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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 177

This July-December 1920 volume presents the postwar community moving from reopening into
sustained organization, teaching, and public engagement. AB00423, the Second Tablet to The
Hague, is the major public document: ‘Abdu’l-Baha affirms the close affinity between the Baha'’is
and the Central Organization for a Durable Peace, identifies universal peace as the most urgent
human question, and warns that modern instruments of war have made future conflicts intolerable
for humanity. Its distinctive contribution is the insistence that peace requires an “executive force”:
knowledge of peace’s benefits is insufficient unless awakened conscience, spiritual sentiment, the
Word of God, and the confirmations of the Holy Spirit give nations the power to translate the ideal
into reality. AB04422 gives the same peace program in personal terms for a teacher in Germany: a
Baha’i is to proclaim friendship with all religions and nations, avoid political entanglement, reject
religious, racial, political, and patriotic prejudice, regard the earth as one homeland, and serve the
world of morals.

Teaching is the dominant practical concern. AB01127 gives a method for addressing new places:
first speak in counsels suited to the listeners’ capacity, attract the hearts through sweetness of
speech, and only then deliver the full Word, as Peter did in Antioch. AB02910 advises the friends
in India to begin Hindi translation work with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters on the oneness of humanity,
good character, kindness, and conduct, before turning later to major Tablets of Baha’u’llah such
as the Bisharat, Ishraqat, Kalimat, and Tarazat. AB01856 addresses the Central States teaching
convention in America, linking Chicago’s early primacy in the Faith to a renewed responsibility for
teaching, firmness, and the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. AB10277 keeps the Pacific field in view: Japan
is described as needing teachers to water seeds already sown, while the story of Qurratu’l-‘Ayn is
approved as possible material for dramatic treatment.

The volume also contains significant doctrinal and administrative clarifications. AB06442 explains
‘ama’ as the subtle “cloud” of undifferentiated universal reality, associated with divine oneness and
the “Hidden Treasure,” where attributes exist in the essence in a state of simplicity and unity.
ABO02512 rejects spirit communication as delusive or contrived, while affirming that a purified and
powerful human spirit may discover hidden realities; the same tablet dismisses astrological ideas
of beneficent and maleficent planets by returning all causality to the divine Ordainer. AB00335
interprets difficult passages in the Hidden Words as veiled references to the Covenant and the
conduct of the unfaithful, and also gives practical legal counsel concerning work during the holy
days and the recovery of rights through government authority. AB02834 answers a question about
an Islamic tradition by stating that, in this Dispensation, the House of Justice is the body to which
all must turn, and whatever it ordains is incumbent upon the people.

A strong Iranian strand runs through the collection. AB00323 gives one of the volume’s broadest
reflections on Iran’s destiny: although the country appears darkened, the Sun of Truth has risen
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from its horizon, and Iran will eventually become a focal center of divine splendors; in the same
letter ‘Abdu’l-Baha urges attention to boys’ and girls’ schools and the establishment of teaching
classes. AB01713 praises ‘Ishqabad’s historical and evidential society, youth unity assembly, Friday
gatherings, school, and Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, hoping that Turkistan will become a rose garden and
example for others. AB02448 concerns the rebuilding of the House in Baghdad and includes ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s own contribution toward that work, while AB09515 counsels wisdom amid persecution,
governmental weakness, Bolshevik pressure, and efforts to protect the friends in Iran. AB12151,
like several earlier items, rejects the reliability of Nugtatu’l-Kaf and other polemical works, pointing
to alteration, exaggeration, and internal evidence as grounds for caution.

Finally, the volume’s pastoral materials continue to define Baha’i life through steadfastness, conduct,
education, and consolation. AB00540 reduces the essence of all sacred books to love for the loved
ones of God, then turns that love into deeds: teaching through conduct, giving the water of life to
the thirsty, and raising the pavilion of human unity. AB01985 says the friends in Kerman and Sirjan
must promote the Cause through deeds more than words. AB02195 show the continuing burden
of correspondence, yet also the constancy of spiritual connection. AB05015, AB06459, AB05806,
ABO07929, AB10445, and related prayers console survivors, honor martyrs, and interpret death as
passage into divine mercy. The volume as a whole presents the second half of 1920 as a period of
disciplined expansion: universal peace is argued before international reformers, teaching methods
are refined for East and West, the Covenant and House of Justice are invoked as safeguards of

order, and the friends are urged to embody the teachings through wisdom, moderation, and visible
moral transformation.
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Tablet to the Hague I

To: Central Organization for a Durable Peace (the Hague) et al., in The Hague

Date: 1920-Jul-01

To the esteemed members of the Executive Committee of the *«SH. C. Dresselhuys usleys 1

Central Organization for a Durable Peace

Your reply, dated 12 June 1920, to my letter was received with
the utmost gratitude. God be praised, it testified to the unity
of thought and purpose that existeth between us and you, and
expressed sentiments of the heart that bear the hallmark of
sincere affection.

We Baha’is have the greatest affinity for your esteemed organi-
zation, and dispatched therefore two distinguished individuals
to you in order to forge a strong bond. For in this day the
cause of universal peace is of paramount importance amongst
all human affairs and is the greatest instrument for securing
the very life and felicity of mankind. Bereft of this effulgent
reality, humanity can in no wise find true composure or real
advancement but will, day by day, sink ever deeper into misery
and wretchedness.

This last terrible war hath clearly proven that humanity can-
not withstand the effects of modern instruments of warfare.
The future can in no wise be compared to the past, for earlier
weapons and armaments had but a feeble effect, whilst modern
ones can, in a brief span of time, strike at the very roots of the
world of humanity and surpass the limits of its endurance.

In this age, therefore, universal peace is like unto the sun,
which bestoweth life upon all things, and it is thus incumbent
upon all to endeavour in the path of this mighty cause. Now,
we indeed share this common goal with you and strive toward
it with all our strength, renouncing even our lives, our kindred,
and our substance for its sake.

Loz slasl (258 pho ailn) Fan i
1A O VY Bk & e tael Ol
ool N8 S ey diop 0303 0
dade 5 $6 Ddey IV B ab) 4§
Ogoan (e 5 S 8 5 b Ol o
OV N sy asley Olules]

3£ (o

b ol i o1 0T Gl Sl UL
SV ST S bl g pie s
ole S8 Blaw ol Do) Ly ol p iz
C,..«\ L;}AQ d«,a "AA:A.M L;L«/S\ e‘& BE )}A\
9 du‘ é\.c Qél;u.ﬂ} C)L?- 94,\.),«} V.Lﬁ‘}
LT GL e T anble cid b
SN 5 30y 8 ME 35 5 A i
Al 524

Slgsl s s b o) e ;f.a— i
ol Gl e Sl G onde fa~
ST 125 558 Ol A5 228 pLL e
s g s sl @8 Sy Olgsl
etc ‘WJ o "A;_f C)\)J‘ E) C)YT
G5 5 et ok Gloy S 1, S
Sl Ly cslb

§ sl i pae (s g9F o 1
Gl G 15 ol s doly date |, L8,
f,;}g,,, okl 5 Ol 5 b iy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 1



Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

ABO00423

As ye have no doubt heard, in Persia thousands of souls have
offered up their lives in this path, and thousands of homes have
been laid waste. Despite this, we have in no wise relented,
but have continued to endeavour unto this very moment and
are increasing our efforts as day followeth day, because our
desire for peace is not derived merely from the intellect: It is
a matter of religious belief and one of the eternal foundations
of the Faith of God. That is why we strive with all our might
and, forsaking our own advantage, rest, and comfort, forgo the
pursuit of our own affairs; devote ourselves to the mighty cause
of peace; and consider it to be the very foundation of the Divine
religions, a service to His Kingdom, the source of eternal life,
and the greatest means of admittance into the heavenly realm.

Today the benefits of universal peace are recognized amongst
the people, and likewise the harmful effects of war are clear and
manifest to all. But in this matter, knowledge alone is far from
sufficient: A power of implementation is needed to establish it
throughout the world. Ye should therefore consider how the
compelling power of conscience can be awakened, so that this
lofty ideal may be translated from the realm of thought into
that of reality. For it is clear and evident that the execution of
this mighty endeavour is impossible through ordinary human
feelings but requireth the powerful sentiments of the heart to
transform its potential into reality.

Indeed, all on earth know that an upright character is praise-
worthy and acceptable and that baseness of character is blame-
worthy and rejected, that justice and fairness are favoured and
agreeable whilst cruelty and tyranny are unacceptable and re-
jected. Notwithstanding this, all people, but for a few, are
devoid of a praiseworthy character and bereft of a sense of
justice.

The power of conscience is therefore needed, and spiritual sen-
timents are required, that souls may feel compelled to evince a
goodly character. It is our firm belief that the power of imple-
mentation in this great endeavour is the penetrating influence
of the Word of God and the confirmations of the Holy Spirit.

We are bound to you by the strongest ties of love and unity.
We long with heart and soul for the day to arrive when the
tabernacle of the oneness of humanity will have been raised in
the midmost heart of the world and the banner of universal
peace unfurled in all regions. The oneness of humanity must
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therefore be established, that the edifice of universal peace may
be raised in turn.

Your organization, which is a well-wisher of the world of hu-
manity, is highly esteemed in the eyes of the Baha’is. Therefore
kindly accept our highest regards and keep us ever informed of
the progress of the cause of universal peace in Europe through
your efforts. We hope that our communications will remain
constant.

BRL_HAG2, SW_v11#17 p.288-289, ABCC.439-440x, BLO__PT#192
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To: Wilhelm Herrigel, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Jul-03

O thou servant of the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter has been received, and its contents understood. The
souls who are the servants of His Most High, Baha’u’llah, and
are sincere in His Cause have no attachment to this nether
world. All their feelings are heavenly. With these souls I have
constant communication of heart and soul. Their mention is
the cause of joy to the spirit and conscience.

It is an unquestionable fact that the German friends especially
ye people are, in servitude to the Threshold of His Most High,
Baha’u’llah, my co-sharers and partners. Ye do not have any
longing except the promulgation of the Heavenly Teachings; ye
do not seek any happiness save in the Grace of Him, and ye do
not cherish any desire except to get near to His Threshold.

Therefore, do I feel confident that ye will be assisted and con-
firmed under all circumstances. Reflect a while that that per-
son was a professor and had dedicated all his life to the at-
tainment of sciences and arts. Notwithstanding in the public
meetings that men felt before thee put down and defeated,
overwhelmed and conquered. It is evident that the Favors
of His Most High, Baha'u’llah, are our supporter. He rein-
forces us with the Hosts of His Kingdom and bestows upon us
His Heavenly Confirmations. Although we are feeble, yet our
Refuge and Shelter is strong. Though we are captives of the
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nether-world, yet does He enable us to fly through His Heav-
enly Power.

Day and night shouldest thou make thyself busy in thanksgiv-
ing so that this drop may be confirmed by the Waves of the
Most Great Ocean and that this particle may get illumined
through the Rays of the Sun of Reality. With all thy power
speak in every meeting and feel assured that thou wilt receive
Confirmation.

Convey to all the friends my utmost love and longing!
Upon thee be Baha-ol Abha!

BBBD.532

AB12151

To: Abdu’l-Muhammad Irani Alizadih, in Eqypt
Date: 1920-Jul-04

Dear kind friend, your letter dated 17th of Shawwal 1338 ar-
rived. I have absolutely no time to write even one word, yet
despite this I am responding. This is out of consideration for
you.

Regarding the Nuqtatu’l-Kaf and other books written in ob-
jection and dispute - comprehensive answers to all have been
given and will soon be published. Therefore this book has no
validity, as its very contents are clear evidence, especially since
it has been altered. Among its claims is that His Honor Aqa
Mirza Muhammad Ali from Mazandaran was superior to the
Bab, when in fact he was but one servant among the servants
of the Bab.

Regarding the review, whatever type you prefer.

As for the account of the new movement of these souls - for
years they have tried through various schemes to create a
breach in public opinion but saw no fruit except disappoint-
ment and despair. Even the aforementioned newspaper only
publishes one issue after long intervals, and you have surely
noted its contents. And as for the newspaper printed in Isfa-
han, you have surely paid attention to its poetry and meanings.

ﬂ-: \WV a4 C;f *aels dLJf 2 9D
K TJ,\ doy VFPA S dId
U sl Ao b lu (K
ols G 5o 8 Bl

o3ls fade Sl &= o.,\pf 2 aksls
CE o) 1wl Slanl C e s el
J.‘JJ utv\gﬁLﬂ-‘ u.wia ‘JJ J)\u\; LfX’ @A
NaS (w2 8 opalfe ol £
g B @ o> § o] sk dar
Ol & By 0Ll Jal 31 e A7
O OB ) el K &) Jl y il
035 L

ol Joo § g5 p LB ooy o
Gl i o a5 s L
K31 5o dial s Ll plsl & cudl
Shas 5 b by S Jus, s
(_%u\ﬁ S 8d9gne ‘Mb}}) & AN C;j‘é
wdl )y Coalian 5 A2 Oy 4l S 0ds
33 & Saslyey bl y dosse s cis &

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 4

2



Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB02195

Regarding subscription to Chihranama - it is repeatedly em-
phasized that in the beginning many subscribers were obtained,
even in Tehran each copy sold for several girans, then it’s not
known what happened that subscribers fell to fifty.

As for the incident of Shahrud and Port Said - it has no impor-
tance whatsoever. Consider past events and you will see these
subsequent events have no importance. What does the ocean
care about a dewdrop? Whatever oppression has occurred un-
til now has only watered the Blessed Tree. This is among God’s
ways and you will find no change in His ways. Consider what
painful events occurred in the Christian era, yet the divine
lamp grew brighter. “They desire to extinguish God’s light
with their mouths but God refuses except to perfect His light.”

Regarding this matter write nothing in the esteemed journal,
there is no need. Praise be to God, through divine assistance
and grace the holy fragrances have perfumed the East and
West. In the lands of Turk and Tajik and Europe and America
the cry of Ya Baha'u’l-Abha is raised. East and West are
like two beloveds embracing each other. Unknown Iran has
become the qiblih of the world - soon this will become evident
and manifest.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Nayrizi, Fadlullah son of Ahmad Ali
Date: 1920-Jul-04

O sign of divine bounty! In truth, you sent many letters but
few arrived. Letters arrive from all directions like ocean waves.
Due to the abundance of calamities, trials, occupations and
difficulties, I am unable to respond, and for this reason I am
infinitely grieved and regretful. However, with heart and soul
I constantly sigh and lament at the divine threshold and seek
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boundless aid and grace for the spiritual friends, especially for
the loved ones of Nayriz who, praise be to God, are brimming
and overflowing with the wine of the love of God, and who
[in the path of the Blessed Beauty| have traversed every valley
and each day sacrificed their lives. Don’t call Nayriz a salt-
stirring soil - call it sugar-scattering, musk-diffusing! Say that
the fragrances of the rose garden of hearts unveil mysteries
and are messengers and conveyers of secrets and the unseen.
Always do nostrils catch the perfume-laden breeze of that clime.
Blessed are they and excellent is their final abode.

The prayer you requested is below:

My God, my God! You see me ascending in sighs and shed-
ding tears, humbling myself before You in the depths of nights
and early dawns, aflame with the fire of Your love by night and
day. Lord! Protect Your servant whom You named Fadl in the
shelter of Your protection, and guard him with the eye of Your
care and grace from the evil of enemies who have oppressed hu-
manity. Lord! The loved ones of Nayriz are intoxicated with
the choice wine of faithfulness from an elegant cup of stead-
fastness and loyalty. Lord! Exalt their word, make firm their
hearts, comfort their spirits, and refresh [their souls] with a
gentle breeze wafting from the gardens of Your favors. Make
them signs of [guidance| in those far-reaching regions until they
speak in praise and are stirred by the fragrances of the melodi-
ous garden and the lofty grove. Verily You are the Helper of the
faithful and the Succourer of the oppressed among humanity.
Verily You are the Generous, the Merciful, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Mirza Fadlullah Nuri Awrangi Nizamul-Mamalik, in Takur

Date: 1920-Jul-04

O relative of the Blessed Tree and beloved of the Blessed
Beauty! A letter has arrived from ‘Azizu’llah Khan, in which
he highly praised your zeal and enthusiasm, that praise be to
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God, you know the value of being related to the Sacred Thresh-
old and are engaged in service. My hope from divine favors is
that you may become a confirmed soul and a successful per-
son, and outwardly distinguished from others as well. Know
the value of these favors and consider that despite enemies on
every side, you are still successful in all endeavors.

2 That village, through divine aid and grace, must become dis-
tinguished above all surrounding villages and become a center
of divine bounties. You observe that the stony land, because
it was the homeland of the Prophet, became the qiblih of the
horizons - from all regions they turn toward the Mother of
Cities, meaning Mecca, to pray. This was not known in the
time of the Prophet, but became apparent afterwards.

Now too, while the value of that village is unknown to eyes,
soon it will become clear and evident, and the divine edifice
will be raised high, and the lights of eternal glory will shine
upon that village. The wish of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is that you may
become a manifestation of divine confirmations, so that each
day that region may become more illumined and all the people
of that village may be encompassed by the great and glorious
favor.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Jalaliyyih, in Shahrud
Date: 1920-Jul-04

O thou who art enraptured by the Best Beloved of the world!
Your letter arrived. The calamities that have befallen you and
the friends of God are known and evident. The well-spring
of heaven and the soft-flowing stream of Paradise are the por-
tion of the wayfarers upon the path of resignation and the
sincere servants of the All-Glorious Lord. Therefore, loosen
your tongues in thanksgiving and raise the hymns of love that,
praise God, you attained such a bounty. Although the ignorant
raised their hands against you in injustice and tyranny, but it
is irrevocably certain that the outcome for the godly [is good].
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Look upon the end of things. No doubt the season of win-
ter will pass and the snow and rain and storm come to an end.
The soul-stirring springtime will come. That hardship will turn
into ease, and that toil and trouble will be transformed into
joy and radiance. The friends of God must show firmness and
steadfastness until the essence and ultimate purpose be real-
ized. Convey greetings to your esteemed husband on behalf of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. I ask of His boundless grace, infinite bestowals
for him. Upon thee be the glory of the Most-Glorious.
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To: Muhammad Taqi son of Ali Akbar (Khurasan), in Baku
Date: 1920-Jul-07

By the Light radiating from the Sun of Truth! May fragrant
breezes encompass your perfumed resting place, and may
clouds of forgiveness and pardon rain upon your amber-scented
grave, O luminous leaf and handmaiden of the All-Merciful,
companion of he who was martyred in the path of God with a
heart overflowing with the love of God and a spirit gladdened
by the glad-tidings of God - Mulla ‘Ali-Jan Mah-Furujaki.
Blessed be the earth that was reddened by that pure blood,
and hallowed be the spot that was honored by that sacred
body. I beseech God to grant you an exalted station and
a lofty seat of truth, and to spread through you perfumed
fragrances in those regions until hearts are stirred by your
remembrance in that luminous spot which is associated with
the Supreme Horizon. Rejoice, O handmaiden of God, in the
bounty of your Glorious Lord in the Abha Kingdom, and be
consoled by the favors of the Lord of the first and the last,
and let your breast be dilated by meeting that glorious martyr
in the highest paradise. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Taqi son of Ali Akbar (Khurasan), in Baku
Date: 1920-Jul-07

O thou who art attracted by the breaths of God and enkindled
with the fire of the love of God! I testify that thou didst re-
spond to the Call and thy heart was stirred by the outpourings
from the Most Glorious Kingdom, and thou didst believe in the
Lord of the highest heavens and didst speak forth praise of thy
Lord among all peoples, and the blame of the blamer did not
hold thee back, nor the fear of the reviler, nor the might of the
oppressor, nor the sharpness of the drawn sword. Rather, thou
didst sacrifice thy spirit in the path of God and didst consent
to the shedding of thy blood in longing for God, until thou
didst taste the bitterness of the sword in God’s path and wert
martyred with a heart overflowing with the remembrance of
God. Blessed art thou for this supreme gift! How pleasing to
thee is this cup brimming with the gift of God! And verily I
beseech God to assist me through thy high rank with God and
thy intercession for me before God. Upon thee be greetings
and praise, and upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory of God.

B L2k Jeztl) B Oloiy oodend L)
Sl sy K5 a5 1 ) S )
s e Koy do Pl il
ALY A O Y, Y L) Sl
Somsr b f pls o 5 Y L
By Kos o Cow 5 Al i
jﬂ\&wduﬁ:}\b\f&:éa&\
o Sk Al 5 AL e cuiel
AN ods S0 s oS0 Tl ol
Gy OF @l el 1y ) a2l
A o & Seelit  dlas Solz
e Al e T, 1l S

AHB_ 127BE #09-10 p.242, HHA.296

ABO00335

To: Isfandyar Mihraban (Khurramshah) et al., in Yazd
Date: 1920-Jul-09

O divine friends! A detailed letter was received from Isfandiyar
Mihraban describing commentary on the Kashshaf. Though
Abdul-Baha does not have even a minute of free time, out of
great kindness I am responding. You are all close, accepted
and regarded in the threshold of the Lord God, immersed in
the sea of divine favors and recipients of the bounty of the
All-Merciful. Be assured. This is a response to questions that
Isfandiyar Mihraban wrote, but I must be brief as I have no
time.
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2 Those who have accepted and been guided but have now be-
come completely afflicted with confused thoughts - the reason
is that these people have associated with heedless souls and vi-
olated the clear divine text by befriending and consorting with
evil ones. This is why He says that association with evil ones
transforms the light of the soul into the fire of doubt. For it is
impossible that a healthy person associate with someone with
tuberculosis or leprosy without being infected. Today there
are many mindless ones who, like animals, are captive to the
world of nature and unaware of the divine realm - whoever
they befriend, they cast doubts. Gradually this deadly poison
affects the souls of the listeners, for the measure of perception
for the heedless in these days is the senses, and the measure of
the senses is deficient. During the journey to Europe, in Lon-
don at Oxford University which is the greatest university in
the world, conclusive proofs were presented before 175 philoso-
phers that the measure of the senses is deficient, and you have
surely read about this in the newspapers.

As for the passage in the Hidden Words which states to this
effect that “The Form of Eternity returned from the emerald
height of faithfulness to the Sadratu’l-Muntaha and wept, and
the cherubim wept at its wailing. When asked the reason, the
Form of Eternity said: I waited at the height of faithfulness
but found not the fragrance of faithfulness. When I returned, I
saw several holy doves afllicted in the clutches of earthly dogs.
The divine maiden asked their names - all were mentioned ex-
cept one name. When the first letter of the name was uttered,
the denizens of the chambers ran out, and when they heard
the second letter they fell upon the dust, and from the hidden
realm came the call that more than this is not permitted.” This
is the meaning of those hidden words, not the exact text. Now
consider what that name was that was not fully mentioned at
that time. You see what the unfaithful ones did and what cru-
elty they showed. There was no harm they did not inflict and
no blow they did not strike, and with the sword of cruelty they
cut the body of the Wronged One to pieces at every moment.
This is clear and evident to all. Even more amazing is that
despite such oppression and tyranny and severity of cruelty,
they still claim to be the wronged ones. Take heed, O people
of insight!
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As for the wing and comb mentioned in the Hidden Words -
that is the divine Covenant. This covenant was taken so that
they would be faithful to Abdul-Baha, not that they would
scratch at the blessed throat, meaning the blessed Cause. But
they completely closed their eyes to justice and engaged in the
utmost cruelty and oppression.

Regarding the shepherd during the forbidden days of work in
Ridvan - it has not been made difficult because that would be
cruel to animals. However, the irrigator can prepare a place
to collect water during the forbidden days and give it to the
crops at other times.

i And if someone does not willingly pay another’s rights and

wishes to trample them, certainly that right must be obtained
through the power of the government.

Convey utmost love and faithfulness from Abdul-Baha to
Brother Mirza Jamshid and children, the maidservant of God
Shahrbanou, Brother Rustam and sisters and mother and
sister’s children Morvarid and Shapour and Fereydoun and
Soroush Jiveh and Shahriyar Khodadad and Baman Shahveyr
and Baman Jiveh and Shirin Mihraban and cousin Bahram
and Ali Akbar Muhammad Manshadi and family and Haji Ali
Muhammad and children and the members of the Covenant
gathering and Haji Ali Husaynabadi and the members of the
Khurramshah gathering. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Habibullah Al Naddaf, in Qum
Date: 1920-Jul-09

O remembrance of that noble person! In truth, Jinab-i-
Mashhadi Husayn your father and Mashhadi Rida your uncle
sacrificed their lives in their days and were the objects of
the loving-kindness of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for His loved ones. Praise be to God, you too
have combined from the essence of heart and soul of that
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noble one the nobility of lineage with excellence of character.
Therefore, my hope is that you will keep their lamp burning
bright. Although you are a stranger and alone, and without
means in that city, yet my hope from the Divine One is that
you will be confirmed with the assistance of the All-Merciful.
Be not sorrowful - you are not alone. Your companion and
intimate is the favors of the Desired One, and your friend
day and night is the bounty of the Loving Lord. Therefore
be confident and look not to your own insignificance, but be
assured and hopeful in the favors of His Divine Unity. And
strive to gain some portion and share of exposition and praise
of the All-Merciful and of reading and writing. And convey
utmost kindness on my behalf to the honored sisters Bahiyyih
Sultan and her sister. In the city of Qum, due to excessive
persecution by the enemies, the friends have been scattered.
Now you must be the cause of some souls being guided to the
light of guidance. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ataullah son of Mirza Ahmad Qaini, in Khurasan
Date: 1920-Jul-09

O descendant of that illustrious personage! In Arabic, a poet
composed the following verses in praise of the House of Bar-
mak:

I asked Generosity, “Art thou free?” It replied, “No, Rather
am I a servant of Yahya ibn Khalid.”

I asked, “Through purchase?” It said, “No, through inheri-
tance, Passed down to me from father to father.”

Its translation is this: I asked bounty and generosity, “Art thou
free?” It said, “No, I am the servant of Yahya ibn Khalid” -
meaning, “I who am bounty and generosity am the devoted
servant of Yahya ibn Khalid.” T asked, “Did Yahya ibn Khalid
purchase thee?” It replied, “No, rather I am an inheritance
from his fathers and forebears that has been passed down to
him” - meaning that Yahya inherited this bounty and generos-
ity from his father and forebears....
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AB04259

To: Spiritual Assembly of Hamadan et al.
Date: 1920-Jul-12

O faithful ones! The sign of faithfulness to Baha’u’llah is that
precious souls arise with sacred breaths to serve at the Holy
Threshold. And service consists of purity of intention, abun-
dance of effort, and self-sacrifice in diffusing the divine fra-
grances and educating the saplings of the divine garden. Praise
be to God that you are assisted and confirmed in this, and you
strive and are enthused and drink from the wine of favors. The
bounties of the divine Kingdom encompass you, the graces of
servitude are attained, the rain of confirmation pours down,
and the signs of success are continuous. His is the praise and
bounty for this. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09141

To: Iraqi, Ishaq et al., in Hamadan
Date: 1920-Jul-12

O my God, my God! These are souls who have bowed their
necks before Thy sovereignty, whose voices have been humbled
by Thy grandeur, whose breasts have been dilated by the signs
of Thy oneness, and whose hearts have been attracted by the
sweet savors of Thy holiness.

O Lord! Assist them through Thy confirmations, make them
successful through Thy bestowals, and send down upon them
a blessing from Thy presence. Verily, Thou art the Almighty,
the Powerful, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB02512

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Jul-14

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Despite lack of time, ef-
fort is being made to write responses to your successive letters
to the extent possible. All created things are interconnected
through essential relationships which are a divine trust. At
times these relationships require prosperity for a soul, and at
times they require less than that. For example, the essential re-
lationships in the human body sometimes require wakefulness
and sometimes require sleep.

As for the question of beneficent and maleficent planets, an-
cient philosophers believed each of these planets possessed ra-
tional force and imagined they had spiritual influences. Thus
arose the question of beneficent and maleficent influences. But
all these beings are captive in the hand of power - the Sacred
Essence is the Administrator and Ordainer of all, the Director.

As for the question of spirit communication which is now dis-
cussed among people - these are delusions, and certain displays
are produced through contrivances. If it were true, there would
be no need for material and political measures and economic
arts. Every government would choose someone to communi-
cate with spirits and consult about the realities of events.

However, when the human spirit attains power, subtlety and
sanctification, it encompasses the realities of things and uncov-
ers mysteries. Similarly with the power of mind - what you see
in the realm of existence was once hidden; the human spirit
discovered it and brought it from the realm of the hidden to
the realm of the visible.

You wrote that the maidservant of God Khurshid and her
mother La’l have arrived in Bombay. Give them assistance
there since Surush has taken a new wife.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

ADMS#223x
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AB11010

To: Mahmud Vasfi Effendi, in Alexandria
Date: 1920-Jul-18

O thou dear one! I have intoned verses of thanksgiving to
God for having guided thee to walk in the path of guidance,
for having removed from thee thy veil, and for having made
thy vision on this day penetrating. This is an assistance from
the One mighty in strength, and a protection from thy Most
Exalted Lord. Say: “My Lord, cause me to enter with truth,
and cause me to depart with truth, and grant me from Thy
presence an authority to assist.”..
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AB06442

To: Mahmud Fahmi Effendi, in Cairo
Date: 1920-Jul-20

O beloved! Thy letter was received and its content noted. We
are brief in answer due to the lack of time and abundance of
tasks.

Al-‘Ama’ in the language means a very light and subtle cloud
that is seen and unseen. If you gaze with utmost care you find
something, but as soon as you look, it cannot be seen. That
is why, in the tradition of the investigators, by Al-‘Ama’ they
mean the Universal Reality with no specifications, for specifi-
cations exist in the mode of simplicity and unity and are not
distinguished from the essence. So it is both specified and
unspecified, and this station is described as Divine Oneness
and Al-‘Ama’; and it is the station of the Hidden Treasure
mentioned in the Hadith. Thus, the attributes are specifica-
tions that exist in the essence but are not distinguished from
it. They are seen and unseen. In brief, this is the meaning of
Al-‘Ama’.

Convey my greetings and my longings to all the believers. Salu-
tation and greetings rest upon you!
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AB06754

To: Mihtar Kaykhusraw son of Manuchihr Khudadad, in Shiraz

Date: 1920-Jul-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I read the letter of
that loving friend and offered praise and thanksgiving to God
that He hath raised up such pure souls in this world of dust
who, like the supreme heaven, shine bright and radiant with
the light of certitude, who with one hand grasp the cup of the
Covenant and drink and serve the wine of love, and with the
other hand the chalice of sacrifice.

Today is the day of joy and the moment of delight, for divine
bounties are manifest and the Sun of loving-kindness shineth
resplendent from East and West. Be at rest, be prepared -
favor will unveil its face and comfort will be attained.

From the All-Forgiving I beseech infinite generosity and endless
forgiveness for thy noble father, and in the highest Paradise I
pray for his eternal life and radiance.

And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB07929

To: Rustam Bihmard
Date: 1920-Jul-20

O servant of the Threshold of the All-Knowing God! Be thou
happy and content, for thou art a manifestation of divine fa-
vor and hast traversed the wilderness of love and seeking until
thou didst reach the destination of thy quest. Khurshid was
a cherished handmaiden of God and was filled to overflowing
with the wine of love and affection. Therefore, rest thou as-
sured that she will be encompassed by forgiveness and pardon
and will become the object of the regard of the Lord God. And
convey to Khusraw, her sister’s child, the utmost kindness and
faithfulness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I will pray for him and
seek the confirmations of the Kind Lord. And upon thee be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10446

To: Bihmard Jamshid et al.
Date: 1920-Jul-20

O Lord! We are poor - make us wealthy. We are nameless and
traceless - bestow upon us name and trace. We are in hardship
- grant us comfort. We are scattered - give us order. Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful, and Thou art the Peerless Lord.
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AB04399

To: Muallimih Sinazadih, in Ishqabad
Date: 1920-Jul-26

O descendant of that illustrious person in Ishqabad, daughter
of his eminence Sina! Your letter with its verses are both elo-
quent and expressive, original and sweet. Without doubt you
are the daughter of that star and the fruit of that tree, inher-
iting faith and firmness in the Covenant of that leader. Praise
be to God that that heavenly tree had such destiny that such
fruit would come forth from it. His eminence Sina was the
Sinai of the fire of the love of God, and praise be to God you
are the burning ember of that fire.

2 May the loving son become the manifestation of divine fa-
vors. Convey my utmost love and kindness to Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad-‘Ali, Nusratu’llah, Tal’at, Badi’ih and Liqa’iyyih.

3 The friends have wished for the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I
have this constant intention and am waiting for travel to be-
come easier. I have the utmost longing to see the faces of the
people of the Covenant. Be assured that whenever facilities
become available and the path becomes free of fear and dan-
ger, and the friends remain in complete unity and harmony, I
will hasten to Ishqabad and create excitement in those regions.
There is no more time now.

1 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07311

To: Muhammad Husayn Muhtadi, in Tthran
Date: 1920-Jul-26

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Although there arose
some murmuring and commotion from this test, yet through
the assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones, firm recommendations were
made to important authorities and firm responses were re-
ceived, so that oppression and transgression may not be re-
peated. Although every oppression that occurs in the path of
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God is the very essence of favor and pure bounty - it is cause
for gratitude that one was enabled to drink, with utmost sweet-
ness from love of the Beloved of all horizons, a full bitter cup.
How well it was said:

What is the medicine of the yearning one? Poison from the
hand of the Beloved

What is the balm of lovers? Wounds from the arm of the
Friend

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10445

Date: 1920-Jul-30

A prayer for forgiveness for Faridun, eldest son of Khodadad,
and a prayer for forgiveness for Faridun Isfandiyar. O Lord! O
Forgiving One! Faridun Parshakun has hastened to the world
of mystery, and Faridun Isfandiyar has taken flight to the un-
seen heights. Make these two servants free from want, and
exalt them in the realm of heaven, and make them compan-
ions of pure souls. Thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower, the
Kind One.
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AB01985

To: Baha’is of Sirjan
Date: 1920-Jul-31

O luminous friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In the days of the Daystar
of the horizons, pure seeds were scattered in that land and
region. Now, praise be to God, the beginning of growth has
appeared and “it hath grown with a goodly growth.” And
likewise He says: “like unto a grain that produces its stalk,
then strengthens it, and it becomes stout and rises firmly upon
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its stem, delighting the sowers.” It is hoped that those good
and pure seeds will grow in such wise that that region will
become a paradise of delight and a rose-garden of truth.

Praise be to God, the friends in Kerman and Sirjan are in a
state of enthusiasm and rapture, of attraction and joy. Various
groups in those two regions raised their banners and created a
stir, and exerted the utmost effort and striving, but it had no
result - all their troubles and hardships were wasted. “Thou
hearest not from them a whisper or a sound.” Now, praise
be to God, the spirit of reality has permeated and bestowed
eternal life. The manifest light has cast its rays and illumined
the region. The life-giving breeze is wafting from the direction
of grace. Surely those trees will become fresh and verdant and
attain boundless delicacy.

Be confident that this blessed tree will take root like “a goodly
word is as a goodly tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its
branches reach to heaven, giving its fruit at all times.” But
the friends must acquire the characteristics of the Daystar of
the horizons and promote and teach more through deeds than
words. Previously, detailed letters have been written about
the conduct and behavior of the divine friends and what is
necessary and fitting. Surely you have studied them.

The friends of Sirjan and Kerman are established in my heart
and soul. Not for a moment are they forgotten, and they never
leave my thoughts. Their remembrance is like an inscription
on stone. Their mention brings joy to every gathering. I have
the utmost longing for each and every one, and I beseech from
the Daystar of the horizons rays of effulgence so that each
may become a luminous star. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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AB02834

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Natiq, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Jul-31

O Natiq! Praise be to God, thou art a speaker, not silent, and 5 Cslo & bl & w1 gl & > | 1

successful in serving the school of human oneness. Thou must | s a2 Sy Oltads Sl u; "
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to the Dispensation of the Qur’an and expresseth that which 0S5 o s ;;f (‘5\’“ bk b sy
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must turn: whatsoever the House of Justice should ordain, the i S’
same is incumbent upon the people.

As for the blessed Tablet of the Temple which is in the hand- el oy Ol Lz Lo Sl s bl 4
writing of Zein, that is preserved, protected and ancient. Thou {)Lﬁ o5 ) Sl £ 5 Oge s Lyie o
hadst asked about five blessed souls - one of them is the one
who ascended unto God, Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi Afnan,
and the other four will be mentioned later.
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To: Binish Hagju, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Jul-31

O kind friend, your letter was received but due to lack of time
the reply was delayed. However, if you search in the blessed box
you will observe how many letters have been written to that
dear friend. If sometimes there is a delay, this is due to the
multitude of occupations which are beyond description. The
friends who are present observe that the physical occupation
and mental occupation and various questions and solving of
great problems and protection and safeguarding of the friends
in every spot and arrangement of affairs and attention to trav-
elers and attending to the work of the friends in the Holy Land
is to such a degree that it is beyond imagination. In any case,
your recommendation was made to Jinab-i-Amin and now it
is being repeated. That letter of recommendation is enclosed
- deliver it to him. And a prayer was sent to that respected
person and now also, according to your request, a brief letter
is being written - deliver it. It is written in my own hand and
sent. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01856

To: Spiritual Assembly of Chicago, IL
Date: 1920-Aug-01

O beloved friends of Abdul-Baha! The letter you had writ-
ten to the Central States was reviewed. My hope is that this
teaching convention will remain firm and enduring, and its re-
spected members will arise to serve the Kingdom of God in
complete unity and harmony, so that the radiant lights from
the Sun of Reality may shine upon the horizons of America and
the call of Baha'u’llah may reach everywhere. The teachings
of Baha’u’llah, like the breaths of the Holy Spirit, will quicken
souls. The favors of Baha'u’llah will encompass all humanity.
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Abdul-Baha has the utmost attachment to the friends in
Chicago, for the call of the Kingdom of God first reached
Chicago and some souls in that city were attracted to the
divine Kingdom. As you were the first to receive the spirit
of life before all others in the beginning, now too bring this
gift to its fulfillment. Like a firm foundation, withstand every
storm, and like trees with strong roots, remain unshaken by
opposing winds. Become free from every thought except the
thought of the Kingdom of God, find release from every bond
except attachment to Baha’u’llah, gain deliverance from every
attachment. Strive day and night with heart and soul to
render service to the Kingdom of God.

These virtues yield results; otherwise trees without roots will
surely fall to the ground from strong winds, weak lamps will
be extinguished by a breeze, frail bodies will collapse from the
slightest blow, and people of imitation will become averse to
truth, as is explicitly stated in the Gospel.

O divine friends! The tests are severe - it requires divine power
for one to remain firm. Convey my longing greetings to each
and every one of the friends individually. I had intended to
come to Chicago via the Pacific Ocean, but obstacles arose.
Now I have postponed it until God wills and Baha’u’llah con-
firms. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_v11#10 p.161-162

AB12287

To: Alma Knobloch, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Aug-01

O thou who art the harbinger of the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter has been received. Every significant phenomenon
in the world of existence has a center. For instance, the center
of the solar system is the sun which illumines the circle of
the solar system. In the same way there is a Center for the
Light of Truth, emanating its Light upon the world of the
spirit and conscience. This Light is eternal and it is one of the
Heavenly Bestowals. This Effulgence freeth the horizons (the
world) from the harm of bad character and bestoweth union
and harmony.

A S gsle (gl 1
}ﬁ}éb)b@:ﬁﬁ,\ﬁ-\:ﬂ)&‘#b 2
)j/ubTMié\c):‘b&i»;)\;Lgff
.a\:“Lo...;ﬁ Q,jt}) \)ngé’&ls GOJ\J Ul\} C,u.u\
Ml & S |y Chde Ly i
O Az e Ol 5 Ol Ll (Plasb L
) Glel Ol 51 b 5 Col Gl
NTRRCIPAPWIE ) FR G SR PR FIRE 5

MC,A‘\) ;li\}

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 23


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_10

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB03892

Today His Holiness, Baha'u’llah is the Center of this Light,
Which saveth the people from the darkness of blind imitations,
racial, personal and political prejudices and leadeth (them) to
the Oneness of spirit; to the oneness of the heart, and to eternal
Love. The world of humanity constitutes one race. There is the
oneness of mankind. But incorrect thoughts have become pre-
dominant and have broken this oneness, giving rise to different
races, different homes and conflicting blind imitations.

My hope is, however, that the Light of Truth will remove all
this Darkness (these obscurities) and that the Love of God will
take away all these causes of quarrel and strife.

5 Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal
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AB03892

To: Mirza Ali Aqa, in Bam
Date: 1920-Aug-01

O God! O Thou Who art bountiful in gifts, Who forgiveth
transgressions, Who answereth prayers, Who sufficeth in trials,
Who healeth sickness! I take refuge at Thy spacious door and
Thy vast threshold, and I call upon Thee, imploring and suppli-
cating before Thee, to rain down upon this servant of Thine a
torrential downpour and an all-encompassing outpouring from
Thy most glorious Kingdom, that he may be seized by the rap-
ture of the crimson wine from the vessels of Thy mercy in the
most exalted company, and sway as one intoxicated, and be
gladdened by the melodies of the nightingale of eternity in the
highest heaven in the gardens of Thy oneness, adorned with
flowers and flowing with streams.

2 O Lord! He is the captive of Thy grace, the helper of Thy
loved ones, and the supporter of Thy near ones. He spares
no effort in exalting Thy Word amongst Thy creatures and
spreading Thy traces among the sincere ones of Thy servants.
O Lord! Make him a brilliant lamp, a gleaming ray, a radiant
light, and a shining star in the horizon of knowledge, guiding
unto righteousness and calling out in Thy name in every region
and place, removing the veil from the eyes of humanity and
showing them Thy greatest signs, and causing them to hear
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the melodies of the birds of holiness upon the Divine Lote-Tree.
O Lord! Strengthen his back and reinforce his resolve until
he raises the banner of prosperity and success, waving in the
heights of glory above the heads of the faithful. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Dominant, the Bestower, the
All-Bountiful. And upon him be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1920-Aug-03

O herald of the Covenant! Thy letter dated 29 Shavval 1338
was received and most carefully perused. The wisdom, the
fair-mindedness, the deeds, and the demeanor that the friends
have evinced throughout all regions filled My heart with the
utmost joy. Agitation hath in truth seized every land, but the
ill-wishers in Persia are so infuriated as to burst with envy.
They witness the blessed Tree grow mightier day by day—“the
tree of His love cannot cease to grow”’—and are thus bound
to boil with resentment. The foes of the Faith, and in par-
ticular the party of “Him that proffereth death”, have fallen
so low and reached such abysmal depths that they rest not
but confine themselves to aimless and frenzied motion. Yet
shall they ultimately see their hopes dashed and blighted. The
greater wax—God willing-the powers of the government, the
more formidable the difficulties that will beset these people.

2 The beloved of the Lord, however, must not too suddenly rend
asunder the veils. They should be manifest in a concealed
manner and, with perfect visibility and great circumspection,
consort behind the veil with every people, and become apprised
of the nefarious designs of the ill-wishers and informed of their
hidden secrets. Perchance they may at least help the enemies
understand that these iniquitous agitators are the pillars of
the Babi community and are moved by their exceeding envy
to incite others to assail a group of wronged souls who are
the well-wishers of the entire human race, while the scantly
informed masses are unaware of their true motives.
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As for the friends in Shahrud and Iraq, they have indeed fallen
into great hardship, but I hope this emigration will result in
comfort.

Glory be to God! This oppressed party is enamored with the
preserved Qur’an, chanting this clear Book night and day and
finding life in its manifest meanings. Yet the ill-wishers so con-
fuse matters that they attribute such audacity to them. Our
Lord! This is a mighty calumny. All these matters arise from
the weakness of the government. Therefore, we pray that God
may grant strength and victory to the government. Soon you
will observe that the government will gain strength, and when
it acquires power to maintain order, these problems will be
solved. Rest assured that if the government finds relief from
the Bolsheviks, it will gain strength, and regarding this matter,
namely the protection and preservation of the friends, recom-
mendations have been made to important quarters.

5 In any case, the friends must act with great wisdom, and you
should give importance to teaching classes among the illumined
youth. A prayer was offered at the Divine Threshold for these
newcomers to God’s garden. Since these blessed souls have a
share of ancient and modern sciences, they will therefore be-
come eloquent and profound in teaching. Jinab-i-Mirza Abdul-
Hamid has fallen into severe test, but every difficulty shall
become easy, every hardship shall be transformed into ease.
The case of the son of Jinab-i-Haji Ghulam-Ali Kashani was
a severe test, but praise be to God, the father remained firm
and steadfast like an immovable mountain - “The Day when
man shall flee from his brother, his mother, his father, his
spouse and his children.” I beseech assistance and favor from
the Blessed Beauty for this loving person. A letter was written
to Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Abdul-Hussein Ardistani, and likewise a
letter to Jinab-i-Mazandarani. Convey my longing greetings
to His Holiness the Eloquent Speaker. Praise be to God, you
are wandering in mountains and deserts in God’s path, lost in
the street of the Unique Beloved, arising to serve and clinging
to the hem of the Divine Unity. Be assured that assistance
and favor will come, and the countenance of the Beloved will
be unveiled. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mahmud Qassabchi, in Baghdad
Date: 1920-Aug-03

O steadfast and firm one, your wondrous letter dated the 19th
of Ramadan has arrived, indicating firmness in faith and par-
taking of the cup of certitude, bringing glad tidings of affection,
unity, love and fellowship among the friends. Hearts were glad-
dened with abundant joy at this news.

As for the upheaval, it has encompassed all regions and prices
are rising everywhere. Blessed is the Spiritual Assembly for
having prepared some food for distribution among the poor
and weak. Let those who act, act likewise.

As for Mr. Rashti who has attained the presence of his Lord -
he was truly among the sincere and detached ones. He strove to
exalt the Word of God night and day and expended his efforts
privately and publicly. May God elevate his station and cause
him to dwell in the midst of His paradise. I have beseeched
God to reach him with His pardon and forgiveness.

As for your sincere intention and wholehearted purpose in rais-
ing the foundations of the House in place of that illustrious
man - you are permitted to do this and every steadfast soul
who draws near to God must assist you in this. Despite strait-
ened circumstances, I do not wish to be deprived of this great
bounty and I am presenting one thousand tumans now, and af-
terwards at any possible time I will present more. Haji Yusuf
al-Muttahidih is determined to participate with you in this
and he is now in Paris with the intention to travel to Iraq and
engage in completing this mighty endeavor. I beseech God, glo-
rified and exalted is He, to assist and enable you to establish
this lofty edifice.

Convey my greetings and longing to all the beloved ones whose
feet are firm in God’s Covenant. Upon you be greetings and
praise.
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AB10591

To: Ali Mumtazi, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Aug-03

O thou who art attracted to the Covenant! Despite the impos-
sibility of writing, out of the intensity of my love I pen thee
this letter, but it must be brief - pray excuse me. In brief: I
desire that thou mayest have an eloquent tongue, lucid expres-
sion and conclusive proofs in diffusing the divine fragrances.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Yazdi, Abdu’l-Hamid et al., in Tihran
Date: 1920-Aug-05

O ye two who are enchanted by the countenance of the Beloved
of the horizons! Although ye were unable to remain in Qum,
yet praise be to God that, like the flowing cypress tree in
the stream of steadfastness, ye have raised up your stature.
Though ye became scattered and homeless in the path of the
Desired One, yet praise be to God ye found shelter beneath
the protection of Truth. Therefore, be not saddened by this
continuous tribulation. Look to the result and the fruit. The
journey to Tehran is better. God willing, ye will find solace
there.

Convey the utmost love and kindness of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Jinab-
i-Aqga Mirza Hadi Khayyat, the handmaiden of God Tuba, and
Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Asghar. And convey most wonderful
and glorious greetings to the honored wife of Jinab-i-Yadullah,
Khavar Sultan, and Qudratullah and Aqa Mirza Taqi Yazdi.
Prayers for forgiveness have been offered at the Mighty, Most
Great Threshold for the departed Aga ‘Ali-Akbar. And upon
you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1920-Aug-09

O dear kind son, two letters were received from you. Show
utmost love and kindness to Petros Dirkijian. Let him continue
steadfastly with the work he has undertaken. The honored
Fadil is a respected person who has grown and developed in this
Cause for many years. After Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, he is the most
knowledgeable among all those present. He has no purpose
except service to the Cause of God. He is a learned person and
is very grateful and appreciative of you. Deliver the monthly
allowance to Mirza Ahmad and write how much has been given
so far. Show kindness to Dr. Getsinger.

You had written that the New York Spiritual Assembly is suc-
cessful and the friends are increasing. This news brought great
joy. My hope is that New York will become the center of this
mighty Cause and that the glad-tidings of the Kingdom of God
will encompass it, the standard of the oneness of humanity will
be raised, and the divine teachings will pitch their tent over
that city.

During my journey to America I spent a long time in New
York. I went to Washington and returned to New York, went
to Boston and returned to New York, went to Chicago and
returned to New York, went to California and returned to New
York. From this it is clear that I have the utmost attachment
to the friends in New York.

As for the Chicago matter, it is of no importance. In a city
where sweet-singing nightingales are chanting melodies, if a few
crows appear it has no significance. In any case, you and all
the friends must encourage souls to hold fast to the Covenant
and Testament, for the power of the Covenant gathers and
unites the friends. Otherwise, any capricious person will arise
to cause division and gather a few souls around himself.

Those who themselves were crying out in all gatherings
and meetings that whoever does not hold fast to the di-
vine Covenant and Testament is rejected and accursed and
banished from the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty and
deprived of God’s mercy, later followed their selfish desires
and thoughts of fame and arose to violate the Covenant.
Observe how they are disappointed and at a loss. In every
dispensation many such people appeared but ultimately fell
into evident loss.
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You observe that after Christ (may my soul be sacrificed for
Him) how many different sects appeared. Read the treatise of
Mirza Abu’l-Fadl. It is recorded in church history that among
others the Patriarch of Alexandria arose to cast doubts, and
one and a half million people followed him, even the Emperor of
Constantinople, and he caused a great tumult in the Christian
nation. But ultimately he was obliterated and destroyed and
fell into evident loss. Now these souls who are but a small
number - their end is obvious.

I hope that the friends will give utmost importance to
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. A telegram was received from Mr.
Randall in these days that we are beginning to establish the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. This news brought great joy. The Amer-
ican friends are very dear, therefore I want them to succeed
in mighty endeavors and become the cause of promoting the
Kingdom of God.

You observe that all the people of the world are caught in the
sleep of heedlessness. They have completely forgotten God.
All are engaged in war and strife and are in loss and affliction.
Like tiny worms in the depths of the earth they strive to make
a nest and dwelling, while one flood will destroy their nest
and dwelling. Despite this they do not become aware. Where
is the might of the Russian Emperor? Where is the glory of
the German Emperor? Where is the greatness of the Austrian
Emperor? In a short time all these palaces were destroyed and
these mighty foundations fell. No fruit, no trace remains, and
they are caught in eternal ruin.

But those souls who were illumined by the light of the
Kingdom laid the foundation of an eternal sovereignty. They
shine like stars from the horizon of everlasting glory. The
apostles were fishermen - observe to what a lofty station and
mighty sovereignty they attained that remains established
forever. Mary Magdalene was an unknown village woman
without name or fame, yet her lamp remains forever lit in the
assemblage of the world.

Convey my highest respects to your mother and father and to
Mrs. Lloyd. Give my utmost kindness to Mrs. Dodge and her
children, and deliver the enclosed letter. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

BWF'.384-385x, SW_ v11#15 p.257-258, SW_ v13#10 p.264x, BSTW#258
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To: Fanny A Knobloch, in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Aug-10

O maidservant of God! Your letter arrived. Indeed your sister
lit a lamp in Germany. God willing, you will be more success-
ful and will kindle a luminous light. No doubt the government
there will object because of your name, but you should say that
I am a Baha’i and I am friends with all religions and nations of
the world. I believe all are of one kind and I consider them as
my own. I have divine love, not racial or religious love. Accord-
ing to the explicit text of Baha'u’llah, we do not speak about
political matters because we are forbidden from interfering in
political affairs. We are engaged in heavenly matters. We serve
the world of morals and we consider religious prejudice, racial
prejudice, political prejudice, and even patriotic prejudice as
destructive to the human world. We consider the earth as one
homeland and count all humanity as one family, and we are
with all in utmost sincerity and kindness.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.533, SW_ v11#17 p.282, BSTW#256x

ABO05117

To: Adarbad Blimuria, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Aug-10

O seeker of truth! Your letter arrived and its contents indicated
that you are searching for the divine Faith. Mr. Mehraban
was a clear guide for you. My hope is that you will fathom
the depths of this ocean - then you will find precious pearls
and seek the shell full of gems. Give thanks to God that you
have found the straight path, and if you walk according to it,
you will find your way to the mystery of truth and become a
source of illumination to the human world. You will become
pure goodness and a divine mercy for humankind.

You had requested books in English - it is difficult to send
them from here. Ask the Baha'’is of Bombay and they will give
them to you. A letter was written to the Lahaye Society - one
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copy of it is enclosed with this letter. I hope you will achieve

such elevation that you may illuminate Mr. Nowroji’s candle.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05483

To: Kenjiro Ono, in Japan
Date: 1920-Aug-10

O thou who art a favored servant at the Threshold of the Most
High!

Thy letter was received. Verily, verily hast thou suffered in thy
life time. Do not thou be grieved because of the loss of thy
sight. Praise be unto God, that thy insight is keen. Do not
thou lament over thy poverty, for the Treasury of the Kingdom
is thine. Do not thou worry that thou couldst not study in
the material schools, because thou hast received lessons in the
Verses of the Oneness (of God) in the Divine University.

Offer thou thanks to God that thou couldst finally attain to
Truth. Then be thou firm and steadfast so that the doors of
the most Great Bestowals may be opened unto thy face. The
greatest of all questions is steadfastness and firmness. Every
tree which is firmly rooted grows.

JWTA.037

AB10277

To: Yuri Mochizuki, in Japan
Date: 1920-Aug-10

O thou loved maid-servant of God!

Do thou observe the Divine Bounty! We are in Haifa and thou
in Tokyo, nevertheless how (our) hearts have become related
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to one another! This is through the power of the Kingdom
which has made the East and West embrace each other.

I feel the utmost kindness towards thee. If thou art able to
write the story of Qurratu’l-Ayn as a drama, thou art permit-
ted to write it.

JWTA.033

AB10800

To: Haruko Mori, in Japan
Date: 1920-Aug-10

O thou beloved maid-servant of God!

Praise be unto God, that through the guidance of Miss Alexan-
der thou couldst hear the Call of God. Then strive as far as
thou art able to spread the Divine Teachings, so that thou
mayest become distinguished with this great Bestowal among
the women of the world.

JWTA.037

AB04164

Date: 1920-Aug-11

Thou seest me, O my God, how lamentation and wailing ascend
from me unto Thy glorious Kingdom. I cry aloud and weep for
that which I have heard from the bearer of tidings, announcing
the passing of the lofty Branch and noble man, sprung from
the divine Tree in this wondrous Day.

Lord! Tears have flowed in anguish at this grievous calamity,
and sighs have risen at this mighty bereavement. The sacred
Leaves have mourned, and from them hath ascended the sob-
bing of tears in sore distress.

Lord! I supplicate Thee, and lament and weep before Thee.
I implore Thine immeasurable bounties and Thy pardon and
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forgiveness, which know no end, for this blessed and repentant
Branch whom Thou didst guide unto the Path and lead upon
the straight way. He clung to Thy hem in the Day of Threat-
ening and partook of Thy glorious outpouring. Thou didst lift
the veil from before him, and he beheld Thy most great signs.

Lord! Make noble the abode of this honored guest. Pass round
to him the beauteous cup, brimming with the sealed wine, fra-
grant with a scent most sweet. Immerse him in the seas of
forgiveness, lodge him in the mansions of mercy and good-
pleasure, and make him a companion of the Beauty and an
intimate in the Kingdom of Glory.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Most Exalted; verily Thou
art the Forgiving, the Pardoning, the Bountiful, the Bestower.
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AB12148

To: Viktoria Schotz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Aug-12

O thou Daughter of the Kingdom!

Your letter arrived. Its content was the expression of heavenly
feelings. In the world of existence there is nothing that can
serve the union of hearts except the Kingdom of God, the eter-
nal grace of God, for whatever exists and is visible will one day
lose its existence and be extinguished. About this there can
be no doubt. This is universally acknowledged. If the German
Emperor or the Emperor of Russia or of Austria had been alert
and attentive, they would never have had any connection with
the transitory dominion and would never have cared about it.
The veil of negligence has weakened their vision. They could
not see this decline and destruction. They could not even imag-
ine that these magnificent buildings (of the empires) could be
destroyed in a short time.

It is therefore clearly evident that there is nothing in this fleet-
ing, transitory world on which one should depend and to which
one should feel attached. But the Kingdom of God! Its glory
is eternal. Its dominion is all-enduring. Its majesty is infinite.
It serves for connection (with God). The foundations of this
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building rest on solid rock and the spires of its towers reach to
the heights of heaven.

Give your thanks to God that your heart has been connected
with God and that your soul has been delighted by the glad
tidings. It is my hope that you may become a cornerstone
in this heavenly palace and make the foundation so firm and
strong that it may last forever. Look at the kings and queens
who have passed! They all lie under the earth. No name and no
trace, nor any monument or surviving fruit remained of them.
Their life belonged to the world of dust and consequently it
passed away and was extinguished.

Strive as much as you can to awaken significant souls, to give
knowledge to those who are ignorant. To bestow a portion
upon those who have nothing, and to make those who are
deprived into confidants of the (divine) mysteries!

The answers to the letters which you sent are enclosed. The
efforts which you took upon yourself for the handmaid of God,
Mrs. Herrigel, and the care which you gave her were accepted
at the Divine Threshold and will be rewarded with overflowing
compensation.

Upon you be the Glory of Abha!

BBBD.534-535

ABO01713

To: Yazdi, Fadlullah son of Ali Akbar Banna, in Ishqabad
Date: 1920-Aug-12

He is God! O descendant of the glorious martyr! Your letter
dated 27 Rabi’u’l-Avval 1338 was received....

Praise be to God, the beloved friends in ‘Ishqabad are in every
way the recipients of divine favors - a goodly city with a forgiv-
ing Lord. In the Sacred Tablets, mention is made of Khurasan
and the exaltation of the Cause in that place, the dawning of
the Sun of the Beloved of all worlds, and the unfurling of the
banner of the manifest truth. The rising of the Eastern Star
brings renewed joy, and this service is acceptable at the thresh-
old of the One. The Historical and Evidential Society is most
blessed and a manifestation of divine confirmations, and the
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Youth Unity Assembly will, God willing, through the efforts of
Jinab-i-Aga Shaykh Ahmad, Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mahdi, and
Jinab-i-Aqa Mir ‘Ali-Akbar Salahoff, find extension and sup-
port. Through the boundless favors of the Lord, I hope this
assembly will expand, extend, and remain permanent and es-
tablished.

Likewise, the Friday night gathering is most befitting. I im-
plore divine confirmation from the favors of Truth. As for the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar assembly, they are indeed showing the ut-
most effort and zeal. This new edifice is acceptable and its
foundation endless. ‘Abdu’l-Baha remains firm on His previ-
ous promise, but the roads are blocked and departure from the
Holy Land is impossible in these days. I hope this desire will
be fulfilled.

The treatise that Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mahdi has authored and
sent in print has not arrived - please send a copy.

5 The matter of the school is very important. It is hoped through
the effort of the divine friends that the ‘Ishgabad school will
become among the highest institutions, even surpassing the ad-
vanced schools abroad. Those friends who intended to move
to Tashkent have surely succeeded and diffused the divine fra-
grances. The assembly for the diffusion of divine fragrances
established in Tashkent is indeed as sweet as sugar. It is hoped
that Jinab-i-Asghar Khan will, with all his might, spread a di-
vine feast and adorn it with every heavenly bounty, invite the
hungry and give them their share of divine truths and mean-
ings. And Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Muhammad Thabit is surely
steadfast. Jinab-i-Aga Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali has arrived
and speaks in praise of the friends, giving descriptions beyond
measure of the enthusiasm and attraction of the friends of
‘Ishgabad in general. And I hope day by day it will increase
and Turkistan will become a rose garden and an example for
others. This is my wish.
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To: Ahmaduf, Haji Ali Akbar (Son of Haji Ahmad Milani), in Anar

Date: 1920-Aug-12

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali was received and read.
There is absolutely no time to write, yet despite this a reply is
being written.

Praise be to God, the friends in the East and West are in the
utmost joy and fragrance, and the divine breaths are spreading.
In every direction the cry of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha is raised, and
from every region the call of Ya ‘Aliyyu’l-A’la is heard. This
is from the special favors of the Desired One, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones.

From one perspective, grief and sorrow appeared due to the
passing of your honorable brother Haji Muhammad-Sadiq, but
from another perspective consolation was obtained, for that
brilliant star ascended to the horizon of eternal glory with per-
fect faith and certitude and firmness in the Covenant. Forgive-
ness and pardon were sought for him from the Divine Thresh-
old.

Praise be to God, means of trade and blessing have again been
obtained for you.

As for Mirza Isma’il Mishkat, praise be to God that lamp was
kindled in the glass of pardon and forgiveness and became il-
lumined in the hidden world’s niche. Forgiveness and pardon
were sought for him as well. Gather his effects - whatever is
difficult to sell, distribute to the poor, and build his luminous
grave as it should be built, and inscribe these words on his
headstone: “Verily the niche of light has ascended to the grate-
ful horizon, and thus the niche became a lamp in the glass of
pardon and forgiveness.”

Convey to all the friends, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Most
Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings with utmost longing.
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AB00323

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1920-Aug-13

O thou who art the tree of all the aspirations of thine peerless
father! Thy letter was received and since I have no moment of
respite or relief to write in detail I am compelled to be brief and
request pardon. Praise be to God! Thy letter was musk laden
with the fragrances of the Abha Paradise. What though we
are immersed in an ocean of shortcomings, though we are tepid
and lack vigour and enthusiasm, yet are we surrounded by His
limitless bounties and confirmed by His boundless grace. For
by this grace He accepts a drop for an ocean and enkindles the
ashy embers into a blazing fire. He teaches a gnat to soar like
an eagle and sustains the sinner as though he were a faithful
servant. All this bounty is due to that Well Beloved of the
world and even though we be shame-laden yet let us trust in
Him.

It is of the utmost importance in this day to show deeds that
are in accordance with the divine teachings throughout the
world, to be kind to all peoples, to act with self-sacrifice, to
accept strangers as friends and consider the enemy as a boon
companion, to be sympathetic to all and show humility to all.
Let us, in all fidelity offer our breasts as targets for the arrows
of cruelty and at the same time possess a sin-covering eye; let
us associate with the poor and be the companions of the needy.
Let us at all times act with wisdom and through our goodly
conduct demonstrate the dictates of moderation.

3 Verily the people of the world have forgotten the Well beloved.
They are so preoccupied with earthly seed and its snares that
no fair fragrance reaches them from the heavenly garden, from
the paradise of the Lord. The one who suffers from a head
cold is certainly deprived of all beautiful scents and he who
hath no sight is blind to the beauty of the Beloved. All those
who have behaved with iniquity and injustice will surely reap
the harvest of His wrath and His wrath is verily evident in all
things.

Glory be to God! The sick and the suffering have fled away
from the kind Physician and the thirsty ones have turned away
from these sweet-flowing streams. Beggared souls who have de-
prived themselves of the limitless treasures of the divine realm
and those who are spiritually immature who have turned aside
from the milk of His providence. And all this hath come to

Gl il Jpos aeb e O JUT s (o
Mg\ﬁj)@bﬂﬂy&f;&b
asl dolh Hgdee p3l21 e ML p3ls
i G Gy 2y Siw tal & A&
G posta e cls B F el
ok § ey Sl e by @t s
Slis 31y ety dlejin Jy3 Lo sl2
Sleie Golo fo2y, L) Gl fody Sy peles
s foloast dpp Vbl 0l O

IR

Al s ot 8 ) sl al 50
Cﬂ{x&\&cﬁ‘u (;Lt)ké) (95‘@)3
5 gl Ll VR, oS olsile !
)L&L)J\ﬁ?\)i{jﬁfiu\b\x\
}‘;ﬁfuzﬂs'ﬁ-hbwbjd\&(;@‘f
SR s Bl L e (wyfw-f(_;\}»
RSLIEY) f:ﬂﬁ C,ff- C,.KA f;:f )\,d
3lon Sheis2

Gelp b i s Jle el aabl
4{ Nlodd )l:sf 43\3} (t\-\: QL’;) ,\3\03}5
OV plag Jp Gl dite 5 B 2K )
Sl iyt acke 2421, 51 ST ad) syt
‘..«ML )?D)}J“:Q.m.a-&‘ uwjlél.&»)\:é)} JL?\
‘)K}ATJ JALL éijngs)BT deG.?’)J
3 50% 55 Ol b 31 0Ll il Ol
3 OUsa Sl olp wde gbys 5 oK
Sl o 31 oMb 5 JE 55 Ol C‘?
3 el O sl 0K e eldl |pase

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 38



-~

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB00323

pass because of what their hands have wrought in this Day
whereon the Caller has called from a Near place [Qur’an]. De-
spite such evident loss we trust in the forgiveness and mercy of
the omnipotent God that these souls may not be despondent
or deprived to all eternity.

If the people of Persia should pause and contemplate a little, if
they would only strive for the truth and abandon the ignorant
prejudices of the past they would all give thanks and praise
that such a luminous Sun has risen from their own darkened
horizons and that this country so far in decline has become the
stage on which divine grace hath been enacted that this unfre-
quented land has become the cynosure of the world, this place
of purgatory a veritable paradise. For the Sun of Truth hath
beamed forth from here and in Africa, in America throughout
the provinces of the Turk and Tadjik in all five continents of
the world today the clarion call of “O Thou the Glory of Glories
Ya Baha-al-Abha!” is reaching the high heavens.

; Iran shall become a focal centre of divine splendours. Her dark-

some soil will become luminous and her land will shine resplen-
dent. Although now wanting in name and fame, she will be-
come renowned throughout the world; although now deprived,
she will attain her highest hopes and aspirations; although
now destitute and despondent, she will obtain abundant grace,
achieve distinction and find abiding honour.

Praise be to God! The friends in Qazvin are firm and steadfast,
and are intimate companions and associates with each other.
Hearts are illumined with the light of unity and spirits are
gladdened by the power of agreement. Give great importance
to the boys’ and girls’ school and establish firmly the teaching
class.

As for the divine philosopher, he is ever mindful of the Most
Great News and the All-Wise Remembrance. Indeed in con-
duct and behavior he is humble and lowly like any servant, and
in word and deed and behavior follows the King of Kings. Truly
in that steadfast and firmly-rooted land souls were raised up
who were signs of guidance and trees in the garden of faithful-
ness. They spent their days guiding stranger and kin alike, not
resting for a moment or pausing for a breath. Like a blazing fur-
nace they were in constant combustion and like the birds of the
garden of the All-Merciful they sang with the most wondrous
melodies. Now we hope that these descendants will kindle the
lamp of their forebears and these sons will be born of the same
essence of heart and soul as those righteous ones.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

oy § Sl ol dad Sl e
Wl oy 2 VI Y

KR G PR W I
NVl 5 ds 5 K dale o )
Ol Jsl ppf w2 Qloy gl e
IO @l o) & ad & wls, sl
Gl Ol st gl sdzsys gl
1L 1,88 oyt o OLLy O
el T |y o B ) of BT S48
J.:i&-)b dads LL)‘ C,Ji;,a>- um.c" Ln) J}ﬁ}
0% 5 e 5 Sl S el
Sl st s 53 Sab 5 S5
Sl Ay gVl

532 STl Sl o) 58 el $ 0Ly
Mdm}rtd%‘}glfjﬂjj‘t‘{%‘
O s dUl s )l a2 e 2 Ol 5 250 GBI
Qo Slel 5 Wb B b Cadl g0 xe G
JJ;)\}J,«_}

SR 5 Lasitne 5 S (g5 OLL A A
23 RPN qu»} %wy\} )
30553 Faupde e Blol Ok o)l
S“J@Ju‘ﬁ) -’:Me&;‘“bw\, &b
Bl s

e Ly S o)l b1 o o L
Sk s Py 50 a1 ol S 55
S5 5 &y S e o pols
s O s amadls ST S L,
G U S Kad Eogan g a2 Szt
Sole a2 Ll byt L 5 oy
x:ﬁ&\)jmﬂdﬂugfjﬁﬁz
N5 0y 53 Ol *e) S O Nogmls 2
N3p g O bl 0Ly (26 5ub O
Ml 2 DMl o & il sl
Ol 0l 5 ds pais 2osly il o 5 43y 5L
635 0

G 4 Oy Ol e Bl o s

LU s caw Ol 5 5y SHle

39



Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB08406

The arrival of Aqa ‘Ali Arbab in Qazvin was blessed and his
presence was the cause of joy to the friends. Surely he is con-
firmed and assisted. Upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of
God. The honored Munir, grandson of His Holiness Nabil, was
in Khurasan like a surging and tempestuous sea. Later he was
sent to Shiraz so that in that mystic rose garden he might sing
his song and melody. Surely he will be confirmed and assisted.
And his nephew Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad will certainly benefit
from this journey and become intoxicated from the wine-house
of truth. Convey to Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn the utmost
love and faithfulness from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL__UHJ2003-11-26x

Sl gV A ol e a5 5 B &2
A O Ol s o O e b e
el Slat 4 diny Ol 5 e
S3lal 5wk Sy 2K Oy & b was
5, o3 dals ase s Gy el a2
all Olal Feslyaly demade e Ol
Pl 31 5 048 Al ealatul aw (ryo
Do Sl a8t G Sk
by 5 ot le STl 1351 Cmdlae

Al

eV eld) oo 5 S

MMEK2#212 p.150, AYBY.412 #123

AB08406

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1920-Aug-13

...Humility and lowliness are, in all cases, evidence of nobility.
No matter how much one may sacrifice oneself in the path of
God, hasten to the altar of love with utmost joy and exulta-
tion, be quickened in servitude at the Sacred Threshold by the
breaths of the Holy Spirit, and become the manifestation of
endless favors, still one remains abashed. For however much
we may strive and be moved and cry out, we cannot fulfill
the thanksgiving due for even a single one of God’s bounties.
Therefore we are ashamed, embarrassed, sorrowful, and bow
our heads in humility. This bashfulness is sufficient proof of
sincerity of purpose, nobility of nature, purity of character, and
steadfastness in the Covenant of the Most Great Unity....
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To: Sara Louisa Blomfield, in London
Date: 1920-Aug-15

Praise be to God that thou hast been confirmed in serving
impoverished children and showing kindness to the poor, and
hast been assisted in spreading abroad the teachings. God
willing, thou wilt become in Switzerland the cause of the illu-
mination of the world of humanity and wilt expound the divine
teachings. And if, in any place, thou shouldst find a perfect
soul among the Muslims, explain in conversation that we have
the utmost love for all the Prophets and Messengers, including
Muhammad. Convey my utmost love and affection to thy es-
teemed daughters, and likewise to the neighbor lady and other
friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB10958

To: Louise Waite, in San Diego
Date: 1920-Aug-15

O melodious bird! Thy new songs have been received. Indeed,
thou art playing sweet melodies in the rose garden of the love
of God. The echoes of this melody will reach the ears of the
denizens of the Kingdom forever. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

SW_ v11#16 p.276, BLO_PT#052.37
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AB11604

To: Edwin Fisher, in United States
Date: 1920-Aug-15

Thou shouldst continue thy profession and at the same time
try to serve the Kingdom of God.

COC#1022x

ABO01757

Date: 1920-Aug-15+

I shall praise Thee, O Lord, in the evening and at dawn, and
my tongue shall celebrate Thy remembrance at sunset and day-
break. I call upon Thee in the darkness of night, bowing down
and prostrating, and I supplicate before Thee with heart, spirit
and tongue, beseeching mercy, kindness, pardon and forgive-
ness for Thy Hand of the Cause, Thy servant Adib, the beloved
and noble one, who plumbed the depths of knowledge and dis-
covered the mysteries of learning, who contemplated the divine
verses and through them found proof of the radiance of lights
from the Dayspring of mysteries.

O Lord, he strove to lift the veil and sought reality behind the
mask, and left no obstacle unscaled in his quest to reach Thee
and his yearning to find a path leading to Thee, until Thou
didst guide him to the way of righteousness, the straight path.
He hastened to the Sinai of Manifestation, the right valley of
the Mount, where he found guidance in the kindled fire, heard
the call, responded to the summons, and returned to the people
with the white hand and the serpent of Thy proof, its mouth
agape, swallowing up the falsehoods of the nations.

He guided pure souls to the decisive Cause and gave them to
drink of the choice wine in an elegant cup, guided them to
the even path, and strove to exalt Thy Word in Thy kingdom,
expending his utmost effort to spread Thy sweet fragrances
throughout Thy lands, until the destroyer of delights overtook
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him. Then he returned to Thee supplicating, devoted, beseech-
ing, aflame with the fire of Thy love, his tears flowing from the
blazing fires of longing burning between his ribs and vitals. He
ascended to Thee with a heart throbbing with love for meeting
Thee and tears streaming in desire for Thy good pleasure.

O Lord, Lord! He is thirsty, and with Thee is the spring of
pure water. He is hungry, and with Thee is the table of beauty
in the kingdom of glory. He is a moth yearning to cast itself
into the flame, and a chameleon in love with beholding the sun
in the heart of day. O Lord, permit him to enter the kingdom
of lights and abide in the sea of mysteries. Verily Thou art the
Pardoning, the Kind, the All-Forgiving. Verily Thou art the
Protector of whoever seeks the shelter of Thy supreme mercy.
There is no God but Thee, the Generous, the Merciful, the
All-Bestowing.
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AB12282

To: Ernst Strahler, in Esslingen
Date: 1920-Aug-16

O thou son of the Kingdom!

Praise be to God that you found the way to the heavenly King-
dom, that you could recognize the light of the Kingdom, were
revived through the grace of the Holy Spirit and received a
new life, that you, like a flower, were brought to full bloom
through the rays of the Sun of Reality, and began to worship
and glorify the heavenly Father. You have written this poem
with poetic flow.

I ask God to enable you to continue day by day in this spiritu-
ality and to sing the heavenly verses. Convey in my name to
Mr. Herrigel the most sincere love. Express to the handmaid
Miss Anna Kostlin the wonderful Abha greetings. Share with
Mr. H. Schwab my longing. The Esslingen assembly is truly a
heavenly assembly with progressive souls. It is my hope that
this assembly will become the source of the spread of the heav-
enly light and prove to be the cause of life among an immense
number of people.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

43


https://www.bahai.org/r/881895606
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1679.pdf#page=13

V]

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB00540

Upon you be the Glory of Abha!

BBBD.536

AB00540

To: Hakim, Aqa Mirza Ishaq et al., in Kashan

Date: 1920-Aug-19

...O Beloved of the horizons! Make these luminous friends in
every moment the manifestation of divine outpourings and the
recipient of heavenly favors. Grant them support through Thy
true love and manifest the effulgences of genuine love. Create
excitement and overflow until self-control is lost and each be-
comes a globe of fire, burning away the veils of idle fancies and
rending asunder the coverings of souls. Make them speak Thy
mention and display Thy nature and character. Make them
transform seekers into lovers of Thy countenance. Let them
give the water of life to the thirsty and bring them to life. Let
them promote Thy teachings through deeds and behavior. Let
them spread the fragrances of the Day of Manifestation and
waft the breezes from the garden of the Abha Paradise. Let
them quicken the East and refresh the West. Let them raise the
pavilion of the unity of the human world and hoist the banner
of manifest light. Let them kindle the fire of love until even
the solid rock melts. Let them enlighten blind eyes through
the power of light and make deaf ears hear the melody of the
Concourse on High.

O Kind Beloved! These souls are bewildered and passionate
for Thee, distracted and enamored with Thee. Whatever befits
a beloved, make it manifest. Thou art the Beloved of the
horizons and Thou art the Loved One of the people of concord.
And upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO00576

To: Shahriyar Isfandyar Parsi, in Kirman
Date: 1920-Aug-19

The letter which thou didst write in the month of Sha’ban 1338
was received. Thou hadst asked several questions requiring
explanation and interpretation. This servant of the threshold
has no time or opportunity to write a detailed response. This
brief reply is written out of great love and kindness. Thou
shouldst give thanks to the One God that a reply to thy letter
is being written, albeit very briefly. However, a detailed answer
will be given verbally when thou attainst His presence.

As to thy first question regarding the noble steed of Shah Gush-
tasp - this was a metaphor for that great one’s spiritual journey
and movement. That rider upon that horse was galloping in
the arena of mystical unveiling and witness. The sinking of
the horse’s four legs into its belly indicated that the steed had
ceased its journey. Then Zoroaster chanted verses that caused
the horse’s four legs to emerge from its belly, meaning that
blessed steed resumed its movement and journey.

As for Shah Gushtasp’s four requests from that great holy
one - it is clear and evident that this referred to journeying
in the Supreme Concourse. The dream signifies that he be-
came detached from the physical world, spread spiritual wings
and traveled through spiritual realms. He bestowed the sec-
ond gift upon Jamasp - the veil of past and future was rent
asunder and with the eye that discovers reality, he unveiled
the mysteries of past and future.

As for eternal life - this was the portion of His Majesty Shah
Khusraw. Just as his soul attained eternal life, his name
also achieved immortality. Thus his fame and renown spread
throughout the world and will endure forever.

Regarding the matter of the well - this is like the well of Surra
man ra’a - it is imaginary. That great one did not descend into
a well, but rather ascended to the height of the moon.

i As for Isfandiyar’s invulnerability - this refers to the lofty sta-

tion where the arrows of enemies and swords of ill-wishers have
no effect. This station was bestowed upon Isfandiyar.
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The five days and liberation of spirits - this is a symbol of the
five outer senses, when souls are freed from the five external
senses and discover the hidden secret and guarded mystery -
that is, a mystery that cannot be perceived by these five senses
but rather is understood through spiritual unveiling and the
eye of reason.

When the soul of man ascends to the bountiful realm, it cer-
tainly unveils this physical world, for every higher station un-
veils the station below it, but a lower station cannot unveil a
higher station. For example, man has come from the mineral
world to the human world, and the human world unveils the
earthly world. He is likewise aware of the plant kingdom and
informed of the animal kingdom - he unveils them all. But the
mineral world has no knowledge of man’s pure world. Good
deeds and charitable works performed for souls certainly have
an effect.

The intercession of the Prophet was specific to the Prophet’s
community. As for the feast of fairies and table of jinn which
various peoples believe in - this is pure imagination.

Regarding seeking fulfillment of needs at holy places - since
these places are associated with God, they are therefore the
noblest of spots. Certainly seeking fulfillment of needs at the
noblest spots is not like other places.

As for this bloodthirsty war of the world - I hope that in this
first and second age of Baha’u’llah it will be abolished. If the
means are ready and travel is possible with joy and fragrance,
thou hast permission to attain His presence. I will pray to God
that the means of comfort be made possible for thee. Convey to
the handmaiden of God Firuzih and the two dear ones Faridun
and Humayun from me the Most Glorious Abha Greetings.

ADMS#312x
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To: Mahmud Furughi, in Khurasan
Date: 1920-Aug-19

...Abdul-Baha traveled continuously for four years in the coun-
tries of Africa, America and Europe, but in cities and villages
where the Call of God had not reached the ears of the inhab-
itants and the worldwide fame of God had not been heard,
he opened his tongue to teach in assemblies, gatherings and
churches in a new way that accorded with their capacity and
capability. Therefore the assistance and grace of the Intended
Lord arrived successively and results were achieved.

Now you too, in cities and villages where they are heedless
and unaware, should first open your tongue with counsels and
bring hearts to ecstasy through the sweetness of speech, then
deliver the Word. This method will receive powerful confir-
mation, just as Peter the Apostle, servant of Christ (may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him), carried out in Antioch. At first
he spoke according to the disposition and capacity of the peo-
ple. When hearts became attracted, he delivered the Word.
Even Habib the Carpenter would deliver the Word with ut-
most self-effacement and submissiveness, saying “Why should
I not worship Him Who created me and to Whom you shall re-
turn?” His intention was “Why do you not worship Him Who
created you?”

In any case, my hope is that you may become the cause of joy
and fragrance for the friends and engage in teaching others.

MHMD2s.320-321x
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AB01612

To: Baha’is of Sarjam et al., in Turbat Haydariyih
Date: 1920-Aug-19

O true friends and divine companions! It is morning and
the lamp of confirmations from the Cleaver of Dawn is shin-
ing and radiant, and the cloud of divine mercy is overflowing
with bounty. The life-giving breeze from the Sheba of grace is
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blowing, and the fragrance of divine confirmation and success
reaches the nostrils of the spiritual ones and bestows new life. I
am occupied with thoughts of those blessed souls and my heart
is cheered and delighted with the mention of the beloved ones.

With utmost supplication and lamentation I turn to the thresh-
old of the Gracious Lord and the court of the Great Announce-
ment, saying: O Pure Lord! These faithful friends are en-
chanted by Thy face, passionate for Thy tresses, wandering
in Thy lane, and thirsting for Thy stream. Cast upon them
a glance of favor and bestow a gift, that they may find new
spirit each moment and seek new life, that they may engage
in Thy counsels and admonitions and learn the lesson of love,
and conduct themselves according to the divine teachings.

O Kind God! These servants have suffered persecution from
the unfaithful and endured severe trials each day, and bore
endless hardships with patience and loosed their tongues in
thanksgiving, and wept and smiled through intense tribulation,
and in utmost joy and delight found the fire of oppression and
tyranny to be as a rose garden. Like buds they bloomed and
like flowers they shone forth.

O Single God! Grant these assured souls the cup of bounty and
bestow upon these pleased and pleasing hearts the exhilaration
of the wine of favors, that remembrance of Thy perfection and
beauty may become wine, and they may burst into song and
melody and bring delight and rapture to the listeners and ec-
stasy and joy to the seekers. Let them pass around the cup of
love and drink and serve the wine of eternal gladness and joy.

O God! Make these poor ones wealthy and these oppressed
ones honored. Grant these wandering ones stability and these
sorrowful ones eternal joy. Thou art the Powerful and Mighty,
and Thou art the Bestower and Kind.
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AB12388

To: Schwarz, Faridih et al., in Germany
Date: 1920-Aug-19

O ye two heavenly souls!

In the existing world, everything that signifies love is regarded
as a heavenly gift. Now your engagement is the greatest ex-
pression of love and affection. It will certainly yield great re-
sults. You have formed a blessed family. The exalted Hosts
will spread their congratulations over you and the inhabitants
of the Kingdom of Abha will convey their felicitations.

Become so intimate with each other that you are viewed as
one person and considered as the manifestation of heavenly
unity, for the heavenly relationship is so strong that it cannot
be dissolved for all eternity.

In this world it is a perfect happiness and in the realm of
Heaven it will continue to shine in eternal splendor.

Upon you both be the Glory of Abha

BBBD.537

AB06530

To: group of Japanese students
Date: 1920-Aug-19

O seekers for the Truth! (revealed to nine persons, eight of
whom were young men students)

Praise God that you have heard the celestial Call, seen the ray
of the Sun of Truth, followed the right Direction and reached
the longed-for Home!

You have sent me your congratulations for the Feast: I was
very much gratified at your feelings and at the fact that such a
tie exists now between East and West, such friendship between
different nations!

It is evident that, through your efforts, the inhabitants of those
regions are now inhaling the fragrances of Musk from the Gar-
den of the Kingdom. In Japan the divine proclamation will be

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

49



w

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB00612

heard as a formidable explosion, so that those who are ready
will become uplifted and illumined by the Light of the Sun of
Truth.

JWTA.038

AB00612

Date: 1920-Aug

O thou who art attracted to Reality! Thy letter dated July 31,
1920, was received and its contents brought joy and fragrance,
for it indicated that thy heart is attracted to the Kingdom and
thy spirit is gladdened by the glad-tidings of God. As thou hast
written, the same covenant that thou made with God - that if
the light of truth like the power of electricity entered into thee,
thou wouldst arise with all thy strength to serve the Kingdom
- thou must now arise to fulfill that covenant, for with thine
own eyes thou hast witnessed the lights of the manifestations

and with thy heart thou hast discovered the mysteries of reality.

My hope is that thy heart may become a spring, that the water
of life may gush forth and its waves may reach all directions.

Today the doors of the Kingdom are open, the heavenly path is
straight and direct, and the divine call is continuously arriving
from the Kingdom of Holiness, summoning all humanity: “O
human world! You are in utmost anxiety and agitation, and in
complete discord and revolution. It is time to hear the melody
of the Supreme Concourse and listen to heavenly teachings and
become illumined by the lights of the Sun of Reality so that this
dark world may become bright, hearts may be enkindled with
the fire of the love of God, souls may be quickened by divine
glad-tidings, and the spread of divine teachings may cause this
agitation to be transformed into tranquility, this revolution to
find peace and rest, this discord to be changed to harmony, and
the lights of the Sun of Reality to shine forth and the earthly
world to become heavenly.”

This divine call is continuously reaching the ear of the soul from
the Merciful Kingdom. Ask God that thou mayest become a
means for the spread of these lights and serve the unity of
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the human world. Convey my utmost love, kindness, unity
and oneness to Dr. Van Andel and his esteemed wife and
enlightened daughter, and to Monsieur and Madame Roskis
and Madame Elsbrook, and to all. Tell them I pray that the
Baha’i group may be formed with perfect illumination and
spirituality, that that gathering may become enlightened and
the individuals of that assembly may shine like heavenly stars
and illuminate this dark horizon of the world like the horizon
of dawn with the lights of divine bounty.

Convey my longing greeting to Monsieur Anzlin and tell him
that all on earth are wandering today - think how all may find
direction and purpose. As for the Akaus assembly whose pur-
pose is as much as possible to transform social and economic
revolutions and disorders into an order and tranquility that
would bring comfort to the world of creation, tell them that
today the power of revolution is intense and discord is great. It
is impossible for the people of the world to find peace and rest
except through a power that encompasses the human world.
When that power prevails, all these revolutions will be trans-
formed into peace and rest, and all these differences will be
changed to love and unity. That power is the Word of God; it
is the heavenly power, the divine manifestation, pure light, the
power of the Holy Spirit. Just as in past centuries it prevailed
over all powers and moderated racial, economic and even na-
tional differences, likewise that divine conquering power will
blend all these elements together and raise the tabernacle of
the unity of the human world at the pole of the world, and the
standard of universal peace will wave over all horizons.

5 One photograph of you was received and its observation
brought utmost joy. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Murakami, Atoe et al., in Japan
Date: 1920-Aug-19

O ye daughters of the Kingdom! (Six school girls; Otoe Mu-
rakami, Kimiko Hagiwara, Kazu Fukusawa, Haruko Mori, Yuri
Takao, and Yuri Mochizuki)

Your congratulation on the Feast has been received. Its pe-
rusal imparted joy and happiness. Through the Bounties of
the Supreme Lord do I hope that these daughters of the King-
dom will, day by day, progress so that they may, like unto a
magnet, attract the Divine confirmations. I am always suppli-
cating for you that ye may attain to the Most Great Bestowal
and act and behave according to the Teachings of His Holiness
Baha’u’llah.

JWTA.038

AB01922

To: Tabrizi, Muhammad Isma’il (Badkubih) et al., in Hamadan

Date: 1920-Aug-20

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived and its
contents brought endless joy, for it conveyed the glad tidings of
the chanting of verses and recitation of prayers in gatherings of
sanctification and teaching, where those who claim knowledge
and learning are overcome and brought low before children.
This is the power of the Greatest Name that makes the great
ones conquered by children and renowned hawks subdued by
weak mosquitoes. Praise be to the pure Lord who, through
His eternal bounty, made the lowest the highest and through
His divine dominion cast the pretentious souls into the lowest
depths. And unto such a glorious Lord befits servitude.

Regarding your brother Aqga Muhammad Isma’il, who was per-
fect in faith and firm in the Covenant, forgiveness and pardon
is sought from the All-Forgiving Lord:

O my God! O my God! Verily, Your noble servant, namesake of
Isma’il, has passed from this worldly abode to the next world,
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bowing and prostrating before Your Most Exalted Threshold,

seeking forgiveness for his sins, thirsting for the waters of Your
mercy in the next life. Lord! Heal this ailing one and cool
the burning of this lowly one from the spring of Tasnim in
the Garden of Delight. Verily, You are the All-Forgiving, the
Most Merciful. Lord! Protect the family of this one who has
ascended to Your spacious gate, who has come to the threshold
of Your holiness in Your glorious Kingdom. Protect them in the

shelter of Your protection through Your grace and generosity.

Verily, You are the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.

Convey on my behalf the Most Glorious Greetings to
Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Ghaffar, Aminu’llah, Kubra, Bahiyyih and
Nush-Afarin. These pure souls are near and accepted at the
Divine Threshold, honored and praised. I beseech abundant
grace for them from the favors of the Forgiving Lord. And for
Jinab-i-Agqa Mahmud, brother of the late Haji Ibrahim, I seek
enlightenment from the praised station. In prayer, mention is
made of the relatives of the departed brother. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
has not a moment to breathe, therefore he is excused from

writing to each one individually. You will surely forgive this.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04305

To: Charles Mason Remey, in Germany
Date: 1920-Aug-20

O luminous beloved son! Praise be to God that you arrived
safe and sound in Leipzig and saw the luminous faces of the
divine friends and witnessed the spirituality and love of the
German friends.
they are heavenly, they are divine, and they promote the unity
of humankind. They have friendship with all nations of the

world and show love and kindness to all religions of the world.

They are self-sacrificing in the path of the Kingdom and are
firm and steadfast in the Covenant. Surely you are in the
utmost joy and delight to be intimate and associate with these
blessed souls, and my hope is that this journey of yours will
yield great results. Convey my love and kindness to all the

In truth, the German friends are luminous,
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divine friends, both male and female, and upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.538-539, SW_ v11#13 p.229-230, BSTW#384

AB05514

To: Adibus-Sadat, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Aug-20

... The first to believe in the Primal Point, may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him, was the revered Mulla Husayn-i-Bushrui,
the Babu’l-Bab, not Quddus. In Shahrud, the hostile party
assailed the companions of the pit - “they were slain, the com-
panions of the pit of fire plentifully fueled, when they sat by it,
and they witnessed what they did to the believers. And they
ill-treated them for no other reason than that they believed in
Allah, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.”

It befits every ignorant oppressor to transgress and show
enmity, and it becomes every blessed, loving soul to endure
hardship and tribulation in the path of the All-Glorious One.
Bearer of glad tidings to the patient ones! Days shall pass
and worldly life shall end, but there is a difference between
those who lived in silk and satin, and those blessed souls who
fell beneath arrows and spears in God’s path. That comfort
and luxury results in eternal loss, while this unsettled state
leads to success and prosperity. “Are those who are immersed
in desires equal to those who offered themselves as targets for
arrows in the path of the Lord of Signs? They are not equal.”
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To: Dolatbat J Vajdi, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Aug-20

O handmaiden of God! A letter was previously written to
you. Now the Most Exalted Leaf intercedes and requests the
writing of a new letter. Your name is eternal and established,
and mention of you is on the tongues of the friends of God
throughout centuries and ages. This is an exalted name and
this remembrance is everlasting.

Every cherished handmaiden through divine assistance and in-
finite bounty is proud. Children may become unfaithful, grand-
children may become oppressive, but being a handmaiden at
the divine threshold is among the greatest of divine gifts. This
fame is worldwide and this relationship is like a luminous lamp.

Therefore be happy and joyful that you are connected to the
divine threshold. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11812

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad
Date: 1920-Aug-21

O ye steadfast ones in the Covenant! The friends in ‘Ishqabad
must strive that no darkness may remain and that love and har-
mony may prevail, for unity and accord are among the great-
est of matters, and oneness and fellowship are the cause of the
joy of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the glory of all. Without unity and
accord, success and divine confirmation are entirely lost and
non-existent, for fellowship and connection are the magnet at-
tracting divine confirmations and the cause of the exaltation
of God’s Cause, the upliftment of the Word of God, and the
diffusion of the divine fragrances. All must strive that these
dark clouds may be dispelled from the horizon of God’s Cause.
‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicates and implores night and day that the
divine lights may shine forth and Baha’i unity may be mani-
fested.
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2 The dawning of the Morn of Guidance - the appearance of the
Bab, may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him - and the rising of the
Sun of Truth - the Ancient Beauty - and the endurance of all
these hardships and tribulations were for the purpose that love
and fellowship might be manifested in the human world, that
hearts might be illumined and souls quickened by the breath of
the All-Merciful, so that the friends of God who are attracted
to the One Beloved might be as waves in form yet as the sea
in essence - unity within unity. Otherwise what fruit and what
effect would there be? Whenever the slightest discord arises
among the friends, ‘Abdu’l-Baha becomes so affected that he
longs to leave this world, and death and departure become
exceedingly sweet to his taste.

In any case, the friends of God must entirely forget the past
and establish a new foundation of fellowship, that the lights of
true unity may shine forth. In these years of war when all peo-
ples and religions fell into great peril, suffered severe calamities,
lives and property were destroyed, and tribulation and punish-
ment exceeded human endurance, divine favor and grace em-
braced all and the friends were protected and preserved from
every danger. Now in gratitude for this supreme bounty they
must manifest the utmost fellowship, love and faithfulness. It
is now clear how much effect discord and estrangement among
the friends has upon the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. In brief, dis-
cord among the friends causes divine confirmation and success
to be entirely cut off.

You must always strive to unite the hearts of the friends so that
this unity may attract confirmation. I have heartfelt attach-
ment to all the friends of ‘Ishqabad, for they labored greatly
and sacrificed their lives until this mighty edifice - the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar - was established in ‘Ishqabad. Indeed they
labored greatly and sacrificed their lives and showed faithful-
ness to the Blessed Beauty. Each day they made an effort, each
hour they rendered a service. In the Abha Kingdom they are
near the threshold of grandeur, and in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha they are beloved, cherished and among the faithful ones.
From all aspects they are praised, accepted, affiliated and en-
chanted. Now their unity and accord must also become an
example for others, so that all regions and districts may fol-
low their lead. All must blend together like honey and milk
and water and wine, and this will become the cause of joy and
gladness to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and delight and felicity to the people
of the Abha Kingdom. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB07514

To: Anise B Rideout, in Brookline, MA
Date: 1920-Aug-21

O thou dear maidservant of God!

Thy letter arrived. Thou hast, very highly, praised Mr. and
Mrs. Randall and their eloquent speeches. These two blessed
souls are in reality faithful, attracted to the Kingdom of Abha
and firm in the Covenant. Through the bounties of God do I
cherish this hope that they will become two active gardeners in
the vineyard of God and will become illumined with the light
of the Heavenly Confirmations.

O thou maidservant of God! I hope that thou wilt attain to
great enthusiasm and rapture; that thou wilt wholly turn into
an eloquent tongue, and thou wilt, with perfect joy, play on
thy harp and raise its melody in this Heavenly Rose-Garden.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal

BLO__PT#-0281

ABO00416

To: Baha’is of Istanbul
Date: 1920-Aug-22

O kind friends of Abdu’l-Baha! It is morning and I have come
to Haifa from the Most Exalted Shrine, may my spirit be a
sacrifice for its dust. I spent last night in the vicinity of the
Most Exalted Shrine, and through the blessing of that sacred

place, the night was filled with the utmost joy and delight.

The holy fragrances from that illumined sepulcher perfumed
my nostrils, and my heart and soul were stirred. Therefore, I
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thought of those spiritual friends and began writing this letter.
Despite numerous occupations and concerns, I left them all to
think of the faces and characters of these beloved friends of my
heart and soul. Consider how loving I am.

That city was honored for a long time by the blessed footsteps,
and Tablets were successively revealed. Those souls who at-
tained the holy presence would receive the blessed utterances.
Among them was a prominent Iranian who associated with us
but was secretly a companion and confidant of the ambassador,
consulting with him about local affairs. The Blessed Beauty
would be forbearing with him and would not mention it to his
face. But this person thought that the Blessed Beauty was
unaware of his hidden state.

He would show sincerity until one day He said: “I have a mes-
sage for His Excellency the Ambassador. Convey this: You
have done all you could to shed our blood, and you imagine
you can uproot the Blessed Tree. Never, never! This Blessed
Tree is firmly established with roots that no axe can cut down,
even if all the kings of the world should arise with all their
might. Do not consider that I am alone and single, for I alone
resist all the nations and governments of the world. Soon these
dark clouds will disperse and the Sun of Truth will shine with
perfect grandeur and brilliance. Yes, you can martyr me, and
this is the greatest divine gift. This Blessed Tree grows through
blood.

You thought that if you martyred the Exalted One (may the
spirit of all worlds be sacrificed for Him), this foundation would
collapse. You fired a thousand bullets into His pure breast,
then saw that the Cause of God appeared more strongly and
its light shone more brightly, until it has now reached Istanbul.
Now you think that if you cut Baha’s throat with a dagger
and shed the blood of this company, this kindled divine fire
will be extinguished. God forbid! Rather the Word of God
will be raised higher and the Sun of Truth will shine more
brightly, and you will all soon be disappointed and at a loss.
Do whatever you can. O Mirza, this oppression and enmity
and tyranny and aggression are like the buzzing of a mosquito
to us. Therefore we give no importance to your enmity and
persecution. Those who have acted unjustly shall soon know
what fate awaits them.

When we arrived in Istanbul, we paid no attention whatsoever
to you or to the Ottoman government. From this alone you
should awaken to the fact that our trust is in divine power
and might, not in anything else. All kings are possessed and
you are all drowning in the sea of loss and detriment. You
will eventually understand. Iran will be laid waste and its
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government and people will fall into utmost hardship, but we
have illumined Iran and desired eternal glory for the Iranians.
Although Iran is now obscure among nations, this great Cause
will eventually make the people of Iran the joy of the world of
possibility.” In brief, He made such emphatic statements, after
which that person left and never returned.

Now praise be to God, a fragrant breeze has wafted in Istan-
bul. This fragrance will make that land musk-scented. The
friends must act with perfect steadfastness, perseverance and
wisdom. They must have complete confidence. I hope that
each of the friends will become like a bright lamp and that
the divine teachings, which are the light of the human world
and the cause of comfort and tranquility for creation, will be
spread with ultimate wisdom. This sea is turbulent, but its
waves reach toward the heights. Night and day I weep and
lament and seek boundless assistance and favor for the divine
friends.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07693

To: Baha’is of Bulgaria
Date: 1920-Aug-22

O ye beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Bahal

Twenty-five years ago a poem was written by the Pen of the
Covenant, a portion whereof reads as follows:

3 In the Orient scatter perfumes, and shed splendours on the
West.

Carry light unto the Bulgar, and the Slav with life invest.
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Now, praise be to God, a musk-laden breeze hath wafted from
that garden, and holy souls have been raised up in that land,
who are in communion with the Lord, and call to remembrance
His Beauty and Perfections. It is our heartfelt longing to see
Bulgaria permeated with the fragrance of musk, and Ruschuk
illumined, and to witness the holy breaths blowing, the heav-
enly favours made manifest, and the lights of divine guidance
illuminating that country.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02679

To: Mirza Muhammad Rida Shirazi, in Karachi
Date: 1920-Aug-27

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter of 27 August
1920 arrived. In reply I am compelled to be brief. One must
not look at the abhorrent deeds of souls, for this is very difficult
and cannot be the standard of the Cause of God. How many
souls are outwardly under the shade of the Blessed Tree but in
reality are very far and deprived, even more deprived and veiled
than strangers. The standard is deeds, not words, as stated in
the Qur’anic verse: “And of the people there are some who say:
‘We believe in God and the Last Day;” but they do not believe.
They seek to deceive God and His Messenger, while they only
deceive themselves.”

As has occurred in every age and time - Judas Iscariot in the
time of Christ (may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him) was the
chief of the apostles, yet in the end sold that embodied Spirit
for a few dirhams. And in the time of the Messenger (peace
be upon Him), how many intimates became strangers - their
names are recorded in the books. He says: “By their deeds
shall ye know them” - every tree is known by its fruit.

In any case, praise be to God that you have emerged again
like pure gold from the fire of tests and intend to render a
service at the Sacred Threshold. This service and servitude is
possible in India, and writing a detailed book presenting proofs
of the divine bounty is beneficial. Travel to China and Japan is
permitted, and likewise travel to Iran and reconciliation with
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your kind father is also accepted. Whichever of these four is
easiest to accomplish, pursue that. The books you sent by post
have not yet arrived.
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+ And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. e Y el e
MMEK6#005
AB09145
To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1920-Aug-28
O friends of God! Upon them be the Glory of God, the Most S (_gl:;-\ !

Glorious!

Dr. Zia and the handmaid of God Zinat have resided in the
Holy Land for a considerable time. Now they are returning
to America with the handmaid of God Habur. As they have
attained the blessing of pilgrimage to the two Holy Thresholds—
the Shrine of Baha’u’llah and the Most Exalted Shrine—you
must show them the utmost consideration as is befitting. I
have the greatest kindness towards them.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Words to Genevieve Coy spoken in Sept. 1920

ABDUL-BAHA: “Mr. Vail is a good man, a sincere man. He
is very illumined.”
CORA GRAY: “It is through his teaching that we are here.”

ABDUL-BAHA: “You must be very grateful to him. He has
been the cause of your life. He has educated you. He has no
aim save to serve the Kingdom.
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“Some people are ready for education. They are like the fer-
tile ground. Some have not capacity, they are like the barren
or salty ground. His Holiness Christ has told a story of the
seed that fell on stony ground and so it could not grow. Other
seeds fell in the shallow earth, and they soon withered away.
But some fell on the good fertile earth, and grew and produced
fruit. So it is with my words. Some fall on hearts that have no
capacity; they do not take effect at all. Those people do not
understand. Others hear and seem to understand, but they
forget my words and do not live in accordance with them. But
others have great capacity; they hear my words; they under-
stand; they live accordingly.

“Have you seen Jenabe Fazel in America?”
CORA GRAY: “Yes, twice, just before we left New York.”

ABDUL-BAHA: “He is a very pure-hearted man. He is a real
Bahai. He is confirmed in service. He who is confirmed is
confirmed in all things. Of the Persians who have gone to
America only two have been fully confirmed Bahais - his honor,
Abul Fazl, and his honor, Fazel. They are both very good.”

Then the Master told the story of Mirza Abul Fazl, and the
FEnglish ladies who insisted on seeing him! Finally, when they
had knocked very persistently and continuously, Mirza Abul
Fazl became tired of hearing it, so he went to the door and said,
“Abul Fazl is not here.” Up to this point in the story, the Master
had been speaking in Persian or Arabic, and Rouhi Effendi had
been interpreting, but when the Master came to this part, he
spoke in English, very distinctly, and then repeated it, “Abul
Fazl is not here!” and then he smiled the most adorable smile!

When we first saw the Master, he asked whether we had had
any troubles or difficulties on the way. Cora replied that if we
had had any, we had now forgotten all of them.

ABDUL-BAHA: “There is a Persian poet who says that when
one has attained to the goal of one’s journey, the end of one’s
search, he forgets all that has happened on the way.”

Cora said that the friends in Alexandria and Cairo had been
so kind to us, and had helped us so much.

ABDUL-BAHA: “That is the duty of any Bahai. He is greater
who serves most. That is the way to progress. Some flowers
have color and no fragrance. Some have both fragrance and
color; some have neither. So it is with the hearts of men.”

SW_v12#11 p.182-183, BLO_ PN#111
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AB02554

To: Howard Macnutt, in New York
Date: 1920-Sep-01

O thou my dear heavenly friend and old associate!

Although communication and correspondence has not been
continuous, yet be assured that I have not, for a moment,
forgotten thee. Thou art always in my memory, because the
bonds of the Kingdom of Sanctity are between (us). This bond
is like unto two mirrors which are facing each other. It is not
possible that a picture be reflected in this one mirror unless it
appears in the other (mirror).

Then it is clear and evident that when two hearts become at-
tached to each other, continuous communication will be cre-
ated between them; the breathings of the Holy Spirit will en-
velope them, and the Grace of the Bounty of the Kingdom of
Abha will shine forth in such a way that it will permeate all
the limbs and organs. When the lamp is lighted it projects its
light onto the reflector from which the light is reflected to all
sides.

In short, it is my hope that in front of the effulgence of the
Sun of Reality, that Eternal Grace, thou art in the utmost
luminosity that shall illumine eternal ages and centuries. What
Bounty can be greater than this? What Bestowal can be better
than this? It is my hope that thou wilt always raise the melody
of Severance and Sanctity, bestowing enjoyment unto the ears
of the spiritual concourse in such a way that it may reach the
ears of these longing ones.

Convey the utmost kindness in my behalf to the assured maid-
servant of God, Mrs. MacNutt, and upon thee be the Glory of
Abha!

Consider thou with what a Baha'’i spirit and kindness this letter
has been written!

BSTW#433
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AB03987

To: William H Randall, in Boston
Date: 1920-Sep-01

O spiritual beloved! From the day of departure from the Holy
Land when you set out for America until now, every morn-
ing and dawn I have supplicated and beseeched the Kingdom
of God and asked for boundless assistance and favor for you,
that you might be successful in service. Praise be to God, the
prayers and entreaties of Abdul-Baha in the Abha Kingdom
were accepted and you became successful in service. In truth,
you are a son of the Kingdom and confirmed by the breaths of
the Holy Spirit. You have no rest day or night and strive with
utmost power to carry out affairs. The cry of “Well done! Well
done!” reaches repeatedly from the Abha Kingdom. My hope
is that you may become a sign of guidance and a banner of
the Kingdom of God so that divine confirmations may arrive
successively and doors may open before you and the rays of
the Sun of Reality may shine upon you, illumining your face
and character. Convey my utmost respect and kindness to the
esteemed maidservant of God, Mrs. Randall. Know with cer-
tainty that in service and servitude at the Divine Threshold
you are my partner and associate. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

BLO__PT#028c, BSTW#257

ABO07473

To: Sophia Engelhorn, in Santa Cruz, CA
Date: 1920-Sep-01

O thou possessor of an enlightened heart!

2 Thy letter has been received. Praise be unto God thou art
a Truth-seeker and it is my hope that thou wilt explain the
Truth too, that is, thou wilt obtain the utmost attachment to
Truth. What thou hast written is right that in this world there
is no shelter and refuge, save the shelter of God. The world is
a universe of test. Everybody who is thinking of besmearing
himself (or herself) with the unreal world and not (attaching
himself or herself) to the real, he (or she) is a field of bad
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character and not that of justice and fairness. Man cannot I c&la » ol o;/ 5 dde & Sl
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heart (from the world) and its attachment to the Kingdom of

God.
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ABU0724

Words spoken at Shrine of the Bab, 1920-Sep-05 in Haifa

The truth is that this place has a spiritual atmosphere. There
are many beautiful views, but they have no spiritual atmo-
sphere. All the prophets have been on Mt. Carmel, but in the
mountains of Lebanon there were no prophets. It is strange
that all the world is one, yet this part has become especially
blessed. Palestine has been mentioned by God continually.
But Sumal, Lebanon, and Damascus have never been men-
tioned. There was a magnificent temple of the sun at Baalbek.
Its ruins still exist. It is written in the Koran: “God gives His
bounty and favor to whomsoever He willeth.” So it is with this
land.

The heart is attracted here. His Holiness Elijah dwelt in a cave
below this spot. At that time all the children of Israel were
opposed to the religion of God. They were engaged in their
own passions and pursuits. Only their name indicated that
they were the people of His Holiness Moses. If His Holiness
Moses had come among them at that time he would not have
recognized them. He would have said: “I do not consider them
as my own, for they have entirely forsaken the religion of God.
They are deprived of the law of God. There is no light at all
remaining in them. They are like a negro servant whose name
is Diamond. His name is Diamond but he is a black servant.”
Such was their condition.

Then His Holiness Elijah educated certain souls in this cave.
He educated pure and sincere souls as they ought to be and
sent them among the children of Israel. They began to teach
and call the children of Israel back to God. They called them
back to the law of God. His Holiness Elijah gathered all their
chief men together and brought them to the top of this moun-
tain. There were three hundred and sixty of these chief men.
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But however much he taught and counselled them he obtained
no result. He tried to guide them, but it was no use. For sev-
eral years he worked to educate them. At the end no result
was apparent. He realized that they would corrupt other souls.
Then he had these three hundred and sixty men put to death.
Then the rest of the children of Israel returned to their orig-
inal spiritual morals and behavior. Then they regained their
spiritual life. The everlasting glory again became apparent.
They overcame the neighboring tribes. They rebuilt the Holy
Temple. The laws of God were put into effect.

Then when His Holiness Elijah had finished his work he left
it and went away. He retired. They thought he had ascended
to Heaven. But no, having accomplished his work, he retired.
He had no attachment to the world. When his object was
accomplished he retired from the world. When he realized that
his work was done he devoted himself to his own development.

The sincerity of a pure person is apparent in his deeds and
activities. His Holiness Elijah tried very much and labored
very hard. Then when the way became smooth and the time of
comfort and ease came he went away. He had no attachment to
this world. All the thoughts of man, every trace which he leaves
behind him must be heavenly. He must have no attachment to
this world. This world is like the waves of the sea. It does not
last. The wise person does not attach his heart to waves.

SW_ v11#16 p.269-270, PN_ 1920 p030, PN_ 1920 p054, PN_ 1920 p090,
PN_1920_heh p012, PN__1920_ heh_ haifa p013, STAB#053
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Words spoken at Shrine of the Bab, 1920-Sep-05 in Haifa
Question/topic: Is it better to attend the Unitarian or some other church?

It is well to worship in any place where the thought is turned
to God. Whether the place is home, church, or mosque, the
object is to turn to God. But if there is a Mashrekol-Azkar it
is better to worship there. In the other worshiping places the
hearts are not engaged in worshiping God. They are turned to
the world. Therefore in those places the breaths of the Merciful
are not inhaled. But if there is no Mashrekol-Azkar, there is
no harm in going to other worshiping places.
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When I was in America I used to go to churches to speak. When
I entered they were engaged in worshiping. I also used to stand
up and turn to the Kingdom of God. After they had finished
their prayer I used to give the Divine Glad Tidings. I used
to give the proofs and evidences of God. I gave the teachings
of the Blessed Beauty. All listened. There was no opposition.
In truth I turned to God when I entered the churches. When
they were in the congregation of God and were singing songs
I enjoyed it. When they were shouting “My God, my God!” 1
was happy.

When His Holiness Christ gathered his disciples together on
that last night, it was not in a church, it was in a room. On
that night they had the Last Supper. It was in a room. The
idea is that the heart should be attracted, the spirit filled with
Divine Glad Tidings and the soul turned to God. This is the
object. Other things are secondary.

SW_ v11#16 p.268-269, PN_ 1920 p031, PN_ 1920 p091
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Words spoken at House of the Master in Haifa, 1920-Sep-05

I hope the health of the friends is good. Today you went to
visit the Shrine of the Bab. Are you happy?

His Holiness Christ was once eating grapes. He said, ‘I will
not eat grapes again until I eat them anew with you in the
Kingdom,” But the grapes of the Kingdom are not like these
grapes (referring to the grapes on the table). In the Kingdom
there are no grapes like these. Now also, I say to you all. We
will eat together of the Divine Bounty, that is Divine food, God
willing, in the Kingdom. Its taste is everlasting. Its strength
and power is everlasting. God willing, we will eat together
there of that heavenly food.

SW_ v11#16 p.270, PN_1920 p031, PN_1920 p055, PN_1920 p091,
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ABU1725

Words spoken on 1920-Sep-07 in Haifa/Akka

The body of man is from the world of nature. His body is
akin to that of the animal. He has animal tendencies. But
the Divine power in him is great. His spirit is pure, sanctified
and heavenly. His body is satanic. If his spiritual qualities
overcome his animal qualities he becomes illumined, full of
activities and good qualities. But if the animal qualities over-
come the spiritual, the spiritual will be entirely extinguished.
All the qualities will be animalistic. In such a state the love
of self is found; man is immersed in passion; darkness succeeds
darkness. Man becomes negligent of God. No sign of his spiri-
tuality remains.

This is why His Holiness Christ says that we must be born
again. When man is born from the womb of the mother he
is freed from material darkness. In the same way he must be
born from the world of nature so that he may become free from
the darkness of the world of nature. This is the second birth.

Man must always strive to have his spirit overcome his body.
When his spirit overcomes his body, the second birth takes
place and he becomes freed from imperfections. He becomes
filled with virtues. He becomes nearer the Divine and follows
the Divine teachings. He becomes like a lighted candle. This
is the reality of the subject. But when he is immersed in the
world of nature he is like an animal, a fierce animal. He displays
all the world qualities.

SW_ v11#16 p.269, PN_1920 p032, PN_1920 p056, PN_1920 p092,
PN_1920 heh p014, PN_1920_heh_ haifa p021
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To: Yaqub Muttahidih
Date: 1920-Sep-07

O thou faithful servant of the Desired One! In truth, this event ) 42ad |3 s 522 & 2> byl *ols (<!
was a devastating wound and caused confusion and disorder. 5 w5 QLo Olul 35 dhels 32 o asdly
Yet from another perspective it was a divine bounty, for in 1,355 Al Cnse i; S ol g s dlla
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of faithfulness and demonstrated perfect firmness and stead-
fastness with utmost power. The true servant is the trusted
servant, and one who is exposed to trials and afflictions - this
is proof of nearness to the divine threshold. May thou follow
the example of the Beauty of the Most High in tribulations and
trials, and receive thy portion from this supreme bounty. As
for the commercial matters, God willing they will again find
order and arrangement. Now efforts are being made to orga-
nize and arrange them, and confirmations are arriving. After
affairs are settled and organized, whenever appropriate thou
art permitted to attain the presence. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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Words to Genevieve Coy et al, spoken on 1920-Sep-08 in Haifa/Akka

The Master said that he was sorry not to have seen us more,
but that he had been very busy while we were there. But, he
continued, it is not the length of time that onespends here that
is important. Some people stay a short time, and then go and
do great service. Other people are here a long time, and they
learn nothing.

There is some wood that is very dry; it catches fire quickly and
burns well. There is other wood that is so wet that it will not
burn even though you should try for a whole day. There is
no result but smoke. It will not blaze, it will not keep anyone
warm; it will not even cook anything! As he said the latter he
smiled.

But when Ruha Khanum translated it, Cora laughed out loud.
That seemed to delight the Master, for he laughed very heartily
with the most unaffected enjoyment.
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ABO05475

To: Mikae Komatsu, in Japan
Date: 1920-Sep-09

O thou blessed soul! (Miss Mikae Komatsu, who in later years
was known as Mrs. Tadako Arakawa)

Thy letter was received. It was not a letter. It was a scent bag
of the musk-deer from which the fragrance of the love of God
was perceived. After I read it, I turned to the Kingdom of the
Merciful and supplicated so that thy soul may become purified;
that thy heart may be converted into a brasier of the fire of
the love of God; that in every moment thou mayest find the
Light of Truth radiating; that thou mayest kindle the lamp of
Guidance; that thou mayest seek heavenly joy and happiness,
and mayest consecrate thy life to the service of the Heavenly
Father.

I feel the utmost kindness toward thee. And I pray, through the
Infinite Bounties, for a spiritual dynamic force and a heavenly
blessing unto thee. Convey to all the friends my greetings and
love.

JWTA.039

AB02688

To: Mirza Isa Daragahi, in Kirman
Date: 1920-Sep-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.

Praise be to God, thou didst arrive safely and securely under
the protection of the All-Merciful in Kerman, and didst behold
the luminous faces of the friends of God. Thou became a cause
of joy and gladness to all, and like the morning breeze, brought
freshness and vigor to the chosen ones of Truth. The soil of
Kerman hath been intoxicating from ancient times, and the
people of Kerman are full of enthusiasm and ecstasy - they
are neither dispirited nor withered. They possess heads full of
passion and hearts full of spirit and sweet fragrance. Praise be
to God, through the efforts of the friends, the Word of God
is being spread, hearts are gladdened, souls are attracted, and
eyes are turned toward the Kingdom of Mysteries.
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His honor Muhammad Khan is truly a sign of the All-Merciful
and a cause of guidance to others. He possesses a pure heart,
a radiant countenance, and a spirit attracted to the manifest
light. Convey to him on my behalf the utmost love and heart-
felt attachment.

As for the matter of the Spiritual Assembly in villages where
the friends do not have a community, its establishment is not
necessary, and regarding affairs in the outskirts of Kerman,
they should refer to the Spiritual Assembly of Kerman. And
if a majority is present in the Spiritual Assembly, consultation
is permissible.

In any case, the nostrils of the longing ones are perfumed with
the musk-laden fragrances of Kerman, and it is hoped that that
region will become redolent with musk, and souls will arise
who will become signs of the mercy of the Lord and standards
of guidance of the One True God. Convey to all my longing
greetings, and upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

It is not possible to write more than this; indeed, there is not
even time to write one line. Please excuse me, and upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04802

To: Afnan Alai, Habibullah et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Sep-10

O branches sprung from the Divine Lote Tree! Your recent
letter arrived stating that the aforementioned house was pur-
chased on the 22nd of Ramadan for two thousand six hundred
tumans in cash plus one hundred seventy-five tumans as settle-
ment for right of rescission, totaling two thousand seven hun-
dred seventy-five tumans. This final seven hundred seventy-five
tumans will also be sent by whatever means possible, God will-
ing. Write down the account of the house purchase clearly so
that proper payment can be made. As for the deed of the Bagh-
dad house, we have purchased it twice and again it has slipped
from our grasp - once in the name of the late Aqa Siyyid Ah-
mad and once in the name of Haji Husayn. After the death of
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both, the house was lost both times. Arrange matters in such
a way that no difficulties arise in the future.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09301

To: Kaykhusraw Hurmuzdyar Rustam, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Sep-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
It was a clear proof of the unity and oneness of the divine
friends. This was news that brought joy. I beseech the divine
favors that this unity and oneness may increase day by day,
and that not a single soul may remain except that they enter
this circle of oneness with the utmost love and kindness. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

The sum that was sent has been received.
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AB09901

To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Sep-11

O Lord! These stainless souls grew contemptuous of the world
of dust and have ascended unto Thy kingdom. From this dreary
world they have winged their flight unto the realm of resplen-
dent glory. Weary and dejected they languished in this puny
nest, eagerly waiting to set out for their celestial habitation.
They moved swiftly and sped forth on their flight until they
attained unto Thee. O Forgiving One! Grant them Thy for-
giveness. O All-Loving One! Bestow upon them Thy tender
O All-Sufficing One! Give them Thy bounty and be

care.
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their comforter and companion. Thou art the Pardoner, the
Resplendent, the Bestower, the Lord of Strength.

BRL_FIRE_ AB#02

AB01219

To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Sep-12

How can I mention You, O Lord of the highest heavens, and
open my lips in Your remembrance among humanity, when
calamity has surrounded me from all directions? I do not reach
morning except hearing the sound of wailing from the hearts of
the loved ones, and I do not reach evening except receiving let-
ters announcing aggression against Your humble servants. The
ranks have been formed, swords have been drawn, and thou-
sands have attacked these oppressed ones in every region like
predatory wolves and fierce beasts with hostile claws - tearing
flesh, breaking bones, shedding blood and staining the earth
with the blood of the loved ones.

And among them, my God, was that exemplar of refinement,
subject to fatigue and hardship, Haji Arab. He was ignited
with the fire of Your love among Your creation and was at-
tracted to the Kingdom of Your mercy among Your loved ones.
He was occupied with Your remembrance night and day, and
supplicated to You evening and morning. He would recite the
Qur’an with careful pronunciation and would delve deep into
the meanings of this Noble Book morning and night, finding
in its verses the fountain of living waters and guidance to the
path of salvation. He delighted in what You inspired him of
the mystery of the Qur’an and taught him of the reality of the
Furqan.

3 But the oppressors rose up with a great calumny, not fearing
You on the Day of Judgment, and slandered him with clear
injustice, claiming that he had burned this Noble Book and
Wise Remembrance. Then they arrested him and imprisoned
him in a secure jail under heavy chains and fetters. Then they
took him, oppressed and subjugated, to the cross and hanged
him on that lofty pole through their severe tyranny.
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Lord! Hearts have been burned, garments rent, and sorrows

intensified in mourning this noble martyr. Tears have flowed,

sighs have risen, and death-throes have overtaken Your humble
servants from this severe aggression. Lord! Lord! The loved
ones are in great danger and enemies surge and swell from
near and far. Have mercy on the broken hearts, the flowing
tears, and the burning innards. Protect the oppressed from
the evil of the oppressors and aid them through Your power
that encompasses all worlds.

Then elevate the stations of that guided man whose pure and
purified blood was spilled on the dusty earth in Your path by
every sinful aggressor. Lord! Enter him into the Kingdom of
Your mercy and the Paradise of Your uniqueness, comfort him
through Your grace and favors, and seat him upon the throne
of majesty in the Kingdom of Beauty through Your generosity
and kindnesses. Verily You are the Generous, You are the
Merciful, and You are the Possessor of great bounty.
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To: Aga Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1920-Sep-12

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and its details were noted. The sorrows of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart
always come from discord arising among the friends. External
calamities have no effect - there is no wisdom in afflictions from
without, for whatever comes from outsiders is expected, as we
have no expectations of them. But if antipathy and discord
arise among the friends, it has an infinite effect. Night and day
I supplicate and implore at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty,
crying and lamenting: “O Thou Peerless Beloved! Cause Thy

friends to blend with one another, make Thy loved ones sincere.

Join their hearts together, grant their souls fellowship, so that
all may forget stranger and friend alike, tread Thy path, speak
of Thy mysteries, and seek Thy good-pleasure.”
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2 I have always been and continue to be pleased with you, but
now I hope you will become the cause of perfect harmony
among the divine friends. Let them care for one another -
let the youth show respect and consideration for the elderly,
and let the elderly be loving fathers to the youth. This I ask of
you: that you step forward and strive earnestly in this joyous
endeavor.

Turkistan is in turmoil and faces danger each day. Until the
friends become as one being and move in complete unity, they
will find no rest or tranquility, but rather will become scattered
and dispossessed. “O my God! Unite the hearts of Thy loved
ones, make Thy friends’ souls one, cause them to be united
and in agreement in all matters. Gather them at the fountain
of Thy mercy among Thy creatures and beneath the banner
of Thy oneness among Thy creation. Assemble them under
the standard of human unity and protect them in the shelter
of Thy protection from every affliction. Verily Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Compelling, the Generous, the
Merciful.”

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The affairs of the Af-
nan in Iran are in disarray. Their only means of livelihood
is from the properties in ‘Ishqabad, therefore you must strive
with all the friends to preserve their rights, especially you, so
that proper organization and order may be established and
their property revenues may be fully and completely sent to
Yazd to provide for their livelihood and be the means of their
comfort and ease. This matter is very important to ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Whoever shows effort in this will surely receive heavenly
blessings and divine confirmations. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB05636

To: Aqa Siyyid Asadullah, in Khurasan
Date: 1920-Sep-12

The letter you wrote dated 19 Shawwal 1338 was received.
Some time ago a letter was written and sent to you which
will surely reach you. And now despite lack of time I am writ-
ing this brief note. According to what you wrote you have
traveled to Khurasan. Jinab-i-Munir ibn Samander traveled
to that land some time ago and with complete sanctity and de-
tachment created such enthusiasm in hearts that they became
enamored with the Beloved of the horizons and enchanted by
the Luminary of effulgence. Now you too, God willing, with
utmost purity and detachment like him are stirring that re-
gion like a breeze and good news will arrive from that land.
The mail service is irregular and most letters get lost, there-
fore communication has become difficult. Despite this I have
undertaken to write this letter and am writing something ad-
dressed to those you mentioned. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB08274

To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Shabistar
Date: 1920-Sep-12

O blessed soul in Shabistar! At a time when the people of
mystical knowledge were resting in the cradle of peace and
security, Shaykh Shabistari composed a poem which was truly
inspired by divine revelation. It is this:

“If ‘I am the Truth’ be allowable from a tree
Why should it not be allowable from one of blessed destiny?”

In any case, you are now in that land and possess hearing and
sight, and have been enkindled by the fire of the love of God
and have burned away the veils. Strike such a flame that the
fire of love may reach to the zenith of heaven, and breathe such
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a breath that it may bestow the spirit of life upon the seekers.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10274

To: Yiganih, Hasan Itisamud-Dawlih et al.
Date: 1920-Sep-12

...O Beloved of the horizons! Bestow upon Thy yearning ser-
vant a portion of illumination. Make his spirit joyous and free
his heart from attachment to water and clay. Make him radi-
ant as a flower and cause his eyes to shed tears like rain clouds,
that he may burn and be consumed in the fire of Thy love, and
may chant sweet melodies in Thy praise and glorification. O
Lord! Grant him success and make him distinguished in both
worlds. Thou art the Powerful and the Mighty.
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AB02722

To: Ardishir Hakim, in Palestine
Date: 1920-Sep-13

O visitor to the two Holy Thresholds, may my spirit be sac-
rificed for them! Praise God that this sea voyage ended in a
desert - what a desert! The nest and dwelling place of all the
Prophets, even His Holiness Zoroaster that great one also made
a journey to these regions and met with some of the Prophets
of Israel. This is the Valley of Security and the desert of Sinai
and the flame of light and the source of divine lights and the
dawning-place of infinite favors, and you have attained to vis-
iting it.

2 Now return and strive with utmost humility, submissiveness
and lowliness to create love between the friends of God. En-
deavor and be enthusiastic that perhaps a new love may arise
and become the cause of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart’s joy.
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The passage you had written from the Book of the Covenant
should always be before your eyes and you should ponder its
meanings. If we succeed in fulfilling its contents, that alone
is sufficient. Some of the sacred writings that the Spiritual
Assembly deems appropriate may be published.

Convey my utmost kindness to Mehr Ali. T ask God that He
may set his affairs right so he may attain his desires. Convey
greetings and utmost kindness to the friends in Bombay and
Pune. My hope is that Mehraban Rustam will be freed from
grief and his companion Khorman Shirzad will become hopeful.

My heart’s ultimate desire is love and unity among the friends.
My hope is that you will strive in this good cause. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06066

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Dihgan, in Shahrud
Date: 1920-Sep-13

O servant of God! Your letter arrived and the afflictions, trials
and calamities that befell were made known.

“Love was from the first rebellious and bloodthirsty
So that whoever was an outsider would flee.”

This is the path of God - the poison of tribulation is honey and
pure flowing water. He says: “Through tribulation doth the
countenance of Baha shine forth.” In truth, the oppression of
the tyrants is endless and the loved ones of God are each day
caught in some new calamity in the path of the All-Merciful.
But the end result is endless glory. I hope they may be un-
der the protection of the All-Merciful Lord. Convey utmost
love and kindness on my behalf to your honored father Aqa
Mirza Muhammad and your honored brother Mirza ‘Abbas
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and the steadfast maidservant of God Rubabih and Jinab-i-
Mirza Tirazullah and all the loved ones of God. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08333

To: Hurmuzdiyar Ardishir et al.
Date: 1920-Sep-13

O divine friends! Ardishir Khudadad traveled a long distance
and crossed the sea until he reached the land of his desire
and attained the honor of visiting the illumined threshold of
Sinai, laying his head upon the Most Exalted Shrine. He re-
membered the friends and thought of you, requesting that this
letter be written. The remembrance of friends is auspicious
to the Friend, especially as this Layli belongs to that Maj-
nun. In any case, he fulfilled the rights of fellowship and, at
the divine threshold, beseeched heavenly bestowals. He sought
divine bounty and yearned for celestial confirmation. I hope
that his prayer will be answered and that aid and favor will
encompass him.
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AB09025

To: Shurush Furud in Akka et al., in Bombay
Date: 1920-Sep-13

O Lord! These pure souls have hastened from the earthly realm
to the world of the celestial spheres. They acknowledge their
sins and confess their shortcomings. They have no hope save
in Thy grace and favor, and no desire except to take refuge
in Thy forgiveness and pardon. These helpless souls had no
capital except trust in Thee. They have clung to the hem of
Thy bounty. O Thou Forgiver! Pardon their sins, cover their
faults, and bestow Thy gifts, that they may attain endless
bounties in the hidden Kingdom and witness Thy beauty and
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perfection in the gathering of divine manifestation. Thou art
the Forgiver, Thou art the Bestower, Thou art the Kind One.
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AB12622

To: Tawfiq Tabibzadih, Yaqub et al.
Date: 1920-Sep-13

O ye servants of God! This recent letter was received. Through
the assistance and favor of the Most Holy One, I hope that
you may abide under His protection in the utmost joy and fra-
grance. Convey on my behalf the utmost love and kindness
to Jinab-i-Aqa Khakham and likewise to Jinab-i-Mirza Davud,
his illustrious son. I await the divine favors that He may shel-
ter all under His protection and crown them with His infinite
bestowals. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

3 0 O dewy i) Pasl ol (A 0B )
3 & il o] oo O Cule
BTUL; "\:‘t‘\‘ OLA..)) Cj) C’.’.LY‘ DL j\ ol:;
EN Gl s o Sl o0 S50 plbls
L}:l‘? Jﬁl"" ‘3-7"3 ‘)J}" uu uk’.“” 9 .4\.:')\.3
by 53 1y 8 8 p i A Sl 5l ol
'&L‘J’ J‘J’j"" ‘-’lili,d JML) Ja5 oLz.; g}“.)"

eV e

KASH.251
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To: Mirza Fadlullah Nuri Awrangi Nizamul-Mamalik, in Takur
Date: 1920-Sep-1/+

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Praise be to God, you are
the worthy descendant of that illustrious personage who from
the beginning of life until his final breath was the recipient
of the favors of the Ancient Beauty and in all circumstances
remained firm and steadfast. Although the loftiness of station
and nobility of character of that great soul remains unknown
until now, soon it will become evident and manifest. This
is among the divine traditions that His blessed servants ulti-
mately raise high the banner, eternal glory is revealed, and
they become renowned throughout the horizons. In the time
of the Prophet, peace be upon Him, the station and rank of
the pure Imams and sincere loved ones was unknown. Now
observe what has transpired - Qanbar, the servant and slave
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of His Holiness the Prince [Imam ‘Ali], peace be upon him,
achieved what renowned glory, though in his own time he had
neither name nor trace, neither mention nor praise. Likewise
the apostles of Christ, peace be upon Him, were mere fisher-
men, nameless and lowly in their time. Now observe how they
shine bright from the horizon of eternal glory.

> In any case, a visitation prayer has issued from the Pen of the
Covenant for that luminous essence, and you should recite this
visitation prayer at his pure grave on my behalf:

3 Visitation Prayer for His Honor Aqa Mirza Hasan who as-
cended to the Supreme Horizon:

Upon you be greetings and praise, and upon you be the layers
of light descending from heaven, O you who are related to the
Blessed Tree, who sprouted from the Divine Lote Tree. Blessed
are you and blessed is your connection to the Divine Thresh-
old. I bear witness that you believed in the Supreme Lord
and the Primal Point, the Eternal Essence and the Luminous
Reality, the Most Exalted One, may my spirit be sacrificed
for Him, who gave the people glad tidings of the rising of the
Sun of Baha in the Greater Resurrection. You responded with
complete sincerity and purity when the Call was raised from
the highest apex by the Sun of Truth, the Luminary of the
Supreme Concourse, the Center of Lights, the Dawning Place
of Mysteries, the Most Glorious Beauty, may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for His loved ones. You were firm and grew from a goodly
tree, branching forth with boughs that will grow and develop
through God’s favors until the end that has no end. Upon you
be God’s praise, upon you be God’s glory, upon you be mercy
from the Lord of the last and the first. Blessed is the one who
visits your pure grave and illumined resting place, and com-
munes with his Lord with a throbbing heart and flowing tears
at your perfumed tomb. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Beauty.
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To: Nur Alishah, in Yazd
Date: 1920-Sep-16

O servant of the divine Threshold! Your letter was received.
Some time ago a letter was written, and now in view of the mat-
ter you had written about, this brief response is being written
as well.

You had written that you have presented a spice shop as a
gift to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This gift is accepted, but you should
sell it and spend its proceeds on the poor among the friends.
Convey to all the divine friends on my behalf the Most Glorious
Greetings.

The friends in Yazd are truly special servants of the Truth
and near ones of the divine court, for they endured severe
hardships in the path of God and suffered many tribulations,
and in the great tests they never wavered. In the Qur’an it
states: “We will surely test you with something of fear and
hunger and loss of wealth and lives and fruits.” The friends in
that land fell into these five tests to the most severe degree, but
through the power of faith and the Covenant they withstood
all these afflictions and calamities. Like pure gold they became
radiant in the fire of tests, and like firmly-rooted trees they
did not waver from storms and tempests. From the breeze of
providence they became verdant and flourishing. This is the
meaning of the blessed verse “O fire! Be thou cold and a means
of safety!”

Therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha has engaged in their mention with ut-
most longing. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ardikani, Mihdi et al.
Date: 1920-Sep-16

O ye two servants of the Divine Threshold! Your letter was
received. There is no time for a detailed reply, so I write briefly.
The painful events in Shahrud are clear and known, and some
time ago a response was written to console the friends. Praise
be to God that in this severe test they were like a mountain
of iron. It is hoped that these transgressions will come to an
end. Write the details of these events to Jinab-i-Bagirof, and
whenever return to your familiar homeland becomes possible,
returning would be better. And upon you both be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB02676

To: George O Latimer, in Portland, OR
Date: 1920-Sep-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou hast been enabled to visit numerous gatherings of the
friends in several places and observe their loving countenances.

Mr. Fazel is truly in the utmost sincerity and has no purpose
except service to the Cause of God. Miss Martha Root is a
cherished maidservant of God. My hope is that Miss Martha
Root and Mrs. Lucy Wilson will be assisted and enabled to
attain complete spirituality and radiance. Mr. Agnew is a
faithful servant of God and Mr. Wilhelm is sacrificial. You
will certainly observe that in every gathering they succeed in
eloquent speech.

Always correspond with the friends in Germany, Japan and
Australia. I beseech God that active teachers be raised up
who will illumine the horizons of America.

The memorial for His Honor Mirza Abul-Fadl is very appropri-
ate and fitting.
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Convey my utmost love to Mr. and Mrs. Wade and their fam-
ily. They truly strove with utmost sincerity in organizing the
gatherings and this service is accepted in the Abha Kingdom.

As for thy father and mother, they are highly respected
by Abdul-Baha but their presence in the Holy Land is not
presently in accordance with wisdom. Let them wait.

His Honor Mr. Remey, that illumined and heavenly person,
is engaged in service in Germany and Holland. He has not a
moment’s rest and does not draw a breath except that he raises
the call to the Kingdom of God.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v12#03 p.057-058

AB02325

Date: 1920-Sep-19

My God, my God! Hearts have overflowed with sorrows and
tears have streamed in grief from this deprivation when ears
heard the bearer of sad tidings announce the death of Thy
servant Muhammad Nazim, who has left the depths of dust
and whose spirit has soared to the highest paradise. Hearts
were troubled and tears flowed from this calamity which has
raised up the resurrection of eyes and intensified the griefs upon
Thy sincere servants with the severest pains.

O Lord! He was a truthful servant at Thy Supreme Thresh-
old, a brilliant star in the horizon of guidance, and a shining
lamp among the beloved. He turned to Thee with a breast
expanded by Thy great bounty and a spirit gladdened by the
outpourings of the Supreme Concourse. He bore every hard-
ship and suffering, and was not deterred by the blame of any
critic among the enemies. Rather, he remained firm in Thy
love with the firmness of immovable mountains and arose to
serve Thee with a heart freed from desires and hopes. He be-
came renowned among Thy creation by Thy name through the
firmness of faith.

O Lord! He has returned to Thee with a submissive heart and
humble spirit, arriving before Thee with no provision except
trust in Thee and supplication before Thee. He yearns for Thy

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sy OV G il 5 A A
DY o L 0lo gt o Tand gl
S LU SR S U
DL ol ) a5y IR e
dpall lge gyl oomdl 5 QA O e
SR RUR-CI AN RERCUREIP

VU G2 ) Sl

z

Wy Ul Ko Bslo Tae 08 41 O,
DoVl cp Bl bl s bl 1 3 s
5 A Saa g e sy SN )
E 7 5 VW Sl s &3
TV e A ) odab oo it
¢l 5 JLd ﬁ\}w)\ Ot S Je ot
5 UV GLYI e 106 e Saaas e
OV o Sl Sals (22

el ma s pols o S ey Ry
# ol s e KA sl e Ko 161,

84


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_12/Issue_3

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

ABO05135

pardon and forgiveness, and finds solace in the melody of Thy
great favors and his soul is assured by Thy glorious kindnesses.

O Lord! Through Thy grace and bounty, confirm his reliance
upon Thee and his belief in Thy pardon and forgiveness. Ver-
ily, Thou dost not disappoint those who hope in Thee nor deny
those who seek Thee. Therefore, elevate his stations and estab-
lish him in lofty gardens. Admit him to the garden of meeting
and seat him upon the throne of eternity. Intoxicate him with
the choice wine of faithfulness and make easy for him what he
desires, that he may glorify Thy praise in the unseen realm and
sing Thy remembrance like birds upon the Tuba tree. Verily,
Thou art the Pardoner, verily, Thou art the Forgiver, verily,
Thou art the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Fazlullah Banan, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Sep-19
O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received. .am2 Ao a dey I Sl Olg, » W0 (6l

Though it was brief, the communication between hearts is de-
tailed. The spiritual messenger and the conscientious courier
are constantly coming and going. Praise be to God that the
friends in Shiraz are humble and suppliant at the Threshold
of Oneness, and are intimate and harmonious with each other.
For this reason, no disturbing news arrives from that land, and
the feelings of hearts should day by day become the remover
of sorrows. At all times keep wisdom in view, for the gazelles
of the wilderness of unity have dogs lying in wait, seeking an
opportunity to stretch forth the hand of aggression. My hope
is that the friends will remain protected and preserved under
the shelter of the Merciful One’s protection. Some time ago a
letter arrived from you and a reply was written, and the receipt
of the gift was acknowledged. Now too, whatever you had sent
has been received. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Pauline Bothner, in Stuttgart

Date: 1920-Sep-19

O thou dear one!

Thy letter hath been received. Thanks unto God, that thou
wert cured from sickness.

Thou wert feeble, thou didst become strong. Though thou
didst not succeed

in seeing his honour ‘Azizu’llah Khan, yet thy nostrils were
perfumed with the fragrances

of the Rose-Garden of Truth. Unquestionably wilt thou attain
to spirituality.

I supplicate God to enable thee to become a Baha’i by deed
and serve of the world of

humanity, providing affection towards all the denominations of
the world, considering

all as thine own kin and growing to be a blessing of the All-
Nourisher.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal

BBBD.545

AB12532

To: Heinrich Schwab, in Esslingen

Date: 1920-Sep-19

O thou well-wisher of the world of humanity.

Praised be God that you have a pure heart that is delighted
with the Glad Tidings of God. You are detached from every
thought and your greatest wish is to render a heavenly service
to the world of humanity, so that the various denominations
and the different religions may cast off the garment of blind
imitation and put on the robe of truth, so that they may kindly
grow together and refrain from prejudices which are based on
ignorance, so that they may become the flowers of one garden
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and the waves of one ocean. It is my hope that you will attain
your greatest wish.

Upon you be Baha’u’llah EI Abha!

BBBD.548-549

AB12588

To: Goehring, Karl et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Sep-19

O ye two who are enchanted with reality! Your letter was
received. I prayed to the Kingdom of existence and beseeched
for divine assistance and bounties, that Mr. Carl Gohring may
achieve success in his medical practice and that both of you
may be confirmed in service to the oneness of mankind and
the worship of the True One.

2 Upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious!
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AB01633

To: Asadullah, in Bam
Date: 1920-Sep-20

Praise be to Him by Whose light the earth was illumined and
by Whose manifestation the heaven shone forth, Who appeared
at the right-hand side of the blessed spot, the Valley of Towa,
with rays beaming to all regions, whereupon the realities of
all things were moved, became humble and submissive, and
received benefit from this great bounty and supreme guidance,
and spoke in praise and glorification of their Lord in this mighty
age and noble century with exaltation and magnification. The
grounds of souls were shaken and brought forth their burdens
and related their tidings and what was revealed to them of hid-
den mysteries and guarded symbols. Blessed tidings to them!
Greetings and praise be upon the Dayspring of Guidance, the
Luminary of the Supreme Concourse, the Lamp of the highest
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heaven kindled and shining from the Most Glorious Horizon -
the Primal Point Who heralded the rising of the Sun of Truth
from the Dawning-Place of Glory - and upon those who were
attracted by its fragrances, whose breasts were dilated by its
verses, whose ears were delighted by its prayers, and for whom
the doors of inner meanings were opened through its words,
forever and ever.

O noble sage with radiant countenance and illumined heart!
With all humility and contrition I supplicate my Chosen Lord,
and I implore as a captive implores the Almighty King, and
I beseech for you support and protection from the onslaught
of the wicked, that your tongue may speak and your fingers
be loosened so that you may call out in remembrance of your
Lord among the righteous, and that your fingertips may move
to compose proofs and establish conclusive arguments against
the people of doubt and fancy, guiding people to the path of
guidance and reminding them of the great signs of your Lord,
removing the veil from their eyes through the appearance of
brilliant proofs of the Manifestation of the Interlocutor of the
Mount from the Sinai of Manifestation, the Paran of might
and power on the Day of Gathering and Resurrection. And
verily you, O dignified sage, arise to serve the Cause of God
with such power that the pillars of ignorance and evil will be
shaken, and the dense clouds in the horizon of existence will
vanish, until the Sun of Truth appears with brilliant rays in
the East and West of the earth. Verily your Lord will assist
you in this praiseworthy endeavor and abundant grace. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12575

To: Adolf Speith, in Germany
Date: 1920-Sep-20

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The letter which you wrote to the honored Mirza ‘Azizu’llah
Khan Bahadur was read through. It contained heavenly re-
alities. It contained intimate feelings of heavenly receptivity.
I pray to the Kingdom of God and implore for you heavenly
power, so that you may be confirmed in the service of God.

Upon you be the Glory of Abhal

BBBD.550

BBBD.549-550

ABU3214

Words spoken on 1920-Sep-20 in Haifa

He said that the belief of the Druses was very secret, but he
knew it: That they do not believe in any prophet, neither
Jesus or Mohammad, but in minor people, such as Peter, etc.
Their leader was a servant of Mohammad. They believe in
reincarnation. They veil and pretend to be a Muslim sect.
There are Druses [illeg.] this [illeg.] only.

PN_1920_ heh_ haifa p024

AB10479

To: Katherine Mckenzie, in Washington, DC
Date: 1920-Sep-22

O thou who art seeking for Truth! Thy letter has been received.
It is my supplication (to God) that thou mayest remain firm
and steadfast and that thou mayest not be shaken by the severe
tests. Thou hast asked about the pyramids. Pyramids are
numerous. Some of them are immersed in sand and some are
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still in existence. The great pyramid was built by Rameses
about four thousand and five hundred years ago....
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AB00589

To: Muayyidud-Dawlih the Prince, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Sep-23

O confirmed soul! Your eloquent and fluent letter was like
fragrant musk, diffusing the sweet scent of faith, certitude
and firmness in the Covenant. In truth it was a sign of love
and proof of steadfastness in the Cause of the Ancient Beauty.
Upon reading it, I immediately turned in supplication to the
threshold of oneness: “O kind Lord! Make this servant of the
threshold a confirmed spirit and an embodied light. Grant the
heart’s desire and make him a guardian of the Most Exalted
Threshold. Confirm him with the breathings of the Holy Spirit
and keep him protected and preserved in the shelter of Your
protection. Make him the recipient of bounty in this world
and beloved of the chosen ones in the realm above. Grant true
healing and bestow soul-certainty. Make him reach the Sacred
Threshold in both worlds.”

“O my God, my God! This is Your servant, attracted by Your
holy fragrances, engaged in Your remembrance, enkindled with
the fire of Your love. The flame of guidance has blazed in his
heart and the fires of longing burn within his breast and vi-
tals. He has arisen in faithfulness at Your most exalted holy
Threshold. Lord! Make him drink from the cup whose mixture
is of camphor. Admit him to the garden of joy through abun-
dant grace. Make easy for him every difficulty and answer his
prayer and confirm him in all affairs. Lord! He has followed
guidance among a band of people of passion and a group of
the wretched. Ordain for him what he desires and grant him
an exalted station.”

O steadfast one in the Covenant! That respected person took
hold of the blessed Quranic verse: “He said: ‘Dost thou not
believe?’ He replied: ‘Yes, but that my heart may be at rest.”’
This verse is the very truth. Although this request came from
the tongue of the people, yet Abraham attained complete faith
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in the Glorious Lord. Then he sought mighty assurance - not
that he tested God for faith, for none may test the people of
truth; rather the people of truth may test the servants. Vari-
ous peoples tested the Master of creation, the Beloved of the
Supreme One, upon Him be greetings and praise, making this
a condition of faith. Some said “We will not believe in you
until you cause a spring to gush forth from the earth.” Oth-
ers said “Or you have a garden of date palms and grapes with
rivers flowing abundantly through it.” Another group said “Or
you cause the sky to fall upon us in pieces as you claim” and so
forth. In response to these He was commanded to say “Glory
be to my Lord! Am I aught but a mortal messenger?”

Therefore that respected person must attain complete faith so
that he may say “that my heart may be at rest.” Abraham
sought the meaning of this verse for the weak ones, but out of
humility and submissiveness attributed it to himself. Similarly
the beloved Najjar in addressing his people said “Why should
I not worship Him Who created me and to Whom you shall re-
turn?” His blessed purpose was “Why do you not worship Him
Who created you and to Whom you shall return?” Otherwise
Abraham was illustrious, a soul at rest, pleasing and pleased,
a holy soul. Nevertheless, “He confirms whom He wishes in
what He wishes how He wishes. Despair not of God’s mercy
and lose not hope in God’s grace.”

[I ask God to shower upon him| His mercy and make his affairs
righteous and make him certain in his heart that healing is in
God’s hand, not in the physicians’ hands. Let him abandon
the device for water analysis, for analyzing water causes doubt.
The physicians’ treatment is but a slight means having effect in
the description of healing, not in the essence of healing. If that
respected person attains complete, firm, steadfast faith like
illustrious Abraham, he will surely know healing is decreed,
and let his pen name be “Southern Confidant.” And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07373

To: Ardishir Khusraw
Date: 1920-Sep-23

O Kind Lord! Mehtar Ardeshir seeks forgiveness for his father
and boundless, infinite pardon, so that his father may rest in
the shade of the tree of hope and be refreshed from the spring
of forgiveness, be cleansed and sanctified from the defilements
of the contingent world, and be adorned through the glorious
bounty of pardon and forgiveness. O All-Giving God! Fulfill
the desire of this servant at Thy threshold. Make Khosrow a
brilliant star and make him a flower of the rose garden and
meadow. Make him cherished in the hidden world, place the
crown of favors upon his head, and clothe him in the robe
of loving-kindness. Light the lamp of hope and bestow Thy
glorious gift. Thou art the Forgiver, the Bestower, the Kind
One.
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AB01419

To: Davud, Yuhanna et al., in London
Date: 1920-Sep-30

O steadfast souls! Your letter was received. It was proof of
attraction and evidence of firmness and assurance. Praise be
to God that the grace of the All-Merciful encompasses all and
the gift of the Intended One (may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones) is endless. Give thanks to God that you have
found repose under such a blessed tree and the eternal divine
bounty reaches you at every moment. Convey the most won-
drous Abha greetings to all the friends with utmost longing
and kindness.

And in that great city, to whoever asks and seeks, speak of
the teachings of the Blessed Beauty, not of beliefs, for this pro-
motes progress. The approach should be this: that the horizon
of the East had become very dark and illumination was entirely
lost. The dust of prejudice had so encompassed all that all
the peoples of the East were in the utmost hatred and enmity
with each other, and were entirely deprived of human virtues
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and heavenly civilization, even physical civilization. At this
time, Baha’u’llah, like the sun, rose from the eastern horizon
and through the lights of truth promoted teachings whereby
these conflicting, quarreling, hostile peoples entered beneath
the tabernacle of the oneness of the world of humanity. He
brought healing and complete fellowship to these peoples full
of hatred and enmity, such that now they associate with each
other in the utmost love and affection. He illumined the moral
world and promoted sciences and knowledge. And His teach-
ings are these: First, the independent investigation of truth
and deliverance from ancient traditions. Second, the oneness
of the world of humanity, as has been explained in detail in
the letters. Third, religion must be the cause of fellowship
and love - if it is not, it has no result - with the details you
have heard. Fourth, science and religion must walk hand in
hand. Fifth, universal peace among mankind, and its details.
Sixth, the establishment of the Supreme Tribunal, and its de-
tails. Seventh, unity between men and women and equality of
rights. Eighth, compulsory education and its details. Ninth,
freedom of rights. Tenth, non-interference in political affairs.
Eleventh, the establishment of a universal language. Twelfth,
the Most Great Justice. And thirteenth, the utmost need for
the breaths of the Holy Spirit, and similar teachings.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01570

To: Fadil Shirazi et al., in Tihran
Date: 1920-Sep-30

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received,
but ‘Abdu’l-Baha has not a moment’s rest. From one direction
comes the onslaught of external enemies, from another the cru-
elty and enmity of the unfaithful ones, from yet another dis-
turbing news from all regions, from another the administration
of affairs in all corners, and from still another correspondence
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day and night - especially enduring the oppression of the un-
faithful ones who through all manner of intrigues and tempta-
tions, through hidden individuals, cast doubts and every day
destroy some pillar. Consider in what whirlpool ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is immersed. Nevertheless, He writes this reply to your letter.

You had asked about those souls who were once among the
people of faith but later became deviated - what is their true
condition? These souls were believers in the beginning but be-
came deviated due to tests and trials. Verily, truth changes
light into darkness and darkness into light, and this veiling
stems from character and deeds. And truth changes evil deeds
into good deeds and good deeds into evil deeds. For exam-
ple, a lamp was lit but was extinguished by the winds of tests
and trials; it was healthy and sound but became afflicted with
chronic illness from the autumn wind; the body was fresh but
became decayed bones. This is due to what their hands have
wrought, otherwise God is kind and the Kingdom is forgiv-
ing. And whatever good deeds they performed before were
incidental, without foundation, and “No consideration is given
to incidentals.” Their deeds have come to naught.

As for the amount of profit in cash transactions, the Bab (may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him) permitted commercial profit,
but the Blessed Beauty commanded reduction as much as pos-
sible. And if dispute and conflict arise, its judgment is referred
to the House of Justice. And as for impermissible profit, it is
excessive profit.

t And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03998

To: Sara Louisa Blomfield
Date: 1920-Oct-00

O my heavenly daughter! The letter thou hadst written on
10 September 1920 was received. Convey my greetings to the
revered Suzanne Ferriere. It is my hope that the material ser-
vices of that honoured soul to the world of humanity will be
joined with spiritual service to the Kingdom of God.

Convey also my highest regards to Madame d’Arcis.

Proceed to Switzerland to engage in charitable service and be-
come a loving mother to these orphaned children, and, together
with Miss Sanderson, bring the call of God to the ears of the
seekers and spread abroad the teachings of Baha’u’llah.
public gatherings expound the heavenly teachings, but avoid
speaking of religious doctrines, for the teachings of Baha’u’llah
are a universal grace and will establish the oneness of the world
of humanity.

In

Show forth love to that individual who is advanced in age, and
convey my Baha’i greetings to thy two revered daughters.

Convey my greetings and regards to Miss Eglantyne and say:
“Thou art serving, not only the people, but God Himself; thou
art caring, not only for the orphans, but for the children of
God. Thou hast no desire but to see the banner of universal
peace unfurled. This is the first of the teachings of Baha’u’llah.
I commend thee for this lofty aspiration.”

Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious.

LBLT.203-205x
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AB03652

To: Edward T Hall, in Manchester
Date: 1920-Oct-01

O thou spiritual son!

The letter of September 8th 1920, which thou hast written to
Mirza Lotfullah, has been received. Praise be unto God that
that city (Manchester) has become blessed and Mr.?Joseph
has proved the center of hospitality. Although this gathering
is small, yet in future it will develop greatly. His holiness Christ
says that children are the people of the Kingdom, because they
are pure and unsullied by the World. Verily, Verily, Mr. Joseph
has made an effort and certainly will become a manifestation of
Divine confirmation. This effort which he has made is like unto
the seed which a farmer sows. That seed will surely receive the
benefit of a blessing and thus will form harvests.

His (Mr. Joseph’s) brother Ibrahim is an illumined youth. I
pray to God that he may receive everlasting blessing, and that
he may be able to solve difficult problems.

Strive as much as ye can in explaining the Heavenly Teachings
to every seeker, so that that city (Manchester) may become
illumined with the Light of the Kingdom.

At all times I beseech and lament at the Threshold of God,
and implore boundless grace and bounty unto ye.

Unto thee be Baha El Abha.

TDD.015

AB04601

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in United States
Date: 1920-Oct-01

O thou servant of the Threshold of God!

Thy letter dated August 17th, 1920 received. Truly I say, his
honour Randall is engaged in service with all his power. He is
a confirmed soul.
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Praise be to God that you observe the signs of the confirmation
of Jenabe Fazel at every moment, one of them being the delay
in the departure of the train.

I became informed with the items of news which you have re-
ported. Ere long important newspapers will engage themselves
in writing articles about the Cause, considering it an honour
to do so.

In Lily Dale the splendour of the Kingdom was displayed in a
most marvellous manner before the Spiritualists. The suscep-
tibilities of these Spiritualists are very praiseworthy but they
do lack the force of interpretation. In the realm of elucida-
tion and exposition they have not the power of explanation.
The spiritual susceptibilities in the hearts are understood by
them as ‘communication’, because between the souls of dis-
incarnated spirits and the embodied, incarnated spirits there
exists strong connection and definite and well-established rela-
tionship. Those ideal connections are, therefore, the means of
receiving and bestowing Divine Favours.

3STW#100

AB11885

To: Cheyne, Thomas Kelly Prof et al.
Date: 1920-Oct-01

Prayer for forgiveness for Professor Cheyne and Mr. Daniel
Jenkinsa€”upon them both be the Glory of God, the
All-Glorious.

O Merciful Lord! These two blessed souls were two bright can-
dles who rendered service to the human world. They spread
sciences and arts, and engaged in the education of souls. They
were awake and vigilant, enamored with truth and attracted to
mysteries. During their lifetime they never rested nor relaxed,
they investigated truth and strove to discover the mysteries
of existence. Both were pure goodness, desiring to render ser-
vice to the human world and attain such bounty that their
benevolent endeavors might cause them to draw near to Your
threshold and achieve eternal bounty. May all-encompassing
forgiveness be granted and everlasting life be realized. O Lord!
O Forgiver! Kindle these two lamps in the glass of the King-
dom and cause these two shining stars to rise from the eternal
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horizon. Grant these two free birds flight to the highest heaven
that they may build their nests and abodes upon the Tree of
Life and engage in Your praise and glorification with melody
and song. You are the Forgiver, the Kind, and You are the
Pardoner of sins.
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To: Murakami, Atoe et al., in Japan
Date: 1920-Oct-01

To the Daughters of the Kingdom Miss Otoe Murakami,
Miss Kimiko Hagiwara, Miss Kazue Fukasawa, Miss Haru

Kumashiro, Miss Puri Takao, Miss Yuri Machizuki, upon
them be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious

O Daughters of the Kingdom! Your photograph has reached
this Holy Land. Praise be to God, the photograph is lumi-
nous and from your eyes shine forth the lights of the love of
God. This photograph was taken with utmost joy and radi-
ance. Thank God that at this young age you have entered the
divine Kingdom, become illumined, become heavenly, become
divine, become merciful. Through the favors of Baha’u’llah,
may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, I hope that
day by day you will progress in the divine Kingdom and that
each one will shine like a bright star from the horizon of the
Most Great Guidance, become the cause of guidance for others,
make the eyes of souls seeing, make the ears of others hearing,
and make hearts aware. And upon you be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious.

JWTA.038-039, SW_ v12#02 p.044
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To: Azizullah Varga, in Port Said
Date: 1920-Oct-03

O descendant of the illustrious martyr! Two letters from you ar-
rived from Paris. The first was lost among papers, but despite
being lost a reply is being written. The letter dated Septem-
ber 18th also arrived. You asked about how to proceed upon
your return. Your duty is to return with utmost enthusiasm
and attraction and complete joy and fragrance, and to act with
wisdom.

2 Janab-i-Bagiroff had written that your presence is necessary
and essential. The essence is spirituality - all must inhale di-
vine fragrances from you. The power of the democrats will soon
suffer a crushing defeat, and that known person’s return to Iran
will result in loss. Deal with Arbab Kaykhusraw as much as
possible with forbearance, and with good judgment find ways
to explain to the nobles and others that these Yahya'i agita-
tors are severe, and since they harbor complete enmity and
jealousy toward the Baha'’is, they inappropriately invite peo-
ple under the guise of Ja’fari religious prejudice in order to
generate hostility toward the Baha’is and create sedition and
turmoil, watching from the sidelines. Whichever side is killed,
it benefits the Yahya’is. One day they form a Ja’fari commit-
tee and another day a national club, but the hidden founder
is Yahya’i, and out of jealousy toward the Baha’is they try
to create conflict and contention between Baha’is and others.
Explain this matter appropriately as a story and account, not
harshly, but in such a way that you can get others to awaken
people.

Jenab-i-Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad has truly now gained aware-
ness. Show utmost love and kindness to his respected sister and
tell her that regarding the veil, what flowed from the Pen of
the Covenant you now see was pure wisdom, and the Yahya'’is
were making the removal of the veil the greatest means of cor-
ruption. But show much love and affection to that respected
lady herself.

I have instructed that the graves of Hadrat-i-Adib and Hadrat-
i-Ibn-i-Abhar be built. You should emphasize this matter as it
is very important. When His Highness Nusratu’l-‘Adl reaches
Iran, you must certainly meet with him, but with complete
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wisdom, and tell him to be assured that divine assistance will
come. In any case wisdom is very necessary. Such persons
should never be mentioned to anyone. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga)
Date: 1920-Oct-03

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Today the greatest
service at the Sacred Threshold is firmness and steadfastness,
and secondly, giving glad tidings and announcing the rising of
the Sun of Truth. This is the greatest of services. As much
as thou art able, engage in this. When thou art successful in
this noble endeavor, thou art present in the land of the desired
One and witnessing the place of feasting. Now occupy thyself
with this. The radiant crown which thou hast been successful
in attaining is a blessed crown. Be assured of this. Convey
to his honor thy brother the utmost kindness and heartfelt
attachment of this evanescent servant of the Blessed Beauty. 1
love him, and likewise his respected wife and precious children,
and the handmaiden of God, his honored mother. At every
moment [ wish for them endless joy and progress in the world
of the heart and spirit.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory,

3 Regarding the matter previously discussed, be patient for now
and think about your own comfort and happiness until he re-
turns from Europe. You know how much effort and attention
‘Abdu’l-Baha has made and continues to make.
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To: Jalal Dhabih, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Oct-03

O descendant of His Holiness Dhabih! Your illustrious grand-
father was a sign of guidance and a standard of the Concourse
on High, shedding light in Kashan. And in Tehran he was the
essence of the love of the All-Merciful. You are certainly the
descendant of that noble soul and will undoubtedly prove that
“the grandson carries the mystery of his glorious grandfather.”
Walk in his path so that in the spiritual, heavenly world you
may raise high the banner of the King of Kings. This call will
stir the human world into commotion.

Convey utmost kindness and faithfulness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to the honored handmaiden of God, your respected
mother, and to the attracted handmaiden of God, your
esteemed wife, and to your honored son Farhang and two
loving, pure-hearted sisters.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Mirza Ataullah Sanius-Sultan Atai, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Oct-03

O faithful servant of God! In the glorious Qur’an it is stated:
“The handiwork of God - and who is better than God in hand-
iwork?” When thou dost contemplate creation, thou wilt ob-
serve the signs of ancient wisdom and power. “God hath per-
fected the creation of all things.” This pertains to the world of
physical existence, but even more magnificent than this, in the
realm of realities and meanings, the divine handiwork hath
a wondrous radiance - such perfection that the wise are left
bewildered. Therefore I desire thee to be God’s artisan and
seek to be the Creator’s innovator, that whatsoever is required
by this luminous reality may become manifest in the arena of
existence....
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To: Afnan Alai, Habibullah et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Oct-04

O Afnan who has grown from the Blessed Tree! Your letter
dated 20 Muharram 1339 arrived. Its contents brought the
utmost joy and gladness, for it indicated that regarding the
house, praise be to God, arrangements were completed and
that house was joined to the Blessed House. Today, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s joy is in those matters that have connection with His
Holiness the Exalted One and the Primal Point, may my spirit
be sacrificed for Him, or have connection with the Sacred and
Blessed Threshold of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His servants. In any case, praise and thank God
that you are blessed with such a bounty and confirmed in such
a service. Two thousand tumans were sent through his honor
the Trustee. Praise be to God it arrived. I hope that through
divine favors you will be assisted and confirmed in all degrees.
The account you had sent was clear and explicit.

GEN.254, AFNAN.189-190
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AB12152

To: Ahmad Sohrab, in New York
Date: 1920-Oct-08

O companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! For a time you were my close
companion and observed the conduct and behavior of this hum-
ble servant - how I was kind to all and would not be content
with causing anyone distress. I was always thinking of how to
keep the friends happy and content. If I saw that someone was
experiencing even slight sadness, even without cause, I would
strive with all my might to remove that sadness and make
them happy. And you observed how many different thoughts
and conditions there were - I would always conceal things and
feign ignorance and unawareness, and would not be content to
reveal anything. They would be certain that I was unaware
and ignorant, so that no one would experience even slight dis-
tress or say “he doesn’t know.” In any case, you observed all
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this conduct and behavior. Praise be to God, you associated
and met with me for a time and saw everything with your
own eyes and heard with your own ears. Thank God that you
were blessed with such temporary companionship. Although
the value of this companionship is not known now, it will be-
come evident later. In any case, I have the utmost love for you
and day by day I want you to progress more and become more
illumined.

Some have become upset and are inwardly affected by the dis-
plays of your marriage. If this upset remains it will increase day
by day and eventually will not yield good results. You must
be self-effacing and evanescent like ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Do not look
at anyone’s behavior. Let all your attention be on the Cause
of God. Let this be your aim. Do not give importance to any
events. Now you must strive with heart and soul so that these
people who are distressed with you become pleased and grate-
ful. Evanescence, evanescence, evanescence! Annihilation, an-
nihilation, annihilation! This is the magnet that attracts divine
confirmations. You observed how self-effacing and evanescent
‘Abdu’l-Baha was. Follow the example of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and
arise in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. I love you, and
because I loved you, you were my close companion with the
utmost kindness for a long time. You truly work hard, strive
and are passionate. My hope is that the Blessed Beauty will re-
ward you and it is certain that He will. In any case, be happy,
be joyful, be assured. I have the utmost love for you and it is
out of the intensity of love that I write this. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abdu’l-Muhammad Irani Alizadih, in Eqypt

Date: 1920-Oct-09

Dear respected friend, Ll e pAZ Sy

Your esteemed letter arrived, its contents full of truths and
meanings. It is clear that for an experienced and aware per-
son like yourself who derives conclusions from principles and
discovers the outcome of every movement, certain articles and
principles of the inexperienced hold no importance. As people
say, the buzzing of a mosquito certainly has no effect on the ear
of an elephant. For fifty years these inexperienced ones have
been creating an uproar and commotion every day, and the end
result is loss and detriment, yet still they do not learn. The
foundation of a structure must be solid - whatever you build
without foundation and substance will certainly collapse.

Consider what intrigues and whisperings the Azalis have.
Some Azalis have started a “Jafari Committee” and outwardly
pose as extremely devout Jafaris while constantly inciting and
trying through various deceptions and whisperings to create
discord and turmoil between Baha’is and other Iranians that
will ultimately lead to bloodshed. Then they themselves will
watch from the sidelines and rejoice that “Praise be to God,
whoever is killed, it benefits the Azalis” And those poor
Iranians do not know that these are followers of Yahya and
enemies of their lives and foes of the Baha'’is, so they are
deceived by them. But verily thy Lord is ever watchful. Verily
God does not prosper the work of the mischief makers.

Praise be to God, the Baha'is are utterly devoted to the welfare
of all humanity, and you yourself know they have no intention
except good. They even consider enemies as friends and treat
ill-wishers as well-wishers. No tricks, no deception, no dissim-
ulation and no schemes - under the sword they raise the cry
of “Ya Baha’ul-Abha” and intercede on behalf of their own
killer, as happened in Ishqabad where seven people killed and
martyred a respected person who was infinitely kind to all and
had rendered notable services to all Iranians and was renowned
throughout the world for human perfections. In the Russian
government it was definitively proven and three of the killers
were sentenced to death while the other four were sentenced to
18 years imprisonment in Siberia. After the announcement the
Baha’is arose and hastened to the government, making utmost
appeals in writing and verbally for the government to pardon
the condemned. The government did not accept. Finally they
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collectively telegraphed the Emperor saying they earnestly re-
quested and appealed that His Majesty pardon these people,
and if he did not pardon them they would be disappointed and
despondent, but if he did pardon them they would be eternally
grateful and thankful and would offer prayers for the Emperor’s
welfare at the Divine Threshold. Then the Emperor pardoned
those condemned to death at the foot of the gallows and or-
dered seven years imprisonment, and reduced the sentences of
those condemned to Siberia to five years. This is the way of
the Baha'’is. Verily God is with the God-fearing.

In any case, the letter has become lengthy and caused incon-
venience, but please excuse me. Regarding the Chihrihnama
newspaper, you know that previously it was written about in
Iran and caused a strange excitement until copies reached two
or three girans. I don’t know what caused the delay after that
as I was in America. Now too I hope this newspaper gains
widespread circulation. Indeed you have taken and continue
to take much trouble, and have endured and continue to en-
dure hardship, and are sacrificing yourself. But the Kaveh
newspaper became substanceless, as you will observe.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Haji Muhammad Rahim Arif, in Mashhad
Date: 1920-Oct-09

O thou who art enamored of truth! Praise be to God, thou
observest that from the day of the rising of the Sun of Guidance
from the dawning-place of Yathrib and Batha until now, how
many crystal-clear rivers have flowed. Now it hath become
evident and manifest that they were metaphor, not reality - a
mirage, not water. The foundation hath crumbled, the tree
become fruitless, the lamp extinguished, the beat of the drum
forgotten. “Thou hearest not from them a whisper or a sound.”
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In the beginning of imprisonment in ‘Akka, amid utmost tribu-
lation, calamity, persecution by enemies and endurance of pain
and suffering, several friends were in Egypt. One day they vis-
ited a renowned and illustrious mystic who was universally
respected and famed, possessed of the utmost honor, dignity
and wealth, close to the King of Egypt, favored by the Ot-
toman sovereign, and known to all as the Second Muhyi’d-Din.
In brief, he beat the drum of “whose is the kingdom?” He in-
quired of the friends what news they had of ‘Akka. They said
the Wronged One of the horizons was imprisoned in that ruined
fortress and all the friends were grief-stricken, yet that Lumi-
nary of the horizons was in the utmost radiance. The mystic
heaved a deep sigh and addressed those present, saying: “We
all claim truth and call the people to truth with our tongues.
We speak of truth and raise a clamor among the people. Each
of us claims truth, but in all fairness, the call is raised from
‘Akka. Truth has raised its banner there. The light of truth
has appeared in ‘Akka. This is the truth of the matter.”

In any case, observe that Baha’u’llah has written that the late
and forgiven Haji Mulla Hadi-yi-Sabzivari in a poem spoke of
truth, and one verse of that poem is:

“It is not Moses alone who heard the cry of ‘I am the Truth’;

5 Otherwise this melody exists in every tree.”

He heard this melody even from every plant and thorn and
thistle, but when this call was raised from the Blessed Tree,
he became deprived of hearing it and said there was neither
sound nor call. Observe how an ear that perceived such a voice
from thorn and thistle became unaware of the rose of truth in
the garden of knowledge, the song of the nightingale of inner
meanings, and the lesson of spiritual stations. Thus it became
clear that metaphor, though it claims truth, has no awareness;
the sightless, though praising the sun, is veiled; and one with a
cold, though describing fragrant perfume, is deprived. Praise
be to God that thy loving nostrils are perfumed with divine
fragrances, and this is from the bounty of thy Glorious and
Most Great Lord. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih
Date: 1920-Oct-09

O precious daughter of that illustrious person! The letter you
wrote on the seventh of Rabi’al-Thani was among some papers.
I have now opened it. I did not want it to remain unanswered
even though much time has passed. Atiyyih Khanum attained
the Sacred Threshold and received infinite bounties. You had
requested photographs of the Holy Leaves - I am in Akka near
the Holy Shrine and God willing I will obtain them for you and
send them.

Regarding women’s liberation, a detailed confidential letter
was written to you. Now observe how it was the essence of wis-
dom, otherwise the followers of Yahya along with the Ja’fari
committee and others would have raised the banner of corrup-
tion during Ramadan and Muharram, and their cries of woe
would have reached the vault of heaven. ‘Abdu’l-Baha was ob-
serving these days and likewise the days to come. Later you
will observe that whatever flowed from the Pen of the Covenant
was appropriate. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07011

To: Baha’is of Paris et al., in London
Date: 1920-Oct-09

O ye dear friends of Abdu’l-Baha! At all times do I await your
good news, longing as I do to hear that ye are making progress
from day to day, and are becoming ever more illumined by the
light of guidance.

The blessings of Baha'u’llah are a shoreless sea, and even life
everlasting is only a dewdrop therefrom. The waves of that
sea are continually lapping against the hearts of the friends,
and from those waves there come intimations of the spirit and
ardent pulsings of the soul, until the heart giveth way, and
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willing or not, turneth humbly in prayer unto the Kingdom
of the Lord. Wherefore do all ye can to disengage your inner
selves, that ye may at every moment reflect new splendours
from the Sun of Truth.

3 Ye live, all of you, within the heart of Abdu’l-Baha, and with
every breath do I turn my face toward the Threshold of One-
ness and call down blessings upon you, each and all.
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AB09542

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Oct-09

O eloquent composer and fluent poet! The poem was rhythmic
and laden with precious jewels, bringing joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
The contents were delightful and the meanings novel and solid,
for all of it was in praise of the Ancient Beauty and an exposi-
tion of the manifestation of the evident Light, so that all may
know that the First Cause, the eternal gift, human nobility
and universal progress depend upon recognition of the Blessed
Cause and following its teachings.
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AB00204

To: Baha’is of East and West et al., in Tihran
Date: 1920-Oct-10

O ye faithful friends, O ye sincere servants of Baha’u’llah! Now,
in the midwatches of the night, when eyes are closed in slum-
ber and all have laid their heads upon the couch of rest and
deep sleep, Abdu’l-Baha is wakeful within the precincts of the
Hallowed Shrine and, in the ardour of his invocation uttereth
this, his prayer:

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O Gole 0By ol byl oLl
eéy—\'% G?:J C,..w\ v.& "4.5; 413\:-1(-
o3l Gl o Coly At go o teE
Sl oo sldle il 6lys 5o & s

Il s g el 5o s ol Sl *ay)
Olalg Jaie

108


http://www.bahai.org/r/002771448
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-191.html
https://www.bahai.org/r/217505122
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/alvah_raqaim_va_madarik-i-tarikhi_marbut_bih_dawran-i-hayat-i-arbab_siyavash_sifidvash.pdf
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/alvah_raqaim_va_madarik-i-tarikhi_marbut_bih_dawran-i-hayat-i-arbab_siyavash_sifidvash.pdf
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-459.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf

6

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB00204

O Thou kind and loving Providence! The east is astir and
the west surgeth even as the eternal billows of the sea. The
gentle breezes of holiness are diffused and, from the Unseen
Kingdom, the rays of the Orb of Truth shine forth resplendent.
The anthems of divine unity are being chanted and the ensigns
of celestial might are waving. The angelic Voice is raised and,
even as the roaring of the leviathan, soundeth the call to self-
lessness and evanescence. The triumphal cry Ya Baha'u’l-Abha
resoundeth on every side, and the call Ya Aliyyu’l-‘Ala ringeth
throughout all regions. No stir is there in the world save that
of the Glory of the One Ravisher of Hearts, and no tumult is
there save the surging of the love of Him, the Incomparable,
the Well-Beloved.

The beloved of the Lord, with their musk-scented breath, burn
like bright candles in every clime, and the friends of the All-
Merciful, even as unfolding flowers, can be found in all regions.
Not for a moment do they rest; they breathe not but in remem-
brance of Thee, and crave naught but to serve Thy Cause. In
the meadows of truth they are as sweet-singing nightingales,
and in the flower-garden of guidance they are even as brightly-
coloured blossoms. With mystic flowers they adorn the walks
of the Garden of Reality; as swaying cypresses they line the
riverbanks of the Divine Will. Above the horizon of being
they shine as radiant stars; in the firmament of the world they
gleam as resplendent orbs. Manifestations of celestial grace are
they, and daysprings of the light of divine assistance.

Grant, O Thou Loving Lord, that all may stand firm and
steadfast, shining with everlasting splendour, so that, at ev-
ery breath, gentle breezes may blow from the bowers of Thy
loving-kindness, that from the ocean of Thy grace a mist may
rise, that the kindly showers of Thy love may bestow freshness,
and the zephyr waft its perfume from the rose garden of divine
unity.

Vouchsafe, O Best Beloved of the World, a ray from Thy Splen-
dour. O Well-Beloved of mankind, shed upon us the light of
Thy Countenance.

O God Omnipotent, do Thou shield us and be our refuge and,
O Lord of Being, show forth Thy might and Thy dominion.

O Thou loving Lord, the movers of sedition are in some regions
astir and active, and by night and day are inflicting a grievous
wrong.

Even as wolves, tyrants are lying in wait, and the wronged,
innocent flock hath neither help nor succour. Hounds are on
the trail of the gazelles of the fields of divine unity, and the
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pheasant in the mountains of heavenly guidance is pursued by
the ravens of envy.

O Thou divine Providence, preserve and protect us! O Thou
Who art our Shield, save us and defend us! Keep us beneath
Thy Shelter, and by Thy Help save us from all ills. Thou art,
indeed, the True Protector, the Unseen Guardian, the Celestial
Preserver, and the Heavenly Loving Lord.

O ye beloved of the Lord! On one side the standard of the One
True God is unfurled and the Voice of the Kingdom raised. The
Cause of God is spreading, and manifest in splendour are the
wonders from on high. The east is illumined and the west
perfumed; fragrant with ambergris is the north, and musk-
scented the south.

On the other side the faithless wax in hate and rancour, cease-
lessly stirring up grievous sedition and mischief. No day goeth
by but someone raiseth the standard of revolt and spurreth his
charger into the arena of discord. No hour passeth but the vile
adder bareth its fangs and scattereth its deadly venom.

The beloved of the Lord are wrapped in utter sincerity and
devotion, unmindful of this rancour and malice. Smooth and
insidious are these snakes, these whisperers of evil, artful in
their craft and guile. Be ye on your guard and ever wakeful!
Quick-witted and keen of intellect are the faithful, and firm
and steadfast are the assured. Act ye with all circumspection!

‘Fear ye the sagacity of the faithful, for he seeth with the divine
light!”

Beware lest any soul privily cause disruption or stir up strife.
In the Impregnable Stronghold be ye brave warriors, and for
the Mighty Mansion a valiant host. Exercise the utmost care,
and day and night be on your guard, that thereby the tyrant
may inflict no harm.

Study the Tablet of the Holy Mariner that ye may know the
truth and consider that the Blessed Beauty hath fully foretold
future events. Let them who perceive take warning. Verily in
this is a bounty for the sincere!

Even as dust upon the Sacred Threshold, in utter humility and
lowliness, Abdu’l-Baha is engaged in the promulgation of His
signs in the daytime and in the night season. Whensoever he
findeth time he prayeth ardently, and beseecheth Him tearfully
and fervently, saying:
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7 O Thou divine Providence, pitiful are we, grant us Thy succour;

homeless wanderers, give us Thy shelter; scattered, do Thou
unite us; astray, gather us to Thy fold; bereft, do Thou bestow
upon us a share and portion; athirst, lead us to the well-spring
of Life; frail, strengthen us that we may arise to help Thy
Cause and offer ourselves as a living sacrifice in the pathway
of guidance.

The faithless, however, by day and night, openly and privily
do their utmost to shake the foundations of the Cause, to root
out the Blessed Tree, to deprive this servant of service, to kin-
dle secret sedition and strife and to annihilate Abdu’l-Baha.
Outwardly they appear as sheep, yet inwardly they are naught
but ravening wolves. Sweet in words, they are but at heart a
deadly poison.

O ye beloved ones, guard the Cause of God! Let no sweetness
of tongue beguile you — nay, rather consider the motive of every
soul, and ponder the thought he cherisheth. Be ye straightway
mindful and on your guard. Avoid him, yet be not aggressive!
Refrain from censure and from slander, and leave him in the
Hand of God. Upon you rest the Glory of Glories.
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AB01963

To: Loretta Beckett, in Los Angeles
Date: 1920-Oct-10

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter written Aug. 3 1920 gas been received. Praise be
unto God, the friends at Los Angeles have proved successful in
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their trials and the false impressions of the negligent souls did
not make them waver, nay rather, they became firmer in the
Covenant. And when Mr. George Latimer arrived a meeting
was held at the house of Mr. and Mrs. Cline where the rays of
the favor of His Holiness, Bahaullah poured upon that gather-
ing. Consequently they were confirmed to establish a ‘House
of Spirituality’.

It is my hope that this assembly (House of Spirituality) will
be bestowed with a new spirit; that it will go on to serve the
oneness of the world of humanity, giving life to those who are
dead and causing the violators to dry up.

The unity meetings (nineteen day feasts) you should celebrate
splendidly, and with one another you should be exceedingly
kind and affectionate so that this may astonish the people of
that city. In the meetings you should speak of the teachings of
His Holiness, Bahaullah, deal with their details and explain the
fruits they produce, which results have generated such great
earthquakes in the East (Spiritual regeneration). You should
explain how the different hostile religions which were thirsty for
another’s blood have been brought together by them (teachings
of Bahaullah) under the pavilion of uniformity, that is, the
oneness of the world of humanity!

The heavenly maidservants of God, Mrs. Platt and Miss.
Clapp are verily self-sacrificing and they have no desire save
nearness to the Kingdom. Convey my respectful greetings to
them!

The class of the Junior Bahais at Glendale is important and
his honour Mr. Beckett is a revered teacher to the children,
deserving the favor of the Kingdom. Though Abdul Baha is
not present in these splendid meetings in body, yet in spirit
and soul he is present and is (your) associate.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal

BSTW#029
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To: Emma Helling, in Freiburg
Date: 1920-Oct-10

O thou lover of truth!

Truly, truly, you have searched for the truth from the earliest
days of your life, without allowing yourself rest day or night!
Praise be to God that you have finally arrived at the fountain
of the water of life and reached the all-encompassing reality!
The Cause of Baha’u’llah encompasses all virtues; it is the true
foundation of the divine teachings and the heavenly grace.

These divine teachings presently resemble the infinite space
which contains all suns and planets. For this reason, every
star which you visualize inwardly is bright and radiant in this
infinite space. It is my prayer to God that you may receive your
inheritance and your portion of the light of all these countless
stars, namely the divine teachings, and that you may become
a herald of the revelation of the divine Kingdom, so that the
breath of the Holy Spirit may assist you and the unlimited
grace of God may embrace you, that you may become an in-
strument for raising the banner of unity among the people of
this city and its surroundings, so that all religious confessions,
sects, and nationalities may unite under the single-colored di-
vine tent and attain a new life through the Glad Tidings of the
Holy Spirit.

In short, trust in the favor and grace of His Holiness
Baha’u’llah! Turn your attention to the Kingdom of God and
speak (teach) the Cause!

Greeting and praise be with you.

Bahji (‘Akka) at the Holy Tomb of the Blessed Beauty
Baha’u’llah

BBBD.551
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To: Aga Mirza Fadlullah Nuri Fananapazir, in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Oct-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
read with the utmost joy and fragrance. Praise be to God, you
yourself have experienced and become the cause of awakening
others that whoever arises to serve the Cause of God with heart
and soul, opens an eloquent tongue and sings with the most
wondrous melodies upon the branch of truth, becomes inspired
with divine proofs and is confirmed in establishing conclusive
evidence.

The might of teaching defeats the ranks of ignorance, and the
power of divine confirmation routs the armies of error. The
foundation of steadfastness and firmness lies in this: love and
detachment from the promptings of self, pure intention in the
divine Cause, severance from all else that exists, and persis-
tence in prostration. If a soul becomes confirmed with these
hidden favors, a single horseman can charge against the world’s
ranks, for the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom and the aid
and protection of the Ancient Beauty arrive successively, as
you have experienced.

In any case, be confident in the blessed verse which states: “We
behold you from Our Most Glorious Horizon and will aid those
who arise to help Our Cause with hosts from the Concourse
on High and a company of favored angels near the Throne.
This is the certain truth, and after truth there is naught but
” Praise be to God that souls have been raised
up from the homeland of the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His servants - who have arisen to teach and
to spread the divine traces and diffuse the lights. His is the
praise and His is the thanks. You must strive night and day
and travel to every region and territory, teaching with utmost
sanctity and detachment, that you may become the object of
praise in the Abha Kingdom and connect heart and soul with
the Supreme Concourse. And upon you be the most glorious
Glory.

evident error.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 el U ke *asliy; Ol b s
L;;,:wﬁ:.?w.\é\,\mf o RSP
Ol 4 oo o § (528 0I5 oLl e
@MQUQU(Q&\/\&MJJ}
A e O ol i L ls 4eS
5% A3
> s ‘\)&Jﬁ&:o}lﬂ‘
db\d{fﬂ‘ﬂ%gb%bu{y}
)\J}}“}W\JJMW‘JU‘)”
/dt*’“) Ao S8 oo e 5 Glud el
SVag ol s ol 3 e )l i)
NSy 555 s S w5 s
3 ) OsSde DALl 1) W e e
© Al o gl gl da Sle 5 00
@5
5 desie § Gl e tal ke @b
s o 08 p paty oY B e £
&ﬂ‘w&gdﬁ}ﬂ)ﬂ\w;}&&/\
Sole e U.L»,»)\ & 4 ol I
Nl Sgne LS"'}’D ol gl o.\l.,vJ Ta3)
e 151 ¢ a5 BT 55 5 sl i,
G ey s b b Sl a4 S
548 Sl s QU s 55 e s
C))Q»M;))A\de\zdzélgywﬁj
QU wugy ds 5 0ls éc\‘)u,}‘_;;f&c\
Y el SLe
AKHA_121BE #11-12 p.d,
RRT.024, MSHR5.438x

MKT3.203,

114


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-203.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/310.pdf#page=24
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1731.pdf#page=434

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

ABO02772

AB02772

To: Abdus-Sami Shahidpur, in Nayriz
Date: 1920-Oct-11

O son of His Holiness the glorified martyr! Your letter was
received, and in these past few days, despite lack of time, a
detailed letter was written to Nayriz mentioning the divine
friends, especially the survivors of the martyrs. It will cer-
tainly arrive. Therefore, I do not have time for details. I can-
not express in speech or writing the heart and soul’s love for
the survivors of the martyrs, and to the extent possible, these
heartfelt emotions were expressed in previous and subsequent
letters. The children of martyrs are flowers in the garden of
martyrdom and saplings by the stream of sacrifice. It is already
clear with what pride they are distinguished in the divine court
and the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Convey with utmost kindness the most wondrous and glorious
greetings to your respected mother, the near handmaiden of
God. That respected leaf has two self-sacrificing martyrs in
the path of God - what distinction could be greater than this?
Especially as she raised, cherished and protected you and your
sister Nura in the midst of tribulation. My hope is that in
the future, at a favorable time and in agreeable circumstances
when she can come in complete comfort and return, she will
attain the honor of attaining presence.

And convey greetings and praise from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the
honored son-in-law Aqa ‘Ali, the esteemed maternal uncle
Muhammad-Bagqir, the assured handmaiden of God Bibi
Fatimih, and Aqa Fadlu’llah. Tonight at the Holy Shrine I
will, with utmost humility, beseech boundless assistance and
favor for them. This is better than a thousand letters. Since
I do not have time to write and opportunity is rarer than
red sulphur, they will surely count the supplications of the
oppressed ‘Abdu’l-Baha as better than a letter. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Fadl Ali Shamsabadi
Date: 1920-Oct-11

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Due to lack of time, I
write briefly. Be confident in the grace and favor of the Desired
One that the harvest will be abundantly blessed and ultimate
comfort shall be attained. As much as thou canst, increase in

firmness and steadfastness. Do not falter in the face of tests.

Be full of joy and gladness, and place thy hope in abundant
bounty. Convey my most wondrous and glorious greetings to
the handmaiden of God, the honored daughter of His Holiness
‘Andalib, and show the utmost kindness to the young daughters
and small children of that near one to the threshold of the
All-Glorious. I hope that through divine favors thou wilt be
assisted to nurture and show kindness to them. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Unknown, in Takur
Date: 1920-Oct-14+

O my God, my God! Verily this servant of Thine, humbled and
broken before the Abha Kingdom, has turned with his whole
heart to the Mighty Pillar and the Glorious Station. Thou
didst bless him with keen vision to witness the new creation
and the fresh creation on the Day of the appearance of the
Glorious Lord.

O Lord! He detached himself from the world and was drawn
to the Supreme Concourse. He was set aflame with the fire of

Thy love amidst humanity and witnessed Thy greatest signs.

The reproach of the enemies did not deter him; rather, he
remained as firm as the mighty mountains. He was afflicted
with every hardship and calamity for having taken refuge in
the impregnable cave and the exalted shelter. He spoke the
truth regarding this mighty Cause until his possessions were
plundered and his belongings stolen.
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He fell under chains and fetters, imprisoned in Thy path from
that holy place to Tehran - bareheaded, barefoot, sick and
frail, accompanied by a heavy chain around his neck. They
cut his beard and face causing blood to flow while he walked
in complete exhaustion and fatigue, blood flowing from his
wounded chin and injured face. He called upon Thee in that
state which even strong youth could not bear - how much more
for one whose bones had weakened, whose head was aflame
with white hair, who had reached an advanced age.

1 Yet he continued on the path, guiding to the way, engaging in
prayers to the Lord of Signs with complete steadfastness and
firmness, saying: “Praise be to Thee, O my God, for making
me a prisoner in Thy path, abased in Thy love, and wounded in
seeking Thy good pleasure. O Lord! Thou art my fortress, my
shelter and my refuge. I neither dread nor fear the intensity of
my tribulation. O Lord! Hasten the day of my meeting with
Thee, gladden my spirit and heart, and honor me with ascen-
sion to the Kingdom of Mysteries and arrival at the Center of
Lights.”

Until he reached the Holy Land and entered the prison, his
strength dissolved, unable to stand, yet with a face radiant
through Thy favors at the time of his ascension. He was hon-
ored to appear in the holy court in the dark and gloomy prison,
and returned to Thee with a soul content, well-pleasing, at
peace with Thy abundant forgiveness, immersed in the depths
of Thy mercy which is like a surging ocean. Upon him be greet-
ings, upon him be praise, upon him be the greatest mercy in
the proximity of Thy supreme mercy.
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To: Unknown, in Takur
Date: 1920-Oct-14+

O God! Verily the master of the believers in God’s unity and
support of the sincere ones, namesake of the master of wor-
shippers Zaynu’l-‘Abidin, who believed in Thee on the Day of
Judgment and was attracted to Thy manifest light on the day
when the dawn of guidance shone forth upon all the worlds.
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O Lord! He became renowned for asceticism and piety in that
furthest shore and luminous region among all people. He pro-
claimed that which was commanded and remained steadfast
on the straight path, and was afflicted with painful torment
until he left his homeland and became a wanderer for a time,
traversing valleys and lowlands until he reached Baghdad. He
was honored to attain the presence in difficult days, and his
heart was stirred with joy at beholding the Beauty, supplicat-
ing to the Kingdom of Glory, communing in the depths of night
and at dawn with the Kingdom of Mysteries, remaining firm in
the mighty Cause and growing like a lofty tree, flourishing and
developing through the rains of sublime grace in that distant
place.

O Lord! His heart was assured and his breast was dilated,
tears would flow from him and sighs would ascend from him
in the dark nights out of love for Thy Most Glorious Beauty,
hidden from the enemies, patient in tribulation with a heart
attracted to Thee and a spirit supplicating before Thee and a
soul trusting in Thee, until he left this lowest depth and his
spirit soared to the highest horizon, the threshold of grandeur.

O Lord! Grant rest to his spirit through Thy mercy and give
him glad tidings of Thy pardon and forgiveness, cause him to
alight in a blessed dwelling at Thy threshold, immerse him
in the seas of Thy mercy and submerge him in the depths
of Thy forgiveness, and admit him to a seat of truth with an
omnipotent King. Verily Thou art the Forgiver, verily Thou art
the Concealer, verily Thou art the Mighty, the All-Choosing.
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To: Unknown, in Takur
Date: 1920-Oct-14+

My God, my God! Verily Your servant Zaman the Compassion-
ate has turned with all spirit and fragrance to the threshold of
Your Lordship throughout time. He was a shepherd of Your
sheep with complete truthfulness and trust.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5 e I OBk 0l ST O A
ol Sagd ke d) g B 02,
Sl s G 5 Sl el 0K 5 olesl

118


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/428.pdf#page=73
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/464.pdf#page=1

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB02488

2 The oppressors plundered that flock of sheep and seized all
possessions on the day of trial. They divided them among
themselves and each party took their share into their own flock.
Then devastating diseases befell the sheep and they began dy-
ing in severe pain. When the oppressors saw this retribution
they became disturbed, so some of them returned a number
of the sheep that had been plundered through tyranny and
aggression.

Then Your manifest Beauty bestowed those stolen ones to Your
servant Zaman, and blessings appeared in his sheep until they
became complete flocks through Your grace, O my Lord, the
Bestower! He was grateful to You for this great bounty and
spoke of Your favor among his relatives. He lived contentedly
among his daughters and sons, continually praising You with
a repentant spirit and sound heart, longing to meet You in
Your mighty Kingdom, saying: “Lord, Lord! My bones have
weakened, my flesh has melted, and my frame has become frail.
Help me and raise me up to You. Shelter me in the proximity
of Your mercy, forgive my sins, remove my difficulties, and
make the end of my life begin with kindnesses. Raise me, O
You Who are high in degrees, to the threshold of Your holiness,
the center of divine manifestations.”

Until the destroyer of delights came to him and death overtook
him, and he ascended to the Kingdom of pardon and forgive-
ness.

O Lord! Make his morning prosperous, illumine his lamp, grant
him success and triumph in the next world, the highest Par-
adise, and the Garden of Refuge. Verily You are the Forgiving,
You are the Kind, You are the Mighty, the Compassionate.
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Visitation prayer

To: Tallan Khanum, wife of the late Mirza Muhammad and aunt of Abdu’l-Baha, in Takur

Date: 1920-Oct-14+

Upon thee be salutations and praise, O pride of the female
kindred of that Blessed Tree whose Root is firmly established
and whose Branch reacheth to the heavens! I testify that all
the days of thy life thou wert denied even a drink of water with
ease and comfort, that thou wert surrounded by tribulations
and woes and wert trapped beneath the talons of ferocious
beasts and the claws of the enemy.

Thou wert denied rest, even for the blink of an eye, because
of the persecution of the adversary and the ascendancy of the
ignoble, and wert prevented from reposing in comfort upon thy
couch all the days and nights of thy separation and remoteness
from the divine Countenance. At every moment the enemy
aimed at thy bosom the darts of reproach and the arrows of
hatred and vilification.

And all these ordeals and calamities thou didst patiently and
without plaint endure for the love of the exalted Lord. Thou
didst remain thankful, patient and dignified in that luminous
village until thou didst hear the call: “O thou assured soul,
return to thy Lord, pleasing and well-pleased.” Then thou
didst answer the call, and thy spirit soared to the Kingdom of
Abha. God’s blessings be thine and glad-tidings from thy Mas-
ter. Well done, well done, O thou pure and blessed handmaid
of the Lord of the Highest Heaven!

How often do I recall the days when I was a child and came
to thee with love and devotion! Thou didst take me up in thy
warm and affectionate embrace, and I delighted in the goodly
fruits of the garden of thine abundance.

I beseech God to make thee the symbol of forgiveness, to sur-
round thee with mercy and bounty, to make thy countenance
bright, thy station exalted, and thy face illumined like the clear
morn.

i Blessed is the one who delighteth his senses with the fragrance

of the dust of thy luminous tomb. May the faithful visitors be
perfumed therewith.
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Upon thee be salutation and praise.

LTDT.278-279

T aed) S

ASAT4.289, IQN.111

AB03902

To: Unknown, in Takur
Date: 1920-Oct-14+

My God, my God! How can I mention those who are oppressed
in Your path and afflicted in their love for You?

Among them, O my God, is Mulla Ali Baba, known as “the
Great” among the loved ones. He believed in Your greatest
signs and yearned for nearness to You in the Most Glorious
Kingdom. He endured grievous torment on the severe Day of
Promise and bore every hardship, gloating and blame from
every sinful slanderer. Neither fear nor dread seized him from
any bloodthirsty slanderer or base defamer.

Rather, with a pure heart he acknowledged and confessed Your
manifestation in the Great Manifestation, walked the straight
path, was guided by Your ancient light, and said “Here am I, O
my Merciful and Compassionate Lord!” “Our Lord! We have
heard a caller calling to faith, saying ‘Believe in your Lord,’ so
we believed.”

He was set ablaze with the fire of Your love among humanity
and called others to Your remembrance with a radiant coun-
tenance and a heart drawn to Your Most Exalted Beauty, un-
til his spirit overflowed into the Kingdom of Forgiveness and
soared to the center of grace and beneficence.

O Lord! Grant him abundant bounty, magnify his faithfulness,
shelter him in the proximity of Your greatest mercy, and estab-
lish for him an exalted station. Verily You are the Generous,
You are the Kind, and You are the Merciful, the Compassion-
ate.
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To: Unknown, in Takur
Date: 1920-Oct-14+

O Lord, Lord! Verily this servant of Thine, Mulla Ali Baba-
yi-Saghir, was eminent in servitude to Thee and great in his
worship of Thee, poor before the treasury of Thy riches and
captive in Thy love. The enemies took him in chains and fetters
from that radiant village to the holy and resplendent spot, the
center of sovereignty, the great city. And he was a lowly and
humble prisoner, with bare feet and uncovered head, walking
upon sharp rocks and painful thorns, calling upon Thee with an
eloquent tongue and throbbing heart and flowing tears, saying:
“Lord, Lord! Thanks be unto Thee for these blind calamities
which Thou hast bestowed upon me in Thy path, O Lord of
the hereafter and of the former times!” - until he entered the
prison where his breast was constricted and his breath caught
in his throat, and he attained to the meeting in a prison like a
dark well, and his spirit overflowed to the Supreme Concourse.

O Lord! Encompass him with the glances of the eye of Thy
mercy and assign unto him an exalted station in the kingdom
of Thy oneness. Make him attain the cup of pardon and for-
giveness in the paradise of Thy divinity. Verily Thou art the
Forgiver, and verily Thou art the Kind, and verily Thou art
the Pardoning, the Generous. There is no God but Thee, the
Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: J. Isbrucker, in Den Haag
Date: 1920-Oct-15

O seeker after truth! Your letter was received. You had writ-
ten that Aqa Mirza Ahmad Khan Yazdani had given you an
exposition of the Cause of Baha’u’llah, and you wrote exactly
what he said: that the Baha’i Faith is reality, and these other
religions are, compared to the Baha’i Faith, purely metaphori-
cal and yield no mighty results. Though they appear to have
foundation in the eyes of men, they are like fruitless trees. How
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many trees there are that outwardly appear mighty and cast
a shadow, yet bear no fruit and are ultimately uprooted, as
you have observed and continue to observe. But the divine
foundation is a tree that casts its shadow over East and West
and yields mighty results at every moment, as has been proven
until now.

You had written asking how one can obey and follow an unjust
government. What is meant by the government that must
be obeyed is a just government that protects the rights of all
humanity - a constitutional government that operates under
sound laws.

You had written asking how we can conceive of a life after
death. The conditions after death cannot be conceived, but
observe: it is evident that man has come from the mineral
kingdom. When in the mineral state, the vegetable kingdom
could not be conceived. Then he progressed to the vegetable
kingdom. In the vegetable state, the animal kingdom could not
be conceived. Before transferring from the animal kingdom to
the human kingdom, the life of human reason and conscious-
ness was inconceivable - that is, it was impossible; there was no
awareness of it. Now this earth and these trees have absolutely
no knowledge of the animal and human kingdoms and cannot
conceive of them. They utterly deny them. Yet the human
kingdom sustains the animal kingdom and aids the vegetable
kingdom, though the vegetable kingdom is unaware. Similarly,
the human world has no knowledge of the Kingdom of God
and is completely ignorant of it. However, the heavenly spirits
have influence in the human world.

Observe how clear this matter is! Yet despite this, most of
the world’s scholars and learned ones are entirely unaware of
this truth. But these who are captivated by spirits speak of the
world of thought. However, a heavenly soul who is aware of the
divine realm, whose eye of insight is opened, who is detached
from the natural world and has attained spiritual power - such
a one is aware of the divine world and the realm of spirits. The
reality of the spirit is abstract - it is not physical, has no space,
and occupies no place.

5 Appreciate Mirza Ahmad Khan, for he brought you this great
glad tidings. I beseech the divine favors that in that region
the lights of the Kingdom may shine forth and the verses of
God may be chanted, that souls may arise who will become
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like Paul and Mary Magdalene. And upon you be greetings R;V;J\ Se .M;f 4254; £ s o3

and praise. <3
SW_ v11#19 p.315-316, BSTW#500a MKT3.388, BQA.075
AB04603

To: Sensui Saiki, in Japan
Date: 1920-Oct-15

O thou who art seeking the Truth! (Mr. Sensui Saiki)

Thy letter has been received. Thou hast taken much pain in
inventing the new Japanese writing. Thou hast rendered a
service to the world of humanity — May God reward thee!

Today, however, there exist many kinds of writing. That which
is most necessary and is assisted by divine confirmations is the
propagation of the heavenly Call. It is this which energizes
the world of existence. It is this which bestoweth life unto the
dead souls, which refresheth the dried tree and ornamenteth it
with leaves, blossoms and fruits. Concentrate all thine energy
in this that thou mayest make heavenly progress, that thou
mayest attain to the light of the Sun of Reality, that thou
mayest become the cause that the dead body of Japan may
attain to heavenly life, may be endowed with solar illumination
and like unto the moon and star it may shine forth.

This is important! Convey on my behalf the warmest Abha
greetings to all the friends one by one.

JWTA.039-040
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AB06337

To: Esther G Harding, in Urbana, IL
Date: 1920-Oct-15

O thou who art enamoured of the holy breathings of God!

Child education is a matter of the utmost importance. The
infant, while yet a suckling, must receive Baha’i training, and
the loving spirit of Christ and Baha’u’llah must be breathed
into him, that he may be reared in accord with the verities of
the Gospel and the Most Holy Book.

Special teachings were given to Mr. Vail, and he will surely
carry out whatever is necessary and proper, for this respected
soul is blessed. As for visiting the Holy Land, if all means of
comfort and ease are available, you and any of your relatives
may come. However, traveling with children involves much
hardship.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Beatrice O Ashton, in Swampscott, MA
Date: 1920-Oct-15

...In brief, after having deducted the yearly expenses, if there
is still any surplus left, then Huquq will be applicable to this
surplus at the rate of 19 per cent and no further payment of
Huquq will fall due on it. In the following year however, after
the annual expenses, if there is still an excess of income over the
expenditure of that second year, then Huquq will be applicable
to the amount of the excess only....

COC#1164x
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ABO05116

To: Adelbert Muhlschlegel, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Oct-16

O thou son of the Kingdom!

Thy letter has been received. It was like unto a bag of musk.
When I opened it, the fragrance of the love of God was per-
ceived. It is my hope that thy rivulet may develop into a sea
and surge with the breezes of divine guidance, casting a wave
to the East and another to the West.

Be thou deeply thankful to thy teacher and show unto her
heartfelt and spiritual gratitude, because it was she who caused
thee to hear the divine call and it was through her that thou
didst attain to eternal grace. Thou wert earthly and thou be-
camest heavenly; thou wert in darkness and thou didst attain
illumination; thou wert of the world of matter and thou be-
camest divine, and thou didst obtain a portion and share of
the eternal bestowal. Be filled with happiness and derive joy
from the melody of the Supreme Concourse!

It is my hope that thou wilt follow in the path of Baha’u’llah.
Thine honoured wife will be favoured at the threshold of One-
ness and looked upon with the eyes of the merciful Lord.

Upon thee be the Glory of the All-Glorious.

BBBD.553
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AB12435

To: Johanna Hauff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Oct-16

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Thy letter
brought the utmost joy, for verily thou art attracted to the
Kingdom and enkindled with the fire of the love of God. Be
thou ever happy and let thy nostrils be perfumed by the fra-
grances from the Abha Rose-garden. Look not to thine own ca-
pacity and ability; rather, fix thy gaze upon the eternal bounty
of the Glorious Lord. Capacity and ability are like unto a drop
which hath no capacity indeed, but look thou to the divine
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favors which are like unto a limitless ocean. My hope is that
thou mayest become a firm and steadfast maidservant of the
Kingdom of God and show forth such firmness and steadfast-
ness that all men may be amazed. Upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB12589

To: Doris Muhlschlegel, in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Oct-16

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! Thy
letter was received. Praise be to God, thou hadst spiritual joy
and divine gladness, and this is a heavenly gift. Every heart
hath a desire and every mind a thought and remembrance.
Praise be to God, thy desire is to attain nearness to the divine
Threshold. This is the greatest of desires, and this thought is
the cause of endless progress in the highest realm.

And upon thee be the Glory of the Most Glorious.

BBBD.556
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To: Fadil Mazandarani, in New York
Date: 1920-Oct-18

...Praise be to God that, as explicitly promised to you, divine
confirmations and heavenly assistance have encompassed you
from all directions. Today, detachment from all save God, at-
traction to the divine fragrances, and complete sanctification
and purification are the magnets that attract divine confirma-
tion. Praise be to God that you have achieved this. How many
souls traveled to those regions but, being captive to their de-
sires and tainted by selfish and lustful motives, seeking fame
and fortune for themselves - despite having been sent by me
- returned utterly disappointed and deprived. However, His
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Holiness Abu’l-Fadl, may the spirit of those near to God be
sacrificed for him, possessed these qualities and thus became
a center of confirmation and success, laying a foundation that
will endure forever. I hope that God will increase your confir-
mations and success day by day....
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ABUO0475

Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Oct-23

After enquiring about the health of the pilgrims Abdul Baha
said: Here is the place of health- but the place of spiritual
health. Whoever is weak and comes here will become strong,
save the person who does not believe in Baha’u’llah and who
is not firm in the Covenant and Testament of Baha’u’ullah -
his spirit is weak and his body is weak in every way. But the
person who believes in Baha'u’llah is (spiritually) strong, and
will also become cured of the diseases of the body.

Mrs. C. said, We enjoy the Persian cooking very much. Abdul
Baha said, This is because of your love. Anything which a
person likes or anyone that he likes, whatever belongs to that
person, he also likes. Any trouble he may give him he likes-
even if he beats him he likes it.

Mrs. C. said, We are looking forward to the visit at the Tomb
of the Bab tomorrow.

Abdul Baha said, Very good. Tomorrow is the day of visiting
the Blessed Tomb of the Bab. The view from the mountain is
very good. It has a good view and is very spiritual also. When
a person is up there alone at night, especially a moonlight, and
meditates, all things speak to him. His spiritual susceptibili-
ties are awakened and through these he hears, not through his
physical ears.

Mrs. C. said, that when Abdul Baha was walking in the park
in San Francisco he said of the birds and trees and flowers: All
these things have a certain sense and they are happy because
Abdul Baha is here and we are talking about God.

Abdul Baha said: These lower kingdoms are not without cer-
tain sensibilities, but compared to man they are without sense.
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There is nothing without life: The spirit is according to its
degree in creation.

For example in the mineral kingdom if the top of a cone is
cut off and chemicals which can fuse are placed therein then
gradually the cone will regain its natural form.

The philosophers have taken this fact as a proof that minerals
have life and that there is nothing without life.

It is also true in the vegetable- even cotton has a feeling. It has
been proved that is has a certain motion- it has been proved
practically.

Another instance: when a stick is placed above a creeping plant
which is growing on the earth, after five minutes it will raise
its head. Then gradually it will raise and raise until it reaches
the stick - such plants as beans, squash and other vines.

In India there is a kind of tree which is carnivorous like an
animal. As soon as an insect alights upon it the blossom sur-
rounds and absorbs it. This proves that this tree has a certain
sense.

This same is true of the animal kingdom. Everything has sensi-
bility, but man’s sensibility is very powerful because the spirit
of man is the breath of the Holy Spirit.

One of the party again mentioned the delicious food. Abdul
Baha said, Our people here cannot prepare FKuropean food-
they know how to prepare Persian food only. All their food is
Persian food.

Abdul Baha was very solicitous in selecting the proper food for
one of the pilgrims who had been ill, motioning her to take a
certain dish which was being served, saying, in English, “light
food, light food”. Mrs R. spoke of a story which Abdul Baha
told when he was in America about a man who did not know
that he had a stomach.

Abdul Baha repeated the story.

The man was on his stomach near a spring drinking water. I
said to him, do not drink the water this way, bring a cup or a
bowl and sit down and drink. He said, why not this way, what
harm is there in it? I said, this is not good for the stomach.
He said, what is a stomach? I said, very well, drink any way
you like; if you do not know that you have a stomach it will
not harm you.

Mrs. F. said that she had received a letter from Mr. F. and
that he had sent Abdul Baha his love and greeting.
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Abdul Baha said to enquire about his health and to send his
love and greeting.

After luncheon when Abdul Baha was given the picture of the
Kenosha Assembly he said: This is the cause of great happiness,
for the colored and white are gathered together. When I was
in Washington some of the notables there said they wanted to
see me but that if we had the colored people they could not
come. But now I see in this photograph that colored and white
are in the utmost love and unity.

PN_ 1920 p057, PN_ 1920 heh_ haifa p027

AB01797

To: Azizullah son of Amu Ali (Nur), in Takur
Date: 1920-Oct-23

O servant of Baha’u’llah!

Those regions and environs are the ground wherein grew the
blessed Tree, and are the homeland of the Desired One. In the
fullness of time they shall so prosper as to become the envy of
every other land.

The glorious Kaaba was at first a stony ground and stood
far from any human habitation. Its surrounding fields were
uncultivated; nay, they were a blistering desert filled with sand.
Yet, when it became associated with God, that is, when it came
to be the native land of the Apostle of God - peace be upon him,
it became the Point of adoration of all who dwell upon earth
and the Spot round which circle them that have drawn nigh
and are devoted to the divine threshold. Every year, from the
remotest lands, hundreds of thousands of believers hastened,
with heart and soul and with their every step, to visit and
circumambulate that blessed city. Mecca became a haven and
a refuge unto all men, for it was the native town of the Lord of
the worlds. Yet in His own day Mecca enjoyed not such a rank
and station. It is only after a while that its rank and station
became plain and manifest.

Now, too, dilapidated as the region and environs of Nur may
be, yet shall they erelong become prosperous and their abid-
ing glory be manifested. The whole world shall circle round
them, and they shall become the first and foremost among
the regions of the world. Before the multitudes of men, its
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inhabitants will take pride and glory in this, that they are the
descendants of the compatriots of the Blessed Beauty, that
their forefathers had attained His presence and partaken of
that surpassing bounty, and that even though they were un-
aware thereof, they were like unto the fish of the deep, which
are immersed in the sea without knowing it, and are beneath
the gaze of the Concourse on high.
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ABU1200

Words to Mrs C., spoken on 1920-Oct-23 in Haifa/Akka

Mrs. C. then gave a message from R.W. regarding the electric
lighting plants - the advisability of looking for them in Cairo,
ete.

Abdul Baha: There is no great hurry. We have lived here many
years without electric lights, and a little while longer to wait
will make no difference; what is important is the spiritual light.
I hope that you will all attain to that. We can illumine this
room with a simple lamp, but the spiritual electric light is very
important.

Mrs. C. said R.W. wanted the Master to know that he had
not neglected the matter, that was all.

Abdul Baha: I know that very well. I know the hearts and
the thoughts of all the believers. The wise physician knows
the condition of all his patients; some may be quite well, some
may be very ill, some more or less ill; but he does not always tell
the patients in what condition they are, because in the case of
one who is very ill, for instance, he might become completely
discouraged. Mr. Wilhelm is one of those whose spiritual
health is perfect.

Mrs. R. told the Master about the log cabin R.W. is building
and how the friends teased him, saying that when he finished
it he must be expecting to get married.

Abdul Baha laughed, then said: It makes no difference whether
one marries or not, that is of importance only to the individual.

I do not command, they make their own choice.
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Mrs. R. asked a question for Mrs. W.: Did Methuselah live 900
years according to our reckoning, or has the statement another
meaning?

Abdul Baha: It does not mean that he lived 900 years as we
count them. In ancient times the people were much interested
in astrology and they always looked at the stars under which
any one was born. If, for instance, one happened to be born
under the sign of the moon, his age would be reckoned accord-
ing to the lunar months - each month as a year; or, if one
happened to be born under the sign of the sun, his age would
be reckoned according to the days of the sun, and in the Bible
it says that each day is as a year in the sight of God.

These questions are not very important.

PN_ 1920 p068

ABU0470

Words spoken at Shrine of the Bab, 1920-Oct-24 in Haifa

There are many collective forces in the world of existence which
bring together the scattered, which unite different ideals and
give uniformity to diverse customs. For instance, one of the col-
lective forces is racial consciousness. For example, the racial
consciousness of the Germans is the collective force for Ger-
many. Similarly, racial consciousness is the collective force for
the Americans, and so on for every nation.

It may be that the collective force is patriotism. People who
are very different from one another will be gathered together
through patriotism, they act unitedly.

It may be that collective force is science. The universality of
science gathers together people of diverse thoughts.

Again, it may be that the collective force is political. It will
gather together people of different nationalities, uniting them
under one flag.

Education may also be a collective force. In brief, collective
forces are many, but all these become the cause of outward or
human unity. But the Breath of the Holy Spirit is the collective
force which brings together the friends of God. This is like unto
a firmly rooted tree. The fruit is not for one month or one year,
it is eternal. That is the real collective force.
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Today the greatest collective force is the Kingdom of God. It
collects or brings together different peoples under one banner,
it unites people of different religions under one pavilion. Dif-
ferent people become quickened by one breath. It is so all
inclusive and mighty that it changes the souls of different peo-
ple into the waves of one ocean, which is the Kingdom of God.

Now this gathering is a heavenly gathering; its union is divine;
its oneness is of the heart and spirit and tongue. This is true
in all respects; this is why it is so unshakeable.

The members of this gathering- how different they are, yet the
power of the Kingdom has in this way united us. It is my hope
that our spiritual sensibilities may progress to such a degree
that our material differences will be of no importance; that the
darkness of the world of nature may not prevent the heavenly
illumination and that we may act according to the teachings
of Baha’u’llah as we ought to- this is my hope.

In the time of His Holiness, the prophet (Mohammed) there
were two tribes - Ous and Khazraj. These tribes were in the
utmost hostility and hatred. For several centuries they were at
war. As soon as they would meet they would kill one another,
whether in villages, towns or cities. It was impossible for one
of the tribes of Ous to meet one of the tribe of Khazraj, with-
out killing him. Then these two tribes became believers and
became as brothers.

Then God says: (Koran) “If you had given away everything
on earth you would not have been able to create friendship in
their hearts, but God was able to do so.”

Faith is the cause of perfect friendship, but it should be com-
plete faith; that will be the collective force.

Every cause which has a firm foundation is the means of unity
and harmony; it becomes a collective force. Now what is the
collective force in this tree- it is its root. It is the root that
unites the trunk, the branches and the leaves. When the root
is firm, it becomes the collective force. Therefore, every cause
which is firmly rooted becomes a collective force.

On the contrary, every cause which is wavering can never be a
collective force.

Abdul Baha showed a picture of the German believers and said:
“These are the friends of one city in Germany. In other cities
there are also friends.” One believer went from America to
Germany- Mr. Remey. He served the Cause there. Praise be
to God, (pointing to the picture) This is through the power
of the Word of God. From where are we and from where are
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they? They (the Germans) were saying, “We are a civilized
nation and the Orientals are uncivilized”.

Now see the power of the Word of God before which all the
great heads have bowed. Verily, verily, see what one sincere
soul can do. If one sees Mr. Remey, one cannot believe that
he is the Mason Remey.

His father was an admiral who is now retired. How much his
parents tormented him. They said: “You are not one of us,
you do not belong to us, we disown you.” His father was rich,
but Mr. Remey worked and lived very economically, and thus
saved the means for travelling. He traveled to Honolulu, in the
Hawaiian islands; to Ischabad, in Russian Turkestan; to Persia
and to India. He traveled in the same way that His Holiness
Christ instructed: “Shake the dust from your feet, etc.”

PN_ 1920 p061, PN__1920_heh p002, PN__1920__heh_ haifa p038

ABU0609

Words to Emogene Hoagg et al, spoken on 1920-Oct-24 in Haifa

Look at the beautiful view and the beautiful weather. If you
are ill we will have to fine you!

A. B. How is Emogene? It is good that thou didst not go until
the friends came.

Emogene: T am very happy.
Mrs. C. We are also happy to find her here.

A. B. When I look at the flag in the distance, it reminds me of
the King (Louis) of France. He killed many of the Christians.
Wherever they could be found he killed them. Then at last
a thought came to him. ‘We have killed the Christians, what
result did we get out of it - day by day this lamp grows brighter
and this sun shines brighter. It is sure that the end of it is
greater than this.

As much as I caught them, punished them, banished them and
killed them, their flag was raised higher. There is no doubt
that this flag (Christian), will be raised in the future, and our
flag will come down. Therefore it is better that we remedy the
past before our flag is defeated and we come under that flag.
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He gathered all the princes and ministers addressing them, say-
ing: ‘What have we done to the Christians?’ They said, ‘With
the utmost power we began to kill and annihilate them.” Then
Louis said: What was the use of it, could we annihilate them,
could we extinguish this light, could we keep this flag from be-
ing upraised? There is no doubt that this flag will be raised,
and it will bring down our flag. Now as long as our flag has
not come down, let us go under that flag.

They became excited and brought objections. He advised them
saying: ‘You do not know, but I know what the result will be.
[Take?] this from me; there is nothing better than this, that
we should go under the flag, and repent and beg and lament -
perchance, God may forgive our sins’.

Gradually he satisfied them. Then he sent for the Christians,
but all were hidden. He then published a notice saying: ‘If one
of the revered Christians will come before me, I will guarantee
his safety and his comfort. I will guarantee absolutely.

One of the blessed and revered souls who was in reality fol-
lowing Christ, went to the king. After the king asked many
questions and received answers he said: ‘If one wishes to be-
come a Christian what is one to do? We want to come under
this flag of Christ and announce it, so that all our country may
become Christian - what are we to do?” The Christians said:
“You have repented - that itself is faith - all your sins will be
forgiven, and you will enter the everlasting life. You will be
cured from all illness and trouble. Command that one of the
temples be cleared and put in order; and some day you will
come to the church and pray, and then you will announce that
the state religion is the religion of Christ.

The king did so. He emptied one of the temples of its idols,
put it in order and placed a bell therein. When the bell was
rung they cried, ‘What does this mean?’ They were told that
the king had become Christian with all his family and court.
The people came in crowds to watch the king and his courtiers
come from the palace dressed in their royal robes.

When they arrived at the door of the church, the king threw
his crown on the ground. All the others followed his example.
Then Louis entered the church with the utmost humility and
commanded that the prayers should be read. When he came
out he said: ‘The state religion is to be that of Christ. His
family remained Christian.

Mrs. C. Is this the whole wheat bread that the Master said
contained all the elements necessary to the body of man?
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A.B. Yes, if man had no other food he could live well on this
bread - it would be sufficient for his health.

PN__1920 p084, PN__1920_heh_ haifa p033, PN__1920__heh_ haifa p053
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Words to Mrs C. et al, spoken on 1920-Oct-24 in Haifa

This is why Christ said: V'’ I am the heavenly bread; he who
eats of this bread shall never die i.e., of this heavenly bread’.

Abdul-Baha told Mrs. F. not to eat a certain food on her plate
as she had been ill. Mrs. F. said that if she went home so thin
her husband might not receive her.

A. B. Thou are accepted before God. Even though you may
be weak here, he your husband ought to accept you. If man
accepts a person, at the end he will not be with him. If a
man leaves this world his friends cannot go with him under
the ground; they go only to the grave and return. But God
is everywhere with him. He will not leave man, either over or
under the earth.

Never forget these days - remember them. The more you re-
member them, the more spiritual you will become. Appreciate
the value of these days. The cool breeze does not always blow;
the rain does not always come; the trees do not always bear
fruit.

Now you are in such days that the breeze in continually blow-
ing; the rain is continually falling; the divine tree [is bearing]
fruit continually. Appreciate their value. These are the days
of spring, the days of Baha'u’llah. The days of autumn and
winter will come. Now these days are the days of Baha’u’llah.
Trees grow in the springtime, in the springtime they blossom,
in the springtime they bear fruit. In autumn they do not bear
fruit - nay rather their leaves become yellow and drop and they
become like dry wood. Look here Fugeta - see - here are Mrs.
Goodall and Mrs. Cooper. God has brought them here to
thee. (to the ladies) Fugeta was longing to see you here. See
the power of God: this is a Japanese youth - see how He has
brought him here and made him to enter the kingdom of God.
These people who have lived in ‘Akka for fifty years have not
realized the importance of the Cause of God - they are totally
deprived. This is the condition which Christ foretold: “(men)
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shall come from the east and from the west, etc. but the sons
of the Kingdom shall go out, etc., (find correct quote).

Mrs. F.: Mrs. C. was ill in bed for several days in Naples.

Mrs. C.: And called in a doctor; for Abdul-Baha taught me
that when I was in Akka before.

A.B.: The Blessed Beauty says that when man becomes ill he
should refer to a doctor, for he knows how to diagnose the
illness. However much a man may have done carpentering
(or learned carpentering), the carpenter is always better. A
learned man may try to become a chauffeur but he will not be
like a real (trained?) chauffeur - one who has studied in college,
naturally such a one is better. A good number of people in the
Orient become afflicted with diseases, and the reason is that
they do not refer their cases to a doctor. For instance, these
Arabs may have twenty children but only two or three will live;
the others die, for when they become ill they do not refer to a
doctor: they say, Let him eat whatever he likes, etc., (when he
is ill).

PN_ 1920 p086
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Words to Emogene Hoagg et al, spoken on 1920-Oct-24 in Haifa

I have suffered so much here, if you suffer a little there will
be no harm, for then we will be partners. The days one must
pass, we either pass them in ease or pain - and both pass. So we
must pass our time so that we may have a result. Baha[‘u’llah]
suffered much. Not a day he spent in ease. He was [in| prison,
in exile, and persecution, under chains.

When a lover meets his beloved the first thing he speaks about
is the trouble and difficulties he has had for the sake of his
love. The beloved is happy to hear this because it shows how
strong was his love, and how steadfast and firm. That is what
Ch[rist] said to his disciples, “If you will be persecuted for my
sake”, etc.”

It is not bad for us to suffer, then we will be in the [...] of
Baha with Him. Those who pass their time in ease are like the
animals. Suffering in the path of God is a blessing.

PN_1920_ heh_ haifa p036
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Words to Emogene Hoagg et al, spoken on 1920-Oct-24 in Haifa

Mrs. Cooper— We miss Hadji Mirza Hyder Ali very much - we
hear that he has passed away.

Abdul Baha— Yes; he ascended. Hadji Mirza Hyder Ali was one
of the souls who was immersed in the Kingdom of God; he was
unaware of the material world; he lost himself in Baha’u’llah;

he had no thought by day or night save that of the Kingdom
of God.

At the age of thirty he became a believer and remained firm
until his death. For over sixty years he had no thought save
that of service in the Kingdom. Although apparently he was
walking in earth in reality he was among those of the Supreme
Concourse.

His station is not yet known; in the future it will be appreci-
ated.

The same is true of his honor, Mirza Abdul Fazl. These two
blessed souls were two stars in the firmament of the Cause.

There is a Persian proverb: “The outer is the expression of the
inner”. For instance, this lamp is the outer, the light which it
contains is the inner. The outward in this case expresses what
is within.

PN_1920 p038, PN_1920 p062, PN_1920_heh p003, PN_1920_heh_haifa
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Words to Mrs. C, Emogene Hoagg et al, spoken on 1920-Oct-24+25 in Haifa

This is the Lord’s supper. Sometimes the material things have
a spiritual effect. For inst[ance|, music is material but has an
effect over the spirit. A sweet perfume is material, but its effect
is spiritual. Cleanliness is material, but has an effect upon the
spirit. It is our hope that although this is material food, yet it
may have a spiritual efect. H[is] H[oliness| Christ gathered his
disciples one eve[ning] at supper, [and] bestowed upon them
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his teachings because it was near the time of his crucifixion.
As many teachings as were necessary

We had a [f... Ba..] by name Hadi Hassan of Tabriz. He
was very restless and very nervous. One day he came to the
holy presence of the Blessed One. There was a quince there.
The Bllessed] Bleauty] gave it to him and said: ‘This quince
is quieting. This quince is [yours|, eat it.” Hadi H[assan]| took
[the] q[uince] and went out. He was eating and [...] ‘it is
quieting’. He [...] quiet. This restlessness was [clearly| changed
to tranquility. Now this g[uince] was material, but [...] there
was a spliritual] ‘effect’. [...] he would eat the quince and say
to him ‘this is qu[ieting] -eat!’

[E.H.]-we have been to h[eaven] today.

A.B. God willing you will always be in hleaven|. In the bible
he says ‘no one goes to hleaven] save the one who came from

heaven. Then it says ‘The son of man said “I am [...] heaven”
while he was on earth. This is in the Bible. Now consider those
ignorant ones who thought that what [...] said was not true,

whilst the “heaven” was with [...]
Lunch in Plilgrim| Hlouse] Oct. 25

PN_1920_heh_ haifa p043
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Oct-25

A.B... The gathering of the friends is like a magnet. In the
same way that a magnet draws iron to itself, the love of God
gathers them together. This is like two mirrors opposite each
other; and from the other, back to the first; for it is the one
sun which shines in them both.

The light which I receive from his Holiness Baha’u’llah I give
(that) unto you. Every grace which I receive from Him I give
back to you.

Someone praised Fugita, who was serving the friends.
A.B... From the day he came he has progressed very much.

Mrs. R... A little girl on the steamer asked me ‘What put the
salt in the sea’, and no one could answer her.
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A.B... There are salt mines in the sea as there are in the earth.
The waves come and the salt becomes mixed in the water. In
small lakes where there are no mines the water is fresh; but
where there are mines the water becomes salty. But in the
Dead Sea (Lake Loot) there is salt. The surrounding land
is salty also. The same is true of Salt Lake in America. In
the Mediterranean there is salt, but not much. But there are
other seas which have a great many mines. There are many
salt mines in the earth.

There is another way; when the rain storms come in the moun-
tains the salt is washed down to the sea. The water evaporated
and the salt remains. Whatever the storms bring from the
mountains, flows into the sea. And as these lakes (Salt Lake
and Dead Sea) have no outlets, the salt collects there. Now
they have become so salt that no animal can live in them.

Mrs. C... It is a good experience for the believers of the West
to see the love of the believers of the Fast.

A.B... Go to Persia, then you will see what live is - it is extraor-
dinary there. The believers in Persia have had great tests. For
example, their properties have been confiscated; they were im-
prisoned; their families were exiled; and in the end they them-
selves were martyred. They were subjected to such tests, yet
in the arena of martyrdom they were crying aloud; Ya Baha el
Abha. People will not leave you alone. They will insult you for
my sake. You will be blamed. How many trials you will bear.
Even your relations and near ones will desert you - will shun
you. All these are for love of me. In the same way that I have
for the sake of Baha’u’llah accepted every calamity and ordeal
in the same way you ought to accept all for my sake. That
which I have received is everlasting life. It is from Baha’u’llah
and I give it unto you.

The teaching I have received from Baha'u’llah, I give unto you.
The food which His holiness Baha'u’llah has given to me, I have
made you my partners in it. The value of this partnership is
not know(n?) now; but in the Kingdom of God you will see
that this partnership is of the Holy Spirit; that this partnership
is eternal life.

Mrs.F... We hope that we shall not fail.

A.B... God willing you will remain firm. In the same way that
I remain firm in Baha’u’llah, you will remain firm and steadfast
in me.

Mrs. C... What form will persecution in America take, will it
come through Bolshevicks?
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A.B... Tt will be a light persecution. It will not be like that in
Persia. In Persia, they killed, they beheaded.
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Oct-25

A.B... When love enters the heart the bitter water becomes
sweet; disagreeable water becomes agreeable.

When I was in Baghdad, a thorn seller invited us. His dwelling
was twenty miles from Baghdad. He had a hut made of reeds.
He invited us there. At the time we had no horse, no donkey,
no carriage; for all our possessions had been pillaged - even a
donkey had not been left us, so we went on foot. The weather
was very hot and I had no umbrella. We arrived there in the
afternoon, he had a wife who was a believer.

She took water and wheat and molded them together without
yeast. Then she dug a hole in the ground ad made a fire in it.
When the place became hot she took out the fire and put in
the dough which she had made into balls, and covered them
with the fire, later she took them out. They looked very black.
She brought some dates also. The balls were only warm dough.
We all ate them, and a few dates with our fingers. But I had
never eaten such a delicious food, for it had been cooked with
love.

At night she prepared another in the same way. It was warm
dough and dates, but we ate it with relish. Its taste is still in
my mind. How completely that man and wife were filled with
love.

PN_ 1920 p036
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To: Siyyid Abu’l-Qasim Khan et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1920-Oct-26

O ye steadfast ones! O ye firm ones! On the day of tumult and
uproar when a group, without any proof or evidence, attacked
the dwelling of one firm in the Covenant, you arose to pro-
tect and safeguard, and with complete trust caused fear and
trepidation to enter the hearts of the attackers. This was true
sacrifice, born of the power and firmness of faith. The foolish
lie in wait to find opportunity, to stretch forth the hand of
aggression and engage in oppression and enmity. This is the
weapon of the helpless - when they find themselves bereft of
the power of proof, and weak and impotent in presenting evi-
dence, rendered mute and dumb, they stretch forth the hand
of aggression. This has always been the way of the people of
falsehood and the path of the rebellious. They consider this
the final remedy, but they fall into manifest loss and suffer
severe detriment and harm.

2 These attacks become the cause of the appearance of clear
signs, and this oppression lays the groundwork and becomes
the cause of awakening the heedless and the seeking of the
seekers. Assuredly, if they would reflect for a moment, they
would never attack, but would remain silent and mute, and
crawling into the pit of suspicion and fancy, deprive themselves
of the rays of the Sun of Truth.

When the divine melody was confined to Shiraz, the oppres-
sors caused this mighty call to reach Isfahan and Tehran. And
when they strove harder and inflicted persecution and cruelty
and imposed severe punishment, it spread to all parts of Iran.
The penetrating Word of God raised its banner in Khurasan,
and when they endeavored to extinguish this lamp and en-
gaged in killing and plunder, shed the blood of the innocent
and raised heads on spears, martyred men, made children cap-
tive, humiliated women, and like the plain of tribulation made
another field of Karbila with the bloodshed of the oppressed
and stretched forth hands to take women and children captive,
the call of the Cause of God reached other lands in all corners
of the world.

And when they strove to banish and expel the manifest light
from Iran, the mighty banner was raised in Iraq. And when
they engaged in hypocrisy in Iraq, it caused the Ancient Beauty
to be exiled to the renowned city, and the mighty drum and
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the greatest bell were struck in Istanbul. And when they sent
Him with utmost oppression and enmity from the center of
Ottoman rule to Rumelia, that region too received the rays of
the manifest light. And when He was transferred from that
land to the Most Great Prison, and the ruined fortress became
the prison of the Beloved of the world of being, and the utmost
abasement and humiliation were imposed, the call of the Cause
of God and the voice of the Word of God spread to the countries
of Europe and America. It caused earthquakes in all regions,
and the people of hypocrisy became disappointed and lost. Yet
still they do not cease.

This mockery and attack caused the divine call to be raised in
all regions. Still they sleep in heedlessness and imagine that
this dying movement will cause the uprooting of the foundation
of the one true God. Far be it! Far be it! The Blessed Beauty -
may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones - states that this
agitation and clamor of the ignorant clergy on pulpits and these
cries and shouts of “O our religion! O our faith!” in paths and
places of worship are calls to the Cause of God. These souls
are the heralds of truth, but they perceive it not. Leave them
in their vain discourse to amuse themselves.

In any case, praise be to God that you have arisen as you should
and must, and defended against the attack of the plunderers.
Blessed are you for this great nobility. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Gandumpakkun, Fatimih et al.
Date: 1920-Oct-26

O family of that illustrious person! Though the title of your
lineage is “Sifter of Wheat,” the intention is not this wheat - it
is the wheat for which Adam sold the Garden of Paradise. It is
heavenly blessing and divine sustenance. That divine servant,
with complete faith, attained the presence of the Primal Point,
His Holiness the Exalted One, may my spirit be sacrificed for
Him, at a time when Shaykh Muhammad Hasan Najafi, the
renowned mujtahid, with all his pomp and circumstance, like
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Haji Mulla Hadi, turned away from that manifest Light and
Great Announcement. This is why His Holiness the Exalted
One, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him, states that Shaykh
Muhammad Hasan was deprived while the Sifter of Wheat be-
came privy to the mystery - “He makes your highest lowest and
your lowest highest.” And Mulla Hadi Dawlat-Abadi counted
himself among the learned and appointed himself the measure
of truth and falsehood, and as you know and all the people of
Isfahan witness, he would denounce His Holiness the Exalted
One from the pulpits. O people of justice, see what is happen-
ing - denouncing from pulpits while secretly being Azali, yet
still claiming leadership of the pure ones! Whence comes this
injustice and extreme tyranny?

Praise be to God, the banner of the Intended One waves in
Fast and West, and among Turk and Tajik and in Europe and
Africa and India and America the cry of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha is
raised high, despite every atheist. These great magicians desire
to challenge the manifest serpent, and these bats aim to hide
the shining sun. Alas! Alas! As Rumi said:

“I strive to hide its head

But like a banner it rises declaring ‘Here am 1!’

5 These clinging clots, who, in their hypocrisy, claim adherence

to the Ja’fari religion and reckon themselves among the most
fanatical of the Shi’ahs, inwardly murmur the watchwords of
the people of the Bayan, and vaunt their own superiority over
others. “I have a judge”—but, O my God, whom shall T ap-
point as judge?

The loved ones of God, in the arena of the Most Great Mar-
tyrdom, raise aloft the banner of Ya Baha’'u’l-Abha; while this
party, when they betake themselves to the pit of concealment,
assemble together in utmost fear and trembling, intent only on
preserving their own bodies, and thereupon praise one another.
One saith to another, “Thou art a raging lion!” Another saith,
“Thou art the lion of the Bayan!” Yet another saith, “Thou art
an elephant of India!” Thus do they display courage and valor
in words; but in the field of trial they are as foxes—fearful,
trembling, affrighted, and fleeing.

Consider, then, how exalted is the banner of Truth, and how
abased the aspiration of falsehood. And this suffices.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

(;E-“L'JWJ);OT}\ ol Szl
Gy Jol @ § cl o) Sl e,
Jt a8 Gl et (S SLeas 5 us
@sls Mo 5 £Vl Kinl 5 Kinl £l
spedae We o0 3 1y s ablcdys
s e Jbb oy g Ol Iy s s
dals Oless! £ 5 Al el 4l
Slail Jal ) s Jel & 3l 6
Pl o s o Al s el s 4 Ane
Lil s glea) o sl J)) i
)dﬁ)ii@@#éﬁd&-@“&)l{
ol s Kby ST 3 s s o
eVl S Sl a5 3L
Olmle Gl dede K Ll e L&y Conl oy
M o Ol b § e 0301 1 e
skt s o & Ol daie |y Olalis oy
S e sk Sls Ol 157 0l )

{O%Jﬁb(&ﬁd

#&Kg“&ﬁ' >)TJ.;~
Cade g Blin & larae 4l
Shacd (rfmanin S 5 5 il (g dr
SB35 w0l Oom fanss) bl 4,2
‘){wu"\’ r)‘.} 6)}‘) &\‘;}j‘_gjj'

fl{)}\b
e 68 ookt Ol s A sl

fo it O o) s dalé g VL
J%:C«\&*::}f JE s iy, s
Sl b ) S 5 a8 #) JSL
28 6505 8Lt 5 8 48 G
Slwskis J3 5 45 Ko 5 Ak uop 5
Ol s dy bt Sl celsd bl

oS s

PG REIPTR ST JW G g
LS g ST P g S By JbL o2

144



Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec) ABU0786

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory, LQC%Y\ L) ;ﬁ.lc 4 8

MSHR3.203-204, NSS.158-159

ABUO0786

Answer to questions from pilgrims, Haifa, 1920-Oct-26

QUESTION: Some of the friends in America say that the Fast
is not to be observed now but in the future.

‘ABDUL-BAHA: In places where it will be the cause of trouble,
such as in Bokhara or Afghanistan, or in some of the towns in
Persia, the Fast cannot be kept. In these places if the friends
fast it will be the cause of trouble, people will rise against them.
But in those places where there is safety and security it should
be kept. I fasted sixty years-the first one who fasted was I.

QUESTION: In a family where it is difficult, should one at-
tempt to keep the Fast?

‘ABDUL-BAHA: Difficulty is not a preventative. But if fasting
gives rise to inharmony it is injurious.

QUESTION: If it is not possible to take breakfast before sun-
rise, should one keep the Fast the best one can?

‘ABDUL-BAHA: If there be a preventative, it should not be
kept. As far as one possibly can, yes; but if there be any
preventative at any time, no. But after sunrise one cannot eat.
I used to Fast from sunset to sunset. Early morning eating
was difficult for me, therefore when I ate in the evening I took
nothing else until the following evening.

QUESTION: If one’s health does not seem to permit of fasting
should one keep the Fast?

‘ABDUL-BAHA: In that case the doctor must decide. The
object is not this, that not eating is not forbidden; but eating
is forbidden. This is the object: not eating is not forbidden,
but eating is forbidden.

QUESTION: When it is difficult or impossible to begin at sun-
rise is it possible to keep the Fast as much as one can?

‘ABDUL-BAHA: No. After the sunrise nothing should taken
unless the doctor says that fasting would be injurious (to one’s
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health). In that case, one can eat at any time one wishes. But
the whole time (of fasting) is only twelve hours-this is nothing.

QUESTION: Some of the friends think the life is so strenuous
in America that it is not possible to work there and keep the
Fast.

‘ABDUL-BAHA: In the Torah the command for fasting is from
sunset to sunset for three days. For three days and three nights
they, the Jews, take nothing. This is not obligatory. There are
Fasts of three days, seven days and nine days. Mr. X. in Persia
did not believe that one could fast for nine days. He brought
a Jew and imprisoned him in a room and locked the door, and
did not permit anything (food or water) to be taken to him.
Indeed, his prisoner took nothing for nine days, not even water.
For six days he slept, then he could not sleep any more, but
he was very weak. But now, in this Revelation, it is for only
twelve hours-very little.

QUESTION: Should those men keep the Fast who are em-
ployed in mines, steel mills, etc., where it seems necessary to
eat often to keep up their energy?

‘ABDUL-BAHA: This depends upon the advice of an expert
doctor. If the doctor says that fasting would be injurious to
the health of such people they should not fast.

QUESTION: What is the age limit for fasting?
‘ABDUL-BAHA: Seventy years.

SW_ v11#19 p.328-329, PN_1920 p049, PN_1920 p052, PN_1920 p059,
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AB01342

To: Gulafruz et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Oct-26

O leaves of the luminous Tree! In this dawn when the di-
vine light radiates and shines from the hidden spiritual horizon,
‘Abdu’l-Baha has raised the banner of faithfulness in remem-
brance of you and has undertaken to write this letter so that
you may all know that this soul and heart is the wellspring
of supreme kindness and is infinitely loving toward the divine
loved ones and the handmaids of the Merciful. The purpose is
that you are the flowers in the garden of God’s love and the

§ P (135 4ily5 fope Sy ) 1
Y5 bl ol e Gl & 51 A1y
Gy ) by )y W 5T Tl
Js 50l A 8 wily 8 b as s anls
bl A sl 4y ol 68 S35 0
L S o (ol s guaie OL e i Gl
Lebol o 2 Dl 5 dgll o2 26 s3]

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 146


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_19
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1920.pdf#page=49
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1920.pdf#page=52
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1920.pdf#page=59
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1920.pdf#page=93
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1920.pdf#page=111
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1920_heh_haifa.pdf#page=58
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_101-150.pdf#page=42

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB04276

leaves of the tree whose “root is firmly fixed and its branches
reach to heaven.” This is from the gifts of Baha’u’llah.

Praise and glorification are due, that we may offer thanksgiving
and until the melody and song and the music of harp and
drum and the intoxicated inclinations manifest the effect of
nightly wine-drinking. Be filled with joy and gladness, strive
in acceptable service, attain abundant grace, and become the
cause of guidance to the multitudes. Become so intoxicated
with the wine of the love of God that you will establish the
feast of Alast, become enraptured with the wine of love, and
on the field of battle route the hosts of the Covenant-breakers
and violators. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04276

To: Jamshid Khudadad Hakim, in Bombay
Date: 1920-Oct-26

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter arrived and
brought great glad tidings that Jinab-i-Ardishir arrived like
milk and honey and became the cause of fellowship and love
among the friends. This was not just news - it was a fragrant
flower, it was musk and ambergris. The spiritual ones’ nos-
trils become perfumed from such musk-laden news. Today the
confirmations of the Abha Kingdom are rushing and surging
forward like the hosts of the Concourse on High, but discord
between the friends of God becomes a barrier wall and an ob-
structing rampart. Praise be to God that Ardishir’s arrival
became the cause of fellowship and love.

As for the matter of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, come together
with the friends in utmost love and unity, consult and delve
into this matter and reach a unanimous decision, and submit
a request to the Government for a site. Now proceed to secure
a plot of land. God willing, this request shall meet with the
Government’s approval. However, the most important factor is
unity and fellowship amongst the friends. As Rumi says: The
souls of wolves and dogs are separate from one another, but
united are the souls of the lions of God.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. w‘w L) ;lc 3

MSHR3.023, YARP2.451 p.337

ABU2021

Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Oct-26

A.B... All the people are negligent, they are not thinking of
pleasing God and spreading the word of God. Notwithstanding
it has been tried (and found out) that whoever tried to please
the people displeased God, and he who tried to please God,
became assisted and confirmed. God ordained this order that
men might become liberated. Notwithstanding this the Blessed
Beauty was very kind to the father of the Prime Minister. His
grandfather used to visit the house of the Blessed Beauty every
night.

The heavenly food is good. This food (speaking of the food
at the table) gives trouble (indigestion). That heavenly food
gives strength and salvation. The effect of this food is only
for a day; but the strength of that is everlasting. It is strange
that the people are so ignorant about it and are unaware of
the heavenly food. How devoted they are to darkness. Even
now they are running away from light. Like a thief who always
runs away from the light, and who wishes for darkness upon
darkness. Why? Because light reveals his wickedness. The
owner of the house wants it always to be lighted, but the thief
wants darkness.

PN__1920_heh_ haifa p057
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ABUO0314

Words spoken at Haifa pilgrim house, 1920-Oct-27

Mrs. C... We have always understood that ‘Abdu’l-Baha did
not eat meat, but we see that he does. Is he not eating it to
please us.

A.B... Yes, I eat it in order that I may be your partner. In
the same way, in the world of the Kingdom, I may be your
partner, God willing, that on earth and in heaven we may be
co-partners. You are always and every where with me.

Mrs. R... “Will the unworthy ones be with the worthy ones in
the kingdom?

A.B... Yes, thru the grace of God. If God acts with mercy
it will be so. When a teacher is kind, he accepts the children
who have not capacity as well; for He knows that these will
find capacity while in the school. This is the way that a kind
teacher acts. A kind father also accepts those children who
have capacity and those of his who have not.

Mrs. R... I meant myself only, not others.

A.B... God willing, thou wilt become worthy. I am educating
thee so that thou mayest become worthy.

Mrs. R... That makes me very happy.

Mrs. F... Is this the time to write plays based upon the perse-
cution of the Baha’is and the history of the Cause for presen-
tation to the people thru the moving pictures?

AB... Tt is very good. It will have much effect. It will have
great effect. Have you seen the picture of Mirza Badi who took
the epistle of the Blessed Beauty (to the Shah Have you seen
it?

All... Yes. We have seen it.

A.B... It is in the room of the Greatest Holy Leaf. Ask and
they will show it to you.

All... We have seen it in America.
A.B... This one is colored. They colored this in Tehran.

Mrs. F... In speaking of the persecutions, I mean: to display
the pictures in public places?

A.B... Yes. Then one likes a thing, even though it is given
underground, he likes it.
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Mrs. C... Is the prayer, “Is there any remover of difficulties”
etc... to be used 95 times every morning for 19 days?

A.B... Every day in the morning 95 times, either for 9 days or
19 days.

Mrs. C... Is not the obligatory prayer, or daily prayer, to be
used in the West as well as the East.

A.B... There are THREE prayers. One is necessary.

Mrs. F... Some people think that these prayers are for the
East only, especially those with the prostrations... washing
the hands etc.

A.B... There are THREE DAILY PRAYERS. One of them has
no prostrations, one only sits and repeats it. This is the easiest
of all, but the second one has the prostrations. The THIRD
one, the longest, has many prostrations.

Those who are attracted will never be satisfied no matter how
much they pray. But those souls who are busy and have much
to do, can only say the short prayer.

When the Mashrak-el-Adkar is built, then the matter of prayer
will become adjusted. Now it is the beginning.

Mrs. C... We saw Mr. and Mrs. Bougois in Chicago they were
hoping to come soon to visit ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

A.B... T have sent word for them to come in the spring.

Mrs. F... It seems a pity to build the Mashrek-el-Adhkar only
half the size of the original plan.

A.B... The original would cost several million (dollars). If it is
according to the original plan it would take about fifty years
to build it.

Mrs. R... They hope to start the building early in the spring.

Mrs. C... I wish to speak about Mr. McNutt. He has sent a
copy of his introduction to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Addresses in Amer-
ica, which are soon to be published.

A.B... All right.

Mrs. C... Mr. McNutt sold his home. After which a Tablet
came telling him to keep it, so Mr. McNutt took it back, then
submitted the matter to the Baha’i Board to see what could be
done. They decided to improve it and make it income bearing
property. Does A.B. approve of this plan? The property, make
big improvements and use it as a Baha’i home. Must be income
bearing so the friends can be able to buy it from McNutt. Is
this approved?
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A.B... Very good. If they, the believers, buy it is very good.
This house will remain as a remembrance.

Mrs. C... They will rebuild and have rooms for visiting and
permanent guests; thus it will become income bearing property.

A.B... Very good. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has spoken in that house:
His Holiness Baha’u’llah has been mentioned there; ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has given the proofs and arguments of the teachings of
His Holiness Baha'u’llah there; the confirmations of the Holy
Spirit descended upon that house.

Mrs. C... Miss Jean Masson who is writing by ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
command an answer to the Wilson Book, sends her love to the
Master, and begs his assistance in this difficult task.

A.B... God willing, she will be assisted. Mr. Mirza Abul Fazl
has also written such an answer, have you seen it? He has
written it very well. There was a missionary from Tabriz who
happened to meet Lady Blomfield in London. - - This is rather
amusing - - He called at her house and spoke to her very freely
against the Cause, trying to fill her mind with doubts about
the Movement. Lady Blomfield listened patiently to all he had
to say. He thought he has impressed her. Finally he asked her
what she thought of all he had told her. She answered with
great dignity: “What you have said is exactly the same as the
Pharisees said concerning Christ; you are one of the Pharisees
yourself.” He became angry and got up and went away.

PN_1920_ heh_ haifa p059

ABU1558

Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Oct-28

A.B... The Jews were expecting the appearance of His Holiness
Christ, but they were expecting him to come with certain signs.

First: They were expecting him to come from an unknown
place. They knew that His Holiness came from Nazareth. This
is written in the Bible. They understood that His Holiness
would have to come from an unknown place. This they learned
from the Books of the Prophets not from their own imagina-
tions. This is correct. The meaning of the unknown place,
i.e. of the other world, was the world of God, but did not
understand this, but thoughts it meant from an unknown city.
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Secondly: The scepter must be of iron, i.e. he would appear
with a sword, while His Holiness Christ did not possess even
a wooden stick. This also is correct. The meaning of an iron
scepter or the sword or the sword is the tongue of His Holiness
which divided the truth from untruth, or truth from falsehood.
But the Jews thought that the sword was to be of iron.

Third: That he should sit on the throne of David. It is clear
that he did not have a throne: he did not have even a mat to
sit on. The throne of His Holiness is a heavenly throne, not a
throne which is built of gold and silver.

Fourth: That he should conquer the East and the West. But
in reality His Holiness did not conquer the East and the West
with a sword. He conquered it with the power of the Holy
Spirit.

Fifth: That he should reign for a thousand years. For three
years he lived under the greatest difficulties.

PN_1920_heh_ haifa p061

ABU0408

Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Oct-29
Question/topic: Will Abdu’l-Baha speak of the cave of Elijah and the Israelites who were here at
the time of Elijah, that we may take his words to the Jews in America?

A.B... Some souls appeared among the Jews, the people of
Moses, who concealed their real motives, but apparently they
arose to work as a religious people.

After his Holiness Solomon, someone appeared called Jer-
oboam, who conspired with the majority of the Israelites
against Rehaboam, and succeeded. He, Jeroboam, like unto
the violators of today, concealed his real purpose. The first
thing that he did was to tell the Israelites that in the time
of Solomon, the taxes were very burdensome; but now that
Rehaboam was on the throne, they should ask him to lighten
the burdens, so that his reign might be prosperous. This
concession would please all the people. He set this trap in
the guise of kindness, telling them that as the king was kind,
he would surely grant their request. All the people became
happy. He led them to the king and asked him to lighten the
taxes. Rehaboam consulted with the old men, and they agreed
that there was no harm in making this concession. Then he
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consulted with the young men; but they objected saying: since
you have just succeeded to the throne, you had better refuse
this request, so that the people may not get into the habit of
demanding such concessions, otherwise every day they will
find a pretext for making more demands. In brief, Jeroboam
created this dissention. Rehaboam told the people that his
father had been just; that the taxes had been moderate, and
it was not possible to lighten them anymore. Nay rather, he
should add to them. Jeroboam talked with the people and
increased the dissention. Jeroboam was thinking of leadership
for himself; but he was concealing the real purpose. In the
guise of kindness he expressed his sympathy for the people,
and told them that Rehaboam was not a kind king, and was
not considerate of them. In short, he went on with his intrigue
to such an extent that he produced great rebellion among the
Israelites.

Day by day that rebellion increased until the Jews gave up
religion, the religion of God. Finally it resulted in their giving
up entirely the worship of God and began to worship Baal.
The founder of the idol worship was Jeroboam. The rebellion
grew, until war broke out between Jeroboam and Rehaboam,
in which many people were killed. All their wise men failed
to cure the evil; darkness upon darkness overtook them. The
Israelites became degenerate; corruption reached such a point
that they became worshippers of Baal. In Tyre there was an
idol made of copper, called Baal; it was hollow and under it
they would build a fire. The arms were extended. The priest
would come and place a child on the arms and the child would
be burned until it would be consumed to ashes. Thus the
Israelites worshipped Baal.

The violators of the Jews pretended to be religious and ended
in idol worship. At such a time his honor, Elijah appeared.
He dwelt in this cave and his food consisted of fish which he
himself caught. Elijah gathered some of the young men and
taught them the religion of God in the cave. They became
holy souls. Having educated them, he sent them out to teach
among the people. In this way he trained the Israelites and
reestablished the religion of God.

Now the Israelites were divided into two parties: One became
worshippers of God, the other remained idol worshippers.
These two parties fought together until they decided upon—
so that it might be known which party was right. They
decided that both of them should offer a sacrifice; that fire
might come down from heaven to burn the sacrifice of one of
them. Whichever sacrifice was burned that party was the true
one.
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The priests of Baal came and brought a few ears of corn for
sacrifice, and prayed from morning until evening; but nor fire
descended from heaven. Then his honor Elijah killed a lamb
and offered it as a sacrifice; and suddenly a fire appeared and
burned the lamb.

So it was proved that Elijah was the true one. Then Elijah
ordered the priests of Baal to be killed. He reestablished the
religion of Moses. Complete reformation was established. Idol
worship was abolished. Again the Jews became worshippers of
God. The social and political affairs were also improved.

Having finished his mission, Elijah sought retirement and dis-
appeared from among the people.

Now the Jews believe that a chariot of fire descended from
heaven and caught him up to heaven; but the fact is that he
retired to spend his time in communion with God. This is the
story.

Mrs. F... Is it true that real fire burned the lamb? This seems
like superstition.

A.B... This has significance; it needs explanation. The point
is this, this is the fire of the love of God.

Mrs. F... Was the town of Haifa here at that time?

A.B... Yes; at the place where the convent is now situated. It
was Haifa, which means in the Phoenician language, the foot
of the mountain.

Mrs. F... How long did Elijah remain here to teach?

A.B... From twenty to thirty years - until he completed his
work of educating the people.

PN_ 1920 p033, PN_1920_heh p005, PN_ 1920 _heh_ haifa p064

ABU0471

Words to Mrs Hoagg et al, spoken on 1920-Oct-29 in Haifa

E.C. Spoke about scientific tests on animals.

A.B. In the books of God there is no mention of this subject,
but in the religion of God eating meat is permissible. Man can
live without meat. To kill an animal and eat his flesh seems
to be cruelty, but today it is almost impossible for the people
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not to eat the flesh of animals. It is difficult to tell people to
eat pork, mutton, beef, fish. Supposing that they do not eat
these, what are they going to do about drinking water: for
in this glass there are thousands of living animalculae which
cannot be seen under the microscope, swimming on the water.
They are dancing in the air that man breathes... They enter
the body of man and die. This cheese is full of them. If you
put it under the microscope you will see them moving. When
you consider this with a broader view, you see it is not possible
not to eat animals. Why is it permissible?

We must observe that these animals which are in the cheese
represent animal life without intelligence, but you are eating
them. This transfers them from the animal kingdom to the
human kingdom. They were without intelligence and no they
find intelligence; they were bereft of knowledge and now they
attain knowledge. Their sensibilities were primitive now they
become developed, they receive a portion in thinking and rea-
soning. Then these animals which you are eating evolve from
a low stage to a higher stage of existence. Therefore it is per-
missible to eat animals.

Because the purpose is for the advancement of human wel-
fare vivisection is permissible, but provided cruelty is not prac-
ticed...

For instance the animal which is diseased suffers more than if
he were to die. To die is better than to suffer. If it does this
thru vivisection it is for a high purpose.

R... They breed animals ... for this purpose.

B. Note that part on which they must operate must be sound..
but it is not necessary that the entire body be sound. For
instance they may want to experiment on the eye, the eye
must be sound.

H.. They give serums and watch the effect of disease on the
animal.

A.B... If some one suffered with gout, it is so troublesome he
prefers death, but his mind works intelligently. For instance,
if the brain is diseased and one becomes insane, but his hands
and feet are all right... his head is diseased but his body is
all right. One is suffering from cancer, every day the pain in-
creases and it is worse than death, but his brain is all right.
If they experiment on this suffering animal, and he should die,
it will shorten his suffering. There is great advantage in vivi-
section because by these experiments on animals humanity is
saved from thousands of diseases... The animal should be chlo-
roformed.
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H.H. They do not use chloroform.

A.B. They should use chloroform. There are many diseases
that can be discovered thru postmortem examination. They
physicians of old did not use vivisection, they operated on dead.

The Blessed Perfection often would say that if man would be
content with vegetable diet it would be well. Vegetable diet is
cleaner than animal diet.

E.C... There is a great movement in America and England
against vivisection. They claim there is not enough scientific
result to compensate.

A B... Diseased animals that cannot recover had better be used
for vivisection, and not those which are sound.

They claim vivisection on sound animals, and we say it should
be done on the sound organ or sound limb. There are many
cases where half of the body is paralyzed and the brain worked
well. There was once a Pasha whose whole body to his neck
was paralyzed; two parts only were sound: his brain and his
alimentary canal. For several years he was a governor general
and he was very efficient. He had no hands to use, someone
else had to feed him. If he was stung by an insect he did not
feel it at all; if a dog bit him he could not feel it, but his brain
was working perfectly. He governed far better than those who
were sound.

Every act can be done with tyranny or with justice. In vivisec-
tion justice and not tyranny should be practiced. If they do
not give chloroform to a healthy animal it is tyranny.

About criminals...

A.B. Not at all. Even those who are condemned to death
should be killed in such a way as not to feel it... with electricity.

PN_1920_heh p006, PN__1920_ heh_ haifa p061
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nowv-02

A.B... T wanted to come for breakfast this morning but could
not. I have been serving the people at lunch at the other house
and now I have come here.

His Holiness Christ said, that the one who wishes to be greatest
among you must be your servant. (In English) good servant,
good servant!

One must be either a serpent or a servant: he must choose.
The people who are arrogant are serpents not servants.

It is very difficult to arrange the matter concerning Mrs B’s
land. The work which Assad’u’llah and Fareed did was not
solid. At that time they should have secured a title from the
government. They failed to do this. Now it would be better
to sell it. It is worth twice as much as she paid for it. If she
paid 100 lbs, sell it for 200 Ibs. Find out how much she paid,
then after the price is found out it can be bought by some one.
This is better. It is in the name of Enayatullah, and not Mrs.
B., so it can be sold. If it were in her name it could not be
sold. T have thought(?) much over this and have come to that
conclusion. I will pay Mrs. B. the price if she is willing to sell.
Send a cable and find out and I will send the money-thus the
matter may be solved. It has been un settled for ten years.
This is better.

Mrs. C... Mrs. B. wished to give it to ‘Abdu’l-Baha if it still
belongs to her.

A.B... I cannot accept it, as Mrs. B. is needy, but do not tell
her this.

I once bought a piece of land. There was a man who was very
antagonistic and tried to prevent my securing a title: but with
great difficulty everything was settled. This man even tried to
bribe the government. When it was all settled and my title
was clear I sent word to Baha'ullah and He sent back word:
“Leave the earth to the people of the earth” and I immediately
destroyed the title and gave the land to the man.

Mrs. C... Does the Master approve of the believers buying
land here?

A.B... Yes, very good!

Mrs. F... Will the land on Mt Carmel belong to believers
eventually?
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A.B... Yes, all the land of Haifa and Acca will belong to be-
lievers.

Mrs. R. mentioned about Mrs. Nourse’s land on Mt. Carmel,
and asked if she should communicate with Fareed about getting
it back.

A.B... T do not say to anyone to complain about another. She
is authorized to do what she likes. ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not
command anyone to have a law suit. Cable to Mrs. B...

PN_1920_heh_ haifa p063
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To: Mirza Styyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama
Date: 1920-Nov-03

My God! My God! Verily Your servant Nazim was one who
suppressed anger and forgave sins and harm, showing kindness
to enemies even if they were the most bitter foes, thirsting for
the fountainhead of guidance, yearning to attain the Supreme
Concourse, and eagerly anticipating the appointed time until
his desire was fulfilled and his destiny arrived, and he drank
the cup of death and soared like a dove to the flying place of
the birds of immortality.

O Lord, make his nest upon the highest branches of the Lote
Tree of the Utmost Boundary that he may warble like the dove
in the Supreme Paradise with the most wondrous melodies in
abundant gratitude for Your bestowals with which You have
specially favored those drawn nigh from among the chosen ones.
O Lord, make his arrival praiseworthy and his advent blessed,
and immerse him in the seas of Your favors in the precincts
of Your greatest mercy, and cause him to speak Your praise
in Your verdant garden and Your flourishing paradise. Ver-
ily You are the Mighty, the Generous, and verily You are the
Pardoning, the Forgiving, the Merciful.
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Words spoken at House of the Master in Haifa, 1920-Nov-04

Not one among the former religions, such as the Jews, spoke a
word of praise of H.H. Christ, or concerning H.H.Mohammed.
They said to Noah “We do not see thy followers except a few
vagabonds”. Now the Cause is shining with such glory that a
person such as M.M. the Prime Minister says, that a servant of
the servants of the Blessed Beauty is the first mind of the world.
How great is the Cause! Not withstanding this the Persians
are negligent. M.M. says so and the unfaithful relatives, how
unjust they are! Almost all the people despised H.H. Christ.
The Mohammedans do not know what the people did to H.H.
the Prophet.

Koran -Sura - Abu Lahab (Father of Flame) The hands of
Abu Lahab shall perish and he shall perish. His riches shall
not profit him neither that which he hath gained. He shall go
down to be burned in the flaming fire; and his wire also bearing
wood, having on her neck a cord twisted fibres of a palm tree”.

A.B. “When this Sura was revealed the wife of Abu Lahab
became indignant and started to go and see Mohammed. On
her way she met with the wife of Abu Jahl (Father of Igno-
rance). The latter asked her where she was going and she said,
I am going to a man who thinks he is a prophet”. She asked
her business with him. The wife of A.L. said “I am the most
revered soul in my tribe and acknowledged to be the queen of
the tribes. How does he dare to call me a bearer of wood. I
want to ask him, how do you dare call me a bearer of wood.
Thou sayest that I have a cord of twisted palm leaves around
my neck. See, this necklace which I have around my neck is
of pearl. The wife of A.J. said “What is the matter with you?
You should not deign to go and speak with him. He is insane.
He says that K-Zaghum) springs up from the midst of hell.
Mohammed was considering the reality of this woman, which
was the fact, a bearer of wood for hell, and what Mohammed
was considering was correct. Now you see how the people were
despising the prophets in their days. It is the explicit text of
the Koran and not tradition.. The people were considering
Mohammed as the lowest person. They would say... “Is it he
whom God has sent as a prophet?”

Praise be to God, nobody could say a word of scorn about
H.H. the First Point or H.H. the Blessed Beauty. The most
eloquent of the learned men of Arabia, whether Sunnite or
Sheite have composed such eulogies about the Blessed Beauty
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as to astonish one. A very learned Christian says “I am not a
Bahai and I do not believe in his prophethood, but to be fair,
his miracles are as clear as day.

Today almost all the papers of the world are praising the Cause.
The only papers which are scorning the Cause are those of our
own country, that is Persia. One of the editors in Persia has
written a letter to me. I do not mention his name because
he does not wish it. He says: “In Persia there is a group of
people which has arisen with all its power to undermine the
holy Cause. They have sent me some letters and articles to
publish, but I do not publish them in my paper.”

This man wants to be obliging. He has frequently written to
me, and up to now I have been lenient to him. I wrote to him
this time asking, “What is this you are writing to me? What
are these obligations that you place me under. Write what
thou wishest and do not think that if these letters are published
they can do any harm to the Cause. As thou hast experienced
what the people have written has not affected the Cause. The
banner of God is waving on high. O my friend, consider a little!
And hear how the trumpet call “Ya Baha el Abha” is being
raised among the Turks, Persians, Australians, in Asia, Africa,
Furope, America etc. then what art thou saying? Go and
attend to your own affairs! Art thou trying to put me under
obligations? Go and write whatever thou wishest! These will
all contribute to the promotion of the Cause and can do noting
else! ...

PN_1920_heh p010, PN_ 1920 heh_ haifa p067
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-0

A.B... Yesterday was very pleasant with Arthur. No other
chauffeur could have managed. Today the auto should be
cleaned, the salt water ruins it.

(To Arthur) You showed that you were an expert yesterday,
but you should make Fugita and Khrosro like yourself.

Mrs. C... Does A.B. approve of our going to Jerusalem?

A.B... Yes, it is necessary. You will go now and visit the Holy
Places and in the spring, God willing, I will go. These spots
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are sacred in our eyes. The tourists who come to visit the
sacred spots, are not real pilgrims, for while they are visiting
the tombs they are not thinking of Christ: their thoughts are
distracted; they are not mindful of the place they are visiting.
You will be real pilgrims. You will be conscious of how Christ
suffered, how much he endured, and how they denied Him;
how He was falsely accused until at last they crucified Him.
You must think of His Holiness Christ so that you may be real
pilgrims.

Mrs. C... When we came before we did not care to go to
Jerusalem, because we had come to the new Jerusalem.

A.B... Jerusalem is Jerusalem, but the real Jerusalem is
spiritual: the teachings of God. You will visit the material
Jerusalem both are esteemed in the sight of God. Most
pilgrims who go to Jerusalem simply visit the stone walls and
doors. No thought of Christ. Should the Jews find Christ
there, they would kill Him again in the same way that Jesus
was killed. They sing and pray and supplicate for the coming
of the Messiah, and when He came they martyred Him. They
would do it again. They are still weeping.

There is an old wall remaining of Solomon’s Temple. They
gather there, kiss the wall and weep; but when Christ came,
they crucified Him. You will see the wall. Men, women and
children weeping and praying. But praise be to God! You are
believers in all the Prophets of God. You believe in Moses,
Christ, Muhammad, the Bab and the Blessed Beauty. You
have faith in all.

The Jews believe in Moses only and deny Christ- - are enemies
of Christ.

A B... This is American food.

Mrs. F... said that in America potatoes were high and that
people are learning to eat rice, because of profiteering.

A.B... This profiteering is a great tyranny in America. I am
astonished that people believe they have justice while such
things as this go on. The monopoly of food and profiteering.

Mrs. C... There is a Japanese in California who has cornered
the potato market. He is called the ‘Potato King’

A.B... I found in New York that the poor people were longing
for fruit; to have grapes, apples, pears etc. they told me they
could not have them on account of high prices.

The fruit was brought from Calif. to New York and kept in
the hands of a few, and sold at high prices; and rather than
give it to the poor or sell it for lower price, it was thrown into
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the sea. The poor would see it and long for it. What greater
cruelty than this! Everything is monopoly in America except
the water and air.

Mrs. F... In America we are sending women to the legislature
in order that we may have more justice.

A.B... T hope the women will succeed. If they try to remove
the monopoly they will succeed at present then women have
been successful in securing prohibition.

PN_1920_heh_ haifa p065
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-05

Abdul Baha: I speak in Persian and you do not understand.

Mrs. C.: We are happy to hear His voice no matter in what
language He speaks.

Abdul Baha: The tongue of the soul is the tongue-less tongue.
The spirit speaks in every language, in no particular tongue.
When hearts are connected the spirit speaks eloquently pro-
vided the hearts are related together.

People drink wine and say it is useful. It is not the wine, but
the juice of the grape which is useful.

The mountain (Carmel) was covered with grape vines and dis-
ease came and killed most of them.

Mrs. R.: There is a grapevine in America which is immune to
disease.

Abdul Baha: Yes, the government has said that if anyone
would bring those vines here, that are immune from disease,
he would be exempt from taxation for 10 years. They graft
that vine on the vine here, because here the grapes are sweeter.
The vines here in the garden are protected. The gardener puts
the grapes into a liquid solution, they use copper sulfate here
mostly, but it is of no use. What is used in my garden is lime.
They use water and copper sulfate and the fruit is dropped
into it. This is good. In ‘Akka there are worms that bore into
the fruit trees. They came in the garden of Ridvan. I ordered
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copper sulfate put into the hole and this killed the insect. Even
when the tree was nearly dead, it revived.

PN__1920_heh_ haifa p069
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To: Haydar Quli Khan et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Nov-05

O ye who are near to the Court of Grandeur! It is morning
and the Sovereign of the East has cast His rays upon plain and
wilderness, making all things visible. Although it is a sign of
the Sun of Truth, it has no knowledge of things, despite the
fact that its lights make all things manifest. But the Sun of
Truth reveals all created things and uncovers the realities of
things and knows the realities of things and casts a special
radiance upon the hearts of the beloved ones. Although the
essences of created things exist through the reflection of His
light, alas they are unaware of Him and without fruit or trace.
The friends of God were distinguished by these special favors,
in that they were blessed with such a great bounty and were
illumined by the lights of the Most Great Guidance, and their
hearts and souls were brightened by the effulgences of the All-
Merciful. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Nov-05

O thou servant at the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty! Praise == A aH Sle dler ol fos (o

be to God that thou hast returned to Iran safe and sound un-
der divine protection, and affairs are confirmed through abun-
dant grace and the counsels of ‘Abdu’l-Baha are continuously
remembered in the heart, and this attracts the appreciated
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confirmations of the All-Forgiving Lord. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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To: Firuzmand, Banu Kayqubad wife of Firuz Tirandaz
Date: 1920-Nov-05

O thou who art attracted to the face of the incomparable
Beloved! It is as thou didst write. That which in former ages
the most noble souls in the human world longed for, thou hast
attained. Be not grieved at the separation from thy kind com-
panion Faridun. He hath winged his flight to the realm of
the Incomparable Lord. That one enamored of the Beauty of
the All-Merciful hath been united with divine forgiveness and
pardon. Rest thou assured.
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-06

A.B...Last night I visited the Mufti, the spiritual head of the
Moslems. The governor and many notables were there.

I spoke to them of the oneness of humanity and the oneness of
religions. I said that fanaticism must be forgotten and religions
become one.

Mrs. C...How did they accept this teaching?

A.B...When I speak it is in such a manner that no one can
object. There is no ground for objection. When I spoke in
America did anyone object? They could not offer any objec-
tions, even in the Jewish synagogue. In spite of the fact that
the Jews are fanatical, in the synagogue I proved that Christ
was the word of God, and that Muhammad was a prophet of
God. No one can say this before the Jews in a synagogue, but
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no one denied. About five thousand Jews were there, all of
them alert to criticize, but no one could. They clapped, and
after the meeting their spiritual head (Rabbi) said that they
wanted to shake hands with me. I said that I could not shake
hands with five thousand people, so he said that fifty or sixty
might come. I shook hands with a few amongst them as repre-
sentatives of the Jewish people. One of those who shook hands
said: “By God, I am no longer a Jew”.

From the time that I entered America until I left no one crit-
icized. His Holiness Christ said: “When you want to speak
don’t think, say that which comes into your heart and mind. I
did so. I had no thought, and all that came to my mind I said.

Mrs. F...In Abdul Baha’s talk at Stanford University in Cali-
fornia, he stated that the Greek philosophers journeyed to the
holy land, studied with the Jewish doctors and then returned
to Greece. Did Socrates travel to the Holy Land.

A .B...Yes, after returning from the Holy Land to Greece, he es-
tablished the principle of the unity of God and the immortality
of the soul.

The people opposed him because this teaching was contrary to
their belief. They brought him before the king and gave him
poison. When he took the cup he said that he was glad he
was going from this land to another one. It is written in Greek
history.

Mrs. F..It is not stated in history that Socrates went to the
Holy Land.

A.B...It is written that Socrates went to other lands; they do
not say that he did not leave Greece. It does not say where he
went but in Oriental history it is given. The principle of the
unity of God was learned from the prophets of Israel. In those
days no one but the prophets of Israel believed in the divine
unity, no one believed in the immortality of the soul, not even
the Greek philosophers. They believed in transmigration of
the soul. Socrates established this divine unity (in Greece).

The philosopher Lycurgus came to the Holy Land and return-
ing established his famous constitutional law. He then gath-
ered all the people and made them swear allegiance. Then he
said that he wanted to leave Greece and they must declare they
would not change one letter of his law until he returned. He
came to the Holy Land and never returned. This he did in
order that the law he made might continue. He sacrificed his
kingship to law. This is mentioned in Greek history.
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Mrs. F...When we return to America and speak to the Jews
about our trip to Jerusalem, what are the best points to accen-
tuate?

A.B...Read the prophecies of Isaiah and Hezekiah concerning
the return of the Jews to Jerusalem in the last days. Also that
the water of the Nile would come to Jerusalem in the last days.
When the British came they brought the water of the Nile in
pipes to Palestine, and we drank that water here.

The philosophers were always astonished at that prophecy say-
ing that this was one of the exaggerations of the Bible; that
this was impossible, the water could not cross the desert and
how could that water be brought from the Nile to Palestine.
They never imagines that iron pipes could be laid for bring-
ing the water, or that British forces would come through the
desert and need water. Many Turks died at that time for lack
of water (at time of the war).

PN__1920 p070, PN__1920_ heh p015
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-06

A.B.: We are speaking in Persian and you have to listen.
Mrs. R.: We are glad to hear your voice in any tongue.

A.B.: Man has two ears and one tongue, so he should hear
twice and speak once. The wise man listens much and speaks
little. Why did you not go for a ride in the auto? Mrs Goodall?

Mrs. R.: Told A.B. that we went for a walk and Arthur picked
us up in machine.

A.B.: T have walked far and am very tired. One must keep in
motion. The air if there is no wind, is without motion, becomes
impure. When water is still its stagnates. All the plants are
moving there is motion in everything. All bodies move whether
great or small. There is no globe that is stationary. The people
were thinking that the poles were without motion. In reality
they have motion-rotation-they have two motions, that of ro-
tation and revolution, some of the bodies in the heavens have
three motions. For instance the earth has rotation on its axis
which produces the day and night; it has the movement around
the sun which gives the seasons; the solar system moves around
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a center; that is, there is a sun which is the center of all suns.
Our sun with all its planets is moving around this great center
like the moon around the earth.

The point is this: that all existing things (creation) are in
motion. Therefore it is known that motion is the cause of life
and lack of motion is indicative of decay or retrogression.

From this talk the purpose is that sometimes you should have
a ride in the automobile when the weather is good-when there
is no rain or wind you should go out for a ride. Mrs. Goodall
must go when the weather is good.

Motions are many: material, essential and intellectual acquire-
ment. The motion of the child from the prebirth stage to
the time of maturity is motion toward perfection. Essential
is stage from nothingness into being. But the main motion is
based upon the holy books which give life to man and lifts him
from a miserable stage to that of exaltation. It moves man
from the center of eternal degradation to the center of eternal
life. This is the real and important motion.

At the time of the appearance of the Manifestation of God
there is a new motion-a spiritual motion.
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-06

Abdul Baha- I have been for a walk. Motion is the sign of life.
If there be no wind, no motion the air becomes impure. When
water is stagnant it also becomes impure. There is motion in
everything, all the plants are moving. All bodies whether large
or small are moving. There is no globe which is absolutely
stationary. The people thought that the poles were without
motion. In reality there are two motions: rotation and revo-
lutions. Some of the heavenly bodies have three motions that
is the earth which revolves on its axis produces day and night.
Then the movement motion around the sun produces the sea-
sons. The entire solar system moves around a center. There is
a sun which is the center of all centers. For instance our sun
with all its planets are moving around a central sun like the
moon moves around the earth.
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The point is this, that all existing things are in motion, that
motion is the cause of life and lack of motion is the cause of
death.

From this talk the purpose is that you should take a ride in
the automobile when the weather is good and there is no rain.
Mrs. G. must go when the weather is good.

Motions are many: material, essential.

PN 1920 p038, PN 1920 p046, PN 1920 p083, PN 1920 heh p019,
PN_1920_heh_ haifa p070

To: Abdu’llah Mutlag, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Nov-07

O faithful servant of the Blessed Beauty! The letter which you
wrote from Zanjan was received. Praise be to God, you trav-
eled in utmost spirituality through Iraq, Hamadan, Tehran and
Qazvin, and found all the friends of God in complete steadfast-
ness and firmness. Witnessing the beauty and perfection of
the friends brings joy to heart and soul, and this is among the
greatest divine bounties. Praise be to God that you received
a share and portion of this. For some time there had been no
outward news from Zanjan. Now that you have gone to visit
the friends, praise be to God that good news has arrived. That
pure land is a radiant realm. The leader of the righteous and
exemplar of the chosen ones, the dawning-place of mysteries
and manifestation of lights, His Holiness Hujjat arose in that
land to exalt the mighty, most great Cause and made many
souls fragrant with the breaths of faith.

Thousands of souls sacrificed their lives in the path of God.
Therefore Abdul-Baha always awaits the time when these fra-
grant bloods will bear fruit and that realm will become illu-
mined. Now praise be to God that his honor Mirza Abdul-
Wahhab has arisen with a new spirit, and likewise there are
blessed souls who are near to the divine threshold. It is hoped
that the life-giving breeze of expression of the sincere ones will
bestow new life to the dead who are not living, so that the
descendants of the martyrs may rend asunder the dark veils of
the people of vain imaginings and witness the luminous beauty
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that has illumined East and West. It would be a pity if that glo-
rious land remained deprived of the outpourings of the spring
rain of guidance. Abdul-Baha’s heart has the utmost attach-
ment to the descendants of the martyrs and he supplicates at
the divine threshold:

O Kind Lord! These descendants are saplings from the rose
garden of martyrdom. Make them fresh and verdant through
the rains of grace and bounty, that they may arise with the
utmost delicacy and freshness, keep alight the candle of the no-
ble martyrs, and make green and flourishing the field of hopes
of those who sacrificed themselves.

Abdullah Ansari says: “O Lord, though the chicory is bitter,
it is from the garden.” My hope is that they may become roses
and sweet basil, lilies and thyme. O God! Set Mutlaq free and
assist him with endless favors that he may kindle a candle in
those regions and breathe new life. And upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB01418
To: Abdu’l-Vahhab Zahidi, in Zanjan
Date: 1920-Nov-07
O thou assured soul! R o

Jenab-i-Mutlaq has opened his tongue in praise and supplica-
tion, saying that praise be to God, that praiseworthy being
is the manifestation of the favors of the Loving Lord and the
dawning-place of the gifts of the All-Bestowing Lord, and is
characterized by detachment and piety, and is familiar with
all people in a spirit of joy and fragrance. This joy-bringing
news brought the utmost gladness, delight and enthusiasm.

I turned to the Kingdom of Mystery and beseeched boundless
grace from the Self-Sufficient Lord, that this one attracted to
the Kingdom may arise with renewed vigor and boundless re-
solve, and that souls in that land may be raised up to chant
the verses of unity and receive confirmation from the Kingdom
of the Glorious Lord.
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In truth, the region of Zanjan is leavened with pure blood.

How many blessed souls left behind the niche of the mortal
world and shone forth like candles in the glass of the divine
realm. Those brilliant stars and radiant planets shine from
the eternal horizon and address those who remain, saying: “O
you who remain behind, through divine favors we have reached
this infinite height and we look upon you with utmost kindness,
that like a cypress by the stream of our hopes you may grant
freshness and grace, and the branches may follow the roots. We
sacrificed our lives and shed light - you too must rend asunder
the veils and uproot delusions. With pure vision hold fast to
what is clearly promised in the divine Tablets.

Praise be to God that the Exalted One, may my spirit be

sacrificed for Him, left no veil and demolished the barriers.

The entire Bayan openly points to Him Whom God shall make
manifest, and all matters are conditional upon and dependent
on the confirmation of that Pure Being. He says: ‘Beware,
beware lest thou be veiled by the Vahid of the Bayan, for it is
as creation before Him. Beware, beware lest thou be veiled by
what was revealed in the Bayan. And likewise other verses are
detailed - refer to the text of the Bayan. The path that that
Essence of Being prepared must be followed, not the customary
doubts in every Revelation.

Read the Persian Bayan from beginning to end for the friends
and explain its questions. God willing, a day will come when
that region and land will become a divine rose garden and the
Most Glorious Kingdom will encompass it. This is the desire
of the sincere ones and this is the hope of the believers. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Haji Yadullah Sidihi, in Isfahan
Date: 1920-Nov-07

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Its contents were evidence most clear of thy steadfastness in
the luminous Cause. Praise be to God that in such a time,
which was the arena of the foolish, souls have been raised up
who, through divine assistance and favor, are in the utmost
firmness and assurance.

That village in the days of the Desired One was the recipient
of favors, and now too there is intense hope that through the
effort and spirituality of the faithful friends it may become
prosperous and the manifestation of abundant favors. Strive as
much as you can that Sedeh may become a hundred-fold, and
that souls may be raised up who are in the utmost detachment,
powerful and capable, attracted to the Abha Kingdom and
promoters of the religion of God.

As for the marriage of the daughter of Aga Mirza Hashim
to Mirza Fadlu’llah, descendant of Siyyid Barakat, it is most
blessed. Whatever funds you have available, spend them all
on this wedding. The honorable Shaykh Salman was a second
Salman-i-Farsi, nay rather more successful in service. What-
ever is done for his family is service at the threshold of the
Divine Unity.

In these years of war the oppressors extended the hand of ag-
gression against you and spared no effort, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha
was affected by these heart-rending events. But whatever oc-
curred was in the path of the Beloved of the horizons, therefore
you must walk the path of submission and acceptance.

In these years of struggle and killing all the people of the world
are in severest tribulation, especially the Iranians who have
been the target of all calamities. But their difficulties were in
the path of self and passion, while the troubles of the loved
ones were in servitude at the threshold of grandeur. Those
afflictions are counted as worldly affairs, while these trials and
pains are reckoned as sacrifice in the path of Baha'u’llah. See
how great is the difference between the paths!

Convey to all the friends individually my utmost longing, and
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken to Kathryn Frankland at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-08
Question/topic: Is capital punishment forbidden in the Baha’i Teachings?...

Mrs. F... When one looks at the people on the streets of
Haifa, it seems as if one hundred years would be required for
their spiritual development.

A.B... The people here are like animals. They are not awake
they are negligent.

Mrs. R... Some of them do not look much more intelligent
than animals.

A.B... Not only some, but all.

Good news has come from Turkistan (to Azizullah) bring the
letter and translate for them. It will be read in the meeting
tonight and tomorrow you will read it.

Mrs. G... How long will it take for the Arabs (here) to become
spiritual?

A.B... In fifty to one hundred years it will be accomplished.

Mrs. F... When these apparently dead souls pass out will they
become spiritual?

A .B... In Shallah

Mrs. F... In one of the tablets we read that no souls are
annihilated as in this world the mineral is dead in comparison
to the vegetable so these souls are dead only comparatively
speaking. At sometime will they receive their portion, become
quickened?

A.B... These souls have lived not spiritual life. They are like
abortive children - they do not attain to (spiritual) life in this
world. In the world of God, they may attain to divine grace.

Mrs. C... Is capital punishment forbidden in the Bahai teach-
ing.

A.B... No - the murderer shall be killed, not beheaded (hanged)
but it should be done by the electric chair.

Mrs. H... We find in America there are different kinds of
murder.

A.B... In the court it becomes clear what kind of murder it
is. There are three kinds of murder. First, the one who kills
with a purpose using weapons such as sword, knife, guns. The
murderer has the intention of killing. They are called murder
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with purpose or willful murder. The second is one who does
not use fire arms or sword but he beats his victim with a stick
not intending to kill. This is called not willful murder. Or a
person may throw a glass of water at someone and kill him.
Now the glass is not an instrument for killing, yet death is
caused. This is also called not willful murder.

The third kind is accidental. A man may go hunting intending
to kill a bird and accidently he may kill a person. But the
willful murderer, one who looks for his victim with the intent
to kill, shall be punished. For instance, he may climb on a wall
and watch for his victim, then jump down and kill him; this
is murder with intent to kill. In the book (Kitubal-Akdas) it
is specified that such a one shall be killed. If he is sentenced
to life imprisonment this is worse than death, for every day he
dies.

Mrs. H... If he is allowed to live there is a chance for repen-
tance.

A.B... Every murderer has remorse and repents.
Mrs. H... Is this repentance acceptable before God?

A.B... No, there are some affairs in which repentance has effect.
God has his own rights and the people have their rights. God
might sacrifice His divine rights but He will not sacrifice the
rights of the people. If all murderers are exonerated because
they feel remorse, this would continue to encourage murder.
Repentance is not for the murderer. If repentance is sufficient
then anyone can say ‘I will kill and God will forgive me’. T will
repent and God will forgive me. But if a man, for instance,
has done another an injury; if he has tortured or troubled him
- if he repents, it has effect. But the willful murderer should
be killed.

Mrs. H... When a woman in America serves on a jury, she must
state whether or not she believes in capital punishment. Should
the Bahai women say that they believe in capital punishment?

A.B... They must say that our belief is that the murderer,
who willfully kills, must be killed. This is the command of
Baha'u’llah. According to the Kitab-ul-Akdas, they must be
killed.

Mrs. H... In the Surat ’'Hykl it states that capital punishment
is abolished.

A.B.. There were many books written before the
Kitab’ul’Akdas but now the Kitab’ul’Akdas is authority.

You do not know how the murdered soul suffers. If you could
know and reflect, you would say that the murderer should be
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killed. It is impossible to protect society unless he is punished.
It is not for revenge. God alone has the right to revenge. This
punishment is for an example, so that others may not do like-
wise. Everyone who murders should be killed by the govern-
ment. This is for punishment, not for revenge.

Mrs. C... When Abdul Baha was in America someone asked
him what becomes of the soul of a murderer, and Abdul Baha
answered that if the murderer was killed by the people that
the justice of God would not meet him a second punishment
because the justice of God did not allow the meeting of two
punishments.

A.B... This is correct. Capital punishment for the murderer is
a bounty. In the gospel, you read: If the right eye offend ye

If the eye be injured, it is better for the entire body, that it
be destroyed. It is evident that to pluck out the eye is better,
because otherwise, the other parts of the body would become
affected.

When the murderer is killed and the people see that he is pun-
ished for his act, they take this as an example and abstain from
murder. If there were no capital punishment you would hear
of a murder every day.

Mrs. H... That is why the women in America are taking part
in Government affairs.

A.B... Praise be to God that over fifty years ago, the principle
of Baha'u’llah was revealed; that women should have equal
rights with men. He revealed this principle when no one else
had thought of it.

Which would prefer, to have the murderer punished in this tran-
sitory world where the suffering would be for a short time; or
in the eternal world where the suffering would be for eternity?

Mrs. H... Does he not, suffer in the next world, if he is pun-
ished in this?

A.B... He does not suffer in the next world. The punishment
has the effect of forgiveness of his sins in the next world.

PN__1920 p040, PN__1920 p098, PN__1920_ heh_ haifa p071
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-08

A.B... Have been with visitors all the morning... Here one
must always be with visitors. They would be offended if I left
them.

I am caught among different nations and all refer their cases
to me. It is incumbent upon us to deal with them in truth and
love. Some are bad in character, they are not truthful, they
bring false charges and I must satisfy all. How difficult is this
task. It is very difficult!

We must be like rain which falls on the stone, or cultivated
ground and on the sea. Because the favor of Baha'u’llah is
assisting all.. should reach all. It is a sun which shines upon
all, a sea which casts waves upon all sides of the shore; a cool
breeze which blows to all nations. Man must be like that.

This is the teaching of Baha’u’llah. It is difficult: the rain
falls on the ground and the cloud expects that ground to be-
come green and produce flowers, but to its astonishment and
disappointment, instead of flowers it has produced thorns. It
is difficult to bear.

Man should be mindful, patient, tolerant, not look at the peo-
ple. His gaze must be above, he should act according to the
teachings of Baha'u’llah. The people of Syria are neglectful,
ignorant: they have no spirituality. All are impure, surely
fraudulent, they are untruthful. It is difficult to deal and mix
with them. I have not seen this type of man anywhere else.
They are malevolent, pure materialists, they have no spiritual
feelings.

You see a man whose interest and view is centered around stone
and clay; still another man who looks at stones, he thinks about
the Creator, how expert to create such wonders. Another who
looks at trees. He thinks of the effect and energy of the sun
the effect of the breeze that blows; the influence and effect of
rain’ who has educated these trees. Viewpoints are different.

PN_1920_heh_ haifa p074, PN__ 1920 p042
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To: Mirza Isfandiyar Payman, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Nov-08

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thou hast chosen a
good title for thy family. No better title than this could be
found. This title will endure forever in thy lineage and poster-
ity. Assuredly, you will arise to fulfill all that this blessed title
requires, and conduct and behavior will be manifested that
will make this title realized and embodied in its full meaning.
I beseech God that in all circumstances thou mayest become
the recipient of endless favors and guide souls to firmness in
the Covenant and Testament. There is no more time. I write
briefly.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1920-Nov-09

Your detailed letter dated the first of Muharram arrived, and
its reading produced heartfelt emotions. Surely the loved ones
of God are greatly saddened and affected by the incident in
Isfahan, and inevitably the hearts of the pure ones are grieved
by the insults of the enemies. But when you look at the truth,
this incident in Isfahan is also the greatest proof and evidence
of the nobility of those blessed souls and evidence of eternal
glory for the martyrs in the path of God.

Consider that after the martyrdom of the Prince of Martyrs
(may my soul be sacrificed for him), during the Umayyad pe-
riod, they completely erased all traces at the place of martyr-
dom, plowed the field and cultivated it so that the site would
be entirely lost. For seventy years the site remained without
trace, and the Umayyads posted guards so that no one could
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perform pilgrimage even from a distance of one farsakh. Dur-
ing these seventy years, approaching the site was absolutely im-
possible. If there was an awakened believing soul, they would
direct their attention to the site from ten farsakhs away and
perform pilgrimage with utmost caution. Similarly, they oblit-
erated and destroyed the illuminated tomb of His Holiness the
Commander (peace be upon him).

After the Abbasids destroyed the Umayyad caliphate and as-
cended the throne of sovereignty, they permitted pilgrimage,
and the lovers of His Holiness built monuments at the place of
martyrdom indicating the location. After a long period, dur-
ing the time of Al-Mutawakkil the Abbasid, a firm decree was
again issued to destroy those holy sites. They again completely
obliterated them, plowed the fields and cultivated them. They
wouldn’t allow anyone to approach even from ten farsakhs
away, until governance, chancellorship and ministry fell to the
Buyids. The Buyids were lovers of His Holiness the Prince of
Martyrs (may my soul be sacrificed for him), and they gained
such influence and power that they left no authority for the
Abbasid caliphate. All affairs were in the hands of the Buyids
while the caliph remained occupied in his palace. During the
Buyid period, they rebuilt the place of martyrdom and like-
wise reconstructed the illuminated shrine of His Holiness the
Commander for the third time.

Even Adud al-Dawla, who was the greatest of the Buyid lead-
ers, renewed the Iranian monarchy and took the title of king,
and in sermons after the caliph, mention was made of the king-
ship of Adud al-Dawla. On that day, the Iranians in Baghdad
celebrated, giving thanks to God that after complete decline,
the Iranians had raised their banner again.

5 That day in Adud al-Dawla’s palace outside Baghdad, they ar-
ranged a festive gathering, and with harp and song and melody
and tune, dancing and clapping hands, they passed the day
until evening. Some of the Iranian ministers present requested
from Adud al-Dawla, saying that today is the day of renewal of
Iranian sovereignty and deserves ultimate joy, and praise be to
God the festive gathering is arranged in every way, therefore
we beseech that you permit, according to the former Iranian
custom on such a victorious day, that wine cups and goblets
be brought forth. Adud al-Dawla said, “Indeed, drinking wine
is acceptable in drizzling rain, gentle rain is pleasant for wine
drinkers, but today there is no rain.” He wanted to make an
excuse. After an hour, clouds appeared and... heavy rain fell,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

>)~u<:om ujz; Ua\ JL« skas o s
g 2hos ) oy LSA)AW w.mf\
%Lrjbﬂd‘bWUJLJ}J;ﬁow
do gl O pam e 8 i 5 Ll

Nt o5y s dlste Cpegr o)

st 2y ol 23 Lo ST
.\;\:u)bu)l,\wwhleﬂjj
a\fJu.:fLC;)U o pa dL;-oKlJ)JJ
d»,\.\xswds-u\w,»,d%
)abfﬂ&ﬂ@ufyu\@):m.\ﬁ
5 S Oy |y ddtie Sl ST e3> &
,b;)rﬁ\)\ﬁd\)x;}:;jbjfﬁ
.\..w\,&,c S LI 6§ celyy s
)l 3 Lo S Kb 35, S5 (8

B 4y Jy sl 43 J\ Sy u)\)J}
.M;y;\.\zﬂ\aj@)) o\.,\f..J\MuW QL;
Lg\})\{.\ss}/‘_jwla-d).b):}mdtg-;
53 e el AT 6355 il v
:ﬁvﬁ)&,ﬂsjsu.lojsjmjd\wg
KIS yans ol 4y Jl oy 55 e
bl e e B iz 5 oS
L8 o Lall 5l CB Fands

ol 45 g 1 Jla ruﬁwids,imwé,
plsl 3 5§ wad |y ol bl
Pl 55 ails )\.\wax.bﬁj 3y
4o ol o «JU;.‘ b 5T o dydlazas
o ¥l 5 ey 0L b aH) S aS
.U&&-\}\jéco)tui

o sy )ls dsdlaze a5 55 3ay OF 4
5 ak g alr , Ko by il ok
L Sey Obhas™ oladlews OLSTL &ly
§ L 3l el ) s Sl pan
§ Nsy palg dsdldas ) Nsy G
el 5l O bl wad Gy 3 )
P U Ay S I B PN
ol 03 8 Sl ey 1 ol
33 0k gl @sle s 4 & Kl
A0kt sl s ) Sha ey o
Sl Jyie D) G2 31 eyl
AL sl Sl s 0Dl £ OLL f6
o @l D) dm dal2 de ol ey

177

ot



Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB00106

and they said “O King, indeed it has rained. Destiny has
aligned with your command and no obstacle remains.”

; In short, a new celebration arose and the cup was passed

around. During this time, his excellency Azad-ud-Dawlih fell
ill, experiencing severe pain in his intestines. Near dawn, he
lost hope for life. They asked, “O noble one, what is your last
will? Please speak.” He replied, “My wealth avails me not,
my sovereignty has perished. What will can I make? I have
no will except one, and that is to bury me at the threshold
of the incomparable Amir (Imam Ali) like a guard, and write
on my grave: ‘and their dog stretching forth his two forelegs
at the threshold.”” Now observe what this means. Therefore,
be assured that those purified graves shall be so exalted as to
reach the highest heavens. In God’s Cause, destruction itself
is the cause of construction, and true abasement is the cause
of supreme glory. Being without name or trace is the sign of
the greatest majesty. “Leave them to plunge in vain discourse
and play.” And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

As for the matter of the respected incomparable Minister: We
had a destitute dervish from Baluchistan, whose blessed name
was Muhammad Khan, who was among the Sufis of that time
and one of the devoted friends of the late father of the re-
spected Minister. The aforementioned Muhammad Khan de-
cided to attain the presence and passed through Tehran. The
late departed one, may God exalt his station and cause him
to dwell in the proximity of His greatest mercy, gave lodging
to that Muhammad Khan in his home. Due to their acquain-
tance in the world of dervishes, he said to him, “When you
attain the presence of the Desired One, please request that He
say a prayer for me that God may grant me a child.” When
Muhammad Khan attained the presence, he made this request.
The Blessed Beauty said, “When you return and pass through
Tehran, tell that noble person that We have prayed for you,
and give him this piece of candy to eat, and surely, definitely
the prayer will be answered.”

When Muhammad Khan reached Tehran, he went to see him
and delivered this message and presented that piece of candy,
and then went to Baluchistan. He gave away all his possessions
entirely to his children and relatives, and alone and single, set
out to attain the presence in the Holy Land. With ultimate

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

U L) w8 4L s Ol A I
358 5 Pl Sl 58 5 L L s oLk
.,\Z\.i'v..}l»ﬂ:

s Fle s Celss dde e 40ds
s 2l Ay Ol 121 o) 45 al
N e 28 ol bnel s
g 6 8 st I 435 ey Sl
G I B Lk )l Bes 4 S
& & Cres g vl o S ol
ol ) T 5 Sy K ol e
o33 Ol i ol & e Ol 3 10 £
apyd Lol o6 5 ot g o B s S
Col o b & 8 > Jb ol
Ol o jghas Slial O & Ol oy 1
33 358 Olad 01,8 ()\};“L.K.nf e
iy el (3L s G s A !
‘MWQW}(UQL;;Q}%MJS
&k}&ﬂrf@f‘éﬁﬂ@ﬁ‘w
PN

Sl iy s p AR O fdis bl
¢b Obuarst ol 51 g2dls dlsg
3 s LT g 3l Ol 42 2STla
pAE s S e e Bl sl
Olgh & 5 258 sy poe 5550 o a2
A el optse o D e 55 s
42 O S ey e Kl aolia
ét&iﬁ.\?;\;d}ea}&):\));&dl&
5 Noge d ol AAEDS gy e\c Y
K ool =3 EPW ¥R O pa> jgat Jer
Yl \.\!—U.\::Le}y‘fpja des &
U2 ey syt O Ol af At (g
él.é g Opr K590 p Sole dla ;f
uaiﬁo#u.\:.&()yd\,@hau
5o G b § 5 s M
Jfb’a.)g olab \)J.i;hu\g CL\J(:JJ.&
el Olae s L bbb

C,\-’JA?
OLal Cards oy Olpgh & O Ol 42
el |y W8 s Of 5 Ny ol ol 5 )
JJ{L‘@*-JCJJ Oluor b & 5 oF
5 iz Ol s oWol wle |y s

178



10

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB00106

detachment and peace of mind, he traversed mountains and
deserts, chanting prayers, until he reached Tehran. Again he
hastened to the presence of that noble person and met privately
in seclusion. He saw a beautiful child in his arms. He said, “O
Muhammad Khan, this is that promised child. Praise be to
God, he has come into existence. I have a second request, that
this child remain protected in divine protection, for in this
world I have no comfort except in this child.” Now that child
is the incomparable Minister, and when the aforementioned
Khan reached the Most Holy Court, he presented his request,
and prayers were offered for the success and protection of that
respected being. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

As to the esteemed Mirza Sulayman Khan, he is indeed a per-
fect soul, fair-minded and unbiased, who extends every possible
kindness to the friends and never fails in protecting and assist-
ing the loved ones. Assuredly he shall be confirmed by divine
assistance. I constantly beseech with utmost humility at the
threshold of His Holiness the Exalted One and the court of the
Blessed Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for them both -
and implore from Their infinite favors support and grace for
this precious soul. Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to Haji
Na’ib Muhammad-‘Ali and Aga Mirza Javad, and tell them
that you have followed the example of the Blessed Beauty, for
He was exiled from Tehran to Iraq, and from Iraq to the Great
City, and from there to Rumelia, and from Rumelia to the
Most Great Prison. How excellent is the servant who is tried
by that which tried his Lord! The first volume of your history
has been received and will, God willing, be reviewed and sent
to Egypt.

This peerless minister is the respected person mentioned in
your letter, whom you met through Mirza Sulayman Khan.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s e 02 53 gl 0F Ty 153
5o bl cam y ST e s
S ey Olgb 4 OB Ol 5 055 122
J;\.c")ﬁu Mb s 55 Ol @ s
dl’ .,\,5' L J}Aj w\ A.J‘)L.A u")&\ BE)
sf}}ﬁé\).\}‘\ .\f}ﬁdﬂ.léd‘ s d‘
d)ao).: JAL u;J 4{ r)\b db’ U’“M? ..\»\
&J@@Q:): Ly Sle byaz A oyl
M O d ik b S el g bl
‘) 4.]\ JLM wh\? .Lw) u"u\?\ wu
T g s i et o5 o
LS‘CY‘ Lr}\;g,lc},\;y}bz(ij;u\:

o) il 0l Olade Ve Ol Ll ¢

5 Cran Sl WK e = oasd
Sl UL le Slg 2T 5 Lo
Alo,id 2l deJJ O 5 O 33 3
3355 bl olal a5 &l b
Jlas QL«A\} dc\ O og),y c)\ja"oa
jfzg_féj\j)).ﬁj.)ﬂ\k&@))gfﬂfﬂ
5 O Aol WISV s ks
BT, Je 42 Sl St len 2l
LK 5 iy g &\:\u.é;\? 1y e
4 Olgb 55 258 SOle JUg b &
4 1505 0nS farde & Bl 2 5V Bl e
4 08 el et Aoy 5 e
Jil e o¥ye & Jal Lo el 131 4 o
»;,e da>Sle 4l Ll .\.:«)Lce“'é)b' oK
5sime Aoyl ae 4
5 8 Capeit e g s o
Olecks 1 e oy 535 ST I 0 55
A6 OB ol L ol

BRL__DAK#0546, MKT3.154, TAH.242x,
DURA4.5( MAS5.277, MAS9.135,
MSHR5.206x, NNY.065-068

179


https://www.bahai.org/r/758970167
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-154.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/682.pdf#page=246
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS5/mas5-277.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS9/mas9-136.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1731.pdf#page=202
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/282.pdf#page=75

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

AB12189

AB12189

To: Muhammad Rida Qaini, in Birjand
Date: 1920-Nov-09

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be confident that the
Blessed Beauty is well-pleased with thee and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in
utmost satisfaction. Thou art not old, thou art young. Thou
art not aged, thou art in the prime of life, for thou art the
recipient of the favors of the Lord God. Convey greetings
and praise from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the honored friends Mirza
Ghulam-Husayn and Mirza Habibu’llah and the handmaids of
God Mahbubih and Fatimih-Sultan and the respected hand-
maid Daji’ and Hidayatu’llah. And on behalf of Aqa ‘Ali and
Aga Muhammad-Husayn and Mulla ‘Ali-Asghar, I have be-
seeched pardon and forgiveness from the Most Great, the Most
Glorious Threshold. And convey to the friends in Birjand, De-
rakhsh, Sarchah, Khusf, Khunik and other parts of Khurasan
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s utmost attachment of heart, abundant longing,
and heartfelt connections. Night and day I lament and cry
out, and raise up my wailing and lamentation, and I beseech
from the aid, protection and shelter of the Abha Beauty that
the friends may be preserved and safeguarded and filled with
spirit and fragrance. These blessed souls are the friends of
the Beloved of the horizons and are self-sacrificing in the path
of that Kind Friend. Therefore they are deserving of every
bounty and are manifestations of love, steadfastness, firmness
and faithfulness.

O my God, my God! These are servants who have been intox-
icated by the wine of fidelity from the chalice of faithfulness
and have been revived by the breezes of providence from the
gardens of Thy love amongst humanity. O Lord! They have
arisen with all their might to exalt Thy Word in that most dis-
tant region and most exalted land, and from them Thy remem-
brance is ever raised between earth and heaven. They recite
Thy verses and establish Thy proofs and expound Thy signs
and spread Thy glad-tidings with every evidence and proof and
might and authority. O Lord! Make them lamps of guidance
and keys to the doors of Thy knowledge amongst humanity
and brilliant stars in the supreme horizon. Verily, Thou art
the Mighty, the Bestower. Verily, Thou art the Supporter, the
Confirmer, the Generous.
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To: Bahman son of Khusraw, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Nov-09

O thou who art humble and suppliant at the Court of the Self-
Sufficient! Thy letter was received. Praise and thanksgiving be
unto the heavenly Lord Who led the thirsty ones to the flowing
waters and the spring of Tasnim, that they might drink from
the fountain of certitude and attain unto the truth of certainty.
He taught truthfulness to the Parsees and instructed them in
uprightness, made them seekers of peace and reconciliation,
and enabled them to worship the Truth. The star of the ancient
ones’ existence had vanished in the west of nothingness, but
has now risen again from the east of being and become bright
and radiant. The banner of the forebears has been raised high,
and the glad tidings of the prophets have become clear and
evident. Give thanks for this bounty and bestowal, for the
extinguished lamp has been lit and the thorny field of hopes
and desires has become a rose garden. The divine favors surge
like a boundless ocean and the rays of the Sun of Truth shine
forth from the zenith.

O thou who art accepted at the Divine Threshold! Since thou
art attracted to the divine radiance, thou possessest all perfec-
tions. Thou art dear and near, familiar and close, and through
the power of faith thou art noble and distinguished. Thy heart
and soul are like a flowing treasure, and after ascension thou
wilt shine radiantly in the hidden world. Convey my utmost
kindness to the maidservant of God Gawhar, and to the broth-
ers Isfandiyar and Shahriyar, and to sister Firuzih, and to Aqa
Mirza Siyavush and Aqa Mihraban Rustam and Gushtasb Rus-
tam. Forgiveness was sought for Khusraw Bahman. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Date: 1920-Nov-09

O remembrance of that joy of the righteous! Although from
the beginning of life until now thou hast been a stranger in the
path of the All-Glorious and hast encountered difficulties and
countless hardships and tribulations, yet ever have the cher-
ished handmaidens of God been distraught and bewildered,
captive to hardship and restlessness. Such is God’s way, and
thou shalt find no change or alteration in His way. As the poet
says: “Until the cloud weeps, how can the meadow smile?” The
handmaidens of the All-Merciful, unless they become the tar-
get of endless tribulation, shall surely not find deliverance from
deprivation, nor soar to the retreat of the Beloved in the hidden
world. Give thanks to God that thou, the faithful daughter of
that essence of purity, hast followed thy glorious father and
art firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament, encom-
passed by the favors of the Beloved of all worlds.
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

And upon
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To: Ataullah et al.,
Date: 1920-Nowv-09

in Tihran

O ye three souls enamored of the Peerless Beloved! Though
brief, your letter was most detailed and full of effect. With the
utmost supplication and beseeching did I implore the Kingdom
of Mystery that ye may become the recipients of the favors of
the Self-Sufficient Lord and that whatsoever is the ultimate
aim and desire of your hearts may come to pass.

2 Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1920-Nov-12

O loved ones of God! The world is still in turmoil and upheaval,
and the nations of the world are inwardly rivals, filled with
strife and contention, and in some regions outward warfare and
bloodshed prevail. The human world is sick and unconscious,
and the physicians of morality are themselves in the utmost
contention, having not yet discovered the cause of the illness
- indeed, they are completely unaware. When you look to the
truth, the physicians themselves are sicker, weaker and greedier
than all others. Despite this, all the nations of the world are
so heedless that they do not realize that except for the Divine
Physician, in whose hands lies the constitution of the human
world, none can cure these ills or provide the supreme remedy.
Various diseases have so penetrated the body of the world that
patient, nurse and physician are all in utter helplessness and
severe distress.

The party that today harbors no ill will or aggression toward
any other party, and seeks health, comfort, tranquility and
fellowship for the human world, is this oppressed party. Al-
though the parties of the East are extremely aggressive toward
this oppressed party, and every day in Iran they raise up a
new disturbance, make slanderous pretexts, and the former re-
ligious leaders incite the masses to make a general onslaught
and utterly destroy all these oppressed ones - yet you must
pray that the friends in the East remain protected and pre-
served. However, the firm and steadfast friends in the East are
surging like the sea, and all seek martyrdom with the utmost
longing and desire, for they are in the utmost detachment, at-
traction and sincerity, and are ready to ascend to the Kingdom
of God. In truth, they are self-sacrificing and devoted.

In any case, in Iran previously the matter of divorce would oc-
cur with utmost ease. Among the former people, divorce would
constantly occur due to the slightest cause. When the lights
of the Kingdom shone forth and souls were quickened by the
spirit of Baha’u’llah, they completely avoided divorce. Now in
Iran, divorce does not occur among the friends except when
there is a compelling reason and reconciliation becomes impos-
sible. In such cases, divorce rarely occurs. Now the American
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friends must also follow this course of conduct. They must ut-
terly avoid divorce unless there arises a compelling reason that
makes both parties loathe each other, and with the knowledge
of the Spiritual Assembly they agree to separation, and they
must wait one year. If during this year reconciliation is not
achieved, divorce may take place. It should not be that upon
the slightest vexation or cloudiness between husband and wife,
the husband begins thinking of union with another woman, or
God forbid, the wife begins thinking of another husband. This
is contrary to heavenly chastity and true virtue.

The loved ones of God must conduct themselves in such a
way and show such good character and behavior that others
remain astonished. The affection between husband and wife
must not be purely physical, but rather spiritual and heavenly.
These two are as one soul - how difficult it is for one soul to
be separated! Surely great difficulties will occur. In brief, the
foundation of God’s Kingdom is love, affection and unity - it
is connection not separation, unity not discord, especially be-
tween husband and wife. If either of these two becomes the
cause of divorce, they will undoubtedly fall into great difficul-
ties and be overtaken by severe remorse and regret.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory
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To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1920-Nov-12

O ye beloved of the Lord! The Kingdom of God is founded
upon equity and justice, and also upon mercy, compassion, and
kindness to every living soul. Strive ye then with all your heart
to treat compassionately all humankind — except for those who
have some selfish, private motive, or some disease of the soul.
Kindness cannot be shown the tyrant, the deceiver, or the thief,
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because, far from awakening them to the error of their ways,
it maketh them to continue in their perversity as before. No
matter how much kindliness ye may expend upon the liar, he
will but lie the more, for he believeth you to be deceived, while
ye understand him but too well, and only remain silent out of
your extreme compassion.

Briefly, it is not only their fellow human beings that the
beloved of God must treat with mercy and compassion, rather
must they show forth the utmost loving-kindness to every
living creature. For in all physical respects, and where the
animal spirit is concerned, the selfsame feelings are shared by
animal and man. Man hath not grasped this truth, however,
and he believeth that physical sensations are confined to
human beings, wherefore is he unjust to the animals, and
cruel.

And yet in truth, what difference is there when it cometh
to physical sensations? The feelings are one and the same,
whether ye inflict pain on man or on beast. There is no dif-
ference here whatever. And indeed ye do worse to harm an
animal, for man hath a language, he can lodge a complaint, he
can cry out and moan; if injured he can have recourse to the
authorities and these will protect him from his aggressor. But
the hapless beast is mute, able neither to express its hurt nor
take its case to the authorities. If a man inflict a thousand ills
upon a beast, it can neither ward him off with speech nor hale
him into court. Therefore is it essential that ye show forth the
utmost consideration to the animal, and that ye be even kinder
to him than to your fellow man.

Train your children from their earliest days to be infinitely
tender and loving to animals. If an animal be sick, let the
children try to heal it, if it be hungry, let them feed it, if
thirsty, let them quench its thirst, if weary, let them see that
it rests.

Most human beings are sinners, but the beasts are innocent.
Surely those without sin should receive the most kindness and
love — all except animals which are harmful, such as blood-
thirsty wolves, such as poisonous snakes, and similar perni-
cious creatures, the reason being that kindness to these is an
injustice to human beings and to other animals as well. If,
for example, ye be tender-hearted toward a wolf, this is but
tyranny to a sheep, for a wolf will destroy a whole flock of
sheep. A rabid dog, if given the chance, can kill a thousand
animals and men. Therefore, compassion shown to wild and
ravening beasts is cruelty to the peaceful ones — and so the
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harmful must be dealt with. But to blessed animals the ut-
most kindness must be shown, the more the better. Tender-
ness and loving-kindness are basic principles of God’s heavenly
Kingdom. Ye should most carefully bear this matter in mind.
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To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1920-Nov-12

O true heir of that wise man! Your letter indicating your safe
and protected arrival in Washington has been received. What
excellent news, bringing glad tidings of the unity of the friends
and their being enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
The gathering of whites and blacks under the banner raised by
the hand of the power of your Lord, the Mighty, the Loving,
increased everyone’s joy.

You then reported your arrival in Chicago. I ask God to make
that city one where the standard of the Covenant waves and
that He may purify it from the corruptions of violation and
hypocrisy. Convey my greetings and praise to all the friends,
male and female, especially to that wise man, my dear friend
Mr. Wilhelm. I ask God to make him His banner of guidance
throughout all America. As for the daughter of that esteemed
maidservant of God who has arisen to exalt the Word of God,
Mrs. True, let her choose for herself a companion as she wishes
with her own consent and her mother’s consent, then seek per-
mission from me. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-13

A.B... “You got very tired in Jerusalem. There are many places
to visit and so one gets tired.

Mrs. K... “The suffering of Baha'u’llah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha
came to our minds more than those in the time of Christ.

A.B... “There is no difference... the past is like the future.
This is what Christ said: “Compare my days with those in the
future.” His Holiness Muhammad said that the past and future
are like a pair of shoes... the same way the days of Moses are
like my days.

Muhamad said one shoe is like the other.. These can be com-
pared one to the other.

Mrs. F... We saw the gate in the wall (around Jerusalem)
which is to be opened when Christ returns.

A.B... “No doubt. They don’t open the door to Christ if He
came as they did not in former days.

Mrs. F... Referring to the Jews waiting at the wall of Solomon.
If the Jews were sincere in their prayers for the returns of Christ
would they not recognize the Manifestation in this day?

A.B... There is no doubt. They are weeping because their
sovereignty is taken away; while the Temple of Solomon has
been destroyed. They are longing to try to establish Jewish
sovereignty. They are not weeping for the sake of God... of
Christ, but for sovereignty; they want worldly power.. to regain
their former power and influence.

A Rabbi told me that they expected a Christ that would come
and be successful; that he would conquer the world so that they
(the Jews) would become wealthy, powerful and predominant
over all nations. They want to become governors or generals.
They are not expecting a Christ who will make us wretched
and miserable.

After Christ we became miserable. Titus killed almost all the
Jews. We were scattered over the world. Almost all were killed
and our wives and children were captured.

We were expecting a Christ who would make us conquerors,
that we might conquerors, that we might conquer nations, take
possession of all property in the world. But after the appear-
ance of this Christ, Titus came and captured all our property,
killed our men, destroyed the Temple; our children were taken
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into captivity. They killed our sons and at last we had to run
to other parts of the world.

This is a separation that will not be followed by regathering.
We are not in need of such a Christ, one who will be crucified
and suffer. We do not want this kind. We want one who will
ascend to the throne of David.. draw the sword and conquer
people and nations of the world, and then take all countries.
All the poor of Israel will become rulers in other lands. We
expect such a Christ. When He comes we shall believe in him.

We do not want a Christ that will be oppressed, but one who
will oppress,- who will behead thousands- - -who will bring into
captivity a all the kings of the earth. When he comes all the
kings of the earth will believe.

We do now want a Christ with a crown of thorns, but one who
has a crown of jewels. We want a Christ of Solomon, - - one
who has Solomon’s majesty...

They are expecting such a Christ to come and they believe he
will come. Then the Jews will gain honor and power and all
money go into their pockets.

Mrs. F... Considering this condition of blindness, how will it
be possible for them to accept the present Manifestation?

A.B... When the word of God is raised this impossibility will
become possible. In spite of their obstinacy they will be obliged
to come under the banner of the Cause.

They say we accept His Holiness Baha’u’llah, but provided he
will not make us believe in Christ. He makes it incumbent for
us to believe in Christ and this is why it is hard for us...

PN_1920_heh p021, PN_1920_heh_ haifa p075

AB02198

To: Muhammad Husayn Vakil, in Baghdad
Date: 1920-Nov-13

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Previously your address sl & Olge i ) s Ol oz (gl 1
was written as “Baghdad, Suq al-Maydan, Aga Muhammad , iz 05 5 Cpmm a2 BT o 2l 5 g
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as well - an address by which letters will reach you. ey Lty oK
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Regarding what you wrote about the House - certainly the
mischief-makers will spare no effort in whatever they can do,
but you must resist with steadfastness. Assuredly divine con-
firmation will reach you.

You wrote that the loved ones of Iraq are firm and steadfast like
an impregnable fortress. The Blessed Beauty (may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones) for a very long time stood in
that city with utmost power and grandeur against all nations
and two mighty governments. The Word of God was being
exalted to all horizons - that is, Iraq was the center of the Sun
of the horizons and the Dawning-place of effulgence. Surely
this bounty must show its brilliant effects upon that land. It
is certain that the loved ones of God, having recognized the
value of this favor, will manifest the utmost steadfastness and
firmness.

At no time has the Cause of God been free from agitators.
Although in Iraq the might of Truth had made all fearful,
still Mirza Yahya, Siyyid Muhammad, Haji Muhammad-Rida,
Haji Mirza Ahmad and several others were secretly casting
doubts to prevent the attention of the friends from turning to
the Blessed Beauty. And their doubts were a thousand times
stronger than the doubts of the unfaithful ones. Nevertheless,
the light of truth shone forth and through the heat of the Sun
of Truth these dark and gloomy clouds were dispersed. Now
consider what value and station the worn-out doubts of the
unfaithful ones possess.

5 Convey to each and every one of the friends the Most Glorious
and Most Wonderful greetings.
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ABU1111

Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-15

Mrs. F.— When a member of a House of Spirituality dies or
moves to another city for some reason, what steps should be
taken in the election of another member?

A.B.— The remaining eight should elect one.
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Mrs. F.—- Should the Assembly of Santa Paula join with Los
Angeles working as one body?

A.B.—- No they should have their individual assemblies.

Mrs. H— Many small assemblies cannot afford to send del-
egates to the convention therefore they have heretofore been
represented by some delegate of a larger assembly. At the last
convention such representatives were disenfranchised this giv-
ing to each delegate only one vote. Was this a wise decision.

A .B.—- These affairs must be referred to the Convention. The
Convention is something like the House of Justice. I do not
interfere in these matters.

Mrs. F.— A believer has written some explanations of the
teachings, such as the meaning of Adam and Eve. The tree of
life, the prophecies and such things. She asks whether she is
permitted to spread these teachings—

A.B.—- She may write it and say it is her own idea. She may
say; This is what I understand it to be.

Mrs. C.— Mrs Addison has finished the Index of the book of
Tablets which she asked me to submit to Abdul Baha— Should
it be submitted to the Convention?

A.B.—- If you can find someone in America who can translate
it in Persian then send it to me. If not it must be sent to
the Convention. If passed by the Convention and accepted
then there can be no objection. If you can have it translated,
then send it here. Then afterwards, it must be passed and
sanctioned by the committee. The purpose is that no friction
may occur among the friends. In America it is very easy to
have friction, but in Persia it is not so.

In America every person has a special idea and taste. There
is nothing worse that difference - It is most injurious - There
is nothing worse. The Blessed Beauty says if two people have
differences both are wrong. We cannot say that one is right
and the other wrong. Both are wrong. In every matter if two
believers have differences both are wrong. This teaching is for
the purpose of avoiding differences.

All matters concerning the Mashrat-el-Askar should be
referred to the Convention.

These things are not spiritual they have nothing to do with
the fundamental principals of the Cause. I am only concerned
with fundamental things.

PN__1920 p043, PN__1920 p096, PN_ 1920 p110, PN_1920_heh_ haifa p077
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-16

A.B.—— The Bahais should sacrifice life in the path of each
other. Mr Dreyfus said that Nushugati (has a pilgrim house in
Port Said) has served him and his wife very much and another
friend—Jalal Afshar, served them as well. It must be so that
each friend should prefer others to himself; the others should
be first to him.

It has happened in Persia that one of the friends was caught
and another sacrificed his life for that one. The Shah wanted
to kill someone. One of the friends said: ‘I am he’ so that the
Shah might kill him and the other friend might go free.

This is the measure of faith-that one should prefer the friends
to himself. His Holiness Christ said: ‘Do unto others..’, but his
Holiness Baha'u’llah says—Prefer him to thyself.

Once they brought seven of the friends to martyr them. Each
one said, kill me first. Why-because they did not want to see
the martyred bodies of the others.

Mons. D.— In Paris it is not possible to invite many in one
house at one time on account of conditions.

A.B.— Now everywhere there are strikes. It is very strange- It
is necessary that all the nations and peoples should make laws
and regulations. At the end all the nations will be united so
that no one can break those laws and regulations. The Blessed
Beauty has written that if it becomes other that this, then
the result will be Bolschevick— Even here Bolschevick has been
found.

The Blessed Beauty has plainly written that there will be rev-
olutions and disturbances. There are three classes. High-or
educated— middle and low classes, this (lower) class are dom-
inating. The common classes will dominate and that will be
revolution. Irreligion will prevail and at the end the whole civ-
ilization of the world will be destroyed. Then again religion
will be established.

About five hundreds Jews came to Jaffa and asked for work and
were told to wait until work could be found for them. They
said: ‘We will not wait’. They became angry and joined the
Bolschevics. There were some Muslims and Christians who
also became Bolschevics.

Mrs. C... How long will irreligion prevail?
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A.B... About 50 years longer. Now no one is religious save the
(real) Baha'is.

Mrs. R... Will B... prevail in America?
A.B... Bol... will infect America as well.

Mrs. F... The drivers of the milk-wagons etc. receive 50 from
80 dollars a week while the school teachers receive much less.

A.B... Notwithstanding this they complain. Did Fygita take a
walk up the mountain?

Mrs. F... Yes.

A.B... Be careful. If you fall you will roll down the mountain.

PN_ 1920 p044, PN_1920_heh_ haifa p079
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Words at a wedding, spoken on 1920-Nov-18 in Haifa

This is a very happy evening, one of joy for two reasons - first,
it is a wedding night; and second, praise be to God, people
of different races and kinds are present, Americans, French,
Italian, Arab, Turk, and Persian, Japanese and Indian, Syrian,
Egyptian, briefly from every kind. It is like a flower garden
where every kind of flowers are grown, and found there. It is
like sea which contains all kind of fish. It is like a mountain
where are all kinds of birds. All are commemorating God in
utmost love and friendship.

Their hearts are detached from all things, their spirits are glad-
dened; their attraction is to the Kingdom of God.

It is a very happy evening, God willing, in the same way that
we have met together, all the world of humanity may gather
together; all become cordial, all become friendly, all may asso-
ciate together in utmost love. We hope that this meeting may
affect the world of humanity, so that they may become evanes-
cent in God, all may have good will toward each other, all may
become one family, all may act according to the teachings of
the blessed books. God willing it (this meeting) will have such
an effect that in the world of humanity war and struggle may
cease, that in the world of humanity bloodshed will be done
away with, that in the world of humanity, ferocity may not
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remain, that all the people may become like unto the angels
of heaven, that they may have complete good will towards all,
that they may become alive with the spirit of God and with
the breath of the Holy Spirit. This is my hope.

PN__1920 p082, PN__1920_ heh p023
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Words spoken at Haifa Pilgrim House, 1920-Nov-21

Questions asked by Mrs Winterburn.

Should the Japanese be educated with the white children or
separated?

A.B... It would be better if they were educated in the same
schools, because it would bring love among them. But if it
disturbs the people, then they should be educated separately.

Q... Should Japanese be permitted to buy and hold land in
California?

A.B... Yes! They should be allowed to do so. The government
should try everything that will bring understanding and love.
If they prevent the Japanese buying land it will bring enmity.
All that is the cause of understanding and love is good.

Ques... Many Californians object to the Japanese because they
send all their money to Japan and live here cheaply.

A.B... The Americans may be protected in taking some mea-
sures against the Japanese...But if they prohibit the buying of
land it will create animosity.

Q... Great numbers of Japanese come to America to buy land.
America is afraid.

A.B... One should not exaggerate the number of those who
come to buy land, for land is cheap in Japan and very expensive
in America.

Those who are born in the states will become attached to Amer-
ica and will not think of returning to Japan, and they will ask
for [L...].

This same question came up regarding the Syrians going to
Egypt.
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INTERMARRIAGE

A.B... Good! It is very good. It is the cause of unity. It is
very good, it is the cause of unity!

Q... Will the white race hold its own on the Pacific coast...

A.B... The white race predominates. I am in favor of the
marriage of the black and white races. It is very good. Such
marriages are very good. It gives a strong second generation,
and the color changes.

If a white man and a black woman marry, then the child or
daughter marries a white man the children will be very fine,
and they will be strong and white.

Mrs.K... Would children ever become black again?

A.B... No they will never return to black; they will be white.
This applies to the blacks of America, not of Africa.

Q... Should migration of Japanese be regulated by the U.S.?

A.B... Yes, they should regulate it. Some laws should exist reg-
ulating immigration for instance, if a man goes to this country
to profit, he should become an American.

Q... The Japanese are not allowed to become citizens.

A.B... The American government should allow them to be-
come citizens. Every man who goes to another country should
become a citizen of that country. The great danger is not from
JAPAN but it is from CHINA.

The Chinese will come in great numbers when they begin. It
is good to have regulations.

PN_ 1920 p033, PN_ 1920 p045, PN_ 1920 p047, PN_ 1920 heh haifa p081

ABU0369

Words to Kathryn Frankland spoken at house of the Master in Haifa, 1920-Nov-22

Praise be to God you have been here a month and have attained
to the privilege of visiting the holy tomb, have associated with
the friends. Although our gathering here at present does not
seem important; but in the future it will produce great results.

We should not look at the present, we should look to the fu-
ture, when the disciples of His Holiness Christ gathered on
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the mountain. At that time, their gathering together was not
considered important by the people. The people were saying
“What result can be obtained from the gathering of a few fish-
ermen, or some working people”. Afterwards it became known
what a great importance that gathering had. The importance
of that gathering shone upon the world, perhaps some of those
disciples themselves could not realize the importance. But now
you are seeing what great results have followed.

Now our gathering, although it does not seem to be important,
yet in the future it will have great results. The Cause was once
confined to the city of Shiraz, very few became believers, no
one paid any attention to them at first - that is, no importance
was attached to their gatherings by the people. Then that
gathering spread its influence to Isphahan, then to Teheran
and Khorasan and all over Persia, then to other countries until
it finally reached America. And God willing from America it
will spread its influence to all of the Pacific coast, to Japan,
China, in short, it will exercise its influence all over the world.
Be assured of this! If all the forces of the world combined in
order to oppose the influence of the Cause, they shall fail. The
power of the word of God will ultimately exercise its influence
all over the world. Like unto the Holy Spirit it shall permeate
into the veins, arteries and all parts of the body of the world.
No power can check it, because it is the influence of the Word
of God: it is the breath of the Holy Spirit. It is not a political
movement, it is not an industrial movement, it is not a scientific
movement, — but it is the influence of the Word of God, it is
the breath of the Holy Spirit.

Therefore, now that you are returning, you must go with a
greater power, greater influence, because you have come to
visit the Holy Tombs and you have attained the privilege of
visiting the holy threshold. You have visited the tomb of the
First Point, holy breezes have blown upon you - the fruits
will be known afterwards. Be assured that divine confirma-
tions will accompany you. Be confident that the hosts of the
Supreme Concourse will support you. Therefore you should
arise with all your strength in service. In this world every
gathering proves useless; every edifice will be destroyed; every
lamp will be extinguished; every star will set, but the Word
of God will day by day become more and more predominant.
The teachings of God will spread more and more, farther and
farther.

This foundation is eternal, this is a lamp that will never be
extinguished, this is a star that will never set, nay rather it
is life in life.-therefore you should have absolute dependence
upon the Word of God and be devoted to the Holy Spirit.
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With all your strength, strive day and night so that you may
be able to serve the Kingdom of God. This is an impregnable
fortress, this is an unshakable foundation, this is eternal life,
this is an everlasting bounty. Observe that those souls who
arose in service to Christ during the days of Christ are shining
even until now.

You came here and asked almost all your questions, scientific,
religious - (problems of the Kingdom) - economic and social;
all of these have been, as far as possible, answered. It is my
hope that you problems have been solved. When you return
you should arise in service as much as possible.

Be very lenient and kind to the Japanese and show kindness
also to the Chinese. You should use all means so that all these
differences between the Japanese and Americans may be done
away with. Similarly you should use all means to spread the
Word of God in Japan and China. Be very kind to those people,
explain to them the oneness of the world of humanity, which is
one of the basic principles of His Holiness Baha'u’llah that all
the people are the sheep of God, and God is the affectionate
shepherd. He is affectionate to all his sheep, this is the policy of
God. Therefore to us the Chinese, Japanese, French, English,
Persians, and Germans are all one. They are all the sheep
of God; we must be kind to all. In brief you should be kind
to the Japanese, I spoke to you about them today, you should
remember what I have said. Now that you are going you should
be bearers of glad tidings and you should be like unto a breeze
which blows from a rose garden; you should be like unto rain
which pours down from the clouds of mercy; you should be like
unto waves which rise from the sea of truth.

I shall pray for you, that you may, day by day, develop in the
Kingdom of God, and obtain greater insight, and find keen
ears; that you may become very eloquent in speech, so that,
as his Holiness Christ said, the breath of the Holy Spirit may
inspire your hearts. Now, God be with you. Merhaba!

PN_1920 p073, PN__1920_heh p026, PN_1920_heh_ haifa p083
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ABU1276

Words to family and friends, spoken on 1920-Nov-25 in Haifa

The friends who departed recently, that is, the friends from
America, Mrs. Goodall, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Ralston, Mrs.
Frankland, and from France, Mr. and Mrs. Dreyfus, have
determined to strive to promote and spread the Word of God
with all their energy. They have confined all their thoughts to
this excellent intention... They departed from here with utmost
sincerity of purpose and devotion to Baha'u’llah. The truth of
this statement was not so well known while they were here;
but after they return home, this will become manifest, and
you will hear what they will achieve. Now you should pray for
them and supplicate confirmation and assistance for them that
they may be able to promote the Word of God and be favored
with the privilege of serving the world of humanity, that they
may help to establish universal peace and lay the foundation
of the oneness of the world of humanity. They should be kind
to all people and prefer the welfare of others to their own.
When they attain to these characteristics, the Hosts of the
Supreme Concourse will assist them, and the confirmations of
the Kingdom of Abha will surround them. Every one of them
will become a brilliant candle and a victorious banner, not only
they themselves, but others will become astonished; but they
are in need of your prayers. Whenever you are supplicating
ask confirmations for them.

Today every soul who gives up his own thoughts and desires
and mingles with the people with utmost sincerity, such an
one is surrounded by the Hosts of the Supreme Concourse: as
a magnet attracts iron these benevolent intentions similarly
attract the divine confirmations. You shall see before long
that every one of the friends will be confirmed to achieve dis-
tinguished services. Do not think that he or she is weak or
without fame; consider his characteristics, his sincerity, truth-
fulness, willingness to serve, trustworthiness, etc., not his po-
sition in society. Such a person is confirmed, otherwise all the
doors of confirmation will be closed.

Therefore, you should supplicate and pray for such friends as
these and implore confirmations and assistance.

PN_1920__heh p029, MAB.097-098
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AB10852

ABO05627

To: Olive G Couch, in Philadelphia
Date: 1920-Nov-26

O thou who art firm in the Kingdom!

Thy letter has been received. From its contents it was under-
stood that thou art in the utmost firmness and steadfastness.
Thou hast written that whatever thou speakest of the Teach-
ings, the hearers do not understand. Similarly in the time of
His Holiness, Christ whatever the disciples were explaining, the
Pharisees did not understand. This is why, as it is palpably
written in the Gospel, He (Christ) says that they have ears,
but they do not hear and they have eyes, but they do not see.

The day will, however, come when they will both see and hear.
Therefore, do thou arise, with perfect firmness and steadfast-
ness, act according to the Divine Teachings, give explanation
of the oneness of the world of humanity and be kind to all!

What thou hadst enclosed has also been received.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal
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AB10852

To: Ahmad Yazdani, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Nov-26

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter arrived from
along the way. Its contents were spiritual and its sentiments
conscientious. Be confident in God’s grace and bounty, and
rest assured that divine confirmations will encompass your con-
dition. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABU1412

Words spoken on 1920-Nov-28 in Haifa/Akka

Springtime is the time of buds and blossoms and flowers, but
the season of fruits is after the springtime. The days of the
Manifestations of God are like the season of the spring.

In the time of the Manifestation Moses, the buds and flowers
which appeared were turned into fruits some time after Moses’
departure. Similarly in the days of his Holiness Christ, his
words and utterances produced fruit afterwards. At the time
of His Holiness the Prophet, (Mohammed) he planted the tree
of Tooba with his own hand, but that tree also produced fruits
afterward.

Now we hope that the fruits of man’s existence will appear in
these days (or seasons). In the Koran it says: ‘Before long
God will bring forth people whom He loves and who love Him.
When they said to His Holiness Christ: ‘Your followers do
not behave according to discipline and rules” His Holiness
Christ answered them: ‘These are the days of marriage and
not the days of discipline. The days of rules and discipline
will come afterwards.” This means that the fruit of the trees
will be gathered in summer and not in the spring. There were
some people who appeared at Khorassan, and in reality revived
the religion of His Holiness the Prophet, otherwise his religion
would have been utterly destroyed. These people were souls
who were severed from all desire save service.

Now also our hope is that in these days the Holy Cause may
yield its fruits. That the friends of God may become so self-
sacrificing that the Cause may bring forth much fruit. The
days are passing, before long a whirlwind of dust will place
everybody in their graves.

As long as we are living we must be all the time thinking of
the promotion of the Word of God, so that the heavenly life
may illumine all the world and may change this world of dust
into paradise and change this wilderness of thorns into a rose
garden.

SW_ v13#01 p.018-019
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ABO01795

AB01795

To: Mirza Farajullah Khan son of Mirza Asadullah Khan, in Isfahan

Date: 1920-Nov-30

O servant of the threshold of the Ancient Beauty! Your letter
dated 14 Muharram 1339 arrived and its contents were noted.
These events are nothing new. Regarding this matter, a letter
was written to Tehran, a copy of which is enclosed - you will
observe it.

Do not be surprised at this oppression by these unjust people.
In every dispensation, occurrences more severe than this have
befallen the Holy Manifestations of God, but destruction led to
construction, humiliation became the cause of glory and honor,
and abasement resulted in supreme exaltation. From the con-
tents of the enclosed letter being sent, the truth, consequences
and proofs will become clear. Therefore the present and future
should be measured against the past.

Just as in former times the greatest calamities became the
cause of attaining the highest aspirations, likewise in this cy-
cle whatever occurs will yield magnificent results. Hence you
should not be sorrowful or distressed. When you scatter a seed
in the earth, that seed decomposes and becomes annihilated
beneath the soil, yet that very annihilation is the cause of its
permanence, that dispersion leads to gathering, and that disso-
lution results in the formation of great abundant harvests. Now
although these honored graves and sacred tombs have been sub-
jected to degradation, this is the foundation of supreme glory
and the source of greatest exaltation - this will become evident
later.

As for the current disorder in affairs, today the masses are in
utmost upheaval and turmoil. As the poet says: “There is not
a thorn’s point that is not red with martyrs’ blood.” And the
Turkish poet says: “In this azure dome there is not a shield;
All atoms are targets for the arrows of fate.” But I place my
hope in divine favors that for you dispersion will end in unity
and disorder will be transformed into order. Convey to each
and every one of the friends of God the Most Glorious, Most
Wondrous greetings from me.
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AB04405

To: George Townshend, in Ireland
Date: 1920-Dec-01

O illumined personage, O man of God, and revered soul of the
Kingdom!

Your letter hath been received, and its every word bore wit-
ness to the spiritual progress you have made and to the res-
urrection of your inner being. Those heavenly stirrings you
have experienced are a magnetic force that draweth down the
confirmations of the Kingdom of god, and they will make the
gates of meaning, of mystical significance, to open before you,
and the confirmations of the divine Kingdom will be yours.

The heart of man is even as a nest, and the Teachings or
Baha’u’llah are as a singing bird; it is certain that from this
nest the melodies of the Kingdom of Heaven will rise up and
fill the air, bringing celestial intimations to men’s minds, and
calling their souls to life.

That your church will pass into the protective shade of the
Heavenly Jerusalem, is my hope.

No matter if the limbs of your body are feeble, praised be God
your spirit is robust; for it is even as the Christ hath said: The
flesh is weak, and despondeth, but the spirit rejoiceth greatly.
Know then that from this very spirit, thy body too will take
on strength. Rest thou assured that thou art safe and sound,
beneath the sheltering bounties of Baha’u’llah.

; To my dear daughter, thy esteemed wife, and the other mem-

bers of thy household, give my greetings and respects.

ABTM.012
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AB09360

To: Gail, Marzieh et al.,
Date: 1920-Dec-01

in Paris

O ye two handmaidens of God! Your letter was received. I
hope that Rahim will be successful in his studies at school,
and I pray to God that arrangements may be made for you
to be enabled to visit the Holy Threshold before returning
to America. The dream you had was surely a good one. I
conveyed your greetings to all, and I was very pleased at the
love shown between you sisters. And upon you both be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10247

To: Florence Breed Khan
Date: 1920-Dec-01

O honored maidservant of God! Your letter was received. Due
to lack of time, a brief reply is being written. I hope that
through divine favors, assistance and bounty may encompass
you from every direction. His honor the Khan is zealous in
service, patient in hardship, and grateful in exile. Therefore,
he is deserving of divine favors. I supplicate at the Threshold
of Oneness and beseech healing for your brother. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB01223

To: Alwyn Baker
Date: 1920-Dec-02

O thou who art seeking for Truth!

Your letter has been forwarded. I have no opportunity to write
a detailed answer, so I am obliged to be brief.

The point is, that the Cause of Baha’Ullah is inclusive of all
perfections and supplies all the needs of the world of humanity.
But this cannot be accomplished in a short time. Time is
needed. This will gradually be realized.

When a divine farmer sows the seed, the crops cannot be imme-
diately gathered in, but it is certain that the seed will develop
into a harvest. The seed which His Holiness Christ-May my
soul be sacrificed for Him!-sowed, grew into a harvest within
three hundred years.

We are now at the commencement of the shining forth of the
Sun of Reality. It is the time which His Holiness Christ, calls
the “days of marriage.” No doubt the house is not in order,
but the time will come when it will come under order.

They put some questions pertaining to wisdom and philosophy
to his honor Paul. He said that before he recognized Christ he
knew everything; but after he came to know Christ, he forgot
everything. He was filled with Christ and so they should ask
him about Christ, besides whom he was ignorant of everything
whatsoever.

In the Tablets of His Holiness Baha’Ullah, there are many
philosophic questions. For example, the Tablet of Wisdom,
but it has not yet been translated. It may be found that his
honor Fazel Mazandarani gave this Tablet to a Persian expert
to translate into English. In His Tablets He has encouraged
and rather urged (the people) to study philosophy. Therefore,
in the region of Baha’Ullah philosophy is highly esteemed.

As to life, however, it has had no beginning nor will it have any
end. The eternal grace of God has always been the cause of life.
It has had no starting point and it will not approach any end.
But concerning the degrees through which the soul has gone,
these degrees are spiritual. Consider all the advancement of
the word of humanity which is at present manifest and known.
This has been realized through the spirit. The manifestation
of the will of the Omnipotent, in the universe, means the man-
ifestation of the divine laws and disciplines which are essential
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to the realities of beings, and in the world of the Kingdom they
are ideas which in the appearance of the holy Manifestations
(of God) are realized.

The fruits of the deeds of man, i.e., the harvest of the reward
of man’s conduct, is gathered in the heavenly realm.

But as to evolution, it is true of both the body and the spirit.
Consider how many sciences, arts, discoveries and achieve-
ments have come into existence since the days of Moses till
the present time through the progress of the human soul in
knowledge and perfections. Similarly, how much the soul has
evolved from the moral point of view. From the material stand-
point, you can see also how much civilization has progressed.

In short, I wrote the answer in brief. No doubt you will under-
stand realities in detail thereby.

Unto thee be greeting and praise!

BSC.434 #787-789, SW_v12#12 p.194, BSTW#104

AB12500

To: Alma Knobloch, in Germany
Date: 1920-Dec-02

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

2 Thy letter from Germany has been received. Thou hast praised
the meetings at Stuttgart. Thou hast also written that at
Leipzig the friends have a meeting of the utmost spirituality,
that they are attracted to the Beloved of the world, and enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God. This tiding generated
happiness. Now I give thee this tiding that the Word of God
will be propagated in Germany with greatest might.

Praise be to God that the seed which thou didst, at the begin-
ning, scatter is growing day by day.

Unto thee be the Glory of God!
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AB08892

To: Mary Young, in West Englewood, NJ
Date: 1920-Dec-02

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter has been received together with the picture enclosed
in thy letter. Those faces are luminous and those souls have
their attention fixed to the invisible Kingdom.

I supplicated and implored at the Threshold of the Beauty
of Abha, beseeching pardon, forgiveness and bounty of the
Merciful for thee, thy friends and even thine enemies.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal

SW__v124#12 p.202

AB06031

To: Corinne True, in Chicago
Date: 1920-Dec-08

O thou maidservant of God who art near to Him! Your letter
arrived and its contents were noted. All matters concerning
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar are referred to the annual Convention
in every respect. Whatever the Convention decides by ma-
jority vote is acceptable and shall be carried out. Therefore,
regarding this matter about which you inquired, it too should
be referred to the annual Convention. The reply to the letter
which you had enclosed is enclosed herewith. As for Dr. Bagh-
dadi, I hope that he will be successful and confirmed in his
services. I have the utmost love for him and affection for his
wife, and I wish for him eternal glory and felicity. Fujita is
here now and is engaged in service.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

SW_ v12#01 p.019
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AB12427

To: Schwarz, Alice et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1920-Dec-08

O ye two pure souls! Your letter was received and its contents
caused the utmost joy, for it consisted of supplications and
seeking confirmation from the power of the Holy Spirit. Rest
ye assured that heavenly confirmation will reach you and ye
will be able to answer the people’s questions. Praise be to God
that the Consul has obtained some leisure and rest and has
found respite. The marriage of dear daughter Frieda to Profes-
sor Vald Smith is most blessed. I hope that they will form a
heavenly family. In any case, be confident in divine grace and
bounty that this holy family will attain eternal life through the
confirmation of the Holy Spirit and become renowned through-
out all regions. Upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.561
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AB06544

To: Annie L. Parmerton
Date: 1920-Dec-08

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter has been received. Praise be unto God, it indicates
that through the presence of Jenabe Fazel a new book has been
opened. It is my hope that the friends may receive at every
moment a new spirit and so arise to act as they should have
to.

I was very glad to learn that after the death of Mr. Parmerton
thou hast moved forth according to the call of the Teaching
Committee; that thou hast severed thyself from the earthly
world and those who live thereupon; that thou hast turned
thine attention to the Kingdom of Abha; that thou hast made
the whole of the globe of earth thy home, and thou hast been
spreading the breaths (teachings).

Offer thanks unto God that thou hast been thus confirmed;
that consequently thou hast become favored by Abdul-Baha;
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that thou art supplicating assistance and confirmation for the
friends of God, and thou lovest all of them! Be thou assured
that thou wilt be confirmed.

I supplicate Godis blessing upon thy revered sister and all thy
family.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abha!

SW__v12#12 p.201

AB10313

To: Kengiro Ono, in Japan
Date: 1920-Dec-08

O thou heavenly person!

Praise be unto God, that having rent asunder the veils and
having seen the rays of the Sun of Reality, thou didst turn
thine attention to the Center of the Covenant.

Rest thou assured that thou wilt be confirmed to give sight to
the blind and hearing power to the deaf and even thou wilt
give life to the dead!

JWTA.038

AB00481

To: Miss Mochizuki, in Japan
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O thou who art a new grown tree on the meadow of Truth!

Thy letter dated October 14, 1920 has been received. As it was
indicative of the susceptibilities of thy conscience, it became
the cause of joy.

Japan is like unto a farm whose soil is untouched. Such a soil
as this has great capacity. One seed produces an hundredfold.
Now, praise be unto God, ye have found such a farm. Ye must
develop the lands; ye must free them from thorns and weeds;
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ye should scatter the seeds of the love of God thereupon, and
irrigate them with the rain of the knowledge of God. Rest ye
assured that heavenly blessing will be bestowed!

It is my hope that in that farm ye will become divine farm-
ers. The enlightened people of Japan are tired and disgusted
with the superannuated and putrefied blind imitations. They
are assured that these blind imitations are pure superstitions
without any truth. Therefore, they have the capacity to hear
the Call of God. The land is untouched. We will have to see
what the divine farmers will do!

At present thou hast started a journal. It is my hope that this
journal will shine as the Star of the East. In the journal write
thus:

When the horizon of the East was covered with immense
darkness; when dark clouds were predominate, and when all
the heavenly stars were concealed to the eye. His Holiness,
Baha’u’llah, like unto the sun, shone forth from the horizon of
the East and with radiating splendor He illumined the Orient.

The light of that Sun of Reality consisted of heavenly teachings
which were spread in the Orient, because there the obscurities
of blind imitations, of religious, sectarian, racial, political, eco-
nomic and home prejudices were in ascendency. The darkness
of these prejudices had dominated the Oriental world to such a
degree that it has blinded all the eyes and deafened all the ears.
There prevailed quarrel and strife, warfare and bloodshed.

In short, it has a long description but I mentioned it briefly.
When the Sun of Truth shone forth with all might and energy,
these obscure and dark clouds dispersed and the splendid Day
presented to the eye an aspect with such freshness and beauty
that the wise became astonished; the sick were cured; the blind
received sight; the deaf obtained hearing; the dumb proved elo-
quent, and the dead quickened. A heavenly Table was spread
in the Orient. The divine teachings like unto an unshakable
edifice were instituted.

The first principle of Baha’u’llah is independent investigation
for truth, that is, all the nations of the world have to investigate
after truth independently and turn their eyes from the rotten
blind imitations of the past ages entirely. Truth is one when
it is independently investigated, it does not accept division.
Therefore the independent investigation for truth will lead to
the oneness of the world of humanity.

Another one of these teachings is the oneness of the world of
humanity. All mankind are the trees of the divine garden and
the Gardener of this orchard is his Most High, the All Sustainer.
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The hand of His favour hath planted these trees, irrigated them
from the cloud of Mercy and reared them with the energy of
the Sun of Truth.

Then there remains no doubt that this heavenly Farmer (Gar-
dener) is kind to all these plants. This truth cannot be denied.
It is shining like unto the sun. This is the divine policy and
unquestionably it is greater than the human policy. We must
follow the divine policy.

The point is this that some people are sick; some are imma-
ture and ignorant, and some without any knowledge of their
beginning and of their end. The sick should be cured; the
immature should be brought to maturity, and the ignorant
should be taught to become wise and not that enmity should
be exercised towards them.

Similarly describe fully in that journal the other teachings
which thou art acquainted with, one by one, a detailed descrip-
tion: For example, that religion must be the cause of concord;
that it should agree with science and reason; that it must be
a factor of progress to the world of humanity, that it should
be free from blind imitations. Another example is that all
prejudices are destructive to the foundation of the world of
humanity.

Other examples are: The equality of men and women; the
universalization of knowledge (education); the creation of one
universal language; justice and righteousness; economic facil-
ities among mankind; the need of the world of humanity of
the breaths of the Holy Spirit; the establishment of universal
peace; the institution of the Supreme Court of Arbitration; the
freedom and equality of all mankind; the brotherhood of the
world of humanity, and other teachings like these which are
mentioned in the Tablets of God. Describe all these teachings
fully in the most eloquent and sweetest terms expressive of the
most charming realities and insert them in the journal!

It is my hope that thou together with Miss Alexander will
be confirmed to accomplish this service. Miss Alexander is
the herald of Truth in Japan. Rest assured that she will be
confirmed and assisted.

Upon ye be the Glory of Abhal

JWTA.033-036, SW__ v12#02 p.040-041
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AB12368

To: Baha’is of Esslingen, Germany
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O tender plants of the garden of the Kingdom! Christ - may
my soul be a sacrifice unto Him - praised the children, meaning
those children who enter the Kingdom are like fresh flowers
that have blossomed in the meadow of reality, in the utmost
freshness and delicacy. For in the age of childhood they enter
the Kingdom of Oneness - the glance of favor encompasses
them and the bestowals of the Most One are complete. 1 hope
that through the heat of the Sun of Reality, the dewdrops of
the cloud of bounty, and the breeze of the winds of guidance,
you may grow and develop in the stream of divine knowledge,
and that each one of you may appear as a fruitful tree and a
flowering rose bush. Be confident in the heavenly confirmations
and be joyous in the celestial bestowals. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory!

BBBD.567

AB05683

To: Holley, Horace et al., in New York
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O friends of Abdul-Baha! The prayer that you had offered to
the Abha Kingdom was in truth a flame that emerged from
an enkindled heart, for the hearts were in utmost purity and
turning toward the Kingdom, and the prayer was supplication
and imploring at the threshold of grandeur. In short, it was an
effective melody and a prayer in utmost sincerity. Rest assured

that it will bring mighty effects and heavenly confirmations.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSTW#102
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AB12466

To: Anna Kostlin, in Esslingen
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O daughter of the Kingdom! Your letter was received. Praise
be to God that you met with that American youth and associ-
ated with the German friends in the utmost spirituality. You
are indeed a believer, assured, attracted and enkindled. My
hope is that you may receive a ray from the Sun of Truth and
become like unto a blessed tree, abundant in fruit, serving the
unity of the human world and becoming the cause of love and
kindness among all peoples. Convey my utmost love and kind-
ness to all the friends on my behalf. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.566-567

AB12501

To: Hermann Grossmann, in Hamburg
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O thou who hast been guided by the light of divine guidance!

Thy letter hath been received. It indicated that thou hast
turned thy face towards the Abha Kingdom. Render thanks
unto God that thou wert enabled to rend the veils asunder,
gaze upon the beauty of the Sun of Reality and walk in the
way of the Kingdom.

Thou shouldst be eternally grateful and obliged to those souls
who were the means for thy guidance inasmuch as they be-
stowed heavenly life upon thee and caused thee to attain unto
this resplendent world.

Upon thee be the glory of the Most Glorious!

BBBD.563-564
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AB12546

To: Anna Violetta Schreiner, in Fsslingen
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O heavenly daughter! Your letter was received and was a cause
of joy and attraction. Mr. Remey is a confirmed soul and a
wise person. I love him very much because he is in the utmost
sincerity. Rest assured that he will receive divine confirmation
and assistance. As you observed, praise be to God, he came
to Germany and met with the friends and became the cause of
joy to their hearts.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.569

AB12627

To: Kohler, Richard et al., in Esslingen
Date: 1920-Dec-09

O ye two heavenly souls!

I have received your engagement announcement. I turned my
face to the Holy Threshold of God and implored that this mar-
ital bond be interwoven with prosperity. Thus I extend my
congratulations to you, that this marriage may represent a
blessed family and that a household may be established under
the shadow (protection) of the Kingdom of God, which will
flourish until eternity.

Upon you be the Glory of God!

BBBD.566
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AB09116

To: Victoria Bedikian
Date: 1920-Dec-09

Today, at the Threshold of His Holiness Baha’u’llah, there is
nobody more favored than thee, because thou art busy in the
service of the orphans and in the education of the destitute,
helpless children. Thou hast no desire but to please God.

Verily, verily, this service is directly rendered to His Holiness
Baha’u’llah Himself, because these children are His dear chil-
dren. This is why His Holiness Christ (may my soul be sacri-
ficed to Him) says, that from all parts of the world people will
hasten to enter the Kingdom, while the sons of the Kingdom
go out of it; and again He says, that children are the residents
of the Kingdom of God.

May thou be a hundred thousand times applauded for this
service thou art rendering!

Upon thee be the Glory of Abhal

SW_ v12#10 p.170

AB01884

Date: 1920-Dec-12

O thou who art a servant at the Threshold of God.

Thy letter has been received. From its flowers of significance
the fragrance of truthfulness and straightforwardness was per-
ceived. It is my hope that thou wilt remain in faith and in the
Covenant firm and steadfast.

Thou hast touched upon the question of the Mashreq ‘Ul-Azkar.
The importance of the Mashreq ‘Ul-Azkar cannot be confined
within any measure or limit, because it is the first divine in-
stitution in that vast continent, and from this Mashreq ‘Ul-
Azkar which is now in the process of construction, a hundred-
thousand Mashreq ‘Ul-Azkars will be born in the future. There-
fore, it is very important. As its cost of construction, however,
will amount to a huge sum of money, its construction cannot
be accomplished in a short time.
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Every meeting (in the Cause) whose formation is permitted
and sanctioned by Abdul-Baha is accepted and favored by God,
otherwise, it produces no result and bears no fruit, nay rather,
it gives rise to the distraction of minds. I have no difference
with anybody. I am busy in servitude to the Threshold of
Baha’Ullah. Everybody who agrees with me, I feel attached
to.

Eternal life is characteristic of the human soul. The sacred
souls are in the utmost harmony and joy with one another in
the world of eternity...Strive thou as far as thou art able in the
Divine Mine so that thou mayst discover heavenly jewels.

...Thou hast asked about the third Tajalli, which is about sci-
ences, arts and industries. By these sciences and arts are meant
those which are useful and are studied in Europe and America,
such as geometry, chemistry, geography, all mathematics and
other useful sciences.

In Persia, however, in that time such sciences had prevalence
which were mere imaginations, but their names were great.
They had termed them Hekmat-i-Eshrakieh (a system of old
philosophies). The people would busy themselves in the study-
ing of these sciences and would take pains for thirty to forty
years. At the end they would realize that their studies con-
sisted of mere superstition and pure nonsense. Those helpless
souls (students) would become disappointed and discouraged.

...I supplicate God to bestow upon thee great assistance and
confirmation and to enable thee to enter the Kingdom of God;
to be established in the school of Abdul-Baha, and to learn
wisdom and servitude towards His Holiness Baha’Ullah. This
is the divine school, this is the enlightened school and this is
the heavenly school.

Unto thee be greeting and praise!

SW_ v124#13 p.218-219+210
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ABO05678

To: Abdu’l-Muhammad Irani Alizadih, in Eqypt
Date: 1920-Dec-12+

O kind friend! Two letters from you were received and their
contents were noted....

We have utmost attachment to Iran and Iranians.

As for the account of the martyrdoms, truly it is an incident
without parallel in history. The cruel oppressors tore an entire
family to pieces in five minutes, even beheading a four-month-
old child - a bloodthirsty wolf would not do such a thing. De-
spite this we remained silent and did not allow such an atrocity
by our countrymen to be publicized in the respected journals
of Europe and America....

...many such transgressions, oppression, hostility and tyranny
have befallen this community in Iran - this is not the first bottle
broken in Islam. And all these events only serve to strengthen
the Cause of Baha’u’llah, as experience has shown. Yet we
show utmost kindness even to enemies as we do to friends.

“They heap such wrongs upon this wretched soul that loyalty
itself would blush for me.”
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AB01530

To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1920-Dec-15

O descendant of that illustrious man! Your letter dated Oc-
tober 29, 1920 has arrived and all the friends were delighted
with its contents, as it indicated the unity and harmony of the
friends and the shining of the lights of the Sun of Truth in
those regions.
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Jinab-i-Fadil has spread the spirit of Baha’i teachings in those
vast territories, and Mr. Randall, that firm and steadfast one,
accompanied him on his journey. Mr. Roy Wilhelm is assist-
ing Mr. Gregory in teaching the illumined black people. Mr.
Culver showed every enthusiasm in helping Jinab-i-Fadil with
travel arrangements. Mr. Charles Hansen traveled to western
America and spread the divine teachings in those regions. The
old friend Mr. Harris, Mr. Mormorton and Mr. Hanko con-
tinue to travel around New York, diffusing the fragrances in
those parts.

One of the rabbis entered a meeting of the friends with an agi-
tated heart and left with an expanded breast, thankful, grate-
ful, cheerful and glad at what he saw of the Baha'’is’ love for
him.

The near maidservant of God, Miss Fanny Knobloch, intends
to go from America to South Africa to teach God’s Cause, and
her arrival in those lands was like the descent of rain upon a
crop that puts forth its shoots, then strengthens, then stands
firm upon its stalks, delighting the farmers.

The construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will begin next
spring.

The noble beloved Mr. Remey is successful in exalting the
Word of God in Germany.

The firm and steadfast maidservant of God Mrs. French has
stopped in Pasadena, California and the Baha’i assembly in
that place was formed with complete joy and fragrance.

The friends in Kenosha are showing the utmost firmness and
zeal in guiding the heedless and promoting human unity and
bringing hearts together with power and authority.

All these events are the cause of joy and delight. May God
reward you with the best of rewards. I beseech Him to make
you a sign of guidance in those regions. All the loved ones in the
Holy Land are in perfect health and joy. Convey my greetings
and affection to your esteemed wife and all the maidservants
of the Merciful. Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02910

To: Siyyid Abdur-Rashid, in Calcutta
Date: 1920-Dec-15

...You had written that you intend, together with the friends
in Calcutta and Bombay, to undertake the translation of some
of the Tablets into the Hindi language. This purpose is most
acceptable, however at present it should be those letters which
this servant has written about the oneness of the human world
and the teachings of Baha’u’llah that were written regarding
good character and kindness to humanity and conduct accord-
ing to divine good-pleasure - those letters should be translated,
and after some time the Glad Tidings and Splendors and Words
and Ornaments, each letter of which is greater than a hundred
letters of this servant and others like this servant....
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AB06880

To: Surush son of Nush et al., in Bombay
Date: 1920-Dec-15

O you who are struck by calamity! His honor Nush found
every poison (zahr) sweet (nush) and was the embodiment of
reason and intelligence. He spent his days in praise of the
Lord of Creation and became the cause of guidance for many.
Therefore do not be sorrowful or grieved at his passing, for
human life is through the soul, not the body - through the
spirit, not the pain-filled form. That sweet-singing bird took
flight to the heavenly rose garden and became immersed in the
lights of the endless hidden world.
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I ask of God that his relatives may also be confirmed in fol- 5 e 4 % Oldlaze & ra\,; Jus )
lowing his character and way. In the Holy Land, in the Most
Exalted Station, soon a day of mourning will be held for him.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words to Fugeta, Dr. Esslemont et al, spoken around 1920-Dec-15 in Haifa

Question: “Did Jesus first realize his mission when the Spirit
descended upon him in the form of a dove?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha: “The Holy Spirit was always with Christ.”
Question: “Did he know of it?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha: “It was hidden from others, but manifest to him.
The story about the dove is simply a metaphor. No dove came
down. Amongst the people, John the Baptist felt that the Holy
Spirit was in Christ. The Holy Spirit was always with Christ.
He knew about his mission from early childhood.”

Question: “Did the Bab, Baha'ullah and ‘Abdu’l-Baha also
know of their mission from early childhood?”

‘Abdu’l-Baha: “Yes.”

Question: “In a book I read that at the age of twenty-four the
Bab realized his mission.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha: “From childhood it was apparent to him, like
the sun. The people felt his greatness although they did not
know about his future.”

LOG#1642x, SW_ v14#09 p.274, PN_ 1919 p037
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AB01312

To: William H Randall, in Boston
Date: 1920-Dec-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Two letters from thee
have been received. Now I am writing the answer, but I have
no opportunity to write a detailed answer. So with the utmost
briefness do I touch on every point.

Thou shouldst strive to the utmost in the pursuance of business.
Thou shouldst do this same also in spreading the Breaths of
God. Divide thy time into two parts! Spend one in the business
and the other in service to the Kingdom of God!

Verily, verily thou hast done thy best, since thou hast returned
to America in thy work, for the Kingdom. Rest assured that
the confirmations of the Holy Spirit will support thee!

Thou hast given the greatest importance to the question of the
Masherko’l Azkar. Mrs. Mariam Haney is of the utmost sincer-
ity. It is my hope that the Executive Board will be bestowed
with the heavenly blessing. At Green Acre last year (summer)
you and the friends succeed to render distinguished services.

Jenabe Fazel is in reality sincere and self-sacrificing in the Path
of Baha’u’llah. Miss Martha Root is doing her best too. Mrs.
May Maxwell is enkindles with the fire of the love of God. She
is pure spirit. Mirza Ahmad is serving with heart and soul.

; The union and concord of the members of the Executive Board

is attracting confirmations from the Kingdom of God. It is a
magnet of success in activities. Mr. Mountford Mills, verily,
merits praise. Mr. Roy Wilhelm has no other aim than spir-
itual progress, conscientious susceptibilities and self- sacrifice
in the Cause of God.

As to the question of Mr. Bourgeois, practice ye consideration
towards him, but his salary and other arrangements concerning
him should be decided by the public Convention next spring.
The Mashreko’l Azkar is a magnet for the confirmations ren-
dered by the Supreme Concourse. The sooner ye begin its
construction the greater the confirmations attained to.
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The association which has been formed for promoting the rela-
tionship and love between America and Japan will, God willing,
be confirmed and assisted. This association is important. It
will, unquestionably, bring forth great results.

The especial Convention, however, for the removal of racial
enmity between the white and the colored is, as I wrote to the
revered maidservant of God, Mrs. Parsons, blessed.

Your children are mine. They will, certainly, attain to great
progress in the pursuit of sciences and in the illumination be-
stowed by the Kingdom of God.

Convey the utmost affection in my behalf to thy revered wife,
Mrs. Randall! Verily, verily this dear daughter of mine is self-
sacrificial to the utmost, and strives (in service) more than her
energy permits.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal
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To: Charles M Hanson, in Duluth, MN
Date: 1920-Dec-19

O you who are assured in God! Your letter arrived. Deal
with your traveling companion with utmost love, sincerity and
faithfulness so that you may reach your true goal. You had
written that the call of the Kingdom is making rapid progress
in those regions. Indeed, when a flood flows and surges from
the world of reality, imaginary powers cannot prevent or hinder
it. Surely the movement of the flood is swift.

You had written that it is difficult for the friends to travel from
one side of the city to the other, and therefore a second meeting
should be formed on that side of the city. Two meetings in one
city are not conducive to spirituality. Therefore, strive so that
the unity of the assembly may be the cause of unity, harmony
and complete spirituality.

Convey my utmost kindness to Mrs. J. Aborz and say: “You
should be very thankful to Charles Hans because he led you to
the fountain of eternal life.”
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As for the matter of the division of the Red Sea, this is from
political affairs. We are engaged with matters of the Kingdom,
and you too should walk this path.

Convey to the dear maidservant of God Eva Mary Jaher and
say: “Although you are young, I ask God that you become
great in the Kingdom of God.”

We beseech the divine favors that the Baha’i assembly in Du-
luth may become brighter day by day and that heavenly bless-
ings may surround you and the assembly.

And upon you be the most glorious Glory.

SW__v124#12 p.200

AB03700

To: Rewvell, Jessie E et al., in Philadelphia
Date: 1920-Dec-20

O ye two dear maidservants of God!

Ye have written that Mr. Marion Nuevo from Philippine Is-
lands has been deeply attracted. He is now on tour. Whenever
he arrives in the Holy Land the utmost love and affection will
be bestowed upon him.

But as to the maidservant of God, Mrs. Brittingham, convey to
her this message from me: “O thou harbinger of the Kingdom
of God! If thou hast time and no obstacle exists, thou mayest
take a trip to Philadelphia so that thou mayest impart joy to
the friends and spread the breaths of God.”

I am thinking of her land (here). Let her make Mirza Hadi her
representative, that is, she should send Mirza Hadi a written
authorization signed by the Government (American) so that
Mirza Hadi may, in her behalf, turn the land in her name. The
Government, however, should clearly state that Mirza Hadi is
authorized to buy the land for her.

Convey in my behalf heavenly greeting and affection to the
maidservant of God, Mrs.?Haggarty, her two daughters, Dr.
and Mrs. Pease and their companions altogether.

Unto you be Bahau’llah El Abha!

SW_v12412 p.201-202
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AB06851

To: Louise Waite, in California
Date: 1920-Dec-20

O thou dear maidservant of God!

Your letter has been forwarded. An answer is written to Mrs.
Marcella Morgan. It is enclosed, forward it! Forward my great-
est kindness to Mrs. Barllett and say unto her, “I pray to God
thou mayest, like unto the mountain, be firm and steadfast in
the Covenant and Testament.”

Mr. Waite has, verily, become enkindled too. Praise be unto
God, thou hast formed a Baha’i Rose-Garden. Give the name
Nourieh to Mrs. Marcella Morgan!

From the faces of the souls whose picture thou hadst enclosed
the light of the love of God is manifest and visible. Convey my
greeting to all of them!

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal

BLO__PT+#052.38

AB01181

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Dec-2/

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated the 12th
of Safar 1339 was received. Praise be to God that, through the
assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty, souls have been cre-
ated who are kind to the friends of God. A prayer seeking for-
giveness for the esteemed person Mu’ayyad, who has ascended
to the hidden world, has been revealed from the Pen of the
Covenant - convey it to his relatives. Similarly, a tablet has
been written to his honor Manshur.

2 Thou hadst written that both friends and strangers of all
classes of people are in turmoil. The people themselves are
the cause of this severe flood. If the people of Iran had been
at ease in these days, all the unjust groups would have been
thinking of fully attacking the friends. Despite this, the
friends of God are kind to all groups and are truthful and
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well-wishers, desiring comfort and tranquility in this world
and eternal glory in the next world for all. They do not attack
or object to anyone. If they utter a word of truth and the
hearer does not accept it, they leave it to God - they do not
object or argue. But other peoples are always thinking like
fierce wolves and predatory beasts to attack the divine sheep.
Therefore, these severe floods must necessarily pour down
from the mountains of events.

Praise be to God that your family arrived safely from Rasht,
and the other friends also remained protected and preserved
except for his honor Ibtihaj. Although his honor Avarah was
compelled to travel to Yazd, it is hoped that after attending
to affairs he will return to Tehran. The reply to your second
letter dated the 19th of Muharram will be written. Even if
the reply to a letter is delayed, the execution of affairs is not
delayed. Therefore, the letter written by the Spiritual Assem-
bly received a swift response, meaning immediate action was
taken to fulfill their aims. His honor Mirza Rahim Khan truly
made an effort. I beseech God that the friends of God may be
enabled to serve the distinguished person. The friends of God
must be appreciative - if they see effort and kindness from a dis-
tinguished person, they should serve with utmost truthfulness
and faithfulness.

It was written repeatedly that the prayer seeking forgiveness
for his honor Mu’ayyad should be conveyed to his relatives
and true friends, and an unfurled tablet was sent to his honor
Manshur. Convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to
the noble children and eminent family members.
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Date: 1920-Dec-2/

My Lord, my hope, and the goal of my desire! Verily, thy
servant—humble before Thy sovereignty, lowly before Thy
majesty, believing in Thee and in Thy signs, detached from all
save Thee, sincere in Thy religion, spreading Thy fragrances,
comprehending the meanings of Thy words, assisted by Thy
confirmation—arose with all his power to promulgate Thy
verses and disseminate Thy mysteries through the power of
Thy proof amongst Thy servants. Through him Thou didst
guide pure and goodly souls amongst Thy people. At all
times he set his gaze upon Thy Most Glorious Kingdom and
turned unto the Concourse on high, supplicating to Thee in
the morning and the evening, in tears before Thy face.

2 In the darkest of dark nights, his appointed time in this nether
plane came to an end. He yearned to meet Thee in the Supreme
Concourse. Hence Thou didst divest him of his old garment
and clothed him in the raiment of sanctity, wherewith he as-
cended to the world of mysteries in the center of lights.

Lord! Lord! He was a sign of Thy love, a banner of Thy re-
membrance, a fountainhead of Thy knowledge, and a heavenly
spring of the limpid stream of Thy mysteries. He strove to
the utmost for Thee until Thou didst guide him to the path
of enlightenment, and he spared no effort in leading others to
the way of guidance and the beneficent, snow-white path.

Lord! Reward him in the precincts of Thy supreme mercy,
submerse him in the ocean of Thy boundless forgiveness, make
him an intimate of Thy beauty, blessed with meeting Thee, a
recipient of Thy glory, illumined with Thy light, and immersed
in the ocean of Thy bounty.

5 Gladden the bosoms of those who are related to him through
Thy confirmations and bestowals that they may be worthy suc-
cessors of that illustrious man and blessed and goodly rem-
nants of that glorious champion. Thou art the Forgiving, the
Pardoner. Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Wife of Fadil Mazandarani, in Tihran
Date: 1920-Dec-25

O handmaiden of God who is near! Your letter was received.
You are right - it has been some time since Hadrat-i-Fadil has
been away from you, and separation and estrangement cause
great sorrow, especially for two souls who are joined heart,
body and spirit in each other’s embrace. However much you
lament and cry out, you are justified. I testify that the Arab
poet said: “They say that death is difficult for youth, but
by God, separation from loved ones is more difficult.” The
summary meaning is that separation is a calamity greater than
passing and death.

But Hadrat-i-Fadil, with sincere intention and surpassing love,
in complete detachment hastened from Iran to the Holy Land,
and for some time near the Holy Threshold and the Most Ex-
alted Station (may my spirit be a sacrifice for their dust), in
perfect joy and fragrance he was occupied with pilgrimage and
chanting prayers. After that, with utmost attraction and com-
plete detachment from all save God, with a heart full of passion
and a soul full of joy, he was commissioned for the exaltation of
the Word of God and the diffusion of the divine fragrances, and
hastened to the West. Praise be to God, he created enthusi-
asm and ecstasy in America and established a feast of love and
delight. He held a divine celebration, for the heart of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha was with him, and this caused complete confirmations.
He was successful and confirmed from every direction. In all
gatherings and churches he followed ‘Abdu’l-Baha and raised
the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!”

Now you should feel the utmost joy and gladness from his
journey. God willing, he will return victorious and triumphant,
and reunion after separation is a hundred thousand times
sweeter and more pleasant. Be confident - I think of you more
than you do, and I am writing to Jinab-i-Amin about you.
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To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago

Date: 1920-Dec-26

O dear friend! ) el L

Your luminous letter dated December 6, 1920 was received.
Praise be to God, its contents indicate your sincere intention,
abundant zeal and service to the Cause of God. The priests
oppose you against the Word of God, but do not be saddened
or grieved. This is their way in this worldly life. These priests
are like the Pharisees in the time of Christ the Radiant, the
Beautiful - may my spirit be sacrificed for Him. For that angry,
rebellious band desired to extinguish the light of God with their
mouths, but God refused this and completed His light and His
manifestation shone forth, and the birds of the Kingdom sang
the most wondrous melodies upon the branches. These priests
will become disappointed and at a loss. And you, O wise friend,
must deal gently with the priests for they are children who
have not reached maturity and souls who have become heedless
of the remembrance of their Lord. Convey my greetings and
praise to Mr. and Mrs. Caro and also to Mr. and Mrs. Stevens
and also to the respected Mr. West.

As for the matter of the Qadiyani that you wrote about, that
an Indian person has come and is inviting people to Ahmad
Khan Qadiyani - the Qadiyanis have heard and read in the
newspapers that the Baha’is have been successful in America.
They too have imagined that they can promote their religion
in America. Alas! Alas! The Baha'’is are effective through the
confirmation of the Holy Spirit, not through mere words. In
Istanbul the Qadiyanis tried but saw absolutely no fruit. Now
in America it will be the same.

Do not oppose the Qadiyanis. Deal with them kindly. If you
can, teach that Qadiyani person with perfect love and kind-
ness and help him understand that these efforts of yours are
useless and will yield no result. Many like the late Ahmad
Khan Qadiyani appeared in Islam. All the mystics had the
same claim. Some of them even beat the drum of divinity,
but the Muhammadan sea produced one wave and cast them
out. Now no trace of them remains. Bayazid Bastami would
say “There is no god but me, so worship me!” and would utter
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“There is nothing in my cloak except God” and had royal pomp.

Whenever he would ride in Bastam, seventeen horses would be
led before him. In the end he was completely forgotten, and
likewise the other mystics. These are trees without roots. A
rootless tree does not endure - it inevitably withers. Say to
that Qadiyani person the parable of the good word being like
a good tree whose root is firm and whose branch extends to
heaven and yields its fruit in every season. But speak with
utmost kindness, not confrontationally. Speak as a seeker of
truth.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Unknown, in Takur
Date: 1920 ca.

My God, my God! Verily Your servant, the penitent, beloved,
noble, God-fearing, pure one, the man of right guidance who
cried out “Here am I, here am I O my Glorious Lord!” when
he heard the call from a near place, who submitted to Your
sovereignty and was humble before Your loved ones, who rec-
ognized Your proof and evidence, who remained firm in Your
love and was attracted by Your Word, who did not fear the
might of enemies nor the authority of kings and princes, who
openly proclaimed Your praise among all people and prostrated
to Your Name night and day.

And when the oppressors attacked the village that was home
to blessed souls and those connected to You among creation,
he rushed and took refuge in the lofty mountain, the impreg-
nable shelter, a peak overlooking the Frequented House in that
blessed land.

When he looked down from that high summit and saw that
the enemies had attacked and assaulted the loved ones, taking
them captive in chains and fetters, he said to his companion
Abdul-Wahhab and his servant Baba Khan: “Alas! These no-
ble ones have fallen under the claws of the wicked and are
weighed down by shackles, bound in chains. It would not be
faithful, but rather the essence of unfaithfulness, for me to
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protect myself from tribulation. I will descend from this pro-
tecting height and share with the beloved ones in calamities
that shake the limbs of the mighty.”

They said to him: “Why cast yourself into these flames blazing
to the heart of heaven? These oppressed ones can hardly be
saved from this dark calamity even if you throw yourself into
this terrible disaster. It is not the way of the wise to cast
themselves by their own hands into great destruction.”

He replied: “Faithfulness! Faithfulness! O my two compan-
ions! This is the day of testing and the dawn of trial. Leave
me to cast myself among the enemies that I may attain the
supreme martyrdom, or else I will throw myself from this lofty
mountain into the deep valley. You protect yourselves on this
impregnable mountain and elevated shelter, while I alone cast
myself into this mighty tribulation.”

They said: “God forbid! We are with you and desire martyr-
dom like you and will never leave you.”

So they descended from that mountain which had protected
all who feared and were distressed, until they reached the river
facing the armies and near to the troops. The oppressive band
saw them and said: “This is Muhammad Taqi Khan and his
supporters whom we wished to see and capture. O troops, fire
your bullets at these sincere ones!” They aimed their rifles and
opened fire on that faithful friend and his companion Abdul-
Wahhab. But the servant Baba Khan threw himself into the
raging river from the high place, and the strongly flowing wa-
ters carried him far from that region and he emerged safe and
sound. But that man of right guidance and his noble compan-
ion fell as martyrs in the path of God and as targets for bullets
in the love of God. And they took his family and children as
captives to the great capital city.

O Lord, elevate their stations in the Most Glorious Paradise,
illuminate their faces with a brilliant light from the Supreme
Concourse, honor their dwelling place in the vicinity of Your
great mercy, admit them into Your abundant garden, and im-
mortalize them in Your Paradise of Shelter. How blessed, how
blessed are these two martyrs at Your exalted threshold! Ver-
ily You are the Generous, the Bestower upon Your martyred
servants in the first and last worlds.
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AB01379

To: Shariqud-Dawlih (Savujblagh), in Tihran
Date: 1920 ca.

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Your letter was received,
but due to lack of time a brief reply is written. I hope through
divine favors that hardship will be transformed into ease and
means will be provided for you to spend your days in comfort.

Your late uncle, Aqa Mirza Sadiq Qa’im-Maqgam had a special
love for the Most Holy Court. Even when he became Qa’im-
Magam of Azerbaijan and the Prime Minister had ordered him
to depart with utmost haste, when the Blessed Beauty had re-
turned from Karbila, he came into the holy presence saying
“I desire to host a general feast and invite all members of the
Nuri family to be in the blessed presence. Therefore, 1 will
postpone tomorrow’s departure by whatever means necessary
and beg that you accept tomorrow’s invitation.” The Blessed
Beauty said “Others have already extended invitations, there-
fore please excuse us.” He pleaded to such a degree in the holy
presence that They said the late Ja’far-Quli Khan, brother of
the Prime Minister, should apologize to whoever had extended
the prior invitation, and They proceeded to the home of the
late Aqa Mirza Sadiq.

That day all the Nuris were present except the Prime Minis-
ter himself - ‘Abbas-Quli Khan with his brothers, the sons of
Zaki Khan, and ‘Abdu’llah Khan, and Khan Baba Khan, and
Saham’ul-Mulk, and Ja’far-Quli Khan, and Nizam-Mulk, and
Mirza Davud Khan and other Nuris were all present. That
day I was a child and was present, and it passed in utmost joy.
The point is that They showed the utmost kindness to the late
Aqga Mirza Sadiq.
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When he attained the ministry and after some days resigned,
they sent him to Qum and assigned him a salary of one thou-
sand tumans. When they sent the salary decree to Qum, its
text read “To His Excellency Mirza Sadiq one thousand tu-
mans salary is granted.” When he read the decree he wrote in
reply “His Excellency Mirza Sadiq is not worthy of a thousand
tumans salary” and returned the salary. The Blessed Beauty
smiled greatly at this response and praised him, saying that
Aqa Mirza Sadiq possessed nobility of purpose and loftiness of
virtue.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01698

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih)
Date: 1920 ca.

To be typed.

KSHF3.199

AB04342

To: Haji Mirza Hasan, in Najafabad
Date: 1920 ca.

O honored Haji Mirza Hassan! Praise be to God, through the
grace and favor of the Intended One you have been blessed and
confirmed with this greatest gift. You attained the presence of
the Luminary of the horizons, circumambulated the gathering
place of the Supreme Concourse, were blessed to visit the sa-
cred and blessed Threshold of the Exalted One (may my spirit
be sacrificed for Him), and associated with ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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Now return with utmost joy and delight and give the glad tid-
ings to the dear friends in Najafabad and bring them happiness,
for praise be to God, the banner of the friends of God in all
horizons is waving in the breezes of your love. The seed that
you planted with complete sacrifice and tribulations and or-
deals in the path of God has sprouted and formed abundant
harvests throughout all regions. In the East it has been blessed,
in the West this cultivation waves like an ocean.

Now give thanks that this loving melody has so influenced the
veins and nerves of both friend and stranger that it has stirred
the East and West. Kiss the face and hair of all the friends
in Najafabad on my behalf and cherish and nurture them, for
they are old friends and dear ones too.

Glol s Sl gy s sy ol b s
§ a2 claye ol st e
(r,LML, &b & 03 S sl V{J’f&) NE
Cdtr%m“{bugv\?jﬁﬂcfw&:s’-
A 0 Ol Cleds 5 Glisls
035 GBI &0 sxsf bl sl
ol oS, 34 s e IS8 L & ong
e Los oo celyy ol o 8 50

5o alazle Kl o) & als, ol Jls
o;;i‘,ﬂ: Ol AK:, \.LIT;.)W\J Ry
6\;‘@*: 03,5 Ol b 2 25 32 &
s s Sy o S0 sllad
2op Olegs 5 g 0L 1) Sl

TABN.034a

AB04885

To: Mihraban Rustam Tashakkur, in Yazd
Date: 1920 ca.

O Persian friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was received.
You have chosen a good title for the family. This indicates that
you are arising in thanksgiving for divine favors, for gratitude
is the cause of the increase of bounty. And what bounty is
greater than guidance? The glances of the Eye of divine mercy
are all-encompassing and the favors of the Most Holy One are
perfect.

Regarding your question about the translation of the blessed
verses: the translation must be in the utmost eloquence and
excellence, but no matter how eloquent and excellent the trans-
lation may be, it cannot be compared to the original, for those
words issued from the pure mouth while these words issue from
the human pen - there is an infinite difference between them.
However, since the Persian friends are not familiar with the
Arabic language, translation is permitted so that they may
catch a fragrance from the rose garden of inner meanings. But
those who undertake the translation must be persons who have
complete mastery and experience in both Arabic and Persian
and who translate with a flowing talent.
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Convey to all the Persian friends the Most Glorious and Most 5 Ol (! g2 i | ) ol oLL &=

Wondrous greetings. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

ADMS#058

PR

MKT9.275, YARP2.267 p.231, PPAR.211,
QUM.236-237

ABU3292

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

The Blessed Beauty often remarked: ‘There are four qualities
which I love to see manifested in people: first, enthusiasm and
courage; second, a face wreathed in smiles and a radiant coun-
tenance; third, that they see all things with their own eyes and
not through the eyes of others; fourth, the ability to carry a
task, once begun, through to its end’

STOB.051 #060

YIK.304-305, ZIAB1.065

ABU3564

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

Bolshevism will spread from Russia, and when its evil becomes
widespread, the world will unite to crush it.
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YIK.304, ZIAB1.105
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ABU1263

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

We rented the palace for thirty years until we bought it, then
the Covenant-breakers took it from us and wouldn’t even leave
me a room where I could change my sweat-soaked shirt in
summer. So I had to buy land and make a guesthouse for
travelers. Then they incited Abdul-Ghani Baydun against me
who claimed right of pre-emption. I said it wasn’t important
and told him “You think I'm afraid of those people? Go do
what you want.” So he destroyed the guesthouse wall and I
rebuilt it. He destroyed it again and I rebuilt it. He destroyed it
a third time. I sent him a message saying “You keep destroying
and we’ll keep rebuilding” until Baydun developed diabetes
and other illnesses and they took him to Beirut. People asked
him to build a mosque to be healed, but he died while building
the mosque.

The Covenant-breakers had also taken the garden of the shrine
from us, even though I and the friends had hauled the soil and
planted flowers with our own hands. I said it didn’t matter as
the intention was devotion to the garden. When they saw how
much work the garden required, they abandoned it and now
it’s in our hands.

Twenty fakhuras - we bought this house just for the Blessed
Beauty’s room and planted trees along both sides of the path.
The neighbors cut them down. For fifty years the Blessed
Beauty showed kindness to these people - if they saw a bare-
foot person from the window, He would order shoes bought for
them; if they saw someone naked, He would give them clothes;
if they saw someone poor, He would give them charity; if they
saw someone weak, He would give them food. He even ordered
the barber to cut Sheikh Mahmoud Arabi’s hair. Despite all
this, the residents uprooted our trees and stole soil from the
Garden of Ridvan saying the soil was good.
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ABU1758

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

(I asked the Master concerning the difference between the
Baha’i teachings and Bolshevism with regard to the solution
of economic problems. He answered me, saying:)

“They have equality; but with us there is not only equality,
there is also mutual aid and fellowship. They seek equality by
compulsion, through violence and killing; whereas we say that
equality, justice, and equity must be brought about through
the will and inclination of the wealthy, not by coercion. For
what benefit is there in compulsion? Yes, equality may be
obtained through force and coercion, but such a result will not
endure more than a year, or a few years.

3 “We must guide the people to the ways of solving economic
problems, and make them understand that this must begin
first in the villages and small hamlets, and then in the cities
and great countries. We must demonstrate to them that it is
possible to live in happiness and prosperity while still preserv-
ing ranks and degrees; for an organized army must needs have
a commander, and must needs have soldiers. It is not possible
for all the members of the army to become commanders, just
as it is not possible for all to be soldiers without a commander.

“And just as the body requires all the members, each with
its differing function, so too the social body must necessarily
have differences of rank and degree. In Iran the friends act
according to mutual aid and fellowship. For example, if one
of them is naked, and another is naked, and the first finds a
cloak, he gives it to the second of his own inclination and will,
and from the goodness of his heart.”
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ABU2160

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

One day the Ancient Beauty intended to take a walk in the
fortified town of ‘Akka. The people gathered from every side
and cried out, “Come, behold the God of the Persians!”

Mirza Yahya was afraid to leave his house. Yahya was very
miserly. He would place sugar and candy in a bag, tie up its
mouth, and then pluck out one of his own hairs and place it
at the opening of the bag, so that, should anyone touch it, he
would know and call him to account; for he feared that his
wives would steal the sugar. He would compel his wives to
cook the broth in his presence, for he feared that they would
eat the meat.

One day he came to blows with one of his wives. His wife
became enraged, seized his ... and squeezed it, and he fell
unconscious. They brought a doctor, who treated him for two

hours.
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ABU2853

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

An Arab man was sleeping with his wife upon the rooftop. At

midnight the woman saw a number of sandgrouse taking flight.

She perceived that some danger was at hand. She said, “Had
the sandgrouse been left in peace, they would have slept,” and
said to her husband, “Arise, that we may flee.”

Her husband said, “At this hour of midnight, leave aside these
fancies and sleep!”

A short while later, a band of robbers fell upon them, carried
off their possessions, and took them captive. In that state the
man said:

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

af oy i ob VL Lo o
)‘JJ,“Y w5 Oy Iy s ek 5l eoluw L&
Wl o g § deg ST
(A a4y el LA STy S
'(:'5)‘}’ b

305 s lplasl o) (b o (S pyl
!g\)&'

\) Ow\)ﬁ‘ Cu\;:%) CL\;‘)LN Lf? .\su épL,, :
O ys s okis§ ol 1y Olisgs 5 Xs
oS J

235


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/257.pdf#page=312

ot

Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec)

ABU1039

When Hadham speaks, believe her word; For truth is hers,
whate’er is heard.

Were nights not fraught with dread and harm, The sandgrouse
would not quit sleep’s charm!
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

When I reached the age of thirty-two, My mother and relatives
insisted that I should marry. I did not consent. Even before
that, in Baghdad, they had wished to give Me a certain maiden

in marriage, but I refused. One of the friends had lost his wife.

I said, “Let them give that maiden to him, for his wife hath
passed from his hand and he is sorrow-stricken.”

Some of the women laid this matter before the Ancient
Beauty—exalted be His majesty. He said: “The condition
of marriage is that it be according to the inclination of the
heart, and it should not be by compulsion.” In Adrianople
they wished to give Me a Turkish maiden in marriage; again
I did not accept. Later, Aqa ‘Ali-Asghar had a daughter in
Adrianople, and without saying anything to Me, he made all
the preparations he had for his daughter’s trousseau and sent
her to Me in ‘Akka. The name of that girl was Husaynih
Khanum. When that maiden arrived in ‘Akka, I said, “Give
her to Muhammad-Javad Qazvini.” Behold how much good I
have shown this man, and how he dealeth with Me! He is ever
engaged in causing hurt and vexation.

A fourth time, it was laid before the blessed presence of the
Ancient Beauty—glorified be His majesty—that there was a
maiden in Tihran who would be suitable for Me. The Blessed
Beauty said, “Very good.” And I too, perceiving therein the
good-pleasure of the Blessed One, consented. But ‘Ammeh
Khanum—that is, Khanum-i-Buzurg, ‘Azizeh, the full sister of
Yahya Azal—did not permit this union to take place; she joined
herself to Mirza Yahya and, in order to grieve the hearts of the
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Holy Household and to burn their souls, gave that maiden in
Tihran to the son of the Sadr-i-A’zam.

4 After the martyrdom of the King of Martyrs and the Beloved
of Martyrs, the friends addressed a petition to the presence of
the Ancient Beauty—glorified be His majesty—and proposed
Munirih Khanum. The Blessed Beauty said, “It is very good.”
Therefore I accepted, for the good-pleasure of the Blessed One
was therein; and had it not been for this matter, I would never
have married at all, but would have remained single.
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ABU1036

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

The Qa’im-Magam of Hanina, with the utmost enmity, forbade
the construction of the Most Exalted Shrine. He said to the
official of the Tabur [Land Registry|: “This edifice, which is to
the south of Haifa, is unrecognized; it is contrary to regulation;
and, since it is far from the city, according to the regulations
it must be built by command of the Sultan.” He too wrote a
report, stating that there was a political impediment.

The Mutasarrif of ‘Akka, though he was not in the least a
believer, nevertheless bore us affection. The Mutasarrif ap-
pointed Amin Effendi Jarrah, one of the friends (and head of
the municipality of ‘Akka), and Salih Effendi, the engineer,
who was connected with us, together with one of the mem-
bers of the council in the government of Haifa, to carry out an
inspection.

They went and inspected it, and said: “There are no im-
pediments here. The buildings number six plots, and Mount
Carmel is not restricted to this building”—that is, there are
other structures on Mount Carmel besides this edifice—*“for on
the summit of the mountain there is a very great church, and
the Germans have dwellings there; and there is no political
impediment whatsoever.”
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They gave this report to the Mutasarrif, and the Mutasarrif
sent it to the Qa’im-Magam. The Qa’im-Magam rejected it
and said: “Let inquiry be made of the Sublime Porte [the court
of the Most Great Caliph] in this matter; then I shall give the
reply below.” He wrote a communication to Mabin, saying
that ‘Abdu’l-Baha desires to erect that structure for this holy
Spot. When the inquiry came from above, the matter assumed
importance. It is well known what an enemy Sultan ‘Abdu’l-
Hamid was.

I said: “By whatever means, I must set the Qa’im-Maqam
right.” 1 strove greatly. He said: “I bear no enmity; I fear
lest afterward I should be called to account.” I said: “What
impediment is there?” He said: “I know.” I said: “What harm
can there be?” He said: “I know.”

We came out together from the Saray [the government house].
I said, “Perhaps, if we go to the house with him, it may have
some effect.” When I reached the house, I saw that it was of
no avail. He took the first step, and the second, and the third;
at the third step he fell and died. I said: “O Qa’im-Magam! O
Qa’im-Magam!” At last, he was dead. “There is no rejoicing
over death; praise be to God Who caused him to die.”
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

One should partake of the fruits that are found in the place of
one’s dwelling and abode. For example, in the desert dates are
available; therefore the eating of dates is needful and necessary
for the inhabitants of the desert.
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

The life of man must yield some fruit. Importance lieth neither
in length of days nor in their brevity. Whether a man live thirty
years or three hundred, what profit is there in the longness or
shortness of his life, if no fruit appear from him?
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

The world is ever changeful, passing continually from one con-
dition to another. Therefore, the wise person is he who placeth
no reliance upon its vicissitudes.
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

(Concerning the Zoroastrians:) In truth, for thirteen hundred
years they have suffered affliction. They are wronged and op-
pressed. Their character is good; they are quiet, dignified, pa-
tient, and possess a measure of simplicity. In this Cause they
have become an important part. The Blessed Beauty showed
them great favor. In the blessed Tablets, and from His blessed
lips, they were ever mentioned. The Ancient Beauty promised
that they would advance.

In Baghdad, one of their eminent men [Manikchi Sahib] at-
tained the presence of the Ancient Beauty. Although in that
blessed presence there were famous princes, such as Shuja’u’d-
Dawlih, Sayfu’d-Dawlih, and Ruknu’d-Dawlih, yet when this
Persian person arrived, the Ancient Beauty bestowed upon
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him, above all others, the utmost favor, in such wise that the
princes inwardly marvelled.

The Blessed Beauty said: “This person is dear in My sight,
for he is a true Iranian, freeborn and noble.” He did not wish
to say to them [the princes], “Ye are Turks who have come to
Iran.”
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

He said: There are certain souls who, without cause, show en-
mity and are possessed of malice. For instance, the editor of
one of the Persian newspapers which formerly was printed in In-
dia, in Calcutta, under the name Habl al-Matin—Mu’ayyidu’l-
Islam—Dbore great enmity toward us, and that without cause.
The editor himself, Mu’ayyidu’l-Islam, was ever given to drunk-
enness and would write articles in the manner of the irreligious;
indeed, he was devoid of faith.

Among certain letters which I wrote, there was one concerning
women. He printed this letter, together with other epistles,
word for word in his own name in his newspaper. In truth, he
was a thief. Likewise, he would incite and stir up opposition
against us, and would write insinuations, saying that we were
like the Arabs of old, who had brought ruin upon Persia. But
he met with the recompense of his deeds: first, the British
Government shut down his newspaper; secondly, he himself
became blind, and, God willing, he will become deaf as well.
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

Haji ‘Arab, in ‘Iraq — Sultan-Abad of Arak — the cause of
his martyrdom was this: three or four years earlier, in ‘Iraq,
they had martyred a certain member of a family — Mirza ‘Ali-
Akbar — and no one was able to bury him. Haji ‘Arab buried
him, and it became known that he was a Baha'i.

Now, since Persia is in turmoil, they arose and, without proof
or evidence, charged him with having burned the Qur’an. They
hanged him. After two days they took him down, poured
kerosene upon him, set him on fire, and then cast him into
a well.

(J\J\ :L:\'OU:JM) Sle s o b
05 bl § ol &) sk
de Vo) dnS gt 1) e S 31 e o
Sl 25 s Sl S s ()
ale s AE yde S RUEIRSY.

G|
5 dile ool Cline O 0 o
ol 4 Olay g o u\Js a.\;\)y Cang

w‘r‘zu) 35 50w w\of UALU\ c,\:s)
°LTJ° day (NS uf,.-fA\ ey L c,\:;J}\
REARY

YIK.302, ZIAB2.211

ABU1309

Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

The Manifestations of God at times render judgment accord-
ing to outward proofs; that is, They take matters according
to their apparent form. For example, the attribute of conceal-
ing faults requireth that, if a person desireth to speak what
is contrary to fact, the Manifestation of God should not ex-
pose his falsehood—even though that lying person may sup-
pose that, God forbid, the Manifestation of God is deceived,
or is ignorant, or knoweth not the truth. Were it not for this
concealment, mankind could not endure, and affairs would not
be ordered aright.

For instance, in the days of the Apostle of God, a dispute
arose between a man and a woman, and they went before His
Holiness. The man said: “This woman had promised that she
would become my wife, and in truth she is my wife.” The
woman denied this utterly. His Holiness asked whether he had
witnesses. The man brought two witnesses, who swore that his
statement was true. The woman had no witness. His Holiness
commanded the woman that she must return to her husband
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and obey him. However much she swore that it was false, He
said: “It cannot be otherwise.” They departed.

Afterward the woman soon returned and said: “I have a ques-
tion. Was this judgment which Thou didst pronounce from
Thy heart and conscience, or not?” He said: “No; it was ac-
cording to the law. I know that the man lieth, but the law was
on his side, and the proof and evidence were against thee, for
he had ‘witnesses.”” The woman was satisfied and departed.

Although judgment in matters according to outward appear-
ance may sometimes result in harm, yet its benefits are also
many; for all are compelled to cleave to the law, and this is the
cause of the order of existence. The wronged one, moreover,
shall have recompense.
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

The Master said: “Shaykh ‘Abdu’llah related to me that, dur-
ing the journey to Sulaymaniyyih, the Blessed Beauty had a
room in the house of a Nagshbandi and would very seldom
come out. We did not know, nor did we recognize, Him; we
knew only this much: that this person was an Iranian.

“The son of Shaykh Muhammad Ardabili said that his father,
during the days of Ramadan, would recite verses and traditions.
The people went to him and said, ‘This dervish does not come
out. This is the month of Ramadan, the month of supplication
and devotion; why does he not come out?’

“My father said, ‘Gentlemen, leave this person alone; do not
object to him in the least. For in one of the books it is written
that there was a man named Ibrahim Adham. He too would
not go to the mosque during Ramadan. One day they said to
him, “Why do you not come in Ramadan to hear the verses
and traditions?” He replied, “Pardon me, for twenty-five years
ago [ heard a tradition: ‘Love of the world is the root of every
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sin,” and to this day I have not succeeded in putting it into
practice. Whenever I succeed, I shall come to hear the other
traditions. Up to now I see that ‘love of the world’ is still in
my heart.” Therefore, do not trouble Baha'u’llah.””’

(And Jinab-i-Baghdadi, continuing the foregoing matters,
has also transmitted the following from the utterances of
‘Abdu’l-Baha concerning the departure of Baha'u’llah to
Sulaymaniyyih:)

“’Arif Aqa went before the Blessed Beauty and wept bitterly.
The Blessed Beauty said, ‘Why dost thou weep?’ He replied,
‘Because of my fortune. There is a person here from Sanandaj,
a calligrapher. 1 too used to go to him and practice writing.
Today he called me and said, “Come to me no more, for thou
art very bad-looking [sic in the original; perhaps “bad at hand-
writing” is intended].”’

“The Blessed Beauty said, ‘I will teach thee! He wrote a line
for him. His handwriting became very good, and He taught
him mashq. One day Ibrahim Aqa passed by and saw that
this ‘Arif Aqa had become skilled in handwriting and mashq,
and he was astonished. Within the space of one month the
fame of the Blessed Beauty spread abroad; but before Ibrahim
Aqa, for the space of one year, no one at all knew the Blessed
Beauty, and He would always sit alone in His room, with the
door closed.

“The blessed withdrawal lasted two years. From this we may
understand how grievous it was for us. No news whatsoever
reached us. Had we been mountains, we would have melted
away from grief and sorrow. Our joy and our life were in His
blessed Being. During that time the Cause of His Holiness the
Exalted One had become utterly forgotten...

“Azal would hide himself in a thousand holes, and as soon as
people would say, ‘What is this man’s occupation?’ he would
go to Basrah and Najaf. From Basrah he would take shoes and
sell them in Suqu’sh-Shuyukh. He would go into houses selling
plaster and gypsum, and was known by the name Haji ‘Ali the
gypsum-seller...
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“Then it came about that Mirza Aga Jan and I would cry,
‘Ya Allahu’l-Mustaghath,” every day, until, on the seventeenth
day, a certain Haji Faraj came out from the house of the envoy
and entered the coffeehouse. We were there with Majd-i-Naqir.
I asked, ‘What news hast thou?’ He said, ‘It is written in the
newspaper that a certain Abu’l-Qasim went to Hamadan and
the Ottoman frontier. He became the guest of Mirza Sultan,
and Mirza Sultan sent two horsemen with him for his protec-
tion. On the road these guards cut his throat and stripped
him. But they did not cut his throat completely. Afterwards
the people of the village found him. He could not speak. On
a piece of paper he wrote: “I was travelling in ‘Iraq and met a
dervish. Let the people consign my possessions to that Dervish
Muhammad.”” And by ‘Dervish Muhammad’ he meant the
Blessed Beauty. Afterwards Shaykh Sultan and Hibatullah-i-
‘Arab went and attained the presence of the Blessed Beauty.”
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Words spoken in the presence of Zia Baghdadi, ca. 1920

Should four or five souls become like Mirza Abu’l-Fadl, I shall
depart from this world joyful and assured. God will raise them
up.
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To: Ahmad Sohrab
Date: 1920 ca.

O servant of the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty! Mrs. Walk
and Mrs. Color arrived, and the photos of your good self with
the green turban and your esteemed wife, and the photo of his
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honor Fadil with the white turban and radiant countenance
arrived, causing great joy.

His honor Fadil is truly perfect in all things - in knowledge and
learning, in purity of intention and goodness of character, in
detachment unto God and attraction to the divine fragrances.
He is in truth the manifestation of this blessed verse: “Say:
‘No reward do I ask of you for this except that you draw near
to God, the Lord of all worlds.! And if you ask them for a fee,
the reward of your Lord is better.” He states that if you seek
a reward for self-sacrifice, the reward that God bestows is the
best of rewards.

The plan for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar was observed. The impor-
tance lies in the foundation. I hope that as this foundation is
laid, convey loving greetings to all the friends.

4 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words to George Latimer spoken around 1920 in Haifa/Akka

Question/topic: [regarding "Reality” and "Travelling Fellowship” magazines]

Mr. Randall: The Travelling Fellowship was started to cir-
culate and encourage the activities of the friends, and not to
spread gossip, but the universal affairs of the cause.

Abdul-Baha: Very good, but all should direct attention to
the teachings. They should not mention in such and such a
place, such things were happening, and teachers have gone
there. These affairs must be kept private,- but the teachings
of the cause should be stated. They should take each one of
the principles and expound them, for example, the Oneness of
the World of Humanity, and that the people are the sheep and
God is the kind shepherd of all, and kind to all. At most it is
that one is ignorant and should be taught, is sick and should
be treated, and so on.
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AB10547

To: Mehdi Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1920 ca.

O child of tender age!

In the Kingdom of God thou art come of age, for thou hast
firmly believed in Him, and this indeed is the foremost proof
of maturity. I implore the threshold of the Almighty that thou
mayest grow day by day in maturity. Study at the school of
divine confirmations, that thou mayest obtain the power and
capacity to teach. Upon thee be the Glory of Glories!
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AB10339

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizart
Date: 1920 ca.

O Ardishir Jahanshir! Thy letter was read. Praise be to God
that thou art counted among those souls of whom it is said
that whomsoever thou exaltest shall transcend the kingdom.
Thou art a manifestation of guidance, a recipient of bounty,
engaged in service, and immersed in the ocean of spirituality.
Give thanks unto God for this. Convey my boundless affection
to the cherished maidservant of God, Firuzih Isfandiyar. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11192

To: Jafar Quli Khan, army doctor in the south of Iran, in Nayriz
Date: 1920 ca.

...Divine guidance pertains to grace, not justice. “He guideth dJuc & cwl Jiab ilaze 5 4;),\ Culdaa,
whom He willeth and leadeth astray whom He willeth.” “Verily, u:y () Tay o :}Q 5ol e sk
thou f:anst 71710‘5 g}11de whom thou IOVGSt,'bl.lt GO(.i guideth whom Colas ol o Gk Al Sy sl e
He willeth.” Guidance relates to the Divine Will, not to effort o , T ui’u
and endeavor.... g T
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Study guide to this volume

The final months of 1920 arrive in a world that has proved to be both more open and more re-
sistant to transformation than the immediate post-war euphoria suggested. The United States
Senate has voted against joining the League of Nations; nationalist movements across the Middle
East, Asia, and Africa are reasserting the very forms of particularism that the war was supposed
to have discredited; and the economic upheavals predicted by ‘Abdu’l-Baha are beginning to ma-
terialize in strikes and labor unrest across Europe and America. In June 1920, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has
been awarded the Knight Commander of the Order of the British Empire (KBE) by the British
Mandate authorities—a recognition that places his public standing in an entirely new register. His
correspondence in this period is both philosophically dense and globally oriented: he writes to com-
munities in Germany, Japan, India, Persia, ‘Ishqabad, and North America; he addresses the Second
Tablet to The Hague with a subtle new emphasis on the “power of implementation” that political
goodwill alone cannot supply; he meditates on the mystical concept of al-‘ama’ (the divine cloud)
and the Hidden Treasure that underlies all existence; and he navigates with characteristic precision
the relationship between the Covenant, the Hidden Words, and the conduct of the unfaithful. This
is a late volume— 'Abdu’l-Baha will pass away in November 1921—and throughout it there is a
quality of summation: not urgency of new beginning but the settled confidence of a teacher who
knows that the harvest he has sown will outlast his physical presence.

The Second Tablet to The Hague: Peace, Conscience, and the
Power of Implementation

Key Passages

This last terrible war hath clearly proven that humanity cannot withstand the effects
of modern instruments of warfare. The future can in no wise be compared to the past,
for earlier weapons and armaments had but a feeble effect, whilst modern ones can, in
a brief span of time, strike at the very roots of the world of humanity and surpass the
limits of its endurance.

In this age, therefore, universal peace is like unto the sun, which bestoweth life upon all
things, and it is thus incumbent upon all to endeavour in the path of this mighty cause.

Today the benefits of universal peace are recognized amongst the people, and likewise the
harmful effects of war are clear and manifest to all. But in this matter, knowledge alone
is far from sufficient: A power of implementation is needed to establish it throughout
the world. Ye should therefore consider how the compelling power of conscience can
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be awakened, so that this lofty ideal may be translated from the realm of thought into
that of reality. — AB00423

Indeed, all on earth know that an upright character is praiseworthy and acceptable
and that baseness of character is blameworthy and rejected, that justice and fairness
are favoured and agreeable whilst cruelty and tyranny are unacceptable and rejected.
Notwithstanding this, all people, but for a few, are devoid of a praiseworthy character
and bereft of a sense of justice.

The power of conscience is therefore needed, and spiritual sentiments are required, that
souls may feel compelled to evince a goodly character. It is our firm belief that the
power of implementation in this great endeavour is the penetrating influence of the
Word of God and the confirmations of the Holy Spirit. — AB00423

Context for Study

The Second Tablet to The Hague returns to the argument of its predecessor but sharpens a crucial
distinction: the world’s fundamental problem is the structural incapacity to implement peace, which
runs deeper than peace’s mere absence. ‘Abdu’l-Baha begins with an empirical observation that
would have been instantly recognizable to any reader in 1920: the Great War has demonstrated that
modern weapons can now destroy civilization itself, not merely armies and cities. This transforms
the moral calculus of war entirely: what was previously a terrible but survivable instrument of
statecraft has become an existential threat. Yet the appropriate response to this recognition—
a durable peace—remains unachieved. Everyone knows that peace is better than war, and yet
war recurs: knowing is insufficient for doing. ‘Abdu’l-Baha names this gap precisely and calls
it “the power of implementation.” The philosophical tradition has long analyzed it: Aristotle’s
akrasia (weakness of will), Augustine’s disordered will, Kant’s distinction between moral law and
inclination, and Hume’s observation that reason is “slave to the passions” all circle around the
same problem from different angles. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s proposed solution—*“the penetrating influence
of the Word of God and the confirmations of the Holy Spirit”—is theologically specific but not
mystically obscure. He grounds it in a concrete empirical argument: everyone knows virtue is
praiseworthy; the problem is not ignorance but incapacity; the incapacity is a failure of will, not
intellect; and the will requires moral transformation, which is the specific work of revealed religion.
This is a sophisticated engagement with the secular optimism of the post-war peace movement—
the assumption that rational organization alone (a League of Nations, an international court) can
produce lasting peace—and a principled argument for the irreducibility of the spiritual dimension
of political reform.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that the recognition of peace’s benefits is universal but insufficient: what
is needed is a “power of implementation.” Compare this analysis with Aristotle’s account of
akrasia (acting against one’s better judgment), with Kant’s claim that pure practical reason
provides sufficient motivation for moral action, and with contemporary behavioral economics’
finding that humans systematically fail to act in accordance with their stated preferences.
Which framework most accurately describes the gap between knowing and doing in political
life?
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2. The claim that “knowledge alone is far from sufficient” challenges a core assumption of the
Enlightenment: that the expansion of rational knowledge is sufficient to produce moral and
political progress. Compare with John Stuart Mill’s progressive optimism, with Karl Marx’s
structural analysis (which holds that social structures prevent the translation of moral knowl-
edge into action), and with Reinhold Niebuhr’s Christian realism (which insists that sin
perpetually subverts the best human intentions). Where does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s position sit in
relation to these?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies the Word of God and the Holy Spirit as the only sufficient power
of implementation for universal peace. What does this claim require us to believe about the
mechanism of moral transformation? Compare with the Catholic sacramental theology (grace
works through material channels), with Calvinist theology (regeneration is entirely God’s
work, preceding human response), with Sufi accounts of the baraka (blessing) transmitted
through the spiritual chain (silsila), and with secular theories of moral education (Kohlberg,
Gilligan).

4. The observation that modern weapons can now “surpass the limits of humanity’s endurance”
was written before nuclear weapons, drone warfare, and autonomous weapons systems. How
does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s analysis apply to these subsequent developments? Does the logic of his
argument point toward specific conclusions about arms control, nuclear disarmament, and
the ethics of autonomous weapons?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes to the Central Organization for a Durable Peace as a Baha’i but addresses
them in the idiom of universal humanitarian concern, without theological jargon. Compare
this mode of public engagement with the natural law arguments of Catholic social teaching
(which also aims to address secular audiences), with the “overlapping consensus” strategy of
Rawlsian liberalism, and with the prophetic public theology of Martin Luther King Jr. What
are the strengths and risks of translating theological convictions into a secular public idiom?

Al-‘Ama’ and the Hidden Treasure: The Metaphysics of Divine
Unknowability

Key Passages

Al-‘Ama’ in the language means a very light and subtle cloud that is seen and unseen. If
you gaze with utmost care you find something, but as soon as you look, it cannot be seen.
That is why, in the tradition of the investigators, by Al-‘Ama’ they mean the Universal
Reality with no specifications, for specifications exist in the mode of simplicity and unity
and are not distinguished from the essence. So it is both specified and unspecified, and
this station is described as Divine Oneness and Al-‘Ama’, and it is the station of the
Hidden Treasure mentioned in the Hadith. Thus, the attributes are specifications that
exist in the essence but are not distinguished from it. They are seen and unseen. = —
AB06442
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Context for Study

This brief but philosophically dense letter addresses one of the most subtle concepts in Islamic
mystical theology: al-‘ama’ (literally “the cloud” or “the blind /hidden”), which appears in a famous
hadith: “Where was God before He created creation?” to which the Prophet reportedly replied:
“He was in ‘ama’” The concept has exercised Islamic mystics and philosophers from Ibn ‘Arabi
onward. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s explanation is precise and elegant: al-‘ama’ names the station of absolute
divine oneness (ahadiyya) in which the divine attributes exist “in the mode of simplicity and
unity” but are not yet differentiated or distinguished from the essence. This is the station of the
Hidden Treasure (kanz makhfiyy), which the famous Sufi hadith describes as the motivation for all
creation: “I was a Hidden Treasure and I loved to be known, so I created creation that I might be
known.” The paradox of al-‘ama’ is the paradox of the cloud itself: it is seen (you find something
if you look carefully) and unseen (it vanishes when you try to focus on it). This enacts at the
perceptual level the theological claim that the divine essence is simultaneously the ground of all
knowledge and absolutely unknowable in itself. Ibn ‘Arabi had developed this concept extensively
in the Futuhat al-Makkiyya and the Fusus al-Hikam, associating ‘ama’ with the Breath of the
All-Merciful (nafas al-rahman) through which the divine names are exhaled into existence. For
Christian readers, the concept resonates with the apophatic theology of Gregory of Nyssa—in which
Moses’s encounter with God on Sinai is an encounter with divine darkness, not divine light—and
with Meister Eckhart’s concept of the Gottheit (Godhead) as a formless, nameless ground beyond
the Trinity’s personal relations. For students of Kabbalah, the parallel is the Ein Sof (Infinite), the
absolutely unknowable ground from which the ten Sefirot emerge as the divine attributes becoming
knowable.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes al-‘ama’ as the station where divine attributes “exist but are not
distinguished from the essence”—they are “seen and unseen.” Compare this with Ibn ‘Arabi’s
concept of the hadrat al-ghaybiyya (the Presence of the Unseen), with Meister Eckhart’s
Gottheit (the divine ground beyond all names), with the Jewish Ein Sof (the Infinite before
any Sefirah), and with the Hindu concept of nirguna Brahman (Brahman without attributes).
What is the spiritual function of affirming an absolutely unknowable divine ground?

2. The hadith of the Hidden Treasure (“I was a hidden treasure and I loved to be known, so
I created creation”) presents creation as an act of divine self-disclosure motivated by love.
Compare this with the Christian theology of creation as an act of overflowing divine love
(Aquinas: bonum est diffusivum sui), with the kabbalistic concept of tzimtzum (God’s self-
contraction to make room for creation), and with the Hindu concept of lila (divine play).
What are the implications of each framework for how believers relate to creation?

3. The cloud metaphor of ‘ama’ suggests that the divine is simultaneously present and elusive—
accessible only in the mode of indirection, glimpsed but never grasped. Compare with Plato’s
account of the Beautiful Itself (which the philosopher catches sight of only momentarily, as a
“flash” (exaiphnes) in the Seventh Letter), with John of the Cross’s “dark night of the soul”
as the experience of divine presence through apparent absence, and with the Zen concept of
satori as a sudden, non-conceptual glimpse of reality.

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says the divine attributes “exist in the essence” but “are not distinguished from
it.” This is the doctrine of divine simplicity: God has no parts, and what appear to be distinct
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attributes (mercy, justice, power, knowledge) are all one in the divine reality. Compare with
Aquinas’s defense of divine simplicity (Summa Theologiae 1.3), with the Ash’arite position
on the divine attributes, and with the critique of divine simplicity by contemporary analytic
philosophers of religion (Alvin Plantinga, Christopher Hughes).

5. How does the concept of al-‘ama’ as the “station of the Hidden Treasure” relate to the
practical question of knowing God in daily life? If the divine essence is absolutely unknowable,
what is the relationship between the mystical experience of unknowing and the devotional
life of prayer, service, and community? Compare with the hesychast tradition (in which the
theoria of the divine light is compatible with the unknowability of the divine essence), with
the Sufi path of stations and states (magamat wa-ahwal), and with the Baha'i teaching that
the divine is known through the Manifestations alone.

Divine Love as the Foundation of Identity and Witness

Key Passages

Your letter arrived. Indeed your sister lit a lamp in Germany. God willing, you will
be more successful and will kindle a luminous light. No doubt the government there
will object because of your name, but you should say that I am a Baha’i and I am
friends with all religions and nations of the world. I believe all are of one kind and I
consider them as my own. I have divine love, not racial or religious love. According to
the explicit text of Baha’u’llah, we do not speak about political matters because we are
forbidden from interfering in political affairs. We are engaged in heavenly matters. We
serve the world of morals and we consider religious prejudice, racial prejudice, political
prejudice, and even patriotic prejudice as destructive to the human world. — AB04422

Thy letter has been received, and its contents understood. The souls who are the
servants of His Most High, Baha’u’llah, and are sincere in His Cause have no attachment
to this nether world. All their feelings are heavenly. With these souls I have constant
communication of heart and soul. Their mention is the cause of joy to the spirit and
conscience.

Reflect a while that that person was a professor and had dedicated all his life to the
attainment of sciences and arts. Notwithstanding, in the public meetings he felt before
thee put down and defeated, overwhelmed and conquered. It is evident that the Favors
of His Most High, Baha’u’llah, are our supporter. He reinforces us with the Hosts of His
Kingdom and bestows upon us His Heavenly Confirmations. Although we are feeble,
yet our Refuge and Shelter is strong. Though we are captives of the nether-world, yet
does He enable us to fly through His Heavenly Power. — AB12251

Today His Holiness, Baha’u’llah is the Center of this Light, Which saveth the people
from the darkness of blind imitations, racial, personal and political prejudices and
leadeth them to the Oneness of spirit; to the oneness of the heart, and to eternal Love.
The world of humanity constitutes one race. There is the oneness of mankind. But
incorrect thoughts have become predominant and have broken this oneness, giving rise
to different races, different homes and conflicting blind imitations. — AB12287
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Context for Study

The letter AB04422, addressed to a woman teaching in post-war Germany, is a masterwork of
pastoral guidance for navigating an extremely sensitive situation. The Weimar Republic is only
two years old; Germany is under the humiliating conditions of the Treaty of Versailles; and a person
with a Persian or Middle Eastern name teaching a Middle Eastern religion would face immediate
suspicion. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s advice is disarmingly simple: identify yourself as a Baha’i, affirm your
friendship with all religions and nations, and distinguish sharply between “divine love” (which
is universal) and “racial or religious love” (which is partial). The further instruction to avoid
political topics is strategic wisdom, distinct from mere quietism: the Baha’i community’s universal
character is its most powerful argument for itself, and that argument is immediately compromised
by alignment with any particular political cause. AB12251’s account of a professor “put down and
defeated” by a Baha’i who has less formal learning but is animated by divine confirmation raises
the question of the relationship between intellectual preparation and spiritual power. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
does not dismiss intellectual preparation; he points to something that accompanies and exceeds it:
the capacity to fly despite being “captives of the nether world.” This is the paradox of divine grace in
the context of service: the feeble one supported by a strong Refuge becomes more effective than the
humanly strong one who relies only on personal capacity. AB12287 adds the cosmological frame:
Baha’u’llah is described as the “Center of this Light” that exposes prejudice and leads toward
“the Oneness of spirit.” This is the language of prophetic mission applied to a social diagnosis:
the world is not divided into races and nations by nature but by “incorrect thoughts” that have
been culturally transmitted and institutionally reinforced. The remedy is therefore simultaneously
intellectual (correcting false thoughts) and spiritual (being drawn into oneness by the divine light
at the center).

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes “divine love” from “racial or religious love,” presenting the former
as the basis for genuine universality and the latter as a source of division. Compare this
distinction with Paul Tillich’s concept of agape vs. eros and philia as forms of love with qual-
itatively different orientations, with the Confucian debates about whether ren (humaneness)
applies universally or begins with differential concern for family, and with Peter Singer’s
utilitarian argument for equal concern for all sentient beings.

2. The counsel to avoid political topics while engaging fully with moral and social questions is
presented as a strategic and principled position. How does this distinction between “political”
and “moral/social” engagement work in practice? Compare with the tradition of Christian
political quietism (Anabaptist and Mennonite traditions), with the prophetic tradition of
speaking truth to power (Amos, Martin Luther King Jr.), and with the Islamic concept of
commanding the good and forbidding the evil (amr bi’l-ma‘ruf wa nahy ‘an al-munkar).

3. The account in AB12251 of a professor being “overwhelmed and conquered” by a Baha’i with
less formal learning raises the question of the relationship between spiritual formation and
intellectual capacity in teaching. Compare with the Pauline claim that “the foolishness of
God is wiser than men” (1 Corinthians 1:25), with the Sufi teaching that the murshid’s power
comes from realized states rather than accumulated knowledge, and with the contemporary
educational debate about character formation as a component of intellectual development.
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4. AB12287 presents the division of humanity into races and nations as the product of “incorrect
thoughts” rather than natural or divinely ordained difference. This is a cognitive-structural
analysis of division. Compare with the social constructivist account of race (race as a social
construct without biological foundation), with the structural analysis of racism (which em-
phasizes institutions and power rather than ideas), and with the religious account of sin as
the source of division (Augustine’s libido dominandi). What are the practical implications of
each diagnosis for how to address human division?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says he has “constant communication of heart and soul” with those who are
sincerely serving Baha’u’llah, regardless of physical distance. Compare this with the Christian
doctrine of the Communion of Saints (the spiritual bond linking all faithful across space and
time), with the Sufi concept of the uwaysi connection (in which a disciple receives guidance
from a spiritual master across great distances), and with the Buddhist sangha as a field of
mutual support and transformation.

Teaching as Vocation: Adapting to Capacity, Honoring the Se-
quence

Key Passages

Abdul-Baha traveled continuously for four years in the countries of Africa, America
and Europe, but in cities and villages where the Call of God had not reached the ears
of the inhabitants and the worldwide fame of God had not been heard, he opened his
tongue to teach in assemblies, gatherings and churches in a new way that accorded with
their capacity and capability. Therefore the assistance and grace of the Intended Lord
arrived successively and results were achieved.

Now you too, in cities and villages where they are heedless and unaware, should first
open your tongue with counsels and bring hearts to ecstasy through the sweetness of
speech, then deliver the Word. This method will receive powerful confirmation, just
as Peter the Apostle, servant of Christ, carried out in Antioch. At first he spoke
according to the disposition and capacity of the people. When hearts became attracted,
he delivered the Word. — ABO1127

O beloved friends of Abdul-Baha! The letter you had written to the Central States
was reviewed. My hope is that this teaching convention will remain firm and enduring,
and its respected members will arise to serve the Kingdom of God in complete unity
and harmony, so that the radiant lights from the Sun of Reality may shine upon the
horizons of America and the call of Baha’u’llah may reach everywhere. The teachings
of Baha’u’llah, like the breaths of the Holy Spirit, will quicken souls. The favors of
Baha’u’llah will encompass all humanity.

Abdul-Baha has the utmost attachment to the friends in Chicago, for the call of the
Kingdom of God first reached Chicago and some souls in that city were attracted to the
divine Kingdom. As you were the first to receive the spirit of life before all others in the
beginning, now too bring this gift to its fulfillment. Like a firm foundation, withstand
every storm, and like trees with strong roots, remain unshaken by opposing winds. —
ABO01856
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Context for Study

The two letters on teaching in this volume address complementary aspects of the pedagogical
vocation: method and morale. AB01127 is a methodological reflection drawn from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
own four years of travel through Africa, Europe, and America. The key principle is adaptation:
the teacher does not begin with the full articulation of the divine program but with “counsels”
appropriate to the capacity and disposition of the audience, moving to the Word only after hearts
have been attracted by sweetness of speech. The example of Peter in Antioch is instructive: Acts
13 records Paul’s speech in Antioch, in which he begins with the history of Israel (familiar to the
synagogue audience) before announcing the fulfilment of that history in Jesus. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
attribution of this method to Peter may be a general reference to the early apostles’ adaptive
approach rather than a specific citation; the principle is what matters. This graduated pedagogy
resonates with the classical rhetorical tradition (aptum—the appropriateness of style to audience),
with the Confucian teacher’s sensitivity to the student’s current level, and with contemporary adult
education theory’s emphasis on meeting learners where they are. AB01856, addressed to the Central
States Baha'i Convention, strikes a different note: morale. Chicago was the first American city to
embrace the Baha’i teachings, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha invokes that primacy as a source of both pride and
obligation. The image of trees with strong roots that remain unshaken by opposing winds draws
on the Qur’anic parable of the “goodly word as a goodly tree whose root is firmly fixed and whose
branches reach to heaven” (14:24). The function of community memory in sustaining mission is the
implicit theme: knowing that one’s city was first to receive the light is a resource for steadfastness
when opposition intensifies.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha teaches that the teacher must begin with “counsels” suited to the audience’s
capacity before delivering the full message. Compare this with the classical rhetorical principle
of inventio (finding the argument that will persuade a particular audience), with Aquinas’s use
of reason as a bridge to revealed doctrine for non-believers, and with Paulo Freire’s pedagogy
of conscientization (which begins with the learner’s own experience). What are the ethical
boundaries of adaptive teaching? Where does adaptation become manipulation?

2. The example of Peter at Antioch suggests that effective spiritual teaching requires knowledge
of one’s audience—their cultural assumptions, their existing beliefs, their readiness to receive
new ideas. Compare with the missionary tradition’s debates about inculturation (adapting
the Gospel to the host culture) and syncretism (compromising the Gospel through excessive
adaptation). Where is the line between meeting people where they are and losing what is
distinctive about what one is teaching?

3. ABO01856 invokes Chicago’s historical primacy in the American Baha’i community as a source
of obligation and motivation. What is the relationship between institutional memory and
present commitment? Compare with the way the Hebrew Bible invokes the Exodus as the
founding event that generates continuing obligations (Deuteronomy 8), with the Christian
commemoration of the original Pentecost, and with the American founding mythology as a
resource for political identity and obligation.

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the Baha'i teachings as “like the breaths of the Holy Spirit”—living
forces to be breathed into souls, beyond mere doctrines capable only of being stated. Compare
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this with the Johannine image of the Spirit as wind that “blows where it wills” (John 3:8),
with the Sufi concept of nafas al-rahman (the breath of the All-Merciful as the medium
through which divine names are brought into existence), and with the Hebrew ruach as both
wind and spirit.

5. The letter to the Central States calls for “complete unity and harmony” as the condition
for effective teaching. Compare with Jesus’ high priestly prayer that his disciples “may be
one” so that the world may believe (John 17:21), with the sociological finding that community
cohesion is a stronger predictor of religious growth than doctrinal appeal, and with the Baha’i
teaching that unity is itself a proof of the divine origin of the Cause.

The Spirit, the Stars, and the Limits of Natural Causation

Key Passages

As for the question of beneficent and maleficent planets, ancient philosophers believed
each of these planets possessed rational force and imagined they had spiritual influences.
Thus arose the question of beneficent and maleficent influences. But all these beings are
captive in the hand of power — the Sacred Essence is the Administrator and Ordainer
of all, the Director.

As for the question of spirit communication which is now discussed among people —
these are delusions, and certain displays are produced through contrivances. If it were
true, there would be no need for material and political measures and economic arts.
Every government would choose someone to communicate with spirits and consult about
the realities of events.

However, when the human spirit attains power, subtlety and sanctification, it encom-
passes the realities of things and uncovers mysteries. Similarly with the power of mind
— what you see in the realm of existence was once hidden; the human spirit discovered
it and brought it from the realm of the hidden to the realm of the visible. — AB02512

Context for Study

This letter addresses two distinct but related questions that were alive in the intellectual culture
of 1920: astrology and spiritualism. Both enjoyed significant popular revival in the early twentieth
century as alternatives to a scientific materialism that seemed to have produced only war and dis-
enchantment. The Theosophical Society, the spiritualist movement, and popular astrology were all
attracting significant numbers of educated followers who were looking for a re-enchanted worldview
beyond both dogmatic religion and reductive materialism. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response is careful in
its distinctions: he does not simply reject the questions these movements were trying to answer,
but he rejects their specific answers. On astrology: the planets are real, but they are “captive
in the hand of power”—they do not possess independent rational agency or spiritual causation.
Only the “Sacred Essence” is the true Administrator of all. This is a precise theological argument:
to attribute independent spiritual causation to planets is to compromise divine unity by positing
intermediate spiritual agencies with autonomous power. On spirit communication: ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
reductio is elegant—if spirit communication were reliable, governments would use it instead of
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intelligence services and economic advisers. The fact that no one actually does suggests the ex-
periences in question are either delusions or deliberate contrivances. But the letter is careful not
to collapse into a reductive denial of all spiritual experience: the human spirit, when it attains
“power, subtlety and sanctification,” does genuinely encompass realities and uncover mysteries—
this is the language he uses elsewhere for prophetic inspiration and mystic insight. The difference
between genuine spiritual discovery and the claims of spiritualism is the quality of the spirit doing
the discovering: the purified human spirit genuinely apprehends hidden realities; the commercially
performed séance produces theater. The distinction maps onto a wider principle in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
thought: the spiritual dimension of reality is real, but access to it requires a specific kind of inner
preparation that the popular spiritual movements of the age typically bypassed.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha dismisses astrological causation by insisting that all things are “captive in the
hand of power” and only the Sacred Essence is the true Administrator. Compare this with the
Islamic doctrine of divine sovereignty (qudra), with the Stoic concept of heimarmene (fate) as
the expression of the divine logos working through the cosmos, and with contemporary debates
in philosophy of religion about primary and secondary causation (whether God works through
natural processes or despite them).

2. The reductio against spirit communication (“every government would use it if it worked”) is
a pragmatic argument. Compare with William James’s pragmatic test for truth, with Karl
Popper’s falsifiability criterion for scientific claims, and with the long history of empirical
investigation of paranormal phenomena (from the Society for Psychical Research founded in
1882 onward). How strong is this argument as a dismissal of the claims of spiritualism?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha affirms that the sanctified human spirit “encompasses the realities of things and
uncovers mysteries.” This is a positive claim about mystical knowledge. How does this differ
from the spiritualist’s claim to communicate with the dead? What criteria distinguish genuine
spiritual discovery from self-deception or fraud? Compare with the Christian tradition of
discernment of spirits (discretio spirituum), with the Islamic debate about karamat (charisms
of the saints), and with modern parapsychology’s search for empirical criteria.

4. The early twentieth century saw a major revival of interest in alternative spiritualities as
a response to the perceived failures of both scientific materialism and institutional religion.
Compare this historical moment with the contemporary interest in mindfulness, astrology,
tarot, and new age spiritualities. What does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response suggest about how a
religious tradition should engage with popular spiritual experimentation?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ends the discussion of spirit communication with the observation that the hu-
man spirit, when sanctified, genuinely discovers hidden realities. This is the basis for his
affirmation of dreams, intuition, and mystical experience elsewhere in the corpus. How does
the tradition of Baha’i mystical experience relate to the broader tradition of Islamic ‘rfan
(gnosis), Christian mystical theology, and Jewish Kabbalah?
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The Hidden Words and the Covenant: Reading the Veiled Myster-
ies

Key Passages

As for the passage in the Hidden Words which states to this effect that “The Form
of Eternity returned from the emerald height of faithfulness to the Sadratu’l-Muntaha
and wept, and the cherubim wept at its wailing. When asked the reason, the Form
of Eternity said: I waited at the height of faithfulness but found not the fragrance of
faithfulness.” Now consider what that name was that was not fully mentioned at that
time. You see what the unfaithful ones did and what cruelty they showed.— AB00335

As for the wing and comb mentioned in the Hidden Words—that is the divine Covenant.
This covenant was taken so that they would be faithful to Abdul-Baha, not that they
would scratch at the blessed throat, meaning the blessed Cause. But they completely
closed their eyes to justice and engaged in the utmost cruelty and oppression. —
AB00335

Today the doors of the Kingdom are open, the heavenly path is straight and direct, and
the divine call is continuously arriving from the Kingdom of Holiness, summoning all
humanity: “O human world! You are in utmost anxiety and agitation, and in complete
discord and revolution. It is time to hear the melody of the Supreme Concourse and
listen to heavenly teachings and become illumined by the lights of the Sun of Reality so
that this dark world may become bright, hearts may be enkindled with the fire of the
love of God, souls may be quickened by divine glad-tidings, and the spread of divine
teachings may cause this agitation to be transformed into tranquility, this revolution to
find peace and rest, this discord to be changed to harmony.” — AB00612

Context for Study

The letter AB00335 is one of the most direct commentaries ‘Abdu’l-Baha provides on the Hidden
Words of Baha’u’llah, and it opens an unusual window into the hermeneutical principles at work.
The Hidden Words are famously compressed, symbolic, and multi-layered; their surface simplicity
conceals what ‘Abdu’l-Baha here calls a “veiled reference” to the Covenant and the conduct of those
who violated it. The “Form of Eternity” weeping at the “emerald height of faithfulness” is read as
an allegorical account of the divine principle of faithfulness finding no echo among those who had
received the Covenant but chose to betray it. The wing-and-comb passage is similarly decoded: the
Covenant is the instrument of guidance (wing), and those who used it to “scratch at the blessed
throat” (i.e., attack the Cause itself) had inverted the purpose for which the Covenant was given.
This allegorical hermeneutic—in which divine texts carry a surface meaning accessible to all and a
deeper meaning accessible to those prepared to receive it—is deeply rooted in both Islamic ta wil
(esoteric interpretation) and Jewish midrash. The Qur’anic concept of mutashabihat (ambiguous
verses whose interpretation is reserved for those with firm knowledge) provides the immediate
framework: some verses are clear (muhkamat) and some are ambiguous, and the ambiguous are
not accessible to those whose hearts deviate from truth (3:7). AB00612’s vision of a divine call
reaching a humanity in “utmost anxiety and agitation” completes the picture: the cosmic lament

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 259



Vol. 177: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1920, part II (Jul-Dec) Appendix

of AB00335 (faithfulness found nowhere) is answered by the cosmic summons of AB00612 (the call
going out to all). Together they describe the full arc of divine patience: grief at the failure of
covenant-keepers, followed by renewed summons to a wider humanity.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha interprets passages of the Hidden Words as allegorical references to the
Covenant and to those who violated it. What principles of allegorical interpretation govern
this reading? Compare with the classical fourfold method of scriptural interpretation in the
Christian tradition (literal, allegorical, moral, anagogical), with the Islamic concept of ta wil
(inner interpretation), and with the Jewish tradition of midrash (creative interpretation
that extends the meaning of a text beyond its surface sense). What makes an allegorical
interpretation legitimate rather than arbitrary?

2. The image of the “Form of Eternity” weeping because it “found not the fragrance of faith-
fulness” presents God (or a divine principle) as experiencing something like grief. Compare
with the anthropopathic passages of the Hebrew Bible (in which God repents, grieves, or
becomes angry), with the Christian theology of the crucifixion as divine suffering, with the
Islamic insistence on divine transcendence beyond all emotional states, and with Whitehead’s
process theology (in which God genuinely experiences the world and is affected by it). Is
divine grief a meaningful theological concept?

3. The wing-and-comb imagery is decoded as referring to the Covenant and those who misused it.
This decoding assumes a specific historical referent for the symbolic text. Compare with the
allegorical reading of the Song of Solomon (whether by Jewish or Christian commentators),
with the Islamic debate about whether the ambiguous verses of the Qur’an can be authori-
tatively decoded, and with the Sufi tradition of batin (inner interpretation) that decodes the
Qur’an as a map of spiritual states. Is the authority of the decoder inseparable from the
validity of the interpretation?

4. The divine call in AB00612 addresses humanity in its “utmost anxiety and agitation” with a
vision of transformation: anxiety into tranquility, revolution into rest, discord into harmony.
Compare with Isaiah’s vision of the desert blooming (35:1-7), with the Qur’anic promise of
sakina (divine peace descending on the hearts of the faithful), with the Buddhist concept of
nibbana as the cessation of the fires of craving, hatred, and delusion, and with the secular
utopian tradition’s promise of social transformation. What makes the Baha’i version of this
promise distinctive?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha interprets the Covenant violations of his own time through the lens of
Baha'u’llah’s allegorical Hidden Words. How does interpreting a contemporary crisis
through a sacred text change the meaning of both? Compare with the way early Christians
read the destruction of Jerusalem through the lens of Daniel and Revelation, with the way
the Hebrew prophets read political disasters through the lens of covenant theology, and with
the way liberation theology reads contemporary poverty through the Exodus narrative.
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 177 is the last full volume of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings and utterances before his ascension
in November 1921. Throughout it there is a quality of completion rather than urgency—a sense
that the great outlines have been drawn and the task now is for others to fill them in. The Second
Tablet to The Hague makes the most sustained public argument for the spiritual prerequisites of
peace. The meditation on al-‘ama’ goes deeper into the divine mystery than almost any other text
in the corpus. The teaching letters to Germany, Japan, India, and Chicago apply a single vision
to the most diverse human situations. And the comments on the Hidden Words and the Covenant
perform the hermeneutical work of translating a symbolic sacred text into the lived experience of
a specific community.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the Word of God is the “power
of implementation” that alone can transform the recognition of peace’s value into
the reality of peace—and if that Word reaches humanity through sacred texts whose
deeper meanings are accessible only to those whose hearts have been prepared to
receive them—then what kind of spiritual formation, what quality of inner life, and
what disciplines of interpretation are necessary for a community to become both the
messenger and the embodiment of that transforming power?
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