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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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I. Pre- and early ministry
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Introduction to volume 146

This 1910 volume, which includes Abdu’l-Baha’s departure for Egypt in September, is marked by
the widening public horizon of the Faith after ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s release, and by the question of how
spiritual influence might alter the global balance between East and West. AB00192, addressed
to Gabriel Sacy after a conversation with an important personage, probably Tolstoy, is one of
the most remarkable statements of this theme. It frankly acknowledges the material, industrial,
commercial, technological, and governmental ascendancy of the West over the East, but argues
that the East can regain parity through another kind of power: the “sword” of the Word of God,
the “army” of divine knowledge, trust in God, and spiritual confirmations. The same letter is also
a lesson in discretion: truth must be offered according to capacity, with wisdom, calm, dignity,
and the avoidance of anything that would alarm or repel. AB05981 and AB02073 give the positive
form of this East-West vision, treating new lines of communication, educational cooperation, and
American-Persian connection as signs of the Word of God uniting distant peoples into one human
family.

A second major strand concerns the institutions through which this new world-consciousness was to
be embodied. AB08405 is a significant early statement on Star of the West, praising the magazine as
a polished mirror of the events and spiritual occurrences of the Cause in America, and predicting
that, if continued, it would become a means of connection between East and West. AB11079
addresses the Chicago Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in practical terms: many plans had been submitted, but
before architectural questions could be settled the land must be paid for, funds gathered, and
the necessary preparations made. AB11164 gives the Nineteen Day Feast a concise institutional
and affective definition: it is a source of joy, the foundation of agreement and unity, the key to
affection and fellowship, and a diffuser of the oneness of humanity. Together these items show the
community’s communication, worship, and collective consultation becoming more regularized and
outward-facing.

The volume also contains several important political and social texts. AB11815 presents consti-
tutional government as one of the requirements of the age, praising the voluntary adoption of
constitutional forms in Japan and Montenegro and treating the blending of government and people
“like honey and milk” as a condition of prosperity. Its argument is practical as well as principled:
constitutional order gives responsibility to ministers and assemblies while preserving the dignity
and security of the monarch. At the same time, AB11903, AB06140, and AB00225 insist that
Baha’is must remain loyal to government, avoid political entanglement, and become known for
incorruptible conduct. AB00225 and AB06140 are especially strong on public ethics: Baha’is in
government service must be content with their wages, avoid bribery even to the extent of a single
coin, and make service to humanity rather than personal gain the motive of office.
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The possibility of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s journey to America appears as a spiritual test of the American
community. AB03012 states that his coming would be drawn by the magnet of unity, harmony, love,
and actual conformity to Baha’u’llah’s teachings; without that lamp of unity glowing in America,
the journey would remain “impossible and unattainable.” This makes the proposed journey less a
matter of itinerary than of communal condition. Related tablets, including AB02097 and AB03012,
place American meetings, homes, and assemblies under the same standard: they must produce love,
unity, the oneness of mankind, and visible transformation in conduct.

Finally, the collection shows the continued importance of education, women’s advancement, and
practical service. AB11302 and AB11303 press the importance of the Tarbiyat School, insisting that
it must become the first school of Persia and that the friends’ generosity will enable its progress.
ABO00225 rejoices in the establishment of a girls’ school, while AB06638 names an educational
institution the “School of the Unity of Mankind,” signaling a deliberate effort to make education
serve social integration across communities. The volume’s pastoral and poetic pieces—such as
AB11756 on poetry in the path of moderation, AB06599 on the wisdom of silence, AB02824 on
the candle and the moth of sacrifice, and AB03620 on homes destroyed in the path of God—
give this practical program its emotional register. The result is a volume in which East-West
relations, constitutional thought, public ethics, education, the press, the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and
the prospective American journey all become measures of a single question: whether the friends
can translate spiritual illumination into durable forms of unity, service, and social trust.
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ABO05981

Date: 1910-Jun ca.

Consider thou how the power of the Word of God has united
the East and the West and bestowed spiritual communication,
that a blessed soul from the inhabitants of America, while in
the Holy Land, mentioned to Abdul-Baha the name of a man
living in Asia, and with the utmost devotion requests the writ-
ing of a Tablet.

Praise be to God! What a communication! What a unity and
concord!

Today the inhabitants of the world must be engaged generally
in praising the Word of God, which has bestowed such a bounty
and has established such a harmony and affiliation that the
Beloved of the union of the race of man has uncovered the face,
displaying the utmost beauty and perfection in the assemblages
of the world, and is captivating the hearts of everyone in all
the regions.

SW_ v01#08 p.013

AB11302

Date: 1910-Jun or <

The question of the School of Tarbiat is very important.
Through the Bounty and Providence of the True One it must
become evident to all that it is the first school of Persia and
its graduates are the most successful. Otherwise its non-being
is better than its being. Therefore display the utmost zeal in
matters pertaining to the progress of this school.

SW__v014#05 p.003
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AB11303

Date: 1910-Jun or <

There exists a great Confirmation in the School of Tarbiat
which is founded by the friends. Although at this moment it is
observed but by a few, yet it is assisted by the Almighty. If the
believers of God display generosity, that school will progress
day by day in all its grades. Encouragement and stimulus is
necessary.

SW__v01#05 p.003x

AB11164

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Jun-01

Ye have written of the Nineteen Day festivities. This Feast is a
bringer of joy. It is the groundwork of agreement and unity. It
is the key to affection and fellowship. It diffuseth the oneness
of mankind.

COC#0920x

AB00225

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jun-02

O Herald of the Covenant! Thy detailed letter was received.
Its contents brought spirit and fragrance, and the news demon-
strated the diffusion of the lights of the Sun of Truth which has
shone with such radiance that the East has become illumined
and the West perfumed with holy fragrances. The friends of
God must arise with spiritual attraction in thanksgiving for
these divine bounties and become the cause of honor and no-
bility for the human world. They must raise the melody of
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sanctification and send the cry of glorification to the Abha ., L C,s” 5 S u ads Kal
Kingdom. dsloy ge) &S

> At present affairs have become most delicate, and all eyes are
focused on the conduct and behavior of the friends and are
vigilant regarding the character, manners and customs of the
Baha’is. Therefore, the people of Baha must arise with ut-
most care and faithfulness to follow the counsels and exhor-
tations of the Blessed Beauty. As for those who are involved
in governmental departments, I hope they will serve the na-
tion and government with utmost sanctity, purity, detachment,
chastity, virtue, goodwill, sincere intention and pure nature.
They should be content with their wages and not stain their
garment by taking even a penny beyond that, for this would
sully the pure garment of the Cause of God and everyone would
conclude that the Baha’is are just like other parties, or even
worse - the difference being merely verbal, not real.

In any case, this servant’s hope is that the true friends will con-
duct themselves in such a way that the Baha’is will be known
to all as exemplars of wisdom and renowned for their pure na-
ture and innate purity. Day and night they must strive, surge
forward and raise their call, serving Iran and Iranians with
heart and soul. In accepting positions, their purpose should
be to tread the path of divine good-pleasure and serve human-
ity, not to acquire transient riches or live in comfort, honor
and ease. For these illusions will pass away - neither comfort
nor honor, neither position nor wealth will endure. Soon it
will be as if it had never existed. What endures is truthfulness,
uprightness and godliness.

Regarding the girls’ school, you wrote that adequate steps have
been taken for its establishment and organization, and that
through the efforts of true friends a sum has been collected
in the gathering, and that the Illustrator of the Merciful has
presented the school supplies. This news brought joy to hearts
and delight to souls. The friends and handmaidens of the Mer-
ciful in Tehran are truly zealous, grateful, patient and dignified.
In all matters they sacrifice themselves, therefore through di-
vine grace and bounty they become the cause of joy to East and
West. ‘Abdu’l-Baha with heart and soul constantly supplicates
and implores, beseeching divine assistance and protection for
those holy souls.

5 Insist upon the matter of the esteemed Fazel-i-Mazandarani,
but earnestly advise that he should converse with that re-
spected scholar with the utmost humility and submissiveness,
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and speak with wisdom and discretion. He should take with
him the Visitation Tablet of the Prince of Martyrs, and in the
course of conversation establish and demonstrate that hence-
forth, without doubt, the existing foundation of the learned
shall be rolled up, and the star of the hopes of the divines
shall set and vanish. Therefore, a new foundation must be laid
that can withstand the flood of materialistic thoughts, for the
old way cannot resist and cannot endure. The proof of this
claim is that in a brief time how many souls have become en-
tirely estranged from religion, and day by day they increase.
The power of the Word of God shall resist this tempest, and
a new creation shall demonstrate steadfastness and firmness
against this mighty flood.

The honored Chief and the most righteous Sadr must assist
the friends in the matter of the Tarbiyat School and other
institutions. Convey to His Honor the Chief, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha: “O
renowned scholar! This is thy day. The promise hath come to
pass, therefore fulfill the covenant. By God, the Truth! Verily
the Sun of Reality hath cast upon thee the hem of its rays and
the fringes of its robe have encompassed thee. Therefore, raise
thy voice in the supreme gatherings and cry out in the great
assemblies: Hasten to prosperity! Hasten to success! Hasten to
the greatest gift! But with the wisdom mentioned in the Book,
that is, according to the capacity of the souls, the attraction
of hearts, and the joy of the breasts.”

Likewise convey my message to the most righteous Sadr: “O
chief of chiefs! Rejoice in the bounty of thy Forgiving Lord,
and choose what thou willest from the gifts of thy Jealous
Lord. Turn with a grateful heart and a radiant face to the
Abha Kingdom. Verily, I beseech God to make thee a sign
of guidance among mankind and a word of piety among the
chosen ones. Verily, my Lord is the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate.”

As to the letter of the Minister of Education written to the
school principal, the occurrence of this matter should cause in-
creased effort and diligence by the members and teachers of the
Tarbiyat School, until it reaches such a state that every wise
and knowledgeable person, whether stranger or friend, would
desire their children to enter that school. If proper effort is
exerted as it should be, that school will undoubtedly, through
divine assistance and favor, progress to such a degree that it
will surpass all other schools, and in the future will reach such
a level that it becomes the foremost school in the world. This
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depends on the effort of the friends and the sincere will of the *4sls *ssl,l 5 014 c,.:r Cdee

loved ones. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. 6‘(&‘ sl ey cdln s
BRL_DAK#0173, MKT4.091, AKHA_133BE
#09 p.202, AMK.117-120, MSBH7.078-082,
YTA.279-281
AB06140
To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jun-04
1 O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Olg bl 1

2 The letter which thou hadst sent to His Holiness Haydar-Qabli- 54 o)) o |3 jue & at Sfask 2
‘Ali was perused. It brought joy and fragrance, for praise be ,&_,f oz, £ _)ﬂ_,f i g5y
to God, the friends are attracted to the divine fragrances and . £ .. u
hearts are enchanted by the Beauty of the Beloved of the hori- 5 ol oley Slak OLL 4 H &
zons. Souls are progressing, spirits are gladdened, the Call of K TR .
God is being raised, and the magnet of the Word of God is ik le s g W}M
attracting. il il

Il s 37 33 sk Osbe GBI s Jlg

3 Now what remains is that the divine friends must associate Al ol L & Cuil oile 3L & Sre Jb 3
with people according to the divine teachings, heavenly coun- é\w 5 A slloy s dL S (J,Q st Al
sels and merciful advice, so that people may know with what el b s . .

o Y S wly G b a,s ,ee gl L Gl
brilliant rays the Sun of Truth has shed its light upon the soul Al ’ ‘;4 bl sl a2 o . s
and conscience of the friends, making each one an illumined ~ "'ﬁj' N < C{ " '\'L ?ﬂr
candle and the ornament of every gathering. S @ Ou A0 02 0L O J’\j

o) el

i Those who are employed in government offices must conduct — cyle wb pdists s S 193 55 Koy 4
the(zlms.elves V\{)lth utmost deta‘clrilmeﬁlt', purity, fr?lfzﬁlom, chastity . , s , 53\).7 , 5‘: il
an‘ VlI‘tl.le, eing content with t el'r wages. ey m.ust not s e cels S el oS~
stain their pure garment through bribery and corruption. To- f‘ | st s

. . . . (‘sz VL Ly, OB 4 )y ST
day if a single soul among the friends should, God forbid, take ) . i ]
even a penny unlawfully, the pure hem of the Cause of God e *’K’J\/"mﬂ’f f’\?’\ 3\ oK
would be sullied and it would bring disgrace upon all. Gl 3l 355 el dil ol ghas B ’}‘L‘

22L Gl

5 Rather, both the government and the people should develop — ¢sloz! Ol e 5 CaSe al &
such trust that they would wish for all affairs in the pltovinces o § S O ey & b ol
to be entrusted to the pure and goodly hands of the friends of
God, and through this means Iran and Iranians would make
rapid progress and the means of comfort and ease would be
provided for all peoples.

ot

b S ety g SNy 3yl
A 5 Ol b s a3 A oL
R N | P LY

.,\_,Tra\} Sk a4t

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5


http://www.bahai.org/r/700118232
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA4/ma4-91.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/253.pdf#page=40
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/yia.pdf#page=275

ot

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

ABO06638

If this is carried out, rest assured that in a short time Iran
will become bright and illumined like the full moon and will
make extraordinary progress in all material and spiritual de-
grees. These are the counsels and exhortations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
to all the friends. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Khajih Rabi, in Kashan
Date: 1910-Jun-04

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty!

Rejoice and be glad, for praise be to God, you are the manifes-
tation of the favors of the Lord of wondrous attributes and the
recipient of the benevolence of the Lord of Oneness. The proof
of this is your success in service and servitude to the Sacred
Threshold.

We have named the school “The School of the Unity of
Mankind” so that all peoples and groups may send their
students to that school and be assured that it is the cause of
universal success and prosperity.

You had written that Jinab-i-Aqa Husayn Pahlavan and Jinab-
i-Aqa Mirza Ruhullah, the school teacher, would accompany
you to the Holy Land. Since you are departing, they should
remain in Kashan to carry out their services and maintain
everything.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11984

To: Nazim
Date: 1910-Jun-04

Dear one, thy letter brought joy. Thy absence from the Holy
Threshold is temporary; the aid and grace of God are everlast-
ing. In the eye of His favor He is watchful. In wisdom this is
necessary. In the words of Hafiz of Shiraz, the purport of this
verse must be followed:

“Do you know what the harp and lute are saying?

Drink wine in secret, for they pronounce it forbidden.”

Silence and quietude are the cause of steadfastness and firm-
ness, because promotion is forbidden in these parts and this
prohibition is explicitly stated. One must be constrained and
cling to wisdom. There are obstacles this year in your honored
visit. Let us wait for next year. Loving greetings are offered
to His Holiness Amin.
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AB02097

To: Frances Orr Allen, in Berkeley, CA
Date: 1910-Jun-05

O Thou dear maid-servant of God! Your letter was received
and its contents became known. Have no care because of the
blame of enemies and the remonstrance of relatives. For this is
in the path of God and this will bring you honor in both worlds.
During all the former cycles the cycle of Abraham, the cycle
of Moses, the cycle of Christ- men and women believers have
always been objects of blame on the part of the heedless ones,
but before long the situation was reversed. Blame was changed
into praise and remonstrance was changed into glorification
and they received great commendation and exaltation. Those
who were the relatives and had persecuted them began to honor
them, praising God that they were related to such believers
and were the kin of those who had been guided by the light of
Guidance.
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Accordingly you too be assured that before long all blame shall
cease and all reproach shall pass away and all will praise and
glorify you.

You had written concerning the meetings held at Mrs.
Goodall’s home. These will undoubtedly produce great results
and manifest important effects, and these will promote love
and unity amongst men and will bring about the oneness of
mankind.

As to Mrs. Bailey, if she was relieved from life in this mortal
world, she attained immortal life. If she departed from this
earthly plain she hastened to the world of the Kingdom. Be
thou assured and rejoice that she is submerged in the sea of
forgiveness and received immortal life in the Kingdom of God.

O maid-servant of God! I hope through the Grace and Bounty
of the Creator that the lights of guidance may shine upon the
members of the household (family) and that they may receive
a portion from the bounty of the Kingdom.

Upon thee be BAHA el Abha!

MAB.009-010x

AB11633

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jun-06

O herald of the Covenant! Your recent letter which caused
great sorrow and painful grief arrived. The anguish and dis-
tress became so intense that soul and conscience were inflamed
with the fire of sorrows. With weeping eyes and burning sighs,
I supplicated the Kingdom of the Lord: O Kind God! You have
ordained such a great calamity at such a time when comprehen-
sive results were hoped for from that blessed being. Therefore
this has become the most severe test and greatest trial for these
afflicted ones. O Lord! There is no remedy except submission
and acceptance, and no cure other than contentment with Your
decree. You do whatsoever You will, You shall not be asked of
Your doings. Therefore assist us to be content and submitted,
grant us patience and composure, bestow upon that leader of
the righteous an eternal seat in the Kingdom of mysteries, and
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in the Most Glorious Paradise seat him upon the throne of ev-
erlasting sovereignty in the gathering of divine manifestation
and meeting. Send Your loving protection to his relatives and
survivors and bestow Your aid and care that they may walk in
the footsteps of that noble one and become brilliant lamps like
that confidant of mysteries.

> In any case, all the friends received this sorrowful news with
utmost anguish, grief and deprivation, for he was respected by
all and universally acknowledged in all perfections. Indeed that
brilliant star spent his life in utmost hardship in the path of the
Divine Unity. He drank every bitter cup, saw every aflliction,
endured every ordeal, and was subjected to every torment. At
all times his life was in danger and his heart was immersed
in the sea of pain and grief. Despite this, he faced trials and
tribulations with perfect joy. He was repeatedly imprisoned
and fell under the torture and punishment of oppressors. He
was partner and companion with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at
the Sacred Threshold and bondage at the Blessed Court. In life
he was the cause of diffusing divine fragrances and in death he
became the cause of exalting the Word of God. This matter, by
the life of God, is the abundant grace and appreciated bounty.
Blessed is he who attains to it in this witnessed Day.

If possible, Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Asadu’llah Mazandarani should
make a journey to Karbila and Najaf and meet privately with
Jinab-i-Khurasani, speaking with utmost wisdom and courtesy
in the most excellent manner. This matter was written about
previously and surely has reached them by now. And if it is
not advisable at present, they should travel to other regions.
In any case, the teachers must spread to different areas, for
two fruits will result: the friends will be moved to rapture
and joy, and the unaware will be taught and become informed.
According to reports, there are glad tidings of the exaltation
of the Word from all directions.

Regarding marriage that you had written about, following the
decisive text is necessary and delay is not permitted. How-
ever in such cases marriage should be conducted with utmost
simplicity, without noise and clamor and without burden and
publicity. When your letter arrived, the time limit had ex-
pired and much time had passed, therefore no telegram was
sent. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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5 Build the illumined grave of that leader of the righteous with
utmost grace, and regarding this matter it will be written to
His Honor Amin, God willing. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory!
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jun-06

O Trusted One of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The earthly frame of that em-
bodiment of faithfulness, that essence of purity, that servant
of Baha, has become hidden beneath the veil of dust, and his
spirit has ascended to the highest horizon and the Abha King-
dom. All the friends and loved ones have been afflicted with
intense grief and profound sorrow.

It is hoped that through the recitation of prayers and the chant-
ing of the Tablet of Visitation at the resting-place of that noble
soul, they may find solace. Therefore, the Spiritual Assembly
must establish the grave of that luminous temple with the ut-
most delicacy and refinement, and whatever expenses are in-
curred, you should present them.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani
Date: 1910-Jun-08

O thou who art attracted to the countenance and enamored of
the tresses of the Beloved of the horizons! The verses were truly
worthy of praise and commendation and were in the utmost
sweetness and charm. This ghazal is the anthem on the tongues
of the gazelles in the wilderness of unity, and this poem is from

the melodies of the nightingale in the rose garden of oneness.

Therefore the poetic faculty should become a fountain spring
of pure meanings, and this flowing water should continuously
stream and flow forth from it, so that it may be chanted in
gatherings of the love of God and become the cause of joy and
gladness to all. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

2 O spiritual youth! This praise and commendation of the new

ghazal is because you had followed the path of moderation.

The theme was in the utmost simplicity and nobility. I hope
that you may be a herald of servitude to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And
upon thee be Glory.
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To: Cora H Ditmars, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Jun-08

O thou Maidservant of God! Thy detailed letter was received.

Thou hast prayed and supplicated to God that thou mayest
be protected from temptation, discover the inner life, close
thy lips and find great confirmation. It is said in the Persian
language that when a man is taught the mystery of God, his
eyes are opened but his lips are sealed. I ask of God that thou
mayest be protected and preserved from losing thy footing and
in the time of testing remain firm and steadfast. Have thou the
utmost resolution and perseverance and with absolute humility
and submission live among the Maidservants of the Merciful, so
thou mayest always be silent and whenever you open your lips
it must be to guide the capable souls, so that they may enter
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the Divine Religion and receive a share from the inexhaustible 4,8 Cuai 5oy (Plael Sl pb 515 4,3
bounties.

MSHR5.324

ABU1484

Words spoken on 11 Jun 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: What is religion?

22nd letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.
Topic: What is religion?

Place: Haifa - ‘Akka, to Miss S.

Time: 11th June 1910.

The Master: “O my daughter, you say that the unity of reli-
gion is not to be demonstrated and demanded as a necessity,
on the contrary, you Occidentals say that people are so fun-
damentally different as to race, origin, heredity, cultural level,
life-style, era, domicile, sex, that in this is already to be found
the historic, scientific reason for the multiplicity of religious
needs. O my daughter, these are pretexts! What is religion?
You are silent, you are searching for a brief explanation. Let
me tell you:

1. Religion is connection with God.
2. There is one God.
3. There is but one possibility for connection.

From these three premises there results the conclusion with
convincing logic: Religion is an organic unity. Denomination,
sects, religious confessions are but a variously close or loose
connection with God: adorned with additions which are differ-
ent with time and place. Expressed mathematically, God is
the great One. - Religion is the zero, or the zeroes, which only
gain significance and value through the One connected with
them! Take the number 100 or 1,000 or 100,000 or more, what
are the zeroes without the One which precedes them?

The High Religions are several zeroes preceded by the great
One, the Godhead. The lower religions have only one or two
zeroes after the great One. The pseudo-religions (fetishism,
agnosticism, monism, Nietzsche’s teachings etc) have several
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zeroes and the One right at the end; but what does a number
such as, for example, 00001 signify?

And the Baha’i Teaching, how is it expressed in a mathematical
formula?

1,000,000,000. The One is here the One-and-All, and behind
it stands an uninterrupted chain of relationships, connections
with Him, the One-and-All. Allah-u-Abha.”

SDW v13#05 p.056-057

AB06161

To: Banan, Fazlullah et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jun-11

O you who are firm in the Covenant!

The blessed letter from the friends was recited with utmost
tenderness, and supplications were offered at the Threshold of
the Divine Unity: “O Lord! Free these sincere friends from
tests and make these worthy servants successful through Your
grace. Make each one a firm mountain and an unshakeable
peak. Place the crown of servitude upon their heads and grant
them eternal sovereignty. Bestow abundance in their livelihood
and confer everlasting glory. You are the Giver, the Bestower,
the Kind, and You are the Forgiver, the Acceptor, the Mighty,
the Helper.”
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AB11346

To: Abdu’l-Majid Furughi, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jun-11

...Either go yourself to Khurasan, or bring that enkindled leaf
to Tehran. Neither negligence nor lassitude is permissible. I
will pray for you, that confirmation may be your companion
and mighty reinforcement may descend...
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AB04704

To: Khajih Muhammad (Hisar), in Mashhad
Date: 1910-Jun-12

O thou father of martyrs! Lift up thy face in the company of
God’s chosen ones and raise thy head with pride! I glory in
the diadem that hath been placed upon thy brows and in the
garment of God’s most gracious favours with which thou art
adorned!

For thou art the father of sons who have been martyred and in
this thou art a leading light among the friends. Every father
might yearn for sons like thine, sons who sacrificed their all
in the path of God and who exhibited such joy and fragrance
in the world of eternity that they became the cause of honour
and eternal glory to their kith and kin.

At the end, neither sons nor fathers will have value in this
transitory and ephemeral world nor shall any of one’s relations
be permanent here. All will pass away and vanish to nothing-
ness but the son who hath been offered up by his father and
the father who hath sacrificed his son shall both shine like the
twin Pleiades in the firmament of everlasting glory and shall
be seated on the starry throne of everlasting sovereignty.

Great is their blessedness! All happiness be theirs and all
bounty, through the light of this favour that has illumined
both earth and heaven with grace.

Liol 055 & & Slslm 17 Ol 5y o)
ST 13 sl s SUE sl

23 ohae Conse oy G o e
sk

A K G OLL sy s Gl Loy L 2
oly 5 s (_gzﬁj\;)}, Ot Ol Ly
Gloalz sl Oler 5o 5 8 Glasle >
Ol s N5 Ol B e G1E

255 A 655 al

g Al gy w4l s o) s ke |y 3
5 36§ Gdin 4 s 6 S
S by it 0L ob g 5 55 pytes
ghe oKle & s Al 1By &
G}\); Ol .\:bpﬁﬂ}),\: sles”
s G e o il 0l S
Asle

b A bl Bl eds e od ik 0
Tl s 02,V oy 28 20 ol Jad) Vs
e e

MMK2#319 p.233

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 14


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/sulaymani_masabih-i-hidayat_vol_5
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-235.html

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

AB03332

AB04544

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1910-Jun-16

O Forgiving and Kind One! Grant patience to these grief-
stricken ones and bestow the ability to endure these hidden
destinies and sudden decrees. Grant tranquility and calm, and
make them successful in submission and acceptance.

O Lord! We are restless and burning with the fire of longing
in fever and distress, and our companion is a tearful eye.

3 O Quickener of nations! Your servant Rustam has been freed
from the prison of this world and hastened to the heavenly
court. He set forth toward Your path and yearned for Your
countenance and turned toward You.

O Bestower! Free that noble spouse from sin and grant her
refuge at Your threshold. As You made her weary of this world,
make her successful in that world and grant her lasting life in
the Kingdom of mysteries.

O Sovereign of the ancient realm! Have mercy on Khoda-rahm,
make Bahram’s son’s sense of smell fragrant in the rose garden
of forgiveness, brighten his eyes with the vision of Beauty in
the gathering of divine manifestation, and confirm and assist
him with endless favors. You are the Bestower, the Forgiver,
and the Kind One.
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AB03332

To: Spiritual Assembly of Baltimore, MD
Date: 1910-Jun-17

O divine assembly! Mr. Strawn became a herald of the King-
dom and hastened to China, India and Japan. Divine confir-
mations assisted him until he attained such a heavenly bounty.
He became the cause of glory for the friends in Baltimore and
brought joy and delight to the friends and maidservants of the
Merciful. He sacrificed his life in the path of the Kingdom and
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became the cause of eternal life for certain souls. The results
of this journey will soon become evident and manifest like the
sun and moon, and great confirmations will appear.

O friends and maidservants of the Merciful! Heed the counsel of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. The world of dust is not worthy of attachment.
Soon the life of all will end. Therefore one must strive to raise
the banner in the pure realm, gain the radiance of the Sun
of Truth, and become the cause of illumination of the human
world. One must serve all humanity and spread essential unity.
One must become the mercy of the Lord and the bounty of the
All-Glorious. One must attain eternal life and seek everlasting
sovereignty.

Consider carefully that millions of kings came into this world
and all were obliterated and disappeared. But a servant of God
who found eternal life through the breaths of the Holy Spirit
established an everlasting sovereignty in the divine Kingdom.
Even in this transient world his traces remain firm and endur-
ing, his mention continues, and his light spreads.
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To: Leonora G Stirling, in Hudson, NY
Date: 1910-Jun-17

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! When his honor, Mr. Re-
mey, returned to the Holy Land from his trip to China, Japan
and India, and presented himself with the utmost glad tidings
and happiness, he remembered the friends through absolute
love and asked for them in the Threshold of Holiness, protec-
tion and providence from His Highness the One. Truly I say
this beloved of Abduil Baha left his native land, turned his
back upon the comforts and pleasures of home, accepted the
difficulties of travel, and crossed the Pacific and the Atlantic
Oceans. In the island of Honolulu he gave the glad-tidings of
the Kingdom; in Japan he delivered the Teachings of His High-
ness the Incomparable. He summoned the souls to the Most
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Great Guidance and suffered the thirsty ones to drink from
the Fountain of Job. He proclaimed the Dawn of the Manifest
Light in China, and he perfumed India with the fragrances of
the Rose garden of the Merciful.

2 Praise be to God, he became assisted, confirmed, and raised
the Summons of the Kingdom in those countries, suffered the
Mysteries of the Realm of Might to become manifest, built a
structure which will remain firm and established forever and
ever, enkindled a lamp whose illumination will be perpetual,
and planted a tree whose fruits will be limitless.

3 O thou maidservant! Have great magnanimity, so that thou
mayest be favored in the Threshold of the Almighty. Have
lofty aspirations so that thou mayest attain, in the Kingdom
of God, to Eternal Life. Upon thee be Baha EI-ABHA!

SW__v01#08 p.013, SW_ vO7#18 p.188x
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To: Abdu’l-Magjid Tabib (Maraghih), in Tvughli
Date: 1910-Jun-18

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The letter thou
hadst written to Mashhadi Isma’il hath been received. The
traces of the pen of that loving friend have brought joy to my
heart and mind, for their inner meanings are spiritual impres-
sions and heartfelt sentiments derived from the reality of the
soul; they are sufficient testimony to firmness and constancy,
and to servitude to the all-sufficing Lord.

From the earliest dawn of the Morn of divine guidance, Ad-
hirbayjan raised aloft the banner of faith and certitude, and
the Cause of God thereby spread far and wide. But following
the martyrdom of the Exalted One, the journey of the Blessed
Beauty from Iraq to Kurdistan, and the seclusion of Yahya in
a corner of oblivion, the Cause of God sank deep into apathy
everywhere, even in Adhirbayjan. Only a few souls remained
steadfast and calm until the Day-Star of the world returned
to Iraq and the splendours of His light shone upon all regions
in the plenitude of their glory. Once again, a Great Resurrec-
tion was witnessed and the sweet savours of holiness were shed
upon the whole world. The friends in Adhirbayjan were stirred
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up in blissful rapture, and their enthusiasm, joy, and fervour
waxed greater day by day.

Now, too, receptivity in that land is great, but a mighty effort
is needed if the friends are to impart these joyful tidings with
gladness and delight, and to perfume the senses of the seekers
with the fragrance of the robe of the divine Joseph. Praise be
to God that thou hast arisen to serve Him and art earnestly
striving to exalt the Word of God. My hope is that, through
the sincerity of souls, the hearts and minds of the people of
Adhirbayjan may be stirred in these days, and sanctified be-
ings may arise to guide the people aright. The forces of the
Kingdom stand ready and expectant. As soon as a soul urgeth
the steed of high endeavour into the field of sacrifice, these
heavenly forces will rush forth to his aid and will render him
assistance and support.

Thou hadst requested permission for a visit. At this time, thy
presence in those regions is much needed. Thou art occupied
with service, manifesting complete servitude and devoted to
the promotion of the Word of God. Such service is the same
as attaining to the Sacred Threshold of the Lord. The Glory
of Glories rest upon thee.
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To: Rida Khan (Urumi) et al., in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1910-Jun-18

O ye who are attracted to the Beauty of Truth! Christ - may
my soul be a sacrifice unto Him - hath said in the Gospel:
“Many are called but few are chosen.” This meaneth that while
many are invited to the Faith, few are those who attain to the
grace of guidance and the succour of divine favour, for the gift
of guidance is purely an outpouring of grace and bounty, not
dependent on capacity and worthiness. “He singles out for His
mercy whomsoever He pleaseth.”

Now praise be to God that through the endeavours and guid-
ance of His Holiness the Tongue of Grandeur, ye have acquired
illumination and discovered eternal joy and delight, receiving
an abundant portion from the Most Great Sea. Ye must be
grateful with heart and soul for this guidance, whereby that
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blessed soul hath intoxicated those thirsting ones with a cup
whose mixture is of camphor, and given them to drink from the
fountain of certitude with the water of life. Were ye to render
service throughout all your days, ye could not repay thanks for
this bounty.

O ye spiritual friends! Each one of you must become a divine
herald and bestow upon human souls a share and portion of
eternal grace and everlasting life.

O my God, my God! These are servants whose hearts have
been attracted to the Center of Beauty and whose souls have
been set ablaze with the fire of Thy love, O Lord of Glory and
Majesty. Their hearts yearn for Thy most glorious Kingdom,
and their eyes are cheered by beholding Thy most great signs.
O Lord, make them among the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
and the angels of Thy sanctuary, circling round Thy throne in
the highest heaven and raising their voices in Thy praise before
all people. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most High,
and verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Strong, the Ever-Helping.
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To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Ridaiyyih
Date: 1910-Jun-18

O thou whom God hath aided to follow in the footsteps of
thy glorious uncle and unique and peerless ancestor! ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s utmost desire is that that illustrious family may become
radiant and that lineage may become the dawning-place of
lights. For that leader of the righteous ones, that keeper of
divine mysteries, that star of lights sacrificed himself in the
path of the Lord, exalted the Word of God, diffused the holy
fragrances, and finally offered up his life, wealth and home in
the path of the Lord God. Therefore my desire is that those
lights from the Kingdom of mysteries may continuously and
perpetually shine upon that family and lineage.

Praise be to God, thou hast won the precedence and spurred
the steed of endeavor in this arena. Thou art a memorial to
that noble one and representative of that leader of the righ-
teous. Thou art steadfast in service to the Cause and striving
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to guide humanity. Assuredly thou shalt be successful and con-
firmed. Therefore we call that dear one Vahid, that we may
renew the mention of that noble soul. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Mirza Rayhan (Mithaqiyan) et al., in Kashan
Date: 1910-Jun-18

O lamps of the love of God! Kashan is like a glass lamp-
chimney and the holy fragrances are like the lamp. Praise be
to God that this glass lamp-chimney is in the utmost radiance
from the brilliant rays of this lamp.

From the beginning of the dawn of guidance, holy souls were
raised up from Kashan and, with the utmost joy and gladness,
sacrificed their lives. Each one became a sign of guidance and
a standard of the Supreme Concourse.

I hope that in these days souls will arise in that region with the
utmost spirituality and luminosity who will become the cause
of guidance to the multitudes, and that you may be among
those souls. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Children of Musa Kalimi
Date: 1910-Jun-18

O God! O Forgiver of sins and Bestower of gifts! Thou for-
givest whomsoever Thou willest and pardonest whomsoever
Thou willest. In Thy hand is all authority. There is no God
but Thee, the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful.
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2 O Lord and my Hope! Who have I besides Thee as a merciful
one, and who have I other than Thee as a pardoning, forgiving
one?

O Lord! Verily Thy servant Musa hath left this worldly life and
turned toward Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, submissive to Thy
sovereignty, humble before Thy grandeur, seeking forgiveness
for his sins, and beseeching relief from his sorrows. I beseech
Thee by Thy ancient grace and Thy mighty pardon to honor
his resting-place and make his end better than his beginning.
Verily, Thou art the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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To: Ishaq Khan et al., in Kashan

Date: 1910-Jun-18

O ye blessed souls! Kashan was for a time in disarray, but
praise be to God, it is now radiant. The brilliant rays of the
Sun of Truth have shone forth and new outpourings of grace
have been bestowed. Good news from that land and region
arrives continuously. I hope that that clime will witness a
mighty surge and become a mighty pillar, that the Beloved
Word of God will appear with the utmost sweetness and grace,
and that the lamp of guidance will become the ornament of
the gathering.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Replogh, William H et al., in Los Angeles
Date: 1910-Jun-18

O ye two who are attracted to the Kingdom of God! The
blessed portrait of your countenances was observed. Praise be
to God that the light of certitude is manifest and evident upon
your brow, and the radiance of the favors of the Sun of Re-
ality is visible and apparent upon your face. Through divine
bounty, it is hoped that day by day you will make boundless
progress in spiritual perfections, so that the page of the heart
may, through the intensity of its purity, receive the reflections
of the Concourse on High and shine forth with divine charac-
teristics in the world of humanity.

BSTW#158

ABO05713

To: Ghulam-Husayn Bunabi
Date: 1910-Jun-19

O namesake of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The hand of providence has
placed the crown of servitude upon our heads. You are Ghulam-
Husayn (servant of Husayn) and I am ‘Abdu’l-Baha (servant of
Baha) - both have one meaning and import. But the gems of
this crown and the jewels of this diadem must be radiant and
effulgent so they may shine throughout centuries and ages.

The brilliance and radiance of these precious jewels consist
in sincerity, detachment, enkindlement, attraction, spirituality
and divine inspirations. Since we are companions and com-
patriots, therefore my utmost hope is that you strive and en-
deavor to make these luminous jewels shine ever more brightly
and attain new radiance and brilliance with each passing day.

Ere long it shall be observed that all crowns will ultimately be
overthrown, but this diadem shall become more glorious day
by day and its resplendent gem shall shine like the brilliant
moon. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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in Haifa/Akka

There are two questions here: that of the Most Great Infalli-
bility and that of Divine knowledge. Both of these are of two
kinds: essential and non-essential. For instance, the infallibil-
ity of the Manifestations of God is essential, and so, too, is their
knowledge. But that of others is attributive. Thus, Christ pos-
sessed essential knowledge and trained thereby His Apostles.
They also possessed knowledge, but what they possessed pro-
ceeded from the bounties of Christ. Likewise, the holy Imams
had nothing of their own—whatsoever they possessed was from
the bounties and bestowals of Muhammad. What they had was
attributive, not essential, that is, had Muhammad not been
raised up, they would have remained in their original condi-
tion. If Christ had not appeared, the Apostles would have re-
mained fishermen. Those bounties came from Him. Likewise,
the Most Great Infallibility is reserved to the Manifestations
of God, who protect those who are under their shadow.

The Universal House of Justice is under the shadow of the Most
Great Infallibility and the Blessed Beauty preserves it from er-
ror: should it occur to anyone’s heart that a decision of the
House of Justice is inapt, he has indeed erred. For instance,
Baha’u’llah has said that the House of Justice is the law-giver
and must legislate on matters that have not been explicitly
recorded in the Book. Now, were the House of Justice to err,
that error would revert to Baha’u’llah Himself and would sub-
vert the Religion and Law of God. To ensure that no conflict
may persist in this Dispensation, and that true concord may
be established therein, a clear Centre has been appointed in
the Cause to which all matters must be referred. For instance,
should a conflict appear in any matter, whatever the House
of Justice determines will be put into effect. In the Dispensa-
tion of Christ, a council was held in Nicea in which differences
among the Christians were reconciled and conflicts were re-
solved, even though that gathering was not explicitly ordained
in the Text and had been called by the followers of Christ them-
selves. But the Universal House of Justice is divinely ordained
and operates under divine infallibility.

Whoso believes that the House of Justice has erred has indeed

ascribed this error to the Blessed Beauty, for the matter is
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conducted in an orderly fashion. It is with the utmost order
that the House of Justice is universally elected.

I have already written that the existing centres are only Spiri-
tual Assemblies. The House of Justice is that institution which
is elected, with the utmost freedom, by the entirety of the
Baha’is of the world, without a single person left out. Their
decisions are perfectly infallible and under the shadow of di-
vine infallibility; not subject to that which pertains to their
OWI persons.

The number of the members should be odd; if it were even, the
opinion of the Chairman would prevail.

As the Spiritual Assemblies of different locations make different
determinations, a universal assemblage is indeed called for.

Praise be to God! Our days are the days of glad-tidings—we
must impart the tidings, teach, guide, and attract the souls. To
build a building, one must first assemble the stone, bricks and
mortar. One the construction materials have been gathered,
then the building process can start.

The authority of the House of Justice will be exercised with
perfect order and regularity—so much so that no dissension
whatsoever will remain. It will attain such a degree that none
will be able to breathe a contrary word. With but a single word
it will lift up the entire world, and with another it will set it
down again. Its foundations stand secure, and the penetrating
power of the Word of God will be manifested in such wise as
to astonish every soul.

Now you should focus on the diffusion of divine fragrances
and on organizing children’s schools. Today two things are
necessary: one is the diffusion of fragrances, meaning teaching,
and the other is the education of children.
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On the creation of the world: words to Miss St. and others in summer of 1910
Question/topic: On the eternality or temporality of the world.

‘Abdu’l-Baha on the Creation of the World
(according to a record of Dr. F. taken in the summer of 1910)

Miss. St. says: Master, the day before yesterday you taught
us that the ancient heathen teaching of Aristotle is as follows:
“The perceptible world exists as object of the divine will and
recognition from eternity; at all times this world is in God,
namely is eternal as He Himself.” All the founders of religion,
from Zoroaster and Buddha down to the Bab and Baha'u’llah
teach, however, that God has created the world, or, that He
has emanated it, that is, let it flow out of Himself, from which
derives that God is eternal, the world however temporal. There
are, though, many Baha’i’s and friends of Baha’i’s especially
in America and England, who say that the Baha’i teachings
on the creator or creation are similar to those of Aristotle and
that the Baha’i’s were taught by you, oh Abbas Effendi, that
Darwin was right, when he says that the world was as good
as eternal and the earth a planet on which organic life has
existed for millions of years. According to the Bible, however,
the creation would be an act of 6 days and the whole creation
not yet 10,000 years old. Highly honored Master, do you have
time today to explain to us these, as we would like to assume,
only seeming contradictions?

The Master: We do seem to have some time today to talk
about this difficult as well as important subject today and
the location - in the view of the immeasurable ocean - is well
chosen for our conversation. Due to the great significance of
the history of creation I want to arrange explicitly that my
words be taken down immediately so that I can examine them
afterwards before they will ever appear somewhere in printing.
(The Arabic talk will be translated word by word into English
and written down by three persons, a Persian, Miss St. and
Dr. F.).

The Master: The Blessed Perfection, Baha’u’llah, has
put together the history of creation in the year 1891 for
His disciple Mohamed Nabil in Baghdad in the religious-
philosophical tablet “Law-i-Hikmat” (Essay regarding
Wisdom). Baha'u’llah already began to write this Tablet in
1869, shortly after the martyr death of Badi (the carrier of
the message of Baha'u’llah to Nasiriddin Shah, 1869 cruelly
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executed). Nabil, however, only received it in 1891. Our great
French Baha’i, Mr. Dreyfus, has translated it into French and
will publish it under the title “Sur la Sagesse”.

Nabil was a very faithful and understanding follower and disci-
ple of the Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah. Already in Baghdad
(1852-1864), he was among the privileged who received instruc-
tion from Baha’u’llah in theology and philosophy.

In this significant tablet “Law-i-Hikmat”, the Blessed Perfec-
tion Baha'u’llah demonstrates how the philosophical teaching
about the eternity of the world is to be understood and how it
relates to the prophetic report of creation in the holy writings.

1. The Prophets gave consideration to the level of education
of the peoples in their exposition concerning the creation of
the world; their reports are therefore adapted to the respec-
tive time and culture and have to be interpreted symbolically.
Therefore, for example, a day of creation of the Mosaic report
of creation may not be understood as a day of 24 hours.

2. The wise men of antiquity, even though comparable to
prophets, are not founders of religion. Their philosophical sys-
tems concerning the “origin of the world” are not religious,
timely equations; no, they are scientific teachings which set
forth all knowledge and perception of their time with respect
to the history of creation, resulting in the following:

a. The history of creation contained in the holy writings of
the prophetic founders of religion of all times and peoples are
timely, symbolic expositions of religious truths.

b. The philosophical system concerning the origin of the world
are scientific fixations of a temporal capacity of understanding
[perception].

3. The Prophet and the philosopher are both right for they
explain one and the same truth, only under a different light,
from another side of another point of view.

The philosophers and learned say: The visible world has ex-
isted eternally, for God is the subject which is eternal and the
world, as the object of the divine will and knowledge, has logi-
cally to be eternal also. The prophets and founders of religion
say: The visible world has been created by God, therefore in
time, it exists after Him. God, the Creator, is the cause, the
first, the eternal. The world, the creation, is the effect, the sec-
ondary, the temporal. Baha'u’llah, the Blessed Light teaches
now:

I. There is only one God and nothing besides Him.
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II. God said: I was a hidden treasure and desired to be known,
therefore, I created the universe. I created it not out of nothing-
ness but through self-emanation; my breath became creative
word of command, logos (see Evangile of John, introduction),
which resulted in form and figure.

III. God is the pure, causeless unity.

IV. God is the cause of the world; the effect (i.e. the world) is
with and in the cause (i.e. in God) at the same time and neces-
sarily given. Why this? Because God, the cause, is complete,
perfect and unchangeable; the effect is thus comprehended by
(included in) the perfect and eternal cause.

V. God’s existence precedes - according to its nature (essence)
- the world. God’s being does not precede the world in time
because the world was always in God.

VI. God has three characteristics superior to the world:

a. God is essentially first, because he is the cause; the world
exists essentially after Him, because He - God - has emanated
it with His breath.

b. God is self-sufficient. God is able to issue forth the world
out of Himself. The world is thus not self-sufficient.

c. God is necessary for God’s essence is a necessity of existence.
God does not need the world, but the world needs Him; for
without Him, the cause, it, the effect, would not be.

Some philosophers (for example, Aristotle) say: the world as
object is eternal, because God as subject is eternal.

Baha’u’llah teaches: The world is only eternal insofar as it, the
effect, was still resting uncreated in the cause of all being - in
God, i.e. the world was as long as it rested uncreated in God
- as a part of God - eternal and appeared in time when the
eternal God emanated it.

The prophet and founder of religion, Moses, says: God, the
Creator, was from eternity, and He desired to create the world
by self-emanation so that He could be recognized by the crea-
ture.

Out of His breath (logos) He unfolded the world.

Oh my daughters, would you like to recognize this in a philo-
sophical manner, it can be expressed briefly as follows: The
philosopher and worldly-wise emphasize the logical preexis-
tence of the causal relationship of God, the Creator, to the
world, the creation. Baha'u’llah, the Blessed Perfection, the
Greatest Light of the present time, attributes the preexistence
in time of God before the world to the logical preexistence of
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the causal relationship of God to the world; or in other words:
Baha’u’llah ties the idea of emanation of the philosophers and
learned to the idea of creation of the prophets and founders of
religion. He reconciles and unites science and faith, recognition
and will; knowledge and ability; wish and accomplishment. Let
us return now to the Writing of Baha'u’llah (Law-i-Hikmat).
The creative word of command of God, the logos, is not merely
a spark out of God, but the logos is the life-breath of God. In
the logos, in the life-breath of God, already all the possibili-
ties of existence rest, all the forms of being of creation. Let
Baha'u’llah Himself speak: “The word of God, the logos, is
God’s highest, overflowing (emanating) love, kindness and the
“being” in all that is and has been; that is, goodness [kind-
ness| and love, thought of as logos, are the resting pole in the
transientness [evanescence| of appearances.

The Mosaic story of creation oftentimes is misunderstood by
learned men as well as laymen. God did not create the world
out of nothing. The early Christian church teachers have spo-
ken in incorrect interpretation of the bible, of a “creatio ex
nihilo”, that is “creation of out nothing”. That is an error.

Moses teaches: “In the beginning, God created heaven and
earth. And the earth was deserted and empty, and it was dark
in the depth and the spirit of God floated above the water.
And God said: there shall be light! and there was light, etc.”
Here nowhere is written that God created the world of out
nothing. Nothingness should be the antithesis, the opposite,
of God. The answer to that however is: “In the beginning of
the creation of the world, God emanated the heaven and the
earth. And the earth was deserted and empty, and it was dark
over the depth (over the abysses of the world) and the breadth
of God floated over the water. And God spoke the word (i.e.
logos) “light” and there was light.” (See the first 2 verses of
the Evangile of John).

Moses teaches that the world was created in six days of cre-
ation! This is a symbol, a symbolic expression of the ancient
truth that the world has evolved slowly. Darwin can refer in his
doctrine of evolution to Moses. God did not create the world
suddenly but God’s breath of life becomes God’s creative word
of command, logos, which continuously creates the world. We
have a continuing and not a single act of creation. Moses’s days
of creation are periods of millions of years. From Pythagoras
to Ibn Sina (known as Avicenna) and further to the “Faithful
Brothers of Basra” and to Darwin and to the Blessed Manifes-
tations, the Bab and Baha’u’llah, scientists as well as prophets
testify to the continuing creative activity of the logos (God’s
breath of life). The doctrine of evolution and origin of the
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Darwinists and Monists is not a material, atheistic theory but
a religious truth which injustly has been attacked by godless,
blinded people as against religion and the Bible! Let us repeat
once more what the Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah teaches in
the Law-i-Hikmat: “Verily, there is no difference between the
word of God and the world. The word of God, the logos, is His
highest, all pervasive grace. Yes, the word of God, the logos,
is the only being, the creative reality (engendering essence) in
all that is, was and will be.” Baha’u’llah teaches further: “The
life on earth has thus not been there all of the sudden from the
beginning but it has evolved in stages. The atoms of all ele-
ments are potentially predisposed for their composition (order)
according to the laws of nature and composition.”

This is the way and manner how the creative and eternally
creating (engendering) word of God, that is, the logos, is mani-
fested and produces its effect in all atoms. In the mineral king-
dom, the logos shows itself as attraction and repulsion, thus
as earth magnetism. In the plant kingdom, the logos works
as composition and decomposition of the cell protein. In the
animal kingdom, the logos is revealed as nerve substance, as
instinct. In the kingdom of man, the logos builds up on top of
instinct, reason and imagination and here begins the responsi-
bility of the creature.

In the supernatural kingdom of the Chosen Ones of God, the
bearers of spiritual development, there are three stages in the
unification of their spirit with the absolute spirit, the breath
of life of God. The highest stage represents the prophet, the
purest manifestation of the logos. The prophet is an earthly
personality for a specific time, full of divine wisdom and of
all the pervasive powers of the logos; the prophet recognizes
himself as a part of the absolute and is already in his earthly
existence sublime over space and time. In the prophet, the
logos has traversed the step-ladder of self-development, he re-
turns from his emanation from the breadth of God to the origin,
that is to the divine and absolute. The perfect and saved souls
through the intervention of the prophet, the chosen believers
with the given and acquired perfections have immersed their
own will in the Will of God and have become mature (ready)
for the immediate entry into the eternal kingdom of God. The
men, however, that live and die in the sensual, do not let them-
selves be lifted up by the logos to a higher spirituality, they
let themselves only be illuminated imperfectly by the higher
light, but the spiritual sun of the logos, they may more or less
be aware of their imperfection, they do not want nor can they
separate themselves completely form the evanescent world of
the senses and their desires and will have to finish their pu-
rification in the other world. “In my father’s house are many
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mansions” said Christ. Yes, verily, also for the weak and un-
able and erring is provided in the kingdom of God. Not on the
earthly planet does this development and purification of the
imperfectly matured souls take place, but in the uncounted
spiritual worlds of God; also not out of own endeavor and tir-
ing penance, but in the creative light, in the purifying mercy
and the purifying bounty of God, the Eternal, Almighty, and
All-kind. The intercession of all saints and prophets helps the
striving out of his earthly deficiencies and accompany and pro-
mote his heavenly purification and eternal completion.

Already His Holiness the Bab has been accused that the Babi
and later the Baha’is had adopted the teachings of the transmi-
gration of the souls. Oh no, we Baha’is have been revealed by
the Bab and even more so by the Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah
the teachings about the return of all things. This return of all
things derives from our conception of history and philosophy
of nature. Already in the Bayan, the book of revelation of
His Holiness the Bab, it was demonstrated that the history of
our planet is repeated in seven world periods, corresponding to
the seven Mosaic days of the world (6 days of creation and one
day of rest). Each prophetic period is a cycle of return of the
past. As we have had e.g. a time period of Moses, Christ, and
Muhammad, so we have now entered a final cycle. In this sev-
enth cycle, the Logos, the breath of life of God, has manifested
itself in the Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah, Whose precursor
and preparer of the way was Ali Muhammad, the Bab, and
Whose interpreter and proclaimer my person had been chosen.
When this final cycle is finished, then the last, the youngest of
day dawns: the world returns to God in that all submerges in
Him. This means for those far from God, the unbelievers and
the godless, their annihilation (destruction), i.e. the World
Judgment for the believing, those who strive and the seekers
after God however eternal bliss.

Ali Muhammad, the Bab, already taught: Every thing has its
paradise, namely its perfection or maturity, and its hell, by
which is meant its imperfection or immaturity. The Lord God
has destined it thusly. We, the clay, should not ask Him, the
potter, why? Whose response we would anyhow not under-
stand at this time.

All created things, i.e. emanated things, move in a cycle, better
expressed, in an elliptical curve.

The Bab and Baha'u’llah taught: The creation, the emanated,
is the descending curve of the Logos (the breath of life of God)
and the development (evolution) is the ascending curve; this
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(curve) is, however, nothing else than the coming back or re-
turning of all things to God, be it for destruction or for abso-
lute perfection. It is, therefore, incorrect if the divine truth of
Baha'u’llah is set equal to the teachings of the great philoso-
pher Plato. Plato’s teaching of the periodical return of singular
appearances and single beings corresponds more to the old In-
dian dogma of the soul’s migration and the karma (karma -
destiny which one has attained through former forms of exis-
tence).

Just as the soul of an animal after death (i.e. after the disinte-
gration of its body) can not enter the body of a plant, so also
can the soul of man after his death not enter the body of an an-
imal. No, his material nature comes from the greatest distance
of emanation from God, for the material is the farthest pole
in the curve of emanation. The more a creature is captured in
the material, the greater is his distance from God in the cycle
of emanation.

The perfection of the purely spiritual stands opposite to the
imperfection of matter. The spirit of man is captured in the ma-
terial body like a in a cage, as a prison, and yearns consciously
or unconsciously to return to the cosmic spirit (i.e. God) whose
emanation it is, and death (i.e. the decomposition of the mate-
rial into its elements) is the liberation of the redeemed or not
yet redeemed spirit. If the spirit, during its early life, has not
achieved its redemption from the world and the ego, it will be
given the opportunity for maturity and perfection through the
purifying grace of God in the spiritual worlds of eternity.

The Blessed Perfection, Baha'u’llah, has emphasized in all His
prophetic Writings:

1. God existed before the world and without it.

2. He is completely independent of it and is Himself unchang-
ing.

The pagan pantheism of former times, however, taught: “The
visible world, as the object of the knowledge of God, is eternal
as He, the subject, is eternal and necessarily exists in God.” No,
and again no! Baha’u’llah, the last Manifestation, has taught
that it was in God’s own free Will to emanate the world or
to let it be either created of uncreated in Himself. God does
not need the world as object, whereas the world needs God, its
Creator, from the time of its emanation.

Just as the sun does not communicate anything of its sub-
stance or essence to the earth, so also God does not give the
world anything of His Godhood. As the sun only gives its at-
tributes (light, warmth and power) to the earth, so also God
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lets His attributes shed their rays upon the world. Like the
word comes forth from the speaker, the writing from the writer,
the work from the creator, so the material (the thing), the spir-
itual (the human being), and the superspiritual (the Prophet)
issues forth from and shines out of God. God works in His
emanation dynamically (dispensing power).

All material things are ordered like a planetary system. In the
center is the divine dynamo and around Him circle in a raving
dance the matter particles, the so-called atoms. The faster
the movement, the firmer and denser appears the matter to us.
The human spirit is not within the body; because it is exalted
above all egress and ingress, above all circling and turning
which only appertains to the essence (nature) of matter. The
human spirit (or the soul) is a ray, a reflex out of God, and the
relationship of the spirit and body is like that of the sun and
the mirror. The spirit illumines the body. “It is the spirit that
builds the body for itself”, that gives the body its life and its
beauty.

Taken precisely, it is incorrect if we call the body the cage or
the prison of the spirit. The spirit rather is conferred upon the
body for the length of its life. Should the body be decomposed,
the spirit borrowed is free to return to the lender - God. Or,
God the Lord calls the borrowed spirit back and the body, the
instrument (organ) of the spirit, soon thereafter decomposes.
Much could still be said about this! However, it has become
late. Let us close with the prophetic words of His Holiness the
Bab in His tablet Suratu Tawhid (Proclamation of Unity of
God): “God knew before the existence of all things and His
knowledge does not need the existence of an object of knowl-
edge. Verily, the pure Being (God) does not connect Itself
with anything and the cause of the earthly world rests within
the free Will of God Who through His breath of life (Word,
Logos) emanate the world and thus puts His stamp upon His
creation.”

SDW v014#01 p.007-010, SDW v01#02 p.025-027, SDW v18#06-07 p.179-185
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To: Marie L Hopper, in Chicago
Date: 1910-Jul-04

O Lord of the Kingdom:

Although I am weak, yet Thou art powerful and mighty. I
am poor, Thou art rich and the peerless Lord. O Lord, I
ask Thee for a perceiving eye, an attentive ear, an eloquent
tongue and for the life and heart of the paradise of Abha. O
Thou kind God, suffer this maidservant of the threshold to
become heavenly, angelic, merciful and celestial. Confer Thy
providence upon her, reveal to her Thy mercy, Thy clemency,
and aid her in the service of the Kingdom. Verily, Thou art
the Giver, the Forgiver, the Loving.
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AB02824

To: Siyyid Abdu’l-Ghani (Lanjan) et al., in Sidih Lanjan
Date: 1910-Jul-06

...0O divine friends! At this moment in the Garden of Ridvan,
we are familiar and intimate with other friends, known and
perceived. I engage in remembrance of the merciful friends and
spiritual beloved ones, offering supplications and lamentations
to the Kingdom of Mysteries, seeking the favors of the Lord
and beseeching the gifts of the Kind God. I seek passion and
rapture, attraction and joy, delight and gladness, and increase
my wonder and bliss through the melodies of birds.

O spiritual friends! Heavenly bounties are manifest and
evident, and divine favors are like spring rain. The lights
are resplendent and the horizons bright with the light of the
Covenant. The East is illumined, the West perfumed. The
world of existence is in motion, the realm of possibility alive
with the spirit of providence. Rest is not permitted, stillness
not befitting. Patience without victory is futile, lethargy
breeds sorrow. The candle must be lit, the moth must sacrifice
its life, the nightingale must sing at dawn, and the birds of the
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meadow must offer wondrous melodies. A songless nightingale
is destitute, and a fruitless tree is without glory. As much
as you can, kindle the fire of love, burn away the veils of idle
fancies, play a new melody, and be consumed by the fire of
communion and supplication.

The favors of the Most Merciful Lord are endless, and the grace
and bounty of the Bestowing God are an unlimited ocean. How
long will you remain silent and still, and how long will you sleep
and be dormant? Through the favors of the Blessed Beauty,
it is hoped that you will become like the surging sea and like
a brilliant lamp. Raise a tumult in those regions and ignite a
flame in the hearts of the heedless. Divine confirmations come
moment by moment, and success is your constant companion.
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AB12254

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Jul-06

O Bashir of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Letter number 31 was received and
its contents noted. The gathering of the friends on the night
of martyrdom of the Primal Point, may my spirit be a sacrifice
for Him, and the reading of the Most Exalted Letters, keeping

vigil through the night, and the attraction of hearts brought joy.

You had inquired about the translation of the Most Exalted
Letters - both the original and translation were revealed by the
Supreme Pen.

The letter about the meeting of the gathering was noted. This
gathering is most blessed. My hope is that this gathering will
cause such enthusiasm and excitement in the homeland of His
Holiness the Exalted One, may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him,
that souls will turn to the Most Glorious Kingdom, and the call
will be raised high - the blind will gain sight, the listless will
become enkindled, the frozen will become attracted, the silent
will speak forth, the unconscious will arise in tumult.

The replies to the letters of Karbila’i Habib and Jinab-i-Navvab
Ghulam-Husayn Mirza are enclosed - please deliver them. The
oppressive governor who intended to persecute you has, praise
be to God, been dismissed and ‘Aynu’d-Dawlih appointed. It

9 ng) ' ;'O)LQ'L ML &T.VJ\M Jy:é L;‘
3 0Lk ezl ) 55 plas Ogaiae
5l Gy Ll s O e sl
Sl 5 ool 5 (dle Dby~ 22
Sl fams Ol A5 s w6
)\J)Jb 4&*.]) J,\a‘ .\33}3 OJ}C.' d‘}ﬁ u}”&

):L,a L}c‘ #

St i) 42 i Mo DB iz taal
e Jimit) &l pal CnS L
:—T.w\ ) @))wdc\ CJJ.a.’- O‘Lf)JJ J}:«
el oSk @fwﬂ;-*@é@;;;ﬁ
Olsy# 5 Npd Ly 01,87 535 b 5 e
Ol Kyt dexie Oldamis Xs§ st

Ayl et s G 4 Ol du) s

Ol Ol s IS tal Ol
2 Sl by b 53 Ve Gt
Dypme b b1 s QLT s dos §
Sy § ol Aol 5 e dadlie s

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 34


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-190.html

V]

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

AB03620

is hoped complete rest will be obtained for the friends, as this
person does not interfere with anyone’s religion or faith.

Convey Most Glorious Greetings to His Honor Afnan of the
Blessed Tree, Aqa Mirza Aqa, and say that entering the gath-
ering is most blessed and the cause of felicity in all affairs.
The results of service to the Cause of God will soon become
apparent. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ustad Hasan et al., in Jahrum
Date: 1910-Jul-06

O ye exponents of fidelity! Although the ungodly have
stretched forth the hand of aggression, destroyed the homes
and dwelling places of the friends, and pillaged and plundered
their possessions, those were only earthly dwelling places. This
destruction is the cause of construction and this devastation
is the cause of flourishing, for it occurred in the path of the
All-Glorious.

Although an earthly edifice may be prosperous now, in the end
it will crumble into dust. But a divine structure is a habitation
in heaven and a limitless, eternal dwelling place. Therefore, if
one of these earthly edifices hath fallen from its foundation,
at the same time a fortified castle hath been raised up in its
stead in the Kingdom of Abha. For this reason, suffering these
calamities should be the cause of gratitude and thanksgiving.

Uplift your hands in supplication and entreaty to the King-
dom of Abha, and pray: O kind Lord, thanks be to Thee that
my house and home have been destroyed in Thy path, and
my shelter and nest have been lost for the sake of Thy love.
Praise be to Thee that Thou hast bestowed upon me such a
gift and united me with such a favor. Thou, verily, art the
Giver, the Bountiful, the Kind. No God is there save Thee,
the All-Glorious, the Most Exalted.
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To: Siyyid Husayn Jahrumi

Date: 1910-Jul-06

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! olg, b 6l

Thy letter was received, thy account was read of the injuries
perpetrated by the unbelievers upon the friends, and it is now
known how those who are deprived of knowledge have attacked
and assaulted the confidants of His mysteries. Love always
hath bloody intentions from the very first, according to Rumi.
And this hath ever been the means of separating the alien spirit
from amongst us.

In such a path as this a new calamity is undoubtedly ordained
each day and all manner of tests and tribulations must be
anticipated along this road. In the meeting place of mankind
the Ancient Beauty, may my life be a sacrifice to His loved
ones, raised high the chalice of suffering full to the brim with
pain and tribulation. He drank to the dregs the cup of His
SOITOWS.

Therefore let us never entertain the desire for comfort and tran-
quillity. Let us rather follow the example of God and progress
step by steady step along the path of selflessness. Let us at all
times trace the beauteous arc along the mysterious circumfer-
ence of sacrifice and in our journey of love for Baha’u’llah let us
at every moment speed towards the field of martyrdom. This
truly is the attribute of the faithful; this verily is the charac-
ter of such as enjoy near access unto Him. Should the Divine
Cupbearer proffer to our lips a chalice brimming with these
bounties let us render up our lives for it, murmuring myriad
thanks.
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To: Farsi, Jamshid Khudadad et al., in Bombay
Date: 1910-Jul-06

O two faithful servants at the threshold of the One, Rustam the
pure soul has hastened to the eternal world, and that leader of

the righteous has journeyed to the threshold of the All-Merciful.

He has found release from the hardship and toil of this earthly
realm and received his portion from the bounty of the celestial
world. He was a wandering bird that has now taken flight to
the eternal nest and original homeland. He was without rest
or dwelling but has now made his way to the proximity of the
Most Great Mercy.

2 Praise be to God, he was a believer and was certain, he was
steadfast and firm, he was knowing and aware. Therefore do
not be sorrowful, do not be grieved, do not sit in distress, do
not become wandering. Would that every soul might find such
perfect freedom from impurity and hasten to the pure world
and radiant realm. This passing is not death and loss, nor
extinction and nonexistence, but rather deliverance from the
world of darkness and entrance into the eternal world.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty.
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To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

Date: 1910-Jul-06

...5ome of the loved ones should establish ties of friendship
with the notables of the region and manifest towards them
the most affectionate regard. In this manner these men may
become acquainted with the Baha'i way of life, learn of the
teachings of the Merciful One, and be informed of the pervasive
influence of the Word of God in every quarter of the globe. If
but one of these souls were attracted to the Cause, others would
quickly be similarly moved, since the people tend to follow in
the footsteps of their leaders....

COC#1837x
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To: Jamaliyyih (Khayrul-Qura), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)
Date: 1910-Jul-06

O handmaiden of Baha! Consider how cherished thou art to
be addressed by such a title. Know thou the value of this
designation and conduct thyself accordingly in this arena, for
a handmaiden of the Blessed Beauty must, in all matters, skills,
and in the madness of love, be distinguished from others.

Assuredly thou wilt become thus, so that thy passion, enthusi-
asm and rapture may spread throughout all regions.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Jul-08

O my dear one, O my kind friend! Every week a letter arrives
from you in the utmost eloquence and expressiveness. Truly
you are a herald of the victory of the Divine Unity, and in
the path of servitude to the Blessed Beauty you sacrifice your
life and fall short in nothing. If only this enthusiasm and this
fervor and this rapture and attraction were universal!

In any case, from the first dawning, the pure soil of Shiraz was
watered by the outpourings of the All-Merciful and the spring
rain of the Most Merciful One, yet until now it has not yielded
as it should and must. For this reason the heart of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is affected to such a degree that flowing tears and burning
sighs are his constant companions.

O Lord! The friends in Shiraz are privy to the mystery and
in servitude at the Sacred Threshold they are the companions
and fellow-voices of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Make those souls signs of
guidance and make that group the dawning-place of inspiration
from the Most Glorious Kingdom, that they may stir up en-
thusiasm and rapture and scatter musk and ambergris. Grant
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them ecstasy and joy, bestow upon them movement and mo-
tion, that each one may become a royal falcon soaring to the
heights of the supreme gift and become the phoenix of the Qaf
of the Abha Kingdom. I place my hope in Thy grace and await
Thy infinite favors. Thou art the Bestower, the Illuminator,
the Giver, and the Kind.

A letter was written to Janab-i-Ardishir Shahvir and Janab-i-
Rustam Fulad - deliver it to them. And upon thee be the most
glorious Glory.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jul-08

My God, my God! I beseech the Kingdom of Thy mercy and I
humble myself before the Dominion of Thy sovereignty, and I
call upon Thee with a submissive and humble heart at the Cen-
ter of Glory, saying: O Lord! Ordain healing for Thy servant
who supplicates to Thy most exalted Kingdom, and make him
a sign of Thy mercy among all people, and decree for him recov-
ery from every ailment and disease, that he may thank Thee
for the removal of distress, the abundance of mercy, the profu-
sion of bounty, the manifestation of compassion, and healing
from every illness.

O Lord! Ordain for him every good within the realm of possi-
bility, admit him to the garden of paradise, deliver him from
the depths of illness and disease, and assist him in Thy service,
O my Ever-Giving Lord!

Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Great, verily
Thou art the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

JHT A#002
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To: Shahvir, Ardishir et al.
Date: 1910-Jul-08

O ye two precious souls! The Sun of the world of sanctity hath
so brilliantly shone upon the horizons that every worthless one
became precious through this great bounty, strangers became
friends and foreigners became intimate.

Those friends must loose their tongues in thanksgiving that
once again the great Star of Supreme Felicity hath shone forth

from the dawning-place of Iran with the utmost flame and light.

The dead name hath become alive and the withered body hath
become fresh and verdant. The Iranian form, after old age,
hath taken on youth and after weakness hath found heavenly
bounty.

Ere long ye shall see and hear how the land of Iran and the
clime of the Persians shall become brilliant and illumined with
the light of the sun and moon. And upon you both be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Jul-10

O servant of the Desired One! This is the time when the East
and the West have become the dawning-places of the morn of
The Sun of Truth hath shed its radiance, and the
birth of the Promise of all peoples hath come to pass. The
advent of this blessed Day is a source of joy and gladness for
thee.

oneness.
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To: Fatimih Sultan mother of Abdu’l-Vahhab et al.
Date: 1910-Jul-11

O relatives of the honored pilgrim Aqa Abdul-Wahhab! During
the days he was at the Holy Shrine, while attaining the pres-
ence at the Threshold and meeting with the friends, he was
constantly occupied with your remembrance and thought. At
every moment he would make mention of you and with heart
and soul would cry out in every breath. Truly he was steadfast
in faithfulness and constant in love and purity.

The condition of faithfulness is that at the Threshold of the
All-Merciful one remembers the loved ones and seeks assistance,
grace, protection and shelter. Today the field is vast and polo
stick and ball are easy and simple, and infinite bounty is evi-
dent and manifest. Let us see which soul will gallop forth and
snatch the ball of precedence and excellence from the field. All
must arise with determination and resolve with firm purpose
and demonstrate capacity and capability in the human world.
They must become recipients of effulgences and mirrors of di-
vine manifestations. They must become sources of light and
intimates of mysteries.

This servant prays for all and in the Kingdom of mysteries,
night and day, supplicates and implores, seeking spirit and
fragrance for the friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful
and begging for the grace and bounty of the Lord, the Bestower.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09536

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Baghdad

Date: 1910-Jul-11

O tested believer! Your letter full of sighs and lamentations
caused grief and regret. Indeed, it is difficult to endure hard-
ship after ease, but it is necessary to share in the trials and
tribulations of the Kind Friend - one must take a portion and
share. Therefore, if difficult days befall you, this is due to

j%deJJJn‘M\JWJ}:G\
O ey e (GG AT o2
W, 5T s Ab (a5 o oY

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 41


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=84
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

ABO00333

your blessed fortune. Be not sorrowful - these days more bitter
than poison shall pass. Place your trust in God and be patient
in tribulation. In times of joy and delight and gladness and
pleasure, everyone considered himself a hero, but it befits the
chosen ones to show joy and happiness and delight and success
in times of chaos and disorder.

Continue to appeal to the honorable ministers, saying that my
intention was to dwell near the Sacred Thresholds and spend
the few remaining days of life pursuing acts of worship, resid-
ing at the Sacred Threshold with peace of mind and soul. But
all affairs have become confused and disordered, and the rel-
atives have fallen into trouble and hardship. Therefore I was
compelled to return to Iran that I might bring some order to
affairs and then return to the Sacred Thresholds. Afterwards,
when you observe signs of acceptance, return to Iran. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00333

To: Husayn Ali Isfahani, in Palestine
Date: 1910-Jul-13

O thou perfumed pilgrim! Diverse multitudes and countless
throngs each year separate themselves from friend and acquain-
tance, kith and kin, wife and child, abandoning their familiar
homeland, traversing deserts and crossing vast distances until
they reach the earthly Ka’bih - an edifice metaphorically at-
tributed to God which, through a word from the Dayspring
of Revelation, has become the point of circumambulation for
souls. With utmost eagerness, humility and submissiveness
they circle round it, seeking acceptance at the threshold of the
Almighty and hoping to attract the gaze of the Ever-Living,
the All-Powerful.

Now thou, praise be to God, with supreme aspiration and in
the utmost joy and delight, hast crossed seas and deserts and
reached the intended goal. Thou hast circumambulated that
which the Concourse on High circles round, and hast attained
the sacred threshold of the Lord. Thou must now acquire
boundless spiritual bounties, derive radiant divine lights, seek
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spiritual attraction, and pursue heavenly sensibilities. Return
to the regions of Iran with the greatest glad-tidings, cherish
the friends with the favors of the Self-Sufficing Lord, fill them
with enthusiasm and rapture, raise high the standard of stead-
fastness, and compose a melody with sweet tones that listeners
may be transported and lovers may arise in joy and delight -
that a new fervor may seize their minds and a fresh joy may
shine forth in their hearts.

O thou honored pilgrim, convey that permission hath been
granted unto Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali Saqgatfurush, together with his
mother, to attain the presence in the coming year; and likewise
Aga Muhammad Sadiq Bilurfurush is authorized. Concerning
Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Hannasa, the petition for forgiveness
was already presented aforetime. And now, for that attracted
soul, the flame of Sinai, the father of Aqa ‘Ali Nur, I beseech
the forgiveness of the all-forgiving Lord. O forgiving Lord! ‘Ali
Nur was a grateful servant and a patient bondsman. Through-
out the days of his life he walked in the path of deliverance; he
was a servant held in utter subjection unto God, yet did he ac-
count himself, in glory and exaltation, above kings and rulers.
Yearning for the vision divine, he winged his flight unto the
Kingdom of Mysteries, that beneath the title Thou hadst be-
stowed upon him he might, as a candle amidst the Concourse
on high, be kindled and shine, and might be aided and con-
firmed in the Most Great Bounty. O Lord! The bestowed title
is itself a sufficient proof of that special pardon and desired
forgiveness. What further room remaineth for this servant to
hope for, or to implore remission? Surely he is accepted and
brought nigh, regarded and honored. Thou art the Forgiving,
the Merciful.

O honored pilgrim, unto Jinab-i-Aqa Abu’l-Hasan, the son of
Aga Muhammad Hannasa, bear from me greetings and faith-
fulness; give him the glad-tidings of the Most Great Gladness
and announce unto him the supreme bestowal. Read unto the
assured Leaf, his steadfast mother, the signs of divine mercy,
and cheer her through grace and loving-kindness. I cherish the
hope that, through the aid and protection of the tender Lord,
she may remain sheltered and guarded within the cave of His
favors. Give also unto Jinab-i-Aqa Zaynu’l-‘Abidin to drink
of the limpid waters of certitude, that he may rest assured in
the loving-kindness and bounty of the gracious and all-aware
Lord. Likewise, unto his honored consort, his glorious son Aga
Fadlu’llah, and the pure leaf Nusratiyyih, and Ruhiyyih, and
Qudsiyyih, and ‘Azizu’llah, and their tender-hearted mother,
do thou waft from this servant the fragrant perfume of the rose-
garden of complete and abundant greeting, that their nostrils
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may be perfumed thereby. And unto the dearly loved hand-
maid of God, the wife of Aqgay-i-Shah ‘Abdu’l-‘Azimi, convey
the utmost praise. I hope that she may be near unto the thresh-
old of divine oneness, aided, confirmed, and made victorious.

O Lord of destiny and decree! Bring the loving servant Haydar
into the most radiant horizon; illumine his face, gladden his
soul with tidings, bestow Thy bounty, and lavish upon him
forgiveness. Cause also the long-suffering servant Muhammad
Khunsar to move as a cypress beside the stream of pardon and
remission, and let him drink his fill from the fountain of Thine
endless favors. Bring the manifest recipient of Thy shining
grace, Aqa Hasan-‘Ali, into the garden of divine unity, and in
the paradise of reunion make him joyful and rejoicing through
the contemplation of Thine infinite outpourings. Purify in Thy
Kingdom the dearly loved handmaid Hubbiyyih, making her
holy and blessed. Make the spiritual servant Aga Muhammad
Ibrahim Kashani a companion of the birds of God in the merci-
ful rose-garden, and cause him to be intimate with glorification
and sanctification, with praise and exaltation. Grant unto the
servant of Thy threshold, Aqa Rajab-‘Ali, in the everlasting
world, attainment unto a bounty without end.

O honored pilgrim, guide Aqa Mirza Shukru’llah Rawdih-khan
unto the meadows of the favors of the Lord of heaven and earth,
and gladden and rejoice him through the love and sincerity of
this yearning one for the vision divine. At this moment, as I
called him to mind and busied myself with his remembrance,
my soul and heart were filled with spirit and sweet fragrance.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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To: Taqi Khan Qumsi, in Palestine
Date: 1910-Jul-13

O thou who circlest round the Concourse on High! Praise be
to God that thou hast attained the ultimate goal of those near
to God, hastened to the sheltering shade of the Glorious Lord,
made the dust of the Sacred Threshold the precious collyrium
of thy discerning eye, sought fellowship with the divine friends
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in the assemblage of the All-Merciful, and spent days in ut-
most joy and delight in the company and presence of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Now that thou hast received limitless bounties from
the Sacred Threshold, when thou returnest to Iran, announce
the Great Glad-tidings and raise the cry of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!
Give the divine friends the joyful news of eternal gifts and guide
strangers to the path of Greatest Guidance. Be the cause of
happiness and joy, bring about spirituality and delight.

Give Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Nasru’llah Kashi the glad-tidings
of the greatest gift from ‘Abdu’l-Baha and inspire firm
trust in the favors of the Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting Lord.
Make Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Hashim Kashi hopeful of the
ancient Lord’s grace and perfume his nostrils with the sweet
fragrance from the garden of truth. Convey utmost love and
kindness on my behalf to the honored maidservant of God,
the assured leaf, the mother and sister, give them glad-tidings
of infinite bounty and intoxicate them with the cup of divine
favors. The honored sister who studies the lesson of teaching -
encourage and urge her to be restless day and night until she
gains complete knowledge of divine proofs and evidences and
becomes the cause of guidance for heedless women.

In Tehran, convey to the friends who are firm in the Covenant
the Most Glorious Greetings from this wanderer in the desert
of God’s love, and deliver this message: O friends! Today the
eyes of all nations are fixed upon the conduct and behavior
of the friends, observing whether this people are steadfast in
divine counsels and exhortations or are heedless and negligent,
whether divine teachings have been realized or remain in the
realm of imagination, whether they are occupied with words
or risen to deeds. Therefore, the firm ones in the Covenant
must arise according to the teachings in the Tablets and mani-
fest such qualities and virtues as to astonish minds and amaze
souls. It is necessary and obligatory that it be firmly estab-
lished throughout the world that the people of God are well-
wishers of all and pure lovers of humanity, striving with heart
and soul to render service to the human world and show love
to mankind, that they are truthful and steadfast, striving and
struggling with good intent and perfect love, pure nature and
sanctification. If they succeed in attaining such a gift, in a
short time the lights of divine confirmation will illuminate that
land and region, and Iran will become the envy of rose gardens
and flower fields.
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O honored pilgrim! Thou hadst requested forgiveness for the
late brother Aga Mahdi, therefore supplication for pardon of
sins was made to the Kingdom of divine favors: O Lord! Thy
servant Mahdi, who longed for eternal meeting, hastened from
this world to the realm beyond place, and turned his face away
from friend and stranger, kin and relation, to become the com-
panion of faithful friends in the Concourse on High and to be
immersed in the ocean of forgiveness. O Forgiver! Free that
faithful servant from the weight of sins, make him shine in
the horizon of pardon, and make him a lofty palm tree in the
paradise of grace. Thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower, the
Kind.

O honored pilgrim! Convey utmost longing to Aga Mirza
Habibullah Qamsari that he may arouse another yearning and
attain to another attraction and ecstasy, and become so firm
and steadfast in servitude at the Sacred Threshold that he may
achieve great success. Likewise give glad-tidings of the grace
and generosity of the Omnipotent Lord to the honored wife
and herald the favors of the Glorious Lord that she may shine
day and night like a candle with the lights of the love of God.
And convey to each and every one of the other friends and
maidservants of the All-Merciful, with utmost joy and delight,
the glad-tidings of the favors and bounties of the All-Merciful
Lord. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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AB11158

To: Aga Mirza Mahmud son of Husayn-Ali, in Palestine
Date: 1910-Jul-13

... The tender plants in the garden of unity who are studying
moral education are under the gaze of favor and in the shadow
of the grace and bounty of His Holiness the One. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, with utmost supplication and entreaty, beseecheth their
progress and advancement in the sublime degrees of the human
world. It is hoped that this shall come to pass....
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To: Aminullah Farid, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Jul-15

...The purpose of enduring all these blows, bearing these af-
flictions, sacrificing lives and shedding the blood of thousands
of blessed souls, and the Blessed Beauty’s endurance of prison
and chains for fifty years, and the breast of the Primal Point
becoming the target of a thousand arrows of cruelty, was that
in the world of humanity the divine perfections, heavenly in-
spirations and holy manifestations might become resplendent.
Your attention and vision must be focused on these matters
and your intention and purpose must be service to the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting Lord, else life becomes the cause of
distress and physical existence leads to remorse....
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To: Agnes S Parsons, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Jul-17

O precious maidservant of God! Thanks be to God that you ar-
rived safely and securely in your familiar homeland. Your brief
letter was received, and likewise the receipt you sent arrived.
My purpose was that after your return to Washington you
would raise high the banner of the Most Great Guidance and,
like the morning star, shine with the light of the most great
bounty, and raise such a cry that would awaken the sleeping
ones and cause those who are extinguished to become enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God. This is what matters -
otherwise the human edifice is extremely weak and imperma-
nent. The numbered days of life will end and the bright day
will finally darken, and in the last breath one will hasten from
this world to the next world with utmost regret. My purpose
is that you should progress so much in human perfections and
divine inspirations and conscious feelings that you become a
heavenly angel and a manifestation of the favors of the All-
Merciful Lord. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v07#16 p.151-152x
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AB01794

To: Alice Mary Buckton, in Byfleet Surrey
Date: 1910-Jul-20

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received and
from its contents spiritual joy and inner delight became evi-
dent. Our intention was to write a detailed reply, but due
to illness and weakness and feebleness, I am compelled to be
brief. Later when strength and health return, a detailed letter
will be written, for truly you are attracted to the Kingdom
and engaged in service to the human world, thus deserving of
correspondence and letters. Now I will reply briefly.

Answer to first question: The Baha’is do not believe in the
incarnation of the Word, meaning the transformation of the
divine nature into human nature or pre-existence into tempo-
ral existence. Rather, the belief is that the Bab and the Blessed
Beauty are complete Manifestations in the human world. It is
clear and evident that the pre-existent cannot become tempo-
ral nor the temporal pre-existent. Transformation of essence is
impossible and inconceivable. Rather, the Perfect Man is like
a pure mirror in which the Sun of Reality with all its infinite
bounties is apparent and visible.

Answer to second question: In the teachings of Baha’u’llah,
reincarnation of souls in multiple bodies is not mentioned.

1 Answer to third question: Baha'u’llah did not abrogate the
teachings of Christ, but rather confirmed and renewed them,
expanded and perfected them, and explained and clarified
them.

5 Answer to fourth question: Baha’u’llah did not describe Him-
self as greater than Christ. Baha'u’llah described the Manifes-
tations as rising-points of one Sun, meaning the Sun of Reality
is one but its dawning-places and rising-points are many - that
is, one Reality shining in multiple mirrors. And you yourself
have answered well. Now I too have given a brief answer.
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Convey to all the friends of God, individually, my most glori-
ous and most wonderful greetings. Express to the dear heav-
enly daughter Mrs. White utmost kindness and respect on my
behalf, and likewise give the glad-tidings of infinite favors to
the honored maidservant of God Miss Schepel, upon her be
the Most Glorious Light of God. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Light.
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ABO00975

To: Baha’is of Saysan
Date: 1910-Jul-21

O ye believers of God and friends of Abdul-Baha!

If ye knew how the heart of Abdul-Baha is soaring at this mo-
ment at your mentioning and the spirit is rejoicing at your
name, undoubtedly you would not contain yourselves in this
physical temple, neither would you have heeded any persecu-
tion or suffering.

Today the world of existence is moved through the Call of
the Covenant, and the disjoined members of this earth have
found mutual communication. Consider ye that the confusion
produced thereby cannot be cleared and the forces cannot be
brought together save through the Power of the Testament, and
the darkness of the East and the West can only be dispelled
through the Sun of the Covenant. The Divine Covenant is like
unto the spiritual Springtime, which encircles all creation.

Now the greatest test for a tree is to have the latent possi-
bility of fruition, and with the appearance of the spring they
put forth leaves, branches and blossoms, but if a tree is barren
at this season it will remain deprived and fruitless. Likewise,
those souls who have been firm in the Covenant of God, are
detached from all else save God, and are attracted to the fra-
grances of God, their faces will shine like unto the luminous
moon, with the Light of Assurance. But the jealous bats, the
people of injustice and pride, flew away from the Light of the
Covenant and shrank out of sight into the dark dungeon of
hesitation and fear. They have left the lamp of the Testament
and are running in the Sahara of discord and are seeking the
gloom of worldliness. They turned away from the Pure Spring
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of Life and attached themselves to the stagnant pools of su-
perstition. They left behind the Paradise of Abha and were
contented with this nether world.

They do not search after the Garden of Holiness but they wish
for the sterile desert of passions and selfishness. They passed
by the Blessed Tree and gathered around the stunted bitter
plant. They did not yearn for the Star of Guidance, but they
desired the wil’o’the wisp of allurements. This is the result
of their exertion in this life. Leave them to themselves, pay
no heed to their faults, for verily they have left the Path of
Guidance and forgotten the Road to Righteousness. Verily,
they are afflicted with inharmony and discord and their loss
will be very great.

Therefore, O ye friends of God! enter ye in the Rose-garden
of Oneness, take ye a share from the essence of singleness and
spread the Breaths of the Morn of Holiness. The Glad-tidings
of the Bounty of the Blessed Perfection is descending from the
Invisible Kingdom, the Sea of Providence is moving and the
waves of the Mercy of the Almighty are unlimited. Endeavor
as far as ye can, so that ye may immerse yourselves in this vast
Ocean and soar heavenward toward this Exalted Apex.

The greatest of all affairs is unity and harmony, the love and af-
fection of heart and soul. The believers of God are the waves of
one Sea, the drops of one River, the signs of one Kingdom, the
standards of one Regiment, the lights of one Orb, the Armies
of one General, the stars of one Heaven and are addressed by
one Covenant. Consequently they must associate with each
other like the brilliant Stars of Pleiades in one firmament and
become the letters and words of one Book.

Upon ye be greeting and praise!

SW__v01#13 p.001-002
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To: Ardishir Doctor Irani
Date: 1910-Jul-28
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2 O servant of the Abha Beauty! Thou hast hastened from East
to West and taken flight from Orient to Occident. My hope
is that thy star may ascend and shine with utmost brilliance
from the horizon of that region.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Date: 1910-Aug or <

To consider that after the death of the body the spirit perishes,
is like imagining that a bird in a cage will be destroyed if the
cage is broken—though the bird has nothing to fear from the
destruction of the cage. Our body is like the cage, and the
spirit is like the bird. We see that without the cage this bird
flies in the world of sleep; therefore, if the cage becomes broken,
the bird will continue to exist; its feelings will be even more
powerful, its perceptions greater and its happiness increased.
In truth, from hell it reaches a paradise of delights, because
for the thankful bird there is no paradise greater than freedom
from the cage.

Infants are under the shadow of the favor of God, and as they
have not committed any sin and are not soiled with the impu-
rities of the world of nature, they are centers of the manifes-
tation of bounty, and the Eye of Compassion will be turned
upon them.

In the Name of God, the Supreme, the High! I ask Thee, by
the sorrow of the hearts of the beloved and by the tears of the
eyes of the lovers, to deprive me not from the fragrances of Thy
Godliness in Thy days, and from the melodies of the Dove of
Thy Oneness at the appearance of the Lights of Thy Face!

Hold Thou my right arm, O God! and dwell continually with
me! Guide me to the fountain of Thy Knowledge and encircle
me with Thy Glory. Let mine ears harken unto Thy melodious
tone and comfort me with Thy Presence. For Thou art the
strength of my heart, and the trust of my soul, and I desire no
one beside Thee!

SW__v014#09 p.012-013
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AB09113

Date: 1910-Aug or <

You have written regarding the Assembly of Women. Undoubt-
edly, show ye great effort in this matter, and make constant
endeavor in the expansion of its spheres, and know ye of a cer-
tainty that it will be crowned with great success. This subject
is pregnant with far-reaching results and when it is directed
in a benefitting manner, such women will be trained in that
Assembly that the whole world will be astonished by their elo-
quent speeches and fluent utterances, and they will silence and
discomfort the orators of the East and the West.

Today the women in the West lead the men in the services of
the Cause, summon the people under the shade of the Blessed
Perfection, and loosen their tongues in eloquent lectures, deliv-
ery of wonderful proofs and the elucidation of new arguments.

SW__v01#09 p.010-011

ABU3103

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

O my daughter, live the life of a Baha’i and you will always
have to be occupied with great thoughts; all that which is
trivial, half-hearted, will have no more hold over you, your
soul will feel more and more liberated and released from the
fetters of the narrow, trivial, mean and empty, you will grow
eagle’s wings for the highest flights of thought; Nearer my God
to Thee, nearer to Thee!

SDW v13#10 p.103
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ABU2948

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

First view every illness as a purification and consider that in
each illness there lies the blessing of solitude: The Lord God
wants to keep you to Himself for a brief or long time. Appreci-
ate, enjoy this blessing from God, and from the soul’s solitude
will come the “soul’s companionship with God”: - the compan-
ionship of Him, the All-Highest and yourself -; then say with
Jacob, the Patriarch, “I will not let You go, unless You bless
me!”

SDW v13#10 p.103

ABU3351

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

In this world and the world beyond we Baha'’is have but one
goal: to live and to work for the Kingdom of God (Malakut-i-
Allah). Immortal existence in the beyond is but a continuation
of our life and work here, through other means, in other forms,
in other surroundings.

SDW v13#10 p.103

ABU3426

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Fear not, worry not, do not pursue the things of this world!
Follow continuously the guidance of God, keeping His Kingdom
as the goal before your eyes here and in the beyond. With Him,
in Him, through Him, you are always and everywhere safe!

SDW v13#10 p.103
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ABU1454

ABU3027

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Be not the slave of your moods, but their master. But if you
are so angry, so depressed and so sore that your spirit cannot
find deliverance and peace even in prayer, then quickly go and
give some pleasure to someone lowly or sorrowful, or to a guilty
or innocent sufferer! Sacrifice yourself, your talent, your time,
your rest to another, to one who has to bear a heavier load
than you - and your unhappy mood will dissolve into a blessed,
contented submission to God.

SDW v13#10 p.103

ABU3587

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

One feels the most joyful contentment after fulfilling and com-
pleting difficult, sacrificial duties! Because then one rests in
God’s Will and Mercy.

SDW v13#10 p.103

ABU1454

Words to Dr. Fallscheer in the house of 'Abdu’l-Baha on 6 Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Dear Friend,
The event in which you are interested was as follows:

When I returned home from a medical visit on the Carmel to-
wards noon on 6 August 1910, my old maidservant Hadtschile
said to me: “Just now a servant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha was here
and left the message that the Hakimih should come at ‘Asr’
(3 o’clock) to the Haremlik (women’s quarters) of the Master,
as one of the maidservants has a very bad finger.” It inconve-
nienced me not a little to start my medical visits on Saturday
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already in the early hours of the afternoon. But as I knew
that the Master never asked me to come outside regular hours
without an urgent reason, I decided to go there punctually. I
already knew that little Faridih, a temporary maid, had been
suffering from a terrible panaritium [suppurating inflammation
of the finger| for weeks. I had tried to convince her on several
occasions that she should let me lance it, but as soon as one
even spoke of lancing, she would cover both ears and howl as
if being spitted. She insisted that the ailment had already im-
proved a lot through applying alternating compresses of onions,
tomato pulp and leaves of Hauswurzel (a type of cactus). Now
the Master seemed to have intervened with a word of com-
mand and the obstinate coward, although fearful of the knife,
had to obey. When I set out at the time stipulated I had ev-
erything with me that I would need for the small operation. I
immediately went to the domestic quarters on the ground floor.
Faridih behaved like a lamb, only her eyes, red with weeping,
showed that there had been a struggle earlier, and submission.
The finger did not look good, and it had to be treated exten-
sively with knife and sharp spoon. When it was all over and
finger, hand and arm were bandaged and in a sling, Bahiyyih
Khanum sent the little sufferer to bed and asked me to take
some refreshments with them, the ladies of the household.

While we were still sipping coffee and talking in Turkish, which
I spoke more fluently than Arabic, a maidservant came and
said: “’Abbas Effendi was asking for the Hakimih to go up
and see Him in the Selamlik (reception room) before leaving”.
Bahiyyih Khanum soon after took me by the inside stairs to
the first floor, where on the left of the main entrance lies the
larger of the reception rooms. The Master had me tell Him
about the finger of the little girl, and whether the danger of
blood poisoning was now gone. I was able to give Him reassur-
ing news. At this moment the son-in-law (husband of the eldest
daughter of ‘Abbas Effendi) entered the room, in order, so it
appeared, to take leave of the Master. At first I had not no-
ticed that, behind the tall, stately man, his eldest son, Shoghi
Effendi, had entered the room and greeted his venerable Grand-
father with the oriental kiss on the hand. I had already seen
the child briefly several times. I had been informed recently
by Bahiyyih Khanum that this young boy of perhaps 12 years,
the oldest direct male descendant of thisfamily of prophets, was
destined to be the eventual successor and authorized represen-
tative (vazir) of the Master. While ‘Abbas Effendi conferred
in the Persian language with Abu-Shoghi who was standing in
front of Him, the grandson remained in a respectful attitude
near the door, after also having greeted us politely and having
given his great-aunt the oriental hand-kiss. In the meantime
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several other Persian Effendis (a group of pilgrims who were
about to cross to ‘Akka) had entered the room, there was greet-
ing and leave-taking for about a quarter of an hour, coming and
going. Bahiyyih Khanum and I had retired to the seat in the
window on the right, and we continued our conversation in
Turkish in low voices. While doing so I did not take my glance
off the very youthful grandson of ‘Abbas Effendi. He was in
European summer clothes, with short trousers but very long
stockings reaching above the knees, and with a short jacket.
From his size and build one would have thought him thirteen,
even fourteen years old rather than eleven or twelve. In the
still childish face I immediately noticed the dark, prematurely
adult, even melancholy eyes. The boy remained in his respect-
ful and waiting attitude and position without moving. When
his father and his companion had taken leave of the Master,
his father whispered something to him on going out, where-
upon the boy, slowly and sedately like an adult, approached
his Grandfather, waited for Him to address him, then replied
modestly in Persian and was dismissed smilingly, not without
having been permitted to kiss the hand respectfully. I noticed
how the boy walked backwards when leaving and did not re-
move his dark, true-hearted eyes from the blue, magical glances
of his Grandfather for a moment.

‘Abbas Effendi got up and came across to us; we immediately
got up, but the Master asked us to sit down again and Himself
sat down in an informal manner on a Persian stool next to
us, or rather to the side of us. As usual we silently waited for
Him to address us, which He soon did: “Well, my daughter”,
the Master commenced, “how do you like Shoghi Effendi, my
future Elisha?” (Old Testament, 2 Kings, 2nd chapter, verse
13). “Master, if I may speak frankly, then I have to say that in
his boyish face are the dark eyes of a sufferer, of one who will
suffer a lot!”

Thoughtfully the Master looked beyond us into a far distance,
only after a considerable time did His glance come back to us,
and He said: “My grandson does not have the eyes of a pio-
neer, of a fighter, of a victor, but in his eyes, in his glances there
is an abyss (=depth) of fidelity, endurance and conscientious-
ness. And do you know, my daughter, why he particularly has
been appointed to the difficult inheritance of my Vazir (Min-
ister, Bearer of official business)?” Without waiting for my
answer, looking more at His dear sister than at me, as if He
had forgotten my presence, He continued: “Baha’u’llah, the
Great Perfection - blessed be His Words - in the past, present
and forever - had appointed this lowly servant as His Successor,
not because I was the first-born, but because His inner eye had
earlier discerned the Seal of God on my brow.
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Before His ascension into eternal light the blessed Manifesta-
tion exhorted me that I also - without regard for the right of
primogeniture or age - should look among my sons and grand-
sons for him whom God would mark for His office. My sons
sank into eternity at a tender age; among my kindred and lin-
eage only little Shoghi carries the shadow of a great calling
in the depths of his eyes.” Again a long pause followed, then
the Master turned to me again and said: “At the moment the
British Commonwealth is the greatest empire and is still in the
ascendant, its language is a world language. My future ‘Vazir’
will receive the education for his hard office in England itself,
after he has been given a grounding in the oriental languages
and in the wisdom of the Orient - here in Palestine.” After this
I dared raise the objection: “Will not a western education, the
English training, change his nature, fetter his lively spirit with
rigid, intellectual bonds, stifle his oriental irrationality and in-
tuition with dogma, conventionality, so that he will no longer
be a servant of the All-Highest, but a slave of expediency, of
western opportunism and of shallow triteness?” Long pause!
- Then ‘Abbas Effendi - ‘Abdu’l-Baha rose and said in a firm
voice in a solemn tone: “I am not giving my Elisha to the
British to educate, I dedicate and give him to the All-Highest.
God’s eyes will keep watch over my child in Oxford also. -
Insha’allah.”

Without a farewell greeting, without further words, the Master
went out.

I took leave of Bahiyyih Khanum, and when I was leaving I saw
the Master standing in the garden, where He was apparently
engrossed in profound thought, looking at a fig-tree laden with
fruit.

In November 1921, when I was staying in Lugano and learnt
of the passing of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Haifa, my memories and my
thoughts went back to that far-away hour in August 1910, and
I wished in my thoughts all the good and all happiness to
Elisha-Shoghi. - Insha’allah.

SDW v104#10 p.139-142, PPRL.011-013x, SEIO.065-067x
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ABU3539

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Baha’i mother, (spoken to an Arab lady present) teach your
sons the blessing of obedience and the happiness of sacrifice -
know, that you may then safely let them travel alone along the
road of life!

SDW v13#10 p.103

AB02170

To: Biman Surush et al., in Bombay
Date: 1910-Aug-08

O Parsi friends! The honorable Rustam Mihraban is indeed
kind to the friends and thinks of their happiness. The proof of
this is that when he attained the threshold of the All-Merciful,
he remembered the friends and mentioned those who were ab-
sent, showed humility and supplication, and sought bounties
and bestowals from the Kingdom of Mystery for the friends.
He also requested a letter from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to be written in
the blessed names of the friends. I too bowed my head at the
threshold and sought endless favors and asked for boundless
grace, and now I am writing this letter so that you may know
how this heart and soul is connected to the love of the divine
friends, and despite lack of time, day and night I think of those
noble ones, and am always fresh and verdant from the breeze
of their love and happy and joyful in their remembrance.

Rejoice, for by virtue of the favors vouchsafed by the all-
bounteous Lord Iran is destined to advance greatly and to
become even as a delightsome paradise. Nay, I cherish the
hope that it may become the envy of the world and that its
musk-laden fragrances may perfume the East and the West!

3 O Lord! Make the sun of Khursand content and happy through
forgiveness and grace. Immerse him in the ocean of forgiveness
and clothe him with the garment of pardon and bestowal. Illu-
minate his forehead with the light of manifest favors and make
his soul a witness in the gathering of the Supreme Concourse.
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You have delivered him from the darkness of this mortal world,
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so make him successful in attaining the radiance of the eternal 5 o5 Jss 5,8 Cmjy Jler 5 5 S 56

realm and grant him dwelling in the precincts of Your great
mercy and shelter under the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Bound-
ary. You are the Bestower, the Kind, and You are the Forgiver
of sins.
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ABU3324

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

One remembers an anecdote from a lecture by Ruhiyyih
Khanum, about a Christian woman named Lydia who came
time and again complaining about her husband to ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. One day He said to her, ‘Lydia, Lydia, you cannot put
up with this one man, and I have to put up with the whole
human race’

SDW v13#10 p.103

ABU3439

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Hatred and insincerity can become deadly poisons for the soul;
compassionate love and a burning ardour for truth strengthen
the life of one’s own soul and cure it of that which is strange
and ailing.

SDW v13#10 p.103
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ABU3621

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The most beautiful pentagram comprises: Love, work, prayer,
peace and joy; pursue daily its realization!

SDW v13#10 p.104

ABU3038

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Not only in India are there castes and caste feeling. The prin-
ciple of exclusiveness poisons even today the Western civilized
states. The Christian Church with its hierarchy of clerics has
reversed Christ’s and Paul’s teaching of unity. His Holiness
Christ has set the slave beside the master, and what has the
Church of the 19th century said to the slavery of the Negroes
of America? O Baha’u’llah, Thy gentle Voice of Truth will
some day penetrate as far as the churches.

SDW v13#11 p.112

ABU3352

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

God’s guidance is intended to release us from the unpredictabil-
ity of our sensuality, the insane arbitrariness of our will, from
the burden of our faint-hearted, worrying spirit, and to let us
walk safely in the fetters of His almighty love and justice, so
that we do not resist.

SDW v13#10 p.104
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ABUO0610

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

All things of this world fall into two groups, either they belong
to the things that can be measured, weighed, proven, or else to
the ones that cannot be measured, weighed, proven. You want
an example, my daughter? Look, here in London I can always
prove to you, count to you, that twice two is four. But how
can I prove to you that you are or have an immaterial soul?
Can I measure, weigh, touch, prove your soul? The materialist
or atheist, however, accepts only the first category of things as
real or factual, as “existing”, and nothing else; how illogically,
inconsequentially, how onesidedly and blindly he judges.

As soon as the atheist comes to you, as the great tempter and
unifier and asks: “Prove, show to me your soul”, then say to
him boldly: “Prove to me that I have no soul, show me what
it is that thinks in me, for the brain is but the implement,
where is the life of the implement, where does the implement
come from, who creates it?” - He will tell you: “As an honest
person, as an upright seeker, I have to reply: “Nobody knows
this, nobody can know this!” But you, the idealist, you should
not assert either, as an honest human being, an upright seeker:
“The self is or has an immaterial soul” - because you cannot
prove or show it either, and therefore both the atheist and the
idealist must say: “We know nothing of the soul, we know no
soul!” This is the language of the materialists and atheists!

But then, my daughter, you should not fall silent in embarras-
ment, but you should tell him: “O atheist, there is no America,
I have not seen America, [ have not even glanced at America,
I cannot believe the travellers and books, I want, here from
London, in London itself, to see, touch, count, measure, weigh
America, other proofs I will not accept as valid!” How will the
atheist reply to you? He will say: “Come with me to America;
here in London I cannot show you America concretely, visi-
bly, but there, on the spot, you will have to let yourself be
convinced and you will be convinced of the land of America” -
and you will reply: “Good, O atheist, but what is fair to one
is fair to the other - my thinking self is my soul, and the home
of my soul is there with the Origin and Source of all souls -
with God. Let us die, and then I will convince you of the soul,
of the higher home, of God. The world beyond is the home of
my soul, it is my America, in which you do not believe and of
which you refuse to know, because I cannot show it to you here
in this world. Let us travel across the sea of death to the world
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beyond, and I will show it to you, just as you want to show me,
after a journey across the ocean, the reality of your America
beyond. You, materialist, possess this world, show it, prove,
count, measure, weigh everything; but I, i.e. my soul, also pos-
sess the beyond on top of everything, and the day will come,
sooner or later, the eternal or the Judgment Day, when I shall
show, prove and demonstrate everything to you, to your soul.
Now we live in belief, in surmise, in feeling, in delicate, fragile
proof by analogy (comparison), in the reflection and refulgence
of the Eternal, the Immeasurable, the Incorporeal. -O atheist,
I cannot reach down for you, for example, the moon from the
firmament, to touch and see close to, but approach the water
and at least look at its reflection, the image of the heavenly
body. Much can now only be ‘seen from afar’, imagined from
afar, but the day of seeing it close - of touching and possessing,
will come, and then we shall speak further.”

SDW v13#10 p.104

ABU3580

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

What is culture, if it is not the living possession of an indi-
vidual? Luxury of the wealthy one! Possession of a class and
caste.

SDW v13#11 p.112

ABU3433

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

For the youth only the highest, most noble and best is good
enough! Then why is the elementary school-teacher in most
civilized countries kept in his semi-educated state, in a lowly
position, in an inadequate way of life?

SDW v13#11 p.112
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ABU3440

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Work is intended to give man self-assurance and dignity. Then
why does one rob him of these two important fruits, by mak-
ing work into drudgery, a load for those low on the economic
ladder?

SDW v13#11 p.112

AB00299

To: Rahmani Shirazi, Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf et al.
Date: 1910-Aug-16

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God, my Master, and my Ruler!
Thou seest me a victim of every tribulation, a target for every
shaft, and exposed to every spear. Not a day passeth but that
swords are drawn against me and afflictive darts are hurled
successively at the breast of this servant of Thine who standeth
poor and desolate amongst Thy creation. And yet, Thou seest
how my heart is filled with joy through the breaths of Thy
holiness, how my soul is enraptured by the signs of Thy oneness,
how my eyes are solaced by beholding Thy lights, and how my
spirit is exhilarated by the gentle breezes wafting from the
meads of Thy loving-kindness! I pay no heed to these shafts
and spears, nor am I perturbed by any other matter. Nay,
rather, I cling to the hem of patience, wear the armour of
fervent supplication, and quench the devouring flame ignited
by the hands of the wicked doers, with the tears I shed by night
and by day.

2 Assist me, by Thy strengthening grace, O my God, to serve
Thee amongst the righteous. Graciously aid me to render ser-
vice unto the pious, and grant that I may offer up my soul for
the faithful among Thy servants. Permit me, by Thy mani-
fold favours, O my Lord, to enjoy intimate communion with
Thee, and have mercy upon me by Thy bountiful grace. Keep
me safe within the stronghold of Thy care and Thy protection,
and guard me from the onslaught of the enemies, whether it be
openly or privily inflicted. Cause me to speak forth Thy praise
amidst Thy loved ones, and enable me to be a sign of mercy
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amongst the people. Help me, O Lord, to serve Thy loved ones
throughout all regions. Thou art in truth the All-Bountiful,
the Almighty, and verily Thou art the Compassionate, the All-
Merciful!

O ye faithful friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In this new springtime,
the luminous Orb shone forth from the vernal point at the
equator, shedding its splendour upon the world and bestowing,
through its light and heat, a new grace and a potent spirit upon
every region. Through that heat and light, energy and vitality
were generated in the veins and sinews of the world, a new
creation was called into being, and a fresh spirit was breathed
into it. The weary frame of the world was endued with new
life, and the dead body of existence was quickened and endowed
with measureless blessings. A wondrous Dispensation dawned,
a new creation was called into being, and the verse “I breathed
of My spirit into him” was fulfilled. The realm of being was
adorned, and the universe was illumined by the dawning of
that manifest Light. Signs of life and growth appeared in all
created things, and great advances became visible in all beings.

Those who judge with fairness acknowledge that the nineteenth
century was the era of light and the pride of all ages. The signs
of progress became visible in every aspect of existence, in such
wise that it became equal to a hundred others. Indeed, the
achievements of this one century were greater than those of
the fifty that came before. That is to say, were ye to gather
the works, the inventions, and the wonders of the previous five
thousand years, they would by no means compare with those
in this heavenly era and divine century. The enterprises and
discoveries of those fifty centuries, their sciences and inventions,
their achievements and wonders, cannot rival those of this one
century.

5 Behold, therefore, how the signs of the revelation of the Sun
of Truth are present and manifest in all created things! And
yet, the ignorant and unheeding are sunk in endless slumber.
They remain utterly unaware of the cause of this growth and
development, and the source of this boundless progress. They
know not the Orb whose dawning hath ushered in this divine
springtime, nor the clouds whose outpourings have brought
forth these boundless favours. They see the motion, but reflect
not upon its motive force. They acknowledge the fresh beauty
of the vernal season, but are utterly heedless of the limitless
effusions of grace in the divine springtime. They see the rising
dust, but cannot perceive the swift-riding horseman. They
gaze at the towering sails, but cannot apprehend the onrushing
winds that propel the ship. They hearken unto the celestial
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Song, but remain oblivious to the Mystic Nightingale. They

witness the surging waves, but are blind to the boundless ocean.

They feast on fresh and luscious fruits, but remain ignorant of
the Tree of mysteries. They see the lustre of the lamp, but are
unaware of the dazzling light within it. In any case, it is our
hope that the people may wake from their slumber, become
inebriated by this choice wine, and, through its power, grow
mindful.

O ye friends of God! Ye are truly intoxicated by the wine of
fidelity; ye are indeed the victorious hosts of the Concourse
on high. Ye have scattered far and wide and are assisted by
the all-pervasive power of the Word of God. Ye are the means
for the quickening of the peoples of the world and are leaders
among the ranks of His true lovers. Ye are guides to the path
of salvation, and your hearts are wedded to His clear tokens
and signs.

O friends! Praise be to God that the banner of Divine Unity
hath been hoisted in every land, and the melody of the Abha
Kingdom hath been raised on every side. The holy Seraph of
the Concourse on high is raising the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha!”
in the midmost heart of the world, and the power of the Word
of God is breathing true life into the body of existence.

Wherefore, O ye faithful friends, it behoveth you all to join
‘Abdu’l-Baha in self-sacrifice and in service to the Cause of God
and thraldom to His divine Threshold. If ye be aided to attain
unto such a supreme bounty, the whole world shall erelong be
made the recipient of the effulgent splendours of God, and the
longed-for oneness of humanity shall be revealed in the utmost
beauty and charm in the midmost heart of the world. This is
the dearest wish of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! This is the greatest yearning

of them that are faithful!l The Glory of Glories rest upon you.

BSW#15.41x, LOTW#45
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To: Baha’is of Malayir et al.,
Date: 1910-Aug-16

in Nahavand

O Lord of the highest heavens! O Thou Who art sanctified,
Who revivest decaying bones from extinction! Thou hast ever
been in the heights of glory and grandeur, sanctified above the
understanding of the people of wisdom. Forever are minds too
weak-winged to attain unto that loftiest summit. There is no
way unto Thee except through powerlessness and effacement,
no drawing nigh unto Thy exalted threshold except through
supplication and entreaty.

O Lord! Hearts are attracted to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom,
breasts are dilated through the signs of guidance, eyes are con-
soled by beholding the lights, souls are made good through
perceiving the traces, and spirits are stirred by the breezes of
mysteries and wondrous remembrances in the depths of night
and the early dawn.

O Lord! Aid Thy loved ones to remain firm upon Thy path
whereon feet have slipped. Make their hearts steadfast in Thy
love and make them as immovable mountains in constancy,
firmness and tranquility.

O Lord! Thou seest the enemies attacking Thy loved ones from
every direction, the ravening wolves assailing Thy chosen ones,
and the fierce beasts of prey devouring the oppressed among
the people of faithfulness. They have no refuge or shelter save
the cave of Thy protection, no helper except Thy grace and
favor.

O Lord! Shield them through Thy power, preserve them within
the protection of Thy guardianship and shelter, make them
speak Thy praise among Thy creatures, guide through them
those who have gone astray unto the path of guidance, lead
through them the thirsty to the spring of knowledge, make
them guides unto Thee, servants before Thee, and chiefs at
Thy gate taking refuge in Thy precincts. Protect them from
overwhelming attack and preserve them from the dominion of
the ignoble. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing, and verily Thou hast power over all things.
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To: Mirza Ishaq brother of Bagir from Qazvin
Date: 1910-Aug-16

O spiritual friend! His honor, the brother, arrived in this divine
realm with spiritual rapture and inner attraction. With utmost
joy and delight he attained the blessing of visiting the Sacred
Threshold and received infinite favors. Now he has requested
the writing of this letter.

Despite fever and fatigue, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has undertaken to
write this epistle and loving address, so that you may know
how your kind brother is moved with love for you. A brother
should be thus affectionate and well-wishing, distinguished
from stranger and kin. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has written this letter
with utmost love and faithfulness, and hopes through the
grace and favor of the Divine Unity that means of spiritual
and physical joy may be provided for you, that you may
receive an abundant share of the favors of the Forgiving Lord.

O Lord! Grant these two servants of Thy threshold, Baqir
and Ishaq, shelter in Thy protection, immerse them in the
ocean of forgiveness, enable them to attain the Supreme Com-
panion and confirm them with the Greatest Gift. As Thou
didst bestow former mercy, grant subsequent forgiveness. As
Thou didst provide assistance and favor at the beginning of
life, freely give nurture and forgiveness and pardon at the end.
O Lord! Look not upon sin, grant shelter and refuge in Thy
protection, and bestow that which befits the reality of Thy
mercy. Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the Kind, and Thou
art the Forgiver, the Pardoner, the All-Merciful, the Helper.
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Date: 1910-Aug-16

O thou son of the Kingdom!

Today, the most important affair and the greatest hope is the
unity and concord of the Friends. In every city where the
Friends are united, spirituality and illumination is manifest
and apparent with infinite power and strength; but where there
is a lack of the warmth of love, every one becomes withered,
cold, unhappy and deprived. Therefore, endeavour ye with
all your heart and soul so that union and concord may be
increased, the Word of God promoted and the lights of unity
be spread. Convey on behalf of Abdul-Baha the wonderful
ABHA Greeting to all the Friends of that Spiritual Assembly.

SW_v01#10 p.001

ABU3353

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah teaches that the human
being - every human being - has a right to peace, freedom, joy
and work. The oneness of mankind (i.e. unity) ensures peace
for the individual as well as for all. Peace guarantees freedom.
Freedom brings joy, joy benefits work.

SDW v13#11 p.112
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Hamadan et al.
Date: 1910-Aug-18

O divine friends! Praise be to God, you are successful, con-
firmed and steadfast in serving the Cause of God and in servi-
tude to the Divine Unity. In the path of God you endure tribu-
lations and attacks from enemies, and in the path of divine love
you are the oppressed ones of the horizons. Each morning you
drink a cup of tribulation and each evening you become intox-
icated with the wine of trials and sufferings. Since it is in the
path of the Beloved, every bitterness is sweet and every pain
and suffering is comfort to the soul and heart’s desire.

In this mighty century, when I gazed upon your blessed names
in the letter, utmost joy and delight were attained, for praise
be to God, those pure-hearted friends are faithful and turned
to the Abha Kingdom, occupied day and night in thought and
remembrance of how they might render some service and by
what means they might demonstrate strength and endeavor.

Surely that gathering will shine forth like a candle and raise
the banner of eternal glory at the pole of the world, and will
be victorious and triumphant through the celestial hosts, and
through the power of the Supreme Concourse will open the
world of hearts and souls.

I continually raise my hands in supplication to the Kingdom of
Mysteries and beg assistance, protection and safeguarding for
the friends, so that through a celestial power, a divine bestowal,
a heavenly confirmation and a merciful success they may be
enabled to demonstrate manifest steadfastness.

The greatest service is the firmness of the chosen ones, the
unity and oneness of the faithful, the agreement of hearts, the
connection of souls, unity of word, and the teaching of the
Cause of God. I beseech God that this crown of eternal glory
may shine forth upon the brow of that gathering throughout
ages and centuries to come.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Louise Waite, in Chicago
Date: 1910-Aug-18

O thou dear handmaid of God! Thy letter hath been received,
and its contents were noted.

Marriage, among the mass of the people, is a physical bond,
and this union can only be temporary, since it is foredoomed
to a physical separation at the close.

Among the people of Baha, however, marriage must be a union
of the body and of the spirit as well, for here both husband
and wife are aglow with the same wine, both are enamoured of
the same matchless Face, both live and move through the same
spirit, both are illumined by the same glory. This connection
between them is a spiritual one, hence it is a bond that will
abide forever. Likewise do they enjoy strong and lasting ties in
the physical world as well, for if the marriage is based both on
the spirit and the body, that union is a true one, hence it will
endure. If, however, the bond is physical and nothing more,
it is sure to be only temporary, and must inexorably end in
separation.

When, therefore, the people of Baha undertake to marry, the
union must be a true relationship, a spiritual coming together
as well as a physical one, so that throughout every phase of
life, and in all the worlds of God, their union will endure; for
this real oneness is a gleaming out of the love of God.

In the same way, when any souls grow to be true believers,
they will attain a spiritual relationship with one another, and
show forth a tenderness which is not of this world. They will,
all of them, become elated from a draught of divine love, and
that union of theirs, that connection, will also abide forever.
Souls, that is, who will consign their own selves to oblivion,
strip from themselves the defects of humankind, and unchain
themselves from human bondage, will beyond any doubt be
illumined with the heavenly splendours of oneness, and will all
attain unto real union in the world that dieth not.

SWAB#084, BSW#16.16x,
BLO_PT#052.11

BWEF.372-373x, LOG#1266x, BSC.457 #840x,
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To: Mashhadi Iskandar Gangjihi
Date: 1910-Aug-18

O pilgrim of fragrant musk-like breath! Praise be to God
that from those regions you donned the pilgrim garment of the
Ka’bah of the intended goal and, with utmost sincerity and at-
tention to the Beauty of the Beloved, you traversed the stages
and stations until you reached the gatherings of remembrance
and attained the honor of presence at the holy sanctuaries.
You laid your head at the threshold of the Blessed Shrine and
gained abundant portion from visiting the Holy Precinct.

Now return with complete joy and delight, and in your passage
through cities and villages convey the Most Glorious and Most
Beauteous greetings to all the loved ones. Give each one the
Greatest Glad-tidings and make them hopeful of the mighty
gift.

Deliver eloquent speech to the members of the Teaching Assem-
bly and convey the message of this wronged exile, that they
may know they are remembered in this gathering and are pre-
cious in this court. From the endless bestowals, the firm hope
and intense desire is that day by day they may progress and
receive bounties, and like the trees of gardens may grow and
flourish through the drops of the cloud of mercy, and from the
breeze of providence may gain infinite freshness and grace.

His honor Aqa Hasan and his mother have permission to attain
the presence in the coming spring.

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Beauteous greetings to
the assured maidservant of God, the suppliant leaf, the hon-
ored wife, and likewise convey heartfelt messages from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to the true partner, his honor ‘Abbas-Quli, and show the
utmost kindness and affection. Due to lack of time there is no
opportunity to write a special letter - surely you will excuse
this.

And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Tvughli
Date: 1910-Aug-18

...O Thou Living and Omnipotent One! Thou art the Shelter
of sinners, the Bestower and the Forgiver. We are immersed
in sin, and Thou art the Ocean of bounty. We are in the
darkness of rebellion, and Thou art the Sun of grace and favor.
O Lord! Look not upon our shortcomings, and deal not with
us according to our unworthiness and utter impotence. We
are abased and sick - make us mighty and glorious. Bestow
healing, grant the supreme remedy of forgiveness and pardon.
O Forgiver! Take us not to task for our sins. Thou art the
Helper and Supporter of every bewildered one. Thou hast
made us detached from the world below; make us successful
in the realm of the Kingdom. Thou hast delivered us from the
realm of limitations; lead us to the rose-garden of Thy favors.
Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, the Deliverer, the Eternal,
the Merciful.

5 ekiz 5 o BuS ol g & gl
bl by 55 glas G b 850
otw\,y;yuu,f_qwowﬁ
5 DB s Lo iy i LB,
2pp o s 3 Ll yone Lo 00 £
),é:«r)a'.o\dlu:ui@-_db)>b}‘_},}¢§
2 e Olan LES T 15 Jydie 01,38
sl dle ) Kans 5 g2 51 Gl
oS SEAE oS Oler s 24 ln
Gy by Sl (2K suls, OB e

Oy 5 odaly 5 oslay 5 odins 5 ol

MMG2#250 p.281x

AB12842

To: Wife of Siyyid Suhbatullah Dakkihi, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Aug-18

O maidservant of God! Praise be unto God that thy loving hus-
band hath entered beneath the shade of the Blessed Tree, and
hath received the light of divine guidance from the heavenly
sun and luminous moon. He is an agreeable companion and a
true friend. Therefore, thou shouldst act in such a manner that
he may enjoy the utmost happiness, felicity, and delight and
may be wholeheartedly pleased and gladdened. I shall pray for
you and hope that, through the bounties and blessings of the
Almighty, ye may live in a state of utmost harmony and love.
Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious.
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Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Our relationship to God, the Lord, must rest on two basic
pillars: willing submission of one’s own will to the divine Will,
and uprightness. In the latter basic condition we fail, if we try
to satisfy our conscience and our longing with empty formalism
and dead dogmatism.

SDW v13#11 p.112

AB03041

To: Sydney Sprague, in Haifa
Date: 1910-Aug-19

My Lord, my Hope, my Refuge, my Aspiration, my Goal, my
Shelter, my Return and my Shield! Thou seest me near the
luminous Spot, the sacred Precinct, the Most Exalted Station,
gazing toward Thee, trusting in Thee, drawn by the fragrances
of Thy love, yearning for the outpouring of the lights of Thy
bounty, remembering Thy remembrance, supplicating to Thy
Kingdom.

My Lord! My bones have weakened - strengthen me with Thy
power that moveth the realities of all things, and enable me
to serve at Thy holy, luminous and brilliant Threshold. Make
my mornings and evenings, my dawns and dusks, confined to
devotion toward Thy most glorious horizon, that I may breathe
the breath of morning, with tongue outstretched in radiance
through the darkest night, and call upon Thee in the depths
of darkness.

My Lord! Let me drink from the cup of ardent love, and intox-
icate me with the wine of rapture through my attraction to the
Kingdom of Beauty. Then make the hearts of the pure ones
throb with Thy remembrance at dawn and dusk, their tongues
speak Thy praise night and day, and their breasts expand with
the signs of Thy oneness in the early hours.

My Lord! Verily Thy servant Alexander Sprack hath wandered
in the desert of Thy love in the farthest lands and was attracted
by Thy call in that distant shore, and hastened to the luminous
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Spot, desiring to be joined with Thy good maidservant who
believeth in Thy verses, who is enkindled with the fire of Thy
love, who is related to a branch of the Tree of Thy mercy.

My Lord! Make this union blessed by Thy grace and favored
by Thy generosity - a binding that shall not be severed, a holy
partnership with Sprack, a blending and rejoicing and unity
and intermingling unto the endless ages in every world of Thy
holy worlds in the realm of spirits and lights. Verily Thou art
the Helper, verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the
All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.

SW_ v01#10 p.009

ABU1479

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The redeeming death of Christ has been misunderstood for
centuries. Go to the monks of the monastery of Elijah, and
they will tell you the following: “God harbours such anger
for the sinful, fallen human beings, that only the voluntary
sacrifice of Christ, which lies in His suffering and death, could
win back for the human race the forgiveness and mercy of God
and had the power to justify it anew. The wrath of God had
to be quenched by the most noble blood!”

O you disciples of Elijah, what then? According to this view
Christ would have had nothing more important to do than
to suffer and to die as quickly as possible! O Christendom!
Did not Christ have to live a pure, perfect earthly life as an
eternally shining example to his deluded contemporaries; did
not He, the great Master, have to refresh and teach again the
Revelation, the guidance of God, and imbue with the laws and
ordinances of the All-Highest a generation gone astray, blind
and deaf?

Surely, my daughter, you automatically ask: “Yes, but why
then did Christ have to suffer and die vicariously on the cross
for our sins?” Omne important reason I will unveil for you to-
day: “Each Manifestation of God, from Buddha and Confucius
to Baha’u’llah, lived a life in God, with God, for God, and
such a life, according to the eternal and inscrutable laws of the
Creator, is only possible through the creature’s obedience and
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sacrifice. With His life Christ, the Holy One, proved His obedi-
ence, in His death he proved His complete sacrifice! Even you,
O Baha’i friend, will be able to walk the way to the Kingdom
of God only through a life of action in obedience to God’s Will
and through daily suffering and dying in self-sacrifice. - How
much more then the Holy Heralds of God?”

SDW v13#11 p.112

ABU3429

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Read, my daughter, the Holy Books of mankind; as a Christian
study particularly the New Testament; show me, where does
the great Master Jesus speak of the “Wrath of God”? But
rather of the all-consuming love of the Father for His lost son!

SDW v144£01 p.007

ABU2114

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: What is the wrath of God?

You ask: “What then is the wrath of God?” The wrath of
God is the erroneous designation for logic, causality, in brief,
the justice of God. If we ignore God, He will ignore us and
subject us to His unchangeable laws of nature; if we avoid Him,
He will retreat from our lives. He, the Creator, lets His Sun
rise over the just (those loving God) and the unjust (those far
from God), but the first have the dew of His blessing, the latter
shiver under the mildew of His curse! And in what consists
this curse? In this, that the Lord God will no longer stand
in a personal relationship to us, but in an objective one. We
are no longer His heirs, but we have become debtors estranged
from our own nature and paradise, who can only expect a
businesslike accounting, not a fatherly embrace! Well then,
we choose between Gerizim and Ebal (Mount of the blessing,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 75


https://file.bahai.media/a/ad/Sonne_der_Wahrheit_Jg_13_Nr_11.pdf#page=10
https://file.bahai.media/9/9b/Sonne_der_Wahrheit_Jg_14_Nr_01.pdf#page=9

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other) ABU1894

Mount of the curse) - we Baha'’is, we have already adopted
Gerizim as our place of residence.

SDW v14#01 p.007-008

ABU3332

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The real, true Baha'’is are the seeing, the perceptive, the know-
ing; their most noble task is that they make good use of the
grace of understanding and refine the conscience of men every-
where, thus paving the way for the Kingdom of God on earth.
For love and peace bring heaven down to earth.

SDW v14401 p.008

ABU1894

Words spoken to Miss St. in Aug 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The Englishman has an unshakable sense of statesmanship,
which is entirely entwined with his business sense; therefore
he is the born conqueror and colonizer. The German in his
true nature is the opposite, his natural predisposition to be a
boundless world citizen stands in the way of his business effi-
ciency. Boundless world idealism impedes his pedantic sense of
duty and work. He is the born peace-maker and world school-
master.

The Englishman knows what he wants, and is capable of what
he wants, and he does not want more than he is capable of;
the German knows everything, both what he wants and what
he does not want; he can do both and often does what he does
not want but someone else wants, and most often he wants to
do more than he is capable of.

The Englishman is a realist, a man of the present and of facts.
The German is an illusionist, researcher into the past and
seeker of the future. Therefore the world will at first belong
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to the Briton, and only in a future, peace-loving world will the
German stand at the top.

The German will imprint on the era of peace his organisa-
tion, his spirit, his traits; therefore the Blessed Perfection
Baha'u’llah already believed in the leadership of the Germans,
because there the most hopeful ground for the Baha’i Teach-
ings exists.

SDW v14#01 p.008

AB11228

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi, in Port Said
Date: 1910-Sep ca.

Most confidential. Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi, perhaps I will find
an opportunity and come to Egypt for a few days. Therefore,
you should remain there until I come. If no change occurs, I
will come.
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ABU1904

Words to Mirza Asadullah Qumi, spoken around Sept. 1910 in Port Said

For nearly one month ‘Abdul-Baha remained in Port Said and
the friends of God came from Cairo, in turn, to visit him. One
day he called me to accompany him when taking a walk in the
streets of the city. He said: “Do you realize now the meaning
of my statement when I was telling the friends that there was
a wisdom in my indisposition?” I answered, “Yes I do remem-
ber very well” He continued, “Well, the wisdom was that I
must always move according to the requirements of the Cause.
Whatever the Cause requires for its promulgation, I will not
delay in its accomplishment for one moment! Now, the Cause
did require that I travel to these parts, and had I divulged my
intention at that time, many difficulties would have arisen.”
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The day that he left for Alexandria he did not mention the
matter to anyone; nor did this servant know the time of his
departure. However, when I heard that he had left, I hur-
ried to the steamer and there met him with two pilgrims from
Eshkabad. He said: “Tell the friends, how, under severe cir-
cumstances of bodily weakness, I have accepted the hardships
of travelling to promote the Word of God, to spread the Cause
of God and to diffuse the Fragrances of God! I have left behind
friends, relatives and home for the sake of the Cause!”

SW_vO1#15 p.002

AB01773

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Sep or <

O ye Beloved Friends of Abdul-Baha!

Today the most important affair is delivering the Cause of God
and spreading the fragrances of God. The duty of every soul
among the believers of God is that he must rest neither day
nor night, and with every breath think of the diffusion of the
fragrances of Truth. That is, he must endeavour as far as lies
in his power to quicken and guide a soul to the Path of Immor-
tality, for this service of his will be perpetuated throughout
centuries and cycles.

The power of the faith of the first guide will be transmitted,
find continuation and become manifest in the lives of other be-
lievers, until one sanctified soul will become the cause of the
quickening a hundred thousand souls. Consider how impor-
tant this is, for the guidance of one soul is greater than the
sovereignty of a kingdom. The temporal dominion is ended in
a few days and no effect or result, no rejoicing or happiness, no
beatitude or praise and no name or fame is produced thereby.
But this sovereignty which consists in the guidance of the souls
is eternal and everlasting. It embraces the Divine Beloved and
it establishes man upon the throne of grandeur. Therefore,
Spiritual Assemblies must be established in all the cities and
their aims must be the guidance of the souls.

Likewise some teachers must be sent to various parts and in
every direction, for the sake of diffusing the fragrances of God,
so that they may direct the seekers to the Divine Path; even
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the coming and going of the friends is beneficial. For instance,
the friends who live in the smaller cities often do not receive
any news, and then only at random. Now if certain souls arise
to travel through these places, give the Glad-tidings of God,
stay in every place a night or two, deliver the news of the Holy
Land and other countries and cities of the East and West, and
associate with them with the utmost love, enthusiasm and hap-
piness, this will be conducive to attraction and enkindlement,
the people will be trained in spiritual matters and obtain ex-
hilaration and life. This will become the cause of diffusing the

fragrances and the motive-power of the promulgation of the
Word of God.

His Honor, Mirza Aga Taraz, and Ali Akbar are two blessed
souls, and they are the cause of happiness to the heart of Abdul-
Baha. It is assured that they will become assisted in the uni-
versal services and in the Kingdom of ABHA they will shine
and gleam like unto the morning star.

Upon ye be the Glory of God!

SW_ v01#11 p.001-002

AB10311

Date: 1910-Sep ca.

The invisible hand has opened the doors, and wisdom requires
that Abdul-Baha hasten to the country of Egypt; for he is
infinitely ashamed and chagrined that he has not yet been as-
sisted in servitude. Perchance, through traveling in this land,
he may be assisted in the future to some small service.

Now we are living in the country of Canaan and are supplicat-
ing day and night at the Threshold of Mercifulness and beg
confirmation and assistance for the friends of God, so that all
of us may participate and become partners in the servitude of
the Holy Threshold and be aided in accomplishing one service.

SW_vO1#17 p.007
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AB01204

To: Milani, Mulla Ahmad et al.
Date: 1910-Sep-10

O ye blessed souls! Praise be to God that as a bounty for
guidance you have become the manifestations of the grace of
the one true God and the dawnbreakers of the sun of mercy.
You have become detached from this world and its affairs and
you have enchanted your heart to the one beloved of the world.
You have become engaged in the certitude of the sacred thresh-
hold. You have arisen to serve the cause of God. You should
appreciate this great bounty and to render due thanks in this
path you must become self sacrificing.

2 Day and night remember God, day and night commune with
the mention of that beloved one of the world above. Supplicate
the kingdom of glory, concentrate your attention to the centre
of beauty. Give praise and thanks to God who lifted the veils
from your eyes who vouchsaved great bounties and who made
you see the great signs of God who made you hearken the call
of the kingdom of Abha.

Therefore do not seek comfort or rest either by day or night,
seek to guide other souls so that those who are deprived may
become the repositories of the mysteries so that those who are
portionless may obtain a portion from this measureless grace.

His honour Aqa Mohsen fell victim in the path of God in the
hands of wild beasts and suffered enormously. That suffering
and pain was the cause of the light of faithfulness to shine more
intensely and that steadfastness and firmness in the cause of
the Abha beauty may become apparent. When you look at it
in truth that suffering was the cause of bounties being made
manifest. Those wrongs and injuries resulted in steadfastness
in the love of the most great name.

O ye faithful friends in this world neither wrong doing re-
maineth nor torment nor suffering, neither does comfort, rest,
happiness, neither injury nor hurt—all will pass away, but those
who suffer in the path of Baha will attain the great bounty.
Others will be afflicted with manifest loss....
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AB12300

AB06474

To: Azizullah Misbah, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Sep-10

My Lord, my Hope, my Ordainer, my Fashioner, my Refuge,
and my Shelter! Verily Your servant ‘Aziz has humbled himself
before the Kingdom of Glory and supplicated the Realm of
Beauty, hoping to attain his aspirations and arrive at the court
of grace, bounty and beneficence.

My Lord, ordain for him entry into the vast and boundless
sanctuary, and arrival at the sought-after rose garden, and en-
joyment of the bestowed gift, and attainment of the promised
pledge.

My Lord, make him mighty in the Egypt of divine knowledge,
and pure gold in the treasury of certitude, and assist him with
the hosts of Your holy Kingdom in private and in public, and
aid him with the armies of Your angels in the realm of creation.

Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the Merciful, and
verily You are the King, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting,
the Help in Peril.
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AB12300

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Sep-11

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Multiple letters were re-
ceived from you, but due to lack of opportunity and numerous
afflictions, no reply was written. Now, as due to consummate
wisdom and the desire, hope and pleading of the people of the
West, a journey has been made from the Desired Land to Port
Said, an opportunity has arisen, therefore I take up writing.
For now, I write in reply to your recent letter. Praise be to
God, both Qavam and Nasr are victorious, and this is a promise
that was made beforehand. At the time of the dominion, might
and power of the enemies, prayers were openly offered. Now,
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praise be to God, through divine assistance and favor they are
victorious and triumphant. In gratitude for these bounties,
they must deal with justice, equity and consideration toward
the faithful, so that this authority may continue.

2 You wrote requesting that some attention be paid to you
as well. In your previous letter you had written that Zafar
Ghayr Muntasir was pursuing you and thinking to make
trouble. Praise be to God, through divine assistance and
favor, attention from the bounties of the Blessed Beauty was
received and immediately that disgraced one departed. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10729

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Sep-13

...O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A clipping from
Al-Mu’ayyad, which is the foremost newspaper of Egypt and
whose publisher is renowned throughout the horizons, is being
sent. This person previously wrote several articles against this
Cause at the instigation of respected Iranians, describing the
Baha’is as heretics. When Abdu’l-Baha arrived in this region,
he was transformed by a single meeting and wrote this arti-
cle retracting all his previous articles. Such is a fair-minded
person....
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ABO01303

AB04642

To: Fatimih Sultan wife of Haydar
Date: 1910-Sep-28

O honored maidservant of God! Give thanks to God that He
chose you from among the leaves and made you aware of mys-
teries, attracted to the Beauty of the Chosen One, and enkin-
dled with the fire burning in the Tree of Light. Truly you are
patient and thankful, firm and steadfast, established and res-
olute, upright and profound. Therefore be confident that the
favors of the Glorious Lord encompass you and the grace of
the Blessed Beauty is complete. The oppressor will ultimately
receive retribution, for God is not pleased with injustice and
treachery. This is why He says: “We grant them enjoyment for
a little while, then We compel them to a harsh punishment”
- this is a promise that will not prove false, unless they be-
come remorseful and repentant and turn in supplication to the
threshold of the All-Merciful.

Show the utmost kindness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the
relatives of the two martyrs and tell them that although that
pride of the righteous ones and Haydar of the chosen ones has
taken flight to the Kingdom of Light, ‘Abdu’l-Baha hopes to
arise in their station. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB01303

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1910-Sep-30

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter dated September 30,
1910 arrived. You had expressed joy and gladness about my
journey to the land of Joseph of Canaan. This elation, joy
and delight is most fitting. You and all the handmaidens of
the Merciful and the loved ones of God should feel the ut-
most happiness about this journey, for after forty-two years of
confinement in a mighty and formidable prison, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
journeyed to this great land with the utmost dignity and au-
thority. No one imagined that a day would come when the
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chains and fetters would be removed from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s neck
and placed around the neck of the tyrannical ‘Abdu’l-Hamid.
That treacherous one wished for ‘Abdu’l-Baha to perish in the
depths of the pit. Now praise be to God, he has fallen into the
pit while ‘Abdu’l-Baha will surely ascend to the height of the
moon. And from this journey, with the help and favor of the
Blessed Beauty, great fruits will surely be produced....
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AB02104

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Oct ca.

O thou herald of the Covenant and Testament! Thy numerous
letters have been received, and the contents of all were a cause
of joy and gladness. Praise be to God that thou hast been thus
aided and confirmed to render service, and hast arisen in such a
manner to evince thy servitude to the Sacred Threshold. This
is an abiding sovereignty, this is a perpetual bestowal! The
response to thy missives hath been delayed, a delay occasioned
by the severe disruptions, numerous preoccupations, and press-
ing concerns—among them the impending journey—Ileaving no
opportunity to attend to the matter.

Now, since I have arrived from Haifa at Port Said—there being
a surpassing wisdom in this journey, which shall be revealed
hereafter—I am writing a brief response; God willing, I shall
respond more fully later.

Convey to all the beloved of God a most wondrous Abha greet-
ing, saying: “O friends! The time hath come for you to devote
yourselves with all your powers to the service of the Cause of
God, to arise to spread abroad the sweet savours of God, and
to make such a joyful noise that Caucasia—mnay the whole of
Russia—will be stirred into motion.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha hath with all his soul dedicated himself to sacri-
ficial service: He cherisheth the hope of expending himself in
this endeavour a hundred times more devotedly than hereto-
fore, and each day longeth to hasten unto the field of martyr-
dom. The friends too must, in this service and endeavour, be
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my comrades and companions, my partners and peers: most
especially Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar, who, with a godly power and a
heavenly resolve, must sacrifice himself in the path of the Lord.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

i Kindly deliver on my behalf to his honour Shaykh ‘Ali-Akbar

the following message: “Time and again we suffered exile and
banishment; for thee too a draught from this cup is needful,
and a share of this most great bestowal is requisite, for thou art
deserving of this bestowal and bounty.” The Glory of Glories
rest upon him.
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To: Haji Mahmud et al.,
Date: 1910-Oct ca.

in Bandar Abbas

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The letter which you collectively
wrote congratulating my arrival in Egypt was noted. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha was imprisoned for forty years in ‘Akka, captive to the
people of hatred. The deposed Sultan would each day make
some pretext and increase restrictions and oppression, until
he sent an investigating committee that was the embodiment
of hatred and the personification of tyranny, like bloodthirsty
predatory beasts and savage wolves - cruel and murderous
oppressors. When these wicked souls arrived in ‘Akka, they
stretched forth the hand of transgression and, like the unclean
Yazid and Walid, enacted endless violations and harm. They
uprooted the foundations of justice and raised the edifice of
oppression. Yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha paid them no heed whatsoever
and would not even consent to meet them. However much
they schemed and complained, saying “We have come on be-
half of His Imperial Majesty; we never expected to encounter
such indifference” - despite all their reproach and rebuke, no
importance was given to them. Rather, complete calm and
composure were maintained, as if nothing was happening and
perfect peace prevailed, even while coded telegrams would ar-
rive constantly from the Sultan’s palace, whose contents made
clear their determination to either send ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Fez-
zan, hide him in the depths of the sea, or hang him.
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It was during this crisis that a special steamship came to ‘Akka
under the pretext of commerce, namely transporting grain
from Europe, and for three days and nights sailed between
Haifa and ‘Akka. The Europeans insisted, nay pleaded, that
‘Abdu’l-Baha depart at midnight from ‘Akka to the ship and
proceed to Europe. All arrangements were ready and prepared,
and even all the wise among the friends agreed it would be bet-
ter to migrate to Europe, since migration had always been a
cause of glory and power. But I considered that steadfastness
and firmness were preferable.

In any case, the investigating committee returned to Istan-
bul with a volume of fabrications and a book of calumnies,
and promised the enemies and Covenant-breakers that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s execution and crucifixion were definite and inevitable.
The head of the committee was soon to return as Governor of
Beirut, and had said the first decree he would execute would
be to hang ‘Abdu’l-Baha at the gate of ‘Akka. In short, before
the investigating committee reached Istanbul, while still at sea,
God’s cannon thundered at the Imperial Mosque after Friday
prayers, causing tumult and trembling in the pillars of state.
They rushed to find the perpetrator and found no opportunity
to move against ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Even the deposed Sultan had
said the time was not right for this matter until other problems
were resolved.

In brief, difficulties and trials assailed that wronged one from
every side until it ended in deposition - he found no chance
to act. During Istanbul’s revolution, the head of the investi-
gating committee, Arif, swallowed three bullets, the military
commander was exiled to distant lands, the army general per-
ished, and the colonel fled to Egypt and begged alms from
the friends. Thus did God seize them with the grip of One
mighty and powerful. The chain of Joseph’s imprisonment was
removed from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s neck, and “We have put yokes
on their necks” fell upon ‘Abdu’l-Hamid. When freedom was
proclaimed and the foundation of tyranny collapsed, and the
Hidden Hand opened the doors, wisdom required that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha hasten to the cherished land of Egypt, for from former
times he is infinitely ashamed and embarrassed at not having
succeeded in servitude, hoping that through travel to this land
he might be enabled to render even a small service.
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5 Now I am in the land of the Moon of Canaan, and night and day
I supplicate at the Threshold of the All-Merciful, beseeching
divine confirmation and success for the friends of God, that we
may all share in servitude at the Sacred Threshold and perhaps
be enabled to render some service. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AMK.121-123, ASAT5.133-135x,
RHQM1.122-124  (158x)  (092-094x),
YHA1.098-099, QT108.077-078
AB02135
To: Baha’is of Hoboken, in Hoboken, N.J
Date: 1910-Oct or <
O ye friends of Abdul-Baha! slae oL o

2 The glad-tidings of your attraction and enkindlement, ecstasy
and exhilaration, hath reached us before and a special Tablet
hath been forwarded to you. Mr. Harris and Mr. Ober ar-
rived and praised you with the utmost enthusiasm, that “the
friends of Hoboken are firm, steadfast and eloquent (in deliv-
ering the Truth).” In that region they have adorned a meeting
with the fragrances of holiness and organized an assembly like
unto the delectable paradise. Each one of them is like unto a
lamp brilliant with the light of guidance and a conquering host
invincible with the power of the love of God. Likewise, they
gave the utmost praise to all the beloved throughout the re-
gions of America, and they were extremely happy and grateful.
They praised and commended highly the spiritual assembly of
New York, saying that day and night they were engaged in the
service of the Kingdom; likewise they were very grateful to Mr.
Hoar.

Briefly, four days and four nights were they the guests in the
house of this imprisoned one, continually praising and com-
mending the beloved of God and giving the glad-tidings of the
attraction of the friends with the fragrances of God. In this
prison, Abdul-Baha hath no happiness except the arrival of the
good news of the believers. Whenever one praises them, the
heart is dilated and the soul is rejoiced.
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Therefore, O ye companions of Abdul-Baha, display ye an ef-
fort, so that ye may make that region (America) the Paradise
of ABHA, hoisting the banner of the Most Great Peace and
spreading the teachings of the Beauty of ABHA; in order that
the slumberous world become awakened, the unconscious be-
come mindful, the universe become another universe, the hu-
man world become the realm of the Kingdom, earthly emo-
tions become heavenly attractions, cruelty and oppression be
changed into love and faithfulness, the clattering of the sword
be transformed into the sweet melody of the pen and the dis-
cordant sound of war become the wonderful song of love and
intelligence; in order that all the individuals of humanity em-
brace each other and live among themselves in perfect love and
affinity.

5k bl B aST bl O 31 s
;;f Slesls Ol

B TS Ll g2 Wl obL ¢l )l
5 AL ol o de 87 o) i 1y
Oler 355 Dl a2 J/Jif BIEW
> 95 N é\.c Al 9\9 K ;.sf N Ol
o3 st Gl Ollid] o)) olulas
WJJM-D;&#B;;&.‘QL&-;
;\}\C;:bnf;{;n}j&.;éu\gﬂ
I 5l K Gl 5s cws gL
s L) ;:LG} Al Ol Cdl , o2
Y]

PYB#116 p.01, NJB_ v01#12 p.001

AB11551

To: Ahmad Sohrab
Date: 1910-Oct ca.

.. Truly, I say, in this publication you have written instructive
articles. May God assist and confirm you!...

SW__v01#13 p.010x

AB02276

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Haifa
Date: 1910-Oct-04

O dear friend and kind companion! Although I have been
deprived and separated from seeing the faces of friends with
my eyes, praise be to God I am a companion and confidant
in heart and soul, and not a moment passes that you do not
come to mind, not a breath goes by except that you cross my
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thoughts. Through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty,
I hope that you are protected and safeguarded from weakness
and frailty, and that your body like your spirit increases in
strength and vigor with each breath.

Indeed your place is empty here. This is a city at the height
of prosperity, the air is very pleasant, the flowers and greenery
and meadows fresh and verdant. If I remain in Ramleh perma-
nently, meaning if I stay in this region during winter, perhaps
I will request you to come here for a few days for a change of
atmosphere.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the faithful servant of
the Blessed Beauty, Aqa Muhammad-Hasan, on my behalf, and
likewise to Dadash Ibrahim and Khan, and also convey Most
Glorious Greetings to Aqa Muhammad-Baqir, the caretaker of
the pilgrim house, and also to Aqa Rahmatullah. The letter of
Aqa Siyyid Nasrullah was noted. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory!

I wrote to Aga Siyyid Asadullah that he should not open your
letters at all but send them sealed to you. After you open them,
whichever ones need to be reviewed by me, you can send those.
For he told me, that is Aqa Siyyid Asadullah, that you had
given him permission to open your letters - any that contain
news that I need to see, he should send to me.

The letter of Aqa Siyyid Nasrullah was sent previously.
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AB08321

To: Jamshid Surush Abshahi, in Bombay
Date: 1910-Oct-04

O longtime friend! Praise be to the pure God Who hath lit the
lamp of love and faithfulness in the gathering of the human
world and illumined the earth with the rays of heavenly light.
He hath made Mehtar Jamshid the companion of the hidden
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Angel and caused him to sing in harmony with the nightingale
of the rose garden of mysteries. Behold what a bounty the
kind Lord hath bestowed upon the world of man! It is worthy
of thanksgiving and befitting of praise and worship to the one
God. Therefore, be thou in the utmost joy and delight because
of this supreme triumph and great blessing.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08225

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Oct-09

O Herald of the Covenant! Your two letters dated the nine-
teenth of Ramadan and the fourth of Shawwal 1328 were re-
ceived. The letters were perused. Praise be to God that the
true state of those two noble wronged ones has become clear
and evident to friend and stranger alike. And Siyyid Abdullah
Isfahani in Najaf has met his due recompense - the very accu-
sations he made against the friends have seized his own collar,
and he has fallen into the pit of eternal degradation. Take
heed, O ye who have eyes to see!

Regarding what you wrote about teaching the Cause - today
the greatest of all endeavors and most perfect of all pursuits is
the diffusion of the holy fragrances of the Abha Kingdom. For
this cause is divinely assisted, and whosoever arises to serve
it will be victorious, joyous, and blessed with abundant favors.
As has been observed, every soul who has taken steps in this
path has become a recipient of the Ancient Beauty’s grace, and
every rider who has galloped in this field has, with the polo-
stick of high resolve, won the ball of supreme bounty. Just
as brave and warlike troops who are victorious on the battle-
field become favored and close to the sovereign and receive
continuous aid and support from the seat of authority, like-
wise do those blessed souls from the heavenly hosts who ride
forth in the field of teaching and display courage and stead-
fastness surely become manifestations of the endless favors of
the Abha Kingdom, and spiritual assistance and divine con-
firmations reach them successively. This is especially true if
radiant leaves and maidservants of the Merciful arise in per-
fect detachment, sanctity, ecstasy, attraction and severance,
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become familiar with divine proofs and evidences, present con-
clusive arguments, and hasten to various regions with utmost
dignity and wisdom. It is certain that they will become the
cause of guidance for many women, and the favors and confir-
mations of the Ever-Living, the Powerful will be their constant
companion.

The recent incident has caused much sorrow and pain. If this
is the case, it is clearly a great loss. Today the divine friends
must conduct themselves in such a way as to bring honor to
the Cause of God. Indeed, to be buried in the depths of the
earth would be better than this.

As for the matter of the prince and his eminence Aziz - if it re-
mains thus, it will yield grave consequences. Now his highness
will surely show forbearance, and likewise his eminence Aziz
will surely close his eyes to illegitimate gains, and this matter
will, through your efforts and those of the friends of God, be
resolved with perfect justice and fairness and without oppres-
sion. Previous correspondence about this matter has surely
reached you by now.

As for the matter of neutrality - the divine friends must main-
tain it to such a degree that they utter not a word, and show
complete loyalty to the local government. If it be otherwise,
success would be impossible and unattainable.

i As to the marriage of two of the friends, despite having settled

upon a dowry of eight hundred tumans, upon learning of the
law of the Book, the wife gladly consented to three vahids.
That blessed marriage gathering was most magnificent, and the
two verses were recited. And regarding the matter of Sangsar,
where despite wealthy suitors, the mother of a believing maiden
arranged her daughter’s marriage to a believer for one vahid
- this brought great joy indeed. In truth, this matter proves
that the handmaidens of the Most Merciful in Sangsar are firm,
steadfast, resolute and unwavering. With a throbbing heart
and eloquent tongue, I beseech God to make them signs of
unity and fruits of the tree of detachment. Verily, my Lord is
powerful over all things.

As for the charitable company, I hope that through the aid
and favor of the Blessed Beauty it will progress day by day,
and that its members will arise to serve with lofty resolve and
noble aims, that the work of teaching will be strengthened and
the divine fragrances will be diffused. Indeed, Jinab-i-Haji
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Muhammad-Javad and Jinab-i-Sani’ have made outstanding
efforts.

Regarding the school for the poor, and the formation of a new
committee of men and women to organize this momentous un-
dertaking, and the arrangement of examination sessions and
the success and prosperity of the children, and likewise the
girls’ examination committee and the gathering of friends and
strangers in these two assemblies in utmost fellowship, love,
unity and kindness - all this has brought the greatest joy and
delight. Similarly, the establishment of teaching gatherings
will, God willing, lead to abundant success and prosperity.

Concerning what you wrote about those two eminent schol-
ars seeking to uncover mysteries - they have surely become
informed of the truth of all matters, the conduct and behavior
of the friends, the foundation of the path of the Most Merciful,
the oneness of mankind, the reconciliation of the hearts of all
peoples, the unification of all sects and religions, sacrifice in
the path of God, goodwill and kindness toward all humanity,
and respect and consideration for religious leaders. Conclusive
proof, brilliant evidence and manifest testimony have become
clear and evident. A little fairness would suffice to convince
that the Baha’is are well-wishers of all humanity who sacrifice
themselves in this path, and that eventually, with the con-
firmation of the Lord, the Most Merciful, they will succeed
in reconciling and unifying religions, eliminating centuries of
strife and contention, and extinguishing and erasing this fire.

As to the matter of Chihrih-nama, by chance he hastened to
this servant a few days ago and expressed all that was fitting
and proper. Afterwards he returned to Egypt and published
the questions and answers in his newspaper to a certain extent,
but some Iranians prevented him from publishing several pas-
sages, which he therefore did not include in the article. These
were three passages: First, that the Blessed Beauty (may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) explicitly rebukes Abdul-
Hamid in the Kitab-i-Aqdas, where the text of the address is:
“O concourse of Rum! We hear among you the hooting of the
owl,” and “O Spot that liest between the two seas! Upon thee
hath sat the throne of tyranny.” How can Abdul-Baha con-
sider as oppressed one whom the Blessed Beauty refers to as
an owl, addresses as occupying the throne of tyranny, and calls
ignorant, saying “We see within thee the ignorant ruling over
the wise”? It would be like the lovers of the Holy Family prais-
ing Yazid, and counting Sinan ibn Anas among the oppressed
monarchs.
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Another passage states that we have no fear or dread of the
arrows and spears of calumny, for we have been the target of
slander’s arrow for sixty years and are immersed in this sea, so
why should we fear from dew or dewdrops? As the Arab poet
said:

“Time has pierced me with calamities until
My heart became iron from arrows.

So when arrows come to me now

Their points break upon points.”

; And the Turkish poet said:

“The enemy’s arrow of criticism has no effect on me;

The multitude of arrowheads has made my body iron”

But what is regrettable is that from the holy station of the pure
tomb and illumined resting place of His Holiness the Prince
[Ali] (peace be upon him), from whence the light of truth
should shine to all horizons, certain souls have appeared who
have made that blessed station a source for spreading false-
hoods, fabrications and great calumnies. This is what is re-
grettable. In any case, these passages were not included in
Chihrihnama. Nevertheless, the refutation of these statements
lies ahead - it will certainly come there and you will observe it.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03739

To: Louise Washington, in New York
Date: 1910-Oct-12

In the Kingdom of God no distinction is made as to the colour
of the skin, whether it be black or white; nay, rather the heart
and soul are considered. If the spirit is pure, the face is illu-
mined, although it be black. If the heart is stained, the face is
dull and despondent, although it may be of the utmost beauty.
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The pupils of the eyes are black, yet they are the fountains of
light.

Although white is conspicuous, yet seven colours are hidden
and concealed therein. Therefore whiteness and blackness have
no importance; nay, rather, true judgement is based upon the
soul and heart.

SW__v124#05 p.106, AHV.030b, BLO__PN#045, BSTW+#1362

AB04421

To: Edith R Sanderson, in Paris
Date: 1910-Oct-12

O cherished maidservant of God! Our intention was to come & sy Ol w bl B e w8
to Marseilles and Paris, but destiny did not assist. The sea air 5 odelus J:(; Ly f-‘ﬂ ool s U s &
proved unfavorable and the cold weather did not agree with
my constitution. We were therefore compelled to remain in

the climate of Egypt until later - whatever God wills....
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To: Jadhdhab, Azizullah son of Isma’il Namdar, in Marv
Date: 1910-Oct-17

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter arrived and your ,lal jledl y s, L& *ael  Llue 25 8
flowing verses were noted. A3 f S

The question you asked is very precise and profound, requir- sl 58 385 Lt L3y 0550 3 s 5w
ing an eloquent explanation. Existence is of two kinds: intel- 5y ol («AS);J, Semsoyls (-jy GL Ol
ligible existence and concrete existence. Created things had & s 3l B OlE e sy s b
intelligible existence before their concrete existence, meaning ., =~ *_ -, s

) ) 5 g Slaglas au ALEL e oery
they were known to God, then they attained concrete exis- e s u"" o 5l s .
tence, meaning they became realized externally. Sight has no COm A AR il T
connection to intelligible existence, it has connection to con- & 572 G 2,10 e sy G e
crete existence. That is, in the world of existence, sight cannot ~ >5T5€ % 2573 e 53 a2l

bl a2l s s 4l Al Gl
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connect with a non-existent thing - it must have external ex-
istence for sight to connect with it. Before concrete existence,
meaning realization externally, the world of creation had no
essential existence for sight to connect with it. The name “All-
Seeing” is different from the name “All-Knowing.” Created
things were known to God, but the name “All-Seeing” had no
connection to the realities of things. When they became real-
ized in the world of existence, the name “All-Seeing” connected
with them. This matter is very subtle - consider it carefully.
As an example: The conceptual forms that are within your
comprehension - your sight has no connection to them. When
those conceptual forms become realized externally, your sight
connects with them.

Furthermore, knowledge is of two kinds: One knowledge relates
to the Divine Essence - it is essential divine knowledge, iden-
tical with the Essence, not distinct from it, for in that station
there is pure unity, and the Essence comprises all names and at-
tributes. That essential divine knowledge is incomprehensible.
The other knowledge is in the realm of action, meaning it is
identical with what is known, and that is realization externally.
Sight connects with an existent thing, not with a non-existent
thing. Knowledge can connect with a non-existent thing, but
sight cannot. This is why He says “when He created, He saw
that it was good.”

Those versed in divine mysteries maintain that knowledge is
of two kinds: One kind is perception of a thing without a dis-
tinct form in the mind - this is essential knowledge. The sec-
ond knowledge is formal knowledge, which is witnessed knowl-
edge, meaning perception of a thing with its distinct form in
the mind. This witnessing of Truth refers to witnessed knowl-
edge. But existential knowledge is identical to God’s Essence
- like God’s Essence it cannot be comprehended, and none can
fathom its essential reality.

Much contemplation is needed to grasp these subtle meanings.
You have knowledge that within the essence of this seed exists
a mighty tree, but sight does not see it until it sprouts and
becomes a tree. From this example the reality of the matter
becomes clear and evident. Therefore the Torah’s statement
does not contradict divine knowledge which encompasses the
realities of things.

VUJUDE.147x, VUJUDE.162x, VUJUDE.163x
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AB02820

To: Haji Isma’il, in Shamakhi
Date: 1910-Oct-17

O My dearly loved friend! God hath created manifold tribula-
tions in this world and decreed various ills. He reduced it to
trials and hardships, subdued ease and contentment, well-being
and peace, and appointed afHliction, toil and grief as its foun-
dation. So that man may be free of any attachment, detached
from heedlessness, attracted by Divine love, sanctify his heart,
possess a mature mind and be endowed with perfections, and
distinguish between truth and error. O the pity! that man
attacheth himself to this world and is enamoured with ease
and comfort notwithstanding these irresistible woes and many
toils and sorrows. What heedlessness! What ignorance! What
error! How pitiful, how regrettable!

Therefore, do thou not be grieved by your sufferings and sad-
dened by your mourning but know of a certainty that it a divine
test. If thou art patient and resign to His decree, then wilt thou
be recompensed, most patient, dignified and encompassed by
His bounty. Afflictions are vouchsafed unto the generality of
the people and everyone is a target to the dart of woes. This
mortal world is a mill-stone and man a lost grain in it.

If ye heed these exhortations, it will impart consolation, grief
shall vanish and ye shall not be affected. Your beloved child
hath departed from this fleeting world to the eternal Kingdom
and soared from the dust heap of this world unto the divine
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rose garden. It hath been freed from the dungeon of trials and
ascended unto the Court of the Abha Beauty. May the Glory
of the All-Glorious be upon you.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Oct-17

O servant of God! The contents of the letter, which indicated
the enthusiasm and ecstasy of the loved ones and the attraction
and burning of the hearts of the chosen ones with the fire of
the love of God, caused the utmost joy.

However, wisdom must not be abandoned - conduct and move-
ment with the utmost wisdom is necessary. Therefore, you
should advise and counsel them to conduct themselves and
behave according to wisdom.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11181

To: Afnan, Aqa Siyyid Ali son of Siyyid Mihdi Afnan, in Haifa
Date: 1910-Oct-17

O honored branch of the blessed divine Tree! Your letter was
received...

You wrote about the Najaf incident - these matters are of no
importance whatsoever. Many such events have occurred. As
the Arab poet says: “I am drowning, so what fear have I of
getting wet?”...
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AB02422

To: Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1910-Oct-19

O my dear friend! Your letter arrived and its contents brought
the utmost joy. In truth, it had been my intention to travel
from Port Said to Marseilles in order to see your luminous faces

and spend some days with the friends in that land and region.

However, as soon as I boarded the vessel my condition changed
such that I had to disembark in Alexandria. It became clear
that divine wisdom required that I hasten to this clime, and
surely the mysteries of this wisdom will become evident and
manifest. For it has been repeatedly experienced that events
occur which outwardly appear to be a cancellation of plans but
inwardly contain the utmost wisdom.

God willing, travel to those parts will be possible in spring, and
when I come to Paris I will certainly come to your nest and
abode to meet with you. But winter in Egypt is very pleasant
- it would be better if you would make a journey here.

My purpose in this journey is not pleasure-seeking, comfort
of heart and ease of soul. Rather, my ultimate desire is to
bear hardship and difficulty in the path of God so that I may
succeed in rendering some service....
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AB11639

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Oct-24

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter concerning the two
respected persons and their release arrived and brought the
utmost joy. Indeed, these two respected individuals showed
the utmost effort in this matter and will soon witness divine
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recompense manifestly. Iran is internally turbulent and has no
peace, and this situation will soon be proven. But those two
respected persons will receive divine confirmation. However,
the condition is that they must remain in complete love and
harmony with each other. For if harshness comes between
them, know with certainty that the means of distress will be
prepared and accusations and calumnies will arise.

This letter is now being written from Alexandria, because that
nervous condition which you know about has intensified in
these days to such an extent that I was unable to speak or
write. And since it was observed that the climate of Akka and
Haifa was not agreeable in any way, so that I would not be
prevented from service at the Holy Threshold and would be
able to speak and write, I therefore came to these parts for a
time. Praise be to God, by the favors of the Blessed Beauty,
the change of climate has proven very beneficial.

As for the matter of Aqa Azizu’llah Khan and that respected
person, a firm recommendation was written and sent concern-
ing this, and will be written again. Know with certainty that
there will never be any negligence. That extraordinary pa-
per from Najaf is confused dreams. All people know that the
source of this delirious talk is the oppression and tyranny of the
opponents - the followers of Mirza Yahya and some base and
vile people. A response was written and sent to be published
and distributed. Show it to some of the impartial members of
the assembly but do not give them copies. And say that the
promoter of these absurd claims and calumnies is Haji Mirza
Yahya who is the elected representative from Kerman and the
son-in-law of Mirza Yahya Azal and claims to be Mirza Yahya’s
successor. Since he thinks that if the Baha’i foundation is over-
thrown, the followers of Yahya will gain supremacy, he there-
fore strives with these calumnies.

In any case, you should make the Azalis known to people and
say that these ones who cry out that the Baha'’is are such and
such - their purpose in these calumnies is not to protect the
Shi’ite religion, rather their aim is to make the Baha’is detested
and abhorred by all groups while making themselves dear to
all. Make people understand that Sadru’l-Ulama is one of his
companions and is an Azali, and the son of Sadru’l-Ulama is a
pure Azali. This silence of yours has caused their audacity. The
Azalis arranged this Najaf issue. Make this known to people.
And they wrote this letter against the liberals and righteous

i ot 1) bl UKo s
O ol Jaian bl 53 Ol 546 dial s
O dy 335 b b o i 5 3l
Lo dy il wals b pis e o
il o Sl s IS L S el
8 Oy i Al Ole 53 S ST1 Ly sl
5 A0k Laeg 5 055 L dlay, ol
355 03] Wl 5Bl

L astae g 4l o 4 ,ual 51l
Y <-\;\ A s ke § gae tas O
dﬂ)(‘v\?bﬂw“)xﬁj‘waé
bﬁw@,&@ffﬁww
e Okl s 51 S s 6 Bl
o Wb sl (S8 By E AL
e Sl 51 b ad) psel Slmiarly
sl e Slt ga eis STyl

O sy Ol ‘JJ\)%'; gt fapias bl
05, Ss'- og p2yaR) 55 a2 ek
ssie pBo 6 5k 5 a8 dlol 5 asS
8,50 A% aalZ AL IS Wil b
== Cons! pu Slapl o fesll@ B
dw;éﬁdgha\hjﬁ{m@&;
Ay s dp ean s (B e Sl Gl
{ .,\.;';f dLﬂ)\} A& péf d‘)" C,..u\
3 o2 P 358 0nls Hlakl 5 558 CJ:
Al aead by Ll e el 51 Ol a
Gl B Gl ) s § 5
B Sobos Fe 5 Sl I3l 5l 1y
S 518 s OF 0l (£
b b S Olae Ll w0l
42 S Ol ke

wS s wlebst oo 1y L) L (o)
5o Okl & wlae ol £ L
eade Cula 1Bl ) 5 Oldspare dsls
Okl & ol Olasl o & ot drsd
5 LS b e ke 5 ke |
S Llesh pa8 Bl 8 5 o
s Gty Sl sl ) G_Lv\*)b-%o
RERUK SR ROME i AR
Ly e fdie o 28 LT Opler

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 99



Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other) AB04132

ones in my name. People are unaware. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB04132

To: Qazaq, Haji Aqa et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910-Oct-24

I ...Today the friends of God, like the morning star, are illu-
mined, praise be to God, by the light of the love of God, and
each is a leader among the lovers and the joy of the yearn-
ing ones. At every moment their spiritual melody penetrates
from the realm of spirit and consciousness to all the world.
Hearts are like centers of telegraph and telephone, and spiri-
tual connections are like extended wires whose ends are fixed
at the source, and in truth they communicate with all hearts.
These are connections established through the power of the
Most Great Name, and this is an intimacy achieved through
the penetrating influence of the Word of God. Therefore, the
heart of Abdu’l-Baha is connected to all hearts, and spiritual
communication is constant and continuous. If hearts become
unburdened, they will surely sense this communication.

2 The purpose is that I have the utmost love for you, and I hope
through the favors of the Most Great Name that day by day
these bonds will become stronger and the divine friends will
show love to one another and become so enkindled with the
fire of the love of God that they become the pulsating force
in the veins and arteries of the world, and become outpouring
clouds upon the plains and deserts of the heart and soul of the
world. Every dawn I supplicate from the depths of my heart
and soul and seek continuous confirmations and assistance for
all....
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ABO05385

To: Spiritual Assembly of Sadi
Date: 1910-Oct-24

O beloved friends and maidservants of God! Praise be to God
that you are confirmed, successful and accepted at the Thresh-
old of Oneness. The Spiritual Assembly is the cause of joy and
gladness and the attainment of divine confirmations. Fach day
I await good news from those regions that praise be to God,
the friends are in the utmost joy and fragrance, the Cause of
God is ascending, and the divine fragrances are being diffused.
In the homeland of the Exalted One, the verses of guidance are
being chanted and the manifestation of the Blessed Beauty is
being heralded and promulgated. Souls are being refined and
spiritual progress is being achieved in every respect.

O my God, my God! Assist these souls to chant the verses of
guidance and to interpret “Then he drew nigh and approached,
until he was at the distance of two bows’ length or even nearer.”
O Lord! Establish them firmly in the earth and grant them
heavenly sustenance. Make them lamps of fidelity and lights
of the Concourse on High. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Generous, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Omnipotent.
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To: Nimatullah Falah, in Iskenderun
Date: 1910-Oct-29

O thou scion of a cherished friend! Thy letter was received in
Alexandria. It was long since there had been any news, and so
it brought gladness and joy.

For forty-three years, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was a prisoner in the city
of ‘Akka, during which time he conducted affairs in such man-
ner that even strangers acknowledged them to be, under all
circumstances, in accord with the good-pleasure of the peer-
less Lord. His love, affection, care, and consideration for every
soul were such that all the peoples and kindreds marvelled at
it; each and all showed the utmost respect and reverence.
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At first, the decree of the iniquitous sovereign was most harsh,
placing Baha’u’llah in such strict captivity that even I would
be denied access to His holy Presence. Nay more, the Ancient
Beauty was to be confined alone and forsaken, and to remain
under vigilant watch day and night. However, the conduct of
‘Abdu’l-Baha was such that the pavilion of the Blessed Beauty
was finally pitched with utmost dominion and majesty upon
Mount Carmel, and His blessed Being came to reside outside
the citadel of ‘Akka, living with the utmost might and honour
in the only mansion of that region, utterly detached from all
others.

Indeed, the Governor of ‘Akka pursued me unrelentingly for
five years, begging permission to attain His holy Presence, but
the Blessed Beauty would not grant him leave to do so. One
day, this servant set out to attain the presence of Baha’u’llah,
and started walking from ‘Akka towards the Mansion. All the
officials and even the Governor himself accompanied me on
foot. The Governor, Abazih Pasha, happened to be a stout
and corpulent man. Sweat began to pour off him as he walked,
and it was in such a state that we arrived at the Mansion.
The Blessed Beauty—may my life be offered up for His loved
ones—did not even deign to enquire after them.

There was a time when another governor arose against us
in hostility, and took sides with the government commission.
This governor induced someone to send secretly a document
containing strange allegations against us to the royal court,
which then returned the document and called for an inquiry.
The Governor and the delegation subsequently wrote a harshly
worded report, evincing great enmity and hatred towards us.
However, this servant dismissed the Governor and the delega-
Such was the degree of our influence, as is known to
friend and stranger alike.

tion.

Now our so-called friends have brought matters to such a pass
that we must be forbearing even with a low-ranking officer.
They have carried their flattery to such extremes that it hath
become necessary to waste all our time, spending our days
and nights countering their slanders. These friends are con-
tinuously seeking every means in their power to hurl grievous
calumnies at ‘Abdu’l-Baha, that perchance he may be banished
from the city of ‘Akka and they may find a vast arena in which
to spur on their chargers.
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I have, however, of mine own accord undertaken a journey to
this land and have left the arena to them, so that it may be-
come evident that, even in my absence, they are not and never
shall be capable of making a move, however inconsiderable, ex-
cept to flatter this or that person. Even should the nightingale
forsake the rose-garden, the raven and the crow would still not
acquire any charm.

In brief, we are at present engaged in serving the Sacred
Threshold in this country, and we fain would hope that this
journey may yield fruit, and that we may advance and exert
ourselves in the field of servitude. Pray ye fervently, and with
tears supplicate His Kingdom of sanctity, that in thraldom to
the Threshold of Baha this servant may be, however slightly,
delivered from shame. Perchance, God willing, he may be
graciously aided to attain a dewdrop of the ocean of servitude,
for thus far he hath achieved naught but regret. If it please
God, perchance aid and confirmation from the Abha Kingdom
may be vouchsafed unto him in the days to come, and this
cherished hope may be fulfilled, if only to a small degree.

Praise be to God that thou, the son of one who is well favoured
at the Threshold of the Lord, art attracted to the Kingdom of
Abha. Should thy business bring thee on a journey to these
regions, perhaps we may meet undisturbed in this vast land.

Thou didst write regarding the gatherings of the friends held
every Sunday for the purpose of reading the holy verses and
reciting prayers. This brought immense gladness and joy to
my heart.

Convey my Abha greetings to the humble and well-favoured
handmaid of God, thy mother, and to thy brothers. Con-
vey also my heartfelt greetings to Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Mihdi—upon
him rest the glory of God, the All-Glorious. Give him my
warmest love, and tell him on my behalf: “The clamour and
tumult raised by that furtive man is of less significance than the
buzzing of a fly. Thou art well aware of the root cause of the
shame and abasement that he hath chosen for himself. Those
who went before him in bygone centuries serve as a lesson for
him. Yet, alas, alas! How the veils of tyranny have covered
their eyes! Erelong will they find themselves condemned to
utter loss. Verily this is the truth, and naught is there beside
the truth but grievous error.”

This person saw how the pre-eminent leaders of the past fell
into ruin as a result of their deviation, and to what a state of
utter loss they were reduced. Despite this, he was not chas-
tened; he continueth to attempt these futile deeds. After the
advent of the Spirit, there appeared individuals such as Arius
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who had a million followers. These people later disappeared

without a trace, and no sign of them remaineth. The glory of

w}éufl»&f,\awmwﬂ\fa

God rest upon thee. ST &.lc I o0 5!
LOTW#33 NURA#33, MMK4#056 p.063, BSDR.511
AB11665

To: Rafsanjani, Aga Mirza Habibullah et al.,
Date: 1910-Oct-29

in Bastaq

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha!  From the letter of Jinab-i-
Habibullah boundless joy was obtained. It spoke of hearts
aflame with the fire of love and a blaze from the heat of the
fire of the love of God. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has arrived from the
city of ‘Akka to the region of Egypt and is occupied day and
night in remembrance of the friends and companions. This
journey was undertaken with the intention that, God willing,
in these regions a fragrance from the divine fragrances might
be diffused, a ray from the beauty of the true Joseph, the
Blessed and Most Glorious Countenance, might shine upon
these lands and illumination might be achieved.

2 The friends in all regions and corners must become of one mind
and voice with ‘Abdu’l-Baha, meaning they too must make an
advance in this field, strike with the polo mallet and carry away
the ball of divine bounty. These days are days of sowing and
reaping. Whoever scatters a seed will find a harvest in the
Abha Kingdom, and whoever casts a grain in this good earth
will become a blessed tree and obtain everlasting fruit.

Convey to all the friends, especially Shah Khalil and Shah
Jalal, most joyous and great glad tidings and the Most Glo-
rious Greeting from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Those attracted souls are
verses of unity in the realm of creation and words of the Man-
ifest Book. This servant awaits the spreading of realities and
meanings from those words in all directions, and for those clear
verses to become the cause of awakening and mindfulness for
all created things.

Khurasan has great potential, but the trumpet blast must be
sounded and the cup tempered with camphor must be drunk,
and the melody of love for the Beloved of the horizons is neces-
sary so that souls may be stirred, and the cry of the whale of
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the Supreme Concourse is required so that minds may become kel Se gﬁ.r ot s A olmal s b
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To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Oct-29

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Mirza Habibu’llah has rj\c «H\w lype ol s Wl 208 &
decided to go to Tehran, as no work could be found for him here. Olatl sl 31 6 Ll s 1) 4 Ol
When you were in the Holy Land, a strong recommendation — pwiis (2| ys &y 45 dil e 5 K2
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that you should, by whatever means possible, obtain for him T . £
an appointment in Tehran, or if that is not possible, a position o 2 ’ ¥ T L»
in foreign lands, so that through your efforts some comfort may 2> & $ 5850 u"e‘li 2 e
be secured for him. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! Li” Coyr &, S/ -*f:\f Jeat e )ls SN
Ll S 5355 e O (151 3,

¢ & ey

He is God! O my dear one! Surely you will exert your utmost -.» bt s 0K ug 4..3\ CrF \i‘,ﬁ\f :
effort in this matter to the extent possible. 36 sl Oydie s o el s

INBAS85:536a
AB08661
To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan
Date: 1910-Oct-29
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, &b !
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From the news of the ignition of the fire of the love of God in
those regions, the utmost joy and delight was obtained. I hope
that they may ever be engaged and occupied, through divine
confirmations, in diffusing the divine fragrances and exalting
the Word of the Lord.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Oct-30

O herald of the Covenant! Your recent letter dated 25 Shavval
1328 was reviewed. You had written about the condition of the
respected sheikhs. It is well that they have heard the matters
and God willing they will reach their destination and attain to
what they ought and should. If such souls become guided by
the light of guidance and chant the verses of unity, they will
become the cause of guidance for many.

However, these souls must be kept confidential so they do not
become widely known and become known among the public as
passionate and love-struck. Always be thinking about teaching
important souls while keeping their names completely confiden-
tial. The Hands of the Cause of God must always strive in such
matters so that divine confirmations may surround from all di-
rections. At every moment they should gain joy and fragrance
and increase in strength and power.

3 In any case, ride the steed of endeavor in this field as much
as you can and strive in such a way that noble, detached and
attracted souls may be quickened by the breaths of the Holy
Spirit and become the cause of illumination of this dark world.
May they grant sight to the ignorant ones of the world and
bestow eternal life.

Now it is better for those two respected individuals - one should
return to his homeland and there free both strangers and kin
from anxiety and worry, bringing them to ecstasy and joy
through the melody of the Concourse on High and the song
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of the nightingale of the gardens of the Abha Kingdom. May
they make the Iranians godly ones and transform those of the
human realm into denizens of the divine realm. May they guide
the birds of the mortal ash heap to the immortal rose garden
and make them birds of the meadow of truth, harmonizing
them with heavenly songs and melodies until the cry of glorifi-
cation and sanctification reaches the Supreme Concourse and
the shout of “God is Great” and unity reaches “the distance of
two bow-lengths or closer.”

God willing, the honored religious scholar will discover the mys-
teries and uncover the truths of the heavenly books and become
aware of the fundamental basis of the religion of God in every
age and cycle - that the purpose is the education of the contin-
gent world and the progress and success of the human world.
In truth, the religion of God is the school of perfections wherein
the meanings of the virtues and qualities of the Kingdom are
taught.

As for the honored Sheikh Ahmad and two fortunate souls,
God willing may fortune be their friend so they may become
satisfied from the flowing water of life.

Regarding the Isfahan pamphlet you had written about - many
such treatises will be composed and distributed in the future.
The honored Qa’im-Magam is here in the utmost joy and de-
light. We had written that they should keep him concealed.
Now that it has happened thus:

O Love, I am bewildered and passionate because of you And
in all the world known for being love-struck

Let us see what God will do. But the friends do not observe
wisdom. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abbas.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Baku et al.
Date: 1910-Oct-30

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that you have
arisen to serve and strive night and day with heart and soul to
become the cause of diffusing the divine fragrances and exalt-
ing the Word of God. You have formed a spiritual assembly
and engaged in service at the threshold of the All-Merciful. My
utmost hope from the Incomparable Lord is that that gather-
ing may become the manifestation of the favors of the All-
Bountiful and through unseen confirmations and undoubted
assistance become the envy of every assembly.

2 Today the divine friends must recite the verses and divine coun-
sels in their spiritual gatherings each week, arise to act accord-
ing to them, and invite all the friends to put them into practice.
Today is the day of deeds. If we content ourselves with merely
reciting what is in the divine scriptures, it will never yield re-
sults. Therefore we must strive with heart and soul to become
successful in action.

The friends in Baku, praise be to God, are firm and stead-
fast, and have engaged and continue to engage in service with
the utmost effort. But the more the better - day by day one
must step forward and progress in the degrees of servitude until
reaching the highest horizon and the shade of the furthermost
Tree in the Most Glorious Kingdom. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is pleased
with those friends and therefore seeks and begs for them the
ultimate exaltation from the threshold of oneness.

My Lord, my hope, my desire, my aspiration, my refuge, my
shelter, my escape, my protection! These are servants whom no
blame of any blamer has deterred in the path of Thy love, nor
has their resolve been weakened by the assault of any reviler.
Rather, they have arisen to serve Thee and to worship at Thy
holy threshold. My Lord! Make them among the hosts of Thy
Kingdom, a tribe of Thy angels, birds soaring in the heights of
Thy favor, fish swimming in the pools of Thy knowledge, and
lions roaming in the forests of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art
the Generous, verily Thou art the Great, and verily Thou art
the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Oct-30

O thou who art dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Thy letter was received,
and the report of Count Tolstoy was also perused. In truth,
it is thanks to thine endeavours that the Count hath become
more fair-minded, completely abandoning his former partiality.
I hope that in all instances thou wilt be confirmed and assisted
in rendering service to the Abha Threshold—may my life be
a sacrifice to His loved ones—and that thou wilt correspond
with the aforesaid count. It would do no harm to send him
the translation of certain Tablets that are appropriate to his
circumstances and agreeable to his taste: yet not in such a
manner that the Russian state would suspect that thou art in
agreement and concert with him in all principles—even that
of involvement in political affairs, for the aforesaid Count is
extremely involved in political affairs.

Thou didst write concerning the Russian lady: thou hast per-
mission to come with her on a visit hither. I hope that in
this journey thou wilt be blessed with the gracious favours
and loving-kindness of Him Who is the All-Glorious, the Most
Great.

When once thou hast rendered the Hidden Words into Russian,
shouldst thou print this, it would be most acceptable; and
shouldst thou also translate Some Answered Questions, that
too would be agreeable.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

BRL__ATE#019, MAAN#05
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To: Emma Carmichael, in Chicago
Date: 1910-Oct-30

...0 thou Kind God! We have gathered together with the ut-
most humility and submission in this spiritual assembly, we
have turned our faces toward Thy Kingdom and are begging
for Thy confirmation and assistance; so that we may become
united and harmonized; associate with each other with the
sweetness of honey and milk; and become the cause of the ap-
pearance of the oneness of the Kingdom of humanity and with
pure heart, brilliant souls, pray to thee and beg of thee the ful-
fillment of our aspirations. Almighty, do thou not look upon
our sins, treat us according to Thy Grace and Favor. Forgive
our shortcomings, bestow upon us Thy Bounty, Enkindle the
Fire of Thy Love. Burn away the veil of superstition, passion
and desire. Protect and guard us against the failings of the
self; and shelter us under the shade of Thy Tree of Merciful-
ness and grant us spiritual composure and rest. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty!...
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To: Mashhadi Baba Samaduf Shirvani, in Baku
Date: 1910-Oct-30

O thou who art attracted to reality, render thanks unto God
that the breeze of loving-kindness hath wafted and the light
of guidance hath shone forth, illumining the pavilion of heart
and soul. In the world of existence, every gift can be attained
through effort and endeavor, through seeking and yearning, but
guidance is a divine bestowal and a heavenly gift. “And God
guideth whom He willeth unto the straight path.” Therefore,
at every moment offer thanks that thou hast been assisted by
the favors of the one true God.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Katharine Muller, in New York
Date: 1910-Oct-31

O thou dear maidservant of God! Thy letter was received. All
thy desires have been ordained in the Kingdom of God, but
they are conditional upon firmness and steadfastness. Firm-
ness causes the attainment of aspirations, and steadfastness
makes the weak strong, turns despair into hope, and trans-
forms an extinguished soul into a flame of light. It makes a
weak sapling into a lofty tree adorned with blossoms and fruits.
But if there is the slightest wavering, it will wither, fade, and
finally be uprooted. Therefore, strive as much as you can to
be firm and steadfast, that ye may become radiant stars and
brilliant luminaries, fruitful trees and signs of guidance among
humanity.

Convey my utmost kindness and greetings to the maidservant
of God, the attracted one, Miss Juliet Thompson. I never
forget her. She is always remembered.

Upon thee and upon her be the most glorious Glory.

BBBD.107-108

AB03112

To: Aminullah Farid, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Nov

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter dated October 30
arrived in Ramla. Regarding my coming to America, you wrote
that the friends have prepared places for my arrival. Previously
a letter was written to the handmaiden of God Lua through you
stating that what is needed are places in hearts, meaning that
the American friends must be raised up and gathered together
in perfect unity and harmony so that they become a magnet
for ‘Abdu’l-Baha and He may travel to America with utmost
love and enthusiasm. Whenever a fragrant breeze reaches Our
nostrils, surely the journey will be undertaken. Convey lov-
ing greetings to Mr. Kinney. Express utmost affection to Mr.
Lenin. I hope through divine favors that all the gatherings
visited by Sister Lua will succeed in spreading the clear verses.
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The friends of New York and the handmaidens of the Merciful
having rented a house in my name where they gather - though
I am physically absent, in truth I am present among them in
spirit and heart. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

What you wrote is correct - that all things in this dusty realm
are illusion and mirage and impermanent. The wise person
strives to become a source of service at the Threshold of the
All-Merciful. Otherwise the end result is disappointment, re-
gret, hopelessness and manifest loss. Where are the ancients?
Where are the prodigal? Where are the negligent? And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v014#17 p.002-003

AB00574

Date: 1910-Nov ca.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thou seest me in these vast and
distant lands, far from Thy Most Exalted Threshold, with a
bleeding heart and tearful eyes and inflamed inner being, and
sighs that intensify between my ribs and bowels, and sorrows
whose fire blazes with such force that neither hearts nor souls
can bear it due to the distance from Thy presence and lack of
stability.

My Lord, I implore Thee and beseech Thee and chant verses
of thanksgiving to the kingdom of Thy oneness, for Thou hast
not deprived me, in my deprivation from Thy presence, of the
sweetness of communing with Thee, and hast not cut off from
me the fragrances of Thy mercy. Rather, in every moment
the breeze of Thy favors reaches me and the wine of grace
and bounty intoxicates me, and the signs of Thy gift follow
one upon another in this distant shore, and the manifestations
of Thy tenderness succeed each other in these exalted places
where Thou didst honor the noble one of Egypt and where the
loving-kindness of Thy mercy encompassed the ancient Joseph.

Lord, Lord! The souls have been revived by this uprising and
the hearts have been gladdened by the abundance of confir-
mation in this praised journey of Thy broken servant to the
kingdom of glory in every evening and morning. But hearts
are rent asunder and souls are choked and breasts heave and
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tears flow and sighs rise and sorrows intensify when I remem-
ber the ascension of Thy good and pure maidservant and her
rising to Thy resplendent threshold - the luminous leaf and
unique fruit that grew from Thy merciful tree.

My Lord! She believed in Thee and Thy verses, and confirmed
Thy words, and was gathered beneath Thy banners, and was
quickened by Thy breaths, and was awakened by Thy breezes
wafting from the gardens of Thy oneness at the rising of the Sun
of Truth from the horizon of Thy lordship. She was attracted
to the Most Exalted Beauty and was set aflame by the fire
kindled in the Tree of Sinai, and heard Thy sweetest call and
responded to the call with a throbbing heart and flowing tears.
Then she beheld the light of effulgence and turned to the Orb
of the horizons and was stirred by the fragrant breezes of the
gardens of Thy guidance at the dawning of the sun of Thy
oneness and the rising of the luminary of Thy singleness and
the shining forth of the lights of Thy eternality - Thy luminous
countenance and Thy most glorious beauty.

And she was not deterred by the blame of any blamer among
the severe and hateful handmaidens, but rather remained firm
in Thy Cause and steadfast in Thy love and spoke in Thy re-
membrance and was intoxicated by the wine of Thy knowledge
and beseeched Thee in every morn and eve and supplicated
before Thee in every dawn and dusk. And after the sea of at-
tainment ebbed away and hearts were inflamed by the fire of
separation and hearts were consumed by the blaze of burning,
she remained firm in the Covenant and shunned the people of
discord, and her tears continued to flow and her heart to melt
and her inner being to burn and her sighs to rise and her tears
to pour forth in the desert of longing, consumed by separation,
yearning for Thy sublime threshold and communing with Thee
with voices rising and falling and veins pulsing from the inten-
sity of her being affected by the fire of deprivation and the
force of her sorrow in the desert of separation, until her pillars
were shaken and her structure collapsed and her limbs wasted
away and her parts were scattered, and she left the lower world
and flew to the supreme garden out of longing for the meeting
and yearning for Thy most glorious kingdom.

My Lord! This is a bird with broken wing and burning inner be-
ing, beseeching the supreme horizon, returning to Thee with
an inflamed heart and exhausted patience and flowing tears,
seeking nearness to Thy presence, yearning for the kingdom of
mysteries. My Lord! Honor her resting place and facilitate her
desires and grant her wishes and cause her to enter the gath-
ering of divine manifestation until she is immersed in the light
of the One Who manifests and wanders in the lights of beauty
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and abides in the kingdom of glory. And assist her remaining
offspring among the Afnans and the good and blessed leaves
among the daughters, just as Thou didst assist her through
Thy grace and bounty, O my Chosen Lord! Verily Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous, the Bestower.
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn et al., in Shahabad
Date: 1910-Nov ca.

O divine friends! Give thanks to God that you have been
successful and established the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and in the
early dawn engaged in the remembrance of the Lord. You have
established the House of Unity and engaged in glorifying and
praising the Glorious Lord.

Obligatory prayer and supplication cause man to reach the
kingdom of mystery, and the worship of the Supreme One be-
stows nearness unto His threshold. There is a pleasure in of-
fering prayers that transcends all other pleasures, and there is
a sweetness in chanting and singing the verses of God which is
the greatest desire of all the believers, men and women alike.
While reciting the Obligatory Prayer, one converses intimately
and shares secrets with the true Beloved. No pleasure is greater
than this, if one proceeds with a detached soul, with tears over-
flowing, with a trusting heart and an eager spirit. Every joy is
earthly save this one, the sweetness of which is divine.

Now through the efforts of those holy souls this spiritual gath-
ering and this divine temple has been established. Blessed are
you for this manifest victory. And upon you be the Most Glo-
rious Glory.

BRL_IOPF#2.13x
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Date: 1910-Nov or <

O my God, my God! Praise be unto Thee for having confirmed
us in our faith in Thee and in Thy verses, in hearkening to Thy
call, in responding to Thy summons, in turning toward Thee,
and in placing our trust in Thee. Thou hast enabled us to recog-
nize the Manifestation of Thy Self, the Dayspring of Thy lights,
and the Sun of Thy Revelation from the horizon of Thy oneness,
to acquire its illumination, to witness its signs, and to observe
its tokens. Thanks be unto Thee for this supreme bounty and
manifest triumph. We praise Thee for having raised us from
our homes and enabled us to traverse the paths and cross the
ways, protected and preserved beneath the glance of Thine all-
seeing eye, until we reached this vast region, visiting Thy loved
ones, yearning for Thy chosen ones, and seeking to behold the
faces of Thy servants. Thus may our hearts be gladdened by
witnessing their radiant countenances, our eyes be consoled by
observing the abundant glad-tidings emanating from their re-
splendent characters, our ears be delighted by hearing their
eloquent words, and our spirits be moved with joy and delight
through their companionship, which was our greatest desire.
We thank Thee for this mighty blessing and supreme gift.

O Lord! Aid us to attain Thy good-pleasure and to walk in
the path of loyalty to Thy Covenant and Testament. Enable
us to serve Thy Cause, to diffuse Thy fragrances, to acquire
Thy characteristics, and to draw sustenance from Thy names,
that we may become exemplars of Thy all-encompassing grace
and perfect bounty, raising up among Thy creation the signs of
guidance and embodying Thy glad-tidings amidst all peoples.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful, the Most
Exalted.

O loved ones of God! Verily, the physical world corresponds to
the spiritual world, and the material existence conforms to the
spiritual existence. The realm of creation is but a reflection of
signs indicating the attributes, perfections and ordinances of
the divine realm in terms of names, qualities and laws. There-
fore, just as the physical sun has its rising and setting, and by
its radiance and heat illumines the horizons and nurtures all
created things, likewise the Sun of Divine Reality has its ris-
ing and setting, its manifestation and concealment. Through
its appearance and rising from the Dayspring of Possibility, it
illumines the horizons of existence through the outpouring of
the All-Merciful and nurtures the pure, sanctified and blessed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

KotV e Lol L adt O AL A
Stledl ) 5 S gl ST
do Ly, S K45 S ar
5 bl Bl Sauel Bl e Sk
S Sy Ll ey bl samliee
SuE 5 ) 5l 5 ) Jadl s e
J;J‘&Jcbi;;;wfyu\i&b&
e B o2 Gipas Gbyis G b
Imul2d] W)l oda d) Weo) & gﬁgls)
5 Sl U1 B,a SN o1 ]
b.f\.,a Cj&.\:&&g‘)\ 099 Su\ALﬁLUa
e Lo Y] (pmy bualig
T 5 TR0 RS SIATRCHREN]
bbb G s el il gl
S Gl kel U o I i
S ]y el Bead) Vs e

Joe G Sy Silo, e bl O
Ll e Ly 5 Sl 5 Slign <6
s Slaay glad) 5 Siloi 25 S
Sad Yo Sz Sl e aplinl
S oy Cad oK) S, ol
SO o Kol fw;) el ol
Jlel ﬁ;)\ﬂp\m

5 O gl S e O 1T L
5 by Ll e wadate olend) 5120
Joalls walaze ke ST o B pull
TV Em e O YK, 02
OE S5 e oY, Sl
12k 5 On e 5 gl U Y S st
Ssr bl Sl g5 5 BV 5 Lol
I s b Wil )l il et U
e o Ledb 5 Lysed 5 5k 5 504l
5 ol Gk OIS dllas e OSYI

115



Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

AB00123

realities through its mighty effusion and brilliant rays reaching
all regions.

This pertains to the world of creation, not to the world of
Truth, for the physical sun remains fixed in its mighty center
without rising or setting in relation to its center. It is through
the rotation of the Earth that it appears to rise and set. Sim-
ilarly, the Sun of Reality has ever been in the heights of its
essence and the reality of its sanctity - rising, manifest, radi-
ant and effusive. It has no ascent or descent, no zenith or nadir,
no rising or setting, but remains forever established eternally
at the burning point. Its rising and setting are in relation to
the rotation of contingent beings and existence.

And just as the physical sun has multiple scattered rising-
places and dawning-points, likewise the Sun of Reality has
numerous daysprings and exalted dawning-places, moving be-
tween these luminous daysprings and merciful dawning-points.
Thus one whose vision is keen and whose heart is attached to
and attracted by the Sun follows it with his gaze as it moves
between the daysprings and dawning-places. But one who per-
ceives not the Sun and whose heart is attached to one partic-
ular dayspring or horizon becomes veiled from the Sun when
it moves to another dayspring. One who loves the Sun is not
veiled by the daysprings nor confined by the dawning-places,
but loves the Sun from whatever dayspring it shines forth and
appears, from whatever point it blazes and illumines.

i As for the peoples and nations of the world, they love only

the daysprings and dawning-places, are drawn to them, and
become veiled from the Sun and its lights when it moves. When
the Sun of Reality was shining from the Mosaic horizon, hearts
were attached to that dayspring and bound to it. When the
Sun moved from the dayspring of Moses to the brilliant and
mighty Christian horizon, the previous community, confined to
the Mosaic point, became veiled from the Sun and its lights as
their vision did not move with it. This is why you find them in
manifest loss. This is the cause of the Jews’ veiling from that
Promised One and Praiseworthy Light.

As for us, we render thanks unto God and praise Him that He
hath made us attracted unto the Sun and unto its effulgences,
and not veiled by the dawning-places and the changing phases
thereof. Our gaze hath moved with that Sun in its passage
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from horizon to horizon and from dawning-place to dawning-
place. This is an insight which our Lord hath bestowed upon
us through His grace, His bounty, and His beneficence. His is
the favor therein, and His the praise, in that He hath enabled
and confirmed us to exist in the Day of its rising from that
mighty Horizon and that glorious Dawning-Place, with which
no dawning-place of the past can be compared, and unto which
no orient of former times can bear resemblance. For the Sun
of Truth hath shone forth from the horizon of holiness with a
power and radiance the like of which hath never been witnessed
before.

Verily, God hath lifted the veil, been munificent in His be-
stowals, and bestowed every grace and bounty; and He hath
gathered us beneath the shadow of the Tree of the Covenant
and under the banner of the Testament, confessing His one-
ness, His singleness, His greatness, His might, and that power
of His which hath spread abroad and shone forth through all
regions, until even the enemies themselves have testified to His
grandeur, to the exaltation of His Word, to the pervasive in-
fluence of His traces, to the power of His teachings, and to the
swiftness of their diffusion. So rapid was that spread that, even
in His own day, His mention was noised abroad and celebrated
throughout all climes, overspreading the whole earth. Never
in the days of the former Manifestations had there appeared
such manifest influence and such conquering power.

We implore God to make us successful in winning His good-
pleasure, walking according to His teachings, preserving His
Law, being sincere in His Faith, acquiring His heavenly charac-
teristics, and receiving His divine outpourings. We praise and
thank Him for His grace, His generosity, and His beneficence,
and for having made clear to us His straight path, expanded for
us the upright way, given us a light by which we are guided in
the darkest night, ordained for us the mighty Covenant, and
clearly established through His Supreme Pen the appointed
Center, firm as an impregnable fortress, the Interpreter of His
verses, the Expositor of His words, the Solver of complex prob-
lems, the Remover of doubts of both past and present, the
Eliminator of differences from all directions. For his explana-
tion is the true explanation and the established reality through
explicit text in the Book of the Covenant and the Most Holy
Book.

He spoke—and His word is the truth—saying: “Refer whatsoever
ye understand not in the Book to the Branch sprung from this
Ancient Root.” And He explicitly stated in the Book of the
Covenant that what is meant by this Branch sprung forth is the
appointed Center, known and celebrated, distinguished among
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all peoples, nations, regions and lands, so that feet might not
slip when the Sun of Truth sets, and the corrupt might not
cast doubts in pursuit of their selfish desires.

O how strange! Despite these divine texts being universally
accepted without the slightest doubt by any soul, even among
other peoples in diverse lands, still some hypocrites, seeking
to sow discord in God’s religion and craving worldly life, after
believing, denied; after submitting, grew proud; after acknowl-
edging, rejected; and after giving thanks, doubted. Thus they
wandered in the wilderness of loss and strayed in the desert
of humiliation. Alas for them in times to come! Amen. I say
unto you that their loss is the loss of the Pharisees, and their
humiliation is the humiliation of the priests of Baal in the time
of Elijah among the Israelites.
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To: Gabriel Sacy, in Eqypt
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O thou who art sincere in the love of God! Two letters have
reached me, both giving voice to praise of God for having be-
stowed eternal bounties upon illumined hearts and for man-
ifesting divine effulgence. They testified to thy love for all
humanity, thy compassion and mercy toward all peoples and
religions, thy striving for peace and security, and thy humility
and submissiveness at all times and places.

As for what thou hast written regarding Comte, he is indeed a
man who desires good for the world of humanity - this is true.
However, he did not find the path that leads to these aspira-
tions. Rather, he plunged into the seas of politics and philoso-
phies, and wandered in the desert of vain imaginings which
God hath sent down no authority to support. He supposed
that through such superficial means, progress and success for
souls and bodies would be attained. These were principles held
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by certain philosophers in ages past, yet they neither succeeded
nor prospered. Rather, their efforts were in vain, their hopes
frustrated; chaos ensued and great calamity resulted.

The happiness of humanity lies rather in recognized justice,
love of virtue, and in giving every class of creation its due right.
For divine creation varies in degrees of intelligence, capacity
and perception. How then can equality be possible? And how
can rewards and recompense be abolished? These are two prin-
ciples that distinguish between people, and it is not possible to
eliminate compensation which leads to advancement, nor pun-
ishment which casts down to the lowest depths. Are the wise
and the foolish equal? Or can Canopus and the dim star be the
same? Nay! God hath created souls in diverse stages and ap-
pointed for each a station and measure. Among them are flies
and eagles, weak birds and mighty falcons. Among them are
blessed trees bearing delicious fruits and zaqqum trees bear-
ing deadly poison. Among them are delicate shells and crude
clay, brilliant gems and black stones. How then can there be
equality and equivalence in all conditions and states? Rather,
there must be justice, protection and bounty, so that all may
attain to a satisfying life, complete rest, sufficient happiness
and abundant blessings.

As for your honor, send to that illustrious person translations
of the Tablets of Ishraqat, Tajalliyat and Bisharat, and men-
tion to him that the reference point for the people of Baha
is the Kitab-i-Aqdas and the sacred teachings which were pro-
mulgated by the Most Exalted Pen and issued from the mouth
of Baha to the hearing of the beloved ones. This is the light
of guidance shining forth upon the darkest gloom, and it has
spread throughout the earth among both those near and far,
the elite and the masses, and its lights shall shine upon the
horizons like the dawning star.

And unto thee, O Prince, it behoveth to abandon the things of
the flesh and the concerns of politics, for beneath them lieth
neither profit nor abiding gain, and to immerse thyself in the
ocean of spiritual things, to enter the Kingdom, and to detach
thyself from the world of dust; to raise aloft the banner of
the Lord of Hosts; to bestow the spirit of everlasting life upon
every created thing; to be born of the Spirit; and to become
a heavenly, spiritual, merciful, and godly teacher, from whose
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tongue the teachings of the Kingdom may pour forth even as
a torrent rusheth down from the lofty mountain. Then shalt
thou blossom in the gardens of the Most Great Bestowal like
unto a crimson rose, and from thee shall a sweet musk-laden
fragrance be diffused, perfuming all regions with the breaths of
thy Lord, the Most High. Thereupon shall every difficulty be
dissolved, every hope be fulfilled, souls be educated, the morals
of all men be refined, minds advance, and chastity and the
love of goodness be firmly established in hearts made mindful
through the remembrance of God; and the divine fragrances
shall perfume every country and every land. Wherefore, cleave
thou unto the way of Christ and walk in His spacious field, and
follow the people of God in every age and clime. As to political
affairs, they are but transient and partial matters, yielding
neither fruit nor true advantage; no man who hath tasted the
sweetness of the love of God will busy himself therewith.

; And as for converse with one who is free to choose as he

chooseth, speak not with him save in briefest fashion, saying
only this: that the Blessed Tree hath grown and sprung up,
hath waxed tall, put forth branches and leaves, blossomed, and
cast its shade over most of the cities of America and over some
cities of Europe; that it possesseth a wondrous growth and a
hidden mystery; and that all men speak in praise of the East,
of its dawning light, of its peoples and tribes, of its kings and
ministers, and look upon them with admiration and reverence,
whereas aforetime they mocked them, held them in contempt,
and deemed the nations of the East to be the barbarians of the
earth, bereft of reason, a rude and ignorant multitude, without
judgment, without understanding, without resolve, and with-
out perception. But now the whole matter hath been reversed.
Glorified be He Who caused the horizons of the East to smile
after their weeping, and made manifest their felicity after their
misery.

Then do thou confine thyself unto this word and speak with
him only in calmness, dignity, reflection, and deliberation. Be
thou one who listeneth, not one who disputeth. Show him cour-
tesy by commending his composition, its importance, and the
loftiness of his thought. Then say: “According to what hath
been heard, certain governments, the Anglican Church and oth-
ers, slandered them before the kings and exerted themselves
with their utmost endeavor until the imperial command was
issued for their confinement in the fortress. Yet it is not known
by what means the Protestants attained this their desire, seeing
that no cause existed to call for such a measure. For they had
dwelt in Syria for five and thirty years, and from them there
had proceeded not the least attempt to propagate their way
in those regions, nor any interference with the various classes
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dwelling in those lands. Rather did they live apart, while the
local government continually knew their condition and conduct
and never for a moment neglected to observe them. Naught
occurred save that their fame was spread abroad in America
and their influence appeared among the higher classes of that
land. And those among the peoples of America and Europe
whose hearts were turned toward them rejoice in the mention
of the Sublime State and of the Persian government, and in
their gatherings and exalted assemblies pray for the success
and prosperity of both.”

¢ Let thy speech be confined unto this. Whenever he toucheth
upon some other matter, introduce into it this same purport.
Upon thee be tenderness, and for thee be strength through
the bounty of thy Lord, the Generous, the Compassionate, the
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To: Gabriel Sacy, in Eqypt
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O thou who art versed in the mysteries of the Holy Book! I
have read your detailed letter and learned of the conversation
that took place between you and that esteemed and respected
man [Tolstoy]. Without doubt, that discourse which transpired
between you and him was a confirmation from the Spirit and
an inspiration from the breaths of truth, for my Lord, the All-
Merciful, confirms every soul who is attracted in heart to the
Kingdom of Mysteries, strengthens them with inspiration, and
causes them to speak with proofs and evidence.

Be thou assured by the grace of your Lord, let your breast
be gladdened by what He has bestowed upon you, let your
spirit be refreshed by His unveiling of the veil, let your eyes be
consoled by witnessing the light of His bounty, speak forth the
Most Great Word, and commune with your Lord morning and
evening. Ask of Him whatsoever you wish and store up what
you desire from the grace of your Lord, the All-Merciful, the
Most Compassionate.

3 Beware, beware lest you depart from the wisdom which God
has revealed in the Book. Deal with souls according to their
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capacity, treat the sick with their remedy, and dress the wound
with a bandage that will heal it swiftly. Speak not that which
would startle souls, cause flesh to creep, make limbs to tremble,
and make the hearts of obstinate people recoil. Rather, speak
to them with gentle words that they might remember or fear
God.

Follow thou the way of thy Lord, and say not that which the
ears cannot bear to hear, for such speech is like luscious food
given to small children. However palatable, rare and rich the
food may be, it cannot be assimilated by the digestive organs
of a suckling child. Therefore unto every one who hath a right,
let his settled measure be given.

“Not everything that a man knoweth can be disclosed, nor can
everything that he can disclose be regarded as timely, nor can
every timely utterance be considered as suited to the capac-
ity of those who hear it.” Such is the consummate wisdom to
be observed in thy pursuits. Be not oblivious thereof, if thou
wishest to be a man of action under all conditions. First diag-
nose the disease and identify the malady, then prescribe the
remedy, for such is the perfect method of the skillful physician.

Whoever proceeds otherwise is among the foolish; no healing
will come from them, rather the illness will intensify, the dis-
ease will gain dominance, and the wound will widen.

It beseemeth the people of Baha to manifest naught but con-
summate wisdom in all things; this, verily, is of the weightiest
of affairs, and thou must diligently observe it, O thou thankful
servant.

Thou, indeed, must needs adduce conclusive proofs and unan-
swerable arguments demonstrating the truth of the Messengers
who have gone before. For the Jews, set forth an irrefutable
proof establishing the station of the praiseworthy Christ, and
complete the decisive testimony affirming the prophethood
of the Apostle [Muhammad]; for in the sacred Scriptures
are resplendent verses which, in the plainest language, the
mightiest allusions and the most perfect glad-tidings, bear
witness thereto. After the rising of these lights from the
mystic dawning-place of secrets in the land of Hijaz, it is no
longer possible for any soul to persist in denial and arrogance.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Wyl gl :&;\Opgjz o SL s
ala Us)\j S ol Ll s ORI 6 Al
Sa kbbbl Cj%-\ a2l Wil o2l
Jd}é‘“u‘;ﬁ@é{f\b B s
jiui/ij/uaj\jﬂ\ Lo dxiS g 24l “M
NS b B oge ph 8 o ae
e"“‘:;‘ﬁf:wrf“

OISV ] b Y 5 ) e o
5 Obwall LB S0 3k &Y wll o
oS b By 3 K Lep 2eab VI O
i 130 d&b@\w@;}\ oo T Ll
i g g3 K o lasl
xs,o\,d@u;m,dt@rxﬂuyv,
o S5 01 dal s 4y O b BTV
2SOl e it Ly Y1 G aU) s
5 Jl o s o Gl ol o
Ida o @u\ f o2l Yy Ll 5 2] Y
TV Gl e 5l e

;1,'9@\ o 4:"\ &Jajyu LSf.“‘ O
5 Tslual T sl o o3 ae st
el 41 5 St o

K 3wl asl VI e
S 5 W e b U5 31T
S5 aall L) wlel

WUl ) 5 2bld) ) o) il S
Vsléd,s&e\}la. ol e e ol e
5 35l ] L1 G Tl bl 5
OV Jpdl sy Sl G abldl 32 S0
S5 o o sl ol aeaall LS G
solay K15 5l kel 5 35le ~ ol
G day N, KV Y KoY

S s G R e Y

o WL S eV STl

122

ot

~



16

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

AB00192

Have not the eyes beheld those dazzling lights from that glo-
rious Orient and that peerless Luminary? Have they not wit-
nessed His traces and the potency of His might in the training
of souls and the promulgation of laws and ordinances which
ranked among the most exalted teachings of the loving Lord?
Even as the poet hath said:

Grant that I say: “This morning is but night”—

Can they who gaze on light remain stone-blind?

By thy life! The people are plunged in the depths of slumber;
they neither perceive nor understand. Leave them to immerse
themselves in their idle sport and pastime; thy Lord is, in very
truth, independent of all the worlds.

Then say unto that honoured man: For a number of centuries
the West hath swooped down upon the East with its footmen
and its horsemen, and this assault continueth even unto this
day. It will, with all its hosts, persist until the Day of Resur-
rection, when thou shalt behold vast armies, in countless mul-
titudes, rushing like lions of the forest from the lands of the
West into the fields of the East—an army of wealth, an army of
industry, an army of commerce, an army of politics, an army
of knowledge, an army of discoveries, and mighty hosts advanc-
ing from the West, equipped with deadly weapons, achieving
conquests in every quarter of the East.

Among its newest victories will be those in the regions of China.
The East hath in truth no power to withstand these onrushing
hosts and conquering armies. A man of wisdom discerneth the
consequences of this momentous issue and requireth no further
proof upon this path.

Therefore, O noble sir, ponder the end of these affairs. Canst
thou conceive that the East, in the days to come, shall be
preserved from the assaults of the West through measures of
planning, ordering, and adjustment, however perfect and ex-
act? Nay, by my Lord, the All-Merciful! Rather are all things
in peril grievous and great.

Wherefore it behoveth the peoples of the East to reflect upon
discovering an effectual means whereby they may safeguard
their honour, their dignity, their independence and their fron-
tiers from the marauding hands of the West. Undoubtedly
all other means are non-existent and all other instruments
wanting, save the divine power, the heavenly might, the ce-
lestial ascendancy and the spiritual dominion. This is that
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force alone which can withstand every onslaught, disperse ev-
ery army, scatter the hosts of every contumacious one, and
rout all the serried ranks.

Hath thou not seen how, in former ages, Christ, the resplen-
dent Day-Star, solitary and alone—having neither helper nor
supporter, neither intimate friend nor outward succourer—
achieved divine conquests in the fields of the West, and made
its nations and peoples submissive and lowly before a Word
that shone forth from the Pole of the East? It was as a sun
rising from its manifest horizon and flooding with light those
far-flung regions and distant lands, nor could the barriers of
nations nor the power of states withstand the victories He
achieved.

Thus now it behoveth the people of the East to cling unto a
compelling, heavenly power and a radiant, celestial might, that
thereby they may resist every dense and massed army which
shall swoop from West to East, nay more, that they may storm
those fortified citadels equipped with the most destructive en-
gines, fashioned from infernal elements. Their sword must be
the Word of God, their weapon peace, their hosts the knowl-
edge of God, their captain the fear of God, their support the
Concourse on high, their helper the Lord of the exalted heav-
ens, their provision trust in God, and their strength a contin-
ual outpouring of confirmations from the Almighty, the Most
Powerful.

Make plain unto him these merciful principles; then observe
what he will say. And I entreat God to aid thee in all condi-
tions, O My beloved.
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To: Scholar, in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1910-Nov or <

Praise be to God Who brought into being a luminous reality,
a merciful essence, a divine identity, a comprehensive word,
a perfect sign, and a universal point, and manifested upon it
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His beauty, His majesty, His perfection, His names, His at-
tributes, His conditions and His deeds. Thus it became de-
tailed, branched out, separated and multiplied, and through its
conditions, manifestations, witnesses, existence, ideals, traces
and phases, it encompassed the realities of all created things
and the identities of all beings. And blessings and peace be
upon the noblest point in the circle of existence and the highest
source in the arcs of descent and ascent - the word of unity, the
sign of oneness, the reality of consciousness, and the merciful
medium - and upon his family and companions and helpers
and followers and the followers of his followers until the Day
of Judgment. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

And furthermore, O learned and accomplished one! Excessive
longing for you has welled up in my heart, and my soul has been
stirred by my love for you. I desired to communicate through
correspondence, that I might attain that which strengthens the
bonds of love and tightens the cords of that ancient, spiritual
intimacy which flows from the realm of spirits to the realm of
bodies. I beseech the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting to lift
the veil and remove the covering from the face of this Cause,
that the truth may appear before you as clearly as the sun at
high noon. You surely know that this Cause is mighty, mighty
indeed, and none can comprehend the mysteries of God save
those possessed of a pure heart, who give ear and are witnesses
thereto.

You are well aware that the verses relating to the Hour and its
signs are all allegorical, and none knows their interpretation
save God and those well-grounded in knowledge. I implore God
to make you among those well-grounded in knowledge, firm in
wisdom, cognizant of God’s mysteries, and those who unveil
God’s signs. It is not hidden from your illumined mind that ob-
servation and deduction, unless supported by spiritual insight
and divine witnessing, avail nothing of the truth. Indeed, those
who rely on deduction have differed in their beliefs, statements
and opinions. Were their criterion a true balance, the Illumina-
tionists, Peripatetics, Stoics, and theologians would not have
differed, yet sharp disagreements arose among each of these
groups, though all were people of observation and deduction.
How excellent was it said: “The foot of the rationalist is made
of wood; a wooden foot is most unstable.”

O distinguished and learned one! You know that the measures
of understanding among people are of four kinds: the measure
of the senses, the measure of reason, the measure of tradition,
and the measure of inspiration. As for the sensory measure,
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its greatest medium is sight, and its error is clearly evident to
people of insight, for sight sees the mirage as water, shadow
as stationary, a moving point as a circle, and great bodies as
small. As for the measure of reason, upon which the people of
observation and deduction rely, its error is clearly proven, for
its adherents differ on most questions and opinions. Were it a
straight measure, they would not have differed on any question.
The traditional measure is likewise not a basis for certainty
and assurance, for tradition’s meanings can only be derived
through reason, and when reason is weak in perception, dull
in proof, prone to error and abundant in mistakes, how then
can its derivations and perceptions be relied upon? As for the
inspired measure, it too is not free from error and oversight,
for inspiration, as defined by the people, refers to heart-felt
impressions, and thoughts can be from satanic whispers. When
such a state occurs in any heart, how can one know whether it
is divine inspiration or satanic whispers?

Therefore, nothing remains except spiritual insight and divine
witnessing. So cleave unto it, cleave unto it, for it is for you,
it is for you! Consider carefully what Muslim has related in
his authentic collection: “The Almighty manifests Himself, but
they deny Him and seek refuge from Him, then He transforms
for them into the form by which they knew Him, and they ac-
knowledge after having denied.” Thus it becomes evident that
the truth is contrary to what is commonly accepted, and that
the masses are heedless of it, denying its speaker, its transmit-
ter, and its manifestor, and that divine realities are contrary to
what is commonly accepted among the people. Have you not
heard that the renowned scholar Fakhr-i-Razi wept one day,
and when one of his friends asked him the reason for his weep-
ing, he said: “A matter I had believed for thirty years has just
now been proven wrong by evidence that has appeared to me,
so I wept and said to myself: Perhaps what has now appeared
to me will also prove to be like the first.” Therefore, O you
who ascend to the heights of arts, leave behind what was and
what will be of the sciences, and turn...

Turn thy heart and spirit to the Manifest Beauty! How long
wilt thou seclude thyself in the corner of obscurity? Ascend
to the zenith of acceptance! How long wilt thou dwell in the
depths of perplexity and bewilderment? Soar unto the celes-
tial sphere of divine knowledge on wings bestowed by thy For-
giving Lord. Cast aside the vain imaginings of the common
folk and the conjectures of those whom God hath made worse
than cattle, and gaze with penetrating vision upon this glori-
ous cycle and new age. Then shalt thou witness that the signs
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are manifest as standards unfurled, that the evidences of thy
Lord’s bounty have encompassed earth and heaven, that the
gifts have unveiled their countenance, their clouds have poured
forth, their stars have risen, and their suns have shone forth.
The gardens of divine realities have been adorned, the oceans
of inner meanings have surged and overflowed, the birds in the
rose-gardens of mysteries have warbled their melodies, the fish
in the pools of divine knowledge have plunged and swum, and
the lions in the thickets of certitude have roared. By the True
God! Shouldst thou attain unto this station, thou wouldst be-
hold all existence beneath thy shadow, and thou wouldst never
be unmindful of this supreme blessing, even should armies as-
sail thee with arrows and spears. And upon thee be greetings
and praise in thy beginning and thine end.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O thou whom God hath strengthened to refute those who have
denied God!

The special letter which thou hadst written to Jinab-i-Aqa
Rida was perused. Its contents accorded with reality. Verily
in these days the arrows of tyranny arrive in succession from
every unjust oppressor, and oppression hath reached its utmost
degree. Every shameless one hath rent asunder the veil of
modesty, and every vain babbler hath spoken and written and
published whatsoever he desired with tongue and pen. All this
audacity and insolence hath resulted from the instigation and
encouragement of the Covenant-breakers.

For example, the notorious Mirza Mihdi, after meeting with
certain Covenant-breakers, deceived them and through utter
craftiness requested certain Tablets and writings from me,
claiming “My purpose is to spread abroad the sacred truth of
this Cause so that the whole world may know the real facts.”
Therefore he asked that those Tablets and writings be sent to
him. I, knowing the reality of his intentions, made excuses.
He then turned to the Covenant-breakers, feigning sincerity
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and seeking means of opposition. The Covenant-breakers were
so carried away by his expressions of love that they granted
his every wish and greatly prided themselves that Mirza Mihdi
was with them. They continue corresponding to this day.

Even recently when the head of the Investigation Committee
came from Istanbul and returned, he wrote twice to the inves-
tigator in Akka requesting the book Babu’l-Abvab. The in-
vestigator referred to the Chief of the Covenant-breakers, who
wrote to Mirza Husayn. Mirza Husayn replied that Babu’l-
Abvab was not yet printed, but they encouraged him to hasten
its publication. Even Mirza Muhammad-*‘Ali had promised the
Investigation Committee that “I have letters and correspon-
dence from so-and-so who opposes the government” - God for-
bid! Later he apologized saying it was not possible to obtain
them, but that the book Miftah Babu’l-Abvab, though critical
of me, would suffice, as would the treatise Bushra. Now Mirza
Husayn is in Egypt in utmost loss and despair, constantly com-
plaining to the Covenant-breakers about his miserable and ru-
inous state - that he is sick, ill, alone and poor.

As for the necessary books, praise be to God, all has been
arranged. If Irshadu’l-‘Avam is needed, we can request it from
Bombay. The Risaliy-i-Nasiri will be sent.

i Regarding what thou didst write about the Egyptian journal-

ists and Mihdi severely criticizing thee: In all ages this hath
been the way of the proud ones. They said “Confused dreams!
Nay, he hath forged it! Nay, he is but a poet!” and likewise
“He hath fabricated it about God!” or “He is possessed!” and
“When they see thee, they treat thee only as a jest.” Compare
accordingly. After they thus falsely accused the Holy Manifes-
tations of God, it is obvious what they will do to this servant
and thyself. But it hath no importance whatsoever. Rather,
such criticism is praise itself, and such cursing is more noble
than benediction. “When criticism comes to me from one who
is deficient, it is testimony that I am perfect.” Pay no attention
and do not trouble to reply. If one were to throw a stone at
every barking dog, rocks would become worth their weight in
gold. Here in the streets and bazaar they have openly insulted
us with unseemly words.
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As regards consolation about which you wrote, we hope that
the cause of your heart’s solace may be the favors, bounties and
confirmations of the Blessed Beauty, as it has been and still is.
“Would that Thou be content, though all mankind be angered;
would that what lies between Thee and me flourish, though all
that lies between me and the world be in ruins. When Thy love
is secured, O Thou ultimate desire, then all that lies beneath
the dust is but dust.”

In any case, never deal with the enemies except with kindness,
forbearance, and overlooking of faults. This is the way of the
people of Baha, to return evil with good. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O servant of the Beauty of Abha! Your detailed letter was
reviewed. By your precious life, due to the abundance of tasks
I have no time for details. You will certainly be content with
brevity in complete joy. The matter is exactly what I told you
at the time of departure to those regions: if you want divine
confirmations to encompass you from all directions and bear
fruit, carry out those counsels. Observe my way and conduct.
Praise be to God, you were with me for a period and witnessed
it. This is the path of the good-pleasure of the Beauty of Abha
and God willing you will be successful.

Be kind to all who are on earth and behave spiritually with
everyone. Be gentle and gracious. All are servants of God -
one must look to God, not to the creatures. For if one looks
to the creatures the work becomes difficult - every hour one
would need to change one’s way and movement. Therefore it
is better to choose a spiritual path for oneself and never deviate
from that straight path. Follow one standard and do not look
to right or left or concern yourself with anyone’s affairs. Leave
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the creatures to their Creator - no soul shall bear another’s
burden.

What you need is to acquire complete eloquence and fluency
in the English language, translation of letters sent, translation
of the utterances and speeches of Abu’l-Fadl, sincere love for
all, calm and dignity and steadfastness. These are matters
that yield praiseworthy results and manifest the effects of great
spirituality.

But in the sight of Abdul-Baha, every soul that believes in
the Most Exalted Beauty and is assured of the Blessed Beauty
of Abha is accepted, for there are degrees among souls - one
must look to the degrees and not expect every perfection from

all. All are praiseworthy in their own degrees since they are
believers and assured ones. We must look to the virtues of
souls.

5 In any case, God willing you are successful and confirmed and

you will always write joyful news to us and persist in serving
the Cause of God and become the cause of spirituality and the
joy of hearts. And upon you be greetings and praise. Abbas

i Due to countless occupations, the reply to the letters of Abu’l-

Fadl and yourself is entrusted to the next post, since multiple
letters have arrived and detailed replies are needed. God will-
ing they will be written and sent.
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Date: 1910-Nov or <

O ye who are attracted by the divine fragrances, enkindled
with the fire of the love of God, sincere in the Cause of God,
speaking in praise of God, diffusing the divine fragrances and
calling out in the name of God!

I testify that you both believed in God and accepted the words
of God, and your cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” was
raised even as swords were drawn against your necks. You
were afflicted with every tribulation in the path of God and
endured every hardship in the love of God. You traversed
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valleys, hills and seas, and attained to the blessed spot radi-
ant with lights, and fell upon the white sacred threshold, and
longed for martyrdom in the love of Baha, and hastened to the
scene of supreme martyrdom with such rapture that the faces
in the Concourse on high were illumined.

Then you fell under the claws of ravening wolves and the talons
of fierce and ruinous beasts, and those wolves tore you with
swords, spears and fangs. And in that state, which caused
earth and heaven to weep, you were rejoicing in the grace of
your Lord, grateful for attaining martyrdom, praising the ac-
ceptance of this luminous gift in the Kingdom of Abha, happy
with what God had given you, laughing and smiling at this
supreme bounty. By the True One! The denizens of the high-
est Paradise envy you this gift whose light shall shine through
ages and centuries.

Then they cast your bodies, torn to pieces, in a hidden pit con-
cealed from human eyes, until God raised up a descendant of
that illustrious one to uncover what had been erased and buried
of the traces of their luminous grave. He transferred those two
purified bodies to another purified and perfumed resting place,
and laid them beneath the earth to be two shining traces, two
witnesses to martyrdom in the path of God.

5 I beseech God to illumine that blessed earth with brilliant

lights from the Abha Kingdom and to assist those who visit
that radiant dust with divine confirmation, that they may pray
God to forgive them and pardon their sins and immerse them
forever in the ocean of His mercy. Upon you be glory and
praise throughout endless ages and centuries.

ADMS#330a
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
didst write to His Honor Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali was read. Thou
hadst expressed intense grief and regret. Thou art right. In-
deed, after crossing mountains, deserts and seas, to be pre-
vented from entering the praiseworthy place is the cause of
utmost sorrow.

But since this is the field of tests and the time of trials, be
not sorrowful, be not grieved. Rather, be joyous and grateful
that you have become the recipient of intense sorrow in the
path of the Glorious Lord. This deprivation is the essence of
attainment, this separation is true union, this remoteness is
the core of nearness, and this parting is endless reunion. In
truth, at every moment thou art an intimate companion, near
to me and privy to secrets. This is the essence of meeting, and
praise be to God, thou hast attained it.

The friends must reach a station where union and separation
are the same. They must turn to the Abha Kingdom and strive
to exalt the Word of God. One’s gaze must be fixed upon this
mighty purpose. Whoever succeeds in this must rejoice with
utmost happiness and delight that praise be to God, they have
attained the essence of the purpose and are ever present and
visiting at the Sacred Threshold.

Therefore, be not grieved by this separation. I hope that you
will attain to the greatest of what you desired, which is faith-
fulness to the Sacred Threshold. Give glad-tidings to all the
friends to exalt the Word of God and diffuse the divine fra-
grances, for praise be to God, the divine call is raised through-
out all regions. The essential thing is that which exists and is
established. Keep your gaze upon the Cause of God, rejoice
in its exaltation, and be not saddened by stillness and pause.
This is the essence of the purpose of those who prostrate them-
selves. This is the result of the bounty of the Kingdom.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali (Paqalih), in Tihran
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! I have
chanted thy verses of longing and recited the book of thy love
for God, thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate...

Regarding what you wrote about teaching in the manner de-
scribed - the diffusion of the divine fragrances in all its forms
is acceptable. Proceed in whatever way circumstances permit.
As Rumi said:

“Though lame and limping, sleeping and unrefined,
Crawl towards Him, and Him thou shalt find.”

This divine wine is sweet in every cup. The greatest means for
teaching the Cause of God is detachment from all save God,
patience and forbearance in the face of hardships in the path
of God, a tongue speaking in remembrance of God, and a heart
illumined by the light of the knowledge of God. Praise be to
God, all these means are available to you. However, while dif-
fusing the fragrances of God and exalting His Word, you must
become the herald of pure, absolute, sincere, true, inward, out-
ward, universal, particular, spiritual and physical servitude of
this servant at the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, and
accept no interpretation, explanation, commentary or exposi-
tion from any soul until there is established in the realm of
existence a servitude the like of which the eye of possibility
has never beheld.

By God the True One, I seek refuge with the All-Merciful from
every name, attribute and characteristic other than servitude.
How sweet is its mention to my taste, how delightful its sweet-
ness to my heart, how delectable its flavor in my mouth, how
fragrant its perfume to my nostrils, how radiant its effulgence
to my sight, how quenching its drink to my thirst, how healing
its antidote to my illness, how skilled its physician for my ail-
ments, how firm its verses in my heart, how clear its evidences
in my reality, how wondrous its coolness in my breast, how bril-
liant its light upon my countenance, how hidden its mystery
in my innermost being. I beseech my Lord to make my feet
firm in it, and to prepare for me from my affairs a right course.
And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are steadfast in
the Covenant.
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To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Eqypt
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O Abul-Fadl, mine of excellent qualities! It has been some time
since any news, greeting or message has come from you, even
though you know this prisoner has deep attachment and ardent
love for the absent-present friend. There is not a moment when
I do not remember you and seek word from you. Please write
at least a few words each month and make the nostrils of the
yearning ones fragrant with musk. The remembrance of friends
is auspicious for the Friend. Although spiritual messages and
divine greetings arrive continuously without interruption or
disconnection, since the very act of remembering and thinking
is itself a letter, message, greeting and salutation, nevertheless
the outward eye and ear also have an endless right and share.

In any case, gather the loved ones of Egypt together and call
them to firmness in the Cause of God, attraction to the divine
fragrances, enkindlement with the fire of the love of God, and
steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament. Last year let-
ters were written, some of which were general. When there
is a spiritual gathering, have those letters read and deliver an
extensive discourse on divine counsels and exhortations to the
ears of souls, for it is spiritual sustenance and sustenance must
be continuous.

Regarding the book, please write what stage it has reached,
for hearts are awaiting its issuance. Surely with the assistance,
favor and confirmations of the Blessed Beauty it will soon be
completed. Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous
greetings to all the divine friends. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Isfahan
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O ye illumined Friends of Abdul-Baha!

Praise be to God, that you have organized and established a
new assembly in the land of Esphahan and with the utmost de-
votion its members are arising to serve the Blessed Perfection
(Baha'u’llah). I was pleased to know, also, that you have orga-
nized a committee for correspondence with all part of the world,
and another committee to each the Truth to the youths. Won-
derful confirmation and complete assistance is destined for all
the members of these various committees. This move is identi-
cal with blessing and this glorious intention is accepted in the
Threshold of Oneness. It is my hope that you may perform
these services in a befitting manner; that you may become the
dawning-places of the Bounties of the Infinite; centers of mer-
ciful feelings and the manifestors of the rays of the Everlasting
Glory.

I trust that you may make the land of Esphahan a salubrious
fountain, so that the cool water of knowledge and the flowing
river of assurance may make that region the envy of the green
garden of Paradise. That city was illumined with the presence
of His Highness, the Bab, after he left Shiraz; the Word of
God was promulgated; many blessed souls became believers;
a number of them hastened toward the arena of martyrdom,;
his highness, the leader of the righteous ones, the “King of
the Martyrs,” and the master of the friends, the “Beloved of
Martyrs,” gave up their lives at the altar of love. His Highness,
Ashraf, and many other martyrs drank the cup of trials and
sacrificed their lives with the utmost severance. Therefore, it
is the hope of Abdul-Baha that that region may become the
Green Garden and that city the delectable Paradise.

Upon ye be the Glory of God!

SW_v01#14 p.001
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To: Baha’is of Hisar et al., in Rashkhar
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O loved ones of God and His chosen ones! I have taken up the
pen to write what stirs within my heart and soul out of love
for the loved ones of God, His trusted ones...

O spiritual friends and verses of the All-Merciful! Praise be
to God, through the grace of the Most Glorious Beauty - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - ye are intoxicated
with the cup of guidance and are worshippers of the wine in the
wine-shop of the love of Baha. Through His favors your radiant
foreheads are illumined, and through His grace the manifest
truth is witness to every gathering. Like thankful birds ye are
soaring in the gardens of the forgiving Lord, attuned to the
melodies of His praise and glorification. Therefore, in gratitude
for these favors, spread wide your wings and unite in song and
melody; sing and make music:

If thy heart’s desire be to save thy life, come not hither; But
if thou wouldst sacrifice heart and soul, come and bring them
too.

This is the way - if union with Baha thou seekest; But if thou
be not fit for this path, stay far and bring not trouble.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB08086

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1910-Nov or <

O spiritual friend! ‘Abdu’l-Baha has heard that you have been
somewhat unwell. This was distressing news, and therefore a
telegram was immediately sent from Egypt to inquire, but no
reply has yet been received, causing concern. Yet my spirit is at
peace, for you are under divine protection. Even now, while in
a feverish state, this letter is being written to inquire after your
condition, requesting that you write in detail. The physician
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AB08034

heals others while he himself is sick. My condition should be
inquired after, yet despite having a fever, I am thinking of the
true friends. And upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha ‘Abbas

A detailed letter was sent two weeks ago but no word of its
receipt has come.
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Date: 1910-Nov or <

O spiritual friend! This prisoner’s yearning has increased, and
His burning and consuming grief from separation has grown
greater and more sorrowful. Yet the Incomparable Lord has
thus ordained:

Our souls are ready targets, if agony’s arrows He hurls;

And our hearts come open like shells, when He raineth grace
like pearls.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, on your behalf and on behalf of those who seek
the sanctuary of the Beloved, has turned in prayer to the Con-
course on High and offered visitation. There is firm hope that
this visitation will be accepted. Therefore, have no grief or
sorrow at being deprived. You have attained and are present,
circumambulating and successful. Strive with mighty effort in
whatever is necessary and befitting - and that is faithfulness to
that Kind Beloved and self-sacrifice in the path of the Beloved.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11522

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1910-Nov or <

According to the explicit decree of Baha’'u’llah one must not
turn aside from the advice of a competent doctor. It is impera-
tive to consult one even if the patient himself be a well-known
and eminent physician. In short, the point is that you should
maintain your health by consulting a highly skilled physician....
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To: Hippolyte Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1910-Nov-10

O dear friend! The letter you had written to Ahmad was re-
viewed. You have every right to complain about my not being
present in Paris. We suddenly boarded the ship from Port Said.
The friends were certain that we would come to Marseilles, but
on the ship a disturbance in health occurred to such an extent
that it became necessary for us to enter Alexandria. There-
fore, we took residence in Ramla and praise be to God, health
is better than before.

As for the journey to Paris, we will make it, God willing, specif-
ically for your sake, but during the temperate season. At
present, due to the weakness in health, the cold of those re-
gions would have a severe effect. The territory of Egypt is
moderate in winter. Beyond this, the consummate divine wis-
dom necessitates this, and God willing, it will become evident
and clear in the future.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of New York
Date: 1910-Nowv-11

O true friends and maidservants of God! The letter which
you had written through Dr. Clock was read and its contents
brought the utmost joy and gladness, for it indicated attraction
to the Kingdom of God, enkindlement with the love of God,
and devotion in prayer.

The friends and maidservants of the Merciful must serve the
unity of the world of humanity and show love and fellowship
to all people. They must treat all peoples, religions, and sects
with perfect sincerity, goodwill, love and kindness. They must
strive to yield fruit from the tree of their being, and no fruit is
greater than love and fellowship with all humanity.

Baha’u’llah addresses the human world saying that all are
leaves of one tree and fruits of one branch. Therefore, bonds of
kinship, brotherhood, sonship and fatherhood are established
among all humanity. So strive with heart and soul to conduct
yourselves according to these teachings of Baha'u’llah.

Be a refuge and shelter to every oppressed one, a helper and
protector to every conquered one. Be a skilled physician to
every sick one and an effective remedy to every wounded one.
Be a sure shelter to every fearful one and a cause of comfort
and tranquility to every distressed one. Make every sorrowful
one joyous and every weeping one laugh. Be refreshing water
to every thirsty one and heavenly food to every hungry one.
Be a cause of glory to every lowly one and a cause of wealth
to every poor one.

Beware, beware of grieving any heart! Beware, beware of hurt-
ing any soul! Beware, beware of acting contrary to love toward
anyone! Beware, beware of making anyone lose hope! Any soul
who causes sorrow to a heart and despair to a soul - if they
were to seek shelter in the depths of the earth it would be bet-
ter than moving about upon it. And any person who is content
with the abasement of their fellow humans would certainly be
better off not existing, for their nonexistence is better than
their existence and death better than life.
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Therefore I counsel you: strive as much as you can for the good & ;5 wlg b f;h.:.g Coai Ly 4 e

of all and show love and fellowship with perfect sincerity to all
members of humanity. Remove from your midst all prejudices
- racial, national, religious, sectarian, political, commercial, in-
dustrial and agricultural - so that you may be free from all
limitations and lay the foundation for the unity of mankind.
All regions are one region and all nations descendants of Adam.
This struggle for survival belongs among fierce wolves. Yet the
earth is spacious and the Lord’s table of bounty is spread in
all regions.
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To: Aqa Mirza Ataullah Sanius-Sultan Atai
Date: 1910-Nov-1/

O Sani’, of wondrous qualities! Truly thou art worthy of kind-
ness and deserving of the favors and bounties of the Divine
Unity. With a pure heart and a radiant soul thou dost move
and walk in the path of the Glorious Lord.

And to this station kings are but slaves, and monarchs are but
helpless subjects. The grace of the Most Great Name hath
placed upon the heads of the faithful friends a precious crown
whose brilliant jewels shall illumine centuries and ages.

Therefore, give thanks unto God for this great bounty. Verily
thy Lord is unto thee the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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Words spoken on 1910-Nov-24

Iran will become good in any case - Iran’s success and pros-
perity is assured. However, there are two possibilities: Either
foreign troops will leave, and when they do, loans will be given
to Iran.
and then will progress. Or the powers will take control and in-
terfere in all affairs - even then Iran will progress, like Burma
and Egypt which have seen tenfold increases in trade, agricul-
ture, tax revenue and development of the country since British
control.

In a short time, Iran can secure its internal affairs

But there is a difference - the Egyptians are somehwat timid
and lacking in resolve, having been habituated from the first to
a state of subjugation: They were once captive to the Iranians,
then became captive to the Greeks, then fell under Roman
domination, were enslaved by the Turks for a while, then the
Kurds surrounded them, then the Arabs took control, then the
Greeks dominated again, then they once again became captive
to the Turks until Muhammad Ali Pasha made a move and
now England has taken control. But Iranians are noble and
passionate, unaccustomed to subjugation.

Before Shah Abbas, the Dutch seized the Persian Gulf with its
seventeen islands belonging to Iran and developed them, taking
them completely out of Iran’s control. When Shah Abbas came
to power, the English, who feared Dutch control of the Persian
Gulf because of India, wrote to Shah Abbas asking why he
remained idle and didn’t take back his islands. Shah Abbas
said he had no ships. England loaned forty ships to Shah
Abbas, making a treaty that after retaking the islands from the
Dutch, he would hand them over to England with permission,
give them half of whatever was plundered from the islands, and
give them control of the Bandar Abbas customs. After getting
the treaty, the head of India wrote to the Queen that God had
given her a new Indian domain, meaning Iran was also granted
to her, and sent the treaty. They were very pleased. Then they
handed over the forty ships. Shah Abbas filled all the ships
with soldiers and took control of all the islands, then returned.
England demanded half the plunder along with other treaty
terms. Shah Abbas said “Am I a fool to do such a thing?” He
gave nothing to England - moreover he didn’t even want to
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return their ships. After much dispute Shah Abbas returned
the ships.

Iran will become a paradise and achieve complete progress,
but only when the majority are believers. Mukhtaru’s-Saltanih
asked which of the two scenarios would be better for spreading
divine teachings. He replied that whichever occurs, the Cause
of God will advance - nothing can stop the Cause of God. Iran
is the dawning-place of the Manifestation of the All-Merciful
and will become good. Write down what I said and keep it in
mind....
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AB05795

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Mashhad
Date: 1910-Nov-29

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter of the 26th of Dhi’l-
Qa’dah 1328 was received. A detailed reply was sent a few
days ago. Now again, purely for your sake, a brief response to
your recent letter is being written.

Praise be to God that the wound has healed, and through the
efforts of the honorable Consul and respected individuals, a
remedy was found. Despite there being absolutely no prior
acquaintance between us, they truly made great efforts and
showed the utmost chivalry in their care. Observe how excel-
lent true humanity is.

This servant became infinitely grateful to them and was
pleased, and will never forget their kindness and effort. I
will continually pray that the glances of divine mercy may
encompass that respected group, and that this incident -
namely the assistance and care shown by the officials of the
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just government - may be recorded and preserved as a brilliant
page in Baha'i history.
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AB09755

To: Editor, Christian Commonwealth
Date: 1910-Nov-30

My Dear Friend: - I have received your letter, for the contents
of which I am extremely grateful to you. I understand the aims
of your movement, and hope that with the greatest spirituality
and by the pursuit of truth, it will succeed in bringing about
the unification of mankind.

Enclosed you will find some sayings of Baha’u’llah: insert them
in The Christian Commonwealth.

Be so kind as to accept for yourself and your honourable society
my kindest regards.

SW_vO1#18 p.004

AB08405

To: Ahmad Sohrab
Date: 1910-Dec ca.

O Ahmad, upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory of God!

The Star of the West magazine is a cause of joy and gladness
to the friends, for it is a polished mirror reflecting the events
and happenings of the Cause and the spiritual occurrences in
that country. Every steadfast believer, upon reading it, utters
words of praise and becomes informed of events and thoughts.

This publication will surely render service to the world of hu-
manity, and if it continues, its sphere will expand and reach
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such a degree that it will become a means of connection be- JMs 5 J% 42,)\ N o f 5 G4 bl
tween East and West. By all means show no weariness or &4 ug; f Vs oS colimal 5 @t e

lassitude - remain firm and steadfast, and if possible publish it 63,2 'y T Qdskas 5 2l

in clearer script and larger format.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. @C“Y\ SIS
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To: Abdu’l-Mihdi Falah (Hai), in Iskenderun
Date: 1910-Dec ca.

O descendant of that illustrious person! Your letter was for- Ke S L rael e st Jee !
warded from Akka to the realm of the Moon of Canaan and veedinlie 3 S ole (JeL

was perused....

I too am in the realm of Egypt, and though far from the Blessed x> » &Ls *4ai ) ¢ rae r:.G\ SRR IO
Spot, I am occupied with servitude at the Sacred Threshold. .. .. Tae ol s J R
To attain the circumambulating-place of the Supreme Con- 4 éw-d . S P)
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AB09314

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Haifa
Date: 1910-Dec ca.

O dear one, I write to you less frequently because I am occupied
with work; even some nights I remain awake either reading
letters or engaging in writing. Despite this, I cannot keep up.
Therefore, I bow my face to the dust and beseech for you the
confirmations and success from the Lord of the angels and the
Spirit.

Be happy and remain in the utmost joy, delight and radiance.
A small expense and medicine was sent for Jinab-i-Tamaddun.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB05984

To: Unknown, in Ghale Darre
Date: 1910-Dec or <

O ye servants of the Blessed Perfection!

In the Day of the Manifestation, you have caught the lights
from the Manifestor on the Mount of Sinai and beheld the
splendor of the Ray of Truth. Ye are the children of the Pe-
riod of Baha’u’llah and have become the appearance of the
Effulgence of Mercifulness in the Day wherein the rays of the
Divine Sun radiate upon all things. Tear down the old gar-
ment and clad your sanctified temples with the new robe! Ye
have passed from the salty water of ignorance and have drunk
the salubrious salsabil of knowledge. Ye have closed your eyes
to the wine of heedlessness and became intoxicated with the
choice sealed wine of intelligence! Ye have taken the cup of
prosperity from the cupbearer of the Covenant and with infi-
nite rejoicing, happiness and beatitude celebrated the Feast of
beholding the rays of the Orb of regions!

Now is the time that we may sacrifice, for the sake of the Love
of that Beloved, our spirit, our soul, our heart, our mind, our
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property, our life and our all; and to wish for nothing but His
good pleasure, search for nothing but His Path, and desire
nothing but His Service!

Upon ye be Glory!

SW__v01#15 p.001

AB11079

Date: 1910-Dec or <

The beloved of God and the maidservants of the Merciful in-
tend to found a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in Chicago. They have sent
to us numerous plans that one may be accepted and the edifice
be built accordingly.

Now the funds must be accumulated, the land entirely paid for
and the necessary preparations for building made and then the
accessory matters considered.

Therefore, make ye an effort and show ye zeal that the price
of the land be fully discharged and the means for the edifice
produced.

SW_ v01#15 p.007

AB08411

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1910-Dec-01

O handmaid of Baha! According to what they have written
from Baku, Count Tolstoy has written a letter to the office
of the journal called “Muslim” in Paris, and they have sent its
translation. You should inquire there at the office of the journal
called “Muslim” - if that letter has not been published in the
journal, do whatever is necessary to have that letter published
in that journal. The translation of the letter is being sent.
Convey greetings and salutations to the honored mother and
esteemed sister.
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O handmaid of Baha! Since I had an eye condition, I was
unable to write a letter.
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AB05041

To: Fazlullah Banan
Date: 1910-Dec-0/

O captive of love for that Celestial Beloved! Give thanks to
God that you have reached the luminous shrine and sought
blessing and benediction from the sacred threshold of the
Blessed Beauty. You have found the spiritual circumambula-
tion point and recognized the divine center, and spent days in
fellowship with the wanderers and became of one mind with
the yearning ones.

Now you must hasten to Tehran and study the lesson of
teaching, becoming so skilled in divine proofs and arguments
that you render the people of learning and knowledge helpless.
When you don this glorious crown, you will become the cause
of pride and glory to your father and bring joy and delight to
all your family. And you will demonstrate such steadfastness
and firmness that others will be amazed and all will say with
one voice that this youth is a new creation and this fresh
sapling is a free cypress by the stream of the Glorious Lord.

Convey to all the friends on my behalf the Most Glorious Abha
greeting. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Members of assembies of Baha’is in America
Date: 1910-Dec-05

O ye dear friends and maid-servants of God!

Your epistle was received. You have expressed joy and hap-
piness because of the trip of ‘Abdu’l-Baha from the center of
prison (Acca) to the land of the divine Joseph (Egypt). There
are divine wisdoms in this journey! I am hopeful that it will
be productive of results.

Now - praise be to God! - some time is passed with the utmost
of spirit and fragrance in this country, and we are occupied
with the service of the Cause of God and servitude to the Holy
Threshold.

When the service which is our (present) purpose is realized for
the Kingdom of God, perhaps we shall journey to other parts.

If the beloved of God in all America strive for unity and har-
mony, attain perfect love and accord, and act according to the
divine teachings and the precepts of the Blessed Perfection,
this will prove a magnet attracting ‘Abdu’l-Baha, so that, per-
chance, he may journey to America.

But, until the light of oneness, unity and love shine forth from
the lamp of America, and the beloved act in accordance with
the divine teachings and precepts of the Blessed Perfection, and
all the believers in America become united and harmonious, my
coming to America will be hindered - nay, impossible.

Therefore, strive ye that ye may become the embodied teach-
ings of the Blessed Perfection, confirmed in the divine pre-
cepts, resurrected in holiness and purity, severance, humility
and meekness, set aglow with the fire of divine love; and loosen
your tongues with the praises and commendations of the Heav-
enly Kingdom.

Thus may the great attainment be realized.

Upon ye be Baha’u’llah-el-Abha!

SW__v014#16 p.001-002, BSTW#388
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AB09457

To: Lua Getsinger, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Dec-06

O thou dear handmaiden of God! Thy letter was received and
the plea and request of the friends and handmaidens of the
All-Merciful became known.

The conditions for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s coming to those regions have
been written through you to the friends and divine handmaid-
ens. I hope that these conditions will be fulfilled, so that per-
haps someday a journey may be made to those regions. How-
ever, if these conditions are not met, it will prevent travel to
those regions.

To the dear friend, the doctor, we send most longing greetings
of Abha.

SW__v014#16 p.002

AB04806

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910-Dec-08

O cherished maidservant of God! My hope from the Lord is
that your wish and desire may be fulfilled. You had written
about the joy and delight of the friends and their request for
my presence in America.

> ‘Abdu’l-Baha is like a nightingale. The nightingale soars to
the rose garden. If you desire my presence, you must make
America a rose garden. That is, you must adorn that country
with every flower of spiritual characteristics and human virtues.
Surely the Generous Lord will grant a mighty recompense, and
perhaps this nightingale will fly to that rose garden.

Thou hast written of thy new house wherein thou has prepared
a place for the travelers of the East and West. This is very
acceptable. Now the beloved must strive to make America a
rose-garden. Then your desire will be realized.
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O thou dear maid-servant of God! Thou art ever in mind and
present before me. I hope, through the bounty and bestowal
of God, that thy dear son may be blessed and become dear in
both worlds.

SW__v014#16 p.002-003

vee

MMKbBH#047 p.045x

AB10599

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Dec-17

O Herald of the Covenant! Your letter arrived and its contents
were noted. Keep extremely confidential such important per-
sons as the honored Astarabadi and the esteemed person from
Khurasan, and maintain their secrecy. Do not mention them
even to those who are privy to secrets. Also advise and empha-
size to these important persons not to make themselves known
and to act with the utmost wisdom. In this way they will be
more successful and more confirmed. Consider this matter to
be very important.

The late and forgiven Aminu’d-Dawlih, the Prime Minister,
had written a letter during his lifetime which I placed in water
and poured that water at the Holy Threshold. In brief, he had
mentioned to the intermediary person that the friends act with
extreme lack of wisdom - as soon as someone shows interest,
they announce it with drums and cymbals, and this causes im-
portant persons to flee from drawing near to the divine friends,
as they are fearful.

3 In any case, when the Yahyais observed that the influence of
the Cause of God had become intense and the exaltation of
the Word of God magnificent, they began inviting souls to this
Cause with the utmost secrecy and implemented complete con-
cealment. Several souls, having been assured of confidentiality
and having become amazed at the greatness of the Cause, gave
ear to the Yahyais, who then instilled in them various lies, ru-
mors and vain imaginings. And since they kept it secret, those
persons became immersed in delusions.

Regarding the esteemed personage, you had written a detailed
account about the honored gentleman with the dear one and
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Amatu’l-A’la, but a letter dated 21 Dhi’l-Hijjih - that is, seven
days after this letter - arrived stating that praise be to God, the
affairs of both parties were settled and Jenab-i-Mu’ayyad was
appointed as attorney by that respected person to complete
this transaction. His honor Mu’ayyad is confirmed and will
surely strive and resolve these difficulties.

Regarding the funds from America that you had written about
- if anything is written it would cause hearts to become trou-
bled. Keep these considerations in mind, but you Hands should
organize all the affairs of the school through wise management.

Concerning the two respected Shaykhs, it was written and their
duties were specified, and a letter was written to them - deliver
it to them. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12259
To: Husayn son of Mahmud, in Shiraz
Date: 1910-Dec-21
O distinguished learned one! Q) o) Lrj\

I have chanted the verses of thy gratitude to God for having
rent asunder the veil, removed the covering, shown thee the
greatest signs, guided thee by the light of guidance, and caused
thy breast to be dilated through beholding the effulgent lights
emanating from the Kingdom of mysteries in those regions.
Excellent indeed is the teacher, the exemplar of the righteous,
who guided thee to the Luminary of lights with such conclusive
proof and clear evidence that necks bowed down before them
and voices were hushed in their presence.

It behooveth one such as thee to revive the remembrance of
the ancestors who were blessed by thy Lord with excellence.
Be thou assured of thy Lord’s grace - He Who is mighty in
strength will aid thee to exalt the Word of thy Lord amongst
people of understanding. Be not grieved by adversity.
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Take a little rosewater mixed with honey, leave it under the
open sky from evening till morning, and say: “O Healer of
hearts! O Dilator of breasts! O Glory of the Most Glorious!
Grant me healing.” Then drink from this every day, morning
and evening, and with it partake of light foods each evening and
morning. This is healing for hearts through the confirmation
of the Mighty, the Beloved.

5 I beseech God to encompass thy brother with bounty and abun-

dant gifts, and I ask the All-Glorious Lord for a great reward
for him who was named Haydar-‘Ali - may God strengthen him
with hidden favors and manifest gifts. Recite the verses of thy
Lord with attraction and enthusiasm and in a melodious voice,
for they will influence hardened hearts.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Khugand
Date: 1910-Dec-21

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Be thou confident in the divine bounty and be thou in the
utmost joy and steadfastness. The glances of the eye of the
mercy of the All-Merciful encompass thee and the favors of
the Blessed Beauty are complete.

Be thou in the utmost strength of heart and never be saddened
by the persecution of the people. Act thou contrary to that.
Be confident that thou art under the protection of God.

Thou must act according to the divine teachings - count the
enemy as a friend and move with moderation and kindness.
Thou hast witnessed the conduct of ‘Abdu’l-Baha; follow that
example. Thou wilt find all doors open.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09284

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said
Date: 1910-Dec-21

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The letters that
were sent have been received, and thou thyself hast likewise
arrived in Alexandria, and we were enabled to attain thy pres-
ence. Praise be to God that health and well-being are vouch-
safed, and that I remain firm in endurance and in association
with the various parties. The newspapers of Egypt are creat-
ing a great commotion; among them is the Egyptian journal
al-Balagh, which assuredly thou wilt read.

“There is no tumult in the city save from the curls of the
Beloved’s hair; There is no trouble in the horizons savefrom
the arch of the Friend’s eyebrow.”

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910-Dec-2/

O Herald of the Covenant! The letter arrived and brought
joy and gladness from the news of the diffusion of the divine
fragrances. If the esteemed and distinguished scholar from
Astrabad considers it advisable to make a journey to Najaf,
that would be very good. It is hoped this will yield abundant
fruits, after which he can return to Tehran. And if Jinab-i-Aqa
Shaykh Muhammad Hasan, upon him be the glory of God, can
take up residence in Tehran, that too would be suitable and
appropriate, but arrangements must be made so that he is not
uncomfortable in Tehran from any aspect - his considerations
are necessary. In these days it is very beneficial if important
people are in Tehran. The matter of Jinab-i-Jalal and Aziz
has concluded, praise be to God, but utmost effort must be
made to ensure Jinab-i-Jalal and Aziz are satisfied. Jinab-i-
Mu’ayyad must make the utmost effort so that both sides are
content and happy.
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2 Regarding the newspapers, since this servant’s arrival in Egypt
there has been an uproar - the enemies have arisen to publish
false statements, and a group of newspaper writers in this coun-
try wanted to write a detailed refutation of those newspapers,
but ‘Abdu’l-Baha prevented them, saying “Pay no attention
whatsoever to these absurd statements and give them no im-
portance. If you were to throw a stone at every dog that barks,
rocks would become worth a dinar.” In any case, these false
publications have had no effect, rather the opposite - they have
caused people to investigate. Now I am occupied with making
the greatness of the Cause evident to all eyes, and night and
day I have not a moment’s rest, being engaged in diffusing
the divine fragrances and exalting the Word in all countries
and regions. There is an uproar in the newspapers of Europe
and America. Praise be to God, in Tokyo, Japan a newspaper
has been established - that is, through Jinab-i-Barakat’u’llah
Hindi this newspaper was arranged there and writes in English,
since the English language is very desirable in those parts. For
your perusal, a copy is being sent enclosed.

Regarding the memorial gathering for one who attained the
meeting of his Lord, Aqga Muhammad Mustafa, you had writ-
ten that through the effort of the Service Assembly and Jinab-
i-Aga Muhammad ‘Ali Kashani it was arranged in the home of
Jinab-i-Mu’avin Naraqi - this brought much joy. Likewise you
had written about the teaching class of the handmaidens of the
Merciful, that they have arranged an assembly and the atten-
dance is increasing. I beseech the favors of the Blessed Beauty
that that gathering may become a manifestation of divine con-
firmations and attain complete steadfastness and permanence,
and that the girls’ school may be established with utmost dis-
tinction. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ahmad Sohrab
Date: 1910-Dec-24

O thou real beloved!

The letter which thou hast written in regard to the happiness
and joy, beatitude and rejoicing of the American believers con-
cerning the trip of Abdul-Baha to the country of Joseph of
Canaan, and likewise their expectation of my going to America
was perused. However, the latter event is depended upon sev-
eral conditions which are already explained in a former Tablet.
The attractive power is necessary.

We must all with the utmost joy and cheerfulness sacrifice our
lives for the Truth! Consider how I have left aside a thousand
works and with the greatest attraction am writing to thee with
my own hand; so that in every moment thou mayst raise a wave
and in devotion in the Love of God and the spending of thy
life in the Cause, thou mayst make every possible effort.

I have written a Tablet with my own hand for the Star of the
West. Print it in its pages.

Upon thee be Baha!

SW_ v01#17 p.003

AB08271

To: Star of the West
Date: 1910-Dec-2/4

O Star of the West! Be happy, be happy, for if thou dost show
steadfastness and constancy, thou shalt also become the Star
of the East and be spread throughout every land. Thou art
the first Baha’i journal established in the American continent.

2 Although at present thy readers are few and thy volume small
and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unshakable and
become the object of the attention of the friends and the center
of the generosity of the firm ones in the Covenant, in future
thy readers shall embrace throngs upon throngs like waves of
the sea, thy volume shall increase, thy arena shall become vast,
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thy voice and fame shall be raised and become world-wide and
at last thou shalt become the first paper of the world.

Yet all these depend upon firmness, firmness, firmness!

SW__v01417 p.012-013, SW__v10#01 p.004-005
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To: Gul Ali (Sarvistan) et al., in Tazang
Date: 1910-Dec-30

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Aga Morteza has written
a letter and included in it the blessed names of the people of
Baha. When this register came to view, it was observed that,
praise be to God, it is a record of what was and what will
be. The Supreme Pen, wielded by the fingers of power of the
Incomparable Lord, would be needed to properly inscribe it,
for surely this broken pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha cannot manage to
write to everyone individually. Therefore, He addresses all in
one letter, saying:

O divine friends! It is said that ‘Illiyyun is a book wherein are
recorded the names of those near to God and wherein are found
the realities of the sincere ones. Know then with certainty that
your blessed names are inscribed and recorded in the Abha
Kingdom on the Preserved Tablet and the Unfurled Scroll, and
each one is blessed with the eternal glory of servitude to the
King of existence in the kingdom of appearance.

3 Praise be to the Lord of creation Who adorned the Preserved

Tablet of the contingent world and the unfurled pages of exis-
tence with the blessed names of the friends. This is an eternal
bond and an everlasting inscription. Centuries and ages shall
pass away, but the blessed names of the righteous ones shall
endure and remain.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09820

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)
Date: 1910-Dec-30

O Amin, O manifest light! In truth, thou art striving with
heart and soul in service. In the world of existence thou hast
no purpose save service at the Sacred Threshold. In all matters
thou arisest in truthfulness, uprightness and devotion to truth.

Thou offerest praise to all the friends and engagest in extolling
and describing all the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. Thou
harbourest no ill-will or animosity toward anyone. With all
thou art pleasant, sincere, loving and kind.

3 Blessed art thou for this!
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AB02162

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1910

O Abul-Fadl! You know that for eight years, due to the sever-
ity of calamities, afflictions, sufferings and restrictions from the
previous government while in prison, and various persecutions
from friends and strangers, a nervous condition had taken hold
and there was absolutely no rest or comfort until in these days
it became severe. Finally the physicians, namely the Prus-
sian doctor of Haifa and Asad Bey the quarantine physician,
deemed a change of climate necessary and obligatory.

Therefore, a journey was made to the wilderness of Egypt to
spend this winter in that climate in Alexandria, New Cairo
and Helwan, and to visit friends, acquaintances, fellow citizens
and Iranian compatriots. Upon our arrival in Port Said, the
compatriots expressed displeasure in the newspapers, whereas
we had hoped for a good reception, for if we have not been a
cause of honor to Iranians wherever we went, we have not been
a cause of humiliation.
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Now that we sensed strong displeasure, we therefore abandoned
going to Alexandria and New Cairo so as not to cause displea-
sure to the compatriots. We will pray for them and beseech
God’s help and favor. We hope they become successful and
attain honor and glory in both worlds.

And since the climate of Port Said was also very humid, and
since many people strongly pleaded and insisted on a journey
to those parts, we will therefore go to places where we are
accepted and do not become a cause of displeasure, trouble and
resentment, and where a change of climate will bring comfort
to heart and soul. For here every day brings a headache. From
this reception it became clear how things would be in the future
and what stories would arise each day and what disputes would
occur. Better that we give rest to all. And peace be upon you.
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ABU2370

Words to Mary Hanford Ford in 1910 in Akka

But we are all happy because we have the love of God in our
hearts. When the heart is full of the love of God it loses con-
sciousness of the body. Then pain is as pleasure, then darkness
is as light! If such a one is shut in a prison there are no walls
for him, no solitude, he knows not a prison!

So the martyrs who have suffered for their faith, their hearts
are so full of the love of God, their ears so penetrated by His
songs of gladness, that they scarcely feel the blows inflicted
upon them. It is as if the blow did not reach them, as if the
sword could not cut them!

That is what has preserved us here. It is as if all the world is
here in us—there is no world outside of our prison!

PN_ unsorted p150, TOR.160
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ABU2800

Words spoken in 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Mrs. C., when you go back to New York talk to people about
the love of God. People in the world do not talk enough about
God. Their conversation is filled with trivialities, and they
forget the most momentous subjects. Yet if you speak to them
of God they are happy, and presently they open their hearts
to you.

Often you cannot mention this glorious Revelation, for their
prejudice would interfere, and they would not listen. But you
will find that you can always talk to them about the love of
God.

TOR.212-213, VLAB.143

ABU3232

Words to Mary Hanford Ford in 1910 in Akka

Are the gifts of clairvoyance, and clairaudience true, and can
we attain them?

He said thoughtfully: “I think we should learn to live in the
body as if it were a glass case, through which we can look
clearly on all sides. But we must remember that we can not
see through glass unless it is clean, and no one can dust his
own case but himself.”

TOR.200-201
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Words to Remey and Struven in 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar must have nine sides, doors, fountains,
paths, gateways, columns and gardens, with the ground floor
galleries and domes, and in construction and design must be
beautiful.

SW_v02#01 p.002, BW_v01p060x

AB11417

To: a musician

Date: 1910

O God! Make this servant melodious, attuned with the airs of
the Suprem Concourse, and confer upon him a thrilling and
resounding voice, like the nightingale of hidden meanings in
the Divine Rose Garden.

TOR.178-179

ABU3438

Words spoken in 1910 in Haifa/Akka

The (Holy) Spirit is encompassing and surrounding all. It is
holy. It is sanctified from attachment to a special place. It is
present everywhere and at every time. It exists in all places,
yet is placeless.

SW_ v084#08 p.098
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Words spoken in 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Why do all the guests who visit you come away with shining countenances?

“Why do all who visit thee leave with radiant faces?”

“I cannot tell thee, but in the countenance of every soul upon
whom I gaze, I behold only the Face of my Father.”

TOR.006, VLAB.085

ABU3544

Words to Mrs C in 1910 in Haifa/Akka

I tell you to be happy because we can not know the spiritual
life unless we are happy!

TOR.211, VLAB.116

ABU3586

Words spoken in 1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: What is the spiritual life?

Q. [What is the spiritual life?]

A. Characterize thyself with the characteristics of God, and
thou shalt know the spiritual life!

TOR.211, VLAB.117
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ABU0170

ABUO0170

Words spoken ca. 1909-1910 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: Re: The age of the machine and the end of the world

Thirteenth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

The position of the Prophets on cultural felicity and on modern
technology (concerning prophecy in general and in particular).

Miss Stevens: “The learned western researchers into history,
the experts in ancient history, the researchers into languages,
peoples and religions praise the Prophet Bab for having been
the first Persian who preached cultural felicity, western reforms
(such as banks of commerce and industry, roads for vehicular
traffic, improvement of communications etc), who wanted to
raise the female sex to the same level as the male sex, in brief
who is to be called a modern Prophet far in advance of His own
age. Of the Founder of the Baha’i Teachings similar things
are said, yet the Blessed Manifestation is said to have warned
against the great progress of technology, and there are said to
be prophecies from the All-Highest Pen which do not prophesy
anything good for the development of the age of the machine.
May we, honoured Master, ask your wise tongue to pronounce
on this?”

The Master: “O my daughter, in your utterances, contradic-
tory as they may appear, there is no contradiction! But one
should walk the depths and heights of prophetic knowledge
thoughtfully, in order to get a clear understanding of the rela-
tionship of man and of the human race to technology.

His Holiness the Bab, and even more the Blessed Perfection
Baha’u’llah, have taught that God has enabled man to rec-
ognize and investigate the laws of nature and place them at
his service. But whoso serves me is my servant, and not my
master! The short-sighted person, or rather the person remote
from God or estranged from God, always tends to worship the
laws of nature and to let them rule him. An occidental poet
(the German Goethe is probably meant, in his ‘Sorcerer’s Ap-
prentice’) once said about this: ‘The spirits I summoned I shall
never be rid of! We see this in our bodily structure and our
physical life: It is the modern Occidental who knows the struc-
ture and the laws of corporeal existence, but does he therefore
rule his body with his spiritual reasoning power? Oh no, with
some exceptions he, man, is the obedient servant, even the
slave of his earthly vessel!
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God wills, and all the Prophets teach this, that we, in order
to master nature, must grow beyond it. We should not, like
the poor heathens, blindly and superstitiously fear nature and
worship it in slavish fear, make a fetish of it, nor should we
bow gladly to nature, in that we either serve it hedonistically
and weakly and thus disregard its laws or misuse them, or let
ourselves be crushed by its wheels. See: Man by the nature of
his walking apparatus was created to be a creature walking on
the earth; but he builds ships, makes tunnels under the earth
and through water (New York) and rides in trains under towns
and villages; the German Count (Zeppelin) - with the difficult
name - even invents airships; nay man even knows how to dive
into the depths of the ocean (submarines).

You will say, O my daughter, that just here lie the real proofs
that man masters nature, subjugates it, constrains and rules
it. I will, however, show you the dark side of this apparently
complete domination. An Arabic proverb says: ‘Haste is of
the devil’, and a Bengali (Indian) proverb teaches: ‘The man
who wants to do good always has time and is never in haste,
but everything evil has wings!” They both signify the same.
The more man can increase the speed of transportation, the
more he becomes a slave of time, he no longer has time for
anything - not for his body, much less for soul and spirit, not
for himself, not for his fellow men, he is more and more subject
to the whistling whip of the god of time. Not for nothing does
the German say: ‘For the happy no hour strikes’, but already
does the American rush past him crying: ‘Time is money, and
money is everything’.

The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah had already looked with
prophetic eyes into the time of change and beyond into the
new age of machine technology. His Prophetic Words were:
‘America will conquer the Old World, not with the weapons of
war or the sword of the spirit, but through its industrialism,
its technical large-scale industry and through the expansion
(hypertrophy) of the technical environment. The machine will
devour time; prosaic numbers and formulae, cold charts and
measuring devices will suck dry the soul. Mechanical power
with its symbols and expressions will rule men, nay enslave
and exploit them, and finally the machine will displace man
entirely from life and from work, after which the end of time
will approach for our planet because, though one may mecha-
nize towns to a large extent, where man is concerned there is
a limit’”

Long silence, the Master looks to be sunk deep in thought, to
be looking backward and forward. After a long time - the Mas-
ter appears to have forgotten those present - Miss Stevens again
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turns to the Master: “May we ask: What does the Prophet
Baha’uw’llah teach concerning the end of all times?”

The Master: “The end of all things? you ask, my daughter!
The world, i.e. the universe, is eternal. The earth is but one
planet where natural life is millions and millions of years old.
Life on earth did not exist from the beginning and all at once,
but it developed in stages and by degrees. The atoms of the
elements are predisposed (programmed) to synthesis and com-
position according to the laws of nature; the Cosmic Spirit, the
divine Primal Will operates and creates in this manner. The
Primal Will operates in the element, in the primal atom, as at-
traction and repulsion; on the next higher level as organic life;
then as animal-vegetative; and finally as spiritual life, which is
destined to rise to the super-spiritual. What develops is not the
physical substratum (base), which actually exists from the be-
ginning in its different kinds, each of which then develops only
within its own kind to higher perfection, but rather does the
Cosmic Spirit, the divine Primal Will, unfold within the crea-
ture just as the bud of a flower unfolds ever more completely,
purely and beautifully, and will finally, in the fully-redeemed,
totally purified man, return to the Godhead, to be immersed
and fused in the Godhead.

But the man who has subjugated himself totally to the ma-
chine or has even been sacrificed to it, cannot develop in his
lifetime beyond the low degrees of human consciousness; his
enslaved soul, fixed in the fetters of time and space, can be but
imperfectly illumined by the Cosmic Spirit; after his physical
death he will continue to exist in the world beyond and will
have the chance of purification, not on another earth or on an-
other planet, but in the uncountable spiritual worlds of God. -
Has not our Lord Jesus Christ - praised be His Utterance - said:
‘In my Father’s house there are many mansions, I am going to
make ready a place for you!” - Not by their own efforts will the
departed succeed in purifying themselves, but the bounties of
God will bring them to purification.

But should nine tenths of mankind fall victim to the demon
of exaggerated technology, the end of the history of our earth
will come about. The last of the Days of Judgment will dawn,
when the Prophetic Cycle will have come to an end and the
world returns to God, when all becomes lost in Him through
the crashing and bursting of the elements, which means annihi-
lation for those turned away from God, but spiritualization for
those resting in God, and for those souls still in need of purifi-
cation and development it is a triumphant sinking into God’s
infinite grace and mercy. And what is the Teaching of the
Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah, when we recognize the signs of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 164



Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other) ABUO0218

the time and our souls would like to turn away trembling from
the increasing devilry of the age of the machine?

Believe and taste, O children of man, the reality of God; in
this reality reposes yesterday, today and tomorrow; to seek in
Him is temporal and eternal bliss.” -

Nobody dares ask any further questions for today, the Master
retires for devotion; those present are dismissed.

SDW v11#10 p.110-112

ABUO0218

Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha ca. 1909-1910 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Is the concept of prophecy in the Teachings of the Bab the same as in the
Teachings of Baha’u’llah?... What can be known and said of the 'Divine’?

Tenth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Individual conversations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha with Miss E. St.
Stevens concerning prophecy and prophetic utterances in the
Teachings of the Bab and of Baha’u’llah.

Persons: apart from the Master and Miss Stevens, a Persian
dragoman, sometimes an intimate of the house or Dr. F. are
also present.

Place always: House of the Master, the small reception room.
Time: 2-3 times weekly after sunset.
Duration: One hour and a quarter.

Question from Miss Stevens: Is the concept of prophecy in
the Teachings of the Bab the same as in the Teachings of the
Divine Manifestation (Bahau’llah)?

The Master: “In the whole of the Orient the concept of the
nature of a Prophet is the same, no matter whether it is the
religion of Islam, or the Mosaic or Christian religions, namely:
The Prophet, by reason of the personal attributes implanted in
Him by the Lord God, is Leader as well as Teacher of His reli-
gion (creed). He, the Prophet, reigns and teaches in the name
of God. The nature of the Prophet has superhuman traits
which prove that He towers above ordinary human nature.
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The dignity and burden of prophethood is not conferred on the
true Prophet, but it is inborn, created in Him. The penetra-
tion of the preexistent Divine Light through the substance of
His soul makes the Prophet the Lord of His epoch and confers
upon Him extraordinary powers which go far beyond the na-
ture of ordinary man. The substance of the soul of the Prophet
is purer than that of the average mortal, it has no traces of un-
good impulses, it is aflame with Divine Fire. That is why true
Prophets are not susceptible to defilement by sin.

The Divine Light and the Heavenly Fire at the same time confer
true perception, a secret knowledge, a sure inspiration, which
extend not only to the eternal verities of the religion but also
to all worldly, past, contemporary and future occurrences. -
You, my daughter, are a Christian and one day will also be a
Baha’i - God willing and permitting -, I adduce Jesus Christ,
the Messiah of your present Faith, as example and witness: He,
the Holy One of God, was He not infallible in three respects:
1. Sinless, 2. Possessor of prophetic secret knowledge and 3.
with the justified claim to absolute authority over the things
of His Faith, of this world and the next, the earthly and the
eternal?

In the Bayan, the Holy Book of the Bab, this blessed, prophetic
Forerunner of the Divine Manifestation (Bahau’llah) has given
decisive proof of His prophetic call and endowment, namely: In
the revealed verses (‘ayat’) of the Bayan His magic inspiration,
His flowing diction, His rapid grasp (conception), His innate
knowledge (ladunni), His power derived from the verses (ayat)
over human souls, which are seized as if through a Word of
God. For one of the deciding characteristics of the Prophet is
that He speaks and writes with divine authority, nay, He may
and can introduce God Himself as the subject Who is speaking.
His Holiness the Bab has often let the Lord God speak with
the formula: ‘Say!” This is true of all true Prophets of the Old
and New Testaments.

The natural miracles of the Prophet may be explained allegor-
ically, but the verses ‘ayat’ prove the divine inspiration and
the innate knowledge of all things. Great minds, geniuses
often have an astonishing school knowledge, be it acquired
by themselves (autodidactic), be it acquired through teach-
ers and schooling, but this acquired knowledge (‘ilm-i-kasbi),
admirable as it is, is not to be compared with the innate
knowledge (‘ilm-i-ladduni) of a Prophet. Even the unlettered
Prophet - see His Holiness, our Lord Muhammad, the unlet-
tered camel-driver - has revealed in the Qur’an verses of a
grammatical correctness, purity of style (fasahat) and in a lan-
guage which touches the heart (balaghat), which will remain
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for ever the guideline, the eternally valid measure for the Ara-
bic language.

Every true Prophet is by nature - insofar as He needs it in
His life - All-Knowing. The Divine Spirit is the ‘Constituent’
(building element, the Arabic word is illegible) of the earthly
world of appearances, thus prophetic knowledge includes not
only the metaphysical but also the physical reality, not only
the religious, but also the profane. The Lord God, however, is
far above any of His prophetic servants, for He, the Highest, is
All-Powerful, whereas the Prophet never is, was or will be. The
nature of the Prophet in relation to God, His Lord, His Holi-
ness the Bab has already explained as follows: The Prophet is
the reflected Sun on earth, the Godhead, however, is the unap-
proachable, unchanging Sun before and above the earth. The
Sun, the Divine Light, radiates its nature, light and warmth
without losing any substance, even so does the Prophet radiate
His nature without losing anything, for He receives the light
and warmth of the Eternal Sun which radiates through Him
both light and warmth.

The Prophet is the emanation (radiation) of the Eternal Light.
It is not an emanation of substance, but an overflowing, a
reflection (literally: reflect, throw back) of light and warmth.
All things appertaining to prophethood are a manifestation, a
reflection of the Divine.”

Pause. The Master receives a message from the French Con-
sul. Some time passes until the Master is again at his guests’
disposal.

Master: “Ask, my daughter, what else do you want to know?”
Miss Stevens: “What can be known and said of the ‘Divine’?”

Master: “The Divine always presents itself as a mysterious
potency (power), (might), as a magic faculty of perception and
a mystic force of love (power of love).

The Godhead can be designated as Primal Love and therefore
as the oneness of perception and the perceived. Into the abyss
(primal depths) of the aloneness of God sink all duality, plural-
ity and individuality. The ‘Prophetic’ is the perfect reflection
of the Divine. All things truly religious are the more-or-less per-
fect reflection of the Divine, but they will never approach the
perfection of the Prophetic reflection of the Divine! The world
of the pious (of the just!) represents the sum of more-or-less
receptive and reflective mirrors which all reflect the Godhead.

The Easterner understands better than the Westerner that the
world (the cosmos) is a reflection of the Creator. The Godhead
is represented in the category (the image) of the light, the sun,
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and the created (the world) is a reflection of Divine Light, for
the relationship of the created to the Creator is incomprehensi-
ble and can only be seen and represented in a pale comparison
(analogy). The true Prophet (there are also false prophets)
is thus a pure Manifestation of the divine ‘Primal Will’. All
the Prophets: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Christ, Muham-
mad, the Bab, Baha'u’llah, are of identical stature, in Whom
the same Godhead has appeared (manifested Itself) at differ-
ent times as the same eternal Truth, and Who have merely
adapted Themselves to the different stages of development of
mankind and its capacity of understanding.

The Prophets and Their religions are to be compared to the
sun which rises on different days and at different times - but
always as the same, identical in Their nature, differing only
as to Their place in history and Their activity -, Who educate
mankind as the teacher educates the child. The religion of God
is one, only the theophanies (teachings of God) are different.”

The Master is called away, the people present are dismissed.

SDW v11#07 p.076-077

ABUO0193

Words spoken in the house of Abdu’l-Baha ca. 1909-1910 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: How could it be conceivable that we, modern Christians, could accept as guideline
for the general behaviour of our generation, a book as difficult to comprehend as the Kitab-i-Aqdas
of the Prophet Baha’u’llah, not to mention the more abstruse book of Bayan of the Prophet Bab?...

Eleventh letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.
Continuation of the tenth letter, concerning prophecy.

Miss Stevens: “Honoured Master, with your kind permission
I would like to ask the following critical question: How could
it be conceivable that we, modern Christians, could accept as
guideline for the general behaviour of our generation, a book
as difficult to comprehend as the Kitab-i-Aqdas of the Prophet
Baha’u’llah, not to mention the even more abstruse book of
Bayan of the Prophet Bab? If, however, these two books are
unimportant for the life and death of modern man, then the
prophetic claim of their Authors would also fall by the wayside
for us Westerners!”
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The Master: “O daughter of the Occident, we appreciate your
openness, we know of your scruples. We gladly enlighten you,
O seeker after truth. Hear then: The two Holy Books of
the Bab’s and of the Baha’i Teachings are written in Arabic,
the holy language of the divine Revelation. Each translation
into a secular language makes their comprehension more diffi-
cult. The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah therefore decreed that
these books - the Holy Book Kitab-i-Aqdas, by the way, is but
the completion of the Bayan - should only be translated into
other languages when the peoples concerned will have accepted
the Baha’i Teachings.

The Old and the New Testaments - may their content be
blessed - were originally written in the Hebrew and Aramaic
languages which are Semitic languages, also holy languages, so
to speak, like Arabic. All translations into secular languages
have remained imperfect, make more difficult the deeper com-
prehension of the divine content. If we only understand and
follow the Ten Commandments of Sinai from the Old Testa-
ment -praised be the Holy Man Moses - this holy Book will
have done its work on us; and if we only understand, keep and
follow the Beatitudes and the Lord’s Prayer from the New Tes-
tament of our Lord Christ - praise and glory be to Him for all
eternity - we shall have drawn sufficient honey from the granite
rock of divine values for this life and eternity!

And if we had read and known nothing of His Holiness the Bab
save the prohibition of religious war and religious enmity, that
we should not act but let the Lord God act (against blood
feuds?), if we thought only of building each cultural act, ac-
cording to His command, on the ground of brotherly love, of
the brotherhood of man, this would be enough salvation and
blessing for us. Even His strictly monotheistic creed: “There
is but one God and nothing except Him” says it all. Have not
the Babi martyrs, men, women and children, rushed joyfully
to their death in Tihran in 1852, chanting the verses: “Verily,
we all come from the one God, and to the one God will we
return!”.

And if we remember nothing of the Holy Book Kitab-i-
Aqgdas but the ten commandments of His Blessed Perfection
Baha'u’llah, we shall have gained an eternal blessing. And
what are the ten commandments?

1. Mankind is an indivisible, indissoluble unity.

2. All religions are to be unified (literally to be made one) in
the highest unity of the Baha’i Teachings. It is intended that
there should be but one shepherd and one fold.
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3. World Peace is to be ensured through the Supranational
House of Justice (League of Peoples).

4. Adopt a world-unifying language and a unified script.

5. Give the best education and schooling to boys and girls.
Religion and science, art and technology are there for everyone.

6. Give to each person the same right and the same duty to
work. Look after those unable to work, those without income,
widows and orphans, the sick and the suffering.

7. Equal rights and duties for man and woman.
8. Prohibition of any kind of bondage, every kind of begging.

9. Private property should not grow to overwhelming power,
let the appropriate laws of inheritance prevent this.

10. Landed property may not be bartered away nor lost to
usury, every person has the right to his native soil. Make sure
of a just distribution of land and copyhold.

O my daughter, even if you could read Arabic, this holy lan-
guage, well and could understand it, it would not be easy to
fathom and consider all the profound thoughts of our triply-
blessed Prophets. But has not the Holy One of God, our Lord
Jesus Christ, said: ‘Thou shalt love God, thy Lord, with all thy
heart, with all thy soul and with all thy spirit - and thou shalt
love thy neighbour as thyself - in these two commandments is
given the whole of the Law and the Prophets” So, my dear
daughter, for a just life and blessed return to God we have no
need of an exact knowledge of the Holy Books of our Prophets.
There is enough in the Revelation of each Divine Manifestation
that can be grasped, understood, and is necessary to life, so
that one of good will may find in it a staff and support, light in
the darkness, lamp in the twilight! Does it not say in the Old
Testament - blessed be its word - in a psalm of David: ‘May
Thy Word be a lamp unto my foot!’

Mark, O my daughter: A new Prophet is sent only when the
development of mankind necessitates this. Already the Blessed
Perfection Baha’u’llah has said in regard to the holy Books of
the Pentateuch, the Gospel (Injil), the Qur’an, the Bayan and
the Kitab-i-Aqdas: ‘A Revelation is totally or partially out of
date when it is no longer in accordance with all needs. And in
another place the same Prophet teaches us: ‘Each succeeding
Revelation is in some ways based on the previous ones and is
in some respect more complete than the previous one.

Verily, O my daughter, I say to you: all the great religions
are as phases passed through, educational bridges to the last,
the Religion of Unity. Our Religion of Unity was not given to
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us in order to dissolve, to destroy the previous religions, but
in order to add to them, to fulfil them and to fuse them into
a higher unity. You know the parable which says: The Lord
God is enthroned in a many-sided temple, each side has its gate,
and the people, the believers in the diverse creeds, approach
this temple by many different ways, and whenever they enter
through their door, which they believe to be the only true one,
they find the Lord God on His throne straight in the centre!

Truly, the divine Revelation in its Manifestations is not tied
to chronological points in the history of the world, to place
or time; a true Prophet not only has to cause the rebirth of
His people gone astray, He also has to create ‘new life’. It is
true that a Prophet - considered physically, materially, springs
from the loins of a particular people, but the emanation of His
prophetic spirit radiates beyond the inhabited world, and it
is suitable and destined not only to embrace and vivify His
compatriots, but also to have a lasting influence beyond.

For instance, has the spirit of Christ only influenced the Chris-
tians (good and bad) over the centuries? No, also all adherents
of other religions, such as Buddhists, heathens, not to mention
Jews and Muslims, the spirit of Christ penetrates the inhab-
ited earth, and even when a far-away heathen has never heard
anything of the Holy One of God, he will be touched some
day, some place, by the Christian culture, by the Christian
civilization.

The spirit of the Blessed Perfection is also creating believers
in the farthest reaches of the world, and this century will not
end without leaving behind a cloud of witnesses throughout
the world. Allah-u-Abha.”

The Master retires; the people present are dismissed.

SDW v114#08 p.087-089

ABU0200

Words spoken ca. 1910 in Haifa/Akka

Fifth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Topic: Divers utterances of the Master concerning “The House
of Justice” (Baytu’l-‘Adl) and concerning the “Holy Book”
(Kitab-i-Aqdas).
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Place, time and listeners changing.

The “Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah” ordained, in the days of
His corporeal existence (i.e. during His lifetime), that the Holy
Book of Laws and Ordinances (Kitab-i-Aqdas) should not be
translated into other languages. It is in the Arabic language,
the holy language of Prophecy, the mystic language of Revela-
tion, written in the first instance for the peoples of the East.
The time will come one day when the International House of
Justice will decide when and into what western languages the
“Holy Book” of the “Most Exalted Pen” (Baha'u’llah) may and
should be translated. The “Blessed Perfection” Baha’u’llah re-
peatedly said - be it in writing, be it orally -: “As long as the
peoples and their leaders wear the blindfold of blindness (are
not Baha’is), the Holy Law has no possibility of being imple-
mented. At the hour, however, when the manifested Laws of
God come to be officially valid in even one country, the people
concerned will be permitted to enjoy the innumerable benefits
of the Holy Legislation (in the Book Kitab-i-Aqdas), and thus
the “Blessed Book” (Kitab-i-Aqdas) will and must be trans-
lated into the language of the country as well as into the world
auxiliary language.

The Primal Will (Creator) is a God of patience and forbearance
Who will, in His own time, assist the butterfly of knowledge
to emerge from the dark chrysalis of ignorance (allegorical: to
illumine the peoples and their leaders), be it under the blessed
guidance of the Moon, the Most Great Branch (Ghusn-i-A’zam
“Most Great Branch”, official name of ‘Abbas Effendi), (alle-
gorical: during the lifetime of ‘Abbas Effendi ‘Abdu’l-Baha),
or be it very much later, when the National and International
Baytu’l-‘Adl as the representative Council (Ijma’) of the “Aqay-
i-Sirru’llah” (the Master of the Mystery of God: ‘Abbas Ef-
fendi) will take over the expounding of the Holy Teaching and
of the Holy Law.

It is to be expected that in the cycle of the Divine Manifes-
tation (i.e. in the thousand years in which the Teachings of
Baha'u’llah spread and have their effect) the kings as well as
the highest leaders (presidents of republics) and the siyyids
(descendants of Baha'u’llah and ‘Abbas Effendi) will play the
role of the natural missionaries of the Mahdi with joyous zeal.
True missionaries are like the representatives of the Godhead,
on their rightness of belief depends the care for the preserva-
tion and spread of the Religion of Unity. Kings and presidents
can be elected to the International House of Justice by ref-
erendum, the siyyids into the National or Local (in Persian:
anjuman) Baytu’l-‘Adl. The glorious victory of the Religion of
Unity will one day become the bond which will strongly link
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the Caliphate (Monarchy) or the Presidency and the Siyadat
(bodily descendants of the kindred of Baha’u’llah) with the In-
ternational or Local Baytu’l-‘Adl. (See the Tablet of Ishraqat
as an explicit supplement to the Kitab-i-Aqdas, further in the
“Kalimat-i-Firdawsiyyih”.)

The Kitab-i-Aqdas (the Holy Book). ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas Ef-

fendi explains:

His Blessed Perfection (Baha'u’llah) confirmed in the Kitab-i-
Aqdas the ordinance of His Holiness the Bab in His Book of
Laws (the Bayan), in which He abolishes public group prayer
with liturgical forms (salat-i-Jum’ih), in contrast to the Chris-
tian church prayers, the prayers of the synagogues and mosques.
The main prayer should be individual - in personal solitude (fu-
rada). Exceptions are permitted for certain ceremonies (burial,
birthday celebrations, important national celebrations). With
public worship not only does the “clergy” come to an end, but
also the muezzin (Islamic crier who proclaims hours of prayer)
and the Jewish prayer-leader.

But even if the believers in the Religion of Unity (the Baha'is)
are not to have any professional clergy, each head of a house-
hold will nevertheless have the obligation and the right to prac-
tise freely in his family, in his house and in his circle of friends
the charismatic preaching of the Word and the office of spiri-
tual teaching, but without receiving a fixed salary for it. The
church, the synagogue, the mosque will continue to exist as
a house of public worship - Mashriqu’l-Adhkar (this means in
German: The Dawning-place of prayers). Even every private
person may in his house make an appropriate room into a pri-
vate place of worship for the joint edification of friends and
acquaintances among the Baha'is.

The Blessed Perfection (Baha'u’llah) has ordained in the
Kitab-i-Aqdas that there should not be any pictures, portraits,
statues put up in the places of worship, but only inscriptions,
verses, mystic monograms and numerical symbols, arabesques,
ornaments, wall-hangings, carpets, beautiful vases, incense
burners etc. The same holds true for the Houses of Justice,
which should be different architecturally from the places of
worship and places of pilgrimage. The House of Justice in
its architectural forms should have something severe, legal,
straight-lined and clear about it; the House of Edification and
Worship should make a solemn, outstanding and ennobling
impression, it should not lack ornamentation.

Look at the Baha’i mosque in Ashkhabad! It has kept the
flanking minarets as ornaments. Like consecrated fingers they
point heavenwards. In contrast to the Islamic mosque it has no
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niche (mihrab) for the prayer-leader and no pulpit (minbar) for
the Friday service. Fountains are not needed for ritual washing;
nevertheless fountains and groves as symbols of hospitality, of
love for man and animals, are beautiful and meaningful in the
areas surrounding places of worship. The latter should have
good accoustics, for even without joint communal prayer the
individual may pray aloud, to which purpose recitations from
the Holy Books and the prayer rhapsodies (munajat) of the
holy Manifestations and their Prophets and disciples can be
used.

To a question, whether the House of Worship and the House
of Justice should be built near each other or connecting with
each other, the Master answers as follows:

The community should buy large tracts of land from the Za-
kat (capital tax) and from the voluntary endowments (but not
from legal fines), maybe also from estates without heirs (the
poor tax, 1/19th of the capital or 1/9th of the income, is nor-
mally paid only once and is not expressly mentioned here). The
most beautiful places one should give to the House of Worship
(Mashriqu’l-Adhkar); the House of Justice (Council Hall) may
be built adjoining it or else opposite it. In a circle around these
two central buildings there should be built an orphanage with
two sections for boys and girls, a university, a hospital, a dis-
pensary and a guest house (hospice, khan, hostel for travellers).
The maternity hospital, the insane asylum, an asylum for irre-
deemable cases (prison?) and incurable cases, an old-age home,
a home for the crippled and the blind, should be established in
another place, far from there. All these and other institutions
are in the first instance placed under the House of Justice.

The nine to nineteen members of it must be employed in an
honorary capacity - but professional directors and assistants of
the institutions will be paid, because their work is their profes-
sional income! If the members of the House of Justice should
be poor and are prevented from earning an income by their
honorary activity, the body of nine or nineteen must find ways
and means to ensure the upkeep of such members and their
families through suitable additional income. Poverty or lack of
income must never become an obstacle to the acceptance of an
honorary office by an upright and inspired man!

The Blessed Perfection Baha'u’llah has said and written: “Ver-
ily, we have made the House of Justice a central refuge for all

the poor, the unhappy and the helpless!” “Ya Sahibu’z-Zaman,
Allah-u-Abhal!”

(The meeting is thereby ended for this once...)

SDW v11#02 p.018-020
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Words spoken ca. 1909-1910 in Haifa/Akka

Eighth letter from Dr. J. F. to Mrs. A. Schwarz, Stuttgart.

Occasional utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha concerning the Holy
Book (Kitab-i-Aqdas) and the House of Justice (Baytu’l-‘Adl),
‘Akka-Haifa 1909-1910.

Persons changing (mostly in the presence of European and
American tourists and oriental pilgrims).

The Master:

1. His Holiness Baha'u’llah has expressly permitted in the
blessed “Kitab-i-Aqdas”: “You (the Baha'’is) may do every-
thing that is not contrary to common sense”; but the Supreme
Pen (Baha’u’llah) adds: “The drinking of alcohol and the smok-
ing of opium is contrary to common sense and thus to hygiene
(care of the body and spirit). Eschew it!” - However, “you
(the Baha’is) may conform in many things to the customs of
the country. In the realm of the East (Islamic countries) you
may have your sons circumcised, may let your women wear the
veil, in the West (in Christian circles) you may let the children
be baptized, consecrated (confirmation) and married according
to the Christian manner.”

2. The well-to-do (among the Baha’is) should, apart from the
tax on capital or for the poor payable once - namely 1/19 of
one’s possessions - give 1/5 of the increase of capital to the
House of Justice every two or three years.

3. In the country where the rising sun is first fully recognized
(where the Baha’i Faith is introduced) every town, every com-
munity should raise a Local House of Justice, which combines
the administrative function (administration) with the profane
(wordly) as well as ecclesiastical (religious) legislation, and ef-
fects and supervises its carrying-out.

Do not forget: “Religion is the bond of all things”. Each di-
vine Manifestation (Founder of a Religion) has taught and com-
manded unity of all aspects of life in religion.

4. When my successor “Ghusn-i-A’zam” (Most Great Branch,
‘Abdu’l-Baha) has followed Me into the world of reality (the
beyond), the House of Justice (Baytu’l-‘Adl) shall expound
the Holy Teachings and the Divine Law of the All-Highest
Prophet (Baha’i Teachings and Kitab-i-Aqdas and Baha'u’llah)
and shall make infallible additions according to individual, new
and modern needs and the state of development of people at
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the time. (See the book “Kalimat-i-Firdawsiyyih”). The Local
House of Justice represents a communal authority, the next-
highest is the National House of Justice, and the highest must
be a supranational (cosmopolitan) one.

The Caliphate (monarchy) or other head of state (republic?)
is to be combined with the National Baytu’l-‘Adl, so that the
caliph (monarch, head of state) can be elected to the National
Baytu’l-‘Adl (can head it) or can take office in the Suprana-
tional Baytu’l-‘Adl. To the Local Houses of Justice Siyyids
(descendants of the family of the Prophet) may also be elected.

5. The Blessed Perfection Baha’u’llah further said in the
Tablet of Ishragat: “Reward and punishment are the basic
pillars of the world”. Thus the Houses of Justice, in addition
to their administrative tasks, also have to act in a judicial
capacity. Equally important is the setting-up and supervision
of a school system and the just care of the poor, and social
welfare. The most important is the guardianship of souls,
for this is the greatest earthly and eternal honour (spiritual
welfare). Parts of the judicial task are not only questions of
civil law, but also criminal law, commercial law, family and
inheritance law.

6. The Supranational House of Justice not only has to watch
over peace among the nations, but it should also try and bring
about and uphold the brotherhood of all peoples, all races and
religions through a unifying language (with a unified script).
From the brotherhood of all peoples will grow the Religion
of Unity of the Most Great Manifestation (Baha'u’llah). This
unity is theological (tawhid) as well as sociological (ittihad and
ittifaq).

7. The laws of the Holy Book (Kitab-i-Aqdas) are valid for each
Baha’i, even when they are not yet practicable, as the Holy
Teaching has not yet been fully accepted in any one country.
If an important matter is not mentioned in the Holy Book or
has been made outdated by the development of mankind, the
Baytu’l-‘Adl (the national or supranational) may decide, be it
by majority vote or unanimously, how the Holy Law of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas is to be understood or added to, or how it is to
be adapted to the time and circumstances.

8. The guardianship of the souls should always be entrusted
to the most suitable member of the Local Baytu’l-‘Adl. Such
a member should reflect the light of a God-given vocation.

After My return to God, the Lord, for “all springs from God
and all returns to God”, the blessed Master of the Mystery of
God (Aqa, Sirrullah, ‘Abbas Effendi, ‘Abdu’l-Baha) will take
on and continue the guardianship of the souls, and when the
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day dawns when also this Most Great Branch on the Tree of
Sinai (‘Abdu’l-Baha - Tree of Sinai=Baha’u’llah) will have en-
tered into the depths of the Primal Will (God), He, the one
blessed many times (‘Abdu’l-Baha), will have decided before-
hand - in a last Tablet (alvah = testamentary Tablet) - who,
from among the members of the Baytu’l-‘Adl should take on
the guardianship of the souls. The invisible hand of God (Di-
vine Spirit) will at all times inspire the members of the Baytu’l-
‘Adl, for they are the representatives of God (vakil), so that
they may call the most worthy, the best, the purest one to the
guardianship of the souls. - Bahi’u’l-Abha. (Baha’u’l-Abha,
thus Baha’u’llah calls Himself).

With this ‘Abbas Effendi ‘Abdu’l-Baha closes these instruc-
tions in which essentially the words of the Prophet Baha'u’llah
himself were quoted.

SDW v11#05 p.052-054

AB00909

To: Fatimih Sultan wife of Haydar, in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.

O blessed leaf! Truly you have been subjected to trials and
afflictions that are rare in the history of the world. You found
those holy souls martyred in the path of God and immersed in
their pure blood. The Concourse on High lament your condi-
tion and the denizens of the Abha Kingdom raise their voices
in grief. But since these events and hardships occurred in the
path of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting One, and for the
sake of the Incomparable Lord, when viewed with the eye of
reality they are bounties not calamities, gifts not misfortunes,
joy and delight not endless grief and sorrow, gladness and bliss
not unlimited pain and tribulation.

Consider what benefit or honor the accursed Yazid gained from
his pomp and wealth. Rather, hopeless Yazid and the wicked
Walid descended to the lowest depths. But the lamp of the
Concourse on High and the brilliant star in the horizon of
supreme martyrdom, the Prince of Martyrs (may my spirit be
sacrificed for him), although afflicted with supreme tribulations
- his pure blood was shed, his veins and arteries were severed,
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bodies were mixed with dust, possessions were plundered and
pillaged, and women and children were left homeless - yet it
all resulted in the dawning of lights and brought forth eternal
glory. An everlasting sovereignty was established and immortal
life was made possible. This is the difference.

3 Therefore do not wail and lament, do not sigh and moan, do
not weep and grieve, and do not be troubled and restless. If
the Virgin Mary or Asiyih (Pharaoh’s wife) were in your place,
they would surely give thanks and offer praise and prayer at
the threshold of the One God, saying: “O Lord, praise be
to Thee for placing this crown of supreme martyrdom upon
Haji Haydar’s head and clothing me in this black garment of
supreme bounty. Thou made that noble one a partner of the
Exalted One and companion of the martyrs of Karbala’s plain,
and made me the confidant of Mary and companion of Lady
Zubaydih in mourning. Thanks be to Thee for bestowing such
a bounty and making me privy to such mysteries.”

But as for Samsam, if he has truly committed such oppression,
he must await God’s vengeance, for “they who act unjustly
shall know what vicissitudes their affairs will experience.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha will pray at the Sacred Threshold of the Abha
Beauty that the survivors remain protected and preserved, and
the oppressed ones guarded and remembered. While there is
unrest, it is better to stay in Tehran. The Hand of the Cause
of God and the handmaiden of God Fa’izih have shown you
love and made efforts on your behalf - they have done this for
me, and if they had done it for me personally, know for certain
I would not have been so grateful and pleased.

6 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Date: 1910 ca.

Convey to the revered personage that for some time the means
of havoc have been engendered in Iran and great difficulties
have ensued amongst the people and the government. So long
as the government and the people are not blended like honey
and milk, prosperity and success are in no wise possible.

A government of religious (shari’ah) law is a constitutional gov-
ernment and one of the immediate requirements of this lumi-
nous age. Therefore all the governments of the world have be-
come, or will continue to become, constitutional governments.
There is no other alternative.

Thus Mikado, the Emperor of Japan, as well as the Governor
of Montenegro, having realized the benefits of a constitutional
government, consented, of their own accord, with none’s in-
sistence or force, to convert their absolute reign into a con-
stitutional government. In this way, the public arose, with
the utmost joy, to render service to the government, and con-
tinually progressed until they reached their current degree of
development.

This is the requirement of the present time. To oppose it yield-
eth no fruit and is, in no wise, conducive to results. Every
government of Europe was once an absolute power, and with-
stood, with every force at its disposal, those in favor of the
constitution. But ultimately, their efforts were of no avail and
their absolute power was changed into a constitutional govern-
ment.

The only absolute powers left throughout the world are the
government of Iran, and, in the Occident, the governments of
Fas (Saudi), of Maknes (Marroco), and of Afghanistan. These
few governments, too, will, of a certainty, be compelled to form
a constitution. But so long as destiny hath not played its part,
it is certain, that if the revered personage seeketh to promote,
with pure motives and genuine intentions, the establishment
of a constitutional government, this will foster the nation’s
happiness, will attract Divine confirmation and assistance, and
become the cause of vast progress in a short span of time.

Consider how his royal highness, the King of England,
spendeth his days, in the plenitude of happiness, of tranquil-
ity, of peace and prosperity, and is the most exalted Monarch
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among the kings of the world. Neither is he responsible for a
matter, nor doth he take any blame. The assemblage of the
people and the pillars of the government render to their King
the most earnest service and bear for him the weight of every
burden, while his sovereignty is in continuous progress and
the nation at constant rise. Can aught be preferred to this?
On the one hand the sovereignty is preserved and safe, and on
the other the nation is day by day advancing.

If the revered personage seeketh to assist the Iranian govern-
ment to endure and prevail, and to aid its people to progress
and prosper, he must, of a certainty, promote the establishment
of a constitutional government. These petitions are offered in
a spirit of good-will. Albeit, whatever is deemed agreeable in
his honored esteem, the same is to be obeyed and accepted.

This is a brief account of the letter which I have penned myself
and which is now in possession of an intermediary in Tehran,
the intermediary not being a Baha’i.
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To: Muhammad Taqi son of Ali Akbar (Khurasan), in Bandar Jaz

Date: 1910 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The brilliant poem was
truly a unique and luminous masterpiece. It will be chanted
and recited with the utmost joy and fragrance in the gatherings
of the friends. You had written endless praise of the friends in
Bandar Jaz, that praise be to God, they are firm and steadfast,
well-rooted, intimate and close companions.

Indeed it would be a pity if in such days one were to become
dejected, for the rays of the Sun of Truth have so illumined the
horizons that they are in tumult and commotion. The divine
call has shaken the foundations of all regions and created an
uproar in this infinite universe. From every direction rises the
cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” and from every country
ascends the call “Holy, Sacred is the Lord of the angels and the
spirit!”

This call reaches the ears of all the peoples of the world, even
the materialists and atheists of Europe and America are at-
tracted and enkindled. Observe what the power of the Word
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of God has wrought! Those who wrote treatises proving the fal-
sity of religions and establishing naturalism, who were averse to
all the Prophets and Messengers, are now engaged in promot-
ing the Cause of God with perfect firmness and steadfastness.

Consider the author of Some Answered Questions, with what
firmness and steadfastness she has arisen to serve! In these
days she has written a book dramatizing the life of Tahirih,
upon her be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, had it pub-
lished with illustrations, distributed it in Europe and America,
and dedicated its proceeds to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Amer-
ica. The European press, even the naturalists, have highly
praised this book. She intends to stage this drama in Paris
after the book becomes well-known. Observe to what degree
the Word of God has influence!

5 In brief, convey to the friends of Bandar Jaz heartfelt greetings
and praise from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My desire is that in such days
when the Cause of God is shining like the full moon, brilliant
and radiant, those souls may raise such a call in this world that
its wondrous melody may reach the ears of the denizens of the
Kingdom, and its resonance and reverberation may continue
throughout ages and centuries. Due to lack of time, I write
briefly. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said
Date: 1910 ca.

O servant of Baha'u’llah! Your letter was received and the
letter from Qa’im-Maqgami was carefully studied from begin-
ning to end. I write a brief response. Telegraph them to wait
and not to move. Write to him that praise be to God, perfect
health and comfort were attained on this journey.
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The interpretation of the dream is that the Cause of God will
achieve the utmost exaltation in Iran, especially in Iraq in
places connected to them. And seeing the prayer beads in-
dicates that truly these prayer beads were from me. But the
name “Asghar” (smaller) indicates that one must act with kind-
ness and humility toward all people. Though Iran is now in
ruins, it will eventually become a palace - meaning after many
disturbances.

But now His Honor Qa’im-Magami must follow the example
of his illustrious grandfather: when all enemies in Iran were
attacking him and the Shah was secretly hostile and full of
anger toward that departed soul, he never became discouraged.
The late Mirza once said to him that his enemies were endlessly
persistent and something must be done. He replied: “I know
they seek to kill me and surely this will be my end - my murder
is certain. And you know I have the power to take revenge on
the Shah. But I am not faithless - until my last breath I will
remain faithful. I leave this faithlessness to them.” Consider
how gentle and forbearing he was. We hope that His Honor
Qa’im-Maqgami will also walk this path.

Since the contents of the decree did not match reality, it there-
fore remains forgotten in a corner. Praise be to God he is
confirmed. No one imagined it would turn out this way, de-
spite all those corruptions, slanders and calumnies that were
attached to him.

5 The purchase of the land where the pure bodies of the martyrs

are hidden is highly acceptable at the Holy Threshold, espe-
cially since the inn has also been developed and they can stay
there in the utmost joy and delight. They should certainly
send a photograph of that building.

i Praise be to God, His Honor Qa’im-Maqgami has always been

successful in contentment and God willing will continue to be
so. From the infinite favors of the Blessed Beauty, I hope that
he will be confirmed and successful in all matters. And upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory. Send a copy of this letter to
His Honor Qa’im-Maqami.
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To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih, in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.

O honoured leaf! Be not sorrowful or distressed because of the
ascension of him who attained the Presence of his Lord, and
give not thyself to sighing and lamentation. For we cherish the
hope that, through the grace and bounty of the Most Great
Name, all shall, in that luminous gathering and that merciful
assemblage, be united at the banquet of His effulgent Revela-
tion.

As to the fragrant resting-place of that one who was nigh unto
the Court of Grandeur, about which thou hadst written: Be
not grieved. It shall be built and restored in the fairest manner.
Whatsoever hath proceeded from the Pen of the Covenant, be
thou assured, shall verily be fulfilled and made manifest; and
once the structure hath been raised, the inscription for the
gravestone will be sent.

Concerning the girls’ school of which thou hast written: What
was formerly set forth on this matter is the very truth. Until
the maidens be not nurtured in the schools and institutions
of learning, until they acquire the sciences and arts, master
the necessary crafts and skills, and be trained according to the
divine education, the present state of affairs will not be set in
order.

For a day shall come when these daughters will become moth-
ers; and the first educators of the children are the mothers.
It is they who implant the foundations of virtue in the very
nature of the children, who encourage them to acquire perfec-
tions, teach them the ordinances of human civility, warn them
against base qualities, and spur them on to resolve and stead-
fastness, to the bearing of hardships, and to the attainment of
progress. Wherefore the utmost endeavour must needs be ex-
erted in the education of the girls. This matter is of paramount
importance, and it should be ordered and arranged under the
supervision of the Spiritual Assembly.

5 His Eminence, the Hand of the Cause Ibn-i-Abhar, and Doctor
Moody had written regarding the schools. A complete reply
was despatched and hath, assuredly, by now reached them.
The dearly loved handmaidens of God will, assuredly, exert
the utmost endeavour for the promotion of the girls’ schools;
and such endeavour is, in the Kingdom of God, worthy of a
thousand praises.
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AB01906

To: Kiyumarth Khusraw Parsi, in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.

O ancient servant of God! Your letter arrived. Its contents
were like honey and nectar, and its meanings were most beloved
and heart-touching, for they were proof of heavenly bounty and
evidence of divine bestowal. Praise be to God that the light
of guidance shone forth and the chamber of the heart became
illumined like a mirror. The heavenly mystery became manifest
and the luminous rays became apparent. This is the bestowal
of the One God and the outpouring of the cloud of mercy of
the Lord.

Regarding your question about the four days of the month that
were distinguished in the religion of Zoroaster and dedicated
to spiritual exercises and supplication: This Persian month is
measured against the lunar month. In each month, the second
day is the appearance of the moon, since usually on the first day
it is hidden. This symbolizes that the divine heavenly moon
has no manifestation in the beginning, but later becomes mani-
fest. And twelve refers to how the celestial moon completes one
cycle through twelve constellations each month, and this is the
complete cycle of the moon. Similarly, the True Moon in its
time had manifestations in the twelve tribes, twelve apostles,
and twelve Imams. When fourteen is added to two and twelve,
it becomes twenty-eight, and these are the lunar mansions that
the moon traverses in the course of one month. Likewise, the
spiritual mansions of meaning are in twenty-eight letters.

As for the number twenty-one, it refers to the number of the
unity of the FExalted Bab and the Letters of the Living. When
two is added to it, it indicates the second rising, meaning the
subsequent manifestation, the dawning of the Sun of Truth, the
manifestation of the Blessed Beauty. Nineteen plus two equals
twenty-one. Therefore these four days are distinguished, and
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it has been ordained that they should be spent in spiritual
sustenance and heavenly food.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02238

To: Haji Muhammad Ali son of Ustad Hasan Fakhkhar, in Sarvistan

Date: 1910 ca.

O my dear friend, I read your letter with utmost care and
derived great joy from your oath. Therefore I pen this reply.

Although in this mortal world you found no happiness and
attained no desires, though no morning found you resting con-
tentedly and no evening saw you settled and composed, yet
you know not that all companions are caught in this affliction.
Think not that in this world any soul drew a breath of comfort
or found even a dewdrop from the ocean of rest. The vicissi-
tudes of time and happenings of possibility ever lie in ambush,
while the hunter of destiny and fate sits in waiting. Given this,
how can any person be immersed in ease and comfort?

As the Persian poet says: “No thorn-tip exists that is not
red with martyrs’ blood; What a plague was that hunter that
passed through this desert!”

And the Turkish poet says: “In this turquoise-colored dome
there is no shield; All atoms are targets for the arrow of fate.”

5 And the Arab poet says: “Live alone, for love’s comfort is

suffering; Its beginning is illness and its end is death.”

In any case, praise be to God that the friends have great conso-
lation and find healing for their hearts in times of tribulation,
for they are detached from comfort of spirit and heart’s desire
in this world and have found their way to another world. When
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trials come, as they recall the favors of the Blessed Beauty, ev-
ery bitterness becomes sweet and every deadly poison turns to
honey and nectar.

My hope is that your prayer too will be answered and friends
will be raised up who will each become a bright candle and
a rose in the garden, becoming spiritual nightingales in the
divine gardens, raising celestial melodies and causing the divine
fragrances to spread throughout those regions.
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AB02624

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt
Date: 1910 ca.

...And as for the book of letters of this servant, on the outside
of the book let just this much be written: “Letters of Abdu’l-
Baha” [Makatib-i-*‘Abdu’l-Baha] and at the end of the book
whatever the majority of votes of the Assembly of the friends
decides, implement that.

Since health is delicate, detailed writing was not possible. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10381

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910 ca.

O dear Herald! Your letter was received and carefully consid-
ered. It indicated the receipt of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letter and the
prayer seeking confirmation for all the loved ones of God. You
had also written glad tidings from Shiraz that, praise be to
God, through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty, Shi-
raz is about to become full of commotion and the tumult of
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that sweet-lipped one will cause upheaval in the pillars of that
region.

The letter from Muhammad Tal’at of Egypt arrived, along
with the ode he had composed about visiting the House. A
previous letter from him had also arrived and was answered.
Now too, the reply to this letter is being sent. Wherever he
may be, deliver it to him. Joy was obtained from the effort
and kindness shown to him by the true friends.

3 The two leaflets that were printed and distributed in Najaf
were reviewed. You will see many such papers - they have
absolutely no effect. The story in the letter is entirely false and
slanderous. Something has been written about this matter and
will be sent, God willing. They have taken some of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s phrases, mixed them with corrupted statements, and
distributed them, hoping by this means and this plot to bring
dishonor upon this servant. This calumny is like “cauterization
as the last remedy” - they have deemed the ultimate cure for
their pain to be the utmost intrigues, whisperings, calumnies
and slanders, and they act upon this. “Leave them to their
vain discourse and trifling.”
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AB11691

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! Multiple letters were received and
their contents brought spirit and fragrance. Due to lack of
time, the previous letter will be answered later. Now I quickly
reply to the recent letter since it is important.

> Regarding the charitable educational association you had writ-
ten about - praise be to God they are engaged in service and
generous with life and wealth. You must absolutely give the ut-
most importance to the Baha’i school. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is always
thinking about that school and hopes that eventually it will
reach such a degree that there will be multiple schools from
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primary to advanced levels, and it will be counted among the
greatest higher institutions of learning - indeed, that it will
surpass all educational institutions in the world, for it is as-
sociated with the people of Baha. And be not amazed at the
Cause of God.

Show respect to the editor of the Iran newspaper as his pur-
pose is the wellbeing of humanity. And if he wishes to publish
selections from the Treatise on Civilization in his newspaper,
there is no objection.

You must definitely send Mirza Asadu’llah Mazandarani to
the region of the Holy Shrines, as the Shrines have developed
receptivity and he can speak with utmost wisdom there with
the known respected person. Similarly, give importance to
teaching classes for the handmaidens of the Merciful.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03012

To: Baha’is of Washington, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910 ca.

O ye friends and maidservants of God, beloved ones and hand-
maids of the All-Merciful! Your letter was received. You had
expressed joy and gladness at ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s journey from the
prison center to the land of the Joseph of God. In this journey
divine wisdom was ordained. I hope it will bear fruit.

Now, praise be to God, time is being spent in this country in
utmost joy and fragrance, engaged in service to the Cause of
God and servitude at the Sacred Threshold. And when the
intended service to the divine Kingdom is accomplished, travel
to other regions may occur.

And if the friends of God throughout America achieve unity
and harmony, and manifest complete love and fellowship,
and act according to the divine teachings and counsels of
the Blessed Beauty, this matter will become a magnet and
draw ‘Abdu’l-Baha to make a journey to America. And until
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this lamp of unity and harmony and love glows in the glass
of America, and action according to divine teachings and
counsels of the Blessed Beauty is achieved, and all the friends
in America become united and harmonious, coming to those
regions is impossible and unattainable.

Therefore strive to become embodied teachings of the Blessed
Beauty and succeed in following the divine counsels, and be
raised up with sanctity and detachment, and become accus-
tomed to humility and submissiveness, and be enkindled with
the fire of divine love, and open your tongues in praise and glo-
rification of the divine Kingdom, so that this greatest bounty
may be attained.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03699

To: Munis, Darvish Abdu’l-Karim et al.
Date: 1910 ca.

O you two wanderers of the world! Give thanks to God that
in this path you are homeless and destitute, scattered and dis-
persed. What result is evident from peace of mind, comfort
of circumstances, and physical ease? If there is any fruit and
result, it lies in being lost and bewildered in the wilderness of
the love of God. This is what you should seek from God. This
is the comfort of heart and soul, this is the joy of mind and
consciousness.

Every soul seeks peace of mind and desires a nest and shelter
of ease, but ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the path of Baha seeks dispersion
and desires homelessness. He abandons nest and shelter meant
for earthly birds; he desires heavenly flight, yearns for spiri-
tual power, seeks purity and freedom from all contamination,
desires detachment from both worlds, longs for sanctification
and holiness, and yearns for enkindlement with the fire of the
love of Baha. This is the heart and soul’s desire - to drink a
cup of the divine wine, to become intoxicated with divine love,
and to become independent of all stimulants. And upon you
both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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The Qa’im-Magam is on his way but his thoughts are disturbed.
May God protect him. Peace.
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AB04066

To: Shaykh Zainul-Abidin Teacher of School et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.

O divine teachers! You have arisen to render a service that
is truly worthy of praise and commendation, for you are ed-
ucating and training tender saplings in the Garden of Abha.
This service excels all other services and this endeavor de-
serves a thousand praises and glorifications. ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
with utmost humility, supplication and yearning, implores the
Abha Kingdom and begs confirmation and success for you, that
through the aid and favor of the Desired One you may succeed
in raising spiritual children and illumined descendants, each of
whom may become a luminous lamp in the sanctuary of divine
unity and a merciful teacher in the school of divine love.

O children! A hundred glad tidings be unto you that under
the shadow of the Beauty of Abha you are acquiring sciences
and meanings in the school of the All-Merciful. I hope that
you will be so educated and will strive with such effort and
zeal that eventually you will become skilled in all branches of
knowledge and will make clear and evident the mysteries of
existence. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04779

To: Aga Mirza Yahya
Date: 1910 ca.

O namesake of the Chaste One! The sea of bounty hath surged
so high as to flood the shores of existence with the waters of in-
finite grace. The world of being hath therefore been set in won-
drous motion and hath been revived and blessed. Minds have
soared to new heights, understanding hath increased, move-
ment hath become rapid, and progress hath become powerfully
evident in all aspects of life.

2 Thus, great discoveries have been made, mighty enterprises
have been established, wonderful inventions have appeared,
and the mysteries of the universe have stepped forth from the
invisible plane into the realm of the visible.

Wherefore must the friends, one and all, exhibit a signal effort
to create a new invention, discover a new science, engage in
a great enterprise, or manifest a power or a bestowal in the
human world. I beseech God that thou mayest be assisted and
confirmed under all conditions.

+ The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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AB05112

To: Sarvistani, Karbala’i Muhammad Bagir et al.
Date: 1910 ca.

O Lord! Grant Muhammad-Hasan, who is enamored of Thy
beauty, shelter in the precincts of Thy great mercy and make

him aware of the mysteries of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Open the gate of forgiveness and treat him with pardon and
benevolence. Through the effulgence of Thy favors, dispel the
darkness of sins and with the light of Thy bounty make his
countenance bright and radiant.
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AB05932

O Lord! Make Bagqir, the pilgrim, a brilliant lamp and make
Muhammad-Rida successful in attaining Thy good-pleasure
and make ‘Abdu’llah a manifestation of the bounty of God
and make Aqa Baba and Shukru’llah lamps of guidance and
immerse Aga Murtada in the ocean of Thy favors and deliver
Husayn from wandering and grant him freedom and make him
deserving of Thy aid and protection. Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty.

L’é)-*:‘;;rff\{@i\)jbjp,\:,\x.é\ :
J'GB'"\J "m"\‘f}“ﬁf By A sl
@ o L Al 5 LLBY o8 il Con e
jﬂgz\)\}oao@‘f)\}\}\\)w
3ok G5 o8 O s Do s O

Ll

INBART:265, INBA52:269a

AB05932

To: Isma’il Rais, in Bandar Jaz
Date: 1910 ca.

O fair Dhabih! In this new age, the arrangement of the postal
service hath been newly ordered and regularized.

Although the chapar (courier) system continued in Iran from
the time of the Tatar khans, it was limited to rulers and gov-
ernors. This novel arrangement is one of the fruits of this
glorious century and this preparation was for the Most Great
Manifestation, so that news could reach all regions and corre-
spondence between East and West could be accomplished with
utmost ease.

The Bab - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - stated that
people should provide means for swift communication so that
news of Him Whom God shall make manifest could spread to
all regions with maximum speed. In a short time the telegraph
appeared. Consider how the Word penetrates - verily God has
power over all things.

Now blessed souls are successful in serving the postal service
- they must give thanks, for they are the means for spreading
the divine fragrances. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB12439

AB06412

To: Baha’is of Tihran et al.
Date: 1910 ca.

O friends! Two Americans who own a newspaper in America
are intending to travel to Iran solely to learn about conditions
in Iran and to investigate the state of political parties, gov-
ernment, civilization, industry, commerce and agriculture, so
that they may correspond with their newspaper from there and
write about whatever they see and hear. These two individu-
als are respected and well-intentioned in America and are now
headed to Baghdad. The friends must show them utmost love,
kindness, service and goodwill when they arrive, and quickly
write letters of recommendation for them to the friends wher-
ever they go.

Their names are Mr. William T. Ellis and Mr. Gardner Hazen,
B.A.
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To: Muhammad Talat Effendi
Date: 1910 ca.
O thou who hast responded to the Call! J L;) gl

I have perused what reached me from thy letter and found
sweet those clear meanings, for they indicated the expansion
of thy breast upon beholding the loved ones of God and the
attraction of thy heart through love for the hearts of God’s
chosen ones.

Were it not for the persecution of the loved ones by the igno-
rant, you would witness something wondrous in their character.
But the base ones lie in wait for them, even as fierce wolves
attack the sheep, and thus they are unable to manifest their
heartfelt sentiments and their hospitality to strangers, espe-
cially to one such as your honor - a person deserving of all
respect and loyalty.
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ABO06560

I beseech God to make hearts attracted to thee, souls reliant
upon thee, faces joyous at meeting thee, and inner hearts ex-
panded by the vision of thee.

5 I sent a reply to the first letter which must have reached thee
by now. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06910

To: Maryam Thornburgh-Cropper, in London
Date: 1910 ca.

...O cherished maidservant of God! At one time thou wert
studying the Arabic language. This is most beneficial. Thou
must certainly persevere until thou gainest proficiency and art
able to correspond in Arabic with the utmost eloquence and
fluency... Most assuredly, with the utmost determination, en-
deavor to master the Arabic language so that thou mayest ac-
quire complete proficiency and be able to read and write with
perfect ease....
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AB06560

To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz
Date: 1910 ca.

O my God, my God! These are servants whom Thou hast cho-
sen for the service of Thy Cause, the exaltation of Thy Word,
and the diffusion of Thy holy fragrances. O Lord! Make their
faces sincere before Thy gracious countenance, establish them
upon Thy straight path, and make them steadfast in service
to Thy mighty Message. Make them signs of guidance among
all creation that they may spread Thy traces, derive light from
Thy rays, become aware of Thy mysteries, and through them
may Thy manifest realm of light and the seat of Thy exalted
and mighty Beauty be illumined. O Lord! Exalt their stations,
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ABO07039

gladden their spirits, make firm their words, and spread their
traces among Thy creation. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Strong, the Omnipotent.

He is God! O ye dear friends! Shiraz is the dwelling place
of the Self-Sufficing Lord. It must become the dawning-place
of the lights of mysteries, and in that land the gathering of
lovers must raise their song of joy and delight to the Kingdom
of Light.
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AB07039

To: Afnan, Abdu’l-Husayn son of Siyyid Mirza Afnan
Date: 1910 ca.

O fresh branch of the Blessed Tree! Your letter was received.

Praise be to God, it demonstrated the utmost supplication,
entreaty, humility and submissiveness.

The Afnans of the Blessed Tree must show complete meekness
and lowliness, so that they may teach with all humility and
submissiveness, and impart absolute effacement and complete
evanescence. For they are, in the words of Christ, the salt of
the earth. Verily salt must be salty.

His honor your father, praise be to God, is completely firm and
steadfast in the Covenant and Testament, and is upright and
serving. Through the grace and bounty of the Divine Unity,
it is hoped that he will become the recipient of endless favors
and that he and all the family will become the manifestation
of the assistance and loving-kindness of the All-Merciful Lord.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11946

ABO7773

To: Henry Clayton Thompson, in Chicago
Date: 1910 ca.

O son of the Kingdom! Give thanks unto God for having
guided thee to the path of God and made thee one of the
sons of His Kingdom amongst all peoples. Therefore, be thou
attracted to the Beauty of the Most Glorious, and be thou
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, and speak with
eloquence in great gatherings, calling the loved ones to human
unity and universal fellowship and harmony between all parties.
It is incumbent upon thee to gladden hearts and bring joy to
souls and unite the word among the loved ones and show love
toward all creation and manifest great kindness toward those
who have walked the straight path, and to recite the verses
and set forth proofs and evidences for the appearance of the
Kingdom of God in this great century. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11946

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and read. You are right. You had asked permission to come
into my presence. I too am extremely eager, but your pres-
ence there is very necessary at present. We will send whatever
papers we want to you so that you may print and publish them.

Service to the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty is a
tremendous matter - that is, greater than meeting with ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Therefore, you must continually think about rising up
in servitude to the Holy Threshold of the Most Great Name
(may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones).

You are in my thoughts, in my presence, and before my sight.
Rest assured. Due to lack of time, this is written briefly.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6‘;\(\ :\KJ\ Se 4
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ABO08187

To: Rice-Wray, Ellah A et al., in St. Louis, MO
Date: 1910 ca.

Thy letter was received. Thou hast written that in these days
the establishment of the meeting has become impossible in that
city; be thou not unhappy. A day shall come when innumer-
able meetings in the utmost grandeur shall be established in
that city. The Cause of God shall be raised and the breath
of the Holy Spirit impart eternal life. Be thou not sad. This
indifference is temporary. Ere long the fires of the love of God
shall raise a flame in that city, and the splendors of the Sun of
Truth cast intense rays and the melody of the Kingdom shall
be heard....
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AB11971

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1910 ca.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09419

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Shirazi, in Bombay
Date: 1910 ca.

O seeker of truth! The dawn of hope has broken and the lights
of divine unity have shone forth upon all horizons. Praise be
to God that the holy fragrances have perfumed the East and
the West, and the divine call has awakened both Orient and
Occident. Soon thou shalt observe that:

“There is no tumult in the city save from the curling locks of
the Beloved,

No commotion in the world save from the arched eyebrow of
the Friend.”

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11999

To: Nazim Bayk Effendi, in Istanbul
Date: 1910 ca.

I received your loving letters. Your sincere intention and pur-
pose are appropriate. May both your official appointment and
your marriage match your desire - they are most blessed.

Greetings are offered with utmost longing to His Honor Lutfi
Bey, and with heart and soul I send salutations and prayers to
the dear trusted one. May divine bounties and exalted heav-
enly compassion continuously encompass you and the faithful
loved ones.
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Supplications and entreaties are constantly being offered at the
Threshold of the One for your success. The rest is spiritual
delight and fragrance, my master.
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AB11991

To: Daughter of Karbala’i Husayn Istahbanati
Date: 1910 ca.

O handmaiden of God! Your letter was received. Do not be
sorrowful, do not be grieved. Healing is in God’s hand and His
will is the ultimate aspiration of the people of Baha.

I beseech and hope for the grace and favor of God that means
of comfort may be provided, the breeze of providence may blow,
and the beauty of divine bounty may become manifest.

Convey wondrous and most glorious greetings to all relations
and on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha perfume their nostrils with holy
fragrances.

And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.

ADMS#180

AB09257

To: Muhammad Ali Munshi
Date: 1910 ca.

O thou servant of the Court of Baha! Thy letter was received
and read, and supplications were offered at the Holy Threshold
of the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name, that a fresh
confirmation may reach thee, a speedy recovery be granted,
and the Beloved of thy desire may appear in the utmost beauty
and grace. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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O Lord! Assist Thy servant, the secretary, to compose verses
of Thy love in the world of creation.
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AB09127

To: Muhammad Ashraf
Date: 1910 ca.

O Ashraf! The glory of the human world today lies in divine
bestowal, and eternal honor throughout all regions depends
upon the radiant effulgence of the Sun of Truth. Every glory
bows before this glory, and every honor serves this honor.

The pomp of the kings of the world is a vanishing mirage, and
the pageantry and magnificence of every renowned prince is
a fleeting shadow. But the faces of the loved ones, illumined
by the light of the favors of the One True God, shall shine
resplendent throughout all eternity.

Glory belongs unto God and unto His steadfast servants. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABU2763

Words to William FEllis, reporter for The Continent, around 1910 in Alexandria

Question/topic: How many followers have you?...
Revelation and in what does it differ from other religions?

“How many followers have you?” The answer was: “We have

no statistics and we do not consider these things important.

It is the quality of the believers we care for. If a few are
characterized with the attributes of God and live according to
the divine Teachings, it is praiseworthy.

worth more than five million stones.”

Five diamonds are
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Again the journalist asked: “Have you not many followers in
America?” “I have a few friends in different cities who love
me,” was the reply.

“Is it not true that half of Persia is Baha’i?” persisted the
journalist. “No; it is not,” replied ‘Abdul-Baha, “but many
there who are not Baha'is, are influenced by our Teachings.”

“Are there not many followers in the Turkish Empire?” “No,”
and again ‘Abdul-Baha reiterated the non-importance of num-
bers. The journalist seemed very much taken aback. He ev-
idently expected ‘Abdul-Baha to boast of a large following.
What an example ‘Abdul-Baha has set us!

Then Mr. Ellis asked briefly: “What are the Teachings of the
Baha’i Revelation and in what does it differ from other reli-
gions?” ‘Abdul-Baha replied: “While all the other religions are
hating and denouncing each other, the Baha’is are the friends
of all religions and the lovers of all peoples, and their aim is to
unite and harmonize all.”
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1910 ca.

1 Your blessed letter was received and also the deed for some 4l 5 455 aiss Oldl Sle asl
shares of the house of His Holiness Hujjat arrived. God will- el v; O fals (‘Lr“‘ 3 s
ﬁg, hit. Wi’lllAb((iahls{ent t.(l)l ganjanbalm.n;il fihrough your efforts the 5 oxE Wl 0l 4 Jl S ﬁ

ashriqu’l- ar will be established. Ak el b VG e L

2 In truth, you are a faithful servant and a harmonious beloved o~ 3 Pl a9 Bobe rsl!. aaadls
and a partner and associate of ‘Abdu’l-Baha at the Threshold oo p o) e okt s (Ll Ry
of the Most Glorious Beauty. There is no more time than this. ' W o )-\" b

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. w“y\ S Sy
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AB10925

To: Shoghi Effendi, in Haifa
Date: 1910 ca.

O My Shoghi! Your letter was received. Praise be to God, your
handwriting has improved and your spelling and composition
are also connected and acceptable.
My health, praise be to God, is very good. You must occupy
yourself with your studies and practice. If my stay here extends
somewhat longer, I will certainly summon you....

This brought much joy.
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AB11482

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son in law of Vazir, in Isfahan
Date: 1910 ca.

Although ill health is one of the unavoidable conditions of man,

truly it is hard to bear. The bounty of good health is the

greatest of all gifts....

SWAB#132x

Gy Cudldl 213 (25l 5l dim p sl
Lq.x)‘@?:‘);g;ﬁ W‘ .C,w“‘ S:‘W‘} ‘\.Q'.Q;-.'." \(_.3
el £

MMEK1#132 p.148x

AB00124

To: Siyyid Mihdi son of Siyyid Rida Sadat-i-Khams, in Tihran

Date: 1910 or <

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Now that, in the
land of Egypt, the place of exile of the Joseph of Canaan, in
the city of Alexandria, I pass my days in the utmost joy and
fragrance, in prayerful devotion to the Kingdom of the Lord
of Mercy, the letter of Jinab-i-Amin was read. He had offered
the highest praise for the steadfastness and constancy of that
kindly friend. Praise be to God that those brethren, from the
very beginning, have ever been encompassed by the rays of the
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shining Orb that illumine th all horizons, and have been the
recipients of the favors of the Lord of the Covenant. The hope
is that that family and lineage may, throughout the passage of
ages and centuries, remain forever illumined by the lights of the
divine mysteries; and indeed it is certain that it shall be so. As
for Me, I am spending a few days in this region of Egypt, and
the consummate wisdom of this journey will hereafter become
manifest and plain.

Yet certain persons, whether friend or stranger, have spread
abroad on every side the report that ‘Abdu’l-Baha, God forbid,
hath in His epistles spoken ill of the noble and freedom-loving
righteous ones, and hath offered praise for ‘Abdu’l-Hamid,
that cruel and tyrannical oppressor; that is, they say He
hath called the oppressor oppressed, and hath branded the
righteous and noble free men as blameworthy. And these
tidings, they claim, have issued from Najaf the Most Holy,
from the sacred precincts of His Holiness the Commander of
the Faithful, peace be upon Him. Glory be to God! Souls
who dwell in that blessed region, and abide near that holy
sepulchre and sanctified tomb, ought to be the source of truth,
the heralds of sincerity and steadfastness, and the educators
of the people. How, then, were they content that so grievous
a calumny should be thus noised abroad, and that the sacred
precinct itself should be dishonored by the utterance of such
a slander?

The deposed Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Hamid held the Blessed Beauty
for twenty years in prison, bound in chains and fetters, and
carried out the utmost tyrrany and aggression. This wronged
one likewise he kept imprisoned for thirty-four years, subjecting
Me to every kind of hardship and oppression. And in the Kitab-
i-Aqdas, printed thirty years ago, diffused among all nations,
and translated and published in divers European tongues, He
explicitly revealeth concerning him: “O people of Rum! We
hear among you the hooting of the owl. Have ye been seized
by the drunkenness of passion, or are ye of the heedless? O
spot situated on the shore of the two seas! Upon thee hath the
throne of tyranny been established, and within thee hath the
fire of hatred been kindled, in such wise that the Concourse
on high and they that circle round the Exalted Throne have
lamented. We behold within thee the foolish ruling over the
wise, and darkness vaunting itself against the light; verily, thou
art in manifest pride.” Such words of rebuke and these stern
addresses are likewise recorded and extant in the polemical
treatises composed in refutation of this Cause during the days
of that deposed Sultan.
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How, then, could a man concerning whom, by the explicit text
of the Aqdas, it is written that he is seated upon the throne
of tyranny, who is named an owl and described as foolish, ever
be called by this servant an oppressed one? It would be as
though one of the devoted lovers of the House of the Prophet
should extol Yazid, or regard Sinan ibn Anas as the King of
the wronged. Behold this justice, and these souls who “have
shunned oppression”! It was these noble and righteous men of
freedom who delivered this servant from prison and displayed
such justice and fairness that now, in the utmost joy and fra-
grance, He passeth His days with the friends in the land of the
Joseph of Canaan.

If T were to call the wicked righteous and consider the cruel
oppressor the leader of the virtuous - by God, this would be
a calumny at which even the bereaved would laugh, for even
children would not believe such slander, let alone the wise. Ul-
timately the truth will certainly become manifest. Falsehood
has its moment but truth has its triumph. They desire to
extinguish the light of God with their mouths.

i As for us, for sixty years we have been the target of arrows of

calumnies, therefore we have grown accustomed to such accu-
sations. As the poet has said:

“Time has pierced me with such calamities That my heart is
encased in steel from arrows;

So when new arrows come my way, point breaks upon point.”

But it is regrettable that from the sacred precinct of Najaf-
i-Ashraf, which should ever radiate the light of truth, such
calumny and slander unprecedented should issue from one in
authority. For that blessed region is the center of the Star
of Truth and the resting place of the Temple of the Prince of
Divine Unity. Study ye the commentaries on the blessed verse
“and be not thou a pleader for the faithless”, where the Sun
of the heaven of the Most Great Prophethood, the luminous
Star of Yathrib and Batha - upon Him be greetings and praise
- passed over the belief of the great tribe of Bani Zafar and was
not content that an accusation of theft of a sack of flour be
proven against a Jewish person. Rather, He decreed that the
Jew was innocent of this slander and that one of the members
of Bani Zafar was the thief of the sack. And because of this
decree of the Prince of the Righteous, the entire tribe of Bani
Zafar apostatized and hastened from Medina to the wicked
ones of Quraysh, rising up with utmost enmity and hatred.
“Take heed, O ye who have eyes to see!”
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How excellent are the words of Yahya when addressing the
assembly of nobles: “O ye dignitaries! Your morals are
Pharaonic, your ways Nimrodic, your palaces Shaddadic, your
wealth Qarunic, your intentions worldly, and your intrigues
Satanic - where then is that which is Muhammadic?”

According to recent events, the honored and erudite scholar of
Khurasan - may God strengthen him - has denied this calumny,
stating that these two persons came to this sacred precinct
purely for propagation, with no other thought. Surely it is
clear and evident to him that the people of Baha are averse to
corruption and aloof from sedition. And surely they would not
call the deposed sultan, who like a nightmare had overtaken the
body of the people, an oppressed one, nor would they name as
wicked those noble free souls who became the cause of freedom
for the virtuous.

2 Glory be to God! During the reign of Abdul-Hamid, time and

again petitions were submitted to the Imperial Court from ene-
mies both known and unknown, claiming that this servant was
in league with the Ottoman liberals and was expending effort
day and night to destroy the foundation of independence. Time
and again, investigative committees came from the Imperial
Court and subjected this servant to restrictions, interrogations
and torments, inflicting severe injuries. In prison too I was sur-
rounded by satanic spies, confined with wardens and guards.
Every day there were coded telegrams, and every evening omi-
nous events would unfold. At times there were threats of exile
to Fazzan, at others intimidation of drowning in the endless
sea.

“No dawn ever found me sleeping or smiling;
No evening ever found me with peace of mind.”

Now that the noble free souls have come forth, every unfriendly
one spreads propaganda claiming that this servant opposes the
free-minded ones and stands against the champions of liberty.
How excellent are the words of the poet:

“The tulip holds the wine-cup and the narcissus is drunk, while
I am branded with iniquity.”

God, to whom shall I appeal, for who shall judge my case?
Indeed, the field of calumny is vast, so they may fabricate yet
another slander. Perhaps diseased minds will accept it and
deficient perceptions will deem it reasonable. This calumny
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and slander is not so obvious and apparent as to require defense.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO00187

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1910 or <

O servants of the Abha Beauty!

> Letters have been written on many occasions and to all the
communities as well as to individual believers on this most im-
portant matter stating that according to the sacred texts the
Baha’is should not interfere in politics even to the extent of
uttering a single word. It is self-evident that the only impreg-
nable stronghold, the only protection is the word of God itself.
Now it is necessary to insist on this matter again, to admon-
ish the friends most seriously and emphasise once more that
the believers in God should not interfere in political matters
should not even engage in debate on such issues. It is incum-
bent upon us, rather, to obey the government with integrity,
to speak with truthfulness, and act in good faith towards all
the peoples of the world. In other words let us be the well-
wishers of all, show love and kindness to all, nurture all, feel
the sadness and sorrow of all alike, educate everyone without
discrimination and promote spiritual qualities so that there
will be no necessity to interfere in political matters.

Now it appeareth that some of the friends hold particular views
and interpret the explicit emphases differently, whereas that
which floweth from this pen is the decisive Text of God. There
can be no delay whatsoever in its execution, and this is one of
the fundamental conditions of firmness in the Covenant. The
friends of God must consult on matters that are unknown, but
for matters issued from the Pen of the Covenant consultation
is unnecessary - that is the Divine decree, for it is the explicit
Text.

For example, consider this very matter: For thirty years the
respected government in Azerbaijan protected the oppressed
ones, and had it not been for this protection, the people would
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not have left a single one of God’s loved ones alive. Such reso-
lution, justice and magnanimity must not be forgotten, for in
the time of the late Shah, when the people found but a small
opportunity in Yazd, they engaged in such severe oppression,
and had they found opportunity elsewhere, they would cer-
tainly have killed all. It was the government’s protection that
provided some measure of preservation and security.

Even now observe in Azerbaijan that a bloodthirsty person
violently martyred the oppressed Attar, and when complaint
was made to the National Assembly seeking justice, the result
was that the Assembly made that cruel murderer the chief of
bakers. Likewise in Khurasan, when the government sought
to assist the oppressed ones of Furugh and began to chastise
the aggressors, as soon as the matter reached the National
Assembly they rose up in severe hostility and ordered those
oppressed ones to be summoned in chains and fetters. And now
too, be ye awakened by the Assembly’s response to Fakhru’d-
Din-i-Kashi, wherein they wrote “Now is not the time for this”
- meaning, wait until we gain power, then we shall proceed with
whatever ye desire; now is not the time. Surely ye have read
the Tehran Hablu’l-Matin newspaper.

Therefore be mindful of the consequences of things.
case, these oppressed ones will have no protector save the gov-
ernment. Whenever affairs fall into other hands and they gain
the influence they seek, it is certain they will rise up to harm
the oppressed ones - have no doubt of this. For forty years we
have labored thus, until it became clear and evident to the gov-
ernment that we are truthful, well-wishing, loving and obedi-
ent. Now if it be that each of the friends of God should proceed
with whatever they deem advisable, surely these forty years of
effort would be wasted. Even assuming the establishment of
parliament and the consolidation of constitutional government,
affairs still remain in the hands of the government while these
oppressed ones are subject to universal attack. At present in
other nations, despite constitutional rule, it is the government
that protects the oppressed. Had it not been for the German
Emperor, the people would have annihilated all Jews twenty
years ago. And observe in Russia - was it the government or
the people who attacked the Jews? Especially a people whose
very clay is kneaded in bloodshed, fierceness, and aggression.

In any
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In brief, the point is this: Beware! Beware! Do not engage
whatsoever in political discussions. Deal with the government
with integrity. Mind your own affairs and do not ally your-
self with any party. Be obedient to the government and well-
wishers of the nation. Occupy yourselves with teaching God’s
Cause and diffusing the divine fragrances. Dedicate yourselves
to educating souls so that, God willing, these predatory fac-
tions may become birds in the garden of justice and fairness,
these fierce wolves may become divine sheep, and these vicious
dogs may become gazelles in the meadows of love and amity.

Furthermore, the teaching work should under all conditions be
actively pursued by the believers because divine confirmations
are dependent upon it. Should a Baha’i refrain from being
fully, vigorously and wholeheartedly involved in the teaching
work he will undoubtedly be deprived of the blessings of the
Abha Kingdom. Even so, this activity should be tempered
with wisdom—mnot that wisdom which requireth one to be silent
and forgetful of such an obligation, but rather that which re-
quireth one to display divine tolerance, love, kindness, patience,
a goodly character, and holy deeds. In brief, encourage the
friends individually to teach the Cause of God and draw their
attention to this meaning of wisdom mentioned in the Writ-
ings, which is itself the essence of teaching the Faith—but all
this to be done with the greatest tolerance, so that heavenly
assistance and divine confirmation may aid the friends.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ultimate desire is the confirmation and success
of the members of the Spiritual Assembly. I swear by the
Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones
- that in the dark of night, at dawn, I arise in utter humility
and supplication to pray and seek confirmation and success for
you. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

We will praise parliament when it blends with the govern-
ment like milk and sugar, becomes the cause of the country’s
progress, and promotes justice. Then we will pray and seek
confirmation, and pledge and guarantee divine assistance, and
we hope it will be so.

SWAB#213x, BSW#17.12x
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To: Baha’is of Batum et al.,
Date: 1910 or <

in Russia

O my God! Glory be to Thee! All praise and thanks be
unto Thee for what Thou hast bestowed, granted, vouchsafed
and given. Thou hast chosen servants sincere in their faith
among all peoples, and distinguished them by their drawing
light from Thy manifest Light, by their attraction to Thy lu-
minous Beauty, and by their walking upon Thy straight path.

O Lord! Souls are heedless of Thy remembrance, hearts are de-
prived of Thy love, eyes are veiled from the Kingdom of Beauty,
and minds are oblivious to the Center of Glory - except these
who have remained firm in the Covenant, who have forsaken
hypocrisy, who have drawn from the light of effulgence, who
have turned deaf to the croaking voices, who have arisen to
serve Thy Cause in all regions, and who have been intoxicated
from an overflowing cup. They have the most abundant por-
tion and the best character from Thy flowing bounties, from
the outpouring of Thy rain-laden clouds, and from the fountain
of grace and generosity gushing forth with utmost profusion.

O Lord! Make them signs of guidance, banners of glory, words
of righteousness, hosts of the Supreme Concourse, and angels
of heaven, so that through them the East and West of the earth
may be illumined, and Thy mention may be spread in its South
and North, and all beings may be educated in this earthly life
through Thy most beautiful names and supreme examples.

O Lord! Raise through them the standard of unity among
mankind and the banner of love among all beings, until the
many return to the center of unity and signs, the veils of hatred
are rent asunder, the marks of rancor disappear, and enmity
and hostility vanish from the world of man. May they return to
harmony after discord, transform hatred into affection, end in
failure and misery, hope for triumph and prosperity, cry unto
Thee openly and secretly, and hasten toward righteous deeds
in the world of success.

O Lord! Strengthen their backs in Thy service, fortify their
loins in Thy worship, expand their breasts with the light of
Thy knowledge, illuminate their eyes by beholding Thy coun-
tenance, gladden their spirits with the meanings of Thy bounty,
and perfume their souls with the manifestations of Thy mercy.
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Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the
Bestower, the All-Bountiful. There is no God but Thee, the
Forgiving, the Pardoning, the Kind, the Hidden, the Most Gen-
tle.

O divine friends! The joy and delight of the faithful is in service
at the Most Exalted Threshold, and orientation to the Abha
Kingdom is the desire of devoted lovers and the wish of those
yearning for sacrifice. For love is bloodthirsty and inflames,
and the mirror of the love of God is the supreme martyrdom.
Therefore, holy souls and divine manifestations desired annihi-
lation and attainment to the place of sacrifice. They gave their
lives, endured exile and wandering, suffered severe blows, were
bound in chains and fetters, became targets for arrows, were ex-
posed to swords, showed no weariness, sought no respite, drank
the cup of sacrifice from the hand of the Cup-bearer of grace,
and tasted the honey of annihilation with utmost joy. They
found not a moment’s rest, never relaxed, became objects of
the enemy’s derision, targets of the hatred of the malevolent,
gave their homes to the wind, became homeless and destitute,
found not a minute’s peace, and sought not an hour’s comfort
of heart and tranquility of soul.

This is the proof of the true lover and the evidence of the agree-
able beloved. Were it not so, every stranger would be intimate,
every deprived one privy to secrets, every distant one near, and
every veiled one beloved. Therefore, supreme wisdom required
that the fire of tests blaze forth and the flood of trials over-
flow, so that the truthful be distinguished from the false, the
faithful from the hypocrite, the self-worshipper from the God-
worshipper, the good fruit from the evil fruit, the signs of light
become manifest, the darkness of night vanish, the nightin-
gale of faithfulness sing, the raven of unfaithfulness reveal its
nature, good earth yield growth, and barren soil remain frus-
trated and lost, those attracted to the Abha Beauty stand firm,
and followers of self and passion become covenant-breakers.

This is the wisdom of tribulations, this is the cause of calami-
ties. O divine friends! In these days Nayriz became blood-
stained, holy souls among the divine friends sacrificed them-
selves and hastened to the altar of love in the path of the man-
ifest light. For this reason the eye weeps and the heart burns,
sighs and laments reach to the highest heaven, and intense
grief and renewed mourning appear. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ultimate
desire is to drink a drop from this cup of fidelity and become
intoxicated with the wine of sacrifice, and for life’s end to be
the beginning of divine favors.
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O Lord! Grant me that cup overflowing with mighty grace,
intoxicate me with that wine of magnificent bounty, feed me
from that table which none taste save every repentant servant,
crown me with that glorious crown, make my blood spilled
upon the earth, my body crucified in the sky, my flesh scattered
upon the dust, and my bones shattered by the arrows of fate.
Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In these days, through divine de-
cree, the confirmation of the Lord of the highest heavens, and
the grace of the invisible Kingdom, the sacred remains of the
Bab have been laid to rest in their designated place on Mount
Carmel in Haifa. Therefore, sacrifice is necessary and the offer-
ing of one’s life is required. The loved ones of Nayriz became
intoxicated with this overflowing cup and, with the polo stick
of endeavor, carried away the ball of precedence from this field.
Blessed are they, then blessed again be this cup filled to over-
flowing with the wine of the love of God. Upon them be the
Most Glorious Glory of God.

Perchance hereafter the people of violation and discord may
spread calumnies and utter falsehoods and slanders, saying
that the blessed remains are in another place, or that some
portion is elsewhere. Let the divine friends know that this is
pure calumny, infidelity, croaking and violation. The blessed
body of the Martyred One has been entirely laid to rest on
Mount Carmel. But the evil ones will not rest. Surely they
will spread calumnies and claim: “We have taken away that
blessed body,” or “We have moved it,” or “We have obtained
a portion of it,” or “The jinn have stolen it from the steadfast
ones.” All these statements are false and slanderous. What is
true has been set forth. Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v01#03 p.001-004, and 202,

BSTW#031, BSTW#373
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To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Rasht
Date: 1910 or <

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter was received. In one
respect it brought intense sorrow, namely the cry and lamen-
tation over the ascension of that illustrious person, ‘Ali-Qabl-i-
Akbar. Truly in this calamity eyes are weeping and hearts, like
candles, are aflame and burning, for he was a faithful servant
of the Abha Beauty and a devoted bondsman of that peerless
Beloved. During his life he endured hardships beyond his ca-
pacity and in the path of God suffered tribulations and trials,
yet never showed the least negligence or lassitude. In brief,
‘Abdu’l-Baha was more affected than all others, and a detailed
letter was written to Ibn-i-Abhar - you will surely be informed
of it.

In another respect, it brought joy and delight, for the contents
of the letter indicated that Gilan has been illumined by the
rays of the radiant Sun and the nostrils of the seekers have
been perfumed with the sweet fragrance of the Abha Paradise.
The appearance of the Beloved of the horizons has created a
great commotion in that city and tumult has arisen in that
region. A group has become enamored with the Kingdom of
Mysteries and enchanted by that musk-laden tress.

Regarding the meetings, you had written that they are being
held with perfect wisdom and do not exceed the number of
the Greatest Name. This matter ‘Abdu’l-Baha has explicitly
mentioned in His letters for a long time. Through the favors
of the Beloved of wondrous attributes, we hope that you will
be assisted and victorious through the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse in all matters and become the cause of firmness
and steadfastness of souls. Indeed, it is as you had written
that today the good conduct, sanctity and detachment of the
friends are the cause of the exaltation of the Word of God,
and God forbid that misconduct should cause the destruction
of the edifice of the Lord. Therefore, one must always give
effective counsels so that the believing souls may succeed in
deeds, words and conduct that are today the light of the world
of humanity.

The list of names that you had mentioned was not enclosed in
the letter. There was a paper with the names of friends who
had given the Huquq in previous years, and those rights were
transferred to the assembly of Hamadan for the maintenance of
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schools and other terrestrial expenses. Therefore, a letter was
written in their names. Last year they wrote from Hamadan
that some Huquq had been collected, and it was written that
it should be spent in Hamadan itself for organizing schools,
educating children, and training orphans.

Regarding the illumined tomb of Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq, you had
written that Haji Aqa Jan Naraqi had offered one hundred tu-
mans. This is accepted, and whatever remaining expenses are
necessary, the friends of Hamadan should give as a debt to
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and God willing, it will be sent later. This mat-
ter was written about in the letter to them - you will observe
it. Supplication and entreaty were made at the threshold of
the Abha Beauty for the handmaiden of God, the near one,
who was attracted by the fragrances of God, the daughter of
Ismu’llah who hastened to the gathering of the encounter in the
city of love, that He may cause that illumined maiden to be
immersed in the sea of faithfulness and attain to the precincts
of grandeur. And the other daughter, the leaf of faithfulness
who is in Mashhad, has permission to attain the presence.

As to the handmaiden of God, Ziya’'ul-Hajiyyih, who is glad-
dened by the glad-tidings of God: she, along with other hand-
maidens, has permission to attain the presence next year and
come to the blessed and luminous Shrine in the spring. Like-
wise, Jinab-i-Mirza Salim Khan, Jinab-i-Muhammad Mahdi
Mirza, Jinab-i-Haji Majid Arab, and Jinab-i-Masihi - convey
to them with utmost longing the Most Wondrous and Most
Glorious greetings from Abdul-Baha. They too have permis-
sion to attain the presence next year.

The Kitab-i-Agdas which has been beautifully transcribed and
compiled will be sent when it arrives.

The nine tumans that Jinab-i-Aqa Mir Nasir has given for the
feast in the Garden of Ridvan will, God willing, be spent at the
Most Exalted Shrine during the days of Ridvan. And regarding
the attraction and enkindlement of the friends in Rasht and the
teaching of God’s Cause, it shall be carried out as you have
deemed advisable, God willing.

To His Holiness the Brilliant Lamp Jinab-i-Ibtihaj, His
Holiness the Victorious One Jinab-i-Mudabbir, His Holiness
the Distinguished One Jinab-i-Mafakhir, His Holiness Aqa
Siyyid Mahdi, His Holiness Aqa Siyyid Hamzih, His Holiness
Aqga Siyyid Nasir, Jinab-i-Haji Majid, Jinab-i-Aqa Hassan
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Aqa, Jinab-i-Panayot the Greek, Jinab-i-Markar, Jinab-i-
Klaus, and Jinab-i-Liwan - convey to each one with utmost
longing the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings
from Abdul-Baha. Through the favors of the All-Merciful
and Compassionate Lord, it is hoped that they may be
continuously successful and confirmed with great bounties

and manifest triumph. And upon you and upon them be the
Most Glorious Glory. Abbas Abbas
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1910 or <
O steadfast one in the Covenant! Ol b !

In these days the oppressors have stretched forth the hand
of tyranny from every direction, and wolves have bared their
fangs, placing the divine sheep in grave danger. In Isfahan,
the followers of the Shaykh tore one of the oppressed ones
to pieces in broad daylight before all witnesses. No one even
reproached the Kkillers, let alone demanded retribution. In Da-
haj of Yazd, they martyred Mirza Habibullah. In Hisar of
Khurasan, they killed nearly twenty people in one year, mount-
ing some of their heads on spears and parading them through
the streets and bazaars with drums and cymbals. After many
complaints to Tehran and cries and lamentations from the sur-
vivors, the matter was referred to the Justice Committee of
Khurasan. The cruelty of the bloodthirsty ones and the trans-
gression of Akhund Namiq and Hisar was proven, yet the result
was that the Justice Committee told the oppressed victims to
go before the tyrannical mulla of Turbat to prove their case
and obtain a judgment for execution, saying they could pro-
vide no further justice in their case. In Shiraz these days, the
bloodthirsty wolves have conspired and agreed to kill six people
known by name and to exile and banish six hundred people.
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In short, from every direction the oppressors are on the ram-
page while this oppressed community is in utmost danger and
trial. Despite this, in obedience to God’s command they re-
main silent and patient. They appeal for justice to the govern-
ment court, but the rulers pay no heed whatsoever.

When two Isma’ilis were killed and the government sought jus-
tice, the persecution of the Isma’ilis ended. Now if the pro-
tection of the Isma'’ilis is because those souls are connected to
Muhammad Khan, the chief of the Isma’ilis, who is under the
protection of a foreign power and therefore justice was sought,
these oppressed ones are also under the shadow of the Divine
Unity.

Present a petition to His Excellency those in authority. Beware
the weeping of the wronged and orphaned children and the
sighing of the victims of oppression, lest their tears should
turn to floods and their breaths should turn to fire. Divine
confirmation and success come through justice and the seeking
of justice. And God is the protector of the oppressed. These
wanderers weep and lament day and night at the threshold of
Divine Unity, and we beseech victory for the just ones.
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AB01464

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1910 or <

O trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A detailed letter was written
to Aga Siyyid Mahdi, and the matter of the prisoner in the
chains of oppressors, Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, and the one seized
by the unjust tyrants, Jenab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, was
written about. You will certainly review it. After reading,
publish and distribute it in various lands without Aqa Siyyid
Mahdi’s name.

The honored handmaiden of God, Hakimih Khanum, praise
be to God, is in utmost devotion and tranquility in the inner
quarters. They are not causing any disturbance at all, rather
they are a source of joy to all.

As for the matter of the descendant of the honored martyr, Aqa
Mirza ‘Azizu’llah, this resignation will, God willing, become
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a means of advancement, for he is dear and beloved to this
servant.

As for the matter of Jalalu’d-Dawlih, through your interme-
diary efforts and those of the divine friends, God willing, it
should be resolved with goodwill, chivalry, justice and kind-
ness, so that it may bring joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Although
according to regulations and law it is a settled matter, yet
considering the character traits, qualities, chivalry and justice
that we are commanded to embody, we must act accordingly
so that it becomes established and proven that the people of
Baha are people of fidelity who conduct themselves according
to the chivalry and extensive mercy they are commanded to
show.

And as for the matter of Jenab-i-Haji Ghulam-Rida and pur-
chasing property in Haifa and engaging in commerce there -
this is not permissible these days, for property values in Haifa
have greatly increased while generating no income - it is purely
speculative. For example, a piece of land that generates no in-
come is bought and sold for ten thousand tumans in hopes
that its value will increase, and this amount in these regions
is equivalent to a thousand tumans. Moreover, commerce in
Haifa is disrupted and Jenab-i-Haji Ghulam-Rida should arise
to serve in Tehran.

i As for the matter of lending to you, carry out whatever you

deem advisable.

And regarding the matter of the honored wife of the martyr of
the plain of tribulation, Haji Haydar - it is truly as you had
written. This honored woman is truly the pride of men, for de-
spite the martyrdom of her peerless spouse and the martyrdom
of her dear son-in-law, she remains in complete submission and
contentment. She is patient and grateful, steadfast and firm.
A special letter was written to that honored one - deliver it to
her.
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To: Hakim Harun et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1910 or <

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Give thanks to God that through
the light of guidance your faces have become illumined and
your nature perfumed with musk. On the Day of Manifes-
tation you entered beneath the shadow of the Forgiving Lord
and remained protected and preserved from the taint of doubts.
You opened seeing eyes and beheld the signs of the manifesta-
tion of the One God. The flame of the Mount and the gleam
of light from Sinai so appeared that the expanse of hearts and
the space of souls became bright and radiant. These favors are
worthy of thanks to the Incomparable Lord, and if throughout
all ages and centuries the tongue were to speak forth the praise
and attributes of the Lord, it could not fulfill this thanksgiving.
Therefore, with the utmost humility and contrition, supplica-
tions and entreaties are offered at the Sacred Threshold of the
Lord, that with the tongue of grandeur He may offer thanks
for His favors on behalf of the loved ones.

O friends! Praise be to God, you are standing firm in service
in all fields, and your services are accepted and beloved at
the Sacred Threshold. It is hoped that in the future you will
strive even more than before in organizing affairs, establish-
ing schools, and caring for orphans. Complete the repairs on
the fragrant tomb of His Holiness who ascended to God, who
attained the Supreme Companion, Jinab-i-Ismu’llah al-Asdaq,
and whatever is spent will be the debt of ‘Abdu’l-Baha - write
and it shall be sent.
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To: Alagihband, Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi et al., in Tihran
Date: 1910 or <

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter no. 6 dated
15 Sha’ban was received and its contents brought joy, show-
ing how the hand of divine power uproots every misguided
ill-wisher and disgraces and dishonors them before the pub-
lic. The author of [Habl al-Wahin] fell into grievous torment.
Praise be to God that the friends did not demean him, but he
himself fell into the lowest hell due to those words. Verily thy
Lord is ever watchful, and He hath power over all things.

Although your letter was for Mirza Muhsin, since he is in Haifa,
out of love for you I am writing the reply. In brief, any soul who
becomes a Covenant-breaker, or shows disrespect to the Cause
of God, or deviates for a moment from the shadow of God’s
Cause, falls, even if they count themselves among the high-
est of the high. Praise be to God, these oppressed ones have
no quarrel, dispute, rebuke, reproach, complaint or resistance
with anyone. If they give us poison, we bestow honey; if they
wound us, we apply balm; if they curse us, we offer praise and
commendation, dealing with utmost love and kindness. But
God is awake and severe in retribution. Observe how He never
overlooks injustice and transgression - He grants respite but
does not neglect. Every soul will soon witness the recompense
of their deeds and the consequences of their actions.

I am pleased with you, therefore whenever I write to you, I
write with a smile and will jest and joke. Praise be to God,
whatever you wished regarding the abasement of the oppres-
sors, the cutting off of the hands of the aggressors, the disgrace
of the rebellious ones, and the dispersion of the tyrants - you
witnessed it all with your own eyes. Verily thy Lord is severe
in retribution. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Kharrazi-Furush Family et al., in Hamadan

Date: 1910 or <

O ye true servants of the Lord of Hosts!

The services ye are rendering in support of the Ta’yid School
merit the highest praise. It is certain that God in His bounty
will send down His manifold, heavenly blessings upon you.

The believers are in duty bound to establish schools where
children can acquire knowledge, and since these friends have
pledged themselves to make sacrifices in this connection, and
are contributing to the support of the Ta’yid School, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha in all lowliness and submission offereth thanks and praise
to the Kingdom of Mysteries. He asketh that bounties will be
sent down unto you, and peace of mind, so that ye may succeed
in rendering this most laudable service with ease and joy.

O Thou Provider! These souls are doing good. Make them
dear to both worlds, make them the recipients of measureless
grace. Thou art the Powerful, Thou art the Able, Thou art
the Giver, the Bestower, the Incomparable Lord.

5 O friends, there is no time for more. Upon you be the glory of
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AB04070

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran

Date: 1910 or <

O thou who art captivated by His Covenant and Testament! Olg, 5 dge U520 (6

2 In extolling thy virtues as a steadfast supporter of the
Covenant, Jinab-i-Amin hath unloosed his eloquent tongue
and raised his voice in high praise, stating that Jinab-i-Haji
Ghulam Rida hath in truth attained the station of content-
ment and resignation, and that at all times and under all
conditions he hath proven himself a confidant, friend and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ol Gle b OF il 5o (gl Ol
bl y & ooy Gl s 02,28
Loy s ghd plie s Lo sl Ol
Jf“u"}’rﬁjru\ﬁ& "‘fc?‘)})&.w\
W\d;ﬂ:fﬁ‘wu{\c;w\wb

219


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v016/?page=131
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/682.pdf#page=306
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/236.pdf#page=58

ot

Vol. 146: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1910, part II (Jun-Dec and other)

ABO7671

companion. He is wholly dedicated to the service of the Cause
of God, and hath consecrated himself to complete servitude at
His sacred Threshold. In truth, he entertaineth no wish but
for thraldom at the door of the Abha Beauty, and yearneth
for naught but to accomplish a service in the path of the
Desired One. Praised be God that in moments of adversity
his face hath glowed incandescent in the fire of tests, even as
purest gold, and thus is purged and purified from every dross
and contamination. He hath at all times walked in the way of
faithfulness, and trodden the path of firmness and constancy.

Therefore, in compliance with the precept of reward which is
ordained by the Lord of Utterance, thou hast been appointed
as Trustee of the Huquq and should presently, through the
strengthening grace and bounty of the All-Merciful, take up
this duty in Tihran, inasmuch as Jinab-i-Amin will occasionally
travel to the outlying provinces.

We cherish the hope that the Lord of Glory may cause thee to
be loved in both worlds, and that He may vouchsafe infinite
bestowals unto thee.

And upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious!
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To: Abu’l-Qasim Bayda
Date: 1910 or <

O my ancient, divine and spiritual friend! In this morning hour,
with the utmost longing I am thinking of you, and I yearned
for fellowship and conversation with you. Since this was not
possible verbally, I took up pen and paper, finding solace for
my heart and soul. Consider how precious you are, that while
the Concourse on High are engaged in remembering ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, I am occupied with your mention and remembrance -
and this is through the bounty of your Lord, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.

Convey on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha sublime and most glori-
ous greetings to the families of the martyrs, and be, as my
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deputy and representative, their servant - and what an excel-
lent deputyship is this deputyship!

AB07893

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1910 or <

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Hear the praise from the Concourse
on High, for thou art faithful in service at the Sacred Threshold
and art a partner and companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude
to the Most Glorious Beauty.

Give thanks to the Almighty Lord that thou hast been assisted
and confirmed with such a bounty. The praise and commen-
dation which thou hadst expressed regarding all the friends of
God and handmaidens of the All-Merciful was, in truth, all
befitting.

Today the denizens of the Kingdom are in the utmost joy
and gladness because of the steadfastness and firmness of the
friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful, and from this
steadfastness momentous results shall soon be made manifest.
Praise be to God, the East is ablaze and the West is in a state
of attraction.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1910 or <

This glory shall be turned into the most abject abasement,
and this pomp and might converted into the most complete
subjugation. Their palaces will be transformed into prisons,
and the course of their ascendant star terminate in the depths
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of the pit. Laughter and merriment will vanish, nay more, the
voice of their weeping will be raised.

PDC.147x

AB11806

Talk given during first visit to Eqypt, ca. 1910-1911
Date: 1910-1911

The Baha’is serve the Committee of Union and Progress with
heart and soul, sharing their principles and spirit. They are
seekers of freedom, nurturers of liberty, pursuers of equality,
practitioners of fellowship, well-wishers of humanity, and sac-
rificial servants in the path of human unity. For while the
Committee of Union serves Ottoman unity, the Baha'’is serve
human unity. The Committee of Union seeks political unity;
the Baha'’is, spiritual and conscientious unity. The Committee
of Union uproots the foundations of oppression; the Baha'’is
demolish the edifice of enmity and hatred between peoples.
The Committee of Union nurtures justice; the Baha’is nurture
love. The Committee of Union serves the Ottoman realm; the
Baha’is aspire to serve all humanity. The Committee of Union
strives to unite the diverse Ottoman parties; the Baha’is de-
sire to unite and harmonize different nations and races. The
Committee of Union strives for phenomenal unity; the Baha’is
sacrifice themselves to promote the unity of true existence.
Therefore, the aims of the Baha’is are identical to those of
the liberal-minded members of the Committee of Union and
Progress, save that the scope of Baha’i aims is more expan-
sive.

At present, the East is captive to the West, and Europe and
Asia are in constant warfare. The mighty army of European
commerce continually invades Asia. The forces of European
industry break Asia’s back. The host of European knowledge
causes dominion over Asia. The political army of Europe de-
stroys Asia’s national foundations. The assault of these armies
is continuous, the conquest of these forces successive, and the
waves of these consecutive armies attack like successive break-
ers, while Asia has no power to resist any of these forces. In
such circumstances, the ultimate outcome is clear and evident
to every wise person. Yet when we consult history, we see
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that in all past ages and centuries, Asia prevailed over Europe
through spiritual power, not physical might. Although during
the Umayyad Caliphate, the rule of Tamerlane, the empire of
Genghis Khan, and the power of Sultan Selim, armies went
from Asia to Europe, they did not endure. Asia’s
spiritual forces penetrated Europe in all ages and centuries,
achieved great conquests, and made Europe captive to Asia.
Now too, Asia must resist Europe with a spiritual power and
conquer Europe’s pillars through spiritual force, so that this
precious continent of Asia may shine like a graceful beauty in
the gathering of the world’s regions.

However,

Among the teachings of Baha’u’llah is that human politics, no
matter how advanced, is as nothing compared to divine politics.
We must glorify the politics of the Divine Realm and follow the
Lord of the Kingdom, for divine politics is the light of the world
of existence and that all-encompassing mercy which embraces
all peoples and nations without exception. Consider, for ex-
ample, how the Lord deals with all the peoples and nations
of the world: He nurtures all creation, sustains all peoples
and nations, preserves and protects all tribes and communi-
ties, and tenderly raises all in the cradle of His favors through
His all-encompassing mercy, granting each a portion from His
table of bounty. This is divine politics, which assuredly tran-
scends human politics. Therefore, we must follow divine pol-
itics, especially in this luminous century and age of human
progress, when no politics save that which conforms to divine
politics will yield results, but rather will prove fruitless and
abortive. Through adherence to divine politics, Baha’u’llah
breathed such a new spirit into Persia that it penetrated with
utmost ease to the furthermost regions of America. Now all
the people of the East should be grateful for this politics and
rejoice in the influence of Baha’u’llah’s teachings in Europe
and America.

The purpose of the journey to Alexandria is solely for a change
of air, since the promotion of Baha’u’llah’s teachings in these
regions is entirely forbidden according to Baha’u’llah’s explicit
text, for they have the Qur’an in hand and the conduct and
behavior of the divines therein is clear and explicit - they must
act accordingly. If they act upon it, divine teachings are at
hand, and if they do not, what benefit is there in promoting
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AB11806

any teaching? During forty years in the prison of ‘Akka, with
its unsuitable climate, the oppression of the former tyrannical
government, and the severe restrictions of despotism, ‘Abbas
Effendi’s body became utterly weakened and feeble. Therefore,
rest and change of air became necessary, and all the physi-
cians of Haifa likewise prescribed that a change of climate and
peace of mind were essential, as medical treatments yielded
no results. And since through the endeavors and justice of the
Committee of Union and Progress, the confinement and impris-
onment were lifted, he therefore traveled toward Egypt for a
change of air and peace of mind. God willing, the Committee of
Union and Progress will compensate for the injuries inflicted
by ‘Abdu’l-Hamid Khan. ‘Abbas Effendi consistently offers
the highest praise for the Committee of Union and Progress
to everyone, whether friend or stranger, even in newspapers
such as Chihrihnama, Mugattam, and Wadi’-Nil, saying that
this esteemed Committee removed the forty-year chain from
this oppressed one’s neck and placed it on the unblessed neck
of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid; were it not for this Committee, the chain
of Joseph’s prison would still be around his neck. The Baha'is
must be appreciative and become aware of the beneficent pur-
poses of the Committee of Union and Progress, and in response
to this just endeavor, arise to serve the Committee. Indeed,
God willing, they will prepare and organize a sincere and pure
party for the Committee of Union and Progress in the countries
of Europe and America, and this will soon come to pass.
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Study guide to this volume

The second half of 1910 marks one of the great hinges in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry: in September of
this year he left Haifa for the first time in decades, traveling to Egypt, where he would spend the
winter before his journey to Europe and America. The volume therefore captures both the final
months in the Holy Land and the first weeks of his Egyptian residence—a transition from the site
of forty years’ imprisonment to an ancient civilization that had itself witnessed the earliest days
of three Abrahamic faiths. The political context of late 1910 was turbulent: the Iranian consti-
tutional crisis continued, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahd was simultaneously receiving news of persecutions in
Iran, writing to encourage Baha’i teachers across the globe, reflecting on the meaning of constitu-
tional government, and engaging in conversations with European visitors on the nature of religion
itself. The volume is notable for the sheer range of its register: from a crystalline philosophical
aphorism on what religion is, to extended letters on Baha’i conduct in government service, to warm
encouragement of a traveler heading to China, Japan, and India, to a meditation on the nature of
the Garden of Ridvan.

East and West: Spiritual Power and the Possibility of Civilizational
Balance

Key Passages

O thou who art versed in the mysteries of the Holy Book! I have read your detailed
letter and learned of the conversation that took place between you and that esteemed
and respected man. Without doubt, that discourse which transpired between you and
him was a confirmation from the Spirit and an inspiration from the breaths of truth, for
my Lord, the All-Merciful, confirms every soul who is attracted in heart to the Kingdom
of Mysteries, strengthens them with inspiration, and causes them to speak with proofs
and evidence. — AB00192

Today the inhabitants of the world must be engaged generally in praising the Word
of God, which has bestowed such a bounty and has established such a harmony and
affiliation that the Beloved of the union of the race of man has uncovered the face,
displaying the utmost beauty and perfection in the assemblages of the world, and is
captivating the hearts of everyone in all the regions. — ABO05981

Consider thou how the power of the Word of God has united the East and the West and
bestowed spiritual communication, that a blessed soul from the inhabitants of America,
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while in the Holy Land, mentioned to Abdul-Baha the name of a man living in Asia,
and with the utmost devotion requests the writing of a Tablet. Praise be to God! What
a communication! What a unity and concord! — ABO05981

Context for Study

ABO00192 refers to a conversation between Gabriel Sacy, a French Baha’i, and Count Leo Tolstoy—
one of the most celebrated and spiritually searching figures of early twentieth-century Europe.
Tolstoy had been communicating with Baha’i teachers for years and was known to have profound
sympathy with the Bahd’i teachings on peace and the unity of religion. The letter’s opening move
is characteristic of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s strategy with high-profile sympathizers: to affirm that the very
eloquence of the believer’s discourse was itself divine inspiration, thus relocating the source of
spiritual influence from the individual’s capacity to the action of the Holy Spirit. This dissolves the
anxiety of how one can possibly speak adequately to a Tolstoy—the answer is that adequate speech
in such encounters is not a product of personal preparation alone. The broader claim of AB05981—
that a single American mentioning an Asian name in Haifa, requesting a Tablet, is evidence of
a new world communication—reflects ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s capacity to read small events as symptoms
of structural transformation. The global diffusion of the Bahd’i community in 1910 was modest
in absolute numbers but unprecedented in its geographical spread: communities existed in Persia,
the Caucasus, Egypt, India, the United States, France, and Britain. This thin but geographically
distributed network was itself proof of something: that the “unity of the race of man” was not
merely an aspiration but was already taking form.

Questions for Reflection

1. The letter to Gabriel Sacy about the Tolstoy conversation attributes the believer’s eloquence
to divine inspiration rather than to personal preparation. What is the relationship between
human effort (learning, study, practice) and divine confirmation in this account, and how does
it compare with the Islamic concept of tawfig (divine enabling) and the Christian theology of
grace and free will?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha reads a single conversation across two continents as evidence that the Word of
God is “captivating the hearts of everyone in all the regions.” Is this reading of small events as
symptoms of large movements a form of prophetic vision, motivated reasoning, or genuinely
grounded social analysis?

3. Tolstoy was already engaged in a profound spiritual quest that led him to critique institutional
Christianity and develop his own theology of love and nonviolence. What would a genuine
encounter between Tolstoyan and Bahd’i thought look like, and where would the agreements
and the tensions be most productive?

4. The East-West encounter in this volume is described as a meeting of spiritual and material
powers, with the East’s gift being the Word of God and the West’s gift being material and
scientific progress. How does this civilizational complementarity argument compare with sim-
ilar arguments in Islamic modernism (al-Afghani, Abduh) and in Asian anti-colonial thought
(Gandhi, Tagore)?
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5. What does it mean for a religion to claim that it has “captivated the hearts” of humanity
at a time when its actual membership is a tiny fraction of the world’s population? Is this
eschatological anticipation, aspiration, or something else?

What Is Religion? The Mathematical Formula of the Absolute

Key Passages

What is religion? You are silent, you are searching for a brief explanation. Let me tell
you: 1. Religion is connection with God. 2. There is one God. 3. There is but one
possibility for connection. From these three premises there results the conclusion with
convincing logic: Religion is an organic unity. Denomination, sects, religious confessions
are but a variously close or loose connection with God: adorned with additions which
are different with time and place. — ABU1484

Expressed mathematically, God is the great One. Religion is the zero, or the zeroes,
which only gain significance and value through the One connected with them! Take the
number 100 or 1,000 or 100,000 or more, what are the zeroes without the One which
precedes them? The High Religions are several zeroes preceded by the great One, the
Godhead. And the Baha’i Teaching, how is it expressed in a mathematical formula?
1,000,000,000. The One is here the One-and-All, and behind it stands an uninterrupted
chain of relationships, connections with Him, the One-and-All. — ABU1484

Context for Study

The June 1910 conversation with a young woman in Haifa—recorded in the 22nd letter of Dr.
Fallscheer to Stuttgart—is a small masterpiece of philosophical pedagogy. The argument moves
from definition to axiom to syllogism with the economy of a mathematical proof, and then turns to
mathematical imagery to make the intuition vivid. The three premises (religion is connection with
God; there is one God; there is one possibility for connection) yield the conclusion that religion
as such is a unity, while the divisions of history are variations in the quality of the connection—
“variously close or loose.” The mathematical metaphor of the zero-and-one is then deployed to
make visible what would otherwise remain abstract: a zero alone means nothing; the same zero
placed after the number one acquires meaning from its relationship to the absolute. The Baha’i
dispensation is characterized by an “uninterrupted chain of relationships,” which in the notation of
1,000,000,000 is represented by the long train of zeros following the initiating One. The argument
resonates with several philosophical traditions: the Neoplatonic understanding of the One as the
source from which all multiplicity proceeds; the Sufi doctrine that all creation is a tajalli (theophany)
of the Absolute; and Leibniz’s use of binary notation (zeros and ones) as a metaphor for creation
from nothingness through divine will. What is distinctive is the pedagogical setting: these ideas
are being offered to a young woman in a conversational register, not in a formal theological treatise.

Questions for Reflection

1. The argument that religion is organically one because its object (God) is one draws on the
same logic that Aristotle uses to define the unity of a science: a science is unified by the unity
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of its proper object. What are the strengths and the limits of applying this Aristotelian logic
to the phenomenon of religious diversity?

2. The mathematical metaphor (zeros gaining value from the One that precedes them) implies
that the world’s religions derive their significance from their relationship to the Absolute, not
from their own inherent properties. How does this compare with the inclusivist position in
the theology of religions (Karl Rahner’s “anonymous Christianity,” for example) and with
pluralist accounts (John Hick’s “different paths up the same mountain”)?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says the young woman who claimed that religious diversity was scientifically
and historically understandable was offering “pretexts.” Is this a fair characterization of the
sociological argument for religious diversity, or is there a genuine tension between the claim
that religion is organically one and the empirical fact of its historical diversity?

4. The Baha’i formula (1,000,000,000) is characterized by an “uninterrupted chain of relation-
ships.” What does “uninterrupted” mean in the context of a religious history that includes
periods of apostasy, persecution, and what looks like divine absence?

5. If religion is defined as “connection with God,” and the quality of that connection varies “as
different with time and place,” what follows for the evaluation of specific religious practices—
are all practices equal in their connective power, or is there a ranking, and who or what
determines it?

Constitutional Government, Baha’i Ethics, and Service to the State

Key Passages

At present affairs have become most delicate, and all eyes are focused on the conduct and
behavior of the friends and are vigilant regarding the character, manners and customs of
the Bahd’is. Therefore, the people of Baha must arise with utmost care and faithfulness
to follow the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed Beauty. As for those who are
involved in governmental departments, I hope they will serve the nation and government
with utmost sanctity, purity, detachment, chastity, virtue, goodwill, sincere intention
and pure nature. They should be content with their wages and not stain their garment
by taking even a penny beyond that, for this would sully the pure garment of the Cause
of God. — AB00225

Those who are employed in government offices must conduct themselves with utmost
detachment, purity, freedom, chastity and virtue, being content with their wages. They
must not stain their pure garment through bribery and corruption. Today if a single
soul among the friends should, God forbid, take even a penny unlawfully, the pure hem
of the Cause of God would be sullied and it would bring disgrace upon all. Rather, both
the government and the people should develop such trust that they would wish for all
affairs in the provinces to be entrusted to the pure and goodly hands of the friends of
God. — AB06140

Consider how his royal highness, the King of England, spendeth his days, in the plen-
itude of happiness, of tranquility, of peace and prosperity, and is the most exalted
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Monarch among the kings of the world. Neither is he responsible for a matter, nor doth
he take any blame. The assemblage of the people and the pillars of the government
render to their King the most earnest service and bear for him the weight of every
burden, while his sovereignty is in continuous progress and the nation at constant rise.
— AB11815

Context for Study

The cluster of texts on Bahd’{ conduct in government service—AB00225, AB06140—reflects the
peculiar vulnerability of the Iranian Baha’i community in 1910. Bah&’is who had entered the Iranian
civil service were under double scrutiny: from a government suspicious of their religious loyalties,
and from the general population whose expectations of corruption among officeholders were high.
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s instruction is therefore both a spiritual counsel and a political strategy: Bahd’is must
be so conspicuously incorruptible that they become trusted administrators despite their minority
status. This was not a new strategy: Jewish communities in medieval Christian Europe and
Islamic empires often achieved security through demonstrating financial and administrative probity
that made them indispensable to the majority society. But the religious grounding is distinctive:
incorruptibility is required because “if a single soul among the friends should take even a penny
unlawfully, the pure hem of the Cause of God would be sullied.” Each individual’s conduct is not
merely a personal moral matter but an embodied testimony for or against the truth of the Cause.
AB11815 on constitutional government frames the political context more broadly: the model of
the British constitutional monarchy—a sovereign protected from direct political responsibility by
a responsible parliament—is presented approvingly as a form of governance that serves both the
dignity of the sovereign and the welfare of the nation.

Questions for Reflection

1. The instruction to be content with one’s wages and refuse even a penny of unlawful gain is
one of the most stringent ethical demands in the corpus. What does this absolute standard
of financial integrity require institutionally (clear accounting, oversight structures) and per-
sonally (what spiritual disciplines would sustain it), and how does it compare with Islamic
amanah (trusteeship) and Confucian zhengming (rectification of names—officials being what
their titles claim)?

2. The Bahd’i community’s visibility means each individual’s moral failure disgraces the entire
community. How does this “representative responsibility” compare with the phenomenon of
the individual Jew, Muslim, or Black person in a majority culture being held responsible
for the failures of their entire community? What is the ethical difference between structural
prejudice and the Bahd’i teaching of collective moral accountability?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha praises the British constitutional monarchy as a model in which sovereignty is
preserved while the burden of governance is borne by responsible ministers. Written in 1910
at the height of British imperialism, how should this assessment be read? Is the argument
about institutional form separable from the historical record of British imperial governance?
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4. The instruction to “not meddle with political affairs” while serving the nation faithfully seems
to require an apolitical competence that is politically impossible in highly factional environ-
ments. How do Bahd’i civil servants navigate this tension, and what historical examples from
other minority communities illuminate the challenge?

5. If Bahd’{ integrity in government service is intended to demonstrate the truth of the Cause,
what happens when Baha'’i officials make well-intentioned administrative errors? Does this
understanding of representative integrity create a community prone to perfectionism and
shame?

The Fire of Love and the Urgency of Teaching

Key Passages

O spiritual friends! Heavenly bounties are manifest and evident, and divine favors are
like spring rain. The lights are resplendent and the horizons bright with the light of
the Covenant. The East is illumined, the West perfumed. The world of existence
is in motion, the realm of possibility alive with the spirit of providence. Rest is not
permitted, stillness not befitting. The candle must be lit, the moth must sacrifice its
life, the nightingale must sing at dawn, and the birds of the meadow must offer wondrous
melodies. A songless nightingale is destitute, and a fruitless tree is without glory. —
AB02824

O friends! All peoples and nations are frozen and lifeless, and all tribes and peoples are
caught in despair and hopelessness. The people of Baha must make such a movement
and stirring that they bring all the people of the earth into motion, and kindle such
a light that they illumine both East and West, and engage in such conduct that they
become renowned throughout all regions and manifest the bounties of the Daystar of
effulgence. — AB02432

Context for Study

Written from the Garden of Ridvan—the Haifa garden where Baha’u’lldah spent time during his
years of imprisonment, and a site laden with associations of beauty and transcendence—AB02824
belongs to a specific genre of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s exhortations: those that make urgency poetic rather
than merely administrative. The images are drawn from Persian classical literature: the candle-
and-moth pair from Hafiz and the nightingale-and-rose from the entire ghazal tradition. But the
classical images are given a Bahd’i inflection: the moth’s sacrifice of its life in the flame is not
an occasion for romantic elegy but a charge—“must.” The nightingale that does not sing is not
melancholy but “destitute”; the fruitless tree is “without glory.” The sequence of must-statements
enacts a theology of vocation: the nature of a candle is to burn, the nature of a nightingale is to
sing, and the nature of a Bahd’i is to teach. AB02432, written in the context of the revival of
Baha’i activity in Fars province, generalizes this: the “frozen and lifeless” condition of humanity
is itself a theological claim about the present moment—without the animating spirit of the new
Revelation, human civilization is in a state of spiritual suspended animation. The people of Baha
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are the movement-makers, the light-kindlers, not because of their personal superiority but because
of the transformative power of the teaching they carry.

Questions for Reflection

1. The candle-moth and nightingale-rose images from Persian classical poetry are used to convey
a sense of urgent obligation. What is the effect of employing aesthetically beautiful images
for what is essentially an ethical demand—does beauty enhance or soften the urgency?

2. “A songless nightingale is destitute, and a fruitless tree is without glory.” This is a claim about
the relationship between a being’s nature and its fulfillment. How does this teleological
anthropology—the idea that human beings have a nature that is fulfilled or frustrated—
compare with Aristotelian eudaimonia (flourishing), with Thomist natural law, and with
existentialist accounts that deny any pre-given human nature?

3. The description of humanity as “frozen and lifeless” is a claim about what human civilization is
like without the animating force of divine revelation. How should this claim be understood—
as literal spiritual diagnosis, as rhetorical contrast to motivate teaching, or as a prophetic
judgment in a specific historical moment?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes these words from a garden associated with Bahd’u’llah’s years of
imprisonment—beauty arising within and from the site of suffering. How does the aesthetic
context of the Garden of Ridvan inflect the language of fire, light, and song in which the
teaching obligation is expressed?

5. The charge to “bring all the people of the earth into motion” is breathtaking in its scope.
What is the relationship between this universal aspiration and the practical particularity of
each individual’s field of service? How does one avoid the paralysis of being overwhelmed by
the gap between the ideal and the actual?

Sacrifice, Martyrdom, and the Imperishable Edifice

Key Passages

Thou art the father of sons who have been martyred and in this thou art a leading light
among the friends. Every father might yearn for sons like thine, sons who sacrificed
their all in the path of God and who exhibited such joy and fragrance in the world of
eternity that they became the cause of honour and eternal glory to their kith and kin. At
the end, neither sons nor fathers will have value in this transitory and ephemeral world
nor shall any of one’s relations be permanent here. All will pass away and vanish to
nothingness but the son who hath been offered up by his father and the father who hath
sacrificed his son shall both shine like the twin Pleiades in the firmament of everlasting
glory. — AB04704

In such a path as this a new calamity is undoubtedly ordained each day and all manner
of tests and tribulations must be anticipated along this road. The Ancient Beauty raised
high the chalice of suffering full to the brim with pain and tribulation. He drank to the
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dregs the cup of His sorrows. Therefore let us never entertain the desire for comfort
and tranquillity. Let us rather follow the example of God and progress step by steady
step along the path of selflessness. — AB04331

Context for Study

The two texts on sacrifice and martyrdom in this section address different aspects of the same
spiritual reality: AB04704 speaks to a father whose sons were martyred, while AB04331 addresses
a community that has suffered persecution. Both draw on the same cosmological claim: that which
is permanent is not the earthly bond (father-son, community-homeland) but the spiritual bond—the
bond of love and sacrifice in the path of God—which endures beyond the dissolution of all else. The
image of the father and martyred son “shining like the twin Pleiades” is an astronomical metaphor
that transforms grief into cosmological permanence: the two together form a constellation, visible
from all directions, persisting across time. This is not a consolation that minimizes grief but one that
transfigures it by locating the relationship in a frame that outlasts death. AB04331’s instruction
to “never entertain the desire for comfort” and to follow “the example of God”—the Manifestation
who drank the cup of suffering—is the most demanding formulation in the entire volume. The path
of selflessness is modeled on divine self-emptying, which in the Baha’i understanding is the pattern
of each Manifestation’s life: the capacity to give without receiving, to love without conditions, to
suffer without resentment. This is the Bahd’i version of what the Christian tradition calls kenosis
and what the Sufi tradition calls fana.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 tells a bereaved father that he is “a leading light among the friends” because
his sons were martyred. How does this theology of martyrdom as spiritual honor relate to
the psychological reality of grief, and at what point does the theology of sacred suffering risk
becoming a way of avoiding the full acknowledgment of loss?

2. The image of father and son “shining like the twin Pleiades” relocates the bereaved relation-
ship from the earthly to the cosmic register. How does this compare with the way different
religious traditions—Jewish Kaddish, Christian resurrection hope, Islamic belief in the shahid
(martyr)—address the relationship between the living and the dead?

3. “Let us never entertain the desire for comfort and tranquillity” is a radical statement in a
culture—then and now—that regards the reduction of suffering as one of the primary goods
of civilization. How is this instruction consistent with the Baha’i emphasis on human welfare,
science, and material progress?

4. The instruction to follow “the example of God”—meaning the example set by the life of
the Manifestation—implies that the Manifestation’s willingness to suffer provides the pattern
for human spiritual aspiration. How does this imitatio Dei (imitation of God) compare
with ¢mitatio Christi, with Islamic adab (following the sunna of the Prophet), and with the
Confucian cultivation of the sage as model?

5. AB04331 says love has “always had bloody intentions from the very first” (quoting Rumi).
What is the relationship between love and suffering in Sufi mystical theology, and how does
‘Abdu’l-Bahé use this classical formulation within a distinctly Baha’i theology of sacrifice?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This volume catches ‘Abdu’l-Bahd at the moment of departure—physically leaving the Holy Land,
metaphorically leaving the closed world of the prison city for the open world of a global religious
movement with growing Western engagement. The range of the volume is striking: from a crys-
talline three-premise proof that religion is one, to a precise instruction that a Bahd’i civil servant
must refuse even a penny of unlawful gain, to a letter of consolation to a father whose sons were
martyred, to an exhortation that the world’s peoples are “frozen and lifeless” and awaiting the
warming flame of the Cause. Each of these utterances is addressed to a specific person in a specific
situation, yet each opens outward toward a universal claim.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s move-
ment between the intimate and the cosmic—between the penny of bribery and the
unity of all religion, between a father’s grief and the twin Pleiades—model a form
of spiritual attention that refuses to treat private and public, local and universal, as
separate realms of life?
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