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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
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127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
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Introduction to volume 147

This early 1911 volume is shaped by the new mobility opened after the fall of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid and by
the continuing uncertainty of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s outward itinerary. Egypt appears as both refuge and
platform: AB02132 explains that, after forty-three years of imprisonment, the removal of restraints
enabled ‘Abdu’l-Baha to hasten to “the Egyptian Canaan,” where He hoped the call of the Cause
would be raised with fresh force. AB00182 is the most dramatic historical statement in the volume:
it recounts the danger of the Ottoman commission of inquiry, the threatened exile to Fezzan, the
fall of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, and the sudden public prominence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Alexandria, where
newspapers wrote of His influence and the unsettling power of His presence. Yet the same tablet
turns sharply toward America, observing that, despite many requests for His journey, the disunity
of the American friends made such a visit impossible unless backbiting, criticism, and difference of
opinion were quickly overcome.

Several items make the proposed Western journey a test of communal receptivity rather than a
simple travel plan. AB03012 states that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s journey to other regions, including America,
would follow only after His present service in Egypt had borne fruit, and that the “magnet” drawing
Him westward would be unity, harmony, love, and visible conformity to Baha’u’llah’s teachings.
ABO03723 gives the same idea in more elaborate symbolic form: America must prepare a “heavenly
feast” consisting of love of God, attraction to the Holy Spirit, unity among the friends, charitable
deeds, truthfulness, trustworthiness, kindness, purity of intention, and service to all humanity.
ABO08188 repeats the principle with striking immediacy: if the believers in New York and other
American cities establish union and harmony “with spirit, tongue, heart and body,” they will
suddenly find ‘Abdu’l-Baha in their midst.

The volume is also marked by instruction issued from Alexandria and Ramleh to a widening network
of teachers. ABU2549 is especially forceful: physical martyrdom is said to have lost its present value,
while the harder task is to endure the internal afflictions of the Baha’i community, educate women
and men, and abolish antiquated customs. ABU1082 sends a teacher through Egypt, ‘Akka, Beirut,
Istanbul, Odessa, and Turkestan, with special instructions to establish the Cause in Tashkent,
encourage Baha’i students, and give importance to the education of women and the “science of
teaching.” AB02439 presents the period as the springtime of teaching, when the hosts of the Abha
Kingdom stand ready to assist any soul who enters the field with firmness, ecstasy, and heavenly
devotion. AB08886 gives the same principle in individual form: whoever unlooses the tongue in
teaching will be aided by the Holy Spirit with persuasive utterance.

A further strand concerns race, spiritual perception, and the interior life. The Louis Gregory
utterances are among the most valuable materials in the volume. ABU3487 likens Gregory to the
black pupil of the eye, black in color yet the very focus of light; ABU3447 classifies light into the light
of the sun, the eye, wisdom, and Guidance, the last being the conscious reality that comprehends
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mysteries and is perceived by insight. ABU2186 and ABU3200 continue the philosophical register,
explaining the survival of consciousness after bodily dissolution, the varying degrees of souls, the
retention of individuality after death, and the soul’s progress through divine bounty and the prayers
and loving memories of others. These items show that this first Egyptian period did not suspend
doctrinal exposition; it placed it within a more mobile, conversational, and international setting.

The remainder of the volume preserves the pastoral texture of a community in motion. AB06541
and AB08271 turn to Star of the West, urging its continuation and promising that its small and
weak beginning could become world-embracing through firmness. AB04684 asks the West to assist
the East by sending male and female teachers for the Tarbiyat School, while AB06183 recommends
Persian, Arabic, and a foreign language for children. AB00861 gives one of the volume’s broadest
ethical summaries: the friends must serve the unity of humanity, love all peoples and religions,
abandon racial, national, religious, sectarian, political, commercial, industrial, and agricultural
prejudices, and avoid injuring any heart. AB00235, AB02792, and related tablets continue to inter-
pret Iran’s turmoil through loyalty, noninterference, purity of conduct, and hope for the country’s
future. The volume thus records a liminal moment: ‘Abdu’l-Baha is no longer the prisoner of ‘Akka,
has become a public figure in Egypt, contemplates Europe and America, and yet still conditions ev-
ery outward movement upon unity, wisdom, teaching, and the visible embodiment of Baha’u’llah’s
counsels.
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To: Sarvistani, Haji Khan et al.
Date: 1911-Jan ca.
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O ye friends and handmaidens of the Merciful who are capti-
vated by divine love!

Haji Khan and Khan Baba wrote a letter mentioning all of
you, seeking divine confirmation and success, and encouraging
that a letter be written addressing everyone by name. Despite
endless occupations, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is compelled to remember
and mention all in one letter, and surely the friends will excuse
this as I am constrained.

The purpose is that one must put aside all thoughts, condi-
tions and opinions, and confine the thoughts of heart and soul
to service to the Lord. For that Beloved of the horizons has
appeared in such a way that no person, despite awareness and
longing, can help but become distracted and consumed with
love. If someone shows laziness or feigns ignorance, it is proof
of lifelessness, withering and depression.

The seeing eye will surely become enamored with the sun, and
the hearing ear will certainly delight in the melodies of the
Concourse on High. The restless thirsty one will surely seek
refreshing water, and the informed sick one will inevitably de-
sire a skilled and capable physician.

5 I hope that all may be confirmed and assisted in attaining this
mighty gift. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04684

AB03420

To: Bahram Nushiravan et al., in Bombay
Date: 1911-Jan ca.

O two God-worshipping Parsees! For a thousand years or more,
the Parsees were scattered, disorganized, lost and wandering.
Now the auspicious star has become a guide, and once again
the brilliant sun has shone radiantly from the East of Iran.
The Parsees have found organization and held their heads high.
They have placed the crown of leadership on their head and
donned the beautiful silk of excellence.

The tree of hope has become fruitful and grown green and fresh
with leaves and blossoms. The cloud of Bahman has rained,
and from the life-giving spring new grass has sprouted. The
flowing cypress has grown tall by this stream, and the sweet-
singing bird has sung upon this branch. Every wise one has
become noble, and every self-centered one has become afflicted
and needy.

You who are the grass of this garden must bloom and grow
like the cypress and jasmine in this meadow and field. A tree
that does not become green and fresh from the spring wind
and the rain of Farvardin and the bounty of Ordibehesht - in
what other season will it bear sweet fruit? Therefore strive
and surge and cry out, that you may receive benefit from the
downpour and sprinkling of the spring cloud, and become alive
from the life-giving wind of Ordibehesht. May your souls be

happy.
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AB04684

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Jan ca.

His honor Aga Mirza Ahmad has written from Tehran that for
the Tarbiyat School a knowledgeable teacher who is learned
and skilled in the English language is needed, because in the
Tarbiyat School there is no knowledgeable English-speaking
person - they need both knowledge and English language.
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Therefore, through the divine friends, if possible, quickly
select and send someone from among the American friends
who is skilled in sciences and arts, and they will determine
sufficient compensation that will allow them to live in utmost
comfort.

And likewise, if possible, definitely send a female teacher who
can be both school director and teacher, but the female teacher
must have knowledge of sciences and also be skilled in women’s
work like sewing and household management and so forth.

This matter is very important - exert the utmost effort in this
regard so that the Western Association may render this assis-
tance to the East. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v024#01 p.006

ABO05379

To: Mirza Husayn et al.
Date: 1911-Jan ca.

O loving friends! The title of some of you is Firuzi and the
title of others is Faruqi. Both of these are very acceptable and
beloved. For spiritual friends, Firuzi (victory) in such a day
is surely a great conquest and a powerful dominion and con-
quest, and is very blessed and auspicious, for the victory of
every age is according to the requirements of that age. Today,
the victorious one is a world-consuming flame that rises from
the fire of the love of God, and Faruq is one who distinguishes
between truth and falsehood. What bounty could be better,
more pleasant, sweeter and more attractive than this? There-
fore, ask God that you may be assisted and confirmed in these
attributes which are the meaning of these words, and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha will pray and seek this great bounty for you. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08685

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Jan ca.

O Bashiru’llah! Letter No. 40 was received. In it there was
a complaint about the non-receipt of replies by the friends of
God, but they do not know what a tumultuous situation exists
here. If they were to come and observe, they would, with
perfect justice and fairness, excuse themselves. But they view
the fire from afar. Nevertheless, to the extent possible, there
has been no negligence nor will there be any.

Keep with you the extra receipts that were sent to you by
Jinab-i-Afnan, and deliver the enclosed letters. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO09877

To: Diyaud-Din, in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Jan ca.

O servant of God! Your letter was received. A brief reply is
being written. Supplications and entreaties were made at the
Threshold of Oneness that whatever is your ultimate desire
may be fulfilled and facilitated, and that your power of memory
may progress.

The Bab—may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him—would some-
times partake of frankincense and rock candy. You too should
follow this example.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00235

To: Fazlullah Banan, in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Jan-01

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter of the 29th
of Dhi’l-Hajjih 1328 was received. Other letters did not ar-
rive due to travel, movement, and disruption of postal routes.
However, some time ago a letter was written to you with com-
plete instructions and recommendations that you should ex-
ercise the utmost trustworthiness, religiosity, faithfulness and
diligence in service to the person by whom you are employed,
for they showed the utmost consideration toward Mr. Furughi
in Khurasan. In response to such humaneness, you too must
conduct yourself with sincerity of intention and effort. It is
strange that letter has not arrived. We beseech the Lord of Fa-
vors that the children’s study class be well-organized and that
the students achieve progress, success and prosperity. You had
written that praise be to God, hearts in Shiraz are soaring and
God willing, in the future they will be in harmony and accord
with the Supreme Concourse.

2 You had inquired about the “Chief” [Ra’is] mentioned in the
blessed verse - this refers to ‘Ali Pasha who caused the transfer
from Iraq to the borders of Rumelia and from there to the
prison of ‘Akka.

The meaning of Mount Tina and Zita refers to two sacred
mountains which are called “Fig and Olive” in the Qur’an and
are located in the Holy Land.

As for the letters Kaf and Za which appear at the beginning
of one of the blessed Tablets, they refer to the name Kazim.
The crimson land and the red sand dune refer to the station
of destiny, for in the terminology of the people of God: white
is the station of Will, green is the station of Decree, red is the
station of Destiny, and yellow is the station of Execution. Thus
the crimson land is the station of supreme martyrdom. This is
why the Bab - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him - addresses
the Blessed Beauty in the Ahsanu’l-Qisas saying: “O our Most
Great Master! I have sacrificed my all for Thee and I desire
naught but martyrdom in Thy path.”
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As to the station of annihilation according to the Sufis, they
imagine that contingent reality can be divested of its tempo-
rality and become endowed with the attributes of the Ancient
One, like iron and fire, wherein the iron is divested of its char-
acteristic nature and the quality of fire becomes manifest and
evident in it. They claim this station is attained through spir-
itual disciplines and wayfaring, and they imagined its manifes-
tation within themselves through fancy, thus declaring “I am
the Truth.” Yet the temporal cannot be divested of temporal-
ity, which is essential to its nature, for that which is essential
cannot be separated from the essence of a thing.

However, in the divine Tablets mention is made of the station
of annihilation of self and subsistence in God. The meaning of
annihilation in the divine Tablets is that man should wholly
annihilate himself in God—that is, become detached from all
things and sacrifice to God his spirit, heart, body, comfort,
joy, bounty, glory, and all personal conditions. He should tran-
scend the pleasures and promptings of the mortal world, be-
come divested of his human conditions, be kindled with the fire
of the love of God, open his tongue in praise and glorification
of God, become resplendent with the attributes of sanctity and
detachment, and occupy himself with his own spiritual growth
and the guidance of souls. That is, he should sacrifice and an-
nihilate all conditions pertaining to himself. When he attains
to this station, assuredly the light of divine favor will shine
forth and the veils of estrangement will be burned away. No
will or purpose of his own shall remain; he will move according
to the divine Will and be quickened by the breaths of the Holy
Spirit.

As to iron and fire, both are of the elemental world and can
take on each other’s attributes, but pre-existence and temporal
existence can have no connection, unity, or similarity—this is
impossible and inconceivable.

Regarding Imam Ja’far-i-Sadiq, who is the seventh of the four-
teen infallibles—if you count from the Prophet, he becomes sev-
enth.

As to the term “Musa ibn Ja’far’-it was “Abu Musa Ja’far,”
but “Abu” was dropped.

Concerning their Qa’imiyyat and Bada’, it is related in
Biharu’l-Anvar from ‘Uthman Thuri that Sadiq said: “This
matter was concerning me, meaning it was the divine Will
that I should arise and fill the earth with justice and equity,
but Bada’ occurred.” Likewise, Majlisi relates in Bihar from
Sadiq who said: “The time for this matter was in the year 140,
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but when you were informed of it, you disclosed it; therefore
God delayed that time.” He also relates that Sadiq, peace be
upon him, said: “O Aba Ishaq, this matter was concerning
me, but its time was delayed.”

As to my presence in Shiraz, this matter depends upon the
confirmation of thy Lord, the All-Merciful.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Jan-03

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter dated the 2nd of Muhar-
ram arrived. You had written that on the day of the birth of
the Dawn of Guidance and the rising of the Sun of Truth,
all that household removed their garments of mourning and
adorned themselves with raiments of joy, delight and gladness
in celebration of that day of divine gladness. This change of
garments was most fitting and appropriate. Know with cer-
tainty that that bird of the garden of the highest paradise also
found infinite spiritual gladness in the Kingdom of reunion.
That water which came to the house in the world of dreams
is that new life, and “from water We made all things living.”
And that agitation is joy and tranquility and repose. It was
through the influences of that dream that the descendant of
that sinful son-in-law turned to the Kingdom of the Lord, the
All-Bountiful, and likewise those two khans, and likewise that
honored person from among the people of Shahmirzad. Give
thanks to the Lord that you became the cause of the guidance
of these souls and were confirmed with this great bounty. To-
day, whoever opens their tongue in teaching will be confirmed
by the breaths of the Holy Spirit with eloquent and persua-
sive utterance, and will be granted from the center of celestial
sovereignty a royal decree of success in both worlds. This is
the cup of wine, if one should drink it; these are the lights of
divine confirmation, if a person should shine forth; this is the
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surging of love, if heart and soul should be stirred; this is the
garment of the greatest bounty, if anyone should don it.

Give glad tidings of joy to the known handmaiden of Baha,
Miss Taj. In the English language, the utmost skill is nec-
essary. If she makes an effort, she will shine like a candle
in the lamp of the horizons and will achieve such fame and
renown as to become the pride of that family and the glory of
that household. Praise be to God that Amatu’l-A’la has re-
covered from smallpox. Convey to her the Most Glorious and
Most Wondrous greetings. Likewise show unlimited kindness
on my behalf to Dr. Clark. The friends must, by whatever
means possible, so cherish and show kindness to the American
handmaidens that it may become the cause of joy to all the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful in America.

Regarding Iran about which you had inquired, know that this
revolution and turmoil will eventually end and in the future
time to come Iran will be like a brilliant, shining star. Do not
become discouraged by these present difficulties. Pray that
God may assist the government and people of Iran and grant
them deliverance and salvation from this revolution and tur-
moil. Until the cloud weeps, how can the meadow smile? The
divine friends must conduct themselves with the utmost love,
tranquility, composure and impartiality, and must never inter-
fere in sedition and mischief.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

5 He is God! And as for your second dream, it indicates that
the penetration of the Word of God will become intense in
Iran, nay rather in all the horizons. And that elderly person
is the country of Iran, and the answer to his petition is divine
confirmations and assistance. And three weeks ago a letter
in Turkish, Persian and Arabic was written and sent through
Jinab-i-Amin to Mashhadi-Taqi-i-Turk. And upon you be the
Glory of God, the Most Glorious!
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To: Husayn Ali Khayyat, in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Jan-03

O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom! Though the Sun
of Truth has become hidden and concealed from the horizon
of the world behind glorious veils, yet it is rising and manifest
in the highest horizon, and shining and radiant in the Abha
Kingdom. Its bounty is great and its radiance intense. Its hori-
zon is clear and its dawning-place is the most exalted heaven.
Its meteor is piercing and its Word penetrating. Its signs are
brilliant and its power overwhelming. Its verses are luminous
and its banners raised high. Its covenant is firm and its testa-
ment strong. Its lamp is full of light and its gleaming is the
manifestation of Sinai.

O friends of God! Strive for this to be the time of the manifes-
tation of merciful attributes and the occasion for spreading the
divine fragrances. Stay not seated, withered and lifeless! Be
firebrands full of flame! Gardens redolent with perfume! After
the ascension of the adored Beauty, fie upon him who seeketh
a moment’s rest or desireth to repose upon the couch of ease.

We remember His Honor Rafi’ Badi’ with most wonderful re-
membrances, and upon him be Glory.
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To: Haji Muhammad Rida, in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Jan-03
O thou who art consumed by the fire of separation! uﬁT *as g (G

The separation from the Beauty of the Best-Beloved of the
horizons hath burned the hearts of the people of concord and
melted the liver of every yearning one. A flood of blood like
the Oxus and Jaxartes rivers floweth from the eyes, and the
brand of grief is manifest in hearts and its flame evident upon
faces.
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For this pain there is no remedy and for this wound no healing
balm from the All-Merciful save ascent to the Abha Kingdom
and rising to the Most Exalted Companion. And this bounty
can only be attained through martyrdom in the path of the
Abha Beauty, like his holiness Murtada - may my spirit be a
sacrifice unto him.

O my Lord! Through Thy grace and mercy, cause me to drink
from the cup which Thou didst give him to drink.
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To: Aminullah Farid, in Baltimore
Date: 1911-Jan-08

O Farid! Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory of God!

O thou who art unique! Your letter of January 8, 1911 was
received. You had written that very good news is arriving
from California and Chicago. I hope that even better news will
arrive - that the Word of God has penetrated into all parts of
America and set the Western world in motion. If the friends
of God unite and agree as they should, have no doubt that in
a brief time the Light of the Supreme Horizon will cast such a
ray from the Abha Kingdom as to completely melt away the
veils of vain imaginings.

The honored handmaiden of God and her esteemed sister are in
Egypt and have gone to stay with Iskandar Khan. Aqa Mirza
‘Inayatu’llah is here with us.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v01#19 p.003

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 10


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=493
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_1/Issue_19

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

ABO01347

ABO01347

To: Baha’is of Sari, in Iran
Date: 1911-Jan-10

O true friends and divine handmaidens! Mr. Furugh has nobly
named each of you in his letter and requested a special message
and designated tablet for each individual among you. But
what can be done, as this servant is compelled not to fulfill
his request and desire. Although the Most Great Unity has
free will, He states “God does not burden any soul beyond its
capacity.” And since Mr. Furugh is subject to powerlessness,
therefore he should not require what is impossible. This is
written in jest, otherwise in the realm of heart and soul, a
detailed letter is inscribed to each of you and recorded and
preserved in the Preserved Tablet.

O friends and handmaidens of the Merciful! The Most Great
Unity has illumined the horizon of the world with the light
of love and has laid the foundation of the Most Great House
upon kindness and faithfulness, so that the lovers of His counte-
nance may raise up a spiritual passion and ecstasy and a divine
melody and heavenly song and music at the pole of possibility,
and become the cause of illumination of this dark and narrow
world. They should demolish the edifice of hatred and enmity
and establish the foundation of grace and benevolence. They
should become sweeter than pure honey through the utmost
love and harmony with all peoples and nations, and become
like refreshing water through perfect truthfulness and sincerity
with all religions - that is, they should be the cause of life and
the guide to salvation. Even if an enemy be an idol-worshipper,
they should become shamans, and if an ill-wisher be a black
snake, they should become loving charmers. They should not
hurt any heart nor cause pain to any soul. This is among the
gifts of your Lord, the Merciful, in this wondrous Cycle and
new Age.

‘Abdu’l-Baha offers prayer night and day at the threshold
of the Self-Sufficient and seeks progress and soaring for the
friends, so that the means of earthly and heavenly dominion
may be gathered together and the outpourings of the divine
realm be bestowed. May the world of creation be adorned and
may the pearl of the friends’ existence become the ornament of
the world of being. May they become nightingales in the rose
garden of unity and raise up the song of sanctification from
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realities and meanings. May they strike up such a melody that
its fame spreads throughout the world and sing such a song
that moves the kingdom of creation. This befits the friends of
God and handmaidens of the Merciful. I beseech God to assist
you in this. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BITARCY B CK PR PRNPY < S
Ny O ) Jl ooy bl 5 A gl
eVl e 5 s e

MMKG6#067

AB03397

To: Mirza Haji Aqa, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Jan-10

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
The truthfulness, trustworthiness, zeal and dedication of Ah-
mad Ali Khan in service to the nation and government is es-
tablished before every fair-minded person. During his term of
office, he succeeded in establishing order and organization as
was proper and befitting. But due to the corruption of the ma-
licious ones, such an important person was dismissed from his
post. But praise be to God, the former minister was dismissed
and his oppression became evident and clear to all. There-
fore he should not be affected, for the fame of his truthfulness,
trustworthiness and capability has reached even to the Holy
Shrine.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The previous letters were
received and ‘Abdu’l-Baha moved in this direction, therefore
there was some delay in writing replies. Now you should convey
to him and his respected brother Mahmud Khan on my behalf
utmost longing, kindness and favor - that they should not be
sad and sorrowful. In this transient world no matter contin-
ues permanently. Sometimes there is dismissal and sometimes
appointment, sometimes there is success and sometimes lack
of joy. What matters are deeds and actions, and praise be to
God, those are in utmost perfection. Therefore they should be
assured that water gone will return to the stream, and divine
confirmations will surely be their companion and their purpose
will again be achieved.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04041

To: Furugh Bassari, in Sari
Date: 1911-Jan-10

O radiant Furugh! Your letter was received. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
was in the land of Egypt and had absolutely no opportunity
for writing or speech. The distractions were endless and the
attacks of enemies beyond measure. Despite this, I have under-
taken to write so that you may know how precious the friends
are to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. However, the opportunity to write indi-
vidual letters is among the third of impossibilities - that is, the
phoenix and the faithful friend are both considered impossible
and unattainable.

Now the opportunity for ‘Abdu’l-Baha to write individual let-
ters is the third of these impossibilities. Therefore, hold me
excused. One letter is written to all - make multiple copies
and give each person a copy. Convey to his honor your father
Bassar, the speaker of mysteries, from this servant the most
wondrous, most glorious greetings. My firm hope is that they
may abide under the shadow of God’s grace and strive dili-
gently in teaching the Cause of God, just as they have strived
until now. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05357

To: Ahmad Ali Khan (Brother of Mahmud)
Date: 1911-Jan-10

O dear friend, be not disheartened, do not grieve, become not
sorrowful, sit not in gloom. The glance of the favor of Him
Who is hidden in His grace encompasses all praise be to God,
and the rays of the Sun of Truth are brilliant and radiant. For
some time you have withdrawn to a corner of obscurity, but
the time of ascent to acceptance will come again. Praise be
to God, among acquaintances and strangers, friends and oth-
ers, you are known and recognized for the finest qualities. All
testify to your pure nature, lofty purpose, good character and
abundant zeal - and this is a rare occurrence. So if there is some

d}}“ﬁtw{"’u’”\cﬂ A5 e b )
SWNI s sl i e pyeie 25
S o gy s Sl Jola A uH
dse faly § Cotdin OUb 5 oz o
53 A Al Jg8 o) 28y 5L Geat
o e 45 s L) 5 96 5 LT s
O b chJUJ\wfd;ﬂ;)w
L“J)ﬁ;;wbij)‘;
515 ol @’)‘ﬁbwuﬁj e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 13


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/286.pdf#page=41

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

AB06467

temporary disruption in the continuation of your position and
duties, this is due to the requirements of this faithless world
and the manners of these shameless times. Therefore be not
sorrowful, do not grieve - perfume your nostrils with the fra-
grances of the rose garden of the most glorious Kingdom. God
willing, outward affairs will also become well-ordered. Please
convey my utmost longing to his honor, the one near to the
threshold of greatness, my respected brother Mahmud Khan.
And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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To: Namiqi, Inayatullah et al., in Mashhad
Date: 1911-Jan-10

May the clouds of mercy of your Most Exalted Lord bring life
to these hills and heights, and may the fragrant tomb be made
sweet by the downpour of the favors of your Forgiving Lord of
Grandeur.

And upon you be greetings and praise, O Word of God-
consciousness and Dawning-place of bounty and Manifestation
of faithfulness. And upon you be peace, O glorious martyr
and sacrificer who guided to the Straight Path.

I testify that you abandoned the world and bid farewell to self
and desire, and aimed for the Most Exalted Horizon, and loved
sacrifice in the path of your Most Glorious Beloved, and drank
the greatest cup of martyrdom with a heart melted by the fire
of the love of God.

Therefore upon you be greetings, and upon you be mercy, and
upon you be peace, and upon you be the glad-tidings of the
great triumph from the Most Glorious Kingdom, and upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB07001

To: Family of Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1911-Jan-10

O ye faithful friends of mine! The previous calamities were so
numerous and yet in this most recent disturbance of the revolu-
tion ye have once more became the target of the arrows of the
oppressor. Thus have ye been the victims of two consecutive
tragedies. But because of your courage and long suffering ye
did not complain, ye did not groan, ye did not wail and lament.
Truly ye have comported yourselves with the utmost dignity,
with the thankfulness that is required of those who are so cer-
tain of the grace of God, the All-forgiving. This is faithfulness.
This is the meaning of radiant acquiescence.

Despite the absence of all opportunities it is ‘Abdul-Baha’s
desire to write a letter to you at every hour for this indeed
is what ye deserve. But alas since this correspondence is not
possible, either orally or by writing, I shall inscribe my letters
to you on the pages of my heart and soul. I supplicate be-
fore the Kingdom of Al-Abha at every moment, pleading those
heavenly gifts might descend upon you and seeking the loving
providence of the Merciful Lord on your behalf.
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AB11794

To: Spiritual Assembly of Mashhad
Date: 1911-Jan-10

O beloved friends of Abdu’l-Baha! In truth, in such severe
days and in the face of opposition from obstinate adversaries,
the steadfastness you have shown is worthy of praise from the
Concourse on High....

The matter of Faran has become known - the glorious Khalil
has fallen captive to the obstinate Nimrod. Rest assured that
that unjust one will be seized by divine retribution. In any case,
Abdu’l-Baha is deeply grieved by your trials and tribulations,
and if these afflictions had befallen him instead - that is, if he
had become the target of arrow and bullet - it would surely

b s bl Llae 5o 0L
Colizal b A 03 U2 5 A
Jol S e Sl alesyt pls S

el
53 Qe s sy e OLB fa
4{ ...\.”J‘.)g Q:\:LL .o\i/)\:;f doe AJJ.C. C,..wi
caS dalg s Al elinl Slalg O
e oo W by 5 W1 dlae ol
))‘_}_)\ J‘)S-j. JL,QA OL‘;\J C,.,w‘f“i

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 15


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-220.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/tarikh-i-amr-i-bahai_dar_shahr-i-qum_vol1.pdf

V]

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

AB02792

have been more bearable. Upon you be the Most Glorious

Glory.
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To: Khajih Rabi et al.,
Date: 1911-Jan-18

in Kashan

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although the upheaval in Iran is
severe and trials and tribulations have overcome everyone near
and far, all parties are impatient and restless, each group is
overwhelmed with grief and sorrow, blood has been spilled and
homes have fallen, property has been plundered and pillaged,
and leaders have become homeless, many leaders have crept
into corners of oblivion and all the tribes and peoples of Iran
have become scattered and dispersed. Inevitably in this tumult
and commotion the friends too must experience some difficulty.

But when you think of others, you will find endless consolation.
Praise be to God that the friends in this upheaval are distin-
guished from other parties - they are without ulterior motives
or illness and stay clear of all conflict and strife. In the time of
despotism they had neither affinity with the dominant govern-
ment nor enmity with other parties. They were well-wishers of
all and sincere lovers of the masses. Therefore they were under
the protection of the Forgiving Lord and kept away from sedi-
tion and turmoil. Thank God they were not stained with the
blood of any fellow citizens and did not harm anyone even by
a hair’s breadth. Thus they were at ease. So thank God that
you were cold in the fire and dry in the sea. This is among the
greatest divine bounties. If occasionally some incident occurs
to change your taste, be confident in the grace and favor of the
Blessed Beauty and count this as a special gift.

“See, our hearts come open like shells, when He raineth grace
like pearls,

And our lives are ready targets, when agony’s arrows He hurls.”

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03266

To: Baha’is of Marv
Date: 1911-Jan-13

...In this mortal world, the end of every wealth is poverty, the
conclusion of every gathering is dispersal and scattering, and
the ultimate outcome of every health and glory is illness and
abasement and disorder. However, those souls who have dis-
covered the Kingdom of mysteries and have drawn illumina-
tion from the Dawning-Place of lights, though they may be
destitute in the beginning, will in the end attain to the inex-
haustible treasure. If in this world they endure anguish of spirit
and suffering of soul, in the world of the Kingdom they will
receive their share of the supreme mercy and the flowing trea-
sury. Consider, then, from the highest degree of existence to
the lowest rank of contingent being, which is the point of dust,
and observe the levels of existence: all created things, includ-
ing all peoples and nations, souls and religions, are subject to
decline and ultimate extinction, save those cherished ones who
have hastened to the Egypt of divine favor, those poor ones
who have sought refuge at the court of absolute wealth, and
those ailing ones who have entered the divine infirmary. These
souls are shining stars in all the degrees of existence, and from
the eternal horizon they shine forth bright as the moon, visible
even at the point of dust.

Observe, then, what a bounty the Most Glorious Beauty - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His servants - has bestowed upon you,
what glory He has desired for you, and what eternal goodly
life He has granted you. Therefore be thankful that you have
attained to this most exalted station and have achieved this
bestowal of the most great bounty.
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ABO7721

To: Salahud-Din Arab, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Jan-16

O thou man of right guidance! I have read the verses of thy
thanksgiving to God in that He confirmed thee to walk in the
path of guidance, delivered thee from self and passion, and as-
sisted thee through His mighty power until thou didst shine
and radiate with the light of the love of God among all crea-
tures.

Therefore, be thou steadfast with supreme steadfastness upon
this luminous path, and firm in following this most excellent
and generous way.

Verily, I beseech God to make thee a mighty sign, brilliant with
the light of divine knowledge, radiant in the world of existence,
attracted by the breaths of God, enkindled with the fire of the
love of God, loving toward all humanity, beholding the Most
Sublime Vision, the manifestation of mercy and the sign of love
for all created things.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB01352

To: Baha’is of Bagiruf Farm, Hasanabad et al.
Date: 1911-Jan-17

O loving friends! Though outwardly you are occupied with
planting, irrigating and harvesting in that farmland, in reality
you are sowing seeds of service in the field of devotion, for
you have good intentions and are thinking of advancing work
through trustworthiness, religiosity and effort. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
joy lies in that group of friends who are in that farm rising
up with such conduct, behavior and speech that distinguish
and set apart that farm from all other villages, making it clear
and evident that this zeal, this trustworthiness, this religiosity,
this enthusiasm, this order, these morals, this love and this
fellowship are unique to the Baha’is.
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Likewise, be infinitely kind to the people and neighboring
farms. God willing, you will be assisted in attaining the
good-pleasure of the Blessed Beauty. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Light!

Goyaz A Gy et )y M
Sl Ok

Sy el gl s Abl 4 g
Sl e oy ELTE w3l oL,
e el e 5 ca8 sl e

INBA17:243

AB06145

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tthran
Date: 1911-Jan-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived and it
became known that some ignorant ones had harassed you, but
God provided safety and security. For now, those few ignorant
souls who in the Democratic Party considered themselves to
be Socrates and Hippocrates will be caught in disgrace. As
Nishati Khan said: “Neither saffron can remedy it, nor the
bugle can remedy it, O master tailor!”

Those few souls from the shameless party are causing the
contamination of the Democratic Party. If it were not for
them, such misfortune and calamity would not have befallen
the Democratic Party. When an ill-omened owl makes its nest
in any house, it causes ruin.

A letter was written to the friends in Hasan-Abad which is
enclosed - please deliver it. At the beginning of spring I am
departing for America.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Words spoken on 1911-Jan-21

The case of Iran is like a verdant and flourishing field that has
been seized by cold, with abundant snow fallen upon it. Soon
the heat of the sun will melt and disperse the snows, then with
utmost beauty that cultivation and garden will swiftly grow
and progress. In any case, Iran will soon advance, though
internal politics...
see continues for some time, until we see what God’s politics
will do with them. It is certain that the Divine Power has been,
is, and will be the conquering force.

This situation with their politics that you

You saw how the power of Moses triumphed over Pharaoh - and
Pharaoh was far mightier than these. Go to Egypt and you
will see the signs, traces and advancements of that land. With
all the sciences and arts of Europe, they are still bewildered by
the works of Pharaoh’s time, and in no way have they been able
to construct works like those. Groups from all over the world
come to Egypt, observe with great amazement, and return...

Indeed, how eloquent, profound, firm and sound is the way the
Lord of all worlds relates in the Qur’an the stories of those
who came before, showing that triumph belongs to the mighty
Divine Power. The tribes of ‘Ad and Thamud, with all their
might, power and courage, were defeated and destroyed before
The obstinate Nimrod, with all his great-
ness and power, what could he do against the Cause of God?
His Majesty Pharaoh, with all his glory, strength, power, civ-
ilization and mighty sovereignty, what advantage did he gain
in resisting the Divine Power? The obstinate and envious
Jews, with their power, audacity, cursing, abuse and prece-
dence, what could they do against the power of the Divine
Spirit? Where did the Quraysh and the Jews find opportunity
to resist the Divine Word?

the Divine Power.

When the Meccan caravan entered the wilderness of Syria and
these lands, the king of Egypt said, “Go bring me the leader
of this caravan.” They went and brought Abu Sufyan, who
was the caravan leader, before the sovereign. The king said,
“What news is there from the Hijaz? I hear certain reports.”
He replied, “Your Majesty, there is no important news. There
is one named Muhammad, an illiterate orphan, who along with
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some vagabonds and highway robbers, spends his time in the
desert with thievery. For instance, they once raided our car-
avan and took everything. We were forced to prepare a great
caravan and bring a large group this time so that we would be
protected from his evil.”

The king said, “I care not for these words. I will ask you
questions; answer me truthfully. If you answer with lies, I
will investigate, and next year when you come to this land I
will give you your punishment. Tell me the truth in answer
to my questions.” He said, “Yes, your Majesty.” The king
asked, “Was this Muhammad insane before making this claim?”
He replied, “No, he was not insane.” Then he asked, “Was
he of royal birth?” He said: “No.” Again he asked: “After
he claimed prophethood, did his affairs become orderly and
comfortable?” He said: “No, rather he wandered homeless in
the wilderness.”

The king pondered, then asked: “After making this claim and
enduring hardships, did he waver in his cause and claim?” He
said: “No, he became more steadfast.” Then he asked: “Is he
now advancing or declining?” He said: “More people gather
around him and follow him.” He thought, then asked: “Are
his believers from the nobles, aristocrats, learned and accom-
plished ones, or from the poor, destitute and base people?” He
said: “Not at all - reasonable, knowledgeable people, accom-
plished scholars and the wealthy are not with him.” Again he
asked: “Do those who join him become respected, wealthy and
comfortable?” He said: “No, they all become more abased and
are forced to flee their homelands.” He pondered, and asked
one final time:
humbled because of their faith in him, do they waver in their
belief and faith in him, or become more steadfast?” He said:
“No, they become more steadfast.”

“Tell me, after his believers become abased and

Then the king said: “O Abu Sufyan, your duty is to submit to
him quickly.” Abu Sufyan said: “No sir, he is not at all worthy
of such stations - he will perish.”

The king said: “O man, you understand not! If you have
answered my questions truthfully, then not only you and all
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the tribes of Hijaz, but I and the Caesar of Rome must soon
submit to him, or else he will compel us to submit to him.”

Now can the filthy-collared mullas resist the Cause of God,
and can their politics accomplish anything against God’s poli-
tics? The Prophet Muhammad resisted the opposition of the
Quraysh and the Jews. When these two united, they assem-
bled an army of three thousand. But we resist the entire world
and have defeated and continue to defeat the armies of mighty
nations. Each of our enemies has as many cannons against us
as all the enemies the Prophet of God had in numbers, not to
mention other forces and multitudes. God’s plan is wondrous!
God’s plan is wondrous! This is not one of those idle threats.
Though I am weak, my support is strong.

Say: Travel through the earth and see what was the end of
those who denied. Were they to journey through the wilderness
and observe with care, they would see the traces of vanquished
hosts and the defeated armies of those who came before: here
lies a bent sword fallen to the ground, there a shield; in one
place a tent-pole covered in dust, in another corner an own-
erless bow and arrow; here a spear, and scattered remains of
provisions; there ruined ramparts. The tombs of the Pharaohs
still stand, and the fields where opponents of God’s Cause dis-
puted and contended can still be sensed. If they would observe
with insight and care, they would perceive these things and un-
derstand that no power can resist the divine power. That is
why “the hosts, though they be confederates, will there and
then be routed.”

STAB#065
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ABU2549

Words spoken on 1911-Jan-23

Today physical martyrdom has no value. One must endure the
internal difficulties, calamities and afflictions of the Baha’is
which are greater than martyrdom, and one must not fear any-
thing but God. One must rend asunder the veils of imagination
and fancy, arise to educate women and men, and eliminate an-
tiquated and base customs from among the friends.

Inner troubles and afflictions increase day by day. Until now, I
alone have endured and continue to endure them.
the time for martyrdom - I have work for you to do.

This is not
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AB03723

To: Aurelia Bethlen, in Los Angeles
Date: 1911-Jan-24

O seeker of truth! Your letter which you had written through
Mr. MacNutt arrived. Mr. McaNutt is a dear intermediary,
therefore despite lack of time I am immediately responding to
your letter.

You had expressed your desire for my presence in that land.
Although I too have the utmost longing to meet the friends
of that region, that land must first acquire the capacity for
Abdul-Baha’s presence and prepare a complete and detailed
feast containing every heavenly food. Then invite me, and
that heavenly food consists of deeds that conform to the di-
vine teachings. The first food is the love of God. The second
food is attraction to the breaths of the Holy Spirit. The third
food is unity and harmony among all the divine friends. The
fourth food is charitable deeds and sincere intentions. The
fifth food is truthfulness and trustworthiness and kindness and
purity of intention and service to all humanity. If such a deli-
cious, sweet and pleasant feast is prepared and arranged, surely
Abdul-Baha will fly to America to partake of that feast. So
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strive that this complete banquet may be arranged and this
food prepared. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06541

To: Star of the West Editors
Date: 1911-Jan-26

O ye firm ones! O ye steadfast ones!

The publication of the Star of the West is conducive to the hap-
piness and beatitude of the friends; for it is a clear mirror in
which the pictures of the events and happenings in the Cause
and the news of the progress of the Kingdom throughout the
world are reflected and can be observed. Praise flows from the
tongue of every growing and firm believer after reading it, for
he becomes informed of the events and thoughts. Unquestion-
ably, this publication shall serve the world of humanity. If it is
continued, its arena shall become broadened and it shall attain
to such a station as to bring about the unity of the East and
of the West.

Do not become discouraged, nor yet dispirited! Show ye firm-
ness and steadfastness, and, if possible, publish it in a larger
size and more legible characters.

Upon ye be Baha-el-Abha!
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THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 24


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_1/Issue_19
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_1/Issue_19
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_1/Issue_18

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

AB01033

AB01033

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1911-Jan-28

O handmaid of Baha! Thy letter was received, and from its
contents the earnestness with which thou art serving the Abha
Kingdom became evident. Thou art indeed striving with heart
and soul, and I am well pleased with thee.

I had the book thou hast written about Qurratu’l-‘Ayn ren-
dered into Arabic. The translation is exceedingly eloquent; I
have read through it carefully. If necessary, I can forward a
copy of the Arabic to thee.

3 With regard to the episode of Badasht, though the account
is accurate, it is not exhaustive. A fuller description would
be that Qurratu’l-‘Ayn was in one garden and Quddus in an-
other, whilst the Blessed Beauty resided in a tent. His tent was
raised between the two gardens, beside a stream. The Blessed
Beauty had previously said unto Quddus and Qurratu’l-‘Ayn
that the Cause was to be fully proclaimed. The next day, He
fell ill. Quddus entered and sat in the presence of the Blessed
Beauty, with all the believers gathered round the tent. Sud-
denly, Qurratu’l-‘Ayn emerged from her garden and, roaring
and crying out, she entered the tent and seated herself. “Read
the Surih of the Event”, the Blessed Beauty proclaimed, and it
was read in His presence. The greatest commotion then came
to pass: Some fled, others wept and cried aloud, and yet others
were sorely perturbed. Mulla Isma’il cut his own throat, and
the gathering at Badasht was dispersed.

In short, thou hast indeed been most assiduous in writing this
book. I beseech God that as day followeth day, thy spirit
of endeavour, service, and sacrifice, and thy constancy and
steadfastness in the Cause, may wax stronger so that thou
mayest become a luminous star shining from the horizon of
eternity.

5 Dispatch some copies of this book by post to Persia for the
friends, but do so one volume at a time, for should ye send
several copies at once, the government will confiscate them....
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As Mr. Pole’s matter, the general meeting should be held in
Paris - it is not suitable in London. Its formation and arrange-
ments depend on my meeting with you to discuss these matters.
Do not rush - when work is done carefully it becomes firm and
solid. My condition here is much better, therefore coming to
Paris is delayed until health is fully restored. Convey my greet-
ings and messages to your respected mother and sister. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

I had absolutely no opportunity to review Mr. Dreyfus’s book
in Akka. I am reviewing it now and will send it soon.

LOTW#17
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ABU1885

Words spoken in Feb. 1911

Fasting is a symbol. Fasting signifies abstinence from lust.
Physical fasting is a symbol of that abstinence, and is a re-
minder; that is, just a person abstains from physical appetites,
he is to abstain from self-appetites and self-desires. But mere
abstention from food has no effect on the spirit. It is a mere

symbol, a reminder. Otherwise, it is of no importance.

Fasting for this purpose does not mean entire abstinence from
food. The golden rule as to food is, do not take too much or
too little. Moderation is necessary. There is a sect in India
who practice extreme abstinence, and gradually reduce their
food until they exist on almost nothing. But their intelligence
A man is not fit to do service for God in brains or
body if he is weakened by lack of food. He cannot see clearly.

suffers.

When told of American experiments whereby the mind was sup-
posed to benefit personally by abstinence, Abdul-Baha replied:
“It is imagination... To sum up, God knows better than all. He
has given us an appetite; therefore we should eat. If the body
be deprived of that which is necessary for it the mind suffers.
God asks of us according to our capacity. If a man who has
only sufficient strength to carry fifty kilos be burdened with a
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hundred kilos he will fall. Moderation and common sense must
be used.”

SW__v084#06 p.061, BLO__PN#002

AB00350

Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O my God, my God! Thou seest me a captive of fate and
destiny, immersed in the seas of tribulation and trial, pros-
trate upon the couch of grief and sorrow, consort to hardship,
bereavement and woe. Not a day passes but I hear a herald
announcing the death of one of Thy dearest loved ones, bring-
ing news of the ascension of one of Thy chosen ones. Thus
do souls fall into despair, eyes shed tears, and hearts melt
in these calamities. By Thy glory, O Lord of manifest signs!
Were ransom accepted in these great calamities, we would offer
our hearts and souls. But Thy irrevocable decree and Thine
immutable destiny in all matters cannot be turned back by
ransom, nor resisted by all the powers of earth and heaven.
This stems from Thy consummate wisdom in the realities of
all things. Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what
Thou pleasest. We have no recourse but to submit, be content,
show patience and composure when destiny strikes, and resign
ourselves to Thy will when trials intensify. Lord! Let not our
hearts deviate after Thou hast guided us, and pour upon us
patience in all circumstances and conditions. Verily, Thou art
the Most Merciful, the Compassionate, the Most High.

O Lord! Verily, Thy devoted servant and captive of Thy love
in this mighty century, who was named Abdullah in the Book
of the Most High, and who drank the choice wine of Thy love
on the day when the Herald called out: “Hasten to the light
manifest! Hasten to the straight path! Hasten to the meeting
with your Lord on this mighty day!” - he responded to Thy
call raised between earth and heaven, heard the divine address
from the Fire kindled in the Blessed Tree from the right valley
of the luminous spot, perceived the Fire, derived light there-
from, found guidance therein, and ceased not to remember
Thee among the chosen ones, praising Thee with a throbbing
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heart, a breast dilated with Thy love, and an ear attentive to
the call from Thy most glorious Kingdom.

O Lord! He loosened his tongue in Thy remembrance every
morn and eve, spoke of Thy manifest proof among the people,
continuously immersed himself in the seas of knowledge, and
ceaselessly strove in the arena of tests. Neither the censure
of the ignoble, nor the gloating of the wicked, nor the assault
of the malicious, nor the attacks of the aggressive deterred
him. Rather, he remained steadfast in Thy love, grew through
the abundant outpouring from the clouds of Thy knowledge,
withstood the deniers, confronted the calumniators, defended
Thy manifest beauty among the worlds, held fast to the sure
handle, clung to Thy ancient covenant and mighty testament in
this difficult day, and arose to serve Thy Cause, spreading the
pages in all regions, relating the news in the gathering of the
righteous, [giving glad tidings to the virtuous in all lands| of the
appearance of Thy signs, the diffusion of traces, the exaltation
of Thy Word, and the precedence of Thy mercy among the
worlds.

Lord! He was a great intermediary between the chosen
ones and Abdul-Baha, distributing the scriptures and pages
between East and West, presenting the tablets and missives
from Thy sincere servants to this humble and lowly servant
of Thine, persistently striving every evening and morning
in this praiseworthy Cause, never flagging for a moment,
even in the depths of nights and at dawn, until illness and
disease overtook him, and he became bedridden, of sickly
constitution, emaciated in body, and weak in strength. Yet
despite this, he did not falter in serving Thy Cause and
diffusing the fragrances of Thy holy Garden, until he cried
out like one athirst for the water of life, and moaned like the
dove in the verdant bower and luxuriant garden, yearning
for reunion with Thee. His spirit took flight from this lowest
abyss to the highest zenith, and he ascended unto Thee with
infinite attraction and longing. O Lord! Honor his dwelling
in the Garden of Refuge, manifest unto him the signs of
Thy acceptance until he is intoxicated with that wine, and
assign him an exalted seat of truth in the presence of Thy
greatest mercy. Raise him to a glorious station in the highest
horizons, let him make his nest in the loftiest branches of
the Tree beyond which there is no passing, and cause him
to warble like the songbirds in the heavens. Admit him into
the Garden of Meeting, and shower upon him Thy bounties
throughout eternity. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
Thou art the Merciful, verily Thou art the Forgiving, the
Pardoning, the Kind. Then, O my God, pour forth patience
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upon his righteous remnant and his goodly progeny. Make
Thy favors a solace to them in this grievous calamity, and
grant them mercy and tranquility in this barren bereavement.
Make them the inheritors of his virtues, the preservers of his
station, the lamps of his remembrance, the waves of his ocean,
the stars of his horizon, and the trees of his luxuriant garden.
Verily Thou art the Supporter, the Generous, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.
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To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O spiritual, heavenly friends! For forty-three years ‘Abdu’l-
Baha was imprisoned in the prison of ‘Akka, and in recent
times spent some time in Haifa. When the chains and fetters
were removed from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s neck and placed upon the
ill-fated neck of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, the doors were opened and the
path of travel became free and ready. Therefore he hastened
to the realm of the Egyptian Canaan so that in this land the
call of the Cause of God and the fame of the appearance of the
Most Great Name might be raised, and the holy fragrances
might perfume the nostrils.

Now for some time I am passing days in the region of Egypt,
and my hope is such that the divine friends in these days will
raise an enthusiasm and fervor greater than before, loose their
tongues to teach the heedless, create another excitement and
throw the city into commotion. They should take in hand the
cup of the love of God and, dancing and leaping, give to drink
the wine of the Most Great Glad-Tidings.

A nightingale that does not sing upon the rose branch in spring-
time is a crow and raven, not a bird of the meadow - rather,
one belonging to the ash-heap, not the rose garden. The di-
vine friends, praise be to God, are intoxicated from the divine
wine-house and, with perfect enthusiasm and rapture, cup in
hand and wine-worshipping from the wine of alast.

1+ Likewise, people’s ears are open to hear the royal melody and
song, and eyes are expectant to behold the shining moon.
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Hearts are yearning to hear the life-giving call of the horizons.
But that path needs a guide and requires a leader of the
way. If the friends show forth an effort and demonstrate
steadfastness and loose their tongues and adorn gatherings
with the mention of the True One, in a brief time the fire of
the love of God will blaze forth in that country such that all
regions will be illumined.

Such is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hope from the loved ones, and it is
certain that He will not be disappointed. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O thou who art related to that benevolent, submissive, and
praiseworthy soul! This grievous calamity hath caused all
hearts to bleed, and hath brought endless grief and sorrow
to the hearts and souls of the friends. Every eye is weeping;
every heart is burning. All the loved ones of God, especially
‘Abdu’l-Baha, had the deepest attachment to him. Nonethe-
less, in the occurrence of this calamity a profound wisdom is
hidden and concealed. Every life at last must end in death,
and every lasting thing must finally fade away. This cup is full
for all, and every soul must eventually drink a draught thereof
and hasten to the other world. Divine wisdom requireth this.
In truth, it is the essence of loving-kindness and an unexcelled
gift. Just as departing from the womb and entrance into this
world is one of the eternal blessings, so likewise is leaving this
world and entering the world of souls one of the greatest gifts
of the Merciful Lord and the supreme goal of the spiritually
minded.

The purpose of life in this world is for man to obtain eternal
grace, to become illumined with the light of faith, to drink
from the spring of certitude, to discover the Kingdom of God,
to acquire the virtues of humanity, and to attain the good-
pleasure of God. That noble soul, praise be to God, attained
to all of these gifts. After that he had no need to remain in
this world. Assuredly, this is a blessed consummation and an
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unsurpassed bounty of the All-Merciful. Praise be to God that
he attained these gifts!

Give my consolation and comfort to all those related to that
well-favored one of the threshold of Grandeur. God forbid that
they should become discouraged or hopeless. All are reliant
upon the loving Lord by reason of the laudable services of
that well-favored one of the threshold of Grandeur. Thou art
appointed to take his place. By the All-Glorious! Give thanks
unto God for this great favor, and know the value of this gift.
The glory of glories rest upon thee.
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To: Baha’is of Tabriz
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In the world of existence,
every great matter has its time, and the divine world has its
season and spring. These days are the springtime of teaching
and the season for spreading the new Cause. Not every season
is springtime, and not every time is the season for flower buds
and blossoms. In spring, as soon as the farmer sows seeds,
he sees the field turn green and flourishing, and as soon as
the gardener waters, he beholds the trees full of flowers and
blossoms.

Now, as it is the springtime of teaching and the spring of mys-
teries, the divine friends must become of one mind, one con-
fidant, and one intimate with ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and in servitude
at the Sacred Threshold and service to the Cause of God, be-
come of one step and one voice. They must become partners
and sharers in sacrificing body and soul, and in that clime be-
come of one color and one harmony in spiritual attraction and
resurrection of spirit and consciousness.

O friends! Do not let this opportunity slip away. These times
are precious, it is the time of the field and the season of polo-
playing. Whoever opens their tongue to teach with firm steps,
steadfast resolve, spiritual attraction and ecstasy, and heavenly
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attention and devotion, the Holy Spirit will confirm them. This
is easily proven, and the hosts of the Abha Kingdom in the
Supreme Concourse have arranged their ranks and await the
charging forth of souls in this field, so they may confirm and
grant victory and open the cities of hearts with the keys of the
Most Great Name.

My Lord! Assist Thy servants to teach Thy Cause and spread
Thy fragrances and exalt Thy Word among all humanity. Ver-
ily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and verily
Thou art the Confirmer, the Supporter, the Generous.
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To: Qazvini (Samandar), Shaykh Kazim et al.
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O blessed family! From the dawn of the Sun of Truth that
household was attracted to the manifest light and turned to
the Mighty Pillar. Through divine confirmations they arose to
render services and through heavenly assistance they engaged
in guiding souls. They did not waver from severe tests nor
did they grow weary from great tribulations.
stances they walked the straight path and moved along the
direct course. Therefore, in the history of the age of the Great
News, they adorned pages filled with attraction and steadfast-
ness and firmness with utmost eloquence.

In all circum-

This bounty is worthy of gratitude and these favors deserve
praise and glorification of the All-Merciful Lord.

In brief, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is utterly pleased and delighted with
those friends and handmaidens of the Merciful, and his hope is
that that family will be distinguished in both worlds through-
out the passing of centuries and ages, for they are the recipients
of the glances from the eye of the mercy of the Lord, and the
services of that family will forever be on the tongues of the
people of understanding and the envy of lovers and mystics.
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Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AYBY.395 #087

AB03393

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
The ascension of His honor Haji Mirza ‘Abdullah caused the
utmost sorrow. The soul and heart of this wronged one became
so grieved that it cannot be expressed, for I had the utmost
attachment to that servant at the Divine Threshold.

And truly he was a blessed soul - he was a believer in God and
was certain of His verses. He had pure intentions and complete
devotion, and was firm and steadfast in the Covenant. For
several years he was a servant of the Cause of God, during
which time he arose to serve with the utmost effort and was a
manifestation of trustworthiness and reliability for the friends
of the All-Merciful. The loss of such a blessed soul certainly
causes grief, and this sorrow will ever remain and endure and
never be forgotten.

But that nightingale of the garden took flight to the rose-
garden, and that dove of mystery winged its way to the world
of independence. He was a moth consumed by love - he has-
tened to circle round the lamp of the Supreme Concourse. He
was a wandering thirsty one - he found the sweet flowing wa-
ters. He was sick - he obtained healing from the Glorious Lord.
He was weak - the All-Powerful One gave him strength. In this
world he was dejected from endless trials - he became radiant.
He was homeless - he reached the abode of the Friend. Praise
be to God that the end of his life was the beginning of favors
and the start of pardon and forgiveness.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03851

To: Ahmad Aqa Balazadih, in Tabriz
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O thou seeker after truth! The generality of mankind profess
to adore the truth and claim to be inebriated by the wine of
the love of God. But once they enter the arena of tests, they
flee from truth and run a thousand leagues from the Source of
Guidance. Even the hateful company of the oppressors in the
desert of Karbila, showed an outward semblance of devotion to
Him, but although they made mention of Him with words yet
in reality they were insincere, ill-intentioned, and deceitful.

The proof of the true lover lie in his plaintive cries of pain,
and the sign of his true yearning flow from his weeping eyes,
the silent lamentations of his burning heart. The thirsty fish
is sorely-vexed in turmoil and the despairing moth must of
necessity set fire to its wings and be consumed to ashes. But
the claims and professions of these people are false. These
apparent seekers are in reality negligent and insincere.

Only the one who is willing to become like an adoring moth
around the flame shall shine even as a lighted candle. Such a
one must strive by day and night, must cry aloud and beg to
behold the rays of truth shining from the Dawning Place of all
lights. Then shall he perceive the secrets of divine unity from
the kingdom of mysteries.

Render praise unto God that thou hast traversed the desert
of search and won thy prize in the arena of service. Thou
hast hearkened to the divine call and art rising ever upwards
towards Him. Such a favour, so great a bounty, is even as the
radiant sun to the body of the world. This divine benediction
bringeth tranquillity to the heart and comfort to the soul in
both this world and the world to come.
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AB04358

To: Pauline Barton-Peeke, in Cleveland
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O my dear daughter!

Truly, the loss of thy dear husband is exceedingly difficult and
hard to bear; he, however, hath now attained the bounty of
gazing upon the beauty of the Almighty. We both are likewise
destined to take our flight one day unto the world beyond; and
in the heavenly realm and world of the Kingdom thou wilt
behold his luminous countenance and attain unto everlasting
reunion with him. Be thou assured that he hath not perished;
he liveth still, but in the world of purity. And know thou for a
certainty that thou hast not lost him, and that ultimately thou
shalt find him. Therefore be thou strong and patient, tranquil
and composed, and supplicate Godis grace and mercy on his
behalf.

SW_ v14#02 p.039-040

AB04228

To: Baha’is of Qazvin
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O my God, my Hope, my Desire, my Refuge, my Shelter, and
my Haven! I beseech Thee with my heart, my tongue, my spirit
and my soul to open before the faces of Thy loved ones and
handmaidens the gates of Thy greatest mercy, and to send to
the arena of their hearts clouds of abundant rain, layer upon
layer, adorned with the outpourings of Thy mercy, showering
upon them the rain of Thy favors and the downpour of grace
and bounty in these days when the horizons are illumined with
the light of the Covenant.

O Lord! Make them the manifest signs of Thy oneness, radiat-
ing light, and waves from the seas of Thy knowledge rising to
the zenith of mysteries.

O Lord! Make them speaking letters in the Book of Creation
and words pointing to the Great Announcement.
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O Lord! Make them towering trees in the gardens of detach-
ment and singing birds in the thickets of praise and roaring
lions in the depths of the Kingdom and abundant rains from
the clouds of grace and bounty. Aid them in all things and es-
tablish them firmly upon the hidden symbol and the meaning
concealed in the treasuries of Thy protection and shelter unto
the end of ages.

Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Great, and
verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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AB06557

To: Abdu’llah Samandari
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

My God, my God! This is a servant who has associated himself
with him who proclaims the Covenant in the pole of the hori-
zons and gives the seekers to drink of the wine of divine knowl-
edge from a cup brimming and overflowing with the choice
wine of certitude in the Cause of the Manifest Light.

O Lord! This servant of Thine has hastened from the furthest
lands to Thy fragrant and radiant Threshold, that he might
prostrate himself before Thee in worship, O Lord of Lords!

Lord, open the doors before his face, bestow upon him through
Thy mercy beyond measure, make his affairs prosper in their
beginning and end, forgive him and me and all the loved ones,
and make us among those who have inherited the Book and
understood the excellence of divine discourse and drunk from
the springhead of certitude a cooling draught.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Forgiving, the Ever-
Relenting. Verily Thou art the Bestower, the Merciful, the
Glorious, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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AB06741

To: Relatives of Dawlat Dukht Mihraban
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O relatives of the handmaiden of Baha, that precious pure-
hearted handmaiden has hastened from this mortal realm to
the celestial expanse and joined the company of the pure ones
and the free. Therefore be not sorrowful, be not grief-stricken,
for when a bird is freed from its cage, one should each morning
pray for its aid that its flight may increase and it may soar to
a loftier height. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

O matchless Lord! Guide the poor and helpless Dawlat to Thy
court. Forgive her sins and pardon her faults, accept her in
Thy pavilion, and make her survivors the recipients of Thy
gracious glance. Thou art the Forgiver, the Kind.
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ABO08185

To: Daughter of Mirza Asadullah Nayrizi et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Feb ca.

O cherished handmaiden of God! Your letter was received and
its contents were most pleasing, for they evidenced the dawning
of the light of guidance, the confirmations of the Abha King-
dom, attraction to the divine fragrances, sincerity of intention
and purity of nature.

Therefore I supplicated at the Threshold of Oneness and be-
sought for you a heavenly gift and sought an everlasting bless-
ing, that you might be encompassed by divine favors and boun-
ties and become the object of the gaze of His Holiness the One.

Due to lack of time, I write briefly. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB01822

To: Qazvini, Ahmad Nabilzadih et al., in Russia
Date: 1911-Feb-03

O true friends and beloved handmaidens of God! Mr. Munir
has donned the pilgrim’s garb to reach the Blessed Shrine, to
perfume his face and hair with the dust of the Sacred Thresh-
old, to inhale the holy fragrances from that musk-scented dust,
to kiss the Sacred Threshold on behalf of Abdul-Baha, and to
seek confirmation and success for this servant from the Court
of the Divine Unity.

He passed through Egypt and spent several days in fellowship
and association with Abdul-Baha, spending day and night in
the utmost joy and delight. Now he will return to Merv and
Samarkand to serve the Cause of God.

From the beginning dawn of guidance and in the days of the
rising of the Sun of Truth until this day, that household has
arisen to fulfill all that pertains to servitude and service, and in
every instance they have sacrificed their lives. Day and night
they have not rested, but have engaged in supplication and
devotion to the Abha Kingdom.

I hope this family will shine and radiate from the horizon of
eternal glory throughout endless ages and cycles, and will ever
be the recipient of the favors and bounties of the Most Merciful
Lord. Therefore you must arise to all that befits this mighty
blessing and great gift, engage in thanksgiving, and spend your
days in the utmost gladness, success, joy and delight.

This is from God’s grace which He bestows on whomever He
wishes, and God is possessed of great bounty.
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AB06244

To: Izziyyih related to Nasir Qazvini Nabilzadih
Date: 1911-Feb-03

O companion of his honor Munir! Esteemed consort! A spe-
cial letter was requested for that cherished maidservant of the
Greatest Name. Although ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no time or oppor-
tunity available, still He has undertaken to write this separate
letter in your name, so that the wish and desire of his honor
Munir might be fully realized.

In truth, it was through the confirmation of the All-Merciful
that those two birds of the garden of recognition were joined
together, and these luminous children stepped into the human
world. I beseech God to increase the confirmations and adorn
the garden of existence with those smiling hundred-petaled
roses, and that day by day they may achieve progress and
advancement until they become signs of guidance and verses
of the Book of Clear Distinction.

Whenever circumstances permit, with the utmost joy and fra-
grance you have permission to attain the presence. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABU1082

Words spoken on 1911-Feb-04

Nearly fifty of us were together in spirit and fragrance. I am
I am not sending you now to look
after your wife and children and trade, but rather to serve the
Cause of God and spread the divine fragrances. Service to the
Cause of God takes precedence over all matters - trade, earning
a living, and caring for wife and children come after service
to the Cause of God.
confirmations will encompass you in all conditions.

very pleased with you.

I am very pleased with you. Divine

Some people go to cities like passing travelers, like a corpse be-
ing carried past. But others, wherever they arrive, sow seeds
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and create verdant fields and bring the dead to life. You are
among those souls. I am sending you to serve and teach the
Cause. Give importance to the education of women and teach
them the science of teaching. From Istanbul, go via Odessa
to Turkestan. Tashkent is the center of Turkestan. The atmo-
sphere there and throughout the world is changing. There are
no believers in Tashkent - establish the Cause there.

From here, on my behalf, first go to Egypt and give necessary
reminders to the friends. And so they know that sciences and
arts existed in ancient times, spend a few hours each day visit-
ing ancient monuments under Haji Niyaz’s guidance - observe
the ancient sciences, arts and crafts. Then go to Akka and
pray for Abdu’l-Baha at the Holy Shrine. Then go to Beirut,
meet the Baha'i students at the college and encourage them to
serve the Cause and acquire material and spiritual perfections.

Deliver this letter of mine to the friends in Turkestan and the
other letters to the addresses I've written for respected indi-
Remind them and give them glad tid-
ings. Don’t be sad about separation. Kiss and embrace all the
friends of God as I kiss and embrace you, and convey Abdu’l-
Baha’s greetings. You will perform the assigned services well.
Be at ease, be at ease - God is with you. In God’s protection,
in God’s protection.

viduals in Istanbul.
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AB06183

To: Muallim, Abdu’l-Husayn et al.
Date: 1911-Feb-06

O two servants of Truth! The kind brother arrived at the
Sacred Threshold, bowed his head at the Court, and sought
infinite bounties from the presence of the Most Glorious Beauty,
and requested this servant to write a letter. Although I do not
have a minute to spare, out of the intensity of my love for you
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I write this letter so you may know that you are regarded with
the glance of love on this Threshold and are under the watchful
eye of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s care.

He does not rest for a moment nor draw a breath except to
seek endless grace for the friends and boundless favors for the
loved ones.

It is necessary for children to learn Persian and Arabic and one
of the foreign languages - that is, whichever language they or
their parents choose.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04938

To: Brush, Ida F et al., in Chicago
Date: 1911-Feb-08

O ye believers who art attracted to the Center of Lights!

Verily there have been various assemblies in America which
were organized many times, and out of these but few remained
firm.

I supplicate to the Divine Majesty for the establishment of
every assembly which hath turned its face towards God; left the
scattered desires; abandoned the self and passion; and become
firm in the Cause of God as solid mountains, which are not
agitated by the winds and violent storms.

Then, O ye maidservants of the Merciful, it is incumbent upon
ye to be firm; sincere, highly energetic and in great unity;
served from all save God; effaced and annihilated in thy love
of God; sacrificing yourselves under all conditions and circum-
stances, and glorious—so that ye may by filled with the Love of
El-Baha and that in ye nothing remains except the abundance
of El-Baha.

Should ye arise for these great gifts, ye may rest assured that
the confirmations of the Holy Spirit will follow ye in ever time
and instant.

Upon ye be El-Baha E1 ABHA!
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AB10463

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Feb-11

...A new letter has been written to the editors of the Star of
the West - translate and convey it to them. The size of the
newspaper will, God willing, be as you had written. Gradually
publish in the Star of the West many of Abdu’l-Baha’s detailed
general letters which contain absolutely no mention of political
matters but are purely counsels and education, and henceforth
you will publish whatever detailed letters arrive as well. God
willing, the number of subscribers will increase....
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AB04886
To: Ahmad Ali Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Feb-12
O true friend! Now ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the city of Alexandria, *ayds 5 slJlae 0sS ai LL

occupied with thoughts of the friends, and night and day, in
utmost lowliness and supplication, begs for confirmation and
success from the threshold of the Lord of the Kingdom - that
the friends may become united and agreed with one another,
establishing oneness in this mortal world in such wise that
every stranger may become a friend, every distant one draw
near, and every outsider become an intimate.

In the world of existence there is no harm greater than discord,
and no good more beloved than concord. The Beauty of the
Most Glorious manifested the unity of the human world upon
the horizons, but what benefit when the people of the world
remain distant from even a dewdrop of this Most Great Ocean?

The Blessed Beauty endured fifty years of most severe trials,
and chains fell upon His blessed throat, so that in the pole
of the horizons the pavilion of the unity of the human world
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might be raised and the banner of oneness might wave. And  sylie eb NOEY 4;,5\ 5 X s SK’.
surely the hosts of the world cannot resist this Cause. w0

We hope that henceforth this standard will be unfurled and the 5 53131, o Culy o) dnip s £l pde!
foundation of estrangement will be removed from the world of <o, 5511, » oy (\\p 5 5/’& R

existence. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. T
PR
DAS.1913-10-17
INBA84:391b
ABO01576

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1911-Feb-20

O dear friend! You called yourself a stranger, and this is very
strange. You said you were destitute, and this is very far from
truth. How can a soul that has reached the Beloved be a
stranger? How can a lover united with the unique Beloved
be destitute? Though that wandering, enamored one may be
physically distant, in spirit they are near and share in servitude
at the Threshold, even in the farthest regions of America. I
know you as an intimate companion and confidant, harmonious
and of one voice.

You wrote about the spread of the breaths of the Holy Spirit
in those regions. The dawning of the Sun of Truth is so intense
that soon in all seven climes the anthem of “Glory be to the
Holy One, Lord of the angels and the Spirit” will be raised, and
the pavilion of the unity of the human world will be erected at
the pole of the earth. Paris and England will embrace the Cau-
casus and Tiflis, Africa and America will share in the tumult
and fervor, and Turk and Tajik will become intimate compan-
ions. God willing, the roar of cannons and sound of rifles will
cease in the Western world. East and West will make love to
each other and engage in fellowship and harmony. This glad
tiding will reach all horizons, and this dawning will illuminate
East and West.

You wrote that a group in those regions is occupied with read-
ing verses and delighting in divine teachings, while some are
engaged in studying Persian. O dear friend! In the gatherings
of the Kingdom, the verses of the Divine Realm are chanted,
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and in the assemblies of the higher world, praise and glorifica-
tion of the Lord of Might is offered. Surely that melody will set
the Western regions in motion and unite the hearts of the five
continents of the world, demolishing the foundation of war.

You asked permission to hasten to these regions during
Naw-Ruz with Jenab-i-Khajeh Ibrahim. You have permission.
Praise be to God, some of Israel in this glorious day have
acted upon the counsels of His Holiness Abraham, and hope
is such that all will drink from this heavenly spring and be
honored by the promises of the Gracious Lord.

Convey to all the friends, men and women, the Most Glorious,
Most Wondrous greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB10922

To: Marie A Watson, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Feb-20

O thou candle of the Love of God! Thy letter was received.
Thou hast written that the daughter of the Kingdom, Aseyeh,
is studying Persian, and that thou art teaching Mirza Faragol-
lah Khan, English. Turn to the Kingdom of ABHA, seek assis-
tance and put forth effort so that all may soon learn Persian,
and his honor, Mirza Faragollah Khan may also acquire the
mastery of the English tongue.

Thou hast learned of the conditions of my coming to Amer-
ica. I beg of God that the beloved in America may become so
enlightened that the lights of their love may flood the “Turk
and the Tajik” and that an attractive magnet may be brought
forth in that country, capable of attracting Abdul-Baha with
all power to those regions, and this is not far from His Mercy.

Regarding the meeting you have established in New York: I
hope that through the Divine Confirmation it may prove to be
a gathering of the Love of God.
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Convey the utmost kindness from me to the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Sheber, Marguerite, the daughter of the Kingdom,
and say that the olive tree is an emblem of peace and concord,
and the olive is the fruit and result thereof. God willing thou
shalt attain the delicious fruit of peace and concord and thou
shalt place a bouquet of roses from the Garden of the Paradise
of Abha at the Heavenly Feast spread before Abdul-Baha, i.e.,
God willing thou shalt attain such perfections as resemble a
bouquet of flowers and thou shalt offer it to the heavenly table.

5 Thou hast written that in a house of a Theosophist thou pre-
pared a feast of joy and a féte of gladness. This Society is ready
for hearing the Word of God. Treat them with the utmost love,
kindness, unity and oneness, so that the attractive power of the
Word of God may draw them to the Sun of Reality. Upon thee
be BAHA-EL-ABHA!

SW__v01#19 p.002

NJB

v02#01 p.004x

AB11336

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar
Date: 1911-Feb-20

...endeavor to attain complete mastery of the Persian language |, <)l culi 0B Sb) s § 5K
and read the tablets of the Blessed Perfection and understand 3l |, S,le dl oo Qi ol
their meaning well; and become the cause of attraction to the i) _u & Sl Gl bl

hearts and the means of the education of the souls.

ADMS#203bx
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AB05898

To: Louise Waite
Date: 1911-Feb-23

O thou nightingale of astonishing roaring in the rose-gardens!

Verily 1 have chanted the verses of thy praise and holiness
to God. I have prayed God to make thee a nightingale of
astonishing melodies on the twigs, with different tones. It is
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incumbent upon thee to be enkindles with the fire of the love
of God, attracted to the fragrances of the rose-garden of the
Gift of God and swinging by a breeze which hath wafted from
the blowing point of Guidance in the garden of the providence
of God.

Verily I shall send thy beautiful and new hymn to Persia so
that they may translate and sing it in the assemblies.

Concerning the event of the gathering where four of the white
and four of the colored people with the utmost love and har-
mony sang thy hymn with the utmost joy and fragrance, indeed
this is one of the great signs of God, because it hath gathered
hearts which were scattered and filled with hatred, souls which
were opposing one another, disputing and repelling with en-
mity and made them as one soul sing the astonishing melodies
of harmony in different tones.

Upon thee be Baha’u’llah el ABHA.

BLO_ PT#052.14

AB10324

To: Baha’i Sunday School, Chicago IL
Date: 1911-Feb-23

O God, my God! Thou seest these children, branches of the
tree of life and birds of the garden of salvation, pearls of the
shell of Thy mercy, and roses of the bower of Thy guidance.

Our Lord! We praise Thee and glorify Thee, and implore the
kingdom of Thy mercy to make us lamps of guidance and stars
in the horizon of eternal glory among all peoples, and teach us
knowledge from Thy presence, O Thou Most Glorious!

BRL__ CHILD#20,
BLO_PT#052.13
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AB11399

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi
Date: 1911-Feb-2/

Letter of Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God: Two Tablets which were photographs
of the traces of the Supreme Pen along with a photograph of
His Holiness the Most Pure Branch arrived on the 24th of the
month of Safar 1329.
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INBA17:232

AB00703

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Feb-25

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter of 25 Safar 1329
arrived. From its contents it became clear that you had not
yet received ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s reply letter, even though I wrote it
in my own hand and sent it. I hope that by now it has reached
you.

Do not imagine that I am free from thinking of you for a mo-
ment. You are the memento of that illustrious martyr - how
could I forget? Whenever I write to you, I remember that no-
ble soul and become extremely affected. Indeed, most times
while writing letters, such longing overcomes me that my eyes
fill with tears. Given this, how could I be free from mention-
ing you? Be assured that I am pleased with you and I beseech
the favors of the Blessed Beauty that you may be assisted and
confirmed in all matters.

Your duty now is to remain in Iran and make your home a
place for teaching prominent people, or arrange another private
location so that seekers among the elite will not fear being
present.

The conversation you had with that important person was very
appropriate - you answered well. It is clear that we have no
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connection with the revolutionary party, and the enmity and
hatred of some from the revolutionary party - Yahya’s party -
toward this oppressed community is sufficient proof and clear
to all. Yahya’s associates are connected with the revolutionary
party and they are in utmost enmity and hatred.

In any case, the Baha’is should not interfere in political mat-
ters, but rather engage in educating the nation’s children, pro-
mote sciences and knowledge, strive to improve morals, raise
the banner of the oneness of humanity, lift up the call of hu-
man equality, remove the foundation of war and strife, and
adorn the edifice of peace and reconciliation. Given this, how
could they have connection with the revolutionary party? Due
to these sacred aims and pure intentions, the Baha'’is have in-
fluenced the horizons.

i The advice they gave you was truly correct - what have we to

do with political matters? A community that establishes the
unity of the human world certainly cannot delve into political
affairs, because a diplomat must always promote his hidden
agendas, and this contradicts the intentions of peace, harmony,
sincerity and faithfulness.

I will pray for them and seek heavenly confirmation and as-
sistance. They are truly well-wishers, patriotic, zealous and
patient in all matters. If only others would follow their exam-
ple - then Iran and Iranians would become the recipients of
the glances of the eye of mercy, and sudden confirmations and
assistance would arrive.

Convey a message of friendship to the respected Ahmad and
tell him that one must sow seeds in pure soil for them to sprout
and grow verdant and flourishing from the drops of the cloud
of grace, forming heap upon heap of harvest. All people, both
lowly and noble, sow seeds in salt marsh, therefore they remain
without flower, leaf or fruit in the end. Make the respected
leader aware of the power and influence of the Greatest Name,
and make the known Jalal happy and pleased however possible,
such that no hurt or resentment remains. Convey the Most
Glorious Ancient Greeting to his honor the brother and his
respected wife.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09485

To: Emma E Holmes
Date: 1911-Feb-26

O thou sweet-songed bird!

Sing and play in the meetings of the friends and the maidser-
vants of the Merciful; engage thyself in the praise and glori-
fication of the Lord of the Kingdom; sing a song which shall
set aflame the world and render melodies which are effective
in the hearts. I hope that thou wilt sing such song and cause
life to revive the hearts.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.

BLO__PT#052.15b

AB11366

To: Louise Waite
Date: 1911-Feb-26

O Shahnaz! Thy letter was received. Correspond always with
the maidservant of God, Taereh, so that it may prove to be the
cause of the attraction of the life and the heart of you both.
Whenever America attains the capacity for my presence, you
may rest assured and know I will come....
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AB02868

To: Hopper Family, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Feb-27

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Thankful, the birds
of the spirit seek only to fly in the high heavens and to sing out
their songs with wondrous art. But the pitiable earthworms
love only to tunnel into the ground, and what a mighty struggle
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they make to get themselves down into its depths! Even so are
the sons of earth. Their highest aim is to augment their means
of continuing on, in this vanishing world, this death in life;
and this despite the fact that they are bound hand and foot
by a thousand cares and sorrows, and never safe from danger,
not even for the twinkling of an eye; never at any time secure,
even from sudden death. Wherefore, after a brief span, are
they utterly effaced, and no sign remaineth to tell of them,
and no word of them is ever heard again.

Then let you engage in the praise of Baha'u’llah, for it is
through His grace and succour that ye have become sons and
daughters of the Kingdom; it is thanks to Him that ye are now
songsters in the meadows of truth, and have soared upward to
the heights of the glory that abideth forever. Ye have found
your place in the world that dieth not; the breaths of the Holy
Spirit have blown upon you; ye have taken on another life, ye
have gained access to the Threshold of God.

3 Wherefore, with great gladness, establish ye spiritual assem-
blies, and engage ye in uttering the praise and glorification of
the Lord, and calling Him Holy and Most Great. Lift up to
the realm of the All-Glorious your suppliant cries for help, and
voice ye at every moment a myriad thanks for having won this
abounding favour and exceeding grace.
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AB11340

To: Aminullah Farid, in United States
Date: 1911-Feb-27

...God willing, through the endeavor of the friends in America,
may the Bird of Paradise be revealed in all its beauty in the
Philippine Islands.

SW_v01#19 p.003x
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AB12578

To: Anna Kostlin, in Esslingen
Date: 1911-Mar

O thou who art attracted to the light of reality! Thy letter was
received. From its contents it became clear and evident that
that handmaiden of God is attracted to reality, is enkindled
with the fire of the love of God, and is detached from all else
save Him.

Well is it with thee that thou hadst seeing eyes and hearing
ears - thou didst hear the divine call and beheld the lights of
the Kingdom of God.

Supplicate God that thou mayest remain firm and steadfast,
so that the breathings of the Holy Spirit may influence thee
and thy breath may affect hearts and spirits.

BBBD.118

AB12695

To: Maz Bender, in Stuttgart
Date: 1911-Mar

O seeker of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. I beseech
God that you may become a true Baha'i and be the cause of
guidance to your father, mother and sister, that you may be
assisted by the grace of the Spirit of God and become the cause
of connection and love between human beings, that you may
become heavenly and divine so that your needs may be fulfilled
through the favors of Baha’u’llah.

BBBD.117
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AB00432

To: Azizullah son of Amu Ali (Nur), in Bandar Jaz
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O thou remnant of those two distinguished departed souls! Thy
letter was received and brought infinite joy and gladness; for,
the Lord be praised, news hath come at last from the land of
Nur, and a letter hath arrived from a soul who is a descendant
of veteran friends and dearly loved countrymen.

Glorified be God! The East is illumined with the splendours of
His light, and the West is perfumed with the sweet savours of
the love of the Lord. The Turks and the Persians, the Africans
and the Americans, the Europeans and the Asians have all been
set aflame and made vibrant through the pervading influence
of the Cause of God. Yet the homeland of the Blessed Beauty,
though bearing the name of Nur, hath remained darksome and
deprived. Strangers have become friends, whilst those who
were friends are estranged. Balal the Ethiopian, Suhayb the
Byzantine, ‘Addas the Assyrian, and Salman the Persian were
all made intimates of the mysteries. And yet the Siyyid of
Quraysh, Abu-Lahab, as well as the kinsmen and relatives of
the Beauteous Muhammad, remained bereft of the splendour
of His Light.

In the Gospel it is said that all the prophets have been without
honour in their own country and homeland. Indeed, such is
the case. Christ hath likewise said that many shall come from
the East and from the West and enter the kingdom of heaven,
whilst the children of the kingdom shall forsake it. And now,
the fame of the Cause of God and the tidings of the advent of
Baha’u’llah have stirred up and set in motion all the regions of
the earth. Yet the people of the district of Nur remain deprived.
Take then good heed, O ye people of insight!

While returning from Magzindaran to Tihran, the Blessed
Beauty passed through Nur, filling Takur and Darkula with
enthusiasm and ecstasy. A great multitude became His
faithful followers, and their numbers increased from day to
day.

In Takur: the late Aga Mirza Hasan, Aga Mirza Ghulam-
‘Ali, Mulla Zaynu’l-‘Abidin, Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Fattah, Mulla ‘Ali-
Baba the Elder, Mulla ‘Ali-Baba the Younger, Muhammad-
Taqi Khan, Aqa Muhammad-Taqi, Uncle ‘Ali, Aqa ‘Ali son of
Mulla Zaynu’l-*Abidin, and ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab Beg.
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In brief, a vast number were attracted to the holy fragrances

of God.

A year later, Yahya the unchaste proceeded to Nur. In hardly
any time at all, he provoked agitation and great confusion
there, and when at last he found himself in trouble, and saw the
likelihood of being in danger in that region, he abandoned the
faithful friends and left. In the guise of a dervish, he escaped to
Gilan, Mazindaran, and Kirmanshah, leaving all those helpless
souls to be massacred. He bolted, fled, and vanished in retreat.
He ensnared the friends, most of whom were martyred. The
situation he created in that village, the way he behaved, caused
the fire of the love of God to be utterly extinguished therein.
He even prompted a few to attack the late Mirza Khudavirdi. I
remember, as a child in Nur, seeing Mirza Khudavirdi sobbing
aloud and saying, “For fifty years I have served this family; was
it justified that Mirza Yahya should incite Gul-Baba to beat
me publicly, to insult me, and to turn me away?” Briefly, as
a result of his evil deeds, the light of Nur was obscured and
Miyanrud fell into a state of torpor.

One day, in an assemblage in Darkula, the Blessed Beauty
spoke in such an eloquent manner and presented such power-
ful proofs and testimonies that, when He arose to depart, four
of the mujtahids rushed forth to bring Him His shoes. Two of
those were Mulla ‘Abbas and Mulla Abu’l-Qasim, sons-in-law
of Mirza Muhammad-Taqiy-i-Mujtahid. That was the condi-
tion aforetime, and this is what hath befallen since.

In any case, praise be to God that you have been guided. When
I was there your father was called ‘Amu ‘Ali and I loved him
very much, and likewise the late Mirza Khudavirdi. Thank
God their existence bore fruit. Now you must show infinite
gratitude that you have been blessed with this bounty and
perhaps become the cause of kindling a light in Nur.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to Jinab-i-Aga Mirza
Muhammad-Taqi Nazim, Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad ‘Attar,
Jinab-i-Mirza Yusuf-‘Ali, Jinab-i-Mulla Yusuf-‘Ali, Jinab-i-
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali and Jinab-i-Aga ‘Ali-Muhammad. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.

LOTW#14
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AB00638

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O glorious martyr, descendant of that illustrious person! Your
letter was received, but due to numerous occupations, the re-
sponse must be brief - please excuse this.

For ‘Abdu’l-Baha, prison and confinement was like a palace
and pavilion, and the confines of the fortress was like an endless
pleasant expanse. The solace for this mortal existence was that,
praise be to God, the neck was bound by the chain of Joseph’s
prison in the path of God. But now that solace and tranquility
no longer remains, thus causing grief and regret. Therefore he
hastened to the realm of Joseph of Canaan, that perhaps in
this land and region he might make a sacrificial movement
in servitude at the threshold of the Lord, and with utmost
humility receive a portion from the Self-Sufficient One. Alas,
alas!

The purpose of corresponding with that distinguished person
[of Najaf] is that perhaps some degree of connection might be
established between us, and if not, at least there might be
some calming and assurance. Therefore you should continue
this. The purpose is that he should know that the Baha’is ap-
preciate even the value of non-interference and neutrality, for
truly that person has not made the slightest interference until
now, but rather with utmost caution has even offered some
small assistance. Anyone else in his position would surely have
made severe interference. From such a person, good intentions
and non-interference is itself a kind of assistance. In your let-
ters, express the gratitude of this oppressed community toward
him.

Regarding the repair of the sacred resting place of His Holiness
Ismu’llah, one hundred tumans are ready from Haji Aga Jan,
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and instructions are being sent to Jenab-i-Amin for two hun-
dred more tumans to be spent on this matter. Complete this
matter quickly, and when Ibn-i-Jenab-i-Mudabbir is present,
perhaps you will have a suitable opportunity to go and finish
this matter.

Regarding the presence of the honored handmaiden Diya’u’l-
Hajiyyih with the respected young ladies - first, this is condi-
tional upon arrangements being made for them to make this
journey in utmost comfort; second, this spring the place where
‘Abdu’l-Baha will settle is unknown - I may be in these re-
gions or in other regions; third, two of them are busy studying
teaching and learning English, and now their studies would be
interrupted, and God willing after completion of their studies
and preparation, the journey to America will be made possible.

i In any case, give importance to the matter of teaching, and

think of ways of imparting the Message to prominent people,
for once such persons have given their allegiance they will cause
others to be led, troop after troop, to the wellspring of unfailing
guidance.

Regarding the gatherings you had written about - truly all
these gatherings are of utmost importance, whether gatherings
of men or gatherings of women, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is pleased
with all of them and prays for them and seeks divine confirma-
tion and success for them.

Something was written to Jenab-i-Jalal which has surely ar-
rived by now. In the letter written to Jenab-i-Shari’atmadar
of Lahijan, although his name is Ibrahim, it came from the
Pen of the Covenant as Mahmud, therefore he should remain
known by this name. Deliver their letter to them. The re-
spected person, His Holiness Farman, is under the gaze of the
eye of divine favor and included in the graces of the Divine
Unity. Regarding Firiburz’s livelihood, it was written to Aqa
Mirza Mubhsin - be assured of this.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

COC#1824x
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To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The letter which
thou didst compose after thy return hath arrived. In this jour-
ney, the Russian lady was, through the diligent endeavours of
that faithful friend, guided unto the pathway of the Beloved.

The first book, she should assuredly correct; if she be successful
in this, the harbinger of Divine bounty shall reach her and
make of her an illumined candle. Concerning the enactment
of her piece, to the extent possible no effort will be spared;
thereafter the matter is in the hands of God.

The news of the unity and concord of the friends, and of the
fellowship and oneness of Aga Kishi [Karbila’i Aqa Kishiy-i-
‘Aliuv] and Ustad Aqa Bala [Ustad Aqa Bala Karimuv], was
a cause of the utmost joy and gladness. I hope that under all
conditions thou wilt be assisted and confirmed.

Praise be to God, that Armenian gentleman [Sargis Mubaga-
jian| hath, in the Petersburg newspaper, made good his over-
sight in respect of what he had written in his first treatise,
become apprised of the reality of the matter, and corrected
the tenor of his address; and this too is thanks to your diligent
endeavours.

Praise be to God, after thine arrival public gatherings were
arranged and properly organized in Baku, and this is as a result
of Divine confirmations.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

O thou faithful stalwart! In truth, in the pathway of the Most
Great Name, His Holiness the Glory of the heavens and of
the earth, thou hast evinced—as thou dost still—the utmost
degree of self-sacrificial devotion. Be thou assured of assistance
and confirmation.

Praise be to God, thine honesty and trustworthiness are ev-
ident and proven in the eyes of Aga Musa. In fine, in Baku
and Bala-Khani—nay, throughout the whole of the Caucasus—
some effective means must be adopted so that their inhabitants
may benefit from the bounties of God and, having escaped from
the darkness of waywardness and ignorance, become illumined
beings.
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If thou art able to establish a school for the youth, wherein, un-
der the tuition of Aqa Shaykh ‘Ali-Akbar [presumably Shaykh
‘Ali-Akbar-i-Quchani], they may study how to teach the Cause
and become informed of the Divine proofs and testimonies, it
would be most agreeable.

Gulnar the Russian [Olga Sergeyevna Lebedeva] arrived in
Alexandria, where she met me and experienced some mild
spiritual sensations; yet since she was intending to return to
Kazan, her thoughts were much preoccupied. She had abso-
lutely no leisure. Do thou communicate with her: Perchance
through thy guidance and that of the Russian lady [Isabella
Grinevskaya] she will little by little be fully awakened.

For the rest, deliver unto each of the friends a most wondrous
Abha greeting; cleave unto that which is the cause of enkindle-
ment and attraction, and hold the Nineteen-Day Feast.

2 Convey on my behalf to the heavenly Shaykh ‘Ali-Akbar the

utmost love, devotion, and kindness.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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To: Isabel Grinevskaya
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Praise
be to God that from this mighty tempest of the sea, wherein
many ships were broken and sank, your vessel reached the shore
of salvation, safe and secure, for God was the Captain, the sails
were the protection and shelter of the Lord of Hosts, and the
steam power was the bounties of the All-Merciful.

You had written that everywhere you received exceeding kind-
ness from the Baha’i brothers and sisters. You who have yet
seen but a few of the friends and handmaids of the All-Merciful
- were you to go to Iran and America, you would find hosts upon
hosts of brothers and sisters and mothers and daughters and
sons whom you have gained without toil or trouble, through
divine assistance and bounty, all of whom are infinitely kind.
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Praise be to God, you have become informed of the counsels
and admonitions and teachings of Baha’'u’llah, and have be-
come acquainted with the manner and conduct and path and
way of the friends of God. I hope that you will ever strive
for the good of all humanity and render outstanding service to
mankind, that you will endure every hardship and difficulty in
this path, and that you will succeed in manifesting such charac-
ter and conduct and speech that you may become a luminous
lamp in the assemblage of humanity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

DAS.1914-10-26

AB03940

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Since I truly know you to
be one who wishes good for the friends, and harbors no ill will
toward anyone, I therefore hope that you will become the cause
of removing this estrangement that exists among the righteous
ones in that land.

For it causes great harm to the Cause of God, and no pleasant
or beneficial results can be expected for any of the friends
there. This estrangement among the friends has reached such
a degree that not only are they themselves inactive, but even
the Spiritual Assembly, which exists in all cities of the world,
even in the villages of Iran, does not exist in Bombay which
enjoys complete freedom. This is most surprising.

In any case, you can remove this cloudiness and establish love
and affection. ‘Abdu’l-Baha makes this request of you, and
if you succeed in this, you will find yourself encompassed by
the lights of divine confirmations and each day you will expe-
rience new joy and be blessed with fresh bounties. Know with
certainty that this is so. And if affection is not established,
the inevitable result will be separation, dispersion, regret and
remorse.
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AB04396

To: Doctor Habibullah Muayyad son of Khudabakhsh, in Beirut

Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O true descendant of His Holiness Abraham! Your letter ar-
rived and the discussions with that Jewish person also became
known. Surely the hosts of God are victorious. As you observe,
one person triumphs over two hundred people. In the heavenly
Books, they have considered at most one believer equal to ten
deniers, as it states in the Qur’an: “If there be of you twenty
steadfast they shall overcome two hundred.” Now praise be to
God, in the Cause of God one person has become victorious
over two hundred people. Add one to nine and it becomes ten.
Now multiply one by one hundred and ninety-nine so the result
becomes clear. I am joking to make you laugh.

As for the newspaper Thabat, be sure to obtain multiple copies
with the newspaper Lisan al-Hal and send them to Tehran,
Hamadan, Shiraz, Isfahan, Mashhad, Ishqabad, Baku, Tabriz,
Qazvin and Kashan, but in envelopes.

3 And as for your situation, surely medicine and surgery take
precedence over other paths.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

Thy letter was received. In truth, Mirza Muhammad-Baqir
Khan has always shown, and continues to show, the utmost
self-sacrifice, including the one hundred and fifty tumans which
he sent by telegraph for the families of the martyrs of Yazd.
This endeavor is truly worthy of praise and commendation.
Although I had already issued a draft for five hundred tumans,
this amount will be added to it and they will then be at ease.

The letter from Salar was received and answered. During these
past two or three months many packets were sent. The reason
for their non-arrival is clearly the holding up of mail between
Shiraz and Bushihr. Therefore my letters did not reach their
destination.

As for the dream you saw, in which it was said “Yes, you
will become Adam” - this means you will become a perfect
person. The pen case with a sheet of paper indicates that you
will become a cause for the diffusion of the divine fragrances.
Therefore the word “He” was written on the paper, meaning
that the mysteries of the Divine Identity will be revealed. This
is a brief interpretation, as there is no more time.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12104

To: Inayatullah Suhrab, in Abadih
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O noble son of the illustrious Zaynu’l-‘Abidin! Your distin-
guished father has taken flight to the Kingdom of lights. How-
ever, after perfecting his servitude at the Threshold of the Lord
and enduring boundless troubles and hardships, praise be to
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God, he possessed such conduct, speech and deeds that he
was the envy of the righteous and the object of jealousy to
strangers.

Since you are his beloved son, you must make patience your
emblem and steadfastness your garment, and endure this great
calamity. You must follow his path and be nurtured according
to his way, so that you may become worthy of praise from the
Concourse on High and an adornment to the world of human-
ity.

A prayer of utmost supplication was offered to the Kingdom of
Beauty, and forgiveness and pardon from the Lord of Majesty
was beseeched for that noble soul, and it was sent to Isfahan.
You should certainly request and read the prayer, and recite it
with the utmost humility and supplication.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Splendor!

5ok, Ols b ab) e, A g oliza
sog ol raas & c2l glaf ks

Skl 2 gt
Dy e Al Gus sl s WH B O 5
Capas U J_;; S s s 1 L3
Forns Bl oS o G & e
2o s 58 Jol S il 5,50 b 5l

@5 gl

545 dle oS Jlet e s Gl

ey IS 53 Oy e 5 e 1y 515005 0
b C)l@tﬁ K.J‘ %Jf dLﬂ)\ OLQ—%G‘ 4 9 A&

Jal s g ol 5o s K12 o] el
I
e L e

BRL__ DAK#0495

AB05332

To: Aga Khan Mazandirani, in Arak
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O thou my fellow countryman! Although ‘Abdu’l-Baha was
born in Tihran and for successive years wandered homeless
in Iraq, and although he was for a time an exile in Rumelia
and for forty years a prisoner in ‘Akka, yet his homeland is
Mazindaran—that is to say, the district of Miyanrud in the
region of Nur. Therefore, I address thee as my countryman.

Thy splendid letter aroused spiritual affections in my heart. I
read it with admiration, for it was a melody of Divine Unity
and an ensign proclaiming His oneness. I, too, am most eager
to meet thee. If the means become available for thee to travel
in peace and tranquillity, thou mayest come next winter.

Praised be God! Whenever I read the name of someone from
Mazindaran at the end of any letter, it bringeth me gladness
and delight, inasmuch as it is the ancestral home of the fam-
ily of the Blessed Beauty. My heart longeth for that land to
become even as Paradise itself, and for its people to recognize
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and embrace the Great Announcement. The Glory of Glories
rest upon thee.
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ABO05972

To: Yusuf Burujirdi, in Arak
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O Yusuf! After forty years of bondage and chains, I have come
to the realm of Joseph the Truthful, and now I am intoxicated
with the choice wine of fellowship and love with the friends. I
read your letter and I will beseech and implore at the threshold
of the One, that the forgiveness of the Forgiving Lord may
encompass you and the favors of the Desired One may surround
you.

The dhikr you requested should be “Ya Allah’u’l-Mustaghath”
eighty-one times.

Regarding the matter of shortened life, scarcity of children,
and constraints in sustenance - this is a consummate wisdom
from the Source of divine destinies. And divine destinies are
the strong and true relationships between all parts of creation.
Every matter is connected to all matters, and every affair has
necessary relationships with all affairs.

Convey the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings to
Jinab-i-Aqa Isma’il. My Lord, facilitate for him what he de-
sires. Verily, Thou art the Generous Giver.
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AB06749

To: Eva Mae Swingle Smith, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O illumined daughter! Your letter was received. I will pray
for you that your character may become divine, your conduct
merciful, and your speech heavenly so that your friends may
love you. If ‘Abdu’l-Baha reaches America, he will surely meet
with all of you. I hope that you become a skilled teacher and
an accomplished doctor.

Those Hidden Words that you love are most wonderful and
sweet. I hope you remain firm and steadfast in tests and be-
come a heavenly daughter.

Kiss your brother Mildred Swingle on my behalf and show ut-
most kindness. I hope he becomes an illumined youth and a
merciful boy.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07402

To: Hagqiqi, Mirza Ishaq Khan et al., in Arak
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O two noble descendants of His Holiness Abraham! Your let-
ter was received and carefully considered, as it indicated faith,
certitude, serenity and assurance.

Supplications and entreaties were made at the threshold of the
Glorious Lord that He might immerse those two kind friends in
the fountain of His Holiness Job and cleanse them from every
fault and sin, rendering them pure and holy.

It is hoped that in Iraq you will be signs of radiance, and when
the means of travel are ready, that you will come and return
with joy and fragrance. Permission for attaining His presence
is granted for next winter.
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AB07954

To: Muhammad Husayn Siraj
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O servant of the Desired One! Your letter was received and,
despite lack of time, due to the intensity of love an immediate
reply is being written, so that you may praise the favors of
the Blessed Beauty Who has made ‘Abdu’l-Baha so enamored
with you that upon receiving your letter He proceeded at once
to write a reply. O loving friend! This is the time for joy
and prosperity through the mercy of the Lord. Detach your-
self from this transient world and establish connection with
the divine realm, so that you may receive new confirmations
at every moment and seek tremendous gladness and delight.
Convey with utmost longing the Most Glorious and Wondrous
greetings to Janab-i-Aqa Hasan, your brother. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08847

To: Windust, Albert R et al.
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O ye editors of the Star of the West! Your letter was received
and your dedication became known. I hope that day by day
your dedication will increase and you will give importance to
this periodical, for it shall gradually progress and reach the
desired level. There are many detailed letters of Abdul-Baha
which have been issued containing counsels and education - re-
quest these and publish them. It is permissible, and henceforth,
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whatever detailed letters are written, a copy shall be sent. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09663

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, the letter which you had sent with
the travelers arrived, and the letter of Aqa Mirza Yuhanna
David was also noted. A letter has been written to him and to
the gathering of the loved ones of God in London and is being
sent.

Convey Most Wondrous Abha greetings to Jinab-i-Mirza
Habibullah Khudabakhsh and Jinab-i-Aga Abdu’s-Samad and
Jinab-i-Ali Effendi.

A letter has also been written to Jinab-i-Mustamand and is
being sent.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09408

To: Mirza Yusuf son of Sarrishtihdar, in Tabriz
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O namesake of Joseph of Canaan! That Joseph of Egypt was
delivered from the well by the leader of the caravan and as-
cended to the height of the moon. This new Joseph has been
delivered from the well of heedlessness by the Leader of the
Most Great Guidance. I hope that He will make thee the
beloved of God’s Egypt, so that all the friends and brethren
may say “By God, truly God hath preferred thee above us”
and may rise up in praise and glorification.
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And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12673

To: Aga Baba son of Ishagq, in Arak
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

O Aqga Baba! Although thou art in this earthly world, yet thou
belongest to the realm above, art attracted to the Concourse
on High and gazing toward the Abha Kingdom. I hope that thy
two brothers may be guided to the Law of God. Thou hadst
asked permission to attain His presence. At present wisdom
doth not permit it. Leave it for another time.
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Words to Percy Woodcock in Ramleh

Tell the friends, said ‘Abdul Baha, the matter of building the
Mashreq’Ul Azkar in Chicago is of supreme importance. Even
if it be only a single room now it will have greater effect than
the largest temples of the future.

The most important thing in this day is the speedy erection of
the Edifice - the Mashreq’Ul Azkar. Its mystery is great and
cannot be unveiled just yet. In the future it will be made plain.

SW_ v13#06 p.132, SW_ v06407 p.053
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Words to Percy Woodcock in Ramleh, ca. Mar. 1911

When you return to America, call together those sincere souls
who have asked this question and say: The most important
thing in this day is the speedy erection of this Edifice (the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar). Its mystery is great and cannot be un-
veiled just yet. In the future it will be made plain.

I want everyone left free to act as he wills. If anyone wishes to
put money into other things, let him do so. Do not interfere
with him in any way. But be assured, the most important
thing at this time is the building of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

SW_ v02#03 p.007

AB11476

To: Myrta P Sandoz, in Cleveland
Date: 1911-Mar ca.

The Hidden Words is a treasury of divine mysteries. When
thou ponderest its contents, the doors of the mysteries will

open....
COC#0398x
AB12313

To: Baha’is of Stuttgart, Germany et al.
Date: 1911-Mar-01

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Your letter was re- 3l 5 b, W& *ael &Ko Ol 4 s Gl ) 1
ceived and from its meanings your complete orientation to the ., f . ae ) o S E,L; 4; ¥ O Gl

Kingdom of God became evident. How blessed are your condi-
tions, that in such a day you have heard the celestial call and
recognized the eternal Father. I prayed on your behalf that
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you might be assisted to carry out the new teachings and arise
with utmost enthusiasm to serve the world of humanity.

Become physicians to every sick one, and loving to every down-
trodden soul. Seek a remedy for every helpless one, and be the
cause of joy to every grief-stricken one. Strive with heart and
soul to establish the utmost love and kindness among human
beings, and serve the local government with perfect truthful-
ness and trustworthiness, and offer prayers for good on behalf
of the Emperor.

I prayed for Frau Staebler and beseeched divine confirmation
and assistance from God. Name the newborn child Khurshid
and pray to God that each one in this human gathering may
become a brilliant lamp.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12424

To: Herrigel, Marie et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1911-Mar-01

O two lamps of the love of God! Your letter arrived and from
its contents your heartfelt sentiments became clear and evident.
I hope that you will be true Baha’is and firm and steadfast in
this mighty Cause. I have the utmost love for you.

Mirza Davud is truly firm and steadfast, therefore I send the
Stuttgart letters to him to translate and send to Mr. Thornton
Chase. Always correspond with him as I have the utmost love
for him, and convey my longing greetings to him.

Read the Tablets and books of this Cause among the friends
but do not distribute them among the general public. At
present wisdom requires this.

Convey my greetings to Dr. Fischer.

BBBD.109
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To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart

Date: 1911-Mar-01

O thou dear maidservant of God! B op xS @

Thy letter has been received. Notwithstanding the lack of time
I am writing a brief answer because of the utmost love, so that
thou mayest know that thou art dear to the sons of the King-
dom. Exercise in my behalf the utmost kindness and love to-
wards the friends and maidservants of God. And on account of
the lack of time it is impossible to write a letter to every one
of them, this letter is for all of them. My hope through the Di-
vine bounties is that all may arise in firmness and uprightness
in the love of God and day by day they may progress in the
perfections of the world of humanity.

O thou maidservant of God! Thou hast written that the Minis-
ters have risen in enmity. You should arise in the contrary with
utmost love and kindness. Do not oppose or argue with them.
Arise with gentleness and kindness. No matter how much they
condemn, slander and denounce you, you meet them with love,
mercy, patience and forbearance.

Upon thee be El-Baha-El-Abha.

BBBD.111-112
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AB12629

To: Schweizer, Friedrich et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1911-Mar-01

O ye two pure-hearted souls! Your letter was received. Name
the newborn child Khurshid [Sun]. Be not grieved or distressed
by people’s opposition.

Consider what trials and tribulations the followers of Christ
endured from the people, and what persecution they suffered.
But since they had pure intentions and were calling people
to the Kingdom, those who had spoken ill of them ultimately
became remorseful and sought forgiveness and pardon.
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You must now act with the utmost patience and composure,
and show love and kindness.

BBBD.113

AB01459

To: Shaykh Amin (Egypt)
Date: 1911-Mar-01+

My God, my God! I commune with Thee while Thou art the
One who communes with those who seek communion, and I
beseech Thee by the manifestations of Thy oneness, the signs
of Thy mercy, and the attributes of Thy singleness, to assist
this servant to turn to Thee in devotion and supplication in
all matters and conditions. O Lord! Remove the veil, bestow
abundantly, and assist in faithfulness. Verily Thou art the
Lord of the first and the last, and Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Ever-Compassionate.

O honored and erudite one! The relation of the world to come
unto this first existence is even as the relation of this first
existence unto the life of the womb. Was not the world of
the womb, when compared with this world, but as illusions
and dreams? Even so is this earthly life but illusion when
compared with the life hereafter. When man passed from the
world of the womb into the world of sense, the veil was lifted
from before him, the covering removed, and he perceived that
which in the world of the womb he had neither comprehended
nor could ever have imagined, even in dream and fancy. In
like manner, when he passeth from the world of bodies into
the worlds of spirits, the veil shall be raised and the covering
withdrawn from the face of reality, and he shall behold that
which in this earthly life he neither understood nor conceived.
The difference is only this: that man doth not remember what
befell him in the world of the womb, whereas in the life to come
he shall remember whatsoever hath befallen him in this first
existence.

The nature of the world to come is intelligible, not sensible,
and its relationship and analogy is the analogy of this world in
relation to the world of the womb. Is it possible to understand
the faculties of hearing and sight, of cognition and apprehen-
sion in the womb, even in imagination? Nay, by God! Rather,
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the world to come is revealed to the one from whom the cov-
ering hath been lifted, and should he desire to explain it, he
would be obliged to express that intelligible reality by recourse
to concrete images, and to describe it in such a way that the
listener would be convinced of the existence of its pleasure and
torment in the form of heaven and hell.

As for the matter of certain persons expressing a desire to
know about the Covenant, it is not permissible to utter a word,
even in code, in this region or those regions, due to a profound
wisdom from the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. You will soon learn
of it. You must maintain silence and quietude, and commune
with the Divine Realm until the breezes of the Kingdom waft
over you. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01926

To: Spiritual Assembly of Spokane, WA
Date: 1911-Mar-04

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! The report of your Spir-
itual Assembly was received. Its reading produced spiritual
happiness, that praise be to God, that merciful Assembly is
illumined with heavenly light; respectful members are engaged
in mentioning the True One; are familiar with the Breath of
the Holy Spirit; day and night they are working without seek-
ing any rest; they supplicate and entreat at the Threshold of
God and beg Divine Confirmation.

‘Abdu’l-Baha is infinitely pleased with you, that your hearts
are freed from this limited world and are attached to the lim-
itless Realm of Might.

You must day by day, increase the sincerity of your intention,
the exaltation of your character, the sublimity of your aim, the
conquest over the world of nature, the promotion of the oneness
of humanity, the diffusion for the universal equality, the love
for the human race, the service to all nations and communities
and the thralldom at the Threshold of Holiness.

Give your Meeting then name of “Spiritual Assembly” and
not Council. This name is according to reality. For we have
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nothing to do with physical conditions, all our proceedings are
spiritual.

Give the utmost importance to the Nineteen-day Feasts, so
that the Friends of God and the Maidservants of the Merciful
may turn their faces to the Kingdom, read the supplications,
entreat for confirmation, be attracted with love for one another,
add to their holiness, virtue and sanctity, resist the army of
passion and desire, be abstracted from the elemental world
and submerged in the sea of spiritual emotions.

Thank ye God that ye have become assisted to fast during the
month of fasting.

You have written that a sum of money is raised to be con-
tributed toward the Mashrak-El-Azkar. Ask ye of God that
the American Believers may become assisted in the building of
this great Temple.

Read the books that are extant, in the meetings and assemblies,
and memorize the vital points.

I hope from the Bounty of His Highness, the Desired One, the
Beauty of Abha, that your Spiritual Assembly may progress
day by day.

Upon ye be Baha El Abha!

COC#0923x, SW__v06#17 p.143x

AB06587

To: Corinne True, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Mar-04

O thou beloved maid-servant of God! Your detailed letter was
perused and from its contents it became evident that the debt
on the land of the Mashrak-el-Azkar is clear. This news made
the hearts happy and caused infinite rejoicing.

Now it is hoped that the believers of God may show magna-
nimity and raise a great sum for the building, so that the foun-
dation of the Mashrak-el-Azkar may be laid, and, perchance,
God willing, the cornerstone of the foundation may be laid by
the hands of Abdul-Baha.
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This confirmation will descend upon the people of America if
they will all arise and endeavor with great courage to establish
union and harmony, so that every trace of difference may be
uprooted and they may all become as one heart and one soul.
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To: The honourable shaykhayn
Date: 1911-Mar-07

Praise be to God Who hath dispelled the darkness by the bril-
liant light of the manifest Morn, Who hath rent asunder and
scattered the clouds of concealment from the luminous hori-
zon, Who hath torn away the veils, broadcast the mysteries,
and spread abroad the signs as tokens for those possessed of
insight, Who hath made plain the Path and prepared the Way.
The heralds of the glorious Kingdom have called out, saying:
“Come ye to the living waters! Come ye to the mighty tri-
umph! Come ye to the Kawthar and Salsabil!l Come ye to the
Paradise of Delight! Come ye to the verdant gardens! Come
ye to the flowing fountains! Come ye to the heart of Paradise!
Come ye to hear the melodies of the birds of holiness in the
center of the Garden of Good-Pleasure! Come ye to the shin-
ing lamp! Come ye to the manifest mystery! Come ye to the
approached fount! Come ye to the bestowed bounty! Come ye
to the praised station! Come ye to life eternall Come ye to
everlasting glory! Come ye to the Center of Beauty! Come ye

|9

to the Kingdom of Grandeur!

Every attentive and heedful ear heard this call, and pure and
lofty realities became aware of it. They submitted and were
humbled; they were illumined and enlightened; they became
refined and drew near; they shone forth and cried out: “O joy
of this call! O glad tidings of this bestowal! O delight from the
removal of the veil! O rapture from this most perfect bounty!”
Their strength increased and their eyes were gladdened by be-
holding the mid-morning Sun and observing the greatest signs
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of their Lord. They praised their Creator, thanked their Orig-
inator, and lauded their Fashioner. They arose to exalt the
Word of God, to diffuse the fragrances of God, and to revive
lifeless and silent souls through the breathings of the spirit of
the knowledge of God. They whispered into attentive ears the
hidden mystery in the words of the friends of God, acquired
the lights and revealed the secrets. Glory be to Him Who cre-
ated them, purified them, fashioned them, and inspired them
with both evil and righteousness.

Greetings, praise, and prayers radiating from the unseen realm
of heaven be upon the Most Great Sign, the divine Reality -
the Single Point, the Unique Word, the Divine Pearl, the Heav-
enly Being - Who dazzled all eyes, before Whom minds and
thoughts became confounded, and eyes were fixed in amaze-
ment at the intensity of His effulgence upon the horizons, so
that the East and the West were illumined by His light on
the Day of Meeting; and upon those who were guided by His
guidance and glorified the name of their Lord morning and
evening - prayers and peace that shall continue forever and
ever throughout all ages and centuries.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Praise and thanks be unto
Thee for having guided pure and holy souls to the horizon of
brilliant lights, for having called radiant and lofty realities to
the Sun of Truth, shining and gleaming, and for having lifted
the veil and removed the covering from the face of Truth, so
that it appeared with clear, evident rays and manifest, bril-
liant proofs to all minds in these present centuries and sublime
ages. O Lord! Dark clouds of passion, dense with gloom, have
encompassed all in triple darkness of mind and consciousness.
Praise be unto Thee for having created pure, content, and well-
pleasing souls that are like brilliant rays from the mid-morning
Sun. They have rent asunder the clouds of this darkness, split
what was joined of these clouds, removed the veil, manifested
the light of the brilliant star, and raised the banners of the
manifest morn among the worlds.

O Lord! Make faces radiant, eyes perceiving, hearts throbbing,
and tears flowing with Thy love and knowledge in this wit-
nessed Day - the Day of the appearance of the praised station,
the emergence of the mystery of existence, when the trumpet is
blown and all in the heavens and earth swoon, save whom God
willeth; then it is blown again and lo! they stand, beholding.
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O ye two distinguished and eminent ones! The time hath come
for hearts to be humbled at the mention of God, for eyes to be
gladdened by beholding the traces, for souls to become pure,
for the peacock to cry out in the midst of Paradise, for con-
sciences to become clear, for inner secrets to be refined, for
breasts to be dilated, for spirits to rejoice, for the people of
success and prosperity to arise and recite verses of guidance
among all peoples, calling them to spiritual revelations, divine
outpourings, conscientious qualities, and illumined attributes,
until the lights spread throughout all regions and the cry of glo-
rification and magnification is raised to the Kingdom of Lights.

Therefore, O ye two distinguished ones, hasten to good deeds,
choose everlasting righteous works, and guide the people to the
path of salvation with clear proofs, conclusive arguments, and
brilliant evidences. Verily, those who say “Our Lord is God”
and then remain steadfast, the angels descend upon them. This
is glad tidings from the Lord of the greatest signs to the people
of understanding. Upon you both be greetings and praise.
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To: Committee of Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1911-Mar-07

O divine friends! Your letter written in the month of Jumada
arrived, but due to numerous preoccupations and engagements
and the occurrence of travel, until now there was no opportu-
nity to write a reply. Now it is being written.

In these days when ‘Abdu’l-Baha has hastened to the land
of the Moon of Canaan, it has caused the agitation of the
enemies, for they are certain that inevitably from this journey
results and fruits will be obtained. In this land and region
they have risen up in utmost agitation and rebellion, and in
the newspapers and journals they continuously publish articles
mixed with calumnies, that perhaps through these falsehoods
they might conceal the divine resplendent lights from view.
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Alas! Alas! The rays of the Morn of Reality cannot be con-
cealed and the effulgent rays of the Luminary of the worlds
cannot be cut off. Rather, if souls cover their eyes and stir up
dust, they deprive themselves and become debarred from this
heavenly bounty.

Therefore the faithful friends must arise with utmost purity
and perfect resolve to serve, and engage in exalting the Word
of God. They must open the tongue of teaching and chant
the verses of unity, receive a portion from the bounty of de-
tachment, show forth the white hand of supreme guidance, be-
come the manifest serpent, and utterly obliterate the ropes and
staves of delusions and doubts.

Today the lights of confirmation from the Abha Kingdom are
shining with utmost brilliance. Whosoever shows firmness in
the Covenant, derives illumination from the verses of guidance,
turns to the Abha Kingdom, kindles the lamp of the love of
God, speaks with eloquent speech and makes fluent utterance
- it is certain that they will find all doors opened and witness
the outpourings of the Lord of angels and spirit.

Therefore as much as you can, raise up the banner of teaching,
pitch high the tent of sanctification, chant the verses of divine
unity, and through words and deeds guide souls to the court
of grace and lead them to the fountain of truth. The establish-
ment of schools and educational institutions is most beneficial
and acceptable. Your efforts are appreciated and your rewards
abundant, and your refuge is the threshold of the Forgiving
Lord.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02427

To: Baha’is from Zoroastrian Background et al., in Tihran
Date: 1911-Mar-14

O my Persian friends! Glad tidings of your truthfulness, friend-
ship and devotion to God reach us and bring joy to hearts. In
this wondrous cycle, spiritual springtime, divine spring, glori-
ous century and luminous age of the Blessed Beauty, the heav-
enly Zoroastrian friends have been so moved to ecstasy and
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delight that they have become the cause of joy and happiness
for other friends.

In Iran, praise be to God, they are radiant and brilliant, and
in Europe and America they are renowned among the people
of faith and certitude. The tongue of the people of the West
praises the Persian friends of the East, for praise be to God,
the auspicious brilliant star has shone forth from the East of
Iran. The ultimate hopes and desires of the Persians have
been manifested and the eternal glory of the Iranians has been
revealed in the realm of the East.

O Persian friends! You do not know what praise Jinab-i-Amin
offers about those longtime friends. He writes no letter ex-
cept that he greatly extols your firmness and steadfastness,
saying that the Persian people are truly deserving of the high-
est bounty. They have no practice except truthfulness and no
thought except devotion to God. Their faces are radiant and
their hearts are gardens of the flowers of knowledge. Their
eyes are open to the Kingdom of mystery and their souls are
intimate and harmonious with each other.

Therefore Abdul-Baha offers thanks at the threshold of the
Blessed Beauty that those longtime friends in this mighty
Cause are intimate and close with us, and are partners and
sharers in servitude at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty. It
is time for praise, time for prayer, and time for rest. Thanks
be to God the Creator that hearts are joyous and souls are
glad and happy.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Miss Masson, in Cairo
Date: 1911-Mar-20

In regard to your question about using Kheirella’s translation
- Abdul-Baha says that the believers should use nothing that
Kheirella has translated as all are wrong. If there is any prayer
in the little book which he has translated they must be taken
out. Please tell this to the other friends.

PN__unsorted p074
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AB12831

To: Tahvildar, Ramadan Ali et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1911-Mar-25

O lovers of the Countenance of the Beloved of all worlds! Your
letter was received and your true ardor and longing became
evident and manifest. The beloved friends of Isfahan and Na-
jafabad have, in truth, been stirred by a new enthusiasm and
have attained a fresh attraction. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in utmost hu-
mility and lowliness, supplicates at the Sacred Threshold of
the Blessed Beauty that Isfahan may attain the utmost joy
and delight, and Najafabad may become prosperous and flour-
ishing. May each of those blessed souls receive the breath of
the All-Merciful, and may every heart and conscience attain
unto the Beloved. In the morning and evening, and through-
out the watches of the night and day, may they commune with
tearful eyes with the Kingdom of Mysteries, beseech the shin-
ing forth of the lights, and be gathered in the company of the
righteous.

Assuredly this wish shall be fulfilled and this hope shall be re-
alized. From the beginning of the dawning of the Day-Star and
the rising of the Morn of Truth, these two cities have been the
breeding ground of the sincere ones and the gathering place
of spiritual souls. They shut their eyes to profit and loss, and
in this Most Great Path counted the loss of wealth and life
among the bounties of the All-Merciful Lord. They were fore-
most among the lovers, enchanted and intoxicated with the
Kind Beloved. They endured every tribulation and in every in-
stance showed forth steadfastness and constancy. They found
the honey of martyrdom to be pure nectar, and considered
wandering and homelessness as their comfort and settlement.

What joy is theirs for this steadfastness and firmness! What
glory is theirs for this uprising from the couch of desire, this
emergence from the abyss of error and blindness, this ascent to
the summit of guidance, and this attainment of the ultimate
goal!l Blessed are they in this elegant chalice brimming with
the wine of the bounty of your Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate.

And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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AB10686

To: Muhammad Taqi Turk, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Mar-26

O righteous man, veils have been rent asunder and the light
has shone forth, mysteries have been revealed, proofs have been
exposed and utterances have been spread.

The sign of night has been discovered and the sign of day has
come alight.

The sincere ones are in utmost joy and jubilation and in the
highest paradise with an All-Forgiving God.

Blessed are the righteous, rejoiced are the chosen ones and
happy are the faithful, woe betide the wicked doers.
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AB00262

To: Ishaq son of Panihas, in Hamadan
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O scion of His Holiness Abraham the Illustrious! Your letter
was received. Your dream was most blessed, for clear water
and fish are most auspicious in the realm of dreams. Pure
water - and from water all things live - is the cause of life
for all creatures, and it is said that fish in dreams signify the
attainment of desires. The voice which you heard from that
pure water was a spiritual call, and praise be to God, it was
realized in the visible world. Let your tongue be loosed in
thanksgiving to the Lord for having bestowed such a bounty
and for having kindled the lamp of guidance in your heart. I
hope that you may become the cause of guidance for others.

As to the story of Adam, the father of mankind, which is men-
tioned in the Holy Books, it hath an inner meaning and in-
terpretation. The purpose of creation is spiritual existence
and divine being; otherwise, if one reflects a little, even chil-
dren can understand that this infinite universe, this endless
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existence, this mighty system, this workshop of the Ancient
Power is not merely six thousand years old - it is far more
ancient than that. This has been proven through conclusive
rational and scientific evidence to the learned and scientists in
this illumined age. Today, remains have been discovered which
conclusively establish their existence from ten thousand years
ago. From the science of geology this hidden secret becomes
evident - that the age of the world far exceeds human con-
ception. The Ever-living God hath ever been invested with all
names and attributes, and whatever is required by these names
and attributes hath existed and will continue to exist forever.
The Creator must have creation; the Provider must have those
to provide for; the King must needs have a realm, an army,
a canopy, a standard, and retinue. This divine sovereignty is
eternal sovereignty, most ancient; at no time hath it been in
abeyance, for a king without realm and army is but a man of
no consequence, and the Absolute Wealthy One, if His purse
be empty, would be like a fruitless cypress tree.

As to the breastplate of Aaron which consisted of twelve
stones - those stones represented the twelve tribes which
formed Aaron’s breastplate.

As to the question of life in the world beyond, namely man’s
ascension to the most exalted horizon or descent to the lowest
depths - this is a condition which cannot be explained in this
world except through metaphor, for human comprehension is
of two kinds: one is sensible and the other rational. The re-
alities of sensible things can be explained in their true nature,
but rational concepts, having no external form, must needs be
cast by man into the mold of sensible forms and then explained.
Those external beings which have objective existence and are
sensible realities can be explained in the world of the senses,
such as the earth, heaven, mountain, desert, plain, sea and
other existing things, for these are sensible realities. But ratio-
nal realities such as the intellect, the soul, love, sorrow, joy and
the five inner faculties - if you wish to explain these you are
compelled to cast them into sensible forms before explaining
them.

5 For example, sorrow and grief, which are rational realities, you
express through constriction, saying “My heart is constricted,”
whereas the heart remains in its original state, neither con-
stricted nor expanded. But sorrow is a spiritual condition,
and when you wish to express it you are compelled to make a
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comparison with sensible things. Likewise you say “My heart
is expanded,” meaning spacious and happy, while the heart
remains in its original condition. Therefore in divine Books
and Scriptures, when explaining spiritual stations of the next
world, they made comparisons with sensible forms, speaking
of houris, palaces, and cups whose mixture is camphor. The
meaning of reward and punishment in the spiritual world is a
spiritual condition which truly cannot be expressed in words,
but must needs be compared to sensible forms so that the
hearer may become aware that in those infinite divine worlds,
there are established sublime stations for faithful souls, just as
there are ordained the lowest depths for denying souls.

As for “The wretched is wretched from his mother’s womb, and
the blessed is blessed from his mother’s womb” - this refers to
divine knowledge, for in divine knowledge there is no before
or after, no first or last. The reality of everything, just as it
is, with all its transformations, is known and visible. Just as a
gardener knows the reality of the fruits within the trees - which
will be bitter and which sweet. But this knowledge does not
cause it to happen. If you were to discover and become aware
that this tree will bear such a fruit, would your knowledge
cause its existence? The ultimate truth is that perfect knowl-
edge encompasses the realities of things. And from the endless
favors of Him Who does what He wills and decrees what He
pleases, I beseech that you may become a manifestation of the
knowledge which is “a light that God casts into the heart of
whomsoever He willeth.” And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Mazindaran et al., in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O true friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and handmaidens of the Mer-
cifull At this moment when I am in a garden like the Garden
of Iram with Mr. Malik as my companion, since these are
the days of Ridvan, hearts are joyful and souls are gladdened.
Truly this garden is in the utmost delicacy and freshness, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ru\::\)s ‘;ﬁ‘) ;«Le‘j s‘-m‘.\.& Lj.:b "’\)ti LS\
Feen Sl bl Bl kil Gy 55 &
5 e~ Wy ol gy (‘Li\ O (e S
Sl s Pb o ARG cadlls Lol

81


http://www.bahai.org/r/485490616
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA2/ma2-157.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK2/ak2-147.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK2/ak2-153.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS2/mas2-42.html

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

ABO00436

although I am in this garden, the friends dwell in the nest and
shelter of my heart. These days of joy pass in remembrance of
all.

Through the favors of the Desired One, it is hoped that the
friends and handmaidens of the Merciful are also passing their
days in gladness and spiritual joy, striving to revive souls, illu-
minate hearts, open eyes and unstop the ears of those deprived,
and day and night exerting mighty efforts to purify their souls,
improve their character, sanctify their spirits, detach their be-
ings and acquire divine bounties and radiant lights.

Jinab-i-Amin is present and offers utmost praise for all the
friends and handmaidens of the Merciful, that all are intoxi-
cated with the wine of divine love and are drunkards in the
wine-house of the love of God, taking in hand the cup of the
wine of the knowledge of God and dancing and stamping their
feet, raising from heart and soul the cry of “O Glory of the
Most Glorious!” Their faces are bright and illumined with the
light of the Abha Kingdom and their ears are thrilled by the
soul-entrancing melodies of the Kingdom of Verses.

Spiritual gatherings are organized and teaching meetings ar-
ranged. The heart’s desire of all the friends and handmaid-
ens of the Merciful is the dawning of lights, appearance of
mysteries, manifestation of signs and enlightenment of vision.
Through the power of proof they open inner sight and through
the bounty of the Merciful they illuminate hearts and con-
Tongues speak with utmost eloquence and hearts
are bright like the true dawn.

sciences.

In brief, from the praise and description of Jinab-i-Amin, great
joy and delight was obtained, and he requested a special letter
for each one, but this matter is impossible and unattainable
because Tablets and pages and sheets rain down from all parts
and regions like rain, and the cry of “The answer! The an-
swer!” reaches the ear from all horizons. Thus it is clear how
difficult the work is, therefore I am excused before the friends
and handmaidens of the Merciful and they will surely look with
fairness, and I have written this detailed letter so that it may
be printed or photographed and a copy given to each of the
loved ones and handmaidens of the Merciful.

O my God, my Beloved, Enchanter of my heart and Hope of
my soul! I beseech Thee in my mornings and evenings, and
supplicate before Thee in my early hours and nightfall, and I
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implore Thee and press my brow to the dust and call upon
Thee with my tongue and my heart, and seek the downpour
from the cloud of Thy mercy of abundant rain for the gardens
of the hearts of the loved ones and drops from the cloud of Thy
mercy for the meadows of the souls of the handmaidens.

O Lord! These have taken shelter in the most impregnable
cave and sought refuge at the vast door of Thy greatest gift
and taken sanctuary at Thy holy threshold, that Thou mayest
make them censers of the fire of Thy love among humanity, and
fountains of the water of life in the highest paradise, and recip-
ients of mysteries from the Concourse on High, and sources of
signs from the Abha Kingdom.

O Lord! These have endured every hardship and suffering, and
were patient through adversity and tribulation, and bore the
gloating of enemies and fell under the claws and talons of fierce
wolves among the opponents and savage beasts among the en-
emies, and were not deterred by the blame of any blamer nor
did their patience fail from the fierce onslaught, but rather they
remained firm in the Covenant and their feet stood fast when
leg was wrapped around leg, and their consciences were pure
and their hearts were clear on the Day of Radiance, and they
stood firm and did not waver when the great calamity befell
and the resurrection of eyes took place and sorrows intensified
and tears flowed and sighs ascended on the Day of Separation.

O Lord! Make them tall trees in the gardens of Thy love and
speaking tongues in Thy remembrance and rising stars from the
horizon of Thy mercy and brilliant rays from the orb of Thy
oneness and beauteous flowers in the garden of Thy mercy, and
preserve them in the cave of Thy protection and shelter and
guard them with the eye of Thy mercy. Verily Thou art the
Generous and verily Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Baha’is of Khuy et al.,
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

i Tabriz

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! No sooner had the Hand
of divine power raised the tabernacle of everlasting glory—the
tabernacle of the oneness of humanity—in the midmost heart
of the world, than He opened wide the portals of supreme
mercy before us all, addressed us in hallowed accents in the
Hidden Words, honoured us with the title of “O My servants”,
associated us with His own Self, and freed us from distress and
fear. He spread wide the banquet table of bounty and issued a
universal invitation. He prepared for us all manner of heavenly
food and bestowed upon us divine favours and heavenly gifts.

He delivered us from every heavy load and relieved us from
every grievous burden. He enjoined upon us only laws, ordi-
nances, and teachings that bestow life to the soul and cause it
to draw nigh unto the Best-Beloved.

His laws all grant liberation rather than restriction; they confer
freedom rather than limitation; they impart joy and radiance
rather than constraint. The laws and ordinances of all former
religions included the waging of holy war, resorting to bows
and arrows, swords and spears, chains and shackles, and the
threatening and beheading of every hostile oppressor.

But in this wondrous Dispensation, the Blessed Beauty hath
delivered the friends from this heavy burden. He abrogated
contention and conflict, and even rejected undue insistence.
He exhorted us instead to “consort with the followers of all
religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship”. He ordained
that we be loving friends and well-wishers of all peoples and
religions, and enjoined upon us to demonstrate the highest
virtues in our dealings with the kindreds of the earth. He
even regarded enemies as friends, and considered strangers as
comrades and intimate companions. What a heavy burden
was all that enmity and rancour, all that recourse to sword
and spear! Conversely, what joy, what gladness is imparted by
loving-kindness!

Now, in gratitude for these infinite bestowals, it behoveth us to
arise to carry out the counsels and admonitions of the Blessed
Beauty, and to act in accordance with His teachings and ordi-
nances. We must strive with heart and soul to drink a brimful
cup of this heavenly wine, that our words, our deeds, and our
conduct may be those of the righteous. We must show forth
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love and kindliness, and demonstrate, through our faith and
sincerity, that we are all servants of His Threshold, and true
and steadfast keepers at His door. We must prove ourselves
Baha’is in reality, and not merely in words.

‘Abdu’l-Baha yearneth to join the friends in servitude to the
Threshold of Baha, but he is abashed and doth sigh, lament,
and repeat this verse by day and by night:

“Before the Friend how can I ever lift my face, Abashed that I
did naught to befit His grace?”

The Glory of Glories rest upon you.
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To: Baha’is of Britain, in London
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Your letter, which
was surely inspired of heaven, hath been received. Its con-
tents were most pleasing, its sentiments arising out of luminous
hearts.

The believers in London are indeed steadfast and true, they
are resolute, they are constant in service; when put to the test,
they do not falter, nor doth their fire abate with the passage
of time; rather, they are Baha’is. They are of heaven, they
are filled with light, they are of God. Without any doubt they
will become the cause of raising high the Word of God, and
advancing the oneness of the world of man; of promoting the
teachings of God, and spreading far and near the equality of
every member of the human race.

It is easy to approach the Kingdom of Heaven, but hard to
stand firm and staunch within it, for the tests are rigorous,
and heavy to bear. But the English remain steadfast under all
conditions, neither at the first sign of trouble do their footsteps
slip. They are not changeable, playing fast and loose with some
project and soon giving it up. They do not, for some trivial
reason, fail in enthusiasm and zeal, their interest gone. No, in
all they do, they are stable, rock-solid and staunch.
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Although ye dwell in western lands, still, praise be to God, ye
did hear His call from out the east and, even as Moses, did
warm your hands at the fire kindled in the Asian Tree. Ye did
find the true path, were lit like unto lamps, and have come
into the Kingdom of God. And now have ye arisen, out of
gratitude for these blessings, and ye are asking God’s help for
all the peoples of the earth, that their eyes as well may behold
the splendors of the Abha Realm, and their hearts, even as
mirrors, reflect the bright rays of the Sun of Truth.

It is my hope that the breaths of the Holy Spirit will so be
breathed into your hearts that your tongues will disclose the
mysteries, and set forth and expound the inner meanings of
the Holy Books; that the friends will become physicians, and
will, through the potent medicine of the heavenly Teachings,
heal the long-standing diseases that afflict the body of this
world; that they will make the blind to see, the deaf to hear,
the dead to come alive; that they will awaken those who are
sound asleep.

Rest ye assured that the confirmations of the Holy Spirit will
descend upon you, and that the armies of the Abha Kingdom
will grant you the victory.
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AB01422

To: Pari Jan Shahidpur, in Nayriz
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O cherished memento of two glorious martyrs! In truth,
throughout your life you never found rest, never found peace
and tranquility, never experienced joy and happiness. Rather,
you were caught in the snare of calamity and bound in chains
of cruelty until you saw your noble father rolling in dust
and blood, and found your beloved companion dismembered
at love’s altar of sacrifice. Your home was plundered and
pillaged, and you witnessed successive waves of tribulation.
Despite this, you did not falter nor utter hidden sighs, but
found solace for your weeping eyes and burning heart in the
favors and bounties of the All-Merciful Lord.
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2 In brief, you tasted every bitter cup and saw every affliction
until you became accepted and drew near to the threshold of
the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones. Although the tribulations were severe and calamities
like a flood, since they were in God’s path and you became the
target of these most grievous trials in your love for the Most
Great Name, they are worthy of gratitude and deserve contem-
plation and remembrance, warranting praise and glorification
of the Peerless Lord that you were singled out for such grace
and bounty and were confirmed and assisted with such favor.

Days pass, whether more bitter than poison or sweeter than
honey and sugar - both pass away. But the difference lies in
that during your lifetime you saw stings not honey in God’s
path, cruelty not fidelity, tribulations not gifts, bore afflictions
not endless comfort and bounty. There is a famous saying:
“At dawn the people praise night travel,” meaning when morn-
ing comes, the caravan becomes grateful for the arduous night
journey.

Through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty, it is hoped
that Mulla Aga Baba will be like his father, and Fatimih Nura
will follow the way and conduct of Khadijih Kubra. I will pray
for both that they may be confirmed and assisted in what befits
and is worthy of the descendants of martyrs. Please convey my
most glorious greetings to Mirza Hasan, noble descendant of
Aga Mirza Ahmad Ali Nayrizi. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

Ao G i 2 8 Cuil a2
J)Lf Jla ol?)a BL) ﬁb G (ehre
x5 ey g Al 4=V
do b Cavan 5 0y O3 MW L e
~ St 3 s om GOk o) s> O U
ﬁﬂ obla L;.g;f ('.AJ‘ Nl Sy (,Ja'.ﬁ\
s A g s SH a5
Gpy s b 02 § 0% O e
a s B Gl it s Bl oolass
=8
ERTHININS A SIC T g el -
Sl Oyl Ly 5,5 55 8 K 4
G B e oo s el s 5
G428 L,y by & s L Ay &6 s
M;C)b&&;;fdﬁuhwhwdd
rﬂ‘ﬁé:«;”-\i&)w Ctlin 5 (g
Sand ) M e O LB g

535 g 05t Sy
Sl Ol Aol STHbe e Sl 5 b )
“acblby Atk oy O g LWL BTl Ol &
S S et S L‘{:))J"T));
s oY 2Ll el les g n 5= 5o 4l
BN RS AR PRUNTR MR
At 1y e LS\J.:L?‘_}:J.«WU# ol
P el gl S e 551 s e

@Yol e 5 251
NYR#127
AKHT2.049, AHB_121BE #11-12 p.401,
LMA2.420, MSHR1.055x, MLK.107,
NYMG.192, NYR#127
AB01509

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O dear friend! Thy letter hath arrived and its tidings of unity
and endeavor on behalf of the friends in Great Britain were a
cause of great joy. The believers in the West must constantly
strive for harmony and concord and be a source of affection and
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love to everyone they encounter. They must continually raise
the call of entrance into the Abha Kingdom, for the ideals of
world peace, international cooperation, the oneness of human-
ity and spiritual equality are impossible without admission into
the Kingdom of God. By the power of the Word of God, the
Blessed Beauty hath opened wide this door before the faces of
mankind. Therefore, every believer who arises with the call
to the Kingdom of God will find the doors of victory opened
before him. Praise be to God, the London assembly is radiant
and the believers are exerting the utmost effort. I have likewise
implored and entreated the Abha Kingdom that the London
believers may be the recipients of divine assistance and with
celestial strength, heavenly confirmations, spiritual attraction
and divine inspiration, may guide mankind unto the truth.

It is my hope that you may consult with Mr. Cuthbert and
compose some writings with the intent of teaching the Jewish
people. During the course of Lord Curzon’s service as Viceroy
of India he wrote an article regarding this matter. If possible,
please assemble the translations of the tablets of Tajalliyat,
Kalimat, Ishragat, Bisharat and Tarazat along with transla-
tions of some of my detailed letters regarding the oneness of
mankind and the unity of the East and West and send them
to Lord Curzon along with the original-language texts. Oth-
erwise, please translate some of Lord Curzon’s talks regarding
the unity of the East and West into Persian and send them to
me so that by these means I may communicate with him.

A selection of the Holy Writings was recently sent to Mr. Drey-
fus who presented them to the British Library. Kindly ask Mr.
Dreyfus for the details of his visit and send me a letter contain-
ing his account. I have also enclosed a response to the letter
of the English friends. Please deliver it to them along with a
translation.
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To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received and
from its subtle meanings, spiritual emotions overflowed from
the heart. Indeed, the letters of those pure souls bring joy,
spirit and fragrance, for they express humility, supplication
and lowliness before the Kingdom of Mysteries. Through the
grace of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones, I beseech that He may ever assist the friends in
Qazvin with the outpouring of the manifest light. Indeed they
are steadfast, firm, resolute and eloquent. I beseech God to
make them signs of guidance among the people and standards
of the Supreme Concourse in this primary world.

Jinab-i-Agqa Mirza Musa of Kalih-Darih and Jinab-i-Aqa
Qasim of Ishtihard have permission to attain the presence, but
in the coming winter, as these regions are very hot in these
days. Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Munir and Aga Mirza Abdullah spent
some time in these regions and returned in a state of utmost
enthusiasm and attraction. The journey of Jinab-i-Haji Va'iz
and Jinab-i-Haji Nazar-‘Ali, accompanied by Jinab-i-Hakim
Karim, to Mazandaran is very favorable. I pray to God that
they may become manifestations of the confirmations of the
All-Merciful and illuminate that beloved homeland with the
light of splendor.

3 As for the matter of the Star of the West falling into the hands
of strangers in Rasht - there was wisdom in this and it will have
its effects. The journalists were mistaken - Baha’i publications
have encompassed the world, not just Iran. The mockery and
nonsense of the journalists will cause their own disgrace, for
they should loose their tongues in thanksgiving that, praise
be to God, Iran has gained such influence in America that

publications like the Star of the West have been established.

This is cause for gratitude, not complaint, and brings honor to
Iran and Iranians, not humiliation. What is wrong with these
people that they can hardly understand any discourse?

Convey the Most Glorious Abha greetings to each and every
one of the divine friends. In brief, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in utmost
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To: Nayrizi, Mashhadi Zaynu’l-Abidin father of Fadlullah et al.
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O relatives of Jinab-i-Fadlu’llah! In this tempest of conflict and =~ 0bgb o s A bz Ol Olsuie (o
corruption, and the agitation of the antagonistic people, and ¢ 5 sle Jal Olbea 5 sld 5 s
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no fruit, no yield or produce, and no wage or recompense -
rather, loss upon loss and despair and ruin. But although
the divine loved ones endured physical troubles and hardships . .
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of tyranny and enmity, in reality that was the honey of the fa-
vors of the All-Merciful Lord. If they experienced abasement,
that was eternal glory. Thus that death was life, and that de-
struction was salvation. “Think not of those who are slain in
God’s way as dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance in
the presence of their Lord.”
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To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and news of the unity, harmony, spirituality and illumination
of the Spiritual Assembly brought the utmost joy and gladness.
Likewise regarding the establishment of the girls’ school - these
matters are of the greatest importance. God willing, teachers,
both men and women, will soon arrive from America. The
utmost effort must be exerted so that every soul who comes
from the Western regions to the East experiences the utmost
joy and happiness and becomes grateful and pleased with the
divine friends.

If the Spiritual Assembly attains complete coherence, connec-
tion, blending and integration, it will succeed in mighty un-
dertakings, the signs of divine confirmations will become man-
ifest and apparent, the lights of sanctity will shine forth, and
the power of the Holy Spirit’s confirmation will become visible
and evident. This unity will be displayed when each member
becomes the embodiment of the words of the Hidden Words
and their meanings become personified and portrayed in souls.
Then observe what confirmation and success there will be!

Similarly, regarding the general situation, consider that since
the proper foundation of love and oneness that should exist
among the friends in Tehran has not been established, the
Yahyais have seized the opportunity and through various tricks
and deceptions are secretly stealing from this water reservoir,
as you say, while the friends are completely unaware. How-
ever, the situation should be the reverse. The Yahyais’ ulti-
mate hope and desire is to turn a single Baha’i away from
the straight path and true way, and in this aim they have

Sy, Jas i»jb} 5 gy 5 Bl
G 3 35 Jeole s s b Sl
ol bt el ) Ol Fa e Wi" B
K‘,/‘)\ 4,:\’.5} ;” g_,:‘,tl.lﬁ 433‘:——\;:3\ é)‘.\
A8 55 Jyde b clie gl 5t
s oh S M A o Ol ) b
335 35h g 5 058 (A OLLO s Al 5y

5 Rl s Blly el SV Gy Jas
S 555 Gy aadis sl AL pb i
AT g 5 5pt KT, sl Aol
Olbe 5 25de o ) b fog 5 ak
é;:,-,wfjgu o By Sy (A 5 355
Ao 5 355 458K DU Fohte olnl )
i 351 555 )y et 8 3 of

s e s ol kb ar § 08
§ Ll S ppf g O i
S 5 il Ly 0lgb 0Lk Obe 07
ke 1db 5,1 W% Al 5 al Sl
A5 g s e plsl s No R o
(R OLL s Lo (o & djp LT
S b A & J ) iy e
Sl A8 505 Ul Lz 1 Lele sl
3Rl et @ F e s ot b o1

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 91


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA3/swa3-139.html

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

AB02659

complete agreement and unity. The choice now lies with the
friends. The Nineteen Day Feast should be carried out with
the utmost effort among all, and since this feast is among the
friends, conclusive proofs should be presented regarding the fol-
lowers of the Bayan so that uninformed beginners may become
informed.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aqga Ali Ata Hamadani
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O servant of the Greatest Name! Your letter was received and
read with utmost care. What you had wished for has come
to pass. Praise be to God, through the grace and favor of the
Blessed Beauty, the ailments that had afflicted me have passed
away. You had wished that these ailments would leave me and
transfer to you. Now by God’s grace they have passed away
but did not transfer to you, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s utmost desire
is that in all respects he be sacrificed for the friends, not that
the friends be sacrificed for him. If given the choice between an
affliction befalling a friend or befalling myself, I would certainly
choose the latter option and be happy and content with it. In
brief, praise be to God, in perfect health I am passing my days
in the realm of Joseph of Canaan, engaged in servitude at the
Sacred Threshold.

As for your dream, the meaning of the first command “wash
and then touch” is that you must wash yourself in the spring
of Job, and in the Qur’an it says “Here is a cool spring for
washing and drinking,” meaning free yourself from the human
world and through ablution in the spring of eternal life become
pure and cleansed of all defilements. Then put your hand to
the work of true alchemy and engage with the divine elixir. I
hope that you will conduct yourself according to divine good-
pleasure and the teachings of the Blessed Beauty - this is the
greatest elixir.
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You had sought permission to come into the presence, but wis-
dom does not permit it at this time as these regions are very
hot in these days.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O son-in-law of His Holiness Salman! Your letter was received.
Do you have any idea to what degree ‘Abdu’l-Baha is immersed
in an ocean of occupations, difficulties and concerns? Neverthe-
less, due to the abundance of love, He is compelled to respond
and fulfill your request.

His honor, the respected one close to the court of the Greatest
Name, Jenab-i-Vagzir, is truly a sign of guidance and successful
in service and servitude to the Beauty of Abha, and is a partner
and associate of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I am very pleased with him.

Praise be to God, Isfahan has come to a boil - that coldness
and lethargy has disappeared and flame and warmth have been
produced. Through the favors of the One whose kindnesses
are hidden, it is hoped that day by day this flame will become
brighter and this warmth of the love of God more intense.

Convey utmost kindness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Aminul-
lah, Qudsiyyih Khanum, Tuba Khanum and Munirih Khanum,
and tell them to study according to the existing established
systems and rules in schools. God willing, whenever there is
an opportunity, something will be written about this matter.
Now there is absolutely no respite.

Indeed, in Isfahan the establishment of a school for Baha’i chil-
dren is obligatory and essential. If the divine friends would
make an effort in this matter, it would be a cause of attain-
ing the good-pleasure of the All-Merciful Lord. When children
study in other schools to acquire knowledge and skills, they be-
come of the same disposition and character as the ill-mannered
ones.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Mavaddat, Fadlullah son of Abdur-Rahim, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O seeker of knowledge and understanding! Your letter was re-
ceived and brought a smile upon reading it, as you hoped for
greetings and messages and expected the effects of my pen. I
too have fulfilled your request and acted according to your wish
that, God willing, you will exert the utmost effort in acquir-
ing sciences and arts so that you may become distinguished
among students for intelligence, acumen, wisdom, understand-
ing, knowledge and insight, and become deserving of the favors
of the Self-Sufficient Lord. For in this wondrous Dispensation,
after the recognition of the exalted Truth, the greatest excel-
lence of the human world is the acquisition of material and
literary sciences and arts. Therefore, the loved ones of God
must strive diligently in their studies.

But the greatest foundation of learning is the improvement
of character. When this is achieved, you will become zealous
and courageous in acquiring sciences and arts, and will speak
English with perfect eloquence and fluency, even delivering elo-
quent and fluent speeches in public gatherings.

Convey the most wonderful and glorious greetings to Jinab-
i-Aga ‘Inayatu’llah, Aga Nasru’llah, Aqa Hidayatu’llah and
Amatu’llah Diya’iyyih. And tell Jinab-i-Mirza Habibu’llah
Sangsari on my behalf that I too hope that you will ac-
quire knowledge and serve in the path of the Ever-Living,
Self-Subsisting One.
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To: Valiyullah Varqa, in Tihran

Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

Thy letter was received. Thy intense supplication and great
entreaty caused me to implore and beseech at the threshold of
the Ancient Lord. I prayed for a wondrous confirmation that
thou mayest remain safe and protected from the dangers of self
and passion under the shelter of the protection and aid of the
Greatest Name, that thou mayest receive a portion from the
ocean of sanctification, soar in the atmosphere of detachment,
be freed from every attachment, and find liberation from every
defilement. My hope is that thou mayest become an embodied
spirit, a personified light, become heavenly, divine, merciful
and illumined.

If it becomes possible for thee to be appointed to a position in
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, this would be most appropriate,
and through this means thou couldst arise to serve the Cause
and teach some of the people in foreign circles.

Thou hadst written that the Assembly for East-West Rela-
tions is making the utmost effort in organizing and arranging
the school. This news brought great joy. The Assembly for
Relations will be confirmed and assisted through the hidden
favors of the Lord God. Likewise, God willing, through the
endeavors of the friends, the girls’ school will become like the
boys’ school, and God willing, they will send teachers, both
male and female, from America.

5 Convey to His Honor ‘Aziz ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my brother, the Most
Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03800

To: Agqa Muhammad Tagi et al., in Avarzaman
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O divine friends! Praise be to God that the drops from the
cloud of guidance have adorned the earth of souls with flowers
and fragrant herbs of bounty, and the rays of the Sun of Truth

have lit the lamp of guidance in the night-chamber of hearts.

The breeze from the rose-garden of inner meanings has wafted
and bestowed fresh life upon soul and conscience. The dead
heart was brought to life, the sightless eye was made to see,
and the deaf ear was made to hear. The tied tongue became
an eloquent speaker.

This was purely through the bounty of the Lord and the favor
of the Creator. Otherwise, what capacity and aptitude did
we possess, and what receptivity and worthiness? “This is of
God’s grace, which He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth,
and God is the Lord of great bounty.”

Now those luminous lamps must light the extinguished lights
and bring the dead souls into enthusiasm and excitement, for
one lamp can cause a thousand lamps to be lit. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory!

DAS.1914-10-26x

AB03714

To: Salar, in Iran
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O Salar of the company of the righteous! From the sweetness
of the meanings in your letter, my soul and conscience were
delighted, for it was clear evidence of your steadfastness and
firmness in the matter of the Great Announcement. I hope that
you, being from Nur, will become a brilliant lamp, deriving
light from the Sun of Truth, becoming privy to mysteries and
a source of divine traces, causing the spirit and delight of this
party of the Lord.

The family of the late Zaki Khan had a great intimacy and
ancient fellowship with the Blessed Beauty. The late Mirza
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Mahdi and the late Abbas-Quli Khan had the utmost love for
the Blessed Beauty. During the days of His dismissal and afflic-
tion, they were in His blessed presence day and night. There
are many details, but in brief, those blessed favors to the family
of the late Zaki Khan will surely have great effects.

I have the utmost attachment to all the people of Nur, and
I pray for heavenly confirmation, divine success, eternal glory
and everlasting bounty for them, because the nobles and dig-
nitaries of Nur were all connected to the Most Holy Court in
the days of Tehran, and also being from the same hometown,
therefore I have extraordinary attachment to the people of Nur.

If possible, proceed with the utmost joy and delight to the path
of the Friend - you have permission for attaining the presence,
and upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03818

To: Shirazi, Husayn Ali (Bandar Abbas) et al.
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was read with the
utmost joy and delight. Praise be to God, its meanings were
from the confirmations of the breathings of the Holy Spirit,
and its contents expressed faith and certitude and firmness
and steadfastness in the Cause of the All-Merciful. O what
joy! O what bliss! O what glad tidings for those souls who in
this luminous century of the Most Great Name and Merciful
age of the Blessed Beauty have become, like pure niches and
luminous crystal, light upon light through the confirmations
of the Lord of the dawning, from the lamp of morn. They
adorn the feast of intimacy and raise such a melody in praise
and glorification of the Lord of the Kingdom that it delights
the ears of the dwellers of the sanctuaries of the Kingdom and
brings forth from the realm of the Divine Presence the praise
“Blessed are ye! Again blessed are ye!”

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Though I am in the clime of Joseph
of Canaan, yet in spirit and heart I am the intimate companion
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and confidant of the spiritual friends, and I know with absolute
certainty that that gathering is illumined by the lights of the
Abha Kingdom and draws bounty from the infinite outpourings
of the Most Great Name. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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AB04124

To: Baha’is of Namiq et al., in Hisar
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O true friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although the suffering, tribu-
lation, injury, cruelty, persecution, and injustice inflicted by
the enemies is relentless, nevertheless, praise be unto God, the
friends there have shown forth steadfastness, fortitude, and
long-suffering, nay even thankfulness. They are firm like unto
an immovable mountain, and violent gales and hurricanes do
not alarm or dismay them in the least. They have proved be-
yond doubt that they are true Baha’is, sincere friends, and
souls resolute in the religion of God.

O would that all the friends were like this, evincing such pa-
tience, calm, and imperturbability! Praise be to God that ye
have carried off the ball of victory and success in this arena,
and made manifest the power of faith and certitude. As a re-
sult of this, rest assured that the light of truth will shine forth
in that country with such brilliance that the gloom of error
will be annihilated and destroyed. This is possible through
the blessing derived from the fortitude and long-suffering of
the friends in times of adversity. Wherefore, give thanks unto
God inasmuch as He hath made you exemplars unto His loved
ones. And in you is an excellent example for them to follow in
the path of God.

Be not disconsolate and heartbroken should calamities befall
you in the path of God. Rather, prepare a banquet of happiness
and arrange a festival of joy and delight. The glory of glories
rest upon you.
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AB03999

To: Najafabadi, Asadullah et al.
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O two servants of the Threshold of Truth!

According to what has been heard, the Christians intend, when-
ever they find opportunity and means, to establish a school in
Najafabad and teach the children. Although they teach mod-
ern sciences, they completely transform the morals of the chil-
dren to such a degree that they rise up in opposition to their
parents, disapprove of their father and mother, and look upon
them with contempt, as has been experienced. Whereas the de-
velopment of good character and refinement of morals is more
important than the acquisition of sciences.

The acquisition of sciences and arts, after faith and certitude,
is among the greatest virtues of the human world, but on condi-
tion that the pursuit of knowledge be coupled with refinement
of character and inspiration from the light of divine effulgence.

Therefore, the friends of God in Najafabad must make bound-
less effort so that a Baha’i school may be quickly established,
so that there will be no need for other schools and the Chris-
tians’ hidden purposes in that region may not be achieved.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04635

To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O friend of love! Your eloquent and articulate poems were
noted. Like the spring season, they contained novel meanings.
This lyric was a flower garden, and the flowers and fragrant
plants of truth and mysteries were radiating with the utmost
delicacy and freshness.
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2 But my hope is that day by day your flowing nature will
progress until your talent becomes clear divine inspiration, and
virgin meanings and fresh themes appear with utmost sweet-
ness. Human nature is more affected by poetry than prose.
Poems have a different influence, and odes and lyrics have an-
other radiance.

3 I hope that you will progress to such a degree that you will
surpass the poets of old and acquire complete mastery in all
forms of poetry, becoming a nightingale of meanings and a
dove in the divine garden. May you raise high the song of
sanctification and cause the melodies of unity to reach the ears
of the people of East and West.

Convey to your esteemed father, and likewise to your respected
mother and other relatives, the Most Glorious and Most Won-
derful greetings on my behalf. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB05353

To: Surush Bahram Farsi
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O longtime friend! Your letter was received. The meanings of
love and affection were evident, as was knowledge and recogni-
tion of the Lord and faith and certitude in the manifestation
of the Sun of Truth. Therefore, its reading brought joy.

The heavenly bounty has encompassed the Persian friends and
the radiance of the sun of the supreme realm has shone upon
their faces and characters. These dear people are near to the
threshold of the Lord and will progress day by day until they
make up for the thousand years of humiliation and hardship.
This is the great glad tidings that is given to you.

Therefore be very hopeful and happy and joyful, and convey
my utmost love and kindness to the faithful sovereign. And
purely due to your request, a brief letter to them was also

written. And convey my utmost attachment and sincerity to
His Holiness Andalib.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05660

To: Aga Javanmard et al., in Bombay
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O two faithful servants of the Blessed Beauty!

2 Your letter was received, but after Jinab-i-Jamshid Darab,
Jinab-i-Shapurji Morris and Jinab-i-Framorz Arya arrived.
The utmost love and kindness was shown to them. They
stayed here one night as guests and departed for Iran the sec-
ond day. They became very pleased and happy. Instructions
regarding them were written to Iran. They will observe the
utmost consideration and will be content and pleased. Be
assured.

There is no harm if the letters that ‘Abdu’l-Baha wrote to the
Parsis are translated into Gujarati and given to some of the
Parsis, but the names should be written down.

As for the meaning of Esfandiar’s two eyes that were blinded
by Rostam’s arrow - that refers to insight, not physical sight.

Upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abbas.
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To: Mirza Ibrahim Khan et al.
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O two candles lit with the love of God! Praise be to God that
the veils of glory have been removed and the curtain has been
rent due to the dominance of the mystery, and the imaginary
has been erased and the known has become clear. The lights
of the dawn of divine unity have shone forth and the darkness
of vain imaginings has been erased and destroyed. The verses
of guidance have been chanted and the meanings of revelation
have been interpreted.

The learned and the scholars have become examples of “Have
you not seen how they wander distracted in every valley?” For
they counted themselves as knowing and others as ignorant.

Praise be to God that those without portion have received their
share and those far off have drawn near, and those deprived
have become privy to the mystery. The poor have found the
flowing treasure and the proud scholars have been abandoned
and overthrown, while the supplicants who were far off have
received abundant grace. This is why He says: “This is from
God’s grace which He bestows on whom He wishes and He
singles out for His mercy whom He pleases.”

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

CuiS & ak) Js\c,;;u:;,}\@ﬁ,; &l
L S I Sl
) a3 pdall 2 ppadl 2y aof
350 5 = plasl @3B 5 Uk s A5 e
Ji Gles 5 2 Ja7 b S aof

w5 Jul“

s\;i{é#\j&id\-&m%;w‘
L OISs 5 bls 1y it Ly aiaS Osene

N> pedae Olsb
O 5 485 iy o Olipiy i A4
M )\) ps'- dlﬂ_’f 9 N é.ﬁj
sape sl s disag Ol =K Ol
U e O 5 N 0 Se  Jydz
o SIS Aeie § il aBl

O A M",)¢h¢w¢;}.4§\‘_}:&§
el

T e

MMEK6#021, AADA.044

AB06122

To: Husayn Khan (Isfahan) et al.
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O students of the school! Praise be to God that in the exami-
nation you demonstrated your good capacity and capability.

Baha’i children must excel other children in the acquisition of
sciences and arts, for they are the recipients of the glance of
favor. Whatever other children learn in the course of one year,
the tender plants of the paradise of recognition - the Baha’i
children - must learn in one month.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Obazal 55 & 1) lis A Olads Joel (gl
a5t Ol 5 s Sl y sliazal e
S ogs s pde Joad s b Gl JUb)
Al b J et |y a2l ke Jlabl Sl
Ll ad LS oo s Ko Jlibl ol
o5 4l Gl 068 ok e i OVLzoyl
w8 Joad o s

102


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=19
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/831.pdf#page=51

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

ABO7681

The heartfelt desire of the kind ‘Abdu’l-Baha is that each of
the Baha’i youth become renowned throughout all regions in
knowledge and wisdom, and they will certainly exert their ut-
most effort, endeavor and zeal in acquiring sciences and arts.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07681

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyanduab

Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O ancient friend! Your letter was received wherein you com-
plained about delay in replying. O spiritual companion! Re-
fer to your file of papers and make a fair count - you will
observe that you possess an entire book of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s let-
ters. Surely you will open your tongue in thanksgiving, saying
“Praise be to God that all these letters were written and in-
scribed for me.” O dear friend! If you were present and could
observe the ocean of correspondence from East and West, you
would certainly be content with receiving even a single word
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha in your lifetime. But you view the fire from
afar. Nevertheless, in compliance with the wish of that kind
friend, this letter is being written in reply, that he may know
how greatly this troubled heart is stirred with love for that
kind friend....
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ABO08337

To: Brother of Karbala’i Ghulam et al., in Aghchih Dizaj
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O spiritual friends! Abdul-Baha’s honored martyred brother,
his honor Husayn, has written a new letter...

The days of listlessness have passed, the times of obscurity have
ended, and the period of inertia has come to a close. The time
has come for the fire of the Burning Self to blaze forth, for the
promised rose to spring forth, and for the pledged bounty to
be manifested. Let the divine friends arise in joy and delight,
seeking expansion and rapture. Let them kindle the fire of
love and burn away the veils of people’s doubts. Let them
open eloquent tongues and demonstrate compelling proofs. Let
them breathe the breath of life and be confirmed with the
inspirations of the Holy Spirit. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB09056

To: Farsi, Jamshid Khudadad et al., in Bombay
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

Your letter was received, but from reading it you yourselves
know what state it produced in this heart and soul. Therefore
I shall write nothing, but rather leave the unveiling of these
mysteries to your own pure hearts and radiant minds.

Therefore, make an effort that fellowship may be established
among you, for this would be the cause of joy and gladness to
the heart and soul of ‘Abdu’l-Baha; otherwise He shall remain
grief-stricken and sorrowful.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Musa Khatib, in Tabriz

Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O distinguished orator! The eloquent poetry, the fluent verse, ki 4 = (.Jau B CL A M s )

and the magnificent utterance which thou hadst composed
were read aloud. Say not “poetry” - it was flowing water! Say
not “verse” - it was a feast of truths and meanings!

From the creative faculty and clear inspiration of the distin-
guished orator, the desire is that novel meanings may flow forth
in praise and glorification of the Ancient Lord, the Most Great
Name - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - so that
the friends may chant them with a pleasing melody and the
ears of the people of Baha, especially ‘Abdu’l-Baha, may be
delighted and stirred thereby.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09328

To: Baha’is of Bijar et al., in Garus
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

The regions of the world, cities and villages in the East and
West are encompassed by the darkness of ignorance and rebel-
lion - the darkness of unknowing, the darkness of pride, the
darkness of self and desire have combined. These triple dark-
nesses, layer upon layer, have formed, leaving souls bewildered,
wandering, and drowning in the sea of heedlessness and forget-
fulness. But any city wherein the light of guidance has shone
forth, where the protection of divine favor has arrived, and
where the verses of unity have been chanted - such cities be-
come illumined. Even if a small village attains to this mighty
grace, it becomes a great city....
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To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Kirman
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! News of thine arrival in
Kirman reached us and thy letter was perused...

...all of Iran is in need of education. Until now no significant
enlightened souls have appeared in the assemblies of Iran, and
if there be any, “the rare is as the non-existent.” However, it
is understood that in those regions there exist intelligent and
capable youth who, if educated in human perfections, would
become the cause of Iran’s and Iranians’ eternal glory....
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AB09846

To: Siyyid Hashim son of Ali Naqi, in Qazvin
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O thou servant of the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty!

Thy letter was received. Due to the press of work and occupa-
tion, a brief reply is being written. We beseech the favors of
the Horizon of Reality and the Luminary of the All-Merciful
that the ultimate hopes and desires of that spiritual friend may
be fulfilled in both worlds, and that thou mayest be assisted
to serve the Beloved of all horizons.

Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to the supplicat-
ing leaf, thy mother.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Yiznik Markar Hatzagurtsiyan, in Rasht
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O essence of the Christians! Your letter was received. In- azadl3 s, W& fasl Olowwns 2o (!
deed, it is as you had written. Children must be educated and  p3¥ O3Mib (535 025 3 § ol Ol
taught, attain joy and delight, and seek progress and success. FEE: S (‘l’“ PR S o

Therefore, a letter regarding these children is being written.
Send it to Tehran, and whatever response comes from there,
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AB10555

To: Mrs P K Dealy, in Paris
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

The world is mortal. In one instant it will pass away; but the
principle of ease and tranquillity is the soul which is in the
eternal world. Real life is the life of the spirit, while the body
has to die when its light has come to an end. Therefore, of
what importance is it?...

SW__v07#16 p.151x

AB11354

To: Members of Tarbiyat School, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr ca.

O company of the righteous! The essence of the noble Ar- Kl Ol )~ *aslyl a1
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from the Kingdom of Light and for some time hath remained
steadfast and firm with the utmost constancy...
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AHB__126BE #03-04 p.087x

AB00591

To: Spiritual Assembly of Marv et al., in Qahgaha (Ginburg)
Date: 1911-Apr-02

O my God, sanctified and exalted art Thou, O my Lord! The
thoughts of those who possess the mysteries, from the highest
ranks of the dawning-places of light among created things, can-
not comprehend Thee. The essence of Thy Being is too sanc-
tified for the jewels of the mystics, from the mightiest band
among contingent things, to know Thee. Whatever the most
accomplished mystics conceive, from the highest perceptions
among created things, is but a sign established in the realm
of mind and intellect, and a mental reality encompassed by
the understanding of the Manifestations of Thy signs within
the sphere of knowledge. I have no path nor proof to a real-
ity detached from consciousness, and have naught save to turn
to the Center of Thy signs, the Dawning-Place of Thy lights,
the Center of Thy traces, and the Recipient of Thy revelation
and inspiration. I cry out to Him as the sick one cries to the
glorious Physician, and take refuge in Him as the abased one
takes refuge in the Mighty, the Powerful, the Ever-Living, the
Ancient.

And T say: My spirit be a sacrifice for Thee, O Light shining
from the Most Glorious Horizon! My soul be a sacrifice for
Thee, O Sun dawning from the Most Exalted Horizon! Aid
me and aid Thy sincere servants through Thy great favor in
all regions, grant bounty and pardon wrongdoing, remove the
veil from the eyes of the people of passion, guide to the right
path all who have gone astray and erred, take not to task those
among Thy wretched servants who have transgressed and re-
belled, but treat them with grace and beneficence and forgive-
ness of sins. Remind them of the days of God and deliver them
from the abyss of forgetfulness. Verily Thou art the Generous,
verily Thou art the Great, verily Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Most Compassionate.
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O divine friends and whales in the infinite ocean! For some
time now I have been passing my days in the land of Canaan
in remembrance of God and thoughts of true friends, occupied
night and day in humble supplication at the threshold of the
Divine Unity, seeking merciful outpourings and heavenly con-
firmations for those illumined loved ones, that all may become
aware of the greatness of this cycle, the glory of this age, the
radiance of this century and the mercifulness of this era. May
they seize upon this vast arena and count this mighty time as
an opportunity, and arise to that which causes the elevation
of the human world, the glory of illumined realities, the en-
lightenment of East and West, and progress and attainment to
spiritual and material perfections, so that the escort of grace
may arrive, eternal bounty may unveil its face, the sea of favors
may surge, and the pearls of inner meanings may shine forth
from the shells of human hearts with utmost brilliance.

These are the springtime days and the age of the Blessed
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His servants. This
wondrous spring is in utmost delicacy, the Sun of Truth is in
utmost radiance behind the clouds of glory, the vernal clouds
are in fullest downpour, the soul-refreshing breeze from the
Abha Paradise is blowing and passing, the heavenly and earthly
powers are manifesting and appearing, the breaths of the Holy
Spirit are evident and witnessed, and the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse are successively descending and passing by. In such
a blessed age, not a minute should be spent in rest, nor a
breath taken in silence and quiet. The divine friends must
each take a lamp in hand with utmost love and kindness - that
is, shine forth with illumined character and merciful attributes
and successively dispel the darkness. If we arise according
to the teachings of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a
sacrifice for the dust of His resting place, then with absolute
certainty in a brief time the face of the earth will become the
supreme paradise. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

What you had contributed for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Amer-
ica was received and sent.

He is God

Verbally a mention was made regarding a matter of confine-
ment to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Munir. This is according to the
universal wisdom. Carry it out.
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AB09831

To: Louise S Bosch, in Malden, MA
Date: 1911-Apr-07

...Thou hast written that the friends of Boston and Malden are
extremely happy about my eventual coming to America, and
that this news has become the means of spreading the procla-
mation of the Kingdom in those regions. Abdu’l-Baha has the
utmost desire of meeting the friends of God and of conversing
with the maid-servants of the Merciful. But America must get
ready for his visit, the earth must be prepared when the clouds
bring the rain to profit by their mercy. My hope is that such
a preparation will be obtained....
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AB01562

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr-09

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your recent letter was re-
ceived, and joy was obtained from your conversation with two
respected persons. We supplicate and implore at the Thresh-
old of God on behalf of Iran and the respected leaders of the
Iranians, that God may provide a remedy. This weak body
of Iran has developed chronic illnesses. Ordinary physicians
cannot cure it. The skilled Physician is the All-Merciful Lord,
until He bestows the supreme remedy and grants the divine
elixir. There is no other solution. I hope that this sick body
will find healing from the Glorious Lord, and that the diseases
and symptoms will be alleviated and heavenly means will be
provided.

The future of Iran is of the utmost greatness, majesty and glory,
for it is the native land of the Blessed Beauty. All the nations
of the earth will regard that land with the highest esteem. Be
assured that it will evince such progress as to dazzle the eyes
of the mighty and the learned throughout the world. This is a
most great tidings, which He imparteth unto whomsoever He
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willeth. This is a promise that will not prove untrue, as ye
shall erelong come to know.

Regarding Mirza Habibullah, he will certainly exert his utmost
effort. If you happen to meet those two respected persons with
whom you conversed, convey to them that we pray for them
and strive for whatever causes the eternal glory of Iran and
the Iranians. Convey my utmost kindness to your brother and
tell him that in whatever government department he becomes
employed, he should not rest day or night but rather serve the
government and nation, demonstrate the utmost truthfulness,
honesty, trustworthiness, purity and nobility, be content with
his salary however small it may be, and be free and sancti-
fied from all defilement - so that it may become evident that
the Baha’is are heavenly angels who have no desire except ser-
vice to humanity, especially to their homeland. These counsels
should become the guide for all Baha'’is who are appointed to
any service or position. The receipt for what you had sent was
dispatched some days ago. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1911-Apr-09

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter dated April 9,
1911 arrived. Praise be to God, it was a clear proof of the power
of the Cause of God and fresh glad tidings of the exaltation
of the Word of God. It is certain that the manifest light will
spread in that region. Therefore you must strive with all your
being to become the cause of its spread.

Convey my most glorious and sublime greetings and utmost
longing to Mr. Cuthbert. His testimony was noted - its con-
tents were most wondrous and will surely have a great effect.
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ABU2898

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-10 in Eqypt

There are four classes of people. The first is those who have
accepted the teachings and occupy themselves spreading the
Glad Tidings. The second is those who are good believers, but
make no effort to guide others. The third is those who have
heard the Message of the Kingdom but have not accepted it.
The fourth is those who have not yet heard of this Revelation.

As to the contention of those who deny and oppose, you have
already had experience enough to know what this means.

AHV.009, BLO__PN#045

ABU3354

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-10 in Egypt

Question: “Does the Baha’i prohibition of gambling and lot-
teries forbid games of every description?”

Answer: “No, some games are innocent, and if pursued for pas-
time there is no harm. But there is danger that pastime may
degenerate into waste of time. Waste of time is not acceptable
in the Cause of God. But recreation which may improve the
bodily powers, as exercise, is desirable.”

SW_ v08#02 p.025-026x, AHV.009, BLO_ PN#045
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Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-10 in Egypt

What should the colored race do to improve its material and
spiritual condition?

“The best thing for it is to accept these teachings. In this way
they will gain the confidence of the whites and differences will
fade. The Baha’i teachings reveal the means of both material
and spiritual progress.”

AHV.010, BLO__PN#045

ABU2395

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-11 in Egypt

[He was questioned concerning a theory advanced that the
American Indians, who worship the Great Spirit, are the same
as the ten lost Tribes of Israel.]

“This theory is not true. But in very ancient times Asia led
all the continents in civilization. At this time there was a con-
nection between Asia and America which was lost and entirely
forgotten.

As to the belief of the American Indians in the Great Spirit,
this is explained by the fact that worship is inherent in the
nature of man, who must have something above himself upon
which he may depend. Even men who are unconscious of this
and deny it, depend upon it notwithstanding.

There was a French statesman, an atheist, who opposed re-
ligion and advocated its abolition. But afterwards his wife
was observed to have their infant son baptized with the water
brought from a certain river in Syria. When questioned about
this she said it was done at the command of her husband!”

AHV.013, BLO_PN#045
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ABU3388

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-11 in Egypt

‘Abdu’l-Baha asked: “Are the colored and white believers en-
tirely united?” Referring to the friends, I answered that there
was not entire unity, but that there were earnest souls of both
races who desired closer unity and hoped that He would point
out to them the means of attaining it.

He said: “The best means is to accept this Cause. All differ-
ences must fade among believers. In the present antagonism
there is great danger to both races. Intermarriage is a good
way to efface racial differences. It produces strong, beautiful
offspring, clever and resourceful.”

AHV.012, BLO__PN+#045

ABU3045

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-12 in Egypt

“In the Old Testament several of the Prophets are mentioned
as having lived long periods, as Methusaleh, 969 years. Does
not this refer to their cycles as Manifestations?”

“Yes, it means that the dominion of their laws and ordinances
covered such periods. The allotted span of human life does
not vary from age to age. In the pyramids are to be found the
bodies of men who lived four or five thousand years ago. They
show forth the same characteristics as men of today. There
are also records of their births and deaths, indicating that they
lived sixty or seventy years, as men do today.”

AHV.014, BLO__PN#045
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Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-12 in Eqypt

‘Abdu’l-Baha was asked if, in view of the difficulties in the
way of interracial unity for all meetings, the colored friends
should organize separately to observe the nineteen-day unity
meetings.

“The colored people must attend all the unity meetings. There
must be no distinctions. All are equal. If you have any influ-
ence to get the races to intermarry, it will be very valuable.
Such unions will beget very strong and beautiful children. If
you wish I will reveal a Tablet in regard to the wiping out of
racial differences.”

AHV.015, BLO__PN#045

ABU2513

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-13 in Egypt

One of the Babis had a vision in which he saw a passage from
the Qur’an written in English upon an arch beneath which sat
the Shah. He reported this vision to friends, through whom
it reached the ears of the Shah, the same monarch through
whose cruelty so many of the believers had been imprisoned or
martyred.

The Shah, upon hearing of the vision, became very angry,
declaring that the English writing indicated some design on
the part of the Babis, whom he would utterly destroy. But
the Babi replied, ‘That this inscription was written in English
imports nothing; but its place is significant. So high above the
Shah’s head is the Power of God that he is powerless to reach
it

AHV.016, BLO__PN#045
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Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-15 in Eqypt

‘Abdu’l-Baha said, “The Word is a book. The believers are
the letters. The letters of the alphabet taken separately have
no meaning. But in combination they form words, which have
a meaning. The Word manifested in Jesus is Divine Knowl-
edge. The Knowledge of God is inseparable from the Reality
of God. Therefore those who would know the Reality of Christ
must perceive His Spirit, by which their hearts become united.
They thus become a word and have a meaning through the
Reality of Jesus. All that this Word has produced in the way
of civilization and progress is a part of its meaning. Jesus is
the Perfect Mirror, in which the Bounties and Perfections of
God are reflected. Jesus is not separated from God, since He
is the perfection of Divine Knowledge.”

Mr. Meakin asked, “Are not all the Prophets Manifestations
reflecting the Word?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha: “Yes, but the Word as reflected in Jesus has a
special meaning. The sun shines in all the months, but in July
it is brightest. Speak to Me, Mr. Gregory.”

I stated that I was glad to hear this explanation, as the Chris-
tians would be glad to know that He had thus spoken of Jesus
the Christ.

AHV.018, BLO_PN#045

ABU3222

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-15 in Egypt
Question/topic: What is the most effective way of presenting the Cause?

[What is the most effective way of presenting the Cause? Those
addressed on the subject meet with so many tests. If one thing
does not prove a test, another does.]

“The most important thing is deeds. Good deeds are accepted
by all nations and religions. As to presenting the teachings by
word, the teacher must be as a skillful physician to the patient.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 116


https://bahai-library.com/gregory_heavenly_vista
https://bahai-library.com/gregory_heavenly_vista

Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May)

ABO08188

Adapt the treatment to the spiritual needs of the patient and
do not prescribe for those who refuse treatment.”

AHV.019, BLO__PN#045

ABU3487

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-15 in Egypt

I liken you to the pupil of the eye. You are black and it is
black, yet it becomes the focus of light.

AHV.017, BLO__ PN#045

ABO08188

To: Isabella D Brittingham, in New York
Date: 1911-Apr-17

...If the believers of God in New York and other cities of Amer- ;> 4l& 5 4l 4l A L;l:;-\ f\
ica establish in a befitting manner union and harmony with dw 4 sl K0 0 . Ay Sops

spirit, tongue, heart and body, suddenly they shall find Abdul-
Baha in their midst. Unless this union is brought about, the
Breath of the Holy Spirit shall not have any effect, for the phys-

Al Glower 5 (B 5 Gld 5 )
B Ju\b.k“y u.ﬂf O\:ﬁ‘)é b ;[r”.\.ﬁ

ical body must find capacity so that the life of the Spirit may ol &> ks 23§ el OLL u:
breathe through it. If the Beloved of the union of the friends, b &S Iy sldszal &b duor 1) 45 86
and the harmony of the believers become manifest, the East usy Coage f I osd odpes ol 53 >4y
and West of America shall be perfumed through the sweet fra- Ol 31 Wl sgle Okwgs Al 5 01,4
grances of the Paradise of Abha, the Mashrak-al-Azkar shall JJ;.« Kol e 64 g e ‘4...19
be constructed, the outpouring of the Sun of Reality shall de- o Ol ;;f _A;JUKs‘yufgﬁ Syl

scend, the everlasting glory of the friends of God shall become
apparent and the heavenly life be attained.

SW__v02#05 p.013x, SW_ vO6#17 p.143x
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AB12203

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1911-Apr-22

Your letter number 48 has been received. The arrival of that
blessed soul with two children and one dear friend brought joy.
Conversely, the grievous news about His Holiness the Afnan,
Jinab-i-Aga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn Khan, caused great sorrow
and produced such profound grief that pen and tongue cannot
describe. It is cause for astonishment and worthy of deep regret
and intense sorrow. “I beseech God not to show me the like of
this again.”

And a prayer mentioning him ascended to God, to the thresh-
old of the All-Knowing Lord:”My God, my God! Why do I
see myself every day plunged in depths of grief, shedding tears,
afflicted with agonies from painful calamities and severe trials,
including the ascension of a branch of Thy divine Tree, the
tender, well-watered twig from Thy divine Lote-Tree.

O Lord! He lived with a pure face, a clear heart, a sancti-
fied soul, and a joyous spirit in Thy mighty Dispensation and
manifest Era. O Lord! He was set aflame by the fire of Thy
love from the blessed Tree raised on the Sinai of Beauty, the
Center of Glory - its oil would well-nigh shine even though no
fire touched it. No blame of the blamer nor vengeance of the
vengeful deterred him in his love for Thee. Rather, he sacri-
ficed his spirit at every moment and feared not the might of
kings nor the ranks and drawn swords of thousands. He spoke
forth in praise and glorification and was attracted by the holy
fragrances wafting from the Garden of the Most Glorious.

O Lord! Ordain for him every good in heaven and make his
ascension the supreme martyrdom and means of attaining the
Supreme Companion. O Lord! Grant and bestow upon that
radiant youth entry into the Garden of Meeting and admission
to Thy merciful Paradise. Pour forth patience upon his illus-
trious father and his relatives. Verily Thou art the Generous,
verily Thou art the Merciful, verily Thou art the Kind, the
All-Informed.”
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AB03153

To: Azra et al.
Date: 1911-Apr-22

O two dear handmaidens of God! His honor Aqa Mirza
Habibu’llah mentioned your names in his letter and requested
that a letter be written. Since he is truthful in his words,
therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha has undertaken to write this letter
to make mention of you, that it may be the cause of the
exaltation of your stations, the elevation of your aims, the
attraction of your hearts, the gladness of your spirits and the
joy of your innermost beings.

In this wondrous Dispensation, the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful must offer a thousand thanks at every moment that
the hand of grace has delivered women from the depths of
abasement and raised them to the summit of men’s glory. Con-
sider what a bounty this is, for the group of women had fallen
to such a degree in the East that when mention was made of
women in the Arabic language, one would say “Far be it from
thee” just as one would say “Far be it from thee to be a don-
key.”” And in the Turkish language it was said “Far be it from
thy presence to mention women.” And in the Persian language,
when talking about women one would say “May there be no
relationship” and would refer to them as “the weak one.”

3 Now, praise be to God, under the shadow of the Blessed One’s
grace, women are held in the utmost respect. Therefore, O
two dear handmaidens of God, raise up in women’s gatherings
a song of thanksgiving to the Abha Kingdom that He has made
the abased ones mighty and bestowed infinite grace upon the
helpless ones.

i And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09920

To: Muhammad Rida-Khan Nayrizi
Date: 1911-Apr-22

...Thou hast inquired about the world of the soul: After as-
cending from this world to the unseen world, how and in what
manner does the friendship between friends continue or not?
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! In this corporeal world,
despite the separation of bodies, friends remain friends and in-
timate with each other. In the eternal world, then, which is
the world of divine unity and heavenly oneness, friendship and
spiritual intimacy are naturally among the essential requisites
of that sanctified world....
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AB12128

To: Ali Quli Khan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911-Apr-24

O servant of the Sacred Threshold and steadfast in the
Covenant! Your detailed letter was received and this reply is
being written. Praise be to God, through the assistance and
grace of the Blessed Beauty you have been and continue to
be confirmed and victorious in all matters. When you were
going to America, did you ever imagine that such confirmation
would be achieved? Now confirmations beyond imagination
have been achieved, praise be to God. In gratitude for these
bounties you must engage in service to the Cause so that
day by day confirmation and success may increase. Act with
sincere intention and natural inclination so that great results
may be achieved.

Praise be to God, you succeeded in having several financial
officers appointed from America for Iran, and God willing you
will also succeed in securing a loan for Iran from America. Until
now, whatever loans Iran has taken from Furope, since the
intermediaries were thinking of their own benefit, ultimately
resulted in clear loss - it yielded no fruit either for Iran or for
those who were intermediaries. Rather, they swallowed those
illegitimate funds with utmost regret and despair, and have
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now entrapped Iran in such a way. Take heed, O people of
insight!

In any case, in securing a loan for Iran from America, you must
conduct yourself in such a way that this ill repute is removed
and the pure intention and utmost sincerity becomes clear to
the Iranians. Take no rest day or night; strive that God willing
you may render good service to the government and people of
Iran. Allow not the slightest negligence, for it would cause the
matter to be reversed, as happened with others.

As for the American government and people, they are truly
well-wishers and have no purpose except the benefit of all -
meaning that if they undertake any work, or promote any mat-
ter in Iran, or establish a bank, or open commercial relations,
or give a loan to the government, their ultimate hope and de-
sire is mutual benefit, not restricted to America alone.

In any case, you should now pursue the matter of the loan,
for the government and people of Iran are in desperate need
of a loan and without it no work can be accomplished. Focus
your thoughts on this matter, for this is what is beneficial now.
Do not scatter your thoughts. If you scatter your thoughts
you will not succeed in any one thing. When water is con-
centrated in one fountain, the fountain becomes very powerful
and gushes forth strongly, but when divided among multiple
fountains, none of the fountains gains strength.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the honored spiritual
lady Mrs. Ruhaniyyih, and likewise on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
caress and show affection to the children.

Regarding the lack of kindness from the friends - they think
that since you have become occupied, you no longer pay much
attention to them. Therefore you must, contrary to their un-
kindness, show the utmost kindness - more than before - until
they observe that this appointment has caused no change what-
soever in your manners and character.

I was extremely delighted by the matters you had written
about, and I hope that your joy increases day by day.
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To: Cecilia Harrison, in Chicago
Date: 1911-Apr-24

O maidservant of God who is attracted! Your letter was re-
ceived and from its contents pleasing meanings were under-
stood, for it was evidence of your ultimate attraction to the
Abha Kingdom and heart’s attachment to the realm above.

The chanting of verses, whether individually or collectively, is
the cause of the penetration of the Word of God in hearts and
the reason for the flame of the fire of the love of God in breasts.
But it is as you had written - on condition that hearts be like
pure and delicate mirrors and spirits be raised in utmost joy
and delight through divine glad-tidings.

And certainly if blessed souls who have complete attention to-
ward the Lord of Hosts and are detached from the world of
mortality and immersed in the effusions of the realm of divin-
ity travel and move about in the countries of America and with
the fervor of the love of God associate with all and visit gath-
erings, it will surely become the cause of unity of the friends
and maidservants of the All-Merciful. And certainly it is very
beloved and acceptable and will bestow great results and yield
universal benefits.

The page that you had enclosed had very good content and
eloquent expressions. I beseech God that through it you may
awaken the people of America from the sleep of negligence and
become the cause of knowledge and understanding.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v02#:05 p.006

AB00793

To: Muhammad Hashim Kashani, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr-25

O servant of God! Your letter was received and I am imme- Olg ?))é ey b fal AN feun (6l 1
diately writing a reply to make up for what was missed. O  Clo gl 558 Sble 3N b 558K t5,
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of correspondence - how can He respond to every letter? But
you write a letter every few months and have no other corre-
spondence, thinking that this servant also has, like you, the
utmost leisure time and few occupations, and therefore you
complain. The condition of a shepherd who must protect a
thousand flocks, lead them to graze in meadows of truth and
meaning, give them cool refreshing water to drink, and guard
them from fierce wolves, cannot be compared to the condition
of one dear lamb. For the lamb can freely jump and play in the
meadow, eat fresh grass, drink pleasant water, and gracefully
stroll around the pasture in perfect joy and delight. This is
the reality of the situation, otherwise there would be no short-
coming or laxity.

You had asked why some souls are immersed in the sea of
wealth while others are distressed and afflicted - is this from the
effects of destiny or from poor planning? Is it the recompense
of deeds or divine fate and destiny? The reality of this matter
is that it is required by God’s universal system in this infinite
universe that both rich and poor exist. If all became rich,
the system of existence would be disrupted, and if all became
poor, the connection between beings would be severed. Thus
this poverty and wealth are requirements of the chain of beings
and the firm relationships between existences.

Despite this, poor planning also has its effect, and likewise
the occurrence of poverty in some cases is the recompense of
deeds - for example, every wrongdoer’s punishment is certainly
poverty. And in some instances poverty is a divine gift and
mercy from the Lord, such as when a blessed soul falls into
severe tests in God’s path, gives up home and possessions to
plunder and pillage, and poverty and want result, to the point
where they say “poverty is my pride” and proclaim it with
honor.

Just as the companions of the Messenger of God (peace be
upon him) in Mecca gave up their homes to plunder and fled as
emigrants to Medina, where they spent days in utmost poverty
and need. It reached the point in the Battle of the Trench
where they had no sustenance except water. The blessed per-
son of the Prophet would tie stones to his blessed belly from
intense hunger. Without doubt this poverty was pride and a
divine gift, for it led to absolute wealth and caused eternal
riches.
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5 Convey most glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Liqa’i,
and likewise to the honored maidens Bahiyyih Khanum,
‘Adhra Khanum, Batul Khanum, and the fortunate son Aga
‘Abdu’l-Husayn. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy detailed letter
was read and from its meanings, attraction to the lights of
the Beauty of the All-Merciful was clear and evident. Praise
God that thou art self-effaced in the Cause of God and hast
no purpose save the good-pleasure of God, and art under the
protection and shelter of the Lord.

The glad-tidings of the unity and oneness of the loved ones
brought great joy and delight. If this unity of the pure ones
becomes firmly established, in a short time Tehran will be-
come a paradise of good-pleasure and that land will become a
supreme paradise.

One volume of the Sacred Writings which thou hadst tran-
scribed in thine own hand with utmost calligraphy was most
acceptable. In truth, the musk-scented pen of that precious
friend scatters precious pearls upon the pages.

Convey utmost longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to his honor
Ahmad-‘Ali Khan and his honor Mirza Haji Aga, and likewise
extend the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings to
his honor Aqa Mirza Rahim Khan and say that thou shouldst
be confident in the grace and favor of the All-Merciful Lord.

Be not saddened by any event, for thou art the object of prov-
idential grace and art encompassed by the favors of the All-
Merciful. If at times there occurs the slightest weakness in tem-
porary affairs, yet in the end there will be abundant profit and
gain. If a tree becomes leafless from autumn winds, spring lies
ahead when it will become infinitely green and verdant. Know
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thou with perfect certainty that the servants of the Most Glo-
rious Beauty are in every case successful and victorious. Thou
hast won the wager whether it comes up even or odd.

i Convey utmost kindness from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Aqa Ruhu’llah

and Aqa Fu’ad and Aqa Manuchihr.

This brief note was written - do thou forgive. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr-25

O herald of the Covenant! Two letters from your honor were
read at once. One caused endless grief and sorrow as it con-
tained news of the ascension of the faithful friend, the mine of
truth and sincerity, steadfast in the Covenant, enamored with
the Beloved of the horizons, Jenab-i-Mirza Abdullah. For this
reason, extreme anguish resulted from this separation, and a
detailed prayer was offered at the Threshold of Oneness seek-
ing forgiveness and elevation of his station, and was sent to
Tehran.

As for the second letter which spoke of the journey of Jenab-
i-Ikhvan-i-Safa to Yazd and its surrounding areas, it brought
the utmost joy. Likewise, from the movement of Aqa Siyyid
Jalal towards Lahijan in the company of Jenab-i-Baqiroff - from
infinite bounties I hope they will be assisted in spreading the
divine fragrances. Similarly, from the journey of Jenab-i-Aqa
Mirza Haji Aqa of Sangsar and from the glad tidings of the
promotion of teaching and the arising of the friends to services,
the utmost joy was attained.

Today the friends must count time as precious and arise with
all their power to guide all who dwell on earth, for teaching is
the magnet of divine confirmation. Whoever arises to teach,
the hosts of the Supreme Concourse will assist them, and this
is an inevitable matter.
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 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6‘;\(\ :\KJ\ Se 4
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To: Mirza Bagir Khan son of Mirza Rahim Khan, in Tihran
Date: 1911-Apr-25

1 O my spiritual youth! Praise be to God that thou hast taken — 0l,¢b 3 xS} Je 1) BT ol Saauly
root beside the river of guidance like a willow and hast sprung ) ol Ol £ e 42 b Ol
up in the rose garden of divine bounty like a graceful plant. Gl Ol ) oY1 :\r e ol 3l
May the outpourings from the clouds of loving kindness vouch- PN J@’)Lf ) S5, | .x» s i~
safe a new freshness to thee at every moment and the breezes ol Et o 3
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of the All-Merciful blowing from the Source of reality bestow 5.1; L s . ..
. D) rbﬁgﬁ\.& u\ﬁ ulﬁ) d\.ib'dww
gifts upon thee at every breath. . ) )
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nary of the world.
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the divine mysteries may grow and develop through the spring-  , ual & 4 42 s sy, s b Glas O
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To: Fatimih mother of Mirza Haji Aqa (Sangisari), in Sangsar
Date: 1911-Apr-25

O handmaiden of God! Give thanks to God that He has be-
stowed upon you a pure-hearted son who is accepted at the
Divine Threshold, praised by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, active in diffusing
the divine fragrances, steadfast in servitude at the Threshold of
Oneness, and arising in service. This bounty deserves thanks-
giving and praise to the one God. Surely you are in utmost joy
about this. Do not look at the present condition - soon it will
be witnessed that whoever sowed a seed in this divine farmland,
thousands of harvests will be yielded heap upon heap. Your
dear son has become a divine farmer and is sowing pure seeds
in blessed lands.

2 When the seed is hidden in the earth

The secret of the garden’s verdure it becomes.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO08514

To: Batul daughter of Muhammad Hashim
Date: 1911-Apr-25

O handmaiden of God, Batul! Praise God that thou art ac-
cepted at the Threshold of Oneness and art renowned and dis-
tinguished among the handmaidens of the All-Merciful.

Thou writest in thine own hand and acquirest knowledge and
understanding, that thou mayest present proof and evidence
to others. Make an effort to study properly, that thou mayest,
God willing, translate and interpret the verses of the Divine
Books for the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. If thou strivest,
thou shalt attain to this most glorious station.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1911-Apr-28

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Mercifull When the
deposed Ottoman monarch Abdul-Hamid arose in tyranny
and rebellion, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was confined in the fortress of
‘Akka and fell under the severe restrictions of police, spies
and surveillants. All association was completely cut off and
communication forbidden, for they would harass and even
severely threaten anyone who approached the house. Matters
reached such a point that this did not suffice him, and he
dispatched an oppressive commission of inquiry to fabricate,
through various schemes, deceptions, intrigues and calumnies,
some crime against ‘Abdu’l-Baha that would lead to His
execution, drowning, or banishment without trace to the
desert of Fezzan. That tyrannical commission perpetrated
every injustice and deemed every cruelty permissible. Finally,
they decided to dispatch ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Fezzan, and when
they communicated with Abdul-Hamid’s palace, the response
confirmed the royal decree for the Fezzan matter.

> Then as that oppressive commission of inquiry was return-
ing to Istanbul, while still at sea, God’s cannon thundered
at Abdul-Hamid’s palace gate, dynamite exploded, many were
killed, and Abdul-Hamid fled to his palace. Calamities and
difficulties successively befell him, and events and tribulations
followed one after another. Thus he found no opportunity to
harm ‘Abdu’l-Baha, general turmoil ensued, culminating in his
deposition. The hand of divine power removed the chains of
Joseph’s imprisonment from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s neck and placed
fetters and manacles upon the inauspicious neck of Abdul-
Hamid. Take heed, O ye who have eyes to see!

3 ‘Abdu’l-Baha then hastened from the prison land to Egypt
with utmost authority. Praise be to God, through the as-
sistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty, immediately upon
arrival in Alexandria the Word of God was exalted and the
melody of the Abha Kingdom was raised. All newspapers
wrote numerous articles - some offering utmost praise, while
others cried out that this person’s arrival in this land would
shake the foundations of religion and undermine traditional
rules and customs, for He draws to Himself everyone He meets,
and in every gathering He opens His mouth, causing deniers
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to believe. The newspapers continue to write detailed articles;
let us see what happens next.

Now numerous letters arrive from the friends and handmaidens
of the All-Merciful in America, all requesting ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
journey to America with utmost insistence and persistence.
But given the discord among the friends and lack of unity
among the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, how can ‘Abdu’l-
Baha hasten to those shores? Is this possible? No, by God! If
the friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful yearn to see
‘Abdu’l-Baha, they must immediately eliminate differences of
opinion and achieve perfect harmony and unity. No Baha’i
should open their lips to criticize another, and should consider
backbiting the gravest error in the human world, for in all the
Tablets of Baha'u’llah it is explicitly stated that backbiting
and evil-speaking are satanic whispers and suggestions that
destroy the foundation of humanity.

A believer should not criticize even strangers, let alone acquain-
tances, and should not backbite enemies, much less speak ill of
friends. Backbiting and evil-speaking are attributes of the sick
in mind, not the righteous. And self-conceit is a characteris-
tic of strangers, not of friends. We hope that the loved ones
and handmaidens of the All-Merciful in America may become
the cause of unity between East and West and raise aloft the
standard of the oneness of mankind. But now we observe that
among the loved ones and handmaidens of the All-Merciful
themselves there is estrangement, disunity, and utmost dis-
cord. Given this, how can they arise to guide all who dwell
on earth and become the cause of unity and harmony among
all who dwell on earth? Christ addressed His disciples saying,
“Ye are the salt of the earth, but if the salt have lost its savor,
wherewith shall the world be salted?”

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! If you truly
long for Our meeting and genuinely seek Our presence, you
must close the door of differences and open the doors of affec-
tion, love, and oneness. You must become as one soul and one
heart. Be like the waves of one sea though infinite in number.
O friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Praise be to
God, you are the fish of one sea, the birds of one garden, the
trees of one orchard, and the flowers of one paradise. Why
then this discord and lack of fellowship, and for what reason?

I tell you truly, were it not for this discord among you, by now
the people of America throughout all those regions would have
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been attracted to the Kingdom of God and would have been
your helpers and supporters. Is it fitting that this great bounty
should be sacrificed for groundless imaginings? No, by God!
If you reflect even slightly, you will immediately cast out this
discord from your midst and cut your tongues off from back-
biting one another. Rather, you will arrange gatherings of joy
in utmost love and fellowship, prepare feasts of gladness, orga-
nize celebrations for the unity of mankind, open your tongues
in praise of one another, and await the arrival of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Furthermore, some of the Covenant-breakers have secretly
come among you, making protestations of firmness in the
Covenant, and through various intrigues and schemes are
sowing corruption and discord among you, that they might
deprive you of the lights of God’s Covenant and entangle you
in the darkness of violation. Is it fitting that the Covenant-
breakers should lay such a snare and catch firm ones like
yourselves while you remain preoccupied with differences
among yourselves?

I beseech God that you may be assisted to achieve unity
and oneness, that you may become the cause of the unity of
mankind, that you may walk according to the divine teachings,
that you may become detached from all earthly attachments,
that you may become endowed with divine attributes, that
you may transcend the human world, becoming celestial souls
and heavenly beings, and becoming angels of the sky. And
upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious.

SW__ v02#04 p.006-007, BSTW#0521x
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To: Baha’is of Philadelphia, Pa
Date: 1911-Apr-28

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! For some time there
has been no news from you. Today I observed your radiant
photographs which you had sent one year and two months ago.
Upon seeing your images I was reminded of you and proceeded
to write this letter so that you would know that I have not
forgotten you and am always engaged in remembering you, and
your radiant images are present and observed.

O friends and handmaidens of the Merciful! Turning to the
Kingdom is easy, but firmness and steadfastness are difficult.
Therefore, as much as you can, make your roots firm like trees
so that you may yield blossoms and fruit and not fall from
the winds of tests and trials. The firmer a tree’s roots, the
more blossoms and fruit it bears. When the apostles of Christ
attained firmness and steadfastness, they became successful
in mighty endeavors and the confirmations of the Holy Spirit
arrived continuously. If you too seek heavenly illumination,
you must arise with the utmost steadfastness. Do not grow
weary or dejected from hardships and difficulties. Strive so
that that region may become illumined, the Kingdom of God
may raise its pavilion, and the breaths of the Holy Spirit may
quicken souls.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v02#05 p.005, SW__v05#07 p.098

ABU3447

Words to Louis Gregory, spoken on 1911-Apr-30 in Egypt

He was questioned as to the reality of a story related by a young
Episcopal clergyman, that on one occasion he saw Mirza Abul
Fazl surrounded by a halo, as he taught the people at Green
Acre, Maine. He said:

“The light is of four kinds: first, the light of the sun. It re-
veals objects to our perception, but cannot itself realize them.
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Second, the light of the eye. It can realize objects, but can-
not understand them. Third, the light of wisdom. This both
realizes and understand objects. Fourth, the Light of Guid-
ance. This is the Supreme Light, the conscious Reality which
comprehends mysteries.”

Can this last ever be cognizable through the special senses, as
the eye?

“By the insight,” he answered.

SW__v08#08 p.098, AHV.025, BLO_ PN#045
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Words spoken in May 1911 in Ramleh

Question/topic: What is meant by the Mirror for Divine Reflection?

Question: What is meant by the Mirror for Divine Reflection?

Abdu’l Baha: “Mirror” is the whole body, the brain in particu-
lar. Body has many elements in its composition and these are
continually changed during one’s lifetime. At dissolution each
element is received back to its original source. The physical
body of man is like that of the animal, the only difference be-
ing on the level of consciousness. It follows therefore that only
consciousness or mind is left after death. Electricity is known
by its attributes and effects. The power of consciousness is also
thus recognized. After death the condition is one which can-
not be clearly explained in words. It is one of comprehension,
understanding which involves all other things - feeling, etc.

In beings there are degrees; all are not in the same station.
Observe the various characters to be seen and compared, say,
among ten children who have received identically the same
treatment, training and food. Three degrees will be found,
which might be classes as, rapid development, less rapid, and
almost stagnant.

SW_ v14#02 p.037, PN_1911 p003
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Words spoken in May 1911 in Ramleh

Question/topic: Is individuality retained by the various individual consciousnesses?

Question: Is individuality retained by various individual con-
sciousnesses?

Abdu’l Baha: Complete individuality belongs only to the
station of the Prophet. Those who follow him are under the
“shadow” of his station. After death man does not develop
through conscious effort, but through the power of Divine
Bounty or unfoldment. All good works, loving memories,
prayers and help from lesser beings assist the soul to push
forward after death.

SW__v144#02 p.037-038, PN__1911 p005

ABU3233

Words spoken in May 1911 in Ramleh

Question/topic: Concerning planets - can a planet be extinguished?

Q. Concerning planets - can a planet be extinguished?

A. Yes, a planet can lose the bounty of God and be destroyed.
As man depends on his elements and the brain in particular,
so the “Sent Prophets or Manifestations” are like the brain of
a planet, they cannot live without the help from this highest
source or element of their beings.

PN_1911 p008
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Words spoken in May 1911 in Ramleh
Question/topic: Do ’Prophet souls’ enjoy the love and faith of Disciples?

Q. Do “Prophet souls” enjoy the love and faith of Disciples?

A. Those Prophets who are Manifestations of God, sent by
God, (Avatars) are of the Essence (Logos) and quite untouched
by the faith of disciples, but lesser prophets, those under the
shadow of (Avatars) manifestations can be raised by the faith
and love of their believers.

PN_ 1911 p007

ABU3555

Words spoken in May 1911 in Ramleh
Question/topic: Is there any predominant quality which man should develop in order to obtain
especial excellence or power after death?

Question: Is there any predominant quality which man should
develop in order to obtain especial excellence or power after
death?

Answer: No, man should develop all his qualities for each qual-
ity has its own use and function.

SW_ v144#02 p.037, PN_ 1911 p004
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Study guide to this volume

By January 1911, ‘Abdu’l-Baha had been in Egypt—first in Port Said, then in Alexandria and
the suburb of Ramleh—for several months. The choice of “the Egyptian Canaan” as a destination
carried deliberate symbolic weight: Egypt was the land of Joseph sold into slavery who became
the pivot of his people’s survival, the land of the Exodus, the land where the earliest Bahd’is
had established a significant community, and now the land where the newly free ‘Abdu’l-Bah4
could receive visitors from across the Middle East and Europe without the constraints of Ottoman
surveillance. The volume’s emotional temperature is high: it contains one of the most dramatically
told accounts of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s near-exile to Fezzan and the providential fall of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid;
an urgent charge to teachers setting out for China, India, Japan, and the steppes of Central
Asia; a striking reconsideration of the meaning of martyrdom in the modern age; a philosophy of
divine power in human history; and a vision of the approaching journey to America as dependent
on the spiritual preparation of the American community. The volume also records some of the
earliest direct interactions between ‘Abdu’l-Bahd and African American believers—among them
Louis Gregory—in conversations that combine a theology of light with a theology of race.

Release from Prison: Providence, History, and the Fall of the
Tyrant

Key Passages

For forty-three years ‘Abdu’l-Baha was imprisoned in the prison of ‘Akka, and in recent
times spent some time in Haifa. When the chains and fetters were removed from ‘Abdu’l-
Bahd’s neck and placed upon the ill-fated neck of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid, the doors were opened
and the path of travel became free and ready. Therefore he hastened to the realm of
the Egyptian Canaan so that in this land the call of the Cause of God and the fame of
the appearance of the Most Great Name might be raised, and the holy fragrances might
perfume the nostrils. — AB02132

Then as that oppressive commission of inquiry was returning to Istanbul, while still
at sea, God’s cannon thundered at Abdul-Hamid’s palace gate, dynamite exploded,
many were killed, and Abdul-Hamid fled to his palace. Calamities and difficulties
successively befell him, and events and tribulations followed one after another. Thus
he found no opportunity to harm ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, general turmoil ensued, culminating in
his deposition. The hand of divine power removed the chains of Joseph’s imprisonment
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from ‘Abdu’l-Bah4’s neck and placed fetters and manacles upon the inauspicious neck
of Abdul-Hamid. Take heed, O ye who have eyes to see! — AB00182

Context for Study

ABO00182 is one of the most vivid historical narratives in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own hand: an Ottoman
commission had been dispatched to investigate him and prepare the ground for his exile to the desert
of Fezzan—a death sentence for a man in his sixties—when the assassination attempt on ‘Abdu’l-
Hamid in July 1908 triggered the political collapse that ended in his deposition. The narrative uses
the Joseph typology explicitly: the divine hand that released Joseph from prison placed fetters
on Potiphar; the divine hand that released ‘Abdu’l-Baha placed fetters on the Sultan. This is
theological history-writing in the tradition of the Hebrew prophets, who read political events as the
work of divine agency operating through human choices and accidents. The phrase “Take heed, O ye
who have eyes to see!” is a direct echo of the Qur’anic fa’tabiru ya uli’l-absar (“take heed, you who
have eyes”), placing the narrative in the frame of prophetic admonition. The Egypt destination—
“the realm of the Egyptian Canaan”—does triple symbolic work: as the land of Joseph (whose
suffering preceded his exaltation), as the land of the Exodus (where the enslaved became a nation),
and as a contemporary intellectual hub where ‘Abdu’l-Baha could engage with Arab, Persian, and
European visitors in relative freedom. The nightingale image in AB02132—*“a nightingale that
does not sing upon the rose branch in springtime is a crow and raven”’—immediately frames the
Egyptian sojourn as a call to the community for active teaching rather than passive relief at the
leader’s freedom.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé reads the fall of ‘Abdu’l-Hamid as a direct intervention of “divine power” in
his favor. What are the risks of interpreting specific historical events as divine providence,
and how does this kind of reading differ from superstition on one side and from the Hebrew
prophetic tradition on the other?

2. The Joseph typology—exile and suffering preceding exaltation—appears in Genesis, in the
Qur’an (Sura Yusuf), and here. What does the persistence of this narrative archetype across
traditions reveal about the structure of redemptive suffering, and what does ‘Abdu’l-Bah&’s
explicit use of it ask of his audience?

3. The departure for Egypt rather than for Europe is characterized as a divine wisdom that would
“become evident and clear in the future” What is the relationship between the exercise of
authority in a religious community and the question of transparency about reasons—when is
it appropriate to act from wisdom that cannot yet be fully explained?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé says a “nightingale that does not sing upon the rose branch in springtime is
a crow and raven.” Freedom—whether personal freedom from prison or the freedom opened
by favorable historical conditions—carries an obligation of active service. How does this
understanding of freedom compare with positive liberty in political philosophy (freedom to
do something) and with the Christian theology of freedom as freedom for God rather than
from constraint?
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5. The historical account in AB00182 was written for a specific audience familiar with the events.
How does its survival as a devotional and historical text—still read a century later—change
what kind of text it is and what it can mean to readers who do not share the original context?

Rethinking Martyrdom: Internal AfHiction and the Science of
Teaching

Key Passages

Today physical martyrdom has no value. One must endure the internal difficulties,
calamities and afflictions of the Baha’is which are greater than martyrdom, and one
must not fear anything but God. One must rend asunder the veils of imagination and
fancy, arise to educate women and men, and eliminate antiquated and base customs
from among the friends. — ABU2549

Inner troubles and afflictions increase day by day. Until now, I alone have endured and
continue to endure them. This is not the time for martyrdom—I have work for you to

do. — ABU2549

Some people go to cities like passing travelers, like a corpse being carried past. But
others, wherever they arrive, sow seeds and create verdant fields and bring the dead
to life. You are among those souls. I am sending you to serve and teach the Cause.
Give importance to the education of women and teach them the science of teaching.
From Istanbul, go via Odessa to Turkestan. Tashkent is the center of Turkestan. The
atmosphere there and throughout the world is changing. There are no believers in
Tashkent—establish the Cause there. — ABU1082

Context for Study

ABU2549, spoken on January 23, 1911, contains one of the most surprising claims in the entire
corpus: that in the current age, physical martyrdom “has no value.” This requires careful interpre-
tation. The tradition of Baha’{f martyrdom was not a distant memory in 1911: Baha’is were still
being killed in Iran, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahd himself was deeply engaged in supporting the families of
martyrs. The claim is not that martyrdom is without significance—it is that the present call is for
a different kind of sacrifice. The “internal difficulties, calamities and afflictions of the Bah4’is” that
‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes as harder than martyrdom are the daily challenges of community life: the
friction between personalities, the persistence of superstition and patriarchal custom, the demands
of educating women and men in a new pattern of civilization. Physical martyrdom ends the suffer-
ing; the work of internal transformation within a community never ends. The phrase “I have work
for you to do” is one of the most direct utterances of practical urgency in the corpus. ABU1082
immediately exemplifies what this work looks like: a teacher is sent through Egypt, ‘Akkéa, Beirut,
Istanbul, Odessa, and Turkestan, with specific instructions to establish the Cause in Tashkent, a
city with no Baha’i community. The phrase “some people go to cities like a corpse being carried
past” is a vivid diagnostic: the presence of a body does not automatically constitute an active life,
in a city or in a cause.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa says physical martyrdom “has no value” in the present age, while the internal
afflictions of Bahd’i community life are harder and more important. What does this revalu-
ation of martyrdom imply for a community that had celebrated the deaths of thousands of
martyrs as its founding testimony—and what does it demand of communities in the present?

2. The distinction between a “passing traveler” and someone who “sows seeds and brings the
dead to life” in a city is a distinction between transactional presence and transformative
engagement. What are the conditions—spiritual, intellectual, relational—that distinguish
the two kinds of presence in practice?

3. The instruction to teach women “the science of teaching” is notable: teaching is treated as a
learnable discipline, a science, not merely an art or a gift. What does the concept of a “science
of teaching” imply about how religious propagation should be understood and practiced?

4. The route through Istanbul, Odessa, and Turkestan describes a movement through the geopo-
litical fault lines of the Ottoman, Russian, and Central Asian worlds in 1911. What would it
mean to establish the Cause in Tashkent—a city with no Baha’i community—in this context,
and what can contemporary Baha’i communities learn from the strategic geography of early
expansion?

5. ABU2549 says “until now, I alone have endured” the internal difficulties. What is the signifi-
cance of this personal disclosure—’Abdu’l-Bahé positioning himself as the primary bearer of
the community’s internal burdens? How does this shape the community’s understanding of
its leader’s role?

The Springtime of Teaching: Seasons, Seeds, and the Urgency of
the Present Moment

Key Passages

In the world of existence, every great matter has its time, and the divine world has
its season and spring. These days are the springtime of teaching and the season for
spreading the new Cause. Not every season is springtime, and not every time is the
season for flower buds and blossoms. In spring, as soon as the farmer sows seeds, he
sees the field turn green and flourishing, and as soon as the gardener waters, he beholds
the trees full of flowers and blossoms. — ABO02439

Now, as it is the springtime of teaching and the spring of mysteries, the divine friends
must become of one mind, one confidant, and one intimate with ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and
in servitude at the Sacred Threshold and service to the Cause of God, become of one
step and one voice. They must become partners and sharers in sacrificing body and
soul, and in that clime become of one color and one harmony in spiritual attraction and
resurrection of spirit and consciousness. — AB02439

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd! These days are the springtime of teaching and the
season for spreading the new Cause. Do not let this opportunity slip away. These times
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are precious, it is the time of the field and the season of polo-playing. Whoever opens
their tongue to teach with firm steps, steadfast resolve, spiritual attraction and ecstasy,
and heavenly attention and devotion, the Holy Spirit will confirm them. — AB02439

Context for Study

The agricultural and seasonal imagery of AB02439 draws on one of the oldest traditions of religious
teaching: the parable of the sower, in which the effectiveness of the seed depends on the quality
of the soil, the readiness of the season, and the attentiveness of the farmer. The Gospel parable
(Matthew 13:1-23) is the best-known version, but the agricultural metaphor for spiritual growth
runs through the Hebrew Bible (goren, the threshing floor, as the site of divine encounter), the
Qur’an’s use of rain as the image of revelation watering dry hearts, and the Persian classical
tradition in which the rose garden (gulistdn) is the landscape of mystical instruction. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s particular contribution is temporal urgency: it is not always springtime, and the claim
that these days specifically constitute a “springtime of teaching” creates a theological account of
historical kairos—the right moment, the opportune time, the season in which the same action
produces extraordinary results that in other seasons would produce nothing. The polo metaphor
(“time of the field and the season of polo-playing”) draws on Persian classical culture in which the
ball (goy) and the field (maydan) are images of spiritual opportunity: the game is played now, on
this field, in this season. The unity demanded—*“one step and one voice”’—is the practical condition
for the seed to flourish: a fragmented community does not constitute a springtime for anyone.

Questions for Reflection

1. The claim that “these days are the springtime of teaching” implies that other ages have
been winters or autumns—times of waiting or harvest rather than propagation. How does
this theology of historical kairos compare with Paul’s account of the “fullness of time” in
Galatians 4:4, with the Islamic concept of the best generation (the salaf), and with Confucian
assessments of the decline from the age of the sages?

2. The parable of the farmer and gardener implies that the spiritual effectiveness of teaching in
a given period depends on external conditions (the season) as much as on individual effort.
How does this modify the voluntarist assumption that the results of a believer’s teaching
efforts depend primarily on personal commitment and skill?

3. Unity—“one step and one voice”—is presented as a prerequisite for effective teaching. What
does unity look like in a community where genuine disagreement exists on matters of principle,
and how can genuine diversity of perspective coexist with the kind of unified action that is
being demanded here?

4. The polo imagery presupposes a culture of aristocratic athletic display and competitive skill.
What happens when one translates this imagery across cultures—does it carry the same
urgency, or does it risk aestheticizing what is meant to be an ethical demand?

5. If the Holy Spirit confirms whoever teaches with “spiritual attraction and ecstasy,” what
distinguishes genuine spiritual confirmation from the subjective feeling of enthusiasm? How
does the Baha’i community test and discern the quality of its teaching efforts?
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Divine Power in History: The Pattern of Providence Across Civi-
lizations

Key Passages

You saw how the power of Moses triumphed over Pharaoh—and Pharaoh was far might-
ier than these. Go to Egypt and you will see the signs, traces and advancements of
that land. With all the sciences and arts of Europe, they are still bewildered by the
works of Pharaoh’s time, and in no way have they been able to construct works like
those. Groups from all over the world come to Egypt, observe with great amazement,
and return... Indeed, how eloquent, profound, firm and sound is the way the Lord of all
worlds relates in the Qur’an the stories of those who came before, showing that triumph
belongs to the mighty Divine Power. — ABU0189

The king said: “O man, you understand not! If you have answered my questions
truthfully, then not only you and all the tribes of Hijaz, but I and the Caesar of Rome
must soon submit to him, or else he will compel us to submit to him.” Now can
the filthy-collared mullas resist the Cause of God, and can their politics accomplish
anything against God’s politics? When these two united, they assembled an army of
three thousand. But we resist the entire world and have defeated and continue to defeat
the armies of mighty nations. — ABU0189

Context for Study

The spoken discourse of ABU0189 (January 21, 1911) is one of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s most sustained
reflections on the philosophy of history. The core claim is Qur’anic: the pattern of history shows
consistently that Divine Power—manifested through Prophets—overcomes the resistance of worldly
power, however great that worldly power appears at the time. The examples are deliberately
chosen for their civilizational enormity: the tribes of ‘Ad and Thamud (legendary civilizations of
great power mentioned in the Qur’an), Nimrod (the Mesopotamian builder of the Tower of Babel),
the Pharaohs (whose monuments still confound modern engineering), the Quraysh and Jews (the
combined opposition to Muhammad). The argument is cumulative: each historical case reinforces
the pattern until the pattern itself becomes legible as a law. The story of the Egyptian king’s
interview with Abu Sufyan (the leader of Mecca’s opposition to Muhammad) is told at length
because it illustrates the pattern from the perspective of a wise observer outside the immediate
conflict: the king’s list of diagnostic questions—Was Muhammad insane? Did he seek power? Did
he attract the rich and noble? Did his followers waver under persecution?—reads like a social-
scientific analysis of a genuine prophetic movement, and the king’s conclusion is that Muhammad
must prevail.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Egyptian king’s diagnostic questions about Muhammad constitute an implicit sociology
of authentic prophetic movements: not insane, not power-seeking, attracting followers from
ordinary people rather than elites, and producing steadfastness rather than wavering under
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persecution. How do these criteria apply to the Baha’i movement in 1911, and how might
they be applied by a thoughtful non-Baha’i observer today?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa argues that “we resist the entire world and have defeated and continue to defeat
the armies of mighty nations.” In what sense does a minority religious community “defeat”
the nations that oppose it, given that the immediate historical record shows widespread
martyrdom and persecution rather than military victory?

3. The Qur’anic narrative of fallen civilizations (Ad, Thamud, Nimrod, Pharaoh) is presented
as empirical evidence of a law of history. What kind of historical argument is this? How does
it differ from secular philosophical accounts of historical decline (Gibbon on Rome, Toynbee
on civilizations) and what makes it distinctively theological?

4. The story of Abu Sufyan before the Egyptian king shows an intelligent adversary being
unwillingly convinced by his own testimony of the likely truth of what he opposes. What are
the ethical dimensions of a rhetorical strategy that extracts truth from opponents through
their own honest answers?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that “though I am weak, my support is strong.” This paradox of weak
instrument and strong divine backing runs through the entire prophetic tradition from Moses’
stutter to Paul’s “when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10). What spiritual
discipline does this paradox require—and what delusions does it guard against?

The Light of Guidance: Four Lights and the Black Pupil of the Eye

Key Passages

“The light is of four kinds: first, the light of the sun. It reveals objects to our perception,
but cannot itself realize them. Second, the light of the eye. It can realize objects,
but cannot understand them. Third, the light of wisdom. This both realizes and
understands objects. Fourth, the Light of Guidance. This is the Supreme Light, the
conscious Reality which comprehends mysteries.” — ABU3447

I liken you to the pupil of the eye. You are black and it is black, yet it becomes the
focus of light. — ABU3487

Context for Study

ABU3447 and ABU3487 record moments from ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s interaction with Louis Gregory, one
of the most significant African American Bahd’is of the early twentieth century—a lawyer, teacher,
and eventually Hand of the Cause of God. The taxonomy of light in ABU3447 is a philosophical
ladder: physical light (solar) enables sensory perception; optical light (retinal) enables recognition
of objects; intellectual light (wisdom) enables understanding; the Light of Guidance, the highest,
is a “conscious Reality which comprehends mysteries.” This is an epistemological hierarchy that
places religious gnosis at the summit of cognitive achievement—an argument familiar from Plato’s
divided line in the Republic, from al-Farabi’s faculty psychology, and from the Sufi hierarchy of
knowledge. The address to Louis Gregory in ABU3487 is one of the most memorable sentences
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in the corpus for its economy and its theological precision. Gregory was self-conscious about his
color in a racially stratified society; ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response does not deny the social fact of racial
marking but transfigures its meaning entirely: the pupil of the eye is black, and the pupil is the
precise anatomical point through which light enters and sight becomes possible. Blackness, in this
image, is not a deficiency but the condition of illumination. The reversal is complete: what appears
as the mark of social marginalization is revealed as the structural center of perception.

Questions for Reflection

1. The four-level taxonomy of light—solar, optical, intellectual, divine—places the Light of Guid-
ance above philosophical wisdom. How does this compare with the Platonic hierarchy from
sense-perception through mathematical reason to the Form of the Good, and with the Sufi
epistemological ladder from sense-knowledge through reason to kashf (mystical unveiling)?

2. The image of Louis Gregory as the pupil of the eye—black, yet the focus of light—is a
profoundly affirmative response to racial stigmatization. What is its rhetorical strategy, and
how does it compare with other traditions of “redemptive reversal” in which the socially
marginalized are named as spiritually central (the Beatitudes, the servant songs of Isaiah,
Dalit liberation theology)?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd’s image does not argue that racial difference is illusory or that color does not
matter; it argues that what appears as a mark of inferiority is in fact a mark of function. Is
this a satisfying response to racism, or does it risk aestheticizing what is a structural injustice?

4. Louis Gregory would become a Hand of the Cause of God, one of the highest positions
in the Baha’i community. In what ways does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s recognition of Gregory in this
conversation—treating him as a person of spiritual capacity and dignity at a time when Amer-
ican society systematically denied such recognition to Black people—exemplify the teaching
on racial unity articulated elsewhere in these volumes?

5. The Light of Guidance is described as a “conscious Reality which comprehends mysteries.”
What is the relationship between this ultimate light and the individual soul? Is the Light of
Guidance something the soul receives from without, something it becomes, or something it
already is at its deepest level?

Preparing the West: The Conditions for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Visit to
America

Key Passages

Your country must first acquire the capacity for Abdul-Baha’s presence and prepare a
complete and detailed feast containing every heavenly food. Then invite me, and that
heavenly food consists of deeds that conform to the divine teachings. The first food is the
love of God. The second food is attraction to the breaths of the Holy Spirit. The third
food is unity and harmony among all the divine friends. The fourth food is charitable
deeds and sincere intentions. The fifth food is truthfulness and trustworthiness and
kindness and purity of intention and service to all humanity. If such a delicious, sweet
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and pleasant feast is prepared and arranged, surely Abdul-Baha will fly to America to
partake of that feast. — AB03723

Now, praise be to God, time is being spent in this country in utmost joy and fragrance,
engaged in service to the Cause of God and servitude at the Sacred Threshold. And
when the intended service to the divine Kingdom is accomplished, travel to other regions
may occur. And if the friends of God throughout America achieve unity and harmony,
and manifest complete love and fellowship, and act according to the divine teachings
and counsels of the Blessed Beauty, this matter will become a magnet and draw ‘Abdu’l-
Bahé to make a journey to America. —
AB03012

Context for Study

The two texts on the conditions for ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s visit to America—AB03723 (addressed to an
American seeker) and AB03012 (addressed to the American Bahd’{ community)—belong to a dis-
tinctive genre of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s correspondence: the conditional invitation. The visit is real and
desired—he says “Abdul-Baha will fly to America to partake of that feast”—but its realization
is made contingent on the community’s spiritual preparation. This is not a test designed to ex-
clude; it is a theory of causation. The “feast” metaphor structures the conditions: five specific
foods (love of God, attraction to the Holy Spirit, unity among friends, charitable deeds and sincere
intentions, truthfulness and service to all humanity) must be prepared. The conditions are not
sectarian—service to all humanity is the final item on the list—and they are not conditions of
doctrinal correctness but of spiritual and ethical quality. The magnet image of AB03012 comple-
ments the feast image: unity and harmony among the American believers become a magnetic force
that draws ‘Abdu’l-Baha across the Atlantic. In both texts, the leader’s movement is figured as
responsive to the community’s spiritual state rather than as imposed on it from above. This is itself
a theological claim: the appearance of the divine in the world is conditioned by the receptivity of
the created order.

Questions for Reflection

1. The five foods of the heavenly feast—love of God, attraction to the Holy Spirit, unity, char-
itable deeds, truthfulness and service—form a spiritual curriculum. How does each item on
this list relate to the others, and what would it look like in practice for an American Bahd’i
community in 1911 to have prepared all five?

2. The conditional structure—*“if the friends achieve unity, this will become a magnet”—makes
the leader’s arrival dependent on the community’s preparation. This reverses the usual direc-
tion of religious authority, in which the teacher sets the conditions and the community must
meet them. What theological model of leadership does this reversal imply?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 eventually did travel to America (April-December 1912). In light of what you
know about the American Baha’i community of that period, how well had the “feast” been
prepared, and what were the most conspicuous deficiencies?

4. “Service to all humanity” is listed as the final and culminating food in the heavenly feast.
What does this placement imply about the relationship between interior spiritual qualities

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 143



Vol. 147: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1911, part I (Jan-May) Appendix

(love, attraction) and exterior social action (service), and how does it resist the temptation
to make inward spiritual development a substitute for engagement with the world?

5. The language of the magnetic community and the responding visit implies that the relation-
ship between teacher and community is one of genuine mutual responsiveness rather than
one-way authority. What are the institutional and spiritual implications of this model of
religious leadership for Baha’i communities today?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This volume covers the first months of 1911—a period of extraordinary energy, with ‘Abdu’l-Baha
newly settled in Egypt and dispatching teachers to Tashkent and Shanghai, receiving African Amer-
ican believers and European seekers, reinterpreting the meaning of martyrdom, and laying out the
spiritual conditions for his approaching journey to America. The Joseph typology that opens the
volume—the prisoner who becomes the pivot of civilization—frames everything that follows: the
release from prison is not an occasion for rest but an obligation of service, and the freedom won by
divine providence is immediately placed in the service of the teaching mission.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean to understand
one’s personal freedom—whether from imprisonment, from ignorance, from prejudice,
or from despair—as a divinely given opportunity for service rather than a personally
earned possession, and what transformation of desire, from comfort-seeking to seed-
sowing, does that understanding require?
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