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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 174

This August—October 1919 volume shows the postwar reopening entering a phase of acceleration:
letters long delayed are answered, travel resumes, pilgrims and teachers move again, and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha repeatedly insists that the world’s new receptivity must be seized before it fades. AB00578
gives the broad retrospective: the war had darkened the horizons, but the friends remained pro-
tected through the fortress of the divine teachings; now that the “sealed doors” of communication
have opened, the friends must arise with renewed force, since humanity has become thirsty for uni-
versal peace and the divine teachings. AB00937 similarly contrasts the world’s wartime decline with
the continued spread of the Cause, while urging Nur—the ancestral homeland of Baha'u’llah—to
awaken from its long dormancy. AB12112 turns the same postwar urgency toward Tehran, calling
for teaching classes and the training of promising youth, and warning that the receptivity produced
by upheaval will not remain once the upheaval is forgotten. AB01534, addressed to the few believ-
ers in Constantinople, gives one of the volume’s concise enumerations of the “spirit of this age”:
investigation of reality, oneness of humanity, universal peace, religion as love, harmony of science
and religion, abandonment of prejudice, economic justice, equality of women and men, universal
language, universal education, and confirmation by the Holy Spirit.

The Covenant remains the volume’s chief principle of unity and protection. ABO00838 explains
that the interruption of correspondence had allowed some wavering and idle thoughts to arise,
making renewed communication imperative; it then compares present Covenant-breaking to Arius
after Christ and argues that only the explicit Covenant of Baha’u’llah can preserve Baha’i unity
from sectarian fragmentation. ABO00426 gives the same issue in a more historical and personal
register, recalling eyewitness memories of Baha’u’llah’s final days and citing the Kitab-i-Aqdas and
Book of the Covenant to establish the authority of the Center of the Covenant. AB03100 applies
the principle to local discord in Cleveland, stating that no power can remove disunity except the
Covenant, since questions and differences must be referred to the appointed Center.

The volume is rich in doctrinal and historical materials. AB00153, a major commentary on the
“Unity of Existence” and Sufi metaphysics, distinguishes the more philosophically careful Sufis from
popular pantheistic readings, rejects the idea that the divine Essence becomes the world as the sea
becomes waves, and clarifies the Baha’i threefold ontology of God, Command, and Creation: the
Primal Will, the realm of Command, is the inner reality of all things, while created beings are
manifestations of the Divine Will, never manifestations of the divine Essence itself. ABU0637
gives a related hierarchy of “light”: physical light reveals visible forms without knowing them:;
sight reveals and perceives; reason reveals, perceives, and understands; and divine light reveals,
discovers, and comprehends before and after the existence of things. ABUO0059 gives a careful
classification of dreams into true dreams, symbolic dreams requiring interpretation, and confused
dreams, while treating prophetic dreams as a mode of revelation. ABU0063 and ABUQO11 preserve
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major recollections of Baha’u’llah’s Baghdad and Mazandaran ordeals, especially His fearless answer
to threatened jihad in Baghdad and the long account of His second imprisonment in Amul.

Finally, the volume’s memorial and pastoral materials give the postwar surge a solemn depth.
ABO00378 commemorates Mirza Mahdi Ikhwanu’s-Safa and situates his burial near the King and
Beloved of Martyrs and the noble Amir, transforming sacred memory into a geography of light.
ABO00895 requests careful historical research on the “Divine Messenger,” warning against padding
or exaggeration, and includes a brief eschatological interpretation of Qur’anic imagery of hell and
the nineteen angels of punishment. Taken altogether, the volume presents late 1919 as a moment
of renewed motion: communications reopen, teaching is pressed as the urgent task, the Covenant
is invoked as the guardian of unity, and theological clarification, historical memory, institutional
construction, women’s advancement, and universal peace are all drawn into a single postwar pro-
gram.
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To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1919-Aug-01

O friend! It is a long time since any news hath been received
from thee. Although, earlier, a letter arrived in which thou
hadst asked a question, ‘Abdu’l-Baha hath been so deeply im-
mersed in a sea of correspondence from every side that even if
five scribes were at hand, the work could not be managed. All
communication hath been severed for the past four or five years,
and there hath thus been a slight wavering among some of the
friends, some lapse in the diffusion of the divine fragrances, and
certain idle thoughts in the minds of some. Therefore, contin-
ual communication must now be maintained with every region
for some time, to make amends for the past interruption. And
since thy question required a lengthy answer, the reply hath
been delayed. Rest thou assured that, as soon as there is an
opportunity, it will be written at once. Yet since I am drowned
in an ocean of letters these days, and it is imperative that I
reply to the essential ones first, thou must wait until an op-
portunity doth arise. Thou art very dear to me, and I wish to
respond to thy request.

> According to what hath been heard, certain persons have se-
cretly communicated with Dhabihu’llah, who was in Egypt,
and he hath been drawn to America. These matters are of
no importance; nevertheless, ye must be awake and vigilant.
Perchance such communications may be repeated, and may
become the cause of wavering in some of the foolish; for the
common people are like the rabble. hus is it said in the Qur’an:
“A rabble of the vulgar, followers of every crier, inclining with
every wind.” Whichever way the wind bloweth, thither do they
turn.

Thou must be exceedingly alert, and shield the souls from
veiled suggestions and secret whisperings. Enable them to be
steadfast in the Covenant according to the explicit divine Text,
which is a conclusive evidence of the Truth, so that Baha’i unity
may be preserved. Otherwise, a new sect would emerge each
day, utter division would result, and the Cause of God would
be destroyed—nay, exterminated. Were there any other power
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that could safeguard Baha’i unity, I would have summoned ev-
eryone unto it. But ponder and reflect: Is it possible for the
unity of the Faith to be protected by any other power than
that of the Covenant? This is why I admonish everyone to
cleave unto the Covenant—purely to safeguard Baha’i unity.

Were one to consider the events of the previous cycles, the at-
tempts to break the Covenant in this Dispensation are of no
importance whatsoever. Sometime after Christ, Arius, the Pa-
triarch of Alexandria, founded a new sect. He was an orator,
articulate of speech and a very audacious and powerful per-
son who succeeded in bringing one and a half million people
under his influence. He even secured the allegiance of the Em-
peror Constantine. But since he deviated from the Covenant of
Christ, at the end he faded away and perished. This Covenant
was based on the words addressed to Peter, “Thou art Peter,
and upon this rock I will build my church.” And though these
words attributed to Christ are based only on the report of some
of His disciples, nevertheless Christian unity was preserved for
eight hundred years through this implicit Covenant.

Now there existeth an explicit Covenant. It is not a mere verbal
report. It hath been revealed by the Supreme Pen, Who openly
addresseth the Covenant-breakers at its outset. He hath called
it “The Book of the Covenant”, a title written by His own
Pen at the head of the Tablet. Then of what significance are
the behaviour and conduct, the insinuations and whisperings,
the interpretation and corruption of the Text by those who
sow the seeds of doubt? At most it is this: They have only
deprived themselves, and will continue to do so, and will fall
into the darksome pit of “losing both this world and the world
to come”. Every billowing ocean must needs produce foam, and
all gold that is purified in fire leaveth behind some dross. Hast
thou ever seen a surging ocean without froth, or pure gold that
leaveth no dross behind in the consuming flame of fire?

The Qur’an hath explicitly stated this. He saith, and verily
He speaketh the truth: “We have sent down the rain from
Heaven; then flow the torrents in their due measure, and the
flood beareth along a swelling foam ... And from the metals
(that is to say, pure gold) that is molten in the fire, a like
froth ariseth.... As to the foam, it is quickly gone: and as
to what is useful to man, it remaineth on the earth.” Con-
sider how explicitly this hath been stated. The ocean of the
Covenant shall eternally endure, and this is that which prof-
iteth mankind. With but a single wave of it, this foam shall
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pass away like dross, leaving no trace behind. “Leave them to

entertain themselves with their cavillings.”

The Lord be praised that thou art my cherished beloved, my — Jl> Klossn 5 ¢ o5 & )<? § 48 dae

uniquely true and loyal friend. Thou must shield the Covenant
and protect the souls lest they slip or waver. The Glory of
Glories rest upon thee.

Praise be to God that you are aware of that which causes souls
to stumble. His honor Abu’l-Fada’il alluded to this.

Examine carefully the commentary on the verse “In the Name
of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful”. Some of the mean-
ings that thou seekest are implicitly contained therein, and it
was praised by the Supreme Pen during His blessed days. Let
then the masters of knowledge produce its like!
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AB00937

To: Mirza Fadlullah Nuri Awrangi Nizamul-Mamalik, in Takur
Date: 1919-Aug-01

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! A letter arrived from you
which brought joy, as it indicated the health and well-being of
all the friends in those parts. Praise be to God that in these
years of upheaval you have been protected in divine safekeep-
ing, while most people are in the utmost turmoil and distress
and all regions of the world have been consumed and inflamed
in the fire of bloodshed. Yet the friends of God, through the
blessedness of the divine teachings, have passed through the
days of war in Asia, America and Africa in perfect peace and
security, protected from all calamities and full of joy and de-
light. Despite these hardships and interruption of communi-
cations, the penetration of the Word of God continued to in-
crease throughout all the world and the diffusion of the divine
fragrances grew stronger. All affairs in all lands and regions
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were declining except the Cause of God, which spread day by
day.

Convey the greetings of Abdul-Baha to each and every one
of the relatives and friends. Write detailed news in your let-
ter and say that the seven climes are stirred by the trumpet
of Israfil and the fame and call of this wondrous Cause has
set the pillars of the world in motion, yet most of the people
of Iran are still caught in a nightmarish sleep, especially the
province of Nur which is the homeland of the Intended One -
it is still somewhat dormant and veiled, like Mecca which was
the homeland of the Prophet (peace be upon him). Yathrib,
Yemen and Tihama had become illumined while Mecca, which
was the growing place of the Blessed Tree, remained heedless
and negligent. This was a general rule in all dispensations and
cycles that strangers would become familiar while those famil-
iar ones who were from the homeland of the Manifestation of
Truth would remain strangers. Now in this wondrous cycle,
come and break this rule - do the opposite of the people of
Mecca, spread the divine fragrances and kindle the fire of the
love of God, make the province of Nur the niche of the light
of the divine luminary and the flame of Sinai. Convey longing
greetings to all the friends and read this letter to them. And
upon you be glory.

O honored cousin, precious memento of that embodied spirit
and that manifest light, my revered uncle! He was infinitely
kind to Abdul-Baha. In the days of childhood when I was in
that village he showed much affection and association. The
sweetness of his love is still in my taste. Therefore my desire is
that his lamp be lit and that village become a rose garden, and
that you become the gardener of that garden, and that a sweet
melody from the birds of that meadow reach this gathering.
And upon you be glory.
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To: J E Esslemont, in Bournemouth
Date: 1919-Aug-01

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Two letters arrived
from you one after another, and both were sufficient proof
that, praise be to God, thou art a source of spiritual emana-
tions and engaged in quickening conscious spirits. Thou hast
no purpose save service to the world of humanity and no de-
sire except illumination from the Kingdom. Since such is thy
intention, the confirmations of the manifest Light will arrive
successively and heavenly confirmations will be unveiled each

day. Be confident.

2 The twelve chapters which thou hadst written regarding the
Cause were received. Praise be to God that thou art confirmed
in service and assisted in promoting the divine teachings. Thou
art serving universal peace and advancing the oneness of the
world of humanity. Thou art investigating reality and bringing
matters into conformity with science and reason. I hope that
day by day thou wilt become ever more confirmed and assisted.

The photograph of thyself which thou hadst sent brought much
joy to behold, for this image is evidence of virtues and proof of
breadth of thought and abundance of reason. Especially is the
light of faith evident upon thy brow. God willing, a day will
come when we shall behold the reality of this image unveiled.
What thou hast sent is an image, while thou thyself art the
reality. Certainly reality hath another splendor and to behold
it another delight.

Convey to Miss Martin, Miss Lawrence, Miss Pinchon and the
other friends, each individually, my utmost love and kindness.
I have great affection for them and hope from the divine fa-
vors that each may become a bright candle to the assembly of
mankind.

5 And upon thee be the Glory of the Most Glorious.
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AB04883

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Aug-01

O attracted leaf! For some time no news has arrived from you.
All the ladies of the household continuously ask why no news
has come from the attracted handmaiden of God Fa’izih. I
console them saying that she is in utmost devotion and engaged
in service.

Today the greatest of all matters is the diffusion of the di-
vine fragrances. The handmaidens of the Merciful in Tehran
must turn to the Abha Kingdom, seek abundant confirmation,
engage in promoting the divine teachings, and forget all else
besides this. For all else causes headache, wastes time, and is
a futile preoccupation whose result is lethargy and idleness.

The work of teaching is important - to this they must hold fast
and nothing else. Each of the handmaidens of the Merciful
who gallops in this field will become successful and confirmed.

Convey to all the relatives on my behalf the most wonderful
Abha greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

A prayer for forgiveness was requested for the spirit of the
sincere ones, the Piercing Star, His Honor Aqga Mirza Sadiq,
which is enclosed.
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To: Mirza Sadig (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada) et al., in Isfahan

Date: 1919-Aug-02

O spiritual friends! Jinab-i-Mirza Mahdi Ikhwan-i-Safa de-
voted his life to the exaltation of the Word of God. He never
rested for a moment, constantly traveling from city to city and
village to village. He was a detached soul possessing an at-
tracted spirit, with a pure and goodly heart and an eloquent
tongue. Patient in tribulations, he occupied himself with the
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guidance of souls. Therefore, that pure spirit was cherished
and respected in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, nay rather, in
the Concourse on High. Though his worth and station are
unknown at present, they shall soon become manifest and ap-
parent. Thus, whatever those loving friends have carried out
in connection with his passing is most acceptable and beloved.

Although ‘Abdu’l-Baha was saddened by the passing of that
exemplar of the people of prostration and that praiseworthy
being, He found solace in the devoted efforts of those spiritual
friends in the preparation, shrouding and burial of that noble
person’s remains. He supplicated and entreated at the thresh-
old of the Blessed Beauty, beseeching boundless assistance and
grace for you. I hope that through the ascension of that pure
soul to that realm, the people will find cause for awakening
and remembrance. As Rumi said: “When the seed is hidden
in the earth, the secret of the garden’s verdure is revealed.”

It came to pass, most meet and fitting, that in Takht-i-Pulad
there should be established the resting-place of the two candles
of the Supreme Concourse—His Honor Sultanu’ sh-Shuhada
and Mahbubu’ sh-Shuhada—as well as that of the noble minis-
ter, the peerless Amir. This, likewise, is in itself a token of his
capacity and worthiness, that he too should become a neigh-
bour to that hallowed precinct and be numbered among the
denizens of the court of nearness.

O my God, my God! Behold, the two stars shining forth from
the horizon of Thy mercy, then the radiant lamp set within the
globe of Thy love, and that pure soul who, at every instant,
sacrificed her life in Thy path—she who never settled in any
abode throughout the days of her life, but passed through the
lands even as the wafting of fragrant breezes and the breathings
of dawn, guiding the people unto the way of Thy good-pleasure,
making plain Thy proof and Thy testimony, and diffusing Thy
might and Thy sovereignty—these all have now gathered in
one spot beneath the shade of the Lote-Tree of Thy loving-
kindness.

5 O Lord! These are servants whom Thou hast made the tokens

of Thy shining signs, the banners of Thy triumph, the stars of
Thy heaven, the lamps of Thy guidance. Illumine, then, that
region with their resplendent radiance, that the people may
be led thereby unto the straight Path and the right Way. O
Lord! Send down layers upon layers of light upon those tombs,
that the nostrils of the multitudes may be perfumed with the
fragrances of Thy holiness that were diffused on the Day of
Thy Manifestation; that the eyes of such as visit them may
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be gladdened through beholding the evidences of Thy supreme
signs in that luminous spot; and that the breasts of those who
circumambulate round about that shining tract may be dilated
and filled with joy. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful; verily,
Thou art the Most Great; and verily, Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Most Compassionate.

O friends! Do ye on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha go one day espe-
cially to visit that luminous spot, and recite these words: “The
glory shining from the apex of exaltation, and the light beam-
ing from the Concourse on High, descend upon, and surround,
that luminous spot, wherein lie buried those stars of radiant
splendour, the twin glistening lights in the Abha Kingdom; and
the refulgent lamp in the globe of piety, and detached spirit
guiding unto the way of truth. I testify that ye are the signs of
guidance amidst mankind, the ensigns of the Abha Kingdom,
and the kings of the throne of supreme bestowal. Blessed are
ye, inasmuch as ye attained this most sublime station, and
loftiest pinnacle, and were raised up by God unto an exalted
station of truth. I, verily, seek the blessing of this perfumed
dust and fragrant musk, for it formeth the resting-places of
those well-assured and contented souls who are nigh unto the
Lord of mankind. I ask God to make your graves niches of
light in this perspicuous age and glorious century — my Lord
doth, verily, single out for His mercy whomsoever He willeth
— in order that the sincere may derive therefrom illumination,
and the visitors inhale therefrom the breaths of flowers.”

7 The Glory of Glories rest upon you.
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ABO00578

To: Baha’is of Bandar-i-Jaz, in Bandar Jaz
Date: 1919-Aug-02

O friends of God and handmaids of the All-Merciful! Praise
be to God that in these days when the dense clouds of war had
darkened the horizons of the world and made circumstances dif-
ficult, now to some extent they have dispersed and the world of
creation has found some relief. The closed paths have opened
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and the sealed doors have been unlocked. The gates of com-
munication have reopened, and I am occupied with thoughts
of you and familiar with your mention. In these years when
the terrible war turned everything upside down and cast all
the peoples of the world into severe calamities, no soul re-
mained safe and protected, and the nations and governments
of the world were afflicted with a thousand blows. Fathers lost
their sons, mothers tore their collars and wept in mourning for
their sons, children became orphans, and women fell into fear
and trepidation. Prosperous places were buried and flourish-
ing cities were laid waste. Millions of souls fell beneath the
sword and millions were captured and imprisoned. Praise be
to God that the divine friends in all regions remained safe and
protected in the shelter of divine teachings and became the
manifestation of the favors of the Incomparable Lord. Observe
how the divine teachings were a mighty fortress and strong
castle for all. Thus if all on earth were to follow the divine
teachings, surely the earth would become the highest paradise.

Now in gratitude for these favors we must arise to serve the
Lord of wondrous attributes and stand firm in the Covenant
so that Baha'i unity may remain safe and protected. Consider
that by no power is it possible to preserve Baha’i unity except
by the power of the Covenant. If the least laxity or weakness
occurs, doubts will enter hearts with full force and different
sects will appear, and the Cause of God will be completely
effaced and destroyed. It is the power of the Covenant that has
stirred the horizons, for in the body of creation it is the pulsing
artery that contracts and expands and sustains all affairs and
regulates the affairs of the people and is the connecting force
among all.

In any case, I hope that the true friends and sincere loved
ones in these days will show new enthusiasm and create a new
surge and tumult, for all the peoples of the world have attained
the utmost capacity to hear the divine teachings, since the
bloody events in this war have caused people, willingly or not,
to become enamored with universal peace and attracted to the
divine magnet and thirsty for the spring of divine teachings.
If blessed souls arise with all their power to spread the divine
fragrances, in a short time the foundation of war will fall and
the edifice of hatred and enmity will be completely demolished
and destroyed. The spiritual spring will come and the breezes
of the All-Merciful will waft. The heat of the Sun of Reality
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will so penetrate and encompass that all coldness, listlessness
and weariness will be removed from existence.

O my God, my God! These are sincere servants, attracted
and enkindled by the fire of Thy love, calling out in Thy name
and speaking Thy praise, ablaze with the fire burning in the
Tree of Thy mercy, receiving the rain from the clouds of Thy
oneness, and supplicating to the Kingdom of Thy unity, seeking
naught but Thy good pleasure and content with Thy decree.
Lord! Assist them with hosts from the Concourse on High
and strengthen them with mighty power and make their faces
radiant with the lights of guidance that they may be signs
of Thy mercy amidst humanity. Bestow upon them abundant
bounty, remove from them the veil, and grant them Thy endless
gifts. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Great,
and verily Thou art the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan
Date: 1919-Aug-02
O servant of God! Your letter arrived and we were deeply ssme ! .\.,,U W fal 3> foly (!

affected by the passing of the Noble Brother of Purity, for
that detached soul devoted his days to diffusing the divine fra-
grances. He never rested for a moment nor found repose for an
instant. Outstanding services emanated from him. Therefore,
a detailed mention was made of him and a complete visitation
prayer was written for the King of Martyrs, the Beloved of
Martyrs, the honored Minister and the Noble Brother of Pu-
rity, and was sent to the khans. Send the biography that he
wrote in his own hand in his diary. I hope that through di-
vine favors, your illustrious father and respected mother will
be immersed in the ocean of pardon and forgiveness.
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Convey greetings to Jinab-i-Haji Abdul-Ghaffar and tell him
that Abdul-Baha does not have time to write even one line, so
how can he engage in interpreting verses? In brief, the meaning
of the blessed verse is that the fire of hell transforms the face,
leaving no freshness - it burns and discolors it. That is, the
fires of rejection and denial burn one’s face, and “the guilty
shall be known by their marks” comes to pass. It leaves no
delicacy, cheerfulness, freshness or light of faith, just as in an-
other verse He says “Some faces that Day will be covered with
darkness.” He says that on the Day of Resurrection, dust will
settle on some faces. And the guardians of this fire who cast
deserving souls into it on the Greater Day of Resurrection are
19 in number, and those 19 are the angels of punishment. The
number of these nineteen angels of punishment corresponds to
the number of angels of mercy and the keeper of the Paradise
of Ridvan who are the Letters of the Living.

Convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to Jinab-i-Haji
Mirza Husayn and Mulla Ramadan. And regarding the his-
tory of the divine messenger (Payk-i-Rahmani), investigate his
circumstances in Isfahan and Shiraz - what his conduct and
behavior were, where he was from, when he became a believer
and convinced, in what year he became a divine messenger,
and how long he served as a trusted messenger. Investigate
these details and then write them, but be very careful that
there is no padding or excess.

I beseech the divine favors that the survivors of the honored
Shaykh be the recipients of endless bounties. As for the mem-
bers of the Spiritual Assembly, they must be determined by
election. The friends should elect whoever they find suitable,
whether old or young, whether wealthy or without means.

The Most Glorious Glory be upon you.

O son-in-law of the Divine Messenger! I absolutely have no
time to write even one word, yet this detailed letter was written
in faithfulness.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

w5 Wl S s sl ols
sprsly 3,00 e K2 b Ulue
8 ) i 331 O et 65
Loy o3 0k § i) Sk sal dJe
f)‘ﬁif S3b 557 wlate 0551 05 o
5 0Pl Ols e Ky e s
Oyl 25 5 s LA 55, JES)
5Ol s calay y call) sa s V.ALW
Masie 555 4l s el 3,808 0k
o503 Aot 08 a7 ope Lo oy
U s i Sl oy (s s
b3 I 53 1y dits g5 § 0
S5 L5 14 0Ty W8 18 oS el
A Olle M 05yg oyl fede 5 dulde
§ Oy oo )l 5 iz 285 S0
R

ol 0baey Yoy G Ve 2l St
Fb Ll 5l B3 e J3 5 Gl s o
(JL@.G'..,A‘).) b)‘ QY\» L;L?J‘S‘:.‘,Qjé"
Shos a0 & b Gad Sl 5o
3 e Ole)y 4= 55 zjl;)'\JQJL\:
)J&(}La);%dbﬁ);}%jy
Jeolis ) 3 Cpel 2B 4,80 Sl e
§ o5 Chs U bl Las de e 32
..\.:vL PLaARY v\t\_’)j‘}:’

baet L)y ke Ol O 5550 1)
o Gl o2 s OB AL Gl Ji
ol L Ol iy s Bl § 1y oS
5 Gl s Nls ol Ol el
Obls

eV e oS

w&w}ﬂ\;ﬁ%oﬂb—ﬂ &
r}"/ J.,a.u “ 4l Q;\ L.L\ Jﬁj\.{ VJ"\;J*J’;'

by Al
INBAS7:130,

INBA52:128, MMKG6#567x,

MAS2.021-022x, MSBH4.088

11


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=132
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=130
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=414
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS2/mas2-22.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/250.pdf#page=42

Vol. 174: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part III (Aug-Oct) ABU0637

AB03100

To: E Louise Smith, in Cleveland
Date: 1919-Aug-02

O daughter of the Kingdom! Two letters were received from
you. You have good aspirations, namely service to the King-
dom of God, service to the unity of humankind, the proper
education of children at Mrs. Gibby’s home, and promoting
the matter of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. All these intentions are
accepted at the Divine Threshold. Therefore I beseech God
that you may be successful in service and that these children
may receive divine education and each one become aware of
truths and meanings.

Convey my loving greetings to the friends in Cleveland. I hope
that the love of God may become the cause of their unity and
agreement, and that the power of the Covenant may remove
this discord, for today no power can remove discord except
the power of the Covenant of the Blessed Beauty. For He has
clearly designated with the Supreme Pen a specific center, so
that when any discord arises, reference should be made to that
center and that center will remove the discord. Whatever he
says is correct, for by explicit command all must turn to that
center, and he is the interpreter of the Book. In this case it
becomes clear and evident that the power of the Covenant is
the solver of difficulties. Convey my utmost love and kindness
to the handmaiden of God Mrs. Potter, the handmaiden of
God Miss Williams, the handmaiden of God Miss Fanshon,
and the handmaiden of God Miss Prand. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#13 p.232

ABU0637

Words spoken at House of the Master in Haifa, 1919-Aug-04

In the books of Divine Philosophy, the term light is frequently
mentioned. Some religious leaders still teach today that by
light is meant the accidental phenomenal radiation from the
sun which falling on physical bodies affects the optic nerves
and results in sight: but this solar light is a phenomena which
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has no virtue of its own and is not so exceptional or remarkable
as to claim superiority over other known phenomena of nature.

If this visible light has any essential virtue the matter (i.e. the
material forms) would be lighter (luminous) than the human
kingdom. It follows then that this gas or lighted candle would
be nobler than man for the man’s face does not radiate light as
does this candle nor is it so brilliant as the star. If it was so then
the noblest of all natural phenomena would be the sun. lack of
knowledge in the past led people to the worship of the sun for
to them the sun was of great importance and significance, they
imagined that the visible light was one of the Divine Bounties
and heavenly manifestations. As they observed that its center
was the sun, they worshipped it. But if the apparent or the
physical light had any real virtue or import and significance
with God then the face of man would assuredly be luminous
and not only the bodies of the glow worm and its kind.

It is evident therefore that the glow worm might on this account
appear superior to man for man has not a luminous face. But
we know man to be superior creation so it follows that the
visible light is a phenomenal appearance which radiates from
the luminous bodies and causes the material forms to be seen,
in fact it makes the whole universe of matter visible. But
this light is not the discoverer (knower) of that universe. This
lighted lamp for instance enables one present to be visible while
the lamp itself has no idea concerning the objects revealed.

But, the light of sight is both the shower (revealer) and the
seer, therefore this light of sight is nobler than the ordinary
light. But, though the light of vision, sight is the revealer and
seer of things, yet it has no understanding of them (by itself),
it is the means of making the material bodies visible and at the
same time perceives them without any comprehension thereof.

But the light of reason is the seer, the revealer and the knower
of things. Therefore it perceives and it comprehends the ob-
jects. But its threefold functions begin their operation only
after the manifestation or creation of things.

Finally the Divine Light of God is the light of the heavens
and earth. This Divine Light is beyond the limit of time, past,
present and future all are the same to it. this is why it is said in
the Koran “God is the Light of the Heavens and Earth.” In brief
this Divine Light is the revealer of things, it is the discoverer of
things, and it comprehends them before the existence of things
and after the manifestation of them. It is beyond the limits of
time.

PN__1919 p005
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AB03548

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Aug-0/

My Lord, my Lord! You see me with trembling limbs, shaking
pillars, and quivering parts due to my grief from the calamities
that have befallen the loved ones in these severe years and
intense upheaval, and the flames of war raging in all regions.
Lord, Lord! These souls were like immovable mountains and
firmly-fixed peaks in their steadfastness in Your Cause, their

rootedness in Your love, and their firmness in Your religion.

Lord! They withstood severe shocks and faced tribulations
with smiling faces, throbbing hearts, and flowing tears. They
thanked You when calamities befell them in Your path and
difficulties surrounded them in Your love. They found solace
only in Your remembrance and occupied themselves only in
pursuit of Your good pleasure.

Among them, O my God, was Your servant Sadiq, the truthful
one, the believer in Your verses, submissive to Your sovereignty,
humble at the gate of Your oneness. Lord! His feet were firm
on Your path, his tears flowed in love for Your beauty, his
sorrows intensified and his anguish increased from the pain
of separation. Thus he yearned to be present at Your holy
threshold and hastened to the source of favors, the fountain
of forgiveness, and the place of grace and benevolence. Lord!
Let him drink from the cup of Your generosity and give him to
taste of the pure wine of Your pardon and forgiveness. Verily

You are the Generous One, You are the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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ABO03831

To: Baha’is of Mazindaran, in Mazandaran
Date: 1919-Aug-0/

O ye believers, O ye maidservants, O ye who adore Him, O ye
who are attracted to Him!

The land of Mazindaran is the homeland of the All-Merciful,
and the region of Tabaristan is the soil where the blessed Holy
Tree sprung forth and flourished. The handmaidens of Mazin-
daran are the blessed leaves on the tree of reality, and the
fruits of the tree of knowledge and affection. Their souls are
aglow with His love, their hearts enkindled, their vision keen,
and their endeavours accepted in the sight of the All-Glorified
Lord. Thus, this Servant is engaged in remembering them and
hath raised the melody of ardent supplication and prayer say-
ing:

O Beloved of the world! This congregation consisteth of Thy
maidservants, who shedding tears of devotion, clapping their
hands and dancing in exceeding joy, kindled and consumed
with the flame of Divine love, have cleansed both eyes from
[beholding] aught else save Thyself. O loving Providence! Be-
stow blissful rapture upon these leaves who adore Thee, so that
they may obtain the radiant light in the Sinai of search; and
while imploring Thee to unravel Thy mystery, they may feel
the era of Divine Presence. O Divine Providence! While these
are the days of absence, yet this great century is the era of Thy
advent, and this vast plain is the secure haven for the fire that
gloweth on the Mystic Mount. Vouchsafe everlasting grace, O
Lord, and grant eternal salvation; so that they may arise to
serve Thy Cause and may lead that land to sublime glory.

Thou art the Giver, the Forgiver, and the Kind.
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To: Doctor Habibullah Muayyid son of Khudabakhsh, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1919-Aug-0/

O companion of old! Your letter full of lamentation and yearn-
ing was received. Your cries and wails have reached to the
heavens. You are justified - separation and remoteness are
very affecting. Yet service to the Threshold is also an impor-
tant matter. Though outwardly distant, you are hidden from
physical sight due to nearness, but visible to spiritual insight.
Do not be saddened by loneliness, isolation, and the faithless-
ness and oppression of some. Praise be to God, the Ancient
Beauty is your intimate companion, and the confirmations of
the unseen world are without doubt or uncertainty. Strive
with all your soul to raise high the banner of service and to be
content with burning and melting away. If you feel that sepa-
ration may destroy you, you are permitted to come for a visit
for some days. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken at House of the Master in Haifa, 1919-Aug-06

When the mujtahids and Nasiri’d-Din Shah sent Shaykh
Abdu’l-Husayn to ‘Iraq, and he began agitating against the
Blessed Perfection (Baha'u’llah), the mujtahids gathered at
Kazimayn to talk of waging a holy war, and they appealed
to the Vali for help. When the Vali replied that he could
not intervene, they sent letters to Baghdad, and a very
large number of Persians and Shi’ith Arabs congregated there.
Feelings in Baghdad came to the boil; they even sent for
Shaykh Murtidla to come from Karbila, on the grounds that
the welfare of their Faith was threatened. On his way to
Baghdad, Shaykh Murtida met with an accident; he held
himself apart then and asked to be left alone. Because he had
not personally investigated the matter, he refused to intervene.
Through Zaynu’l-‘Abidin Khan, the Fakhru’d-Dawlih, the
Shaykh sent this message to the Blessed Perfection: ‘I did not
know; had I done so, I would not have come. Now I will pray
for you’
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Those gathered in Kazimayn then arranged to come two days
later and attack us. We were only forty-six in all, and our
strong man was Aqa Asadu’llah-i-Kashani, whose dagger, even
when worn above his shal [the cloth used as a girdle], would
dangle and touch the ground. Now there was a certain Siyyid
Hasan from Shiraz. He was not a believer, but he was a very
good man. One morning, when the Blessed Perfection had
been up and about, this Aga Siyyid Hasan came knocking
at our door. Our black maid opened the door, Aga Siyyid
Hasan came in and, much agitated, asked, ‘Where is the Aqa
[Baha'u’llah]?’ T said, ‘He has gone to the riverside. ‘What is
it that you say?’ he responded. I offered him tea and said, ‘He
will come back. He replied, ‘Aga! The world has been turned
upside down ... It has become turbulent ... Do you know
that last night they held a council in the presence of Shaykh
‘Abdu’l-Husayn and the Consul? They have also reached some
sort of agreement with the Vali. How is it that the Blessed Per-
fection has gone to the riverside? They have decided to start
their attack tomorrow. Whilst he was telling me what had
happened, the Blessed Perfection came in. Aga Siyyid Hasan
wanted immediately to express his anxiety. But the Blessed
Perfection said, ‘Let us talk of other matters’, and went on
speaking. Later, Aga Siyyid Hasan insisted on unburdening
himself. However, the Blessed Perfection told him, ‘It is of no
consequence.” So Aqa Siyyid Hasan stayed for lunch and then
went home.

Late in the afternoon the Blessed Perfection came out. The
friends gathered round Him. Amongst them were two who were
double-faced: Haji ‘Abdu’l-Hamid and Aqa Muhammad-Javad-
i-Isfahani. The Blessed Perfection was walking up and down.
Then He turned to the Friends and said, ‘Have you heard the
news? The mujtahids and the Consul have come together and
gathered ten to twenty thousand people round them to wage
jihad against Us! Then He addressed the double-faced men,
‘Go and tell them by the one God, the Lord of all, I will send
two men to drive them away, all the way to Kazimayn. If they
are capable of accepting a challenge, let them come’

The two hurried away and repeated what they had heard. And
do you know, they dispersed!

BKOG.143-144x, STAB#078x
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Words spoken at House of the Master in Haifa, 1919-Aug-07

(On the evening of August 7, 1919, at 8 o’clock European time,
in the salon of the Holy House, concerning the second impris-
onment of the Blessed Beauty which occurred in Mazandaran):

Last night we were relating the story of the Blessed Beauty’s
imprisonment. We spoke of the first instance, and now we
come to the second. The second time, the Blessed Beauty was
imprisoned in Amul, and it happened thus: After Badasht, He
proceeded to Nur where He taught the Cause. He went to a
village there known as Takur and taught a group of people.
All the notable persons of the village became believers, and
several of the common folk also embraced the Faith. The only
one who did not believe was His uncle, Mirza Azizu’llah.

After Takur, He proceeded to Qishlaq, for Nur has both sum-
mer and winter quarters - Takur and Nur being in the summer
quarters. He went to Dar-Kula in the winter quarters, and this
village belonged to [...]. Day and night He taught, without a
moment’s rest. Many souls became believers. There were even
four mujtahids there, two of whom were sons-in-law of the for-
mer mujtahid, Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, and the rest were his
relatives. In one gathering, He taught all four mujtahids in
such a way that afterward, all four rushed to kiss His blessed
shoes. The brother of Mirza Aqa Khan, the Prime Minister,
was also among those who accepted the Faith. At that time,
Mirza Aga Khan was the Minister of War.

Mirza Hasan came into His presence and submitted that ev-
eryone there was convinced, except for the renowned mujtahid
of that region, Mulla Muhammad of Barfurush, who would be
arriving in a few days. Since he commanded great respect, if
he were to become a believer, it would be very beneficial for
those regions. Siyyid Muhammad had a village called Chahar-
Su, which was half a league distant from Dar-Kula. Mirza
Hasan announced that the mujtahid had arrived. Then Mirza
Hasan went to meet the mujtahid and told him that the Blessed
Beauty had arrived, that this was about the Bab, and that
many people had accepted. He said it was incumbent upon
him to come and see for himself - if it was true, he should
believe, and if not, he should inform the people.

Mulla Muhammad made the excuse that he had just arrived
and that the Blessed Beauty should come to him. The Blessed

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 18



Vol. 174: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part III (Aug-Oct) ABUO0011

Beauty accepted this, saying he was right. Mirza Hasan an-
nounced that tomorrow truth would be distinguished from
falsehood. The Blessed Beauty went, accompanied by many
notable and distinguished persons. After greetings, the Blessed
Beauty said, “If you wish to ask questions, do so; otherwise,
I shall first explain the reality of the matter.” Mulla Muham-
mad said, “In this matter, I must first seek guidance through
bibliomancy.” The Blessed Beauty replied that bibliomancy
was for matters unknown, and was not valid in this case, for
here was One who openly claimed to be the Qa’im - either His
truth or His falsehood must be established. But he insisted,
saying this was his custom, so the Blessed Beauty consented.
After reciting Qul Huva’llah, he opened the Qur’an and sud-
denly closed it, saying it had yielded an answer. He burst into
laughter, and people understood that apparently the result had
been favorable. Afterward, though the Blessed Beauty wished
to continue the discourse, he insisted that he had received his
answer.

Following this, the Blessed Beauty resolved to go to the Fort,
His blessed purpose being to resolve the Fort situation ami-
cably. However, there were seven trenches around the Fort,
so they proceeded to Mard-Bala, a village three leagues from
Tabarsi. Eleven horsemen accompanied His blessed person. It
had been arranged that they would advance at dawn and enter
the Fort. All the inhabitants had left that village except for one
guard. They arrived at dusk and the Blessed Person took lodg-
ing in one room while the others stayed in another room. Since
they had weapons with them, to prevent any accident from the
fireplace they placed them in another room somewhat far away.
At midnight, Mirza Taqi, Abbas-Quli Khan’s brother, arrived
with seven hundred riflemen and questioned the guard. The
guard told them which room the Blessed Beauty was in and
where the weapons were. They broke through the wall of the
weapons room and took the weapons. Then they withdrew
and opened fire from a distance. When the companions went
to check, they found no weapons. Mirza Taqi called out saying
he had come for their protection, having heard of their arrival
and intention to go to the Fort, and had come to safeguard
them. In any case, they took the Blessed Beauty to Amul and
imprisoned Him in Mirza Taqi’s house, posting guards around
it.

The next morning, all the divines gathered in the mosque and
sent for Mirza Muhammad-Taqi. They summoned the Blessed
Beauty and the eleven men. The divines of Amul were notori-
ous for their wickedness. They announced that all inhabitants
should come armed - even the butcher came with his cleaver
and the carpenter with his axe, and so forth - intending that
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today they must wage holy war. They brought the Blessed
Beauty to the mosque, which had brick arched alcoves. The
Blessed Beauty sat in one alcove. Two merchants from Shiraz
who were guests of the governor came and sat down. One of
these merchants said, “Last night I had a dream - please in-
terpret it.” “Tell it,” He said. The merchant said, “I dreamed
that the Qa’im had come to this mosque biting His fingers.” A
certain divine replied that this was blasphemy. The Blessed
Beauty said, “Divine, do not distort the meaning - biting one’s
fingers is a sign of regret for one’s deeds.” In short, those mer-
chants too became believers.

In Haji Mirza Jan’s pocket was found a note in the handwriting
of His Holiness Aqa Mirza Husayn’s scribe, and since the writ-
ing was hasty they could not read it. They said Mulla Ali-Jan
Hakami could read such things well, so they sent for him. This
Mulla Ali-Jan had received much kindness from the Blessed
Beauty. He took it but could not read it until finally his eye
fell upon the word “sahw” whereupon he cried out “This writ-
ing is from the Bab!” The divine’s expertise became apparent
in that he had mistaken the word “sahw”. The Blessed Beauty
said, “Honored Akhund, you are mistaken. This ‘sahw’ is not
the sister of forgetfulness - this ‘sahw’ means consciousness af-
ter unconsciousness, and it is written with the letters sad and
ha.”

Then They said, “Mulla ‘Ali Jan, have you not heard the
story of the Prophet when He was mounted upon His camel?
Sha’bah asked, ‘O Messenger of God, what is Truth?’ He
replied, ‘What have you to do with Truth?’ He said, ‘Am I
not the keeper of your secrets?’ He replied, ‘What emanates
from Me falls upon you.” Then He said, ‘Truth is the rending of
the veils of glory without indication.” He said, ‘Tell me more.
He replied, ‘The tearing away of the veil and the dominion of
the mystery’ He said, ‘Tell me more.” He replied, ‘The efface-
ment of the imaginary and the consciousness of the known.
This is with sad and ha. You, sir, were mistaken.” Now, since
everyone was gathered there, this incident was very strange.
Mulla ‘Ali Jan became flustered and said in Mazindarani... In
short, using this tradition as a means, They gave a detailed
explanation.

Then the divines ruled that the Blessed Beauty must be beaten
with rods. This indeed took place, but with great disrespect.
Afterwards, they brought the Blessed Beauty to sit in the view-
ing chamber and passed judgment for the execution of His
blessed person and eleven others. Mirza Taqi became appre-
hensive and said to the divines, “We cannot do anything with-
out the Sirdar’s permission. It is four hours’ journey from here
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to the fortress. I have written the details - wait until the reply
comes.” The divines said, “This matter must be carried out
today.” When Mirza Taqi saw he could do nothing else, he
devised a plan. Since the mosque wall was made of mud bricks
and people were in the courtyard, he had men gradually remove
the bricks from behind until they reached the last brick which
was four fingers thick. Suddenly they demolished the wall and
carried the Blessed Beauty away. The crowd rushed forward,
but the Blessed Beauty was passed from hand to hand until He
reached Mirza Taqi’s house, where they closed the door. The
crowd surrounded Mirza Taqi’s house with weapons. Mirza
Taqi went up on the roof and said, “Gentlemen, I am waiting
for a reply from the Sirdar, and the Blessed Beauty is in my
custody. As soon as the reply comes, I will hand Him over to
you. It is impossible for me to do so before receiving the reply.”
He armed his men and had them ready for defense.

The next day a letter arrived from ‘Abbas-Quli Khan saying:
“Mirza Taqi, what is this that you have done? In brief, if a
single hair is harmed on the Blessed Beauty’s head, I will set
Amul ablaze. Mirza Taqi, God forbid that anything should
happen, for between our family and the family of the Blessed
Beauty this blood would never rest until eternity. Mirza Taqi,
beware that not a single hair of the Blessed Beauty’s head be
harmed.” It was written very forcefully. Mirza Taqi took the
letter to the divines. The divines said, “This is a matter of
religious law. We will not heed the Khan’s words, for we are
religiously and legally responsible to do this.” Mirza Taqi asked
for a day’s delay.

Mirza Hasan had a bloodthirsty brother who was in Dar-i-Du,
and they always called him Nukarim. They said if he were
in Amul, he would cause an uprising. At midnight, someone
knocked at Mirza Taqi’s door. Nukarim said, “God forbid it be
Mirza Taqi’s brother.” When they opened the door, they saw it
was Mirza Hasan. Upon entering, he immediately asked where
the Blessed Beauty was and whether the letter had arrived.
When asked why he had come, he said, “I fled. The Khan
and the Prince have also fled, and no one knows where they
are, because the Babis came out of the fortress, broke through
seven barricades, scattered the army, and reached the wooden
house where the Princes were and set it on fire.” Mirza Hasan
began cursing, saying, “These accursed mullas, if they want to
wage holy war, let them come to the fortress.”

In the morning, the mullas gathered to get an answer from
Mirza Taqi, when Mirza Taqi’s brother came out of the house
and began insulting the mullas, overwhelming them with abuse.
Mirza Taqi and his brother apologized profusely and wanted
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to retrieve the plundered properties, but the Blessed Beauty
did not consent, saying these properties were spent in God’s
path.

From there (Amul), He proceeded to Bandar-i-Jaz, where His
blessed health was somewhat disturbed. In Bandar-i-Jaz there
was a Mirza Masih who was a good man, truly an embodied
spirit. He had many stories. During this time, he passed away
in Bandar-i-Jaz. This Mirza Masih was a person who, upon
reading just one verse from the writings of the Primal Point,
said, “This Gate is mine, and the rest are yours.” The Blessed
Beauty arranged an elaborate memorial service for him and
even wrote a prayer of visitation for him. Yes, He was in
Bandar-i-Jaz when a courier arrived with a letter containing
the royal decree ordering that the Blessed Beauty be captured.

There was Mirza Abdul-Majid, the Russian agent. He sub-
mitted to the Blessed Beauty that a Russian ship was ready
and that the agent’s house was available - if He would but re-
pair there, no royal decree could imprison the Blessed Beauty.
The next morning, the Blessed Beauty had been invited by
one of the military chiefs, along with many other chiefs, to
his home. The next morning, the Blessed Beauty proceeded
on horseback with a grand retinue. Mirza Abdul-Majid, who
was also invited, followed behind. At this moment, a courier
arrived swiftly bearing a letter and whispered something in
Mirza Abdul-Majid’s ear, whereupon he cried out in utmost
joy. The chiefs inquired what had transpired. In Mazandarani
he said “A man has died” - meaning the Shah. He then ex-
plained the details to the chiefs and they celebrated that day.
After this, the Blessed Beauty proceeded from Bandar-i-Jaz to
Nur, but since the fortress had been overthrown, many people
had turned away from the Blessed Cause out of fear. From Nur,
the Blessed Beauty set out for Tehran. This was the account of
the second imprisonment of the Blessed Beauty. God willing,
we shall recount the details of the third imprisonment tomor-
row night, and the third imprisonment has many accounts.

As for Mirza Yahya, after the martyrdom of the Bab, he fled
from place to place while the Blessed Beauty was under se-
vere trials. He occupied himself with pleasure and play. First
he took his cousin’s daughter, and when she did not suffice,
he took Mulla Abdul-Nafi’s daughter. When she did not suf-
fice, he took Mirza Haydar-Quli’s daughter. While the Blessed
Beauty was enduring afflictions and trials, he was taking wives.
Then he came to Baghdad. In Tehran he took the wife of
Mulla Muhammad, the teacher of the weavers. Then he took
Qanita of Isfahan, took the mother of Ahmad-i-Malaki, took
Ruqiyyih his sister-in-law, took the widow of the Bab, took
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Badri-Jan (who was the sister of Mirza Asadu’llah-i-Tafrishi),
and also took an Arab girl. He was always thus. The Blessed
Beauty was under utmost trials and afflictions and had to hide
in seven holes while he was marrying. Now consider that less
than a month had passed from the martyrdom of the Bab when
Mirza Yahya fled from village to village taking wives, while the
Blessed Beauty was beaten, imprisoned, and His properties
were plundered. Yet people still consider him the supporter
of the Bab’s Cause and the Blessed Beauty its destroyer. See
how great is this injustice! The Blessed Beauty could have pro-
ceeded from Mazandaran to Rasht and from there to the holy
shrines, but He had not a moment’s rest, promoting the Cause
of the Bab day and night.

Afterwards, the Blessed Beauty proceeded to Karbila, and al-
though He was in grave danger, He returned again solely to
promote the Cause of the Bab. Can anyone now deny the tribu-
lations of the Blessed Beauty? Can anyone say that the Blessed
Beauty was the destroyer of the Bab’s Cause while Mirza Yahya
was its promoter? When a person becomes unjust, what can
be done? Not a speck of dust settled upon Mirza Yahya while
the Blessed Beauty always offered His breast as a target for
the arrows of tribulation. Can anyone deny that Siyyid Yahya
took so many wives? Siyyid Muhammad had written to Iran
in his own hand (which Mirza Aqa Jan destroyed and now the
Yahyais deny) that “the Manifestation of ‘He doeth what He
willeth’ took her and then bestowed her upon me.” Now the
Yahyais say that the Baha'’is fabricate these things. How can
they deny that he took Ruqiyyih and others? Qanitih, while
being Mirza Yahya’s wife, married Mirza Muhammad Naqgsh-
band in Isfahan. One or two others disappeared in Tehran.
For instance, he took Ruqiyyih in Mazandaran and made her
pregnant, then, fearing exposure, sent her to Tehran where she
disappeared. He was with Nisa Jan for part of the night, then
dismissed her. That cousin of his, the sister of Mirza Hadi -
Ruqiyyih cannot be denied. Qanitih, Badri Jan and Maliki also
cannot be denied. He has children from them. See how hard-
ened of heart one must be that after the Bab offered His breast
to the bullets, after such an event, one would occupy oneself
with such things. In short, mention of these brings weariness
- let us cease mention of them for they have no worth. The
second imprisonment of the Blessed Beauty in Tehran has de-
tails. God willing, we shall speak of it in detail tomorrow night.
Although these events cause sorrow, yet the loved ones of God
must be informed.

BKOG.057-059x
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Words spoken at House of the Master in Haifa, 1919-Aug-08

Amidst all these bodily bounties, the most delectable is sleep.
In that state the human spirit attaineth to a measure of free-
dom; for when the physical incidents and happenings are cut
off, the spirit is somewhat released. This, however, is in the
case where the heart is pure and undefiled; otherwise, if the
heart be not pure and stainless, in the world of dreams man
becometh sorely affrighted, and dreadful and terrifying things
present themselves before his sight. This is because his heart
is not pure and holy. But if the heart be indeed pure and un-
defiled, sleep is for man a kind of liberty: though he be in a
prison, he beholdeth himself walking in a rose-garden; though
he lie beneath chains, he seeth himself seated upon a throne.

In sleep he is wholly freed from bodily sensations. When vain
and false thoughts do not surge up within the faculty of mem-
ory, he maketh a marvellous journey. How often it happeneth
that a man thinketh long upon some question while awake,
yet is unable to solve it; then in the world of dreams it hath
frequently come to pass that he discovereth its solution. Oft-
times also it happeneth that a dream is a true dream, so that
whatsoever he beholdeth in vision cometh to pass exactly as
he hath seen it, needing no interpretation—for dreams are of
three kinds.

The first is the true dream (ru’ya-yi sadiqih), which is, as it
were, like the light of dawn: it requireth no interpretation,
and it is fulfilled even as it is seen. Such dreams, however, sel-
dom befall most people; indeed, throughout an entire lifetime,
it chanceth but rarely to each soul that his heart is wholly
empty and, within the faculty of memory, no vain imaginings
are stirring. Then whatsoever the spirit discovereth is, of itself,
faithfully reflected; this is the true dream, which needeth no
interpretation and is identical with the event.

The second kind is the symbolical or “interpretive” dream. In
this case there are vain thoughts in the heart or mind, yet a
spiritual journey likewise occurreth for man; then it behoveth
that the dream be interpreted, that the idle fancies be distin-
guished from the spiritual disclosures—just as a piece of white
cloth, which in itself will take whatever colour thou givest it,
representeth the reality; but if some other colour hath already
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been applied to it, and thou addest a further hue, what ap-
peareth is no longer the pure reality. If, for example, there be
in the cloth a yellow dye, and thou apply a blue, it will show
as green. The yellow must first be extracted that the blue may
appear—this is interpretation.

The third kind is adghath-i-ahlam—confused and tangled
dreams. It is as when a man during the day hath been drawn
into contention and dispute: in the world of sleep those very
incidents reappear before him. This is adghath-i-ahlam: it
hath no interpretation and discloseth nothing. Before the
person slept, vain fancies had already gotten hold of him;
what is seen in such a case is empty confusion and hath no
meaning.

With the Prophets, however, dream is one mode of revelation;
above all with the Prophets of the Children of Israel the matter
of dreams was of great moment. Some of the Prophets, in the
night season and in the world of dreams, were commissioned:
in that state they beheld a luminous Personage, clothed in a
heavenly form, Who addressed them, saying: “Thou, go unto
the land of Israel; thus proclaim, thus speak, and thus an-
nounce.” Then, in the morning, they would arise and declare:
“This question wherein ye stand perplexed—its reality is thus,
and its solution thus and thus.” This taketh place without
man’s own volition; yet if he prepare himself and hold himself
in readiness, it will appear more clearly—just as a guest who
is coming will more readily enter the house when the master
hath swept and watered the courtyard and made all ready to
receive him.
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To: Baha’is of Istanbul
Date: 1919-Aug-09

O kind friends! A letter was written and sent some time ago
with utmost longing, and now again words of longing are re-
peated. Though the believers of Istanbul are few in number,
yet praise be to God, they are gathered like the Pleiades and
are luminous stars. In these days that region has great capac-
ity; should any person of understanding become acquainted
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with the divine teachings, he would be attracted and yield mo-
mentous results, for the new teachings are the spirit of this age
and the light of this century.

Among them is the independent investigation of truth, which
demolishes the foundation of blind imitation.

Among them is the oneness of humanity—that all human beings
are the sheep of God and God is the kind Shepherd, showing
utmost kindness to all His sheep.

Among them is universal peace, which is the immediate remedy
for every malady in this illumined age.

Among them is that religion must be the cause of fellowship
and love; if it becomes the cause of hatred and enmity, it yields
no fruit.

; Among them is the reconciliation of science, reason and reli-

gion.

Among them is the abandonment of religious prejudices, sec-
tarian prejudices, racial prejudices, patriotic prejudices and
political prejudices.

Among them is justice and equality, nay rather, the voluntary
sharing by the wealthy with the poor, not through force and
coercion.

Among them is the economic question, which is detailed.

Among them is the equality of men and women, with some
exceptions in certain matters.

Among them is justice and right.

Among them is the unity of language.

Among them is universal education.
Among them is confirmation by the Holy Spirit, and so forth.

These are teachings that are the spirit of this age and the cause
of joy to the hearts of the well-wishers of humanity. In brief,
O kind friends, this is the time for sacrifice and the season
for wishing good to all humanity. Strive to guide souls, for
there is no greater gift than guidance. Without this bounty
the human world is the world of ferocity and animality, in
perpetual darkness. It is the light of guidance that illumines
the world. It is the rain of guidance that transforms the thorny
waste into a rose garden. It is the drops from the cloud of mercy
that render mountain and desert green and verdant. Each one
of you must be an accomplished farmer and a perfect gardener.
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Like the sea, surge and roar, and scatter pearls and gems. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05176

To: Blomfield, Rose Elinor et al., in London
Date: 1919-Aug-09

O ye my two beloved children! The news of your union, as soon
as it reached me, imparted infinite joy and gratitude. Praise be
to God, those two faithful birds have sought shelter in one nest.
I beseech God that He may enable them to raise an honoured
family, for the importance of marriage lieth in the bringing up
of a richly blessed family, so that with entire gladness they may,
even as candles, illuminate the world. For the enlightenment of
the world dependeth upon the existence of man. If man did not
exist in this world, it would have been like a tree without fruit.
My hope is that you both may become even as one tree, and
may, through the outpourings of the cloud of loving-kindness,
acquire freshness and charm, and may blossom and yield fruit,
so that your line may eternally endure.

2 Upon ye be the Glory of the Most Glorious.
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AB03387

To: Binish Haqju, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Aug-13

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter thou hadst
written to the Afnan was noted. Praise be to God, it indicated
that the friends in Shiraz are in the utmost supplication to the
Kingdom of Mystery, are steadfast in the Cause of the Lord,
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and have been moved to enthusiasm and excitement. They
are exerting great effort in diffusing the divine fragrances, es-
pecially the regular meetings which are confirmed by the con-
firmations of the Lord of Glory. Praise be to God, they are
successful in service and are sacrificing their lives in the path
of the All-Merciful. Assuredly the assistance of the Abha King-
dom will arrive and the promised progress will become manifest

in the realm of existence.

Regarding what thou hadst written about meeting with the re-
spected person and conducting thyself according to the teach-
ings of the Blessed Beauty and its effect upon the heart of that
precious soul - observe how behavior in accordance with the
good-pleasure of the King of Kings influences hearts. This is
the greatest bounty, this is the supreme gift, this is the cause
of nearness to the Threshold of Grandeur. How sweet it is,
how joyous it is, how much it causes glory! The wealth of the
entire world cannot compare with this. I beseech God that all
the friends may act and conduct themselves according to the
teachings of God so that they may become kings of kings. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

The sum that thou hadst offered through the Spiritual Assem-
bly was accepted. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03309

To: Qavamul-Mulk, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Aug-13

O God! O Quickener of hearts through the breathings of the
Holy Spirit, the fragrances of the gardens of the All-Merciful,
and the breezes of the paradises of good-pleasure! Praise be
to Thee for having expanded breasts through the signs of Thy
oneness, revived souls through the manifestations of Thy sanc-
tity, removed the veil from the insight of the people of Baha,
caused them to hear the melodies of the birds of eternity upon
the branches of the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary, made
the people of faithfulness taste the sweetness of love for Thy
Most Glorious Beauty, perfumed the nostrils of the yearning
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ones with the sweet fragrance wafting from the garden of eter-
nity, led them to the promised rose, and caused them to be
drawn to the kingdom of existence on this witnessed Day.

O my Glorious Lord! Assist through Thy power him who bears
the name of the Friend, and grant him mighty victory through
Thy conquering strength, enable him to obey Thee through
Thy manifest power, be his helper and supporter, make him
attracted to Thy kingdom and humble and submissive before
Thy dominion, make him a clear standard in Thy realm and
an unsheathed sword against Thy enemies in Thy path. Verily
Thou art the Strong, the Powerful, the Almighty.

O God! Assist the descendant of the glorious one and cub of
that noble lion in all circumstances, reveal to him the hidden
secret and guarded mystery, and make him a brilliant sign and
a banner waving in the winds of Thy aid and protection in
those plains and highlands. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Ordainer of what was and what shall be.
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AB12112

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Aug-14

O wanderer of Abdu’l-Baha! Some of your letters were received
and answers were written - it is strange that they have not
arrived. Now a response shall be written to the points in your
letter to Jinab-i-Mirza Muhsin. Truly in these days, in all
regions a remarkable receptivity has appeared for hearing the
divine teachings and discovering the truth, but there are few
teachers. My hope is that you will establish a teaching class
in Tehran and, like the late Sadru’s-Sudur, that near one to
the Divine Threshold, engage in teaching promising youth and
fresh blossoms of the Abha Paradise. This matter will yield
great results.

> Since you have determination in teaching and are not greatly
encumbered, you have become renowned for service to God’s
Cause in all regions, therefore from every direction they seek
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you and desire your presence. But now your presence in Tehran
is very necessary so that you may teach seekers and encourage
those present at the home of Jinab-i-Baqiroff, as it is a place
frequented by important persons. This is very important. And
in the homes of the friends and gatherings of those close to the
Truth, be present and converse and teach both high and low in
a gracious manner, and to the extent possible encourage and
urge the friends to teach, that they may not lose this oppor-
tunity and may count this bounty as a prize. Such an oppor-
tunity does not always present itself. Due to severe upheavals,
souls have acquired an extraordinary receptivity - when these
upheavals are forgotten, this receptivity will not remain.

The great gathering that was arranged in Iraq during the days
of Ridvan was truly a divine assembly and heavenly gathering,
and it remained protected and preserved through the efforts
of Amir-Jang Bakhtiyar. I hope that fortune will favor him
and he will become noble and accepted at God’s Threshold.
With his pure-hearted father in Paris, the utmost love and af-
fection was established. He would come to see me most times
and say “I am a Lor, I cannot comprehend some subtle mat-
ters, but this Cause is truly the source of pride and honor
for Iranians, and I love the Blessed Beauty” Now from the
endless favors I seek aid and assistance for the virtuous suc-
cessor and forgiveness and pardon for the respected predeces-
sor. Likewise I seek God’s favors for Amir-Mu’tamid that he
may be successful in both worlds. The establishment of that
luminous gathering and radiant assembly was through the ef-
forts of Jinab-i-Qa’im-Magami, for they have given luster to
Iraq. I hope that Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abdullah and Jinab-i-
Aqga Mirza Mihdi Khan Mutarjimu’r-Rahman and His Holiness
Maliku’l-Mukhlisin Sultan-i-Sadat and Jinab-i-Zargarraf and
Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Abdul-Hamid Yazdi and the Jewish friends
will all arise with complete strength to diffuse the divine fra-
grances.

The history of Haji Mirza Jani is fundamentally exaggerated,
as he considered the station of His Holiness the Quddus to be
above the station of His Holiness the Exalted One [the Bab],
and counted himself among the sacred points, considering him-
self the Point of Kaf in relation to the Primal Point. From
examination of the history itself it becomes clear that it is
baseless and written according to his own feelings, and this
point is sufficient to show that its foundation is metaphorical
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not real, and furthermore it is distorted. And in a book con-
taining the main points noted by Abu’l-Fadl, this matter is
detailed.

As for your history, since you have made substantial changes
to it and the composition and commentary are better than the
first version, and you are in the process of completing it, send
this second version so that it may be immediately reviewed.

; Convey to the friends in Isfahan, Kashan, Gilan, Azerbaijan,

Gulpaygan, Hamadan, Farahan, Amzajird, Kermanshah,
Najafabad, Yazd and Taft the Most Glorious Greetings from
Abdul-Baha. I am occupied day and night in their remem-
brance and am intimate with thoughts of them. I beseech
from the Court of the Divine Unity assistance and bounty for
all, and seek their arising to teach and guide, so that each
may become like an overflowing cup of the stirring wine of
guidance, and may cause the horizons to quiver with their
loving melodies, their yearning songs, and their enraptured
anthems.

O my Lord, my Hope, my Refuge, and my Desire! I prostrate
my face in the dust and press my brow against the threshold
of Thy sanctity. O Lord of the brilliant signs! Illumine the
hearts with the lights of Thy love in these days which gleam
and shine with the light of the Covenant in the midst of the
horizons, that they may guide people to Thy straight path,
spread Thy teachings in the most excellent way, diffuse Thy
traces throughout those regions, enlighten eyes with the bril-
liance of lights, delight ears with hearing proof and demonstra-
tion, expand breasts with abundant bounty, gladden hearts
through the dispelling of sorrows, intoxicate spirits with the
wine of joy, and spread traces throughout all lands. Verily
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, verily Thou art the Gener-
ous, the Bestower. Upon the beloved be greetings and praise
from Abdul-Baha.
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To: Kashani, Ghulam Ali father of Mihdi, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Aug-14

O faithful servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter which
you had sent regarding Aqa Mahdi was received. The letter
was safely and securely delivered to Aqa Mahdi, but it had no
effect whatsoever. Nothing came of it. He did not even give
us a reply to the letter. He will not write the reply to your
letter himself - the center of violation will draft the reply and
it will be signed in Aga Mahdi’s name. It will be a lengthy
reply written with the utmost intrigue and insinuations.

In any case, praise be to God that you were present in the
final days of the Blessed Beauty and saw with your own eyes
and heard with your own ears. Mirza Aqa Jan, whom you
heard with your own ears when the Blessed Beauty placed His
head against the window and lamented and cried out because
of him - now they have made him out to be a most illustri-
ous person and have written his testimony against the Center
of the Covenant, claiming it equals the testimony of half the
earth’s inhabitants, and they have elevated him to the station
of prophethood. From this alone you can judge.

3 The Blessed Beauty addresses you in the Tablets saying: “O
Ghulam-‘Ali! Hearken unto the call of the Wronged One and be
steadfast in the Cause of God, in such wise that through God’s
grace thou shalt find thyself independent of all else besides Him.
If thou attainest unto this station, thou shalt remain protected
from the cawing of the crows and from those who love sedition
and discord. Give thanks to the Goal of all the worlds that
He hath mentioned thee and granted thee to attain unto the
verses of the Most Exalted Pen. Imaginings and idle fancies
have ever befitted those who indulge in them. Fix thy gaze
upon the lights of certitude and hold fast unto the cord of
steadfastness.”

This address was meant for today, that you might remain firm
and steadfast today and be protected from the cawing of the
crows and from those who love sedition and discord. In any
case, hold fast to the divine testament and keep your distance
from every ignorant one. Be not deceived by patched-together
phrases and misleading flattery. The Blessed Beauty with His
Most Exalted Pen and in the decisive text of the Book of the
Covenant wrote and took a covenant first from the Branches
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and Afnans and relatives, and then from all the friends, that all
should turn to the Center of the Covenant. And in clear terms
in the Kitab-i-Aqdas He states: “When the Mystic Dove will
have winged its flight from its Sanctuary of Praise and sought
its far-off goal, its hidden habitation, refer ye whatsoever ye
understand not in the Book to Him Who hath branched from
this mighty Stock.” And likewise He states: “When the ocean
of My presence hath ebbed and the Book of My Revelation is
ended, turn your faces towards Him Whom God hath purposed,
Who hath branched from this Ancient Root.”

And the Most Exalted Pen in clear terms wrote in the Book of
the Covenant that the intention of these two blessed verses is
the Most Great Branch. And regarding the center of violation,
He wrote in the Tablets that if he should deviate for a moment
from the shadow of the Cause, he is cast out. Now one must
either hold fast to the Center of the Covenant, or say (God
forbid) that the Blessed Beauty erred and was not knowing
and was not aware, and therefore wrongly commanded all to
turn to the Center of the Covenant and appointed Him as
the Interpreter of the Book - and this was a pure error and
sheer ignorance. God forbid such a thought! In no previous
Dispensation was there a Book of the Covenant, nor was it
written by the Most Exalted Pen, nor was it in such clear
terms.

In any case, now you must arise to fulfill the good-pleasure of
the Blessed Beauty based on what you yourself know and heard
with your own ears and saw with your own eyes. And if they
write a letter full of flattery in Aga Mahdi’s name, pay it no
heed whatsoever and remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant
so that divine confirmations may surround you. What use is
Aga Mahdi to you? God is what you need. As you remain firm
and steadfast, it is possible he may repent in the future. And
through the grace of the Blessed Beauty, it is hoped that you
may be drawn near to the Divine Court and be attracted to
the Abha Kingdom, seeking naught but His good-pleasure and
treading no path save the wilderness of His love. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Aug-14

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter which you wrote
to Afnan was observed. Although there is no opportunity for
writing and describing, yet the love of God, like the ethereal
sphere, is in effervescence and therefore compels this brief note.
Observe how precious you are upon this plane and how you are
filled to overflowing with steadfastness and constancy, and are
the cause of guidance to the heedless ones and life to the dead.
Today all people are intoxicated with the sleep of negligence
and deprived of the favors of the Divine Unity. They are with-
out portion from the Most Great Bounty and are deprived and
far from the effulgences of the Sun of Reality. Praise be to God
that the friends are firm and steadfast and are confirmed and
assisted in spreading the divine teachings. This is the spirit of
life and this is the path of salvation. This is eternal life and
this is everlasting purity and freedom. Freedom is this: that
man gains deliverance from captivity to the world of nature
and becomes a prince in the city of eternal glory.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken on 1919-Aug-15 in Haifa

[Talk in the garden of the Most Holy House in Haifa at 7:45
PM on August 15, 1919]

I walked to the seashore. This is a very pleasant place, for it
resembles Darband-i-Shimran. In Shimran, Tehran, there is a
locality called Murgh-Mahallih, situated in Darband-i-Shimran
- a most delightful place. In the early days of the Cause, in
the year ‘65, the Blessed Beauty chose that place because it
was somewhat secluded. In summer there was a mountain like
this Mount Carmel. At the foot of that mountain there was a
garden with a stream of water - most delightful. There was an
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upper level with a garden and building. From there, one would
descend thirty or forty steps to the second level, which also had
a garden and grapevines. Then descending another thirty or
forty steps was the third level, which was also a garden. Then
one would come to the fourth level, from where water flowed to
a mill with several millstones, and from there the water flowed
to a lake. The Blessed Beauty ordered that a very large stone
platform be built in the middle of the lake, and a pavilion
was erected there for receiving visitors. When seated up there,
these levels were in view, and beyond them was the lake - most
delightful. However, beyond the lake was the mountain which
blocked the view. Now I am thinking that the Shrine of the
Bab should be in such terraces, level upon level, down to the
bottom.

The spiritual delight of Murgh-Mahallih was in those early days
of the Cause when the Blessed Beauty would go there in sum-
mer. The friends had great enthusiasm - there were always one
hundred or one hundred and fifty believers there, and people
would come into His presence, and as they came He would teach
them. It was a paradise within paradise. There was tremen-
dous spirituality. At night, one would chant prayers, another
would sing verses, another would be overcome with joy and
ecstasy. It was quite remarkable. Everyone who came there
was transformed. The Blessed Beauty would speak for two or
three hours. The Ahsanu’l-Qisas would be recited. There were
some who were full of enthusiasm, attraction and ecstasy, in-
cluding the brother of Shatir-Bashi, named Mirza Sulayman,
who was later arrested at the house of the renowned Sulayman
Khan, and as they were leading him through the street, he
sang: “Though swords rain down in the path of that Moon, we
bow our necks - the command is God’s!” He had a most melo-
dious voice and would recite the verses in beautiful tones. He
was present in the warehouse before the Blessed Beauty and
was the brother of the chief royal baker. For the sake of the
chief baker, the Shah wished to release him, but the chief baker
himself insisted most vehemently until they martyred him, say-
ing “I disown this brother! He is an enemy of the king! He is
a Babi! I shall slay him with my own hands!”

1 In any case, Mirza Sulayman would recite the Ahsanu’l-Qisas
day and night. The believers would constantly interpret the
Qur’an and explain the prophecies that had been given, demon-
strating that the proof of Muhammad’s prophethood lay in the
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verses. The Blessed Beauty would prove the truth of the Bab
day and night, showing that the first proof was the revelation
of verses, as stated in the Qur’an: “Is it not enough for them
that We have sent down unto thee the Book?” and likewise
“And if ye be in doubt concerning that which We have sent
down unto Our servant, then produce a Surah like unto it,”
and also “If mankind and the jinn should combine together to
produce the like of this Qur’an, they could not produce the
like thereof, though they were helpers one of another.” They
would also recite the verses of the Ahsanu’l-Qisas with such
grace that the attendees would become enraptured. Among
“O Our Most Great Master! I have sac-
rificed my all for Thee and desire nothing but martyrdom in
Thy path and to be reviled in Thy love.” And among them: “O
Qurratu’l-‘Ayn! Say to the houris of the chambers to emerge
from their apartments unveiled and hearken unto the melody
of the Beloved Speaker.” The meaning of these houris is the
divine mysteries. And among them: “By God! I am verily a
houri born of Baha in a palace of moist red ruby.”

these was this verse:

In any case, the “Most Great Master” whom the Bab addresses
saying “I have sacrificed my all for Thee” is assuredly He Whom
God shall make manifest, for none other deserves such an ad-
dress. Among the proofs, they would cite these traditions: “In
our Qa’im there are four signs from four Prophets - Joseph,
Moses, Jesus and Muhammad. As for the sign from Joseph,
it is imprisonment; as for the sign from Moses, it is fear and
expectation; as for the sign from Jesus, it is what they said
concerning Him; as for the %ign from Muhammad, He shall
bring a Book like the Qur’an.” And: “When the Standard of
Truth appears, the people of the East and West shall curse it.”
And: “In the year sixty His Cause shall be made manifest and
His mention shall be exalted.”

And similar traditions - I speak briefly. Among the proofs they
The Prophet Muhammad said “The
verse ‘Be thou steadfast as thou art commanded’ hath made me
old.” The Bab showed the utmost steadfastness in the face of
the deniers. Steadfastness itself is a proof. Among the proofs
was the fact that blessed souls who believed and sacrificed their
lives were from among the most prominent and distinguished
people of the nation, both clergy and others. And so forth.
All conversations were presentations of proof and evidence. As
Mirza said, “The samovar was boiling and hearts were stirring;
the table was blessed and joy was prepared.”

cited was steadfastness.
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One day three princes came - one was Farhad Mirza, another
Sultan Murad Mirza, and the third was ‘Imadu’d-Dawlih, son
of Muhammad ‘Ali Mirza. They arrived in the morning and
stayed until evening. The Blessed Beauty taught them the
Faith. This Prince Farhad Mirza is the same one who, in the
time of Nasiri’d-Din Shah, when Abul-Fadl, Mulla Ali-Akbar,
Amin and Shaykh Rida were arrested due to false accusations
and were interrogated at the house of Nayibu’s-Saltanih, ar-
gued with the luminous Shaykh Rida during the interrogation,
saying “I was a friend of Baha’u’llah and we associated with
each other and drank together. How is it that you now have
such belief in him?”
through this slander. But Shaykh Rida - may my spirit be a
sacrifice unto him - responded with utmost strength and power,
saying “Your Highness, because of your own admission you are
not qualified to testify, for you have confessed to immoral con-
duct. Find another witness.” This is why the Blessed Beauty
later addressed him saying “I only met you twice - once in
Shimiran in Murgh-Mahallih and once in the city, and in both
meetings others were present.”

His intention was to shake their faith

In any case, the Blessed Beauty in Murgh-Mahallih was like a
surging ocean in His pavilion, and day and night the melody
of “O joy! O joy!” from the Supreme Concourse was in uproar.
When He returned, the journey to Badasht occurred. There
in Shimiran the Blessed Beauty revealed such utterances and
demonstrations that all, both insider and outsider, were as-
tounded. Despite it being known that He had never attended
any school, suddenly such utterances left everyone amazed.

In any case, Shaykh Rida was a very blessed soul. Abul-Fadl
- may the spirit of those near to God be a sacrifice unto him -
said that during the interrogation they exercised wisdom, thus
the authorities, meaning Nayibu’s-Saltanih and the ministers,
were not satisfied. When it came time for Shaykh Rida’s inter-
rogation, he spoke without consideration of wisdom or discre-
tion, openly explaining the beliefs and teachings of this Cause.
He stood up and prayed in the presence of Nayibu’s-Saltanih
and the ministers, saying “I have stated the truth of the Baha’i
Cause without any veil or covering, but we are forbidden from
corruption, therefore what the accusers have alleged is false.”
Nayibu’s-Saltanih said “This old man has spoken truthfully
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and correctly.” This became the cause of our deliverance, oth-
erwise they would never have released us.

In any case, these souls are like seeds hidden beneath the soil
- their worth is not known, but when they sprout forth it be-
comes evident. Now the station of these holy souls will become
manifest later. Consider that despite the might of Nasiri’d-
Din Shah, the wrath of Nayibu’s-Saltanih, the royal guards
and executioners, that blessed being spoke in the gathering of
Nayibu’s-Saltanih with utmost radiance and eloquence. It is
easy to say, but if one finds oneself in such a situation, one real-
izes how difficult it is. Indeed, the apostles of Christ were great
and divine beings who remained faithful to the Spirit (Christ),
yet despite this, Peter, according to the Gospel text, denied
three times when arrested, saying “I am not of Him” and “I
know Him not.” Consider then, in such an assembly, at a time
when Nasiri’d-Din Shah was at the height of his bloodthirsti-
ness and the Nayibu’s-Saltanih at the peak of his recklessness,
with attendants and executioners standing by with whips and
swords - it is evident with what power and what spirit that
noble person (may my soul be a sacrifice unto him) did speak.
How pure in faith was this person! In truth, he was the em-
bodiment of the blessed verse “We offered the Trust to the
heavens and the earth and the mountains, but they refused to
bear it. Yet man took it upon himself.” He was indeed “most
unjust, most foolish” - meaning he was “most oppressed, most
unknown.”
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ABO00991

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Aug-15

O Amin! In your letters you made mention of all the loved ones
of God, specifically naming certain souls who are in the ut-
most firmness and steadfastness, occupied day and night with
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the spread of the divine teachings and accustomed to sacri-
fice. In truth, these souls are verses of unity and banners of
detachment, exalted letters and perfect words. They are the
faithful servants of the Blessed Beauty and souls steadfast in
the Covenant. They have no desire save self-sacrifice in the
divine path, and seek no shelter or refuge save the altar of sac-
rifice. What praise you have offered regarding them is indeed
true, and those individuals whom you mentioned separately
hold a special station in the Abha Kingdom and a designated
blessing.

On my behalf, convey utmost love and longing to all the friends
and say: You are the trees of the Abha Paradise and the lights
of the horizon of guidance. You are the brilliant stars, detached
and free from all save the Blessed Beauty. Give thanks to God
that you wear such a crown upon your head and are clothed
in such a robe. You are the object of providential regard and
the recipients of the glances of the eyes of divine mercy. In
the fire of tests your faces have been illumined, and you have
burned away the veils of others’ vain imaginings. Therefore,
spend your time as much as possible in teaching, and withhold
not such a bounty from anyone. Diligent effort is necessary
and intense endeavor is required, lest the time of opportunity
slip away.

For the vain thoughts of the various parties have become
evident, having made people weary of life through upheaval.
Hearts have grown tired and idle talk has made souls abhor-
rent. Ears are ready for sweet melodies and hearts yearn
for ease and comfort, while minds are perplexed as to how
Iran might be reformed from ruin and this buried land might
be made prosperous. Today it is established throughout
all regions of the world that the teachings of the Ancient
Beauty are the spirit of this age and the light of this century.
They are the instantaneous cure for chronic diseases and the
supreme healing antidote for the poisoned body of the world.
It is hoped that the Iranians too will awaken, move beyond
metaphor, become aware of and comprehend the truth, and
realize that the Sun of Truth has risen from the dawning-place
of Iran and has shed its rays upon all horizons. Strange it is
that strangers have awakened while familiars remain asleep
in the bed of heedlessness. Through the favors of the True
Educator, we hold sincere hope that the veil will be lifted, the
covering rent asunder, that the heedless will become people of
insight, and that the captives of metaphor will comprehend
reality.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

e el Sy

MKT9.035, PYB#265 p.04

AB03038

Date: 1919-Aug-15

My God and My heart’s desire! I pray to Thee at the break
of day and at nightfall, and mention Thy Name at morn and
eventide, and supplicate to Thee at daytime and night season
that Thou may draw me out of the depths of my corrupt desires
and deliver me from this dark abyss and attract me to Thy
most glorious kingdom and detach me, every day and every
night, from all else but Thee.

Lord! Thou hast created Thy noble servant Mohammad
Ibrahim, a namesake of Khalil, from the loins of that long-
suffering personage, the leader of the prisoners and amongst
the most sincere of the banished. Blessed is he that Thou
hast reared him in the bosom of Thy mercy and held him
in Thy divine embrace and nurtured him from the breast
of Thy love and raised him beneath the shadow of Thy
loving-kindness, until he reached the age of maturity and
entered this Prison. He hath borne allegiance to Thy sacred
threshold and persevered in his intimate communion with
Thee and in celebrating Thy praise. He yearned to attain Thy
presence and hastened to the door of Thy Oneness imploring
Thy pardon for his sins and seeking the hem of the raiment of
Thy forgiveness.

Lord! He hath no provisions but reliance on Thee, O Thou
Who art a refuge to them who seek a sheltering shadow, O
Thou Who art a help to them who search for protection and
Thou Who defendest them who hope for sanctuary.

Lord! Forgive Me and him our shortcomings, draw him out
of misfortunes, lift off his anguish and lead him to the foun-
tainhead of Thy bounty and let him to drink from the chalice
of faithfulness and make him a sign of Thy grace and loving-
kindness in the midmost of paradise and through the heaven
of contentment. Thou art the All-Bounteous, Thou art the
Clement and Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Merciful.
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Words spoken on 1919-Aug-15

Haji Karim Khan wrote a refutation of the Cause and, taking
it with him, set out for Tihran, that he might present it to the
Shah and receive a robe of honour and a reward. When he
reached Tihran, book in hand, he entered the presence of the
Shah. Nasiri’d-Din Shah asked: “Haji Khan, what is this?” He
replied: “May I be thy sacrifice! It is Tir-i-Shihab, a refutation
of the Bab. This book will efface the Baha’i community and
bring it utterly to an end.” Nasiri’d-Din Shah said: “Haji, this
book and others like it will accomplish nothing. My sword
shall uproot it and bring it to naught.”

Now let him raise his head from the grave and behold what his
sword hath wrought.
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To: Baha’is of Germany
Date: 1919-Aug-20

O ye who are the chosen ones of the Abha Kingdom! Praise ye
the Lord of Hosts for He, riding upon the clouds, hath come
down to this world out of the heaven of the invisible realm, so
that East and West were lit by the glory of the Sun of Truth,
and the call of the Kingdom was raised, and the heralds of the
realm above, with melodies of the Concourse on high, sang out
the glad tidings of the Coming. Then the whole world of being
did quiver for joy, and still the people, even as the Messiah
saith, slept on: for the day of the Manifestation, when the
Lord of Hosts descended, found them wrapped in the slumber
of unknowing. As He saith in the Gospel, My coming is even as
when the thief is in the house, and the goodman of the house
watcheth not.

From amongst all mankind hath He chosen you, and your eyes
have been opened to the light of guidance and your ears at-
tuned to the music of the Company above; and blessed by
abounding grace, your hearts and souls have been born into
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new life. Thank ye and praise ye God that the hand of infinite
bestowals hath set upon your heads this gem-studded crown,
this crown whose lustrous jewels will forever flash and sparkle
down all the reaches of time.

To thank Him for this, make ye a mighty effort, and choose for
yourselves a noble goal. Through the power of faith, obey ye
the teachings of God, and let all your actions conform to His
laws. Read ye The Hidden Words, ponder the inner meanings
thereof, act in accord therewith. Read, with close attention,
the Tablets of Tarazat (Ornaments), Kalimat (Words of Par-
adise), Tajalliyyat (Effulgences), Ishraqat (Splendours), and
Bisharat (Glad Tidings), and rise up as ye are bidden in the
heavenly teachings. Thus may each one of you be even as a
candle casting its light, the centre of attraction wherever peo-
ple come together; and from you, as from a bed of flowers, may
sweet scents be shed.

Raise ye a clamour like unto a roaring sea; like a prodigal
cloud, rain down the grace of heaven. Lift up your voices and
sing out the songs of the Abha Realm. Quench ye the fires
of war, lift high the banners of peace, work for the oneness of
humankind and remember that religion is the channel of love
unto all peoples. Be ye aware that the children of men are sheep
of God and He their loving Shepherd, that He careth tenderly
for all His sheep and maketh them to feed in His own green
pastures of grace and giveth them to drink from the wellspring
of life. Such is the way of the Lord. Such are His bestowals.
Such, from among His teachings, is His precept of the oneness
of mankind.

The portals of His blessings are opened wide and His signs
are published abroad and the glory of truth is blazing forth;
inexhaustible are the blessings. Know ye the value of this time.
Strive ye with all your hearts, raise up your voices and shout,
until this dark world be filled with light, and this narrow place
of shadows be widened out, and this dust heap of a fleeting
moment be changed into a mirror for the eternal gardens of
heaven, and this globe of earth receive its portion of celestial
grace.

; Then will aggression crumble away, and all that maketh for

disunity be destroyed, and the structure of oneness be raised
— that the Blessed Tree may cast its shade over east and west,
and the Tabernacle of the singleness of man be set up on the
high summits, and flags that betoken love and fellowship flutter
from their staffs around the world until the sea of truth lift high
its waves, and earth bring forth the roses and sweet herbs of
blessings without end, and become from pole to pole the Abha
Paradise.
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These are the counsels of Abdu’l-Baha. It is my hope that
out of the bestowals of the Lord of Hosts ye will become the
spiritual essence and the very radiance of humankind, binding
the hearts of all with bonds of love; that through the power of
the Word of God ye will bring to life the dead now buried in
the graves of their sensual desires; that ye will, with the rays
of the Sun of Truth, restore the sight of those whose inner eye
is blind; that ye will bring spiritual healing to the spiritually
sick. These things do I hope for, out of the bounties and the
bestowals of the Beloved.

At all times do I speak of you and call you to mind. I pray
unto the Lord, and with tears I implore Him to rain down all
these blessings upon you, and gladden your hearts, and make
blissful your souls, and grant you exceeding joy and heavenly
delights...

O Thou loving Provider! These souls have hearkened to the
summons of the Kingdom, and have gazed upon the glory of the
Sun of Truth. They have risen upward to the refreshing skies
of love; they are enamoured of Thy nature, and they worship
Thy beauty. Unto Thee have they turned themselves, speaking
together of Thee, seeking out Thy dwelling, and thirsting for
the waterbrooks of Thy heavenly realm. Thou art the Giver,
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the Bestower, the Ever-loving.
MKT3.092, MNMEK#097 p.178,
SWAB#017, BPRY.093x, BBBD.446-449 MMEK1#017 p.033, BCH.175, MJMJ2.016ax,
MMG2#025 p.026x

To: Mihraban Khudadad et al.,
Date: 1919-Aug-21

in Bombay

O loved ones of God! Praise be to God that the fire of war in
the lands of Europe has somewhat subsided, and the banner
of strife has been cast down. Through divine assistance and
grace, and through the spirituality of pure souls, the earth
has found some tranquility, closed paths have reopened, and
communication has begun anew. This is naught but through
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the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones. We are powerless and unable to
properly praise and glorify this great bounty. We have neither
an eloquent tongue to offer thanks, nor the physical strength
to render service, nor the worship worthy to approach Him,
nor eyes worthy to seek His countenance. We have no recourse
but to acknowledge our weakness, no excuse but to express our
powerlessness, for we cannot offer praise and worship befitting
His Lordship.

Therefore, O loved ones of God, it is best that we occupy our-
selves with His counsels and exhortations, conduct ourselves
according to the divine teachings, consider His instructions as
the source of our success and prosperity, and seek refuge at
the threshold of His oneness from the deceptions and tempta-
tions of the commanding self. Let us transcend desires and
passions, free ourselves from the contamination of the natural
world, raise high the banner of unity, and pursue oneness. For
the divine teachings thus command us to become the cause of
fellowship and love among humanity, that we may be delivered
from danger and stay clear of harm and injury, until we become
trees full of blossoms and fruit. Let us embrace these divine
counsels with heart and soul, and become sanctified and pure
from the impulses of water and clay. First, we must remember
ourselves, then turn to others; first, lovers must become self-
sacrificing, then guide others. How can one who has not found
existence from the Bestower of existence bestow existence on
others?

O friends! Praise be to God, you are lovers of the counte-
nance of Truth and the bewildered ones of His path. You
are turned toward the Most Glorious Horizon and attached to
the Supreme Kingdom. You are alive and stirred by the soul-
quickening breeze from the divine garden, intimate and harmo-
nious with the Kingdom of Mysteries, in tune and accord with
the birds of the garden of the Most Glorious Paradise. You
bear upon your brows a ray of the manifest light and have a
share and portion of the grace of the All-Merciful and Compas-
sionate. Be thankful that you are confirmed in this greatest
bounty. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02503

To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1919-Aug-21

O All-Knowing God! O Merciful Lord! These pure, content
and well-pleased souls were confident in Thy favors, relied upon
Thy attributes, and trusted in Thy aid. They heard the heav-
enly glad-tidings, became awakened, grew conscious, and be-
came intimate with Thy mystery. They began serving Thee
and became intimate companions and confidants in Thy re-
membrance. They were enkindled with the fire of Thy love,
burned away the veils, fixed their gaze on the center of guid-
ance, learned the new Faith, became renowned throughout the
horizons by Thy name, and were known to both high and low
through Thy love. Finally they grew weary of this dark and
narrow world, set out for Thy path and took flight toward
Thee.

O Merciful Lord! They were hopeful - let them not be disap-
pointed. They were yearning - make them content. They were
passionate and ardent for Thee - admit them to the gather-
ing of reunion and make them aware of the mysteries of the
realm of secrets. Grant them flight in the endless world and
make them abide forever in the Kingdom of Mysteries, in the
gathering of the revelation of lights. Forgive their errors, be-
stow Thy gifts, make them manifestations of forgiveness and
include them in Thy pardon and favor. Thou art the Forgiver,
the Bestower, the Kind One.
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To: Johanna Hauff, in Germany
Date: 1919-Aug-22

O leaf upon the Tree of Life! The Tree of Life, of which mention
is made in the Bible, is Baha’u’llah, and the daughters of the
Kingdom are the leaves upon that blessed Tree. Then thank
thou God that thou hast become related to that Tree, and
that thou art flourishing, tender and fresh. The gates of the
Kingdom are opened wide, and every favored soul is seated at
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the banquet table of the Lord, receiving his portion of that
heavenly feast. Praised be God, thou too art present at this
table, taking thy share of the bountiful food of heaven. Thou
art serving the Kingdom, and art well acquainted with the
sweet savors of the Abha Paradise. Then strive thou with
all thy might to guide the people, and eat thou of the bread
that hath come down from heaven. For this is the meaning of
Christ’s words: “I am the living bread which came down from
heaven ... he that eateth of this bread shall live forever.”

Convey the utmost kindness on my behalf to your respected
mother and two sisters. I pray for them and beseech eternal
bounties for them from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1919-Aug-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your numerous letters
were received. Their contents were evidence of the confirma-
tion of the Peerless Lord. Praise be to God, divine confirma-
tions from every direction are all-encompassing and the boun-
ties of the Lord are complete. Confirmations arrive continu-
ously and the breeze from the rose garden of grace is wafting.
The melody of the Concourse on High gives the greatest glad
tidings and the waves of the Most Great Sea scatter pearls
and coral upon the shores of hearts. I hope that in those re-
gions you will be assisted in singing the Psalms of the House
of David and that you will receive the outpourings from the
praised station of the Abha Kingdom and bestow them upon
all.

O my God, my God! Verily Thy servant Yuhanna Dawud hath
been set aflame with the fire of passionate love in Thy love,
and hath emerged in the realm of existence with a power like
the rumbling of thunder. He hath spoken Thy remembrance
amongst the servants and become renowned throughout the
land, while every envious one lieth in wait for him. O Lord!
Protect him from the arrows of the corrupt ones and make
him a brilliant sign shining upon the heads of all witnesses.
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Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Bestower.
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To: Mother of Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Aug-22

O handmaiden of Baha! His honor ‘Abdu’l-Husayn Khan and
his honor ‘Ali-Muhammad Khan, two saplings of the Garden
of Abha, have been occupied for some time in these parts with
the acquisition of sciences and arts, and each year they have
spent some time near the Most Exalted Shrine, engaged in
the remembrance and meditation of God. Now they intend
to return to those parts. In truth, they conducted themselves
well and I was pleased with them. They were always a cause
of good mention of you, that such a mother raised these two
worthy youth well, nourishing them at the breast of the love
of God and nurturing them in the cradle of the knowledge of
God. In any case, give thanks to God that you are associated
with such nobility and are the mother of two such faithful sons.
I pray for all and supplicate at the Sacred Threshold that He
may ever include all within divine favors and under the glance
of heavenly grace. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Ali Murad Najafabdai, in Najafabad
Date: 1919-Aug-22

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which
thou hadst written to Mirza Nuru’d-Din was read. In truth,
this calamity was a most great calamity. However, Jinab-i-
Ni’'matu’llah hath ascended to the horizon of ancient glory. I
hope that he may be reckoned among the martyrs, and be
accepted at the Threshold of the Divine Oneness, be immersed
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in the ocean of forgiveness, and attain to the seat of truth in
the presence of the Mighty Sovereign. Upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Ali Aqa, in Sarvistan
Date: 1919-Aug-23

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter of 5 Sha’ban
1337 was received. Its contents were delightful for they evi-
denced firmness in the Cause of the Manifest Light. The friends
in Sarvistan have always been mentioned and beloved by the
Center of the Covenant and recipients of His boundless sub-
lime favors. Through the grace of the Generous Lord, I hope
they will shine forth with perfect steadfastness and firmness,
become renowned throughout all regions for their servitude to
the Blessed Beauty, share partnership with ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and
be like an iron mountain - steady and firm, like an impregnable
fortress - solid and strong. May deviations have no effect on
them and may they not utter a breath contrary to the clear
text of the Book. The divine texts are for guidance and are
decisive judgments revealing truth. I implored at the thresh-
old of the Lord and sought forgiveness for Fath’ali Khan. O
Forgiving Lord, pardon this zealous servant and gather him in
the garden of joy. Forgive his sins, grant him shelter, bestow
bounty upon him, and lead him to the seat of truth. Make
the late Mirza Yahya forgiven and accepted, make his efforts
appreciated and grant him abundant reward.

His late daughter was attracted, believing, assured and tran-
quil. Make her content and pleasing in the court of the Divine
Unity. Make Husayn ‘Ali Khan and Muhammad ‘Ali Khan
two brilliant lamps and perfume their nostrils with the fra-
grance of confirmation. Make Mirza Isma’il, ‘Azizu’llah and
Khalil exalted, and grant heavenly beauty and grace to their
fair faces. Grant powerful confirmation to the handmaiden
of God Shahzadih Bigum and make Nizamu’d-Din a brilliant
star. Immerse the descendant of Haydar-‘Ali in the ocean of
forgiveness.
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O ‘Ali Aqa, it is explicitly stated in the Book that when a
daughter is betrothed, the wedding cannot be delayed more
than ninety-five days.

Regarding the twenty-four chosen ones mentioned in the Holy
Book and discussed in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Some Answered Ques-
tions - nineteen of them were the Point of Truth and Letters
of the Living who have passed away. The other five remain un-
known until now. God willing, they will be explicitly identified
in the future.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Yazdi, Fadlullah son of Ali Akbar Banna, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Aug-23

O remembrance of that holy soul! The letter you sent through
the post did not arrive, but the second letter which you sent
through the trusted messenger Aqa Mirza Mahdi Rashti was
received. You had written about the departure of the revolu-
tionaries and the arrival of the forces of the just government.
The army of this government has reached every land, agitation
has been replaced by tranquility, the mirage has turned to wa-
ter, and revolution has been transformed into comfort for the
companions. However, the corrupting ones do not allow it -
they object and compel a retreat, even though the withdrawal
of British forces would cause another rebellion.

Truly Mashhadi Yusuf Husaynov is zealous, steadfast, and
brave, and his efforts are praiseworthy. He is near to the
threshold of the All-Glorious and is regarded and praised by
the Concourse on High. He is sound and healthy, protected
under the shelter of the All-Forgiving Lord. Physical ailments
are of no importance - Jacob’s eyes turned white from grief,
Job was afflicted with all manner of diseases and illnesses, yet
their radiant reality remained pure and sanctified from every
dust.

The late Mashhadi Ali of Arduabad truly sacrificed his life. Ev-
ery blessed soul who assists the Baha’i schools, or who opens
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hand and heart to their progress and strives for their orga-
nization, will receive praise from the Concourse on High and
become a recipient of the effusions of the Abha Kingdom. The
members of the school’s assembly have truly rendered benevo-
lent services in severe years and have demonstrated the utmost
zeal and enthusiasm. Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to
Habibullah. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Rahmatabadi, Khudadad Jamshid et al., in Bombay
Date: 1919-Aug-23

O seekers of the path of God and followers of the way of guid-
ance! Your letter arrived and your names were read. Praise be
to God, the sea of bounty is surging and the rain of mercy is
pouring down. The Blessed Tree has cast its shade upon the
friends and all have taken shelter beneath the tent of oneness.
The breeze from the rose garden of divine favor perfumes all
nostrils, and the waves of the Most Great Ocean scatter pearls
and coral upon the shore of creation. Therefore He has distin-
guished you and placed the crown of eternal bounty upon your
heads. So in gratitude for this bounty, conduct yourselves ac-
cording to the teachings of His Holiness the Most Unique One,
that the fame of the friends’ nobility and the call of the Baha’is’
sacrifice may encompass the world and set the seven climes of
the earth in motion. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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AB11996

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab son of Mulla Ali Akbar, in Ishqabad
Date: 1919-Aug-2/

O spiritual youth! Your esteemed father became a martyr in
the path of the Lord, but praise be to God, he left you brothers
behind. Praise be to God that the son follows in the footsteps
of the father. He is loving. Steadfastness is a garment upon
the human temple and the magnet of divine confirmation. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB00429

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-Aug-25

O respected physician, my partner and associate, and my com-
panion and friend in servitude at the Sacred Threshold! The
ascension of his honor Samandar set hearts aflame and cast a
burning ember into all hearts. Hearts became the arena of sor-
rows and the spirit was deprived of joy and delight. This was
destined - that is the decree of the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
We have nothing except submission and acceptance.

2 A prayer was written commemorating that pride of the righ-
teous and joy of the chosen ones, and was sent previously. Now
also a Visitation Tablet has been written by the Pen of the
Covenant which adorns these pages and is enclosed. As for
your recent letter which arrived, this response is being writ-
ten. In brief, during these years of upheaval, war and turmoil,
there were severe dangers from all directions. Despite this, the
hearts of these wanderers remained in perfect peace and tran-
quility. At every moment ‘Abdu’l-Baha was ready to sacrifice
his life and desired martyrdom with utmost joy. But the worth-
less enemies were ineffective and ‘Abdu’l-Baha was under the
protection of the Blessed Beauty.
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That bloodthirsty Jamal [Pasha] came to ‘Akka and Haifa sev-
eral times and inquired about ‘Abdu’l-Baha, but I was either
at the Most Exalted Spot or at the Sacred Threshold of the
Blessed Beauty and did not wish to meet with him. Later it
was observed that this would increase animosity. One night he
was at the German hospice on Mount Carmel and arranged to
meet me along with the governor of ‘Akka. The governor came
and conveyed the invitation. We went together, and when we
sat down with the German consul present, without any pream-
ble he suddenly said there are two types of troublemakers -
political and religious troublemakers. In Ottoman terms this
word means those who cause corruption, who stir up sedition
and overthrow governments and religions. Since Jamal Pasha
himself and his associates had overthrown the Ottoman gov-
ernment, I realized that only humor would be appropriate. I
said “Praise be to God that no harm came from the political
corruptors - God willing no harm will come from the religious
corruptors either” He laughed heartily and said in Turkish
“That’s right!”

We continued speaking with him in jest. Then I said, “Your
Excellency, religious differences have broken Islam’s back. It
would be better if after the war you gather all the religious
leaders in Istanbul and unite them forcefully. I will strive to
make them all one nation and one religion, and if that doesn’t
work, you can compel them all by force.” He liked this very
“They plot and God plots, and God is the best of
plotters.”

much.

Meanwhile in Jerusalem, in the presence of a group including
the German consul, he had said “God willing, this time I will
conquer Egypt and return victorious, and the first thing I will
do is hang ‘Abdu’l-Baha.” The German consul came and pri-
vately informed me of this, as did others. In response I said “If
the Pasha returns victorious, we will willingly give our blood
and adorn the gallows.”

; Not long after, one morning the consul came and said “A

strange thing has happened - there was fighting in the gulf
two days ago, and today a telegram arrived from Jamal Pasha
from Beersheba saying he is nearby. We were amazed how the
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commander of the army could be separated from his forces.”
In response it was said “It is clear that as soon as battle was
joined, they abandoned the army and chose to flee - there is
no other explanation.” The consul laughed heartily and said
“That must be what happened.”

In any case, the Pasha came and said “This was not a battle,
it was a probe - we wanted to test the enemy’s strength.” Day
by day His Excellency the Pasha declined until he truly chose
to flee, so that it would be proven that “All affairs are in the
grasp of Your power, and this is easy for You.”

O my physician, partner and associate! You had requested
permission to come into the presence - ‘Abdu’l-Baha is also
extremely eager. You have permission, but in the spring. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02323

Tablet of visitation for Samandar
To: Unknown, in Qazvin
Date: 1919-Aug-25

May the fragrant breeze and the musk-laden perfume wafting
from the Abha Paradise pass over your illumined grave and
your perfumed tomb, O Samandar, O white falcon, O greatest
eagle soaring to the heights!

I bear witness that you tore away the veils of glory, rent asun-
der the coverings, and dispersed the darkness through the
power of clear verses. You responded to the call raised from
the Abha Kingdom, guided the thirsty ones to the fountain-
head of certitude and the spring of assured truth, called them
to the manifest light, directed them to the straight path, and
exalted the mention of your Lord among all peoples. Your
strength did not fail when reproach intensified from the people
of misery. Each day you were in grave danger under the swords
of the oppressors. You sacrificed your soul at every moment
and spoke with mighty proof, establishing conclusive evidence
and overwhelming argument against the atheists to vindicate
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truth and vanquish falsehood, immersed in the ocean of guid-
ance. You spent your days drinking the bitter cup in the path
of the Luminary of the horizons. Despite this, you remained
firm in the Covenant, dissociated yourself from the people of
hypocrisy, avoided the company of dissension, and guided all
to firmness of step, to standing fast before the masses, and to
shunning the base ones who broke the Covenant and opposed
the truth.

I beseech God to make your descendants walk the mighty path
and stand firm on the straight way, that they may polish your
lamp-glass and illuminate your light, follow your way, and
make your resting place encompassed by the layers of light
descending from the heaven of your Forgiving Lord, gladden
the hearts of those who loved you and those who circle round
your sanctuary, and thank Him Who created and fashioned
you. Verily my Lord is tender toward you, and I am truly de-
voted to you and yearn to visit your tomb. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: George Anzelin, in Blaricum, Holland
Date: 1919-Aug-26

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Thy letter
dated May 22, 1919 was received. Its contents were conducive
to the utmost joy. Praise be to God, that respected personage
stands athirst at the fountain of Life and a seeker after the path
of salvation. He investigates Truth and is wholly detached from
prejudice.

This age is the age of Truth and the outgrown antiquated
ideas are discarded by the wise and active learned men. In
this remarkable century all the antiquated and old principles
are totally discarded and in every respect new thoughts have
arisen. For instance, old scientific conceptions are done away
with and new conceptions and principles have taken their place;
old policies have been rejected and more modern ones have
been adopted; old sciences have been totally laid aside and
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a new and up-to-date conception has been formed; old cus-
toms and habits have been forgotten and have given way to
more modern ones; new achievements, new discoveries, new in-
vestigations and new inventions have amazed and bewildered
the mind of men and in short all things have been renewed.
Consequently the reality of the religion of God must be also re-
newed, imitations must be dissipated, the light of Truth must
shine resplendently and those Teachings that constitute the
spirit of this age must be promulgated- - - the Teachings of His
Holiness Bahaullah that are spread broadcast throughout all
regions and constitute the breaths of the Holy Spirit.

Rest thou assured that kindly confirmations shall always assist
thee. From among these teachings is the investigation of Truth,
that prejudices must be totally eliminated and the lamp of
Truth be instead enkindled. Another teaching is the Oneness
of the world of humanity that all men are the sheep of God
and He the Loving Shepherd who bestows upon them infinite
bounties. At most it is this that some who are ignorant must
be trained, some are afflicted with disease, they must be cured
and some are immature they must be helped to attain maturity.
The child, the infirm and the ignorant must not be hated but
on the contrary, they must be shown infinite kindness.

A nobler principle is that religion should be conducive to amity
and love among men and if at all it leads to rancour and enmity,
not to have religion is preferable. Another teaching declares the
conformity of religion with reason; whatever religion prescribes,
a sound reason must approve. Still another principle centers
around right and justice, equality and the preference of others
to one’ self and this should be willingly exercised and should
not be compulsory; so that each one may prefer his neighbor
to himself and by an affection that is Divine, as it is the case
with the Bahais in Persia, he may so love his neighbor as to
sacrifice his life for him.

5 Again from among His Teachings is that religious, racial,
worldly and political fanaticisms destroy the foundation of
Humanity. As long these superstitions exist, the world of
Humanity although outwardly civilized yet in reality will be
savagery incarnate and strife and war, dispute and wrangling
will be interminable. Another principle is that of Univer-
sal Peace and the establishment of the Supreme Court of
Arbitration—-a court that shall solve all the intricate national
and international problems. Another principle upholds Spiri-
tual Liberty i,e, freedom and salvation from the fetters of the
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world of nature for as long as man is a captive in the hands
of nature he remains rapacious. Another teaching establishes
the equality of both sexes for the world of Humanity has two
wings, one is the male sex and the other the female. Not until
both wings are equally strong will the world of humanity be
able to soar upon these wings and attain unto success and
prosperity.

i Another principle states that religion is the mighty bulwark

and if the world of humanity does not hold fast to it, confusion
and chaos will result and the structure of order and discipline
will be upset. Still another principle asserts that material civi-
lization must be combined with spiritual (Divine) civilization.
The former is likened to a globe and the latter is the light that
shines therein. Again the former is like unto the body of man
and no matter how charming that body may be, Divine civi-
lization is the soul and a lifeless body is assuredly void of any
importance. The world of humanity therefore is in need of the
breaths of the Holy Spirit, it is dead and without life, it is dark-
ness superposed upon darkness. The world of mankind is an
animal world, not until man is spiritually born again out and
away from the womb of nature i.e., become wholly detached
from it, can he cease to remain a perfect animal. It is the
Divine Teachings that convert this animal into a human soul.

And so on with the Teachings of Bahaullah which are quite
numerous, which bestow life and which illumine the world. Ev-
erything has been renewed and undoubtedly religious precepts
must be also renewed.

O thou who hast been gladdened with the glad-tidings of God!
Gird up thy loins, exert an effort and arise with all thy might
that thou mayest illumine that land with the light of the Divine
Teachings and transform the waste soils of thistles and weds
into a delectable rose garden.
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To: Ahmaduf et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1919-Aug-26

O trustees of the Trusted One! In his communications, the
Trusted One offers the utmost praise for those divine friends,
stating that these assured souls are my helpers, supporters and
allies, my companions and assistants. With their aid I engage
in service, and through their endeavors I find comfort and ease
in my affairs. These souls know no rest - they strive night and
day to complete the tasks assigned to them. The Trusted One
is truthful and his words reflect reality.

‘Abdu’l-Baha testifies even more strongly that these blessed
souls are well-known, not unknown; renowned, not hidden.
Throughout their lives they have walked the path of salvation,
and for a long time they have been devoted servants of the
Lord of Verses and Clear Signs. They are always engaged in
diffusing the divine fragrances, and are wandering, enraptured
and enthralled by the Desired One. They have rent asunder
the veils and kindled the fire of love and burned away the veils
of idle fancies. Like fierce lions they have roared, like the ocean
they have surged, and like whales of love they have cried out.
At every breath they have sacrificed a hundred thousand lives
and have not rested for a moment upon the pillow of comfort.

3 Such souls are surely worthy each day of divine address and
deserving of receiving written words. However, time is com-
pletely lacking and there is deficiency in correspondence. Yet
the conscience experiences endless emotions and the heart over-
flows infinitely, and constantly there is humble supplication at
the threshold of the All-Merciful and seeking of boundless aid
and grace, so that eternal bounty may encompass all and ev-
erlasting gifts may be attained. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB06547

To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Aug-26

Contributions collected for the teaching fund must be used for
teaching. Likewise contributions collected for the Mashrekol-
Azkar must be used for the Mashrekol-Azkar. These two must
not be mixed.

Convey thou on my behalf the fatherly greeting to Kather-
ine Ferguson and say: “I ask God to confirm and guide your
brother and sister of whom you have written in your letter.
Convey thou the utmost respect to Mr. Chapman. Appreciate
thou him for he became the cause of thy everlasting life and
thou hast become of the people of the Kingdom. This is thy
real father.”

Upon thee be El-Baha-el-Abha)

The maid-servant of God, Zeenat, is permitted to come. Be
very kind to Hashem Zadeh and teach him, giving him the
Message and Baha'i literature.

SW__v10#13 p.250x

AB02090

To: Emma B Stott, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Aug-27

O thou blossom on the Tree of Life! Happy art thou to have
girded thy loins in service; to have risen with all thy power
in the promulgation of the divine teachings, to have convened
gatherings and to have striven for the exaltation of the Word
of God.

In this mortal world every important matter hath an end;
and every remarkable achievement a termination; none hav-
ing permanent existence. For instance, consider how the im-
portant achievements of the ancient world have been totally
exterminated and not a trace remaineth therefrom save the
great Cause of the Kingdom of God, which hath no beginning
and will have no end. At most, it is only renewed. At the
beginning of each renewal it commandeth no attention in the
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sight of the people, but when once definitely established, it will
daily advance and in its daily exaltation will reach the supreme
heavens.

For instance, consider the day of Christ, which was the day of
the renewal of the Kingdom of God. The people of the world
attached no importance to it and did not realize its significance
to such an extent that the sepulchre of Christ remained lost
and unknown for three hundred years, until the maidservant of
God, Helen, the mother of Constantine arrived and discovered
the sacred spot.

My purpose in all this is to show how unobservant are the
people of the world and how ignorant, and on the day of the
establishment of the Kingdom, they remain heedless and neg-
ligent.

5 Erelong the power of the Kingdom will encompass all the world

and then they will be awakened and will cry and lament over
those who were oppressed and martyred, and will sigh and
moan. Such is the nature of people....

SWAB#231, SW_v11#10 p.167-168
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AB02457

To: Charles Mason Remey
Date: 1919-Aug-27

That gathering which you arranged at Mr. Bowen’s home and
where you gave a talk was an assembly of spiritual ones and
caused the heedless to become aware and mindful. You will
certainly continue to form such gatherings repeatedly so that
you and the souls firm and steadfast in the Covenant may speak
in these gatherings and awaken the sleeping ones and bring the
dead to life.

Convey my utmost love and attachment to Reverend Mr. Gout.
I will pray for him and beseech the Lord of the Kingdom that
he may become a valiant soldier of the Lord of Hosts and break
asunder the ranks and multitudes of the heedless through the
power of proof, that he may praise and glorify the Ancient Lord
with eloquent tongue and tear asunder the veils of people’s vain
imaginings with effective speech, so that he may baptize souls
with the fire of the love of God and the water of life and the
spirit.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

99


http://www.bahai.org/r/245714382
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_10
https://www.bahai.org/r/561576207

Vol. 174: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part III (Aug-Oct) AB12296

Convey respectful greetings to Dr. and Mrs. Terry and Mrs.
Gregory. These respected and blessed souls are under the
shade of the Tree of Life and are promoters of the verses of
the Kingdom of the Lord of Clear Proofs. They are birds of
the gardens of divine realities and fish in the ocean of God’s
Kingdom. I will supplicate at the Threshold of the All-Merciful
for your parents and seek protection and shelter for them, and
likewise for all your family. You have brought honor to this
family and become the cause of their eternal glory. This is not
apparent now but will soon become evident and clear. The
brothers of Joseph at first reproached and blamed him and
cast him into the well, but when they finally saw Joseph as the
governor of Egypt, they said “Verily, God has chosen you from
among us and bestowed greatness upon you.” Your family will
ultimately say the same.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#364

AB12296

To: Paul Gollmer, in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Aug-27

O thou who art thirsting for the fountain of Truth! Thy letter
was received. Its contents were most sweet, for they indicated
that throughout thy life thou hast been searching for the path
of salvation and longing for truth, being weary of imitation
and tradition, until at last the light of guidance shone forth
and illumined the realm of thy heart and soul. Thou hast
found a new life, opened the eye of insight, and heard the call
of the divine Kingdom. Give thanks to God that thou hast
attained such eternal life, and strive until thou art completely
reborn from the world of nature and baptized with the Holy
Spirit. And as thou hast desired, may thou become the cause
of awakening others, guide other souls, become a true servant
in the divine garden, and engage in arranging the flowers of
truth and inner meanings. Prove that thou art among the
chosen ones. Convey my utmost kindness and respect to thy
esteemed wife, Martha, and kiss thy two dear children on my
behalf. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

BBBD.453

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 60


http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_351-400.pdf#page=24

V]

Vol. 174: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part III (Aug-Oct)

AB02028

AB12426

To: Herrigel, Wilhelm et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Aug-27

O ye two blessed souls! Your previous letter dated July 27,
1919 has not yet arrived, but the letter dated August 5, 1919
has been received. A letter also arrived from Riaz Effendi offer-
ing the highest praise of you, stating that these two respected
individuals spend day and night diffusing the divine fragrances.
They have not a moment’s rest, their tongues are eloquent, and
they are the cause of awakening souls. They are successful and
confirmed. This news brought the utmost joy, that praise be
to God, you are successful in all that you should be, and soon
there will be magnificent results. I continually humble myself
before the Divine Glory and beseech heavenly assistance and
bounties for you. I am always anticipating joyful news from
you. Upon you both be the Most Glorious Peace.

BBBD.454

AB02028

Date: 1919-Sep-01

O my God, my God! I supplicate to the Kingdom of Thy
mercy and humble myself before the might of Thy oneness. |
am immersed in the ocean of prayer and say: O Lord of clear
signs! Thy mercy hath preceded all contingent beings and Thy
grace hath encompassed all created things.

O Lord! Verily Thy servant Ata lifted the veil, rent asunder
the covering, effaced all vain imaginings, and received bounty
from the Known Beauty. His eyes were gladdened by witness-
ing the signs, his heart was assured by the brilliance of the
lights, and his soul was pleased and his breast was dilated by
discovering the mysteries. He traversed the lands and called
the people to the straight path and the right way with speech
that bewildered the minds of the hearers. He gave glad tidings
of the manifest light shining from the supreme horizon. Thou
didst confirm him in all conditions until he guided a great mul-
titude of the righteous and strove to reveal the traces of those
who were martyred in Thy path in those regions, and brought
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forth from their graves the heads that were raised upon spears,
which were paraded about like the heads of evil ones.

O Lord! Those heads were severed in Thy path and adorned
the spears in Thy love. How blessed are they for this supreme
gift, and what glad tidings for them of this mighty bestowal!

O Lord! Verily Thy servant Ata arose to serve these until he
left the lowest depths and turned to Thee with a radiant coun-
tenance, yearning for pardon and forgiveness, seeking mercy
and good-pleasure.

5 O Lord! Honor his abode, accept him at Thy luminous thresh-
old, establish him in the midst of the supreme Paradise, and
shelter him in the vicinity of Thy greatest mercy, that he may
warble upon the branches of Paradise with the doves of ho-
liness and take the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary as his
nest and the Tree of Blessedness as his dwelling place, beneath
which rivers flow. Verily Thou art the All-Glorious, the Most
High, and verily Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Generous,
the Forbearing, the All-Pardoning.
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AB00491

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1919-Sep-05

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter dated 11 Shawwal
was received. The feast gathering that was formed, and the
divine assembly that engaged in chanting and arose in thanks-
giving to the Glorious Lord, that gathering attained the praise
of the Supreme Concourse. It was a merciful assembly, it was
a heavenly assembly.

The dark cloud of war has somewhat dissipated from the
world’s horizon and a faint ray of universal peace has dawned.
Through the favors of the Lord of Hidden Bounties,
hoped that the brilliant sun of peace and tranquility will shine
radiantly from the dawning-place of hopes.
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Praise be to God, whatever was revealed in the Sacred Tablets
fifty years ago has fully come to pass, and even the opposers
inserted those verses in their own book and published them.
For example, the misguided Mirza Mehdi, in order to incite
Abdul-Hamid to kill the exiles, included divine texts in his
book, such as this verse: “O Point situated between the two
seas! The throne of tyranny has been established upon thee.”
Then he inserted between two parentheses “i.e. Constantino-
ple” But now those prophesied matters have come to pass and
no one has room to deny and say these reports were after the
fact.

The principles of Dr. Wilson, the President, in these days
match the teachings revealed fifty years ago, and this servant
proclaimed them loudly in all gatherings and churches in Eu-
rope and America eight or nine years ago, and they were pub-
lished in European and American newspapers at that time. As
you wrote, the divine overwhelming will sometimes makes the
heedless ones heralds of the Cause. In truth, Mirza Mehdi was
a herald of the Cause.

Regarding the book of Javad that you mentioned, that book
was written by the Center of Violation but is in Javad’s name
and serves to awaken souls to know with what enmity and
hatred it was written.

About the gathering of the people of God in the gardens during
Ridvan that you wrote about - truly it amazes minds, and this
is naught but through the power and might of your Lord’s
confirmation, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

Regarding the teacher you wrote about - yes, Prince Muham-
mad Rida Mirza also wrote about this. Teachers must be
trained through encouragement and urging, and perfect teach-
ers must be shown the utmost respect, for there are very few
teachers. There is no other way. You must strive to form a
study class for teaching there so that new youth may be trained,
even if it is held at night, to acquire the requirements for teach-
ing. Likewise, whenever any two believers gather somewhere,
their discussions should be confined with utmost enthusiasm
to presenting proofs.
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The khans went to Furope for pilgrimage, travel and study,
and surely they will be successful and confirmed. The funds
you sent for them reached them.

And regarding the matter mentioned in the letter from the As-
sembly of Kermanshah which was achieved through His High-
ness’s efforts, it brought much joy and gladness. His Highness
has truly, from the beginning of maturity and prosperity, con-
ducted himself toward the Cause and the friends in a way that
illumines and adorns pages of this Cause’s history. They are
truly worthy of praise. In times when the oppressed friends
were in utmost danger, they would protect and defend. This
will not be forgotten. Therefore I hope from God’s favors that
their descendants will be honored forever.

Letters from Jahrom are being answered - deliver them to their
owners. Convey on behalf of this servant the most wondrous
and glorious greetings to all the divine friends. Show utmost
love and kindness to Haji Mulla Husayn-Ali and convey to him
my special greetings and praise. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB04970

To: Huri (Wife of Sirajul-Hukama), in Abadih
Date: 1919-Sep-05

O handmaiden of God! Your noble son, Badi’u’llah, made kind
mention of you, and so I took up writing this letter that you
may know your dear son is faithful and ready to mention you
in every instance. Do not be sorrowful and grieved by the
great calamities that have befallen you. Every breast is a tar-
get for the arrow of tribulation, and every heart is afHlicted
with some sorrow. However, those youth were not lost and
were not deprived of life. The ultimate truth is that physical
life was transformed into divine life, metaphorical existence
was changed into true existence. You will find those radiant
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faces in the divine rose garden, you will see those incompara-
ble saplings by the divine stream. Thank God that you have
such offspring who is close to the threshold of the Divine Unity,
who remembers you at the Sacred Threshold, and who is oc-
cupied with your mention in the circumambulating place of
the Supreme Concourse. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

Convey greetings to the handmaiden of God Bibi Diya and
Bint-i-Firdaws and Ruhu’llah.
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AB11919

To: Rawhani, Fuad et al., in Tihran
Date: 1919-Sep-05

O household of the servant of Baha! I beseech a blessing from
the Lord of Proof for that family, that they may grow and
develop under the shade of the Tree of the All-Merciful and
make infinite progress through the bounty of the Most Glorious
Kingdom, so that each one may become a swaying cypress in
the rose garden of mysteries and a peerless sapling in the Abha
Paradise. May they be watered from the stream of the Most
Great Guidance and set in motion by the life-giving breeze of
the supreme gift. Assuredly when they bear fruit they will
have a mighty result and effect, and they will be nurtured in
the shade of the Blessed Tree and the Divine Lote-Tree and will
attain the supreme gift. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB11811

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Sep-07

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was recited.
‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicates at the Threshold of Baha in the early
dawn and begs continuous confirmations for you. There is
strong hope that you will remain protected and preserved un-
der divine protection.

In your letter you wrote that the friends were active in service
during this severe storm and lived in relative safety compared
to other groups. This is correct. All peoples and religions
were truly devastated - their strength was dissipated and their
comfort and ease transformed into the most terrible conditions.
The prime minister of a just government described the true sit-
uation in parliament thus: “Seven million of our soldiers were
armed and were afflicted with the fire of war and killing for
five years. Three million fell, and one million were maimed
and disabled. The cost of war was six billion pounds - each bil-
lion being a thousand million, meaning sixty thousand crores.”
Consider what losses and afflictions the others endured.

Praise be to God, through the blessing of Baha’u’llah’s teach-
ings, the loved ones of God were free and protected from every
blow, preserved under the shelter of the Lord. And praise be
to God, during these years of war the friends in Tehran raised
their melody and song to the Abha Kingdom. They did not
rest, did not seek repose. To the extent possible, they made
wise movements and manly efforts.

Now they must engage in teaching and transforming souls. The
work of teaching is most mighty, for it transforms souls, leads
them from the north of self and passion to the south of rea-
son and understanding, and brings them from the realm of
darkness into the arena of light. Give teaching the utmost im-
portance. As revealed in the divine Tablets, it is incumbent
upon every soul to guide one person each year - meaning to
establish friendship with someone and, with utmost love and
kindness, open their eyes of insight and help them understand
the foundation of God’s religion.
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In any case, from all directions rises the cry “Where is the
teacher? Where is the teacher?” Yet teachers are very few.
For this reason ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is in the utmost grief and
pain. In these days when victories for the Abha Kingdom
arrive successively and the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
stand ready to rush forth when a soul advances in the field of
teaching and assist that unique individual.

Praise be to God, there is safety and security in every region,
and seekers without end. Despite physical weakness and the on-
set of illness, while suffering from three diseases, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
traveled from the Holy Land to Africa, Europe and America.
For four years, despite physical frailty, he taught in great gath-
erings and mighty assemblies, crying out loudly.

In any case, in these years one can accomplish in one month
what previously took a year. Do not let the opportunity slip
away. Consider it a bounty. Forget every other thought and
move forward with all your strength like a lion, so it may be
seen how the power of the Kingdom provides confirmation.
Send teachers to outlying areas as much as you can, so that
Tehran may become a center for divine outpourings.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB01467

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Sep-12

O Bashir-i-Ilahi! Thy letter was like unto a treasury of poems
in glorification and praise of the Blessed Beauty. It hath im-
parted the utmost joy and gladness. Each word of thy letter
is a sign of joyous music: One word is the lyre and the lute;
another, the psalms of the House of David. One word is the
timbrel and the harp; another, pure poetry and song. It is a
perfect symphony, causing the listeners to leap with rapture
and joy. From afar thou playest the melody, and here His
lovers rejoice with ecstasy.
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Praise be to God, for thy letter was redolent with the fragrance
of musk and thy words were as sweet as honey. It bore testi-
mony to the unity and harmony among the friends, who are
one and all engaged, with zeal and attraction, unity and con-
cord, in exalting the Word of God, diffusing His fragrances,
and teaching His Cause, none burdened by sorrow.

The four pages in the blessed handwriting of the Bab—may
my life be a sacrifice unto Him—that thou didst present to
‘Abdu’l-Baha as a gift were received. Thereupon, the very
walls resounded with the anthem of “O blessed, blessed are
we!” whilst ‘Abdu’l-Baha hearkened from a corner unto these
sweet melodies. Well done! Well done! for having cheered our
hearts with such a cherished gift.

As to thy stay in the Murgh-Mahallih of Shimiran for a change
of air, this is truly a divine favour. That place is not the abode
of mere birds, but the nest of the Phoenix of the East and the
dwelling of the mystic Bird of the sacred Mount. For there,
in that pure and hallowed field, the Blessed Beauty—may my
life be offered up for His loved ones—took up residence for an
entire summer. There He resided in the garden of Haji-Baqir,
which consisted of three terraces overlooking a lake. This was
in the earliest days of the Cause, when that district became
the throne of the Lord of the Kingdom. A large stone platform
was raised in the heart of the lake, with a tent in the centre
and gardens all around. About one hundred and fifty friends
would gather, and at night hymns of praise would rise up to the
Concourse on high. Those were wonderful times indeed. The
Blessed Beauty would frequently make mention of that place.

And now, render thou thanks unto God for having bestowed
such a dwelling upon thee, where thou hast engaged, in the
company of the friends, in praise and remembrance of the in-
comparable Lord, singing to thy heart’s content and bringing
bliss and joy to His loved ones. The Glory of Glories rest upon
thee.
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To: William Hoar, in New York
Date: 1919-Sep-15

My old friend, during the days I was in New York, I often as-
sociated and met with you. The day you invited me to your
home outside New York, and we spent that day and evening in
ultimate spirituality remembering God and in love and fellow-
ship, and I spoke that night in that gathering - that day and
night will never be forgotten, for it passed with utmost joy and
delight. In life, if a person spends one night in joy or passes it
in grief and sorrow, these two kinds of nights are never forgot-
ten during one’s lifetime, especially if spent with a kind friend
who has come to the Holy Land and attained the blessing of
circumambulating the Most Holy Threshold. You are always
in my sight and vision and are recipients of the favors of the
Divine Unity.

According to reports, due to holding the convention meeting
and gathering of the friends from various regions in New York
City, a new enthusiasm and ecstasy has been generated. This
news made me very hopeful that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s journey to
that great city was not without result and fruit. I pray to God
that all the divine friends and maidservants of the Merciful
may associate in ultimate unity and harmony, remember the
counsels and advice I gave, and execute the divine teachings
word for word, so that New York may become a lamp and
its surrounding areas the glass, and the lights of this lamp
may shine upon the surrounding glass. The more unity and
harmony increase, the more will the fire of the love of God
blaze forth. Do not look at the present condition, look to
the future. How few were Christ’s apostles, and they were in
utmost abasement and lowliness in Jerusalem. Then observe
what glory and greatness they attained, such that to this day
they shine like stars from the horizon of sanctity. Therefore
take heed, O people of insight!

Convey with utmost kindness my Most Glorious Greetings to
your honored wife, and likewise to your respected daughters.
Regarding your daughter, I advised you to educate this girl
so she may become divine, heavenly, a teacher of the Cause,
for I observed capability in her - she has power of speech and
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memory, and has the capacity to become attracted, enkindled,
detached, and a teacher. Now I again advise you: at present
there are a billion women on earth who leave absolutely no
trace or fruit from their existence. At most they wander on
the earth for some time, then go beneath layers of dust and are
forgotten - no trace or fruit remains. They are like a tree with
no roots, no leaves or blossoms, no sweet fruit, no permanence
on earth. Observe how many empresses came into the world
leaving neither name nor trace, while those women who were
maidservants at the Divine Threshold still shine like the radiant
moon from the eternal horizon.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Vakil, Narayenrao Rangnath et al., in Surat

Date: 1919-Sep-16

O ye two candles of the love of God! Your letter was received.
Praise be to God, you are alive with the spirit of the love of
God and your senses are perfumed with the fragrance of the
garden of divine bounties, and you are joyous and glad in your
heart and soul at attaining the Most Great Guidance. I suppli-
cate at the Threshold of Oneness that you may be preserved
and protected in His shelter of protection, and be assisted in
spreading the verses of unity, and be confirmed in guiding oth-
ers, so that in this transient world you may establish eternal
life and in this darkness of the natural world you may light a
bright lamp.

I never forget you and am always engaged in your remembrance
and mention. Your child is precious in the divine Kingdom.
Upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken on 1919-Sep-19 in Haifa/Akka

After the appearance of the Cause of God, the manifestation
of His universal Manifestation, the exaltation of the Word of
God, and the spreading of the Divine Call, whatever events
occur must needs occur. They are among the essential require-
ments that must transpire and constitute service to the Cause
of God. What could be greater than martyrdom, what could
be mightier than the shedding of blood? Outwardly, the great-
est of calamities is martyrdom, yet the blessed Tree is watered
by the blood of the martyrs and thereby grows and develops.

Just as the solar year has four seasons—spring with its
life-giving qualities, summer with its intense heat, autumn
when all things shed their leaves, and winter with its great
upheaval-outwardly spring is beneficial and life-sustaining,
when all things grow and develop, plains and wilderness turn
green and verdant, all things put forth leaves and blossoms,
and every living thing is quickened by the vernal breeze,
blood courses through veins and arteries, and life is renewed.
Summer is intense, autumn brings withering, and winter
brings storms, fierce winds, snow and blizzards, hail and
rain—a mighty revolution. Yet when you look to reality, all
seasons serve the world of existence; without them it would be
incomplete. It is winter’s revolution, winter’s storm, winter’s
cold, its ice and blizzard that creates the life-giving spring.
Without winter’s storm, the world of existence would not don
new garments in spring. The gentleness of spring comes from
winter’s severity.

Similarly in God’s Cause, in every new Dispensation there
must needs be calamities, days of joy, trials and tribulations,
severe afflictions, plunder and pillage. The altar of love must
be raised, pure blood must be shed, holy souls must be cap-
tured. Spiritual joy and gladness must be attained, divine
glad-tidings must appear, the Sun of Truth must shine forth,
spiritual spring must unveil its face, divine favors must be
manifested, the light of guidance must gleam, realities and
meanings must become evident, veils must be rent asunder,
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the True Beauty must shine forth, divine mysteries must be
revealed, eternal joy must be attained, and the cry of “O what
bliss! O what bliss!” must reach to heaven’s heights, while
the lamentations of the oppressed must ascend to the Most
Exalted Horizon.

In brief, all these events must needs occur, and all these events
cause the glory of God’s Cause, the spreading of the divine fra-
grances, and the exaltation of God’s Word. Among the matters
that outwardly caused great sorrow, making the friends weep
blood, yet inwardly brought joy upon joy, was the banishment
of the Blessed Beauty from Iran.
utmost joy and gladness while the friends were in complete
despair and disappointment. All were convinced that with
the Blessed Beauty’s departure from Iran, the Cause would be
completely forgotten and obliterated, for there remained but a
handful of believers—most had been martyred, their pure blood
had stained the earth, and if any believers remained they were
in complete hiding. From Tehran to Baghdad, we did not meet
a single believer on the road; in thirty stages of the journey,
not one soul. Now it was the departure of the Blessed Beauty
that caused the Word of God to be exalted in Baghdad and the
fame of God’s Cause to be spread abroad. The hearts of the
enemies were troubled, the hearts of the friends became hope-
ful, souls were gladdened, and all the friends were filled with
joy and delight. This was because they remained steadfast,
as new souls entered beneath the shadow of the Cause, and
throughout all regions of Iran new believers appeared. Had
this exile not occurred, this joy and glory would not have been
attained. Had He not graced Baghdad with His presence, the
Cause would have been obliterated. The blessed presence in
Baghdad was a second breath that bestowed new life upon the
friends.

The enemies were in the

In Baghdad, matters reached such a point that all were in ut-
most fear and dread of the sovereignty of the Blessed Beauty.
Since the command of the sword had not been lifted, all the
friends went about armed in the streets and bazaars, and the
people were in utmost trepidation. The Blessed Beauty would
ride alone from Baghdad to Kazimayn, and all of us were in
His blessed company. It had such great majesty that all people
were astonished, wondering what power this was, what might
this was, what glory this was. Throughout all the regions of
Iran there was no mention of anything except Baghdad. Every
year two hundred thousand pilgrims would come and go to Kar-
bila and Najaf and return to Iran, exaggerating greatly about
how the Baha’is in Baghdad were thus and so. This caused
Nasiri’d-Din Shah to be seized with fear, and he observed that
the Iranian officials and the mujtahids of Karbila and Najaf
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and the Shi’ites of Baghdad could not resist, as day by day the
Cause was ascending.

Out of intense fear they appealed to Istanbul. Mirza Husayn
Khan strove night and day in Istanbul.
passed between Tehran and the Iranian Foreign Ministry and
the Ottoman Ministry, until finally Nasiri’d-Din Shah himself
wrote to the Ottoman Sultan that his realm was in danger,
and Baghdad being adjacent to Iran, his request was that
they seize the Baha’is and hand them over to the governor
of Kermanshah, ‘Imadu’d-Dawlih, who would come with an
army and take custody of them at the frontier. The Ottoman
government did not accept this request. Nasiri’d-Din Shah’s
second request was that at least they be removed far from
the Iranian border, that they not be near the Iranian frontier,
as two hundred thousand pilgrims go to Baghdad yearly and
many of them become Baha'is, therefore his request was that
they move the Blessed Beauty from Baghdad. Thus came
the Ottoman decree, with utmost respect, that circumstances
required that He grace Istanbul with His presence. This is the
basis of the migration of the Blessed Beauty from Baghdad to
Istanbul.
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To: Unknown, in Maryamabad
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O Noble Lord! Shahriyar Surush was clever and intelligent,
Dowlat Ardeshir was nursed at the breast of Thy love, and
Nushiravan Bahram Shah was aware of Thy mystery, and
Rustam Gushtasb was refreshed from the fountain of Thy
bounty, and Jamshid Hormazdyar was a faithful friend, and
Rustam Ardeshir was a lion in the jungle of Thy love, and
Firuzih Vafadar was successful through Thy bounty, and
Shahvir Bahram was a tame and obedient bird, and Gol
Banu Fulad was gladdened by Thy favors, and Ardeshir
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Khodadad was a free servant, and Khodadad Dinyar was
privy to mysteries, and Shahrbanu Mehraban was chief among
the love-smitten, and Frangiz Vafadar was a seeker of Thy
presence, and Dowlat Khodadad was full of lamentation and
cry from grief for Thee, and Rustam Sohrab was burning with
fever in Thy love, and the maidservant of Thy threshold La’l
was aware.

These pure souls yearned for Thy face and hastened toward
Thee and drank from Thy stream and strove in Thy path.
Make these thirsty ones refreshed from the fountain of bounty
and forgiveness, and immerse them in the ocean of pardon and
forgiveness, and make them centers of mysteries in the realm
of lights. Grant them attainment to Thy presence. Thou art
the Forgiver, the Bestower, the Kind One.
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To: Alice Schwarz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O my heavenly daughter! Your letter dated August 9th was
received. Its contents brought joy, and the heart found spir-
itual delight from it, for it indicated that the friends in the
heavenly gathering are active members and are engaged in es-
tablishing the Kingdom and are occupied with promoting the
divine teachings. Especially since the letter showed that the
friends are loving towards one another. The essential founda-
tion of the Kingdom is love, and it must be established and
promoted with the utmost power among the friends until it be-
comes the cause of establishing the unity of the human world.
And this love between the friends must reach such a degree
that they become true servants to each other, dedicating their
very existence in service to one another, sacrificing their lives
in service to each other, offering their own being as a sacrifice
for the existence of others. Then you will observe how human-
ity will enter, group after group, beneath the canopy of the
unity of the human world.

Through divine favors, I hope that the gathering of the
Covenant will shed light upon all regions and shine forth in
such a way that the darkness of the violation of the Covenant
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will be utterly eliminated and removed from existence. Convey
my utmost kindness to Mrs. Fleischer, and those pages that
have been translated should be reviewed and approved in

the Spiritual Assembly and distributed among the friends.

Convey wonderful Abha greetings to your esteemed husband,
your dear children, and the other friends.
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To: Maryamabadi, Mihraban Shahriyar et al.
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O wanderers and impassioned lovers of Truth! When Surush
Shahriyar arrived in this land, he proved a faithful friend to
you, for night and day he remembered you and at the Holy
Shrine beseeched assistance and bounty on your behalf. And
now he has requested that I write this letter, so that I may
utter and write your blessed names. I am a servant at the
threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, therefore I am intimate
and in communion with the friends, and in melodious song
I remember them. From the Kingdom of Mystery I beseech
that you may obtain joy and delight, and in this divine rose
garden, like spiritual nightingales, may sing sweet melodies and
songs, so that the listeners may be moved to enthusiasm and
rapture, and in their extreme attraction may clap and dance
in gratitude to the Self-Sufficing Lord. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Masihullah et al.,
Date: 1919-Sep-20

in Abadih

O descendants of His Holiness the Martyr and the late Haji
Ali Khan! Give thanks to God that you are the descendants
of these two honored ones. His Holiness the sweet Martyr was
near to the Divine Threshold and Haji Ali Khan was a manifes-
tation of the bounty of the All-Merciful. These two noble souls
established this family which will remain and endure forever.
Eternal glory has cast its rays upon this household and divine
illumination has enlightened this lineage.

Praise be to God, all are believers and assured ones, stead-
fast in the Cause of God and servants of the Kingdom of God.
They have preserved this bounty and have appreciated and do
appreciate the value of this favor, for if one does not appreci-
ate divine favors, they will be lost. Canaan did not appreci-
ate, therefore the divine address came to His Holiness Noah:
“He is not of thy family,” for misconduct and violation of the
Covenant removed nobility of lineage. Now praise ye God that,
praise be to God, you are following in the footsteps of your two
illustrious grandfathers. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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To: Suhayli, Isfandiyar et al.
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Rustam Mihrban has placed his
head in the dust of supplication at the Threshold of the All-
Merciful and has sought endless bounties from the realm of
mysteries. He has asked for divine favors and requested heav-
enly blessings. Assuredly this prayer will be answered. I too
pray that the Lord God may make you the manifestation of fa-
vors, grant you endless glory and bestow upon you everlasting
life, so that all may find repose in the shade of the palm tree
of hope and partake of the fruits of the blessed tree which are
heavenly attributes. May you be detached from all save God
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and become intimate with prayer and supplication. May you
find a fresh spirit each day and become familiar with prayer
and communion at dawn each night. And upon you, men and
women, be the Most Glorious Glory.

255 Slees 55 5he s 2L e - 8
Shr g m 03 5 b o3l s oy 2 0o
ey §e g aaf Bl 0l

ALPA.047a, YARP2.055 p.099

AB12444

To: Nuri Sadiq, in Beirut
Date: 1919-Sep-20

Your letter dated 17 August 1919 arrived and its lofty contents
filled me with longing. I was sorely afflicted by the illness of
your noble body and the surgical operation you underwent. I
am pleased and grateful that you have gained complete health
after my supplications to the Greatest Name for cure. I am
sorrowful that because your wish to meet me on my way from
Egypt to Haifa did not materialize made you sad. But since
Beirut is close to Haifa and travelling is possible in the future,
this will compensate the missed opportunity. It is the confir-
mation of God that you have drawn near the shores of Divine
knowledge through an invisible stream of His aid whilst you
have been on a compulsory journey in Istanbul. I constantly
supplicate at the Divine Threshold that you may achieve suc-
cess spiritually and materially.
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To: Ali Khan Husband of Bibi Kuchak, in Abadih
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O thou who art attracted to the love of God! The enkindled
leaf arrived, aflame with the fire of attraction, and attained
abundant joy through visiting the Sacred Threshold. Your let-
ter was received and its contents indicated servitude to the
Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting One. Although you were in ut-
most longing, you gave preference to the maidservant of God
over yourself, sent her forth while you remained to care for
the children. Well done for this righteous deed! You too have
permission to come in the future. Convey my utmost love
and kindness to the noble children. The pen case that was
presented was accepted. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB06570

To: Emil Traunecker, in Lubeck
Date: 1919-Sep-20

Praise be to God that you have forsaken your physical comfort
and rest and are engaged with utmost effort in promoting the
divine teachings, and that you have traveled to Lubeck to raise
the call to the Kingdom and have formed a gathering. Know
well the value of this great bounty with which you have been
blessed. Convey my utmost love and kindness to that gath-
ering of souls. I hope, through divine favors, that gathering
will become a heavenly gathering and will promote the unity
of the human world, so that different nations and diverse races
may all associate with one another in perfect love and fellow-
ship under the canopy of the unity of humankind. May the
different nations of Europe attain the station of one nation,
and may the continent of Europe become one homeland, so
that after this terrible war, perfect harmony, unity and love
may be established among all the peoples of Europe. May the
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foundation of estrangement be demolished and the banner of
oneness be raised high....

BBBD.454x, SW_ v13#12 p.343x

AB07699

To: Gushtasb Rustam (India) et al.
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O beloved friends and maidservants of God! Mehraban Khu-
dadad became honored to approach the Threshold of the All-
Knowing God, and his nostrils were perfumed with the musk-
like fragrance in the divine rose-garden. He remembered you
and requested that this letter be written. Since I love those
friends with heart and soul beyond measure, I therefore under-
took to write this letter so that you may know that you are
cherished in this court. Praise be to God, you are blessed with
wisdom and soul-stirring discernment, are diffusing fragrance,
and are faithful servants of the mighty Lord. Strive with all
your being that day by day you may draw ever closer to the
Threshold of the All-Aware Lord and become manifestations
of divine favors and confirmations.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08108

To: Agah, Aftab daughter of Haji Ali Kahan, in Iran
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O thou who hast visited the gathering-place of the Supreme
Concourse and the Most Exalted Station! Give thanks to God
that thou hast been enabled to perfume thy face and hair with
the dust of these two blessed Thresholds and hast attained,
in complete devotion and attraction, the privilege of visiting
these two blessed Spots. We beseech the favors of the Lord of
the Covenant that both Shamsu’d-Duha and Rahbar may ever
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remain safe and protected in the shelter of the Truth, and that =,z 55 2L ol C;)ﬂlé.» o)l A
thou too mayest eve‘r l'oe a manifestat‘ion of joy and deligh.t be- LS'C%H T Koy Ol ez
neath the shade of divine favors, and in the utmost enthusiasm

and attraction. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! VAA.216-216

ABO07980

Date: 1919-Sep-20

O Thou Self-Sufficing One! Come to the aid of Rashid Khu- Jys () 5l s 1 shslas 43, 5Ly &
dadad. Ilumine Dawlat Rashid with the rays of the sun. Grant 42,5 S &5 Ldys gw |y Ldy
unto Khurshid Isfandiyar a portion and share of the divine pres- 63 515 31 oy 5 s |y il
ence.

Make these lovers of Thy countenance intoxicated with the <.le pla S |y 25 S0 olazle
wine of Thy favor, that they may raise up passionate cries and 4., Sl sy alilate b b oS
lift their voices in ecstasy, and through beholding the lights |, |45 oS gl sedalic 5 ) 31,

and the sweetness of attaining Thy presence in the court of |, ., e s b Koy, O oKL

that Lord, may they become the recipients of the gift of pardon 558 b cle y ol
and forgiveness and of favors and bounties.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! Lg;\(\ L) ;lc P
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AB08947

To: Jennie Anderson, in Chicago
Date: 1919-Sep-20

O leaf of the Tree of Life! Your letter was received. As it was
very worthy of reply, therefore this letter is being written.

Blessed art thou that the dark clouds did not prevent thee from
beholding the Sun of Truth. With thine own ears didst thou
hear the call of the Kingdom of God, and with thine own eyes
didst thou witness the lights of guidance. Rest thou assured
that thou art under the protection of the Lord of Hosts and
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art counted among the daughters of the Kingdom. Preserve
thou this station, for it is a great station.

Convey my utmost kindness to thy respected husband and like-
wise to the children.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#10 p.166

AB12042

To: Spiritual Assembly of Abadih
Date: 1919-Sep-2

O daughters of the Kingdom! The spiritual leaf, the maid-
servant of God Bint-i-Dhabih remembered you and mentioned
you at the Sacred Threshold, and requested ‘Abdu’l-Baha to
write this letter. I also took up writing and beseeched bounties
from the luminous horizon of the omnipotent Lord to encom-
pass that gathering, and that the confirmations of the Blessed
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, might
shine like a candle in that assembly. May your gathering be-
come like a rose garden and meadow, and may the fragrant
flowers therein diffuse the divine fragrances.

2 In this divine age the bounties of God have encompassed
the world of women. Equality of men and women, except in
some negligible instances, has been fully and categorically
announced. Distinctions have been utterly removed.

Women have become verses of guidance and manifestations of
the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty. In gratitude for this
bounty, they must become so enkindled with the fire of the love
of God as to prove they were deserving of these favors. And this
capacity and worthiness and receptivity to divine outpourings
is proven when they demonstrate the utmost power, eloquence
and fluency in teaching, promoting and explaining the books of
the past and the new Tablets. They should memorize Qur’anic
verses that prove this matter, as well as the recorded traditions,
and likewise passages from the glorious Gospel and Torah, and
also rational proofs and logical arguments. And when they at-
tend a gathering, they should speak with eloquent tongues and
make fluent utterances, and open their mouths with addresses
of the utmost power and sweetness.
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I hope that good news will arrive from the spiritual, divine
gathering of women. And upon you be the Most Glorious
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To: Son of Ashraf, in Iran
Date: 1919-Sep-25

O tested believer! Regarding the conditions you wrote about -
these are divine tests. For the righteous, tests are a gift from
the Lord, but for the wicked they are like flames of fire, as
stated in the Qur’an: “We shall surely try you with something
of fear and hunger, and decrease of goods and lives and fruits;
but give glad tidings to the patient.”

2 If one is in a state of comfort and ease, of bounty and health,
every servant is faithful and steadfast and near to the divine
threshold. But if hardship comes and one remains patient,
dignified and zealous, their portion becomes a cup tempered
with camphor. Therefore, do not be sorrowful, but rather give
thanks, as it is said: “When they find, they prefer others over
themselves, and when they lose, they give abundant thanks to
God. These are the qualities of the righteous and the charac-
teristics of the chosen ones.”

Moreover, “Verily with hardship comes ease.” “O ye who be-
lieve! Despair not of the mercy of God.” “O my sons! Despair
not of God’s spirit.” Therefore one must trust in God and hold
fast to divine fear, for “whosoever fears God, He will make for
him a way out, and provide for him from where he expects
not.”

I offer utmost supplication to the Glorious Lord that relief may
come. Convey utmost kindness to your honored wife and give
abundant greetings to your two young daughters, and likewise
to the young daughter so she may engage in prayer and recite
with a sweet voice. To the sons of he who attained the seat of
truth with the Mighty Sovereign - His Honor Aga Siyyid Mahdi
and Aqa Siyyid Hadi - convey complete love and kindness on
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my behalf. Convey my longing to His Honor Ustad Ibrahim.
I will offer humble entreaty for them at the Divine Threshold
and seek infinite favors. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Afnan, Siyyid Husayn et al., in Shiraz

Date: 1919-Oct-01

O Originator of all creation and Creator of contingent be-
ings, King of the kingdom and sovereignty, Master of might
and dominion! Praise be unto Thee for having created lumi-
nous essences, divine identities, heavenly realities and dawning-
places of effulgence from pure souls possessed of goodly, pure
hearts, radiant faces, illumined vision and divine mysteries.
Thou hast made them signs of unity, banners of detachment
and ships sailing upon the seas of oneness. These are souls
who have believed in their Lord, found peace in the bounty
of their Creator, been content with the decree of their Fash-
ioner, and have grown from the blessed Tree and holy Lote-
Tree. They have grown tall, branched forth, put forth leaves,
blossomed and borne fruit. Their fruit is everlasting, their root
is firm, their fragrance wafting, fresh and verdant through Thy
ancient bounties and the outpourings of the clouds of Thy all-
encompassing favors.

I beseech Thee, prostrating my face upon the earth, pressing
my forehead to the dust, saying: O Lord of Lords and Provider
of means! Preserve this blessed Tree, clothed in lights, covered
by brilliant rays from the realm of mysteries. I thank Thee, O
my God, for having made these righteous ones branches of the
Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary, offshoots of the Tree of eter-
nity and boughs of the blessed tree, whose root is firm in the
earth and whose branch extends to heaven. O Lord! Make per-
petual upon them Thy mighty bounty and make them signs of
Thy sanctification in Thy glorious Book, Thy proofs and guides
and leaders of the sincere, that they may spread Thy traces,
recite Thy words, disseminate Thy proofs and expound Thy
clear signs among all creation. O Lord! Expand their breasts,
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illumine their hearts and give rest to their spirits through Thy
copious, abundant outpourings upon the kingdom of the heav-
ens and earth. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art
the Merciful and verily Thou art possessed of great bounty.

O noble and exalted branches of the divine Lote-Tree! ‘Abdu’l-
Baha longs for you as the thirsty one longs for water, and
yearns for you as the dove yearns for the meadows or as fish
thirst for the pools. I beseech God to illumine my sight by
beholding your radiant faces, to delight my hearing by listening
to your spiritual conversations, and to gather me with you in
the assembly of joy at the divine Threshold with all spirit and
fragrance. Verily my Lord assists whom He willeth to what He
willeth and He is the Kind, the Powerful.

O branches of the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary! You
share and are partners with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the
threshold of the Exalted One and the court of the Most Glo-
rious Beauty, and are intimate companions. Since this all-
embracing gift and perfect bounty is among the greatest sta-
tions of existence and the mighty grace of the Worshipped
King, therefore at every moment a thousand thanksgivings are
required and praise and glorification is befitting. The thanks-
giving is to sacrifice one’s life, and in life-sacrifice is success
- that is, each of you should become successful in promoting
the divine religion. Place upon your heads a jeweled crown of
divine gifts and don a robe of infinite favors. Be not among the
moderate ones, but rather become foremost among those who
do good. This is what He says: “And among them is he who
follows a middle course, and among them is he who is foremost
in good deeds.” And upon you be the most pure greetings and
excellent prayers from the Lord of the earth and heavens.
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AB05643

To: Fazlullah Banan, in Iran
Date: 1919-Oct-01

O honored Banan! Truly you are the support of the friends
and a mighty arm of the divine ones. The days of attainment
to my presence are remembered - your loving countenance is
ever present in this gathering. I think of you always, how
with utmost devotion you would supplicate at the threshold of
the Most Great Oneness and beseech assistance and protection
from the court of the All-Merciful. You were a close companion
to ‘Abdu’l-Baha day and night, and a precious soul in the
gathering of friends. Praise be to God, the doors are open
and the confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom are all-
embracing. There is firm hope that you may become a manifest
sign and an overwhelming power. In every moment a fragrance
wafts from the Most Glorious Paradise to the nostrils, and
in every breath drops from the cloud of grace rain upon the
garden of heart and soul. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Kushkik et al.,
Date: 1919-Oct-01

in Kushkak

O my loving friends! Jinab-i-Za’ir Aqa Nasru’llah has aston-
ished his listeners with his praises and tributes about you, and
brought joy and delight to the friends, for those assured souls
are verses of unity and manifestations of the grace of detach-
ment. From the intensity of love they are like kindled flames
and burnt moths. They have no rest day or night - they surge
forth and cry out, awakening the slumbering ones and making
the heedless ones mindful. They take up the cup and intoxi-
cate the thirsty ones. They loose their tongues to truths and
meanings and bestow heavenly bounties. In the Kingdom of
mysteries I show forth humility and lowliness on your behalf,
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and I seek the shining of lights and the appearance of signs.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04137

To: Karbala’i Malik Muhammad (Shamsabad) et al.,
Date: 1919-Oct-04

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A letter from many of you
was received and brought joy. It was filled with the utmost
sweetness and beauty, for it demonstrated tender hearts and
joyful breasts. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with the utmost humility, im-
plores and supplicates the Lord that those noble souls may
become the recipients of the favors of the Lord, that they may
become entranced and enraptured, bewildered and filled with
yearning, playing the melody of love for the Most Glorious
Beauty and creating excitement and ecstasy in that region,
and that they may arise to teach, so that dead souls may be
quickened and withered plants may become fresh and verdant
through the droplets of the cloud of grace. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!

in Takht-1I-Jamshid
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ABO05785

To: Kawkab Sultan wife of Muhammad Rida et al.,
Date: 1919-Oct-04

in Shiraz

O you who are enkindled with the fire of the love of God! The
handmaiden of God Kawkab Sultan wrote a letter mentioning
your names and asking for confirmation, assistance and bound-
less favors for you. I too implored at the Divine Threshold and
sought infinite favors so that each of you may become a divine
dove in the garden of the All-Merciful, bringing the birds of the
Most Glorious Paradise into excitement, ecstasy and attraction
through wondrous melodies.
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2 O Lord! Make the parents of the attracted leaf Kawkab Sul-
tan the manifestation of pardon and forgiveness and exalt them
through endless favors. Grant them free forgiveness and par-
don and bestow upon them nearness to Your Threshold. You
are the Bestower, the Forgiver, and the Kind One.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07030

To: Siyyid Abutalib Al-Husayni, in Abadih
Date: 1919-Oct-04

O distinguished and outspoken one! I have intoned the verses
of your love which speak of your turning to God, your suppli-
cation to the Kingdom of God, your clinging to the hem of the
robe of grandeur, your partaking of the choice wine of guidance,
and your submergence in the sea of evanescence in God. Do
not grieve at separation, for you are present in the gathering
through your firmness in the Covenant. Your merchandise is
not of scant worth, but rather overflowing with blessings and
accepted at the threshold of the Lord of Verses. Convey my
greetings and affection to your capable wife, the handmaid of
God ‘Iffat, and to your respected daughter, the handmaid of
God Maymanih. I beseech God to shower all His blessings upon
that family through His mercy and bounty which encompass
all the worlds. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08743

To: Mustafa Zair Gulzar, in Iran
Date: 1919-Oct-04

O thou who hast visited the Holy Shrine! Praise be to God that
thou hast adorned the temple of existence with the robe of the
most great bounty, and hast placed upon thy head the crown of
supreme guidance, and hast illumined thy brow with the light
of the love of the Manifest Light, and hast made fragrant thy
nostrils with the sweet savours of the Abha Paradise, and hast
been blessed with pilgrimage to the spot round which circle the
Cherubim. Now that thou art returning, thou must journey
back with the utmost joy and gladness, and praise the Pure
Lord, and open thy tongue in thanksgiving that thou hast been
favored with such a bounty. And convey to all the friends the
Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB09579

To: Rubabih Sultan, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Oct-04

O supplicating leaf! Your letter arrived and supplications and
entreaties were made at the threshold of the All-Knowing God,
and forgiveness and pardon were sought from the Court of the
Divine Unity for your father and mother and Mirza Nuru’llah
Khan. It is hoped that, through the favors of the Glorious
Lord, they may be immersed in the ocean of forgiveness and
attain to the proximity of His supreme mercy. Therefore, arise
thou in thanksgiving to God, that thou mayest become the
manifestation of divine favors. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB10747

To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1919-Oct-04

O honored Muhammad-Qabel-Reza: I am hastily penning
these few words in my own hand to your honor, as I definitely
do not have time to write a special letter.

Praise be to God, you are remembered and renowned at the
Divine Threshold and are a recipient of comprehensive favors
and perfect grace. Be grateful and joyous.

Choose a family surname that indicates nearness [to God], so
that this surname may be evidence of closeness to the Divine
Threshold.

And upon you be glory.
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AB11499

To: Muhammad Ali Tafti, in Marvast
Date: 1919-Oct-04

...The proper Arabic grammar rules should be applied to the
blessed words. The correct verses should be chanted, not those
that are doubtful and may contain scribal errors....
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1919-Oct-06

O my fellow traveler! Though a reply to your letter was al-
ready written and sent, yet now again, out of the intensity
of love, another response is being penned. Those days when
we were intimate companions in Paris and London remain in
memory, especially when we were harmonious and of one voice,
unitedly engaging in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. One
can never forget those days in life when evening was spent in
excitement, ecstasy, joy and attraction, or a night passed until
dawn in sighs, lamentation, grief and pain. These two occa-
sions forever remain in memory, nay, are indelibly inscribed
upon the tablet of the heart. Hence, those days we spent in
London in gatherings, praising and extolling the Desired One,
and those nights we passed as intimate companions in Paris,
occupied with spreading the teachings of the Blessed Beauty—
those were most delightful days, free from all troubles and un-
burdened by any thought or remembrance. In utmost ecstasy
and joy, we would raise our voices proclaiming the teachings
of the All-Merciful, while the cry of encouragement and praise
would reach the ears of our souls from the Supreme Concourse.
There is a Turkish verse of utmost sweetness: “Days pass whose
memory is worth a whole world.” Such were the days we spent
in London and Paris. But in America it was another world
entirely-what was a drop in Europe became an ocean in Amer-
ica.

In any case, your letter of the 11th of Shawwal [1337] was
received. The feast you arranged where the friends of the All-
Merciful gathered in fellowship, chanted the clear verses, and
became attracted to the Abha Kingdom-that gathering was,
in the words of Christ, the Lord’s Supper, meaning a heavenly
feast and celestial table “wherein is whatever the souls desire
and the eyes delight in.”

You expressed gratitude for humanity’s deliverance from the
soul-consuming flames of war, and that all the explicit promises
recorded in the divine tablets of revelation have, praise be to
God, come to pass. This is indeed true, and in previous cycles
such explicit prophecies of future events were never recorded
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in the divine books. This is unique to this wondrous cycle.
Similarly, in no previous dispensation did the heedless ones
implement the divine teachings, but in this most great mani-
festation, the divine teachings are being implemented through
a mysterious power, despite the opposition of the heedless ones.
Never did anyone imagine that humanity would yearn for di-
vine unity, that the banner of universal peace would be raised
at the pole of the horizons, and likewise with the other divine
teachings—it was never thought possible. Now the world’s great
ones and people of influence are striving with utmost effort to
implement the divine teachings. Yet this is only the begin-
ning dawn; after this dawn comes the true morning, and after
morning the rising of the Sun of Truth. Then will universal
peace pitch its tent at the pole of the horizons, and all divine
teachings will be implemented.

As for Mirza Mehdi, misguided and unaware, in truth, as men-
tioned in detailed Tablets, these souls in their own imagination
strove to uproot the tree of faithfulness with the axe of cru-
elty. Yet they unwittingly became heralds of truth, for they
included divine texts in their refuting treatises mockingly and
maliciously, publishing and distributing them, leaving no room
for denial, so none could say these explicit prophecies from
fifty years ago have no basis or are afterthoughts. Now there
remains no possibility for such doubts. If anyone hesitates, it
can be said these divine texts were printed and published in
Mehdi’s book twenty-five years ago.

As for Javad’s book, observe the divine power - how it com-
pelled the Covenant-breakers to provide such evidence in their
own handwriting to the loved ones, proving their own igno-
rance, engaging in foolishness, and recording all events con-
trary to reality. It is said a man had three sons: one always
spoke truth, another always spoke falsehood, and the third
sometimes truth and sometimes falsehood. The father said:
“My truthful son is beloved to me as he always speaks truth,
and my lying son is also acceptable as he always lies - I am at
ease for he causes me no trouble. But God grant no good to
this third one who keeps me in doubt.” Now Javad is like the
second son - he gave rest to the friends. There is no greater
proof of the Covenant than the fabrications of the hypocrites,
for from all contents of this book it becomes clear they have
no purpose save malice, envy and hatred.
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i You wrote about the gathering of the friends during Ridvan in

the garden, that it was astounding. God willing, many such
heavenly gatherings will be formed in those regions.

You wrote about the displeasure of the clergy. This is natural -
the beetle is surely disturbed by the spread of sweet fragrance.
But if the friends occasionally host the clergy to a feast and
butter up their beards and mustaches, their displeasure will
vanish and gratitude will result. The great Qa’im-Maqgam says
the mulla’s belly that is God’s vessel is like the ship’s horses -
gluttonous, slow-running, a hay-consuming, barley-disturbing
pest. Qa’im-Maqgam says this; it has nothing to do with me.
You should keep this point in mind.

As for what you wrote about the receptivity of souls, it is in-
deed so - many are thirsty but few are the cup-bearers; many
are seeking but rare are the teachers, especially teachers who
can associate with notables and nobles, observe wisdom, and
possess eloquent speech in all matters so their words may in-
fluence and illuminate the hearts and souls of listeners. At
present teachers are very few and from every direction rises
the cry “Where is the teacher? Where is the teacher?” There
is no solution except to establish in every city an assembly for
teaching classes, so that the young plants of the Abha Paradise
who are in utmost enthusiasm, joy, passion and devotion may
learn the art of teaching. If this is properly implemented, in a
short time in every city perfect teachers and steadfast speakers
will appear. The khans have traveled to Europe - it is hoped
their voice in Europe will be more powerful than Krupp’s can-
non, and the seeds of words issuing from their tongues will be
fortress-shattering, especially in Germany.

The sum that you had sent for them reached them. The inci-
dent in Kermanshah is, in truth, a momentous matter and a
mighty proof of how lofty the Cause of God hath become. The
honored Qabil, upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God,
is present and expresseth his utmost gratitude for the kindness
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and favor you have shown him, and he beseecheth prayers on
your behalf. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Diyaul-Hukama, Husayn son of Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: 1919-Oct-06

O physician of bodies and hearts! Your letter was received. Its
contents expressed sighs and laments about being far and sep-
arated - that the servants and maidservants of the All-Merciful
are admitted to the sanctuary of the Beloved while this wing-
less bird is deprived of that. Although this is a state to be
envied and desired, you are compelled to remain in order to
protect the young children and attend to affairs. Therefore, I
beseech the Court of Oneness that the reward of pilgrimage
be ordained for you and that you may be blessed with this
supreme honor in the future.

Convey my utmost love and kindness to Masihullah Khan,
Ata’ullah Khan, Iran Khanum, Nurud-Duha and their mother.
I will offer supplications and entreaties at the Divine Thresh-
old on their behalf and seek boundless assistance, protection
and shelter.

The poetry that flowed and streamed like pure water from the
talent of that one intoxicated with the divine cup was truly
eloquent, fluent, novel and elegant. However, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
constant desire is to hear accepted praises and tributes to the
Blessed Beauty and the Exalted One. This is the cause of my
joy and this is the source of my gladness. And mention of
me should be limited to pure servitude. Therefore, compose
a lyric poem in praise of the Blessed Beauty and in tribute
to the Exalted One, that its arranged pearls may be scattered
abroad and ‘Abdu’l-Baha may derive utmost joy from reading
it.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Hazari Parsi, Rashid Jamshid et al., in Qasimabad
Date: 1919-Oct-06

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The blessed names of
the friends and maidservants of God were read. From reading
them it was observed that that letter is a mine of jewels. The
hope is that these jewels will appear before all eyes with ut-
most brilliance and purity. Though a mine of stones may have
luster and color, yet it is deprived and unaware of feeling, at-
traction and attachment to God. But the jewels of souls shine
and gleam with utmost radiance and possess spiritual feelings
and conscious attractions. Each of these faithful maidservants
and pure-hearted friends is a jewel of the divine sea and an
essence of the merciful shell, possessing the utmost feeling and
attraction. Therefore these souls are the true jewels. Praise be
to God that in this wondrous Cycle you are the jewels of the
mine of guidance and the precious pearls of the sea of bounty.
Therefore arise in thanksgiving to the Lord of Oneness that
such favors have been bestowed and such grace has been per-
fected. Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03125

To: Suhayli, Isfandiyar et al.
Date: 1919-Oct-06

O son of the kind-hearted one! Isfandiyar the renowned - they
say he was invulnerable, meaning arrow and sword had no
effect on him. Outwardly this saying is a myth, for if the body
becomes so hard that arrows cannot pierce it, it is like death
itself. They say he used a medicine that made his flesh and
skin like iron, thus he became invulnerable. If this were to
happen and the body became like iron, blood could not flow in
the veins, replacement of what is depleted could not occur, and
the body would completely collapse and disintegrate. But the
true meaning is that he took refuge in the impregnable fortress
of the love of God, where the arrows of doubts had no effect.
Therefore my hope is that you will become invulnerable.
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O Jinab-i-Rustam the visitor! A detailed letter was written
to your faithful brother Isfandiyar, and now this brief one is
written to you as well. Praise God that you laid your head
at the Sacred Threshold and fell prostrate upon the dust of
the Court, turned toward the Divine Presence and sang songs
of thanksgiving. Now return with utmost joy and gladness,
delight and success, and convey to each and every one of the
loved ones of God the Most Glorious Greetings from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. On my behalf, kiss the face and hair of them all.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05530

To: Unknown, in India
Date: 1919-Oct-06

O Kind God! The youth Sohrab Kamyab did not take any
share from the rose garden of life and found no portion from
the garden of fulfillment. In the prime of youth he left this
transient world and hastened to Your threshold, for he was
weary of the world of dust and yearned for the pure realm. In
this mortal garden he became withered and faded so that in
that divine rose garden he might become fresh and verdant.
He grew weary of life in this dusty realm so that he might
find eternal life. O Lord! Make his heart’s desire worthy and
abundant, and make Khosrow of good nature patient, dignified
and zealous, so that he may bear this great calamity and be
confirmed and assisted in achieving the promised reward of
patience. You are the Forgiver, the Bestower, and the Kind.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Mihdiabad et al.,
Date: 1919-Oct-07

in Kisnaviyih

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having illumined the earth
with a brilliant light from the Daystar of the horizons, and
for having manifested Thyself upon the Blessed Tree at the
summit of the Mount through the Fire ignited on the Day of
Manifestation, whereby Thou hast guided these near ones to
the straight path and directed these sincere ones to the true
way. O Lord! These are honored servants who speak not until
Thou hast spoken and who act according to Thy command.
They answered the call in the particles of eternity, exclaiming,
“Glory be to my Most Glorious Lord Who hath come” - while
the angels stood rank upon rank - and Who hath shed upon
existence the lights of witness, appearing as the sun at high
noon, decreeing and guiding, choosing whom He willeth and
singling out for His mercy whom He pleaseth.

Praise be unto Thee for having chosen them from among Thy
servants, selected them from among Thy creation, and elected
and chosen them in the kingdom of Thy earth and heaven,
that they might become the emblems of Thy Cause, the recip-
ients of Thy grace, the manifestations of Thy light, and the
dawning-places of Thy bounty amongst mankind; that they
might guide souls unto Thee, voice Thy praise, and guide the
people through proof and authority to the wellspring of Thy
mercy; that they might spread clear proofs, brilliant arguments
and conclusive evidences among all creation with hearts over-
flowing with Thy love, tongues speaking of Thy knowledge,
spirits gladdened by Thy gift, realities stirred by Thy breezes,
vision sharpened by witnessing Thy signs, and ears attentive
to Thy words.

O Lord! Assist them with the hosts of inspiration and support
them with armies from the Supreme Concourse and throngs
of angels from Thy most glorious Kingdom. Verily, Thou dost
aid whomsoever Thou willest through Thy power that encom-
passeth all things. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the Mighty, the Sublime.

O co-sharers with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude at the Sacred
Threshold! His honor Qabil has arrived at the Ka’bih of the di-
vine purpose and has attained the utmost desire of those near
unto God—namely, circumambulation of the gathering-place of
the Concourse on High and prostration at the Most Exalted
Station, the Luminous Spot. For some time in the White Land
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he was engaged in the mention of “unto God belongs the Most
Exalted Similitude” and the King of Names, and was intimate
with the remembrance of the friends. Evidence of this is that
he requested a special letter for each of you and sought a spe-
cific address.

Yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha is immersed in an ocean of letters which
pour in from all directions like waves of the sea, most contain-
ing important matters. How then can I write individual letters
and adorn pages with the effects of my pen? Yet though the
friends are multiple in form, they are united in essence; though
diverse in body, they are quickened by one spirit, and that is
the Word of God. Therefore, I count all as one soul and ad-
dress them with yearning words. In truth, this letter is a clear
book for each of the friends and a sweet and delightful address.
I prostrate myself at the Threshold of the Lord of existence
and beseech bounties from the Praised Station for the beloved
friends, that the fragrances of the divine rose-garden may per-
fume the nostrils of the merciful friends, and the breezes of the
Most Glorious Paradise may bestow fresh spirit and triumph
upon all.

O friends! Consider how all peoples and nations during the
grievous days of war were in utmost upheaval and disturbance.
The foundation of human society was shaken, cities and villages
were destroyed and demolished, properties were plundered and
pillaged, souls were killed and captured in abasement and hu-
miliation, trapped in the valley of eternal perdition, children
were orphaned, and women were wailing and lamenting in in-
tense grief. Despite this, the favors of the All-Merciful encom-
passed the friends. In every land and territory they were in
safety and security, and in every region and frontier they were
in the utmost joy and delight. Such is the power of God!

Therefore, arise in thanksgiving and raise your voices in praise
and glorification of the Intended Lord. Strive to spread guid-
ance, and in teaching be passionate and cry out, that the lights
of the Sun of Reality may encompass FEast and West, that the
tabernacle of the unity of the human world may be raised at the
pole of the horizons, and that Baha'’i unity may gather all at
the fountainhead of life. Ever is ‘Abdu’l-Baha waiting for good
tidings to arrive from those regions and spiritual glad-tidings
to be heard. Praise be to God, in these days joyful events are
arriving from those climes that the friends are sacrificing their
lives and are united and of one accord in promoting the divine
religion. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Shuaullah son of Qabil et al., in Abadih
Date: 1919-Oct-10

O two illustrious sons of the promoter of the Cause of God!
Your kind father, at the Divine Threshold, was always remem-
bering you and supplicating that the glances of the eye of di-
vine mercy might encompass you, that the Sun of Truth might
cast its rays upon your heads, and that under the protection of
His Holiness the One, you might be preserved and safeguarded
from all imperfections. I too offer this supplication:

O kind Lord! Make these two assured souls content and pleas-
ing in the court of Thy Oneness. Make them manifestations of
the signs of unity and recipients of the favors of the new King-
dom. Make the son the mystery of the father and cause them
to spring from the element of heart and soul, that outwardly
and inwardly, spiritually and physically, they may become like
their father and engage day and night in service to the Cause
of God. Through their words and deeds may they become the
cause of awakening others. May they take in hand a cup of
the wine of the love of God and intoxicate those present in
every gathering. May they become the manifestation of this
prayer: “Even make all my remembrances and mentions one
remembrance, and my condition in Thy service eternal.” And
upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04881

To: Agah, Talat (Vafa) et al., in Iran
Date: 1919-Oct-10

O supplicating leaf! Give thanks to God that you have tra-
versed thousands of leagues of distance until you reached the
destination of your purpose and were blessed with the favors
of the Mystery of Being. You found the dust of the purified
tomb to be fragrant musk and inhaled ambergris and perfume
from the illumined sepulcher in the most exalted station. Now
return to your familiar homeland and in the gatherings of the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful, open your tongue in praise
of the All-Merciful Lord that you have attained such a gift and
been favored with such grace. Convey abundant greetings from
me to each of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful and become
the cause of their enthusiasm and rapture so they may enter
into the utmost joy and delight and become intoxicated night
and day from the cup whose mixture is of camphor. O suppli-
cating leaf! Convey the utmost kindness and most wondrous,
glorious greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Muhammad Husayn
Khan, ‘Abbas Khan, Munirah Khanum and Farah Khanum.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05878

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Sadiq et al., in Kushkak
Date: 1919-Oct-10

O spiritual friends! Although Kushkak is a small town, I be-
seech God that it may become a royal palace for the blessed
souls among the loved ones of God and a heavenly paradise.
That is, may the Sun of Truth shine forth and the rain of
mercy pour down and the breezes from the rose garden of the
All-Merciful waft, so that village may become the mother of
villages and flourish and prosper through the divine fragrances,
until it becomes the envy of all other villages in every respect.
May it become renowned in the name of Truth and attain in-
finite beauty. May the divine melody from that village reach
the Abha Kingdom, and may the spiritual song in that garden
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bestow joy and delight upon the hearts of seekers. May it even
become outwardly prosperous as well.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12509

To: Baha’is of Kushkak
Date: 1919-Oct-10

O Kind Lord! In the village of Kushkak, a group of the
friends and handmaidens of the Most Merciful have cast off
their earthly garments and gained freedom from the prison of
this mortal world, and have taken wing to the eternal garden,
that like nightingales they may sing in the Abha Paradise upon
the branches of pardon and forgiveness. O Thou Kind and
Compassionate One! These souls were known by Thy name,
characterized by their love for Thee, and made joyous and en-
raptured by Thy bestowals. Grant them boundless favors and
bestow upon them endless forgiveness freely and generously.
Thou art the Pardoner, Thou art the Forgiving, and Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB00470

To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz et al.
Date: 1919-Oct-11

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Your written page was seen
and your unfolded page was observed. The contents and mean-
ings were divine, and the words and lines indicated abundant
blessing, for it was a mirror of the favors of the Abha Kingdom
and evidence of faith, certitude and self-sacrifice in the path
of God. That spiritual assembly is merciful and that luminous
gathering is heavenly. Therefore, my hope is that you will
succeed in forming an assembly for the study of teaching, so
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that Baha’i youth may pursue their studies with firm resolve
and pure intention, seeking knowledge of divine proofs and
evidences, studying the mysteries of the sacred books, mem-
orizing verses useful for teaching, as well as traditional narra-
tions, rational proofs, and the penetrating power of the Blessed
Beauty’s word - and how He proclaimed His Cause from the
Most Great Prison.

In truth, under chains He raised the banner of the Manifest
Cause, and all kings and peoples could not resist. In the Most
Great Prison He moved with utmost majesty and sovereignty,
delivering severe addresses to the kings of East and West from
prison, even to the Ottoman sovereign. And how His teachings
are accepted and familiar to all philosophers and wise ones
of the world, having absolutely no objectors - even Wilson
took twelve of the blessed teachings, added two points, and
made them the foundation of universal peace, and so forth that
cannot be described in speech or writing. You must strive night
and day with utmost enthusiasm and joy, and I guarantee that
in a short time they will make extraordinary progress. And
Jinab-i-Andalib should be among the teachers of this assembly.

As for the matter of Amrullah Bavanati, it is mentioned in
detail in the Tablets printed in Bombay - refer to those. It is
necessary to extract those explicit verses from those Tablets so
the truth becomes clear. These souls are like the foam of the
sea - they have no permanence, just as it says in the Qur’an:
“We send down water from the sky, and the valleys flow with it
according to their measure, then the flood bears along a rising
foam - like that which comes from what they heat in the fire
to make ornaments or utensils therewith, a foam like unto it.
Thus God shows forth Truth and falsehood. As for the foam,
it passes away as scum upon the banks, while that which is for
the good of mankind remains on the earth.”

It is strange that in such brilliance and heat of the Sun of
Truth, such darkness appears that a foolish person falls into
such delusions and fancies. ‘Abdu’l-Baha closed all doors, left
no opening through which anyone could draw a breath. He
arose with such selflessness, evanescence and servitude at the
Sacred Threshold that it has no equal or likeness. He is even
shy to mention himself as a Branch. His name is ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and his initials are ‘Ayn ‘Ayn. How then can base souls make
claims to existence?
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5 Glory be to God! Souls who are illiterate, despite the weakness
of their composition, spelling and writing errors, like Javad
Qazvini who thought the word “durud” was Arabic, not know-
ing it was Persian, wrote in his own hand “wa’l-durud ‘ala
mazahir amr’illah,” and likewise in his written book in his own
hand what grave errors both in spelling and composition. And
this person has ordered that a group be formed with him as
one of its members to put ‘Abdu’l-Baha on trial and execute
whatever judgment is passed. In any case, these souls deserve
no attention. Soon they will be completely obliterated and
perish. When someone makes such foolish claims, the text of
the printed Tablets in Bombay is enclosed. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Beauty.
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AB00472

To: Mr Chan, in China
Date: 1919-Oct-11

O divine herald! The letter thou didst write to Mr. Wilhelm
was forwarded to the Holy Land and was perused. Call it not a
letter but rather a rose garden, where flowers of meaning had
blossomed and from which the fragrance of the love of God
was inhaled. In truth, thou didst deserve this supreme gift, for
the lamp of guidance was lit within the glass of thy heart and
shed its rays upon all directions. The tongue became eloquent,
the ear attentive, and the nostrils inhaled the fragrances of the
Abha Paradise.

In the land of China, souls are very receptive to the new teach-
ings, and the wise among its people have realized that the
old Chinese religion is a cause of decline and fall. They have
therefore concluded that, for the advancement and progress
of the nation, the development of the country, the dignity of
its people, the elevation of the government, and the enhance-
ment of its might, religious renewal is necessary. This is the
extent of their thinking—that the same old religion must be re-
newed so that it may gain fresh vigor and become the cause
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of the progress of nation and people. Since they harbor such
thoughts and have arrived at such conviction, they are ready
to hear the divine teachings. Do strengthen the gathering you
have formed in Shanghai, and likewise establish a gathering
in Peking itself, and engage in propagating the divine religion.
The greatest means of progress is the promotion of the divine
teachings and acting in accordance with them, for mere words
and instruction yield no result—action is required. Rest assured
that heavenly divine confirmations will reach thee. It is explic-
itly stated in the Tablets: “We shall assist whosoever ariseth
to aid Our Cause with the hosts of the Concourse on high and
a company of Our favored angels.”

It hath been experienced time and again throughout this pe-
riod, and it is as clear and manifest as the sun, that whosoever
ariseth to guide the people aright will be assisted and strength-
ened by the successive waves of the hosts of the Kingdom. In
the course of My journey to America one could witness how, in
great assemblages and imposing churches, the spirit of divine
assistance would begin to surge upon the utterance of a single
word. Were it not for this, I would certainly have been unable
to speak a word; for the audience was listening with a critical
ear and watching with a critical eye, and was for the most part
inclined to object.

Nevertheless, in all these assemblages and churches, whether
in the course of My speech or thereafter, not a soul dared raise
an objection, notwithstanding that what was being said ran
counter to their beliefs. For example, in the Jewish temple the
station of Jesus as the Divine Logos and the Spirit of God, and
the station of the Apostle of God [Muhammad] as the cynosure
of creation and the epitome of existence, were plainly estab-
lished. It is evident how deeply these statements run counter
to the beliefs of the Jews, and yet not a single soul objected.
When I was departing the temple, their great priest (who is
called Khakham in Hebrew) came to express his gratitude and
said that the entire congregation wanted to shake hands with
Me. I said: “I am suffering from fever and am extremely weak.
How could I shake hands with such a crowd?” At his sugges-
tion, then, certain leaders of the community came to shake
My hand and express their appreciation. One of them, while
embracing Me, even declared that he was no longer a Jew.

My meaning is that all this was due to the confirmations of the
Blessed Beauty and His heavenly assistance, for otherwise they
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would not have permitted the first word to be followed by the
second! Now, rest assured that the confirmations of the Abha
Kingdom will be undoubtedly vouchsafed. Spur on thy charger
in this arena, that thou mayest witness signal victories.

i Convey on My behalf the utmost love and kindness to those

two newly converted souls. I beseech God to confer upon them
His celestial grace, that they may become the embodiments of
His bestowals and the incarnations of His guidance, that they
may shine as two bright candles and bestow upon China a
heavenly light.

Upon thee be the glory of glories!
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ABO01150

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Oct-11

O Thou son of the kingdom!

Thy letter was received. Its contents were in the utmost sweet-
ness, for it was indicative that with the utmost power thou
hast arisen in order to link together the hearts of the souls
that are in America with those who are in Europe. This is of
utmost importance, for the first divine teaching is that com-
munities must be freed from racial, political and even patriotic
prejudice, that all men are of one race and the whole universe
one land. Consider how unwise and short-sighted are the lead-
ers, the politicians and the philosophers of the present age!
The American continent and Europe, that is, Germany and
France, are a small portion of the terrestrial globe. What is
the importance of this globe?-for it commands no importance
when compared to these infinite bodies that abound in the lim-
itless space; it is like unto an insignificant spot on the surface
of the wide ocean. No importance should be attached to the
terrestrial globe, how much less to one of the countries of the
globe. The inhabitants of countries are so immersed in their
imaginations that they carved for themselves statues of imag-
ination, which they worship, when actually they are naught
but fantastic images, yet in spite of that they are worshipped
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by everyone. How heedless, unintelligent and unwise are the
leaders and philosophers of today!

In short, the divine teachings constitute the unicolored pavilion
of the oneness of the world of humanity. All the peoples of the
world shall not attain unto rest except under its shadow, and in
accordance with these teachings, the Turk as well as the Tagik,
the European as well as the American, the Asiatic as well as the
African-all shall rest under the shadow on this pavilion. The
friends of God must therefore deal with the communities of
the world with the utmost truthfulness and friendship without
any distinction of race, so that all may embrace one another
and with the utmost harmony and love may engage in the
glorification of the Lord of the Kingdom.

I have delivered an address at the university of the colored men
at Washington on the subject of the colored and the white.
Refer to it and act accordingly.

In brief, I am greatly pleased with thy conduct and thy behav-
ior. Praise to be God, thou are freed from these limitations
and imaginations, hast no purpose save the diffusion of the
divine fragrances and art ever restless and active. Thou art
day and night striving to hoist the resplendent banner and
to cause the shinning morn to illumine all regions. From the
Abha Kingdom I ever beg confirmation for thee, for without it
the smallest things cannot be performed, how much less this
important question.

Convey in my behalf to all friends of God, greeting.
Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha!

SW_ v11#08 p.122, BSTW#366

AB02671

To: Mirza Aflatun (London), in Baghdad
Date: 1919-Oct-11

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! The renowned
Plato was a physical physician and a mere human being, yet be-
cause he arose with great determination he became accepted
throughout the horizons and famous in the world of ethics.
Now you are under the shadow of the favors of the Lord of

b e OB gl Jlas Balo fos (6 1
G Orr dy QU a5 5y Glewr
05 yyen 5 28 BB Jpde 548 (.L}@p
Sl Oy Sl J5 s 5 dle 33k Jle
G b (52, Jeat o Glewer Cb
ST QL ab Oyle 35 Gleyy culb 5o b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 105


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_8
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_351-400.pdf#page=27

Vol. 174: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part III (Aug-Oct)

AB12464

the Covenant and have well acquired physical medicine, there-
fore strive until you also gain complete proficiency in spiritual
healing. If you succeed in attaining this station, you will sur-
pass Plato and become even more renowned throughout the
horizons, for two gifts will be combined in you and you will be
assisted by the confirmation of the Lord of Hosts.

Convey my greetings to the passionate lovers so that they
may remain firm and steadfast like towering mountains and
engage in promoting the love of God. Especially convey my
utmost love and kindness to the glorious Khalil, and likewise
in Ba’qubah to Javad Matir who is an active friend and a
brilliant sign, and in Huwayder give glad tidings to Sharud
Vadud through the grace of the Lord of Love in the kingdom
of existence. And similarly to Mustafa Arab who is among
the forerunners - “the forerunners, the forerunners, these are
they who are brought near” - honor him with the Most Won-
drous and Most Glorious greeting and favor him on my behalf
and convey utmost love. And emphasize to all that they must
be so firm in their steadfastness in the Covenant that it influ-
ences the horizons, for the tests in these days are severe and
the steadfast are few. Yet my hope is that the loved ones of
Iraq will be armies of the impregnable fortress and become a
strong shield against the arrows of doubts. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12464

To: Frieda Goering, in Stuttgart
Date: 1919-Oct-11

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter arrived and from its
contents your supreme devotion to the heavenly Father became
evident. A thousand praises that you discovered the truth and
were illumined by the divine light and kindled like a lamp of the
love of God. You have the intention to travel to Iran which
is very appropriate, but if you can find one or two compan-
ions from Germany you will travel more comfortably, for the
distance is great and the roads are not very secure, therefore
you must have travel companions. You wrote that you became
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acquainted with three Iranian youth who came to your meet- .6, (:2:...» AL o = ol g Al

ing. Strive to illumine these youth and make them firm and
steadfast in the Cause of Baha'u’llah.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07985

To: Azizullah son of Siyavash Mihrigan et al., in Yazd
Date: 1919-Oct-12

O Lord! These pure souls are enamored of Thee and bewildered
by Thee. They have been set ablaze with the fire of Thy love
and have burned away the veil of vain imaginings. They have
grasped the truth, are self-sacrificing for Thee, and tearful from
separation from Thee. Make these souls the manifestations of
Thine endless favors and the recipients of Thy freely-given aid.
And upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02530

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Mandalay
Date: 1919-Oct-13

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter of August 19,
1919 was received. Its contents brought sweetness to my soul,
for it was a sign of faithfulness and evidence of steadfastness
in servitude to the Abha Beauty. During the years of war, this
wingless bird was compelled to remain silent and still, but after
the flames of war subsided and the paths opened somewhat, I
began corresponding with the friends. However, the pages fall
like leaves from a tree, and the pen is bewildered as to which
one to answer.

Praise be to God that the Cause of God is day by day becom-
ing more exalted, and that the extent of my correspondence is
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becoming ever wider. Previously it was possible to correspond
with all the friends, whereas now no more than a single letter
can be written to each town; nay, to carry on a wider corre-
spondence would be quite inconceivable. Yet because thou art
an old and dearly cherished friend, this reply is being composed
immediately upon receipt of thy letter, that thou mayest know
how kindly ‘Abdu’l-Baha feeleth towards thee in his heart and
soul.

Today is the time for teaching. This Cause is aided by divine
confirmations - whoever arises to teach it will be assisted by the
hosts of the Abha Kingdom. The command to teach carries
a powerful mandate from the Abha Kingdom. In any case,
encourage and urge all the friends to exalt the Word of God and
diffuse the divine fragrances, so that that region may be stirred
into motion. Continue your future correspondence through
Aga Muhammad Tagqi Isfahani in Egypt, as this respected soul
is serving with utmost strength. You, along with some of the
friends, have permission to attain Our presence at the end
of winter. Convey to all the friends the Most Glorious Abha
greetings. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03494

To: Baha’is of Abadih
Date: 1919-Oct-13

O ye who have peace of soull Among the divine Texts as
set forth in the Most Holy Book and also in other Tablets
is this: it is incumbent upon the father and mother to train
their children both in good conduct and the study of books;
study, that is, to the degree required, so that no child, whether
girl or boy, will remain illiterate. Should the father fail in
his duty he must be compelled to discharge his responsibility,
and should he be unable to comply, let the House of Justice
take over the education of the children; in no case is a child
to be left without an education. This is one of the stringent
and inescapable commandments to neglect which would draw
down the wrathful indignation of Almighty God.

Wherefore must the loved ones of God exert the utmost en-
deavour, that a Baha’i school may be established in Abadih,
and that the Baha’i children may therein acquire the sciences
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to the needful degree. Accordingly, ye must assuredly consult
and confer concerning this matter, and, in whatever manner
may be possible, organize a school for the children. This will
become the cause of the attainment of divine confirmations
and assistance.

O my God, O my God! I beseech Thee, by the light of Thy
gracious Countenance, to confirm Thy sincere servants who
have arisen to establish that which Thou hast commanded in
Thy perspicuous Book: the diffusion of sciences and the in-
struction of arts and skills to children from their earliest years
until the age of maturity, through Thy great bounty. O Lord!
Aid these souls with Thy hidden favours and with the hosts of
the Concourse on High. Verily, Thou art the Bountiful; verily,
Thou art the Great; verily, Thou art the Compassionate, the
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AB04749

To: Ibtihajul-Mulk et ol., in Rasht
Date: 1919-Oct-13

O two servants close to the Divine Threshold! For some time I
have not corresponded with you, nor shared inner secrets, nor
expressed heartfelt sentiments. Yet I was always mindful of you
and would beseech the Court of Divine Unity for confirmation
and success, that in every instance the gaze of favor would
encompass you. And now I have undertaken to write this letter
and made tea the occasion to have a conversation with you.
This tea was grown and cultivated on your farm. Indeed it is
very pleasant and acceptable. Firstly, that it comes from the
produce of a friend’s farm is merit enough, and secondly, its
fragrance and taste are also pleasing. My hope is that through
your efforts the cultivation of tea in those regions will expand
and spread to other provinces, so that Iran will be content with
tea that comes from Iran itself.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory
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AB06282

To: Flora M Clark, in Santa Barbara, CA
Date: 1919-Oct-13

O cherished maidservant of God! Your letter was received and
from its contents your supplication and prayer to the Kingdom
of God became known. Whatever man strives for in this mortal
world yields no result - he came naked into this world and naked
shall he depart from it - unless he turns to God and offers
prayers to the Kingdom of God, unless he strives in God’s
path and renders service to the Truth, unless he attains a pure
heart and seeing eyes and hearing ears and a spirit rejoicing
in the divine glad-tidings. This yields results and bears fruit.
Otherwise man attains nothing from life. You must thank God
that you have been assisted to achieve this bounty and have
found heavenly illumination.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_v10#19 p.342

AB02371

To: Kathryn Frankland, in San Francisco
Date: 1919-Oct-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
received. Although I have no time at all, out of intense love
I am writing a reply, albeit brief - yet this brief reply has the
effect of a detailed one.

You wrote about the services of Mrs. Goodall and Mrs. Cooper.
These two dear maidservants of God are truly two bright can-
dles and are peerless and matchless in the world of morals.
They are self-sacrificing in the path of God and in a state of
hardship and difficulty they remain in the utmost joy and de-
light. It is certain that divine confirmations surround them.
Thank God that you associate with them. Birds flock with
their own kind. It is evident that you too are a daughter of
the Kingdom since you associate and gather with them.

Regarding Helen about whom you wrote - give this girl a Baha’i
upbringing and show her utmost kindness. Gradually make her
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aware and if she asks about and insists on knowing the history
of her life, gradually explain to her what actually happened,
but with such kindness that she will see you are infinitely more
kind than her own parents. In any case, strive greatly for her
happiness, joy and education.

And I pray for you that divine confirmations and heavenly as-
sistance may be your companion and aid. Convey my utmost
longing to Mr. Franklin. I hope he will be assisted and con-
firmed in this invention and render a service to the human
world.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

MAB.008cx

ABO03337

To: H De Boer, in Washington, DC
Date: 1919-Oct-14

O thou servant of God! Do not grieve at the afflictions and
calamities that have befallen thee. All calamities and afflic-
tions have been created for man so that he may spurn this
mortal world — a world to which he is much attached. When
he experienceth severe trials and hardships, then his nature
will recoil and he will desire the eternal realm — a realm which
is sanctified from all afflictions and calamities. Such is the
case with the man who is wise. He shall never drink from a
cup which is at the end distasteful, but, on the contrary, he
will seek the cup of pure and limpid water. He will not taste
of the honey that is mixed with poison.

Praise thou God, that thou hast been tried and hast experi-
enced such a test. Be patient and grateful. Turn thy face
to the divine Kingdom and strive that thou mayest acquire
merciful characteristics, mayest become illumined and acquire
the attributes of the Kingdom and of the Lord. Endeavour
to become indifferent to the pleasures of this world and to its
comfort, to remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant and to
promulgate the Cause of God.

This is the cause of the exaltation of man, the cause of his
glory and of his salvation.

SWAB#197, SW_ v11#16 p.278-280
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AB04387

To: Muhammad Labib Yazdi
Date: 1919-Oct-14

O fragrant visitor! The meaning of “He created the heavens
and earth in six days” was explained verbally.

As for children, from the age of five they should enter into
training, meaning during the days they should be kept in a
place where there are teachers, learn manners, and be taught
some letters and words and basic reading in the form of play.
As is done in some countries where they make letters and words
from sweets and give them to the child - for example, they make
the shape of alif from candy and its name is alif, and they make
ba from candy and its name is ba, and likewise the other letters
are given to young children. Children learn letters quickly.

As for naming with the Blessed Name, meaning Baha’u’llah,
and with the name of the Exalted One, meaning the Bab or
the Primal Point - this is not permitted. However, naming
‘Abdu’l-Baha is permitted.

The history of the martyrs of Yazd which Jinab-i-Bayda has
authored - if it is published it would be very good.

As for bedtime, mothers should recite the verses of the Blessed
Beauty so that from childhood these children may be educated
with the verses of guidance. And upon you be the Most Glori-
ous Beauty!

BRL__ATE#186x, COC#0626x, LOG#0493x
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To: Baha’i Sunday Class
Date: 1919-Oct-14

O Thou pure God! Let these saplings which have sprouted by
the stream of Thy guidance become fresh and verdant through
the outpourings of the clouds of Thy tender mercy; cause them
to be stirred by the gentle winds wafting from the meads of
Thy oneness and suffer them to be revived through the rays of
the Sun of Reality, that they may continually grow and flourish,
and burst into blossoms and fruit.

O Lord God! Bestow upon each one understanding; give them
power and strength and cause them to mirror forth Thy di-
vine aid and confirmation, so that they may become highly
distinguished among the people.

3 Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful.

BRL APAB#04, BRL CHILD#19, SW_ v11#19 p.330
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YQAZ.633-634

AB02372

To: Arastu Hakim, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Oct-16

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy namesake, Aristotle, meticulously searched through the
subtleties of reality, thoroughly and in detail, yet he obtained
a mere drop from the ocean and a sheer grain from the whole
harvest. However, he made such discoveries within natural
philosophy that he became renowned and famous throughout
all lands.

The unseen Hand of God has now opened the portals of dis-
covery, and reality hath emerged from behind the veils of mys-
teries and it is manifest even within natural philosophy. It
is such that should any soul contemplate in the mysteries of
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divine philosophy, he will surpass Aristotle in discovering real-
ity. The same is true for the natural sciences. In mathematics,
school children can now exceed Aristotle in their comprehen-
sion of truths. Consider how great is this century, and how
magnificent is this era.

Those [earlier] individuals, however, were the founders of sci-
ences and crafts, and as such they should be regarded as su-
perior and be given preference. For example, a child in the
telecommunication era is more skilled in handling a telegraph
than the inventor himself was; as the inventor could not have
transmitted messages with the same ease. The merit neverthe-
less goes to the preceding and early founders.

Therefore, render thanks unto God for having come into the
world of existence in such a century; the century of reality and
the era of divine Unity. The portals are wide open, the veils are
rent asunder, and the vain imaginings are shattered to pieces.
Even the material sciences and crafts have reached a level that
a child is better informed than the philosophers of the past.
Behold, for instance, how a child is more skilful than Euclid
in mathematics and algebra; for this science hath advanced
through the passage of ages and centuries, it hath been refined,
condensed, discoveries made, until it hath reached the stage of
maturity.

Upon thee rest the glory of God.
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AB04486

To: Munavvar Khanum daughter of Abdu’l-Baha, in Bombay
Date: 1919-Oct-16

O blessed leaf! Although you are far from this threshold and
wandering in the land of India, afflicted with deprivation and
separation, yet in truth you have attained the honor of pres-
ence and audience at this Threshold, the circumambulation
point of the Supreme Concourse and Most Exalted Station,
for the blessed sacred leaf, your mother, constantly remembers
you, has not a moment’s rest, turns to the two blessed Holy
Persons, seeks nearness to the Court, desires protection from
the arrows of trials, and makes pilgrimage on your behalf. She
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truly has complete attachment to you. Therefore give thanks
to God that you have such a loving mother who gives you pref-
erence over herself, seeks eternal glory for you, desires divine
nearness for you, and asks for heavenly bounties so that you
may become close to the threshold in the two blessed Shrines
and draw near to the Court of the Divine Unity. To His Ho-
liness the Branch of the Divine Tree, the Afnan of the Sacred
Lote Tree, the honored Muvaqqiru’d-Dawlih, convey on my be-
half utmost love and abundant greetings. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06603

To: Members of 1st Int’l Baha’i Congress San Francisco
Date: 1919-Oct-16

O assemblage of the Spirit! The assemblage ye formed was
like a mirror facing the assemblage of God in the heavenly
Kingdom. The liberal effusions of the latter were manifested
in the former even as the rays of the sun are reflected in the
mirror. I thus offer you felicitations and beseech the assistance
and grace of the Abha Kingdom that this assemblage may burn
brightly even as a candle, may manifest far-reaching results,
may confer a new spirit, and bestow everlasting life. Exert
yourselves, day by day, to increase the effects produced by this
assemblage and to spread its pervasive influence.

2 The glory of the All-Glorious rest upon you!
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ABO7737

To: Unknown, in Haifa
Date: 1919-Oct-16

O Thou forgiving Lord! These servants were noble souls, and
these radiant hearts were made illumined and resplendent
through the light of Thy guidance. They drank a brimming
cup of the wine of Thy love, and gave ear to eternal mysteries
imparted by the melodies of Thy knowledge. They bound their
hearts to Thee, broke free from the snare of estrangement, and
laid hold of Thy unity. Make these precious souls companions
of the inmates of Heaven, and admit them into the circle of
Thy chosen ones. Make them intimates of Thy mysteries in
the retreats of the realm above, and immerse them in the sea
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ADH2.050, ADH2_ 6401 p.167,
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To: Mirza Husayn nephew of Siyyid Taqi et al., in Iran

Date: 1919-Oct-19

O assured souls! You are the remembrance of that illumined
being and the memorial of that respected person. The honored
uncle, in the blessed days, served with utmost truthfulness and
trustworthiness, and was the means for transmitting Tablets
and letters. He was self-effacing and evanescent. He had no
purpose except the good-pleasure of the Blessed Beauty, no
desire except service to the Cause. He was favored with this
greatest gift and wore such a jewel-studded crown upon his
head and such a robe of honor upon his body. After the As-
cension as well, he was my partner and associate in servitude
at the Sacred Threshold until the day he passed away. I be-
came very sorrowful and grieved at his passing, for he was my
companion, my comfort and intimate friend. Know the worth
of this uncle. This respected soul is near in the Divine Court
and immersed in the ocean of lights in the world of mysteries.
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His worth is not known now but soon it will become known.
This noble person placed a crown upon your heads whose bril-
liant and radiant jewels will shine throughout centuries and
ages. Be thankful to God, follow in his path and walk in his
footsteps so that you may be his true and not metaphorical
relations. I will supplicate at the Sacred Threshold on your be-
half and wish you success in both worlds. My hope is that you
will be raised up as I desire. Upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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ABO03995

To: Khusraw Parsi, in Poona
Date: 1919-Oct-23

- O Khusraw! Not a day or night passes except that you come
to mind and cross my thoughts. The days in Paris are before
my eyes and cannot be forgotten. Those few days we were
companions passed very pleasantly - they were sweet and full
of delight, joyous and full of happiness. Surely you remember
them too. Perhaps another such day will come when we can
embrace again and be stirred with enthusiasm.

Jinab-i-Yusuf arrived at the Holy Land last night and attained
the presence of the All-Knowing God. He has now been given
leave to depart and in my opinion will come to Poona in the
summer. He will be your guest. Show him the utmost con-
sideration and reduce his rent as much as possible. Be his
companion and confidant, keep him occupied, and console him
every hour so that his heart may find rest.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Jinab-i-Khusraw, make some arrangement for his livelihood
so that the small amount he has does not run out. Great
consideration must be shown to this person - he is unwell and
after having been wealthy has become destitute.
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To: Shaykh Muhsin Naimi Naini (Dabir Muaid), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! In these days, a herald is
rare to find and a teacher hard to come by. From every direc-
tion rises the cry “Where is the teacher? Where is the teacher?”
For capacity in souls is great and those yearning to hear the
glad-tidings of the Lord are countless. Praise be to God that
thou art successful in achieving this mighty bounty - thou art
aflame, thou art attracted, thou art a teacher. In truth, thou
hast lit the lamp of his honor Na’im and art causing his honor
Na’im to rejoice in eternal delight. His soul is in the utmost joy
and fragrance because of thy endeavors. What bounty could
be greater than that a lover should occupy himself with the
mention of the beauty and perfection of the Beloved - espe-
cially the Beloved, the Enchanter of all horizons? There is in
this a sweetness and delight that will forever make the palate
of the soul taste sweet. Blessed art thou! Again, blessed art
thou! Glad-tidings be unto thee! Again, glad-tidings unto thee
forever and ever!
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AB11752

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O divine Khalilullah and prince of the luminous realm! Praise
be to God that Faran is in effusion, and this is from the heat
of love of that kind friend. In these days the field is vast and
the light of truth is radiant and the lamp of the love of God
is brilliant. It is time that from the faces of the friends the

brilliant rays of the greater guidance shine forth and radiate.

Let each soul become the guide of numerous souls, and let each

lit candle become the cause of ignition of extinguished candles.

Convey to the noble descendant utmost love and kindness and

heart attachment and great longing from Abdul-Baha, and like-

wise make fragrant the nostrils of the other luminous friends,
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both male and female, with holy fragrances. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06130

To: Nasrullah Rastigar Taliqani
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! From ancient times,
Taligan has been a place where flowers and fragrant herbs
would grow, and a source from which conscience would spring
forth. However, all those gifts of heart and soul and freedom of
conscience were preliminaries for the manifestation and emer-
gence of the greatest gifts in the Day of the appearance of the
merciful Lord. The fruit must be harvested today, and my
hope is that souls will arise from Taligan in the utmost spirit
and joy who will become the cause of delight to the hearts
of the friends, who will conduct themselves according to the
teachings of the Lord God, and who through their deeds and
words, their speech and conduct, will become the cause of the
awakening of all creation. Thou art, praise be to God, suc-
cessful in service and confirmed in teaching the Cause of God.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07421

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi
Date: 1919-Oct-2)

O you who possess a mighty portion! Your honor Hakim, you
do not know how this heart and soul is overflowing with love
for you, how uplifting it is. A few days ago a letter was written
and submitted. Now, since in Amin’s letter there was mention,
with utmost sweetness, of that longtime friend, I am again
compelled to write, for the ocean of love has surged and the
reins have slipped from my hands, and remembrance of you has
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brought utmost tenderness to my heart. In every instance you
come to mind and move the pen to cry out. One word suffices,
and that is: Verily you possess a mighty character. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12791

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O consummate scholar! Shiraz hath ever been the focal point
of the denizens of the realm of mysteries and the fountainhead
of fervent prayers and supplications. Blessed souls have been
raised up in that land who have become the object of exaltation
and praise. And this even more so, as that city hath now
become the dawning-place of the Morn of Oneness and the
dayspring of the Sun of Truth.

Now thou art a gazelle of that land, and it behoveth thee there-
fore to diffuse its musk-laden fragrance. Forsake, then, every
other care and devote thyself to teaching the Cause, for this
is indeed the day to take the field and to win the prize. Upon
thee be the glory of glories.
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AB09556

To: Hurmuzdiyar Tirandaz, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O Hurmuzdyar! Praise be to God that thou hast found thy
way to the abode of the Beloved and discovered the path to
the dwelling-place of the Kind Friend. Thou hast become de-
tached from all else save Him and grown vigilant through His
guidance. This is a gift from the Lord. Even if thou wert to of-
fer thanks throughout thy life and become wise, thou wouldst
not be able to fulfill the obligations of gratitude for this bounty,
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nor succeed in rendering complete thanksgiving, for the gift of
guidance is a bestowal for which no soul can adequately give
thanks. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09378

To: Rustam Tirandaz Payman, in Tithran
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O Rustam-i-Dastan! The Covenant Partnership is a manifesta-
tion of the favors of the All-Merciful and the recipient of endless
bounties. It is hoped that, as befitting and proper, you may
become the dawning-place of great signs and become renowned
throughout all regions for your excellence in business dealings,
religious devotion and trustworthiness. I pray for you and be-
seech for you a share and portion from His endless bounties.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09616

To: Yusif Vujdani, in Tihran
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O spiritual Joseph! The time hath come for thee to ascend
from the depths of the well to the height of the moon, to gain
freedom from prison and enter the court of the Lord. Thy
renowned services are known, witnessed and mentioned in the
presence of the Center of the Covenant. Be confident that I
will not forget thee for a moment. I desire thee to be like a
roaring whale and seek thee to be as a surging ocean. Glad
tidings be unto thee of this great announcement!
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AB09897

To: Bahman Khudamurad (Yazd), in Tihran
Date: 1919-Oct-24

O Bahman! The month of Bahman is the season of abundant
rain that saturates the soil. When spring arrives, the face of
the earth becomes a rose garden and flower bed. These flowers
and sweet herbs are the effect of that rain. I beseech God
that you too, like the rains of Bahman, may become the cause
of verdure and freshness in every meadow, that you may give
drink to the thirsty ones and guide those who have lost their
way. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03351

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Iran
Date: 1919-Oct-25+

O thou steadfast servant of the Ancient Beauty! Thy detailed
letter was perused. As far as ye can, in this day, arise to
proclaim the Cause of God. The Hand of Divine power hath
ordained an immense opportunity. Cast not away so precious
a chance. All hearts are turned towards the Faith of God and
every ear is expectantly awaiting to hearken unto His Word.
The peoples of Persia are busied with their own selves, and
beneath the weight of strife and bloodshed, the majority are
weary of life and existence. They seek a refuge; yet there is
no place to flee to, no refuge that any one can seek, no haven
to repair unto, and no shelter to find, except the Kingdom
of Abha that hath caused the whole world to be stirred and
shaken, and will, ere long bring about the prosperity of Persia
and will cause her peoples to become endeared to them of this
world and of the next.

The good-will of Persia lies in bringing fidelity and humility to
all the nations, peoples and kindreds of the world. Every soul
that hath remained faithful to the Covenant, even though to
outward seeming, unable to read the letters of the alphabet,
he should let his thoughts be fixed upon the exaltation of the
Word of God and towards the teaching of His Cause.
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Be kind on my behalf to Badieh and Badi’u’llah, cherish Mu-
nirih and Inayatu’llah and Fadlu’llah, and convey my most
glorious and most resplendent greetings to their mother, the
handmaiden of God Zahra Sultan. I remember Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad Husayn and Shawkat and Nayyirih and Nuriyyih,
all with most glorious remembrances. Upon you and upon
them all, men and women, be the Glory.
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AB00469

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Port Said
Date: 1919-Oct-26

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! One of the letters which
you had sent through Aga Mirza Mahdi, upon him be God’s
Most Glorious Beauty, arrived and its contents brought abun-
dant joy. Your journey to the regions of Mashhad was very
fitting. The coming and going of souls firm in the Covenant
bestows new life. I was very pleased with the love and kindness
of Jinab-i-Mu’tamidu’l-Vizarih. I hope he will become a rising
star in the horizon of oneness. Praise be to God that some souls
in that region have become aware of some of the teachings. It
is hoped that that country will become illumined. You should
proceed with utmost detachment, and whatever expenses are
needed, write to Jinab-i-Amin who will surely provide them. I
will write recommendations. Surely by now you have turned to
other places. I hope you will be successful in causing Khurasan
to burst into intense flame, and if you make a journey to Shiraz,
great success will be achieved.

His honor Aga Mirza Ahmad Qa’ini, that noble one, arose to
serve at the radiant Shrine. Days and nights he would either
engage in visitation and prayer, or serve the friends, or water
the gardens and flower-beds of the brilliantly-shining Shrine.
After some time in this state he ascended to the Kingdom of
Glory. Blessed is he and excellent is his final abode.
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Convey my utmost longing to His honor Mustawfi and Jinab-i-
Mustashar, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Sarchahi and Jinab-i-Aqa
Mirza Muhammad Naqqgash and the Sadat Hisari brothers and
Jinab-i-Na’ib Asghar and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Husayn Yazdi,
Jinab-i-Mulla Sadiq Yazdi and Jinab-i-Aqa Mashhadi ‘Ali from
the people of Kaf. I hope that Jinab-i-Mustawfi will receive suf-
ficient and ample confirmation, and Jinab-i-Mustashar will be-
come a lamp of lights, and Jinab-i-Naqgqash will tremble from
the intensity of the love of God, and Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad
Sarchahi will reach the zenith of the moon, and the Sadat His-
ari will achieve great victory, and Jinab-i-Na’ib Asghar will be-
come a great and glorious enthusiast, and Jinab-i-Aqga ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn Yazdi will receive a portion and share from the bounty
of the two Easts, and Jinab-i-Aqa Mulla Muhammad Sadiq
will become a shining candle, and Jinab-i-Aqa Mashhadi ‘Ali
will become a manifestation of clear bounty.

And to those souls who have newly reached the shore of the
sea of recognition and have become merciful ones, have become
divine ones, have become glorified ones, have become heavenly
ones - convey the utmost love and heart-attachment of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. The heart’s desire is that a special letter be written to
each one, but even if every particle of ‘Abdu’l-Baha were to
become a thousand particles and engage in writing, it would
not be sufficient. Therefore with heart and soul I commune
with each one.

5 All countries have become fields of revolution and turmoil and

lack safety and security. All the peoples of the world have
become scattered and dispersed except for the friends of God
who remain protected in the exalted refuge of the protection
of the Infinite Beauty. Turkistan, especially ‘Ishqabad, had its
foundation scattered to the winds, but praise be to God the
friends remained protected and preserved from these afflictions.
His honor the Consul General of the sublime state of Iran truly
has a lofty aspiration and an noble station. They became the
cause of rest and security for the Iranian subjects who did not
become homeless. I pray for them that they may receive divine
confirmation and heavenly success, and know for certain that
they will receive the recompense for their deeds. This is a
promise that will not be false.

Convey utmost kindness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the hon-
ored maidservant of God and Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh Ahmad and
the honored wife and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Abdu’r-Rahim and children
and descendants.

O Lord! O Forgiver of sins! Make Tuba a bird of the Tuba
tree and grant it a nest and dwelling in the Sadrat’ul-Muntaha.
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Make it harmonious with divine melody in the infinite garden
so that it may become intimate with prayer and supplication
and forever sing with the melody of the Concourse on High in
that garden of eternity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01183

To: Ali son of Husayn Khayyat Tihrani, in Khurasan
Date: 1919-Oct-26

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thy letter of 12
Dhi’l-Qa’dih 1337 was received, but the earlier one hath not
arrived. Thou hast written that, as a result of the attacks
of the enemies, thou and thy father were forced to leave your
home.

It hath ever been thus: Abraham departed from His native
land, but His departure became the cause of joy. Moses was
sent far from His homeland, but that exile led Him to behold
the Fire upon Sinai. Joseph was made a homeless wanderer in
Egypt, but He rose from the depths of the pit to reach the apex
of heaven. Jesus was forced to leave the Holy Land for Egypt,
but this separation became the cause of blessings. Muhammad
fled from Mecca to Medina, but His flight resulted in victory.
The Bab was likewise banished from Shiraz to the banks of
the river Araxes, but auspicious indeed were the results of His
banishment! The Blessed Beauty—may my soul be offered up
for His loved ones—was exiled from Persia to Iraq, thence to
Constantinople, and later to the Land of Mystery, before be-
ing transferred to the Most Great Prison. All these successive
banishments became the cause of the illumination of the FEast
and the West. Now ye too have suffered your share of ban-
ishment and exile; rest assured that great results shall ensue.
Praise be to God that Munir, like the resplendent morn, hath
become radiant and illumined with the splendours of teaching
the Cause!

As to thy question: Know thou that in all created things
sweetness and bitterness are accidental attributes. That which,
through its elemental composition, appealeth to the sense of
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taste is conceived as sweet by the palate, and that which run-
neth counter to it tasteth bitter. These are both accidental
attributes; they are not due to any difference in essence.

Man, however, hath a twofold station: one luminous, the other
dark; one pertaining to the realm of the Divine, the other to
the world of nature; one inclined towards heavenly virtues, the
other towards satanic qualities. For man standeth on the de-
marcation line between light and darkness. In the circle of
existence, he is situated at the lowest point, which marketh
at once the end of the arc of descent and the beginning of
the arc of ascent.
ther direction: towards light or darkness, towards ignorance
or guidance—depending on the one that prevaileth. Should
the rational faculty prevail, man would shine radiantly and oc-
cupy a lofty station in the realms on high. And should the self
and the lower nature prevail, the result would be darkness and
he would fall into the nethermost fire. For in man the powers
of the heavenly Kingdom and the forces of his animal nature
are at war until one or the other doth triumph. The Glory of
Glories rest upon thee.

For this reason, he is free to move in ei-
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AB00153

Commentary on the Unity of Fxistence
To: Abdu’l-Hadi Zayyan, in Eqypt
Date: 1919-Oct-27

Those pre-eminent Sufis who founded the doctrine of the “unity
of existence” never intended by this term the universally pred-
icated existence which is conceived by the mind. For such an
existence is but an accident among others occurring in associa-
tion with the realities of things. That is to say, these realities
are the substance, whereas that existence which is conceived
by the mind, the universally predicated existence, is but an
accident associated with them.

Rather, what these pre-eminent figures have alluded to is an
existence compared to which the realities of all things are mere
accidents. By this is intended an existence that is pre-eternal
whilst all other things are contingent. Thus, the existence to
which they refer is that ineffable Reality whereby all things
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are realized, or, in other words, by virtue of which all things
subsist, but which itself remaineth self-subsistent above the
heavens and the earth. The words “He is the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsistent” bear witness to the truth of this utterance.

And since that existence whereby all things are realized is one,
there is “unity of existence”. The generality of the Sufis, how-
ever, conceive of that ineffable Reality as having resolved itself
into countless forms, as hath been said:

The sea hath ever been the sea,

And all contingent things its waves and forms;

; This world resembleth ice, and Thee—

Thou art the water at its very source.

In other words, although that ineffable Reality defieth all de-
scription, they found themselves obliged to describe it, and
hence termed it “existence”. In brief, the generality of the Su-
fis hold that that existence which is above all description and
beyond all understanding is like unto the sea, and the realities
of all things are even as its waves. Although the waves con-
tinually ebb and flow, the sea remaineth ever the same and
unchanged.

But in the eyes of the people of Truth, the Baha’is, that unseen
and unknowable Being is like unto the sun, which hath dawned
above all things and from whose rays all creatures, whether
mineral, plant, animal, or human, obtain illumination. That
is to say, its effulgent rays shine upon them all and they, in
turn, reflect faithfully its light. Thus, if thou dost gaze upon
the stone, the earth, the plant, the animal, and man, thou wilt
find them one and all to be partaking of the bounty of the sun.
In like manner, although the realities of all created things are
the recipients of the bounty of the Daystar of Truth, the latter
doth not descend from its heights of holiness and sanctity, nor
doth it resolve itself into contingent beings. “No thing is there
but that it containeth a sign betokening His oneness.”

In sum, the generality of the mystics imagine that existence
is limited to two conditions: God and creation. They believe
God to be the inner reality of all things and creation to be the
outward appearance thereof. The people of Truth, however,
recognize three realms of existence: God, Command (which
is the Primal Will), and creation. The Primal Will, which is
the realm of Command, is the inner reality of all things, and
all beings are therefore the manifestations of the Divine Will,
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not the manifestations of the Divine Essence and Reality itself.
“His are the realms of Command and creation.”

As to the station of the Godhead, it is exalted above and sancti-
fied beyond the understanding of all created things, how much
more above resolving itself into their realities! His Holiness the
Bab (may my life be a sacrifice unto Him) hath stated that the
meaning of the verse “The sea hath ever been the sea, and all
contingent things its waves and forms” is fulfilled in the Primal
Will, not in the Divine Essence.

The generality of the Sufis venture even to imagine that inef-
fable Reality to be like the number “one”, and all creation to
constitute the repetitions thereof. Thus, “one” hath repeated
itself and produced “two”, hath repeated itself twice and pro-
duced “three”, and so on for all numbers. Furthermore, num-
bers are a matter of convention: though they are fixed, they
have no objective existence.

As to the “fixed archetypes” spoken of by the mystics, the
argument is this: Numbers, although fixed, have no definite
existence and are a mere convention. As they say: “East and
west, north and south, possess a fixed character, yet they have
no objective existence. Likewise, the fixed archetypes are the
forms of God’s knowledge: they have a fixed character, but
have not inhaled even a breath of real existence.” God forbid
that it should be so! Were such conceptions to be held, the
Eternal would become the contingent, and the contingent the
Eternal, and the universal Reality would be compelled to de-
scend and resolve itself into infinite forms in the realities of all
things. Whereas ascent and descent, egress and regress, disso-
lution and decline, composition and commingling are among
the characteristics of material bodies. Even incorporeal things
are freed and sanctified above such imaginings, how much more
then that universal Reality! The aforementioned attributes are
indeed those of corporeal, not of incorporeal things.

In brief, the pre-eminent Sufis mean by “existence” that
through which all things are realized, and which is one, un-
known in its attributes, unseen, inaccessible, and severed from
all human understanding. But even then, they believe in two
stations: God and creation; and they further claim that God
Himself hath two stations: that of sanctity and transcendence
(“Nothing is like unto Him”), and that of similarity and
resemblance (“He is the Hearing, the Knowing”).

5 Thus Rumi saith:

O Traceless One of myriad ways! Those who confound Thy
signs with Thee

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

VI ehl ogn y e alhe & ol 44l

Gty Y

S35 e s o gl Fas o

sl o Kb dey 4 b cwl ol

bdcﬁfd\wd\g\wfa\:b}w

BE) CL.A\} C\}A\ u:\);-\ d‘}r.&)\dd{
&> u\s)z mwl.: 4..‘}\

a&fa%a{bé,mr\fé,
olsk @?' 5 Gl Ay "4:\1&' &G grin &
Gt @l 6 daly Cl aaly OLA OT LS
0358 430 43 53 daly (i 5 A ol
30 sy S b golael )

slael § i) b e sal Olel sdtue
s s U ol oS0 ol b i
5 AN Ol a Kor Sl g)lel St
o s st o Jlzdl 5 oyl 5 o
LMl 2 sl 0LVl sy oA
sl 3l cdle Ky opt Uoadyl
S S e $1 K05 o e
b4 i 8 nlo 558 Ssle 8
Jgo 5 I DK s 45 aalzel )y
s A s ds s ome 5 dd s A oY
oBbas ) glalal y 2Vl s 5 by
e Sy A SIS o
Sli (o) o Ciig dey de b L |

S 6 Sl e koo 35

§ i) By dplo dais 4o
o CML,?V\ 4 L;fzé,b 37 5 5 5ane
3 Gl Cadl Uz 55 Ol 5 Gl Aoy
Sb ds Gl CEMJW‘@‘W

js\)yj&}y.\dﬂ&)),\am
AT Gy Dy a5 tan, WG ag,

! @«:ﬂ”ﬁj Sy il 4y e S
a5 Yo el

ope Ok b 28 g sl 5

128

16



19

26

[\]
~

Vol. 174: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1919, part III (Aug-Oct)

ABO00153

And those who espouse Thy unity Thou dost alike amaze.

Thou dost one day the former make To recognize Thy oneness,
while

On another, with amazement, Thou The latter’s heart dost
shake.

Yet in Thine Essence Thou art not Alike to this or that; to
each

Thou standest far beyond the reach Of mortal mind and
thought.

Thus Hasan’s father in his rapture Of Thy contemplation born

Doth call to Thee: “O young of years! O delicate of form!”

His meaning, in brief, is this: Thou hast two manifestations:
one that entaileth an intermediary, and one that admitteth of
none. When, unintermediated by Thy mirrors, Thou revealest
Thyself unto one who is wont to compare Thee to Thy creation,
Thou makest him a believer in Thy transcendent unity. And
when Thou revealest Thyself, through the intermediary of Thy
mirrors, unto a believer in Thy unity, Thou inclinest him to
comparison, in such wise that he addresseth Thee saying: “O
young of years! O delicate of form!”

5 The truth, however, is that the reality of that sanctified

Essence can in no wise descend into the realm of creation. For
Him there is no egress or regress, no descent or dissolution,
no composition or commingling; only infinite transcendence.
He is even as the sun whose rays shine upon all earthly
beings. All things are invigorated and made visible by Him,
and reflect His light, whilst He remaineth, in the heights of
holiness, exalted above and sanctified beyond all conditions,
determinations, and distinctions, even beyond the very
comprehension of His creatures. Rather is it the Primal Will,
which consisteth of the radiance and bounties of that Sun,
that causeth the manifestation, appearance, and visibility of
all beings.

“This is the truth, and naught lieth beyond the truth but er-

2

ror.

7 The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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To: Aga Mirza Javad Nukhud-Biriz, in Kirman
Date: 1919-Oct-30

O faithful servant of the Supreme Lord! Your esteemed letter
was received and its spiritual and fragrant contents brought
joy. Praise be to God that the loved ones in that region are
firm in the Covenant and are alive and fresh from the breaths
of the All-Merciful. I hope that these current upheavals will
ultimately be transformed into comfort for heart and soul. For-
giveness and pardon were sought from the Court of Unity for
those souls who have ascended to the seat of truth, that they
may be immersed in lights in the realm of mysteries and find
rest under the protection of forgiveness through the favors of
the Lord God.

> His honor “he who attained the presence of his Lord,” Jinab-
i-Muntaha Aqa Mirza Mahdi, the pure brother, truly arose
as he should to servitude and became the cause of exalting
the Word of God in all regions. Like a life-giving breeze he
traveled everywhere, was a divine herald and bearer of infinite
bounties. Upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God. I hope
that Jinab-i-Muhammad Tahir Ishraq will shine forth from the
horizon of the love of God just as His Honor Mahdi shone from
the horizon of recognition, and will illuminate gatherings and
assemblies like a candle and give light to all.

As for the Shaykhis, their star has set. It is hoped they will
awaken and become aware. Hafiz of Shiraz says: “The glory of
Asaf, the wind-swift steed, and the speech of birds - All were
scattered to the wind; that master gained nothing thereby.”
That clamor and commotion and noise and tumult set like
the false dawn. Praise be to God, the true dawn has risen
upon the world and its peoples and illumined the horizons.
Deal with them with the utmost joy and gentleness, and be
the manifestation of the blessed verse “Dispute not with the
People of the Book except in the fairest manner.” Show great
love and kindness.

Convey my utmost kindness to the handmaid of God, the
mother, and to Daji’ and Nurullah. Convey to Jinab-i-Ishraq
Muntaha my extreme love and attachment. Their joyous condi-
tion is a detailed letter in itself and needs no words or phrases.
Convey my love to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali Rafsanjani. I hope
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that he and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali Akbar and all the friends in Raf-
sanjan will remain firm in the Covenant and promote the Cause
of the All-Merciful, so that every soul may inhale from them
the musk-like fragrance of the love of God.

As for presence in the Holy Land in these days, it involves much
hardship and difficulty. Let them be patient until the roads
become safe and peaceful so they may travel with ease. The
time will come. I convey with utmost attraction my love and
praise to the dear children of Ishraq, Jinab-i-Muhammad Aqa
and Mahmud Aqa. I hope each will become an incomparable
sapling in the paradise of truth.

I am very pleased with the Persian friends, for they act with
truthfulness and uprightness. I long for Shahriyar and Pulad,
and I hope that Jinab-i-Ustad Ilyas will become a manifest
banner in that land and the manifestation of the confirmations
of the Lord of the Worlds, and that his glorious children will
be nurtured in the embrace of the love of God.

From the Kingdom of forgiveness and pardon I seek absolution
for your father. I will seek forgiveness and pardon for the father
of Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad Tabasi and success in the most
great and glorious service. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Mihdi Anaraki, in Kirman
Date: 1919-Oct-30

O you who are firm in the Covenant! In recent years, calamities,
trials and afflictions, both hidden and manifest, have encom-
passed the entire world. Yet praise be to God, the friends of
God were to such a degree safe and secure, not suffering tribu-
lations and trials like others. They obeyed the teachings of the
Blessed Beauty and were thus protected and preserved from
every calamity. Even in the Caucasus and Ishqabad, when the
Bolsheviks invaded Turkistan and properties were plundered
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and looted and countless souls became targets of deadly fire,
the friends of God remained safe and secure. Now that the
flames of war have been extinguished in the West, God willing
they will be completely quenched in the East as well. I hope
that rest and tranquility will be achieved.

Praise be to God that in Kerman the rebellious ones have sub-
sided and Haji Zaynu’l-‘Abidin Khan has declared his non-
interference. May God strengthen and support him. The
friends should express joy and gratitude to him. Thanks be
to God that the Spiritual Assembly has been established and
Jinab-i-Ishraq became the cause of unity. Convey utmost long-
ing, greetings and praise on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to their
distinguished son Aga Muhammad and Aqa Mirza ‘Isa Khan
and Jinab-i-Nazim ‘Abbas Khan and Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Abu
Dharr and Jinab-i-Mirza Siyyid ‘Ali and Jinab-i-Mirza Ilyas
and Jinab-i-Mirza Husayn Khan and Jinab-i-Aga Khudayar.

3 I hope that the Assembly will be confirmed in teaching. Re-
garding Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Ali Aga in Bam, son of the late
Mulla Shaykh-‘Ali, I pray that he may become a sign of guid-
ance and the object of attention of the Supreme Concourse,
that he may surge like the sea and roar like the whale of
love, that he may become the beauty of the gathering and
shine like a candle. For Jinab-i-Siyyid Najib, titled Adjutant,
and Siyyid Jalil, titled I’tidad - these two respected souls - I
have endless love and I beseech confirmation and success from
the All-Merciful Lord. For Jinab-i-Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali who
through the efforts of Aqa Mirza Ilyas has become enkindled
with the fire of the love of God, I beseech boundless grace from
the favors of Truth. And I send greetings with utmost sincer-
ity to all the friends of God. Convey my love and kindness to
the brothers. Convey my most glorious greetings and love to
the dear son and honored daughter and Nusratu’llah and his
honored mother. I have beseeched forgiveness from the Court
of the Divine Unity for that honored one’s parents. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Isfahan et al.
Date: 1919-Oct-31

O ye who are aflame with the fire of the love of God! Praise be
to God that the fame of the Cause of God hath encompassed all
regions and the call of the Kingdom of Guidance hath become
worldwide. From every direction the cry of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha
is raised, and in every clime the wanderers in the desert of the
love of God are in the utmost state of enkindlement - they are
wise yet enraptured, intoxicated with divine love and heavenly

passion. Day by day the Cause of God grows more renowned.

Therefore, blessed are they who win the prize in this field and
attain the station of certitude and assurance. Praise be to God
that ye have illumined your faces through the light of guidance
and have studied in the school of reality. Upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

) S ) ) ol Ozt (o
Gan e Sa3lT 5 05y¢ dblal | 56T
eVl 6l e o ) S Sl
Gl 0BS  o) p s s !
wfld ks o el Sl s dil o2
o 3 5 s Gl s dley Glose
Sowsts 2 L 10 ol Slasl s Al
5 Ol plise s 5 by Ol o 31 G55
s 5 505 bl ab Ll Ol
5 U S Ol oy sy 3y 5y

Y L) ;.k; Aol o

AKHA 118BE #10 p.j

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 133


https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/




Study guide to this volume

The late summer and autumn of 1919 find the world’s receptivity to new ideas at a height that
‘Abdu’l-Baha regards as both an opportunity and a warning: the upheavals of the war have un-
settled old certainties and opened minds, but such openings do not remain indefinitely. Commu-
nication between Haifa and the wider Baha’i world, severed for much of the preceding four years,
has resumed with urgency. The volume gathers letters to communities in Persia, Iraq, Turkey,
Russia, and North America; it includes eyewitness accounts of Baha'u’llah’s early imprisonments
in Mazandaran; philosophical discussions of Sufi metaphysics and the hierarchy of light; and a rich
meditation on the nature of dreams. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in his mid-seventies, his health strained by
decades of imprisonment, and yet his correspondence in this period is among the most intellectually
ambitious of his life—engaging with classical Islamic philosophy, Christian ecclesiology, and the
practical mechanics of community building with equal mastery. Three great themes interpenetrate
throughout the volume: the Covenant as the irreplaceable bond of unity; the metaphysics of exis-
tence and light as a framework for understanding the relationship between God, the Manifestation,
and creation; and the urgent practical call to seize the extraordinary post-war moment before it
closes.

Seizing the Post-War Moment: Urgency, Receptivity, and the
Cause’s Expansion

Key Passages

Now in gratitude for these favors we must arise to serve the Lord of wondrous attributes
and stand firm in the Covenant so that Baha’i unity may remain safe and protected.
Consider that by no power is it possible to preserve Baha’i unity except by the power of
the Covenant. If the least laxity or weakness occurs, doubts will enter hearts with full
force and different sects will appear, and the Cause of God will be completely effaced
and destroyed. It is the power of the Covenant that has stirred the horizons, for in the
body of creation it is the pulsing artery that contracts and expands and sustains all
affairs and regulates the affairs of the people and is the connecting force among all.

In any case, I hope that the true friends and sincere loved ones in these days will show
new enthusiasm and create a new surge and tumult, for all the peoples of the world
have attained the utmost capacity to hear the divine teachings, since the bloody events
in this war have caused people, willingly or not, to become enamored with universal
peace and attracted to the divine magnet and thirsty for the spring of divine teachings.
— ABO00578
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Truly in these days, in all regions a remarkable receptivity has appeared for hearing the
divine teachings and discovering the truth, but there are few teachers. My hope is that
you will establish a teaching class in Tehran and, like the late Sadru’s-Sudur, that near
one to the Divine Threshold, engage in teaching promising youth and fresh blossoms of
the Abha Paradise. This matter will yield great results. Since you have determination
in teaching and are not greatly encumbered, you have become renowned for service to
God’s Cause in all regions, therefore from every direction they seek you and desire your
presence.

Due to severe upheavals, souls have acquired an extraordinary receptivity — when these
upheavals are forgotten, this receptivity will not remain. — ABI12112

The seven climes are stirred by the trumpet of Israfil and the fame and call of this
wondrous Cause has set the pillars of the world in motion, yet most of the people of
Iran are still caught in a nightmarish sleep, especially the province of Nur which is the
homeland of the Intended One — it is still somewhat dormant and veiled, like Mecca
which was the homeland of the Prophet. Yathrib, Yemen and Tihama had become
illumined while Mecca, which was the growing place of the Blessed Tree, remained
heedless and negligent. This was a general rule in all dispensations and cycles that
strangers would become familiar while those familiar ones who were from the homeland
of the Manifestation of Truth would remain strangers. Now in this wondrous cycle,
come and break this rule. — AB00937

Context for Study

The phrase “when these upheavals are forgotten, this receptivity will not remain” in AB12112 is
among the most historically acute statements in this volume. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is identifying a paradox
at the heart of the post-war moment: the catastrophe that has opened minds will eventually
become a memory, and memory softens the urgency that direct experience creates. He is urging his
correspondents to act within the window of grief-induced openness rather than waiting for more
propitious conditions. The agricultural theology is implicit: the soil has been plowed by war, and
the seeds must be sown now before the ground hardens again. The observation in AB00937 about
the hometown of the Prophet illuminates a pattern ‘Abdu’l-Baha regards as a law of religious
history: those closest to the origin of a revelation are often the last to recognize it, while those at
the periphery embrace it most eagerly. This is the dynamic observable in the Acts of the Apostles
(where Gentiles receive Paul’s preaching while many synagogues reject it), in the spread of Islam
through Arabia (where Mecca, the Prophet’s homeland, was among the last major conversions),
and in the early history of the Baha’i Faith (where the Persian homeland of Baha’u’llah remained
slower to respond than India, North America, or Egypt). ‘Abdu’l-Baha frames this not as a failure
but as a call to break the historical pattern—to create a dispensation in which the homeland joins
rather than lags behind the frontier. The tone throughout is pastoral urgency: ‘Abdu’l-Baha does
not manipulate through fear but invites through vision, drawing correspondents into the grandeur
of a moment they might otherwise fail to recognize.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that the Great War has created an extraordinary receptivity to spiri-
tual truth that will not last. Compare this claim with Alexis de Tocqueville’s observation
that democratic revolutions produce a brief openness to radical rethinking followed by social
conformism, with the sociology of religious conversion after major disasters, and with the
Qur’anic teaching that adversity is a summons (da‘wa) to reflection.

2. The observation that the homeland of the Manifestation is always the last to recognize Him
is presented as a historical law. Evaluate this claim against the evidence of religious history:
What structural, psychological, and sociological factors might explain it? Where does the
pattern break down?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha calls for new enthusiasm and a “new surge and tumult.” What is the relation-
ship between spiritual urgency and the quality of service? How do the Christian tradition’s
warnings against acedia (spiritual sloth), the Sufi emphasis on himma (spiritual aspiration),
and the Buddhist cultivation of viriya (energetic effort) illuminate this call?

4. The pulsing artery metaphor for the Covenant reappears here (AB00578). Across the volumes
of this period, this image is recurring. What does the repetition itself suggest about ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s pedagogical strategy? How does the use of a consistent metaphor across multiple texts
and audiences function differently from doctrinal statement?

5. AB12112 recommends teaching classes as the practical response to post-war receptivity. What
educational theory underlies this recommendation? Compare it with Paulo Freire’s pedagogy
of the oppressed, with the Confucian emphasis on education as moral formation, and with
the Socratic method of guided inquiry.

The Covenant as Shield and Unifier: Historical and Theological
Foundations

Key Passages

Were there any other power that could safeguard Baha’i unity, I would have summoned
everyone unto it. But ponder and reflect: Is it possible for the unity of the Faith to
be protected by any other power than that of the Covenant? This is why I admonish
everyone to cleave unto the Covenant—purely to safeguard Baha’i unity.

Were one to consider the events of the previous cycles, the attempts to break the
Covenant in this Dispensation are of no importance whatsoever. Sometime after Christ,
Arius, the Patriarch of Alexandria, founded a new sect. He was an orator, articulate of
speech and a very audacious and powerful person who succeeded in bringing one and a
half million people under his influence. He even secured the allegiance of the Emperor
Constantine. But since he deviated from the Covenant of Christ, at the end he faded
away and perished. — ABO00838

The Blessed Beauty addresses you in the Tablets saying: “O Ghulam-‘Ali! Hearken unto
the call of the Wronged One and be steadfast in the Cause of God, in such wise that
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through God’s grace thou shalt find thyself independent of all else besides Him. If thou
attainest unto this station, thou shalt remain protected from the cawing of the crows
and from those who love sedition and discord. Give thanks to the Goal of all the worlds
that He hath mentioned thee and granted thee to attain unto the verses of the Most
Exalted Pen. Imaginings and idle fancies have ever befitted those who indulge in them.
Fix thy gaze upon the lights of certitude and hold fast unto the cord of steadfastness.”
— AB00426

Now there existeth an explicit Covenant. It is not a mere verbal report. It hath been
revealed by the Supreme Pen, Who openly addresseth the Covenant-breakers at its
outset. He hath called it “The Book of the Covenant,” a title written by His own Pen at
the head of the Tablet. Then of what significance are the behaviour and conduct, the
insinuations and whisperings, the interpretation and corruption of the Text by those
who sow the seeds of doubt? At most it is this: They have only deprived themselves,
and will continue to do so, and will fall into the darksome pit of “losing both this world
and the world to come.” Every billowing ocean must needs produce foam, and all gold
that is purified in fire leaveth behind some dross. — ABO00838

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s treatment of Arius in AB00838 is one of the volume’s most carefully constructed
historical arguments. The Arian controversy of the fourth century is chosen for its structural
parallels: a highly capable, rhetorically gifted challenger who commands massive popular and
imperial support, yet whose deviation from what ‘Abdu’l-Baha calls “the Covenant of Christ”
ultimately results in obliteration. The implicit argument is a fortiori: if even an implicit, non-textual
covenant could preserve Christian unity for eight centuries (as ‘Abdu’l-Baha elsewhere claims), how
much more secure is a Covenant explicitly revealed by the pen of Baha’u’llah himself in the Kitab-
i-‘Ahd? The foam-and-ocean metaphor draws on Qur’an 13:17, where God uses the image of rain
producing torrents that bring both useful sediment and temporary scum: the scum passes away
while what is beneficial to humanity remains. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hermeneutical move here is to apply
a Qur’anic image of natural purification to the social dynamics of religious history, making the
appearance of opposition and defection not merely inevitable but theologically intelligible: every
ocean produces foam, every fire leaves dross. The directness of address in AB00426— Abdu’l-Baha
citing Baha’u’llah’s own words to a correspondent whose faith is being tested—models a pastoral
practice: when intellectual arguments about the Covenant may not suffice, the direct testimony of
the revelation from which the Covenant flows carries a different kind of weight. The three texts
together construct a three-level argument: historical example (Arius), natural analogy (ocean and
foam), and direct revelation (the tablet to Ghulam-‘Ali). This layered argumentation—rational,
analogical, and scriptural—is characteristic of classical Islamic theological method (kalam) and
suggests that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is engaging not only the hearts of his correspondents but their minds.

Questions for Reflection

1. The use of the Arian controversy as a historical parallel is instructive. From the perspective of
Christian historical theology, how accurate is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s account, and how does his read-
ing of the Arian schism compare with those of Athanasius, Newman, and modern ecumenical
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historians? What does the choice of this particular example reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
understanding of institutional versus doctrinal unity?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that the explicitness of the written Covenant gives it a strength that
the implicit “Covenant of Christ” lacked. Compare this argument with the Catholic defense
of apostolic tradition alongside scripture, with the Protestant principle of sola scriptura, and
with the Islamic concept of the sunnah as supplement to the Qur’an. What role does the
form of a covenant (written, oral, institutional) play in determining its authority?

3. The ocean-and-foam metaphor teaches that opposition and defection are natural by-products
of a living spiritual movement. How does this teleological reading of opposition compare
with the Stoic concept of oikeiosis (the natural order encompassing apparent disorder), with
Hegel’s dialectic of negation as a necessary moment in the unfolding of Spirit, and with the
Buddhist teaching on the arising and passing of phenomena?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha tells his correspondent that independence from all else “save God” is itself the
protection from Covenant-breakers. What is the logic of this claim? How does spiritual
independence differ from intellectual isolation? Compare with the Ignatian concept of “in-
difference” (aequanimitas), with the Stoic apatheia, and with the Sufi station of tawakkul
(reliance on God).

5. The language of Covenant-breaking in these letters is unusually strong. What distinguishes
legitimate criticism of a religious institution from what ‘Abdu’l-Baha calls “sowing seeds of
doubt”? How should a community navigate the difference between prophetic critique (which
has always been part of the Abrahamic tradition) and corrosive opposition?

The Metaphysics of Unity of Existence: Sufi Ontology and Its
Baha’i Interpretation

Key Passages

Those pre-eminent Sufis who founded the doctrine of the “unity of existence” never
intended by this term the universally predicated existence which is conceived by the
mind. For such an existence is but an accident among others occurring in association
with the realities of things. That is to say, these realities are the substance, whereas
that existence which is conceived by the mind, the universally predicated existence, is
but an accident associated with them. — ABO00153

In the books of Divine Philosophy, the term light is frequently mentioned. Some religious
leaders still teach today that by light is meant the accidental phenomenal radiation from
the sun which falling on physical bodies affects the optic nerves and results in sight: but
this solar light is a phenomenon which has no virtue of its own and is not so exceptional
or remarkable as to claim superiority over other known phenomena of nature.

But the light of reason is the seer, the revealer and the knower of things. Therefore it
perceives and it comprehends the objects.

Finally the Divine Light of God is the light of the heavens and earth. This Divine Light
is beyond the limit of time, past, present and future all are the same to it... In brief this
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Divine Light is the revealer of things, it is the discoverer of things, and it comprehends
them before the existence of things and after the manifestation of them. It is beyond
the limits of time. — ABU0637

Context for Study

These two texts, taken from different items in the volume, constitute one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most
sustained philosophical contributions to the interpretation of Islamic mystical thought. In AB00153
he is engaged in a technical dispute about the doctrine of wahdat al-wujud (unity of existence),
associated primarily with Ibn ‘Arabi and his school. The popular and vulgar reading of this
doctrine, which ‘Abdu’l-Baha rejects, holds that God and the world are literally one—that divine
essence becomes creation as the sea becomes waves. ‘Abdu’l-Baha insists that the sophisticated Sufis
never held this view: what they called “existence” in the phrase “unity of existence” was not the
abstract, universally predicated concept of being-as-accident but a deeper ontological reality. This
is a distinction with enormous consequences: it preserves the transcendence of God’s essence while
affirming that the Primal Will—the realm of Command, or the sphere of the divine Manifestations—
is the inner reality of all created things without being identical to the divine Essence. The hierarchy
of light in ABU0637 maps onto this threefold ontology: physical light corresponds to the world of
creation (it reveals but does not know); the light of reason corresponds to the intermediate realm
of the human intellect (it reveals, perceives, and understands, but only after the existence of
things); and the Divine Light corresponds to the realm of God’s knowledge (it comprehends before,
during, and after the existence of things). This is a philosophically sophisticated argument that
engages with the tradition of Mulla Sadra’s asalat al-wujud (primacy of existence), with Avicenna’s
distinction between essence and existence, and with the Neo-Platonic hierarchy of intellect, soul, and
matter. For Christian readers, the parallel with the Johannine Logos theology is instructive: John
1:1-4 presents the Word as the divine light through which all things were made and in which the
life of humanity resides. The Buddhist concept of pratityasamutpada (dependent origination)—in
which no thing possesses intrinsic, independent existence—offers a different but partially convergent
angle on the relationship between apparent individual things and the underlying reality from which
they arise.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes between a vulgar pantheism (God becomes the world as the sea
becomes waves) and a more sophisticated Sufi ontology. How does this distinction compare
with the difference between Spinoza’s pantheism and Hegel’s panentheism? With the distinc-
tion between Advaita Vedanta’s saguna Brahman (Brahman with attributes) and nirguna
Brahman (Brahman without attributes)? With Christian apophatic theology’s insistence on
the absolute incomprehensibility of the divine essence?

2. The hierarchy of light (physical, rational, divine) maps epistemological powers onto ontologi-
cal levels. How does this structure compare with Plato’s Divided Line in the Republic, with
Aristotle’s account of the active and passive intellects in De Anima, and with Kant’s distinc-
tion among sensibility, understanding, and reason? Where does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s scheme agree
with and where does it depart from these?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha insists that the Divine Light “comprehends things before their existence.” This
is the Islamic doctrine of divine foreknowledge. How does it relate to the Augustinian doctrine
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of divine foreknowledge and predestination, to the Calvinist concept of election, and to the
philosophical problem of free will in a cosmos known eternally by an omniscient God?

4. The claim that sophisticated Sufis never meant vulgar pantheism by “unity of existence” is a
claim about the history of interpretation. What is the evidence for and against this reading?
Compare with Ibn ‘Arabi’s own texts, with the later Persian commentators, and with the
critiques of wahdat al-wujud by orthodox Islamic theologians like Ibn Taymiyya.

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s distinction between the divine Essence (absolutely unknowable)
and the realm of the divine Manifestations (through whom God is known) compare with the
Eastern Orthodox theological distinction between the divine essence (ousia) and the divine
energies (energeiai)? What are the practical and devotional consequences of each framework?

The Three Kinds of Dreams: Spirit, Sleep, and the World Beyond

Key Passages

Amidst all these bodily bounties, the most delectable is sleep. In that state the human
spirit attaineth to a measure of freedom; for when the physical incidents and happenings
are cut off, the spirit is somewhat released. This, however, is in the case where the heart
is pure and undefiled; otherwise, if the heart be not pure and stainless, in the world
of dreams man becometh sorely affrighted, and dreadful and terrifying things present
themselves before his sight. But if the heart be indeed pure and undefiled, sleep is for
man a kind of liberty: though he be in a prison, he beholdeth himself walking in a
rose-garden; though he lie beneath chains, he seeth himself seated upon a throne. —
ABU0059

The first is the true dream (ru’ya-yi sadigih), which is, as it were, like the light of dawn:
it requireth no interpretation, and it is fulfilled even as it is seen. Such dreams, however,
seldom befall most people; indeed, throughout an entire lifetime, it chanceth but rarely
to each soul that his heart is wholly empty and, within the faculty of memory, no vain
imaginings are stirring. Then whatsoever the spirit discovereth is, of itself, faithfully
reflected; this is the true dream, which needeth no interpretation and is identical with
the event.

The second kind is the symbolical or “interpretive” dream. In this case there are vain
thoughts in the heart or mind, yet a spiritual journey likewise occurreth for man; then
it behoveth that the dream be interpreted, that the idle fancies be distinguished from
the spiritual disclosures.

The third kind is adghath-i-ahlam—confused and tangled dreams. It is as when a man
during the day hath been drawn into contention and dispute: in the world of sleep those
very incidents reappear before him. This is adghath-i-ahlam: it hath no interpretation
and discloseth nothing. — ABU0059
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Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s extended discourse on dreams in this spoken address is one of the most system-
atic treatments of this subject in his recorded utterances. The classification of dreams into three
types—true, symbolic, and confused—draws on a tradition that reaches back through Islamic ha-
dith literature (where the Prophet is reported to have said that a true dream is one-forty-sixth
part of prophecy) and Qur’anic narrative (the dreams of Joseph and his father Jacob are among
the most celebrated in the Qur’an) into the Hellenistic philosophical tradition, where Macrobius’s
commentary on Cicero’s Somnium Scipionis offered a fivefold typology that became canonical in
medieval European thought. What is distinctive about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s treatment is the linking of
dream quality to the condition of the heart: the purity that makes a true dream possible is the
same purity that makes spiritual life possible in the waking state. The dream is therefore not an
anomalous or marginal phenomenon but a window into the spirit’s true condition—it reveals, by
the quality of what it sees, the degree to which the soul has been freed from attachment to the
world of nature. The image of the prisoner who sees himself in a rose-garden is especially evocative:
‘Abdu’l-Baha, who had spent decades in actual imprisonment, speaks of this freedom with the
authority of personal experience. The closing observation on prophetic dreams—that the prophets
in the night season were “commissioned” through luminous dreams—situates the whole discussion
within the theology of revelation: the dream state is one mode of the divine communication that, in
its fullest form, is prophecy. In the Jewish tradition, the distinction between prophecy (which the
sages associated with wakefulness and clarity) and dream-vision (which they associated with veiled
communication) maps partially onto ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s first and second categories. In the Hindu tra-
dition, the four states of consciousness (waking, dreaming, deep sleep, and turiya) offer a parallel
framework in which the dreaming state occupies a specific ontological position between the gross
and the subtle worlds.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha links the quality of dreams directly to the purity of the heart. Compare this
claim with Freudian dream theory (which links dreams to repressed wishes), with Jungian
dream psychology (which links them to the collective unconscious), and with neuroscientific
accounts of REM sleep. What can these modern frameworks illuminate, and what do they
fail to capture?

2. The true dream is described as “like the light of dawn”—immediate, self-interpreting, fulfilled
exactly as seen. What is the epistemological status of such a dream? How does ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s classification compare with the Islamic hadith tradition’s doctrine that a good dream
(ru’ya husna) is a minor form of prophecy, and with the Biblical distinction between divine
speech “face to face” (Moses) and speech “through visions and dreams” (ordinary prophets,
Numbers 12:6-8)7?

3. The image of the prisoner in chains who dreams of a throne implies that spiritual freedom is
achievable within physical confinement. Compare this with the Stoic doctrine of inner freedom
(Epictetus, himself a former slave), with Paul’s letter to the Philippians written from prison
(“I have learned in whatever state I am to be content”), and with the Zen teaching on finding
freedom in the midst of constraint.

4. With the Prophets, ‘Abdu’l-Baha says, dream is “one mode of revelation.” If revelation can
operate through the dream state, what does this suggest about the relationship between
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the ordinary human faculty of spiritual perception and the prophetic capacity? Is prophetic
revelation a difference of degree or of kind from the spiritual experiences available to any
sincere soul?

5. How might this typology of dreams be applied to the broader question of religious experience?
Is the threefold classification (true, symbolic, confused) applicable to other forms of spiritual
perception—vision, mystical intuition, answered prayer? What would it mean to have a “pure
heart” as the precondition of reliable spiritual experience?

The Teachings as the Spirit of the Age

Key Passages

Among them is the independent investigation of truth, which demolishes the foundation
of blind imitation.

Among them is the oneness of humanity—that all human beings are the sheep of God
and God is the kind Shepherd, showing utmost kindness to all His sheep.

Among them is universal peace, which is the immediate remedy for every malady in
this illumined age.

Among them is that religion must be the cause of fellowship and love; if it becomes the
cause of hatred and enmity, it yields no fruit.

Among them is the reconciliation of science, reason and religion.

Among them is the abandonment of religious prejudices, sectarian prejudices, racial
prejudices, patriotic prejudices and political prejudices.

Among them is justice and equality, nay rather, the voluntary sharing by the wealthy
with the poor, not through force and coercion.

Among them is the equality of men and women, with some exceptions in certain matters.
— ABO01534

These are teachings that are the spirit of this age and the cause of joy to the hearts of
the well-wishers of humanity. In brief, O kind friends, this is the time for sacrifice and
the season for wishing good to all humanity. Strive to guide souls, for there is no greater
gift than guidance. Without this bounty the human world is the world of ferocity and
animality, in perpetual darkness. It is the light of guidance that illumines the world. It
is the rain of guidance that transforms the thorny waste into a rose garden.— AB01534

Context for Study

This list of principles, drawn from a letter to the Baha’i community in Istanbul, is one of the clearest
and most compact enumerations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s social and spiritual teaching in the entire corpus.
It is addressed to a community operating in a city at the center of the collapsing Ottoman Empire—
a context in which every one of these principles (especially the elimination of national, racial, and
religious prejudice; the equality of men and women; the harmony of science and religion) would have
been politically charged. The list is structured to move from epistemic foundations (independent
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investigation of truth) through social principles (oneness of humanity, universal peace, interreligious
harmony) to structural reforms (economic equity, equality of the sexes). The concluding claim that
these teachings are “the spirit of this age” is significant: ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not present them as
exceptional religious demands but as the direction in which humanity itself is necessarily moving.
This is a Hegelian-sounding claim—the idea that a particular teaching expresses the Weltgeist of
its epoch—but the ground for the claim is different: for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the teachings are the spirit
of the age because God’s Revelation has determined what the age requires, not because history
mechanically produces its own ideas. The comparison with contemporary philosophical currents is
illuminating: Mill’s utilitarianism was also calling for gender equality and rational governance in the
previous generation; Kant had already proposed a federation of nations; socialist movements were
demanding economic justice. What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s list is that it grounds all of these
reforms in a single spiritual source—the independent investigation of reality—and connects them to
a theological anthropology (humans as God’s sheep, God as the kind Shepherd) that secular reform
movements typically lack. The question of whether such a theological foundation strengthens or
complicates the reform agenda is one of the most productive tensions the text invites.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha begins his list with “independent investigation of truth,” presenting it as the
foundation that “demolishes blind imitation.” Compare this principle with Kant’s sapere
aude (“dare to know”), with the Enlightenment ideal of rational autonomy, with the Socratic
method of elenchus, and with the Sufi emphasis on experiential verification (kashf) over
inherited doctrine. In what ways does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s version of this principle go further
than, and in what ways does it differ from, these secular and religious parallels?

2. The claim that religion must cause “fellowship and love” or it yields no fruit echoes Galatians
5:22 (the fruits of the Spirit) and the Qur’anic insistence that true piety produces justice.
Compare this functional criterion for valid religion with William James’s pragmatic test for
religious belief in The Varieties of Religious Experience, with the liberation theology criterion
of solidarity with the poor, and with the Jewish halakhic emphasis on observance as the
criterion of authentic faith.

3. The equality of men and women appears with the qualification “with some exceptions in
certain matters,” a phrase that has generated significant commentary within the Baha’i com-
munity. How should this qualification be read in its historical context? What hermeneutical
tools are available for interpreting evolving guidance on gender equality within a revealed
religion?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha presents these principles as “the spirit of this age.” What is the relationship
between divine revelation and historical momentum in this claim? Compare with Hegel’s
Zeitgeist, with the modernist Catholic concept of reading “the signs of the times” (Gaudium
et Spes), and with evangelical Protestant accounts of God’s providential guidance of history.

5. The phrase “without this bounty the human world is the world of ferocity and animality”
echoes Hobbes’s description of the state of nature as a war of all against all. Compare ‘Abdu’l-
Baha'’s diagnosis of the human condition without spiritual guidance with Hobbes, Rousseau
(who believed humans are naturally good), and Confucius (who believed moral cultivation is
within every person’s natural reach). What is at stake in these different anthropologies for
the design of political and social institutions?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 174 holds in productive tension two impulses that might seem to pull against each other:
the urgency of a historical moment (“when these upheavals are forgotten, this receptivity will not
remain”) and the patience of a metaphysical vision (the Divine Light comprehends all things before
their existence, and Covenant-breakers are like foam that vanishes from the face of a living ocean).
‘Abdu’l-Baha moves between the immediate horizon of opportunity and the eternal horizon of divine
purpose with an ease that is itself a form of teaching: the servant who has aligned his will with the
divine will can act with full urgency precisely because he knows that the outcome does not rest on
his urgency alone.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the metaphysical
claim that the Divine Light comprehends all things beyond the limits of time re-
late to the practical call to seize the post-war moment of receptivity before it closes,
and what kind of spiritual formation enables a person to hold both of these truths
simultaneously—acting with full urgency while resting in divine assurance?
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