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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 173

This June—July 1919 volume belongs to the first fully reopened season after the war, when corre-
spondence, travel, pilgrimage, and institutional work resume with great intensity. The governing
note is opportunity: AB02880 calls the Covenant the “pulsating force” in the arteries of the body of
the world and links firmness in it to teaching, spiritual rebirth, and fruit-bearing service. AB01812
gives the same teaching mandate through the examples of Peter and Mary Magdalene, insisting that
apparently ordinary souls can become enduring lights through service to the Kingdom. AB00411
presents the reopened American field as a terrain where “all doors are open,” while also mentioning
the New York library, Star of the West, the annual Convention, and the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar as
institutions now requiring renewed assistance. AB07623 condenses the principle: the promotion of
the divine teachings attracts confirmations as a magnet attracts iron.

A major cluster concerns Covenant crisis and community protection, especially in California and
Los Angeles. AB00537 praises the California friends as drawn by a divine magnetic force, assures
them that even a small Los Angeles gathering can withstand the world if firm, and recommends
Mirza Abu’l-Fadl’s Brilliant Proof as necessary reading amid attacks. AB03780 gives the practical
rule for such tests: avoid quarrel and dispute, utter the Word of God, and leave rejection to God.
ABO01409, written to a community troubled by assembly conflict, turns directly to the Covenant as
the remedy, comparing Baha'u’llah’s explicit written appointment of the Center of the Covenant
with Christ’s briefer saying about Peter and warning that Covenant-breaking is foam upon the sea.
AB02219 similarly describes the power of the Covenant as the artery pulsating through the world,
while also giving important financial guidance: Mashriqu’l-Adhkar funds and teaching funds must
remain distinct, each used in its own sphere.

Universal peace remains a defining postwar concern, now focused through the League of Nations and
the possibility of a Supreme Tribunal. AB02230 is the chief item: it praises an article on the League,
hopes that its members and its benevolent president will establish a world tribunal chosen from all
nations and governments, and then embeds peace within the wider Baha’i program—investigation
of reality, oneness of humanity, interreligious fellowship, harmony of religion and science, abolition
of prejudices, a universal auxiliary language, economic reform, equality of women and men, justice,
equity, and divine civilization. AB03667 adds that ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not seek membership in the
Peace Congress, since He promulgates peace through the power of the Word of God. ABU0612
gives a parallel spoken statement, recalling Baha’u’llah’s call for a league of nations and a world
court of arbitration half a century earlier, and linking ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s American journey to His
warning that Europe was an arsenal awaiting a spark.

The reopened world also appears through travel and teaching beyond the older American centers.
ABO02709 praises a service rendered in Tokyo and says that seeds sown in Japan now require
watering by teachers from America or Hawalii; these few grains will one day become great harvests
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and a spiritual army. AB03250 addresses distant island believers through the paradox of physical
remoteness and “ideal nearness,” making firmness in the Covenant the condition of victory by the
hosts of the Supreme Concourse. AB11920 urges a teacher toward Paris, where the friends are
few and in need of new power, and defines her melody as the melody of the Covenant. AB07925,
addressed to a traveler reaching Bushihr, quietly widens the field again by suggesting that even in
a city without known friends, several souls may be awakened.

Several items show the social and institutional life of the postwar community. ABU2266 reflects
on the ‘Ishqabad Mashriqu’l-Adhkar as the first of its kind, anticipates the immense influence of
the American Temple, and expects Tehran soon to witness a foundation for worship now that
restrictions have been removed. ABO05866 calls for regular support of Star of the West after its
survival through wartime difficulties, while AB06615 predicts that the annual Convention will gain
worldwide importance because its foundation is human unity, universal peace, fellowship, equality
of nations, and the light of truth. AB03403 praises Ridvan celebrations and women’s gatherings,
yet counsels moderation and wisdom so that outward display does not provoke jealousy; the same
letter gives the familiar “two wings” image for the advancement of women. AB06692, from Iran,
adds practical social texture: funeral dignity, trustworthy commercial service, land for school and
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, care for bereaved families, and the question of the veil, which is treated as a
matter requiring wisdom and direct guidance from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

The volume’s pastoral and memorial materials give this energetic reopening a tone of tenderness
and historical depth. AB02673 is a prayer for Phoebe Hearst, remembering her pilgrimage from the
Far West to the Holy Land and likening her future fame to Mary Magdalene’s. AB12165, AB03903,
ABO03651, AB05141, AB01039, and AB09034 likewise preserve prayers for departed believers, often
presenting death as release into light, companionship, and the Kingdom. AB00566 turns hardship in
Khurasan into a theology of maturation, while warning against political extremism and Bolshevik
violence and defining true democracy as moderation, lawful freedom, constitutional government,
and the welfare of all. AB01697 gives practical guidance on theater, permitting it when it improves
morals, advances education, and encourages virtue, while forbidding forms that promote mockery
or lust. Taken together, the volume shows mid-1919 as a moment of reanimation: the war’s silence
has lifted, the institutions of the community are again in motion, the Covenant is emphasized as
the source of life and protection, and the friends are urged to carry the peace teachings, teaching
work, and spiritual discipline into a newly receptive world.
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ABO00537

To: Ella G Cooper, in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Jun-02

Four letters were received from thee, the last dated April 18,
1919, and all were proofs of firmness in the divine Covenant.
Praise be to God that in California the friends are holding
fast to the hem of grandeur and are attracted to the Lord of
the Most High. Their motion is like that of iron drawn by
divine magnetic force. They have no purpose save divine good-
pleasure and no desire save infinite bounty. They are engaged
in service and are intimate with the Holy Spirit....

Concerning the small gathering in Los Angeles which thou
hadst mentioned - though that gathering be small, yet it is
under divine protection. If it remaineth firm and steadfast it
shall withstand all who are on earth.

Consider how many souls arose after Christ to extinguish the
divine lamp, and even the Roman Emperor, who was the great-
est philosopher, arose with utmost might to oppose and wrote a
book in refutation of Christ, publishing it throughout his realm
and causing some to turn away from Christ. Yet ultimately the
power of the Word of God prevailed over the Roman Empire
and the light of the divine Covenant dispelled the darkness of
doubts cast by those philosophers and kings. It is therefore
evident what result these weak forces shall yield.

At most, a few weak and heedless souls shall waver, but in the
end this fire shall be extinguished.

Read in church history the account of Arius, Patriarch of
Alexandria - despite having a million and a half followers
and the support of the greatest emperor, he was ultimately
obliterated leaving no trace. Likewise, wherever there is
carrion, inevitably some crows and base dogs will gather, but
they shall eventually scatter and disperse....

Read attentively the translations of his honor Mirza Abul
Fazl’s book, The Brilliant Proof; it is very necessary,—and
send it then to the spiritual assembly of Los Angeles...

SW__v104#14 p.263x, BSTW#240
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ABO02673

AB02673

To: Unknown, in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Jun-02

O Divine Providence, O Forgiving Lord!

Mrs. Hearst has hastened from this dark and dreary world to
the realm of Light; and has become detached from this nether
world and has flown into the realm on High.

O my God! Endowed with a seeing eye, she beheld the rays
of the Sun of Truth and endowed with a hearing ear, she hear-
kened to the call of the Kingdom. Possessing a keen sense of
smell, she inhaled the fragrant scent of the Paradise of Abha,
and gifted with a pure heart she overflowed with Thy love.

From the Far West, she journeyed to the Holy Land, attained
the privilege of visiting the Sacred Spot and served Thy King-
dom.

O thou Pardoning God! Ignite her candle and cause her star to
become resplendent in the Immortal Realm. Let her memory
be spread abroad over all regions and her name, like unto that
of Mary Magdalene, be ever illustrious among the denizens of
the Kingdom. Cause her fame to be world-wide and her voice
to reach the ears of the Supreme Concourse.

Exalt the members of her family and place upon their heads
the diadem of everlasting glory; that they may appreciate the
value of that honorable soul and may realize what a what a
magnificent edifice she has erected for them and what a stan-
dard of everlasting glory she has hoisted, so that of her, her
family and kindred may be eternally proud.

O Compassionate Lord! Although at present Thy favor on her
behalf is unknown, yet in future, like unto the sun, it shall be
made manifest.

Verily thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower and the Compas-
sionate.

BSTW#198, BSTW#241, BSTW#454
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AB02880

AB03780

To: Spiritual Assembly of Los Angeles
Date: 1919-Jun-02

O ye blessed souls! Although ye are undergoing crucial tests in
view of the repeated and assiduous attempts of some people to
shake the faith of the friends in Los Angeles, yet ye are under
the guarding eye of the bounty of Baha'u’llah and are assisted
by legions of angels.

Walk, therefore, with a sure step and engage with the utmost
assurance and confidence in the promulgation of the divine
fragrances, the glorification of the Word of God and firmness
in the Covenant. Rest ye assured that if a soul ariseth in the
utmost perseverance and raiseth the Call of the Kingdom and
resolutely promulgateth the Covenant, be he an insignificant
ant he shall be enabled to drive away the formidable elephant
from the arena, and if he be a feeble moth he shall cut to pieces
the plumage of the rapacious vulture.

3 Endeavor, therefore, that ye may scatter and disperse the army

of doubt and of error with the power of the holy utterances.

This is my exhortation and this is my counsel. Do not quarrel
with anybody, and shun every form of dispute. Utter the Word
of God. If he accepteth it, the desired purpose is attained, and
if he turneth away leave him to himself and trust to God.

Such is the attribute of those who are firm in the Covenant.

SWAB#184, BSW#17.16x, COC#1926x, LOG#0594x, SW
BSTW#234, ACOA.062-063

v10#14 p.264-265,
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AB02880

To: Mary M Rabb, in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Jun-03

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter of March 5, 1919 was
received. Its contents were joy-inducing and indicated firmness
and steadfastness in the mighty Covenant. Today the pulsating
force in the arteries of the body of the world is the spirit of the
Covenant, which is the cause of life. Whoever is alive through
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this spirit possesses the freshness and grace of life, has been
baptized by the Holy Spirit, has experienced the second birth,
and has been delivered from rebellion, transgression, heedless-
ness and enmity which cause the death of the spirit, and has
attained eternal life.

Give thanks to God that you are firm in the Covenant and
are gazing upon the Light of the Horizons of Baha’u’llah. You
have a countenance illumined by the light of guidance and nos-
trils perfumed by the fragrances of the Most Glorious Paradise.
Therefore strive to attract souls and educate them through
divine teachings so they may become signs of guidance and
blessed trees, receiving an abundant portion from the outpour-
ings of the Day of Manifestation.

The teacher is like a farmer who scatters seeds. The rain of
mercy pours down and each seed produces a hundred. That
pure seed forms harvests and becomes the cause of heavenly
blessing. My hope is that you will be successful in attain-
ing this blessing and will partner with me in this profitable
trade, so that you may become a blessed tree full of leaves and
branches, bearing sweet fruit.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSW#19.01x, COC#0251x, SW_v10#14 p.263-264, SW_ v14#08 p.225x,
BSTW#233

To: Cora H Ditmars, in Spokane
Date: 1919-Jun-03

O thou who art firm in the Covenant, thy letter was received.
Thou hast exerted a great effort for that prisoner, perchance
it may prove to be fruitful.

Tell him, however: “The denizens of the world are confined in
the prison of nature — a prison that is continuous and eternal. If
thou art at present restrained within the limits of a temporary
prison, be not grieved at this; my hope is that thou mayest be
emancipated from the prison of nature and may attain unto
the court of everlasting life. Pray to God day and night and
beg forgiveness and pardon. The omnipotence of God shall
solve every difficulty.”...
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AB03903

O thou dear maid-servant of God! Praise be to God, thou
art endowed with a pure heart and an exalted determination.
Thou hast an eloquent tongue and givest to every person a
share and portion of the teachings of God.

Abdul-Baha does not seek membership at the Peace Congress.
He promulgates peace through the power of the Word of God.
It is impossible to establish universal peace save through this
power.

Convey on my behalf to those souls whose names thou hast
mentioned in thy letter, greeting and kindness. I pray God
that they may be confirmed in service to the Kingdom of God.

It is preferable that in the meetings, one of the atten-
dants should read or chant the Tablets of His Holiness
BAHA’O’LLAH and the others listen to the reading.

Upon thee be Baha-El-Abha)

SWAB#082x, SW_ v10#12 p.231
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AB03903

To: Unknown, in Arak
Date: 1919-Jun-03

My God, my God! I know not with what tongue to entreat
Thee, nor with what heart to supplicate before Thee. I know
of a certainty that no soul can soar into the atmosphere of
the sanctity of Thy oneness save through the outpourings of
holy souls whose hearts are filled with the light of Thy mercy,
and no cry can ascend except the wailing of hearts that are
manifestations of Thy divine power. How can I, in my weakness
and powerlessness, circle round the sacred precincts? Yet I
have no other refuge. Therefore do I beseech at Thy threshold
of mercy and implore Thee to grant forgiveness and pardon
to Thy pure and holy handmaiden who was gladdened by Thy
fragrances in Thy days.

2 O Lord! She was a dove who raised her plaintive cry to the

manifest horizon, a thirsty one who yearned to reach Thy vast
and mighty ocean, and a moth who sought to circle round Thy
luminous lamp. Lord! Grant her desire, fulfill her wish, raise
her to Thy most glorious Kingdom, cause her to enter Thy
exalted Paradise, and make her abide eternally in the Paradise
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of Meeting in the presence of Thy greatest mercy. Verily Thou
art the Pardoner, the Forgiver, the Merciful. Verily Thou art
the Kind, the Generous, the Bestower. There is no God but
Thee, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.

Samy Ller Bk e G ksl
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BSHN.140.301, BSHN.144.299, MHT1a.182,
MHT1b.140

AB01812

To: Annie Parmerton, in Cincinnati
Date: 1919-Jun-04

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your detailed letter dated
April 30, 1919 was received. It contained good news that,
praise be to God, you have succeeded in raising the call to
the Kingdom and become the cause of guidance for several
souls. In gatherings you shone like a candle, delivered eloquent
speeches, and promoted the divine teachings. Today, whoever
arises to serve the Kingdom will be assisted by the heavenly
angels, and spiritual forces will become their helper and sup-
port. The breaths of the Holy Spirit will give life to the heart,
and all created things will assist them. Observe how the holy
souls who arose before to serve the Kingdom were served by
all created things. Peter was a mere fisherman yet became
supreme. Mary was a village woman yet surpassed the queens
of the horizons - for hundreds of thousands of queens came
and went, all now lost without trace or mention, while Mary
Magdalene still shines like a star from the horizon of greatest
glory. This is eternal life! This is baptism by the Holy Spirit!
This is the second birth that Christ speaks of! Convey utmost
greetings and longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the loved ones in
St. Louis, Cincinnati, Kansas City and Topeka, and to Mrs.
Jones. I hope that through divine favors, spiritual power and
divine spiritual healing, physical health will be attained.

As for your questions regarding Malachi chapter 3 verses 16-
17 and 18, these verses refer to the loved ones of God. And
Matthew chapter 25 verses 30-31-32 and 33 refer to the Blessed
Beauty. And Micah chapter 5 verse 4 refers to Christ. And
Zephaniah chapter 1 verses 14-15-16-17 and 18, and Zechariah
chapter 2 verses 10-11-12 and 13, Luke chapter 21 verse 20 to
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the end refer to the Blessed Century. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

LOG#1715x, SW_ v10#12 p.231-232

AB06692

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-0/4

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
received, bringing news of the health, well-being, firmness and
steadfastness of the friends. Despite lack of time, it was read
with utmost care, though an extensive reply is not possible. To
the extent possible, those matters requiring response shall be
addressed.

Regarding the funeral procession of him who ascended unto
God, Ibn-i-Abhar, you wrote in detail how it was conducted
with great dignity in Tehran. This is a manifestation of the
grandeur of the Cause of God.

You wrote about the bakery and the capability, trustworthiness
and religiosity of Ishaq Khan, which has earned the complete
trust of the Belgian person. Praise be to God for this. Any
of the friends who conduct themselves according to the divine
teachings become a light to the human world and a brilliant
star in the horizon of eternal glory. I am very pleased with
Ishaq Khan. Convey my utmost love and kindness to Jinab-
i-Aga Abdul-Samad Yazdi, Aqa Mirza Abbas Khan, and Aqa
Muhammad Hassan. I hope that through the favors of the
Lord of Bounties their faces will be radiant and luminous in
the Abha Kingdom.

I was deeply saddened by the passing of Jinab-i-‘Akkas-Bashi,
Jinab-i-Mirza Haji Aqa, and Jinab-i-Aqa Faraj’ullah the baker.
However, these blessed souls devoted themselves wholeheart-
edly to serving the Merciful Lord throughout their lives. Each
was a fruitful tree, graceful and shade-giving in this divine gar-
den. A prayer seeking forgiveness for them was revealed and
is enclosed. Mirza Mehdi Ikhvan-Safa has truly dedicated his
life to serving the Cause of God and exemplifies this prayer:
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AB06692

“O my God! Grant me complete detachment from all else save
Thee, and enlighten the eyes of our hearts with the light of
beholding Thee, that the vision of our hearts may pierce the
veils of light and reach the Source of Grandeur and Joy, and
that our spirits may become attached to the signs of Thy holy
might...”

And likewise: “Until I make all my prayers and remembrances
into a single prayer, and my state in Thy service eternal.”

The land that the Persian friends have prepared in Husayn-
Abad for the school and Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and the contribu-
tions they have gathered for the construction of the school, are
truly a source of utmost joy. Similarly, the contributions made
for a school in one of the villages of Hamadan bring delight to
heart and soul.

As for the matter of the veil, such important issues must be
referred to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. There is no more important matter
than this in Iran at present. America and Europe have different
requirements, and Tehran now has different requirements. All
of Iran must follow the Holy Land in such matters, as this
accords with wisdom.

As for your own situation, going to Yazd would be more advis-
able. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

There was a letter enclosed with yours from Hassan, the stu-
dent of the Mazandarani physician, writing that he is ill and
seeking healing from the True Healer. Write to him that sup-
plications were offered to the Abha Kingdom that he may be
encompassed by the gaze of favor.
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To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Darrih Jaz

Date: 1919-Jun-05

O wanderer in God’s pathway! ‘Abdu’l-Baha sometimes causes u{ e s Ulae B Jaw 25122 )

you to traverse deserts and wilderness, and sometimes makes
you run in rocky mountainous regions. Sometimes He makes
you flow like the sighs of lovers over every height, and some-
times makes you run like the flood of tears of the yearning ones
down every slope - so that you may acquire complete steadfast-
ness and seek endless firmness. Until one sees every hardship
and becomes afflicted with every difficulty in God’s path, one
remains immature and weak, nameless and deficient. There-
fore this hardship is a mercy and this difficulty is the essence
of bounty, for it looks to the ultimate outcome. Until the
breast of the earth is furrowed by iron implements, it cannot
be adorned with flowers and sweet herbs. Night-journeying
leads to morning rest, and the difficulty and crisis of illness
leads to bodily and spiritual comfort.

In any case, truly sacrifice and devotion to the Lord of Hosts
in the towns and villages of Khurasan is of great importance.
Therefore this new service is a magnet for divine confirma-
tion. In all those regions, engage in encouraging and urging the
friends to teach and to observe the greatest wisdom. Praise be
to God, that region was illumined by your arrival and the fire
of the love of God blazed forth anew. The noble descendant
of the illustrious martyr, his honor Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn
Khan Farid has undertaken a new service. Give glad-tidings
of the favors of the Incomparable Lord to his honor Dabir-i-
Humayun. Make Mulla Husayn grateful and thankful for the
bounties of the Lord of the East and West. On my behalf,
embrace and kiss the pure brow of the survivors of him who
was martyred in God’s path - the most fragrant musk and bril-
liant star - his honor ‘Ali-Akbar: Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn,
Aqga Mirza Aqa and Aga Mirza ‘Abbas. The melody of ‘Ab-
bas reaches the Supreme Concourse and stirs the hearing of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. The pure blood of his honor Shaykh was like a
pure seed that was sown in that soil - surely God will cause it
to grow.

Praise be to God, the irreligiousness of the religious ones and
the moral corruption of the civilized ones of Iran - that is, the
pretenders - has become as evident as the sun. In the words
of Rumi: “God’s grace shows forbearance toward you / But
when it exceeds bounds He exposes you.”
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In these days in FEurope, especially in Russia, the Democratic
Party has become extreme, and the Socialists have become
radical, and the Bolsheviks have become oppressive. Now they
have gone beyond freedom and have become bold in taking
lives, seizing public property, and violating the chastity and
virtue of pure and innocent women. It has become clear and
evident that these people are Democrats in the beginning, ex-
treme Socialists in the middle, and in the end become un-
fair Nihilists and Bolsheviks. It is hoped that God will guide
these souls and deliver them from extremes and excess. True
Democrats are souls who seek the freedom of humanity, who
hold to legitimate liberty, who establish constitutional govern-
ment, and who desire good for all on earth. I hope they will
take the path of moderation, abandon savagery, seek tranquil-
ity and pursue legitimate freedom. Do not quarrel and dispute
with such persons now present in Iran. If possible, invite them
to reality, saying: “O seeker of freedom! This supposed free-
dom of yours is bondage to chains and fetters. It is constraint,
not freedom; it is shackles, not aspiration and nobility; it is the
darkness of prison, not the light of the palace.” God will soon
reveal their evil deeds, and we hope He will transform them
into good deeds.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12165

To: Yadullah Al Naddaf, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-05

O God, You whose mercy encompasses all things, whose bounty
is perfected for all beings, and whose forgiveness aids the peo-
ples of earth and heaven. These are Your sincere servants and
Your maidservants who are attracted to Your fragrances among
the worlds. Your call awakened them from the slumber of the
heedless. Your lights shone upon them on the Day of Judg-
ment. They arose from their resting places through the power
of Your manifest grace and hastened to the wellspring of Your
mercy with hearts overflowing with love on this mighty Day.
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O Lord! Their days passed while they were oppressed by the
tyranny of the heedless ones, afflicted under the claws of the
deniers, forced to migrate from place to place at all times. O
Lord! They drank the cup of tribulation and were subjected
to the great calamity because they believed in You and Your
signs on the day when the supreme catastrophe arose. They
had no crime except being enkindled with the fire of Your love,
no sin except being intoxicated with the wine of Your knowl-
edge, no error except offering their souls in Your path, and
no fault except devoting themselves to You, relying upon You,
and clinging to the hem of Your mercy.

O Lord! Make their morning blessed and illumine their lamp.
Make their spirits attached to Your holy verses. O Lord! Enter
them into the world of light and give them to drink from the
pure cup whose mixture is camphor. Clothe them in the robes
of forgiveness, O my Forgiving Lord. Make them stars shin-
ing at dawn in the highest horizon, flashing lightning in the
supreme Kingdom, radiant faces in the Most Glorious heights.
Verily You are the Forgiving, the Generous, the Compassion-
ate to Your chosen servants and Your maidservants secluded
in the pavilion of chastity and righteousness. There is no God
but You, the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.
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AB02116

To: Spiritual Assembly of Mashhad
Date: 1919-Jun-05

O blessed souls! Your letter arrived and contained great tid-
ings that the Spiritual Assembly has been formed and the di-
vine foundation established. Blessed souls are present in this
luminous gathering, correspondence with various regions has
become regular, assistance to the poor is continuous, and all
lethargy and rigidity has completely vanished. Meetings are
multiplying, attendees are increasing, and the assistance and
favors of the Divine Unity encompass all.

Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Ahmad Qa’ini, that luminous figure and
divine soul, during the height of war between nations and peo-
ples, reached the shore of the Holy Land with utmost difficulty.
Since the routes were blocked, he stayed at the Holy Thresh-
old and, with complete attraction and enthusiasm, arose to
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tend the Holy Garden. He had no rest day or night, and while
watering like at the Sacred Mosque, he was immersed in the
sea of prayers. He would move stones and rocks and demon-
strated firmness and steadfastness. Finally, spiritual emotions
and otherworldly tidings so encompassed him that his spirit
could no longer endure. He left his physical frame, abandoned
this earthly garment, and with a luminous form soared to the
celestial heights. Upon him and upon all be the Most Glorious
Glory.

Those distinguished souls who in the past year assisted the
poor - I beseech from God’s favors that their charity may be-
come like a seed that produces seven ears, in each ear a hundred
grains, and God multiplies for whom He wishes. Console the
children and relatives of that embodied spirit, that personi-
fied light, and that embodiment of steadfastness, Aqa Mirza
Ahmad. The care, protection and assistance of them all is
obligatory and necessary so that they may be well educated
and become worthy successors to those noble predecessors.
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AB03333

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-05

O Hands of the Cause of God, telegrams and letters have been
written to you which have surely reached you by now. Now
too, although I have absolutely no time, I am still writing in
reply to the latest letter dated 9 Jamadi’th-Thani. Offering
condolences to the survivors of his holiness Samandar brings
the good pleasure of the Most Great. That luminous personage
and manifestation of the All-Merciful was a great sign and
mighty standard in the Supreme Concourse. Throughout his
life he drew not a breath except in the good-pleasure of the
Lord of Signs and had no desire save servitude at the threshold
of the Source of evidences.

Today the worth of such souls is unknown, but in the future
it shall become evident and manifest like the light of the sun.
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I raise my lamentation and cry at the threshold of the An-
cient Beauty and beseech great gifts and confirmations from
the Abha Kingdom for his family. The descendants of his ho-
liness Ismu’llah, who has attained the most exalted seat of
truth, are in truth engaged in service in all regions. Now you
had given the glad tidings of the power of faith and firmness
of conviction of the friends in Khurasan, which brought much
joy and delight. I hope through the favors of the Lord that the
breezes of the All-Merciful will so stir Khurasan that its sweet
fragrance will perfume the nostrils of those attracted in other
lands. And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB12553

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-05

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter of Bashir
brought the glad tidings of your intention to make pilgrimage.
This is most beloved and desired, for I too long to meet with
thee. However, since thou art unwell, the journey to the Holy
Land through India would be very difficult, and thou wouldst
be delayed in several places - it would likely take at least three
or four months on the road. But the route through the Cau-
casus is easier, so be patient until the Caucasus route opens
up properly as it should. At that time, if thou canst obtain
permission from the postal administration, then undertake the
pilgrimage. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00867

To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jun-06

O herald of the Covenant! The letter you wrote dated 23
Rabi’u’th-Thani 1337 to Afnan Aqa Mirza Muhsin was noted,
and likewise the letter you wrote to myself. Indeed in these
five years of intense hardship you have endured the utmost dif-
ficulty, trouble and persecution. The trials and sorrows were
severe and calamities and afHlictions surrounded from all sides.
Yet praise be to God that beloved one was patient, dignified
and grateful. He sacrificed his life and was among the devoted
servants of the All-Merciful. Surely this patience and stead-
fastness will have great and lasting results. “Should God touch
thee with affliction, none can remove it but He” and “We shall
make smooth for him the path to ease.”

2 The book sent arrived. Regarding that matter, detailed letters

were written some time ago to both you and Aqa Siyyid Mahdi.
Both letters were very detailed. A second copy is being sent.
Let the books remain in ‘Ishgabad until further word arrives
from here.

You wrote about the chaos and upheaval of the Bolsheviks.
The sacred texts were fulfilled that irreligion would cause chaos
and disorder and completely disrupt the order of affairs. Re-
fer to Ishragat. Praise be to God that the city of ‘Ishq was
preserved and protected from the assault of this group and the
dominion of this detested party.

The friends of God must observe that in this mighty tempest
and severe turmoil that has afHicted all peoples of the world
with utmost trials and tribulations - millions from noble houses
and honored families became targets of bullets and swords,
lives were lost, mighty edifices fell, young men rolled in dust
and blood while loving fathers wept and dear mothers rent
their garments and innocent children became helpless orphans,
villages were leveled flat, cries and laments arose from all direc-
tions, losses and damages brought down the wealthy - despite
all this turmoil and upheaval, the friends of God in every place
remained safe and protected. This protection and preservation
was the result of the teachings of the Blessed Beauty, other-
wise in other matters they were equal with all other peoples,
indeed ahead of them in wisdom. Thus it is clear and evident
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that all remained guarded and protected in the sheltering pro-
tection of the counsels and admonitions of the Incomparable
Lord. Therefore we must hold fast to those teachings and act
according to them, not deviate a hair’s breadth, not pass be-
yond true moderation, and not pursue the path of oppression.
For some in Iran deviated slightly and the evil results became
clear and evident.

5 Convey yearning greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the friends
of God, especially the sincere ones. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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ABO05905

To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1919-Jun-06

O my beloved friend! My heart was rejoiced upon reading thy
succinct excellent letter. So I said God bless that man who
hath written in style. This is a man of letters if he curtailed
he was inimitable and if he expatiated he was impressive. We
beseech God to make of thee to be a sign of fluency and the
ensign of eloquence in the translation of the Secret of Divine
Civilization into Arabic. Whereas the standard is the transla-
tion of the Ishraqat (Splendours), the Bisharat (Glad Tidings),
the Kalimat (Words of Paradise), the Tajalliyat (Effulgences),
and the Tarazat (Ornaments) in the most wondrous of expres-
sion and the most fluent of words. If thou were graciously
assisted to attain this, there is no doubt that thou art more
fluent than Sahban and more eloquent than Qiss Bin Sa’idah
in the past decades. And if thou wishest, thou couldst involve
some of the preeminents who mastereth the Arabic language
like the Monarchs are the masters of their Monarchies. Give
thou my greetings, praise, and abundant lamentation and long-
ing to the respected Shaykh Muhyi’d-Din and to all the friends.
Upon you be greetings and praise.
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Words spoken on 1919-Jun-06 in Haifa/Akka

This spiritual communication and mutual exchange of thoughts
is conditioned upon certain facts that prepare the person in this
world to communicate with the spirit of his departed ones. A
clear mind, a pure heart and a concentrated attention are the
requisites for that spiritual inter-communication.

Like unto a mirror, man’s heart and mind must be purified,
clarified and polished. Any dust or rust that may be on it
such as attachment to this nether world, the turning of man’s
face away from God, sin or lust, animosity and rancor-all these
must be removed that the rays of the Sun of Truth may shine
upon it in full splendor and may be reflected there-from with
full effulgence.

If such state or condition is attained, communication with the
world above will be made possible. Purity of purpose and
concentration with prayer are the essential requisites.
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To: Abdu’l-Ali et al., in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-06

O ye two confidants! The brief letter was comprehensive. The | ul 54 J,;.u iz fasl 5L s (6l
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the comprehender of things.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory! LQC%}” SN
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To: Aqa Mirza Agqa Qaim Maqgami, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-07

O descendant of the master of the city of wisdom and compo-
sition, and prince of the realm of intellect and understanding!
It has been some time since I conversed with you and spoke
of inner mysteries. Now suddenly I have undertaken to write
this letter, for your face and character came to mind, and the
services you render to the Cause passed before my eyes. In
truth, you are steadfast with heart and soul, and serve the
Cause with all your might. In seeking God’s good pleasure,
there remains no approach you have not taken, and in exalting
the Word of God, no strategy you have not employed. Indeed,
you are a distinguished descendant of your illustrious grandfa-
ther, and a brilliant lamp of that leader of the righteous ones’
household. We are most pleased that that family laid such a
solid foundation and established the base of such a lofty palace
that its highest chambers reach to the canopy of heaven, and
the spirit of that noble personage takes pride in the Most Glo-
rious Kingdom. What can I write of the pure intentions, the
supreme endeavor, the worship of truth, and the servitude at
the threshold of oneness of that faithful friend who is in the
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2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. e el ey
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#09-10 p.23, SFI18.272

Words spoken on 1919-Jun-08 in Haifa/Akka

The Temple of Eskabad is unique in that it is the first Temple
of the kind that has been erected. Many such temples shall
be constructed in the future but this one will ever enjoy this
unique privilege and preference. When its accessories are com-
pleted and its full machinery starts running, when the melody
of vocal and instrumental music arises and rends the air with
its joyous trends, when the prayers and supplications addressed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

17


http://irfancolloquia.org/pdf/lights20_rafati_maqam_farahani.pdf#page=6
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/m/masumian_nushabadi_man_courage.pdf#page=32
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-112.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=70
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1165.pdf#page=23
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1165.pdf#page=23
https://oceanoflights.org/file/Publications-02_18.pdf#page=272

Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

AB03651

at dawn and at sunrise ascend to the throne of the Almighty,-
then will the effect of the Mashrakol-Azkar be made evident
and manifest.

The Temple that is going to be erected in the United States
will be an important and magnificent one, its influence and
reaction upon the Cause will be tremendous and the impetus
it shall give to the Movement irresistible.

Soon shall the city of Teheran witness the laying of the foun-
dation of the Temple of Worship, for restrictions have been
removed and hindrances eliminated.

BSTW#237

ABO03651

To: Mandigar, Bamis et al., in Bombay
Date: 1919-Jun-17

O Lord! Grant Maandegar Hakim freedom from fear and anxi-
ety and bestow peace in Your shelter. Make Rashid Ardeshir a
lion in the highest paradise. Surush Mehrab is a restless thirsty
one - quench his thirst from the heavenly spring. Khudadad
Rustam grew weary of the oppression of this dustheap and took
flight to Your court to find rest - grant him rest and adornment.
Hormuzdyar Rustam set in the west of nonexistence like a star,
so that he might shine forth like the sun from the east of be-
ing. Praise be to You for bestowing such adornment. Rashid
Mehrab grew weary of the mirage so that he might drink from
the sweet water in the world above. O Lord! Grant him a gob-
let, bestow a cup. Dinyar Mehrab awakened from sleep and
hastened to the endless world so that he might become the
companion of Lohrasp and embrace Gushtasp. You are the
Bestower - forgive and pardon these servants and grant them
shelter in Your path. You are the Kind, the Giver, and the
Forgiver of sinners.
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To: Hon. William Sulzer, in New York
Date: 1919-Jun-18

O well-wisher of the human race! Your eloquent and perspic-
uous letter was received and read with the utmost joy, and
likewise was noted the article you had written concerning the
League of Nations. I hope that the members of the League, and
especially its benevolent President who seeks the welfare of hu-
manity, will succeed in establishing, in accordance with the
teachings of Baha’u’llah, a Supreme Tribunal whose members
shall be chosen from among all the nations and governments
of the world. This Supreme Tribunal will be the protector and
guarantor of universal peace. Now is the first gleaming of the
dawn of universal peace. It is hoped that the sun of universal
peace will shine forth with such splendor as to utterly disperse
the darkness of war, strife and conflict.

The matter of universal peace is but one of the principles of
Baha’u’llah’s teachings, which has its corollaries: the indepen-
dent investigation of reality and the abandonment of ancient
traditions; the oneness of humanity; religious amity and fel-
lowship, meaning that religion must be the cause of unity and
accord; the conformity of religion with science and reason; the
relinquishment of religious, racial, national, territorial and po-
litical prejudices; the unity of language, meaning the adoption
of a universal auxiliary language so that every person would
know two languages - one’s native tongue and the universal lan-
guage; the solution of economic problems; the equality of rights
between men and women; the matter of justice and equity; the
establishment of a divine civilization; and many others similar
to these.

Now, praise be to God, through the endeavors of the President,
the questions of universal peace and of justice and equity have
been raised. I hope that through the power of the Word of God,
universal peace will be established in the utmost glory, and that
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you may become the recipient of heavenly confirmations from
every direction.

SW_ v10#17 p.315-316, BSTW#243

AB03403

To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received. Thou hadst written about the elab-
orate festivities that were arranged with the utmost joy and
delight during the days of Ridvan. This was not merely a fes-
tival - it was a heavenly feast and a divine gathering. It was
luminous and caused the utmost joy. However, do not set aside
wisdom. Grand displays and demonstrations cause envy and
tumult among the deniers. It is better to observe moderation.
The outer should be veiled while the inner manifest. Ere long
the melody of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will reach the Concourse
on High from every land, and the light of the Cause of God
will illuminate the world of being.

The reply to the letter of Jinab-i-Luhrasb Khan has been writ-
ten and is enclosed with this letter - please deliver it.

The grand gathering of the handmaidens of the Merciful that
was organized and arranged in your home through the efforts
of the near handmaiden of God, the mother of Abdul-Hussein,
is most praiseworthy, for the world of women must be advanced
so that it may gain strength. For the world of humanity has
two wings - one male and one female. If one wing is weak, the
bird cannot fly. When both wings gain strength, then it can
soar.

Convey to all the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful the
Most Glorious and Most Wonderful greetings. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Beauty.
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AB12289

To: John Bucklan, in Switzerland
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O thou who art attracted to the Light of the Love of God! The
world of existence is like a body, and the spirit of this body
is the love of God. Were it not for this love, existence would
yield no fruit - it would be like a tree without fruit and a lamp
without light. It is love that has connected all things together.
In the mineral kingdom, the force of attraction is a sign of the
power of love. Likewise in the vegetable kingdom, the growing
power and the relationships between individual elements are ex-
pressions of love. Similarly in the animal kingdom, emotional
attractions spring from love. And in the human world, all these
connections are present and manifest, and furthermore the Sun
of Reality shines with the lights of love upon hearts and souls.
Thus it becomes clear that the life of created things depends
upon love. My hope is that you may become a center among
the centers of love and spread the oneness of humanity, deliv-
ering souls from religious prejudice, racial prejudice, and the
prejudices of the earthly world, so that every soul may become
self-sacrificing for other souls and all may become flowers and
blossoms of one garden. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04330

To: Luhrasb (Suhrab) Faridani, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
As time is very limited, I write briefly. There are two Davids
- one before Moses and one after Moses. Their way and dispo-
sition and taste were similar, therefore the Exalted One [the
Bab] mentioned David before Moses, meaning the first David.
This is like Ishmael who is multiple - one is Ishmael the son of
Abraham and another is Ishmael who was among the prophets
of Israel and is mentioned in the Qur’an. For the relatives and
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dependents of that honored one - the wife and mother and fa-
ther, even ancestors and maternal ancestors - forgiveness was
beseeched.

O Kind God! You delivered Luhrasb’s kith and kin from the
prison of this world - lead them to the court of Gushtasb who
is close to the Divine Threshold and among the most exalted
prophets. O Bestower! Make the blessed faces of this group
radiant in Thy Kingdom and brilliant like the sun and moon.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11920

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney, in Paris
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O illumined daughter of the Kingdom! Paris needs new power,
and the friends are few and small in number. The divine teach-
ings must spread in all directions. That respected lady must
blaze like a flame of fire and make the friends firm and steadfast
in the Covenant, breathe a new spirit into them, and likewise
in every country you reach, kindle a flame. The melody is the
melody of the Covenant which has set those horizons in motion.
Your services are accepted and well-known, and your labors are
recognized and noted. I beseech from divine favors that you
may shine like a bright candle in every gathering, open an elo-
quent tongue, make brilliant utterances, and bring the people
of the gathering into joy and delight through the power of the
Covenant.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07925

To: Muhammad Ali Jahangard, in Bushihr
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O servant of God! The previous letters did not arrive, but the
recent letter dated May 7, 1919 was received. Praise be to
God, it indicated that you had arrived safely and securely in
the city of Bushihr. I hope that you will also recover and be
healed from any incidental illnesses. In Bushihr there are no
friends to whom I could write a recommendation, but perhaps
you could make an effort so that several souls in that city may
become awakened and conscious and become faithful servants
of the Lord. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11960

To: Edith De Bons Mackaye, in Switzerland
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O thou beloved daughter! Thy letter arrived. Although
throughout the years of severe conflict, correspondence was
interrupted, yet thou wert ever in my memory and present
before me. Not an hour hast thou been forgotten. Although
bodily thou wert exceedingly remote, yet in spirit thou wert
extremely near and the heart was associating and affiliating
with thee. This is because spiritual bonds in the Kingdom of
God eternally remain firm and strong.

Convey the utmost love to thy respected husband and embrace
and show utmost affection to Mona.
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AB09949

To: Rahmatabadi, Khudadad Jamshid et al., in Bombay
Date: 1919-Jun-20

O two servants of the Divine Threshold! Through the favors
of the All-Merciful Lord, I hope that you may be confirmed in
perfect steadfastness and constancy beneath the shadow of His
grace, and be assisted to rest and tranquility.

The Persian friends have indeed passed through tests and re-
mained firm in their faith and Covenant. They have become
the manifestation of divine favors and the recipient of the All-
Merciful’s aid.

If the means for travel become available, you have permission
to come with the utmost joy and fragrance, and upon you both
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04151

To: Mulla Yusuf-i-Nakhai, in Khusif
Date: 1919-Jun-21

O noble and distinguished man, learned and excellent one who
is enkindled with the fire of the love of God and attracted by
the breaths of God! I have chanted the verses of your gratitude
to God and your supplication to the Lord of the first and last,
and the ascension of your sighs to the Most Glorious Kingdom,
and the flame of your burning in longing for the Most Exalted
Threshold. And I yearn for you as the thirsty one yearns for
sweet flowing water. However, today resistance against the
people of blame and the promotion of the teachings of God
and the diffusion of the holy breaths is the greatest gift from
God.

2 Therefore, seize this supreme bounty, make firm the feet, and

attract hearts with the magnet of sanctity until you gain mas-
tery over souls as spirits have mastery over bodies. Spread the
fragrances of God in those regions, then present yourself with
an expanded breast and attracted heart and joyous spirit and
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burning heart and exhausted patience and flowing tears at the
Sacred Threshold and Most Exalted Station. And convey my
intense longing and profound love and complete attachment to
Aqa Ali Bek, and I wish for him attainment to the highest sta-
tions and most supreme degrees in this first life and the next
life. And upon you and upon him be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05141

To: Diyaud-Din, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jun-21

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was pe-
rused. The expressions were sweet and indicated steadfastness.
Convey greetings to the handmaiden of God, Khanum Tal’at,
and give her the glad-tidings of divine bounty, that she may
attain abundant joy and become a patient and grateful maid-
servant of the Lord. From the favors of the Lord of Hidden
Kindnesses, I beseech forgiveness for Mirza Baha’'u’d-Din and
Mirza Aga and the handmaiden of God Khadijih. O peerless
Lord! Make Baha’u’d-Din foremost among the dwellers of the
highest paradise, and in the Abha Kingdom exalt Mirza Aqa
with Thy greatest gift, and open from the resting place of the
handmaiden of God Khadijih a window to the divine Kingdom.
O Forgiver! Grant these helpless ones shelter and refuge in the
precincts of Thy greatest mercy, and admit these suppliants
into the highest paradise. Bestow pardon and forgiveness, and
grant favor and bounty. Thou art the Bestower, the Forgiver,
the Kind One.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01039

Date: 1919-Jun-2/4

O God, my God! These two illustrious brothers and sons, kins-
men of thy servant who hath been called away by the Divine
Voice raised from Thy most exalted kingdom saying: “O our
Lord! we have indeed heard the voice of one that called. He
called us to the faith - ‘Believe on your Lord’ - and we have
believed. O our Lord! forgive us then our sins ...

He stood firm even as the lofty mountains, and such as those
who art devoted to Thee, he pursued steadfastly the path of
Thy Cause on the Day of Thy Presence. And he departed out of
his fatherland with his two sons, setting his face towards Thee,
trusting wholly in Thee, attracted to the Divine Fragrance of
Thy days, and yielding thanks for Thy bounties. He traversed
the valleys and the plains and crossed the rugged grounds and
the mountains enduring every toil and affliction until, while on
his way, he surrendered his soul and drank deep of the chalice
of sacrifice that brimmeth over with the pleasing choice Wine
and he yielded up his breath to Thee while being inflamed with
the fire of his longing for Thee and attracted to the Day-Star
of Thy creation.

He left these two illustrious sons: one of whom wast named
Abu’l-Qasim whoso Thou hast chosen for Thy service at Thy
Luxuriant Garden and Verdant Isle. By day and by night he
attended to the flowers and the trees and supplied them with
water, even as supplying water to the Sacred Mosque. And he
knew not tiredness or weariness nor toil and weakness; nay with
fervor, lowliness, and ardent supplication, he devoted himself
to Thy Luminous Garden.

His other brother who wast named Ibrahim arose to serve Thee
at even and at morn, weakened not in his servitude to Thee
in the daytime and in the night season. He hath devoted him-
self to the trees in the garden upon which Thou Hast, for the
longest time, conferred the honor of the presence of Thine Efful-
gent Light. O my Lord! His eyes wert gladdened by beholding
Thy Beauty, his heart wast rejoiced, and his breast dilated by
hearkening unto Thy Words until Thy mighty woe waxed more
severe, and the day changed into a darksome night. And the
Concourse on high lamented, and the Maids of Heaven, the
holy inmates of the loftiest mansions, wailed the wailing of a
mother who lost her child.
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These two brothers wert steadfast in Thy Covenant and Testa-
ment and their footsteps slipped not by the tempests of trials
and the whirlwinds of the violent commotions. They served
Thy sublime Threshold with hearts throbbing with Thy love,
tongues uttering Thy praise, tears flowing by reason of being
withheld from Thee, and hearts kindled with the fire of anguish,
until they left the contemptible and worthless place to Thine
Abha Kingdom, steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy Covenant,
attracted to Thy Divine Fragrances, reciting Thy verses, and
relying on Thy forgiveness and pardon.

O Lord! Uplift them to lofty grades, enter them in the whole
Kingdom of Thy names and attributes, immerse them in the
sea of Thy mercy amidst Thy paradise, increase for them Thy
grace and bounty, and make them burning lamps in the globe
of Thy Kingdom and signs shining with the light of Thy for-
giveness in the Celestial Threshold.

Thou art, verily, the Merciful, the Compassionate, the Par-
doner, the Ever-Forgiving. No God is there but Thee, the
Most Gracious, the All-Bountiful.
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AB01409
To: Agnes Leo, in Spokane
Date: 1919-Jun-24
O handmaiden of God! Jde WS (&l

Your letter was received. You had complained about your As-
sembly, that it is in turmoil. Every illness has a remedy and
every calamity has relief. The swift remedy for this illness that
has afflicted the Assembly is remembrance and reflection upon
the Covenant.

Hath the Blessed Beauty instituted this Covenant and Testa-
ment in order to exact obedience from all, or to bring about
disobedience? If the latter is intended, then we have nothing to
say; but if obedience and compliance are the goal, then waver-
ing will lead to utter loss, and disobedience and waywardness
are grievous error.
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Christ (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) spoke one word
regarding Peter - He did not write it in His own hand - and
that word is this: “Thou art a rock and upon this rock I will
build my church.” This is just one word, it does not have
much importance, and it is narrated not written, and was not
inscribed by Christ’s pen. Despite this, all the apostles became
submissive and humble.

Now the Blessed Beauty, in His own hand, by the Most Exalted
Pen, and in explicit terms, commanded all with a decisive com-
mand to obey and turn to [the Center of the Covenant|, and
explicitly confined the interpretation of the Book to the Center
of the Covenant. Either one must say that the Blessed Beauty
was, God forbid, ignorant and made a mistake in commanding
all to obey the Center of the Covenant and explicitly confining
the interpretation of the Book to the Center of the Covenant,
or one must obey and turn to Him.

; It is amazing what answer they will give to the Blessed Beauty

in the divine Kingdom. Just this much consideration is suffi-
cient if there is fairness, but if there is no fairness and they
speak unjustly, that is another matter. In any case, these
Covenant-breakers and all opposition are like the foam of the
sea - they have no permanence and will vanish, while the sea,
which is the source of life, remains established. Consider what
happened after Christ - how many souls arose to create cor-
ruption and sedition in His Cause, but in the end they were
disappointed and defeated, and Truth raised its banner. This
violation of the Covenant is the same - it is like a mirage and
will soon be erased and disappear.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
Distribute multiple copies of this letter.

BRL__ATE#069x, BRL__CUHJ#86x, LOTW#57, SW_v10#14 p.267
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AB01697

To: Muhammad Thabit Maraghihi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jun-24

O steadfast one! The letter you wrote from the city of love
was carefully reviewed. If property was plundered it matters
not, for it is like waves - naturally one day it scatters and
is pillaged, and verily thy Lord is the All-Providing, the All-
Knowing. Praise be to God that you remained protected and
preserved.

As for your wife’s passing to the eternal realm, since she has-
tened to the infinite world with utmost steadfastness in the
Cause of God and firmness in the Covenant and Testament,
therefore this extinction is existence, this obliteration is clar-
ity, this loss is gain, and this descent is ascent.

In any case, focus all your thoughts on diffusing the fragrant
musk, for physical bounties bring hardness while divine breezes
cause the attainment of hearing and sight. Praise be to God
you are characterized by sacrifice and are intimate with the
friends, and divine confirmations like spring rain descend suc-
cessively from the favors of the All-Merciful. I beseech for-
giveness and pardon for your kind wife. There is no doubt
she will be immersed in the ocean of favors and become the
manifestation of wondrous grace.

You wrote about printing the translation of the Iqan - this
is very acceptable, but you must bring it to Istanbul so they
can refine the text in eloquent Ottoman Turkish, for Ottoman
Turkish is very sweet. Then print it.

As for differences in questions, the pen of the Center of the
Covenant is the solver of difficulties. They must not allow
questions to lead to dispute and argument. Rather they should
ask immediately to receive an immediate answer. This is the
truth. Contention and dispute are completely forbidden - by
the explicit divine text both sides are deprived.

As for theater, if it is within the bounds of propriety and causes
improvement of morals, promotion of education, adjustment of
society, encouragement of human virtues and universal educa-
tion, it is most desirable. But if it is based on jest and mock-
ery and outside the bounds of sanctity and promotes lusts, it
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is certainly forbidden. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Splendor.
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AVK3.349.10x, MUH3.287-288

AB02219

To: Harlan F Ober, in Cambridge, MA
Date: 1919-Jun-2/4

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Your detailed letter was received. Praise be to God, that in the
utmost energy, the friends of God have arisen to promulgate
heavenly teachings and are self-sacrificing from every stand-
point. Verily, this is the sign of the confirmations of the divine
Kingdom which, like unto the sun, are manifest and evident.
The sending of teachers to different parts is highly acceptable
and praiseworthy. Act in accordance with the instructions pre-
viously sent.

Today the stirring power that exhibits itself throughout all re-
gions is the power of the Covenant which, like unto the artery,
beats and pulsates in the body of the world. He who is firmer
in the Covenant is more assisted, just as ye are manifestly wit-
nessing how firm souls are enkindled, attracted and confirmed.

Strive, therefore, day and night that ye may cause the hearts to
become firm and resolute. The journey of teachers to different
parts is like unto the rays of the sun which radiate from a
central point to the surrounding regions and undoubtedly great
illumination will be obtained.

You had inquired concerning the financial question of the
Mashrekol-Azkar fund for purposes different from those that
pertain to the Temple is not permissible and conversely the
teaching fund is not to be used for Mashrekol-Azkar purposes.
Both should be used in their own respective spheres. If it is
not done accordingly matters will be completely upset. The
future should be taken into consideration and not the present.
I beg God that He may confirm you always in that which is
the cause of the gladness of your heart.

Concerning the Star of the West, the organ must be so pro-
mulgated in America and Persia that at least its necessary
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expenses may be provided. Upon this point a letter shall be
written to Persia.

Upon thee be Baha-El-Abha)

SW_ v104#12 p.233, SW_ v11#11 p.197

AB07623

To: Committee For the Temple of Chicago, in Cambridge, MA
Date: 1919-Jun-2/4

O blessed souls! Praise be to God that ye have been confirmed
with such a great bounty and have arisen with all your power
to serve the Kingdom of God, that is, to promote the unity of
the world of humanity. Just as a magnet attracts iron, so does
the promotion of the divine teachings attract heavenly confir-
mations. Ere long ye shall witness what mighty influences it
will exert and what wondrous signs it will manifest. I am most
pleased with you, that ye have devoted your days and nights ex-
clusively to the service of God, seeking His good-pleasure and
beseeching His heavenly bounties. And upon you and upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory of God!

SW_ v10#12 p.233

AB10509

To: Rustam Bihmard, in Adasiyyih
Date: 1919-Jun-24

O Rustam, praise be to God that in the feast of worship thou
art a player, performer and singer, and art in harmony and
concert with the birds of the world, and art intimate and con-
fidant with angel and fairy. Name thy descendant Suhrab. I
hope that he may follow the path of Luhrasb and be adorned
with the character of Gushtasb. May thy soul be happy!
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AB01328

To: Baha’is of Istanbul
Date: 1919-Jun-25

O spiritual ones! O illumined ones! The darkness of ignorance
has darkened the horizon of the world, and the fire of war near
and far from the armies of Europe and America has sent flames

to the heavens, eventually spreading to Asia and Africa as well.

"7

All the masters of conflict and strife cry out “Come to battle!”,
except the Baha’is, who have blended Turk and Tajik, and Asia
and America are like two sweethearts embracing each other,
and the nostrils of Africa have become perfumed and fragrant
with the divine breeze in these days. O friends! All peoples
are attacking one another, all nations are in turmoil with each
other, except the friends who have raised high the melody of
the oneness of the human world and are intimate and kind
with all peoples, considering all creation as God’s sheep and
the Divine Unity as the Kind Shepherd. Therefore they are
grieved by war and sorrowful from battle. They desire angelic

character and seek to establish the lofty edifice of human unity.

They sacrifice their lives in God’s path and are bewildered and
disheveled in the valley of the love of God.

O divine friends! Until now, due to supreme wisdom, teaching
was forbidden in that city. Now the springtime of teaching
must, with perfect wisdom, bring that region to life and cause
flowers and blossoms to grow. May it become the envy of
the highest paradise and a mirror of the highest heaven. So
strive with perfect wisdom until you give new life to the thirsty
with the pure water of meanings, make the deprived privy to
mysteries, give portion and share to those without portion,
cause flowers and fragrant herbs to grow from black earth, give
true healing to the sick, make the blind seeing and the deaf
hearing. And I seek endless confirmations for you from the
Abha Kingdom, and seek divine bounty, and request heavenly
power, and desire lordly qualities. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

Do not lift the veil. The divine mysteries must be revealed
to a trustworthy, steadfast guardian of secrets, not to every
unknown person. Now is the beginning. From anyone whom
you observe has capacity, first take a firm, steadfast covenant
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that they will not reveal this faith and knowledge of Truth,
then impart the Word, otherwise no.
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MKT3.264

AB02709

To: Augur, George Jacob et al., in Honolulu
Date: 1919-Jun-25

O two doves of the garden of the love of God! Your detailed
letter was received. Your services on this plane are mentioned
and well-known, especially in Tokyo. Praise be to God that in
that clime you were assisted in diffusing a fragrant breeze, and
this will yield great results in the future. These few grains of
wheat that you scattered in that soil will eventually form great
harvests, and these few souls will become mighty multitudes,
nay rather a vast spiritual army, and this seed through divine
cultivation will yield abundant clusters. Be thankful that you
were assisted with such a divine bounty.

You have scattered seeds, but they need watering. If some
souls from America or the Hawaiian Islands make a journey to
Japan, the divine teachings will spread in Japan with utmost
speed and yield great results. You two have fulfilled your duty
and strived to the extent possible. Now you must rest for a
while. It is the turn of others to likewise journey to Japan and
water the scattered seeds and tend to the new saplings.

Days pass by and ultimately man becomes forgotten dust be-
neath layers of earth, except for those souls who become divine
farmers and scatter seeds in the field of hearts. These souls will
forever shine and radiate from the horizon of reality like stars.
Convey my longing greetings to all the friends in Honolulu.
And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

JWTA.019-020
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To: Hawaii Baha’is of Honolulu
Date: 1919-Jun-25

O ye loving friends and maidservants of God!

Ye are in those distant isles, remote and far from us while we in

the Holy Land, are in the utmost enkindlement and yearning.

The distance separating us is tremendous but notwithstanding

this, in view of ideal nearness, heats are in a state of ecstasy.

This is because the Word of God has so linked the hearts that

distance, no matter how great it may be, is utterly annihilated.

We are ever gathered in the ideal and divine assemblage and
are looking at one another’s faces while the blessings of His
Highness the Merciful One surround us.

In your behalf I solicit and entreat to the Abha Kingdom and
beg for the hearts a new life and for the spirits a heavenly glad
tiding; that each one of you may become a resplendent sign, a
banner in the Abha Kingdom, the cause of love and of amity
among all men and serviceable to the world of Humanity; so
that the Divine Bounty may be showered and unbounded joy
may be realized. This, verily, is conditioned upon firmness in
the Covenant.

5 Whosoever grasps firmly the (rope of the) Covenant and

the Testament the legions of the Supreme Concourse shall
assuredly make him victorious and shall be confirmed at the
Divine Threshold with limitless bounties.

The power of the Covenant is like unto the heat of the sun
which vivified all earthly beings and caused them to grow and
to thrive. Likewise the Light of the Covenant trains and uplifts
the world of minds, of souls, of hearts and of spirits.

Upon ye be Bahallah’il Abha.

GPB.239x
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AB05866

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1919-Jun-25

O friends of God! The magazine of the Star of the West,
notwithstanding great difficulties during the days of the war,
has continued until these days of quietness and tranquillity
which have come. Although it had been cut off entirely from
Persia, yet it managed to exist itself. Therefore financial hard-
ships obtained.

But now that war has ended in peace, there must be given
regularity to the Star of the West, so that it may circulate
throughout the East and the West. And this is conditioned
upon the increase of number of the subscribers. Therefore, the
friends in all the provinces of Persia must subscribe to this
blessed matter. Strive ye in the promulgation of this growing
magazine only for the service to the Cause of God, in order
that it may become the means of the stimulation of its editors
and for the best regularity of the institution.

Likewise, if possible, some of the friends may subscribe to the
newspaper Chehreh Nema in Egypt and pay the subscriptions
in advance.

Upon ye be El-Baha-el-Abhal

SW_ v104#07 p.131, SW_ v11#11 p.197
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To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1919-Jun-25

O matchless Lord! Mah Banu has winged her flight to Thy
celestial realm, and Rustam and Suhrab were thirsting for Thy
ocean, yearning for Thy path, and hastened toward Thee that
they might drink from Thy stream. O Forgiver! Withhold
not Thy bounty and cherish these helpless ones beneath Thy
shelter. In the realm of mysteries, cause them to consort with
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the pure ones. Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the All-

Merciful.
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To: Ahmad Sohrab, in New York
Date: 1919-Jun-28

O wanderer through mountain and desert in the path of the
Kind Beloved!
California to New York. Praise be to God, in accordance
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s promise, you witnessed the assistance
and bounties of the Blessed Beauty manifest and evident
in the regions of America. This is what I said - that today
whoever is firm in the Covenant becomes a manifest sign
of the effulgence of the Kingdom. Move according to the
teachings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. You observe that all doors are
open, paths are smooth, and confirmations and success are
constant companions, with divine confirmations arriving
continuously. Today whoever becomes a servant of the Most
Glorious Kingdom will be established upon the throne of
everlasting sovereignty. Praise be to God, you saw with your
own eyes and heard with your own ears that the power of the
Covenant is today the lifeblood flowing through the arteries
of the horizons. Everyone faithful to the Covenant is a lamp
of radiance, while every covenant-breaker dwells permanently
in the lowest depths of hell. Remember the days of Port Said
and compare them to these days. See what news there is!

In the depths of dawn, like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, pray at the threshold
of the Blessed Beauty and cry out: “O Kind Lord! I am a
weak ant - grant me Solomon’s glory. I am an evanescent atom
- make me manifest through the ray of the Sun of Truth. I
am a drop - bestow upon me the waves of the sea. I am a
gnat - make me a soaring eagle of might. I am lowly - make
me precious in Your Kingdom. I am nameless and traceless -
grant me the sign of confirmation.”

Your letter arrived after your return from

The travelers who are returning from this land will, God will-
ing, henceforth become the cause of unity and harmony. The
New York library is truly succeeding in service, and Mr. and
Mrs. Dealy are truly sacrificing their lives and are the objects
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of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s attention. However, the friends should as-
sist this library and Star of the West magazine to the extent
possible. Mr. and Mrs. Dealy cannot bear all the expenses.

Praise be to God, Shahnaz is full of melody and song, and
like the reed-flute is in harmony with true construction. It is
hoped that the Convention has opened this year as it should,
and that the maidservant of God Mrs. Maxwell, Mr. Ran-
dall, Mr. Mills, Mrs. Marjorie Morton, and Mrs. Thoraya
Chamberlain have surely succeeded in service, and Mr. Grant,
Mr. Kawthary and Professor Jackson have surely given de-
tailed talks. These respected souls are truly worthy of honor
and reverence, and I pray for them that they may succeed in
services to the divine Kingdom, each following the example of
the apostles and becoming bright candles for the Assembly of
Truth.

In any case, my hope is that in this Convention the matter
of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar has found new importance. Surely
your wedding has taken place - it is auspicious and blessed.
Regarding you, recommendations were made to some travelers.
It is hoped that comfort and happiness will be attained.

i His honor the true scholar, the learned one of Mazandaran, the

essence of humility and submissiveness, along with Manuchehr
Khan, praise be to God, arrived safely. This respected person
is self-effacing in the Cause of the Blessed Beauty, knowledge-
able, informed and learned. It is certain that they will become
the cause of enthusiasm and rapture for the friends and guid-
ance for others. You must show the utmost respect and consid-
eration toward them, so that joining hands together you may
arise to exalt the Word of God.

Convey my utmost love and kindness to your respected wife,
the near maidservant of God, and her mother. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

Confidentially it is written that Dr. Getsinger, through the in-
stigation of certain ones, has still not ceased pursuing the maid-
servant of God who has ascended to God, Lua. His purpose
has been to demean her. With the utmost love and kindness
counsel him not to destroy his own house with his own hands.
Most of the friends are upset with him about this and complain,
while he is heedless. Free him from the clutches of the shame-
less instigators. Never compromise with those wavering in the
Covenant, for it causes disrepute, and some have made this an
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excuse and spread rumors. Be very careful. Your intention is
that perhaps they will become mindful and warned, but one
who wavers cannot become firm. I write this confidentially.
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To: Baha’is of Arak
Date: 1919-Jun-28

O Thou Who hast ordained lofty stations and sublime degrees
for those who were martyred in Thy path - stations whereat
the sincere among the righteous and the near ones among the
chosen ones marvel, nay, whereat the pure Imams and the em-
inent saints in the Kingdom of mysteries, hidden from sight,
pray for them, and whom I specially remember night and day -
and in particular that man of wisdom and that glorious radiant
light, that fragrant musk, he who bore the name of ‘Ali-Akbar,
may his pure spirit be sanctified. O Lord! He was a brilliant
light, a shining ray, a conclusive proof, and a piercing flame
against the Covenant-breakers, a drawn sword against the vi-
olators, a clear guide for the seekers, and a gushing spring for
those who thirsted and sought. The blame of the blamer, the
gloating of the gloater, and the sting of the slanderer in Thy
Cause did not hold him back. Rather, he stood firm with the
firmness of mountains, and resisted with the resistance of lions
in the thickets of clear verses. His tongue was loosed in Thy re-
membrance, he excelled in spreading Thy proofs and evidence,
he proclaimed what was commanded in Thy Book, he was set
ablaze with the fire of Thy love, he called out Thy Name, he
awakened those sleeping in the cradle of vain desire, he rescued
those perishing in the depths of wretchedness, he aided those
yearning for guidance, and he surpassed other speakers in the
arena of utterance, seeking the ultimate goal.

O Lord! He endured every hardship and affliction, and was
tried with every adversity and distress. The reins of the most
severe ones among the enemies were let loose upon him, and
the spears of the most antagonistic among the opponents were
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directed at him. There was no bitter cup but he drank of it
in Thy path, no bitter colocynth but he tasted it in Thy love,
no arrow but he made himself its target in propagating Thy
Cause, and no drawn sword but he kissed it in his attraction
to Thy sweet savors.

O Lord! He would call out to all humanity: “Hasten to salva-
tion! Hasten to success! Hasten to the flowing stream! Hasten
to the bestowed gift! Hasten to the scene of meeting! Has-
ten to witness the Most Great Sign! Hasten to the mighty
triumph! Hasten to the manifest outpouring!” How many of
the wayward did he guide to the straight path! How many of
the heedless did he awaken from deadly slumber! How many
of the blind did he cause to see the manifest light! How many
of the deaf did he cause to hear Thy call in this wondrous Dis-
pensation! How many of the dumb did he cause to speak Thy
praise, turning to the praiseworthy station! How many of the
dead did he quicken with the spirit of guidance in the promised
Day!

Until he cast off restraint in Iraq, and the people of dissension
assailed him, shed his pure blood, and cut his good and pure
body into pieces. Thus did they attack his holy and pure family,
even the small children, scattered them, and assailed them like
rapacious wolves and fierce beasts of prey, and devoured them
until no trace remained of them.

O Lord! That good and blessed family sacrificed all it possessed
in Thy path, seeking to abide in Thy Kingdom. It surpassed
all martyrs in the path of sacrifice. Therefore, assign to it an
exalted station, a bountiful reward, delightful blessings, and
a pleasing seat of truth in the most glorious Kingdom, that
it may be immersed in the seas of light in an infinite holy
expanse. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Bestower. Thou singliest out for Thy mercy whomsoever Thou
pleasest. There is no God but Thee, the Giving, the Mighty,
the Gracious.
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To: Yaqub Muttahidih, in Kirmanshah
Date: 1919-Jun-29+

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter of the
20th of Sha’ban of the present year arrived. On one hand it
brought the utmost joy, for it indicated that the exaltation of
the Cause surpasses imagination. During the days of Ridvan,
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was a gathering place for friends and
strangers alike, appearing in the greatest majesty. And re-
garding the place where the sacred remains were deposited - it
has been purchased and has now become a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar,
and two neighboring houses have also been acquired. This
brought the utmost joy and gladness. However, the ascension
of your esteemed brother Rabi’ Badi’ caused intense grief. Yet
it is hoped that this bereavement will not make you captive to
pain and sorrow. Rabi’ has ascended to the exalted Kingdom,
and that pure soul has hastened to the highest heaven, shining
in that infinite realm with the light of divine pardon and
forgiveness, having attained his ultimate desire.

As for those left behind by that leader of the free, it is hoped
they will occupy themselves with arranging flowers of divine
truths and meanings in his garden path. Especially you and
the other friends who yearn for the cup of martyrdom and
desire to sacrifice your lives in the path of the One True God.
Convey my utmost longing to each and every one of the friends
in that region. May my soul and their souls all be sacrificed
in the path of the Blessed Beauty. It is hoped that we may
all attain to our desire. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Emil Ruoff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Jul

O spiritual beloved! Whenever you chant prayers in the gather-
ing of the friends, the dwellers of the Kingdom are stirred into
motion, and hearts in the divine realm become attracted, at-
taining spiritual ecstasy and soaring aloft in intense joy. There-
fore, as much as you can, continue to melodiously chant prayers.
Convey my utmost kindness to your dear son. Upon you be
glory and praise.
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To: Aga Mirza Aqa Qaim Maqgami, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jul-01

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The epistle thou didst
write was indeed a clear scroll and a manifest book, laden with
tidings and allusions, with intimations most explicit.

To be brief: During the days of Ridvan, festivals were held
and gatherings adorned throughout most provinces of Persia,
with proclamations of joy and gladness and demonstrations of
delight and felicity. Likewise in America, they celebrated the
Feast of Ridvan with utmost dignity and glory, and arranged
the annual convention in New York. Each day a luminous gath-
ering was formed where songs of praise and glorification of the
Manifest Beauty reached the highest heaven. A photograph
of that great gathering is being sent that the friends may be-
hold that radiant assemblage and observe how the power of the
Covenant hath so moved the contingent world that strangers
have become loving friends while the compatriots of Iran are
still caught in the sleep of negligence. Such a brilliant moon
hath risen from Iran’s horizon that its penetrating rays have
reached the world of America and caused commotion in the
realm of Europe.

“There is no tumult in the city save the curl of the Beloved’s
tress
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There is no tempest in the world save the arch of the Friend’s
brow”

Despite this, the Iranians remain heedless. May God awaken
them! In any case, the friends in Iran must not yet act en-
tirely without wisdom, but rather should observe wisdom in
all matters. They must not completely tear away the veil, for
other peoples will rise up in hatred and jealousy, rend their gar-
ments and raise lamentations. Praise be to God that during
the time of famine, scarcity, hardship and tribulation, the So-
ciety for the Aid of the Poor showed forth effort and rendered
assistance, and the poor among the friends remained patient,
thankful and dignified.

Praise be to God the schools of education were not disrupted
through your assistance. The schools of education are of ut-
most importance and to assist them is an obligation binding
upon all. His honor Mirza Hasan of Nush-Abad is indeed a
strong support to you in rendering assistance and a firm pil-
lar in teaching. Praise be to God the friends of God, in co-
operation with Monsieur [Moltitor|, exerted great effort and
rendered praiseworthy service. They demonstrated the utmost
endeavor, goodwill, purity and detachment, and thus Tehran
enjoyed abundance and affordability. Trustworthiness and reli-
giosity, especially in official duties, becomes the cause of quick-
ening souls and astonishing minds - particularly the effort you
made that resulted in wheat prices dropping from forty-five
tumans per kharvar to eighteen tumans per kharvar. As for
the objections raised by the Chief of Accounts, they are of no
importance. God is your helper and supporter.

Regarding the passing of the honored Ibn-i-Abhar, a detailed
prayer was revealed by the Pen of the Covenant and sent previ-
ously. He was truly self-sacrificing and, with utmost firmness
and steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament, was patient,
thankful, dignified and zealous. His two dear sons must be
cherished and shown honor and kindness in every way. These
two precious children are born of the Covenant and are near
to the Luminary of the horizons. Two weeks ago, a prayer was
revealed commemorating the honored martyr in the Kingdom
of the Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate. The survivors
of that noble soul, together with those incomparable oppressed
children, must be shown boundless care and kindness.
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Concerning the matter of rivalry during mid-Sha’ban about
which you wrote, Rumi says:

What men do, monkeys also do,
That which they observe from men moment by moment.

Otherwise these deceitful crows would not have kindled

2 And learned the cry of white falcons.

If the sandgrouse learns the hoopoe’s call,

Where is the hoopoe’s secret and the message of Sheba?

5 His honor Aga Mirza Ghulam-‘Ali Davafurush has, praise be

to God, arrived safely in the desired land. He presented an
amount close to what you had written. A prayer seeking par-
don and forgiveness was offered at the threshold of the Lord
on behalf of his honor Arbab Faraj'u’llah. The letter from
Iraq was reviewed, as well as the honorary degree certificate
from the Tarbiyat School and their thanks for your honor’s
assistance - both of which caused joy.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03671

To: Fazlullah Banan, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jul-02

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter from that
luminous youth and divine friend arrived and was very concise
and beneficial. Letters should be like this - brief in expression
while miraculous in meaning. I am longing with heart and soul
for all the friends and am happy and delighted about the great
celebration during the days of Ridvan. However, do not let
go of wisdom and do not tear away the veil. Moderation in
all things is desirable so that it does not cause the jealousy
and envy of others. The three items of rolled photographs
arrived but the photos themselves were missing. It is clear
that the photos were stolen, but no matter - God willing it
will become a cause for the exaltation of the Word of God.
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The successful and justice-spreading leader of that region has
truly made that territory a secure city under the shadow of
justice. The friends must appreciate this illustrious Amir and
offer praise with their tongues and pray to God to make him
enduring and keep him lasting and established. I hope that the
fame of his justice-spreading will become the talk of the noble
and free ones through the passing of ages and centuries, and
that his respected family and lineage will be held in high esteem
and honor by the righteous through all ages and centuries. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Sultanus-Sadat, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jul-02

O thou over whom no one hath sovereignty! Give thanks unto
God and turn to Him in devotion, inasmuch as He hath guided
thee to the light of guidance, chosen thee from among all
people, made thee a mighty pillar standing firm in support
of God’s Cause, and kept thee safe under the protection of
God. This is among the greatest of God’s gifts. All souls
are veiled and deprived of God’s bestowals except those whose
insight hath been illumined, whose conscience hath been puri-
fied, whose hearts have been gladdened, and whose souls have
been stirred by the sweet fragrances wafting from the gardens
of the love of God. I beseech God to make thee a manifest
standard waving in the heights of glory, a brilliant star in the
manifest horizon, and a tree growing, developing, flourishing
and offering shade in the groves of the knowledge of God. May
thy Lord assist thee in whatsoever thou lovest and approvest,
and prepare for thee that which thou desirest. Verily my Lord
hath power over all things.

,m\ﬁwbumw»\!u&uﬁb
o SOk 5 bl A Sl e 4l
,fm‘;;uuu.m{)&,,@;\
o.\a,&\a\,buﬁd&)&,m,\
g o) 8 e kg lie) o
o o GV B ol o g2
el e Sl s el b
mi;uzg)ywubwwtw,s

u&mu\a&udm\y\d\,
ubaﬁ)wl\y\/\d\juw &J\CJ\
S 5 e oL 3 allline Tl 22
gu@%;gﬁ;@“&bﬁ)

B K MG,

MKT8.226b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 44


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=384
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=394
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-226.html

6

Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

ABO01719

ABO01719

To: Baha’is of Baku
Date: 1919-Jul-03

O intimates of the court of the Beloved! O adorers of the
countenance of the Beloved! The entire region of Caucasia is
regarded as attached to the Araxes River, which in the Qur’an
hath been alluded to by the expression “the companions of
Ar-Rass” A company of prophets, of whom all record hath
been lost, were in ancient times raised up in that clime, and
perfumed the world of humanity with the fragrant breaths of
the All-Merciful.

Likewise, in more recent times, His Holiness the Exalted One—
may my life be a sacrifice to Him—was banished to Chihriq and
incarcerated within its confines. A savour thereof reached the
nostrils of Hafiz of Shiraz, who recited this couplet:

O zephyr, shouldst thou pass by the banks of the Araxes,

Implant a kiss on the earth of that valley and make fragrant
thy breath.

His Holiness Zoroaster too travelled and ministered awhile in
those surrounds. The “Kuh-i-Qaf” (Mount Qaf) which is men-
tioned in the traditions and chronicles is this same Qafqaz
(Caucasus). The Iranians believe it to be the shelter of the
Simurgh, and the nest of the Eastern Phoenix. The hope is
cherished, therefore, that this Phoenix, which hath spread the
wings of sanctity over East and West—by which is meant none
other but the wondrous Divine Cause—will make its nest and
shelter in the Caucasus.

Praise be to God that the friends of Baku were, throughout
these years of war, at peace with all communities, and, in
conformity with the Divine teachings, compassionate unto all.
They evinced an ebullient enthusiasm in the Cause of God,
and were intoxicated and transported by the wine of the Love
of God. Now must they roar like the leviathan, make up for
the years of war, and, with a rousing anthem and a rapturous
refrain, stir that clime into an ecstasy of motion, in order that
Divine illumination may so suffuse men’s hearts that the rays
of oneness may shine forth, the shades of estrangement may be
banished, and all communities may mingle happily together—
may, in love and amity, shed forth an ineffable sweetness and
engender such a tumult of rapture and elation that surrounding
countries too will be stirred into an ecstasy of motion.
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To: John C Craven, in Manchester
Date: 1919-Jul-03

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

The letter which thou hast written to Mirza Lotfullah was
perused. I became much delighted with its contents, for thou
hast written that thou art striving to produce harmony and
concord between Capital and Labour.

This is an excellent ambition which thou possessest. My hope
is such that thou mayest succeed.

The Capitalists must be kind toward the Workers and treat
them with justice and fairness; and they should appreciate the
value of their labour; for labourers are serving the Capitalists.
In the same way labourers ought to be pleased and grateful to
the Capitalists; for their means of subsistance and comfort de-
pend upon the help of Capitalists. If there were no Capitalists
the labourers would be extremely distressed.

Briefly, both sides must act with reciprocity of justice and eq-
uity, so that all may live in utmost happiness. The Heavenly
Teachings solve all these difficulties. Then strive as far as thou
canst to spread the Divine Principles.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha

TDD.012
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To: Mihdi Gulpayigani, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-04

O memorial of Abu’l-Fada’ill Several months ago, a detailed
reply to your earlier letter was written and sent, but no word
of its receipt arrived. Therefore, a few days ago a second copy
was dispatched. Now this letter is being written as well. The
Blessed Beauty described newspapers as mirrors of truth. God
willing, may your magazine ever reflect the Sun of Truth. A set
of Khurshid-i Khavar arrived, but as I was occupied day and
night, I did not have the opportunity to study all the issues in
these few days. God willing, I shall study them.

One issue was reviewed which detailed the ministers’ turning
a blind eye to protecting the helpless strangers, and the com-
plaints against the chiefs and officials were conclusive proof.
However, the language was somewhat harsh - if the expressions
were more moderate it would be better. The magazine should
be universally recognized as a herald of truth and benevolence,
such that its mere hints would be equivalent to profound com-
plaints. For instance, if it writes of someone that “this person
deserves careful attention,” this phrase should be equivalent to
a book of complaints, such that readers would conclude that
clearly this person must be extremely offensive, murderous and
oppressive for Khurshid to make such an allusion.

As for the refutation of heretics and awakening of heedless
Iranian youth, it is very beneficial, but directly quoting the
words of Voltaire, Rousseau and their like may cause some
thoughtless ones to waver in faith, for they lack the power of
judgment. Moreover, as their expressions are extremely crude
and mocking, they disturb the thoughts of the ignorant, while
the very expressions demonstrate foolishness. For example,
Voltaire wrote in his book that it is stated in the Gospel that
Satan took Christ to a high mountain and showed Him all the
world, saying “Worship me and I will give you the whole world”
- Christ rejected Satan. He wrote that whoever said this was
ignorant of the earth’s spherical shape, for no matter how high
the mountain reached to the heavens, at most half the sphere
would be visible while the other half remained hidden. Then
he says “See how ignorant the writer of these words was,” while
these very words prove his own utter ignorance. However, when

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

&.)\)>- u,w\: oLe .L>- J.:L,AAJ\)J‘ )KAL 6‘ 1
Jlayl Ja:f 0S5, £8 J.,a,u
i a A b b daey e Al
05, al ol o dle az Jleyl 3k fasd
C,.Z:i’-C)TL/-/b Mbj)}) J‘)Lﬁ dLP Jbiﬂ
et B s W s Dl sy
3l pals by 3wl o)l Cad
ol s £33 d}sd'm BYSIE ISP N W
o lotied o tadllas a5 i
55 el elllas L

oo P ot 255 dis S and K
S ey s g 0Ele el ) L
s on ol s 5 Olay 0Ly, 5 L)
A ole $1 i Ol o8 K
Geoo ystin 8 55 A2 4l Sl G 2l
3 le J\UU\A{J&L;«J&)&-}!’}
ww,;j\s&ﬁwbw oK
Jlmun'“ M\d\»fg&
B OB K ol W) el
g\w,\mf.\;lf(byjlsfmb
w\)KL“‘” JU JL»JL.«A‘_,&;

,\,L,M,)Lﬂ\wwym;f

j\d‘)\éh’:u}éabjg)‘wb\j:
,J«)} olle J,.\..u)u Ol Ol 5
\,\ﬁw¢>;c)>u\,b\du\,ﬂ)
.‘\U\Jaa\f\s‘-‘ay\j*)nfua)a)ﬂw
3 K elWl@s O ol u)L;J
5 a5 Oals S @ il ) e
ale Sale L IV Oole b &) s
J:.A'\)J{m&uhfgg)aﬂjgkw
b o O bl § Sl 2 gt
O Y UL TR R VRTESIPY -
r.b: *b\.ﬁ;@b’&(&w\ﬁ&g
{w\wj—\:-ﬁyjbjbbuw\l:\ujw’-
ol s e Byl S 1S o) 6
Ol 5 A2l s 087 58 o 1) ool 02y

47



ot

Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

AB00166

the inexperienced hear this, their reverence and awe of religion
disappears.

Voltaire understood this noble verse of the Gospel according
to the terminology of the common people, and was ignorant of
this truth: that what is meant by Satan is the world of human
nature, which inciteth man unto base qualitiesa€”among them
the struggle for existence, savagery, corrupt morals, wickedness
and wantonness, frivolities, lack of shame, and bloodthirstiness,
like unto ravening beastsa€”all of which proceed from the world
of nature. That is to say, Satan signifieth the powers of na-
ture, which in the realm of reality are expressed as the insistent
self. Thus the meaning of the Gospel verse is this: that the
world of nature directed Christ toward conformity with itself,
that through these natural powers He might attain complete
dominion in the world of nature. The lofty mountain was the
highest summit of the world of nature. In that station, the
vanities and conditions of the world of nature were displayed
before His gaze. Yet the radiance and spirituality of His Holi-
ness withstood nature, and He rejected the suggestions of the
natural world.

Observe, then, how wondrous is the utterance; but that igno-
rant one took it in the parlance of the common folk, and raised
objection against that embodied Spirit. In sum, the point is
that the words of that ignorant man may cause perturbation
in the minds of the inexperienced.

i Therefore, the Center of the Covenant explained the funda-

mentals of these matters in an assembly of American atheists,
demolishing the foundation of their ideology. He asked, “What,
in your view, is the criterion of understanding?” They replied,
“The criterion of understanding is that of the senses. What-
ever is perceptible to the senses is definitive, and whatever is
imperceptible is doubtful.” In response it was said, “We are in-
vestigating reality. If the criterion of the senses is perfect, well
and good.” Then it was demonstrated that the criterion of the
senses is imperfect, for it definitively affirms the existence of
images in a mirror when they are non-existent. Likewise, sight
perceives all the stars as moving and the earth as stationary,
while according to your own belief, the earth moves and the
stars are fixed. Similarly, a moving point seen at night appears
to form a circle before one’s eyes, when no such circle exists.
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Many such proofs were presented to demonstrate that the cri-
terion of the senses is imperfect. How then can one rely upon
an imperfect criterion?

Finally, with utmost courtesy, it was stated thus: “O philoso-
phers and professors, I wish to say one thing: do not be of-
fended. If you will not be offended, I shall speak.” They said,
“Speak, we shall not be offended.” It was then stated that the
criterion of the senses is the measure of understanding for an-
imals. For instance, a cow considers whatever is perceptible
to be definitive, and is utterly unaware of invisible, intelligible
realities. The cow has no knowledge whatsoever of God, no
awareness of intellect and the intelligible, no knowledge of the
power of discovery in human reality, no knowledge of the force
of gravity, no knowledge of the ethereal matter in which you
believe, for it is imperceptible. If belief in the perfection of sen-
sory perception is proof of knowledge and philosophy, then the
cow is the chief of philosophers, for philosophers must struggle
for twenty years and study the sciences to become convinced
of the reality of the perceptible, while the cow is endowed with
this truth from birth and should thus be considered the great-
est philosopher.

At this, all were so moved that they burst into laughter. In
any case, such proofs must be presented to refute the opinions
of the materialists of the age who deny the manifest truth and
oppose the clear religion. I hope that invisible confirmations
may encompass you, that you may be assisted and confirmed
in all matters, that you may send successive copies of The Sun
of the East.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-04

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was received.
Praise be to God, it brought news of the health and well-being
of the true friends. In these years of interruption, when the
world was full of turmoil and war, and humanity was engaged
in bloodshed, the flames of war reached to the heavens. Re-
gions were set ablaze like hell itself, countries were trampled
under invading armies, and the prosperity of the world was
transformed into utter ruin. Until now, war was confined to
land and sea, but in this age it extended to the heights of the
sky and depths of the ocean. It became the great resurrection,
and a supreme calamity occurred. Young children were left fa-
therless, and aged fathers lost their sons. Oppressed mothers
wept blood, and loving sisters raised their voices in lamenta-
tion.

Despite all this, fifty years ago the pen of the Most High was
raised, forbidding all from conflict and war, inviting them to
universal peace, offering loving counsel to friend and stranger
alike, and addressing all the monarchs that war is a disgrace to
humanity and that fighting and savagery belong to the animal
world. For in the world, every ruin is a sign of war, and every
prosperity a symbol of peace and reconciliation. Peace is the
cause of life, and war the cause of death. Peace awakens love,
while war is the destroyer of affection and kindness.

Therefore He commanded the formation of a Supreme
Tribunal, so that all nations and governments would elect
representatives—that is, each national assembly would elect a
representative, confirmed by the senate, signed by the cabinet
ministers, and ratified by the sovereigns or presidents, so
that representative would embody the entire nation, nobility,
ministers, sovereign and president. From these representatives
would be formed an assembly in the utmost joy and fragrance,
establishing the Supreme Tribunal. All important matters
and great problems between nations and governments would
be resolved in this Supreme Tribunal, so that the foundation
of war would be destroyed and humanity would be delivered
from this shame and disgrace.
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But alas, a thousand times alas! The counsels of the Pen of
the Most High were not heeded. During His four-year journey
through Africa, America, and Europe, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in all
the great gatherings and mighty churches, raised His voice and
cried aloud:

“O ye who are present! O ye men of understanding! A mighty
peril lieth ahead, and a dreadful calamity is close at hand. Eu-
rope hath become as an arsenal and a powder-magazine, await-
ing but a single spark. Should these inflammable materials ex-
plode, they will cast a violent convulsion into the very pillars
of the world of humanity and lay the world waste. Nations
and governments will rend one another like ravening beasts—
nay, they will surpass the beasts of prey; for a savage wolf
devoureth each day a sheep as its portion, and is constrained
thereto, whereas man in a single day exposeth a hundred thou-
sand souls to peril, sheddeth their blood, and casteth the dust
of humiliation upon the brow of the world of humanity. If
a wrongdoer commit the murder of one soul, he is called a
murderer and deemed deserving of severe punishment; but if
a bloodthirsty one, in a single day, sheddeth the blood of a
hundred thousand souls, he is named a conqueror of countries
and a subduer of the world. And if a highway robber strip
a single person upon the road, he is called a brigand and ac-
counted worthy of grievous chastisement; but if a treacherous
one plunder and despoil a whole kingdom, he is called a victor.

“0O ye who are present! O ye men of understanding! A sore
affliction and a mighty danger confront the world of humanity.
Seek ye no ease, and desire ye no repose or tranquillity. Arise
with a heavenly power, and become a barrier and a hindrance
to this bloodthirstiness.”

These counsels likewise found no acceptance. Thus do ye now
behold how the flame of warfare hath been kindled, leaving nei-
ther rest nor comfort in the world of humanity. Yet, praise be
to God, the loved ones of God abhor war and stand aloof from
the contentious. Like thankful birds, they have been content
with a few grains, and have conducted themselves according
to the divine exhortations and counsels. Through the blessed-
ness of the heavenly Teachings, they have remained safe and
protected in all the regions of the world.

During the days of war, ‘Abdu’l-Baha was in the grasp of
the bloodthirsty and encompassed by the unjust. At every
hour a danger was present, and each day He was caught in the
talons of owls of darkness. Yet, notwithstanding the slander
and mischief wrought by friend and stranger, and the calumny
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and false accusation raised from within and without, He re-
mained guarded and protected beneath the sheltering care of
the Blessed Beauty; and this became the cause of wonder.

In sum, the friends of Turkistan, in ‘Ishqabad, Marv, Tashkent,
and Samarqand, have arisen with all their might for the tri-
umph of the Cause, and in the exaltation of the Word of God
have shown neither shortcoming nor slackness. They have en-
gaged in useful undertakings, have arranged assemblies for ad-
dresses, and have translated and disseminated the Tablets and
writings in divers tongues.

The reading room and the teaching centre constitute a signal
service. I cherish the hope that the newly arisen Youth Assem-
bly may, in dignity, calmness, and steadfastness, surpass the
assemblies of the aged and experienced; and that the Persian
journal may shine forth like the sun, its name corresponding to
its reality. Let there never be included therein a single word
that might cause sorrow to any heart. On the contrary, let
it be the cause of universal joy and gladness. This matter is
exceedingly necessary.

I hope that the friends of Turkistan may day by day increase
in excellence of character, in seemliness of conduct, and in
sweetness of speech. The world of morals is of the utmost
importance. Through goodly character a company of souls
must become shining lamps of the horizons. In this matter
exercise the greatest care.

As to the question of burying the dead, for the present it is
better that it remain as before; for nothing should be done
in such wise as to cause a complete severance and separation
between friend and stranger, since separation is an obstacle to
teaching. But when the time shall come that the execution of
the laws will in no wise cause hearts to be affrighted, and the
Cause of God shall be openly proclaimed, then in Turkistan
the dead should be laid so that, from the east, they face toward
the west, inclining northward; their heads should be toward the
Qiblih, and their feet toward the north.

Upon you be the Glory of the All-Glorious.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 s s SblGte 22 OsT; lsl ol
o ) Oy O ple B ey aSCL
L s e Al 3K el 43 5 agt
el Aoy e Olagul 5 ol

osdaie cudl 415 210 5 A1 Aol )] ks
Lsls ekl Nosl amy

I N - BN P
3 Calte s ol y s 0Ll s s r)b.\:,e\
50,38 0a skl Ol Bl 5115 5 0K
Gllas ol e dile g 2
Sl cae 8 Gak Ta) 5 22l e
w,.&-lb FNINNY g Ol s Ll bl
b o) Wl 28 Glold 5 o
o 5y 0T sl) 8 eolske!
5 5 OV 5 By e 5 O
AN e (2 Sl o Dt GO fe
St 88 o 3 655 BT slexr!
Al b s

a2k gl $1 55 Sl s i Ul
LT 0be & 5 £ A Ly ol fe
Qe L)y il Gl — K &,
Lg\ﬁ\{.gébj O s C,w"‘él::)" dL‘
5 5 Ol Cloy v e rK"
BRI SN NN (K
Slgel p S et blo 0 2 4ty G 2

dyle ops Jlest by iy |,

e d ) K

MKT3.283, AVK4.202.08x, AVK4.325ax

52

9


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-283.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-206.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK4/ak4-329.html

Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

ABO00582

AB00582

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1919-Jul-04

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! The news of the
ascension of his honour Aqa Musa was a source of grief and
sorrow, while the problems caused by his former spouse added
further to the despondency thus engendered. That the late
Aga Musa was a Baha’i is famed throughout the East and
West, and known to the government. There is no doubt about
the matter.

The letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Jinab-i-Aqa Musa, even the let-
ters which I wrote to his honoured wife, Lisa Khanum, are a
clear proof and manifest evidence that Aqa Musa was a Baha'’i.
The testimony of his brothers, his sisters, and his wife is testi-
mony affirming the fact; while the testimony of the former wife
and her helper is testimony denying it. In all the laws of the
world, affirmative testimony taketh precedence over negative
testimony. His brothers and his wife bear witness affirming
that he was a Baha’i, while others deny it; and witnesses who
affirm are preferred over witnesses who deny. Their testimony
is accepted; the testimony of the others is rejected.

As for the letters of Aqa Musa that were in the possession of
Aqga Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, since a considerable time hath now
elapsed, these have been lost.

The journey thou didst wish to undertake to the regions of the
Caucasus, and other lands, in order to proclaim the Word of
God is a most blessed enterprise. God willing, thou wilt un-
dertake this journey with the utmost enthusiasm and rapture,
joy and exhilaration, and become a cause of the exaltation of
the Word of God.

The treatise thou hast composed relating the new ideas to
the Divine teachings is very good. The “sharing” and “equal-
ity”, however, which are mentioned in the Divine Teachings de-
note measures that are undertaken voluntarily; in other words,
should anyone of his own free will have mercy on the poor, and
with the utmost gladness bestow upon them his wealth, such
a person is favoured in the Court of Grandeur. And indeed,
many of the loved ones of God have with the utmost joy and
gladness bestowed their wealth upon the poor, practising volun-
tary sharing in the fullest measure—but of their own free will.
As for the new thoughts current in some European countries,
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these have to do with compulsory, not voluntary, dispositions,
which are destructive of the body politic, and a cause of chaos
and confusion in all lands. By equality and sharing, as set
forth in the Divine Teachings, however, is intended those ac-
tions which one putteth into effect of his own free will and with
a goodly grace; and this is a sign of magnanimity, and a cause
of the good ordering of the human world. It would be good if,
in the second edition, thou couldst make this point, that the
difference lieth in this, that while no one is entitled to covet, or
dispose of, the property of others, yet souls who are detached
from all save God, for the love of His Beauty have mercy on the
poor and expend their substance on the destitute—mnay more,
with the utmost joy and pleasure bestow their whole wealth,
or a part thereof, upon the poor. In other words, in their love
for their fellow men they are self-sacrificial, preferring the in-
terests and comfort of the generality of the people to those of
a particular group; and this is voluntary, not compulsory, and
a sign of magnanimity, not of coercion and violence.

Convey to the well-favoured handmaid of God, Fatimih
Khanum, a most wondrous Abha greeting.

A letter was written, here is its copy: The reason for writing
this letter is that the respected lady Lisa Khanum - I testify
that she is the legitimate wife of the late Aqa Musa, and when
the late Aga Musa came to visit ‘Akka, he mentioned to me the
legitimacy of his respected wife and requested a letter from me
for her, and afterwards I wrote several letters in Persian and
sent them to that lady. This is the true and factual testimony
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Afterwards this letter was stopped and in the envelope of Aqa
Musa’s wife’s letter is the testimony with the consulate’s seal,
as you requested.

BRL_ATE#008x, MAAN#25
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad, Committees et al.
Date: 1919-Jul-04

O divine friends! Your letter was received. Your resolve is lofty
and your aims are noble, for certain publications are being pro-
duced in Iran at the instigation of the Yahyais, and some are
from the Yahyais themselves. Those articles are pure fabrica-
tions and lead to confusion. Certainly if these fabrications can
be refuted and these confusions dispelled through true words
and clear, direct explanation, it would be very beneficial.

It should even be pointed out that the writer of these fabri-
cations is a secret Yahyai and outwardly a Muslim, harbor-
ing the utmost hatred and enmity toward the Baha’is. These
Yahyais have found it expedient to outwardly appear as devout
Shi’is, going on pilgrimage to Mecca and holy Karbala, ap-
pearing before people as hajjis and Karbalais and ascetics and
worshippers, while spreading all manner of fabrications about
the Baha’is in hopes of perhaps stirring up mischief, igniting
the flames of rebellion, and causing strife between Baha’is and
Shi’is.

Now the simple folk of Iran are unaware of this plot - a Yahyai
person wearing a turban claiming sacred lineage, or pretending
to have zeal and national pride, rises up before the simple ones
with lies and calumnies. The hearers think that this person’s
religiosity, resolve and zeal have moved him to show concern for
the nation and serve the tolerant white faith, while [in fact] that
person’s aim is to cause tremendous sedition and corruption
between Iranian Baha’is and Shi’is, leaving the field empty,
or through the utmost intrigue to promote his own aims and
secretly draw people to his own sect. When necessary, there is
no harm in making some reference to the true situation.

His honor Aga Siyyid Mehdi Gulpaygani is truly qualified to
be editor and writer of the journal. The language of the jour-
nal should be moderate and consideration should be shown as
much as possible so as not to disturb thoughts or cause anxiety
to anyone’s heart. Copies of the journal were received through
His Honor Aqga Mirza Mehdi, but due to the press of duties it
was only possible to immediately review one copy. God willing
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the other copies will also be read in succession and if anything
needs to be written it will be written.
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To: Yazdi, Fadlullah son of Ali Akbar Banna, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-06

O descendant of the honored martyr! Such a sweet, eloquent
and wondrous title befits you, for you are the descendant of the
glorious martyr and the unique and matchless memorial of that
illustrious person. Whenever I mention your name, I remember
that luminous spirit, radiant countenance and fragrant charac-
ter. I beseech God that you may become a befitting and fresh
sapling in the garden of his hopes.

The essence of the letter’s content was that the esteemed gov-
ernment had saved those regions from revolution and turmoil,
establishing peace and tranquility, bringing about security and
prosperity. The friends have prayed that this just sovereignty
may endure. The steadfast and firm in the Covenant, Mash-
hadi Yusuf, truly spent his life serving in every instance and
was foremost among the benefactors in giving. You wrote that
he endowed a magnificent caravanserai to the two schools for
males and females. This zealous person is highly praiseworthy
and appreciated. In all matters he demonstrated lofty resolve,
and the friends always praise him. It is hoped that God’s fa-
vors will grant him special consideration and relieve him from
hardship and toil.

Likewise, Aga Mashhadi Ali Ardubadi, who hastened to the
seat of truth and took refuge in the shelter of the greatest
mercy, in this mortal world had only one house as his nest
and dwelling, and he endowed it as a school. With utmost
humility and supplication, we implore the All-Glorious that
He may elevate the station of that chief of benefactors in the
midst of Paradise. Write the names of these two respected
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persons in beautiful calligraphy on a tablet and hang it in the
school.

Indeed the members of the Ishkul Assembly are ambitious, zeal-
ous and deserving of abundant reward. Convey the Most Glo-
rious Greetings to Habibullah. A letter was written to him
and is enclosed; please deliver it. We beseech the King of Par-
don and the Sovereign of Forgiveness to immerse the respected
mother in the ocean of forgiveness in the world of bounty and
bestow endless favors upon her. Also convey the Most Glori-
ous Greetings from Abdul-Baha to Aqa Abdul-Wahhab. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Schools Committee of the Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-06

O ye of high resolve and noble aims!

Your letter was eloquent, its contents original and sensitively
expressed, and it betokened your great and praiseworthy efforts
to educate the children, both girls and boys. This is among
the most important of all human endeavours. Every possible
means of education must be made available to Baha'’i children,
tender plants of the divine garden, for in this consisteth the
illumination of humankind.

Praised be God, the friends in ‘Ishqabad have laid a solid foun-
dation, an unassailable base. It was in the City of Love that
the first Baha’i House of Worship was erected; and today in
this city the means for the education of children are also being
developed, inasmuch as even during the war years this duty
was not neglected, and indeed deficiencies were made up for.
Now must ye widen the scope of your endeavours and draw up
plans to establish schools for higher education, so that the City
of Love will become the Baha’i focal centre for science and the
arts. Thanks to the bountiful assistance of the Blessed Beauty,
means for this will be provided.

Devote ye particular attention to the school for girls, for the
greatness of this wondrous Age will be manifested as a result
of progress in the world of women. This is why ye observe that
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in every land the world of women is on the march, and this is
due to the impact of the Most Great Manifestation, and the
power of the teachings of God.

Instruction in the schools must begin with instruction in re-
ligion. Following religious training, and the binding of the
child’s heart to the love of God, proceed with his education in
the other branches of knowledge.

It is my hope that the friends of Qahqgahih, in Takhtih-Bazar
and Tashkent, will also do their utmost to widen the scope of
education, so that the children of that area will progress from
day to day and realize their aspirations to the full.

Upon you be the glory of the All-Glorious.

BRL_SOCIAL#189, BRL__ WOMEN#048x, COC#0618, COC#2139x
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To: Mashriqu’l-Adhkar Committee of the Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad

Date: 1919-Jul-06

O ye friends of God! Your letter was received. In truth, it
was a source of joy and delight, and imparted spirit and fra-
grance. A letter should be such as to bestow gladness and re-
joicing. Praise be unto God that, during these wartime years,
whilst all of the peoples were caught up in the pursuit of pres-
tige and fame, were afflicted with desires and outward appear-
ances, and, like unto ferocious lions, were staining their teeth
and claws with one other’s blood, the loved ones of God have
been occupied, day and night, and with their hearts and souls,
with establishing the divine foundations, and are engaged in
promulgating the Lord’s teachings.

Praised be God! The Mashriqu’'l-Adhkar is the dayspring of
lights—its garden shone like unto a lamp, its pathways were
ornamented with the designs of wondrous flowers, its pools
flowed with living waters, and its fountains gushed forth like
unto the hearts of the lovers.

In this time of war, the members of the assembly have been
working by day and night. They have hoisted the standard of
divine confirmations and blessings, have caused it to become
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a place of wonder and admiration among the general public,
and have manifested before the eyes that which is worthy of
the Baha'is.

The loved ones of ‘Ishqabad have, in their sacrifices, attained
unto a preeminent position in the world, and in the purchas-
ing the eight parcels of land, have exerted great effort in ac-
cordance with the wishes of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar that hath been reared, and it hath great
importance. The loved ones of ‘Ishqabad have achieved this
victory in the field and have hoisted the standard of service in
the Kingdom of Glory.

It is my hope that out of the blessings of the Blessed Beauty
the obstacles be overcome such that I may, with the utmost

fervour, hasten to that land and offer prayers and supplications
at the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.
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To: Service and Gift Committee of the Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad

Date: 1919-Jul-06

O blessed souls! The esteemed letter which bore the trace of
the pen of divine attraction arrived. Praise be to God that the
friends are self-sacrificing and the loved ones are devoted. Dur-
ing these five years when all nations were drowning in loss and
calamity, the free souls, without any lassitude or negligence,
have been striving and struggling in that which leads to the
life of all and the comfort and tranquility of everyone. This
is the distinction of the Baha’is and this is the divine gift to
the spiritual ones - and this is from God’s grace which He be-
stows on whomsoever He willeth. The assemblies are organized
and the youth assembly is well-arranged. In truth, the Service
Assembly is enthusiastic and desires progress in all affairs of
the people. They are obedient to the Spiritual Assembly and
revere the Eshkol Assembly. Surely comprehensive favors will
descend, successive aids will arrive, the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse will render assistance, and divine confirmations will
reach them.

My God, my God! These are servants who serve Thy lofty
and exalted Threshold, and turn toward the plane of Thy gift
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which extends to the far horizons and distant regions. They
desire naught save the shining of the lights of contentment
and the radiating of the brilliance of faithfulness. O Lord!
Grant them success in their hopes, facilitate for them their
aspirations, transform for them every difficulty into ease, and
aid them to show forth kindness and mercy among the people.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Forgiving, and verily Thou
art the Lord, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
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AB11894

To: Youth Committee of the Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-06

O young saplings of the garden of the love of God! Your let-
ter was received and it became known that with the approval
of the Spiritual Assembly you arranged an association and de-
sired the spread of knowledge and refinement of character and
engaged in the translation of articles and established a read-
ing room near the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar named Mahmudiyyih.
Since this reading room is named after the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree, his honor Mahmud Mahmud (may my spirit be sacrificed
for the near ones), it is hoped that it will endure as long as
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and serve as evidence of the outstand-
ing services of the illustrious Afnan Aqa Mirza Muhammad-
Taqi (may my spirit be sacrificed for him) and the services of
his noble descendant Aga Mirza Mahmud. These two blessed
souls are bejeweled crowns upon the head of service and lu-
minous orbs in the realm of servitude and two accepted and
near servants at the threshold of the Divine Oneness. O divine
friends! The historical and evidential association is also ac-
ceptable. The treatise which Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad Thabit
wrote on economic matters [send a copy after printing]. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07634

To: Ruhi Ahmadzadih Nabiluf, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-06

O spiritual newcomer! Your letter was received and its con-
tents brought joy to hearts, and its meanings were delightful,
for they evidenced the high endeavor and self-sacrifice of the
divine friends. All are engaged in service with their utmost
power and are accustomed to truthfulness and steadfastness.
They do not rest for a moment nor take any repose. Their
highest aspiration is to exalt the Cause of the All-Merciful and
to serve the Word of God. Assuredly these souls will become
the manifestations of divine favors and will be confirmed by
the hosts of the Supreme Concourse. Convey to your parents,
to the handmaid of God Aga-Baji, and to the handmaids of
the All-Merciful, your esteemed sisters and brothers, the most
glorious, most wondrous greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05131

To: Mirza Husayn Aliuf Ouskouli, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-07

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which you had
written to Jinab-i-Muhammad-Taqi, the faithful servant of the
Blessed Beauty, he had explained and described its contents in
detail in his own letter, indicating that your letter contained
an account of the services of the friends in Ishqabad. All of
these are known and understood by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Therefore,
with utmost supplication and imploration, He begs from the
threshold of the Ancient Lord that He may immerse the friends
in the city of Ishq in the ocean of favors and make them the
recipients of grace and assistance. May He make them bright
candles so that the land of Turkistan may become brilliant and
radiant, and that beloved one may become the manifestation
of the favors of the Glorious Lord and ever be a servant of the
Great Cause. May he pray at night and strive during the day
for the good of all, until he becomes the manifestation of “until
I make all my prayers and remembrances into a single prayer,
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and my condition in Thy service eternal” And upon thee be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09707

To: Abu’l Hasan Ansaf, in Nayriz
Date: 1919-Jul-07

O thou whom God hath aided to attain faith, whom He hath
guided to the Kingdom of the All-Merciful, whom He hath
immersed in the ocean of grace and benevolence, and whom He
hath made a sign of His love, one who speaketh His praise, who
chanteth His verses, and whom He hath chosen for recognition
among all humanity. Give thanks unto God for these favors
and confirmations from God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
Bestower. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Fazlullah Banan, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jul-08

O faithful servant of the Sacred Threshold! A sufficient reply
was written to your first letter. Indeed, its contents brought
joy and evidenced abundant share. It is hoped that the melody
and divine music of the friends of Shiraz may reach the King-
dom of mystery and stir the Concourse on high in the holy
sanctuary. Now this is the reply to your second letter which
also arrived with the draft enclosed. From the favors of the
Lord of Bounties, I beseech that the doors of blessing may open
and abundance of sustenance become manifest. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Jul-09

O thou beloved of the All-Merciful, radiant and luminous!
From this nearer shore do I address thee while thou art on
that furthest shore in the Far East. I behold thee with the
eye of the heart—a vision untainted by fancy, but rather the
very essence of reality and the true dawn. This is through the
bounty of my Most Glorious Lord in this most wondrous, most
exalted Dispensation.

Verily hearts are mirrors wherein forms are reflected and spirits
are revealed. Upon thee be glory, upon thee be praise, upon
thee be greetings on the day thou wast born, the day thou
didst grow, and the day thou shalt ascend to the Most Glorious
Kingdom.

Be thou assured through thy Lord’s grace and thank Him for
having prepared and raised thee to exalt His Word among the
people, to establish proof and evidence for the people of un-
derstanding of the appearance of the Promised One on the
appointed Day, of the occurrence of the Great Event at the
praised station, and of thy Lord’s manifest revelation—fulfilling
what was promised in the ancient scriptures: “And thy Lord
shall come and the angels rank on rank.”

Then praise Him for having chosen thee to diffuse the divine
fragrances and to recite the clear verses that thou mayest guide
people to the Lord of the highest heavens. O beloved! Be thou
a physician to hearts and souls that they might receive their
portion of the abundant grace on the Day of Manifestation, and
that eyes might be illumined by witnessing the lights shining
from the horizon of mysteries.

O beloved! Ages have turned and centuries and eons have
passed until the Day arrived when veils were rent asunder, mys-
teries were revealed, signs were spread abroad, and the Mighty,
the Compelling One was manifested with eternal outpouring
and everlasting triumph to the hearts of the righteous. But the
evil ones desired to extinguish God’s lamp with their mouths,
their vain desires, their doubts, and their calumnies. Their
hopes were dashed, their faces were darkened, their deeds be-
came evil, while the lamp grew brighter, and the Sun of Truth
rose with resplendent dawn without any veil.
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Thou seest the East illumined by the Light of Dawn, and the
West rejoicing on the Day of Meeting. The Words are ex-
alted, the fragrances diffused, and the chanting of verses be-
stows spirit upon the people of constancy. The voice of Truth
and the call of the Lord resound like the rumbling of thunder
in the heavens. Thou seest people bewildered, though not in-
toxicated, but the power of God’s Word has stupefied minds
and amazed souls. Exalted is thy Lord, the Mighty, the All-
Forgiving, Who hath manifested Himself upon the Mount in
the Day of Revelation.

Therefore, traverse some regions as the apostles traversed in
the early centuries—they neither settled nor weakened nor fal-
tered, but proclaimed and called out in cities and villages,
guided the misguided, delivered them from passion, announced
the rising of the Orb of Success, and achieved the greatest
triumph—until the light spread successively and the horizons
were illumined, and the sound of glorification and magnifica-
tion rose to the canopy of heaven, calling out: “Glory be to
Him Who hath appeared with the appearance of the sun in the
heaven’s midst! Glory be to Him through Whom the horizon
of guidance shone forth! Glory be to Him through Whose ap-
pearance the Great Resurrection was established! Glory be to
Him Who made the blind to see! Glory be to Him Who made
the deaf to hear the calll Glory be to Him Who made the dumb
to speak His praise in this wondrous gathering, this amazing

resurrection, and the appearance of the new Dispensation!”

And thou, O beloved, gird up thy robes and enter this arena
with strength from thy Gracious Lord. Verily, He will aid thee
with the hosts of the heavens, the armies of verses, the legions
of clear proofs, and a company of near angels.

My God, my God! This is Thy servant who is humble before
Thy sovereignty, lowly before Thy greatness, who turns with
all meekness and contrition to the Kingdom of Mysteries. His
bones have weakened and his head has been set aflame with
hoary hair in servitude at Thy Most Exalted Threshold and
in persevering to serve Thee with utmost strength. O Lord!
He has found no rest or tranquility, nor has he attained secu-
rity or joy since Thou didst create him by Thy power among
humanity. Rather, each day he has drunk a bitter cup of es-
trangement from the hands of enemies, yet he praises Thee and
thanks Thee publicly for tribulations and hardships. He speaks
in praise of Thee and yearns to gaze upon Thee and attain mar-
tyrdom before Thee, and to sacrifice his spirit in promotion of
Thy manifest Faith and guide people to the straight path. O
Lord! Assist him through Thy conquering power and support
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him through Thy manifest might, that he may roar like lions in
the thickets and sing like birds in the gardens, and glorify Thy
praise throughout the night and day, and call out Thy name
among the righteous, and reform the character of the heed-
less throughout all lands. Verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving,
the All-Pardoning, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the Com-
pelling. There is no God but Thee, O my Lord, the Kind, the
Merciful.

O spiritual friend! News and reports are arriving successively
that those regions are in a state of utmost readiness, and some
have caught a fragrance from the divine rose garden. During
the war, travel to those parts was difficult and impossible. Now
that, praise be to God, the fire of war has been extinguished
and the heedless people have come to their senses, if it is pos-
sible and easy for you to undertake a journey to the regions
of Tashkent, Kokand and Samarkand, and arise to exalt the
Word of God, it would be most desirable and pleasing. From
India, they repeatedly request teachers, but however much I
think about it, I find no one suitable for those regions except
that spiritual friend. If there are no obstacles or difficulties,
and if travel is possible for you, you have permission to come
to the Holy Land, so that from here you may undertake a jour-
ney to India, that the nostrils of India may become perfumed
like Turkestan with musk-scented breaths. This is conditional
upon there being no impediment. As for your dependents, be
assured that proper arrangements will be made. Despite this,
it is contingent upon your pleasure, consent and opinion. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01017

To: Baha’is of Husaynabad et al.
Date: 1919-Jul-09

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! His honor Haji ‘Ali, descendant of
Muhammad-Rida, has written a letter mentioning the blessed
names of the divine friends. When ‘Abdu’l-Baha read those
beautiful names, he began supplicating and imploring the King-
dom of Glory:
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O Kind Lord! These friends are intoxicated with Thy cup and
are known and renowned by Thy name. They are set ablaze
and have burnt their wings as moths to Thy flame. They are
enamored and bewildered by Thy face. They are birds of Thy
gardens and grateful for Thy infinite favors. They are devoted
to that Beloved One and caught in that incomparable snare.
They are self-sacrificing and devoted, wise and vigilant. They
raise intoxicated cries and lover’s laments. They have weeping
eyes and burning hearts, and souls inflamed with the fire of
separation. They are birds of Thy rose garden and fowls of
Thy paradise. Night and day they are companions of heart-
burning sighs, and morn and eve they are afflicted with world-
consuming wails. They are burning in separation and deprived
in remoteness. They yearn for Thy path and long for Thy face.
They are turned toward Thee and enchanted by Thy nature
and character.

O Lord! Bestow a glance of favor upon these lovers and grant
these yearning ones bounty and gifts. They have strived
with heart and soul and offered assistance to establish the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, treading the path of Thy good-pleasure.
O Lord! Make these friends noble and establish them firmly
in Thy Kingdom of Glory. Make them overflow with the wine
of Thy love so they may raise songs of praise to the Kingdom
of Holiness and become the cause of the spread of divine
fragrances. Through word and deed may they prove they are
sincere Baha’is and true spiritual beings, manifestations of
the lights of oneness and dawning-places of the mysteries of
detachment. They are detached from all save Thee and night
and day long for meeting Thee.

O Lord, bestow Thy grace and favor, and make them intimate
with spiritual characteristics. Thou art the Mighty and Pow-
erful, and Thou art the Peerless Educator and Teacher.

My God, my God! These are servants who have united in Thy
love and spent their wealth in love of Thy beauty to establish
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in those regions through Thy power and
might. O Lord! Assist them in this firm foundation and the
establishment of this noble temple, that the cry of the righteous
may be raised therein in the early dawn to the Kingdom of
Mysteries, that signs may be spread abroad and Thy mention
may be exalted throughout all regions. O Lord! Aid them night
and day, and grant them success morn and eve in exalting Thy
Word in those parts. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty,
the Chosen One. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Compelling.
There is no God but Thee, the Hidden, the Most Kind.
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To: Hagji Ali son of Muhammad Rida Husaynabadi, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jul-09

...On days when work is forbidden, farmers should postpone
irrigation until the following day. However, shepherds are ex-
empt, for necessity renders the forbidden permissible, lest the
animals go hungry. But office managers and farm owners, even
if their laborers are not Baha’is, must observe the holiday....
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AB11626

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Jul-11

O thou dear handmaiden of the Blessed Beauty! Thy detailed
letter was carefully studied despite the lack of time. Thou
hadst expressed grief and sorrow at the ascension of the blessed
temple of Ibn-i-Abhar. Thou art indeed right - however much
thou mayest wail and weep, raise cries of anguish, and give
voice to lamentation and mourning, it is fitting. For that pure
soul was the cause of life to many, and his ascension to the
realms of forgiveness was not like the passing of a single person,
but rather the death and departure of multitudes. As the Arab
poet says:

“The death of Sa’d was not the death of one alone,

But rather was the collapse of a people’s edifice.”

That bird of fidelity soared to the rose garden of eternity, that
moth was consumed by the divine flame, that yearning soul
hastened to the assemblage of the Day Star of all horizons, and
that fish found its way to the limitless ocean. Therefore, be
not sorrowful or grief-stricken, for you have not been afflicted
with eternal separation. This parting is but for a brief time;
ultimately, in the private chamber of Truth you will find his
countenance radiant, and like the nightingale with melody and
song you will see him in that rose garden. Separation in this
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world is inherent to its nature, perpetual union impossible, and
parting inevitably decreed. The occurrence of that which is
ordained should not sadden mankind; rather, this temporary
decree should be a cause of tenderness.

5 Upon hearing of that faithful bird’s flight to the realm of

supreme mercy, ‘Abdu’l-Baha immediately penned a prayer of
utmost tenderness and supplication to the Divine Threshold,
beseeching elevation of station for that pure soul, and it was
sent - surely it has arrived by now. Truly, in their final days
they endured severe hardships in the path of God and ascended
to the horizon of glory in complete devotion and supplication.
The passing of the mother and sister of that suppliant leaf also
caused endless sorrow, and I beseech from God’s favors forgive-
ness for those two cherished handmaidens of God. You wrote
that the school has been closed; surely strive that the closed
door may be opened and become the cause of progress for the
students. The marriage of the handmaiden of God, Bahirih, to
Doctor Masih Khan in utmost simplicity is a great cause for
gratitude.

i The mother of Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad Khan rendered praise-

worthy services in this great calamity and her efforts deserve
appreciation. Truly Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad Khan himself ex-
erted effort in service and undertook the burden of arranging
the funeral of that respected person, neglecting nothing in orga-
nizing all requirements, holding memorial services and sparing
no expense. Likewise, after the ascension, they strove in the
burial, shrouding, and consoling of your heart.

Doctor Aristor Khan, the handmaiden nearest to the Thresh-
old of Baha, and the handmaiden of God Elizabeth, steadfast
and firm, truly showed no shortcoming or laxity and arose
to do all that was proper and befitting. These two honored
handmaidens of God shut their eyes to their homeland and,
solely for the good-pleasure of the Blessed Beauty, hastened
to the lands of the East. For several years they have served
in Tehran with perfect sincerity and good intent. I know their
worth, as do the loved ones of God and the handmaidens of
the Most Merciful. Jinab-i-Haji Aqa Muhammad ‘Alagiband,
Jinab-i-Habib-i-Mihrban Muhibu’s-Sultan, Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Az-
izu’'llah Khan Khayyat, Jinab-i-Haji Baba-yi-Kalimi and his
blessed son Doctor Amir Khan, and Jinab-i-Mirza Zakariyya
undertook hardships and rendered services that have made
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them the manifestation of “Blessed are ye! Blessed are ye!”
in the Abha Kingdom.

Inscribe upon the tombstone of His Holiness ‘Ali-Akbar these
words: “Verily this most fragrant musk, His Holiness ‘Ali-
Akbar, hath departed from this lower realm, yearning to at-
tain the presence of his Lord in the most exalted Kingdom,
and hath entered the supreme Paradise, in the vicinity of his
Lord’s greatest mercy.”

As for the resting place of His Holiness Ibn-Abhar, it must
be repaired on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and instructions shall
be sent to Jenab-i-Amin. And upon his perfumed gravestone,
let these words be inscribed: “Verily he who was attracted to
the Most Great and Glorious One, who was named Ibn-Abhar,
hath soared from this dust-laden realm to a seat of truth with
an all-powerful Sovereign, and hath immersed himself in the
seas of mercy and forgiveness. Upon him be greetings and
praise from his All-Merciful Lord.”

From the endless favors of the Ancient Lord, it is hoped that
the survivors of His Holiness ‘Ali-Akbar and His Holiness Ibn-
Abhar may be nurtured in the embrace of divine favors, and
may each become a manifestation of endless bounty, and that
the peerless children may receive a true education and become
a source of solace to those stricken with grief.

Regarding the School of Tarbiyat, God willing, it shall be prop-
erly organized, and the eighth grade shall also be established,
and Jenab-i-*‘Abdu’r-Rahim shall receive his education there.
However, if you are in haste and wish to enroll him in a gov-
ernment academic school, there is no harm in this.

You had written that in Tehran there is extensive teaching
among both men and women. This matter is of importance.
Keep this in mind: teaching is the magnet that attracts the
confirmations of the Supreme Concourse and the attractive
power that draws the success of the Abha Kingdom. Convey
to all the friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful the Most
Glorious and Wondrous greetings. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB01783

To: Muhammad Isma’il (Jahrum), in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jul-11

My God, my God! The sea of tribulation hath surged, and
the winds of trial have blown, and the tempests of ordeal have

intensified, and the great calamity hath befallen, breaking the
backs of the loved ones - the tragedy of Abdul-Wahhab.

O Lord! He hath returned unto Thee and turned to Thee on
the Day of Return, and proclaimed what Thou didst command
him through clear discourse: “O thou soul who art at rest!
Return unto thy Lord, well-pleased and well-pleasing!” - as a
martyr, fallen upon the dust, wounded by arrows and spears.

Lord! His heart was attracted by Thy manifestations on the
Day of Appearance and Thy outpourings when the fire of Thy
love was kindled on the highest mount. He drank from the cup
whose mixture was of camphor, and became intoxicated with
the wine of mystic knowledge with all joy and gladness.

He arose to serve Thee and serve Thy loved ones, whereupon
bullets were aimed at him by the evil ones while he gave thanks
to Thee for this abundant grace and called out to Thee with
a heart drawn to the Supreme Horizon, saying: “Lord! For-
give my sins and increase the bounties and accept from me
this sacrifice through this blood spilled upon the earth. Lord!
Awaken the enemies and rouse them from their absorption in
the slumber of passion, illuminate their eyes with the light of
guidance, forgive them and pardon them this unpardonable
sin, and make their hearts quiver with the holy breaths of Thy
sanctity amongst all creation. Lord! Hold them not account-
able for this grievous wrong that maketh earth and heaven to
tremble, for they are ignorant ones bereft of reason and wis-
dom, children who have not reached maturity in this worldly
life and have no knowledge of the life to come. With all hu-
mility and submission I intercede for them before Thee, even
though they shot at me with arrows of hatred. Lord! Thou
hast praised Thyself saying - and Thy word is the truth - that
God forgiveth not that partners be ascribed to Him, but for-
giveth what is less than that, even if it be the worst of misdeeds
and the greatest of sins. Lord! I have entrusted my spirit into
Thy hands and relied upon Thee and returned unto Thee, ar-
riving at the threshold of Thy mercy, approaching the fountain
of Thy lordship. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art
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the Kind, the Compassionate, the Merciful, and verily Thou
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art possessed of great bounty.” f‘b b 53 ) B
INBA84:497b

AB02212

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz

Date: 1919-Jul-11

O Steadfast one in the Covenant! olg, &b !

Your recent letter arrived but the previous letters did not ar-
rive. Now letters from faithful friends pour like rain, therefore
brief replies are written - please excuse this.

The friends in Abadih deserve great reward and the gift of the
Glorious Lord. In truth, though they were prevented for a
few days, spiritually they achieved victory, for they spent this
blessed festival in Shiraz with song and melody. Upon return,
convey loving greetings to Jenab-i-Qabil.

Praise be to God, they became the cause of guidance for
seeking souls, and the chanting of verses by Mirza Nasru’llah
reached the ears of the denizens of the divine realm in the
Holy Land. The maidservant of God, attracted and enkindled
with the fire of the love of God, the daughter of the sweet
martyr resting near Haji Ali Khan is truly a sign of guidance.
I hope that Sultan Abdul-Hussein Khan will arise to serve the
Cause of God like his noble uncle.

Convey most glorious greetings to the maidservants of God
Muluk, Liga and Ruh-angiz, and bestow spirit and fragrance
upon the maidservant of God Tayyibih with Abdul-Baha’s
greetings. Show utmost kindness on behalf of Abdul-Baha to
Abdul-Hussein, Abdullah, Baha’u’din and Jalalu’din and the
maidservant of God Hurjahan, their mother.

The news of Shiraz being stirred by the spiritual spring breeze,
the arrangement of gatherings, and people entering the Faith
of God in troops brought much joy. Show kindness to Jenab
Sultan Habibullah on my behalf and say: truly you are de-
scended from the Divine Messenger since you are related to
that trustworthy courier.
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I hope that through divine forgiveness and pardon, the stone-
masons who have ascended to God will attain the seat of truth
with the Mighty Sovereign and reach the presence of the Most
Great in the vicinity of Supreme Mercy.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02750

To: Muhammad Isma’il (Jahrum), in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jul-11

O thou who art oppressed in the path of God! Your detailed
letter was carefully read despite lack of time. In these days
‘Abdu’l-Baha is drowning in a sea of correspondence - if He
writes even one word in reply to any important letter, it rep-
resents an extraordinary effort. Nevertheless, He is writing
a detailed reply to your letter to the extent possible. Praise
be to God, for nearly a quarter century you have remained
firm and steadfast in the blessed Cause, and have not grown
weary from severe trials and tribulations. You witnessed your
dear brother drink the cup of martyrdom, and saw ‘Abdu’l-
Wahhab struck down by the arrow of a bloodthirsty oppres-
sor, yet you remained patient, dignified, forbearing and grate-
ful. Your property was plundered and your estates fell into
the hands of tyrants. I hope that through God’s favors and
through the efforts of the friends in Shiraz you will find peace
of soul and joy of conscience.

In the matter of Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-Husayn-i-Lari about whom you
wrote in your letter, should he persist in his blatant wayward-
ness, he will assuredly be struck down by the fury of God’s
wrath: “Long doth the grace of God bear with thee in thy
folly and iniquity — But when thou dost o’erstep the bounds,
He doth expose thee to disgrace and infamy.”

The flowing verses which poured forth like pure water from
your flowing talent in lamentation for your noble brother were
noted. The content reflected a measured nature. Surely in the
future more pearls of verse will be scattered. A prayer has
been offered at the Threshold of the One God commemorating
the martyrdom of your brother Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, who
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was martyred in the path of the Lord of Lords. It is enclosed;
please read it.

The Glory be upon you.
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To: Fathullah Hajjar, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jul-11

O servant of God! What a sweet title you wrote and what a
delightful form of address you penned! To this wanderer, the
title “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha” has the utmost sweetness, while any-
thing less leaves a bitter taste. Praise be to God that the time
of separation has ended and the dawn of correspondence and
exchange of heartfelt attractions and conscientious sentiments
has broken, and we are blessed and confirmed in this bounty.
Good news arrives from Fars that the friends are in the utmost
joy and fragrance. This news was soul-stirring. It is hoped that
such glad tidings will continue to arrive successively.

My God, my God! Perfume the hearts of Thy loved ones with
the outpouring rain of Thy bounties, make their lives pleasant
through the sprinklings of the cloud of Thy mercy, and make
them signs of guidance among all peoples. Verily Thou art the
Lord of the First and the Last.

O true friend! As the route is disturbed and ease of travel is
not possible, therefore be patient and postpone your intention
of pilgrimage to another time. And upon you be the most
glorious Glory.
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To: Fadl Ali Shamsabadi, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Jul-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter was received
through Jinab-i-Bulurfurush, Jinab-i-Fadl-‘Ali, upon him be
Baha’u’llah’s glory. The hand of supplication and entreaty
was raised to the court of the Lord of Majesty, and forgiveness
and pardon were beseeched from the threshold of the One for
that steadfast and firm one, and confirmation was sought that
thou mayest be assisted to serve the friends of God and be
confirmed with boundless grace.

In these days travel is not easily possible, therefore postpone it
to another time. From the threshold of the Most Merciful, for-
giveness and pardon were sought for thy parents, thy honored
wife and mothers. Be hopeful in God’s grace.

Thou hadst greatly praised the friends of Shams-Abad. I too
beseech God’s favors and bestowals for the friends of Shams-
Abad. Convey firm greetings from me to Faridun, son of Rus-
tam, for I love him dearly and my hope is that grace and
blessing may be attained.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00732

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku
Date: 1919-Jul-1/

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! A letter was dis-
patched some days previously, containing a letter written to
the spouse of Aqa Musa; a testimony was likewise composed,
which was sent as an enclosure. God willing, they will arrive.

Thou didst write that even in times of hardship the friends
are still engaged in teaching. Such indeed is the attribute of
the well-favoured, and the characteristic of the sincere: that
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by no obstacle can they be obstructed, nor by any eventuality
can they be deprived; nay rather, under the direst constraint
and calamity, they continue to promote the teachings of the
Kingdom on high, while under the threat of sword and fetter
they raise the cry “How blessed are we!” and “How blissful is
our lot!”

The vicissitudes of the age encompass friend and foe alike. It
is not the fate of mortal man ever to attain unto tranquillity
of heart and soul. For this reason, one must not attach impor-
tance to the changes and chances of the fleeting days of life;
rather, he should arise to perform whatsoever it behoveth and
beseemeth him to do, irrespective of whether he be reposing
upon a couch of ease or threatened by the sword of his enemy.

Thou didst write concerning the progress of the friends of Baku,
reporting that in all worldly and heavenly respects they have
charted a course of advancement and success, becoming one
and all distinguished from all other communities.

As for the small number that have fallen a prey to the wicked-
doers, this may be accounted for by the consideration that
when the fire of sedition is kindled amid the dry jungle, it is
inevitable that some verdant trees too will be consumed.

For this reason I wrote previously that the friends must hold
aloof from all confessions in political affairs, and conduct them-
selves in an impartial manner. They should attend the gather-
ings of no party, nor seek fellowship with any faction. Praise
be to God! Through the preservation of the teachings of the
Blessed Beauty, in all parts of the world the friends have re-
mained protected and preserved.

On behalf of these few souls who, by chance, have quaffed the
cup of martyrdom—and likewise those souls who have suffered
financial loss—fervent prayers and supplications were offered at
the Threshold of Oneness, that the abundance of God’s grace
might encompass all, and those souls who chanced to be slain
might, in the Court of Oneness, be accounted martyrs. Such
is the highest hope of this servant.

Jinab-i-Aqa Musa—upon whom be the mercy of God, and His
Divine good-pleasure—was not successful, during his lifetime,
in founding and instituting in Baku a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar; and
I too, as thou knowest, accepted naught from him. If, how-
ever, he had erected this mighty structure, what an influence
it would by now have exerted, alike in the kingdoms of earth
and heaven!
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Now the wealth is fallen into the hands of people who, as thou
sayest, he would not have consented should enter his home,
and whom he held in the utmost abhorrence. Take heed, then,
O men of insight! Gracious God! The wealthy friends exert
no endeavour, nor render any service, such is their attachment
to these earthly riches. Yet then it chanceth that after death
their wealth falleth into the hands of their enemies! These
latter feast thereon, and, as the common people say, “recite
the Fatihih.”

Thou and some others had requested permission to come on a
visit to the Holy Land. During these days, to come on such
a visit would entail much trouble and many difficulties, such
that ye might conceivably spend six months on the way. Do
ye postpone the time of your visit to another occasion.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

BRL__ATE#009, MAAN#26
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To: Agnes B Alexander, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jul-15

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letters were received. The
journey to Japan was very necessary. You must have met with
the attracted handmaiden of God Mrs. Maxwell before going
to Japan, for that handmaiden is enkindled with the fire of
the love of God and whoever associates with her feels spiritual
emanations from her. Fellowship with her causes the progress
of souls. You did well to travel to Japan, for the seed that
was sown needs watering. There are capable souls in Japan
who need the divine fragrances to bring them to ecstasy and
bestow spiritual vibrations. There is a humble person there
who is very enkindled, and likewise there is a minister who
has great capacity. I hope you will find the doors opened and
become the cause of guidance for souls. Convey my utmost love
and kindness to the handmaiden of God Elizabeth Stevens and
Maud Gaudreaux. I beseech the favors of divine bestowal that
Mr. Weirs may become attracted to the divine Kingdom and
be so enkindled with the fire of the love of God that he may
illuminate that region. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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We were very saddened by the passing of Richard Potter, but
that nightingale of the Kingdom has flown to the divine rose
garden, that drop has returned to the boundless ocean, and
that wanderer has ascended to the original homeland. I pray
for his forgiveness and pardon at the threshold of oneness.

Convey my most glorious greetings to the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful Miss Regina Sunshine, Mrs. Louise Smith and
Louise Bosch. I have supplicated and implored the Kingdom
of Glory and beseeched endless favors for those handmaidens,
that each may open an eloquent tongue and engage in mention-
ing the Beloved of the horizons. Convey my intense spiritual
love and attachment to the friends in Geyserville. At dawn
I pray at the threshold of the All-Knowing Lord and beseech
for them heavenly exaltation. Stay in Honolulu for a few days,
then proceed immediately to Japan. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

JWTA.014-015, SW_ v10#13 p.246-247, MAX.102x
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AB02526

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jul-15

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Four letters from you ar-
rived consecutively. Now I am writing the reply. The purpose
of the telegram that was sent was that you should postpone
your journey to the East for now and remain engaged in spread-
ing the divine teachings in the United States, whether in the
North or South, for current conditions necessitate this. When-
ever it becomes suitable to travel to the East, I will inform
you.

As for the matter of Mr. John Basst - he is a well-intentioned
young man but does not have the strength and endurance for
travel. Therefore, leave him to himself and do not impose any
obligations upon him. Show him the utmost love and kindness.
Let him be free.
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Convey my utmost love and kindness to Mr. and Mrs.
Williams in the city of Woodford. I beseech divine favors that
they may progress day by day in the Kingdom and attain
great success and evident bounty.

Convey my longing greetings to Mr. Peterson from the city of
Seattle and say: if you become wholly attracted to the King-
dom and filled with the outpourings of Baha’u’llah - that is, if
the love of Baha’u’llah flows through all your veins and nerves
such that no room remains for aught else - surely all your de-
sires will be fulfilled.

O Mr. Remey! I am always thinking of you and my heart is
occupied with you. Each day I seek new confirmations for you,
and it is certain that you will become the manifestation of the
assistance and care of the Ancient Lord. Convey utmost love
to each and every one of the friends. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#363

AB00544

To: Jessie E Revell, in Philadelphia
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letters
were received. Although I have limitless occupations and no
time even for brief letters, let alone detailed ones, because I
have heartfelt love for you, despite lack of time I have under-
taken writing this letter so you may know you are cherished
in this court, for you are intelligent and discerning and have
no purpose except service to the Cause of God and promotion
of the divine teachings. Therefore I supplicate at the divine
threshold and seek endless assistance and bounties for you.

Convey my greetings and kindness to Grace Van Sclerrer and
Julian Russell. I pray for them that they may be nurtured
in the loving embrace of the merciful Father, Baha’u’llah, and
become the cause of illumination for the human world. For
Effie Dixon I seek forgiveness and pardon from the merciful
Lord, that she may be immersed in the ocean of forgiveness
and become a manifestation of grace and bounty in the divine
Kingdom.
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Convey my respectful greetings to Mrs. Rohrer and say: if
you are a lover of humanity, strive to promote the teachings of
Baha’u’llah, for these teachings are pure love and kindness and
the unification of the human world. To the near and enkindled
maidservants of God Mrs. Brittingham and Mrs. Norris con-
vey my utmost love, respect and consideration. I seek eternal
joy for them and endless glory.

As for your presence in the Holy Land in these days, it is not
in accordance with wisdom. You should be occupied day and
night with services there. The marriage of the maidservant of
God Badi’a with Laurie Clour is blessed. I pray to God that
this union be eternal, spiritual and divine. The new name
you requested shall be Nariman. The Philadelphia assembly
is truly worthy of praise. I beseech divine favors that that
assembly become a heavenly rose garden and that every day a
divine feast and Lord’s supper be bestowed from the spiritual
table.

You and your sister are striving to learn Spanish - this is very
good. God willing, after learning it you may become the cause
of spreading the heavenly teachings. As for Christ’s appear-
ance after war and earthquake, this refers to the promotion of
divine teachings which will be spread throughout all lands and
result in universal peace, for universal peace is not possible
except through the penetration of the Word of God.

Convey my utmost kindness to the maidservant of God Ruth
Lerman and say: How fortunate you were that this great glad
tidings reached your ears and you were awakened by the call
of God’s Kingdom. Convey my greetings to your respected
mother and say: Strive with heart and soul that the black peo-
ple may enter God’s Kingdom, their hearts become illumined,
they acquire heavenly character and attain eternal glory.

As for your residence in Philadelphia or Ohio, reside wherever
means of comfort are available. Give glad tidings of divine
favors to the maidservant of God Ethel and convey greetings
to Mr. Elliot, Miss Brooks, Miss Thompson, Mr. Elwood and
his wife. I hope God will illuminate eyes to witness the light
radiating from the Abha Kingdom.

The two gatherings you organized in Philadelphia where divine
loved ones were present along with beginners were very accept-
able in God’s Kingdom and worthy of praise. It is hoped they
will yield beneficial results, meaning that such gatherings will
be organized again whenever possible. The children you speak
with will be influenced by your pure breath.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 79



Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

AB02963

And upon you be the most glorious Glory.

SW__v104#17 p.317-318

AB02963

To: Roberta Balfour Thudichum, in California
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O thou who art turned toward the Kingdom of God! Your let-
ter arrived. You had written about the conversation that took
place with Mr. Naylor. It is medically proven that from the
abundance of dead bodies and fiery explosions the air changes,
and from the change in air numerous diseases result and spread
to other regions. Certainly millions of souls killed on the battle-
field must change the air, and from the change in air diseases
arise. Similarly, from psychological disturbances severe agi-
tation results in humans, and certainly from severe agitation
various diseases are born. We had thought that from endless
trials and tribulations some awakening would result for the
world of humanity, that spiritual feelings would arise in af-
flicted souls, and people would turn to God, so that turning to
God would become the means of consoling hearts and spiritual
feelings would give hope to afflicted souls. [But] now it appears
this is not so - the human world is so deeply immersed in the
sleep of negligence that it will not awaken from these terrifying
events and severe occurrences. You pray and we too will pray
that people may turn away from the world of nature and seek
godly feelings and find spiritual attractions and become enkin-
dled with the fire of divine love and be quickened by the spirit
of heavenly bestowal. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory!

BSTW#244
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To: A W Randall, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O servant of God! Your letters were received. Praise be to God,
this year the Convention in New York was held with utmost
splendor and it is hoped that it will yield beneficial results.
You must strive as much as you can so that day by day Baha'’i
love, fellowship and unity may increase, and Baha’i unity may
become the cause of the unity of the human world, so that
all heavenly purposes may be fulfilled. And this Baha’i unity
and oneness is not possible except through the power of the
Covenant. The power of the Covenant firmly establishes and
preserves Baha'i unity; otherwise the Baha’i Cause would be
completely disrupted, each soul would find a particular opin-
ion, and the Cause of God would be totally obliterated and de-
stroyed. As much as you can, make souls firm in the Covenant
and Testament, and through this firmness Baha’i unity will
be established and different thoughts will be gathered at one
point. To those souls whose names were mentioned in your
letter, convey to them my utmost love and kindness. I hope
that through the favors of Baha’u’llah those souls will remain
protected and preserved from the doubts of the ignorant ones
in the stronghold of the Covenant, and will be successful in
promoting the divine teachings.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#266

AB05228

To: Anna Roberta Thudichum, in California
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O seeker of God’s Kingdom! Your letters were received. Praise
God that you are constantly engaged with God and thinking
about the education of souls. The people of the world have
become entirely heedless and are in need of religious education.
Today, whoever strives to awaken the heedless ones, rouse those
who are asleep, and teach the ignorant will surely be successful
and confirmed. And religious education is not possible except
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through spreading the divine teachings. When divine teachings
spread, souls will be saved from the darkness of nature and
become illumined with heavenly light. Now, praise be to God,
you are engaged in religious education, thinking about how to
make the blind see, the deaf hear, and bring the dead to life.
Divine confirmations will surely arrive and heavenly assistance
will encompass you. And these bounties are contingent upon
firmness in the Covenant and Testament. The more firm a
person is in the Covenant and Testament, the more confirmed
they become.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#245

AB06271

To: Arabella Balfour Thudichum, in California
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O handmaiden of God! Your letter arrived and from its con-
tents it became known that you have a desire to draw near to
God and that you are averse to the world of self and passion
and the darkness of nature. Your aim is divine illumination
and heavenly grace. Therefore, as much as you can, empty
your heart completely and fill it with the love of God. Be
like a blazing fire and be like a luminous lamp. Be a fruitful
tree. Pure soil brings forth flowers and sweet herbs through
the bounty of the spring rain - you too should acquire such ca-
pacity and receptivity so that through the bounty of the Abha
Kingdom your heart may become a rose garden and your face
may become a mirror reflecting the light of the love of God.
When you attain to this most exalted station, you will soar
with joy and delight and turn toward the horizon of eternal
glory. And upon you be the Glory of God the Most Glorious.

BSTW#246
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To: Maud E Thompson, in Baltimore
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. You
had praised this year’s Convention. This Convention will gain
tremendous importance in the future. It will reach such a
degree that all conventions of the world will become humble
and submissive before this Convention, for its foundation is
the unity of the human world, universal peace, fellowship and
love between all humanity, cooperation and equality between
all nations, and the dawning of the light of truth. It is certain
that day by day it will gain strength. Therefore give thanks to
God that you were assisted and confirmed in establishing such
a Convention. From the endless favors of the Lord, I hope that
He will illuminate and confirm all your family. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v12#401 p.027

ABO09830

To: Maria Rebecca Robertson, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-16

O Daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Pre-
viously I met with you and gave you counsels with utmost
kindness. Surely you remember. Now too I write you a reply.
Observe how kind I am in desiring that you become heavenly,
divine, merciful, illumined, and become one of the angels of
heaven. This is my counsel. And upon thee be the Most Glo-
rious Glory.

SW_ v10417 p.318
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To: Elsbeth Renwanz, in Grand Rapids, MI
Date: 1919-Jul-16

Praise be to God, thy heart is engaged in the commemoration
of God, thy soul is gladdened by the glad tidings of God and
thou art absorbed in prayer. The state of prayer is the best
of conditions, for man is then associating with God. Prayer
verily bestoweth life, particularly when offered in private and
at times, such as midnight, when freed from daily cares....

SWAB#172x, BSW#15.14x, COC#1743x, LOG#1479x
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Words spoken ca. 1919-Jul-17 in Haifa/Akka

“Fifty years ago,” he began, “Baha’u’llah wrote that there must
be a league of nations to establish universal peace. He worked
his idea out on practical lines, too. He said every nation must
choose representatives, approved by the senate, the cabinet and
the ruler of the country. They were to meet to found a universal
peace congress to be forever a world court of arbitration.

“Baha’u’llah saw even then, half a century ago, that unless uni-
versal peace is established, the world of humanity will continue
in a state of barbarism. For it is a world of struggle for exis-
tence, of sensualism, a world of nature. Only when universal
peace comes to stay will it become a world of spirit.

“I went to America myself on a mission of universal peace. I
proclaimed seven years ago that Europe was an arsenal that
needed but a spark to turn it into a volcano. The world leaders,
I urged, must prevent this catastrophe. But they did not heed
me. Now that they themselves are working for universal peace
and we are soon to have a league of nations, there is no need
for me to go to America again.

Message to His Followers.

“Tell my followers,” Abdul-Baha continued, “that I am always
asking heavenly help for them, and that my deepest desire is
that they shall be the source of the enlightenment of humanity
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and the unity of all the races of mankind. The point of distinc-
tion among men, let them remember, is their deeds, not their
beliefs or words. I show love even toward their ‘enemies.” They
have no ‘enemies.” The enemy of man is himself.”

His religion, this leader explained, includes the highest princi-
ples of its forerunners, with this addition-it fuses them all in
the pursuit of one goal, the unity of mankind in universal love.
Unlike its Mohammedan neighbor, it teaches the equality of
man and woman. “The world of humanity has two wings,” is
Abdul-Baha’s view, “man and woman. If one wing is weak
then the bird cannot fly.”

He looks to the rebirth of religion as a result of the war. The
Bolshevist movement, he believes, will prove an admonition to
the religious world and send mankind back to the fold, con-
vinced that religion is the sole source of order and peace. Bol-
shevism was inevitable, because religion was on the daily de-
cline in Europe, particularly in Russia.

Has Hope for Palestine.

For Palestine Abdul-Baha has the brightest hopes. “It will
develop day by day now,” he declared, “in industry, in com-
merce, in agriculture, under an enlightened government. Up
to the present the people of this country were like lost sheep.
Now they have found their shepherd.

“If the Zionists will mingle with the other races and live in unity
with them, they will succeed. If not, they will meet certain re-
sistance. For the present I think a neutral government like the
British administration would be best. A Jewish government
might come later.

“There is too much talk today of what the Zionists are going
to do here. There is no need of it. Let them come and do more
and say less.

“The Zionists should make it clear that their principle is to
elevate all the people here and to develop the country for all
its inhabitants. This land must be developed, according to the
promises of the prophets Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zachariah. If
they come in such a spirit they will not fail.

Must Be Open to All.

“They must not work to separate the Jews from the other Pales-
tinians. Schools should be open to all nationalities here, busi-
ness companies, etc. The Turks went down because they at-
tempted to rule over foreign races. The British are always in
power because they keep fair and promote harmony.
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“This is the path to universal peace here as elsewhere-unity.
We must prevent strife by all means. For 6,000 years man has
It is time to try peace a little while. If it fails,
we can always go back to war.”

been at war.

SW__v10#09 p.195-196

AB00602

To: Roy Williams, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Three consecutive letters
have been received from thee. From their contents it became
known that in Cleveland the hearts are afflicted by the murky
breaths of the Covenant-breakers and harmony hath decreased
among the friends. Gracious God! A hundred times it hath
been foretold that the violators are lying in ambush and by ev-
ery means desire to cause dissension among the friends so that
this dissension may end in violation of the Covenant. How is it
that, notwithstanding this warning, the friends have neglected
this explicit statement?

2 The point at issue is clear, direct and of utmost brevity. Either
Baha’u’llah was wise, omniscient and aware of what would en-
sue, or was ignorant and in error. He entered, by His supreme
pen, into such a firm Covenant and Testament with all the
Baha'’is, first with the Aghsan, the Afnan and His kindred,
and commanded them to obey and turn toward Him. By His
supreme pen He hath explicitly declared that the object of the
following verse of the Kitab-i-Aqdas is the Most Great Branch:

“When the ocean of My presence hath ebbed and the Book of
My Revelation is ended, turn your faces towards Him Whom
God hath purposed, Who hath branched from this Ancient
Root.” Its meaning briefly is this: that after My ascension it is
incumbent upon the Aghsan, the Afnan and the kindred, and
all the friends of God, to turn their faces to Him Who hath
branched from the Ancient Root.

He also plainly saith in the Kitab-i-Aqdas: “O ye people of the
world! When the Mystic Dove will have winged its flight from
its Sanctuary of Praise and sought its far-off goal, its hidden
habitation, refer ye whatsoever ye understand not in the Book
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to Him Who hath branched from this mighty Stock.” Address-
ing all the people of the world He saith: When the Mystic Dove
flieth away from the orchard of praise to the Most Supreme and
Invisible Station—that is, when the Blessed Beauty turneth
away from the contingent world towards the invisible realm—
refer whatever ye do not understand in the Book to Him Who
hath branched from the Ancient Root. That is, whatever He
saith is the very truth.

And in the Book of the Covenant He explicitly saith that the
object of this verse “Who hath branched from this Ancient
Root” is the Most Mighty Branch. And He commandeth all the
Aghsan, the Afnan, the kindred and the Baha'’is to turn toward
Him. Now, either one must say that the Blessed Beauty hath
made a mistake, or He must be obeyed. ‘Abdu’l-Baha hath no
command for the people to obey save the diffusion of the fra-
grances of God, the exaltation of His Word, the promulgation
of the oneness of the world of humanity, the establishment of
universal peace, and other of the commands of God. These are
divine commands and have nothing to do with ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Whoever wisheth may accept them, and anyone who rejecteth
them may do as he pleaseth.

Now some of the mischief-makers, with many stratagems, are
seeking leadership, and in order to reach this position they
instil doubts among the friends that they may cause differences,
and that these differences may result in their drawing a party to
themselves. But the friends of God must be awake and must
know that the scattering of these doubts hath as its motive
personal desires and the achievement of leadership.

Do not disrupt Baha’i unity, and know that this unity cannot
be maintained save through faith in the Covenant of God.

Thou hast the desire to travel that thou mayest spread the
fragrances of God. This is highly suitable. Assuredly divine
confirmations will assist thee and the power of the Covenant
and Testament will secure for thee triumph and victory.

SWAB#186, BSW#19.10x, LOG#0606x, SW_ v10#14 p.271-272
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To: Sarah E Van Winkle, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O maidservant of God! Your letter was received. You had
written that you were distressed about the matter of Covenant-
breaking. There is no cause for distress, because the Blessed
Beauty closed off all paths of doubt and uncertainty, and by
the pen of the Most High took a covenant and testament from
all the believers. First He took a covenant and testament from
the Branches and Twigs and relatives in explicitly clear terms
that admit of no interpretation, saying that after My ascension
you must turn to the Branch that has branched from the An-
cient Root, and in clear terms He states that what is meant by
this Branch branched from the Ancient Root is such-and-such
person. In short, He established the Center of the Covenant
as the reference point for all and the Interpreter of the Book.
Either one must say the Blessed Beauty was mistaken and did
not know if this person was worthy of this station, or one must
obey.

In brief, either one must say the Blessed Beauty was false or
He was true - there is no third option. Furthermore, through
the assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty, such power and
might has been made manifest from the Center of the Covenant
that all the great ones and philosophers of the present are
astonished and bear witness. There is no longer any cause
for distress. God forbid that if any weakness or languor should
occur in the Center of the Covenant, how would Baha’i unity be
preserved and how would the teachings of the Blessed Beauty
be promoted? Would it be preserved through the ravings of
pseudo-philosophers or through the doubts of the Covenant-
breakers and those who follow their desires?

In any case, strive to remain firm in the Covenant and under
the protection of the Lord of Mercy. Convey my utmost kind-
ness to the maidservant of God Miss Wilson. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v10#12 p.233-234, BLO_ PT#028n, BSTW#:267
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To: Ernest S Walters, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O servant of God! Two letters were received from you, and
from the contents of both, your orientation to the Kingdom
of God became evident. The gaze of favor encompasses you
and the bestowals of the Blessed Beauty are complete. Be
confident that divine confirmations will encompass you and
your mother. However, you must be so firm and steadfast in the
Covenant and Testament that the Covenant-breakers cannot
draw a breath in any gathering where you are present. Today,
the magnet that attracts the confirmations of the Kingdom
of God is firmness in the Covenant and Testament, and all
else is delirious talk. For by what means can Baha’i unity be
preserved? Is it through the nonsensical utterances of some?
God forbid!

Christ, for the preservation of Christian unity, spoke one word
to Peter: “Thou art the rock, and upon this rock I will build my
church.” This word preserved Christian unity for eight hundred
years, even though it was just a tradition. But the Book of the
Covenant is not a tradition - it is from the Supreme Pen and
was revealed solely to preserve Baha'i unity, so that people
would not become scattered and confused, would not carve
idols for themselves each day, would not choose new points of
reference, and troublemakers would find no opportunity.

Glory be to God! Despite this, some inexperienced and foolish
ones wish through flattery and sweetness of speech to divert
souls from the straight path and leave them wandering lost in
the desert of vain imaginings. They themselves know it is our
duty to speak the truth - whoever wishes may accept it, and

whoever does not, truly God is independent of all the worlds.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW__v104#14 p.267-268
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To: Edgar Waite, in Los Angeles
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O thou who art turned toward the Kingdom of God! Thy
honoured wife hath written a letter and hath praised in the
highest terms thy character and disposition, saying that thou
hast become heavenly, luminous, and of the Kingdom; that
thou hast received a share and portion of the breaths of the
Holy Spirit; that thou hast attained everlasting life and hast
been filled with joy and gladness.

She hath likewise sent the verses which she composed in praise
of the Convention. In truth, the poems were most eloquent
and expressive, and became a cause of joy to the hearers.

Now, from the divine bounties, we cherish the hope that ye
both may pass your days in the utmost spirit and fragrance,

and may become the means of spreading the divine Teachings.

Convey on behalf of Abdu’l-Baha to thy respected wife my
Abha greetings, and say: Kindness, training and education
extended to prisoners is exceedingly important. Therefore as
thou hast exerted an effort in this, hast awakened some of them,
and hast been the cause of the turning of their faces to the

divine Kingdom, this praiseworthy deed is highly acceptable.

Assuredly persevere.

Convey on my behalf to the two prisoners in San Quentin the
utmost kindness, and tell them: “That prison in the sight of
wise souls is a school of training and development. Ye must
strive with heart and soul that ye may become renowned in
character and knowledge.”

SWAB#083x, LOG#0711x, SW_v10#17 p.318-319, BLO__ PT#052

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

wl Olais o~ & oSk 4;}:.5 &!
5 s 3 ) ke Cw,\fj w2
G5Se y 0dd Gy s oS Gly & ooyt
M_}Oﬂu"u\ﬂj\cj)uu)\ 4.«.“{

ol 3 5 e 5 4l 4y Ol S

A.Kw){wb)égé)u\w”}
cvﬂﬁ)cb)u W‘WGJJIJLA)\J};
g,.w.{ LM)JJ"‘ W} J}J

53352 8§ gl dbs Sl Jle
S e LIS L0 s Sl
A5t p s

mer G315 8 K5 s PN ge) )
CM\WL/\)LAOM;OUJNJJ
tsaxj 6)}1’; w& wﬂg\)b d)>- [RPS
Mg 5 5 635 Sy 1) s )
Jyn Slt sy ol O 42 A u;{-u.
& Cglde 2 saz) 5 adl

e J.; )\ dlLKULw BE uﬂ)& ua.ﬁ EEY

s S Al e § 15 U Gl e
302l ol iy e faey e il

ool Jead 5 BNl ude o bl S do
L)y il Ko 5 s o ot

MMEK1#083 p.113x

90

ot


http://www.bahai.org/r/905435190
http://bahai-library.com/hornby_lights_guidance_2.html&chapter=1#n711
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_10/Issue_17
https://bahai-library.com/abdul-baha_letters_louise_waite
https://www.bahai.org/r/779783813

Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

AB03459

AB03459

To: Mrs Sara Welsh, in Weymouth, MA
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O thou maidservant of God! Every woman who becometh the
maidservant of God outshineth in glory the empresses of the
world, for she is related to God, and her sovereignty is ev-
erlasting, whereas a handful of dust will obliterate the name
and fame of those empresses. In other words, as soon as they
go down to the grave they are reduced to naught. The maid-
servants of God’s Kingdom, on the other hand, enjoy eternal
sovereignty unaffected by the passing of ages and generations.

2 Consider how many empresses have come and gone since the
time of Christ. Each was the ruler of a country but now all
trace and name of them is lost, while Mary Magdalene, who
was only a peasant and a maidservant of God, still shineth
from the horizon of everlasting glory. Strive thou, therefore,
to remain the maidservant of God.

Thou hast praised the Convention. This Convention shall ac-
quire great importance in future, for it is serving the divine
Kingdom and the world of mankind. It promulgateth universal
peace and layeth the basis of the oneness of mankind; it freeth
the souls from religious, racial and worldly prejudices and gath-
ereth them under the shade of the one-coloured pavilion of God.
Praise thou God, therefore, that thou hast attended such a
Convention and hast listened to the divine Teachings.
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To: Helen Eggleston, in Portland, OR
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! Thy letter was received.

Thou hadst asked about fate, predestination and will. Fate
and predestination consist in the necessary and indispensable
relationships which exist in the realities of things. These re-
lationships have been placed in the realities of existent beings
through the power of creation and every incident is a conse-
quence of the necessary relationship. For example, God hath
created a relation between the sun and the terrestrial globe
that the rays of the sun should shine and the soil should yield.
These relationships constitute predestination, and the manifes-
tation thereof in the plane of existence is fate. Will is that
active force which controlleth these relationships and these in-
cidents.

Such is the epitome of the explanation of fate and predestina-
tion. I have no time for a detailed explanation. Ponder over
this; the reality of fate, predestination and will shall be made
manifest.

As to thy coming into the Holy Land, travel at present can be
accomplished only with difficulty. Leave this matter, therefore,
until such time as the journey be made easy. I supplicate at
the Divine Threshold for aid and favour on behalf of thee, thy
father and mother, and thy brother. Upon thee be the Glory
of the All-Glorious.

SWAB#167, SW__v10#17 p.318, BSTW#429
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AB04657

To: Norma E Wilson, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O thou daughter of the Kingdom! Thy letter was received.
It was like the melody of the divine nightingale, whose song
delighteth the hearts. This is because its contents indicated
faith, assurance and firmness in the Covenant and the Testa-
ment. Today the dynamic power of the world of existence is the
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power of the Covenant which like unto an artery pulsateth in
the body of the contingent world and protecteth Baha’i unity.

The Baha’is are commanded to establish the oneness of
mankind; if they cannot unite around one point how will they
be able to bring about the unity of mankind?

The purpose of the Blessed Beauty in entering into this
Covenant and Testament was to gather all existent beings
around one point so that the thoughtless souls, who in every
cycle and generation have been the cause of dissension, may
not undermine the Cause. He hath, therefore, commanded
that whatever emanateth from the Centre of the Covenant is
right and is under His protection and favour, while all else is
error.

Praise be to God, thou art firm in the Covenant and the Tes-
tament.

SWAB#183, BSC.546 #987, SW_ v10#14 p.272
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ABO04751

To: Watts, Ollie James et al., in Los Angeles
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O two servants of the Kingdom! Your letter arrived and was
clear proof that, praise be to God, you have been freed from
the darkness of vain imaginings and have reached the center
of truth. You have been delivered from antiquated traditions
that tell tales of ancient times, and you are investigating reality.
There is no doubt that this is from the gaze of divine favor
and evidence of heavenly bestowal. Observe how people are

drowning in the sea of imitation, having no insight of their own.

They cling to whatever they have heard, while for thousands of
years they have been submerged in the ocean of vain imaginings
without finding any result, and they are still asleep. Therefore,
you must thank God that the eye of insight has been opened,
and you have discovered reality and attained that which is the
cause of heavenly glory and eternal life.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.

SW_v10#17 p.319
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AB07504

To: Amy Williams, in Cleveland
Date: 1919-Jul-18

O flame from the fire of the love of God! Your letter arrived
and was evidence of the luminosity of your heart and the spir-
ituality of your soul. Praise be to God that you attended the
Convention and witnessed the signs of divine power, which
gathered different souls under the tent of the oneness of the
human world in such a place. This Convention will expand in
the future and will surpass all conventions of the world, for it is
a heavenly Convention, it is divine, its foundation is love and
kindness and the promotion of the oneness of the human world
and non-interference in political affairs. Divine confirmations
will surely arrive and divine success will encompass all.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_ v10#12 p.236

AB00945

To: Martha L Root, in Cambridge Springs, PA
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy detailed letter and
the brief ones have all been received and attentively perused.
Praise be to God, they imparted glad tidings and joyful news.
Thou art indeed serving diligently in the path of God, art mak-
ing every effort to show forth love to everyone, art raising the
Call to the divine Kingdom and bringing light to the hearts of
men. Be thou well assured that the confirmations of the King-
dom shall encompass thee and thou shalt become the recipient
of the bounties of the Lord of Hosts.

As far as possible, rest thou not for a moment, travel to the
North and South of the country and summon all men to the
oneness of the world of humanity and to universal peace, say-
ing: O people! Baha'u’llah laid the foundation of universal
peace fifty years ago. He even addressed Epistles to the kings
wherein He declared that war could destroy the foundation of
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the world of humanity, that peace was conducive to everlast-
ing life and that dire peril awaited mankind. Also three years
before the outbreak of the world war ‘Abdu’l-Baha travelled to
America and most of Europe, where he raised His voice before
all gatherings, societies and churches, appealing: O ye assem-
blage of men! The continent of Europe hath virtually become
an arsenal filled with explosives. There are vast stores of de-
structive material hidden underground, liable to burst forth at
a single spark, causing the whole earth to quake. O ye men
of understanding! Bestir yourselves that perchance this accu-
mulation of volatile material may not explode. But the appeal
went unheeded and consequently this murderous war broke out.

The bulk of humanity now realiseth what a great calamity war
is and how war turneth man into a ferocious animal, causing
prosperous cities and villages to be reduced to ruins and the
foundations of the human edifice to crumble. Now, since all
men have been awakened and their ears are attentive, it is
time for the promulgation of universal peace—a peace based on
righteousness and justice-that mankind may not be exposed
to further dangers in the future. Now is the dawn of univer-
sal peace, and the first streaks of its light are beginning to
appear. We earnestly hope that its effulgent orb may shine
forth and flood the East and the West with its radiance. The
establishment of universal peace is not possible save through
the power of the Word of God. Effort must be made for the
Word of God to exert its influence so that universal peace may
be established.

Strive thou as much as possible to raise the Call of the Kingdom
of God, for it is this Call that bestoweth the spirit of life. Like-
wise endeavour to summon the people to the divine Covenant
and Testament, inasmuch as the power of the Covenant, like
unto an artery, pulsateth in the body of the world.

5 Thou hast mentioned the names of numerous souls in thy let-
ter. Verily each one of them deserveth to receive a separate
letter, particularly those who are wholly dedicated to the ser-
vice of the Kingdom of God, who cherish no desire save the
common weal and have no purpose but to show utmost love
and kindness to every member of human society. Though their
bodies are earthly, their souls belong to the realm of the spirit.
That is, they have been quickened by the breath of celestial life.
Their hearts are mirrors of the Sun of Truth whose light shineth
therein with the utmost splendour. Convey thou to them on
my behalf the expression of my ardent love and kindness and
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tell them that day and night I entreat and supplicate the King-
dom of Glory with utmost humility and lowliness, begging for
them heavenly confirmations.

Concerning the friends in Pittsburgh, thou hast written that
some misunderstandings have arisen among them. No power
can eliminate misunderstandings except that of the Covenant.
The power of the Covenant is all-embracing and resolveth all
difficulties, for the Pen of Glory hath explicitly declared that
whatever misunderstanding may arise should be referred to
the Centre of the Covenant. He will resolve every difficulty.
Thus no power can dispel misunderstandings among the friends
except the Covenant and the Testament of God.

Therefore it behoveth thee to urge and encourage all the friends
to remain firm in the Covenant and Testament. Christ, refer-
ring to Peter, said: “Thou art a Rock and upon this Rock I
shall build My Church.” This statement is not recorded by the
pen of Christ, nor doth it clearly call for turning to Peter, nor
hath it been revealed by Christ in His Book. It is but a tra-
dition handed down by the apostles. This tradition, however,
caused everyone to obey, and eliminated misunderstandings
among the apostles and the Christians. Now here is the Book
of the Covenant, and not a tradition. It hath been inscribed
by the Supreme Pen of Baha’u’llah and is not conveyed by
word of mouth. Therein He hath explicitly enjoined that after
His passing all must turn to the Centre of the Covenant, and
that for anything not understood in the Book, He is the au-
thorised Interpreter and whatsoever He uttereth is right. On
Him alone hath this authority been conferred. The Book of
the Covenant is the last Tablet revealed by the Supreme Pen
before His ascension, and all previous Tablets are subordinate
to the Book of the Covenant, which is the last emanation of
His Will, whereas all other Tablets were revealed prior to this
One, and He hath named it the “Book of the Covenant”.

Therefore reflect ye carefully. Should the friends be firm in
the Covenant, could misunderstandings arise among them?
By God, that cannot be, except among those individuals
who harbour evil intentions and malice, who cherish the idea
of leadership and partisanship. Notwithstanding that these
men have written treatises in their own handwriting in which
they invoked evil upon the Covenant-breakers, denouncing
them as the ones who subvert the institution of the Cause
of Baha'u’llah and affirming that this Covenant is inscribed
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by the Pen of the Most High and that whoever deviateth in
the least from the Centre of the Covenant would be of the
malicious and would deserve the wrath of God, yet these
men have now themselves become the exponents of violation,
inasmuch as they are motivated by malice. Their main object
was to secure leadership and acquire wealth, but when they
realised that by remaining firm in the Covenant their selfish
desires would not be gratified, they deviated therefrom. These
men were either first truthful and then became untrue or
first were untrue and then became truthful. In either case
their lie is manifest. Despite all this, certain people who are
not aware of the facts will be sorely shaken by reason of the
doubts instilled in their hearts. Therefore it behoveth thee to
awaken everyone. Send a copy of this letter to Mr. Remey,
Mrs. Cooper and Mrs. Goodall. Upon thee be the glory of
the All-Glorious!
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To: John Wolcott, in Spokane
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O faithful servant of God! Thy letter was noted. Thou hadst
written that we strive to make the friends in Spokane self-
sacrificing. We hope that each and every one of the friends
may become self-sacrificing and make others self-sacrificing as
well. Until one becomes self-sacrificing in the path of God, no
fruit will be gathered from life. Such a life would be like that
of a mineral, like a fruitless tree. A tree must bear fruit. I
hope that all the friends of God may become fruitful trees and
brilliant lamps, not extinguished ones.

As for the questions thou hadst asked, I have not time for a
detailed response, for letters pour down like rain from East and
West, and if I write even a word in reply to one, it is evidence
of the utmost love, for I have no time. Now I pen a brief answer
to thy questions. If we meet in future, I shall give a detailed
response.

Existence is of two kinds: One is the existence of the True One
(God) which is sanctified above the comprehension of creation.
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He is the Unknowable Invisible. He is not preceded by any
cause, but rather is the Creator of the Cause of causes. He is
Ancient without beginning and absolutely Self-Sufficient. The
second existence is that of creation. It is a general existence
which is a mental concept that human reason can comprehend.
This existence is originated, dependent, preceded by cause, and
contingent. Therefore, the contingent cannot become ancient,
and the ancient cannot become contingent. Creation cannot
become Creator, and the Creator cannot become creation. The
transformation of essence is impossible in the realm of exis-
tence.

In the realm of existence - that is, existence which is a men-
tal concept and is contingent - there are degrees. The first
degree is mineral, then comes the vegetable degree. In the veg-
etable degree, the mineral degree exists but with distinction,
having vegetable perfection. In the animal degree, the mineral
and vegetable perfections exist along with another perfection
which is animal perfection, having hearing and sight. In the
human degree, the mineral perfection exists, the vegetable per-
fection exists, the animal perfection exists, and beyond these,
mental perfection exists which discovers the realities of things
and comprehends universals.

Thus, among created beings, man is the most perfect of crea-
tures. By man is meant the perfect individual, and that perfect
individual is like a mirror wherein divine perfections appear
and are visible. However, the Sun does not descend from its
height of sanctity and enter into the mirror, but when the mir-
ror is pure and faces the Sun of Reality, the perfections of the
Sun of Reality - which are its rays and heat - become manifest
and visible in that mirror. These souls are the Holy Manifes-
tations of God.
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To: Albert R Windust, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O servant of Baha’u’llah! Your letters dated October 1st and
November 23rd, 1918 were received. Their contents brought
joy regarding the victory of the just government and the safety
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and conveyed good news of the health and
wellbeing of you, your esteemed wife and three esteemed daugh-
ters. You had written that throughout the period of communi-
cations being cut off, you were engaged in service, publishing
and distributing books, and that the Star of the West was also
being published and regularly distributed. Indeed you endured
much hardship and showed no shortcoming or laxity. Truly the
respected maidservant of God Mrs. Mary Lesch administered
with perfect faithfulness, trustworthiness, goodwill and effort.

As for the book that Mr. MacNutt is compiling, name it “The
Promulgation of Universal Peace”. However, Mr. MacNutt
himself should write the introduction to that book, turning his
heart to the Abha Kingdom, so that a trace of him may remain.
Send a copy of that book to the Holy Land.

Now the Star of the West should be written in both English
and Persian. Miss Gertrude Buikema truly serves the Star
of the West. We hope that with Dr. Zia, upon him be the
Glory of God, you will both succeed in outstanding services.
Your efforts are noted and witnessed by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I ask
God that you may be assisted and confirmed in all matters.
Regarding the editorship of the Star of the West, whatever
you all deem appropriate is acceptable to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v10#13 p.249, SW_ v114#11 p.198
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To: Elizabeth G Van Patten, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O thou seeker of the Kingdom! Thy letter was received. Thou
hast written of the severe calamity that hath befallen thee —
the death of thy respected husband. That honourable man
hath been so subjected to the stress and strain of this world
that his greatest wish was for deliverance from it.

> Such is this mortal abode: a storehouse of afflictions and suf-

fering. It is ignorance that binds man to it, for no comfort
can be secured by any soul in this world, from monarch down
to the most humble commoner. If once this life should offer
a man a sweet cup, a hundred bitter ones will follow; such is
the condition of this world. The wise man, therefore, doth not
attach himself to this mortal life and doth not depend upon it;
at some moments, even, he eagerly wisheth for death that he
may thereby be freed from these sorrows and afflictions. Thus
it is seen that some, under extreme pressure of anguish, have
committed suicide.

3 As to thy husband, rest assured. He will be immersed in the
ocean of pardon and forgiveness and will become the recipient
of bounty and favour. Strive thine utmost to give his child a
Baha’i training so that when he attaineth maturity he may be
merciful, illumined and heavenly.
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To: FElizabeth Stevens, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O heavenly daughter! Two letters were received from you, one
from New York and another from Bermuda. Indeed your let-
ter was expressive and its purpose was fully understood. You
made a very good journey and went to Bermuda. I will sup-
plicate and implore in the divine Kingdom and seek heavenly
confirmations for you. Rest assured that you will be confirmed.
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With all the power of your heart engage in spreading the divine
teachings in those islands and be certain that doors will open.

After this war all people are thirsty for universal peace, and
the divine teachings are the founder of universal peace and
promoter of the oneness of the world of humanity. Thank God
that He made you one of the chosen ones and created you for
the promotion of heavenly teachings, and be certain that you
will be confirmed. Convey my utmost love and kindness to
the maidservant of God Maud Kuedrau and the maidservant
of God Agnes Alexander. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

SW__v114#10 p.168

AB04671

To: James Thomas Simpson, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O servant of God! Your letter and poems arrived. From their
contents it was understood that, praise be to God, you are
aflame with the kindled fire of the love of God and have re-
ceived a share and portion from the bounty of the Spirit. Your
intention is to render a notable service to the Kingdom of God
and become a cause of promoting the unity of the human world.
If it is possible and easy, go to North Africa and kindle the
fire of the love of God and give people the glad tidings of the
appearance of Baha’u’llah and guide them to human unity, so
that religious prejudices, sectarian prejudices, racial prejudices
and territorial prejudices may disappear and they may attain
to reality. It is certain that if you go, divine confirmations will
reach you. I pray for you all so that the light of guidance may
shine in hearts, divine favors may encompass all, and heav-
enly bounty may become manifest. In this world, whatever
work you do will ultimately be fruitless except service to the
Kingdom of God and service to the entire human world.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_v11#10 p.166-167
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To: Edward D Struven, in Beverly, MA
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter arrived. You
had mentioned the maidservant of God, the attracted one Lua.
Lua was heavenly, divine, merciful, attracted to the divine fra-
grances. That blessed leaf became the cause of guidance for
many, for she had an attracted heart and an eloquent tongue
and was occupied with teaching day and night. Now she calls
you from the Abha Kingdom: “O my children! If you knew
what bounty I have attained, you would surely abandon the
earthly body and soar to this divine realm.” In any case, Lua
attained an eternal mention and gained an everlasting bounty.

Regarding the economic questions between the capitalists and
laborers that you wrote about - what harm is there in dis-
cussing it in Green Acre? When I was in America, I gave sev-
eral talks on this issue. Find those talks and discuss according
to them.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#10 p.164

AB05132

To: Rachael Small, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jul-20

Thy letter was received. Praise be to God it imparted the
good news of thy health and safety and indicated that thou art
ready to enter an agricultural school. This is highly suitable.
Strive as much as possible to become proficient in the science
of agriculture, for in accordance with the divine teachings the
acquisition of sciences and the perfection of arts are considered
acts of worship. If a man engageth with all his power in the
acquisition of a science or in the perfection of an art, it is
as if he hath been worshipping God in churches and temples.
Thus as thou enterest a school of agriculture and strivest in
the acquisition of that science thou art day and night engaged
in acts of worshipa€”acts that are accepted at the threshold
of the Almighty. What bounty greater than this that science
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AB05188

To: Latimer, James W et al., in Portland, OR
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O ye two souls, faithful and assured! Praise be to God that
your son George Latimer is enkindled with the fire of the love
of God and is engaged in service with utmost effort. May this
youth be assisted and plant for you a tree that will yield fresh
fruit forever. The gathering that you arranged in the home of
Mr. and Mrs. Nash on the day of the Naw-Ruz feast was an
illumined gathering and a source of divine inspirations. Such
gatherings have momentous results which will become clear
and evident in the future. It is of great importance. In au-
tumn days seeds are scattered - their importance is not known.
But when springtime comes and they sprout, their importance
becomes clear and evident. Now the oneness of humanity is
a seed that you are sowing - it seems of no importance. But
when the spring of universal peace comes, then it will sprout
and its importance will become manifest and apparent.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v114#10 p.159+163
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To: Ferdinand Peterson, in Racine, WI
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Your letter arrived. You
had written that you came to the Convention this year and
were present in that illumined gathering, and heard those di-
vine addresses. You found new spirit and increased in faith,
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certitude and firmness in the Covenant. Know the value of
this divine gift and thank God that you are living in the Cen-
tury of the Covenant and are attracted to the Sun of Truth,
the Abha Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones.

Regarding the piece of land you had written about selling and
using the proceeds for the Cause of God - do not hurry now.
Let the piece of land remain. I will offer supplications and
entreaties at the Divine Threshold on behalf of the friends
in Racine and seek a new spirit, that they may arise with
enthusiasm and ecstasy, begin to be attracted and delighted,
become the cause of promoting the divine teachings, strive for
the unity of the human world, and render service to universal
peace.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#16 p.276

AB05656

To: Sophie Loeding, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O daughter of the Kingdom!

Praise be to God that you attended the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
Convention in New York and witnessed that celebration and
enthusiasm, and became intimate and harmonious with the
friends, and were filled with joy and delight, and returned to
Chicago with a new spirit. Be intimate and harmonious with
the class of friends and convey my respectful greetings and say:
O class of youth, praise be to God you are physically capable
and spiritually gladdened by the glad-tidings of God. You
must be full of zeal and enthusiasm, and from your class may
the lights of the unity of the human world and universal peace
shine forth to all directions, and may you become the cause of
the promotion of the heavenly teachings and call souls to divine
characteristics so that they may receive a Baha’i education and
be confirmed with divine confirmations.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_v11#10 p.163
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AB06618

To: Ella C Quant, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received and it
indicated that you attended the Convention and witnessed the
radiant lights of the divine teachings in that gathering, and saw
souls brought to life with the spirit of eternal life. Since you
possessed the eye of insight, you were thus able to discover the
truth. Every soul who is firm in the Covenant today has seeing
eyes and hearing ears, and day by day progresses in the divine
world until they become a heavenly angel. Convey my heartfelt
affection to the two respected individuals Margaret LaGrange
and Grace Wesberg. I ask God that they may become the
recipients of His favor and the manifestations of His endless
bounties. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10414 p.250-251

AB07399

To: Scheffier, Carl et al., in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-20

O ye two firm ones in the Covenant! Blessed are ye that,
like unto a goodly tree, ye have taken root in the soil of the
Covenant and are standing with the utmost firmness and stead-
fastness. Should a thousand winds blow, they will have no ef-
fect upon you. Such must be firmness and steadfastness, else if
through one foul breeze of violation health is transformed into
sickness, what benefit is there in such existence? Its death and
life are the same. In any case, I pray on your behalf and im-
plore assistance and bounty from the Divine Kingdom. Rest ye
assured that ye are souls who are confirmed. Convey greetings
to all the friends. And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_ v10#14 p.268
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To: Mary A Lesch, in Chicago

Date: 1919-Jul-22

O thou maidservant of God! Thy letter was received, and its Vs pelias dowy ¥ 2asli A xS (o) 1
contents testified to thy firmness in the Covenant. Therefore, ! Ola Aol 1A Cils Bl , &4t

it is my hope that thou mayest be assisted under all conditions.
In this day the most important of all things is to be firm and
steadfast in the Covenant and the Testament, for Baha’i unity
can in no wise be preserved except through the Covenant. If
it could be preserved by any other means, the Blessed Beauty
would undoubtedly have decreed it.

In the Kitab-i-Aqdas, unto which everyone must turn, and
in the Kitab-i-*‘Ahd, which is the last Tablet revealed by the
Blessed Beauty and recorded by the Supreme Pen, He addres-
seth everyone in clear and explicit terms, bidding first the Agh-
san, then the Afnan and His kindred, and finally all other be-
lievers, to turn unto the Centre of the Covenant. There is a
verse revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas exhorting all to turn, after
His Ascension, to “Him Who hath branched from this Ancient
Root”. In the Kitab-i-‘Ahd, He testifieth in unmistakable terms
that the object of this verse is none other than the Centre of the
Covenant. And in a specific Tablet, the authenticity of which
is admitted by everyone, He, in unequivocal language, identi-
fieth the Centre of Sedition by name, declaring that should he
pass out from under the shadow of the Cause in the slightest
degree, he would be cut off from the Holy Tree. How could
anything be more explicit than this?

Now one must either say that the Blessed Beauty erred and
led the people astray, for He directed them to obey someone
who ought not to have been obeyed, or else say that the least
deviation from the Covenant and the Testament entaileth de-
privation from the bounties of Him Who is the Luminary of
the world. Of these two alternatives, one must be true; there
is no third.

In sum, Baha’i unity cannot be preserved save through the
Covenant of God. In this day, the dynamic power in the body
of the world is the Covenant; if the Covenant be neglected,
what other power can move it? The statement reportedly ut-
tered by Christ to Peter, “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I
will build my church”, preserved Christian unity for a thousand
years. After the lapse of ten centuries, because of political rea-
sons, dissension arose. Now, if these words of Christ preserved
the unity of Christendom for a thousand years, it is clear what
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the effect will be of the Kitab-i-‘Ahd, which was revealed by
the Supreme Pen! But certain restive souls—who were at first
firm in the Covenant and even wrote epistles, which are still
extant, attesting to their firmness and their separation from
the violators, and referring to the latter as outcasts from the
Threshold of the Almighty—have now, because of personal in-
terests, deviated from the Covenant and followed the people of
malice. So it was with Judas Iscariot, who took part in shed-
ding the blood of Christ for the sake of a few pieces of silver.
Take heed, then, O ye who are endued with understanding!

5 If thou art firm and steadfast in the Covenant, let thy ties with

the Convention be strong and unassailable. Turn away from,
and stay clear of, any soul from whom thou dost detect the
odour of deviation, that thou mayest be shielded and protected
within the shelter of the Covenant, and mayest burn bright as
a candle with the light of constancy.

I treat all people with kindliness and oppose no one. I pray for
all, that the glance of the eye of divine favour may be cast upon
them. Verily it is the Blessed Beauty Who hath entered into
this Covenant and Testament with all, not I. Let them answer
to Him, for I raise no objections. My duty is to be kind to ev-
ery soul; retribution is His and not mine. I show kindness unto
all, and the purpose of every word that I write is to set forth
the truth and to safeguard the Faith of God, so that Baha’i
unity may be preserved. Should some people attempt to under-
mine Baha’i unity, the decision is theirs. Yet, what would they
answer should the Blessed Beauty address them in the Abha
Realm in words such as these: “O Friends! Have I, through
My Supreme Pen, and in explicit verses of the Kitab-i-Aqdas,
commanded you to show forth obedience or opposition? Have
I not enjoined upon the Centre of Sedition himself to submit
and to obey? How is it that ye have rejected My explicitly ap-
pointed Centre? I have commanded you to turn towards Him;
wherefore have ye turned away and undermined Baha’i unity?”

The friends must carefully examine all matters, and do as they
deem fit. I have no obligation in this regard. Whatever voice is
raised in America, there are always some ambitious and foolish
souls who will gather around it for a while. Even in Green Acre,
it was witnessed that a person from Malta invited people to
starve themselves and received payment in return. Despite this,
a number of people gathered around him. They were famished
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with hunger and lifeless as corpses, yet they rewarded him with
money nevertheless!

Regarding thy dear brother who hath ascended from this mor-
tal world to the eternal realm, grieve not and be not saddened.
That drop hath hastened to the limitless Ocean; that home-
less bird hath winged its flight unto the sheltering nest of the
Concourse on high. Thou shalt find him in the assemblage of
splendours in the Kingdom of mysteries.

As to thy dream in which thy brother appeared to thee finely
dressed: Know that one’s attire is one’s adorning, which is the
bestowal of the All-Merciful. As to the parcel he had in his
hand, this signifieth his benevolent deeds. The purpose of his
intent gaze was to make thee understand his message, which is:
“Behold the bounty with which I have been favoured! Praise be
to God, for I am safe and well; I am attired in the garment of
piety and carry the parcel of my deeds in my hand. I am alive,
not dead—take heed! I am immortal, not ephemeral—take
heed!” The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

BRL ATE#068x, BRL CUHJ#86x, BSW#19.06x, LOTW#58, SW
p.268-270, BSTW#013, BSTW#269
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AB00238

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jul-22

...Mr. Mountfort Mills, Mrs. Alice Breed, Miss Nellie Lloyd,
Mr. Roy Wilhelm, Mr. and Mrs. Harris, and Mrs. Krug
- these souls strove in every way to bring joy, contentment,
hospitality and spirituality to the delegates and friends. From
the Lord of Hosts I beseech special assistance and favor for
them, that like mirrors they may receive their portion and
share of the effulgences of the Sun of Truth.

Mrs. Rohanna Bogislav and her daughter Elfrida Martin raised
such melodious songs and music that the ears of the denizens
of the Kingdom were delighted. The friends of New York were
all successful in rendering outstanding services at this Conven-
tion and provided the means of dignity and grandeur for the
Convention in every way, such that they became the recipients
of praise from the Supreme Concourse and were successful in
promoting the Word of God.
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Convey my utmost consideration and kindness to Miss Boylan.
I am always occupied with her remembrance and await good
tidings from her. I shall never forget her...

You wrote about your Washington journey that you met my
dear daughter Mrs. Parsons. Indeed, that esteemed lady exerts
the utmost effort and zeal in exalting the Word of God. She
loves all humanity and wishes good for the human world. She
is passionate about universal peace and enchanted with the
unity of humankind. She is kind to all peoples of the world
and serves the Kingdom. I pray for her.

You wrote that twice weekly in Washington gatherings of love
are held where the friends associate with one another in utmost
spirituality. You also wrote that you were a guest with the
Secretary of the Interior at Mrs. Parsons’ home, where you had
fellowship and discussed various matters, and that he invited
you to frequent the Interior Department. Observe how the light
of the Blessed Beauty’s favor makes His loved ones so honored
and exalted, raising them to such degrees as could not have
been imagined. Therefore, in gratitude for these bounties, you
must show steadfastness and firmness as is fitting and proper,
and engage in service.

You wrote about your travels to various regions. Praise be to
God, you were successful and confirmed everywhere, associat-
ing with the friends in utmost enthusiasm and receiving love
and kindness from all. We bear the hardships, but you expe-
rience the comfort and joy. You are respected and honored in
all cities, and praise be to God, engaged in service.

Convey utmost kindness to Miss Lippincott. I hope that she
will be confirmed by divine assistance.

The other letters dated July 10th, 17th and 30th, written to
Shoghi Rabanni were also received. Praise be to God that
thou art confirmed and assisted and art the means of holding
meetings and bringing together the friends of God so that it
may become proven that whosoever is firm in the Covenant
and Testament is rendered victorious through the Hosts of the

Supreme Concourse and assisted by the Powers of the Kingdom
of Abha.

Upon thee be Baha el Abha!

BSTW#086x
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AB00796

To: Alfred E Lunt, in Boston
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Be confident in the grace of
the All-Merciful and hope for favors from the Abha Kingdom,
for you expend the utmost effort in service to the Truth and
this is a magnet attracting confirmation and success.

Regarding economic questions, you gave very appropriate talks.
The essence of the Baha’i economic principles is that excessive
wealth should not be accumulated beyond necessity, like the
famous Morgan who had 300 million in wealth yet day and
night had no peace or comfort from divine bounties and con-
sumed nothing more than a simple soup. This wealth was a
calamity for him, not a source of comfort. He invited me to
his library and home to view the library and have dinner at
his house. I went to the library to view the Eastern books but
did not go to his house or accept his dinner invitation. The
point is that he very much wished to meet with me at the li-
brary, but at that time important financial matters arose that
prevented him from being present, and he was thus deprived
of this bounty. Now if he had not possessed such excessive
wealth, perhaps he would have found the opportunity and the
meeting would have taken place.

As for the events that were foretold, praise be to God they
all came to pass, and whatever was in the decisive texts of
Baha’u’llah and likewise in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talks in America
and Europe, all occurred word for word. These texts of
Baha'u’llah were revealed from the Supreme Pen fifty years
ago and have now manifestly come to pass.

Now you have a lofty ambition and wish to engage in every ser-
vice. My hope is that through heavenly power, divine might
and the confirmations of the Holy Spirit you will succeed in
outstanding services - that is, whatever service you deem ap-
propriate and are certain of achieving.

You had asked whether if someone has land that they cannot
develop and its income is less than expenses, is it permissible
to sell or mortgage part of this land. It is certainly permissible.

Regarding the partnership of workers with capitalists that you
wrote about: Workers must certainly receive daily wages, but
in addition they should have a share with the capitalists so they
will work with the utmost effort. For example, a capitalist who
has a thousand workers must give them moderate daily wages
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so they do not remain hungry and unclothed, and also allocate
a portion of the profit income specifically for the workers to
be distributed among them at year’s end, causing the workers
to show the utmost zeal and give the utmost importance to
perfecting their craft and work.

Caress your precious children on my behalf. Name the boy
Hussein as this is part of the blessed name, and name the girl
Zahra. The letter you wrote to the Boston newspaper was very
acceptable and appropriate.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v10418 p.329-330

AB01048

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-22

Convey warmest, most loving greetings to Mark Tobey on my
behalf, and heartfelt affection to Marguerite Bull. What a
sacred task is hers, serving helpless children! I ask God to
assist her.

As for thee, obey the Convention, travel for a time, and teach.
After that, work to perfect thine art. For it is incumbent upon
thee both to obey the Convention, and to perfect thine art.

I rejoice to hear that thou takest pains with thine art, for in
this wonderful new age, art is worship. The more thou strivest
to perfect it, the closer wilt thou come to God. What bestowal
could be greater than this, that one’s art should be even as
the act of worshipping the Lord? That is to say, when thy
fingers grasp the paintbrush, it is as if thou wert at prayer in
the Temple.

BRL__ATE#034x, BRL_IOA#12x
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AB02955

To: Jean B Masson, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O faithful handmaiden of the Blessed Beauty! The article you
had sent previously was very acceptable, complete, organized
and well-arranged. Indeed it was a very eloquent article. Now,
whenever any of the friends writes articles and wants them pub-
lished, it is better to submit them to the Executive Committee
and have the Committee approve them before publication. Cer-
tainly the articles you write are appropriate and factual and
their publication is very beneficial. But the purpose of having
the Executive Committee’s approval is to maintain order in
affairs, otherwise various individuals write articles, print and
publish them, and perhaps some of those articles may not be
factual. This is why I am writing that articles should be pub-
lished after the Executive Committee’s approval.

Dr. Wilson, a priest in Iran who is heedless and hostile to the
Cause of God, has authored a book to mislead people, similar
to books written against Christ during and after Christ’s time
by the Pharisees and Roman scholars. He has published this
book. Now the best course of action is for you to author a
rebuttal to that book with utmost eloquence and excellence,
print it and publish it.

Convey my utmost kindness to your sister, the handmaiden of
God. I beseech divine favors for her healing.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v11#03 p.054

AB03499

To: Mabel Rice-Wray Ives, in Detroit
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O leaf of the blessed tree! Your letter arrived and its con-
tents were understood. Due to lack of time I am writing a
brief response, because letters from East and West are pouring
like rain and I do not have time for a detailed reply. Briefly:
It is not permitted to hang the blessed photograph in rooms,
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however there is no harm in hanging the Greatest Name or
“Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” or photographs of the Holy Shrine or pho-
tographs of places where Baha’u’llah resided.

I beseech God that you may ever be enkindled with the fire of
the love of God and attracted to the divine breaths and assisted
in goodly deeds and of good conduct and truthful speech and
firm in the Covenant and Testament. Whatever you deem suit-
able for promotion is acceptable. Regarding women’s suffrage,
this is a political issue and I am detached from all political
matters, however I will say this much: both men and women
are human and are like two wings for the world of humanity.
If either of these wings is weak, the bird cannot fly. If both
wings are strong, humanity will soar to the highest heaven.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

SW_ v11#10 p.164

AB04688

To: Lucian B Nash, in Portland, OR
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O thou servant of God! Thy letter was received, and was the
cause of gladness. Thou hast expressed thine ardent wish that
I should attend the Peace Congress. I do not present myself
at such political conferences, for the establishment of peace
is unachievable save through the power of the Word of God.
When a conference is convened, representative of all nations
and working under the influence of the Word of God, then uni-
versal peace will be established but otherwise it is impossible.

At present it is certain that temporary peace is established
but it is not lasting. All governments and nations have become
tired of war, of the difficulties of travel, of huge expenditures, of
the loss of life, of the affliction of women, of the great number
of orphans, and they are driven by force to peace. But this
peace is not permanent, it is temporary.

We hope that the power of the Word of God will establish a
peace that shall eternally remain effective and secure.

SWAB#226, SW__ v11#04 p.076, SW_ v114#10 p.164-165

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dape s ey Sll 3 fody gl 1
&ouf:&.\éftg.\j 03 4€ C)TLg))'ngaf
G 3 o pdiae ol de 2 s
ghe el L sl Sl el Ll
B By 25N ol Al 2K e o
Sﬂd)s‘ﬁﬂ)d;;@?:)'\bﬁp
Osk 5 355 S8 (508 pho i1 A 0K
et OF
s:fﬁﬁﬁjydﬂagw\@db‘
;&j‘&ﬂ;dﬁcﬁwdv‘e‘
o588 g8 0Ly wbjlas i Olite
—\J-’w‘a}:ﬁdrl}i‘sﬁj&udkﬁu)ﬁ.}
d\gjwﬁ.ﬁ@w&aa{.ﬂj}ﬁ
Sl E8 g0 Sl S 4] o

S ol b B3 355 8 sl
500 bl o w135 GL AL S

113


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_10
http://www.bahai.org/r/479881290
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_4
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_10

Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul)

ABO04757

T e 5 asls F Gle s S o
@Y

MMK1#226 p.284

AB04757

To: Oglesby, M C' et al., in Somerville, MA
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O ye two blessed souls! Your letters were received. They
showed that ye have investigated the truth and have been freed
from imitations and superstitions, that ye observe with your
own eyes and not with those of others, hearken with your own
ears and not with the ears of others, and discover mysteries
with the help of your own consciences and not with those of
others. For the imitator saith that such a man hath seen, such
a man hath heard, and such a conscience hath discovered; in
other words he dependeth upon the sight, the hearing and the
conscience of others and hath no will of his own.

Now, praise be to God, ye have shown will-power and have
turned to the Sun of Truth. The plain of your hearts hath
been illumined by the lights of the Lord of the Kingdom and
ye have been led to the straight path, have marched along
the road that leadeth to the Kingdom, have entered the Abha
Paradise, and have secured a portion and share of the fruit of
the Tree of Life.

Blessed are ye and a goodly home awaiteth you. Upon you be
greetings and praise.

SWAB#014
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AB05220

To: James Morton, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O distinguished person! Your letter was received. The words
were supremely eloquent and the meanings were consummately
articulate. Praise be to God that you have heard the call of
the Kingdom and have received your portion and share from
the divine teachings. You have been freed from the world of
imitation, have investigated reality, and have become aware
of the mysteries of the heavenly books. Now you desire to
become the cause of illumination of the human world and the
promoter of universal peace, to awaken the sleeping souls and
make heedless people aware, so that they may become detached
from ignorant prejudices and find rest and comfort under the
pavilion of the oneness of humanity, receive their portion and
share from the divine tables, and become centers of spiritual
inspirations. There is no intention better than this intention.
I hope you will be confirmed in this. You have the thought of
traveling to Iran. This is very blessed. My hope is that after
visiting the Holy Land you will be successful in this. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_v10#17 p.320

ABO05515

To: Baha’is of Urbana, IL
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O children of the Kingdom! Your letters along with your pho-
tographs were received. When I read the letters, they pro-
duced the utmost heartfelt emotions, and from viewing the
photographs, spiritual joy and delight occurred. Praise be
to God, the content of the letters was evidence that you are
turned toward the Supreme Kingdom, and from your counte-
nances it was clear that the light of the love of God was evident
and manifest in your faces. I beseech God that in this school
on Sundays you may acquire heavenly knowledge and receive
divine moral education. Day by day may you progress until
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each one becomes a peerless sapling in the divine garden, full £, , #8285 S, , «z$ Sl Sy

of leaves and blossoms and fruits. x5
COC#0647 TRBB.078
AB06278

To: Mary B Morrison, in Denver
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O cherished maidservant of God! When I was in Denver, I was
very pleased with its climate, beauty and scenery. Therefore, I
desired that the luminosity of the love of God be spread there,
that hearts experience divine feelings, and that the pavilion of
the oneness of humanity be raised in the land of Denver. Thus
I encouraged those believers who were there and urged them
to acquire human perfections. Now, praise be to God, signs of
the attraction of hearts to the fragrances of God have become
evident. Therefore, I am confident that human perfections will
become manifest there, that some humans will become heav-
enly angels, that they will become characterized with divine
qualities, and that you will become a sign of guidance and a
cause of illumination of the hearts of the friends. And upon
you be greetings and praise.

SW_ v10#13 p.246

AB07348

To: Baha’is of Fruitport, Mi, in Fruitport, MI
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O ye who are firm in the Covenant!

Today whatever assembly is established that has for its pur-
pose the welfare of mankind and is attached to the invocation
of God, that gathering is a celestial one. Undoubtedly, it shall
become the recipient of the blessings and bounty of Divine
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Providence. It is under the protection of the Lord of the King-
dom, the confirmations and assistance shall encircle it from
every side and it shall grow more illumined day by day.

This, however, is conditioned upon firmness and steadfastness
in the Covenant and the Testament, that it should not fall
short in its duties, should not fail to live up to its standard
and should display a powerful will and perfect steadfastness.

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abhal

SW__v114#06 p.104

AB07292

To: Peter Maus, in Helena, MT
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O faithful servant of God! Your letter was fragrant, having the
sweet scent of flowers and herbs of the love of God. The nos-
trils were perfumed and the heart was gladdened that, praise
be to God, that steadfast and firm one became the cause of
illumination of two other souls, guiding them to the fountain
of life, so that each may become a fruitful tree in the divine
garden, casting shade and extending branches and leaves unto
the Kingdom of God. I beseech God that both may become
illumined, successful and confirmed.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v104#17 p.319-320

ABO07530

To: Paine, Mabel H et al., in Urbana, IL
Date: 1919-Jul-22

The changing of teachers should be neither too frequent nor
too much delayed; moderation is preferable. Holding your
meetings when it is the time of prayer in other churches is
not advisable; it would lead to alienation, since the Baha’i
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children who have their own Sunday school would be deprived
of it if they tried to attend other Sunday schools. Moreover,
the admission of children of non-Baha’i parents to the school
for Baha’i children is permissible. And if, in this school, an
outline of the fundamental principles underlying all religions
be set forth for the information of the children, it can do no
harm.

As the children are few in number, it is not possible to have
different classes and naturally only one is necessary. Concern-
ing the last question regarding differences among children, act
as ye deem advisable.
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AB08302

To: Emily Olsen, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O pure leaf of the blessed Tree! Your letter was received.
You had written that you had translated several treatises and
tablets into Danish and sent them to Europe during the days
of the war, but no word has yet been received about them.
Since it was wartime, therefore the response from Europe was
delayed. Now that war has been transformed into peace, it is
hoped that the translation of those tablets and treatises will be
published in Denmark. And regarding what you had arranged
concerning teachings for children, God willing it will be carried
out. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_v10#17 p.320
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Racine, WI
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O illumined Assembly! Praise be to God that you have suc-
ceeded in establishing that Assembly, and your purpose is to
promote universal peace, establish the oneness of the world
of humanity, and investigate truth. I beseech God that heav-
enly confirmation may encompass that Assembly and that it
may progress day by day until that Assembly becomes a center
of divine inspirations and the lights of supreme guidance may
shine forth to all regions. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

SW_ v10#17 p.320

AB09923

To: Dr Hills Cole, in United States
Date: 1919-Jul-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The divine friends are
very pleased with thee, they loose their tongues in thy praise,
that thou art firm in the Covenant and Testament and art
self-sacrificing in the path of God. I hope that, through the
bounties of the Lord, thou mayest daily advance in the King-
dom of God and become the cause of the guidance of souls.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

SW_ v11#10 p.168
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To: Baha’is of Los Angeles, Ca et al.
Date: 1919-Jul-23

O ye friends and maidservants of the Merciful! From the Spir-
itual Assembly of Los Angeles a letter hath been received. It
was indicative of the fact that the blessed souls in California,
like unto an immovable mountain, are withstanding the gale
of violation, have, like unto blessed trees, been planted in the
soil of the Covenant and are most firm and steadfast. The
hope is entertained, therefore, that through the blessings of
the Sun of Truth they may daily increase in their firmness and
steadfastness.

2 The tests of every dispensation are in direct proportion to
the greatness of the Cause, and as heretofore such a manifest
Covenant, written by the Supreme Pen, hath not been entered
upon, the tests are proportionately more severe. These trials
cause the feeble souls to waver while those who are firm are
not affected. These agitations of the violators are no more
than the foam of the ocean, which is one of its inseparable
features; but the ocean of the Covenant shall surge and shall
cast ashore the bodies of the dead, for it cannot retain them.
Thus it is seen that the ocean of the Covenant hath surged and
surged until it hath thrown out the dead bodies—souls that are
deprived of the Spirit of God and are lost in passion and self
and are seeking leadership. This foam of the ocean shall not
endure and shall soon disperse and vanish, while the ocean of
the Covenant shall eternally surge and roar...

3 Consider how His Holiness Christ—may my spirit be a sacrifice
unto Him—in order to preserve the unity of the Christians,
said concerning Peter: “Thou art the rock, and upon this rock
I will build My church.” This utterance became the cause of
the submission and humility of all, and for a thousand years
the unity of Christendom was preserved, although this word
was not a command to turn unto him or to follow him, and it
is but a tradition that Christ so spoke. Notwithstanding this,
whatever foam appeared upon the sea of Christ was effaced
and destroyed; and every lifeless body that sought the vanities
of the world was cast out upon the shore.

Now Baha’u’llah, through the trace of the Pen of the Most
High, wrote the Book of the Covenant and named it the Kitab-
i-*‘Ahd. From all He took a covenant and testament. First He
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addressed the Aghsan, the Afnan, and His kindred, bidding
them turn unto the Centre of the Covenant; and, by the ex-
plicit text of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, He appointed the Centre of
the Covenant as the Expounder of the Book.

From the early days of creation down to the present time,
throughout all the divine dispensations, such a firm and ex-
plicit Covenant hath not been entered upon. In view of this
fact is it possible for this foam to remain on the surface of the
ocean of the Covenant? No, by God! The violators are tram-
pling upon their own dignity, are uprooting their own founda-
tions and are proud at being upheld by flatterers who exert a
great effort to shake the faith of feeble souls. But this action of
theirs is of no consequence; it is a mirage and not water, foam
and not the sea, mist and not a cloud, illusion and not reality.
All this ye shall soon see.

Praise be to God, ye are firm and steadfast; be ye thankful
that like unto blessed trees ye are firmly planted in the soil of
the Covenant. It is sure that every firm one will grow, will
yield new fruits and will increase daily in freshness and grace.
Reflect upon all the writings of Baha'u’llah, whether epistles
or prayers, and ye shall surely come across a thousand pas-
sages wherein Baha'u’llah prays: “O God! Bring to naught
the violators of the Covenant and defeat the oppressors of the
Testament.” “He who denieth the Covenant and the Testament
is rejected by God, and he who remaineth firm and steadfast
therein is favored at the Threshold of Oneness.” Such sayings
and prayers abound, refer to them and ye shall know.

Never be depressed. The more ye are stirred by violation, the
more deepen ye in firmness and steadfastness, and be assured
that the divine hosts shall conquer, for they are assured of
the victory of the Abha Kingdom. Throughout all regions the
standard of firmness and steadfastness is upraised and the flag
of violation is debased, for only a few weak souls have been
led away by the flattery and the specious arguments of the
violators who are outwardly with the greatest care exhibiting
firmness but inwardly are engaged in agitating souls. Only a
few who are the leaders of those who stir and agitate are out-
wardly known as violators while the rest, through subtle means,
deceive the souls, for outwardly they assert their firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant but when they come across re-
sponsive ears they secretly sow the seeds of suspicion. The
case of all of them resembleth the violation of the Covenant by
Judas Iscariot and his followers. Consider: hath any result or
trace remained after them? Not even a name hath been left by
his followers and although a number of Jews sided with him it
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was as if he had no followers at all. This Judas Iscariot who
was the leader of the apostles betrayed Christ for thirty pieces
of silver. Take heed, O ye people of perception!

At this time these insignificant violators will surely betray
the Center of the Covenant for the large sum which by ev-
ery subtle means they have begged. It is now thirty years
since Baha'u’llah ascended, and in that time these violators
have striven with might and main. What have they achieved?
Under all conditions those who have remained firm in the
Covenant have conquered, while the violators have met defeat,
disappointment and dejection. After the ascension of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, no trace of them shall remain. These souls are ignorant
of what will happen and are proud of their own fancies.

In short, O ye friends of God and maidservants of the Merciful!
The hand of divine bounty hath placed upon your heads a
jewelled crown, the precious gems of which shall shine eternally
over all regions. Appreciate this bounty, loose your tongues in
praise and thanksgiving, and engage in the promulgation of
the divine teachings, for this is the spirit of life and the means
of salvation.
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To: Baha’is of Paris
Date: 1919-Jul-23

O friends of God! Your letter was received through Mrs. Stan-
nard and its contents brought the utmost joy, for praise be
to God, a spiritual gathering has been established in Paris
as well, where souls of assured faith congregate to engage in
remembrance of the Kingdom of God and promote those teach-
ings which are the spirit of this age: the oneness of humanity,
establishment of universal peace, right and justice, that reli-
gion must be the cause of fellowship among people, harmony
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between reason and science, equality of men and women, lib-
erty and freedom for all humanity, establishment of heavenly
morals and love for all humankind even unto animals, univer-
sal education, and that crafts, commerce and agriculture are
forms of worship - a farmer who tends his field with utmost
dedication is like a worshipper who supplicates with utmost
humility in a temple, and a worker who labors with honesty
and truthfulness is like one who prays. In brief, teachings of
this nature which are the spirit of this age and light of this
century - whoever catches their fragrance becomes attracted
to them, especially since these teachings are reinforced by the
Covenant, a Covenant that is the cause of the flame that il-
lumines the horizons, breathes the spirit of life, makes souls
luminous, renders them divine, makes them heavenly, makes
them shine like candles and gleam like stars.

O friends in Paris! Know that no soul becomes alive except
through the spirit of the Covenant, no eye becomes illumined
except through the light of the Covenant, no ear vibrates ex-
cept to the melody of the Covenant, and no heart becomes the
manifestation of divine inspirations except through the bounty
of the Covenant. The people of Paris are passionate and be-
come attracted with utmost swiftness, therefore the fire of the
love of God will blaze intensely in Paris and achieve great diffu-
sion. Some regions of Europe are in a state of intense burning
and day by day numerous souls are entering. You have surely
heard of this. Now strive to kindle the fire of the love of the
Covenant with utmost power so that Paris may surpass other
regions. If the Covenant blazes as it should, wondrous effects
will appear in a short time, for the moving force in the body of
the world today is the power of the Covenant - it is the pulsing
artery in the body of contingent beings.

In any case, I am very pleased with these few souls who are in
Paris and I have great love for you. My hope is that you will
make the gathering full of enthusiasm and become the cause
of guidance for others. Convey my greetings to each and every
one. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ellen V Beecher, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-23

O leaf of the Tree of Life! Your letter was received and from its
contents it became known that last summer there was a great
Baha’i movement in Green Acre. Blessed souls gathered there
like Mr. Remey, Richard Mayer, Harry Randall, Howard Ives,
Albert Vail, Harlan Ober, Saffa Kinney and Stanwood Cobb.
Indeed these souls are firm in the Covenant and are heralds
of the Kingdom of God. They spread the divine teachings
and sacrifice their lives in the path of the Kingdom. They are
brilliant candles and radiant stars.

But now it is not known - it will become clear in the future. The
Pharisees of the Jews did not consider the apostles of Christ
worthy of address in Christ’s time and counted them among
the lowliest people, while they were the stars of guidance and
the lamps of the Supreme Concourse. Now see what news there
is!

I hope that this year in Green Acre, the candles of the Most
Great Guidance will shine brighter than last year and the song
of the birds of the garden of reality will reach the highest zenith
and arrive at the ears of the people of the Most Glorious King-
dom, such that all people will be amazed. This will be possible
if the friends of God associate with each other in the utmost
love, affection and oneness, and strive day and night to com-
fort one another and promote the divine teachings. Let them
raise such a cry of the oneness of the world of humanity and
play the melody of universal peace with all tunes that they set
the human world in motion.

As to President Wilson, the fourteen principles which he has
enunciated are mostly found in the teachings of Baha’u’llah
and I therefore hope that he will be confirmed and assisted.
Now is the dawn of universal peace; my hope is that its sun will
fully shine, converting the darkness of war, strife and wrangling
among men into the light of union, harmony and affection.

Convey to Mrs. Champney my utmost love and kindness. I
hope through divine favors she will become wholly celestial
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and entirely divine. Convey my greetings and kindness to Miss
Watt. I beseech God for His help and bounty for her. Convey
my utmost kindness to your daughter Dorothy Beecher, and
convey my heartfelt emotions to Mr. Hilgert. I love him very
much.

i Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Beckett, Frank B et al., in Glendale, CA
Date: 1919-Jul-23

O ye two souls, firm in faith! Your letter arrived. Praise be
to God, it contained good news. California has the capacity
for the spread of the teachings of God. I hope that you will
strive with heart and soul so that the sweet fragrance may
perfume the nostrils. Miss Una Grick, Mrs. Alice Blackman,
Mrs. Katherine Bizarro, and Mrs. Dr. Ruth Newland were
blessed souls. Praise be to God, they ascended with firmness
and steadfastness. They soared from this narrow, dark world
to a vast and luminous realm. They were delivered from every
grief and sorrow and attained eternal joy and gladness.

Convey my respectful greetings to Mrs. Chase and tell her that
Mr. Chase is a brilliant star in the horizon of truth, but is still
behind clouds. Soon the clouds will disperse and the brilliance
of that star will illuminate California. Know thou the value of
this bounty - that you were his companion and partner in life.
In any case, each year on the day of that blessed soul’s ascen-
sion, the friends should visit his grave with utmost humility
and submissiveness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and with com-
plete reverence scatter bouquets of flowers on his grave, and
spend the entire day in prayer and turning to the Kingdom of
Verses, and in thoughts and mention of that illustrious person’s
virtues. Those souls who served the poor during the war years
and were in the Red Cross - their services are highly acceptable
in the divine Kingdom and the cause of their eternal life. Give
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them these glad tidings. And upon you both be greetings and
praise.

SWAB#081x, SWAB#164x, SW_ v10#19 p.339-340, BSTW#039
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To: Victoria Bedikian, in Montclair, NJ
Date: 1919-Jul-23

O cherished handmaid of God! Your numerous letters were re-
ceived. All were evidence of your faith and certitude, firmness
in the Covenant, assistance to the helpless, and compassion
for the poor. You have taken up a good occupation which de-
serves praise, for helping the poor and orphans is service to the
Kingdom of God and no righteous deed has been or is greater
than this. However, if you could assist the poor of Syria it
would be more acceptable, and this should be done through
a trustworthy person among the friends like Kalim, because
when committees in those regions send aid through commit-
tees in these regions, most of the funds sent are kept by the
committees here and very little reaches the poor. But if you
send it through the friends, all of it reaches the poor. Like-
wise, the names you sent and the photographs of the poor and
orphans were very well received. These orphaned children are
my children, therefore they are very dear to me. In any case,
give thanks to God that you are successful in these services.

Convey my respectful greetings to your esteemed husband. I
pray for him and seek eternal glory for him so that he may
become noble in both this world and the Kingdom. These days
travel is very difficult. God willing, when travel becomes easier,
permission for travel will be given to you and your husband.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

BSTW#200, BSTW#455
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To: Macnutt, Howard et al., in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O ye two honored souls! Your letter was received. Praise be
to God, you are joyous and filled with delight, protected and
preserved beneath the shelter of the Merciful. Today, those
souls who are firm in the Covenant soar with the confirma-
tions of the Holy Spirit, while those who waver remain lifeless,
silent, and afflicted with a thousand sorrows and pains. For
the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom have been cut off from
them, they are deprived of the light of the Sun of Truth, and
they remain bereft of the breaths of the Holy Spirit. They are
like those souls who, after Christ, arose to confuse minds, each
gathering people around themselves through various schemes,
but ultimately were disappointed, frustrated and despairing.
This was because their principles were like trees without roots,
or like the foam of the sea. A rootless tree, no matter how
strong and thick, will eventually fall, and the foam of the sea,
however vast, will vanish and disappear.

Arius, the Patriarch of Alexandria, gathered around himself
one and a half million souls, even attracting the Emperor, but
since the foundation was not firm, it vanished and disappeared.
What can the Covenant-breakers, who are but a group of weak
souls, accomplish? For thirty years they have strived, yet in
the end they have only succeeded in attracting to themselves a
few mindless people and some women of loose character. Soon
you will see these few souls scattered as well.

3 America is strange. Once in Green-Acre, I saw a polytheist
from India, unkempt and dirty in appearance, truly so re-
pulsive that even animals would not approach him, who had
gathered a group around himself. He had selected a distant
tree, and each morning before sunrise, he would run toward
that tree with a group of barefooted women. Exhausted, they
would reach it and fall upon the ground as if worshipping one
of the idols of India. Not many days passed before this person,
through various tricks, begged a few dollars from these souls
and returned to India.

The point is that in America, whenever a voice is raised, in-
evitably a few people will gather around it. But the friends in
the East are as firm as mountains. For thirty years, despite
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all their efforts, the Covenant-breakers have been unable to
create a breach, they could not even shake the faith of their
own relatives and kin. Thus in Iran, though certainly twenty
thousand Baha’is were killed and severe tests arose, praise be
to God, not one of the friends wavered.

In America, the Covenant-breakers do nothing but flatter and
express false love. Consider what they did to the poor editor of
the journal, and how unfaithful they were to him. In any case,
look not at beginnings but at results. Every falsity speaks the
name of truth; even the enemies of Christ would deny and de-
nounce Him in the name of truth, saying He was a destroyer of
law, a breaker of the Sabbath, and an associate of the corrupt.
Though these words outwardly appeared to defend the Torah
and observe God’s Law, in reality their purpose was to destroy
the divine foundation and humiliate the sweet Christ. Though
they claimed to protect the Law, their intention was false.

In any case, you know how much I cared for certain souls, how
much love I showed them, how much kindness I extended to
them. Yet in the end I saw that the Cause of God was being
dishonored. The three thousand pounds you had collected for
expenses of the journey to America, I did not accept. And
during the American journey, I accepted nothing from anyone.
Later it was observed what inappropriate actions occurred se-
cretly under various pretexts. Consider what I endured. My
desire was that the independence of God’s servants be made
manifest. You know that I accepted nothing from anyone and
acted according to Christ’s counsel that when you leave a city,
shake even its dust from your shoes. Despite this, I endured
those inappropriate actions. All were my guests, and each day
I provided for expenses and showed the utmost kindness. And
afterwards I paid all major expenses. Now after all these kind-
nesses, this was my reward. What then will be the reward of
others who showed no such kindnesses?

The Covenant is like an ocean that preserves Baha’i unity, and
these souls are like foam - they make temporary movements but
like Judas Iscariot and Judas’ helpers and those who agreed
with Judas, they will soon be forgotten like the foam of the
sea. But the ocean of the Covenant remains established, for it
preserves Baha’i unity.
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As for you, arise with utmost strength to promote the Covenant
and explain these matters to the weak, that those groups who
after Christ opposed His explicit text saying “thou art the
rock and upon this rock I will build my church” were en-
tirely deprived of the Holy Spirit’s breaths and were erased
and destroyed. Today the Lord of Hosts is the protector of
the Covenant, the powers of the Kingdom guard the Covenant,
heavenly souls serve the Covenant, and celestial angels pro-
mote the Covenant. Indeed, if observed with insight, all the
powers of the world ultimately serve the Covenant, but this
will become apparent in the future. Despite this, what can
these weak ones do? Mighty trees without roots that receive
no share from the rain clouds of mercy do not endure, let alone
weak plants. Observe how the Theosophists raised an uproar
in Europe and America - now day by day they diminish be-
cause their foundation was not as firm as it should be. What
then will the Covenant-breakers do?

In any case, those days when we were guests in your home
will never be forgotten, for through divine bounties and the
breaths of the Holy Spirit ‘Abdu’l-Baha experienced such joy
as cannot be forgotten. I pray God that those days may return
again. Do not sell that house if you can help it - let that
memorial remain from you. I think of you often and desire you
to be an intense flame warming and illuminating all around.
Until intense heat exists in the human body, proper growth
and development cannot occur. And I supplicate the Abha
Kingdom and at every moment seek new confirmation for you.

MacNutt Petrine utterance and Pauline elo-
quence. Convey my utmost love and kindness to two respected
souls, Mr. Victor Harrol and Mr. Roy. My hope is that they
may succeed in serving God’s Kingdom and gain new strength
each day. And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Your recent letter dated 21 July 1919 was received. It con-
tained glad tidings of the exaltation of the Word of God in
those regions. Nothing brings joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha save the
glad tidings of the exaltation of the Word of God. Therefore,
when you wrote of the friends’ endeavors to diffuse the divine
fragrances, stating that you had devoted your time to the call
of the Kingdom and dedicated yourself to service to the Cause
of God, this news was a great joy. I hope that you will receive
mighty confirmations and attain powerful assistance. He has
said that whosoever draws nigh unto God a span, God will
draw nigh unto him a cubit. Assuredly, if one arises to serve
the Kingdom as one ought, the spirit of the Kingdom of God
will encompass him.

Regarding the composition of the book that you mentioned in
your letter, this is most appropriate. If this endeavor comes to
fruition, it will be most acceptable. Convey my utmost love
and kindness to the respected handmaid of God, Mrs. Mac-
Nutt. If unity and harmony, which are among the greatest
teachings of Baha'u’llah, become firm and steadfast among
the friends, and steadfastness in the Covenant renders the
Covenant-breakers disappointed and frustrated, this will be-
come a magnetic force and will draw ‘Abdu’l-Baha to America.
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To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O thou merciful youth who art the son of that glorious man!

Verily, thy letters have been received. They indicate thy great
love to God, thy attraction to His fragrance, thy attachment
to His Kingdom, the establishment of a meeting for the singing
of the verses of God, the reading of the Holy Books, the study
of the Tablets by the youths of that city, who have sincerely
turned their faces to God and became enkindled with the fire of
the love of God, abandoned all the conditions that prevent the
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acquiring of the merciful virtues and the good illumined morals,
so that they may love one another and become united in the
promulgation of the fragrances of God. The love of God kept
them busy from ought else. This establishment is a blessed
establishment. I ask God to make this meeting sanctified and
holy above the human temperaments, illumined and adorned
with the outpourings of severance to the Lord of mankind, so
that they may become as one bouquet, spiritually and physi-
cally in the service of the Cause of God.

As to the matter of the Mashrekol-Azkar, it is of the most im-
portant affairs. Relaxation therein is not permissible. Verily, I
shall write to the Easts of the earth and to its Wests and urge
them to assist the Mashrekol-Azkar. Concentrate thou thy
thought in the service of the Mashrekol-Azkar under all condi-
tions so that thou mayest obtain confirmations and assistance
under all conditions and circumstances...

As to the translation of the Surat-el-Hykl, at present we do
not find a translator who can give it its merit. God willing,
in the future a committee shall be organized whose members
are experts in Arabic, Persian and English. By that perfect
committee, the Surat-el-Hykl will be translated, but one person
cannot arise and give the translation that it deserves. God
willing, this committee will be organized and thou shalt be an
important member thereof.

Convey thou on my behalf the utmost mercy and tenderness to
Bessie Digget, her mother and her sister. Convey my abundant
greeting to Mr. Anderson and his wife. Verily, I ask God to
make them manifestations of His merciful bounties. Convey
my hearty sympathy to Julia Jordan, Emma Marky Appel, and
Walter Bohanan. Verily, I pray God to make them the signs
of guidance among the people and the banners of the Supreme
Concourse. Convey my greeting and tenderness to Mr. and
Mrs. Alfred Anderson, Mr. and Mrs. August Anderson, Mr.
and Mrs. Peter Nelson, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bennings, Mr.
and Mrs. Schend, Mrs. Hertel, Mr. and Mrs. Yeager, Mr.
and Mrs. Lindstrom, Mrs. Redeen, Mrs. Tressa Jacobsen,
Mr. William Redeen, Mr. George Steppy. Verily, I pray God
to guide them in their affairs, to make them attracted to the
Kingdom of Abha, sanctified above self and desire, seeking
nothing for themselves save severance to God, delivered from
the selfish suggestions in the Cause of their Lord, the Precious,
the Exalted! For, verily, to God is the praise. They are lamps
aflame with the fire of the love of God, majestic trees in the
rose-gardens of the knowledge of God.
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Upon thee be greeting and praise!

SW__ v10#13 p.249-250

AB00699

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney, in New York
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O honored lady! Your letter was received by Shoghi Effendi
and its contents brought joy, as it indicated your good health.
The conversation that Mr. Dreyfus had with Mushaviru’l-
Mamalik in Samad Khan’s house was most acceptable. God
willing, it will yield favorable results and perhaps these uncon-
scious ones will somewhat awaken, for they are afflicted with
a nightmarish sleep. They imagine that through imitating the
people of the West and through the confused thoughts of the
people of Iran, Persia will progress. Alas! Alas! Despite God
having caused such a brilliant Sun to rise from the horizon of
Iran, whose rays have struck both East and West, and having
established such a Covenant that is the cause of Iran’s eternal
glory and the means of progress in all aspects - whether ma-
terial, moral, or political - this Most Great Force which gives
life to Iran, the Iranians are heedless of it and wish to revive
Iran through these vain thoughts. Observe how unconscious
and thoughtless they are!

2 In any case, I hope they will awaken and become conscious,
and at least realize that Muhammad appeared in Mecca when
it was but a rocky tract - no trees, no vegetation, no greenery,
no meadow, no agriculture, no industry - the dwelling place of
savage Arab tribes. When Muhammad appeared from Mecca,
Mecca became the Qiblih of Asia, Africa, and some regions of
Europe, where all turn to pray, and this rocky tract became
the annual center of the greatest gathering of men from Asia
and Africa. If they would just consider this much, they would
understand how the Cause of Baha’u’llah can develop Iran and
exalt the Iranians. But what use is it? They have no awareness
and think that Iran will be revived by “bonjour” or “good
morning” - that is, the French and English languages.
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Indeed, there is nothing worse in the world than unconscious-
ness. These Iranians are both unconscious and self-conceited.
They imagine each one of them is the Plato of the age while
they know nothing. You met the cream of Iranian ministers
in Paris, and likewise went to Iran and observed its notables.
The greatest prince of Iran was Zillu’s-Sultan - you saw what
he was like.

In any case, pray that perhaps the Iranians will somewhat
awaken and realize that this brilliant Star will illuminate Iran;
otherwise, Iran will not be illumined by candlelight and oil. In
America, convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to your
respected cousin, and likewise to your respected mother, whom
I never forget - emphasize my affection to her. No news reaches
me from either of them, and this is very strange, for praise be to
God, divine connections exist between us and spiritual power
protects and preserves it.

Convey to all the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful my
most glorious and most beautiful greetings. I am always await-
ing good news from you, that you will take up the book Some
Answered Questions and through these proofs and evidences
create light, joy and enthusiasm among the friends and hand-
maidens of the Merciful, for you have been distinguished for
this.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Albert B Vail, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O thou ignited candle! Thy letter was received. Its contents
imparted spiritual gladness, for they were pervaded by spiritual
sentiments and indicated the attraction of thy heart, attach-
ment to the Kingdom of God and love for His divine teachings.
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Verily, thou showest a high endeavor, hast a pure and sancti-
fied purpose, wishest naught save the good pleasure of God,
seekest nothing but the attainment of limitless bounties, and
art engaged in the promulgation of divine teachings and the
explanation of abstruse metaphysical problems. It is my hope
that, by the favor of Baha’u’llah, thou and thy respected wife
may daily increase in firmness and steadfastness, so that in
that exalted land ye may become two upraised standards and
two resplendent lights.

Extensive travel in October, to the north, south, east and west,
accompanied by that candle of the love of God, Mrs. Maxwell,
would be highly acceptable. My hope is that she may entirely
recover; this beloved handmaid of God is like a flame of fire and
thinks day and night of nothing save service to God. For the
present, travel throughout the northern states, and in the win-
ter season hasten to the states in the south. Your service should
consist of eloquent speeches delivered in gatherings wherein ye
may promulgate the divine teachings. If possible, undertake at
some time a voyage to the Hawaiian Islands.

The events which have transpired were all recorded fifty years
ago in the Tablets of Baha'u’llah—Tablets which have been
printed, published and spread throughout the world. The
teachings of Baha’u’llah are the light of this age and the spirit
of this century. Expound each of them at every gathering.

The first is investigation of truth,

The second, the oneness of mankind,
The third, universal peace,
The fourth, conformity between science and divine revelation,

The fifth, abandonment of racial, religious, worldly and po-
litical prejudices, prejudices which destroy the foundation of
mankind.

The sixth is righteousness and justice,
The seventh, the betterment of morals and heavenly education,
The eighth, the equality of the two sexes,

The ninth, the diffusion of knowledge and education,

The tenth, economic questions,

5 and so on and so forth. Strive that souls may attain unto the

light of guidance and hold fast unto the hem of Baha’u’llah.
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The letter thou hast enclosed was perused. When man’s soul is
rarified and cleansed, spiritual links are established, and from
these bonds sensations felt by the heart are produced. The hu-
man heart resembleth a mirror. When this is purified human
hearts are attuned and reflect one another, and thus spiritual
emotions are generated. This is like the world of dreams when
man is detached from things which are tangible and experi-
enceth those of the spirit. What amazing laws operate, and
what remarkable discoveries are made! And it may even be
that detailed communications are registered...

Finally, I hope that in Chicago the friends may become united
and may illumine that city, for therein the dawn of the Cause
appeared, and in this lieth its preference over other cities.
Therefore it must be held in respect; perchance it may, God
willing, be freed from all spiritual afflictions, and may attain
unto perfect health and become a center of the Covenant and
Testament.
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To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Thou hast expressed satisfaction with the Convention, that this
gathering hath been the means of the elevation of the Cause
of God and the demonstration of the power of His Word. The
greatness of the Cause will clear away these differences and
may be compared to health in the body of man which, when
established, cureth all disease and weakness. Our hope is that
no trace of opposition may remain; but some of the friends
in America are restless in their fresh ambitions and strive and
seek under the ground and in the air to discover anything that
breedeth dissension.

Praise be to God, all such doors are closed in the Cause
of Baha'u’llah for a special authoritative Center hath been
appointed—a Center that solveth all difficulties and wardeth
off all differences. The Universal House of Justice, likewise,
wardeth off all differences and whatever it prescribeth must
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be accepted and he who transgresseth is rejected. But this
Universal House of Justice which is the Legislature hath not
yet been instituted.

Thus it is seen that no means for dissension hath been left, but
carnal desires are the cause of difference as it is the case with
the violators. These do not doubt the validity of the Covenant
but selfish motives have dragged them to this condition. It is
not that they do not know what they do—they are perfectly
aware and still they exhibit opposition.

In short, the ocean of the Covenant is tumultuous and wide. It
casteth ashore the foam of violation and thus rest ye assured.
Be engaged in the furtherance of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and
prepare the means for the diffusion of the divine fragrances.
Be not engaged in anything but this, for otherwise thou shalt
dissipate thine attention and the work will not advance.
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To: Louis G Gregory, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letters were re-
ceived. Indeed, you rendered many services at this year’s Con-
vention and endured hardships beyond your capacity. You
traveled before and after the Convention and served through
other means as well. You have not a moment’s rest. You and
your respected wife have dedicated your lives to service to the
Kingdom, and it is certain that you will be assisted and con-
firmed.

Strive with heart and soul to create fellowship between black
and white and to prove the Baha’i unity - that colors have ab-
solutely no importance, rather it is hearts that matter. Praise
be to God that the hearts of the friends are united and in agree-
ment, whether one is from the East or West, South or North,
whether German or French, Japanese or American, white or
black, red or yellow or brown. Differences of color, homeland
and race have no significance in the Baha’i Cause. Rather, the
Baha’i unity prevails over all and eliminates all these illusions.
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To: Kaukab H A Maccutcheon, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O radiant star! Your letter arrived. As before, associate with
Mrs. True and assist with the affairs of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
to the extent possible. And strive for unity and harmony be-
tween black and white, so that colors have no significance, but
rather all may look to the hearts. Hearts must be luminous
and pure and white, not the body. How many blacks have
outpaced whites in the arena of faith, and how many whites
due to black hearts have remained deprived of divine favors.

In any case, there are five races on earth: the white race, the
black race, the brown race, the yellow race, and the red race.
Like doves - they too have different varieties. But in the world
of doves, difference of color has no significance. Rather white
and black and yellow and purple and red and blue doves all
associate in perfect fellowship and love. And yet they are ani-
mals. How can humans, who possess reason and consciousness,
be bound by these colors? This is heedlessness, this is igno-
rance, and this is contrary to true humanity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#10 p.165
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AB04710

To: George Townshend, in Ahascragh
Date: 1919-Jul-24

O thou who art thirsty for the fountain of truth! Thy letter
was received and the story of thy life became known. Praise
be to God, thou wert always, like unto a nightingale, seeking
the divine rose garden, and like the verdure of the meadow,
longing for the drops from the cloud of guidance. Therefore
thou didst pass through various states until at last thou didst
reach the fountainhead of truth. Thou didst brighten thine
eyes and make thy heart a rose garden and flower bed. Thou
didst chant the verses of guidance and turn towards the fire
kindled in Mount Sinai. Now I pray for thee, that the fire
of love may blaze in thy heart and spiritual vibrations may
appear in thy being, so that thou mayest move and soar, reach
the true Beloved, sacrifice thy soul for the Beloved of the world,

and dedicate thy life to the diffusion of the divine fragrances.

If thou attainest to such bounty, thou shalt become a sign of

guidance and a bright candle in the assemblage of humanity.

Thou shalt receive baptism with the spirit of life and the fire
of the love of God, seek second birth from the realm of nature,
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and attain eternal life. Upon thee be the most glorious Glory. N
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ABTM.009 AKHA 106BE #09 p.03, AKHA 109BE
#08 p.11, AHB 120BE #07 p.253,

ANDA#47 p.34, MYD.578, DVB5.160

To: Howard C lves, in Allentown, PA
Date: 1919-Jul-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter thou hadst
written on 2 May 1919 was received. Praise thou God that
in tests thou art firm and steadfast and art holding fast to
the Abha Kingdom. Thou art not shaken by any affliction or
disturbed by any calamity. Not until man is tried doth the
pure gold distinctly separate from the dross. Torment is the
fire of test wherein the pure gold shineth resplendently and the
impurity is burned and blackened. At present thou art, praise
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be to God, firm and steadfast in tests and trials and art not
shaken by them.

Thy wife is not in harmony with thee, but praise be to God,
the Blessed Beauty is pleased with thee and is conferring upon
thee the utmost bounty and blessings. But still try to be pa-
tient with thy wife, perchance she may be transformed and
her heart may be illumined. The contribution thou hast made
for teaching is highly acceptable and it shall be eternally men-
tioned in the divine Kingdom for it is the cause of the diffusion
of fragrances and the exaltation of the Word of God....
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To: Mrs Aubrey J Kempner, in Urbana, IL
Date: 1919-Jul-25

O thou who art turning thy face to God! Thy letter was re-
ceived. From its contents it became known that thy wish is to
serve the poor. What wish better than this! Those souls who
are of the Kingdom eagerly wish to be of service to the poor,
to sympathize with them, to show kindness to the miserable
and to make their lives fruitful. Happy art thou that thou hast
such a wish.

Convey on my behalf to thy two children the utmost kindness
and love. Their letters have been received but, as I have no
time, separate letters cannot be written at present. Show them
on my behalf the utmost kindness.

SWAB#080
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To: May Mazwell, in Canada
Date: 1919-Jul-25

O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

The detailed answer to thy letter was written before, and now a
new letter from thee hath arrived. Thou hadst written concern-
ing the convention which thou art going to establish in Canada
in the months of September and October. This is highly ad-
visable and I pray God that thou mayest be confirmed and
assisted. But this is conditioned upon thy taking care of thy
health and the providing of whatever conduces to thy comfort,
health and prosperity.

Upon thee be Baha’il Abha.

MAX.363b

AB09210

To: William F Kyle, in Red Wing, MN
Date: 1919-Jul-25

O servant of God! Your letter was received and I prayed for
you and beseeched the Kingdom of God that you may become
detached from attachment to this world and become severed,
and be mindful of the eternal Kingdom. This world’s founda-
tion is built upon wind and has no end. One should attend
to the affairs of this world only to the extent necessary and
spend the remaining time on the Kingdom of God, so that
eternal illumination may be achieved and everlasting existence
obtained. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v114#16 p.277-278
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To: Ruth Clows, in Atchison, KS
Date: 1919-Jul-25

O seeker of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. You had
written that “I am not worthy” Who is worthier than you?
If you were not worthy, you would not have turned to God
and would not have yearned to enter His Kingdom. Your very
worthiness led you to seek until this bounty and gift embraced
you. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v10#17 p.319

AB00948

To: Elizabeth Herrick, in London
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O daughter of the Kingdom! Thy letter hath come and its
contents make clear the fact that thou hast directed all thy
thoughts toward acquiring light from the realms of mystery.
So long as the thoughts of an individual are scattered he will
achieve no results, but if his thinking be concentrated on a
single point wonderful will be the fruits thereof.

One cannot obtain the full force of the sunlight when it is
cast on a flat mirror, but once the sun shineth upon a concave
mirror, or on a lens that is convex, all its heat will be con-
centrated on a single point, and that one point will burn the
hottest. Thus is it necessary to focus one’s thinking on a single
point so that it will become an effective force.

Thou didst wish to celebrate the Day of Ridvan with a feast,
and to have those present on that day engage in reciting Tablets
with delight and joy, and thou didst request me to send thee a
letter to be read on that day. My letter is this:

O ye beloved, and ye handmaids of the Merciful! This is the day
when the Day-Star of Truth rose over the horizon of life, and
its glory spread, and its brightness shone out with such power
that it clove the dense and high-piled clouds and mounted the
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skies of the world in all its splendour. Hence do ye witness a
new stirring throughout all created things.

See how, in this day, the scope of sciences and arts hath
widened out, and what wondrous technical advances have been
made, and to what a high degree the mind’s powers have in-
creased, and what stupendous inventions have appeared.

This age is indeed as a hundred other ages: should ye gather
the yield of a hundred ages, and set that against the accumu-
lated product of our times, the yield of this one era will prove
greater than that of a hundred gone before. Take ye, for an
example, the sum total of all the books that were ever written
in ages past, and compare that with the books and treatises
that our era hath produced: these books, written in our day
alone, far and away exceed the total number of volumes that
have been written down the ages. See how powerful is the in-
fluence exerted by the Day-Star of the world upon the inner
essence of all created things!

But alas, a thousand times alas! The eyes see it not, the ears
are deaf, and the hearts and minds are oblivious of this supreme
bestowal. Strive ye then, with all your hearts and souls, to
awaken those who slumber, to cause the blind to see, and the
dead to rise.
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AB03462

To: Mary Hall, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O cherished maid-servant of God! Your letters arrived. God
willing, this time that you have returned from the Theosophists
to the Baha’is, you will remain firm and steadfast to such a
degree that even if all who are on earth were to gather together
and wish to cause you to deviate from the path of Baha'u’llah
by as much as a hair’s breadth, they would be unable to do so.
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Consider how in the time of Christ, the Pharisees and those
who were first Christians but later deviated, like Judas Iscariot
and his companions, [...] how much they cast doubts about
the Cause of Christ to make the faithful souls turn away and
deviate. However, these doubts and people of doubt were like
the foam of the sea - the sea of Christ surged and surged and
cast these foams from the sea onto the desert, for foam has no
permanence while the sea endures.

Praise be to God that your eyes have been brightened again
and your ears have become hearing. You have investigated
truth and discovered the Cause of Baha’u’llah. I hope that day
by day the outpourings of the Kingdom will successively reach
your heart, and day by day you will become more steadfast
and become the cause of guidance for others.

As for presence in the Holy Land, these days it is very difficult
to travel and there is not yet comfort and stability here either.
God willing, peace and tranquility will be achieved and travel
will become easy, then you will be present. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v104#14 p.270

AB03416

To: Cora E Gray, in Urbana, IL
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letters were received. Their contents indicated that thy
mother has ascended the invisible realm, that thou hast re-
mained alone. Thy wish is to serve thy father who is dear
to thee and also to serve the Kingdom of God and thus thou
art perplexed as to which of two thou shouldst engage in. As-
suredly engage in service to thy father and meanwhile whenever
thou findest time diffuse the Divine Fragrances.

I looked attentively at the picture of Mr. Vail’s residence; it
is indeed a fine place and the residence is ever blessed by the
presence of its occupant. I beg God that it may be again a
center of the diffusion of Divine Fragrances and the chanting
of the Divine Utterances.
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I prayed to God on behalf of the two children whose pictures
thou hadst sent that they may grow in the Divine Kingdom.
The picture of Elisabeth Hackley was also perused. It is evident
that this maidservant is endowed with a great capacity. If she
becomes intoxicated with the Love of God, she will in reality
progress for she is highly capable. Convey to Mrs. Paine, Mrs.
Harding and Mrs. Munz the glorious Abha greeting and extend
the utmost kindness on my behalf.

The Tablet of Green Acre dated Oct. 26th 1916 is authentic.

Upon thee be Greeting and praise.
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AB04006

To: Gift, Mr et al., in Peoria, IL
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O two guides of souls! Your letter was received. It showed that
you are sacrificing yourselves in the path of the Kingdom and
have completely effaced and annihilated yourselves. You have
no desire except the good-pleasure of God and no hope except
in the Lord. You strive to guide souls and become the cause of
illumining hearts. This is a great bounty - arise in thanksgiving
for it, for its beneficial results are unlimited. Among them is
the perpetuation of good remembrance and the attainment of
the greatest bounty in the Abha Kingdom.

To those souls who have become attracted to the divine teach-
ings - Mrs. Dowell, Miss Cook, Mr. Golden and Mrs. White -
convey my greetings, love and kindness. Convey my greetings
to Mrs. Faber and tell her: Do not be sorrowful, do not be
grieved, do not sit in sadness, do not weep, do not wail, for this
world is a mortal world. All of us will transfer from this world
to another world. Your dear daughter is accepted at the divine
threshold and is immersed in the sea of pardon and forgiveness
and in the world of mysteries is submerged in lights.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v10#19 p.342
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AB04669

To: Charles Hall, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O thou servant of God! Thy letter was received. Its contents
were lofty and sublime, and its aim high and far-reaching.

The world of humanity is in need of great improvement, for
it is a material jungle wherein trees without fruit flourish and
useless weeds abound. If at all there is a tree that beareth fruit
it is overshadowed by the fruitless ones, and if a flower groweth
in this jungle it is hidden and concealed.

The world of mankind is in need of expert gardeners who may
convert these forests into delectable rose gardens, may sub-
stitute for these barren trees ones that yield fruit, and may
replace these useless weeds with roses and fragrant herbs.

Thus active souls and vigilant people rest neither by day nor
by night; they strive to be closely linked to the divine Kingdom
and thereby become the manifestations of infinite bounty and
ideal gardeners for these forests. Thus the world of humanity
will be wholly transformed and the merciful bounties become
manifest.

SWAB#224, SW__v11#05 p.091
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AB05647

To: Oscar S Hinckley, in Newark
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O servant of the Kingdom of God! Your letter was received.
Its contents indicated that during the war when the world was
full of turmoil and sedition, you were, in utmost peace and
composure, engaged in servitude at the threshold of the Lord
of Hosts and were occupied with service to the Kingdom. You
had no desire except for the illumination of the human world
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and no point of focus except the exaltation of the Word of God
and the spread of the heavenly teachings. Therefore you were
confirmed and assisted. Please convey my utmost kindness and
respect to Dr. Guthrie and Mr. Ledoux. In the middle of the
night at dawn I supplicate and implore at the threshold of the
All-Knowing God and beg for aid, grace and boundless bounty.
It is certain that they will be assisted by the heavenly hosts
and confirmed with divine spirit.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v114#10 p.165-166

AB06745

To: Kathrine Pauline Pecke, in Cleveland
Date: 1919-Jul-26

O Daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Praise
be to God, it indicated complete firmness and steadfastness. It
befits you to be a herald of the Covenant and Testament and
to be attracted to the divine fragrances. The gathering you
have arranged in your home is a heavenly gathering, for the
Sun of Truth has cast its rays upon it. In that gathering the
mention of God is spread abroad, hearts are turned toward the
divine Kingdom, and eyes are opened to witness the signs of the
All-Merciful. Persist in holding this gathering and strive day
by day to strengthen its foundations and organize its affairs.
My hope is that this gathering may become, in that region, a
source of divine outpourings and the cause of the manifestation
of divine illumination and the education of human souls. Upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v104:14 p.270-271
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To: Louise Herman, in New York

Date: 1919-Jul-26

O thou humble and lowly soul! andls fansle gl 1

Thy letter was received. Thou wert exceedingly ashamed of
thyself and wert wholly detached of thyself for thou dost con-
sider thyself a sinner. This very condition of humility, lowli-
ness and confession of thine own sin is indicative of the purity
and sanctity of thy soul, for every sinner consider himself an
eminent person and every eminent person considers himself
a sinner. This is the criterion. I hope therefore that at the
Divine Threshold thou mayest secure favor, may become con-
nected with the Kingdom by ideal ties and may daily progress
so that thou mayest be accepted in the Sight of His Holiness
Baha’u’llah!

Upon thee be Baha’el Abha!
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AB12110

To: Jane E Whyte, in London
Date: 1919-Jul-29

O respected daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received.
Its contents were full of novel meanings and indicated that,
praise be to God, being attracted to the Kingdom, you have
no attachment to the material world. Your ultimate hopes
and desires are the progress and enlightenment of the human
world. In the material world there is nothing but lethargy,
rigidity and coldness, but the heat of the Sun of Truth rising
from the horizon of the Kingdom will dispel this coldness and
perfect the warmth of the love of God. This is why Christ says
the body is sorrowful because it belongs to the material world
and has attachment to the material world, but the spirit is
joyful because it partakes of the effusions of the divine realm.
Now praise be to God that your heart is gladdened by the
glad-tidings of God and your spirit is attracted to the breaths
of God.
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2 You had written that you have not forgotten our previous
meeting. I too remember the days I was in Scotland - they
were filled with the utmost joy and delight. I will never forget
them. The war years were as you wrote - the world was in
utmost upheaval and turmoil. Now some regions have been
freed, and furthermore it has become evident to all human-
ity that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s talks in Europe and America were the
very truth when He cried out that the continent of Furope
was like an arsenal and powder magazine, a storehouse of ex-
plosive materials dependent on a single spark to detonate and
throw the earth into turmoil. “O ye wise ones! Strive that
you may be able to prevent this flood!” And likewise, what-
ever was revealed in the Tablets of Baha’u’llah fifty years ago,
published and spread throughout the world, that too has been
fulfilled. What was addressed to Berlin and the German Em-
peror in the Kitab-i-Aqdas was fulfilled, and likewise what was
addressed to Constantinople and the Ottoman Sultan was ful-
filled, as well as the other blessed utterances in the Surih of the
Temple, until all creation became convinced in heart and soul
that the Great War is the cause of destruction while peace is
the cause of prosperity; war demolishes the edifice of human-
ity while peace establishes the divine foundation; war is death
while peace is life; war is satanic suggestions while peace is
divine inspirations.

3 In short, this terrible war also had such consequences. I was
deeply grieved by Robert’s martyrdom on the battlefield,
but that innocent youth hastened to the embrace of the
Self-Subsisting Lord, and that self-sacrificing one for humanity
soared to the vicinity of the merciful favors of the All-Merciful.
That smiling new blossom was transferred to the garden of
the All-Merciful, and I supplicate and implore for him at
the divine Kingdom that he may be immersed in the sea of
forgiveness and infinite favors.

Mr. Father Nicola Velimirovic has not yet come to these parts.
Whenever he comes, the utmost consideration will be shown
to him. Major Tudor Pole is truly in the utmost sincerity
of intention and is a servant of humanity. We too have great
longing to meet you, but your respected spouse also needs your
presence there, therefore we do not ask you to come. Your
eldest son is truly very ambitious and zealous. I pray to God
that all may be successful.
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5 This severe war has caused many to become thirsty for the

divine teachings and to investigate reality, for the teachings
of Baha'u’llah are the spirit of this age and the remedy for
humanity’s inner ailments. Surely the investigation of truth
causes the abolition of all traditions. When traditions are re-
moved, the oneness of humanity will become manifest and ev-
ident, and it will become clear that true religion is the cause
of fellowship and unity among humanity, not the cause of un-
kindness and savagery. Through the power of true religion,
ignorant prejudices will not remain, such as religious preju-
dice, national prejudice, racial prejudice, and political preju-
dice. These illusions will be dispelled and the light of reality
will shine forth. Science and religion will embrace each other.
The legitimate rights of women will be realized. In Furope
and America, women are truly respected but their legitimate
rights have not yet reached the degree of perfection, for their
education in sciences and arts is not yet complete, and so forth
from the divine teachings which are truly the life of the world
and humanity today.

The establishment of universal peace - universal peace must
be realized as it should be through the power and might of the
penetration of the Word of God. My hope is that soon it will
be established as it ought to be and should be. Now it is the
beginning of dawn, a little light has appeared, but through the
penetration of the Word of God, the reality of universal peace
will shine forth like the sun.

O respected lady! Strive, sacrifice yourself, and endeavor to
your utmost that the breaths of the Holy Spirit may influence
hearts and humanity may attain comfort as it should and ought
to be. The teachings of the Kingdom will become like two
wings for humanity, and humanity will soar in this infinite
atmosphere and attain new progress each moment. Convey my
utmost love and kindness to the respected lady Mrs. Cropper.
I always remember her and pray for her. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Sara Louisa Blomfield, in London
Date: 1919-Jul-29

O star shining with the Light of Faith!

The letter which thou hadst written on 19th June 1919 was
received. And the bunch of flowers which you took with your-
self to the meeting where Major Tudor Pole was present the
delicious fragrance of those flowers reached to the nostrils of
the spiritual ones.

Do not be grieved because of the death of your respected
mother. Because she flew from the world full of darkness to
a luminous world. She flew from a narrow prison to the lofty
realm. T’ll ask (with the utmost of humility and lamentation)
from the Threshold of God forgiveness and pardon for her, so
that she may be submerged in the world of mystery and the
sea of lights. And for thy dear son I shall also supplicate and
implore so that he may have a luminous heart and a divine
spirit, and may be assisted with unlimited bounties.

The speech which thou gave in the ladies’ meeting was indeed
very eloquent and lucid. And also the speech which thou gave
in the ladies’ philosophical meeting and explained the princi-
ples of the divine Teachings. It was wonderful and eloquent. I
ask God that thou (mayest be able) to give the Divine Teach-
ings which are the spirit of this age and the light of this century
in numerous meetings. Because this twentieth century of the
Christian Era is like a body and the Teachings of His Holiness
Bahaullah like the Spirit.

I have not explained until now all the Teachings of His Holiness
Bahaullah in one speech because it is not possible. I gave them
in numerous talks. God willing I shall collect these Teachings
(in one talk) and will send them to thee. However as much as
thou can spread these Teachings so that the sleepy ones may
awake, the blind may have sight and the dead may become
alive.

Praise be to God that whatever (which) was written in the
Tablets of His Holiness Bahaullah fifty years ago and was pub-
lished and spread in those days all have come to pass. What-
ever (that) is written in Ketab-el-Aqdas (the Book of Laws)
and (whatever written) in Ketab-el-Haykal (the Book of the
Temple) have been fulfilled. Now Universal Peace and the
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great Tribunal which are (from) Divine Teachings we hope
will be established. It is now the beginning of the dawn of
Peace. Some light has spread. But we hope that the Sun of
Universal peace may shine so that all the Universe (that is)
the world of Creation may become at ease. This is impossible
save through the word of God. The devices of politicians have
great effects/power but on the condition that they are influ-
enced by the help of the word of God and the assistance of the
Holy Spirit. Because without them this complete foundation
cannot be established (every day with some pretext commo-
tion occurred). Now praise be to God this is the beginning
of the establishment of all these things. We hope that with a
strength Heavenly, a power Divine, and a bounty everlasting
this foundation my be completely settled, and may reach to
the highest point.

The days when I was in London will not be forgotten especially
those meetings which were held at your house. They are always
(in my) mind.

The talks which were given about the ‘rights of women’, praise
be to God, now their signs have appeared!

To the maid-servant of God Parvin, the maid-servant of God
Noorieh, the maid-servant of God Hamsayeh, and the maid-
servant of God Vardieh convey the utmost of kindness from
me.

Encourage your daughters whether in the house of elsewhere
in speaking. Give them a chance so that they also may speak.

Convey to all the Baha’i’s and the maid-servants of god who
are in London the glorious ABHA greetings from me. Convey
from me to Johan Dawud the glorious ABHA greeting.

But my journey is not decided yet.

Upon thee be Baha El Abha

LBLT.193x, LBLT.197-198x
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To: Gertrude Buikema, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-29

O dear handmaiden of God! Your letter was received. From
its contents it became known that you desire to serve the Star
of the West, and this desire stems from nobility of nature and
is worthy of utmost praise and is accepted and commended in
the divine Kingdom.

In truth, Mr. Windust has until now shown the utmost effort
in organizing the Star of the West, and I am very pleased
with him. Now both you and he should, as before, strive in
arranging and publishing the Star of the West.

However, means of livelihood are necessary for both of you.
You cannot currently dedicate all your time to this. Therefore,
serve the Star of the West to the extent possible, and do not
abandon your work for livelihood matters, until such time as
the Star of the West becomes so well-established that it can
cover your necessary expenses. At that time, if you leave other
work and focus exclusively on the Star of the West, it would
certainly be better. But now you are compelled to attend to
other work as well for means of livelihood.

Due to lack of time this is written briefly. Discuss and consult
about any matter that arises in the Star of the West commis-
sion, and whatever you consider appropriate and suitable, hold
fast to that. Convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf
to Dr. Zia and Mr. Windust. The seven volumes of Star of
the West were received and your effort is worthy of praise.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v10413 p.248-249, SW_ v11#11 p.198
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AB03251

To: Baha’i Assemblies of the Central States, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Jul-29

O faithful friends and maidservants of the Most Merciful!
Truly, you are sacrificing your lives in the path of the Kingdom
and have no desire except to spread the lights throughout all
regions. You are true farmers, sowing seeds of guidance in
the soil of hearts. Rest assured you will be successful and
confirmed. The skilled farmer’s crops are always blessed -
he finds pure and good soil, sows seeds, provides water, and
always receives heavenly blessings. Praise be to God, you
are skilled farmers. Your fields are hearts. You sow seeds of
the love of God and water them from the spring of divine
knowledge, trusting in the Sun of Truth that its heat and
rays will nurture this blessed crop, and the breeze of bounty
will blow and the dew of grace will fall, giving this cultivation
freshness, beauty and blessing. The earthly farmer, when he
plants, harvests once, but the heavenly farmer plants once
and reaps abundant harvests forever. I beseech divine favors
that this second convention in the Central States will achieve
the utmost influence and be confirmed with the assistance
and grace of the Supreme Concourse, and that great results
will be obtained.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL__ATE#202x, SW_ v10#13 p.247-248
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To: Baha’is of Balakhan
Date: 1919-Jul-30

O friends of God and maidservants of the Merciful! Praise be
to God that divine protection has arrived and the closed path
has reopened. The gates have been unlocked and we can cor-
respond again. In those days when the fire of war was aflame
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and the homes of the world’s people were burned, when earth-
quake struck the foundations of the world, when the earth was
stained red with the blood of precious youth, when structures
collapsed and edifices were destroyed, when millions of moth-
ers tore their collars in mourning for their sons and cried out
with tear-filled eyes, when millions of fathers lost their sons and
millions of sons lost their fathers, when orphans were left desti-
tute and grief-stricken women became confused and distressed
- in such times, the light of the Ancient Beauty’s protection
shone upon the friends in all regions. All were preserved in
an impregnable fortress, protected from all calamities, except
for a very few cases which occurred due to lack of prudence.
This preservation, protection, security and comfort was due
to the blessing of the sacred teachings, whereby the friends
of God in no region interfered in political affairs, but rather
spent their time in supplication and prayer, turning to the glo-
rious Kingdom, striving for the good of all, serving humanity,
experiencing spiritual attractions and divine inspirations.

Now in thanksgiving for this great bounty and supreme protec-
tion, you must embrace one another and like devoted lovers kiss
and embrace each other with utmost love and affection. Let
such unity and oneness emerge that it remains firm and stead-
fast forever like an impregnable fortress. Let all strangers and
ill-wishers who are now rejoicing at your differences weep from
the intensity of their regret at your unity and oneness, saying
that this minor difference led to complete unity and this slight
estrangement resulted in eternal oneness. In short, those spir-
itual friends and divine beloved ones must kindle such a flame
of unity that the Concourse on High will praise it, the Ancient
Beauty will proclaim from the Kingdom of Glory “Blessed are
you, O My loved ones,” and ‘Abdu’l-Baha will attain the ut-
most joy and gladness. The Holy Land awaits the arrival of
this joyous news. The choice is now yours. Upon you be the
Most Glorious Light of God.

O my God! These are servants whom You have chosen for Your
love, selected for Your knowledge, preferred for Your service,
elected for the exaltation of Your Word, guided to the law of
Your favors, and led to the springs of Your bounty and benev-
olence. O Lord! Aid them to concord, remove discord from
them, and make their unity manifest throughout all regions
until they derive from the Sun of Effulgence the lights of unity
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of hearts, unity of souls, unity of spirits, and harmony of bod-
ies, so they may become a single community protected from
the oppression of the people of discord and the whisperings
of the people of hypocrisy. Verily You are the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Forgiving, the Pardoning, the Bestower.
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To: Baha’is of Batum, in Anar
Date: 1919-Jul-30

O ye who are sincere! O ye who are enraptured! O ye who
are steadfast in the Covenant and Testament! Praised be God
that the barred path hath been cleared and communication
hath been reestablished. Joyful news hath been received from
the friends in those lands, bearing the tidings that they are
steadfast in the Cause of the Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting Lord,
and stand as firm as a lofty and immovable mountain in faith
and certitude.

Until now, it was not possible to travel and pass through that
port, but, praised be God, in these days some friends have ar-
rived from those regions and brought with them joyful tidings.
Henceforth, the movement of the friends to and from those
lands shall continue unabated. It is my hope that that port
city may become illumined, the number of the friends therein
may increase with every passing day, and souls may gather be-
neath the shadow of the Word of God, chant the verses of His
Divine Unity, make the preserved Tablet of the Covenant an
adornment around their necks, and attire their heads with the
crown of firmness and the diadem of steadfastness. May they
kindle the fire of love and burn away the veils of doubt, so that
the beauty of the Divine Teachings may be fully unveiled, may
shine like a bright candle in every gathering, and may reveal
its splendour in every assembly.

Owing to the recent war and the great convulsion that ensued,
souls that were fast asleep have been awakened, the heedless
have become mindful, and the fame of the Divine Teachings
hath been diffused throughout all regions. After fifty years,
that which was promised in the Kitab-i-Aqdas and the Suriy-
i-Haykal hath been fulfilled and realized, and the significance
of the words addressed to Berlin hath become as apparent and
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manifest as the clear horizon. The mystery of the words of
warning to Wilhelm hath been made evident, and the address
to the “Spot situated between the two seas” hath become as
manifest as the sun and moon in the heavens. The verse “the
throne of tyranny hath, verily, been established upon thee”
and the great prophecies and momentous happenings foretold
by the Pen of the Most High have all come to pass.

In brief, it hath become apparent to all that the spirit of the
age and the well-being of this century are today dependent
upon the Teachings revealed by the Pen of Glory. Even the
President established fourteen points as the foundation of the
League of Nations.1 Twelve of these were, fifty years ago, ex-
plicitly revealed by the Pen of the Most High, were dissemi-
nated throughout the world by means of newspapers and epis-
tles, and the prominent people of Europe and America were
apprised thereof.

Our purpose is this, that the time hath come for the friends,
one and all, to arise to guide the people, and to lead the souls
aright by their conduct, their deeds, and their words. Should
they arise to do so, confirmations from the Kingdom of Glory
shall descend upon them continually and the sweet savours of
holiness shall be spread abroad.

The Glory of the Glories rest upon you!

BRL__ATE#091
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Study guide to this volume

The summer of 1919 arrives as the world stands between catastrophe and hope. The Paris Peace
Conference has concluded its principal work; the Treaty of Versailles bears fresh signatures; and
the Covenant of the League of Nations is being debated in senates and parliaments across the
globe. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, who had survived four years of wartime siege in the Haifa—Akka area under
the shadow of Jamal Pasha’s threats, now resumes his prolific correspondence with an intensity
that only post-war liberation could release. This volume spans June and July of 1919 and gathers
letters and utterances addressed to individual believers, communities, and nascent institutions
across North America, Persia, Turkey, the Caucasus, and the Pacific. A single conviction organizes
the whole: the Covenant of Baha'u’llah is the living artery in the body of the post-war world,
and every aspiration—for peace, for justice, for spiritual community, for social reform—must pass
through its discipline or dissolve into faction and noise. Throughout, ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes with
the clarity of a figure approaching the end of his earthly work, summoning the community he has
tended across decades toward a global mission that the catastrophe of the war has now rendered
both possible and urgent.

The Covenant as the Lifeblood of the World

Key Passages

Today the pulsating force in the arteries of the body of the world is the spirit of the
Covenant, which is the cause of life. Whoever is alive through this spirit possesses the
freshness and grace of life, has been baptized by the Holy Spirit, has experienced the
second birth, and has been delivered from rebellion, transgression, heedlessness and
enmity which cause the death of the spirit, and has attained eternal life. — AB02880

Walk, therefore, with a sure step and engage with the utmost assurance and confidence
in the promulgation of the divine fragrances, the glorification of the Word of God
and firmness in the Covenant. Rest ye assured that if a soul ariseth in the utmost
perseverance and raiseth the Call of the Kingdom and resolutely promulgateth the
Covenant, be he an insignificant ant he shall be enabled to drive away the formidable
elephant from the arena, and if he be a feeble moth he shall cut to pieces the plumage
of the rapacious vulture. — ABO03780

The power of the Covenant is like unto the heat of the sun which vivified all earthly
beings and caused them to grow and to thrive. Likewise the Light of the Covenant
trains and uplifts the world of minds, of souls, of hearts and of spirits. — AB03250
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Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha returns to the image of the Covenant again and again in this volume, always with a
biological or cosmological metaphor that renders it a force of nature rather than a merely legal ar-
rangement. The arterial image of AB02880 is especially striking: the world is compared to a body,
and the Covenant is the rhythmic pulse that drives life through it. This is a reversal of the Aris-
totelian tradition in which the political body is organized around law and reason; here, life precedes
law, and the Covenant’s animating function is prior to any institutional form. The ant-and-elephant
image of AB03780 points in the same direction: spiritual power is inversely proportional to worldly
magnitude, and the smallest servant aligned with the Covenant commands a force that political
or intellectual opposition cannot match. Readers familiar with the New Testament will recognize
the echo of Paul’s declaration that “when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10), and
the Synoptic logic of the mustard seed growing into the greatest of shrubs. In Islamic thought, the
Covenant evokes the primordial mithaq of Qur’an 7:172, when all human souls acknowledged God’s
lordship before creation; ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s language implies that the Baha’i Covenant is a renewal
and completion of that original compact. In the Sufi tradition, union with the divine does not
bypass the Covenant but is achieved through fidelity to it, a point that becomes explicit when
‘Abdu’l-Baha describes Covenant-breakers as those who have chosen the death of the spirit. The
third passage (AB03250) moves the analogy from biology to cosmology: the Covenant functions
as sunlight, which neither selects its recipients nor exhausts itself in the giving. What is implied
throughout is a theology of presence: God’s generative power does not operate at a distance from
the community but is mediated continuously and specifically through the Covenant as long as souls
remain open to it.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the Covenant as the “cause of life” and its violation as “the death of
the spirit.” How does this organic language compare with the Islamic doctrine of mithaq (the
primordial covenant of souls), with the Pauline body of Christ in 1 Corinthians 12, and with
Rousseau’s contrat social? Where do these frameworks converge and where do they diverge?

2. The ant and elephant image suggests that spiritual power and worldly power are not merely
different in degree but in kind. Where does this principle appear in the Hebrew prophetic
tradition, in the Sermon on the Mount, and in Sufi accounts of the malamati (the one who is
inwardly great but outwardly reviled)?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha insists that the Covenant is for the protection of Baha’i unity, and he admonishes
communities to hold fast to it as a practical remedy for discord. How does this function
compare with Christian ecclesiology’s appeal to apostolic succession, to the Islamic institution
of the caliphate, and to the rabbinic chain of transmission (mesorah)? What distinguishes a
merely institutional guarantee of unity from a living spiritual covenant?

4. Why does ‘Abdu’l-Baha use the phrase “second birth” and “baptism by the Holy Spirit” in
a letter otherwise written in an Islamic framework? What does his fluid use of Christian
terminology suggest about his understanding of the relationship among revelations?

5. What might it mean for a community today to treat its governing covenant as “the pul-
sating force in the arteries of the body of the world” rather than as a legal instrument or
administrative rule? How would this shift in orientation change practical decision-making?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 158



Vol. 173: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part II (Jun-Jul) Appendix

The Peace Program and the League of Nations

Key Passages

I hope that the members of the League, and especially its benevolent President who seeks
the welfare of humanity, will succeed in establishing, in accordance with the teachings
of Baha'u’llah, a Supreme Tribunal whose members shall be chosen from among all the
nations and governments of the world. This Supreme Tribunal will be the protector and
guarantor of universal peace. Now is the first gleaming of the dawn of universal peace.

The matter of universal peace is but one of the principles of Baha’u’llah’s teachings,
which has its corollaries: the independent investigation of reality and the abandonment
of ancient traditions; the oneness of humanity; religious amity and fellowship, meaning
that religion must be the cause of unity and accord; the conformity of religion with
science and reason; the relinquishment of religious, racial, national, territorial and po-
litical prejudices; the unity of language, meaning the adoption of a universal auxiliary
language so that every person would know two languages — one’s native tongue and
the universal language; the solution of economic problems; the equality of rights be-
tween men and women; the matter of justice and equity; the establishment of a divine
civilization; and many others similar to these. — AB02230

Fifty years ago the pen of the Most High was raised, forbidding all from conflict and
war, inviting them to universal peace, offering loving counsel to friend and stranger alike,
and addressing all the monarchs that war is a disgrace to humanity and that fighting
and savagery belong to the animal world. For in the world, every ruin is a sign of war,
and every prosperity a symbol of peace and reconciliation. Peace is the cause of life,
and war the cause of death. Peace awakens love, while war is the destroyer of affection
and kindness.

Therefore He commanded the formation of a Supreme Tribunal, so that all nations
and governments would elect representatives... From these representatives would be
formed an assembly in the utmost joy and fragrance, establishing the Supreme Tribunal.
All important matters and great problems between nations and governments would be
resolved in this Supreme Tribunal, so that the foundation of war would be destroyed
and humanity would be delivered from this shame and disgrace. — ABO00178

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha greets the League of Nations as a “first gleaming of the dawn,” careful to neither
endorse it uncritically nor dismiss it contemptuously. The phrase situates the new institution at
the threshold of a larger transformation rather than at its completion. This critical affirmation
is structurally significant: ‘Abdu’l-Baha insists that universal peace is not a standalone political
achievement but the visible tip of a much larger program of spiritual and social transformation.
In AB02230 he enumerates more than ten interdependent principles—investigation of truth, elim-
ination of prejudice, equality of the sexes, harmony of religion and science, a universal auxiliary
language, economic reform—as conditions without which any political peace treaty will remain
superficial and reversible. This is a systemic diagnosis: the world’s disorder is not merely a failure
of diplomacy but a failure of civilization, and institutional reform unaccompanied by moral and
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spiritual transformation cannot hold. Kant’s “Perpetual Peace” of 1795 anticipates some of this
logic—the federation of free states as the only durable basis for international order—but Kant
grounds the project in rational autonomy and republican constitutionalism, while ‘Abdu’l-Baha
grounds it in the education of conscience and spiritual sentiment. The Islamic tradition contributes
the concept of sulh (reconciliation and treaty-making as sacred obligations) and the Qur’anic vision
of humanity as a single community (umma wahida) whose division into nations is a divine provi-
sion for recognition rather than for conflict. Jewish prophetic thought—TIsaiah’s vision of nations
streaming to Zion to learn the ways of peace (Isaiah 2:2-4)—runs beneath these passages as a shared
scriptural horizon. What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s version is his insistence that the peace
program cannot be led by statesmen alone; it requires a transformation in religious consciousness,
in educational institutions, in economic arrangements, and in the daily habits of mind that sustain
prejudice.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha presents peace as one outcome of a comprehensive package of spiritual and
social principles. Compare this multi-dimensional vision with Kant’s republican-federalist
model, with the liberal internationalism of Wilson’s Fourteen Points, and with the pacifism
of Tolstoy or the Quakers. What does each tradition identify as the root cause of war, and
how do their prescriptions differ?

2. He distinguishes “the first gleaming of the dawn” from the full sunrise of universal peace. How
does this eschatological patience compare with Jewish prophetic hope (the acharit ha-yamim),
with Christian apocalyptic, and with the Islamic concept of the mahdiyya? What is lost and
what is gained by a long-horizon view of peace?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha lists “the solution of economic problems” alongside spiritual and political princi-
ples as a prerequisite for universal peace. How does this compare with Marxist analyses of war
as rooted in economic competition, with Catholic social teaching’s concept of the universal
destination of goods, and with Islamic zakat as a structural corrective to inequality?

4. The Universal Language principle has attracted both admiration and criticism in the twentieth
century. Evaluate the arguments for and against a universal auxiliary language as a peace
measure, drawing on the history of Esperanto, the philosophical arguments of Leibniz and
Wittgenstein, and the politics of linguistic colonialism.

5. Baha'u’llah’s call for a Supreme Tribunal antedates the League of Nations by some fifty years.
In what ways does the actual history of international institutions from 1919 to the present
bear out ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s qualified optimism and his warnings about the inadequacy of political
machinery alone?

Love as the Animating Principle of Existence

Key Passages

The world of existence is like a body, and the spirit of this body is the love of God. Were
it not for this love, existence would yield no fruit — it would be like a tree without fruit
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and a lamp without light. It is love that has connected all things together. In the
mineral kingdom, the force of attraction is a sign of the power of love. Likewise in the
vegetable kingdom, the growing power and the relationships between individual elements
are expressions of love. Similarly in the animal kingdom, emotional attractions spring
from love. And in the human world, all these connections are present and manifest, and
furthermore the Sun of Reality shines with the lights of love upon hearts and souls. —
AB12289

The mysteries of love are the secrets of the heart, not something perceived by hearing and
sight. They are connected and conditioned upon spiritual sensibilities, not upon worldly
senses. The light of this universal sun makes things visible — it is the manifester of
things, not their discoverer. The light of sight discovers things but does not comprehend
them. The light of truth is the manifester of things, the discoverer of things, and the
comprehender of things. — AB08722

Context for Study

These two short texts, read together, constitute a metaphysics of love that runs from the mineral
kingdom to the divine. The passage from AB12289 is structured as a descending ladder of being:
gravity and molecular attraction in minerals, growth and relationship in plants, emotional bonding
in animals, and the full luminosity of the divine sun in humanity. This is a recognizably Neoplatonic
movement—Ilove as the ontological force that binds each level of being to the level above it—
but ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s version is distinctively empirical. He does not begin with metaphysical first
principles; he begins with observable forces in the natural world and reads love backward, as it
were, into their structure. The consequence is that every physical law of attraction becomes a
sign, a partial disclosure of the love that holds the cosmos together. AB08722 then complicates the
epistemological picture: love’s mysteries are not available to ordinary perception or even to rational
analysis alone. They require “spiritual sensibilities,” a faculty analogous to but irreducible to the
senses or the intellect. The hierarchy of light (manifesting, discovering, comprehending) maps onto
a hierarchy of cognitive powers: physical light reveals surfaces, the eye perceives forms, reason
grasps causes, but only the light of truth comprehends the whole before and after the existence of
things. Ibn ‘Arabi’s metaphysics of love in the Futuhat al-Makkiyya is a clear antecedent: for Ibn
‘Arabi, love (mahabba) is the inner reality of existence, and the world is sustained by God’s love
for the beauty of His own names. The Christian tradition contributes 1 John 4:8—“God is love”—
which turns love from an attribute into a definition of the divine essence. In Plato’s Symposium,
Diotima’s account of eros as the ascending force that carries the soul from beautiful bodies to the
Beautiful Itself offers a further parallel, though Plato’s eros is acquisitive and lacks the overflowing
generosity that ‘Abdu’l-Baha attributes to divine love. What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account
is its simultaneity: love operates at every level of the hierarchy at once, and the human soul does
not need to transcend the lower levels to encounter it—it can be read in a stone as readily as in a
saint.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha traces love through mineral, vegetable, animal, and human kingdoms. Compare
this hierarchical ontology with Aristotle’s De Anima, with the Neoplatonic chain of being, and
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with modern evolutionary accounts of altruism (kin selection, reciprocal altruism). Where do
these frameworks agree, and where does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s appeal to love as a cosmic principle
exceed what natural science can observe?

2. The passage in AB08722 distinguishes three cognitive powers: manifestation, discovery, and
comprehension. How does this hierarchy of knowing compare with Kant’s distinction between
the senses, the understanding, and reason? With the Sufi distinction among ‘“Im al-yagin,
‘ayn al-yaqin, and haqq al-yagin (knowledge by proof, by direct sight, by union)?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the “mysteries of love” as available to spiritual sensibilities rather
than to ordinary perception. What are the conditions for cultivating such sensibilities, and
how do they compare with the Christian practice of contemplative prayer, the Sufi dhikr, and
the Buddhist cultivation of metta (lovingkindness)?

4. Compare the claim that “love has connected all things together” with the Stoic logos as the
rational principle binding the cosmos, with the Vedantic concept of Brahman as the ground
of all being, and with contemporary physics’ account of the four fundamental forces. Where
are the analogies illuminating, and where do they break down?

5. How might the vision of love operating in the mineral kingdom change the way a believer
relates to the material world—to ecological stewardship, to science, to aesthetic experience?

Hardship as Mercy: Trials, Protection, and the Friends of God

Key Passages

O wanderer in God’s pathway! ‘Abdu’l-Baha sometimes causes you to traverse deserts
and wilderness, and sometimes makes you run in rocky mountainous regions. Sometimes
He makes you flow like the sighs of lovers over every height, and sometimes makes you
run like the flood of tears of the yearning ones down every slope — so that you may
acquire complete steadfastness and seek endless firmness. Until one sees every hardship
and becomes afflicted with every difficulty in God’s path, one remains immature and
weak, nameless and deficient. Therefore this hardship is a mercy and this difficulty is
the essence of bounty, for it looks to the ultimate outcome. Until the breast of the earth
is furrowed by iron implements, it cannot be adorned with flowers and sweet herbs. —
AB00566

The friends of God must observe that in this mighty tempest and severe turmoil that
has afflicted all peoples of the world with utmost trials and tribulations — millions
from noble houses and honored families became targets of bullets and swords, lives were
lost, mighty edifices fell, young men rolled in dust and blood while loving fathers wept
and dear mothers rent their garments and innocent children became helpless orphans,
villages were leveled flat, cries and laments arose from all directions, losses and damages
brought down the wealthy — despite all this turmoil and upheaval, the friends of God
in every place remained safe and protected. This protection and preservation was the
result of the teachings of the Blessed Beauty, otherwise in other matters they were equal
with all other peoples, indeed ahead of them in wisdom. — ABO00867
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O Lord! Their days passed while they were oppressed by the tyranny of the heedless
ones, afflicted under the claws of the deniers, forced to migrate from place to place at
all times. O Lord! They drank the cup of tribulation and were subjected to the great
calamity because they believed in You and Your signs on the day when the supreme
catastrophe arose. They had no crime except being enkindled with the fire of Your
love, no sin except being intoxicated with the wine of Your knowledge, no error except
offering their souls in Your path, and no fault except devoting themselves to You, relying
upon You, and clinging to the hem of Your mercy. — ABI12165

Context for Study

These three passages address suffering from three distinct angles: the individual’s spiritual trial
(ABO00566), the collective experience of the wartime community (AB00867), and the prayer for
souls who have endured persecution (AB12165). The governing claim in all three is that suffering
in God’s path has a different structure from ordinary suffering: it is purposive, generative, and
ultimately merciful. In AB00566 the soil metaphor is especially rich—the plowed earth emerges
from furrowing prepared for flowering; the apparent destruction is the very condition of growth.
The text performs an active interpretation that transforms the meaning of hardship—its mode
is insight rather than passive resignation. The same logic governs AB00867’s observation about
the Baha’i community during the Great War: protection arose from the internal reorganization of
desire and action that the divine teachings produce—the Baha’is were as vulnerable as anyone to
bombs and famine, yet the quality of their response to those circumstances differed. The Persian
mystical tradition contributes the concept of bala (trial or affliction) as a form of divine attention
and intimacy—to be tested is to be noticed by God, and the one who escapes all trial may simply
have been overlooked. In Job, suffering is the condition of a divine wager; in the Psalms of Lament,
it is the ground of the most intimate address to God; in Christian martyrology, it becomes the
path of transformation through the cross. ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not romanticize suffering but insists
on distinguishing purposive tribulation from mere misfortune. The prayer of AB12165, offered on
behalf of persecuted Baha'’is, performs this distinction liturgically: the suffering it names is not
presented as meaningless affliction but as the precise form that fidelity to God takes in an age of
hostility. Students will find it instructive to compare this text with the Kaddish of Jewish mourning
practice, which responds to death with an affirmation of divine greatness, and with the Sufi doctrine
that only the soul purified by grief can receive the divine breath.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes hardship as a mercy that looks to the “ultimate outcome.” How
does this teleological interpretation of suffering compare with the theodicy of Leibniz (the
best of all possible worlds), with the protest theology of Elie Wiesel, and with the Buddhist
understanding of dukkha as the starting point of the path to liberation?

2. The soil metaphor suggests that the soul must be broken open before it can become fertile.
Where does this image appear in Christian spiritual writings (particularly the apophatic
tradition), in the Sufi concept of fanaa (annihilation of the ego), and in the Psalms? What
are the spiritual and pastoral dangers of this framework if applied carelessly?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s observation that the Baha'i communities survived the war “through the
blessedness of the divine teachings” (AB00867) attributes protection to a way of life rather
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than to miraculous intervention. Compare this with Max Weber’s Protestant Ethic thesis
(which argues that religious ethics produce worldly outcomes), with the Stoic belief in
the self-sufficiency of virtue, and with modern trauma research on the protective role of
community cohesion.

4. The prayer of AB12165 insists that the persecuted had “no crime” except their faith. How
does this rhetoric of innocent suffering function in prophetic texts, martyrology, and human
rights advocacy? What are its rhetorical and theological strengths, and where might it be
misused?

5. The phrase “night-journeying leads to morning rest” in AB00566 evokes the Qur’anic night
journey (Isra’ wal-Mi’raj) of the Prophet. What work does this intertextual echo do? Does
the context transform the meaning of the Qur’anic reference, and if so, how?

The Pattern of Service: Teaching, Sacrifice, and Eternal Memory

Key Passages

Peter was a mere fisherman yet became supreme. Mary was a village woman yet sur-
passed the queens of the horizons — for hundreds of thousands of queens came and
went, all now lost without trace or mention, while Mary Magdalene still shines like a
star from the horizon of greatest glory. This is eternal life! This is baptism by the Holy
Spirit! This is the second birth that Christ speaks of! — ABO01812

In the depths of dawn, like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, pray at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty
and cry out: “O Kind Lord! I am a weak ant — grant me Solomon’s glory. I am an
evanescent atom — make me manifest through the ray of the Sun of Truth. I am a drop
— bestow upon me the waves of the sea. I am a gnat — make me a soaring eagle of
might. I am lowly — make me precious in Your Kingdom. I am nameless and traceless
— grant me the sign of confirmation.” — AB00411

These few grains of wheat that you scattered in that soil will eventually form great
harvests, and these few souls will become mighty multitudes, nay rather a vast spiritual
army, and this seed through divine cultivation will yield abundant clusters. Be thankful
that you were assisted with such a divine bounty. — AB02709

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters on teaching and service in this volume consistently overturn conventional
measures of significance. Peter the fisherman and Mary Magdalene the village woman outlast every
empress; an ant with spiritual power can defeat an elephant; a few grains of wheat scattered in
Tokyo will eventually yield vast harvests. The operative logic is agricultural and eschatological
simultaneously: seeds require seasons, and the harvest appears long after the sowing. The dawn
prayer of AB00411 is one of the most frequently quoted texts in this volume and deserves close
attention: it is constructed as a series of contrasting pairs in which human weakness (ant, atom,
drop, gnat, lowly, nameless) is placed against divine amplification (Solomon’s glory, the Sun of
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Truth, the waves of the sea, the soaring eagle). The prayer is simultaneously an act of self-emptying
and an act of aspiration; it models the posture that ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes elsewhere as the
precondition of confirmation. In the Christian tradition this rhetorical structure is familiar from
the Magnificat (“He has put down the mighty from their thrones and exalted the lowly”) and from
the Beatitudes. In Sufi teaching, the faqir who acknowledges his utter poverty before God is the one
who receives the divine bounty most completely. The agricultural metaphor of AB02709, addressed
to early teachers in Japan, invokes the Parable of the Sower while adding a distinctively Baha’i
inflection: the sower’s responsibility ends at sowing, but the harvest belongs to “divine cultivation.”
This division of labor—human effort combined with divine confirmation—runs through the entire
volume as a practical theology of service. ‘Abdu’l-Baha himself, in his seventies and exhausted by
decades of imprisonment and travel, models the posture he recommends: he describes the dawn
prayer as his own daily practice, framing it as an invitation to imitation rather than merely a
command.

Questions for Reflection

1. The dawn prayer of AB00411 structures itself around the contrast between human nothingness
and divine amplification. Compare this structure with the Amidah’s opening invocation
of divine greatness alongside human smallness, with the Fatiha’s movement from praise to
petition, and with the kenotic theology of Philippians 2:5-11. What spiritual work does the
acknowledgment of one’s own insignificance accomplish?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha uses the examples of Peter and Mary Magdalene to argue that ordinary people
who serve the Kingdom attain a form of immortality more lasting than that of emperors.
Compare this claim with the Confucian doctrine of ren (benevolence) as the basis of lasting
virtue, with the Greek conception of kleos (glory won through great deeds), and with mod-
ern secular accounts of legacy and historical memory. What makes the Baha’i conception
distinctive?

3. The teaching letter to Japan (AB02709) expresses confidence that “few grains of wheat” will
yield “great harvests.” What does this confidence rest on? Compare it with Paul’s claim in
1 Corinthians 3:6-7 (“I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth”) and with the
Buddhist concept of karmic consequence unfolding across long time spans.

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes his own practice of the dawn prayer as a model for believers to follow.
How does spiritual practice modeled on the teacher’s own life differ from practice modeled on
doctrinal prescription? Where does this imitative pedagogy appear in Sufism, in Christian
monastic tradition, and in Confucianism?

5. What does it mean for a community to measure the success of its service by standards that
will only become visible across generations? How does this long horizon change the psychol-
ogy of effort, the management of disappointment, and the relationship between the present
generation and those who will come after?
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Social Ethics: Capital, Labor, and the Principle of Voluntary Shar-
ing

Key Passages

The Capitalists must be kind toward the Workers and treat them with justice and fair-
ness; and they should appreciate the value of their labour; for labourers are serving the
Capitalists. In the same way labourers ought to be pleased and grateful to the Capital-
ists; for their means of subsistance and comfort depend upon the help of Capitalists. If
there were no Capitalists the labourers would be extremely distressed.

Briefly, both sides must act with reciprocity of justice and equity, so that all may live
in utmost happiness. The Heavenly Teachings solve all these difficulties. — AB04851

The “sharing” and “equality” which are mentioned in the Divine Teachings denote
measures that are undertaken voluntarily; in other words, should anyone of his own
free will have mercy on the poor, and with the utmost gladness bestow upon them his
wealth, such a person is favoured in the Court of Grandeur. And indeed, many of the
loved ones of God have with the utmost joy and gladness bestowed their wealth upon
the poor, practising voluntary sharing in the fullest measure — but of their own free
will. As for the new thoughts current in some European countries, these have to do
with compulsory, not voluntary, dispositions, which are destructive of the body politic,
and a cause of chaos and confusion in all lands. — AB00582

Context for Study

These two texts are part of a larger body of social teaching that ‘Abdu’l-Baha develops across
many letters in this period, and they must be read in tension with each other. AB04851, addressed
to someone working to mediate between capital and labor in an unspecified context, articulates
a principle of mutual recognition and reciprocal obligation: neither class can survive without the
other, and justice requires that each acknowledge this dependence. The framework is closer to the
medieval Catholic concept of the organic social body—in which each estate has its proper function
and dignity—than to either classical liberal economics (which reduces labor to a commodity) or
Marxist analysis (which identifies irreconcilable class interests). AB00582 sharpens the distinction
between voluntary sharing, which is a spiritual act of love, and compulsory redistribution, which
‘Abdu’l-Baha sees as destructive of social order and of the moral fabric that makes genuine generos-
ity possible. The target of his critique is the Bolshevik model (mentioned explicitly elsewhere in
the volume), but the argument has wider application: he is concerned with the difference between
the gift economy as a spiritual practice and the redistributive state as a political program. This
distinction has analogues in Jewish thought—the tzedakah system, which treats charitable giving
as a justice obligation rooted in the divine ownership of all wealth—and in Islamic zakat, which is
obligatory but framed as purification of wealth rather than as confiscation. The key question these
texts raise is whether ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s “voluntary sharing” is practically achievable at the scale of
a global society, or whether it requires the prior spiritual transformation of conscience that the
rest of the volume describes. The most significant contrast is with Rawlsian liberal theory, which
attempts to derive principles of distributive justice from the hypothetical consent of rational agents
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behind a veil of ignorance—a purely procedural approach that ‘Abdu’l-Baha would likely regard as
insufficient in the absence of the moral sentiments that make genuine equality of concern possible.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha grounds economic justice in mutual recognition and reciprocal obligation be-
tween capital and labor. Compare this relational framework with Adam Smith’s invisible
hand, Marx’s theory of surplus value, Catholic social teaching’s concept of the universal des-
tination of goods, and Rawls’s difference principle. Which framework is most adequate to the
actual conditions of the global economy today?

2. The distinction between voluntary and compulsory sharing is central to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s social
teaching. Where does this distinction appear in Islamic zakat and sadaqah, in Jewish tzedakah,
in Christian teaching on almsgiving, and in the philosophical tradition from Aristotle through
Kant on the difference between justice and beneficence? Is there a coherent philosophical case
for treating voluntary generosity as the primary mechanism of economic reform?

)

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha criticizes Bolshevik economics as “compulsory” and “destructive of the body
politic.” From the vantage point of a century of subsequent history, evaluate this judgment.
Where has it been vindicated and where might it be challenged?

4. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s appeal to the “Heavenly Teachings” as the solution to economic
problems differ from religious appeals to natural law (in Thomism), to prophetic critique (in
the Hebrew prophets), and to liberation theology’s “preferential option for the poor”? What
makes his approach distinctive, and what are its limitations?

5. Throughout this volume, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s social and economic teaching is presented as insep-
arable from the spiritual transformation of individuals. Is this sequencing convincing? Can
structural economic reform wait for moral transformation, or do structural arrangements
themselves shape moral consciousness?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This volume was written at a moment of world-historical transition, when old empires had collapsed,
a new international order was being assembled from their ruins, and a community of believers
spread across many cultures was being summoned to a global mission. ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses this
community with equal parts tenderness and urgency: the window of receptivity is open, he insists,
but it will not remain so indefinitely. Throughout, the Covenant operates as both the theological
center and the practical organizing principle of everything else—peace, service, social reform, and
personal transformation all derive their meaning and coherence from it.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the Covenant is the “pulsating
force in the arteries of the body of the world,” what does it mean to be constituted by a
covenant rather than merely governed by one, and how does that difference transform
the way a community understands every dimension of its life—from its daily prayer
at dawn to its engagement with the political structures of a post-war world?
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