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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 176

This January—June 1920 volume is dominated by the practical consolidation of the postwar com-
munity, especially through the Haifa pilgrim conversations with Fujita, Esslemont, Parsons, and
others. ABU0685 and ABU3081 are among the most important administrative statements: both
reject the idea that the Baha’i Cause “cannot be organized,” explain that matters not fixed in
the Book are referred to the House of Justice, and stress that the laws and arrangements of the
Cause possess flexibility according to time and place. ABU2941, ABU0846, and ABU0267 extend
this principle to the American Convention, majority rule, and obedience to collective decisions,
while repeatedly warning against controversy, individual conscience becoming a pretext for divi-
sion, and talk that produces contention. ABU0649 gives an unusually detailed description of local
Spiritual Assemblies: they are to coordinate teaching, education, Baha’i instruction, funds, feasts,
hospitality, and general activities, while their members must be firm in the Covenant, experienced,
educated in the Cause, of good character, and able to work harmoniously.

The same administrative concern is joined to sacred architecture and the future development of
the Holy Land. ABU1954 and ABU3654 envision Mount Carmel as a future world center: a
universal hotel, university, Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, institutions for the poor, orphans, and incurables,
broad avenues linking Haifa and Bahji, and pilgrims from every people. AB12120 memorializes
Engineer Volkov’s service to the ‘Ishqabad Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, interpreting his architectural labor
as the building of a “lofty palace” for himself in the Kingdom. ABU2847 imagines the rocky crags
of Carmel transformed into gardens and the Shrine of the Bab expanded, even adding the striking
image of future stone itself illuminated by electricity. ABU2857 is especially poignant: ‘Abdu’l-
Baha says that His work in this world is complete, save for the rebuilding of the Holy House in
Baghdad, whose continued ruin would remain a wound in His heart.

Doctrinally, the volume contains several compact but valuable clarifications. ABU1881 explains
that the human spirit, being an intelligible rather than sensible reality, cannot be described by
bodily likeness; only its qualities and effects can be indicated. ABU2940 treats soul, spirit, intellect,
heart, and reality as names or aspects of one human reality according to function. ABU3658
addresses the classic controversy over whether the Qur’an is created or eternal by distinguishing
oral, intellectual, and spiritual “word”: the first two are created, while the spiritual Word belongs to
divine knowledge and is ancient. ABUOS88 gives a concise epistemological lesson on the insufficiency
of the senses, using familiar examples of visual error to subordinate sense perception to reason and
spiritual insight. ABU0362 returns to the Covenant as the divinely appointed means for resolving
differences in the interpretation of the Book, while ABU0628 clarifies ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own preferred
name and station: He accepts titles given by Baha’u’llah, yet asks that He be publicly known as
“’Abdu’l-Baha,” thereby preserving servitude as the interpretive key to His person.
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The social teachings appear in concrete, domestic, and ethical forms. ABU0697 explains Baha’i
marriage through the consent of both parties and of the parents, the one-year waiting period before
divorce, and the purpose of raising children who illumine the world. ABUO0815 includes remarks on
food, vegetarian tendencies, and the suitability of simple nourishment, including the striking claim
that whole wheat bread contains the elements needed for human health. ABU1054 gives humorous
examples of self-treatment by diet, while ABU0195 turns a long anecdote about enemies in ‘Akka
into a moral lesson on kindness even toward those who had inflicted harm. ABU2253 distinguishes
voluntary sharing (muvasat) from enforced equality (musavat) — the heart of his “spiritual solution
to the economic problem” — which preserves ranks in society while requiring that every person enjoy
basic comfort and security. ABU1746 criticizes clerical interference in politics, while ABU2744 gives
a similarly severe diagnosis of Iran: reforms applied to the trunk are temporary unless the root is
revived by divine breaths.

Finally, the volume retains the pastoral and memorial texture of the late ministry. AB00510
eulogizes ‘Abdu’l-Majid and Siyyid Mubhsin, including the moving account of ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab’s
joyful dance before martyrdom and his father’s gratitude at the news of his sacrifice. ABU1609
sends travelers to Iran as “embodied spirits,” charging them to carry letters, ignite hearts, promote
unity, hold fast to the Covenant, and teach the Cause. ABU2218 gives a theology of historical
reversal: the martyrdom of the Bab and the exile of Baha'u’llah, outwardly calamities, became
causes for the wider exaltation of the Cause. ABU2454 reflects on the abundance and prophetic
force of Baha'u’llah’s writings, while ABU1967 frames pilgrimage to the Holy Land as a present
privilege that will later become universal. Taken together, the volume presents early 1920 as a
period in which the reopened postwar community is being trained in order, restraint, collective
decision-making, doctrinal clarity, sacred geography, and the disciplined habits needed for the next
stage of worldwide teaching.
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ABU1212

ABU1212

Words spoken on June 13, 1920 in the presence of Zia Baghdadi

(On the thirteenth day of Haziran [June], after visiting the
Blessed Shrine, in ‘Akka the Blessed Personage [Abdu’l-Baha]
took me with Him to the Garden of Firdaws. There I be-
held Jinab-i-Mulla Abu-Talib seated beneath an apricot tree.
Abdu’l-Baha wished to take him with Him to Haifa, to Mount
Carmel; but he said, “Grant me leave to remain here.” Then,
yesterday, news of his ascension arrived. Abdu’l-Baha said:)

“Mulla Abu-Talib was one of the old believers of Baku. Sixty
years ago he became a believer, and fifty years ago he attained
the presence of the Blessed Beauty; even at that time he was
already an old man. He was a man exceedingly patient, stead-
fast, and contented. Although in Baku he had possessed wealth
and substance, he deemed it better to remain in the inn here in
Haifa and be content with little. He was satisfied with bread
and broth; at times he would also eat meat and greens. With
this same fare of the inn he was well pleased.

“During the whole time he was on Carmel he never fell ill at
all. Although his age exceeded one hundred years, he dwelt
for a long while on Carmel in the inn, until he desired to go to
‘Akka. A few weeks ago he went to ‘Akka and remained there.
I saw him in the garden and said to him: ‘Come, hearken unto
Me and return to thy former place on Mount Carmel.” He said,
‘No. I wish to remain here, for Surush and his family are here
and they assist me’

“I said, ‘This is true, but this place is damp, and Carmel is
better. Come, let us go together. I see that Azrael is circling
about thy head’ He requested that he be allowed to remain
there a few more days. At length, yesterday, he ascended. Had
he come with Me, he would not have died. His sons and grand-
sons are steadfast in the Cause of God.”
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AB03096
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YIK.299, ZIAB2.120-121

AB03096

To: Mirza Mahmud et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Jan-01

O leaves of the Tree of Life! Jinab-i-Mirza Ayyub arrived in the
Holy Land with perfect firmness and steadfastness and with ut-
most attraction and enthusiasm, and was honored to visit the
Blessed Threshold. At the time of his pilgrimage circumam-
bulating the point round which circle the Concourse on High,
he remembered you and beseeched God that that group be
protected under divine protection and receive assistance and
bounty. And he requested from ‘Abdu’l-Baha the writing of
this letter.

O leaves of the divine Lote-Tree! On this auspicious day, with a
radiant face, a merciful heart, a heavenly spirit and a celestial
resolve, you have become successful and confirmed. This is
a bounty that all those of former times longed for - in the
early morning hours they would supplicate and lament, and at
dawn they would sigh and moan, yearning for even a moment
of it. Now through pure bounty you have become successful in
attaining this favor, and you have opened your eyes to witness
the greatest signs, and you have seized the ball of success and
confirmation from the field of endeavor, and you have reached
the greatest hopes of the near ones. Give thanks to God that
the favors were guiding and the breeze of bounty was life-giving.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABU1881

Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-01 in Haifa

Miss. B.: What is the form or condition of the human spirit
before it becomes connected with the identity at the time of
birth on this plane?

Abdul Baha: The reality of spirit, because it is not corporeal,
cannot be in bodily form. We cannot say it is like the fire,
or like water, or like flame, or like odor. In the world of man
it has no likeness. The utmost is to satisfy the hearer. It is
beyond explanation, for it is a reality of the intellect, and not
a thing which can be perceived.

Perceptible realities can be explained. But the intellectual re-
alities cannot be explained by or through words. You may try
to explain by words. For instance, the mind itself is the intel-
lectual reality. It cannot be seen or heard or smelt or tasted or
touched. This is the intellectual reality and is not perceptible
by the senses.

If you wish to explain it by the senses, it is impossible. You
say it is the discoverer of the reality of things. This is the
encompasser. This is the discoverer. This is the maker of rules.
This is the cause of order in the world. The world of existence
moves because of this. These are its qualities. You cannot
explain the reality of it in terms of the world of perception, for
it cannot be perceived.

PN_ 1919 p058
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Words spoken on 1920-Jan-01

Shaykh Farju’llah Zaki al-Kurdi inquired whether the Qur’an ISA.013
was created or eternal, an issue about which the Asha’irih [anti-

rationalism] and the Mu’tazilih [pro-rationalism]| fought during

the time of the ‘Abbasi caliphs.

‘Abdu’l-Baha responded,

“The solution to this issue is simple. Kalam appears in three
types. One is oral, which is composed of airwaves, impacts
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the orifice of the ear and is made and assembled of letters.
The other is intellectual: that is, things that a person will
comprehend after one has contemplated over them. And lastly,
spiritual. The first two are created, but the third one is ancient,
since it pertains to divine knowledge, and has its beginning in
the knowledge of God, which is eternal.”

ISAE.1920-01-01

AB09769

To: Tabib Irvani, Mirza Aqa Jan son of Harun Hamadani, in Iran

Date: 1920-Jan-01

My God, my God! Verily, Thy servant Aqa Jan’s time hath
come for Thee to plunge him in the oceans of forgiveness, to
deal with him through grace and beneficence, and to make him
a sign of Thy pardon in the Garden of Good-Pleasure. May
his dwelling place be where the two gushing springs flow forth,
and his abode be in the two dark-green gardens. May he attain
the supreme gift in the precincts of Thy greatest mercy. Verily,
Thou art the Pardoner, the Forgiving, and verily, Thou art the
Generous, the All-Merciful.
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Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-01 in Haifa

Miss B.: What is the difference between soul and spirit?

Abdul Baha: They mean the same. It is one reality. The
names are different. We must consider it according to its use.
Because it is the discoverer of reality, they call it intellect, for
it is the cause of the true life of man. When it produces an
effect on one, we speak of it as the heart, whilst these three
things are one. For instance (pointing to a cup), this is called
‘fenjan,” in Persian; ‘cup’ in English, ..... in Arabic. All these
names are for this article.
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Miss B.: Is ‘reality’ another name for the same thing?
Abdul Baha: It is another name, another quality, for this.

PN_ 1919 p059

ABO00510

To: Naji, Abdu’l-Husayn et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-02

O ye two remnants of the two noble souls, ‘Abdu’l-Majid and
Siyyid Muhsin. The truth is that I find myself incapable of
befittingly extolling those two blessed souls. Both were taught
by the Blessed Beauty, were revived by the Fragrances of the
Holy Spirit, and they both, like unto immovable mountains
remained firm, steadfast and strong in Iraq. I will mention
one of ‘Abdu’l-Majid’s virtues here: His son, ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab,
shone bright as a candle among the friends, and was like unto
the light that flasheth and glisteneth from the clouds. Dur-
ing the Beloved’s first journey to Iraq, he attained His pres-
ence. The son beseeched that his father be guided. No sooner
had ‘Abdu’l-Majid attained the presence of the Ever-Forgiving
Lord, than his soul was lighted like unto a candle and he be-
came a believer. When the Blessed Beauty returned to Tihran,
He instructed Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Vahhab stating that being the
only son he should stay with his father, and that would be as
though being His fellow traveller.

A brief span of time after the Beloved returned to Tihran, the
flame of love was so kindled in the heart of that youth that
his breast was void of patience and he had no calm. His noble
father said: O son, although thou art the light of mine eyes,
while thou art my very life, and while I am unable to bear
a moment of separation from thee, yet I cannot deprive this
[enamoured| moth from the Light of the world. Tarry no longer
and set off for Tihran. That young man hastened to Tihran
wrapped in holy ecstasy. He was arrested upon arrival and was
put into captive chains, for the calamitous event related to the
Shah had occurred, and he attained the presence of his Beloved
in the dungeon. A few days later, the executioner entered
the prison and conducted that wellspring of mysteries to the
foot of the gallows. That luminous young man sprang to his
feet and danced with the utmost bliss and rapture in the Holy
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presence. He then kissed the Hand of his Beloved, embraced
each of his fellow-prisoners, bade them farewell, hastened to
the field of martyrdom and with the utmost joy and ecstasy
he sacrificed his life upon the altar of love. As soon as this
dreadful news reached the ears of his father, that elderly man
prostrated himself in infinite cheer, ecstasy, and gratitude for
the martyrdom of his son. This was one token of the many
great merits of that noble soul. He spent most of his time with
patience and long-suffering in the face of the difficulties and
hardships that he suffered. He was eventually banished, and
in exile, he surrendered his soul into the hands of his Beloved.

And as to Aga Siyyid Muhsin; he was in Iraq and attained
the presence of the Day-Star of the world. He proved self-
sacrificing to the last breath, and was the cause of the guidance
of many souls. He was forbearing, long-suffering, thankful, and
steadfast. Finally, he was exiled to Hadba’, where he could
no longer bear the separation from his Lord, so he set off on
foot, in the utmost poverty, and eagerly while chanting prayers
he walked from Hadba’ to ‘Akka. His [body] could, however,
not bear the hardships of the journey; he travelled across the
deserts with no food or provisions, and surrendered his soul
with the utmost fervour and longing.

Now, ye are the remnants of those two distinguished souls,
and are always present in my thoughts. Your two unions in
wedlock are both blessed; they are felicitous, auspicious, and
celebrated. Through the grace of the most Beloved, we cherish
the hope that the kindred and family of both ye noble ones will
for evermore be blessed, joyful and felicitous. Praise be to God,
Jinab-i-Mirza Muhsin has safely arrived, and has attained the
greatest yearning of all those who are His well-favoured ones,
and that is to kiss His Blessed Threshold. He [conveyed your
wish] in asking permission for pilgrimage; that permission is
granted. The Glory of Glories rest upon you.

O Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Vahid Naji, know thou of a certainty that
being the remnant of the late Siyyid Muhsin, thou art very
dear to the Centre of the Covenant, and through the grace
and loving-kindness vouchsafed by the Beloved, I cherish the
hope that thou wilt forever remain guarded in the stronghold
of the protection of the Blessed Beauty. The Glory of Glories
rest upon thee.
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ABUO0685

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-02 in Haifa

Dr. E.: In the beginning of the ‘Big Ben’ pamphlet, the words
occur: ‘The Bahai Revelation is not an organization. The Ba-
hai cause can never be organized. Is this a correct translation?

Abdul Baha: No. That gives the wrong idea. In the cause of
Baha'u’llah there is the Beit-ul-Ad’l (House of Justice). Polit-
ical affairs are not explicitly settled in the tablets. They are
referred to the House of Justice. Whatever the House of Jus-
tice decides is obligatory. In the writings of Baha’u’llah instruc-
tions are given with regard to worship, but the Assembly of the
House of Justice sees that at one time a certain arrangement
is necessary and at another time a different arrangement. It is
not circumscribed in its action. One hundred years ago - one
ruling was necessary, today, another; tomorrow, perhaps, an-
other. Therefore the cause of God is not rigidly circumscribed.
It is in accordance with the exigencies of time and place. The
political affairs are not definitely fixed by Baha’u’llah. This is
the object of what is said in the Book of Akdas. Baha'u’llah
says: ‘Political affairs are referred to the House of Justice’
Whatever they think wise according to the requirements of
time and place ought to be carried out. But the command of
worship is to be found in the Book. Political things will not
remain unchanged. The politics of one hundred years ago are
quite impracticable today. For example, there was slavery one
hundred years ago. Could that be carried out now?

The members of the House of Justice will be inspired. When-
ever it is established it will be under the protection of the
Blessed Beauty. Whatever the House of Justice decides is the
will of the Blessed One. In this way there is order - other-
wise, there will be confusion. The Bahai laws are not rigid and
unalterable. Whatever the House of Justice decides must be
carried out.

Dictated: “Political laws in the cause of Baha’u’llah are not
rigidly fixed. Whatever decision is arrived at by the mem-
bers of the House of Justice (which is like a parliament) either
unanimously or by a majority - according to the requirements
of time and place - that is the Law of God. In other words
the cause of Baha'u’llah is not circumscribed, for this reason,
that circumstances of time and place change. For instance, the
laws of America cannot be carried out here, and the laws of
this place would be unsuitable for America. The circumstances
are different.
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“In the time of Moses, the children of Israel were in the wilder-
ness. There was no ease and comfort. Therefore ten offences
were made punishable by death. In the time of Christ there
were towns and cities and civilization. The exigencies of the
time did not require these ten laws for capital punishment, so
he abolished them. Why? Because the time and circumstances
were different. In the former time these laws were necessary,
but in Christ’s time, they were no longer necessary and in this
time other arrangements are required.”

Dr. E.: “It is misleading, is it not, to say that the Bahai cause
cannot be organized?”

Abdul Baha: “How is it possible that there should be no or-
ganization? Even in a household, if there is not organization
there will be hopeless confusion. Then what about the world?
What is meant is that the organization is not rigid. In ancient
times it was rigid. In the Torah all the political affairs were
rigidly fixed, but in this cause, they are not. In this cause there
is political freedom, i.e., in each time the House of Justice is
free to decide in accordance with what it deems expedient.

“This is a brief explanation of the matter.”

SW_v13#12 p.325x, PN_1919 p060, PN_1920 p003, PN_1920 p012x,
PN__ 1920 p022

ABU0697

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-02

Talking of the marriage ceremony, Abdul Baha said:

“Here we do not have much talking, but there (in America)
they speak so much that nobody can follow what they say. I
was invited to a wedding in America. People were talking in
couples. In the East, one talks and the rest listen. When he
has finished another will speak, but they do not talk so much.
Every place has its special customs. Every nation likes its own
ways. At Christian weddings they smoke cigars and the room
becomes filled with smoke.

Dr. E. remarked that it was nice to have the bride and groom
take part in the ceremony themselves, as in the West, instead
of by deputy.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS
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Abdul Baha: It is so now. Everything depends on the time.
Now it is impossible in the East for the bride to appear.

Mrs. P: In America all the interest centers in the bride. The
groom is insignificant.

Abdul Baha: The marriage which is associated with spiritu-
ality and illumination is good. In the Arab districts only the
bride and bridegroom are present. They place two stones. The
bridegroom stands on one and the bride on the other, opposite
each other. The bridegroom says, ‘I am on one stone and
all the world is witness that thou art my wife and I thy hus-
band. The words are few but comprehensive. In the religion
of God the consent of both parties is necessary. No one can
compel a couple to marry - at most we give permission, we do
not interfere more than this. Both parties must consent then
the consent of the parents on both sides is necessary. This
is obligatory. In the East it was customary that the girl was
not consulted in the matter at all. She knew nothing whatever
about it. Her father would give her to some man and she could
not protest. To whomsoever he thought best he would give her.
But the Blessed Beauty in the Kitab-el-Akdas, explicitly says
that no one must interfere between the two. Without the con-
sent of both sides and the consent of the parents the marriage
cannot take place. But you in America and Europe attach no
importance to the parents’ consent. Even if the parents do not
consent, the young people do as they wish. If the parents are
not agreeable, it will lead in inharmony.

“In the East, among the Muhammedans and Christians, there
is no love between the bride and her mother-in-law, as a rule;
there is continual quarreling and contention, because the con-
sent of the parents has not been obtained for marriage. Of
course the mother does not wish her son to marry someone
she disapproves of and the son resents her interference. But
amongst the Bahais it is very rare to find any unkindness
amongst relations by marriage.

As regards divorce, Baha'u’llah says that if a husband and
wife cannot agree, there should be a preliminary separation of
one year. If at the end of a year there is no reconciliation, then
divorce is permissible. Because both sides would be in torment,
separation is better. In the Bahai marriage the husband and
wife must be in the utmost of happiness together.

Mrs. P: During the year friends on both sides must try to
bring about reconciliation, should they not?

Abdul Baha: Yes! The object of marriage is to create a family.
Therefore marriage must be very carefully considered. The
Blessed Beauty said that we must marry so that children may
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arise to be the cause of the illumination of the world. The

blessings of God are apparent.

PN__1919 p062

AB03079

To: Abdu’llah son of Ishaq Hamadani, in Port Said
Date: 1920-Jan-02

O my God, O my God! Verily Thy servant Ishaq hath passed
into eclipse, hath lost this first life, and hath bequeathed unto
his family grief and sorrow, anguish and burning pain. Their
eyes have overflowed with tears, and the fire of sadness hath
been kindled within their hearts and breasts.

Wherefore the scion of Ishaq hath fallen upon the dust of the
Threshold of the Luminary of the horizons, imploring pardon
and forgiveness for his father, who hath abandoned the dust
and ascended unto Thee, O Lord of lords.

Lord! Lord! Verily he is captive to Thy most great bounties,
pure of heart, and a suppliant at the court of Thy luminous
sanctity. Accept, then, his prayer, and forgive his father, who
hath ascended unto the precincts of Thy most great mercy.
Thou, verily, dost pardon and forgive the fathers through the
devotion and supplication of their children. Thy outpouring
bounties have encompassed all at the dawning of the Sun of
Guidance in this mighty Cycle and wondrous Age. Praise be
unto Thee for this, O my Lord, the Bountiful, the Pardon-
ing, the Forgiving toward every sin-laden and ailing one, every
erring and transgressing soul. Verily Thou art the All-Merciful,
the Compassionate.

Lord! Lord! Enable Umm-‘Abdu’llah, the consort of Ishaq,
and Habibu’llah, and Nuru’llah, and ‘Abdu’llah, and all his
descendants, to follow in the footsteps of that glorious brother,
and to walk in his path, taking that noble one as their ex-
emplar. Thou, verily, dost enable whomsoever Thou willest
to attain whatsoever Thou willest, through whatsoever means
Thou willest. Verily Thou art the Giver, the Mighty, the Mu-
nificent, the Generous.
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Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-02 in Haifa

Question: Was it right for Bahais to buy ‘Liberty Bonds’ to
carry on the war?

Abdul Baha: That is passed now. An arrow that has been shot
does not return to the bow. There is nothing to be gained by
talking about it now.

Q: But if Abdul Baha were to give his opinion about this now,
it would be a guide for similar occasions in the future.

Abdul Baha: This is not a time to buy ‘paper.’

Q: What should be done about the ‘Liberty Bonds’ that were
sent as contributions to the Mashrak-ul-Askar fund?

Abdul Baha: That rests with the Convention to decide.

Mrs. P.: Who is to decide upon the plans of the Mashrak-ul-
Askar?

Abdul Baha: That rests with the delegates to the Convention-
not all those present at the Convention, the delegates only - not
strangers. The Convention is like a parliament. The delegates
represent the opinion of the whole body of believers. What
they decide unanimously or by a majority, must be accepted.
The majority must rule.

L.B.: T am afraid the Convention will have a hard time unless
Abdul Baha prays for us.

Abdul Baha: Your duty is to go with the majority and accept
its decisions.

Mrs. P.: Then it is the delegates to the Convention and not
the Unity Board that have to decide on the plans?

Abdul Baha: Yes. The delegates must decide. The Board
must carry out the decisions of the Conventions. There must be
order. It cannot be that everybody has the right of interference;
in that case nothing would be accomplished.

PN_ 1919 p059, PN_ 1920 p003, PN_1920 p012, PN_ 1920 p021
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ABU3081

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-02 in Haifa

Dr. C.: They say that all organization is forbidden by the
teachings.

Abdul Baha: That is all talk. The text of the Blessed Book
cannot be changed. No one can interfere with it. Things not
definitely stated in the Book are referred to the House of Jus-
tice. Whatever the House of Justice decides, that is obligatory.
Now it is not possible for all the world to come together. The
Convention is similar to the House of Justice to a certain ex-
tent. Its decision and laws must be carried out.

PN_ 1919 p060, PN_ 1920 p003, PN_ 1920 p012, PN_ 1920 p021
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Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-03 in Haifa

In every center where Bahais are sufficiently numerous, a spir-
itual assembly should be established, to guide and co-ordinate
the activities of the friends in the district. The main duties of
the Spiritual Assemblies are as follows.

To make arrangements for spreading the Teachings among the
people by means of meetings (at which non-believers are wel-
come) held several times a week, to teach and guide people and
to attract and strengthen new Bahais. Next to promote edu-
cation, science and art. (the spiritual assembly should make
itself responsible to see that every child of a Bahai receives a
good education.) For instruction in the Bahai laws, to appoint
competent teachers to attend the general meetings - Teachers
to expound the Bahai Laws and exhort the people to obey
them; teachers who are wise, firm and experienced, and who
can explain their duties to and train those who associate with
the friends and profess to be Bahais but are hypocrits and are
not living up to their professions, at special meetings which
the Spiritual Assembly should arrange for this purpose.

To record contributions from those who are real Bahais - no
one else is asked to contribute and no collections are taken
at general meetings; and there are certain times appointed for
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receiving Bahai contributions and giving of receipts. To deter-
mine how such funds shall be spent; how much for teaching,
how much for relief of the poor and so forth. Especially in the
case of anonymous gifts, which are frequently received.

To appoint a committee to superintend feasts. These are held
by groups of friends every nineteen days. There will be kept
in a book a record of the arrangement of feasts. Arrangements
for feasts will be made through this committee, when a friend
desires to give one. One friend may wish to give three feasts
a year, another more; another not so many. In a second book
this committee will keep a record of visiting Bahais and hospi-
tality arrangements for their entertainment. When a feast is
arranged for a certain day, the host will be informed how many
Bahai visitors there are in town. If the host cannot entertain
them all, other Bahais will do so. Feast for all Bahais in town
simultaneously occur only on the special feast days - such as
Narroos and Rizwan.

To supervise all Bahai activities in the district. These should
all be subject to the approval of the spiritual assembly, and the
spiritual assembly should be the focus from which the Light of
the Spirit radiates. If the spiritual assembly is not pure and
spiritual, the Cause cannot prosper in that town. The friends
should realize that they owe obedience to the spiritual assembly
in all matters relating to the Cause. At every meeting of the
spiritual assembly a Tablet is chanted in which Abdul Baha
explains the various duties of that body.

To send announcement of an approaching election to all friends
in the district, and experienced Bahais will explain to the peo-
ple the qualifications required, of members of the spiritual as-
sembly. Abdul Baha says that the first requirement is that the
members of the spiritual assembly be firm in the Covenant. He
should be experienced and educated in the Cause and of good
character. Only those who united will work in harmony should
be elected. No one should be elected who would cause inhar-
mony.

The friends elect a committee of, say, thirty-eight as a selection
committee, and this committee appoints the spiritual assembly.
Abdul Baha says that in the West both men and women should
associate in the same assembly. Members are elected for peri-
ods of two and three years. All retire together at the end of the
period of office and a new spiritual assembly is appointed in
the same manner. Abdul Baha says that this method of elec-
tion which is used in Persia should also be used in the West.

PN__1920 p005
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Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-03 in Haifa

Mrs. P: It was the delegates and not the Unity Board who
were to decide, was it not? This was spoken of yesterday but
the notes were not taken down. Will the Master please repeat
so it may be taken down today?

Abdul Baha: The object is that all affairs ought to be referred
to the Convention, that is the Assembly which is composed
of the representatives from the different assemblies sent to the
Convention, not all the people gathered for the meetings. If
all people present in the meetings take part in the discussions
it would not do.

Mrs. B.: It was said by some that the Unity Board should be
the deciding body.

Abdul Baha: No! Not in general affairs. The nation chooses
representatives. These representatives make an Assembly of
the nation. Now affairs are in the hands of the Assembly of
the nation. Are the affairs in the hands of the Assembly of
the nations or in the hands of the people? No doubt all affairs
are in the hands of the Assembly of the nation, not in the
hands of everybody. This Assembly of the Convention is like
the Assembly of the nation or Parliament. Those members are
[allocated or selected?] by the nation. All affairs are referred
to Parliament, not to the people. Parliament discusses affairs
and reaches a decision. The Convention is like that and this
meeting sees to the affairs and whatever the meeting decided
the Executive Board must carry out. Did you understand?

Mrs. P.: Yes!

Abdul Baha: The essential thing now is teaching. This gather-
ing of the Convention is for this object, also to arrange for the
building of the Mashrak-ul-Azkar or for choosing people to go
out as teachers. These are the objects. In Persia there are no
Conventions. There is a spiritual assembly in each city and all
are engaged in teaching. People should be engaged in teaching
the cause. Teaching should make one full of joy and happiness.
It will attract one, it will bring spiritual susceptibilities, it gives
extreme happiness and joyfulness. One’s own self becomes en-
riched thereby. Teaching the cause is the most important work
in which anyone can engage, for in any other work there will
not be such results as in this. Give great importance to work
of importance and this is not to be brought under special rules.
It cannot be. They should teach in any way possible. This
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will bring happiness; it also brings one nearer the kingdom of
Abha. It will be the cause of joy and happiness and refreshes
one.

Dr. C. said she hoped we would return so filled with power
that our words might not arouse antagonism.

Abdul Baha: Leave unsaid anything that would create dis-
agreement. It is not necessary to touch upon such subjects.
Baha’u’llah says that whoever is the cause of differences should
be avoided. In any problem if two people disagree both are in
the wrong. He did not say, one is right, the other wrong. This
is said to prevent the arising of dissention.

PN_1919 p063, PN_ 1920 p005, PN_ 1920 p013, PN_ 1920 p023
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To: Hakim Harun et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-03

Do not grieve over the ascension of the glorious son, for this
world is narrow and the universe is strife. All the atoms of cre-
ation are in conflict and struggle with one another, engaged in
the contest for survival. Given this, how can love and faithful-
ness emerge? Consider carefully - there is no plant that does
not have an opponent and adversary. The elements are in ut-
ter conflict, and created things transgress against one another.
Animals tear each other apart, plants crowd each other out, hu-
manity is constantly in danger. This terrible war stems from
the struggle for survival. Every being is caught in another’s
grip. Therefore it is better that one should pass from this dark
and narrow world to the bright and boundless realm. Thus
you should not grieve over the ascension of that praiseworthy
youth, for he is the manifestation of the favors of the Loving
Lord and dwells in an unlimited, infinite realm. It is the divine
world, the merciful grace and heavenly gift. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

He is God, my Lord and my Hope! Verily this pure soul, this
spiritual youth, has turned to the gate of Thy merciful compas-
sion, hoping for Thy grace and forgiveness. O Lord! Honor the
dwelling place of this guest and ordain for him reunion with his
relatives in the world of visions, that they may find solace in
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beholding him in dreams and companionship with him in the
next world. Make him a sign of forgiveness and the recipient
of pardon and benevolence. Verily Thou art the Tender One,
verily Thou art the Kind, verily Thou art the Forgiving, verily
Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved.

Mirza Farajullah has arrived safe and protected, praise be to
God, and has been instructed to return. I beseech God that he
may be the cause of your joy in all circumstances. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Mihdi Aqa Yari
Date: 1920-Jan-03

My God, my God! Verily Your servant Mahdi has arisen before
Your exalted threshold and beseeches the Kingdom of the All-
Merciful, hoping for confirmation from the Righteous Support
for himself, his companion, his mother and those related to him.
O Lord! These have detached themselves from all else save
You, befriended those who befriend You, and shunned those
who oppose You. They deserve assistance and are worthy of
grace and bounty among Your servants.

O Lord! Facilitate their hopes, make their gifts abundant, re-
move the veil from their sight, intoxicate them with the wine
of Your favors, and forgive his father who has ascended to You
and come before You with a hopeful heart, supplicating before
You. O Lord! Give him to drink from a cup whose mixture
is of camphor, let him drink from the pure Kawthar, and im-
merse him in the seas of light. Verily You are the Pardoning,
the Forgiving. O Lord! Make his relatives noble ones, his in-
laws righteous ones, and all those connected to him free ones.
Aid them through Your grace evening and morn.

O Lord! Encompass them all with the glances of Your care, the
gaze of Your providence, Your grace and Your mercy. Make
the path of righteousness a mighty course for them and keep
them safe and secure from the path of error. Rend asunder
the veil, cause the clouds to rain, prepare for them the means
in this world, and immerse them in the seas of pardon and
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forgiveness in the Kingdom of Mysteries. Verily You are the
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Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving. LG, Al g“"}‘
ADMS#189 MKT6.143
ABO03867

To: Members of Mahfil-i-Taqdis et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-03

O Ali the Most Glorious! I place my forehead upon the Pure
Threshold and beseech victory and confirmation for the As-
sembly of Sanctification, and I say: O my Ancient Lord! Aid
the Assembly of Sanctification with Your assistance and pro-
tection in both worlds and with the Most Great Gift. O Lord!
Your servant is a mine of faithfulness from among the pure
brethren. Make this luminous institution and noble gather-
ing blessed through Your glorious bounty, spread through it
Your fragrances, make manifest through it Your verses, wave
through it Your banners, and be for it a help and protection
through Your grace. O Lord! They strive night and day, se-
cretly and openly, to exalt Your Word and they supplicate with
humility and contrition unto Your Kingdom. O Lord! Make
them an example for the righteous and a distinction for the
free ones, unveilers of mysteries. Verily You are the Mighty,
the Chosen One.

O pilgrim to the two Sacred Places! You had requested per-
mission for two people - Aqa Mahdi Hakim Yusuf and Aqa
Isma’il - to attain presence. They are permitted. From the di-
vine favors, I beseech heavenly confirmation for the mentioned
company, and seek trustworthiness and religiosity as a magnet
for divine success. My hope is that this gift will become a
becoming robe for that group.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Date: 1920-Jan-03

O God! O Most Generous in bounty and Most Faithful in
mercy! I beseech Thee with a tongue aflame with Thy remem-
brance and a heart enkindled with Thy love to forgive Thy pure
handmaiden, the mother of Ziya’ul-Hajiyyih. O Lord! She was
a word of Thy love and a sign of Thy remembrance. She be-
lieved in Thee and Thy verses, was drawn to Thy beauty, spoke
Thy praise, acknowledged Thy oneness, and occupied herself
with Thy writings night and day. She communed with Thee
evening and morning and sought refuge in Thy forgiveness at
dawn and dusk, until she lamented and cried out and yearned
for the Kingdom and wailed until she returned to the threshold
of Thy oneness with a heart hoping for Thy pardon and for-
giveness. O Lord! Honor her resting place, grant her ultimate
desire, shelter her in the vicinity of Thy mercy, make easy for
her Thy gift, admit her to the garden of Thy grace, bring her
to the stream of Thy divinity, and make her a sign of forgive-
ness and pardon. Verily, Thou art the Forgiver, the Pardoner,
the All-Merciful.
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Date: 1920-Jan-03

O Lord, Lord! With complete humility I stretch forth my
hands in supplication toward the Kingdom of pardon and for-
giveness, and I commune with Thee with a heart aflame, flow-
ing tears, and exhausted patience. I beseech Thy favors for
these assured souls who have winged their flight to the Supreme
Concourse, the horizon of utmost glory, with the wings of at-
traction, fluttering like birds to reach the threshold of the Gate,
crying out in fear of error and seeking bounty, yearning for par-
don and good-pleasure, beseeching the removal of the veil so
as not to be gathered blind but rather immersed in the sea of
meeting, attaining their ultimate desire, swaying with the wine
of favors in the shade of the Ultimate Tree. O Lord, be forgiv-
ing unto them and give them the morning draught, and grant
them an exalted station in the Kingdom of Lights, delighting
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To: Shamsi, wife of Aga Mirza Ali Asghar et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-03

O handmaiden of God! The gates of divine mercy are open for 4 iz ;\ 55 Cgt Gl Oyl A S (6l
you and your honored mother, and the proof of this is that you  -l.lc 1, <, &I of Ms s ol 3L
spend your time in prayer. These very prayers are evidence of ‘Jj\’m\} o -'\.;L" s ol e A o
divi.ne confirmations. And the handmaiden of GOfi .Saltanat, 3y ol el el 0Lyl d Wb il
praise be to God, found her way to the court of divine favor, : :
drank from the cup of guidance, became successful in attaining
purity of intention, and showed kindness to her dear companion
until she was able to impart the word of divine unity. Let her
give thanks to God that such bounties were made possible and
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Glorious Beauty. TAH.357
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Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-04 in Haifa

Mrs. P.: Would it be wrong to keep out of controversy?

Abdul Baha: When one is quiet the thing is forgotten. When
discussion is forbidden the matter will be dropped. I will illus-
trate by a story: ‘I was in New York. An old lady of eighty
years who was a little out of her mind came to me one day and
said, ‘The Spiritual assembly has made a certain decision. I
want to discuss the matter before you and them. You please
call them. I will prove their faults.” I said, “If you have any
differences of opinion do not come to me and tell me. It will
create trouble.” She said, “It is necessary and I know all about
them.” “Well then go and tell them.” I said. She replied, “They
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will not listen to me”’ She wanted to do this to have it known

that she had opposed them. This is illness and malady.

Mrs. P.: I know the majority vote should decide questions,
such as where to hold the Convention, and the question of
all arrangements short of a matter of conscience. But when
it comes to a matter of principle should one go against ones
conscience?

Abdul Baha: You cannot go according to an individual’s con-
science. Each one thinks he is right (concerning a subject);
this must be considered. If each should move according to his
conscience, disturbances would arise. Can you find two per-
sons in the world having the same conscience in every detail?
No! Now this must be considered. If there by a crowd, the
difficulty increases.

Mrs. P.: I have to bring this to a more personal issue. I
am willing to be told if I have made a mistake. A meeting
was called in Chicago in December to hear the findings of a
certain committee. I knew of these findings and objected to the
methods of procedure of the committee. Between December
and April, when the committee met in Chicago, the findings
of this committee were spread and caused each assembly to be
divided into two camps. Disapproving of this, did I do right to
remain away from the Convention or should I have gone and
opposed this procedure?

Abdul Baha: Now this is a problem that is passed. If we speak
of matters that have passed it will not bring joy and happiness.
Let us speak of subjects that will bring happiness and joy. If
we speak on these subjects we will not become happy, nay,
rather, it will depress us. We have gathered here for joy and
happiness.

Mrs. P.: I think we are able to learn lessons from past experi-
ences.

Abdul Baha: This Convention which is held every year - what-
ever decisions are reached must be accepted, for this is a gen-
eral gathering. To a certain degree it is like the House of Jus-
tice, but it is not the House of Justice. Baha’u’llah says, ‘What-
ever the House of Justice does that is my command. They
cannot go against it Suppose tomorrow there is a House of
Justice, whatever command they would give could not be in-
terfered with by anyone. The people must obey. For instance,
Christ said that they must go about and teach, giving the
glad-tidings. Perhaps one might say, ‘I do not think it wise
and when we find a seeker, we will speak to him.” Is that the
way to obey the command. Whatever the House of Justice
commands must be obeyed.
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Mrs. P.: To follow Christ, Baha'u’llah, Abdul Baha, is very
different. People in the time of the establishment of the House
of Justice will be more spiritual.

Abdul Baha: T said this Convention is similar to the House of
Justice - not that it is the House of Justice. If it is not so one
thousand sects of religion would arise. Each one would rise
up to cause disturbance and would say, ‘My conscience says it
is not good. Another would say, ‘My conscience says this is
good,” and they cannot agree on anything. Perhaps this little
one (pointing to Miss. B.) would arise and start a sect, Fugeta
another, Mrs. L another, Dr. C. another, J. another (as he
pointed to each in turn). You would ask why and they would
say, ‘Our conscience.

Mrs. P: Afterwards will the House of Justice - (Well Abdul
Baha told us to put this aside).

Abdul Baha: Put this question aside. If I speak on this subject
great disturbances will result. Should I speak on this subject,
do you know what would happen in America? Forget the past.

Mrs. P.: T am perfectly willing to do this.

Abdul Baha: I desire that all your talks create spirituality,
create happiness, create joy.

Dr. E.: I take it that the only thing that would prevent ac-
cepting a majority vote would be on a matter contrary to the
written teachings of Baha’u’llah and Abdul Baha?

Abdul Baha: It is the explicit text of Baha’u’llah that no one
should disagree. He (the Blessed Beauty) said, ‘Whatever the
House of Justice resides, that is my command.” The purpose
of this is that no one can say that the House of Justice has
made a mistake. If this is aid it is the same as saying that the
Blessed Beauty made a mistake. If in meetings one does not
accept a decision he must be quiet. If he does not like it he
must be quiet but not do anything which will cause differences.
He must not say this is wrong, he must be quiet and then there
will not by any controversy. There are a number of people in
America who are waiting to find some matter for controversy.
For instance, you say it is day. Two or three will arise and say,
‘No, it is night. Especially those women of eighty years and
more. I want to close all these doors (of controversy) so that
there should remain no more of these things. They should
speak of love, faith, mercy, teaching the cause of God, but
questions other than these have engaged the people of America.
Wherever they go this is their only talk now. Therefore I want
all this to be put aside. In Persia there are none of these things,
none whatever. There is no Convention. There is a spiritual
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assembly. If the spiritual assembly in a city decides a thing, if
one does not like it he does not object, he remains silent. They
are engaged in teaching morals; they have meetings for ethics,
meetings in which they teach spiritual civilization. Nothing
causes them to say this is bad. If he does not like a certain
proposal he does not enter it. If he likes it he will join in. Now
I want you to become like mannered.

PN 1919 p064, PN_ 1920 p014, PN 1920 p024
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To: Bihjat
Date: 1920-Jan-04

O handmaiden of God who is attracted to the Divine fra-
grances, your distinguished elegantly written letter has been
received and I answer you with this supreme, unique and price-
less pearl in the praise of your Lord, the Al-Mighty. Thank
God for this great guidance and wondrous bounty that He has
lifted the veil, bestowed generously and revealed unto you the
signs of your God, the Lord of the highest heavens.

2 O handmaiden of God, the people are wrapped in a veil and
are in a deep sleep. They have no salvation except by the
grace of your Lord, the Sovereign of heaven and earth. They
are immersed in a sea of blind imitation and have cast away
the secrets of your Lord, the All-Glorified. They have firmly
clung to the weakest cords and left the firm cord, the ‘Urvatu’l-
Vuthqa; holding fast to misconceptions which are weaker than
spider’s web. They hold to gods that have no existence, but
identified through their vain imaginings, though more accurate
than their meanings. And they did not heed that these illusions
are encompassed by their brains and God is the All-Embracing,
Whose Reality all the thoughts have failed to realize. No one
can comprehend His Knowledge, which embraces all things.

3 As (Imam Ali) peace be upon him said: God is Unseen, In-
accessible, and Unknowable Essence, who is Perfect and Inde-
scribable. The way is blocked and all secking rejected. The
foremost testimony establishing His truth is His signs and His
existence demonstrates His reality. Consider, with your inner
eye to find what would be a cause of perplexity and amaze-
ment; that is those people worship vain imaginations which
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have no material existence but mental existence. Mental exis-
tence is a branch of the material existence. Therefore, render
thanks unto God, the All-Powerful, who has graciously aided
and guided you to the path of guidance and delivered in your
heart what brought your face to Him, Who created the heavens
and the earth, upright, admittedly and innocent of the infidels;
and say:

Praise be to you, my God, for Thou hath illuminated my in-
sight by witnessing the Signs, adorned my truth by the knowl-
edge of the Lord of the names and attributes, revived me with
the breezes of early dawns, perfumed my nostrils with the flo-
ral fragrance and the waft of the secrets’ garden. Lord, I am
ailing, heal me; stammered, unloosen my tongue; accustom me
with humiliation and extreme lowliness; save me from splendor
and arrogance; preserve me from every dissolute and infidel;
save me from the darkness of suspicions that have spread in
the lands, make my feet firm on Your straight way and unde-
viating path; not adopting the way of error as the Way but
adopting the path of righteousness as the Way.

O God, I am a handmaiden, feeble and impotent in the bitter
trials and powerless in the violent commotions. Save me from
the tests explicitly stated by the Imams of guidance and the
Stars of the realm of glory salutation and praise rest upon
them, people will perish, but the believers and the believers
will perish except the examined and the examined will perish
except the those who are devoted to God and those are in great
danger. O my Most Merciful Lord, your sick handmaiden yearn
your great grace and resplendent healing. Thou art the Ever-
Forgiving, the Merciful. There is none other God but Thee,
the Most Compassionate, the Most Mighty Lord.

&P,biu@d&n,smdw
LjWWéM\)ﬁ)Y\P&-&
BT R PR

CREVE P Sy ke AL S
deN O, xR iy s ol
ey eV aed g, ol
S Bt o Y1 s sl
L;;}Lgaatw,&uuwj\;)
)K,.N\Uj\wem,\,)mw,d.\su
o d'\“’\})wf'b f o sﬂl’J
Jerl 5oLl 6o zml ) uww AN
M,N\&\ﬂ&w\,wg
@M\&MQA\M.\;\Y(}A\
)Lw.x«)\

506 Ol 3 5ale daad (9" oy
o2l Gasdl e iy Ol
oo VI B e 5 bl W 5
PRS- URN I  PNR EAE[ WE
E RN UPRIERIRN I SRR
3ol ghie s G Opaldl 5 Opaldt! Vi
5 il Ko il Saal O o)
NP BRI R CH
f:)a..‘J\ 5 ol el

BRL__DAK#0978, MKT3.229, ADH2.120x,

ADH2_4#01 p.152x, MMG2#420 p.467x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 23


https://www.bahai.org/r/250281067
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-229.html
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/i/ishraq-khavari_adhkar_muqarrabin_2.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/i/ishraq-khavari_adhkar_muqarrabin_2.pdf
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-470.html

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun) ABUO0815

ABUO0815

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-04 in Haifa

Question: Did Christ walk on this mountain (Carmel)?

Abdul Baha: Yes! He came several times because the people of
Galilee were very much against him; also the people of Tiberias,
therefore he used to come to this mountain.

Q: Were the people more friendly to him here?

Abdul Baha: They were not so bad here. That is why Christ
said, ‘A prophet is not without honor save in his own country.
His own country was Galilee.

Q: Was Haifa a town in the time of Christ?

Abdul Baha: Yes! Haifa is ancient. It is one of the Phoenician
towns. Akko also is ancient. It was also Phoenician. Haifa or
Caifa gets its name because it is at the foot of the mountain.
The name is Phoenician, not Hebrew. These Phoenicians were
here 2500 years before Christ.

Q: Did Christ speak Aramaic?

Abdul Baha: It was not pure Hebrew, because the Romans had
occupied Palestine. The Romans, Chaldeans and Assyrians
were mixed and the language was a mixture. In ancient times
the Arameans were at Damascus and its neighborhood. There
were two tribes in these regions at that time. Both disappeared.
There were also Sodom, Adum and Amur. Sodom was the town
were Lot lived.

The conversation turned to the subject of food.

Abdul Baha said that the body of man was in need of seventeen
elements. In this kind of pea, eleven of these elements are
present and six are lacking; in beans, nine of these elements
are present and eight are lacking. In bread (whole-wheat) all
the seventeen elements are present. Therefore it is possible for
man to live all his life and keep healthy on bread. He cannot
live on peas alone. If he does so for a year he will become ill.
Eggs also have all the seventeen elements and so have meat
and milk, but eggs and meat are not suitable for all. The fatty
elements in them does not agree with some. Excess of eggs is
good, it will prove injurious.

Q.: Would eating eggs induce cancer?
Abdul Baha: Perhaps it might.
Q.: What about eggs and milk?
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Abdul Baha: It is heavy. Whatever man needs is in bread.
Meat is for carnivorous animals, such as the lion and leopard.

See! Man has no claws for tearing meat. This proves that
meat is not his natural food. Animals and birds that have
sharp claws are meat-eating, but man has not claws. The lion
has curved teeth for seizing and tearing meat. He cannot eat
bread or grains. He must eat meat.

Fugeta asked whether it was right to fish?

Abdul Baha: It is permissible, but I should not do it myself. 1

never hunt or fish. Your friends, the Japanese, fish very much.

Their food is mostly rice and fish.
Q.: Will ferocious beasts like the lion disappear?

Abdul Baha: In many places they have disappeared already. In
the British Isles there are no lions or wolves, or bears. Many of
the ferocious animals of old have completely disappeared ages
ago. All these things are according to the Divine Will. We can
see the remains of these animals in museums.

PN_1919 p066

AB04877

To: Hafizus-Sihhih, Abdur-Rahim et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Jan-04

O ye souls that are at rest, content and pleasing! Praise be to
God, ye are aware how the heart and soul of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
affectionate towards you. However, Jinab-i-Amin desired the
renewal of this mighty bond and requested the writing of this
letter. I too, with utmost eagerness, engaged in penning this
missive. Praise be to God that those blessed souls are steadfast
in the Cause and show the utmost zeal in serving the Sacred

Threshold. They are pure and illumined, truthful and divine.

Today, whoever in the Cause of the Ancient Beauty is firm
and steadfast like an impregnable fortress is ever the recipient
of divine confirmations and promoter of the teachings of the
Gracious Lord. Praise be to God that good news of you arrives
constantly. Through the favors of the Blessed Beauty, may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, I hope that day by day
confirmations will increase so that through your presence that
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Words spoken at Shrine of the Bab, 1920-Jan-04 in Haifa

“In this gathering,” said Abdul Baha, “all the friends are assem-
bled together in the utmost freedom, happiness and majesty.
Nothing could be better than this. The day will come when
this mountain will be resplendent with light,—lights from top
to bottom. On one side of it there will be a hotel, a universal
hotel. Its door will be open to all the people of the world. Who-
ever comes will be a guest. On the other side of the mountain
there will be a university in which all the higher sciences will
be taught. On another part of it there will be a Mashreq’ul
Azkar. On another part of it there will be a home for the
incurables. In still another part there will be a home for the
poor. In still another part there will be a home for orphans.
All these will be administered with love.

I foresee that this harbor (Haifa) will be full of vessels. And
from here to the Blessed Shrine (Bahje) there will be wide
avenues, on both sides of which there will be trees and gardens.
On the surrounding land at Bahje similar institutions to those
at Mount Carmel will be established. And from all these places
the songs of praise and exaltation will be raised to the Supreme
Concourse.”

SW__v13#09 p.220-221
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Words spoken on 1920-Jan-04

[‘Abdu’l-Baha| stated:

Haifa will develop to such a degree that this mountain will be
covered entirely in light. From here to ‘Akka will be connected
by roads and on each side trees will be planted. This will be
become the most important port in the world. Innumerable
ships will come and go. I now see ships have anchored in
this bay, and with utmost humility and modesty monarchs will
come to visit the Shrine of the Exalted One [the Bab].

Mrs. Parsons asked, “Where will the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar be
built?” [‘Abdu’l-Baha] replied, “Near the Shrine of the Exalted
One. On one side, the largest and most important scientific
school will be raised.” Then He added, “On the other side,
there will be an asylum for invalids and on the opposite side
an orphanage.”

ISAE.1920-01-04

ISA.015-016

ABU2639

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-04

Q: Is the supposed sepulcher of Christ really the place of his
burial?

Abdul Bahs: For three-hundred years after Christis death no
one searched for his grave. Rubbish was deposited there. The
mother of the Emperor Constantine came to Jerusalem and
made careful enquiries to ascertain the place and they have
come to the conclusion that the grave was there. This is the
truth that for three-hundred years they used to put rubbish on
it.

Q: I hear there are two reputed burial places, which is the
correct one?

Abdul Baha: Opinions differ, but the general opinion is that
it is there (i.e. at the Church of the Sepulchre). Christ at the
time of his death was oppressed; alas after his death and during
his lifetime, he was oppressed. This oppression has turned the
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world upside down. It destroyed all the nations, but he himself
was elevated. All the flags of the nations came down, but the
one of Christ was exalted. All this was because of oppression.

PN__1919 p068

ABUO0195

Words spoken on 1920-Jan-05

[‘Abdu’l-Baha stated:] ISA.018-021

The Blessed Beauty has freed us from all restraints. He teaches
that we must be kind to all, even to our enemies.

There was a certain Mustafa Bayk, the chief of the secretariat
of the Mufti of ‘Akka. He was a most unscrupulous person and
harbored intense enmity towards the blessed Cause. He was
most unattractive as well. We were invited one night to the
home of Mufti and it so happened that he was there too. For
some reason, I told the story of Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf.[25] T said,
“Hajjaj had a wife who was most beautiful, and she did not love
her husband at all. One day, Hajjaj was beholding himself
in the mirror and admiringly said, ‘O Lord! How attractive
Thou hast created me and what an excellent character hast
Thou bestowed upon me!” His wife replied, ‘Hajjaj, you are
being slanderous towards God!” This morning when Mustafa
Bayk was beholding himself in the mirror, the Mufti said, ‘Say:
O Lord, How attractive Thou hast created me and what an
excellent character hast Thou bestowed upon me!”’

Everyone laughed heartedly.

In short, this person [Mustafa Bayk] was most antagonistic [to-
wards the Faith]. Hand in hand with the Mutasarrif, he wrote
many calumnies to Beirut. They returned the same report
from Beirut. To deflect the situation from himself, the Mu-
tasarrif forwarded the report to Me through an intermediary.
His purpose was to exact money from Me. However, I paid
no attention. For this reason, the Mutasarrif confirmed the ac-
curacy of the report and wrote, “These illustrious personages
[i.e. ‘Abdu’l-Baha and other Baha'is] are trying to convert me
to the Babi Faith.” Additionally, he ordered that the [Baha’i]
children be beaten in the streets.
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At last, he sent a message, “Your house has an agreeable air and
my sister is ill. Therefore, I would like to transfer her residence
to that house.” I responded, “We have no other homes and need
this one for our use.” When he saw the situation, he went and
rented the house from its owner and made the situation most
difficult for us in every way.

One day I was standing in the presence of the Blessed Beauty
and with a fan was cooling Him. A bee was circling His Blessed
Temple. No matter how I tried to disperse the bee with the
fan, the bee would not leave. At the end, I brought the fan
in that direction and said, “Mutasarrif, leave us alone!” It so
happened that the fan struck the bee and tore him into two
parts, so that he dropped dead. The Blessed Beauty said, “You
obliterated the Mutasarrif!”

It was not long after that Hilmi Pasha and two of his deputies
arrived. One night we were invited to the Mufti’s home. They
too came there late at night, and after the customary exchange
of pleasantries, he said, “One of the Sunni ‘ulama has said that
the phrase ‘In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassion-
ate’ is the same as ‘In the Name of Father, the Son and the
Holy Spirit. What is the meaning of this?”

I gave an exposition regarding the claim of the Divine Man-
ifestations, Who considered Themselves God’s mirror. I also
considered the situation appropriate for saying, “His Holiness
the Bab states, ‘I am the Mirror of God.’[26] His purpose is
to show the Sanctified Manifestations teach that, ‘God’s Efful-
gence shines upon Us, and from Us shines upon the creation.
It is in this station that They claim divinity. If the sun shining
in the mirror claims that it is the sun, indeed it has spoken the
truth.”

At all events, I wrote a letter to the Vali suggesting the situ-
ation in ‘Akka was worthy of his attention and investigation.
The Vali sent two inspectors to investigate the situation. It
was because of this that efforts were begun and the Mutasarrif
was dismissed.

One day I was sitting in the house’s veranda and saw that the
Mufti and another person came and said, “Do you have extra
chairs?” 1 replied, “Yes.” They came and sat. After some
discussion, with reference [to the situation], they conveyed, “It
is best to give us some money so we would conclude this affair.”
I did not heed them. He said, “At any event, I have rented this
house.”

With great determination, the investigators began to investi-
gate the situation. One day I saw that one of them had come,
knocking on the door. I did not wish to receive him. He cried
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out, “I have a critical matter to discuss.” They opened the door.
He came in, sat and after some discussions said, “If you give
some money, this affair will conclude.” I said to him, “Your
purpose was then money. Why did you not say sooner? Wait
and I will go bring money.”

I went and performed My ablutions and stood for obligatory
prayer. Afterwards, I recited prayers. He was in a hurry and I
was protracting [My meditations].

At the end, I said to him, “I have sent the money.” He inquired,
“With whom did you send it?” I replied, “Stand up!” Then
slapped him in the ear, lifted him and threw him down from
the height of the building.

He went and caused a commotion. He composed a complaint,
claiming, “These illustrious people [i.e. ‘Abdu’l-Baha] have
grown so presumptuous that they beat the chief of commerce.”

He had not signed the complaint when a telegraph arrived, stat-
ing, “The Mutasarrif, the Mufti and the chief of the secretariat
are suspended from their work until the investigator’s arrival.”

He became deeply perturbed. The Mufti took a thousand liras
with him to Beirut to acquire the position of the Mutasarrif,
but the investigators telegraphed the details to the Vali.

Upon the arrival of the Mufti, the Vali said, “You have brought
me bribes so you can become the governor of ‘Akka! Where
are the liras?” Moreover, he did not give him permission to sit
[in his presence].

Deeply embarrassed, he returned. Orders arrived [from Beirut]
that the investigators should conduct themselves in accordance
with My instructions. I did not consent and said, “They should
discharge their office in any manner they deem best, and inves-
tigate the matter.”

Afterwards, the Mutasarrif sent a messenger to me, beseeching
that this was enough. Consequently, I sent a message to the
investigators to conclude the case.

In all events, the Mutasarrif sent a thousand liras to the Vali
to purchase his silence.

The chief of the secretariat was dismissed from office and went
to Damascus in hope of remedying the situation. He had six-
teen children and family members as dependents. I heard that
they were in dire straits, so I immediately sent them money
and pledged to shoulder all their expenses for four months.

At the end, Mustafa Bayk wrote me a letter from Damascus
expressing his deep regret over his past deeds, writing, “By
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God, may Your generous house be ever-flourishing. If it is
possible now, kindly arrange for my wife and children to come
to Damascus.” Therefore, I prepared a howdah and sent them
all in complete comfort to Damascus.

After a while, he wrote a letter, “I am dying of hunger. I
implore you to arrange work for me.” I wrote [to the Vali] and
an assignment was given to him.

The point is that the Blessed Beauty has instructed us to show
kindness even to enemies. This is our duty. We have no enmity
towards anyone.

ISAE.1920-01-05, STAB#097x

ABUO0816

Words to Fugeta, Mrs. P. et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-05 in Haifa

Dr. C.: What was the age of Qurratu’l-Ayn before her accep-
tance of the Bab’s declaration, also when martyred?

Abdul Baha: She had passed her thirtieth year and after five
years she was martyred. That is, when she was martyred she
was about forty years old. The work, not the age of a person
is the important thing. She was very humble. She would treat
any other woman as if she were that person’s maidservant.

Mrs. P. said that she heard that the tablet that was read at
the wedding of Mirza Mahmud had revealed by the Blessed
Beauty for a member of the Household.

Abdul Baha: When this girl (bride of Mirza Mahmud) was
quite young, her father was martyred and all the property was
confiscated, causing her to grow up amidst great trials. There-
fore the utmost of favor was shown to her. The girl, her mother
and grandmother went through great hardships. Her grand-
mother was very good, very noble, had great knowledge, was
severed, - was busy continuously with the mention of God, not
resting for a moment. After they had martyred her son-in-law,
the Governor sent for her. As she entered the door he kicked
her under his feet, beat her on the head with his feet until
she became unconscious and like one dead. They left her. Her
brother came and placing her on the shoulders of a man she
was carried home. Because of this much favor has been shown
to this girl. Before the grandmother became a Bahai she was
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greatly esteemed and distinguished among women because of
her goodness and her personality. The brother of the grand-
mother was also greatly esteemed, though he was no Bahai.
Had it not been for this brother she would have been killed.
He was one of the great Mullas of Persia. He came and took
her from Isfahan to Mashed in the province of Khurasan. He
said to her (his sister), ‘My sister beware not to speak another
word on this subject. You went through trouble in Isfahan and
we have left there. Do not, do not, speak here because her is
the place we are visiting.” The people who make a pilgrimage
come from great distances and it is the custom that both in the
morning and afternoon the tomb is visited. For instance, they
go from morning to noon. This brother went in the morning
to visit the tomb. She knew he would not return soon, so she
went from house to house every morning and afternoon. Once
her brother found out that she had taught many women. He
took her and went away saying, ‘They will kill you and me’
She was very spiritual. If one were to sit and talk with her
from morning to night they would not become tired. She was
very unassuming and when she spoke tears would come to the
eyes of her hearers.

Abdul Baha had succeeded in securing butter and told Mrs. P.
that he had done so because he knew that in America, butter
was used on the bread. Mrs. P. said she could get on without
it.

PN_1919 p069

AB05947

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Jan-05

O Trustee of trustees! Place your trust in the divine favors
and live in utmost comfort and assurance. In the Qur’an it
is stated: “And whosoever feareth God, He will appoint for
him a way out, and will provide for him from whence he hath
no expectation.” This means that whoever fears God - that
is, becomes a manifestation of the fear of God - will find relief,
and God will bestow bounty upon him from directions he never
imagined. Be assured that your Lord is the Generous Giver.
Do not be sorrowful. The trustee of God is always penniless
- this is among God’s ways and you will find no change in
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God’s ways. Be enriched through the remembrance of your — |aa ciebb 0Ll 58 5 Cwily, C‘( o
Lord. This is a flowing treasure and an endless storehouse. Be 2|, fis Gbe s by b Al
assured of God’s grace. Like your companion, be confident s o el \(,1&3& 1Y g, 5

and at ease. Indeed your companion owns nothing and has no N Lol
debts - this is true wealth. And upon you be the Most Glorious el ’ il
Glory. MMK6#550, YIK.486
AB11788

To: Hakim Harun, in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Jan-05

O refined and distinguished person! Two days ago a letter was — Jasb 2w 35y 33 Mo okl (a2
written to you, but Jinab-i-Amin’s letter has just now arrived Y| e el Ol Ly A <25 Ly
and he has requested a new writing. What can be done? There | o Sl 0390 p Ao 4 2 (Sl o,
is a famous saying: “One must give to the Qajar collector.” Sl Osls Ll S e ol Lo N
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6‘;\(\ SIS
LOTR20.177 SFI18.280b
AB12009

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Jan-05

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg Wb !

Due to lack of time, the reply is brief. The letter was noted. 4l cwl a2 Ol Cuo ple )
Regarding this matter, means were sought to bring order to ;:\m Sdamy L2 53 s f B
affairs. If in these coming few months the desired result is not T ole dim )3 f\ b VLE’“" el bl
achieved, write again about the true situation. .. = :
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And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. e el e s 3

INBA79.083a

AB11803

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Iran
Date: 1920-Jan-05

O Amin of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter of the 15th of Dhi’l-  susd(g3 & Vo *asb Syle dlav (sl (o) 1
Qa’dah [1337] was received. A brief reply is being written.... o33 S 03, Sl e de, [Y¥yv]
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ABU3489

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-05 in Haifa

Dr. C. heard in America that a crypt was to be built in the
Mashrak-ol-Azkar in Chicago.

Abdul Baha: Whatever anyone thinks he says, but do not trust
to what is said unless I have written about it. Whatever I have
written with my own hand, that is correct.

PN__1919 p068, PN__ 1920 p015, PN_ 1920 p027
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ABU0628

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-06 in Haifa

Mrs. P.: T am sure no one would object to this if it is given in
public. When the speakers call Abdul Baha by other names,
argument arises. Will Abdul Baha tell us about it?

Abdul Baha: I like this name but the Blessed Beauty has given
other names also. Amongst the names I like this name, but if a
person called me ‘The Greatest Branch’ I cannot object. If he
says, ‘The Mystery of God’, this is the name the Blessed Beauty
called me, I cannot object. He has said, ‘The Branch branched
from the Pre-existent Root’, but I like this name. Whoever
calls me by this name (Abdul Baha), I become happy.

Mrs. P.: We love other names as well. What is Abdul Baha’s
instruction concerning what we should say concerning Abdul
Baha’s station to new believers and the public?

Abdul Baha: Tell them ‘Abdul Baha’ is my name and his
signature is ‘Abdul Baha.

Mrs. P.: Is it right to explain to those interested about other
names also?

Abdul Baha: Tell them the Blessed Beauty has given them - for
there are hypocrites who say ‘My Lord’ but their intention is
to weaken the faith of the believers. Abdul Baha calls himself
‘Abdul Baha’, but you can tell them the Blessed Beauty gives
him other titles. But Abdul Baha says ‘Abdul Baha’ so that
Nakazeen shall have no grounds (for opposition). Tell them
Abdul Baha says: ‘I am Abdul Baha. The Nakazeen mention
those other names so that they may be able to cause trouble.
One cannot speak in glorification of one’s self. The others
should do that. If one says, ‘I am polite. I have done such
and such good actions,” - that would be a sign of hypocrisy.
The one who praises himself - you should take no heed of him.
I have written, ‘May my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of
the feet of the friends’ Some people have thought that if the
Covenant and Testament is weakened, it will be a good thing
for them. There are some who think so. Beware of this. Their
intention is to glorify themselves - like Dr. Fareed and Mirza
Assad’ullah. These things are like foam - they pass away. Let
us speak of things which make us happy. Let them say what
they like. Let them call me ‘Abbas’ T like ‘Abbas’ 1 always
sign myself ‘Abbas’ when I write a poem. Man must have
deeds. What do names matter? The Pope has many titles,
but what is the use of them? He must show works. One of his
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titles is ‘Lion’ but he is not worth as much as a cat - yet his
name is ‘Lion’.

Miss. B.: We heard in Paris that the Bahai cause is stronger
than the Catholic Church.

Abdul Baha: It is more powerful - there is no comparison. The
Catholic church is like a drop, but the cause of Baha'u’llah is
like the ocean. The Catholic church is but a name. They are
worshipping the dead bones.

Miss. B.: Should we give the Message to the Catholics?
Abdul Baha: Yes! There is no harm.

Mrs. P. told of giving the Message to a young priest on his way
to Rome. While she was talking to him two others listened and
asked questions.

Abdul Baha: According to statistics, the Pope was sixty-
thousand souls working under him - Cardinals, Bishops,
Clergy of various ranks, missionaries, nuns. They claim
three-hundred-million followers. They have also one-hundred
millions in wealth, but they are declining day by day. I have
nothing; I am single and alone, but the world is disturbed.
Astonishing news comes from Teheran, Irak, (Mesopotamia),
from all parts of Persia, from Tabriz, from Kurasan, and
everywhere. In Kerman and Rafsanjan there is resurrection.
The resurrection is in progress. In the meetings all are engaged
in the commemoration of God. Some believe and some deny.
It is extraordinary.

PN_1919 p070, PN_ 1920 p016, PN_ 1920 p028
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Words to Fugeta, Mrs. P. et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-06 in Haifa

Mrs. P.... When will the physicians learn to treat by proper
diet?

Abdul Baha: Ere long,- during this century. I treat myself
always by diet. Yesterday I treated myself with this butter.
Today it was not necessary, so I did not eat it. One day at
Adrianople I was with the Governor and we went to a garden
where pears were growing. The Governor picked some pears
with his own hand and gave them to me, insisting that I should
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eat them. I did not want them, but he insisted, so being em-
barrassed, I ate. The effect was disastrous. Immediately it
affected my chest. I fell down and had to be taken home. The
Governor came home with me. They put me in bed. One
brought me tea, another something else. I said, ‘Bring me
salt” I put a limp in my mouth. It tasted then better than
sugar. I began to suck it. The Governor asked, ‘What are
you doing?’ I said, ‘I am taking medicine! He said, ‘What
medicine?’ I said, ‘Salt” He said, ‘My God, my God, what a
medicine!” I took another piece and began to suck and a third
piece. I felt better and the trouble was gone. The Governor
said, ‘What are you doing?’ I said, ‘I am alright now. Taking
a book from his pocket, the Governor made a memorandum,
‘“Whoever becomes ill from eating pears should eat salt.’

In Akka there was a man, very short, an artist, a very good
man. His name was Hadi. One day he came to me and said,
‘This malaria is killing me. I have had it for two years. The
doctors prescribe medicine and it gets better for a few days,
but returns. I am dying. I joked with him, saying, ‘You do
not take any food.” He said, ‘O yes, I eat very welll” Jok-
ingly I said, ‘What food do you like best? I will mention the
names of different foods and you tell me what you like best -
pilau, abgousht, kofteh (made with pounded meat), baglaba (
sweet pastry with ground nuts), sweets, dried sour milk with
shourba.! When I said ‘Shourba-e- Kashk’ (dried sour milk
mixed with broth) he said, ‘And put some garlic in. I said,
‘Very well! They prepared it for him and he got well. Then he
was ill at another time and he told them to prepare the same
thing for him. That time he ate it and died. (Abdul Baha did
not order it the last time.)

PN_ 1919 p072

ABU0362

Words to Fugeta, Mrs. P. et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-07 in Haifa

Mrs. P.: Will Abdul Baha explain further what he means by
the words, ‘The only thing to disperse differences is the power
of the Covenant?

Abdul Baha: First of all, the Blessed Beauty made this
Covenant so that there should remain no differences. If there
remain any disagreements amongst the friends, or differences
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as to the meaning of the Book - in whatever way there may
arise any difference, Baha'u’llah says explicitly, ‘turn to him
(i.e., to the Center of the Covenant), whatever he says is
correct; and after him to the House of Justice! What is this
for? It is to dispel differences. If there are any differences
among the friends - e.g., between you and Dr. E. - whatever I
say, Baha'u’llah says, is correct. If I say you are in the right,
the other one must obey! If I say he must follow you, he must
do so, that there may remain no differences. This is for the
Bahai unity, without this, no Bahai unity can be obtained.
Notwithstanding that his holiness Christ said nothing about
Peter except the one word, ‘Thou art the rock and upon this
rock I build my church,” this word became cause of dispelling
differences, so that whatever Peter said the others would
accept. Should Peter say, ‘I believe so,” the others would say,
‘His holiness has said that thou art the rock, Peter’s faith
is correct. Whoever believes in what Peter believes, he is a
Christian.

This saying of Christ is a tradition. It is not from the pen of his
holiness. It is possible that one should deny it, but the Blessed
Beauty made this Covenant with his supreme pen. No one can
question it or deny it. He made it so that no differences of opin-
ion should remain. ‘If there arise any differences they should
be referred to him (the Center of the Covenant),” therefore the
Covenant is the greatest power. The Blessed Beauty is with
his Covenant and helps his Covenant. This power is the power
of the Blessed Beauty. Who can withstand it? The Zahyais
could not stand against it. They became humiliated and get
submissive. Whoever tried to oppose it perished, because the
Blessed Beauty is the assister of his cause. No one can say,
‘This is my opinion.” If there had not been the Covenant, there
would have been by now one thousand sects.

Mrs. P.: Was not Peter chosen by Christ because he had
recognized Christ’s station as the son of God?

Abdul Baha: His holiness Christ wished his followers to un-
derstand that whatever Peter said was correct. His holiness
was stating a general rule and nor referring to a particular
case. He does not say that in any particular case, Peter was
right. He said, ‘Thou art Peter and I shall erect my church
upon thee’ Had he told Peter that this particular testimony
of his was right, it would not be stating a general principle.
No one objected, whatever Peter said they would accept. But
this saying of Christ was an explicit Covenant (like that made
by Baha’u’llah). His holiness does not say that if the people
did not understand the meaning of the Bible they must turn
to Peter.
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We must talk a little of the things which bring happiness. Be-
cause these things refer to me I do not want to talk about them,
but you force me. If I do not speak on this subject, divisions
will arise, but T prefer not to talk of myself/ I wish always
to talk of the Blessed Beauty, of the things which will bring
happiness and be the cause of progress and of the illumination.
Whatever your heart wishes about him, ask. I know of nothing
else but him. Ask about him, I know, for I am annihilated in
him.

Mrs. P.: T wish we could get some stories about his youth.

Abdul Baha: I have already told such stories. Whatever I say
of the Blessed Beauty to any one, it belongs to all.

These Nakazeen talk and say that I write, ‘May my life be a
sacrifice to the dust of the feet of the friends!” but the friends
cannot write to me, ‘May you be a sacrifice for the dust of my
feet.” Could he write so? Could he say so? Now the Nakazeen
say, ‘As Abdul Baha writes, “May I be a sacrifice for the dust
of your feet,” this shows that the dust of our feet is noble than
he. He says so himself. Therefore the dust of our feet is nobler
than he! They say that Abdul Baha says in his prayers says,
‘O God, Thou art rich, I am poor. Thou art the Knower, I am
ignorant,” so Abdul Baha confesses that he is ignorant. ‘He
says, “I am a sinner, Thou art the Forgiver.” So he is a sinner
by his own confession. This is true that in comparison with
God I am a sinner. This I say, but no other person can say
that I am a sinner. Do not you pray, ‘O God forgive me!” Can
anyone say to another, ‘O thou sinner,” whilst he himself is a
sinner?

One said to Christ, ‘Good Lord,” and Christ replied, ‘Why
callest thou me good? There is none good save one, that is
God. Can we say that Christ was a sinner? It is permissible for
one in the station of his holiness Christ to say so but can anyone
else say that Christ was a sinner? No! Was he not a well-doer?
He said that because of his humility and submissiveness. He
was the best well-doer of all.

PN_ 1919 p073
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AB00415

To: Mirza Farajullah Khan son of Mirza Asadullah Khan et al.,

Date: 1920-Jan-07

O loving friends! It is morning and Abdul-Baha has drunk the
morning cup of the wine of the love of God and is in the utmost
joy and ecstasy. Therefore, remembering the friends of that
land and the companions of that meadow, he has undertaken to
write this letter. Praise be to God, the light of the Sun of Truth
has fallen upon all the East and the West and illumined the
world. From all regions the cry of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha is raised.
On earth the call of Ya Ali’u’l-A’la reaches to the ethereal
sphere. The ultimate hopes and desires of the friends have
appeared and the Beloved of the horizons has shed His radiance
upon East and West. These are the promises of the Promised
Beauty and the kindness of the Intended Lord.

Observe that although this terrible war has uprooted the foun-
dation of all peoples and all nations have fallen into great tur-
moil and compared to before have become disordered, have
declined and reached a state of fall and descent - except these
supplicating, imploring souls who are in the shadow of the fa-
vor of the Blessed Beauty and are day by day ascending and
progressing while all others are falling and declining. The call
of the Most Great Name is the tumult of the horizons and
the might of God’s Cause is the earthquake of the people of
discord. Necks have been humbled before the Word of God,
heads have bowed before the power of God, voices have been
quieted before the call of God, and faces have yielded before
the Self-Subsisting Lord.

3 Now in thankfulness for this great bounty, we who are ser-
vants of that Threshold and watchful attendants must with
complete sacrifice and perfect wisdom arise to exalt the Word
of God and spread the verses of God. Convey my longing
greetings to the friends of Najafabad. From the beginning of
the Revelation until now, blessed souls in that populous place
have sacrificed themselves in the path of God, have rejoiced
in sacrificing themselves, and have offered their blood in the
place of sacrifice of love. Therefore the glance of the favor of
the Blessed Beauty is ever encompassing and the outpourings
of the Intended Lord are complete.

O my God, my God! These are the sincere ones who have
bowed down at the gate of Thy oneness, who have humbled
themselves at the threshold of Thy holiness, who have knelt in
the court of Thy mercy, and who have prostrated themselves

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

in Isfahan

ole cldlie 5 ol e Ol OLL !
Sl o s ey A C,:s'- *65b 3 sme
E) )L) Q‘ dbb .)L \.:\‘L w\ A\b J )}w
A A.a-‘JJ sl u\ J‘ﬁ )\‘/GL/ d\ d\)}l.s
o)b\j’L})leCsMwﬁ”yJ;
3bp Bl o Sl enyt s 1y Oler
Lg\aU u:.ﬁ) oy 2 Q«“\ J..Lc LSV%/\:LFL’
5 Tl el Sy VI el
335 BBl s 56558 age 0L (gu)
s glaedey ) 0350 3 G121 o b
Spade O pa= 55 2
Juf&}d\my}uu&,» :
BE (..a\ ‘F as|Nl, b &=
ﬁ‘_g'wqujwsb\‘ ubk.ﬁo\
4;.:} vll,a)\) u\gb‘,f d;\? .,\..,\...“5"" OL‘LNJ
A oo O Ko Sty bya y bjie
)_}JJ)LJLJL?IUL&‘}L)){@JJM
5 bsiw J{ Sy L85 —‘Nﬁjwu
Ol 5 Cudbl 4 Jy V.B.p\ fw\ sla g
W Gl 5 Gl Jal vl A1
W} &l o)-\nj ub_)\ Caaas- g Al
(t}:d.)\ uju aﬁ)]‘v.&) 4.&)\ ;\.u U\WY\

OKay § b dle cle o falSa b
Slasle ol al Ol faads fgtﬂ ol
BEIS) f.*)‘;jr 41!\ 2«{ ;)h:\ B C,.Xb JK-
o o slaed bt il ol Les)
Gl 3 G85ke sl by allete oo F
o) gore Q‘Jﬁ gj“ J.:.\.w).b Ju b)ﬂjﬁ
Aless dlesls laile 5 wiles,é Lol
Hlosyd 10 1, s O he oKL 5 o
5 bt Sl dla b i oy),2 1

Sl Jo6 s pate & L
Sl Oy s 0] Via A
R S SITJNS R ES R
3 LS 5 Wi s, Saile,

40



Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABUO0513

in humility and brokenness before the horizon of Thy eternal-
ity. They spread Thy verses, proclaim Thy mysteries, pro-
mulgate Thy signs, recite Thy words, relate Thy glad-tidings,
explain Thy allusions, spare no effort in Thy service, never tire
of Thy remembrance, and never weaken in their servitude to
Thee. O Lord! Make them overflowing clouds, brilliant rays,
piercing meteors, and penetrating thunderbolts casting down
the Covenant-breakers and driving away the violators. Make
them signs of guidance among mankind, lights shining from
the supreme horizon, and perfect words in the scriptures and
tablets, possessing the best virtues, detesting the people of vice,
speaking Thy praise among the tribes. Therefore make them,
O my God, guides of Thy creation who guide to righteousness
and call to prosperity and success in that furthest region and
loftiest shore. Verily Thou art the Confirmer, the Supporter,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous.
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Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-07 in Haifa

Abdul Baha: Amongst the proofs of the Blessed Beauty was
the fact that two blood-thirsty monarchs opposed his cause.
All the people of Persia resisted it. All the Ulama resisted
his cause and he became victorious over all and these were de-
feated. He was single and alone, without help or assistance
and four times he was exiled. Each exile became the means of
strengthening his cause. From Persia they exiled him, saying,
‘Now his cause is uprooted. No more trace of him will remain.
But no! If he had not come to Baghdad his cause would not
have made such progress in Persia. Then two monarchs united
and exiled him from Baghdad to Constantinople. ‘If he goes
further fro Persia,” they said, he will be uprooted sooner.” But
instead of that his cause was elevated. He paid no heed to the
Ottoman power. This is why the Ottoman minister became so
angry. The Persian ambassador was authorized by the Persian
government to exert himself to the utmost to get the Blessed
Beauty removed from Constantinople to Adrianople. He tried
so much that he nearly killed himself in the attempt. Because
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of his efforts he went to Persia hoping to become Prime Min-
ister and receive his reward. When he went to Persia he said,
‘Whatever I can do in the matter of exiling the Blessed Beauty,
I did and my efforts were ultimately successful in getting him
sent to Akka, but this was a very difficult affair. But the justi-
fication for it is this: When Baha’u’llah arrived in Constantino-
ple he became the cause of the honor of Persia, for he took no
notice of the Ottoman government. All other Persians who
have come even the princes, have been the cause of Persia’s hu-
miliation for they used to go to the Minister’s house begging
- one would beg a living, another would beg nationalization,
and so on. But when Baha'u’llah arrived in Constantinople
he paid no heed to us (Persian officials) nor to the Ottoman
government. He (the Ambassador) was an enemy and this is
the witness he gave.

They sent the Blessed Beauty from Constantinople. His cause
became elevated and when they sent his to the prison for mur-
derers and highway robbers in Akka, in that prison he raised
his banner. He wrote epistles to all the sovereigns. He wrote
to Napoleon 3rd, to the Emperor of Germany, to the Shah
of Persia, to the Ottoman Vizier (Ali Pasha), To Sultan Ab-
dul Aziz. In prison his power became apparent. This was a
manifest proof. In Sural-ul-Hylk, these letters are published.

J.E.: Was the letter to Ra’is addressed to the Sultan of Turkey
or to the Vizier?

Abdul Baha: To the Vizier (Prime Minister) - Ali Pasha in
whose hands was the control of affairs.

Dr. C.: Did Baha’u’llah write to the United States also?

Abdul Baha: Yes! He wrote to the President of the Republic
who was killed. It is in the beginning of Hykl - all of it.

Briefly, two bloodthirsty monarchs, while Baha’u’'ullah was in
prison, tired with all the Ulama and all the ministers of the two
governments, to withstand him but they could not. One of the
monarchs was killed, the other was dethroned. The more they
killed the Bahais, the more the light spread. The more they
tried to raze the cause to its foundation, the stronger it became.
The more they tried to cover up this light, the brighter it shone.
The darker and dingier the prisons, the clearer became the
illumination. What proof could be greater than this? When
his holiness Moses appeared, a member of the household of
Pharaoh became a believer. When the ministers of Pharaoh
consulted concerning Moses and resolved to kill, exile or get
rid of him, this believer was amongst them. He concealed his
faith, but at the end he spoke his opinion as follows: ‘Moses
does nothing except to assert the oneness of God. Should he
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be killed for this? He says God is all mighty. Is this a reason
for killing him? Either he is telling the truth or he is not. If he
is untruthful, there is no need for you to do anything. He will
come to naught. Do not take useless trouble. Why strike at a
tree that has no root? A tree that has no root no doubt will
become dry. Why take trouble about it? But if he is truthful
your efforts will be of no avail. Without doubt his banner will
be raised and whatever he wishes to do will be done’

PN_ 1919 p075

ABU1274

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-07 in Haifa

A.B. T will tell you heavenly Glad-tidings. The Glad-tidings of
God are of two kinds - one is traditional, the other intellectual.
I will speak of the intellectual glad-tidings. It is this, that the
Cause of the Blessed Beauty in every way is clearly proved.
The proof is not of one kind only, but of all kinds. One is at a
loss to know which proof to begin with.

In Europe, in the great assemblies talks were given. I spoke
to the eminent people. I remember that one day I met one of
the members of Parliament. He asked me, ‘What is the proof
of his holiness Baha'u’llah— I want it in a concise and useful
form. I said the concise and sufficient proof is that Baha’u’llah
in such a prison as Acca, and when under chains, raised His
banner. In Teheran He was in prison and under chains. In
Acca he was in prison. Under these circumstances he raised
it.” When I mentioned this proof he became very silent. I said,
‘Just one word more. There is nothing recorded comparable to
this. What power is this that from the beginning of the world
until today such a thing has not happened.

S Mrs. P. memorizes these glad-tidings. These things have
spiritual power. Write these things, but talking about other
things will not give this spirituality. It was of these things I
used to speak and no one could raise objections. Did you ever
see in America, in Washington, in the Churches and meetings
that anyone rose to oppose me? It was in your house in Wash-
ington that there was a general meeting in the morning and
one for the notables on the afternoon. Did you ever see one
person dispute what I said? Why, because it was about such
Glad-Tidings that I talked.
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There was a Judge who came to listen—He said nothing. Then

I asked him, ‘What dost thou say?’ All were present. He said:

‘All right” (The Master repeated in English, ‘all right.) Do
you remember it? For we used to talk of these subjects, so that
no one could gainsay what we said.

PN__1920 p016, PN__1919 p075, PN__ 1920 p029

AB11983

To: Baha’is of Rusht (Tabriz)
Date: 1920-Jan-07

My beloved friends! I offer thanks to God for in that village the
light of truth shone forth and the sun of guidance arose. That
desolate place became prosperous. His honor Mulla ‘Abbasquli
burned like a candle and guided a group of people. For that
respected personage I beseech confirmation and success from

God. He is worthy of respect and deserving of consideration.

May my Lord preserve and protect you, may His glance of
favor encompass you, may He make you the manifestations of
abundant grace. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

Joh Ly sl S o Sl Al
RN RES TP BIIRGVIVES s P e
Mo s 0 ) gaxp o‘)}«hﬁ d)\ Lg.\czb
o sl St e Jale
O i Ol ae iz O3 ) 6oy IV
o0l e el Ghy o pel
Wb Opae 5 Lyiz g @) 5o3Y &l
bl sppe b plhs el dyete Gle ki

e el e

BRL_DAK#0321

ABU2499

Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-08 in Haifa

One of the friends from Rafsanjan asked whether he would have
the privilege of visiting Akka once more. The Master answered
(in substance) as follows:

God willing, you will go the day after tomorrow. I am planning
arrangements whereby friends may be able to stay at Bahji for
a few nights. At present that cannot be carried out owing to
lack of bedding, etc., but we hope that in the future it will
become possible. I could send away the people who are living
in the Palace, but I do not wish to do that. I wish to treat them
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kindly. I expect that soon we shall have two motor cars which
will make it easy for the friends to go frequently to Akka.

We have lately received wonderful news - more wonderful than
you can imagine or suppose, but now is not the time to make it
fully known. However I will give you a hint about it. Nations
are asking for assistance from the Bahai cause. Now is the time
for us to work I swear by the Blessed Beauty that if we live and
act according to the teachings of Baha’u’llah for one year, all
the doors will be opened before us and the world will become
a wonderful world. Until now we have been greatly oppressed.
Suppose you have a bird in this room with all the doors and
windows closed - the bird cannot fly. The Bahai cause has
been like that bird, but now is the time of our freedom. The
restrictions are removed. Now we must make an effort and the
cause will make wonderful progress.

(The above was written down from memory the following morn-
ing and not taken down verbatim at the time.)

PN_1919 p077, PN__1920 p011, PN_ 1920 p019

ABU0402

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-09 in Haifa

Amongst the proofs of the Blessed Beauty is this: That what he
revealed in tablets about fifty years ago is accomplished today.
Amongst his prophecies are those about the Turks in Kitab-
i-Aqdas, Surat-ul-Hykl and in the Tablet to Ra’is. Whatever
was revealed has now been accomplished. He addressed Con-
stantinople fifty years ago as follows: ‘O thou Point which liest
between the two seas (i.e., Constantinople) ...Hath thine out-
ward adornment rendered thee proud? Soon thou shalt perish,
by the Lord of Creation! And thy daughters and widows and
those peoples that are within thee shall lament. He also says:
‘We hear from amongst you the hooting of the owl” This is
Arabic means it will become ruined, for the owl haunts ruined
places. And in the Tablet to Ra’is (addresses to Ali Pasha,
Prime Minister) he said: ‘Soon thou shalt be overthrown.” To
Persia, at a time when the shah Nasiru’dDin was in the height
of his power, he wrote, addressing Teheran, foretelling politi-
cal disturbances and the establishment of constitutional gov-
ernment, he said: ‘thou wilt become desolate and because of
commotions great loss will come upon thee, but be not grieved,
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for thou art related to God and God will assist and satisfy thee.
He will grant thee a Shah who will be the cause of thy comfort.

An epistle was written to Napoleon, but Napoleon did not take
any notice of it.

Dr. E. asked, ‘Is the first Epistle to Napoleon in the Sural-ul-
Hykl?

Abdul Baha: No! This epistle has been lost sight of. Then
another epistle was revealed. In the second tablet he says:
‘I wrote to thee to test thee. For thou hadst said when the
Ottoman fleet was sunk by the Russians in the Black Sea and
when the Czar of Russia said to thee, ‘O Emperor, I am a
Christian and thou art a Christian, why does thou not come
to my assistance?’ - thou didst say, ‘The cry of those (i.e., the
Turks) who were drowned in the Black Sea reached my ears
and awakened me. I wrote to thee, ‘How did that cry affect
thee?” But thou didst not answer. Then it became evident
that it was not that cry of lamentation that awakened thee.
Nay, rather, it was thine own ambition that awakened thee. I
tell thee plainly that thou wilt be punished and the kingdom
will pass out of thine hand.” This was addressed to Napoleon
when he was at the zenith of his power, but ere long he was
overthrown. This prophecy is published and is in the hands of
the opposers and enemies.

He addressed the Emperor of Germany in forcible terms as
follows: ‘See what happened to Napoleon (3rd) who was before
thee. Be admonished and leave thy pride. Thy kingdom will
not remain to thee. I hear the lamentations and moaning of
Berlin, although it is now in manifest glory.

The occurrences which have been foretold by the Supreme Pen
are innumerable. E.g. About the coming of the Blessed One
from Adrianople to Akka. He said: ‘They will imprison me in
Akka. There the climate is detestable and the water is foul’
At that time the water in Akka was very bad.

Dr. E.: Was this written before the Ottoman government had
decided to send Baha'u’llah to Akka?

Abdul Baha: Yes! The Blessed Beauty wrote: ‘These things
will not affect me. If they cut me to pieces the cause of God
will prosper in every way.’

When he was in the barracks at Akka and no one was allowed
outside the prison walls, he wrote tablets to the friends say-
ing, ‘Be not grieved. These doors will soon open and I will
go out and my tent will be pitched on Mount Carmel” When
the firman of the Ottoman government commanding everlast-
ing punishment (i.e. imprisonment for life) came the Blessed
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Beauty said, ‘No! I will go out, the friends will go out also.
After two (?) years this prophecy was fulfilled.

Miss B.: Did the Blessed Beauty prophecy that after the Great
War all religions would be investigated and the Bahai move-
ment would prevail?

Abdul Baha: No! It is not so. He said: ‘Great events would
happen and people will become irreligious. There will be tu-
mult and because of irreligion there will be such confusion that
all will be indistress. Then they will return to religion. As long
as there is no religion, the happiness of the world of man is im-
possible.” If thou (Miss B.) wishest, I will show thee the tablet
tomorrow.

Mrs. P.: Was the letter to the Emperor of Germany addressed
to Wilhelm 2nd or to Frederick, his father?

Abdul Baha: To Emperor Wilhelm. He said, ‘O Banks of
the River Rhine, blood shall flow in thee, because thou didst
become negligent of God. Another war will come and blood
will flow and there shall be lamentations in Berlin.

Mrs. P.: Is this something in the future, because in the recent
war there was no fighting at the River Rhine?

Abdul Baha: It has already happened. The Rhine is between
Germany and France. The phrase refers to the whole of Ger-
many. When they speak of the banks of the Mediterranean,
that includes all Syria, for this country is situated on the bank
of the Mediterranean Sea.

PN_ 1919 p078

AB01346

To: Spiritual Assembly of Mashhad
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O my faithful friends! The letter you wrote was received and
from its contents eternal joy was obtained, for it was evidence
that in Khurasan difficulties have eased somewhat, the sea has
surged again and the cry of the whale of the Supreme Con-
course has been heard. Before the Ascension that region had
superiority over other regions - the call was loud and day by
day grew brighter. This is why before the Ascension they com-
manded that I convey blessed greetings and divine messages to
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that land. That detailed letter was written, but due to several
reasons and the severe attacks of enemies and the aggressive
hand of oppressors and complete persecution, some quietness
resulted. Praise be to God, now that region has come into
motion again and a new vibration has been produced, and this
has caused intense joy for the yearning ones.

I read the letter with utmost spirit and fragrance and became
delighted and happy, for this was the heart’s desire. Praise be
to God, the assemblies have become organized and the effort
of the handmaidens of the Merciful has also joined in, and in
these days the forces of the opponents have weakened, and his
honor Aga Mirza Munir has hastened to that direction and
with an eloquent tongue and fluent speech has encouraged the
friends and undertaken the guidance of others and gathered the
scattered sheep and the dejected birds have come to song and
melody and the rose garden has been adorned with sweet music.
The family of His Holiness Samandar are truly all engaged in
service - they are self-sacrificing, they are devoted, they are of
the Merciful, they are of the All-Glorious. The hope is that
henceforth day by day the Word of God will become louder and
the effulgences of the Sun of Reality will become more radiant.

O my God, my God! These are servants who are humble before
Thy exalted Word, submissive in their servitude to Thee, bow-
ing down at the gate of Thy oneness, and prostrate before Thy
grandeur, detached from all else but Thee, attracted by Thy
holy fragrances, chanting the verses of Thy unity, their breasts
dilated by the rays shining from the horizon of Thy oneness,
sacrificing their spirits in Thy path, constant in Thy remem-
brance, drawing sustenance from Thy bounties. O Lord! Have
mercy upon them through Thy grace and bounty, and make
them signs of sanctity amongst Thy creation and banners of
detachment in Thy lands. O Lord! Strengthen their loins and
fortify their backs in servitude at Thy mighty threshold and
in worship of Thee night and day, and in fellowship with Thy
loved ones evening and morn. Verily Thou art the Generous,
verily Thou art the Mighty, verily Thou art the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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AB01740

To: Baha’is of Najafabad
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O true friends of Abdul-Baha! That blessed village was always
engaged in defense against the ignorant people and never had
peace. Since they were incapable and helpless in presenting
proofs, they would resort to weak weapons which are char-
acteristic of the incapable and helpless - they would attack
with arrows and swords. But the friends of God would present
proofs and engage with decisive arguments. They would offer
clear evidence and prepare the way, and resist with this power.
Many precious souls rolled in dust and blood in the path of
God, became ornaments for the gallows, became targets of ar-
rows and spears, and crying out “Ya Baha’ul-Abha” sacrificed
their lives on the altar of love.

Therefore that region and land is the manifestation of the fa-
vors of the Self-Subsisting Lord. Abdul-Baha’s hope is that
those kind friends will all share and participate with Abdul-
Baha in servitude at the Threshold of the All-Merciful. We
are all servants at that Court and worshippers at that Thresh-
old. In any case, you are always remembered and I will visit
the Holy Threshold on your behalf, kiss the Threshold, and
rub my face and hair in the fragrant dust in remembrance of
you.

In these days, praise be to God, the power of the Cause of God
has broken the might of the traditional clergy, and the radiance
of the Abha Kingdom has exposed the darkness of the leaders.
Their severe domination is not like before. It is hoped that
the divine friends will create a new enthusiasm and passion so
that blessed village may become the cause of awakening and
remembrance for the people of other villages. From the begin-
ning of the Cause, the region of Isfahan was honored by the
blessed footsteps of the Point of Truth, the Luminous Morn-
ing Star, the Brilliant Star of the horizon of truth, the Source
of bounties and Center of divine manifestations - the Exalted
One, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him. Many souls sacri-
ficed themselves with utmost attraction and joy, and that land
was stained with their blessed blood. Therefore Abdul-Baha is
always anticipating that region to become a paradise of delight
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and be illumined by the manifest light. Convey to each and ev-
ery one of the friends the Most Glorious and Most Wonderful
greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04500

To: Ra’fat, Abdu’l-Husayn Muharrir et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O spiritual friends! A few days ago a letter was written to the
Spiritual Assembly and the divine friends, but it has not yet
been sent. Now, as a letter signed by you has arrived, I am
writing another reply so that you may know how this servant’s
heart and soul are engaged in your remembrance. A sweet
fragrance is wafting from Isfahan. The spiritual friends have
arisen to serve with the utmost endeavor. Meetings and gather-
ings have been formed and they are occupied with diffusing the
divine fragrances. The youth especially must strive night and
day in this important matter of teaching. That blessed region
has been dyed crimson with the blood of martyrs, therefore this
servant has the utmost attachment to it and is always waiting
for glad tidings to come from that direction. The Tablets that
belonged to the King of Martyrs and have come into the posses-
sion of the friends from strangers - preserve and protect these
Tablets with the utmost reverence and honor. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05380

To: Rustam Bahman et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O kind friends! The elder Rustam Bahman has written a letter
to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and mentioned your august names in the let-
ter, and has asked through ‘Abdu’l-Baha for forgiveness and
pardon from the Court of Unity for all. Praise be to God that
the star of the blessing and forgiveness of the Blessed Beauty
is shining and radiant from the cosmic horizon in the heavenly
world. Therefore we, who are servants of that Threshold, hope
for favors and entreat grace. It is certain that the grace of the
Manifest Light will prevail over these sinners. Therefore be
in the utmost joy and delight, for the Sun of Truth is shining
forth from the horizon of forgiveness, and surely that boundless
Ocean will purify and cleanse the defilement of these sinners.
The heat of the sun purifies and cleanses, and the radiance of
the Star of Truth will dissipate and remove all darkness. This
is the most great glad tidings, this is the supreme bounty, these
are the infinite divine outpourings. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Splendor.

4 Qb e g e Ol OLL G
asl o 1y W ol lob y 3K JWlue
Ol By gl ) 5 ens 5
W el g ey ) el o6
Sl a5, T 5 alix LSS
3 ez Olel Ol o OLST 3l )
ol el (fuj\ O fode & Lo 1AL OLL
b &l oy Slasl sl ol
Sl a1 OLKAS o)  JIl cps y
O Chie e § AL 0, 5 )
sbos O @l 5 aloin 2 i 3l
e s S OLSE o) So ol
3 ol ghn y pll o o)l Ao s
ke 1, OUB == S S8 é"
Cdy) ekie )l o) Al i B
5 A Plasl Ologd i) 65 S

eI T e

YARP2.138 p.156

AB08336

To: Khudadad et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O Zoroastrian friends! Every people among the peoples had
their day of triumph, and on that day they held great festivities
and established feasts of joy and delight. Today is your day,
it is your time of joy and gladness, for the Persian Sun hath
shone forth from the horizon of Iran and cast its rays upon all
regions. Ere long Iran shall become the envy of the world and
the Iranians shall become the object of the world’s admiration.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08623

To: Jamshid Bahram et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O compassionate Lord! These souls are servants of Thy Thresh-  , aslil *ose 3lS™ o 0L e 85,5, &
old and are in the utmost truthfulness and uprightness. Fill — Jul (-\? G35 By s Bde Sl o
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cious souls may attain unto the highest degree of success and Ly 5 ot

prosperity. Thou art the Powerful, Thou art the Giver, the

Bestower, and the All-Seeing. BSHN.140.254, BSHN.144.254, MJM.J3.070a,
MMG2+#394 p.441, MHT2.121a,
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YARP2.253 p.221

AB11480

To: Muhammad Amin Ajudan Bashi, in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Jan-09

O servant of Truth! Your recent letter was received.... veedeory W& 5] Al u" oy gl 1

“from every direction you had sent arrows of prayer hoping «le 3§ als Olsy 365 s g ,& a5l 2
that perhaps among them one would find its mark.”... sy f)g <

MSHR2.073x

ABU1508

Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-10 in Bahji

Abdul Baha: We are in a sweet place where our food is also
sweet (Honey from the violets and molasses from grapes).

Among the proofs are the teachings of the Blessed Perfection,
Such teachings as have not been given since the beginning of
the world and these teachings refer to all mankind and the
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highest degree of advice is at hand. Advices in the utmost of
eloquence and rhetoric, morals in the highest degree of perfec-
tion, politics in the highest degree of perfection, laws in the
utmost of firmness, public management in the utmost of regu-
lation. Whatever the world of humanity is in need of is to be
found here.

All the religions of the world see the utmost perfection of man
in these.

The Jews are attached to laws, even until now they are proud,
saying, ‘Our Book is the Book which contains laws.” The teach-
ings and exhortations which his holiness Christ gave the Chris-
tians can be found in Baha’u’llah’s teachings. Politics are in
the Koran. The Muslims can find politics in the utmost degree
in the teachings of Baha’u’llah. Such fundamental things that
are useful, as equality and freedom, these can be found in the
laws of Baha’u’llah.

The kings will remain kings, ministers - ministers; the rich
- rich; the poor will be in comfort and each person of hu-
manity can find his greatest desire herein. These teachings of
Baha’u’llah are all inclusive. Other teachings are like branches
but the teachings of Baha'u’llah are like the trunk of a tree
which sends out all branches.

These are from a person who never entered a school, who had
never seen a teacher, who had never associated with people of
learning and who had from the beginning of his life been in
the utmost of tribulation. Such teachings are divine. What
greater proofs are these!

PN_1919 p080, PN_ 1920 p011, PN_ 1920 p019

ABU1579

Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-10 in Haifa

Abdul Baha: In Paris one of the notable representatives of
France invited me to attend an evening party and I went. We
saw that they had prepared a big banquet with sweets and
cakes of many kinds. There were well known musicians who
played and sang. Pianists, violinists, cellists, flutes players
and one young man and a young lady sang. Many noted people
were present. I had thought they desired me to give an address
but I found it was not so. I became extremely grieved that
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night. They played and sang but I was in agony. When it was
four hours after sunset I rose. The host asked me to sit. I said,
‘It is our custom to sleep four hours after sunset.” The host
said, ‘We are just going to have dance. I excused myself/ He
became greatly astonished that with such music and dancing
I should desire to leave. I said, ‘I am sleepy. I desire to go.’
He was surprised. The son of Zele Sultan was there, Bahram
Mirza, and a few of the Persian ministers. I said, ‘These will
be my representatives. They will hear these tunes and if there
be a dance they will dance also. Excuse me, I wish to go” That
night I was very uncomfortable.

Dr. E. said, ‘You were like a fish out of water.
Abdul Baha: Tt is so. You have expressed it very well. Bravo!

Dr. E. asked if Abdul Baha had heard the report of the Com-
mittee of Nineteen in the United States. The report seems
more wonderful to us than the Acts of the Apostles.

Abdul Baha: God willing, they will become assisted. Every
night I pray and supplicate to the kingdom of Abha and beg
confirmation.

PN_ 1919 p080

ABU2500

Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-11 in Akka

Garden of the Ridvan

Abdul Baha: “In the days of the Blessed Perfection this was
a place of recreation. He used to sit there (pointing) and the
friends used to sit around on those seats. Words and prayers
used to be revealed and they were all in the utmost of humility
and submissiveness. One day I came here with the Motesareff
(Governor). His holiness Baha'u’llah was here and the friends
were here. He did not receive the Motesareff. He did not meet
him. He did not meet me, either. He said, ‘Return with the
Motasereff,” and I returned.”

“Baha’u’llah was thus imprisoned, with such glory and author-
ity, and he did not take any notice of the Motesareff. From all
his qualities the signs of power and greatness were apparent.
Even in his imprisonment and his oppression (the signs were
apparent).”
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Then Abdul Baha said, “The place is greatly in need of repair.”

PN_1919 p081, PN_ unsorted p108

ABUO717

Words to Fugeta et al, spoken on 1920-Jan-12 in Akka

Baha’u’llah’s House at Akka

The owner of this house was a native of Beirut. He himself used
to live here. When the government gave permission for us to
leave the barracks we wanted to rent a house. His partner had
built a palace outside Akka and his house (adjoining this one)
became empty. We wanted to take that house and the partner
was willing, but when the owner heard of this he became furi-
ously angry, saying, ‘How can I be content to live with those
strangers. How can I have trust and confidence in them?’ His
partner said, ‘I trust them. These are not people to be afraid
of. If they do not pay the rent I will be responsible for them.
The Russian Consul at that time, Mr. Urens, was a relative of
the owner of the house. He was a honorary interpreter in the
government service. (In former times certain people, for the
sake of the honor, used to work for the government without
salary.) He said to the owner of the house, ‘You do not know
these people. They are not highway robbers and they have
not been guilty of any treachery to the nation. They have
been sent here because of some religious matter. Rest assured
about this! Notwithstanding this the owner of the house was
still distrustful and dissatisfied, until a Greek doctor in Akka
who was also related to him, implored on their behalf, saying,
‘The Consul and I will be responsible” At last they satisfied
him and we came and lived in the small house adjoining this.
The owner of the house carefully nailed up the doors connect-
ing the two houses, both in the upper and lower floors, so that
there should be no going and coming between the two houses.

Less than a fortnight afterwards we heard a knocking at the
door. On opening it we found the wife of the owner of the
house who had come to visit the ladies. She asked, ‘Why do
you not come to visit us?’ They answered, ‘You have nailed up
the doors between the houses. She said, ‘Ah! We did not know
you, at first, but now the doors must be opened, both upstairs
and downstairs, and you can fetch water (from our house).’
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Less than a month elapsed, and I was sitting downstairs one
day, when the owner of the house himself, came and said, ‘I
want to go to Beirut and I can trust no one. I have in the house
money and jewels. I have three daughters and two sons-in-laws,
but I cannot trust them, and even my partner. I want to leave
things in your charge and go. I can trust no one else. I beg
of you to let one of your people live in my house so that I can
feel assured until I return after a few months. I said, ‘I cannot
promise. Get someone else to undertake the charge and do not
put it on me.” He said, ‘It is impossible. If you do not consent,
I shall have to give up this journey’ And he made an oath by
Jamal-i Mobarak. I was therefore obliged to consent, and sent
one of the Bahais to live in the house and take care of it until
his return. He was exceedingly grateful and said, ‘Never in all
my life before have I traveled with my mind so much at ease
as now, for I have the utmost confidence in you.

PN__1919 p081

AB06388

To: Zivar Sultan Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Jan-13

O leaf of the Ultimate Lote-Tree! For some time the way was
cut off and the doors were closed, therefore no letter was writ-
ten. However, my heart and spirit were occupied with your
remembrance, and from the endless favors of the Desired One,
I hoped that you would be protected in the shelter of the Divine
Unity and preserved under the shadow of His favors.

In these days, the handmaiden of God Diya was married to his
honor Mahmud. Praise be to God, this union and celebration
was accomplished with complete joy. It occurred at a most
opportune time, and this was due to that blessed leaf’s good
intentions. I hope from divine favors that they will live together
in perfect harmony.

Convey my respectful greetings to his honor, the branch of the
Ultimate Lote-Tree, Aqa Siyyid Husayn, and likewise to the
other friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

o, & 3y é:v oe Foyde fdyy (gl
A 62)& 10d sedue Oyl 5 5y @kﬂn
S )y i I 5T - 5 B U
2§ 228 ey spake O Ol
hle 53y O Codel Oam Ope
L2l Lz Ol

Ad 4R O g b)) ('Li‘ @U:Qaaﬁ\aﬁ\ 2
Jpam s 5 QLAY O ys o pli b ]
5 e ) G s A @l B8 ol 2L
SUERRPIRSIN IR g SRS
sl G KL oo Sl s §

.x;ﬂ Bl Ol G Foyde §p D pat 3

5 by a2z Cf e 185 e

S 5 1y ey bl 5 OLL Sl e
PR

INBAS8T7:108, INBA52:107, KHAF.282

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 56


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1919.pdf#page=81
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=110
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=109
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/635.pdf#page=282

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB12107

AB08927

To: Murvarid et al., in Yazd
Date: 1920-Jan-13

O ye assured souls! The honored pilgrim is returning to his
familiar homeland and seeketh a gift for you, and that gift is
a letter from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I too have engaged in writing this
letter with utmost kindness, that ye may know that ye are
mentioned at the Sacred Threshold and are renowned in the
presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I beseech for you the forgiveness of
the Almighty God, and seek tranquility of heart and soul, and
deliverance from tests, that ye may become an adornment to
creation. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1920-Jan-17

Let the servants of the unity of the human race - the beloved
of God, upon whom be the Most Glorious Glory - observe:

O esteemed souls! Praise be to God that the fire of war has
been extinguished in most lands and peace and tranquility
have, to some degree, been established. Through God’s favors,
my hope is that this fire will be completely quenched and that
the banner of peace and concord will wave over all horizons.
Although this is but the beginning of the dawn of universal
peace, I hope that through divine assistance and grace its ra-
diant sun will rise and illumine all horizons with the light of
unity, harmony and the Most Great Peace. May wise souls
arise in all regions who will be freed from religious prejudices,
racial prejudices, political prejudices and national prejudices,
for as long as these prejudices hold sway in the human world,
comfort and ease will be non-existent and every day conflict
and strife will arise for some reason or another.
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Observe that although the history of early centuries is not
known with certainty as it should be - indeed, events from
ten thousand years ago are completely unknown and history is
dark - from the past four or five thousand years until now one
can rely on historical records. Throughout this entire period,
in most regions of the world the flames of war reached their
highest intensity, and these bloody conflicts arose either from
religious prejudices, racial prejudices, national prejudices, or
political prejudices.

Thus it has become clear and evident that prejudice destroys
the foundation of humanity. Until these prejudices are elimi-
nated from human hearts, the banner of human unity will not
wave over East and West. These prejudices still cause upheaval
in the human world and deprive humanity from discovering
truth. The proof of this is that these eastern lands were very
dark, gloom prevailed, and the people of the East were burning
in the fire of oppression and tyranny. Souls were destroyed by
the lash of despotism, properties were plundered, comfort was
utterly cut off, and no one felt secure about their life, property,
or severe transgressions. They were always fearful. Agriculture
declined, industry deteriorated, commerce suffered losses, pub-
lic wealth was pillaged and plundered. The East was afflicted
with these great calamities until the dust of war settled and the
dawn of peace and tranquility gradually began to appear. The
just British government gained dominion over these regions,
bringing comfort and peace of mind to different nations and
religions, and all became secure in their lives, property and
comfort.

However, they have taken such a great blessing lightly and have
occupied themselves with vain imaginings. Religious prejudice,
racial prejudice, political prejudice and national prejudice have
been aroused, and dissatisfaction with the present condition is
being expressed, for certain self-centered agitators are disturb-
ing the minds of the common people, saying, “Complete inde-
pendence is life and lack of complete independence is death.
Although we have been delivered from the calamities of op-
pression and transgression, we do not have independence. We
must strive until we achieve complete independence.”

Consider how in times of independence, when there was no
ruling law and no order prevailed, the heads of government,
like a crushing nightmare, dominated the nation, and day by
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day the country and civilization declined. Independence is cer-
tainly acceptable and praiseworthy, but only on condition that
complete civilization and great political skill exist in the coun-
try. If the people themselves do not progress in political and
moral civilization, independence is not beneficial but harmful.
Nations that have not properly progressed in civilization derive
no benefit from independence, as experience has shown.

For example, Iran was independent for eight hundred years, yet
this independence was never beneficial. Day by day it declined
until Iran was laid waste, especially in recent times. Now for
nearly twenty years, the flames of civil war have been burning
in Iran. All provinces have been devastated, the people’s prop-
erty has been plundered and pillaged, the earthquake of disor-
der has shaken Iran, various parties have emerged, and each
party having its own desires, they are constantly in conflict and
strife. Russia had gained dominance and was committing all
manner of transgressions. Now all roads between districts are
cut off, nomadic tribes roam wild in transgression, commerce is
declining, industry is deteriorating, agriculture is diminishing,
and famine and scarcity prevail. Now the just British govern-
ment has made a treaty with Iran, and because of this treaty is
striving for order, organization, the restraint of evil-doers, and
the comfort of the people, dealing with utmost love and kind-
ness. But the self-serving people of ulterior motives are not at
peace. Each day they make new excuses. Their purpose is for
Iran to fall back into the hands of despotic persons in the old
manner, and like before, which has been tried for a thousand
years, for the people to become captive again, so that these
instigators may gain great influence in the process and serve
their own personal interests.

The just British government has repeatedly saved Iran from
foreign clutches. Nearly a hundred years ago, Russia defeated
the Iranian government and gained control of many Iranian
provinces, and was close to conquering Tehran. The British
government saved Iran from Russia’s clutches and likewise pro-
tected it from other neighboring powers. Had this protection
not existed, the country of Iran would have been conquered
repeatedly by other powers by now.

Now there is no doubt that Great Britain’s intervention in
organizing Iran according to the new treaty will bring about
results: internal disorders will vanish, parties will be restrained
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from war and conflict, rest and comfort will be achieved, secu-
rity of roads will be attained, civilization will progress, and
agriculture, farming and industry, day by day will increase
and the means of civilization be realized in every respect - the
extension of railways, the development of abandoned mines,
the emergence of the country’s wealth, the advancement of ed-
ucation, and justice in safeguarding the rights of all peoples.
However, the non-intervention of civilized nations and govern-
ments in Iran has been tried for a thousand years and has
yielded no benefit. We hope that complete civilization will ad-
vance in Iran to such a degree that it becomes the cause of
Iran’s happiness, enabling them to demonstrate their capabili-
ties and progress day by day. But the present situation holds
absolutely no benefit.

For example, like Egypt in the time of Ismail Pasha - I went
to Egypt, and though Egypt was independent, it was declining
day by day. Egypt’s treasury was drowning in debt, education
was completely absent except for a few religious schools. Now,
during my recent journey to Egypt a few years ago, I saw that
Urwat al-Wuthqga alone had established twenty-four schools in
Alexandria, and similarly in other cities and villages, primary
and higher schools had been formed and youth were pursu-
ing education. The former officials were all ignorant; the new
officials are all graduates of schools. Previously the general
revenue was eight million; now it has exceeded twenty million.
Cotton payments were thirteen million before; now they are
nearly fifty million. Land was worth thirty or forty pounds per
feddan; now land prices have reached three to four hundred
pounds. Village inhabitants were needy and drowning in debt;
now the inhabitants are free from debt and desolate villages
have become prosperous.

Observe how much the region of Egypt has progressed. Had
it remained in its previous independence, it would certainly
have declined day by day. Ismail Pasha had collected property
taxes three years in advance, and likewise all other dealings
were extremely wasteful, as if the region of Egypt had been
created for him alone. Now, praise be to God, all these trans-
gressions have been eliminated, people’s rights are protected,
the hands of the powerful are bound from transgression, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5025 adals VM, 5k e
5oy aylanl J\v\a-) &ﬁ‘-")‘ 5 u‘f‘
> Dy Lol ol 5557 J°”L’ u“L”‘
Coluo 5 Coly) 5 S Wl 37 e
S Aol Cue J.:Lw) JJ; 093! yax sy
degr Olre ;:f u.b\ w558 ool
e A 54t 2t oKl Oy Jﬁdl""""
) o psF G dsle lue &8 35
3 daze Qo s s dsle pe bl e
T Sl 042 4y 2 ol S8 O
A e & olpdesl Sl wdly J g
e & Aoy Samun bl 35 Ol 5
s ALls & sl s 58 O Soslew
o ol Jbo Ly lé AT ETVETIY ~\~L°

3,005 Sokls 1yl

b o L Jelel Ol s jae gl St
3 oS8 3y s L b e o e
Cpd 03 B par W7 3y G ) Do
L's;.) u‘“)\.lﬂ .,\_.?Ja- .:)21,4 Lgl &.})l’.ﬁ Sy
e 4 8 o dir sl e s s
4,48l s s RZIRTW s s ‘:é)
G s 03t el S Sl 5 e
d‘u\z\ d)\u\ﬁ ng;_) bﬂj ;L« BL dg
J.,.A; ub\?, ol p 4\:“5: u"‘)‘w\ﬁj
ol ol a2 gl el wles
Oloyly gle 5o ol 3l 22 4d s
1 Osdely 51 Js Oslelia 558
e 5y JU Opleosipw shad Ole s 0348
stb‘ ‘:""‘25 dla C,.:/‘.J u:’j‘)\ OJ:S J-@’;
S Gl oy o Aol o A
)\ d\h‘ dlb ,\33}1 dﬁ) )J df 9 C\:;
o) gome o)}g.lz,e L5LL‘J; 9 Ity oJ).ﬂ\ Jgd

ng;f
&S jas ﬁm,.\s%f.\;u i
Sl sy Slage 3l CINal  § 02k
SUb Ll delel spein G 505 30y &
BT o;j&,aiuiv& JL»:M\) SHb!
syl Gl s OMelee Lo e
a.\:.y@,\uaés\l;\,mﬁmﬁy
G ke Shaw o) o & a4 Jls
15 & (g s |y 065 Lyie Ll

60

10



Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB12107

the poor have found rest. So what benefit was there in that in-
dependence? Therefore, if Egypt continues to progress in this
manner, soon civilization will advance such that it will achieve
the capacity for independence.

For example, Syria and Anatolia were ruined and desolate.
From the day the British government arrived and established
justice, all inhabitants became comfortable and at ease, and
began thinking of progress. In ancient times, in the early cen-
turies, Syria was desolate. The Persian and Greek governments
arrived, and Syrian civilization progressed. After a time it be-
came desolate again. The Roman government arrived, and
civilization in Syria progressed again until it reached its high-
est degree. The remnants of these two governments still exist
in Syria, indicating how much they served Syrian civilization.
Later Syria gained independence, but from independence it de-
clined day by day and yielded no benefit, for various successive
governments came and none benefited. The point is that our
hope is that through the occupation of the just British govern-
ment, this country will progress day by day until it achieves the
capacity for independence and all these problems are resolved.

O friends of God! Religious prejudices, political prejudices,
racial prejudices and national prejudices are destructive to
the world of humanity. Justice is to be praised and cher-
ished, whether it comes from a native of the country or from
a stranger. A well-wishing stranger is better than an ignorant
acquaintance. The world of humanity must be wholly deliv-
ered from the delusions of prejudice. The earth is but one
country and all mankind its citizens. All are the progeny of
Adam, and religion has no connection with politics. Religion
promotes praiseworthy morals. The followers of religions must
strive to make religion the cause of fellowship between races,
otherwise religion will yield no result. Divine religions are the
cause of unity, so that racial prejudices may vanish, all peo-
ples may become kind to one another, and be completely freed
from the delusions of race. Justice is praiseworthy even if it
comes from a stranger, and oppression is reprehensible even if
it comes from one’s brother. This is truth; all else is delusion.
A just stranger is a brother, and an oppressive brother is a
stranger.

I beseech God that you may become the promoters of the unity
of mankind and well-wishers of all humanity, and strive that
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universal peace may pitch its pavilion in the apex of the hori-
zons, and that the banner of the unity of mankind may wave
in the East and the West. This is the good-pleasure of God.
This is the foundation of religion. This is the policy of the
Holy Books. This is the cause of the happiness of the world of
humanity. The time has passed when humanity could find hap-
piness through the differences of peoples and nations. Now this
is the luminous century and the age of the All-Merciful. Re-
alities have cast aside their veils, and the prejudicial delusions
have become clear and manifest, showing that they have ever
been the cause of the destruction of the earth. Save through
amity and unity and the oneness of mankind, happiness for
humanity is impossible. And peace be upon you.
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To: Aqa Siyyid Hasan et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-17

O beloved friends! When this servant of God remembers you, I
become pleased and happy, I become intoxicated from the pure
cup and find abundant joy, for praise be to God, your efforts
are appreciated and your energy is devoted to guiding the lost
ones to the path of guidance, giving the thirsty to drink from
the sweet spring of the Euphrates, and drawing the lovers to
the presence of the true Beloved.

Praise be to God, you are the candle of guidance in the dark
night and the lamp of bounty in profound darkness. Today is
the day of luminous guidance of the people and merciful rising
to serve. Whosoever opens an eloquent tongue and makes an
expressive utterance will receive the decree of favors from the
Abha Kingdom and seek the charter of gifts from the Supreme
Concourse. The angels of the near ones will assist him and

the true King will become his helper, supporter and assistant.
Therefore thank God for this great blessing and mighty gift.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06191

To: Siyasi, Mirza Murtida Khan et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-18

O two stars of Farqadan in the constellation of Gemini! Praise
be to God that, like twin trees from a single root, you have
grown together, that is, you have found complete connection
with each other, put forth leaves and blossoms, and borne fresh
and tender fruit. The droplets of the cloud of grace have nur-
tured you, the heat of the Sun of Truth has given you radiance,
and the breeze from the garden of faithfulness has stirred you
into motion, until these two trees have become fresh and tender,
verdant and flourishing, and adorned the avenue of guidance
with the design of the flowers of divine truths and meanings.

Give thanks to God for this great bounty and supreme gift.
And upon you both be the Most Glorious Splendor!
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To: Sara Louisa Blomfield, in London
Date: 1920-Jan-19

Praise be to God that the fire of this war is gradually being
extinguished. It is my hope that that thou mayest find ease and
comfort, and that, with a heart assured and a spirit rejoiced
with the outpourings of His grace, thou mayest deliver the glad-
tidings of the Abha Kingdom, free the souls from the darkness
of the world of nature, and lead them to the splendorous light
of the Kingdom—that is, that thou mayest help them to be
born again from the darksome womb of nature and baptize
them with the Holy Spirit, with the fire of the love of God,
and with the water of life.

This world of dust is fraught with peril and surrounded on all
sides with trials and afflictions. Hapless humanity is plunged
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in this vortex. A divine power is needed to rescue and guide
it to the shore of safety. I pray God that thou mayest become
the captain of the ark of existence, deliver it, and all who
dwell within it, from this whirlpool, and guide it safely to the
harbour of the Kingdom of mercy.
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To: Edward T Hall, in Manchester
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O thou who art attracted to the Word of God and herald of
the Kingdom of God! Two letters were received from you, and
their contents brought abundant joy, for they indicated that
you have arisen in Manchester with firm resolve, surpassing
strength, and pure intention, and desire to establish a lumi-
nous gathering where they may meet in utmost spirit and fra-
grance and heavenly sustenance may descend upon that as-
sembly. The sustenance that descended from heaven for the
disciples was not leeks and onions, nor lentils and garlic and
scallions - it was grace and knowledge, faith and certitude,
love and attraction, fellowship and enkindlement with the fire
of the love of God. These spiritual foods were present at that
table. When the disciples partook of these bounties of Christ,
they became filled with the love of Christ and hastened to all
corners of the world, raising the call of the Kingdom of God.

From His infinite grace, I hope that assembly will also par-
take of these bounties and favors. Convey this message from
me to Mr. and Mrs. Chessel: O ye two birds of the gar-
dens of the Kingdom! Build your nest and dwelling on the
Tree of Life, which is the divine teachings, and like birds raise
various melodies and sweet songs in the garden of the King-
dom. Convey my longing greetings to Mr. Joseph and say:
When Joseph of Egypt possessed spiritual beauty and perfec-
tion, he appeared in the Egyptian marketplace. Though he
was a stranger and lowly, when he thus appeared he became
the cherished one of divine Egypt and found eternal glory, and
was addressed by his brothers “Indeed God has preferred you
above us”” Now you are his namesake - strive in the path of
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the Kingdom that you may receive such sufficient and healing
address from all the friends.

Convey my utmost respect to Mr. and Mrs. Crown and say:
O ye two faithful souls! If you give the glad tidings of the
appearance of the Kingdom and become, as you should, the
manifestation of divine joy and heavenly delight, there is no
doubt you will become two bright candles and two witnesses of
the gathering. Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to
Mr. and Mrs. Birch and say: This is the century of lights and
the age of the revelation of mysteries. All beings are growing
and developing, and the realities of things are singing songs of
praise and glorification to the Lord of Hosts, for in this century
the Sun of Truth has shone at the meridian and set all beings
in motion. This is why you observe that every day new effects
and novel lights appear in the realm of existence.

Upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW__v11416 p.275, TDD.013-014

AB02278

To: Spiritual Assembly of Sarvistan
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O spiritual friends! Your letter was received. You had com-
plained that I correspond with all regions but have until now
neglected the friends of Sarvistan, when in fact I have written
two letters to the friends of Sarvistan which were sent but evi-
dently did not arrive. Therefore I am writing this letter again
so you will know that the friends of Sarvistan are dear and the
friends of that region are overflowing cups.

Always sweet fragrances reached us from that clime and glad-
dened heart and soul. In these days, though it is of no im-
portance, an unpleasant fragrance wafted by which somewhat
saddened the heart. For according to the decisive, explicit di-
vine texts which absolutely accept no interpretation and are
established and certain, any soul who entertains desires and
imagines some station for themselves will in the end regret it.
The Manifestation of God’s appearance is impossible and in-
admissible for a thousand years, and this is from the decisive
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divine texts. Despite this, how can any soul entertain desires
and catch the scent of station?

Furthermore, ‘Abdu’l-Baha with such humility, submissiveness,
poverty and self-effacement teaches all and explicitly cries out
“Become manifest to the claimants that ‘Abbas was but a dog
at Thy threshold.” Despite this, is it permissible for any soul
to entertain desires? We are all servants at that Threshold,
lowly and watchful. If there is any glory it lies in effacement,
nothingness and servitude at the Sacred Threshold - otherwise
the sovereignty of both worlds is the greatest abasement. I
know the friends of Sarvistan and am aware that like lofty
mountains and firm pillars they are steadfast, solid and firm
in the Cause of God. If anyone entertains desires, it will soon
be forgotten. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03311

To: Abdu’l-Ghaffar Shirazi
Date: 1920-Jan-20

My God, my God! These souls have turned in supplication
to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom and have implored Thy Most
Exalted Dominion. They yearned for evanescence out of long-
ing for reunion with Thee, and forsook the lowest depths in
their quest for the highest zenith. O Lord! They are weak
- strengthen them through Thy power. They are poor - en-
rich them through Thy bounty. They are abased - exalt them
through Thy sovereignty. They have no shelter save Thee, no
refuge except Thee. Thou art their impregnable sanctuary and
their sublime shelter.

My God! I beseech of Thee mercy and forgiveness for peo-
ple who abandoned vain imaginings, purified themselves from
disobedience, disassociated from the rebellious ones, and kept
themselves free from all that is unworthy in the days of Thy
manifestation among mankind. O Lord! Make noble their
dwelling place, expand their abode, fulfill their desires, prepare
for them their wishes, deprive them not of Thy favors, and let
them not be bereft of the most wondrous attributes. Clothe
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them, O my God, and perfect them. Fulfill Thy covenant and
complete Thy promise. Plunge them into the seas of forgive-
ness and immerse them in the greatest depths through Thy
grace and beneficence, that they may chant the verses of Thy
pardon in the Kingdom of Mysteries and be gladdened by the
outpouring flood in the realm of light. Verily Thou art the
Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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To: Vajdi, Bahram et al., in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O ye friends and companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I have no time;
I can find no leisure. The problems and difficulties I have to
attend to are endless, and letters are descending upon me like
rain. This apart, Shaykh Faraju’llah, like Husayn the Kurd
with his mace and club, is now here desiring the translation
of the Sacred Writings, and the correction thereof. In such
a state, I am occupied with your remembrance, and have set
about writing this letter, so that ye may know how dear ye are
to me. Briefly, if I had the time, I would write to each of you
a separate letter; but I have not a free moment. Wherefore I
pray you be content with this much.

2 O Lord! The sun of Bahmard’s mother, Khusraw Pari, has
spread its wings and taken flight to Thy celestial realm. She
has fled from the demons to find shelter in Thy protection. O
Pure God! Look not upon her shortcomings, for Thou art the
Lord of forgiveness. Deal not with her according to justice, for
Thou art the Master of abundant grace. Though transgressions
be endless, Thy pardon and forgiveness are greater still. Thou
art the Merciful, the Bestower, the All-Loving.
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AB06376

To: Yazdi, Ali Akbar et al., in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O blessed souls! So long as a pearl lieth within the bosom
of its shell, its luster and loveliness will remain unknown. In
the same way, so long as a gem of the Most Great Guidance
lingereth within the bosom of this world, its brilliance will
remain obscured and concealed.

The splendor of the pearl is revealed when it is brought to
market and freed from the prison of its shell. In like manner,
the splendor and beauty of the gems of the Most Great Guid-
ance will be revealed after the soul taketh leave of this fragile
and gloomy frame and ascendeth to the limitless space of the
celestial world.

At present its worth is unknown, but at the hour of the soul’s
ascension, its worth will become clear and evident. Wherefore,
praise and glorify the Lord of creation that such pearls are your
share and such kingly jewels adorn your breasts. The glory of
glories rest upon youl!
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AB06116

To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O Lord! Isfandiyar Gushtasp is deserving of endless reward,
and Shirin Jamshid is in need of the rays of the Sun. Am-
atu’llah La’l turned toward the Kingdom, Mihraban Ardeshir
yearned for the meeting in the heights of the ether. Ali Baman
and Haji ibn Ali Baman both took flight to the Kingdom of the
All-Merciful. Mihtar Mihraban turned toward the Threshold.
O Kind Lord! Give these wandering souls shelter and protec-
tion in Your care, and bestow eternal life upon these lifeless
spirits so that they may soar in the heights of forgiveness and
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establish an everlasting foundation. You are the Bestower, the
Forgiver, the Kind One.
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AB05995

To: Hatam, Shaykh Hasan brother of Muhammad Hatam et al.,

Date: 1920-Jan-20

O God! O Thou Who givest life to the world and educates
the nations! I beseech Thee by Thy Greatest Name to cast
tranquility into the heart of Thy servant Hatam Muhammad,
that his heart may find peace in Thy irrevocable Cause, for
Thou hast placed the station of peace above faith, as Thou
hast made clear in Thy Holy Book and Thy Mighty Qur’an,
addressing Abraham: “Dost thou not believe?” He said: “Yes,
but that my heart may be at rest.” Thus didst Thou confirm his
certain knowledge with the vision of certainty and the truth of
certainty. O Lord! This servant of Thine and his brother Hasan
al-Ahsan have both turned their faces toward Thee, O Creator
of earth and heaven, as true believers and Muslims, submissive
to Thy sovereignty and humble before Thy grandeur. Assist
them through Thy power and might, and guide them to what
Thou lovest and approvest, and make them steadfast that they
may not rely on any but Thee, even slightly. Verily Thou art
powerful over what Thou willest and Thou art powerful over
all things.
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AB12843

To: Ford, Mr et al., in Ireland
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O ye two birds of the celestial gardens! Render thanks unto
God that ye were graciously enabled to enter into matrimony
with one another and wish to establish a blessed family. I
too supplicate the realm of the All-Glorious that those two
intimate doves may be made to warble sweet melodies in the
heaven of His bounty, so that upon the twigs of the Tree of Life
they may sing, in the most wondrous tones, hymns of praise
and glory to the Lord of Hosts, in order that all who hearken
thereunto may be moved and filled with joy and ecstasy, may
be stirred by the breezes of God’s loving-kindness, may seek
eternal life, and may long for spiritual rebirth. Upon you both
be the glory of the Most Glorious.
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To: Kaykhusraw Hurmuzdyar Rustam, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Though young in years,
thou art wise in mind and like unto an aged elder. Were it not
so, thou wouldst not have found deliverance from the darkness
of error and turned thy face toward the center of the light of
guidance. This is proof of thy intelligence and knowledge. I
beseech God that thou mayest become better day by day, grow
ever more radiant, become more steadfast, and gain greater
strength, and occupy thyself night and day in service to God,
the All-Knowing. And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.
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To: Sarvistani, Mir Abdu’l-Karim The Pilgrim
Date: 1920-Jan-20

O thou whose breath is fragrant with musk! The interpre-
tation of the dream is this: that certain souls will strive to
extinguish the Fire of God that has been kindled, but through
their efforts the flame will grow mightier and the penetrating
power of the Word of God will increase. It will become clear
and evident that Christ remained unharmed, and “they slew
him not, neither crucified him, but it appeared so unto them.”
The Blessed Beauty will be seated upon the celestial throne of
sovereignty, and the might and majesty of the Cause of God
will encompass all regions.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO00757

To: Mirza Ishaq, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Jan-21

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was carefully
considered. The effect of your truthful pen matched reality
exactly. Indeed it is so, but what can be done? There is
no remedy except patience and submission. People are unfair
and deprived of grace and favors, thus they wander lost and
confused in the wilderness of deprivation. Iran is desolate and
in need of noble souls who would establish new foundations for
Iran’s prosperity. But alas, alas! Previously all were drowning

in desires, having no aim except amassing worldly ornaments.

They would sacrifice a thousand homelands for a morsel of
honey and jasmine, while verbally calling the homeland an
idol and counting themselves as idol-worshippers. There was
no truth in it and the talk was delirious. As long as bribery
and corruption remain the attribute of every eminent person
- meaning officials and administrators - success and prosperity
are impossible and unattainable.
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But the loved ones must not lose hope nor become saddened
by the baseness of any unfortunate one. With perfect truth-
fulness, faithfulness, virtue, chastity and piety they must carry
out their duties. You must look to yourselves, for in the nature
of other peoples the love of profit is kneaded in - evil character
has become their essential attribute from which separation is
impossible. Freezing is the essential attribute of cold, and flow-
ing and spreading is the essential attribute of fire. It can melt
stone and make it flow. In short, separation from essential
attributes is impossible and unattainable. The evil character
of strangers has reached such a degree that improvement and
change and transformation are impossible. Therefore the hope
is that divine counsels, exhortations and teachings will spread
until this misfortune of evil character disappears and divine
light illumines the world of humanity. There is no other rem-
edy.

I continually implore and beg that the people of Iran be
granted awareness and consciousness and rectification of
character and improvement of conduct and zeal and humanity
which are among the distinctions of religion. Day by day
chaos and disorder in the world are increasing. Finally it will
reach such a degree that human nature cannot bear it. At
that time awakening will occur and souls will become aware
that religion is an impregnable fortress and faith is a manifest
light and divine laws, counsels and teachings are the quickener
of the earth.

Regarding what you wrote about the party of Yahya and the
unfaithful ones - these two trees are both rootless. Soon they
will wither and wilt and dry up and finally no trace will remain.

Convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to the hon-
ored maidservant of God, the assured leaf Firdaws, and the
attracted leaf Sakinih, and the supplicating leaf Fa’izih, and
Masturih and ‘Atiyyih, and his honor ‘Inayatu’llah and Mirza
‘Abbas Khan and his honor Hashmatu’llah Khan and Barat
‘Ali.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

For now, the present governing body of Iran cannot be com-
pared to the past. Their intention is the prosperity and comfort
and ease and security of Iran. The loved ones of God must give
thanks and serve with perfect truthfulness and goodwill and
purity and freedom.
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To: Khusraw et al., in Nayriz
Date: 1920-Jan-21

O Persian friends! Although you became wanderers and
vagabonds in mountains and deserts due to the unfaithfulness
of your countrymen, praise be to God that you have cast
anchor in Nayriz, for that city is stirring and flowing with
honey and sugar. In this wondrous Dispensation that noble
region made a mighty movement. The fire of the love of
God blazed forth in such wise that wave upon wave, hosts of
devotees surged in the place of sacrifice, and with their blood

they dyed that earth and made that spot a luminous shrine.

Spirit and life were sacrificed, possessions were plundered and
pillaged, foundations were demolished, women and children
were taken captive to Shiraz, heads were severed and breasts
were pierced, women were bound and men’s heads were raised
on spears - with such glory were they brought as sacrifices into
Shiraz. No greater sacrifice than this can there be. Therefore
you must find peace in this wandering and seek freedom in
this exile and be thankful that you have emigrated to such a
place.

On behalf of Abdul-Baha, smell and kiss and weep and lament
over and perfume your nostrils with the spot where that pure
blood was shed and spilled. Cherish and care for the loved ones
of Nayriz on behalf of Abdul-Baha and convey utmost longing
to them. I continually offer praise and supplication at the
threshold of the All-Knowing Lord and beseech boundless aid
and grace for those blessed souls, that they may raise a fresh
tumult and become the cause of increased spirit and fragrance
for the martyred spirits in the Most Glorious Kingdom, so that
those noble fathers may witness how their righteous sons are
watering the field of their hopes - that is, the crop which those
fathers planted, these sons are watering; the palm tree which
they planted, these are nurturing. And upon you and upon
them be the Most Glorious Beauty.

He is God!
My God, my God! These are the remnants of Thy loved ones

who have striven with their wealth and souls in Thy path.

Lord! They made themselves targets for arrows out of love for
Thy Beauty and bore spears out of longing to meet Thee and
yearning for Thy good-pleasure. Lord! They shed their blood
in Thy path and gave their spirits in Thy love and sacrificed
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their souls and wealth and children in attraction to Thy King-
dom and yearned for death in search of attaining Thee, until
their offering of souls became renowned throughout the regions
and their fame spread across the seven far-flung climes. Lord!
Cause their offspring to grow as a goodly plant and make them
signs of unity in word and deed and emblems of detachment
in character and conduct, and spread the lights through them
and unveil the mysteries through them and manifest the traces
through them. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Generous, the
Powerful, the All-Choosing.
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AB05346

To: Aliyyih wife of Baha’id-Din, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Jan-21

O remembrance of that illustrious person! Your esteemed fa-
ther was a mine of mysteries and a dawning-place of lights. He
was near to the Most Holy Court and was tested and proven
in faith and certitude. The gaze of God’s favor encompassed
him from every direction with complete bounty. Now you are
the remembrance of that noble one - it is clear how close you
are. From the ascension of Mirza Nasru’llah there is utmost
grief, but the consolation is that when that bird soared to the
highest horizon it became a gray falcon and the mightiest eagle,
and when that drop passed beyond the realm of contingent be-
ing it hastened to the infinite expanse and became a boundless
sea. Be assured that he is immersed in the ocean of forgiveness.
I beseech divine confirmations from the threshold of God on
your behalf, that you may become the manifestation of endless
bounties in all things. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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ABO05776

To: Abu’l Hasan Ansaf, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Jan-21

O educator of God’s young ones! Your letter arrived and
brought joy to my heart that you are successful in a blessed en-
deavor - teaching the peerless children of this wondrous age and
nurturing the fresh saplings of God’s garden with the droplets
from the cloud of divine knowledge. This service is a great
distinction and clear triumph, attracting the bounty of the
Generous Lord and drawing the favors of the Compassionate
God. Put forth your utmost effort and count not this difficulty
as hardship, for it brings nearness to the divine threshold and
results in the greatest gift.

As for the Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz, my hope is that it will
surpass all other assemblies, for this assembly was established
in the birthplace of the Blessed Tree. The Exalted One (may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him) confirms it, and the Ancient
Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) grants
success. Convey my affection to Jinab-i-Karbila’i Akbar from
Masjid-Bardi.
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ABO08967

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jan-21

O longtime friend and intimate companion! The days of our
meeting are remembered, and that loved one is ever present, for
thou art never absent from my thoughts. I beseech God that
thy spirituality may increase day by day, that thou mayest be-
come a river of honey and sugar, and a sweet and flowing spring.
News of thee should come in succession and without interrup-
tion. Regarding the handmaiden of God, Farrukh, thou hadst
written that she desires to attain His presence that she may
engage in service. For thy sake, permission for her presence is
granted. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09219

To: Ali Khan Guran
Date: 1920-Jan-21

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Praise be to God that thy
heart hath become the Valley of the sacred Mount, and thy
breast the Sinaic plain. The flame of light hath been kindled,
and the mount of heart and soul hath become illumined and
radiant. Thou hast heard the divine call and from the sacred
Mount hast hearkened to the melody of “Thou shalt not see
Me.” Know thou the value of this bounty, and in thanksgiving
for this guidance, open thy tongue. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB04323

To: Muhammad Shafi Rawhani, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Jan-21+

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was a dis-
tinguished missive and its composition expressed the feelings
of thy heart. Its contents were filled with spiritual meanings
and indicated firmness and steadfastness in the Divine Cause.
Look not at thine own insignificance, but rather gaze upon the
supreme favors of the Most Great One. The confirmation of
the Ancient Beauty, like a breeze, bestows new life upon the
trees of existence, grants blossoms and fruit to barren trees,
and fresh and tender fruits, transforming black soil into the
flowers and fragrant herbs of highest paradise.

2 A number of you have sought permission to don the pilgrim’s
garb for the Ka’bah of the Divine Purpose and attain the honor
of presence at the Sacred Threshold. At present travel is very
difficult. Be patient. Whenever travel becomes easily possible,
you will be granted permission. However, it must be in such a
way that utmost joy and delight are achieved in this journey.
I have absolutely no time to write even a single word, yet due
to my extreme love and kindness for you, this letter has been
written. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Founders of Tarbiyat School in Mihdiabad - Yazd
Date: 1920-Jan-22
O ye steadfast in the Covenant! olg okl (6l

God be praised that ye have succeeded in establishing a school
in Mihdiyabad and are, with great energy and enthusiasm, en-
gaged in educating the children.

In this new and wondrous Cause, the advancement of all
branches of knowledge is a fixed and vital principle, and the
friends, one and all, are obligated to make every effort toward
this end, so that the Cause of the Manifest Light may be
spread abroad, and that every child, according to his need,
will receive his share of the sciences and arts — until not even
a single peasant’s child will be found who is completely devoid
of schooling.

It is essential that the fundamentals of knowledge be taught;
essential that all should be able to read and write. Wherefore is
this new institution most worthy of praise, and its programme
to be encouraged. The hope is that other villages will take
you for a model, and that in every village where there is a
certain number of believers, a school will be founded where
the children can study reading, writing, and basic knowledge.

This is what bringeth joy to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, cheer
and peace to His soul.

Upon you be Baha’u’l-Abha.
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To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York

Date: 1920-Jan-23

O thou, the firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b (!

Thy letters dated Sept. 26 and Dec. 2 1919 were received.
Their contents imparted the utmost of joy, because they indi-
cated that the letters have reached. Thou hast written about
the automobile. From the agency of Port Said news hath come
that the automobile hath been on the way and its bill hath
already reached Port-Said, but the automobile itself has not
yet arrived.

As to Huquq which thou hast asked, from the annual income
man must deduct his yearly expenditure. Then from residue
19 percent must be given as Huquq. This means that during
the year a personal income from his business is 1000 pounds.
His yearly expenditure, which amounts to 600 pounds, must
be deducted. Four hundred pounds will be the residue. From
this 400 pounds nineteen percent Huquq must be taken. That
is, from every hundred pounds of this 400 pounds, nineteen
percent, whose total will be 76 pounds, which must be taken as
Huqug, to be spent for benevolent purposes (public interests).

From all property every year Huquq should not be taken. A
person may possess 100,000 pounds. It is not possible for him
to give Huquq from this 100,000 pounds every year. For in-
stance thou shouldst deliver thy yearly expenditure from what
thy income in one year is, and then from the residue thou
should pay Huquq. But the property (income) for last year
whose Huquq hath already been paid, this year hath no more
Huquq to be paid.

5 The translation of the blue pamphlet is quite acceptable. The

answer to the letter of Barakatollah has been also well written.

i Praise be to God, that the health of thy father is now satisfac-

tory. This is due to the favors of the Kingdom of Abha.

The sum, which had been deposited in the bank, according to
thy wish was utilized. May God bestow His great Blessing. I
supplicated to the Mercifulness of God to bestow His forgive-
ness upon the maidservant of God who hath ascended to Him.
Convey thus to her dependents.
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The friends should show extreme kindness and love to His
Honor Rustam, the Persian merchant and two other young men
whom His Honor Aqa Mirza Mahmud hath recommended, be-
cause these souls are from the old Parsees of Persia and are sim-
ple and well-wishers. But the brother of Rustam, Kaikhosrow
hath no sympathy with the Baha’is. If Kaikhosrow came to his
brother, ye should not associate and mingle with Kaikhowrow.

If three young Baha’is, Mirza Jalal, Mirza Kamal, and Mirza
Mohammad Ali Afnan happen to go to those regions, ye should
be very considerate towards them.

Distribute ye Baha’i pamphlets among those souls who are
thirsty for them. Show extreme consideration to the young
Japanese, Nuyo Ishida so that he may become perfectly de-
lighted and happy.

Upon thee be Baha-El Abha
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AB12220

To: Hannen, Joseph H et al., in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Jan-23

O ye two souls of the Kingdom!

Praise be to God, day and night ye are confirmed in service
and have no other motive and desire than spreading the Divine
Breathings. This is why confirmations from the Kingdom of
Abha are reaching ye continually. Your future is very brilliant.
So with perfect happiness, joy and with this glad-tiding live
your days and be occupied in service.

The maidservant of God, Pauline should not neglect the hon-
orable mother of Mr. Hannen, because she is in need of care.

I write briefly, for I do not have time. Thou hast asked permis-
sion for thy respectable sister to go to America. This is very
advisable. Write to her that it is necessary that she should go
for some time to America. According to thy request permission
is granted.
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Convey on my behalf affectionate Abha greeting to the stead-
fast Paul and to thy mother-in-law. I supplicate to God that
He may confirm thy noble son in the attainment of arts (and
sciences). Extend to thy blessed son Karl Nategh and his wife
my affection and utmost kindness. I pray ardently for them
to the Threshold of Oneness and implore help and boundless
Blessing for them. I am soliciting God that their dear child
may be favored with growth, development and safety. I be-
sought forgiveness and favor from the Kingdom of Mercy for
that young man who has been killed in battle in the Russian
territory and solicited the blessing of patience, ease and con-
solation from the Graces of His Most High, the Affectionate
Lord, for his bereaved family.

Upon ye both be the Glory of the Most Glorious.

BBBD.481-482

AB03317

To: Sohrab, Ahmad et al.,
Date: 1920-Jan-23

in United States

O son and daughter of the Kingdom! According to what has
been heard, relations have developed between you and you wish
to unite in marriage and become companions. My hope is that
this union will be eternal - both physical and spiritual, both
outward and inward - so that you may pass your days together
in the utmost joy and delight, and offer thanks to Baha’u’llah
who has made the East and West intimate companions and has
established such a connection between Iran and America that
Iranian and American have become as one soul. In any case,
I seek divine confirmation and assistance for you, that having
formed this connection, you may both arise to serve the Cause
of God and be confirmed and assisted. May you develop such
fellowship and companionship with each other that it becomes
the envy of all and causes many such unions to take place.
Recite this prayer:

O my God! O my God! We have become united through
love for Thy beauty and hope in Thy good-pleasure and desire
to serve Thee. O Lord! Make us as one body and one spirit,
confirmed by Thy divine assistance, that we may arise with our
whole being to serve Thee, detached from all else save Thee,
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firm in Thy Covenant and Testament, freed from everything
except Thy love. O Lord! Assist us in this, for Thou art verily
the Confirmer, the Ordainer, the Mighty, the Powerful.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW__v114#05 p.088-089, BSTW+#217, ADMS#102

o Gepme SSle 5 S o csb
8l s a5l el

NJB_ v11#04 p.078

AB05509

To: August Rudd, in Chicago
Date: 1920-Jan-23

O son of the Kingdom! Your letter was received expressing
your desire to return to your homeland Sweden. The divine
call has not yet been raised in the clime of Sweden. God will-
ing, you will be enabled to raise the divine call in that clime
and become the cause of guidance for a great multitude. Do
not be amazed at these words, for the confirmations of the
Abha Kingdom are powerful - they make the weak strong and
bestow wings upon the wingless bird. Mrs. Knobloch went
from America to Germany - surely you have heard what ex-
citement she created in Germany and how many souls were
guided. Now I pray to God that you may achieve even greater
success than that, illuminating that dark clime of the world of
nature with heavenly radiance. Be confident that divine con-
firmation will reach you. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

SW_ v11#16 p.276

ABO05758

To: Fanny A Knobloch, in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Jan-23

O beloved handmaid of God! You are three sisters. Praise be
to God, all three are heavenly, divine and illumined. Alma
Knobloch raised high the banner of guidance in Germany and
achieved extraordinary success. Pauline Hannen is engaged

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 81


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_5
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_201-250.pdf#page=22
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/ab03317/
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_4
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_16

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun) AB03694

day and night in sacrificial service, and you too are restless,
striving with heart and soul to render service to the divine
Kingdom. These three sisters are in truth illumined, spiritual,
divine and heavenly. I am pleased with all three and suppli-
cate at the threshold of the Lord of Hosts, begging boundless
assistance and confirmation for you. I sent a reply to your
telegram which has surely been received by now. Convey my
utmost kindness and spiritual fellowship to your sister and to
Mr. Hannen. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.479, SW_ v11#13 p.231

AB10738

To: Aseyeh Wellesca Dyar, in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Jan-23

...My wish is that these children should receive a Baha’i educa-
tion, so that they may progress both here and in the Kingdom,
and rejoice thy heart.

In a time to come, morals will degenerate to an extreme degree.
It is essential that children be reared in the Baha'i way, that
they may find happiness both in this world and the next. If
not, they shall be beset by sorrows and troubles, for human
happiness is founded upon spiritual behavior.
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AB03694

To: Louise Waite, in Los Angeles
Date: 1920-Jan-25

O dear daughter!

Thy letter was received. Its content was understood. Thy aim
is very high and thy intention superb. The President of the
Republic had beneficial purpose, but time and situation did
not comply. All the fourteen points which were contained in
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the President’s proclamation were revealed fifty years ago in
the blessed Tablets (of Baha'u’llah).

Of them one is the Universal Peace. But His Most High,
Baha’u’llah, palpably says that the Assembly of Universal
Peace must be composed of members from all nations and
governments, even from the small states. Had it been done in
this way, difficulties would not have arisen.

At any rate, we pray for the President and supplicate com-
fort and ease for him so that he may perhaps perceive Divine
Breathings, may in the latter days of his life attain a new life,
attach his heart to the Kingdom of God and get rid of the
painful thoughts of this world.

For thy sake I was going to write a letter to him, but time
does not permit. He is at present submerged in sickness and
politics. His mind is occupied. Such letters have no effect on
him.

As to the prisoners, since they are in prison, they have ca-
pacity for education. Therefore thy being in touch with them
can bring them to a new consciousness. May that some souls
among these prisoners be reformed and become presentations
of the Divine Bounties. And upon thee be the Glory of the
Most Glorious.

BLO_ PT#052.35

AB05434

To: Shawkat Ali Farajullah wife of Farajullah Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1920-Jan-25

O thou handmaiden of God! Your illustrious husband arrived
in the Holy Land and hath stayed for an extended period of
time and hath enjoyed intimate communion with us in the
daytime and during the night season and associated with us at
eventide and at morn. We beseech God to aid him to do that
which is pleasing and acceptable unto Him, inasmuch as he is a
memento of Abu’l-Fazael, and his disciple and he hath taught
him the reality of things and their inner meanings which men
of former generations had not revealed.

Be thou assured in the bounty of your Lord and rely upon
Him. Draw nigh unto the sweet fragrances of His days and
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turn thy face with devotion to His Face so that thou mayest
find the bounties with which compareth none other among the
handmaids of the All-Merciful.

This bounty is to serve the Cause of God with deeds that dis-
tinguish thee from other women. It behooveth thee to share
the sweet savors of thy Lord, with wisdom and kind exhor-
tations, and with friendliness, loving-kindness, tenderness and
compassion, with every woman from whom thou discernest the
fragrance of devotion and submissiveness unto God.

Convey thou My greetings and praise to the handmaids of the
All-Merciful. Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious.
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AB12852

To: Shirazi, Haji Mirza Ali-Naqi et al.,
Date: 1920-Jan-25

in Eqypt

...O my Lord and my Hope! This Thy servant hath, in obe-
dience to Thy bidding and in fulfilment of Thy laws, wed one
of Thy handmaidens in order that they may establish upon
Thine earth a family that shall remember Thee amongst Thy
creatures, call out in Thy name amidst Thy people, and be-
come distinguished throughout the world for its relationship
to Thee and its reliance upon Thee. O Lord! Grant that this
marriage may be prosperous, blessed, pleasing, and happy, and
make it a cause of harmony and fellowship for evermore. Thou,
verily, aidest whomsoever Thou willest. Thou art, in truth, the
Most Powerful, the Almighty, the Omnipotent.
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AB02233

To: Ella G Cooper, in San Francisco
Date: 1920-Jan-27

O beloved daughter! Your detailed letter dated December 7,
1919, addressed to Shoghi Effendi, was received, and its con-
tents brought the utmost joy, for it evidenced the spread of the
divine teachings and the attraction of hearts to the Kingdom of
the Lord of Hosts. Likewise, the power and might manifested
by Aqa Mirza Ahmad in spreading the teachings and exalting
the Word of God is solely due to divine confirmations and the
assistance and aid of Baha’u’llah.

Consider how a young Persian, having neither studied the sci-
ences and arts nor being informed of political, economic, social,
and all other affairs of East and West, can nevertheless deliver
such convincing addresses in great gatherings and move souls
to enthusiasm and action. This is naught but the confirma-
tions of Baha'u’llah. This is clear and evident; none can deny
it, for the favors of Baha’u’llah and the power of His Covenant
can transform a drop into an ocean, a gnat into a soaring eagle,
a weak plant into a blessed tree, a feeble child into a mighty
man, a mustard seed into a great mountain, and one unknown
into one renowned throughout all regions. Indeed, all these are
from the gifts of Baha’u’llah and the power of the Covenant,
else what existence have we?

Praise be to God that California is in motion and attraction,
and souls are enchanted by the Abha Kingdom....

SW__ v11#405 p.087-088x

AB04204

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Andalib, in Haifa
Date: 1920-Jan-27

O son of ‘Andalib! Your letter arrived and its contents were
understood, that ‘Andalib has hastened from this narrow and
dark world to the vast realm. Although this event caused in-
tense grief, yet because that precious soul was filled to over-
flowing with the wine of the love of God, he has been delivered
from great hardship in this lower realm and hastened to the
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zenith of eternal glory. This thought brings consolation. You
too should not be sorrowful or remain grief-stricken. A prayer
seeking forgiveness for him was offered at the Threshold of One-
ness and sent previously. Surely it has arrived by now. And
on his tombstone engrave these words:

“Verily, life in the nest of this world was too confined for ‘An-
dalib, the beloved. He winged his flight to the Supreme Con-
course, to limitless heights, that he might rapturously sing
melodious tunes on the branches of the blessed tree. Upon
him be greetings and contentment.”

Convey my utmost kindness and affection to your brother Aqa
Mirza ‘Abdu’l-*Ali and the handmaiden of God Nura’ Khanum
and the younger sisters and younger brother. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06226

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Ishraqi, in Kirman
Date: 1920-Jan-27

O luminous lamp who art in the heights of thundering and
lightning clouds! Praise be to God that thou art the object of
providential favor and art encompassed by the glances of the
eye of divine mercy. In that land and realm thou art among
the righteous ones, and in gatherings thou art the manifestor
of mysteries. Thou art fresh and verdant from the outpourings
of the cloud of grace, and art stirred by the breeze from the
garden of the All-Merciful. Now is the time for thee to shine
so brilliantly that no lustre remains to the wisdom of illumi-
nation, and to unveil the mysteries for the mystics. Bestow a
portion on the portionless, and grant lineage and nobility to
the strangers. Guide the thirsty to the spring of paradise, and
lead those in hell into the garden of delight. This is divine be-
stowal and this is eternal grace. This is the favor of the Blessed
Beauty and this is the kindness of the Most Exalted One. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09026

To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jan-27

O Lord! These pure souls have hastened toward Thee, quaffed
from Thy plenteous stream, and desired to gaze upon Thy
countenance. Immerse these thirsting ones in the ocean of Thy
forgiveness, and rejoice and gladden them with Thy presence.
They are moths to Thy candle, hopeful of union and fellowship
with Thee. Make them worthy and deserving of that which
their hearts and souls desire.

5 A8l 5 g STl ) 18,
Lok 5 Gy Ga) 5 Ndds 5 S B
) s oes dbg Oae by s e o
Ljp by s 56 s ol bl
5 OB s g kel Al e glaaly,
L s OB, 5 0Ll il 5 s g3 4£1

MKT6.188a, ALPA.008b, BSHN.140.367,
BSHN.144.365, MHT1b.020b, YARP2.009
p-069

AB09609

To: Ardishir Rustam et al., in Yazd
Date: 1920-Jan-27

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Through the boundless grace and
favor, I beseech for you heavenly blessings and seek the nurtur-
ing of the vernal rain. I seek the radiance of the Sun of Truth
and yearn for the life-giving breeze from the direction of divine
favor. Time is short, so I write briefly. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10093

To: Martha L Root, in New York
Date: 1920-Jan-27

... Thou art, in truth, a herald of the Kingdom and a harbinger
of the Covenant. Thou art truly self-sacrificing. Thou showest
kindness unto all nations. Thou art sowing a seed that shall,
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in due time, give rise to thousands of harvests. Thou art plant-
ing a tree that shall eternally put forth leaves and blossoms
and yield fruits, and whose shadow shall day by day grow in
magnitude....

GPB.389x

AB00197

To: Rasmussen, Captain et al.
Date: 1920-Jan-28

O ye lovers of truth, ye servants of humankind! Out of the flow-
ering of your thoughts and hopes, fragrant emanations have
come my way, wherefore an inner sense of obligation compel-
leth me to pen these words.

2 Ye observe how the world is divided against itself, how many a
land is red with blood and its very dust is caked with human
gore. The fires of conflict have blazed so high that never in
early times, not in the Middle Ages, not in recent centuries
hath there ever been such a hideous war, a war that is even
as millstones, taking for grain the skulls of men. Nay, even
worse, for flourishing countries have been reduced to rubble,
cities have been levelled with the ground, and many a once
prosperous village hath been turned into ruin. Fathers have
lost their sons, and sons their fathers. Mothers have wept away
their hearts over dead children. Children have been orphaned,
women left to wander, vagrants without a home. From every
aspect, humankind hath sunken low. Loud are the piercing
cries of fatherless children; loud the mothers’ anguished voices,
reaching to the skies.

And the breeding-ground of all these tragedies is prejudice:
prejudice of race and nation, of religion, of political opinion;
and the root cause of prejudice is blind imitation of the past
— imitation in religion, in racial attitudes, in national bias, in
politics. So long as this aping of the past persisteth, just so
long will the foundations of the social order be blown to the
four winds, just so long will humanity be continually exposed
to direst peril.

Now, in such an illumined age as ours, when realities previously
unknown to man have been laid bare, and the secrets of created

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O Sl (\lc Olesls § cads Oladle 6l 1

i S cp U clly 5 K8 S )
w0 o) G ) Gy Sl 10 e e
dleie yst

S 6% Ol 8 il i
228 &, oLl 052t JB) 5 0l
om0l easy E 02 Sk &
2> 4 BRI R 8 5y Sdas Ol
> e °J3:" Qj})) 4 9 J‘"‘J ‘-UJ;
vf;o.\.w\;oﬁuﬁmfé\,w
Olas ST JB1 T 51 431 80 OLaT O
oygann 135 28 S5 s ah et s
)'&dd\ﬂwﬂdd\)’\.’,u°)}‘hﬁ
2§ O OBy Flo  layole iz
XMObL«,ﬂqu,\;.w(ﬁduL\
33k o Gl e s Gl e
e s Al Cwl a0l ) & il
doge el ol Alysle 31 &

3 ol g e il 4By O o
Lgﬂl.:»« —ax 9 L;:J g:,wax‘:') S‘L}wﬁ
Col s W Oloan o) Ll 5 cul
33 6 fle s ol sl GLA S G
0558 sslr i & Ulyy e i 5o Jl
S e o y3§ 25258 SUE 1l

88


http://www.bahai.org/r/993545571

ot

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO00197

things have been disclosed, and the Morn of Truth hath broken
and lit up the world — is it admissible that men should be

waging a frightful war that is bringing humanity down to ruin?
No, by the Lord God!

Christ Jesus summoned all mankind to amity and peace. Unto
Peter He said: ‘Put up thy sword into the sheath.! Such was
the bidding and counsel of the Lord Christ; and yet today the
Christians one and all have drawn their swords from out the
scabbard. How wide is the discrepancy between such acts and
the clear Gospel text!

Sixty years ago Baha'u’llah rose up, even as the Day-Star, over
Persia. He declared that the skies of the world were dark, that
this darkness boded evil, and that terrible wars would come.
From the prison at Akka, He addressed the German Emperor
in the clearest of terms, telling him that a great war was on the
way and that his city of Berlin would break forth in lamentation
and wailing. Likewise did He write to the Turkish sovereign, al-
though He was that Sultan’s victim and a captive in his prison
— that is, He was being held prisoner in the Fortress at Akka
— and clearly stated that Constantinople would be overtaken
by a sudden and radical change, so great that the women and
children of that city would mourn and cry aloud. In brief, He
addressed such words to all the monarchs and the presidents,
and everything came to pass, exactly as He had foretold.

There have issued, from His mighty Pen, various teachings for
the prevention of war, and these have been scattered far and
wide.

s The first is the independent investigation of truth; for blind
imitation of the past will stunt the mind. But once every soul
inquireth into truth, society will be freed from the darkness of
continually repeating the past.

His second principle is the oneness of mankind: that all men
are the sheep of God, and God is their loving Shepherd, caring
most tenderly for all without favouring one or another. ‘No
difference canst thou see in the creation of the God of mercy’;
all are His servants, all implore His grace.

His third teaching is that religion is a mighty stronghold, but
that it must engender love, not malevolence and hate. Should
it lead to malice, spite, and hate, it is of no value at all. For
religion is a remedy, and if the remedy bring on disease, then
put it aside. Again, as to religious, racial, national and political
bias: all these prejudices strike at the very root of human
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life; one and all they beget bloodshed, and the ruination of
the world. So long as these prejudices survive, there will be
continuous and fearsome wars.

To remedy this condition there must be universal peace. To
bring this about, a Supreme Tribunal must be established, rep-
resentative of all governments and peoples; questions both na-
tional and international must be referred thereto, and all must
carry out the decrees of this Tribunal. Should any government
or people disobey, let the whole world arise against that gov-
ernment or people.

Yet another of the teachings of Baha'u’llah is the equality of
men and women and their equal sharing in all rights. And
there are many similar principles. It hath now become evident
that these teachings are the very life and soul of the world.

Ye who are servants of the human race, strive ye with all your
heart to deliver mankind out of this darkness and these prej-
udices that belong to the human condition and the world of
nature, so that humanity may find its way into the light of the
world of God.

Praise be to Him, ye are acquainted with the various laws,
institutions and principles of the world; today nothing short
of these divine teachings can assure peace and tranquillity to
mankind. But for these teachings, this darkness shall never
vanish, these chronic diseases shall never be healed; nay, they
shall grow fiercer from day to day. The Balkans will remain dis-
contented. Its restlessness will increase. The vanquished Pow-
ers will continue to agitate. They will resort to every measure
that may rekindle the flame of war. Movements, newly-born
and world-wide in their range, will exert their utmost effort for
the advancement of their designs. The Movement of the Left
will acquire great importance. Its influence will spread.

Strive ye, therefore, with the help of God, with illumined minds
and hearts and a strength born of heaven, to become a bestowal
from God to man, and to call into being for all humankind,
comfort and peace.

SWAB#202,
SW_ v14#12 p.355-356,

BSW#12.12x, ADJ.088-089x,
BLO__PT#051

PDC.186x, WOB.030x,
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To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Mashhad
Date: 1920-Jan-30

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter dated 9th
Jamadi’ul-Avval 1338 arrived. I have absolutely no time to
write even a word. Travelers are arriving in waves from East
and West. A commotion has arisen. Additionally, there are
important matters at hand, as well as other engagements with
acquaintances and strangers. Consider what is happening.
Despite this, a brief reply is being written.

The treatise you had written has been slightly revised and is
being sent exactly as is for you to print and publish. The
gatherings that have been formed are very suitable. I beseech
the divine favors that you may be successful and confirmed in
all matters.

In any case, convey greetings and praise on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to Sadiq’ul-Ulama Mirza Abdul-Majid Furughi. It is
hoped through the favors of the Praiseworthy Lord that Abdul-
Majid will establish a lofty palace so that he may become
unique in that country and singular in that realm.

May Aqga Mulla Sadiq Tafti exert mighty efforts in the field
of teaching. Surely powerful confirmations will be achieved.
Although Aga Sheikh Muhammad-Ali is successful in meeting
with relatives and kin in Birjand, he has lofty aspirations and
noble aims. It is hoped that he will cause everyone to become
detached from the contingent world and attracted to the King
of the Throne of the unconditioned realm.

As for the journey to Shiraz, it will certainly yield wondrous re-
sults. Regarding travel expenses, if they are available, well and
good, and if there is any shortage, request it from the Trustee.
In truth, the faithful partners have rendered the utmost assis-
tance and consideration. How excellent is the reward of the
sincere ones in the highest heaven! Request forgiveness for the
one who has attained the meeting of his Lord, Aqga Muhammad
Ibrahim Isfahani:

; “O my Lord, the All-Forgiving, the Merciful! Verily Thy ser-

vant Muhammad Ibrahim longed for the Garden of Delights
and yearned to meet Thee in the Great Paradise. He came
to Thy spacious door seeking forgiveness for sins, removal of
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sorrows, relying upon Thy pardon and forgiveness, O Knower il a8 5 Sy dci.\w < }ﬂm

of the unseen! Lord, have mercy upon him through Thy great
mercy, that he may enter the Garden of Refuge, rejoicing in
Thy mighty glad-tidings, sheltered in the shade of the Tuba
tree, drinking from the spring of Tasnim, quenched from the
flowing water, immersed in the depths of the seas of forgive-
ness, enjoying the greatest desires in the Supreme Concourse.
Verily Thou art the Forgiving, verily Thou art the Loving, and
verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.”

Jinab-i-Aga Abdul-Rahim Tagqi-of has permission to attain the
presence in the coming spring. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Gabrielle Enthoven, in London
Date: 1920-Jan-30

O respected neighbor, upon whom be the Most Glorious Glory
of God!

Blessed Baha'u’llah gave emphatic counsel regarding neigh-
bors, that one should consider neighbors as kith and kin. Dur-
ing the days I was in London, you were my neighbor, therefore
you are counted as kith and kin. In gratitude for this bounty,
you must arise to serve and prove and establish your neighborli-
ness before all, for being a neighbor of ‘Abdu’l-Baha cannot be
compared to other neighborliness. This neighborliness makes
one an inheritor of the Kingdom, gathers one beneath the Tree
of Life, and bestows the confirmations of the Holy Spirit. I am
certain that you will arise to serve the Kingdom with utmost
strength. You had taken a photograph in military uniform.
When I saw it, I prayed to God that you might become a
heavenly soldier and achieve spiritual conquests. Convey my
greetings and longing to all the friends. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Yacub, Doctor Aflatun et al., in Baghdad
Date: 1920-Jan-30

O my beloved! Your latest letter has reached me, telling of
the incident that befell the most great Shaykh, named Asghar.
God the Exalted has said in the Qur’an: “It may be that you
dislike something which is good for you.” Without doubt his ex-
pulsion from the Sacred Thresholds is the cause of deliverance,
otherwise he would have fallen under the claws of ravenous
wolves and the talons of ferocious beasts. Indeed this expul-
sion became the cause of proclamation, and mention of the
Truth spread far and wide in those regions. Its effects will be-
come manifest, and ‘Avashiq and Huvidar and Ya’qubih will be
illumined by the radiance of lights. I beseech God to make the
beloved friends there a goodly example for all the dear ones.
Convey my greetings to the father and mother. I pray for their
confirmation, that God may send down blessings upon them
in the spiritual, divine movement. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Gertrud Strehler, in Esslingen
Date: 1920-Jan-31

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of Abha! Thy letter
was received. It indicated that thou hast received a portion
and share from the divine treasury of knowledge, and I hope,
through the bounty of Baha’u’llah, that thou wilt be assisted
to act accordingly. Although thou art like a weak child, yet
in the Kingdom of God thou art dear. The people of Baha
are as thou hast stated - they must become a new creation,
that is to say, they must receive a second birth, even as Christ
said. The first birth was from the mother’s womb; the sec-
ond birth is from the womb of nature. Just as before birth
from the mother’s womb one had no knowledge of this natural
world, likewise until one is born from the womb of nature, one
can have no knowledge of the Kingdom. This is but an exam-
ple. Therefore I supplicate at the divine Threshold that thou
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mayest become the manifestation of human perfections, and
that thou mayest receive baptism through the fire of the love
of God, the water of life, and the breaths of the Holy Spirit,
so that thou mayest shine like unto a candle and be confirmed
in that which is proper and befitting, that thou mayest guide
thy parents and friends, even thine enemies. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.478-479

AB12286

To: Wieland, Pauline et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jan-31

O sons and daughters of the divine Kingdom! Your letter was
received and indicated that you had gathered in a meeting and
with utmost spirituality had turned to the Kingdom of God and
derived benefit from the infinite bounties. Praise be to God
that He has opened before your faces the gates of the Kingdom,
bestowed the effusions of the realm of might, granted a share
of eternal life, and detached you from the world of nature,
conferring upon you life in the Kingdom. My hope is that the
region of Germany may become, through the effulgent rays of
the Sun of Reality, a supreme paradise and a divine realm.

O Pola Wieland, I beseech from God’s favors that He may
immerse your father in the ocean of forgiveness and bestow
infinite bounty upon your fiancé and illumine his heart and
soul. You had requested Greatest Name rings - God willing,
these will come later and be sent to you. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.482
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To: Goering, Frieda et al., in Stuttgart

Date: 1920-Jan-31

O ye, two candles of the Love of God! A 4:;. @ﬁ FENTAl

Your letters were received. Praise be to God that the Spirit
of the Kingdom is day by day gaining in strength; the heart
becomes illumined and reveals nobility. Though the material
achievements are increasing among the people, yet spiritual
development has not yet been attained.

I hope that the dark clouds of blind imitation will disperse
and the Sun of Reality will shine upon the friends and others;
I supplicate to God that ye may become truthful servants to
the world of humanity. My hope is that through the effort of
the friends and self-sacrifice of the Bahais the surface of the
earth will, with the effulgence of the Sun of Truth, the shower
from the cloud of Guidance and the current of the Breeze of
Favor, be converted into a soul-refreshing Paradise.

Do ye always offer this supplication to the Threshold of One-
ness!

Praise be to Thee that Thou hast be-
stowed Guidance and conferred especially unto us for the re-
ception of Thy boundless Graces. Now confirm us with acts
and deeds of the Kingdom so that we may rise to do what befits
Thy Kingdom in order that we may prove to be the Bounty of
the Merciful unto the world of humanity and become the cause
of Guidance unto the souls.

BBBD.485-486, BBBD.492
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BBBD.491

ABO05165

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jan-31

O thou maid-servant of the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter has been received. Its contents indicated that thou
didst desire to go to Leipzig so that thou mightiest spread the
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divine breath there, but there appeared some obstacle. Now
no obstacle hath remained.

Before going to America thou shouldst busy thyself with the
service so that the love of God in Leipzig may effervesce with
enthusiasm.

Convey my utmost affection and love to the maid-servant Miss
Schutz, Mr. Hugo Bender and his wife, Mr. Franz Peollinger
and his brother, Miss Alma Nebelhack, Miss Elsie Seebald,
Miss Doring and Misses Stabler.

I beseech the Most High Baha'u’llah that through His grace,
He may endear these souls both in this world and that of the
Kingdom, so that they may become the emblems of guidance.

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha!

BBBD.483, SW_ v11#13 p.231

AB12587

To: Albert Schwarz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jan-31

O son of the Kingdom! Two cards were received from you.
Praise be to God, both indicated your sincerity of intention,
resolve and zeal in diffusing the divine fragrances. God willing,
through your efforts the light of truth will shine forth in Hol-
land and souls will be educated who will become the cause of
guidance for the people of that region. Convey my greetings
and kindness to your esteemed wife and children. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.489
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ABO08278

To: Lisa Suami, in Tokyo
Date: 1920-Feb

O ye honored souls!

Your letter of congratulation arrived and brought joy, for its
contents indicated that the Sun of Reality hath begun Its radia-
tion upon those regions. It is my hope that that region may be-
come illumined and the Heavenly Dawn may break forth. This
will be attained through the power of Faith in the Covenant.

Therefore we are expecting that every one of those friends may
in that country become like a brilliant and luminous candle,
and so the Light of Guidance may emanate upon the hearts.

How often it hath happened that one blessed soul hath proved
to become the cause of guidance unto a continent. I also con-
gratulate you on the advent of this Blessed Day.

JWTA.037

ABUO0477

Interview with Mrs. Jo Goudsmit at House of the Master in Haifa, 1920-02 ca.

I asked him about the new religion his father had founded.

He answered me that his father had not really founded a new
religion, but a Bahauistic Organization (Bahauistische Organ-
isatie). This derives its name from the prophet Bahaulah, his
father. For six thousand years, he continued, there has been in-
tolerance and struggle among the various religions themselves,
and also fanaticism, hate and political discord among the var-
ious peoples and countries.

Especially in the East the situation was and still is dark and
confused. Bahaula appeared in the East, like the rising sun,
and illumined with his rays the dark FEast. He preached that
one should not blindly follow the doctrines of oneis ancestors,
but should look for truth in all matters for oneself.

Seventy years ago he started to preach a universal (algemeenen)
religion in Teheran in Persia, a religion that unites in itself all
fundamental concepts of the various religions.
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The fundamental principles (grondbeginselen) of this universal
religion are:

1- Independent investigation of the truth, which means that
one has to refrain from blindly imitating others.

2 - The unity of mankind: all peoples are Godis lambs and
God is the loving Shepherd. He is kind to all His lambs, has
created them all, fed and protected them; this is proof of His
love. This is divine policy and we must follow Godis policy, for,
however perfect human policy might appear, it can never be
compared to the work of God. Therefore one has to let go of
oneis racial, religious and political prejudices in order to follow
Godis policy. Prejudices destroy human happiness.

3 - Religion has to be a cause of harmony for mankind. When
religion breeds enmity and hate, it is preferable that religion
does not exists.

4 - Religion has to be in concord with science and reason. When
religion is not in concord with reason, it does not satisfy our
conscience.

5 - Equality of the sexes, for mankind has two wings, male and
female. When one of them is weaker than the other, the bird
can not fly, and it is only when both wings have equal power
that the bird can fly. Therefore when both do not have equal
power, mankind can never prosper.

6 - Universal peace. A universal court of justice has to be
established. Every country must elect 2 or 3 members depend-
ing on the size of the population, who are the best, both in
competence as well as character. These persons will have to
be elected by the countryis parliaments and this choice must
be ratified by the people, the ministers and the heads of state,
so that these members will be the true representatives of the
whole nation. Together they will constitute an international
court of arbitration that will deal with all international discord.
The decisions of this court shall be final. When a country does
not subject itself to these decisions, the whole world will rise
against that country and force it to comply.

7 - There has to be a universal language. One will be elected
from among the existing languages or a new language has to
be developed. This will be spoken everywhere and will become
the universal language. We need diversity as well, which is
why all the different languages also have to be preserved. But
a universal language will improve the mutual relations.

There are still many other principles, but the ones mentioned
here are the most important.
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How will these principles be implemented, I asked him.

These principles will be implemented by the will of God. They
have been spread all over the world, in Europe, America, Japan,
Australia, India, Persia, and so on.

Are there any specific priests?

Every Baha'i is a person who spreads these teachings, among
other ways, by personal contact.

Do you have specific religious services?

No, we only have some prayers in various languages and some-
times we gather at the grave of my father in Haifa.

How many members does your organization have?

We have four to five million members the world over. Once in a
while we have meetings; a congress, which we hope to convene
soon, will decide whether we will adopt a world language from
among the existing languages or make a new one.

When I asked whether the organization allowed its members
to marry more than one woman, the answer was: No, only in
exceptional cases, for instance in the case of insanity.

Is there a specific class of persons, for instance intellectuals,
the working class or the more wealthy classes, more interested
in your movement?

No, we have followers from among all classes of society. Every-
one can still adhere to his own religion, but sympathize with
our ideals and help to spread them.

BSR_v17 p.172-174

ABUO0548

Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

The travelers have departed. If all the roads become com-
pletely open, travel will become easy. One can arrive in Iran
in a short time, but now travel takes a very long time. If all
the roads become new paved roads and ships become available,
travel will become easy and countries will become closer to each
other, and travelers will come and go with ease. Certainly in
the near future, the means of travel will be provided in every
way, and the loved ones will easily attain the presence of the
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Holy Court. Whatever has been revealed from the Supreme
Pen is certain to occur and there is no doubt about it.

But today the reformers and civilized people of the world who
outwardly claim peace have brought the world’s affairs to
where they have afflicted the world with corruption and great
danger. They are still busy and manifold troubles will befall
humanity. Are they truly acting according to what they say?
They all said “We are educated and cultured. We have love
for our fellow humans and love for our country. We are this
and we are that.” God wanted to expose them and prove to all
and let them know that they are all drowning in their desires
and passions. How base their nature is! Their ultimate desire
and goal is that when they give speeches or pass through
streets, people clap for them and they take pride in outward
honor. For example, they say that such-and-such mister or
monsieur spoke in the national assembly and the parliament
and representatives of the nation all clapped and praised his
speech. Yes, benevolence is easy with words but difficult in
action.

It is very strange that each of these civilized ones who claim
love for humanity and love for country, all of it is for displaying
their own personality and fame. And that very claim proves
the falsity of their claim because it is observed that they send
their own people to the field of war and battle while they them-
selves live in palaces in complete comfort and ease. The lead-
ers of nations in all their speeches expressed so much love of
country and love of humanity, but they themselves ignited the
world-consuming fire of warand their ultimate hopes were that
their fame would increase, but they destroyed and ruined the
homeland with the fire of war and killing. What benefit was
there in Napoleon’s fame? It was all about war and absolutely
no signs of humanitarianism or patriotism were seen in their
actions. The great ones and statesmen and leaders of coun-
tries arranged all these conditions just to gain a name and
fame. They always said “Our lives, our property, our homes,
our brave youth are sacrificed for the homeland” but those
same ones ultimately caused the homeland to be ruined and
the sons of the homeland to be killed covered in blood on the
battlefield, and their survivors remained without resources and
the affairs of the homeland became disordered. So speaking
with the tongue is easy but action is difficult.
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This is why the loved ones of God make no claims with their
tongues. They are humble and submissive and obedient and
averse to name and fame, and in action they are self-sacrificing
and give their lives for humankind and for respect of home-
land and protection of the oppressed. They prove their beliefs
through action not words, and they are lovers of the human
world through deeds not claims.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920
Question/topic: I am without learning. I possess no knowledge.
How, then, can I teach?

Love, love, love, love is the attractive force of hearts, love draws
souls. Even these massive spheres revolve through the force of
attraction, the force of love. Love bestows wondrous life upon
lifeless bodies. One must love so that souls become beloved and
their estrangement disappears. You must love so that they will
love you. When they love you, they will listen to your words.
The foundation of God’s Cause and the purpose of religion is
love. The cause of the creation of contingent beings was love -
“I was a hidden treasure and I loved to be known, therefore I
created creation that I might be known.”

In previous cycles and past centuries, teaching was done
through words, but in this time it is through deeds. The loved
ones of God must teach through good deeds, praiseworthy
character, and commendable qualities. The Ancient Beauty,
exalted be His glory, has said in the Kitab-i-Agdas: “Aid ye
the Lord of all creation first through deeds, then through
wisdom and utterance.” One must first teach through deeds
and afterwards through wisdom and utterance, and show
heartfelt kindness to all peoples and nations, for they say “The
effect of deeds is more penetrating than the effect of words.”
Souls are weary of words but attentive to deeds. When you
observe that someone possesses good qualities and spiritual
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characteristics, and their intention is love and kindness toward
all humanity, surely they will be attracted, and this very
love and kindness becomes the cause of their awakening and
awareness.

And then they said: What do the loved ones want? If they seek
this world, they must teach. If they look to the next world, they
must teach. If they want ease and comfort, they must teach.
If they seek God’s good pleasure, they must teach. For with
small numbers they will never achieve victory and triumph. All
material and spiritual success lies within the circle of teaching.
If they desire honor and felicity in both worlds, they must arise
to teach, otherwise they will become dejected, distressed and
regretful. And we are only responsible for clear delivery of
the message... so whoever wishes may turn away and whoever
wishes may take a path to their Lord.
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ABU1252

Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

Yes, this is how it is - this cleric always had on his tongue “Oh,
would that I had been with you to attain a mighty triumph!”
But when he found himself on the plain of Karbala in the field
of tribulation under siege, he took his horse and sword and fled.

This is why they are proud in words but shame among nations.

One’s deeds must always exceed one’s words. That is, if one
good word flows from his tongue, a thousand good deeds should
proceed from him, so it becomes clear and evident to all that
he is a true well-wisher and genuine champion of humanity.

These Iranian democrats deceived people with words and
ruined Iran. Similarly, how much did the Ottoman democrats
shout and advocate for liberty and freedom of the nation
and show sympathy for the peasants. They gave conferences,
spoke words, delivered speeches, but when they came to power
they completely forgot their own statements. And these same
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freedom-seekers, how much they plundered and looted the
people and completely seized the harvests of the peasants,
how many youth they sent to war. Where are those stirring
speeches and where are all those pleasant words?

A wise
person should never trust words and speech. For if we were
to take words as the standard, all are ambitious, all are phil-
anthropic, all speak of fairness, all talk of justice. Now, can
things be made right just by talking? If words were sufficient,
humanity should have attained true prosperity.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

One day this Haji Muhammad grabbed hold of a Christian
priest’s collar to teach him the Faith. During their conversa-
tion, he pointed to the cross the priest had hung around his
neck and asked, “Reverend priest, what is this that you have
hung around your neck?” He replied, “It is the symbol of the
cross.” Haji asked, “Why have you chosen the cross?” The
priest said, “Because Christ’s body touched the wooden cross
at the time of His martyrdom, so it is sacred.”

Haji said, “Why don’t you adorn your neck with something
that brought comfort and ease to Christ, instead of hanging
the symbol of the cross which caused His suffering and mar-
tyrdom?” The priest asked, “What thing brought comfort to
Christ?” Haji Muhammad said, “The donkey.” The priest be-
came agitated and reproachfully said to him, “Where, which
donkey?”

Haji said, “What an uninformed priest you are! Haven’t you
read in the Gospel that Christ sent two of His disciples to
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a nearby village and instructed them, ‘There you will find a
young donkey tied up - bring it They went and brought the
donkey, and Christ rode it with His disciples into Jerusalem.
Be fair - isn’t that donkey which brought comfort to Christ
better than this cross you have hung around your neck?”

The priest became very agitated and, having no response, came
to me and complained that Haji Muhammad had spoken thus
and insulted him, and requested that I tell my followers to stop
teaching priests and stop bothering them.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

Heaven and hell exist both in this world and in the next world.
Those souls who in this world submit to every occurrence and
constantly live in a state of contentment and submission, who
are satisfied and content with their destiny and never question
the work of God, and who are thankful and patient - these
souls dwell in the paradise of delight. Conversely, those who
never have a state of contentment and submission, and who
constantly question everything and are not thankful - they al-
ways dwell in hell and are tormented.

[Then He said:] When in Tehran all our possessions were plun-
dered and the Blessed Beauty and His family and companions
were exiled, at night we had to stop in the middle of the desert.
We had no means for rest. I found a stone and put it un-
der my head. We had no covering. I slept in the same cloak
I was wearing, and in that state I was in complete submis-
sion and contentment, thankful and patient and satisfied with
divine destiny. When a person is not bound by transient at-
tachments and is content and happy with whatever occurs in
all conditions - this state of submission and contentment is the
very paradise that is ordained in this world.
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And in the next world too, there are countless paradises pre-
pared for the believers and sincere ones, and the spirits of holy
souls enjoy all heavenly blessings and divine favors, while the
spirits of the deniers and people of error and the adversaries
are caught in hell and torment, abased and humiliated.
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ABU1307

Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

In the time of Fath-‘Ali Shah, there was a governor of Sim-
nan named Dhulfagar Khan who was a very brave and zealous
person. One of the ulama of Simnan during his governorship,
whenever there was a gathering commemorating the martyr-
dom and suffering of the Lord of Martyrs, would repeatedly
say with great anguish “Would that I had been with thee and
attained a mighty triumph!”

One night he dreamed he was on the plain of Karbila in the
company of the Lord of Martyrs on that field of tribulation,
and all the companions and followers were in danger while the
opposing forces were attacking and ready for battle. He came
before His Holiness and asked permission to fearlessly attack
the enemy ranks and render aid to Him. His Holiness accepted
his request. He said “My Lord, I have no sword.” His Holiness
gave him His own sword. Then he said “I have no horse.” His
Holiness graciously gave him Dhul-Janah, His own steed. As
soon as he mounted the horse and put his foot in the stirrup,
he fled in such a way that the opponents and attackers could
not catch up to him.

The aforementioned cleric recounted this dream everywhere
until it reached the ears of Dhulfagar Khan. He immediately
sent for him to be brought. He asked him “Respected cleric,
what is this matter of your dream and the plain of Karbila?”
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The cleric fearlessly and with perfect dignity related his dream
to the governor. Dhulfagar Khan asked “How much were His
Holiness’s horse and sword worth?” The cleric said “The horse
was worth at least 500 tumans and the sword 200 tumans.” The
governor ordered that 700 tumans be taken from the cleric as
a fine for the price of His Holiness’s horse and sword, and then
he was released.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

You who go to Iran must be embodied spirits wherever you
enter, with divine attraction and heavenly reflection. Convey
greetings to all the loved ones on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and
give each one the glad tidings of the exaltation of God’s Cause,
the ascendancy of the Word of God, and the diffusion of the
divine fragrances.

Tell them that soon throughout all regions of the world the
cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” will be raised and the call of “Ya
‘Aliyu’l-A’la” will reach both near and far, and the power of the
Word of God will set East and West in motion and vibration.

In these days the most important matters are unity and har-
mony, holding fast to the Covenant and Testament, and teach-
ing the Cause of the Light of the horizons. All the friends
must arise with love to strive and endeavor so that estrange-
ment may be erased from the earth and true oneness and real
unity may appear throughout the world.

During the war my letters did not reach the friends - they are
all waiting and anticipating my letters to reach them. There-
fore I am giving you these letters to deliver personally to the
friends in every city, town and village you enter. Since you are
carrying my letters for the friends, they will become exceed-

ingly happy.
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ABU1746

Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

Hajji Mirza Kamal al-Din Naraqi had an uncle named Hajji
Mulla Muhammad Naraqi. One day Hajji Mirza Kamal al-Din
related that one night he was sleeping at his uncle’s house. In
the middle of the night, his uncle got up barefoot and bare-
headed, fell to the ground and wept bitterly. Then he arose,
cried out and with a harsh and terrifying voice said “O Mes-
senger of God! Come and see how the Babis have destroyed
religion and ruined divine unity!”

Yes, these very clergy who raised such outcries and outwardly
claimed divine unity themselves uprooted the foundation of
unity from its base. Through their interference in political
affairs they destroyed the foundation of government and nation
and overturned the basis of religion and divine unity.

However, the Baha'’is, with utmost courage and steadfastness,
in the midst of trials practically proved divine unity. In Amer-
ica and Europe, in temples, synagogues and churches, with
eloquent and persuasive speech, they proved and proclaimed
to those present the truth of the religion of Islam and the
guardianship of the pure Imams through rational and tradi-
tional proofs. See how great is the difference between these
paths!
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ABU1747

Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

During this time I had a fever and could not attend your gath-
ering, so | was deprived of meeting with you all. Do you know
what caused my fever and illness? [We were all silent]. He said
whenever I hear news of discord between the friends, I get a
fever from the intensity of being affected, and whenever I hear
news of unity and agreement between the friends, even if I am
in difficulty and distress, I become happy.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jié);ri,d\}ﬁjfw\;go»o#@\);
pﬁuwauw;\mg\.ﬁu@»w
o S s cle & il ‘J(’)ﬂ
N0 .[f;)}g oSl 4}] f ! 03y do
S ppdae b L) gy OVl e 23y p
Oby o 5 a5k e 20l i Jb oud
2358 2 Py psidee Ly Ll Bl 5 521 s

e s e @l S 5 L)

107


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/KHMT.pdf

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABU1832

My distress is in this - why should the friends who are them-
selves reformers of the world fall into discord? How is it pos-
sible that the Baha’is, who are commanded to create unity
and agreement between all religions and peoples, would not
themselves be practitioners of this?

The appearance of the Blessed Beauty in this world was for
the unity and agreement of peoples and the removal of discord.
In this case, why should there be discord and resentment be-
tween the friends? The Baha’is themselves must first be im-
plementers of the teachings so that they may have effect on
others. How can one who has not found existence from the
Giver of existence give existence to others?
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

The attainment of divine confirmations depends upon teaching.
If teaching is suspended, confirmations will also cease. Confir-
mations are contingent upon arising to serve. The friends must
all arise unitedly to teach so they may witness how the hosts
of divine confirmation will assist them.

The Blessed Beauty states: “We shall assist whosoever arises
to aid Our Cause with hosts from the Concourse on High and
a company of Our favored angels.” The friends must arise and
engage in spreading the Cause of God so they may receive the
hosts of confirmation and success.

It is obligatory and essential for each individual believer to
guide and teach at least one person to the pathway of guidance
during the course of one year. In the Blessed Cause teaching
is universal. All the friends must arise to teach. The work
of teaching is not individual or private - all are commanded
to it. And surely every universal divine command has very
important and eternal results.
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All the friends must arise to fulfill this definitive obligation so
they may witness its effects and benefits in both the material
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

The friends are waiting each day for a new letter to reach them
from me. And after receiving it, they read it and put it in their
boxes and again wait for another letter, which they will again
read and preserve in a box.

But, by God besides Whom there is no other God, if the friends
of God had acted according to what was revealed in just one
of the Tablets of the Ancient Beauty, may His Most Great
Mention be exalted, by now all who are on earth would have
attained to the bounty of faith and the earth would have be-
come the supreme paradise.

But what can be done when the friends each day await a new
letter from me and pay no attention to acting upon and imple-
menting it.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

During the time when the Ancient Beauty (may His glory be
glorified) had gone to Sulaymaniyyih and was living in seclu-
sion and retirement on Mount Sar-Galu, the days of the month
of Ramadan arrived. According to their yearly custom during
this month, a group of dervishes gathered at the monastery to
hear the sermons and discourses of their sheikh and spiritual
guide.
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One day, some of the sheikh’s disciples addressed him saying,
“Why doesn’t the Iranian dervish Muhammad who lives in
seclusion on Mount Sar-Galu come to the monastery to hear
the sheikh’s discourses?” The sheikh replied to them, “You
should have no concern with this dervish. He has no need of
our sermons and counsels and traditions.”
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To: Abdu’lmisagh Missaqhiah, in Palestine
Date: 1920-Feb ca.

O honored pilgrim! Praise be to God that through the grace
and favor of the Blessed Beauty thou hast reached the Holy
Land and attained the honor of visiting the Sacred Thresh-
old, and hast become the intimate companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Now, with divine power, with a celestial heart, with a spiritual
nature, and with heavenly confirmation, return to the divine
realm.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

You have endured many hardships during this journey. At
this time, due to the general war, travel is very difficult and
problematic. Despite obstacles and difficulties, you have borne
every kind of hardship from distant places to attain the bless-
ing of pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine of the Exalted One and
circumambulation of the Sacred Resting Place.

You will observe its results and fruits in the Abha Kingdom in
the world above.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

Now is the time for you to say what is in your heart, for until
now there has not been an opportunity for me to meet with
you and address the pains in your heart. Now say whatever
your troubled heart desires. It is obvious what state came over
you with all those favors and kindnesses. What a precious time
and opportunity it was. I was dazed and bewildered.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

You must be very careful that thieves do not steal your bag
along the way. Be extremely, extremely vigilant and watchful.
I pray for you and seek divine assistance and grace for you in
all conditions.
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Words spoken ca. Feb. 1920

Now if the friends of God were to act according to that first
hadith, that is, according to one of the Tablets of the Ancient
Beauty, may His glory be exalted, it would be better than
waiting each day for a new letter and fresh instructions and in
this state...
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AB03834

To: Khalil Bayk, in Cairo
Date: 1920-Feb-01

O illustrious and distinguished personage, I still forget not the
memories associated with days past when I was delighted in
reunion, and enjoyed intimate conversation with him who is
the essence of faithfulness. I beseech God day and night, and
desireth, both inwardly and outwardly, assistance for him.

What hath made me write this letter and reveal what is con-
cealed in hearts and souls is that in the Scriptures and Tablets
of Baha’u’llah it hath been revealed that the newspapers are
mirrors of the resplendent truth, which discovereth the true
facts, spreadeth forth pursuits of great men, and guideth the
people to the realities of all affairs, provided that its source
is sincere, its origin just. The slander of the slanderer will af-
fect it not, and relateth the news, which none hath discovered,
with sincerity and justice. From its inner meanings, the true
servants of God will be so inebriated by the sealed Wine.

It announceth, declareth and proclaimeth the Resplendent
Truth, it is indeed the effulgent sun shedding forth the light
of truth on every remote land, uncovering the thick darkness
enveloping the mysteries of the Outspread Roll. Did ye not see
that, but for the sun shining upon them at eve and at morn,
the creatures of the visible plane would not be manifest?

I beseech God to make thee a promoter of the truth manifested
within all beings of the visible world in its most wondrous
meanings. Salutation and praise rest upon thee.
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To: Haji Muhammad Rida (Kashan) et al., in Qamsar
Date: 1920-Feb-03

O luminous friends! His Honor Mirza Ilyas the pilgrim re-
quested that a letter be written, though I have absolutely no
time or opportunity to write even a word, let alone a detailed
letter. Nevertheless, due to the power of love and intensity
of attachment on my part and his pleading, this letter is be-
ing written so that you may know that the friends of God
are always before my eyes and present in my thoughts - it is
impossible and inconceivable to forget them.

In these days when the musk-diffusing breezes have made the
horizons amber-scented, the call of the Most Great Name has
been raised in all regions, giving to drink from the fountain
of paradise and kindling the lamp of the highest heaven in
hearts. The friends of East and West are associating with
each other in perfect unity spiritually and communing in their
hearts. Such a sweet melody must be raised that it will tear
asunder the veils concealing the mysteries of hearts on both
sides and cause them to be revealed. Day by day may the
lights of the Kingdom shine with ever greater brilliance and
the darkness of the world of nature be drowned in the realm
of the temporal. May the earthly world become a heavenly
world, and the regions of dust become the supreme paradise.
For the world of nature has so dominated that the peoples of
the world have become like fierce beasts. This savagery and
ferocity will not be transformed into love and kindness except
through the spread of the divine teachings. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!

The friends of Mazgan and Qamsar have truly, from the be-
ginning of the Cause until now, been tested and tried. They
have endured hurt and cruelty and drunk the cup of tribula-
tion. In God’s path they have suffered oppression and tyranny
and heard abuse and blame. Despite this they were in com-
plete submission and acquiescence, setting their hearts upon
tribulation. They did not sigh or lament, but rather engaged
in thanksgiving. This is the attribute of those drawn nigh, this
is the way of the sincere ones. Especially that glorious martyr,
that unique one of the altar of love and peerless one of the field
of faithfulness, Aqa Mandih-‘Ali - that pure soul was a sign of
guidance and a bright lamp among the people of guidance. In
all circumstances he manifested the utmost steadfastness and
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firmness until he sacrificed his life for the Beloved. And now
in the endless world he is immersed in the sea of mysteries and
intoxicated in the realm of secrets.

Praise be to God, in these days Aran is a flame of fire. The fire
of love has been kindled and has burned away the veil, and the
seekers in the school of love have learned the lesson of lovers
and, like moths in the flame of the candle, have lost their lives
and accomplished their purpose. The school of the oneness
of humanity in Kashan is the manifestation of the favors of
the Most Great Jalil. This name is the cup of favors, for it
demolishes the foundation of estrangement. My hope is that
this school will lay the foundation of unity and concord in the
world, and that this circle will expand day by day until that
which is explicitly stated in the divine teachings and is the
decisive text of the Most Great Name - that all are the fruits
of one tree and the leaves of one branch - will be realized. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Siyavash Farsi (Siyavash Sifidvash), in Bombay
Date: 1920-Feb-03

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter from Baghdad
arrived. Praise be to God, under the shadow of divine grace
you traveled to Iraq and India and became the manifestation of
this verse: “All the parrots of India will become sugar-breaking
through this Persian candy that goes to Bengal.” May you raise
the manifest banner in that clime and guide the ancient Per-
sians to the sun of the ethereal heaven. Qazvin, through the
presence of His Honor Hakim and Janab-i-Va’iz and Tiraz-i-
Abha, is a supreme paradise. Aqa Rustam Khusraw and his
wife are truly engaged in service. The friends in Hamadan have
arisen with endless zeal and are sending teachers to surround-
ing areas. Hamadan has become true to its name and turned
into a garden of paradise.

The treatise you entrusted to Haji Mahdi will, God willing, be
arranged and become beneficial. The journal “Clarification of
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Clear Matters” arrived through Mirza Ilyas and will, God will- Bl ole ;;ﬁ.ﬁ aa>e 0 Ll ey
ing, be reviewed. Convey my most glorious greetings to Jinab-i- et BT, osande Cyw= HIR Al
Aqa Asadu’llah, Aqa Hasan the injured one, Aqa Chiragh-‘Ali, o 5 BUle 1y e BT Al sl
Ustad A“sadu’llah, Aqga Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Baqi, the attract.ed lady’, #a wg_ R I NP ‘ét.
and Haji Ya’qub. I hope through God’s favors that Rajab-‘Ali 5yl o Ol o s byl o]
Beg’s wife will gain eloquent speech, that the handmaid of God oo o= > et
the wife of Ustad ‘Ali Sabbagh will be successful, that Aqa {7 “U\“U AL CJ‘ ok & 4}’“" 8
Hayyim and Ishaq and Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah Khan and the 5 s, (~> HIP g u’ 40 E«_La ‘_Lc ;u\
united members will all become manifestations of the favors e clasl , ol Al e 6T
of the Lord, the Generous, that Habib’ullah Khudabakhsh will % _ .o
hold fast to that which brings divine confirmation and success Al 5 655 fj <2 “fua'“ Al
in both worlds, and that the family of Mirza Ya’qub will be en- 33 1> &85 5 &b caw 2L 22las
compassed by the favors of the Forgiving Lord and remain firm o 1y OlAls 5 Ak :,lm Cdlg
forever in servitude to the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. Af}/\d\ P ,\:sf Byvr ;) JM\ df..:w
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3 As for Jinab-i-Aga Shaykh ‘Ali-Asghar, good lies in what has .l é} bod ) aol Je — Bl ol
occurred - this tribulation that has befallen him will become
the cause of endless success. Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza lIlyas is with
us. Convey greetings and longing to each and every one of the
friends in India. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Daughter of Karbala’i Husayn Istahbanati, in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1920-Feb-03

O thou faithful and assured believer! Due to lack of time, I 0P a2 o pple 3 a8 fabe (g
write briefly. Divine tests are severe so that the essence of OLil i b ol Wbl Sl nﬁ.‘
man may become manifest and evident. Therefore, do not be Oy ot 3, @fj\ | .x& 5s f ﬁL) ﬁ[b
sorrowful or distressed by what has befallen you. I reviewed the Ny S

. Aoy wly sl Sless Pl L5
lessons that your father had written. At the Holy Threshold I Cle b amdie *aze 45 s 5 S
sought bounties on your behalf. 3 5

> If you are able, return to Nayriz and convey from me the Most =~ 5 4fl 55 4 Caxl » Ll 4l S
Glorious and Wondrous Greetings to Haji ‘Ali Beg and Husayn. I jue ol 5 K ke e Ol2
I hope that you will be freed from difficulties. And upon thee pdoal dls B gl gl w3 o U
be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB01942

To: Abdu’lmisagh Missaghiah
Date: 1920-Feb-06

O thou pilgrim of the Holy Shrine!

> Render thanks unto God for having been aided to attain His
Sacred Threshold, and having been enabled to associate with
the loved ones of the All-Merciful in this celestial assembly.
I fervently beseech the manifold favours of the All-bounteous
Lord that thou mayest advance day by day, so to be made
the manifestation of His infinite bounties, and to become the
recipient of God’s grace.

Thy respected father, late Aqa Yahuda was a sincere and de-
vout believer in the early days of the Faith, and suffered in-
finitely in the path of God. He bore all kinds of afflictions and
difficulties, and rendered great services to the Threshold of the
ever-forgiving Lord. And finally, he hastened, in the utmost
radiance and spirituality and with absolute steadfastness and
resolve, unto the sanctuary of the Beloved. Now, in the eternal
realm, he is immersed in the ocean of forgiveness, and is wholly
absorbed in the emanations of Divine Grace.

Now, as to the respected Qa’im Maqam, this forbearing and
sincere believer was a leading soul amongst the friends, and
remained steadfast in the Faith of the All-Powerful Beloved
with the greatest constancy and firmness. He was a trusted
companion in Egypt and Paris, and was a true friend at all
times. Indeed the signs and tokens of devotion were manifest
in him, and he was engaged in the remembrance of God by day
and by night.

5 And further, Khajih Rabi‘, with his wondrous character, deliv-
ered most eloquent speeches, he had a powerful utterance, and
thus invited the souls and guided them to the new Faith. As
such, he occupied a sublime station. Pages have been written
in their remembrance.
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And now concerning the faithful friend, Aqa Mirza Mihdi
Ikhwan-i-Safa, whose passing brought [me] infinite sadness,
grief, anguish and sorrow. He was a mighty pillar, and had
attained the station of utter nothingness before the Blessed
Beauty. He breathed no breath but one blessed with Divine
good pleasure, and he cherished no hope except that of service
to His Cause. Detailed pages have also been written in his
commemoration, and were sent to Persia.

The title of the family is Mithaqiyyih, and this is an imperish-
able bounty.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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ABO05171

To: Faridih Schwarz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Feb-06

O dear daughter! Your letter was received and was proof of
your firmness and steadfastness in the new Cause. However,
the Bolshevik teachings advocate forced equality, where all
people must be equal by compulsion, against the will of the
wealthy, ministers and nobles. But in the new Cause, equal-
ity is voluntary, meaning the wealthy, great ones and princes
should contribute to the poor with perfect joy and contentment.
This equality springs from human virtues.

What has spread among people’s tongues that strange calami-
ties like earthquakes and such will prevail after this war is mere
imagination with no basis. Perhaps at times ordinary harm
may occur as usual, but nothing extraordinary will happen.
However, humanity is not yet at peace and will still endure
hardship until order is established and comfort achieved.

But Jewish dominance in Germany will later diminish. Strive
to promote the divine teachings, which are the remedy for all
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ills. Regarding Iranians who come to Germany without car-
rying my specific written recommendation, tell them: “If you
have a recommendation, show it. We do not associate with any-
one without a letter of recommendation.” And never associate
with such persons.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.505-506, SW_ v13#09 p.231x
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AB12311

To: Herrigel, Wilhelm et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Feb-06

O ye two souls of the Kingdom!

Your letter has arrived. It is an expression of gratitude for the
presence (the visit) of the Khans (the three Persian friends). I
sent them because this visit also brought joy and happiness.

Praise be to God that their journey proved to be a cause of
progress for the souls, that it produced harmony and accord,
and that the friends of God and the handmaids of the Merciful
received new enthusiasm and revitalization through it.

As for my journey to those regions, this depends on the at-
tractive power emanating from there, drawing me to Germany.
And this (attractive power) consists in the teachings of His Ho-
liness Baha’u’llah being spread (literally: prevailing or gaining
victory) in this country.

If any Persian should come to those regions without having
a letter of recommendation written by my hand, you should
under no circumstances associate with him.

Convey to all friends my most heartfelt Abha greetings.
Upon you both be Baha’u’llah, EI Abhal!

BBBD.499

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 118


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_13/Issue_9
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=224
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=409

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun) AB09711

AB09512

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Natiq, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-06

O herald of the Kingdom of God! The poet says: “Yesterday,
the Shaykh went about the city with a lamp, saying: ‘I am
weary of demon and beast - I long to find a human being.”’
Now, praise be to God, you long to guide souls, that you may
discover a treasure in every corner. I hope that you will be
successful. This is written briefly, as time is lacking. Kindly
excuse me. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12634

To: Heinz, Carl et al., in Germany
Date: 1920-Feb-06

O honored Family! The heartfelt greetings and love from you
were conveyed to me. I implore for you heavenly life; pray for
you eternal happiness, pray for you the spirit of the Kingdom
and the second birth, so that you may enter from the natural
world into the world of the Merciful Kingdom. Upon you be
Baha El Abhal

BBBD.498
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To: Bahaus-Sultan (Miyanaj), in Mianeg
Date: 1920-Feb-07

O thou whose name hath been adorned through its connection
with the Most Great Name! My Lord and my Hope! This
servant of Thine hath turned to Thee with a watchful eye and
a radiant face, and hath taken in his right hand the cup of
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guidance and drunk the wine of mystic knowledge, and desireth
to give the sincere ones to drink of this divine wine.

My Lord! Make him a guardian of the loved ones and a pro-
tector of the chosen ones and a servant at Thy holy Threshold
amidst all peoples, and assist him with the hosts of the angels
of heaven. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the Powerful, and
verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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AB00916

To: Spiritual Assembly of Khalkhal et al., in Mianeg
Date: 1920-Feb-08

O ye who are sincere ones! O ye who are firm ones! O ye who
are foremost in good deeds! O ye who hold fast to the hem of
the Lord of earth and heavens! Blessed are ye for having dis-
pelled the darkness and been guided to the Lord of clear signs,
and held fast to the sure handle and taken refuge in the most se-
cure shelter and arisen to exalt the Most High Word and served
the threshold of the Lord of the manifest horizon, Whose dawn
shines upon the hearts of the people of certitude, Who assists
every trusted servant with supreme victory. I beseech God to
make you manifest signs and perfect words and radiant reali-
ties and luminous souls until those regions are stirred by the
sweet-scented breeze wafting from the verdant gardens. And
God guides whom He wishes to the Most Glorious Paradise.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In this most distant region
I am occupied with your remembrance and familiar with your
love. His honor Munir Divan wrote a letter mentioning your
blessed names. From reading those names utmost joy and glad-
ness was obtained. At the sacred threshold of the All-Merciful,
supplication and imploring was made and infinite favors were
beseeched for those blessed souls. It is certain that you are
assisted and confirmed. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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AB11654

To: Vali Aqa (Bushruyih), in Khurasan
Date: 1920-Feb-08

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and its contents brought the utmost joy and delight, for it
conveyed the glad tidings of the unity of the friends and their
arising to serve the Cause. This news brought happiness and
gladness that, praise be to God, the friends in Khurasan - in
Bishru’ih, Khayru’l-Qura, Faran, Mashhad and Bajistan - are
all attracted to the Beloved of the horizons and are confirmed
in unity and accord. Convey my utmost longing to the blessed
souls in that land.

2 O Lord of the Covenant! These are servants from among the
people of unity who have been illumined by the dawning light
and have cast off restraint and become renowned in Thy name
throughout all regions. Longing has been stirred within them,
causing their hearts to burn and their patience to be exhausted
in their desire to meet Thee, and their tears to flow in their love
for Thy beauty. They call upon Thee night and day and glorify
Thy praise secretly and openly. They spare no effort in exalting
Thy Word and cease not for a moment in expounding Thy proof
and evidence. They submit to Thy sovereignty and are humble
before Thy servants and are immersed in the ocean of Thy
prayers. Lord! Make them overflowing cups, towering trees,
overwhelming proofs, abundant favors, perfect words, singing
birds, roaring lions, and fish swimming in the sea of certitude,
plunging into the depths of the seas of assurance. Through
them, expand the breasts of the people of error with the light
of faith and dispel sorrows. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Convey utmost love
and faithfulness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the handmaid of
God the mother, and Mir Kalim Khan, and ‘Imadu’d-Divan,
and the handmaid of God Nuriyyih, and the handmaid of
God Thana’iyyih, and the handmaid of God Qarinih, and Aqa
Nasru’llah the attracted one, and Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali, and
Aga Muhammad-Husayn, and Aga Ni’'matu’llah, and the hand-
maid of God Bibi Sadiqih, and the handmaid of God Gawhar
Aqa, and Aqga ‘Abdu’l-Vahid. I beseech abundant heavenly fa-
vors for all of them. Supplications have been offered to the
Abha Kingdom, imploring unlimited assistance and bounties
for all. Due to lack of time, as I do not have even a moment’s
respite, it is not possible to write a special letter to each of
these ones near to the Divine Threshold. Please excuse me.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6‘5‘\” :\KJ\ S
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AB12336

To: Rukhsarih wife of Muhammad Tahir et al., in Rafsanjan
Date: 1920-Feb-08

O ye two suppliant leaves! Jinab-i-Tahir came and prostrated
himself at the Sacred Threshold, and gazed toward the King-
dom. Then he returned to Kerman in the utmost joy and
fragrance. He mentioned your names and requested a letter. I
therefore took up my pen that you might know how the heart of
‘Abdu’l-Baha is filled with kindness toward the handmaidens
of the All-Merciful. At every moment I offer prayers and sup-
plications, beseeching the favors and confirmations of the Self-
Sufficing Lord for His suppliant leaves, that they may become
distinguished among women and harmonize with the birds of
the meadow.

O gracious Lord! Adorn Thy handmaiden Bibi Zinat with the
light of forgiveness and immerse her in the ocean of pardon.
Cleanse her from every impurity and, in utmost freedom, bring
her into the realm of lights. Draw her near to the threshold
of Thy mercy. Rend asunder the veil of sin and manifest the
beauty of forgiveness and pardon. Thou art the Bestower, the
Forgiver, the Kind.
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AB06607

To: Relatives of Mandih Ali, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-08

O survivors of that noble martyr! In truth, this tragedy is the
cause of pain and anguish, for that pure soul was spirit embod-
ied. But inasmuch as he sacrificed himself in the path of the
glorious Lord, this affliction is really a feast and this calamity
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the joy and delight of souls. All mankind is in peril, for the
life of this world is fleeting. There is a difference, however,
between those souls who pass away slumbering on the couch
of heedlessness and those who quaff the cup of the most great
bounty on the field of martyrdom. This blood in our veins will
soon dry up and our lives will fade away. But when it is spilled
out and shed in the path of the Beloved, it floweth and surgeth.
This flowing and surging of the blood of the martyrs shall re-
main enshrined forever in the hearts of men. Wherefore, grieve
and sorrow not at the martyrdom of that great soul; rather, be
glad and rejoice.

O my Lord, my God! This servant of Thine, Mandeh-‘Ali, was
attracted by Thy holy fragrances with such rapture that he
yearned to sacrifice himself in Thy path and longed for annihi-
lation in Thy love. He drank the supreme chalice of martyrdom
out of love for Thy beauty and desire to attain Thy presence.
Lord! He endured tribulations and calamities, plunged into
an ocean of ordeals, and suffered hardships that no soul could
bear. He remembered Thee day and night, worshipped Thee
morning and evening, and ceased not to make mention of Thee
at dawn and dusk. He ever spoke Thy praise, supplicated be-
fore Thee, placed his trust in Thee, and yearned to ascend
unto the realm of mysteries, the dawning-place of lights, until
he sacrificed his soul with all eagerness and attraction.

O Lord! Ordain for him entry into the Paradise of refuge,
eternal life in the supreme Paradise, the enjoyment of Thy
favors in the highest heaven, and grant him an exalted station.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and Thou
art the Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB12472

To: Bahman Khudamurad et al., in Yazd

Date: 1920-Feb-08

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Due to the press of work,
I write briefly. Your letter was received. You had written that
the Assembly has been re-elected. This is blessed and auspi-

cious. This gathering will, God willing, illumine that region
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and cause the light of truth to shine forth and gleam resplen-
dently. As to the matter of the cemetery, in truth it will
deliver the helpless dead from the ravens and crows and save
them from such indignity, but you must consider the timing.
If agitation and commotion should arise from those stubborn
mules, postpone it to another time. I hope through His infi-
nite favors that blessing and bounty may be vouchsafed to that
company. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10396

To: Mulla Husayn Ghadanfar son of Ghadanfar, in Mazandaran

Date: 1920-Feb-08

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received.
Though His honor Aqa Siyyid Muhammad-Rida, upon him be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, was not physically present
in the fortress, he was there in spirit, and Aqa Siyyid Ahmad
and Aga Mirza Abu’l-Qasim drank the cup of martyrdom in his
stead. Aga Mirza Abu-Talib has likewise attained his station
with those holy souls upon the throne of pardon and forgiveness
in the Abha Kingdom....
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To: Majdhub, Aqa Jan et al., in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O Lord! O Thou Who graciously aidest whomsoever Thou
willest, with whatsoever Thou willest, unto whatsoever Thou
willest. Verily, that treasury of resignation, that wellspring of
fidelity and fountainhead of purity—the honoured Rida—fell
prey to the cruel tyranny of the people of hatred and malice.
He was, O Lord, sore-tried by the gravest hardships and the
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fiercest oppression of the perverse. He was held fast, time and
again, in the claws of ravening wolves and ferocious lions, until
he fell into the clutches of a savage hound who tormented him
with countless afflictions and weighed him down with galling
chains. All the while, he raised his voice amongst the people,
openly proclaiming Thy Name. Undaunted and undismayed,
he never wavered in teaching Thy Cause. He feared not the
scourge of the oppressors, nor was he frightened by the tribula-
tions meted out by the vicious, the ignoble, the wicked, and the
vengeful. He spoke with the utmost eloquence and presented
the most wondrous proofs with manifest authority.

The hearts of those present were astonished by this dignified
man. They exclaimed, “He is indeed sincere and trustworthy,
and speaketh the truth. He testifieth with absolute honesty
and harboureth no secrets, for his account is but manifest truth
without the least trace of dissimulation, false interpretation, or
unsound commentary; it is indeed clear discourse concerning
this great Cause.”

The oppressors were assured that there was no mischief, no
wrongdoing or rebellion, and no secrets hidden and veiled from
others, and yet they kept him confined to prison. Upon his
release, he travelled to Qum, wherein rule the divines, they
that are in grievous loss. There, once again, he was thrown
into a fortified prison, in whose depths he languished for a
long time, until at last God delivered him through the just
intervention of a noble-minded man.

He never faltered or slackened in chanting the verses of Him
Who is Thy Remembrance and the Source of wisdom. Nay,
rather, he hastened to the gathering of the evil-minded divines
and set forth clear and manifest proofs. Hence the clamour
of the clergy rose high, and they assailed him with grievous
injustice. They cast him again into prison, subjected him to
chains and fetters, and afflicted him with fresh torment. His
weak and feeble frame, unable to sustain such dire hardships,
yielded its life in this Path, and he reached Thy presence de-
tached from all else but Thee, a guest at Thy Holy Threshold.

O Lord! Glorify the abode of this newly arrived guest. Grant
him an exalted station within the precincts of Thy transcen-
dent mercy in the presence of the glorious Companion; con-
fer upon him a dwelling in that immeasurable and boundless
immensity, the vast kingdom of Thy pardon and forgiveness,
which none can comprehend save those whom the Omnipotent
Lord hath inspired.
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pardon whomsoever Thou willest. There is no God but
Thee, the Subtile, the Tender, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Compassionate.

O honourable Majdhub! That leader of the righteous is most
dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Whenever I find a moment, my thoughts
turn again towards thee and I engage in prayer and remem-
brance on thy behalf. Supplications were likewise offered at
the Divine Threshold, that God may bestow His unfailing grace
upon His loved ones.

The Blessed Beauty is established upon the Throne of Lordship,
and we are all novices in the ranks of servitude and are linked
together in thraldom to His Holy Threshold. Nothing greater
can be imagined for the friends than to join ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
servitude to the Sacred Threshold. Since in His commentary
on the Surih of Joseph, the Bab—may my life be offered up
for His sake—hath identified Joseph as the Manifest Beauty,
the true Joseph, and hath referred to Him as “our great and
omnipotent Master”, then whenever thou readest it, thou wilt
but weep and grieve for the wrongs suffered by the Blessed
Beauty. This commentary is not currently at hand for me to
send to thee.

Convey to the handmaiden of God Javahir My greetings.
Prayers for forgiveness were offered for her departed father,
Hakim Hashim. And convey to the handmaidens of God
Tal’at, Ruhiyyih, Tuba, Bahiyyih, Thabitih and Ahdiyyih,
and to Inayatu’llah, Badi’u’llah, Dhabihullah, Rahmatu’llah
and Nusratu’llah the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous
greetings. For all of them I beseech the encompassing favors
and seek endless joy. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.

LOTW#69
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To: Unknown, in Adhirbayjan
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O God, my Mighty Shelter and Most Exalted Refuge! You
see me shedding tears, heaving sighs, and overwhelmed with
grief at the calamities that have befallen me and the successive
afflictions that have come upon me - namely the passing of
Your sincere servants, pure in conscience, clear in heart, who
belonged to Your good and holy court.

O Lord! These are they who heard a caller calling to faith,
saying “Believe in your Lord!” - and they believed. They
sought forgiveness and were illumined by the lamp of guidance
and the light of the Supreme Concourse. They perceived the
fire that was kindled and shining in the holy valley - the Mount
Sinai of Truth and Paran of mystic knowledge. They arose
to aid Your Cause throughout all regions and stood firm in
Your remembrance among the people of unity. They took their
portion from the light of dawn, and their eyes overflowed with
tears out of love for Your beauty, longing to meet You, and
yearning to attain to the precincts of Your mercy. They were so
moved that they were raised to the threshold of Your holiness
and the court of Your mercy.

O Lord! These are birds who spurned the meadows of earth
and grew fond of the gardens of the Supreme Concourse, return-
ing to You with hearts overflowing with faithfulness. O Lord!
Prepare nests for them in the Divine Lote Tree, settle them
on the branches of the Tree of Paradise, immerse them in the
ocean of grandeur, admit them to the gardens of forgiveness,
make them dwell eternally in the gardens of the All-Merciful,
and encompass them with bounty and favor, that they may
glorify You with praise in the Garden of Good-Pleasure and
sing melodious songs upon the branches with varied tunes. Ver-
ily You are the Generous, the Merciful, the Kind, the Gracious
One, and verily You are the Forgiving, the Compassionate, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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AB03043

To: Unknown, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O God! My Lord, my Lord! You see that my utmost desire and
greatest hope is to supplicate to You and to chant the verses
of Your mercy among Your creatures, so that the attribute of
Your mercy may be revealed in its most wondrous meanings
among Your creation. I commune with You, O my near Lord,
and say that Your servant Andalib, the beloved one, has ac-
knowledged Your oneness and confessed Your singleness, and
has answered Your call with passionate attraction to the thresh-
old of Your mercy, saying “Here am I, O God, O Near One,
O Answerer!” He spoke in praise of You and fulfilled his vow
with glorification and attributes before You. He did not falter
in exalting Your Word and establishing proof and evidence for
the seekers, and manifested with clear signs and authority for
those who yearned. He endured every hardship in his famil-
iar homeland and was compelled to migrate to the Center of
Manifestation, the Mount of revelation, the Dayspring of light,
the Merciful Essence and the Eternal Reality, the Luminary
shining and dawning upon the vast horizons.

Lord! In the corner of obscurity he endured every hardship and
withering while his heart was aflame with the fire of Your love,
his tongue speaking Your remembrance, and his talent flowing
with Your praise and attributes among Your loved ones. Lord!
Grant him an exalted station and heavenly gardens of nearness,
that he may take refuge in the hem of Your forgiveness in
Your presence and enter the paradise of meeting You and be
immersed in the ocean of Your pardon and bounty. Send down
solace and comfort upon his family and protect them through
Your generosity and mercy. Verily You are the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Giving.
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AB03343

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in New York
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Praise be to God, the
events of Fast and West are causing infinite joy. The fame of
Baha’u’llah has encompassed East and West, and the call of
the exaltation of God’s Cause has reached the Concourse on
High. According to what they wrote from California, you were
successful there. This is the result of the promise I made to you.
Today, whoever is a herald of the Covenant is victorious and
triumphant through the hosts of the Luminary of the horizons,
and is respected and regarded.

God willing, the matter of marriage will also take place soon.
It must definitely be accomplished at this year’s Convention.

The Tarbiyat School received assistance from the American
friends. Surely this matter is under your consideration. If
assistance could be arranged through the Convention, it would
be very good.

You had written that if an Iranian teacher would come to those
regions and make a tour, it would be very beneficial. There-
fore, it has been written to Iran that a qualified person with
a translator will soon be sent to temporarily make a tour of
America and then return. Surely you will make the utmost
effort in receiving them, and you yourself should also travel to
the states at a suitable time and raise the call to the Covenant
with the utmost enthusiasm and ecstasy so that the favors of
the Luminary of the horizons may encompass all. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#05 p.087
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AB03323

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O illumined loved ones! Night and day ‘Abdu’l-Baha suppli-
cates endlessly at the Sacred Threshold, the Court of the Most
Glorious Beauty, beseeching assistance, protection and victory
for those blessed souls, that they may succeed in all matters.
A letter was written to the honored ladies, upon them be the
Most Glorious Glory, and whatever was necessary was writ-
ten. You must show the utmost consideration and conduct
yourselves in a way that brings them joy. In this wondrous
Dispensation, all matters must be carried out with gentleness
and love. If some matter causes distress and anxiety among the
women, show consideration and convince them, dealing with
them with love and kindness, lest certain individuals with per-
sonal motives find an opportunity - for a few lie in wait for
such occasions. At that point explanation becomes difficult.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

The Cause of God is advancing supremely. Now a minor dis-
agreement between men and women becomes a cause [of dis-
cord], and at such a time when the Cause of God is about to
bear fruit, it becomes a source of lukewarmness and the results
are delayed. For the power of the Cause has encompassed East
and West, and soon “on that day the believers shall rejoice”
will be fulfilled. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04480

To: Muhammad Bagir Hushyar, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O thou who art vigilant and awakened! The angelic messen-
ger appeared when thou didst become conscious and the call
reached thine ear. The deaf ear surely heareth not the di-
vine call, and the dumb tongue engageth not in divine praise.
Praise be to God that the hearing was so acute that the at-
tentive ear heard the divine Word. Praise be to God thou
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hast been delivered from wandering and taken refuge in the
Center of Guidance. Assuredly mysteries will be successively
revealed, thou wilt become aware of divine traces, veils will
be rent asunder, and the dominion of the mystery will become
manifest. The imaginary will vanish and the real beauty will
be revealed. My hope is that day by day thou wilt progress un-
til thou attainest to the essence of the divine purpose, findest
true wealth, discoverest the eternal treasure, presenteth proofs
and evidences, and establisheth mighty arguments.

Thou hast asked about the “Tablet of Chrysolite” and the “Pre-
served Tablet”. By the “Chrysolite Tablet” is meant the Book
of Baha'u’llah’s Covenant which is the Preserved Tablet. It
was hidden and preserved, now it is made manifest and re-
splendent. The Chrysolite Tablet is recorded and enshrined in
the inmost recesses of the Book of the Covenant.
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AB04713

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I hope that through re-
finement of character, tenderness of heart, supreme spirituality
and the power of attraction thou wilt become a diamond mer-
chant, and this is not difficult for God. The Huquq that you
sent has been received. Praise be to God that in the shell of
the heart there are jewels that no thief can steal. The passing
of Jinab-i-‘Andalib has brought grief and sorrow to ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. I became very sorrowful at this bereavement, for Jinab-
i-‘Andalib rendered abundant service at the threshold of the
Forgiving Lord, and opened an eloquent tongue in praise and
tribute to the Desired One, and composed brilliant odes flow-
ing from his talent. This illustrious person had a lofty station
of nearness to God which is not known now but will become ev-
ident and renowned later. Convey on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to his rela-
tives, and likewise to the other friends who are firm in the
Covenant and steadfast in the Testament and Covenant. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Gushtasb Firaydun Farsi, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou hast found the radiance of the celestial Sun and hast
brought thy soul to the Beloved. Thou hast walked the path
of the ancients and become acquainted with the All-Knowing
God. His bounty and grace encompass all, yet the ignorant are
deprived and the priests are heedless of this endless gift.

Convey my utmost kindness to the respected consort, and give
Faridun Gushtasb two kisses from me, and convey my utmost
kindness to Mihraban Ardishir and the mother-in-law Dulat
Hurmuzdyar and Ardishir Mihraban and Bahman Khudadad
and Gushtasb Ardishir and Surush Khursand. I pray for the
parents and sisters and brother that perhaps they may attain
to the honor of faith. As for presence in the Holy Land, travel
is difficult at present - defer it to another time. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09302

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.

As time is lacking, a brief reply must be given - please forgive
Me. Instructing the handmaidens of the Merciful in the home
of Mirza Ishaq Khan will indeed be the cause of nearness to
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the threshold of the Blessed Beauty. I hope that thou shalt be
assisted and confirmed therein.

The gathering with the divines of Sangalaj and the presenta-
tion of luminous proofs and conclusive testimonies was a cause
of great joy. My hope is that thou mayest ever continue to
render service. The glory of glories rest upon thee.
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AB09295

To: Nasrullah Rastigar Taligani, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy latest letter was
received and, praise be to God, it was evidence of great suc-
cess. An answer to thy previous letter was written before the
arrival of this one. My hope is that thou wilt be assisted and
distinguished in accordance with what was written. I beseech
God to assist thee in that which thou desirest and to gladden
thy breast with fresh confirmations. I write briefly - do thou
forgive me, as I have no time. Upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Aminullah Nafahat, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A brief reply is being
written - kindly excuse its brevity. Both dreams are evidence
that thou art regarded with the glance of favor and art near
to the Divine Threshold, and through abundant grace art pro-
tected and joyous in the shelter of the All-Forgiving Lord.
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Although the enemies are intense in their hatred, yet it is hoped
that the justice of the government will prevent the extension
of the hand of transgression.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Shuaullah Alai, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Feb-10

O true servant of Baha’u’llah! Though brief in length, thy let-
ter was profound in meaning - indeed, it was a mighty volume
and evidence of the luminosity of that beloved one. I beseech
confirmation for thee, seek divine assistance on thy behalf, and
wish thee success in both worlds. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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ABU1237

Words spoken on 1920-Feb-15 in Haifa/Akka

You must think now of spiritual affairs. Try to enlighten the
morals and try to spread the teachings of Baha'u’llah, so that
this fire of dissension which is burning in the world may be
extinguished. It is impossible for the different nations and
parties which exist now - such as socialists, Bolshevists, the
extremists or radicals, strikers and those who wish for abso-
lute authority, to leave these dissensions and be united - save
through Baha'u’llah’s teachings.

The teachings of Baha'w’llah are like the sun and these dis-
sensions are like the darkness. This darkness cannot be dis-
pelled except through the teachings of Baha’u’llah. The snow
of disagreement has covered all the world and this snow cannot
be melted except through the teachings of Baha'u’llah. The
teachings of Baha’u’llah declare the unity of the world. The
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teachings of Baha'u’llah are a shining reality. The teachings of
Baha’u’llah will dispel all national disunion, all racial disunion,
and the teachings of Baha’u’llah will conquer the economic dif-
ficulties. This is the essence of questions.

You must all try to give life to the dead people, to make the
blind see, the deaf hear, and to give all the help you can to the
poor. This is what attracts heavenly assistance.

Now you are going on your way home. For each one you must
have a message. Convey to all my greetings and tell them that
they are all my friends, my very dear friends and the servants
of His Holiness Baha’u’llah, and for this reason they are dear to
me. [ am always thinking of them and I am constantly praying
for them in the Kingdom of Abha, so that they may become
lighted candles, so that the light of guidance may radiate from
them, so that they may become shining stars in the Heaven of
Truth, that the light of Truth may shine in this world, so that
they may be the comforters of the people, so that they may
live in accord with one another, so that they may sacrifice their
own souls in the service of one another, so that they may be
the consolers of the poor, so that they may be the kind parents
of the orphans and so that they may relieve the sick. Convey
this message.

SW_ v11#12 p.224-225

AB10663

To: School of Vahdat-i-Bashar et al., in Kashan
Date: 1920-Feb-15

O Lord, my Hope! Aid Thou these righteous souls to spread
the lights from the Kingdom of Mysteries throughout those
regions, and make them diffusers of the holy fragrances in those
lands, speakers of Thy praise among the chosen, upraisers of
the ensigns of guidance, and founders of the edifice of piety,
drawn ever toward Thy all-glorious Kingdom. Verily, Thou
art the Generous; verily, Thou art the Great; verily, Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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ABO07000

AB12813

To: Ibrahimzadih Kashani, Murad et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-16

O gathering of the beloved ones! Praise be to God that you
are shining lamps in the sanctuary of Israel and have learned
lessons of inner meanings and truth in the school of Abraham.
You are the living cypress in the garden of the hopes of the
ancients and the smiling rosebud in the avenue of the desires of
those great ones. Give thanks that you have been blessed with
this supreme gift - that you have become the manifestations
of the praise and glory of Abraham, that you have become the
noble family of Israel, and that you have become the objects
of honor and reverence to Aaron and Moses. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07000

To: Bahman Khudamurad et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-17

O divine friends! Jinab-i-Amin has mentioned you in multiple
letters and has praised you highly, saying that these souls are in
the utmost firmness and steadfastness and are engaged in pro-
moting the divine Faith. May they not dissolve this company
partnership. I hope that through divine favors this partner-
ship will be blessed, for all the pillars of this partnership are
firm and steadfast and are known for their divine love in that
region. Therefore it is not appropriate that this partnership
be dissolved and this sign of blessing be abrogated. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o3daze laaal 55 gl Sl AN O 6
§ oof 3 e Sle s ooyt 1, 18 53
Gt s il Opf Sl 5o sE O
(*“b dlg,g,ffi ol s (-L} 63y o
S U S plpdel Al S
;,,li@x,g,fj.:@\o%\\,_;.m;;fj\)
10T 55 e Ay hn
s;f(’,fjlg_\'cdgwwb\h
eI T e 5 552 T ol T

YARP2.367 p.291

136


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/bahaiyan-i-kashan.pdf#page=207
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-297.html

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB02207

AB02207

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Through Jinab-i-Hakim-
i-Ilahi the letter arrived. Its contents were filled with praise-
worthy meanings and caused joy, for the friends of Faran are
gushing forth like the flame of Faran. However, postpone the
presence of that kind friend with a group of the friends to an-
other time, for currently wisdom does not require it, and your
presence in that region is like an effective antidote. Praise be
to God, the feast of Faran is a celebration in the rose garden.
My hope is that Khurasan may become a paradise of Abha
and the Word of God may be so widely diffused that that re-
gion becomes light upon light. Convey my utmost kindness to
the handmaidens of the Merciful, and likewise to the men and
women relatives.

Give to the pure Jamaliyyih leaf the glad tidings of divine
favors from me, and herald to all the loved ones the favors
of the Blessed Beauty. Convey the most wondrous and glori-
ous greetings to Jinab-i-Mirza Qudratu’llah Khan. I beseech
God that they may be assisted in teaching the young ones.
Convey utmost love and kindness from Abdul-Baha to that
respected person. My hope is that they may attain success
in both worlds, and in this transient world lay such a founda-
tion that will remain firm and enduring forever in the endless
world, and render such service to the divine court that will
endure forever in the infinite pavilion.

O you who are enchanted, who are madly in love, wandering in
the desert of love and passion and infatuation for the Beloved
of the horizons! My hope is that at a suitable time you may
succeed in attaining the presence with [Abu’i Mirza Khalil]
Aqa, unfurl the banner of proclamation, cast fire into the souls
of the dispirited ones, and kindle a flame in the hearts of the
dejected ones. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO02557

AB02557

To: Farid, Shalum son of Ilyahu (Hamadan) et al., in Arak
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O true friends! At every moment I open my tongue in thanks-
giving at the threshold of the Ancient Beauty, so that we
may all share and partake in servitude at the Holy Thresh-
old. This obscure one has no merit or worthiness, but the all-
encompassing grace encompasses all and the meaning of “He
singles out for His mercy whomsoever He pleases” is fulfilled.
What capacity has an atom to receive the bounty of the sun,
and what power has a tiny bird to soar to the heights of an
eagle? What merit has a dried plant to find freshness and del-
icacy in this rose garden and become a fruitful tree? But the
grace of the Glorious Lord is immense and the bounty of the
Ancient Lord is like an all-encompassing ocean.

Therefore night and day we must strive and endeavor that
perchance in gratitude for the favors of the one true God we
may draw breath and make the world a companion to this
abundant grace. Praise be to God, the friends in Hamadan
are all-knowing - in truth they are like flowing cypress trees
in the stream of the love of God and they design flowers of
inner meanings in the avenue of the knowledge of God. They
are patient and zealous, not resting for a moment. From that
seat of ancient Iranian sovereignty good news arrives and from
the gardens of hearts perfumed breezes reach the nostrils. The
hope is that day by day it will become brighter and make
extraordinary progress.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02649

To: Afnan Alai, Habibullah et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O Afnan of the Divine Tree! Your letter was received and care-
fully read. This house which they are now selling must cer-
tainly be purchased soon, as it is very important. Surely you
and the divine friends will make the utmost effort in this im-
portant matter. If cash were available here, the entire amount
would be sent immediately, but the expenses here are beyond
measure and this sum is not at hand. However, we will manage
to provide one thousand tumans by whatever means possible.
God willing, may the divine friends and the Spiritual Assembly
make sacrifices in this important matter, or may you succeed in
arranging installment payments over two years. This thousand
tumans has been telegraphed to Haji Amin to be sent imme-
diately, and this sum of one thousand tumans will be sent by
whatever means possible - be assured of this.

2 As for the expenses of the Holy House, write every year and
they will be sent from here. Through the favors of the Intended
Lord, I hope that the honored Afnans of the Blessed Tree will
be distinguished in all things and become the cause of promot-
ing the Faith and Covenant so that the confirmations of the
Blessed Beauty may encompass you and whatever is the fruit
of existence may be attained.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! Convey the utmost
kindness, sincerity of intention and love from ‘Abdu’l-Baha
to Jinab-i-Ustad Muhammad-i-Banna, who is confirmed and
assisted in blessed services. Due to lack of time this was written
briefly. “The excuse is acceptable to noble people.”
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AB04115

ABO04115

To: Mirza Aqa Hakim Farid, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O spiritual friend! Your letter arrived. Due to lack of time,
the response is written with utmost brevity. The letter was
a musk-diffusing perfume, fragrant and sweet-scented. The
fragrance of self-effacement and evanescence in the path of the
Most Glorious Beauty was wafting from it. In the words of the
poet:

“What is a veil between lover and beloved?

Neither Alexander’s wall is an obstacle nor a barrier.”

The power of the love of God makes the heart like a mirror -
pure and gleaming and free and distinct from every rust. There-

fore the beauty and perfection of the friends from both sides
is reflected in it.

5 As for the two signs of the maturity of the world, their expla-

nation must remain veiled at present. Wisdom requires this.

Great joy was attained from the spirit and fragrance of the
friends of that region and the formation of gatherings of fellow-
ship.

Convey the most wondrous and glorious greetings to Jinab-i-
Akhavi Mirza Ala’u’d-Din.

Forgiveness and pardon of sins was sought for the parents of
that kind friend.

Convey with utmost longing the most wondrous and glori-
ous greetings to the mother of the children, the Handmaiden
of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting, and to Aqa
Mirza Ali and Aga Mirza Mustafa and Mirza Baha.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09297

AB06262

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O Forgiving, Loving and All-Knowing One! Make the hand-
maiden of God Tuba radiant and cause her to soar in the infi-
nite heights. Make her the intimate companion of the birds of
that boundless space and harmonize her with the birds of the
garden of immortality. You are the Bestower, the Illuminating
One, and the Kind.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The dream you saw
indicates that you will undertake new seed-sowing and fresh
teaching work. I will supplicate and beseech at the threshold
of the Most Glorious Beauty and seek mighty confirmations
for that entire family. Regarding your presence there, as you
had written: your presence in those regions is purely beneficial
since you are engaged in service. Permission will be granted
later.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09297

To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.

Due to lack of time, a brief reply is being written. The purchase

of the house adjacent to the Blessed House is most essential.

Instructions have been sent to remit one thousand tumans by

whatever means possible, even if it requires taking on debt.

Furthermore, the Spiritual Assembly and the friends of God
must show the utmost sacrifice in this matter. A reply was
written to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Aqa, the physician - please deliver
it to him. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oo p pe ) Aoy W 2l Ol b (!
)Jgﬁb.yfniwr}‘/fa:?—gg\ﬁ
S dll oY Sl CuSHle Cy o
o P w5 ph e Ces 2 g Ol
25 ab Bl s ey, i Ko sl
5 Nl g2 Gldle Sl o U
235 ph Sl b GBI e Bl Lt

6‘6‘\” ) ey il

INBA17:125

141


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-423.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=127

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB09402

AB09315

To: Khusraw, Firuzih et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O pure souls! Praise be to God that you have been illumined by
the celestial light and have become like a flower garden with the
blossoms and flowers of spiritual realities and meanings. The
sweet fragrance from the rose garden of truth has perfumed
your nostrils, and the rays of the Sun of the All-Merciful have
brightened your eyes. This heavenly bounty is precious indeed,
for it leads the soul to the Beloved and guides the thirsty one
to the infinite ocean. Give thanks unto God.
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AB09402

To: Shirin Khusru (related to Mihraban Khusru) et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-18

O descendants of his honor Khusraw - Khusraw and Rustam,
Khusraw and Shirin, Khusraw and Munirih Khanum, upon
them be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious! Say not “Khus-
raw” - rather say “a whole world of love and faithfulness, af-
fection and purity”” He is the embodiment of spirit and the
personification of love. He is ever cheerful and smiling, full of
joy and fragrance. Give thanks to God that you have such a
father who is firm in his faith, caring and kind. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02497

To: Baha’is of Yazd
Date: 1920-Feb-19

O friends of God! Jinab-i-Rustam loosed his tongue in praise,
saying that the friends in Yazd - those who suffered calamities
in the path of God and those who endured tribulations in the
divine way - despite severe trials, through powerful divine con-
firmations have again surged like the ocean and arisen to serve.
Their songs of praise and glorification reach continuously to the
Supreme Concourse, their cries of “O what bliss! O what bliss!”
ascend successively to the Abha Kingdom. They hold magnif-
icent celebrations and supremely adorned festivals where the
lute and oud play melodies of the Abha Paradise, where the
overflowing cup contains the wine of the love of God, where
the bright candle is the Luminary of the horizons, and where
the Beauty of Abha graces their gathering.

From this glad tidings and joyful news, the heart and soul of
Abdul-Baha attained utmost joy. I raised my hands in sup-
plication and entreaty to the Kingdom of Glory and at every
moment sought assistance and bounty for you. I hope this
hope will dawn like the morning of aspirations and give the
friends the ultimate glad tidings of grace.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

O Forgiving One! Make Jamshid Tirandaz intimate with the
Kingdom of mysteries, and fulfill Khusraw Khudamurad’s de-
sire, and make Rustam’s harvest joyous and delightful in the
Kingdom of pardon. O Forgiver! Make these souls success-
ful and make these pure spirits radiant. Immerse them in
the ocean of forgiveness and make them companions of the
Supreme Concourse. Thou art the Ever-Living, the Forgiving,

and Thou art the Helper of every grateful servant.
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AB02926

To: Relatives of the Pilgrim (Rustam Tirandaz) et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-19

O relatives and connections of Jinab-i-Zair, the pilgrim to
the Ka’bah of the Intended One, the beloved Jinab-i-Rustam
Tirandaz. When he reached the holy threshold and made the
sacred dust the collyrium of his insight’s eye, he remembered
you and loosed his tongue in mentioning you, and from the cir-
cumambulation point of the Supreme Concourse he especially
beseeched assistance and grace for each one of you. In this self-
sacrifice he showed no shortcoming and made no failing. Praise
God that you have such a kind friend who, in this blessed spot,
is like a surging sea in mentioning you and like the morning
breeze in coming and going. Although at present this bounty
and gift is not visible or famous, in the Abha Kingdom it is
like the shining sun and known. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

The name of Jinab-i-Rustam Tirandaz’s son is Suhrab.
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AB03163

To: Rustam Tirandaz Payman
Date: 1920-Feb-19

O thou who hast visited the Most Exalted Shrine and circled
round the Supreme Horizon! Praise be to God that thou hast
made a worthy effort, traversed wilderness and desert, and
reached thy goal. Thou hast laid thy brow at the Luminous
Threshold and perfumed thy face and hair with the sacred dust
of that Holy Court. Thou hast brought glad tidings and great
news that the divine friends in Tehran constantly arrange cel-
ebrations and festivities, and with utmost effort and strength
strive to exalt the Word of God, and share in servitude at the
Sacred Threshold of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. They diffuse the divine
fragrances and exalt the Word of God, teaching with complete
sacrifice of self. Great gatherings have been established and
teaching assemblies are formed with perfect wisdom and clar-
ity in full public view, such that the notables have no power
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to assail or oppose them. Praise be to God that the grace and
bounty of the Blessed Beauty has created such days when the
Cause of God shines forth with such might and power. Thirty
years ago none of the friends dared acknowledge their Faith
to strangers. Now the Divine Cause has appeared with such
overwhelming force that:

“In the city there is no commotion save the curls of the
Beloved’s tresses

In all horizons there is no tumult save the curve of the Friend’s
eyebrow”

Nevertheless, great wisdom is needed lest it cause alarm to
others.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03821

To: Founders of Gulistan Company et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-19

O my friends! In the world of humanity there are few in-
stitutions as fruitful as the Gulistan Company. This zeal-
ous company strives to rescue the ascended souls and purified
bodies from the clutches of crows and ravens and predatory
birds. Though outwardly no custom appears more inauspi-
cious than this, nevertheless the ignorant priests strive to pre-
vent and destroy the Gulistan, so that respected bodies be-
come prey for vultures and carrion birds, causing every wise
person to be repelled by its sight and every conscious person
to be greatly astonished. But do not be sorrowful, do not be
grieved. Through praiseworthy effort, this blessed matter will
ultimately be achieved. Patience is necessary. One must act
with wisdom so that no pretext falls into the hands of the
priests and they do not engage in endless mischief.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Bahman Khudamurad et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-19

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God, the
Payman administration is illumined by the light of faith
and confirmed through the aid and care of the All-Merciful.
These blessed souls are, with utmost sincerity, assisted by
special grace, and the encompassing of divine favors will
be evident in the future, for they are like an impregnable
fortress in their steadfastness and constancy, and in diffusing
the divine fragrances they stand firm before the multitudes
and hosts. Therefore, in thanksgiving for these favors they
must bow down and prostrate themselves, and because of this
confirmation and success become enthralled and attracted
to the Intended Lord. They must chant the verses of unity
and interpret the words of the Glorious Lord. In the arena
of proof they must arise with manifest authority, and in the
field of mystic knowledge become spiritual horsemen of the
All-Merciful. And upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04800

To: Baha’is of Qazvin et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-19

O true Parsees! Your letter was received. Your ancestors and
forebears longed for but a moment of this time. They would
lament through the nights and with tear-filled eyes would be-
seech this abundant grace. This crown of bounty has been
placed upon your heads and this radiance of the Sun of Truth
has shed its light upon you. Since you are their descendants
and the remembrance of those ancestors, in truth their desire
has been fulfilled. Now is the time for the signs and results of
this gift to become manifest and apparent.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB02059

To: Ali-Akbar Ahadzadih Miyaniji, in Mianeg
Date: 1920-Feb-20+

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Letters arrive from East
and West like spring rain, and other occupations are beyond
count. Therefore be not saddened by the brevity of the reply,
as I am constrained. His honor Aga Ahad, your father, is
immersed in the ocean of forgiveness in the eternal Kingdom
and in the world of mysteries is filled with the wine of the
divine presence.

O my God! O my God! This is Thy servant Ahad who was
unique among those drawn nigh, peerless among the sincere
ones, and distinguished among the steadfast. He remained
firm in the Faith and grew in the garden of Thy good-pleasure.
He returned unto Thee with an eloquent tongue and a heart
overflowing with the wine of Thy love. He endured every hard-
ship and tribulation from the enemies yet never faltered in
remembrance and praise. Rather his face shone like a lamp
and he spread glad-tidings and joy with all strength and de-
light. O Lord! Make blessed his morning, illumine his lamp,
immerse him in the ocean of Thy favors and make him a sign
of Thy mercy in the Kingdom of forgiveness. Verily Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful, the Bestower.

Praise be to God
that in the love of God thou hast a burning heart and a radi-
ant face, and in tribulations art patient, dignified, determined
and zealous. Convey my utmost longing to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Fadlu’llah, the remembrance of Haji Iman. I hope that in
Miyanj he will embody faith such that it will spread to Zan-
jan and portray the illumination of Siyyid Ashraf and Aba-
Basir and his honor the physician. Likewise convey my utmost
longing to the beloved ones in Miyanj. From the divine fa-
vors, with utmost supplication, lamentation and restlessness,
I beseech that He bestow ultimate enthusiasm and joy upon
those respected beloved souls, that they may raise a wondrous
melody to the ethereal sphere and grant spirit and delight to
the spiritual ones in the holy court.
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AB01669

To: Muhammad Hasan Akhavan Safa, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O brother! The letter from that mine of faithfulness and
essence of purity and herald of God’s Cause, Aqa Mirza Mahdi
Ikhvan-i-Safa, arrived. That honored person ascended to the
horizon of glory in Isfahan, and repeatedly prayers and tablets
of visitation were written for him. Surely by now you have
become aware of them. Despite lack of time, ‘Abdu’l-Baha un-
dertook to write those detailed papers. Consider how affected
I became by his martyrdom. That illustrious person is a mar-
tyr, for he was always in severe danger in God’s path. Finally,
while teaching, he hastened to the Kingdom of the Glorious
Lord. That blessed soul was fruitful and free from every bond.
Now his worth is not known, but soon it will become evident
and manifest.

O Lord! Immerse these ascending souls in the ocean of forgive-
ness. Forgive sins, bestow gifts, cause them to be immersed in
the ocean of lights in the Kingdom of mysteries.

O divine friends! Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Hasan Ikhvan-i-Safa
has, out of faithfulness, mentioned each of your names in his
letter and requested individual replies. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha does
not have a minute of time or rest. Letters pour down from
all horizons like spring rain, and night and day ‘Abdu’l-Baha
both writes and attends to administrative affairs. From Amer-
ica alone, without exaggeration, letters arrive - including one
person who sent twenty letters consecutively, yet there has not
been opportunity to answer even one letter. However, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s love for the friends in Iran is endless. Therefore, all
time is devoted to correspondence with the friends in Iran, for
the friends in Iran have sacrificed their lives in the path of
the All-Merciful and have become tested and proven believers.
Therefore they are the object of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s endless love.

O Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Hasan! Forgiveness was sought for
those who have ascended, and a detailed message was written
for those present. Surely you will excuse more than this. An
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apology is acceptable to noble souls. And upon you be the

Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03755

To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O ye recipients of the favors of God! In this new and wondrous
Age, the unshakable foundation is the teaching of sciences and
arts. According to explicit Holy Texts, every child must be
taught crafts and arts, to the degree that is needful. Wherefore,
in every city and village, schools must be established and every
child in that city or village is to engage in study to the necessary
degree. It followeth that whatever soul shall offer his aid to
bring this about will assuredly be accepted at the heavenly
Threshold, and extolled by the Company on high. Since ye
have striven hard toward this all-important end, it is my hope
that ye will reap your reward from the Lord of clear tokens and
signs, and that the glances of heavenly grace will turn your way.

God, my God! This great company and mighty group has
arisen to serve Thee and promote sciences with abundant re-
solve, without deficiency or weariness. Lord, accept from them
this contribution and assist them with Thy hosts on the Day of
the Covenant and make them mighty signs among all people.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
Thou art the Strong, the Mighty.

SWAB#109
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AB12298

To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O blessed souls! In truth, you are faithful servants at the
Sacred Threshold and radiant lights in the gathering of the
friends. This endeavor you are making is the cause of the
quickening of souls, for you are providing funds for the teach-
ers, and through your efforts these teachers travel to various
regions and quicken souls. No righteous deed is greater than
spending in the path of the Luminary of the horizons to assist
the teachers. The proof of faith in the world of humanity is
giving. This is a test. Therefore, the utmost joy is derived
from your endeavor, as you have arisen with such self-sacrifice.

O my God! O my God! These are servants who have spent of
their wealth in Thy path that Thy fragrances might be diffused
throughout Thy lands, that Thy Word might be exalted among
Thy creation, and that Thy teachings might be established
among Thy creatures. They have no purpose save Thy good-
pleasure and no hope except drawing near unto Thee in Thy
Kingdom. O Lord! Send down upon them a blessing from
heaven and a gift from the Concourse on High. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful over what Thou willest, and verily, Thou hast
power over all things.
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AB12333

To: Shaykh Muhsin Naimi Naini (Dabir Muaid), in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Multiple prayers and
letters were written and sent regarding the schools of Hamadan
and those souls who have arisen to provide assistance, as well
as those blessed souls who give contributions for teaching. Now
again, a letter has been received from you containing the names
of those who spend their wealth to assist the schools and sup-
port teaching work.
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2 Consider then, and be fair: ‘Abdu’l-Baha, despite His countless
occupations and correspondence with East and West single-
handedly, and the attacks of enemies, and the emergence of
problems beyond count or measure, has in a short time twice
written multiple pages regarding this blessed matter. Let it
be clear and evident how much care He takes and how He
makes efforts beyond imagination. This is sufficient proof of
how much attachment of heart He has for you and those blessed
souls.

Yet still you complain - no matter, it shows your appetite and
you say “Give me more, O ‘Abdu’l-Baha!” In any case, be
assured that sincere souls have always been and will continue
to be the recipients of bounty.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB04632

To: Spiritual Assembly of Bandar Pahlavi et al., in Anzali

Date: 1920-Feb-26

O loved ones of God! In this dawn, when the light of the An-
cient Beauty’s favor shines forth moment by moment, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha sets about writing this reply in hopes of the joy of the
friends. Your letter, which was a musk-scented missive, was
opened in this gathering. Sweet fragrances were diffused and
nostrils were perfumed, for it was a sign of sincerity and an
expression of what was in the hearts of special friends. Praise
be to God that through your presence Anzali has become a
blessed dwelling place. The sweet fragrances of the Abha Par-
adise are diffused, hearts are gladdened, souls are assured, and
spirits are attracted. Through the assistance of the Lord of
hidden favors, it is hoped that day by day spiritual progress in
that port will become manifest and renowned. And I beseech
from the Divine Threshold unlimited confirmations. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04860

To: Baha’is of Hamadan
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O you who spend in the path of God! The proof of faith is the
spending of wealth and life: “Those who strive in the path of
God with their wealth and their souls.” Praise be to God that
you are arising to do this. These acceptable deeds will take on
a tangible form in the Abha Kingdom and will yield boundless
fruits. This tree that is planted in the realm of possibility will
reach to the branches of the Supreme Concourse, becoming full
of leaves and blossoms, laden with fruits, and these fruits will
be scattered throughout the world of existence. One righteous
deed becomes the cause of abundant bounty. Praise be to God
that you have been assisted to achieve this. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

O my God, my God! These righteous ones spend their wealth
in the promotion of knowledge by night and by day, they give
freely in private and in public, and spare no effort whatsoever.
O Lord! Crown them with the diadems of glory among the
free, and shine upon them through Thy name of Bounty in the
hours of night and the periods of day. Verily, Thou art the
Giver, the Bestower, the Generous, the All-Bountiful.
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ABO05381

To: Baha’is of Husaynabad (Yazd) et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O kind friends! Your letter was received and its reading
brought the utmost joy, for praise be to God, you are
successful in service and through the grace of the Most
Glorious Beauty are immersed in bounty. Whatever project
that His Holiness the one ascended to God, Jinab Aqga Mirza
Mihdi Akhavan-i-Safa, has guided is the very truth and in
accordance with wisdom. You should certainly carry it out
and remember his blessed name and leave some trace of him in
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and whatever the luminous assembly
that has been formed from the villages considers advisable,
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carry that out. Regarding the cemetery matter, a response
was written and sent previously - you will certainly receive
information about it. And upon you be the Most Glorious

Glory.
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To: Mihraban Bahram brother of Mastir Khudabakhsh, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O Lord! The evil-minded priests martyred and made to disap-
pear Master Khodabakhsh, who was a manifestation of grace,
through oppression and cruelty. This pure soul sacrificed him-
self and hastened to the field of sacrifice. Make this respected
person the chief of martyrs and the spiritual leader of the spir-
itual ones. Grant him a crown and diadem in the Abha King-
dom and place the crown of eternal glory upon his head, for he
is deserving of this grace. O Lord! A soul who could not live af-
ter this great calamity hastened to Thy world - he is worthy of
favors and deserving of aid. And Bahram, grief-stricken, who
witnessed his son’s tragedy and could not bear the martyrdom
of Khodabakhsh and hastened to the zenith of Thy grace and
forgiveness - make this afflicted soul noble in Thy world. O
Thou Mighty and Powerful One! The oppressive souls deserve
severe punishment and retribution - the longer they remain,
the more oppression they commit. Do not let these tyrannical
souls endure. Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Husaynabad et al.
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O spiritual friends! Today the most confirmed and successful
matter in the world of existence is the matter of teaching and
the investigation of truth. Praise be to God, you have arranged
an assembly and sought the good pleasure of the All-Knowing
Lord. Assuredly you will be confirmed and successful. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

O honored Haji Ali! Your numerous letters containing various
questions arrived at a time when there is not even an oppor-
tunity to write one word. How can the pen of Abdul-Baha
engage in explaining, elaborating and clarifying these blessed
verses? I swear by your precious life that there is absolutely
no opportunity. This depends on giving answers verbally, oth-
erwise writing is not possible. I have no time. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Gushtasb Rustam brother of Sifidvash, in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O aware servant of God! In this blessed day my hope is that
you will be assisted in that which is worthy and befitting.

When an illegitimate intention is joined with action, the pun-
ishment is severe. And for mere intention, if it is strong in
conception and determination, a lighter punishment of one de-
gree is ordained for it. But vain imaginings which are of the
nature of delusions - their mere occurrence results from spiri-
tual weakness. For these imaginings there is no punishment.

The science of jafr had currency in the Qur’anic Dispensation,
but its derived principles were unknown, therefore correct re-
sults were not obtained. But in this Dispensation all are com-
manded not to pursue matters that do not yield great results.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

i & a5 )y’L :F Jff NEEIEY)
%L&”J)\A@Fﬁh{@)j\

& —
e Y el Se

AKHA_121BE #04 p.b, PYB#094 p.03x,
MAS2.060, RMT.170-171

AB07692

To: Ustad Nushiravan Mihraban et al., in Husaynabad
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O ye beloved of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The divine springtime hath ar-
rived, the morn of hope hath dawned, and the breezes from the
direction of God’s favor have blown. Every tree that was fresh
and verdant hath brought forth blossoms and leaves, while ev-
ery tree that was dry and withered remained deprived of this
heavenly bounty. Give thanks unto God that ye, like unto fresh
saplings, have found new life through the bounty of the vernal
showers and the wafting of the breezes of the All-Merciful.

> And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB08983

To: Vajdi, Bahram et al., in Bombay
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O my kind friends! Mihraban Adar has requested a special
letter for each one of you, but regrettably I do not have the
time, so I am writing to you collectively. At all times I am
gladdened by thoughts of you and I beseech divine favors and
assistance, that you may become the recipients of His aid and
be encompassed by the bounties of Him Who is the Hidden
Bestower of favors. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB08691

To: Shirin daughter of Mihraban, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O thou handmaiden of the Sacred Threshold!

Since thou art engaged in educating young girls in the farm
of Qasimabad, rest assured that ultimately thou wilt be suc-
cessful. Supplications have been offered at the Threshold of
Oneness for the healing of thy respected spouse. Convey my
greetings to Bahram, son of Ardeshir. I hope through the fa-
vors of the Lord, the Gracious, that Khurramshah will become
a place of joy. The verses thou hadst written are indeed in the
utmost eloquence and fluency - they flow like water, smooth,
articulate and eloquent.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO08745

To: Tirandaz Khudarahm, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O thou musk-scented visitor to ‘Abdu’l-Baha! When He beheld
thy face, He caught the fragrance of thy nature. I beseech
boundless bounties for thee and for thy father Khudarahm,
and I seek the favors of the All-Merciful Lord. For Gulbanu
Ardishir I seek sweet milk from the breast of forgiveness, and
for the fortune of Ardishir I desire a portion and share from the
bounty and pardon of the Lord of creation. And for Shahryar
Khudabakhsh I seek boundless bounty and infinite favors. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09298

To: Binish Hagju, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Due to lack of time, a brief reply is being written. The ob-
servation thou hadst made was most appropriate. To travel
throughout Fars and its surroundings and engage in teaching
the Cause would be most fitting. Regarding expenses, a letter
will be written to the Trustee instructing him to send funds to
thee in Shiraz. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09784

To: Khudadad Ardishir Tafti
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O Ardishir Khudadad! Every soul has a desire. Praise be
to God that thy desire is the good-pleasure of God and thy
purpose the bounties of the Lord. I hope that thou wilt succeed
in attaining the desire of thy heart and soul. There is no time,
so I write briefly. What thou hadst sent through Isfandiyar
arrived.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mihraban Kiyumarth Bahman
Date: 1920-Feb-26

O kind Kiyumars! Firdawsi says:
“The first sovereign who established dominion,
The chief of kings was Kiyumars”

Your namesake established sovereignty in the world of dust. I
beseech God that you may lay the foundation of kingship in
the pure world, so that you may receive a portion and share of
endless favors. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09414

To: Ustad Shahriyar Khursand
Date: 1920-Feb-29

O Shahriyar! May God be thy helper and supporter, that thy
heart and soul may become joyous and manifest the radiance
of divine favor. Strive thou, as far as thou art able, to become
a brilliant lamp and a light in the gathering, that thou mayest
be the cause of glory to thy forebears and receive an abundant
portion from the spirituality of the sages.

> In every instance mayest thou witness the fulfillment of thy
desire and, through the strength of thine own arm, be rendered
victorious and triumphant.

And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.
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Words to Mr and Mr C R Ashbee in March 1920 in Akka

‘First,” said he, ‘we must get rid of all glosses, Talmuds, codes
of divinity, and clerical law. Get back to the revealed word
of God where we can. Christ had the revealed word, so had
Mohammed, so had others before them, but - and here’s the
point - those revelations were for their own day and environ-
ment. You cannot always take the literal interpretation of
first-century Syria or eighth-century Arabia and say in its ap-
plication it is true now.

He gave the impression of being very modest about his own
teaching, adding that the East was in a bad way, needed light,
and had to be told these things. That was the reason for
Bahaullah and the Bab.

‘Then,’ said he, ‘all the nations must come together, there must
be a league of nations for the government of the world.

He sketched out a sort of council appointed by the presidents,
the kings, and the democracies.

‘And the existing League?’ we asked.

He smiled and shook his head. ‘That is only the merest begin-
ning. It is not representative of all. It palliates the disease, the
disease of discord. It is no remedy’

APN.116-120

ABO02381

To: Sara Louisa Blomfield, in Switzerland
Date: 1920-Mar-11

O esteemed lady! Your letter dated 9 January 1920 hath been
received, and from its contents the utmost gladness and joy
were attained, for it bore witness to firmness and steadfastness
in this mighty Cause. Thou hadst written that thy dear son,
Mr. Frank, derived the utmost joy from my message. It be-
hoveth him indeed to be thus, for that message was truth itself,
proceeding from the sentiments of conscience and the prompt-
ings of the heart. My heart sent forth that message. As to the
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injury that befell the knee, I besought healing for it from the
True Healer. Assuredly by now it hath been wholly removed.

It is my hope that thou mayest be confirmed in that important
cause, which is of greatest service to the world of humanity, for
those poor children are dying of hunger and their condition is
truly heart-rending. This is but one of the many evils of war.

The English lady who hath established this society will as-
suredly become the recipient of the confirmations of the Abha
Kingdom. I hope that this lady, Eglantyne Jebb, and her sis-
ter, Mrs. Buxton, may both become attracted to the teachings
of Baha’u’llah, for in reality they are serving His teachings.

I enclose two photographs for thee to deliver to them. To
these two esteemed ladies convey my respectful greetings and
say: “Ye are serving both the world of humanity and the Sa-
cred Threshold of God. Ye are praised by Baha'u’llah, for ye
are acting in accordance with His teachings. My hope is that
ye may shine as two bright candles upon the world of human-
ity, serve the cause of divine civilization, be aided to obtain
everlasting life, and attain honour in the Kingdom of God.”

My health, praise be to God, is much better than the days
when I was in Europe, and the entire family also enjoyeth good
health. All are longing to see thee and send thee their loving
greetings.

Shoghi Effendi is proceeding to those regions. Thou wilt un-
doubtedly consider and treat him as thine own son and wilt
fulfil all the requirements of motherly affection.

LBLT.202x, ABCC.512x
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To: Pauline A Hannen, in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Mar-19

O Thou Compassionate Lord!

Thou knowest the magnitude of my sorrow as I engage in this
following supplication. The favored servant of the Kingdom,
Mr. Hannen, that pure and spotless soul, was the first self-
sacrificing person in the path of the Merciful One. At night he
was restless and during the day he was untiring. Not a moment
did he rest and all his lifetime was consecrated to the service
of the Kingdom. In the assemblage of Thy friends he was
an active member and in the gathering of Thy favored ones
an enkindled torch. In the horizon of guidance he twinkled
like a radiant star and in the Abha Paradise he appeared a
magnificent palm. He was an illumined soul, merciful, kingly,
lordly.

At present that bright candle has been extinguished in the
globe of this mortal world that thereby it may shine resplen-
dently in the globe of the Kingdom. That radiant star has
set from this world below that it may rise effulgently from the
Supreme Horizon.

O Thou Forgiving Lord!

Set up this esteemed soul in Thy Glorious Kingdom upon the
thrones of everlasting sovereignty and make him a heavenly
prince. Help him to soar in the limitless realm and draw him
unto the close companionship of heavenly birds in the hidden
world. Immerse him in the ocean of Light, and make him the
prince over the Realm of Mysteries. Bring him into the efful-
gent concourse and help him to attain his object in the realm
of Thy presence and the heights of the Supreme Concourse.

Thou art the Forgiver, the Pardoner, and the Compassionate!
O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

This calamity is overwhelming and painful, and undoubtedly
its effects are more severe. A thousand times alas, that like
unto star, that glorious personage disappeared from the hori-
zon of the immensity of space. He has arisen form a horizon
that knows no setting and has hastened unto a realm that
is infinite. He has been detached from this world below and
has attained into Everlasting Life. He has ascended from this
gloomy world and hastened to the Center of Light.
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Grieve not therefore and be not despondent. Enkindle his lamp
and strive that the orchard of his highest wish may abound
with fruitful trees. Rest thou assured in the bounties of the
Lord of Hosts and endeavor to be confirmed by the favors of the
gloriuos Lord. If he has disappeared from this plane, grieve not,
for thou shalt find him in the divine realm. Be not sad at this
temporary separation, thou shalt enjoy eternal companionship
in the realm above. Be thou therefore patient and forbearing,
firm and assured.

Upon thee be Baha-el-Abha!

SW__v11#05 p.090-091

AB12154

To: Ishaq son of Ashur (Kashan) et al., in Arak

Date: 1920-Mar-21

O friends of God! The honored pilgrim requested a special
letter for each one of you, but this servant has no time to
write even a line, for occupations and difficulties pour down
like heavy rain. Nevertheless, due to the surge of love in my
heart and soul, I have undertaken to write this letter so you
may know how loving this heart is.

Today is the second day of Naw-Ruz, and the fame of God’s
Cause in the gatherings of the horizons is like a night-illumining
candle. The might of God’s Cause has stirred the horizons.
Most ears are ready for this Call. Important matters that are
signs of the power and might of the blessed Cause are occurring
these days, but their disclosure is not permitted, thus they
remain concealed.

Now is the time for the friends of God to arise, according to
the divine teachings, letter by letter, so that their conduct and
behavior may attract the hearts of both ruler and ruled. This
is an important matter. If we succeed in achieving this great
bounty, the brilliant lights will illuminate every region. Praise
be to God, the friends in Iran, especially in Hamadan, are truly
self-sacrificing and set an example for others.

I beseech the divine threshold with utmost humility and suppli-
cation for your confirmation and success, that in every moment
a dewdrop may fall from the ocean of favors and the trees of
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being may become fresh and verdant. New power must be
confirmed, for confirmation must be continuous and assistance
unceasing, like the rays of the sun - if cut off for even the blink
of an eye, there is darkness upon darkness.

O God! Assist this goodly company and ascending group in all
matters and in kindness and care for all people, and make them,
O my God, the source of lights and the center of mysteries,
striving to exalt Thy Word night and day. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Mighty, the Chosen One.

O friends of God! Postpone your presence in the Holy Land to
another time. Now there are obstacles in the way. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Aqa Khan, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Mar-24

O servant of the divine threshold! Both your previous and
subsequent letters were received, but the multitude of occupa-
tions prevented a swift reply. I do not have a moment’s rest.
Due to extensive reading and writing, my body and eyes suffer
tremendously, therefore please excuse me. Now I write a brief
reply that you should be assured that I have the utmost love
and attachment for you and I beseech divine favors for confir-
mation and success. After the ascension of Jinab-i-*Andalib,
a prayer was written and sent. Surely it has arrived. I am
thinking of sending a teacher to those regions. Be assured, be
assured. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06136

To: Kaykhusraw Hurmuzdyar Rustam, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Mar-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
The dream thou hadst seen hath this interpretation: The rising
of the brilliant star is the appearance of the Blessed Beauty,
and the dispersal of the clouds into variegated fish means that
clouds which prevent the sun from appearing are the ancient
superstitions and beliefs which have been transformed into cor-
rect truths, and these correct beliefs are the fish of the sea of
truth. And the appearance of the cross of Christ is the manifes-
tation of the reality of sacrifice, but in Persian script, meaning
that souls from among the Persian people will be enabled to
sacrifice their lives. And when the sea of truth surges, the
fish, which are the correct truths and established beliefs, will
become manifest and apparent. All of these are proofs of the
exaltation of the Cause of God and the Word of God. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02117

To: Spiritual Assembly of Los Angeles
Date: 1920-Mar-27

O ye respected souls! From the continual imitation of ancient
and worn-out ways, the world had grown dark as darksome
night. The fundamentals of the divine Teachings had passed
from memory; their pith and heart had been totally forgotten,
and the people were holding on to husks. The nations had, like
tattered garments long outworn, fallen into a pitiful condition.

Out of this pitch blackness there dawned the morning splen-
dour of the Teachings of Baha’u’llah. He hath dressed the
world with a garment new and fair, and that new garment is
the principles which have come down from God.

Now the new age is here and creation is reborn. Humanity
hath taken on new life. The autumn hath gone by, and the
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reviving spring is here. All things are now made new. Arts and
industries have been reborn, there are new discoveries in sci-
ence, and there are new inventions; even the details of human
affairs, such as dress and personal effects — even weapons — all
these have likewise been renewed. The laws and procedures of
every government have been revised. Renewal is the order of
the day.

And all this newness hath its source in the fresh outpourings
of wondrous grace and favour from the Lord of the Kingdom,
which have renewed the world. The people, therefore, must be
set completely free from their old patterns of thought, that all
their attention may be focused upon these new principles, for
these are the light of this time and the very spirit of this age.

Unless these Teachings are effectively spread among the people,
until the old ways, the old concepts, are gone and forgotten,
this world of being will find no peace, nor will it reflect the
perfections of the Heavenly Kingdom. Strive ye with all your
hearts to make the heedless conscious, to waken those who
sleep, to bring knowledge to the ignorant, to make the blind
to see, the deaf to hear, and restore the dead to life.

It behoveth you to show forth such power, such endurance, as
to astonish all beholders. The confirmations of the Kingdom
are with you. Upon you be the glory of the All-Glorious.
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AB02933

To: Killius, Mr et al., in Montana
Date: 1920-Mar-27

O two firm ones in the Covenant! Your letter dated January
28, 1920 was received. Its contents were filled with spiritual
meanings and proved your firmness and steadfastness in God’s
Covenant.

Although there are many veins and nerves in the physical body,
the pulsating artery that moves and stirs creation is the power
of the Covenant. No other force has such influence, and none
but the firm soul is assisted and confirmed. Observe carefully
that every soul firm in the Covenant is like a bright candle
giving light to all, while every wavering one is disappointed,
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defeated, extinguished and lifeless - a moving corpse. This
proof is sufficient.

Give thanks to God that you travel to various lands and regions
and like a spring breeze pass through every city breathing new
life.

Praise be to God, your deceased father gazed upon the Most
Great Scene, drank the cup of guidance, and flew without
wings to the infinite realm. I pray that your esteemed mother
may also be guided.

The date 1335 is not lunar but solar, so it has not yet arrived.

Praise be to God that in Springfield the fragrance of the love
of God has spread and the call of the Kingdom has been raised.
The photograph of your dear son Russell was seen. Truly great
intelligence is evident in his features. I pray that the friends
in that city may make spiritual progress day by day.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v11#18 p.308

AB07993

To: Charles M Hanson, in Minnesota
Date: 1920-Mar-27

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The glad tidings of the
unity of the friends brought joy and fragrance. No tidings can
bestow such happiness and delight as the unity of the friends,
for until the unity of the Baha'’is is firmly established, how can
it become the cause of the unity of the human world? First
must the Baha’is be united with one another in the utmost love
and oneness, that they may raise aloft the banner of the unity
of mankind. Therefore I was made happy by this news from
you, and my hope is that you may travel and journey through
the cities of that state and spread the teachings of Baha'u’llah.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW__v12#12 p.201
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AB08640

To: James Morton, in United States
Date: 1920-Mar-27

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy attendance at
the Esperanto Congress in The Hague in the month of Au-
gust is most fitting. Thou must exert thy utmost effort there
and promote the divine teachings, among which is the unity
of language. From there thou shouldst proceed to the Holy
Land, then hasten to Iran, return to America, and there en-
gage in public speaking, relating all that thou hast witnessed
and heralding the exaltation of the Cause of God. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

SW_ v11#18 p.306

AB10018

To: Russell Jurgens, in Montana
Date: 1920-Mar-27

O beloved child!

> Praise be to God that thou hast entered the divine Kingdom
while of tender age and that thou hast received a share of
the manifold bounties of the Lord of Hosts. I supplicate the
Almighty that thou mayest be reared in the bosom of the love
of God and attain maturity with utmost love and ecstasy.

May the glory of the Most Glorious rest upon thee!

BRL__CHILD#30, SW_ v11#18 p.308
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AB04211

To: Roberta Balfour Thudichum, in Carmel, CA
Date: 1920-Mar-28

O thou maidservant of God! Praise be to God that thou to-
gether with thy daughter, Miss Engelhorn, Mrs. Rosella Den-
nis and Mrs. Willis have passed several days in that Carmel
occupied in prayer. God willing some day may come when ye
may have the attainment of visiting the Carmel of Palestine.

The death of Mr. Hannen has exceedingly affected Abdul
Baha because that honored personage was indeed firm in the
Covenant and engrossed in service of the Most High God Baha-
Ullah. Verily he was a brilliant candle, fruitful tree and carried
on his services to the Kingdom as much as he should.

Therefore he hastened from this finite world to the Infinite One,
ascended from this dark world to the Apex of Luminosity and
from this temporary life passed into the Everlasting One.

Convey my greetings and longing to the friends of Sebastopol
and those of other cities. I am supplicating the confirmation
of the Kingdom and the Support and Favor of His Most High
Baha-Ullah for them. Upon thee be the Glory of The Most
Glorious!

BSTW#247

AB06914

To: Abdu’l-Husayn nephew of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Mar-28

O kinsman of him who attained the presence of his Lord in the
Most Exalted Kingdom! Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Hasan wrote
the details about the funeral procession for that illustrious per-
son, Jinab-i-*‘Andalib. Your services in this great and accepted
commemoration at the threshold of the Lord, the All-Bountiful,
are most welcome. The friends should be like this, striving to
honor and venerate one another, whether living or deceased.
Now that you have arisen to perform this righteous deed and
carried that deceased one’s casket with the utmost respect,
causing others to marvel, rest assured that the recompense for
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these good deeds will be bestowed from the Kingdom of the
Lord of Signs. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02585

To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz
Date: 1920-Mar-30

O ye who are near to the Divine Threshold! Your letter was
received, and the enclosed note caused great joy, that this es-
teemed person made such an undertaking and made such a con-
tribution. All that one strives for and carries out and expends
during one’s lifetime is forgotten - this is natural. However,
this endeavor, which pertains to the supernatural realm, will
never be forgotten and will forever, throughout centuries and
ages, bestow its musk-laden fragrance upon all nostrils. For
this matter occurred under the shadow of the Face - “All that
is upon it shall pass away, and there shall remain the Face of
thy Lord, possessed of Glory and Honor.” And likewise it shall
be the cause of eternal glory in both worlds.

His distinguished son was met in Paris and the utmost fellow-
ship was achieved. He is truly worthy, deserving and noble.
Likewise observe how the power of God’s Cause is becoming
evident and manifest, that such an illustrious person would
make such a sacrifice for a place where that perfumed body
was entrusted for one or two nights - this purified body that
for fifty years, out of fear of the enemies’ desecration, could not
be placed anywhere, for the enemies were lying in wait and had
they gotten hold of it they would have burned it. Now it has
reached such a station that such a respected soul would sac-
rifice so much for a place where merely a fragrance of that
perfumed body had wafted, “and this is of the bounty of my
Lord, so take heed, O ye who have eyes to see.” And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00829

To: Julia Isbruker
Date: 1920-0/

O thou who dost search after truth! Thy letter of 13 December
1920 hath come.

From the days of Adam until today, the religions of God have
been made manifest, one following the other, and each one of
them fulfilled its due function, revived mankind, and provided
education and enlightenment. They freed the people from the
darkness of the world of nature and ushered them into the
brightness of the Kingdom. As each succeeding Faith and Law
became revealed it remained for some centuries a richly fruit-
ful tree and to it was committed the happiness of humankind.
However, as the centuries rolled by, it aged, it flourished no
more and put forth no fruit, wherefore was it then made young
again.

The religion of God is one religion, but it must ever be renewed.
Moses, for example, was sent forth to man and He established
a Law, and the Children of Israel, through that Mosaic Law,
were delivered out of their ignorance and came into the light;
they were lifted up from their abjectness and attained to a
glory that fadeth not. Still, as the long years wore on, that
radiance passed by, that splendour set, that bright day turned
to night; and once that night grew triply dark, the star of the
Messiah dawned, so that again a glory lit the world.

Our meaning is this: the religion of God is one, and it is the
educator of humankind, but still, it needs must be made new.
When thou dost plant a tree, its height increaseth day by day.
It putteth forth blossoms and leaves and luscious fruits. But
after a long time, it doth grow old, yielding no fruitage any
more. Then doth the Husbandman of Truth take up the seed
from that same tree, and plant it in a pure soil; and lo, there
standeth the first tree, even as it was before.

Note thou carefully that in this world of being, all things must
ever be made new. Look at the material world about thee, see
how it hath now been renewed. The thoughts have changed,
the ways of life have been revised, the sciences and arts show a
new vigour, discoveries and inventions are new, perceptions are
new. How then could such a vital power as religion — the guar-
antor of mankind’s great advances, the very means of attaining
everlasting life, the fosterer of infinite excellence, the light of
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both worlds — not be made new? This would be incompatible
with the grace and loving-kindness of the Lord.

; Religion, moreover, is not a series of beliefs, a set of customs;

religion is the teachings of the Lord God, teachings which con-
stitute the very life of humankind, which urge high thoughts
upon the mind, refine the character, and lay the groundwork
for man’s everlasting honour.

Note thou: could these fevers in the world of the mind, these
fires of war and hate, of resentment and malice among the
nations, this aggression of peoples against peoples, which have
destroyed the tranquillity of the whole world ever be made
to abate, except through the living waters of the teachings of
God? No, never!

And this is clear: a power above and beyond the powers of
nature must needs be brought to bear, to change this black
darkness into light, and these hatreds and resentments, grudges
and spites, these endless wrangles and wars, into fellowship and
love amongst all the peoples of the earth. This power is none
other than the breathings of the Holy Spirit and the mighty
inflow of the Word of God.
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AB12396

To: Frieda Nothaft, in Holstein
Date: 1920-04

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Give thanks
to God that thou hast found the light of guidance and turned
to the Kingdom of God. Thou hast been delivered from the
evil of self and desire and freed from the darkness of the world
of nature. Though thou art distant in place and clime, yet thou
art near in heart and spirit. Thou art present with ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. I hope that through the bestowals of Baha'u’llah thy
face may be illumined with the light of the Kingdom and thy
heart may become a garden through heavenly bounty. May
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thou be quickened by the breaths of the Holy Spirit and bap-

tized with the spirit of the love of God and the water of eternal
life. May thou find new life and obtain boundless bounty. Rest
thou assured of God’s grace and favor.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.514

ABU3591

Words to Inez Cook spoken in Apr. 1920 in Haifa

Until the sun rises in the West, the door of repentance will
remain open.

PN_ 1920 p113

ABO02158

Date: 1920-Apr-01

My Lord, my Lord! Thou seest that no year and no days pass
except that I hear the death-crier wailing and proclaiming that
the winds of oppression and enmity have blown fiercely upon
one of the lamps of guidance which was lit and shining from
the Blessed Tree in the highest paradise, and have extinguished
and snuffed out that radiant lamp. At this, tears flow from me
and grief intensifies within me and I weep with the weeping of
the bereaved.

O Lord! Thy servant Nasru’llah, the glorious martyr in the
field of sacrifice, drawn to the Most Glorious Kingdom, was
detached from the world and his heart was freed from self and
desire, chanting the verses of guidance and expounding the
most excellent path and proclaiming the Word of God to all,
and neither the fear of the oppressors nor the might of the
hostile ones nor the quaking power of princes nor the assault
of bitter enemies took hold of him. Rather he remained firm
as the mountains, confronting the attack of ravening wolves
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and resisting fierce beasts with a patient heart. He contin-
ued calling to the glorious horizon and the brilliant dawn with
conclusive proof and stirring the hearts of the loved ones with
glad tidings from the Most Exalted Horizon. Then the savage
beasts of the wilderness fell upon him on a dark night and shot
him with bullets that pierced his heart and vitals. And he sur-
rendered his spirit in that greatest shock, drawn to the field of
sacrifice, leaving his relatives in terror and regret and anguish
without end.

Lord! He was a sign from among Thy signs and a speaking
word from among Thy words, deriving light from Thy names
and attributes until he attained martyrdom before Thee, hop-
ing to reach Thee. Lord! Raise high his stations and prepare
for him an abode in the highest ranks and make him an inti-
mate companion in the Kingdom of Beauty and an associate
in the Heaven of Glory and one immersed in the sea of light in
the Kingdom of Mysteries. Verily Thou art the Generous, the
Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB04021

To: Miftahul Muluk Yazdani
Date: 1920-Apr-01

O thou who art bewildered and infatuated with the Truth and
renowned for thy love of the Beloved of all horizons!

The people of Iran are captive to the sleep of heedlessness.
They are unaware that the wise ones of the West have be-
come enamored with the Moon-faced Beloved of the East and
enchanted by that musk-scented tress. The philosophers of Eu-
rope and America have transcended their subtle and abstruse
thoughts and raised love’s battle cry and the intoxicated shout,
“Glory be to God! The West is awake while the East remains
captive to the sleep of heedlessness. Those far have drawn
near while those near remain remote. The Jacobs, though a
thousand leagues distant, have their nostrils perfumed by the
fragrance of Joseph’s garment, while the bearers of the garment
remain deprived and remote from the manifest light.”

Iran is the dawning-place of lights and the dayspring of the Sun
of Truth. Despite this, the Iranians are in eclipse while the wise
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ones in distant climes are illumined and manifest. Therefore
give thanks to God that despite the surge and swell of relatives,
thou hast opened the eye of truth-discernment and become the
manifestation of “We removed thy veil from thee and piercing
is thy vision this day” and “He singles out for His mercy whom-
soever He willeth. This is of God’s bounty which He bestoweth
upon whomsoever He willeth.”

Jinab-i-Mirza Ahmad Khan Yazdani, praise be to God, arrived
safe and protected. You may be assured in every respect.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Usku’i, Muhammad Taqi et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1920-Apr-02

O believers! O believers! Although you are far and remote
in that land, yet you are present and renowned at the Sacred
Threshold. Nearness is through heart and soul, not through
the weak body. His Holiness Joseph was in the land of Egypt
and His Holiness Jacob in the land of Canaan, yet despite
this great distance, the fragrance of Joseph’s garment was per-
ceived. In any case, give thanks to God that though absent
you are present, and gazing toward the highest horizon. You
are embraced by the glance of favor and intoxicated with the
wine of mercy. In every moment I seek a dewdrop from the
ocean of bounty for those longing souls, and I ask for mighty
confirmation and success. My hope is that the ultimate desire
may be achieved.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

33303 01 55 dm p Oliate 6 Ol
Dsen 5 p2l> ddis a5 55 Ly ST
ol ot & IV | PUS PTG
Oy pan 2] 50 Caey O >
Colws O 2l QST Lo s s
ol A platiod foy ad “42l) ok
Sl a el b 81 e s S
3 e s ALl 5 et 55
o8 Ol Sle @ o) (g3 0 s Sy Pl
f;lﬂ'-‘d:”j:%i“;(,“ﬂu«#ﬁbém
dpam 3551 Sl 8 Cadlir pol a5

b

AYBY.451 #191

174


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA5/ma5-184.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-215.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-460.html

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO07936

AB06073

To: Abbas Nimatullah Najafabadi, in Eqgypt
Date: 1920-Apr-02

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter arrived and
your New Year’s greeting was accepted. It is hoped that this
Naw-Ruz will be victorious so that the loved ones of God in
all the world will become joyous and happy and increase their
sacrifice. Naw-Ruz must have manifestation and expression,
otherwise it is like other days. Its luminosity lies in sacrifice
and the establishment of divine qualities. On the day of Naw-
Ruz, Jinab-i-Aga ‘Abbasquli endowed three thousand square
cubits of land on Mount Carmel as a dedication to the Sacred
Shrine, that either a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar be established or a
school be built. This is the manifestation and expression of
Naw-Ruz. Convey wondrous greetings to all the friends and
give them the glad tidings of new confirmation and abundant
grace from the Blessed Beauty. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB07936

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Apr-02

O servant of the Threshold of the Most Great Name! Your let-
ter dated 13 Rajab 1338 arrived. You had written that praise
be to God, during these times due to the arrival of Tablets and
travelers, a fresh joy and boundless delight has been attained
by the friends. This news brought happiness. Regarding the
publication of the Writings, a letter will be written to the Spir-
itual Assembly. The papers which you had submitted with
your letter were received. Prayers were offered at the Thresh-
old of Oneness for divine bounties and blessings for the sender.
Due to lack of time, this brief note is written. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09144

To: Mahbubiyyih, Huriyyih et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Apr-02

O ye fruits of the tree of Supreme Sacrifice! That embodiment sztf Ol Fam gy Dby )Lc\ ! A.U\}a
of spirit hastened unto the field of martyrdom, and that incar- o7 , csks Glasle Olug s o ol
nation of light shone forth above the horizon of redemption.
He cast upon that family such a ray as shall remain for ever
shining and refulgent. Ye are the leaves of that tree and the
fruits of that heavenly sadratu’l-muntaha. Do ye appreciate )
the value of this bounty, and recognize the sublimity of this Ll O 2 Ol e s il Canse O 8
honour. Strive ye to show forth the utmost freshness, delicacy OS5 il b Ll s 55y
and sweetness. Upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious. e s ;lc IRV Iryive
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To: Unknown, in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Apr-03

O my God! O Lord of the East and Lord of the West, who )).n v uvjal\ u) PRSP u) L A

illumineth both horizons with the light shining forth from the { 6}/} ol e CLL“J\) ,JL |

twin Dawning-Places, and who quencheth the thirst of hearts
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AB11768

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1920-Apr-04

O trustworthy one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter dated 21 & v\ @L § Sl Wlae ul &
Jamadiyu’l-Avval 1338 was received. All your letters are pure
truth, but affairs must revolve around the pivot of wisdom.
Therefore, perhaps in view of the Most Great Compassion some
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accommodation will be made, but those accommodations are
the essence of wisdom. Later you will observe this.

Praise be to God, Tehran has become calm and at peace, and
through the efforts of the firm and steadfast friends, differences
are being resolved day by day. Thus whatever happens is the
essence of wisdom.

Aga Hasan and Aga Ghulam-‘Ali arrived in Istanbul. Aqa
Ghulam-‘Ali went to Europe and Aga Hasan the cook arrived
in the Holy Land. God willing, he will be accepted.

In truth, you are purely sincere - whatever you write is purely
sincere. From the beginning of the Cause, his honor Bagqiroff
has served with the utmost truthfulness, purity, firmness and
steadfastness. Therefore the glance of favor encompasses him
from every direction.

His honor Ahmad Khan Yazdani has arrived and is present. I
summoned him for a service - to deliver my letter to the Hague
conference along with another person. This is the essence of
wisdom. Afterwards I will send him back.

O Amin, your letter of 14 Jamadiyu’l-Avval also arrived. In
this letter you wrote that although some souls make untrue rep-
resentations, they are concealed and kindness is shown. This
is due to the Most Great Compassion - otherwise do not think
this is mere forbearance. There are many considerations that
cannot be explained.

The appointment of his honor Haji Ghulam-Rida is most ac-
ceptable and beloved. You yourself wrote that Mansur came
into the blessed presence while you were present. Great kind-
ness was shown to him, and his honor Aga Rida recited that
verse in response to you. Therefore know that in all matters
there is wisdom. This is why the Blessed Beauty states: “We
hear the lie and remain silent, and the liar thinks We are un-
aware.”

The packets I send in your name are all sealed. If they are
opened, know that treachery has occurred. Send letters only
through his honor Baqiroff. These recent letters of yours had
not been opened.

O Amin, the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for
Him) explicitly stated in the Tablets that whoever intends to
visit the Holy Land must have the means. Therefore explain

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S s spiwe Jodelaw (6,8 il i
sl dis e da CdSs e odelus
25

s 035 Calyy oSl Ol b b ab|
b Sax sy O B b sl
Cd R e EYSAV 4{-.\-‘_}.&’ EYSAV]

Jyedl 35 oM BT L e BT Ol
MM‘? d}jﬁ 41\\;\14\ ey J,.,AJLA* U#JL

O o i 4] Al JAle g iR
23 ol B CLEL O s el 2l
Cade Caalzal y O5f 5 Lo 5 B ¢

Mol S ol Sl Ja 1d ilessé

b j\ )"‘L’) ‘}.,o‘_} L;‘J}’ dl’ .,\?~\ g.)L'o;
R 0 8 s s et

o Sl o sl ey

ey d;Y\Lg;Le:ﬂi Vg fael cpel Ol
oo sam & Hesst php 0K 1y
o by Ao 20 Bl Mo
Sl B O ssiee le LB 5 s
Colylde o & Lze O NIy cl (8
356 Ol ol & can (bt Sl
5 e sl Lo oY (sl Ol G
Saasspain § S35 php Dog Oyt
St G2p 2l 5 el SDle a2
22 Loy BY Ol 5 oge b 5L Sl L]
8§ a1 sl )y 4l OF L Ol
dlos & o) ol 55 el o 3
sy oSy G ot Al e Sl
Lo aisy 3K

ol g 4 G a8l e {é\?{)’,
oo ond Bl & asly 5,2 5L
Ui ..&)\J JL«H)\ J‘}L uL:- ‘AL..«\}{ &
sy o 3L 1 e e )

03l oy SObe dlar (el Ol

G g B p 8 Nopp fra )
[RU AR CL..M Al wliis 35ate 2

177

8



Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO00697

this to the friends. Many souls who do not have the means
encounter hardship during their presence and return journey,
and this causes them distress, and that distress prevents the
attainment of the fruits of pilgrimage. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

O Amin, the illumined grave of his holiness Rida’r-Ruh in
Yazd has not yet been built, and the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is very grieved about this. That blessed soul who was the joy
of the righteous and exemplar of the chosen ones deserves the
utmost respect, honor and reverence. Therefore immediately
send an amount to Yazd so that illumined tomb may be built
in the utmost perfection, and inscribe on the headstone: “Ver-
ily Rida’r-Ruh has sought the threshold of the Most Holy, the
All-Glorious. May the angels of mercy and forgiveness descend
upon him from his Lord, the All-Merciful” And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

Convey my utmost longing to his honor the father of Mirza
Subhi, Aga Mirza Husayn ibn-i-‘Ammih, and likewise to his
honor Haji Ghulam-Rida. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas.

Build the graves of his honor Adib and his honor Ibn-i-Abhar
quickly according to previous instructions.
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AB00697

To: Nawvvab et al., in Faran
Date: 1920-Apr-06

O essences of being! The honored Shah Khalil has written
a letter mentioning each of your blessed names one by one
and requesting an individual letter for each person. Although
‘Abdu’l-Baha has no opportunity to write even a word, despite
this, my heart and soul were so stirred that I involuntarily
began to write, for I am moved by thoughts of you and am
like a brilliant lamp in remembrance of you. No joy remains
for ‘Abdu’l-Baha except the sweet fragrances from the rose
garden of the hearts of the loved ones. This is my spirit and
delight, this is the joy of my heart and soul - that souls arise
who know nothing but Baha and find no ecstasy and rapture
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except in His love, who are brimming cups of the wine of His
bestowals and radiant lamps of His grace and bounty.

O true friends! Praise be to God that the fame of the Cause of
God has encompassed East and West, and the call of the Abha
Kingdom has conquered the world. From every quarter rises
the cry of “O Glory of the All-Glorious!” and from every region
ascends the call of “O Thou the Most Exalted!” Praise be to
God, it has been proven and established among all peoples
and nations that the people of Baha are people of peace and
reconciliation, free from war and weapons, well-wishers of the
world and lovers of all humanity, sacrificing their lives for the
ease and comfort of all people and spending heart and soul in
the path of truth.

Now is the time for the friends to surge like the sea and roar
like leviathans, so that the bestowals of the Blessed Beauty
may course through the veins and nerves of all humanity, and
the human world may become a divine world, and the face of
the earth may become as the Garden of Paradise. Strife and
conflict may utterly disappear and unity of condition may be
manifested among all nations.

O divine friends! Praise be to God, you wear the crown of
the bounty of the Most Great Name upon your heads and are
clothed in the robe and mantle of the Ancient Lord. Succes-
sive confirmations descend and continuous success follows. The
Sun of Reality shines with utmost brilliance from the unseen
realm, the divine springtime spreads its bounties throughout
all regions, the breeze of grace is blowing and the ocean of
bounty is surging. Know the value of these divine bestowals
and sacrifice your lives. My hope is that in servitude at the
Threshold of the Blessed Beauty you may become partners and
companions with ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is the ultimate hope and
greatest bounty.

5 And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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AB11642

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Apr-06

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Two letters were re-
ceived from you, and both were bright and radiant like the
two stars of Ursa Minor, for they spoke of the attraction and
enthusiasm of the friends and were clear evidence of the firm-
ness and steadfastness of the faithful companions. In truth,
you have no purpose except the good-pleasure of the Blessed
Beauty and no desire except to be enkindled with the fire of
the love of God. Praise be to God that luminous gatherings
have been established in Faran and all are engaged in servi-
tude at the Sacred Threshold, and for now there is security in
most places. Give glad-tidings of divine assistance and bounty
to his excellency Salar, and give the good news of the Blessed
Beauty’s bestowals to his excellency Hashmat. The endless fa-
vors encompass all and the confirmations of the All-Merciful
follow one after another. You had sought permission to at-
tain the presence - at present your presence is needed in that
region and you are serving at the Sacred Threshold and are
free from all impurities. Now strive so that organization, or-
der and teaching may be completed - afterwards permission for
presence will be granted. For his honor who has ascended to
God, Jinab-i-Javad, forgiveness was sought from the Threshold
of the Mighty, the Bestower:

2 “O my God! O my God! Verily Your servant Javad, with de-
tached heart, followed the path of guidance, dealt with people
according to Your teachings in all lands, and feared the Day of
Reckoning, until he left this worldly life and ascended on wings
of success to the highest horizon, the threshold of Your holi-
ness in the Most Glorious Kingdom. O Lord! Make him drunk
with the wine of forgiveness and crown him with the diadem
of pardon in the Garden of Paradise, that he may enter among
the free with a radiant countenance bearing the light of the
All-Merciful. O Lord! Let the cup of Your favors overflow for
him in the midst of Paradise and cause him to dwell near Your
mercy in the realm of lights, the scene of mysteries. Verily You
are the Forgiving, the Merciful, the Bestower.”

Convey consolation on my behalf to the handmaiden of God his
late mother, the handmaiden of God his wife, and their noble
son. And convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to
the esteemed son Habib the eloquent and articulate composer
of lyric poetry and odes [Aqa Jalalullah]|, and to Sulayman
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Mirza, Mirza Husayn Aqa, Aqajan Mirza, Parviz, Khusraw
Khan, Mirza Hasan Aqa and Husayn Khan. The heart’s desire
is that a letter be written separately to each one, but by the
dear life of that kind friend, there is absolutely no opportunity,
and even writing this requires setting aside all other matters
to focus on this correspondence. From America alone, thirty
letters have thus far been received from a single person, and it
has not been possible to write even a line in response. You can
judge accordingly. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Qudratullah Husaynuf, in Faran
Date: 1920-Apr-06

O thou steadfast in the Covenant! In reply to thy letter, I am
obliged to be brief. Praise thou God that thou hast succeeded
in becoming a teacher of young Baha’is—young trees of the
Abha Paradise—and at the same time art able to benefit the
other children as well.

According to the explicit divine Text, teaching the children
is indispensable and obligatory. It followeth that teachers are
servants of the Lord God, since they have arisen to perform this
task, which is the same as worship. You must therefore offer
praise with every breath, for you are educating your spiritual
children.

The spiritual father is greater than the physical one, for the
latter bestoweth but this world’s life, whereas the former en-
doweth his child with life everlasting. This is why, in the Law
of God, teachers are listed among the heirs.

Now you, in reality, have acquired all these spiritual children
free and gratis, and that is better than having physical chil-
dren; for such children are not grateful to their fathers, since
they feel that the father serveth them because he must—and
therefore no matter what he doeth for them, they pay it no
mind. Spiritual children, however, are always appreciative of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ds# Sl o by I Pl Ol LB (6
‘g*s"/dlé;f‘(‘)‘-*&fﬁpwh
O3 s Sl g S OV (}x: s

Al s g 0 o Uikl Sl 2

M Corly 5 23 e o 065 gl
ab £6 L) asley O e Olole Oldas
Wb b culsle )l oLle § Cods
Aoy oVl s & 22U &ISE 25 p

Ll

Ly Sl Glawor S 51 ohel Glosy Sy
Wl Gl Sl o Gl
ol ) Glosle GBS Cam Gy ooy

N3gdee D) ey 3 o i Slyy 5l S
G5 Gyms SVl ap ) S lias W Jls
SVl Ly ol Glewa 5Y) 51 A &
2osE L od My L 5 O Glewer
hy A4S ad) I wlae s Ceds
Ol s 058 b 5me 3Vl Ul )l
Joodl e ol Ky s e s
oy 4 ikl dlldel gyl & e U3

181


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/frh.pdf#page=194

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABI11710

their father’s loving-kindness. This, verily, is out of the grace
of thy Lord, the Beneficent.
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AB11710

To: Murtida Quli Bayk Farani
Date: 1920-Apr-06

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received and
from its contents it became known that you are in the utmost
excitement and enthusiasm, and are in perfect attraction the
companion and associate of the friends of God. The land of
Kha is the herald of the most great and glorious favors. It is
certain that souls from the essence of sanctity will be raised
up in that country. You desire to circumambulate the point
of adoration of the Concourse on High. For now, postpone it
until such time as Shah Khalil resolves to visit the Promised
Land - you too are then permitted. Convey my greetings and
praise to Hassan Aqa. In response to their request, a prayer
seeking forgiveness was offered at the threshold of oneness for
Khayru’-Nisa, Sahib-Sultan and Furughiyyih-Sultan:

“O my God! O my God! These are maidservants who have
arisen in faithfulness at Thy holy threshold, O Lord of the
Most Beautiful Names, and have hastened to the wellspring of
Thy mercy in the world of eternity. O Lord! Immerse them in
the seas of Thy great mercy, and shelter them at Thy luminous
holy threshold, and forgive them through Thy mercy which has
encompassed all things. And upon them be the Most Glorious
Glory”
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Mashhad et al.
Date: 1920-Apr-06

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! A letter was sent by Jinab- &7 4d o) ol Jab olg , Okl !
i-ibn-i-Shahid-i-Turbati mentioning the praiseworthy activities s34 5 dly5 0L Of Jom 55 5 0058 L))
of those illumined frien‘ds who have es.tablish.ed a teaching ‘aS— By w‘ &7 b Wles 46 Cl’“ Jaz WL s
sembly for the promotion of the manifest Light of the Faith e | e ;
and so that souls may be guided by the divine teachings and 6-&# S oA b fJ 5% o
the verses of unity may be spread abroad. This news was most 33 Sz s U “}/ ke g Ul
effective and brought great joy. ‘Abdu’l-Baha offered suppli- ¢ Il o8 Tl 5 59 ans 2
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These conditions surely attract confirmations and draw forth N s
eV el ey Slady sl

divine assistance. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
MKTS8.050a

ABU2309

Words to Dr. Zia Bagdadi, spoken on 1920-Apr-06 in Haifa

My Lord, this is an article written by Miss Martha Root which
appeared in a Cleveland newspaper; it contains a Tablet from
Abdul-Baha, the contents of which are to the effect that un-
less the white and colored races become united, there will be
bloodshed; that through the Bahai teachings only can racial,
political and religious prejudices pass away; that the Bahai
teachings are the only means that shall bring about love and
unity.

Abdul’Baha said: “Yes, this is the truth. If the races do not
come to an agreement, there can be no question or doubt of
bloodshed. When I was in America, I told the white and col-
ored people that it was incumbent upon them to be united or
else there would be the shedding of blood. I did not say more
than this so that they might not be saddened. But, indeed,
there is a greater danger than only the shedding of blood. It
is the destruction of America. Because aside from the racial
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prejudice there is another agitating factor. It is that of Amer-
ica’s enemies. These enemies are agitating both sides, that is,
they are stirring up the white race against the colored race and
the colored race against the white race. But of this the Amer-
icans are submerged in the sea of ignorance. They will regret
it. But of what use will their regret be after the destruction of
America? Will it be of any use then?”

I told him of a letter which I had received from Chicago during
the week, stating that two houses belonging to colored Bahais
had been bombed with dynamite. Abdul-Baha said: “I fore-
tell things before they happen and I write about them before
they occur. The destruction of two or three houses is of no
importance, but the importance lies in what is coming, which
is the destruction of America. The Arabs have many proverbs.
For instance, ‘Heavy rains begin with drops before it pours,’
and ‘The dancer starts with shaking the shoulder, then the
whole body” Now is the time for the Americans to take up
this matter and united both the white and the colored races.
Otherwise, hasten ye towards destruction! Hasten ye toward
devastation!”

SW_ v124#05 p.120-121

AB08000

To: Nafahat, Aminullah et al., in Tihran
Date: 1920-Apr-06

O God, my God! Verily, Thy kindly maidservant Sakinih hath
hastened unto Thee and crossed over to the threshold of Thy
mercifulness, hopeful of Thy forgiveness and Thy pardon, seek-
ing Thy grace and Thy bounty, supplicating the kingdom of
mercy and entreating the dominion of glory. Lord! She is poor
and hath sought the ocean of Thy wealth, sorrowful and hath
longed for the precincts of Thy benevolence, thirsty and hath
desired the fountain of Thy clemency, fearful and burdened
with sin and hath fled to the court of Thy forgiveness and Thy
pardon. Lord! Make her a sign of Thy forgiveness in Thy
kingdom, and a lamp of Thy favor and loving-kindness at the
threshold of Thy holiness. Thou art, verily, the Bountiful, the
Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in London
Date: 1920-Apr-08

O servant of the Threshold of God! Your letter arrived from
Istanbul and the details were understood. How many wealthy
ones in these years of war became impoverished, and how many
honored ones became humbled, even kings became subjects
and emperors became extinct and ruined. Crowns and thrones
were overturned and diadems and coronets fell into the dust
of abasement. Yet praise be to God, the loved ones of God
remained protected and preserved in the shelter of God’s pro-
tection. Although there occurred a decline in profit and gain,
the Lord, the Loving One, will compensate. I ask of God that
you may be joyful in this journey. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Apr-09

O true friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Miss Doring’s letter was read.
Praise be to God, it brought the glad tidings of your stead-
fastness and firmness, your attraction to the divine fragrances
and your enkindlement with the fire of the love of God. Praise
be to God, you are all shining candles and trees of the Most
Glorious Paradise.

‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost attachment to the friends in
Stuttgart. His nostrils are perfumed by the fragrance of those
flowers, his heart is in the utmost joy from the radiance of
those blessed souls. Therefore it is certain that the teachings
of Baha’u’llah will achieve the utmost diffusion in that land
and region, and souls from Germany will become like enkindled
candles and will shed brilliant lights to all directions. Thus I
give you the glad tidings that the gaze of grace is directed to-
ward you and the rays of the Sun of Truth are adorning your
hearts.
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There is no greater confirmation than this, for until now the
foul odor of the violation has not reached that blessed re-
gion. However, some opponents from the community of Yahya
among the Iranians are in the Berlin area and through various
intrigues wish to create division among the friends and, like
snakes, spread their venom and cast doubts. Be very mind-
ful of this. Do not allow these souls into your gatherings and
meetings. Associate only with one who has in hand a letter
of permission with the writing and signature of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Otherwise avoid them and make excuses. No individual among
you is permitted to associate with them, for spiritual diseases
are like physical diseases - like plague and cholera and cancer
they are contagious.

Have the utmost unity and agreement with the official Baha’i
Bund society and correspond with kindness, so that in Ger-
many there may be one fervor and one feeling and one fellow-
ship and one unity, until it spreads to all the world. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Peace.
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To: Mahmud son of Haji Muhammad Ali Bazzaz Muhtadi, in Tihran

Date: 1920-Apr-13

O thou servant of the Sacred Threshold! Thy brief letter was
extensive. Brevity is miraculous. It was most acceptable, for it
was brief yet full of meaning. My hope is that thou mayst be
assisted by His abundant favors. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory!
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi son of Haji Mirza Ali Akbar, in Rasht

Date: 1920-Apr-14

O bondslave of the Sacred Threshold! Your detailed letter was
received and, despite lack of time, was studied with utmost
care. Your honored father attained the presence of the Day-
Star of the horizons in Iraq. This is the greatest of all bounties
- for whosoever in the Day of Manifestation attains His pres-
ence is the recipient of favors, encompassed by forgiveness and
pardon, the object of grace, and sheltered in the stronghold of
protection. Such a one is radiant in the Abha Kingdom and
exultant and proud in the Supreme Concourse.

2 As Qa’ani has said: “He holds God’s decree and the Prophet’s
command; he needs no mention by another.” This is especially
true since that near one to the Divine Threshold was addressed
by the Supreme Pen in Tablets. Those Tablets will not vanish
but will ultimately become an open scroll, appearing before all
eyes with manifest splendor. Be confident of this. Moreover,
one who is submerged in the ocean of forgiveness has no need to
seek new pardon. Nevertheless, for the elevation of his station,
a prayer is here inscribed:

O my God! O my God! Verily Thy servant Ali-Akbar believed
in Thee on the greatest Day of Gathering...
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To: Mihraban Khudadad et al.
Date: 1920-Apr-15

O pure and holy souls! When Jinab-i-Khodadad Rashid ar-
rived at the exalted palace, he was overcome with intense emo-
tion and, thinking of you, he became agitated and cried out. He
beseeched illumination for you from the court of the Beloved
of the horizons, and sought a new victory from the ancient
bounty. He requested that ‘Abdu’l-Baha write a letter.
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O God! Thou art witness that the nameless and traceless
‘Abdu’l-Baha is ready to sacrifice his life in the path of the
friends, and desires with utmost longing to freely and worthily
offer up his life for each one. O Lord of loving-kindness! These
servants are wandering in Thy wilderness, and are lost in the
desert of Thy love and the plains of Thy knowledge. Cast upon
them the glance of Thy favor and grant them a gift. Confirm
them and give them success. Be their helper until their last
breath, be their assistant and aid, be their shield and shelter
and support. Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful, and Thou
art the All-Knowing, the Powerful and the Kind.

I implore pardon and forgiveness from the threshold of one-
ness for all the friends and handmaidens of the Merciful, es-
pecially for the handmaiden of God Makhmal Khodadad. O
Lord! Rashid Keykhosrow has taken refuge at Thy gate and
sought shelter at Thy Most Exalted Threshold. He was fear-
ful and afraid because of sin and transgression, and weak and
helpless from tribulations. Grant him a gift, bestow forgive-
ness, pardon his sins, give him refuge and shelter. Thou art
the Pardoning, the Forgiving, and Thou art the Bestower, the
Giver, the Generous and the Kind.

O Jinab-i-Khodadad Rashid! Regarding this martyr’s daugh-
ter whom the Persian friends have educated and taught to read
- if she could teach at the girls’ school in Rahat-Abad without
causing agitation among the ignorant ones, it would be very
appropriate.
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Date: 1920-Apr-15

O Lord, O Forgiving One! Place upon the head of Kaykhusraw-
i-Vafadar the crown of Thy most great forgiveness. Purify
Shirin-i-Gushtasp with the sweet and sanctified waters of
Thy pardon. Forgive the sins of Sarvar-i-Gushtasp. Shed
upon Banu-Gushtasp the rays of Thy bounteous sun. Grant
Isfandiyar-i-Gushtasp the grace of attaining Thy presence.
Immerse Burzu-Rustam in the ocean of Thy mercy. Bestow
upon Sultan-Khuda-Murad the fulfillment of his desire. Give
Faramarz-i-Gushtasp to drink of the waters of Euphrates.
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Confer upon Rashid-Shah-Mardan Thine endless favors.
Heal the pain of Vafadar-Javanmard, and bestow upon
Namdar-Khudadad the favors of the All-Glorious Lord. Aid
Fulad-Khuda-Murad, and make Rustam-Javanmard successful
through Thy bounties.

O Thou kind God! These souls have closed their eyes to
the world and opened them toward the realm of Thy loving-
kindness. They have been freed from every bond, have taken
Thy counsel, are bereft and homeless save in Thee, and are
eager to behold Thy face. O God! Prepare for them the at-
tainment of their hopes and aspirations, and fulfill their needs.
Thou art, verily, the Bestower, the Giver, the Compassionate.
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To: Mirza Jalal son of Musa brother of Jamaliyyih, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Apr-15

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Jamalyya, the handmaid of
God, offered utmost praise and commendation for your stead-
fastness, firmness, and character, and requested that a letter
be written, but there was no opportunity to write. Now that a
brief opportunity has arisen, I remembered you and undertook
to write this letter so that it may bring you joy and happiness,
and that you may know that you are mentioned on this thresh-
old and renowned at the blessed threshold of the Most Great
Name.

The favors are all-encompassing and the bounties successive.
In thanksgiving for the gift of the Blessed Beauty, you must be
engaged day and night in manifestation and appearance - that
is, occupied with service to the Intended One, and through
deeds, actions and conduct promote the Cause and become
the cause of spreading the manifest light.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. Convey utmost
kindness on my behalf to the attracted, visiting handmaid of
God, the respected sister, the pure and holy one, and likewise
to other loved ones and handmaids of the All-Merciful.
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To: Alfred Warsar
Date: 1920-Apr-15

O nightingale of the rose-garden of God! Singing melodies will
bring animation and happiness to the world of humanity, the
hearers will be delighted and joyful and their deeper emotions
stirred. But this gladness, this sense of emotion is transitory
and will be forgotten within a short time. However, praise be
to God, thou hast blended thy tunes with the melodies of the
Kingdom, wilt impart solace to the world of the spirit and wilt
everlastingly stimulate spiritual feelings. This will last for ever
and endure the revolution of ages and centuries.
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To: Abdu’llah Mutlag, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Apr-15

O herald of the Cause of God! Praise be to God that thou
hast become the cause of the spreading of illumination in Iraq.
Mayest thou ever be confirmed through the favors of the Day-
Star of the horizons. Observe how confirmations have succes-
sively descended and how the evidence of divine support hath
been made manifest. I hope that through His infinite favors
the glance of grace may increase day by day and that the celes-
tial Beloved may appear in the sanctuary of the heart. Mayest
thou be successful and confirmed, the recipient of His glance
of grace.

2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Nephew of Mulla Ali Tabrizi, in Eqypt
Date: 1920-Apr-15

O servant of God! Praise be to God that without any inter-
mediary thou hast become awakened and hast discovered the
Lord of all mankind. Thou hast drunk from the cup of guid-
ance. Give thanks unto God and be thou not afraid of any
cause, for the loved ones of God shall never perish nor decline.
Day by day they shall increase in permanence and attain life
everlasting. Return to thy native land and, as far as possible,
engage in guiding souls.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Nur Alishah, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Apr-15

Your letter was received. Due to lack of time, I am compelled
to be brief in reply. During the chanting of prayers and the
recitation of verses, the gathering must maintain complete still-
ness, silence and composure. Greetings and glorification upon
entering during the recitation of verses should be uttered in
one’s heart....
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad, Committees et al.
Date: 1920-Apr-30

O servants of the Sacred Threshold! Your detailed letter dated
January 14, 1920 was received. Its contents brought the utmost
joy, as it indicated that the affairs of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar are
progressing with the highest dedication. My hope is that the
sincere intentions of the divine friends will become manifest in
outward form, and that all aspects of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar’s
affairs will be completed. Similarly, the plan for the great hall
was observed; this too will certainly be completed soon through
the assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty.

Indeed, this hall brings joy to hearts and attracts the attention
of souls. As for the passing of Engineer Volkov, the faithful ar-
chitect of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar - truly this faithful architect
strove in service to the Mashriqu’'l-Adhkar with the utmost
sincerity and purity. On one hand he was occupied with this
magnificent edifice, and on the other hand he was laying the
foundation of a lofty palace for himself whose pinnacle reaches
to the heaven of the Kingdom. How excellent is the reward
of the workers! Indeed, in this transient world he lit a lamp
that shines in the crystal of the Kingdom. ‘Abdu’l-Baha was
present in spirit at the funeral of that pure body, praying that
this precious soul would find rest in the Kingdom of Holiness in
the lofty palace he built through his service to the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar. Indeed, the friends of God showed the utmost faith-
fulness toward him. This is befitting of the servants of God;
this is worthy of those enkindled with the divine fire.

O my God! This is a servant who arose with all his power
to build the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkar established in all lands,
the first temple raised in Thy name whose mention has spread
throughout all regions. O Lord! This intimate, truthful and
trustworthy friend served this magnificent edifice night and
day, striving and expending sincere effort evening and morn-
ing, with a heart overflowing with faithfulness and a breast
pledged to loyalty, sparing no effort in beautifying this tow-
ering structure, strengthening its firm and solid foundation,
adorning its pillars and establishing its edifice. Lord! He has
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fulfilled his vow, his days have ended, the darkness of his suf-
ferings has been lifted, and he has turned toward Thy mighty
Kingdom and the expansive court of Thy door with a heart
overflowing with hope and an enlightened breast anticipating
Thy bounty. He has come to Thee with a sound heart, having
no provision except trust in Thee. Lord! Lord! Treat him with
Thy wondrous grace, Thy beautiful creation and Thy magnif-
icent pardon, that he may drink from the sweet and flowing
spring and rejoice in Thy forgiveness which is among the bril-
liant signs. Immerse him in the fountain of Thy mercy which
is a cooling drink, and illuminate his face in the highest station
sanctified from the stains of sins. Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the Forgiving, the Merciful.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! You had expressed the wish for
this servant of the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty to
be present. I too am in the utmost longing, yearning to see
the faces of the friends and thirsting to meet the loved ones.
But all must be in the utmost love, affection and unity, so that
the unity and oneness of the friends of ‘Ishqabad may spread
throughout all horizons, and all may know that this unity and
oneness like a magnet attracted ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the city of
Love, and this may become a model for other cities. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

I said the third criterion is the criterion of reason - whatever
man wishes to comprehend, he comprehends through his sound
reason. Now which of these three criteria do you consider best?
All unanimously declared that the criterion of the senses is the
best of criteria, saying we will not accept anything until we
sense it. I said, “Do not be offended if I prove that the crite-
rion of the senses is wrong.” They said, “No, please proceed.”
I said human beings’ best sense is eyesight, and it errs and
For instance, when a ship is moving, the eye
sees the shores moving. I asked, “Do you consider the earth
stationary dnd the planets moving, or vice versa?” They said,
“Vice versa.” I said, “The eye sees the earth as stationary and
the planets as moving.” Someone from among the gathering

sees wrongly.
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stood up and said, “Please speak some about mathematics.” 1
said, “Sit down. The criterion of the senses is wrong and the
correct criterion is that of reason, whereby man must compre-
hend whatever he wishes to comprehend through the criterion
of his reason. If the criterion of the senses were to be the best
of criteria, then His Holiness the Cow would be the greatest
philosopher!”

Then He said, “Laughter broke out and the meeting concluded.
The next day we went to Dublin. We were walking with some
friends on a street when several cows appeared in the distance.
The friends said, ‘Here come the philosophers!” 1 said how
strange that I made this statement last night in San Francisco
and today we are thirty-five leagues away from there. They
said, ‘You made the statement in the philosophers’ gathering
and all the newspapers published that His Holiness the Cow is
the greatest philosopher!”’

The Blessed Person related this last part with a special power
of utterance and authority, and we realized how powerful They
had been to state this matter so clearly in the gathering of
philosophers. After relating this story They said, “The mate-
rialists of Europe are not like the materialists of Iran. They
listen to what is said and if you prove something they become
convinced. But not so the materialists of Iran. For example,
they ask why mountains are high and the earth’s surface is flat.
When you prove that, they ask why it rains on the sea. When
you prove that too, they fabricate another nonsense.”
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ABU1311

Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

I used to attend many gatherings in San Francisco. One day a
group came to me and said, ‘You go everywhere, why don’t you
come to our gathering?’ I said, ‘Very well, I will come to your
gathering too. I set a date for one evening and went. I saw
written in large letters at the entrance of their club: ‘Society of
Philosophers and Atheists of San Francisco. I entered and saw
a strange assemblage. They all thought I would begin proving
the existence of God, and they had prepared all their responses.
But I did not begin proving divinity at all. ‘They plot, and
God plots, and God is the best of plotters.

I said, ‘T have something else I want to ask you. Do you permit
me?’ They said, ‘Speak. I said, ‘Which of the standards of
comprehension do you consider the perfect standard?” They
asked, ‘How many standards of comprehension are there?’ I
said, ‘There are three standards of comprehension. One is the
standard of the senses - until we sense something through one
of the five senses, we will not comprehend it. For instance, we
see and comprehend, we hear and comprehend, we touch and
comprehend, we smell and comprehend. The second standard
is the standard of reason, meaning that we compare what we
want to comprehend with the sayings of one of the educators
of the contingent world and thus comprehend it.

Then, with a certain tone of voice that suggested He wanted
to point out an important subtle matter, He said, “I said ‘ed-
ucators of the contingent world,” not ‘Prophets.”” From His
blessed tone, we understood that we should not impose some-
thing upon one who is not a believer, nor draw them into
argument and dispute.
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

Praise be to God, you have laid your head at the threshold of
this exalted station and blessed shrine, and you have kissed the
thresholds that are the point of adoration of the Concourse on
High.

Know ye the value of this bounty. What is now specific will
later become universal. The people of Mecca called the House
of God “Baytullah” and those who dwelt near it “Jarullah.”
That was a metaphorical relationship, but the relationship of
these holy places is real. T hope that wherever you enter, you
enter with the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha,” causing the friends
to become enkindled and attracted.

Praise be to God, you have come to the Center of the Cause
of God and from the Center of the Cause you depart. Indeed,
the hosts that come to the Center and depart from the Center
possess a remarkable capacity.”

Such utterances, like a copious rain, poured forth from His
blessed lips and brought our dejected spirits into a state of vi-
brant motion. During His blessed utterances, He said: “When
you reach Damascus, tell Mirza Ali Aqa that ‘Abdu’l-Baha
said you have not been forgotten.”
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

He said: “Know ye and be confident that whatever occurs is
the cause of the exaltation of the Cause of God.”

Then He added: “When the Bab was martyred the friends were
grief-stricken and disheartened while the enemies were greatly
rejoicing, saying ‘Praise be to God, the Bab was martyred.” But
had the Bab not been martyred, the Blessed Beauty would not
have declared His Cause.
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Later, when the Blessed Beauty was exiled, the friends were
grief-stricken and disheartened while the enemies rejoiced, say-
ing ‘Praise be to God, Baha'u’llah was exiled” But had the
Blessed Beauty not been exiled, the Tablet to the King and the
Tablet to Ra’is would not have been revealed and the Cause of
God would not have been spread abroad.

Thus it becomes evident that whatever occurs is the cause of
the exaltation of the Cause of God, and an unseen hand is at
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

Neither praise nor condemn; simply say whether the Cause of
the Blessed Beauty is in accord with you.

In the Cause of the Blessed Beauty there is muvasat, which is
higher than musavat (equality), but the difference lies in that
it must be by free choice and willingness, not by compulsion,
and ranks must be preserved. At the level of ranks, equality is
not possible. The world is like an army which must have both
commander and marshal and soldier; all cannot be comman-
ders, nor all soldiers. Ranks must be preserved, but each, in
his own station, must have comfort-not that one should have
every variety and kind of bounty while another lacks even plain
bread.
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ABU2334

Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

One day in Germany, as [ was walking down a street, [ saw
a girl who was half the size of Fujita (Fujita was a Japanese
servant who had a very small frame and was very short in
stature). I saw several tall men following this girl. I was very
surprised and stopped in the street. I asked her what was
happening and who these people were who were following her.
She said, “These are my children.” I said, “How could you,
being so small, have given birth to such big children?” She
said, “I taught them the Faith.”

Then, in a special tone, He said, “Behold the confirmations of
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

I do not know what people want. In former times the Qur’an
had one station, the Gospel had one station, but in this blessed
Revelation there are multiple stations - Tablets, verses, odes,
sermons and prayers.” Then raising His blessed hands, He said
“They are abundant!”

Then He added, “And what Tablets they are! Tablets that fore-
tell the ultimate fate of every person. You saw what became of
the blessed Tablet addressed to the sovereign of Iran, you saw
what became of the blessed Tablet addressed to the Ottoman
Sultan, you saw what became of the blessed Tablet addressed
to Napoleon the king of France, you saw what became of the
blessed utterance regarding Germany.”
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

He stated: “Affairs have fallen into the hands of children, af-
fairs have fallen into the hands of the base and incompetent.
No authority remains for the sovereign. It will take long before
Iran becomes Iran. Until it comes under the divine breaths of
God, it is impossible. Whatever reforms are made are tempo-
rary.”

Then, pointing to a tree, He said: “This tree must grow green
from the root. No matter how much medicine you apply to the
trunk of the tree to make it green, it is impossible.”
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Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

The rocky crags of this mountain shall be transformed into
gardens of flowers and roses, and shall become a place of pil-
grimage for all the peoples of the world.

The edifice of the Most Exalted Shrine shall be expanded. In
the future, a form of electricity shall be discovered whereby,
within the stone itself and without connection to any power
plant, electric lights shall be illuminated. In time to come, the
walls of the Most Exalted Shrine shall be built of such stone.
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ABU2857

Words to Nuru’d-Din Mumtazi et al in May 1920 in Haifa

They stated: “I have completed all My work in this world
and must depart from this realm. Only the Holy House in
Baghdad remains, which must be built. Should this House
remain in ruins and not be constructed, it will be a wound
that shall remain in My heart, and I shall depart from this
world. Therefore, souls must be raised up who will swiftly
build this House.”
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AB04611

To: Ahmad Sohrab
Date: 1920-May ca.

He is God!

Thy letter written May 19th, 1920, duly received. Notwith-
standing the lack of time I answer the matters referred therein.

His honor Fazel-Upon him be Baha’u’llah El-Abhal-whenever
he finds opportunity, if he writes an article for the Star of the
West, unquestionably it will be good, nay rather effective; like-
wise whenever you find an opportunity you write also articles.
The duty of his honor Fazel, is to travel in all parts of America
and raise the call of the Kingdom of Abha in all the meetings,
churches and gatherings. If he finds time and an occasional
opportunity he may write an article.

A cablegram was forwarded to you that if possible on important
occasions and cities you must become the associate and inti-
mate of his honor Fazel; especially at the time of his meeting
with the scholars, philosophers and professors, unquestionably
you must be present.

His honor Manucher Khan, must strive by day and night so
that he may obtain the utmost proficiency in the English lan-
guage.

Regarding the Bahai Library and the magazine Reality, truly I
say they have great expenses. No matter how much Mr. Deuth
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may show self-sacrifice he cannot meet all the expenses. There-
fore the believers of God from amongst the rich, must show
magnanimity regarding this matter; so that this library and
this magazine may continue forever. It is my hope that a heav-
enly blessing may be vouchsafed.

In Green Acre, unquestionably, you must be the associate of
his honor Fazel.

SW__v124#03 p.058-059

AB05929

To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad
Date: 1920-May-04

[Regarding] the Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad: You asked
about the election of the Spiritual Assembly. In a city where
the friends of God are few in number, every twenty, thirty, forty
or fifty people, depending on whether there are fewer or more
friends, should elect one person. This number of fifty will later
reach fifty thousand. As the friends increase, this circle will
expand.

Now, since the friends in Ishgabad are few, it is therefore nec-
essary that every twenty, thirty, forty or fifty souls elect one
person. These elected individuals are representatives of all and
by proxy from all souls should elect the Spiritual Assembly.

And in Ishqabad at present it is fitting that the members of
the Spiritual Assembly be either nine or nineteen persons. This
is according to the present circumstances of Ishqabad. If you
wish to make the Spiritual Assembly nine persons, you must
hold a new election so that no cause for objection remains.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12397

To: Johanna Hauff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-May-05

O my dear daughter! If you can acquire the Persian language
it would be most beneficial, provided that you study it in
Stuttgart itself when one of the Iranian friends is sent there.
Regarding the passage from the Hidden Words, the intention is
that if a person is not thirsty, no matter how sweet and pleas-
ant the water may be, it will yield him no benefit. Therefore,
first thirst must be created, then the sweet and pleasant water
given to drink. Today most people are not thirsty. We must
make souls thirsty through Baha’i conduct, speech and char-
acter, then offer them a cup from the fountain of life. Convey
to your honored father and mother and other members of the
family, especially Julia, my utmost longing, love and kindness.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.517

ABU2640

Words to the Obers, spoken on 1920-May-06 in Haifa

I hope that God willing, there shall be many such tables laid,
that the Grace of His Holiness Baha'u’llah might be partaken
of.

There are good gatherings the like of which is not found in
the World of existence, because all the gatherings (different)
are of this physical World, while one belongs to the World of
Divinity.

All the gatherings that are formed are based on certain interest,
but this gathering has no object except the Divine Love. I hope
that just as we have come together in the physical world, we
may have reunion in the World of the Kingdom.

After these meetings there is no separation, there is a union
that knows no dispersion. The president of that gathering is
His Holiness Baha’u’llah.

PN_ 1920 p089
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Words spoken on 1920-May-07 in Haifa/Akka

Extracts of talks given by Abdul Baha to the American pil-
grims, sent in Fugeta’s letter, dated April, 24, 1920, to Mrs.
Frankland.

April, 24th— Last night at the supper table the Master spoke
to the friends.—“Now I am standing here. There is a cause.
The Blessed Beauty Baha'u’llah is making me stand and serve
you. I am a servant of the friends of God, so you must excuse
me for not sitting at the table with you.

Although He was very tired, yet he stood and walked around
the table all through the meal. While the friends were eating
the Master gave a most powerful talk on LOVE.

At another time He said: “The Blessed Beauty has trained
me to serve... You must follow my example. I cannot be the
Master if I don’t serve. I love you all so you must be kind and
love one another. This is my instruction.”

At the supper table, May 7th.—“His Holiness Jesus says, ‘He
amongst you who desires to become first must be the last, and
he who desires to be a master, must become a servant.” “He
brought about the Lord’s Supper, and served the diciples in
order to teach them that they must also serve others. This was
His example to them. I am always your servant, not for one
night only. His diciples followed the teachings of His Holiness
but not completely. But I always follow the teachings because
the Blessed Beauty Says: “Ye must be a servant to all. Ye must
serve with heart and soul in utmost humility and submission.
“Now I am teaching you as well that ye may act in this wise
toward the other, that ye may prefer others to yourselves. For
without the realization of this, ye cannot attain to this to which
ye aspire. Therefore act in this manner, that thus ye may
realize your aim.”

To the departing guests He said: “This is the last night I am
with you, but this is true only physically, in heart and soul I
am always with you. I am with you under all circumstances. 1
am you partner and you must be my partner in the same way.
In the serve of the Holy Threshold, you must share with me
and keep me company. Now that you are leaving, there must
come from you good news. News which will give me happiness.
This is my utmost hope; that each one of you may become a
bright candle in the Kingdom of Baha’u’llah.”

BSTW#317
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AB04878

To: Khadijih Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Rasht
Date: 1920-May-12

O pure leaf of the All-Merciful! The letter which you wrote
to Aqa Mirza Subhi was heard. Its content was the essence of
love for the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting Lord. It brought
spiritual delight and joy. A brief reply is being written since
there is no time. On your behalf, I bow my head and hair
at the Sacred Threshold and anoint them with that pure dust,
and I visit the Holy Shrine. Regarding your journey to Rasht, I
hope it will become a garden stroll and bring joy and gladness.
May the women become attracted to the Abha Kingdom and
become veiled ones of the verses of guidance. In this cycle, the
world of women is in tumult and commotion from the outpour-
ings of the Abha Beauty, and intoxicated and bewildered from
the wine of favors. Day by day they are advancing. Soon you
will observe that among women, souls will arise so attracted
that they will cause amazement. They will become brilliant
lamps and speakers of the proofs and evidences of the Lord
of Bounties. This is sufficient. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB05323

To: Bahram Hurmuzdiar et al., in Maryamabad
Date: 1920-May-13

O blessed souls! Mr. Zair Khodadad desires the utmost ful-
fillment for you, and that is a letter from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I too
have this desire, but what can be done when time is lacking and
no respite exists. Nevertheless, I write and implore the Lord
of the Kingdom, and beseech Him, seeking heavenly bounties
for the friends and divine gifts.
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2 Know this: this heart and soul is an endless ocean in love for

the friends. The spiritual connection is firm and the divine
love is established. The heart is full of enthusiasm like the sea,
yet the writing is brief and scant because there is no time and
the respite is less than dewdrops. The tongue falls short but
the heart’s emotions are complete.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB05207

To: Khudadad Shahvir (Maryamabad)
Date: 1920-May-13

O respected pilgrim, your request has been accepted and I have
written what you asked for. Seeking forgiveness for Shahvir
Bahram, Gulbanu Fulad, Bahram Shahvir, Hormazdyar Fulad,
Morvarid Ardeshir, Surur Hormazdyar, Banu Hormazdyar and
Kharman Baman. O Lord, O Commander of the throne of
pardon and forgiveness! Make Shahvir Bahram bright like the
star of Bahram, be a helper to Gulbanu Fulad and make her
joyful, elevate Bahram Shahvir in the ethereal Kingdom, es-
tablish a palace in the heavenly realm for Hormazdyar Fulad,
make Morvarid Ardeshir Your lion in the forest, immerse Surur
Hormazdyar in lights, make Banu Hormazdyar’s breath musk-
scented, and make Kharman Baman a gleaner in the harvest
of pardon and forgiveness. You are the Forgiver, the Bestower,
the Kind One, and You are the Giver, the Radiant One, and
the Forgiver in the heavenly realm.
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AB06208

To: Kaykhusraw Ardishir et al., in Bombay
Date: 1920-May-13

O true friends! The honored pilgrim requests that a letter be
written, but ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no opportunity or time. There
is no remedy now but to mix water with oil. In brief, from East
and West, like the April rain, perfumed letters pour down con-
tinuously, and there is absolutely no opportunity to read them,
let alone answer them. Yet from the excitement of heart and
soul, I again engage in writing so that you may know how this
heart is full of enthusiasm. May you be under the protection
of the Blessed Beauty and be aware of the mysteries of that
Mighty Sovereign. May you be sweet-tasted every evening and
bright and radiant every morning. Upon you be the Most Glo-
rious Glory.
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AB06117

Date: 1920-May-13

O Lord! These pure souls have ascended unto the realms on
high. They have proved themselves nimble and sprightly in
Thy service. They rid themselves of all, drew nigh unto Thee,
and reached the Fountain-head of eternal life. They have now
taken their flight from this world on the wings of longing and
have attained Thy kingdom of glory. Gladden Thou their
hearts in the world of the unseen and let them abide beneath
the shadow of the tree of hope. Bestow upon them Thine
infinite mercy and grant them Thy boundless pardon. Make
them the signs of Thy forgiveness and the manifestations of
Thy forbearance and bounty. Verily Thou art the Bestower,
the Loving, the One Who forgiveth the sins of men.

BRL_FIRE_ AB#O01
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AB06786

To: Aqa Haq Nazar son of Aqa Mari (Pilgrim)
Date: 1920-May-13

O fragrant visitor! Your letter was read. Praise be to God that
you reached the Most Holy Court of the blessed shrine and
Supreme Spot, the Most Exalted Station, and with perfect
love and devotion visited the luminous resting place. Give
thanks to God that you were blessed with this supreme gift,
and the lights of this gift will shine and radiate forever from
the horizon of eternal glory. Convey my divine greetings to
David the Beloved, deliver the sign of bounty to Nurullah, give
glad tidings of the favors of Baha’u’llah to Abdullah, make
Habibullah joyous with the grace of the True Beloved, give
the promise of eternal glory to Azizullah, make Farahangiz
enthusiastic, and give hope in the bestowals of the Blessed
Beauty to Rivga. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12818

To: Nasrullah Husaynzadih, in Palestine
Date: 1920-May-13

O thou who circumambulateth around the Concourse on High!
Praise be to God that for a time thou wert an intimate com-
panion in this blessed spot, in utmost sincerity and love to-
wards the manifest Light. Now return to Iran and give the
glad-tidings of the favors of the All-Merciful Lord....

The breeze of Qamsar is soul-refreshing for that land ever
chanteth the verses of the Most Great, Most Glorious One.
How many blessed souls from that region hastened to the altar
of love in the path of the Gracious Lord! And Mazgan is a sign
of the All-Merciful. The friends were ever in enthusiasm and
excitement. They withheld not their lives, found no rest, were
enchanted and enthralled, were wanderers in the wilderness
and lost in the desert of the love of God. What can I write?
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Whatever I pen, they were greater than that. Upon them be
greetings and praise...

AB10916

To: Khudadad Shahvir (Maryamabad) et al.
Date: 1920-May-13

O respected visitor! Convey my message of longing to Ahmad
Abu’l-Qasim in Bushihr, who is surging with waves of excite-
ment in remembrance of the Most Merciful. Tell that dear
friend that he is in my thoughts, that he is nurtured by love,
that he is full of influence, and that he bears fruit and results.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11360

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1920-May-14

O dear daughter! Your letter was received and its contents
brought joy, for it indicated pure spirituality. Praise be to
God that the light of the Kingdom has cast its radiance upon
you and illumined your heart and soul. Convey my utmost
love and kindness to Mr. Grant. I will not forget him. I
shall seek for him the exaltation of the Kingdom. I pray that
he may be granted eloquent and persuasive speech. At the
Convention he truly showed outstanding effort and spoke with
a truthful tongue, delivering an eloquent address. Surely he
will be confirmed. Likewise, Mrs. Maxwell is truly a divine
mercy and a real blessing. In assisting the friends she is self-
sacrificing, and in firmness in the Covenant she is a sign of the
All-Merciful. Similarly, Mr. and Mrs. Kinney, these two pure
souls, are engaged in service with the utmost power and vigor.
I beseech heavenly confirmation and assistance for them all,
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and I seek divine illumination. Convey my utmost kindness to
each one of them. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05616

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-May-24

O Steadfast in the Covenant! Your letter arrived. Its meanings
were evidence of spiritual attraction and drew divine confirma-
tions. The reply to Aqa Mirza Muhammad Rida is enclosed.
Praise be to God that Fadl’Ali Khan, after the ascension of
the divine Nightingale (Andalib), arose in faithfulness and as-
sists and takes care of the family of that noble soul. His honor
Aga Muhammad Bagqir Hushyar is truly in the utmost sup-
plication, humility and lowliness. He sought forgiveness and
pardon for his kind father who ascended to God. O Lord! O
Forgiverl Muhammad Hushyar was agreeable and enkindled
with the fire of love, and restless. He left this earthly center
and hastened to the pure world, taking refuge at Your thresh-
old. Grant him protection, bestow forgiveness upon him, and
make him radiant and brilliant in the zenith of eternal glory.
Due to lack of time, this is written briefly. And upon you be
the Glory.
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AB06293

To: Muhammad Sharif Jahrumi, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-May-2/4

O thou who hath been afflicted by persecution and cruelty.
It is just as thou hast written in this world of being. Thou
hast sustained many afflictions and diverse adversities. Thou
hast borne the martyrdom of thy distinguished brother with
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patience and acquiescence. Be not thou saddened and discon-
solate.

A seed hath been sown by the deeds that shall add to the
verdure and freshen the roses in the mystic garden of divinity.
Know of a certainty that these bitter cups have a sweet after-
taste and this poison will in the end, leave a delicious savour
on thy lips.

I beseech at the Threshold of the Divine Oneness that forgive-
ness be granted so that eternal rest and endless joy may be
ordained.

Due to lack of time I am compelled to be brief. Surely you will
excuse me.
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AB09546

To: Muhammad Rida Bavanati, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-May-24

O thou assured soul! Praise be to God that thy letter contained
wondrous meanings and from it was inhaled the perfumed fra-
grance of the Abha Paradise. There is strong hope that con-
firmations and success will surely come, and the bounties of
the Most Great Name from the ancient realm will become all-
encompassing and complete. Due to lack of time, this brief
note is written. I beg thy pardon. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1920-May-27

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter was received.
‘Abdu’l-Baha does not have a moment’s rest and lacks the op-
portunity to write replies to the letters of the friends. Apolo-
gies for this shortcoming have been made to all the friends in
various regions. From the day I arrived in the Western coun-
tries until now, I have absolutely not found the opportunity
to write replies to the letters of the friends, as I am occupied.
Therefore, I ask your forgiveness as well. If you knew what
a tumult it is, you would consider the delay in reply to be
the same as a reply. A letter arrived from Jinab-i-Aga Mirza
Muharram and its reading brought the utmost joy. The con-
tent of every letter should be a cause of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s joy.
Therefore, I am sending that letter exactly as is, so that you
may read it and become joyful as well.

The rings with the Greatest Name arrived and brought joy.

Please write quickly to confirm receipt of this letter.
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AB01687

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jun-01

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter dated April 27,
1920 was received...

> Convey my greetings and praise to Maulvi Abdullah and tell
him that among the distinctive qualities of the truth of the
Holy Manifestations is that the Blessed Tree grows day by day,
and no axe can sever its roots. Even if all horizons should
assault it, they can accomplish nothing. Rather, this heav-
enly tree becomes more firmly rooted day by day, puts forth
branches, displays blossoms, and yields goodly fruits. It is like
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the good tree mentioned in the verse: “A goodly word is as a
goodly tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its branches reach
to heaven, giving its fruit at all times.”

Observe how this Tree of Paradise became the target of the
enemies’ maul and axe. Surely more than twenty thousand of
its branches and leaves were cut down by the sword of oppres-
sion and tyranny. Despite this, it brought forth thousands, nay
millions, of new leaves and branches, such that in these days
it has cast its shade over all horizons. Its verdant branch has
cast its shadow upon the palace of America, and its fragrant
scent has reached Asia and Africa, and ere long its shade will
be cast over Australia and Europe. What power can resist this
divine force, and what cloud can conceal these rays of the Sun
of Truth? I hope that he may become a soul at peace, well-
pleasing and well-pleased, for he is intelligent and perceptive,
wise, pure, and alert....
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To: Louise Waite, in San Diego
Date: 1920-Jun-02

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received but
due to lack of time I write briefly. Just as the human body
gradually comes into being in the beginning, similarly it must
gradually decompose. This is in accordance with the true and
natural order and divine law. If burning after death were
better, in the original creation a system would have been es-
tablished whereby the body would spontaneously ignite after
death, burst into flames and turn to ashes. But the natu-
ral order established by divine decree is that after death this
body must pass through different states until, according to
the relationships that exist in the world of being, it systemat-
ically mixes and combines with other beings, passes through
various stages, undergoes chemical decomposition, transfers to
the plant kingdom, becomes flowers and fragrant herbs, and
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transforms into trees of the highest paradise, acquiring a musk-
like fragrance and seeking delicate colors. Burning prevents
these states from being fully achieved with maximum speed.
The components become so scattered that progression through
these stages is disrupted.

Convey my utmost love to your respected husband. I seek his
day-to-day spiritual progress. As for the assembly established
in that city, my hope is that gathering will become illumined
and like a rose garden spread sweet fragrances. Give my re-
spectful greetings to Miss Mary Fenn. Truly this dear maid-
servant of God has arisen to serve and has become deserving
of divine favors. I wanted to write to the friends in San Diego
but due to lack of time I suffice with a brief prayer:

O Lord of Hosts! The city of San Diego was a lifeless body,
but now the breath of the spirit of life has reached that re-
gion. A few souls have been resurrected from the graves of
the world of nature, which is eternal death, and have been re-
vived by the breaths of the Holy Spirit and have arisen to serve
Thy Threshold. O Kind Lord! Grant these wingless birds two
celestial wings and bestow upon them a spiritual power that
they may soar in this infinite atmosphere and reach the apex
of the Kingdom of Abha. O Lord! Grant strength to these
weak saplings that each may appear as a fruitful tree in utmost
freshness and grace. Grant victory through spiritual hosts that
they may defeat the army of ignorance and error, raise high
the banners of love and guidance among the people, and like
the spring breeze bestow freshness and grace upon the trees of
human existence, and like the April rain make the meadows of
that region green and verdant. Thou art the Powerful and the
Mighty, and Thou art the Bestower and the Kind. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Rajl Rashid A Baha’i in India
Date: 1920-Jun-03

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived and its
contents were filled with spiritual sentiments and brought the
glad tidings that a luminous gathering has been established in
Calcutta. I beseech from the divine favors that this gathering
be illumined and become, through the breaths from the Abha
Paradise, a rose garden and flower garden.

When hearts become detached unto God and souls become
pure and good, the spirit and conscience become mirrors of the
radiant sun. The celestial power will be manifested, the hosts
of the Supreme Concourse will grant victory, and the ranks of
the world will be broken. Be confident that confirmations will
arrive, but souls must be from the supreme realm and hearts
must be pure and sanctified from the contamination of the
world of dust and clay.

You wrote that you intended to dedicate a portion of your
grandfather’s inheritance as an endowment. If this can be done
with ease, it is very good. The cornelian stones engraved with
the Greatest Name that you sent arrived and were most ac-
ceptable. If possible, send more, since when believers from
America and Europe come, they request such stones.

I hope that, as you wrote, you will be sustained by that spring
from which the near ones drink. However, if from other peo-
ples strange effects appear in certain souls, these souls are of
the kind about whom He says: “God has servants concealed
beneath the veil of poverty whom He has hidden out of glory
for His Cause,” or else through their good nature they are close
to the Cause and, though nameless and traceless, they partake
of the bounty of the Cause. As it says in the Gospel and ha-
dith: “Whoever is not against us is for us.” Though the means
for travel are ready, utmost longing for meeting you exists.

As for the dreams you saw: Being present in the prayer place in-
dicates entry into the Kingdom of God; sitting indicates stead-
fastness; drinking milk symbolizes knowledge and wisdom; eat-
ing fruits represents discovering questions of truth; and the
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spring of Tasnim is eternal life. God willing, you will com-
plete your ablutions from the spring of Tasnim and in the Fur-
thest Mosque, which is the station of the ultimate goal, you
will become intimate and confidant with the near ones of the
Supreme Concourse. Congregational prayer is forbidden in this
lower world, but gathering for intimate prayer is accepted in
the Supreme Concourse. Praise be to God that we prayed to-
gether and heard that eloquent and articulate sermon from the
pure mouth. This dream is very blessed. In any case, there are
souls who are not known outwardly but are known inwardly,
as it says: “And a believing man from among Pharaoh’s people
who concealed his faith...”

Likewise, the second dream indicates that you will receive an
abundant share of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s utterances.

Similarly, the third dream: that boundless sea is the sea of
the Covenant, and that mighty bridge is the divine teachings
and the straight path, from which captives of self and passion
flee from those divine counsels and admonitions - they tremble
and scatter and drown in destroying waters. Praise be to God
that you remained protected and crossed that path like light-
ning. As for that sea, it is the sea of which the Holy Imam
says: “Its width is between East and West, its depth between
heaven and earth; it has many fish and intense darkness, yet
in its depths shines a sun.” Therefore thank God that you
reached the depths of that sea. That thin stick is the instru-
ment of teaching and the shepherd’s staff. When you reached
the depths of that sea, you observed that sea is a station of
utmost grandeur and majesty, and in that station is a prayer
niche - the prayer niche is the place of battle with the hosts of
darkness, meaning those drowning in the world of nature. But
in that prayer niche is the blessed garden from which lights
shine upon all realms, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the servant of that
sacred threshold, and I directed you to circumambulate it. I
hope you will attain.

Convey greetings and praise from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to your two
brothers dear as life. T hope they will succeed in manifesting
the meaning of these two blessed names - one will become the
lights of truth and one the manifestation of truth.
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To: Agnes B Alexander, in Tokyo
Date: 1920-Jun-03

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Praise
be to God that in that land the fragrances of the Abha Paradise
are spreading. I hope they become musk-diffusing, that the
breeze of divine favors will blow and the lights of guidance will
shine forth and the outpourings of the All-Merciful will unveil
their countenance.

Convey my respectful greetings to Mrs. Finch. My hope is that
you will serve the Kingdom together in perfect fellowship and
unity and be the cause of that dark region becoming illumined

and the fragrances of the garden of the Kingdom being diffused.

Convey my utmost love and longing to Mr. Torrey, Mr. Inouye,
Mr. Sanji and other friends. Through the favors of the Blessed
Beauty, I hope these souls will become great signs and fruitful
trees in this supreme Paradise, for a human being with results
is like a tree full of leaves and fruits that casts shade and adorns
the garden of paradise.

Although this world appears outwardly adorned, its adornment
is like the delicacy of meadow flowers that have splendor for
but a brief time and quickly wither from the sun’s heat and
blowing wind. But the trees of the Kingdom are ever green
and verdant, ever more blossoming, constantly bearing fruit,

and forever remain in the utmost delicacy, freshness and vigor.

Convey my utmost kindness and praise to the maidservant of
God Fuyo Mochizuki, that she may write with divine power,
heavenly purpose and merciful intention, and that the breaths
of the Holy Spirit may confirm her pen.

And T beseech God that Mr. Fukuta may progress day by day
and that the women of Japan may rend asunder the veils of idle
fancies and witness the lights of reality, seek eternal life and
desire everlasting bounty. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

JWTA.015-016, SW__ v12#03 p.060
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To: Abdu’l-Mihdi Falah (Hai), in Iskenderun
Date: 1920-Jun-03

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! The letter you wrote on
the fifteenth of Shabat had gone in an envelope...

In the Tablets of the Exalted One mention is made of a David
who lived before Moses. Some have supposed this refers to
David son of Jesse, when in fact David son of Jesse lived after
Moses. Therefore the deceivers and objectors who lie in wait
seized upon this as a pretext and - God forbid - spoke from
pulpits of ignorance and foolishness. But the truth of the mat-
ter is that there were two Davids - one before Moses and one
after Moses, just as in the Qur’an there are two Ishmaels - one
Ishmael son of Abraham, and another Ishmael who was among
the prophets of Israel.

However, in this passage you have written about, the inten-
tion is the son of Jesse, who lived approximately two thousand
and some ages and centuries before the Exalted One. The
fifth Manifestation He mentions refers to David himself, Christ,
Muhammad, the Exalted One, and fifth the Blessed Beauty, for
the Blessed Beauty became renowned throughout the world in
the days of the Exalted One - may my spirit be a sacrifice unto
Him.

As for the Tablet of Mallahu’l-Quds, which He says must be
read by each of the friends - if that blessed Tablet is read fairly,
all that issued from Mirza Yahya in breaking the Covenant of
the Exalted One, and all that later issued from the unfaithful,
is clear and evident, for He says that from what We have writ-
ten before, they may understand that which has appeared or
will appear later....

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

r.b:jli)s s Sl Ly:\i,e Ol fody (gl 1
O )3 Ay e e LY

§ can s34ls 53 Jel O £ s
Oy 08 1) (sam 35 (sope & a3 iy
)w\@d\ 33ls O s )l 3},@“5
ujoj\.stgu\;)\sufa:-gdl,
WL 53 8 Cap s s e 1A 3y gepe
55 e e oy disst als )y
o) o i bl X35 Glsb s e
LS"’)‘UJ“”’J‘U*"-",gSM’)\’JJS
Jorsl 53 05 33 Kl goge 5 dn S
sl ) ﬁ; Jorerl (::e\,.\ Ol Jers _g
Sl Ji s

S gate los sl 05, § ole o ); Ll
ety s L Cl o )
@l seh oy Jel e Sl e 08
5 Sl 2ls O a3 So be s 5
Doy Doz (5503 5 grpmt S ia (5502
Sl dlas sl 5 Jel & > 65
G el o (‘L:‘ 53 Sole dla 1
2128 6Tyt 1001 4

51 Sp e § oSl C)H':U
Slal §1 ke o4 O py % 5 L]
dp 2B 53 (o e ) o) 23§ lp
3 SHle dlar 5 am 4T, el o s
§ el syt s #1 & ke Oy
5o LSl e o el ol gl Lo b e i
....u‘Lé J\)A\ J.é o

MMK6#317x, ASAT4.110x, YMM.182x,
YMM.262x, YMM.393x

217


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=233
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/430.pdf#page=57
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=190
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=270
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=401

w

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun) AB07601

AB07601

To: Orson Wolcott, in Spokane
Date: 1920-Jun-04

O thou who art confirmed by the grace of the Kingdom! Thy
long letter has been perused.

Thou hast given convincing answers to the questions of the
lawyer. The souls who are free from every tie and are baptized
with the Holy Spirit, while speaking, are inspired with divine
inspirations. This is why it is said that (when) you are speak-
ing you should not think: you should speak what the heart is
inspired to.

The teachings are from His Most High, The Father. The Son is
the Expounder of the teachings of the Father. Therefore, the
teachings of both are one.

As for the verse mentioned in The Seven Valleys, this verse is
from His Holiness Ali: “Dost thou reckon thyself only a puny
form, when within thee the universe is folded?” He says, look
not upon the smallness of thy physical frame, which is but an
earthly shell and a handful of dust, but rather consider that
pure spirit which possesses all perfections and is connected to
this body. For that pure spirit is an effulgence from the divine
bounties and possesses all human perfections. This pure spirit
is like a light hidden and concealed within a lamp, and when
ignited by the fire of the love of God, its rays become manifest
in the realm of existence.

The Jewish doctors have interpreted the Bible according to
their own selfish desires, and not that they have discovered the
Truth. But regarding the word Israel, this is the title of Jacob
himself and not that of his Children. Then from the word of
“Bani Israel” Bani (descendants) was dropped and they sufficed
with the word “Israel.” In Encyclopaedia there are many such
examples. The descendants of Ham are called “Ham,” the
descendants of Yafes are called “Yafes.” The descendants of
the Turks are named “Turks,” and those of Yaarub are called
“Arab.” Examples such as these are many. Afterward the word
Israel was used to denote the “people of God” as it is mentioned
in the Bible, i.e., the nations of God. Thus it was gradually
generalized as to denote all the souls who accepted the religion
of God. Upon thee be Baha-el-Abhal

SW_ v124#03 p.058

c;\j;uiwmto)mu@,\iy@
s

vee

A Sl ST s3ly s 4 & gy Ul
fﬁgﬁ\fj\@\gcofb;\q
555 4l e S o i) (S 5 e
Sole s Gl B S s e aa
o 0Ll Sy el STl g2e S
Gy oy ol OVE o wile S Sy
5 e2d S| &3 Ol Ly Sl syls o
GLil OV o ol s ol A Sl
S5 055 o 00 e SLzd
PN B E ISy PP RO FpCM

AU ol 5y

‘e

MSHR1.012x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 218

5


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_12/Issue_3
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH1/mash1-14.html

V]

Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

ABO00769

AB00769

To: Sara Louisa Blomfield, in Geneva
Date: 1920-Jun-06

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Your letter
written on Easter has arrived and its contents brought the ut-
most joy, for praise be to God, such an association has been
formed for the education of orphaned children and the liveli-
hood of orphans, with members from every nation and religion.
I hope that through God’s special favors this association will
be successful and make spiritual and material progress day by
day, and finally enter beneath the one-colored pavilion of the
Kingdom, finding rest in the ark of true existence, being saved
from all dangers, and raising the banner of the oneness of hu-
manity at the pole of the world.

Convey my greetings and kindness to those two sisters and
say: Although you have encountered severe hardships, praise
be to God you are helpers to the helpless and loving mothers
to orphans. This service is acceptable in the divine Kingdom
to the presence of God. If only other souls would also arise
somewhat with this intention and service.

And convey my respects to that esteemed American woman
and say: You are not rendering fruitless service. This service
is to the Lord of humanity, for these children are the children
of the Kingdom and are innocent, upon their original nature.
Therefore they deserve every care and love. When they reach
the age of maturity, I will pray they may be successful in divine
love, so that your efforts may yield true fruit.

Likewise convey my greetings and kindness to that young lady
who is your colleague and say: Today the people of the world
each think of their own comfort and benefits and are drowned
in the darkness of nature. You should thank God that you
have been enabled to seek the comfort and happiness of oth-
ers, nurture orphaned children, and be a loving mother to the
helpless and supportless. This is from the firm foundation of
Baha’u’llah. Be assured you will find praiseworthy results and
attain eternal joy.

If you see the Reverend of the English Church, convey my greet-
ings and respect and say: The human world, like the terrestrial
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globe, has its seasons and cycles. The winter season has its re-
quirements and the summer season its necessities. Similarly,
the human world today has its requirements and necessities.
These requirements and necessities that are the cause of eter-
nal life for the human world are the teachings of Baha’u’llah in
this age. This is the true church. I pray that you may become
the high priest in this church.

O respected lady, convey my utmost kindness to your two dear
daughters. I constantly pray for them and beseech endless
bounties. Regarding the house, proceed in whatever way you
deem advisable.

Convey my greetings to the respected maidservant of God
Wardiyyih. Indeed the death of a sister is very difficult for
a person, but tell her not to be sorrowful, not to lament and
wail, not to be distressed, for you will find that dear sister in
the endless world and will see her in the utmost joy.

Convey my utmost longing and kindness to your dear son.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

LBLT.203-205x, SW_v14#11 p.342, ABCC.512-513
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AB03958

To: Franz Pollinger, in Geneva
Date: 1920-Jun-06

O thou who art thirsty for the water of life of the Kingdom!
Your letter was received and brought joy to my heart, for it
was evidence of firmness and steadfastness. I have the utmost
kindness toward you and seek for you eternal glory and ever-
lasting life, so that in those regions you may raise the call to
the Kingdom and guide people through illumination from the
darkness of the world of nature. Like the Egyptian herald bear-
ing Joseph’s garment, you may open the eyes of the Jacobs and
perfume their nostrils with the fragrance of Joseph’s spiritual
garment. Give divine glad tidings to the friends in Vienna so
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they may attain eternal bounty, find new life, and achieve end-
less joy and delight. Those regions are in great need of divine
glad tidings, for all have become despondent and dejected from
the severity of the afflictions of war. They are dead and with-
ered, in need of the breath of life, and the breath of life is the
glad tidings of the Kingdom. Nothing will deliver them from
this grief and sorrow and dejection and hopelessness except the
divine glad tidings.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.519, SW_ v13#10 p.281

ABO01518

To: Aga Abdu’l-Husayn son of Muhammad Taqi Isfahani, in Eqypt

Date: 1920-Jun-09

O noble descendant of that illustrious man! I have chanted
the verses of thy submission and humility before God, and I
beseech God to encompass thee with His favors in thy travels to
various regions, for thou art permitted to do so. How wonderful
it would be if thou wouldst drain the dregs of every cup in the
path of God. I am well pleased with thee in all matters and
conditions, and I pray for thy support as a bounty from God.

As for the revered Shaykh Muhammad al-Kharrashi, praise
be to God that he was not misled by the calumnies of souls
who spread fabrications that God had given no authority for.
Let him say: “Glory be to Thee, O God! This is a mighty
calumny!” - just as this occurred in the ways of the ancients
when they said: “Confused dreams! Nay, he hath invented it!
Nay, he is but a poet! Let him then bring us a sign like the ones
that were sent to those of old!” Ever has this been the way of
the disseminators of falsehood. I beseech God to remove the
veil and to strengthen them with penetrating vision in every
new matter, and to assist the revered Shaykh to uncover the
manifest truth wherein there is no doubt, for the people are
absorbed in their vain imaginings. No fresh reminder from the
All-Merciful comes to them but they turn away from it. Soon
shall the tidings reach them of that which they used to mock.
In the recitation of the Surah of the Poets there is a lesson for
those who read: When Moses (peace be upon Him) found the
burden heavy, He addressed the Lord saying: “Send for Aaron.
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And they hold a charge of crime against me, so I fear they may
slay me.” And Pharaoh said: “Did we not cherish thee as a
child among us, and didst thou not stay among us for years of
thy life? And thou didst that deed which thou didst, and thou
art of the ungrateful!” He said: “I did it when I was astray.
So I fled from you when I feared you; but my Lord granted me
wisdom and made me one of the Messengers.”

By God! If this incident had occurred in this wondrous cen-
tury, how would them who disseminate lies and mischief have
reacted? And what would they have done? A man had com-
mitted a murder and had fled, then returned and spoke of
prophethood while admitting to His manifest crime. Do men
think that they may claim that they believe and they will not
be tested?

As for the revered Shaykh, he should speak with others softly
and tenderly. Convey my good wishes and my longing greetings
to his distinguished person and to the respected lady who hath
believed in her Lord. Upon thee rest the glory of the Most
Glorious.
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To: Harun son of Azra, in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Jun-09

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter dated 29 Sa-
far 1338 was received. Its contents were filled with heartfelt
emotions, and heartfelt emotions are decisive proof of love for
the Incomparable Lord. Praise be to God that in the shelter
of the Divine Lote Tree you are in the utmost joy and delight,
and are firm and steadfast on the straight path. This is the
provision and sustenance for the next world and the capital
of eternal glory and life. After the return of my brother, if
the means for comfortable travel are ready and available, you
have permission to come into my presence. And convey to
Jinab-i-Shaykh Muhsin Na’ini on behalf of this servant utmost
heartfelt attachment, sincere love and true respect. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdu’l-Vahid Bushrui, in Mashhad
Date: 1920-Jun-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was re-
ceived. It was eloquent and articulate, and its contents were
evidence of intense firmness. Thou hadst written that “I glory
in the grace and favor of the Ancient Beauty and lament my
own shortcomings and lassitude. I possess neither an eloquent
tongue for teaching nor the power to serve at the threshold
of the glorious Lord.” Yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha hopes that thou wilt
succeed in all things. Do not become hopeless - there are many
hopes: After darkness there are many suns.

That heart’s desire and soul’s longing of thine is the ultimate
aspiration of those near to God, the remedy of the afflicted, and
the capital of joy and gladness for lovers. Thy noble grandfa-
ther drank this brimming cup with utmost joy and attained
the highest desire of the sincere ones. Convey to thy father
on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha utmost kindness and heartfelt at-
tachment, and say that although thou art physically weak, yet
praise be to God, thou art spiritually mighty in the path of
the Glorious Lord. Black hair has turned white and eyesight
has become severely weak. What bounty could be greater than
that one’s upright stature should become bent at the Sacred
Threshold and strength and youth should be transformed into
weakness and infirmity?

To your brothers Aga Mirza ‘Inayatu’llah and Mirza Rah-
matu’llah convey on my behalf heartfelt affection, spiritual
emotions and conscientious attractions. And to the handmaid
of God, beloved sister Sultan, the handmaid of God sister
Nur-Jahan, the handmaid of God sister Fakhr-Jahan, the
handmaid of God sister Ziya'iyyih Sultan, and the handmaid
of God sister Fatimih Sultan convey on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
most wonderful and glorious greetings. We beseech the [favors]
of the Blessed Beauty that these leaves may be confirmed
in conscientious attractions, become verses of guidance, and
cause enthusiasm and rapture among the handmaids of the
All-Merciful. The flowing poetry was like pure water, its
words were arranged pearls, its meanings scattered jewels.
The desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is that you compose and
recite odes and praises in glorification of the Ancient Beauty.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Tokujiro Torii, in Tokyo
Date: 1920-Jun-11

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! Your letter was
received and brought the utmost joy. You had expressed the
desire for the spreading of the lights in those regions. I too
have such a desire, that the musk-fragrance of the love of God
may be diffused in that land. May Mrs. Alexander and Mrs.
Finch strive together so that the lights of the Sun of Reality
may spread in that clime. Whenever the means are ready, you
have permission to come. I will pray to God that He may grant
strength and cause you to grow like a lily in the garden of the
Kingdom.

O faithful friend! The people of that land are intelligent and
broad-minded, but due to the great distance, the fragrant
musk-perfume has not yet reached their nostrils. They are
unaware of the rising of the Sun of Truth from the horizon
of Iran. If you few who are there would sacrifice yourselves
and become enkindled with the fire of the love of God, and
shine like stars from the horizon of truth, in a short time that
region will become a paradise of delight. Japan will become
illumined and like a rose garden and meadow will be the cause
of joy to every gathering. Strive as much as you can to become
attracted to the countenance of that Beloved of the horizons
and with the heat of His fire of love make that country aflame.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

JWTA.032, SW_ v12#03 p.059

AB03973

To: Spiritual Assembly of Kirmanshah et al.
Date: 1920-Jun-12

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter dated 19
Jumada’th-Thani 1338 was received. Praise be to God, his
honor Khan traveled to that region and engaged in encour-
agement and motivation. Teaching meetings were convened, a
women’s assembly was established, and the Assembly of Con-
firmation was founded.
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My hope is that divine bounties will become deserved and
abundant, and that souls will become aware and awakened,
reaching a state of assurance, becoming content with God and
acceptable at the divine threshold. In the Qur’an it states: “O
thou soul which art at rest! Return to thy Lord, well-pleased,
well-pleasing!”

His honor Khan is truly self-sacrificing and though among the
veteran friends, despite weakness they are youthful and vigor-
ous, and strive with utmost effort in divine servitude. I beseech
God that they and you and all the friends may succeed in servi-
tude at the Sacred Threshold.

Write to Tehran that by whatever means possible they should
send a capable person to Kermanshah. If Aqa Mirza Yusuf
Khan would make the effort it would be most suitable, and
Jinab Mirza Muhammad Khan Tabrizi will also eventually jour-
ney to that region.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

031 5 OULE Al Dl § ol gl
Olaeb) plig ot i afie s 5 235
LS o655 o2 p s X35 15 ) ool iy
el i) Lol b e e OV 55 &2
"‘;b/ oy SO J =)

@l 3l 5 aslidle azdd)s Ol O >
33 9 L by Oler Al 23 L,wd\)l..’
s i Sn ot Sl s bl ooy
B Obb pf 5 U, Ol § sl
,\’mf oleul C,;J}:ai

oA AL b e § 4505 080 Ol o
Gy 1o BT $) iy oleile S 4 Lo
Dae Slor 5 Bl Sl L6 2 0L
obo Ol ppat jie CBle 55 (658 O AR
305 Lal s

e e s

MMEKG6#602, MSBHS.367-368, SHYM.026,
SHYM.043

AB04992

To: Corinne True
Date: 1920-Jun-12

O thou dear daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter has been received and the proceedings of the Con-
vention understood. Thanks be unto God that this Convention
was supported by the confirmations of the Kingdom of Abha
and as thou didst wish it was formed and ended.

Praise be unto God, that the model of the Mashrekol-Azkar
made by Mr. Bourgeois was approved by his honor, Mr. Re-
mey, and selected by the Convention. His honor, Mr. Remey
is, verily, of perfect sincerity. He is like unto transparent water,
filtered, lucid and without any impurity. He worked earnestly
for several years, but he did not have personal motive. He has
not attachment to anything except to the Cause of God. This
is the spirit of the firm and this is the characteristic of the
sincere.
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The model of the Mashrekol-Azkar is, however, too big. It
needs several millions of dollars for the cost (of construction).
If possible, Mr. Bourgeois may reproduce the same model on
a smaller scale, so that one million dollars may suffice for its
construction. This should be reconsidered only if possible.

Thy services to the Mashrekol-Azkar are accepted at the
Threshold of the Most Great One.

Convey on my behalf the most wonderful Abha greetings to
all the friends, especially the House of Spirituality and other
Assemblies. Practice utmost affection towards thy dear daugh-
ters on my behalf. I have no opportunity to write more than
this.

Upon thee be the light of the Most Luminous!

SW_ v11#09 p.139

ABO07322

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri
Date: 1920-Jun-12

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy esteemed letter was
read with both physical and spiritual eyes. As I have no time, I
write a brief reply. Praise be to God, divine bounty and favor
hath turned toward thee from all six directions. Thou hast
been successful in attaining the supreme guidance and opened
thine eyes to behold the Beauty on the Day of Meeting. The
tied tongue became eloquent and the closed lip bloomed like
a flower bud. Promote the Book of Proofs and the History of
the Martyrs. I await the sacred favors that thou mayest be the
recipient of bounties from every direction and that Habibullah
may grow and develop under divine protection with utmost joy.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Julia Hauff, in Stuttgart

Date: 1920-Jun-12

O thou dear, heavenly daughter! BBBD.520

Your letter has arrived. Truly, your heartfelt love is very deep
and genuine and connected. Therefore, your love is greatly
appreciated. I have hope in the grace of Baha’u’llah that you
may find a place in the heights of the Abha Kingdom.

Convey to your honored parents and sisters and brothers my
deep love.

The All-Glorious be with you!

BBBD.521

AB00563

To: Ahmad Yazdani, in The Hague
Date: 1920-Jun-14

O Servant of the Threshold of Baha'u’llah! Thy letter dated
14 June 1920 hath been received. A letter from some of the
members of the Peace Committee hath also been received and
an answer hath been written to them. Deliver it to them.

It is evident that this meeting is not what it is reputed to be
and is unable to order and arrange affairs in the manner which
is befitting and necessary. However that may be, the matter in
which they are engaged is nevertheless of the greatest impor-
tance. The meeting at The Hague should have such power and
influence that its word will have an effect on the governments
and nations. Point out to the revered members gathered there
that the Hague Conference held before the war had as its Pres-
ident the Emperor of Russia, and its members were men of the
greatest eminence. Nevertheless this did not prevent such a
terrible war.
war, fiercer than the last, will assuredly break out; verily, of
this there is no doubt whatever. What can the Hague meeting
do?

Now how will it be? For in the future another
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But the fundamental principles laid down by Baha'u’llah are
day by day spreading. Deliver the answer to their letter and
express the greatest love and kindness, and leave them to their
own affairs. In any case they ought to be pleased with you, and
subject to their approval you may print and distribute that
detailed epistle of mine which hath already been translated
into English.

As to the Esperantists, associate with them. Whenever you
find one with capacity, convey to him the fragrances of Life. In
all the meetings converse about the teachings of Baha’u’llah,
because this will be effective today in the western countries.
And if they ask regarding your belief in Baha’u’llah, you should
reply that we consider Him as the foremost Teacher and Ed-
ucator of the world in this age, and make clear, explaining
in detail, that these teachings regarding universal peace and
other subjects were revealed by the pen of Baha'u’llah fifty
years ago and have already been published in Persia and India
and spread abroad throughout the whole world. In the be-
ginning all were incredulous about the idea of universal peace,
considering it an impossibility. Further, speak of the great-
ness of Baha’u’llah, of the events that took place in Persia and
Turkey, of the astonishing influence that He exerted, of the con-
tents of the Epistles which He addressed to all the sovereigns,
and of their fulfillment. Also speak of the spread of the Baha’i
Cause. Associate with the Committee of Universal Peace at
The Hague as much as possible, showing them every courtesy.

It is evident that the Esperantists are receptive and thou art
familiar with and expert in their language. Communicate also
with the Esperantists of Germany and other places. The litera-
ture which thou circulatest should deal only with the teachings.
The dissemination of other literature is at present not advis-
able. My hope is that the divine confirmations may continually
assist thee.

As for expenses, what was submitted was not easy, despite the
necessity. In other instances that amount was submitted for
this purpose, therefore expenses should be moderated as much
as possible. Now 50 pounds have been arranged somehow - it
couldn’t be sent by telegram so was sent by post. If expenses
are this high, the means are not available, and your period of
permission is also ending and return is inevitable.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SLEEY 53 s 5y ey @ pa ol
Dbt 5 Ll |y sl Ol b L%)LI S|
s e Ty a8 Gl e St ek
L2l (o2l bl Sl e o 5 a1
0dd ) & 4z s 8 o Joaie 24l O

Ob—‘@U;Li B

w‘)&ﬁ)*&iﬁ*“zﬁ‘«?‘\ cﬁ"hﬁ\
W) s ol dma 51 5o Ol Samis A
p;\u}.g;fc,é&)l,»db:f}w;\@
s S5 550 b ol O p Olois s
sl 5 dle bee ol & ad) 18K s
AL U ﬁs\.\cﬁ A G fle L;,f
(’Jba,dfcuf}w@hf%mw
i, e ol Bl & s 53 <
DL} o.\:u Cb th}_u) (J‘J;\J})JJL@
O S A Sl s Sal el glc 4
KO8 a3 Gl 58 oo 20
Sl dlar oakie 51 s ASudle foians
oL:..{jj o\j\);fkﬁ@}ﬁb.\:{&;
,.\.sz,\;\.{@ﬁe)w;\,mdf\)
G 5 Nogep S & § Gl )
by ol Coe SHle ol 358 50 8L

L el
;\.\,;M\):\,;,ﬂ\;,;e:df;,zvy pl,uw
Q)L‘,'j &yﬁ\ }Z\J‘\’M\ OL.«JJ.) Lé’} .4\3)\3
oA2 35 o 5 O sl b ol
Sals O o dads Lk Swéb:‘v\:f
e o 5La51 Ko G150 Ll s, A
Al ola b & et pdorl ()b s

.wlitzr.»
dl.wl A “:J:b" %Td}jw VSN Ll
(o® fhe OV @l 53 pad o | i
isbas Ol 5k a4l 14 48 AT 5,
SHIN 5y ePa o 00 dlo 5586 Jkims
S8 Jlyl g bzl Ol L xS
5 6 L Jaled ol 5Ly uis) O las
PENPR el St g3l oo

Sl gy

228

6



Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun)

AB02147

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Grieve not over the apathy and coldness of the Hague meeting.
Put thy trust in God. Owur hope is that among the people
the Esperanto language may hereafter have a powerful effect.
Thou hast now sown the seed. Assuredly it will grow. Its
growth dependeth upon God.

SWAB#228, WOB.046x, BSTW#203x
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AB02147

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq
Date: 1920-Jun-1/4

O martyr, descendant of that illustrious man! Your letter
dated June 14, 1920 arrived. Jinab-i-Yazdani had written a
detailed account. Apparently no results were obtained from
the League assembly. That assembly’s thoughts are scattered
among numerous matters and they do not have the opportu-
nity for proper effort and endeavor as they should, nor is any
result expected in the future. Therefore, with whomever you
have met, show the utmost love and kindness and express unity
of thought. For now, they should not be upset - let there be
some minor connection maintained. They should not think
you have lost hope in them, rather they should know that you
maintain the strongest connection with them.

Evidently there are many expenses, and whatever was possible
was obtained through any means and submitted. Now it ap-
pears there are total expenses but the means are not available.
An amount was prepared with difficulty - that is, 50 pounds -
and since it could not be sent by telegraph it was submitted
by post. God willing it will arrive.

The matter of the Esperantists is more important than the
League assembly. Jinab-i-Mr. Yazdani can sow a seed among
them. However, the matter of travel to London has many ex-
penses, and the few friends who are there also go to summer
resorts - no one remains there except Yuhanna Dawud. Even
Mirza Lutfullah has returned. Now there is no choice but to
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return to the Holy Land. You have made every possible effort,
but the League assembly clearly has no proper foundation. In
this case, remaining in those parts will yield no results. There
are other tasks at hand. Sowing seeds in soil that has no ca-
pacity to grow them is fruitless.

A letter was written and sent to those connected to that per-
sonage.
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AB12079

To: Spiritual Assembly of Husaynabad et al.
Date: 1920-Jun-1/4

O ye who are firm in the Covenant and Testament of God! The
notebook containing your plans for the establishment of the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and its dependencies—consisting of a hos-
pital, schools, a hostel, and homes for the infirm and the poor—
and furthermore, the names of those who have contributed
funds for this endeavour, was received and read. Praise be to
God that He hath assisted blessed souls to arise and accom-
plish such a momentous task and to lay the foundation of an
edifice that shall endure for all eternity, whose pinnacles shall
soar to the apex of heaven.

Although this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is being built upon earth,
in reality it is an institution of the Concourse on high, and
therefore it can be said to reach the highest heavens. Render ye
thanks unto God that ye have arisen to offer such a momentous
service, inasmuch as in this age and century the establishment
of Mashriqu’l-Adhkars is of the utmost importance. These
edifices will bestow firmness and constancy upon the friends.
They are places of supplication and invocation to the Threshold
of His grandeur and are the greatest means of diffusing the
sweet savours of the Lord. In these days, laying but one brick
for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar or one of its dependencies is like
unto building a lofty edifice. I am, therefore, well pleased with
the beloved of the Lord for having succeeded in rendering so
vital and important a service. It is my hope that this structure
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will be established in the utmost beauty and strength and that
its dependencies will gradually be completed.

O Mighty Lord! These blessed souls have arisen with utmost
dedication to render service. Make their efforts praiseworthy,
bestow abundant confirmations, open the doors of joy, make
them manifestations of Thy boundless favors. Make each one a
sign of guidance and a banner of the Concourse on High. Thou
art the Giver, the Bestower, the Radiant, the Resplendent, the
Powerful. And upon them be the most glorious Glory.
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To: Amanullah, in Najafabad
Date: 1920-Jun-14

O thou who art turning unto God! With an open breast I
read thy letter and, with a heart overflowing with humility
and lowliness, I beseeched God to make thee a sign of bounty,
to lead thee to the pure spring of sweet waters, and to enable
thee to serve His Cause as long as thou livest in this first life.
Convey my greetings and praise to those loved ones whose inner
secrets are pure and whose consciences are clear through their

love for the Beauty of the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Powerful.

I beseech God to make that village which believed in God at
the dawn of His manifestation and remained steadfast until
the Day of the Covenant flourish through the favors of the
Luminary of the horizons, and to quicken it through His holy
breaths which give rise to harmony. Convey my greetings and
longings to his honor Ali-i-Yazdi. I wish for him exaltation,
success, ascendancy and prosperity. Verily my Lord hath power
over all things. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08653

To: Ardishir Khudabakhsh Hariti, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jun-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Praise be to God, the friends in Bombay are firm and steadfast,
and are walking the straight path. They strive day and night
to render service to the divine world and become the cause of
illumination to the world of humanity. Convey on my behalf
the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to Siavash. My
hope is that day by day they may increase in nobility and
loftiness of purpose. Likewise convey my longing greetings to
the other friends on my behalf. There is no time to write more;
kindly excuse me. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Haji Isma’il Qannad, in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Jun-14

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Thy letter
bore the imprint of faith and certitude. Open thy tongue in
thanksgiving that thou hast been delivered from the realm of
darkness and hast entered into the illumined world. Through
the favors of God, it is hoped that fitting strength may be
vouchsafed and bestowed upon thy vision.

Thou hadst sought permission to attain His presence - for now
be patient. Convey the utmost love and kindness from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to Mashhadi ‘Ali Sarraf. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

There is no more time now to write.
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To: Albert R Windust, in Chicago

Date: 1920-Jun-15

O true friend! I beseech the favors of the Sun of Reality to shed
upon you the rays of divine assistance and bounty, that you and
Mr. Agnes may live together in perfect harmony, love, firmness
and steadfastness. As for the Persian writer for the Star of
the West, I am thinking about it. Whenever I find someone
suitable I will send them. I seek for you new confirmations and
special divine assistance and bounty.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v12#03 p.057

AB09998

To: Arthur S Agnew, in Chicago

Date: 1920-Jun-15

O spiritual one! Sacrifice yourself as much as you can in the
path of Baha’u’llah—may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved
ones. This sacrifice is the greatest cause of success, for today
whoever draws closer by a step to Baha’u’llah will raise the
banner in the pole of the Kingdom and will shine like a star
from the horizon of reality. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

SW_ v12#03 p.057
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AB12025

To: Masum-Ali Lari Farhat Thabit, in Bandar Abbas
Date: 1920-Jun-17+

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived
and brought joy to my heart and soul. It carried a musk-
scented fragrance from the breath of righteous souls, for that
port fell into the crucible of tests and oppressors extended their
hands of tyranny, sparing no effort in causing harm and cru-
elty. Despite this, the loved ones of that port showed firmness
and steadfastness and did not cry out in anguish. Therefore,
‘Abdu’l-Baha is pleased and satisfied with those blessed souls,
and I beseech for them manifest bounties from their praise-
worthy station, for at the threshold of the Worshipped One,
tested souls are accepted. In times of comfort and ease, ev-
ery soul claims guidance, but in trials and hardships, steadfast
souls are like growing trees in utmost delicacy and freshness.
Convey to Janab Ra’is Muhammad ‘Abdul-Ghafur abundant
greetings and longing on my behalf. I beseech from the favors
of the Lord of the Kingdom unlimited assistance and bounties
for him.

O my God, my God! Verily, Thy righteous servants in those re-
gions are under the dominion of the wicked. They have plunged
into seas of hardship and calamity and fallen under the claws of
fierce beasts and into the clutches of ravenous wolves. Despite
this, they remained firm in Thy manifest religion, drank from
the spring of certitude, partook of the truth of certitude, and
were not deterred by the blame of the blameworthy among the
oppressors, nor did they fear the might of any transgressing
sinner. My Lord! Make them signs of guidance and banners
waving in the winds of piety, aid them through the holy fra-
grances wafting from the Supreme Concourse, and dilate their
breasts through beholding Thy radiant lights shining from the
Abha Kingdom. Verily, Thou art the Guardian of the sin-
cere ones and the Compassionate to Thy faithful servants, and
Thou art powerful over all things.

ADMS#239
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AB01800

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1920-Jun-25

O faithful servant of Baha'u’llah! Your letter arrived contain-
ing glad tidings of the exaltation of the Word of God and the
progress of the Cause of God hour by hour in London. Praise
be to God, the loved ones in London are in the utmost joy and
fragrance. Your previous letter also arrived. Sir Samuel’s pres-
ence was mentioned in all the newspapers. God willing, upon
his arrival a meeting will take place and the utmost considera-
tion will be shown.

The first thing that should be explained to such souls is that
the teachings of Baha’u’llah have revived the moral world -
souls become a new creation and upon accepting the divine
teachings they become lovers of the human world. This holy
power delivers the human world from the darkness of nature
and bestows celestial power, as has been proven in practice:
twenty thousand people in Iran were completely delivered from
the darkness of the natural world and freed from attachment
to this mortal realm, hastening to the field of sacrifice detached
unto God, freely giving their lives in God’s path.

The Baha’is” wealth is the treasury of the Kingdom and their
glory is nearness to the Divine Threshold. They are knowl-
edgeable about all the contents of the Holy Books as well as
the histories of ancient nations. They are pure souls and holy
beings of the human world who serve the unity of humankind
and are kind to all peoples, making no distinctions between
them and loving all. They follow the divine policy - the divine
policy is kindness to all humanity without exception. This is
a beautiful policy and this approach befits holy souls of the
All-Merciful.

The Israelites in Iran were in the utmost abasement, but from
the day the Sun of Truth dawned upon that land, Israel pro-
gressed day by day, gained honor and found comfort, to such
a degree that they became the envy of others.

5 Through the favor of the Ancient Beauty and the kindnesses of
the Most Great Name, my hope is that you will become more
successful and more confirmed day by day. God willing, I will
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not fall short in whatever is necessary regarding Sir Samuel.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Rasht
Date: 1920-Jun-17+

O attracted leaf! Your letter was received. A brief reply is
written since there is absolutely no time. Convey my most

glorious and wondrous greetings to Jinab Aqa Mirza Fadlu’llah.

However, you should still remain in the Rasht region. I hope
through divine favors your illness will be removed and comfort
and ease will be attained, so that you may arise to serve as
you should and as is befitting. Convey my most glorious and
wondrous greetings to the maidservant of God who is attracted
to the fragrances of God, Khadijih Sultan. You two must be in
utmost love and harmony with each other and arise to serve.

2 Show the utmost kindness on my behalf to the child Mirza
Rida Khan. Also convey utmost kindness to the maidservant of
God Sakinih, and deliver spiritual greetings to the maidservant
of God Tahirih. My hope is that she will exert the utmost
effort in her studies. Convey my most glorious and wondrous
greetings to the maidservant of God, the wife of Tajir-Bashi
and the maidservant of God, the daughter of Tajir-Bashi, and
say: I beseech the threshold of Baha'u’llah that you may be
delivered from all sorrows and griefs and find your way to the
delightful expanse of divine joy. Be firm and steadfast in tests
and be delivered from trials. May the children be successful
and confirmed in utmost spirit and fragrance. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11358

To: Juliet Thompson, in New York
Date: 1920-Jun-21

O dear daughter of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was received.

Assuredly a spiritual daughter has complete attachment to her
compassionate father - this is certain. I hope that you have
become sanctified and purified from pursuing your personal
thoughts, that you have become entirely heavenly in heart and
soul, that you have become spiritual, that you have become
divine, that you have become detached from these unfaithful
people and have attained complete nearness to His Holiness
Baha’u’llah, the King of the throne of faithfulness. For all

people are unfaithful except those souls who are true Baha'is.

These souls derive the light of faithfulness from the Sun of
Faithfulness. I indicated to you a trace of this truth, and now
it has become clear and certain.

Dear daughter, Mrs. May Maxwell is truly luminous. She has

no thought or mention except service to the Kingdom of God.

Mrs. Krug is a flame of the fire of the love of God and is truly
a cause of joy. Her heart’s attractions finally drew Mr. Krug
to the Faith. The reply to Zia Bey’s letter is included with this
letter - please deliver it to him. Convey my utmost kindness
to your respected mother.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

MAX.364bx
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AB03655

To: Randall, William H et al., in New York
Date: 1920-Jun-25

O thou who are firm in the Covenant!-O thou who are attracted
to the Kingdom of Abha!

Thy letter has been received. It perusal imparted greatest joy,

because that truthful servant of Baha’u’llah, together with his

honorable wife, have really, with perfect love, arisen in the ser-

vice of the Kingdom. The happiness of Abdul-Baha is confined
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to this fact: that some souls may, with the utmost purity and
severance from aught else save God, become attracted spirit
(unmixed spirit) and, wholly submerged on the ocean of mind-
fulness and piety, dedicate their time, day and night, to the
service of the Cause of God.

His honor Fazel-i-Mazandarani is from those souls who have
dedicated their lives to the service of the Cause of God. It is
my hope that his pure breath may be the cause of the union
and harmony of the friends.

The papers of Mr. Hearst are verily striving for the protec-
tion of the rights of the public. I am supplicating that they
may became the first papers serving the good of the world of
humanity, so that they may keep alive the blessed name of
Mrs. Hearst and this name (Hearst) may live permanently till
eternity.

The model of Mr. Borgeois, praise be to God has become ac-
ceptable to the friends, especially that it has proved approvable
to his honor, Mr. Remey.

Convey on my behalf the utmost kindness to all the friends of
God.

Upon thee be the Glory of God!

SW__v11407 p.112-113, BSTW#254

AB04470

To: Grace Anderson, in Kenosha, WI
Date: 1920-Jun-25

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God!

2 Thy letter was received and we note that thou art engaged in
teaching the children of the believers, that these tender little
ones have been learning the Hidden Words and the prayers and
what it meaneth to be a Baha'i.

The instruction of these children is even as the work of a loving
gardener who tendeth his young plants in the flowering fields
of the All-Glorious. There is no doubt that it will yield the
desired results; especially is this true of instruction as to Baha’i
obligations and Baha’i conduct, for the little children must
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needs be made aware in their very heart and soul that “Baha’i”

is not just a name but a truth. Every child must be trained
in the things of the spirit, so that he may embody all the
virtues and become a source of glory to the Cause of God.
Otherwise, the mere word “Baha’i”, if it yield no fruit, will
come to nothing.

Strive then to the best of thine ability to let these children
know that a Baha'i is one who embodieth all the perfections,
that he must shine out like a lighted taper — not be darkness
upon darkness and yet bear the name “Baha’i”.

Name thou this school the Baha’i Sunday School.

SWAB#123, COC#0598
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To: Charles Mason Remey, in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Jun-25

O thou truthful servant of Him the Most High, Baha’u’llah!

Thy letter has been received. Praise be unto God that the
House of Spirituality (of Washington) has, in the most desir-
able way, been elected. The daughter of the Kingdom, Mrs.
Parsons, verily, did return with a firm resolution and sincere
motive from the Holy Land.

The honorable members of this new Assembly, which has been
formed at Washington, must be in perfect steadfastness, be-
cause no edifice, without firmness and erectness, lasts long and
no tree, without being firmly rooted, becomes ornamented with
leaves and fruits.

It is my hope that this Assembly will, with the utmost firmness
and steadfastness, arise in service.

Upon thee be Baha’u’llah El Abha!

BSTW#383
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AB12499

AB12498

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jun-25

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom!

Thy letter has been received. Thanks unto God that thou art,
at Leipzig, confirmed in service. Convey, on my behalf, great
love and kindness to the maidservant of God, Mrs. Rohr, Mr.
and Mrs. Scholz. Extend also, on my behalf, the utmost re-
spect to Dr. Hugo Valrath, the editor of the paper, and say
unto him, “Every story and narrative will, for a time, get cir-
culated among mankind, but before the lapse of some days,
it passes into oblivion. The Heavenly Realities and the Celes-
tial Graces, however, when inserted in papers, will never be
forgotten and shall permanently exist and be preserved.”

Upon thee be Baha'u’l-Abhal

BBBD.523
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AB12499

To: Stabler, Julia et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jun-25

O two daughters of the Kingdom! Your letter was received.
Praise be to God, it brought glad tidings of hearts attracted
to the Kingdom of God. The friends in Stuttgart are in truth
drawn to the Abha Kingdom and enkindled with the fire of the
love of God. They have no purpose or desire except service to
Baha’u’llah. Indeed they are pure and detached from worldly
feelings. This is why you are successful and confirmed. The
gathering you have established for the education of children
is most acceptable and beloved. I beseech God that He may
grant confirmation and success, so that gathering may become
a heavenly assembly and each of its members may shine like a
star from the horizon of detachment from all save God. And
upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.526
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AB04456

To: May Mazxwell, in New York
Date: 1920-Jun-27

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Though others have very often spoken of thee in their letters
expressing their joy over thy praiseworthy services to the King-
dom of God, yet no letter directly from thyself hath been re-
ceived. Verily, thou didst put forth effort and self-sacrifice at
the convention more that what thine energy permitted. There-
fore thou art being praised by the Supreme Concourse and
encompassed by the bounties of the Kingdom of Abha.

Extend the utmost love and kindness, on my behalf, to every
one of the friends and the maidservants of God, especially to
thy honoured husband, Mr. Maxwell! I think always of him
and supplicate heavenly confirmation for him. I hope that
he will, day by day, progress and attain to that which is his
greatest longing.

With the utmost longing do thou kiss, on my behalf, thy dear
daughter on both cheeks. Though she is now a little child, yet
I hope that she will grow old in the Kingdom of God. If there
is no obstacle and the means of travel are prepared, thou art

permitted to make a trip to the Holy Land, if thou wishest.

All the members of the family are very eager to meet you.
Upon thee be the Glory of Abhal

MAX.363-364
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AB12367

To: Schweizer, Friedrich et al., in Zuffenhausen
Date: 1920-Jun-28

O two near ones at the Divine Threshold! Your letter was re-
ceived. Praise be to God, you are wholly turned toward the
Kingdom of Abha and your utmost desire is to sacrifice your
lives. I beseech God that you may ever be the cause of spiritual-
ity and illumination of others, and guide souls to firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant. I supplicate and implore at the
Kingdom of the All-Merciful God, and beg endless forgiveness
and pardon for Mrs. Doring, Mrs. Deigle, Mrs. Saali6é, Mr.
Robert, Mr. and Mrs. Ruf, and Mr. Kestin, and seek the light
and radiance of the sun. Though the house and furnishings
were burned, it matters not - the All-Merciful God will bestow
better than that. Praise be to God the children remained safe
and sound. Convey longing greetings to all the friends. And
upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.527-528

AB12465

To: Alice Schwarz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jun-29

O dear daughter! Your letter arrived and it became known
that you have exerted the utmost effort in translating some of
the utterances. You are truly striving beyond your capacity in
promoting the Cause of God, therefore I am confident that you
will be assisted and confirmed in all affairs. Every soul who is
firm and steadfast in the Cause of God today is assisted, con-
firmed, accepted, near and renowned. I supplicate and implore
at the Sacred Threshold of Baha’u’llah on behalf of all, that
they may become the recipients of endless favors. Convey to
all the Most Glorious Greetings. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

BBBD.530

S 455 pne s oy W il e s )
Jpdn 1y o w‘v Ol gam fams 5o
Al G275 52 0P Gple anadl s wlails
ool e 53 8 @1 Gbae Vib (25
th;z:-w‘} b s ) 8 p J;fj
Gl D gute 3 B0 5 Sl Ao Sl b )
S dis *ain f G55 By ae s e
e b el i ¢ el & e
) o w oS Ol S dpta

eVl e s als B g

BBBD.529

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 242



Study guide to this volume

The opening half of 1920 is dominated by the Haifa pilgrim conversations that began in late 1919
and continue through the early months of the new year. John Esslemont, Fujita, Mrs. Parsons,
Corinne True, and others gather daily in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s presence, and the resulting records—taken
down in multiple hands and translated on the spot—form a distinctive genre: living exchanges in
which a master teacher responds to the actual questions of actual students, rather than formal
tablets addressed to communities at a distance. The topics range from the highly practical (the
mechanics of Baha'i elections, the duties of Spiritual Assemblies, the etiquette of marriage) to the
deeply philosophical (the nature of the human spirit, the ontological status of the Word of God, the
hierarchy of cognitive powers). Running alongside these conversations is a smaller body of written
letters, including evocative descriptions of the future transformation of Mount Carmel into a global
spiritual center. ‘Abdu’l-Baha appears in this volume as a figure simultaneously anchored in the
particular—the specific mechanics of community administration, the actual conditions of Haifa, the
names of individual believers—and oriented toward the universal: the house on Mount Carmel is
already, in his vision, a world center whose future is as certain as its present is modest. This double
vision—complete presence to the immediate and complete clarity about the distant—is itself a kind
of teaching about what it means to live from a perspective that transcends the partiality of any
one moment.

Divine Law and Human Institution: The House of Justice and the
Flexibility of Order

Key Passages

The members of the House of Justice will be inspired. Whenever it is established it will
be under the protection of the Blessed Beauty. Whatever the House of Justice decides
is the will of the Blessed One. In this way there is order — otherwise, there will be
confusion. The Bahai laws are not rigid and unalterable. Whatever the House of Justice
decides must be carried out. — ABU0685

That is all talk. The text of the Blessed Book cannot be changed. No one can interfere
with it. Things not definitely stated in the Book are referred to the House of Justice.
Whatever the House of Justice decides, that is obligatory. Now it is not possible for
all the world to come together. The Convention is similar to the House of Justice to a
certain extent. Its decision and laws must be carried out. — ABU3081
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How is it possible that there should be no organization? Even in a household, if there is
not organization there will be hopeless confusion. Then what about the world? What
is meant is that the organization is not rigid. In ancient times it was rigid. In the
Torah all the political affairs were rigidly fixed, but in this cause, they are not. In this
cause there is political freedom, i.e., in each time the House of Justice is free to decide
in accordance with what it deems expedient.

In the time of Moses, the children of Israel were in the wilderness. There was no ease
and comfort. Therefore ten offences were made punishable by death. In the time of
Christ there were towns and cities and civilization. The exigencies of the time did not
require these ten laws for capital punishment, so he abolished them. — ABU0685

Context for Study

The pilgrims’ conversations about the organization of the Baha’i community in January 1920 ad-
dress a genuinely difficult problem in religious jurisprudence: how does a revealed religion remain
faithful to its foundational texts while adapting its practical arrangements to radically changing
historical circumstances? ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s answer is a two-tier structure: the “text of the Blessed
Book” is fixed and unalterable, while everything not explicitly settled in the text is referred to
the House of Justice, whose decisions—guided by inspiration and collective deliberation—carry the
authority of the divine will. This is a sophisticated response to the tension between nass (explicit
divine text) and #jtihad (jurisprudential reasoning) that has dominated Islamic legal thought since
the eighth century; it also engages the Christian debates between scriptural authority and tra-
dition (the sola scriptura controversy), and the Jewish interplay between Written Torah (Torah
she-bikhtav) and Oral Torah (Torah she-be-‘al peh). What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s formu-
lation is the institutional location of adaptive authority: it is vested not in individual scholars or
clergy (as in Islamic éjtihad) but in a collective body (Beit-ul-‘Adl—House of Justice) that is itself
under divine protection. The historical argument is especially illuminating: the severity of Mosaic
law was appropriate to a people in wilderness conditions; Christ modified it for an urban civiliza-
tion; and this pattern of modification according to “the exigencies of time and place” is presented
not as relativism but as a principled responsiveness to the actual conditions of human life. This
is a kind of divine jurisprudence that respects contingency without abandoning principle, and it
distinguishes the Baha’i model sharply from both scriptural literalism and pure positive law.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes between the fixed text of the Blessed Book and the variable de-
cisions of the House of Justice. Compare this two-tier structure with the Islamic distinction
between wusul (principles, fixed) and furu‘ (branches, variable), with the Catholic distinction
between dogma (irreformable) and discipline (reformable), and with the common law tradi-
tion’s distinction between constitutional and statutory law. What are the philosophical and
practical challenges of maintaining such a distinction over time?

2. The example of Moses and Christ—where Mosaic severity was appropriate for wilderness
conditions and Christ softened it for urban civilization—presents religious law as historically
and environmentally conditioned. Does this make the law relative to circumstances, or does
it point to a deeper principle that the law is always serving? Compare with Aquinas’s natural
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law theory, which holds that specific ordinances of divine law reflect eternal principles applied
to contingent conditions.

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha responds to the claim that “the Bahai cause cannot be organized” with the
observation that even a household requires organization. What theory of social order underlies
this argument? Compare with Aristotle’s claim that humanity is by nature a political animal
(the polis as the natural end of human association), with Rousseau’s social contract, and with
Rawls’s theory of justice as the framework of a cooperative enterprise.

4. The House of Justice is described as “inspired” and its decisions as “the will of the Blessed
One.” What is the epistemological basis for this claim? Compare with the Catholic doctrine
of papal infallibility (which also involves institutional inspiration), with the Quaker concept of
the Meeting as a place where the Spirit speaks collectively, and with deliberative democracy
theory, which grounds the legitimacy of collective decisions in the quality of the deliberative
process rather than in divine guidance.

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha warns repeatedly against controversy and urges acceptance of majority decisions
even when one disagrees. How does this counsel of communal deference relate to the principle
of independent investigation of truth? Is there a tension between personal conscience and
institutional authority, and if so, how should it be navigated?

The Reality of the Spirit: Intellect, Heart, and the Limits of the
Describable

Key Passages

The reality of spirit, because it is not corporeal, cannot be in bodily form. We cannot
say it is like the fire, or like water, or like flame, or like odor. In the world of man it
has no likeness. The utmost is to satisfy the hearer. It is beyond explanation, for it is
a reality of the intellect, and not a thing which can be perceived.

Perceptible realities can be explained. But the intellectual realities cannot be explained
by or through words. You may try to explain by words. For instance, the mind itself is
the intellectual reality. It cannot be seen or heard or smelt or tasted or touched. This
is the intellectual reality and is not perceptible by the senses. — ABU1881

Soul, spirit, intellect, heart—they mean the same. It is one reality. The names are
different. We must consider it according to its use. Because it is the discoverer of
reality, they call it intellect, for it is the cause of the true life of man. When it produces
an effect on one, we speak of it as the heart, whilst these three things are one. For
instance (pointing to a cup), this is called ‘fenjan,” in Persian; ‘cup’ in English, ... in
Arabic. All these names are for this article. — ABU2940

Context for Study

The two conversations on the human spirit in this volume are philosophically significant in their
simplicity. In ABU1881 ‘Abdu’l-Baha adopts a rigorously apophatic stance: the spirit cannot be
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described by analogy with any perceptible thing, because analogy is a form of explanation that
works by mapping the unknown onto the known, and the spirit as an “intellectual reality” has
no analogue in the world of perception. This is a consistent application of the general principle
that higher levels of reality cannot be explained by lower-level categories—the same principle that
governs his treatment of divine knowledge in relation to human knowledge. What is notable is
that ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not regard this limitation as a failure but as a recognition of the spirit’s
dignity: to be beyond description is to be beyond the categories of nature, and this beyondness
is precisely what makes the spirit capable of knowing God and surviving death. ABU2940 then
performs the complementary move: while the spirit cannot be described by analogy with physical
things, it can be named from multiple angles according to its functions—as intellect (in relation
to the discovery of truth), as heart (in relation to its effect on others), as reality (in relation to
its ontological primacy). The cup-in-multiple-languages analogy is both pedagogically elegant and
philosophically precise: the diversity of names does not imply diversity of realities; it implies the
inadequacy of any single name to capture the whole of what is being named. This has parallels
with the via negativa of Maimonides (who argued that all positive attributes of God ultimately
fail and must be negated), with the apophatic theology of Gregory of Nyssa and Pseudo-Dionysius,
with Wittgenstein’s later observation that the limits of language are the limits of the world (but
the soul exceeds those limits), and with the Hindu concept of neti neti (not this, not this) as the
only adequate approach to the Absolute.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha insists that the spirit cannot be explained through analogy with perceptible
things. Compare this with Aquinas’s use of analogical predication (the concept of analogia
entis) to make some limited statements about God, with the via negativa of Maimonides
and Pseudo-Dionysius, and with Ludwig Wittgenstein’s claim in the Tractatus that “whereof
one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent.” Is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s apophaticism about the
spirit consistent with the extensive experiential and functional language he uses elsewhere to
describe it?

2. The identification of soul, spirit, intellect, and heart as four names for one reality resolves a
classical problem in Islamic anthropology (which sometimes distinguished the ruh, nafs, ‘aql,
and qalb as distinct realities). Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s unifying move with the Thomistic
distinction between the soul as form of the body and the intellect as its highest faculty, with
the Cartesian dualism of mind and matter, and with contemporary neuroscience’s monism
(which identifies mental processes with brain states). What is philosophically at stake in the
choice between unification and distinction?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes perceptible realities (which can be explained) from intellectual
realities (which cannot). This maps onto the distinction between what can be ostensively
defined and what cannot. Compare with Kant’s distinction between the phenomenal (what
can be experienced and described) and the noumenal (the thing-in-itself, which cannot),
and with the limits of language as identified by logical positivism and ordinary language
philosophy.

4. If the spirit is an “intellectual reality” that cannot be perceived by the senses, on what basis
can one be confident of its existence? Compare with Descartes’ proof of the mind’s existence
(cogito ergo sum), with the Sufi’s claim that the heart knows God directly through kashf
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(unveiling), and with the argument from religious experience (William Alston’s “perceiving

God”).

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the spirit as “the cause of the true life of man.” What is the relation-
ship between the life of the spirit and physical life? Compare with the Aristotelian concept of
the vegetative, sensitive, and rational soul (in ascending levels, each including the previous),
with the Christian resurrection of the body, and with the Baha’i teaching on the continuity
of the individual soul after physical death.

The Word of God: Created or Eternal? A Classical Islamic Dispute
Revisited

Key Passages

Shaykh Farju’llah Zaki al-Kurdi inquired whether the Qur’an was created or eternal, an
issue about which the Asha’irih [anti-rationalism] and the Mu’tazilih [pro-rationalism]
fought during the time of the ‘Abbasi caliphs.

‘Abdu’l-Baha responded: “The solution to this issue is simple. Kalam appears in three
types. One is oral, which is composed of airwaves, impacts the orifice of the ear and is
made and assembled of letters. The other is intellectual: that is, things that a person
will comprehend after one has contemplated over them. And lastly, spiritual. The first
two are created, but the third one is ancient, since it pertains to divine knowledge, and
has its beginning in the knowledge of God, which is eternal.” — ABU3658

Context for Study

The dispute over the createdness or eternity of the Qur’an was one of the most bitter theological
controversies in Islamic history. The Mu’tazilite school, which dominated ‘Abbasid theology in the
ninth century and enforced the doctrine of a created Qur’an through the mihna (inquisition), argued
that an eternal, uncreated Qur’an would compromise divine unity by positing a second eternal entity
alongside God. The Ash’arite school, which prevailed after the political defeat of the Mu’tazilites,
taught that the Qur’an is God’s eternal speech—eternal in its essential inner meaning, even if the
specific Arabic words and sounds are created expressions of that eternal meaning. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
solution is elegant and philosophically productive: he dissolves the dispute by introducing a third
category. Oral speech (the physical sounds and letters) is clearly created. Intellectual speech (the
concepts and meanings that arise in the mind) is also created, as it depends on the created mind
that thinks it. But spiritual speech—the Word as it exists in the eternal knowledge of God, before
its expression in any created medium—is ancient and uncreated, because divine knowledge itself
is eternal. This framework has the virtue of explaining why both sides of the original dispute
were partially correct: the Mu’tazilites were right that the specific, physical Qur’an is created; the
Ash’arites were pointing toward something real in their insistence on the eternity of divine speech,
but they had collapsed what are properly three distinct levels into a confused single claim. The
framework also has implications beyond the Islamic controversy: it resonates with the Johannine
theology of the Logos (John 1:1—¢“In the beginning was the Word”), with the Christian distinction
between the eternal Son (uncreated) and the incarnate Son (entering time), and with the Jewish
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kabbalistic concept of the Torah as a pre-existing blueprint of creation, eternal in God’s mind
before its inscription on parchment.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha resolves the Mu’tazilite/ Ash’arite dispute by introducing a tripartite distinction
among oral, intellectual, and spiritual speech. How does this solution compare with the
Ash’arite distinction between the kalam nafsi (inner eternal speech) and the kalam lafzi (the
expressed, created word)? Does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s solution preserve the theological insights that
motivated each side of the original dispute?

2. The concept of an eternal Word in the divine knowledge, distinct from its created expressions,
is structurally parallel to the Christian theology of the Logos as pre-existent and eternal (John
1:1-14) and to the kabbalistic Torah she-bifney ha-‘olam (the Torah that preceded the world).
Compare these three frameworks. What are their differences in terms of the relationship
between the eternal Word and the divine being itself?

3. The Mu'tazilite position that the Qur’an must be created was driven by commitment to di-
vine unity (tawhid)—an eternal Qur’an would compromise God’s absolute oneness. Evaluate
this argument. Does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s framework preserve divine unity while allowing for the
eternality of divine speech?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes divine knowledge as “eternal.” This immediately raises the classical
problem of the relationship between divine foreknowledge and creaturely freedom. If God
eternally knows all that will happen, is there any genuine freedom of human choice? Compare
with the compatibilist solutions of Boethius (eternity as a present moment encompassing all
time), with Molinism (middle knowledge), and with open theism (the view that God limits
foreknowledge to preserve human freedom).

5. How does the tripartite distinction among oral, intellectual, and spiritual speech apply to
the Baha’i concept of progressive revelation? Fach revelation is a created expression of the
eternal Word adapted to the conditions of its time. Does this framework adequately account
for the diversity of religious scriptures while maintaining their common divine source?

The Vision of Mount Carmel: A Global Sacred Center

Key Passages

“The day will come when this mountain will be resplendent with light,—lights from top
to bottom. On one side of it there will be a hotel, a universal hotel. Its door will be
open to all the people of the world. Whoever comes will be a guest. On the other side
of the mountain there will be a university in which all the higher sciences will be taught.
On another part of it there will be a Mashreq’ul Azkar. On another part of it there will
be a home for the incurables. In still another part there will be a home for the poor. In
still another part there will be a home for orphans. All these will be administered with
love.

I foresee that this harbor will be full of vessels. And from here to the Blessed Shrine
there will be wide avenues, on both sides of which there will be trees and gardens. And
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from all these places the songs of praise and exaltation will be raised to the Supreme
Concourse.” — ABU1954

Haifa will develop to such a degree that this mountain will be covered entirely in light.
From here to ‘Akka will be connected by roads and on each side trees will be planted.
This will become the most important port in the world. Innumerable ships will come
and go. I now see ships have anchored in this bay, and with utmost humility and
modesty monarchs will come to visit the Shrine of the Exalted One. — ABU3654

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha speaks these words at the Shrine of the Bab on Mount Carmel, surrounded by a small
group of pilgrims on a winter afternoon in January 1920. The contrast between the modest present
and the magnificent future is as stark as possible: a few people gathered on a rocky hillside, and
a vision of monarchs arriving with utmost humility to visit the Shrine. This is prophetic speech
in the precise sense: the announcement of a future that the speaker sees as already determined
by divine purpose, which the hearers are being invited to inhabit imaginatively in advance of its
physical realization—prophecy as visionary disclosure rather than as fortunetelling. The vision
of the universal hotel is especially striking: in contrast with all the other planned institutions
(university, house of worship, home for the poor and incurable), the hotel is purely hospitable—
its only function is to receive all people as guests. This is the ancient Near Eastern virtue of
zenia (hospitality to strangers) elevated to a cosmic principle: the sacred mountain becomes the
place where the world’s diversity is received without discrimination. The institutions ‘Abdu’l-Baha
foresees are a striking mixture: educational (university), spiritual (Mashriqu’l-Adhkar), charitable
(homes for the poor, orphans, and incurables), and civic (the universal hotel). Together they
constitute a vision of integrated social and spiritual life in which no dimension of the human
condition—learning, worship, poverty, illness, childhood, travel—is outside the scope of divine
concern. Islamically, the vision evokes the Ka‘ba in Mecca (the sacred center toward which all
Muslims turn in prayer) and the Black Stone as the place where divine and human worlds touch.
Christianly, it resonates with the New Jerusalem of Revelation 21—a city that comes down from
heaven and whose gates are perpetually open to “the glory and honor of the nations” What
distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s vision is its remarkable this-worldly concreteness: the ships in the
harbor, the roads linking Haifa to Bahji, the trees along the avenues—these are features of an
earthly civilization transformed by divine purpose rather than an otherworldly city replacing it.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s vision of Mount Carmel includes a “universal hotel” whose door is open to all
as guests. Compare this with the ancient institution of zenia (sacred hospitality) in Greek
culture, with the Islamic concept of the ribat (hospice for travelers), with the Benedictine
monastery as a place of hospitality to all strangers (Rule of St. Benedict, ch. 53), and with
the UN’s 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Article 14, on the right to seek asylum.
What does the sacralization of hospitality reveal about the theology of the sacred center?

2. The vision places institutions for the poor, sick, and orphaned alongside the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar and the university. What does this architectural logic imply about the relationship
between worship, learning, and social care? Compare with the medieval cathedral town
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(in which the cathedral, the hospice, and the school were often adjacent), with the Islamic
mosque complex as a center of prayer, education, and charitable distribution, and with the
contemporary social-service programs of religious institutions.

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says “I foresee” and “I now see”—language of prophetic present tense that treats
the future as already visible. Compare with the Augustinian concept of divine eternity as
an eternal present, with the Qur’anic account of prophetic knowledge as a divine gift (‘ilm
al-ghayb, knowledge of the unseen), and with the philosophical debate about the knowability
of contingent future events.

4. The vision of monarchs coming “with utmost humility and modesty” to visit the Shrine of the
Bab is a striking reversal of conventional political hierarchy. Compare with Isaiah’s vision of
kings bringing their treasures to Zion (Isaiah 60), with the Masnavi’s image of the moth drawn
to the flame, and with the sociology of sacred sites as centers of pilgrimage that generate their
own counter-hierarchies. What is the spiritual significance of worldly power taking a posture
of submission before a sacred center?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha speaks these words while the physical reality around him is very modest. How
does prophetic vision function when its fulfillment is clearly distant? Compare with the role
of utopian imagination in social movements (Ernst Bloch’s The Principle of Hope), with the
Christian concept of the already-and-not-yet Kingdom, and with the Baha’i concept of a
“rolling up” of the old world order accompanied by the “rolling out” of the new.

The Covenant as Resolver of All Differences

Key Passages

First of all, the Blessed Beauty made this Covenant so that there should remain no
differences. If there remain any disagreements amongst the friends, or differences as to
the meaning of the Book—in whatever way there may arise any difference, Baha’u’llah
says explicitly, ‘Turn to him (i.e., to the Center of the Covenant), whatever he says
is correct; and after him to the House of Justice? What is this for? It is to dispel
differences. If there are any differences among the friends—whatever I say, Baha’u’llah
says, is correct. If I say you are in the right, the other one must obey! If I say he must
follow you, he must do so, that there may remain no differences. This is for the Bahai
unity, without this, no Bahai unity can be obtained. — ABU0362

This saying of Christ is a tradition. It is not from the pen of his holiness. It is possible
that one should deny it, but the Blessed Beauty made this Covenant with his supreme
pen. No one can question it or deny it. He made it so that no differences of opinion
should remain. ‘If there arise any differences they should be referred to him,* therefore
the Covenant is the greatest power. The Blessed Beauty is with his Covenant and helps
his Covenant. This power is the power of the Blessed Beauty. Who can withstand it?
If there had not been the Covenant, there would have been by now one thousand sects.
— ABU0362

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 250



Vol. 176: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part I (Jan-Jun) Appendix

Context for Study

The conversation of ABU0362 takes place in the context of a Baha’i community in early 1920
still navigating the aftermath of Covenant-breaking challenges. ‘Abdu’l-Baha responds to Mrs.
Parsons’s questions about conscience and majority decisions with a sociological argument: without
a fixed point of reference for adjudicating disagreements, every community will fragment according
to individual judgment, and the number of sects will multiply without limit. The comparison with
the Petrine covenant in Christianity is the pivot of the argument: the words of Matthew 16:18
(“Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church”) were sufficient, despite being merely
oral tradition, to provide Christian communities with a reference point that preserved a degree
of unity for centuries. How much more secure, ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues, is a Covenant written in
the Blessed Beauty’s own hand and addressing the question of authority directly. The argument
is simultaneously legal (the written text is more authoritative than oral tradition), sociological
(without a reference point, communities fragment), and theological (the Covenant reflects divine
will and is therefore protected by divine power). What is perhaps most striking in the passage is
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s willingness to describe the Covenant’s function in purely practical terms: it exists
“to dispel differences.” This is not mysticism about the Covenant but clear-eyed social analysis—the
Covenant is the technology of unity, and without it the Baha’i community would be as vulnerable
to fragmentation as every other religious movement in history has proven to be. The practical
question this raises—which the volume explores from multiple angles—is what it means to refer
a dispute to the “center” when that center is not physically present, and how the institutional
inheritance of the Covenant (the House of Justice, the Spiritual Assemblies) carries its function
forward in time.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that without the Covenant, “there would have been by now one thousand
sects.” Is this a historical claim or a logical one? Compare the actual history of Baha’i schism
with the history of fragmentation in Islam, Christianity, and Buddhism. To what extent does
the Covenant actually prevent fragmentation, and to what extent do institutional, cultural,
and political factors also play a role?

2. The comparison between the Petrine covenant (oral tradition) and the Baha’i Covenant (writ-
ten text) raises the question of what makes a covenant authoritative. Compare the Catholic
tradition’s defense of oral apostolic tradition alongside scripture, with the Protestant insis-
tence on the written word as the sole rule of faith, and with Islamic jurisprudence’s debate
about the authenticity of hadith. What epistemological criteria distinguish reliable from
unreliable transmission of authority?

3. Mrs. Parsons asks whether it would be wrong to go against one’s conscience when one
disagrees with a majority decision. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response is that individual conscience is
not a reliable guide in communal matters because “no two persons have the same conscience.”
How does this argument compare with Rawls’s original position (which attempts to derive
shared principles from a hypothetical situation of equal ignorance), with Habermas’s discourse
ethics (which grounds legitimate norms in ideal communicative conditions), and with the
Quaker concept of “that of God in everyone” as the basis for communal discernment?
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4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says “I know of nothing else but him [Baha’u’llah]... I am annihilated in him.”
This language of self-annihilation (fanaae in Sufi terminology) is used to describe ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s relationship to Baha’u’llah, and implicitly to explain the theological basis of his au-
thority as interpreter. Compare with the Sufi concept of the wali (friend of God) whose
personal identity is effaced in divine identity, with the Pauline “I live, but it is Christ who
lives in me” (Galatians 2:20), and with the Confucian concept of the sage who has perfectly
aligned his will with the Way (Tao).

5. What does ‘Abdu’l-Baha mean by saying that the Covenant’s function is to ensure that “no
differences remain”? Is the goal a community without disagreement, or a community with a
principled way of navigating disagreement? How does the answer to this question shape the
design of Baha’i institutions?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 176 holds in productive juxtaposition the mundane and the magnificent, the procedural
and the prophetic. ‘Abdu’l-Baha discusses the mechanics of Baha’i elections in the morning and,
in the same afternoon, describes a mountain covered with light where monarchs come in humility
to visit a Shrine. He distinguishes among oral, intellectual, and spiritual speech with philosophical
precision, and then says simply that the spirit cannot be described at all. The volume is unified by
a single conviction: that the divine order is always both more practical and more transcendent than
any single angle of vision can capture, and that fidelity to it requires attending to both dimensions
simultaneously.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does the prophetic vision
of a world center radiating light from the top of a mountain—where monarchs come
in humility, where the poor and the sick and the orphan are cared for alongside
scholars and worshippers—relate to the immediate, daily work of organizing elections,
resolving disagreements, and learning the difference between the House of Justice and
the Convention; and what does the capacity to hold both of these scales simultaneously
reveal about the nature of the Covenant itself?
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