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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii



Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 150

This 1911 volume belongs to a transitional moment: ‘Abdu’l-Baha has returned from the first
Western journey to Egypt for rest and recuperation, while continuing to address Eastern commu-
nities whose unity, education, and moral discipline remained essential to the worldwide expansion
now visibly underway. AB04633 looks forward from this period of return, explaining that He was
compelled to go back to Egypt because many from distant places were coming to meet Him, while
expressing the hope that in the spring He might hasten to America. AB12697 and AB09371 preserve
the same anticipatory mood in relation to Stuttgart, Boston, and America, and AB08783 notes His
acceptance of the Unity Church invitation and His hope for divine confirmation in traveling to
America.

The volume repeatedly interprets the Western triumph as the fruit of spiritual power rather than
circumstance. AB00196 is one of the strongest statements of this theme: Iran’s regeneration is
compared to Arabia’s transformation through Muhammad, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha contrasts the col-
lapse of two despotic powers with the Cause’s advance from the prison of ‘Akka, where “beneath
chains America was conquered.” Its martial vocabulary is deliberately transfigured: the sword is
the proclamation of human oneness, the army is the love of God, and the world’s thirst is met by
the flowing water of Baha’u’llah’s teachings. AB00564 extends the same thought globally, noting
public attention in America, movement in Africa and Asia, an English-language Baha’i newspaper
in Japan, and possible teaching journeys to China, while interpreting all opposition as powerless
before the penetration of the Word of God.

A central theological and ethical document is AB00414, addressed to the friends in Baghdad. It
gives a compressed theology of religious history by assigning a central purpose to each Dispensation:
obedience under Moses, character and forbearance under Christ, the overthrow of idolatry under
Muhammad, the severe transitional laws of the Bayan under the Bab, and, in the present age,
fellowship with all peoples, truthfulness, trustworthiness, kindness, and the proclamation of the
oneness of mankind. The tablet is also a direct response to disunity among the friends: Baha’u’llah’s
sufferings in Iran, Iraq, and the Most Great Prison are presented as having been endured so that
estrangement might be abolished. AB00763 gives a parallel outward-facing formulation, praising
societies that seek human unity and explaining that Baha’u’llah transformed the East’s religious
hatreds into fellowship through the power of the Word.

The volume also gives exceptional attention to education. AB00824 is one of its most practical
and far-reaching statements: a believer is told to remain at his post rather than travel, because
the school he serves would be disrupted; the tablet then lays out standards for school organization,
cleanliness, air, uniformity, courtesy, high aims, purity, firmness of purpose, and, above all, moral
training, which is said to be more important than book learning. AB01485 praises the Tarbiyat
School and its girls’ branch, calling useful knowledge, arts, crafts, and children’s education among
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the greatest bestowals, and describing the education of girls as the future means of transforming
households and the women of Tihran. AB01329 turns to youth more generally, calling the period of
youth the springtime of human life and summoning young believers to sanctity, detachment, high
aims, courage, learning, and spiritual distinction.

Several items add administrative, devotional, and historical texture. AB00759 stresses the Chicago
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, whose foundation stone he was to lay the following year, as a divine House of
Worship and gathering-place of mysteries; AB01240 notes that newspapers everywhere are men-
tioning the Cause and urges the friends to seize the moment for teaching; AB04093 and AB01067
continue the interpretive work around the Bab, the Twelfth Imam, and Shi’i traditions; AB01627
offers a historical excursus on Saladin and the Crusader period; and AB00534 preserves a vivid
account of Baha'u’llah’s attempt to reach Fort Tabarsi and the sudden death of Muhammad Shah
that averted an order for His execution. The volume is also rich in prayers and memorial tablets—
AB00489, AB01514, AB11821, and AB00686 among them—where martyrdom, bereavement, and
steadfastness are transformed into the language of eternal sovereignty. Taken together, these ma-
terials present 1911 as a year in which public proclamation in the West, recuperation in Egypt,
educational reform in Iran, and the pastoral care of Eastern communities are all gathered into
one larger enterprise: the conversion of spiritual triumph into disciplined institutions, luminous
conduct, and durable unity.
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AB12759

ABO07061

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said
Date: 1911-Dec-03 ca.
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Mr. Siyyid Asadu’llah is always in my thoughts and under
the gaze of kindness. During this journey, due to constant
engagement in teaching and spreading the divine fragrances
and giving talks day and night, there was absolutely no time
to write. Now I am headed to Alexandria and, God willing,
will make up for what was missed.

Praise be to God, in these regions the assistance and favor of
the Ancient Beauty encompassed the state of this provision-
less mosquito, and the victory of the Abha Kingdom became
manifest. The favors of the Greatest Name (may my spirit be
sacrificed for the dust of His threshold) became so evident and
clear that minds were astonished, and “whoever draws near to
Me by a span, I will draw near to them by a cubit” became
witnessed.

In any case, it is midnight, I found a brief moment and engaged
in writing.
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AB12759

To: Mina Digel, in Stuttgart
Date: 1911-Dec-04

O handmaiden of God! Your letter was received and supplica-
tions were offered at the divine threshold that infinite favors
may encompass you and your relatives. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12697

To: Baha’is of Stuttgart, Germany
Date: 1911-Dec-05

O ye holy souls!

Your letter was received. Its contents created the utmost hap-
piness. Praise be to God that the hearts of the believers in
Stuttgart are overflowing with the Love of God, the souls are
rejoiced with the Glad-tidings of God and the ears are expect-
ing to listen to the Call of God.

You have requested my Presence in Stuttgart. I will endeavor
as far as possible; perchance I may find an opportunity to come
there for one day.

Upon ye be Baha El Abha!

BBBD.136

AB12733

To: Margarete Doring, in Stuttgart
Date: 1911-Dec-05

O handmaiden of God, the near one, Margaret Daring! O
cherished handmaiden of God! Your letter was received. It
was evidence of your utmost attraction to the Kingdom of God.
Be grateful that you have been blessed with such a bounty and
strive to become the cause of guidance to others, so that the
endless favors of the Lord God may encompass you.

> And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.145
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AB04633

To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1911-Dec-06

O divine loved ones and cherished handmaidens of God!
‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost longing to meet you but is
compelled to return to the East, for I have promised to meet
with a great multitude who are coming from far distances,
and if the meeting does not take place they will become
discouraged. Therefore, I must return to Egypt, and I hope
that in the spring no obstacles will arise so that with the
utmost joy and fragrance I may hasten to America solely to
meet the friends, that the means of happiness may be provided
and the glad-tidings of the Abha Kingdom may encompass
all.

May the gatherings and meetings be illumined by the light of
the Sun of Reality and may the nostrils be perfumed with holy
fragrances. May the hearts be stirred with joy and ecstasy
and may the souls be attracted to the Abha Kingdom. May
the outpourings of the Holy Spirit encompass all and may an
assembly of the denizens of the Kingdom be formed in this
earthly realm.

Glad tidings! Glad tidings! The favors of the Most Great
Name are all-encompassing! Glad tidings! Glad tidings! The
lights of the Abha Kingdom are shining! Glad tidings! Glad
tidings! The gates of heaven are opened and the call of the
Kingdom is raised!
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AB12760

To: Anna Kostlin, in Stuttgart
Date: 1911-Dec-07

He is the Beloved

O thou who art attracted by the love of God! Give thanks
unto God that thou didst hearken unto the divine call and
didst obtain joy and gladness from the celestial melody and
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didst enter the Kingdom of God. Now is the time to give the
glad-tidings of the Kingdom.

BBBD.147

AB04359

To: Ellah A Rice-Wray, in Paris
Date: 1911-Dec-20

O my heavenly daughter!

Thy letter has been received. Its content showed that thou
art a true believer and assured and firm in the Covenant and
Testament.

Anyone turning his face to the Kingdom of Abha today, will
find that confirmations shall surround him from all directions
and that the doors of Heaven shall be opened; By the showers
of the Rain of Mercy, he will grow upon like a new shoot and
shine forth like a star from the firmament of Eternal Heavens.

Thou hast written about thy intention of getting married.
Marry thou a wise, perfect, learned, experienced and faithful
person, so that thy time may pass in joy and happiness from
beginning up to the end. My hope is that thou mayest be
assisted in all thy affairs.

Convey my utmost kindness to thy respected mother; I beg of
God she will be assisted to render a great service to the cause
of Baha'u’llah, so that it may make her face to shine brilliantly
in both worlds.

The Holy Leaves are much obliged for your greetings. They
send you most wonderful Abha greetings.

Upon thee be Baha’ol Abha.

BSTW#424
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ABO08783

To: Edgar Swan Weers, in Montclair, NJ
Date: 1911-Dec-20

O seeker of truth! Your letter was received. I have accepted
the invitation of the Unity Church and I seek divine confirma-
tions that I may succeed in traveling to America. You had
written that you are free from Christian dogmas - this news
brought me joy, for what could be better than spiritual free-
dom? And surely you are sincere, therefore hearing the teach-
ings of Baha’u’llah has brought the utmost joy and you have
become my true friend. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB10368

To: Agnes S Parsons
Date: 1911-Dec-21

O thou maidservant of God! Thank God that thou art as-
sisted in the favored services of the Kingdom of Abha and art
confirmed in the promotion of the religion of God. Rest thou
assured that the Holy Spirit is thy protector and thy Guardian.
I have accepted your invitation. I shall pray in behalf of thy
son.

O S 2aith Sledz § o8 K8 il
S g B o for s A S A
5o s b A CJJ{JL.M
f«ié")i g east Jsd Lyl oney ol

546 V.a\f'- s ¢

ANDA#43-44 p.90, NJB_ v024:14-16 p.007

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5


https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-43-44
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_2/Issue_14
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-43-44
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_2/Issue_14

Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

AB10336

AB09371

Date: 1911-Dec ca.

O respected personage! Your blessed letter was noted and its
meanings were clear evidence of sincere intentions. Therefore
I became happy and grateful.

Out of utmost eagerness I wished to hasten immediately to
America, but compelling circumstances necessitated traveling
to the East. Therefore in the coming spring I am firmly deter-
mined to journey to America purely for the purpose of meeting
the true friends.

And when I arrive in Boston, the matter will certainly be con-
sidered according to your honor’s wish and command. I hold
respect for you with heart and soul.
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AB10336

To: Baha’is in Washington D.C., in Washington, DC
Date: 1911

O friends of God! T have heard that at the time of bidding
farewell to Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, you arranged a magnificent
gathering and showed the utmost consideration. As the forma-
tion of that gathering was clear evidence of the attraction of
the hearts of the friends, it became the cause of spiritual joy
and delight. Through the favors of the Blessed Beauty, a great
reward is assured.
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AB00196

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O descendant of the revered martyr! ‘Abdu’l-Baha received
your letter dated the 29th of Rabi’u’th-Thani and was informed
of its contents. Praise be to God that you are successful in ser-
vice and steadfast in servitude at the Threshold of Baha’u’llah,
and you are honored and near to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The Lord of
all worlds, through pure grace and bounty, has honored the
temple of Iran with a distinguished garment and placed upon
Iran a crown whose brilliant jewels shall shine throughout the
ages - and that is the manifestation of this wondrous Cause.

2 For any nation or people that falls into the depths of degra-
dation and decline will not rise again until the Great Resur-
rection occurs. Like a patient with a chronic illness who finds
no cure in plantain and manna, nor relief in marshmallow and
violet - what is needed is a Chinese antidote and divine elixir
to cause a mighty stirring in the blood and bring about suf-
ficient crisis. One must deeply study the history of the an-
cients. For example, the Arab people fell to the lowest depths
of degradation, becoming accustomed to baseness and nothing-
ness, deprived of the glory of existence. Progress and vitality
through mere planning was impossible and unattainable, for
the power of planning could not make the poor Abu Dharr
a prince, nor could human thought and contemplation grant
prosperity to ‘Ammar, son of Yasir. The thoughts and opin-
ions of the wise could not raise Arabia to the heights of eternal
glory, nor make the Caesars and Chosroes conquered and sub-
dued by those barefooted people. But when spiritual power
emerged and the light of prophethood shone forth, a mighty
resurrection occurred and an intense stirring appeared in veins
and nerves. Thus in a brief period it raised those dull people
from the lowest depths of abasement to the heights of glory.
Iran and Turan were conquered, and the Roman Empire was
humiliated and overthrown.

3 Now, can such a mighty matter be achieved through the power
of planning? No, by God! This matter is as clear as the sun.
Iran is now in the same condition - it will not be saved from
this degradation through the clamor and uproar of revolution-
aries, the good planning of moderates, or the competence and
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insight of politicians. But you will observe that through di-
vine confirmation, Iran will surge forth in such a way that its
life-giving flood will make the regions of the world verdant and
flourishing. But alas, the Iranians are in the utmost heedless-
ness and forgetfulness of this great bounty - like a child who
gives away a jewel for a piece of bread. However, the Divine
Will has been set in motion and spiritual power has welled up
in Iran. This is an inevitability and an unfailing promise.

Present this matter to that distinguished person of lofty ac-
complishments: that with all these hostile factions, differing
opinions, hidden corruptions, and secret societies, it is evident
that beneficial results are impossible. One must lay a founda-
tion and establish a structure whose palace will reach beyond
the Pleiades. Therefore, the far-sighted person should render
whatever service possible to the Divine Court so as to find the
way to the celestial palace - that is, to awaken Iran so that
they may cling to that which strengthens the foundation, seek
eternal prosperity, and allow a power to course through their
veins and nerves like a spirit, enabling them to progress with
utmost speed and excel all other nations. Consider that two
despotic governments strove for years to uproot and destroy
this exile, especially ‘Abdu’l-Hamid...

But this servant placed his trust in God and resisted with all his
might and remained steadfast. In the end their vast palace was
laid waste while this servant’s weak foundation became mani-
fest. They scattered their crown and throne to the wind, and
despite two million troops were vanquished and defeated, while
this servant, without helper or assistant, alone and single, was
imprisoned in the fortress of Akka in a state of captivity and
helplessness. Yet praise be to God, through the power of the
love of God such victories were achieved that beneath chains
America was conquered and in the dark and narrow prison the
banner was raised in the countries of the West. Though it is
not evident now, the sound of this morning drum shall become
known.

i When the Apostle of God - may my spirit be sacrificed for

Him - was besieged by the confederates during the Battle of
the Trench and was occupied with digging the trench, a heavy
rock was discovered which the companions could not move. His
Holiness came with all the companions to remove that rock.
He had a staff in His blessed hand and in such state He struck
that rock and said: “The kingdoms of the Persians have been
conquered.” He struck again and said: “The domains of the
Caesars have been subdued.” A group of hypocrites who were
there with His Holiness said: “Glory be to God! What words
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are these? We are besieged by weak Arab tribes, even cut
off from water and vegetation, rejected and defeated, yet this
person speaks of conquering the kingdoms of the Persians and
Romans? What tale is this and what account?” Not long
passed before those same Arabs entered the palace of Chosroes
and said: “This is what God and His Apostle promised us, and
true was the Messenger.”

Now observe what spiritual power accomplishes, especially the
teachings of Baha’u’llah and the mysteries of this Cause and
the foundation of this Revelation which has no denier. The
horizons are like a thirsty fish and the teachings of the Blessed
Beauty are flowing water. No sword and no bloodshed, no ex-
communication and no destruction, no restriction and no op-
position, no burden. Its sword is the proclamation of human
oneness, its world-conquering blade is divine bestowal, its mil-
itary might is the love of God, its army’s laws and principles
are the expression of the knowledge of God, its commander-
in-chief is the light of God’s guidance, its principles and laws
are love and kindness toward all humanity, to such degree that
even the stranger is a friend, the other is a companion, the
enemy a loved one, the ill-wisher a well-wisher, and this is how
one behaves, for He addresses humanity saying that all peoples
are the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch.

S tatms Pl et b S~ 4y
d,.'\a,@u,u;\,g,;\&ﬁw
E) ojw{‘ &Lﬂ C)'J.e u‘ﬁ u;\ uﬁ.ﬁ}
e s Carle Ol alene 0 old
ol Ol K3, CARN gl Sy
b s a2 a6 8 Olgl 3yly o 2
O A Bdoo 5 Ay 5 A1 ey

At &y ymn O S L i Sl s
s Ao Akl d o padl de
Pleoasle GBT 5,10 Ko aglan] (ol
Oy @ Shbe dles s 5 ol a2fic
Sk &y GiSS &y e &y e &
Frid S8y 2k e &
Sl & Sldl e ©umy ONel
1 A o Hladke fod Gl Coage
GVl Lo jpe Oy palew 1
5 S lE s deel Al s s
G & e QUi g5 mm L Gl
oy Cmngs s s el sl o
Ol ) adae 5, k5 Gl 5 ol 5 e
bed & e mm g oo GLAI Ly
B SPETIE Y

DAS.1913-12-30x, ADMS#065105x
INBA85:495, BRL__DAK#0590,
MKT2.257, AMK.155-159, AHB_ 127BE
#05-06 p.154, PYM.112ax, MAS5.090,
YHA1.380-381x, YHA1.417x
AB00414

To: Baha’is of Baghdad et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! For some time, my heart
was grieved and my soul distressed due to discord and lack of
unity among the friends in the City of God. Therefore, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha did not maintain continuous correspondence with the
friends of that city. However, as in these days news of unity
among the righteous has been heard from every corner by
friend and stranger alike, this pen has repeatedly engaged in
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mentioning those servants of the Lord, so that holding fast to
the sure handle may increase and love and unity among the
friends may grow. O party of God! The Blessed Beauty, for
fifty years, was at times in chains and fetters, and at times
afflicted by the punishment of the wicked. Finally imprisoned
in Iran, after plunder and pillage and tribulations beyond en-
durance, He was exiled to Iraq. During His stay in Iraq, He
had not a moment’s rest nor a night of peaceful sleep. He was
constantly the target of arrows and in great danger from the
reach of enemies. Again He was banished to Bulgaria, and af-
ter some time was confined in the Most Great Prison, where
for nearly twenty-five years He remained the Wronged One of
the horizons.

2 This letter cannot contain the tribulations and afflictions of

the Intended One. In brief, during His lifetime, comfort was
entirely absent. The Promised Beauty endured all these afflic-
tions and trials so that unity of humankind might be estab-
lished among people, and oneness and unity might be founded,
and the foundation of discord and estrangement might be com-
pletely destroyed.

In all His tablets He urged, encouraged and explicitly stated
that prosperity and success are confined to the unity of the
human world, which must spread through all horizons like the
rays of the morning lamp. For in every Manifestation when
the dawn of guidance shone forth, its subject was a particular
matter. In the days of Moses, the subject of God’s law was obe-
dience and submission to the Lord of Hosts, with ordinances
of utmost severity and difficulty. Thus in the Qur’an it states:
“Qur Lord! Lay not on us a burden like that which Thou didst
lay on those before us”” And in the day when the brilliant
Sun of Christ dawned, the subject and foundation of His law
was good character, fellowship and harmony, and not taking
revenge on the people of discord and opposition. Therefore He
said: “Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also.” And in the day of Muhammad’s appear-
ance, the subject of God’s command and foundation of religion
was breaking of idols, prevention of idol worship, humbling of
pharaohs and abasement of tyrants. And in the day of the
Bab’s appearance, the purport of the Bayan was unification
of religions through beheading, burning of books and papers,
destruction of shrines, and general slaughter except of those
who believed and were faithful.
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But in this wondrous Dispensation and glorious century, the
foundation of God’s religion and the subject of His law is the
Most Great Kindness, the Most Great Mercy, fellowship with
all peoples, truthfulness and trustworthiness, heartfelt kind-
ness to all groups and peoples, and proclamation of the one-
ness of mankind - so much so that strangers become friends
and others are counted as loved ones. One must deal with all
human beings of whatever religion or group with the utmost
friendship, truthfulness, trustworthiness, godliness, fellowship
and unity. Now is it fair that this luminous dawn of God’s
Cause and this divine star of God’s religion should be veiled
and hidden by the clouds of discord between friends and lack
of unity? No, by God! Rather, we must sacrifice ourselves
for strangers, let alone friends; we must worship others, let
alone loved ones. This is God’s law, God’s religion, and God’s
command in this glorious century and mighty age. My hope is
that the friends in Iraq will become like lamps illumined by the
dawning light, and I constantly beseech at the threshold of the
Blessed Beauty and implore heavenly bounties for those merci-
ful friends, that each may shine like a star from the horizon of
sanctity and, like breezes from the source of grace, bestow the
spirit of life upon every withered and faded soul. And upon
you be the most glorious Glory.
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To: Rahman son of Muhammad Ali the martyr et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1911 ca.
O remnants of the martyrs in the path of God! Your letters L& sladsl d“ &l OBl ol

have been received and despite the lack of a moment’s spare
time they were perused with the utmost attention. Since it is
impossible to answer each letter separately, I am writing you
collectively, and this you will surely excuse.

Indeed as a result of the outrages perpetrated by the wicked,
the attacks of the rapacious beasts and the onslaught of the
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ravening wolves, those blessed souls have endured woeful tribu-
lations and have borne dire sufferings and distressing calami-
ties, each of which calleth for weeping and wailing, for sighing
and lamentation. Were eyes to shed tears of blood, they would
afford no consolation. By reason of these tragic events ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is assailed by despondency and anguish and is beset by
bitter sadness and grief.

However, when we ponder carefully it will be observed that
these unceasing trials and afflictions, these successive ordeals,
though they break one’s back, crush one’s strength and ex-
haust one’s endurance, are among the greatest gifts of God,
the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, for He thereby accepteth
the self-sacrifice which certain souls are prompted to make in
His path, enabling them to attire their heads with the glori-
ous crown of martyrdom and to establish themselves upon the
throne of everlasting sovereignty. Such hath ever been the
qualification of them that enjoy near access unto God, such
are the attributes of the pure in heart.

This life will surely pass away like unto a fleeting shadow and
the gay trappings of this earthly existence will soon be rolled
up. The cup of bitter death will be borne round and the fire
of anguish and despair will be set ablaze. The foundation of
human life will crumble and this clamorous outcry and tumult
will be hushed to silence and stillness. Rejoicings will cease
and pleasures will come to an end. The souls will set out
empty-handed on their journey to the next world, compassed
by intense grief and anguish. Of the contemplations of bygone
days, of the former life of comfort, joy and power not a single
vestige will be left. Utter perdition will prevail and everyone’s
grievous loss and deprivation will be laid bare.

However, such faithful friends as have laid down their lives as
martyrs will be stirred by the waves of the ocean of ecstasy.
They will be filled with joy and radiance through the revela-
tion of heavenly glad-tidings, will receive divine confirmations
of loving-kindness and will be sustained by the wondrous bless-
ings of the peerless Lord in such wise that they will be moved
to say: “Praise be unto God that during our lifetime in this
mortal world we became the target of darts in the path of God
and were exposed to the dire peril of arrows and spears. Every
day a shaft of cruelty was hurled at us, and every moment we
drank our fill from the draught of affliction, till eventually we
hastened forth to the field of martyrdom for the sake of His
love, and offered up our hearts and souls in the path of the
All-Merciful.”

Indeed at that moment such souls will rejoice with exceeding
gladness and will be so carried away by the joyful tidings of
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God that they will wing their flight to the heaven of eternal
glory with the utmost ecstacy, exultation and spiritual bliss-
fulness. It is our ardent hope now that We too may partake
of a drop from this celestial cup and may receive a portion
from this life-giving draught. Verily, my Lord will vouchsafe
His special favours unto whomsoever He pleaseth. No God is
there but Him, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

Now praise be to God that the remnants of the families of the
martyrs stand like a mighty structure, firm, steadfast and im-
movable. Before the eyes of the peoples of East and West they
have proved themselves to be wholly self-sacrificing, eager to
rush forth to the field of martyrdom, denizens of the kingdom
of His love, seated upon the throne of eternal glory, knights of
the arena of sacrifice, and rulers of the realm of renunciation
and constancy.

Therefore ye should not be sad or sorrowful, nor be oppressed
with grief and despondency. Rather it behoveth you to render
Him thanksgiving for being the survivors of those illustrious
souls, the remnants of them that are favoured at the Threshold
of the Almighty. In truth these calamities and sufferings are
a glorious diadem whose glittering gems will shed lustre upon
ages and centuries to come.
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To: Baha’is of Bandar-i-Jaz, in Bandar Jaz
Date: 1911 ca.

O true friends! The blessed photographs of those friends ar-
rived and were examined multiple times with utmost eagerness.
The faces were luminous and the countenances merciful. When
I looked at them, I saw the friends present in the gathering of
fellowship and found the utmost expansion of heart and dila-
tion of breast. Glory be to God! What fellowship is this and
what love! It is the radiation of the lights of revelation that
has encompassed from the Abha Kingdom and bestowed such
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love and connection upon the hearts, and granted such spiritu-
ality and joy to the souls that they have become as one soul
and one heart. Thousands of leagues are no barrier to meeting,
and distance is no obstacle to hearing speech.

O divine friends! In the days when the Blessed Beauty was
traveling toward the Fort of Tabarsi, they reached the village of
Niyala which was near the fort. When Mirza Taqi, the governor
of Amul who was the nephew of Abbas-Quli Khan, heard news
of the Blessed Beauty, he was certain they were heading to
the fort, which was under siege. Therefore he gathered a great
multitude of soldiers and others, and at midnight surrounded
the room where the Blessed Beauty was staying. They fired
from a distance and brought the Blessed Beauty with eleven
horsemen to Amul. All the clergy and notables of Amul arose
to put the Blessed Beauty to death, but Mirza Taqi Khan was
very fearful of this matter and somehow prevented the group
from carrying out the execution, though other injuries were
inflicted. Then a letter arrived from Abbas-Quli Khan saying
“O Mirza Taqi, what a terrible mistake you have made! Beware,
beware lest a single hair be lost from the head of the Blessed
Beauty, for such enmity between our family and their family
would never be forgotten. You must absolutely disperse the
attackers and never allow any aggression.”

However, when the government of Amul and the army also
learned that the Blessed Beauty’s purpose was to reach the fort
by any means to extinguish this fire of oppression, tyranny, war
and conflict, they maintained utmost vigilance and prevented
approach to the fort. Thus the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones - proceeded to Bandar Jaz, and
the leaders of Bandar Jaz showed the utmost consideration
and respect. Then Muhammad Shah issued an order through
Haji Mirza Aqasi for the execution of the Blessed Beauty, and
secret news of this reached Bandar Jaz. By chance, they were
invited the next day to a village by one of the local chiefs. The
Russian servants and some of the khans strongly insisted that
the Blessed Beauty board a Russian ship, but despite their
insistence and pleading it was not accepted. Rather, the next
morning they proceeded to that village with a large group. On
the way, a horseman arrived and gave a letter to the Russian
naval officer. When he opened it, he cried out with utmost
joy and said in the Mazanderani language “The man has died”
- meaning Muhammad Shah had died. Therefore that day,
when the khans and all those present learned of the secrets
- that Muhammad Shah had issued the order for the Blessed
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Beauty’s execution and this had happened - they held a great
celebration and passed that night in utmost joy.

The purpose of this story is for the divine friends to know
that at one time the holy lights of the Blessed Face shone
upon that land. Inevitably its mighty effects are that the holy
fragrances spread in that gathering of fellowship and blessed
souls arise in that land to conduct themselves according to the
divine teachings and become the cause of educating a great
multitude. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB00564

To: Qaini, Muhammad Rida et al., in Birjand
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was re-
ceived and the glad tidings of the enthusiasm in the hearts of
the friends of God lit the candle of joy and brought spiritual
delight.

‘Abdu’l-Baha traveled to the land of Joseph of Canaan and be-
came renowned for servitude at the Holy Threshold. Although
He is in danger from the attacks of factions and false rumors
and newspaper calumnies, yet it is hoped that this journey will
bear fruit and cause the fame and mention of the Cause of God
to stir these regions. A seed has been sown and watered, and
through the rain of the Lord’s mercy it will surely be confirmed,
sprout and grow verdant and flourishing.

3 Praise be to God, through the grace and bounty of the Most
Great Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones),
the call of God’s Cause is raised in all regions and the fame
of the Word of God resounds in every clime. In these days
in America the Cause of God is celebrated with illuminations
and salvos, in Africa and Asia there is commotion among Turk
and Tajik, and in the capital of Japan a Baha’i newspaper has

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ol )y ey W Pl Ol B
dlsls af Al el O oy~
s s Gl b s o 3L

3 ok e QWS ey Bl s
S ke a8t e Ol s
22 S OLde 5 Garlyl y Ol et
N&@\fw%@\&,w\ﬁh}
b G o il o) a3l 5 s 5 255 2
K be alaw 5 558 onilid) ué ;jc,fﬁ
5 dae el ap2 a b Ky, o) Ol

>35 (';‘:}.w
L;J)V.Ey\fw\c,,af}w@ﬁs,\}-\ 3
iy GUT o 53 1 ol o1 STadl 40N
u&ng;\ﬁ);mwij\
Ol 1y i) o) Sl oLl o s w0
S ol bl 5 Sy el Ky
Ol Gasliyy, Oble 26l 53 5 Kl

15


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-11.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/464.pdf#page=1
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS5/mas5-169.html

Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

ABO00564

been established which the learned scholar Barkatullah of India
publishes in English. Some of the American friends intend to
journey to China to raise the call in those lands. In Europe
and Asia the drum of the Supreme Concourse is beating.

Glory be to God! Despite this all-compelling divine Cause and
the penetration of the Word of God and diffusion of the di-
vine fragrances, a few wayward souls weaker than gnats in a
bathhouse or autumn leaves aim to break the Covenant and vi-
olate the Testament. Alas! Alas! This celestial melody cannot
be resisted by earthly ravens, and this song of the nightingale
of meanings cannot be matched by crows of the mortal fur-
The wing of Gabriel cannot be equaled by the wings
of a lowly fly, and the darkness of abasement and humiliation
cannot veil the lights of the Sun of Truth. If there were justice,
all would testify that this Pen could not stir East and West
except through the aid of the Blessed Beauty’s grace, and this
melody could not cause the regions to vibrate save through the
confirmation of the Most Great Name. The blind deny the sun
and think they have accomplished something, unaware they
have only revealed their own blindness.

nace.

5 In any case, you had written that the friends at the frontier

of Qa’in and Sistan also have a right. Surely detailed and
extensive letters from the pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha have been sent
to those regions. Their right has been given many times over
and will be given again. Pray that God gives strength to my
pen - God willing there will be no shortcoming.

You had written that you hastened to the farm of Khunik
purely to meet the friends and an gathering was arranged there.
I beseech the All-Knowing Lord that that gathering may ap-
pear in the utmost spirit and fragrance and be adorned with
the ornament of the recognition of the All-Merciful Lord.

You had written that the cholera epidemic has taken hold in
those regions, therefore a plea was made at the Holy Threshold
that this affliction be removed and the inhabitants of those
lands be saved from the grip of this severe illness.

Mulla Yusuf is truly self-sacrificing and strives day and night
with utmost effort to spread the divine fragrances. Today who-
ever arises to serve the Cause of God and opens their tongue
to teach the Cause of God will be confirmed by the breaths of
the Holy Spirit.
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Convey to all my relatives the Most Glorious and Most Won-
drous greetings from me, and convey to all the friends of the
land of Kha my utmost longing. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Khanum Liqa (related to Mirza Muhammad) et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O kindred of His Honor the pilgrim, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Muham-
mad! For some days he hath been our companion and intimate
associate, our confidant and trusted friend; and ever, in the
utmost joy and gladness, hath he been occupied with the re-
membrance of the friends and with mention of those beloved
ones who are attached unto him. A proof thereof is this special
letter, which, at his request, hath been penned:

O Friends and Maidservants of the All-Merciful One!

All souls in this world whether high or low live in this world
like insects and animals and their end will be hopelessness,
failure, regret, and remorse for they obtained no benefit in this
world and they did not tread the path of salvation and even
though in this world they were as merchants yet they had no
profit from the sale of their merchandise and achieved no gain
apart from those souls who became vivified from the breath
of the All Merciful One apart from those souls who attained
the well beloved one, apart from those hearts that became
infatuated and intoxicated of God. These are the ones who are
free and who have obtained all their joy and fragrance from the
manifestation of the most great name. These ones who truly
reach the apex of their aspiration. These are the women who
have attained the most great bounty. In this world which is a
dust heap of loss they have reared an edifice whose foundation
is everlasting, whose heights have reached high heaven.

If you should know to what grace you have attained if you
should only realise the bounties that have been vouchsafed
to you then truly you shall shed tears of joy like rain laden
clouds of winter and you shall laugh like happy and verdant
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meadows. These bounties are now like a pure seed which have
been planted in a clean soil but when these are planted they
shall become verdant and green, they shall push forth branches
and leaves and constitute a mighty harvest then it will become
a mighty and bountful harvest. Well has it been said by the
poet when the seed is hidden under the earth its mystery will be
unravelled when the garden is fully verdant “like a seed which
sends forth its blade makes it strong and then becomes thick
and its own stem filling the sowers with wonder and delight”.!

Consider the earlier centuries those souls which had no name
or trace when they hasted to the shade of the merciful one
they each one of them became a luminous scintillating star,
the banners of victorious kings were eventually hurled down
but the flags of those believing souls is still waving in the apex
of heavenly glory. The edifice of sovereigns and monarchs was
uprooted but the edifice of those weak souls became as mighty
mansions and passed high heaven. Therefore ponder on this
that the bounties of the blessed beauty have vouchsafed such
a grace and such an honour and dignity. Give thanks for this
bounty in this glorious centuy.

Upon you be the glory of glories.

O my Lord and my hope and ultimate desire! Verily Your ser-
vant Muhammad supplicates to Your kingdom and implores
Your dominion and seeks Your pardon and forgiveness for his
noble father and beloved brother. O Lord, he is Your repentant
servant and faithful follower who has walked the most straight
path and become intoxicated with the choice wine of Your fa-
vors from the elegant cup. O Lord, make him an intercessor
through Your great bounty and answer his prayer through Your
mighty mercy. Forgive his father and brother their sins and
errors, admit them to the garden of grace and bounty, ordain
for them immortality in the paradise of meeting, sustain them
from the heavenly table, and make them signs of Your pardon
and forgiveness in Your most glorious kingdom. Verily You are
the Forgiving, the Generous, and You are the Ever-Turning,
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

1Qur’an 48:29.
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AB00686

To: Nimatullah Muhammad Husayn et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O God! O Thou Who dost revive souls with the fragrant
breaths wafting from the gardens of holiness in the midst of
Paradise! I take refuge at Thy spacious door, beseeching Thee
to breathe with Thy merciful breath into the heart of every ser-
vant who supplicates Thy divine Kingdom. Strengthen these
chosen ones whom Thou hast selected from among all peo-
ple with mighty power, that they may take the most excellent
path, be illumined by the light of guidance, be enlightened by
the lights of piety, and follow Thy tolerant and radiant Law.

O Lord! These are servants who have endured every hardship
and calamity, who have borne the most great catastrophe, who
have arisen for Thy exalted Word, who have held fast to the
firm handle, who have loved submission and acquiescence - nay
rather, who have shown joy and gladness in times of great tribu-
lation when attacked by evil people, and who have never ceased
to desire every poisoned arrow, every unsheathed sword, and
every brandished spear in Thy path, O Ever-Living, O Self-
Subsisting! My Lord! Make them dawning-places of inspira-
tion, daysprings of lights, and rising-points of stars and traces.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Precious, the All-Choosing,
and verily Thou art powerful over all things.

O loving friends! ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in complete effacement and
nothingness at the Threshold of Baha, supplicates and im-
plores, seeking for the old friends and new companions con-
firmation of steadfastness and firmness, that they may at ev-
ery moment become intimate with a bounty, and with every
breath find new life through the divine breath. It is certain
that the Glorious Lord will accept this lowly servant’s desire
at His Threshold of Oneness. My wish and purpose was to
write to the friends individually, but alas, I have no time or
opportunity. This letter is like an ocean that gives life to thou-
sands of fish, surging with waves for each fish and at the height
of overflow. And since this letter is adorned with mention of
the Blessed Beauty, it will surely become an ocean and water
a vast desert. Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory, O chosen
ones of God, and upon you be greetings and praise, O loved
ones of God!

My Lord! Verily Thy servant Hasan, Thy bonded one Ghulam-
‘Ali, Thy captive Qurban-‘Ali, Thy beloved Hasan, and Thy
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distinguished and manifest servant ‘Ali have left this earthly
homeland and soared to the summit of meanings to make their
nests in the Tuba tree through Thy sublime bestowals. My
Lord! Cause to grow in their wings the primaries of power, the
strong flight feathers of might, the secondaries of length, and
the coverts of aid, until they reach the Kingdom of forgiveness
and the Heaven of grace and beneficence. Make their hopes
eagy of fulfillment, manifest unto them the lights of beauty, and
make them immortal in the gathering-place of lights. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Most High.

5 QA bl 1577 5 e Sae W
s G LS Lds) Gl o) ) Il
i) Gl O Il Kl b
PRSFATN RN RTINS P
5 0Ll C))?w A ey s 0 Bl
S UV G Ly 0l il g
BN a5 JUEL 1L e ¥

SEIPSNREIY

TABN.342

AB00763

To: The Friends Assembly in Lancashire and Cheshire, in Cheshire, England

Date: 1911 ca.

O heavenly friends! Your letter was received and its contents
brought joy and delight. Praise be to God that such a society
has been established to serve the unity of the human world and
seek equality among all humanity.

Although in Western lands, through the achievement of justice,
hatred and enmity between religions and nations had dimin-
ished, in Eastern lands conflict, strife, enmity and hatred be-
tween religions and faiths had reached such a degree that they
would drink each other’s blood like sweet water. If they had
the opportunity, they would set fire to each other’s homes and
burn each other’s books. If by chance their clothing brushed
against another’s in the street, they would either burn that
clothing or wash it.

The East was in this sorrowful state and afflicted with such
darkness of prejudice and oppression when Baha’u’llah raised
the banner of the unity of humanity and promoted equality
among all people. He removed the foundation of estrangement
and laid the basis of oneness. Through the power of the Word
of God and the luminosity of His teachings, He dispelled the
intense darkness of enmity and established the light of love.

The East became illumined and the star of eternal life shone
forth brilliantly. Different conflicting groups gathered together
in perfect fellowship and harmony at the banquet of unity and
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table of love, as though all were kith and kin, or son and fa-
ther, or brother and sister. Nay, greater than that - the candle
of love was lit and the anthem of human unity reached the
Kingdom of God. The feast of fellowship was adorned and the
celebration of unity was established. The light of accord and
agreement shone forth and the principle of human oneness be-
came fixed in hearts. These divine teachings were established
and implemented by Baha’u’llah.

The power of the Spirit of Baha’u’llah so penetrated hearts that
enemy became friend, stranger became intimate, the detested
became beloved, and the rejected attained acceptance. Now
the Baha’is do not look at people but rather turn to the Lord
of humanity. Therefore they see no enemies but count enemies
as friends. They know no strangers but call others companions.
If they witness oppression they consider it transient; if they
observe justice they know it enduring. If they become the
target of enmity they consider it like a shadow, and if they see
love they deem it like the rays of the sun. For the darkness of
oppression cannot resist the light of justice, and the sweetness
of love eliminates the bitterness of enmity. Therefore they show
love and kindness even to oppressors, tyrants and bloodthirsty
ones.

We hope that the radiance of these teachings will illuminate all
horizons and the spirituality of these counsels will cause FEast
and West to embrace like two passionate lovers, so that this
pavilion of the unity of humanity may cast its shade at the cen-
ter of the world and make the five continents as one continent,
unite different nations into a single nation, make opposing re-
ligions one religion, and distant homelands one homeland, and
diverse tongues one language.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

ROL.055-057
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To: Mountfort Mills
Date: 1911 ca.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter which you
had written through Mr. Woodcock was received. Its con-
tents were evidence of firmness in the Covenant of the Ever-
Living, Ever-Abiding Lord. Blessed are those souls who have
completely detached themselves from the world and its peo-
ple, who have even completely forgotten themselves, who are
intimate day and night with the breathings of the Holy Spirit,
who have arisen to serve the Lord of Hosts, and who proclaim
the appearance of the Kingdom of God. Such souls shall soon
become branches of the Tree of Life, growing and flourishing
at the center of paradise, yielding blossoms and fruits of re-
alities and mysteries, and witnessing the confirmations of the
Lord of the Kingdom encompassing them from every direction.
My hope is that such blessed souls will be raised up in the
American continent.

Convey my spiritual message to Mrs. Robert Brookall and
say: Give thanks to God that you have been baptized with the
water of life, the spirit of the Kingdom, and the fire of the love
of God, and have become a new creation, succeeding in the
second birth. How blessed you are! Arise in thanksgiving for
this great bounty.

Convey my utmost respect to Mr. Howell and say that the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of Chicago is of the utmost importance.
This is a Baha’i Temple, a divine house of worship, a spiritual
gathering place, and a heavenly meeting place of mysteries.
The friends must strive with all their hearts so that this edifice
will be raised.

Convey my most wonderful and glorious greetings to Mr. Stone
and say: This is the Day of the Covenant and the Century of
the Dawning Light of the Horizons. Therefore you must shine
so brilliantly from the horizon of faith that all people will be
astonished and it will cause the attraction of others.

Express my utmost longing to Mr. Bojador in New York and
say: All monks and priests, indeed all Christians, were sup-
plicating and lamenting in their churches, awaiting the appear-
ance of the Kingdom of God and yearning for the Day of Dawn-
ing. Yet when the promised Beauty shed His radiance upon
the horizons, they remained deprived. Like the Pharisees who
awaited the appearance of Christ but remained deprived when
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He appeared, and even arose to extinguish that Lamp. But
praise be to God that you were among the chosen ones and
attained to that which was the ultimate desire of the saints.

Convey my utmost love and kindness to Mr. Pooley in New
York and say: When Peter, the chief of the apostles, found
Christ adorning the cross, he became distraught. Yet observe
how, through faith and certitude, he rose from the dawning-
place of eternal glory and what bounty he attained. Now praise
be to God that the people of Baha have been raised up with
such firmness and steadfastness that under the sword they cry
out “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” and before the cannon’s mouth they
raise the cry of “O Lord of the Kingdom!” Observe what stead-
fastness they have been granted. My hope is that you will be
equally firm and steadfast.

O son of the Kingdom! The divine friends must arise and act
according to these counsels.

And upon you be the glory of glories.

SW_ v02#:03 p.007x, SW_ v06#17 p.140x, SW_ v13#10 p.264x

AB00824

To: Najjar, Ustad Ibrahim brother of Ustad Isma’il, in Qumrud

Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter hath been
received. Thou hadst sought permission to attain the honor
of presence. At present, however, thou, praised be God, hast
arisen in Qamrud to render a most great service; thou hast
been confirmed therein, hast become the means of the training
and instruction of children, whether known or unknown, and
hast become an object of confidence unto His Honor Ghiyath.
This service is highly accepted at the Threshold of the Divine
Unity. Wherefore, at this time, wisdom doth not require that
thou shouldst journey. Thou must, therefore, occupy thyself
with this service. God willing, in the future leave and permis-
sion shall be granted. Wert thou now to set out, that school
and that order would be disrupted. I cherish the hope that
the aforementioned honored one may be aided by the invisible
confirmations of God.

> As to the organization of the schools: if possible the children
should all wear the same kind of clothing, even if the fabric
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is varied. It is preferable that the fabric as well should be
uniform; if, however, this is not possible, there is no harm
done. The more cleanly the pupils are, the better; they should
be immaculate. The school must be located in a place where
the air is delicate and pure. The children must be carefully
trained to be most courteous and well-behaved. They must be
constantly encouraged and made eager to gain all the summits
of human accomplishment, so that from their earliest years
they will be taught to have high aims, to conduct themselves
well, to be chaste, pure, and undefiled, and will learn to be of
powerful resolve and firm of purpose in all things. Let them
not jest and trifle, but earnestly advance unto their goals, so
that in every situation they will be found resolute and firm.

Training in morals and good conduct is far more important
than book learning. A child that is cleanly, agreeable, of
good character, well-behaved — even though he be ignorant

— is preferable to a child that is rude, unwashed, ill-natured,

and yet becoming deeply versed in all the sciences and arts.
The reason for this is that the child who conducts himself well,
even though he be ignorant, is of benefit to others, while an ill-
natured, ill-behaved child is corrupted and harmful to others,
even though he be learned. If, however, the child be trained
to be both learned and good, the result is light upon light.

Children are even as a branch that is fresh and green; they
will grow up in whatever way ye train them. Take the utmost
care to give them high ideals and goals, so that once they come
of age, they will cast their beams like brilliant candles on the
world, and will not be defiled by lusts and passions in the way
of animals, heedless and unaware, but instead will set their
hearts on achieving everlasting honour and acquiring all the
excellences of humankind.

As to the other matters, ye should adopt them from the schools
of Tihran. More than this there is no opportunity. Con-
vey thou unto the maidservant of God, the favored one, thy
honored consort, the most wondrous Abha greeting; and like-
wise unto the maidservants of the Merciful, the honored young
ladies Tal’at and Qudsiyyih, and unto Khanum ‘Ata and Mal-
ihih Khanum. Convey also, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the
utmost love and fidelity unto the friends of Qamrud; for I am
ever mindful of them, and from the Abha Kingdom do I im-
plore infinite confirmations for them. Upon thee and upon
them be the Glory of the All-Glorious.

SWAB#110x, BSW#16.23x, LOG#0487x
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To: Vazir, Mirza Asadullah (Isfahan) et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and handmaids of the Mer-
cifull His honor Mirza Farajullah Khan has been moved by
the power of generosity and fallen to thinking of giving gifts,
wanting to bring true friends and handmaids of the Merciful
in America presents and souvenirs on this journey - but from
my own purse. However, the following verse describes ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s situation: “A treasure in the sleeve but an empty purse.”
That is, although through the bounty of the Blessed Beauty he
has the power of the pen, time and opportunity are completely
lacking. Therefore, with utmost embarrassment I submit this
and request that you be content with one letter. This very
unity in the letter is evidence of spiritual union and divine one-
ness. You have the status of one soul, one spirit, one reality
and one victory.

Now I am intimate with a group of friends in the realm of Egypt
and I yearn that perhaps in service at the Sacred Threshold I
may at least succeed in moving like one sacrificed. But alas,
alas! How can this powerless body bear this heavy burden and
how can this non-existent being endure this greatest weight?
But “that which cannot be fully attained should not be fully
abandoned” is the criterion.

Praise be to God, the divine friends in Isfahan in these days,
especially his honor Khan, are successful in service and the
friends have excitement in their heads and fervor in their hearts,
and compared to before, according to Sheikh Sa’di, have fallen
into commotion from the curls of the Beloved’s tress and tu-
mult from the arch of the Friend’s eyebrow. And it is hoped
that through the efforts of those friends, that realm will make
a great movement like the days of the King of Martyrs and the
Beloved of Martyrs. The spring of paradise will gush forth and
the breeze of the Most Glorious Paradise will bestow life and
the candle of the Covenant will shine with utmost brilliance in
the gathering of friends. The confirmations of the Abha King-
dom will arrive and the success of the Supreme Concourse will
follow successively. The world will become another world and
new life will dawn. Souls will become precious and hearts will
be stirred and love and fellowship will be achieved among hu-
manity and the unity of the human world will raise its pavilion
in the divine gathering and at the pole of the Iranian realm
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and cast its shadow upon East and West. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

O Lord, kind Father! Sughra has left her family and taken
flight to the realm of forgiveness. She was fearful of her sins
but hopeful in Your bounties. O kind Lord! We are drowned
in sin, we take refuge in You and seek shelter at Your thresh-
old. Forgive our shortcomings and let our disobedience end in
pardon. Bestow endless favors and grant fitting forgiveness of
sins. You are the Forgiver, the Pardoner, and the Kind One.
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To: Muhammad Ata, in Bandar Jaz
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Your letter was
received. Though I have little time, I write a brief reply. The
twenty-four blessed souls who are the guides of the Greatest
Name - nineteen are the number of the Letters of the Living,
which includes the Primal Point (may my spirit be sacrificed for
Him) along with eighteen Letters of the Living. The other five
remain hidden until now in the Kingdom of Mysteries. Wisdom
does not permit their mention at present, but they will be
mentioned in the future.

As for the transmitted tradition [hadith] that there are twelve
Imams from His Holiness the Commander [Ali] to Muham-
mad ibn Hasan, and the second tradition that there are twelve
Imams from the lineage of His Holiness Ali and Her Holiness
Fatima - there is contradiction between these two traditions.
However, when we include His Holiness the Commander among
the twelve, His Holiness the Exalted One (may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him) is the Promised One of the Qur’an and the
final of the pure Imams, since what is meant by the twelfth
Imam who is the Promised Qa’im is His Holiness the Exalted
One (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him), for in the Qur’anic
dispensation He is the Promised Mahdi and in this wondrous
dispensation the Primal Point and Dawn of Guidance and Her-
ald of the Most Glorious Beauty.
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As for the traditions regarding Imam Muhammad ibn Hasan,
they are all confused. Refer to them and you will see. In the
treatise of Haji Mirza Muhammad Afshar those confused and
varied traditions are mentioned with authentic chains of trans-
mission. Refer to it. Some narrators have related that he was
a small child who died. In this case, with His Holiness the Ex-
alted One from the lineage of Fatima the Radiant, twelve souls
stepped into the realm of existence. This is an interpretation,
but the reality of the matter is that the traditions are confused,
and this is clear and evident to any fair-minded person.

As for that mystic who spoke about the meaning of the tradi-
tion of error and considered the Most Holy Beauty to be its
completion and therefore objected - in this wondrous dispen-
sation the Blessed Beauty commanded the covering of faults,
therefore I do not wish to mention his name. That commu-
nity has passed; unto it is what it earned and against it what
it earned. What need is there to mention that person to the
divine loved ones?

From the favors of the Lord of Hidden Favors, I beseech with ut-
most humility and supplication confirmation and success, that
you may be encompassed by the glances of the Eye of Grace
and be the recipient of the manifestation of mercy and gift.
Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to your brother.
His Honor the Administrator is in truth steadfast in service,
firm in the Cause, and through God’s help and grace estab-
lished and confirmed and assisted in servitude to the Divine
Threshold. Upon you and upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Ali Akbar, in Baku
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your recent letter was
received. As it happens, a letter was written to you a few
days ago. Nevertheless, despite lack of time, I again devoted a
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moment to writing a reply. Today the divine call has encom-
passed all horizons - from every direction melody and song are
raised. Thoughts must be focused on teaching the Cause of
God; there is no time for other work. You had written that
you were compelled to ask certain questions. Today there is
no compulsion except to exalt the Word of God.

As for the questions, turn to the Abha Kingdom and reflect -
the answer will be inspired. Jinab-i-Malik-Muhammad of Baku
is permitted to attain the presence.

Today all the world’s newspapers are occupied with mention of
this Cause - there is no newspaper that has not mentioned and
does not mention this Cause. Therefore the divine friends must
make an effort so that the Cause of God may raise the tent of
the oneness of the human world at the pole of contingent being,
and all nations may embrace one another and mix together in
utmost love and harmony like milk and sugar.

As for the verse “Does man think that We cannot assemble
his bones? Nay, We are able to put together in perfect order
the very tips of his fingers” - the intention is the spiritual res-
urrection, whereby souls that are dead in the graves of desire
are resurrected by the trumpet blast of the Abha Kingdom
from the greatest stupor and eternal death. Some have the
utmost yearning while others deny and show pride. Reflect on
this brief answer and detailed meanings will become clear and
evident.

As for what was revealed from the Most Exalted Pen, His
words, exalted is He: “And as for what has fallen from the
leaves, God will cause it to grow again, for He is the All-Wise
Cultivator” - the meaning is that if the leaves of the Blessed
Tree, that is, the believers male and female, outwardly fall and
descend in the physical world, yet they will grow again with
utmost power. For example, consider the martyrs - though
outwardly they fell to dust, yet they grew in all divine worlds.
“Think not of those who are slain in God’s way as dead. Nay,
they live, finding their sustenance in the presence of their Lord.”
This too is brief - look deeply that the doors may open.

There was absolutely no more time - please excuse me. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

The copy of the article from the Petersburg newspaper was
noted. Hereafter you will read many such newspapers. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB01329

To: Abbas Ali Milani, in Palestine
Date: 1911 ca.

O pilgrim to the Holy Tomb! Abundant thanks be unto the
glorious Lord, Who became the Guide upon this path, led thee
unto the Threshold of the All-Knowing God, sheltered thee
within the Cave of His bounties, and caused thee to attain and
be made recipient of that which is the consummate desire of
all the pure in heart.

Now that thou returnest to Ishqabad take with thee armfuls
of these flowers from the rosegarden of truth, take them as a
gift so that their fragrance may thrill the sense and the stir the
conscience of all the youth there. For they are neophytes of the
Kingdom of sublimity and inmates of the all-highest paradise.
They are flowers in the garden of certitude, the jasmine and
anemone of the All-Merciful Lord. They have drunk from the
breast of divine Oneness and have been nurtured in the bosom
of the Cause of God. They have become fresh and verdant
through the outpourings of the clouds of loving kindness.

O youth in this century of God! Be so attracted to the blessed
Beauty in this new era, this century of the Glorious Lord and
so enthralled by the Beloved of the World that the truth of
this verse may be realised.

“I am lost, O Love, possessed and dazed, Love’s fool am I, in
all the earth.”

5 O loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Man’s life has its springtime,
which is endowed with marvellous brightness. The period of
youth is characterised by strength and vigour and identified as
the choice hour of human life. Strive day and night, therefore,
to be endowed with heavenly strength, inspired with unclouded
motives, aided by His celestial power, His heavenly grace and
confirmation that you may all become ornaments of the world
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of humanity and pre-eminent among the initiates of true learn-
ing in the love of God.

Distinguish yourselves through your sanctity and detachment,
your loftiness of purpose and magnanimity, your determination
and nobility of mind, your tenacity, your high aims and your
spiritual qualities that you may become the means of exaltation
and glory to the Cause of God and the dawning places of His
heavenly bestowals. Conduct yourselves in conformity with
the counsels and the exhortations of the Blessed Beauty so
that through your Baha’i qualities and attributes, you may be
distinguished from others.

‘Abdu’l-Baha awaiteth this: that each one of you become a fear-
less lion in the forest of perfections, and a musk-laden breeze
wafting in the meads of virtue. Upon you be the Glory of the
All-Glorious.

O honored pilgrim! Convey thou unto Jinab-i-Mashhadi
‘Abdil, Jinab-i-Mashhadi ‘Abbas, and Jinab-i-Haji ‘Ali-Asghar
‘Abidinov the most wondrous Abha greeting. In the coming
winter they have permission to attain the honor of presence.
Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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AB01608

To: Baha’is of the United States, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual friends and handmaidens of Baha’u’llah in America,
upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious!

Your letters were received and read with utmost joy. Praise be
to God that they were proofs of faith and certitude, evidence of
attraction to the fragrances of the Abha Kingdom, testimony
to steadfastness and firmness, and a sign of the heart and soul’s
supplication and entreaty. Christ says that when the Promised
One appears from the East, His signs will be manifest in the
West. Now give thanks to God that when the Most Great
Light rose from the Fast, its radiant lights shone upon the
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West, illuminating the western world. Therefore you must of-
fer a thousand thanks every moment that although outwardly
distant, you were in reality near. Though a blind person may
be near, they cannot see the sun, while the seeing eye beholds
it from thousands of leagues away. This deserves praise and
glorification of the Lord, that in the furthest West, nostrils are
perfumed with holy and musk-laden fragrances.

Know the value of this bounty and be joyous and successful
through God’s infinite grace. With utmost longing you had
requested ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s presence in America. I too am in
utmost longing to hasten to the friends and behold the appeal-
ing faces of the loved ones, but I have no opportunity for this
journey now. I must return to the East - wisdom requires this.
Therefore, with ultimate regret and sorrow at separation, I am
compelled to return. God willing, next year I will set out for
the West to see the faces of the friends, meet the loved ones,
exalt the Word of God, spread the divine fragrances, and raise
the call of the Kingdom of God in great gatherings and mighty
assemblies. If you knew to what degree ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart
and soul are in turmoil while writing this letter, and how much
longing he has for meeting you, you would surely play melodies
of joy and, with the harmony of the Supreme Concourse, en-
gage in praising and glorifying the Lord. Upon you be the
Glory of the Most Glorious.
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To: Unknown, in Abadih
Date: 1911 ca.

O Divine Breezes, wafting over that Most Luminous Spot, con-
vey the fire of the love of my heart, the longing of my soul,
the deep attachment of my spirit and the ardent desire of
my heart yearning to be at that place where the fallen heads
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were crowned with the greatest martyrdom adorned with jew-
els shedding light upon the ages and centuries past as they
were separated from their bodies in the Path of God.

Say: May the bright lights shining from the Abha Kingdom
Illuminate that brilliant sepulcher. May the soft breezes blow-
ing from the gardens of the Most Sublime Paradise waft over
that Most Luminous Spot. That verdant garden, that sublime
meadow was honored by you.

O heads severed in the Path of your Lord! O faces illuminated
by the light of the Sun of Guidance! O eyes brightened by turn-
ing towards the Splendor of the Daystar of Thy Revelation! O
ears made receptive by listening to the Call of the Lord! O nos-
trils invigorated by inhaling the pure breath of the Guidance
of God ! O palates refreshed by tasting every bitterness yet
sweetened in the path of the Love of God! May my spirit be
a sacrifice for you! May my being be a sacrifice for you ! May
my reality be a sacrifice for you! O brilliant faces! O heavenly
souls! O celestial severed heads! O orbs of oneness! O divine
soldiers! Blessed are ye! Well done! Glory be upon you!

Blessed are you for what you have done. You offered up your
possessions, your kindred and your souls in the path of the
Glory of God for the love of His Most Exalted Beauty. Praised
be Thy Most Glorious Lord as He hath created you, and hath
called you into being and hath raised you up from the tombs
of self and desire and hath enlisted you under the banner of
the Praise of God at the hour when the Most Great Resurrec-
tion came to pass. Then they were gladdened when the earth
was shaken by the great quake and they were cheered by the
Glad Tidings. They were delighted when the Call of God rose
from the Highest Pinnacle and they heard: “Am I not your
Supreme Lord?” and they responded: “Yes, our Lord !” and
they sacrificed their possessions and they gave whatever was
due to them in this bright and luminous path.

5 They were torn to pieces by the hands of the ruthless. Their

bodies were scattered on the earth. Their heads were severed
from their bodies, and hurled to the ground. Then their heads
were speared and carried aloft. Their families were exiled to
the town where the birth of the Primal Point had taken place,
where the heads were raised aloft on spears and were sent to
this blessed and verdant land.

May my being be a
sacrifice for you! May my self be a sacrifice for you! May
my essence be a sacrifice for you! O ye, noble heads of men,
martyrs in the Path of God, O happy and blissful in this world
and in the world to come!
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Upon you be His Glory. Upon you be His Praise Upon you be
the assistance and the bounty of your Supreme Lord.

%&\,Qﬂ\ﬁc;;@\ﬂc,;@\ﬁc,
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AB01503

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon
Date: 1911 ca.

O herald of the Covenant! The letter which you wrote from
Chapra Saran to one of the friends was read. It caused endless
joy and delight, for praise be to God, that faithful servant of
the Abha Beauty has been so moved by love and rapture that
he has become a wanderer in mountains and deserts and a way-
farer in distant regions of India, raising his voice and cry to de-
molish the foundation of heedlessness and ignorance, to lay the
groundwork of supreme guidance, and to raise high the pavil-
ion of the greatest gift. And surely he will be confirmed and
assisted, for he is characterized by purity of intention, loftiness
of purpose, nobility of nature, and freedom from defilement.

Every blessed soul who steps into this arena takes in one hand
the cup of wine and with the other grasps the musk-scented
tresses of the beloved of his aspirations, and begins to move and
dance in such a way as to bring the holy spirits of the spiritual
ones into ecstasy and joy. This is the work - whoever is a man
of the arena, such is his resolve; whoever has the polo ball and
stick. For one step in this path is equivalent to traversing a
thousand leagues and soaring to the highest zenith.

Consider how the blessed souls in former times, with but a
breath, ultimately made the world fragrant with the merciful
breath, and it still continues. And if they uttered a word,
a thousand books and scrolls became its interpretation and
explanation. This was due to the power and influence of the
Cause in which they took a step. The endeavors and hardships
of all the kings who were masters over the necks of nations were
erased and destroyed, but the traversing of one step by those
souls gained such expansiveness that it still covers distance
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through ages and centuries, and stopping is impossible and
inconceivable. What power is this, and what might! What
bounty is this, and what mercy!

Therefore I hope from the grace and bounty of the Lord that
your praiseworthy endeavors will have an eternal effect on the
horizons and establish a foundation that will surpass the High-
est Heaven. Convey to all the friends the Most Wondrous,
Most Glorious greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Qumi, Tagi Khan et al., in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O beloved servants and handmaidens of God! In its weakness
and frailty, the world of humanity is even as a heap of dark-
some dust. Yet when the clouds of mercy of the All-Knowing
Lord rain down upon it, this dark earth shall bring forth crim-
son flowers and shall become the resplendent rose-garden of the
Concourse on high. Although we are weak and feeble, yet the
bounties of the Blessed Beauty are boundless and inexhaustible.
In offering gratitude, we have no recourse but to confess our
own shortcomings, no remedy but to hold our peace, for we are
powerless and wanting, feeble and faltering. Wherefore, praise
be to the Lord of creation, through Whose bounty these help-
less ants show forth the strength of Solomon, and these needy
and feeble gnats become royal falcons of the heights of mystery,
causing the bestowals of the Almighty to be manifested.

Now, concerning the recorded tradition that in former times
only two letters were revealed but in the days of the Qa’im
all the remaining ones shall be made manifest, the following is
meant. All the works and sciences, laws and ordinances, inven-
tions and wonders, and the perfections of the human world that
had been manifested in bygone times, were even as two letters.
But in this wondrous Dispensation, and with the appearance
of the glorious Treasure, the perfections and attainments of
the world of humanity and its limitless sciences and arts shall
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advance to such a degree that they may be likened unto all the
remaining letters.

That is, this wondrous Dispensation is so different and distin-
guished from the previous ones that, even as ye witness, though
it is still the first century, so many mysteries of creation have,
within so short a period, stepped forth out of the realm of the
invisible into the visible world. How many well-guarded se-
crets once enshrined within the realm of the unseen have been
revealed! How many discoveries have been made of the hidden
realities of things, and how many inventions and wonders have
appeared! Infer then from this what the future shall hold.

Await the break of His sovereign morn,
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To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1911 ca.

O Faraj who art near! Thy letter was received and read, but
due to lack of time a brief response is written.

Saladin I Ayyubi, meaning the son of Ayyub and nephew of
Shirkuh, whose title was al-Malik al-Nasir, fought against and
defeated the invading Crusaders. He conquered and recaptured
Jerusalem, Karak, Nablus, Ashkelon, Jaffa, Tripoli, Acre, Tyre,
Sidon - in short, all the cities that were in the hands of the
Crusaders. He placed the prisoners in the fortress of Tyre and
hastened to Egypt.

Then suddenly Crusader ships full of soldiers appeared before
Tyre. They strove from without while the prisoners strove from
within, and the Crusaders gained control of Tyre. From Tyre
they arose and hastened toward Acre and besieged it. King
Nasir Saladin rushed with utmost speed from Egypt to Syria.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

el 5 oy U fal A1 0 L
SO T SIS R 3

3 gk
o315 3l s 33l U3l ll Sl
b ezt o) el o) S ) 08T
35 ade 5 of anle Lo o=l o
bl 5 OMawe 5 bl 5 ST 8
7 oMo Mo 5 e 5 By bl
Pl i) 5 28 35 Otk ons 53 & La
sty s CEIE e tanls )5 1y el il g 548
53 §lee 51 O slinS” s 4y
el s e 51O Nas oy e Jlas
253l Sl o s O 5 K27 s
KD) {aw&gﬂwl,,)ﬂ)\}
d& g.\\\cmfpb&bm,f oj.pl; 5

35


http://www.bahai.org/r/227045585
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=12
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/nur-i-afaq.pdf
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-118.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA4/swa4-118.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS2/mas2-10.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH2/mash2-187.html

Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

AB05382

Observing that Acre was under siege, Saladin then besieged the
Crusaders from the land side, and Acre fell under two sieges,
for the Crusaders were besieging Acre while Saladin was besieg-
ing the Crusaders, and inside Acre were the Islamic defenders.
Later the Crusaders gained control of Acre and killed the de-
fenders. Winter came and Saladin fell ill, so the pillars of state
deemed it advisable for him to return to Damascus to regain
his health and wellness, and in spring to attack the Crusaders
with a mighty army and reconquer Acre.

However, Saladin, King Nasir Ayyubi, died in Damascus and
the fortress of Acre remained in Crusader hands. After a hun-
dred years, Saladin King Mansur, who was related to Ayyub,
conquered Acre and drove all the Crusaders from Syria.

5 That first Saladin’s title was King Nasir, and the second Sal-

adin’s title was King Mansur. The first was the son of Ayyub,
the second was from Ayyub’s relations.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Muhammad Sadiq et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Jinab-i-Aqa
‘Ali Akbar traversed land and sea until he reached the Most
Great Threshold. In the shelter of the Court, with an enlight-
ened heart, he engaged in supplication and lamentation, seek-
ing divine bounty from the Lord of Mercy for the friends. He
beseeched endless favors and begged for grace and beneficence.
Then he hastened to ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this place. For some
days he was an intimate companion in utmost love, occupied
with remembrance of the longtime friends. Now that he has
been granted permission to return, he requested the writing
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of letters to take as a gift to the servants of the Lord of the
Dawning-Place.

Therefore, I listened to each of your blessed names one by
one and was filled with joy and delight, for every name that
was heard had a special effect that caused heart and soul to
supplicate at the threshold of the Beloved: “O Beloved of the
horizons and Adored One of every longing servant! These souls
are precious through Thy grace and bounty, and these persons
are among the sincere ones. Each is like a thirsty fish, yearning
in utmost thirst for Thy ocean. They are birds in the garden
of guidance, engaged in glorifying and praising Thee. They are
lovers of Thy beauteous face and enchanted by Thy character
and nature. Night and day they search for Thee with heart
and soul, longing to reach Thy city and lane.

“O Heart-ravisher, steal away their hearts! O Beloved, caress
them with hope of reunion! O Heart’s Ease, make their destiny
sweet in the place of union! Make all intoxicated with the wine
of joy and grant them an abundant share of attraction, rapture,
yearning and fervor. Make their hearts happy and bring their
souls to the Beloved. Though they are in this world, make them
aware of another realm and perfume their nostrils with the
fragrance from the rose garden of the Abha Kingdom. Grant
heavenly strength and divine power. Bestow eloquent speech
and teach them compelling utterance, so that each may raise
the song of inner meanings and realities in this divine garden
like celestial birds, and lift up a spiritual melody. O Kind
God, grant this bounty freely and make this favor worthy and
gratuitous. Thou art the Helping Lord, the Beneficent, the
Helper. There is no God but Thee, the Lord, the Generous
Giver, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing.”
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To: Baha’is of Manshad
Date: 1911 ca.

The loved ones of God in Manshad (upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God) should note and recite this visitation

prayer on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha at the blessed resting place
of Radi’r-Ruh on the day of Naw-Ruz:

He is God!

The perfumed breezes from the gardens of the Most Glorious
Kingdom have wafted over your fragrant garden, from which
the sweet scent of faithfulness spreads to all regions. I testify
that you heard the call of your Lord from the highest heights
and answered His summons, proclaimed the name of your Most
Exalted Lord, took refuge in the most faithful shelter, and your
tongue was loosed in praise of the Lord of the first and the last.

You bid farewell to this world and its pleasures for the people
of passion, and deposited in every heart a sign of guidance.
You became a banner of the Supreme Concourse, waving and
flowing with breezes blowing from the gardens of the Most
Glorious Kingdom. You became a shining lamp and a brilliant
star in the midst of heaven. You bore every hardship and suf-
fering in the path of your Lord, affliction and calamity befell
you, arrows of hatred were aimed at you, and they launched
fierce attacks against you. Every deprived and ill-omened one
stung you with a poisoned tongue, and enemies gloated over
you morning and evening. You remained in severe danger from
every offspring and opponent until you intended to attain the
joy of meeting and strove toward the Abode of Peace, the place
of witnessing, the scene of grandeur. You succeeded and be-
held the brilliant lights from the luminous Countenance, and
the glances of the divine eyes encompassed you in Iraq, and
your mention spread to all horizons. You were commanded to
return, sleepless, with an inflamed heart and flowing tears, and
you returned to your family with a joyous spirit, an expanded
breast, and a heart revived by the favors of your Lord on the
day of return. You were of radiant countenance, abundant in
ecstasy, fluent of tongue, strong of heart.

5 No blame of any blamer took hold of you, no oppressor’s might
frightened you, no reviler’s curse saddened you. Rather, you
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remained firm like a mighty mountain and resisted the attack
of every powerful army until you drank the cup of death and re-
turned to the Kingdom of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.
You reached the center of lights and entered the gathering of
mysteries.

Upon you be glory and praise, O confident, content and pleas-
ing soul before your Creator! I beseech God to send down upon
me a blessing from His presence in this lofty spot of elevated
pillars and brilliant lights. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Afshar, in Yazd
Date: 1911 ca.

O friend of old and long-standing companion! The days when
you attained the honor of presence in the Holy Shrine remain
in memory, and the fellowship and intimacy we shared comes
to mind at every moment. The sweetness of those days never
leaves the palate, and the fragrant breeze of that rose garden
continues to perfume the nostrils at every instant.

In truth, the favors of the Lord of creation have reached their
fullness regarding that kind friend, for from early youth you
spent your days in awareness and remembrance. When you
reached maturity, you beheld the lights of the true dawn from
the eastern horizon and received your portion and share from
the rays of the Sun of Truth. You walked the straight path and
were immersed in the ocean of favors of the Generous Lord.

You loosed your tongue in proof and established clear ev-
idences and decisive arguments for the appearance of the
Promised Beauty. You wrote apologetic treatises and spread
them throughout all the countries of the world. You endured
great hardships and suffered severe blows, even to the point
of bearing the derision of relatives and hearing the reproach
Despite this, you remained in the utmost stead-
fastness and firmness. No blame of any blamer held you back
from your Lord’s Cause, nor did the fear of kings or the clamor

of enemies.
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of subjects prevent you. Rather, you remained firm in the
Covenant, dissociated yourself from the people of hypocrisy,
and avoided the brayers, out of love for the Luminary of the
horizons and attraction to the Kingdom of Splendors. Well
done to you for this overflowing cup, brimming with the wine
of your Lord’s favors for the people of concord!

O my Lord, my Hope, my ultimate Refuge and Desire! This is
Your servant who has turned his face sincerely to Your generous
face, believed in the Great Announcement, recited Your verses
among the worlds, called to the manifest Light, guided to the
straight path, established the proof, quenched the thirst, and
healed every sick one. He seeks forgiveness in the vicinity of
Your mercy and yearns to witness Your lights. My Lord! Make
this servant of Yours a sign of Your gift among humanity, a
banner waving upon the towers of glory through the winds of
Your greatest gift, a bird soaring in the atmosphere of heaven,
and a star rising in the horizon of guidance. Verily You are
the Generous, verily You are the Great, verily You are the
All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.
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To: Ilyas Kashani, in Qazvin
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual friend! Your detailed letter was received and read
with complete attention. Praise be to God, you are in the
utmost love and attraction, and in enthusiasm, joy and ardor.
This is the cause of progress to the highest degrees of human
virtues.

East and West are in trouble and distress, and Iran is deso-
late and deprived of security and safety. Everything that was
written in previous letters from the beginning of the Ascension
until now has become and is becoming clear and evident one
by one in the realm of existence. Review those letters so that
the reality of the situation becomes clear and evident.

Now the divine friends, with illumined hearts and spiritual feel-
ings and merciful souls, praise be to God, are in the utmost
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joy and gladness and should take refuge from all difficulties, in-
terventions and opposition in reliance upon the Ancient Truth,
seek recourse to the Great Announcement, remain firm in the
mighty Covenant, walk the straight path, and not interfere
in political affairs. This condition and movement is the very
essence of the favor of the Divine Unity, and this conduct and
behavior conquers the armies of kings.

Soon you will observe that the banner of sanctification will
be raised, and the standard of the unity and love of mankind
will wave at the pole of the horizons, universal peace will be
established, and the light of reality will shine forth.

Although you have fallen into a corner, yet you are privy to
secrets and companion of night and day, and inspired by the
fragrances of flowers and morning breezes. The flowing poetry
was composed with utmost fluency and eloquence from the
spring of love. Whenever the dust of troubles settles on your
noble mind, immediately compose an ode or lyric poem in
praise of the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His
sacred threshold) - grief will not remain, pain will not endure,
happiness will be bestowed, sorrow will vanish.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01920

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Mushiru’l-Mamalik was certain that he would become the tar-
get of wrath and severe punishment, and thou didst wish this
retribution would come quickly. Now the Almighty God has
subjugated that audacious person and inflicted thorough pun-
ishment upon that tyrannical traitor. Similarly, Mirza Davud
the obstinate one received the recompense for his deeds and
saw severe punishment, taking up residence in the depths of
hell-fire, and whatever he had amassed was also plundered and
pillaged. Likewise regarding the disgrace of Kaykhusraw Kir-
mani - had he possessed even a little intelligence and knowl-
edge, he would surely have become aware and mindful that
these were divine causes.
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2 As for the matter of those travelers, namely the Parsees of
India - these are noble souls. The friends of God must not fall
short in any way in showing them respect and consideration.
And regarding the American officials - they too deserve the
utmost consideration and respect. Whatever others may lack
in love and service to them, the Baha’is must make up for it.

3 As for the matter of Iran and Iranians and the journey of Sar-
dar As’ad and the withdrawal of Sipahdar - soon this will lead
to severe upheavals. Praise be to God that the friends of God
are removed from revolution and are in utmost tranquility and
composure amid the turmoil. They must think about the de-
velopment of Iran, never seeking rest or finding repose. Day
and night they must strive to create good fellowship, so as to
remove discord among Iranians, and consider the expansion of
commerce, industry and agriculture as the foundation of suc-
cess.

A prayer for forgiveness on behalf of the departed wife of Aqa
Mulla Rida was previously written and sent. If it has not
arrived, let me know so that it may be written again. And I
beseech from the Court of the One that He may heal the sick
and grant health and wellbeing to the ill. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01957

To: Fatimih et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O maidservants of God, nowadays, in the countries of the West
and America there are disagreements and quarrels between
men and women. Men say that because women are weak and
feeble in powers, and men are active in the field, therefore in
existence women cannot be counted the same as men. But
women clam: “We are equal with men in all the powers and
in intelligence and understanding. There is no difference. We
are all human beings and of humankind. What is the reason
for this distinction? Nay this thought is tyranny and trans-
gression. All the women are ready in the field of test that it

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 K 61 s oLl ol s A OS” !
Col gl s e slid 5 dy (p K
5 Wias 5F 55 Oy O S Ol
Aile sy 53 10d Olae Ols o oy 5 156
b 8 sl sl el Uy 4 Ot s
)ﬁqu).wa\Js\jthJG&Lg}
Oldl g5 51 5 e 2 psf & Obe 5o Sulis
G 8 Olay a5 s 4 1 Skl
Sl ol sld 8 5 0k 5 ol

42


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/abda.pdf#page=246

Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

AB01952

may be made clear that we are powerful and mighty, great and
grand.”

Yea, this question has not yet been solved. They are engaged
in discussion and contention. But what is certain is this: The
handmaidens who believe are confirmed by the favours of the
Lord of signs. Their success is backed by clear verses, and they
are distinguished from those men who have fallen in the low-
est abyss of veils. Since distinction is in faith and certitude,
the one who is more attracted and further aflamed, that per-
son excels the other, be he a man or a woman. This is the
distinguishing feature, and the endearing factor lies in this.

In this wonderful dispensation some women were aroused from
the couch of heedlessness who so moved in this arena that they
excelled the men and won the cup of victory from them. Soon
from amongst these women many will appear as the men of the
field, who will shine forth resplendent in the world of humanity
with an eloquent tongue, a detached heart, a perfect utterance,
a radiant proof and they will show forth supreme chastity and
great decency. Upon them be the glory of glories. Upon them
be praise and salutation.
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AB01952

To: Jinab Fadil
Date: 1911 ca.

O perfect Fadil! His honor Karim requested this letter, and
this weak servant also undertook to pen this missive so that
you may know that you are beloved and accepted, noble and
praiseworthy.

The favors of the Most Glorious Beauty encompass all and
the bounty of His gifts is perfect. In every moment a dew-
drop arrives from the sea of grace, and in every breath a holy
fragrance wafts from the pure breaths of the Most Glorious
Kingdom. The doors of grace are open and the bounty of the
All-Merciful is abundant.

We must strive night and day with heart and soul to obtain
this blessing, to count this gift as a treasure, and to consider
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this bestowal as the greatest mercy. Surely, rest not for a
moment and take no repose. Tear the collar of patience and
raise high the melody and song of the Greatest Glad-Tidings,
saying: The divine morn has dawned! The Sun of Reality has
shone forth! The divine springtime has arrived and the life-
giving breeze of the Kingdom has wafted! The Most Exalted
Beauty appeared and the Sun of the horizon of truth became
manifest and evident! He made the world a paradise of Ridvan
and made the earth the envy of heaven!

Yet until now you have not raised your heads from the pillow of
heedlessness and have taken such divine bounties lightly. The
Most Exalted Beauty became the target of the arrow of hatred
and the Sun of Reality set in the horizon of grandeur. Still
you did not awaken and did not become mindful. How long
will this heedlessness last and this deprivation continue? O
sleeping ones, open your eyes! O wayward ones, walk the path
of guidance! O thirsty ones, drink from the living waters!

By my Lord, the days shall end and you shall pass beneath
the earth and descend into the layers of the ground where no
sound or whisper shall be heard from you thereafter. Is it not
a pity that man should lose the bounty of the All-Merciful and
become occupied with the clay and worms of the earth? Perdi-
tion to every soul that is veiled from its Lord, and destruction
to every person who does not inhale the fragrance of truth
from its source!

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02275

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in Austria
Date: 1911

O dear friend! Your letter arrived and its contents brought
the utmost joy. There is no time for a lengthy reply. Convey
on my behalf the utmost respect and loving kindness to Mon-
sieur Muzir. This esteemed personage deserves extraordinary
consideration and honour. His aim is service to the world of
humanity and the diffusion of the fragrances of God and the
teachings of Baha'u’llah.
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2 As to his highness the Foreign Minister of Austria, I hope that
through reading the Tablets and being informed of the teach-
ings of Baha'u’llah, he will drink from the cup of supreme
guidance. Indeed they have understood the truth well: the
teachings of old will not suffice today, will not cure every af-
fliction or heal every wound. The heavenly teachings of the
past are loved and praised, but the minds and thoughts have
developed. There is a need for universal teachings and those
are the teachings of Baha’u’llah, which encompass all teach-
ings. Today, whosoever becomes informed of the exhortations
and counsels of Baha’u’llah and reads Tablets such as Kalimat,
Tajalliyat, ‘Ishragat, Tarazat and Bisharat, will have no doubt
whatsoever that these teachings are today’s sustenance for the
world of humanity and the cause of eternal life.

3 God willing there will be a long meeting with you in Paris.
Convey the utmost loving kindness from me to Mrs. White,
who is in Austria. My hope is that we will meet in Paris.
Convey my utmost joy and eagerness and great respect to his
highness the Foreign Minister of Austria. Upon you be the
Glory of Glories.

Mr. Muzir’s work is my work. You must attach the greatest
importance to it. By no means be dissociated from it.
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AB02781

To: Baha’is of Baghdad
Date: 1911 ca.

O divine friends! Jinab-i-Aqa Musa and Aqa Qanbar-‘Ali tra-
versed long distances, mountains, deserts and seas to reach the
blessed and luminous Shrine. After attaining the presence at
the Sacred Threshold, they hastened to the realm of Egypt and
met with this center of poverty and nothingness. They were
companions and intimates for several days before returning.
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2 During the days they were companions, they spoke of the di-
vine friends and offered the utmost praise for their unity and
oneness, that praise be to God, the gatherings in Iraq are il-
lumined with the bounty of radiance and the friends are in
the utmost joy and delight. They have no purpose save the
good-pleasure of God and no aim except treading the path of
guidance. They are filled to overflowing with the wine of the
love of God and their nostrils are perfumed with the fragrances
from the gardens of sanctity.

3 This news was of good effect, for all these tribulations, trials,
blows, hardships and difficulties were endured so that in the
assemblage of humanity the light of love might shine forth and
the life-giving breeze from the garden of the All-Merciful might
waft, and the hidden hand might rend asunder the veil of dark-
ness of self-worship, and the foundation of the self and passion
might be demolished, personal existence might be annihilated,
and nothingness and evanescence might become the basis of
behavior, so that the lights of existence from the realm above
might become manifest.

If the gatherings in Iraq are so radiant, surely their sweet fra-
grance will eventually spread throughout the horizons and the
fame of their spirituality will encompass the world. O God!
Make this a reality.
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AB02706
To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.
O harmonious one full of yearning! Sk J: Slwes !

Shiraz’s fame has always been world-embracing, and its
nightingale’s song reached the seven climes, such that the
poetry collections of its poets spread to every country and
the eloquence and rhetoric of its writers became renowned in
every region and was translated into every tongue. They say
Shiraz’s air is joyous and exhilarating.
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In such an endless springtime that has encompassed East and
West, and in this wondrous spring that has spread the carpet of
grace - a spring whose beginning was the dawning of the Day-
Star of the horizons and whose end is five hundred thousand
years - if the birds of the meadow do not burst into song and
melody in this spring of roses and jasmine, in what season will
they sing the anthem of the All-Merciful from the branches of
divine knowledge and give lessons in spiritual stations?

In any case, that region was the homeland of the Great An-
nouncer and that country the dawning-place of that luminous
Star. Its lame must be intense and its light evident, its meteor
penetrating and its arrows piercing, its sword world-conquering
and its star a brilliant sun, its ocean surging and its whale
roaring, its spring gushing and its lamp radiant, its breeze
life-giving and its fountain spirit-bestowing, its hosts of divine
knowledge the vanguard of victories and its armies of certitude
confirmed by the Kingdom of the All-Loving Lord - so that the
banner of the love of God may be raised high and the pillars
of the Cause of God exalted. This is worthy of that meadow
and this befits that land.

Count the opportunity as precious. As much as you can, gal-
lop with two horses on this path until you reach the desired
destination and embrace the intended beloved.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ali Shirazi
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of God! Your letter was received
but due to lack of time I am compelled to give a brief reply
and beg your pardon.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letters from Jinab-i-
Rustam Fulad and Jinab-i-Bahram arrived. For your joy and
their happiness a few lines are being written in reply. Convey
most wondrous greetings to Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali Aqa. Although
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‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost longing to meet with them, since
it is summer and the heat in these parts is intense, let them
postpone it to another time.

On my behalf, convey utmost longing and most won-
drous greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali-Asghar, Jinab-i-Aqa
Shukru’llah,  Jinab-i-Aga  ‘Abdu’l-Ghaffar, Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad-Ibrahim Za’ir, Jinab-i-Aga Mahmud ‘Assar, and
Jinab-i-*‘Abdu’l-Husayn Khayyat, and say: O friends! These
are the days of test, and steadfastness and firmness are like
the water of life leading to eternal existence and everlasting
life. Praise be to God that you are intoxicated with the
wine of steadfastness and hold the cup of the Covenant and
Testament at the feast of constancy. Therefore offer thanks
at the Threshold of Oneness that you are blessed with such a

gift and are favored with such a bounty.

O Jinab-i-Za’ir, make a journey to Sarvistan and bestow upon
the friends a wondrous intoxication from the wine of the
Covenant, encourage and urge firmness in the Cause of the
Manifest Light, and stimulate the teaching and diffusion of
the divine fragrances, that perchance Sarvistan may become
a paradise of peerless cypresses in the divine garden, and
that land may become perfumed with holy fragrances and
illumined with the light of guidance.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02737

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O Nightingale of the Garden of Inner Meanings! The eloquent
verses possessed novel meanings and, in praise of the Greatest
Name’s threshold, encompassed all poetic artistry. The friends
and handmaidens of the All-Merciful chanted and sang them
with utmost joy and delight. This servant, despite lack of time,
writes his praise in his own hand.

As the Ridvan Festival marked the beginning of the announce-
ment of Him Whom God Shall Make Manifest, and as the
Ancient Beauty, though banished and exiled, manifested and
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shone forth to all horizons with perfect joy, majesty and divine
glory in Najib Pasha’s garden outside [Baghdad], and all necks
were bowed and all voices were humbled, therefore these days
are most blessed. The loved ones should express utmost joy
and delight.

Glory be to God! To this day in no history has it been seen that
although the Greatest Name’s departure from Baghdad was as
an exile and banishment, yet to such a degree was the might,
power and majesty of the Supreme Lord manifest and evident
that the governor and counselor Namiq Pasha along with all
provincial officials and military commanders were utterly sub-
missive and humble. And to God belongs all glory, before and
after. It was witnessed by all eyes and visions. Convey to all
the friends, on the occasion of the advent of this blessed day,
the most wondrous and glorious greetings and supreme felicita-
tions from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn is studying Arabic and French at a
respected school in Haifa.
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To: Baha’is of Alexandretta, in Iskenderun
Date: 1911 ca.

O ye friends of the All-Merciful! Spiritual blessings and illu-
mined success are fruits of constancy in divine love and stead-
fastness in the path of the Lord. In the blessed verse He saith:
“Those who say ‘Our Lord is God’ and then remain steadfast,
the angels descend upon them.” These are the angels of di-
vine confirmation, the angels of heavenly success, the angels
of mercy, the angels of bestowal, the angels of inspiration, the
angels of certitude and assurance. That is to say, these lofty
stations and divine virtues are the results of constancy and
steadfastness. The steadfast soul becomes like unto a flourish-
ing plant, and the firm individual becomes the manifestation
of the outpourings of the highest heaven. When a tree takes
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root it becomes verdant and fresh, putting forth leaves and
blossoms and yielding delectable fruit. Established upon firm
foundations, an edifice shall become like unto a grand mansion,
a mighty palace, strong even as a mighty pillar.

Therefore, show forth constancy and steadfastness to the ut-
most degree, that ye may become the manifestations of the fa-
vors of the Glorious Lord, that ye may witness the effulgences
of the All-Merciful and observe the outpourings of the unseen
realm. Morning and evening I supplicate and implore at the
Threshold of Oneness, seeking for you divine confirmations and
heavenly assistance, so that in this dark world ye may become
luminous manifestations and adorn the world of being with hu-
man virtues and perfections. Strive day and night that some
good deed may proceed from you, and pray and beseech night
and day that ye may be enabled to serve the world of humanity.
This is the greatest gift.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received.
You had written that gradually you will become accustomed
to the work. This is certain and definite. However, for now
do not delay in corresponding. As soon as letters arrive from
here to anywhere, even if brief, write a few lines and send the
letters with utmost speed. Never allow any delay, for speed in
correspondence has a wonderful effect.

Regarding the purchase of land for the tomb of Jinab-i-
Manshadi, a definite agreement was made with Aga Ahmad
that he must buy the land so that the grave of that one
ascended unto God may be properly renovated and adorned.
Just as this servant during this trip to Egypt purchased
a plot of land in Egypt for the late Jubran Sasi and with
great difficulty removed the coffin of that one ascended unto
God from among the Christian dead who were all in one
corridor, and buried him in that land with utmost delicacy
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and cleanliness. Aqa Ahmad promised that immediately upon
return he would complete this task.

The letter of Jinab-i-Qa’im-Maqgami was noted. The receipt
for three manats was written and sealed and sent to you.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Since I plan to stay in Europe for two months, I long to meet
with you. Come for a few days to Alexandria so that we may
meet.

ADMS#387
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To: Prince Muhibbali Mirza, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who lovest Baha! When the light of truth shone forth
from the lamp of oneness, lover and beloved embraced, and
the decree of oneness became so penetrating and decisive that
you would say there was no lover, only the beloved, or no
beloved, only the lover. Names and attributes, distinctions and
determinations, relations and connections were all qualities of
the Essence in the most noble manner, in perfect simplicity and
unity. And when that light of identity gleamed forth from the
lamp of unity, names and attributes appeared and the divine
archetypal forms of contingent beings became manifest.

Therefore strive and sacrifice yourself, make every effort de-
spite distress, so that your speaking reality and your eternal
archetype may turn from the station of unity toward the heart-
expanding wilderness of oneness. For in that station the way-
farer, through the obliteration of multiplicity and the power of
extinction, becomes free from all qualities of the Incomparable
Lord and utters the words “We are God’s and unto Him do we
return.” His existence is witness to Him, his servitude is his
praiseworthy station, and complete annihilation is his ultimate
goal. Therefore as much as you can, plant your feet firmly in
servitude that you may understand the freedom of oneness and
become detached from estrangement. Day and night gird up
the loins of service and occupy yourself with explaining clear
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verses, accomplish a world’s work, and compose a melody of
the Kingdom that will remove the veil from all eyes.

SN olE § Gl San o Ss Kl
SN sl aa

INBA13:250, INBA87:072 , INBA52:071

AB03233

To: Urmazdyar, Vafadar et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O my Persian friends, your eloquent letter, like the clouds of
January, rained down meanings and nurtured the pearls of
mysteries in the embrace of the shell of words.

2 In truth, the Persian friends are bewildered and enamored with
the heavenly Beloved, and entranced and obsessed with the di-
vine Beauty. In this wondrous cycle they have shown a strange
passion and enthusiasm and demonstrated an extraordinary
movement and stirring. A people who had been withered for a
thousand years were brought back to life by the divine breath
and gained boundless freshness and grace.

Praise be to God that the fire of truth once again cast its
flames to the horizons and raised such a blaze that it illumined
the universe. Shah Bahram made the spark of His Holiness
Zoroaster into a mountain of fire and revealed the way and
conduct of that noble one.

Through the favors of the Lord, I hope that the Persian friends,
especially the people of Shiraz, will raise such a loud song and
melody that strangers will become intimates of the mystery
and outsiders will become companions and confidants, and they
will create such excitement in that region and raise such a
banner in that country that its fame will conquer the world

and the renown of the Persians’ nobility will reach East and
West.

Convey with utmost longing the Most Glorious Greetings to
his honor Andalib. T am always thinking of him and occupied
with his remembrance. May your souls be happy.
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani, in Birjand
Date: 1911 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The sweet letter like candy
arrived from Birjand, for it was evidence of the enthusiasm
and rapture of the loved ones and glad tidings of the firmness
and steadfastness of the chosen ones. Although you and your
family and friends were wanderers in that region, yet like a
fountain whose water sprays higher and stronger shows more
purity and grace and spreads its drops to all directions, now
although this wandering caused you distress, it brought great
success in service to the Cause of God so that a new call would
be raised in Birjand. And surely your arrival caused discussion,
and discussion stimulated search, and search will lead to the
guidance of certain souls. And for him who has ascended unto
God, Aga Muhammad Isma’il, forgiveness is sought:

2 O Forgiver of sins, Healer of hearts, Remover of difficulties,
and Knower of the unseen! Verily Your servant Isma’il has
left behind the tattered shirt and his spirit has soared to the
Kingdom of mysteries, the center of sanctification. My Lord!
He has turned toward Your door, provided with hope to en-
ter Your presence, seeking forgiveness for sins, relying upon
Your forgiveness for all beings, assured by Your favors, con-
tent with Your bounty, accepted at Your most exalted holy
threshold. My Lord! Fulfill his hope, grant his wish, make
noble his abode, and cause him to enter the garden of eternity
and make him immortal in the paradise of meeting. Verily You
are the Forgiving, the Merciful, the All-Pardoning.
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To: Munavvar et al., in Hamadan

Date: 1911 ca.

O ye handmaids of the Merciful! oy sbel

The school for girls taketh precedence over the school for boys,
for it is incumbent upon the girls of this glorious era to be
fully versed in the various branches of knowledge, in sciences
and the arts and all the wonders of this pre-eminent time, that
they may then educate their children and train them from their
earliest days in the ways of perfection.

If, as she ought, the mother possesseth the learning and ac-
complishments of humankind, her children, like unto angels,
will be fostered in all excellence, in right conduct and beauty.
Therefore the School for Girls that hath been established in
that place must be made the object of the deep concern and
high endeavours of the friends. The teachers of that school are
handmaids close to the Sacred Threshold, for they are of those
who, obedient to the commandments of the Blessed Beauty,
have arisen to educate the girl children.

The day will come when those children will be mothers, and
each one of them in her deep gratitude will offer up prayers
and supplications to Almighty God and ask that her teachers
will be granted joy and well-being forever, and a high station
in the Kingdom of God.

5 Name ye this school the Mawhibat School (The School of
Bounty).

BRL__ATE#150, BRL_ WOMEN#042x, COC#0631, COC#2133x
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AB03366

To: Muhagjir Isfahani Sarraf, Mirza Ali Khan
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art homeless and wandering! In truth, in the path
of God thou hast drunk every cup of tribulation, witnessed
every harm and cruelty, and been afflicted with every calamity.
What more can I describe beyond this? At the table of bounty,
every food must be present for it to be complete. Now at the
feast of trials and tribulations, thou hast partaken of every
heavenly food. Although from one perspective this is cause for
regret and sorrow, from another view it is worthy of praise and
gratitude, for it is proof of nearness to the Divine Threshold.
How excellent are the words of the poet:
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supreme gift and receive a portion, that He may become thy
partner and companion in this. And this is not difficult for
God to accomplish. For now, travel to Tehran is better - there
thou wilt be more at peace and perhaps some occupation may
also be found, so that thou mayest pass some days under the
shadow of grace. Be confident that great gifts are destined
and mighty favors are assured. One must look to the ultimate
outcomes so that the heart and soul’s desires may be fulfilled
in both worlds. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03558

To: Baha’is of Port Said
Date: 1911 ca.

...0 friends of the All-Merciful! The luminous lamp of the
Cause of God is ablaze and radiant at the center of all worlds,
shedding its light upon the horizons. Eyes are illumined and
hearts are as rose gardens, yet the winds of cruelty blow fiercely
from all directions, seeking to extinguish the light of divine be-
stowal. Such a tempest has arisen and such a whirlwind has
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been stirred up as would extinguish the lamp and quench the
flames of the fire. Consider, then, what transpires and amid
what trials and tribulations the days are spent. But be you
confident in the grace and bounty of the Ancient Beauty. His
ocean is boundless, His sun is radiant, His treasure abundant.
Assuredly the encompassing sea will surge and cast its debris
upon the shores, while the ocean of bounty will appear in per-
fect purity and grace. No barrier can impede the Cause of
God and no veil can conceal it. Surely the standard of discord
will fall and the banner of the Daystar of the horizons will be
raised high. Darkness will vanish and the light of truth will
shine forth. The night of sorrows will end and the great dawn
of glad-tidings will break. The fruitless tree will be uprooted,
while the Tree of Blessedness and the Divine Lote-Tree will
grow and flourish, yielding blossoms and fruit. These are My
counsels unto you. Be confident in the grace of your Lord. Ver-
ily His grace upon you is great, great indeed. And praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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AB03414

To: Family of Mulla Ali Bajistani
Date: 1911 ca.

O household of that kind friend! His Honor Akhund Mulla
‘Ali held an exalted station in this dispensation and was distin-
guished among the righteous for his steadfastness and firmness.
For from the dawning of the morn of guidance, he rent asunder
his collar in love for the Exalted One, tore away the veil and
lifted the covering. He became bewildered and enchanted as
a kind friend, and lost in the wilderness of the love of God.
In the path of God’s good-pleasure he endured successive af-
flictions and bore consecutive calamities. Throughout his life
he never drew an easy breath, and from beginning to end he
sacrificed himself, finding joy and delight in self-sacrifice.

Now that household is related to that kind friend - they must
follow his way so that like flowers and fragrant herbs they may
be nurtured by the showers of grace. They must not be hurt
by the reproach of enemies but occupy themselves day and
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night with praising the loved ones, so that the Lord of Creation
may confirm them and the doors of trials may be closed. The
meaning is that those related to that concordant friend are
mentioned and renowned in God’s dispensation, and are near
and accepted. In gratitude for these abundant favors they must
occupy themselves day and night with remembrance of the All-
Forgiving Lord and play a melody in this divine garden.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03379

To: Mirza Aqa Taligani
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

At one time the government of Iran wished to grant Taligan as
a fief to the Blessed Beauty, but when the call of the Supreme
Concourse was raised and the lights of the Abha Kingdom
shone forth, the government changed its mind. This was at
the beginning of the dawn of guidance. Now the friends must
strive to make that land a divine country and a heavenly realm,
and to realize in truth what was once contemplated outwardly
- that is, to raise up souls in that region who will spread the
divine fragrances and cause the Word of God to penetrate the
foundations of that district and territory like spirit coursing
through arteries and veins.

You truly arose to serve and departed from Tehran in the com-
pany of Qa’im-Magam, bound for the Holy Shrine, but wis-
dom required that you return at that time, and this return
was extremely timely, so that it became clear that it was the
fragrances of the divine rose-garden that moved and stirred
Qa’im-Magam to action, not your urging and encouragement.
For now you have discharged your duty and are free from this
accusation, but he will not leave you alone and desires your
presence. Therefore you have permission to come, but on con-
dition that it be in the utmost joy and fragrance.
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To: Baha’is of Samargand et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! How sweet is this moment when I
am engaged in remembering you and occupied with your men-
tion. At times, from the breezes of the love of the friends, I
am like a surging sea, and at times I am a bird soaring on the
wing of attachment to the friends. Sometimes from the breeze
of God’s favor I am like a blossoming flower, and at times from
the assault of fear and awe I am withered and faded. In any
case, I do not rest for a moment except to adorn the dwelling
of the heart with the remembrance of the friends. I know not
what to write to express the attractions of the heart.

In brief, the ultimate desire of my heart and soul is that the
friends may ever be joyous and loving toward one another, and
like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, be ready to sacrifice their lives in the path
of the friends of the Abha Beauty.

O my friends! I swear by the beauteous face of that Beloved
One that until we all become like the Pleiades - intimate com-
panions and confidants of one another - and until spiritual
unity manifests as it should and must, the intended beloved
will not appear and will not adorn the gathering of witnessing.
Strive with heart and soul to become servants to one another
and to become ever more acceptable at the threshold of one-
ness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04048

To: Annie Parmerton, in Cincinnati
Date: 1911 ca.

O beloved handmaiden of God!
You had written that the friends and handmaidens of the
All-Merciful in that region have arisen in unity and service
with the hope of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s coming, and that the matter
of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is progressing and spreading...

As for Chapter 16 of the Book of the Divine John, it has an

interpretation and inner meaning; it is not to be taken literally.

And that which is recorded in Chapter 63 of Isaiah which states

“Who is this that cometh from Edom” refers to Baha'u’llah.

Regarding verse 14 of Chapter 17 of John about which you
had inquired, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is one of God’s lambs, but the
Lord of the Day of Manifestation is Baha’u’llah.

3 I hope that through divine favors you may become a servant of

God’s Kingdom and the cause of eternal life for human souls.

The Greatest Name stone is specifically for the friends. As
for verse 12 in Chapter 3 of the Divine John which states “I
will write upon him my new name,” this does not refer to the
Greatest Name ring, but rather refers to the one who is the
pillar of the mighty Temple, and the divine name written upon
him means that he is the manifestation of divine bounty....

Your letter was received.
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AB03922

To: Spiritual Assembly of Isfahan
Date: 1911 ca.

O luminous assembly of the land of Sad! For some time, day
by day, capacity was increasing until this regular assembly was
organized and blessed souls were appointed. In a short time,
praiseworthy results became evident. However, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
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expects that luminous divine assembly to illumine the region
of Sad and establish the unity of the world of humanity. Show
such kindness to all people of all nations that praise and accla-
mation may reach the ears of the soul from the Abha Kingdom.

A servant of the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones - is one who breathes the breath of the All-
Merciful, serves the world of humanity, becomes the cause of
the spread of lights, and through deeds, behavior and words
gives news of the Kingdom of Mysteries.

Therefore, do not look at the inadequacy of any group with
temerity, and do not become disheartened by their shortcom-
ings. Look to the teachings of the Blessed Beauty and the coun-
sels and advice of the Most Great Name - may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones - and act and behave accordingly.
Then you will witness that the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
are your helpers and the angels drawn nigh are present to as-
sist.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04029

To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1911 ca.

O respected Shaykh! Certain calumnies have spread among
the tongues and mouths of people which are harmful to the
Cause. Therefore, I must meet with certain important per-
sons to dispel these thoughts. Until now, whoever has met
with me has been transformed. If any of the friends opens
their tongue to teach and speaks even a word to anyone, even
in defense, the people will completely flee and not come near.
Therefore, the Blessed Beauty has forbidden teaching in this
land. The point is that the friends must maintain complete
silence for some days, and if anyone asks, they should express
complete ignorance, so that the murmuring and rumors may
subside somewhat and I may be able to come to Egypt and
meet with certain important persons, for wisdom now requires
this. Therefore, you must absolutely forbid all the friends from
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speaking about this Cause at present. And upon you be greet-
ings and grace and beneficence from the All-Bountiful Lord.

Praise be to God, you have always been and are successful
in service. Convey yearning greetings to Shaykh Muhyi’d-Din
and his brothers and other friends.
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AB03927

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

Date: 1911 ca.

O Divine Herald! Al !

When Jinab-i-Karim was about to depart, he requested in a
weak voice that a letter be written, and later also sent a writ-
ten request asking for a letter. This servant, despite a hundred
thousand occupations, distractions and troubles, has under-
taken to write this letter. O Divine Herald! Though severe
attacks beset you from every side and enemies lie in wait, since
this hardship is in the path of the charming Beloved, it is the
very essence of joy.

Our hearts will be as open shells should He the pearls of grace
bestow;

Our lives will ready targets be Were He to hurl the darts of
woe.

5 Speak and sing and chant with the most wondrous melody.

Trust in God and seek His aid. Come what may! As the poet
has said:

i We who have given heart and sight to the flood of tribulation,

Let the torrent of grief come and tear the house from its foun-
dation!

God willing, the foundation will be laid not destroyed, and the
flood of grief will become the bounty of joy, and the storm of
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tribulation will turn to rain of faithfulness. Be not sorrowful
or troubled. Verily God is with you in all conditions and will
assist you in all matters and affairs, in the beginning and the
end. But observe wisdom greatly and call souls to the Cause
with wisdom to the extent possible.
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AB04052

To: Qamar et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O handmaidens of God! As ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no opportunity
to write letters - indeed has not even time to draw breath -
therefore there has been a slackening in writing letters. If a
thousand pens were set in motion they could not fulfill the task
- what then of a single pen? For he must correspond with all
regions, and each and every one of the friends and handmaidens
expects to correspond with him directly and receive replies
to all their letters. Nevertheless, to the extent possible, no
shortcoming occurs.

However, 1 hope that through the infinite bounties of the
Blessed Beauty, each one will receive a spiritual letter and
outpourings from the Abha Kingdom. For while the movement
of this broken pen is limited, the movement of the Supreme
Pen is unlimited - “When He willeth a thing to be, He hath
but to say unto it ‘Be,” and it is.”

In any case, be assured that with a submissive heart and hum-
ble spirit I continually beseech and supplicate at the threshold
of the Blessed Beauty, seeking for you infinite confirmations
and assistance. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04490

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Haifa
Date: 1911 ca.

O friend of the heart and soul of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter
brought joy upon joy and glad tidings of the happiness and
success of the divine friends. For this reason, the heart of
‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the utmost joy that, praise be to God, the
friends are arising to serve and are constant in servitude.

Though ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in accordance with the greater wisdom,
remained deprived for a time from the Sacred Threshold, the
friends are arising with perfect strength to do what must needs
be done. There is no greater joy for ‘Abdu’l-Baha than this,
for the conduct and behavior of the steadfast ones must be
such that if a thousand ‘Abdu’l-Bahas were present or absent
or transferred to another world, not the slightest laxity would
occur in any of the affairs. When I observe such effects, I have
no greater joy and gladness than this. Now, praise be to God,
in the absence of this servant the friends are united, and like
unto bright candles.

I was very pleased and grateful about the transfer of the pure
remains of Aqa Mirza Muhammad-Quli from Samrih to Naqib
and their placement in the prepared tomb, and the chanting
of prayers and the presence of many of the friends.

Convey to all the friends the Most Wondrous and Most Glo-
rious greetings. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
‘Abbas.
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AB07998

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Baha, in Bushruyyih
Date: 1911 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter of 7 Rabi’u’l-
Avval was received. But I swear by the precious life of Abdu’l-
Baha that there is absolutely no time for a detailed reply, there-
fore I write briefly. Praise be to God, the door of divine con-
firmation and bounty is open, and it is hoped that you will
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arise to serve the world of humanity and be assisted in promot-
ing the clear verses and diffusing the divine fragrances. We
have supplicated the threshold of the One with utmost humil-
ity and devotion that the friends may be enabled to speak with
eloquence and the essence of expression, that they may open
their fluent tongues and demonstrate eloquent speech.

The purpose of the journey to Egypt was that perhaps through
the escort of divine grace, success in service would be attained.
Yet this verse of poetry is still on the tongue: “No worthy
service came forth from my hand.” Perhaps in the future some
feeble movement will occur....

You wrote about the corruption, sedition, hardship, tribula-
tions and successive upheavals in those parts - that Ya’qub
makes incursions in the north and south, and Husayn creates
tumult and trouble from another direction. These events are
temporary, and their harm to others is a hundred times greater.
Yet praise be to God that despite these calamities, the friends
chant verses and sing prayers with wondrous melodies. It is
hoped they will remain protected and preserved in the fortress
of God’s protection and shelter....
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AB04722

To: Aqa Husayn Ali, in Ishqabad
Date: 1911 ca.

...Iran is still in in a ruinous state, and until justice and eq-
uity become its foundation and basis, conditions will worsen
day by day. The transgressions against Jinab-i-Furughi stem
from the instigation of a heedless soul among the turbaned
ones who shall find himself disappointed and at loss. That per-
son imagines that matters will remain thus, not knowing that
oppression and tyranny uproot foundations and ultimately no
trace of the foolish shall remain. “For him who is slain unjustly,
We have indeed given authority to his heir.”

Jinab-i-Furughi has drunk a brimming cup of tribulation in
the path of Baha. Blessed is he and excellent is his final abode.
From time to time a candle must be lit in Mashhad of sacrifice.
This is among God’s ways, and thou shalt find no change or
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alteration in His ways. This is triumph and success, glory
and prosperity, for servitude to God is proven and established
under chains and fetters, and before arrow and sword, not at a
sumptuous table with honey and sweetmeats and vintage wine
and overflowing cups. Would that ‘Abdu’l-Baha had been the
target of those bullets and had been assisted and confirmed in
this retribution....
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AB12362

To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz, Committees et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O my God, my sheltering refuge and my sublime sanctuary!

Thou seest Thy loved ones who are firm in the Covenant, who
are free from the people of hypocrisy, who are supplicating in
the wilderness of separation, who are the target of the arrows
of the people of discord - how they have been attracted to the
Center of Beauty, the Scene of Grandeur.

O Lord! Praise be unto Thee for having given them feet firmly
fixed upon the Covenant, for having fulfilled for them Thy
promise, for having made them signs of Thy oneness in the
world of creation, for having guided them to the manifest light,
for having made them steadfast upon the straight path, for
having caused them to enter the garden of delight, and for
having protected them from the torment of hell.

O Lord! Ordain for them the attainment of Thy presence in
Thy mighty Kingdom, make them stars rising in the manifest
horizon and meteors hurled at the vacillating ones who are
brothers of Satan - jinns whose tongues speak praise of the
Lord of the Covenant while they secretly take confidants from
among the people of hypocrisy.

O Lord! Place the steadfast ones in an impregnable fortress,
aid them with the angels near unto Thee, and assist them
with hosts from the Supreme Concourse. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous. There is no God but Thee,
the Kind, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
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AB04648

To: Baha’is of Switzerland et al.
Date: 1911

O ye peoples of the Kingdom! How many a soul expended
all its span of life in worship, endured the mortification of the
flesh, longed to gain an entry into the Kingdom, and yet failed,
while ye, with neither toil nor pain nor self-denial, have won
the prize and entered in.

It is even as in the time of the Messiah, when the Pharisees and
the pious were left without a portion, while Peter, John and
Andrew, given neither to pious worship nor ascetic practice,
won the day. Wherefore, thank ye God for setting upon your
heads the crown of glory everlasting, for granting unto you this
immeasurable grace.

The time hath come when, as a thank-offering for this bestowal,
ye should grow in faith and constancy as day followeth day, and
should draw ever nearer to the Lord, your God, becoming mag-
netized to such a degree, and so aflame, that your holy melodies
in praise of the Beloved will reach upward to the Company on
high; and that each one of you, even as a nightingale in this
rose garden of God, will glorify the Lord of Hosts, and become
the teacher of all who dwell on earth.
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ABO05375

To: Baha’is of Jahrum
Date: 1911 ca.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was read. From
your congratulations and felicitations, the utmost joy was ob-
tained, for these felicitations came from the blessed pen and
pure lips of spiritual friends and merciful companions.

What bounty could be better than this - that although we are
scattered in the East and West of the world, we are of one heart
and one aim, nay rather, we are in one country, nay rather, in
one home and dwelling, in one nest and shelter. The hand of
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the bounty of the Abha Beauty has bestowed such a connection
that it gives spiritual delight and divine joy.

Is there any blessing greater than this? No, by God! This is
none other than the greatest gift and the mercy whose floods
have flowed, whose seas have surged, and whose rivers have
gushed forth.

Therefore we must at every moment show gratitude that we
have become the manifestation of the hidden favors of the One
God and have become the recipients of such a bounty that
the stranger becomes intimate, the deprived becomes privy to
secrets, and the outsider becomes a friend.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Jamalud-Din son of Mirza Yusuf Naqgqgash Nayrizi, in Shiraz

Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty! Jinab-i-
Shukuhi offered praise beyond description of your honor, that
you are a flame of the fire of the love of God and a lamp in
the night chamber of the knowledge of God. You are firm and
steadfast in the Cause of the Ancient Beauty and resolute and
unwavering in the Covenant of the Most Great Name.

This joy-bringing news brought delight to the spirit of the
friends, that praise be to God, there exist in those regions souls
who are verses of divine unity and fragrances from the gardens
of detachment, who are turned toward the unseen Kingdom
and who supplicate the Realm of Might, who are enkindled
with the fire of the love of God and who are superior to others
in mentioning and praising the Ancient Beauty.

In any case, as much as you can, sacrifice your life and find joy
in offering yourself as a sacrifice in the path of love. Become
intoxicated with the wine of “Am I not your Lord?” and dance
at love’s altar crying out “Blessed am I!” and “Would that my
people knew!” This is the supreme gift, this is the greatest
virtue.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05361

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O kind friend, your letter of wondrous meanings brought spir-
itual joy, for it was evidence of the attractions of heart and
soul and the sincere love of the Baha’is.

Praise be to God that hearts are connected and souls are at-
tracted, therefore all the divine friends have the utmost long-
ing for a meeting, and meeting with all depends on coming to
Tehran.

However, in these times of upheaval, my arrival would cause
disturbance, for the ravens of hatred lie in ambush and the
corrupt ones await such a pretext. Therefore, with utmost
longing I must beg to be excused from being present in these
days.

But if you look with truth, I am always your companion and
intimate, your confidant and associate. Though I am physi-
cally distant, in spirit I am near and in heart an old friend
and companion. In every gathering that is adorned with the
mention of God and where the friends associate with utmost
love, surely the heart and soul of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is present and
shares in that ecstasy and joy, both absent and present.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05134

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received and brought the utmost joy and delight.
The glad tidings of the completion of Jalal’s work was news of
the attainment of hopes. Thou art ever in my thoughts and
art the recipient of the favors of His Holiness the One.

As for Aqa Siavash, he must, in order to prove his gratitude and
loyalty, remain steadfast in attending to the affairs of Arbab
Jamshid. Separation is not permitted - rather day by day he
must increase his efforts. And if he insists on traveling to this
direction, temporary permission is granted for him to make pil-
grimage to the Holy Threshold and spend a few days in fellow-
ship with me before returning. This trustworthiness, religious
devotion, firmness and steadfastness that he has shown and
continues to show in the affairs of Arbab Jamshid is in truth
service to the Cause and evidence of sincerity and servitude at
the Holy Threshold.

To the other Persian friends, embrace them all on my behalf
and with utmost longing kiss and embrace them.

5 Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11723

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O honored daughter of that distinguished one,

Your letter arrived. Praise be to God that you were able to visit
your father’s resting place, and likewise your honored mother
is confirmed in visiting that illumined grave and serving the
friends of God. Regarding construction of a shrine for that
one ascended to God, a telegram was sent to Tehran. They
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replied that at present wisdom does not permit it. If a shrine
were built, they would destroy it and it would cause an uproar,
just as they destroyed the grave of Mirza Abdul-Husayn Afnan.
Despite this, another letter will be written to the Spiritual
Assembly that they should build that illumined grave however
possible, and Haji Gholamreza will provide the expenses for it.

Convey my utmost kindness to your honored mother. Convey
most glorious greetings to the handmaidens of God Munirih,
Furughiyyih, Akhtar and Bahirih, and likewise to Aqa Ghula-
mali. And Mirza Abdul-Rahim and Mirza Abdul-Karim are
surely engaged in their studies. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

Ol s b Sany §1ale Las) oS
A J o Loge e 5 aiSs
2l Losh Ol 1y OLB) Cpudle ) e
§ syt o Aoy ik Sab 5k o
5 Wl 1y s 8 O Cl (S gy
W 1 las Lo o sl

EO e U 5V Bl el Olas iz ol
3ol el absd o Al S s
PN o) gl o 1y Dl B i
wll Nl e (;")u?“ PEUEIIE
eVt e 5 Wgrtn Joa

YTA.401

ABO05374

To: Aqa Siyyid Isma’il et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Two blessed souls from
among the servants of the Most Glorious Beauty attained the
blessing of visiting the Sacred Threshold, and placed their fore-
heads upon the ground, and wailed and lamented, and be-
seeched steadfastness and constancy for the friends, and en-

treated and yearned for firmness in the Cause of the Manifest
Light.

2 Afterwards they hastened to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and spoke well of
you and requested that a letter be written. But since I have no
time individually to weep and lament in the Abha Kingdom
and seek assistance, protection and aid for all, this is the letter.

And in truth what message and greeting could be better than
this: “Rejoice, O loved ones of God, in God’s bounty and His
most great gift, and be glad, O chosen ones of God, in the
favors of your Most Exalted Lord.”

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05370

To: Mihraban Khudadad (Pilgrim) et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual friends! Praise be to God that you spent several
days in this land in fellowship and intimacy, manifesting the
utmost joy and delight. Now that you have returned to the
realm of India, you must, in the words of Shaykh Hafiz, become
Persian candy and make the parrots of India sugar-breaking.
Although the realm of India is lethargic and in need of the ed-
ucation of souls who are in the utmost weariness and lethargy,
yet if they are nurtured through divine education, in a short
time they will become alive and attain the utmost joy and ex-
pansion. Dead bodies are in need of the breath of life, and
withered patients deserve medicine and treatment. The divine
friends must, like skilled physicians with sincere intention, be-
come healers of the afflicted and loving physicians to the sick,
so that perhaps the breath of life may be inhaled in those re-
gions, a gentle breeze may blow and give life to the lifeless ones
and make them fresh and verdant. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB11739

To: Siyyid Farajullah Director of Thurayya, in Kashan
Date: 1911 ca.

O longtime friend, your letter arrived. Praise be to God, it in-
dicated peace of soul and tranquility of conscience. Therefore,
although there were complaints of trials and difficulties, praise
be to God you were engaged in service to all in your familiar
homeland and the children succeeded in acquiring a craft, for
craft is obligatory and required.

I hope the printing press in Kashan flourishes, but if you will
listen to me, do not get involved in these scientific and non-
scientific societies - remain neutral and focus on your printing
press work. When the press flourishes, you will achieve the
utmost comfort and ease.
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Jenab Arbab has returned and surely difficulties will be re-
solved. Convey my greetings and longing to all the divine
friends, especially Aqa Mirza Abul-Qasem and Jenab Arbab.
There is no more time and upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB05680

To: Tabib, Mirza Lutfullah (Jahrum) et al., in Muhammadabad

Date: 1911 ca.

O ye true friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The call of the Most Exalted
Kingdom hath reached the ears of the spiritual souls in the
cloisters of East and West, and hath raised such a tumult and
rejoicing that, in very truth, the atoms of existence have been
set in motion. The world hath become another world, and the
realm of being a mirror of the realm above; the mysteries of the
Kingdom have been revealed and made manifest. The page of
creation hath become as the Preserved Tablet, and its leaf an
unfolded scroll; and the secrets, the symbols, and the realities
of all things are appearing and emerging, one after another and
in unbroken succession.

Ere long shall the soul-stirring and fire-enkindling melody of
‘Abdu’l-Baha usher in the springtide of wondrous signs, and
the seed which the hand of the Blessed Beauty hath sown in
the field of existence shall spring forth. The sallow earth of
being shall become verdant and flourishing, and the flowers
and blossoms of truths and meanings shall unfold; and the
nostrils of the peoples of the East and the senses of the dwellers
of the West shall be increasingly perfumed and enriched with
fragrance.

Verily, this is the manifest grace, and verily, this is the great
triumph.
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AB12404

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! According to reports,
Mirza Husayn-‘Ali Jahrami is traveling from Bombay to
Jahrom and is claiming to have recanted from Covenant-
breaking and expressing remorse. However, you should
confidentially write in your own words to an important, wise,
and discreet person among the friends in Jahrom, instructing
that one of the astute believers should associate with him,
show sincerity and intimacy, confirm whatever he says, and
give him wide latitude so that the hidden secret of the
aforementioned Mirza Husayn-‘Ali may be revealed. Once
revealed, the friends should deal with him according to that
hidden secret and the true situation. But write about this
matter with utmost confidentiality so that no one except this
trusted person becomes aware of this approach and does not
disclose it to anyone. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory!

Give importance to this matter and pursue it firmly.
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AB05615

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and thanks were offered at the Divine Threshold that, praise
be to God, the friends in Fars are horsemen in the field of
the Covenant and guardians of the impregnable fortress of the
Cause of God.

Shiraz, praise be to God, has raised its voice, shown movement
and found blessing. The Cause of God has spread and the loved
ones of God have gained victory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha was grieved and heartsore at the lifelessness and
stagnation in the homeland of the Exalted One, may my spirit
be a sacrifice for Him. Now, praise be to God, He is pleased
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and happy. This was the ultimate desire and my hope is firm
that day by day it will become more pleasant and appealing,
better and sweeter. May the sweetness of the love of God make
palates sweet and mouths sugary. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory!

A chandelier of nine lamps, a gift from Arbab Rustam to the

Holy Household, was accepted at the threshold of the Lord.

And upon him be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO05874

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

His Holiness ‘Ali-Qabl-Akbar rendered praiseworthy services at
the threshold of the One. During his life he guided many souls
and endured great hardships and severe trials in the path of
God. He did not waver or show distress, but rather showed the
utmost steadfastness in resisting the attackers and opponents
until he drank the cup of annihilation from the hand of the
Cup-bearer of bestowal, hastened to the divine world, soared
to the Kingdom of mysteries, and became the manifestation of
endless favors. In the gathering of attainment he shone with
the lights of pardon and forgiveness.

Build his illumined grave in whatever manner you deem advis-
able so that it does not become a place of disrespect by oth-
ers. Whatever expenses are incurred should be paid by Haji
Ghulam-Rida.

I beseech the divine favors that each member of that group
may become a luminous lamp and a merciful light. Upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05733

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd
Date: 1911 ca.

O purified Tahir! T read your letter that you had written to
Haji Siyyid Javad. It was a clear proof and evident testimony
of your steadfastness on the straight path. Therefore, I hope
that you will become a mirror of lights in that land and that
country will be illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth.

You wrote about the spirituality and radiance of the friends
of God, that they have arisen to establish meetings and have
engaged in guiding all people, and are making great efforts.
This news brings comfort to the soul and adorns the conscience.

Strive as much as you can in teaching so that the decree of the
Greatest Gift may be issued from the Court of the Supreme
Concourse.

Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib has permission to attain the pres-
ence, and likewise Aqa Ahmad and Aqa Muhammad Qumushai.
And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of
God.
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AB05956

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani
Date: 1911 ca.

...O Herald of God’s Covenant and Promoter of the Divine Tes-
tament! The trace of thy musk-laden pen was observed, and
knowledge was gained of the appearance of the signs of supreme
confirmation and success. Assuredly those holy souls who seek
no purpose save the good-pleasure of the Most Glorious Beauty
and desire no shelter save the cave of His favor, are engaged in
laying down their lives in His path and are familiar with stand-
ing guard at His threshold. They open their tongues in His
praise and offer worship and adoration before all the people of
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the world. They exert mighty efforts in promoting His teach-
ings and display wondrous power in spreading His counsels and
exhortations. These souls are confirmed, successful, victorious,
triumphant, regarded with favor, honored, praised, drawn nigh.
The treasuries of bounty are full of gleaming pearls that shall
assuredly be scattered upon the heads of the righteous, and
the musk-laden fragrance of the Lord’s bestowal shall surely
be diffused in the path of the devoted ones. It is certain that
ultimate success shall be achieved, and Abdul-Baha is in com-
plete confidence, awaiting moment by moment the appearance
of the aid and favors of the All-Merciful Lord....

Great care should be exercised in preparing this translation.
Mr.... should make a supreme effort so that the language will
be most exquisite, eloquent and lucid, even if the translated
text is to be submitted to, and made dependent upon the opin-
ions of, experts in language.
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AB05629

To: Muhammad Thabit Maraghihi
Date: 1911 ca.

O steadfast and firm one!

Motion is one of the essential requirements of the realities of be-
ings and the cause of attaining universal benefits in the world
of creation. From the minutest particles to the greatest univer-
sal bodies in this infinite space of the world of creation, all are
in motion, for motion is one of the requirements of existence -
without it there is nonexistence and loss. When water becomes
still it becomes altered, when air becomes stagnant it becomes
corrupt, when bodies cease from motion they become subject
to illness and disease.

Therefore it is better that one attain essential motion, seek ex-
istential motion, desire qualitative motion, attain material mo-
tion and seek spiritual motion. All these motions are the cause
of deliverance. Therefore if you are traveling and in motion it
is certainly better than being lifeless, sluggish, melancholy and
tormented in one place.
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To: Tirandaz Kaykhusraw et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O ye two steadfast ones! The divine herald, in his letter, men-
tioned those two kind friends, that praise be to God, these
two pure-hearted Persians are distinguished by their truthful-
ness, uprightness, friendship and devotion to God. They are
confidants of mysteries and deserving of the bounties of the
Self-Sufficient Lord.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s pen was moved by this praise and, despite lack
of time, proceeded to write so that those two impassioned and
enchanted lovers of the East and West may find joy and attain
their desires.

May they show kindness to all peoples and nations, become
the remedy for every sufferer and a balm for the wounds of
every needy one. May they become proof of divine bounty and
evidence of heavenly grace. May they strive night and day to
guide other Persians to the straight path and perfume their
nostrils with the fragrance of the celestial rose-garden.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12432

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter arrived. Due
to the multitude of occupations, a brief reply is being writ-
ten. The letter and constitution of the Unity Meeting arrived.
Whatever the friends deem appropriate regarding the organiza-
tion of the meeting and its constitution may be implemented.
A letter was written to the Unity Meeting - deliver it. The
poems of the Nightingale also arrived - a reply will be written
later.

The letter from the Servants of the Covenant Meeting, the
Servants of the Testament Meeting, and the Servants of the
Pact Meeting has not arrived. One letter will be written to
all. And that you wrote that the friends are in utmost joy
and delight brought the greatest gladness and fragrance. And
according to your request, a letter will be written to Tirandaz
Kaykhusraw and Ardishir Jamshid.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06217

To: Muhammad Taqi Sangisari, in Palestine
Date: 1911 ca.

...0 friends! All peoples and nations are intoxicated with the
wine of pride, and are heedless, oblivious and deprived of the
bounties of this radiant century. Each one is wandering in
some wilderness, lost in some ocean, with neither shore nor
end, neither salvation nor shelter. But praise be to God, the
friends are aboard the Ark of Salvation and immersed in the
ocean of bounties. At every moment there is a radiance from
the horizon of oneness, an outpouring from the dayspring of
unity, and from the sea of grace there comes a dewdrop for
the gardens of hearts and a balm for the wounds of pain. The
gates of triumph are flung wide open and hearts are expanded
through the verses of the munificence of the All-Forgiving Lord.
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Glad tidings of divine confirmation arrive continuously and
hope for success appears moment by moment. Convey these
glad tidings to each of the servants of the Divine Unity, that
they may know what bounty and portion they possess and
what triumph they have attained....
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To: Bibi Sakinih wife of Mirza Abdu’l-Bagi
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou leaf that hath attained unto certitude! Souls there are
many but assured souls are few and far between. For certitude
is a bounty and a grace that cometh from God. “This is a

bounty of God that He vouchsafeth to whomsoever He willeth”.

No soul is worthy of the divine threshold or can approach the
Court of Abha Beauty unless he hath attained the station of
certitude. A believer might have faith but he may not yet
be assured; a soul may turn to God but he may not have
attained the state of certitude. If such assurance is achieved,
however and such blessed certitude attained by the grace of
divine assistance, then one should thank God at all times both
night and day. Be thou grateful, therefore that a glance from
the loving providence of the All Merciful hath been cast upon
thee and thou hast imbibed from the cup of assurance and hast
drunk thy fill of the chalice of certitude. And we pray for thee
and for thy sister Khayru’-Nisa a goodly prayer. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06237

To: Henry Moses
Date: 1911 ca.

O noble and respected person, due to your good intentions,
purity of character, and abundant zeal which you possessed,
and your striving for unity between the nations of East and
West, you have finally found your way to the Kingdom of God
through divine assistance and favor. The escort of divine provi-
dence has arrived and the light of hidden favors has shone forth,
and the heart and mind of your honor and the respected wife
and honored sister, the revered ladies, have become illumined.

And this illumination will increase day by day until hearts
become like mirrors and the Sun of Reality and the light of
guidance shines forth, and the effulgences of the favors of the
Luminary of the horizons become manifest and radiant. And
may each of you become a shining candle and cause the illumi-
nation of the human world.

3 This is the eternal sign, this is the everlasting command, this
is heavenly glory, this is divine felicity. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06070

To: Qanbar Ali Nagqash
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your
letter was received. The glance of the Blessed Beauty’s favor
encompasses you, and the bestowals of the grace of the Divine
Unity are complete. Be confident.

And to that group who were like candles illumined in the gath-
ering, convey to all of them the utmost longing, love and faith-
fulness from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The gathering of the friends is a
reflection of the outpourings of the Supreme Concourse, there-
fore it is luminous and spiritual and divine. When the friends
come together with one another in intimate fellowship and
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unity in the feast, the light of divine unity shines forth and
infinite bounties are bestowed.

Convey most glorious greetings to the esteemed maiden Bilqis
Nafis, and from me, show affection and kindness to the dear
scribe ‘Azizu’llah so that he may become the cause of cheerful-
ness, smiles and joy among the friends.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06858

To: Mihtar Kayqubad Gushtasb, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O flower of the rose-garden of the Persians! The letter was a
sign of Kayqubad’s character. From its fragrance, the sense of
smell was perfumed and the mind was made fragrant. Praise
be to the Creator of existence that that servant of the threshold
became aware of the secret and from the intensity of passion
and yearning took to flight.

Divine favors encompassed his condition until he became of the
hosts of Shah Bahram and became a tamed bird and a gentle
and calm gazelle. Now is the time for him to sing ghazals and
compose melodies and tune the harp and lute and begin songs
and music.

Give my greetings to His Holiness Andalib and convey the
Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings. I beseech from
the endless favors that that country be set in motion. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06794

To: Surush Bahram Farsi, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O Surush of good tidings! Your well-referenced letter was the
utmost in eloquence and expressiveness, revealing mysteries
and evidence of pure intention and love of the Lord. Praise be
to God that you heard the melody of Surush and beheld the
kingship of Shah Bahram, and like a bird of the meadow you
flew to the rose garden of truth and raised high upon cypress
and jasmine the call of spiritual mysteries.

Now you are enamored with that enchanting countenance and
disheveled by that perfumed hair. For lovers, sighs and cries
are necessary, and for the yearning ones continuous lamenta-
tion is essential and obligatory. Therefore, raise your voice as
much as you can and play the shahnaz, awaken the birds of
the meadow, and at dawn harmonize with sweet melodies.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12793

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O God, My God! This is one of Thy humble and lowly maidser-
vants who hath fervently prayed to the kingdom of Thy unity.
She hath implored Thee in the heart of dawn, and besought
Thee in the dark of night and at the height of day, relying
upon Thee and imploring Thy forgiveness and pardon.

O Lord! The ocean of Thy pardon hath surged before Thy
servants and the breezes of Thy forgiveness have wafted over
Thy cherished handmaidens. O Lord, deprive not this poor one
of Thy boundless favours. Abandon her not, lifeless and weak,
abased and fallen, to the abyss of shame and degradation, but
shelter her through Thy mercy in the garden of Thy forgiveness
and pardon, and destine for her all that is good and seemly in
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the paradise of Thy good-pleasure. Thou, verily, art the All-
Bountiful, the All-Glorious, the Most Merciful.
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AB06931

To: Darvish Abdu’l-Karim Munis
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art intimate with the friends! His Honor Qa’im-
Magam has for some time been passing his days in the land
of Joseph of Canaan in the utmost joy and fragrance, and is
the intimate companion of this bewildered and wandering one.
He continuously opens his tongue in thankfulness regarding
that honored one and does not forget. He is appreciative and
faithful, steadfast in love and devotion, and in the utmost ea-
gerness, attraction and purity. Therefore he is my companion
and fellow-traveler.

2 Through the favors of the Incomparable Lord, it is hoped that
he will be assisted to render outstanding services, will open his
tongue and show souls the path of guidance. For now he is
here until Iran finds order.

On my behalf convey the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious
greetings to His Honor Ghawth’d-Din. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07640

To: Aga Mirza Sadiq et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O blessed leaves! The Beloved of Martyrs, your illustrious
grandfather, was unique among martyrs and peerless among
the blessed. He shines forth like the sun from the horizon of
the Most Great Martyrdom.
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Therefore, his honored descendants must shine forth like stars
from the dawning-place of divine favors. Each one must strive
and arise so that this effulgent light may grow brighter day by
day, and the radiance and beams of this star of sanctity may
become more evident and manifest, and his eternal glory more
clear and apparent.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07745

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi
Date: 1911 ca.

O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah! If you only knew to what
degree ‘Abdu’l-Baha is occupied, you would surely be amazed.
Night and day there is a general rush of visitors, and questions
pour forth like a boundless ocean. The work of teaching con-
tinues uninterruptedly, and there are public gatherings every
day. They also secure promises for attendance at meetings of
other groups, where detailed talks are given according to the
present capacity and receptivity of Europe.

In short, you have no idea what is happening. The setback in
Egypt and Alexandria has been compensated for. Europe is
truly in a state of excitement and commotion now - let us see
what will unfold.

Write to the loved ones of God asking them to give me a month
or two so that I may devote and dedicate all my time to teach-
ing. God willing, compensation will be made later.
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AB07412

To: Sughra daughter of Haji Tabasi et al.
Date: 1911 ca.

O maidservants of God, Sughra and Malika, two young daugh-
ters of Haji Tabasi, upon them and him be the Most Glorious
Glory!

O two assured leaves! Divine bounty is not restricted to males
or females, and eternal grace encompasses all. Whoever is
quickened by the Merciful breath is divine, whether male or
female. And every soul that is sacrificed in the path of the
Beloved attains eternal life, whether men or women.

Therefore, strive as much as you can to manifest supreme
chastity, the purity of the highest realm, the knowledge of the
Lord of Might, supreme guidance, the greatest bounty, and the
loftiness of servitude to the Most Glorious Beauty, so that like
a candle you may become illumined with human virtues.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07983

To: Aqa Muhammad Quli Khan (Khurasan), in Khusif
Date: 1911 ca.

O Lord! O All-Glorious One! O Bestower of bounty! This
servant who is steadfast in servitude unto Thee, who is drawn
nigh unto Thy threshold; this soul who is the guardian of Thy
court and accepted at Thy gate.

O Lord! Make this needy one noble through servitude unto
Thee. O Kind One! Make this homeless wanderer a star of
heaven through Thy love.

Though we be abject and lowly, Thou art the Lord of might.
And though we be sinners, Thou art the All-Forgiving. Send
forth the messenger of Thy grace and kindle the lamp of Thy
bounty, that we may ever wander in the wilderness of Thy love
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Powerful.
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To: Fadil Mazandarani, in Rangoon
Date: 1911 ca.

Thy hardships in this journey are boundless and limitless and 5 oL o G A O s oLl ol
mighty difficulties are evident and manifest.... thou must en- J;. Al ol el acke o3
dure these trials and journey throughout India... As far as vedsy (690 Olwsdis s 5 L Ol
possible, associate and consort at first with both Persians and -, lae  dlle luz) s d\ﬁ; s okl L
others, and discourse on scholarly matters so that it may be- . sy 10, 2 e Bl 55 a2le
come evident to all that thou art learned and informed. When ARG O W7, bl § syt tbb u{
some measure of fellowship is established and they lend an e L S S8 el Ll
attentive ear, then to whomsoever thou findest receptive, im- > B} b S - J}a &
part the Word discreetly. Perchance through this means the 45" Wl wle 2 ey 6 G |, S
ignorant people may come to know... And if tarrying in In- ~ el L L Gl s O A—’EL
dia proveth difficult and arduous, travel to the shores of the 553 S Slwgutis 3 EK6 a2l 5!
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wherever else thou deemest advisable. Rest assured that the 5 Oleb ('3 5 0L Olgol 5 045 s
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ABO07962

ABO08380

To: Bahman Khudamurad (Yazd), in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O Bahman! The weeping of the clouds of Bahman (January)
is followed by the laughter of rose gardens and meadows, and
greenery and freshness and blossoms and flowers and fragrant
herbs appear in succession. Therefore the friends are wait-
ing for you to become like the life-giving breeze of Farvardin
(March-April) and the delightful spring of Ordibehesht (April-
May), to become a sublime paradise, to adorn the face of the
earth, and to arrive at that graceful season.

For Bahman and Isfand (February-March) lead to the pleasing
Farvardin, when the bounties of the spiritual springtime appear
and the outpourings of the All-Merciful are unveiled, when the
goodly fruits adorn the trees and souls find repose beneath
their shade. May your soul be happy!
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AB07962

To: Ahmad Ali Mamagani
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the One True God! Thou hadst written the truth.
To teach is a gift of God and is not based on one’s talents. To
present proofs and convincing evidence is but a bounty from
the All Merciful and is not dependent on knowledge and learn-
ing. How often has one unlettered soul become the source of
guidance for the entire world.

Therefore thou shouldst also trust in God and despite the ab-
sence of material means engage in this most profitable trade
for thy wealth lies in the Bounty of the Blessed Beauty and in
His grace. My hope is that thou shalt be confirmed in doing
this.

Speak out with eloquence and praise and unloose thy tongue
to teach with dignity and confidence.
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AB08981

ABO08795

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Haifa
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual beloved! Night and day I remember thee and have
not a moment’s rest, but due to the multitude of occupations I
must content myself with communing with thee in spirit. Thou
art ever before me and in my heart - we are companions and
intimates, and share together in servitude at the Threshold of
Baha. Therefore we are of one heart and one soul.

> Convey to all the Most Great Abha Greeting. In my stead,
show humility and supplication at the two Thresholds, and of-
fer entreaty and prayer. I am determined to journey to Europe
but shall return soon.
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AB08981

To: Baha’is of Muhammadabad, in Muhammadabad (Darrih Jaz)

Date: 1911 ca.

...Whosoever turns to the Abha Kingdom and, detached from
all else, travels the spiritual path, reads the Hidden Words
and acts according to them, let him be assured that he will
be victorious and triumphant, confirmed and assisted. These
Hidden Words are the decisive counsels and universal divine
It is an absolute obligation and binding duty
upon all the friends to read them and act accordingly. The
divine verses and words have been revealed for the purpose of
being acted upon, not merely to be read. Many souls recite
them but never think of acting upon them....

admonitions.
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ABO08788

AB08942

To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Tabriz
Date: 1911 ca.

O peerless Vahid! Your letter was received. The receipt of the
first reply was recorded but the receipt of the second reply is
unknown. It must surely have reached you by now.

Attention must be directed to the Holy Shrine - that is the
station which We have ordained. However, for now this should
remain confidential.

And if any Huquq becomes available, spend it on establishing
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

Convey most glorious greetings to the uncle Rahmatullah
Khan.

5 Regarding the properties, let them exercise some patience until

the boundary issue between Iran and Turkey is resolved.

Due to the press of duties this is written briefly - kindly excuse.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABOS8T788

To: Mavaddat, Fadlullah son of Abdur-Rahim et al., in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O seekers after the attainment of perfection! According to what
Muhammad ‘Ali Khan has written, you are engaged with the
utmost eagerness in the pursuit of perfection. If this be so,
you deserve a thousand praises. You must ever concentrate
your thoughts on the acquisition of knowledge, that unending
confirmations may successively reach you from the Kingdom
of God, and that through His grace you may exert mighty
efforts and strenuous endeavors for the progress of Iran and the
advancement of the Iranian people, and that you may become
near ones at the Divine Threshold and draw nigh unto the
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AB09238

court of the All-Merciful. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!

AB08982

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O ye beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Should you observe that
through a general election the Spiritual Assembly will gain
increased influence and no one will have cause for objection
or hesitation, and all will acknowledge the decisions of the
Spiritual Assembly, in such case a general election would be
better and more fitting. Indeed, God willing, that Assembly
may reach such a degree that it will establish the foundation
of the unity of the world of humanity, and the utmost unity,
fellowship and oneness will be achieved. Consult ye regarding
this matter and send the result of your decision.

Upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious.
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AB09238

To: Aga Yusuf son of Mirza Muhammad (Batum), in Anar
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the one true God! Strive with all thy might in
service to the friends of God, for service to the friends is even
as servitude to the Lord of Grandeur and highly praiseworthy
in the court of the All-Glorious Beauty.

Rest not for a minute and seek not comfort for a moment,
rather labour with heart and soul that thou might bend thy
back in true service to but one among the friends and so bring
happiness and joy to His luminous heart.
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AB09543

Such is the means of attracting true bounty, and through this
the brow of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is illumined. In servitude canst thou
become my partner.
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AB09303

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and likewise Lord Curzon’s article arrived. It became known
that thou hast gone to Switzerland for the summer and art
staying at the castle of Mr. Henry. A special letter is be-
ing written to him and likewise a collective letter was written.
Translate and deliver these, and thou wilt certainly return to
London at the time of Parliament, for the friends of God are
gathered there. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09543

To: Mirza Bagqir Darvish Masud, in Qazvin
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who stringest the pearls of gleaming, luminous and
resplendent verse, the pure and chaste poetry!

The composition was noted. It was the melody of the nightin-
gale of meanings and the song of the divine nightingale. It
was the high notes of the dove of the gardens and the cooing
of the mystic dove in the rose-garden of realities. In truth, it
flowed with utmost fluidity like running water and possessed
the highest eloquence and grace - the speech of the sugar-eating
parrot.
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AB09440

Poetry should be thus - it should be a melody of the highest
heaven and a song of the supreme paradise. And upon thee be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09598

To: Binish Hagju, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual friend! Thy letter was received. Although grief and
sorrow emerged from the plunder and pillage, yet supreme joy
and delight was obtained from your arrival among that glorious
people.

I hope that you will be confirmed in this service and become
the cause of eternal glory for that noble people. May you sow
pure seeds that will yield abundant harvests, and may this
influence endure.

Wherever you are, you are the manifestation of aid and grace.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09440

To: Feriborze Roozbehyan, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O Fariburz Parsi! It appears that you are engaged in teaching
the daughters of the martyred one. This service of yours is
acceptable at the Threshold of Oneness and a cause of drawing
near to the Most Great Threshold. You must assuredly exert
your utmost effort so that those leaves may attain the utmost
proficiency in the English language, for those pure leaves are
connected to me and endeavoring to teach them is service to
the Sacred Threshold.
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AB09821

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09185

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O spiritual assembly! Your letter was received. A brief reply
is being written - please excuse me. Regarding sending female
and male teachers, three weeks ago this was emphatically writ-
ten to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad, and it is being written again.

Focus on expanding the circle of teaching, for this is the day of
the field and the time for galloping. Any valiant horseman who
rides forth with the steed of endeavor in this field will surely
snatch away the ball of bounty with the polo stick of grace.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09821

To: Ali Quli Khan, in Chicago
Date: 1911 ca.

...0 people! The lights of Truth have shone forth! The verses
of Truth have appeared! The ocean of grace is surging! The
Sun of Reality hath shed its radiant beams! The horizon of
existence hath been illumined! The face of the earth hath
become a shining page! The divine springtime hath pitched its
pavilions with infinite majesty! The cloud of mercy is pouring
down its rain! The Orb of bounty is radiating its splendor!
The breeze of eternal life is wafting! The gates of the divine
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Kingdom are flung open! How long will ye remain withered

and faded? Awake! Awake! Be vigilant! Be vigilant!...

AB10162

To: Fazlullah Banan, in Shiraz

Date: 1911 ca.

O thou kind friend! Ol e Lb

Thy letter was received. 1 swear by thy precious life that
‘Abdu’l-Baha has not the opportunity to write even a single
line. These questions which thou hast asked would require a
book to answer. Therefore we have left them until, God willing,
a meeting may take place and they may be answered verbally,
for it is not possible in writing.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09867

To: Mansur Nuri, in Tihran
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Truth! If there has been any delay in answer-
ing your letter, do not imagine it is due to any negligence. This
is because of the abundance of pressing matters. There is not
a moment’s respite.

I supplicate for you in the divine Kingdom with utmost humil-
ity and implore boundless grace. My hope is that the means
of comfort will be provided.

There is no more time now. Please excuse me. Deliver the
enclosed letter to Jinab-i-Amin.
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AB09852

To: Mirza Haji Aqa
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou servant of Baha! The cup of bounty is overflowing and
the wine of faithfulness is in utmost intensity and boundless
power. But what benefit is there when those who would taste of
it are few, and those who would drink of it fewer still? Perhaps
the Hidden Hand will bestow a grace and, through the power
of the Kingdom, cause them to drink. My hope is that thou
wilt be intoxicated by this cup and become inebriated by this
wine.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10404

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumsi, in Port Said
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letter no.
The request for forgiveness for the Master Builder was written
before and sent, and likewise letters were written to the friends
in Darrehgaz and sent previously. You have not written about
their receipt. You must definitely write about the receipt of
these letters. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12711

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of God! Your letter was received.
Due to lack of time, I write briefly. The passage that was
written in the letter of Andalib is correct. There was one man-
ifestation outside Baghdad and another manifestation in Akka.
Do not change the passage, for there is wisdom in it.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB10917

To: Abdu’l-Ghaffar Shirazi
Date: 1911 ca.

O visitor who art fragrant with the breath of God! It is mid-
night, and a brief opportunity has arisen to pen these few
words. That oppressed and martyred leaf is safe in the shelter
of the intended One - may she be embraced by mercy and for-
giveness. But the upheaval of the factions will not endure, and
the agitation will pass away, though only after many hardships.
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ABI12011

AB10825

To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! Your letter was received. De-
spite lack of time, I have undertaken to answer your question.
You must certainly send the photograph of the Holy House
to Jinab-i-Shaykh ‘Ali-Akbar-i-Quchani in Baku with utmost
speed. Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to the
blessed mother and sister.
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AB10822

To: Ardishir Khusru, in Shiraz
Date: 1911 ca.

O Ardeshir! I praise God that thou art a lion in the forest of
guidance and a brave tiger in the reeds of divine knowledge.
As there is no time, I write briefly. Make an effort that all the
Parsees may become illumined and be enkindled with the fire
of love. May thy soul be happy!
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AB12011

To: Anna Kuhst
Date: 1911 ca.

Recite the Obligatory Prayer and supplications as much as
thou art able, so that day by day thou mayest attain to in-
creased firmness and steadfastness and find greater joy and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

97


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=217
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=220
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-476.html

w

Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

AB05261

gladness. Thus the circle of divine knowledge will grow wider,
and the fire of the love of God will burn brighter within thee.

BRL_IOPF#2.17x

AB08292

To: Ali Quli Khan, in Washington, DC
Date: 1911

O my old companion! Your letter was received and from its
contents it became clear that you are distressed. You are right
- the events in Iran are as a file upon the spirit and a burning
fire. Yet there is hope in the aid and favor of the Glorious Lord,
and the end shall be praiseworthy. The hut of sorrows shall
one day become a rose garden - grieve not. You are rendering
the utmost effort and sincerity in service to Iran and Iranians
- have no further sorrow. God willing, I shall make a journey
to America.

Convey most glorious greetings to the spiritual handmaiden
Mrs. Ruhaniyyih, and on my behalf, smell and kiss the lights
of the horizon of love, the children.

Convey greetings and kindness to the honored lady.
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AB05261

To: Alice Barney
Date: 1911 or <

O thou who art honored and dear!

Thy letter was received and was the source of pleasure, for thou

hast not forgotten this imprisoned one and remembered Acca.

Although thy days here were few, as they were pleasant, they
will count as years; a real intimacy between thee and all the
family was formed which will not be forgotten in the passing

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 98


http://www.bahai.org/r/261190546
http://www.bahai.org/r/481656655
http://www.bahai.org/r/923382896
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MSHR4.pdf#page=251
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_2/Issue_14

Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV

AB11187

of years. I desire of God that thou wilt be heavenly, angelic
and spiritual; and as a torch, become illumined with the love
of God in the kingdom of existence.

In regard to the question thou askest about the picture of this
oppressed one, saying that it was much spread in America:
Know that this imprisoned one never had a picture taken ex-
cept in youth, and that one also on account of the command
and will of Baha’u’llah, I merely consented so as to obey His
command. Therefore I do not like it to be greatly spread. I
desire of God, that the traces of the spiritual likeness, which
are attributes and qualities, will remain eternally.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

TAB.357-358

AB11187

To: May Mazwell, in United States
Date: 1911 ca.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Thy letter was received, but I have no time to answer. In brief:
God willing, I will set out for America next spring, and perfect
and true joy will be attained.

MAX.275
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Study guide to this volume

This volume belongs to the period following ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s return from his first Western journey.
Having visited London and Paris in the autumn of 1911, he returned to Egypt — to Alexandria
and Ramleh — to rest, receive pilgrims from the East who were unable to come to Europe, and
prepare for the far longer and more demanding American journey that was already being planned.
The documents gathered here are accordingly transitional in character: letters that look backward
to the just-completed European mission and forward to the anticipated American one, tablets that
address the practical and institutional questions of a global community still in formation, treatises
on progressive revelation and the purpose of the dispensations, and prayers for the departed that
reveal the pastoral tenderness underlying the public proclamation. The community in Iran was
passing through the upheaval of the Constitutional Revolution, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha wrote repeatedly
to counsel steadfastness, non-participation in political violence, and faith that the divine power
alone could lift a nation from its degradation. Alongside this counsel to the East, the volume
preserves a cluster of letters oriented toward the West — toward Stuttgart, Boston, Chicago, and
New York — that show the anticipatory joy with which ‘Abdu’l-Baha contemplated the American
journey. The volume is thus a meditation on the interval: on what it means to inhabit the space
between one great effort and the next, and to discern in that interval the next form divine service
should take.

The Arc of Dispensations: Each Age and Its Central Truth

Key Passages

The Promised Beauty endured all these afflictions and trials so that unity of humankind
might be established among people, and oneness and unity might be founded, and the
foundation of discord and estrangement might be completely destroyed.

In all His tablets He urged, encouraged and explicitly stated that prosperity and success
are confined to the unity of the human world, which must spread through all horizons
like the rays of the morning lamp. For in every Manifestation when the dawn of guidance
shone forth, its subject was a particular matter. In the days of Moses, the subject of
God’s law was obedience and submission to the Lord of Hosts, with ordinances of utmost
severity and difficulty. And in the day when the brilliant Sun of Christ dawned, the
subject and foundation of His law was good character, fellowship and harmony, and not
taking revenge on the people of discord and opposition. Therefore He said: “Whosoever
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also.” And in the day of
Muhammad’s appearance, the subject of God’s command and foundation of religion
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was breaking of idols, prevention of idol worship, humbling of pharaohs and abasement
of tyrants. — AB00414

But in this wondrous Dispensation and glorious century, the foundation of God’s re-
ligion and the subject of His law is the Most Great Kindness, the Most Great Mercy,
fellowship with all peoples, truthfulness and trustworthiness, heartfelt kindness to all
groups and peoples, and proclamation of the oneness of mankind — so much so that
strangers become friends and others are counted as loved ones. One must deal with all
human beings of whatever religion or group with the utmost friendship, truthfulness,
trustworthiness, godliness, fellowship and unity. — AB00414

Context for Study

The letter to the Baha’is of Baghdad (AB00414) is one of the most compact and elegant statements
of progressive revelation in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondence. The argument is both theological and
exhortatory: ‘Abdu’l-Baha opens by listing Baha'u’llah’s sufferings — chains, exile, pillage, the
prison of ‘Akka — and identifies their purpose as the establishment of human unity. He then
moves to a theology of dispensational particularity: each Manifestation of God addressed the
central spiritual emergency of his age. Moses addressed the chaos of a people newly freed from
slavery who needed law and obedience to become a coherent society. Christ addressed a people
so bound by fear of enemies that they needed a radical transformation of the disposition toward
suffering and offense. Muhammad addressed a people mired in polytheism and tribal fragmentation
who needed a unifying, iconoclastic spiritual force. The Bab addressed the rigidity of inherited
form with an apocalyptic severity. Baha’u’llah’s age, by contrast, requires the qualities that all
previous dispensations pointed toward but could not yet establish: “the Most Great Kindness,
the Most Great Mercy, fellowship with all peoples.” This dispensational reading has affinities
with Joachim of Fiore’s threefold scheme of salvation history (Father, Son, Spirit), with Hegel’s
dialectical philosophy of history, and with the Islamic concept of naskh (abrogation) — each of
which acknowledges that divine guidance takes historically specific forms. What distinguishes
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account is its programmatic specificity: the distinctive note of the present age is
named as the “oneness of mankind,” a social and civilizational achievement rather than a purely
doctrinal or ritual one. The tablet was addressed to a community plagued by internal discord; the
theology is deployed as practical pastoral medicine.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha assigns each Manifestation a distinctive “subject” or central spiritual task: obe-
dience for Moses, fellowship and non-retaliation for Christ, the overthrow of idolatry for
Muhammad. Is this a satisfying account of the distinctiveness of each dispensation? What
does it leave out, and what does it illuminate?

2. The present age’s distinctive requirement is named as “the Most Great Kindness, the Most
Great Mercy, fellowship with all peoples” How does this characterization of our historical
moment compare with Kant’s project of perpetual peace, with the United Nations’ Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, and with the postcolonial critique of universalism?
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3. The dispensational schema implies that moral requirements change with historical circum-
stances. How does this align with or challenge the concept of natural moral law (lex natu-
ralis) in Catholic moral theology and with the Kantian categorical imperative as a timeless
principle?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses this theological argument to a community torn by internal discord.
What does the use of grand historical theology as a response to local community conflict reveal
about his pastoral method? Compare with Paul’s use of the cosmic Christ hymn (Colossians
1:15-20) to address practical church disputes.

5. The letter insists that “strangers become friends and others are counted as loved ones.” What
social and psychological conditions are required for this transformation? How does it engage
the philosophical literature on cosmopolitanism, from the Stoics through Kant to Martha
Nussbaum?

The Education of Children: Moral Formation as Divine Service

Key Passages

Training in morals and good conduct is far more important than book learning. A child
that is cleanly, agreeable, of good character, well-behaved — even though he be ignorant
— is preferable to a child that is rude, unwashed, ill-natured, and yet becoming deeply
versed in all the sciences and arts. The reason for this is that the child who conducts
himself well, even though he be ignorant, is of benefit to others, while an ill-natured,
ill-behaved child is corrupted and harmful to others, even though he be learned. If,
however, the child be trained to be both learned and good, the result is light upon light.
— AB00824

Children are even as a branch that is fresh and green; they will grow up in whatever
way ye train them. Take the utmost care to give them high ideals and goals, so that
once they come of age, they will cast their beams like brilliant candles on the world, and
will not be defiled by lusts and passions in the way of animals, heedless and unaware,
but instead will set their hearts on achieving everlasting honour and acquiring all the
excellences of humankind. — AB00824

In this day, the diffusion of useful knowledge, the discovery of the material mysteries of
existence, the promotion of profitable arts and crafts, and the education of children are
all accounted among the greatest bestowals of the Lord of Glory. — ABO01485

Context for Study

The two educational tablets in this section — AB00824 to an administrator of a school in Qamrud,
and ABO01485 to the director of the Tarbiyat School in Tehran — address one of the recurring
themes of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s practical correspondence: the priority of moral formation over intellectual
instruction in the education of children. The famous formulation “light upon light” (drawn from
the Qur’anic Light Verse, 24:35, where nur ‘ala nur describes the intensification of divine light in

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 103



Vol. 150: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, ca. 1911, part IV Appendix

the believer’s heart) is here applied to the integration of moral character and intellectual knowledge.
The argument is essentially Aristotelian: virtuous character (ethos) is the necessary precondition
for the proper use of intellectual capacities (nous). A person of knowledge without character is not
merely incomplete but actively harmful; a person of good character without knowledge is beneficial
but limited; the combination is the highest educational goal. ABO00824’s attention to physical
detail — the cleanliness and bearing of children, the purity of the school’s air — suggests that
‘Abdu’l-Baha understands moral formation as an embodied practice, beginning with the body’s
habits before ascending to the soul’s dispositions. This connects to the classical tradition of paideia
(the comprehensive formation of the person in Greek education), to the Jewish concern for mussar
(ethical self-discipline), and to the Confucian emphasis on Ii (ritual propriety) as the external
expression of inner virtue. AB01485’s praise of the Tarbiyat School’s girls’ branch is significant:
the education of girls is described as the means by which household culture and the women of
Tehran will be transformed, a civilizational claim that situates female education at the heart of
social progress.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha prioritizes moral education over intellectual training, arguing that a well-
behaved but ignorant child is more beneficial than a learned but ill-natured one. How does
this priority compare with the classical Aristotelian distinction between ethos and nous, and
with Plato’s argument in the Republic that justice in the soul is the precondition for justice
in the city?

2. The phrase “light upon light” draws a Qur’anic metaphor for divine intensification and applies
it to the combination of virtue and knowledge. What is the theological implication of using
this Qur’anic phrase for a human educational outcome? What does it suggest about the
status of moral and intellectual formation in Baha’i thought?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s attention to the cleanliness, air quality, and physical comportment of children
implies that moral formation begins in the body. How does this embodied approach to char-
acter formation compare with the Confucian concept of i (ritual propriety as the cultivation
of inner virtue) and with Aristotle’s doctrine of habit as the formation of virtue?

4. The education of girls in the Tarbiyat School is described as transformative for the household
and for society. What theory of social change underlies this claim? Compare with Mary
Wollstonecraft’s argument in A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and with contemporary
development economics’ evidence on the returns to female education.

5. The phrase “acquiring all the excellences of humankind” as the goal of education implies a
universal human standard of excellence. What would such a standard include? Is it possible
to specify universal excellences without imposing particular cultural values? How does this
question arise in debates about global education standards?
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The Grace of Martyrdom and the Consolation of the Departed

Key Passages

These unceasing trials and afflictions, these successive ordeals, though they break one’s
back, crush one’s strength and exhaust one’s endurance, are among the greatest gifts of
God, the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, for He thereby accepteth the self-sacrifice which
certain souls are prompted to make in His path, enabling them to attire their heads
with the glorious crown of martyrdom and to establish themselves upon the throne of
everlasting sovereignty. — AB00489

Such faithful friends as have laid down their lives as martyrs will be stirred by the waves
of the ocean of ecstasy. They will be filled with joy and radiance through the revelation
of heavenly glad-tidings, will receive divine confirmations of loving-kindness and will be
sustained by the wondrous blessings of the peerless Lord in such wise that they will be
moved to say: “Praise be unto God that during our lifetime in this mortal world we
became the target of darts in the path of God and were exposed to the dire peril of
arrows and spears. Every day a shaft of cruelty was hurled at us, and every moment
we drank our fill from the draught of afHliction, till eventually we hastened forth to the
field of martyrdom for the sake of His love, and offered up our hearts and souls in the
path of the All-Merciful” — ABO00489

Context for Study

AB00489 is addressed to the families of Baha’is martyred in Iran — the “remnants of the martyrs,”
as the salutation reads. It is one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most sustained pastoral documents of conso-
lation, and it belongs to a continuous tradition in his correspondence of addressing grief through
eschatological reassurance. The theology is bold: he does not soften the description of the trials
(“break one’s back, crush one’s strength and exhaust one’s endurance”) but insists on their paradox-
ical character as gifts. The word “gift” is not used lightly; ‘Abdu’l-Baha means that the martyrs
have received, through their suffering, something genuinely superior to what they have surrendered
— the “glorious crown of martyrdom” and “the throne of everlasting sovereignty.” The second para-
graph ventures into a form of spiritual prosopopoeia: the voice of the martyrs themselves, imagined
from the other side of death, expresses retrospective gratitude for their afflictions. This device —
the imagined speech of those who have passed on — appears in the classical tradition (Lucian’s
dialogues of the dead, Virgil’s account of the shades in the Aeneid), in medieval Christian eschatol-
ogy (Dante’s Commedia), and in Sufi poetry (Rumi’s account of the departing soul’s discovery of
its true home). What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s use of the device is its explicitly communal
and political dimension: the martyrs’ deaths were not private spiritual events but acts of civic
witness that “stand like a mighty structure, firm, steadfast and immovable” before “the peoples of
FEast and West.” The tablet therefore addresses the survivors with a double charge: to be consoled
by the eschatological horizon, and to embody before the world the steadfastness that the martyrs
demonstrated before their execution.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes extreme suffering as “among the greatest gifts of God.” What are
the theological conditions that make this claim defensible rather than consolation without
substance? Compare with Paul’s theology of the cross in 2 Corinthians 12 (“My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness”) and with the Shi‘i theology
of ‘Ashura.

2. The imagined speech of the martyrs, grateful for their afflictions from the vantage point of
eternity, is a literary device with deep roots in classical and religious literature. What is
the theological and pastoral function of this imagined retrospective gratitude? How does it
engage the charge that such a theology romanticizes suffering?

3. The martyrs are described as “standing like a mighty structure before the peoples of East
and West.” How does this imagery transform individual deaths into collective testimony?
Compare with the Christian concept of the martyrium (the martyr’s witness as proof of the
Faith’s truth) and with the Jewish concept of kiddush Hashem (sanctification of the divine
name through martyrdom).

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha moves from consolation of the bereaved to exhortation of the survivors to em-
body the same steadfastness. What is the relationship between grief and moral courage in this
pastoral letter? How does the theology of the martyrs’ glory function as an ethical demand
on those who remain?

5. How does this theology of martyrdom engage the modern ethical concern that religious glorifi-
cation of suffering can be used to justify violence or to counsel passive acceptance of injustice?
Where are the boundaries of legitimate pastoral consolation?

The Transformation of the East: Baha’u’llah’s Social Legacy

Key Passages

The East was in this sorrowful state and afflicted with such darkness of prejudice and
oppression when Baha’u’llah raised the banner of the unity of humanity and promoted
equality among all people. He removed the foundation of estrangement and laid the
basis of oneness. Through the power of the Word of God and the luminosity of His
teachings, He dispelled the intense darkness of enmity and established the light of love.

The East became illumined and the star of eternal life shone forth brilliantly. Different
conflicting groups gathered together in perfect fellowship and harmony at the banquet
of unity and table of love, as though all were kith and kin, or son and father, or brother
and sister. — AB00763

Now the Baha'’is do not look at people but rather turn to the Lord of humanity. There-
fore they see no enemies but count enemies as friends. They know no strangers but call
others companions. If they witness oppression they consider it transient; if they observe
justice they know it enduring. If they become the target of enmity they consider it like
a shadow, and if they see love they deem it like the rays of the sun. For the darkness
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of oppression cannot resist the light of justice, and the sweetness of love eliminates the
bitterness of enmity. — ABO00763

Context for Study

ABO00763, addressed to a society promoting human unity, offers ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most vivid account
of the social transformation that Baha'u’llah’s teachings have already produced in the East. The
contrast drawn is sociological and historical: before Baha’u’llah, the various religious communities of
Iran and the broader Middle East existed in a state of intense mutual hostility, with ritual pollution
taboos that prevented ordinary social intercourse. Baha'u’llah’s teachings — beginning with his
own person and circle, radiating outward through a growing community of converted Muslims,
Jews, Christians, and Zoroastrians — dissolved these boundaries and produced a new social reality.
‘Abdu’l-Baha claims that this transformation is not a theory but a historical fact: the Baha’is of
the East stand as living witnesses that the unity of humanity is achievable. The second paragraph
describes the transformed spiritual perception that underlies this social achievement: the Baha’i
does not “look at people” (does not perceive them as members of categories that entail hierarchy,
suspicion, or enmity) but looks toward “the Lord of humanity,” a gaze that reveals every face as
potentially a companion. This perceptual transformation — from categorical to individual, from
adversarial to fraternal — is what makes the social transformation sustainable. It echoes Martin
Buber’s distinction between the I-Thou and I-It relation, Emmanuel Levinas’s ethics of the face,
and the Zen Buddhist emphasis on perceiving each encounter without the mediation of conceptual
categories. The political implication is also stated: oppression is “transient” and justice “enduring”
— a claim about the direction of history that requires the kind of long patience that only an
eschatological horizon can sustain.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha presents the Baha’i community in Iran as a historical demonstration that human
unity is achievable across deep religious divides. What are the evidential conditions that would
make this claim convincing? What challenges to it would a sociologist or historian raise?

2. The transformation described in AB00763 is said to rest on a change in spiritual perception:
the Baha’is look toward “the Lord of humanity” rather than at the categories of people. How
does this perceptual shift relate to Buber’s I-Thou relation, to Levinas’s ethics of the face,
and to the Buddhist concept of seeing without conceptual overlay (prajna)?

3. The claim that “the darkness of oppression cannot resist the light of justice” is both a moral
principle and a historical prediction. What is the relationship between moral optimism and
historical evidence? How do we assess prophetic claims about the long-term direction of
history?

4. The image of the “banquet of unity and table of love” where previously hostile groups gather
is a powerful social metaphor with deep roots in Jewish messianic expectation (Isaiah 25:6),
Christian eucharistic theology, and Islamic images of the iftar banquet. How does this
metaphorical resonance function rhetorically and theologically?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes to a society whose aim is human unity, praising it for its work while
implicitly offering the Baha’i community as a model. What is the rhetorical and ethical
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relationship between offering one’s own community as a model and genuinely collaborating
with others toward a shared goal?

A Story from the Past: Baha’u’llah at the Fort of Tabarsi

Key Passages

O divine friends! In the days when the Blessed Beauty was traveling toward the Fort
of Tabarsi, they reached the village of Niyala which was near the fort. When Mirza
Taqi, the governor of Amul who was the nephew of Abbas-Quli Khan, heard news of
the Blessed Beauty, he was certain they were heading to the fort, which was under
siege. Therefore he gathered a great multitude of soldiers and others, and at midnight
surrounded the room where the Blessed Beauty was staying. — AB00534

Mirza Taqi Khan was very fearful of this matter and somehow prevented the group from
carrying out the execution, though other injuries were inflicted. Then a letter arrived
from Abbas-Quli Khan saying “O Mirza Taqi, what a terrible mistake you have made!
Beware, beware lest a single hair be lost from the head of the Blessed Beauty, for such
enmity between our family and their family would never be forgotten.” However, when
the government of Amul and the army also learned that the Blessed Beauty’s purpose
was to reach the fort by any means to extinguish this fire of oppression, tyranny, war
and conflict, they maintained utmost vigilance and prevented approach to the fort.
Thus the Blessed Beauty proceeded to Bandar Jaz... By chance, they were invited the
next day to a village by one of the local chiefs. The Russian servants and some of the
khans strongly insisted that the Blessed Beauty board a Russian ship, but despite their
insistence and pleading it was not accepted. Rather, the next morning they proceeded
to that village with a large group. On the way, a horseman arrived and gave a letter to
the Russian naval officer. When he opened it, he cried out with utmost joy and said in
the Mazanderani language “The man has died” — meaning Muhammad Shah had died.
— AB00534

Context for Study

ABO00534’s narrative of Baha’u’llah’s near-arrest and near-execution during the Tabarsi episode is
one of the few places in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondence where he recounts, in some detail, a histori-
cal incident from his father’s early life. The document is addressed to a community in Iran that has
received photographs of the friends, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha shares the story so that “the divine friends
know that at one time the holy lights of the Blessed Face shone upon that land.” The narrative
combines the logic of providential history with the drama of a near-miss: Baha'u’llah is arrested
at midnight, prevented by complex political calculations from being executed, and then protected
from a second attempt by the sudden death of the Shah, whose execution order arrives too late
to be carried out. The structure is recognizable from biblical narrative: the divinely protected
servant who passes through successive threats that are turned aside by a chain of contingent histor-
ical events — Joseph’s escape from the pit, Moses’s survival in the bulrushes, the annunciation of
Jeremiah’s calling before his birth. In each case, the narrative conveys that the protected person’s
survival is not accidental but purposeful: there is a mission that must be completed. The refusal of
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the Russian ship is particularly significant: Baha’u’llah chose to remain on Iranian soil and face the
danger rather than take the easy escape, a choice that ‘Abdu’l-Baha reports without commentary
but that speaks volumes about the theological meaning of fearlessness. The purpose of the story,
‘Abdu’l-Baha says, is that “its mighty effects” will cause “holy fragrances” to spread in that land
through the friends who now live there — the past illumination as the basis of present vocation.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha tells this story to give the community a sense that they live on ground once

illumined by Baha'u’llah’s presence. What is the theological function of sacred geography
and sacred history in religious community life? Compare with the role of pilgrimage sites in
Islamic, Christian, and Jewish practice.

. Baha’vw’llah’s purpose in traveling toward the fort was “to extinguish the fire of oppression,
tyranny, war and conflict.” He was prevented from reaching it, but then providentially pro-
tected from execution. How does the narrative of providential protection relate to the concept
of a divinely appointed mission? Compare with the narrative of Moses’s near-death experi-
ences and subsequent mission.

. The refusal of the Russian ship’s offer of safe passage is a significant act of courage, or of
something beyond ordinary courage. What name would you give to the disposition that leads
a person to refuse a safe escape from mortal danger? Compare with the Bab’s refusal to
escape from Maku and with Socrates’s refusal to flee Athens before his execution.

. The death of Muhammad Shah is described as the providential event that averted
Baha'u’llah’s execution — a ruler’s death saving a prisoner’s life. How does this kind of
providential reading of historical contingency relate to modern historiography’s commitment
to natural causation? Is there a way to hold both perspectives together?

. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says the purpose of telling the story is to inspire the present community to
spread the divine fragrances in the same land. What is the relationship between historical
memory and present vocation? How does the narration of a founder’s story function as a call
to action?

The Anticipation of America: Letters of Longing and Promise

Key Passages

O divine loved ones and cherished handmaidens of God! ‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost
longing to meet you but is compelled to return to the East, for I have promised to meet
with a great multitude who are coming from far distances, and if the meeting does not
take place they will become discouraged. Therefore, I must return to Egypt, and I hope
that in the spring no obstacles will arise so that with the utmost joy and fragrance I
may hasten to America solely to meet the friends, that the means of happiness may be
provided and the glad-tidings of the Abha Kingdom may encompass all.

May the gatherings and meetings be illumined by the light of the Sun of Reality and
may the nostrils be perfumed with holy fragrances. May the hearts be stirred with joy
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and ecstasy and may the souls be attracted to the Abha Kingdom. May the outpourings
of the Holy Spirit encompass all and may an assembly of the denizens of the Kingdom
be formed in this earthly realm. — AB04633

O seeker of truth! Your letter was received. I have accepted the invitation of the Unity
Church and T seek divine confirmations that I may succeed in traveling to America.
You had written that you are free from Christian dogmas — this news brought me joy,
for what could be better than spiritual freedom? And surely you are sincere, therefore
hearing the teachings of Baha’u’llah has brought the utmost joy and you have become
my true friend. — ABO08783

Context for Study

The letters anticipating the American journey reveal a dimension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s character that
the public addresses do not fully disclose: the private intensity of his longing to meet specific peo-
ple, and the warmth with which he characterizes each new connection as friendship. AB04633 is
addressed to American women believers and is notable for the specificity of its desire: he wants
to come to America “solely to meet the friends,” as if the formal mission of proclamation were
secondary to the more fundamental human impulse of encounter. The prayer that follows is a
compressed utopian vision — “an assembly of the denizens of the Kingdom formed in this earthly
realm” — in which the distinction between heavenly and earthly community is momentarily dis-
solved. AB08783’s acceptance of the Unity Church invitation connects the institutional planning of
the journey to a specific individual whose spiritual freedom from dogma is explicitly praised. “What
could be better than spiritual freedom?” is a remarkable phrase from a figure who had spent forty
years in prison: freedom from external constraint had been withheld from him for decades, but the
interior freedom of investigation and honest seeking was, in his view, always available and always
the more important. The letters of anticipation create a particular texture of feeling in the volume:
the interval between two missions is not empty but charged with longing, planning, and the daily
correspondence of a person who treats every letter as a personal encounter. This texture is itself
a form of teaching: the willingness to be moved by the specific face of a specific friend across
thousands of miles of sea and land.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says he wishes to hasten to America “solely to meet the friends.” What does
this stated motive reveal about the relationship between personal encounter and institutional
mission? Compare with the way Paul speaks of his longing to visit the communities he has
founded (Romans 1:11-12, Philippians 1:8).

2. The prayer in AB04633 asks for “an assembly of the denizens of the Kingdom formed in this
earthly realm.” What theology of the relationship between heaven and earth underlies this
hope? Compare with the Lord’s Prayer’s petition “Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in
heaven” and with the Jewish concept of olam ha-ba as a present possibility.

3. The acceptance of the Unity Church invitation and the praise for the correspondent’s “spiritual

freedom from dogma” raise the question of the relationship between freedom of inquiry and
religious commitment. When does freedom from dogma become the precondition for genuine
faith, and when does it become a form of spiritual evasion?
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4. The period of anticipation — the interval between the European journey and the American
one — is filled with correspondence that sustains connection across distance. What does this
practice of sustained, particular correspondence reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s understanding
of community? Compare with Paul’s epistolary ministry and with the Confucian concept of
the teacher’s ongoing relationship with students at a distance.

5. The volume gathers documents from a liminal period — the space between two major pub-
lic missions. What spiritual and intellectual disciplines belong specifically to intervals and
transitions? What can the waiting period teach that the active mission cannot?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This volume occupies the interval between the completion of the first Western journey and the
launch of the second. It is a space of return: return to the East, to correspondence, to the
communities under pressure, to the institutional questions that the Western proclamation had
temporarily overshadowed. But it is also a space of anticipation: almost every letter addressed to
an American correspondent vibrates with the expectation of a meeting that is about to happen.
The dispensational theology of AB00414 places the present moment in a grand arc reaching from
Moses through Muhammad to Baha’u’llah; the martyrdom theology of AB00489 locates individual
deaths within an eternal economy of sacrifice; the educational tablets of AB00824 and AB01485
translate these vast horizons into the daily care of a child’s character.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean to live, teach,
and serve in the interval — between one great effort and the next, between the Eastern
past and the Western future, between the suffering that has been endured and the joy
that has been promised — and what does the character of that interval reveal about
the nature of faith itself?
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