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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 172

This January—May 1919 volume is shaped by the reopening of the world after wartime isolation.
Many tablets begin by noting the extraordinary delay of letters: AB01692 answers a letter written
years earlier and interprets the preservation of the Cause through the war as the “Ship of the
Cause” reaching safety through the winds of the Covenant; AB00902 celebrates the return of the
“clear messenger and trusted courier”; and AB01924 likens the wartime silence to an autumn in
which the bird of song had hidden its head beneath its wing, now followed by a new spring of
correspondence. This renewed contact immediately becomes a teaching mandate. AB00794 warns
that the opportunity created by the war must not be lost: humanity is weary, receptive, and thirsty
for the teachings of universal peace, oneness, reconciliation, and the abolition of estrangement.
ABO00588 gives the same charge in global form, telling a traveling teacher that the whole world has
acquired new capacity to hear the call of the Abha Kingdom and that the diffusion of the divine
fragrances is “the most important of all matters.”

The volume’s most historically pointed theme is the interpretation of the postwar peace settlement.
ABO00161 is the major text here: it argues that the war has fulfilled the warnings of Baha’u’llah and
‘Abdu’l-Baha, that even hostile publications inadvertently preserved the relevant prophetic texts,
and that Wilson’s Fourteen Points show the divine teachings circulating “under another name,”
since twelve of the fourteen propositions had already appeared in Baha’i tablets decades earlier.
AB02574 praises President Wilson as serving the Kingdom of God by striving for the protection of
small and great nations under justice and right, while AB04819 offers the sober complement: the
Paris peace conference may seek universal peace, yet misunderstanding, self-interest, and divergent
desires remain, so the Most Great Peace cannot be firmly established by human power alone.
ABU2519 makes the same point historically, reviewing earlier wars and treaties to conclude that
peace documents remain dead letters unless animated by the Word of God and spiritual power.

A second strand concerns Iran and the meaning of political failure. AB12306, AB00902, AB02940,
and AB00237 all contrast the ruinous results of political parties, revolutions, and clerical agitation
with the constructive work of the Baha’is, who are described as standing aside from sedition while
laboring for prosperity, reconciliation, education, and the unity of the human world. AB00237
is especially rich: it surveys recent Iranian disorder, affirms that Baha’is remained tranquil and
dignified amid turmoil, and calls for the preservation of original Babi texts and the publication
of scriptural compilations useful for teaching Zoroastrians. AB01692 also reads the fall of powers
foretold in Baha’u’llah’s tablets—Abdul-Aziz, Abdul-Hamid, Napoleon III, Berlin, and Germany—
as historical proof now visible in world events. In these items, history itself becomes an apologetic
archive, and the postwar situation becomes evidence that the cure of nations lies in moral and
spiritual transformation rather than party competition.
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The American letters show the practical resumption of the Divine Plan. AB02063 insists that
the time is “for nothing more” than the diffusion of the fragrances and urges teachers to travel
through all the states of America; AB06272 gives the concise rule that “the magnet of confirmation
is the promotion of the divine teachings,” provided that deeds match words; and AB04301 calls
the present days the days for sowing seeds. The same cluster touches institutional and community
concerns: AB02063 renews the importance of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and counsels that appeals on
its behalf be made with dignity; AB01064 states that Baha'u’llah’s “heavenly organizations” are
already explicit in His teachings and counsels; AB04957 greets a Spiritual Assembly and defines
its task as promoting unity, eliminating prejudice, and making the human world a mirror of the
Kingdom. AB02583 is one of the volume’s notable racial-unity tablets, praising the enlightenment
of Black believers and using the image of differently colored birds and flowers to present diversity
of color as an adornment rather than a cause of estrangement.

Finally, the volume preserves the pastoral texture of reconnection after catastrophe. AB02845
describes the relief brought by the arrival of the “conquering army” in the Holy Land and the
restoration of safety under a more just administration; AB11534 permits Ahmad Sohrab to leave
for America; AB03823 asks, with characteristic simplicity, for a strong six-person motorcar if it can
be sent without difficulty; and AB04326 reassures the friends that funds entrusted to Amin had been
received despite the impossibility of issuing individual receipts during travel and war. Consolatory
tablets such as AB03183, AB02232, and AB03858 interpret bereavement through the soul’s passage
into the divine realm, while AB02710, AB02045, and AB03835 offer guidance on interpretation,
translation, and prophecy. The collection as a whole presents early 1919 as a moment of released
pressure: communications revive, the friends are reassured, the war is interpreted, Wilsonian peace
is welcomed yet spiritually qualified, and the community is summoned from survival into worldwide
teaching, institution-building, racial unity, and the practical demonstration of Baha’u’llah’s peace
program.
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AB01692

To: Aga Murtida Sarvistani, in Nayriz

Date: 1919-Jan-03 })
25
D O

%‘/

:'”,/u),/,u/u (o0 m// “ /AM{-;
v ._/;« hw«-—:¢u.{,)~f"~¢x’" ‘fw VJ J\./;//
s A/,./J:’J
* j/" éJ'/J’)/‘/’/,”“’)C," NN -.—-/-’

'/’v ../J

'y’/by'-‘

g Xv/

__,/»,./»v" ~)’ — ....,/

O you who are firm in the Covenant! A letter you sent sev-
eral years ago arrived this year. From its contents it was un-
derstood that the friends of Sarvestan and those regions are
all submissive and humble before the Kingdom of Verses, and
they consider ‘Abdu’l-Baha as a partner and participant in
servitude at the Sacred Threshold. There is strong hope that
those precious souls may be leaves of the goodly Tree, and ever
protected from foul odors and firm and steadfast among the
people.

Convey greetings and kindness to the honored wife and es-
teemed daughters and to ‘Abdu’l-Karim Karim and ‘Abdu’l-
Khaliq Fa’iq. I beseech God that you may ever be assisted
and confirmed, and I supplicate at the Threshold of Oneness
for forgiveness of sins for your parents. And likewise convey
utmost love and longing to the servant of the Luminary of the
horizons, Aga Muhammad-‘Ali, the schoolmaster. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB01692

To: Company of Aga Mirza Mihdi Rashti, in Shanghai
Date: 1919-Jan-03

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A letter dated Rabi’u’th
Thani 1333 which thou hadst written was received in the month
of Safar 1337. Despite this delay, it brought joy and delight as
it contained news of your person. The mention of friends by a
friend is ever blessed. Now I take up my pen to write this brief
letter, to be followed later by a detailed one. Praise be to God
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that in these years of upheaval and the most great war, the
Ship of the Cause of the Luminary of the horizons reached the
shore of safety through the winds of the Covenant. All that
was explicitly stated in the Sacred Tablets, some revealed fifty
years ago, has been fulfilled word for word, every letter thereof.
This stands as a sufficient and conclusive proof, shining like
the sun at the zenith of heaven.

> Better still, these manifest verses were recorded thirty years
ago by the enemies in their books written in refutation of the
Cause of God, wherein they objected that such things were
impossible and unattainable. These books, some published
thirty years ago and others twenty years ago by the enemies
themselves, are now in people’s hands. Thus do the friends say
to the wavering and the ignorant: “Bring forth your book that
we may show you the divine proof.” When the book of refu-
tation is presented, the friends point to these verses quoted
from the Kitab-i-Aqdas and the Suriy-i-Haykal addressed to
the sovereigns. Thus is the denier confounded. They are left be-
wildered, for the Sacred Tablets are replete with major events
that have come to pass, mentioned time and again.

What was explicitly foretold regarding Abdul-Aziz and Abdul-
Hamid in Istanbul has all transpired, as have the events in
Tehran, the people’s movement, the turmoil and revolution,
likewise the fall of Bonaparte [Napoleon III] the great monarch
of France, the lamentations of Berlin and the defeat of Ger-
many, and so forth and so forth and so forth - all explicitly
stated and clear. Yet glory be to God! When the eye is blind,
it remains deprived and excluded from beholding all signs. In
the Quran it is stated: “Of no avail are signs and warnings.”
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To: Mihdi Gulpayigani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jan-04

My Lord and my Hope! I call upon You in the evening and
morning, in the depths of night and at dawn, and I beseech
You with my heart, spirit and inner being to assist Your sin-
cere servant who is related to that holy soul - Your servant
who ascended to You, prostrated before You, and came unto
You - whom You chose among the worlds to exalt Your Word,
diffuse Your fragrances, explain Your proof and expound Your
evidences, and whom You named ‘Adl (Justice) through Your
grace, and gave to drink from the overflowing cup until he
became intoxicated with the wine of constancy, and his fame
spread to all regions, and he fulfilled his covenant while pub-
lishing Your signs and proofs in the East and West of the earth.

My Lord, he did not pass a day except in service at Your holy
threshold, and no night passed except that his cry of suppli-
cation and burning sighs rose to the Kingdom of Verses. He
would implore You in the darkness of the gloomy night with a
heart throbbing with Your remembrance and tears flowing in
Your love and attraction to Your holy threshold, until he left
the dust and soared to Your Supreme Kingdom in the vicinity
of Your great mercy, and was immersed in the sea of lights and
established in the Kingdom of mysteries at the center of end-
less divine manifestations. Verily You are the Generous, You
are the Giver, You are the Bestower, You are the Supporter,
the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.

3 My Lord! My Lord! This servant of Yours is related to that ser-
vant and is deeply rooted in ancient nobility. He deserves Your
favors, hopes for Your bounty and benevolence, and yearns
with longing for the Kingdom of Your verses. My Lord, I be-
seech You by the honor of that servant who is near to Your
exalted threshold to grant this servant the favors You specially
bestowed upon that illustrious soul, and give him a portion
from his sea, a draught from his river, and inspirations from his
grace so that he may inherit from him in all conditions and fol-
low him in the virtues that became widespread and renowned
throughout all regions. Verily You are the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting.
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O you who are the memorial of that illustrious person! A let-
ter arrived after four years. Despite this, it was read with ut-
most attention. I became extremely saddened by its contents
as it indicated your severe hardship and difficulty in compil-
ing the book and writing the conclusive chapter. Although
you labored for several months without rest, and strived day
and night until this precious book containing the final works
of Mirza Abu’l-Fadl was collected - since this work was very
important, therefore every hardship in its preparation was a
mercy and every difficulty was comfort. In matters one must
look to the result, not the beginnings. Every important matter
in existence is extremely difficult and trying in the beginning
but in the end is a great bounty. Therefore one must consider
the consequences of matters and affairs.

The point is that although you traversed a great obstacle, you
achieved praiseworthy results, which is the preservation of the
works of that one ascended to the Kingdom of mysteries. One
copy of that book should be sent to the Holy Land, and I will
request it from Tehran. It is certain that it will have great
results, and when it is promoted, you will attain the utmost
joy and gladness. If no compensation has been received for
this effort, be assured that divine compensation will come and
heavenly confirmations will be obtained. The original notes
and treatises of Abu’l-Fadl that were sent must definitely be
returned to the Holy Land - not even a single page should
remain in anyone’s possession - so that all may be preserved
and protected in a respected place and remain permanent and
established, for these are the traces of that noble one’s pen.

; This is the reply to a letter you sent four years ago which

has just arrived. During this time you were compelled to stay
and rest in Port Said. Now having traveled the distance it has
reached the Holy Land, as the way between the Holy Land and
Port Said was completely cut off and sending a letter was im-
possible. Therefore there was delay in its arrival. God willing,
another special letter will be sent hereafter.
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To: Piruzbakht Shafai, Ibrahim et al., in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-04

O two blessed souls! Praise be to God, the days of inter-
rupted news have ended and once again the clear messenger
and trusted courier has come and gone. I immediately thought
of you and before the arrival of your appreciated letter, I set
about writing this epistle so that it would be clear and evi-
dent that you are in my thoughts every moment and present
before me. Although up until now only two telegrams have
been received from Tehran and no news has arrived, yet ac-
cording to the meaning of “The heart did not falsify what it
saw,” during the successive years of revolution in every region,
even if there was some slackening in affairs, I hope that Tehran
has remained protected and preserved and is in the utmost joy
and delight, and that the friends of God have, as they should,
maintained the impregnable fortress and firm foundation, and
have strived to spread the divine fragrances and disseminate
the divine teachings and educate souls so that the luminosity
of this Most Great Cause becomes embodied before all eyes
and is impressed upon the tablets of hearts, and compensates
for the evil of revolution and severity of turmoil and harm of
parties and the ruin of Iran. For all parties have clearly and
definitely shown - nay, have become personified and embodied
- that they were the cause of turmoil, while the friends, through
the aid and care of the Lord of Lords, have become the cause
of ease and comfort for Iran, nay rather for the entire world.
The passage of days must yield complete results.

As for other peoples and nations, in truth their times pass in
confused dreams. Observe how in the revolution of Iran, nay
rather the turmoil of the entire world, what scenes appeared
on this stage and finally all were rolled up with neither fruit
nor trace, neither result nor news except ruin and dispersion
and regret. Neither victor nor vanquished - both were in loss,
for the blood of thirty million souls was spilled in vain and
humanity was endangered and cities and villages were over-
turned without result or fruit. For the earthly world raises one
wave and brings all down from their heights beneath its tent
and makes them captive in the narrow confines of graves, and
everything is forgotten, and “These days We alternate among
mankind.” The end is loss upon loss, except for souls who lay
the foundation of eternal glory and the basis of comfort for
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the world of creation, and adorn the world with the light of 4 a: i 31 pe bl sal o oy Ole

the gift of the All-Merciful. Even the whispers of such souls
remain forever permanent and endless.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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To: Mihdi Khan son of Farrukh, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-04

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! The letter which you wrote
a long time ago has reached Haifa in these days. From its con-
tents it was understood that you have journeyed from Kashan
to Tehran, and during this time you have passed your days in
comfort and happiness, and have found complete rest in a cor-
ner. And you had expressed extreme gratitude for the divine
friends, especially for him who has ascended to the Supreme
Companion, who is seated in the seat of truth with the Mighty
King - the late Khajih Rabi’. This caused great joy.

I hope that through divine favors you will attain perfect health
and well-being, and find whatever is the ultimate desire of
heart and soul in the world of the Beloved. Convey yearning
greetings to your respected and faithful brother Mukhtar. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! For some time I have
not conversed with that kind friend and have not spoken of the
feelings of my heart and soul. ‘Abdu’l-Baha was like a singing
bird that in autumn had tucked its head under its wing in the
nest of silence, ceasing its melody, song, music and harmonies
- no tunes and no whispered confidences. And in this too there
was consummate wisdom. Praise be to God, again the sea-
son of spring has come and novel utterance has begun, and
correspondence and communication has commenced with that
true friend and other intimate companions. This is from the
favors of the Lord of hidden kindnesses, that after silence He
has brought forth a cry, and after stillness He has stirred up
ferment and passion, and at the start of communications He
has begun writing to dear friends.

In any case, the years of upheaval and intense anxiety, whatever
they were, have passed. Now that calm and assurance have
been attained, one must charge forth like a fierce lion and
valiant hero in the arena of sacrifice, for through this sudden
war humankind has developed an intense receptivity, and the
loftiness of divine teachings, the luminosity of divine laws, and
the contents of divine tablets have been realized. We hope that
the universal war will lead to universal peace, and that this
bloodshed and violation and recklessness will yield purity and
freedom. May the world find rest and the universe adornment.
May the tumult of conflict and war be transformed into the
jubilation of melody and song. May these dark clouds disperse
and the sun of humanity’s eternal glory shine in all regions and
deliver the human world from the evil of danger.

His honor Mirza Kamal has engaged in completing his studies
in Beirut, and his honor Mirza Jalal has received an appoint-
ment in the government district of Haifa and is awaiting facil-
itation of travel to those parts. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB12306

To: Muhammad Khan Dr Munajjim, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-06

O thou kind friend! In these days there is great clamor for
an armistice, and murmurings of peace. The powers of the
world seek reconciliation and speak of justice and right. A
prominent figure has explicitly stated that by justice and right
we do not mean mere words, but rather the meaning of these
two blessed terms. This is true, but the people of truth are not
content with meaning alone - they seek the implementation of
this important reality, “for the Command of God must needs
be fulfilled.”

2 Praise be to God, it has become clear and evident that all
the political parties of Iran have been the cause of upheaval
and turmoil, and have laid Iran waste. They have become so
unknown among nations and peoples that in truth no trace
or sign of them remains. But the people of Baha, through
the Most Great Bounty, hope they may succeed in bringing
peace and security to ravaged Iran and make it the envy of
the gardens of Paradise. Know ye this much: whatever was
necessary and fitting was not neglected, for while one group
strove for destruction and ruin, and some attained its fruits,
another party labored for prosperity and development. We
hope that this party may be rendered successful and confirmed.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05466

To: Aqa Mirza Ataullah Sanius-Sultan Atai, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-06

O faithful friend! They say that soon the leaders of the world
will adorn the universe and establish a universal peace celebra-
tion, and all peoples and nations will find rest from war and
killing. If the pillars of peace truly arise to serve the welfare of
humanity and become the manifestation of the blessed verse
“the blame of any blamer shall not deter them from God,” this
feast of reconciliation will demolish the foundations of war and
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the world of creation will find tranquility. But still the odors
of self and passion reach the nostrils, and hidden intentions
persist while political intrigues are in motion. The hope from
the favors of the Glorious Lord is that through His overwhelm-
ing power He will make this assembly the envy of rose garden
and meadow, and make that gathering the brilliant stars of the
world.

We have said all this, yet in preparation
Without God’s favors we are nothing, nothing

Without the favors of Truth and Truth’s chosen ones

Though one be an angel, black is their page

; Divine confirmation and success are essential and the bestowal

of favors is conditional. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB11954

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy services at the
Sacred Threshold are known and recorded, and thy endeavors
in the divine path are accepted and appreciated. Thy pen is
ever in motion spreading the divine verses, and thy heart is
soaring with the breaths of God. The time has come for thee
to make a fresh movement and exert boundless effort, so that
the scattered seeds may yield verdant ears of corn and the
trees full of leaves and blossoms may bring forth fruit. Every
nursing babe will reach maturity. This is the ultimate hope
of the lovers and this is the ardent desire of the longing ones.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12268

To: Mrs Dr Hauff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Jan-07

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Thy letter
dated December 2, 1919, was received. From its meanings,
spiritual feelings were evident and manifest. Praise be to God
that thou hast experienced the second birth from the darkness
of the world of nature and hast been baptized with the fire of
love, the water of life, and the breathings of the Holy Spirit.
Give thanks to God that thou hast entered the Kingdom. For-
get not this bounty. Hold dear thy precious daughter. That
heavenly daughter became the cause of thy becoming seeing
and hearing, receiving tidings from the divine world and at-
taining guidance.

2 Thou didst become illumined, thou didst become merciful. In

this bloody war thou didst find solace and showed patience and
forbearance. If there be no spiritual consolation, through what
shall man find solace in the difficulties and pains of these days?
Consider how illumined and merciful are the Persian youth who
were your guests. My hope is that in Germany itself souls may
arise with the utmost illumination and spirituality. If the stay
of Azizullah Khan is possible, I shall certainly send him again
to those regions for some time in response to the request of the
friends and maidservants of the All-Merciful. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07695

To: Azizullah Khan et al.
Date: 1919-Jan-07

Honored ‘Azizu’llah Khan and ‘Abdu’l-Husayn Khan and ‘Ali-
Muhammad Khan, upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of
God. O my dear friends! A letter has been received from
the handmaid of God Margaretha Hof, earnestly requesting
that one of you remain in that region for the guidance of the
people. Although your meeting with those newly-arrived ones
in the meadow of the Kingdom is a cause of joy and gladness,
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and indeed the guidance of others, yet this appears difficult,
since His Honor Muhammad-Baqir Khan will soon arrive with
his family members in a month or two. Nevertheless, if it
is possible for one of you to go and engage in teaching and
encouraging the friends and handmaids of the All-Merciful, [do
so0]. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00794

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jan-08

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! After the quieting of
the fires of war, four letters arrived from you in succession.
Since they brought news of the health and safety of the divine
friends, they caused the utmost joy. Praise be to God that in
this great tempest, the Ship of the Covenant reached the shore
of salvation. The danger was severe and there was cause for
fear and trepidation, yet through divine protection the friends
in all regions remained safe and preserved, especially in the
Holy Land where tribulations and dangers were without limit.
Every day brought a new affliction and every hour some diffi-
culty. In any case, were it not for divine protection, not one
day’s survival would have been possible. It is among the divine
miracles that I and the friends of the Holy Land, though in the
clutches of bloodthirsty people, nevertheless remained safe and
protected.

Before the war, numerous letters were sent to America stating
explicitly that a great upheaval lay ahead, severe turmoil was
approaching, the people of the world would fall into danger and
painful torment, severe tests would arise, and through these
trials the foundations of comfort would be shaken, while holy
souls would shine like stars in the highest horizon. Praise be to
God, the favors of the Blessed Beauty were all-encompassing
and the grace and generosity of the Lord of Love were per-
fect. Now these dark clouds are dispersing from the horizon
of the world. The divine friends must, according to the previ-
ous instructions that were sent, forget every other matter and
hasten to all regions and countries to promote the divine teach-
ings. For this bloodthirsty war has made humanity weary of
living. All ears are attentive to the call for universal peace, the
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proclamation of the unity of mankind, mutual understanding,
the removal of estrangement, and the raising of the banner of
oneness.

Most people are ready to hear the divine teachings. This oppor-
tunity must not be lost - at another time this receptivity will
be gone and effort will be fruitless. Today is the day of teach-
ing, for all people are thirsty and the divine teachings are fresh
water. Hereafter, thirst will not remain this intense. Therefore,
one must count this opportunity as precious, so that all peo-
ples, nations and religions may find fellowship with each other
and this hatred and enmity may be eliminated from among
humanity.

Convey to two respected individuals, Mr. Richard Mayer and
Mrs. Ledyard, my utmost love and kindness. I will supplicate
with humility and helplessness to the divine Kingdom and beg
boundless assistance and favor for these two pure souls, that
they may grow in the Paradise of Abha by the stream of the
water of life and develop through the drops of the cloud of
grace.

The designs for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar were reviewed. They
are all good - whichever one the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar commit-
tee prefers is best. The report you wrote about your journey
around the world with Mr. Latimer, including the Hawaiian
Islands and other places, was reviewed. Praise be to God that
you were successful in rendering this great service.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#£02 p.019+027

AB01064

To: Agnes S Parsons, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jan-08

O my dear daughter! Previously a telegram from you ar-
rived through the British government, but it was incorrect
and unclear - nothing at all could be understood from that
telegram. Nevertheless, a reply was written and sent through
the government. Now your letter dated October 21, 1918 has
also arrived. I expressed utmost gratitude for the favors of
Baha’u’llah, bowed my head at His Holy Threshold, and of-
fered praise and thanksgiving that, praise be to God, that dear
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daughter remained firm and steadfast during this severe storm
and has no purpose or desire except service to Baha’u’llah and
spreading the divine teachings. And be certain that confirma-
tions and divine assistance will reach you.

Regarding the organizational matters you wrote about - the
divine teachings and exhortations and counsels of Baha’u’llah
are explicitly clear. Those are the heavenly organizations and
following them is obligatory. If there is even a mustard seed’s
deviation, it becomes void.

As for what you wrote about my journey to America - if you
knew how responsibilities are surging like ocean waves, you
would realize that not only is there no opportunity for travel,
but even a little rest at home is impossible. God willing, I
hope circumstances will arise that, through Baha’u’llah’s grace,
heart and mind will find rest - then I will plan to travel and
let you know.

Convey my utmost kindness to your dear son and kiss both his
cheeks with complete love. I pray to God that he may become
a source of your joy and happiness.

The handmaid of God, Edna Ballora, has fallen into great
tribulation and is very distressed and grief-stricken. You must
certainly look after her and console her.

Convey my love and kindness to two illumined persons, Leon
Barnitz and Mrs. Finch, and tell them: “Thank God that
success became your guide and you turned toward the highest
horizon. You became aware of a gift and guidance of which
the whole world is unaware, and you placed upon your head
a crown of greatest bounty whose brilliant jewels will shine
and gleam throughout centuries and ages. Do not look to the
present condition - fix your gaze upon the future. The apostles
of Christ were fishermen - they had neither name nor trace,
neither fame nor renown. As explicitly stated in the Gospel,
they were of no account whatsoever, but rather were considered
lowly. Now observe how great and indeed how they became the
monarchs of the Kingdom. The favors of Baha’u’llah upon His
servants will become evident and manifest in the future.”

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SWAB#069x, SW_ v10#03 p.038-039
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ABO01725

To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jan-08

O true teacher and sincere guide and noble pathfinder in the
Cause of God! During your journey to Tehran you endured
the utmost hardship and difficulty, and showed steadfastness
and firmness when tested. Although you spent some time in
severe hardship, praise be to God you were enabled to render
a mighty service. ‘Abdu’l-Baha always keeps this service in
mind, and whenever he recalls it, joy and delight appear, for
praise be to God, the Blessed Beauty has such a servant who
has no purpose save His good-pleasure and no desire except
complete evanescence. In the path of God he is self-sacrificing,
and in the love of God he is bewildered and distracted.

Truly you have kept alight the lamp of the peerless and no-
ble Nabil and combined luminous character with noble lineage.
Be not grieved by the intensity of suffering - this is the path
of God which must needs have hardship, tribulation, calamity
and affliction. Were it not so, it would have neither fragrance
nor sweetness. Through tribulation doth the face of Baha shine
forth. In any case, during these successive years of upheaval,
intense disturbance has encompassed all people, especially the
friends in Turkistan who were constantly in great danger. Yet
praise be to God they were fearless and companionable inti-
mates with the denizens of the Supreme Concourse. It is hoped
that calamities will end and compensation be made for what
was lost. Convey to all the friends in Turkistan ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
heartfelt greeting and longing. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

O my God, my God! This is Thy servant, a sign of Thy oneness
and a banner of Thy singleness, who speaks Thy praise, aids
Thy Faith, diffuses Thy fragrances and delves into Thy words.
O Lord! Make him a lamp of prosperity and a light of success
among Thy creatures, chanting verses of gratitude to Thee
among Thy servants and reciting to the heedless the Qur’an
of Thy proof and evidence. Then protect him from nocturnal
occurrences and diurnal predators and from the backbiting,
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defamation and evil suggestions of the wicked. Verily Thou
art the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Compelling.

AB03183

To: Carrie Rasmussen, in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Jan-08

O thou beloved maidservant of God, although the loss of a
son is indeed heart-breaking and beyond the limits of human
endurance, yet one who knoweth and understandeth is assured
that the son hath not been lost but, rather, hath stepped from
this world into another, and she will find him in the divine
realm. That reunion shall be for eternity, while in this world
separation is inevitable and bringeth with it a burning grief.

Praise be unto God that thou hast faith, art turning thy face
toward the everlasting Kingdom and believest in the existence
of a heavenly world. Therefore be thou not disconsolate, do
not languish, do not sigh, neither wail nor weep; for agitation
and mourning deeply affect his soul in the divine realm.

3 That beloved child addresseth thee from the hidden world: ‘O

thou kind Mother, thank divine Providence that I have been
freed from a small and gloomy cage and, like the birds of the
meadows, have soared to the divine world — a world which
is spacious, illumined, and ever gay and jubilant. Therefore,
lament not, O Mother, and be not grieved; I am not of the lost,
nor have I been obliterated and destroyed. I have shaken off
the mortal form and have raised my banner in this spiritual

world. Following this separation is everlasting companionship.

Thou shalt find me in the heaven of the Lord, immersed in an
ocean of light.

SWAB#171, SW_ v10419 p.340, SW_ v14#02 p.040
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AB02574

To: Isabel F Chamberlain, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jan-09

O thou beloved maidservant of God! Thy letter was received
and its contents revealed the fact that the friends, in perfect
energy and vitality are engaged in the propagation of the heav-
enly teachings. This news hath caused intense joy and gladness.

For every era hath a spirit; the spirit of this illumined era lieth
in the teachings of Baha’u’llah. For these lay the foundation of
the oneness of the world of humanity and promulgate univer-
sal brotherhood. They are founded upon the unity of science
and religion and upon investigation of truth. They uphold
the principle that religion must be the cause of amity, union
and harmony among men. They establish the equality of both
sexes and propound economic principles which are for the hap-
piness of individuals. They diffuse universal education, that
every soul may as much as possible have a share of knowledge.
They abrogate and nullify religious, racial, political, patriotic
and economic prejudices and the like. Those teachings that are
scattered throughout the Epistles and Tablets are the cause of
the illumination and the life of the world of humanity. Who-
ever promulgateth them will verily be assisted by the Kingdom
of God.

The President of the Republic, Dr. Wilson, is indeed serving
the Kingdom of God for he is restless and strives day and
night that the rights of all men may be preserved safe and
secure, that even small nations, like greater ones, may dwell
in peace and comfort, under the protection of Righteousness
and Justice. This purpose is indeed a lofty one. I trust that
the incomparable Providence will assist and confirm such souls
under all conditions.

SWAB#071, BSW#12.04x, SW_ v10#401 p.013-014
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To: Anna E Van Blarcom, in Montclair, NJ
Date: 1919-Jan-09

O thou who art blessed by divine favors! Thy letter was re-
ceived. Praise be to God it contained good news that a num-
ber of black people have become enlightened and enthusiasm
and ecstasy have arisen among them. During the time I was in
America, I strove mightily that great affection and unity be es-
tablished between white and black. Human beings, like doves
that are white and black and yellow and ruby-colored, should
associate with one another in perfect harmony and intimacy,
and I hope it will be so.

Observe that birds make no distinction between colors and
difference of hue does not prevent affection and love. Similarly
other animals give no importance to color, rather they consider
the species as important. Despite this, how can man, who
is the lord of all creation, occupy himself with unimportant
matters and let differences of color cause aversion and enmity?
Therefore strive that intense love may be produced between
black and white. These differences of color are in truth an
adornment. If all flowers in a garden were of one color, what
fragrance would it have? But if you see a garden where flowers
of different colors have bloomed, it appears supremely delicate
and beautiful to behold. Likewise if the human world were of
one color what distinction would it possess? But differences of
color are the cause of the manifestation of the power of the All-
Merciful. Convey my utmost kindness to Mrs. Bosch and give
the glad tidings of the Kingdom to Dr. Randall and convey
utmost love to the Addison and Rhodes families. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#02 p.028-029
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AB02500

To: Alice Ives Breed, in New York
Date: 1919-Jan-09

O respected handmaiden of God! Your letter dated November
17, 1918 was received. Its contents spoke the truth. Indeed, it
is true that if women had influence, the fire of this war would
not have been ignited. If the women of Europe generally and
the women of America collectively had the right to vote in
all states, they certainly would not have agreed to war. Now
this war has left millions of children fatherless and millions of
parents without sons. This war has left helpless sisters without
brothers. This war has left millions of women widowed and
husbandless. This war has shaken the foundation of humanity.
And if in the future women gain voting rights like men, they
will certainly prevent war. Otherwise the task is difficult.

Man is bloodthirsty and worse than predatory animals. What
benefit is there in counsel and advice? A mighty force is needed
to resist, otherwise the task is difficult. I beseech God to grant
confirmation and success to the world of women, for their de-
sire is universal peace. Now the friends of God must set aside
all thoughts and mention and dedicate all forces to promoting
the Cause of God and the divine teachings which are the foun-
dation of universal peace. I supplicate to the divine Kingdom
and seek confirmation and success for the friends in New York,
that they may increase in unity and harmony day by day and
become the cause of exalting the Word of God.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v104#03 p.039-040, SEIO.022-023x
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To: Emma Carmichael, in Ontario
Date: 1919-Jan-09

A letter dated November 14, 1918 was received. From its con-
tents it became known that you are in Canada and are sin-
cerely turned toward the divine Kingdom. Among the people
of Canada, Mrs. Maxwell is truly in the utmost attraction
and enthusiasm. Convey my greetings to her. I hope that you
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will join hands and strive to spread the divine teachings and
become the cause of illumination of that region. The heavenly
souls who are attracted in these days are like farmers - they
constantly scatter seeds, cause them to grow through the sprin-
kling of the cloud of guidance, and form harvests. I beseech
God that you will do likewise.

Regarding your dear husband about whom you had written - do
not be sad. Praise be to God, he has attained eternal life and
obtained the fruit of worldly existence, which is complete faith
and orientation toward the Kingdom of God. This is eternal
health, this is everlasting comfort, this is heavenly exaltation,
this is a divine bestowal. On my behalf, convey greetings and
kindness to Mrs. Mabel Davy Riley and Mrs. Anna Rosner.
Although their two petitions were not outwardly received, yet
the heart is pleased with the contents of those two letters.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v09#19 p.223, SW_ v10#02 p.029

AB04457

To: Genevieve L Coy, in Columbus, OH
Date: 1919-Jan-09

O thou who art guided to the Kingdom of God! Your letter
dated October 24, 1918 was received and its contents brought
joy. Praise be to God that you have been freed from the bonds
of agnosticism, which is a sign of profound ignorance, and have
hastened to the world of omniscience. For heavenly souls ac-
quire the power of insight and eventually reach a station where
they perceive the realities of things. First they were agnostic,
then they truly and sincerely became knowers of all things. I
hope that you will attain to such a station.

Although the fire of the love of God has not yet been kindled
in that city, it will soon burst into flame and blessed souls will
enter the divine Kingdom and will arise to undertake benevo-
lent purposes, perform good deeds, and serve the unity of the
human world. They will raise the call of the Kingdom and light
a candle in every heart. I will pray for the people of that city
and beseech divine guidance so that hearts may be illumined
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and souls may rejoice in the glad-tidings of God. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#£02 p.028

ABO06878

To: Anny K Wilkinson, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jan-09

...Those souls that, in this day, enter the divine kingdom and
attain everlasting life, although materially dwelling on earth,
yet in reality soar in the realm of heaven. Their bodies may
linger on earth but their spirits travel in the immensity of space.
For as thoughts widen and become illumined, they acquire the
power of flight and transport man to the kingdom of God.

SWAB#173x, SW__v10#01 p.008, PN_ various p012x
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ABO00588

To: Martha L Root, in Cambridge Springs, PA
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

Thy detailed letter dated November 7, 1918 hath recently ar-
rived and its contents imparted great joy, for it indicateth the
purity of thy motive, and thy untiring effort, and refereth to
thy extensive travels to the different parts of the globe. In this
day the promulgation of the true Teachings of Baha’u’llah, as
are explicitly recorded in the Book, is the spirit of this age,
and serveth to attract divine assistance and confirmation. By
holding fast to these Teachings thou shalt assuredly behold
the doors of might and power flung open before thy face in any
enterprise that thou mayest initiate.

I earnestly hope that through the blessings of Baha’u’llah thou
mayest become self-sacrificing in His Path, forget rest and com-
fort and, like unto a swift-winged bird, cover vast distances,
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raise the melody of the heavenly kingdom in every land and
sing songs and play tunes in most wondrous tones.

At present the whole world is endued with the capacity to
hearken to the Call of the Abha Kingdom. As a result of the
past war a wonderful receptivity hath been infused into all men,
inasmuch as the well-being and tranquillity of mankind and the
establishment of universal peace form the basic foundation of
the divine Teachings. All ears are alert for the summons to the
Most Great Peace.

5 It is therefore better for thee to travel now around the world, if

this is conveniently possible, and roar out the call of the Divine
Kingdom. Thou shalt witness great results and extraordinary
confirmations. Even as Baha’u’llah hath affirmed: “We behold
you from Our realm of glory and shall aid whosoever will arise
for the triumph of Our Cause with the hosts of the Concourse
on high and a company of Our favoured angels.” Hence the
diffusion of the divine fragrances is the most important of all
matters.

I very much desire that thou shouldst come to the Holy Land so
that we could meet, but the teaching work standeth above all
else. Therefore, if thou deemest it advisable, do thou engage
thyself in spreading the Cause throughout all regions of the
world.

Mr. Harry Randall is indeed the herald of the Kingdom of
God. His exertions in serving Baha’u’llah and the friends of
God are well beyond a man’s power of endurance and serve to
extend the sphere of teaching activities.

Mr. Roy Wilhelm is indeed a true servant; he hath no other
thought except servitude to the Abha Kingdom. Day and night
he is labouring diligently.

Mr. Richard Meyer is self-sacrificing in service to the world of
humanity and is the cause of the diffusion of the sweet savours
of God. His efforts are acceptable in the Abha Kingdom.

As to Green Acre: This is indeed an important centre and the
meetings that are held there will produce marvellous results.
The soul of the late Miss Farmer will be gladdened thereby, her
spirit will be glorified in the Abha Kingdom and will implore
assistance and confirmation at all times for the friends in Green
Acre.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ole Kl o) o 5o 5 5 odm
Ol gl 5 (&S 5h) 5 Sl 3l (o3l (A
Sl

) S (Gl e Ol e Y
Ae o o sl el o ol ) cl
sl Al s ) 18 sz
D51 58 o ol 5 il LT
S| {,L'.p\ b I gl e

o Ko GLU S &l 4. 1
PSS 6w Gl i Ol B bL
Slagh y Sl Al acke fi oS
O e &Lg— .3; Pl odnlin oall3
&Y\S&l\y;ﬁgf\sjajdcrléy
B Sl 213 e Al I e B
Sl el 55 !

ol 2y ey ol § ol Dbt e
(,E;\ég&ﬁ,;;f&al,ot;wjdﬁ
Olgm Vbl 53 Gl Comdas §) il el
S 0L

© S (ke i ALIG I (5 n &
OPQ@J&QSLE&);}@\‘&\
gs e s e (Aol Al

c,..u\t),:nj\;
5 Sl pols EALIG s o) O
vﬁ))\jw\@ﬁ@b}sﬁ@

Cdgriin 595 3

du‘ e\.c Cod~ DL J'LG ;)Lib k.)t’- :

b oAl Oled I e s cwiliils
@l O s el
O ol Ghiage ek a1 Ko
dalg ools ackie £l aad O 55 ploz|
Olesl St b e O 2> Sk
syh 53w g O S s o s:f
3355 4 b ey S 0Lk sl 51 s
X8

21



14

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

AB02063

As regards Mr. ‘Abbas Quli: Truly he is the ‘Abbas of Baha,
in other words the lion of Baha’u’llah, raising the cry of “Ya
Baha’u’l-Abha” in the mountains and the forests.

Concerning the Esperanto language: The friends have already
written numerous letters that have been published throughout
the world. It is my earnest hope that when the Esperantists
realise to what extent this language hath been favourably rec-
ommended, they may be attracted to the Cause, may endeav-
our to translate some of the important Tablets of Baha’u’llah
into Esperanto and publish them, may set their faces toward
the Abha Kingdom and beseech divine aid and assistance for
this mighty enterprise.

O thou dear handmaid of God! I will presently pray fervently
to the Abha Kingdom, begging ample forgiveness for thy be-
reaved mother, that her noble soul may be purged of the de-
filement of transgressions, and, through the radiance of His
supernal light, shine resplendent in the limitless Kingdom.

Convey on my behalf the most wondrous Abha greetings to all
the friends and maidservants of the Merciful.

5 Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious!

SW__v104#02 p.029-031, SW__ v11#17 p.291x
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AB02063

To: Alfred E Lunt, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O thou firm in the Covenant!

Your last letter dated October 28, 1918, was received. Its con-
tents caused joy and gladness for they indicated the firmness
and steadfastness of the friends in the Cause of God.

Praise to be God, the gloomy clouds of war have been partly
dissipated from the horizon of the world. The hope is enter-
tained that gradually they will utterly vanish and rest and
comfort will be established. Grasp therefore the present op-
portunity, for a wonderful capacity for the hearing of divine
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teachings has been manifested among men. Concentrate there-
fore, at present your whole effort in spreading the Message. It
is time for the diffusion of fragrances and the promulgation of
divine teachings and for nothing more. The world of humanity
is athirst and these divine teachings are pure and limpid water.
Exert effort in teaching and if blessed souls undertake to travel
to through all the states of America, complete and thorough
confirmations from the Kingdom of Abha shall be witnessed by
them, so much so that they shall be bewildered. Verily, this is
an exceedingly momentous question.

You had inquired about the despatched and unsigned letter.
That letter is authentic and its original copy is safely kept and
signed. Whenever an unsigned letter arrives, inquire before
putting in into action and wait until an answer is given.

Convey respectful greeting to all the friends. The question
of the Mashrekol-Azkar is of great importance. The friends
accordingly must exert a great deal of effort and must be self-
sacrificing so that its construction may begin.

As to appael and encouragement for the Mashrekol-Azkar, in
view of the glory and eminence of the Cause, it must be made
orally or through private personal letters.

Your children who indeed are mine, embrace each of them and
show them on my behalf utmost kindness and amiability.

Upon thee be Baha'u’llah El-Abhal

SW__v104#07 p.143, SW_v024#01 p.010

ABO03835

To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O divine scholar! T have reviewed the contents of your let-
ter and have supplicated to the Lord of Lords to send down
upon you abundant rain from the outpourings of God’s King-
dom, evening and morning, and to make you a sign of guidance
among the people. You have the choice to either remain in that
land or travel to your familiar homeland to spread the divine
fragrances and partake of the pure wine of God’s bounty. This
is the important matter promised to you, for that blessed re-
gion was once honored by the Praised Station and was touched

5 B Oyeing bl 5 G el )
Tl S o 0V LW Oy Al e
5 LK s Lt Al o S Sl Tlpuke
GOl ST o)) bl & Sagt
U b i) o il S ST
B Bage O3 e 5p8 B Sleid T2
I3 Y S sl gl Y1 g Vs
S 335l plall Loy 0 S Y

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 23


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_10/Issue_7
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_2/Issue_1

\V]

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

AB04301

by the breezes of the Loving Lord, and some of its scholars, no-
tables and men were honored to attain the presence of the
Manifest yet Hidden Beauty.

As for what you asked about the verse found in the Book of
Daniel - “Blessed is he who waits and comes to the thousand
three hundred and thirty-five days” - these are solar years, not
lunar years, because by that date a century will have elapsed
from the rising of the Sun of Truth, and God’s teachings will be
firmly established in the earth, and light will fill the east and
west of the earth. On that day the believers will rejoice. As for
the “thousand two hundred and ninety days” mentioned in the
previous verse heralding the universal manifestation, these are
calculated according to the lunar calendar as is clearly stated
in Some Answered Questions. I beseech God to fulfill your
needs, O my beloved.
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To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O thou servant near to the Divine Threshold! Thy letter dated
September 25, 1918 was received. Praise be to God that dur-
ing these years of upheaval and turmoil thou hast remained
protected and preserved, becoming the recipient of the glance
of providence and the object of infinite favors. Now that the
upheaval and turmoil are subsiding, you must strive more than
ever to teach and promote the divine teachings. Today, pro-
moting the foundation of the divine teachings, which are ex-
plicitly stated in the Sacred Tablets, is the cause of the life of
the world. Consider this important matter as mighty. Arise to
teach. These are the days for sowing seeds. One must contin-
uously engage in cultivation to become a divine farmer and ar-
range mighty harvests. As soon as communication is restored,
I will correspond and write to you. Convey my greetings to the
maidservant of God Zeenat and tell her that no letters have
been received from you for your mother. She is worried about
this. Do write definitely. Kiss and caress your young daughter
on my behalf. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_v10401 p.012

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

24


http://bahai-library.com/hornby_lights_guidance_2.html&chapter=4#n1414
https://bahai-library.com/shoghieffendi_blomfield_passing_abdulbaha
https://www.bahai.org/library/other-literature/publications-individual-authors/bahaullah-new-era/1#773046298
https://www.bahai.org/r/445164882
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-223.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-485.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AT/at-523.html
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_10/Issue_1

\V]

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May) AB05299

AB04819

To: David Buchanan, in Portland, OR
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O thou who art turning unto the Kingdom of God! Thy letter
dated December 2, 1918 was received. Although the represen-
tatives of governments have assembled in Paris to establish the
foundation of universal peace and bestow comfort and tranquil-
ity upon the human world, yet misunderstanding still prevails
and self-interest remains. Therefore, universal peace will not
easily manifest and new difficulties will arise, for intentions
are not in harmony - rather, desires are different. We must
supplicate and implore the Kingdom of God and seek comfort
and tranquility for the human world, for the Most Great Peace
cannot be realized through human powers and will not mani-
fest in the realm of existence. This mighty and great matter
will be realized through the power of the Word of God and will
be manifested through the influence of the Kingdom of God.
Eventually it will be firmly established through the power of
Baha’u’llah. Circulate this letter.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#03 p.042-043, ABCC.437-438x
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To: Geraldine Luzmore, in Akron, OH
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O thou who hast sought illumination from the light of guidance!
Praise thou God that He hath directed thee to the light of truth
and hath invited thee to enter the Kingdom of Abha. Thy sight
hath been illumined and thy heart hath been turned into a rose
garden. I pray for thee that thou mayest ever grow in faith and
assurance, shine like unto a torch in the assemblies and bestow
upon them the light of guidance.

Whenever an illumined assembly of the friends of God is gath-
ered, Abdu’l-Baha, although bodily absent, is yet present in
spirit and in soul. I am always a traveller to America and am
assuredly associating with spiritual and illumined friends. Dis-
tance is annihilated and prevents not the close and intimate
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To: Henrietta C' Wagner, in Akron, OH
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated Oc-
tober 24, 1918 was received. Praise be to God, like the rain
of mercy thou hast reached every soil, caused plants to grow,
and brought trees to fruition. However, thou hadst complained
about Cleveland. The cause of this listlessness is the breath of
some heedless and thoughtless ones who correspond with that
place. This languor and listlessness is like a cloud - the Sun of
Reality will eventually disperse it through the heat of its rays,
and darkness and error will pass away and the dawn of guid-
ance will break forth. Praise be to God thou art successful in
service and engaged in promoting the divine teachings. Know
thou the value of this success and thank God day and night.
And the thanksgiving for this bounty is that thou shouldst be
raised up with divine attributes, engage in teaching the Cause
of God, and worship the divine Covenant. I beg for thee divine
mercy, favor and bounty. Deliver the enclosed letters.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#02 p.032
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AB06272

To: Mabel Ann Nickerson, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O handmaiden of Baha'u’llah! Your letter dated September
25, 1918 was received. You had asked for confirmation. Know
that the magnet of confirmation is the promotion of the divine
teachings. Whoever arises to diffuse the divine fragrances will
be encompassed by heavenly confirmations in such wise as to
be amazed. But this is conditional upon deeds matching words.
The people of Baha must spread the divine fragrances through
deeds more than words, for a single deed emanating from the
essence of sanctity will promote the Cause such that its fra-
grant breezes will spread to all regions. I hope that you will
become successful and confirmed. You had sought permission
to attain the presence. Whenever travel becomes comfortable
and pleasant you have permission to come. Convey my re-
spected greetings to all the friends and handmaidens of the
Merciful. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#02 p.031, SEI0.023x, BSTW#435

AB10063

To: Belle B Luxmore, in Akron, OH
Date: 1919-Jan-10

O honored one! Give thanks that thou hast become the recip-
ient of divine favors and hast illumined thine eyes and heart
with the light of guidance. Thou hast hearkened unto the call
of the Herald of the Kingdom and hast turned thyself to the
most exalted summit. Know thou the value of this supreme
bounty and render thanksgiving and praise unto God both day
and night. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v10402 p.032
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Date: 1919-01 ca.

His honor, Mirza Ahmad Sohrab, has been permitted to leave
for America, that there, God willing, he may engage in service.
I beg God that he may be assisted in Servitude to the Holy
Threshold.

SW_ v09#17 p.188

AB01069

To: Daragahi, Mirza Isa et al.
Date: 1919-Jan-16

O thou musk-scented pilgrim! It is incumbent upon thee to
pass through those lands like unto a fragrant breeze, delivering
to them a message from the Sacred Threshold and perfuming
the nostrils of the yearning souls. Say:

O ye lovers! The breezes of dawn and the sweet savours of rose
blossoms wafting from the Holy Shrine are reviving the senses,
stirring up the enamoured souls, bestowing new life, nourishing
the spirit, conferring delight, and granting vision to the eyes
and hearing to the ears. Praise be unto God that ye have
attained a portion from this ocean, and a share of these vernal
showers. O friends! Only the ear of the spirit can hearken unto
this call, not that of the impotent body. And only receptive
and aspiring souls can be revived by this perfume, not those
who, sick with rheum, are incapable of smell. The latter remain
deprived, for inhaling the sweetness of these fragrances is the
portion of those whose senses are clear and who soar in flight.
My hope is that all may delight in this bounty and become the
recipients of divine grace and favour. Upon you be the glory
of the All-Glorious.
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To: Bahman Mirza, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-16

O thou who art bewildered and passionate, enamored of the
Beloved of the horizons and moth of the Luminary of the hori-
zons! Arise, that thy breath may, like the spirit of life, quicken
the dead in those regions, and like the spiritual spring breeze
make even withered plants fresh and verdant. Through love of
the divine Beloved, weep like the clouds and laugh like light-
ning, roar like thunder and surge like the sea, and strive with
heart and soul until desolate Iran is stirred by the breeze of
the All-Merciful and ascends from the depths of decline to the
heights of advancement. Although in recent years there has
been movement and striving of political parties in Iran, all
claiming to be working for Iran’s welfare - to adorn the coun-
try and bring rest to the helpless subjects, to make the land
prosperous and victorious the banner of Kavian - yet no party
succeeded. The prosperous realm became buried, Iran was laid
waste, and it became proven and established that Iran will not
attain to the summit of eternal glory except through the breath
of the All-Merciful. Therefore these wanderers have not fallen
short in any respect, engaging in what must needs be done.
Soon this verse will be fulfilled:

2 “Hidden the Hand yet behold the Pen writing;

Visible the dust yet invisible the Rider.”

In brief, the well-wishers of Iran must resort to means that
will yield inevitable results and assured attainment. Otherwise,
perfect results from imperfect causes are impossible and absurd.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04326

To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-16

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Although I have already
written you a letter, I am writing again to reassure the hearts

of the friends and comfort the conscience of the chosen ones.

During the years of my travels and such upheaval and turmoil,
all affairs were in disarray with neither order nor arrangement,
except for the work of Jinab-i-Amin whose services were carried
out with the utmost orderliness. He delivered the trusts safely
and securely. However, since I was traveling in previous years,
and when I returned there arose severe upheaval and turmoil
and the roads were cut off, it was not possible to write and
send individual receipts to the friends. But let all know that
whatever they submitted to Jinab-i-Amin has all been received,
for he is truly my trusted one. He is sincere in service and
a well-wisher of the friends. The friends should be infinitely
grateful and pleased with him, for from the days of the Blessed
Beauty until now he has served with complete truthfulness and
uprightness. You should reassure all the friends that whatever
they submitted has all been received. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08941

To: Rahim son of Khalil Tabib Arjumand, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jan-16

O thou whose conscience is sound and whose heart is merciful!
Praise be to God that the garden of the love of God, through
the outpourings of the showers from the realm above, is in
the utmost freshness and delicacy, and a sweet fragrance is
wafted therefrom. The hearts of men are expectant that thou
mayest shine forth in this divine springtime and adorn the
meadow, and in the avenue of thought engage in designing the
flowers of inner meanings. At the threshold of the Self-Sufficing
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One, I raise my voice in supplication and seek for thee endless
confirmation. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

T S s g 0Ly b 175 o5k
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MKT9.209, CPF.282

AB02185

To: Baha’is of Cleveland, OH
Date: 1919-Jan-18

O ye sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Your letter was
received. From its contents it was known that, praise be to
God, your hearts are in the utmost purity and your souls rejoice
in the glad tidings of God.

The mass of the people are occupied with self and worldly
desire, are immersed in the ocean of the nether world and are
captives of the world of nature, save those souls who have been
freed from the chains and fetters of the material world and, like
unto swift-flying birds, are soaring in this unbounded realm.
They are awake and vigilant, they shun the obscurity of the
world of nature, their highest wish centereth on the eradica-
tion from among men of the struggle for existence, the shining
forth of the spirituality and the love of the realm on high, the
exercise of utmost kindness among peoples, the realization of
an intimate and close connection between religions and the
practice of the ideal of self-sacrifice. Then will the world of
humanity be transformed into the Kingdom of God.

O ye friends, exert ye an effort! Every expenditure is in need
of an income. This day, in the world of humanity, men are all
the time expending, for war is nothing but the consumption of
men and of wealth. At least engage ye in a deed of profit to
the world of humanity that ye may partially compensate for
that loss. Perchance, through the divine confirmations, ye may
be assisted in promulgating amity and concord among men,
in substituting love for enmity, in causing universal peace to
result from universal war and in converting loss and rancour
into profit and love. This wish will be realized through the
power of the Kingdom.
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AB02045

To: Mary H Ford, in Kansas City, MO
Date: 1919-Jan-26

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Praise
be to God that in this divine springtime, like a heavenly
sapling, you have grown and developed through the drops
from the cloud of guidance and have attained freshness and
delicacy. I hope that you will become a fruitful tree and bring
forth blossoms, leaves and fresh fruits. This is not difficult
for God to accomplish. In this blessed century, which is the
spiritual springtime encompassing all regions, how often a
weak tree has gained such strength that it competes with
mighty trees. Do not look to capacity and capability - turn to
the great bounty of the Kingdom. Though the plant be weak,
yet the power of the sun is intense. Consider this clearly and
evidently: the disciples were like other humans, outwardly
mere fishermen with absolutely no capacity or capability. But
since the outpourings of Christ were like the radiance of the
sun, these weak souls surpassed the mighty ones of the world.
Thus it became clear that one must not look to capability but
must look to divine bounties. I hope that the friends of God
will become manifestations of infinite bounties.

As for the matter of the translation of Gobineau’s book - the
contents of that book do not conform to reality. For when Gob-
ineau was in Iran, the Iranian government would immediately
execute anyone suspected of being a Babi. No Babi dared utter
a single word. Therefore what Gobineau heard were external
accounts. He never inquired from any important figures. You
have surely read it - it is clearly confused. In some places it is
merely the imaginings of opponents with no truth whatsoever.
The ignorant related such accounts and he wrote them down.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BLO_ PT#003d
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AB02710

To: Rice-Wray, Ella et al., in Detroit
Date: 1919-Jan-26

O ye two dear maid-servants of God!

Your letter dated December 4th, 1918, was received. Praise
to be God, His Holiness Baha’u’llah-May my life be a sacrifice
to his friends-hath expounded and fully explained everything
in the manifested Book, hath not given any soul the chance
to be confounded, hath designated the Expounder of the Book
that he may fully explain and expose the manifest teachings
of God; and hath devolved the ordinances which are not liter-
ally recorded in the Book, upon the Universal House of Justice
which, whenever it is organized, will engage in the service of
promulgating those ordinances which are not manifestly men-
tioned.

Indeed, as thou hast written, the trials are severe. I, however,
entertain the hope that as the winds of tests wax more severe,
the friends of God will exhibit and assert more firmness and
steadfastness; that souls will be assisted through the confirma-
tion of the Abha Kingdom and will conquer and quench the
uproar of self and worldly desire which is nothing but the world
of nature to which man is enslaved and from which he can be
emancipated only through the power of God.

Concerning the effect of translation, it is evident that is not
as effective as the original. For instance the Tablets of His
Holiness Baha’u’llah which have been translated from Persian
or Arabic, the original text exerts a wonderful power, while
translation may produce certain effect but cannot be measured
with the original. The delicacy, smoothness and sweetness of
the Words of His Holiness Baha’u’llah are beyond any human
conception. It is, however, conditioned upon one’s knowledge
of Persian and Arabic.

Convey greeting to all the friends.
Upon thee be greeting and praise!

BSW#19.16x, SW_ v10#07 p.144, BSTW#425
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ABO01375

To: Baha’is of British Isles
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O ye sons and daughters of the kingdom!

Your joint epistle was received. Its content made us infinitely
glad for it indicated that, praise be to God, during these days
of trial those blessed souls have withstood every test in the
utmost steadfastness and perseverance. Like unto pure and
unadulterated gold they shone with infinite brilliancy in the
flaming fire of tests. Verily this is the Bounty of Divine Prov-
idence. For the gift of guidance is great; it illumines the soul,
converts the court of the hearts into a rose garden and gladdens
the spirit with the glad-tidings of God.

But all this is conditioned upon firmness and steadfastness
throughout all trials. Not until the tree is rooted and firmly
implanted, can it give forth fruit. No matter how fresh and
graceful it may appear eventually it will wither, it will fade
away and will be fit to be consumed by fire.

At present, praise be unto God, those sons and daughters of
the kingdom have like unto blessed trees strengthened their
roots are unaffected by the blowing of violent winds and like
unto an edifice rest on solid and rocky foundation.

This world-war has come to an end. We trust that at least
it will lead to the preliminaries of Universal Peace, as it is
manifestly forewarned in the Blessed Tablets.

The greatest means for its realisations consists in the entreaty
and the supplication of the friends to the kingdom of God.
Ye should all implore and solicit, pray, supplicate and beseech
from the mercies of God that this world-consuming war may
be substituted for a world-illuminating peace.

It is sure and certain that the entreaty and the supplication of
these servants will be acceptable at the Divine Threshold, for
we wish naught among men and aim at nothing save the erad-
ication of ignorant prejudices; so that all religions and races,
embracing one another, may gather under the shade of the
Pavilion of the Oneness of God.

O Ye sons and daughters of the kingdom! The most pressing
need today is harmony and union among the friends of God.
Therein endeavour, not until this unity in particular is realised
can universal harmony be established. Therein lies the wisdom
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of Christ’s saying:- ‘Ye are the salt of the earth, but if the salt
have lost his savour wherewith shall it be salted?’

Exert a great deal of effort upon this momentous question.
Upon ye be Baha’u’llah’ul-Abhal’

SW__v104#07 p.136-137, BSTW#214

AB02232

To: Sarah Gertrude Harris, in New York
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O thou my beloved daughter!

Your letter dated November 13th was received. Its contents
occasioned infinite grief, for it spoke of the ascension of that
illumined youth. Indeed in the rose-garden of God that young
man was like unto a shrub in its utmost freshness and promis-
ing good fruits. Whoever has seen him or heard him has un-
doubtedly been shocked and grieved at the news of his passing
away.

However, although that peerless shrub has sought separation
from the woods of the nether world, yet, it has appeared fully
adorned and resplendent in the rose-garden of the world on-
high in the Abha Paradise. That divine bird has flown away
from this mortal and earthly nest, has ascended to the King-
dom of God and has been engaged in singing the sweet melodies
of paradise and thanksgiving on the lordly branches in the rose-
garden of the Merciful. Happy is a fruitful tree. Grieve not
therefore for his death and be not depressed.

With regard to his life insurance, act in accordance with his
will. I have perused his letter and have supplicated for him
from the Threshold of Oneness an exalted station. . . . .

The relatives who are here all convey to you their longing greet-
ing.

Upon thee be Baha’u’llah-el-Abha)

SW__ v09#19 p.228, SW_ v10#03 p.040
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AB02190

To: Baha’is of Urbana, IL
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O friends of God and maidservants of the Most Merciful! Your
detailed letter was an extensive statement about steadfastness
and firmness. Although in these days full of tests, steadfastness
and firmness were difficult, yet praise be to God, the friends
of God and maidservants of the Most Merciful remained firm
and steadfast like a mighty rock - rather, they increased in
their steadfastness. This is the custom and the way: in the
day of tests, the weak become completely shaken and turn
away, while the strong who possess spiritual power increase in
strength. Impure copper becomes completely blackened in the
fire of tests, but pure gold increases in luster and shines more
brightly.

Mr. Vail is truly a shining lamp, and likewise his respected
wife. They have no thought or mention except the good of
humanity, and no desire except the guidance of people. Night
and day they strive with heart and soul, they surge and cry
out so that this earthly world may receive a ray from the pure
realm and these troubled souls may become manifestations of
faith and assurance.

As for meeting with the friends and maidservants of the Most
Merciful - this will certainly become possible. Praise be to
God, the roads will open, the doors will unlock, and travel will
become easy. But they must keep in mind comfort in travel so
that no hardship befalls them. As for my presence in America,
this depends on the friends of God achieving such unity and
harmony that they become as one soul, so that like a magnet
attracting iron, they may draw me to America.

1 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#04 p.077-078
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To: Isabella D Brittingham, in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O cherished maidservant of God! Indeed it is as you had writ-
ten - the connection and relationship between the sons and
daughters of the Kingdom is not dependent on physical means.
The spiritual means are constant and continuous, such that in
these years of upheaval when roads are cut off and channels of
communication blocked, despite this the hearts are attracted
and gladdened by spiritual fragrances, for the ultimate connec-
tion and relationship exists.

The letters you sent enclosed in your letter were received.
Praise be to God that you have found many spiritual
descendants, and these descendants are the most blessed
of descendants, for physical descendants may possibly be
compatible but may also possibly have fallen character, while
spiritual descendants are born of heart and soul and thus are
compatible in every way. You had commemorated the Day
of the Covenant - this was most fitting. Mr. and Mrs. Zim
rendered a service to the Kingdom of God by holding a gath-
ering and celebration in their home that day. Mr. Milton who
served in the government - I was very pleased with his service,
for according to the clear text of Baha'u’llah all Baha’is are
commanded to engage in service and faithfulness. Convey
my greetings to Mr. Herbert. The honored maidservant of
God Mrs. Goodall and the attracted maidservant of God Mrs.
Cooper are truly two candles lit with the light of the love of
God. This journey you made to the cities of the southern
United States - you will see its results later. 1 hope that
through God’s favors your eye will be healed again. All the
family of the Holy Leaves send their greetings and longing to
you. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v10#03 p.041
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AB02576

To: Claudia S Coles, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O divine maidservant! Your letter dated October 4, 1918 ar-
rived. It was not a letter but rather a bouquet from which
wafted the sweet fragrance of firmness and steadfastness, thus
delighting the nostrils of the soul. Praise be to God that tests
have caused the people of faith to become firm and steadfast.
In these years of disturbance and upheaval when humanity
was in physical and spiritual torment, the loved ones of God
passed their time in comfort, ease and joy. A small number in
Western lands shared in the difficulties and trials with others,
but the majority of the friends and maidservants of the Mer-
ciful, including Mrs. Coles, spent their days in comfort and
ease. In the East every nation was scattered and every group
dispersed except the loved ones of God who all remained pro-
tected and preserved from every hardship and calamity in the
shelter of Baha'u’llah’s protection. This is a divine miracle
that we wanderers, having no helper, no supporter, no people,
no tribe, remained protected in these lands amidst the fire of
oppression and tyranny. This is a divine miracle.

In any case, praise be to God that you and the loved ones of
God and maidservants of the Merciful are firm and steadfast
in the Cause of God like solid rock. Arrange meetings and
strive night and day to become the cause of diffusing the divine
fragrances and exalting the Word of God. As for the book
you had written about, this was written concerning political
matters to promote justice and fairness and bring about the
comfort of humanity. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

BWEF.386-387x, SW_ v10#03 p.043
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To: Baha’is of Akron, OH
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Your letter was received.
From its contents the truth of Christ’s statement was realized
where He says they shall come from all corners of the world
and enter into the Kingdom while the children of the Kingdom
shall be cast out. Now you who are in the furthest regions of
the world - between us and you is approximately half the globe
- despite this you were awakened by the call of the Kingdom
and became conscious, and praise be to God, were attracted to
the effulgences of the Sun of Reality. And my hope is that you
may become the cause of raising the standard of the oneness of
the human world and become the means of connection and har-
mony among all religions and peoples, so that humankind may
find affinity with one another, may pass beyond estrangement
and turn to unity, may extinguish the fire of religious, racial,
political and national prejudice, so that the flame of the burn-
ing fire of Mount Sinai may illumine the horizons. The blessed
photographs of those luminous souls were viewed. Praise be to
God, the lights of the love of God are manifest and evident in
your faces. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#04 p.077
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AB06488

To: Grace B Holley, in California
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O, maidservant of God!

If at every instant thou tenderest thy thanks to Mrs. Britting-
ham, thou shalt not be able to acquit thyself, for she has been
the cause of thy everlasting life and the means of thy being
born again. Christ in that connection says: “The one who is
borne of flesh is flesh, and the one born from spirit is spirit, ye
must be borne again.”
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Thou hast been borne of the Spirit and hast entered the King-
dom of God. What bestowal is there greater than this? Every
remember it.

Strive thou similarly to become the cause of other people’s life
so that the Splendor of the Oneness of the world of Humanity
may enlighten the eyes.

Kiss thou the cheeks of thy dear children on my behalf.
Upon thee be Baha’u’llah El-Abha.

BSTW#223

AB06571

To: Baha’is of Santa Barbara, Ca, in Santa Barbara, CA
Date: 1919-Jan-28

O sons and daughters of the Kingdom! Praise God that you
have entered into this mighty Cause which illumines the hori-
zons and promotes the unity of the human world, and that you
have become free from every prejudice and show the utmost
love and kindness to all religions. You love all humanity and
desire to serve the human world. Saint Barbara was an ordi-
nary girl, but when she sacrificed her life and soul for Christ,
observe how she shone like a star from the horizon of the world.
Her light is still spreading.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory of God

SW_ v10#04 p.076
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AB02291

To: Jane Stannard, in London
Date: 1919-Jan-30

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter dated December 26th was received. I praised the
Lord for having protected the friends all throughout the war
that has now subsided. All mankind was held in the grip of
anguish, and calamities afflicted every soul, while the safety
of the friends constituted one of the greatest gifts. For that
we thank God and pray that He may confer upon every one
that which will illumine the hearts, refresh the souls, bestow
light to the eyes and brighten the visions; and that is the dawn
of the Sun of the Truth upon all regions, from the horizon of
universal peace.

Praise to be God, whatever was recorded fifty years ago in
the Tablets and Epistles, has in these days been fully realized.
Undoubtedly the standard of universal peace shall be unfurled,
its legions shall conquer, its call shall be raised, its rays shall
beam forth upon all lands. At present it is only the dawn of its
morn, for its sun shall shine in full splendor upon all regions.
As to thee, rest thou assured in the bounty of thy Lord, and if
possible travel thou to the Holy Land and thence to Egypt or
Europe as thou choosest.

Convey greetings and praise to the friends and maid-servants
of the Merciful. In the utmost humility and lowliness I entreat
the powerful, and the Omnipotent God that He may confirm
them with that which pleases Him; that He may draw the
hearts together, cause displeasure to vanish in the twinkling of
the eye, and that thou mayest be the cause of joy and fragance
among the servants of the Merciful.

Upon thee be greeting and praise!

SW_ v10#06 p.110, BSTW#262, BSTW#263
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AB02641

To: Roy Herrick, in Paris
Date: 1919-Jan-30

O thou son of the Kingdom! Your letter dated Dec. 14 1918
was received. Praise be to God, it was indicative of zeal and
of happiness; that, notwithstanding, this severe hardship and
these trials of war, ye were trusting in God and were in the
utmost joy and gladness.

Praise be to God that the dawn of peace and reconciliation has
broken. We hope that in future the sun of world-peace shall
in accordance with heavenly Teachings, rise in full splendor
from the horizon of the world. For, all the events of these
years of commotion have been set forth fifty years ago by the
Supreme Pen and all, one by one, have come to pass. From
among them is the prediction about Universal Peace which
shall be eventually established. However, at present the morn
is beginning to appear; the hope is entertained that hereafter
the horizons will become illumined.

You had written concerning the kind companion, his honor Mr.

Victor Harvell who wishes to render possible the pilgrimage to
the Holy Land of a group of the friends; this wish is a lofty
one and highly praise-worthy. But if he could succeed to select
next year some of the devoted friends of America and England
who would first attain the honor of visiting the Holy Land and
thence proceed to Persia, particularly Teheran, it would be

very appropriate and would be pregnant with splendid results.

At present discuss the matter over and report the outcome of
your consultation through Mr. Tudor Pole.

Upon thee be Baha’o’l Abha!

3STW#231
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AB03823

To: Goodall, Helen S et al., in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Jan-30

O ye who are firm in the Testament and the Covenant!

I supplicate to God that He may cause ye to become two lamps
resplendent with the Light of the Love of God and Two shining
stars at the Horizon of the Knowledge of God; that the lights of
Guidance may radiate from ye upon all men for the realization
of the oneness of mankind among all people, that the standard
of the Most Great Peace may be raised high among men and
full understanding among races and religions and amity and
affection may be realized in the human world.

When I was in California, ye insisted repeatedly that I should
oblige you by something and I used to excuse myself and would
intimate than whenever anything was needed I would not con-
ceal it from you. At present, if at all it is possible—for it is not
of absolute importance -you may send with Mr. Fujita a strong
and firm motorcar, accommodating six persons. This if its se-
curing and dispatch offers no particular difficulty; otherwise it
is not necessary.

Convey my greeting and my longing to all the friends, that
I am fully pleased and satisfied with the friends of California
and its dependencies and I ask God that He may assist them
in a firmness and steadfastness that shall bewilder the minds
and the intellects.

Upon ye be greeting and praise!

BSTW#227

AB04957

To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jan-30

Your letter dated December 21, 1918 has reached us and we
sent you a telegram with the message that all should be treated
with kindness. As for the Spiritual Assembly, I pray that God
may assist them in all affairs and enable them to exalt the
Word of God and promote the divine teachings, so that they
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may become the cause of human unity and the spread of the
divine breaths, until no prejudice remains between religions,
denominations and races, and all may hold fast together to
the cord of God, and misunderstandings between all parties
may vanish, and the human world may become a mirror of the
Kingdom of God upon which spiritual lights shine. Convey
my greetings and longings to that Spiritual Assembly. As for
Mr. Fujita, I promised him permission to come, but he must
first go to California and deliver the letter which was enclosed
in your letter to Goodall and Cooper, then come to the Holy
Land. Convey my greetings and salutations to all, and likewise
to the esteemed Mrs. True.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10401 p.012-013

AB02845

To: Unknown, in Egypt
Date: 1919-Feb

O true friends! Separation from the friends causes the burning
of heart and soul. Separation, distance and foreignness are the
cause of injury and loss, especially as no fragrant messages,
nor a faithful messenger, nor courier, nor post nor informa-
tion, nor news from any source have been received, and the
mind has been deprived of comfort. Life and spirit were the
utmost sadness and grief until the conquering army arrived in
the Holy Land and seized the reins of government for the cruel
ones, and overthrew the authority of the tyrants and quiet-
ness and safety were assured. The leaders of the country and
the army showed sympathy and kindness, soothing every op-
pressed one; the black cloud was dispersed and the horizon of
the political situation cleared. Believers and unbelievers were
at rest, and acquaintances and strangers were playing cheerful
melodies. Verily, the darkness of injury ad error was uncovered
by the light of equity and justice, and the government put on
the garment of probity.

Praise to be God! By the bounty and favor of the Blessed
Perfection, amid such great confusion and severe whirlwind of
calamities and severe oppression, these distressed ones were in
safety and rest. No distress can upon any one. There was no
trouble or suffering nor pain, until the Ark of the Cause of God

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 44


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_10/Issue_1

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May) AB12586

reached the shore of rescue from the whirlpool of danger. Now
the ruling government was overcome and all the people of the
country of every nationality and tribe were made comfortable
on the couch of the rest and safety.

His honor Mr. (Colonel) Storrs came from Egypt and gave
tidings of the health and safety of all the believers. I became
very happy and grateful that, praise be to God, the friends in
Egypt were also preserved and guarded.

Night and day we are remembering you and sincerely praying
for you and the hope that we may meet. With the heart and
soul I am longing for all the friends.

Upon them be the Glory of God!

SW__v104#07 p.142, BSTW#230b

AB12586

To: Alice Schwarz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Feb

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Your won-
drous letter has reached me, bringing glad tidings of the health
of the friends and their persistence in supplication to God. By
God! The sweet fragrance wafting from the gardens of your
hearts causes breasts to expand and spirits to rejoice. Con-
vey my greetings and praise to the friends and handmaidens
of the Merciful. I beseech God to quicken their hearts at every
moment with an invigorating breeze from the gardens of the
love of God. And convey my utmost respect to your dear hus-
band and my intense affection to your beloved children Friedel,
Ferydoun and Bahram.
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AB01671

To: Louise D Boyle, in Miami
Date: 1919-Feb-01

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter dated December 1918
was received. You had written that from these intense conflicts
and the calming of the fires of war in these days, a new capacity
has been created in souls. Without doubt, until snow and rain
and cold and storms and severe blizzards occur, the capacity for
spring is not prepared. In winter, the Lord makes preparation
for life-giving spring.

Likewise, this severe war caused souls to awaken and feelings of
universal peace were created in hearts, so that the divine teach-
ings might influence souls of all peoples. When I was in Europe
and America, I called out in all churches and gatherings, and it
was printed and published in newspapers: “O hearers! A great
danger lies ahead. All of Europe is like a powder magazine
waiting for a single spark. The flames of war will reach the
highest heaven and Europe will be turned upside down. This
Balkan war will end in universal war. The foundation of the
human world will be shaken. Cities will be destroyed and vil-
lages razed to the ground. Fathers will be left without sons and
sons without fathers. Mothers will weep and children will wail
and lament. O hearers! Strive that, God willing, this fire may
not be ignited and this storm may not arise” Whatever was
explicitly mentioned in the tablets and writings of Baha’u’llah
regarding future events was mentioned, but these counsels were
not accepted until this world-consuming fire was ignited. Now
all humanity has realized that war is the destroyer of human
foundations and mankind is in need of universal peace and
likewise in need of other divine teachings.

Therefore strive that the light of the oneness of the human
world may shine and misunderstandings between religions and
peoples of the world may vanish. May the material world be-
come a mirror of the Kingdom and may the Sun of Truth shine
upon all regions of the world. And upon you be the Most Glo-
rious Glory.

SW_ v10#04 p.079-080
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AB03726

To: Viola S Kluge, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Feb-01

O luminous child! The letter which you had written with ut-
most sweetness was read. It was proof and evidence of your
good capacity, intelligence and understanding. The letter was
eloquent and articulate, therefore I became hopeful about you
that when you reach maturity you will become a luminous,
divine and merciful youth, pure and sanctified from the dirt
of the natural world, receiving your portion and share from
the purity and luminosity of the divine world, and becoming a
cause of glory to the human world.

Convey my greetings and affection to your father and mother,
and likewise to other friends. Baha’u’llah endured all these
afflictions and trials for you so that the light of guidance would
illumine your hearts, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha spent his life in prison
and exile and under the sword, never having hope of life for
even an hour, until now when the just government has pitched
its tent in this land and means of comfort have been obtained.
In any case, all my aims were that luminous children would
be divinely educated and become bright candles of the human
world. And upon you and upon your father and mother be
greetings and praise.

SW_ v10417 p.316

AB09829

To: FElizabeth P Hackley, in Urbana, IL
Date: 1919-Feb-01

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. From
its contents it became evident that you are turned toward the
Kingdom of God and have been freed from the darkness of
the world of nature and have become illumined by the light of
guidance. You have found spirituality and are seeking nearness
to God. I beseech God that day by day your spirituality may
increase and you may attain spiritual progress.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_ v10#03 p.042

AB04183

To: Ditmars, Cora H et al.,
Date: 1919-Feb-03

in Spokane

O maidservant of God! Thy letter dated 9 December 1918 was

received. Its contents were noted. Never lose thy trust in God.

Be thou ever hopeful, for the bounties of God never cease to
flow upon man. If viewed from one perspective they seem to
decrease, but from another they are full and complete. Man

is under all conditions immersed in a sea of God’s blessings.

Therefore, be thou not hopeless under any circumstances, but
rather be firm in thy hope.

2 Attendance at the gatherings of the friends is specifically to
keep them alert, vigilant, loving and attracted to the divine
Kingdom.

If thou hast a full and eager desire to travel to Phillsburg,
Montana, thou art permitted, perchance thou mayest be able
to ignite a candle amid that group of miners and may make
them awake and vigilant so that they may turn to God and
may acquire a share from the Bounty of the divine Kingdom.

SWAB#178, BSW#15.09x
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AB06360

To: Aga Mirza Yohya Kalimi Amidul-Atibba, in Rasht
Date: 1919-Feb-03

O thou who art firm and steadfast! Faith pertains to the heart
and soul, and this is a hidden and concealed matter. However,
its proof lies in deeds and conduct. If one’s way and behav-
ior demonstrate sincerity, then it is established and confirmed.
Praise be to God that thou hast been assisted to perform deeds
that are clear evidence and manifest proof of faith and assur-
ance.

Give thanks unto God that in such a mighty century thou art
firm and steadfast, when the power of the Greatest Name is
moving the world and quickening the nations, and its effects
are visible and evident like unto a brilliant lamp.

3 His honor Ali-Aqa is, praise be to God, engaged in study near
the Holy Land and is making great and intense effort.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07096

To: Edith Whitton, in Geyersville, CA
Date: 1919-Feb-03

O maidservant of God! Your letter dated November 24, 1918
was received. Its contents indicated that, praise be to God, you
are intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant and detached
from all else save God. You have a sincere heart and steadfast
feet. Although your gathering is small, yet since you are firm
and steadfast, in the future this gathering will greatly expand
and become complete, for those firm in the Covenant are suc-
cessful and assisted. Be confident in the divine confirmations
which make every weak one strong and every powerless one
mighty. Convey my utmost love and kindness to the friends
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and maidservants of the Most Merciful. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#03 p.041-042

AB01489

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Feb-07

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter dated 23 November 1918 was received. Its contents
indicated that, praise be to God, thou art engaged in the ser-
vice of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, so that this universal edifice
may be established. Indeed thou hast exerted great effort in
this respect, and I entertain the hope that this endeavour may
grow day by day.

Deeds are like unto trees; planting a tree is easy, while nurtur-
ing it until it yieldeth its fruit is difficult. So far, effort hath
been expended in laying the foundations of the Temple, but its
completion is a difficult matter. My hope is that the friends of
God may be assisted therein.

The second matter, which is of the utmost importance, is this:
that all the loved ones of God should, with heart and soul,
strive to spread the heavenly teachings and diffuse the light of
the Kingdom. For, by reason of this blood-drenched war, the
world of humanity hath become most prepared for the promo-
tion of universal peace. Ears are eager to hear the call to the
oneness of mankind, to universal peace, and to the abandon-
ment of ignorant prejudices.

In brief, if all the friends of God arise to promote the heavenly
teachings, it is certain that universal peace will be established.
Praise be to God, all that was set forth in explicit text in the
divine Tablets hath been wholly fulfilled, and all that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha proclaimed in the churches and gatherings of America
hath appeared and come to pass. Now we hope that all will
arise to serve the Kingdom and promote that which is the
good-pleasure of God.
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The teachings of Baha'u’llah are, in this day, the very spirit
of life; they are the cause of peace and security, the source of
fellowship and love, the means of the unity of the human world.
One must needs devote oneself to this service.

As to thine honoured elder daughter: inasmuch as she hath
laboured greatly and hath nursed the wounded, she is per-
mitted to come into the Presence whensoever opportunity is
found. Praise be to God, thy younger daughter hath regained
her health.

And as for Mr. Fujita: he also is permitted to come into the
Presence, but he must first go to California, to the handmaid
of God Mrs. Goodall and the handmaid of God Mrs. Cooper,
meet with them, and from thence set out for the Holy Land.
For I have written to them that they should send an automobile
with Mr. Fujita.

Convey My longing greetings to all the loved ones of God, and
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upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. st‘V‘ T
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To: May Maxwell, in Montreal

Date: 1919-Feb-09

O thou firm in the Covenant! Ble , fanlh ol 1

Your letter dated December 3, 1918 arrived. From one perspec-
tive it brought utmost joy, and that was the unity and accord
of the handmaidens of the Merciful at Green Acre and the love
and harmony that was achieved. However, I was saddened
by the news of misunderstanding. My hope is that through
divine favors the misunderstanding will soon be removed and
the friends will treat each other with the utmost kindness, nay
rather they should be infinitely kind to all humanity. And if
any misunderstanding arises, they should strive with the great-
est kindness until good understanding is achieved. Praise be to
God, whatever was revealed in the Tablets of Baha'u’llah fifty
years ago - and those Tablets have been printed and published -
all of it has been exactly fulfilled and realized like the sun man-
ifest, and no doubt remains for anyone. Similarly, the dawn
of universal peace shall appear and gradually its sun will shine
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forth, and humanity will find rest and tranquility, and the light
of love will illumine East and West. In any case, because of
this bloody war all humanity has become weary of war and a
wonderful readiness for universal peace has been achieved. It
is time to strive so that the utmost love and harmony may be
achieved among all humanity, and the lights of the Kingdom
may shine forth, and the human world may become an eternal
rose garden.

I ever remember thee and shall never forget the days I have
passed in Montreal and in New York. I pray God that such
days may be made again possible.

Convey to thy respected husband longing greeting on my part,
and kiss thou the cheeks of thy beloved daughter.

Upon thee be Baha'u’l-Abhal
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To: Julia Goldman, in Boston
Date: 1919-Feb-09

O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter dated 5 December 1918 was received. It contained
the good news that the friends of God and the maidservants
of the Merciful have gathered in summer at Green Acre, have
been engaged day and night in the commemoration of God,
have served the oneness of the world of humanity, have shown
love to all religions, have remained aloof from every religious
prejudice and have been kind to all people.

The divine religions must be the cause of oneness among men,
and the means of unity and love; they must promulgate uni-
versal peace, free man from every prejudice, bestow joy and
gladness, exercise kindness to all men and do away with every
difference and distinction. Just as Baha’u’llah addressing the
world of humanity saith: ‘O people! Ye are the fruits of one
tree and the leaves of one branch.
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To: Maud S Gaudreauzx, in Yonkers, NY
Date: 1919-Feb-09

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter dated November
26, 1918 was received. I hope through divine assistance that
day by day your gathering will expand and your unity and har-
mony will increase. May that gathering receive bounties from
the realm of the Kingdom and become the cause of manifesting
the oneness of the world of humanity. May it be kind to all
religions and wish good for all nations. If you go to Green Acre
this coming summer it would be very appropriate, and if you
are enabled to assist the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar it would be most
acceptable.

I will pray that God may bestow His glance of favor upon your
esteemed husband and children as well as your relatives, and
keep them protected and joyful in this world and the world
of the Kingdom. Convey my utmost kindness to the friends
Helen, Yalk, Nellie Lewis, Alice Weil, Elizabeth Stevens and
Ethel Adams. My hope is that you will all be enabled to serve
the world of humanity unitedly. There is no time to write more
than this. Upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_ v124#01 p.027-028
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To: Albert B Vail, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Feb-10

O respected personage! Thy second letter dated 19 December
1918 was received. It was the cause of great joy and gladness,
for it showed thy firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant
and Testament and thy yearning to raise the call of the King-
dom of God. Today the call of the Kingdom is the magnetic
power which draweth to itself the world of mankind, for ca-
pacity in men is great. Divine teachings constitute the spirit
of this age, nay rather the sun of this age. Every soul must
endeavour that the veils that cover men’s eyes may be torn
asunder and that instantly the sun may be seen and that heart
and sight may be illumined thereby.

Now, through the aid and bounty of God, this power of guid-
ance and this merciful bestowal are found in thee. Arise, there-
fore, in the utmost Power that thou mayest bestow spirit upon
mouldering bones, give sight to the blind, balm and freshness
to the depressed, and liveliness and grace to the dispirited. Ev-
ery lamp will eventually be extinguished save the lamp of the
Kingdom, which increaseth day by day in splendour. Every
call shall ultimately weaken except the call to the Kingdom of
God, which day unto day is raised. Every path shall finally be
twisted except the road of the Kingdom, which straighteneth
day by day. Undoubtedly heavenly melody is not to be mea-
sured with an earthly one, and artificial lights are not to be
compared with the heavenly Sun. Hence one must exert en-
deavour in whatever is lasting and permanent so that one may
more and more be illumined, strengthened and revived.

If you are thinking of travelling to the west or the south with
thy revered wife, it is very acceptable. I am hoping that thou
mayest find such a confirmation that thou thyself becomest
amazed.

Regarding the book that thou hast written it has been received
and we are engaged in perusing it. God willing, thou shalt be
confirmed in a second edition.

Convey my utmost love and tenderness to thy revered wife,
likewise to...
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I pray and supplicate the Divine Kingdom that thy father,
mother and brother may, through the light of guidance, enter
the Kingdom of God.

SWAB#230x, SW__v10#04 p.078-079
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Words to Private Sinclair, spoken on 1919-Feb-14 in Haifa

From what I can gather from the events of my life, history
clearly shows the wars that have been waged, the peace mea-
sures that were subsequently adopted, have proved inevitable
failures. The Crimean war and the Treaty of Paris in 1856,
the Austro-Italian war of 1859; the Danish war of 1864; the
Austro-Prussian war of 1866; the Franco-Prussian war of 1870,
the Russo-Turkish war of 1877 and the Congress of Berlin, the
Balkan war and subsequently this world war with its present
Universal Peace Conference.

Wars will succeed; peace measures and pacific documents will
remain dead letters unless the Word of God and His Supreme
Power comes to exercise its influence. Not until this is attained
may lasting peace be realised.

SW__v11#03 p.050-051

AB00161

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1919-Feb-23

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the
Testament! Thy letter arrived at the most opportune time, for
many years had passed without any word reaching the ears of
the yearning ones from the region of Shiraz. This letter was
a clear messenger that arrived at this blessed spot from that
pure and holy land. It brought tidings from that kind friend
and was the cause of joy and delight. Praise be to God that the
beloved of Shiraz, despite the cessation of news, were confirmed
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in their steadfastness in the Covenant through the favors of
the Luminary of the horizons. I hope that the melody of the
Kingdom will be raised so high as to make that land the envy
of all regions. It was previously written that my hope was that
the celestial song would reach from Shiraz to the Concourse on
High. The intention was that the beloved of God would be so
enkindled with the fire of divine love that the divine fragrances
would spread to all directions. This was this servant’s purpose.

In any case, all the governments and peoples of the world have
fallen into grievous torment from the fire of this universal war.
The foundation of humanity was shaken and the human world
fell into a great crisis. All peoples became the target of the
arrows of calamities. Yet through the infinite favors of the
Blessed Beauty, this oppressed party remained protected and
preserved in all regions, and this is due to the blessedness of the
divine teachings, for all nations and governments are certain
that the Party of God has no purpose or intention except peace,
reconciliation, the unity of the human world, and fellowship
and kindness. Even all enemies testify to this, for this world-
consuming war caused all the divine texts to be fulfilled and
become manifest like the sun at its zenith. No one was left
with the possibility of denial, for the proof became complete.

For some enemies authored books and, purely for corruption
and kindling the fire of hatred, recorded these divine texts that
were revealed from the Supreme Pen fifty years ago in their own
books and published them for more than thirty years. They
even interpreted and clarified some words that were somewhat
ambiguous, hoping this would cause influential hostile figures
to arise and uproot the Blessed Tree. Even the notorious Mirza
Mehdi Khan included these divine texts in his delirious treatise.
For example, he included “O Point situated between the two
seas, namely Constantinople” between two parentheses to pro-
voke a certain person and make him understand that he was
the one referred to in “the throne of tyranny hath been estab-
lished upon thee.” These enemies were in truth heralds. Now
that the divine texts have been fulfilled after fifty years, no
one is left with the possibility of denial, for as mentioned, they
were recorded and published in the enemies’ treatises thirty
years ago. Should anyone deny, those treatises can be used as
proof.
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You have no doubt learned from the newspapers of FEurope
that this servant, in assemblies and gatherings, in temples and
churches, raised his voice and proclaimed: “O ye present! O ye
listeners! The continent of Europe is like unto hell itself, filled
beneath the ground with inflammable materials, and hath be-
come as an arsenal and powder-magazine. It dependeth upon
but a single spark: instantly its flame will leap to the zenith of
heaven, and the fire of war will encompass all horizons. And
it is certain that this shall come to pass.

“O ye people! Strive ye, arise ye, cry aloud, that perchance
this world-consuming fire may be quenched and extinguished.
Otherwise, the regions of the earth shall be overturned, the
world from East to West shall be laid waste, the foundations
of mankind shall be shaken, and in the realm of creation the
basis of ease and tranquillity shall be uprooted.”

These explicit addresses were published in the newspapers in
the year 1912. Now, in accordance with the divine texts, the
sentiments of universal peace have been awakened in the hearts.
The wise men of the world, who deemed this mighty matter
impossible and accounted it among vain imaginings, have now
arisen to promote it. All the divine texts are current upon the
tongues of the well-wishers of mankind under another name.

Ye have assuredly heard the precious addresses of His Excel-
lency the President [Woodrow Wilson] in the great assemblies
and have read them in the newspapers. The foundation of this
peace council is derived from the divine teachings. His Excel-
lency the President hath now, in great assemblies, explicitly set
forth fourteen propositions, declaring that these are the cause
of the prosperity and salvation of the human world. Twelve
of those fourteen propositions were, fifty years ago, explicitly
revealed in the divine Tablets; they were printed, most of them
translated, and disseminated. Consider how the Law of God
is spread abroad through spiritual power.

As for the news of the ascension of certain friends to the infi-
nite world, it caused sorrow to these wanderers; yet for those
blessed souls this departure is the cause of joy and gladness.
The prisoner hath been set free, and he who was afflicted with
deprivation hath hastened to the gathering-place of revelation
in the unseen realm of existence.

As for the treatise of Javad the illiterate, it is of no account
whatever; for every fair-minded person, merely by considering
such epistles with attention, will discern the truth and become
aware that all these expressions have arisen from the world of
doubts and misgivings. This treatise is not the composition of
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Javad the illiterate; it was taught by the Center of Violation
and circulated in his name. Likewise the other epistles that
have been disseminated are the compositions of the Center of
Violation, though they have been made known in the names of
this one and that one.

If it be possible, obtain, in a kindly manner, the books in the
handwriting of Mirza Aqa Jan that are in the possession of Haji
Jahrumi; for in those books much erasure and alteration hath
taken place, and, when examined by means of instruments of
scrutiny, it will become clear and manifest.

In brief, let us pass beyond these discourses and become famil-
iar with the fragrances of God. Let us occupy ourselves with
the blessed utterance. In the Epistles of the Path, He cited
this verse:

My heart hath wearied of these men of feeble stuff; the Lion
of God and Rustam, son of Dastan, I desire.

The honored Khans, praise be to God, are preserved and pro-
tected beneath the shadow of divine care, and are engaged in
the completion of their studies. When the way is opened and
travel becometh easy, they will at once, with utmost eagerness,
set out for those regions.

Convey, one by one, on my behalf, longing greetings to all the
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To: Unknown, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-Mar-03

O Thou Who hearest my lamentation and my sighs, my moan-
ing and my anguish, and Who seest my grief and yearning, my
burning and intense sorrow, and the force of my sighs! For
calamities have bewildered me and afflictions have weakened
me, leaving me confused in mind, disturbed in state, inflamed
in heart, deprived of sleep, with tears flowing and guidance
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withdrawn - these being the passing of Thy loved ones and the
calamities befalling souls through whom the horizon of Thy
mercy was illumined, by whom Thy earth and heaven were
enlightened, through whom hearts were attracted and breasts
were dilated, by whom the light of guidance was spread among
all creatures, and in whose remembrance the Concourse on
High raised their call.

Among them was the Phoenix of the Cause and the Lion of the
thickets of bounty, the Dove of the gardens of knowledge, who
believed in Thee and Thy verses from his tender youth, who
was nourished at the breast of Thy favor from the beginning of
his life, who was reared in the cradle of Thy love and grew and
developed in the bosom of Thy knowledge. He became intoxi-
cated with the wine of understanding and was inebriated with
the choice wine of certitude while yet a suckling child among
his peers. When he reached maturity and attained his full
strength, the fire of Thy love blazed forth within him and the
waves of the ocean surged through the winds of Thy knowledge.
He soared like an eagle in the heaven of Thy bounty and shone
like the stars in the horizon of existence. He remained ever
in genuflection and prostration, submissive to Thy sovereignty
and humble before Thy grandeur. He never faltered in Thy
remembrance by night or day, ceaselessly mentioning Thee at
eventide and dawn, and ever calling people to the path of guid-
ance morning and evening.

How many souls, O my God, didst Thou quicken through him
and cause to be intoxicated with the wine of guidance! How
many breasts were dilated through him by witnessing Thy
greatest signs! How many eyes were illumined through him
by Thy supreme bounty! How many ears heard through him
Thy sweetest calll How many spirits were gladdened through
him by Thy favors in this world and the next!

O Lord! He was a sign among Thy signs, preserving Thy
words, steadfast in Thy Covenant and Testament, firmly
rooted in the gardens of Thy holiness. He had an eloquent
tongue in establishing Thy proof and fluent speech in explain-
ing Thy words. O Lord! Let Thy outpourings continue upon
his progeny and let the clouds of Thy mercy overshadow his
kindred. O Lord! Make his sons his successors, his consolers
the bearers of his mysteries, and his children and descendants
inheritors of his character and possessors of noble virtues,
spreading the Covenant throughout all regions, calling out
Thy name, engaging in Thy remembrance, and speaking Thy
praise among the people of the East.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L) G gl 0 Ken BB
B e Ll sl e Szl 3o
s S5 Ko v bl Sles,
BYE o Co Al 5 ol g |
sy o) Gy Ml s e AT

VI a5
Tl (2Le ik 5 58l U1 e o
Skl 5 Kol o Bl 2L, Wl
o Sale ok p ) 5 oLl D e
Ly, o2 ap G gJ s ol By
D6, Lo o £ 5 S i
5 oo Jb s OBYI Gy e (S
022 STyl p oty g Uy 013N o 310
o gles S 8yl e 0Ll 05 0
Pl e 5l 5 S5m0 ) e pllaale
G ool o by Saape e
leiols 5l 571 3 U5 d 5 0m)) 3)
S5 by Sealid ety Seal)
L‘J%‘J’t\}t‘:& Jﬁ&i;“‘;’b\«rdgu
Lo ol bl e I B s

%ﬂﬁ);@ﬁy‘&‘hdﬁw;; :
4 o Al ppde 0 8 5 sl Sl
Syt slal o ; 5 AN SO samlag
il QT e & elaall Song a
b ol e £ Y Sy

SV 52N G Sl
el U Wl AT oo 3] 06 41 O,
5 K $lae kb Sl ST ke
S kOl s Slay BBl G e 0L A
5 asd Je Siloys ¢ Sy S 40
el oy a3 693 Jo Koy Ol
o3iml 5 05V 5 o)l 3l 5 a8 L]
SN Ot a3l s 3N G ol
5 Sl Ogoly BBYI 3 Bl o 2l
ol S Tl Oy 5 ST Oganiy

31V

99



Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

ABO00110

O Lord! Make them warbling birds, roaring lions, and fish
swimming in the depths of the seas of Thy love. O Lord! His
consort, who was attracted by Thy fragrances and his com-
panion who was strengthened by the power of Thy love, has
ascended to Thy Kingdom and risen to the highest of nests in
the gardens of mysteries in the realm of lights. O Lord! Make
them both brilliant lamps in the glass of forgiveness and radi-
ant stars in the horizon of pardon and good-pleasure. Verily,
Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Kind, the All-Merciful.

Among those pure souls, O my God, is Thy noble servant of
sound heart who believed in Thy momentous announcement,
walked in Thy straight path, guided people to the right course,
and whose tongue moved in Thy remembrance, whose utter-
ance persisted in praise of Thee, and who spoke with Thy proof
to whomever turned to Thee. O Lord! He desired no comfort,
blessing, tranquility or rest except in diffusing Thy fragrances,
reciting Thy verses, and promoting Thy proof and evidence. O
Lord! He was a lamp from which radiated the light of guidance,
a brilliant glass illumined by the lamp of love and piety, a com-
prehensive word embodying the meanings of faithfulness, and a
manifest sign among all creatures. O Lord! Embrace him with
bounty and generosity, make him an exemplar for the people
of prostration, and immortalize him in Thy verdant gardens
and exalted precincts. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the
Compassionate.

And among those assured souls, O my God, is Thy faithful
servant whom Thou named Nazarali. O Lord! Grant him an
exalted station and a lofty seat of truth, cause him to dwell
in the vicinity of pardon and forgiveness, let him attain the
cup of bounty and benevolence, establish him in the midst
of Paradise, and give him to drink of the wine of joy in the
Paradise of Delight until he is immersed in the seas of light
and plunges into the kingdom of mysteries. Verily, Thou art
the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Pardoning.

And among those brilliant stars in the horizons is Thy well-
pleased servant Ghulamhusayn, who attained the lights of the
two Dawnings, drank from the two gushing springs, and en-
tered the two dark-green gardens. He believed in the Primal
Point and fell prostrate before Thy Most Glorious Beauty. O
Lord! He was a beauteous rose in Thy gardens and a surging
wave in Thy pools, and a dove speaking in praise of Thee. O
Lord! Make him a fresh and verdant tree in Thy sacred gardens,
stirred by the breezes of Thy pardon and forgiveness, adorned
with the leaves of Thy favors, resplendent with the flowers of
Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the All-Pardoning,
the Bestower.
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And among those shining lamps, O my God, is Thy servant,
gracious Lutf of exalted station and light spirit, who forsook
his bed to call upon Thee night and day, and who guides to the
most holy laws. Make him the best of trusts in the protection of
Thy forgiveness and the refuge of the first and the last. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, and verily, Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Compassionate.

And among those lofty trees, O my God, is Thy servant whom
Thou named Habibullah. Thou didst make goodly his begin-
ning and his end, and the fire of Thy love blazed in his heart
among the concourse. Thou didst illuminate his face with the
light of guidance, and he acknowledged and recognized the
Most Great Word, and was attracted to the scenes of grandeur.
O Lord! Lead him to the sweetest, most delectable spring,
quench his thirst from the Kawthar of eternity, and intoxicate
him with the wine of reunion, O Thou Munificent in giving, O
Thou Beautiful in faithfulness! Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing.

And among those spirits rejoicing in Thy favors, O my All-
Knowing Lord, is Thy servant Haji Ghulam. O Lord! He
turned to Thee while yet a babe in the cradle, sought after
truth and was an agreeable youth, detached himself from all
else but Thee and was a pleasing young man, believed in Thee
and Thy verses and was a pure adolescent, remained firm in
Thy Covenant and Testament and was a faithful adult, called
out Thy name and was an illustrious person, and ascended
unto Thee having taken Thee as his Guardian. O Lord! Grant
him an exalted companion, and from Thy forgiveness an im-
pregnable shelter, and from Thy pardon a lofty refuge. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate,
possessed of great bounty, and kind to Thy loved ones who
walk the straight path.

O Lord! Verily, among the gems of existence is Thy servant
Mas’ud, who longeth to attain unto Thee, to enter Thy pres-
ence, and to appear before Thee. Lord! He yearneth to as-
cend unto the Center of Lights and to witness the lights of
Beauty. He hath ever spoken Thy praise amongst all people
and extolled Thee with an eloquent tongue, with most won-
drous meanings among all creatures. He desireth naught save
attainment unto Thee, and seeketh nothing but truthfulness
and sincerity. Lord! Make him a great sign, a banner waving
in the heights of glory, an embodied light in the Concourse
on High, and a brilliant luminary shining from the horizon of
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bounty. Lord! Aid Thy servant Mas’ud, grant him a praise-
worthy station, and ordain for him entrance into the never-
ending gathering of divine manifestation, throughout ages and
centuries, that he may attain, in the precincts of Thy great
mercy, joy and gladness. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, ver-
ily, Thou art the Compassionate, verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Loving.
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To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-03

O two branches of the Blessed Tree! Your letter arrived and
from its contents it was understood that praise be to God, dur-
ing these years of upheaval the region of Shiraz has remained
firm and steadfast, and no weakness or lassitude has occurred,
and this was the cause of joy to hearts. Although some im-
mature ones raised a clamor and commotion, yet this is like
the foam of the sea - “As for the foam, it passeth away as
scum upon the banks, while that which is of use to mankind
remaineth on the earth.” Despite the explicit divine Tablets
that there shall be no Manifestation for a thousand years, and
that ‘Abdu’l-Baha stands in such servitude that He considers
Himself the dust beneath feet and draws not a breath except
in fear and awe of the Supreme Lord, how can weak souls soar
high and make claims of being? At least they should learn
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha pure servitude without interpretation. Un-
til now not a word has issued from His mouth indicating exis-
tence, let alone other stations. Such incidents will inevitably
occur occasionally, but the friends should leave such persons
to themselves - neither follow them nor expose them, and deal
with them in the most excellent manner.

In any case, the Afnans must, with the utmost firmness and
steadfastness, encourage and urge people toward divine charac-
teristics. The eye of divine favor encompasses all and its effects
and influences will become evident and manifest. From the as-
cension of some of the friends who hastened to the Supreme
Concourse, grief has assailed us from one direction, as their
separation has been hard upon the friends. But from another
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direction, there is assurance in the forgiveness and pardon of
the All-Merciful, for those holy souls have become manifes-
tations of divine favors in the infinite world, and what they
sowed in the material world they have found as a gathered
harvest in the divine realm. They have been freed from this
world of weak elements and have attained a reality of the el-
ement of the All-Merciful and become immersed in the sea of
lights. I beseech God to encompass them with the glances of
His All-Merciful eyes in the world of lights. Verily my Lord is
Forgiving, Merciful. And upon you both be the Most Glorious
Glory.

Recite this verse of the Qur’an: “And verily thy Lord shall
give unto thee so that thou shalt be well-pleased.” Be assured
of special favor.
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To: Zivar Sultan Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-03

O handmaiden of God from the Blessed Tree! Although for
several years no messenger or message has reached that di-
vine realm from the Holy Shrine, we have always been engaged
in prayers and supplications at the Sacred Threshold, seeking
confirmation and success so that the loved ones of God and
handmaidens of the All-Merciful might remain protected and
preserved from the arrows of doubts in the shelter of divine
protection, and remain firm and steadfast in the religion of
God. Praise be to God, all-encompassing grace was bestowed
and the power of the Abha Kingdom showed forth a great mira-
cle, for while all peoples and nations were consumed in the fire
of war and mighty foundations were overthrown, this wronged
community throughout all regions remained in the shelter of
the Lord of the Covenant’s protection in the utmost joy and
delight. Convey the most wondrous Abha greetings to all the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful. Convey profound respect to
His Holiness the Afnan of the Sacred Tree, Aqa Siyyid Husayn.
And upon you be the most glorious Abha glory.
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To: Edna True, in Paris
Date: 1919-Mar-03

O thou respected one!

Your letter dated February 2nd, 1919, has been received and
thy service to the world of humanity, during these days of
terrible war, acceptable at the kingdom of God. Verily, thou
hast magnificently engaged in service; hast given up thy rest
and comfort in America and hast hastened to Europe so that
thou mayest be of service to the world of humanity.

Praise thou God for having been therein assisted. At present
continue these services until the end in the same department
and whenever it has been made possible for thee to undertake
a trip to the Holy Land in the utmost joy and fragrance, thou
art permitted to present thyself.

Convey in writing to thy respected mother greeting on my
behalf.

Upon thee be El Baha-el-Abha)

SW_ v10407 p.143

ABO08895

To: Rida Quli Khan
Date: 1919-Mar-03

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Although I
have no time, nevertheless I have engaged in mentioning thee,
that thou mayest find joy and delight and render thanks for
the favors of the Peerless Lord - for the escort of His grace
hath arrived, the light of guidance hath shone forth, and in
the night-chamber of heart and soul the lamp of the Merciful’s
bestowal hath been kindled.

Through the favors of the Most Holy Unity, such is my hope
that day by day this newly-planted sapling in the garden of
guidance may, through the outpourings of the clouds of grace,
grow and develop, and reach the stage of blossoms and fruit.
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To: Baha’is of Egypt
Date: 1919-Mar-04

O ye who are sincere! O ye who are attracted! O ye who are
of the new creation!

God, the Praised and the Exalted, hath said: “Are these the
same as the old creatures? Nay rather, they are clothed in
garments of a new creation!” Then know ye that in the estima-
tion of God, the example of the creatures is like unto a pure,
blessed tree of a wonderful trunk and strong seeds. He causes
it to grow gracefully, then its roots become firm, its twigs
spring forth, its leaves become verdant, its flowers bloom and
its fruits appear. Then its shade expands over all the regions,
until it reaches its ultimate evolution and growth, attains to its
development and height, its significances become perfect and
its branches extend over the East and the West of the earth.
Then its creation is completed, its evolution is accomplished,
its hopes become evident, it obtains its desire, it attains to
its utmost perfection and its beauty becomes manifest. Then
its withering begins, its leaves turn yellow, its flowers become
scattered, its fruits fall down and its earthly elements return
to the layers of its soil. No fruits remain upon it, no leaves, no
attractiveness, no beauty, no sweetness and no freshness, until
it becomes like unto an old hollow palm tree.

Then a new tree grows from its seeds, green, verdant and fresh-
ened by the divine outpouring, the merciful breeze, the heat
from the Sun of Reality, the heavy rain from the clouds of
the abundant mercy and the blowing wind from the wafting
place of Providence. “Whatever verse we abolish or forget we
replace by a better one.” This is the example of the new cre-
ation, the miraculous cycle and the second resurrection, which
is in conformity with the first creation.

Then thank ye God, the Praised and the Exalted, for the light
of guidance, this complete bounty and this great bestowal. “He
chooseth for His mercy whomsoever He wisheth.” Then it is
incumbent upon ye to cry out with most wonderful melodies:
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Praise be to the One who created this marvelous dispensation!
Praise be to the One who made this new creation wonderful!

Praise be to the One who ordained this great outpouring!

Praise be to the One who shone forth with this evident light!

Praise be to the One who renewed this wonderful springtime!

Praise be to the One who perfumed the nostrils of the people
of oneness with the merciful fragrance which is diffused in all
the countries! “And thou didst see that the land which was
barren and lifeless when we caused the water to descend upon
it, moved and grew and brought forth a beautiful pair of all
things.”

Praise be to the One through the outpouring of Whose clouds
these countries become verdant!

Praise be to the One through the heavy rain of Whose com-
passion these rose gardens become beautified!

Praise be to the One through the current of Whose stream,
these reservoirs became overflowing!

Praise be to the One who has chosen the sincere ones to spread
His teachings in the countries!

5 Praise be to the One who selected for His mercy pure souls;

through the fragrance of whose love and perfumed breaths the
hearts of the pious throb!

Praise be to the One who made the stars of guidance to smite
the wicked!

7 Praise be to the One who guided the chosen community to the

upright way and straight path!

Praise be to the One who made them the signs of glad tidings
among the people!

Praise be to the One who confirmed them by the banners of
the great signs!

Praise be to the One who re-inforced them by the mighty
forces!

Praise be to the One who assisted them with the hosts from
the Supreme Concourse!

Praise be to the One who built for them lofty palaces com-
manding the zeniths of heaven from which the lights sparkle
throughout the centuries and the ages!

a5 Vs L1 e Ol
Al Gl s gl e Oloes
il Gl Va5 e Ol

cdl ol e G231 o Olomem

Tl 31, o ) ol gl e e Ol
\sus,wuzﬂz\g;,(;u‘\)\}gsjm
K o cail s 2oy s ol U e W5
oy

)li:é\ oda d.f\s‘-“ ua,:m C):,.'aﬁ-\ o &\m-.,«
oL eds il wa, Py o Oben
Gl ols LA de e ot o Oloms

SLall 3 adles Bl ks e Ol

F Ay s ae, L o Ol
DLV 6 Lb (plsl oy L Sloedy

LAl sl el 1 s o Olonem
N e gl
ol w ) Ogre‘».- o Ol

SN SN S, ﬁ.g\ o Ol

SAl A 02 2l o Oloer

LV e 52 rN;\ e Ol

Sle Gl St Ty (b (5 oo Ol

5 00 2 e LY L Yile , ST
Slas

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 66

14

19



23

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

ABU0366

Then, O ye who are attracted by the fragrances of God, thank
ye God for this complete bounty, infinite mercy, encircling out-
pouring and perfect attainment! I pray God to strengthen your
loins, give power to your backs, clarify your secrets and purify
your consciences in all times and moments.

1+ Upon ye be greetings and praise!
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Cablegram
To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Mar-06

The news of Samandar’s ascension hath caused sorrow. Con-
vey condolences to his chosen ones. Let Varqga come at the
beginning of spring; at present it is winter and cold. All are
well. ‘Abbas
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ABU0366
Words spoken on 1919-Mar-09 in Haifa/Akka
Today is a most blessed day, sanctified and auspicious. It is the u:.,:ﬁ 3 J:n:» CoantSsle 5Lt 3ay 5y 0

dawning of the lights of guidance, the source and origin of the
Most Glorious Cause, the radiance of the Sun of Truth. It is the
day when the trumpet was blown and the bugle sounded. The
events of this day are most momentous, though their reality
is known only to those with insight. Although the honor of
this day is unknown to the people, it is the first blast. In
the blessed verse of the Qur’an it states: “And the trumpet
shall be blown, and whoever is in the heavens and whoever
It is a day when all who are
in the heavens and earth were struck unconscious. That is,
in the eyes of those with insight, they were truly bewildered.

is on the earth shall swoon.”
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The unconscious person - meaning one deprived of eternal life
- notices nothing. But the person of insight becomes aware of
the reality of the matter. Those souls who attain eternal life
realize that it is the dawning of the Sun of Truth and it is
the first blast, through which the spirit of life is received from
spiritual realities, and the world of heart and soul becomes
ready for the second blast, concerning which He says: “Then
it shall be blown again, and lo! they shall stand up, waiting,
and the earth shall shine with the light of its Lord.” Through
the second blast, spiritual realities and sublime essences receive
life and are set in motion by the dawning of the Sun of Truth.
This second blast is the Manifestation of the Ancient Beauty,
Him Whom God shall make manifest.

Consider the sun: when it rises in the morning, it is the resur-
rection of earthly beings, for all the earth is set in motion and
the mysteries of all beings emerge from the realm of the unseen
to the realm of the visible. Whatever is latent in the earth be-
comes manifest and apparent, and whatever is hidden in the
trees becomes evident. Yet despite the fact that all beings are
resurrected and scattered through this bounty of the sun, and
their existence depends on its dawning and rising, they are un-
aware of this bounty - except for living beings that are alive.
Living beings realize that the sun has risen. Therefore the be-
ginning of this blessed day is the beginning of the resurrection.
Those souls who possessed eternal life perceived and felt that
today has the import of fifty thousand years. Today is the
day when the heaven was rolled up. Today is the day when
the sun was folded up. Today is the day when the moon was
cleft asunder. Today is the day when the stars were scattered.
Today is the day when the mountains moved. Today is the
day when the dead came forth from their graves. There was
gathering and scattering. The balance was set up. The path
was extended. The secrets of the earth became manifest and
evident. The gates of paradise were opened. The flames of hell
were kindled. These are all signs of the Day of Resurrection.

3 The Bab states that all these events occurred in one minute.

In the twinkling of an eye fifty thousand years passed and all
these events became manifest, for these are spiritual events,
This is why the Primal Point - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for Him - states: “By God! The Hour has

not physical ones.
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come and the moon has been cleft asunder, and all are in con-
tinuous resurrection.” Glory be to God! The conditions of the
resurrection, according to the blessed text of the Bab - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for Him - passed in the twinkling of an
eye, meaning fifty thousand years passed in one minute and
all these momentous events and conditions of the Day of Res-
urrection came to pass. Despite this, the people of the Bayan
say that the condition for the appearance of Him Whom God
shall make manifest is that two thousand years must pass, and
since two thousand years have not passed, therefore the Blessed
Beauty is not true. And those souls who themselves affirm and
acknowledge that those fifty thousand years passed in the twin-
kling of an eye and the momentous events of the resurrection
were fulfilled, deny that the number of Mustaghath could pass
in nineteen years. “Take heed, O ye who have eyes to see!”

See to what degree unfairness extends and to what limit igno-
rance reaches! God explicitly states in the Qur’an that there
are two consecutive blasts, and the Bab - may my spirit be
a sacrifice for Him - rent asunder all the veils of the people
and set no condition for the appearance of Him Whom God
shall make manifest, stating that if He should appear today, “I
would be the first of them that worship Him.” And He explic-
itly states: “Beware, beware lest thou be veiled by the Bayani
Vahid or by what was revealed in the Bayan.” Despite this, the
people of the Bayan say that in the Bayan the Mustaghath is
mentioned. The Bayani Vahid is the sacred essence of the Bab
and the eighteen Letters of the Living. “Be not veiled from
Him Whom God shall make manifest by the Bayani Vahid.”
Now the people of the Bayan have become veiled from the Sun
of Truth by the mirror.
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To: Ali Sahib, Siyyid Mazhar et al., in Bombay
Date: 1919-Mar-10

O two steadfast and assured believers! Praise be to God that
from the flame of the light of guidance, the Sinai of heart and
soul was illumined, and in the sacred valley, the glass of the
heart became a gleam of light and the flame of Mount Sinai.
Therefore, in gratitude for this supreme guidance and mighty
gift, arise with utmost effort to spread the divine teachings, so
that day by day your confirmations and success may increase.

Regarding the prohibition of marriage to one’s father’s wives
that you had written about - the explicit nature of this law
is not evidence that others are permitted. For example, in
the Qur’an it states “Forbidden to you are carrion, blood, and
the flesh of swine” - this is not evidence that wine is not for-
bidden. Furthermore, in other Tablets it is explicitly stated
that divine wisdom in marriage requires that it be between
distant relations, meaning that the greater the distance be-
tween spouses, the stronger, more beautiful and healthier the
offspring will be. This is also established and verified in medi-
cal science, and medical rules are prescribed and acting upon
them is mandatory. Therefore, as much as possible one should
marry those of distant relation, and when the Baha’i Cause
gains strength, be assured that marriage between close rela-
tives will also become rare. Multiple letters have been written
about this matter, including a detailed letter written to Baku
several years ago - seek that out as it contains a detailed ex-
planation. And before the formation of the House of Justice,
these laws refer to the appointed Center.

As for the matter of adultery, in the divine Tablets regarding
the matter of immorality, there is such rebuke, reproach and
punishment mentioned that it cannot be enumerated - that
the person who commits immorality is cast out from the di-
vine threshold, rejected in this world, condemned among the
friends and despised among all humanity. Even in some pas-
sages there is mention of manifest loss and eternal deprivation.
However, regarding governmental and political punishment, no
such order has been issued, because governments throughout
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the world currently do not and will not interfere with adulter-
ers. Therefore the condemned one does not become disgraced
before the world. This punishment is so that they become vile
and disgraced before the world - it is purely for public expo-
sure and this is the greatest punishment. However, according
to the explicit text of the Qur’an, adultery can never be proven
because four witnesses must testify at that exact moment to
complete penetration from every aspect. Therefore adultery
can only be proven through confession. Can one attribute the
slightest lack of importance to the Qur’an? No, by God! Be
fair, O people of justice!

Regarding divorce, a person can fully implement whatever ac-
cords with their view. The most important thing is not to leave
the wife without support for one year, and this is like the wait-
ing period. At most, previously the obligation for maintenance
was a few months, and now it is one year. However if both par-
ties are complete and circumstances arise that cause coolness
between them, they should not hasten to complete separation
but wait one year - perhaps those circumstances will pass and
affection will be regained.

As for inheritance, this distribution applies when the deceased
person has not made a will - in that case this distribution takes
effect. However every soul is obligated to make a will - indeed
it is prescribed and mandatory. And the explicit divine texts
state that in a state of health one must make a will according
to wisdom, and according to their own desire they may will
however they wish, and that will should be sealed and opened
after their death and acted upon accordingly. In this case the
deceased person has a wide field during their lifetime to will in
whatever way they desire for it to be implemented.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!

BRL FAM#11x
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To: Jamshid Khudadad Hakim, in Bombay
Date: 1919-Mar-10

O servant of the Divine Threshold! For several years corre-
spondence was cut off, and the cause of this interruption was
this world-encompassing war. Now praise be to God, the paths
have reopened and we are corresponding with you and await
detailed letters from you and good news that will bring joy
to hearts and make known how in these several years of war
the friends were confirmed with divine confirmations. In any
case, I place my hope in the grace and favor of my Lord that
you will become a manifestation of divine confirmations and be
assisted in divine services. Although you were afflicted with
great tribulations in this world and were tried in the crucible
of tests, trials and hardships, now my hope is that means of
rest and comfort will be provided for you and that good news
will always arrive from India that will be the cause of spiritual
fragrance and delight. Convey loving greetings to each and
every one of the friends. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Khusraw Parsi, in Poona
Date: 1919-Mar-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated 14
February 1919 was received. Praise be to God, it bore witness
to the spirituality and luminosity of the friends of God. It is
hoped that this delicacy and loftiness will increase day by day.
Night and day I supplicate with utmost humility and implor-
ing at the Divine Threshold, seeking heavenly confirmations
for the friends of the All-Merciful, and I hope for the arrival of
good news that will serve as clear proof that the friends are con-
ducting themselves and moving in accordance with the divine
teachings. Convey my longing greetings to all the friends. The
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amount of ninety-five pounds which thou hadst sent arrived.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay
Date: 1919-Mar-11

O you who are firm in the Covenant! A detailed letter was
sent a few days ago, therefore now, with limited time, a brief
response is written. Jinab-i-Yusuf is permitted to come into
the presence, and if your continued presence there is not
absolutely necessary and obligatory at present, you are also
permitted to come. The amount that was offered six years
ago through Jamshid by the divine friends was received, and
likewise the two hundred pounds that were sent through
Aga Ahmad, and likewise the five hundred pounds that were
sent through Aga Ahmad were received, and likewise the
forty pounds that Jinab-i-Rustam Bahman had sent, and
likewise the three items, namely one hundred pounds that
Jinab-i-Isfandiyar Mihrabani and Jinab-i-Mihraban Khan had
sent in your name through the post.

Regarding the gathering of the friends once a year in one of the
cities of India that you had written about - this arrangement is
agreeable if the gathering takes place with the utmost joy and
fragrance. And if, as it should be, it proves difficult to gather
with happiness, delight, unity and harmony, you must strive
until the means of perfection are attained and this beneficial
matter is realized. And Mr. Hishmatullah should engage in
translating important Tablets that are relevant to these days
and contain teachings on the oneness of humanity, universal
peace, investigation of truth, uniting hearts through the power
of religion, reconciliation of science and religion, abandonment
of vain prejudices, establishment of the Supreme Tribunal, jus-
tice between women and men, universalization of education,
invention of a universal language, work and crafts being wor-
ship, limiting jihad to the tongue and utterance, and so forth
- and they should be carefully matched and published.
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Praise be to God, Mr. Shirazi and Jinab-i-Yusuf Shut have
served well. And regarding the matter of Jinab-i-Jamshid Khu-
dadad, in whatever way possible, if you attract him and treat
him with care and consideration, it would be most acceptable
- perhaps he will find joy and delight. And regarding the mat-
ter of the late Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mahdi and the heirs, you
have certainly endeavored and will continue to endeavor that
complete harmony always exists among them. The lands that
the late Haji had endowed for building a place in the name of
Truth - this will cause the perpetuation of their remembrance.
Give great importance to this matter of the will, for its impor-
tance will become evident and manifest from now, so that it
may serve as a model for the future. And we hope that God
will grant bounty and blessing to Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Abdul-
Husayn. How delighted I was that Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mahdi
wrote his will according to divine instructions before his pass-
ing - let the doers act accordingly.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty.

5 The book of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s travel diary that you had written

and published was received and caused joy, and the friends are
engaged in reading and studying it.

5 Nl S5 dlal 5 0L s Ol @ slg
::ffti)c.l:}.h:u'dxk?(&;j,\g
Cd Gy Sl Ghlad e & W
Ol i W)y dmsls, Codz O
o 1y ol S asL ad e sllas dia
w\dﬁ)uw\)\»,wu,*u
Ol *dte Ll Al au,)@)&x
4,.3\ u\)} U\W}rff L;.Af-.!wb\
Obe s s 340 .u\? P a:}») V}
£, ol asl Jols §.u .l Bl ol
St Nloost by pm o b Ol
aw\ﬁgawa\}(w&;am
w"\ Sbaa 1 MLW} '\ .nf
N dLo}JaUa u,w\..#\ OV 1 8 sy
f'..)‘)v\:r‘\ 5 o5k ekl g Jedllysus b
5 b bl de BT Ol s §
R RIBTISEE TRy JULLCI S
A Gllos o e o BT Gl &
Qo 35 pd e wbicaey Oy ) iy
Ogaldl) Jands 1

wiy“p\f)\ug:l‘;

clé bé}f r);/ A{ ‘_\:f‘”"\‘p "MLJA.-A ug 5

S5 e 8 dy A3y 0358 sl onn§
A dalllan 5 515 4 Jgntin DL 5 o5

AVK4.206.03x, DWNP

v3#05 p.035-036

AB02213

To: Binish Haqju, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The letter which you had written to the Afnan was noted. In
one respect it brought the utmost joy and delight, for it indi-
cated the firmness and steadfastness of the righteous ones and
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the shining forth of lights. From another aspect it brought sor-
row that despite the explicit divine texts and the repetition of
this explicitness in the Tablets, how do such events occur?

Although these incidents are like foam from the force of the
flood, they are without foundation, and “As for the foam,
it vanisheth as a worthless thing, while that which profiteth
mankind remaineth on earth.” No importance should be given
to it. A tree without roots will wither and dry up of its own
accord.

On page 190 in the book published in India, observe and the
truth will become evident like the sun. There is no need for
the Pen of the Covenant to be occupied with these matters.
However, those five from the twenty-four - now it is not per-
mitted to explicitly name them, but later it will be - but the
person in question is not one of them, for they were and are
each a luminous flame and a divine candle.

Praise be to God that you acted according to the divine teach-
ings, the doors of success were opened and you became trusted
by eminent souls. It became clear and evident how much a per-
son becomes confirmed and assisted when they arise according
to the trustworthiness mentioned in the Book.

i Convey utmost love and kindness to Jenab-i-Aqa Sayfullah Zar-

gani, and deliver the enclosed letter to Jenab-i-Mirza Abdul-
Hussein Khan.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04205

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-11

O longtime friend and intimate companion! For some time
it has been autumn season and severe conflict, therefore the
thankful birds have been sleeping in the nest of silence and qui-
etude and we have not corresponded with each other. But now
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the life-giving spring has come, the morning breeze is blowing,
the dawn of hope is breaking, the eastern wind brings tidings
of the Kind Friend, the April cloud weeps and the meadow
laughs. It is all the time for music and song, for melody and
shahnavaz, so that the nightingale’s song may reach the King-
dom of Mystery. Although the calamity that has befallen and
the tribulation that has occurred brings sorrow and grieves the
heart and soul, yet the favors of the Most Merciful Lord are
all-encompassing and the eternal bounty is attained and per-
fect. Though the night is dark, yet the brilliant candle and the
Kingdom of Mysteries through great bounty are manifest. The
confirmations of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones, bestow joy and gladness upon every
sorrowful and bleeding heart, and bring speech to every silent
and quiet one. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

2 The Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust
of His loved ones’ feet, once told a humorous story. If possible,
that story will be related in a message. Therefore do not be
sad.
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AB06697

To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-11

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
Praise be to God that in Shiraz you are in harmony with the
divine fragrances and are the cause of joy and delight to the
servants of the Self-Sufficient Lord. His honor Bashir Sultan
was the cause of the spirit and fragrance of the friends. Though
he has traveled to another land, praise be to God that your
appointment in Shiraz has been established. The wine is the
same wine, though in a different cup. In any case, as much
as you can, sacrifice heart and soul so that you may bring the
loved ones of the All-Merciful into ecstasy and rapture and
become the cause of abundant joy, and may you always be
the means of correspondence for the people of mystery, so that
the confirmations of the Kingdom may become your intimate
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companion. Convey utmost longing to all the friends. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

AB07254

To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan
Date: 1919-Mar-11

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Your letter was received
and the plundering and pillaging became known. These past
years were days of revolution. In days of revolution, a mi-
rage is counted as water. Therefore, hardship and distress are
requirements of times of insecurity. Whatever happened has
passed. Convey utmost kindness on my behalf to the relatives
of His Holiness the Shaykh. You should establish a school in
Isfahan or in the villages and become engaged in the educa-
tion of children. Consider this important matter as one of the
most important affairs. And when the roads are opened and
communication becomes regular again, recommendations will
be made regarding the survivors of His Holiness the Shaykh.
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To: Agnes S Parsons, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Mar-12

...it is today incumbent upon the believers to forget and lay
aside every thought and every pre-occupation save the diffu-
sion of the Fragrances of God and the promulgation of Divine
Teachings.

They ought to concentrate all energies and all efforts upon the
guidance of people, perchance, God willing, the illumination
of the oneness of the world of existence may be made resplen-
dent, ideal characteristics may be made to overcome material
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forces, the splendor of the Realm of the Kingdom may encom-
pass all things, the hearts of men may turn into polished and
clear mirrors wherein the Sun of Truth shall shine, this anti-
quated world may be rejuvenated and the animal realm may
be transformed into a human world.

For today in the hearts of all men the flames of conscience and
of God are quenched and the obscurity of the animal world,
i.e., the characteristics and requisites of the world of nature
are all-surrounding and paramount. All peoples are captives
of nature and thus effort with heart and soul, must be exerted
in order to emancipate from this thralldom of nature the world
of humanity and cause it to become the manifestation of the
Light of the Realm of Reason and of the Kingdom; that they
may not be satisfied with the few days of life in this earthly
abode but rather seek everlasting life and eternal glory and
sovereignty. In fine, this matter is all-important and all the
friends must seek diligently to spread the Word of God in the
east as well as the west.

Reflect thou! Thou shalt consider that the Call to the King-
dom of God emanates exclusively from the Baha’is; that is
why their highest and heartiest wish is Universal Peace and
their desire is the Oneness of mankind. They are holding aloof
from superstitions and prejudices; they investigate the Truth;
they are enkindled with the fire of the Love of God; are fresh,
satisfied and watered with the showers of the Bounty of the
Kingdom of God; they are intoxicated with the liquor of the
Knowledge of God and are unaware of themselves as well as of
others.

This day, this matter is of extreme importance, the friends
must hold fast unto it that the world may be illumined....

PN_ various p016x

AB01807

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Mandalay
Date: 1919-Mar-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou & 22 6T olg § Jab ol , ol )
hadst written to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-Taqi was perused. It s w v c28 ai>Me (554 054 ¢35,
brought the utmost joy and gladness, for it was a mighty proof — , 0Ll @y, o s Ly A& e
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of the firmness of the friends in the Cause of the Lord, the All-
Loving. Praise be to God that during these years of upheaval,
intense tribulation and universal war, the friends remained in
the utmost steadfastness and firmness. They showed no weak-
ness nor did they fall short.

Now praise be to God that the dust of war has settled and
the thundering of cannons and rifles has been silenced. The
dawn of peace and tranquility is beginning to break. We must
now strive so that the ignorant may be freed from religious,
racial, economic and even national prejudices, released from
all bonds, and become fully attached to the unity of the hu-
man world, so that this dark cloud of six thousand years that
had made the horizons gloomy may be dispersed through the
power of knowledge and wisdom, and the light of the oneness
of humanity may encompass the world.

Religion must become the cause of affinity between men, racial
zeal must be transformed into zeal for humankind, the earth
must become one homeland, and the human world must be-
come the mirror reflecting the divine realm. Pure souls must
arise and the divine lights must shine forth in the glass of hearts.
Souls must find new life and the power of the Greatest Name
must create such connection that East and West embrace each
other. The darkness of error must be dispelled and the light
of guidance must shine upon the world like the brilliant moon.
Hell must be transformed into the highest paradise and the
depths of darkness must acquire the grace and freshness of the
highest heaven. Divine breezes are wafting and the eternal
spirit bestows everlasting life.

Convey to each and every one of the divine friends the Most
Glorious Greetings, especially to Jinab-i-Ali Sahib Vakil and
the family of the one who ascended to God, Aqga Siyyid Mahdi.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Louise Waite, in Los Angeles
Date: 1919-Mar-15

O dear maidservant of Baha'u’llah! The letter you wrote to
Mr. Tudor-Pole was reviewed. It is as you wrote - today
the greatest importance lies in spreading the divine teachings.
That is what causes fellowship between all religions and peoples
on earth, brings East and West into embrace, fully connects
North and South to each other, raises high the tent of the
oneness of humanity, lays the foundation of universal peace,
delivers mankind from the darkness of the world of nature to
the luminosity of the Kingdom, liberates all hearts, and brings
glad tidings of God to all spirits.

As for your question about reincarnation, it is best to refer to
the Book of Certitude which issued from the Supreme Pen. It
explains in detail. These are divine texts, and there it is clearly
stated that return refers to the return of human perfections and
divine illumination. The Book of Certitude has been translated
and is the decisive judgment - study it carefully.

Regarding what you wrote about certain childish actions of
some people - praise be to God, you handled it well and through
the power of the Covenant you resisted these foolish movements
and helped protect the Cause of God, striving until the truth
became evident and clear to the people of those regions. These
souls are like children - every hour they make some new fanciful
movement, but it is like writing on water. Soon you will see
that neither trace nor fruit remains of them. The sea of the
Covenant strikes one wave and casts out these foams.

Consider thou, at the time of Christ and after Him, how many
childish attempts have been made by different persons! What
claims they have advanced and what a multitude have they
gathered around themselves! Even Arius attracted to himself
a million and a half followers and strove and endeavoured to
sow the seeds of sedition in the Cause of Christ. But eventually
the sea of Christ surged and cast out all the gathering froth
and nothing was left behind save everlasting malediction.

In any case, occupy yourselves with promoting the divine teach-
ings so that you may render a mighty service to the oneness of
humanity and become the cause of promoting universal peace.
May the human world become a mirror of the divine Kingdom
and the lights of the realm of might shine forth in the world of
existence.
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Convey my utmost love and kindness to all the friends, espe-
cially your esteemed husband Mr. Waite. Upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#05 p.096, BLO_ PT#052.34

AB07863

To: Will Levington Comfort, in Los Angeles
Date: 1919-Mar-15

O thou son of the Kingdom!

Praise be to God that like unto a torch thou hast been ignited,
and like unto a star thou hast shone. This light is the light
of reality, which is divine guidance, and not a material one.
It is a heavenly lamp and not an earthly one which, although
it reveals objects, yet it does not discover and comprehend
them, i.e., it is unaware of the world of things, and simply
reveals them to the eye; while on the other hand, the light of
Truth both reveals and discovers objects and does moreover
comprehend them.

Praise be to God that thou hast attained to such a light.
Upon thee be Baha’u’l-Abha!

SW_ v10409 p.185, BSTW#447

AB02976

To: Jean B Masson, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Mar-17

O thou herald of the Kingdom! The detailed letter which thou
hadst written was perused. Its contents brought joy. It con-
tained good news. Praise God that thou hast become the cause
of spreading the heavenly teachings and hast served the one-
ness of the world of humanity, so that these prejudices - reli-
gious, sectarian, racial, political, economic and even patriotic
- may be eliminated from among men and the light of divine
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love may illumine the realm of hearts. My hope is that day by
day thou wilt become more successful and, as thou should and
must, serve the world of humanity, cherish mankind, kindle the
lamp of guidance in every heart, and serve the world of morality
so that human realities may be freed from the darkness of the
world of nature, which is pure animality, and become illumined
by the light of the divine realm. What service is greater than
this? What glory is more exalted than this? What majesty is
higher than this? What sovereignty is mightier than this? I
hope thou wilt be confirmed.

As for Margaret Nelson, she has been freed from this dark
prison of the earthly world and hastened to the pure world. I
pray for her and beseech forgiveness and pardon from the Lord
of Creation, that she may find rest and comfort in the realm
of the Kingdom.

The article which thou hadst written in the Helena Daily Inde-
pendent was received and read. Blessed art thou for God hath
confirmed thee in this mighty service. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#03 p.043-044

AB05245

To: Dorothy Nelson, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Mar-17

O precious maidservant of God! Recite this prayer at the divine
threshold and seek forgiveness for your sister. And this is the
prayer:

O Forgiving and Merciful Lord! My dear sister Margaret has
hastened from this world to Your world, and grown weary of
the mortal realm to soar to the divine realm. She was a bird
without nest or shelter who longed for a home and refuge in
the celestial realm. She was a thirsty fish who yearned to be
immersed in the ocean of lights. O God! We are captives to
endless sins and in need of pardon and forgiveness. We are
lost but have hastened toward You. We are destitute but seek
the flowing treasure. We are helpless with broken wings yet
we walk in Your path. O Lord! Grant pardon and bestow
forgiveness. You are the refuge and shelter of sinners and You
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are the Bestower and Illuminator in the realm of heaven. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#03 p.044

AB00982

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan
Date: 1919-Mar-25

O God! I beseech Thee, O Light of earth and heaven, and I
implore Thee, O Creator of all beings! Thou seest my tears
flowing, my sighs burning, and my intense anguish from this
calamity that has befallen me and this tragedy that has struck
me. I heard the voice of the mourner announcing the passing of
Thy truthful servant, firm and steadfast in Thy love, his heart
overflowing with Thy remembrance, his tears streaming, his
heart aflame, his patience exhausted in longing to meet Thee.

O Lord! He was a lion roaring in Thy thickets, a dove cooing
in Thy gardens, a spirit attracted by Thy fragrances, a tongue
speaking Thy praise, a heart melting in Thy love, a pulsing
artery in the body of creation, and a cup brimming with the
wine of faith.

O Lord! He served at Thy sacred threshold, secluded himself
in the precincts of Thy gate of oneness, protected Thy mighty
fortress, spread Thy manifest light, and never faltered for a
moment in servitude at the threshold of Thy mercy and the
throne of Thy divine sovereignty.

How many nights, O my God, did he stay awake while the
stars shone, immersed in waves of grief as oppressive people
rose against him, aimed at him arrows of suspicion, and lev-
eled against him spears of cruel tyranny - his only crime being
belief in Thee and Thy verses, acceptance of Thy words, procla-
mation of Thy glad tidings, and promotion of Thy teachings
among Thy servants.

How many souls, O my God, didst Thou guide through him,
how many hearts didst Thou gladden, how many minds didst
Thou enlighten, how many eyes didst Thou open, how many
ears didst Thou cause to hear, and how many dead didst Thou
revive by breathing into them the spirit of life!
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O Lord! He was a brilliant star in the horizon of faith, a
drawn sword among the hosts of creation, a radiant lamp in
the gathering of divine knowledge, a rising light at the dawn
of existence, an unveiler of hidden mysteries in the realm of
being, soaring on wings of longing to the praised station.

O Lord! In his steadfastness to Thy Covenant, no critic’s
blame nor tyrant’s doubt could shake him. His feet did not
slip through any tempter’s whispers nor slanderer’s insinua-
tions nor detractor’s hints. Rather his feet remained as firm
as mighty mountains and towering peaks. He sacrificed his life
repeatedly in Thy path and yearned for death in his longing
to meet Thee, until he fulfilled his covenant while beseeching
and supplicating before Thee, longing to attain Thy presence
and yearning to ascend to Thy sacred threshold.

O Lord! Honor his resting place, grant his desire, immerse
him in the seas of pardon and forgiveness, and admit him to
the proximity of Thy greatest mercy in the midst of Paradise,
that he may plunge into the seas of light and attain the greatest
gift in the kingdom of mysteries. Verily Thou art the Generous,
Thou art the Forgiving, the Merciful, Thou art the Mighty, the
All-Pardoning.
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AB01042
To: Spiritual Assembly of Bombay, India
Date: 1919-Mar-25
O divine friends! Praise be to God that in the midst of revo- *ams ;5 & |, lis as 7y 6L:>\ &!

lution, turmoil and this severe war, the friends remained firm
and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament. They showed
no shortcoming or laxity, but rather demonstrated abundant
determination. Now that this storm has subsided, they will
surely arise with greater joy and delight than before to sacri-
fice their lives.

You observe that in the field of possibility, whatever seed you
sow will ultimately lead to regret, yielding no result or fruit.
However, if the seed of guidance is sown in the field of real-
ity, the greatest blessing will become manifest and apparent,
exemplifying the blessed verse “like a grain that grows seven
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ears, with a hundred grains in each ear, for God gives mani-
fold increase to whom He will.” Consider that all who dwell on
earth are farmers and sowers of seeds, but which of them has
reaped a harvest and found everlasting fruit? At most, one
plants a sapling and dedicates their life to it until their last
breath, and for some days that tree bears fruit, then becomes
mere wood and firewood. But the divine Farmer - whatever
He sows bears fruit and forms eternal harvests. Therefore, one
must wholly devote their determination to sowing seeds in the
field of reality. This is what will benefit you in this world and
the next.

From these wartime upheavals, a wonderful capacity has been
created among people. The divine teachings are the spirit of
this age, and ears are ready to hear, so that, God willing, the
unity of the human world will pitch its tent at the pole of
the horizons, and these religious, sectarian, racial and even na-
tional prejudices will be eliminated. People will become like
God’s sheep, and God the kind Shepherd of these sheep. They
will become intimate with each other, estrangement will vanish
and unity will unveil its countenance. In any case, O divine
friends, become like Israfil’s trumpet and breathe the spirit of
life into the body of possibility. Be with each other in utmost
love and harmony, even sacrificing your lives for one another.
If someone shows any shortcoming, treat them with forgiveness
and tolerance. At most, offer a few words of advice with com-
plete humility, and let that advice not be devoid of spirituality
and fragrance. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Since Mr. Mirza Mahmud has no permanent means of liveli-
hood, and for the glory of God’s Cause the teachers must be
free from necessary expenses so they can move with perfect in-
dependence, therefore from the Huquq pay him monthly sixty
(60) rupees. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02858

To: Aminih Bagum, in Isfahan
Date: 1919-Mar-25

O God! O Forgiver of sins, Remover of afflictions, and Con-
cealer of faults! I stretch forth unto Thee the hands of suppli-
cation and entreaty, and call upon Thee with utmost humility
and contrition, seeking forgiveness for Thy pure and holy hand-
maiden. I commune with Thee with an anguished heart and
flowing tears, that Thou mayest forgive this handmaiden who
believed in Thee and Thy verses, was attracted by Thy fra-
grances, and remained firm in Thy Covenant and Testament.

My Lord! She never wavered in serving Thy loved ones and
comforting Thy servants. She spent her wealth upon the weak
and the poor, seeking Thy good pleasure. She had no hope save
in Thy gracious countenance, and no desire except to exert the
utmost effort to bring comfort to Thy loved ones. My Lord!
She was a treasure to every poor one, a shelter to every captive,
a refuge to every stranger. Her generosity was as a flowing
spring to every thirsty soul, and a comfort to every wanderer
and wayfarer.

My Lord! She spent her days bestowing good and charitable
deeds, and the end of her life was the beginning of divine favors.
My Lord! Embrace this tranquil soul with Thy pardon and
forgiveness. Make her well-pleased and pleasing through Thy
bounty and benevolence. Illumine her countenance with the
light of divine favors in the highest Paradise and the supreme
Heaven, near Thy most great mercy. Verily Thou art the For-
giver, verily Thou art the Pardoner, verily Thou art the Suffi-
cient, the Healing, the Faithful to every grateful servant. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Forgiving, the Ever-Relenting to
every handmaiden who sought forgiveness for her sins with
a heart overflowing with Thy remembrance in the Garden of
Delight.
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AB09845

To: Muhammad Bashir Kiyani, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-Mar-25

...The ascension of his honor Samandar (may the spirits of the
sincere ones be a sacrifice unto him) has caused the utmost
sorrow and regret. Whatever might be mentioned would fail
to express what lies in the heart. Soon a prayer will be sent,
upon reading which you will realize to what degree grief, pain,
and anguish have been experienced. Yet praise be to God
that that divine tree of the gardens of bounty has left behind
branches of utmost grace and spirituality who will keep his
lamp burning bright and his field a rose garden....
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AB02861

To: Unknown, in Isfahan
Date: 1919-Mar-26

O my God, my God! I pour forth my sorrows and grief unto
Thee, for anguish hath seized me upon hearing the voice of the
herald announcing the passing of Thy servant, the noble scion
of that glorious and distinguished man who was martyred in
Thy path and whose pure blood was shed upon the earth in his
love for Thee, his face radiant, his heart attracted, his spirit
rejoicing in his ascension to the kingdom of Thy sanctity.

O Lord! This noble scion followed in the footsteps of his il-
lustrious father upon the straight path and the right way. He
spent his days with eyes gladdened by beholding Thy signs, his
breast dilated by the holy fragrances of Thy grace, his tongue
loosened in Thy praise, his heart strengthened in Thy love. He
never faltered in serving Thy loved ones and sacrificed his spirit
in the path of Thy faithful ones.

O Lord! Tribulation and adversity befell him, and he bore
every hardship and affliction, yet remained thankful to Thee
for every great calamity and mighty ordeal.
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O Lord! He never found rest throughout his life and spared
no effort in serving the friends until he heard the call from on
high: “O thou soul who art well-assured, return unto thy Lord,
well-pleased and well-pleasing!” He answered this call, left this
earthly home, and winged his flight to the divine Kingdom, the
celestial realm.

O Lord! Honor his resting place and grant him an exalted seat
of truth, transported by the wine of reunion in the highest
Paradise, immersed in the ocean of lights in the Kingdom of
mysteries. Verily, Thou art the Pardoner, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving.
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AB05804

To: Aqa Muhsin Khan Firuzi, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-26

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Your
radiant letter arrived on the most auspicious day. Although for
some time I had not conversed with you, now praise be to God,
the closed doors have opened and the blocked pathways have
become accessible. With the utmost joy and delight I write
to you, dear Khan, and share the inner secrets and hidden
mysteries. The secret whispers and melodies of heart and soul
are attraction to and love of the Beloved, and the protected
symbol and concealed mystery is the knowledge of the All-
Merciful Lord. This is the firm and strong connection between
us. I hope that correspondence will continue henceforth and
the friends will be stirred by the fragrances of the All-Merciful.
Convey most glorious greetings to the maidservant of God, the
attracted one, sister Zahra Sultan. Upon you and upon her be
the Most Glorious Glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e 53 e bl Slnky Colee )
sLd oy L}:‘ﬂ Lo 3L ey 5
ca glays @ aH J s G
Sl 48 e Spdn slaoly 5 03,28
flo 46 Ol Ol L 0, 5 s
50 e 05K PRI
Sl Ol o2y Sld21 Ol 5 s )]
S han 0586 g Ogas o s
Obe o (e ;‘ daly cad) Cl ey
L s Al LA o2 dne § Ol !
Ldoed) iAol el GlRsl ey Ol
3 EO gl gl o Ollak a0 52

e T e 5 e

INBA&4:496a

88


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/282.pdf#page=224
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=499

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

AB01244

AB07560

To: Mirza Habibullah Davasaz, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-26

O thou who art attracted to the Covenant! Thy services at
the Supreme Threshold are accepted and at the Divine Court.
Thou art truly firm and steadfast, and art established and
unwavering at the Threshold of the Ancient Beauty. In Shiraz
thou art full of melody and song, and engaged in diffusing the
divine fragrances. This endeavor is proof of the nobility of thy
nature, and this service is the cause of nearness to the Court
of Oneness. I beseech God that day by day confirmations may
increase and success may appear. And this is not difficult for
God. Convey yearning greetings to all the friends. And upon
thee be the Glory of God the Most Glorious.

Lo dze ys coboss Olg 5 dee Ogae (¢
s S i |3 LS o8 s 5 ke
)\ﬁ))&mﬁ}ﬁbﬁﬁdbdw\).:j
U.'" 6)‘3‘4 a&\ C)lawjiw}}f)‘)—"} MWJ;
@J&@\,@\gpcﬁ}cQujw
Sr””‘f s 5 ol o855 oy 3
o s A By G5 s Ak 42U Den )
sBlze oZ 1Lk mm i Al e U3

@Cm A S ol

INBA84:477

AB01244

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Mar-27

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your recent letter was re-
ceived. Its contents indicated that praise be to God, the loved
ones of God are serving at the Sacred Threshold with utmost
dignity and steadfastness, illumining hearts, perfuming spirits
and making gatherings fragrant with musk. This was joyous
news that praise be to God, the Ancient Beauty has servants
who are established at His Threshold, awake and vigilant, striv-
ing with the utmost effort to spread the divine teachings and
sacrificing their lives with full power to educate souls.

In these days when the gates of joy are opened and the breasts
of the longing ones are dilated with verses of happiness and
gladness, we must strive night and day with heavenly power,
divine might, eternal confirmation and godly success so that
this pitch darkness may be transformed into the greatest light,
and this strife and conflict between the peoples of the world
may be eliminated through the power of the Most Great Name.
May the star of human oneness rise and the banner of universal
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peace cast its shadow over all regions. May the verses of unity
be chanted and noble souls be exalted. May this transient
furnace become an eternal rose garden and the face of the
earth become the highest paradise.

As for those souls you mentioned who have hastened to the
Supreme Concourse and winged their flight to the Abha King-
dom, I supplicated with utmost humility, lowliness and need
for pardon and forgiveness from the Self-Sufficient Lord.

The renewal of the spiritual gathering through the efforts of
Muhammad Bagqir Khan and Mirza Muhammad Ali Khan was
most timely - blessed are they and excellent is their final abode.
Your honor stands firm in service and Jinab-i-Mirza Habibullah
Khan is the manifestation of endless confirmation, successful in
promoting the divine teachings and confirmed in guiding souls.
We beseech and hope from divine favors that these blessed
souls may be successful in all things through the confirmation
of the Incomparable Lord.

From the Kingdom of Forgiveness, pardon and blessing were
sought for the departed one who ascended to the horizon of
sanctity, the late Aqa Husayn Aga. Convey on behalf of Abdul-
Baha utmost kindness and boundless love to the noble bereaved
ones, and likewise convey to Mirza Siyyid Abdullah the utmost
longing from Abdul-Baha. I beseech God to make them signs
of guidance among mankind and confirmed by the hosts of the
Supreme Concourse.

i And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12153

To: Maurice Chambers, in New Zealand
Date: 1919-Mar-30

O thou wooer of Reality!

The letter dated February 24th 1919 which thou hadst written
from Cairo, Egypt, was received. Its contents indicated that
praise be to God, the power of thy perception is keen, thou hast
thereby attained to the truth and art absorbed in devising a
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plan by which thou mayest save the world of Humanity and
promulgate Divine Instructions.

This endeavour bestows life upon the world of existence and
is the means of the enlightenment of man in the kingdom of
God. My hope is that thou mayest engage fully and efficiently
in this service and may be the cause of the spirituality and
illumination of mankind.

Thou art clearly observing how dismal and dark has grown the
world of humanity, how the gloom of nature has surrounded
all things and how the light of the kingdom has been utterly
concealed. His Holiness Christ has sacrificed His life and His
Holiness Baha’u’llah has spent His days in prison and in con-
finement in banishment and exile that perchance mankind may
be emancipated from the darkness of nature and may be illu-
mined with the light of the kingdom and that human souls may
become heavenly angels.

But still the world of humanity is a world of nature and dark-
ness is superimposed upon darkness. The hope is however
entertained that through the efforts of the chosen ones of God
mankind may become illumined, that the oneness of the world
of humanity may be made resplendent and that souls may be
guided who will establish the weal and welfare of the world of
creation.

; The letter thou hast enclosed has been perused. His honor,

Mr. Robert Felkins, is indeed a respected personage and his
wish is service to the world of humanity, his purpose is right
and his aspiration is lofty. Thou must be very grateful to him
for he has bestowed light upon thy sight, hast caused thee to
become heavenly when thou wert earthly, celestial when thou
pertained to the nether world and has led thee to light when
thou wert in darkness. I have met him at Lady Blomfield’s
and in a single interview he made rapid spiritual progress. The
lamp that is endowed with capacity will be instantly lit when
brought close to fire while a wet log when cast amidst the
flames will send forth nothing save smoke. My hope is that
both of you may become enlightened lamps and may bestow
the light of guidance upon the world of humanity. Upon thee
be Baha-il-Abha.
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To: May A Brooker, in Akron, OH
Date: 1919-Mar-30

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! The letter thou hadst writ-
ten on January 22nd, 1919, was received. Praise thou the Lord,
that thou hast bee ushered into the divine Kingdom as one of
the chosen people of God and the light of guidance hath been
reflected upon thy pure heart like unto a light which is ignited
in a lamp and a candle which bestows light to a gathering;
thou hast organized a meeting and hast been engaged in the
promulgation of divine teachings.

Rest thou assured that divine confirmations shall reach (thee)
and heavenly cohorts shall assure (thee) the victory and that
thyself and thy respected husband shall attain unto everlasting
life and shall serve the oneness of the world of humanity, and
shall bring together other souls under the shade of the pavilion
of the Kingdom.

Convey longing greeting to Mr. Rusell Brooker and tell him:
“Praise the Lord, for He hath flung open to thy face the door
of Solomon’s wisdom, and pray God that he may bestow upon
thee an everlasting sovereignty, for Solomon’s kingship was
ephemeral, it passed away and did not remain forever, while
the sovereignty of the love of God is perpetual and endless. |
hope that thou mayest sit on this throne and that is firmness
and steadfastness in the love of God.”

As to thy new business, the former trade...is the cause of thy
comfort. The new business will engage greatly your mind. It is
advisable for thee to engage in the previous trade and devote
the rest of your time to spiritual matters.

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha)

SW__v104#09 p.184-185, BSTW#426
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To: Olive G Couch, in New York
Date: 1919-Mar-30

O thou attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter dated January 31st, 1919, was received. Although
I am bodily far and remote, yet in spirit I associate and am
intimate with you. Do not be grieved. Divine beatitude is
thy possession and divine glad-tidings abide with thee. This
bliss and gladness is not followed by grief and this illumination
leaves no room for darkness.

At the present engage in service to the Kingdom of God. When-
ever the ways will be opened and the means will be fully pro-
vided by which thou mayest travel in perfect comfort and ease
then thou hast permission to present thyself.

Convey my greeting to Mrs. Beede. It was a long time that
the (holy) leaves were awaiting the receipt of her news, but so
far no letter has been received from her. But now that you
have informed us of her news the whole family has been made
grateful.

Upon thee be greeting and praise!

SW__ v10#09 p.185

ABO05670

To: Frankland, Alex J et al., in Berkeley, CA
Date: 1919-Mar-51

O ye two blessed souls! Your letter was received. From its
contents it became known that the days of our meeting are
remembered and not forgotten. And now it is known that
you have moved to Berkeley. I beseech God that it may yield
beneficial effects and become the cause of the spread of divine
teachings. Do not look to your own capacity - look to the di-
vine confirmations. If you arise to serve the Kingdom as you
should and must, you will observe that the heavenly divine con-
firmations will arrive successively. Day by day it will become
brighter. Do not look to the small size of the gathering you
have arranged - through sincerity of intention it will expand.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

93


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_10/Issue_9

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

ABO00805

Therefore, strive in sincerity of intention and exertion of effort
so that like a magnet you may attract divine confirmations.
Convey my greetings to dear daughter Helen. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#238

AB00805

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-Apr-01

O ye proponents of the covenant and testament, your letter
dated 22 Safar 1337 was received. In these days of strife, ablaze
with the fire of war, all the peoples of the world are captive
to distress and dismay. In the words of the poet, ‘There is no
thorn that is not red with the blood of the martyrs, a calamity
akin to the hunter who has left the desert after reaching his
quarry’.

Buildings have been destroyed, edifices razed to the ground, the
exalted abased and the wealthy become desolate. Fathers were
killed, sons were orphaned and mothers shed tears of blood at
the funerals of their children. Cries of lament were raised in all
lands, the skies are constantly filled with howling and wailing
and every territory was as the inferno of hell.

These woes and tribulations are the result of acts contrary to
the divine exhortations and disobedience to the sacred com-
mands of God clearly and directly revealed in the tablets of
forty to fifty years ago in which these events were, in their
entirety, printed and spread out and clear counsels explained.
Also, Abdu’l-Baha, in meetings and gatherings in the temples
and churches of the West cried out ‘O ye who are gathered
here, the entire continent of Europe has become an arsenal for
arms and munitions waiting for a spark to start the blaze of
war and tremble the planet earth. O people of reason follow
the divine exhortations lest this great danger does not happen’.

But as the wise Sana’i says: ‘revealing the secret of Sana’i to
the ignorant is as playing the Oud to the deaf and holding the
mirror to the blind’ Thus all that should not have happened
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did happen and still the wayward people are heedless and un-
aware. Verses and warnings are futile. However, the beloved of
God, guided by the divine teachings, estranged from any dis-
pute and political intrigue, were safe and protected. Thanks
be to God that it has become evident to all that Baha’is are
lovers of peace and are kind to all. They adore the world of
humanity and deeply love all mankind. They are devoid of all
foolish prejudices, be it religious, ethnic or nationalistic. They
consider the earth as one country and all its inhabitants as
the herd of one kind, divine Shepherd. This is what had been
promised by God in all books and scriptures.

5 However, the passing of the sacred souls to the throne of the
most High and the death of the manifestations of endless
bounty has caused great sorrow. Yet when we consider the
exalted station of these sacred souls we find comfort and
consolation and we hear constantly with heart and soul their
song of rejoicing and exultation calling “would that my people
knew how gracious my Lord has been to me, how highly He
has exalted me.” The melody of these birds of the immortal
nest in the highest paradise brings joy to all souls. Comfort
the family members of that spiritual soul on my behalf and
convey my condolences. Glory be upon thee.

35 b As Sy alaly V1L s
Y wiK S s i Bl i
A st Al ds LA LY
BEIE) JJJ}:)K)J Lﬁc‘Jﬁ)\ d)>- d\:)
d}.,a.o 9 L).ds'- u\:éjﬁ’ Ao ML.« )}e\
wfﬂ,uhu{;,);m%\m\,b
(H‘J\"G*ﬁdlfﬂ} Nyss G 0Lk &
MJ ab:- s‘\.hta u‘..,,a:u )\ .AU\) Cw 9
\) Ué)‘ ‘oj -\,&)b 4.“19_’ L9>- A.J.A o\)>-
‘) u-ﬁ‘)y‘ JC o G?:) asls -\»\) u.la)

I 5 Gl 3 o)l

Sy y el G Sole 58 50 5 by 5
NE & ol el e Sloss allas
saalzal Ola sy alle Sllic s O Ll
Jole bl 1 R ki s O
S50 L bly Lgbly Kaal o5 8 5 535
Gl g e Ol 5 s f— 4:«.\3 C})\
&Jd)&ﬁ’udﬂ&)’dt’
dts,,u,mu\),u O 3157 Lo ¢ S
2 350 sl L3 e Jo) Do *aden
S e 5 kil OF 0Bl
S 5 Al Sy s day bl (1S
PN

BRL_DAK#0316, MSHR5.211-213

AB03130

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1919-Apr-01

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated Febru-
ary 9, 1919 was received. The letter brought joy, for its con-
tents indicated that you are protected and preserved from the
evil of the Covenant-breakers, that you are explaining the di-
vine teachings, serving the unity of the human world, are free
from the ignorant prejudices that are ingrained in nations and
peoples, and are a well-wisher of all humanity. Convey my
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respectful greetings to Monsieur Moser and his esteemed wife.
Whenever the roads become properly open again, surely we
shall meet. Convey spiritual greetings to the near handmaiden
of God Miss Rose, and likewise to Mirza Lutfu’llah, and like-
wise to the handmaiden of God Nur Mahal. And upon thee
and upon her be the Most Glorious Glory.

2 Monsieur Moser is truly a pure lover of all humanity, and like-
wise his respected wife. But alas, no one except you knows
the value of their services. My hope is that the people of the
Kingdom will appreciate them. Pure seeds must be sown in
pure soil for the harvest to form and divine blessings to ap-
pear. Consider the farmers of old - what manner of farmers
received endless blessings. And upon thee and upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Vigariyyih et al.,
Date: 1919-Apr-01

m Qazvin

O luminous leaves! Your letter was received. Praise be to God,
it was evidence of the luminosity and spirituality of those hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful, that with perfect steadfastness
and constancy you have undertaken to learn the new language
and are occupied with thoughts and mention of the divine King-
dom. Your gathering is bright and illumined, and your meeting
is perfumed with the fragrances of the love of God. We hope
that the Assembly of Purification will become true to its name,
and the Assembly for the Diffusion of Divine Fragrances will
become the manifestation of evident signs, that you will find
an eloquent tongue in teaching and will be successful and con-
firmed with the confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom
in all respects. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Vaiz Qazving
Date: 1919-Apr-01

O herald of truth! The recent letter was received and its con-
tents were sweet as sugar. The interruption of news was truly
a cause of sorrow, but there was a clear messenger and faithful
courier between us, and that reciprocal feeling of heart and
conscience. Praise be to God that for this reason the spiritual
connections are continuous and the conscientious feelings are
sustained. We must give thanks to the Intended Lord that He
has distinguished His loved ones with such mighty means and
made them the recipients of ancient grace. At all times remem-
brance of you is in mind and mention of you flows from the
tongue. Convey loving greetings to all the friends. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Siyavash Farsi (Siyavash Sifidvash), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-02

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter of the 19th
of Rabi’u’th-Thani 1337 was received. Its contents brought
sweetness to the palate of the yearning ones, for it contained
good tidings and evidence of the steadfastness, constancy and
faithfulness of the divine friends. Praise be to God that in
these troublesome years, when the masses are intoxicated with
the wine of pride, and the people of Iran are subjugated and
senseless in the hands of various parties—each day bringing
turmoil and sedition, each moment bringing weakness and
dissension—the revolutionary party caused disturbance, and
the unity party brought forth discord; the democratic party
rose up in autocracy, and the party of accord became the
cause of division; the evil divines laid Iran waste, and mindless
leaders each came to power, ultimately becoming abased and
humiliated. In such times, the Baha’is remained in utmost
tranquility, dignity and composure, detached from every
sedition, engaged in service to all from the sidelines, and

VYTV QGJ\@) 1a sl Olg el o
O OBlie (-K olias 31 Sl Jse
M s il G gl Ly caS
§ 5y A OLL by 5 Culizal 5 ok
3 s s IMey, Gl o yo b A
S 33 Ol Sl g 5 0# 5 Cawe 55 5 200l
O ey Aoty s pSe adki Ol
OBl G Gasy 5 g3 0o p Gu
Sy S of s w Clhal e
AJ\J..uf'- L\Jig; o oS Codes
Sat &y Bl osf 5 Cly sl
gy e s i35 Oy 1y O ey (sl A2
5 M3 el sl 8y K mia
Sl oo 0Lk BByl Cpr o Nal s
Gas a5l 6 5 Oluabl 5,15 05
535 Kl s et B 5l

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 97


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf

Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May)

AB00237

found themselves firmly established at the center. Throughout
the world they raised the standard of universal peace and
called mankind to love, reconciliation and the unity of the
human world. All that was explicitly revealed in the Sacred
Tablets fifty years ago has been realized like the sun in the
realm of existence and become clear and evident.

Praise be to God that now the dark dust has somewhat settled
and the horizon of the human world has gained some relief
from the dark clouds. I hope that through the confirmations
of the Abha Kingdom, wise endeavors, guidance of important
souls, and assistance of great personages, a new spirit may be
breathed into the body of Iran, and revolution and turmoil may
be transformed into tranquility and assurance. At present Iran
needs a party of peace, harmony, tranquility and assurance.
Before the war it was written, that is, in explicit terms in
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own hand, that government and people must
mix like honey and milk, otherwise Iran would be laid waste,
and so forth. As no listener was found, therefore strenuous
efforts and mighty endeavors were made in other countries for
securing the means of Iran’s progress. I hope that means of
comfort and ease may be obtained as far as possible for all
Iranians. In any case, other parties, each claiming to reform
Iran, have been tested. I hope that the benevolent efforts of
the Baha'is in the past and especially in these days may yield
praiseworthy results and Iran may find some comfort and ease.

3 Regarding obtaining the original Tablet of the Exalted One,
strive greatly even if it requires expending some funds. The
verses you had extracted from the Torah, Gospel and Persian
books were most acceptable. If such a treatise were to be stud-
ied by the Spiritual Assembly and disseminated, it would be
most acceptable. Praise be to God, the loved ones of Yazd
have shown the utmost steadfastness and constancy. Blessed
are they and glad tidings be unto them. I hope they will man-
ifest great and unprecedented effort in diffusing the divine fra-
grances.

As to the maidservants of the All-Merciful in Yazd, they have
truly expended their utmost efforts within their capacity as
women. I have been and continue to be extremely pleased
with them. The enemies made willful moves, but they shall
ultimately become disappointed and distraught. His honor Is-
fandiyar Gushtasp and Forud and Aqga Jamshid and the friends
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of Qasimabad showed the utmost steadfastness and persever-
ance, and they are assisted and victorious, and verily Our hosts
shall triumph. Praise be to God, in Yazd the gatherings are il-
lumined and the Nineteen Day Feast is like a rose garden. The
friends of Qasimabad and Mahdiabad and Maryamabad and
Taft and the friends of Kucheh-Bik and the friends of Nasrabad
and the beloved ones of Husaynabad are in the utmost warmth,
attraction and enthusiasm. Indeed all the Zoroastrian friends
are showing the utmost zeal and fervor.

Regarding his honor Arbab Jamshid, we previously beseeched
the Self-Sufficing Lord and sought His aid and bounty, and
repeatedly enjoined the friends to show truthfulness, chastity
and steadfastness in the affairs entrusted to them. Praise be
to God, he progressed day by day until he reached such a sta-
tion that all ministers and representatives showed deference
to him and great blessing was achieved in his work. However,
through the instigation of certain prejudiced and diseased souls
who outwardly showed themselves as well-wishers, his heart be-
came darkened towards the friends, and thus his affairs became
disordered. Now if he has somewhat awakened and realized
that the friends are kind and well-wishing and truthful and
trustworthy in their work, I will beseech God that his affairs
be set in order and relief be obtained. A reply was written
to his affectionate son which is enclosed in this letter - please
deliver it.

Praise be to God, the Persian brothers and the founders of the
company are confirmed and assisted. His honor Mulla Bahram
is the mercy of the All-Merciful and a heavenly bounty - know
the worth of this noble soul. The friends of Kashan are all
truly successful in servitude. Dr. Moody and other Americans
have forsaken their comfort and migrated from their familiar
homeland to render service to all people in Iran. Showing
respect and consideration to these souls is most necessary and
essential. I hope that you will be successful and confirmed in
all matters. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Distribute this letter through his honor Mirza Ali-Akbar Mi-
lani.

ADMS#215%
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To: Firuzih mother of Siyavash Rustam Sifidvash et al., in Tihran

Date: 1919-Apr-02

O friends and dear handmaidens of God! You are mentioned
and renowned at the Divine Threshold and in the presence of
this servant of Baha. You have a share and portion of endless
favors and are partners and participants in the greatest gift.
On the Day of Manifestation you made praiseworthy efforts
and found abundant bounty. You sought seeing eyes and found
hearing ears and illumined your hearts and souls with the rays
of the brilliant Sun. Give thanks to God that you became the
recipients of such favors and were adorned with such qualities.

Do not be saddened or grieved by the actions of some foolish
ones, for expecting consciousness from the proud is like ex-
pecting sunlight from the dark night - this is impossible and
unattainable. The actions of this group are like the savagery
of wolves and the sting of scorpions. They are steeped in pride
and are leaders of evil people - what can be expected of them?
It was these former leaders who issued the death sentence for
Zoroaster and laid waste to Iran. In every age and time when
the light of truth dawned, the leaders arose in denial and sought
to resist the light of truth. Indeed they shed the blood of the
innocent and finally turned on each other and in the end were
humiliated and defeated and were ultimately effaced and de-
stroyed. These ones too will be like those, except for those who
became illumined like candles by the light of truth and came
under the shade of the tree of hope. We were deeply grieved
and heartbroken at the martyrdom of Master Khodabakhsh,
but rest assured that since he had love for the Baha’is, that
pure soul in the endless luminous world will be immersed in
the ocean of pardon and forgiveness and the divine radiance
will illumine him. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1919-Apr-03

O heavenly daughter! Multiple letters were received from you
and their contents were noted. At present it is not advisable to
submit a letter to the president as they are occupied. Regard-
ing Dr. Louis Sabounji that you had written about, do not
rush in this matter. Patience is necessary until you become
aware of all aspects of his situation.

Convey my respectful greetings to the attracted maidservant
of God Mrs. Barby from the city of St. Louis and tell her
that I hope you will find heavenly illumination in this material
world and save souls from the darkness of nature, which is
the animal world, and lead them to the lofty human stations.
Today all the people of the world, except for a few souls, are
immersed in the world of nature. This is why you observe
envy, greed, struggle for existence, lies, calumny, oppression,
hostility, war, killing, bloodshed, and plunder which emanate
from the world of nature. But a few souls have been saved from
this darkness and have ascended from the world of nature to
the human world. They have followed the divine teachings
and serve the unity of humankind. They are illumined and
merciful, like a flower garden and radiant. Strive as much as
you can to become divine, heavenly, radiant and merciful, free
from every bond, and attach your heart to the Kingdom of
the Self-Sufficient Lord. This is the Baha’i bounty, this is the
heavenly light.

Regarding coming to Akka, do not rush at present. Convey
greetings and kindness to the maidservant of God Ida Whitam.
I have supplicated and implored the Abha Kingdom with ut-
most humility and contrition that she may be enabled to walk
according to the divine teachings. Convey my greetings and
kindness to Mark Tobey, Howard Ives, Agnes Alexander and
Frances Fales. Deliver my message to Mrs. Lehman and tell
her that service to the friends is service to the Kingdom of God
and care for the poor is among the divine teachings. Convey
my utmost kindness to Mr. Comfort and tell him that when
eyes open at midnight, spiritual feelings arise.
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O Juliet, strive in your profession so that comfort may be ob-
tained for your respected mother. Convey my greetings and
message to Marjorie Morton. Tell the maidservant of God
Kerry Kinney and Percy Grant to increase their attention to
the Kingdom as much as they can so they may find innate
courage and seek spiritual power. Convey passionate greetings
to Chaplain Preser. Convey my utmost respect to Reverend
Mr. Van Kirk and tell him to reflect on past events in the
time of Christ so present matters become clear and evident.
Convey my message to Anna Scholl and tell her that I too ask
God that your dear friend may be illumined with the light of
eternal life. Convey my message to Frieda Bullinger and tell
her that if you thank Mrs. Grace forever you will not fulfill
the debt of gratitude, for she caused you to hear the divine call
and turn to the divine Kingdom.

I hope you find health and well-being. The economic laws
will be written in detail later. Forgiveness was sought from
the Divine Threshold for your aunt. Convey my greetings to
Dr. Guthrie and Mr. Ledoux. I beseech divine favors that
these two souls may cause divine teachings to be promoted in
the church, the oneness of humanity to be proclaimed, univer-
sal peace to be spread, and the foundation of religious, racial,
gender, political and even national prejudices to be entirely
demolished, the earth to become one homeland and all nations
to become one people, as well as other divine teachings con-
tained in the Tablets and Scriptures. Convey my greetings to
Dr. Guthrie and Khalil Gibran and tell them some Tablets
will be sent later for you to translate, publish and distribute.
Tell Mr. Buck White that if you seek true freedom you will
find it in the Baha’i Cause.

; I hope your respected mother’s health improves and Mrs.

Maxwell regains full health. A letter to Mrs. Krug and Miss
Boylan is being written and is enclosed, please deliver it.
Finally, convey the Most Glorious Greetings to all the friends
individually and upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. A
rosary is being sent enclosed.

SWAB#011x, SW__v10#06 p.109-110
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To: Rustam Jamshid Bahman, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-03

O lover of kindness, your letter arrived and caused joy. Praise
be to the pure God that you are wise and awake and know that
you are in need of the Lord. The ultimate bounty is from God,
and comfort and endless rest. Be confident and I hope that
family becomes comfortable and at ease in every respect, and
that the glance of grace encompasses them and joy is attained.
However, the cause of success and prosperity is trustworthiness
and religiosity and effort and zeal, and conduct and movement
according to divine teachings. Strive in your work but trust
in God. Seek assistance and grace from Him, and seek success
and prosperity and advancement from Him. Be at ease for the
end result is peace of soul and upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-0/

O honored Shahid and Hand of the Cause of God! The letter
you wrote dated the 19th of Rabi’u’l-Avval 1337 arrived on the
5th of Rajab 1337. Despite lack of time, it was read with ut-
most care along with the enclosed letters, bringing glad tidings
of the health, well-being and spiritual joy of the loved ones of
the All-Merciful.

Today no greater glad tidings could be imagined, for in these
years of upheaval hearts were in turmoil. This universal tem-
pest was so terrifying, frightening and dreadful that reason
could not conceive that this oppressed community would re-
main protected and preserved in all lands. This is naught but
through the extraordinary conquering power of the Desired
One - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones’ footsteps.
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Consider how this oppressed community was in the grip of op-
pressors in every land, and in times of peace, tranquility and
universal comfort, without helper or aid, was captive to every
tyrant and afflicted by every calamity.

Now, through the assistance and favor of the Ancient Beauty,
such a mighty miracle has become manifest and evident
- namely that in years when all the peoples of the world
were in utmost torment and distress, and ultimate disorder,
subjugated, condemned, deprived and unconscious, this
oppressed community, through the power of divine teachings
and heavenly confirmations, was in perfect rest and tranquility
in all inhabited regions. What miracle could be greater than
this? If one reflects a little, no greater proof than this could
be conceived. Though ‘Abdu’l-Baha strived with all His might
in this blessed cause before the occurrence of war, yet as is
said: “Though we tried our all in preparation, without God’s
grace we are nothing, nothing.” This mighty triumph and this
evident protection were solely achieved through the favors of
the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones - otherwise human powers are impotent.

The letters you had enclosed were carefully reviewed. Bring
with you the letters that remained with you when the way was
blocked. As for the tablets and articles that were translated
and sent to Dr. Zia, no news of them has yet reached the Holy
Land. We shall inquire about them from Dr. Zia.

In regards to what you wrote concerning conversations with
prominent persons, the disposition of Iranians has completely
changed. Religious inclination has vanished, and improper in-
clinations will eventually have their effect in Iran. But rest
assured that the power of God’s Cause will ultimately prevail,
and waves from this boundless ocean will arise and cast these
foams from the sea onto the desert. Verily our hosts, they shall
be the victors.

i This is why in the Ishraqat He explicitly states that religion is

a manifest light and an impregnable fortress for the protection
and tranquility of the peoples of the world. Should the lamp of
religion be obscured, chaos and confusion will ensue, and the
lights of justice and equity and the sun of peace and security
will cease to shine. Every person of insight has testified and
continues to testify to what was mentioned. Consider what
the abhorrent party in Russia has done - they have obliterated
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a nation of such greatness and a monarchy of such glory, and
now they are in despair. Matters have reached such a state that
the chaste and virtuous women of Russia have complained to
the great powers and the League of Nations that these god-
less people are forcing them into public possession. Noble and
poor alike have all been humiliated, the veil of modesty has
been completely rent, and the masses have descended into sav-
agery. Observe how the Supreme Pen warned of this matter
thirty years prior. Verily our hosts, they shall be the victors.
Eventually they shall be frustrated and lost, and compelled to
follow the divine commands.

In Iran now is the beginning of religious indifference and the
onset of religious weakness. If it is not prevented through the
power of divine teachings, the end result will be chaos, disor-
der, and eternal abasement and misfortune. Glory be to God!
Even supposing, impossibly, that the Holy Manifestations in
previous centuries were unknown and their reality unrevealed,
in this divine cycle and heavenly age the exaltation, luminosity,
reality and greatness of God’s Cause is evident and manifest
like the sun throughout all regions of the world. The generality
of the wise themselves testify that these divine teachings are
the spirit of this age and the light of this century. Humanity
will find no rest, tranquility or proper order except through
the promotion of these teachings.

‘Abdu’l-Baha proclaimed the divine teachings in all temples,
gatherings and assemblies of the West. None could raise an
objection, none found fault. All listened and with intense ap-
plause showed profound respect and admiration. No one was
found to say “These are but tales of the ancients.” Even in an
assembly of atheists, a detailed discourse was delivered - all
praised it and it was published in American newspapers. Like-
wise at Oxford, London, a speech was delivered, and also at
the University of California in San Francisco where some divine
teachings were expounded - all expressed admiration. But the
Iranians are still asleep.

Glory be to God! Such a bounty has appeared in Iran and
such a bejeweled crown has been placed upon Iran’s head, yet
a thousand regrets that they know not its worth and have now
been afflicted with religious weakness. May God make the
end good. Glory be to God! All future events were revealed
explicitly in previous Tablets, some fifty years ago, some thirty
years ago, clearly and evidently, and all have been fulfilled. Yet
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still the Iranians are heedless and fail to see how the Ancient
Beauty, glorified be His Most Great Name, raised this mighty
Cause while in chains, and hoisted this resplendent Banner
from within prison walls, creating such a tumult throughout
the world. Yet still the Persians remain heedless. The East
is regarded in the eyes of the West as consisting of savage
peoples, considered an inferior race, abased and detested. Now
the power of the Most Great Name has so penetrated the very
arteries and sinews of the Western world that in all regions
of the earth, multitudes worship the Persians. Despite the
manifestation of this mighty power, still the Persians remain
heedless and absorbed in negligence. Take heed, O ye who
have eyes to see! Those whom God hath not given light have
no light whatsoever.

In any case, we hope that the loved ones of God will remain
steadfast on the path of guidance and abide faithfully at the
threshold of the Ancient Beauty. Permission for your presence
has been granted by telegram, and is now being granted by
letter as well. Convey utmost affection on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to the near handmaiden of Baha, Diya’u’l-Hajiyyih, and
to the honored near handmaidens of the All-Merciful.

Regarding the book written in response to Brown, do not dis-
tribute it at present. Send one copy immediately to the Holy
Land so that it may be reviewed and whatever is deemed neces-
sary may be carried out. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Rahmani Farani, Khalil et al.
Date: 1919-Apr-0/

O blessed souls! His Holiness, the All-Knowing King gave glad
tidings of the spiritual joy of the longing ones and indicated
the spirit and fragrance of the friends, that praise be to God,
in these years of great trials and the kindling of the fire of
war and strife, they were in the utmost spirit and fragrance -
no weariness and no fatigue, no listlessness and no stagnation.
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Rather, day by day they increased the flame of light and blazed
like the fire of Sinai. This is befitting of souls who are firm in
the Covenant and Testament. In any case, now that dust has
settled and that agitation has been calmed, it is hoped that
the lovers of the Manifest Beauty will ignite a new flame and
cause an intense eruption in Faran. They should move and be-
have according to the divine teachings and become the envy of
princes and kings. They should chant the verses of unity and in
gratitude for the favors of the Glorious Lord promote the unity
of the human world. They should be kind to all people and
embrace all religions with spirit and fragrance. They should
never become resentful of anyone. They should overlook faults
and bestow gifts and become the mercy of all worlds.

O honored Shah! Be the shelter of the destitute and the refuge
of every dispossessed one. Truly you are kind and sacrifice
your life in the path of God and are pure and holy, free from
all deceit, and radiant like the shining moon.

O honored Jalall From the Kingdom of Beauty, the favors
of the Blessed Beauty encompass you, and perfect grace and
eternal success are attained. As much as you can, in gratitude
for this gift and in praise of the Most Great Name (may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), open your tongue and
demonstrate the power of speech and utterance.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, in utmost humility and self-effacement, implores
and supplicates at the Most Exalted Threshold that the illu-
mined leaf, the content handmaiden of God, may become in
the infinite Kingdom the manifestation of pardon and forgive-
ness, and that the divine leaf, the pleased handmaiden of God,
may become in the world of the spirit like a shining full moon
illumined by the light of forgiveness and pardon. On behalf
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, convey with utmost kindness the most won-
drous and glorious greetings to the attracted leaf of the Beauty,
and upon you and upon her be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muttahidih Trading Company et al., in Tihran

Date: 1919-Apr-04

O descendants of His Holiness the glorious Abraham! Give Ja 45 K& Jo Mo O - “4M !

thanks unto God that you have made the compassionate fa-
ther, His Holiness Abraham, joyous and well-pleased in the di-
vine Kingdom. From the Supreme Concourse he calls out: “O
beloved sons and daughters! Praise be to God that you have re-
mained faithful to the Covenant and in the Promised Day have
distinguished yourselves from all the Jews. You have heard the
call of the Lord of Hosts from the Fire kindled in the Blessed
Tree, and responding with ‘Here am I,” you have attained the
ultimate goal. Indeed, you are my noble descendants and the
luminous candles of Israel. Soon you shall witness that you
have placed upon your heads the crown of eternal glory and
have donned the robe of greatness. And I hope, through the
favors of the Most Merciful Lord, that Aga Sulayman may be
immersed in the ocean of forgiveness and the late Aqa Yahuda
may find refuge and shelter in the presence of the Most Great
Mercy. And upon you, men and women, be the Most Glorious
Glory of God.”
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To: Naimi, Mahbubih et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1919-Apr-06

O God! O Thou whose mercy has preceded all things, whose
bounty has been perfected upon all things, whose proof has
been completed for His servants, whose verses have spread and
become widely known among His servants, who has specially
favored whomever He willed with His grace and crowned his
head with a diadem whose jewels shine in all directions, and
illumined his face with a light by which earth and heaven were
brightened - He gives to whomever He wills whatsoever He
wills, verily He is the Kind, the Loving!

O Lord, Lord! Verily Thy servant Na’im was among those who
believed in the Manifest Light and was guided to the Straight
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Path. He called out Thy name among the worlds, recited Thy
verses, explained Thy clear proofs, demonstrated Thy proof
and evidence, spoke of Thy names and attributes, and adorned
gatherings with Thy remembrance and praise of Thee. He
composed poems in Thy praise like strung pearls and precious
gems, and chanted them in great gatherings, supplicating to
Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. How many deaf ones did Thou
cause to hear the Call through him! How many mute ones
did Thou cause to speak in praise through him! How many
blind ones regained their sight by his guiding them to Thy
most excellent path! How many dead ones didst Thou bring
to life through his pure breath freely given to those who would
hearken! He heard the call to return to Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom and returned to Thee, supplicating unto Thee.

O Lord! He had a radiant countenance, eloquent speech, pro-
found meanings, quick understanding, a gentle heart, and pow-
erful proofs. He was mighty in exalting Thy Word among the
people. Unceasingly did waves of utterance surge from his
pure mouth like a swelling sea. He imparted mysteries to the
ears of the righteous, recited Thy verses night and day, and
communed with Thee with a heart drawn to the Kingdom of
Lights.

O Lord! He had but one occupation and one all-consuming
pursuit: Thy remembrance to the exclusion of all else. He
guided people to the path of right guidance and called them to
Thy Promised Beauty mentioned in all scriptures and tablets.
He brought forth brilliant proofs, conclusive evidence and over-
whelming arguments that silenced every disputer and quieted
every opponent. He cleared the way and elucidated the proof
for every sound heart. He spent his days arising in servitude
to Thee, and his last breaths were drawn while he rejoiced in
the sweet-scented breezes of Thy mercy. He yearned to meet
Thee, longed to ascend to Thy presence, to arrive before Thee
and attain unto Thee. His spirit flew on the wing of success
to the highest horizon, making for the Ultimate Lote Tree, un-
til it found its nest in the blessed tree and sang with varied
melodies upon the branches of the Tree of Eternity, immersed
in the oceans of light, beholding the Mighty, the Compelling
One, and discovering mysteries.

O Lord! Let the outpouring of meeting with Thee be contin-
uous upon him, and grant him the greatest gift and supreme
bounty. Verily, Thou art the Giving, the Generous, the Par-
doning, the Forgiving, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Muhammad Labib Yazdi, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-Apr-10

Your latest letter arrived, occasioning much joy and happiness,
for it told how, in the Tavakkul primary school in Qazvin,
you are busy nurturing and rearing the tender plants in the
garden of heavenly knowledge, you are giving instruction in
English, and are corresponding with a number of quarters in
the universal language.

And shouldst thou correspond with the Esperanto journal in
the dominions of England, thou wilt become the cause of their
encouragement and stimulus. Assuredly the study of this lan-
guage is, in this day, profitable. I cherish the hope that the
assemblies which have been established may conduce to the ex-
altation of the Cause of God and to the diffusion of His clear
and manifest verses.

His honour Ibrahim Khan, the photographer, hath, in truth,
in matters of charity, a lofty endeavour and a noble aim. The
maid-servant of God, the near one, Taraziyyih, and her helper
in the Tawakkul School, will assuredly become the recipients
of the favours of God. Convey unto them my special greetings.
Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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To: Richter, Charles et al., in Grand Haven, MI
Date: 1919-Apr-11

O ye two patient souls! Your letter was received. The death
of that beloved youth and his separation from you have caused
the utmost sorrow and grief; for he winged his flight in the
flower of his age and the bloom of his youth to the heavenly
nest. But he hath been freed from this sorrow-stricken shelter
and hath turned his face toward the everlasting nest of the
Kingdom, and, being delivered from a dark and narrow world,
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hath hastened to the sanctified realm of light; therein lieth the
consolation of our hearts.

2 The inscrutable divine wisdom underlieth such heartrending
occurrences. It is as if a kind gardener transferreth a fresh and
tender shrub from a confined place to a wide open area. This
transfer is not the cause of the withering, the lessening or the
destruction of that shrub; nay, on the contrary, it maketh it to
grow and thrive, acquire freshness and delicacy, become green
and bear fruit. This hidden secret is well known to the gar-
dener, but those souls who are unaware of this bounty suppose
that the gardener, in his anger and wrath, hath uprooted the
shrub. Yet to those who are aware, this concealed fact is man-
ifest, and this predestined decree is considered a bounty. Do
not feel grieved or disconsolate, therefore, at the ascension of
that bird of faithfulness; nay, under all circumstances pray for
that youth, supplicating for him forgiveness and the elevation
of his station.

I hope that ye will attain the utmost patience, composure and
resignation, and I entreat and implore at the Threshold of
Oneness, begging for forgiveness and pardon. My hope from
the infinite bounties of God is that He may shelter this dove
of the garden of faith, and cause him to abide on the branch
of the Supreme Concourse, that he may sing in the best of
melodies the praise and glorification of the Lord of Names and
Attributes.

SWAB#169, BWF.379-380x, SW__v10#19 p.340-341
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To: Baha’i Children of Cleveland, OH
Date: 1919-Apr-11

O my dear children! Your letter was received. A degree of
joy was attained that is beyond words or writing that, praise
be to God, the power of the Kingdom of God hath trained
such children who, from their early childhood, eagerly wish to
acquire Baha'i education that they may, from the period of
their childhood, engage in service to the world of humanity.

My highest wish and desire is that ye who are my children may
be educated according to the teachings of Baha’'u’llah and may
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receive a Baha’i training; that ye may each become a lighted
candle in the world of humanity, may be devoted to the service
of all mankind, may give up your rest and comfort, so that
ye may become the cause of the tranquillity of the world of
creation.

Such is my hope for you and I trust that ye may become the
cause of my joy and gladness in the Kingdom of God.

SWAB#120, SW__v10#11 p.221

fle S m st Gl cu s Al o e
e Coads 2 s 135 Gls et 1) Gl
s bl s ey 5l sl Glasle

a5 T e ll b,

ETPPRUPIRTS g G Sy R
Ash A SSe s e Blesla

MMK1#120 p.138

ABO05807

To: Sophia Engelhorn, in Santa Rosa, CA
Date: 1919-Apr-11

O one attracted to the Kingdom of Abha! Your letter arrived.
It showed that you have perfumed your nostrils with the musk-
scattering fragrances of the gardens of the Kingdom, heard
the glad-tidings of God’s bounty from the celestial herald, and
illumined your heart with the light of guidance. Blessed are you
for becoming the manifestation of such favors and the recipient
of such grace. You had written about the power of attraction of
the friends of God and the handmaids of the Merciful. At this
news we offered thanks to God that, praise be to God, in those
cities the light of truth has shone forth and souls have torn
asunder the veils of superstitions and traditions and attained
their goal. Convey my respectful greetings to the friends of
God and handmaids of the Merciful - Mr. and Mrs. Bush,
Juanita Storch and her mother, Dr. and Mrs. Tudisham, and
the Griffith sisters. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Splendor.

BSTW#235
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To: Elizabeth Herlitz, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Apr-11

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Thy letter was received. From thy joy, joy was produced for
me as well, for praise be to God, that candle was lit and the
night-chamber of heart and soul became bright and radiant.
Look not to thine own capacity and capability. Turn thy gaze
to the Abha Kingdom, for that eternal rain of bounty causes
flowers and tulips to grow from rock, and the rays of the Sun
of Reality nurture brilliant diamonds in the heart of stone. As
much as thou art able, increase in hope and strive until the
greatest bounty unveils its countenance and heavenly grace
encompasses thee. Convey to thy dear respected husband the
utmost love and kindness from me. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#11 p.221

ABO01507

To: Howard Macnutt, in Brooklyn
Date: 1919-Apr-13

O longtime friend! One month ago a letter was written to Mrs.
MacNutt, and now two letters dated February 18 and 21, 1919
have arrived from you. Their contents demonstrated steadfast-
ness and firmness in the Kingdom of the Glorious Lord. For
today any wise and far-sighted person who awakens and be-
comes aware of future mysteries will realize that nothing but
the power of the Covenant can move the hearts of the world,
just as the Old and New Testaments spread the Cause of Christ
throughout the world and were the pulsating force in the body
of the world. A tree that has roots will bear fruit, while a
rootless tree, even if tall and thick, will wither and ultimately
become like wood fit for the fire. The divine Covenant is like
the Most Great Ocean - one wave will cast all accumulated
foam upon the shore.
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2 In any case, praise be to God that aware souls have no purpose
except the exaltation of the Word of God and the diffusion of
the divine fragrances. This is the firm foundation. Now is
like the morning time when the rays of the Sun of Truth have
spread. We must strive to awaken sleeping souls, make the
heedless mindful, and bring the divine teachings, which are the
spirit of this age, to the ears of the people of the world. They
must be published in newspapers and eloquently explained in
gatherings. The approach should be like Paul’s and the faith
like Peter’s. This sweet fragrance will perfume the nostrils of
the people of the world, and this spirit will bring dead souls
to life. The foul odors of violation have temporarily caused
a pause in the Cause of God, otherwise the divine teachings
would spread rapidly like sunlight.

Your collection of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talks which you intend to
publish is very appropriate. This service will cause your face to
shine in the Abha Kingdom and make you the object of praise
and gratitude among the friends of East and West. However,
utmost care must be taken that they are the exact talks and
that no alterations have been made by previous translators.
Convey my utmost kindness and respect to the honored maid-
servant of God, Mrs. MacNutt. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-13

O thou whom God hath chosen to exalt His Word among the
people! Thy brilliant letter hath arrived, indicating thy at-
traction to the divine fragrances and thy firmness in God’s
Covenant.

Blessed art thou for having served the Cause of God, being a
pure youth, for having spread the fragrances of God while a
faithful adult, and for having stood firm in the religion of God
as an illustrious elder.
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I beseech God to assist thee in all affairs and make thee a sign of
guidance among the people, speaking in praise of God, assured
by God’s grace, content and well-pleasing among God’s loved
ones.

I was gladdened by the return of thy dear son from Paris, he
who is companion to the ambassador. I beseech God to make
him a righteous successor to thee who will preserve the edifice
thou hast built through the power of the Covenant, whose
height reaches the seven spheres.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aqa Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Babul
Date: 1919-Apr-18

O melodious dove! In praise of the Lord, truly you have never
fallen short in divine glorification and attributes. Like a sweet-
singing bird in the rose garden of mysteries, you have raised an
eloquent and profound song. Do not look to the present condi-
tion - these flowing verses will in the future be inscribed in pure
gold in the divine court and palace, and will be chanted with
the most wondrous melodies in gatherings of remembrance and
praise. Truly you have endured much hardship and reached a
state of weakness. It is hoped that your triumphant spirit is in
the utmost strength. Be gladdened by the divine glad-tidings.
Convey wondrous and most glorious greetings to all your rela-
tions.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory

O Bassar, please deliver the enclosed letter to His Honor the
Trustee.
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To: Farah Khanum, in Abadih
Date: 1919-Apr-20

O attracted leaf! Your letter was received. The honored
mother attained the privilege of visiting the Holy Threshold,
and you too are permitted to attain His presence whenever
possible in the future. I hope that through the favors of the
Blessed Beauty you may become so attracted that you will set
ablaze with the fire of the love of God the capable women of
that region. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Agah, Ruha daughter of Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: 1919-Apr-20

O assured leaf! Your letter was received. You began to lament
and wail due to being deprived of pilgrimage to the Sacred
Threshold, and wrote your letter with complete longing. Do
not be sorrowful. My hope is that the reward of pilgrimage to
the Blessed Threshold will be ordained for you. Although you
are physically distant, yet I hope that your spirit is present in
the circumambulating-place of the Supreme Concourse. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-25

O thou honourable martyr and pioneer of the Cause of God!
The letter which you had written on the 19th of December 1918,
arrived the 5th of February 1919. In spite of lack of time it
was read with the utmost attention together with the enclosed
letters. It gave us the glad tidings of the good health, safety,
joy and fragrance of the friends of the Merciful. In this day one
cannot conceive of greater news, for in these years of agitation
hearts were in anxiety and aflliction. This universal storm
was so bewildering, so terrific, so frightful that reason could
not conceive that this oppressed people would be protected
and safe in all countries. This is only from the decisive and
extraordinary power of His Highness the Desired One-may the
spirit of existence be sacrificed to the feet of His friends!

Consider that in all countries these oppressed people were in
the hands of tyrants; in the days of peace and concord, of gen-
eral tranquillity and comfort they were without help and sup-
port, subject to every tyrant, and inflicted with every calamity.
Now, thanks to the assistance and favor of the Eternal Beauty,
such a great miracle has become manifest and clear. During
the years when all the peoples of the world were in infinite
trouble and torment, in the utmost distress, commanded, sub-
jugated, deprived and devoid of reason, these oppressed ones,
through the power of the divine teachings and of everlasting
confirmation, were everywhere in the utmost tranquillity and
composure. What miracle greater than this? If any one stops
to think one instant, he will not find a greater proof.

Although Abdul-Baha had striven to the utmost of his power
in this praiseworthy Cause prior to the declaration of the war,
and so much have we said and spoken in connection with the
lines of conduct, but without the favor of God we are noth-
ing, absolutely nothing. This brilliant victory and this remark-
able protection are exclusively ascribed to the blessings of the
Eternal Beauty—may my spirit be a sacrifice to His friends!—
otherwise human power is absolutely impotent.

The tastes and inclinations of the people of Persia have decid-
edly changed; religious habits have disappeared and eventually
unworthy habits may prevail in Persia. But rest assured the
power of the Cause of God shall conquer and waves from this
infinite sea shall surge and roll away, casting out upon the
shore these foams and verily our legions shall have the victory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 117



Vol. 172: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part I (Jan.-May) AB00245

This is what He says in explicit terms in the Ishrakat: “Reli-
gion is a brilliant light and a strong fortress for the protection
and comfort of the people of the world. If the lamp of religion
remains veiled, chaos will take place, the luminary of justice
and of equity, and the sun of rest and security, will be deprived
of light. Any one who knows will ever bear witness.”

Consider what has been perpetrated by the miserable party in
Russia! How they have destroyed this imposing empire and
caused this mighty edifice to crumble into dust, and at present
they are in a hopeless state. The state of affairs has become so
acute that the pure and chaste women of Russia have brought
their complaint before the great powers of the League of Na-
tions, saying that this unprincipled party is forcing us to be-
come public property. High and low, everyone has been vilified.
The veil of shame has been entirely rent asunder and the mass
of the people have attained a stage of savagery. Consider, that
fifty years ago the Supreme Pen foretold these events: “Verily,
our armies will have the victory.” Soon they will find them-
selves disappointed and at a loss they will have to follow the
commands.

In Persia we see now the beginning of heedlessness and the first
manifestations of neglecting religion. If this state of things is
not stopped by the power of the divine teachings, it will soon
be chaos and distress, eternal vileness and shame. I take refuge
in God in this impossible assumption.

The sacred Manifestations were not known in the first cycles
and the fruit of their mission had not been discovered. But
in this spiritual age, in this divine time the exaltation and the
luminosity, the truth and the greatness of the Cause of God
have become manifest and evident as the sun in all regions. All
wise men witness that these divine teachings are the very spirit
of this age, and the light of this cycle; humanity will never find
peace and tranquillity without the spreading of these teachings,
nor will it attain perfect civilization.

In all temples, gatherings, assemblies of the West Abdul-Baha
has spread these teachings most forcibly. Not a single per-
son could oppose him, nobody raised an objection. Everyone
listened, and with great applause and in the utmost respect
manifested their approval. No one was found who said: “This
is only the legends of the past.” Even in a meeting of atheists a
detailed address was delivered. Everybody approved of it and
it was published in the American papers. Likewise in Oxford
(England) an address was given, and also at the University of
California in San Francisco [Stanford] were explained a part
of the divine teachings. Everywhere I met with approval, but
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the Persians are still asleep. So great a blessing has been man-
ifested in Persia, such a bejeweled crown has been set on its
head - but a thousand times alas! that the Persians do not ap-
preciate it and are suffering for neglecting religion. May God
end it well.

Praise be to God! All future events were clearly, openly and
explicitly revealed in the previous Tablets, some fifty years
ago, others thirty years ago. All have come to pass, and yet
the Persians are negligent!

The Eternal Beauty - Glory be to His Greatest Name!- pro-
claimed this Supreme Cause under fetters, hoisted this remark-
able standard in the midst of prison and has given rise to such
commotion! Yet the Persians are slumbering! The people of
the West consider the East as inhabited by wild tribes and
refer to it as a vile race, low and unfavored; now the power of
the Greatest Name has had this deep effect in the hearts of the
people of the West and in all the countries of the world there
are groups respecting Persia.

Notwithstanding the manifestations of this great power, the
Persians are still unaware and immersed in heedlessness. Be
admonished, ye people of light! The one to whom God has
refused the light, he is deprived thereof.

In brief, we hope that the friends of God will be confirmed in
the path of guidance and will remain and abide at the threshold
of the Eternal Beauty.

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abhal

SW_ v10406 p.105-107

AB00306

To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Apr-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy numerous and suc-
cessive letters have arrived and we have become acquainted
with their contents. Now we respond to all the questions thou
hast asked, due to my abundant love for thee and my tender-
ness towards thee. I beseech God to assist all to achieve joy
and fragrance, to transform all darkness into a light by which
all existence shall be illumined, and to make hearts so united
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and intermingled as water is mingled with wine, until all arise
to exalt the Word of God and spread His teachings, and aban-
don every mention and thought that does not result in a gift
from God.

As to Dr. Barton-Peak, you must treat her with kindness and
courtesy, for this is the way of the people of the Covenant. I
beseech God to make her a sign of steadfastness throughout
all regions.

As to Mr. George Lesch, he has attained the presence of his
Lord in the Most Glorious Kingdom, and he says, “Would that
my people knew how my Lord has forgiven me and made me
a sign of mercy in the world of lights!”

As to the attention of the colored race to the praiseworthy
station, this is what was promised in the Scriptures and Tablets
from the All-Loving Lord. We rejoice at these great tidings
and we hope that the fellowship between the white and black
races will increase and that estrangement will vanish in this
promised age, until they become intimate friends, steadfast
in loyalty, and brethren reclining upon couches, face to face,
attracted to the manifest light.

As to your dear daughter, name her after her late grandmother
Habibih or Parvin.

As to the book of Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqani, there is no objec-
tion to its translation into English and its circulation particu-
larly among the friends.

As to Chinese, Japanese and Hindu students, there is no ob-
jection to their being admitted into your spiritual gatherings
and meetings.

And as for the printing of Tablets and letters, this is depen-
dent upon and conditioned on the opinion of the Convention’s
Executive Committee so that it may not cause confusion of
minds.

Every recent ruling is acted upon as general conditions change
and transform, and for this reason a new ruling is issued that
modifies the previous ruling.

As to the Star of the West, it would be better if it were mixed
English and Persian, and Ahmad Sohrab has in recent days
acquired skill in Persian. And all Baha’i letters and books
must be under the administration of the Convention’s Exec-
utive Committee, but you must be considerate of Miss Mary
Lesch’s feelings so that she is never distressed.

As to those souls who have purified their consciences and made
good their inner selves and found peace in the remembrance
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of their Lord and turned their faces sincerely toward God and
have traveled to the East and West and South and North of the
earth diffusing the divine fragrances - there is no doubt that
divine confirmations and heavenly assistance will reach them
in all circumstances and conditions. Blessed are the souls who
assist this illumined company and spiritual band.

As to the Secret of Divine Civilization and the Traveller’s Nar-
rative, these are among the important treatises that revive
souls and civilize them and train them in good conduct and
wise governance, so pay close attention to them. O ye distin-
guished ones, do not waste your time in useless discussions that
yield no benefit. Your task is to exalt the Word of God and
spread the divine fragrances.

As to my being forbearing with some souls who are weak in
faith, this springs from the Most Great Kindness, for “hadst
thou been harsh and hard-hearted, they would have dispersed
from around thee.” This is the basis of my dealings with the
weak, and ye have in the Messenger of God a goodly example.
In these days a letter arrived from Ibn-i-Asdaq containing ar-
ticles he had sent you to print in the Star of the West - there
is no objection to publishing them. Convey my greetings and
longings to all the friends in those far-reaching shores. Upon
thee be salutations and praise....

SW__v10#06 p.107-108x, BSTW#264, BSTW#265

AB03896

To: Nickerson, Mr et al., in Chicago
Date: 1919-Apr-25

O my God! O my God! Verily Thy servant, humble before the
majesty of Thy divine supremacy, lowly at the door of Thy one-
ness, hath believed in Thee and in Thy verses, hath testified to
Thy word, hath been enkindled with the fire of Thy love, hath
been immersed in the depths of the ocean of Thy knowledge,
hath been attracted by Thy breezes, hath relied upon Thee,
hath turned his face to Thee, hath offered his supplications to
Thee, and hath been assured of Thy pardon and forgiveness.
He hath abandoned this mortal life and hath flown to the king-
dom of immortality, yearning for the favour of meeting Thee.
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O Lord, glorify his station, shelter him under the pavilion of
Thy supreme mercy, cause him to enter Thy glorious paradise,
and perpetuate his existence in Thine exalted rose garden, that
he may plunge into the sea of light in the world of mysteries.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Powerful, the Forgiver and
the Bestower.

O thou assured soul, thou maidservant of God...! Be not
grieved at the death of thy respected husband. He hath, verily,
attained the meeting of his Lord at the seat of Truth in the
presence of the potent King. Do not suppose that thou hast
lost him. The veil shall be lifted and thou shalt behold his
face illumined in the Supreme Concourse. Just as God, the
Exalted, hath said, “Him will we surely quicken to a happy
life.” Supreme importance should be attached, therefore, not
to this first creation but rather to the future life.

SWAB#165, BPRY.041-042x, BSTW#436
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AB12091

To: Riyad Salim, in Lausanne
Date: 1919-Apr-26

O youth of the All-Merciful! Two letters have arrived from
you, one dated April 3, 1919 and the other dated March 14,
1919. T have reviewed their contents which brought me joy,
delight, gladness and happiness, as they are evidence of your
firmness in the Covenant and Testament and your attainment
to the highest degrees of success and prosperity, for you have
turned your face purely to God and found peace in His remem-
brance. Hearts were greatly gladdened by your good news that
the friends are enjoying comfort and prosperity and have be-
come united in views and agreed upon serving the Cause of
God, especially the arising of the honored handmaiden of God,
Miss Tauber, who is soaring day and night in spreading the
teachings of the Kingdom in Stuttgart and also in Switzerland
with her distinguished spouse. They supplicate God morning
and evening. I beseech God to heal their unique son Fereydoun
and prepare for them guidance in their affairs.
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You have done well to engage in studying civil and social sci-
ences and to become acquainted with Iranian students, but
you must be cautious with Dhaka al-Saltaneh as he has con-
nections with Haji Siyyid Yahya Dawlatabadi. Convey my
supreme greetings to Mr. Herrgott and his esteemed wife, for
they are striving with a steadfast heart and sincere resolve in
spreading God’s teachings day and night. I am greatly pleased
by the unity of hearts of the friends, their united souls, their
brilliant success, and the joyful and delighted acceptance of
divine teachings by souls.

You must exert worthy efforts to attract the Theosophists in
Geneva, Lausanne and throughout Switzerland, for they are
truly ready to be attracted by the divine fragrances and to
be enkindled by the fire of God’s love. It has been proven
to philosophers and intellectuals of Europe and America that
breaking the power of materialistic teachings is impossible ex-
cept through the teachings of Baha’u’llah, otherwise the world
is doomed, for materialistic teachings are spreading their wings
swiftly in Russia and will flow to other regions of Europe. Look
at the Bolsheviks and the speed of their spread. Nothing can
resist this spread except a conquering, pure, sanctified and
heavenly force, for darkness can only be dispelled by light.

I was gladdened by your reading of books and writing of this
letter, but to protect your eyes you must be moderate in study
and writing. Enclosed with this letter is a message for the
respected Consul Schwarz and his esteemed wife - deliver it to
them. Convey my greetings and praise to all the friends of God
in Switzerland.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

My Lord, my hope, my refuge, my aspiration, my shelter and
my haven! Your maidservant who supplicates to You and relies
upon You has turned to You, depending on Your pardon and
forgiveness and hoping for Your grace and bounty, that she
may take shelter in the cave of Your mercy and find refuge in
the protection of Your greatest mercy. Lord! Facilitate her
desires, answer her prayers and honor her resting place. Verily
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You are the Forgiving, the Generous, the Possessor of Grace, f;)\ Jradl 45 ﬂﬂ\”&\ il K Lol g2
the Merciful, and verily You are the Great One. FB’” ol K ,

BRL__DAK#0476

AB00946

To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1919-Apr-26

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Your numerous letters have been received and their contents
noted. In every age and cycle, in the time of Moses, of His Ho-
liness Christ and of His Holiness Mohammed as well as after
these sacred Manifestations, some people of evil intention have
been found and have sown the seeds of discord and of sedition.
Even after Christ, Arius, the well-known Patriarch, was the
cause of a widespread schism in the Cause of God and intense
agitation among the believers. His followers numbered even
three million, and he as well as his successors exerted the ut-
most effort in order to produce a great split and a widespread
commotion in the Religion of God. But eventually the power
of Christ exterminated and utterly destroyed them all to the
extent that no trace (of them) has been left. These people are
like the froth that gathers on the surface of the sea; a wave
surges from the ocean of the Covenant and through the power
of the Abha Kingdom will cast these foams ashore. In the Ko-
ran it is mentioned: “As to the foam, it is quickly gone; and
as to what is useful to man, it remaineth on the earth.” These
corrupt thoughts that emanate from personal and evil inten-
sion will all vanish, whereas the Covenant of God shall remain
stable and secure....

The design that Mr. Bourgeois has prepared and has indeed
striven hard therein has been received. Blessedness awaiteth
him, and a goodly home. Convey, on my behalf, the utmost
love and kindness to thy respected parents. As it has been
previously wired, communicate directly with Haifa. Convey to
Miss Lloyd my greeting and my kindness. I have the utmost
longing for Mr. Bourgeois. In reality, this respected personage
is worthy of praise....

You had written concerning the Wednesday evening gathering
which was in the utmost spirituality. From this distant region
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I felt the fragrance of that meeting. Attach great importance
to the Japanese people. Mrs. Magee should continually com-
municate with them. As to Miss Rude and the aunt of Mr.
Edsall, convey to them my greeting....

Thou hadst written that the health of thy father and mother
has improved; this news has made us very glad....

SW__v104#05 p.095x

AB02082

To: Schwarz, Albert et al., in Lausanne
Date: 1919-Apr-26

O two blessed souls! Your letters were received and a brief
reply is being written. You are truly rendering a mighty ser-
vice to universal peace, the unity of the world of humanity,
fellowship among all people, and good understanding between
all nations. You are raising the call to the divine Kingdom
and giving eternal life to every soul through the divine teach-
ings. All the peoples of the world are opposed to each other
and day by day their misunderstanding increases. This is why
the fire of war has reached to the heavens. But you show the
utmost kindness and affection to all peoples and religions of
the world. Therefore I hope that through divine confirmations
you will succeed in all things and like bright candles dispel the
darkness that has overtaken hearts and illumine them with the
light of the greatest guidance. The Covenant meeting that you
have organized will surely receive confirmations, for the mo-
tivating force in the arteries of the world is the power of the
Covenant. Without this power, spirituality cannot be attained
and illumination will not become manifest.

Convey the most wonderful Abha greetings to all the friends,
especially to Feridun, Farideh and Bahram. I hope that divine
favors will encompass them and that comfort and ease will be
achieved for Feridun.

Regarding the journal you wrote about, whether in German
or Esperanto is fine, but all discussion must be about the
teachings of Baha'u’llah, not beliefs saying “the teachings of
Baha’u’llah are such and such.” Today the spirit of this age is
the teachings of Baha’u’llah, and all rational souls are ready to
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hear it. Name it “The Sun of Truth” and make its title “The
Unity of Mankind, Universal Peace, Universal Religion.” And
upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.433-434
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AB02692

To: Joseph H Hannen, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Apr-26

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter
dated March 10, 1919 was received. It brought great joy and
delight that, praise be to God, the friends in Washington are in
the utmost spirit and fragrance and are conducting themselves
according to the Covenant and Testament. They are kind to
one another and are self-sacrificing in promoting the heavenly
teachings. Assuredly divine confirmations will be their helper
and supporter and the manifest light will illumine their eyes.

As for your question about Easterners: Show the utmost as-
sociation, love and kindness to Eastern Indians, Chinese and
Japanese, for they have no ulterior motives or illness. However,
if any Iranian or Arab comes to those parts and does not have
in hand a letter of recommendation with my handwriting and
signature, you must not associate with them at all. Perhaps
they come to those parts merely to cause harm, enmity, cor-
ruption and cast doubts. But the blessed souls will necessarily
have a letter of recommendation from me in hand.

I ask God that your respected wife and children may all be
successful beneath the shadow of the Covenant in achieving
their greatest hopes. Mirza Ahmad Sohrab has surely reached
that region by now and meets with you in love. Convey my
greetings and kindness to him. And I seek divine assistance and
favor for your mother, Minola, Miss Fanny and Alma Knobloch.
Convey my utmost kindness to them.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__ v104#05 p.094-095
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To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-27

O my God! O my God! I commune with Thee and I am
immersed in the ocean of sorrows and fallen upon the dust
of separation from the intensity of afflictions. O God! Not
a single day passes by that I hear not the lamentations and
groaning of Thy sincere ones for the demise of a well-favored
soul among Thy faithful servants, and not a single night goes
by in which I hear not the voice of the crier announcing the
name of a sanctified soul who hath taken its flight to the realms
above. My tears pour forth and my limbs art set ablaze. I wail
as the one bereaved of her child and lament as the one hit by
a great calamity.

2 In this condition, I heard the news of the passing of the Hand of
Thy Cause in the Land of Ta, that illustrious being, that noble
scholar, the wayfarer on the right course leading to the straight
path, the promulgator of Thy sweet savors among the sincere
ones, and long-suffering in Thy trials among the afHlicted.

O God! In his days, he was steadfast in his heart, resolute in
his purpose, assured in his soul, radiating heavenly gladness,
eloquent in his speech, wondrous in his utterance, powerful in
proffering proofs with joy and radiance. How numerous were
the evenings that he spent shackled by chains and bonds, and
how many the days that he endured sorrows and hardships in
the depths of the darkest of prisons while thankful for Thy
favors, patient in the woes sent by Thee, reassured in his com-
munion with Thee and proclaiming Thy sweet fragrances.

O God! He abated not in teaching Thy mighty words. The
slander of the ignoble slanderer deterred him not while under
grievous shackles and iron chains. He supplicated Thee unde-
terred by swords and spears, saying:

5 O Thou my All-Merciful Lord! I sacrifice my heart and my soul
for Thee. I deem these tribulations the greatest bounty inas-
much as they are in the path of Thy love, and I patiently endure
them for Thy beauty and find them delightful in my yearning
to mention Thee Name, as if tribulations are the spirit of life
for them who seek salvation, and calamities are the greatest of
bounties even if they are the most grievous of afflictions.
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Then his feet were freed from bondage, and he associated with
the well favored, and he praised and thanked Thee for that
which befell him at the hands of the malicious. He continued
to aspire for death in Thy path, and yearned to ascend in
his longing to meet Thee. He devotedly prayed to Thee at
dawn and hoped to rend asunder the veil until he cast off this
garment and detached himself from this earthly attire. He left
behind this mortal life and flew to the highest retreats. He
abandoned this plane of darkness, so that he could plunge into
the sea of light in the kingdom of mysteries.

O Lord! Glorify his station and grant him an exalted seat of
truth, adorn his wings with feathers so that he may soar unto
the limitless realms above, and grant Thou the aspirations of
every soul and afford them their hopes. O Lord! Confer Thou
patience upon his grieving wife and his distinguished offspring
and his relatives, and make them the signs of guidance follow-
ing the traces of that heavenly personage and treading in the
footsteps of that noble soul, thus keeping his lamp burning to
exhilarate the souls, and grant them prosperity and success in
this world and the next. Thou art the All-Bountiful, Thou art
the Glorious, Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

5 e o (K8 Bl ey o 121 01U
QJ)LA&J&)JJ\E:}&)LBBJ\JA\
S all g dlhy Y, Gl sl e ale
s 3 S BB 00 Gy y S
5 W gy o Al s gy 5l
el obge S5 5 QAN add e 52
PSPl e 31

BIPMNECP S P B N

G il Lo oo e Lol U a1
RPN o G G ALY ol
ol B30 oy el el 5 ol s K
653 5 SV el 5wl w5 b
S5 05 bl DU ol 5 3
J?)‘\ S5 Olghas S 5 ] ot
TIY) & aid aolias 05y 5 Joddl
RPNIPRTSNRY oM C\e:ﬂ‘ #0) s
ol Kl il S e Sl S
ff-:)\ &a:)\
MKT3.318, YIA.375-
376

BRL_DAK#0858,

AB01132

To: Baha’is of Iran, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-27

O divine friends! In these successive years when the world
of creation has been deprived of rest and comfort, the East
convulsed and the West agitated, the South in severest tribu-
lation and the North in utmost weariness, communications cut
off and connections severed, his honor Amin has mentioned
the names of all the friends of God and handmaidens of the
All-Merciful who have ascended, and has requested forgiveness
A prayer was offered at the threshold of the
Glorious Lord seeking pardon and forgiveness for all, that all
may be immersed in the deep ocean of the Lord’s forgiveness.
Likewise his honor Amin has mentioned the friends of Shiraz,
the companions of Isfahan, the friends of Kashan, the devoted

for each one.
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ones of Khurasan, the believers of Tabriz, the assured ones of
Hamadan, the attracted ones of Amzajird, and the enkindled
ones of Mazandaran - in short, the friends from all parts of
Iran - noting that all have succeeded in servitude at the Sacred
Threshold and have requested mention of the good qualities of
each one. However, letters from all regions pour down like rain
these days. I do not have a moment’s respite, for occupations
and difficulties are also an endless sea. Therefore with heart
and soul I pray at the Divine Threshold that all may become
the recipients of endless favors. Whatever has been entrusted
to his honor Amin during this period he has sent and continues
to send. Amin’s receipt is my receipt.

Now, O divine friends! Praise be to God that the fame of the
Ancient Beauty’s greatness has spread to every clime and the
call of the Cause of God has become the dawning-place of il-
lumination in all horizons. The friends in cities and villages
must arise to diffuse the divine fragrances with perfect unity,
harmony, sincerity and attraction. The teachers must travel
and move about with utmost sincerity, dignity, sanctity and
detachment, and all the friends must show the utmost consid-
eration to these blessed, truthful souls. His honor Amin has
greatly praised the teachers, saying that some of these holy
souls are truly like bright candles and are detached from this
world, striving night and day to guide souls and cause hearts
to rejoice. Since Amin has no thoughts of self, therefore his
praise is confirmed and accepted by all. The purpose is that
the divine friends may be joyous and pleased, and confident
that their services are remembered. From the favors of the
Lord of Hidden Bounties, I hope that all may hold fast to the
Most Firm Handle and conduct themselves according to the
divine teachings.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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To: Baha’is of Iran, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-28

O God! O Forgiver of sins, Remover of afflictions, Attractor of
hearts, and Concealer of every sinner even though immersed
in the depths of transgression! Verily, certain servants whom
Thou didst choose for Thy love, select for Thy knowledge, sin-
gle out for Thy mercy, and guide unto the Dawning-Place of
Thy oneness, whom Thou didst heal from the ailments that
beset all souls, and with whom Thou didst fulfill Thy trusted
covenant in the realm of spirits, such that they cared not for
mere shadows but arose with joy when the Lamp shone forth in
the glass of Thy mercy - they walked in Thy path, drank from
the Salsabil of Thy grace, and quaffed from the cup wherein
the wine sparkled like unto a lamp.

> My Lord! They detached themselves from this world and
turned to the Supreme Concourse, devoted their faces to Thy
Most Glorious Beauty, yearned for the Most Exalted Compan-
ion, called out Thy Name among the multitudes, summoned all
to Thy most exalted Kingdom, and turned to Thee with hum-
ble hearts, watchful eyes, and submissive spirits, supplicating
unto Thee at eventide and dawn.

My Lord! They bore every hardship and adversity, every trial
and calamity in Thy path, O Lord of the highest heavens! My
Lord! They neither grieved at tribulations nor were frightened
by misfortunes. Rather, they remained as firm as lofty, im-
movable mountains, making themselves targets for arrows in
Thy love, and enduring trials and pains in Thy path. They an-
swered Thy call and hastened to the shade of the Tree of Thy
mercy. Their eyes shed tears in their longing to meet Thee,
their sighs ascended, and their sorrows intensified at being de-
prived of the luminous gathering wherein the Almighty, the
Omnipotent would manifest Himself.

Until at last their strength failed them, their frames trem-
bled from separation, the fire of anguish blazed within their
breasts, and their patience was exhausted by remoteness from
Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. So they cast off their bodily gar-
ments, donned the robe of sanctity, and soared to the highest
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horizon in their longing to attain Thy presence in the King-
dom of Mysteries and their yearning to attend the gathering
of divine manifestation, the center of lights.

My Lord! Honor these arrivals, permit them to attain the an-
ticipated goal, to reach the praised station, to abide eternally
in the realm of revelation and witnessing. Make them signs
of pardon and forgiveness, banners of grace and benevolence,
stars shining from the horizon of the Most High, and hosts rais-
ing the standard in the Supreme Concourse. Verily, Thou art
the Generous, Thou art the Merciful, Thou art the Pardoning,
the Forgiving. O my Lord, the Compassionate, the Great!
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-28

O trustee of Abdu’l-Baha! Your two letters were received, one
dated 25 Safar 1337 and the other undated....

...In these years of upheaval when the fire of war has laid waste
to the world, praise be to God that the friends of God, having
followed the divine commandments and acted according to the
merciful teachings in service to humanity, and having caused
no harm to any soul, have therefore remained protected and
preserved. All the events that occurred in these years of war
were revealed in the divine tablets forty or fifty years ago and
were published and distributed throughout all regions of the
world, leaving no room for denial by any outsider, as these
events were so clearly revealed fifty years before their occur-
rence.

His honor Haji Ghulam-Rida Amin, the trustee of Abdu’l-
Baha, although his desired outcome remains unfulfilled until
now, should be confident in the grace of the All-Merciful. If
this matter with the Sipahsalar can be resolved amicably, it
will benefit both parties, for worldly wealth does not warrant
dispute and contention. “No one owns anything,” as the Quran
states: “And you have come to Us individually, just as We cre-
ated you the first time, and you have left behind what We
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bestowed upon you.” It states that when you came into this
world, you were naked with empty hands, and likewise when
you depart from this world, you will leave naked and desti-
tute with empty hands, abandoning whatever wealth and pos-
sessions you imagine you have. Naked and alone, in utmost
poverty and need, you go beneath the earth. Therefore, one
should not attach importance to these matters....

Many prayers for forgiveness were offered for Jinab-i-
Samandar, Jinab-i-Na’im, Jinab-i-Haji Abdul-Karim and
others, and now a prayer for forgiveness has also been offered
for the Hand of the Cause Ibn-i-Abhar which is enclosed.
Deliver it to his esteemed wife and noble children. Regularly
send his allowances to his children and wife, and build his
grave on my behalf....

8 aleie Sk Dy FUS L S5
5 3l e gws y amy bl Loy 83,
G s 0bs 6 dape danl 51 K8y
sl Sy ds ges L 0Ll 5 o
S s 8 s dbe s bl s O )
Sl s b s s wilae STl
Oludl Al b g e STl ) bt 5 B0

o s ch o

sl 3 Sk sk bbb
Gl Sl s o Ol e O
Glabie 6 o 5 43 Ko o 5 £ Nle
ol o) @ ool gls ol O ke d%
bt By Sl D y3 45
Slanad 5 aole, skl sY 5 olay
5 il Lizie 0ltn 5 5Vl 4 1o 41
el e J8 51 L8

MMEKG6#141x, YIA.379a

AB02902

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Apr-28

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
communication, after being cut off, is being restored again, and
hearts are filled with utmost joy that by His great grace and
bounty, communication is being established among the sincere
loved ones. Praise be to God that the friends who are firm in
the Covenant throughout the world are confirmed and success-
ful, and in the utmost joy and fragrance are rendering service
to the world of humanity. They are truthful, well-wishing and
kind to all people, and never interfere in political affairs. Their
endeavor is focused on the world of morals, so that through di-
vine teachings and holy breaths, souls may be rescued from
the darkness of the world of nature, which is pure corruption
and savagery, and be illumined by divine light. Thus may
the unity of the human world pitch its tent at the pole of the
world, may universal peace raise its banner in all regions, may
the earth become a supreme paradise, and may the face of the
earth receive its share from the grace of the manifest light.
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2 In truth, from the beginning of the Cause the Sadat-i-Khams
served with the utmost dedication, especially your honor who
did not delay or hesitate for a moment in doing what was nec-
essary and proper, and like an immovable mountain and iron
peak remained firm and steadfast in the Covenant. Therefore
confirmations and success have encompassed you from all direc-
tions. Convey my utmost longing and most glorious greetings
to all the friends.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani, in Khurasan
Date: 1919-Apr-28

O Khalilu’llah, merciful-hearted Abraham! The letter you
sent through Jinab-i-Amin arrived and brought great joy, for
praise be to God, Faran was protected and preserved from se-
vere tests and ever increased in firmness and steadfastness in
the Covenant. The divine fragrances are spreading, spiritual
gatherings continue, teaching lessons are eloquent, the school’s
foundation is solid and firm, and at dawn in the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar there are supplications and devotions to the mighty,
compelling Lord. We praise God for this great bounty and
manifest victory.

The gatherings of the handmaidens of the Merciful are of ut-
most importance, so that the honored women may become the
envy of men in establishing proofs and guiding to the path.
Convey utmost kindness on my behalf to the noble and dis-
tinguished ones. His honor Aqa Mirza Jalal is, with utmost
beauty and perfection, attracted to the peerless Countenance.
However, do not hasten pilgrimage to the Holy Land, for his
presence in those regions during these days is necessary and
obligatory, and is the cause of the shining forth of lights. The
reply to the letter of the respected person was written and is
enclosed with this letter; please deliver it. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Amy Gerrans, in Switzerland
Date: 1919-May-02

O handmaiden of God! Your letter was received and its con-
tents brought joy, for it indicated that you have turned to
God and devoted yourself to the Most Great One, and that
your purpose is service to the entire human world. Indeed, ev-
ery particular matter in the human world stems from human
feelings, while every universal matter stems from divine boun-
ties. Therefore, one must consider the universal in all degrees.
Consider a lamp that humans light - at most it illuminates 100
steps, but the sun, which is the divine lamp, illuminates this
entire solar sphere and bestows bounty upon all horizons, for
the sun is the divine lamp. Thus human endeavors must relate
to humanity as a whole. This is why in the divine tablets it
states to this effect that all on earth are branches and leaves
of one tree. Consider this universality, not the particularity of
leaves, flowers and fruits.

We hope that the friends of God and handmaidens of the Merci-
ful will, in accordance with heavenly teachings, serve the unity
of the human world, consider religion as the foundation of love
and fellowship among humanity, and strive to reconcile religion
and science. May they become a treasure of wealth for every
poor one, a refuge and shelter for every seeker of protection,
a spirit and delight for the destitute, and divine assistance for
the helpless. In brief, may they conduct themselves according
to the heavenly teachings.

Convey my respectful greetings to Madame Bernard and tell
her: Do not grieve, do not be heart-sore, do not lament. Be
content with divine decree. This ephemeral world has no im-
portance and this earthly life no merit. It is a wave among
waves - no matter how high it rises, it ultimately vanishes and
disappears. What importance has such a wave? We hope the
sea remains eternal and enduring. Although the noble per-
son Monsieur Bernard has hidden his face and his spirit has
hastened to another world, this transfer is not cause for annihi-
lation, and this journey holds no danger. Once man existed in
the mineral world, then journeyed to the plant world, hastened
from the plant world to the animal world, and flew from the
animal world to the human world. Thus it became clear that
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transfer from one world to another is cause for elevation, not
annihilation - it is ascent, not decline.

We beseech divine favors that although we may ultimately be-
come rootless and homeless in this world, in the hidden world
we may be immersed in the forgiveness and pardon of the Mer-
ciful Lord. Likewise, forgiveness will be sought from the thresh-
old of oneness for the handmaiden of God Madame Fleming.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Tihran
Date: 1919-May-02

O longtime friend! Multiple letters from you were received
during this period which had all accumulated in Port Said,
and it was not possible to forward them to the Holy Land.
Thus they all arrived at once and were reviewed. Also recently
one dated the ninth of Jamadi’ul-Avval 337 arrived these days.
Since this latest letter is of recent date, therefore it is possible
to write a reply. However, if I wanted to answer all the letters,
there would absolutely be no opportunity.

As for your praise of the friends in the homeland of the Blessed
Beauty, especially in Barfurush - I am extremely pleased with
the friends in Barfurush, Simnan, Sangsar, Imamzadih Qasim,
Sari and Shahmirzad. They are truly self-sacrificing in the path
of God to the extent possible. Write to the relatives of Jinab-
i-Aqa Siyyid Muhammad-Rida and convey on my behalf the
Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings and utmost kind-
ness and heartfelt attachment. Indeed his honor endured se-
vere hardships and tribulations in the path of the All-Merciful
during his lifetime, therefore I have heartfelt attachment to
him and likewise to his relatives. In the Qur’an it states “Do
not forget the grace between you.” Convey my greetings to
Hadrat-i-Bassar. A few days ago a letter was written and sent
to him. And convey my utmost love and heartfelt attachment
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to the children of Hadrat-i-Shaykh. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Kirman et al., in Rafsanjan
Date: 1919-May-04

O ye steadfast ones! O ye firm ones! A perfumed breeze and
a musk-laden breath reaches the nostrils of the yearning ones
from the region of Kerman. In the divine Tablets there is an
indication which proves that that land and territory will ulti-
mately be illumined by the brilliant lights of the Sun of Truth.
The people of Kerman have always been enchanted and enrap-
tured, and in all ages have been renowned for their attraction
and ecstasy. Surely in this great Cause they will outstrip oth-
ers. A dispirited people are forever withered. They have no
life, they are not like a pulsating artery. They may show some
feeble movement for a few days, but with the slightest affliction
or trial they become extinguished. However, when the people
of Kerman and Rafsanjan ignite, they are like the fire-temple of
Sadih - their flames reach to the heavens for thousands of years.
In any case, we await the day when the friends in Kerman will
kindle such a fire that its heat will spread to all regions, and
the divine melody from the branches of that land will bring
delight to the ears of the Concourse on High.

My God, my God! These are servants in whose breasts and
inner beings the fire of Thy love is ablaze, and the breezes of
Thy holiness pass over them morning and evening, perfuming
their nostrils until their hearts are stirred by that life-giving
fragrance that revives the souls of the successful and prosper-
ous ones. Lord! Spiritual sensibilities and divine attractions
have been awakened in them until they have made all their re-
membrances and prayers into a single prayer, and their state in
Thy service eternal. Lord! Illumine their faces with a brilliant
light, adorn their hearts with a radiant brightness, expand their
breasts with the signs of Thy oneness, raise upon their hills the
banners of Thy uniqueness, enlighten their inner vision, purify
their inmost thoughts, and make their faces sincere for Thy
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gracious countenance. Verily Thou art the Most Merciful, the
Compassionate, and verily Thou art the Bestower, the Kind,
the Merciful.
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To: Family of Siyyid Muhammad Rida (Barfurush), in Babul
Date: 1919-May-04

O relatives of that illustrious person! For some time, due to
the interruption of communications, no new correspondence
has reached those friends. Now that the path of communica-
tion has opened, my heart and soul desire to converse with
those servants at the Divine Threshold and write an account
of my longing. In all conditions I await the arrival of news
that those souls, stirred by the heart-attracting breeze of the
Most Glorious Paradise, will show new enthusiasm and strike
a fresh flame and, dancing and clapping and stamping their
feet in the homeland of the Beloved of the worlds, will raise a
clamor and hoist the banner of precedence and eternal glory. I
await such a bounty and anticipate the arrival of such a virtue.
I beseech God to assist you in this. Verily my Lord aids His
sincere servants who do not speak before He speaks and who
act according to His command.

His holiness who attained the presence of his Lord in the seat
of truth on high, in the Most Glorious Kingdom, chants the
verses of the most great bounty, saying “Would that my people
knew how my Lord has forgiven me and made me one of those
who are honored!” And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Fakhrid-Din nephew of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Mazandaran
Date: 1919-May-04

O thou who art turned unto God! Although correspondence
was cut off for some time, yet the connection remains firm, for
the unifying Word has linked hearts in such a way that absence
is the same as presence, and lack of news causes intensity of
connection. Your distinguished uncle ascended to the Kingdom
of Mysteries, but praise be to God, his traces remain firm and
established. He left behind noble sons and persons like yourself
as memorials. I hope that the descendants will bring honor
to their ancestors, so that they may water and nurture the
sapling that that one ascended unto God planted, until it casts
a mighty shade and yields fresh fruits and produce. A detailed
prayer seeking forgiveness for His Holiness was written and
sent to the Holy Land. Surely a copy of it will reach you. I
beseech God that that divine servant may surge like the sea
and raise such a wave that it soars from the realm of possibility
to the realm beyond place, and upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Family of Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-May-05

O kinfolk of that holy soul, that bright and brilliant star, His
Holiness Samandar! That lion of the divine realm spent his
life engaged in promoting the clear verses, breaking through
the veils of the doubtful ones, and chanting the perfect words.
He never faltered for a moment, and in all circumstances was
like a mighty mountain, firm and steadfast. He laid such a
solid and firm foundation in this wondrous Dispensation that
its pinnacle reaches the Supreme Concourse. Appreciate the
value of his efforts and strive to complete this edifice. Water
the goodly tree that he planted in the soil of paradise - that is,
follow his path and way and manifest his character and quali-
ties, so that this tree may become “firmly rooted, its branches
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reaching to heaven, yielding its fruit in all seasons.” Model all
your conduct on his deeds so that each of you may become a
fitting branch of that tree and “the child may be the secret of
his father.” For when noble character combines with noble lin-
eage, the relationship becomes real; otherwise if bad character
conflicts with noble lineage, the relationship is severed since it
is metaphorical not real - “he is not of thy family, his work is
unrighteous.”

I hope that you will be, in essence of heart and soul, like that
embodied light and personified spirit. His will was reviewed - it
was written with the utmost joy and fragrance. A will should
be like this - everyone should take it as an example.

Referring to the goldsmith’s shop that belongs to the Cause of
God and has been entrusted to his custody: Since one-third of
the shares of the non-existent inheritors reverts to the House of
Justice when it is formed, and in its absence the Centre of the
Covenant, therefore please pay the amount due to the share of
the rent to Haji Hasan’s daughter.

As for the matter of teaching, you should explain it in the
way that I explained it in Europe and America. And to the
Christian priest from Georgia who was with the Red Cross,
whose name is Artets Grigor and who was close to His Holiness
Samandar - if he returns to Iran, convey greetings and utmost
heartfelt affection and kindness from Abdul-Baha. Show the
greatest consideration and respect to that esteemed person. I
beseech God that he may raise up a banner at the pole of
contingent existence that will wave forever at the highest apex.
And preserve the history that Samandar wrote for the other
priest who was in the highway department, so that it may
endure.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Poona
Date: 1919-May-05

O steadfast ones in the Covenant! The letter you wrote dated
April 11, 1919, along with two treatises - one in Persian and
one in English - was reviewed. The publication of both is
permitted. Send several copies of that English treatise to the
Holy Land.

> As for the annual convention of the Baha’is in India similar to

the American Convention, this is approved, but strive to ensure
that the views of all the friends are united in this matter so
that it does not become a cause of disagreement and division
in the future. What is of utmost importance is the unity and
agreement of all the friends and complete harmony among the
beloved ones. This is the most important of matters.

If someone becomes disheartened, give them importance and
by whatever means warm their hearts and bring them into
your circle. If this happens, the light of the manifest Faith will
encompass the world.

Holding the convention in the central city is very appropriate,
but at the time of organizing, consult with the friends so that
the location is determined by majority vote, as there is plenty
of time.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 5 May 1919.
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To: Bihruz Dhabihullah, in London
Date: 1919-May-06

Kind friend, your letter dated April 22, 1919 from London was
received, but the previous letter did not arrive due to disorder
in the routes and mail system. Please send another copy of the
verses. This wanderer has complete attachment to the ordinary
people of Iran, let alone someone like you who truly renders ser-
vice to Iran and indeed to the entire human world. Therefore, I
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am very eager to meet you. Whenever travel becomes possible
with ease and comfort, your visit would certainly bring us the
utmost joy and delight.

You had written that some said the reason for not receiving a
reply was either because you had written in Persian, or because
you had become known for friendship with Iran. Consider -
can there be words more meaningless than these? First, this
wanderer’s language is Persian; naturally every Persian loves
their own language, and moreover there are many Tablets from
Baha’u’llah in pure Persian of the utmost eloquence. How then
could the Persian language be unacceptable? Second, both
Baha’u’llah and the Bab were Iranian, and twenty or thirty
thousand Iranians sacrificed their lives in this path, and I too
am Iranian. Even though it has been sixty years since I left
Iran, I am still not content that even a minor Iranian custom
be abandoned.

The Baha'’is adore Iran - and this is not just talk. Look at the
deeds, what concern have you with words? A thousand loads
of words about zeal, enthusiasm, magnanimity, protection and
chivalry are not worth a penny, but one small deed is worth a
flowing treasure. As for your journey to England, this too was
from your good fortune - the future will show.

You had written that people like this servant have no worth or
value in the holy presence and their petitions carry no impor-
tance. However, people like you who are truly well-wishers of
the government and nation, who strive for Iran’s good name
and are learned - such souls I count as my own kith and kin.
In brief, I tell you truthfully that I am eager to meet you, for
you render service to Iran and Iranians, and I am among the
Iranians.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

ADMS#065i16x
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1919-May-07

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A few days ago a letter
was written and sent. It is hoped that it arrived. In brief,
enclosed in the letter was also sent a reply to the respected
person. If possible, you should communicate directly with the
Holy Land, or through Birjand, and if that is not possible, then
through Tehran. Appreciate the worth of this respected person,
for he is full of zeal and enthusiasm, not lazy and negligent, but
a man of action.

Likewise convey utmost longing and yearning to His Holiness
Hashmat. I will supplicate and implore at the Threshold of
Oneness on his behalf and seek new confirmation. I hope he
will become a pillar of the Kingdom.

Convey utmost love and kindness to Jinab-i-Murtada-Quli,
Jinab-i-Haji Aqga Nasru’llah, Jinab-i-Jalal, Sulayman, Husayn,
Aga Jan, the handmaid of God Qudsiyyih, the handmaid of
God Sardar, the handmaid of God Ruh-Angiz, the handmaid
of God Surur and the sisters. For the near handmaid of God
Mardiyyih and the suppliant handmaid of God Radiyyih,
forgiveness and pardon were sought from the Threshold of
Oneness.

Give glad tidings of the favors of the Lord of creation to the
friends in Bushruyyih. It is hoped that Khayru’l-Qura will be-
come Ummu’l-Qura, and the friends in Taq will become man-
ifestations of the favors of the Luminary of the horizons, and
the loved ones in Bajistan will, like roses in a garden, attain
utmost delicacy and freshness from the dewdrops of the cloud
of grace.

The school that was established in Faran - this school must be
given great importance. Encourage and urge His Honor the
teacher to pursue this service with utmost effort. The hand-
maid of God Jamaliyyih was truly deserving of such a bounty,
and this station became the bestowal upon each rightful one
of their right. You did very well and appropriately. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Edwin Fisher, in Lausanne
Date: 1919-May-07

O physician of the body and the spirit! Thy letter dated 12
April 1919 was received and renewed our old covenant; that is,
after an interruption in our communication for some time, we
once again began to correspond.

Miss Stevens is in England.

Praised be God that thou art now in an important place, a
place where there is great capacity for the propagation of the
divine teachings. For some time it hath been my wish that the

call of the Kingdom of God may be raised in that great land.

Nowhere in the whole world may be found people as civilized
and humanitarian as the inhabitants of that land. Therefore,
it is my earnest hope that the Divine Spirit may rapidly bestow
eternal life upon those receptive souls, and that thou mayest
be one of the summoners to the Kingdom, for I think it will
become evident on all sides that divine confirmations will be
vouchsafed to those heavenly souls from every direction. I am
confident, and thou shouldst likewise be confident and engage
in spreading the teachings of God.

Convey my greetings and love to all the friends, especially Mr.

Schwarz, Mr. Herrigel, Mrs. Taereh, who is truly radiant, and
to others. Upon thee rest greetings and praise.

BRL_ATE#117
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay
Date: 1919-May-09

O fellow traveler and dear one! Your detailed letters were re-
ceived. All the minutiae of affairs are known and evident to
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and the thoughts and intentions are clear. How-
ever, in the Qur’an it states: “Had you been harsh and hard-
hearted, they would have scattered from around you.” There-
fore, to the extent possible, one must deal with all the friends
with utmost kindness. Christ says that if a kind shepherd loses
one sheep from the flock, he leaves the other sheep to run after
that lost sheep. Therefore, we must strive with all our might so
that no friend becomes estranged and no soul becomes disheart-
ened or hurt. Thus you must, in whatever way possible, act in
such a manner that creates joy and fragrance. Let strangers
become friends. Let us suppose a person’s insistent self takes
the reins and drives him into mountains and plains and valleys
and rocky places - when it meets no resistance, it will even-
tually tire and become calm. Now we must deal with souls
in whatever way necessary so they do not become completely
turned away. In brief, this servant’s approach has been written
to explain the wisdom of forbearance. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mahmud Furughi, in Khurasan
Date: 1919-May-18

O honored Furughi, upon you be the blessings and peace of
God the day you were born, the day you will die, and the day
you will be raised to life.

Until now two letters have been received from your honor and
both were answered and sent, along with letters to others
within them, but they arrive late and perhaps some letters
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are lost on the way due to postal irregularities. Now a third
letter has arrived and I am immediately writing a reply.

Convey my utmost heartfelt longing to Jinab-i-Muhammad
‘Ali Khan Agajan. The dream they saw was a true dream,
and the proof is that they were naked, meaning free from all
garments until they don the shirt of sanctification, and they
were in the state of ihram so they might become afflicted with
every sinner’s affliction. This weak servant placed his hand on
their shoulder - this is a sign of acceptance and approval, for
in all Qur’anic commentaries regarding the blessed verse “God
will bring forth a people whom He loves and who love Him,”
it is recorded that when this blessed verse was revealed, the
Prophet (may my spirit be sacrificed for him) placed his hand
on Salman’s shoulder and said “This one and his people - even
if knowledge were in the Pleiades, men from among the Per-
sians would attain it.” Thus it became clear that the greatest
proof of love and acceptance is placing one’s hand on the shoul-
der. In any case, the interpretation of this dream will become
evident and manifest.

Praise be to God that whether traveling or at home, whether
in times of ease or times of wandering, in all conditions you are
engaged in service to the Truth and familiar with the call of the
Kingdom of God, striving to unite hearts and endeavoring to
kindle the ignited fire in hearts. All the friends and people of
the pavilions send their most wondrous and glorious greetings.

Now for some days, with perfect wisdom, occupy yourself in
encouraging and stimulating the blessed souls in Khurasan and
create enthusiasm and rapture among the friends. Afterwards
I will summon your honor specifically.
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AB02280

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1919-May-18

O ye true companions and intimate friends! During these sev-
eral years, when the flame of war was rising to its utmost height,
although communication was severed and yet spiritual disclo-
sure was manifest, though distance intervened, the land was
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convulsed, intercourse was cut off, and correspondence broken,
yet hearts were not deprived of fellowship and love. For the
realm of heart and soul is other than the world of water and
clay: no barrier can obstruct it, nor can any mighty rampart
stand in its way.

Although we were debarred from utterance, yet through di-
rect vision we were blessed: not a moment passed but that
the senses were perfumed with the fragrances wafted from the
rose-garden of hearts; and, with the utmost supplication and
entreaty, we turned toward the Abha Kingdom, imploring con-
firmations for the friends.

The friends, likewise, praise be to God, remained firm and
steadfast in the Covenant, consorting and mingling with one
another, and never evincing the least shortcoming or slackness.
This, too, became the cause of the utmost joy and gladness.

Whenever Jinab-i-Amin found the means and, by chance,
wrote a letter, he would make mention of all the friends, saying:
“Praise be to God, the beloved in all lands, from Persia to
Turkistan, are in the utmost firmness and steadfastness; they
are self-sacrificing and devoted, and whatsoever hath been
entrusted to them of the Huquq hath, in its entirety, been
received and continueth to be received.”

Since in these years the sending, one by one, of receipts hath
been exceedingly difficult, this letter shall therefore have the
force of all receipts. The receipt of Amin is my receipt; for he
thinketh not of himself, nor is he bound by more or less. He is
free and self-effacing, truthful and merciful.

Upon you be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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AB05150

To: Bahman Khudamurad (Yazd) et al., in Tihran
Date: 1919-May-18

O ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
ye have investigated reality and illumined the chamber of your
hearts with the light of guidance. Ye have opened your eyes
and beheld the celestial Luminary, and ye have attained to that
which was the ultimate desire of the pure ones and the free. All
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creation awaited the shining of the radiant Sun, hoping that
one day the Sovereign of the East would raise His banner and
all would find repose beneath His shade. Yet when the brilliant
Luminary did shine forth, all became blind and sightless, and
were deprived of beholding the light of their Lord. Now ye
are the successful ones while the leaders are deprived. What
bounty could be greater than this? Give thanks unto your
Lord that ye have become among the chosen ones of Truth and
among those drawn nigh to the threshold of the All-Knowing
God. I hope that the partnership you have formed will become
a magnet for divine blessings and that the signs of the bounty
of the Divine Unity will become manifest and evident from
every direction. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Alyahu (Kashan) et al.,
Date: 1919-May-18

in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The feast that thou didst
spread and the bounteous table that thou didst prepare was
truly a divine feast and a heavenly banquet. Though ‘Abdu’l-
Baha was physically distant, he was present in heart and soul.
Such gatherings spring from nobility of nature and loftiness of
character, and cause hearts to be enkindled with warmth and
fire. Friends become helpers, and loved ones, like the Pleiades,
embrace one another. Spiritual feelings are aroused, and love,
fellowship and unity become manifest.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

ADMS#101
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Date: 1919-May-18

As to thy inquiry about travelling to nearby towns out of
Chicago for the promulgation of the divine teachings: It is
acceptable if thou dost continue in this work.

As to the House of Spirituality: It is the name for the group,
the committee, and it is the best of all the names.

Convey my greeting and praise to the maid-servant of God,
Mrs. Grace Anderson and say unto her: “Verily, [ bury my face
in the dust of supplication and invocation and I pray for thee
to God to make thee free from every hindrance and attachment
in the life of this world, so that thou mayest be clothed with
the garment of holiness in the Kingdom of Abha, and become
sanctified from the darkness of the world of nature and its
limitations, enkindled with the fire of the love of God and
attracted to the fragrances of God.”

SW__v104#06 p.108-109x

AB00807

To: Afnan, Siyyid Husayn et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1919-May-21

O blessed souls near to the Divine Threshold! Your letter ar-
rived and its contents brought the utmost joy and delight, for
it was clear proof of your steadfastness in the straight path and
evident testimony to your unity and agreement in the mighty
Covenant. Praise be to God that during these years of war,
the friends in Shiraz were engaged in intimate prayer and were
always in harmony with love and affection. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
moved by the sincerity and steadfastness of the friends in Shi-
raz and beseeches the Abha Kingdom for confirmation and
success, that in these days they may kindle a new flame and
raise their melody to the Supreme Concourse, bring souls to ec-
stasy and joy, and educate the hearers in the divine teachings.
Through the luminosity of their character, nobility of nature,
steadfast trustworthiness, and abundant love and kindness to
all humanity, may they teach the Cause of God and promote
the religion of God.
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Some time ago letters were sent to Shiraz, and through Jinab-i-
Afnan of the Holy Tree, Aqa Mirza Habibullah, forgiveness was
sought for all the departed friends of Shiraz, and a letter was
written to His Honor ‘Andalib and likewise to several others.
I hope news of their arrival will come. That blessed region is
the homeland of the Exalted One (may my spirit be a sacrifice
for Him). This servant’s desire is that it become a supreme
paradise and the envy of the earth. He clearly states: “We see
you from My Most Glorious Horizon and We shall assist those
who arise to help My Cause with the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse and a company of favored angels.” The victorious
hosts in this Revelation are souls who, through divine power,
heavenly confirmation, godly resolve, and conduct that brings
life to the human world, are successful. I hope that Shiraz will
become the center of these hosts.

My God, my God! These are Thy sincere servants, attracted
by Thy holy fragrances, enkindled with the fire of Thy love,
speaking Thy praise, expounding Thy proof and evidence, pro-
moting Thy religion. I implore Thee and beseech Thee to con-
firm them with what Thou hast promised them through the
confirmations of Thy divinity and the assistance of the hosts
of Thy Supreme Concourse and company of Thy near angels.
Lord! IHlumine their faces with brilliant light, perfume their
nostrils with sweet fragrance, gladden their eyes by witnessing
Thy signs, and cause their ears to hear Thy sweetest call from
Thy most glorious Kingdom, that they may be aids to this
servant in diffusing Thy fragrances among all creation. Verily
Thou knowest, O my Beloved, that I love Thy sincere servants
in the land of Shin and sacrifice my spirit and soul for them,
and I implore Thee in the depths of night and at dawn to
make these righteous ones brilliant lamps radiating light. Ver-
ily Thou art the Mighty, the Chosen One, verily Thou art the
Generous, the Most High. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Edward T Hall, in Manchester
Date: 1919-May-21

O well-wisher of all humanity!

The poem entitled “The Woods of Blavincourt” has been pe-
rused. It was eloquent and consummate. Its perusal has deeply
moved the heart, and has set forth the evils of war and of con-
flict in the world if existence.

When that spot (France) is gazed at attentively, the breasts of
the oppressed will be revealed which have acted as targets to
darts and arrows; the blood of the afflicted ones will be seen
which has colored red the ground, and the sighs and wails of
orphans will be heard that reach the summit of heaven. The
cries and groans of mothers that mourn the loss of their chil-
dren, surge like unto the billows of the sea, and the moans
and lamentations of fathers, distressed at the loss of their sons,
upset and wound the hearts. Reflect ye, how disastrous are
the consequences of war, while contrariwise when the period
of peace and reconciliation is prolonged, every suckling babe
attains maturity and establishes a family; devastated countries
are repaired, the banner of tranquility and comfort is unfurled,
wealth increases day by day, great enterprises are undertaken,
every wandering and distressed person secures a shelter and
every afflicted soul a remedy; and the virtues of mankind and
the Bounty of God will be made resplendent.

Such is the difference between peace and war. That is why
the herald of the Kingdom has raised, fifty years ago, the call
of universal peace; has promulgated the oneness of the world
of humanity; has caused the foundation of religious and racial
prejudice to quake and has summoned every one to the one-
ness of mankind. So that amity and union may be promoted
amongst men, and estrangement may vanish, that enmity and
alienation may be abrogated, and love and harmony may be
legalized.

At present this poem of yours is an exposition of these heavenly
instructions, and a reminder of Divine Counsels and admoni-
tions. I hope that it may help to promote Universal Peace.
With those to whom you have spoken upon universal peace,
the oneness of mankind, the abandonment of ignorant preju-
dices; I hope that those souls will be awakened, will be made
aware, will investigate truth and will be freed from these igno-
rant superstitions.
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Convey the utmost kindness to Mr. John Craven, his wife and
family; to Joseph the Merchant in Manchester, and to thy wife
and family.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha.

TDD.011-012

AB01991

To: Edma Ballora Belmont, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-May-21

O thou who art tested through calamities and afflictions! I
am deeply grieved by thy grief, as thou hast been struck by a
calamity beyond thy strength to bear. Such is the nature of this
world. Do not be sorrowful and do not despair of God’s mercy,
for in this affliction there lies a great wisdom hidden from thee.
Thou shalt discover this wisdom when thou beholdest their
faces in the Kingdom of immortality. Be assured that thou hast
not lost them, and their death was nothing but a transfer from
the realm of this mortal world to the loftiest heights. Thou
shalt see their faces in the highest heavens, for when the loving
Gardener cherishes a plant, He removes it from among other
plants and transfers it from a confined space to a vast field
and a beautiful, flourishing garden where that plant may grow,
extend its branches, unfold its flowers, yield its fruit and spread
its shade. But the other trees know not of this, for this is a
hidden mystery that becomes revealed to us in the Kingdom
of immortality.

O maidservant of God! Do not grieve and lament. God’s solace
shall come to thee. Practice beautiful patience, for in it lies a
great reward. Do not imagine that the daughters have plunged
into the depths of death. Rather, they have transferred from
the abode of extinction to the abode of permanence, and thou
shalt behold their faces in the highest paradise. As for thy
specific question regarding the respected lady Mrs. Parsons’
desire for thee to be with her as her companion and associate
- it would be more restful for thee to be a nurse bearing great
hardship. Nevertheless, the choice is thine to make. When the
respected lady travels to these parts, thou may accompany her
on the journey so that thou mayest be honored by visiting the
blessed White Spot. We shall see thee patient in tribulation,
grateful in hardship and adversity. It befits one such as thee
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to thank thy Lord while immersed in seas of pain. Such is the
station of every maidservant who is humble and submissive
before God, yearning for eternal life in God’s Kingdom.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

SW__v10#19 p.341

AB12315

To: Herrigel, Wilhelm et al., in Lausanne
Date: 1919-May-21

O ye two firm ones in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
It conveyed glad tidings of the unity and love among the friends
of God and service to the oneness of the human world. My hope
is that the friends may become the cause of establishing love
and fellowship among all religions, and that all different races
may embrace one another. May the earth become one home-
land, and may justice and right encompass the human world.
The feast which you held with Miss Anna Kostlin in Esslingen
for the children was most acceptable. Such gatherings partake
of the Lord’s Supper. Convey my utmost love and kindness
to Mr. Hans Grimm. I pray for him that he may become
heavenly, divine, and illumined. Though I was saddened by
Emil Ruof’s ascension to the Supreme Kingdom, I find solace
in knowing that though this lamp was extinguished in the niche
of this earthly realm, it has been kindled in the glass of the
Kingdom. And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.436
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To: Javanmard Gushtasb et al., in Bombay
Date: 1919-May-21

O Lord! O Forgiver! These fortunate ones have bidden farewell
to this earthly world and have ascended to the pure realm.
They were enamored of Thee and enchanted by Thy counte-
nance and nature. They possessed pure hearts and radiant
souls.

The fire of passion and rapture blazed so intensely that it con-
sumed their physical garments, and their spirits, like the birds
of the meadow, took flight to Thy rose garden.

O Forgiver! Forgive their errors, bestow Thy gifts, grant purity,
and ordain faithfulness. Thou art the Bestower, the Kind One.
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AB00388

To: Baha’is of Chicago, IL
Date: 1919-May-22

O ye who are firm in the Covenant and the Testament! Your
letter was received and your blessed names were one by one
perused. The contents of the letter were divine inspirations and
manifest bounties because they were indicative of the union of
the friends and the harmony of all hearts.

2 Today the most remarkable favor of God centereth around
union and harmony among the friends; so that this unity and
concord may be the cause of the promulgation of the oneness
of the world of humanity, may emancipate the world from this
intense darkness of enmity and rancor, and that the Sun of
Truth may shine in full and perfect effulgence.

Today, all the peoples of the world are indulging in self-interest
and exert the utmost effort and endeavor to promote their
own material interests. They are worshipping themselves and
not the divine reality, nor the world of mankind. They seek
diligently their own benefit and not the common weal. This is
because they are captives of the world of nature and unaware
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of the divine teachings, of the bounty of the Kingdom and of
the Sun of Truth.

But ye, praise be to God, are at present especially favored with
this bounty, have become of the chosen, have been informed
of the heavenly instructions, have gained admittance into the
Kingdom of God, have become the recipients of unbounded
blessings and have been baptized with the Water of Life, with
the fire of the love of God and with the Holy Spirit.

Strive, therefore, with heart and soul that ye become ignited
candles in the assemblage of the world, glittering stars on the
horizon of Truth and may become the cause of the propagation
of the light of the Kingdom; in order that the world of humanity
may be converted into a divine realm, the nether world may
become the world on high, the love of God and the mercy of
the Lord may raise their canopy upon the apex of the world,
human souls may become the waves of the ocean of truth, the
world of humanity may grow into one blessed tree, the verses
of oneness may be chanted and the melodies of sanctity may
reach the Supreme Concourse.

Day and night I entreat and supplicate to the Kingdom of God
and beg for you infinite assistance and confirmation. Do not
take into consideration your own aptitudes and capacities, but
fix your gaze on the consummate bounty, the divine bestowal
and the power of the Holy Spirita€”the power that converteth
the drop into a sea and the star into a sun.

Praise be to God, the hosts of the Supreme Concourse secure
the victory and the power of the Kingdom is ready to assist and
to support. Should ye at every instant unloosen the tongue in
thanksgiving and gratitude, ye would not be able to discharge
yourselves of the obligation of gratitude for these bestowals.

Consider: eminent personages whose fame hath spread all over
the world shall, erelong, fade into utter nothingness as the
result of their deprivation of this heavenly bounty; no name
and no fame shall they leave behind, and of them no fruit and
trace shall survive. But as the effulgences of the Sun of Truth
have dawned forth upon you and ye have attained everlasting
life, ye shall shine and sparkle forevermore from the horizon of
existence.

Peter was a fisherman and Mary Magdalene a peasant, but
as they were specially favored with the blessings of Christ,
the horizon of their faith became illumined, and down to the
present day they are shining from the horizon of everlasting
glory. In this station, merit and capacity are not to be con-
sidered; nay rather, the resplendent rays of the Sun of Truth,
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which have illumined these mirrors, must be taken into account.

Ye are inviting me to America. I am likewise longing to gaze
upon those illumined faces and converse and associate with
those true friends. But the magnetic power which shall draw
me to those shores is the union and harmony of the friends,
their behavior and conduct in accordance with the teachings of

God and the firmness of all in the Covenant and the Testament.

O Divine Providence! This assemblage is composed of Thy
friends who are attracted to Thy beauty and are set ablaze
by the fire of Thy love. Turn these souls into heavenly angels,
resuscitate them through the breath of Thy Holy Spirit, grant
them eloquent tongues and resolute hearts, bestow on them
heavenly power and merciful susceptibilities, cause them to
become the promulgators of the oneness of mankind and the
cause of love and concord in the world of humanity, so that
the perilous darkness of ignorant prejudice may vanish through
the light of the Sun of Truth, this dreary world may become
illumined, this material realm may absorb the rays of the world
of spirit, these different colors may merge into one color and

the melody of praise may rise to the kingdom of Thy sanctity.

Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent and the Almighty!

SWAB#068, BSW#16.02x, BPRY.092x, SW_ v10#08 p.154-155, SW__v10#08
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To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1919-May-23

O steadfast in the Covenant! Your numerous letters were re-
ceived. The matter of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is of utmost im-
portance and will have momentous results. This is the first
divine foundation being established in that region, and praise
be to God, the friends of God have all arisen from all direc-
tions to assist. Thus far, numerous architectural plans have
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been drawn up for its construction. At the Convention, one of
these plans must be selected. Mr. Albert Vail truly has the
capacity and qualification for great services. I hope through
divine favors that he may kindle such a lamp in the glass of
that region that will illumine the surroundings with the light
of guidance. The formation of gatherings of blacks and whites
is a cause for the manifestation of the oneness of humanity. It
will completely erase and eliminate racial prejudice and give
everyone to drink from the spring of the water of life.

We telegraphed Mr. Remey to delay his journey since his pres-
ence in America during these days is necessary. He has truly
served and continues to serve with all his might and I love
him boundlessly. He is truly deserving of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s love.
What you have done regarding Mrs. Goodall is appropriate.
Kindly avoid Edna Peterson. Convey my utmost love and kind-
ness to Miss Jean Masson, as she has exerted the utmost effort
in writing newspaper articles, serving the Kingdom of God
and promoting the divine teachings. Deal with Mirza Ahmad
Sohrab with kindness and love. God desires love, fellowship
and unity. Expend all your effort on this - this is the cause
of everyone’s glory, this is the cause of nearness to the divine
threshold, this is the cause of entry into the Kingdom of God.
Convey my utmost love and kindness to Dr. Zia. He is very
close to me as he is descended from Aga Muhammad Mustafa.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10#12 p.230

AB03956

To: Charles Mason Remey, in New York
Date: 1919-May-23

O my dear son!

Many letters have been received from you and their contents
have all been conducive to happiness. Praise be to God, thou
art confirmed in service to the Kingdom, art promulgating di-
vine teachings, art raising the call of the oneness of mankind,
art detaching the souls from ignorant racial prejudices and
prejudices of thought and kind, art summoning them to the
investigation of truth, art showing forth unto them the light of
guidance and art offering them the chalice of the wine of the
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love of God. This blessed purpose of thine is the magnet of
the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom.

Rest thou assured and engage with Mr. John Bassett in service
to the Kingdom of God throughout the same southern states.
This is what is required at present. Later on, undertake a tour
to the north of America and after that thy course of action and
that of Mr. John Bassett shall be determined.

Convey, on my behalf, the utmost love and kindness to Miss
Margaret Klebbs and say: “The people of the Supreme Con-
course admire your work, that, praise be to God, you are firm
in faith and certitude, and are serving the Kingdom of God.”

SW_ v104£07 p.144

AB10000

To: Shahab Fatheazam Ardistani, in Tihran
Date: 1919-May-23

O shooting star and O conquering lion! His honor Aqa Siyyid
Nasru’llah is completely satisfied with your character and con-
duct, and his satisfaction is My satisfaction, and love for him is
love for Me. Give thanks to God that you have been confirmed
in this virtue, and its fruit is glory in both worlds and joy of
heart and soul. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB00698

To: Family of Haji Amih Khanum et al., in Tihran

Date: 1919-May-24

O family and lineage of that steadfast and firm leaf whom
God has raised to a seat of truth in the presence of a mighty
King! The honored aunt, upon her be Baha’u’llah’s Most Glo-
rious Splendor, through her firmness and steadfastness in the
Covenant and Testament, formed such a family that, praise be
to God, all are in the utmost firmness of faith and certitude,
turned towards God. That one ascended unto God was such a
goodly tree that found great blessing and whose fruits shall be
endless forever. Indeed when I read the blessed names of that
family in general in the letter, infinite joy was obtained and I
offered thanks at the threshold of oneness that He may forever
protect this firm and steadfast family and lineage in His shel-
tering protection, and make their faces so illumined with the
light of the love of God that they may shine like lamps in glass
throughout the horizons. And so shall it be, for they are firm
and steadfast, and not one among that group is troubled. All
of this family are protected and preserved from doubts, and
this is a mighty bounty. Now the greatness of this gift is un-
known, but in the future it shall become clear and evident. I
beseech God that the descendants of the aunt and the lineage
of that illumined goodly leaf may forever be servants of the
Covenant and far from the people of discord.

O Lord! This noble family and distinguished group have turned
their faces purely to Thy noble face and directed their hearts
to Thy mighty Kingdom, walking in Thy straight path and
serving Thy mighty Cause. O Lord! Strengthen them with
mighty power and enfold them in the glances of Thine eye of
mercy amidst humanity, and ordain for them every good in
the latter and former life, and assist them with hosts from the
Supreme Concourse, and preserve them in the shelter of Thy
supreme protection that they may aid Thy wronged servant
for whom the eyes of those near unto Thee weep in the Abha
Kingdom. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-
Forgiving. And upon them all be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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AB01566

To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1919-May-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and the Testament:

Thy letters dated March 22nd and 29th as well as thy card
of April 11th were received. The organization of the meeting
representative of the different denominations in New York, at
which all religions and sects had affiliated together in the ut-
most love and harmony was conducive to extreme joy.

My hope is that meetings of such a nature may often be orga-
nized so that representatives of all the different races, religions,
sects and countries of the world may in the utmost love em-
brace one another; that no trace of bigotry and of ignorant prej-
udice, of obstinacy and of rancor may remain and the pavilion
and canopy of the Oneness of the world of Humanity may be
raised upon the Apex of the world. For all men are the sheep
of God and Divine Providence the Lord and loving Shepherd.

Similarly the meeting that had been called at Washington, my
hope is that remarkable consequences may result therefrom.

As to the mortgage of the house, it is quite true. Verily thou art
displaying the utmost devotedness and art contributing from
every point of view.

As to the two drafts of 1000 dollars each, they have been re-
ceived. My hope from the Bounties of Divine Providence is
that abundance and prosperity may crown thy work and that
Miss Lloyd will be assisted in the utmost service to thee.

The sum that thou shalt send for the mortgage of the house is
acceptable and there is no outward ceremony between us.

I would like to assign a certain monthly sum and send it
through thee for Mirza Ahmad that he may content with that
sum and engage day and night in service. Deliver, therefore,
to him every month a hundred dollars, which is equivalent to
the sum of twenty pounds. I shall gradually send the sum.
The sum of 32/10/0 English pounds, which thou hadst sent
through the Anglo-Egyptian Bank, has been received. Convey
in my behalf respectful greeting to the maidservants of God
Miss Annie Wilkinson, Miss Laura Jones and Mrs. Jennie
Grieves and whatever thou hadst sent on their behalf shall be
expended for the poor.

SW__v10#12 p.230
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AB09451

To: Mother of Kayqubad Zardushti, in Tihran
Date: 1919-May-25

O enkindled maidservant of God! The women of the world
are all like lost sheep in the wilderness, without guidance or
direction. But thou hast found the heavenly Shepherd and
entered His blessed flock. Thou art under divine protection
and art aware of heavenly mysteries. If the women of the world
knew what bounty thou hast received, they would all be filled
with envy. Therefore occupy thyself with thanksgiving to the
Self-Sufficient Lord.

And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB10468

To: Ibrahim Attar Yazdi
Date: 1919-May-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was a won-
drous epistle, concise in words yet expansive in meaning. It was
an index of spiritual qualities and a volume of divine passion
and attraction. Its contents were like a colorful flower garden
and thus brought spirit and fragrance. In the gathering of ser-
vice thou must show forth the utmost effort and sacrifice, that
the divine bounties may encompass all.

2 Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06688

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran
Date: 1919-May-29

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Give thanks to God
that the light of guidance hath shone forth and the glass of the
heart hath become illumined, and thou hast been successful
in rendering service in the path of truth. His honor Amin
praiseth most highly thy good conduct, sweetness of speech,
and steadfastness. The testimony of Amin is heart-warming,
for he hath no thoughts of self, is self-effacing in the Cause,
possesseth a pure heart and a radiant soul. Therefore the praise
he hath rendered regarding thee is acceptable at the Divine
Threshold, and my hope is that thou mayest be assisted and
confirmed in all things and be surrounded by divine favors.
Letters are enclosed - deliver them, including one to his honor
Amin. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03531

To: Baha’is of Baghdad
Date: 1919-May-51

O company of the firm and steadfast in the Covenant of God
and His Testament. With a dilated breast and a heart throb-
bing with the love of God, I mention ye and remind ye of the fa-
vors of God and His incalculable and imperishable gifts. They
indeed are the shining of the light of Divine Guidance in the
hearts, the delight in the sweet savors of God that are redolent
of fragrance in the gardens of happiness, and the steadfastness
in the Cause of God as to be able to withstand the people of
evil. O what happiness, O what joy to ye for God hath chosen
ye for the exaltation of His Word in the Day of Resurrection.

Know ye, then, the bounty of these days. Be ye gladly and
joyfully united even as the union of water and wine lest ye be
tempted to divide and thy strength vanisheth and ye shall fall
as the falling of the stars in the abyss of manifold grief and
sorrows. My breast is dilated in as much as it hath come to
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my knowledge that ye have become one in destiny. This indeed
is a praiseworthy thing.

O sheep of God, ye must gather the flock in such wise that none
remaineth astray and sought after in your midst. Treat ye then
one another with kindness, overlook the faults of others, and
when ye pass by frivolous sport, pass ye by with dignity and
close thine eyes to shortcomings. Thus commandeth ye the
Ancient Beauty in His Scriptures, Tablets and inscribed Book.

Mine heart overfloweth with thy love and my tongue eloquently
uttereth thy mention in praise of thee. I beseech God to make
ye the signs of guidance amidst mankind. My Lord is assuredly
the Generous, the Merciful and the All-Bountiful.

s sasly &l fomeol ) el

D)
S G f G okl pn Ko gl L 8
‘W:W&Nb&b% ssibe Jlp
s Al Fap BN 5 padl e Sl
b lds Cadl o OB sl , LIS
<& C‘)iy‘),z}‘é(-ﬂ\ dle.sq?l;,
)
;;f-\’ oL d‘-‘;;w,évw\ g &
ez 0 1 JL o ST 0L
e~ £ Gy O @ cp el ol
a3 S 5 Ol

MKT3.272

AB03407

To: Haji Muhammad Ibrahim et al., in Najafabad
Date: 1919-May-31

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
through divine favors the blocked paths have opened and
hearts and souls have been freed from grief and sorrow. We
are now corresponding with one another - truly we are of one
heart, sharing secrets, in harmony and of one voice. Through
the favors of the Self-Sufficient Lord, it is hoped that by the
power of the Word of God every difficulty will be resolved
and complete deliverance obtained from the oppression of the
tyrannical ones.

Now that divine bounty has manifested in such splendor and
success and prosperity have become so widespread, it behooves
you to arrange spiritual gatherings and with utmost power en-
gage in guiding those who are astray, so that they may obtain
freedom from the darkness of the animal world and the low-
est depths of the natural realm, and hearts may be delivered
through heavenly illumination and freedom from the natural
world, that the exalted human realm may be manifested and
spiritual perfections become evident and resplendent in souls.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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AB05252

To: Kaukab H A Maccutcheon, in Minneapolis
Date: 1919-May-51

O thou brilliant Kokab (Star)!

Praise be to God! Thou hast become resplendent with the
Light of Guidance, and from the Bestowals of the Kingdom of
God thou hast partaken a share and a portion. In the tests
thou hast remained firm and upright.

At present thy purpose is to organize a meeting and to guide
the souls to the Divine Kingdom. Excellent is thy intention.
Found thou this meeting in thy own home and arise in the
guidance of souls.

Be thou not grieved at the departure of thy father, mother and
brother because they became delivered from the world which
is full of sadness and sorrow and they have hastened to the
Realm of Joy. They have become freed from the fetters of this
prison and soared to the Divine Court.

Thou hast asked for permission to come. At present your pres-
ence there is necessary, so that the Cause may become estab-
lished, after the establishment of the cause thou hast permis-
sion to come.

Should it be possible for thee to establish a school for the
Baha’i children and teach, it will be exceedingly acceptable.

Upon thee be El Baha El Abha!

SW__v10#12 p.231
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Study guide to this volume

The first months of 1919 constitute one of the most distinctive periods in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspon-
dence. The armistice of November 1918 has ended the fighting, but the peace settlement is still
being negotiated in Paris; the Spanish flu is sweeping the globe; and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is answering
letters that had been written years earlier and could not be delivered during the war. The dominant
tone is one of emerging from long darkness into light — “the singing bird in autumn had tucked
its head under its wing in the nest of silence; now spring has come” — combined with an urgent
insistence that the window of human receptivity created by the war must be seized immediately and
employed for teaching. The volume ranges from extended meditations on prophetic fulfillment (the
events predicted by Baha'u’llah decades earlier having now all come to pass) to sharp analysis of
the Paris Peace Conference (“misunderstanding still prevails and self-interest remains”) to intimate
letters of consolation for bereaved mothers and to joyful descriptions of the British army’s liberation
of Haifa. Together, these documents constitute a post-war theology: a sustained reflection on what
the war proved, what the peace requires, and what the Baha’i community must do in the liminal
moment when old certainties have collapsed and the new order has not yet been built.

Prophetic Fulfillment: History as Evidence

Key Passages

Praise be to God that in these years of upheaval and the most great war, the Ship of the
Cause of the Luminary of the horizons reached the shore of safety through the winds
of the Covenant. All that was explicitly stated in the Sacred Tablets, some revealed
fifty years ago, has been fulfilled word for word, every letter thereof. This stands as
a sufficient and conclusive proof, shining like the sun at the zenith of heaven. Better
still, these manifest verses were recorded thirty years ago by the enemies in their books
written in refutation of the Cause of God, wherein they objected that such things were
impossible and unattainable. These books, some published thirty years ago and others
twenty years ago by the enemies themselves, are now in people’s hands. Thus do the
friends say to the wavering and the ignorant: “Bring forth your book that we may show
you the divine proof.” — AB01692

What was explicitly foretold regarding Abdul-Aziz and Abdul-Hamid in Istanbul has
all transpired, as have the events in Tehran, the people’s movement, the turmoil and
revolution, likewise the fall of Bonaparte the great monarch of France, the lamentations
of Berlin and the defeat of Germany, and so forth and so forth and so forth — all
explicitly stated and clear. Yet glory be to God! When the eye is blind, it remains
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deprived and excluded from beholding all signs. In the Qur’an it is stated: “Of no avail
are signs and warnings.” — AB01692

Context for Study

The opening letter of this volume turns the catastrophe of the World War into a form of argument
for the truth of Baha'u’llah’s mission. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s move is precise and historically specific:
Baha’u’llah’s Tablets addressed to the kings and rulers of the world had predicted the fall of
specific governments and dynasties, and those predictions, recorded in printed books before the
events occurred (including in the books of Baha’'u’llah’s opponents), had now all come to pass. The
argument from prophecy fulfilled is one of the oldest in the apologetic arsenal of the Abrahamic
traditions: the Gospel writers routinely demonstrate that Jesus fulfilled the prophetic texts of the
Hebrew Bible; Islamic apologetics cite the Qur’an’s predictions about the Persian and Byzantine
empires; Jewish tradition holds fulfilled prophecy as a mark of genuine prophecy distinguishing it
from false.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s handling of this argument is sophisticated. He grounds it not in the testimony of
followers (who might be biased) but in the books written by opponents — “the enemies themselves”
— who recorded the predictions in order to mock them as impossible, and who thereby inadvertently
preserved the original evidence against themselves. This is an appeal to hostile witness, one of the
most powerful forms of testimony in legal and historical argument. It also introduces the Qur’anic
theme of hardness of heart: even when the evidence is conclusive and the sources unimpeachable,
those whose eyes are blind will remain in their blindness. The divine proof is “shining like the sun
at the zenith of heaven” and still is not seen. This structural observation — that the quality of
evidence cannot substitute for the openness of the heart — connects to the emphasis on independent
investigation in earlier volumes.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha grounds his argument from fulfilled prophecy in the books written by
Baha’u’llah’s opponents, who recorded the predictions in order to refute them. What
does this appeal to hostile witness suggest about the standards of evidence appropriate for
evaluating prophetic claims?

2. The argument from fulfilled prophecy has been made across the Abrahamic traditions: the
Gospels for Jesus, Islamic apologetics for Muhammad, and here for Baha'u’llah. What are
the strengths and limitations of this form of argument, and how does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s version
differ from its predecessors?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha notes that even when the evidence is conclusive, “when the eye is blind, it
remains deprived,” and cites the Qur’an: “Of no avail are signs and warnings.” What does
this observation imply about the relationship between intellectual argument and spiritual
receptivity?

4. The Ship of the Cause is said to have “reached the shore of safety through the winds of the
Covenant.” How does the Covenant function in this metaphor as the power that navigates
through historical catastrophe?
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5. What does it mean to live through a period when predictions made decades earlier about
specific named leaders, governments, and events are being visibly fulfilled? How might such
an experience affect the faith and practice of those who witnessed it?

The Vanity of Earthly Power and the Endurance of Devoted Souls

Key Passages

As for other peoples and nations, in truth their times pass in confused dreams. Observe
how in the revolution of Iran, nay rather the turmoil of the entire world, what scenes
appeared on this stage and finally all were rolled up with neither fruit nor trace, neither
result nor news except ruin and dispersion and regret. Neither victor nor vanquished —
both were in loss, for the blood of thirty million souls was spilled in vain and humanity
was endangered and cities and villages were overturned without result or fruit. For the
earthly world raises one wave and brings all down from their heights beneath its tent
and makes them captive in the narrow confines of graves, and everything is forgotten.
— ABO00902

“These days We alternate among mankind.” The end is loss upon loss, except for souls
who lay the foundation of eternal glory and the basis of comfort for the world of creation,
and adorn the world with the light of the gift of the All-Merciful. Even the whispers of
such souls remain forever permanent and endless. — ABO00902

Context for Study

Written in the immediate aftermath of the armistice, this letter to an Iranian believer (AB00902)
contains one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most sober and sweeping judgments on the meaning of the World
War. The blood of thirty million souls, he says, was “spilled in vain”: neither victor nor vanquished
gained anything; both were in loss. The earthly world raises one wave and swallows all. This
is not nihilism; the sentence continues with the Qur’anic axiom “These days We alternate among
mankind” (Qur’an 3:140) and its implicit corollary — that the alternation of fortune is itself a divine
pedagogy. The exception to universal loss is the soul who “lays the foundation of eternal glory and
the basis of comfort for the world of creation”: this soul’s very “whispers” remain permanent.

The contrast between the mighty who perish without a trace and the small who achieve permanence
through devotion is a constant structural theme in prophetic literature. The Magnificat’s reversal
(the mighty brought down, the humble exalted), the Hebrew prophets’ contempt for the nations
that trust in horses and chariots, the Qur’an’s challenge to those who glory in worldly power — all
point to the same inversion of human estimation. What ‘Abdu’l-Baha adds is a historical specificity
that was strikingly current in 1919: the war had just consumed the thrones of three of the greatest
empires in the world (the Romanov, Hapsburg, and Hohenzollern), and all the pride of nationalism
and political ambition had produced nothing but “ruin and dispersion and regret.” Against this
background, the claim that a letter written by an obscure believer has eternal significance becomes
not a pious consolation but a serious historical argument.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that in the World War, “neither victor nor vanquished — both were in loss.”
How does this assessment of the war’s outcome compare with the prevailing self-understanding
of the victorious Allies in 1919, and what does the subsequent history suggest about which
view was correct?

2. The contrast between the mighty who perish without a trace and the devoted souls whose
“whispers remain forever permanent” draws on a long prophetic tradition. What is the epis-
temological foundation for this claim — on what basis can we know that devotion outlasts
power?

3. The Qur’anic axiom “These days We alternate among mankind” (3:140) is quoted without ex-
planation as a sufficient interpretive frame for the war. What theology of history is embedded
in this quotation?

4. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s judgment that the war was ultimately “without result or fruit” with
the subsequent history of the League of Nations and the lasting political changes that followed
the war. Does the historical record support or complicate this assessment?

5. The claim that even the “whispers” of souls who lay the foundation of eternal glory remain
permanent inverts the usual relationship between the famous and the obscure. How does this
claim connect to the portraits in the Memorials of the Faithful?

After the Storm: The Post-War Teaching Mandate

Key Passages

In any case, the years of upheaval and intense anxiety, whatever they were, have passed.
Now that calm and assurance have been attained, one must charge forth like a fierce lion
and valiant hero in the arena of sacrifice, for through this sudden war humankind has
developed an intense receptivity, and the loftiness of divine teachings, the luminosity
of divine laws, and the contents of divine tablets have been realized. We hope that the
universal war will lead to universal peace, and that this bloodshed and violation and
recklessness will yield purity and freedom. May the world find rest and the universe
adornment. — AB01924

Before the war, numerous letters were sent to America stating explicitly that a great
upheaval lay ahead, severe turmoil was approaching, the people of the world would
fall into danger and painful torment, severe tests would arise, and through these trials
the foundations of comfort would be shaken, while holy souls would shine like stars
in the highest horizon. Now these dark clouds are dispersing from the horizon of the
world. The divine friends must, according to the previous instructions that were sent,
forget every other matter and hasten to all regions and countries to promote the divine
teachings. For this bloodthirsty war has made humanity weary of living. All ears are
attentive to the call for universal peace, the proclamation of the unity of mankind,
mutual understanding, the removal of estrangement, and the raising of the banner of
oneness. Most people are ready to hear the divine teachings. This opportunity must
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not be lost — at another time this receptivity will be gone and effort will be fruitless.
— AB00794

Concentrate therefore, at present your whole effort in spreading the Message. It is time
for the diffusion of fragrances and the promulgation of divine teachings and for nothing
more. The world of humanity is athirst and these divine teachings are pure and limpid
water. Exert effort in teaching and if blessed souls undertake to travel through all the
states of America, complete and thorough confirmations from the Kingdom of Abha
shall be witnessed by them, so much so that they shall be bewildered. — AB02063

Context for Study

The three letters in this section represent ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s characteristic post-war response: not an
analysis of what has passed but an urgent forward orientation toward the opportunity that the
catastrophe has created. The argument is sociological as much as theological: the war has “made
humanity weary of living,” has created “an intense receptivity” to the message of peace and unity,
and has demonstrated to an unprecedented degree the practical relevance of Baha’u’llah’s teachings.
The moment is uniquely propitious, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is insistent that it will pass: “this receptivity
will be gone and effort will be fruitless.” The teaching mandate is time-sensitive.

The image of the warrior — “charge forth like a fierce lion and valiant hero in the arena of sacrifice”
(AB01924) — is striking in a teaching context. ‘Abdu’l-Baha consistently uses martial imagery for
spiritual service throughout the post-war letters: the teacher is a hero, a soldier, a champion. This
is a deliberate inversion and redirection of the martial energies the war had inflamed: the arena
of sacrifice is the teaching field, the victory is the guidance of souls, the crown is the confirmation
of the Holy Spirit. The redemption of violence by redirected courage is a recurring theme in Sufi
poetry (Rumi’s image of the spiritual warrior who conquers the self), in Pauline theology (“Put on
the whole armor of God,” Ephesians 6), and in the bhagavad-gita’s teaching on detached heroic
action.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the post-war period as a window of intense human receptivity that
will close if not used. How does this time-sensitive framing of the teaching mandate relate to
classical prophetic concepts of the “acceptable time” or kairos?

2. The martial imagery — “charge forth like a fierce lion” — is applied to teaching rather
than fighting. What does this redirection of warrior virtues suggest about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
understanding of spiritual heroism?

3. The prediction that “a great upheaval lay ahead” was made in letters sent to America before
the war. ‘Abdu’l-Baha invokes this fulfilled prediction as an argument for confidence in
current instructions. How does the established record of accurate foresight function as an
argument for present trust?

4. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s description of humanity as “athirst” for divine teachings with the
Sermon on the Mount (“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness”) and with
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Amos 8:11 (a famine for hearing the words of the Lord). What does the image of spiritual
thirst reveal about the human condition after collective catastrophe?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that the “magnet of confirmation is the promotion of the divine teachings”
— that divine assistance is drawn toward those who arise to teach. What theology of grace
and human agency is implied in this principle?

The Paris Peace Conference and the Limits of Human Institutions

Key Passages

Although the representatives of governments have assembled in Paris to establish the
foundation of universal peace and bestow comfort and tranquility upon the human world,
yet misunderstanding still prevails and self-interest remains. Therefore, universal peace
will not easily manifest and new difficulties will arise, for intentions are not in harmony
— rather, desires are different. We must supplicate and implore the Kingdom of God
and seek comfort and tranquility for the human world, for the Most Great Peace cannot
be realized through human powers and will not manifest in the realm of existence. This
mighty and great matter will be realized through the power of the Word of God and
will be manifested through the influence of the Kingdom of God. Eventually it will be
firmly established through the power of Baha'u’llah. — ABO04819

In these days there is great clamor for an armistice, and murmurings of peace. The
powers of the world seek reconciliation and speak of justice and right. A prominent
figure has explicitly stated that by justice and right we do not mean mere words, but
rather the meaning of these two blessed terms. This is true, but the people of truth
are not content with meaning alone — they seek the implementation of this important
reality. We hope that this assembly may be rendered successful and confirmed. The
hope from the favors of the Glorious Lord is that through His overwhelming power He
will make this assembly the envy of rose garden and meadow, and make that gathering
the brilliant stars of the world. — AB05466

Context for Study

These two letters, written when the Paris Peace Conference was in session, represent ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s most direct engagement with what the post-war international order might achieve and what
it cannot. His assessment of the Conference is both sympathetic and unsparing: the gathering
of world leaders to establish universal peace is a movement in the right direction, and he prays
earnestly for its success. But “misunderstanding still prevails and self-interest remains” — the
structural problem is not technical (the delegates lack the right institutional design) but human
(their intentions are not in harmony and their desires are different). The Most Great Peace, he
says flatly, “cannot be realized through human powers” and “will be firmly established through the
power of Baha'u’llah.”

This two-level analysis of peace — the “lesser peace” achievable through human statesmanship and
the “Most Great Peace” achievable only through divine transformation — recapitulates the broader
Baha’i theology of the relationship between human institutions and divine power. It resonates with
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Augustine’s distinction between the civitas terrena (the earthly city, built on love of self) and the
ciwitas Dei (the City of God, built on love of God), in which genuine justice is possible only in
the latter. It resonates with Kant’s argument in Perpetual Peace that republican constitutions and
international federation are necessary but not sufficient conditions for lasting peace — though Kant
grounds his hope in the mechanism of rational self-interest rather than in divine power. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s position is more precise than Augustine and more demanding than Kant: institutional
reform is necessary, must be supported and prayed for, but is incomplete without the spiritual
transformation that only revelation can produce.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says the Paris Peace Conference will fail to achieve universal peace because
“misunderstanding still prevails and self-interest remains.” The Treaty of Versailles was signed
in June 1919. How does the subsequent history — including the rise of fascism and World
War II — bear on his assessment?

2. The distinction between the “lesser peace” achievable through human statesmanship and the
“Most Great Peace” achievable only through divine power is a structural claim about the
limits of human institutions. How does this claim compare with the pessimism of Reinhold
Niebuhr’s Moral Man and Immoral Society about the capacity of institutions to transcend
collective self-interest?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha prays for the success of the peace conference even while predicting its inadequacy.
What does this combination of prayer and critical analysis suggest about the appropriate
Baha’i attitude toward human political institutions?

4. The claim that “the people of truth are not content with meaning alone — they seek the
implementation of this important reality” is a standard of political seriousness. How does
this demand for implementation distinguish genuine commitment to justice from rhetorical
performance?

5. What would it mean, in practical terms, for the Most Great Peace to be “firmly established
through the power of Baha’u’llah”? How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha understand the mechanism by
which divine power transforms political institutions?

Consolation and the Eternal Realm: Letters to the Bereaved

Key Passages

O thou beloved maidservant of God, although the loss of a son is indeed heart-breaking
and beyond the limits of human endurance, yet one who knoweth and understandeth is
assured that the son hath not been lost but, rather, hath stepped from this world into
another, and she will find him in the divine realm. That reunion shall be for eternity,
while in this world separation is inevitable and bringeth with it a burning grief. —
AB03183

That beloved child addresseth thee from the hidden world: “O thou kind Mother, thank
divine Providence that I have been freed from a small and gloomy cage and, like the
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birds of the meadows, have soared to the divine world — a world which is spacious,
illumined, and ever gay and jubilant. Therefore, lament not, O Mother, and be not
grieved; I am not of the lost, nor have I been obliterated and destroyed. I have shaken
off the mortal form and have raised my banner in this spiritual world. Following this
separation is everlasting companionship. Thou shalt find me in the heaven of the Lord,
immersed in an ocean of light.” — ABO03183

O true friends! Separation from the friends causes the burning of heart and soul. Sepa-
ration, distance and foreignness are the cause of injury and loss, especially as no fragrant
messages, nor a faithful messenger, nor courier, nor post nor information, nor news from
any source have been received, and the mind has been deprived of comfort. Life and
spirit were the utmost sadness and grief until the conquering army arrived in the Holy
Land and seized the reins of government for the cruel ones, and overthrew the authority
of the tyrants and quietness and safety were assured. The leaders of the country and
the army showed sympathy and kindness. — AB02845

Context for Study

The consolatory letters of early 1919 address a human landscape shattered by the war’s losses.
ABO03183 is addressed to a mother who has lost a son, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha employs a distinctive
literary device: he gives voice to the dead child himself, imagining his words to his mother from
the “hidden world.” The dead child speaks of freedom from a “small and gloomy cage,” of soaring
like a meadow bird to a “spacious, illumined” realm, and of a future reunion that will be eternal
where the present separation is only temporary. This imaginative ventriloquism is deeply personal:
‘Abdu’l-Baha is not merely consoling the mother with doctrinal assurances but inviting her to hear,
with the inner ear, what the child she mourns might actually be saying to her now.

The image of the body as a cage from which the soul is freed at death is ancient and widespread.
Plato’s Phaedo develops this image extensively; the Qur’an describes the soul ascending to God at
death; the Sufi tradition speaks of the final moment of fana’ (annihilation) as liberation. What
‘Abdu’l-Baha adds is the specific character of the world to which the soul goes: “spacious, illumined,
and ever gay and jubilant” — words that insist on the positive, joyful quality of the afterlife rather
than mere the cessation of suffering. The “ocean of light” in which the child is said to be immersed
echoes the mystic imagery throughout ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings of the divine realm as an ocean
whose depth and luminosity are without limit.

AB02845 turns from cosmic consolation to immediate human relief: the arrival of General Allenby’s
army in the Holy Land, “the conquering army,” brought the liberation of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the
Baha’is from the darkest period of their wartime captivity. The relief in this letter is palpable and
undisguised: the leaders showed “sympathy and kindness,” safety was assured, the tyrants were
overthrown. The historical and the spiritual are inseparable here: the liberation of the Holy Land
is described with the same intensity that the consolatory letters apply to the liberation of the soul
from the body.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha gives voice to the dead child, imagining his words to his grieving mother. What
does this imaginative act suggest about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s understanding of the ongoing rela-
tionship between the living and the dead?

2. The dead child tells his mother: “Following this separation is everlasting companionship.”
How does this temporal inversion — the permanent following from the temporary — reshape
the emotional logic of grief?

3. Compare the image of the body as a “small and gloomy cage” with Plato’s account of the
soul’s imprisonment in the body in the Phaedo, and with the Sufi concept of death as the
annihilation that constitutes union. What are the similarities, and how does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
vision of the afterlife as “spacious, illumined, and ever gay and jubilant” differ from these
models?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s relief at the arrival of the British army in the Holy Land is expressed in explic-
itly grateful terms. How should we understand the relationship between divine providence
and historical contingency in his account of the liberation?

5. The consolatory letters of early 1919 are written against the background of massive collective
loss (thirty million dead) while addressing individual bereavements. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha
hold together the cosmic and the intimate in his pastoral approach?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The letters of January—May 1919 survey a world emerging from catastrophe into an uncertain
spring: the war over, the peace uncertain, the Cause intact, the faithful alive, the opportunity vast
and time-limited. ‘Abdu’l-Baha holds together historical analysis (the peace conference will fail
because self-interest remains), prophetic fulfillment (Baha’u’llah’s tablets have been verified word
for word), pastoral consolation (the dead are not lost but liberated), and urgent mandate (now is
the time for nothing but teaching).

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: In the liminal space after catas-
trophe — when the old order has collapsed, the new has not yet been built, and human
receptivity to transformation is uniquely heightened — what combination of histor-
ical honesty, prophetic confidence, pastoral compassion, and urgent action does the
moment require; and what does the early spring of 1919 reveal about the permanent
character of the Baha’i response to the suffering of the world?
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