


The Writings and Utterances
of the Central Figures
of the Bah&’i Faith

ProvisioNAL PARALLEL-TEXT STUDY SERIES

Volume 179:

Writings and Utterances of Abdu'l-Baha, 1921, part 11
(Aug-Nov)

Version: 1.0 e Revision date 23-May-2026




Content reproduced from bahai.org. A portion of this series (English texts in blue font and their oppos-
ing original text) draws from authorized texts and translations made available at bahai . org and is Copyright
© Bahd’i International Community. Such content has been used in accordance with the bahai.org/legal

Terms of Use.

Manuscript images. Manuscript images are reproduced with acknowledgment to their sources (see bibli-
ography for source abbreviations). Use in this non-commercial, academic setting is believed to constitute fair
use under copyright law. Readers seeking to reproduce these images elsewhere should contact the respective

holding institutions.



Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 179

This August—November 1921 volume has the atmosphere of a final charge. Its opening Haifa
utterances to Marie Watson and others repeatedly turn away from secondary disputes toward the
urgent work of healing a Godless and sick world: ABU0064 warns that the believers hold the remedy
in their hands and must apply it through unity, deeds, constructive speech, mental efficiency joined
to spiritual illumination, and the suppression of ego. ABU3687 and ABU3199 give the same counsel
in plainer pastoral terms: unpleasantness, prejudice, and discussion of non-essentials waste the time
that should be given to love, compassion, and constructive service. ABU3059 and ABU1473 deepen
this into a late psychology of tests, pride, discernment, and spiritual receptivity: tests reveal the
soul to itself; pride is the root of every evil; unity of heart attracts the Holy Spirit; and inharmony
destroys the magnet of divine assistance. AB06245 condenses the ethical demand into a definition
of Baha’i identity: one must be Baha’i in soul rather than tongue, a mercy to humanity and a
candle in a darkened world.

The doctrinal high point is AB00020, the Tablet to Dr Forel, one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s last major philo-
sophical epistles. It distinguishes narrow materialism from the broad service of true philosophers,
treats mind as a property or faculty of the soul, affirms graded forms of spirit in mineral, vegetable,
animal, and human realms, and argues from humanity’s power to discover, command, and contra-
vene nature to the existence of a human reality transcending nature. Its definition of nature as the
inherent properties and necessary relations of things leads to the need for an all-unifying agency;
its apophatic theology insists that the Divine Essence is unknowable, though inferred from effects,
order, causation, and the limitation that points to the unlimited. AB02149 gives a compact theol-
ogy of progressive revelation within Islamic vocabulary, distinguishing the unchanging foundation
of religion from changing laws and social ordinances, while AB04087 gives counsel on the Qadianis
through the image of the enduring sea and vanishing foam.

The postwar international horizon also remains strong. AB03131 notes that ideas once dismissed as
impossible—international consultation, disarmament, and universal peace—are now being discussed
by representatives of nations in London, even if their source in Baha'u’llah’s teachings remains
unrecognized. AB01867 looks to Turkistan’s earlier Islamic intellectual brilliance and calls for its
renewal through the Sun of Reality, while AB12211 identifies Germany as spiritually receptive
despite its withered postwar condition and urges correspondence through a practical intermediary.
AB08536, AB05291, AB12317, and AB12591 show the same global web in miniature: Japanese
teaching, service among Indigenous peoples in America, German believers renewed after the war,
and the continuing chain of teachers, hosts, physicians, and pilgrims who carry life from one region
to another. AB01044 gives the celebratory form of this worldwide consciousness: East and West now
echo “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha,” and the friends must answer this hour through deeds, purity, eloquent
speech, and fidelity.
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Several tablets show how, even in the final months, ‘Abdu’l-Baha continues to guide communities
through danger, disappointment, and practical choices. AB03395 and AB08002 discourage believers
from abandoning useful service in their own lands in order to come to the Holy Land, where tests
are severe and work scarce; spiritual nearness is defined by service rather than physical proximity.
AB05146 and AB07938 counsel wisdom, moderation, and indirect teaching under hostile conditions,
especially in Shiraz and other sensitive settings. AB01641 similarly warns against tearing the veil
too widely in public activity, lest agitation and harm reach the Holy Land. AB02552 and AB00615,
concerning Norah Crossley of Manchester, the woman who sheared her long hair to raise money for
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, are among the volume’s most memorable devotional items: ‘Abdu’l-Baha
says He would not have consented to the act, yet interprets it as a moving testimony of sacrifice
and uses it as a lesson in the spiritual value of small offerings made with complete devotion.

The closing materials bring the volume to its decisive institutional culmination. AB00001, the Will
and Testament, though penned earlier and unsealed after His passing, gives the entire late ministry
its formal sequel: it makes the protection of the Faith, the Covenant, and the Testament the central
obligation after ‘Abdu’l-Baha; appoints Shoghi Effendi as the “blest and sacred bough” to whom
the believers must turn; establishes the authority of the Guardian and the Universal House of
Justice; defines the Hands of the Cause in relation to protection and propagation; and transforms
the spirituality of servitude, consultation, obedience, and unity into the constitutional foundation
of the Baha’i administrative order. The volume as a whole therefore reads as both farewell and
foundation: a final summons to purity, unity, teaching, and world reconstruction, crowned by the
document that carries the Covenant beyond ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s earthly life.
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ABU0064 ’f , © Vords uﬂt 4Abdul Baha to larie “ateon . ( iot authenticated)
Words to Marie Watson et al in Aug. 1921 in : "I have sent for thes. Qthers have had to ask for pemission. I
Haifa have thus honored thee. How great this bounty 1=,t_h9u end others will only

realize later. Thou must ever be grateful to God for this great bestowal., I will always
pray for thee. You must be like these beautiful luminous clouds above our ieads,see,how
swiftly they move;nothing hindérs them, I pray you will be like these clouds. Let nothing
hinder you., Speak alsays of the love of God.Teach the people viat love is. Give them
the new Glad Tidings. Spreal the gospel of the Uovenemt. Let nothing touch your spirit
but the Love of God. Be ever engaged in the service of the Kingdom. Think not of any
unpleassntness of the past whatsoever. Do not let it affect you at all. You must be ae
far removed from these tales as the clouds are above us. .

I have sent for thee. Others have had to ask permission. I
have thus honored thee. How great this bounty is, thou and
others will only realize later. Thou must ever be grateful to
God for this great bounty. I will always pray for thee. I will
never forget thee.

The world for the most part is Godless. If left to itself it will
perish. Bahais have the remedy in their hands for the healing
of the sick world. If they do not apply the remedy, God will
raise up a “strange” people to do the work, for, verily, He is
able to do this, and the heedless will suffer a great loss. We
must not occupy our time with the discussion of non-essentials,
we must consider this needy world.

If the believers of God do not love each other, how useless to
say they love God. The tree is known by its fruit; likewise
love is known by actions. For love to be genuine it must be
translated into deeds, otherwise it is not effective. Results are
lacking, and the world is not lacking in this respect; it seeks
even with microscopic lenses for the flaw in the friends.

We must strive for mental efficiency, which, combined with
spiritual enlightenment, enables us to use rightly and effec-
tively in the highest degree all the powers of mind and body.
This results in a perfectly cultivated being.

One may be sincere and yet be wrong. One may be positive
on the wrong side. Some people are positive about things that
are not so, and yet be sincere. One must have insight, then
one may view all sides before decision is pronounced.

People should solve their own problems. Advice may be sought,
but in general they do as they like and heed afterwards. But
even mistakes that are made, if the heart is pure, that is with
a pure intention, God makes even the mistakes of His pure
servants to work out for the advantage of His Cause and to the
benefit of all.
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If a child in disappointment or rage strikes you or calls you
names, you do not heed or suffer from it. You forget it. This
is the way you should do concerning all these foolish problems.

Dost thou think that all who come here are benefitted? No, it
is not so. What is in the heart is strengthened. Therefore, it
is best to come bereft of the ego, to come with a pure heart,
which is a pure intention.

I plant a seed in your heart; if it approves it, it becomes a
tree and will bear fruit. There are the divine virtues such
as patience, love, courage, mercy and judgment through the
bounty of the Gracious Lord. One must learn to distinguish
black from white, light from darkness. One should listen to the
response of the Spirit and so receive the answers to perplexing
questions. You have large capacity and much is expected of
you; responsibility is also increased. Mankind in general is
asleep, immersed in the sea of materiality.

When the brain cells in the “upper chamber” are active, they
respond to celestial vibrations. These cells are latent in the
majority of human beings, through service, meditation and
supplication they are awakened. This is the “upper chamber”
to which the disciples retired when they met together with
Christ.

Discerning conscious souls who comprehend the reality of the
Divine Teachings are few in every age. Unity of heart between
friends of God attracts the out pourings of the Holy Spirit, and
capable souls receive the bounties of the Divine Mysteries, and
they become distributors of Light.

Inharmony destroys the magnet to attract the Divine Elixir
and all become deprived. This is a great loss; therefore, one
must strive to promote this unity which is essential to the life
of the believers. This must be established, then the Cause
will advance in the utmost prosperity and this world will be-
come another world. This condition however must come about
through the effort of man in cooperation with the will of God.
Be thou ever actively engaged in this great matter. Bring thou
the New Glad Tidings, be a joy bringer, make others happy.

Do not think or speak negative things at all. Think and speak
constructively. Speak of the love and compassion of God to His
creatures. Show people what this love has done for you. This
is “definite”. Thou art a living testament of His love. Be thou
happy, most happy and thankful for these bounties bestowed
upon thee by the Blessed Beauty.

I charge thee to make every effort in thy power to awaken souls
to the importance of establishing unity among the friends. God
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will assist thee. Do not heed the censuring of the heedless. Be
ever engaged in the service of the Kingdom. Thy heart must
be a cup, filled to overflowing from the bounties of the Blessed
Perfection. I wish this for thee. I pray that confirmation may
pour down upon thee from every direction.

Unity is one thing, uniformity is another. Unity is not accom-
plished by suppression. Unity comes by submission of man’s
will to the will of God. The unity which is the result of in-
ner conviction is a permanent state; that uniformity which is
the result of outward pressure is temporary. Yet the minority
must always yield to the majority - not because the majority
is always right, we know that this is not so, but for the sake
of holding together is this necessary. The reality of unity will
come later. Uniformity produced by force is in reality poten-
tial anarchy; this is an unhealthful state anywhere, whether in
politics, industrial life or religion. The inharmony still existing
among the believers is a clash of ideas; it belongs to soul and
mind. When the soul has established communication with God,
it becomes a recipient of eternal Light and is transformed into
a ray of the Effulgence of the Eternal Sun. When the ego is
submerged in the ocean of Divine Love the powers of darkness
have no control over it and wisdom is attained. This wisdom is
a gift from God. Those who possess it are divinely appointed
watchmen, and through wise adjustment they maintain the
progress and stability of the Cause of God and assist in the
growth and developments of the Divine Edifice of Humanity.

A spiritual vision is a divine key to unlock the door of facts in
the outer world. Psychic visions are usually from below, that
is, from the merely human, in this day it is possible for the
two kinds to meet and this is through the purity of the hearts.
This meeting is of divine ordination and is a Glad Tidings to
the world of mankind.

All the believers in this cycle are in the same station when they
accept the Manifestation of God and His Teachings. This is
the baptism of water. When the soul advances to the second
stage, it receives and becomes conscious of the Divine Spirit;
then the spirit speaks through it, it is inspired and can answer
all questions, because man does not answer for himself, but the
Holy Spirit enlightens and teaches him so long as he seeks from
this source, the Ocean of Reality. This is the baptism of the
spirit. The third station is the baptism of fire. Then the soul
is aflame with the fire of the Love of God and is detached from
all worldly states, such as the merely intellectual perceptions.
The baptism of fire frees the soul from the domination of the
five senses. While these avenues are accessible for the soul for
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use in the outer world, the soul is no longer in the fetters of
the animal self.

As to thy body it cannot become robust. The limitations have
to be reconed with. The crushed ribs and splintered bones can-
not become perfectly restored. Spirit can and does control and
guide matter, but matter has its own laws upon its own plane
and will exact its own toll. “Render unto Caesar” applies here.
He who fails to acknowledge and recognize this truth is not in
possession of complete knowledge. Half truths are misleading
and cause a wrong psychology and the result is difficult to rem-
edy, because the soul does not and cannot perceive truth from
erTor.

To understand the oneness of life is to acknowledge the uni-
verse as a unit - a whole - not only half the circle or arc, the
positive, but also the other half the negative. The negative
side represents the human - the limitations of mankind. These
are generally spoken of as “fate”. Man learns through experi-
ence that limitations refine as the soul becomes purified. For
on the positive spiritual side are the noble creative forces. The
revelation of thought takes man out of slavery into the ever
increasing freedom from limitations of his material state.

Today is the Day of Days in which the inward eye may be open
to the Unity and Reality of Life. If truth comes to the mind, the
mind expands to its dimensions according to the capacity of the
individual. Yet high above thought in the world of humanity
“fate” is seen as the indicator, leveling the haughty, lifting the
lowly, requiring justice in man and always striking soon or late
when justice is not done, for thought must be in harmony with
eternal law.

All that is merely willful in human thought, if in opposition
to the fundamental essence of thought will perish. Holiness
(purity) confers insight. The heart has its argument with which
the intellect is not acquainted; the heart knows prior to all
arguments, facts or fine - spun theories, and in the last analysis
the intellect yields because the heart is right.

Those whose hearts are pure and near to the secrets of God,
they are bathed by sweeter waters. They hear warnings, they
see the visions of reality.

Man in this age has learned the weight of the sun, the path of
a star, the movement of an eclipse. The advance step now is
to learn the explanation of the inflexible law of matter into the
subtler Kingdom of Spirit which contains a finer gravitation
which holds the balance of power from age to age unbroken.
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Blessed is the soul who knows that against all appearances the
nature of thing works for truth and right forever.

Great souls must and shall arise to reconstruct the affairs of the
world in the New Spirit of Understanding. The world war has
taught the need for personal, social, national and international
readjustments and if the world is to become safe for humanity,
we must change our old standards of living.

Our activities must be regulated not according to policy, but
principle. This is the aim of the New Humanity whose ambi-
tions are to still the greed and lust for power wielded only for
self.

These souls must align themselves into a nucleus, a center for
the powers of righteousness to work in and through in this dark
hour of the world’s extremity. These souls are in possession of
the knowledge of the Glorious Light of this age, streaming in
greatest Effulgence from the heart of God.

It is the law of human life, that man must struggle with his
tools for growth until he learns how to use them aright and
to the best advantage. The Glory of God is known to man in
that personal volition and responsibility is bestowed upon him
as God’s greatest gift in this Day of Maturity.

The emancipated soul sees with the eye of perfect faith because
it knows what vast provisions are made to enable it to gain the
victory over every difficulty and trial. Yet man must remember
the earth plane is a workshop, not an art gallery for the exhibits
of perfect powers. This is not the plane of perfection, but earth
is the crucible for refining and moulding character.

The light of this New Understanding - a New Heaven - can
never again be dimmed. The New Earth will never be limited
to the old superstitions and limitations. The New Light is
based upon One Central Truth before which every superstitious
fancy will be annihilated - consumed by the Fire of the Love
of God.

SW_ v16#05 p.518x, PN_ 1921 p006
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ABU3687

Words to Marie Watson et al in Haifa

You must be like these swift-moving, luminous clouds. They
move, nothing hinders them. I shall pray for you that you will
be like these clouds. Let nothing hinder you. Speak always
of the Love of God. Teach the people what the Love of God
is. Give them the Glad Tidings. Let nothing hinder thee; let
nothing touch thy spirit which is not in conformity with the
teachings of the Blessed Beauty. Be ever engaged in the service
of the Kingdom.

Do not let the unpleasant things annoy you. You must be
as far removed from them as these clouds are above us. The
important thing is to spread the Teachings, to show love and
compassion, to be kind to all, and not wound the feelings of
others. If we do not like to associate with some people, very
well, it is not compulsory. We can let them alone and become
so busy with constructive work, that there is no time to waste
upon such matters.

We do not waste our time in discussing non-essentials. Neither
must you do this. Forget every unpleasantness of the past;
speak only of constructive work, of the Love of God, of the
compassion and mercy of God. Seek to make others happy.

BLO__ PN#060

ABU3059

Words to Marie Watson et al in Aug. 1921 in Haifa

He spoke of tests. Tests are of various kinds, meeting the needs
of the soul. Tests are not sent as punishment, but in reality
to reveal the soul to itself. Tests reveal strength as well as
weakness and provide opportunity to remedy defects.

The soul also becomes aware of its strength, a former weakness
is overcome and a surprise awaits the soul; it realizes its growth,
and so the heavy discipline is proved to be nutritive and a new
confidence and trust is born in the consciousness, and this leads
to mastery, self-discipline becomes self-mastery.

PN_1921 p012, BLO_ PN#060
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ABU3199

Words to Marie Watson et al in Aug. 1921 in Haifa

Take prejudice how it grows. First a few people say something
hateful about a person and generally there is a fragment of
truth in what they say. The story grows, is spread, the circle
widens, discussions are indulged in inharmony, schism takes
place - what a waste of precious time that could and should be
used for constructive work.

PN_1921 p012, BLO__PN#060

ABU1473

Words to Marie Watson et al around Aug. 1921 in Haifa

Retrogression is a possibility also through egotistic importance.
Pride is the greatest sin - perhaps the only sin - leading to every
other evil, warping the judgment.

Cruelty, the opposite element of compassion, that rules the
ego. It is a destructive force and is headed downward to its
own disintegration in time.

This Is the occult meaning of “every head shall bow and knee
shall bend;” not to any entity visible, nor invisible, but to the
law of life, which is love and compassion, and he who fails to
embody these is a lost soul.

This, as thou knowest, is only for such who are fitted for these
truths, for the new humanity; others will read you in their
ignorance.

Sacrifice herein from the higher to the lowest is not acceptable.

I plant a seed in your minds, if your heart approves it, it will
become a tree and bear fruit.

These are the divine virtues, such as patience, courage, love,
mercy, and judgment - your own judgment, through the bounty
of the Gracious Lord. One must learn to distinguish black from
white, light from darkness; one should listen to the response of
the spirit and receive the answer to perplexing problems.
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You have large capacity and much is expected of you. Responsi-
bility is also increased. Mankind in general is asleep, immersed
in the sea of materiality...

When the brain cells in the “upper chamber” are active, they
respond to celestial vibrations. These cells are latent in the ma-
jority of human beings, through service, meditation and suppli-
cation they are awakened. This is the “upper room” to which
the disciples retired when they met together with Christ...

Discerning, conscious souls, who comprehend the Reality of
the Divine teachings are few in every age...

Unity of the heart between the friends of God attracts the out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit and capable souls receive the bounty
of the divine Mysteries and they become the distributors of the
Light...

Inharmony destroys the magnet to attract the Divine Elixir
and all become deprived. This is a great loss; therefore, one
must study to promote this Unity, which is essential to the life
of the believers.

PN_ 1921 p002x, PN__1921 p004

AB08066

To: Jessie E Revell, in Philadelphia
Date: 1921-Aug-03

O thou heavenly daughter!

Thy letter was received. I implored and supplicated to the
Kingdom of God for whatever is thy utmost desire, so that
thou mayest obtain a heart clean as a clear mirror and a tongue
speaking of the Truths and Meanings, be occupied with the
spread of the breaths of God, give eloquent talk and become
the cause of mindfulness to the sleepy; so that the dead may
be quickened with the heavenly spirit. In winter thou hast
permission to come.

Upon thee be the Glory of Abhal

BSTW#226
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AB08536

To: Agnes B Alexander, in Tokyo

Date: 1921-Aug-03

O thou who wanderest in the divine Path!

In the path of God thou didst leave behind thy familiar coun-

try and traveled to those distant regions, so that thou mayest

spread the Teachings of God and give the people the Glad Tid-

ings of the Kingdom of God. Be assured that confirmations

will reach thee and thou wilt become assisted in accomplishing

a great service to the world of humanity. Thousand tidings

may reach thee!

Thy brother Ono San, also will be confirmed and with utmost

joy and happiness he will come back.

JWTA.016

AB03131

To: Aga Mirza Diyaullah Asgarzadeh, in London

Date: 1921-Aug-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Ol b

Your letter was received. Praise be to God, you observed in
London that what flowed from the Supreme Pen fifty years ago
- which all deemed impossible and unattainable, and which the
ignorant even ridiculed - has now come to pass, as represen-
tatives of nations and governments have arranged a general
assembly in the capital of the just British government and are
discussing universal peace. The divine teachings are being re-
alized despite the opposition of the deniers.

At present the representatives are heedless and know not from
whence this melody comes, nor that this light emanates from
the Sun of Reality. But eventually they will know, eventually
they will acknowledge and confess this truth. For now, this
assembly of representatives of all governments, as well as the
important newspapers, are discussing universal peace, disarma-
ment, and the abandonment of weapons of war. In any case,
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this congress will be established, whether in America, London
or Paris - it makes no difference.

Praise be to God, the road to Ishqabad has opened somewhat,
and the friends in Turkestan are in the utmost joy and gladness,
occupied with diffusing the divine fragrances.

Convey my longing greetings to your brother Agha Azizullah
and write: “These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall
pass; Once again shall sweet days like sugar come.”

i And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Turkistan, in Turkestan
Date: 1921-Aug-07

After the appearance of His Holiness the Great Messenger
Muhammad Mustafa, may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him, the
divine teachings were transferred from Arabia to Iran and Turk-
istan. The lamp of guidance became a mighty torch. The di-
vine religion gained complete promotion. Turkistan progressed
in all ranks until it reached such a degree that it gained distinc-
tion from other lands. Divine and material sciences and arts
progressed to such a degree that from the school of Turkistan
emerged the geniuses of the time and the learned ones of the
horizons. Even in the Persian language they gained such pro-
ficiency that the poets of Turkistan became renowned in East
and West.

Afterwards decline occurred and that progress was transformed
into regression. Those brilliant traces were lost and that civi-
lizational luminosity was transformed into a strange dimness.

Now that the Sun of Reality has risen and the lights of the Most
Great Luminary have shone upon Turkistan, the breeze of favor
is wafting and the divine fragrances are perfuming the nostrils.
Turkistan must become a rose garden and Transoxiana must
receive its portion and share from the Most Great Sea. The
cloud of favor must rain down and the ray of the Sun of Reality
must shine. The breeze of bounty must waft and the sweet
fragrance of the love of God must perfume the nostrils.
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O loved ones of God! Be confident in the grace and bounty of
the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, that the invisible confirma-
tions and undoubted outpourings will arrive successively. Gird
up the loins of endeavor and engage in exalting the Word of
God. Seize the ball of precedence from the field and let each
one shine like the morning star from the horizon of reality.

My God, my God! These are souls who have found tranquility
in Thy remembrance, become good through Thy knowledge,
become content with Thy favors, become attracted by Thy
fragrances, become ignited by the fire kindled in the Tree of
Thy Lordship, turned their faces toward Thee, placed their
trust in Thee, and supplicated before Thee. Lord! Make them
tall trees from which fruits scatter, rising stars from which
lights spread, sanctified souls from which traces appear, and
spirits made joyous by Thy favors night and day. Verily Thou
art the Giver, verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art
the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.
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To: Doctor Habibullah Muayyid son of Khudabakhsh, in Kirmanshah

Date: 1921-Aug-09

O steadfast one! Your letter was received. It is as was writ-
ten before. The Blessed Beauty is the helper and supporter,
and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is full of influence. Now in that city
bereft (of spiritual bounties), one must act with wisdom and
awaken the heedless through Baha'’i deeds, for deeds have more
influence than words. How often has it happened that a single
deed from a blessed soul caused a tribe to be guided. These
bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass; another time
will come sweet as sugar. Be confident in the grace and gift of
the All-Merciful. Convey utmost longing and kindness to the
other divine friends. And upon you be greetings and praise.

When visiting the sick, speak of spiritual qualities and divine
conduct and behavior without mentioning names or being ex-
plicit. Better that the secrets of the beloved ones be told in
stories of others.
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ABO05800

To: Abdu’l-Ali Bayk Fayaduf, in Istanbul

Date: 1921-Aug-09

O thou who art attracted to God!

a letter mentioning you therein, therefore I was reminded of

Jinab-i-Za’ir has written

you and pen these lines. From the Abha Kingdom I beseech
unlimited confirmation for you, that in all matters you may be
assisted by the favors of the Incomparable Lord.

When man turns to God, He says “Whosoever draws nigh unto
Me by a span, I will draw nigh unto him by a cubit.” This

means that any servant who comes closer to Me by one span,

I will come closer to him by one cubit. The purpose is that

the slightest turning of man toward God becomes the cause of

infinite nearness.

When one step is taken in the path of Truth, the confirmations

of the Ancient Beauty arrive successively. Therefore be confi-

dent in divine grace and walk upon this straight path so that
you may obtain infinite bounty and become the manifestation

of divine favors.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Istanbul
Date: 1921-Aug-09

Prayer for Divine Confirmation for the Loved Ones of Istanbul

O my God, my God! These are servants who have turned their
faces purely toward Thy gracious countenance, who have be-
lieved in and acknowledged Thy mighty announcement, who
have walked in Thy straight path, who have inclined their ears
and opened the eye of steel, and who have witnessed the ef-
fulgence of Thy lights, the manifestation of Thy signs, and
the descent of Thy verses, and who have recited Thy words
with sincere and sound hearts. O Lord! Make them signs of
Thy mercy among all creatures and lamps of Thy guidance in
that furthest shore, holding fast to Thy firm handle, drawn
to the holy fragrances from Thy most glorious Kingdom. O
Lord! Illumine their faces with the lights of confirmation and
enlighten their hearts with the signs of unity, and make them
aflame with the fire of Thy love in the realm of detachment,
and make them among those of whom Thou didst reveal in the
wise Remembrance, saying - and Thy word is truth - “They
speak not before He hath spoken, and they do according to
His bidding.” Verily Thou art the Generous, and verily Thou
art the Mighty, the Kind, the Merciful.
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To: Aga Ali et al.
Date: 1921-Aug-11

O ye who are near to the Threshold of the Almighty! At all
times ye are engaged in service to the Cause of God, and in the
path of God ye have been and are self-sacrificing. Ever have
ye been the target of afflictions and trials, yet never have ye
shown the slightest negligence or shortcoming in service. In the

social body of the Baha'’is ye are active and energetic members.

Always does a sweet fragrance waft from the gardens of your
hearts, and joyous tidings reach us.
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2 His honor Fadil became a wanderer through mountain and
desert, and in the vast territory of America raised the call of
the appearance of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Praise be to
God, he was assisted and confirmed, and in his absence ye
showed the utmost care for his relatives.

This is the station of the Baha’is, that they should show infi-
nite kindness to one another and be self-sacrificing, for service
to the friends is servitude at the Threshold, and care for the
friends is among the characteristics of the loved ones of the
Merciful Lord. God in His lofty and exalted Lordship is in-
dependent and needeth naught, but service to the servants of
God is acceptable at the Threshold of the Almighty.

Praise be to God that ye are assisted therein, and the recom-
pense for this righteous deed and praiseworthy effort rests with
the Mighty, Forgiving Lord. This recompense is divine confir-
mation, success and bounty - and what an excellent companion
it is! And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

O my God, my God! These are servants who have been in-
toxicated with the wine of Thy guidance and quickened by
the breezes from the gardens of Thy oneness, and who have
arisen to serve Thee, passionate with love for Thee, yearning
to meet Thee, and loving Thy beauty. Lord, make them grate-
ful birds in the garden of Thy mercy, warbling with the sweet-
est melodies in the meadows of praise to Thee, successful in
performing righteous deeds among Thy creation, and banners
unfurled in the firmament of certitude through Thy power and
might. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest,
and Thou art truly mighty and powerful.

)J}J\jﬁ)o; U\)Tdﬁabup :

lruu\ul.pﬁ}.u,\,f}y)»m.d-\
a5t 0Lt Olles 51 Cubslye 2ol

Slia S8 g s 8 ol ols i)
G L) S Oladle 5 ksl Ol e
;\wdl:w);wd,:lc)} Sl oo ohk
33 G o D gl pailas
s el 5Ly s S Gl S s

LS o e (B 0Bk, Sy

o JF o) OG5 4 e O L b ab

Gl Sl s e w;.uifm )

e S 5 g o

Salas Lo oid) sle U A M
épﬁt;\“;{.\,\uztuguw\,
(BRI JERT SN o
Tde 315,58 Ty ﬁb\;) [SU]
T ol G oY C,\,Lé Kl
S oy bygpe dh;\‘_}cwf;&:lc
5 S oY Sl 3 [%M] W),
S U b o il il SIS,
25 o5

BRL__DAK#1229

AB02149

To: Muhammad Shukri Effendi, in Baghdad
Date: 1921-Aug-11

O accomplished and illustrious one! I have become acquainted
with the contents of your noble letter and eloquent discourse.
As it is said at the beginning of the discourse, “The best speech
is that which is brief and to the point,” therefore I choose
brevity and stating the truth without metaphor. That is: Reli-
gion with God is Islam, from Adam to the Seal, as God, glory
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be to Him and exalted is He, has said “Abraham was a Mus-
lim community.” Thus all the Prophets and Messengers were
Muslims because they were all upon the manifest truth - “We
make no distinction between any of His Messengers.”

2 Every one of the divine religions resolves into two parts: One
part is the root and foundation, which relates to beliefs -
namely the oneness of God, the prophethood of the Prophets,
refinement of character, acquisition of virtues, benefiting from
divine outpourings and merciful inspirations, and similar gifts.
This part does not change or alter, as God addressed His
Prophet (peace be upon him) saying “Follow the religion of
Abraham, the upright one.”

3 The second part relates to transactions and laws. This part
is the branch and changes and alters according to the require-
ments of time and place. But as for the fundamental founda-
tion, there is absolutely no change or alteration, and you will
never find any change in God’s way.

As for the designation “Baha’i,” this is according to custom,
just as one says so-and-so is Ash’ari or Usuli. In brief, the word
Islam has never been abrogated, and whoever seeks a religion
other than Islam, it will not be accepted from him.

One thing remains: Do you see today anything remaining
among the people of that original foundation which does not
change or alter? Rather, it has become forgotten, completely
forgotten. And I beseech God, glory be to Him and exalted
is He, to make us firm in faith and ordain for us to follow the
example of the Messenger of God (may my spirit be sacrificed
for him) - “You have in the Messenger of God an excellent
example.”

6 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Vahdat, Yadullah Himmat-Abadi et al.,
Date: 1921-Aug-11

in Isfahan

O ye two firm ones in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
It was as fragrant as ambergris, and its contents were like
pure musk, indicating steadfastness and sincerity and firmness.
Give thanks unto God that ye are engaged and occupied in
the service of the Kingdom. However, proceed with wisdom -
do not tear away any veils. As for those souls who transgress,
“they who act unjustly shall soon know what a lot awaiteth
them.” I hope that through divine favors, comfort and tran-
quility will be attained.

2 Convey most glorious and wondrous greetings to the hand-
maiden of God Bigam, the handmaiden of God Kishvar,
the handmaiden of God Munavvar, the handmaiden of God
Habibih, and the handmaiden of God Bahiyyih. Likewise
show the utmost kindness to Aqa Ja’far and Aqa Abbas. And
convey complete longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Mirza Hasan,
Mirza Muhammad, Mirza ‘Inayatu’llah and Mirza Sulayman.
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To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Shiraz
Date: 1921-Aug-11

O servant of the Sacred Threshold!

2 Your letter was received and we were informed of the events.

The friends in Shiraz must act with the utmost wisdom, for the
banner of God’s Cause has been raised throughout all regions
and the friends are attracted by the Most Great Glad-Tidings.
Therefore, the jealousy of the turbaned ones has been aroused.
We hope through divine favor that they will come to their
senses and at least patience and calm will prevail. “They desire
to extinguish God’s light with their mouths: but God willeth
only to perfect His light.”
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Due to lack of time, this brief note is written. Kindly excuse
me.
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To: Ardishir Khudadad Rustam, in Qasimabad
Date: 1921-Aug-16

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and its contents were full of spiritual meanings. You had writ-
ten that a group of the friends from that region wish to sever
their ties and come to these parts since you are farmers. Abdul-
Baha has utmost joy at your presence, however affairs in these
parts have become very difficult and in Adasiyyih and other
places grievous events are occurring one after another. Those
who are present have absolutely no rest and are greatly trou-
bled. In the Holy Land there are severe tests and endless trials.
It requires an iron mountain to remain firm. Now the friends’
affairs there are orderly and organized while here affairs are
troubled and chaotic with tests from all directions. Therefore
it is better that you do not disrupt your work there.

With perfect faith and certitude and firmness in the Cause of
the Ancient Beauty, engage in service to the Cause of God.
This is certainly better and divine confirmations and success
are assured. I pray for you and supplicate and implore at the
divine threshold that you may be confirmed and assisted in all
respects in those regions. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

O i O gaman oy I 200l Ol U0 (6
Npn 8 dagosyt pd ooy Gl Gl
by e éwézmﬁ)gs Ol 5 L1
eldlde dzelyy Jal L) a5l ol Olosieo
sl by 2ls W e 5l s S
Ay e 53 5 428 K 5l Olonins
é\} G4 a4l faakie Slegy Ol
St Wyl el \,\,\ Sy O a5 5dae
add Olleel u«.w o2y 5 s .\;)Lsf
4{.\.&\)»» ol oS db\ad U.ALUU S
o iyl T (o) Ul e calin
5 Pste s Qe hpl e ()3 s VL—"J
8l G i 2b 3 Sl

A - L.;TJJ L s
dles ol s e st 5 Ol 5 Ok JET L
Fe ) o asS dste Bl ) sz o8
G > o e pr G5 s kb o
f‘\.«..ﬁu&\ okl GJ\JJCJanLCL;lca

uﬁ}ﬁ)u\:}ﬁwﬁ)‘umd\)bg
Gc\”‘tw”&:kc: Jsif

YARP2.160 p.168

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 17


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=128
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-174.html

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB06245

AB05903

To: Scientific Society (Egypt) et al.
Date: 1921-Aug-16

O distinguished students of that accomplished, learned and vir-
tuous teacher! Your illumined letter has reached me, revealing
what is in your hearts and your intention to establish a scien-
tific society for the unveiling of the mysteries of truth. I am
greatly pleased with your beneficial intentions and beautiful
aims, which are to follow in the footsteps of that divine man
and to keep his luminous lamp burning and preserve his re-
membrance throughout the centuries and ages. How excellent
is your noble purpose!

2 I beseech God to make you blessed branches sprouting from
that supreme Tree, so that the descendants may be a joy and
delight to their forebears, so that noble ancestor who is intoxi-
cated with the wine of God’s gift may glory in you in the Most
Glorious Kingdom. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Joseph Nitshi, in Kolts
Date: 1921-Aug-16

O seeker of truth! Your letter was received and was most wel-
come. Praise be to God that you had the capacity and poten-
tial to hear the call of the Kingdom and attain to this great
bounty.

Being a Baha’i means following the divine teachings and walk-
ing the path of the people of the Kingdom. One’s soul must
be Baha'i, not just one’s tongue. Being a Baha'i is not easy -
it is very difficult. One must be pure and free from all carnal
desires. All feelings must be heavenly. One must become a
mercy from the Lord to humanity and a bright candle in this
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dark world. This is true Baha’i - otherwise it is a name without
substance and a word without meaning.

Praise be to God you have this understanding. When you
achieve this, you will be a Baha’i in every station and time.
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To: Isfandiyar Suhayli, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Aug-16

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Praise be to God, its contents indicated an increase in fellow-
ship, love and unity. Due to lack of time, I write briefly.

It is not permissible for thee to sever thy connection with Bom-
bay, for thy presence there is necessary, while in the Holy Land
there is no work or employment available and the tests are se-
vere. If thou art at peace and filled with joy and fragrance,
thou art with me.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. Convey wondrous
and most glorious greetings to all the friends.
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To: Norah Crossley, in Manchester
Date: 1921-Aug-20

O my well-beloved daughter of the Kingdom! The letter thou
hadst written to Dr. Esslemont was forwarded by him to the
Land of Desire. Iread it all through with the greatest attention.
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On the one hand, I was deeply touched, for thou hadst sheared
off those fair tresses of thine with the shears of detachment
from this world and of self-sacrifice in the path of the Kingdom
of God. And on the other, I was greatly pleased, for that dearly-
beloved daughter hath evinced so great a spirit of self-sacrifice
as to offer up so precious a part of her body in the pathway of
the Cause of God.

Hadst thou sought my opinion, I would in no wise have con-
sented that thou shouldst shear off even a single thread of thy
comely and wavy locks; nay, I myself would have contributed
in thy name for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

This deed of thine is, however, an eloquent testimony to thy
noble spirit of self-sacrifice. Thou hast, verily, sacrificed thy
life and great will be the spiritual results thou shalt obtain.
Rest thou confident that day by day thou shalt progress and
wax greater in firmness and in constancy. The bounties of
Baha’u’llah shall compass thee about and the joyful tidings
from on high shall time and again be imparted unto thee. And
though it be thine hair that thou hast sacrificed, yet thou shalt
be filled with the Spirit, and though it be this perishable mem-
ber of thy body which thou hast laid down in the path of God,
yet thou shalt find the Divine Gift, shalt behold the Celestial
Beauty, obtain imperishable glory and attain unto everlasting
life.
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To: May Mazwell, in Montreal
Date: 1921-Aug-20

O thou who art attracted to the divine Beloved!

Thy letter was received. The contents indicated that thou hast
the utmost love towards Mr. and Mrs. James Kehler and dost
ask permission to come together and be honored with a visit
to the Holy Threshold. For thy sake I give permission.

Convey my respectful greetings to Mariam Haney and her
daughter, and extend my utmost kindness on my behalf to
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Julia Phillips Spring. Also convey my most glorious greetings
to John Schwartz, and deliver my respectful salutations to Ju-
lia Kaufman. And extend my utmost kindness on my behalf
to Dorothy Cooper. It is hoped through divine favors that
she will shine like a candle among the Indians of America and
illuminate the Indian world.

Extend my great respect to thy husband, Mr. Maxwell, and
cherish and kiss thy dear child on my behalf.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!

MAX.365x

ABO00615

To: Baha’is of Najafabad
Date: 1921-Aug-23

O ye blessed souls! The letter ye had written to Rahmatu’llah
hath been perused. Many and various were the joyful tidings
it conveyed, namely, that through the power of faith and con-
stancy in the Covenant, numerous gatherings have been con-
vened, and the loved ones are everywhere astir and active.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ardent desire hath ever been that the soil of
that hallowed spot, which in the earliest days of the Cause
hath been refreshed and made verdant with the spring showers
of grace, may so bloom and blossom as to fill every heart with

Joy.

Praised be the Lord, the Cause of God hath been proclaimed
and promoted throughout the East and the West in such wise
that no mind had ever conceived that the sweet savors of the
Lord would so rapidly perfume all regions. This, verily, is only
through the consummate bounties of the ever-blessed Beauty,
Whose grace and Whose triumphing power are time and again
abundantly received.

One of the wondrous events that has of late come to pass is
this, that the edifice of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is being raised in
the very heart of the American continent, and numerous souls
from the surrounding regions are contributing for the erection
of this holy Temple. Among these is a highly esteemed lady
of the city of Manchester, who hath been moved to offer her
share.
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Having no portion of goods and earthly riches, she sheared off
with her own hands the fine, long and precious tresses that
adorned her head so gracefully, and offered them for sale, that
the price thereof might promote the cause of the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar.

Consider ye, that though in the eyes of women nothing is more
precious than rich and flowing locks, yet notwithstanding this,
that highly honored lady hath evinced so rare and beautiful a
spirit of self-sacrifice.

And though this was uncalled for, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha would not
have consented to such a deed, yet as it doth reveal so high
and noble a spirit of devotion, He was deeply touched thereby.
Precious though the hair be in the sight of western women, nay,
more precious than life itself, yet she offered it up as a sacrifice
for the cause of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar!

It is related that once in the days of the Apostle of God He
signified His desire that an army should advance in a certain
direction, and leave was granted unto the faithful to raise con-
tributions for the holy war. Among many was one man who
gave a thousand camels, each laden with corn, another who
gave half his substance, and still another who offered all that
he had. But a woman stricken in years, whose sole possession
was a handful of dates, came to the Apostle and laid at His
feet her humble contribution. Thereupon the Prophet of God
may my life be offered up as a sacrifice unto Him bade that
this handful of dates be placed over and above all the contri-
butions that had been gathered, thus asserting the merit and
superiority thereof over all the rest. This was done because
that elderly woman had no other earthly possessions but these.

And in like manner this esteemed lady had nothing else to
contribute but her precious locks, and these she gloriously sac-
rificed in the cause of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

Ponder and reflect how mighty and potent hath the Cause of
God become! A woman of the west hath given her hair for the
glory of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

Nay, this is but a lesson unto them that perceive.

In conclusion I am greatly pleased with the loved ones in Najaf-
Abad for, from the very early dawn of the Cause unto this day
they have one and all under all conditions evinced a great spirit
of self-sacrifice.
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Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin hath throughout his lifetime prayed with
all the sincerity of his stainless soul on behalf of the believers
in Najaf-Abad and implored for them the grace of God and
His divine confirmation.

The Lord be praised that the prayers of this gracious soul have
been answered, for the effects thereof are everywhere manifest.
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To: Family of Haji Amih Khanum, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Aug-23

O branches, leaves and blossoms of that goodly tree! Praise
be to God that that cypress of the supreme paradise brought
forth blessed branches, leaves and fruits in this garden of par-
adise. She established a family all of whom are under the
shade of the favors of the Desired One, in the utmost firm-
ness and steadfastness. In the Qur’an it is said: “Like a grain
that produces seven ears, in every ear a hundred grains. And
God increases for whomever He wishes.” This family has be-
come a blessed lineage and under the tree of providence they
increase and multiply day by day. They are all connected to
the Sacred Threshold. Every family that becomes the recipi-
ent of divine providence receives wondrous blessings, spreads
throughout all regions of the earth, and each one takes pride
in the original tree and is known by that name. Praise be to
God, the seed that pure leaf scattered is sprouting day by day
and will spread throughout all horizons. Therefore thank God
for this great gift, in that He distinguished you with a favor
from His presence, singled you out with a gift from His side,
caused you to grow with a goodly growth, and made you signs
of His remembrance among the worlds.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s intention is to mention each member of that
spiritual family with most wonderful mention in his letters, but
he does not have a moment’s respite. Therefore he writes one
letter to all, but this has the significance of a book. How often a
detailed book has the significance of one word, and how often

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ab o O a3l Bl gop s
;jj}@}dJ@r;}ﬁdTe&%\
Sl 5yt ke renp BL nps Sl sk
Q#JLB\:}.B);:K{ng,ﬁ
O1F g3 Ay 5 St Lilg 55 3pake
W G flo o sl 25 sl
SNl o ela ol Caeliy )y sule 3l
Sl fo i (b 3 5 60§ Sobe Olesys
e s e okl s el ST G 5
§ dle p ais awdie Sags & gk
Sl g oS A A sl b et
Ao A A Owy Gy 0 ﬁg‘@)é
ol O 5 dules o ftomsy i3l S
Al b s,y OV S JF A A ST
e d\’;\cﬁﬁ PRI KPS TPITS
el aallods fo PN GAERREARTY =S
Lo Naas 5 ode oo Jiak S s
053 aq;n.,,,&,’up;—.g\,aw

AWl g
3K & el e 1y Ll
e 3 S8 Al |y gilos tdle O
b 3,10 s 3 Gaids dy e 53
B K5 ol ds >Jl<i=ﬂ4ﬁbu§i@§

23

14


http://www.bahai.org/r/951855849
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-291.html
https://www.bahai.org/r/443120276
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/627.pdf#page=34

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB03413

one word has the significance of infinite books and volumes.
Now I offer a prayer at the threshold of God concerning that
family, which is equivalent to a detailed book:

O my God, my God! Verily Your luminous maidservant, Your
divine handmaiden whom You named Haji Ammih - You made
her a verdant tree moistened by the outpourings of Your prov-
idence, fresh and flourishing through the rain of Your lordship.
She put forth graceful tender branches and was adorned with
wondrous delicate blossoms and leaves, and bore ripe spiritual
fruits and divine delicacies. O Lord! Clothe her with resplen-
dent lights from Your most glorious kingdom and cause her to
be stirred by the breezes of Your love in the radiant garden.
Make her fruitful with countless fruits, so that the rustling of
her leaves may delight the ears of those near to You and stir
the hearing of the sincere ones. O Lord! Make them signs of
guidance among the people and emblems of oneness in the land
of detachment. Verily You are the Helper, the Confirmer, the
Mighty, the Generous.
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To: Ruha Mahbubi, in Isfahan
Date: 1921-Aug-25

O grandchild of the martyr in the path of God! The love which
‘Abdu’l-Baha beareth for the survivors of the martyrs is to the
degree that the Concourse on high applaud it! These blessed
souls laid down their lives. To use the popular expression, “It
is no laughing matter.” They tasted the venom of the sword,
and made their mirror-like breasts the targets of a hundred
thousand arrows. How easy it is to say! Now consider them,
and consider those others who will not forego one iota of their
lusts and passions. Slaves are they of their carnal appetites,
and addicted to the pleasures and diversions of this dark and
narrow world. Wherefore is there an immeasurable difference
betwixt the twain.

2 ‘Abdu’l-Baha cherisheth the wish of perfuming his nostrils with
the fragrant dust of these luminous graves. This is my highest
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hope and my utmost aspiration. I beseech God to grant me
this honour, and to enable me to follow their example. May
my life be a sacrifice for them. May my heart be a sacrifice for
them.

I hope that, through the aid and preservation of the Lord of
creation, thou wilt be shielded and preserved, and strengthened
in thy services to His Holiness the Incomparable; and become
a source of glory to the Cause of God.

Do thou convey on my behalf kind remembrances and a fra-
grant greeting unto his honour Aga Mirza Husayn Aqga and
Hasan Aqa, and unto his honour Mirza Nusratu’llah. A letter
was written for the believing maidservant of God, Agha Bibi,
which is enclosed. Do thou deliver it.
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To: Kustner, Heinrich et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-Aug-26

O ye two birds of the Kingdom’s nest!

Praise be to God that through the love, kindness and medical
treatment of Mr. Gehring, Mr. Kostner obtained complete
healing and recovery, and because of this physical healing he
found spiritual healing. When Professor Kunz returned from
here, he was like one returning from a rose garden, going back
to Germany with hands full of flowers of truth and meaning.
The hope is that he will render outstanding services to the
world of the Kingdom.

And surely meeting Mr. and Mrs. Bosch will also cause
strengthening of spirit and attraction of your hearts. I beseech
God that all may become manifestations of divine favors, and
my hope is that that withered and dejected country may be
revived by the life-giving breeze of the love of God and find
new life.

Give my utmost kindness to your two dear children Fern and
Elise. You should be extremely grateful and pleased with Mr.
Herrigel, for he became the cause of your eternal life.
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And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.597

AB12590

To: Frieda Nothaft, in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-Aug-26

O thou dear handmaid of God! Praise be to God that divine
favors have encompassed thee and thou hast been guided to
the Greatest Guidance. Give thanks unto God that He hath
bestowed such a great bounty upon thee, delivered thee from
the darkness of the world of imitation, and guided thee to re-
ality, until thou became illumined, became spiritual, became
heavenly. The Baha’i school in Haifa has not yet been estab-
lished. Whenever it is established, surely thou wilt come and
teach in that school for some time.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.599

AB12399

To: Schwarz, Consul et al., in Munich
Date: 1921-Aug-27

To Karl Krieger, L. Bohler, Else Fussen and Weger in Mu-
nich, Germany: Your letter was received and its contents indi-
cated that you had gathered at Mrs. Butker’s home and were
engaged in discussions about the divine teachings, and were
grateful and delighted with the heavenly bounties. My hope
is that your gathering may become a divine assembly, and at
midnight when I offer prayers, I supplicate at the divine thresh-
old on your behalf so that the moments may be encompassed
by His all-embracing favor and you may become children of
God’s Kingdom and manifestations of the knowledge of God,
drink from the fountain of eternal life, and shine forth in the
assemblage of the world such that you may breathe the spirit
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of eternal life into their hearts. From God’s infinite favors, my
ultimate desire is that you may rise like brilliant stars from the
horizon of the Kingdom.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.595-596

AB12591

To: Pontner, Lina et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-Aug-27

O ye two lamps enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Your letter was received. You must be infinitely grateful and
pleased with Mr. Herrigel and Mr. and Mrs. Bosch, for they
breathed into you the spirit of life, and you must have heartfelt
attachment to Mr. Gehring, for he made you intoxicated with
the wine of the love of God.

Mrs. Lina Pontner met me in a true vision. What she saw
in her dream was reality itself. She must be very pleased and
happy so that this vision may be repeated.

Upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory!

BBBD.600

AB12211

To: Baha’is of Germany
Date: 1921-Aug-28

O sons of the Kingdom of God! In the country of Germany
there is great spiritual capacity. The souls are capable of re-
ceiving divine bounties and have the capacity to accept divine
teachings. Therefore, some souls are attracted to the unity of
the human world and are united and kind to all peoples and
communities. I hope they will be free from religious prejudices,
racial prejudices, natural prejudices, economic prejudices and
political prejudices. May they consider the human world as
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one family, possess seeing eyes and hearing ears. Therefore,
Abdul-Baha has an indescribable attachment to these souls,
and although that country is now withered and faded, my hope
is that the breeze of divine favor will blow and quicken all. In
any case, strive as much as you can to be in utmost love and
harmony with all the peoples of the world and all religions.
Since security has not yet been fully established in all coun-
tries, therefore some letters arrive and some do not. Thus we
have been compelled to establish a single intermediary, which
is that all the friends in Germany should send their letters
to Mr. Consul Schwarz and have them translated into En-
glish. He should send them to the Holy Land by registered
mail. Night and day I supplicate and implore the divine King-
dom and beg for you unlimited favors and bounties. I send
greetings and messages to all.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03286

To: Rahman son of Muhammad Isma’il the martyr et al., in Nayriz

Date: 1921-Sep-03

O remnants of the martyrs! The inmates of the Concourse
have always longed for the gift of martyrdom and the denizens
of the Abha Kingdom are intoxicated with this brimming cup.
The saints of Baha, may my life be a sacrifice to the dust of His
martyrs, gaze down eagerly from on high and whenever they
see patience and fortitude, strength and long suffering among
such as follow in their footsteps. They glorify them saying
proudly, ‘Praise be to God that although we left the world of
dust and flew to the kingdom of divinity those we left behind
are faithful and steadfast in the Cause of God. The world
of humanity is not bereft of this effulgence; the gathering of
humankind still shines with this light’.

Thanks be to God that thou hast not been shaken by this great
calamity and that thy feet have not slipped. Thanks be to God
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that thou art shining from the horizon of steadfastness like a
luminous star.

Doubt not but that the loving kindness of the Blessed Beauty
may my spirit be a sacrifice to His resting-place, is circling
round thee and hath encompassed thee on every side. Be glad
therefore and cheerful for the messengers of His providence and
grace yearn to attain thy presence and thou shalt assuredly be
the recipient of His manifest bestowals.
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To: Muhammad Abdu’llah Vakil, in Srinagar
Date: 1921-Sep-17

O thou who art attracted to the love of God! Thy letter which
was forwarded through Bombay was received....

> Thou didst write that a group in Kashmir had become devoted
to one of the claimants. But in the Qur’an it is said: “We
have sent down water from heaven, and the channels flow, each
according to its measure, and the flood beareth along a swelling
foam.” Then it continues: “As for the foam, it passeth away as
scum, while that which is useful to mankind remaineth in the

earth.” This means that when the flood rises, foam appears,

but the foam vanishes while that which is beneficial, namely
the water, remains. In other words, the Cause of God is like the
sea, and other souls are like the foam. The sea endures while
the foam perishes. As Rumi, the author of the Mathnavi, says:

“These false hawks have learned to imitate the cry of the white
falcon

Though the sand-grouse may learn the hoopoe’s call, Tell thou
the hoopoe’s secret and the message of the morning breeze”

In brief, no power can resist the waves of the Most Great Sea.

But you should deal gently with the Qadianis. Do not upset

them. Just say to them that you must consider the present,

not the past. Today the Cause of Baha’u’llah has encompassed
East and West and is spreading. Like the ocean it surges:
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i “In the city there is no commotion save the curl of the Beloved’s

tress

In all the world there is no tumult save the curve of the Friend’s
brow.”
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To: Zarqani, Mahmud et al.,
Date: 1921-Sep-18

in Bombay

O Beloved of God and faithful friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your
general letter was like sealed nectar, bestowing spiritual exhil-
aration and infinite joy, for it was a sign of faith and certitude
and proof of firmness in the Covenant. Blessed are you for
this great gift, glad tidings to you for this mighty guidance! I
beseech the Lord of hidden favors to keep you all safe and pro-
tected from every sorrow and grief in the shelter of the bounty
of the Incomparable One.

Now that the cup of wine is overflowing and the musk of myster-
ies is being scattered upon the world, make all nostrils fragrant
with musk and faces radiant with light. Today the melody
of East and West is “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” and the cry of the
leviathan of love is “Ya ‘Aliyyu’l-A’la.” Throughout all the
world this call is raised, and in all five continents the fame of
the Cause of God is the song of every wise one. The divine
teachings are spread abroad, the teachers victorious and tri-
umphant, tongues are like drawn swords, hearts are gladdened,
spirits are attracted, and the mighty ones of the nations are
like uprooted palm trees. The song of the horizons is the call
of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha and the cry of the lovers is the verses of
the beauty and perfection of the Luminary of the horizons.

Now is the time to arise with deeds and actions, to demolish
the foundation of heedlessness, lethargy and stagnation, and in
accordance with the teachings of the Blessed Beauty to become
signs of guidance in conduct and behavior, to promote the
religion of God with eloquent and fluent speech, to show fidelity
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to the Blessed Beauty, to drink the cup of purity, to become
intoxicated with the wine of love, to spread your wings and
soar in this infinite height.

1 If you knew how precious you are to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, surely your
cup would overflow, you would become enthused, spread fra-
grance like musk, be moved with joy, and with one voice raise
a clamor in all regions and with one melody raise jubilation
for the dawning of the Day-Star of the splendor of the Most
Glorious Beauty. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

O my God, my God! These are servants who have rent asun-
der the veils, torn away the coverings, destroyed the temples of
doubts, become free of allusions, and are attracted by the glad
tidings. They have abandoned the crooked path and walked
the straight path, inhaled the fragrance of the garden of par-
adise, their eyes were gladdened by witnessing the manifest
light, and their hearts overflowed with great joy in this glo-
rious century and noble age. O Lord! Assist them with the
hosts of the Supreme Concourse, strengthen their loins with
the armies of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, illumine their eyes
by witnessing the signs of Thy power in earth and heaven, pu-
rify their inner secrets with Thy great gift, and illumine their
consciences with a ray shining from Thy Most Glorious Hori-
zon. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Exalted, the Powerful,
the Omnipotent, and verily, Thou art the Merciful, the Com-
passionate.
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O revered personage, lover of truth! Thy letter dated 28 July
1921 hath been received. The contents thereof were most pleas-
ing and indicated that, praised be the Lord, thou art as yet
young, and searchest after truth, that thy power of thought is
strong and the discoveries of thy mind manifest.

§ 1 bl cih Ophe piz et
ol sy 55 25 1AV SV YA
ﬂ%\{:jjl‘}:hj&béf
450 15 Qg cii ¢4 5 dler S5

Aoy e OLLIST) 5 ol il

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 31

ot

arN


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-295.html

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00020

Numerous copies of the epistle I had written to Dr. F. are
spread far and wide and every one knoweth that it hath been
revealed in the year 1910. Apart from this, numerous epistles
have been written before the war upon the same theme, and
reference, too, hath been made to these questions in the Jour-
nal of the San Francisco University, the date whereof is known
beyond any doubt. In like manner have the philosophers of
broad vision praised highly the discourse eloquently delivered
in the above-named University. A copy of that paper is thus
enclosed and forwarded. Thy works are no doubt of great ben-
efit, and if published, send us a copy of each.

By materialists, whose belief with regard to Divinity hath been
explained, is not meant philosophers in general, but rather that
group of materialists of narrow vision who worship that which
is sensed, who depend upon the five senses only, and whose
criterion of knowledge is limited to that which can be perceived
by the senses. All that can be sensed is to them real, whilst
whatever falleth not under the power of the senses is either
unreal or doubtful. The existence of the Deity they regard as
wholly doubtful.

It is as thou hast written, not philosophers in general but
narrow-minded materialists that are meant. As to deistic
philosophers, such as Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, they are
indeed worthy of esteem and of the highest praise, for they
have rendered distinguished services to mankind. In like
manner we regard the materialistic, accomplished, moderate
philosophers, who have been of service (to mankind).

We regard knowledge and wisdom as the foundation of the
progress of mankind, and extol philosophers who are endowed
with broad vision. Peruse carefully the San Francisco Univer-
sity Journal that the truth may be revealed to thee.

Now concerning mental faculties, they are in truth of the inher-
ent properties of the soul, even as the radiation of light is the
essential property of the sun. The rays of the sun are renewed
but the sun itself is ever the same and unchanged. Consider
how the human intellect develops and weakens, and may at
times come to naught, whereas the soul changeth not. For the
mind to manifest itself, the human body must be whole; and a
sound mind cannot be but in a sound body, whereas the soul
dependeth not upon the body. It is through the power of the
soul that the mind comprehendeth, imagineth and exerteth its
influence, whilst the soul is a power that is free. The mind
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comprehendeth the abstract by the aid of the concrete, but
the soul hath limitless manifestations of its own. The mind is
circumscribed, the soul limitless. It is by the aid of such senses
as those of sight, hearing, taste, smell and touch, that the mind
comprehendeth, whereas the soul is free from all agencies. The
soul as thou observest, whether it be in sleep or waking, is in
motion and ever active. Possibly it may, whilst in a dream,
unravel an intricate problem, incapable of solution in the wak-
ing state. The mind, moreover, understandeth not whilst the
senses have ceased to function, and in the embryonic stage and
in early infancy the reasoning power is totally absent, whereas
the soul is ever endowed with full strength. In short, the proofs
are many that go to show that despite the loss of reason, the
power of the soul would still continue to exist. The spirit how-
ever possesseth various grades and stations.

As to the existence of spirit in the mineral: it is indubitable
that minerals are endowed with a spirit and life according to
the requirements of that stage. This unknown secret, too, hath
become known unto the materialists who now maintain that all
beings are endowed with life, even as He saith in the Qur’an,
‘All things are living’.

In the vegetable world, too, there is the power of growth, and
that power of growth is the spirit. In the animal world there
is the sense of feeling, but in the human world there is an
all-embracing power. In all the preceding stages the power
of reason is absent, but the soul existeth and revealeth itself.
The sense of feeling understandeth not the soul, whereas the
reasoning power of the mind proveth the existence thereof.

In like manner the mind proveth the existence of an unseen
Reality that embraceth all beings, and that existeth and re-
vealeth itself in all stages, the essence whereof is beyond the
grasp of the mind. Thus the mineral world understandeth nei-
ther the nature nor the perfections of the vegetable world; the
vegetable world understandeth not the nature of the animal
world, neither the animal world the nature of the reality of
man that discovereth and embraceth all things.

The animal is the captive of nature and cannot transgress the
rules and laws thereof. In man, however, there is a discovering
power that transcendeth the world of nature and controlleth
and interfereth with the laws thereof. For instance, all miner-
als, plants and animals are captives of nature. The sun itself
with all its majesty is so subservient to nature that it hath
no will of its own and cannot deviate a hair’s-breadth from
the laws thereof. In like manner all other beings, whether of
the mineral, the vegetable or the animal world, cannot deviate
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from the laws of nature, nay, all are the slaves thereof. Man,
however, though in body the captive of nature is yet free in his
mind and soul, and hath the mastery over nature.

Consider: according to the law of nature man liveth, moveth
and hath his being on earth, yet his soul and mind interfere
with the laws thereof, and even as the bird he flieth in the
air, saileth speedily upon the seas and as the fish soundeth
the deep and discovereth the things therein. Verily this is a
grievous defeat inflicted upon the laws of nature.

2 So is the power of electrical energy: this unruly violent force

that cleaveth mountains is yet imprisoned by man within a
globe! This is manifestly interfering with the laws of nature.
Likewise man discovereth those hidden secrets of nature that
in conformity with the laws thereof must remain concealed,
and transfereth them from the invisible plane to the visible.
This, too, is interfering with the law of nature. In the same
manner he discovereth the inherent properties of things that
are the secrets of nature. Also he bringeth to light the past
events that have been lost to memory, and foreseeth by his
power of induction future happenings that are as yet unknown.
Furthermore, communication and discovery are limited by the
laws of nature to short distances, whereas man, through that
inner power of his that discovereth the reality of all things,
connecteth the East with the West. This, too, is interfering
with the laws of nature. Similarly, according to the law of na-
ture all shadows are fleeting, whereas man fixeth them upon
the plate, and this, too, is interference with a law of nature.
Ponder and reflect: all sciences, arts, crafts, inventions and
discoveries, have been once the secrets of nature and in con-
formity with the laws thereof must remain hidden; yet man
through his discovering power interfereth with the laws of na-
ture and transfereth these hidden secrets from the invisible to
the visible plane. This again is interfering with the laws of
nature.

In fine, that inner faculty in man, unseen of the eye, wresteth
the sword from the hands of nature, and giveth it a grievous
blow. All other beings, however great, are bereft of such per-
fections. Man hath the powers of will and understanding, but
nature hath them not. Nature is constrained, man is free. Na-
ture is bereft of understanding, man understandeth. Nature
is unaware of past events, but man is aware of them. Nature

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B Sk asls ) SKoes Ol
s Ol Ly il gl 8 8 il

iy ) Sy Cab el e

G by o130

oo Ol cak $2 8 e Sl
058 0Ll ey =y bl caSls ST
Slan e ooy asiwe b a1y Cand
s)'\::» & JKQL'J; Q\an&aazj'ug:‘
SBLIST) 5 sy Ly w8 55 (2l O 3
w\}d\l)\ﬁl&@-@a‘JW“iﬁ
Sl Sl
52 25 f03 U BLS S0B a5
drloy 53 1y o o OLA) 6ae 1y 0,87 &
5 Sl Caagh 056 G2 ) 5 el i
MS&XW‘M}'&»J\;«‘M
|y G &4,,&,,)@\0\01,”:\,\,&&;,\&
>),L»;}w4n4w;«>)‘ﬁ—"uu’-“§
o 5 Sl Caans 056 “J""‘}GJ\
1y 3 Ol ol a1l 31 6L ol
e 8 e wlds cim 5 Al u28
e (228 0Ll Sy 0l 55200 Caands
xS IVl oLl |y 4z G\S; e
;@Q@eb)ijﬂmdbj-&w
et Canb O5la 4 5 o l2 , Cl
O oLl &1 db 5 ol 4 3 Sble o
dﬁ)\wb\dbwggaw 0)9
Canb 056 G2 36 o w042 O
Cod Jly s Canpl 050 (e 5 o)
a\;@gh&\,sdhﬁ\bﬂtﬂd‘d}
@{J;u;,s;cﬂ\c,axbdjﬁdf;
obleis) y olel sl Ct«oj Osd 5 r)‘
b Gl O5lE 5 3y G 51l ) E
056 3~ il u,muU\ Gy Ao e
w},)\\ﬂ,g,,\ﬂ\d\,ujm
ol Cnbe 08 32 1) 5 03,51 358 32

ek e & O 24 gime 208 O 40D
G G 5 5,80 Cands s 3, &
S abie Sl sl SBET e e
)}*ﬁ: 9 OJ\)\ "o}; LJL.A‘ ers'- QYK ur_‘"
o3t L py,2 O3 Gl (S5 5 g0
)C,«ﬂ\)ﬁid%lﬁ))l.&du‘)w\
3% 4wl Sl ) Cacb 2l 0L

34

11



16

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00020

forecasteth not the future; man by his discerning power seeth
that which is to come. Nature hath no consciousness of itself,
man knoweth about all things.

Should any one suppose that man is but a part of the world
of nature, and he being endowed with these perfections, these
being but manifestations of the world of nature, and thus na-
ture is the originator of these perfections and is not deprived
therefrom, to him we make reply and say: the part dependeth
upon the whole; the part cannot possess perfections whereof
the whole is deprived.

By nature is meant those inherent properties and necessary re-
lations derived from the realities of things. And these realities
of things, though in the utmost diversity, are yet intimately
connected one with the other. For these diverse realities an
all-unifying agency is needed that shall link them all one to
the other. For instance, the various organs and members, the
parts and elements, that constitute the body of man, though
at variance, are yet all connected one with the other by that
all-unifying agency known as the human soul, that causeth
them to function in perfect harmony and with absolute regu-
larity, thus making the continuation of life possible. The hu-
man body, however, is utterly unconscious of that all-unifying
agency, and yet acteth with regularity and dischargeth its func-
tions according to its will.

Now concerning philosophers, they are of two schools. Thus
Socrates the wise believed in the unity of God and the exis-
tence of the soul after death; as his opinion was contrary to
that of the narrow-minded people of his time, that divine sage
was poisoned by them. All divine philosophers and men of
wisdom and understanding, when observing these endless be-
ings, have considered that in this great and infinite universe
all things end in the mineral kingdom, that the outcome of
the mineral kingdom is the vegetable kingdom, the outcome of
the vegetable kingdom is the animal kingdom and the outcome
of the animal kingdom the world of man. The consummation
of this limitless universe with all its grandeur and glory hath
been man himself, who in this world of being toileth and suf-
fereth for a time, with divers ills and pains, and ultimately
disintegrates, leaving no trace and no fruit after him. Were
it so, there is no doubt that this infinite universe with all its
perfections has ended in sham and delusion with no result, no
fruit, no permanence and no effect. It would be utterly without
meaning. They were thus convinced that such is not the case,
that this Great Workshop with all its power, its bewildering
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magnificence and endless perfections, cannot eventually come
to naught. That still another life should exist is thus certain,
and, just as the vegetable kingdom is unaware of the world
of man, so we, too, know not of the Great Life hereafter that
followeth the life of man here below. Our non-comprehension
of that life, however, is no proof of its non-existence. The min-
eral world, for instance, is utterly unaware of the world of man
and cannot comprehend it, but the ignorance of a thing is no
proof of its non-existence. Numerous and conclusive proofs ex-
ist that go to show that this infinite world cannot end with
this human life.

Now concerning the Essence of Divinity: in truth it is on no
account determined by anything apart from its own nature,
and can in no wise be comprehended. For whatsoever can be
conceived by man is a reality that hath limitations and is not
unlimited; it is circumscribed, not all-embracing. It can be
comprehended by man, and is controlled by him. Similarly it
is certain that all human conceptions are contingent, not ab-
solute; that they have a mental existence, not a material one.
Moreover, differentiation of stages in the contingent world is an
obstacle to understanding. How then can the contingent con-
ceive the Reality of the absolute? As previously mentioned,
differentiation of stages in the contingent plane is an obstacle
to understanding. Minerals, plants and animals are bereft of
the mental faculties of man that discover the realities of all
things, but man himself comprehendeth all the stages beneath
him. Every superior stage comprehendeth that which is infe-
rior and discovereth the reality thereof, but the inferior one is
unaware of that which is superior and cannot comprehend it.
Thus man cannot grasp the Essence of Divinity, but can, by
his reasoning power, by observation, by his intuitive faculties
and the revealing power of his faith, believe in God, discover
the bounties of His Grace. He becometh certain that though
the Divine Essence is unseen of the eye, and the existence of
the Deity is intangible, yet conclusive spiritual proofs assert
the existence of that unseen Reality. The Divine Essence as
it is in itself is however beyond all description. For instance,
the nature of ether is unknown, but that it existeth is certain
by the effects it produceth, heat, light and electricity being
the waves thereof. By these waves the existence of ether is
thus proven. And as we consider the outpourings of Divine
Grace we are assured of the existence of God. For instance, we
observe that the existence of beings is conditioned upon the
coming together of various elements and their non-existence
upon the decomposition of their constituent elements. For de-
composition causeth the dissociation of the various elements.
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Thus, as we observe the coming together of elements giveth
rise to the existence of beings, and knowing that beings are
infinite, they being the effect, how can the Cause be finite?

Now, formation is of three kinds and of three kinds only: acci-
dental, necessary and voluntary. The coming together of the
various constituent elements of beings cannot be accidental,
for unto every effect there must be a cause. It cannot be com-
pulsory, for then the formation must be an inherent property
of the constituent parts and the inherent property of a thing
can in no wise be dissociated from it, such as light that is the
revealer of things, heat that causeth the expansion of elements
and the solar rays which are the essential property of the sun.
Thus under such circumstances the decomposition of any for-
mation is impossible, for the inherent properties of a thing can-
not be separated from it. The third formation remaineth and
that is the voluntary one, that is, an unseen force described as
the Ancient Power, causeth these elements to come together,
every formation giving rise to a distinct being.

As to the attributes and perfections such as will, knowledge,
power and other ancient attributes that we ascribe to that Di-
vine Reality, these are the signs that reflect the existence of be-
ings in the visible plane and not the absolute perfections of the
Divine Essence that cannot be comprehended. For instance, as
we consider created things we observe infinite perfections, and
the created things being in the utmost regularity and perfec-
tion we infer that the Ancient Power on whom dependeth the
existence of these beings, cannot be ignorant; thus we say He
is All-Knowing. It is certain that it is not impotent, it must be
then All-Powerful; it is not poor, it must be All-Possessing; it
is not non-existent, it must be Ever-Living. The purpose is to
show that these attributes and perfections that we recount for
that Universal Reality are only in order to deny imperfections,
rather than to assert the perfections that the human mind can
conceive. Thus we say His attributes are unknowable.

In fine, that Universal Reality with all its qualities and at-
tributes that we recount is holy and exalted above all minds
and understandings. As we, however, reflect with broad minds
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upon this infinite universe, we observe that motion without a
motive force, and an effect without a cause are both impossi-
ble; that every being hath come to exist under numerous influ-
ences and continually undergoeth reaction. These influences,
too, are formed under the action of still other influences. For
instance, plants grow and flourish through the outpourings of
vernal showers, whilst the cloud itself is formed under various
other agencies and these agencies in their turn are reacted upon
by still other agencies. For example, plants and animals grow
and develop under the influence of what the philosophers of our
day designate as hydrogen and oxygen and are reacted upon by
the effects of these two elements; and these in turn are formed
under still other influences. The same can be said of other
beings whether they affect other things or be affected. Such
process of causation goes on, and to maintain that this process
goes on indefinitely is manifestly absurd. Thus such a chain
of causation must of necessity lead eventually to Him who is
the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, who is Self-Dependent and
the Ultimate Cause. This Universal Reality cannot be sensed,
it cannot be seen. It must be so of necessity, for it is All-
Embracing, not circumscribed, and such attributes qualify the
effect and not the cause.

And as we reflect, we observe that man is like unto a tiny
organism contained within a fruit; this fruit hath developed out
of the blossom, the blossom hath grown out of the tree, the tree
is sustained by the sap, and the sap formed out of earth and
water. How then can this tiny organism comprehend the nature
of the garden, conceive of the gardener and comprehend his
being? That is manifestly impossible. Should that organism
understand and reflect, it would observe that this garden, this
tree, this blossom, this fruit would in no wise have come to
exist by themselves in such order and perfection. Similarly
the wise and reflecting soul will know of a certainty that this
infinite universe with all its grandeur and perfect order could
not have come to exist by itself.

2 Similarly in the world of being there exist forces unseen of

the eye, such as the force of ether previously mentioned, that
cannot be sensed, that cannot be seen. However, from the
effects it produceth, that is from its waves and vibrations, light,
heat, electricity appear and are made evident. In like manner
is the power of growth, of feeling, of understanding, of thought,
of memory, of imagination and of discernment; all these inner
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faculties are unseen of the eye and cannot be sensed, yet all
are evident by the effects they produce.

Now as to the infinite Power that knoweth no limitations; lim-
itation itself proveth the existence of the unlimited, for the
limited is known through the unlimited, just as weakness it-
self proveth the existence of power, ignorance the existence of
knowledge, poverty the existence of wealth. Without wealth
there would be no poverty, without knowledge no ignorance,
without light no darkness. Darkness itself is a proof of the
existence of light for darkness is the absence of light.

Now concerning nature, it is but the essential properties and
the necessary relations inherent in the realities of things. And
though these infinite realities are diverse in their character yet
they are in the utmost harmony and closely connected together.
As one’s vision is broadened and the matter observed carefully,
it will be made certain that every reality is but an essential req-
uisite of other realities. Thus to connect and harmonize these
diverse and infinite realities an all-unifying Power is necessary,
that every part of existent being may in perfect order discharge
its own function. Consider the body of man, and let the part
be an indication of the whole. Consider how these diverse
parts and members of the human body are closely connected
and harmoniously united one with the other. Every part is
the essential requisite of all other parts and has a function by
itself. It is the mind that is the all-unifying agency that so
uniteth all the component parts one with the other that each
dischargeth its specific function in perfect order, and thereby
co-operation and reaction are made possible. All parts function
under certain laws that are essential to existence. Should that
all-unifying agency that directeth all these parts be harmed
in any way there is no doubt that the constituent parts and
members will cease functioning properly; and though that all-
unifying agency in the temple of man be not sensed or seen and
the reality thereof be unknown, yet by its effects it manifesteth
itself with the greatest power.

Thus it hath been proven and made evident that these infinite
beings in this wondrous universe will discharge their functions
properly only when directed and controlled by that Universal
Reality, so that order may be established in the world. For
example, interaction and co-operation between the constituent
parts of the human body are evident and indisputable, yet this
does not suffice; an all-unifying agency is necessary that shall

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

by st £ 5 O £ § & gon (513
)&w\,g\,,\:

;,g-;jk},lasj.);w.&so;).&ﬂé%}b\,
}ju\édru'v 4\:.” Aj.\é \JJ g_,.w\ .:)-\4‘;\'0
sers g Mo E et Kl spdpe bz
uw)g\ﬁjﬁjjdﬁh‘}gz-wmjw)-\é
By J;Hétbf‘tbiﬁjxd-)b,ﬁ
s o5 3 2s 6 Jer 2 e 51 oy
\JJ@\)}J&JQ&\LU@J}:JJ‘?&

4,2 Llsy 5 ool 5 Ol S U
O sl L2l pli ) Caie & Cl
Sl ol 5 i o aaline 8 3l
s bloh sl s M e s e O
b da=Se Ziay (£ W:‘)ﬁidﬁ
Slotass o ol 3 GEs 305 Gk
gl o) Sy bloy) La el sl
263N Gamle Cgr ) (Plnel tadkz
quv b J}>- 4.4.\.19) ULK Lg“/"‘)‘ dj"
J\);AL}WULA‘)JWJ:LCL@‘VL\
)454?5%542}%3@\@‘4&:;
o319 3 Qo Ml KA B3 Ll
5)‘34&2—:—“&;@}) &ﬂlﬁ\;u ;di)}f.a
ﬂ-&:b@“‘-w“}bf)“w%&«#dj
(WS s taily § dade bl Ol
ol Jols 5 Aol 5 Oyl 5 dlass L
K@\@\}Qﬁ;:@ﬁ,ff}nin
NUPNRIERS J SO PR SIEE
dole o 5 ol o) e §
O Llize sl 5 slael § G acd 542
O o a5 dile py 2 o Ll Sla
Wé,)gﬂy&dhd\ﬁn * dnal o;s
J&JLY\ S ‘J{J &J)@ﬁ'- AV
ﬁbﬁw O
Floab SUE ol § a2 2 5 b
saaby slal s &Jawlaﬁdb Olg 4o
s jlal o 45 & ..\:;f By 69) u"f
.,\»L rl.hﬂ\ dl.@>- o 5 -L.wla L}“'K
‘&.{ﬂd\f\wd)l:u)u\pbu;dcuw

LL‘ L;j u—wy‘)&\ J:b) JW ol S
3,0 p"}/ Ganels Cgr £ 2K e S

39

ot



[\]
-~

29

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00020

direct and control the component parts, so that these through
interaction and co-operation may discharge in perfect order
their necessary and respective functions.

You are well aware, praised be the Lord, that both interaction
and co-operation are evident and proven amongst all beings,
whether large or small. In the case of large bodies interaction
is as manifest as the sun, whilst in the case of small bodies,
though interaction be unknown, yet the part is an indication
of the whole. All these interactions therefore are connected
with that all-embracing power which is their pivot, their centre,
their source and their motive power.

For instance, as we have observed, co-operation among the con-
stituent parts of the human body is clearly established, and
these parts and members render services unto all the compo-
nent parts of the body. For instance, the hand, the foot, the
eye, the ear, the mind, the imagination all help the various
parts and members of the human body, but all these inter-
actions are linked by an unseen, all-embracing power, that
causeth these interactions to be produced with perfect regu-
larity. This is the inner faculty of man, that is his spirit and
his mind, both of which are invisible.

In like manner consider machinery and workshops and the in-
teraction existing among the various component parts and sec-
tions, and how connected they are one with the other. All
these relations and interactions, however, are connected with
a central power which is their motive force, their pivot and
their source. This central power is either the power of steam
or the skill of the mastermind.

It hath therefore been made evident and proved that interac-
tion, co-operation and interrelation amongst beings are under
the direction and will of a motive Power which is the origin, the
motive force and the pivot of all interactions in the universe.

Likewise every arrangement and formation that is not perfect
in its order we designate as accidental, and that which is or-
derly, regular, perfect in its relations and every part of which
is in its proper place and is the essential requisite of the other
constituent parts, this we call a composition formed through
will and knowledge. There is no doubt that these infinite be-
ings and the association of these diverse elements arranged in
countless forms must have proceeded from a Reality that could
in no wise be bereft of will or understanding. This is clear and
proven to the mind and no one can deny it. It is not meant,
however, that that Universal Reality or the attributes thereof
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have been comprehended. Neither its Essence nor its true at-
tributes hath any one comprehended. We maintain, however,
that these infinite beings, these necessary relations, this perfect
arrangement must of necessity have proceeded from a source
that is not bereft of will and understanding, and this infinite
composition cast into infinite forms must have been caused by
an all-embracing Wisdom. This none can dispute save he that
is obstinate and stubborn, and denieth the clear and unmistak-
able evidence, and becometh the object of the blessed Verse:
‘They are deaf, they are dumb, they are blind and shall return
no more’.

Now regarding the question whether the faculties of the mind
and the human soul are one and the same. These faculties are
but the inherent properties of the soul, such as the power of
imagination, of thought, of understanding; powers that are the
essential requisites of the reality of man, even as the solar ray
is the inherent property of the sun. The temple of man is like
unto a mirror, his soul is as the sun, and his mental faculties
even as the rays that emanate from that source of light. The
ray may cease to fall upon the mirror, but it can in no wise be
dissociated from the sun.

In short, the point is this, that the world of man is supernatu-
ral in its relation to the vegetable kingdom, though in reality
it is not so. Relatively to the plant, the reality of man, his
power of hearing and sight, are all supernatural, and for the
plant to comprehend that reality and the nature of the powers
of man’s mind is impossible. In like manner for man to compre-
hend the Divine Essence and the nature of the great Hereafter
is in no wise possible. The merciful outpourings of that Divine
Essence, however, are vouchsafed unto all beings and it is in-
cumbent upon man to ponder in his heart upon the effusions of
the Divine Grace, the soul being counted as one, rather than
upon the Divine Essence itself. This is the utmost limit for
human understanding. As it hath previously been mentioned,
these attributes and perfections that we recount of the Divine
Essence, these we have derived from the existence and obser-
vation of beings, and it is not that we have comprehended the
essence and perfection of God. When we say that the Divine
Essence understandeth and is free, we do not mean that we
have discovered the Divine Will and Purpose, but rather that
we have acquired knowledge of them through the Divine Grace
revealed and manifested in the realities of things.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

MJK}\&\DM\&}AJ@‘)J}PJ}
Ly ik s O 8 s O 2 paie L

Sl & f\n}: St b1y o) Slaw b

Syl Sar 1y 5l i Slis 6
5 aslzl SlE ) f;,{,,, ds mloss?
Sy e b S5 ol s as e Ll
w)}aw)a;b\(\ 86§ slo (gydas
JML;L...L),QKL;LJL S5
&bwd\w\%{v&jwo.\,ﬂ
}JDQ;}SMS/»MJ&Y\
§o 5 2 ST 242y Glan SIS

s o s F et
LS

&JU‘C))J‘\:&P@}&:‘W\;U
Al s s 51 i gl5 o
$ode co 5 oo 20 i 5 dsis 03
plad Joo cudldl S atlas 5 S
duxfw,wu\ odlas 5 & bl
Wd\y}uu\.\.ubcj))w‘u\.’w‘w
Spld s ctlil Ol s 51 8 plad sl

Sl Sl b6 5 555 dlaiie ALt &

8 ST oI las L

aedll QUL Qe & i) spaie ol
aad|3 3 Col anddl ol Ol (ll,u
uﬂ»b—ut.\; wbdjww\ ¢ly5be
Sl an ) slsle s e ey Gl
At ojs V.:Ab:) Ol cag> STysl
O o g Sl i O é\.c <y
Chi 5 ol S STl b sl
Le\wjt'::of;\.wo\?‘w
U ol ey i Sl
Ao e & o) Sl 53 a4k Ol 5 ol
u.a..b-);m.\auuw) "W\C})
Cesledl Ll 8 P R B s G |
GYE 5 Sloyl of a8ty 3l el
il gaten Sl Chi gl ) S
& (‘:‘“f ol O 558 4 sy )
8 glossy abl OVE 5 cids o &
Sl Sl 5 S o) S (5:<-"
oS 1y coadl kel g syl § ] @

41

31

32



Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00020

Now concerning our social principles, namely the teachings of
His Holiness Baha'u’llah spread far and wide fifty years ago,
they verily comprehend all other teachings. It is clear and ev-
ident that without these teachings progress and advancement
for mankind are in no wise possible. Every community in the
world findeth in these Divine Teachings the realization of its
highest aspirations. These teachings are even as the tree that
beareth the best fruits of all trees. Philosophers, for instance,
find in these heavenly teachings the most perfect solution of
their social problems, and similarly a true and noble exposi-
tion of matters that pertain to philosophical questions. In like
manner men of faith behold the reality of religion manifestly
revealed in these heavenly teachings, and clearly and conclu-
sively prove them to be the real and true remedy for the ills
and infirmities of all mankind. Should these sublime teachings
be diffused, mankind shall be freed from all perils, from all
chronic ills and sicknesses. In like manner are the Baha'i eco-
nomic principles the embodiment of the highest aspirations of
all wage-earning classes and of economists of various schools.

In short, all sections and parties have their aspirations real-
ized in the teachings of Baha'u’llah. As these teachings are
declared in churches, in mosques and in other places of wor-
ship, whether those of the followers of Buddha or of Confucius,
in political circles or amongst materialists, all shall bear wit-
ness that these teachings bestow a fresh life upon mankind and
constitute the immediate remedy for all the ills of social life.
None can find fault with any of these teachings, nay rather,
once declared they will all be acclaimed, and all will confess
their vital necessity, exclaiming, ‘Verily this is the truth and
naught is there beside the truth but manifest error.

In conclusion, these few words are written, and unto everyone
they will be a clear and conclusive evidence of the truth. Pon-
der them in thine heart. The will of every sovereign prevaileth
during his reign, the will of every philosopher findeth expres-
sion in a handful of disciples during his lifetime, but the Power
of the Holy Spirit shineth radiantly in the realities of the Mes-
sengers of God, and strengtheneth Their will in such wise as
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to influence a great nation for thousands of years and to regen- 5 Bbb ke el K s e Oyl s

erate the human soul and revive mankind. Consider how great
is this power! It is an extraordinary Power, an all-sufficient
proof of the truth of the mission of the Prophets of God, and
a conclusive evidence of the power of Divine Inspiration.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.
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To: Muhammad Taqi Isfahani, in Eqypt
Date: 1921-Sep-26

O faithful friend! for some time there has been a delay in
writing, and this was wisdom from the All-Powerful Lord. Now
that I have begun writing, this is the first letter I am writing.
Today after noon I began writing. Praise be to God, from all
directions news of the spread of the Faith arrives continuously.

“Illumine the East, perfume the West,

Give light unto the Slav, and the Bulgar with life invest.”

This verse, which emerged thirty years ago after the Ascen-
sion from the talent of this center of humility and supplication,
has been entirely fulfilled, and it is hoped that each day the
radiance of the light will increasingly illumine the horizons.
Therefore we who are servants of this Threshold must become
leaders of the righteous ones and with complete power and lofty
resolve arise to serve the Threshold of the Divine Unity. Let us
find detachment and demonstrate eloquence and become free
from this foundationless world. Let us adopt the way of the
devoted ones and seek nurture from the breeze of grace. That
faithful friend is truly self-sacrificing and detached from name
and fame. He treads the path of evanescence and seeks the
good-pleasure of Baha'u’llah.
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Would that ‘Abdu’l-Baha could also achieve this so that servi-
tude to the Threshold would be realized. Until now nothing
but shortcoming has appeared from me, but God willing, hence-
forth through divine confirmation a sacrificial movement will
be made. Convey to all the friends the longing of this exile
of separation. Deliver the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious
greetings. Haji Husayn Yazdi who is in the Abu ‘Ali quarter
has in recent times become awakened and was thinking of mak-
ing amends for the past, but this person is somewhat stubborn.
One should not pursue him but should show love and kindness
and never make any hint or allusion to him. Now if he shows
signs of life, deliver to him this enclosed letter. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Anise B Rideout, in Boston
Date: 1921-Sep-26

O thou dear maidservant of God!

The program of the Naw-Ruz festival was received and caused
utmost joy. Praise be to God that white and colored, like unto
the face and the hair of the Beloved of the Worlds, gathered to-
gether in utmost love and joy; and Mr. Alfred Lunt unloosened
his tongue in eloquent speech. This blessed soul is really con-
firmed. It is my hope that thou, he and thy spiritual mother
Miss Wilson may pass your days in utmost joy and happiness
singing the melodies of the Kingdom of Abha.

Upon thee and upon them be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious.

BLO__ PT#028b
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-03

O God, my God! Thou beholdest Thy servants who are sin- (gl C.%- el Sle O s B A
cere towards all humé}mty, even their enemies, .and who, with }j;b i 2l u{ Oyt s NIANT L;>
pure hearts and sanctified breasts, serve the entire human race. Lr:" ) el G Iy 6 ;:,: .
They are in grave danger from the darts and arrows that rain f v f{zi B o . J
down upon them and from the pointed spears and unsheathed 3 s 231 j;)‘i;u Jul L_,;:l\
swords that are drawn against them. O my Lord! They have 3L & Oesllae rr" < Al oyl
fallen victim to oppression at the hands of the enemies, and are O 55K Ol el N ) AN
sore tried within the Cla\{vs of the ravening wolves and ferocious ‘SJL Y, Ll» V"L ol ;T,M%Y\ o ole
dogs from among the evil-doers. They have no refuge or haven L ) v
except Thine unfailing protection. Keep them safe, O Lord, < e ) 8! &L‘* Spe Yl
with the watchful eye of Thy loving-kindness under the shelter- rwr‘ 5 S, S b 3 Sale
ing shadow of Thy care, and guard them within the stronghold o Oy Koy ) e Saly O &
of Thy tender mercy against the wicked ones amongst Thy peo- - . N Ll ('“L s il N[ ﬂb ("‘L
ple. O God! They have none to help them but Thee, and no

one to protect them except Thee. O Lord! Grant that all [ @l ‘Lf“'\"‘) LU o{ J'\’ <2
tribulations be the lot of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and make me a target uwlé-‘ Sole Liis) (-W\ f o (‘lr*“
for the shafts of the peoples of the world. Shield Thy sincere 6> L,‘}!\ rr.rj sl ga! (UJ\ P
servants from the mischief of the evil plotters, and make me

a sacrifice for all Thy loved ones, so that my heart may find :t:‘d ﬁpi}‘ "sb‘ f;k;}j;_:\y éij\
peace, my soul may be assured, and mine eyes may be solaced 2l = O
upon the field of a most glorious martyrdom. Thou art, verily,
the Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Most Exalted.

O loved ones of God! Ye must be calm and composed. LB, 0, ;lc Al st 2
BRL_ ATE#060 INBA16:238, BRL_DAK#0081,
MJIMJ1.027, MMG2#346 p.385, MJH.071

I dreamed a dream and behold, the Blessed Beauty
(Baha'u’llah) came and said to Me: ‘Destroy this room.

GPB.310x, PAB.003
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To: Bihmardi, Khudamurad et al.
Date: 1921-Oct-03

O two true friends! Your letter was received. Praise be to God
that it was evidence of truthfulness, uprightness and devotion
to God. Though outwardly you are far from us, in reality you
are in our presence, for bonds of unity and oneness and senti-
ments of purity and detachment exist between us. Through the
favors of the peerless Lord, it is hoped that you will ever abide
under divine protection and safeguarding, and day by day in-
crease in faith, certitude and steadfastness in the Covenant.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-05

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated the
7th of Dhi’l-Hajjih 1339 was received. The world of humanity,
particularly Iran, is in great turmoil, and changes and trans-
formations in all conditions follow one after another. Indeed,
all humanity is endangered by diverse ailments and maladies,
yet the remedy prescribed by the divine Skilled Physician is
not heeded. Therefore, unskilled physicians are now holding
sway, while they themselves are afflicted with incurable ail-
ments. What will become of this is evident.

We supplicate at the divine Sacred Threshold that Iran may
somewhat awaken and consider an immediate remedy. Until
this most great panacea cures this deadly poison, the situation
remains difficult. You must pray, and we too beseech that the
Lord may enable Iran’s leaders to pursue the cure and remedy,
that the government may be confirmed in justice and the nur-
turing of its subjects, and that this land may be delivered from
sudden perils. And this is not difficult for God to accomplish.
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You had written that, praise be to God, the loved ones of
God who were as drops have now become as an ocean. How-
ever, these waves must become immersed and annihilated in
the divine sea so that the divine teachings may shine forth
like the sun from the horizon of truth. Today the Cause of
God is at the height of power, yet some foolish ones intend to
weaken this mighty structure of the Cause of God so that they
may, through its weakness, seize what they can and achieve
their own ends. Alas! Alas! That divine Physician, though in
chains, bestowed such power to this structure that its strength
shall assuredly dispel all ills and ailments, and naught shall
remain for them save manifest loss. You had well written this
verse: “The ocean has its waves in its own imagination; The
straw thinks this tumult is for its sake.”

Promptly pay whatever is assigned, for in these assignments
there is consummate wisdom.

Pay great attention to the Tarbiyat School, for this school has
become known throughout the world as the Baha’i school - it
must be maintained in perfect order. Should the assignments
for the school prove insufficient, provide what is needed. Pay
all the miscellaneous assignments month by month in full. If
currency becomes subject to fluctuation, it matters not. The
aid and grace of the Blessed Beauty endures; all else is tran-
sient.

; What is of paramount importance is that we must forget all

else, take hold of the sacred hem of God’s Cause, and concen-
trate our thoughts on spreading the divine fragrances, so that
this blessed Tree may grow and develop. When it becomes ver-
dant, we shall all find joy and delight in its shade. The classes
and gatherings for teaching are of utmost importance, so that
the newcomers to the divine garden may be nurtured by the
bounty of the vernal showers and the wafting of the merciful
breeze, and each may become a pearl within the shell of grace,
manifesting the utmost delicacy and purity, seeking brilliance
and radiance.

You wrote that people in general are entangled and intoxicated
with their own affairs. In truth, this is a time of opportunity,
and what is worthy and freely available is that thoughts and
contemplations should be devoted to morals, behaviors and
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ideas that conform to the teachings, commandments and coun-
sels of the Blessed Beauty. Otherwise it is loss upon loss and
detriment upon detriment, like those who follow every new
fancy. Despite repeated experiences showing that whoever did
not act according to God’s good-pleasure and fell into desires
and passions and engaged in secret schemes ultimately met
with disappointment and loss, still they do not learn.

Read the divine Tablets and observe what He says. The Cause
of God is the glass of the lamp. This is the blessed verse
which states in the Qur’an: “O company of jinn and men!
If ye can penetrate the regions of the heavens and the earth,
then penetrate them! Ye will never penetrate them save with
authority.” I too constantly recite that verse which is in the
Long Obligatory Prayer: “My God, my God! Look not upon
my hopes and my doings, but rather look upon Thy Will which
hath encompassed the heavens and the earth.”” This is the
utmost hope of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.

O Amin! Political parties in Iran are in utmost agitation and
day by day it grows more intense and great difficulties arise.
The friends must absolutely not join any party nor interfere
in political affairs. The friends must devote themselves to the
development of Iran, that is, they must strive in agriculture,
industry, commerce, education and sciences.
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AB12400

To: Baha’is of Karlsruhe
Date: 1921-Oct-05

O ye who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
and its contents indicated the surging of the fire of the love of
God in your hearts. That gathering was a heavenly assembly,
illumined by the lamp of divine guidance. The hearts were
united, the spirits were gladdened, and all eyes were turned
toward the Abha Kingdom. ‘Abdu’l-Baha was present in that
gathering with heart and soul, and gazed upon all with the
utmost joy and fragrance. And now he supplicates the divine
Kingdom and seeks for you limitless assistance and infinite
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bounties, so that each of you may appear as a tree of utmost
delicacy in the garden of life and yield pure and goodly fruits.

The Most Glorious Bounty be upon you all.

BBBD.608
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To: Mary Hall, in Chicago
Date: 1921-Oct-06

O divine maidservant! Your letter was received and its con-
tents noted. I ask God to grant you new life. You had asked
why holy and spiritual souls who are firm and steadfast avoid
association with those of base character. This is because just
as physical diseases like tuberculosis and cancer are contagious,
spiritual diseases are also contagious. If a person with tuber-
culosis associates with a thousand healthy people, the health
and wellness of those thousand healthy people will not affect
or cure that sick person’s tuberculosis. However, when this
tuberculosis patient associates with those thousand people, in
a short time the disease will spread to many of those healthy
souls. This is obvious and clear.

Similarly, if a thousand noble people associate with someone
of base character, their perfections will not affect that base
person. Rather, that base person will cause their deviation.
Therefore, Baha'u’llah states in the Tablets: “Soon will a foul
odor be diffused there. Avoid it, thus does the All-Knowing,
the All-Wise command you.” He states that soon a foul odor
will spread in that city and you must avoid that foul odor -
thus does the All-Knowing, All-Wise command you. And that
foul odor is the odor of Covenant-breaking.

Similarly, in the Letter of Counsel He states: “Be not heedless
now of your Planter, Guardian and Educator, and prefer not
others before Him, lest scorching and sterile winds pass over
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you.” And Christ says that the owner of an orchard will not

leave a withered tree in the garden but will surely cut it down
and cast it into the fire, for dried wood is fit and worthy only
for the fire. Again Baha'u’llah states: “O trees of My divine
garden of grace! Guard yourselves from the poisonous winds
and sterile breezes which are association with the misbelievers
and the heedless, lest the trees of existence be deprived of the
divine bounty’s holy breaths and intimate spirits.” This is why
one must avoid the wicked and associate with the righteous.

In the Persian Hidden Words He states: “O My son! The
company of the ungodly increaseth sorrow, whilst fellowship
with the righteous cleanseth the rust from off the heart.” And
likewise He states: “Beware, O son of dust! Associate not
with the wicked and seek not fellowship with him, for such
companionship turneth the radiance of the heart into infernal

fire” This is the counsel of Christ and these are the counsels
of Baha’u’llah.

As for your other questions, this same explanation serves as
proof and requires no further answer. And I pray for you that
you may attain a state that leads to the attainment of the
supreme gift. And if you properly read your first question, you
will see that your initial query was about why the friends allow
a condemned person among them and do not reject him.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Chicago
Date: 1921-Oct-06

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received.

You had written that some of the wavering ones wrote to me

and I had replied, and some took this as evidence that associa-

tion with the wavering ones is permissible. This is completely
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wrong, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha corresponds with all people, even with
enemies, and this stems from kindness, not from their worthi-
ness.

One of the women of Chicago wrote me a letter, at its be-
ginning asking why the friends associate with an evil-natured
person, and in the second paragraph writing why holy souls
should avoid association with wicked souls - first writing one
way, then another. In any case, a reply was written to her
which is included with your letter. You should read this reply
in the Spiritual Assembly and give it to her, and know this as
guidance. Certainly one must avoid unworthy souls, otherwise
morals become completely corrupted. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.

O dear son! The family of Husayn Aqa are very close to me, for
the late Husayn Aqa rendered much service. Certainly show
the utmost love to his children on my behalf, so that I may be
pleased with you.

Convey my utmost kindness to the honored and near hand-
maiden of God Mrs. True and her daughters.

O dear son! Do not deal and behave with harshness and sever-
ity toward the Covenant-breakers of America, but rather con-
duct yourself with moderation.

The intention of moderation is that you should not engage in
conflict and disputation, but also do not associate with them.
Leave them to themselves.
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AB12269

To: Stabler, Julia et al., in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-Oct-06

O two daughters of the Kingdom of God! Your letter was
received and its contents indicated the outpouring of the fire
of the love of God, steadfastness in the Covenant, and the
desire to serve at the Threshold of the Lord. How blessed you
are to have achieved such a great success!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

OM M)@‘ML&‘OSJWM}J‘_;‘
Olg, 5 dge Ol 5 5y A C,:_S-)L' oly
Lo Olas & pa Ol Cods (550 5

AAd By glis 555 2 § 18

o1

9


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_12/Issue_14
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_12/Issue_14

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB12318

2 Dr. Kuntz’s intention was to serve the Kingdom of God and his
efforts were devoted to that end. Convey my utmost kindness
to Mr. and Mrs. John Bosch, and likewise extend my most
glorious greetings to Mr. Herman Wieger. Caress, kiss and
embrace the Baha’i children on my behalf.

I hope that through divine favors the teaching study class will
progress and expand day by day, for such a gathering is divine
in foundation and heavenly in nature. I have absolutely no
time, therefore I write briefly.

Convey the Most Great Glad-Tidings to Mrs. Mary Frey and
give her my message that I hope the lights of the heavenly star
will shine in your soul and heart and penetrate so deeply that,
like the spirit in the body, it will bestow new life.

Convey my greetings and kindness to the handmaid of God
Ludovitsa Speidel and tell her to thank God that the candle
of guidance has been lit in her heart and her spirit has found
new life through the glad-tidings of the Kingdom.
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AB12318

To: Baha’is of Zuffenhausen
Date: 1921-Oct-06

Praised be God, the reviving breeze of life is blowing over that
city, the effulgent light of the Sun of Truth is shining forth
and the heavenly clouds are raining down, causing such roses
and hyacinths as yourselves to grow. Assuredly that city will
become like unto the Abha Paradise and the Tree of Life will
flourish there, casting its shadow over all those regions. I am
wholly certain that as a result of your devotion and love, your
constancy and steadfastness, that city will eventually be illu-
mined and the lamps of divine guidance will shine therein with
the utmost intensity.

Convey my greetings and love to the handmaiden of God
Martha Edith, and tell her that she must be extremely grateful
to Miss Anna Kunz and Mrs. Mary Schwyzer who made her
drunk with the wine of guidance and bestowed upon her the
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joy of attachment to the Word of God. Due to the press of
work, this brief message is written. I beg your pardon.

The All-Glorious Glory be upon you.

BBBD.606, BBBD.613

AB09780

To: Bishop Brown, in Boston
Date: 1921-Oct-06

...When any soul turns unto the omnipotent Lord with per-
fect humility and submissiveness, and becomes abashed and
ashamed of his own shortcomings, there is no doubt that such
a soul is inspired by divine inspiration, for there is no excel-
lence greater than when a person discovers and acknowledges
his own imperfections. Praise be to God that thou art walking
in His path and art illumined by the light of His Kingdom and
art drawing therefrom.
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AB09914

To: Charles Mason Remey, in New York
Date: 1921-Oct-06

...Jometime ago I wrote thee a letter, whose content was that
praise be to God, thou hast become confirmed in drawing a
plan for the pilgrim house in Haifa. It is my hope that this
pilgrim house may be built under your supervision. Also in
the future a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will be established on Mount
Carmel. Thou wilt be its architect and founder. I give thee
this glad tiding.

SW_ v13#08 p.221x
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AB08457

To: Kenkichi Futakami, in Japan
Date: 1921-Oct-07

O thou son of the Kingdom! (Mr. Kenkichi Futakami)

Thy letter has been received. The contents were indicative
of spiritual susceptibilities. I pray God that thou mayest rise
above worldly attachments and restricted thought to the realm
of the Kingdom; that thou mayest become enlightened and spir-
itual, be completely released from the darkness of the material
world, like unto the bud and rose mayest diffuse fragrances
in the Heavenly Rose-Garden, be confirmed by the breath of
the Holy Spirit and assisted by the Hosts of the Supreme Con-
course. By deeds and words awaken thou the unaware souls
and confer upon them the spirit of Life.

JWTA.041

AB09296

To: Frances Orr Allen, in Oregon
Date: 1921-Oct-07

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy letter has been received. From the Kingdom of Abha I
ask assistance and bestowal for all the members of thy family,
so that it might bless them all.

His Honor Fadil breathed the spirit of life in America. You
must rear the souls. Thou art permitted to come, but next
year. Engage now in teaching. Owing to the lack of time I am
writing briefly. Thou shouldst pardon that.

Upon thee be the Glory of Abha.

MAB.103
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AB12055

To: Caroline Simpson, in Boston
Date: 1921-Oct-08

O maidservant of God! Thy letter hath arrived. Thy dear
husband wisheth to complete his education and thou art eager
to go to Africa. Now, ye must consult with each other, confer
with the utmost love, agree upon a sound decision, and be fully
united, for husband and wife must be even as one person, that
they may succeed in every matter.
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AB11809

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated 10th
Dhi’l-Hijjih 1339, number 28, was received. From its contents,
the spirit and joy of the friends during these severe upheavals
became known. Events are passing and incidents are like dan-
gerous ocean waves, but this too shall pass.

As long as the people of the world remain absorbed in vain
thoughts and walk the paths of self-worship and carelessness,
drowning in natural feelings without considering the conse-
quences of actions, surely comfort and tranquility will be re-
moved, hearts disturbed, upheaval continuous, and human so-
ciety in danger. For souls promote their private aims behind
the veil of patriotism and name savagery civilization. Since
this is so, conditions are certainly thus.

Consider what the previous administration did - in a short time
what tumult it raised, though it bore the name of patriotism,
freedom of thought, and truthfulness. Apparently now the eyes
of the country’s leaders have opened somewhat and they have
become aware of sudden dangers. Through divine assistance
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and favor, it is hoped that Iran’s leaders will awaken and es-
tablish that which will develop this ruin, and consider that not
just Iran but East and West are in upheaval and humanity is
in utmost torment and disturbance. The wise are bewildered
and astonished, and administrators confused and wandering.

It is clear and evident that a dead and withered body needs
spirit, and the adorning trees of existence only sway with the
breeze of grace, and pitch darkness is only dispelled by the
dawn of light upon light, and regions only find new life through
the advent of spring. Otherwise day by day dangerous condi-
tions will intensify. When and at what time will these sleepers
awaken and these unconscious ones become aware?

The eminent person now sitting on the seat of power is the
grandson and namesake of the late forgiveness-seeking noble
grandfather, that honorable person. That distinguished minis-
ter had the utmost love for the Most Holy Court. Details were
written last year during the time of Vuthuq and surely reached
you. Therefore it is hoped that this respected grandson will
remember the rights of his noble grandfather and become suc-
cessful in establishing order and arrangement in Iran and the
refinement of Iranians.

Convey my utmost longing to each and every one of the divine
friends. Praise be to God, the banner of “O Glory of the Most
Glorious” waves in all horizons. The melody of the Supreme
Concourse has reached the ears of the lower world and the wine
of the love of God bestows new exhilaration and grants fresh
joy day by day.

Your affairs have become disturbed from internal turmoil and
surrounding upheaval, but be confident that you are under
divine protection. It is hoped the new government will suc-
cessfully establish justice and fairness such that they may dis-
cipline the rebellious and seditious ones. In the coming year
may agriculture and farming expand. As for your wealth and
riches, in truth it has become an imaginary matter. Eventually
it will become clear that your wealth and riches are spiritual
not material.

Write to his honor the noble Sardar that they should not for-
get what transpired before. They should be confident in the
endless favors of the All-Merciful Lord until heavenly blessings
arrive and all these present difficulties are resolved.
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In any case, O thou firm in the Covenant, do not grieve, be
not anxious, remember that the glance of favor encompasses
and the grace of the Blessed Beauty is perfect. Convey my
utmost love and kindness to the young saplings of the garden
of Bagiroff and likewise to other relatives.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12060

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-10

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter dated 5
Dhi’l-Hajjih 1339 arrived. You wrote that you had cleared all
accounts and sent them in an envelope - that envelope arrived.
Haji Yusuf sent 500 pounds sterling via Baghdad in one trans-
action and 300 pounds in another. You wrote that all property
matters are in a state of change and transformation, therefore
all transactions are disrupted. I hope that through the efforts
of those in authority, these changes will stabilize, justice and
fairness will emerge, and transactions will become organized.

The teachers like Nabil-Zadih and Mutlaq are truly sacrific-
ing their lives. Praise be to God, the loved ones of God do
not interfere in political affairs - they are occupied with God
and engaged with divine institutions, they work to improve
the morals of the nation and strive to calm souls so that the
constitution of the nation may gain strength, and when the con-
stitution gains strength, all diseases and other ailments will be
eliminated.

As for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s statement that “these flowers of different
colors and fragrances are the adornment of God’s garden” - this
statement was addressed to the white and black races of Amer-
ica, for the people of the world are of five colors: one group
is white like Europeans, one group is black like the people of
Sudan and blacks of America, one group is yellow like Japanese
and Chinese, one group is brown like Arabs, and one group is
red like the original and ancient peoples of America. And be-
tween these colors there is war and conflict, especially between
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whites and blacks and reds in America. Therefore it issued
from the tongue of ‘Abdu’l-Baha that these colors should not
clash with each other but rather should blend, for this diver-
sity of human colors is like the diversity found among flowers
in a garden and is the cause of the garden’s beauty. Other-
wise, one word of discord among the friends would demolish
the foundation.

In any case, I hope that the friends will be in harmony, en-
amored and enraptured with each other, each sacrificing their
life for others and counting themselves as servants of others -
not like some who count themselves distinguished from all and
beat the drum of “to whom belongs the kingdom.” In any case,
it is as you wrote - one must be in a state of submission and
contentment with respect to God and be immersed in the sea
of thanksgiving. Praise be to God, the divine banner is raised
high and the lights of splendor are shining in all horizons.

Praise be to God your eyes, despite your advanced age, can
still see well and you write letters well, and praise be to God
you have an assistant. Appreciate your partner Mirza Mihdi
and convey to him my most glorious and sublime greetings and
salutations.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

Jinab-i-Amin: The enclosed letter is from the humble, submis-
sive, truthful servant of the Blessed Beauty, Shoghi Effendi,
which he wrote with great haste. Since its events are a cause
of joy for the steadfast ones, it is being sent.
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To: Diya wife of Muhammad Taqi (Bandarabbas), in Bandar Abbas

Date: 1921-Oct-10

O my Lord, the Most Merciful, Who hast dawned from the
horizon of forgiveness! Thy handmaiden Diya’, who was re-
lated to Thy servant, the Sign of Faith - he who turned his
face with pure sincerity toward Thy gracious countenance, who
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walked Thy straight path, who answered Thy call on the Day
of Religion, and upon whom Thou didst shine forth from the
manifest horizon, the humble and faithful one named Taqi -
hath ascended unto Thee.

O Lord! Her tranquil soul was a luminous flame, from whose
heart radiated the lights of faith, who was intoxicated with the
wine of certitude, whose eyes were solaced by witnessing the
proof and evidence, whose consciousness was attracted by the
spirit and sweet fragrance.

O Lord! Cause her to alight in the dwelling-place of Thy mercy
and admit her into the Paradise of Thy divine unity. Verily,
Thou art the Pardoning, the Forgiving, the Most Merciful, the
One Who manifesteth grace and beneficence, and verily, Thou
art the Kind, the Bestower.

o G pell el Y1 e e 22

S

dnd K ambll ) W 3O Oy
e OleW lsl LB e Zase Ty
5 Bl ol 55 OB Lo o

Ol M 5 =5l Ol Il Bdete Ola

B G el Sl 0y G U oy

a1y e i Saadl ot SCI Sl
OLLY Cops ol SOy Ol 5 il

BSHN.140.244, BSHN.144.244, MHT2.183

AB02068

To: Mustafa Nuri, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-12

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter written to
the Spiritual Assembly of Tehran was noted, and also the map
of the Mazandaran house. Its review caused much grief and
sorrow - how the former unfaithful ones destroyed that mag-
nificent building and took its doors, windows and roof timbers
to build houses for themselves. How regrettable this is. Some
time ago, five hundred tumans was transferred through Jenab-
i-Amin in the name of my cousin for building a dam against the
river, and no shortcoming will be allowed within possibility.

As for the matter of the school, this matter is important. Refer
to the Department of Education so that specific allocations for
that school may be established. I will also write to the Spiri-
tual Assembly to send a complete teacher for that school. Some
time ago, eloquent and profound prayers and Tablets of Visita-
tion were written with the utmost supplication and humility for
the oppressed ones of that village and were sent. They wrote
from Tehran that those prayers and Tablets of Visitation were
sent to you. You had not mentioned them, even though they
are of utmost importance. Do not look at the present - in
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the future these Tablets of Visitation will find the utmost im-
portance. Out of intense faithfulness, ‘Abdu’l-Baha wrote in
remembrance of those noble ones after sixty-eight years so they
would not be forgotten. You should certainly make multiple
copies of those papers and keep each copy preserved in a place
so they are not lost. Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to
each and every one of the friends. And upon you be greetings
and praise.

God willing, another five hundred tumans will soon be trans-
ferred, but according to what you had written it is difficult.
And upon you be Glory.

Sty Ol o) s 405 oyl 5 a2 pd
45 Jloy) Lezy baslsyby o Lelalie OF &
ol SaN b 5 asy 0 LT 51 (653 L8
3 5 42>‘>&4 Iy = syl 1y g,::”\
aslg |y el Sl bsaslesly o) i
OS5 OF §3 by waz ) s llae il
Farlp sl dl Cda s Coal
5 2l o3l md |y Gyl O &)l s
BN ,g)\;g Lz Sl s 1y Gasd »
SR AN &9 20 S

) 1l ey Al g

Wl Al K5 Oleg il e dilelai)
Lo dagy 0358 050 K515 51 dy A
GL?‘” ;K:J@) g:,wl\

TZHS8.0437

AB12256

To: Aga Jan Bazzaz Bulbul Ishraqiyan, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-12

O melodious nightingale! Your letter was received and the
sorrowful event caused intense grief. However, patience, for-
bearance, submission and contentment are characteristics of
the faithful. Therefore, I hope that in such circumstances you
will be patient and grateful for the pardon and forgiveness
of the Divine Unity. I beseech God that the handmaiden of
God, the mother of Amin, may find solace through divine fa-
vors and merciful forgiveness, for that cypress of the stream
[...] her hopes were not cut off. At most, she has transferred
from this transient furnace to the divine rose garden and has
appeared in the highest paradise with utmost freshness and
grace. | beseech God that the surviving nightingale-children
- Mirza Ya’qub, Mirza Ni’'matu’llah, Mirza Shukru’llah, Hash-
mat, Tala, Qudsiyyih, Ruhiyyih and Shamsiyyih - may become
manifestations of endless divine favors, and when one branch is
separated from the goodly tree, other branches gain strength.
Therefore, I hope that these offshoots, through the education
of the divine Gardener, may grow and develop with utmost
grace and freshness and become the cause of joy to the root
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and the goodly tree. There is no more time, please excuse me.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

He is the nightingale of sweet melody and singing of odes, and
his song in praise and glorification of the Intended Lord is
the cause of joy to the hearts and souls of the people of the
Kingdom.
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To: Abdu’llah Mutlag, in Iran
Date: 1921-Oct-13

O thou who art homeless and wandering through mountain
and desert in the path of God! Your letter dated 7 Jamadiyu’l-
Avval was received. Its contents were as sweet as honey and
sugar, for they conveyed that in Yazd the friends of God show
great steadfastness, the affairs of the Cause are well organized
and arranged, the meetings for encouragement and teaching
are eloquent and complete, and in Rafsanjan the ocean of the
love of God is surging, and in Kirman the glory of the All-
Merciful has made faces bright and radiant like the shining sun.
Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Muhammad-Aqay-i-Ishraqi is enchanted by
the Light of Ishraq and is departing for Tehran to acquire the
means for teaching.

In any case, your travel in those regions is very appropriate,
but it must be as you had written - that is, lengthy stays in
any one place are not permitted. One must be like a breeze,
always passing through. After you have traveled back and forth
in those regions for some time, return to Iraq. But in Iraq,
observe the utmost wisdom. This is your course of action.

Jinab-i-Mirza Ishaq Khan-i-Muttahidih truly shows perfect en-
deavor and offers his life in service. He is near to the Divine
Threshold and beloved of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. His noble son Aga
Mirza ‘Abdu’llah Khan is also deserving of endless favors. I
hope that this noble descendant will surpass all in sacrifice and
heavenly qualities.
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At present your presence in those regions is bearing fruit. You
should certainly engage in teaching. It is better thus. Permis-
sion for attaining the presence will be given later.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Igrari, Shaban Ibn Ilyahu et al.
Date: 1921-Oct-13

O ye twin shining stars! Praise be to God, for your faces are
resplendent with the light of guidance, and your dispositions
are pleasing and favoured at the Divine Threshold.

Ye have asked for permission to come on a visit. The Holy
Land is indeed the niche from which the Light shineth, the
lamp in which the Sinaic Flame is burning. In this sacred land
the Blessed Beauty unveiled His countenance, and from it He
addressed Tablets and proclamations unto all the kings and
rulers of the earth. To attain the honour of pilgrimage is the
cherished desire of His lovers, and to circle round His Shrine
the highest hope of those who yearn after Him. Yet, service to
His Threshold rendered in your land is also among the supreme
aspirations of those who are nigh unto Him. Nevertheless, the
choice is yours. The Glory of Glories rest upon you.
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To: Bahman son of Khusraw, in Qazvin
Date: 1921-Oct-17

O Lord! Make this wise one an worshipper at Your threshold,
steadfast and acceptable. Grant him aid and grace, and con-
firm him with the greatest gift. Immerse him in the lights in the
Kingdom of mysteries, and make him bright and radiant in the
heaven of eternal glory. O Lord! Several souls have opposed
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and acted with cruelty towards the faithful friends, seeking
to extinguish these few Persians and eliminate these oppressed
Zoroastrians. O Lord! Be their friend and helper, and preserve
these oppressed ones from the tyranny of the wicked. You are
the Powerful and Able, and You are the Strong and Mighty.

The elegy written about the martyrdom of Mr. Khudabakhsh
Puri Bahram was most acceptable and was read in the presence
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin
Date: 1921-Oct-17

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received.
Praise be to God that you have been assisted in rendering
service with the utmost effort....

As for your presence in the Holy Land, the right is with Jinab-i-
Amin. Your presence in that land is as bowing and prostration,
and worship of the All-Loving Lord, and is absolutely neces-
sary. Do not imagine that you are distant and separated for a
moment. No, by God! You are constantly before my sight and
present, and our meeting is continuous. Sadi of Shiraz says:

“What veil can exist between lover and beloved? Neither

Alexander’s Wall can be an obstacle nor a barrier.”...
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To: Muhammad Taqi Isfahani, in Marjush
Date: 1921-Oct-17

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter from Dr. Jlu,l & Jys 5555 w5 Olg b o) 1
Forel which thou hadst sent - he himself had also written me a o3¢ 3 OF G5 5 o) o5 (o5 0048
letter - has been answered and will be forwarded. And we are 4 s f aalg byl a2 05, Ol 5y

sending a copy of it to you. (‘*‘JM & ol 5 UTJ\ i &

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! 6#}/\ SISy 2
VUJUDE.015 VUJUD.011
AB01641

To: Shoghi Effendi, in London
Date: 1921-Oct-18

O sincere servant of the Blessed Beauty!

Your detailed letter has been received, and has been the cause
of the utmost joy and gladness. Praise be to God! The loved
ones are all astir and active, but prudence is necessary. You
have rent the veil too widely asunder. Explain to the loved
ones that the rending of the veil to such an extent will be the
cause of great agitation, and the harm thereof will reach to the
Holy Land. Great caution is necessary. Discourses in churches
and great public gatherings are in no wise permitted as in this
place enemies, within and without, are lying in wait and are
bent on aggression. Prudence requires that activity should,
for the present, be concealed, and carried on with the utmost
moderation.

Convey to the loved ones, one and all, on my behalf, the great-
est longing, love and kindness. Give a spiritual message from
me to Mr. Healds and say to him: “Peruse the Gospel, how
His Holiness Christ — may my life be a sacrifice to Him — says,
‘Conceal it, that the pharisees may not be informed thereof’
Now the same condition prevails.”

This matter is of the greatest importance. On no account let
them contribute articles to the newspapers, and so long as
they are not sure of any soul, let them breathe no word to
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him. Consider how the Freemasons have for two hundred years
carried on their work, and unto this day they have not openly
declared it to any soul. Not until they find a hearing ear will
they speak. The loved ones too must proceed with the greatest
prudence, lest serious difficulties be created. If any one should
travel to the Holy Land, he must on no account declare to
anyone by the way that his purpose is to visit us. The loved
ones must, in the presence of strangers, speak forth simply the
TEACHINGS of the Blessed Beauty and mention no word of
their BELIEF concerning Him. Should anyone enquire, “What
is your belief regarding the Blessed Beauty?” Let them answer:
“We regard Him as the foremost teacher and educator of these
later ages and Abdul Baha as the Centre of His Covenant.”

BSTW#608

AB02129

To: Baha’is of Manchester, England
Date: 1921-Oct-18

O ye beloved of the Lord! Your letter hath been received and
the contents thereof have imparted the utmost joy and gladness.
Praised be the Lord, ye have eyes that see and ears that hear.
Ye behold the Light of Truth and are accounted, even as Christ
hath said, among the chosen rather than among the called.

In these days the world suffereth from unrest and turmoil, from
contention and conflict and mankind is confused and stricken,
and yet Christ bade Peter sheath his sword. And though He
declared that he that draweth his sword shall by the sword
be brought into account, yet notwithstanding, the sword hath
been drawn and the peoples of the world are engaged in con-
flict. The people of Baha, praised be the Lord, have returned
the sword unto its scabbard and strive to promote love, har-
mony and union, that thereby the kindreds and peoples of the
world may be reconciled. For among the Teachings of His Ho-
liness Baha'u’llah (may my life be offered as a sacrifice unto
Him) it is written: all mankind is but one fold and God, the
Kindly Shepherd, loving unto all of them, for if He loved them
not, He would have created them not, neither provided them,
nor protected them nor even nurtured them. For inasmuch
as He hath vouchsafed all these blessings unto them, He, of a
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certainty, loveth them, one and all. This is but Truth itself,
manifest even as the Sun, the light whereof none can deny.
This is verily the Way of God and there is no way greater than
His Way. It behooveth us one and all, to walk in His Ways
and not in the ways of men.

Wherefore, praise ye the Lord, that in the lamp of your hearts
the Flame of Divine Guidance is kindled and ye have entered
the Kingdom of God.

It is incumbent upon you, however, to act with the utmost
discretion and not to rend the veil asunder, for the enemy,
whether he be near or afar, lieth in wait and stirreth the negli-
gent to arise against His Holiness Baha’u’llah. Be ye prudent,
be ye discreet. The glory of Glories rest upon you.
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To: Mirza Yaqub et al.
Date: 1921-Oct-20

O ye that stand fast and firm in the Covenant!

The faithful servant of the Ever-Blest beauty, Shoghi Effendi,
hath written a letter, and therein hath praised you most highly,
namely: that these blessed souls are true Bahais, are verily self-
sacrificing, burn brightly, even as twin candles, with the Light
of Guidance, and serve with heart and soul the Cause of God...
Such praise as this hath indeed cuased the greatest pleasure.

It is my hope that through the late and present mercies of the
Lord, the All-Glorious, the Grace of God, the Kindly, the All-
Knowing, may be wholly vouchsafed unto you, and that you
may obtain your most cherished desire.

Therefore, turn ye your eyes, even as Abdul Baha, towards the
Blessed Beauty, and implore His aid and succour. Loosen then
your tongues, and the Breaths of the Holy Spirit shall in truth
graciously aid you.

The Glory of Glories rest upon you.

TDD.020a
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To: Mr Healds
Date: 1921-Oct-21

O son of the Kingdom of God!

Praised be the Lord, thou hast rent asunder the veil of the
Pharisees and winged thy flight unto the Kingdom of God.
Thou hast accepted the Teaching of His Holiness Baha’u’llah
and been drawn unto the Holy Spirit. In truth, thy faith is now
sincere and thou hast come to know Jesus-Christ the better.

The Pharisees, sunk in their idle fancies and imaginings, have
been thereby prevented from believing in Him and have been
cast out for evermore. Yet, thou, all-praise unto the Lord, hast
walked in the footsteps of Peter and hast attained unto perfect
faith. It is incumbent upon thee, however, to act with the
utmost discretion, for men are ignorant and prejudiced and
seek to stir sedition and mischief. Wherefore, saith Christ in
the Gospel: ‘Tell not the Pharisees and inform them not.

Consider! Christ proclaimed the Glory of Moses and spread
His fame far wide throughout the East throughout the West.
He propounded the basic principle of His Divine Law, and
though the Torah was before Christ confined to Palestine, yet
by the wondrous Grace of Jesus, it hath now spread to the
uttermost parts of the earth whilst the fame of Moses and of
the Prophets of Israel hath become renowned throughout the
world. Manifest, indeed, is the Spirit of Love that Christ hath
thus shone for Moses! Yet, notwithstanding this, the Pharisees
fancied that Christ was an enemy of Moses, that He destroyed
His Law and overthrew the edifice thereof. Ponder and reflect,
how unjust they were, how grievously they misjudged Him!

Now, too, His Holiness Baha’u’llah, hath far and wide pro-
claimed the Splendor, the Glory, the Majesty of Christ, and
yet the unjust still believe it not! The Lord be praised, thou
believest.

The Glory of Glories rest upon thee.

TDD.020b
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To: Masudu’s-Sultan Afnan, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Oct-22

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! The letter which ye had ad-
dressed to one of the friends was perused, and the utmost grief
was felt at your sorrow and anguish. In very truth, the ascen-
sion of that honoured Personage became the cause of regret
and pain to all; for that blessed soul was a source of honour to
the Cause of God. Under the government of the ports, all the
friends remained preserved and protected; and, in particular,
during his journey to Bombay, he bore himself in that land
with the utmost dignity and composure. Before him, certain
ones had found themselves, among strangers, in a state betwixt
fear and hope; but that departed one acted and conducted him-
self with perfect steadfastness and dignity. The loved ones of
Bombay, again and again, expressed their gratitude and satis-
faction.

After his ascension, a lengthy supplication was offered in his
behalf, with entreaty unto the Kingdom of Abha. The original
is with Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Hasan Afnan, and ye will be-
hold its copy. Ye will see with what pleading and lamentation
‘Abdu’l-Baha hath, for each one of the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree who hath ascended, implored the infinite bounties and
the forgiveness and pardon of the Lord, and with what won-
drous expressions He hath recounted his life in the form of a
supplication.

Consider, then, how tender is the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and
how His pen beareth witness to the intensity of His fidelity.
The Afnan of the Blessed Tree, likewise, must be aflame with
the utmost attraction, must burn away the veil of earthly at-
tachments, must lay down their lives in this glorious Path, and
hasten even unto the altar of love.

Consider how that illustrious personage, the lord of the righ-
teous, His Holiness the Khal, Siyyid ‘Ali-Afnan, hastened with
what joy unto the field of sacrifice, and what musk-laden fra-
grance was diffused from his self-offering, whereby the nostrils
of the Concourse on High were perfumed.

Likewise, consider thou the manner in which Haji Mirza
Muhammad-Taqi Afnan, that sanctified spirit and confirmed
soul, arose to serve this great Cause. Forsaking a life of ease
and comfort in Yazd, he hastened to ‘Ishqabad to labour
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for the Cause of God. How self-sacrificing he was in the
rearing of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar! He dedicated his life
wholly to this task, until he succeeded in establishing the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in that land.

How extraordinary indeed was his service, for this is the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar that hath been raised up in the world in
God’s name. Its significance, therefore, is very great. And yet,
in the future a hundred thousand Mashriqu’l-Adhkars shall be
reared in glory, dignity, and utmost majesty. The Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar of ‘Ishqabad hath the station of the mother, and the
other Mashriqu’l-Adhkars are like unto spiritual children that
shall be born of it.

Likewise, his worthy and noble successor, His Holiness Aqa
Mirza Mahmud Afnan, in very truth hastened, throughout the
days of his life, with the utmost endeavour in service; and the
saying was fulfilled: blessed was the forebear, and blessed the
SUCCessor.

Wherefore, rest assured in the grace and bounty of His Holiness
the One, and strive with heart and soul that thou too mayest
walk and conduct thyself in the footsteps of those noble ones,
that thou mayest become the object of the regard of favour
from the Concourse on High and the Kingdom of Abha. Upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BRL__MASHRIQ#29x

AN WFCTE SN
S JEIVIG 2w gl s cals sl sze
Kb s 85 5 ol 55 Gl
JESNIG 2 il 8 a2 O L;Z,‘L: 358 1
3508 UL

SEEVIG e L) oy e by s )
0435 el Ol 53 G ok & ol
S e e by 3yl andie o2l b
Sl s ud wels WL SE3VIG 2w
JEVIG e o) ki il 058
SEIVNG 2 &l sle sl sliste
Lalg Ay ol 51 asme oY) asbe o5l
sl

@i Ol LISy Hle s it
Ol Do 55 aiALIGE 0L 5,2 1 e B
5 Skl iy CBlE Cass s C
st Gad il o

;::.A,\ O Sole g Las ke o)l
&) r.@,,;@jbu:ﬁdﬁj ol 5 Al
5 Jyaa b S STy ST 01150
5635 gl oS s ol S ) e

el e

BRL_DAK#0439, COMP__ MASHRIQP#29x,

TISH.583-584

AB12171

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-22

O herald of the Covenant! I began reading your excellent his-
torical book, as until now I had absolutely no time or opportu-
nity. I decided to read it during the nights and early mornings,
as it is my habit to rise at midnight and engage in remembrance
and prayers and occupy myself with reading letters and trea-
tises. Now I have decided to read this history as much as pos-
sible each midnight. The first section which I read last night
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was very eloquent and well-written, covering the differences be-
tween Sunnis and Shi’is, as well as the divisions that occurred
among the Shi’is, and the belief in multiple Qa’ims from among
the pure Imams (peace be upon them) and Muhammad ibn al-
Hanafiyyih, and the details about the Promised One according
to Sunnis and Shi’is.

In any case, it was carefully reviewed. Blessed be you and the
contents of this section. All the sections you had sent until
now have arrived, except pages 20 and 21 are missing - that
is, page 19 is present and page 22 is also present, but pages
twenty and twenty-one are missing. Therefore, you must cer-
tainly send these two pages, and it would be better if you
yourself were present for the printing. Although your presence
in those regions is absolutely necessary for teaching the lesson
of propagation and nurturing a group from among the saplings
of the divine garden. This matter is very important, and like-
wise you should engage in teaching receptive souls. Truly you
are a wanderer in the path of God and without home or shelter,
but this homelessness is better and sweeter than any home and
shelter, for this yields results and bears fruit, while no home
or shelter remains or bears fruit.

O herald of the Covenant! It is midnight, all eyes are sleeping
in beds of rest, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is awake and occupied with
thoughts of you. From the favors of the Desired One, I seek
confirmation and success for you in all matters.
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To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1921-Oct-22

O thou who art dear! Your new, eloquent and wonderful letter
arrived. Its contents gladden and bring joy to hearts. Con-
vey my increasing longing to him who is the ornament that
adorneth the brow of virtue, the lamp of the assemblage of the
distinguished, the honorable Sheikh Bakhit. I beseech God to
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make him the sign of divine guidance amongst men, and to
guide by him the people to the snow-white, straight and lumi-
nous path and to the innermost truth of the luminous Faith,
and to unify by him the word of the people, and save them
from blame, that he may lead them towards the path of true
felicity and success, and edify them with divine education and
the attributes of the Muhammadan revelation, and make them
heirs of eternal glory.

Indeed, the flow of truth through the veins of them who are
discerning, intelligent, and wise caused us to rejoice. But upon
you is enjoined absolute wisdom, inasmuch as the people are in
the deepest slumber, and are wrapt in a thick veil. They aspire
not to draw nigh unto God and to cling to the ‘Urvatu’l-Vuthqa
that shall never be split asunder. Rather, they look for various
means to succeed with their feeble minds, and are unaware
that these are trivial pursuits, utterly useless to enable them
to approach the Truth. Accordingly, the practice of prudence
is enjoined upon you.

Convey, on my behalf, a radiant greeting unto the distinguished
Sheikh Muhammad Mehdi, and to Sheikh, beloved of the heart,
Abdu’l-Javad, and to the youth who is treading the straight
path, Abdu’l-Karim Effendi, he who hath attained two virtues,
Indian and Kurdish, and speaketh Farsi, as Firdausi said:

This noble ascendant man is descended from two kings
From Afrasyab and from Kavus the king.

And convey my salutations and praise to Sheikh Muhammad
Rashed. It is forbidden to discard restraint and to rend the
veils asunder. As to the narratives of the loved ones who have
ascended to the loftiest pinnacles of glory, we shall soon com-
plete them. As to the printing of the book Dars al-Tabligh
[Lessons in Teaching], by Sadru’s-Sudour, this may go ahead,
and there is no objection to sending one copy of the book
Miftahu’l-Abowab [The Key to Doors| to Rafsanjan.

Upon thee be salutations and praise.

Beware, Beware lest ye accept the opinion of Muhammad
Rashed.
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ABO05823

To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1921-Oct-22

O diffuser of the fragrances of God! News of your safe and
protected return brought joy to hearts. Praise be to God that
you returned victorious and triumphant from this journey. You
exalted the Word of God and made the Call of God reach the
hearing of blessed souls. So congratulations to you for this cup
overflowing with divine guidance.

2 The reflection of those souls guided by the light of guidance
was witnessed - souls gladdened by the glad-tidings of God
and souls assured by the gift of God. I beseech from the favors
of the Divine Unity their steadfastness.

In any case, move with the utmost wisdom in Egypt and keep
this hidden pearl safe and protected from poisoned hearing.
And if you find attentive ears, speak of the teachings of the
Blessed Beauty and discuss the truths and meanings that have
issued from the Supreme Pen. Make philosophical matters the
basis of discussion, not beliefs.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-23

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Number 334 arrived safely
and securely. I hope that henceforth the packets will arrive
properly. Two packets were sent yesterday through other peo-
ple and countries. I hope they arrive and that henceforth pack-
ets from both sides will arrive safely and securely, and that God
will grant confirmation and success.
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Regarding Ghulam-‘Abbas whom you placed in the agricul-
tural school six leagues from Tehran - this is very good. How-
ever, regarding Jinab-i-Ghulam-Husayn, if his being sent to
Beirut is not possible, it does not matter. In this there is
consummate wisdom which cannot be mentioned.

You never entered any school, did not acquire sciences and
arts, and did not learn foreign languages. Yet praise be to
God, you became capable, powerful and ambitious. Learning
work takes precedence over acquiring language. The essential
thing is capacity. One who has capacity and is confirmed will
make progress, whether they know a foreign language or not.
One who lacks capacity, even if they know multiple foreign lan-
guages, will yield no fruit from their existence. Therefore trust
in God and give Jinab-i-Ghulam-Husayn a Baha’i education
and put him to work. You will find beneficial results.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1921-Oct-27

O ye merciful friends! ‘Abdu’l-Baha received your letter dated
Sunbulih 1300, number 1233. Praise be to God that its con-
tents bore testimony to your firmness and steadfastness in the
Cause of the Incomparable Lord.

Today, firmness in the Cause is essential and steadfastness is
obligatory. God declareth in the Qur’an: “Verily those who
say ‘Our Lord is God’ and then continue steadfast, the angels
descend upon them.” And likewise He saith: “Continue thou
steadfast as thou hast been commanded.” Every tree that hath
firm roots deriveth benefit from tempests, winds and whirl-
winds, for its roots are firm; but any tree whose roots are weak
is shaken by the gentlest breeze, let alone by violent storms,
tempests and devastating whirlwinds, for the tests are severe.
Thus it is said: “All men are doomed save the believers, and all
believers are doomed save those who are tested, and all who are
tested are doomed save the sincere, and even the sincere are in
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grave peril” In any case, praise be to God that those faithful
friends are like lofty and towering mountains, manifesting the
utmost steadfastness and firmness. Therefore, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
supplicating at the Sacred Threshold that these souls may be
assisted to serve the Cause of God and become the cause of
diffusing the divine fragrances and exalting the Word of God.

A telegram arrived from Kashan reporting that the authori-
ties had closed the blessed School of the Oneness of Mankind.
Glory be to God! They speak of civilization while uprooting
its very foundation. Schools should be opened, not closed. In
all civilized countries, every group, nation and religion has
schools, and both the government and people of that country
provide the utmost assistance. Only in savage lands, like those
of the cannibals who in their extreme brutality eat the slain,
do they forcefully prevent the spread of education. Closing
schools severs the root of humanity, especially the School of
the Oneness of Mankind whose foundation is fellowship, love
and unity among all religions. When the learned ones of Eu-
rope, America, Australia and Africa learned of the principles
of this school, they raised shouts of joy, yet Iranians destroy
their own foundation with their own hands - “They destroy
their houses with their own hands and the hands of the believ-

”

ers.

Though the Baha’i school in Iran was closed, numerous
schools have been established in civilized countries in Europe
and America, even in Japan. Surely you have read the
newspaper that was printed and sent from Japan, and a
photograph of the Baha’i school established in Japan is being
sent. The Iranian people have realized too late. When Sultan
Muhammad the Conqueror had laid siege to Constantinople
and was bombarding it, one of the ministers went to see the
Patriarch, the head of all priests in the realm, and found him
writing. The minister asked, “Your Eminence, what are you
writing?” The Patriarch replied, “I am writing a book refuting
Muhammad ibn Abdullah.” The minister said, “O foolish
ignorant one! You should have written your refutation when
his banner was first raised in the Hijaz. Now that Muhammad
ibn Abdullah, peace be upon him, has Constantinople under
artillery fire and his standard waves in Europe, you busy
yourself writing refutations? O mindless one, O thoughtless
one!” Then he struck the Patriarch hard on the back of the
neck and said, “Get up and be gone!”
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Even now the fanatical Persians are striving to close the school
of the Baha’is—that school which is, first and foremost, a ser-
vant of the world of humanity and is founded upon the ba-
sis of the oneness of mankind. Yet, while in America, Africa,
and Japan Baha’i schools are being established, what conse-
quence can there be if they close them in Persia? Consider
how, in Persia, in order to extinguish the Lamp of God, the
nation and the government once arose with the utmost might.
They hoisted the banner of tyranny and aggression; they up-
rooted thousands of Baha’i households; they made thousands
of blessed souls the targets of darts and spears. At the very
least, they tore twenty thousand persons limb from limb; they
plundered and pillaged; they caused fathers to mourn their
sons, rendered sons fatherless, and left children and women
helpless and desolate. Nay, they even cut, with the dagger
of cruelty and oppression, the throats of suckling babes. How
many they tortured and chastised; how many they branded
upon the breast; and at last, they beheaded them. Yet all this
tyranny and injustice, inflicted by those pitiless oppressors, nei-
ther checked nor uprooted nor suppressed the Cause. Rather,
day by day the melody of God waxed louder, and the fire of
the love of God blazed with ever greater intensity, until it at-
tained such a degree that it encompassed the world. Europe
and America, Turk and Tajik, Asia and Africa, like two lovers,
have clasped one another in their embrace, and the clarion-call
of the oneness of humanity hath been raised aloft.

; The utmost they can do is this: the Persians are laying the axe

and adze unto the root of their own tree. For the Baha’is have
so illumined Persia in the eyes of mankind that today a vast
multitude from the seven climes reveres that land, inasmuch
as the Sun of Truth hath risen from that horizon and it is the
sacred homeland of His Holiness Baha'u’llah. Consider what
a bounty the Lord God hath bestowed upon Persia and upon
the Persians. But what avail? For should pearls and jewels
fall into the hands of children, they will not adorn a crown or
diadem; rather, they may be struck by the stone of cruelty and
scattered abroad. Even as Rumi hath said: “A child will give
a pearl away for a loaf of bread.”

Wherefore, O loved ones of God, regard not the tyranny and
injustice of the ignorant. Resist oppression with justice; meet
iniquity with equity; requite bloodthirstiness with loving-
kindness. Be well-wishers for the advancement of Persia
and the Persians, and strive for the progress of universal
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civilization. Should they close the Baha’i school, open schools
without name or designation, and fling wide their doors unto
all peoples. So long as ye have life, offer up your lives in
sacrifice; and so long as ye possess ability, promote learning,
crafts, agriculture, and commerce. Recite this blessed verse:
“Say: I ask of you no recompense for it; my recompense is only
with God, the Lord of all worlds.” And another verse: “Or
dost thou ask of them tribute? But the tribute of thy Lord is
better.”

He saith: When ye arise to serve the Truth and become the
means of guidance, seek ye no reward or wage, for your reward
and recompense is with God.

Be not, then, sorrowful; be not disheartened by the assaults
of the oppressors and the people of aggression. This is the
wont of the heedless; this is the manner and conduct of the
foolish. “Verily, Our hosts—they shall assuredly be victorious”
is certain and irrevocable. “They desire to extinguish the light
of God with their mouths; but God refuseth aught save to
perfect His light, though the unbelievers be averse.”

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Let this letter be transcribed in a fair hand by Jinab-i-Mirza
‘Ali-Akbar Milani, and disseminate it throughout all regions.

BRL ATE#157x, ADMS#065i11x

drsF e 3 5 il ol 0L
G e et Gl e 51 025,
SUELOP o5 s S 5L ol el
als Gbls by sl Glasle als Ols b
O 5 CoMW s Caie 5 Ol £
5y sl o 1y Sl sl o) 5 sl
S I (FPSINI RPN P NI BN
S gl e ALE 01 G a5 Al

B

e g Al G Ced O abe i
s ki o 5 ) AaS Sl

C/AN‘JDJLQ:' >0

5 OUL Jolls s ) wile 0932 0L
oMk ols ) 43 Ko &5 Slyse ol
b Bk O 5 Ol 25 ST 5 ) i)
Ity O Oy Sl o5 5 R0 05U
EIR3Y f o NI df\u Bl & g

0y 50 o5
e d ) e

L2 33 81 e e Ol 1y asb )
A3 GBI a3 JL) 5 e 0 80 (2

BRL_ DAK#0580, MMK6#203,
PYM.114bx, MSHR4.398x, MUHI.0526x,
MJDF.122

ABU3592

Words spoken in 1921 in Haifa/Akka

I am so fatigued the hour is come when I must leave everything

and take My flight. I am too weary to walk.

GPB.310x, PAB.004
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Words spoken ca. Nov. 1921 in Haifa

What blessing is greater than the joy of the friends!

A person must be either a bestower or a recipient. Then they
said that all created things are both bestowers and recipients.
For example, this lamp in terms of light is a bestower that be-
stows light, and it itself also receives bounty from the wick and
oil and becomes a recipient. Similarly, this cycle and chain con-
tinues until it reaches God, and God, exalted be His grandeur,
is the Bestower and not a recipient.
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Words spoken ca. Nov. 1921 in Haifa

This is the handwriting of Jinab-i-Zayn. Jinab-i-Zayn was a
scribe of the Blessed Beauty. Any Tablet that is in his hand-
writing is accurate and correct.
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To: Mr Smart
Date: 1921-Nov-02

Praise be to God that for a long time you have been successful
in rendering outstanding services in Iran and are a well-wisher
of Iran and Iranians. The Baha'is are extremely grateful for
your justice and kindness and record your esteemed name in
the annals of days, especially Jinab-i-Bagirov who is enchanted
and grateful to you. The Baha’is are free from all prejudices,
are well-wishers of the human world, are lovers of justice and
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good governance, and praise these qualities from whichever
government or nation they may emerge. They conduct them-
selves according to these verses of Rumi:

“The branch of the rose, wherever it may grow, is still a rose
The vessel of wine, wherever it may ferment, is still wine

If the sun should rise from the West

It is still the sun itself, not something else.”

i Therefore, all are enchanted by your character, as you are a

well-wisher of Iran and Iranians. It is hoped that in the future,
neighborly relations and goodwill between you and the Iranians
will become firm and strong in utmost friendship, unity and
benevolence.

Iran is desolate and in need of well-wishers both internal and
external. Therefore, every capable well-wisher should strive for
the prosperity of Iran and Iranians. If sincere assistance, love
and true goodwill are shown, the Baha’is will offer thanks and
not forget, for they are appreciative and have been trained thus.
In the station of faithfulness, they have sacrificed thousands of
lives and hastened to the divine altar of sacrifice. This itself is
proof of the Baha’is’ sincerity and faithfulness, for they have
no ulterior motives. They are enchanted with the progress of
the human world and have proclaimed the unity of mankind.
They desire harmony between East and West so that religious,
political, racial and economic prejudices may all be eliminated
and human unity may spread, so that desolate Iran may also
become prosperous through the assistance of well-wishers.

The point is that the Baha’is are servants of the human
world and captivated by justice and wisdom, well-wishers of
the world’s leaders, enchanted by radiant countenance and
attracted to the character of well-wishers. Therefore, they
await the time when the just ones, the civilized ones, the
wise ones, the enlightened ones and the conscientious ones
will show consideration for the condition of Iran and Iranians

so that comfort, ease, progress and order may be achieved.

They have hope in those of lofty resolve, and I request that
when the new leader arrives honorably in Tehran, you would
convey, on behalf of this supplicant and seeker of faithfulness,
the utmost respect, reverence and honor.
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AB02330

To: Baha’i Friends in Korea et al., in South Korea

Date: 1921-Nov-05

O my heavenly children! Your cordial and sincere greetings o W& o® (B v&- St el o

have reached me and have brought to me great spiritual happi-
ness. Praise be to God that you have been guided by His light
towards the Son Truth,. Praise be unto Him that He hath
given you eternal life and celestial illumination.

You are fresh flowers and herbs planted by the Hand of provi-
dence in the garden of the spirit. My hope is that through the
heat of the Sun of Truth and the outpourings of the clouds of
mercy ye may progress day by day so that each one of you may
become a blissful tree thick with leaves and flowers and fruit
that this tree of your existence may cast its shade over many

people.

The bounties of the Abha Kingdom are the same as the rays of
Sun of Truth: they illumine earth and heaven, they transform
a small star into a shining luminary, and they change an atom
into a mountain. They give strength to the weak and healing
to the sick; they confer heavenly treasures upon the poor and
raise the lowly to ranks of eternal honour. They enable those

in darkness to become enlightened.

O friends of God! The portals of Heaven are open, the lights of
God are beaming brightly, the call of the Lord hath been raised
to summon humanity to come closer to the heavenly world and
enable them all to have a new spirit and a new life. My heart

and spirit are with you always.
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AB09513

To: Agnes B Alexander, in Tokyo
Date: 1921-Nov-05

O thou herald of the Kingdom of God! Thy letter was received
and brought the utmost joy. Praise be to God, the confirma-
tions of the Abha Kingdom arrived and thou didst become the
cause of guidance to souls. My hope is that in Korea thou wilt
raise high the standard of the Most Great Guidance. Convey
also my utmost kindness to Mr. Roy. I have the utmost love
for him and I shall pray for heavenly blessings for him.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

JWTA.016-017

AB11657

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih
Date: 1921-Nov-06

O remembrance of that luminous lamp! The biography and ser-
vices of that illustrious person, His Holiness ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar,
has been issued from the Pen of the Covenant and sent to you.
When you read that article, you will raise your head in pride
to the heavens, for it has shone forth from the House of the
Covenant and will endure forever.

‘Abdu’l-Baha is kind to all the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful. I beseech God that each one may conduct herself
according to the teachings of the Blessed Beauty, that she
may be the essence of sanctity and become a sign of holiness
- that is, the mercy of the Lord - and become detached
from the world and all who dwell therein, and from both
worlds be gathered at His threshold in complete humility,
submissiveness, and self-effacement, that she may become a
guardian at the Threshold of the Lord God. May she follow
the way of Her Holiness Mary and walk in the footsteps
of Fatimih-Zahra, and in selfless sacrifice emulate Tahirih.
Consider how these blessed souls were free from every idle
fancy and detached from all imaginings. They had no purpose
save sacrifice and were detached from all limitations.
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Well then, today the handmaidens of the All-Merciful must
have spirituality, radiance, the fervor of the love of God, and

firmness and steadfastness. This is the cause of eternal glory.

As for other matters, some patience is needed. Haste causes
confusion and destruction and is contrary to wisdom. Observe
how much women have progressed. Now we must act in such
a way that all hearts are directed toward teaching, for today

we must teach with wisdom. This is the cause of eternal glory.

This is the cause of exaltation. This is the cause of nearness
to the Court of the Divine Unity.

Well then, it has been written repeatedly that you should take
one hundred tumans from His Holiness Amin and renovate and
establish the sacred grave of the Hand of the Cause of God
Jinab-i-Ibn-i-Abhar. Do not delay at all. This is essential. And
choose one of his children and send them here to be educated
in the schools under ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s supervision.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01560

To: Mirza Muhammad Tabrizi, in Baghdad
Date: 1921-Nov-06

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! This title brings joy and
delight, for today steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament
proves that one is in all degrees firm, dignified, obedient and
submissive to the manifest Light. Though the tests are severe
and souls are weak, the loved ones of Iraq are, in the sight of
Abdul-Baha, in perfect harmony. Such is my hope, and in the
midnight hour I weep and implore, beseeching for them the
favors of the Blessed Beauty and seeking renewed and mighty
confirmation.

The contents of your letter brought joy and spiritual ecstasy,
for it indicated that the arrows of calumny from the foolish
did not reach their target of established slander. Glory be
to God! How many temples have the Christians, how many
mosques have the Jews, and how many temples have the an-
cient Chaldeans between Basra and Baghdad! And the Shi’ites
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consider all these groups to be idolaters, yet they do not inter-
fere with any of them. However, because this house is associ-
ated with the Baha’is, they have risen up with utmost perse-
cution. The reason is that while they may outwardly oppose
these others, inwardly they are in agreement, hence there is no
dispute or contention between them.

“Birds of a feather flock together, Dove with dove, and hawk
with hawk.”

Fierce wolves are in harmony with each other, but when an
innocent lamb appears among them, they all attack. In any
case, praise be to God, the evil consequences of these intrigues
and whispers will ultimately return upon themselves, and their
scheming will recoil upon their own necks.

Convey my respectful greetings to Shukri Effendi and say: We
are people of the Qur’an, we are believers in the Messenger of
God, peace be upon Him. We are firm in the Covenant and
Testament, and in this path we sacrifice our lives. We believe
in all the Prophets, making no distinction between any of His
Messengers. For our faith is real, not metaphorical; it is based
on investigation, not blind imitation. If oppressors should at-
tack us with drawn swords and say “Either deny Muhammad,
the Messenger of God, peace be upon Him, or we will behead
you with this sword,” we would cry out under the sword: “We
bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of God, that
He is the Greatest Sign and the Word that comprehends all
divine meanings, that He is the supreme gift mentioned in all
the scriptures, psalms and tablets. May my soul be sacrificed
for Him!”...
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AB10851

To: Muttahidih, Yusif son of Mulla Isma’il Kashani, in Hamadan

Date: 1921-Nov-06

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Praise be to God that
the supplications of Abdu’l-Baha to the Abha Kingdom were
accepted at the Divine Threshold...
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2 Praise be to God that the students of the Mawhibat School did

well in their examinations, and this became the cause of Abdu’l-
Baha’s joy. And convey on my behalf kindness, consideration
and respect to the honored teacher, the wife of Fadil.
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AB11621

Cablegram
To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1921-Nov-08

How is situation and health of friends?
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AB01733

To: Ali Mumtazi
Date: 1921-Nov-09

O herald of truth! Your letter arrived and from its contents it
became known that you wandered lost and bewildered through
Jasb and Naraq, becoming intimate and harmonious with the
lovers of the Luminary of the Horizons. And you praised the
friends in such a way that it adorned the gathering of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. The Turkish poet says:

“Sometimes He makes me a prisoner of sorrowful exile, some-
times a companion of grief. I know not what to do with this
self-willed Beloved”

[repeated in Persian:] That is to say: “At one time He maketh
me the captive of a grievous exile, and at another He maketh
me the companion of sorrow and affliction. I know not what I
am to do with that Beloved Who doeth as He pleaseth.”

In any case, you too are sometimes in Iraq and sometimes in
Naraq, with utmost longing spending your days in homeless
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exile. So joy be unto you, and gladness, and delight and happi-
ness! The endeavor of Dr. Fath’u’llah Khan in establishing the
boys’ and girls’ school is worthy of the confirmations of the All-
Merciful, and the initiative and dedication of the teacher Aqa
Siyyid Abu’l-Qasim deserves endless favors. And the teach-
ing and training by the lamp of love, the maidservant of God
Tal’at, is worthy of every praise.

Convey my greetings to Aqa Hashim and Aqa Fath’u’llah, two
pearls of the shell of guidance. The daughters of the most il-
lustrious Shaykh - the maidservant of God Shari’ah, the maid-
servant of God Ma’sumih, and the maidservant of God Rubab
- are in truth cherished handmaidens of the Blessed Beauty.
They should open their eloquent tongues in teaching with per-
fect wisdom and become attractive through deeds that draw
hearts, but they should not violate propriety. The time for
attaining presence will come.

i Praise be to God, His Honor Mashhadi Hasan-‘Ali has estab-

lished an illustrious family. It is hoped that each one will ap-
pear as a tree and sapling in the Abha Paradise in the utmost
freshness and grace. And may God bestow favor and blessing
upon Janab-i-Ni’matu’llah and Nusrat Khanum. And I be-
seech God that Janab-i-Aga Muhammad-‘Ali-Aga may shine
so brightly in Naraq that he illumines Iraq, but he must act
with wisdom. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06867

To: Professor Shirazi, in Bombay
Date: 1921-Nov-09

O confidant of the Covenant!

Divine favors encompass you and the confirmations of the Lu-
minary of Effulgence arrive successively. Abdul-Baha, in ut-
most supplication and devotion, begs that the ancient power
and might bestow a new confirmation, and that the Beauty of
the Desired One manifest a wondrous appearance. And this is
that the spiritual friends offer the highest praise of your char-
acter, conduct and speech. I too have strong hopes that you
will become a confirmed soul and an illumined spirit.
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Therefore, if there is no obstacle or hindrance, and it is easily
possible, put on the garment of presence and attain the honor
of visiting the Sacred Threshold and become the companion
of Abdul-Baha, and if possible make a journey to America as
well.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08063

To: Shaykh Muhsin Naimi Naini (Dabir Muaid)
Date: 1921-Nov-09

O distinguished secretary!

The Ever-Living, the All-Powerful has praised the prince of
the city of wisdom and composition. This name and title shall
have wondrous effects in its wake that will leave every prince
and secretary bewildered and enchanted. That renowned one
of the Concourse on High shall shine forth like the radiant
moon and become the joy of both worlds. This bounty shall
manifest in his lineage like flowers and tulips.

Now thou hast been addressed by the Pen of the Covenant as
Dabir-Mu’ayyad (Confirmed Secretary). My hope is that thou
too shalt become a wave of that ocean and attain the highest
zenith.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

LOIR20.167-168
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AB10379

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran
Date: 1921-Nov-09

O wanderer of mountain and desert in the path of the Most
Glorious Beauty and herald of the Covenant! Your letter of the
ninth of Muharram 1340 was received. You had written that
“to praise oneself is to abandon praise.” However, the praise
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha must not be abandoned, for it is most concise
and beneficial, free from prolixity and verbosity - and that is
‘Abdu’l-Baha. This is the decisive word, and it is my reality,
my essence, my identity, my being, my self, my spirit, my flesh,
my blood, my bones, and the ultimate goal of my hopes....
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AB02214

To: Abbas Qabil, in Abadih
Date: 1921-Nov-10

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter dated 19 Dhi’l-
Qa’dih 1339 was received. Praise be to God, it conveyed spiri-
tual feelings and divine attraction. Thou hadst asked whether
it is permissible to establish two Spiritual Assemblies in one
city. Although these assemblies are solely for the purpose of
diffusing divine fragrances and promoting the divine teachings,
and not Houses of Justice, yet if they become multiple it will
cause discord, and from discord a thousand difficulties will ap-
pear. The assemblies of the friends of God are all spiritual and
luminous. Wherever and whenever the friends gather together
and with complete joy and fragrance perfume their nostrils
with the fragrances of the All-Merciful, that assembly is lumi-
nous.

O honored Qabil! We must recite the Persian and Arabic Hid-
den Words day and night, and implore and supplicate that
we may act according to these divine counsels. These sacred
words were revealed for action, not just for hearing. In any
case, when ‘Abdu’l-Baha looks at his own deeds, he becomes in-
finitely ashamed and embarrassed, nay rather, disgusted with
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himself. Therefore, we must all pray for each other and seek
assistance and favor, that we may be enabled to act accord-
ing to the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed Beauty.
But you must act with utmost gentleness. When the beloved
Habib the Carpenter wished to prevent the misbelievers from
idol worship, he attributed misbelief to himself, saying “Why
should I not worship Him Who has created me and to Whom
ye shall be brought back?” But his intention was “Why do ye
not worship Him Who created you?” He attributed misbelief
to himself so it would not be harsh to their ears. This was his
method of instruction.
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AB11246
Cablegram

To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1921-Nov-12

He who sits with leper catches leprosy. He who is with Christ
shuns Pharisees and abhors Judas Iscariots. Certainly shun
violators. Inform Goodall, True and Parsons telegraphically.
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AB11622

Cablegram
To: Roy C Wilhelm, in New York
Date: 1921-Nov-12

I implore health from divine bounty.
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To: Baha’is of Tihran
Date: 1921-Nov-13

O merciful friends! In Baghdad, all the people continuously
attacked the honored House - the clergy, officials and common
folk - attempting through various schemes to seize this circum-
ambulation place of the Supreme Concourse. Since there was
no deed of ownership in hand, and the deed was in the name
of one of the friends who had passed away, the oppressors first
claimed that the owner of the house - meaning that purchaser -
died without heirs, therefore this house belongs to the govern-
ment. And in the government office, according to the religious
court ruling, they decreed that this house was without owner
and appropriated.

2 A telegram was sent from Haifa to Baghdad and by divine favor
we had this ruling annulled. This was purely through divine
confirmations, otherwise there was no document in hand.

When the clergy, officials and people saw themselves disap-
pointed and at a loss, they brought forward someone claiming
to be the heir of the house’s owner Haji Muhammad Husayn
Isfahani. Again the court ruled in favor of inheritance and
all testified to this. And ‘Abdu’l-Baha was alone and unique,
without helper or assistant, while the turbaned ones were at
the height of wickedness and the officials at the extreme of op-
pression and enmity, and the masses of fanatics were attacking.
Consider how difficult the situation was, with no document in
hand. Despite this, through the confirmations of the Beloved
of the horizons and the success granted by the Luminary of
Dawn, the morning of victory arose and the Sun of bounty
shone forth. All became humiliated, defeated and despairing.

And I addressed myself saying: “O oppressed one, mounted
alone charge against the ranks of the world!” And by coinci-
dence a new government had formed in Iraq and was compelled
to appease the people. All cried out that this is not a house - it
is the Kaaba of the Baha’is and the sanctuary of the misguided
ones. Therefore the government must demolish this edifice so
that the foundation of the Baha’is may be scattered to the
winds. I turned to the Most Glorious Kingdom and said: “O
Lord! I am alone and unique, therefore grant victory!”

5 Now praise be to God, the hand of the aggressive people’s do-
minion was cut short and the assault of the oppressors was
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broken. The dawn of fortune arose for that edifice and court,
and the darkness of the tyrannical ones’ dominion was trans-
formed by the light of the victory and triumph of the oppressed
ones. Therefore give thanks to God for how He has assisted
His loved ones in this mighty matter and granted them success
in this momentous affair. Convey to all the divine friends the
Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings.

QUL (Ml sy es Ol 5 0Ly O

26 228 Sln Olgllin & 5 3
o3 5 il I s o ol s
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QT105.2.313, RHQM1.324-325 (395) (235)).
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AB04150

To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt
Date: 1921-Nov-13

O thou beloved of the heart! I thank God for that He ordered
for thee thine affairs aright and that He aided thee by a com-
pany of the Concourse on high. Then, thou directed thy steps
to the further side of the valley and thine arrival at it hath
been the wafting of the breezes of His loving-kindness and the
descent of the showers of guidance over the abodes and hills to
which thou hast returned. They, then, have vibrated, grown,
sprung forth with anemones, and have been clad with verdure
from husks and fragrant leaves. The birds of holiness, chanted
in those gardens and the lions of knowledge roared in these
jungles.

The hearts have been influenced by the breaths of thine ut-
terance; the ears have been delighted by these melodies; the
eyes have been cheered from beholding the verses of the ten-
der mercies of thy Lord; and the souls have been made aware
of the Hidden Secret and the Treasured Symbol. Blessed art
thou, blessed art thou for this most great bounty! Happy art
thou, happy art thou for this most great endeavor! Thou didst
return victorious and triumphant; thou didst bequeath unto
Us joy and gladness, and thou hast become of those that give
praise and art grateful.

Until now, however, We received no news from thee concerning
that which have been manifested and diffused and concerning
the souls whose eyes wert gladdened by gazing on the signs
of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the Merciful. I beseech God
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that He may assist thee to render a greater service than this.
He, verily, is the Helper, the Aider, the All-Bountiful.

AB00024

Lawh-i-’Ahd va Mithaq (Last Tablet to America)
To: Baha’is of the United States
Date: 1921-Nov-14

O divine friends! ‘Abdu’l-Baha is occupied day and night in
remembrance of you, for the friends of God are precious in
the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. In the early dawn I supplicate the
Kingdom of God and beseech for you the outpourings of the
Holy Spirit, that you may become brilliant lamps, shine with
the light of guidance, and dispel the darkness of error. Rest
assured that the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom will arrive
successively. The Tree of Life has begun to grow anew through
the divine springtime, the rain from heaven, and the warmth of
the Sun of Reality. Soon it will put forth blossoms and flowers,
yield leaves and fruit, and cast its shadow over East and West.
This Tree of Life is the Book of the Covenant.

But in these days in America fierce winds have surrounded the
Lamp of the Covenant to extinguish this brilliant Light and
uproot this Tree of Life. Certain weak souls, motivated by
self-interest and unaware, have been shaken by the earthquake
of hatred and enmity, and have striven to obliterate God’s
Covenant and Testament and to muddy the clear waters that
they might catch fish in troubled waters. They have risen in
rebellion against the Center of the Covenant, exactly like the
Babis who attacked the Blessed Beauty. At every moment they
spread a new calumny, each day they make a new excuse, and
secretly they cast doubts, so that the Covenant of Baha'u’llah
might be completely effaced in America.

O divine friends! Be wakeful, be wakeful! Be vigilant, be
vigilant! The Bab took a covenant from all the Babis con-
cerning the appearance of “Him Whom God shall make man-
ifest” and the dawning of the lights of Baha’u’llah, that they
should believe and be assured, arise to serve, and promote the
Word of God. Afterward, the Babis, such as Mirza Yahya and
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many others, arose against the Blessed Beauty, fabricated var-
ious calumnies, cast doubts in people’s minds, and from the
books of the Bab which were all about “Him Whom God shall
make manifest,” they attempted to prove Baha’u’llah false.
Every day they would write and circulate treatises against
Baha’u’llah, throwing people into confusion and disturbance.
They arose with utmost persecution and oppression against
Baha’u’llah while claiming to be firm in the Bab’s Covenant,
until the lights of the Bab’s Covenant illumined the horizons
and all faithful believers were delivered from the darkness of
the Babis’ violation and became illumined like brilliant lamps.

The Blessed Beauty, in all His Tablets and Epistles, forbade
the sincere and steadfast loved ones from consorting and associ-
ating with the violators of the Covenant of the Bab, enjoining
that no soul should draw nigh unto them; for their breath is
even as the venom of the serpent, which instantly destroyeth.
Among other utterances, He saith in the Hidden Words: “Trea-
sure the companionship of the righteous and withdraw both
heart and hand from fellowship with the wicked.”

5 And addressing the loved ones, He saith: Let it be known unto

thee that ere long Satan, clothed in the garb of man, shall
enter that land, and shall seek, through selfish promptings and
satanic footsteps, to turn aside the loved ones of the Beauty
of the All-Glorious from the straight Path of might, and to
deprive them of the holy shore of the Sovereign of Unity. This
is among the hidden tidings whereof We have apprised the
chosen ones, lest, through association with those embodiments
of hatred, they be debarred from the station of praise.

It is therefore incumbent upon all the loved ones of God that,
from whomsoever they perceive the odour of hatred toward
the Beauty of the All-Glorious, they should hold themselves
aloof, though he should speak forth all the verses and lay hold
upon all the Books. Until He—exalted be His Name—saith:
Let them, then, with the utmost vigilance, guard themselves,
lest they be ensnared in the net of deceit and guile. This is the
counsel of the Pen of destiny.

And in another address He saith: To turn away from such per-
sons hath been, and will ever remain, the nearest path to the
good-pleasure of God; for their breath is like unto a spreading
poison.

And in another address He saith: O Kazim! Close thine eyes
to the people of the world, and drink the water of life of divine
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knowledge from the youths of the All-Merciful. Incline not
thine ear unto the vain and idle words of the manifestations of
Satan; for, in this Day, the satanic manifestations are seated
in ambush upon the path of the might of Unity, and by every
device and stratagem they hinder the people. Ere long thou
shalt behold the people of the Bayan turning away from the
Manifestation of the All-Merciful.

And in another address He saith: Let them strive with all
diligence to preserve their souls; for the devils shall appear in
diverse garments, and shall approach each soul according to his
own way, until they behold him become like unto themselves,
and then shall leave him to himself.

And in another address He saith: Whensoever ye inhale from
any soul the odour of rancour toward the Youth, turn away
from him, though he should appear invested with the asceti-
cism of the first and the last, or should arise to the worship of
both worlds.

Likewise, in another address He saith: O Mahdi! Let all be
apprised of these words, and turn away from the manifestations
of the infernal abyss, the dawning-places of Nimrod, the day-
springs of Pharaoh, the sources of tyranny, and the settings of
idolatry. And likewise He saith:

“Say: O My loved ones, and then My chosen ones! Hearken
unto the call of this Beloved, imprisoned in this Most Great
Prison. Should ye find in anyone even the least—Iless than can
be reckoned—scent of turning away, then turn away from him,
and thereafter shun him,” until He saith: “for they are the
manifestations of Satan.”

And in another address He saith: Keep your gaze fixed upon
the Most Great Horizon. Ere long the foul odours of wicked
souls shall pass over that region. God willing, in those days ye
shall remain preserved.

In the Gospel of Matthew, in the eighteenth chapter, the sixth
verse, His Holiness Christ saith: “Whoso shall offend one of
these little ones which believe in Me, it were better for him
that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he were
drowned in the depth of the sea. Woe unto the world because
of offences! for it must needs be that offences come; but woe to
that man by whom the offence cometh! Wherefore if thy hand
or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from thee:
it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather
than having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting
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fire. And if thine eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from
thee.”

And in the twenty-first chapter of the Gospel of Matthew, verse
thirty-eight, He saith: “But when the husbandmen saw the son,
they said among themselves, This is the heir; come, let us kill
him, and let us seize on his inheritance. And they caught him,
and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.”

Likewise, in the twenty-second chapter, the fourteenth verse,
He saith: “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

And in the blessed Writings, in the Tablets of His Holiness
Baha’u’llah, in a thousand passages assuredly, mention hath
been made of this matter, and maledictions have been pro-
nounced upon the violators of the Covenant. Some of those
heavenly words shall now be cited.

In any case, all the friends in America know that the founders
of this corruption, namely the violation of the Covenant, are
souls whose intentions are known to all the divine friends.
Glory be to God! Despite this, they are deceived by them.
Praise be to God, you know with utmost clarity that Christ
was the embodiment of love and kindness, yet there were souls
like Judas Iscariot who, through their own actions, separated
themselves from Christ. So what blame was upon Christ? Now
the violators have claimed that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is autocratic and
expels people and excommunicates like the Pope. This is ab-
solutely not true. Every soul who separated did so through
their own actions, intrigues, and promptings, thus depriving
themselves. If this objection is raised against ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
then they must object to the Blessed Beauty Himself, who ex-
plicitly and decisively forbade the friends from associating and
consorting with the violators among the people of the Bayan.

Prayer:

O Lord of the Covenant! O Luminary of the horizons! The
oppressed ‘Abdu’l-Baha has fallen into the hands of those who
appear as sheep but are in reality ravenous wolves. They
perpetrate every injustice and destroy the foundation of the
Covenant while claiming to be Baha’is. They strike at the root
of the Tree of the Covenant yet count themselves as oppressed,
like the Babis who broke the Covenant of the Bab and from
six directions shot arrows of accusations and calumnies at Thy
blessed Temple, yet with such great tyranny considered them-
selves oppressed. Now this servant at Thy threshold has also
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fallen prey to oppressors who every hour devise new schemes
and stratagems and cast new accusations. O Thou the Most
Glorious! Protect the mighty stronghold of Thy Cause from
these thieves and preserve the lamps of Thy Kingdom from
these contrary winds.

O Thou the Most Glorious! ‘Abdu’l-Baha did not rest for a
moment until he raised up Thy Cause and the banner of the
Kingdom of Abha waved throughout all regions. Now certain
souls have arisen with intrigues and promptings to bring down
this manifest standard in America. But my hope is in Thy con-
firmations. Leave me not alone, friendless, and oppressed. As
Thou hast promised both verbally and in writing that Thou
wouldst protect this gazelle of the desert of Thy love from
the attack of the dogs of hatred and enmity, and wouldst de-
liver this oppressed lamb from the claws and teeth of ferocious
wolves. I await the manifestation of Thy favors and the ful-
fillment of Thy decisive promise. Thou art the true Protector
and Thou art the Lord of the Covenant. Therefore, protect this
lamp which Thou hast lit from these violent winds. O Thou
the Most Glorious! I have forsaken the world and all who dwell
therein, and I am heartbroken and grieved by the unfaithful.
Like a frightened bird in the cage of this world, I flutter my
wings, and each day I long to soar to Thy Kingdom. O Thou
the Most Glorious! Let me drink the cup of martyrdom and
deliver me, free me from these afflictions, trials, impacts, and
hardships. Thou art the Helper, the Supporter, the Protector,
and the Sustainer.

Some of the writings, prayers and verses of the Blessed Beauty
which forbid association with Covenant-breakers are recorded
here. In a Persian prayer He says: “Protect this servant from
the doubts of those souls who have turned away and are de-
prived of the ocean of Thy knowledge. O my God, my God!
Protect Thy servant through Thy bounty and generosity from
the evil of Thine enemies who have broken Thy Covenant and
Testament.”

And in another place He says: “O my Lord and the Desire
of my heart! By Thy power, protect this weak one from the
croaking of the crows.” (The crow refers to the calf of the
Children of Israel)

And likewise He says: “You have considered My enemy to be
your beloved, and have taken My foe for your friend.”
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And likewise He says: “The company of the wicked increaseth
sorrow, while fellowship with the righteous cleanseth the rust
from off the heart. He that seeketh to commune with God,
let him betake himself to the companionship of His loved ones;
and he that desireth to hearken unto the word of God, let him
give ear to the words of His chosen ones.”

And likewise He says: “Consort not with the ungodly, seek
not fellowship with them, for the companionship of the wicked
changeth the light of life into the fire of remorse. If thou seekest
the things of the Spirit, consort with the righteous, for they
have drunk from the eternal cup of the Immortal Cupbearer.”

 And likewise He says: “The source of all degradation is to leave

the shadow of the Merciful and enter the shadow of Satan.”

And likewise He says: “O servants! There is naught in this
heart except the effulgences of the splendor of the morn of
Meeting with Him, and it uttereth no word save the truth
from your Lord. Therefore, follow not your desires, and violate
not God’s Covenant, nor break His Testament. With steadfast
hearts, with dilated breasts and eloquent tongues, turn ye unto
Him. Be not of those who are foolish.”

And likewise He says: “Ye have forgotten God’s Covenant and
violated His Testament.”

And likewise He says: “If anyone comes to you with the book
of the wicked, cast it behind you. Among the people are those
who have broken the Covenant, and among them are those who
have followed what was ordained by the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise. Not My imprisonment, nor the tribulations I suffer at
the hands of Mine enemies, but the deeds of them who claim
to love Me and yet perpetrate what causeth My heart and
My Pen to groan, have afflicted Me. They indeed are of the
mischief-makers.”

- And from the tongue of the Covenant-breakers He says: “I

have established pulpits for Thy mention and the exaltation
of Thy Word and the manifestation of Thy Cause, yet I have
ascended them to proclaim the violation of Thy Covenant and
Testament.”

And likewise He says: “Take what ye have been commanded
and follow not those who have broken God’s Covenant and
Testament. These indeed are of those who are astray.”

And likewise He says: “Those who violated God’s Covenant
in His commandments and turned back on their heels - these
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are of the people of error before the Self-Sufficient, the Most
High.”

And likewise He says: “Those who have fulfilled God’s
Covenant are the most exalted of creation before the True
One, the Most High. Those who have been heedless are
verily of the people of fire before thy Lord, the Almighty, the
Unconstrained.”

And likewise He says: “Blessed is the servant who hath be-
lieved, and the handmaiden who hath believed, and woe to the
misbelievers who have broken God’s Covenant and Testament
and turned away from My straight path.”

36 And likewise He says: “I beseech Thee not to disappoint me

from what is with Thee and what Thou hast ordained for Thy
chosen ones who have not broken Thy Covenant and Testa-
ment. Say: Die in your wrath! He hath come at Whose advent
the foundations of the world have trembled and the feet have
stumbled except those who have not broken their Covenant
and who follow what God hath revealed in the Book.”

And likewise He saith: “Verily, he who is adorned with the
mantle of faithfulness between earth and heaven is praised by
the Concourse on High, and he who breaketh the Covenant is
cursed by the dominion of earth and heaven.”

And likewise He saith: “Take what hath been revealed unto
thee with such strength as would frustrate the hands of the
infidels who have broken God’s Covenant and His Testament,
and have turned away from His Countenance.”

And likewise He saith: “O Yahya! The Book hath come, take
hold of it with the strength from Us, and follow not those who
have broken God’s Covenant and His Testament, and have
denied what hath been sent down from the presence of the
Mighty, the All-Knowing.”

And likewise He saith: “I have arisen this day, O my God,
within the embrace of Thy great mercy, and have taken up
the Pen to make mention of Thee, by Thy power, with such
remembrance as shall be as light unto the righteous and as fire
unto the wicked who have broken Thy Covenant, turned away
from Thy signs, and cast behind their backs the living waters
which have appeared by Thy command and flowed from the
finger of Thy will.”

And likewise in a Tablet to ‘Abdu’l-Baha He saith: “O My
Most Great Branch! Thy letter hath come before the Wronged
One, and We have heard thy communion with God, the Lord
of the worlds. We have made thee a shelter for all mankind,
a protection for all who dwell in the heavens and on earth,
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and a fortress for those who have believed in God, the One,
the All-Informed. We beseech God to protect them through
thee, to enrich them through thee, to sustain them through
thee, and to inspire thee with that which shall be a wellspring
of wealth unto all created things, an ocean of bounty unto all
men, and the dayspring of grace unto all peoples. He is, verily,
the Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. We beseech Him
to water through thee the earth and all that is therein, that
there may spring from it the herbs of wisdom and utterance,
and the stalks of knowledge and understanding. He, verily, is
the Protector of whosoever turneth unto Him and the Helper
of those who commune with Him. There is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the All-Praised.” This Tablet should not
be copied, for some might exaggerate its significance.

My Lord! This is the Branch that hath sprung from the Tree
of Thy oneness and the Lote Tree of Thy unity. Thou seest
him, O my God, gazing unto Thee and clinging to the cord
of Thy bounties. Guard him, then, within the sanctuary of
Thy mercy. Thou knowest, O my God, that I desire for him
naught except that which Thou didst desire, and have chosen
him for no purpose save that which Thou hadst chosen him. Do
Thou assist him, then, with the hosts of earth and heaven, and
aid, O my God, whosoever aideth him, and choose whosoever
chooseth him, and uphold whosoever advanceth towards him.
Abandon, moreover, such as deny him and seek to harm him. O
Lord! Thou seest that at the revelation of Thy words, my pen
moveth and my limbs tremble. I beseech Thee by my ardor in
Thy love and my yearning to manifest Thy Cause, to ordain for
him and for them that love him that which Thou hast ordained
for Thy Messengers and the trustees of Thy Revelation. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

By God, O people! Mine eye and the eye of Ali weep in the
Supreme Horizon, and my heart and the heart of Muhammad
cry out in the Most Glorious Pavilion, and my soul and the
souls of the Messengers lament before those endued with under-
standing, if ye be of them that see. My sorrow is not for myself,
but for Him Who shall come after Me beneath the shadow of
My Cause with manifest sovereignty and clear proof, for these
people will not be pleased with His appearance, will deny His
signs, reject His sovereignty, contend with His Self, and deal
deceitfully with His Cause, even as they dealt with His Self in
these days, as ye do witness.

And likewise in a Tablet to ‘Abdu’l-Baha He saith: O Most
Mighty Branch! By the life of God, Thy tribulations have
grieved Me, but God will heal Thee and protect Thee, for
He is the best of helpers and the most excellent supporter.
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Glory be upon Thee and upon them that serve Thee and circle
around Thee. Woe and torment be upon him who opposeth
and injureth Thee. Blessed is he who befriendeth Thee, and
hell-fire for him who is Thine enemy.

And furthermore He saith: After the setting of the Sun of
Thy Testament from the horizon of Thy many Tablets, can
any feet stray from Thy Straight Path? We said: O Most
Exalted Pen! Thou must occupy thyself with that whereunto
thou hast been bidden by God, the Most High, the Most Great.
Ask not of that which melteth thy heart and the hearts of the
denizens of Paradise who circle round My wondrous Cause.
It behooveth thee not to be acquainted with that which We
have veiled from thee. Thy Lord is, verily, the Concealer, the
All-Knowing. Turn thy most luminous face toward the Most
Sublime Vision and say: O my Lord, the All-Merciful! Adorn
the heaven of utterance with the stars of steadfastness, faith-
fulness and truthfulness. Verily, Thou art powerful over what
Thou willest. There is none other God but Thee, the Ordainer,
the Gracious.

In light of these blessed utterances and the words of Christ, it
is clear and evident that one must associate with souls who are
firm in the Covenant and be intimate with the righteous, for
an evil companion causes the contagion of evil character, like
unto leprosy where it is impossible for one to associate and be
intimate with a leper without contracting the disease. This is
for protection and preservation.

» Consider this passage from the Gospel when Christ’s brothers

came to Him and said “These are Your brothers.” He replied
that His brothers were those who believed in God, and He
refused to associate and commune with His brothers.

. Similarly, Qurratu’l-Ayn, who was renowned throughout all

regions, when she believed in God and was attracted to the
divine fragrances, detached herself from her two elder sons be-
cause they did not believe, and never met with them again,
although they were her two capable sons. She would say that
all the beloved of God were her sons, but these two were not
her sons at all and she was detached from them.

Observe how the divine Gardener cuts off the dry or weak
branch from the good tree and grafts the branch of another tree
onto it - He both severs and unites. This is why Christ says
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that they shall come from all regions and enter the Kingdom,
while the children of the Kingdom shall be cast out.

Noah’s grandson Canaan was rejected by Noah while others
were accepted.

The brothers of the Blessed Beauty separated themselves from
Him, and the Blessed Beauty never met with them and would
say “This is the separation between you and me.” All of this
was not because the Blessed Beauty was exercising arbitrary
authority, but rather they, through their own deeds, actions
and words, deprived themselves of His favors and bounties.

Christ did not exercise arbitrary authority in the case of Judas
Iscariot and His own brothers, but they deprived themselves.

In brief, the purpose is that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is infinitely kind,
but disease is disease - leprosy is leprosy - what can He do?
Just as with physical diseases one must prevent association and
contagion and implement laws of hygiene, for communicable
physical diseases destroy the foundation of humanity, similarly
one must protect and preserve the blessed souls from foul odors
and deadly spiritual diseases. Otherwise, violation, like the
plague, will spread and all will perish. In the beginning of the
Ascension of the Blessed Beauty, the Center of violation was
alone, but gradually it spread, and this occurred because of
association and companionship.

BWF.429-438, GPB.250x, GPB.251x, GPB.309-310x%,
#994x, SW__v13#01 p.019-025, ABCC.450-451x

PDC.024x, BSC.551
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To: Edward T Hall, in Manchester
Date: 1921-Nov-1/4

O esteemed dear one! Your letter written to Aqa Mirza Lut-
fullah was noted. Praise be to God, it was clear evidence of
servitude at the threshold of Baha'u’llah. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ut-
most desire is that before His return to the Abha Kingdom, He
may witness souls who are the working army of the Abha King-
dom and who have attained such ancient grace that they are
the kindled lamps of the love of God, shedding light upon all
the world. This is such a mighty matter that it seems impossi-
ble to imagine, but through the favors of Baha’u’llah, a straw
becomes a mountain, a weak plant becomes a blessed tree, a
tiny bird becomes a great eagle, a drop becomes an ocean, a
seed forms a harvest, the deprived receives abundant portion,
darkness is transformed to light, the blind becomes seeing, and
the dead comes alive. Therefore our hope is in His grace and
favor, not in our own capacity and worthiness. When we look
to our own capacity we become hopeless, but when we see the
waves of His ocean of grace we become hopeful. This is why
Christ says “Blessed are the children for theirs is the Kingdom
of God.”

You had written asking how the temple of ‘Abdu’l-Baha en-
dures these hardships and difficulties. This physical and spiri-
tual existence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha was brought into being only to
be effaced and annihilated in the path of Baha’u’llah. Other-
wise what fruit is there from existence? Surely non-existence
would be better than such an existence. This is true love, this
is annihilation in the path of God....
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To: Committee of Spiritual Assembly of Tihran
Date: 1921-Nov-1/4

...0 ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! The initiative
you have taken in sending teachers to various regions is most
beloved and acceptable, and this is among the greatest services
to the Court of the Intended One, for it is the sowing of seeds
and the diffusion of divine fragrances. The structure of the
Cause gains strength through the sincerity of teachers and the
detachment of the devoted ones. The teachers are truly arrang-
ing battle lines at the frontiers and are an active army, not a
stationed force. Through the power of supreme guidance, they
conquer the fortresses and strongholds of hearts and perfume
the nostrils of the people of all regions with holy fragrances.
Blessed are they, and glad tidings be unto them from the Most
Glorious Kingdom.
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Words to the friends, spoken on 1921-Nov-19 in Haifa

Abdul-Baha opened the meeting by saying to Mr. Bosch:

“Although you are here with these assembled friends and can-
not speak with them nor they with you, yet you can speak with
one another through the heart. The language of the heart is
even more expressive than the language of the tongue and is
more truthful and has a wider reach and a more potent effect.”

Mr. Bosch said: “This is a wonderful spiritual experience - to
be here with the friends.”

Abdul-Baha then said: “When lovers meet it may be that they
cannot exchange a single word, yet with their hearts they speak
to one another. Thus do the clouds speak to the earth and
the rain comes down; the breeze whispers to the trees; the
sun speaks to the eyes of men. Although this is not actual
speech yet this is the way in which the hearts of the friends
talk together. It is the harmony between two persons, and this
is harmony is of the hearts. For instance, you were in America
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and I was in the Holy Land. Although our lips were still yet
with our hearts we were conversing together. The friends here
love you very much. They have a real attachment for you
although with the tongue they cannot express it.”

Mr. Bosch said: “I am very glad. I love them too.”

Abdul-Baha then said: “If this love is real and true, if it is
from the heart it will characterize itself by self-sacrifice. When
the attachment is superficial friends do not sacrifice themselves
even to the extent of a hair’s breadth.

“His holiness the Christ loved both his disciples and believ-
ers to such an extent that he sacrificed his life for them. His
holiness the Supreme (the Bab), loved the friends to such an
extent that he gave his life for them. The Blessed Beauty
(Baha’Ullah) loved the friends so much that for their sakes he
accepted a thousand difficulties and afflictions. Four times he
was exiled. He was banished from one place to another. His
properties were confiscated. He gave all - his family, his rela-
tives, his possessions. He accepted imprisonment, chains and
fetters. His holy person was imprisoned in the fortress of Acca
until the last moment of his life. He was made to suffer more
calamities, afflictions and difficulties than could be enumerated.
He had not a moment’s rest. He had not an hour’s comfort.
He was continually under the greatest hardships and ordeals.
What great persecutions he endured from his enemies! What
great afflictions he bore from his own relatives! He accepted
all these trials for our sakes so that he might educate us, so
that he might make us illumined, so that he might make us
heavenly, so that he might change our character, change our
lives, so that he might illumine our inmost self. All these trou-
bles he accepted for our sakes. He did indeed sacrifice his life
for us. This love is the real love. This is the inner attachment
and the genuine friendship. This is the love which sacrifices
one’s all, one’s life. This is the reality of love. He accepted all
these troubles.

“All this cannot be accomplished by merely talking. It cannot
be done by saying, ‘I love you,” or, “How is your health,” or,
“You are my beloved,” or, ‘You are esteemed.” This is not love.
This is an attachment that will break in the testing. This is
why one sees persons associating with one another, appearing
to be enwrapped with one another. Each seems to sacrifice
himself for the other. But when they part they become as
strangers. This is human love. It is not spiritual love; it is not
divine love; it has no real foundation and in the time of testing
it will fall and disappear.
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“If you should go to Persia and mingle with the friends there
and should be in the house of any one of the friends, and people
should come in to take you to kill you, you would then witness
how the owner of the house would sacrifice himself for you. He
would sacrifice himself for you rather than allow even one hair
of your head to be hurt. This is love! It has happened often
in Persia that the friends have sacrificed themselves for one
another. This has happened many times. This love is the love
of God.

“The King of Martyrs and the Beloved of Martyrs were two
souls who were greatly honored among the people. They were
very wealthy. They were extremely comfortable. The people
pillaged all their property. They put them in chains. They
put them in prison. The Shah of Persia decreed that they
should be killed; that they should either deny their faith or
be killed. The notables came to them and advised them to
renounce their faith. The friends came and advised them; even
the government advised them to recant so that they might
save their lives. But they would not deny. They continued to
cry aloud, ‘Ya Baha el Abha!l’” (O, Thou Glory of the Most
Glorious!) And so they were martyred.

“This is the love of God! This is the love of the heart! This is
divine love!”

SW_ v13#07 p.163-164, BSTW#482

AB09607

To: Baha’is of Stuttgart, Germany
Date: 1921-Nov-25

O faithful friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Mr. and Mrs. Bosch ar-
rived in the Holy Land and brought glad tidings of the utmost
freshness and grace - the tidings of the love, fellowship, attrac-
tion and enkindlement of the friends with the fire of the love
of God. This news brought infinite joy, for praise be to God
that the outpourings of grace from the Abha Kingdom have,
even as the showers of spring, refreshed and revived the region
of Stuttgart and bestowed beauty and freshness upon it. Some
of the friends there are so dedicated that they have already
gained admission into the Kingdom of God, have partaken of
the effusions of His imperishable bounty, and are now making
excellent progress day by day.
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2 O ye loved ones of God! In this fleeting world nothing shall
endure. All men put forth some degree of exertion for a brief
period but without result. They eventually take up their abode
in the city of silence, beneath layers of dust, motionless, worth-
less, fruitless and futile with lives utterly wasted. However, the
children of the Kingdom are engaged in sowing the seeds in
the field of truth so that they may gather a rich harvest, may
achieve everlasting grace and blessings, may partake of life eter-
nal, may reap incorruptible benefits and shine resplendent like
stars from the horizon of the Kingdom.

BBBD.624-625x, SW__ v13#09 p.236-237x, PAB.026x
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To: Julia Hauff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-Nov-25

O handmaid of God, Miss Julia Hoff who art attracted to the
Kingdom! The letter thou hadst written was noted, and like-
wise thy dear sister Miss Johanna Hoff was met. The contents
of the letter indicated that ye have been attracted to the King-
dom of God and set ablaze with the fire of the love of God.
Blessed art thou, and again blessed art thou, that thou hast
become intoxicated with this spiritual wine and enchanted by
the Beloved of the horizons.

Thy dear sister is truly a peerless maiden and in character a
bright candle. Indeed she is worthy and deserving of entry into
the Kingdom. My hope is that both thou and she will become
befitting servants of the Kingdom of God.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

BBBD.615

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sdg 0348 Q;(/ s édﬁb C);ﬁ.]w s 6!
o e Al i s 428 Sl
IV a0b O ganas 43S SBMs C2yla Ula gy
Aodd Bl & SUe Cloe § 3500 O
&éﬁl’f:%ﬁdﬁb‘&‘%ﬂé s s
Godd G v GBlogy fo3l ) 51 & K
Gedd GBI s Ostde

Fo 0 Cnl e b g Oy pls
s ohyy ot OO sy wle
5 Cwl O8s 3 Js il 5 Ol
25 B o SKhe fol,

w%\ "T‘Cj‘ &:J.CJ .

BBBD.614

104


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_13/Issue_9
https://bahai-library.com/shoghieffendi_blomfield_passing_abdulbaha
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AT/at-525.html

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov) AB12592
AB12468

To: Baha’is of Heilbronn

Date: 1921-Nov-25

To the assemblage of light! Sy o sl

Mr. and Mrs. Bosch have now arrived in the Holy Land. While
speaking in praise of the loved ones of God in Heilbronn, they

said: These spiritual souls are endowed with divine perfections.

Having renounced the world and all that is therein, they have
entered the heavenly Kingdom. Through the outpourings of
the grace of Baha’u’llah, they have blossomed like unto flowers

upon the meadows of truth, adorned with spiritual perfections.

This glad-tiding hath brought immense joy to the hearts of the
friends in the Holy Land, inasmuch as Heilbronn hath, praised
be God, become the city of the inmates of the Kingdom and the
dwelling-place of the angels of heaven. Indeed, heavenly souls
are as the angels of paradise and are as fragrant rose-buds
that burst open in this Garden. It is my earnest hope that
through the manifold favours of Baha'u’llah ye may become
more fragrant and flourishing day by day.

BBBD.620
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AB12592

To: Marie Hauff, in Stuttgart
Date: 1921-Nov-25

O thou who art attracted to the Kingdom of God!

Thy letter has been perused and thy dear daughter has arrived.

In reality this daughter of thine has absolute attachment to the
Kingdom of God. It is certain that she will make progress, rest
thou assured.

During the time she is here I will educate her, so that she may
be the cause of the enlightenment of others.

Mr. and Mrs. Bosch have arrived in the Holy Land and praised
and showed great love for you.
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The glory of God rest upon youl! 6‘(‘&‘ :lﬁl\ S 5
BBBD.617 BBBD.615-616
AB02100

Date: 1921

O seeker of truth! Your letter dated 1921 was received. One
who seeks truth must inevitably receive news of the truth
through some means. Now since you are a true seeker, as
soon as you saw mention of this blessed Cause in the Holland
newspaper, you began investigating the truth. We have writ-
ten for some treatises that have been translated into German
to be sent to you from Germany.

In brief, very dark clouds have surrounded the horizon of the
world. This is why you observe that all is war and strife, con-
flict and bloodshed. Humanity is in endless tribulation. In
such intense darkness, the Sun of Truth rose from the horizon
of Iran and cast its rays upon all regions. The rays of this Sun
are teachings that issued from the Supreme Pen, and you will
derive these teachings from the sacred tablets.

Among the teachings is the independent investigation of truth,
and among the teachings is that religion must be the cause
of fellowship, unity and oneness, not the cause of alienation.
If religion becomes the cause of bloodshed, it has no necessity
for the human world. And among the teachings is that religion
must conform to science and reason, not be superstitions that
reason can in no way verify.

There are many such teachings. Among the teachings is uni-
versal peace, the details of which are explained in the tablets.
You will become informed. These heavenly teachings issued
from the Supreme Pen fifty years ago and each one of these
teachings is at work, dawning upon general consciousness.
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In any case, after reading these treatises you will know that
the light of truth has shone with complete power in this very
dark time. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02869

Date: 1921 ca.

O friends! A time will come when I shall depart from among
you. I have done what needed to be done. To the extent of
my strength, I have served the Cause of Baha’u’llah. Day and
night throughout my life I have not rested. I am infinitely
eager to see the dear friends take responsibility for the blessed
Cause. It is time to call to the Abha Kingdom.

Today is the day of spirit and joy for the loved ones of God.
I have expended all my physical powers, and the spirit of my
life is the glad tidings of the unity of the people of Baha. I
have turned my ears to the east and west, to the south and
north, that I might take delight from the melody of love and
fellowship that rises from the gatherings of the friends.

My days of life are numbered and no joy remains for me. I
greatly desire to see the friends united like a string of gleam-
ing pearls and brilliant stars and radiant rays of the sun and
gazelles in one meadow. The mystic nightingale sings for them
- let them listen. The heavenly bird warbles - let them not
neglect it. The Abha call is loud - let them hasten to hear it.
The Herald of the Covenant summons - let them obey.

I am eagerly awaiting and longing for glad tidings to hear that
the friends are the embodiment of sincerity and truthfulness
and love and friendship and spirit and joy. Will the friends
not gladden my heart by these means? Will they not fulfill the
desire of my heart? Will they not act according to my wish?
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Will they not carry out my heartfelt yearnings? Will they not  ,ue J§ L ¢ e e dadd (S 5 o

heed my call? 1 wait, and with perfect patience I wait. ¢ s
GPB.309x, BNE.061x AYT.526, YHA2.982
ABU2501

Words to Mountfort Mills in 1921 in Haifa/Akka

In one prayer I could have health the remainder of my life, but
it is necessary for me to suffer to show to others that these
things can be borne and overcome. I must first undergo all the
hardships, then you will be able to. I must experience every
difficulty that I may teach you to do likewise.

A weak tree may stand if there are no winds to oppose it. But
the strong tree that withstands every attack has developed its
strength only through resisting wind and storm. A weak light
will go out with the slightest breeze but a torch only grows the
stronger as the storm attacks it.

I must be an example that you may learn to do the same,
resisting all difficulties that firmness and steadfastness may be
shown. Strength will be given to sustain work for God if the
purpose is to aid him.

PN_1909 p084, BSTW#339

ABU2876

Words to Mountfort Mills in 1921 in Haifa/Akka
Question/topic: Who was Jesus?

Jesus was a Manifestation of God. Everything of him pertained
to God. To know him was to know God. To have him was to
have God. To obey him was to obey God.

He was the source of all divine virtues. He was a vision of all
divine qualities. In this vision the light of the Sun of Reality
was reflected to the world. Through this mirror the Energy of

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 108


http://www.bahai.org/r/366481740
https://www.bahai.org/library/other-literature/publications-individual-authors/bahaullah-new-era/1#773046298
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AT/at-526.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/684.pdf#page=439
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_1909A.pdf#page=84
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_301-350.pdf#page=56

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov) AB11426

God was transmitted to the world. The whole disk of the Sun
of reality was reflected in him.

SW_v12#11 p.188, SW_v15#08 p.249, SW_v20405 p.133, PN_1909 p084,
BSTW#339

ABU3096

Words to Jinab-i-Fadil spoken in 1921 in Akka

The old man said: “The believers feel that there are two
reasons for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s weariness. First, he does not eat
enough. Secondly, he works too hard.”

Then ‘Abdu’l-Baha, very humbly, told him that he was mis-
taken. “Do you think”, he said, “that this material food has
any effect upon my body? This food has no effect. Only good
news from the believers, the glad tidings which comes from
all parts of the world of the advancement of the Cause, of the
unity of the believers, this, only, improves my health. As to
the second point—I am going to take a long journey and at that
time my spirit will rest.”

SW_ v14#06 p.180

AB11426

To: Mirza Mahmud
Date: 1921

The letter signed by most of the friends in India has been
received. Abdu’l-Baha is greatly longing to make a trip to
India, provided health and time permit....It is my hope that
extraordinary souls in that country from among the people of
that country will arise in service.

SW__v124#13 p.215x
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AB11596

To: Jinab-i-Jamshid
Date: 1921

...You shall soon see in Persia that the people shall believe in
this Cause in groups every day.

SW__v12412 p.215x

AB12794

To: Fadil Mazandarans
Date: 1921 ca.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to Mr. Wilhelm was read. Concerning the
Huquq, thou hadst written that thus far no mention of the
Huquq has been made in America. Even now, mentioning it
would not be a source of joy and delight. The friends in Iran
have been carrying out the divine teachings for seventy years,
but in America it is still new. Later it will reach this level,

but for now you should not make any mention of this matter.

Verily God is independent of all the worlds. If someone, of
their own accord and with a willing heart, offers some Huquq
to Mr. Wilhelm, he may accept it, but he should not impose
this upon anyone.

As for yourself, praise be to God, you have proclaimed the
divine teachings everywhere in America and guided souls to
the path of guidance, and you have rendered befitting service
to the Cause and divine confirmations have reached you from
every direction. Your family members have been alone for some
time, and although they do not openly complain, their hearts
are very grieved. Therefore, as you wrote, you have made one
tour throughout America, and now it would be better, if you
deem it advisable, to return to the Holy Land, stay here for a
few days, and then return to Iran.

Regarding Mirza Ali, it was written to Mr. Wilhelm that if
you find an Iranian who shows absolutely no sign of violation
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and whose association with the friends you deem permissible,
they may associate with him. In any case, you have truly
proclaimed the divine teachings as you should.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02905

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London
Date: 1921 ca.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Two days ago a letter was
written to you, and now again through Shaykh Faraj, upon
him be greetings and praise, a brief letter is being written. The
matter of your company’s losses caused grief and sorrow, but
do not be sorrowful, perhaps God will bring about something
after this. And after you have established your affairs and

renewed the means of livelihood, you have permission to come.

And your communication with the friends in Stuttgart is very
acceptable, and I beseech and implore God that General Moser
may find swift healing. And if you go to visit them it would
be most acceptable, and if on your return you meet the divine
friends in Switzerland that would be most fitting. Mr. Yaqut
has arrived in the Holy Land and we met with him for several
days, after which he went to Jerusalem.

In any case, Jinab-i-Yuhanna, wisdom is essential and caution
necessary. Do not tear away veils. Speak with wisdom and do
not converse with everyone. Converse with receptive souls and
do not discuss doctrines. Speak of the teachings of the Blessed
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, and
mention His counsels and advice. This is best, for internal and

external enemies lie in wait to create corruption and sedition.

The successors of the notorious Jeroboam are at the height of
sedition and corruption. May God protect us and you from
their extensive evil.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6\;\(\ :\KJ\ S
MKT3.444

AB04109

To: Tuba Afnan, in Shiraz
Date: 1921 ca.

O God! O thou blessed leaf! Thy letter was received. Thou
hast always been under consideration and the recipient of
boundless kindness. If there has been delay in sending letters
or replies, this is due to the multitude of occupations and
abundance of physical and spiritual trials and tribulations.
This pen must correspond with all horizons, for the circle of
the Cause of God has expanded beyond what can be imagined.
Every day countless pages rain down from all directions like
a downpour - ten people would be incapable of reading them,
let alone writing replies.

Convey my greetings and kindness to the handmaiden of God,
the daughter seeking forgiveness, Aqa Mirza Muhammad Sadiq.
Supplication and imploring was made at the threshold of the
Self-Sufficient Lord for the forgiveness of her father and mother:
“O Gracious Lord! Make the brilliant lamp of Jinab-i-Sadiq a
lofty palm tree in the garden of the Kingdom, and make him
a radiant candle in the hidden world’s assembly. Forgive sins,
grant shelter, bestow eternal life.”

O blessed leaf! T beseech healing for thee from the threshold
of God. Convey most wonderful and glorious greetings to the
gathering of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful in that re-
gion.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e 4y ey W el Sle 2y (o
5 571 ALl Gl dpada s Aosy i
SIS 3 o) ) el Ole L oasl Jlal
3 oo L 5 Llae 5y 5 el
o GBI a2t Al 5 O Bl s (55
@l gl Ol & A ol fafls Ly oS
Asle slet Blysl 3oy 358 Olg s &
fh: uf.';\ﬂj;)\ﬂ 0 Sy pe g.}\jla\)\)tb\
Ol 2y ey 4 b aile

3 Gl J2 1) e BT ols 01 e #atas dllal
Fol et Ol Gl s S 0 U3
3 S SR ¢ ) BEICIPIR®
b Gobe Sl Bl ol 05 s ) &
OB s s b el JE o 2K s
c&a%&%cgué)l{ﬁdtﬁﬁ)t@z—
L Ol Olasle Sl

el Lz 17 dl L o655 31 Sl *4 5
e g oot bl O et ST ik
Aols g3

INBA87:342, INBA52:350

112


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA3/ma3-444.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=344
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=352

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

ABU3631

ABO05405

To: Mirza Jalal et al., in Port Said
Date: 1921 ca.

O ye two who are afflicted with a great calamity and mighty
tribulation! Verily God’s test is severe and His trial is great.
With it He tests His sincere servants. As for those who are
firm, they are like deeply-rooted plants - calamities do not
shake them and their limbs do not tremble from tribulations
and afflictions. Rather, they remain as firm as immovable
mountains, for they know with absolute certainty that wisdom
required this great calamity. As it is said: “Were the veil to
be lifted, you would choose what has occurred.”

2 Every good and righteous deed has a known reward, but pa-
tience has a reward without measure, as God has said in the
Qur’an: “Those who patiently endure will truly receive a re-
ward without measure.” Therefore, you must have beautiful
patience in this great calamity. As it is said: “If you are grate-
ful, you will be rewarded and God’s decree will be carried out;
and if you complain, you will be deprived and God’s decree
will still be carried out.”

Do not think that you have lost both noble branches - God for-
bid! Rather, you will find them both as two trusts deposited
with your Lord, under the protection of His care and provi-
dence and His grace and mercy.

Upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABU3631

Last recorded words, in Haifa, 1921-Nov-28

You wish me to take some food, and I am going?

GPB.311x, PAB.007, ABCC.462, VLAB.141
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Alvah-i-Visaya (Will and Testament)

Date: 1922-Jan- / “y
ate: 1922-Jan-03 [date of unsealing] oL ) _/" St s inh ./, Jrfy E“’ L
J’/::i_/:'}/)‘)’ Q"}’J)JU/J‘/’“P"(,J* )/'J’L'JL/“'/J%
f)/:', J‘J)J’«-"[-’"J /')‘-J,/‘/') Iy /‘,});‘L M;’) /' [
';"J L L '/ ;J /
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Part One
Herein Follow the Tablets and Testament of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

All-praise to Him Who, by the Shield of His Covenant, hath
guarded the Temple of His Cause from the darts of doubt-
fulness, Who by the Hosts of His Testament hath preserved
the Sanctuary of His most Beneficent Law and protected His
Straight and Luminous Path, staying thereby the onslaught
of the company of Covenant-breakers, that have threatened to
subvert His Divine Edifice; Who hath watched over His Mighty
Stronghold and All-Glorious Faith, through the aid of men
whom the slander of the slanderer affect not, whom no earthly
calling, glory and power can turn aside from the Covenant of
God and His Testament, established firmly by His clear and
manifest words, writ and revealed by His All-Glorious Pen and
recorded in the Preserved Tablet.

Salutation and praise, blessing and glory rest upon that primal
branch of the Divine and Sacred Lote-Tree, grown out, blest,
tender, verdant and flourishing from the Twin Holy Trees; the
most wondrous, unique and priceless pearl that doth gleam
from out the Twin surging seas; upon the offshoots of the
Tree of Holiness, the twigs of the Celestial Tree, they that
in the Day of the Great Dividing have stood fast and firm
in the Covenant; upon the Hands (pillars) of the Cause of
God that have diffused widely the Divine Fragrances, declared
His Proofs, proclaimed His Faith, published abroad His Law,
detached themselves from all things but Him, stood for righ-
teousness in this world, and kindled the Fire of the Love of God
in the very hearts and souls of His servants; upon them that
have believed, rested assured, stood steadfast in His Covenant
and followed the Light that after my passing shineth from the
Dayspring of Divine Guidance—for behold! he is the blest and
sacred bough that hath branched out from the Twin Holy Trees.
Well is it with him that seeketh the shelter of his shade that
shadoweth all mankind.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

s 22
Tdlas Loy 1)

uﬁdu\ )Juo‘/‘ﬁbd\aau&\-\?"

e Mﬂu‘*u‘*:UW‘ ol
5 (0 25F Lol et 3y
ﬁ‘w{;dwuﬁ«&?:wbw
) 2deb ¥ o call s 5 cpald
Op%?;S}Y;Sﬂ%WY;fY
Sl oy obl Sl Sl Al g

Lo ) G Y1

e ) e ST 3 ST
i) 50l o 0L, o Jas Sl
IV o W Lo 55 500 gl
sl iegs o e s Cneb Sl g ol
TRt RN Py S ) 8 yue OLs
Sl 1y 2 ) Bl sl Je 5 O
oms s ) 0o 1k ) ot 15abs 40
LJM&\)-\A)}AM\}CJ\M\}&\MI#
*L«A’\“; @M‘wm\uu\ﬂ P

S L 1T ol ey i sle e
‘Lshu ey N i) 5 ) Gl o
NI RN RS RENI i S
Gk U Gl e Catie Sl

AW e syl b 3 st L

114

sav

2

3



ot

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00001

O ye beloved of the Lord! The greatest of all things is the pro-
tection of the True Faith of God, the preservation of His Law,
the safeguarding of His Cause and service unto His Word. Ten
thousand souls have shed streams of their sacred blood in this
path, their precious lives they offered in sacrifice unto Him,
hastened wrapt in holy ecstasy unto the glorious field of mar-
tyrdom, upraised the Standard of God’s Faith and writ with
their life-blood upon the Tablet of the world the verses of His
Divine Unity. The sacred breast of His Holiness, the Exalted
One (may my life be a sacrifice unto Him), was made a target
to many a dart of woe, and in Mazindaran, the blessed feet of
the Abha Beauty (may my life be offered up for His loved ones)
were so grievously scourged as to bleed and be sore wounded.
His neck also was put into captive chains and His feet made fast
in the stocks. In every hour, for a period of fifty years, a new
trial and calamity befell Him and fresh afflictions and cares
beset Him. One of them: after having suffered intense vicissi-
tudes, He was made homeless and a wanderer and fell a victim
to still new vexations and troubles. In ‘Iraq, the Day-Star of
the world was so exposed to the wiles of the people of malice
as to be eclipsed in splendor. Later on He was sent an exile
to the Great City (Constantinople) and thence to the Land
of Mystery (Adrianople), whence, grievously wronged, He was
eventually transferred to the Most Great Prison (Akka). He
Whom the world hath wronged (may my life be offered up for
His loved ones) was four times banished from city to city, till
at last, condemned to perpetual confinement, He was incarcer-
ated in this prison, the prison of highway robbers, of brigands
and of man-slayers. All this is but one of the trials that have
afflicted the Blessed Beauty, the rest being even as grievous as
this.

And still another of His trials was the hostility, the flagrant
injustice, the iniquity and rebellion of Mirza Yahya. Although
that Wronged One, that Prisoner, had through His loving-
kindness nurtured him in His own bosom ever since his early
years, had showered at every moment His tender care upon
him, exalted his name, shielded him from every misfortune,
endeared him to them of this world and the next, and despite
the firm exhortations and counsels of His Holiness, the Exalted
One (the Bab) and His clear and conclusive warning;—“Beware,
beware, lest the Nineteen Letters of the Living and that which
hath been revealed in the Bayan veil thee!” yet notwithstand-
ing this, Mirza Yahya denied Him, dealt falsely with Him, be-
lieved Him not, sowed the seeds of doubt, closed his eyes to
His manifest verses and turned aside therefrom. Would that
he had been content therewith! Nay, he even attempted to
shed the sacred blood (of Baha’u’llah) and then raised a great
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clamor and tumult around him, attributing unto Baha’u’llah
malevolence and cruelty towards himself. What sedition he
stirred up and what a storm of mischief he raised whilst in the
Land of Mystery (Adrianople)! At last, he wrought that which
caused the Day-Star of the world to be sent an exile to this,
the Most Great Prison, and sorely wronged, and in the West
of this Great Prison He did set.

O ye that stand fast and firm in the Covenant! The Center of
Sedition, the Prime Mover of mischief, Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali,
hath passed out from under the shadow of the Cause, hath bro-
ken the Covenant, hath falsified the Holy Text, hath inflicted
a grievous loss upon the true Faith of God, hath scattered His
people, hath with bitter rancor endeavored to hurt ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and hath assailed with the utmost enmity this servant
of the Sacred Threshold. Every dart he seized and hurled to
pierce the breast of this wronged servant, no wound did he
neglect to grievously inflict upon me, no venom did he spare
but he poisoned therewith the life of this hapless one. 1 swear
by the most holy Abha Beauty and by the Light shining from
His Holiness, the Exalted One (may my soul be a sacrifice for
Their lowly servants), that because of this iniquity the dwellers
in the Pavilion of the Abha Kingdom have bewailed, the Celes-
tial Concourse is lamenting, the Immortal Maids of Heaven in
the All-Highest Paradise have raised their plaintive cries and
the angelic company sighed and uttered their moanings. So
grievous the deeds of this iniquitous person became that he
struck with his axe at the root of the Blessed Tree, dealt a
heavy blow at the Temple of the Cause of God, deluged with
tears of blood the eyes of the loved ones of the Blessed Beauty,
cheered and encouraged the enemies of the One True God, by
his repudiation of the Covenant turned many a seeker after
Truth aside from the Cause of God, revived the blighted hopes
of Yahya’s following, made himself detested, caused the ene-
mies of the Greatest Name to become audacious and arrogant,
put aside the firm and conclusive verses and sowed the seeds of
doubt. Had not the promised aid of the Ancient Beauty been
graciously vouchsafed at every moment to this one, unworthy
though he be, he surely would have destroyed, nay extermi-
nated the Cause of God and utterly subverted the Divine Edi-
fice. But, praised be the Lord, the triumphant assistance of the
Abha Kingdom was received, the hosts of the Realm above has-
tened to bestow victory. The Cause of God was promoted far
and wide, the call of the True One was noised abroad, ears in
all regions were inclined to the Word of God, His standard was
unfurled, the ensigns of Holiness gloriously waved aloft and
the verses celebrating His Divine Unity were chanted. Now,
that the true Faith of God may be shielded and protected, His
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Law guarded and preserved and His Cause remain safe and
secure, it is incumbent upon everyone to hold fast unto the
Text of the clear and firmly established blessed verse, revealed
about him. None other transgression greater than his can be
ever imagined. He (Baha'u’llah) sayeth, glorious and holy is
His Word:—“My foolish loved ones have regarded him even as
my partner, have kindled sedition in the land and they verily
are of the mischief-makers.” Consider, how foolish are the peo-
ple! They that have been in His (Baha'u’llah’s) Presence and
beheld His Countenance, have nevertheless noised abroad such
idle talk, until, exalted be His explicit words, He said:—“Should
he for a moment pass out from under the shadow of the Cause,
he surely shall be brought to naught.” Reflect! What stress He
layeth upon one moment’s deviation: that is, were he to incline
a hair’s breadth to the right or to the left, his deviation would
be clearly established and his utter nothingness made manifest.
And now ye are witnessing how the wrath of God hath from all
sides afflicted him and how day by day he is speeding towards
destruction. Ere long will ye behold him and his associates,
outwardly and inwardly, condemned to utter ruin.

What deviation can be greater than breaking the Covenant of
God! What deviation can be greater than interpolating and
falsifying the words and verses of the Sacred Text, even as testi-
fied and declared by Mirza Badi’u’llah! What deviation can be
greater than calumniating the Center of the Covenant himself!
What deviation can be more glaring than spreading broadcast
false and foolish reports touching the Temple of God’s Testa-
ment! What deviation can be more grievous than decreeing
the death of the Center of the Covenant, supported by the
holy verse:—“He that layeth a claim ere the passing of a thou-
sand years...,” whilst he (Muhammad ‘Ali) without shame in
the days of the Blessed Beauty had advanced such a claim as
this and been confuted by Him in the aforementioned manner,
the text of his claim being still extant in his own handwrit-
ing and bearing his own seal. What deviation can be more
complete than falsely accusing the loved ones of God! What
deviation can be more evil than causing their imprisonment
and incarceration! What deviation can be more severe than
delivering into the hands of the government the Holy Writings
and Epistles, that haply they (the government) might arise
intent upon the death of this wronged one! What deviation
can be more violent than threatening the ruin of the Cause of
God, forging and slanderously falsifying letters and documents
so that this might perturb and alarm the government and lead
to the shedding of the blood of this wronged one,—such letters
and documents being now in the possession of the government!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sy sy d dF 335 Ly o )
s 5 o) K 2 0y 1 S S
§ 1 i bl e 156 5 SO 3
oy ol S sk m\? o8
DRal b Gy ey S3ae losy
NS el o e JB Ol I lesls
sl o ppdee 33 e ol b
§ ol 48T 8 e wflep i sy

ol S L) sy s g SIZ gl

S1El 533 Joole for bt 5 o 51
AE sl o pgdae e i AL gad
L}\WSLW%WJL&b
w\u\wb)) L»,a by; 038 abls 4,)§,.
O s G Dl 5 T ) 5 47 250

(e

gl Gl (25 31 Gie) G121 4
Ul Llaul 5 ol C £ ) N
L o5s Jj\@ Fype OMel 45 il
o Sl 5 1 gl ) rﬁ"‘é\ﬁ\“?
-‘@Pﬁ*}ﬁ&b‘ﬂj‘f{\é‘ﬁ-‘
)};. J,aj L;\).3 )\ .\...u\ d‘f-\ . w‘
J). rk\)éczjfl.?éydgdtajo.\m
&ij}‘éb;‘;);f)udt?}aéjb;\
}\ 6\5.}\ UY‘} w.)fw‘)\{d\}m
uf)\('\dbf-\bbff)\f})u
J\ :-).w\ L;‘ﬁ\ 4’ v....@,\]\ ;L’-\ B3 dLr‘}
“WL)GL"QSSJWQMW
%M@&Ewa‘dﬁwf&w‘uﬁé
,C;w,m,\@@;\la\g\}ue
donfl 5 355 S Chad 5 oy
53 e Oy 55§ r}\lu o r:&w
,éﬁ;\ C:M\L;\J;\%@\u)i, sy
B & cid ) di) Gl A e cuilab
Jal ST, ool ) G2 4

117



10

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00001

What deviation can be more odious than his iniquity and re-
bellion! What deviation can be more shameful than dispersing
the gathering of the people of salvation! What deviation can
be more infamous than the vain and feeble interpretations of
the people of doubt! What deviation can be more wicked than
joining hands with strangers and with the enemies of God!

A few months ago, in concert with others, he that hath broken
the Covenant hath prepared a document teeming with calumny
and slander wherein, the Lord forbid, among many similar slan-
derous charges, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is deemed a deadly enemy, the
ill-wisher of the Crown. They so perturbed the minds of the
members of the Imperial Government that at last a Committee
of Investigation was sent from the seat of His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment which, violating every rule of justice and equity that
befit His Imperial Majesty, nay, with the most glaring injus-
tice, proceeded with its investigations. The ill-wishers of the
One True God surrounded them on every side and explained
and excessively enlarged upon the text of the document whilst
they (the members of the Committee) in their turn blindly ac-
quiesced. One of their many calumnies was that this servant
had raised aloft a banner in this city, had summoned the people
together under it, had established a new sovereignty for him-
self, had erected upon Mount Carmel a mighty stronghold, had
rallied around him all the peoples of the land and made them
obedient to him, had caused disruption in the Faith of Islam,
had covenanted with the following of Christ and, God forbid,
had purposed to cause the gravest breach in the mighty power
of the Crown. May the Lord protect us from such atrocious
falsehoods!

According to the direct and sacred command of God we are for-
bidden to utter slander, are commanded to show forth peace
and amity, are exhorted to rectitude of conduct, straightfor-
wardness and harmony with all the kindreds and peoples of
the world. We must obey and be the well-wishers of the gov-
ernments of the land, regard disloyalty unto a just king as
disloyalty to God Himself and wishing evil to the government
a transgression of the Cause of God. With these final and de-
cisive words, how can it be that these imprisoned ones should
indulge in such vain fancies; incarcerated, how could they show
forth such disloyalty! But alas! The Committee of Investi-
gation hath approved and confirmed these calumnies of my
brother and ill-wishers and submitted them to the presence of
His Majesty the Sovereign. Now at this moment a fierce storm
is raging around this prisoner who awaiteth, be it favorable or
unfavorable, the gracious will of His Majesty, may the Lord
aid him by His grace to be just. In whatsoever condition he
may be, with absolute calm and quietness, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
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ready for self-sacrifice and is wholly resigned and submitted to
His Will. What transgression can be more abominable, more
odious, more wicked than this!

In like manner, the focal Center of Hate, hath purposed to put
‘Abdu’l-Baha to death and this is supported by the testimony
written by Mirza Shu’a’u’llah himself and is here enclosed. It
is evident and indisputable that they are privily and with the
utmost subtlety engaged in conspiring against me. The follow-
ing are his very words written by him in this letter:—“I curse at
every moment him that hath kindled this discord, imprecate
in these words ‘Lord! have no mercy upon him’ and I hope
ere long God will make manifest the one that shall have no
pity on him, who now weareth another garb and about whom
I cannot any more explain.” Reference he doth make by these
words to the sacred verse that beginneth as follows:—“He that
layeth a claim ere the passing of a thousand years...” Reflect!
How intent they are upon the death of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Ponder
in your hearts upon the phrase “I cannot any more explain”
and realize what schemes they are devising for this purpose.
They fear lest, too fully explained, the letter might fall into
alien hands and their schemes be foiled and frustrated. The
phrase is only foretelling good tidings to come, namely that
regarding this all requisite arrangements have been made.

2 O God, my God! Thou seest this wronged servant of Thine,

held fast in the talons of ferocious lions, of ravening wolves,
of bloodthirsty beasts. Graciously assist me, through my love
for Thee, that I may drink deep of the chalice that brimmeth
over with faithfulness to Thee and is filled with Thy bountiful
Grace; so that, fallen upon the dust, I may sink prostrate and
senseless whilst my vesture is dyed crimson with my blood.
This is my wish, my heart’s desire, my hope, my pride, my
glory. Grant, O Lord my God, and my Refuge, that in my last
hour, my end may even as musk shed its fragrance of glory!
Is there a bounty greater than this? Nay, by Thy Glory! I
call Thee to witness that no day passeth but that I quaff my
fill from this cup, so grievous are the misdeeds wrought by
them that have broken the Covenant, kindled discord, showed
their malice, stirred sedition in the land and dishonored Thee
amidst Thy servants. Lord! Shield Thou from these Covenant-
breakers the mighty Stronghold of Thy Faith and protect Thy
secret Sanctuary from the onslaught of the ungodly. Thou art
in truth the Mighty, the Powerful, the Gracious, the Strong.

In short, O ye beloved of the Lord! The Center of Sedition,
Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali, in accordance with the decisive words
of God and by reason of his boundless transgression, hath
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grievously fallen and been cut off from the Holy Tree. Ver-
ily, we wronged them not, but they have wronged themselves!

O God, my God! Shield Thy trusted servants from the evils
of self and passion, protect them with the watchful eye of Thy
loving kindness from all rancor, hate and envy, shelter them
in the impregnable stronghold of Thy care and, safe from the
darts of doubtfulness, make them the manifestations of Thy
glorious Signs, illumine their faces with the effulgent rays shed
from the Dayspring of Thy Divine Unity, gladden their hearts
with the verses revealed from Thy Holy Kingdom, strengthen
their loins by Thy all-swaying power that cometh from Thy
Realm of Glory. Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Protector,
the Almighty, the Gracious!

O ye that stand fast in the Covenant! When the hour cometh
that this wronged and broken-winged bird will have taken its
flight into the Celestial Concourse, when it will have hastened
to the Realm of the Unseen and its mortal frame will have been
either lost or hidden neath the dust, it is incumbent upon the
Afnan, that are steadfast in the Covenant of God and have
branched from the Tree of Holiness; the Hands, (pillars) of the
Cause of God (the glory of the Lord rest upon them), and all
the friends and loved ones, one and all to bestir themselves
and arise with heart and soul and in one accord, to diffuse the
sweet savors of God, to teach His Cause and to promote His
Faith. It behooveth them not to rest for a moment, neither to
seek repose. They must disperse themselves in every land, pass
by every clime, and travel throughout all regions. Bestirred,
without rest and steadfast to the end they must raise in every
land the triumphal cry “O Thou the Glory of Glories!” (Ya
Baha'u’l-Abha), must achieve renown in the world wherever
they go, must burn brightly even as a candle in every meeting
and must kindle the flame of Divine love in every assembly;
that the light of truth may rise resplendent in the midmost
heart of the world, that throughout the East and throughout
the West a vast concourse may gather under the shadow of the
Word of God, that the sweet savors of holiness may be diffused,
that faces may shine radiantly, hearts be filled with the Divine
spirit and souls be made heavenly.

In these days, the most important of all things is the guidance
of the nations and peoples of the world. Teaching the Cause
is of utmost importance for it is the head corner-stone of the
foundation itself. This wronged servant has spent his days
and nights in promoting the Cause and urging the peoples to
service. He rested not a moment, till the fame of the Cause of
God was noised abroad in the world and the celestial strains
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from the Abha Kingdom roused the East and the West. The
beloved of God must also follow the same example. This is

the secret of faithfulness, this is the requirement of servitude
to the Threshold of Bahal

7 The disciples of Christ forgot themselves and all earthly things,

forsook all their cares and belongings, purged themselves of
self and passion and with absolute detachment scattered far
and wide and engaged in calling the peoples of the world to
the Divine Guidance, till at last they made the world another
world, illumined the surface of the earth and even to their
last hour proved self-sacrificing in the pathway of that Beloved
One of God. Finally in various lands they suffered glorious
martyrdom. Let them that are men of action follow in their
footsteps!

O my loving friends! After the passing away of this wronged
one, it is incumbent upon the Aghsan (Branches), the Afnan
(Twigs) of the Sacred Lote-Tree, the Hands (pillars) of the
Cause of God and the loved ones of the Abha Beauty to turn
unto Shoghi Effendi-the youthful branch branched from the
two hallowed and sacred Lote-Trees and the fruit grown from
the union of the two offshoots of the Tree of Holiness,—as he is
the sign of God, the chosen branch, the Guardian of the Cause
of God, he unto whom all the Aghsan, the Afnan, the Hands
of the Cause of God and His loved ones must turn. He is the
expounder of the words of God and after him will succeed the
first-born of his lineal descendents.

The sacred and youthful branch, the Guardian of the Cause of
God, as well as the Universal House of Justice, to be universally
elected and established, are both under the care and protec-
tion of the Abha Beauty, under the shelter and unerring guid-
ance of the Exalted One (may my life be offered up for them
both). Whatsoever they decide is of God. Whoso obeyeth him
not, neither obeyeth them, hath not obeyed God; whoso rebel-
leth against him and against them hath rebelled against God;
whoso opposeth him hath opposed God; whoso contendeth
with them hath contended with God; whoso disputeth with
him hath disputed with God; whoso denieth him hath denied
God; whoso disbelieveth in him hath disbelieved in God; whoso
deviateth, separateth himself and turneth aside from him hath
in truth deviated, separated himself and turned aside from God.
May the wrath, the fierce indignation, the vengeance of God
rest upon him! The mighty stronghold shall remain impreg-
nable and safe through obedience to him who is the Guardian
of the Cause of God. It is incumbent upon the members of the
House of Justice, upon all the Aghsan, the Afnan, the Hands
of the Cause of God to show their obedience, submissiveness
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and subordination unto the Guardian of the Cause of God, to
turn unto him and be lowly before him. He that opposeth him
hath opposed the True One, will make a breach in the Cause of
God, will subvert His Word and will become a manifestation
of the Center of Sedition. Beware, beware, lest the days after
the ascension (of Baha'u’llah) be repeated when the Center of
Sedition waxed haughty and rebellious and with Divine Unity
for his excuse deprived himself and perturbed and poisoned
others. No doubt every vainglorious one that purposeth dis-
sension and discord will not openly declare his evil purposes,
nay rather, even as impure gold, will he seize upon divers mea-
sures and various pretexts that he may separate the gathering
of the people of Baha. My object is to show that the Hands
of the Cause of God must be ever watchful and so soon as
they find anyone beginning to oppose and protest against the
Guardian of the Cause of God, cast him out from the congre-
gation of the people of Baha and in no wise accept any excuse
from him. How often hath grievous error been disguised in
the garb of truth, that it might sow the seeds of doubt in the
hearts of men!

O ye beloved of the Lord! It is incumbent upon the Guardian
of the Cause of God to appoint in his own life-time him that
shall become his successor, that differences may not arise after
his passing. He that is appointed must manifest in himself de-
tachment from all worldly things, must be the essence of purity,
must show in himself the fear of God, knowledge, wisdom and
learning. Thus, should the first-born of the Guardian of the
Cause of God not manifest in himself the truth of the words:—
“The child is the secret essence of its sire,” that is, should he
not inherit of the spiritual within him (the Guardian of the
Cause of God) and his glorious lineage not be matched with a
goodly character, then must he, (the Guardian of the Cause of
God) choose another branch to succeed him.

The Hands of the Cause of God must elect from their own
number nine persons that shall at all times be occupied in the
important services in the work of the Guardian of the Cause of
God. The election of these nine must be carried either unani-
mously or by majority from the company of the Hands of the
Cause of God and these, whether unanimously or by a major-
ity vote, must give their assent to the choice of the one whom
the Guardian of the Cause of God hath chosen as his successor.
This assent must be given in such wise as the assenting and
dissenting voices may not be distinguished (i.e., secret ballot).

O friends! The Hands of the Cause of God must be nomi-
nated and appointed by the Guardian of the Cause of God.
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All must be under his shadow and obey his command. Should
any, within or without the company of the Hands of the Cause
of God disobey and seek division, the wrath of God and His
vengeance will be upon him, for he will have caused a breach
in the true Faith of God.

The obligations of the Hands of the Cause of God are to diffuse
the Divine Fragrances, to edify the souls of men, to promote
learning, to improve the character of all men and to be, at all
times and under all conditions, sanctified and detached from
earthly things. They must manifest the fear of God by their
conduct, their manners, their deeds and their words.

This body of the Hands of the Cause of God is under the direc-
tion of the Guardian of the Cause of God. He must continually
urge them to strive and endeavor to the utmost of their ability
to diffuse the sweet savors of God, and to guide all the peoples
of the world, for it is the light of Divine Guidance that causeth
all the universe to be illumined. To disregard, though it be
for a moment, this absolute command which is binding upon
everyone, is in no wise permitted, that the existent world may
become even as the Abha Paradise, that the surface of the earth
may become heavenly, that contention and conflict amidst peo-
ples, kindreds, nations and governments may disappear, that
all the dwellers on earth may become one people and one race,
that the world may become even as one home. Should differ-
ences arise, they shall be amicably and conclusively settled by
the Supreme Tribunal, that shall include members from all the
governments and peoples of the world.

O ye beloved of the Lord! In this sacred Dispensation, conflict
and contention are in no wise permitted. Every aggressor de-
prives himself of God’s grace. It is incumbent upon everyone
to show the utmost love, rectitude of conduct, straightforward-
ness and sincere kindliness unto all the peoples and kindreds of
the world, be they friends or strangers. So intense must be the
spirit of love and loving kindness, that the stranger may find
himself a friend, the enemy a true brother, no difference what-
soever existing between them. For universality is of God and
all limitations earthly. Thus man must strive that his reality
may manifest virtues and perfections, the light whereof may
shine upon everyone. The light of the sun shineth upon all the
world and the merciful showers of Divine Providence fall upon
all peoples. The vivifying breeze reviveth every living creature
and all beings endued with life obtain their share and portion
at His heavenly board. In like manner, the affections and lov-
ing kindness of the servants of the One True God must be
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bountifully and universally extended to all mankind. Regard-
ing this, restrictions and limitations are in no wise permitted.

i Wherefore, O my loving friends! Consort with all the peoples,

kindreds and religions of the world with the utmost truthful-
ness, uprightness, faithfulness, kindliness, good-will and friend-
liness, that all the world of being may be filled with the holy
ecstasy of the grace of Baha, that ignorance, enmity, hate and
rancor may vanish from the world and the darkness of estrange-
ment amidst the peoples and kindreds of the world may give
way to the Light of Unity. Should other peoples and nations
be unfaithful to you show your fidelity unto them, should they
be unjust toward you show justice towards them, should they
keep aloof from you attract them to yourselves, should they
show their enmity be friendly towards them, should they poi-
son your lives, sweeten their souls, should they inflict a wound
upon you, be a salve to their sores. Such are the attributes of
the sincere! Such are the attributes of the truthful.

 And now, concerning the House of Justice which God hath or-

dained as the source of all good and freed from all error, it
must be elected by universal suffrage, that is, by the believers.
Its members must be manifestations of the fear of God and
daysprings of knowledge and understanding, must be steadfast
in God’s faith and the well-wishers of all mankind. By this
House is meant the Universal House of Justice, that is, in all
countries a secondary House of Justice must be instituted, and
these secondary Houses of Justice must elect the members of
the Universal one. Unto this body all things must be referred.
It enacteth all ordinances and regulations that are not to be
found in the explicit Holy Text. By this body all the difficult
problems are to be resolved and the Guardian of the Cause of
God is its sacred head and the distinguished member for life of
that body. Should he not attend in person its deliberations, he
must appoint one to represent him. Should any of the members
commit a sin, injurious to the common weal, the Guardian of
the Cause of God hath at his own discretion the right to expel
him, whereupon the people must elect another one in his stead.
This House of Justice enacteth the laws and the government
enforceth them. The legislative body must reinforce the exec-
utive, the executive must aid and assist the legislative body so
that through the close union and harmony of these two forces,
the foundation of fairness and justice may become firm and
strong, that all the regions of the world may become even as
Paradise itself.

O Lord, my God! Assist Thy loved ones to be firm in Thy
Faith, to walk in Thy ways, to be steadfast in Thy Cause.
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Give them Thy grace to withstand the onslaught of self and
passion, to follow the light of Divine Guidance. Thou art the
Powerful, the Gracious, the Self-Subsisting, the Bestower, the
Compassionate, the Almighty, the All-Bountiful.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The Lord, as a sign of His infinite
bounties, hath graciously favored His servants by providing for
a fixed money offering (Huquq), to be dutifully presented unto
Him, though He, the True One and His servants have been
at all times independent of all created things, and God verily
is the All-Possessing, exalted above the need of any gift from
His creatures. This fixed money offering, however, causeth
the people to become firm and steadfast and draweth Divine
increase upon them. It is to be offered through the Guardian
of the Cause of God, that it may be expended for the diffusion
of the Fragrances of God and the exaltation of His Word, for
benevolent pursuits and for the common weal.

O ye beloved of the Lord! It is incumbent upon you to be
submissive to all monarchs that are just and to show your
fidelity to every righteous king. Serve ye the sovereigns of the
world with utmost truthfulness and loyalty. Show obedience
unto them and be their well-wishers. Without their leave and
permission do not meddle with political affairs, for disloyalty
to the just sovereign is disloyalty to God Himself.

This is my counsel and the commandment of God unto you.
Well is it with them that act accordingly.

(This written paper hath for a long time been preserved under
ground, damp having affected it. When brought forth to the
light it was observed that certain parts of it were injured by
the damp, and the Holy Land being sorely agitated it was left
untouched.)

Part Two

He Is God

35 O my Lord, my heart’s Desire, Thou Whom I ever invoke,

Thou Who art my Aider and my Shelter, my Helper and my
Refuge! Thou seest me submerged in an ocean of calamities
that overwhelm the soul, of afflictions that oppress the heart,
of woes that disperse Thy gathering, of ills and pains that
scatter Thy flock. Sore trials have compassed me round and
perils have from all sides beset me. Thou seest me immersed
in a sea of unsurpassed tribulation, sunk into a fathomless
abyss, afflicted by mine enemies and consumed with the flame
of their hate, enkindled by my kinsmen with whom Thou didst
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make Thy strong Covenant and Thy firm Testament, wherein
Thou biddest them turn their hearts to this wronged one, to
keep away from me the foolish, the unjust, and refer unto this
lonely one all that about which they differ in Thy Holy Book,
so that the Truth may be revealed unto them, their doubts
may be dispelled and Thy manifest Signs be spread abroad.

i Yet now Thou seest them, O Lord, my God! with Thine eye

that sleepeth not, how that they have broken Thy Covenant
and turned their backs thereon, how with hate and rebellious-
ness they have erred from Thy Testament and have arisen in-
tent upon malice.

7 Adversities have waxed still more severe as they rose with un-

bearable cruelty to overpower and crush me, as they scattered
far and wide their scrolls of doubt and in utter falsehood hurled
their calumnies upon me. Not content with this, their chief, O
my God, hath dared to interpolate Thy Book, to fraudulently
alter Thy decisive Holy Text and falsify that which hath been
revealed by Thy All-Glorious Pen. He did also maliciously in-
sert that which Thou didst reveal for the one that hath wrought
the most glaring cruelty upon Thee, disbelieved in Thee and
denied Thy wondrous Signs, into what Thou didst reveal for
this servant of Thine that hath been wronged in this world.
All this he did that he might beguile the souls of men and
breathe his evil whisperings into the hearts of Thy devoted
ones. Thereunto did their second chief testify, confessing it
in his own handwriting, setting thereupon his seal and spread-
ing it throughout all regions. O my God! Could there be a
more grievous injustice than this? And still they rested not,
but further strove with stubbornness, falsehood and slander,
with scorn and calumny to stir up sedition in the midst of the
government of this land and elsewhere, causing them to deem
me a sower of sedition and filling the minds with things that
the ear abhorreth to hear. The government was thus alarmed,
fear fell upon the sovereign, and the suspicion of the nobility
was aroused. Minds were troubled, affairs were upset, souls
were perturbed, the fire of anguish and sorrow was kindled
within the breasts, the Holy Leaves (of the Household) were
convulsed and shaken, their eyes rained with tears, their sighs
and lamentations were raised and their hearts burned within
them as they bewailed this wronged servant of Thine, fallen
a victim into the hands of these, his kindred, nay, his very
enemies!

Lord! Thou seest all things weeping me, and my kindred re-
joicing in my woes. By Thy Glory, O my God! Even amongst
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mine enemies, some have lamented my troubles and my dis-
tress, and of the envious ones a number have shed tears be-
cause of my cares, my exile and my afflictions. They did this
because they found naught in me but affection and care and
witnessed naught but kindliness and mercy. As they saw me
swept into the flood of tribulation and adversity and exposed
even as a target to the arrows of fate, their hearts were moved
with compassion, tears came to their eyes and they testified
declaring:—“The Lord is our witness; naught have we seen from
him but faithfulness, generosity and extreme compassion.” The
Covenant-breakers, foreboders of evil, however, waxed fiercer
in their rancor, rejoiced as I fell a victim to the most grievous
ordeal, bestirred themselves against me and made merry over
the heartrending happenings around me.

I call upon Thee, O Lord my God! with my tongue and with all
my heart, not to requite them for their cruelty and their wrong-
doings, their craft and their mischief, for they are foolish and
ignoble and know not what they do. They discern not good
from evil, neither do they distinguish right from wrong, nor
justice from injustice. They follow their own desires and walk
in the footsteps of the most imperfect and foolish amongst
them. O my Lord! Have mercy upon them, shield them from
all afflictions in these troubled times and grant that all trials
and hardships may be the lot of this Thy servant that hath
fallen into this darksome pit. Single me out for every woe
and make me a sacrifice for all Thy loved ones. O Lord, Most
High! May my soul, my life, my being, my spirit, my all be
offered up for them. O God, my God! Lowly, suppliant and
fallen upon my face, I beseech Thee with all the ardor of my
invocation to pardon whosoever hath hurt me, forgive him that
hath conspired against me and offended me, and wash away
the misdeeds of them that have wrought injustice upon me.
Vouchsafe unto them Thy goodly gifts, give them joy, relieve
them from sorrow, grant them peace and prosperity, give them
Thy bliss and pour upon them Thy bounty.

Thou art the Powerful, the Gracious, the Help in Peril, the
Self-Subsisting!

O dearly beloved friends! I am now in very great danger and
the hope of even an hour’s life is lost to me. I am thus con-
strained to write these lines for the protection of the Cause
of God, the preservation of His Law, the safeguarding of His
Word and the safety of His Teachings. By the Ancient Beauty!
This wronged one hath in no wise borne nor doth he bear a
grudge against any one; towards none doth he entertain any
ill-feeling and uttereth no word save for the good of the world.
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My supreme obligation, however, of necessity, prompteth me
to guard and preserve the Cause of God. Thus, with the great-
est regret, I counsel you saying: Guard ye the Cause of God,
protect His law and have the utmost fear of discord. This is the
foundation of the belief of the people of Baha (may my life be of-
fered up for them): “His Holiness, the Exalted One (the Bab),
is the Manifestation of the Unity and Oneness of God and
the Forerunner of the Ancient Beauty. His Holiness the Abha
Beauty (may my life be a sacrifice for His steadfast friends) is
the Supreme Manifestation of God and the Dayspring of His
Most Divine Essence. All others are servants unto Him and
do His bidding.” Unto the Most Holy Book every one must
turn and all that is not expressly recorded therein must be re-
ferred to the Universal House of Justice. That which this body,
whether unanimously or by a majority doth carry, that is verily
the Truth and the Purpose of God Himself. Whoso doth devi-
ate therefrom is verily of them that love discord, hath shown
forth malice and turned away from the Lord of the Covenant.
By this House is meant that Universal House of Justice which
is to be elected from all countries, that is from those parts in
the East and West where the loved ones are to be found, after
the manner of the customary elections in Western countries
such as those of England.

It is incumbent upon these members (of the Universal House
of Justice) to gather in a certain place and deliberate upon
all problems which have caused difference, questions that are
obscure and matters that are not expressly recorded in the
Book. Whatsoever they decide has the same effect as the Text
itself. And inasmuch as this House of Justice hath power to
enact laws that are not expressly recorded in the Book and
bear upon daily transactions, so also it hath power to repeal
the same. Thus for example, the House of Justice enacteth to-
day a certain law and enforceth it, and a hundred years hence,
circumstances having profoundly changed and the conditions
having altered, another House of Justice will then have power,
according to the exigencies of the time, to alter that law. This
it can do because that law formeth no part of the Divine Ex-
plicit Text. The House of Justice is both the initiator and the
abrogator of its own laws.

And now, one of the greatest and most fundamental principles
of the Cause of God is to shun and avoid entirely the Covenant-
breakers, for they will utterly destroy the Cause of God, exter-
minate His Law and render of no account all efforts exerted in
the past. O friends! It behooveth you to call to mind with ten-
derness the trials of His Holiness, the Exalted One, and show
your fidelity to the Ever-Blest Beauty. The utmost endeavor
must be exerted lest all these woes, trials and afflictions, all

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

£l Al 4By 5 O s L § gy
§ gl ooy Sl 5 md il 55 Vb
il 1y i) Camg 8 a2l sl 1, )
.\Apji; wla-..,w\ Sl s )\ L5
M)a\.&\w\;})w\.\ajﬂb&c\u)
u@@b}@\igﬁbmoﬁ@
°/LL£:,K)“3°L:’:F¢J—’L‘) 4l e

s We 5 8 OB E o Osheny

die Con g e Sy ) do s

Ola al 3 VT SL L Gl «£T

J)@w)}uww\&‘a\f):}-
U)‘f«uéf\)@w\d,@b\}gu&w\
NS eyt dadl iy 5l Ly B

CAEGA ot QBN e O b
35 odlae O Sclh K3y & Lol
L e OBl Glasl Sl s o b s

T s 5 w8 plam) e s Lasl O
2 Jlee by acpe Jlaw | Sy O]
0L Al 5 ar a5 Al of e dos paie
1$ p2ly Jhe Sy O s ol i ile
5 Jlae O 26 CBalas 5 a0 pais 42
Ul Qdows o f”"” dde Cy am o9 Nlg
Il Jlo o ) 3y 555 Jyame 5 o
Oll BNl e Jols K i 25¢
45518 2len OT il5 3 ooy 4 Iy
o2 Ll Oley oLl cat Jous |y
a6 #U doe Sy wly S (bl Ao

Jae

Solal 5 bl 1) rap\ bl 5 sl
G by g2 Ly A ) K o il
sl M‘)"—)J\A b CJL?‘) G&}dﬁb 41)‘
gt By 5 Jel & oy AL OLL
S § LS 6F o s ok Sl
st SL gl s Slods 5 2 5 LD
WQJJ)MQJ;JML}\MJJ'{

128

42



14

46

Vol. 179: Writings and Utterances of Abdu’l-Baha, 1921, part II (Aug-Nov)

AB00001

this pure and sacred blood that hath been shed so profusely
in the Path of God, may prove to be in vain. Ye know well
what the hands of the Center of Sedition, Mirza Muhammad
‘Ali, and his associates have wrought. Among his doings, one
of them is the corruption of the Sacred Text whereof ye are
all aware, the Lord be praised, and know that it is evident,
proven and confirmed by the testimony of his brother, Mirza
Badi’u’llah, whose confession is written in his own handwrit-
ing, beareth his seal, is printed and spread abroad. This is but
one of his misdeeds. Can a transgression be imagined more
glaring than this, the interpolation of the Holy Text? Nay, by
the righteousness of the Lord! His transgressions are writ and
recorded in a leaflet by itself. Please God, ye will peruse it.

In short, according to the explicit Divine Text the least trans-
gression shall make of this man a fallen creature, and what
transgression is more grievous than attempting to destroy the
Divine Edifice, breaking the Covenant, erring from the Tes-
tament, falsifying the Holy Text, sowing the seeds of doubt,
calumniating ‘Abdu’l-Baha, advancing claims for which God
hath sent down no warrant, kindling mischief and striving to
shed the very blood of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and many other things
whereof ye are all aware! It is thus evident that should this man
succeed in bringing disruption into the Cause of God, he will
utterly destroy and exterminate it. Beware lest ye approach
this man, for to approach him is worse than approaching fire!

Gracious God! After Mirza Badi’u’llah had declared in his own
handwriting that this man (Muhammad ‘Ali) had broken the
Covenant and had proclaimed his falsification of the Holy Text,
he realized that to return to the True Faith and pay allegiance
to the Covenant and Testament would in no wise promote his
selfish desires. He thus repented and regretted the thing he had
done and attempted privily to gather in his printed confessions,
plotted darkly with the Center of Sedition against me and in-
formed him daily of all the happenings within my household.
He has even taken a leading part in the mischievous deeds that
have of late been committed. Praise be to God affairs recov-
ered their former stability and the loved ones obtained partial
peace. But ever since the day he entered again into our midst,
he began afresh to sow the seeds of sore sedition. Some of
his machinations and intrigues will be recorded in a separate
leaflet.

My purpose is, however, to show that it is incumbent upon the
friends that are fast and firm in the Covenant and Testament
to be ever wakeful lest after this wronged one is gone this alert
and active worker of mischief may cause disruption, privily sow
the seeds of doubt and sedition and utterly root out the Cause
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of God. A thousand times shun his company. Take heed and be
on your guard. Watch and examine; should anyone, openly or
privily, have the least connection with him, cast him out from
your midst, for he will surely cause disruption and mischief.

7 O ye beloved of the Lord! Strive with all your heart to shield

the Cause of God from the onslaught of the insincere, for souls
such as these cause the straight to become crooked and all
benevolent efforts to produce contrary results.

O God, my God! I call Thee, Thy Prophets and Thy Messen-
gers, Thy Saints and Thy Holy Ones, to witness that I have
declared conclusively Thy Proofs unto Thy loved ones and set
forth clearly all things unto them, that they may watch over
Thy Faith, guard Thy Straight Path and protect Thy Resplen-
dent Law. Thou art, verily, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise!

Part Three

) He Is the Witness, the All-Sufficing

O my God! my Beloved, my heart’s Desire! Thou knowest,
Thou seest that which hath befallen this servant of Thine,
that hath humbled himself at Thy Door, and Thou knowest
the sins committed against him by the people of malice, they
that have broken Thy Covenant and turned their backs on Thy
Testament. In the day-time they afflicted me with the arrows
of hate and in the night-season they privily conspired to hurt
me. At dawn they committed that which the Celestial Con-
course did lament and at eventide they unsheathed against me
the sword of tyranny and hurled in the presence of the ungodly
their darts of calumny upon me. Notwithstanding their mis-
deeds, this lowly servant of Thine was patient and did endure
every affliction and trial at their hands, though by Thy power
and might he could have destroyed their words, quenched their
fire and stayed the flame of their rebelliousness.

Thou seest, O my God! how my long-suffering, my forbear-
ance and silence have increased their cruelty, their arrogance
and their pride. By Thy Glory, O Beloved One! They have
misbelieved in Thee and rebelled against Thee in such wise that
they left me not a moment of rest and quiet, that I might arise
as it is meet and seemly, to exalt Thy Word amidst mankind,
and might serve at Thy Threshold of Holiness with a heart that
overfloweth with the joy of the dwellers of the Abha Kingdom.
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Lord! My cup of woe runneth over, and from all sides blows are
fiercely raging upon me. The darts of affliction have compassed
me round and the arrows of distress have rained upon me. Thus
tribulation overwhelmed me and my strength, because of the
onslaught of the foemen, became weakness within me, while I
stood alone and forsaken in the midst of my woes. Lord! Have
mercy upon me, lift me up unto Thyself and make me to drink
from the Chalice of Martyrdom, for the wide world with all its
vastness can no longer contain me.

Thou art, verily, the Merciful, the Compassionate, the Gra-
cious, the All-Bountiful!

5 O ye the true, the sincere, the faithful friends of this wronged

one! Everyone knoweth and believeth what calamities and af-
flictions have befallen this wronged one, this prisoner, at the
hands of those who have broken the Covenant at the time when,
after the setting of the Day-Star of the world, his heart was
consumed with the flame of his bereavement.

When, in all parts of the earth, the enemies of God profiting
by the passing away of the Sun of Truth, suddenly and with
all their might launched their attack; at such a time and in the
midst of so great a calamity, the Covenant-breakers arose with
the utmost cruelty, intent upon harm and the stirring up of the
spirit of enmity. At every moment a misdeed they did commit
and bestirred themselves to sow the seeds of grievous sedition,
and to ruin the edifice of the Covenant. But this wronged one,
this prisoner, did his utmost to hide and veil their doings, that
haply they might regret and repent. His long-suffering and for-
bearance of these evil deeds, however, made the rebellious ones
still more arrogant and daring; until, through leaflets written
with their own hands, they sowed the seeds of doubt, print-
ing these leaflets and scattering them broadcast throughout
the world, believing that such foolish doings would bring to
naught the Covenant and the Testament.

Thereupon the loved ones of the Lord arose, inspired with the
greatest confidence and constancy and aided by the power of
the Kingdom, by Divine Strength, by heavenly Grace, by the
unfailing help and Celestial Bounty, they withstood the ene-
mies of the Covenant in well-nigh three score and ten treatises
and supported by conclusive proofs, unmistakable evidences
and clear texts from the Holy Writ, they refuted their scrolls
of doubt and mischief-kindling leaflets. The Center of Sedition
was thus confounded in his craftiness, afflicted by the wrath of
God, sunk into a degradation and infamy that shall be lasting
until the Day of Doom. Base and wretched is the plight of the
people of evil deeds, they that are in grievous loss!
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And as they lost their cause, grew hopeless in their efforts
against the loved ones of God, saw the Standard of His Testa-
ment waving throughout all regions and witnessed the power of
the Covenant of the Merciful One, the flame of envy so blazed
within them as to be beyond recounting. With the utmost
vigor, exertion, rancor and enmity, they followed another path,
walked in another way, devised another plan: that of kindling
the flame of sedition in the heart of the very government itself,
and thus cause this wronged one, this prisoner to appear as a
mover of strife, inimical to the government and a hater and op-
ponent of the Crown. Perchance ‘Abdu’l-Baha may be put to
death and his name be made to perish whereby an arena may
be opened unto the enemies of the Covenant wherein they may
advance and spur on their charger, inflict a grievous loss upon
everyone and subvert the very foundations of the edifice of the
Cause of God. For so grievous is the conduct and behavior of
this false people that they are become even as an axe striking
at the very root of the Blessed Tree. Should they be suffered
to continue they would, in but a few days’ time, exterminate
the Cause of God, His Word, and themselves.

Hence, the beloved of the Lord must entirely shun them, avoid
them, foil their machinations and evil whisperings, guard the
Law of God and His religion, engage one and all in diffusing
widely the sweet savors of God and to the best of their endeavor
proclaim His Teachings.

Whosoever and whatsoever meeting becometh a hindrance to
the diffusion of the Light of Faith, let the loved ones give them
counsel and say: “Of all the gifts of God the greatest is the gift
of Teaching. It draweth unto us the Grace of God and is our
first obligation. Of such a gift how can we deprive ourselves?
Nay, our lives, our goods, our comforts, our rest, we offer them
all as a sacrifice for the Abha Beauty and teach the Cause of
God.” Caution and prudence, however, must be observed even
as recorded in the Book. The veil must in no wise be suddenly
rent asunder. The Glory of Glories rest upon you.

O ye the faithful loved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is incumbent
upon you to take the greatest care of Shoghi Effendi, the twig
that hath branched from and the fruit given forth by the two
hallowed and Divine Lote-Trees, that no dust of despondency
and sorrow may stain his radiant nature, that day by day he
may wax greater in happiness, in joy and spirituality, and may
grow to become even as a fruitful tree.

For he is, after ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Guardian of the Cause of

God, the Afnan, the Hands (pillars) of the Cause and the
beloved of the Lord must obey him and turn unto him. He
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AB00001

that obeyeth him not, hath not obeyed God; he that turneth
away from him, hath turned away from God and he that deni-
eth him, hath denied the True One. Beware lest anyone falsely
interpret these words, and like unto them that have broken the
Covenant after the Day of Ascension (of Baha'u’llah) advance
a pretext, raise the standard of revolt, wax stubborn and open
wide the door of false interpretation. To none is given the right
to put forth his own opinion or express his particular convic-
tion. All must seek guidance and turn unto the Center of the
Cause and the House of Justice. And he that turneth unto
whatsoever else is indeed in grievous error.

The Glory of Glories rest upon youl!
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Study guide to this volume

This volume gathers the last writings and recorded utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, who passed away on
November 28, 1921. The August through November tablets carry the atmosphere of a final charge:
he is speaking to visitors at Haifa, writing to communities scattered across three continents, and
composing his last major philosophical epistle, the Lawh-i-Dr. Forel, one of the most sustained
treatments of mind, spirit, nature, and God in the entire Baha’i corpus. The conversations recorded
by Marie Watson and others who visited Haifa in the late summer are of unusual intimacy: ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is tired, his body is failing, and yet the clarity and urgency of his counsel is undiminished. The
themes that emerge—the world’s godlessness and the believers’ responsibility for its healing, the
psychology of tests and pride, the epistemology of prophetic knowledge, the doctrine of progressive
revelation, and the radical theology of self-sacrifice—read, in retrospect, as a final summing-up.
The Will and Testament, revealed in stages over decades, had already appointed Shoghi Effendi
as Guardian; its contents were to become known only after ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s passing. These final
writings thus occupy a unique threshold: they are last counsels whose full implications would only
unfold in the decades that followed.

The Remedy in the Believers’ Hands: Unity, Deeds, and the Heal-
ing of the World

Key Passages

I have sent for thee. Others have had to ask permission. I have thus honored thee. How
great this bounty is, thou and others will only realize later. Thou must ever be grateful
to God for this great bounty. I will always pray for thee. I will never forget thee.

The world for the most part is Godless. If left to itself it will perish. Bahais have the
remedy in their hands for the healing of the sick world. If they do not apply the remedy,
God will raise up a “strange” people to do the work, for, verily, He is able to do this, and
the heedless will suffer a great loss. We must not occupy our time with the discussion
of non-essentials, we must consider this needy world. — ABU0064

Unity is one thing, uniformity is another. Unity is not accomplished by suppression.
Unity comes by submission of man’s will to the will of God. The unity which is the
result of inner conviction is a permanent state; that uniformity which is the result of
outward pressure is temporary. Yet the minority must always yield to the majority—not
because the majority is always right, we know that this is not so, but for the sake of
holding together is this necessary...
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When the ego is submerged in the ocean of Divine Love the powers of darkness have
no control over it and wisdom is attained. This wisdom is a gift from God. Those who
possess it are divinely appointed watchmen, and through wise adjustment they maintain
the progress and stability of the Cause of God. — ABU0064

All the believers in this cycle are in the same station when they accept the Manifestation
of God and His Teachings. This is the baptism of water. When the soul advances to
the second stage, it receives and becomes conscious of the Divine Spirit; then the spirit
speaks through it, it is inspired and can answer all questions, because man does not
answer for himself, but the Holy Spirit enlightens and teaches him so long as he seeks
from this source, the Ocean of Reality. This is the baptism of the spirit. The third
station is the baptism of fire. Then the soul is aflame with the fire of the Love of God
and is detached from all worldly states, such as the merely intellectual perceptions. —
ABU0064

Context for Study

The August 1921 utterances to Marie Watson and other pilgrims in Haifa are among the most
direct pastoral statements in the entire corpus. The declaration that the world is “Godless” and
will “perish” if left to itself is not rhetorical: ‘Abdu’l-Baha means that the structural disorders of
international politics—nationalism, racial conflict, economic exploitation—have no internal correc-
tive principle, and that only a teaching that addresses the soul can produce the outward change
that international arrangements alone cannot supply. The “remedy” the believers hold is a trans-
formed character capable of embodying the principles of unity in daily life—a transformation that
goes far beyond any program of political reform. The threefold baptism—of water, spirit, and
fire—echoes the Christian Johannine typology (Matthew 3:11: “I baptize you with water..He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire”) but repurposes it as a psychology of spiritual develop-
ment applicable to every believer in every cycle. The distinction between unity and uniformity is
one of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa’s most important contributions to the philosophy of social organization: unity
preserves diversity and requires genuine inner conviction, while uniformity suppresses difference
through outward pressure and produces only apparent consensus. This distinction anticipates by
decades much of the political philosophy concerned with the difference between procedural and
substantive conceptions of democratic agreement, and resonates with Isaiah Berlin’s worry about
the suppression of individual liberty in the name of collective will.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says God will raise up a “strange” people to do the healing work if the believers
fail to apply the remedy. What does this threat suggest about the relationship between
divine purpose and human responsibility? Is divine purpose unconditional, or does it depend
on human response?

2. How does the distinction between unity and uniformity apply to the governance of religious
communities today? Where have religious institutions confused the two, and with what
consequences?

3. The three baptisms—water, spirit, and fire—describe a progressive deepening of spiritual life.
Which stage do you find most difficult to characterize, and why? How does this schema
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compare with other accounts of spiritual development in Christian mysticism, Sufi thought,

or Buddhist practice?

. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says the majority must be followed “for the sake of holding together,”

not

because it is always right. What are the conditions under which this principle is sound, and
where might it break down? Compare with Rousseau’s concept of the “general will” and with

the Islamic principle of #jma’ (scholarly consensus).

5. What would it look like in practice to “not occupy our time with the discussion of non-

essentials” while dealing with a needy world? What would qualify as essential, and who

decides?

Tests, Pride, and the Psychology of Spiritual Discernment

Key Passages

He spoke of tests. Tests are of various kinds, meeting the needs of the soul. Tests are
not sent as punishment, but in reality to reveal the soul to itself. Tests reveal strength
as well as weakness and provide opportunity to remedy defects.

The soul also becomes aware of its strength, a former weakness is overcome and a
surprise awaits the soul; it realizes its growth, and so the heavy discipline is proved to
be nutritive and a new confidence and trust is born in the consciousness, and this leads
to mastery, self-discipline becomes self-mastery. — ABU3059

Take prejudice how it grows. First a few people say something hateful about a person
and generally there is a fragment of truth in what they say. The story grows, is spread,
the circle widens, discussions are indulged in inharmony, schism takes place—what a
waste of precious time that could and should be used for constructive work. —
ABU3199

Retrogression is a possibility also through egotistic importance. Pride is the greatest
sin—perhaps the only sin—leading to every other evil, warping the judgment.

Cruelty, the opposite element of compassion, that rules the ego. It is a destructive force
and is headed downward to its own disintegration in time...

These are the divine virtues, such as patience, courage, love, mercy, and judgment—your
own judgment, through the bounty of the Gracious Lord. One must learn to distinguish
black from white, light from darkness; one should listen to the response of the spirit
and receive the answer to perplexing problems. — ABU1473

Context for Study

The cluster of utterances recorded by Marie Watson in August 1921 constitutes a compact psychol-
ogy of spiritual growth and its obstacles. The teaching on tests (ABU3059) inverts the common
religious assumption that tribulation is divine punishment: tests are diagnostic instruments, reveal-
ing the soul to itself. This teaching, which implies that the harshness of a test is proportional to
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what the soul needs to discover, transforms the meaning of suffering from arbitrary affliction into
purposive revelation. The teaching on pride (ABU1473) goes further: pride is identified as the root
sin for its tendency to “warp the judgment”—a functional disorder of perception rather than an
offense against a jealous God— making accurate discernment of reality impossible. A proud soul
cannot learn from tests, because it cannot bear to see its weaknesses. The analysis of how prejudice
grows (ABU3199) is almost sociological in its precision: it begins with a fragment of truth, then
amplifies through repetition and group dynamics until it produces schism. In the Islamic tradition,
kibr (pride) is the sin of Iblis, and in Christian moral theology, superbia (pride) is the first and
foundational deadly sin. But ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s treatment is psychological and communal rather than
primarily theological: pride is a functional disorder of perception, and its cure is the practice of
discernment—Ilearning to distinguish black from white—through humble attention to the spirit’s
response. Aristotle would recognize the structure here: the virtues are cognitive as well as moral;
to be virtuous is, among other things, to perceive correctly.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé says tests “reveal the soul to itself.” What does this imply about the relationship
between self-knowledge and suffering? Compare with the Socratic method, with the Christian
theology of the cross, and with the Buddhist concept of dukkha as the ground of awakening.

2. If pride is the root of every other evil because it “warps the judgment,” then moral failure is
at bottom cognitive failure—a failure to see clearly. How does this compare with Aristotle’s
account of moral failure as akrasia (weakness of will) and with Kant’s account of it as the
subordination of duty to inclination?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes the growth of prejudice with sociological precision—fragment of truth,
amplification, schism. Identify a contemporary example of this pattern and trace its stages.
At which point might it have been interrupted, and how?

4. The counsel to “listen to the response of the spirit” as a means of discernment suggests that
spiritual perception is a cultivable faculty. What practices cultivate it, according to the Baha’i
writings? How do these compare with the Ignatian “discernment of spirits” in the Christian
tradition?

5. How does the identification of cruelty as the ruling tendency of the ego—“headed downward
to its own disintegration”—apply to the political dynamics of authoritarianism and collective
violence? Is ‘Abdu’l-Bahé offering a moral psychology that has structural implications?

The Tablet to Dr. Forel: Mind, Soul, Nature, and the Unknowable
God

Key Passages

Now concerning mental faculties, they are in truth of the inherent properties of the
soul, even as the radiation of light is the essential property of the sun. The rays of the
sun are renewed but the sun itself is ever the same and unchanged. Consider how the
human intellect develops and weakens, and may at times come to naught, whereas the
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soul changeth not. For the mind to manifest itself, the human body must be whole; and
a sound mind cannot be but in a sound body, whereas the soul dependeth not upon the
body. It is through the power of the soul that the mind comprehendeth, imagineth and
exerteth its influence, whilst the soul is a power that is free. — ABO00020

In man, however, there is a discovering power that transcendeth the world of nature
and controlleth and interfereth with the laws thereof. For instance, all minerals, plants
and animals are captives of nature..Man, however, though in body the captive of nature
is yet free in his mind and soul, and hath the mastery over nature...

Consider: according to the law of nature man liveth, moveth and hath his being on
earth, yet his soul and mind interfere with the laws thereof, and even as the bird he
flieth in the air, saileth speedily upon the seas and as the fish soundeth the deep and
discovereth the things therein. Verily this is a grievous defeat inflicted upon the laws
of nature. — AB00020

Now concerning the Essence of Divinity: in truth it is on no account determined by any-
thing apart from its own nature, and can in no wise be comprehended. For whatsoever
can be conceived by man is a reality that hath limitations and is not unlimited...

As to the attributes and perfections such as will, knowledge, power and other ancient
attributes that we ascribe to that Divine Reality, these are the signs that reflect the
existence of beings in the visible plane and not the absolute perfections of the Divine
Essence that cannot be comprehended... Thus we say His attributes are unknowable. —
AB00020

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Dr. Forel, written in response to the Swiss neurologist Auguste Forel’s questions
about the soul and God, is one of the most philosophically disciplined documents in the Baha’i
corpus. Forel was a distinguished materialist and social reformer, and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4a addresses
him with the respect he explicitly reserves for “accomplished, moderate philosophers who have
been of service to mankind.” The tablet distinguishes three levels of the problem: the relationship
between mind and soul, the place of humanity in nature, and the knowability of God. On the
first point, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd adopts a position that philosophers of mind might recognize as a form of
property dualism with respect to the mind (mental faculties are properties of the soul, not of the
brain), combined with a stronger substance dualism with respect to the soul itself. The argument
from the variability of the intellect—it develops, weakens, and may come to naught—against the
unchanging soul has structural similarities to Descartes’s argument in the Meditations, though it
avoids Cartesian interactionism. On the place of humanity, the argument from the capacity to
“interfere with the laws of nature”—flying, sailing, imprisoning electrical energy in a glass bulb—is
a teleological argument: the existence of a power that transcends nature points to a reality that is
not merely natural. On God’s knowability, the tablet is firmly apophatic: all positive attributes we
ascribe to God are reflections of our own limitations read in reverse, signs of what God is not. This
position has resonances with Jewish via negativa (Maimonides, Saadia Gaon), Christian negative
theology (Pseudo-Dionysius, Eckhart), and the Islamic conviction that God’s essence (dhaat) is
utterly beyond all description.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that the soul is distinguished from the mind by the fact that the mind
varies while the soul remains constant. Is this argument convincing? How would a modern
neuroscientist respond, and what are the limits of a purely neurological account of human
personhood?

2. The tablet argues that humanity’s capacity to “interfere with the laws of nature” is evidence of
a reality that transcends nature. How does this argument compare with Kant’s argument from
moral freedom, and with contemporary discussions of the “hard problem” of consciousness?

3. The apophatic claim that “His attributes are unknowable” seems to threaten the meaningful-
ness of religious language. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé hold together genuine knowledge of God
(through effects and order) with genuine unknowability of the Divine Essence? Compare with
Maimonides’ Guide for the Perplexed and Pseudo-Dionysius’s Mystical Theology.

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé addresses Forel, a committed materialist and atheist, with philosophical respect
rather than religious condemnation. What does this stance reveal about his understanding
of the relationship between sincere inquiry and faith?

5. How does the claim that “the part dependeth upon the whole; the part cannot possess perfec-
tions whereof the whole is deprived” function as an argument against reductive materialism?
Is it successful?

Progressive Revelation and the Unity of Religion

Key Passages

Religion with God is Islam, from Adam to the Seal, as God, glory be to Him and
exalted is He, has said “Abraham was a Muslim community.” Thus all the Prophets
and Messengers were Muslims because they were all upon the manifest truth—“We
make no distinction between any of His Messengers.”

Every one of the divine religions resolves into two parts: One part is the root and
foundation, which relates to beliefs—mnamely the oneness of God, the prophethood of
the Prophets, refinement of character, acquisition of virtues, benefiting from divine
outpourings and merciful inspirations, and similar gifts. This part does not change or
alter, as God addressed His Prophet (peace be upon him) saying “Follow the religion
of Abraham, the upright one.”

The second part relates to transactions and laws. This part is the branch and changes
and alters according to the requirements of time and place. But as for the fundamental
foundation, there is absolutely no change or alteration, and you will never find any
change in God’s way. — ABO02149

Context for Study

This compact tablet to a Muslim correspondent offers one of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd’s most economical state-
ments of the doctrine of progressive revelation. By grounding the argument in Qur’anic language—
identifying Islam in its broadest sense as the submission to God that all prophets from Adam to
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Muhammad shared—he addresses his interlocutor from within their shared frame of reference. The
two-part division of religion into unchanging roots (theology and ethics) and changing branches
(laws and institutions) is structurally similar to the distinction in Islamic jurisprudence between
usul (foundations) and furu’ (branches), though it takes that distinction in a direction Islamic
orthodoxy does not follow: the changing of laws is not merely a matter of jtihad (scholarly rein-
terpretation) within a fixed revelation but the expression of a genuine plurality of dispensations,
each appropriate to the capacity of its age. The foundational continuity—oneness of God, reality
of prophethood, refinement of character—is what the Bahd’i principle of the “oneness of religion”
means in practice: every authentic revelation is a manifestation of the same Truth, adapted to the
developmental stage of humanity at a particular moment in history. This places Baha’i theology in
interesting tension with both Islamic doctrine (which tends to understand itself as superseding and
completing all previous revelations) and with Christian claims to the finality of the Incarnation.
The parallel in the philosophy of religion is John Hick’s “pluralist hypothesis,” though ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s version is not relativist: the Truth itself is one, and its progressive manifestations are not
equally adequate at all times.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa argues that all prophets were “Muslims” in the Qur’anic sense of being submit-
ted to God’s will. How does this hermeneutic move work within Islamic theological categories,
and how might a Muslim orthodox theologian respond?

2. The distinction between the unchanging root and the changing branch of religion is theolog-
ically powerful but also raises difficult questions. Who determines which aspects belong to
which category, and on what authority?

3. How does the Baha’i doctrine of progressive revelation compare with the Christian theology
of fulfillment—the view that earlier revelations are fulfilled and superseded by Christ—and
with the Jewish understanding of the Torah as eternal and binding?

4. The tablet observes that the original foundations of religion “have become forgotten, com-
pletely forgotten.” Is this diagnosis of religious amnesia historically accurate, and what are
its implications for interreligious dialogue?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses his Muslim correspondent with the Islamic greeting and vocabulary.
What does this tell us about his theory and practice of interfaith communication?

Self-Sacrifice, Service, and the Spirit of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar

Key Passages

On the one hand, I was deeply touched, for thou hadst sheared off those fair tresses of
thine with the shears of detachment from this world and of self-sacrifice in the path of
the Kingdom of God. And on the other, I was greatly pleased, for that dearly-beloved
daughter hath evinced so great a spirit of self-sacrifice as to offer up so precious a part
of her body in the pathway of the Cause of God...

This deed of thine is, however, an eloquent testimony to thy noble spirit of self-sacrifice.
Thou hast, verily, sacrificed thy life and great will be the spiritual results thou shalt
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obtain..And though it be thine hair that thou hast sacrificed, yet thou shalt be filled
with the Spirit, and though it be this perishable member of thy body which thou hast
laid down in the path of God, yet thou shalt find the Divine Gift, shalt behold the
Celestial Beauty, obtain imperishable glory and attain unto everlasting life.— AB02552

Consider ye, that though in the eyes of women nothing is more precious than rich and
flowing locks, yet notwithstanding this, that highly honored lady hath evinced so rare
and beautiful a spirit of self-sacrifice...

It is related that once in the days of the Apostle of God He signified His desire that
an army should advance in a certain direction..a woman stricken in years, whose sole
possession was a handful of dates, came to the Apostle and laid at His feet her humble
contribution. Thereupon the Prophet of God...bade that this handful of dates be placed
over and above all the contributions that had been gathered, thus asserting the merit
and superiority thereof over all the rest. — ABO00615

Context for Study

Two tablets on the same event—a woman in Manchester who sheared her hair to contribute to the
building of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar—illuminate the theology of sacrifice that runs through ‘Abdu’l-
Bahd’s thought. The personal letter to Norah Crossley (AB02552) is notable for its dual emotional
register: ‘Abdu’l-Bahé is simultaneously “deeply touched” and reluctant to have approved such an
act, which he would not have counseled. This dual register reflects the recognition of a genuine
spiritual reality that exceeds ordinary calculation. The communal letter (AB00615) places the act
within a typology of sacrificial giving that includes the Prophet Muhammad’s hadith about the
elderly woman’s handful of dates—the same typological structure found in Jesus’ commendation
of the widow’s two mites in Mark 12:41-44. In both cases, the standard of value is reversed: the
small offering that exhausts the giver’s entire resources exceeds the large offering that costs the
donor nothing. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s generalization from this specific act is characteristic: the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar is a symbol and instrument of a new civilization, its function exceeding that of any ordinary
building, and the spirit of sacrifice that builds it is the same spirit that holds civilization together.
His prediction that these same buildings would eventually number “a hundred thousand” is notable:
the architectural aspiration is inseparable from the spiritual one, and both are grounded in the same
logic of whole-hearted offering.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha would not have counseled Norah Crossley’s act, yet he praises it unreservedly
once it is done. What does this reveal about the relationship between spiritual spontaneity
and institutional guidance? Where is the boundary between the two?

2. The parallel with the widow’s mite (Mark 12:41-44) and the elderly woman’s dates suggests
a universal typology of sacrificial giving. What is the spiritual logic of this typology, and why
does completeness of gift outweigh magnitude?

3. The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is described as a “holy Temple” that is also an instrument of social
transformation. How does the concept of sacred architecture as civilizational force compare
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with the function of the cathedral in medieval Christian thought, or the mosque in classical
Islamic urban planning?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that the woman who sacrificed her hair “hath verily, sacrificed thy life.” Is
this hyperbole, or does it reflect a genuine theology in which any whole-hearted self-offering
participates in the structure of martyrdom?

5. What does the fact that both acts of exemplary giving are performed by women suggest about
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s understanding of the relationship between gender, social power, and spiritual
capacity?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The writings of August through November 1921 carry the compressed weight of a lifetime’s thought
delivered under the pressure of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s approaching death—though neither he nor his inter-
locutors yet fully knew what was coming. The world is diagnosed as godless and sick, the believers
are told they hold the remedy, and the final philosophical epistle of the Tablet to Dr. Forel lays
out the architecture of a universe in which matter, mind, soul, nature, and God are related in a
hierarchy of ascending comprehension. The self-sacrifice of a woman in Manchester, the terror of
tests, the anatomy of prejudice, and the unity of all religion are woven into a single fabric.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s last counsels
converge on the claim that the believers hold the remedy for a sick world, and if that
remedy requires transformation at the level of the soul—expressed in unity, sacrifice,
freedom from pride, and the recognition of God’s unknowability—what would it mean
to take this diagnosis seriously as both a spiritual commitment and a program of
civilizational renewal?
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