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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 178

This January—July 1921 volume carries a late-ministry atmosphere in which teaching, order, and
steadfastness are repeatedly pressed under the shadow of increasing frailty and impending transition.
AB02247 defines service as living according to Baha'u’llah’s teachings and freeing humanity from
religious, racial, political, and national prejudices, while warning that opposition is inevitable, as it
was for the disciples of Christ. AB1443 gives one of the volume’s most concise accounts of spiritual
transformation: the “new creation” is the rebirth of character, by which cowardice becomes courage,
greed contentment, treachery trustworthiness, pride humility, and the iron of the soul takes on the
properties of fire. AB12795 places this transformation within the crisis of civilization: material
civilization has advanced while divine civilization and morals have declined, and the remedy is
renewed service to the Kingdom, since the dominions of emperors disappear while the traces of
those born into the Kingdom endure.

A strong institutional strand runs through the collection. AB11582; a cablegram on the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar, states tersely that all affairs concerning it are referred to the General Convention and that
‘Abdu’l-Baha cannot interfere, reinforcing the authority of collective procedure. AB04335 praises
annual service reports while counseling moderation, deliberation, and several days of consultation
before important action. AB03158 gives one of the important late statements on the Nineteen Day
Feast: such a gathering, held in love, turned toward the Kingdom, and devoted to the teachings, is a
heavenly table and the wellspring of unity. AB05087 praises the Bombay convention as a magnet of
divine favors, while AB12416 and AB04839 emphasize education, especially the training of Baha’i
children and girls, as one of the noblest services of the time. AB10990 adds a practical financial
principle, warning that no one should be pressed to pay Huququ’llah, though spontaneous offerings
may be accepted.

The volume also contains valuable doctrinal and interpretive materials. AB00338 corrects inherited
scriptural narratives about David, Esther, and Zayd and Zaynab, distinguishing Qur’anic or histor-
ical substance from later polemical embellishment and arguing with a rational-historical method.
ABO03635 gives a notable remark on life beyond earth, citing the Qur’anic phrase “in them both”
with reference to living creatures in the heavens and earth, while also saying that the twenty-four
figures in Revelation will be unveiled later. ABU0326, in the Tiberias conversations with Anna
Kunz, compares the philosopher’s inductive procedure to a blind person feeling with a stick and the
Manifestation’s knowledge to direct sight; it also affirms reunion after death, counsels patience to-
ward deniers of religion, and recommends moderation in philosophy and study. ABU1810 links the
return of the children of Israel to the Holy Land with promises in the Prophets and in Baha’u’llah’s
Tablets, while AB01626 gives practical guidance for Azali visitors to the House of God: kindness,
firmness, vigilance against doubt, and protection of sacred property.
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Iranian disorder, persecution, and reconstruction form another major theme. AB01390 says that
Iran and the world will find stability only through divine breaths, citing William Jennings Bryan’s
reported statement that the East’s prosperity depends on the teachings of Baha’u’llah; the same
tablet interprets global hardship as possible birth pangs of a future order. AB01524 advises the
editor of Chihrih-Nama to regard clerical attacks as foam that vanishes, while also counseling re-
straint so as not to increase clamor. AB10896 urges the friends, amid political upheaval, to preserve
composure, avoid ill-feeling toward every group in Iran, and work for the country’s reconstruction.
AB00605, AB01565, AB03868, and AB04257 give the volume its most intense martyrological cen-
ter: the murder of Mirza Ya’qub/Ibtihaj is interpreted as a bitter cup whose fruit will be spiritual
victory, with his blood likened to a force that will make the tree of the Cause more vigorous and
transform Kermanshah into a paradise.

Finally, the volume contains unmistakable intimations of ending, expressed through illness, farewell-
like counsel, and the repeated translation of loss into service. AB05087 mentions poor health and
the travel to Tiberias to arrange the affairs of the friends in ‘Adasiyyih. AB2028 sends pilgrims
back from Tiberias with the message that the Kingdom has been opened, the tree of life given,
and the crown of divine choice placed upon the friends’ heads, while ‘Abdu’l-Baha prays that
all may attain the station of servitude. AB12146 addresses another servant named ‘Abdu’l-Baha
with self-effacement, saying that the ultimate hope is that no trace of self remain and that all
be wholly effaced in servitude. ABO00467, the long eulogy of Mishkin-Qalam, and AB00486, the
prayer for Mirza Muhammad-Sadiq, show the late ministry’s memorial tone: exemplary lives are
gathered, interpreted, and handed to descendants as moral inheritance. Taken together, the volume
presents early 1921 as a period of final intensification: the community is urged toward consultation,
education, teaching, unity, and sacrifice, while ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own voice increasingly sounds like
one preparing the friends to carry the work forward without dependence on His physical presence.
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O two saplings of the divine garden! Give thanks to God
that you have sprouted from the Blessed Tree and are grow-
ing and developing in the embrace of kinship to the Tree of
Truth through the drops of the cloud of bounty. This is a
great bestowal and a mighty gift. Know ye the value of this
and arise to fulfill whatever is necessary and obligatory for this
relationship.

2 And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: B Alfred Hills, in Mount Clemens, MI
Date: 1921-Jan-03

O thou illustrious personage! Thy letter dated 24 November
1920 was received. Praise be to God the light of truth shone
forth and caused thine sight and insight to be both brightened,
[praise be to God] that thyself as well as thy wife are now
amongst the souls who have been singled out [for this grace]. I
fervently hope that ye will be counted as distinguished chosen
ones in the Kingdom of God. This indeed is a token of God’s
infinite bestowal, and it is the abounding grace and blessing
of the Lord of Hosts that ye have eventually attained unto
the abode of Reality. This Reality is the Ark of salvation,
it is heavenly enlightenment, it is life eternal, and it is the
confirmations of the Holy Spirit. In the night season and at
the break of day I pray beseeching Divine bestowals for thee
and thy wife, so that ye may be baptized by the Holy Spirit
and with the fire of the love of God.
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2 To tread the path of service means that ye must live and act
according to the Teachings of Baha'u’llah, ye must serve the
world of humanity, and deliver mankind from religious, racial,
political, and national prejudices, so that all may be gathered
together beneath the shelter of the one-coloured tabernacle
of the unity of mankind. The respected handmaiden of God,
Mrs. Hills should continue to be engaged in spiritual healing,
and become utterly severed from this mortal world, and the
heavenly blessings will descend. Thou must guide the souls
with the utmost devotion, rapture, and blissful joy.

There surely will be those who shall oppose and shall rise to
condemn and censure thee. Thou must in no wise feel af-
fected or hurt, but rather, should withstand with fixed resolve
and constancy. Thou must, no doubt, have read in the Bible
how the disciples of His Holiness Jesus Christ were scoffed and
scorned at, how they were cursed and vilified, how the Phar-
isees assaulted and assailed them; and yet, how finally the
ensigns of the disciples were hoisted and raised aloft, while the
standards of the Pharisees were toppled to the ground. Upon
thee rest the Glory of Glories.
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To: Rida Khan et al.,
Date: 1921-Jan-04

in Tihran

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Your letter was received
and supplications and earnest entreaties were offered at the Di-
vine Threshold at midnight. I beseeched mighty assistance and
bounty, that through pure bestowal He may grant such power
that you may progress in all spiritual faculties. Convey to the
honored handmaiden of God, Qamar, and to Jinab-i-Ghulam-
Husayn Naji my most wondrous and glorious greetings. I write
briefly and ask your forgiveness.
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AB00338

To: Ardishir Hakim, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jan-06

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received.
A detailed response is not possible, so I write briefly, and it
is this: The story about David is from the fabrications of the
Talmudic Jews and has no foundation. There are many such
fabrications in some Talmudic stories, not limited to this one.
The brief story is that some enemies of David thought he was
alone that night in the temple sanctuary, so they climbed down
the mosque wall to attack him. When they saw others were
present with him, they lost their nerve to attack. They used
this as a pretext, saying one of us has ninety-nine sheep and
another has one sheep - the one with ninety-nine covets the
one sheep of the other. David rejected this and punished them.
Consider - could someone renowned as a prophet among his
people and king of that nation accept such baseness today?
We must compare the past to the present. If David wanted,
he could have chosen a thousand wives - he had no need to
accept such an evil deed. Surely the intellectuals, wise ones
and leaders in that nation would have risen up in protest.

The Torah consists of commandments that Moses, peace be
upon him, gave and which historians recorded. As is clear
from the Torah itself, in its final book there is even history
after Moses describing what happened after him. It is obvious
that the historian was someone else. Study the end of the final
book carefully and the truth will be revealed to you.

But in books other than the Torah, some details are mentioned
that had no truth at all and were written during the scattered
times of the Jewish people, most of which are impossible occur-
rences. For example, it is written that Ahasuerus, at Haman’s
instigation, ordered all Jews to be killed in one day throughout
all lands. Then Esther, Ahasuerus’s wife who was originally
Jewish, interceded and made clear to Ahasuerus that what
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was attributed to the Jews regarding corruption was pure fab-
rication. So Ahasuerus issued a decree that the Jews in every
province of his realm should rise up on that appointed day and
kill all their enemies. At that time the Jews were scattered and
some were captive in Iraq. On that day they drew their swords
and killed all who were enemies of the Jews. Now consider - is
such a thing possible? The Jews were very few and scattered
throughout all of Ahasuerus’s domains - how could they carry
out such a horrific deed? And how could Ahasuerus issue such
a decree? This decree would have caused all the people of the
kingdom to rise up against him and overturn his sovereignty.
And so forth.

As for the story of Zayd and Zaynab, these are external ac-
counts - the truth can be derived from the Quran itself, as it is
explicit in the Quran. In brief, Zayd was the Prophet’s adopted
son and He had arranged Zayd’s marriage contract with Za-
ynab. When Zaynab entered the bridal chamber she took a
dislike to Zayd and there was always quarreling and dispute be-
tween them until Zaynab obtained a divorce from Zayd. Some
time after getting divorced she entered the Prophet’s house-
hold. The Arab tribes considered an adopted son as a real son
and treated them the same in all matters - they even inher-
ited like real children and considered the wife of an adopted
son forbidden to the adoptive father. They objected that Zayd
was like the Prophet’s son, so how could He marry Zayd’s di-
vorced wife? They created an uproar and protested. But in
the Quran the wife of an adopted son is not forbidden to the
adoptive father - marriage is permitted. This is the basis of
this matter. But the opposers and objectors embellished this
story and attacked the Prophet. This is the actual truth.

We had hoped that you would be the cause of unity and agree-
ment between Jinab-i-Aga Jamshid Khodadad and Hadrat-i-
Aqga Mirza Mahmud. Now it appears this did not happen. I
still hope for this from you, and if I did not have hope I would
not have referred it to you.
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AB01390

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jan-07

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter no. 12 was re-
ceived. You had mentioned receiving two packets. A brief
reply is being written as there is no time for details. The let-
ter from the respected person has not yet arrived. When it
arrives, a reply will certainly be sent. On my behalf, convey
utmost heart-felt attachment and supreme respect, and surely
they will exert the utmost effort in assisting and protecting the
oppressed ones, and express gratitude on my behalf.

As for the situation of Iran - Iran is desolate and will not
find stability and assurance except through the divine breaths.
This matter is accepted among the great men of Europe and
America. Among them, the former Secretary of State of Amer-
ica, Mr. Bryan, after traveling in Asia and returning to Amer-
ica, delivered an eloquent address and fluent speech in great
gatherings which American newspapers published. Among his
address was this: that the Eastern world will find success and
prosperity through the teachings of Baha'u’llah; there is no
other hope. When these glorious teachings become universal,
the horizon of the East will become illumined with the light of
success and prosperity.

And as for the noble person who some time ago assumed the
seat of honor and is your fellow citizen - we met in Paris and
they even hosted a feast for ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Among all the Ira-
nians - princes and ministers who had traveled to Europe -
they were distinguished and exceptional. Their character indi-
cated nobility of descent. My hope is that they will be assisted
to render a mighty service to the divine court, so that they
may raise the banner in the divine pavilion and be established
upon the throne of eternal sovereignty, becoming the cause of
everlasting glory for Iran and Iranians.
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O steadfast one in the Covenant! The turmoil and disturbance
is not confined to Iran. In brief, the entire world is in disarray
and all nations are in distress. Surely you have heard what
is happening in Europe. Therefore, pray to God that these
hardships, pains and calamities of all may be the pangs of
childbirth, meaning labor pains, and that the true child which
represents the comfort and ease of the world of creation may
be born.

5 The letter from the respected person arrived. The reply is
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ABO01524
To: Director of Chihrih-Nama Journal, in Eqgypt
Date: 1921-Jan-07
Dear respected friend, Editor of Chihrihnama Persian [news- bl AL Sy

paper],

Your letter dated 21 Rabi’ al-Thani 1339 was received. The
contents were pleasing. You had written that one must raise
cries to heaven because of the evil of those who wear the tur-
ban. God says in the Qur’an about these souls that they are
“like hollow palm-tree stumps” - meaning that although they
are tall and thick and bold and daring, they are like old and
rotten palm trees. In every age they have existed and had no
occupation except making trouble, and in the end they have
fallen into the pit of eternal degradation and abasement. Ob-
serve how in a short time, group after group of these worthless
souls have had their foundations collapse and their structures
blown away. This is why it says in the Qur’an: “As for the
foam, it vanishes as jetsam, and as for that which benefits
mankind, it remains on the earth.” These souls are like the
foam of a flood - the foam perishes and vanishes while the
water, which is the cause of life, remains and endures.
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In Shiraz some foolish and base individuals have spoken against
you, but they were immediately disappointed and lost. This
commotion and raving will cause Chihrihnama to reveal its
face and this unique journal will gain great importance now
and in the future. His honor Mirza Abdul-Hussein has truly
rendered a great service to Chihrihnama.

Currently in Iran there is such chaos that it defies description.
Everyone is occupied with themselves and has no opportunity
to deal with others. All this noise and tumult and uproar will
be completely forgotten. In any case, you should rest some-
what easy. Such events and incidents are like the buzzing of a
mosquito in an elephant’s ear, and criticism from these souls is
considered praise by the wise, as experience has shown. They
had no connection to you, but now blessed souls will develop
a connection with you - that is, an eternal connection. The
Arab poet said:

“When criticism comes to you from one who is deficient

It is testimony that I am perfect”

In any case, you should not mention anything further in Chihri-
hnama that would cause an increase in anyone’s clamor. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06897

To: Fatheazam Ardistani, Shahab et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jan-07

O relatives of his honor Fath-i-A’zam! This title is most
blessed, for praise be to God that nobility of lineage has been
joined with excellence of character. Those souls are children
of the heart and spirit of Fath-i-A’zam, not merely children of
water and clay.

Through the favors of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones, my hope is that that family may
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attain eternal life and that household may become manifesta-
tions of the favors of the All-Merciful.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10727

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jan-07

Your recent letter dated 29 Safar 1339 was received....

The Cause is spreading. After the ascension of the Desired
One, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, a lyric
was composed containing this verse:

“Shed splendours on the Orient, And perfumes scatter in the
West,

Carry light unto the Slav, And the Turk with life invest.”

The heedless, wavering souls would mock, but now observe
what divine confirmations accomplish....
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Words spoken on 1921-Jan-13 in Haifa/Akka

Write this down: In the Divine Books, mention is made of a
new creation: “Were We then wearied with the first creation?
Yet are they in doubt with regard to a new creation.” The
meaning of this is that the souls who believe in the verses of
God are a new creation. This new creation is not physical but
spiritual. In terms of physical form, the person is the same as
before, but in terms of spirit—that is, in terms of character—he
has become a different person.
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Before faith he was young, after faith he became brave; he
was greedy, he became content; he was treacherous, he be-
came trustworthy; he was proud, he became humble; he was
faithless, he became faithful; he was tyrannical, he became
just; he was false, he became truthful; he was self-worshipping,
he turned to divine worship; he was vain, he became selfless;
he was ignorant, he became learned—and in like manner all
his characteristics were transformed and he acquired different
qualities.

3 It is like iron whose inherent properties are coldness, solidity
and blackness. When this iron falls into the fire, its coldness
is transformed into heat, its solidity is changed to fluidity, and
its blackness is converted to a red glow. All its former charac-
teristics are utterly obliterated and vanish, and the qualities
of fire become manifest in it.

Likewise, when a soul believes in God, it completely turns away
from the world of vices and becomes endowed with praisewor-
thy virtues. All animal characteristics are erased and vanish,
and divine bestowals become manifest.
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AB00605

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jan-14

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy detailed letter was
received and read. As to its contents, regarding how certain
hidden instigators stirred up the common people to attack the
Turks and Tajiks during Ramadan and Muharram and spill the
blood of the innocent - during this time shots were fired, but in
truth, beyond this, divine spiritual victory arrived and a call
was raised from the Kingdom of Unity, and the meaning of the
blessed verse “God will suffice them, and He is the All-Hearing,
the All-Knowing” was fulfilled: “If God helps you, none can
overcome you; and if He forsakes you, who is there that can
help you thereafter?”
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Sheikh Ahmad, Aqa Muhammad Husayn, Karbala’i Mirza
Muhammad Isfahani, Aqa Muhammad Husayn and his
brothers and relatives, Aqa Abdul-Husayn Ruhani, and Aqa
Mirza Muhammad Shirazi - in truth these blessed souls fell
into great difficulties, but these events occurred in God’s path.
When viewed with insight, though the cup of tribulation is
bitter, its effects are sweet. One must look to the ultimate
outcomes. From comfort and pleasure no results are ever
achieved - they come and go like waves, appear and vanish
like sea foam. But the cup of tribulation is filled with the
greatest bounty and endures steadfast.

Have you ever heard of anyone arranging a feast of joy to com-
memorate the pleasures of past holy ones, celebrating that on
such-and-such a day the Prophets, peace be upon them, or
the saints passed their evening in happiness and delight? But
observe what a commotion is raised for the King of Martyrs,
His Holiness the Prince of Martyrs! Thirteen hundred years
have passed and still the mourning continues unabated. In the
Qur’an it states: “As for the foam, it vanishes as a worthless
thing; but that which benefits mankind remains on the earth.”

These pleasures, comforts, positions, feasts and conflicts are
like sea foam - they dissolve and disappear. But hardship and
tribulation in the path of the One God have an enduring effect
like the waters of the sea. Did any day pass when you rested,
and that evening or morning you were grateful and content?
No, by God! Every day that you endured greater hardship and
found profit and benefit in your trade by evening - that evening
was like a bright morning and perfect joy was attained. Such is
the case - times that pass in pleasure and comfort later prove
evident loss, but days that are dark as night from the intensity
of calamity are followed by the brilliant lights of dawn bringing
joy and gladness to those near to God.

Aga Muhammad from Sangsar has permission to attain the
presence, and convey most glorious greetings to Aga Mirza
Mahdi, Aga Mirza Azizu’llah and Aga Mirza Ya’qub. The
tragedy of His Honor Ibtihaj has completely removed all joy
from hearts. That innocent one became the target of a poi-
soned arrow at the place of martyrdom, and eyes are weeping
and hearts are burning that such a pure spirit became the ob-
ject of such oppression and tyranny. In truth, he was a jewel
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AB11970

To: Baha’is of Adasiyyih
Date: 1921-Jan-16

O Kind One, O Self-Sufficient One! These servants of Thine
have traversed mountains and deserts, and crossed plains and
seas until they reached their intended destination. And now
they are in the depths of depths and have no refuge and shelter
save Thee, and seek no helper or supporter.

Accept us under the protection of Thy safeguarding and pre-
serve us from stumbling and wavering. O Lord! The test is
severe and the trial endless. Unite us, make us in agreement,
that we may embrace one another, tread Thy path, speak of
Thy mystery, and seek Thy good-pleasure.

ADMS#119

AB01626

To: Afnan Alai, Habibullah et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1921-Jan-17

O Afnans of the Divine Treel Your letter dated 7 Rabi'u’l- v )k & *asl Ll ) ofhw oYl Lol 1
Avval 1339 was received. However, ‘Abdu’l-Baha must be brief :L(J\ de by S8l Jpmy 1Y d;;Y\ B

in reply. Gl Hlazs] 4 a2 Ol o

If an Azali person requests to visit the House of God and this 4wl Ay <)by als f\ Ay e 2
intention is sincere, not aimed at opposition, argument and , sle uaie &) & A5l B5lo u*‘*: o s
casting doubts, allow the visit. Although these souls desire to &,y *suclus 42l ol W), s
circumambulate the House, they are heedless of the Lord of the 4| 5 Sy Blb ks s o Al
House. In any case, seek their guidance with utmost kindness ub J& b able el ;) 5 S,
and like an immovable mountain resist their doubts, but speak 2 e O 5wl L) U o) e
with gentleness.
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Since the day the Most Exalted Shrine was raised up and the
eyes of all the faithful were illumined and the banner of the
glory of God’s Cause was unfurled, not one of these heedless
souls came for pilgrimage. Therefore, they must have some
purpose in coming to visit the House now - perhaps to cast
doubts. They do not realize that matters have progressed far
beyond this stage, for the fame and call of God’s Cause has
encompassed East and West, and in all five continents of the
world, East and West, the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” and “Ya
‘Aliyu’l-A’la” is raised, and the banner of “Truth has come and
falsehood has perished” waves.

Consider how much intrigue there is - the people of doubts in
the Bayan have created an imaginary photograph which they
attribute to the Exalted One (may my spirit be sacrificed for
Him), while the authentic likeness is present and available. You
saw how inappropriate this imaginary photograph is - it is clear
as the sun that it is not the blessed likeness.

Send copies of this letter to trusted, wise ones in Nayriz and
other cities of Shiraz with instructions to keep it confidential.

i Regarding the honored, revered House, the circumambulation

point of the Concourse on High that was mentioned before, the
intent is that you should now proceed in such a way that per-
haps in the future some descendant might arise in opposition
and create difficulties, claiming “I am the heir and wish to sell
it.” This was the consideration intended.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04335

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1921-Jan-17

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The annual report that
you sent was read. Praise be to God, those blessed souls, in
servitude to the Sacred Threshold, carried out their services
to the Cause with the utmost effort and strength, with intense
endeavor and powerful striving. Indeed, in this past year they
encountered difficulties and endured great hardships.

Now it is hoped that in the new year they will likewise show the
utmost effort in service, be moderate in all affairs, and follow
the most sound path. They should not hasten in conducting
affairs but should observe deliberation, making the execution
of any important matter contingent upon several days of con-
sultation. And consultation must be carried out with complete
thoughtfulness, reflection, calmness and dignity.

And I, in the early dawn, will supplicate at the threshold of the
All-Knowing God and will beseech confirmation and success
from the hidden realm for those spiritual friends and heavenly
loved ones, so that the hosts of the infinite heights may ren-
der assistance and whatever is conducive to ancient glory and
eternal joy may be attained.

Convey yearning greetings to all the friends. And upon you be
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AB12359

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Naimi, in Tihran

Date: 1921-Jan-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ole, bl 1

Thy musk-scented letter was a rose-garden of meanings and its
contents were a sign of truth. Thy distinguished father who,
until his final breath, arose to serve with an eloquent tongue,
an illumined heart and a radiant countenance - praise be to
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God that he left behind such a true and compatible successor
who likewise arises to serve with all his might and endeavor.
Reading thy letter causes no trouble, rather it brings joy. Have
no fear or trepidation from the enmity of the enemies - thou
art under divine protection.

Convey most affectionate and respectful greetings on behalf
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the honored handmaiden of God, thy re-
spected mother Ruqiyyih Sultan, and to the attracted hand-
maiden of God Mahbubih, and to the steadfast handmaiden
of God Afaqiyyih. I hope that through endless favors all may
be assisted. And convey a joyful message from this grieving
yearner to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad Khan-i-Samimi.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12819

To: Tawfiq Tabibzadih, Yaqub et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jan-17

O ye who are nigh unto the Threshold of Divine Unity! Your
letter was received, and, by reason of the calamities that have
befallen you, great sorrow was occasioned. From the bounties
of God, the hope is cherished that order and tranquillity may
be established, and that in Tihran the means of livelihood may
be made available unto you. In the words of Khwajih Hafiz:

“This age, more bitter than poison, shall pass away; perchance
another season shall return, sweet as sugar.”

And upon you be the glory of glories.

ADMS#340
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AB03158

To: Baha’is of Bournemouth, England
Date: 1921-Jan-19

O ye true friends! Your letter hath been received and it brought
great joy. God be praised, ye had made ready an entertainment
and established the feast which is to be held every nineteen
days. Whatsoever gathering is arranged with the utmost love,
and where those who attend are turning their faces toward the
Kingdom of God, and where the discourse is of the Teachings
of God, and the effect of which is to cause those present to
advance — that gathering is the Lord’s, and that festive table
hath come down from heaven.

2 It is my hope that this feast will be given on one day out of
every nineteen, for it bringeth you closer together; it is the
very well-spring of unity and loving-kindness.

Ye observe to what a degree the world is in continual turmoil
and conflict, and to what a pass its nations have now come.
Perchance will the lovers of God succeed in upraising the ban-
ner of human unity, so that the one-coloured tabernacle of
the Kingdom of Heaven will cast its sheltering shadow over all
the earth; that misunderstandings among the world’s peoples
will vanish away; that all nations will mingle one with another,
dealing with one another even as the lover with his beloved.

It is your duty to be exceedingly kind to every human being,
and to wish him well; to work for the upliftment of society; to
blow the breath of life into the dead; to act in accordance with
the instructions of Baha’u’llah and walk His path — until ye
change the world of man into the world of God.
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AB11582

Cablegram
To: M A True
Date: 1921-Feb-15

All affairs concerning Universal Temple referred General Con-
vention. I cannot interfere, submit everything Convention.

SW_ v12401 p.019

AB01322

Date: 1921-Feb

O sincere servant of the human world, your letter dated Febru-
ary 1, 1921 was received and brought joy and delight, for it
was a sign of faithfulness and a banner of firmness and stead-
fastness in love and intention to serve the Iranians. However,
Iran is desolate and much hardship must be endured so that,
God willing, improvement may appear in Iran’s condition.

Your services at present are similar to the sowing of seeds by
the farmer in the field. It is impossible for germination to occur
immediately. Therefore, the farmer must be very patient and
not become disheartened. He should continue with his work,
knowing that the day will come when the harvest appears. Be
certain that your pure intention will definitely yield results and
divine confirmations will surely be attained.

The institutions established by Christ (may my spirit be sac-
rificed for Him), despite being supported by the Holy Spirit,
did not yield rapid results. Gradually the seed He scattered
sprouted and grew. Now, establishing the Kingdom of God
in this world where tumult and sedition prevail everywhere is
not an easy task. It definitely requires extraordinary effort,
patience and endurance.

My hope is that all obstacles will be removed and signs of
confirmation will become evident from every direction. This
feeling you have clearly shows you are called to serve the King-
dom of God. This feeling is like a magnetic force that brings
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AB11469

about the goal. We must not look to our own capacity and
ability - we must look to the great confirmations of the Lord
of the Kingdom, which through the bounty of rain and the
farmer’s effort can make a seed into a robust and fruitful tree.

My hope is that your thoughts will be gathered at the central
point. When the sun in Leo is concentrated at a point, that
point becomes extremely hot. I hope you will become like
this and receive assistance from the Abha Kingdom. Though
you are physically absent, you are present in heart and soul -
you are always with me. Though Iran’s political affairs are in
disarray, its spiritual affairs are unified and growing stronger.
The divine friends love you with heart and soul. I hope their
love increases day by day.

i As for my presence in Iran, that depends on the decree of the

Living, the Powerful One. Whether I am present or absent, I
am with you and seek your success so that with a pure heart
and joyous soul you may succeed in serving the Kingdom of

God.

Convey the most glorious greetings to the friends. And upon
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AB11469

Cablegram regarding the passing of Lillian F. Kappes

Date: 1921-Mar ca.

Miss Kappes very happy. I invite world be not grieved. Apply

to Mr. Vail, Urbana, for substitute. Elizabeth [Stewart] left

for Teheran.

SW_ v11#19 p.321
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AB11470

Cablegram commemorating the passing of Charles H. Greenleaf and Albert H. Hall

Date: 1921-Mar ca.

Supplicating Lord of the Kingdom to submerge these two
blessed souls in the ocean of His Mercy.

SW__v11#19 p.321

AB12795

To: Matilde Countess Merphury, in Italy
Date: 1921-Mar-12

O thou who art attracted to Truth and drawn unto the King-
dom of God! Although the world of humanity has progressed in
material civilization, yet it has completely declined and fallen
in divine civilization and the realm of morals. Therefore, nat-
ural feelings have encompassed all, and the world has become
captive to severe calamities and warfare.

> Whenever the human world has fallen into such decline and

degradation, the Sun of Reality has dawned and Its brilliant
rays have illumined the horizons. It has delivered the human
world from the darkness of the world of nature and brightened
it with heavenly radiance. It has cast its light upon the world
of morals and promoted divine civilization.

Now is the time for thee to arise with all thy power and effort
to serve the Kingdom and become the cause of enlightenment
to the human world. Through the breaths of the Holy Spirit
thou mayest become alive and attain eternal life.

Observe how many souls appeared in this world who were out-
wardly in the utmost glory and sovereignty, who were queens
of the horizons and kings of the world. In the end, all of them
were effaced and obliterated. No mention, no name, and no
trace of them remained. Like the waves of the sea, they came
and went, and became lost without a trace.

5 However, every soul who entered the Kingdom and attained
the second birth and was quickened by the grace of the Holy
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Spirit - even though outwardly lowly like Mary Magdalene -
yet through the second birth became a bright star, shone from
the horizon of reality, and their traces, mention, lofty station
and sublime virtues remain eternal and established forever.

; I hope that thou too mayest become filled with joy and delight

from this brimming cup. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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ABO08144
To: Roberto Assagioli
Date: 1921-Mar-12
O thou seeker after truth! i b (gl

There are a great many communities in the world, and each has
its own animating principle. These principles are finite and lim-
ited, but the Word of God comprehendeth all true principles,
and deriveth moreover its enforcing power from the breaths
of the Holy Spirit. Hence It encompasseth and overshadoweth
each and all. Praise thou the Lord, that thou hast found this
unifying force, and connected thyself with this divine and all-
pervading power, and that thou hast been released from the
vain and idle imaginings of bygone ages, which are like unto
mouldering bones. Thou hast passed beyond the figurative,
and apprehended the truth. Render, therefore, a thousand
thanksgivings at every breath for having attained unto this
divine bestowal. The Glory of the Glories rest upon thee.
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ABO03635

To: Avaz Muhammad Sanai Sangsari
Date: 1921-Mar-17

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letter arrived. There is
absolutely no time to write even one word, yet this brief reply
is being written. I beseech the One whose favors are hidden
that you may be assisted in all good deeds and praiseworthy

services. And my hope is that universal peace will eventually
be established.

Each of the celestial stars has its own particular nature. This
earth, which is infinitely small in comparison, is not empty and
purposeless - how much more so these great luminous celestial
bodies! The Qur’an clearly states: “And among His signs is the
creation of the heavens and the earth, and the living creatures
He has scattered through them both.” It says “in them both”
not “in it” - clearly indicating that living creatures exist in
both, since “creature” refers to a living, moving being. Despite
this clarity, no one until now has noticed this.

Praise be to God that you are engaged and successful in educat-
ing and teaching children and youth. Forgiveness was sought
from the Threshold of the Ancient Beauty for your noble par-
ents.

As for the revelations of John, those twenty-four will all be
unveiled later - it is not possible now. Convey most glorious
greetings to all the friends. And upon you be the most glorious
glory.
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ABO05087

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Mar-17

O steadfast servant of the all-knowing God!

Multiple letters were received from you, and since my health
was poor, therefore the reply was delayed. I came to the city
of Tiberias to attend to the affairs of the friends in Adasiyyih
and arrange for their comfort and ease. Now this letter is being
written from this city.

Praise be to God, all the letters indicated the fellowship, love
and unity of the divine friends. This good news brought joy.
Supplications and entreaties were made at the Sacred Thresh-
old on your behalf, so that in all matters you may be assisted
by divine confirmations and always be the cause of unity and
spirituality among the friends and indeed the human world.

The convention established in Bombay will become the cause
of attraction of illumined hearts and will have great effects, for
it was the magnet of the favors of the Blessed Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones. Well done, well done!

5 Convey most glorious greetings to all the divine friends, espe-
cially to Ardeshir.
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ABU1810

Words to Anna Kunz, spoken on 1921-Mar-27 in Tiberias

The Master welcomed us heartily and said: “I was very glad
to hear of your coming. When all the people are negligent you
have been chosen by God. You came to the Holy Land, at-
tained to the pleasure of visiting the Holy Tomb and were able
to come and visit me here. How are the friends in America?”
We told the Master that the friends are well.
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We told the Master of a group of Jews who were on the boat
from Brindisi to Palestine. He said: “In their heavenly books
the prophets have spoken of the Day of the Lord, the Last Day,
and what they have spoken is all being realized in this day. The
Blessed Beauty sixty years ago in some of his tablets promised
the Jews that they would come back to the Holy Land and
what he said will be realized. The pavilion of the Lord will be
pitched on the mountain and this was fulfilled. The pavilion
of the Blessed Beauty was often pitched on Mount Carmel and
the plain and hills around Acca while he was a prisoner. He
was subject to two despotic kings and he was under severe
restrictions. When guards were placed at the gate everybody
was forbidden to meet him. But his pavilion was pitched on
the hills. He would go and spend some days in them, and yet
he was a prisoner.”

SW__v13#06 p.142-142

ABU0326

Words to Anna Kunz, spoken on 1921-Mar-28 in Tiberias

Looking at our children’s picture his beautiful face lighted up
and after looking at it for a long while he said: “They have
bright faces. They will be real Bahais because they will have
a Bahai education. They will become good Bahais.”

Question: “Science denies immortality. How does the prophet
know the contrary?”

The Master said: “Science does not know; but the Manifes-
tation makes discoveries with the power of the Spirit. For
instance: a philosopher with induction finds out a way. But
the prophet discerns with sight. A blind man has to find his
way with a stick from point to point; so a philosopher through
arguments from premises goes to conclusions, and not by sight.
But the Manifestations see with their inner eye (own eye); they
do not go from premises to conclusions. The prophets see many
things with their inner eye. They do not need to go by discov-
eries. The scientist with induction is like a blind man who
cannot see two steps ahead of him. The prophet sees a long
distance.”

Question: “Shall I find my mother again?”
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The Master said: “Certainly. Separation is only in the world
of bodies.”

Question: “Will the day come when all mankind will be able
to discern by sight?”

He said: “There will always be some. Only a special number
will have this attainment. As Christ said, ‘Many are called,
but few are chosen. It will always be so. The transformation
depends upon divine bounty. The mineral progresses in its own
world. But from the mineral to the vegetable it progressed only
by divine bounty. Also transformation from the vegetable to
the animal is God’s plan. Of itself the transformation cannot
take place. In the realm of men transformation is possible only
through another person.”

Question: “When people deny religion how shall we deal with
them?”

Answer: “You must be tolerant and patient, because the sta-
tion of sight is a station of bounty; it is not based on capacity.
They must be educated.”

Question: “What are the requisites for a successful meeting?”

Answer: “Before the meeting you must pray and supplicate for
divine assistance.”

Question: “Shall we devote much time to the study of philoso-
phy?77

Answer: “Everything must be done moderately. Excess is not
desirable. Do not go to extremes. Even in thinking do not go
to extremes but be moderate. If there is too much thinking
you will be unable to control your thoughts.”

I asked the Master to assist me in the physical sciences, in the
solution of problems. He said: “You will be able to solve these
problems.”

Addressing both of us: “You are confirmed. Another power
will help you,” - (besides the power of science).

Question: “Why so much evil in the world?”

Answer: “God has created a remedy for every disease. One
must apply the remedy. Now these patients run away from
the expert physician. They neglect him. Under inexperienced
physicians they get worse. The words of the religious leaders
have no influence, no effect. These physicians are more dis-
eased than their patients. The spiritual leaders now have no
faith, though they claim to have faith in order to secure their
positions.”
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Monday Afternoon at 4 o’clock:

We thanked the Master for the prayer revealed for our children.
He said: “It is for your sake that I wrote it.”

Question: “What is the best method to spread this Cause?”

Answer: “Explain the teachings, the principles of this Cause.
Some of them were revealed fifty years ago, some sixty years
ago. Fifty years ago there was no thought of universal peace
and arbitration. No one spoke of the oneness of religion and sci-
ence. Now many spread them in their own ways. I spread them
through numerous churches and papers in American; then also
in Europe.

“The word of God is powerful. It will come to pass.”

Question: “Should these principles be spread under the name
of Baha’Ullah and Abdul-Baha, or without these names?”

Answer: “In the beginning you should mention Baha’Ullah.
They are his and are spread by Abdul-Baha. When all the
world was in disorder, when warfare was prevailing in the
East and the West, Russia with Turkey, Persia with England
and Afghanistan, and Garibaldi was fighting, the Fast was
in intense darkness. There was prejudice of race and reli-
gion; national and political prejudice. The East was in in-
tense darkness; the horizon was very dark. And at such a time
Baha’Ullah arose and spread a set of teachings.”

Question: “The students in the schools have to study so many
subjects! There are arising more and more sciences. What
should be the remedy?”

Answer: “It is too much. One must be moderate in choosing
the number of subjects. When there are too many the result
is confusion. Moderation is necessary. For instance: if a man
has the power to carry a load of three hundred (pounds) he
no doubt would fall if we give him one thousand (pounds). He
cannot bear it. In the same way, one’s brain must not be over-
burdened. For instance: students should not have more than
six hours a day, lessons and preparations included. Otherwise
they will not succeed. The brain becomes tired.”

Monday Afternoon, March 28, 1921:

The Master: “This lake is very blessed. His holiness Christ and
the other prophets walked along its shore and were in commu-
nion with God all the time and spreading the divine teachings.
Now, praise be to God that you reached this land safely and
we met one another on the shore of this same lake! You will re-
ceive great results from this visit afterwards. You will become
the cause of the illumination of the world of humanity. You
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will release the hearts of the people from the intense darkness
of different prejudices, so that each soul may love all the people
of the world, without distinction. Just like a shepherd who is
affectionate to all his sheep, without preference or distinction,
you should be affectionate to all. You should not look at their
shortcomings. Consider that they are all created by God who
loves them all.”

SW_ v13#06 p.142-144, VLAB.028x, VLAB.099x

ABU2028

Words to Anna Kunz, spoken on 1921-Mar-29 in Tiberias

The Master: “You have been here three days. They are equal
to three years. In the Bible in the days of the Lord one day
was equal to one year. I hope that these three days are equal
to three years. Now you should go back in perfect harmony
and joy and with supreme glad tidings. You should gladden
the hearts with glad tidings of the Beauty of Abha. Say to the
friends: ‘The Kingdom of God has been opened to you. The
tree of life is yours. Heavenly graces are bestowed upon you.
The effulgence of the Sun of Truth is shed on you. God has
chosen you. This crown He has placed upon your head. This
eternal life has been given you. Turn day and night to the
Kingdome of Abha. Supplicate for boundless favors from that
Kingdom.

“I am praying every night and I supplicate and implore. I beg
of God to bestow upon you infinite grace so that all of us may
attain to the station of servitude, so that we may do as He
wishes us to do. We are all His servants, drawing light from
the Sun of Abha.”

SW_ v13#06 p.144
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AB08568

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Mar-29

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! All your letters are the
product of a sincere pen, for they indicate the unity of the
divine friends.

The letter from Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Ahmad Majdu’l-Atibba
that was enclosed with your letter has been answered and is
enclosed herewith; kindly deliver it.

Convey to all the divine friends, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
most wonderful and glorious greetings, especially to your es-
teemed brother Aqa Rashid. I hope that, through the favors
of the Blessed Beauty, he may show extraordinary valor in
fostering love and fellowship among the loved ones.
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ABO08979

To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1921-Apr-01

O beloved of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! At this moment, near the Holy
Shrine, I have taken in my own hands the vase which you had
sent as a memento of my journey to America, and placed it in
the Holy Shrine. This is a token of the love, illumination and
spirituality of you all. Whoever sees this vase will remember
you all and will supplicate boundless assistance and grace from
the Divine Kingdom.

Upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious!

SW__v124#12 p.202
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AB10990

To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1921-Apr-01

As to the question of Huquq: In no wise shouldst thou make
statements requiring any person to pay the Huquq. However,
if a devoted and self-sacrificing soul freely and spontaneously
offereth thee something in the name of Huquq or for the poor,
then thou mayest accept.

COC#1168x

AB04311

To: George O Latimer, in Portland, OR
Date: 1921-Apr-09

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Today the glance of the favor of His Holiness, Baha'u’llah is
directed to those souls who are full of the love of God, are
detached from self and passion and are reflectors of purity,
sanctity and piety.

Verily, verily thou art absolutely mindful of the Kingdom of
Abha. Thou hast no thought nor utterest any word unless in
spreading the breathings of God. Rest thou assured that thou
wilt be confirmed; thou wilt progress day by day, and wilt soar
to the apex of eternal glory!

Thou art observing that the emperors of the world disappear
and become extinct in a short time, while the sovereignty of
the friends of God is everlasting and their banner is waving at
the supreme apex. All the banners will ultimately be lowered,
while the Banner of God is raised higher and higher day by
day.

Convey to thy revered father and mother and also to others
the utmost respect and consideration on my behalf! I pray for
them and supplicate preexistent grace and a new bestowal for
them. What thou hast written about hukuk is correct.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal

BSTW#018
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AB01672

To: Fathullah (Sidih Isfahan) et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Apr-10

O servants of the Ancient Beauty! Your letter was received.
There is no time for a detailed reply, so I write briefly.
Praise be to God that those five brothers are believers and
assured ones, preserved and gathered under the shadow of
grace, encompassed by favors and touched by the breeze of
loving-kindness. As for the three blessed souls among the
brothers who have ascended to the Abha Kingdom, they were
accompanied by forgiveness and pardon, and in that endless
hidden world they are immersed in the ocean of favors, for
they ascended firm, steadfast, attracted and enkindled.

As for you two remaining brothers, namely Fath'ullah and
Muhammad-Rida, praise be to God you are also in the ut-
most joy and fragrance, firm and steadfast in the Cause of the
All-Merciful. Indeed you have endured many hardships and be-
come scattered, but this scattering leads to gathering and this
dispersion ends in a condition full of joy and fragrance. These
bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass. Be confident
in the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty. Days pass by -
if they pass in pleasure and joy they yield no result. Consider
that no joy and pleasure could be greater than the majesty
of Nasiri’d-Din Shah. You observed what that joy and plea-
sure led to. But if one encounters difficulties and hardships
in the path of the All-Merciful, that yields results. Whenever
‘Abdu’l-Baha recalls the days of supreme trials and tribula-
tions, joy and gladness appear, but He is never grateful for
days spent in comfort and ease. Therefore do not be sad - this
wandering is freedom. My hope is that one day I will meet
you, just as we shall meet with the utmost joy and fragrance
in the hidden world as well. Although you are bereft of wealth,
possessions, glory, riches and influence, praise be to God that
true wealth and eternal glory are ordained for you. And upon
you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Sadiq et al., in Isfahan
Date: 1921-Apr-18

O ye survivors of two holy and blessed souls! Your letter was
received. Its contents made clear and evident that through
the protection and help of the Ancient Beauty ye remain, af-
ter the passing of his honour Sadiq, the august martyr’s scion,
firm and steadfast in the Cause of God. Ye are related to that
servant of the Perspicuous Light, his honour Mishkin. That
illustrious soul spent his whole life in humble, self-effacing, lov-
ing and sincere devotion to the Cause of God. He was the
incarnation of spirit and the embodiment of light; and in out-
ward perfections was distinguished from all his contemporaries.
When he perfumed his nostrils with the sweet fragrance of the
All-Merciful, he became completely selfless and detached from
all else but the True One, sacrificing his own rest and comfort
in the path of God. He migrated from Iran to the territory of
the Ottomans, and, having dwelt for a while in ‘Iraq, hastened
to Rumelia. From thence he travelled to the Great City of
Istanbul, where he occupied himself with service. He became
famed throughout all parts, and was bound in fetters for his
love of God.

Being subsequently banished from the Great City, he attained
in Gallipoli the sacred presence of Baha’u’llah, and, accompa-
nying Him on His journey thence, passed his time on board
ship with the utmost joy and gladness. Upon our arrival in
‘Akka, he was borne off to Cyprus, and confined in the citadel
of Famagusta, where, under conditions of the utmost difficulty
and hardship, he remained long captive. When the island came
into the possession of the just state - that is to say, the English
government - he was set free. At once he hastened to the Most
Great Prison, and joined the companions of Baha’u’llah. Day
and night he was occupied in transcribing and arranging the
Sacred Tablets, and in producing calligraphic renderings of the
Greatest Name. These pieces spread throughout all parts, so
that in Iran and Turan, Europe and America, Asia and Africa
- there is no city where some example of his penmanship is not
to be found. Most of these pieces are of the Greatest Name.

One of the Persian ministers in Paris even related the following:
“Ere proceeding to Paris I first made a quick visit to Russia.
In the city of Moscow, I was in a state of the utmost sorrow,
pain and despair, until, upon entering the home of one of my
friends, a highly respectable personage, my eye fell upon a
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tableau suspended in the upper part of the room, which had
been executed with the utmost skill by his honour Mishkin. It
bore the words ‘Ya Baha'u’l-Abha!” When my gaze fell upon
the Greatest Name, occupying as it did the place of honour in
the room of this great personage, I was all at once overcome
by a feeling of immense joy and happiness. To this day the
memory of that joy and happiness abideth with me; nor shall
I ever forget it.” The person who related this was the minister
Mu’ayyiru’l-Mamalik, the son-in-law of Nasiri’d-Din Shah. He
attained the blessing of belief and certitude, and whilst in Paris
was occupied with various services.

Ye are likewise related to that brilliant candle, his honour
Sadiq. That blessed soul beheld his illustrious father, his hon-
our the Beloved of Martyrs, a sacrificial victim on the altar of
love. It is evident, therefore, what injuries he sustained. Yet
he remained under all circumstances patient, and in all tri-
als constant, until he took his flight unto the Abha Kingdom,
the infinite world. Ye are the relations of these two blessed
and holy souls, and very dear in the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I
therefore supplicate at the Blessed Threshold that, under the
shadow of God’s loving providence, and in the shelter of His
protection, ye may be shielded and preserved from all visita-
tions and afflictions, and that ye may keep the shining lamp
of those two illustrious souls ever luminous and refulgent; that
ye may follow their example, and be worthy offspring of those
illustrious forbears.

Firdawsi in the Shah-Namih saith of Kay-Khusraw:
“This happy one doth of two kings signs bewray:
Of Afrasiyab, likewise of Kavus-Kay.”

Upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious
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To: Afnan Alai, Habibullah et al., in Shiraz
Date: 1921-Apr-18

O branches of the Divine Lote Tree! Two letters from you were
received. Praise be to God, they were clear evidence of your
firmness and steadfastness in the Cause of the Gracious Lord.
Praise be to God, you are engaged in services at the House
and are confirmed with this great bounty, and you are men-
tioned in the Abha Kingdom and accepted in the presence of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. Know the value of this divine favor and arise in
thanksgiving to the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones.

Praise be to God, the fame of the Cause of God has encom-
passed East and West, and the banner of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha
waves in the Orient and Occident. Henceforth your labor will
greatly increase due to the multitude of visitors. From now on
you must prepare yourselves so that all pilgrims and visitors
may attain the utmost joy, delight, spirit and fragrance.

It is hoped that the teachers in that region and land will be con-
firmed in outstanding services. His honor Munir is a brilliant
star in the ethereal realm. He has truly served as he should.
His honor Natiq is a radiant lamp, striving to guide souls. His
honor Nush, with sincere intention, penetrating thought and
luminous countenance, is engaged in guiding souls. Know the
worth of these teachers, for they are sacrificing their lives in
the Cause of God. Any teacher who conducts himself accord-
ing to divine counsels and exhortations is a brilliant star in the
horizon of favor.

Regarding the slight differences between you and the Spiritual
Assembly, these have been referred to Mirza Muhammad-Baqir
Khan, that he may resolve them with the utmost joy and fra-
grance and become the cause of comfort and tranquility of
hearts, for differences day by day become the cause of discord.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Rustam Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd

Date: 1921-Apr-18

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, bl

Thy musk-scented letter was noted. The divine fragrances
could be inhaled therefrom. Praise be to God, the All-Knowing,
that He made those pure souls radiant and caused their hearts
and souls to become luminous and resplendent. This is the
power of the Covenant, which is among the great gifts of the
Lord of the Dayspring. May you remain safe and protected in
the shelter of God. Convey my greetings and love to all the
friends.
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Date: 1921-Apr-19

O my God, my God! Not a day passes over ‘Abdu’l-Baha but
some overwhelming calamity befalls Him, and no night rolls by
save that He receives tidings of some grievous tribulation that
rends asunder the hearts, dissolves the souls, draws forth tears
and raises lamentations.

O Lord! Verily, this exalted Branch from the Tree of Supreme
Martyrdom, the Beloved of Martyrs, has been buffeted by tem-
pests and struck by storms until the hand of destiny uprooted
him and the force of his appointed time cast him down. O
Lord! This Branch was verdant, fresh and flourishing through
the outpourings of Thy grace’s clouds, swaying in the breeze
wafting from the direction of Thy favors. He bore tribulations
in Thy path and remained patient through hardships in Thy
love.

Lord! The oppressors stripped him of his possessions and be-
longings through injustice, enmity, tyranny and transgression.
They ceaselessly assailed him with arrows, blades and spears
during his lifetime, stinging him with sharp tongues, while
the base ones tormented him with taunts and blame, never
relenting in their persecution nor ceasing their oppression and
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hostility. Yet he remained patient in the face of trials, grate-
ful through tribulations, and dignified among the people. No
blame of any critic nor authority of any scoffer could move him.
Rather, he remained as firm as mountains despite the oppres-
sion of the misguided ones, ever calling upon Thee in complete
supplication and devotion, saying: “Praise be to Thee, O my
God, for having made me heir to the Beloved of Martyrs and
the recipient of Thy mercy in this city that manifests hatred
and rancor. Lord! Make me patient under Thy trials, grateful
for Thy decree, and steadfast in Thy Covenant and Testament.
Let not the onslaught of doubts shake me, nor the calumnies
of the sanctimonious cause my feet to slip. Rather, let me rend
asunder the veils and witness the lights of Thy Beauty from
the Kingdom of Signs.”

O Lord! The veiled ones murmur night and day, and the
covenant-breakers wish morning and evening. Make me there-
fore a mighty bulwark against these adversaries and an impreg-
nable fortress resisting the power of the ignoble ones. Protect
me from every sinful transgressor, from every slanderous, vile
impostor and violator who fears not the Day of Reckoning.
Lord! Make firm my steps upon the path, strengthen me on
the way of salvation, and make me among Thy sincere servants
in the days of life and among those who attain Thy favors after
death.

5 Lord! Shower upon me the rain of Thy mercy, immerse me

in the seas of Thy forgiveness, illumine my face with the light
of Thy pardon and bounty, build for me an inhabited house
in the precincts of Thy mercy, raise me to the kingdom of
favors, and deliver me from the punishment of the tyrannical
and oppressive chiefs, that I may find rest in the shade of the
tree of Thy mercy and take refuge in the cave of Thy oneness.
Lord! I am poor - enrich me from the treasure of Thy Kingdom;
I am captive - set me free; I am broken - heal me, O Physician
of my spirit, heart and soul, and raise me to the kingdom of
Thy mercy.

; Lord! He has left children and grandchildren - protect them

through Thy help and guardianship, watch over them with
the glances of Thy divine eyes, and aid them to follow their
distinguished father until they remain firm in the faith and
avoid the people of error and transgression. Guard them from
the evil of the people of doubts that they may become signs
of guidance among mankind and branches of that Tree which
was cut down in Thy path by the swords of oppression and
hatred, that their character may match their lineage and they
may become true secrets of their fathers and forefathers. Make
their connection a real relationship, not merely an outward one,
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lest it be said, “O Noah! He is not of thy household, for his
conduct is unrighteous.” O Lord! Aid them, strengthen them,
and assist them against the heedless people.

O Lord! This noble branch from that exalted tree was a faith-
ful servant at the threshold of Thy Lordship and turned his
face with sincerity toward Thy glorious countenance. Envelop
him, therefore, with Thy manifest grace, that he may attain
supreme triumph and be immersed in the ocean of lights in
the world of mysteries, attain the highest paradise, enjoy the
garden of refuge, and, like unto the birds upon the branches
of the divine Lote-Tree, warble Thy praise and glorification.
Verily, Thou art the Forgiver, verily Thou art the Pardoner,
verily Thou art the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.
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To: Mirza Abdu’l-Baha (Bushruyih), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)
Date: 1921-Apr-19

O ‘Abdu’l-Baha! You share my name and are my compan-
ion in servitude at the Sacred Threshold. This servant’s ul-
timate hope is that we may embrace the friends and, united
and agreed, in complete evanescence and selflessness engage in
servitude at the Divine Threshold. Let us gird ourselves with
this supreme gift and stand tall until no trace of self remains,
becoming completely effaced and eradicated. This is the great-
est desire, the ultimate goal, the Sadratu’l-Muntaha and the
Masjidu’l-Agsa. May God assist you and me in attaining this
great bounty and mighty gift.

Your letter arrived and indicated that the friends of God in
those regions are playing the psalms of the House of David
and passing their time chanting new melodies in praise of the
Glorious Lord. Praise be to God that through the efforts of
His Excellency Khalilu’r-Rahman, Faran is effervescent, and
through the attraction of Jinab-i-Mir Vali Aqa, Bishruyih is
full of glad tidings. The Word of God is spreading, and the
Best of Villages has become the Mother of Villages. The divine
school is established and the Teacher of Love is engaged in
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lessons and instruction, and you are occupied with teaching
God’s newcomers - a praiseworthy and acceptable deed.

Convey greetings, praise, longing and kindness on behalf
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali, Jinab-i-
Mulla Nasru’llah, Jinab-i-Mulla ‘Abdu’llah, Jinab-i-Mulla
‘Abdu’l-Vahhab, Jinab-i-Mulla Asadu’llah, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali, Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Nuru’llah, Jinab-i-Aqa Jalal, Jinab-i-Aqa Nasru’llah, Jinab-
i-Aga Habibu’llah, Jinab-i-Ghulam Husayn, Jinab-i-Aqga
Masihu’llah, Jinab-i-Aga Rahmatu’llah, and all the friends
and handmaidens of God, and the sanctified gathering, and
the handmaiden of God the sister, and the sons of Aqa
Ni'matu’llah and Aqa Nasru’llah, and the companion, and
the young girls, and Ghulam Husayn, and Asadu’llah, and
Tahirih, and Khanum Aqa, and Qudsiyyih, and Ruha, and
Husayn Aqa, and other boys and girls, and His Holiness
Haji Muhammad-‘Ali, descendant of those who survived the
fortress - to all of them.

‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicates and implores at the Threshold of
Baha on behalf of these souls and seeks heavenly confirmations.
All are in sight and before my eyes. My spirit be sacrificed for
the loved ones of Baha and my soul be sacrificed for their at-
traction and enkindlement. Today is the day of proclamation
and this age is the age of sacrifice. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.

His Holiness Mu’ayyadu’l-Hukama, praise be to God, is con-
firmed with all power in the supreme spirituality and is in the
utmost joy and attraction. My hope is that such radiance will
encompass him and his wife that they will shine forth like two
bright candles. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09950

To: Hizari, Ardishir Jamshid Farsi et al., in Qazvin

Date: 1921-Apr-19

O two faithful servants of the Lord! Your letter was received. ol 5 Ada  ads,l Ol (a3

From the dawning-place of its words, the light of love shone
forth and became the cause of joy to the longing ones. You
had asked permission to attain the presence - permission is
granted. Convey utmost love and yearning greetings to dear
brother Rashid, and give glad-tidings of boundless favors to
the cherished handmaiden of God, Firuzih. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB10896

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Dihqan, in Shiraz
Date: 1921-Apr-19

O illumined youth! Your letter dated February 10, 1921 was
received....

Regarding the upheaval about which you wrote - turmoil exists
in all the atoms of the world. The loved ones of God must
maintain complete composure, calm and dignity. They must

have no ill-feeling toward any group among the people of Iran.

They must be kind to all and strive with utmost power for the
reconstruction of sore-ravaged Iran....
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AB12346

To: Kostlin, Anna et al., in Esslingen
Date: 1921-Apr-22

O servants of the Kingdom of God! Give thanks unto God
that He has chosen you for service to the Kingdom of God and
enabled you to become the cause of sight and hearing for souls,
to promote the divine teachings, to awaken the slumberers, to
quicken the dead, and to spread the divine fragrances.

Holy souls and sanctified spirits from the Abha Kingdom praise
your services and give you the glad-tidings of eternal life. In
truth, you are the gardeners in the divine garden, training
the trees of human souls and bringing forth many flowers of
delightful hue and fragrance in the garden of the Kingdom.

I pray for you and supplicate divine confirmations. Upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.571-572

AB04906

To: Nushiravan Mihraban et al.
Date: 1921-Apr-23

O dear friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Rustam Bahmard requested
the writing of this letter. When I read your blessed names, I
was moved to joy and delight that praise be to God, the Persian
friends are successful in friendship and truthfulness, and with

heart and soul desire peace and reconciliation for all people.

They have pure hearts and radiant souls. I beseech the court
of the Desired One and know you as helpers and companions
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

O peerless Lord! Make Dinyar Bahram joyous and grant him
rest in the shade of the tree of pardon and forgiveness. Turn
his night into day and make his day victorious, that he may
find shelter in the proximity of the Most Great Mercy.
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ABO05083

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Apr-23

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! All these letters which
you send are the cause of spirit and fragrance, for they demon-
strate firmness in the Covenant and humility and submissive-
ness among the friends. Whosoever desires to be first among
you must be last. This is the way and path of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
This is the ultimate desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha - to be a true ser-
vant of the divine friends. Convey loving greetings to each and
every one of the friends individually.

You wrote that you went to Poona and were present in the
gathering of the friends and were blessed to inhale the holy
fragrances and found utmost joy in meeting one another. Jinab-
i-Aga Khusraw truly embodies the spirit of kindness and is
manifest light. I am pleased with them in every way. Every
week they arrange a spiritual gathering and engage in guiding
souls.

Convey my greetings and longing to all the relatives, especially
to Jinab-i-Ardishir Khudadad.
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ABO05871

To: Hurmuzdiyar Bahram et al.
Date: 1921-Apr-23

O ye friends of heart and soul! This servant of the Threshold
giveth thanks to God that ye are the manifestations of divine
confirmation and success, and that from among all humanity
God hath awakened and chosen you, that like flowers in a
meadow ye might blossom in the spiritual spring breeze and
diffuse the musk-laden fragrance of the Most Great Guidance.

In gratitude for this bounty, ye must show the utmost steadfast-
ness and firmness in this precious Faith and conduct yourselves
according to the divine teachings.
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ABO7755

To: Unknown, in Taft
Date: 1921-Apr-23

O kind Lord! These pure souls have hastened to the celestial
world and soared to the hidden realm of the kingdom of mys-
teries. O pure God! This band of lovers had set their faces
towards Thee. Enamored of Thy locks, they communed with
Thee day and night, and in the garden of Thy love, they raised
their sweet melodies.

O kind Lord! Forgive their shortcomings, grant them refuge,
make them joyous, illumine their faces, perfume their nostrils,
and bestow upon them a seat in the assemblage of splendor.
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AB11711

To: Farant, Jalal Bashir Rahmani et al.
Date: 1921-Apr-24

O enchanted one of the countenance of Baha! Your letter of 15
Sha’ban 1339 arrived and the flowing verses were read. It was
the surging of the ocean of love and the roaring of the whale
of the love of God. It had a powerful effect - it was the melody
of the Feast of Ridvan and the song of pure hearts to the loved
ones of the All-Merciful.

A letter has been written and is enclosed. Please convey my
apologies for not writing separate letters, as there is no time
and it is impossible.
Now you must be engaged in service during his absence until
he returns.

His Excellency the Shah is departing.
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Convey my utmost kindness to the handmaiden of God
Khayru’-Nisa and Vajdiyyih and Muhammad Aqa the servant.
If T had time I would write a letter to each one. Convey
my utmost love and longing to Aga Mirza Aga Jan and his
noble sons, and deliver profound greetings and messages to
Mulla Haji Husayn and Aqa Jan and Mirza ‘Abbas and Mirza
‘Abdu’r-Rahim.

I long for them all and pray for divine confirmations and suc-
cess from the Luminary of the horizons. It is certain that the
glance of favor will encompass them and the holy breaths will
bestow new life upon their hearts. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB01896

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Apr-25

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter dated 10 Jamadiyu’l-
Avval 1339 was received. You had mentioned your errors and
transgressions. We are all sinners, but God is the Compassion-
ate, the Forgiving. We are immersed in transgression, but the
ocean of pardon and forgiveness is boundless. What fear has
he of the ocean’s waves who has Noah for his helmsman? We
place no trust in our own deeds and actions, but rather in the
grace and favor of the Lord. But I bear witness regarding you
that you have no purpose save the good-pleasure of God, no
desire save the welfare of all. My hope is that until your last
breath you will be confirmed in a goodly end.

Various factions have laid waste to Iran. We pray on behalf of
the government that it may succeed in unifying these different
factions into one party and bring an end to this disorder and
chaos.

Multiple letters were written to ‘Ishqabad and their receipt was
confirmed. Praise be to God, the friends of God are in perfect
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harmony and unity, and compared to before have found rest
and comfort and are occupied in servitude to the Divine Unity.

In all your letters you mention the friends with utmost love,
and likewise praise the handmaidens of the Merciful, all of
whose purpose and aim is to sacrifice their lives in the path
of the Lord. And likewise you seek forgiveness for those who
have hastened from this world to the next. And I too, with
utmost supplication and imploring and utter helplessness and
lamentation, pray at the Court of the Self-Sufficient and be-
seech pardon and forgiveness for myself and others.

5 Convey to Haji Ghulam-Rida my utmost love and kindness.

My hope is that this servant of God will, like an immovable
mountain, find firmness and steadfastness in service.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12416

To: Najjar, Ustad Ibrahim brother of Ustad Isma’il, in Qumrud

Date: 1921-Apr-25

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Praise be to God, its contents were pleasing and indicative of
the services thou hast rendered for nineteen years in Qamrud
and Qum. Praise God that thou hast been assisted and con-
firmed in educating Baha’i children. This is a great bounty -
know thou its worth and strive day and night that thou mayest
progress moment by moment.

Convey my greetings and love to thy five daughters - Tal’at,
Qudsiyyih, Khanum-‘Ata, Malihih and Shamsiyyih - and like-
wise to Aqa Shukru’llah who, praise be to God, is also engaged
in service at the school, and also extend my greetings to his
honored wife. It is hoped that through the efforts of the friends
of God a school will once again be established in Qamrud. Con-
vey my greetings also to Ustad Isma’il-i-Najjar.
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And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09608

To: Naddaf Qumi, Ali Muhammad et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Apr-25

...O my God! T supplicate and beseech Thy Kingdom of forgive-
ness and the Dominion of Thy might and power to encompass
these souls with Thy pardon and bounty, and aid them in the
shelter of Thy great mercy and the refuge of Thy mighty gift.
O Lord! These were captives of Thy love, were poor at the
gate of Thy riches, and were lowly in the court of Thy glory.
They placed their trust in Thee and beseeched before Thee,
and their spirits hastened in longing for Thy presence. There-
fore, make them signs of Thy forgiveness and standards of Thy
pardon, and establish them in the gathering of divine manifes-
tation, immersed in the seas of light in the world of mysteries.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Omnipotent.
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AB01565

To: Doctor Habibullah Muayyid son of Khudabakhsh, in Baghdad

Date: 1921-Apr-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! It is as thou didst write
that the Day of Manifestation brings forth abundant bounty
on one hand, and on the other hand trials and tests for souls
lacking understanding. However, for those who are steadfast
it is an arena of sacrifice and a divine altar of offering.

2 The martyrdom of Mirza Ya’qub has again confined Ya’qub to

the house of sorrows and cast all the friends into intense grief.
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But for that pure soul this martyrdom was the very essence of
joy and a bounty from the bounties of the Divine Unity.

And assuredly it will soon create such a spirit and fragrance in
Kermanshah that even the enemies will cry out in lamentation,
saying: “Would that the rabble had not undertaken this heart-
rending oppression!” For it produced the opposite effect - it
was thought it would cause extinction, but this blood surged
forth and produced attraction and warmth, becoming the cause
of intensifying the fire of the love of God. “They desire to
extinguish God’s light with their mouths, but God will perfect
His light and spread His fragrances and exalt His remembrance
throughout the worlds.”

This supreme martyrdom is the cause of the greatest victory.
That crimson blood will ultimately transform that city into a
supreme paradise.

Physicians maintain that blood has great potency - wherever
it is poured at the foot of a tree, that tree becomes more vig-
orous and yields boundless blossoms and fruits. This is the
effect of animal blood - then imagine how much such blessed
human blood at the foot of the Blessed Tree will cause strength,
growth, blossoms and fruits.

i Especially since that radiant youth had the utmost desire for

sacrifice, and his loving spiritual mother, although she held her
young son dearer than her sweet life, had yearned to see the
garment of that precious one stained with crimson blood in
the path of God. What power is this, what self-sacrifice, what
offering and what rejoicing!

And soon thou shalt see the greatest signs appear to all from
this martyrdom in the field of sacrifice. Console all the friends
and give them the glad tidings of divine bestowal.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03868

Date: 1921-Apr-28

O Thou Most High and Lord of sacrifice and offering in the
Most Glorious Kingdom!

Thy servant Ya’qub followed Thy example and hastened to the
place of sacrifice with a heart drawn to the infinite Kingdom. O
Lord, he yearned to shed his blood upon the earth on the Day of
Return and pour out his spirit in the field of faithfulness until
the soil was reddened with his flowing blood before all. His
body lay stretched upon the ground, his heart wounded from
stabbing, his breast lacerated from bullets, while the enemies
attacked with all tyranny and excess upon the body cast down
in the dust.

Praise be to Thee, my God, for having enabled him to achieve
this great martyrdom and making him a sign of sacrifice in the
field of faithfulness out of love for Thy beauty, O Most Glorious
Beauty! O Lord, make him a star rising in the highest horizon,
a lamp shining in the glass of eternity, and a blessed tree in
the realm of dust, adorned with the flowers of Thy greatest gift
and the fruits of the Sidrat al-Muntaha.

Pour forth solace and patience upon his loving mother who
wished for the martyrdom of the apple of her eye and piece
of her heart - wounded, injured, slain upon the earth in Thy
path, O Lord of Lords! Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
Thou art the Great, verily Thou art the Most Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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AB08650

To: Fozdar, Shirin daughter of Mihraban Bihjat, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Apr-28

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter was received. Its contents were most sweet and
pleasing, for thou seekest spiritual progress and advancement
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for thyself and the friends in Bombay. The poetry which thou
hadst composed in English was eloquent and articulate. My
hope is that day by day thy natural talent may advance and
that the most wondrous meanings may flow from thy creative
faculty.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04532

To: As-Shaykh Muhi-id-Din At-Tirablusi, in Jaffa
Date: 1921-Apr-29

O distinguished and esteemed one! I received with all respect
your luminous letter and carefully considered its wonderful
meanings. 1 was delighted by its eloquent and profound expres-
sions which indicated faithfulness, purity of heart and stead-
fastness in love. By your life, in this age those who are steadfast
in love are rarer than the greatest elixir. We praise and thank
God that He has shown us in these lands a distinguished person
who is firm in love.

> For when love is superficial, arising from natural feelings, it
can hardly be sincere love. But when it springs from divine
grace - “He loves them and they love Him” and are “merciful
amongst themselves” - there is no doubt that it is real and
sincere, hardly changing with the passing of centuries and ages.

Therefore be assured that my heart is pledged to love. I wish
for steadfastness in faithfulness to all eternity, whether in this
first life or in the next life. And upon you be greetings and
praise.

I request you to convey to His Honor the Justice of the Peace,
Raghib Effendi Khalidi who was in Haifa, my longing and firm-
ness in the Covenant. And upon you both be greetings and
praise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Apr-29

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter dated 19 Jamadi’l-Avval
1339 arrived. Since another letter was written these past few
days, the response to this letter will be brief.

Jinab-i-Mirza Murtada, the Mullazadih of Tabriz, is in truth a
tranquil soul and receives divine confirmations. However, His
Holiness the glorious martyr, the divine sacrifice, Jinab-i-Mirza
Ya’qub Muttahidih, raised such a banner in the field of sacrifice
that it will wave with the divine fragrances forever. He lit such
a bright lamp that its rays reach the Supreme Concourse. A
prayer was offered to the Divine Threshold in remembrance of
that noble soul and was sent to Kermanshah.

O Amin! The earth is in turmoil, yet praise be to God, the
manifest banner waves at the highest zenith. Convey loving
greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the friends of God.

Your letters are filled with mention of the friends of God and re-
quests for forgiveness for those who have ascended. In the Holy
Shrine, with utmost humility, I beseech assistance and bounty
for the friends and seek pardon and forgiveness for those who
have ascended to God.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Teachers of Tarbiyat School et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Apr-29

O ye teachers of the Tarbiyat School for girls! Your letter hath
been received and its perusal brought infinite joy; for praise
be to God, through the protection and help vouchsafed by the
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Blessed Beauty, ye have been enabled to make the girl children
aware of the manifest verses of the Most Holy Lord.

No greater service can be imagined, in this day, than the edu-
cation and training of Baha'i children as it ought to be done,
inasmuch as this service is like unto gardening in the Divine
orchard. I fervently hope that ye may be graciously aided to
befittingly succeed in this endeavour, so that these children
may be trained and nurtured according to the divine Teach-
ings, that each one may grow to become even as a fruitful tree,
and become conducive to benefits and good results.

3 There is no time to write more. Upon ye rest the Glory of the
Lord, the All-Glorious!
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To: Jean B Masson
Date: 1921-Apr-29

O herald of the Kingdom! Thy letter was received, and from
its contents it became evident that thou art engaged in the
composition of a book in refutation of him who hath opposed
the Truth.

Thou hadst asked how the blessed Name of His Holiness
Baha’u’llah, and likewise the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, should be
written in English. Write them in this manner: Baha ‘Ullah
and Mashreq ‘Ul-Azkar.

It is my hope that thou mayest succeed in writing thy book.
However, the language should be moderate, tempered, and
infinitely courteous. Look not at the language used by that
hostile writer, for he was prejudiced and unrefined. Any per-
son with the slightest degree of fairness will understand that

his writing is totally biased and inspired by enmity. This is
enough proof that what he hath written is spurious.

And upon thee be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
BRL_ATE#194x, COMP_DEFENCE#19x, COC#2218x, SW_ v12#10 p.168
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To: Aqa Murtida Mullazadih Tabrizi, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Apr-29

O you who composes prose and poetry! May God bless you for
extracting the most subtle meanings and arranging them into
poems like precious pearls and prose like strands of luminous
gems! Well done, well done to you, O spiritual teacher, for how
the Spirit of the All-Merciful has confirmed you!

Indeed, Abdullah Shalmaghani spoke with the most wondrous
meanings and clearly foretold the appearance of the radiant
Light from the Iranian horizon. But the oppressors and the
contemptible, base betrayers shed his blood and attributed to
him a great calumny and killed him with great injustice. But
God cleared him of the calumny and ordained for him spirit
and fragrance, and now he is in enduring bliss and a noble
station. May God increase his rank in the world of eternity
and bestow upon him blessings and bounties.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Words spoken in May1921 in Haifa/Akka

Say to this convention that never since the beginning of time
has a convention of more importance been held. This conven-
tion stands for the oneness of humanity. It will become the
cause of the removal of hostilities between the races. It will
become the cause of the enlightenment of America. It will, if
wisely managed and continued, check the deadly struggle be-
tween these races, which otherwise will inevitably break out.

SW_ v12#06 p.115
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To: Mr A A Dan Zidgiz, in Holland
Date: 1921-May-01

O thou distinguished personage, thou seeker after truth! Thy
letter of 4 April 1921, hath been read with love.

The existence of the Divine Being hath been clearly estab-
lished, on the basis of logical proofs, but the reality of the
Godhead is beyond the grasp of the mind. When thou dost
carefully consider this matter, thou wilt see that a lower plane
can never comprehend a higher. The mineral kingdom, for ex-
ample, which is lower, is precluded from comprehending the
vegetable kingdom; for the mineral, any such understanding
would be utterly impossible. In the same way, no matter how
far the vegetable kingdom may develop, it will achieve no con-
ception of the animal kingdom, and any such comprehension
at its level would be unthinkable, for the animal occupieth a
plane higher than that of the vegetable: this tree cannot con-
ceive of hearing and sight. And the animal kingdom, no matter
how far it may evolve, can never become aware of the reality of
the intellect, which discovereth the inner essence of all things,
and comprehendeth those realities which cannot be seen; for
the human plane as compared with that of the animal is very
high. And although these beings all co-exist in the contingent
world, in each case the difference in their stations precludeth
their grasp of the whole; for no lower degree can understand a
higher, such comprehension being impossible.

The higher plane, however, understandeth the lower. The an-
imal, for instance, comprehendeth the mineral and vegetable,
the human understandeth the planes of the animal, vegetable
and mineral. But the mineral cannot possibly understand the
realms of man. And notwithstanding the fact that all these
entities co-exist in the phenomenal world, even so, no lower
degree can ever comprehend a higher.

Then how could it be possible for a contingent reality, that is,
man, to understand the nature of that pre-existent Essence, the
Divine Being? The difference in station between man and the
Divine Reality is thousands upon thousands of times greater
than the difference between vegetable and animal. And that
which a human being would conjure up in his mind is but the
fanciful image of his human condition, it doth not encompass
God’s reality but rather is encompassed by it. That is, man
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graspeth his own illusory conceptions, but the Reality of Divin-
ity can never be grasped: It, Itself, encompasseth all created
things, and all created things are in Its grasp. That Divinity
which man doth imagine for himself existeth only in his mind,
not in truth. Man, however, existeth both in his mind and in
truth; thus man is greater than that fanciful reality which he
is able to imagine.

The furthermost limits of this bird of clay are these: he can
flutter along for some short distance, into the endless vast; but
he can never soar upward to the Sun in the high heavens. We
must, nevertheless, set forth reasoned or inspired proofs as to
the existence of the Divine Being, that is, proofs commensurate
with the understanding of man.

It is obvious that all created things are connected one to an-
other by a linkage complete and perfect, even, for example, as
are the members of the human body. Note how all the mem-
bers and component parts of the human body are connected
one to another. In the same way, all the members of this end-
less universe are linked one to another. The foot and the step,
for example, are connected to the ear and the eye; the eye must
look ahead before the step is taken. The ear must hear before
the eye will carefully observe. And whatever member of the
human body is deficient, produceth a deficiency in the other
members. The brain is connected with the heart and stomach,
the lungs are connected with all the members. So is it with
the other members of the body.

And each one of these members hath its own special function.
The mind force — whether we call it pre-existent or contingent —
doth direct and co-ordinate all the members of the human body,
seeing to it that each part or member duly performeth its own
special function. If, however, there be some interruption in
the power of the mind, all the members will fail to carry out
their essential functions, deficiencies will appear in the body
and the functioning of its members, and the power will prove
ineffective.

Likewise, look into this endless universe: a universal power
inevitably existeth, which encompasseth all, directing and reg-
ulating all the parts of this infinite creation; and were it not for
this Director, this Co-ordinator, the universe would be flawed
and deficient. It would be even as a madman; whereas ye can
see that this endless creation carrieth out its functions in per-
fect order, every separate part of it performing its own task
with complete reliability, nor is there any flaw to be found in

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3555 ble o)l cage &1 by ool
Ll;ob:l{,@\.h;.oul{@ﬁ&
O ey 0L & g Cid
oLl Ll i s & 3)ls 5 s
u“,u’aci”ﬁir’biwbé”s Sy o
§ ol angpy cids OF 51 Gl 0L
JJJ;“’:

Ay ) Ol eolae cud) A gl oAb
ST 23l ey s 15 Dy 1y (Plsel
aalb) L e #dsl b Sy ol foitns
Shysl jda gu 258 4sl) C,;Js)l\ Sy
Sl

i&h,:/au{@af@\f\}g\
5 & Sl Kon sliael oo o L)) o
ool Loz o U85 Gl Kos ol Lias
i& &= Plasl 08 o el ;““; Y
g et b2 r-‘sﬂig*i‘ ol b3
Al oyl p B Ly o Al ol ol
08 G al s b agh o
30 Il e s a3l ol LT eln)
sdre 5 iy Lo s E«-La.: 55 el 5ad

C««ﬂw\@sh/ T g el

Lasl ol 31 K p oy Lael Sl e
S5 E ol Bl o O oyls Seih,
Oldl clael &= ;J.o 3 e Sl ol
faiby plis) Sl Las) 31 K 8 b el
o i o 0T 5> STUI Ak g2 55
s el by ) 5 Las) o 2L
Jo Las) b 0Ll om 55 5 asla3ly

AL w05k 2l
LU i (2Ll 08 G 4 i
Col bz § il 3 e S4E 205 Y
Al 085 ol sl &= e 5 e
055 dl Sy pde g e o Sy
s plole s 052 hin ooy
plax) b s (Aol 087 ) 8 wilens
cally Ol b o sl 51 K a g
s Jo Tl s )l g2 1) 55

50

ot

-3



Vol. 178: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part I (Jan-Jul)

AB00103

all its workings. Thus it is clear that a Universal Power ex-
isteth, directing and regulating this infinite universe.
rational mind can grasp this fact.

Every

Furthermore, although all created things grow and develop, yet
are they subjected to influences from without. For instance,
the sun giveth heat, the rain nourisheth, the wind bringeth
life, so that man can develop and grow. Thus it is clear that
the human body is under influences from the outside, and that
without those influences man could not grow. And likewise,
those outside influences are subjected to other influences in
their turn. For example, the growth and development of a hu-
man being is dependent upon the existence of water, and water
is dependent upon the existence of rain, and rain is dependent
upon the existence of clouds, and clouds are dependent upon
the existence of the sun, which causeth land and sea to produce
vapour, the condensation of vapour forming the clouds. Thus
each one of these entities exerteth its influence and is likewise
influenced in its turn. Inescapably then, the process leadeth to
One Who influenceth all, and yet is influenced by none, thus
severing the chain. The inner reality of that Being, however,
is not known, although His effects are clear and evident.

) And further, all created beings are limited, and this very lim-

itation of all beings proveth the reality of the Limitless; for
the existence of a limited being denoteth the existence of a
Limitless One.

To sum it up, there are many such proofs, establishing the
existence of that Universal Reality. And since that Reality
is pre-existent, It is untouched by the conditions that govern
phenomena; for whatever entity is subject to circumstances
and the play of events is contingent, not pre-existent. Know
then: that divinity which other communions and peoples have
conjured up, falleth within the scope of their imagination, and
not beyond it, whereas the reality of the Godhead is beyond
all conceiving.

2 As to the Holy Manifestations of God, They are the focal points

where the signs, tokens and perfections of that sacred, pre-
existent Reality appear in all their splendour. They are an
eternal grace, a heavenly glory, and on Them dependeth the
everlasting life of humankind. To illustrate: the Sun of Truth
dwelleth in a sky to which no soul hath any access, and which
no mind can reach, and He is far beyond the comprehension of
all creatures. Yet the Holy Manifestations of God are even as
a looking-glass, burnished and without stain, which gathereth
streams of light out of that Sun, and then scattereth the glory
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over the rest of creation. In that polished surface, the Sun
with all Its majesty standeth clearly revealed. Thus, should
the mirrored Sun proclaim, ‘I am the Sun!” this is but truth;

and should It cry, ‘I am not the Sun!” this is the truth as well.

And although the Day-Star, with all Its glory, Its beauty, Its
perfections, be clearly visible in that mirror without stain, still
It hath not come down from Its own lofty station in the realms
above, It hath not made Its way into the mirror; rather doth
It continue to abide, as It will forever, in the supernal heights
of Its own holiness.

And further, all the earth’s creatures require the bounty of
the sun, for their very existence is dependent upon solar light
and heat. Should they be deprived of the sun, they would be
wiped out. This is the being with God, as referred to in the
Holy Books: man must be with his Lord.

It is clear, then, that the essential reality of God is revealed
in His perfections; and the sun, with its perfections, reflected
in a mirror, is a visible thing, an entity clearly expressing the
bounty of God.

My hope is that thou wilt acquire a perceptive eye, a hearing
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To: Ali Asghar son of Mir Amir Khan, in Nayriz
Date: 1921-May-01

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
the descendants of His Holiness Mir Amiri are mentioned at the
Sacred Threshold and are near and considered at the Divine
Court. However, the cutting off of routes for a time became an
obstacle, and later endless occupations and troubles became
barriers, otherwise the love and kindness has been and will
be all-encompassing at all times. Be assured. Convey utmost
kindness on my behalf to the honored maidservant of God, the
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mother, and to the attracted maidservant of God, Khanum
Firdaws. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Prayer for Forgiveness for the Distinguished Mir Amir Khan.
Upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious.

O my Mighty Lord! Verily Your servant Mir Amir has become
distressed in this first life and has flown with the wing of pros-
perity to Your Kingdom in the next life. Therefore, O my
God, seat the Amir upon the throne of eternal glory, give him
to drink from the pure water in the ethereal kingdom, ordain
for him an elevated station in the eternal life, cause him to
enter the Garden of Paradise under the shade of the Tree of
Pardon and Forgiveness, and immortalize him in Your highest
Paradise, blessed with abundant bounties, and grant him an
exalted station. Verily You are the Pardoning, the Forgiving,
the Mighty, the Loving.
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AB12398

To: Schwarz, Albert et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-May-02

O ye beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Bahal

Ye have taken upon yourselves the task of publishing the Baha’i
magazine, “Sun of Truth”. Ye have indeed chosen an excellent
title for it. I beseech God to grant that this title may prove
true to its object, that the light of truth may radiate from it
with such intensity as to illumine the whole country. May it
lay a foundation for the unity of mankind. May it promote the
concept of one homeland, of one nation and of the basic unity
of all religions. May it banish the root causes of dissension
and strife, institute a basis for peace and reconciliation, foster
the spirit of fellowship among the children of men, and help
to gather together all the peoples and nations beneath the
tabernacle of harmony and truth. May it become a sign of
true guidance and a means of attracting the blessings of the
Concourse on High. May it breathe the divine spirit into the
souls of men and cause the light of the unity of mankind to
shine resplendent. May it serve to free all men from the world
of matter and corruption, and to attire the human temple with
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the apparel of the kingdom. Such are the longings of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Such are the things that would gladden the heart of
‘Abdu’l-Baha.

And upon you rest the glory of the Most Glorious!

BBBD.573-574

AB02154

To: Director of Chihrih-Nama Journal, in Eqypt
Date: 1921-May-03

To the respected editor of the unique newspaper Chihrihnama,
may God strengthen him with hosts from on high.

Kind friend, His Excellency the illustrious Ambassador Mirza
Fathullah Khan (may his prosperity endure) visited the
dwelling of these wanderers. Every effort was made to show
proper respect and hospitality. After several days he returned
to Jerusalem. A letter was written in response to your letter
and given to him to deliver. Now it is heard that he stayed in
these parts for some time, therefore this second letter is being
submitted.

In brief, everything proceeded according to your wishes and in
these days Chihrihnama has brightened faces in some provinces.
My hope is that day by day its radiance will increase until it
surpasses all newspapers in popularity. Do not look at the
present, look to the future.

His late Excellency Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih Manuchir Khan, gov-
ernor of Isfahan during the time of Muhammad Shah (may
God exalt his station) was an eminent person at the height
of glory and power, possessing twenty-four crores of wealth.
But that grandeur, riches and glory completely vanished into
oblivion. However, one line was revealed from the Supreme
Pen mentioning him. Now no trace remains of him except this
mention - each year a group travels to Qum to visit his tomb,
light candles at his resting place, and even circumambulate
it. “Glory belongs to God and to those who believe” has been
proven true.
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In the mighty Qur’an it states “All things perish except His
Face” The learned ones maintain that “Face” refers to the
proofs of the Prophet, since the numerical value of “face” is 14,

referring to the fourteen holy Innocents (peace be upon them).

May your soul be happy.
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AB12511

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1921-May-08

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! During this period no
letters were received from thee, and had they arrived, replies
would have been written. I have the utmost heart attachment
to thee. Thou art never forgotten and never shall be. Thy
remembrance is in my heart like an inscription carved in stone.
Rest thou assured.

Praise be to God, thy hope is great and thy desire is a manifest
triumph. Thou art renowned by the name of God and well-
known in the Concourse on High, and art promised a goodly
end.

His honor Dr. Yunis Khan and his honor Dr. Aristu Khan
are two zealous believers and are, in their utmost firmness
and steadfastness, dear at the Threshold of Oneness, and in

service and fellowship they are peerless. Upon them be the
Most Glorious Glory of God.
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AB08566

To: Kaykhusraw Manuchir
Date: 1921-May-08

O servant of the Threshold of the All-Knowing God! Your
letter was received and forgiveness was sought from the Court
of Divine Unity for Manuchihr and yourself. I beseech for you
the confirmations of the Abha Beauty, that you may be assisted

to render service.

The Parsee friends are beloved companions. I implore forgive-
ness for Rustam, son of Faridun, from the bounty of the Com-
passionate Lord, that he may become the recipient of pardon
and forgiveness and draw near to the Court of God.

3 Due to the extreme lack of time, this brief note has been writ-
ten. And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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ABO05518

To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz, Committees
Date: 1921-May-08+

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Your letter was received
and it brought joy to heart and soul that his honor Munir es-
tablished a teaching assembly. This news brought the utmost
gladness and it is hoped that this assembly will endure and per-
sist, and that all the women believers will receive their share
and portion from the kingdom of mysteries and become em-
powered to teach others. May the confirmations of the Blessed
Beauty encompass you and may the assistance of the Abha
Kingdom become manifest. The world of women in previous
dispensations was very dark, but in this cycle it shall become,
on the contrary, illumined and they shall snatch the ball of
precedence from the field. They shall open eloquent tongues
and seek fluent speech, and with the utmost courage shall ar-
range the battle lines, and through the power of proof and the
might of knowledge shall conquer the realms of hearts. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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There is no more time.
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AB06220

To: Mihraban Rustam
Date: 1921-May-09

O pilgrim to the threshold of the Supreme Concourse! Give
thanks to God that you were blessed with the great bounty
and mighty gift of pilgrimage to the threshold of the Supreme
Concourse. Boundless favors were bestowed until such success
was attained. If at every moment you offer a thousand thanks-
givings, you would not fulfill the obligation of gratitude for this
bounty.

Convey the message of this yearning one to Bahmanard
Bahram. I beseech from the court of the All-Knowing God his
comfort and tranquility.

To Ardeshir Khosrow convey utmost kindness on my behalf. I
seek for him infinite protection and assistance from the grace
and favor of the Divine Unity.

To the noble Gushtasb convey the Most Wondrous and Most
Glorious greeting. I seek for him supreme spirituality and illu-
mination of the higher realm.

And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Fatimih et al., in Iran

Date: 1921-May-10

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Ol e OLLL (!

Jinab-i-Za’ir Mirza Baba attained the presence at the Most
Holy Threshold and remembered the loved ones. At the Holy
Tomb he supplicated and lamented, worshipped and showed
restlessness, and beseeched infinite favors for all the friends of
God and handmaidens of the Most Merciful. He delivered your
letters to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and likewise mentioned others’ names
verbally and wrote them down. When I read those blessed
names, | too gave thanks, saying “Praise be to God that such
precious souls in that land are gathered beneath the shade of
the favors of the Lord of creation.”

Although those who came before drank the cup of martyrdom
from the hand of grace, praise be to God the survivors and
new friends are watering the field of those noble ones. That
region is a paradise of delight with the fragrances of God, and
that perfumed and ambergris-scented land has been kneaded
with the blood of martyrs. Therefore roses and sweet basil
grow there, and wild roses and thyme spring forth. We thank
God for this great bounty and my hope is firm that the fire of
the love of God will blaze so brightly in that realm that all will
enter beneath the shade of the Self-Subsisting Lord. That land
will become the highest paradise and that region will become
the gate of forgiveness. Ever do I place my face upon the dust
at the Holy and Pure Threshold and pray for the friends to
have radiant and shining faces.

O my Lord, the Most Merciful! Verily, souls who are content
with Thy decree and are well-pleasing in the Kingdom of Thy
Oneness have spread the wings of prosperity and have ascended
to the Kingdom of success. My Lord! Forgive them their sins
and increase their gifts and cause them to enter the highest
Paradise and make them abide eternally in the supreme Par-
adise. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Forgiving, the Mer-
ciful. Verily, Thou art the Kind. Verily, Thou art the Most
Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB01746

To: Mirza Rida (Nayriz) et al.
Date: 1921-May-10

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Mercifull Mr. Za'ir
Mirza Amru’llah traversed desert and sea and attained the
presence of the Supreme Threshold in utmost attraction, and
in the sacred spots and divine gatherings and before ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, he praised and extolled the friends and handmaidens
of the All-Merciful. The heart was stirred and conscientious
feelings surged forth, and I turn to remember the friends and
submit supplications of utter powerlessness to the Threshold
of God, that those pure souls may be confirmed by the confir-
mations of the Lord of creation. The soil of Nayriz is musk-
scented for it is mingled with the blood of martyrs. Those
blessed souls, with the utmost joy and delight, singing songs
and with smiling lips, stained the earth with their blood at
the altar of love. May my spirit be a sacrifice for their martyr-
dom! Would that the distinguished men would perfume their
nostrils with the fragrances of the rose-garden of these souls!
Would that a day might come to ‘Abdu’l-Baha when He would
become intoxicated with this pure wine and drink from this
cup which overflows with the gift of God. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory!

2 O God! Thy servant Mirza Bagir has turned from this transient
world to the eternal realm, enchanted by the Divine Beloved
and obsessed with the Heavenly Beloved. Now he has taken
flight from the mortal plane to the immortal Kingdom. O God!
Cover his faults, forgive his sins, grant him pardon and forgive-
ness abundantly and befittingly. Admit him to the realm of
bestowal and immerse him in the ocean of forgiveness. Thou
art the Forgiver, the Luminous, and the Kind.
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ABO07740

To: Vakilur-Ruaya, Abdus-Samad et al.
Date: 1921-May-10

O Lord! Rear these holy souls in the Shadow of Thy favors.
Protect them under Thy Shelter. Save them from harm. Make
them the Signs of Thy Unity, the Banners of Thy Oneness and
Thy Hidden Words. Refresh them with the drops pouring out
of the clouds of Thy Mercy. Fill them with a new spirit by
the gentle breezes wafting out of the Garden of Thy Revela-
tion. Make them brilliant lamps like minarets lighted by Thy
Love and blissful in both worlds. Bless Thou, the Motahedeen
Company. Thou art the Giver, the Generous and the Kind.
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AB12821

To: Amatullah Al-Baha (Pilgrim) et al.
Date: 1921-May-10

1 O pilgrims to the Sacred Threshold!

2 With utmost devotion I raise both hands in supplication to the
All-Knowing Lord and offer thanks that, praise be to God, you
have been blessed and confirmed to attain the presence of the
Sacred Threshold, to perfume your face and hair with the dust
of the luminous Court, and to achieve eternal bounty.

3 Know well the value of this gift, and like grateful birds perched
upon the branches of supplication and entreaty, sing His praise
and render thanksgiving.

4 And may the Glory rest upon the people of Baha.
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AB09611

To: Wife of Mulla Ahmad Ali et al.
Date: 1921-May-10

...0 my God, O my God! Verily this plant hath yielded its fruit
and standeth upright upon its stalk. Verily it hath astounded
the farmers and perturbed the envious. O God, water it with
showers from the cloud of Thy favours and cause it to yield
great harvests heaped up like unto mighty hills in Thy land.
Enlighten the hearts with a ray shining forth from Thy King-
dom of Oneness, illumine the eyes by beholding the signs of
Thy grace, and gratify the ears by hearing the melodies of the
birds of Thy confirmations singing in Thy heavenly gardens,
so that these souls may become like thirsty fish swimming in
the pools of Thy guidance and like tawny lions roaming in
the forests of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the Generous, the
Merciful, the Glorious and the Bestower.
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AB10225

To: Baha’is of Jewish background of Hamadan
Date: 1921-May-12

O Compassionate Lord! Keep these souls protected and pre-
served in the shelter of Thy protection, and single them out for
Thy support and favor. Free them from every blow and harm,
and grant them a refuge in Thy shelter.

O Lord! These souls are descendants of the glorious Abraham
and from among the most eminent of Israel. Grant them shel-
ter, bestow Thy gifts, ordain for them benefit and profit, and
vouchsafe unto them comfort and tranquility. Thou art the
Kind Lord, and Thou art the worthy and gracious Shepherd.
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AB03606

To: Nayrizi, Khajih Muhammad et al.
Date: 1921-May-16

My God, my God! These are servants whom Thou hast cho-
sen for Thy love, selected for Thy knowledge, and elected for
servitude at Thy holy Threshold.

O Lord! Muhammad hath endured every hardship and tribu-
lation in Thy path, and hath shown patience in the face of
the gravest afflictions out of love for Thy Beauty. He hath
tasted every bitter cup in his longing to attain Thy presence.
He hath never faltered in Thy remembrance, and the censure
of the critic and the harm of the slanderer in Thy lands have
never deterred him.

O Lord! He hath spent his life clinging to the mention of Thy
mercy and holding fast to the Most Great Handle, remaining
firm in Thy Covenant and Testament.

O Lord! Grant him and his descendants a portion of Thy
favors and ordain for them every good thing in this world and
the next through Thy bounty and grace. Verily Thou art the
Generous, Thou art the Great, Thou art the All-Merciful, the
Most Compassionate.

5 And forgive his father who was afflicted with the persecution

of enemies and the oppression of ignorant tyrants, and who
was attacked by every sinful transgressor and base slanderer,
while he remained content with Thy decree and patient under
Thy trials.

O Lord! Assist this servant of Thine to achieve what he desires,
that he may succeed in what he intends through Thy greatest
gift. Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Merciful.
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AB06410

To: Mulla Muhammad Bagir (Sangisar) et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-May-17

...0 Pure Lord! O Loving Beloved! These friends are bewil-
dered by Thy countenance and wandering in Thy path. They
have freed themselves from every bond and attached them-
selves to Thy love. They are detached from the world and
its peoples, enchanted and captivated by Thy love. They seek
no remedy for any pain save Thy grace, and pursue no balm
for any wound in Thy path. They ever yearn for Thine endless
bounty and beseech Thine infinite favors. O Merciful Bestower!
Make these lowly ones mighty, transform these captives of Thy
love into princes, raise them to the ethereal realm, and estab-
lish them upon the throne of everlasting glory in their self-
sacrifice. Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, and Thou art
the All-Seeing, the All-Hearing. Praise be unto Thee for what
Thou hast bestowed, and thanks be unto Thee for what Thou
hast fulfilled. We praise Thee and thank Thee for Thy gifts,
and we supplicate Thee every morn and eve.
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ABO07255

To: Ardishir Khudabakhsh Bihjat, in Bombay
Date: 1921-May-17

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Your namesake Ardeshir
caused disordered Iran to gain order and composure, heal-
ing was achieved between hearts, love and affection emerged,
tongues were loosened in praise of one another, all the well-
wishers of Iran became lovers and beloved ones and joined to-
gether. This caused ruined Iran to become prosperous and
Iranians gained deliverance from the oppression and tyranny
of the Romans.

Now my hope is that you too will follow the path of your
namesake and become the cause of fellowship, love and healing
among the friends, so that you may shine like a candle and
gleam like a star. May your soul be joyous.
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ABO07176

To: Spiritual Assembly of Shiraz, Committees
Date: 1921-May-17

O my God, my God! These are servants who have turned
their faces sincerely toward Thy gracious countenance, who
have walked the straight path, who have longed for the eter-
nal paradise, and who have arisen to encourage Thy steadfast
lovers to serve Thy Cause, exalt Thy Word, and spread Thy
fragrances throughout that region, so that all may arise as one
in spreading Thy teachings among the seekers.

2 O Lord! Make this gathering a mighty pillar, a righteous com-
pany, and a lofty edifice in the birthplace of Thy Most Exalted
Beauty and the dawning-place of the shining of Thy radiant
light upon all who dwell on earth and in heaven. Aid them
with hosts from the Concourse on High and armies of the near-
stationed angels.

Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Great, verily
Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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AB09288

To: Avaz Muhammad Sanai Sangsari
Date: 1921-May-17

...In the Bisharat, it is revealed that it is not necessary to
journey for visiting the resting-place of the dead. The meaning
here is that it is not permissible to journey from one country
to another solely for the purpose of visiting graves. Consider:
undertaking such journeys have kept many wholly occupied.
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AB03108

Therefore, this command is general unless otherwise is stated
specifically. However, in every country, the utmost respect
must be shown to whatever resting-place of martyrs and those
who did not suffer martyrdom, and visiting them will bring
spirituality and light to the heart. Upon thee rest the Glory
of the Most Glorious.
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AB03108

To: Muhammad Husayn Vakil, in Baghdad
Date: 1921-May-23

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letters were received,
and your cries and lamentations reached the highest heaven,
saying that the enemies had usurped the House and driven
you out. Praise be to God, divine confirmations arrived. I sent
a telegram to the father of His Excellency the Nagib, and he
too strove with utmost effort. Likewise with the representative
of the High Commissioner. The honored House was freed from
the hands of the usurpers, and no dispute remained. “The en-
emy becomes the cause of good, if God so willeth” was fulfilled.

Now in gratitude for these confirmations, you must acquire
qualities sweeter than honey and more fragrant than musk and
ambergris. That is, you must entirely forget your former con-
duct and behavior, and show the utmost humility and lowli-
ness toward the loved ones of God. Never cause any heart to
be saddened. You associated with Abdul-Baha for a time and
observed his conduct, behavior, humility and lowliness. This
was the pattern to follow. Now all the friends have complaints
about you to a degree beyond description. You must certainly
conduct yourself in such a way that you receive praise from all
the friends.

To the Prince of Prophets and Chief of the Chosen Ones, His
Holiness the Messenger of God, He addressed the words: “And
lower thy wing to the believers.” He commanded this. Then it
is obvious how we must be. We must be like dust and earth,
and be humble servants before even the weakest of the friends,
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let alone the chosen loved ones - may my spirit be sacrificed
for them....
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AB11908
To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1921-May-23
O steadfast one in the Covenant! ole b (!

The Sacred House in Baghdad had fallen into ruins in most
places. I wished to undertake its restoration and repair. When
work on the repairs began, the people of Baghdad all rushed
forth and through various intrigues and schemes, by means
of the government court, took possession of the Shrine and
expelled its caretakers. The House was lost.

3 Afterwards I sent a telegram to His Excellency the Naqib, who
is the Prime Minister in Baghdad. His Excellency the Nagib
rose up with determination and recovered the House from the
usurpers and handed it over to the caretakers. Now they are
busy with establishing, repairing and renovating it.

Therefore my intention is that he should know that the Baha'is
are faithful and appreciative. Thus, you should write this en-
closed letter on fine paper in very beautiful handwriting and
send it directly by post to Baghdad.
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AB00892

To: Nayrizi, Farrukh wife of Mulla Ahmad Ali et al.
Date: 1921-May-25

O servants of God and handmaidens of the Merciful! Mr.
Mirza Fadlu’llah has attained the honor of pilgrimage to the
Most Great Shrine and has touched his blessed forehead to the
dust of the threshold of the Manifest Light. In this paradise he
has remembered you and mentioned you, requesting ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to write. Though I have not a moment to write even
one word, what can be done? I see no choice but to write this
letter to all.

O friends and handmaidens of the Merciful! Although the
Sun of Truth has set from the horizon of the world, Its radi-
ant beams, brilliant light, perfect bounty and all-encompassing
grace remain established and firm. Every moment a new ray
dawns from the unseen realm and in every breath powerful
confirmations arrive from the world of mysteries. This blessed
verse is fulfilled: “We behold you from Our most glorious hori-
zon and will aid those who arise to help Our Cause with hosts
from the Concourse on High and a company of favored angels.”

Therefore, O friends and handmaidens of the Merciful, take
flight at these glad tidings and signs, and surge like the ocean
at this promise of the King of Oneness, for such bounty is at
work and the Beloved manifests such favors. Gird up the loins
of endeavor to serve and receive illumination from the bright
Luminary of the higher realm. Be determined through divine
confirmations to accomplish mighty deeds and arise to exalt
the Word of God, so that land may be illumined and at that
altar of love the blood of martyrs may flow and spread sweet
fragrances.
that arrive and be certain of the continuous heavenly favors
that reach you. Like a garden, be freshened by the drops of
the cloud of mercy, and like trees by a stream, gain new life
from the breezes of grace through detachment.

Be assured of the successive divine confirmations

My hope is that that region will receive the light of the brilliant
Sun and those territories will become the recipient of the favors
of the Forgiving Lord. May a divine rose garden be established
and the flowers of the garden of the Merciful bloom. May
the sea of mercy surge and scatter brilliant pearls of the All-
Merciful. May the dawn of guidance break and illuminate those
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horizons. To each of you I convey most glorious greetings with
utmost longing.
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AB02587

To: Hasan Nushabadi, in Khurasan
Date: 1921-May-25

...Regarding the matter of Ezra (peace be upon him), the truth
is that it refers to the people of Moses who were captured
and humiliated by Nebuchadnezzar’s invasion, with seventy
thousand taken captive to Babylon from the Holy Land. This
nation was dead and extinct for a hundred years. Ezra was
grieved and distressed by this event, whereupon he received
the glad tidings that this nation would be revived again, as
indeed came to pass.

As for Khidr, he was the reality of Moses himself, not another
person. By virtue of divine reality, ordinances were issued
that human minds were incapable of comprehending, for they
were extraordinary. The purpose of this story is that the Holy
Manifestations of God do whatsoever They will and decree
whatsoever They desire. Whatever They command must be
obeyed. One should never harbor doubt or hesitation as to
whether such a decree outwardly conforms with justice and

fairness. Such mental wandering leads to rebellion and trans-
gression. This is the truth of the matter as explained in this
manner.

Regarding the verses about Dhu’l-Qarnayn, these are from
the allegorical verses that have interpretations. The objectors
made this story a snare of deception and questioned it, hoping
that the answer would conflict with their opinions and cause
the believers to waver. Therefore, the story of Dhu’l-Qarnayn
was revealed outwardly in accordance with prevailing views
to prevent objections, but in every word there is a symbol.
Dhu’l-Qarnayn refers to the Imam Ali, who traveled spiritually
through all horizons and sought the Universal Manifestation,
ultimately observing that the Sun of Truth was hidden in an
earthen and watery form....
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AB12283

To: Alfred Diebold, in Geslingen
Date: 1921-May-25

O thou son of the Kingdom!

Give thanks to God that you attained the heavenly spirit
through the pure breath of Mr. Herrigel, that through him
you reached the center of guidance, and that you became
enlightened and heavenly-minded.

Although you are now absent from Stuttgart, you are still
present with heart and soul in the luminous gatherings. This
I hope.

Praise be to God that it is the wish of the friends to establish
a heavenly center and a luminous gathering in this city.

Be assured that thousands of clergymen will rise in opposition,
but as fire consumes and destroys the dry plants, so will the
power of the Kingdom eradicate these souls. How many great
men, dignitaries, kings, and clerical authorities rose up at the
time of Christ (may my soul be a sacrifice for Him) and there-
after to oppose the Cause of God, and how their schemes failed
and were thwarted! So it will be with these clergymen; they
too will ultimately encounter disappointments and failures.

I hope that through the grace of God you will be assisted in
serving the Kingdom (of God). I hope, furthermore, that you
will succeed in your state examination at the end of May.

Upon you be the Abha Glory.

BBBD.582-583
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AB05120

To: Allah-Quli Subhani, in Sangsar
Date: 1921-May-25

O thou who art steadfast in the covenant!...Thou hast stated
regarding the mixture of refined fluid substances that when
impediments are removed these refined substances will merge
and mix together. Thou wishest to know if souls have a quality
similar to this.

Although this is a serious topic and worthy of investigation,
thou art of course aware that mixing and commingling, enter-
ing and exiting, ascending and descending, and penetration are
among the properties of bodies, not souls. If a reference to the
soul mentioneth “penetration,” this referreth not to the reality
but is intended metaphorically, for there is a condition in the
spiritual world that is sanctified from every conception which
can only be expressed in this physical world by such terms as
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AB06630

To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran
Date: 1921-May-25

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter dated 25 Ra-
jab 1339, number 325, was received. It is my hope that means
may be devised for Iran that would lead to universal comfort
and assurance, that justice and equity may prevail, and that
oppression and tyranny may vanish and be no more. We seek
to play no part in political affairs, rather do we wish the wel-
fare of all and the progress of the multitudes, serve Iran in the
moral and ethical realms, and strive day and night that God
may breathe a new life into the body of Iran, so that an ex-
traordinary power may manifest itself in the fabric of Iran and
its people.
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Due to lack of time this is written briefly. Convey to all the
friends the Most Glorious Greetings.
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AB09825

To: Bamis Mihraban, in Bombay
Date: 1921-May-25

O Kind One! O Radiant and Resplendent Bestower!

[Name] was wandering and bewildered in this world. Grant
him order and arrangement in Thy world. He was without
refuge or shelter - give him a dwelling and abode in the shelter
of Thy Great Mercy. He was filled with longing and yearning
- admit him to the court of Thy Glory and Beauty. Heal his
pain and apply balm to his wounds. Thou art the Forgiver,
the Illuminator, the Kind One.
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AB12230

To: Rudolf Gotz, in Reutlingen
Date: 1921-May-28

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Praise be to God! that you have attained attachment of heart
and soul to the Most High. You have been enchanted by the
heavenly Beloved and wish for Germany spiritual enlighten-
ment and love for the Kingdom of God.

Germany will become radiant and illumined as soon as it is
freed from racial and patriotic prejudices and as soon as it
lives under the shadow of the Pavilion of the unity of mankind.
Therefore, pray that on the continent of Europe no diverse
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feelings (among the peoples) may remain, and that instead the
feelings of the unity of mankind may appear!

Today the happiness of all is solely dependent on concord and
harmony; therefore all must strive so that the decaying out-
dated blind imitations may be eradicated and the truth, which
consists in the unity of the human race, may be established, so
that all people of the East and West may become brothers and
sisters, that the illumination emanating from the Kingdom of
God may develop all, and that the banner of the unity of the
human race may wave on the highest summit of the world.

Herein lies the cause of the highest welfare.

I pray and implore that the light of truth may dispel the dark-
ness of the natural world that dominates over all horizons.

Upon you be the Abha Glory.

BBBD.583-584

AB12155

To: Wilhelm Herrigel, in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-May-30

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Your letter of March 22, 1921 was received. It became the
cause of the greatest joy, for it brought the news that you went
to Reutlingen, where you became the guest of Mr. Rembold,
who showed you the greatest hospitality. I was very pleased by
this news; especially also because I see that the friends of God
are immeasurably kind to one another.

Mr. Rembold, his wife, his daughter and his son truly deserve
a thousand praises, because they set out to serve the Cause of
God. Mr. Gustav Gotz is in reality attracted to and enkindled
by the Cause. The inhabitants of that region possess great
capability. I hope that through your efforts some centers of
the Cause will be established in those places.

Mrs. Kiihnel is indeed engaged in the service of the Kingdom
of God and is the cause of progress among the sincere souls. It
is my hope that Mrs. and Mr. Hildenbrand will arise with all
their strength in the service of the Kingdom, so that Géppingen
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will become the rose garden of God, from which the sweet
fragrance of the Kingdom of God will spread further.

Professor Friedrich Maier is the herald of the Kingdom of God
and within a short time he will have a wonderful influence in
those regions.

The Baha’i New Year’s festival that you celebrated was very
appropriate and good. Mrs. Consul Schwarz is the daughter
of the Kingdom and a shining candle in the gatherings of the
friends of God. Mrs. Schlag and Miss Stabler are two sweetly
singing birds in the rose garden of God. The Holy Spirit shines
forth from this festival.

I implore the Kingdom of God that you may be assisted more
and more day by day and that you may be confirmed more
and more day by day. I lack time, which is why this letter
is short. Spread among the friends my greatest longing and
convey to your honored wife the warmest (most wonderful)
Baha'i greetings.

Upon you be the Abha Glory

BBBD.584-585

AB12252

To: Wolfgang Schwarz, in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-May-30

O illumined youth! Your letter was received and from its con-
tents your utmost attraction to the Abha Kingdom became
evident. The Schwarz family has complete attachment to the
Abha Kingdom and to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Therefore, I love them
with heart and soul and I seek for them spiritual progress and
heavenly illumination, so that this blessed family may raise
aloft the divine banner and guide Germany to the unity of the
human world. May they light the lamp of truth that it may
shine forth to all directions. I have the utmost satisfaction with
that entire family and I implore the assistance and bounty of
the Blessed Beauty for them. My hope is that they may be-
come a cornerstone in establishing the Kingdom of God and a
mighty pillar in service to the unity of the human world. As
much as you can, serve your dear father and work in his bank
- this is better than any other profession. As for the Jewish
people, until now they have strived greatly to make Palestine
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their national homeland but have not succeeded, for great dif-
ficulties have arisen. Ask God that Palestine may become the
homeland of the Baha'is.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.588
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AB12264

To: Hugo Mazter, in Vienna
Date: 1921-May-30

O thou who art fascinated by the truth!

Your letter was received. It indicates that you have heard the
voice of the Kingdom of God and are attracted by the divine
breath. It is my hope that you will progress day by day, that
you will unveil the dark veils and completely attain the light
of truth. Praise be to the one God! You have discerning eyes,
hearing ears, an eloquent tongue, and a comprehensive spirit.
The reality of Divinity is a supreme mystery that cannot be
comprehended, but its manifestation in the world of existence
is love.

Although at present dark clouds have obscured this sun of love,
rest assured that the rays and heat of the Sun of Truth will
eventually disperse these dark clouds, that a true, clear, and
pure horizon will be reached, and the sun will continue to shine
with utmost power, energy, and light. A stone with the Great-
est Name is enclosed in this letter. It is my hope that you will
become the cause of spreading the divine teachings in Vienna.

Upon you be the Glory of Abha.

BBBD.586
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Words spoken ca. June. 1921 in Haifa/Akka

I ever pray on her behalf and beg from God His divine remedy
and healing. As in this Dispensation consultation with expert
doctors is highly advisable and acting in accordance with their
prescriptions obligatory, it is well for her to undergo an opera-
tion if deemed necessary by such doctors.

COC#1043x, SW_ v12407 p.134

AB04446

To: Leonora H Armstrong, in Brazil
Date: 1921-Jun-01

O thou Herald of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received. Do thou thank God that thou hast
illumined thy vision and art giving light to the sight of others
too; that thou hast drunk from the overflowing goblet of the
love of God and art also giving to others to drink. Undoubtedly,
in every meeting where this brimming chalice is passed round,
exhilaration and joy are generated. Now, praise be to God
that, with this divine wine, thou hast intoxicated thy fellow-
members of the Assembly. This heavenly gathering will grow
day by day, the intoxicated friends will increase in rapture and
ecstasy, will break into songs and harmonies, and will raise such
a melody as will reach the Supreme Concourse and rejoice and
exhilarate the Holy Ones.

Convey on my behalf a heavenly message and the glad tid-
ings of divine blessings to Aida Eines, Elisie Papa, Mr. and
Mrs. Guido Gnocchi, Annie Hawes, Esther MacLane and Mary
Isham, and tell them that entering into this divine Cause is ac-
companied by everlasting honour and eternal sovereignty.

Upon thee and upon them be the Abha Glory.
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AB07130

To: Kenkichi Futakami, in Japan
Date: 1921-Jun-01

O thou who art devoted to Truth!

In this divine garden, thousands of fresh and verdant trees
have raised their tops to the Supreme Apex and on every tree
there are thousands of nests. Therefore, for thee, who art
a bird of high flight, a nest has been prepared. Then soar,
that thou mayest attain to that nest. This is a divine nest in
the Heavenly Kingdom. Every bird that attained to this nest
learned a melody and also taught the birds of the meadows the
divine harmony which moves and enraptures the East and the
West. Do thou therefore strive with all thy heart and soul that
thou mayest abide in this nest and thrive till eternity.

JWTA.040

AB00651

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jun-04

O true Amin! Your letters dated the 5th, 11th and 14th of
Sha’ban 1339 were received. From their contents, your suppli-
cation, prayers, attraction and enkindlement, and attachment
to the Sacred Threshold were clear and evident. Praise God
that from the prime of youth until the age of infirmity, praise
be to God, you have been and continue to be attracted and
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, and successful in ser-
vice at the Sacred Threshold. You are the trustee of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and will be a companion in the Abha Kingdom. All your
petitions are meaningful, and your old age and weakness is
youthfulness. I beseech the favors of the Blessed Beauty that
the end of your movements and circumambulations may be the
beginning of bounties. May both you and I be confirmed with
a good ending.

Indeed it is as you wrote - the insistent self intoxicates and
deludes a person more than a tavern or wine-shop could, and
worst of all, the person never realizes how this evil self affects
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them. You observed those who heard ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s counsels
repeatedly but did not act upon them - now they see its effects.

The handmaiden of God Elizabeth, praise be to God, has ar-
rived under divine protection. Convey my utmost love and
kindness to Mir ‘Abdu’llah Bagirov. Regarding Jinab-i-Binesh,
if it is as he himself has written, carry it out and do not request
the Huquq, and from time to time inquire about his condition.
If he experiences hardship, give him the specified amount.

For Aqga Mirza Mihdi Haji ‘Ammih, a prayer was offered to the
Divine Threshold with utmost supplication, and a copy was
sent to Tehran. Truly this distinguished person walked the
straight path and was devoted with heart and soul to the Sa-
cred Threshold. His survivors have followed their father’s path
and stand with utmost firmness and steadfastness in servitude
to the Divine Threshold.

5 The honored, near one, the handmaiden of God attracted and

enkindled with the fire of God’s love, Khadijih Sultan, is truly
deserving of the endless favors of the Ancient Beauty. Haji
Ghulam-Rida is truly worthy to become the trusted one of the
trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha - the second of two trustees of
God. The letter in your own handwriting was very legible -
much better written than before. My complete love and favor,
both outward and inward, have always been and continue to
be with you.

i Convey my utmost longing and kindness to the Zoroastrian and

Jewish friends. The Zoroastrian friends have made Zoroaster
pleased and happy, and the Jewish friends have brought Abra-
ham to joy and delight in the Abha Kingdom. Convey my mes-
sage with the utmost joy and fragrance to each one of them
individually.

Aga Mirza Yunis Khan, praise be to God, is in the shadow
of the Divine Lote Tree and the manifest light, not under the
gourd tree. Instruct the sons of Jinab-i-Adib and Jinab-i-Ibn-
i-Abhar and give them funds to build the graves of those two
noble ones. If they are unable, select one of the friends to
quickly build those two honored graves.
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And likewise the illumined grave of Jinab-i-Rida’r-Ruh. A let-
ter written to them is enclosed - deliver it.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Iran
Date: 1921-Jun-04

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter dated the ninth
of Rajab 1339 arrived. Its contents brought joy and delight
and were evidence of the spirit and joy of the friends and their
firmness in the Covenant.

The friends of Hisar and Namiq, like true lovers, shone forth in
tests and trials and learned from calamities and afflictions the
science of love and sacrifice. Hisar is a mirror of mysteries and
Namiq excels in faith and certitude. You had written that their
school is orderly and well-organized, and the teacher Jinab-i-
Aqa Mirza Badi’u’llah Khan shows the utmost effort and ded-
ication. Assuredly divine confirmations will reach them.

The descendants of the distinguished believers must be encour-
aged and urged so that the children may water the streams
of their fathers’ hopes and perfect the lofty palaces their self-
sacrificing fathers established. These descendants must know
how their forebears established this mighty edifice and what a
bejeweled crown they placed upon that family. Though not ap-
parent now, soon this manifest dawn will break and the great-
ness and nobility of the forebears will become evident, and the
descendants will feel pride and glory.

The steadfast friends of God are blessed with heavenly suste-
nance and their poverty draws them near to the divine thresh-
old. They neither complain of poverty nor boast of wealth.
It is hoped that through the favors of the Almighty Lord, He
will bestow His blessings upon the friends in Khunik, Zirak,
Khayru’l-Qara, Hisar and Namiq, and in future years compen-
sate for past years.
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Praise be to God, the children of the nightingale of mean-
ings have followed their father’s path and will adopt the way
and conduct of that pure-hearted one. Convey to Jinab-i-Aga
Mulla Hasan and Habib’ullah and their household the most
wondrous and glorious greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Truly
these souls are self-sacrificing and through divine love they
make every evening like bright day, and with tear-filled eyes
they engage in glorification and praise.

I beseech for His Holiness Furughi a radiance from the lights
of truth and a beam from the Sun of Reality. It is hoped that
in those regions they will chant the verses of clear proofs and
through spiritual attractions draw souls to the altar of love.
Assuredly they have rendered notable service in the regions of
Turbat and Jam and the valley of Zavih.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11705

To: Son of Ibn-i-Abhar et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jun-04

O descendants of two respected scions of two illustrious per-
sons!

Although those two honored ones have hastened to the King-
dom of Mysteries, praise be to God that they left you two as
their memorial. You must follow in your fathers’ footsteps and
walk in the path of those two joyous ones, so that nobility of
lineage may be joined with nobility of character and “the son
is the secret of his father” may be fulfilled. This is my hope
for you.

I wrote to Jenab-i-Amin regarding the renovation of two lumi-
nous graves, but he has become extremely weak and cannot
manage it. You must make the effort and each spend 100 tu-
mans on the respected graves and raise up their monuments.
This is better and more pleasing. I await a letter from you
saying that those two fragrant graves have been built and ren-
ovated with utmost elegance.
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Convey loving and faithful greetings from me to all the relatives
of those two souls who have ascended to God, especially to your
mother. And upon you both be Glory.
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AB07228

To: Relatives of Bamis Mihraban, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jun-04

O you who remain behind that loving soul! Do not be sor-
rowful, do not be broken-hearted and grief-stricken, do not be
companions of sighs and moans. Do not lament and weep over
the passing of that heavenly bird, do not rend your garments
or raise cries of woe.

For yesterday that loving soul was among the free ones, and has
now joined the forgiven ones. That longing soul has hastened
to the secluded retreat of the Beloved of the horizons. Being
distant and separated, he has attained the presence of the Lord
of forgiveness. Being sorrowful and heartbroken, he has found
eternal joy. Being thirsty for the Salsabil of grace, he has
reached the sweet flowing Euphrates.

Therefore one should not mourn or be captive to pain and grief,
but rather seek forgiveness and beseech help and grace. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08634

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
Date: 1921-Jun-0/4

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Jinab-i-Ghulam-Husayn Mirza is in the utmost difficulty and
affliction. God willing, may you succeed in bringing some rest
and relief to this person who is in grievous torment. Find for
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him some work or occupation so that he may at least earn a

comfortable livelihood, for he has another even greater afflic-

tion. May God come to his aid! In the words of Shaykh Sa’di:
“His hell exists in this world too.” If you could bring him relief
in this regard as well, it would be a praiseworthy deed and a
beloved service at the threshold of the Divine Unity.
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AB00929

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih)
Date: 1921-Jun-05

O steadfast maidservant of God! Your letter was received along
with the letters enclosed within it. Since I do not have time, I
will write briefly - please excuse me. I beseech the threshold
of the Divine Unity with utmost humility and lowliness that
you may always be under the protection and assistance of the

Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones.

And likewise for your family.

I pray for divine forgiveness for Jinab-i-Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad

and that he may be immersed in the ocean of grace and bounty.

Truly, Siyyid Sadiq was a brilliant lamp in the love of God. He
is always remembered and I pray for his elevation. Convey my
loving greetings to the devoted wife of ‘Amidu’l-Atibba.

‘Ali Aqa has gone to Egypt and you traveled to Rasht - truly
you strove. I hope that Siyyid Jalal may receive a ray from
the favors of the King of Glory. I hope the Election of the
Rememberers may become a manifestation of the confirmation
of the Lord of all worlds. If your physical sight has somewhat
weakened, I beseech the True Healer to increase your spiritual
vision. Dr. Yunis Khan is familiar with divine fragrances. I
will write brief replies to the enclosed letters.

Convey my loving greetings to the daughter of Sina and the
daughter of Aqa Husayn-‘Ali and tell them to thank God that
they have been enabled to teach morals to the girls - this is
service at the divine Sacred Threshold. I pray for the teacher of

the Tarbiyat School and seek spiritual progress for the children.
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I seek a ray of divine favors for the maidservant of God
Ruhiyyih and protection and assistance from the All-Merciful
for all. And I seek heavenly blessings for Mirza Ibrahim
Khan and profits in his business - truly with hardship comes
ease. Convey my utmost love to his mother and sister. And
I beseech the Lord of Might for confirmation and success for
Jinab-i-Mirza Sulayman, son of ‘Azizu’llah, that the means of
comfort may be prepared for him.

And convey my spiritual greetings to the mother of Sultan
Habibu’llah Khan, the assured maidservant of God. I hope she
may have a good end and pass from this world to the next with
perfect steadfastness and firmness. Sultan Habibu’llah Khan
is truly sincere, illumined, steadfast and spiritual. Surely the
glance of favor will encompass him.

And convey my utmost love and affection to Jinab-i-Mahmud
Mahmud Bashzadih. Praise be to God that from early youth
he made his nostrils fragrant with the divine breaths and as-
sistance and bounty encompassed him and divine favors were
complete regarding him. Likewise I seek an endless portion
and share from the infinite bounty for Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad
Khayyat. And upon you and them be greetings and praise.
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AB02691

To: Abdu’lmisagh Missaqhiah, in Kashan
Date: 1921-Jun-05

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter dated 9th
of Rajab 1339 was received. I must be brief in reply. I beseech
endless assistance and favor from the infinite divine bounties
for the friends.

Although physical separation causes endless anguish and long-
ing, praise be to God that spiritual communion and conscious
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radiance is constant and continuous, and ultimately union is
eternal.

Praise be to God, the beloved in the land of Kaf (Kashan)
are in utmost harmony and are confirmed in attraction and
service. The blessed School of the Oneness of Humanity serves
the entire human world, and the Girls’ School, like a blessed
tree and plant, will surely grow and develop day by day, and
the meetings will progress increasingly.

Convey my utmost praise to the confident maidservant of God
Jalalieh, wife of his honor the Principal. Surely that flame of
the fire of the love of God will blaze more brightly day by day.

His honor Mirza Lutfullah Khan has truly been confirmed in
rendering a distinguished service - he is an iron and steel barrier
against Gog and Magog of corruption. His nearness to the
divine threshold has confirmed him in these services.

; Through the assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty, may

my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, it is hoped that the
oppressed will remain protected and preserved under the shel-
ter of protection, and that your business will expand through
heavenly blessings.

Convey yearning greetings from me to each and every one of
the divine friends, and likewise express utmost kindness to the
maidservants of the Merciful. May all be protected and pre-
served through the favors of the Incomparable Lord.
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AB12615

To: Nurullah Asadullahzadih Hagiqi, in Tthran
Date: 1921-Jun-05

O harmonious friend! What you heard in the world of dreams
was addressed to certain Iranians. But you are protected and
preserved and under the shadow of the incomparable Lord’s
protection - be assured of this.

Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Abbas Khan and the handmaid of God
Sakinih have permission to attain the presence in the coming
spring.
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Convey to the assured handmaid of God, the daughter of Mirza
Ishaq Khan, the most wondrous and glorious greetings from
Abdul-Baha. From the ocean of forgiveness, I beseech bound-
less pardon and forgiveness for that honored one’s departed
father.

This is written briefly - please excuse the brevity.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jun-11
O herald of the Covenant! Ole gabe (o

Due to lack of time, a brief response is written. The teach-
ing class is of utmost importance, and if this class had been
consistently established ten years ago, there would now be a
thousand teachers. The pamphlets you recently sent have not
yet arrived - they are in Port Said. After receiving them, ac-
knowledgment will be sent.

As for the affairs of Iran, they are captive in the grip of power.
Whatever is in accordance with God’s good-pleasure shall come
to pass. No dismissal is without wisdom and no appointment
without reason. It shone brightly but was a fleeting sovereignty.
In any case, the divine friends must, as before, not interfere in
political matters. They should strive for Iran’s development,
endeavor to spread sciences, arts and industries, and demon-
strate brilliant achievements in farming and agriculture. Today
these matters are the cause of divine confirmation. Otherwise,
politics constantly changes and transforms.

Pray for the leaders that they may succeed in establishing a
just government. Iran is in ruins, and parties and people con-
stantly raise new slogans, undertake new causes, and present
new opinions, but there is no success and no elevation is evi-
dent. However, if all parties would set aside their various aims
and turn to unity and agreement, divine confirmations and
heavenly assistance would surely manifest with utmost glory
and beauty. Praise be to God that we stand apart from all par-
ties - we have no attachment to any party nor any antipathy.
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We wish well for all and strive for Iran’s strengthening, estab-
lishing eternal charitable institutions. When the foundation
is strengthened, all ills and diseases will be naturally elimi-
nated. Iran’s strength lies in good governance and progress in
all ranks. May God grant success. We hope that soon a just
government will be established and both great and humble will
find comfort and ease.

5 The divine friends must not discuss politics even in private.

They must strive with heart and soul for Iran’s progress in ev-
ery respect. Strive greatly in good character so that the divine
friends may serve all Iranians through their words, deeds and
conduct. Like bright candles may they illuminate the realm.
Upon you be the morals of God, upon you be the sacrifice of
spirit for the good of God’s servants, upon you be the exertion
of strength and utmost effort in caring for the people of righ-
teousness and prosperity, and upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

As for the reply to your second letter dated 9 Sha’ban - physical
health was confirmed by ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s telegram. I hope that
spiritual comfort will also be attained through the aid and
grace of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones, and that a meeting will be destined. Tehran is
truly a land of tests, and steadfastness in the Covenant as it
should be reveals test and trial. Letters were written for the
blessed souls you requested and are enclosed with this letter.
Issues of the history keep arriving; details will be written later.
Be confident in your Lord’s grace, the All-Merciful, the Most
Merciful, and thank God for events that were the cause of
protecting the loved ones from the exaggeration of the divines.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12324

To: Dhabih, Jalal et al., in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jun-11

O ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! Your nest is a dwelling
place of teaching and an abode of heavenly birds. Nay, rather,
it is a garden of paradise and a meadow of the All-Merciful.
The thankful birds wing their flight to those rose-gardens of
joy, hear the melody of the Supreme Concourse, and when
they are moved to rapture and ecstasy, they burst into song
and chant the praises and attributes of the All-Forgiving Lord.

Give thanks unto God that ye have been enabled to attain such
gladness and joy and have been assisted in such a praisewor-
thy endeavor. In those luminous gatherings ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
present in spirit, praising and thanking the All-Forgiving Lord
for having made those blessed souls such manifestations of His
infinite favors.

Convey to all the friends who are present the utmost longing
of this failing servant, and ask them to excuse the brevity of
this letter, for time is very short and writing, speaking and
occupations are endless.

Praise be to God that the teaching gatherings in Tehran are in
accordance with the desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. All are successful
and confirmed. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04576

To: Aqa Siyyid Abbas Khurasani
Date: 1921-Jun-11

O thou whom God hath chosen from among all people for the
greatest guidance and the most glorious gift! We have indeed
been within hearing of thy sweetest mention, and then, like
the psalms of David’s people, the news reached Our ears that
thou hast become hearing of the Call and seeing through the
lifting of the veil.
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I beseech God to make thee eloquent and articulate in praising
Him for what He hath eternally outpoured upon thee from the
Center of Lights and the Kingdom of Mysteries. So loose thy
tongue in gratitude for this abundant blessing, this expansive
mercy, this conclusive proof, this mighty triumph, this won-
drous bounty, and this matchless kindness.

And say: “Lord, Lord! Praise be to Thee and thanks be to
Thee for this abundant gift and this beauteous remembrance.
Give me to drink from a cup whose mixture is of ginger - verily
the righteous shall drink of a cup whose mixture is of ginger.
Lord, Lord! Aid me to know Thee and assist me to serve Thee
and make me victorious over all the worlds. Lord! Make me
a sign of Thy love and a standard of Thy mention and a ban-
ner waving in the highest horizon and fluttering in the Abha
Kingdom. Verily Thou art the Generous, and verily Thou
art the Great, and verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-
Compassionate.”
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AB12119

To: Schwarz, Consul et al.,
Date: 1921-Jun-1/4

in Stuttgart

O flowers of the garden of truth! Your letter arrived and its
contents made clear that praise be to God, on the Day of the
Declaration of His Holiness the First Point, may my soul be sac-
rificed for Him, you held a heavenly celebration and arranged
a divine feast, and recalled those days when ‘Abdu’l-Baha met
with you in that divine garden and blessed meadow.

Praise be to God, this gathering caused the fire of love to surge
forth and brought about fellowship, unity, joy and fragrance.
That was a divine celebration and a luminous gathering. Just
as you long for it, I too long to see your radiant faces again.

Praise be to God, you are adorned with sincerity and love and
engaged in service to the Kingdom. Surely heavenly blessings
will descend and the divine Kingdom will pitch its tent in that
country with full glory. Be confident in divine confirmations.
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My hope is that the tent of the unity of humankind will be
raised in that clime, and I love you with heart and soul and
seek for you prosperity and success.
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To: Asadi Irani, Mirza Muhsin et al., in Universal City
Date: 1921-Jun-16

O ye who thirst for the truth!

Iran is in ruins; indeed, all parties have taken an axe in hand
and are striking at the root of this ancient edifice, utterly un-
aware that this axe is destroying the foundation and these
blows are uprooting it. Each party imagineth that it is en-
gaged in construction and yet, as is stated in the Qur’an, “by
their own hands they demolish their houses”.

However, these homeless wanderers have no affiliation with
any party and are not inclined towards any one of them. We
labour instead for Iran’s vitality to be strengthened. And it
is evident that such strengthening is impossible save through
instituting divine virtues and morals. When virtues are estab-
lished and characters refined, progress in all matters is assured.
No nation can attain prosperity and success save through the
refinement of morals. When characters are improved, sciences
and arts flourish; minds become vastly enlightened; hearts are
filled with truthfulness and trustworthiness, with zeal, devo-
tion, and determination; statesmanship attaineth its highest
degree; new industries become widespread; commerce is ex-
panded; and courage and audacity raise aloft their banner. The
nation passeth from one condition to another. It becometh a
new creation, and the verse “Blessed, therefore, be God, the
most excellent of Makers!” is realized.

The Land of Hijaz was a sandy desert—arid, barren, and un-
cultivated. Yet through the dawning of the Sun of Truth, it
became the Qiblih of the world and a land round which cir-
cle peoples from every region of the earth. Now that the Most
Great Light hath risen above the horizon of Iran, consider what
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the future will hold for it. It is my hope that ye, too, will be
among those who labour to establish this great edifice.

5 Upon you be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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To: Mattoon, Edwin W et al., in Palestine
Date: 1921-Jun-16

O Thou kind God!

From America, that distant country, we hastened to the Holy
Land and directed our steps toward this blessed Spot. We
attained unto the two blessed and sacred Thresholds and
obtained boundless grace therefrom. We have now come to
Mount Carmel, which is Thy sacred garden. Most of the
Prophets turned to Thee in prayer upon this holy mountain,
communing with Thee in the utmost humility at the midnight
hour.

O Lord! We are now in this blessed place. We beseech Thine

infinite bounties and long for a joyous and tranquil conscience.

We desire firmness in the Covenant and seek Thy good-pleasure
to our last breath.

O Lord! Forgive our sins and bestow upon us Thy manifold
favours. Shield us within the shelter of Thy protection. Guard
and preserve these two little children and nurture them in the
embrace of Thy Love.

5 Thou art the Forgiver, the Resplendent, the Ever-Loving.
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AB09668

To: Unknown, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jun-16

O God! A group of friends have hastened toward Thee and
rushed from this world to Thy world. They traversed Thy
path, sought Thy good-pleasure, and spoke Thy mystery. O
Lord! Make Khusraw Rustam intimate with Thy forgiveness,
grant Makhmal Bahram repose beneath Thy protection, and
make Sarv Salamat a manifestation of Thy forgiveness. Thou
art the Forgiver, the Bestower, and the Kind One.
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AB10383

To: Isfandyar Rustam et al.
Date: 1921-Jun-16

O ye servants at the Threshold of the All-Knowing Lord!
‘Abdu’l-Baha, who seeketh refuge and shelter at the Threshold
of the Abha Beauty, boweth his head in utmost lowliness
upon the dust of that Court, and beggeth for you heavenly
strength and spiritual confirmation from the divine chalice of
love and affection. I supplicate for you ecstasy and joy, and
upon you be the most glorious Glory!
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AB11483

To: Aga Mirza Aqa Qaim Maqgami, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jun-16
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... The upheavals in Iran are successive and have consequences.
The friends must conduct themselves with the utmost calm,
steadiness and dignity....
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AB12022

To: Asgharzadih Fawzi, Azizullah et al., in Ishqabad
Date: 1921-Jun-17

...The art of music must be brought to the highest stage of
development, for this is one of the most wonderful arts and in
this glorious age of the Lord of Unity it is highly essential to
gain its mastery. However, one must endeavour to attain the
degree of artistic perfection and not be like those who leave
matters unfinished....
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To: Shabanuf, Ali et al., in Tabriz
Date: 1921-Jun-19

O two tested believers! Your letter was received. Truly the
friends of Artuz, the friends of Kul, the friends of Qarkhun,
the friends of Tutya, the friends of Akrak and the friends of
Himmat-abad are all tested believers, for due to the severe up-
heavals of the world which have overturned East and West, the
friends were compelled to leave their familiar homeland with
utmost difficulty and migrate to the regions of Tabriz, Ganja
and Baku. And it is known what tribulations and afflictions
they have endured.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, due to your hardship and difficulty, supplicates
and implores at the threshold of Baha'u’llah that means of
comfort be provided. His Honor Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali made ef-
forts both hidden and manifest, therefore he is beloved and
accepted in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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Praise be to God that in this migration you were enabled to
teach important blessed souls. Thus observe how this calamity
became the cause of success. But those souls among the em-
igrants who were enabled to receive guidance should offer a
hundred thousand thanksgivings for this misfortune which be-
came the cause of illumination and attracted the outpourings
of the All-Merciful. The enemy becomes the cause of good if
God so wills. Now the wisdom of this migration has become
evident and manifest.

Convey to Jinab-i-Mirza Sha’ban, Aqa Vali, Aga Sulayman,
Aga Hamid, Agqa Muhammad-‘Ali, Aqga Muhammad-Hasan,
Aga Namaz and Aqga Mashhadi-*‘Abdul - all the emigrant
friends - utmost love and kindness on my behalf.
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AB02674

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jun-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! I beseech for thee,
through the hidden favors of the Ancient Beauty (may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), a new confirmation and
mighty assistance.

Praise be to God, this new letter was a clear proof of the unity,
freedom and wisdom of the loved ones of God and their arising
to serve the Cause of God.

The petition that was submitted regarding the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar was very appropriate, though in truth the land you
desire is not available now but will be prepared in the future.
The government is in the right, for this is a just government.

The magazine “Bisharat” arrived, but due to numerous occu-
pations ‘Abdu’l-Baha has not had time to read it. God willing,
it will be read later and a letter written. My hope is that this
periodical will succeed in serving the world of humanity.
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Henceforth, if anyone in any region wishes to publish some-
thing, it must be with the approval of the Spiritual Assembly.
But it is as you wrote - truly Jinab Siavash is pure-hearted
and in the love of God what transpired was due to intensity
of enthusiasm and attraction. But henceforth the friends must
consult with the Spiritual Assembly.

i His honor Munir in Shiraz is full of melody and song, and his

honor Mr. Vakil like a mighty mountain stands with utmost
firmness and steadfastness, exemplifying this verse of Majnun
“My relatives blamed me for my love of Layla - my
father, my cousin, my uncle paternal and maternal” Such
must be steadfastness.

‘Amiri:

His honor Aqa Seyyed Mostafa, praise be to God, arrived pro-
tected and preserved. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB04329

To: Khudayar, in Bam
Date: 1921-Jun-19

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter dated 27
Rajab 1339 arrived. Its contents so enchanted ‘Abdu’l-Baha
that He nearly wept, and your desire for supreme martyrdom
was a melody that brought the denizens of the holy court into
a state of joy and rapture.

This is the ultimate desire of you and me. The command is
in God’s hand - He doeth whatsoever He willeth and decreeth
what He pleaseth. These tearful eyes are befitting for this
overflowing cup, and this radiance is worthy of the glory of
this supreme bounty. As Mulla said: “Slay me, slay me, O
trusted ones! For in my slaying there is life upon life.”

I hope that you will attain the honor of visiting the Holy Shrine.
The Promised One of all peoples was a universal Manifestation,
and the universal Manifestation corresponded to all the signs.
This principle is from the bounties of that universal Manifes-
tation.
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I beseech that He submerge all fathers and ancestors in the
ocean of forgiveness. And I pray to God that you may be so
confirmed that even strangers will be amazed.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ataullah son of Ali Akbar Kashani, in Hamadan
Date: 1921-Jun-19

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received.
Its contents brought joy and were abundant proof of the spir-
ituality of that patient and dignified one. Praise be to God
that you have rent the collar [of attachment] through divine
love, cut yourself off from the earthly world, attached yourself
to the pure world, freed yourself from the affairs of this tran-
sient world, and completely severed the cord of attachment.
Now your ultimate desire is the good-pleasure of the Divine
Unity, nearness to the Court of Oneness, confirmation from
the Loving Lord, and the hidden favors of the Worshipped
One. Therefore, be successful and be confirmed.

2 And convey utmost love and kindness on my behalf to Jinab-
i-Mirza Sulayman Khayyat, descendant of Mirza Ibrahim-i-
Jadid, and likewise to the other friends. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08136

To: Javanmard Gushtasb, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jun-19

O thou who art patient and grateful! The separation from thy
respected wife is indeed heart-rending and a cause of grief and
pain. But that pearl has reached the ocean and found repose
in the shell of infinite bounty. She hath attained unto the
radiance of forgiveness and the effulgence of pardon and grace.
Thou shalt find her in the sea of mysteries and the realm of
lights. Through the favors of the Glorious Lord, it is hoped
that those left behind by that pearl will be nurtured in the
shell of God’s infinite bounties and become manifestations of
favors and bestowals.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02726

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Muhammad Taqi Tabasi, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jun-23

O descendant of that illustrious person! Your first and second
letters were received and their details became known and clear.
In truth, after the ascension of that embodiment of faithful-
ness you were afflicted with great hardships. These were divine
tests, for it is impossible for a person not to become the tar-
get of the arrow of destiny in this dustheap. Everyone suffers
tribulations according to their capacity, but praise be to God,
you remained firm and steadfast and did not become disturbed
or distressed. Therefore I am pleased with your conduct and
behavior.

I wish for you luminosity of character and purity and sanctity
of behavior, so that you may become of the essence of the
soul and heart of that one near to the Divine Threshold, and
become “the child is the inner secret of his father.” How many
children have become a disgrace to their fathers and caused
shame and embarrassment to their parents, becoming involved
in deeds that incurred divine wrath, as if that son was not of
that father’s lineage, being of his water and clay but not his
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soul and heart. This is why He addresses Noah saying “he is
not of thy family, his work is unrighteous” referring to Canaan.

3 In any case, be thankful to God that you strive to keep alight
the candle of that noble one, and this is how you should be.
This is befitting of you and I hope that like your father you
will become valiant and like a spiritual rose garden adorned
with the flowers of purity and sanctity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01482

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz
Date: 1921-Jun-24

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received,
expressing supplication, prayer, attraction and enkindlement.
Praise be to God that the homeland of the Exalted One (may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him) has become a rose garden of di-
vine knowledge, and the fragrance of faith and certitude from
that sacred region perfumes the nostrils. It has always been
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hope that that glorious clime would become,
through holy breathings, the envy of the highest paradise, and
that the light of the Sun of Truth would shine so brightly that
dark clouds would completely disperse and the morn of guid-
ance would illumine those regions.

Now praise be to God that the dawn of that blessed land has
risen and day by day grows brighter. This is due to the high
resolve and lofty service of those blessed souls who are con-
firmed and successful in that city. Therefore it is absolutely
certain that day by day the kindled divine fire will blaze more
intensely and the cold of heedlessness and dampness of error
will gradually vanish.

The teachers are indeed arising to serve the manifest light
and will surely receive confirmations. With pure breaths they
inspire the spirit of life, loose their tongues with conclusive
proofs, revive exhausted souls and set stagnant realities in mo-
tion. Blessed are they and excellent their destiny.
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His Holiness Afnan of the Sacred Tree, Haji Mirza Muhammad,
has made an effort and requested mirrors from you for the Holy
House in Shiraz. God willing, soon the upper chamber of the
Holy House will be adorned with these mirrors.

The girls’ school which Janab Sultan Habibu’llah Khan has es-
tablished is a praiseworthy, acceptable and blessed work, and
the reward for this service is promised by the Blessed Beauty
- surely His bounty is appreciated and His recompense abun-
dant. The assured leaf, his noble wife, is praise be to God
the director of this school, complete confirmation and perfect
success attending her.

i As for the air conditioners you have ordered from Paris for the

Holy House in Baghdad, it is very good - send them to Baghdad.
I beseech from divine favors that comfort and healing may be
attained.

A special letter was written to Janab Mirza Muhammad Yazdi.
I implore his confirmation from the Glorious Lord, and likewise
for the other friends.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02731

To: Ustad Habibullah et al., in Bidgul
Date: 1921-Jun-24

O seekers of truth! I beseech the divine favors that each of
your requests, which are based on sincere intention, may be
granted acceptance at the Threshold of Oneness. This is my
earnest supplication.

However, it is among divine traditions that the Sought must
test the seeker, not the seeker test the Sought, for the Sought
is the Most Great Weight - surely the scale of the seeker’s
thought cannot bear it and would shatter. Observe in the
Qur’an, where it is explicitly mentioned in numerous verses:
“Do men think that they will be left alone on saying ‘We believe’
and they will not be tested? Do they not see that they are tried
every year once or twice?”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

§ sl A O i OUL )
é;b&;J@{@j\&}q&
»f ol Oy e C,;.\a-\ og)s 33 Sl
ABSER Ry

AL al Cilas § ol bl G 3 4
JE oas 1) Liae b & yle Oloal
5wl Jf Ab S cils ) Caalis!
);B‘;fp WL > QT);)J J;f el
ol U"U\w\(\\ Sl 555 de o3daze L
o o V05 ey BT O 15T
S si e 8 G os

97

8


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=45
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=45

Vol. 178: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part I (Jan-Jul)

AB04723

Likewise in traditions and narrations, even in the Mathnavi it
is versified that someone asked the Prince of Believers (may my
spirit be a sacrifice for him): “Are you confident and assured
in God’s protection?” He replied “I am certain.” Then the
person said “Then throw yourself down from the roof’s height,
for God is the Protector.” He replied “It befits not the servant
to test his Lord, rather it befits God to test His servant.”

Despite this, I make supplication in humility that each of your
desires which are based on sincere intention may be fulfilled
through divine assistance and your needs be met. Verily God
is independent of all worlds.
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AB04723

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1921-Jun-2/4

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter arrived but
the envelope had been opened. Aga Ahmad has surely sent the
opened envelopes. Therefore, a brief reply is being written.

Praise be to God, through divine assistance and favor, the ban-
ner of the oneness of humanity and sincere love for all people
and goodwill toward government and nation in East and West
is waving among the Baha'’is, and all the people of the world
have become aware that Baha’is are purely good toward all
and kind to all nations of the world.

This is why He explicitly states: “Consort with followers of
all religions in a spirit of friendliness and fellowship.” And
addressing humanity He says: “O people of the world! Ye are
all the fruits of one tree and the leaves of one branch.” This is
the foundation of divine teaching. The friends must all walk
and move upon this path with perfect sincerity.

Convey utmost longing to all the friends on behalf of this ser-

vant. Praise be to God, your letter from beginning to end
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contained contents that brought joy. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07259

To: Ali Khan son of Abdu’lmutallib Tihrani, in Iran
Date: 1921-Jun-2/4

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your eloquently written let-
ter with pleasing contents reached this wanderer in the wilder-
ness of the love of God. Truly you have sincere intentions
and compatible character - I seek eternal confirmation for you.
Now you must, with firm resolve and surpassing determina-
tion, arise to serve the righteous ones in that land and become
a manifestation of the favors of the Lord. The achievement of
purpose depends on divine confirmation, not confined to per-
sonal acquisition. The hope is that a drop may become an
ocean and a prison may become a plain.

“The drop of knowledge that You bestowed from before

Connect it to Your own seas.”

Azerbaijan needs souls who have fire in their spirit and heart -
that is, the fire of the love of God.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08407

To: Arbab Farajullah, in Bidgul
Date: 1921-Jun-2/4

...In the Quran it is mentioned that seven tribes came be-
fore the Secret of Being and Essence of Purpose, His Holiness
Muhammad, peace be upon Him. Fach made his faith con-
tingent upon a miracle. One said: “Bring down a book from
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heaven.” Another said: “Cast down a fragment of heaven to
earth.” Another said: “Make a spring to flow.” Another said:
“Ascend to heaven.” Another said: “Show us the Lord with
His hosts.” Another said: “Produce a treasure.” Another said:
“Bring forth the lofty paradise.” In reply to all of these He de-
clares: “Say: Glory be to my Lord! Am I aught but a mortal
messenger?”...
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AB10281

To: Irene Holmes
Date: 1921-Jun-25

O thou who art heavenly!

If, with the consultation of the Executive Board and its ap-
proval, thou shouldst polish the stone I laid in the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar and engrave on it its story, so that it may become
the corner-stone of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, it would be per-
missible. On the condition, however, that it would be with
the approval of the Executive Board; because I have referred
all the affairs of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar to the Convention. I
hope that through the bounties of God, Mr. Roy Wilhelm, Mr.
Remey, Mr. Latimer, Mrs. Corinne True and thou, all will be
confirmed in the service of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

Unto thee be Abha Glory!

SW__v124#13 p.218
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AB00138

To: Mihtar Idalji Pir Vafa Rindiliya, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jul-01

O Mir-i-Vafa! In the world of existence there is no quality
more excellent, more pleasing, and more sweet than faithful-
This virtue is among the greatest foundations of the
divine religion. If a person be deprived of all praiseworthy
attributes but be characterized by this holy quality, he shall
ultimately attain to all perfections. And if one should possess
all excellent qualities but lack faithfulness, all those perfections
will be transformed into imperfection, that good into evil, that
light into darkness, and that glory into abasement. Praise be
to God, thou art faithful. My hope is that thou mayest become
Mir-i-Vafa (Prince of Faithfulness).

ness.

2 In this wondrous Dispensation the Parsi people have shown
such devotion that Zoroaster, may my spirit be a sacrifice unto
Him, hath become joyous in the realm of Heaven. They are in-
deed a noble people. As thou hast written: “The corruption of
Western morals is gradually infiltrating among them.” Some
Parsis have become enamored with Western ways and man-
ners, not knowing that Western morality has become greatly
corrupted. The proof of this is this terrible, relentless war the
like of which hath never occurred in any age - a conclusive
evidence of moral degradation. Only those souls who have
gathered beneath the celestial Tree and have become a gar-
den and meadow through the teachings of Baha’u’llah shall ac-
quire virtuous character. Every nation advances through good
character and declines through evil character, falling from the
loftiest heights to the lowest depths of savagery.

Most Parsis are still afflicted with a nightmarish slumber but
will soon awaken. It is evident that the sun rises after the
darkness of night, and a fearsome darkness now encompasses
both East and West. If Shah Bahram does not appear in such
a dark crisis, when will he shine forth? All the glad-tidings
given by the Lord of Lords have been fulfilled. Hushidar is the
Bab, may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him, Shah Bahram is
Baha’u’llah, and as for me, I am ‘Abdu’l-Baha, meaning the
humble servant of Baha - I desire no other title or distinction.
Both appeared at a time to deliver devoted souls from the
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darkness of the natural world, for the natural world is the
animal world while the human world is celestial.

Consider now how the society of men is, like the animal,
drowned in the sea of nature; no trace of the world of human-
ity is discerned. The people of the world must judge with
fairness: can aught save the teachings of Baha’'u’llah—which
are the rays of the Sun of Truth—prevail over this long winter
night, wrapped in deepest darkness, cause the bright morn
to dawn, and make the world a rose-garden? No, by God!
Should there be but the least measure of equity, it would bear
witness that the light of this Sun is world-encompassing, and
that the rays of this Orb illumine the realm of man. But the
animal world is infinitely dark: it is savagery, bloodthirstiness,
tyranny and injustice, corruption and ignorance; it is the
struggle for existence, the mine of greed and cruelty, the
source of boundless covetousness. And the world of mankind
is darker than the blackest night and lower than the animal.
All philosophers acknowledge this claim. Thus it hath become
evident that the world of humanity standeth in need of a
divine Physician and a heavenly Educator. Naught save the
power of God can withstand nature.

In brief, it is even as thou hast written: this is the Golden Age
which must appear. It hath repeatedly been written: Shah
Bahram is His Holiness Baha’u’llah; I am His servant. This
is my shining crown; this is my radiant star. Consider that
all the wise men of East and West—even the materialists of
the Occident—acknowledge that in this day the salvation and
prosperity of the world of humanity lie in the teachings of His
Holiness Baha’u’llah.

i As for my journey to India, that resteth with the decree of

the All-Merciful, not with the wishes of others. Yet though I
am in Palestine, in every spot throughout the world I cry out
and lament, and proclaim the advent of Truth; and with the
faithful friends I am companion and confidant, of one melody
and one voice.

The teachings of His Holiness Baha’u’llah ye shall discern from
such epistles as the Words of Paradise, the Ishraqat, the Tajal-
liyat, and the Bisharat. Refer ye to these epistles, and ponder
well their teachings, that ye may draw light from the Truth.
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Among the teachings of Baha’u’llah is the independent inves-
tigation of reality; and among them is the oneness of mankind,
for all creation are the sheep of God and He is the kind Shep-
herd. He created all, provided sustenance for all, educated all,
nurtured all. Assuredly He is kind to all His sheep. This is the
divine policy, and we must follow the divine policy. If some-
one is sick, we must heal him, not show enmity. If one is a
child, we must educate him until he reaches maturity. If one
is ignorant, we must teach him until he becomes knowing.

Among Baha’u’llah’s teachings is that religion must accord
with science and reason, for if it conflicts, it is mere imita-
tion and the wise and knowing cannot accept it. Among His
teachings is that religion must be the cause of unity and fel-
lowship among men, and if it becomes the cause of hatred and
enmity, its absence is preferable. If a physician is unskilled and
his remedies harm the patients, surely no treatment is better
than his treatment.

Among the teachings is the abandonment of religious prejudice,
racial prejudice, political prejudice, and even patriotic preju-
dice. The whole earth is one country, for any person can live
in any spot on the terrestrial globe. Among the teachings are
justice and right, equality between men and women, promotion
of sciences and arts, and that craft is identical with worship.
Among the teachings is service to humanity without exception,
universal peace, the creation of a universal language, education
for all humanity, complete truthfulness and obedience to just
government, and the sharing of wealth among mankind.

And of this kind, the greatest word which causes the expansion
of spirit is the meaning of detachment from the world of nature
and entry into the divine kingdom. I beseech divine favors that
thou mayest become the first heavenly herald and promote the
truth. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BSW#12.17x
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To: Unknown, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-01

O my God, my Refuge and my Shelter! I bow my face to the
dust and raise my hands to heaven, calling upon You with a
heart throbbing with Your remembrance, tears flowing from
love for You, a spirit at rest through Your grace and bounty,
and a soul thirsting for the wine of Your pardon and forgive-
ness. Isay: O Forgiver of sins, O Fulfiller of gifts, O Remover of
afflictions, O Merciful One to all creation! Verily Your maid-
servant - stranger, alone, unique in Your path, far from her
homeland in love for You - has journeyed to You, arrived be-
fore You, and reached the fountain of Your grace and bounty.
I beseech You to honor her resting place, accept her endeavors,
and make her a sign of forgiveness and an object of pardon and
bounty.

O Lord! She believed in You and Your verses, was attracted by
Your fragrances, recited Your verses and words, gave glad tid-
ings of the dawning of the Sun of Your divine Oneness, called
out Your name in Your kingdom, left her homeland, distanced
herself from family and friends, bore every hardship and suf-
fering, and found sweet the bitterness of separation - all out
of love for teaching children and passion for educating girls in
the farthest lands. She remained for years, patiently enduring
fatigue morning and evening, striving to cultivate the minds of
innocent children from noble lineage. Never did she weaken in
carrying out what was ordained for her in that distant region.
Rather, she persevered night and day, evening and dawn, in
serving Your loved ones and teaching the young ones nourished
at the breast of Your providence - until her bones weakened,
her constitution failed, her body wasted away, and her flesh
melted.

She returned to You, relying on Your favors, longing for near-
ness to You and meeting You, rejoicing in Your pardon and
bounty. Your loved ones’ hearts were constricted at her de-
parture, Your chosen ones’ tears flowed, and cries and laments
rose from the hearts of Your servants. They held memorial ser-
vices for Your handmaiden and consolation for Your loved ones
whose hearts were burned, whose tears flowed, whose breasts
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and ribs were inflamed with the fire of grief and passion. They
wept like bereaved mothers in this mourning and sought for-
giveness for her with burning hearts and breasts affected by
this great calamity.

O Lord! Make her embraced by forgiveness, befriended by the
holy birds in the world of spirits, free from physical needs,
successful in reaching Your holy threshold in the eternal realm,
sanctified from the burden of sins in the sphere of prosperity
and success. O Lord! Illuminate her face with the light of
Your mercy, perfume her nostrils with the fragrance of Your
heavenly gardens, delight her eyes with beholding Your divine
countenance, and grant her a station in the seat of truth near
Your mercy. Open the doors before her face, gather her with
the holy leaves, the handmaidens and companions, and assist
her to reach Your kingdom of mysteries in the world of lights.
Verily You are the All-Merciful, the Compassionate. Verily
You are the All-Forgiving, the Generous. Verily You are the
Exalted Shelter. Verily You are the Pardoning, the Faithful,
the All-Sufficient, the Mighty, the Great.
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To: Inayatullah Khan et al., in Tihran

Date: 1921-Jul-01

O my Loving Lord, Who showers upon the reality of existence
an eternal outpouring in the realm of being, Who has ordained
for His loved ones the praiseworthy station in the arc of ascent!
O Lord! Verily Your sincere servant named Muhammad has
turned to You with a pure breast and a detached heart and
spirit, arriving at the stream of Your mercy and coming to
the threshold of Your eternal being, yearning for nearness and
meeting, hoping for triumph and permanence, spreading the
wings of success, growing wings to soar to the zenith of bounty
and to ascend to the kingdom of faithfulness and to arrive at
the court of grandeur and to enter the highest paradise and to
abide eternally in the Garden of Refuge.

O Lord! He held fast to the sure handle and acknowledged
the shining of Your light from the highest horizon and arose to
serve You among the people and strove a praiseworthy striving
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until he might attain an abundant reward and drink from a
cup whose mixture was camphor, and he bore the blame of
the base ones and the gloating of enemies, and he neither grew
anxious nor frightened from the attack of foes; he spoke the
truth and uttered honesty and submitted to Your sovereignty
with all effort and disavowed every wicked disbeliever, and he
established through Your manifestation the proof and evidence
and clear argument, explanation and exposition.

When he grew weary of the world and increased in aversion
and flight from the lower realm, he sought the gate of bounty
and took refuge in the court of grace and generosity and benef-
icence, and sought protection in the sanctuary of pardon and
forgiveness and took shelter in the vicinity of mercy and benev-
olence. O Lord! Honor his arrival and make goodly his entry
at the threshold of Your most exalted holiness and Your lumi-
nous court of grace, and grant him a lofty station and a radiant,
glorious canopy, that he may attain the sufficient gift and the
adequate mercy, and say: “Praise be to You, O my God, for
what You have bestowed upon me of abundant blessing and

'77

expansive mercy and sufficient gift and adequate forgiveness!

O Lord! I am one crying for help - You have helped me; and
a stranger - You have sheltered me; and a sinner - You have
pardoned me; and abased - You have honored me; and poor
- You have enriched me; and seeking protection - You have
honored me; and captive - You have freed me. Yours is the
generosity and beneficence, and Yours is the grace and favor
toward those who seek protection in the vicinity of mercy and
good-pleasure. Verily You are the Bestower, verily You are the
King of pardon and forgiveness. There is no God but You, the
Kind, the Merciful, the Helper.
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To: Baha’is of the world
Date: 1921-Jul-02

O ye who are tried in the love of God!

God, exalted be He, hath said in the Mighty Qur’an: “Do men
imagine that they will be left to say, ‘We believe’, and that
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they shall not be tried?” Thus there is of a certainty no escape
from testing and trial.

Likewise hath God, exalted be He, declared: “We shall as-
suredly test you with something of fear and hunger and loss
of goods and lives and fruits; but give thou glad-tidings unto
them that are patient, who, when calamity descendeth upon
them, say: ‘Verily we are God’s, and unto Him shall we re-
turn.”’

And again hath He said, exalted is He: “Do ye imagine that
ye shall enter Paradise while there hath not yet come upon
you the like of that which befell those who were before you?
Affliction and adversity touched them...” and so on to the end
of the verse.

There is, then, no doubt and no hesitation that these beloved
ones have drained a bitter cup in the path of the love of God;
yet these very afflictions are naught but the essence of be-
stowals, forasmuch as they have befallen them in the way of
God. Trial is the sign of loyalty.

And hath not the Blessed One—may the peace of God be upon
Him—said: “No Prophet hath been tormented as I have been
tormented”? And again: “Say: O people of the Book! Do ye
resent us for aught save that we have believed in God and in
His signs, and in that which hath been sent down unto you and
unto us...” and so forth unto the close of the verse.

The sum of the matter is this: the ignoble are ever the enemies
of the noble. Such is the ordinance of God from past ages and
in ages yet to come, and never shalt thou find in the ordinance
of God any change.

Be ye, therefore, assured, O ye beloved of God, that the Con-
course on high maketh mention of you with the fairest of
praises, and saith: “Welcome unto you, O tranquil souls! Wel-
come unto you, O hearts filled with gladness! Welcome unto
you, O faces shining and aglow! Welcome unto you, O eyes
that are fixed upon God!”

Blessed are ye for this supreme bounty; glad-tidings be unto
you for this most great favour.
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To: Khalil Rahmani Farani
Date: 1921-Jul-03

O herald of the Covenant! Thou art indeed steadfast and
firm, articulate and aware. The letter dated the fourteenth
of Sha’ban 1339 was received, and its contents brought the
utmost joy, for it spoke of the attraction and gladness of the
friends in the land of Kha, and bore glad tidings of the exal-
tation of the Word of God. The land of Khurasan was ever
the object of special attention from the King of the Covenant,
Who showed particular favour to its people, and they are truly
deserving of it.

2 O herald of the Covenant! Give thanks unto God that thou

art the recipient of His gracious regard and art aided by the
confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom. The light of
His grace encompasseth that household, and a special bounty
from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful is ordained for them.
I cherish the hope that this manifestation of favours will stir
those regions to motion.

Convey my utmost longing to those souls who have newly en-
tered the stream of the All-Merciful. They must render a thou-
sand thanks at every moment that they have been confirmed
in attaining this bounty—that guidance which was the ultimate
desire of those near the Divine Threshold. They have quaffed
a wine whose exhilaration is eternal; they have donned a robe
that is a heavenly garment; they have partaken of a feast that
is an everlasting table of divine sustenance; they have found
a shelter that is the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree; they have
sought a mighty refuge that is the Sovereign of the Companions
of the Cave. Let them therefore thank their Lord for having
made them signs of guidance and manifestations of the praise
of the Concourse on High.

Convey heartfelt greetings to that honoured person and to his
eminence Hishmat. I implore mighty confirmations from His
glorious favours. I hope that you may attain to your heart’s
desire, lay your head upon the Sacred Threshold, and perfume
your face and hair.

5 Convey to the spiritual assembly of Faran the overflowing of
this yearning heart. These souls are among the chosen ones of
Truth, and they shall assuredly be so confirmed as to marvel
at themselves.
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;O handmaiden of God, thou who art attracted to the Beauty! I

convey unto thee the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greet-
ings. My hope is that, through the confirmation of the Peerless
Lord, thou mayest become a diffuser of the fragrances of God
and render service to the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. The
gathering of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful in Faran is a
mirror reflecting the bounties of the Lord.

Convey to the handmaiden of God Bibi Qudsiyyih, the hand-
maiden of God Sardar Agha, Ruh-Angiz Agha, Surur Agha,
the handmaiden of God Tuba, the honored sisters, the hand-
maiden of God the mother of Haji Nasru’llah Bik, the hand-
maiden of God Dilshad Agha, the handmaiden of God Bibi
Gawhar Taj, the handmaiden of God Mah-Taban, the hand-
maiden of God Muluk Agha, the handmaiden of God Bilgis,
the handmaiden of God Kawkab, the handmaiden of God the
wife of Agha Karim Bik, the handmaiden of God the wife
of Intizam-Divan, the handmaiden of God the wife of Kar-
bila’i Mir Ghulam-Husayn Bik, the handmaiden of God Sultan
Agha, the handmaiden of God Bibi Fatimih Sultan, the hand-
maiden of God Bibi Sardar, the handmaiden of God Sahib
Sultan, the handmaiden of God Hayatiyyih, the handmaiden
of God Khayru’-Nisa, the handmaiden of God the mother of
Mir Musaffa, the handmaiden of God the wife of Haji, the
handmaiden of God the wife of Mulla ‘Ali, the handmaiden of
God the wife of Agha Jan, the handmaiden of God the wife of
the late Karbila’i Mirza, the handmaiden of God the wife of
Mir Agha Muhammad-Quli, the handmaiden of God the wife
of Mir Ghulam-Rida Bik, the handmaiden of God the wife
of Mulla Husayn, the handmaiden of God the wife of Mulla
Haji Muhammad, the handmaiden of God the wife of Mulla
Ahmad, the handmaiden of God the wife of the late Mulla
‘Abdu’llah, the handmaiden of God the wife of Haji Haydar-
‘Ali, and all the loved ones of Khayru’l-Qura, especially Mirza
‘Abdu’l-Vahhab and the honored uncle with his wife, and my
brother Agha Jalal, and the honored Agha ‘Ammu with his
wife, and the cousins Agha Nasru’llah and Agha Masihu’llah
and Agha Habib, and the handmaiden of God ‘Ismat Agha
- convey to them all the utmost kindness, love and affection
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

These blessed souls are manifestations of the signs of unity
and dawning-places of the lights of detachment. On the Day
of Manifestation they became intoxicated with the revelation
of the One Who conversed on Sinai, and they have found eter-
nal rapture from the wine of love, becoming immersed in the
effulgence of the Glorious Beauty. It is certain that they will
bring Khurasan to ecstasy and joy, and will create such enthu-
siasm and rapture as must needs be, causing the Orient to be
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illumined with the manifest light, and from all directions the
cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” shall be raised, and
“on that day the believers shall rejoice” shall be fulfilled.

And upon all be the Glory of the Most Glorious!
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AB11666

To: Baha’is of Faran et al., in Haifa
Date: 1921-Jul-03

O my illumined friends! His Honor Jalal has mentioned in his
letter those who are yearning for the Divine Beauty. When I
read those blessed names, joy and delight were obtained and
spirit and fragrance were attained. Glory be to God! A name
has such an effect that like a letter it has expression and carries
the fragrance of musk and ambergris. This is from the outpour-
ings of the Most Glorious Beauty and the infinite favors of the
Blessed Beauty that He has bestowed such connection upon
the hearts that a name has taken on the effect of a letter and
the name has become identical with the named.

Verily I find that the divine fragrances have perfumed the re-
gion of Khurasan. The lights of guidance will spread therein,
the Most Great Word will be exalted, the spirit of life will
be breathed into the decayed bones, the dead will emerge alive
from their graves, soon the blind will see, the deaf will hear, the
dumb will speak, and the dead will be quickened through the
power and might of the outpourings of Baha’u’llah. And you,
O friends of God, rejoice in the glad-tidings of God, loose your
tongues in remembrance of God, speak the truth, guide the
people to the path of guidance, deliver them from these pitch-
dark shadows, and illumine them with brilliant lights from on
high.

Open eloquent tongues, give forth compelling utterance, estab-
lish proofs. A pure soul will affect even stone and the ray of
the Sun of Truth will pierce mountains. You are the dawning-
places of God’s gift, the rising-points of the light of God’s
guidance, and the recipients of God’s inspiration. Therefore
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rejoice in this boundless bestowal. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB11675

To: Qudratullah Husaynuf, in Faran
Date: 1921-Jul-05

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Your letter arrived. Letters have been written to the blessed
souls who have recently entered beneath the shade of the Di-
vine Lote Tree and sent through Jinab-i-Shah Khalilullah, as
he too had written down the names of those pure souls. Now
the reply to this recent letter of yours is being written as well.

Praise be to God that your nostrils are perfumed by the di-
vine fragrance and your brow illumined by the light of God’s
guidance, and that with heart and soul you are occupied with
remembrance and devotion, and are holding fast to the Most
Great Handle. Be confident that divine confirmations will
reach you and the lights of success will dawn from the hori-
zon of grace. You are the object of the glances of the Eye of
divine mercy and the focus of the gaze of kindness and grace.

Strive as much as you can in guiding souls so that the greatest
bounty may become manifest and the doors of spiritual out-
pourings may open. You are a divine farmer, sowing the seeds
of divine knowledge in the field of hearts. Place your trust
in God’s April showers, and thank God that every seed will
yield seven ears, and every ear will nurture a hundred grains.
Eventually the harvest of divine bounty will be gathered.

I hope that from the Court of the One you will be enabled to
serve your parents with utmost strength. Those two helpless
ones have truly faced severe hardships. May you become the
cause of arranging means for their comfort, and likewise be as-
sisted in educating your brothers that they may receive divine
training and learn heavenly manners.
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; Now you must remain in those parts so that you may be suc- L;Zy ol b bl Olmio O ys b s
cessful in service, and in the future my hope is that you will 4,,[1, S o (.,\7,\ L 53 5 (65 f

attain to your ultimate desire. wor G Sl I

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. 6\,&\ S e

FRH.090-091

AB12293

To: Thabiti, Mirza Aqa Jan son of Mulla Ali Asghar, in Birjand
Date: 1921-Jul-05

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Give thanks unto God —ale & 1, lus SN ol b
that thou art like unto a brilliant lamp, and as the birds of 4w Jfs 5 Ok o *alic 5 559, Cé
the meadow art melodious and tuneful. Thou hast a head
filled with ardor, joy and gladness, and abundant attraction ) ) .
to the Cause. This pure servitude is a magnet that draweth N o el o 2 Sl ol
the confirmations of the One True God. A listless person de- o] uf‘”' Sl U’“d’ L” bl
serveth naught but stillness and lethargy, but the servants of 2 d’if Al by . 335 olull ol
the Desired One are worthy and befitting of radiant light and ad b s = OKJ“ o 2 <
the flame of Sinai. The coldness of lethargy rendereth man S2x SLB tded ? ‘3\{); ”"l, o ’
deprived of every bounty, while the heat of the love of the %2 G &= A N oo
Beloved of Glory leadeth the lover to the court where the Peer- LSS dla it s <~ 2 4l
less Beauty is made manifest. My B s M S

Sosr 3 A3 > sty e Kol

Therefore, as much as thou art able, be thou aflame - yet with 4 4 y oK2 1y 0y dad Sl5 b o
wisdom - and be harmonious in thy melody - yet with mod- Gl e b Jdme Ly 52 Jlass Ll
eration, lest it cause minds to be disturbed. Place thy trust - K ys oS s J?j 5 K
in God and in this Ark of Salvation unfurl the sails of clear A el b o5 \jt;l ST absb ol
evidences, that thou mayest reach the divine shore and attain ' T el

: . G Dola 5 Gl sl O
eternal glory and everlasting felicity. 7 24 e

T
O my God, my God! Aid this servant through Thy celestial PR Sslad i 1ds Sue ,\;\ A A
confirmations and Thy merciful assistance. Cause him to speak L, L Al il wile )l Kl
Thy praise concerning the Manifestation of Thy divine unity sl el g &;'Le) éh" , &;;.\ 55
and the Dawning-Place of Thy mercy. Verily, Thou art the e . .

One Who hath power over whatsoever Thou willest, and verily, ) A 2l STy B e e
Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful. BRL_ DAK#0499
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AB12180

To: Friedrich Albert Renftle, in Karlsruhe
Date: 1921-Jul-09

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Its meanings were spiritual emanations and evidence of the
attainment of heavenly bounty. Praise be to God that in that
city this lamp was lit and the teachings of Baha’u’llah were
spread. I am certain that the gates of the Kingdom have been
opened to that city and blessed souls will arise so that the light
of truth may shine and the darkness of ancient traditions may
vanish.

The lamp that thou hadst sent for the Holy Shrine - I myself
will take it and light it with my own hand in that sacred spot.
Likewise, the flower vase will be placed in a respected position
in the Most Exalted Spot, and both will be accepted with
honor.

That seeker of truth will surely sacrifice himself for the Divine
Unity. Mr. Remey is a dear guest. Surely he has become
the cause of joy and delight to the friends of God in that city.
The gatherings that are formed in thy home are under the
shadow of the outpourings of the All-Merciful, and the seekers
are quickened by the breathings of the Holy Spirit.

Convey on my behalf the utmost love and kindness to Dr. A.
Bruner and Dr. Georges E. Miiller. I supplicate to the King-
dom of God on their behalf that heavenly blessing may de-
scend, divine assistance and favor may encompass them, that
they may become successful in the service of God, become two
lamps of guidance, and two melodious birds in the divine gar-
den.

And my hope is that Professor Dr. Forel may attain heavenly
power, discover spiritual realities and meanings, and promote
divine philosophy. Convey heavenly kindness on my behalf to
their daughter, and deliver a celestial message from me to the
honored and esteemed lady, his wife.

i And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.591-592
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To: Mirza Abbas, in Ahvaz
Date: 1921-Jul-09

O thou servant of the sacred Threshold! It is possible, nay
most easy, to please God, for if only one is pure in heart, His
good-pleasure is attained; but to please the people is of the
utmost difficulty. God Himself did not succeed in pleasing the
people—how can thou and I hope to do it? Still, we should
strive as far as possible, for “that which cannot be achieved in
its entirety should not be discarded in its entirety”.1

It is my hope that, through the infinite bounties of the
Almighty Lord, thou mayest achieve both. I for one have not
succeeded; God willing, thou mayest succeed and pray in turn
for my success. For the good-pleasure of God and that of His
servants are the greatest of divine bestowals; indeed God’s
good-pleasure resideth in our being pleased with His servants.

O Lord! Graciously assist me and this servant of Thine to
attain unto this supreme bounty, that we may be pleased with
everyone and they may be pleased with us. I beseech God to
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To: Aqa Siyyid Hidayatullah Shahab Farani, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-10

...In the days of the Light of Guidance and the Lamp of the
Concourse on High, His Holiness Muhammad ibn Abdullah -
upon Him be thousands of salutations and praise, one would
cry out “He hath forged a lie against God, or there is a madness
in him!” Another would exclaim “Ye follow none other than a
man bewitched!” Yet another would say “O thou unto whom
the Reminder is revealed! thou art indeed a madman!” An-
other would declare “These are but tales of the ancients!” An-
other would proclaim “Confused dreams; nay, he hath forged
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it; nay, he is but a poet!” Another would treat Him as “when
they see thee, they take thee not except for mockery!” Another
would shout “Is this he whom God hath sent as a messenger?”
And another, among the renowned scholars of that age, Nadr
ibn Harith, would dare to say “O God! If this be indeed the
truth from Thee, then rain down stones on us from heaven!”

There are many such incidents that every soul should pon-
der, that he may know how, whenever a brilliant Star shone
forth from the horizon of the Most Great Prophethood, what
the bats did and said, how they inflicted harm and injury, to
what degree their pride and arrogance reached, and how fathers
would reproach and revile their guided sons. Walid rejected
while his son believed; Abu Jahl denied while his son Ikrima
accepted. How greatly these two renowned fathers reproached
and reviled their two believing and assured sons! Whenever
the Messenger - peace be upon Him - would see these two sons,
He would say “He bringeth forth the living from the dead, and
bringeth forth the dead from the living.”

Be thou not sorrowful, neither be thou grieved. Soon thy kith
and kin shall cry out “By God, indeed hath God preferred thee
above us!” Thou must show the utmost respect and considera-
tion to thy father. This is among the divine ordinances in this
Dispensation. We hope that souls may become the manifesta-
tion of this blessed verse: “Our Lord! we have heard a Crier
calling to the faith, saying ‘Believe ye in your Lord,” and we
have believed.”

When Moses appeared, they cried out that a fugitive murderer
had returned claiming prophethood. And on the day of the
manifestation of Christ - may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him
- the Jewish divines cried out “Woe unto us! This fatherless
one claims the support of the Holy Spirit!” And they addressed
Mary saying “O sister of Aaron! Thy father was not a man of
evil, nor was thy mother an unchaste woman!” And in the
day of the appearance of the Great Luminary of Guidance,
Muhammad the Chosen One - may my spirit be a sacrifice
unto Him - they cried out “This is but a man like ourselves -
he eateth food and walketh in the streets. Unless an angel be
sent down with him to be a warner!”

5 Indeed, they repeatedly squeezed His blessed throat until He

nearly declared “Verily we are God’s, and to Him do we re-
turn.” As it is recorded in the books that one day Abu Jahl
squeezed His throat in the House of Ka’bah until He was near
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to yielding up His spirit. At that moment Hamzah, His uncle,
was returning from the hunt with a bow in his hand, and he
rushed upon Abu-Jahl and saved His Holiness from the tor-
ment of that wretched one. Then Abu-Jahl said, “Have you
too become a follower of this person?” Until that time Hamzih
was not a believer, but his sense of honor was aroused and he
replied, “Yes, I too have become His follower.” This very act
of protection caused him to be blessed with the light of faith.

; When His Holiness observed the extreme intensity of the op-

position of the people of Mecca, He hastened to Ta’if, that
perchance they might hearken to the Word of Truth. The
youth and rabble of Ta’if gathered around His Holiness and
began to mock Him, and struck stones at His blessed heels un-
til blood flowed. From the intensity of pain His Holiness sat
down. The opposers came and made Him stand up, saying
He must leave. When He moved they again struck stones at
His blessed heels and heaped abuse and insult upon Him, until
His Holiness reached the garden of one of the nobles. Out of
respect for the garden’s owner, the assailants withdrew. The
owner of the garden was sitting with his guest at the upper
window. The guest said that this person had suffered much
injury and was weary, and asked that a cluster of grapes be
sent to Him. The owner of the garden refused. The guest in-
sisted until, compelled, he sent a cluster of grapes through his
servant whose name was ‘Addas.

As ‘Addas was from Nineveh and of the people of Jonah, peace
be upon him, His Holiness asked him, “Where are you from?”
He replied, “I am from Nineveh.” He said, “Nineveh is the
city of Jonah, peace be upon him.” As the servant, being from
Hijaz, had not heard the name of Jonah, peace be upon him, he
asked with utmost astonishment, “Do you know Jonah?” He
replied, “Yes, Jonah is my brother and is among the Prophets
of God, possessor of manifest signs.” The servant was greatly
gladdened by His Holiness’s words and kissed His hand. The
garden owner said to his guest, “Did you see how my servant
was led astray by this person, for he kissed His hand?”

short, ‘Addas was so reproached that he was forced to flee.

In

The point is that some imagine that when the light of
prophethood dawned, all people cried out “We hear and we
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obey!” They know not what afflictions were visited upon those
Essences of being, and what denial and pride they witnessed
from all. This is why He says, “Is it not that whenever there
came to you a Messenger with that which your souls desired
not, you grew arrogant? Some you called impostors and some
you slay.”
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AB00633

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Letter No. 24 from
Namruy was received. Henceforth pay close attention to the
numbers. This time the letter arrived safely sealed with this
correct seal. There is a successive crisis of ministers. Through
your good self, details have been written regarding certain ones
like Mustawfi’l-Mamalik and Vuthuqu’d-Dawlih. You must cer-
tainly show the details of what was written to them or their
relatives.

2 I hope that the new minister will follow a sound course. It is
as thou didst write - that land will find no rest save through
the teachings of the Lord, the All-Bountiful, and there can be
no deliverance from this perilous and grievous state. Glory be
to God! The wise ones of other lands acknowledge that today
the cause of the success and prosperity of the human world
are the teachings of the Blessed Beauty, and except through
this supreme remedy, there can be no health and well-being
from this deadly poison that has affected the liver of the world.
Yet the people of Iran are still asleep. There is no doubt that
ere long the treatment of this divine Physician will influence
the body of humanity, and health and healing will begin to
appear and manifest. The thoughts of Gilan will spread to
others as well. I hope the friends of God will be protected
and preserved under divine protection. Convey my heartfelt
and special attachment to the saplings of the divine garden,
especially the spiritual youth, the glorious children. Extend
my kindness to the family of Ibn-i-Asdaq on my behalf.
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These days I began work on the Holy House in the City of God
in Baghdad. All the inhabitants of Baghdad rose up in oppo-
sition and pride, and with full force and by order of the gov-
ernment courts and through the police, expelled the servants
of the House and took possession of it. The cry of the masses
reached the ethereal sphere that “This house is the pilgrim-
place of the Baha’is! As long as we have life in our bodies, we
will not allow it to fall into Baha’i hands!” We also had no
deed or proof in hand. All the friends of God in Baghdad were
weeping while the enemies were joyous and laughing, and all
paths were cut off and blocked. ‘Abdu’l-Baha turned to the
Divine Threshold, and through the confirmations of the Abha
Kingdom, the usurpers and opponents were disappointed and
failed. The house was freed from the clutches of the oppressors
and, without legal proof or judicial order, was surrendered to
the servants, and the building is being constructed in utmost
glory. This was not achieved through the just government, but
rather through other means - it was purely the confirmation of
the Blessed Beauty.

In any case, this matter is of utmost importance. It is the exal-
tation of the Word of God and the manifestation of the great-
ness of the Cause that after fifty years, the revered House has
once again been raised up despite the enemies, and it must be
built in utmost glory. Since ‘Abdu’l-Baha absolutely does not
wish to impose on anyone, you and Jenab-i-Amin must send
with utmost speed ten thousand tumans from what is available
to Haji Mahmud Qassabchi in Baghdad, for the construction
of the House requires at least thirty or forty thousand tumans,
and this is among the most pressing expenses that cannot be
delayed. According to the people, it is more obligatory than
prayer.

If it cannot be prepared quickly, collect it gradually from debts.
Whenever this amount is fully prepared, telegraph me that it
is ready so that I may inform Baghdad and give them instruc-
tions.
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AB03400

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin
Date: 1921-Jul-10

O you who are steadfast in the Covenant! Your detailed letter
was received, but I can only answer that ocean with a drop, as I
do not have time. That family has been divine from the Day of
Alast - they took up the cup of the love of God, drank from it
and gave others to drink. Praise be to God that in all ranks and
circumstances they remained steadfast in love and faithfulness,
and the gaze of the favor of the Intended Lord encompassed
them and endless bounties were attained. ‘Abdu’l-Baha con-
siders that family related to himself and counts all its members
as faithful servants of the Abha Beauty. The servitude of that
family will become evident and manifest in the future. All
of this is due to the blessing of the sincerity of the respected
grandfather and noble father, “and the blame of any blamer
did not deter them in the Cause of God, rather they remained
firm on the straight path with the firmness of a tree whose
roots are fixed in the earth and whose branch is in heaven, not
shaken by the force of winds even if they were to be hurricanes
uprooting palm trees that have no firmness or stability.”

Today the greatest gift is steadfastness in the Cause of the
Lord and striving to diffuse the divine fragrances. Praise be to
God, you are successful in both. Blessed art thou for this great
bounty! Good news to thee for this manifest grace! Convey
my utmost longing and consideration to all members of that
family. And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.
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AB12473

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-10

O divine herald! Your recent letter was received and its con-
tents bespoke the attraction of your heart, that despite these
trials and tribulations that have befallen you, you are fresh and
verdant through the outpourings of the cloud of favor, and your
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sacrifice, with perfect steadfastness and constancy, is the ob-
ject of praise of the Concourse on High and the recipient of
glorification from the Abha Kingdom.

From your earliest years until this day, praise be to God, you
have been advancing and progressing, and it is certain that
until your last breath you will continue to soar in the heights
of the ether.

My hope is that you will strive with heart and soul, in word and
deed, to spread the verses of divine unity, for you are attached
to the Unique, Peerless, Wronged One of the horizons.

And upon you be the glory shining from the highest horizon
and the wondrous, luminous greeting.
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Date: 1921-Jul-11

His honour the Muvaqqaru’d-Dawlih was of the Afnan of the
Divine Lote-Tree and a kinsman of the Exalted One, the Bab,
may my soul be a sacrifice unto Him. From earliest childhood,
signs of intelligence and wisdom, and evidences of understand-
ing and discernment, were manifest in his blessed countenance.
Even as an infant in the cradle, signs of nobility were apparent
upon his brow. When he reached adolescence, both friends and
strangers alike observed distinguished qualities in his bearing
and were amazed by his conduct. Having received an excellent
upbringing, he strove with the utmost zeal and determination
to acquire both material and spiritual perfections. In that land
he mastered the literary arts and beneficial sciences.

Upon reaching maturity, he acquired a new radiance and man-
ifested different qualities. He was the very embodiment of
dignity, and the epitome of composure and tranquility. When
he learned of the Manifestation of the Bab and became aware
of the tribulations that befell that Supreme Manifestation, he
was seized with such fervor and attraction, and was enkindled
with such passion and ardor, that he penetrated the mysteries
of the Cause and was guided by the lights of divine guidance.
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He received the glad-tidings of “Him Whom God shall make
manifest” and became aware of the rising of the Sun of Truth.
He became so attracted and enkindled by the waves of the in-
finite ocean and the boundless effusions of the Most Exalted
Word that he lost all self-control. Day and night he was like a
surging sea, his ears ever attentive to the celestial call.

With the utmost eloquence and clarity, he engaged in prais-
ing the Manifestation of the Divine Luminary. When the light
became manifest, he was a sign of divine unity and a stan-
dard of the Glorious Lord. In exposition and explanation,
he was a master of expression, and his eloquent words filled
those present with the utmost joy and fragrance. His peti-
tions would continuously reach the Most Holy Court, and the
Blessed Beauty would say with utmost delight, “Read the let-
ter of Muqir’d-Dawlih,” and responses would be immediately
revealed. Thus he received numerous tablets and was honored
with addresses from the Lord of Lords. The tablets revealed
manifest supreme kindness and favor, and he was present in
spirit and heart at the Holy Court, addressed with “Verily,
thou art among the blessed branches which have grown from
this Sacred Tree.”

In brief, he was in the utmost joy and delight, and supremely
blessed by the attention of Him Who conversed on Sinai. His
spiritual ecstasy would constantly reach the Holy Land and
bring joy to the servants of the Divine Unity, until the Sun of
Truth set in the realm of possibility and rose from the dawning-
place of the invisible realm. The news of this supreme calamity
and greatest tragedy so filled His Holiness the Afnan with grief
and sorrow that his eloquent tongue fell silent for a time and
the waves of divine knowledge grew still. Day and night he was
companion to sighs and laments, and morning and evening
his grieving heart was intimate with moaning and weeping.
‘Abdu’l-Baha would correspond with him and console him un-
til he was once again stirred to action and found renewed spirit
and fragrance, dedicating himself to serving the Cause of God.

For a period he was appointed governor of the coastal regions
of the Sea of Oman, where he administered with justice and
fairness. All cities and regions of the coast were delighted with
his wisdom and leadership, and all who loosed their tongues
in praise declared him peerless and without equal, a champion
of justice and fairness between rich and poor. During his time
in government, he yearned to serve humanity, and his high-
est aspirations were the comfort of the citizenry, the welfare
of the nation, and the execution of justice. Continually did
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praise of him reach the Holy Land from the ports, bringing joy
to the pilgrim friends, the residents, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Then
certain events transpired and he hastened to India, where he
remained for several years. Throughout his stay, friend and
foe, acquaintance and stranger alike loosed their tongues in
praise, declaring that this person was truly steadfast and dig-
nified, benevolent and zealous, possessed of all perfections, one
of the manifest signs in the world of humanity, and respected
by all. Despite knowing he was a true Baha’i and connected
to the Blessed Tree, even the deniers and opposers showed him
the utmost consideration, while prominent Iranians, both mer-
chants and travelers, would hasten to his presence, showing
their love and paying him supreme respect.

Indeed, he was a brilliant lamp and a shining star. After some
time, they summoned him from Tehran and adorned the as-
sembly of ministers with his presence. He became the center
of all consultation and earned universal trust and respect. Yet
that bird of the garden of unity ever yearned for the eternal
realm and was detached from this ephemeral world, until his
appointed time arrived and that nightingale of the divine rose-
garden took flight to the infinite paradise. He ascended from
this lower realm to the Supreme Concourse, and in the gar-
den of grandeur, upon the branch of supreme bounty, he burst
forth in wondrous song and melody. He became the intimate
companion of the spiritual ones in the endless world, gained
entry to the court of divine manifestation, and was immersed
in the ocean of mysteries in the kingdom of lights.

This cherished soul was a sign of the manifest light, and this
faithful servant was a radiant lamp and a tall palm tree in
the divine garden. Praise be to God that at life’s end, with
complete devotion and supplication, steadfastness in the Cause
of God and firmness in the religion of God, attracted to the
Kingdom of Glory and yearning to enter the court of the man-
ifestation of the Almighty, he became immersed in the sea of
mysteries. Upon him be the Most Glorious Beauty from the
Beauty of Grandeur, upon him be greetings and praise from
the Primal Point, and upon him be mercy and good-pleasure
from his Lord, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

GEN.349-352
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Date: 1921-Jul-11

O God, O my God! How can I make mention of Thee and the
fire of longing burns in the heart of Abdu’l-Baha and the flame
of sorrow and loss ignites His being and this by virtue of the
great affliction that has enshrouded Thy sincere ones.

O Thou the Lord of the Heavens above! Tears are shed pro-
fusely, and our hearts are aflame because of the calamity that
has befallen us—the calamity as a result of which the cry of
lamentation and weeping has been raised from the hearts of
Thy loved ones and from the inner being of Thy servants. Lord!
In Thy grace Thou callest to Thy presence to the Kingdom
above those that achieved certitude and have believed in Thee.
Thou biddest them to return to the Paradise that is their home
indeed, but Thou hast forsaken me alone and solitary in this
world, broken winged and bereft of hope, deep in the sea of
sorrows, languishing in privation on this earth.

O God, O my God! How long wilt Thou leave me in this state
of abject lowliness and burning with the fire of separation from
Thee, and yet Thou ordainest for those that are near to Thee
to ascend to the Highest Summit.

O God, O my God! My body is melting away and my hair is
white and I have grown old. I have no strength to arise and
serve Thy loved ones-Thy loved ones whom Thou hast chosen
to raise Thy word and spread Thy fragrances.

O God, O my God! Hasten my ascension to Thy Sacred
Threshold and my arrival to the world above, to the court
of Thy grace and my admission of the Dispensation of Thy
forgiveness and pardon in Thy Infinite Kingdom.

Verily, Thy servant—humble, lowly, suppliant, and imploring
at the threshold of Thy Divine Unity—the lofty Branch sprung
from the blessed Tree in the Paradise of Thy oneness, he who
was surnamed Muvaqqar, hath quitted this fleeting mortal life
and returned unto Thee, yearning to enter into the everlasting
world.

O God! He hastened to Thee with a hopeful heart, palpitating
in Thy love, His tears were overflowing, His patience had ended.
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He could no longer wait to meet Thee. He had believed in Thee
and Thy verses. He had become attracted to Thy fragrances.
He had become rekindled with the fire burning in the Tree of
Thy Unity. He had sought comfort in Thy remembrance. He
was content with Thy providence and has not hastened to Thy
shelter.

O God! He was a bird warbling in Thy Rose Garden, a lion
roaring in Thy forests, and a leviathan swimming in Thy ocean,
until the World of Existence was too confining for Him. So
when the day of His destiny came He returned to Thee with a
heart attracted to Thee, His countenance radiant, tears of joy
flowing from Him, exultant in the knowledge of Thy forgiveness
and pardon.

O Lord! Raise His station! Ordain all good for Him and ordain
the glances of Thy favour for Him and immerse Him in the
sea of mysteries in the Kingdom of Light, in that Assembly
where Thy Beauty is manifest. Thou art the Generous, the
Exalted and Thou art the Forgiving, the Compassionate and
the Merciful.
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AB12418

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-12

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated the
ninth of Shavval 1339 was received. Convey on my behalf ut-
most respect and heartfelt attachment to that honored and
distinguished person, their revered father and their blessed
brother of auspicious nature. I hope through divine favors
that they will be confirmed by the confirmations of the King-
dom of God so that past losses may be compensated for. A
message was sent explicitly before the incident and sufficient
assurances were given. It is hoped that whatever flowed from
the Pen of the Covenant will be realized and come to pass. As
for Iran, revolution lies ahead, for the Iranians have not yet
awakened to realize that there is no refuge save in the divine
teachings and no salvation except in the conduct and behavior
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of true Baha'is. Inevitably chastisements will come to serve as
the cause of awakening.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ella G Cooper, in San Francisco
Date: 1921-Jul-13

O thou my dear heavenly daughter!

To the people of truth, animal, like unto man, is very dear.
Therefore, man should be kind to both man and animal, and
should strive as much as possible towards the comfort and pro-
tection of animals.

As to vivisection, however, it is productive of scientific discov-
eries and medical advantages which contribute to the welfare
of all mankind. Perhaps through the vivisection of one animal
discoveries may be made which will become the cause of life to
a billion people.

Although this operation is harmful in particular, its advantage
is universal, that is, it is advantageous to all humanity. This
vivisection is even useful to the animal world. From this stand-
point of universal advantage it is permissible, although it may
be harmful in particular. Because the operation on that animal
gives results which are very great.

For example, the vivisection of a wolf, while it is well anaes-
thetized, may discover the source of a disease from which ma-
lignant disease billions (of animals of men) have suffered and
perished. Now this vivisection becomes the cause that billions
will be protected from perishing. If an epidemic attacks a flock,
it would be permissible to sacrifice one sheep for the safety of
the flock; otherwise, that pest will destroy all the flock includ-
ing even that sheep which should be sacrificed.

Vivisection, however, should be confined to injurious animals,
and it also should be performed with the greatest degree of
carefulness, that is, that animal should be well anaesthetized
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and rendered insensible. It is permissible to sacrifice the inju-
rious animals for the safety of the people.

Based on these significant points of wisdom it is permissible
that the harmful animals undergo vivisection to safeguard the
good health of the world of humanity. This injurious animal, if
he lives freely, will become the cause of destruction to thousand
other animals. For instance if vivisection be practiced on a wolf,
it may become the cause of protecting a thousand sheep which
he (that wolf) may tear. So even the death of this (wolf) will
cause the continuation of the life of thousands of other animals,
especially when it gives rise to scientific and medical discoveries
which will be advantageous to all mankind till eternity.

Unto thee be the Glory of Abhal
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To: Akhtar Relatif of Mirza Sulayman Yazhari et al.
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received. Due
to lack of time, I write briefly. A prayer for forgiveness was
offered for the mother Sarah and for the mother of the spouse.

Prayer: O peerless Lord! Grant Sarah a journey through the
Kingdom of forgiveness and [O Lord] bring her to Elijah’s em-
brace, that both may be immersed in the ocean of endless fa-
vors. O Lord! Make Aqdiyyih Akhtar, the unique daughter of
these handmaidens of the All-Merciful, successful through Thy
greatest gift and assist her in serving the loved ones. Grant her
the tongue of teaching and bestow eloquent speech, that they
may invite the lost ones to the path of salvation and become
the manifestation of the confirmations of Thy Kingdom.

O servant of the Sacred Threshold of the Blessed Beauty, may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones! In the Book of Certi-
tude, [Baha’u’llah] has explained this chapter of the Gospel of
Matthew in the most wondrous manner. Refer to the Book of
Certitude. As for the gathering of the Jews in Jerusalem and
Palestine, this was previously revealed by the Supreme Pen,
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and in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters thirty years ago, this glad tiding
was given in detail to the Jews. Have no doubt that all will
eventually enter under the shadow of the Lord of Hosts.

Regarding the matter of Judas, and the matter of David, and
the matter of Noah, and other matters recorded in the Torah
- know that the Torah has two parts: one part historical and
one part divine laws and religious ordinances. The section
of laws and ordinances is from His Eminence Moses, but the
historical section is from Ezra. Proof of this is that at the
end of the fifth book, events that occurred after Moses are
recorded, and it is clear as the sun that events after Moses were

recorded by someone else. Refer to it and it will be evident.

Therefore, since the historical accounts are not from Moses,
the matters of David, Judas, Noah and other matters that
contradict infallibility are historical, not reality.

5 As for chapter 8, verse 22 of Zechariah - those to whose hem
other nations will cling are the people of God, and the people
of God are the people of truth and insight. The people of
God in that day are those souls who become the manifestation
of divine favors and are successful in attaining the greatest
guidance. The veiled souls are not counted among the people
of God, just as God tells Noah that Canaan is not of his lineage
because he is deprived of the greatest guidance. Therefore, any
soul from the community of Moses who is faithful and assured
in the verses of God is among the people of God and will
certainly attain eternal glory and everlasting prosperity.

6 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Fadlullah Nuri Awrangi Nizamul-Mamalik
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O dear relative of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was received and
brought the utmost joy, for it indicated the health and well-
being of that kind friend and likewise proved the steadfastness
and firmness of the friends. Due to lack of time I write a brief

reply.

Praise be to God, the Husayniyyih buildings located opposite
the House remained protected and preserved. The education
of children is infinitely beloved. The genealogical chart that
was sent did not arrive.

Take the blueprint, meaning the original plan of the Holy
House, with utmost care so that it remains preserved and pro-
tected in this family. We hope that soon the means will be
provided and that building will be entirely reconstructed ac-
cording to the original plan. Preserve with all your might the
centrality of the slopes of Orang.

The construction of a dam that is needed against the flood
waters of the valley to protect the Holy House from danger
is certainly beloved and desired, therefore assistance will be
provided by ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the extent possible. Be assured.

For the martyrs of the village, individually, prayers and for
some Tablets of Visitation were written with utmost eloquence,
fluency and excellence and were sent some time ago, but you
had not written of their receipt, nor had the dear one. Surely
after receipt you will write. Those blessed souls who sacrificed
their lives in the path of God, and likewise those who ascended
with steadfastness and firmness, are greatly beloved and near
to the Divine Threshold. Therefore those prayers and Tablets
of Visitation were written and sent to Janab-i-Baqiroff for him
to forward.

In brief, I seek eternal glory for you and nearness to the Di-
vine Threshold of the Blessed Beauty. You too must strive to
become ever more radiant and manifest greater splendor. I con-
tinuously supplicate and implore at the Divine Threshold and
seek confirmation and success for you, that day by day your
connection to the Sacred Threshold may shine more brightly.
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Convey to all the friends individually the Most Glorious Greet-
ings. And what was assigned to Jenab-i-Amin is now five hun-
dred tumans. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Azizullah Varqa, in Iran
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter dated 7 Ra-
madan 1339 was received and its contents revealed your servi-
tude at the Threshold of the Incomparable Lord. It was as you
had written. Though ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s occupations are endless
and He labors under a heavy burden, still at every moment He
enquires after the condition of His true friends. Consider to
what degree love extends! Give thanks to God for this. The
upheaval in Iran will not subside; it will continue one after an-
other until it becomes clear and evident that nothing except
the teachings and counsels of the Blessed Beauty can bring
comfort and tranquility. The intent is that these teachings,
which are the antidote to this deadly poison and swift remedy,
be put into practice. Indeed, every nation and government,
whether near or far, friend or stranger, if they arise to conduct
political affairs according to the divine teachings and counsels,
will assuredly be confirmed and assisted. O true friend! What-
ever issued repeatedly from the Pen of the Covenant regarding
certain ones has become clear and evident. Now compensation
must be made for what was lost. We supplicate and implore
at the Threshold of Oneness on their behalf and seek confir-
mation and success. Convey utmost love and kindness to your
honored brother on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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2 Regarding the matter in question, he will return in one year.
At that time, whatever is possible and appropriate will be said.
You know how much I care for you.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Nur
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O servants of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received
and caused the utmost joy, for praise be to God, in the home-
land of the Beloved of the horizons a Spiritual Assembly has
been established and is radiating light. I became hopeful that
the appointed time has come for the flame of the Mount of Sinai
to blaze forth in the region of Nur and for souls to arise who
will become signs of guidance and standards of the Concourse
on High.

2 O spiritual friends! Strive to take precedence, for it is certain
that in that land the light of the Manifest Light will appear
and it will become the gathering place of the believers. But
you must strive to take precedence over others in this field,
otherwise there is no doubt that the region of Nur will become
illumined and the outpourings of the Forgiving Lord will en-
compass it. The rocky terrain of Taker will become a flower
garden and rose garden. From Mount Urang the melody of glo-
rification and sanctification will reach the Supreme Concourse.
This is decreed and ordained.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise from the Abha Kingdom.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
appended to that of Aqa Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali Khan Baha'’i.
Write to him that until now that dusty earth had not been
turned crimson with the blood of martyrs, but now it has been
stained with this pure blood. And know with certainty that it
will ultimately become a supreme paradise.

Do not be sorrowful over painful events - look to their in-
evitable results. His Holiness Jacob became so intoxicated by
the fragrance of the divine Joseph’s garment that he rushed
dancing to the field of sacrifice. The contingent world was
affected by this sacrifice, let alone Kirmanshah.

Praise be to God that the secret instigator of this affair has
received the recompense for his deeds, and it is hoped that a
just government will arise to deal with equity and fairness and
become a manifestation of the All-Merciful, the Compassion-
ate.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12445

To: Shukrullah
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O servant of the Threshold! A brief response is being written.

With utmost humility and supplication, I beseech the Divine
Threshold that Jinab-i-Aga Yadu’llah, ‘Ali-Muhammad,
Ustad Aqa-Jan, Fadlu’llah, Habibu’llah, your brother
Fadlu’llah, Bahiyyih Sultan, Hasaniyyih Sultan, Khavar Sul-
tan, Samadiyyih Sultan, Qudsiyyih, Ghulam-‘Ali, Asadu’llah
and ‘Izzatu’llah - may all be enabled to serve the blessed
Tarbiyat School.
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O Lord! Assist these blessed souls to become faithful servants
of the Tarbiyat School. Keep them preserved under the pro-
tection of Thy shelter. Nurture them in the embrace of Thy
favors. Make them fresh and verdant through the drops of
the cloud of Thy bounty, and grant them boundless grace and
radiance. Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the Kind One.
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To: Ardishir son of Khudabakhsh Bahram
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O servant of the Threshold! Your letter was received. You had
expressed your utmost desire to attain the presence of the sa-
cred threshold of the One Who conversed on Sinai. Permission
for presence is granted.

Convey to all the Persian friends on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha the
Most Glorious and Wondrous Greetings. I beseech the Lord
to assist the friends, and I pray for the nearness of the friends
to the Threshold. My hope is that the Persian friends may,
through their worship of God, excel all peoples and religions
- that they may be knights who, with the polo stick of high
endeavor, may carry off the ball of precedence and victory from

the field.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08484

To: Masumsih Hashimizadih
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O my God! O my God! Verily, Thy handmaiden of immac-
ulate character, whose name is Ma’sumih, who is among the
handmaidens connected to the threshold of Thy Most Exalted
Station through Siyyid Hasan who is steadfast in faithfulness,
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hath returned unto Thee while bedridden due to the shock in-
flicted by the enemies and the assault of the rabble. Her bones
were crushed and her flesh melted away from the onslaught of
the ignoble ones, until she ascended unto Thee with a heart
overflowing with loyalty. O Lord! Aid her in the world of
eternity and cause her to dwell in the precincts of Thy most
great mercy. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, verily Thou
art the Most Great, and verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the
All-Compassionate.
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To: Hashimzadih Tihrani, Hasan (Mutavajjih), in Mazandaran
Date: 1921-Jul-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Indeed, it is as thou hast written - “without the favors of the
Truth, even if one be a king, his pages are blackened.”

It is clear and evident that without divine confirmations, no
soul can draw a single breath nor take a single step. When
divine success accompanieth one, the feeble fly becometh the
soaring eagle, and the mosquito transformeth into a lion of the
forest.

My hope is that in servitude to the Sacred Threshold thou
mayest be a close companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha....
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To: Ezxarch John Haddad, in Chicago
Date: 1921-Jul-18

O distinguished person! Your letter was received.

The East is the dawning-place of lights and the place where
divine revelation descends. The Sun of Truth has ever risen
from the eastern horizon and illumined the world. Observe
how the light of the glorious Gospel shone upon all regions
and formed what a mighty nation, though at first it had no
importance in the eyes of the Pharisees. Later it became clear
that the heavenly teachings bring life to all horizons.

Therefore we hope that once again the reality of the teachings
of the sacred religions, which is one teaching, will again illu-
mine the horizons and the oneness of the human world will
be proclaimed, and these dark clouds of war and conflict and
imitative prejudices will be dispersed, and the light of truth
will illumine both East and West.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Agah, Badiullah son of Sirajul-Hukama, in Abadih
Date: 1921-Jul-19

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and its contents brought joy and gladness. Jinab-i-Haji Hay-
dar, praise be to God, has become a champion in the arena of
divine knowledge and a guide to the path of guidance. Now,
in gratitude for this great bounty, he should engage in teach-
ing in those regions and then attain the presence of the Sacred
Threshold.

For the sinner, divine justice requires punishment and chas-
tisement in whatever form it may take, since punishment is
based on human will, not like a lion’s nature or inherited char-
acteristics. How often a father and mother possess the finest
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character while their son has the worst character, or vice versa.
Remember Noah and Canaan, and consider ‘Ikrimah ibn Abi
Jahl. This suffices.

Another matter mentioned in the Tablets is the manifestation
of a hidden craft. The Night of Holiness is a night when a
Tablet was revealed in the barracks, and likewise a Tablet re-
vealed for Darvish Sidg-‘Ali, wherein all the friends were coun-
seled to unity and harmony. This Tablet has been published
in a book.

The Ascension of the Blessed Beauty does not occur during the
days of Ridvan, as it always occurs after Ridvan. However, if
the martyrdom of the Exalted One (may my spirit be sacrificed
for Him) falls during the days of Ridvan, it is not celebrated
as a festival.

The deductions of astrologers - that is, deductions related to
events of good and evil - have absolutely no authority. “The as-
trologers have lied, by the Lord of the Ka’bah!” However, tech-
nical deductions related to the movements of the stars, such as
eclipses and the like, these have foundation and substance. As
for deducing the appearance of the Holy Manifestations from
the stars, this is extraordinary and has nothing to do with the
current science of astronomy.

Convey my greetings and praise to Jinab-i-Bihzad, Karbila’i
Habib’ullah and Karbila’i Fath’ullah. I raise both hands in
supplication to the threshold of the All-Glorious and beseech
divine assistance and hidden confirmations for them.

As for the treatise you have written condemning intoxicants,
it is permissible to publish it. Convey my utmost longing to
Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mehdi and Aqa Husayn, the custodian of
the Tarbiyat School.

I beseech from the endless bounties that the near handmaiden
of God, the mother of Rahbar, and the honored handmaiden
of God Shamsu’d-Duha and Rahbar, indeed that entire house-
hold, may be assisted to firmness and steadfastness and con-
firmed in a goodly end.

If you make the Garden of the Merciful into a Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar, it is permissible, so that in that blessed spot glori-
fication and sanctification may reach the ethereal sphere.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1921-Jul-19

O Divine Herald! Give thanks to God, your Lord, the Most
Merciful, the Most Compassionate, for having enabled you to
travel through lands and be a stranger far from home, proclaim-
ing the rising of the Sun of Truth in those regions and exalting
the Word of God with proofs and clear evidences, until you
blow into the trumpet and the psalms of the House of David.
This is a brilliant gift throughout all ages and centuries.

Those souls who are truly faithful servants of the Intended
Lord travel to distant lands, that is, to countries where the
Call of God has not properly reached. They surely hasten to
dark regions to kindle the lamp of God’s guidance. And you
are among those souls. My hope from the waves of the sea of
divine favors is that you will arrange gatherings of fellowship
in Tunis, awaken the sleeping ones, and make the unconscious
ones conscious. Praise be to God, the signs of divine confirma-
tion and success are evident.

Associate with souls with utmost love and convey the Word
according to their capacity. Arrange feasts of fellowship that
will attract hearts. If you observe objection and avoidance from
anyone, deal with them calmly and with dignity, and remain
silent. Never utter a word. In response say: “God states in
the Qur’an: “When they pass by worthless speech, they pass by
with dignity.’ If what this person has said is true, God forbid,
what can we say? And if it is false, this slander is not against
me but against the one who possesses these qualities.” Let this
suffice.

Praise be to God, you are a manifestation of ‘the blame of no
blamer can deter him in the path of God. The attacks of the
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ignorant cause the wise to become alert, and this is among
your Lord’s ways, and you will never find any change in His
ways. And upon you be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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To: Hajiyyih Khanum Muttahidih, in Hamadan
Date: 1921-Jul-19

O blessed leaf who bore that luminous youth and divine mar-
tyr! Without doubt you are the shell that contains the hidden
pearl and treasured gem, who nurtured that brilliant pearl in
your embrace through the spring rains. Therefore you are in-
finitely respected in the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, especially
since in the face of this supreme martyrdom you have shown
submission and acquiescence, and are joyful at the sacrifice of
this beloved son and open your tongue in thanksgiving.

The Concourse on High praises you and the tongue of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha extols you. It is known that nothing is dearer to a mother
than her child. A mother who sacrifices such a precious gem
in the path of God is herself a pearl from the shell of faith
and certitude and a brilliant jewel from the ocean of grace and
bounty.

Assuredly that blessed leaf will achieve a goodly end and the
other children will, God willing, be confirmed in the same. I
beseech divine favors that He may bestow a glance of grace
upon Isaac and Ruhani Khanum. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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To: Isma’il brother of Karbala’i Muhammad
Date: 1921-Jul-19

O divine servant! The wealth of the world is like sand dunes
that winds carry from place to place each day. Today you
observe a dune formed of sand in one location; tomorrow you
see this dune completely scattered and dispersed with no trace
remaining - the wind has carried it away and formed another
dune from this sand two leagues away in another spot. In short,
wealth and riches are like moving sand dunes - they come and
go. Therefore, they hold absolutely no importance in the eyes
of the people of knowledge. This loss and damage that has
befallen you was in the path of God, not due to ignorance, de-
ficiency or carelessness. Therefore you must be grateful and
content that the storms and tempests of events have not scat-
tered this sand to the wind; rather, in truth, it has gone in
the path of God. I hope this loss and damage will become the
cause of profit and benefit.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Muhammad Husayn Isfahani
Date: 1921-Jul-19

O tested believer! Praise be to God that in trials for the sake
of God you are patient and dignified, and in the severest of
afflictions and pains you are forbearing and grateful. This is
purely a divine gift. These qualities cannot be attained except
through endless divine favors. One who is grateful in trials
is like the rarest of substances, and none except the sincere
servants of the Blessed Beauty can achieve this bounty.

Therefore, your character and conduct fall under the category
of “He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He pleases.” 1
supplicate at the divine threshold that you may be assisted and
confirmed in maintaining this noble quality throughout your
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life - that is, thankfulness - and I hope that this hardship will ) 5 <l NS o 8 polsds! e

be transformed into ease, and these difficulties and tribulations s f Jte ‘\;‘A ;\;_.é , LL
into joy and delight. i ' '
And upon you be glory. s ey

MKT5.034
AB11163

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-19

He is God! O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter rl,;«c plﬁ- @L § wb ol ot
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To: Muhammad Husayn Vakil, in Baghdad
Date: 1921-Jul-22

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter dated May vy @L S L& sal w.wxi,« Sl *oukey (¢!
23, 1921 was received and its contents noted. Complaints are Jols tw;\ caliae sty 55147 LU
coming continuously from both sides, and likewise stories are . o T T =
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importance this crown of yours will soon acquire - it suffices
for you and a hundred generations after you. Therefore, do
not contaminate yourself with other matters. In utmost calm
and composure busy yourself with service to the House, and
treat the pilgrims with the utmost love and kindness so that
they become grateful and happy with you. This service to the
House is so great a matter that you should not desire any other
task. In brief, strive with heart and soul to make all the friends
pleased and content.

You witnessed the conduct and behavior of ‘Abdu’l-Baha -
make this your example and behave according to the coun-
sels of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones. That Wronged One of the horizons dealt with all
people in utmost humility and submissiveness. During that
extended period when He was in Baghdad, not a single soul’s
feelings were hurt - all the people of Baghdad were grateful
and appreciative. Now we who are servants of that Threshold
must follow His blessed footsteps. This is the cause of success,
this is the cause of prosperity.

Convey loving greetings to the brothers and relatives. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Sara Louisa Blomfield, in Geneva
Date: 1921-Jul-23

O my dear spiritual daughter! This recent terrible war was
a catastrophe for the human world. It was like a flood that
flows with utmost force from mountain peaks and uproots the
foundations of all cities and villages. And yet, in the epistles
of Baha’u’llah, this momentous event was explicitly foretold
forty years before it occurred. He addressed all the kings of
the world and all peoples, telling them to prevent this flood,
but none accepted. ‘Abdu’l-Baha also repeatedly cried out in
America and Europe: “O wise ones! The continent of Europe
has become an arsenal. Below its surface are all manner of
explosive materials. Soon it will be ignited by a single spark.
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Strive that you may be able to extinguish this fire.” But none
gave heed, and such a volcanic eruption occurred. Cities were
overturned, villages were destroyed, properties were plundered,
millions of souls were killed, households collapsed, millions of
fathers lost their sons, millions of children became fatherless,
and millions of women became destitute. Even such nakedness,
hunger, and lack of care befell innocent children - no father, no
mother, no clothing, no bed, no sustenance, no food, and no
caretaker. From the intensity of hunger they became mere skin
and bones.

It is obvious how much mercy towards these children would
cause the satisfaction of the Lord. The booklet you composed
encouraging humanity to assist these helpless children is most
acceptable. At its beginning write these words: “Assisting,
protecting and caring for these children is the greatest act of
kindness and worship, and the cause of the Lord God’s sat-
isfaction. For these children have no father, no mother, no
kind caregiver, no shelter, no clothing or food, and no rest or
comfort. In every respect they deserve kindness, are worthy
of assistance, and merit mercy and compassion. The eye of
every just person weeps and the heart of every aware person
burns. O society, show mercy! O wise ones, pay attention! O
nobles, show favor! O wealthy ones, give assistance! O honor-
able ones, show kindness! - that these helpless ones may find
some comfort.”

Convey my utmost affection to Miss Eglantine Jebb. I am most
grateful to her that she shows such resolve and renders such
service to the human world.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04740

To: Ethel J Rosenberg, in London
Date: 1921-Jul-23

O heavenly daughter, for some time no letter has been received
from you except for the joint letter with the dear daughter Mrs.
Cropper regarding Ruh-Angiz. However, Shoghi Effendi in all
his letters mentions with utmost pleasure and gratitude your
steadfastness, firmness and kindness to him.

In truth, you are among the early believers and have remained
firm and steadfast in all circumstances and have served the
divine Kingdom. There are many physical painters who draw
with utmost skill, but you are both a physical painter and a
spiritual painter. You paint spiritual images with utmost skill
and love, and those spiritual images are faith, assurance, and
firmness in the Covenant and Testament. This is a heavenly
painting that will endure forever. Congratulations to you for
this great success.

3 Convey loving greetings to all the friends. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Claudia S Coles, in London
Date: 1921-Jul-23

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God! Every soul
seeketh an object and cherisheth a desire, and day and night
striveth to attain his aim. One craveth riches, another thirsteth
for glory and still another yearneth for fame, for art, for pros-
perity and the like. Yet finally all are doomed to loss and
disappointment. One and all they leave behind them all that
is theirs and empty-handed hasten to the realm beyond, and
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all their labours shall be in vain. To dust they shall all return,
denuded, depressed, disheartened and in utter despair.

But, praised be the Lord, thou art engaged in that which se-
cureth for thee a gain that shall eternally endure; and that is
naught but thine attraction to the Kingdom of God, thy faith,
and thy knowledge, the enlightenment of thine heart, and thine
earnest endeavour to promote the Divine Teachings.

Verily this gift is imperishable and this wealth is a treasure
from on high!
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AB00583

To: Agnes S Parsons, in Washington, DC
Date: 1921-Jul-26

O thou dear heavenly daughter!

The services of His honour, Fazel, to the Kingdom of God are
well known. It is my hope that he may be confirmed to visit
that continent again.

Praise be to God that the Race Convention was carried through
in utmost perfection. Verily, the dear maidservant of God, Mrs.
Mariam Haney has been sacrificial in the formation of this
Convention, and if she comes and stays with you, it will be very
appropriate. The Teaching Committee, however, will certainly
continue, and with utmost joy and harmony will execute its
functions, and unquestionably this Committee shall day by
day grow in strength and confirmation.

Through the Graces of God I implore confirmation for Mrs.
Boyle, Mrs. Haney, Miss Little, Leone Barnitz, Mr. Gregory
and Miss Martha Root. It is my hope that through the power
for the Holy Spirit, Miss Martha Root will be cured.

Their Honours, Mr. Mills, Mr. Randall, Mr. Roy Wilhelm,
Mr. MacNutt, Mr. Vail, Mr. Martin, these revered souls
draw confirmation from the breaths of the Holy Sprit. His
Honour, Dr. Locke, this distinguished person deserves every
consideration. I implore especial confirmation for him from
the divine Kingdom.
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Be thou assured that this Race Convention will also in future
be established in the other sates of America. Your Convention
is like the mother Convention which shall give birth to many
others. If your Convention be held in future in Washington
itself, it would be preferable, because in that city there is great
animosity between the white and the colored. Besides in that
city ‘Abdu’l-Baha Himself laid the foundation of this unity
and harmony in the assemblies, churches and universities of
the colored and white; and thou certainly rememberest the
speeches which were delivered.

I pray for the Perkins family that in the Divine Vineyard they
may become real servants. Verily, Mr. and Mrs. Perkins with
their daughters, Mrs. Grevell and Miss Root Perkins are in
the utmost attraction and enkindlement.

I have answered both of the two letters that you had enclosed,
forward them. The maidservant of God, Edna really deserves
consideration. Thou shouldst exercise utmost kindness
towards her.

His Honour, Mr. Vail, this person is heavenly, celestial, lumi-
nous and divine. He shall have great confirmation. The souls
whom this glorious person teaches really become reborn, and
are quickened by the breaths of the Holy Spirit.

Mr. and Mrs. MacNutt both are real servants of the Kingdom
of God.

In reference to the large house which thou hadst explained,
thou shouldst take into consideration Mr. Jeffery Parsons’ con-
sent, pleasure and joy. With his consent if thou rentest the big
house and live in the smaller one, it would be more economical.

His Honour, Mirza Abdul-Hussein Shirazi, should become very
efficient in his profession of dentistry, and his choice of dental
profession is in accordance with my wish.

With regard to Mr. Jeffrey Parsons, send him thou to a uni-
versity which has pure air, is well disciplined, and has good
sanitary conditions.

As to the large and small farms, if you leave them in charge
of suitable person, it will certainly be better, so that they may
not remain idle. If that person be a good well experienced
Baha’i, and through Mr. Vail you make a solid contract with
him, it will be appropriate.

Concerning Dublin, God willing Mr. Jeffrey will develop it, at
present do not incur any expense therein!
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And unto thee be the Glory of the Most Glorious.

BSTW#371

AB01414

To: Mahmud Furughi, in Khurasan
Date: 1921-Jul-26

O herald of the Kingdom of God! A long time has passed and
ears have not been delighted by hearing the melodies of the
bird and the beating of the drum. It behooves one like you
to continue raising the call between earth and heaven. The
sword does not gleam except when unsheathed, and the banner
does not flutter except when raised and waving. The bird
does not sing except when warbling, and the lamp does not
shine except when lit. When enemies attack, take refuge in
the secure city, and when the people of hatred increase, raise
the call until you soar with joy and delight. I long to see you
- may God illumine your countenance. Silence and stillness
are not permitted after ranging in the field of utterance. Do
not listen to the words of the slanderers who say, by your life,
these are confused dreams and flattering illusions. You know
the vastness of my forbearance, the breadth of my heart, my
patience and composure, my kindness and tenderness. Hold
fast to the sure handle and let loose the reins in every field,

giving glad tidings of your Lord’s gift, the Mighty, the Merciful.

Your Lord is indeed kind and merciful to you, and will support
you and strengthen you and make you a sign of mercy, perfect
bounty, and remover of grief. And the Glory be upon you and
upon His sincere servants.

Praise be to God, the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” is raised in
Fast and West, and the manifest standard waves in Europe
and America and the realm of Turk and Tajik and Asia and
Africa, and the power of the Kingdom strikes. Why are you
silent? Why are you quiet? Why are you sad? Why are you
grieved? We who are servants at the threshold of the Beloved
of the horizons - our joy and delight come from the exaltation
of God’s Cause, not from nightly drinking and the sound of
harp and flute and drunken inclinations and emotions. Praise
be to God, the sun of joy has risen and the lamp of gladness
shines and the morn of truth has dawned and “they enter the
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religion of God in troops.” To such a degree that this verse has
become manifest: “There is no commotion in the city except
from the curl of the Friend’s tress - There is no tumult in the
horizons except from the curve of the Beloved’s brow.”

Today in all regions of the world, especially after the war, there
is no sound or call except the fame of God’s Cause, and no voice
except the Word of God. Therefore be glad and be in abundant
joy. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11830

To: Aga Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Ishqabad
Date: 1921-Jul-28

O Mirza Ja’far Hadiev, steadfast in the Covenant! Your letter
arrived. Praise be to God, its contents indicated the unity and
oneness of the friends and brought glad tidings of the comple-
tion of the minarets of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, the beautifica-
tion of the avenue, completion of the salon, and the gathering
of the friends with others during the blessed Ridvan festival in
utmost fellowship and harmony.

Tablets, prayers and poems were chanted in heavenly melodies,
and that fresh flower from the garden of Christ, Mr. Man-
akov, gave detailed speeches that astonished minds, proving
the truth of Moses, the luminosity of Christ, the mercifulness
of Muhammad, the transcendence of the Bab, and the infinite
outpourings of the Blessed Beauty. Likewise that luminous,
spiritual and merciful soul Mr. Langovic demonstrated the ut-
most eloquence and fluency - his eloquent speech was praised
by the Concourse on High.

The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar committee and service committee are
worthy of praise and are sacrificing their lives. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
still intends to visit that City of Lights and hopes to succeed
in doing so.

Peace, comfort and assurance of heart was obtained regarding
the relatives of Sheikh Muhammad-‘Ali. Blessed are Sheikh
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Ahmad the teacher and Aqa Husayn Mashhadi who attend to
their affairs - their presence in ‘Ishqabad is certainly better.

5 His honor Haji Ahmad, may God strengthen him in all circum-

stances and conditions, truly showed great resolve in offering
his house to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar - in this let the competi-
tors compete. Regarding the properties of the Afnan, the more
effort you make, the more acceptable it will be at the divine
threshold.

; Convey the most glorious greetings to the assured maidservant

of God, the honored leaf ‘Atiyyih, and show utmost kindness
on my behalf to Mirza Hadi, Abu’l-Fadl and the young girls.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB00931

To: Baha’is of Ardistan et al., in Zavarih
Date: 1921-Jul-30

O God! O Opener of doors, Provider of means, Healer of se-
vere afflictions! These servants of Thine have been struck with
hardship and adversity and have fallen under the claws of the
wicked. Every sinful liar and base aggressor has made them the
target of painful arrows. Their gathering has been scattered
and their assembly dispersed by the vicissitudes of nights and
their calamities, and the misfortunes of days and their preda-
tors. Pure blood has been shed in those regions by the hands
of the oppressors who feared not severe punishment.

My Lord! My Lord! Perfume their nostrils with the holy fra-
grances every morn and eve, and illuminate their eyes with the
sight of Thy radiant signs day and night. Protect them in the
shelter of Thy protection from the fierce wolves and predatory
beasts. Through them exalt Thy Word among humanity and
spread through them the fragrances of Thy oneness in those re-
gions. Strengthen them with Thy power that prevails over all
things, and gird up their loins to arise to spread Thy teachings
in all directions.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S Sl Ty ag L.;wéi”
bl Vs Sile O NN AT
TN e od by 51, ST
s @ s 1 S8 il
Rt PR SN EC
5O s ,lsb Ul Gy o
S 3 sl sl Cayl B lele
Sl a2 1,22 1y Al sl i

K G o) Sl rr'\-wwl” Ry
ECHRFNEY. eobal 05 3 ool 5 05
G i L 5 L E (S AW]
Ll 5 o UGB e Sele 0
Al oo on S o ol 4L
255 T S G S s Sl o
eaasl a3t L e g sl S
TV G Sl e plaly

147


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tarikh-i-Ishqabad.pdf&page=336

Vol. 178: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part I (Jan-Jul)

AB00931

My Lord! Grant them success to walk the most straight path
and deliver them from the severest perils. Grant them a true
mention throughout ages and cycles and a widespread fame
among the servants. Guide through them peoples who have
strayed from the path of righteousness. My Lord! Be their
companion in their solitude, remove their distress, and forgive
their sins, that they may find rest in the shade of the tree
of Thy mercy from every affliction, disability, overwhelming
calamity and blind misfortune. Verily Thou art the Confirmer
of whomsoever Thou willest in whatsoever Thou willest. Verily

Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Most High.

O faithful friends of the Beloved of the horizons! In truth, those
two blessed regions have for many years been illumined by the
lights of guidance and the rays of bounty. Blessed souls were
raised up in those two cities who chanted the verses of unity
and undertook to renew the life of all. They withheld not
their lives in the path of the Intended One and gave up their
wealth and possessions to plunder and pillage. They shone like
brilliant stars from the eternal horizon and blazed like radiant
lamps in the glass of contingent being.

5 Now my hope is that in this arena the descendants will likewise

follow their forebears and carry off the ball of precedence in this
field, so that those holy souls in the Most Glorious Kingdom
may increase in joy and gladness and praise the Glorious Lord
that, praise be to God, their successors have lit their lamp and
watered the crop of those who came before. The confirmations
of the Most Glorious Kingdom are dawning like the true morn
from the horizon of reality. Pure hearts are illumined by its
rays and from the outpourings of the Concourse on High they
are the envy of rose garden and meadow.

‘Abdu’l-Baha, with utmost supplication and invocation, begs
boundless aid and favor for those faithful friends. Upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory of God, O ye loved ones, descendants
of the ancients and signs of unity among humanity, and upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB02672

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-30

O homeless one! For some time no news has reached from you,
even though it was agreed that wherever you might be, you
would write letters. If there has been delay or slackness in
replying, this is due to the abundance of occupations, tribu-
lations, perils and calamities. You know in what sea I am
drowning. Despite these incurable pains and the onslaught of
affairs from all directions of the world, my time and respite
is extremely limited. How then can letters be answered like
the endless waves of the sea? Now I write letters with utmost
brevity and cannot do otherwise.

2 Those times of travel have passed and that peace of mind is lost.
What blessed days those were when each day we were in some
territory and each night in some frontier region, raising up the
Word [of God] and chanting verses of unity and promoting the
teachings of the Intended One (may my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loved ones) with the utmost joy and gladness in luminous
gatherings, crying out the glad tidings of the Kingdom of God!
As the Turks say, “Days pass whose memory remains in another
world.”

Wherever you are, abide under the protection of the All-Loving
Lord and be preserved from the arrows of every stubborn en-
emy. Strive as much as you can until your last breath, that
assistance and confirmation may reach you from the ethereal
Kingdom. Convey my greetings and praise with utmost long-
ing to all the friends. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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To: Aqa Mirza Agqa Qaim Maqgami, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-30

O steadfast one in the Covenant! For some time I have not
written, and this has solely been due to the multitude of occu-
pations and concerns, but my heart and soul are so connected
to you that any laxity in any aspect is impossible and unthink-
able. Every moment you come to mind, and your services,
sincerity and servitude bring joy.

Indeed, you are the descendant of that illustrious person and
you embody and manifest his ultimate desire in the realm of
existence. In the Abha Kingdom he is in utmost joy that,
praise be to God, from his lineage has arisen a soul who is a
sign of guidance and manifestation of the favors of the Supreme
Concourse. What bounty could be greater than this? Thank
God that in that country you are a divine standard and a sign
of heavenly grace.

‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost heart attachment and intense
love for that blessed family. It is hoped that in that lineage ra-
diant candles will appear, but you must observe wisdom greatly
so that it does not cause fear and anxiety among the veiled and
weak ones.

Convey my utmost love and kindness to the illustrious descen-
dant, Janab-i-Ruhu’llah. We beseech from the favors of the
Blessed Beauty that he may become a fragrant flower of the
Abha Paradise. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05084

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Jul-30

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Two letters were received
from you. There was no opportunity to reply, therefore I write
briefly. The letter, praise be to God, was noteworthy since it
gave evidence of the unity and harmony of the divine friends.
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Today the glad tidings that bring joy to the heart and soul
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha are news of the friendship and oneness of the
beloved ones who are in the utmost love and fellowship, arm
in arm with each other.

2 Praise be to God, the teachings of the Blessed Beauty are being
promoted in all regions. They will stir Iran to excitement.
Soon you will observe that the blessed verse “and they will
enter the religion of God in troops” has been fulfilled.

Convey my utmost love and kindness to Jinab-i-Gushtasb-Pour
Shahriyar. The Parsees are truly servants of the Threshold and
among the righteous ones. I beseech forgiveness and pardon
from the Creator God for their father, the noble Shahriyar.

Convey longing greetings to all the friends, especially Jinab-i-
Ardeshir Khudadad. And upon you be the Glory.
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AB11375

To: Yusif-Zadih Brothers et al., in Tthran
Date: 1921-Jul-30

... There is no time to interpret the verse concerning His Holi-
ness Jonah, but briefly: the belly of the whale represents the
darkness of the world of nature, and deliverance and salvation
from this darkness is a boundless wilderness.
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AB00847

Date: 1921-Jul-81

O my God! O Thou Remover of adversities and Dispeller of
afflictions! I, verily, implore Thee, as one beset by trouble
imploreth the Almighty and Most Exalted King; and I beseech
Thee, as one burdened with sin beseecheth the Lord of pardon
and forgiveness, Him Who revealeth Himself through heavenly
mercy, saying:

O my beneficent Lord! Verily, Thy servant ‘Ali-Akbar hath
believed in Thee and in Thy Signs; hath acknowledged Thine
omnipotence and Thy sovereignty; hath been attracted by the
fragrance of Thy sweet savours; hath become enkindled by the
fire of Thy love, even whilst in the flower of life and the flush of
youth; hath proclaimed Thy Name amongst his fellows; hath
supplicated unto Thee with a heart intensely ardent; and hath
summoned the people unto the kingdom of Thy grace, both in
the daytime and in the night season, with a goodly manner,
a gracious disposition, and a radiant heart, and with a breast
dilated through the contemplation of Thy most resplendent
signs.

Never, night or day, did he weary of Thy remembrance: His
tongue would sing Thy praise at both dawn and dusk, whilst
he was directed towards Thee and turning his face unto the
quarter of Thy grace; and he would call upon Thee alike with
his heart and his tongue, entreating Thy blessings and confir-
mations, wishing to reach the door of Thy mercy, and seeking
to attain the wellspring of Thy grace. Ever was he thrilled by
Thy sweet savours, and his breast dilated by the sight of Thy
signs; and he would recite Thy words, guide the people unto
the way of guidance, summon them unto piety and righteous-
ness, and nurture them through Thy teachings, which are a
light unto the eyes, a spirit unto the hearts, a boon unto the
righteous, and life unto the hearts of the godly.

O my Lord! Verily, this Thy servant ever besought Thee,
both privily and openly, and called upon Thee, with heart
and tongue alike, saying:

O Lord my God! Long hath been the term of separation, and
hard upon me the effect of deprivation! I, verily, yearn for the
meads of Thy mercy even as a dove yearneth for a companion
in its sylvan bower, wishing to behold Thy beauty in the World
of Mysteries and to enjoy Thy pardon and Thy forgiveness in
the Realm of Lights.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

¢l Gl 155 s 26 giéin
5 Bl e Ko U1 Gl g K
LA 5 il Sy A GW Jl) S e

I 5 Gl JUL Ll

A B e de ST Sae O1 0L G, L
Sk 5 Sy Sl 5 S, K
5 ezl Jratl ) Sl o 2
636 5 L) Ers Sl Olie 3
et iy SN gy Ol oy Sy
& Sasley &S ) Ul s 5 LAY
3 db kb e G GLAV) (2

AN S e jdo 5 e B

Al el day 5 Tle 5 S 53 G e
5 S s s Sl 5 LS S
Sy 5 Sule, Aers ) ey s
5 Slass 5, Sl by, sl 4—}’4
s s Semy Sb e o)l
3 Sis (o S IOV 5 Sl e b
5 SO Ji s S daslag o T
A 2 s G Jae ) AU s
ok Ty @ Seloder (et 0 54
S bl 5 LY o dani g 51N -y
B

Dl 5 T S IV s ST 31
s 5 bl 5 s Ksle

e ) b Jesl Ol bl Je Jb &) O,
Al el o Sy 2L, I ) G
dle 3 Sl susliw o (LA G V)
¥ e 3 SO 5 Syim C:E’U)‘ﬂy‘

152

ot



Vol. 178: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part I (Jan-Jul)

AB02152

O Lord my God! I, verily, am athirst; give me then to drink
from Twin Gushing Fountains, and cause me to enter the Twin
Verdant Gardens.1 Forgive me my sins and dispel from me my
griefs, O Thou Who art the Knower of things unseen!

O my Lord! Lowly am I; ennoble me through admittance into
the Kingdom. Poor am I; enrich me from an imperishable
treasure in the Divine Realm. Sick am I; heal me of my grievous
malady. Cause me to enter Thy Most Exalted Paradise, O my
All-Glorious Lord, and leave me not forlorn and lonely. Shelter
me within the shelter of Thy Most Great Mercy, and deliver me
from these besetting darknesses. Destine for me all good in the
world to come, and supply me with Thy gifts and bestowals.
Forgive me my sins, and pardon me my trespasses. Purify
me from all passions, and cause me to enter into the garden
of Thy Oneness with a luminous countenance and a heavenly
disposition.

O Lord my God! I, verily, long to meet Thee, and yearn to
abide for ever among the Concourse on High.

O my Lord! Disappoint not my hopes, pardon me my mis-
conduct, and make me a sign of Thy bounty in the midst of
Paradise, that I may burst into song like the birds upon the
branches and, with a blissful conscience, celebrate Thy praise
amidst the boughs.

Thou, verily, art the All-Bountiful; Thou, verily, art the Most
Compassionate; and Thou, verily, art the Ever-Forgiving, the
Ever-Pardoning, the All-Merciful.
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AB02152

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Jul-31

O Jinab-i-Amin! Your letter dated 5 Ramadan 1339 was re-
ceived and carefully considered. A detailed letter was sent
a few days ago, but it may arrive somewhat late as it was
sent to another place to be forwarded from there. This time
the sealed letters arrived safely. You had written asking that
through divine grace you might be protected from the evil of
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the commanding self. This prayer ‘Abdu’l-Baha constantly ut-
ters for himself. I hope that both you and I may remain safe
and protected in the shelter of divine protection.

2 The events occurring in Iran are all causing souls to awaken,
so that both leaders and followers may all become vigilant and
realize that the meaning of the blessed verse has been fulfilled:
“Corruption has appeared on land and sea.” Worst of all is the
people’s lack of awareness, for they do not become mindful of
their own deeds and character. They are drowning in the sea
of heedlessness. This calamity is beyond all calamities. If they
had become aware, it would have quickly passed away. But
their lack of awareness causes increased confusion. In any case,
these events will cause whatever is recorded and preserved in
the Holy Tablets to be fulfilled, so that souls may awaken.

You had written that the friends in Tehran are, praise be to
God, all at peace. This is due to the blessedness of the di-
vine teachings, for while all peoples and nations today are in
utmost distress, trouble and confusion, the friends of God in
both East and West are in perfect peace, tranquility and good-
will toward humanity. Previously, all peoples rested in beds
of comfort and security while the friends of God had not a
moment’s peace from the oppression of tyrants and oppressors.
Now, through the assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty,
the friends are in peace and security while other peoples are
in confusion. Therefore in gratitude for this great bounty, we
must strive night and day until we acquire virtues worthy of
the servants of the Blessed Beauty....
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AB10202

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab Zahidi, in Zanjan
Date: 1921-Jul-31

O thou who hast attained unto the knowledge of certitude, who
art confirmed by the eye of certitude, and who art blessed with
the truth of certitude! Upon thee be greetings and praise!

I have chanted thy clear letter and my breast was dilated by
those novel and charming meanings which indicated a breast
expanded through God’s guidance, a heart aflame with the fire
of the love of God, tears flowing from the intensity of longing
for God’s Kingdom, and patience exhausted in yearning for
the meeting with God. Blessed art thou for this noble station!
Glad tidings be unto thee for this great bounty!

My heart and soul were gladdened that gatherings for meeting
and assemblies for the diffusion of divine breaths have been
established in that sacred region where the blood of martyrs
was shed and which was reddened by the spilling of the blood
of the near ones. This news brought me joy and happiness,
attraction and delight. My heart had wished for this before
and will continue to wish for it as long as I live.

Convey my greetings, my longings, my intense attraction, my
abundant tenderness and my deep yearning to the loved ones of
God whose inner secrets are pure, whose consciences are clear,
whose faces are radiant and whose hearts are gladdened by the
glad tidings of God, for the One Who conversed on Sinai hath
appeared with rays of light from the Dayspring of the horizons
with most brilliant effulgence.

O my God! These are souls who have been purified and found
tranquility through the breaths of Thy holiness in Thy lands,
and faces that have been gladdened by the dawning of Thy
lights among Thy servants. I beseech Thee by Thy great mercy,
Thy mighty gift, and the light of Thy guidance which shineth
between earth and heaven, to make these ones signs of Thy
sanctification among all creatures and to adorn their heads

with crowns that will shine throughout all ages and centuries.

Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Great, and Thou
art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Bobl 5 A o A3 5 A e S

Sz (55 Cﬁ“} ol KK s’»l;) a;‘ '
A Sl o ) 2l G
sl az ke plaall AN, A ol
A oS U1 G2 305 e il ael
o STk il 85 p el o
f@\w\\%&gﬂf;ﬂ\CM\\.ﬁ\a

S iz bl (6315 5 B el
dwdill 20 S 5 Olaidl 5 iz
Glal ol sl eles L i )
J]JJJ‘") S ST SR
2 S5 R (5 UK e s LS
@@Jbo&\

Gl 555 5 gl L};é‘ﬁbé;j-éé
&};r@ﬁjbﬁ;ﬁ]u”w' g
Sl ) K 2L i) ollay o
B3I 23l GBYI allas e

Stk 5 OS5 E Vi O A AL S
O sl oy 5 SO 3 K Ol
Sea Sl Ssle p SOV ol
Salis L5 5 bl S 5 S
Jod O bl G2 oy S
(a3 O s o S bl e V5
S RECPI R RS PPV

o o)

INBAS85:243, MMG2#359 p.401x

155


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=245
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-404.html

Vol. 178: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part I (Jan-Jul) AB10590

AB10590

To: Ghulam-Husayn Hamadani
Date: 1921-Jul-31

I O thou who art captivated by the Beloved of all worlds! Thy — ulE & ad| doy 4l GBI _Js &0 (o
letter was received. Praise be to God that thou hast been ,\;3,. Clas gl 2 J;y okl
blessed with the companionship of the Baha’is and confirmed Jb s ) LS Codlim Al é_j
with the supreme bounty of guidance. It is hoped that thou A;Lev Clilic 5 JE :‘L 53 L}:i’y;
wilt attain thy desire, perfect thy medical studies, reach spiri-
tual stations, and be honored to serve at the Sacred Threshold.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Study guide to this volume

The writings gathered in this volume span the first seven months of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s final year. He is
approaching his seventy-seventh year, his health is fragile, and the world around him—ravaged by
the aftermath of the Great War, convulsed by revolution in Iran, and trembling at the rise of new
nationalisms—offers little outward comfort. Yet his correspondence does not slacken: letters reach
believers in America, Britain, India, Iran, the Caucasus, Germany, and Japan, and oral utterances
at Tiberias and Haifa carry the same depth as his written tablets. The volume is pervaded by a sense
of urgency and completeness, as though the writer is gathering the threads of a lifetime’s teaching
into final, definitive form. Martyrdom in Persia, the promise of universal peace, the foundations of
Baha’i institution-building, and the inner work of spiritual transformation all find their place here.
The tone ranges from grief over the murdered faithful to joy at the worldwide spread of the Cause,
and from metaphysical precision to the most intimate pastoral counsel.

Spiritual Transformation and the “New Creation”

Key Passages

Write this down: In the Divine Books, mention is made of a new creation: “Were
We then wearied with the first creation? Yet are they in doubt with regard to a new
creation.” The meaning of this is that the souls who believe in the verses of God are
a new creation. This new creation is not physical but spiritual. In terms of physical
form, the person is the same as before, but in terms of spirit—that is, in terms of
character—he has become a different person.

Before faith he was young, after faith he became brave; he was greedy, he became
content; he was treacherous, he became trustworthy; he was proud, he became humble;
he was faithless, he became faithful; he was tyrannical, he became just; he was false,
he became truthful; he was self-worshipping, he turned to divine worship; he was vain,
he became selfless; he was ignorant, he became learned—and in like manner all his
characteristics were transformed and he acquired different qualities.

It is like iron whose inherent properties are coldness, solidity and blackness. When this
iron falls into the fire, its coldness is transformed into heat, its solidity is changed to
fluidity, and its blackness is converted to a red glow. All its former characteristics are
utterly obliterated and vanish, and the qualities of fire become manifest in it.
ABU1443
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Although the world of humanity has progressed in material civilization, yet it has com-
pletely declined and fallen in divine civilization and the realm of morals. Therefore,
natural feelings have encompassed all, and the world has become captive to severe
calamities and warfare.

Whenever the human world has fallen into such decline and degradation, the Sun of
Reality has dawned and Its brilliant rays have illumined the horizons. It has delivered
the human world from the darkness of the world of nature and brightened it with
heavenly radiance...

However, every soul who entered the Kingdom and attained the second birth and was
quickened by the grace of the Holy Spirit—even though outwardly lowly like Mary
Magdalene—yet through the second birth became a bright star, shone from the horizon
of reality, and their traces, mention, lofty station and sublime virtues remain eternal
and established forever. — AB12795

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s spoken words on January 13, 1921 take up a Qur’anic phrase about a “new creation”
and displace it entirely from any physical or eschatological register. The transformation at stake
is moral and spiritual: a human being who was cowardly becomes brave, who was treacherous
becomes trustworthy, who was ignorant becomes learned. The analogy of iron and fire is precise
and philosophically important. Iron does not cease to exist when it receives the properties of fire; it
remains iron, with a body and a history, but every outward quality is transformed. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 is
distinguishing this conception of renewal from mere external compliance or intellectual assent. In
the companion tablet AB12795, the same movement is historicized: material civilization advances
while the civilization of the spirit declines, creating the conditions of war and calamity. The remedy
is the “second birth,” which ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 illustrates through Mary Magdalene—a figure of apparent
social insignificance who, through spiritual transformation, becomes eternally luminous. Students
familiar with Christian theology will hear echoes of John 3 (being “born again of the Spirit”) and
with Paul’s account of the “new creation” in 2 Corinthians 5:17. The Sufi tradition speaks of
fanaa and baga (annihilation and subsistence in God) as the inner structure of this same movement.
What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s formulation is his insistence that the transformation is at once
spiritual and ethical: it manifests outwardly in the virtues of justice, truthfulness, and humility,
making the “new creation” measurable in social life rather than confined to mystical states.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does the analogy of iron and fire teach about the relationship between continuity and
transformation in spiritual growth? Does the soul remain itself, or does something essential
change?

2. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s “new creation” compare with Paul’s teaching in 2 Corinthians 5:17
and with the Sufi doctrine of fanaa? Where do these converge, and where do they diverge?

3. Why does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé choose Mary Magdalene as his example of the “second birth”? What
does this choice suggest about the relationship between social status and spiritual attainment?
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4. The passage diagnoses a global crisis as the result of material advancement outpacing moral
development. How does this diagnosis compare with Enlightenment optimism about progress,
and with twentieth-century critiques such as those of Weber or Nietzsche?

5. If the “new creation” is primarily ethical rather than metaphysical, what implications does
this have for how communities should evaluate the authenticity of individual transformation?

The Knowledge of God and the Station of the Manifestation

Key Passages

The existence of the Divine Being hath been clearly established, on the basis of logical
proofs, but the reality of the Godhead is beyond the grasp of the mind..The higher
plane, however, understandeth the lower. The animal, for instance, comprehendeth the
mineral and vegetable, the human understandeth the planes of the animal, vegetable
and mineral. But the mineral cannot possibly understand the realms of man. And
notwithstanding the fact that all these entities co-exist in the phenomenal world, even
so, no lower degree can ever comprehend a higher. Then how could it be possible for a
contingent reality, that is, man, to understand the nature of that pre-existent Essence,
the Divine Being? — ABO00103

As to the Holy Manifestations of God, They are the focal points where the signs, tokens
and perfections of that sacred, pre-existent Reality appear in all their splendour. They
are an eternal grace, a heavenly glory, and on Them dependeth the everlasting life of
humankind. To illustrate: the Sun of Truth dwelleth in a sky to which no soul hath any
access, and which no mind can reach, and He is far beyond the comprehension of all
creatures. Yet the Holy Manifestations of God are even as a looking-glass, burnished
and without stain, which gathereth streams of light out of that Sun, and then scattereth
the glory over the rest of creation. In that polished surface, the Sun with all Its majesty
standeth clearly revealed. Thus, should the mirrored Sun proclaim, ‘I am the Sun!’ this
is but truth; and should It cry, ‘I am not the Sun!’ this is the truth as well.— AB00103

The Master said: “Science does not know; but the Manifestation makes discoveries with
the power of the Spirit. For instance: a philosopher with induction finds out a way.
But the prophet discerns with sight. A blind man has to find his way with a stick from
point to point; so a philosopher through arguments from premises goes to conclusions,
and not by sight. But the Manifestations see with their inner eye (own eye); they do
not go from premises to conclusions. The prophets see many things with their inner
eye. They do not need to go by discoveries. The scientist with induction is like a blind
man who cannot see two steps ahead of him. The prophet sees a long distance.” —
ABU0326

Context for Study

The April 1921 tablet to a “distinguished personage” (AB00103) is among the most systematic
of ‘Abdu’l-Bah4’s treatments of the existence of God and the station of the Manifestations. The
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argument for God’s existence proceeds through the hierarchy of being: since no lower level can
comprehend a higher, the human mind can prove the existence of the Divine but cannot grasp
the Divine Essence. In its use of causal chains, the argument recalls Aquinas’s Five Ways and
the cosmological argument of Islamic kalam; in its insistence on the absolute unknowability of the
Divine Essence, it echoes the apophatic theology of Pseudo-Dionysius and the Jewish doctrine of
the Fin Sof. The mirror image for the Manifestations is a theologically precise solution to a gen-
uine problem: how can a finite being be the presence of an infinite God without that relationship
collapsing into either identity (pantheism) or mere symbolism (conventional representation)? The
answer is that the mirror and the sun are genuinely two, yet the image in the mirror is genuinely
the sun. The spoken words at Tiberias (ABU0326) complement this by turning to epistemology:
prophetic knowledge is direct—an immediate apprehension of reality—while philosophical or scien-
tific knowledge is inferential and mediated. This distinction has resonances in Islamic philosophy
(the ’ilm al-huduri versus ’ilm al-husuli of Mulla Sadra), in Platonic epistemology (vision versus
opinion), and in Kant’s distinction between intuition and discursive reason. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s claim
is bold: the Manifestation sees with an “inner eye” that precedes all inference, a mode of knowing
that is categorically different from, and irreducible to, any form of scientific induction.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the analogy of the mirror and the Sun protect divine transcendence while affirming
that the Manifestation is a genuine locus of God’s presence? Where does this analogy succeed,
and where does it strain?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s argument for God’s existence with Aquinas’s cosmological argument
and with Kant’s critique of such arguments in the Critique of Pure Reason. What does
‘Abdu’l-Bahé add, and what does he leave aside?

3. What are the epistemological implications of the claim that prophetic knowledge is direct
sight rather than induction from premises? How would a philosopher of science respond, and
how might a mystic of the Sufi tradition agree?

4. The passage states that “limitation itself proveth the existence of the unlimited.” Is this a
sound argument? Compare it with the ontological argument of Anselm and with the Qur’anic
declaration Allah Akbar (“God is greater’—greater than any conception of Him).

5. If the Manifestation’s knowledge is essentially different from scientific knowledge, what does
this suggest about the relationship between religious authority and empirical inquiry in Baha’i
thought?

The Nineteen Day Feast and the Architecture of Community

Key Passages

O ye true friends! Your letter hath been received and it brought great joy. God be
praised, ye had made ready an entertainment and established the feast which is to be
held every nineteen days. Whatsoever gathering is arranged with the utmost love, and
where those who attend are turning their faces toward the Kingdom of God, and where
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the discourse is of the Teachings of God, and the effect of which is to cause those present
to advance—that gathering is the Lord’s, and that festive table hath come down from
heaven.

It is my hope that this feast will be given on one day out of every nineteen, for it
bringeth you closer together; it is the very well-spring of unity and loving-kindness.

Ye observe to what a degree the world is in continual turmoil and conflict, and to what
a pass its nations have now come. Perchance will the lovers of God succeed in upraising
the banner of human unity, so that the one-coloured tabernacle of the Kingdom of
Heaven will cast its sheltering shadow over all the earth...

It is your duty to be exceedingly kind to every human being, and to wish him well; to
work for the upliftment of society; to blow the breath of life into the dead; to act in
accordance with the instructions of Baha’u’llah and walk His path—until ye change the
world of man into the world of God. — ABO03158

No greater service can be imagined, in this day, than the education and training of
Baha’i children as it ought to be done, inasmuch as this service is like unto gardening
in the Divine orchard. I fervently hope that ye may be graciously aided to befittingly
succeed in this endeavour, so that these children may be trained and nurtured according
to the divine Teachings, that each one may grow to become even as a fruitful tree, and
become conducive to benefits and good results. — AB04839

Context for Study

The letter to a community that had established the Nineteen Day Feast (AB03158) is one of
the clearest statements of what ‘Abdu’l-Bahd understands a religious gathering to accomplish.
Three conditions determine whether a gathering “hath come down from heaven”: it is arranged
with the utmost love, its participants are turned toward the Kingdom of God, and its discourse
advances those present. These conditions shift the weight of the institution from outward form to
inward quality: the Feast is a living practice of communal orientation, surpassing any merely ritual
performance. The simultaneous contrast with the “continual turmoil and conflict” of the world
makes the Feast into a microcosm of the alternative civilization Bahd’i teaching envisions. Early
Christian house-churches had something of the same function—gathering small communities around
a shared table as an enactment of a new social reality—and the Jewish Shabbat table is similarly
a weekly practice of a different time within ordinary time. The letter on children’s education
(AB04839) extends the same logic: the community that meets in love must also tend its young.
The image of “gardening in the Divine orchard” is characteristic of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s horticultural
theology of human development: souls grow when nurtured, they are not manufactured. The
analogy places education in a relationship of patience and attentiveness rather than control, and
positions the teacher as one who creates conditions for growth rather than dictates its form.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 says a gathering “hath come down from heaven” when three conditions are met:
love, orientation toward the Kingdom, and the advancement of those present. Which of these
three do you find most challenging to achieve, and why?
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2. How does the Nineteen Day Feast compare structurally and spiritually with the Christian
Eucharist, the Jewish Shabbat meal, and the Islamic Friday prayer? What does each gather
and what does each release?

3. The letter commands the community to “change the world of man into the world of God.”
What does this formulation imply about the relationship between religion and social transfor-
mation? Is it utopian, prophetic, or practical?

4. What theory of childhood and human development is embedded in the image of “gardening
in the Divine orchard”? How does it differ from Locke’s tabula rasa, Rousseau’s theory of
natural goodness, and behaviorist approaches to education?

5. What would a community built around the spirit of AB03158 look like in practice? What
obstacles—institutional, cultural, psychological—would it face today?

Martyrdom, Sacrifice, and the Cup of Tribulation

Key Passages

As to its contents, regarding how certain hidden instigators stirred up the common
people to attack the Turks and Tajiks during Ramadan and Muharram and spill the
blood of the innocent...these events occurred in God’s path. When viewed with insight,
though the cup of tribulation is bitter, its effects are sweet. One must look to the
ultimate outcomes. From comfort and pleasure no results are ever achieved—they come
and go like waves, appear and vanish like sea foam. But the cup of tribulation is filled
with the greatest bounty and endures steadfast...

Did any day pass when you rested, and that evening or morning you were grateful
and content? No, by God! Every day that you endured greater hardship and found
profit and benefit in your trade by evening—that evening was like a bright morning
and perfect joy was attained. Such is the case—times that pass in pleasure and comfort
later prove evident loss, but days that are dark as night from the intensity of calamity
are followed by the brilliant lights of dawn bringing joy and gladness to those near to
God. — ABO00605

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! It is as thou didst write that the Day of Manifes-
tation brings forth abundant bounty on one hand, and on the other hand trials and tests
for souls lacking understanding. However, for those who are steadfast it is an arena of
sacrifice and a divine altar of offering.

The martyrdom of Mirza Ya’qub has again confined Ya’qub to the house of sorrows...But
for that pure soul this martyrdom was the very essence of joy and a bounty from the
bounties of the Divine Unity...

Physicians maintain that blood has great potency—wherever it is poured at the foot of
a tree, that tree becomes more vigorous and yields boundless blossoms and fruits. This
is the effect of animal blood—then imagine how much such blessed human blood at the
foot of the Blessed Tree will cause strength, growth, blossoms and fruits. — AB01565
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Context for Study

These two tablets, written in response to the murder of Bahd’i believers in Iran, reveal the theology
of martyrdom that runs through ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s pastoral thought. The basic claim is paradoxical:
tribulation in God’s path is filled with the greatest bounty, while worldly comfort yields nothing
lasting. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé is not counseling passive acceptance of violence; he consistently urges com-
munities to act with wisdom, maintain composure, and avoid political entanglement. His claim is
rather that the transformative power of sacrifice is real and measurable: the blood of martyrs liter-
ally fertilizes the Tree of the Cause, giving it strength, growth, and fruit. The botanical metaphor
is ancient and cross-cultural. Tertullian’s famous statement that “the blood of the martyrs is the
seed of the Church” expresses the same intuition, and the Islamic doctrine of shahada (martyrdom
as the highest station of faith) provides the immediate context in which Iranian Baha’is would have
understood their deaths. But ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s version carries a distinctive affective signature: the
mourning is real (“Ya’qub to the house of sorrows”), the grief is acknowledged, and the community
is not asked to suppress its sorrow. The cup of tribulation is genuinely bitter; the claim is that its
effects are sweet, a claim to be verified in the subsequent growth of the Cause rather than asserted
against experience. The passage also contains a striking critique of the pleasure-seeking life: its
comfort is ephemeral and yields no result. This resonates with Stoic atarazia, with the Buddhist
teaching that attachment to pleasant experience is a form of suffering, and with the Christian
theology of the cross as the form of God’s redemptive presence in the world.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa says the blood of martyrs strengthens the Cause as blood fertilizes a tree. Is
this an empirical claim, a theological claim, or a consolatory metaphor? What is at stake in
how we answer?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s theology of martyrdom with Tertullian’s “blood of martyrs is the
seed of the Church,” with the Islamic theology of shahada, and with the Jewish concept of
kiddush Hashem (dying for the sanctification of God’s name). Where do they converge, and
where do they part?

3. Why does ‘Abdu’l-Baha acknowledge the bitterness of the cup of tribulation rather than
minimizing it? What does this suggest about the relationship between truth and consolation
in religious discourse?

4. The passage implies that comfort and pleasure yield no lasting result, while hardship in the
path of God does. How would a contemporary philosopher of ethics evaluate this claim? How
would it be evaluated from the perspective of Buddhist detachment?

5. What is the spiritual danger in romanticizing martyrdom, and how does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s con-
sistent counsel of wisdom and composure guard against this danger?
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Composure Amid Upheaval: Iran, the World, and the Birth Pangs
of a New Order

Key Passages

As for the situation of Iran—Iran is desolate and will not find stability and assurance
except through the divine breaths. This matter is accepted among the great men of Eu-
rope and America. Among them, the former Secretary of State of America, Mr. Bryan,
after traveling in Asia and returning to America, delivered an eloquent address...Among
his address was this: that the Eastern world will find success and prosperity through
the teachings of Bahd’u’llah; there is no other hope...

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The turmoil and disturbance is not confined to Iran.
In brief, the entire world is in disarray and all nations are in distress... Therefore, pray
to God that these hardships, pains and calamities of all may be the pangs of childbirth,
meaning labor pains, and that the true child which represents the comfort and ease of
the world of creation may be born. — ABO01390

Regarding the upheaval about which you wrote—turmoil exists in all the atoms of the
world. The loved ones of God must maintain complete composure, calm and dignity.
They must have no ill-feeling toward any group among the people of Iran. They must
be kind to all and strive with utmost power for the reconstruction of sore-ravaged Iran.
— AB10896

Context for Study

The early months of 1921 found Iran in intense political disarray, and many of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s tablets
from this period combine pastoral care with political analysis. What emerges is a distinctive stance:
the Bahd’i community is to remain beyond every partisan faction, maintain composure, harbor
goodwill toward all Iranians, and work for the country’s reconstruction through constructive service
in agriculture, commerce, industry, and education. The metaphor of “birth pangs” for the world’s
current agony is one of ‘Abdu’l-Bah&’s characteristic hermeneutic moves: historical suffering is
readable as the precondition of a new order. This is structurally similar to the eschatological “birth
pangs of the Messiah” in Jewish apocalyptic literature, to Paul’s description in Romans 8 of all
creation “groaning in labor pains,” and to Hegel’s account of history as the dialectical movement of
Spirit through its own self-alienation toward a higher synthesis. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s version, however,
is explicitly non-partisan: the “true child” to be born is the well-being of humanity as a whole, and
he pointedly cites William Jennings Bryan’s independent endorsement of Bahd’'u’lldh’s teachings
as evidence that the world’s statesmen are beginning, however dimly, to glimpse the same horizon.
The prescription for the individual believer is striking in its concreteness: complete composure,
no ill-feeling toward any group, and active effort toward reconstruction—a combination of inner
discipline and outward service that refuses to collapse into either quietism or activism.
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Questions for Reflection

1.

What does it mean to maintain “complete composure, calm and dignity” in the face of political
upheaval? Is this a counsel of detachment, or of engaged equanimity? How does it differ from
mere indifference?

. ‘Abdu’l-Baha reads global turmoil as “birth pangs” of a new order. Compare this with

Paul’s cosmic birth-pains in Romans 8, with Jewish apocalyptic literature, and with Hegel’s
philosophy of history. What assumption about teleology does this metaphor carry, and is it
defensible?

. The instruction to harbor “no ill-feeling toward any group” in a country where Bahd’is are

being persecuted is an extraordinary counsel. What spiritual discipline is required to carry it
out, and what are its political implications?

. ‘Abdu’l-Baha cites an American statesman’s endorsement of his father’s teachings as evidence

of the Cause’s global resonance. What does the use of this external endorsement reveal
about his rhetorical strategy and his understanding of how truth is recognized across cultural
boundaries?

. How does the Baha’i stance of non-partisan service—working for Iran’s reconstruction while

remaining beyond every political faction—compare with Christian models of public engage-
ment (such as liberation theology or Reinhold Niebuhr’s “Christian realism”) and with Islamic
theories of the relationship between religion and state?

Race Unity and the Promise of Universal Peace

Key Passages

Say to this convention that never since the beginning of time has a convention of more
importance been held. This convention stands for the oneness of humanity. It will
become the cause of the removal of hostilities between the races. It will become the
cause of the enlightenment of America. It will, if wisely managed and continued, check
the deadly struggle between these races, which otherwise will inevitably break out. —
ABU3106

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received. You had observed
in London that what flowed from the Supreme Pen fifty years ago—which all deemed
impossible and unattainable, and which the ignorant even ridiculed—has now come to
pass, as representatives of nations and governments have arranged a general assembly
in the capital of the just British government and are discussing universal peace. The
divine teachings are being realized despite the opposition of the deniers...

At present the representatives are heedless and know not from whence this melody
comes, nor that this light emanates from the Sun of Reality. But eventually they will
know, eventually they will acknowledge and confess this truth. — ABO03131

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 165



Vol. 178: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part I (Jan-Jul) Appendix

Context for Study

Two utterances, one addressed to a race unity convention in America and one written in response to
news of the League of Nations assembly in London, frame the global arc of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s vision in
this period. The remarks to the race unity convention (May 1921, ABU3106) are uncompromising
in their assessment: this convention is the most important that has ever been held, because it
directly addresses the “deadly struggle between races” that ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 identifies as one of the
defining crises of the age. The prediction that racial conflict “will inevitably break out” if the
spirit of unity is not cultivated was to be borne out in decades to come. The letter on the League
of Nations assembly (AB03131) takes a different angle: the very convening of international peace
discussions—however imperfect and heedless—is the fruit of Baha’u’llah’s proclamations fifty years
earlier, even if the delegates do not yet know the source. This is a theology of historical causation in
which prophetic utterance operates as a real force in the world, working its effects through ordinary
historical processes. It parallels the prophetic tradition in both Hebrew Scripture and Islamic
thought, where the Word of God is understood to accomplish what it announces. The reticence
about claiming visible credit—*“eventually they will know”—is also characteristic of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
consistent teaching that the Cause’s power is demonstrated through fruits rather than through
proclamation alone.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé declares a race unity convention to be the most important in all of history.
What does this claim imply about the relationship between racial justice and spiritual life?
How does it sit alongside or challenge Christian, Islamic, and Jewish traditions on the unity
of humanity?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd argues that the League of Nations discussions on peace are, unknowingly, the
fruit of Baha u’llah’s proclamations. What theory of historical causation does this require?
Is it compatible with a secular account of history, or does it require specifically religious
premises?

3. The delegates at the peace conference are described as “heedless” of the true source of their
impulse toward peace. Is this a charitable or a condescending characterization? What does
it reveal about how ‘Abdu’l-Baha relates to secular institutions?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s prediction of “deadly struggle between the races” in America if unity is not
cultivated anticipated the turbulence of later decades with striking precision. How should we
evaluate such prophetic accuracy—as evidence of divine insight, as shrewd social analysis, or
both?

5. What does it mean for a religious movement to work for justice and peace without insisting
on receiving credit for the outcomes? How does this posture differ from triumphalism, on one
side, and from self-effacement, on the other?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

These tablets and utterances from the first seven months of 1921 present a mind simultaneously
turned toward the eternal—spiritual transformation, the unknowability of God, the redemptive
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power of sacrifice—and the urgent, concrete urgencies of a suffering world: Iranian martyrs, racial
conflict in America, the frail first steps of international peace machinery, communities in India and
Germany and the Caucasus seeking guidance. They end, as a whole, with an invitation to labor
rather than a proclamation.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha hold
together the conviction that history is moving toward a divine order of peace and
unity with a clear-eyed, unsentimental account of how much suffering that movement
costs—and what disciplines of composure, sacrifice, and patient service does that
double vision require from those who share it?
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