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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 180

This first collection of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha (the thirteen volumes of undated letters
run roughly from longest to shortest by word count) is rich in materials bearing on the defense
of the Covenant, the interpretation of Babi history, and the administrative consolidation of the
early Baha’i community. The substantial Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Abhar (AB04989) is among the most no-
table items: it combines guidance to the Hands of the Cause on responding publicly to calumnies,
a detailed account of the intrigues of Jamalu’d-Din, Aqa Khan, and Shaykh Ahmad-i-Kirmani in
Constantinople, instructions concerning the Tarbiyat school and newly founded educational insti-
tutions, an interpretation of the “full thousand years” before another Manifestation, and approving
comments on endowed caravansaries as works of public charity. Related polemical and historical
pieces include AB00050, AB00067, and AB00082, which revisit Mirza Yahya’s conduct, the Bab’s
explicit anticipation of Baha’u’llah, the problem of literalist readings of prophetic texts, and the
contrast between the heroism of the martyrs and the claims of the Azalis. AB00072 is also of spe-
cial interest for its pastoral tone toward one wavering in the Covenant, together with its striking
statement that Baha’u’llah’s Covenant was intended to prevent dissension within the Cause.

Several items stand out for their doctrinal and exegetical range. ABO00058 is a wide-ranging in-
terpretive work treating Qur’anic submission, beneficence, inspiration in the Prayer of Kumayl,
remembrance in the Hidden Words, the renunciation of fleeting desire, and the “Garden of Names”
associated with the Bab. AB00258 likewise gathers several technical topics—reason and sense per-
ception, the Burning Bush, the Tree of Life, Mount Paran, and the distinction between ma’ad and
raj’a—within an exhortation to study the Book of the Covenant. ABU0217 offers an extended sym-
bolic interpretation of Adam, Eve, Eden, the Tree of Life, and the rivers of Genesis, while AB00353
treats prophetic infallibility, the Qur’anic language of “sin” in relation to the Manifestations, the
birth of Christ, and the implicit presence of later Revelations in earlier scriptures. AB00390 is
significant for its praise of medicine, built around the tradition that knowledge is of two kinds,
“knowledge of bodies” and “knowledge of religions.”

Other pieces illuminate the social and public dimensions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry. ABU0225 gives
a compact presentation of twelve Baha’i principles, including the oneness of humanity, harmony of
religion and reason, equality of men and women, universal education, economic justice, a universal
auxiliary language, and an international tribunal. AB00321 is especially valuable for its instructions
to the believers of Hamadan that distinctions between Jewish and Muslim backgrounds be effaced
and that assemblies include members from both communities. ABO06137 discusses the Iranian
constitutional movement, distinguishing sincere reform from clerical opportunism while reaffirming
Baha’i non-involvement in partisan politics. ABU0243, ABU0383, AB00387, and AB00371 preserve
glimpses of official surveillance, interrogations, forged accusations, and the practical management
of correspondence under pressure. Finally, devotional and commemorative items such as AB00272
on Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, AB00212 on a devoted woman who died after a life of service, AB00356
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addressed to the family of the King of Martyrs, AB00913 on the sufferings of Baha’u’llah, and
ABO00360 on the sweetness of trials provide vivid examples of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s consolatory voice and
his effort to transform persecution into a summons to steadfast service.
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AB04989

AB04989

Lawh-i-Ibn-i- Abhar
To: Ibn-i-Abhar

O thou who hast arisen to serve the Covenant!

That which thou hadst written hath been perused and its pur-
port fully understood. From the grace and loving-kindness of
the Ancient Beauty—may my soul be a ransom for His loved
ones—I hope that thou mayest be confirmed in all matters and
aided in every affair.

Concerning the writings of him who hath calumniated against
God, thou hast written. All the Hands must, in perfect unity,
appoint one or two from among the Hands, that they may arise
to answer those calumnies, compose a treatise in refutation,
print it and circulate it abroad. This, in truth, is a fundamental
service appertaining to the Hands.

As to that which thou hast written regarding the misleader of
Isfahan and the influence he hath gained, “be thou not cast
down, neither grieved”; for ere long will God, through a power
from His own presence, shatter their might. Verily, thy Lord
is the Victorious, the All-Powerful. But those epistles must
receive a conclusive reply, and those impostures a decisive and
unanswerable proof.

5 A recompense befitting his calumnies hath already been meted

out to that slanderer by the Omnipotent Lord. In Constantino-
ple those souls employed every possible device and, through
that worthless Jamal-i-Din, sought to secure influence at the
seat of power. Jamal-i-Din, unknown and obscure, by reason
of his nearness and intimacy at first with His Imperial Majesty,
the Sultan, became a means of every manner of sedition and
mischief.

Day and night that Jamal-i-Din used to dwell in the home of
the late Rida Pasha, Chief Inspector to His Majesty the Sul-
tan. Owing to the nature of that official’s position, whatever
imposture he could devise against the Truth, he uttered, that
he might bring abasement to the Cause of God.
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AB04989

That same Aga Khan, so notorious, was the scribe of Jamal-i-
Din. At night he and Shaykh Ahmad-i-Kirmani—well known—
would accompany Jamal-i-Din and be present in the assemblies
of Rida Pasha. The ministers of the exalted government were
likewise in constant attendance at the house of that lamented
Rida Pasha.

On such nights, taking advantage of the occasion, Aga Khan
and Shaykh Ahmad would raise some subject concerning the
Blessed Beauty and this servant, and would pour forth as many
calumnies as they could, such calumnies as would lead to the
shedding of the blood of the Blessed Beauty.

At first Jamal-i-Din would sit silent and motionless. After-
wards the ministers would question him, saying: “What say
you concerning these matters?” At the beginning he would re-
ply: “I am a man of free thought; I am bound to no nation or
religion, and I involve myself in none of these affairs, nor do I
enter into such discussions.”

Then the ministers would insist, saying: “You must assuredly
possess complete information on this matter; give us some brief
account, that our minds may be at rest.” Again he would refuse,
and in no wise consent to speak. They would once more press
him, saying: “Say but a little.”

At length he would loosen his tongue and say: “I have no
concern with these matters. Yet, merely for your information,
since I have acquainted myself with all nations and religions, I
have gained knowledge of the hidden truths of their books and
writings.”

Then he would continue: “These things which Aga Khan and
Shaykh Ahmad recount—there is in them doubtless some mea-
sure of exaggeration; but the essence of the affair is that these
people’s aims are opposed to the prosperity, the civilization,
and the laws of the State. They are in enmity and hostility
toward all governments; their purpose is the uprooting of hu-
man society, the effacement of all nations, the plundering of
the wealth of the peoples, and the enslavement of the women
and children of all communities. But I myself have no part in
these matters; all nations are pleasing to me, and I am at peace
with every people. What I desire is that all the peoples of the
world should become civilized, no matter to what religion or
nation they may belong.”

In this wise, by subtle devices, he would confirm, under the
guise of absolute disinterestedness, every calumny of Aqa Khan
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and Shaykh Ahmad. The ministers—may God aid them—were
thus led to imagine that whatsoever that obscure person ut-
tered, being clothed in such apparent impartiality, was pure
truth.

At length the aforesaid Aga Khan composed a work and enti-
tled it Kholasatu’l-Bayan (“The Essence of the Bayan”). He
posed as a staunch adherent of the Qur’an and claimed to be a
devoted champion of the faith, as though, in the religion of the
Furqgan, he were a soul ready to sacrifice his life; that, owing
to the breaches that had appeared in that Faith, he was day
and night lamenting and weeping.

The contents of Kholasatu’l-Bayan were of such a nature as
cannot be described nor committed to writing. Every ordi-
nance of the Law, every ruling that would raze to the ground
the edifice of human society, every form of sedition, corrup-
tion, bloodthirstiness, tyranny, oppression, shamelessness, en-
mity and hatred toward the human world, every evil intention
toward all nations—he there set down as the very essence of
the religion of those who believed in the Bayan, and presented
this to the ministers.

By every artifice he seduced that same Jamal-i-Din, and made
him, outwardly with all apparent impartiality, confirm every
one of those charges. So powerful was the effect of this mischief
that in the eyes of the ministers it became fully established
and proved that the only remedy for the extinction of all these
seditions and tumults lay in the annihilation of that company
in ‘Akka. Otherwise, before long, that fire would blaze forth
with such violence as could never be quenched.

Only the deliberation, restraint, justice, and fairness of His
Imperial Majesty, the Sultan—may God aid and assist him—
became a barrier and a hindrance; otherwise a corruption most
great would have ensued.

On the other hand, through Mirza Husayn-i-Kashi (now de-
ceased), son of Mulla Ja'far (also deceased), all the notables,
dignitaries, and merchants of Iran then resident in Constantino-
ple were invited to the house of Mirza Husayn. Even the entire
staff of the Legation, save only the Ambassador himself, were
present.

After tea, sweets, and luncheon, Aqa Khan arose and said: “O
nobles, leaders, and men of wealth of Iran who are here in
Constantinople! You are honoured souls and are well-informed
of all the affairs of the world. Every nation in this day is
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occupied with thoughts of its progress, civilization, prosperity,
honour, and well-being, and they spare no pains in seeking the
means of their advancement. Only we Iranians, in no wise, and
under no circumstances, concern ourselves with the progress
and civilization of our land and with the honour and felicity of
our people. If matters continue thus, the end will undoubtedly
be naught but despair, disappointment, and extinction.”

He continued: “We, who have journeyed forth from Iran and
come to this centre which, in truth, is situate in the heart of
the world, and who with our own eyes witness the advances
of all nations and powers—how can it be permissible for us
to remain silent, inactive, heedless, and indifferent? We must
strive to surpass all in this thought and this concern, that we
may become the cause of the honour, glory, and progress of
the kingdom and people of Iran.

“And when the prosperity and progress of a state and nation
are intended, the repulsion of harm hath precedence over the
attraction of benefit. The disease must first be healed, and
then the constitution strengthened.

“Today the chronic malady which, like strangulating colic or
consumption, hath seized upon the body of the state and na-
tion of Iran is this group—whose aim, in very truth, is wholly
to overthrow the foundation and substance of Iran. In every
respect they have descended upon the people like the incubus
that seizeth the sleeper. Their intention is such, their convic-
tion such, their method such, their path such. With the utmost
might they are planning the ruin and destruction of Iran. If
they remain, be assured that they will entirely uproot the very
existence of Iran. Therefore must this harmful element be in-
stantly removed.

“And if you desire to know the pernicious beliefs, the destruc-
tive aims, the ferocious and bloodthirsty designs, and the harm-
ful purposes of this sect, they possess a book named the Bayan.
We have, since it is prolix, extracted its substance and entitled
it Kholasatu’l-Bayan.”

Then he took forth that treatise—a work such that, from the
beginning of creation until now, no text had been composed
containing such injurious aims, such wicked intentions, such
false principles as would undermine the foundation of the hu-
man world and demolish the edifice of the divine Cause—and
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ascribed this treatise to the Bab—may my soul be a ransom
for Him.

That treatise he read from opening to close in that gathering,
and cried aloud: “Wa dina! Wa shari’ata! Wa tariqata! Wa
madhaba! Wa dawlata! Wa millata!” in such wise that all the
assembled were seized with panic.

Then he said: “The balm for this wound and the remedy for
this pain is the scattering and destroying of these people, this
group who are in ‘Akka.”

- All present then consulted together: What was to be done?

Toward evening a dispute arose between that same person and
a certain professional reciter of mourning. The latter became
angry and said: “O so-and-so! Thou imaginest that we are
ignorant, foolish, and devoid of understanding; that we know
nothing of the reality of this matter. You too belong to this
very sect, but have become two factions—one called Baha'’i and
the other Azali. And because of the hatred you bear toward
that other side, you are bent on wiping them out and seizing
the field for yourselves. As for us, we stand aloof from both
parties and are quit of you all. Do as you please with one
another; what have we to do with it?”

Thus, by the aid and assistance of God, that assembly ended
without result; the company was dispersed and the full object
of those gentlemen was not attained, though sundry baseless
rumours and absurd tales became current among the people.

Then, by an accidental circumstance, a quarrel broke out
between Aga Khan and Aqa Tahir, editor of the newspaper
Akhtar. His Excellency the Ambassador defended Aqa Tahir,
and the matter was referred to Us: that this Aqa Khan is a
seditious person, and that proofs of his subversion exist in
writing.

This matter His Imperial Majesty remitted to the late Rida
Pasha, that he might investigate. Meanwhile Aqa Khan had
already renounced Persian nationality and requested Ottoman
citizenship. When Rida Pasha questioned Aqa Khan, the latter
replied: “Because I applied for Ottoman citizenship, therefore
the Ambassador is offended with me.”

Thereafter they summoned Aqa Tahir and questioned him con-
cerning Aqa Khan. Aga Tahir said: “This person is corrupt,
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and I have in my possession documents in his own handwrit-
ing proving his subversion.” Rida Pasha demanded the papers;
Aqga Tahir submitted several pages. Aga Khan denied that
the writing was his. Aqa Tahir said: “He writes in varying
scripts so that no one specimen resembles another.” But His
Excellency Rida Pasha did not accept that answer.

He next inquired of Aqa Khan: “What is the cause of this
enmity between you and Aga Tahir?” Aqa Khan replied: “For
four years I was employed as a scribe in the Akhtar printing-
house. At the end of each month, instead of cash wages, he
gave me a bond, and certain of those wages are still unpaid.
These bonds he still holds. When I demanded my right, Aqa
Tahir took offence. In order to avoid paying these wages, he
hath now falsely accused me. Otherwise, I am a reformer, not
a corrupter.”

In those days Jamal-i-Din—may God not forgive him—had
evident influence. By his intervention it was conveyed to the
royal court, through Rida Pasha, that all these accusations
were false and sheer calumny, and that the displeasure of the
Fmbassy sprang only from the fact that Aqa Khan had sought
shelter under the everlasting protection of the Ottoman State.

A royal decree was therefore issued granting him Ottoman citi-
zenship, together with a present of fifty liras and a watch, and it
was arranged that Aqa Khan should be appointed Persian tutor
to the children of the Inspector of Justice (Nazir-i-‘Adliyyih),
and that he should reside in the premises of Nazir Pasha.

It is obvious what such an arena thus afforded to Aqa Khan and
Shaykh Ahmad would lead to. Words cannot depict what plots,
together with Jamal-i-Din, they devised for Our uprooting. I
am, in very truth, unable to recount their schemes, for, by God,
such devices would not even occur to Satan himself. Were I
to narrate them in detail, others, learning the pattern, might
follow. For this reason I am constrained to conceal.

In short, it was solely the protection and preservation vouch-
safed by God that preserved Us; otherwise that guile and that
intrigue could not have failed of their effect. We, in ‘Akka,
were secluded in the corner of a prison, occupied with Our
own affairs, whilst the faithless ones of ‘Akka had so assailed
Us that, by God, He besides Whom there is no other God,
never was there leisure in the exalted capital to defend against
those corruptions.
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At the utmost, two brief sentences were written to a certain

person, to the effect that Our sole request is this: that the gov-
ernment should exercise patience and forbearance; the reality
of the situation will inevitably become manifest.

Behold now the power of God. By an accidental event, after
a brief interval, a certain Jew of Iran, of the lineage of Moses,
named Kalim, went to an Ottoman engraver and requested
that he cut for him a seal of gold. He dictated an inscription
which, as a rhyme for the seal, was ambiguous and suggestive.

The engraver went to the police chief (Mushir-i Zabitiyyih)
and said: “A certain Iranian Jewish physician has come to me,
asking that I engrave a seal with this inscription. The phrase
has cast me into doubt; I have brought it to you to examine.”
The police chief replied: “When he returns to you, follow him
and see whither he goeth.”

The engraver watched; at last that Jewish physician entered a
certain house. He reported to the police chief, who thereupon
sent Nazim Pasha with police and gendarmes. They searched
the house and, as fate would have it, it was the house of Shaykh
Ahmad, and Aga Khan frequented it continually.

There they found seditious papers in the handwriting of Aqa
Khan and Shaykh Ahmad, among them drafts of letters which
they had been sending to the newspaper Qanun—that pro-
moter of mischief and sedition—which were being printed.

The authorities handed Shaykh Ahmad and Aqa Khan, to-
gether with the incriminating documents, over to the Persian
Embassy. The Embassy, in turn, sent Aqa Khan and Shaykh
Ahmad, with those seditious papers, back to Iran.

Then Jamal-i-Din intervened, saying: “If these persons reach
Iran, they will be slain without trial or investigation. My re-
quest is that they be returned to Constantinople and there
tried, and that whatever punishment they deserve, after its
proof, be inflicted.”

The Ottoman government accordingly confined them at Trabi-
zond, intending later to bring them again for trial. Meanwhile,
the grievous and heartbreaking event of the assassination of
His late Imperial Majesty, the honoured and pardoned Nasiri’d-
Din Shah—Ila’anallah qgawman... may the curse of God be upon
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the people who dared to perpetrate that monstrous deed, by
which the hearts of the sincere and faithful were plunged in
anguish—came to pass.

Subsequently it became clear that Jamal-i-Din—may God not
forgive him—and his accomplice had a share in that dreadful
crime. Hence he fell from favour in the sight of the sovereign
and all the ministers, and his accomplices—Aqa Khan, Shaykh
Ahmad, and Mirza Hasan Khan—were sent to Iran.

The sum of the matter is this: by reason of the mischief and
sedition they wrought against these hapless exiles, they them-
selves were cast into the pit of everlasting abasement: “He who
diggeth a pit for the servants of God, God verily shall cast him
therein.”

Wherefore, be thou never troubled nor distressed by the mis-
chief and tumult raised by the misleader of Isfahan. That Ever-
Living, Self-Subsisting One, Who turned all their corruptions
in the capital back upon their own heads, in the unseen realm of
His sovereignty was, and shall be, the Protector and Guardian
of His servants.

“And soon shall those who have dealt unjustly know what a
return they shall return.”

The misleader of Isfahan and whoso followeth him shall behold,
in everlasting abasement, a humiliation like unto that of the
Jews. And this is a promise that shall not be belied.

Concerning the schools of which you have written: bestow the
utmost importance upon the Tarbiyat school. The Hands of
the Cause must exert such endeavour in the upbuilding of this
school that it may be adorned with the most excellent order—
whether in its arrangement, its furnishing, its adornment, its
teaching or its instruction—so that, God willing, it may be-
come a school that, like a lamp, shall shed its radiance through-
out all Persia.

And if the Hands of the Cause deem it advisable to establish
a special council, composed of devoted lovers of God, for con-
sultation on the affairs of the school, this too is permissible.

As to the Daru’t-Ta’lim which hath been newly founded: this
is most timely indeed. God willing, numerous other complete
schools will be established in perfect spirituality, that the chil-
dren may be nurtured with a divine education and thus become
the cause of joy to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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Regarding what you have written about the aggression of cer-
tain foolish souls who are seeking to molest the friends: these
shall pass away. Praise be to God, His Imperial Majesty the
Shah is most loving and kind to his subjects and people, and
the pure intentions of His Excellency the Prime Minister are
the sure guarantee of the comfort and tranquillity of all the
inhabitants. Such matters are but incidental disturbances and
will be dispelled.

Convey to Jinab Malik-Ara the takbir “Allahu Abha” with the
Most Wondrous, the Most Glorious greeting, and make known
that the saj’ of this servant alludeth to this verse: “O my two
companions of the prison! Are many lords differing among
themselves better, or God, the One, the Almighty Subduer?”
and also to “O my Lord! Prison is dearer unto me than that
whereunto they call me.” It is a reference to most of the verses
of the Surih of Yusuf. A brief hint hath been given; do you
yourselves return to that Surih and the reality shall become
clear unto you. From the grace and bounty of the Almighty
we hope that they may be encompassed by the glances of the
Eye of divine mercy.

And as for the blessed verse: “Whoso layeth claim to a Cause
ere the completion of a full thousand years...”—the beginning
of this “thousand” is the Manifestation of the Blessed Beauty.
Each of its days is a thousand years—*“Verily, a day with thy
Lord is as a thousand years of what you reckon”—and each year
is three hundred and sixty-five thousand years. This mention
of “a thousand” betokeneth the utmost extremity of number,
for numbers end at a thousand: units, tens, hundreds, and
thousands; thereafter there is but repetition.

The Cycle of the Blessed Beauty is endless. Only after ages
and epochs have passed, and when entirely the Tablets, Books,
Writings, invocations and traces of this Dispensation shall
have been effaced, to the degree that naught of the teachings
of the Blessed Beauty remaineth in men’s hands—then will a
new Manifestation appear. Otherwise, so long as the traces,
Tablets, teachings, utterances, mysteries and lights of the
Blessed Beauty are manifest in the world of existence, there
shall be no appearance, no rising, no forth-going of another
Dispensation.

As for the new caravansary which Jinab Mirza Mu’min hath
endowed: this is a deed accepted and well-pleasing in the sight
of God. We entreat God to build for him a mansion nigh
unto the Throne of His grandeur, in the neighbourhood of His
supreme mercy.
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; And as to the public caravansary which Jinab Ustad Aqa

Sabbagh—upon him be the glory of God—hath conceived,
namely, that he should devote his own house and endow it
that every traveller might there find lodging: this deed is the
most excellent of deeds and the most meritorious of charities.
In the most holy Court and sacred Presence of the Lord of
the Unseen, the All-Glorious, it is accepted and beloved, and
its charter hath been issued from the Pen of Abha in the
Supreme Concourse.

Concerning Ustad Isma’il: God willing, at the appointed time
news shall be sent.

As for Jinab Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar: praise be to God, he is
confirmed in the service of the Cause. We beseech God to assist
him in all conditions. He had requested a letter; some time ago
it was despatched, and assuredly it hath by now reached him.

Discuss this matter in the gathering of the Hands of the Cause.
Should that gathering deem it advisable, let them appoint him
as scribe; and such an appointment is identical with the ap-
pointment made by this servant.
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O ye dear friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! After his visit to the Sacred
Threshold, and the Centre round which circle in adoration the
Concourse on high, Jinab-i-Faruqi came to stay with ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and was for a few days his companion. He was in a state
of supplication to the Abha Kingdom, and of ardent devotion
to the Concourse on high. He recalled the friends of God one
by one, and with an aching heart and tearful eyes begged that
a special letter be written to each of them.

But ‘Abdu’l-Baha hath not a moment’s calm nor an instant’s
rest; he hath no free time whatsoever. Were he to divide his
time into the minutest of fractions and dedicate each of them
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to communicating and corresponding with a different group,
he would still be unequal to the task. Praised be God! The
believers throughout the East and the West are surging like
the waves of the sea, requiring at least ten contingents of sec-
retaries to reply to their letters in an adequate manner. It is,
therefore, not possible, alas, to fully satisfy the request of each
and every pilgrim. As a result, I am abashed and filled with
shame and embarrassment, wondering in what tongue to voice
my excuse to Jinab-i-Faruqi. I have found no recourse but to
write one detailed letter collectively to all the friends, so that
several copies may be made thereof and presented to each of
the believers. No remedy is there now but to make do. There
is a well-known saying: “The part testifieth to the whole, and
the drop telleth of the pool.”

And now, in these days when the Lord’s burning Fire hath set
the world ablaze, when the light of His effulgent glory hath
illumined the East and the West, when the pervasive influence
of His Word hath dazzled every mind and the Cause of God
hath gained such ascendancy as to leave no peril or reason to
fear, the claimants have seized the chance to enter the arena.
Those who until now had remained silent in their corner of
oblivion, those frightened bats that had, from the pulpit-tops
of Isfahan and Tihran, recanted their faith in the Bab—may
my life be offered up for Him—have now rushed forward to
lay claim to primacy. They have stealthily convinced a few
heedless ones of their claims and scattered the seeds of doubt.
They are now hounding this and that person in the utmost
secrecy, either to deflect him from the straight path or to harm
him in some other way.

Friends and strangers alike know that, during the days of peril,
the leader of these people roamed throughout the land in the
guise of a dervish and went about, bowl in hand, asking for
“alms for the sake of God”. After the episode of Sadiq and
Nasiri’d-Din Shah, he abandoned the believers in the district
of Nur to the threat of the sword and chains, and fled at once
into hiding in Mazindaran and Gilan. He tied a cord round
his head, put on the cloak of a dervish, and, adopting the
name “Darvish-‘Ali”, roamed the plains and mountains until
such time as the Blessed Beauty was banished to Iraq. He
then followed Baha’u’llah to Baghdad, taking shelter under
His protection but still in hiding and in abject fear of everyone.

Subsequently, the Blessed Beauty left for Kurdistan. The early
believers of Iraq and Persia are all well aware that, during the
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absence of the Most Great Name, Mirza Yahya travelled in
disguise in the regions of Suqu’sh-Shuyukh and Basra, under
the name of Haji ‘Ali. He carried some Arab slippers and thus
became known as Haji ‘Ali the shoe-seller. Later he proceeded
to Najaf, bought some silk, and was referred to as the silk
merchant. He even dressed in Arab garb and abandoned his
During the two-year absence of the Blessed
Beauty, the Cause of God was left with neither name nor fame.

Persian name.

In the aftermath of the martyrdom of the Bab, and during
the absence of the Desired One, that unchaste one engaged in
such a disgraceful act as would have been repulsive even to
the notorious Ghayur of Baghdad. That is, after the martyr-
dom of the Bab, he wedded the wife of the Exalted One, the
Mother of the Faithful, marriage to whom had, according to
His explicit statement, been forbidden to all. And as if that
dishonour were not enough, when he found her not to his liking,
he presented that honourable lady—the sister of Mulla Rajab-
‘Ali and the wife of the Bab—to Siyyid Muhammad-i-Isfahani.
This was the extent of his exertions, his claim to might, power,
and fame: to busy himself, by day and by night, in multiply-
ing the number of his wives. He even summoned his own wife’s
sister, Ruqiyyih Khanum, from Mazindaran, and married her
too, thus being “married to two sisters at the same time”. He
also wed the sister of Mirza Nasru’llah-i-Tafrishi. The mother
of Mirza Ahmad, too, was one of his lawful wives, and he fur-
ther entered into matrimony with the daughter of an Arab,
thus transgressing the limits set by the clear text of the Bayan.
These are his numerous marriages in Baghdad alone and do
not include the ones in Tihran and Mazindaran. Should ye
investigate the matter, the truth of this verse would be made
clear and evident: “He was calamity itself, that huntsman who
passed through our grove.” We shall not expatiate further on
this matter. The point is simply that that “paragon of chastity”
carried out such acts as are contrary to the explicit Text re-
vealed by the Merciful Lord, and spent his days and nights in
these vain pursuits.

Dear God! In what way did he assist the Faith during this
time? How did he serve the Cause of the Most Exalted One?
Is there anyone who could claim to have been taught the Faith
by him? Was he able, during his forty years in Cyprus, to
guide a single soul? Nay, he was incapable of educating even
his own children. Could greater incapacity be conceived than
this? “They call upon that beside God which can neither hurt
them nor profit them. Surely, bad the lord, and, surely, bad
the vassal!”
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When the Blessed Beauty returned from Kurdistan, only a
small band of believers had remained in Persia, and those in
Iraq had grown dispirited and had sunk into apathy. Not a
murmur was heard anywhere, nor a single sound. Any believ-
ers who were still present were in the depths of apprehension,
fear, and despair. Upon His arrival in Baghdad, however, the
Most Great Name flung open the doors and issued a univer-
sal summons. The call of God was raised and the fame of
His Cause noised abroad. Day and night, the leaders and the
learned from amongst all peoples attained His holy presence.
The flow of questions and answers was constant, and one and
all testified to the sufficiency of His replies.

As a result, fear and dread caused Nasiri’d-Din Shah to grow
impatient and agitated. He resorted to every measure, and
wrote a letter in his own hand to Sultan ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz request-
ing the banishment of the Blessed Beauty beyond Baghdad.
He claimed that Persia was in danger, that the government
was greatly alarmed, and that harm would ultimately befall
both governments. Thereupon, ‘Abdu’l-‘Aziz issued his decree
for the departure of the Blessed Beauty. Yet, although subject
to banishment and exile, Baha’u’llah nevertheless moved with
the utmost dominion to the garden of Najib Pasha, where for
twelve days the Cause of God was exalted to such an extent
that the Governor, Namiq Pasha; all the high-ranking officers
of the army and the province; the country’s religious digni-
taries; and the nation’s notables came by day and by night to
attain His presence. All this, notwithstanding the fact that He
was, to outward seeming, an exile! Yet the pervading influence
of the Cause of God, the sublimity of His Word, and the dif-
fusion of the divine fragrances were such that those few days
were passed in intense joy and delight, and the Ridvan Festival
was inaugurated. Baha’u’llah then departed with the utmost
sovereignty, and to this all the people of Iraq bear witness and
testify.

) But that “paragon of chastity”, dressed in the garb of a dervish

and accompanied by a certain Arab named Zahir, at one time
contemplated journeying to India, and at another considered
travelling to the regions of Egypt. He finally sent word, saying,
“I am afraid to stay here after your departure, so I will hasten
to Mosul and await your arrival there.” At that time, it was
rumoured that the Blessed Beauty and the company of His
followers were to be delivered up to the Persian authorities in
Karkuk, a city between Mosul and Baghdad, near the Persian
border. For this reason, he said that he would join us in Mosul,
because he assumed that whatever was to transpire would take
place before our arrival in that city.
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When we reached Mosul, a tent was pitched on the bank of
the Tigris, where the notables of the city, officials, and others
flocked in groups to His blessed presence. One night the above-
mentioned Arab, Zahir, arrived, saying that the individual in
question was lodged at an inn outside the city and wished to
meet with someone. My uncle Mirza Musa went in the middle
of the night to meet him. Mirza Yahya enquired about his own
family and was told that they were among the companions and
had their own tent, and that he could join them, should he so
wish. He said, “I do not at all consider it advisable for me
to do so, but there is a caravan which will be leaving at the
same time as yours, and I will be among that group.” Thus
did he reach Diyar-Bakr, with a black cord round his head and
an alms-bowl in his hand, consorting only with the Arabs and
Turks in the caravan. At Diyar-Bakr he sent word, saying, “I
will spend the nights with my family and will return to my
caravan in the morning.” This too was carried out. Since Haji
Siyyid Muhammad knew him from before, he recognized him
on sight and visited him, saying that he was a Persian dervish
and an acquaintance of his. But as the other friends had not
seen Mirza Yahya before, they did not at first recognize him.

So it was, until a disagreement arose between him and Siyyid
Muhammad. At that juncture, the “paragon of chastity” came
into the presence of the believers who are still with us, and com-
plained about Siyyid Muhammad. When Siyyid Muhammad
entered Baha'u’llah’s presence, he said, “I disagree with him
on a particular question. He saith that a Mirror always shed-
deth light, and I say that it is possible for a Mirror to become
veiled; it shineth as long as it is turned towards the Sun, but
the moment it turneth away it becometh dark.” The Blessed
Beauty rebuked the Siyyid, saying, “Why dost thou dispute
and argue and cause strife in the company of the friends?”

Subsequently Baha'u’llah’s convoy arrived, in the utmost do-
minion, at the Seat of the Royal Throne, and He comported
Himself with all-sufficing glory. The Most Great Name did not
meet with any of the ministers or representatives, nor did He
pay them the least attention.

LOTW#28, LTDT.070x
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To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Shiraz

I beseech Thee, O my God, at daybreak and at eventide, at
noontide and in the depths of night, and call on Thee with
my tongue, my heart, my spirit and my consciousness. I press
my face in the dust and rub my brow against the earth in my
yearning and lamentation toward Thy manifest horizon and
Thy luminous dawn, imploring Thee to strengthen Thy servant,
who is confirmed by Thee, who acknowledges Thy oneness, who
is attracted to Thy mercy, enkindled with the fire of Thy love,
and whose breast is dilated by the light of Thy knowledge.

O Lord! Keep him from error, bestow abundant gifts upon him,
fill to overflowing his cup of purity, and intoxicate him with
the choice wine of fidelity. Grant him a true and lofty tongue.
O Lord! He risked his life and soul when the fires of pestilence
blazed forth and a searing, fetid wind blew upon the dwelling-
place of Thy Most Luminous, Most Exalted Beauty. O Lord!
He forsook comfort and ease, tranquility and repose, and found
no rest morning or night. He plunged into the depths of hard-
ship and arose to serve humanity, to protect the loved ones
and associates, nay rather to safeguard all creatures in that
furthermost shore. The Concourse on High beareth witness to
this. Therefore, O my God, ordain for him the reward of sac-
rifice and the recompense of the supreme offering. Decree for
him a true seat in the Most Glorious Paradise, assist him with
the hosts of heaven, carry him in the Ark of Grandeur, unfurl
for him the sails of glory, and guide him upon the hallowed sea
that hath no shore. Remove the veil from before him that he
may behold what none can see save through a grace Thou dost
specially confer on whomsoever Thou pleasest with vision and
attainment. Verily Thou art the Generous, the All-Giving, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the love of God! I
have inhaled the fragrant breezes of the gardens of thy knowl-
edge of God, and been inebriated with the crimson wine of thy
love for the Beauty of God. My heart hath been dilated by thy
rapture in the manifest light and thy longing for the Beloved
of the worlds, and by thy heart’s thirst for a drop from this
pure chalice. Joy be unto thee for having taken shelter in an
impregnable cave and sought refuge in an exalted sanctuary,
before which the necks of all mankind have bowed down. Thou
hast thus attained great triumph and abundant grace, flowing
like a torrent from on high and water pouring from rain-laden
clouds into the valleys and deserts. I have beseeched for thee
support and care, protection and sustenance unto the end. I
beseech the watchful Lord to aid thee in momentous affairs
and to assist thee with hosts from the Concourse on High and
armies from the Kingdom of Heaven. Verily, He hath power
over all things.

And as for what thou hast asked concerning the blessed verse
in the mighty Qur’an and the perspicuous Book, wherein God,
the Exalted, saith: “Nay! Whoso submitteth his face unto
God and is a doer of good...” unto the end of the verse: Know
thou, may God assist thee, that this submission and surrender
is verily the straight path and the firm way, the attainment of
which is impossible save for him who inclineth his ear and is
attentive. This is true faith in the Lord of all worlds, for sub-
mission is a branch of faith, and man can scarcely submit save
after attaining certitude. Then He followeth this pronounce-
ment with another command, saying “and is a doer of good,”
leaving the doing of good unrestricted and unconfined to aught
in the realm of possibility. The existence of such a person is
a mercy unto all creation, for his kindness and beneficence in-
crease with every passing moment. And since this is the case,
we know that prosperity, success, triumph and salvation be-
long to him who submitteth his face unto God and attaineth
the station of submission and contentment, who entrusteth his
affairs unto God and turneth his face toward Him Who created
earth and heaven, who doeth good unto all creatures, assisteth
the weak, succoreth the poor, bindeth up the wounded heart
and the afflicted soul, and tendeth to every invalid laid low
upon the bed of sickness - nay, who sacrificeth his life for the
love of God that God’s servants might find rest.

5 As for true beneficence and abundant bestowal, it is guidance
from the God-fearing unto all who would remember and fear
God. This is verily the supreme gift and the bounty before
which the angels of heaven prostrate themselves. This meaning
hath been revealed in the Qur’an in diverse passages in other
words, among them: “Surely they that believe, and those of
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Jewry, and the Christians, and those Sabaeans, whoso believes
in God and the Last Day, and works righteousness...” and
among them: “By the afternoon! Surely Man is in the way of
loss, save those who believe, and do righteous deeds...”

In brief, voluntary and willing submission to God, and the
station of contentment and resignation, is more specific than
faith and certitude from the standpoint of the knowledge of
certainty, for faith in this station means accepting as true the
tidings proceeding from the Truthful, the Trusted One. As
for the eye of certainty and the truth of certainty, the lamp
thereof can scarcely shine forth in the glass of hearts except
after willing submission and resignation to the Lord of the
worlds. As for forced submission, as God the Exalted has said
“Say not ‘We believe,” but rather say ‘We submit,”’” we are not
concerned with that now.

In sum, the submission of one’s countenance is a mighty mat-
ter - whomsoever God strengthens thereby, He causes to enter
the garden of delight and protects from the torment of hell.
The word “countenance” has several meanings, among them
the meaning of “good-pleasure,” as God the Exalted has said
“desiring His countenance,” and likewise “We feed you only for
the countenance of God,” that is, His good-pleasure. Among
them also is “countenance” in the sense of “essence,” as God
the Exalted has said “All things perish save His countenance.”
And among them is “countenance” in the sense of “manifes-
tation,” as God the Exalted has said “Whithersoever ye turn,
there is the countenance of God.” The word “countenance” has
various meanings in terms of interpretation, inner significance
and exposition beyond what we have explained, but due to lack
of space we have refrained from lengthy elaboration.

Therefore, the submission of one’s countenance is one of the
most specific virtues of the righteous and the greatest attribute
of the free. Whoso is strengthened thereby is enabled to attain
complete faith at the highest degree of certitude and assurance.
Then God, glorified and exalted be He, followed the submission
of countenance with beneficence, saying “while he doeth good,”
meaning that the submission of countenance and true faith are
not complete except through beneficence and righteous deeds.
Moreover, true beneficence is to call unto guidance and urge
orientation toward the highest horizon, to heal the deaf and
the blind, and to guide to the straight path through the power
of thy Lord the Most Glorious’s proof. Without doubt, sal-
vation circles round this sanctuary. What virtue is greater
than this, that one should submit his countenance to God and
do good unto all creation? Likewise, true beneficence is that
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thou shouldst be a sign of thy Lord’s great mercy, healing ev-
ery sick one, quenching every thirst, refuge of every lowly one,
shelter of every noble one, asylum of every distressed one, and
recourse of every impoverished one. This is the righteous deed,
the abundant bounty, and the appreciated effort. Verily my
Lord is Mighty, Forgiving.

As for what thou asked regarding what is found in the Prayer of
Kumayl, “inspire me with Thy remembrance,” that is, enable
me to remember Thee and inspire me to mention Thee, for
inspiration is what is cast into hearts, while instruction is oral
teaching that is sufficient and complete.

As for divine inspiration, it occurs only through heavenly grace
and the merciful breath, like His light which is as a niche
wherein is a lamp, the lamp in a glass. Whatever is other
than this consists of dreams and fancies and is not a blessing,
for inspiration as defined by the people consists of heart-felt im-
pressions, while evil whisperings are also psychic occurrences.
By what means can one determine that what has entered his
heart is divine inspiration except through the medium of di-
vine grace? The proof of this is “Verily thou dost guide unto a
straight path.” Thus the medium is the greatest means and the
niche of the light of guidance, and all inspiration is a brilliant
ray from this lamp which is lit and shineth from this glass.

As to the remembrance mentioned in the unfurled parch-
ment, it is the realization of remembrance, for one either
utters remembrance, or thinks of remembrance, or realizes
remembrance. The realization is the wise remembrance. God,
exalted be He, hath said: “She was consumed with love.” This
is the realization of remembrance, for remembrance courses
like spirit through veins and arteries. How sweet is the flow
of this remembrance through hearts and innermost beings!
This remembrance is realized only through divine inspiration,
heavenly bounty, the favor of the Universal Manifestation,
and the radiance of the shining Luminary. The remembrance
mentioned in the Hidden Words - “Be thou chaste in thy
looks, faithful in thy hands, and remembering in thy heart” -
is likewise the realization of wise remembrance, and this verily
is the straight path.

2 As to thy question about the hidden pearl in the Hidden Words,

addressing the contemptible rabble: “Deprive not thyself of
that which is imperishable through a momentary indulgence”
- that is, deprive not thyself of divine gifts, merciful bestowals,
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abundant bounties and praiseworthy rewards by following car-
nal desires, physical pleasures and satanic fantasies. The “
dulgence” is a metaphor for following lusts and committing
sins of whatever kind. God’s signs are clear. We beseech God
to cause souls to rejoice in acquiring virtues, to be distressed
by base tendencies, to be attracted to God, to be enkindled
with the fire of God’s love, not to exchange guidance for error
and blindness, nor to barter the luminous and pure gem for
the clay of ignorance, foolishness and wretchedness.

in-

As to thy question about the Garden of Names, it is the Temple
inscribed in the Most Glorious Script, traced by the Supreme
Pen of the Primal Point - may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him
- on a blue leaf. In this Temple are various derivatives of the
word Baha. This noble Temple was stolen by the sinful Yahya
along with various Tablets bearing the script of the Primal
Point - may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him - thinking it
would benefit him. Nay! This deed will bring him remorse in
this world and the next. However, copies of that Temple exist
among the loved ones, including one in Yahya’s handwriting.
This copy was sent with some books of thy Lord’s Tablets
to India as a trust, but the Center of Violation inspired the
trustee to take possession of them and not return these trusts
to their rightful owners. Such is their conduct in this worldly
life - evil is the follower and the followed. Alas for those who
followed those who followed in this great betrayall Soon will
God manifest through His power that the treacherous are in
manifest loss. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Aga Mirza Nasrullah, in Isfahan

O servant of the one true God! When the Morn of divine
guidance dawned above the Most Exalted Horizon, its rays
brought tidings of great joy and heralded the advent of the
Abha Beauty, as is openly and unequivocally stated in the
Qayyumu’l-Asma’.

In the whole of the Bayan, all things find their consummation
in these wondrous and sublime words: “The Day of Resurrec-
tion is from the time of the dawning of the Sun of Baha until
its setting.” “Beware, beware, lest the Vahid of the Bayan shut
thee out as by a veil from Him. And beware, beware, that what
hath been sent down in the Bayan shut thee not out as by a
veil from Him.” The Bab Himself is among the Vahid of the
Bayan: There are the eighteen Letters of the Living, and He
Himself is the nineteenth. One of the Letters of the Living is
Quddus, of whom He hath said that Mirrors to the number of
thirteen Vahids abide beneath his shadow.

Therefore, say unto them that are veiled: “The Exalted One
hath warned you to beware, beware, lest by turning unto Him
or unto that which hath been revealed in the Bayan ye be
shut out as by a veil from the Beauty of the Lord. Yet ye
foolish ones are raising a clamour on every side. One saith,
‘Where is the advent of Him Whom God shall make manifest?’
while another exclaimeth, ‘Where are His palaces?’ One asketh,
‘Where is the primary school of Him Whom God shall make
manifest?” and yet another demandeth, ‘Where is the cradle
of His resurrection?”’

The Bab Himself saith: “Beware lest the Vahid of the Bayan
and that which hath been revealed in the Bayan shut thee out
as by a veil from Him.” And yet, notwithstanding this, these
foolish ones have seized upon the outer meaning of the verses as
a pretext to cavil against that peerless Beauty in Whose praise
the whole of the Bayan hath been revealed. “What aileth these
people that they come not close to understanding what is said
unto them?” He hath also said: “Were He to appear at this
very moment, I would be the first to adore Him.” And again:
“In the year nine ye shall attain unto all good.” And so on.

First, consider the basis on which they pronounced the death
sentence against the Most Exalted One, the Bab—may my life
be a sacrifice unto Him! Mulla Muhammad-i-Mamagqgani cried
out, “O people! In the Qur’an God saith: ‘No doubt is there
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about this Book: It is a guidance unto the God-fearing’; that
is, it guideth aright all humanity. It is also clearly stated:
‘But He is the Apostle of God and the Seal of the Prophets.
How can we regard such an explicit statement as the source
of error, while it is guidance itself? This person who claimeth
to be a descendant of the Prophet hath indeed destroyed the
foundation laid down by Him!” He then mentioned, one by
one, some of the laws revealed in the Bayan—Ilaws that were
later abrogated in the Kitab-i-Aqdas. Thereupon, he ordered
the emblem of the Bab’s noble lineage to be removed from
His head, and issued, without hesitation and with the utmost

malice, the sentence of His death.

Say: Unto what did the Jewish people cleave except the outer
meanings of the verses of the Torah when they adorned the
cross with the body of the Beloved, thus depriving themselves
of the grace of the Messiah? They clung unto the literal text
of the Torah while remaining veiled from Him Who was its
Revealer. The Pharisees, who ranked among the most learned
of that age and cycle, called Christ not Messiah [Masih] but a
monster [Masikh]. They regarded His comely and beauteous
Countenance as vile and unsightly. Such are the ways of the
people at the hour of the dawning of the Day-Star of the world.

Likewise, when the breezes of the Revelation of Muhammad
perfumed the regions of Mecca and Medina, and the reviving
breaths of the divine Teachings made the Arabian Peninsula
the scene of the celestial springtide, the Christian divines also
clung unto the literal interpretation of God’s perspicuous Book,
and remained deprived of the splendours of the Day-Star of the
realms above. For according to the outward meaning of the
text of the Holy Gospel, there will be no other advent after
Christ. The priests and clerics held fast unto these words and
remained veiled from the light of certitude that shone forth
from the luminous Horizon.

In brief, on the day of the Revelation of the divine Light, the
peoples of the world invariably cleaved unto the outward mean-
ings of the verses of the Book, and thus deprived themselves of
the grace of the Almighty. Worse still, most of the divines used
their interpretation of the Holy Books to decree the death of
these sovereign Lords of all existence, these Luminaries of the
visible and invisible realms. Yet, there is little cause for won-
der that those peoples were veiled from the Lord of creation,
for their Holy Books and Scriptures did not contain such clear
and explicit counsels and such conclusive admonitions as are
found in the Bayan.
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But the Bab—may my life be offered up for Him—Ileft no soul
any room for hesitation. He removed the veils completely.
Throughout the Bayan, He openly and unambiguously de-
clared that the object of all the Scriptures and sacred Books
was none other than the Most Great Light. He warned the
people to beware lest they be veiled from the Day-Star of the
world by the text of the Book or by their own interpretations
of the verses and utterances. Were counsels and admonitions
such as these ever revealed in the Torah, the Gospel, or the
Holy Qur’an? Nay, by the righteousness of God! This is
unique to this Most Great Dispensation, in which the Morn
of divine guidance, the Most Exalted Beauty—may my life be
offered up for Him—hath rent asunder the concealing veils
and made the path of guidance plain and clear.

Moreover, following the martyrdom of that Mystery of exis-
tence, that glorious Being, where were these perverse people
to be found? Each had crept into the corner of everlasting
abasement, turned away from friend and stranger alike, and,
seized with fear and trepidation, remained hidden from every-
one until such time as the Ancient Beauty, the Most Great
Name—may my life be offered up for His loved ones—exalted
the Cause of God. Then it was that these creeping things
crawled out of their hiding places and flaunted themselves. In
no time at all, they stirred up mischief, raised the banner of
hatred, and thus cast themselves into the abyss of woeful tor-
ment. No mention dost thou hear from them now, nor the
faintest murmur.

Consider more recent events. When these exiles were under the
threat of the sword, the King of Martyrs and the Beloved of
Martyrs—may my life be offered up for them both—as well as
other martyrs, attained the station of supreme sacrifice. The
martyrs in Yazd were ripped to pieces, and those in Khurasan
were burnt to death, their dust and ashes scattered to the
winds. So too it was in Shiraz and other parts of the coun-
try. At that same time, the leader of these wayward people
expressly repudiated the Bab from the pulpits of Isfahan and
Tihran. Can this also be denied, though it had become the
talk of both towns?

Now that he is witnessing how the praises of the Cause of God
have set the Fast and the West in motion, how the fame of
the Most Great Name hath encompassed the North and the
South, how the potency of the Word of God hath shaken the
powers of the world, and how the divine Call, bearing the joy-
ful tidings of the Spirit, hath quickened and revitalized the
world of humanity—he hath once again emerged from his pit
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of obscurity. He hath raised an uproar and asserted his exis-
tence, declaring: “We are the people of the Bayan, and the
cornerstone of this edifice.”

Far, far be it from the truth! Where were these people a few
years ago? Who amongst them hath ever quaffed from the cup
of tribulation or exerted the least effort in the pathway of the
Exalted One? Naught have they ever manifested but denial
and repudiation; nothing have they ever shown save indecency
and vice. By God, besides Whom there is none other! Should
there now be any test or trial, ye would immediately witness
them ascending the pulpit and raising the cry of “We are wholly
quit of them!” Nay, they would curse and revile the Cause of
God.

O thou honoured one! Ask these souls one rightful question,
and say: O people of fairness! By God, after the shedding
of the sanctified blood of His Holiness the Exalted One, what
did this Mirza Yahya accomplish, save that he became, day
after day, absorbed in the thought of marriage? Each day he
took a consort unto himself, until he even transgressed against
the sanctity of that honoured consort who was the Mother
of the Faithful—an act of irreverence which, according to the
explicit decree of all the divine laws, is utterly forbidden. Yet,
notwithstanding this, he observed not even the outward forms
of respect. He himself took possession of her, and, not content
with this, bestowed her upon another. Apart from this grievous
deed, what aid did he render to the Cause of God? What
soul did he teach? What question did he expound? On what
occasion did he arise to lay down his life? In what instance
did he manifest the breath of the All-Merciful? Such are the
choice and elect among his followers, as ye behold: they are
bereft even of the outward courtesies. One is a Protestant, and
the other a convert within the Roman Church. What folly is
this, and what stupidity! What heedlessness is this, and what
ignorance!

O people! A parable hath been set forth, wherefore hearken
ye unto it: “Verily, those whom ye call upon besides God can
never create a fly, though they should all assemble for that
purpose; and if the fly were to snatch away aught from them,
they could not recover it from it. Weak indeed are both the
seeker and the sought.” Likewise He saith: “He calleth upon,
besides God, that which can neither harm him nor profit him:
this indeed is far-gone error. He calleth upon one whose harm
is nearer than his profit: evil indeed is the patron, and evil
indeed the companion.” And verily this is the certain truth.

Consider how the burning meteor of the Covenant hath pierced
the heart of the world. Witness the rays that stream forth from
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the unseen Kingdom upon the lands of the Slavs and the Turks.

" Shed splendours on the Orient, And perfumes scatter in the

West,
Carry light unto the Slav, And the Turk with life invest.

And yet these deniers, even as the bats of darkness, have
crawled into their caves of apathy and deny the existence of
the sun. How well hath it been said:

Granted that this morn be called a darksome night, Are seeing
eyes also blinded by the light?

Nay, by the righteousness of the Lord! Erelong thou shalt hear
the sound of this Bugle and the blasts of this Trumpet coming
from the Concourse on high. Glory be to my Lord, the All-
Glorious! Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Ghulamullah

O servant of God! The contents of your complaint-filled letter
have been noted, causing utmost astonishment. Here, what
was heard by report from someone was merely that a Chris-
tian priest had come and made an inquiry of you in the store,
which indicated an acquaintance. Beyond this, it is not known
whether it was for trade or for communication with the Arme-
nians of Akka. In any case, upon hearing this report, I sum-
moned that person and explicitly forbade such reports, where-
upon he fell silent and the matter was concluded.

As for your story about “O God, deliver us from the evil of
the Isfahanis” — put that from your mind. Praise be to God,
through the bounty of the Blessed Beauty, and God willing,
this servant is of the Kingdom. Do not think that I became
upset with you, for I know these crude expressions are not from
you. “I only complain of my distress and sorrow unto God.”
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But let me tell you - such crude words will not cause those firm
in God’s Covenant to waver. When we were in Adrianople, a
letter arrived from that known superintendent in Baghdad to
the Most Holy Court, writing “May God protect us from the
evil of the Kashis,” and wrote that “a group of Kashis have
surrounded you and caused ruin” - naming Aga Muhammad
Bagqir Kashi, Aga Muhammad Ismail Kashi, Aqa Muhammad
Ibrahim Kashi, the head tailor Kashi, Master Ahmad Kashi,
and this Kashi and that Kashi, and finally wrote about Mirza
Aqga Jan Kashi-bashi. In any case, let such words from these
types not be repeated.

I have always had the utmost love for you and trained you with
my own hands. Every morning I would come to your school, re-
view your lessons and writing, encourage and inspire you, and
nurture you in the embrace of kindness like a loving father. I
had thought that if anyone should waver, you would be the
cause of their steadfastness and firmness, not that you yourself
would waver. In the beginning after the ascension of the Sa-
cred Beauty, you were firm and steadfast in the Covenant like
a mighty fortress, but gradually from the force of the tempest
and ornate words you became weak - though you do not per-
ceive this weakness now. Now it is nighttime drinking, joy and
delight; when the hangover comes in the morning, one realizes
this illness is from that intoxication and pleasure.

5 I hope that, ere the matter pass beyond thy grasp, thou mayest

speedily take heed and awaken. Forget not the Blessed Beauty,
nor consent thou to the ruin of the foundation. If the Cause
of God remain guarded and preserved, we shall all be guarded
and safe; otherwise we shall all be left helpless and forlorn,
wandering astray in the wilderness and the desert. No refuge
will remain, nor shall any shelter be found. These minds and
thoughts are superficial imaginings; they possess no depth. Re-
flect a little, and see whether I speak aright or not.

Wherefore, thou and I and all, in this day, must cling to such
things as will conduce to the preservation of the Cause of God,
and not to such things as will cause the enemies of the Blessed
Beauty to rejoice and be glad—nay, as will become the occasion
of the mockery of all who dwell on earth, saying: “These people
desired to remove dissension from among the nations of the
earth, and now, for the sake of a vain fancy, such differences
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have arisen in their own midst that each one striketh a different
chord”—to say nothing of the secret murmurings.

In brief, O servant! Forget not the afflictions and tribula-
tions, the chains and fetters, the hardships and calamities of
the Blessed Beauty. Be thou intent upon the preservation of
the Cause of God. Can we preserve the Cause of God and
raise up a bulwark for its protection by aught save the safe-
guarding of the divine Covenant and Testament? But ye say
that each one is steadfast. Perchance this steadfastness may
be like the steadfastness of the Christians in the Covenant of
Christ, or like the firmness of the Muslims in the Covenant of
the Messenger, or like the steadfastness of the people of the
Bayan in the Covenant of the Primal Point. Do any of them
say, “We are breakers of the Covenant”? The purpose of this
similitude is that steadfastness is not established by words. It
is not intended thereby that those who are wavering are like
the people of the Bayan—God forbid! Whatever hath issued
from this mouth and pen hath been a mention of wavering
and negligence, not of breach and violation. And I hope that,
through the power of the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom,
all who waver may become firm, and that the power of the di-
vine Covenant and Testament may so circulate and penetrate
the veins and nerves of the body of the world of existence that
the battlements of the edifice of the Covenant may rise unto
the apex of the limitless heights and encompass the kingdoms
of the seen and the unseen.

The chief aim and inmost purpose of the Blessed Beauty—may
my spirit, my being, and mine inmost reality be a sacrifice at
His pure Threshold—in this divine Covenant and Testament,
the like of which hath never appeared in any age or cycle, was
that no dissension should arise in the blessed Cause; rather,
that all should be united beneath the shadow of the Word of
Divine Unity and should cut off the root of the differences of
the peoples. Thus, repeatedly, it hath reached the hearing of
all, either directly or through intermediaries, that He would
say: “Were I to know that the Cause of God would become
the cause of dissension, I would renounce the Cause of God.”

Now, notwithstanding such a Covenant and such a pledge of
the Lord God—a foundation as of wrought iron, the point of
return for the unity of the Word and the repeller of discord,
manifest, witnessed, and clear through the explicit text of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas, which abrogateth all scriptures and books, and
through the clear Book of the divine Testament—each one,
according to his own fancy, hath adopted a tune, an opinion,
and a creed. Yet these are but confused dreams and the mirage
of the desert. Ere long thou shalt know and shalt take heed.
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I cherish hope for thee, and I have implored, and shall continue
to implore, thy confirmation from the True One. These hap-
penings have, in my sight, no show or consequence whatsoever.
Be assured that in the Blessed Shrine I pray on thy behalf. I
nurtured thee, and I am kinder to thee than any other. Be thou
assured. And upon thee, and upon every firm and steadfast
soul, be the Glory.

You know this servant, who from the beginning of the Cause
has had no thought by day or night save to serve, according
to his weakness and capacity, the Cause of God. I have not
rested for a moment, nor found repose for a single night. No
evening has brought me peace, no dawn has granted tranquility
to my heart. At all times I have been in turmoil and strain, in
all seasons in difficulty and tribulation. And now too, I pass
my days and nights in boundless hardship, and spend my time
in anguish of soul and conscience. At all times I implore the
Abha Kingdom that I may soon abandon this frail physical
frame and turn towards the Sacred Threshold of the Kingdom.
I have no complaint against anyone, nor do I seek redress from
any soul. These few days I am occupied in service at the Sacred
Threshold, and desire no occupation by day or night save the
exaltation of God’s Word. I have forgotten all prayers and
devotions save one continuous prayer: the spreading of the
divine fragrances and the encouragement and urging of others
to exalt the Word of God. I claim no station, nor do I assert any
rank. I am but a suppliant servant, a beseeching bondsman. I
know that servitude at the Most Exalted Threshold is a jewel
that gleams in my glorious crown and my radiant diadem, and
this is the ultimate object of my desire and the final goal of
my purpose.

My God, my God! Cause me to ascend to the Kingdom of
Thy glory, raise me up unto Thee, deliver me from these re-
membrances, and free me from these burdens. By Thy Ancient
Beauty, Thy Manifest Light, and Thy Great Name, the earth
has grown strait for me despite its vastness, and the crisis has
intensified in its complexity, until my back is bent, my hair has
turned white, my hearing and sight have weakened, my bones
have become fragile, and my flesh has melted in separation
from Thee. My heart finds no solace, my spirit no rest, my
soul no glad tidings, and my heart no tranquility save through
the confirmations of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom and the as-
sistance of Thy Most Exalted Dominion. O Lord! Strengthen
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me with the hosts of Thy angels, gird up my loins for Thy ser-
vice, strengthen my back in exalting Thy Word, and relieve my
distress through the diffusion of Thy fragrances, the steadfast-
ness of Thy chosen ones, and the firmness of Thy loved ones
in promoting Thy Cause and spreading Thy mention. Let my
blood be shed in Thy path, scatter my assembly in Thy love,
make me one of Thy sincere servants, preserve me from rein-
terpreting Thy clear verses, and protect me from dividing Thy
Word. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the All-
Bestowing.
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AB00082

To: Haji Mulla Ibrahim et al., in Kashan

O Lord, praise be unto Thee for having rent asunder the veil
and removed the covering, and for having lit the lamp of guid-
ance in the hearts of souls who were drawn to behold Thy
Beauty in the most exalted horizon. Thou hast guided them
to the straight path and the right way, until they walked upon
the shining highway and arrived at the radiant and benevolent
Law. They drank from the pure water of divine knowledge
and were intoxicated by the breezes wafting from the gardens
of certitude. O Lord! O Lord! Cause them to enter a blessed
abode, grant them admittance to a sincere entrance, and make
them signs of steadfastness and firmness among Thy creation,
and standards of glory and joy amongst Thy servants. Let not
the tempests of trials shake them, nor the storms of tests make
them falter. May they arise to aid Thy Cause, to diffuse Thy
fragrances, and to guide those who have become veiled after
having believed, who have violated their covenant after having
pledged it, and who have turned back after having advanced.
They now wander in the wilderness of darkness and are veiled
from beholding the light of Beauty. Nevertheless, they are Thy
servants and Thy creation; they are weak and deserving of Thy
grace and favor; they are poor and in need of the treasure of
Thy riches. O Lord! O Lord! They are blind - make them see;
they are deaf - make them hear; they are dumb - make them
speak; they are dead - quicken them through the breaths of
Thy holiness. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the
Strong, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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O two pure souls who have turned unto God! When ye heard
with your inner ears the call of the Hidden Herald proclaiming
“O thou soul who art at rest! Return unto thy Lord,” praise
be to God that ye did return unto Him, and were saved from
the wilderness of perdition, attaining the fountain of life. Ye
rent asunder the veils and beheld the light of truth. This is
through the grace and bounty of the Almighty, Who opened
the sealed eyes and guided you from the desert bereft of success
and prosperity to the shore of the ocean of favors.

Now is the time for you to deliver that obstinate people from
the denial of the Jews, to guide them to the Promised Beauty,
to lead them to the intended destination, to grant them a por-
tion of the bestowed gift, to bring them beneath the extended
shade, and to cause them to reach the praised station.

Glory be to God! The Promised One of all books and scrip-
tures was conditional upon certain requirements and bound by
certain signs, such that if people remained veiled, they would
have an excuse. For example, the Promised One of the Jews
was to come forth from an unknown place, and among His
conditions were unlimited sovereignty, occupancy of David’s
throne, the drawing of swords, the mobilization of thousands,
the promotion of the Torah, the proclamation of verses, the
universalization of the Mosaic Law, and the manifestation of
supreme justice whereby wolf and lamb, leopard and kid, lion
and calf, serpent and suckling child would become compan-
ions, nestmates and confidants. This was established by the
decisive texts of the Torah and accepted by all. When the
Spirit of God illumined the horizons with the light of guidance,
none of these conditions and signs were outwardly fulfilled, for
all these statements had inner meanings and were symbols and
mysteries. Though the Jews denied Him, they had an outward
excuse.

Similarly, the Promised One of the Gospel was to come with
great pomp and circumstance and hosts of exalted angels, rid-
ing upon a cloud from heaven to earth, the sun and moon were
to be darkened, and the stars were to fall upon the earth’s sur-
face. That glorious Promised One was to come with trumpet
and clarion call and hosts of ethereal angels from heaven to this
world, awakening East and West with the sound of the trum-
pet. Thus if Christians sought an excuse at the appearance of
the Muhammadan Beauty, they had an outward pretext.

i Likewise, the Promised One of the Qur’an was conditional

upon endless signs - Jabulga and Jabulsa, the conquest of Fast
and West and South and North, the sovereignty of the Qa’im
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and of the Prince of Martyrs, the descent of Jesus, the appear-
ance of the Antichrist, the Greater Resurrection, the gathering
and dispersion, the promised Paradise and the blazing fires,
and countless other signs. If the followers of the Qur’an made
excuses and pretexts, these were acceptable to the ignorant.

But the Promised One of the Bayan - may my spirit be a
sacrifice unto Him - was so clearly and manifestly described
by the Bab that no one, neither secretly nor openly, neither
inwardly nor outwardly, neither in meaning nor in form, was
left with any excuse or pretext. He explicitly states: “Beware,
beware lest thou be veiled by the Vahid of the Bayan or by what
was revealed in the Bayan.” Observe how He says “Beware lest
ye be veiled by the statements in the writings of the Primal
Point,” that is to say He Who in the Bayan hath thus decreed,
and such is explicitly recorded, furthermore admonisheth you
lest thou be veiled by the First Vahid from Him, and the First
Vahid is none other than the Bab Himself-may my soul be a
sacrifice unto Him—and the eighteen Letters of the Living.

And one of these Letters of the Living is Quddus, concerning
whom the Bab—may my soul be a sacrifice unto Him—explicitly
declareth that thirteen Vahids of Mirrors are under the shadow
of Quddus. Despite this, He admonisheth “Beware lest thou be
veiled from the Promised Beauty by Me and the Letters of the
Living.” Consider then how emphatically He declareth and ad-
monisheth that on the Day of the Manifestation of the Beauty
of the Intended One, “Beware lest ye look to whether I accept
Him or not, and thereby become veiled from Him”-meaning,
do not make your acceptance and recognition contingent upon
Mine and the Letters of the Living.

It is evident that the Bab—may my soul be a sacrifice unto Him—
was the Herald of the Ancient Beauty and the Promoter of His
Cause. God forbid! Forgetfulness hath no access to that pure
Soul, much less disobedience. When He saith “Beware lest ye
be veiled from Him by Me,” the very thought of it is impossible.
Nevertheless, He emphasizeth and explicitly declareth this so
that no one might later say, “If this Cause were true and this
Promised One were indeed the Promised One of the Bayan,
surely the Mirror would have accepted and acknowledged Him.”

Likewise, let them not be veiled by certain outward aspects of
the Bayan, as they have become. For instance, they say that a
decree was issued by the Bab—may my soul be a sacrifice unto
Him—that it should be read in the school of Him Whom God
shall make manifest. They ask: “Where then is the school of
Him Whom God shall make manifest? Where are the kings
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of the Bayan? Where are the temples and mosques of the
Bayan? Where are its signs and emblems? Not yet hath a
single mosque been erected, no temple hath been built, the Law
of the Bayan hath not been promoted, the divine ordinances
have not become manifest. How then hath a new Promised One
come and Him Whom God shall make manifest appeared?”

By God! Be fair and close the eye of tyranny. Were the peo-
ple of the Furqan (Qur’an) to cry out that the Bab—may my
soul be a sacrifice unto Him—declared “I am the Promised One
of the Furqan, the Hour is come, and the great catastrophe
hath appeared,” saying “If this be the promised Qa’im, where
then is His unsheathed sword? Where is His unfurled stan-
dard? Where are His assembled hosts? Where are the reins
and spears? Where is His promotion of the resplendent Law
and His propagation of the clear and manifest Path? Where
is the soaring of the chosen ones and the noble ones? Where
is their gathering in the Mother of Cities? Where is the Great
Resurrection? Where is the Balance? Where is the Bridge?
Where is the Reckoning? Where is the blazing Fire? Where is
the joyous Paradise? Where is the Kawthar and the Salsabil?
Where is the cup mixed with camphor and ginger? Where are
the dark-eyed maidens, restraining their glances in pavilions?
Where are the immortal youths like hidden pearls? Where are
the stern and mighty angels? Where are the chains and fet-
ters?” and “Where? Where? Where?” What answer would
they give?

The Exalted One—may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him—
saith that all these conditions, signs, and events came to pass
in the twinkling of an eye, yet the people were veiled from
beholding them. O God! Where is fairness? All these momen-
tous events occurred in the twinkling of an eye and possessed
an inner interpretation; yet the “school of Him Whom God
shall make manifest” is not susceptible of interpretation? Deal
justly, O people!

Consider how heedless they are. The Exalted One saith: “Be-
ware lest thou be veiled by that which hath been revealed in the
Bayan.” Yet this one saith: “Where is the school of Him Whom
God shall make manifest?” But the mention of the school is
itself from that which hath been revealed in the Bayan, con-
cerning which He saith: Beware lest thou be thereby veiled
from Him Whom God shall make manifest. In short, praise
be to God, the Exalted One—may my spirit be a sacrifice
unto Him—Ileft no veil remaining; He rent them all asunder.
Yet this obstinate people are like the spider: whatever veil of
theirs thou dost tear away, they straightway weave another;
for this veiledness springeth from their very being. And when
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a thing pertaineth to the essential requirements of a reality, its
separation therefrom is impossible.

Upon you be greetings and praise. S, 1ol ;lc 14

BRL_DAK#0063, MKT1.347
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Words to Lua Getsinger

L.

los was a shepherd boy who tended his flocks in the valleys
and on the sloping hills of Persia. He was poor and simple and
knew no life but the care of his sheep, but one love he had and
one great longing - it was to behold the face of his King. He
had never seen this One of whose greatness and goodness he
heard wonderful tales, and he felt that he would live content
and die happy if he could but once behold his face.

One day los heard that the King with his retinue would pass
on the high-road not far from his pasture. Shaken with the
intensity of his love he left everything and stationed himself on
the road. At last the Royal Procession appeared, haut boys on
horseback, soldiers and buglers glittering and gorgeous in the
sunshine.

Tos’ eyes gazed past all this to the royal equipage slowly ap-
proaching, with flushed face and throbbing heart he watched
for the face he had waited and longed for all his life.

Seeing that the procession was stopped in its progress the King
enquired the cause and was informed that a poor shepherd boy
stood in the way and begged to see him. The King commanded
that the boy be brought, and Ios trembling with joy came to
the side of the carriage, and gazed long and steadfastly on the
face he adored. The King amazed at this ardent look said
“Who art thou?” “los, the shepherd boy, my King,” he replied.
“What dost thou seek from me?” “Oh my King,” he said, “All
my life I have longed for thee. The utmost desire of my heart
has been to behold thy face. Now I am happy and content, I
can return to my humble life forever blest since I have beheld
thee.”

The King was greatly touched and looking long and earnestly
at the boy passed on his way.
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But the memory of Ios haunted him - such love he had not
known. All those who surrounded him lived by his favors and
bounty, but there was one who sought nothing, asked nothing
- who could live and die on the memory of his face.

II.

The King’s yearning for los grew so strong that at last he sent
for the shepherd boy had him brought to the palace. los came
with eager joy and presented himself trembling and radiant,
before the royal presence. Then the King was greatly pleased
with Tos and made him the guardian of his treasure and reposed
in him a high trust.

But those who had lived by the King’s favor were filled with
jealousy and tried to find some fault in los so that they might
destroy him in the eyes of the King. They watched day and
night and soon they found a flaw. In the silence of the night
when all were sleeping they saw los creep stealthily forth, wind
his way through the palace and enter a small room far up under
the roof. “Ah,” they said, “He is robbing the treasury and stor-
ing away the treasure in a secret place.” Then they hastened
with the news to the King. That night he watched with them
and saw los steal away to his secret hiding place. The King fol-
lowed, threw open the door and entered the room. It was bare
and empty, but on the wall hung the shepherd’s coat Ios had
worn and his crook with which he tended his flock. “What is
the meaning of this, los,” he exclaimed, “That thou dost creep
to this room silently in the dead of the night, and thus arouse
suspicion when I have so trusted thee?” “Oh, my King,” replied
Tos, “When first I beheld thee I was a poor ignorant shepherd
boy, but thou hast raised me to this lofty state through thy
pure bounty and generosity, therefore, I never wish to forget
from what I came, but to remain ever humble and grateful to
thee. Thus I come each night to reflect on what I was and
what Thou has made me through Thy bounty, generosity and
favor.

I1I.

One day while the King was riding with his courtiers and fa-
vorites he opened a wallet in his saddle, and cast handfuls of
precious jewels in the road. His friends stopped, dismounted
and gathered the gifts scattered by his loving hand. Ios alone
remained at this side with his eyes fastened on the beloved
face, never glancing away. Then the courtiers murmured say-
ing, “See los, he despises the gifts of the King and will not
trouble himself to attain them.” The King looked at him and
smiling said, “How is this, Ios, dost thou despise my gifts?”
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“Never have I desired anything from thee, but to behold thy
face, this has been and ever shall be sufficient for this servant.”

IV.

In Persia they have a great variety of delicious melons and it is
the custom in this season to hold feasts and serve this abundant
fruit to the guests. When the season came and the melons were
ripe the King held a feast and invited many people. los was
absent engaged on some service, but presently the guests saw
that there was one melon left uncut. Then they murmured
among themselves saying, “You will see that this melon, which
is not doubt very sweet and delicious is reserved for the Beloved
of the King,” and soon the King sent for los, and cutting the
melon gave him a piece saying “Thou, too, must partake of my
feast. I have kept this melon for Thee.” The King also took a
piece, but he tasted it he exclaimed “This melon is as bitter as
gall, how couldst thou eat it, los?” But the boy replied, “All
my life I have received sweet from thy hand, now if thou dost
give me bitter shall I refuse it? For bitter is sweet from the
hands of my King.”

V.

That which the King valued in all his domains was the Royal
Gardens, which were vast and very beautiful with trees and
flowers, lakes and fountains, and where every living thing was
safe and protected, for it was forbidden therein to kill. And
Tos so lived in the King’s heart, was so loved and trusted that
he made him the guardian and custodian of this Garden of

Life and Beauty, which was the highest honor in his Kingdom.

Then los faithfully guarded his trust.

One day as los was walking in the beautiful Gardens, the
King’s son, who had been jealous of him crept stealthily up
behind and swiftly shot an arrow from his bow and fled. It
pierced the breast of a swan and the red blood flowed down
the pure white breast into the water, and the swan swayed and
drooped and died.

Tos stood aghast with grief and horror, gazing at the swan
then at the bow lying in the path at his feet. As he stooped to
pick it up a gardener approached and accused los of killing the
swan. Then the man hastened to the Royal Presence and told
what los had done. The King summoned him and said “What
hast thou done?” los bowed his head in silence. “Speak,” the
King commanded, “Who has slain the swan?” But Ios would
not speak. The King’s heart was breaking and he exclaimed,
“Thy silence condemns thee. If thou dost not speak and justify
thyself I shall banish thee forever from my face.” los lifted his
eyes and looked long on the King’s face, then meekly bowed
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his head and went out from his presence and went alone into
exile.

Time passed and the Prince’s conscience gave him no rest. He
saw how his Father grieved for los, and at last he heard that
Tos was dying of a broken heart in his lonely hut far away.
Smitten with remorse he threw himself at his Father’s feet and
confessed to having killed the swan. The King in great grief
sprang up and cried out, “Take me to los.” And when he came
in haste to the hut he found him dying. He rushed to him,
clasped him in his arms, kissed his brow, his lips, while his
tears rained on his face. “Oh, los, my servant, my beloved,
thou must not leave me; I love thee, thou hast sacrificed thy
life for my son.” And los, lying in his arms, gazing upon his
face exclaimed: “I die in Paradise upon Thy Breast, my King!”

SW__v13#07 p.182-184, STAB#018, STAB#020, STAB#021
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In the days of Decius, Emperor of the Romans, which tran-
spired after Christ, Decius harbored intense hatred and en-
mity toward Christ and the Christians. Just as in the time
of Christ, Christians were greatly persecuted, being massacred
twelve times. In France, the king of that realm was exceed-
ingly hostile to Christians, being boundlessly antagonistic. He
strove mightily to uproot Christianity but could not. At last
he became enlightened, and gathering his ministers, deputies,
and sons, he said: “Gentlemen, you know how opposed I was
to the Christians. Night and day I labored to cut off their
roots. I attempted every means and left no measure untried,
but now I see this standard is bringing down our standard and
cutting off our roots. We are being obliterated and destroyed.
Therefore, before this standard overthrows our standard, it is
better that we submit to it. We killed and bound them, we
imprisoned them, yet day by day they increase. It is better
that we accept this religion, both for this world and the next.”

At first they were alarmed, but then he proved it with argu-
ments and proofs, saying: “Consider how the Roman emperors
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and Eastern kings persecuted them, yet there is no doubt they
will ultimately triumph. Therefore it is better that we en-
ter into this Cause.” He sent for and summoned some sincere
Christians, gave them safety, and asked what one must do to
enter the Christian religion. They said to empty one of the
great temples, cast out the idols, renovate it, and on Sunday
to come to the temple, repent, supplicate and pray.

There was a magnificent temple which they emptied, renovated
and prepared, and on Sunday the king, wearing his crown and
royal robes, and all the ministers and deputies in their official
attire, entered the temple. The king cast off his crown and
prayed. Then he came out and proclaimed Christianity uni-
versal, and kingship remained in his family until the time of
Bonaparte when it became a republic. And they themselves
opened their hands to oppression and tyranny and deviated
from the straight path of justice and righteousness.

For all people, from kings to subjects, eternal illumination and
everlasting spirituality and immortality lie in acceptance, and
that is to enter the Divine Cause. Constantine entered under
the shadow of Christ, and his reign extended until the advent
of Islam.

The Qur’an is of two kinds: decisive verses and allegorical
verses. This is of the allegorical kind and has an interpretation.
This is of the kind that “none knoweth its interpretation save
God and those well-grounded in knowledge.” And there are
many verses of this kind, such as the story of Dhul-Qarnayn,
Solomon and Bilgis, and their like. The cave is the Cause of
God, that cave is the Divine Cause, it is a refuge. The Cause
of God is likewise the refuge of all beings, the cave of security
for the people of the world.

The cave mentioned is the Cave of God’s Cause - it is the divine
shelter. The Cause of God is the refuge of all peoples, the
sanctuary of safety for all the inhabitants of the world. The sun
referred to is the Sun of Reality, under whose shade the Cause
of God was established and founded. Those souls are the ones
who have taken refuge in this Cave of God’s Cause, therefore
the sun always shines upon them. This is why He says: “And
thou mightest have seen the sun, when it arose, decline from
their cave towards the right hand, and when it set, pass them
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by on the left, while they were in the spacious part thereof.
This is one of the signs of God.” Meaning that whichever way
they turn, it shines and will shine upon them. The meaning
of their long duration refers to the greatness and magnitude of
the events of those days, for although they appeared to tarry
but briefly, mighty events worthy of many centuries manifested
through them. Like the Day of Resurrection which is spoken
of as fifty thousand years - meaning that events worthy of fifty
thousand years manifest in that Day. And life after death is
assuredly spiritual life.

This matter pertains to the time of Decius, after Christ, but the
reality of the matter is that it was a legend among the people.
In the time of Muhammad, the Jews incited the Quraysh to
ask about the People of the Cave. When asked, the Prophet
said “I will tell you tomorrow” - according to one tradition
after forty days, and according to another after three days.
Since the Prophet knew it was a legend, He was reluctant to
answer - He was neither willing to explicitly state it was a
legend, nor willing to state something without reality. When
He saw that the enemies would not desist, He therefore gave
His answer in the form of truth. Since some matters are in
fact legends, the Manifestations of God present them in forms
of truth and explain them thus, for if they were to deny well-
known accepted matters, opponents would attribute it to their
ignorance. Therefore these are explained in forms of truth.

(And in a letter from Him to Mirza Taqi Khan Khayyat Mur-
shidzadih in Tehran, He says:) “He is God. O servant of God...

“Regarding the People of the Cave about which you inquired,
where their number is specified in the Glorious Quran while it
is clearly stated: ‘They will say they were three, the fourth of
them being their dog; and they will say they were five, the sixth
of them being their dog - guessing at random’ meaning like
an arrow shot in darkness, meaning this saying is not correct.
Then He says: ‘And they will say they were seven, and the
eighth of them was their dog’ meaning this is not guessing at
random and this is correct. Those people were not in physical
sleep - that sleep was heedlessness from this mirage. And since
those souls were entirely detached from this world and had set
their hearts on another realm, they attained the state of sleep
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and witnessed true visions. And what would not be attained by
others over a long period was attained by them in a brief time.
When thou didst observe the people of the world, that which
they could traverse in three hundred and some years, these holy
souls would traverse that far distance in a brief period. And
as for Qitmir, he was a princely person who protected these
souls from the transgressions of every evil one.”

(And in another address, these are His mighty words:) “Verily,
the Companions of the Cave and of the Inscription were ser-
vants who attained unto the supreme triumph and took refuge
in the Cave of the mercy of thy bountiful Lord. They lay
sleeping, detached from the world, and were awakened by the
breezes of God, and sought shelter in that Refuge - the sanctu-
ary of the righteous and the haven of the chosen ones - the Law
of thy Lord, the All-Choosing. And the Sun of Truth declined
upon them on the right and on the left.”
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

Thou knowest, O my God, the measure of my love, my intense
passion, my great affection, and my deep attachment to the Af-
nans of the Tree of Thy Mercy and the branches of the Tree of
Thy Oneness. By Thy manifest and resplendent might, before
whose loftiness necks are bowed, before whose elevation faces
are humbled, and to whose sovereignty all submit in obeisance:
I am immersed in the ocean of love for every leaf of the Tree
of Thy Lordship, how much more so for a branch that has
grown green and flourished, blossomed and yielded fruit in the
paradise of Thy love, has been watered by the streams of Thy
favors, and has lived by the fragrances of the gardens of Thy
bounty. O Lord! Assist him to serve Thy Cause, make him
steadfast in the word of Thy Oneness, support him with Thy
confirmations, strengthen his loins in arising to obey Thee, and
illumine his countenance among the company of the Afnans
through the intensity of his firmness and steadfastness, that
the censure of the censurer may not deter him in Thy Cause,
nor may the force of violent tempests that uproot the ancient
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and deep-seated in every age move him, nor may the whirl-
winds that tear up the firmly fixed from their foundations in
all times shake him. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Mighty,
the Bestower. O Lord! Make the offshoots that have sprung
from this branch verdant, fresh, and flourishing through Thy
grace and bounty that encompasseth all the worlds.

O exalted Branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! That which was
written was observed, and that which was inscribed was con-
sidered. News of your sorrow caused the utmost grief, for this
servant’s highest aspiration is the joy, spirit and delight of the
branches of the Divine Lote-Tree. And now this manifestation
of sorrow has caused great distress to this servant. The let-
ter that was sent to you was sealed and secure - how strange
that it was opened and read! The opening and reading of a
letter before its rightful recipient is absolutely impermissible,
nay forbidden and prohibited. Moreover, there was no purpose
or intention, and it had no connection to you. There was some
talk and rumors in Egypt which were dispelled and effaced.
Surely the gracious branches of the Divine Lote-Tree, His Hon-
our Aqa Mirza Habibu’llah and Aqa Mirza Buzurg, upon them
be the Most Glorious Glory of God, have written to you. It
did not warrant my writing anything or giving news, hence
reference was made.

The point is that you must contemplate momentous matters.
Today is the day when all remembrances must be forgotten
and all thought and consciousness directed to one purpose
alone - the exaltation of the Word of God and the diffusion
of the divine fragrances. In every age and era, a certain mat-
ter is confirmed. Today the hosts of the Abha Kingdom assist
those souls who are entirely unaware of self, kith and kin, and
stranger - who shine like candles in the gathering of the hori-
zons, and like crimson flowers adorn every rose-garden and
meadow. Day and night they have no prayer save the mention
of the Friend, and morn and eve they utter no word except
“Hasten to prosperity and success.” These souls are confirmed
by the company of the angels of the Supreme Concourse and
are the focus of the glances from the eye of the All-Merciful
Luminous Countenance in the Abha Kingdom.

This is now the duty of all the loved ones of the All-Merciful,
how much more so the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree! There-
fore, arise with the power of certitude according to the instruc-
tions given at the time of departure, and you shall find the
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doors of all good opened. You know well the degree of my love
for you; despite this you should not be so affected. Always
observe within your heart and soul, from which the measure
of my conscience becomes evident. This servant’s purpose is
that each of the branches of the Divine Tree become blessed
trees manifesting the sacred verse “its root firmly fixed and
its branches reaching to heaven.” I am not content with mi-
nor manifestations indicating the loftiness and inaccessibility
of the reality of the branches of the Tree of Eternity. Rather, I
desire and beseech the Court of Unity that they become man-
ifestations of universal signs, so that my spirit may rejoice.

The proof of this matter lies in the letters I have written to the
branches of the Divine Tree, including several letters written
after you to His Honour Mirza Habib and His Honour Mirza
Buzurg, upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of God - copies
of which are enclosed with this letter for your consideration.
The letter in which you had requested certain correspondences
has not arrived; therefore, write the names again and, God
willing, letters will be written and sent to all.

The news of the repairs to the blessed and revered House has
brought utmost joy. I hope that, through this achievement,
you will be confirmed with the manifestation of divine favors
in all affairs. If it is not entirely possible, feasible, or wise
for that pure and holy place to be completely vacant, strive
to maintain its purity, cleanliness, refinement, and dignity to
the extent possible. This is most important. The pilgrimage
you have performed on my behalf has brought infinite joy and
gladness. You must perform this deputized pilgrimage with
utmost care once every year.

O my Lord! This is a branch from among the branches of
Thy Tree of Divine Unity, and a twig from among the twigs
of the Tree of Thy Oneness. He has arisen to represent Thy
servant and has visited Thy Sacred House and circled round
Thy holy sanctuary, O my Lord, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
O Lord! Ordain for him abundant reward and great bounty
in Thy Most Glorious Kingdom and Thy exalted Companion.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Most High.

Furthermore, regarding the conditions in those regions about
which you had written and requested permission to provide
details, by all means write about them. Concerning the com-
pilation of Divine Tablets specifically addressed to you, this
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is very good and appropriate, but printing and publication
is absolutely inappropriate at present, as many people would
be inclined toward this and difficulties would arise therefrom.
However, you may compile one copy in very fine handwriting
and send it to me. Afterward, you will observe how well it will
turn out. As for His Holiness Aga Mirza Habib, may the Most
Glorious Glory of God rest upon him, it is better for him to
remain in Port Said.

Regarding your affairs, I shall write to the two Ismayns, may
the Most Glorious Glory of God rest upon them. Convey most
glorious greetings to his honor Fadil, may the Glory of God and
His praise rest upon him, and on my behalf proclaim: “Your
promised time has come, your dominion has arrived, the mo-
ment of your power has drawn nigh, and this is the field of your
endeavor. Therefore, loosen the reins and raise the spears with
eloquent, profound, wondrous, and beautiful utterance. By
God, the Truth! These are spears that pierce the rock and
penetrate the mountains of the skins of severity.”
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To: Ibtihajul-Mulk et al., in Rasht

O Ibtihaju’l-Mulk! Be as a brilliant lamp in the glass of the
love of God, that thou mayest become the joy of spiritual ones
and blend water with fire, for through transformation water
and fire can be mixed. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O Mudabbiru’l-Mamalik! O thou who art steadfast in the
Covenant! Wisdom in affairs means perfection - that is, ev-
ery matter must be executed as it ought to be. For example,
a luminous cup must contain heavenly wine, as the poet has
said:

The glass grew fine; the wine grew clear; Their mirrored lights
commingling were,

Till doubt itself could scarce divine Which was the cup and
which the wine.
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It seemed pure wine, with cup away; It seemed a cup, with
wine astray:

The chalice bright, the ruby draught, Each in the other’s image
laughed.

So limpid was the crystal bowl, So subtle was the wine of soul,

That each became the other’s face, Each borrowed each the
other’s grace.

Behold! what seems the life-red wine Is but the goblet’s ruby
shine;

And this fair cup the eye descries Is wine that casts its crimson
dyes.

Thus it became clear that heavenly grace requires an illu-
mined heart, and the rays of the Sun of Truth deserve a
world-reflecting mirror. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.

O Sa’idu’l-Mulk! O servant of the Lord! When the happiness
of the earthly realm is coupled with the glad-tidings of the
Kingdom, it becomes light upon light. God willing, thou shalt
attain to both. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O Mubassiru’l-Mulk! O thou who art steadfast in the
Covenant! Physical sight in the material world reveals the
forms of things, but spiritual insight in the realm of the
Kingdom uncovers the realities of all created things. I hope
that thou mayest be successful, confirmed and triumphant in
both. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O Haji Aga Khalill O noble Khalil! Praise be to God that
through the light of the divine world thou art noble and
distinguished, and in the fire of Nimrod thou didst find the
rose-garden of the All-Merciful, and even turned away from
Gabriel’s aid, saying in response to “Hast thou any need?” -
“Not of thee” And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O Aqga Siyyid Muhammad Mujtahid! O honored Siyyid! The
world is one of lights, the dawning-place of mysteries and the
source of divine traces. The horizon of truth is luminous, and
the divine gathering is the envy of meadow and field. It is
springtime, the season for strolling through rose gardens and
flower beds, and I am occupied with thy remembrance and re-
joicing day and night. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O Mirza Alireza Khan! O kind friend! The glad-tidings of the
All-Merciful come in succession, and the auspicious messenger
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brings news of the favors of the Lord God. The nightingale
sings the song of peace and harmony, heralds the tidings of
peace and security, and chants the verses of truthfulness and
reconciliation. Therefore, strive as much as thou canst for
universal peace, and think of naught but fellowship and love.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.

His honor Mirza Muhammad Ali Khan, upon him be the Glory
of God. O my sincere friend! Through truthfulness and devo-
tion to truth does one become radiant and shining in the world
of possibility. Praise be to God, you have a face illumined by
the light of the love of God and a palace made fragrant by the
gathering of friends. And upon you be greetings and praise.
Rasht

His honor Mirza Abul-Qasim Khan, upon him be the Glory of
God. O longtime friend! Praise be to God, in the spiritual
springtime like the merciful flower you have rent your garment
and become blossoming and fragrant. And upon you be greet-
ings and praise. Rasht

His honor Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, upon him be the Glory of
God. O servant of God! This mortal world has no permanence,
this dusty earth has no purity, and physical companions have
no fidelity. The bird of the meadow of truth surely at all times
yearns for the rose garden of sanctity and soars to the rosebush
of inner meanings. And upon you be greetings and praise.
Rasht

His honor Aqa Siyyid Mahdi, upon him be the Glory of God. O
servant of God! When the light of guidance cast its radiance in
the night-chamber of the heart, it freed the soul from bondage
to water and clay. It found another world and hastened to

another rose garden. And upon you be greetings and praise.
Rasht

His honor Aqa Siyyid Nasir, upon him be the Glory of God.
O spiritual one! God willing, you are victorious and forgiven,
confirmed and successful. In servitude to the Sacred Threshold
you are an active servant and a helper and supporter of the
helpless. And upon you be greetings and praise. Rasht

His honor Aqa Mirza Yahya the Physician, upon him be the
Glory of God. O physician of hearts! Greek medicine treats
physical ailments, but the wisdom of Lugman and divine
medicine heal the heart and soul. I hope you will be confirmed
in both. And upon you be greetings and praise. Rasht

His honor Mirza Aga the Physician, upon him be the Glory
of God. O gentle physician! Treat the sick with spirit and
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fragrance, and as much as you can, gladden hearts and souls
with spiritual joy. Endless diseases and illnesses can be cured,
for when the heart finds joy it has a mighty effect on the body.
The physician can provide great healing through spiritual glad-
ness, good news and delight. And upon you be greetings and
praise. Rasht

His honor Haji Mirza Muhammad Arbab, upon him be the
Glory of God. O steadfast one in the Covenant! Arbab means
Lord, and lordship exists in servitude at the threshold of the
Intended One. As much as you can, remain firm and steadfast
in this station until you see all things circling around you. And
upon you be greetings and praise. Rasht

His honor Nazim-i-Mizan, upon him be the Glory of God. O
servant of the All-Merciful! The true balance and the straight
measure today is the Covenant. All are weighed by this balance.
“Then, as for him whose scales are heavy, he will live a pleasant
life. But as for him whose scales are light, his mother will be
the abyss.” And upon you be greetings and praise. Rasht

26 His honor Siraj-Divan. O servant of Baha! Like a candle, shine

bright amidst the gathering of friends, and like the beauty of
love, consume the veil in the assembly of the All-Merciful. Be
a radiant light and manifest endless splendor. And upon you
be greetings and praise. Rasht

7 His honor Aqa Ali, upon him be the Glory of God.

s O servant of God! The contingent world is subject to endless

changes and transformations: at times it soars, at times it
plunges; at times there is profit, at times there is loss. What
is difficult shall ultimately become easy, and the intensity of
hardships shall be transformed. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.

Rasht. Jinab-i-Aqa Ghulam, upon him be the Glory of God.

O steadfast servant of God! Be not sorrowful, be not grieved,
sit not with a bleeding heart, be not dejected. Affairs have
wisdom in their wake, and hardship hath mercy in its trail.
When a tree becomes leafless, it shall become green and verdant
again; the bird with clipped wings shall grow new feathers; and
the weak crescent shall become a luminous full moon. Grieve
not, for verily God is with us. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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To: Baha’is of Tihran

We extol and worship the Lord Who adorned and embellished
the universe with the light of His bounty, and Who bestowed
upon the reality of existence infinite forms and sovereignty.
When observed with seeing eyes, each created thing appears
like a beloved one in the utmost beauty and grace, and each
is witnessed to be a center of wisdom, a source of bounty, and
a manifestation of favor. All created things move and stir ac-
cording to their natural order without will. Therefore, among
created beings, those possessed of spirit have will and choice,
movement and acquisition, bestowed as the ultimate gift in
their own realm. Animals are at the lowest degree of beings
possessed of spirit, but as they are not endowed with reason
and intelligence, if they move contrary to the natural order,
they are excused in this pride, for they move according to na-
ture’s requirements and are captive to it without recourse to
anything else.

But man, who is the noblest of beings possessed of spirit, mov-
ing with will and endowed with reason and intelligence, must
therefore excel all created things in every perfection. And if
he is deprived of this bounty, he becomes utterly reprehensible
and blameworthy, and the worst kind of animal - “these are
like cattle, nay, rather they have gone more astray” For he
has squandered the divine gift and, like the tree of Zagqum,
has yielded bitter fruit. No created thing loses divine bounties
except man, who lets slip the precious jewels of infinite favors
and through ignorance falls into snares and traps. This is why
in the blessed verse He says: “We created man in the best of
forms, then reduced him to the lowest of the low,” but if he
gains freedom from this snare and finds relief from this ailment,
he becomes a manifestation of “except those who believe and
do good works,” becomes a dawning-place of bounties, and a
dayspring of the lights of “God created Adam in His image and
likeness” - that is, he becomes a divine image and a manifesta-
tion of heavenly bounties.

O friends! Human perfections are not confined to spiritual con-
ditions; rather, physical perfections are also necessary so that
the human world may shine forth in both spiritual beauty and
physical perfection in the assemblage of existence. Therefore,
the beloved of God must also strive in every way to acquire
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physical perfections. Divine characteristics are like spirits, and
physical perfections are like bodies. Spirits have manifestation
and appearance through bodies, and bodies have spirit and
triumph through spirits. When both appear in the contingent
world with the utmost perfection, abundant grace is achieved
and the light upon light shines forth.

O friends of God! Think not that since this world is fleet-
ing, therefore imperfection and perfection, success and failure,
ascent and descent, progress and decline are equal. God for-
bid! The All-Merciful in the text of the Qur’an declares: “Our
Lord! Grant us good in this world and good in the world to
come.” Thus it is clear and evident that both spiritual and
material progress and perfection are desired and beloved, es-
pecially since all progress, even physical, is indicative of di-
vine bounties. Consider how the Japanese nation’s modern
progress has become the cause of amazement among the na-
tions and governments of the world. Can one now say that
this progress is blameworthy while the degradation and dis-
array of the African peoples is praiseworthy? No, by God!
Such thinking of the ignorant is blameworthy. The Japanese
government and people have, in truth, achieved such physical
progress in a brief time as to astound minds and conscious-
This progress is due to the unity of government and
people, who have combined and united to such a degree that
separation has become impossible. From this agreement and
unity, such progress has dawned and shone forth. However,
had there been the slightest discord between government and
people, such progress would have been deemed impossible and
unattainable.

ness.

Observe how the Japanese people are obedient and submissive
to Emperor Mikado, as if they were all purchased servants,
moved by the will of that wise one in this new age. Therefore,
O friends of God, pay no heed to the idle talk of this or that
person, and be not submissive to troublemakers. Those who
oppose His Imperial Majesty will ultimately become remorseful
and regretful. These souls outwardly present certain issues and
make falsehood appear as truth, but in reality, they harbor
personal ambitions and self-interest, and their purpose is to
sow corruption. Beware, beware of seeking nearness to such
souls and following in their path. Rather, shun them.
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Glory be to God! Did the Japanese nation achieve this progress
through opposition to their government? No, by God! They
achieved it through obedience, submission, good intentions,
and excellent service to their government. One must be vig-
ilant and aware. Surely unity and accord between ruler and
ruled, and harmony between governor and governed, become
the cause of the glory and progress of souls. This is why the
Day Star of Guidance, Baha’u’llah, commanded the loved ones
of God to obey the sovereign, and this matter is clear and evi-
dent. But alas, a hundred thousand times alas, that the divines
are submerged in the sleep of heedlessness. We beseech God
that the religious leaders may open their outer and inner vi-
sion through the manifest light, so that they may perceive what
causes the eternal glory of the nation and strive with heart and
soul toward it.

In the domains of the sublime Ottoman state, all divines are
obedient to His Imperial Majesty the Sultan; none has power
to utter a word. All hold fast to the decisive text “Obey God
and obey the Messenger and those in authority among you.”
If the divines of Iran are truth-seeking and well-wishing, they
too should follow this path. Otherwise, the end result will be
remorse and humiliation and captivity in the hands of neigh-
boring peoples of that realm. And upon you be greetings and
praise.

O my God, my God! I beseech Thee with my tongue, I implore
Thee with my heart, I supplicate Thee with my spirit, and en-
treat Thee with my soul and inmost being to aid Thy sincere
servants to turn unto the manifest Light, and to assist the righ-
teous to hold fast to the Center of Lights. Illumine, O my God,
the eyes of hearts with the radiance of guidance, strengthen
them with mighty power, and enable them to obey Thee and
serve Thy sacred Threshold both secretly and openly. Make
them signs of Thy bounty in the world of creation and stan-
dards of Thy mercy waving throughout all regions. O Lord,
O Lord! We are weak servants who possess no life or resur-
rection save through the outpouring of Thy gifts which shine
upon all horizons with brightest effulgence. Verily Thou art
the Bestower, the Mighty, the Forgiving, the Generous, the
Bountiful. Verily Thou art the Compassionate, the Almighty,
the All-Knowing, the Gracious. There is none other God but
Thee, the Powerful, the Beneficent, the Omnipotent, the Help
in Peril.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O exalted branch of the Blessed Tree! That which flowed from
thy pen was noted with careful attention. Its contents brought
solace to this grief-stricken heart, for I observed that thou dost
share, to some extent, in my sorrows. Yet from another per-
spective, it caused distress and regret that the successive trials
and difficulties of affairs in Egypt and Alexandria have ren-
dered thee entirely sorrowful and filled with sighs and lamen-
tations. This servant - with the peerless Lord as witness - con-
siders thy affairs more important than his own circumstances
and hath ever been mindful of thy comfort in all conditions.
From the day of departure until now, correspondence with the
two branches of the Blessed Tree hath been maintained contin-
uously, despite tremendous occupations and difficulties, grave
tribulations and trials, the onslaught of enemies from all direc-
tions, and the wavering of the vacillating ones in the Covenant
- yet through extremely subtle schemes and the undermining
of the Cause of God, not a moment’s neglect hath occurred
nor shall occur. God willing, I shall strive for their education
through the divine power.

However, your eminence is not aware of the details. When
those two Afnans came here as strangers, they mentioned that
what had been allocated to them was not reaching them, af-
fairs were not in order, and it was observed that if their lives
were to continue in the present manner, no fruit would be
yielded whatsoever. If deemed advisable, they could engage in
some work themselves and manage a shop, which would surely
bear fruit. In brief, they expressed much complaint about the
fruitlessness of their present situation. This servant also noted
that they are clever; though their transactions may be mod-
est at first, expansion will occur in the future. In any case,
whatever may be written cannot express this servant’s true
love for them. Until now, I have not interfered in anyone’s
affairs, but in their matters I shall intervene in every respect.
Therefore, for now, I must bring them into close association so
that I may continuously inquire about all their conditions. I
write this confidentially that for the organization of their af-
fairs and their progress, both inwardly and outwardly, even
in their commerce, it would be better if they would come to
Beirut immediately, take whatever share they have in the part-
nership, and engage in business in Beirut. Keep this matter
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concealed, and if you yourself deem it advisable, write to them
about it.

As regards your partnership with the Holy Leaves, what was ob-
served is correct. They must provide accounts according to the
documents, and the profits must be determined. I desire a clear
explanation and the protection of your rights in every respect.
But the work of this servant has become very difficult and prob-
lematic, and control of affairs has slipped from hand, to such
an extent that one cannot utter a word contrary to someone’s
pleasure. If you were to apply the slightest pressure on that
soul, immediately the violators of the Covenant would, through
their utmost schemes and deception, cause that person to wa-
ver, nay rather, they strive to completely sever that one from
the divine Covenant, even instilling hatred in their heart. This
causes that helpless one to become entirely deprived. There-
fore, this servant cannot apply pressure to anyone, even if it be
for protecting the rights of the friends. An excuse is acceptable
to noble souls. I write these words confidentially to you. Con-
sider how this servant, alone, solitary and strange, has fallen
into such trials in a corner of Tiberias. I swear by the An-
cient Beauty that the very atoms of all things weep, lament
and bemoan. Therefore, as long as such an arrangement ex-
ists between you and the partners, demand accounts according
to the details you had written, so that what has accrued and
resulted may become known. This servant will strive to the
extent possible regarding your affairs and will write to them,
and I beseech God that your rights be preserved. They too
will certainly not be remiss in safeguarding rights. And if any
shortcoming occurs, it is due to the inevitable slack that has
occurred in affairs. Circumstances have developed thus. They
will certainly not be remiss to the extent they are able.

Furthermore, you must always counsel the two honored
branches to be firm and steadfast, for certain interpretations
have arisen regarding the decisive verses, and the people of
doubts are continuously engaged in insinuations. Today, if
anyone opens their ear even a needle’s width to the words
of the people of doubts, they will slip so severely that they
will never be able to regain control of themselves. Among
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the insinuations of the people of doubts is that they say
to someone that one must return to the verses, meaning to
exercise individual interpretation, implying that everyone is
independent and can deduce whatever they wish, that is, there
is no need for an Interpreter. Consider how much such words
cause the Cause of God to be wasted and how much they
will cause discord. Despite the existence of the divine Book
of the Covenant with a designated and explicitly appointed
Interpreter, yet what words are being insinuated. These
words were first uttered by ‘Umar when the Prophet (may my
spirit be sacrificed for Him) said at the time of His passing,
“Bring me pen and paper that I may write something for you
whereby you will never go astray” He said, “The Book of
God suffices us.” Now “The Book of God suffices us” has been
changed to “God has made all independent” and “return to
the writings,” meaning do not submit to the Interpreter, do
not ask questions, do not act according to His good-pleasure,
do not walk according to His guidance, and recognition is not
necessary - be your own interpreter. And in this way the
intent is to become free from the Covenant and Testament.

In brief, your honor must resist like an immovable mountain
and not allow the words of the wavering whisperers to influ-
ence the hearts of the simple ones. Today the Afnan of the
Blessed Tree must first be servants of God’s Covenant and Tes-
tament so that the Cause of God may remain protected from
all vicissitudes under the shadow of the word of unity. Who-
ever takes even one step further in this path will advance and
become the recipient of the confirmations of the Most Glorious
Kingdom and will succeed in all things. Otherwise, I swear by
the Self-Subsisting Lord that such a one will be cast down in
all ranks and conditions. Soon you will witness the wavering
ones in evident loss. If you help God, He will help you. And
glory be upon you.

AFNAN.138x
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received and
what you wrote was the reality of the situation. The friends of
God must appreciate the justice of the monarch and value the
zeal and fervor of the Prime Minister. Night and day they must
supplicate and beseech at the Threshold of Divine Oneness for
confirmations upon the throne of sovereignty and the seat of
the premiership. Some of the ministers are also in the utmost
justice and benevolence, and with heart and soul desire comfort
and tranquility for humankind, and are kind to all subjects.
Though I do not mention their names openly, in my heart and
soul I beseech divine grace and protection for them, and I hope
that each may become a unique well-wisher of the world and
distinguished in the arena of bounty. His Excellency Jenab-i-
Rukn is a mighty pillar in the protection of the oppressed and
is the epitome of justice, patience and wisdom. Jenab-i-Sa’id
is blessed in both worlds, and the Ambassador of the realm,
His Excellency Ebtehaj, is a source of my joy, and I hope that
in his mission he may conduct himself such that his joy may
become a brilliant lamp and exercise the utmost effort in his
duties.

Jenab-i-Sadr-i-Hamadani is the cause of my spirit’s delight and
beloved of my heart and soul, for he teaches the Faith and
guides the imitators to reality. For Jenab-i-Aqa Sheikh Fazlul-
lah I beseech God that he may become the grace of God and
a near servant of the Abha Beauty. Jenab-i-Habibullah Khan
is truly my beloved and the physician of the friends. Con-
vey my longing greetings and superior respects to the Consul
of Love. Give glad-tidings of acceptance at the Threshold of
the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting to Haji Abdul-Rasul, and
know that the late Aqa Muhammad Karim Attar is immersed
in the ocean of the Lord’s forgiveness and near to the court of
the Creator. Through the aid and grace of the Beloved of the
horizons, T hope that He may make that yearning soul a com-
panion and intimate friend in the Kingdom of Holiness. For
the late Jenab-i-Nasir Divan I beseech from God that He may
make him an intimate of the feast of meeting and seat him upon
the highest horizon in the gathering of divine manifestation. I
hope that Jenab-i-Mirza Ali Muhammad Khan may become
in Batum the manifestation of the favors of the Ever-Living,
the Self-Subsisting, and be confirmed by the aid and grace of

T @T, ol & Faal Ol Sl (ol
L;)L S e b GM Q\JL \JM
Pl St 5 o ML“‘ e )
va@))))w.m;w,).\a\)
o) o630 Syl s cble
R S IYY) )‘ @ LU ol £
Js 5 Ol 4 5 s Pl s Sl
5 S G gl b S
ol ol ol Lo s sl e s pon
Sley slbe b Ol 5 s 5o ds e
S 8 SUEV (5 Olay, &
Sl Oldge d by X3S gl ol e &
Sl s o5 ol :}?\ O e Ngh
e 3 dde Sl o g ST (ST Olegllas
i g Al dre dae Ol

F o il e Bl bl
Ol s U)fb)ufp\j.u\}w
Sy Cu,, Cﬂ gl & sl s,

)l g Sl s Syl
A Oy 5 may e M8 e Ol
Al A W L) Ol s o
b BT Ol sl o)y i il
555 s Jib a5l | b
Ol s Sl ol U e o
Gl dsbwgs by o e RIS
il alBlitn CoZ e 13511 Gte o
Gl Ol 4l PO aith Sl
(‘)" L SRR RUS L Py E
s p b ole 25 42 U p oy sy
NS U K I SSPPRU PP
eolsdel GUT s il 5 0 51 JESS
ot 3 n s S o | Sleadl 8
O g 5V Oy s p e p Pl e b
Jaz 53 5 b p W ey p"—‘fr"“f" Olax
a2 e Ve Ol il el 25, W
G Ol g pm,); § ol ut,
O il 5 O s B s 25 g5

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 51



Vol. 180: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part I)

AB12109

the Incomparable Lord. May Jenab-i-Aqa Sheikh Ahmad also
become praised and renowned, honored and fortunate in both
worlds, and be gladdened by divine favors.

As for the kindred of the martyrs - may my spirit be a sacrifice
for the martyrs - these souls are the legacy of those noble ones.
It is incumbent upon me and all the loved ones of God to serve
and attend to the kindred of the martyrs. Therefore, convey
to them in whatever manner you know my contentment, sat-
isfaction and servitude. These souls have drunk a bitter cup
in the path of love for the Blessed Beauty, for while the mar-
tyrs joined the Supreme Companion and attained the greatest
gift, it was their kin who endured the afflictions, remaining in
this transient world. In truth, they are martyred every day -
the reproach of enemies, the gloating of peers, injury, cruelty,
hardship and calumny have all gathered for them in the path
of God. This is indeed a most bountiful feast and an endless
table of divine favors, with every kind of blessing prepared
thereon. Constantly inquire after their condition and remain
informed of their circumstances. In Yazd, the Spiritual Assem-
bly is charged with comforting, inquiring after and serving the
kindred of the martyrs. Until now, whatever was necessary has
been sent from various quarters. Now too, quickly inform us
of whatever is needed so we may attend to it.

1 Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Nasru’llah is truly a manifestation of di-
vine victory and imminent triumph, serving with utmost ded-
ication day and night. Convey my longing greetings to him.
When Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah came here, we spent sev-
eral most delightful days together - those days are still unfor-
gotten. Jinab-i-Sa’idu’l-Mulk and Mubassiru’l-Mulk are truly
the cause of solace to hearts and joy to souls.

I beseech God that they may attain eternal felicity and true
divine bounty. Jinab-i-Umidu’l-Atibba, praise be to God,
through divine grace and bounty is a beloved physician and
the cause of spiritual and physical health to every discerning
person. Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-‘Ali Arbab is a manifestation
of the favors of the Lord of Lords and the recipient of the grace
of the Causer of Causes. Of Hakim-Bashi, ask not - whatever
expression of gratitude and appreciation I might make, my
tongue falls short and my pen is powerless. Convey to Aqa
Mirza Yusuf Khan that his honored wife is a handmaiden of
the Divine Threshold and a believing, accepted leaf at the
court of the Blessed Beauty. To Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad
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and Mashhadi Isma’il Ivughli letters were previously written,
especially to Mashhadi Isma’il who was written to repeatedly.
For both I make entreaty and supplication at the Divine
Threshold.

i You mentioned the Ahmadof brothers - the late Haji Ahmad

established a family that will endure forever. From the be-
ginning of the Cause until now, both father and sons have
truly never fallen short in service. Though Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali
is the Milaniy partner, in servitude at the Sacred Threshold
he is my partner and associate. Jinab-i-Mirza Mahdi Khan
is truly a respected person who desires naught but nearness
to the Divine Court. Jinab-i-Aqga Rida is a manifestation of
God’s good-pleasure and dawning-place of submission to di-
vine decree, especially his honored mother who is a cherished
handmaiden of God. Jinab-i-Haji Husayn Haji ‘Ammih - that
family has shown such steadfastness in the Covenant that every
fair-minded person is amazed. In any case, convey my longing
greetings to all the friends in whatever manner you know, com-
fort them, show them kindness, embrace them, kiss them, and
set them ablaze with the fire of the love of God.

There are persons of prominence who occupy exalted positions
whose names it is not permitted to mention either verbally or
in writing. You know them and are aware of them. Convey to
each one of them on my behalf, with the utmost wisdom and
deepest love, that in the midnight hours, in a state of prayer, I
remember them in my supplications and beseech confirmation
and success, that they may be enabled to serve at the Divine
Threshold and be reinforced with everlasting glory in the court
of the peerless Lord. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi, in Tthran

Praise be to Him Who shone forth, arose, and appeared from
the Supreme Horizon, and heralded the rising of the Luminary
of all horizons from the Most Glorious Dayspring, and called
all to awakening from slumber and to bow down and prostrate
before the Promised Beauty in this latter resurrection. He took
a firm covenant from the people of the Bayan that they should
bow their faces, bend their necks, and humble their heads at
the radiance of the light of exposition. There is not a tablet
except that this counsel is explained therein for the people of
understanding, and the covenant was confirmed for the people
of concord, so that when the Light would dawn, necks would
bow before it. Despite this, the people of the Bayan were heed-
less, abandoned clear vision, clung to vain imaginings, denied
the Beauty of the All-Merciful, and were not ashamed before
the Light shining upon all existence. Rather, they wandered
in the wilderness of heedlessness and error, plunged into the
darkness of deafness and blindness, and hastened to dig into
pitch darkness so as not to see the brilliant rays from the Most
Glorious Horizon. Woe unto them for this error! Destruction
unto them for this scourge! Fie upon them for what they have
wrought at the appearance of the Kingdom of Beauty! Soon
they shall see themselves in manifest loss and shall confess that
they were in grievous error.

Greetings and praise be upon the first gem that gleamed and
sparkled in the crown of existence, the first fire that blazed
on the Sinai of witnessing, the first star that shone from the
praised horizon, and the first sea that surged from the winds
of the Kingdom upon the people of prostration. Blessings and
greetings be upon those souls whom the darkness of vain imag-
inings did not veil, nor did the clouds of the people of error
prevent them from beholding the Beauty, and when they heard
the call, they hastened to the center of guidance and said,
“Our Lord! We have heard one calling to faith, and we be-
lieved.” Verily, they are among the companions of the right
hand, turning toward the highest heaven, gazing toward the
manifest horizon, drawing support from a holy soul who was a
mercy to the worlds.

O thou who art attracted to the Most Glorious Beauty! Al-
though no letter has been sent until now, yet the foundation
of love has been established, for we all gaze toward one hori-
zon, draw from one ocean, are connected in all things, and
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are attracted to the Beauty of the Incomparable Lord. Praise
be to God that these hearts are in the utmost attraction and
these souls in the greatest connection. Therefore, in gratitude
for this bounty and gift, you must arise to fulfill the divine
counsels and exhortations, and hold fast to that which is the
cause of the illumination of the human world—namely, divine
love, spiritual attractions, and heavenly gifts. The love of God
is connected to the love of creation, meaning we must become
intimate and close companions with all peoples and nations.
We must be kind to friend and stranger alike, and show love
and faithfulness to both acquaintance and stranger. In this
glorious cycle and age of the Ancient Beauty, praise be to
God, grace is universal and bounty encompasses all. Divine
characteristics and spiritual virtues are not bound by restric-
tions. The divine table of bounty is spread in East and West,
and heavenly grace and bounty have encompassed all regions.
Therefore, the divine friends must become familiar with every
stranger, faithful friends to outsiders, love their enemies, treat
those who show enmity as friends, the oppressor as faithful,
and the bloodthirsty as caring companions. Then it is obvious
how they should conduct themselves with friends.

O handmaid of God! Convey my respectful greetings to thy
mother and say: In the Dispensation of the Qur’an, the faithful
were forbidden from seeking forgiveness for their non-believing
kindred, as is stated: “It is not for those who believe to pray for
the forgiveness of those who disbelieve.” But in this glorious
Dispensation, divine grace and bounty are all-encompassing
and universal. Should any believer supplicate for forgiveness
on behalf of all their friends and relations, whether close or
distant, it shall be accepted at the threshold of the Divine
Unity. Therefore, this servant of the Sacred Threshold, with
utmost supplication and entreaty, beseecheth forgiveness for
the late Aga Rida, and assuredly this supplication and entreaty
shall be accepted at the threshold of the All-Glorious.

Likewise, convey my greetings to the handmaid of God, thy
wife, and say: Know thou the value of these days, that thou
mayest attain eternal grace. May thy two children, Hasan
and Khadijih, find everlasting glory. Give glad tidings to
Aga Muhammad Naraqi and say: Service to the friends is
sovereignty in both worlds, and servitude to the loved ones
is a gift from the All-Merciful.

; My God, my God! The veils of thoughts have covered all eyes,

and vision hath been blinded to the lights. Tongues have fallen
silent from utterance, as a band of evil ones have arisen and a
group of the misguided have attacked, preventing people from
approaching the fountainhead of Tasnim and the living waters,
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from walking the straight path, and from arising to serve the
Manifest Light. They have called themselves the people of the
Bayan, yet they remain veiled from the evident truth. They
have forbidden themselves the cup of clear exposition and have
said: “Where is that which God promised in the Books and
Tablets? How hath the Truth come before error hath become
universal? How have the laws been abrogated before their exe-
cution, when God hath said: ‘Whatever verse We abrogate or
cause to be forgotten, We bring one better than it or its like’?”
Even as the followers of the Qur’an raised an outcry when the
Promised Beauty appeared, saying: “Where is the Antichrist?
Where is the Sufyani from among the misguided? Where is the
quaking of the earth? Where are the hosts of angels? Where
is the Hour’s coming? Where is the trembling of the earth?
Where is the reckoning? Where is the balance? Where is the
bridge? Where is Paradise? Where is the Fire? Where are
the Heights? Where is the banner of praise? Where is the
resurrection? Where is the rising? Where is the gathering in
the Great Assembly?” Thus were they veiled from Thy most
exalted Beauty in the Greatest Resurrection. Then did the
Manifestation of Thy Self proclaim: “All these matters were
fulfilled in the twinkling of an eye when the horizon of being
was illumined by the Praiseworthy Luminary.” Yet the people
of the Bayan perceived not the mystery of clear exposition and
objected as had objected the followers of the Qur’an. Alas for
them in this age when Thy light hath shone forth, Thy Manifes-
tation hath radiated, Thy call hath been raised, the hem of Thy
robe hath been extended, Thy cloud hath rained down, Thy
beauty hath gleamed forth, Thy gardens have been adorned,
Thy pools have overflowed, and the lions of Thy forests have
roared!

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having rent asunder the
veil, removed the covering, and bequeathed the Book to those
who believed in Thee on the Day of the Covenant. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Generous, the All-Bestowing. Verily, Thou
art the King, the Omnipotent, the Most High, the Supporter
of Thy loved ones in both beginning and end.
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Lesson on Adam and Eve and Garden of Eden, as recorded in
Genesis.

To begin, let it be understood that the Prophets or Messengers
of God are holy souls sent by Him to lead us to a knowledge of
God and establish laws and ordinances for the people, which
will tend to their development both spiritually and materially,
in order that they might reach the intended aim; but their
revelation or message has ever been given in accordance with
the limitations or receptivity of the people of their time or age,
for as long as the understanding of men has not reached the
point of maturity the Divine Manifestations give explanations
in illuminated verses expressing their works in a sealed, hidden
and symbolical way.

The story of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden is in reality
an illustration of the development of man, or rather the evolu-
tion of the power of God in mankind, from its conception. By
Adam is really intended the reality of the existence (or essence)
of man, his five ranks or stations in his existence.

First station, that of the body, the solid or mineral condition
which is referred to as Eden. The term “Eden” in the Arabic
language means place of living or residing.

Second station, that of the growing condition of man, which is
the development from the mineral to the vegetable, referred to
as the Garden of Eden. The garden, as you know, is the plane
for plants to grow.

Third station, that of the power of sensation, which condition
is arrived at after leaving or developing from the vegetable to
the animal, in which condition man begins to eat, drink, feel,
etc., which sensations are referred to as the different kinds of
fruits.

Fourth station, that of mentality; in this condition or stage
of development man is enabled to use his reasoning faculties,
which is referred to as the station or tree of good and evil;
in other words, man has, at this time, reached a condition
where it is possible for him to distinguish between good and
evil (human).

Fifth station, that of the Kingdom of Faith in God, which con-
dition depends upon one’s attitude toward the Word of God.

When man reaches the human station he is, at this time, held
accountable for his actions, because he is then capable of com-
prehending the Word of God and making his choice as between
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good and evil. When man has passed through all of the above
mentioned conditions or stations, he will have attained to the
Paradise of Eden.

The Tree of Life spoken of in this account refers to none other
than the Manifestation of God in the human form, through
whom God manifests His life-giving Spirit in the form of words,
and whosoever partakes of the fruits of this Tree shall indeed
attain everlasting life, in accordance with His Command.

The four rivers spoken of refer to the four great powers which
are manifested only in the Manifestations of God, as follows:

River of Communes or Prayers, River of Interpretations, River
of Doctrines and Precepts, River of answering difficult and
scientific questions.

Man has a dual nature - spiritual and material - the inclina-
tion toward good, referred to as the mind (Adam), and the
inclination toward bad, referred to as the soul (Eve). These
two powers are in equilibrium but usually like a balance, either
up or down. The soul or material quality is ever in ambush
to drag the mind or spiritual quality down and when one con-
quers, the other is obviously weakened; for example, mayor
of city about to do some good, knowing what is best, but is
bribed into doing the contrary. The life of the mind depends
upon the soul; if it does not come out (rib out of side), it will
not be manifested. Take for illustration the gas and the light:
the soul can be likened to the gas, the mind to the light. The
light came from the gas, but the power of the light is much
greater than the gas.

The soul is great, for it is the throne of the mind, and the soul,
if pure, is of great assistance to the mind. As God knew the
mind to be the manifestation of Himself, He said: “O Adam,
do not obey the evil suggestions of your soul or you will be
destroyed.” When He said, as recorded, to Moses: “Put thy
shoes off thy feet, for the ground whereon thou standest is
holy ground,” this meant, cast away all lust and soul’s desire.

The mind has the power of Divine inspiration, but the soul,
unless conquered, prevents it from soaring, keeps it back, and
sometimes low. Let the soul be freed from the mind (spirit)
and it will appear as one without clothes, as represented in
the story; when the soul dragged the mind down or allowed
the material to conquer, they discovered themselves as naked
(devoid of the bounty of God).

The serpent spoken of is the Tempter or Satan, whose outward
appearance is attractive and beautiful but inwardly is a poison
to the mind. The fruit of Satan attracted Eve (soul) and she in
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turn deceived Adam (mind), which caused their downfall. At
this time Adam realizes his condition, his station lost by reason
of his having yielded to temptation and begins to make excuses,
which are referred to as the leaves of the tree with which he
attempts to cover his body and seeks forgiveness. Then the
light shines forth, he hears the voice of God: “Adam, where
art thou?” and makes confession: “She (Eve) gave me to eat.”
Again he hears: “For this thou art cursed, and enmity shall
exist between thee and the soul, etc.”

In other words, this struggle between the good and bad, spiri-
tual and material, is ever taking place and it behoves us to be
on guard constantly. Some people will say: “Why cut yourself
from the world when God created it? What is the world for if
not for our benefit and pleasure? Why should we not get all
we can out of it? If what the Prophets say is right, why stay
here?” By cutting ourselves from the world is intended avoid-
ing things that hinder our advance toward God; this world is
but a stepping stone for the world of spirit; besides, if all were
to withdraw, this world would be destroyed.

When in the embryonic world or condition, we do not realize
the necessity of eyes and ears, but when we reach our present
state, we then see the great need of them. Are not deaf or blind
persons subject to our sympathy? And yet their conditions are
but symbols of conditions in the next world.

The spirit of the world is that of avarice, selfishness and envy,
while that of the Kingdom is mercy, unselfishness and love. We
can be likened to children who do not realize the great benefits
of acquiring a good education until it is too late.

When Moses appeared and taught sacrifice for sin, there were
two kinds, one for evil deeds and the Daily Sacrifice (prayer).
He admonished the people to subdue the promptings of Satan,
but they did not understand. He, therefore, ordered them to
pay tithes in order to conquer or hold them, but the Spirit
of Religion disappeared - only the letter remaining. Material
tithes are not accepted - only spiritual ones.

Though one is holy, he needs to pray daily, because all are
continually engulfed in sin.

BSTW#138
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These twelve basic Bahai principles were laid down by
Baha’u’llah over sixty years ago and are to be found in his
published writings of that time.

The oneness of the world of humanity.
Independent investigation of truth.

The foundation of all religions is one.
Religion must be the cause of unity.
Religion must be in accord with science and reason.
Equality between men and women.
Prejudice of all kinds must be forgotten.
Universal peace.

Universal education.

Solution of the economic problem.

A universal language.

An international tribunal.

The Oneness of the World of Humanity

Baha’u’llah addresses himself to the world of man saying, “Ye
are all the leaves of one tree and the fruits of one arbor.” That
is, the world of existence is no other than one tree, and the
nations or peoples are like unto the different branches or limbs
thereof, and human individuals are similar to the fruits and
blossoms thereof...while in all past religious books and epistles,
the world of humanity has been divided into two parts: one
called the “people of the Book,” or the “pure tree,” and the
other, the “evil tree.” One-half of the people of the world were
looked upon as belonging to the faithful, and the other as be-
longing to the irreligious and the infidel; one-half of the people
were consigned to the mercy of the Creator, and the other half
were considered as objects of the wrath of their Maker. But
Baha’u’llah proclaimed the oneness of the world of humanity -
he submerged all mankind in the sea of divine generosity.

Independent Investigation of Truth

No man should follow blindly his ancestors and forefathers.
Nay, each must see with his own eyes, hear with his own ears,
and investigate truth in order that he may find the Truth;
whereas the religion of forefathers and ancestors is based upon
blind imitation - man should investigate the truth.
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The Foundation of All Religions is One

The foundation underlying all the divine precepts is one real-
ity. It must needs be reality, and reality is one, not multiple.
Therefore the foundation of the divine religions is one. But we
can see that certain forms have come in, certain imitations of
forms and ceremonials have crept in. They are heretical, they
are accidental, because they differ; hence they cause differences
among religions. But if we set aside these imitations and seek
the reality of the foundation we shall all agree, because religion
is one and not multiple.

Religion Must be the Cause of Unity Among Mankind

Every religion is the greatest divine effulgence, the cause of
life amongst men, the cause of the honor of humanity, and is
productive of life everlasting amongst humankind. Religion is
not for enmity or hatred. It is not for tyranny or injustice. If
religion be the cause of enmity and rancor, if it should prove
the cause of alienating men, assuredly non-religion would be
better. For religion and the teachings which appertain to it
are a course of treatment. What is the object of any course
of treatment? It is cure and healing. But if the outcome of
a course of treatment should be productive of mere diagnosis
and discussion of symptoms, the abolition of it is evidently
preferable. In this sense, abandoning religion would be a step
toward unity.

Religion Must be in Accord With Science and Reason

Religion must be reasonable; it must agree perfectly with sci-
ence, so that science shall sanction religion and religion sanc-
tion science. The two must be brought together, indissolubly,
in reality. Down to the present day it has been customary
for man to accept a thing because it was called religion, even
though it were not in accord with human reason.

Equality Between Men and Women

This is peculiar to the teachings of Baha'u’llah, for all former
religious systems placed men above women. Daughters and
sons must follow the same form of study and the same educa-
tion. Having one course of education promotes unity among
mankind.

Abandonment of All Prejudices

It is established that all the prophets of God have come to
unite the children of men and not to disperse them, and to
put in action the law of love and not enmity. Consequently we
must throw aside all these prejudices - the racial prejudice, the
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patriotic prejudice, the religious and political prejudices. We
must become the cause of unity of the human race.

Universal Peace

All men and nations shall make peace. There shall be universal
peace amongst governments, universal peace amongst religions,
universal peace amongst races, universal peace amongst the
denizens of all religions. Today in the world of humanity the
most important matter is the question of universal peace. The
realization of this principle is the crying need of the time.

Universal Education

All mankind should partake of both knowledge and education,
and this partaking of knowledge and of education is one of the
necessities of religion. The education of each child is obligatory.
If there are no parents, the community must look after the
child.

Solution of the Economic Question

No religious books of the past prophets speak of the economic
question, while this problem has been thoroughly solved in the
teachings of Baha'ullah... Certain regulations are revealed
which insure the welfare and well being of all humanity. Just
as the rich man enjoys his rest and his pleasures surrounded by
luxuries, the poor man must likewise have a home, be provided
with sustenance, and not be in want... Until this is effected
happiness is impossible. All are equal in the estimation of
God; their rights are one and there is no distinction for any
soul; all are protected beneath the justice of God.

A Universal Language

A universal language shall be adopted which shall be taught
by all the schools and academies of the world. A committee
appointed by national bodies shall select a suitable language to
be used as a means of international communication, and that
language shall be taught in all the schools of the world in order
that everyone shall need but two languages, his national tongue
and the universal language. All will acquire the international
language.

An International Tribunal

A universal tribunal under the power of God, under the protec-
tion of all men, shall be established. Each one must obey the
decisions of this tribunal, in order to arrange the difficulties of
every nation.

About fifty years ago Baha’'u’llah commanded the people to
establish universal peace and summoned all the nations to the
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“divine banquet of international arbitration” so that the ques-
tions of boundaries, of national honor and property and of vital
interests between nations might be decided by an arbitral court
of justice.

Remember, these precepts were given more than half a century
ago. At that moment no one spoke of universal peace, nor of
any of these principles; but Baha’u’llah proclaimed them to all
the sovereigns of the world... They are the spirit of this age,
the light of this age; they are the well being of this age.

SW__v114#01 p.004-005, SW__ v12#01 p.012-013

AB06137

To: Aqa Mirza Ahmad

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your recent letter was re-
ceived and its detailed contents were noted. The summary of
the events concerning the Assembly in Tehran is as follows:

This Assembly was established by the malicious divines who
at every moment issued death warrants against the oppressed.
This constitutional movement in Tehran did not spring from
benevolent sentiments nor was it founded on pure intentions.
A group of divines, seeking to increase their influence and es-
tablish complete dominion over the government and people,
used constitutionalism as a pretext. These were the same indi-
viduals who would cry out from their pulpits claiming that the
Baha’is were enemies of the state. Divine Will decreed that the
reformer be distinguished from the corrupt. Thus, this matter
of constitutionalism made clear to His Imperial Majesty who
was the reformer and who was the corrupter. The Assembly
transgressed all bounds and rose up in tyranny and oppression
to such a degree that it became evident to all citizens that their
aim was to demolish the foundation of monarchy and utterly
uproot the throne of sovereignty. Details are given in a letter
from Tehran which is enclosed herewith. Upon reading it, you
will learn of their aims and transgressions.

sasl Ol b gl da) Ve BT Ol
WLCW‘M&MJJ'\:‘”JJ&;’\
e Ol g 53 el taly rad 45§
G|

S ps A 8 g sl |y 2
5 Nl W% Wl Oleghe O
O Lo Qb 53 Leby e 2T~
dlo Co 4 ar s sbls e Oluls]
b cha}fiw NUSAR g;lﬁ} C,J}JJ;@B
§ Sisy gt Ol Ue o 5 ausle il
o3 0Ll & 2o Wiaim 00 e
shae 8 3L Gl 0T 4l fely) iy
Gy e e )13 555 3l2 daide
S a5 syta s 1y @b d & pamlel
O e 5 S dede 5 CeiS e
Sllel 5 [y dioyt e 51 5l e
J.:AJW) f‘}dﬁi\j‘J{mt’j
jdgjmdu\ir-\hw‘jb.\'s
3 35S s Jead ;,,.A“)\.\D_bjﬂé
CEG O spiae dlyl WS OlLeb
R

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 63

1

2


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_11/Issue_1
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_12/Issue_1

Vol. 180: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part I)

AB06137

Finally, they threw a bomb at His Imperial Majesty, and some
of the perpetrators of this crime were associated with the As-
sembly. When the government demanded these criminals from
the Assembly, they rose in resistance, killed several soldiers,
and then arranged a gathering to depose His Majesty, place
the Crown Prince on the throne, and make Zillu’s-Sultan the
administrator and regent of royal affairs, with all matters to
be delegated to His Excellency Zillu’s-Sultan. His Imperial
Majesty observed that they first threw the bomb, then killed
the Cossacks, opened fire, and rose to depose His Majesty.
Faced with such audacity, he was compelled to dissolve that
Assembly, though he did not abolish constitutionalism, and
now they are engaged in electing a national assembly so that
all constitutional laws and regulations may revolve around the
axis of justice.

When these divines entered Tehran with pomp and circum-
stance, majesty and grandeur, accompanied by the Grand
Viziers with drums and fanfare, and celebrated for three days
and nights with illuminations, this oppressed party wrote
to me from Tehran saying that until now, despite these
tyrannical divines being so disgraced, they still daily stained
their claws and teeth with the blood of these innocent ones;
now it was obvious what they would do. In any case, when the
cries and lamentations of the friends reached to high heaven,
this wanderer wrote a detailed letter in response saying: “Do
not be deceived by this temporal glory, for the glory of these
people is like a summer cloud and like a mirage. Soon it will
be transformed and this clamor will turn to wailing. These
divines saw the stable but not the end. Soon they will be
scattered and regretful, and will be caught in manifest loss.”

In brief, what was written in that letter was recorded in another
letter to Barfurush, and a copy of that brief message is being
sent. I wrote to the friends that you are absolutely forbidden,
by the decisive text of the Blessed Beauty, from involving your-
selves in political affairs. Never associate with any assemblies
nor accept membership in parliament. Do not even breathe a
word about such matters in any way. Be quiet and silent, and
obedient and submissive to every government. Be averse to
sedition and corruption, and stay clear of all parties. At that
time, some of the weak ones objected, saying that the basis of
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this general ferment is to achieve justice and remove harm - so
why should this be considered blameworthy and reprehensible?
Finally, I wrote with my own pen that this movement of the
masses is that movement which was explicitly mentioned in
the Text of the Book forty years ago, addressing Tehran. That
Tablet was translated into all Eastern and Western languages,
was published thirty years ago, and was spread throughout all
regions. Refer to it and the truth of the matter will become
clear. Therefore, whoever wishes good for the human world
must stay clear of this gathering and avoid sedition and cor-
ruption. And if anyone opposes this, they will be overtaken by
great remorse. Some of the foolish ones mocked, but now they
say “alas for us!”

In any case, it is not permissible for us to engage in such dis-
cussions, but out of love for you I was compelled to write about
this matter. Our way and path is clear and known, and is ex-
plicitly recorded in the Tablets. We have no part in political
affairs or any matter related to the physical world. Our focus
is the moral world, so that human realities may become united
and agreed, manifesting divine inspirations. Praise be to God,
we have made peace with all nations and parties of the world.
We have no animosity with any party; rather, we seek fellow-
ship with all and strive with utmost kindness to do good to all,
even enemies. These are our decisive obligations, necessary
and essential for us, and according to conclusive texts we must
strive and arise, forget our comfort of body and soul, sacrifice
our wealth and possessions, and offer ourselves as ransom and
sacrifice, so that we may uproot the foundation of conflict and
battle and raise the pavilion of the unity of the human world.
We must guide and direct all tribes, peoples, governments and
nations - indeed, compel them - toward peace, reconciliation,
truthfulness, friendship and devotion to truth. Therefore, it
is never permissible for the friends to interfere in the conflicts
between parties in Iran or take sides. If possible, they should
eliminate this strife and conflict; otherwise, they should stand
apart. When the divine friends acted according to these teach-
ings, they remained protected and preserved from all calamities
and difficulties. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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in Haifa

Khalil Pasha, the Governor of Beirut, sent ‘Abdu’r-Rahman
al-Hut to ‘Akka as his deputy, that he might institute an in-
quiry concerning Me. When they summoned Me, the friends
purposed to accompany Me to the seat of government and to
the Seraglio. I did not approve, and said: “What benefit can
there be in your coming? Inevitably they will do whatsoever
they desire. It is better that I should go alone.”

When I reached the presence of the governor, he showed Me an
official telegram addressed to “ ‘Abbas,” without titles or hon-
orifics, and said: “We have received information that two Eu-
ropeans have sent you certain harmful political papers. Where
are they, and where are the papers?”

I replied: “No European has come to Me, nor are there any
harmful papers in My possession.”

He said: “We must obtain those papers, and we will have them.”

I said: “My answer is the same as that which I have given you:
there are no harmful papers in My possession, and this is the
end of the matter. Yet, if you so desire, give Me a sheet of
paper, that I may write for you whatever your heart desireth,
even though it be a confession against Myself, acknowledging
that T am guilty; I will record it, sign it, and place it in your
hands.”

He said: “We have witnesses who will testify that those very
papers of which we speak are in your possession.”

I said unto them: “There is no need of witnesses. Ye are free
to do whatsoever ye desire. But know of a certainty that God
hath not created for Me abasement and humiliation, nor can
any one render Me abased. This telegram, moreover, deserveth
from Me the utmost gratitude; for those who sent it have placed
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Me in the rank of those in whose ocean I long to be but a single
drop. They have addressed Me as ‘Abbas,” without mention
of the title ‘Effendi,” even as the Prophets are addressed as
Muhammad, Jesus, and Moses. No one saith Muhammad Ef-
fendi, Jesus Bey, or Moses Pasha. Know ye, moreover, that the
most delectable of all things in My sight is that they should
imprison Me or hang Me upon the gallows, for then I should
become like My Master, the Bab, and from the height of the
gibbet I should deliver an address like unto His.”

Thus the governor, his officials, and the deputy of the Governor
of Beirut, ‘Abdu’r-Rahman al-Hut, who had imagined that by
their threats I would offer them a bribe or gratuity, when they
heard My reply—that the dearest of all things to Me was to
be crucified—became as cold as though water had been poured
upon fire.

Thereafter, when the Commission of Investigation came to
‘Akka and requested an interview with Me, I refused. Although
Hikmat Bey came and entreated Me, and even, with craft and
deceit, wept and said, “Grant us the honour of beholding Thee,
if only for a brief while,” I replied: “These men have come solely
for investigation, and it is best that I should in no wise meet
them face to face.”

They submitted a memorandum concerning Me, and I, too,
wrote a memorandum and sent it, through Shaykh Badru’d-
Din, to Sultan ‘Abdu’l-Hamid. In it I stated that the inspectors
had come to ‘Akka, that I had not met with them, and that I
was grateful and thankful to them; for I had heard that they
had sent a memorandum to the Sublime Porte and had raised
many complaints, the chief of which were four.

First, that I had broken the authority of the government, and
that My command was obeyed. Second, that I had built a
strong fortress. Third, that I had raised the banner of “Ya
Bahauw’l-Abha” through Mirza Dhikru’llah, and that for two
years it had been waving above the heads of the tribes. Fourth,
that two-thirds of ‘Akka, its properties and lands, had become
Mine.

The reason for My gratitude and thanks to that honoured Com-
mission is this: in their first complaint they made Me deserving
of every praise, eulogy, and honour, and attributed to Me a
mighty miracle. For how could it be possible for a lone, lowly,
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helpless captive and stranger to acquire such power as to break
the influence of a mighty state and establish a new government?
Whoso accomplisheth such a deed must be congratulated, and
it should be said unto him: “Well done! God bless thee!”

Again, I thanked them for the second complaint, for it indi-
cated My strength and power—nay, it was a great miracle.
For I am a prisoner, and yet, in the very condition of impris-
onment, I have been able to build a strong fortress wherein I
might withstand great ships of war. Any prisoner from whom
such power should appear must be told: “Excellent! God bless
thee!”

As to the third complaint: how strange! Was the Govern-
ment, with all its spies—whose number is as the sands—asleep
throughout these two years? Or did a heavenly angel blind
their eyes, so that they were heedless and failed to see that
manifest banner waving over the heads of the tribes?

As to the fourth complaint: I am prepared to sell all My prop-
erties for only one thousand liras.

When I had sent this memorandum, I then instructed all the
friends to consult together. They said that it would be best
for Me to board an Italian ship and travel to Europe. That
ship waited three days in the harbour of ‘Akka. But I did not
accept their counsel. Rather, I sent seventy of them to Egypt
and provided them with their expenses.

As for the inspectors, they telegraphed the Sultan and set out
for Istanbul. At the very time that they were travelling by
sea, while the Sultan was at the door of the mosque speaking
with the Shaykhu’l-Islam, a bomb, aimed at the Sultan’s car-
riage, exploded; two hundred persons perished, and the Sultan
fainted.

And when ‘Arif Bey, the head of the Commission of Investi-
gation, was crossing the bridge in Istanbul, the police ordered
him three times to halt. But, because of his pride and arro-
gance, he paid no heed and did not stop; whereupon the police
shot him with a bullet and killed him.

As for the second inspector, Adham Bey: in Egypt, because of
poverty and need, he turned to the friends, and I sent him one

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Kl de Als Cad ohe GlE) e
el 2 4‘)§° S
W\)dessﬁ{ o$ (pe
Al Wb o)l Cn Sm Ailgz g 345 r.a\)e
5 Kok Al das ol (sl i Sas
i Sy b

Vs § 5o s K (6l > ks
S GBI & 5l 18y (s
;L;_j,o)-b"dlo‘;gc):}(«xs'-ydte@\
Srlies hlag ol js § K canls
o8 i § Uit p s g5l sl s
So Ay Shaet gl b a5l ) 5 (o
ois

bl *a2 b s U Lg ('}: IR
,;Q»@\):@\&J.\zbouﬂéf
\j\.ﬁg,\i; dLe‘—\ sai p b Koy Ol Jl
S\)w;;aﬁx;}’u&fa}’);

N e go alde )

Dol gt Gy sz o poler K2 L
rj.bla‘]d.boj_}j)\k
;\T;\G.e:ogi-\'r;b} I 2y O O s
&T Jj\ .LZK 9 (‘:\3 gD CJ‘)}L.C. b
}-LLCJAML?})L onr)\}w éUU:.,\‘_;:{
)«\;LA}MKC)%JD)})ML;«:{O‘
V‘ﬂ;uﬁ&bﬁjk‘)tr‘u)wuﬁ
o3ls Ll ol 5 polan s gy

Gl s %35 olabey Il cptiae Ul
L;')b B d{ CK.JB QLA”J -\lfb) drﬂm\
¢WY\@JL.\MJJJQMJJ.:9”

it Olabe &g dad K250 ;,(.Ag&

Olale 5 Wiy SN 85 s 5 A&

sfu:&

J= ”’C«Mw)&v.i’)biﬁﬁ;
Caﬁﬂwﬁfjfgd*'ﬁJJ‘J OEIRN
J)b)\dj}{l{ﬂ}:‘ :LA)),.\&S
A

u@a—j‘j\aﬁ)a&:r&.\\rjaﬁu\}
Sp e s S g sl el B

68

13

14

16

17



Vol. 180: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part I)

AB00214

thousand gold piastres. Later, however, he went to Alexandria,
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and thereafter it was no longer known what became of him. LS 4 § 2% ¢ hes i NG
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To: Mulla Abdu’l-Ghani Ardakani, in Yazd

O thou whom God hath made steadfast in the Covenant when
the Sun of the horizons was veiled by the clouds of absence!
O son of my love! Thou hast chanted verses of gratitude to
thy Lord, for He hath called thee, guided thee, made firm thy
footsteps, tested thee, graciously aided thee, sheltered thee,
and healed thee. How excellent is the grateful servant for the
praiseworthy bounty, eagerly drawn to the niche of light in
this glorious age and blessed century, who hath attained the
promised support and arrived at the anticipated rose garden.
By the life of God! He is among those whom God hath blessed
with witnessing the Promised Day.

O thou man of wisdom! I beseech my Lord to strengthen thee
with a new host, mighty in power, from His new Kingdom,
that thou mayest guide the wayward, direct the yearning ones
to the Kingdom of Beauty, warn the heedless of the might of
Glory, rescue those immersed in the depths of desire, deliver
those wandering in the wilderness of error, give drink to the
thirsty from the waters of heaven, feed the hungry from the
heavenly table and bounties, and heal the chronically ill of their
ailments. Verily thy Lord will cause thee to enter the gardens
of mercy and give thee to drink from the pools of compassion
in the groves of blessing. He, verily, is the All-Merciful, the
Compassionate.

3 O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that

thou hast found what was promised and the tidings have been
fulfilled. This indeed is the manifest proof. The vainglorious
have fallen into evident loss. Soon thou shalt witness even
greater than this, and God shall make them an example to all
Abasement and wretchedness have been stamped
upon them, and they have incurred the wrath of God.

observers.

O kind friend! Some letters arrived but there was no opportu-
nity to write. Surely thou wilt excuse this, for heart and soul
are deeply attached, beyond all doubt and imagination. God
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is witness to this. Thou hadst asked about general innovations.
Innovations are ordinances that have no scriptural basis and
are not confirmed by the Universal House of Justice. As for
the holy sites, they deserve veneration and honor, for they are
associated with an illustrious person, and this veneration and
honor pertains to the pure spirit, not the earthly body. This
place was once the dwelling of the Beloved, where that pure
soul resided; therefore, the lovers use the dust of that threshold
as eye salve. Yet the attachment is not to the dust but to the
effulgence of the Sun.

As for seeking aid, protection, preservation and safeguarding -
this is not permissible except towards the Blessed Beauty. If
it be otherwise, it would end in the worship of dust.

i As for earning and acquiring that which is forbidden - this

surely leads to deprivation, for considering the forbidden thing
as acceptable affects the heart. Without doubt, heedlessness
will result, and if the perpetrator does not repent, it will lead
to destruction.

As for thy question about illegitimate children - they bear no
guilt. The guilt lies with the perpetrator, who is deprived of
the grace of the Bestower.

Good deeds and charitable works indeed serve to diminish the
evil deeds and increase the good deeds of the departed, for
souls benefit from such charity, and it is like unto supplica-
tion for forgiveness. Since the fruits of forgiveness are assured,
good deeds and charitable works are most excellent and great.
The meaning of the blessed verse “Why hast Thou raised me
up blind, whereas I was possessed of sight?” is that all souls
are created according to their original nature—“No defect canst
thou see in the creation of the God of Mercy”—and “Every child
is born according to the natural state, and it is his parents who
make him a Jew, or a Christian or a Magian.” This tradition is
a clear proof of the purity of human nature at the beginning of
creation. However, due to the commission of that which is for-
bidden and immersion in the seas of endless sins, the original
capacity and essential receptivity disappear, and sight is trans-
formed into blindness, thus fulfilling “Why hast Thou raised
me up blind, whereas I was possessed of sight?”

For example, it is the original capacity of all humans to benefit
from honey and be harmed by poison. None is exempt from
this receptivity and capacity. Yet some gradually consume
poison, little by little becoming habituated to it, until they
reach a state where pure honey no longer benefits them and
deadly poison becomes the source of life. For those who are
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addicted to toxins consider opium the greatest antidote, and
should they not consume it, they would perish—whereas in their
original capacity opium was deadly and honey life-giving. This
was their innate receptivity and natural capacity. Now through
the commission of crimes, that innate receptivity and natural
capacity has been so transformed into a new receptivity and
capacity that beneficial honey has become harmful and deadly
poison beneficial.

O servant of God! During the time of turmoil, you and your
honorable brother-in-law, Aqa Husayn, brothers in purity, were
sorely tried until you came before Rustam, that is, the divine
champion. That respected person and his honored wife truly
rendered service and satisfied me. This servant will supplicate
and implore at the Threshold of the One, seeking forgiveness on

behalf of the honored Lari, beseeching pardon and forgiveness.

I hope that the ocean of forgiveness will surge forth and wash
away the stains of disobedience. Convey respectful greetings to
God’s dear handmaiden, the honored wife, and to the daughter
Zahra, as well as to the daughter Qamar and the noble son
‘Abdu’l-Khaliq, and to the dear brother-in-law Haji Sha’ban,
and to Aqa Husayn, the son-in-law, brothers in purity. Show
them utmost kindness. This servant beseeches forgiveness from
the Lord God for the eldest sister who has passed away, and
at the time of prayer I will supplicate and implore, seeking the
greatest gift and the attainment of supreme forgiveness, entry
into the paradise of contentment, and the attainment of the
gift of the Divine Presence. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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To: Muhammad Ali Qaini

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God and
hast migrated from God unto God! May God assist me and
thee to quaff from the cup of sacrifice in the path of God. Thy
letter, adorned with wondrous mention of God, arrived and we
were moved and gladdened by the sweet fragrances of the love
of God. Though it is said that handwriting is half of meet-
ing, in truth, through reading thy letter a complete meeting
was achieved. Blessed art thou for having turned toward the
realms of God and called out His Name among His creatures
and summoned His creation to the Most Great Ocean which
surgeth within its essence and casteth upon the shores of exis-
tence pearls whose lights have illumined the worlds. Blessed is
the earth whereon thou hast walked in the path of God, and
blessed is the air thou hast breathed in the love of God. Glad
tidings unto thee for that which thy Lord, the Mighty, the
Guardian, the Self-Subsisting, hath ordained for thee.

The infinite favors of the King of Oneness towards the sincere
ones, though not apparent to the heedless, shall ere long shine
forth like brilliant suns at the zenith of contingent being, with-
out any veil or concealment. Assuredly at that predetermined
hour, the negligent souls shall become regretful, remorseful
and deprived. How great is the heedlessness that in this most
mighty Day of God, when the very atoms of existence are danc-
ing and trembling with joy and ecstasy at the prospect of His
presence, human temples that should be the dawning-places
of divine verses remain lifeless and frozen. In this spiritual
springtime and divine season, when trees, mountains, hills and
even stones have become verdant and joyous, if a tree remains
deprived of this greatest bounty and, like the hollow trunks of
palm trees, stands useless and idle in the corner of negligence
and frigidity, in what season then shall it become verdant and
adorned with blossoms and flowers?

O yearning ones! If you are not enkindled by this divine fire
that has been ignited, by what means will you dispel the cold
of contingent being and the frigid conditions of human limita-
tions? And if you are not illumined by this divine lamp that
glows in the glass of the All-Merciful, by what light shall you
be guided? And if you return thirsty from the shore of the
Ocean of oceans of Truth, from what spring shall you attain
eternal life?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ﬂ\yﬁhjﬁd\'&:;)bop&a:i\wlil
o) e SO @ g, Al
gl eiae *ys ) e G STl K
Fe il iz G Al 3l )l A 53
e DB o B 228y
SbYNe (i Ll OE 213 ) S,
st Sl 28 Jole aabl
Sy d g p el by Al s d
583 Gk el eV ) ) s
Y AW e sl e bl e B
3 e cate (Y gk oW sl
Lo Al 2 (3 aaiicul clh (35b 5 il Joe
Creedd) A s uﬁ-’):\;ff&dﬁ‘.

=
a2 5 s Codel Ollabe ol ol
Sy 6 ayte W xe pls S
QKA‘ b s el ot D e
el 28 aalg alh Ole i Oyopp
r:b) Olesdt e J}zi.ip;’s'-@»d\)s
S@\Qu'p),\s%.mmf T
PO Y ohel ey 0 55 0L
Sla wlzsl 5 Laby 5o Wdy 5 3535
558 355 ailey Ol dles 4l § 4L
§ A o 0 Sl le O U5 deme
3 e DBV G I, Jls s
ool Jm o 5 o 51 aesS o x
Pagly 5o asls (2O O b a2
%)Ji.} s.:f Jl;""‘) M;Lé\) NEY
VPSP K EPEtgrr e
Jezto Uy oy )b ol 51§ OBt o)
Ow‘é)ﬁ\d}‘«:)&&\a.ﬁjju\j.}ﬁ
s b $1 s e 2 ) o
sas 3 L wley tizley 53 8 4l
S5 4 W ast et 5 s Sl
G ol 2 Jele 3 515 ap s

72



Vol. 180: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part I)

AB00213

Warble divine melodies upon the branches of reality in this
eternal garden, and through the mention of God bestow spiri-
tual life and vitality upon this dead world. Like the branches
of the tree of existence, be in constant motion. Today is the
day of effervescence; surge like the sea. This is the time of
“Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord”; strive with heart and
soul. Wither not from trials and tribulations in the path of
God, and be not tainted by physical comfort and repose. If
the artery of the love of God pulsates in the heart, all tribu-
lations in His path become sweeter than honey to the taste,
more pleasant than life itself.

These numbered days shall soon end, and both comfort and
hardship, ease and difficulty, shall pass away. Neither the
crown and diadem of rulers shall endure, nor the privation
and hardship of the destitute. How blessed, then, are the souls
who have shone like the sun with the light of the love of God in
the dawning-place of creation, and who in this transient world
have arisen to accomplish that which has led them to everlast-
ing life. The radiant traces of their services in exalting the
Word of God shine like the luminous morn at the daybreak of
possibility, and the mention of their enkindlement in the love
of God is renowned and present throughout all regions, “and
grant me a goodly mention among posterity.”

It is evident that the nobler the aim and the higher the as-
piration, the more difficult the path to its attainment. “Did
ye think that ye would enter Paradise while yet there had not
come unto you the like of what came to those who passed away
before you? Affliction and adversity befell them.” Likewise He
says: “Ye will not attain it save with great difficulty.” Further-
more, by Him besides Whom there is no God, tribulations and
trials in the path of the Beloved of the horizons are the delight
of those who drink the cup of bounty from the hand of the
Cup-bearer of Oneness. The Bab—may the life of the worlds be
sacrificed for Him—declares: “O my God! Were it not for trials
and tribulations in Thy path, life and existence would hold no
sweetness for me.” One must reflect a little on how beloved and
precious in the sight of God are hardships, pains, tribulations
and difficulties in His path, that the Ancient Beauty accepted
the most great tribulation for His own blessed Self and chose
it from all existence.
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O you who have chosen naught but the arrows and spears that
fall successively in the path of the love of God, take heed, O
you who are endowed with insight! O God! I beseech Thee by
the sanctity of the blood which was shed in Thy path, and the
hearts which were pierced by the arrows of oppression in Thy
love, and the breasts which became targets for darts through
their passion for Thy Beauty, to assist Thy sincere servants to
be set ablaze with the fire of Thy attraction, and aid Thy loved
ones to exalt Thy Word amongst Thy creatures, and cause
them to forget their transient affairs which prevent them from
arising to perform that which befitteth their relationship with
Thee. O my Lord! Make their feet firm in Thy Cause, whereon
none can stand save those whose feet Thou hast, through Thy
grace and bounty, made as firm as iron, and make them stead-
fast in Thy remembrance through the power of Thy oneness.
Verily, Thou hast power over all things.

We remember all the loved ones of God, His chosen ones, and
those who are ready to be enkindled by the lamp of God’s guid-
ance, with the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious remembrance.
Aga Ghulam-Husayn is, praise be to God, resting under the
shadow of truth and dwelling in Nazareth. The holy and
blessed Tablets which were requested for certain souls have
been sent. For reasons of wisdom, their names were not in-
scribed at the head of the Tablets. Therefore, choose each one
of them for whom God has inspired in your heart. And glory
be upon you and upon the sincere loved ones of God.
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Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I turn my face toward Thee
with eyes fixed upon the Kingdom of Thy mercy, with a heart
throbbing with the love of Thy unique Countenance, with a
spirit gladdened by the holy fragrances of Thy sanctity, and
with eyes anticipating the glad-tidings of Thy pardon and for-
giveness. O Lord! I am sick; heal me through Thy bounty and
generosity. I am afflicted; cure me of every ailment through
Thy grace and loving-kindness.

O Lord! My grief has intensified and I am immersed in an
ocean of sorrow upon hearing the bearer of ill tidings announce
the ascension of Thy pure and holy handmaiden, the radiant
leaf and brilliant sign of Thy love. She was returning from
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circumambulating the blessed and fragrant Holy Shrine, bear-
ing the hardships of the journey and the weariness of the path,
frail in body, weak in frame, thin in limb, with internal anguish,
tears flowing, her heart aflame with the fire of Thy love. She
traversed seas and mountains, valleys and hills, ever mindful of
Thy remembrance, drawn to Thee, yearning for the meadows
of Thy Kingdom, longing to attain Thy presence, desiring to
behold Thy beauty, thirsting to drink from the flowing stream
and to ascend to the heaven of nearness unto Thee.

Thou didst hear her call and answer her prayer, facilitating
her desire and graciously granting her wish, raising her unto
Thyself in a city named for Thy love and built upon Thy affec-
tion, where the call of Thy loved ones is raised, where the fire
of Thy love blazes, where throngs of Thy chosen ones gather.
They arose to serve her, honored her resting place, attended to
her memorial, and walked in her funeral procession with hearts
filled with anguish, eyes overflowing with tears, and souls over-
whelmed by the severity of this calamity, until they laid her
in her grave and the radiance of her countenance and the light
of her face was hidden from sight. O Lord! Perfume her grave
with the outpourings of Thy gift which Thou hast bestowed
upon her.

O Lord! She was the companion of Thy servant who submit-
ted to Thy sovereignty, acknowledged Thy proof, was drawn
to Thy beauty, and was illumined by Thy lights when the star
of guidance dawned from Thy most exalted horizon. He arose
to serve Thy Cause, endured every calamity in Thy path, em-
braced tribulation, and suffered the severest punishment and
torment from those who were heedless of Thy remembrance.
Then he entered the gate of Thy forgiveness, found solace in
the beauty of Thy holiness, and endured every affliction in
the impregnable fortress, falling under the claws of ravening
wolves and the teeth of losing dogs, until Thou didst deliver
him through Thy grace and bounty and free him from the
chains of the malevolent ones and the fetters of the hostile and
aggressive band.

He arose to diffuse Thy sweet fragrances in every time and
place, to establish Thy proof for all humanity, to spread Thy
writings, explain Thy mysteries, elucidate Thy commandments,
expound matters, interpret allegories, explain manifest verses,
and remove doubts through what Thou didst inspire him with
in the interpretation of words and honor him with abundant
gifts. Then Thou didst ordain for him, through Thy grace and
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bounty, repeated imprisonments, chains, and the vicissitudes
of treacherous time. Yet he continued to welcome bonds and
fetters, longing for tribulation in Thy love and drinking from
the cup of suffering in Thy path, while rapacious beasts were
on his right, predatory birds on his left, and the armies of
oppression behind him, as he called people to Thy straight path
and upright way, never ceasing in Thy remembrance, never
weakening in exalting Thy Word, never silent in presenting Thy
proof, until he was honored to behold Thy lights in Iraq, and
achieve the bounty of kissing the threshold of Thy holiness in
all regions, and the rain clouds of Thy generosity poured upon
him, and the seas of Thy favors surged over him, and he was
immersed in the depths of Thy oneness.

Then Thou didst cause him to return to his land that he might

guide the servants and call them to the path of righteousness.

He exerted mighty efforts to guide the people of that distant
land, revived the emblems of Thy remembrance, and strove to
spread the radiance of Thy light. He plunged into the depths of
tribulation in Thy path and fell into every bottomless pit out of
his love for trials in Thy cause, until his bones grew feeble, his

body wasted away, his strength failed, and his limbs trembled.

Despite this, he endeavored to enter the Most Great Prison and
appear at the gate of Thy most noble house. Thy loved ones
rejoiced at meeting him and seized the opportunity to see him
with great gladness. The ocean of Thy greatest gifts surged
over him, and he was honored to attain Thy presence and
hearken unto Thee. He received countless favors, and the cup
of his heart overflowed with the wine of bounty, and his eyes
streamed with tears of joy in the presence of meeting Thee. He

thanked Thee for this magnificent grace and evident generosity.

Thou didst command him to return to those regions and places
where Thy mention had spread and Thy call had been raised,
that he might give drink to the thirsty from the fountain of
life and feed the hungry from the heavenly tables. He returned
with a radiant face, a luminous brow, with gladdened eyes and
a spirit rejoicing in Thy overflowing favors surrounding him
from all directions. Despite his frail body, he traversed the
path and established proof of the outpouring of Thy mighty
ocean and the shining of Thy manifest light, explaining Thy
verses among all peoples and setting forth Thy clear evidences
for the seekers, until he sacrificed his soul in Thy path and
ascended unto Thee and arrived in Thy presence. Thou didst
honor his dwelling place, fulfill his hopes, adorn his abode, and
designate him as a martyr in this new cycle, ordaining for him
the reward of one who shed his blood in Thy path and whose
spirit overflowed in Thy love.
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O Lord! This is Thy handmaiden who was his companion and
shared with him in every tribulation, and accompanied him in
the supreme calamities and afflictions which none could bear
save a soul detached, attracted, and enkindled with the fire of
Thy love among the loved ones. O Lord! Exalt her station,
grant her desire, fulfill her hopes, and cause her to enter Thy
most glorious paradise in the shade of the tree of companion-
ship near Thy greatest mercy. Honor her with attaining Thy
presence and immerse her in the ocean of generosity until she
takes pride in Thy countless gifts. Verily Thou art the Gen-
erous, verily Thou art the Merciful, and verily Thou art the
Forgiving, the Pardoning, the Compassionate, the Gracious,
the Ancient of Days.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O Thou Who heareth my wailing and lamentation, my weeping
and yearning before Thee in the watches of the night and in
my mornings, at dawn and daybreak, at noontide, afternoon,
sunset and eventide, while I humble myself at the gate of Thy
oneness and the court of Thy mercy, and lower my wings be-
fore them who have believed in Thee and Thy verses, who have
stood firm in Thy Cause, who have held fast to Thy religion,
who have clung to the hem of the robe of Thy oneness, who
have turned their faces unto Thee in sincerity, who have for-
saken their desires, who have sanctified themselves from all
doubts in Thy Covenant and Testament, and who have de-
tached themselves from all suspicion and misgiving in Thy
manifest path and Thy gracious Law!

My Lord, my Lord! Thou seest me and the severity of my
trials and the onslaught of the adversaries upon my sanctuary
from my right and my left, from my south and my north, from
all other religions and the rebellious among the people of the
Bayan. O Lord! T am alone, do Thou assist me; I am abased,
do Thou exalt me; I am lowly, do Thou protect me; I am poor,
do Thou enrich me; I am weak, do Thou strengthen me; I am
thirsty, do Thou give me to drink; I am sick, do Thou heal
me. Have mercy upon me, O my God! Deliver me from these
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afflictions and save me from these calamities and rescue me
from this abyss through Thy mercy, and cause me to return
unto Thee, and raise me to the court of Thy might, and shelter
me beneath Thy shadow in the worlds which the oppressors
among Thy creation and the rebellious among Thy creatures
have neglected.

O Lord! The horizons have been straitened for me, and the
doors of hope have been shut before me, and ease hath been
changed to hardship, and every facility hath become difficult,
and every grief and sorrow hath appeared. O Lord! O Lord!
I beseech Thee by the eternity of Thy Being and the might
of Thy Self-Subsistence not to leave me, O my God, in this
state which would move even the hard rock to compassion.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Powerful, the
Compassionate, the Bountiful, the All-Merciful.

My God, my God! This is a branch from the branches of the
Tree of Thy Lordship and a sign from the signs of Thy domin-
ion and oneness. Protect him from the arrows of doubts and
the suspicions of them who make allusions, and cause him to
enter into Thy mighty stronghold and Thy firm and impreg-
nable fortress. Shield him through Thy conquering power and
Thy resplendent might, and make him a mighty bulwark to
withstand the descending floods and a strong barrier against
the onslaught of the ravaging armies that violate the sanctity
of Thy honor among mankind and that are armed with the
most powerful weapons. O Lord! Make our feet firm in the
Covenant and preserve us from discord and make us hold fast
to Thy Most Great Handle and detached from all else save
Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of the hereafter and of this
world! Verily Thou art the Hearer of Prayer.

The honored Afnan, Mirza Buzurg, and the honored Afnan,
Aqga Mirza Habib, were granted permission to enter and, hav-
ing arrived, perfumed their nostrils with the holy fragrances of
the gathering place of the Supreme Concourse. They remained
here for some time and then departed. They were truly reason-
able and modest. Through the grace and bounty of the Ancient
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, I hope
they will progress day by day in all degrees and conditions. Re-
garding their occupation and commerce, they wished that the
two brothers would engage in separate work and be indepen-
dent, and this servant suggested that they consult with you
and seek permission. If you approve, there is no harm in this.

; Concerning what you wrote about repairing the House - that it

would cause commotion - in truth His Honour Aga Mirza Aqay-
i-Afnan, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious,
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had written expressing utmost complaint about the successive
calamities befalling the lands of Persia and Yazd, and had be-
seeched prayers at the Holy Shrine.
was that these calamities should be removed through means
that would cause the exaltation of God’s Cause and the up-
liftment of God’s Word. Therefore, I made this commitment:
that when that House is repaired and that shrine for the gems
of existence is restored and renovated, these calamities will be
entirely removed. To this day, no one in any age has made
such a clear and evident commitment regarding such matters.
The purpose was that God’s proof be fulfilled and the honor
and nobility of that great sacred House become manifest and
evident.

This servant’s intention

Now that it has become a cause of commotion and corruption
by the people of rebellion, wisdom must certainly be observed.
Thus, a measure must be taken to somewhat ease and lighten
the calamity, lest these afflictions, God forbid, continue. And
that is this: it should be said that regarding the new mosque
which is near that House of the Glorious Lord and is in ru-
ins, one of the friends who is skilled in comprehensive div-
ination has determined that if that mosque were to be fully
repaired, these severe calamities would be lightened and these
dark clouds would be dispersed. The solution now is to pour
water and oil, for this mosque has the honor of proximity, and
by virtue of this proximity it has influence and effect. It is not
the construction of the blessed House, but rather the sprinkling
of water at its threshold and the sweeping of its courtyard. It
does not appear that much controversy would arise from this.
But if you observe that this too would lead to tales and stories
and the panic of people and the anxiety of the masses and com-
motion, then we must submit. Wisdom is certainly required in
divine commands, consideration is necessary and preservation
is essential.

What is most important today is the firmness and steadfastness
of all in the Covenant and Testament of God. But not like the
steadfastness of some which consists of mere words, like the
testimony to the Prophethood of Muhammad by some: “God
bears witness that thou art indeed His Messenger, and that
the hypocrites are surely liars.”

AFNAN.178-180x
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Glorified be He Who dawned from the horizon of unity! Glo-
rified be He Who shone forth from the dayspring of oneness!
Glorified be He Who spoke with truth, the mighty pillar! Glo-
rified be He Who awakened the people of the East through the
call raised from the glorious Kingdom! Glorified be He Who
revived the West through the holy breaths of His new age!
Glorified be He Who raised up sanctified souls to promote His
wondrous Cause! Glorified be He Who favored the oppressed
and made them leaders and made them inheritors! Glorified
be He Who caused the drop to surge with the waves of the
mighty ocean! Glorified be He Who illumined the atom like a
brilliant star! Verily He is the Omnipotent, the All-Powerful.

I offer prayers and salutations upon the Dayspring of Guidance,
the Morn of Eternity, the Most Great Sign, the Supreme Mercy,
the Luminous Reality, the Divine Identity, the Unique Attrac-
tion, the Pre-existent Mercy, the Abundant Grace, the Perfect
Word, the Manifest Light, the Clear Water, the Luminous Orb,
and the Divine Spirit - prayers and mighty salutations.

O renowned sage and noble learned one! The fertilizing winds
have blown from the direction of thy Lord’s loving-kindness,
the All-Merciful, and the rain-laden clouds have poured forth
the showers of certain truth. The springtime breeze of the All-
Merciful has wafted in this wondrous century, and the Sun of
Truth has shone with such warmth and radiance as to revive
even decayed bones. The grounds of luminous realities have
stirred and swelled, bringing forth the flowers of guidance of
every beauteous kind. The blessed Tree in the pole of the
supreme Paradise has grown, branched out, put forth leaves,
blossomed and yielded the mighty fruits of divine bestowals in
the garden of delight. The divine springtime has pitched its
tent in this vast expanse, and the thankful birds have warbled
melodies that have bewildered minds in this lovely garden.

Yet despite this, thou seest the people wandering blindly in
their stupor, amusing themselves with play while turning away
from these bestowals. And thou, O illustrious learned one,
come, let us cast off this tattered garment and don the robe of
sanctity, adorning ourselves with the ornaments of thy Lord’s
gifts in this blessed day and new age. Days have passed and
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nights have gone by - what is the outcome of these lofty pur-
suits? For they are but imaginary existence, lacking perma-
nence, like a mirage in the desert which the thirsty one mis-
takes for water. How long shall we be content with mirage
instead of drink, metaphor instead of reality, fancy instead of
the Lord of Beauty, and vain imaginings instead of the light
that illumines the darkness?

Can the morning be compared to evening? Or faithfulness to
faithlessness? Or light to the darkest gloom? Nay, by thy
Lord, the Forgiving! The unfurled scroll in the horizons of
manifestation speaks the truth and reveals the hidden secret
and the preserved mystery. Blessed is he who reads this pre-
served tablet, comprehends this cryptic secret, and follows the
mysteries concealed from the people of the outer shell.

How long wilt thou slumber in the bed of negligence? How
long wilt thou remain still in the corner of sorrows? How long
wilt thou keep silent from praiseworthy mention? Arise to a
cause wherein the angels of the unseen and the witnessed will
support thee. Spread the wings of longing, then ascend to the
heaven of radiance. Soar with the bright wings of knowledge
and the pinions of certitude in this lofty summit and vast ex-
panse. Then sing upon the branches of the Tuba tree and
warble the most wonderful melodies and various songs until
the hearts of the pure ones are moved thereby, the breasts of
the devout are dilated thereby, and the ears of the Concourse
on high take delight therein.

This is better for thee than the prostration of all existence
and the passing glory that shall be scattered like dust after
the promised day. Where is Hasan and his striving? Where
is Murtada and his fame? Where is the second Hasan and his
exaltation? Alas! They have become neighbors to the dust
and have entered beneath layers of earth. The darkness of
extinction has encompassed them, and their day of life has
been darkened by pitch-black nights. Therefore, realize the
present state before departure, and reflect on the end while
there is still time. This life, which is but an expression of
dreams and shadows, shall pass away.

Let it not suffice the mystics to choose the bitter salt over the
sweet waters of life. Nay, by the Lord of manifest signs! Such
is my ardent love and passion for thee that I address thee with
these words, and yearn for thee as birds yearn for their flocks in
the flowering gardens. I desire for thee what I desire for myself,
and choose for thee what I have chosen for my own being. Arise
with thy Lord’s power to diffuse the holy fragrances in those
vast regions. Verily, thy Lord will reinforce thee with hosts
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from the Supreme Concourse and mighty armies from the Most
Glorious Kingdom. This is among the greatest gifts of thy
Lord in these days wherein signs have appeared, lights have
shone forth, mysteries have been unveiled, morning breezes
have wafted, flower-scents have been diffused, seas of thoughts
have surged, and the stars of guidance have gleamed from the
horizon of sanctity throughout ages and centuries. Upon thee
be greetings and praise.

My God, my God! This is a servant whom Thou hast taught
diverse arts and sciences by which he became renowned among
all people, until he became the most learned of the horizons and
his fame spread throughout the realm of Iraq. Thou hast cast
upon him the word of piety and made him independent of all
else. Make him a star of guidance and a lamp that burns and
illumines within the glass of righteousness. Cause him to speak
Thy praise and expand his breast through attraction to Thy
radiant countenance. Gladden his spirit with sweet fragrances
wafting from the gardens of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, and
illumine his face with the resplendent light from the Supreme
Concourse. O Lord, my Lord! Strengthen him with mighty
power, fill his cup with the wine of bounty, intoxicate him
with the choice wine of faithfulness, and admit him into the
protection of Thy shelter, O my Most Exalted Lord. Make
him a sign of Thy unity among the people of creation and
a banner of Thy glorification among the multitudes, that his
tongue may speak of Thy beauty, that he may yearn for Thy
presence, attain Thy bountiful gifts, enter the paradise of Thy
meeting, serve Thy loved ones, strengthen his loins in Thy
service, and fortify his back in Thy worship. Enable him to
serve at Thy holy Threshold. Verily, Thou art the Generous,
the Bestower, the Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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To: Baha’is of Iran

O Lord! Thou art the refuge of the helpless and the shelter
of the wanderers. Thy grace and bounty are remedy for every
ill, and Thy table of bounty is spread in every vale and height.
Through the lights of Thy forgiveness Thou hast adorned the
world of existence, and through Thy supreme gift Thou hast be-
stowed tranquility upon the endless universe. O Forgiver! We
are helpless, yet Thy bounty is infinite. We are abased, yet Thy
mercy is our support. We are captives of self and desire, yet
Thy grace is the protector of the destitute. O Generous Onel!
Show us the straight path and grant us pure hearts. Shower us
with abundant grace and bestow upon us the paradise of bliss,
and deliver us from grievous torment. Let Thy guidance lead
us and grant us life-giving vitality. Bestow knowledge upon us,
grant us vision, and favor us with hearing, that we may fathom
the reality of all things, rend asunder the veils, and receive our
portion of the supreme triumph. May we become familiar with
oneness in all degrees and be freed from the abasement of es-
trangement. Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful, and Thou
art the All-Seeing and All-Hearing. Grant Thy favors, guide
us, bestow eternal glory, and deliver us from the abasement of
ignorance. Verily, Thou art the Forgiving, the Generous, the
Mighty, the Bestower.

O loving friends! The world of existence without worship
of God is nothingness, and truthfulness and uprightness are
the cause of the manifestation of heavenly virtues. When the
melody of the Concourse on High rises in this world of water
and clay, eternal life appears in utmost splendor and bestows
joy and delight.

O friends! The horizons are illumined through the grace of
the Day Star of Effulgence, and souls are radiant through the
bounty of the Lord. For every created thing, progress through
the degrees of perfection is ordained, and the grace of God’s
mercy is established in the world of existence. Yet alas, the
human world is deprived of these heavenly gifts and unaware
of these universal bounties, save those souls who have opened
the eye of insight, who have won the ball of eternal glory in
this field, who have laid their foreheads in the dust of servitude,
and who have turned to the other world.

The sending of Messengers, the revelation of Books, and the
establishment of holy divine laws are solely for the progress
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of the human world. Therefore, those who follow divine laws
are the company of the righteous and among the most noble
of the free. They have been delivered from the darkness of
the world of nature, have sought illumination in the light of
divine mercy, and have become distinguished among the var-
ious peoples. Consequently, the true Faith must be clearly
and manifestly distinguished from other religions in all degrees
of existence. It must possess fragrant morals, conduct based
purely on bestowing, and behavior founded on servitude to the
King of Kings.

If the people of God are not distinguished from satanic factions,
it is proof of deprivation and evidence of hopelessness. In such
case, association with Truth would be metaphorical rather than
real, and nearness would be verbal rather than spiritual. A
garden blessed by the care of the divine Gardener must surely
be in the utmost freshness and delicacy. Therefore, O friends,
look upon the human world. If you see distinction in yourselves,
give thanks for the Lord’s bounty; if not, become companions
day and night with tearful eyes, begin to wail and lament, and
supplicate and beseech, that perchance through divine grace
you may become manifestations of infinite favors and in all
things prove to be evidence of the merciful gift.

; Now, in the presence of this truth, can it be said that the Per-

sian people are manifestations of bounty? No, by God! Rather,
even a little fairness causes regret and remorse. Observe how
nations that are heedless of God have benefited from modern
progress, advance day by day, and become honored among
stranger and kin alike. The Persian people believe in God, are
certain of His signs, and affirm His words, yet how they are
caught in the sleep of heedlessness and intoxicated with the
wine of unconsciousness! The religious leaders and chiefs of
religion never think about progress in the human world. They
are neither concerned for the nation nor obedient to the gov-
ernment, neither shelter for the helpless nor supporters of the
fallen. They neither obey Truth nor desire the good of creation.
Day and night their thoughts are of opposing the government,
contradicting authority, and preventing progress. How, in the
face of this, can comfort, ease, and advancement be achieved in
the created world? Those who are religious leaders are caught
in their own desires and remote from the countenance of Truth.
What state, what comfort and bounty, what progress and gift
can the other helpless subjects have?
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Therefore, you who are awake and vigilant, seek ye the grace of
your Lord and be of the company of the righteous. Drink deep
from the brimming cup of divine bounty and receive your por-
tion and share of His infinite grace. Consider how government
and people may blend like water and wine, and intermingle
like honey and milk. Be ye utterly submissive and obedient to
the commands of government, for just government is the very
life of the world and constitutional monarchy is a gift to hu-
mankind. Behold how the Japanese, through their obedience
to their sovereign, have in but a brief span achieved such ma-
terial progress as to astound the world and leave all nations in
wonderment. Now if the people of Iran truly desire progress,
rest and tranquility, they must seek their felicity in the unity
of government and people, not in opposition to governmental
authority, for such opposition leads to grievous consequences
and brings chaos and disturbance to human society. Upon you
be greetings and praise.
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To: Mahmud Sadrul-Ahrar Faridani

Praise be to God Who hath dawned from the horizon of the
All-Merciful upon the world of humanity and illumined the
realm of contingent being with divine radiance, Who hath
made hearts the repositories of His love, breasts the niches
of His light, souls the dawning-places of His effulgence, and
minds the manifestations of His revelation. Thus did the earth
of realities quiver and swell with the waters of revelation de-
scending from the heaven of the Revealer, bringing forth every
goodly kind. Greetings and glory be upon the Crimson Ark,
the White Standard, the Most Exalted Banner, the decisive
Proof, the brilliant Flame, the radiant Sun, and the Tree whose
roots are firm, whose branches extend far, yielding fruit at ev-
ery moment; and upon them who circle round its sanctuary,
inhale its fragrances, taste of its fruits, and find sweetness in
its food, unto the end of ages and centuries.

O thou man of wisdom! I have learned of what befell thee on
the Promised Day - severe persecution and the assault of every
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obstinate oppressor. Grieve not, neither be thou sorrowful at
their deeds, for they wander distraught in their drunkenness.
They honor ravenous beasts while scorning the coursing stars;
they find pleasure in brackish water while shunning the sweet,
flowing stream. They are refreshed by foul odors while fleeing
from the sweet fragrance wafting from the supreme Paradise.
Such is their condition in this earthly life. Soon shall they
find themselves in manifest loss, returning to base dust, be-
coming like decayed bones. They shall drink of boiling water
and cast themselves into the depths of hell. As for the compan-
ions of the right hand, their stars shall shine from the manifest
horizon; they shall drink from a pure spring, partaking of the
fountain of Tasnim, delighting in the Garden of Bliss, enter-
ing into the presence of their Gracious Lord, arriving at the
Kawthar and Salsabil, approaching the gate of their Merciful
Lord, and dwelling eternally in the Paradise of Meeting, the
Court of Grandeur, the Dawning-place of the lights of Glory.

Blessed are they for this gift that gleameth from the horizon
on high. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. Give thanks
unto God for having made thee patient in tribulation, steadfast
upon burning coals, and capable of bearing every calamity in
His path. This is a bounty He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth among His chosen servants. Verily my Lord is Kind,
Compassionate, Generous, and Merciful.

O my God! O my God! Verily, Thy servant Mahmud did
guide his cherished father, the praiseworthy one, to the spring
of Thy mercy, the fountain of Thy gifts, and the Kawthar of
Thy favors. He was guided by the light of guidance, enkindled
by the fire burning in the Tree of Sinai, called to Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom, and proclaimed Thy Name amidst the con-
course of creation. He ascended unto Thee, drew nigh unto
Thee, and appeared before Thee, trusting in Thy mercy, be-
seeching Thy oneness, relying upon Thy grace and forgiveness,
hoping for Thy generosity and beneficence. O Lord! Give him
to drink from the choice cup, intoxicate him with the sealed
wine of musk, encompass him with Thy tender mercies and
forgiveness, and make easy for him Thy grace and beneficence.
Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Merciful. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the All-Bestowing.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Convey the Most Glori-
ous Greetings to Jinab-i-Mirza Ahmad Khan and his esteemed
wife, and show utmost kindness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to
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Jinab-i-Aga Nasru’llah and his honored wife. Give glad tid-
ings of the favors of the Abha Kingdom to Mulla Isma’il and
his respected wife. Herald Hassan with the bounties of the
All-Bountiful. Jinab-i-Aqa Rida is surely content with God’s
decree and protected in the shelter of the Lord of all humanity.
Give glad tidings of manifest grace to Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-
‘Ali. Jinab-i-Aqga ‘Abdu’llah is in the utmost joy and greatest
gladness in the Abha Kingdom at the place of meeting. Guide
Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Aqa Khan Yavar to the greatest gift, and
give tidings of the mighty announcement to Master Baqir the
builder. Give glad tidings to Mulla Nasru’llah Shari’atmadar
of the favors of the Lord, the gift of the Forgiver, and the
sweet fragrance of that musk-laden tress. Give joyous tidings of
grace and greatest gift to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Rida the preacher,
for he is guided by the counsels and advice of the Blessed
Beauty. Give felicitations and bring joy to Mulla Rahim the
elegist. Give glad tidings of service at the Sacred Threshold
to Jinab-i-Aga Bagqir the attendant. Tell Muhammad Isma’il
Kadkhudabashi of the glory of existence. Consider Husayn
Khan worthy of the favors of the Lord of Heaven. Illumine
Mulla Husayn Karaji with the effulgence of divine manifesta-
tion, and make Nowruz-‘Ali hopeful through hidden and man-
ifest favors. Grant contentment and joy to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Hassan through the love of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and I hope that the
favors and bounties of the Divine Unity may surround his re-
spected wife.

O servant of Baha! Regarding your question about the degrees
of forbidden marriages, refer to the verses, and until the Uni-
versal House of Justice is established, the details will not be
explained - they are dependent on that day. However, regard-
ing marriage, the more distant the relationship, the better, for
distance in kinship between husband and wife is conducive to
human physical well-being and the cause of fellowship among
mankind.

As for a third wife, it is in no way permissible and is absolutely
forbidden, even if both wives are incompatible and separation
impossible, and even if there are no children; nevertheless, no
excuse shall be accepted. Even a second wife is conditional
upon justice, and justice is very difficult. Blessed is he who is
capable of this. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Praise be to Him Who hath unfurled His banners, revealed His
signs, proclaimed His words, and made manifest His evidences.
He hath expanded breasts through the light shining from the
horizon of Revelation, stirred the surging ocean with the fire
kindled upon the highest summit of the Mount, and made clear
every decreed matter in the Preserved Tablet. He hath revealed
the truths and meanings in the Unfolded Scroll. His is the
gratitude for this beneficence, and His is the favor for this
grace and bounty from the Kingdom of utterance.

Glory, praise, and radiant greetings be upon those souls who
have forsaken their desires, clung to His guidance, been illu-
mined by the light of His morning, and turned toward the
Kingdom of their Lord in this noble century and glorious age.

I beseech God to open the gates of guidance before the faces
of all who dwell on earth and in heaven, to illumine foreheads
with resplendent lights from the Most Glorious Kingdom, and
to quicken souls with fragrant breaths wafting from the gar-
dens of the Supreme Concourse, that minds may be guided
to the Center of Lights in the Heaven of Mysteries, the Hid-
den Realm, the most concealed Divinity, the Orb of the Sun of
Glory shining upon the verdant earth and dust, that perchance
the people may awaken from their slumber and remember that
which God hath sent down in the ancient scrolls through revela-
tion that is revealed, and not cling to that which the people of
the Furqan, the Gospel, the Torah, and the Bayan have spread
abroad, thus depriving themselves of the heavenly table sent
down from the sky.

By your life! They have walked in the valley of darkness and
been heedless of the light dawning bright upon the horizons
of creation, and have held fast to what the spreaders of doubt
and conjecture have said. Some souls God hath opened their
insight, and they have seen with their own eyes and striven in
God’s path, whereupon He guided them to the way of salva-
tion. And among them are those who have hearkened to what
is related by the spreaders of rumors in the valley of villages,
neglecting the remembrance of their Most Exalted Lord, sup-
posing themselves to be among the awakened and guided, hav-
ing attained the ultimate goal and taken shelter in the shade
of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing, crying out:
“Woe unto us! O Religion! O Faith! O Doctrine!” at the ab-
rogation of the resplendent Law, the dispersion of the learned
ones’ gathering, and the demolition of the edifice raised by the
hand of the Most High.
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When the people of Najran came before the Messenger of God,
upon Him be greetings and praise, they said to Him: “Dost
Thou claim to be greater than Jesus, who is the Spirit of
God?” He replied: “All receive from the ocean of thy Lord’s
mercy, and We make no distinction between any of His Mes-
sengers.” They said: “Nay! Jesus cannot be compared with
other Prophets, for He is from the Spirit of God.” Then the
Messenger said to them: “By what proof do you speak thus?”
They said: “Woe unto thee! Hast thou seen any mortal with-
out a father among creation?” Thereupon was revealed the
mighty verse: “Verily, the likeness of Jesus with God is as the
likeness of Adam.” Behold how they disputed with that Lumi-
nous Countenance with worthless sayings, and this was naught
but their heedlessness of God’s remembrance.

i I ask God to open the gates of insight upon the hearts of all

humanity, from the East of the earth to its West, until the cry
of the generality riseth to the Supreme Concourse. Glory be
to my Most Glorious Lord!

O my God, my God! We are Thy powerless servants;
strengthen us with Thy prevailing power inherent in all things.
Aid us in that which Thou lovest and art well-pleased with.
We are the weak ones; assist us with Thy mighty power. We
are the poor; enrich us from the treasuries of Thy bounty,
O Thou Possessor of most excellent names. We are the sick;
heal us with Thy supreme remedy from these ailments that
O Lord, O Lord!
Expand our breasts through Thy favors descending from Thy
lofty Kingdom, illumine our hearts with the manifest light
shining from the noble horizon, and give us to drink from
a brimming cup overflowing with the wine of Thy bestowal.
Make us intoxicated with the wine of Thy knowledge that
we may wander in the gardens of divine understanding, swim
in the pools of certitude, and be refreshed by the breezes of
Thy grace from the groves of bounty and benevolence. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, the Giver, the Bestower.

have overwhelmed our hearts and souls.

O friends of God! His honor Mirza Mahmud Khan traversed
land and sea until he reached the Blessed Spot and attained
the presence of the Concourse on High. He laid his head upon
the luminous Threshold and perfumed his face and hair with
the fragrant holy dust. For a time he attended the spiritual
gatherings and associated and conversed with us, passing his
days in the utmost joy and fragrance. Now that he has been
granted permission to return, I deemed it fitting to write you
a letter giving an account of him, that you may offer thanks-
giving at the Divine Threshold, for praise be to God, he has
attained and won this greatest gift. In this luminous and holy
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land he remembered you, mentioned you, and prayed for you.
I hope this will have a great effect and make you so steadfast
in the divine Cause that you may resist the hosts of vain imag-
inings, conquer the cities of hearts, and lead souls to the shore
of the sea of grace. These days pass like the waves of a mirage,
therefore we must seek the Water and Wine, that we may en-
ter the pure and holy washing-place of His Holiness Job and
become cleansed and sanctified from all contingent things, don
a new garment and manifest a wondrous appearance. Praise
be to God, the bestowals of the Blessed Beauty make a drop
into an ocean and an atom into a precious pearl, transform a
stone into a ruby of Badakhshan and a grain of sand into a
brilliant jewel. Therefore trust in God and cling to the hem of
His grandeur, that confirmations and success may encompass
you from all directions and the beloved of bounty may appear
in the feast of the friends. And upon you be greetings and
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To: Brother of Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O thou who hast heard the beating of drums and the melodies
of trumpets from the Supreme Concourse! Glorified be my
Lord, the Most Glorious! I have perused thy luminous and
eloquently composed letter, and thereafter chanted verses of
gratitude to God for thy steadfastness in the Covenant on a
day when the pillars of the people of discord were shaken and
the feet of the people of dissension did slip. It behooveth one
such as thee to take the Book of the Covenant in thy right hand
and to recite its verses unto every penitent servant who turneth
unto his Lord with a sincere heart, and to strengthen hearts in
this mighty Covenant. By the True God! Verily the hosts of
the exalted Throne shall gird up their loins, strengthen backs,
and gladden hearts through this Covenant, which is the most
resplendent dawning from the Day-Star of the horizons. Woe
unto those who have abandoned it, violated it, and broken it,
and who thereby have been abased and led astray, nay rather
have led others astray from the straight path. Destruction and
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remoteness be upon them until the Day of Judgment, and their
faces have been blackened among the concourse of the worlds.
And thou, give thanks unto God for having made thee a sign
of guidance among all peoples, for having illumined thy vision
with a light shining forth from His most glorious Kingdom,
and for having caused thee to speak in praise of the Lord of
This is of His bounty unto thee
on this witnessed Day with its promised advent and proffered
gifts.

the most excellent names.

Know thou that human perceptions are resolved into the intel-
ligible and the sensible. The sensible, being that which is famil-
iar and comprehensible, requireth no interpretation or allusion,
but rather explanation and clarification. The intelligible, how-
ever, consisteth of spiritual realities that are intelligible rather
than sensible-abstract, sanctified, and holy—having no outward
forms whereby their expression might be readily achieved with-
out metaphor and allusion. For this reason, he who would ex-
plain must needs place these intelligible realities into molds of
sensible forms through representation, illustration, and simile.
Among these intelligible realities are knowledge and intellect,
and when one wishes to explain these, one must needs place
them in the mold of some sensible form so that the listener may
grasp their meaning. Thus one says they are light-not the light
perceived by sight, but a true light perceived by insight. The
purpose of such similitude is that listeners might comprehend
and become aware of the intellectual concept and the reality
abstracted from forms and images in the world of meaning.

Accordingly, when God, glorified and exalted be He, desired
to explain the magnificent bounties and abundant favors or-
dained in His wondrous paradise and beauteous gardens in the
kingdom of His holiness and the seat of His intimate compan-
ionship, He cast those spiritual realities and divine intellectual
essences into molds of forms such as houris, palaces, flowers,
rivers, pools, gardens, and groves, that listeners might become
aware of those abundant bounties and multiplying favors, of
eternal happiness and holy blessed life in the next world, and of
divine knowledge and spiritual delights in this first life. This is
the wisdom of what God hath sent down in the Qur’an through
the breath of the All-Merciful.

As to the appearance of the Light from the Tree of Sinai, ver-
ily the Tree is the Reality of Moses, and it was a blessed tree,
and the Fire that was kindled therein is the Light of Ancient
Grace and the Supreme Triumph. The Revealer is the Mani-
fest Beauty and the Great Announcement, for the limitations
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of time and space govern the bodies confined in the world of ex-
istence. But the Ancient Light and Supreme Grace are sancti-
fied above these limitations and conditions and the three times
in the world of bodies and forms. Rather, the First is identical
with the Last, and the Manifest is identical with the Hidden,
and all times are one time - what was, what will be, and what
is.

As to the Tree of Fellowship, it is the Noble Temple and the
Lote-Tree of the Uttermost Boundary and the Tree of Life and
the Olive Tree that is neither of the East nor of the West,
whose oil would almost glow forth though no fire touched it.

it is the mountain of Mecca, concern-
ing which it is said in the Torah, in the thirty-third chapter
of Deuteronomy: “The Lord came from Sinai, and rose up
from Seir unto us; he shined forth from Mount Paran.” Sinai
is known and manifest, and Seir is the dwelling place of the
promised Christ, and Paran is the homeland of the praised
Muhammad. His shining forth is the manifestation of His grace,
the radiance of His lights, the revelation of His Book, and the
raising of His call.

As to the difference between resurrection and return: resurrec-
tion is a concrete matter, while return is a matter pertaining
to knowledge in terms of conditions and effects, indicating the
true unity among the righteous. How can I find scope, given
the constraints of circumstances, to range in this field wherein
even the swift steeds have failed to reach its ultimate goal? We
have made allusion to you with its meanings and committed
ourselves to brevity, which is counted among miracles. Do not
take us to task for not being lengthy and detailed, for time is
lacking and scope is non-existent. We have only explained this
to you due to my excessive love for you. Therefore, be grateful
to God for it and ask God to strengthen you in all conditions
and to pour upon you the patience that is described in the
Books and Scriptures sent down from your Loving Lord.

Convey my greetings to the handmaiden of God, the Greater
Fatima, and the handmaiden of God, the Mother of Light,
upon them both be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious. And
convey my longings to him who is attracted by the fragrances
of God, Muhammad Baqir Khan, and to all other believers
who are certain of the signs of your Great Lord. Upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

...The Hands must be united in word and thought, and with
perfect love and oneness, arise to spread servitude and exalt
this servant’s bondage at the Threshold of Oneness. They must
promote whatever this servant writes, and in all conditions
think only of being interpreters of this servant’s tongue. They
should not consider what words of praise and attributes of
favor are mentioned about this servant in the divine Tablets,
but rather promote this servant’s utterance, which is this: that
all divine verses revealed in the Tablets and Scriptures of the
All-Merciful regarding this servant - that is, ‘Abdu’l-Baha - I
understand only this meaning and desire no other interpreta-
tion, and all must obey. Any mention of praise, commendation,
eulogy, odes, description or tribute from people that is outside
this servant’s explanation and interpretation is not acceptable.

O Adib! Love for that Beloved Name is the remedy for my pain
and the balm for my wound. To heart and soul it is sweet honey
and sugared sustenance. When grief and sorrow assail from
every side, the moment I utter that blessed Name, the darkness
of grief becomes the light of dawn, and the bitterness of sorrows
transforms into sweetness for heart and soul. The lifeless body
finds life, and the dejected spirit inhales the fragrance of the
Beloved. Allah-u-Abha! Allah-u-Abha! Allah-u-Abhal

But the friends must not pursue anyone or loose their tongues
to demean one another, making these matters a cause of dis-
cord and raising an uproar that the speaker is wrong or the
transmitter is corrupt. For the fourfold greeting is from the
sacred texts, but in the Blessed Days, the greeting among the
friends was specifically designated as “Allah-u-Abha,” and this
distinction remains fixed and established, unchangeable and
unalterable. Indeed, this servant would not consent to chang-
ing even the manner of drinking water during the Blessed Days,
let alone the greeting. We are all His servants and we all act
according to His command and hold fast to the characteristics
of His ordained ways.
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In brief, whether one uses either greeting, they are under the
shadow of the Blessed Beauty and are believers, assured, stead-
fast and firm. Certainly neither has the right to oppose the
other, and they must eliminate dispute and contention. Other-
wise, both sides will cause discord, strife, contention and grief
to this servant. Say: O loved ones of God! Strive night and
day, sacrifice your lives, and offer up your spirits so that you
may remove conflict and contention from among all the peo-
ples of the world, make the world a paradise garden, and free
humanity in the Most Glorious Paradise - not that you your-
selves should make such matters a means of argument, causes
of dispute, and reasons for conflict. I seek refuge in God from
this! We seek God’s protection from God’s wrath! By the
truth of Truth, the bitterness of this discord in the land of Ta
made every bitterness sweet to my taste. O Glory of God!
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To: Vakilur-Ruaya et al., in Sarvistan

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having filled the hearts of
Thy loved ones with passionate love for Thy Beauty, for having
manifested Thyself unto Thy chosen ones on the Day of Re-
union through the signs of Thy majesty, for having breathed
the spirit of life into the hearts of Thy faithful ones through
Thy grace and mercy, for having sent down upon them heav-
enly sustenance through Thy generosity and bounty, for having
chosen them from among all peoples to exalt Thy Word, for
having selected them from among all parties to diffuse Thy fra-
grances, for having been pleased with their holy stations in Thy
days, for having appointed them to teach Thy Cause, and for
having elected them to spread Thy remembrance. They have
arisen in all directions to spread the clear signs, to raise the
standards, to promulgate the words, to rend asunder the veils,
to speak with clear proof in demonstration of Thy Manifesta-
tion, to detach themselves from comfort and ease, to endure
every hardship and suffering, to remain patient in calamity and
tribulation, drawn to the kingdom of Thy oneness and enkin-
dled by the fire ignited in the Tree of Thy singleness, occupied
with chanting the verses of unity in affirmation of Thy oneness.
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2 O Lord, choose them to enter into Thy presence in the garden
of eternity, to arrive at Thy court in the paradise of meet-
ing, to rise from the horizon of Thy favor in the realm of the
divine cloud, and to ascend to the highest branch of Thy Lote-
Tree of the furthermost boundary, that they may sing with
the most wondrous melodies and sweetest rhythms in Paradise,
Thy praise and glorification in Thy most glorious Kingdom.
Verily, Thou art the Generous Bestower, the Mighty, the Most
Bountiful, and verily Thou art the Powerful, the Almighty,
the Opener of doors. There is no God but Thee, the Limitless
Bestower.

O true friends and servants of the Divine Threshold! When the
pilgrims arrived at the Most Luminous Prison, with utmost joy
and abundant praise they opened their lips in tribute to those
birds of the Divine Garden, saying that the friends are cypress
trees in the garden of truth, their heads bowed at the threshold
of submission, enamored and impassioned, eager to sacrifice
their lives, enchanted by the countenance of the Beloved, and
captivated by His musk-laden tresses. They are captives in the
chains of love and princes upon the throne of servitude. Each
one, through love of the Kind Beloved, wears a crown upon
their head and is clothed in a robe of blessed favors. They
are bewildered and intoxicated, inebriated with the wine of
the All-Merciful. Night and day their supreme desire is to be
confirmed in the good-pleasure of the Most Great Name and
to sacrifice their lives in the path of the Ancient Beauty.

This utterance brought the utmost joy and delight to the pris-
oners of this prison, for praise be to God, the homeland of the
Exalted One - the province of Shiraz - is filled with melody and
song, and from the birds of that meadow the highest notes are
raised. The loved ones of God are in fervent enthusiasm, and
the friends are intoxicated by the wine from the cup-bearer of
grace. The divine mystics are drunk and bewildered.

It is hoped that ere long the Most Manifest Light will make
that country and land shine with the effulgence of the highest
paradise, and each of the friends, like the peacocks of the high-
est heaven, will spread the wings of sanctity and soar, striving
night and day with heart and soul so that estrangement may
be wholly removed and the light of unity may shine forth. May
essential oneness be made manifest and the ancient bounty re-
move all veils, so that this unity, harmony, oneness and love
may influence others, strangers may become familiar, the de-
prived may become confidants of mysteries, the destitute may
receive a portion from the Ancient Beauty’s grace, and all may
draw near to the Kingdom of God.
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O divine friends! According to the divine counsels and exhor-
tations, you must become the cause of the unity of the human
world and demolish the foundation of estrangement. If you
allow any dust to remain between yourselves, how can you suc-
ceed in achieving this great purpose? Therefore, strive with
heart and soul and make a mighty effort so that all may gather
beneath the tabernacle of unity, recite the verses of oneness,
and attain the stations of detachment. By the life of God!
Abdul-Baha longs to see you and desires your unity and har-
mony, and His heart is constricted when He hears not your
glad tidings. And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of the world

O Lord, my God, my Pardoner, my Forgiver, my Compas-
sionate Lord, my Gracious King, my Shield and Protection,
my Shelter and Guard! Verily, the most wretched among
mankind, those enslaved by self and passion, through igno-
rance and blindness, have transgressed and rebelled, pursuing
diverse lusts. They have wandered in the wilderness of op-
pression and vice, plunged into the depths of perversity and
rancor, and immersed themselves in seas of hatred and mal-
ice, until they rose in manifest tyranny against Thy sincere
servants. They stretched forth their hands to plunder and pil-
lage the dwellings of those possessed of certitude, unleashed
the reins of oppression, and brandished sharp spears, raiding
night and day the homes of the God-fearing. They shot arrows
and aimed spearheads at the breasts of those who had turned
to Thee, killing and violating, for they were a band descended
from the army that returned from the banks of the Euphrates
bearing the heads of the oppressed upon their spears.

They shed blood and cut the throats of the loved ones, uncov-
ered the heads of women, and tore all to pieces. They commit-
ted such injustice as had never been heard of in former ages.
How hard, O my God, are those heedless hearts! How base, O
my Beloved, are those degraded souls! How dark, O my Lord,
are those savage wolves! How brazen, O my Support, are those
ferocious beasts! They were not content with shed blood, nor
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with wounded hearts, nor with pierced livers. Rather, they in-
creased in tyranny and rebellion, burning bodies and oppress-
ing orphans. They intensified their assault upon the women
in their chambers after dispersing and Kkilling the men, and
they exceeded all bounds in destroying children. They kindled
fires in the homes of the people of certitude until they reduced
the living to a barren plain of ashes. None of them feared the
punishment of the Day of Reckoning.

But verily, Thou, O my God, wert ever watching until Thou
didst seize them. And how severe was their punishment! Thou
didst send upon them a yellow, raging wind that spared noth-
ing and left nothing, scorching all flesh. The transgressors
abandoned all their homes and properties, fleeing to the wilder-
ness in fear of the deceptive disease. They could find no rest, O
my God, even in the mountain peaks, for the disease crushed
them, the devastating plague destroyed them, and the torrent
of illness swept them away. Thou didst punish each one a thou-
sandfold, O my God, scattered their gatherings and dispersed
their assemblies until not one could find another.

Yet the people of passion did not awaken, the wretched did
not become alert, and they felt no remorse for what they had
done to Thy loved ones. They were like solid rock, or even
harder, for from rocks there may gush forth water. Instead,
they increased in wretchedness and blindness, descending to
the lowest depths of darkness. But O my God, Thou didst
say in the decisive verses of the Qur’an: “Fear an affliction
that shall not smite exclusively those among you who have
done wrong.” Through this trial, a small number of the pure
ones departed to the realm of eternity. And though they were
but a few souls whom Thou hadst destined to meet their fate,
O my God, their death was grievous to Thy loved ones, who
wailed like the bereaved, crying out with such lamentation that
consolation became difficult. Souls were distressed, hearts were
constricted, spirits gurgled in throats, and bosoms were choked.
Thus did tears flow, griefs intensify, sighs ascend, and souls
remain in agony.

5 O my God! Souls remain in the throes of death, and I take
refuge at Thy threshold, hasten to Thy precincts, circle round
Thy sanctuary, and say: O my God! Shield Thy loved ones,
protect Thy servants, guard Thy bondsmen, and preserve Thy
devoted friends. O Lord! Lord! Souls illumined with the light
of guidance, possessed of merciful hearts and divine strength,
have turned to Thee, placed their trust in Thee, and presented
themselves before Thee, supplicating Thee, imploring Thee,
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seeking the gate of Thy forgiveness, taking shelter in Thy grace
and benevolence, and clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy
grandeur, that Thou mayest cleanse them from the dust of dis-
obedience, strip from them the garments of sin and transgres-
sion, attire them in the robes of forgiveness and pardon, and
cause them to enter the garden of Paradise. O Lord! Lord!
These are Thy chosen companions and Thy pious band. Their
breasts are dilated with love and fidelity, their souls recoil from
tyranny and faithlessness, they have turned their faces to Thy
gracious countenance, taken shelter in Thy mighty cave, and
sought refuge in Thy exalted sanctuary. Therefore, O my God,
protect them from the flood of disobedience, and deliver them,
O my Beloved, from whatsoever may prevent them from enter-
ing the scene of reunion, the Paradise of bounty. Fulfill their
vision, grant them the meeting, and cause them to abide for-
ever in the gathering-place of revelation. Verily, Thou art the
Gracious, the Merciful, the Lord of bounty, and verily Thou
art the Lord of forgiveness, kindness, and pardon, and verily
Thou art the Mighty, the All-Merciful.

O divine friends! Jinab-i-Amin has in numerous letters re-
quested that forgiveness be sought for all souls who have as-
cended to the most exalted Companion in the seat of truth.
Therefore, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with infinite anguish and lamenta-
tion, beseeched from the Almighty Lord pardon and forgiveness
for the male and female servants of the All-Merciful. And since
I desired that all the friends should join with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
this entreaty, supplication, and imploration to the Abha King-
dom, therefore this prayer has been printed and sent to all
regions so that all the friends may recite it in utmost humility
and detachment, turning to God in prayer. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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Prayer in remembrance of Zaynu’l-Muqarrabin

O my God, my Lord, my Desire, my Light, my Glory, my
Refuge, and my Hope! I am bewildered in Thy remembrance
and praise, and perplexed in glorifying and sanctifying Thee.
Whenever I ascend to the heights of understanding and rise
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to the summit of discovery, I find myself powerless to compre-
hend the essence of even a single one of Thy signs, let alone
the reality of Thy Being and the truth of Thy names and at-
tributes.

When minds, O my God, are incapable of recognizing a sin-
gle gleam from a shooting star in the heaven of Thy creation,
how can they hope to comprehend the very essence of the Sun,
though its brilliant effects are manifest to minds throughout
Thy dominion? And when souls are dumbfounded in compre-
hending a single drop from the oceans of Thy mysteries, how
can they fathom the depths in discovering Thy ocean of lights
and the expanse of Thy signs?

For minds, O my God, are bewildered, and souls, O my
Beloved, are perplexed, and the birds of the spirits wander
aimlessly, and the falcons of understanding fall short of
soaring to the apex of Thy oneness and recognizing a single
sign of Thy unity. How can one so weak as I undertake
this mighty task? How can one so limited in speech achieve
such eloquent expression? I can only bow my face upon the
threshold of Thy mercy and press my brow to the dust at the
court of Thy oneness, and say:

O Lord, O Lord! Aid Thy servant who turneth unto the gate of
Thy oneness in utter lowliness before the court of Thy Lordship,
submissive to the manifestation of Thy Divinity, humble before
the sovereignty of Thy mercy—him whom Thou hast chosen for
Thy love, singled out for Thy remembrance, and accepted to
praise and glorify Thee.

O Lord, O Lord! He hearkened unto Thy call at the dawning
of the morn of Thy oneness, and responded to Thy summons
amidst the surging waves of the ocean of Thy bounty. He
believed in Thee and in Thy signs at the breaking of the dawn
of knowledge, submitted to Thy dominion at the rising of the
lights of certitude, and turned unto Thy Most Exalted Beauty
at the appearance of the light of guidance.

; He endured every tribulation in his homeland from the wicked-

ness of the enemies, until the most vicious foes assailed him
for his love of Thy resplendent countenance. Thus was he
compelled to migrate and depart unto the land of Taff, bear-
ing every hardship and affliction until he reached the spot of
Karbila—the land reddened by the purified blood of the chosen
ones, its precincts perfumed by the sweet fragrance wafting
from the blood of the Prince of Martyrs.

Then, O my God, he tarried there for a time, until he turned to
the lights of Thy countenance shining from the Most Glorious
Beauty and derived the fire of guidance from the Blessed Tree
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whose root is firmly fixed and whose branch reacheth unto
heaven. He answered Thy call with such fervor that the fire
of Thy love blazed within his heart and soul. He hastened to
Thy most exalted threshold, arising to serve Thee with all his
strength, and attained Thy presence in Zawra.

O my Beloved, he continuously transcribed Thy verses from
morning till night, beseeching Thee and supplicating at the
gate of Thy mercy, calling all to the beauty of Thy oneness,
until Thou didst ordain, O my Beloved, his migration from
those radiant regions to the great city, thence to the vast land
of mystery, and thence to this blessed spot which Thou hast
extolled in the scriptures and tablets.

That illustrious scribe became a captive from Zawra to Hadba,
suffering in Thy path the most grievous calamity and the
supreme affliction. Throughout his imprisonment, he was a
solace to the hearts of the loved ones, penning Thy tablets
dispatched to all regions.

Then, O Thou Who art my Goal, he arrived by Thy leave
at this Prison, whose fame hath spread far and wide with
most wondrous tidings among all peoples. He sought refuge
in the nearness of Thy presence, yearning for Thy most perfect
bounty. He engaged in the service of Thy Cause with utmost
dedication, transcribing Thy verses morning and evening until
his eyes grew dim and his fingers trembled, his bones weakened
and he reached extreme old age.

Yet he never faltered, O my God, for an instant in Thy ser-
vice, nor did he waver, O my Beloved, for a moment in his
servitude to Thee. He worshipped Thee with complete detach-
ment and humility before the grandeur of Thy majesty, drawn
to the kingdom of Thy beauty. He spent his days diffusing
Thy fragrances, exalting Thy word, establishing Thy proof, ex-
pounding Thy conclusive evidence, Thy overwhelming might,
Thy manifest glory, and Thy resplendent grandeur, until he
became renowned throughout all regions for his amity and con-
cord, and for deriving the lights of effulgence on the Day of the
Covenant.

Then he yearned for Thy most glorious kingdom and Thy
supreme companion, saying: “Aid me, O Glory of the Most
Glorious! Cause me to return unto Thee, shelter me in the
refuge of Thy greatest mercy, give me to drink from the cup
brimming with the wine of meeting, and let me soar to my nest
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in the highest paradise in Thy most glorious garden.” Thou
didst answer his prayer and grant what he had whispered in
the darkness of night.

I heard his communings in the blackness of darksome nights
and returned him unto Thee with a countenance illumined by
the light of bounty and bestowals. O Lord! O Lord! Make
honorable his resting-place and increase his portion, and cause
him to enter in truth, and lodge him in a blessed dwelling in the
place of meeting, that he may delight in beholding the lights
of Thy resplendent countenance unto all eternity that hath no
end. And aid those who are each a solace to his eyes and pieces
of his heart to follow in his footsteps after him. Verily Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful, the All-Giving. And
verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Helper.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O Herald of the Covenant! Your letter written to Jinab-i-
Manshadi was noted. Concerning the differences that have
arisen between certain government officials, you wrote that
the friends are perplexed as to how they should conduct them-
selves in the face of such discord. The friends of God have no
concern whatsoever with the agreements or disagreements of
government officials. They must not even utter such matters
with their tongues. It is incumbent upon the friends of God to
obey the commands and ordinances of His Majesty the King.
Whatever he commands, they must obey. Likewise, they must
show complete submission and obedience to all government of-
ficials. But if coolness arises between them, what concern is it
of God’s loved ones? As the poet says: “Your duty is but to
pray, and nothing more.”

The point is that the friends must not utter a word about po-
litical matters, for these do not concern them. Rather, they
must occupy themselves with their own affairs and services,
and nothing more. They must think only of drawing near
to God, arising to serve His good-pleasure, and becoming the
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cause of comfort, ease, joy and gladness to the world of human-
ity. Should any person attempt to speak before the friends
about governmental and state matters, saying that so-and-so
said this or did that, the believer must respond: “These mat-
ters do not concern us. We are subjects of the sovereign and
under the protection of His Imperial Majesty. The kings know
best what serves their interests.”

Today the world of humanity is in need of the improvement of
character, education through the divine breaths, and the estab-
lishment of the foundation of love, truthfulness, peace, reconcil-
iation, reality, uprightness and fellowship among all members
of humankind. We must serve this vital cause. Other matters
have no importance. Interference in governmental affairs and
discourse about them has no significance, for the important
matter is that which we promote: the illumination and com-
fort and tranquility of all creation. Is it permissible that we
should falter in this and occupy ourselves with other matters?
No, by God! Especially since we are explicitly forbidden by
divine decree from interfering and engaging in discourse about
governmental affairs.

Thou shouldst make the friends understand this by explaining
the matter to them very clearly. This talk about ‘Surush-i-
Ghaybi’ (Heavenly Messenger) and ‘Lisan-i-Ghaybi’ (Celestial
Tongue) are strictly impermissible. These matters are utterly
against the good pleasure of the Merciful Lord.

Concerning the Soraya (Thuraya) newspaper in Egypt, it
caused us much trouble. Initially he and ‘Ali Muhammad
Khan jointly established the newspaper. Later they clashed,
which became the cause of Mirza ‘Ali Muhammad Khan’s
hostility. He established Parvarish newspaper and, because of
his animosity toward the owner of Soraya, severely rebuked
the friends, especially Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl. He defamed and
vilified them in meetings and gatherings, notwithstanding the
fact that we are not at all connected with any newspaper.

It is not our policy to depend on newspapers. Compared with
our spiritual and celestial aims, newspapers are playthings of
the ignorant. Newspapers are for politicians, not for spiritual
people.

Divergence of opinion later appeared between Soraya and
Hablu’l-Matin. Since then the owner of Hablu’l-Matin, think-
ing that the owner of Soraya dependeth on us for his political
views, hath stirred up much trouble and denounced this Cause.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Tabrizi, in Avarzaman

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! That which was
written by thy musk-laden pen brought great joy to our hearts.
It imparted the glad-tidings of the cheer and exultation of the
believers and the joyful news of the spirit of fellowship among
the friends. God be praised that each one hath become even
as a fruitful tree in the divine orchard, and doth stand as a
swaying cypress upon the riverbanks of love and knowledge.

None had imagined that, despite the intensity of tests, those
souls would remain happy and beaming with joy! This can
be attributed to naught but the great bounty of God in these
days— that in the depths of sacrifice, His loved ones stand firm
and immovable and are constant and steadfast in the Covenant
and Testament.

O God, my God! Assist Thou Thy servants who have found
“at the fire a guide”, and have caught the light of the immortal
flame kindled in the Tree of Sinai. Make them, O Lord, the
signs of Thy Divine Unity amidst all people, and the emblems
of Thy Oneness in Thy most exalted Realm. Give them to quaff
from the wellspring of Thy mercy and from the clear waters
flowing from Thy blissful paradise, that they may become ine-
briated with the wine of Thy love in the verdant meadows and
vast gardens of Thy holiness. Assist them, O Lord, with the
cohorts of the Supreme Horizon and the hosts of the Concourse
on high. Thou, verily, art the Generous, the Compassionate,
the Lord of grace and bounty unto Thy feeble servants! Thou,
verily, art the Clement, the Merciful...

Thou hast sought permission for a visit. In these days, the Holy
Land is in turmoil by reason of the calumnies spread by the
slandering liars. For certain strangers from amongst the non-
believers have published some books, filled them with count-
less calumnies, and distributed them in these regions. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is therefore in dire peril due to attacks from within and
from without. Such are the enemies of the Faith on the out-
side, and such the violators of the Covenant on the inside. It
is thus evident what commotion hath arisen. Yet, praise be
to God, through the unfailing grace of the Blessed Beauty, I
have remained firm in my position, have bared my breast to
the darts of malice hurled by every oppressor, and am awaiting
the onslaught of tribulations from every side, that, wholly de-
tached, I may hasten to the shelter of His transcendent mercy.
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Thou hadst asked concerning the blessed verse of the Qur’an,
“We have given thee the seven twice-repeated.” The doctors of
outward learning have interpreted “the seven twice-repeated”
as referring either to the seven Ha-Mim Surihs or to the Surih
of the Fatihih. They say that it is called “twice-repeated” be-
cause the Surih of the Fatihih was revealed twice: once in
Mecca and again in Medina; and, since it consisteth of seven
verses, it is therefore termed “the seven twice-repeated.” Like-
wise have they said that, inasmuch as the Surih of the Fatihih
is repeatedly recited in the prayer, it hath for this reason been
designated “the seven twice-repeated”—that is, repeated a sec-
ond time.

But the true meaning is the mystery of Divine Unity and the
outpourings of heavenly grace, and that is the glad-tidings of
the advent of the subsequent Revelation, in which the Bearer
of the seven letters hath appeared twice. The first seven let-
ters correspond to “’Ali-Muhammad”, and the second seven
to “Husayn-‘Ali”. This is the meaning of the “twice-repeated
seven”. Yet another meaning is that Muhammad, the universal
Manifestation of the Quranic Dispensation, together with thir-
teen distinguished souls, make fourteen, which is seven twice
repeated. There is no time for further elaboration. This is a
brief but beneficial explanation.
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To: Andalib, Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani et al., in Shiraz

O ye friends of the All-Merciful!

This prisoner—Jinab Aga Muhammad Sadiq, upon him be the
glory of Baha'u’llah, the All-Glorious—hath entered the Holy
Land and prostrated himself at the Sacred Threshold. In very
truth he is a lamp flashing, and his face shineth with the light
of the love of God. In the hours of spiritual communion and
heavenly fellowship he made mention of the friends of the All-
Merciful, saying that, praise be to God, the friends of Fars
are the champions in the field of divine knowledge and the
guardians of the impregnable stronghold of the All-Merciful;
that they turn unto the Kingdom of ‘Abha, supplicate at the
Threshold of the Almighty; that they are enraptured and elo-
quent, enkindled and radiant, intimate and accordant; that
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they adorn the gathering of unity, kindle the candle of detach-
ment, chant the verses of sanctity, and occupy themselves with
the remembrance of the All-Glorious; that each one is a fra-
grant blossom of the divine rose-garden, a musk-laden bud of
the garden of the All-Merciful, a songful nightingale of the gar-
dens of holiness, and an interpreter of the visions of the Book
of John; that night and day they strive to guide the people, to
set forth the proofs and evidences of God, and through their
words and deeds awaken the souls; that they are the verses of
divine unity and the standards of pure detachment.

From these attributes and qualities the utmost joy and glad-
ness were obtained. Such likewise is Our own hope, and Our
supreme desire goeth beyond this; and We are assured that the
habitation of that Manifest Light will, through the endeavours
of the friends of God, ere long be adorned, and will become
the envy of the highest Paradise.

Let the friends of God be, each one, confirmed by a spiritual
power and favoured by the rays of the Sun of Reality, that the
mirror may gain such purity that its shining rays may flash
forth. Wherefore We await, from the bounties of the Beloved
of all horizons, that He may cause that region and land to be
redolent with musk, and make that clime a garden of bliss;
that Shiraz may be filled with renown, that the Call of God
may be raised aloft, and that the friends of God may become
so attuned and harmonious in song and melody that all other
voices shall be hushed and every clamour fall silent, until the
saying of the poet of Shiraz find fulfilment:

5 No tumult in the city save the tresses of the Friend,

; No turmoil in the world save the arch of the Beloved’s brow.

In brief, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in remembrance of the friends, is in the
utmost joy and fragrance, with heart and soul yearning after
the faces of the loved ones. Not for a moment doth it pass but
that I pour out supplications and lamentations, manifest low-
liness and restlessness, and, in utter severance, entreat infinite
confirmations. Assuredly, the friends likewise will be compan-
ions and associates of this prisoner in lowliness and entreaty,
and will lay down their lives in the path of the Manifest Light.

Upon you be the glory of the All-Glorious.

O my God, my Beloved, my Aim and my Desire! Thou seest me
communing with Thee by days and nights, supplicating Thee
with heart and tongue, and entreating Thy Kingdom with a
soul attracted unto Thy heavenly realm.
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) Do Thou succour those who have heard the Call, responded

to the summons, been drawn unto the exalted Kingdom, been
enkindled by the fire that blazed in the Burning Bush of Sinai,
turned their faces toward Thee amidst the people, chanted the
verses of guidance in the assemblies of creation, voiced Thy
praise, uplifted the standard of piety, and hastened unto the
field of sacrifice with hearts throbbing with love and loyalty.

They have upraised the proofs and testimonies amongst Thy
creatures in affirmation of Thy Cause with a power at whose
trembling the limbs of men of understanding have been made
to quake.

O Lord! Make these souls the lamps of the gloom of night, the
keys to the gates of heaven, the banners of the Most Exalted
Word, and the verses of the perspicuous Book in the Tablets of
former times and the Scriptures of latter ages, that they may
put their whole trust in Thee, hasten unto Thee, and long for
martyrdom before Thy face.

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful. Verily, Thou art the Most
Great. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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ABU0340

Words to McNutt, Getsinger and others

“Verily God has ordained the
Greater Branch after the station of the Greatest Branch.”

In regard to the question:

At the table last week with Mr. McNutt and others present,
Abdul Baha explained this paragraph to us all at length.

He said, in substance: Mohammed Ali had a great opportunity
given him, but through his ambitions he became false and lost
it. Baha’Ollah knew long before the Kitab el Adh was written
that Mohammed Ali was intriguing for power and material
worldly influence. But perchance that he would cease during
coming years and obey the laws, this station of the Greater
(less than Greatest) Branch was ordained for him, or appointed
for him, toward which Mohammed Ali was to strive and attain.
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To obey the laws of Baha’Ollah was incumbent upon Myself
(Abdul Baha), himself (Mohammed Ali), and all the believ-
ers. When Baha’Ollah made Abdul Baha the Center of the
Covenant He commanded all without exception, to turn their
faces to the Center of the Covenant, and specified that those
who did not do so were Nakaz. No sooner had the Kitab el Ahd
been read when Mohammed Ali turned his face in opposition
to the Center of the Covenant. This made him Nakaz and a
violator of the Covenant. How can then any station whatso-
ever be extended to such an one? For if so, then Satan would
still be an arch angel, figuratively speaking.

Let us analyze this paragraph in the Kitab el Ahd. In the first
place the station of the Greatest Branch was a station men-
tioned in the Kitab el Ahd, but the Covenant of God made
with the people of the whole world is a covenant which is in-
dependent of the mention of the title of Greatest Branch as is
written in the Kitab el Ahd; but the fact of appointing the Cen-
ter to that Covenant and the naming of Abdul Baha (the Great-
est Branch—Azam) is so specifically mentioned in the Kitab el
Ahd and in the Kitab el Akdas, that this is another function
or ordained power besides that of being ordained the Greatest
Branch. So it follows that it is intended to say, that during the
lifetime of the Greatest Branch there is no station or title to
anyone, and not even that of Ghusnih Akbar (Greater Branch)
to Mohammed Ali. But if Mohammed Ali is true to the Center
of the Covenant, whose title is Greatest Branch, and enjoys His
constant pleasure, then after such demise he (Mohammed Ali)
Shall be appointed and attain to the title of Greater Branch.
But as he has violated the Covenant, no future title can be his,
and none can be now, for it says that AFTER the Greatest
Branch, etc.; and since Abdul Baha still lives, there cannot
even now be any claim nor justifiable dispute.

Denial of the Covenant annuls the station of every soul and all
promises of prophets of past and present ages. So how can now
a denier hope to retain that which is a title in this world, and
that dependent upon true service and obedience. And having
disobeyed, fell like Lucifer never to rise again.

In the next place, no station is specified for Mohammed Ali
save that of the title of Greater Branch. That of the Center
of the Covenant was alone and specifically mentioned as being
exclusively pertaining to Abdul Baha, and nowhere is it men-
tioned by inference even, that such a station was transmissible;
nor could Mohammed Ali transmit the title of Greater Branch
to another after him. Then how much less can a single center
to a Covenant be transferred to another after Abdul Baha. A
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wheel cannot have two hubs and be a useful wheel; that which
has two points within a circle cannot become a center to it.

The most unmistakable fact and clearly apparent direction in
the Kitab el Ahd is that only AFTER Abdul Baha, even if
Mohammed Ali had been true, could he hope to even attain
to the title of the Greater Branch. During the life of Abdul
Baha he could not claim anything; but being a denier of the
Covenant he has thrown away that which would be ordained
for him AFTER Abdul Baha. Now, after Abdul Baha comes
the House of Justice.

There is a Tablet of Baha’Ollah in the hands of Mohammed
Ali which has the following history: The Blessed Perfection
wrote a Tablet in which He mentioned the Greatest Branch,
Abdul Baha, favourably and on the next page in the same
Tablet, mentioned the intrigues of Subi Ezel and condemned
him. Mohammed Ali has taken that Tablet and separated
the pages, and that section referring to Subi Ezel and wherein
the name is omitted, but only the condemnation of his act is
mentioned, he took the separated pages and pasted the edges
carefully together and then gilded the edges so as to make the
trick invisible. So now he shows this Tablet, which mentions
the name of Abdul Baha on one page and on the other it fol-
lows with the condemnation written for Subi Ezel and claims
Baha’Ollah condemned Abdul Baha. This is only one of his
tricks with which Mohammed Ali deceives the people. Has
not his brother, Badi’Ullah, written in a confession of this and
many other things they have done to test the people?

[This is only a summary of the words of Abdul Baha and was
written from memory and should only be so given out. The
substance is here, but the talk was more explicit and covered
several other points, such as the life of Mohammed Ali, his
constant intrigues to kill or have Abdul Baha put out of the
way, which is far from a Bahai life, even if he was in the right.
The results in the world contrast the works of Mohammed Ali
and Abdul Baha.]

BSTW#087
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in Chicago

O Kind Lord! From the horizon of detachment, Thou didst
cause souls to shine forth who, like the radiant moon, illumined
the world of heart and spirit, completely effaced themselves
from the attributes of existence, and hastened to the eternal
realm. At every moment Thou didst bestow a dewdrop from
the ocean of bounty upon the garden of hearts, until it attained
infinite freshness and delicacy, and the holy fragrances of Thy
oneness spread abroad, perfuming the world and making the
universe fragrant. Now, O Pure Lord, raise up souls who, like
those pure and free ones, will adorn the world of being with
a new robe and a wondrous garment, who will seek none but
Thee and walk in no path save that of Thy good-pleasure, and
speak of naught but Thy mysteries.

O Kind Lord! Aid this youth to attain that which is the highest
aspiration of the pure ones. Grant him wings of confirmation,
detachment and divine success that he may soar in the atmo-
sphere of Thy mercy and be blessed with Thy bounty. Make
him a sign of guidance and a banner of the Concourse on High.
Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Seeing, the All-
Hearing.

O intimate companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A detailed letter was
sent some time ago; God willing, it has arrived by now. Now a
letter that you had written to Aqa Siyyid Taqi has been noted.
Regarding the sending of letters, you had written that they
should be sent to each person individually by name, so that
if we are not together there will be no delay. Although all
that pertains to the unity of spirit and oneness and fellowship
that flows from the cloud of the counsels of the Blessed Beauty
requires that all should be addressed in one writing and ut-
terance, and each should be an expression of the other in all
ranks and stations, yet in view of your request they will be
sent separately.

Regarding the letters that are sent to Port Said, you had writ-
ten - whatever is being done is based on an overarching wisdom.
The good of the Cause is considered, not anything less. As in
these days the Holy Land is in utmost turmoil, as we had pre-
viously announced, and this servant has been imprisoned in
the fortress, we therefore gave notice before it occurred and
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exercised the utmost caution in certain respects. It was ob-
served that letters arrive through multiple channels - through
the French post, the Khedivial post, the Ottoman post, and
the Jules steamer post - therefore control and order is impos-
sible. So it was written to all regions that all letters should be
sent to Port Said, and from there be bundled and sent through
one channel, that is, one post office, for through one post office
sending and receiving can be controlled. Otherwise letters will
be lost and fall into the hands of strangers, causing great harm.
This is why this matter was written about to the regions. You
too should write thus, that all should send to Port Said. I
wrote this particular matter in my own hand. The reply to the
letters of the friends will be sent in a few days. Ishraqat was
sent.

O intimate companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! You must raise such a
banner of effacement and nothingness that the sweet fragrance
of detachment will spread in those climes and regions, and sac-
rifice and self-offering and spiritual effacement and divine unity
and oneness and fellowship and heavenly bounty will become
renowned in that land. This is the essence of the matter. We
beseech God that all may be confirmed and assisted in this.

i The friends of God must be one spirit, one soul, one heart and

one thought; rather, each must be ready to sacrifice his life for
the others, and each must at every moment be ready to offer
himself as a sacrifice for the others. Until love and fellowship
and unity and accord reach this degree, the Beloved of confir-
mation and success will not appear unveiled in the assembly
of spiritual ones. In any case, guide all the friends to oneness
and unity and accord and agreement and love and fellowship
and spiritual unity. If this gift, which is the eternal bounty
of the Beauty of Oneness, becomes worthy and abundant in
that land, surely the mystery of reality will become manifest
and the Beauty of the All-Merciful will unveil His countenance.
Otherwise the tree of being will remain fruitless and endeavors
will become like summer clouds without rain.

This is the truth of the matter, so urge the loved ones to fel-
lowship, encourage the chosen ones to poverty and nothingness,
and inspire the God-fearing to that unity which is the firm han-
dle. For the eternal bounty of the Blessed Beauty is pure love
and attachment of hearts and absolute unity, until all attain
the station of waves of one sea and drops of one river, rays
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of one sun and fragrances of one rose garden, flowers of one
garden and nightingales of one meadow and candles of one
gathering. These are the attributes of the sincere ones, these
are the characteristics of those drawn nigh. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.

BRL_FIRE_AB#04x, BPRY.251-252x, PN__1906 p093x
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AB00311
To: Mustafa Rumi, in India
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! All that thou hadst olg, » b (&

written before and after was fully considered, despite lack of
time. Praise be to God, all the contents were influenced by
the cup of Tasnim, and the meanings were supremely sweet
and delightful. All accounts corresponded to reality, hence
reading them brought joy and became the cause of spiritual
delight, for that faithful servant of the Abha Beauty is at all
times engaged in service to the Cause, detached from all else,
and with all his might is devoted to exalting the Word of God.
Such a momentous Cause befits one like thee.

Therefore, let no events cause thee to falter, and let no diffi-
culties sadden thee. The Cause is mighty, mighty indeed. In-
evitably tribulations, hardships and difficulties will follow one
after another, but that soul attracted to God must present his
breast like a mirror to the arrows of the malevolent and resist
the peoples and nations of this world. Divine confirmations
increase in proportion to the restrictions and persecutions of
strangers, and the hosts of the Concourse on High assist souls
who are free. The more opposition increases, the more divine
assistance and bounty arrive.

Consider earthly sovereignty: the king in no way assists or
sends successive reinforcements to troops at rest, but to armies
engaged in battle at the borders and frontiers, exposed to en-
emy attack, he dispatches forces repeatedly and focuses all his
attention on those troops that form battle lines on the field
of war. Likewise, the confirmations and assistance of the true
King from the divine Kingdom continuously reach those souls
who, in the field of tests, are exposed to the attacks of ene-
mies and who, with the sword of utterance, are conquering the
fortresses and strongholds of the hearts of the heedless.
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Therefore, the more tribulations thou dost encounter, the fur-
ther forward must thou step, and the more the opposition, dis-
putes and attacks from other peoples and nations increase, the
more must thou strengthen thy resolve and endure every hard-
ship and trial in the path of God. Observe how ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is positioned: all the world’s nations attack, all peoples and
tribes oppose. Strangers assault with sword and spear, while
those who were close are a hundred thousand times worse than
strangers, for these wage internal warfare while those wage ex-
ternal battles. Those who were outwardly considered support-
ers of this servant have arisen with utmost hatred, clearly and
visibly, and have left no means unused to harm ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
From every bow they have shot a hundred thousand arrows,
and from every sheath they have drawn a hundred thousand
swords. Despite all these afflictions, ‘Abdu’l-Baha with utmost
steadfastness offered his breast as target for arrow and spear,
and with perfect joy and delight endured all these trials and
sorrows. Rather, he saw every pain as healing and found every
wound a balm for heart and soul. Thou too must walk this path
and recognize deadly poison as wondrous antidote, that thou
mayest be successful and confirmed by God’s all-encompassing
assistance.

The news of the steadfastness and firmness of the friends of
God and their efforts to exalt the Word of God brought ut-
most joy, and the news of their unity produced boundless grat-
itude, and their progress and initiatives brought the greatest
delight and happiness. Now it is necessary that you remain
in that region for a period and educate all, so that, God will-
ing, through the influence of the Supreme Commanding Word,
souls may arise who, completely detached from the world of
existence, may succeed in attaining the qualities of the Con-
course on High. Divine confirmations will reach you and heav-
enly inspirations will assist you. God willing, may you become
a teacher of love in the divine school and raise your voice in
praise and thanksgiving in the merciful gathering. In these
days your presence in those regions is essential. God willing,
after succeeding in rendering comprehensive services, you will
be summoned.

A message was written to Abu Zafar; I hope that through
the aid and favor of the Ancient Beauty they have surely by
now achieved their hopes. Likewise, forgiveness was sought for
the father of Muhammad Yunus, and a letter was also written
to Muhammad Yunus himself. However, in these days the
friends in India must conduct themselves in such a way that
complete separation from other communities does not occur,
for complete separation causes souls not to draw near, and
without association teaching becomes impossible. Convey the
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Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to Aqa Musa.
Regarding that sum, the friends of God should not ask him for
it, as it was spent without ulterior motive. And regarding the
Fund, I hope through God’s grace that the friends of God will
be successful and confirmed.

And upon you be glory. Abbas Abbas

DAS.1913-11-07x

AB00321

To: Fadlullah Naraqi (Muavinut-Tujjar), in Hamadan

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The detailed letters were
studied. What thou hast carried out in Hamadan was a signal
service at the divine threshold and became the cause of joy and
gladness to the friends. I hope that spiritual gathering may be-
come the manifestation of the merciful favors and the cause of
unity and harmony among the loved ones of God. In truth,
the designations of Muslim and Jewish background must be
entirely eliminated, and all must be called by one name. This
is more pleasing and better. All are Baha’is and firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament. As you have arranged for members
of each assembly to attend the other’s spiritual gathering, this
is agreeable, but if it be possible for the members of each as-
sembly to be composed of both groups, it would be better
and more gracious. For instance, in the Jewish assembly let
there be several members from among the Muslim friends, and
likewise in the Muslim assembly let there be several Jewish
members. In short, whatever causes unity and oneness must
be brought about so that alienation may be utterly uprooted.
The rules of the spiritual assembly are also acceptable.

> 1 beseech God that these two assemblies may become one, and
day by day become more successful and confirmed, become the
cause of the diffusion of the divine fragrances, arise to guide
souls, and undertake the education of other peoples.
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Convey utmost kindness to Jinab-i-Aqa Abbas on behalf of
this wronged prisoner. I hope that he may prove to be his fa-
ther’s son and spring from the essence of heart and soul. Like-
wise to Jinab-i-Abdul-Hussein, Jinab-i-Fath’u’llah and Jinab-
i-Abdullah, upon them be grace, bounty and favors in this
witnessed Day.

Concerning the aggression and transgression of the oppres-
sors which you had written about, that they had attacked the
friends of the Luminous Lord in Naraq - the tribulations and
ordeals of the friends caused intense grief. However, trials and
tribulations are inherent requirements of the path of love. In-
evitably, from time to time, the fire of trials must blaze forth
and the heat and fever of tests must arise. Be not saddened,
rather be joyful that, praise be to God, those souls were wor-
thy to face the opposition of the hypocrites in Naraq for the
sake of the Beloved of all mankind. Soon will the horizon of
existence be cleansed and sanctified from these dark clouds,
the light of truth will shine forth, and the world will become
another world. But tests must necessarily come, so that he in
whom there is falsehood may be exposed. One must endure
and resist with utmost strength.

Whether He soothes, it is fitting;
Whether He leaves, it is worthy.

Indeed, in this station, cruelty is like faithfulness - that is,
sweet and pure.

I lament, yet fear He might believe,
And from compassion, lessen His severity.
I am in love with both His grace and wrath indeed,

How strange, I love these opposites indeed!

Now this is not cruelty but bounty, not wrath but infinite grace,
for God has created us to endure tribulations in His path. Were
it not for these trials, wherein would lie our solace? At most,
we too, like any self-serving soul, would pass our days in pur-
suit of desire and ultimately perish in the cage of this world.
What fruit or trace would remain from this save manifest loss
and deprivation from faithfulness in the path of that Beloved
Beauty?

O friends! The people of crown and throne spent their lives in
joy and pleasure, yet ultimately became nameless and traceless.
But the friends of God passed their days in physical pain and
tribulation, and in the end sacrificed their lives in the field of
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martyrdom. Yet the luminosity of these holy souls became the
cause of spirituality for all the world, and the sweet fragrances
from the rose-garden of their hearts of mercy perfumed the
world, nay, made fragrant centuries and ages. Behold the dif-
ference in paths, from where to where!

If we too, like these heedless people, should pass our days and
adorn gatherings, spending time with musicians and singers,
players and entertainers - dust be upon such a head! After
the Bab and the Blessed Beauty and the martyrs’ sacrifice of
life, heart’s ease and soul’s comfort and tranquility and joy of
conscience befit the faithless, not those who are intoxicated
with that wine and bear the brand of that rose and tulip.

5 Regarding the blessed Book that was printed under the inter-

ference of the Center of Violation, compare it with the hand-
writing of His Holiness Zaynu’l-Mugarrabin, who attained the
presence of his Lord. Whatever is in Zayn’s handwriting is
correct; rely upon that.
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AB02095
To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad
O thou who art firm in the Covenant of the Lord God! At & 5 o )3 Olsy & Oley £6 o

this moment when the morn of triumph hath dawned from
the dawning-place of hopes, bright and resplendent, and when
the dayspring of truth hath shed its radiance upon both East
and West, this servant is intimate and associated with the re-
membrance of that longtime friend, and from the most exalted
Kingdom beseecheth that He may illumine the brow of that
long-cherished companion with the manifest light, that thou
mayest become a standard of the Lord, the All-Bountiful, in
that clime, and in those regions become a dispeller of doubts
and a spreader of clear signs.

My Lord and my Hope! Aid this Thy servant to inhale the
fragrance of the gardens of Thy mercy, to drink from the foun-
tains of Thy oneness, to seek shelter beneath the shade of Thy
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unity, and to hearken unto the melodies of the birds of holiness
in the Paradise garden, with such rhythm and harmony as to
transport the people of rapture. Make him eloquent in praise
in the gathering of guidance and the assemblies of the loved
Verily, Thou art the Confirmer of whomsoever Thou
willest in whatsoever Thou willest, and verily, Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty.

ones.

The maidservant of God, the assured leaf, mother of Aqa
Abdul-Wahhab, together with Ustad Rida and Aqa Ali-Akbar,
arrived at the Holy Shrine and spent several days in the pres-
ence of the All-Merciful, perfuming and illumining their faces
and hair with the dust of the luminous threshold. In truth,
that assured leaf was in the utmost joy and fragrance and in
complete certitude and steadfastness in the Covenant and Tes-
tament. Likewise, Ustad Rida and Aga Ali-Akbar were present
in the Holy Land with utmost sincerity. Now permission for
return has been granted that, through the aid and favor of
the Blessed Beauty, they may return safely and securely to
that land. We hope, with complete humility and supplication,
through the benevolence of the peerless Lord, that divine con-
firmations and assistance may become the intimate companion
of the friends in all things.

Today the friends of God, especially that ancient, steadfast
and upright friend, must protect the manifest Faith like an
impregnable fortress so that the Word of God may be exalted
day by day and the sacred reality of the divine Word may be-
come precious in this world. Among the ways of protecting
the Faith of God is the education of children, which is one of
the most mighty foundations of the divine teachings. There-
fore, first the mothers must train their nursing infants in the
cradle of character, for mothers are the first educators, so that
when the child reaches maturity, he may be adorned with all
praiseworthy qualities and noble attributes. Likewise, accord-
ing to divine commandments, every child must learn reading
and writing and acquire necessary and beneficial sciences, as
well as learning a craft or trade. These matters require the
utmost effort; negligence and laxity in this regard are not per-
missible.

5 Consider how many prisons and dungeons and places of punish-
ment and chastisement are prepared for mankind, that through
these coercive means souls may be prevented from committing
grievous crimes. Yet this coercion and punishment leads to the
increase of evil character, and the desired result is not achieved
as it should be. Therefore, souls must be so educated from
childhood that they will not commit crimes, but rather direct
all their energies to the acquisition of perfections, and regard
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the very commission of a crime as the severest punishment,
and consider sin and transgression as worse than imprisonment.
For it is possible to so educate human beings that crime and
evil deeds, if not completely eliminated, will become very rare.

In brief, the point is that education is among the most impor-
tant commandments of the One True God, and its influence
is like that of the sun upon trees and fruits. Children must
be greatly nurtured, protected and educated. This is the true
meaning of parental compassion; otherwise they will grow like
weeds and become a cursed tree, unable to distinguish between
good and evil, or virtues from vices, becoming raised in vanity
and detested by the forgiving Lord. Therefore, all children,
these new plants in the garden of God’s love, require the ut-
most care and education.

Convey my loving greetings to the honored son Mirza Abdul-
Wahhab, and likewise to Aqa Mirza Fadlu’llah. I hope that
through the bestowals and grace of the Sun of Oneness, both
may grow like peerless saplings in the garden of divine edu-
cation and be adorned with the glorious fruits of bounty in
the world of humanity. This is from God’s grace, which He be-
stoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the possessor
of great bounty.

O my God, my God! Aid Thy servants to that which will cause
their faces to shine forth, their souls to be purified, their hearts
to be dilated, their words to be exalted, their foundation to
be strengthened, whereby they will draw near unto Thy most
glorious Kingdom and enter among the concourse of the most
high. Verily Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest. Verily
Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.

BRL__FAM#56x, COC#0017x, COC#0590x
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To: Jinab-i-Afnan, in Shiraz

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! Regarding the letter of Aqa
Siyyid Mirza, all that he wrote was lies, plots and calumnies.
That skillful poet he claims not to know is that same Mirza Ab-
dullah who was his constant companion day and night. Leave
them to their own devices - they are not worthy of counsel,
guidance or direction. You know him - despite the absolute
prohibition of the Ancient Beauty, he repeatedly refused to
give up selling opium and persisted in disobedience until he
was brought to naught. Now it is clear what enmity he har-
bors. We beseech God to make him return to the Covenant.

The matter of the ascension to God of Jinab-i-Mirza Husayn
Khan and his burial in his home was very appropriate, and His
Honor the Afnan of the Blessed Tree, Aqa Mirza Jalal, acted
very properly and rendered good service. Regarding the Holy
House in Fars, Shiraz - all the friends are in extreme agita-
tion, and two months ago they collectively wrote requesting
attention to the matter of the Blessed House, in such a way
that I realized if I were to send a copy to you it would cause
great sorrow, so I did not send it. However, you must make a
mighty effort in this matter, for this House affair is extremely
important - its importance is beyond description. Either you
or one of your children must absolutely be there. It cannot be
entrusted to a woman, even if she would protect it. In any case,
the friends are crying out to such an extent that this helpless
servant is at a loss. By whatever means, send one of the hon-
ored Afnans of the Blessed Tree who are with you to Fars to
watch over the Holy House with utmost reverence. Make every
effort in this regard - delay is absolutely not permissible.

His Honor the Afnan of the Blessed Tree, Aqa Mirza Jalal,
holds an official position and is assigned somewhere different
each day - matters are not in his own hands. Correspond with
him, and whichever of the Afnan brothers you and they deem
advisable, appoint and send, so all the friends will know they
are in Fars solely to serve the House and have no other business.
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Furthermore, the respects you showed to the American trav-
elers, both men and women, caused great joy and delight -
such noble conduct befits one such as yourself. Show complete
kindness to all friends who pass through from that direction.

Regarding the delay in responses, do not be saddened, for you
do not know what tribulations I face. I swear by the Ancient
Beauty that from the beginning of creation until now such dif-
ficulties and hardships have not been seen. Consider how for-
eign enemies are scheming to such a degree, and the Covenant-
breakers have gone a hundred degrees beyond them, constantly
stirring up trouble with government officials and creating new
calumnies each day. Now they await the outcome of their mis-
chief in Istanbul - either to have this servant thrown into the
sea or sent to Fazzan. Know this - whatever befalls this servant
comes entirely from the Covenant-breakers; no one else has any
part in it. And on one hand there are all these internal and ex-
ternal preoccupations, correspondence, questions and answers,
while on the other hand service at the Holy Threshold and
conveying and teaching the Cause are necessary obligations.
Consider then in what sea [ am immersed. Take heed, O peo-
ple of insight!

i As for your return to your familiar homeland, my intention was

that you might establish yourself in these parts, God willing,
and affairs might revolve on a desirable axis, and you might
bear some of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s burdens even while in those re-
gions, just as you bore them during the arrival of the American
ladies. Now too if it is possible it would still be suitable, but
if circumstances are scattered and dispersed and your staying
personally is difficult, and return is necessary and essential for
conducting affairs and arranging matters, leave Their Honors
the Afnans of the Blessed Tree, Aga Mirza Buzurg and Aqa
Mirza Habib there to be occupied with their work - I myself
will attend to them and train them - and you come on pilgrim-
age to this land, then depart afterwards, and we will also make
suitable and proper arrangements regarding the Holy House.
And the Glory be upon you.

GEN.340-341x, AFNAN.152x
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Talk given in Haifa

It was the custom of the Turkish government to read the decree
to those accused so they would know their duty and follow the
laws. Therefore, on the third day after our arrival in Akka,
the governor summoned me and read me the Sultan’s decree
stating that we were to be imprisoned for life. I told him this
decree was false, meaningless and without foundation. The
governor became very angry and said “Don’t you know this is
the Sultan’s decree?” 1 said “Yes, this is the Sultan’s decree
but it is based on delusions.” This made him even angrier
and he said “Let me see how it is meaningless and without
foundation.” I said “Look, this decree says we are imprisoned
forever, meaning eternally and without end. But the word
‘eternal’ has no meaning since we are all temporary in this
world and must inevitably leave prison either alive or dead.”
At this the governor and his staff all laughed.

After some time passed, we got hold of this decree and offi-
cial documents containing government orders about our impris-
onment through the director of correspondence who secretly
brought them to me and I burned them. When the imprison-
ment dragged on, once or twice or three times I appealed to the
Blessed Beauty to step out of the prison and come to Mazra’ih
palace but He would not accept. I could not ask again but
I told the Mufti who went to His presence, bowed down and
kissed His feet saying “My Master, why don’t you come out
to the countryside? The garden air is pleasant and the view
beautiful.” He replied “I am a prisoner and the government
would not approve.” With complete humility and pleading he
persisted until finally the Blessed Beauty consented.

In the beginning in Akka gatherings were held but very se-
cretly. None of the travelers dared enter Akka - they would
be turned away at the gate and harassed. When Nabil came
they seized him at the gate. They would imprison people and
then exile them after imprisonment. Poor Mulla Ali Qa’ini
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came with such difficulty - they seized him and exiled him to
Nazareth. Mulla Muhammad Ali Dahji came and tried every
means to attain the presence but could not - he went to the
wilderness and visited the Blessed chamber from afar, beating
his head and crying before departing. And likewise many other
believers.

I would make arrangements for some - I would honor these
officers. God rest his soul, there was one captain we honored
greatly. We also gave gifts to the policemen and began bringing
people secretly - they would bring them at night. Among them
was Master Isma’il the builder, this old man who walked from
Mosul at age eighty - we managed to bring him in and kept
him for 10-15 days. Then we saw that hypocrites had appeared
who would secretly inform Aga Jan and Siyyid Muhammad, so
we were forced to send him away. He stayed in a cave on Mount
Carmel.

Nabil came to Akka disguised as a Bukharan but the govern-
ment recognized him and immediately ordered his exile. An-
other man arrived in Akka and a policeman recognized from
his cloak that he was one of the Iranian Baha’is and prevented
him from entering the city. He went to the wilderness beat-
ing his head and wailing and crying, and the Blessed Beauty
paused at the prison window and saw him from afar in the
wilderness.

In the beginning days in the barracks prison, the government
rule and regulation was that the prisoners should not speak
to each other, and from among them four people were desig-
nated to go out once a day with a soldier to purchase neces-
sities. After leaving the barracks and settling in the house
when the well-known sedition of Siyyid Muhammad Isfahani
and Kaj Kulah was at its height, as mentioned under Nabil’s
name and detailed in Zuhur al-Haqq, a Tablet was revealed
addressed to Haji Siyyid Ali Akbar Dahji saying: “The sincere
ones are consumed by the fire of separation... The barking of
dogs has risen from all directions - where is the lion of Your
might O Subduer of the worlds... The necks are stretched forth
in hypocrisy - where are the swords of Your vengeance O King
of the worlds... O Ali before Akbar...”
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To: Mulla Ali Asghar (Khurasan) et al., in Mashhad

O ye true friends and loved ones of God! The Candle shineth
resplendent, and the century of the Abha Beauty is even as a
flowering rose-garden. The dawn of the Abha Kingdom hath
broken, and the stars of the celestial Concourse glow with light.
Gentle breezes blow from the meads of the Lord, and sweet
savours waft from the gardens of holiness. Heavenly strains
from the Kingdom of glory are raised on every side, and the
summons of the Company on high reacheth the ears of ev-
ery lowly one. The Day-Star of divine bounty hath risen in
all its splendour, and the Orb of God’s grace sheddeth its ra-
diance upon all regions. The manifold bounties of the Most
Great Name—may my life be offered up for His loved ones—
are all-embracing, and the banquet table of the Lord is spread
throughout the earth. These blessings indeed compass you on
every side.

Behold, then, what a diadem of bounty adorneth your heads
and what a kingly mantle attireth your beings. Consider what
eyes of bounty watch over you and what glances of mercy are
cast upon you. Wherefore, be not saddened by the cruelty of
the peoples of the world or grieved by relentless trials. For all
these befall you in the path of the Ancient Beauty; all these ye
suffer for the sake of the Most Great Name. These tribulations
are bountiful gifts, and these afflictions naught but manifold
bestowals. This captivity is kingship, and this prison a lofty
palace. This blame and condemnation is praise and commenda-
tion, and this chain a necklace of world-embracing sovereignty.
These stocks and fetters are the adornment of the feet of every
fortunate one, these bonds and shackles are the highest hope of
the people of glory, and these blades and swords the ultimate
desire of the lovers of the resplendent Beauty.

Consider how the sacred breast of the Exalted One—may my
life be a sacrifice unto Him—was made a target for a hundred
thousand bullets, and how the holy body of Quddus—may my
life be offered up for him—was torn to pieces. Consider the
galling of the chains and fetters that weighed upon the blessed
neck of the Most Great Name—may my soul be offered up
for His loved ones—and how He was taken, in that condition,
bare-headed and bare-footed, all the way from Niyavaran to
Tihran. Many a trial befell that Sacred Beauty for well-nigh
fifty years, such that the pen trembleth at their mention. The
first was the exile from Persia; the second, the banishment
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from Iraq to the Ottoman capital; the third, the exile from
that city to European Turkey and Bulgaria; and the fourth,
the banishment of the Beauty of the All-Merciful to the depths
of the Most Great Prison. Throughout this period, a myriad
other tribulations also befell Him from within and without.

Likewise, call thou to mind the Babu’l-Bab—may the souls
of the well-favoured of the Lord be offered up for him—and
consider what trials and tribulations that luminous candle and
radiant orb suffered, and what woes he endured in the path of
God. Consider how, in the fort of adversity, he finally quaffed
the brimful cup of martyrdom, and what injuries were inflicted
upon his kin.

Recall, too, those other blessed souls who were even as shining
lamps unto this world, as brilliant stars among the children of
men, as resplendent rays and luminous orbs. They sacrificed
themselves, one and all, and shone brightly in the path of the
Blessed Beauty. They suffered captivity and endured fierce
persecution, were pillaged and plundered, were cast into pris-
ons and dungeons, until, in utter meekness, they drank at last
the draught of martyrdom.

It is therefore clear and evident that the trials endured in the
path of the Friend are the ardent desire of such as are nigh
unto Him, that woes suffered for the sake of the Lord are the
sole yearning of the denizens of the realms above. Though
to outward seeming they are poison, in reality they are pure
honey. And though bitter on the lips of those who waver, they
are sweet as sugar to those who stand firm. Therefore, in
gratitude for such a bounty, in appreciation for the afflictions
and trials ye have endured in the path of the incomparable
Beloved, it behoveth you to arise with such zeal and fervour
as to dazzle the minds of all who dwell on earth. The glory of
God rest upon each and every one of you, O ye beloved of the
Lord.

LOTW=#03
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To: Baha’is of Kashan et al., in Mazgan

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Furughi has sent a let-
ter mentioning the names of those heartfelt friends. When I
opened the letter and beheld the blessed names of the friends,
a sweet fragrance wafted and a spirit-refreshing condition was
experienced, for these are the names of those who have sacri-
ficed themselves for the Beauty of Abha and bear the title of
servants at the Divine Threshold, as ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is
filled with joy and finds complete solace in remembering the
friends of the Beauty of the Most Great.

O divine friends! This is the time for laying down one’s life and
the season for proving faithful to the favors of the Beauty of
the All-Merciful. That Beloved One, with Joseph-like beauty,
appeared in the marketplace of contingent being. At times
He was cast into the pit of prison, at times bound in chains
through the envy of His brothers. One day He was seized
by oppressors in the province of Mazindaran, another day in
that land He was subjected to a thousand forms of persecution,
torture and tribulation at the hands of the ignorant. At one
time He was cast beneath chains and fetters in the land of Ta
in the merciless prison of the oppressors, another time He was
banished to ‘Iraq, and yet another day He became the target of
countless arrows from the people of malice. For several years
He dwelt alone, helpless and oppressed in the mountains of
Kurdistan, and for some time He was exiled from ‘Iraq to the
city of the bloodthirsty one. For many years in the Land of
Mystery He was detested by both communities. Finally, with
utmost oppression and hardship, He was banished to this Most
Great Prison. All the peoples of the world assailed that shining
Moon with sword and spear, and all the sects of East and West
rose against that Wronged One of the horizons. What did the
peoples of old perpetrate, and what did the followers of the
Bayan commit, and what wrongs did His oppressive brothers
inflict, while that Wronged One of the horizons had His blessed
breast made the target of all these arrows, until He ascended
from the lowest depths to the realm of the Divine and the
kingdom of light. Not for a moment did He find rest for His
soul nor repose for His heart. No morning did He experience
joy, no evening was He free from the tyranny of the oppressors.
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Now we, who are servants of that Threshold and abject slaves
at that Court, how can we seek comfort and rest, arrange gath-
erings and pursue ease and tranquility? This is not the con-
dition of faithfulness. Rather, we must become more fervent
moment by moment and, like leviathans in the sea of love, raise
our cry. We must regard every affliction as the greatest com-
fort and count every tribulation as sweet waters. We must see
oppression as faithfulness and pain as purity. In brief, in the
path of His love we must consider every calamity and every
hardship as a bounty. We must strive to diffuse the divine fra-
grances and demonstrate the clear signs. We must emulate His
character and ways and derive light from the luminosity of His
beauty that delights the heart. Though what are we and who
are we? What access has a drop to the boundless ocean, and
what path has an atom to the brilliant, luminous star? Yet
when a drop is stirred it can emulate the waves of the sea, and
when an atom falls within a ray it can manifest the existence
of light. This is our station and our rank.

Therefore, O loved ones of God, come, let us embrace one
another and become of those who circle round the Throne,
and through supplication, imploring, detachment, attraction
and enkindlement, may we attain to true servitude at the Sa-
cred Threshold, so that the holy fragrances of sanctification,
purification, divine spirituality, self-effacement, humility and
lowliness may perfume the world of being. And upon you be
greetings and praise.

O ye beloved of God! Take ye counsel together in all mat-
ters, and seek ye each other’s opinion. Put into force whatever
comes forth from consultation, whether it agrees with your
own opinion or not, for the meaning of consultation is that
whatever the gathering agrees upon should be carried out, and
wisdom must be observed in all cases, since wisdom is one of
the explicit texts of the Book.

6 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ghulam-Husayn Bunabi, in Tiflis

O servant of God! You asked about the infallibility of past
Prophets. The Holy Manifestations “speak not from desire -
it is naught but revelation revealed” They are the Manifes-
tation and “God will make Himself known to you, nay rather
the Self of God standing with His laws.” They are sanctified
above the comprehension of all else and holy beyond the imag-
inings of the doubtful and suspicious. Refer to the divine texts
which explicitly mention their Most Great Infallibility, both
in the writings of the Exalted One and the clear verses of the
Blessed Beauty, including the Visitation Tablet for the Prince
of Martyrs, upon him be greetings and praise.

As for the matter of “Adam disobeyed” and the verse “that
which preceded of thy sin and that which followed” - this sta-
tion is where “the good deeds of the righteous are the sins of
those drawn nigh” and “thy very existence is a sin that no sin
can encompass.” A breath on the mirror appears, and imag-
inary dust in the eye causes distress. The Exalted One says
“even thy seeking nearness to Me is like the misbelief of oth-
ers.” Now, God forbid one should say that seeking nearness
to God is sin and misbelief, and therefore the Holy Manifesta-
tions are not the embodiment of the Most Great Infallibility. I
seek God’s forgiveness from this! They are infallible, protected,
holy and preserved.

”

The second question concerneth the conception of the Blessed
Mary through the Holy Spirit. This matter is established
and admitted; yet certain philosophers of Europe have raised
doubts concerning it, have deemed a birth without a father to
be impossible and nonexistent, and have considered this their
proof: that generation and reproduction are conditioned upon
the union of the living elements of the loins with the seeds of
the womb. Thus do they speak. Yet, on the other hand, these
very philosophers of Europe hold that the globe of the earth
is originated in time. They say that in the beginning it was a
flaming mass of fire; that, little by little, its heat was dissipated
and a crust appeared; that this crust gradually thickened and
attained moderation; and that thereafter plant, animal, and
man came into being and were born. They even say that, ac-
cording to the science of the strata of the earth, it is established
and ascertained which of the animals preceded another in the
process of formation.
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In brief, the philosophers and men of science of Furope enter-
tain no doubt whatever regarding the origination of the three
kingdoms; nay, they insist upon it with remarkable firmness.
In that case, according to their own belief, the first man came
into being and was born without father or mother. Despite
this admission and acknowledgement, how can they regard
with wonder and astonishment the birth of Christ through the
bounty of the Holy Spirit? For He, at least, had a mother,
whereas the first-born man was without father and without
mother. “Wherefore take heed, O ye endued with insight!”

As for the matter of no explicit mention of the Ancient Beauty
in previous scripture - this is not unique to the Ancient Beauty.
The Gospel contains no explicit text about the Seal of the
Prophets, nor do the verses of the Torah explicitly mention
Christ. Yet all of the Torah speaks of Christ, all of the Gospel
tells of the noble Prophet’s advent, all of the Quran contains
texts about the First Point, and all of the Bayan speaks of the
appearance of the Most Glorious Beauty. But “none knows
its interpretation save God and those firm in knowledge.” The
wisdom of this hidden mystery is that without it, the Day of
Separation would not be realized, “Be ye separated this day,
O ye sinners” would not be manifest, the intimate and the
deprived would not be distinguished, and the truthful and false
would not be set apart. Thus this mystery and interpretation
becomes a barrier of glory: “The stranger finds no way to the
intimate. When the pretender wished to enter the sanctuary
of mystery, the hand of the unseen came and struck the breast
of the uninitiated.”

; As for your question about meeting in dreams - consider

dreams like wakefulness. Often two people meet and converse
with each other; one remembers while the other completely
forgets. It is the same in the dream world. The cause of
forgetting is that the matter is not preserved as it should be
in the faculty of memory.

O kind friend! The occupations and concerns of Abdul-Baha
are endless, yet questions constantly arrive from all directions.
If T wished to give even a single point in answer to each ques-
tion, I swear by the life of the friends I would not have time.
Consider then how great must be the love in Abdul-Baha’s
heart for you that he wrote answers to four questions. Convey
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to all the friends and loved ones the Most Glorious Ancient
Greetings, and upon you be greetings and praise.

KSHK#25x, ADMS#222x

)y il e 5 1 E

MMK6#504x, AVK1.324x, AVK2.049,
AVK2.186.18x, MAS2.081x, MAS9.004,
MSHR5.075-077

AB00356

To: Fatimih Baygum, wife of Sultanush-Shuhada et al.

The Ancient Beauty and Most Great Name - may my spirit,
my being and my essence be sacrificed for His dust - in every
moment endured pain and sorrow. At times He was captive to
cruelty, at times the target of calamity’s arrows. Sometimes
He wandered from wilderness to wilderness, sometimes He was
afflicted with endless trials. For a time He was companion
to chains and fetters and painful torment in Amul, and for
a time He was intimate with base enemies. One day He en-
countered tribulation in Karbila, one night He rested in the
embrace of hardships in the camp of afflictions. One day He
hurried barefoot in chains from Shimiran to Tehran, spending
four months in prison with fetters and shackles, every moment
under threat of sword and arrow. Sometimes He was exiled
to Iraq, sometimes He wandered Kurdistan, finding compan-
ionship with wild beasts and birds of the wilderness. For a
long time and many years in Baghdad He was surrounded by
hostile forces and in severest trials and tribulations. Every day
brought a new affliction and every night a grievous calamity.
He found not a moment’s ease or rest.

2 Then He was exiled to the great city and became the target
of grave calumnies. The most prominent and distinguished
men all sought to humiliate Him and the pillars of nations
thought to destroy Him. Then they banished Him to the Land
of Mystery where He was immersed in great hardships and
painful torment.

One who had been nurtured from the beginning in the em-
brace of His loving-kindness and shown every kind of tender
care rose up with utmost hatred and, like a host of calami-
ties, attacked. He intended to shed His pure blood and like a
serpent bit that sacred form, then began to wail and lament,
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raised cries of being wronged, claimed to be oppressed and vic-
timized, let out moans and cries, began to sob and wail. Like
Joseph’s envious brothers he cast that Joseph of the Egypt of
existence into the dark pit of the well, then raised cries and
laments, wept and wailed, and “came to their father in the
evening, weeping.” Then he became intimate with strangers
and friendly with enemies, attributed sedition and corruption
to the Peerless Beauty and placed forged documents in the
hands of the malicious, so that the candle of the Concourse
on High would be extinguished and the ways of the Supreme
Concourse forgotten, the Sun of Unity would set and the Sun
of Truth decline, the verse of guidance be abrogated and the
festival of the Day of the Covenant be annulled.

As a result, the means for the Most Great Prison were ar-
ranged and grievous calamity occurred. The Wronged One of
the horizons fell captive to the people of discord and every hour
brought new trials and tribulations. All doors were shut and
all paths cut off. Arrows of cruelty rained down unceasingly
from all countries of the world like rain, and swords of malice
from the hosts of humanity struck that defenseless Form. In
every breath He was caught in someone’s cruel oppression and
in every moment He was captive and imprisoned in pain and
sorrow, until He hid His face from the contingent realm and
shone forth from the dawning-place of the placeless realm.

Now from the horizon of the Kingdom He watches how the
hosts of earth assail His lone servant and how waves of tribula-
tion surge against His solitary bondsman. I swear by His sacred
Being that the eyes of the Concourse on High are in severest
weeping, and the hearts of the denizens of the most glorious
Kingdom affect the realities of earth and heaven, for the trials
of this servant are, as you know and see, beyond counting.

Therefore be not sorrowful at this calamity that has occurred
and be not grieved at this tragedy that has taken place. Set
your hearts on the grace and loving-kindness of the Ancient
Beauty - may my spirit, my being and my essence be sacrificed
for His loved ones. Be gladdened by His glad-tidings and de-
lighted by His bestowals. His ocean of favors is endless and
the fragrances of His bounty spread from every direction. His
glance of mercy is all-embracing and the outpouring of His
grace is perfect - especially for you who are the survivors of
His Holiness the King of Martyrs and the oppressed ones in
the path of the Lord of Grandeur. Special glances of grace are
directed to you and designated rays of bounty stream upon you.
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Therefore thank the Intended Lord that you are confirmed in
these favors and assisted by this bounty.

And the Glory be upon you, O family of the King of Martyrs!

BSW#11.11x, LOTW#31

atlolabe JTL e Sl

NURA#31, MMK4#049 p.052

AB00361

To: Rahmani Farani, Khalil et al.

O merciful friends! His Holiness the Name of God wrote and
sent a letter mentioning those divine friends. From reading
that letter and observing the names of the beloved ones, infinite
joy and delight were obtained, for praise be to God, in those
regions in every spot someone is arising and in constant service,
faces illumined with the light of the love of God, hearts glad-
dened by the glad-tidings of God and made merciful, tongues
speaking in remembrance of Truth, nostrils perfumed by in-
haling the fragrance of the divine rose garden, and breasts
expanded and enlightened by divine remembrance.

In brief, these are days of test. The divine friends must resist
the winds of trials with utmost steadfastness. In the Qur’an
it states: “Do they not see that they are tried every year once
or twice?” Always is the touchstone of tests present, and pure
gold becomes distinct from adulterated copper. The divine
friends, being from the mine of the All-Merciful, must surely
shine forth in the fire of tests and manifest boundless delicacy
and sweetness. The thunderbolts of these tests have fallen
upon the Center of the Covenant. Praise be to God that until
now He has remained firm, steadfast, standing and resistant.
It is hoped that henceforth too He shall be assisted to remain
steadfast in this mighty Cause, and that the divine friends
shall each, like a mighty mountain, demonstrate firmness and
diffuse the divine fragrances.

They shall not seek a minute’s rest, nor search for a moment’s
repose. They shall not be disturbed by any calamity, nor
shaken by any affliction, for the Cause is mighty and resis-
tance to all the earth and the education and guidance of all
regions surely makes such souls the target of a hundred thou-
sand calamities and subject to a thousand kinds of trials. Yet
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boundless confirmation and success also come. The battle is
fierce, but the victory of the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
is also mighty.

In brief, each of the divine friends must become, in every
spot, a brilliant lamp and bestow the lights of divine guid-
ance. Whatever events and occurrences may transpire, they
must never waver or become disturbed. Rather, moment by
moment, they must increase in steadfastness and firmness.

O friends! I counsel you and exhort you to appreciate this di-
vine bestowal, that in this mighty century, the Age of Splendor,
you have been gathered beneath the shade of the Luminary of
the horizons and in the gathering of the manifestation, you
have witnessed the greatest signs and become the object of
praise and honor of the Supreme Concourse. And whatever
divine tests and trials occur in this Holy Land, never let any
dust settle upon your hearts. Rather, with perfect steadfast-
ness and in a spirit of joy and fragrance, raise high the call
of the All-Merciful, that you may find the doors of confirma-
tion opened from all directions and witness the evident and
manifest traces of the Lord’s bounty.

The people of the Most Glorious Kingdom are waiting for the
fire of the love of God to blaze so intensely in the region of
Khurasan that its flames will reach the horizons. The choice
now rests with you.

O my God! O my God! These are servants whom no blame
of any blamer hath deterred, no oppressor’s power hath pre-
vented, no veils of the heedless have kept from gazing upon
Thee and sacrificing their spirits before Thee and placing their
trust in Thee. Rather, whenever the fires of torment blazed
fiercer, they found them as sweet water in Thy path, and when-
ever the winds of tests blew more severely, they increased in
steadfastness and firmness in Thy Cause. They have suppli-
cated Thee in the darkness of black nights and beseeched Thy
realm of mercy at morn and eventide. They have been enkin-
dled with the fire of Thy love amongst all creatures, have spo-
ken Thy praise in the supreme gatherings, and have called to
Thy Kingdom in all regions, until they became the target of
every tribulation and the mark for the arrows of trials, and fell
under the oppression of the wicked ones who committed against
them every injustice and wrong. Yet they never faltered in love
and loyalty, but remained firm in Thy love with the firmness of
towering mountains and stakes, were content with Thy decree,
and surrendered themselves to every overwhelming calamity
out of love for Thy beauty.
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O Lord! Aid them in all affairs, assist them to exalt Thy Word,
to diffuse Thy fragrances, to spread abroad Thy teachings and
bestow Thy gifts throughout all regions and lands. Verily Thou
art the Mighty, the Chosen One, and verily Thou art the Gen-
erous, the Merciful, the Bestower.
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AB00377

To: Aqa Mirza Mahmud et al., in Shiraz

O friends of God! The city of Shiraz is connected with the Self-
Subsisting; it is the native land of the One Who hath unraveled
a myriad mysteries unto the people of communion. From that
place the luminous Moon hath ascended, and from that clime
the radiant Morn hath shone forth. From that splendorous
region did the Herald of the Blessed Beauty raise the divine call,
bearing unto East and West alike—with the most wondrous of
utterances revealed in His Qayyumu’l-Asma —the glad-tidings
of the Promised One of the Bayan. It was in that land that
the first summons was lifted up to the highest heaven, and
the blessed concourse cried out these words: “O Thou our
Lord! We verily have heard a summoner calling to faith, saying
‘Believe in your Lord,” so we believed”!. Praised be God, for
that land is now illumined with the light of understanding, and
her earth irradiated with the rays of divine bounty.

Souls have been raised up in that land who are the embodiment
of sincerity and the envy of all who dwell on earth. Now the
utmost desire of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is that they may become, in all
things, the manifestations of the bounties of the Incomparable
Lord. May they raise a standard that will surge across the
horizons; spread wings that will reach the most exalted heights;
open their lips in speech that will breathe life into decaying
bones; inspire a spirit that will bestow eternal life upon lifeless
souls; plant a tree that will cast its shade upon all creation;
raise a pavilion that will shelter all regions; create waves that
will scatter hidden pearls and treasured gems; adorn a rose
garden that will perfume the nostrils of the yearning ones with
the fragrance of divine mysteries; kindle a light that will give
everlasting illumination; raise up an army that will conquer the

1Qur’an 3:193.
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cities of hearts; and prepare a feast that will bestow eternal joy
and gladness.

Therefore, each one of the loved ones of God must take up
the lute and reed, and with a wondrous melody, raise song
and music in this divine garden, creating ecstasy and rapture.
They must be eloquent speakers and heralds, and in the ut-
most joy and gladness, recite the verses of guidance and in-
terpret the words sent down from the heaven of praise and
glorification, sending their exaltation and sanctification to the
Supreme Kingdom. The Most Glorious Splendor be upon you.

O my God, my God! Verily, Thy chosen ones and Thy faithful
ones are scattered throughout the lands and dispersed among
the servants. They are oppressed by the people of tyranny, and
wronged by those filled with hatred and malice. O my God,
they have ever lain in wait for them, shooting at them with
piercing arrows, hurling darts at them, and drawing swords
against them with all hostility. O Lord! Protect them through
Thy guardian angels, preserve them beneath the shelter of Thy
watchful eye, encompass them with the glances of Thy mercy,
strengthen them to guide Thy creation, aid them to serve at
Thy Sacred Threshold, assist them with the hosts of the unseen,
shield them from the evil of the doubtful ones, and refresh them
with the rain from the clouds of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art
the All-Generous, verily, Thou art the Merciful, and verily,
Thou art God, the Lord of great bounty.
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AB00371

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Two of your letters arrived one
after another. The content of one detailed a forged document
and the arrest of a deceitful person, proving the innocence of
the friends of God. Glory be to God! These calumnies have oc-
curred repeatedly, and finally it became clear that the divine
friends are innocent and free from such satanic whisperings,
and remain steadfast in their loyalty to government and na-
tion. The purpose of such documents and fabrications is to
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deny the clear signs and shed the pure blood of the people of
salvation. Despite this, suspicions and delusions persist. If this
oppressive ignorant person had not been caught by the police
and investigators at the time of committing the crime, what
upheaval and calamity there would have been! Praise be to
God that the protective power of Truth made the criminal no-
torious before all. “If God helps you, none can overcome you;
and if He forsakes you, who is there that can help you after
Him?”

As for the matter of publicity through photographs, it is very
strange and absolutely not permitted. Regarding the matter
of his honor, my brother Aqa Mirza Valiyu’llah, coming and
going to the house causes no harm, and if he can obtain a
position, that would be appropriate. Nevertheless, he should
strive to learn English, and if he is determined to go to America
and commits to studying for a short period and returning, and
conducts himself there in such a way as to cause people to
become aware and take heed, this too is permissible. But this
is not a command, it is based on what is expedient.

As for the matter of this servant’s tribulations, the friends of
God should not preoccupy themselves with heartfelt grief, for
I have grown accustomed to trials, afflictions and calamities.
When brothers rose up in oppression and separated themselves,
I formed a brotherhood with trials and tribulations. Now
praise be to God that I have such dear brothers who are truly
my companions and confidants and a source of heart’s comfort.
If these pains and trials did not exist, what service would we
have in God’s path and what servitude at the Sacred Thresh-
old? Time would pass idly without fruit or result. Now praise
be to God the tree of existence bears fruit and the dawn-time
sighs have effect. Therefore the divine friends should not re-
main affected and saddened, but rather attend to their service
and strive with heart and soul and sacrifice themselves.

The Holy Shrine is inevitably subject to storms at all times -
sometimes they lessen and sometimes intensify. The point is
that this pleasure and delight is continuous and praise be to
God it is productive and fruitful. So why should one sigh and
lament and become companion to anxiety and distress with
weeping eyes and burning heart? The apostles of Christ (may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him) saw Him upon the cross. If
they had occupied themselves with sighs and moans, how could
they have perfumed the horizons with the fragrance of the love
of God? This is why they united and saw the day of the setting
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of the Sun of Truth from the eternal horizon, and arose to serve
and illumined the world.

Thus it became clear that even the calamities befalling the
Holy Manifestations of God should not cause intense grief, let
alone for ones like us. In the words of the late Mulla ‘Abdu’r-
Rahim, “But the essence of the matter and the pulse of the
question” is that the friends of God must occupy themselves
with spreading the divine fragrances, not with shedding tears,
nor preoccupation with sighs and regrets, nor immersion in the
sea of stupor. This is the reality of the situation.

i Regarding the publication of books that you wrote about, any

book that is published must be with the permission and ap-
proval of the government. Indeed, by the definitive text of the
Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones),
absolutely nothing, small or great, should be done without the
permission and approval of the government. Whoever makes
the slightest move without government permission has opposed
the Blessed Command and no excuse from them is acceptable.
This is a divine matter, not children’s play that someone might
consider good and measure by their own mind’s standard and
deem beneficial. Minds are like dust, and divine commands are
the texts of the Lord of Lords. How can dust compete with
heavenly bounties? By thy life, this is evident delusion and all
who oppose will fall into clear loss.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB00389

To: Aga Siyyid Rustam (Guran), in Kuran

O honored Siyyid! Although the greatest medicine was sent
before, which was the antidote to every sting and the healing
remedy for the ailments of both stranger and kin - and that
was a letter addressed to the eternal majesty and sovereignty
of the King - we informed that faithful friend that the horizon
of reality has been adorned by the appearance of that Sun
of the divine realm, and such a radiance appeared that the
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great resurrection was established and the supreme judgment
day became manifest. The realities of all things emerged from
their hidden state into the realm of manifestation through its
heat, and the existence of all atoms became evident.

The divine festival was established and the celestial musician
began its melody. The eloquent nightingale arose in praise of
the peerless Lord, and the birds of the meadow, from cypress
to jasmine, composed a wondrous tune in glorification of the
Sun of the heaven of oneness, crying out loudly “Glory be to
the Holy One, Lord of the angels and the Spirit!” Through this
divine anthem the gathering of the Merciful was stirred, and
in the monasteries of the Kingdom the verses of sanctification
were chanted. The Concourse on High was moved to rapture
by this melody, and the dwellers of the most glorious Kingdom
opened their lips in praise of that peerless Beloved in utmost
joy and attraction.

Commotion spread through all regions and trembling appeared
in the pillars of the world. The call of Truth set all climes in
motion and the fame of this mighty Cause was raised in every
land. Despite this, Guran, which was the domain of the King
of men and the realm of love and affection, the dawning-place
of bounty, has until now shown no movement, no stirring, no
vibration, no joy or delight, no attraction or ecstasy, no world-
consuming flame and no night-illumining candle. Yet every
matter has its appointed time and every bounty its season.
Now the appointed time of the known day has come and the
holy fragrances have perfumed the nostrils of that chief of the
mystics.

I hope from God’s grace that you will kindle such a fire that its
flame and heat will reach the Supreme Concourse, and spread
such a sweet fragrance that its scent will reach the gardens of
the most glorious Kingdom. Raise such a cry that you will
move the pillars of Guran and set aflame the cold hearts with
the fire of the love of God. Make the blind seeing, the deaf
hearing, and the mute speaking. Bring the dead to life and
make the withered fresh and verdant. Make the silent bird
crow like the cockerel of the highest paradise and attune it
to the divine inspirations of the unseen realm of God’s King-
dom. In that gathering, display such a countenance that its
beauty and grace will bring lovers to ecstasy and rapture for
all eternity. Set the harp of truth to music and take up the
strings of guidance, playing such melodies that will move the
hardest stone, set dry grass swaying, bestow eternal life upon
dead souls, awaken heedless hearts and make them privy to
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mysteries. Light such a candle that its radiance will reach the
eternal world and its rays will endure forever in the everlasting
Kingdom.

This is the work that matters - all else is delusion, unstable,
restless, fruitless, and has the qualities of rock and stone. Con-
sider how many souls have come into the world and fallen into
the bonds of transient glory, what hardships they endured and
what toils they bore, yet in the end they hastened to the world
of silence, not recognizing the worth of eternal glory and the
human realm. They were erased and annihilated, silenced and
extinguished - no trace, no fruit, no permanence, no faithful-
ness, no purity, no spirit and fragrance, no nearness to the
divine court, no approach to the divine threshold, no joy, no
gladness. This is the ultimate condition of the sleeping ones
and the final state of the heedless.

; But consider - a candle that is lit in the divine sanctuary will

illuminate the gathering of the world with its light, and its ef-
fect will remain in the world. It is an eternal and everlasting
witness to every assembly in the human world, enduring and
established forever. This is divine eternal glory, and this is ev-
erlasting spiritual sovereignty. Blessed is the soul that attains
to it.

And upon you be the Glory.
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To: Hasan Khurasani, in Egypt

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Due to the severity
of tribulations, trials and intense calamities, and in utmost
physical weakness, I write this brief account, as a detailed one
would not be prudent, since I am under severe surveillance by
the government. Even writing these few words goes against
wisdom, but out of love for you, I close my eyes to all dangers.

Currently, secret police are stationed around the house main-
taining complete vigilance, therefore correspondence is cut off.
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Yet the honored brothers are in utmost joy and freely commu-
nicate everywhere, holding great celebrations and festivities.

In brief, they created this corruption, and most of it was done
by Mirza Badi, who was secretly engaged in corruption with
utmost deceit and trickery, reporting all our affairs, even minor
internal matters, to the outside. By your precious life, if I were
to write about his corruption and sedition, it would fill a book,
but wisdom does not permit it now. In any case, this was his
third repentance - I accepted it for your sake, paid all his debts
and loans, and provided for his comfort and ease in every way.
Yet he did this again, and when the fire of corruption was lit
and police came to the house and some were imprisoned, he
became certain that matters had gone too far.

He began creating means of separation that could not be borne.
Messages were repeatedly sent with utmost pleasure saying
that matters had reached this point, that he was in great dan-
ger, that whatever could be done would not be lacking, God
willing, and to please forgive him to God - but it was of no use,
and every hour some new treachery would appear.

Consider what fire ‘Abdu’l-Baha was burning in - police around
the house, government interventions occurring hourly, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha being taken to government offices for questioning, and
inside the house the honored brother engaged in spying and
creating outside corruption, shamelessly and brazenly investi-
gating everything. Finally he was told: For God’s sake, leave
us alone - you have brought us to the edge of the grave, enough!

These are the severe events and great calamities. Now the
honored brothers are in utmost joy and delight while we are
in utmost trials, calamities and tribulations. They constantly
send mail to various places while our communications are com-
pletely cut off. We are in two prisons - the prison of Akka
and the prison of being confined from all directions - and in
very great danger. The sister and all the women are in utmost
distress for ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s sake. I constantly comfort them,
but ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in utmost joy from these calamities, being
privileged to encounter these trials in God’s path, and God
willing, will be privileged to sacrifice his life.
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In any case, O spiritual friend, this is the time for steadfastness,
strength and power. Never be saddened, never be discouraged.
With a firm heart and conquering strength, arise to preserve
and protect the Word of God. Even if ‘Abdu’l-Baha falls into
the sea, or is afflicted in the furthest parts of Africa, or is
hanged on the gallows, you must never falter, become weary
or saddened. Like the apostles of Christ, engage in spreading
the divine fragrances and arise to exalt the Word of God. Never
be discouraged by nations and governments - be well-wishers of
all nations and peoples, serve all sincerely and wholeheartedly,
and pray for the good of all. Whatever befalls us is divine
decree and the corruption of the Covenant-breaking brothers,
and we eagerly seek trials in God’s path.

In any case, convey loving greetings to all the friends of God,
and if you deem it wise, read this letter in the presence of the
friends so they may become aware of a portion of the hatred
and enmity of the unfaithful ones. This is written briefly - if
opportunity and time permit, a detailed account will be writ-
ten. The relatives of this prisoner who have come to Egypt
and Alexandria express utmost joy and gratitude toward you,
and express great embarrassment for the troubles caused you.

And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abbas.
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AB00390

To: Mirza Haji Aqa Tabib

O learned and sagacious physician! The narrators of tradition
relate that the Luminary of Hijaz and the Sun of Yathrib, the
Beauty of Muhammad - may the spirit of those drawn nigh be
a sacrifice unto Him - declared: “Knowledge is of two kinds:
knowledge of bodies and knowledge of religions.” In this au-
thentic tradition there is a clear definition and description of
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medicine, for it is given precedence over religious knowledge,
and no greater praise than this could exist.

The learned were bewildered and perplexed by the implications
of this tradition, for given that the medicine of Socrates and
Hippocrates and the wisdom of Galen and Heraclitus pertain
to the physical, while divine laws and heavenly religions con-
stitute spiritual medicine and divine wisdom, how could the
physical take precedence over the spiritual, and the health and
wellbeing of bodies be given priority over souls? All were struck
with wonderment. After careful investigation, they concluded
that the performance of worship and obligatory devotions de-
pends upon bodily health and wellbeing. If the body is frail,
the frame sick, the limbs weak and feeble, the constitution
disturbed and deficient, no strength remains for worship and
obligatory devotions cannot be performed. Rather, the facul-
ties become impaired and the senses suspended. The attain-
ment of spiritual health and wellbeing, and the manifestation
of inner peace and tranquility, are contingent upon and con-
ditional on the balance of the physical constitution - that is,
dependent upon knowledge thereof. Hence in the tradition it
is given precedence.

Though this meaning is sufficient and is indeed an elegant ex-
planation, another meaning more subtle than this also comes
to mind, which is that this matter - namely divine guidance -
in all heavenly books and scriptures, and among all seekers of
truth and the wise ones and those versed in the infinite divine
mysteries, is established and accepted as the most important of
matters and the greatest of objectives. Those souls who arise
to guide humanity shine forth from the horizon of creation like
brilliant stars, for they are manifestations of divine wisdom
and dawning-places of eternal life.

And since between physical medicine and spiritual wisdom
there exists perfect correspondence and true similarity, exact
in every detail, such that even the particular points between
these two sciences are in complete agreement and harmony -
there being absolutely no difference or disparity in the diagno-
sis of illnesses, the balancing of constitution, the arrangement
of treatment, the care of the sick and ailing, and the kindness
shown to the infirm and bedridden - therefore the spiritual
physician who must arise to treat souls sick with inner maladies
should take his cue from physical medicine in all treatments
and proceed accordingly. For example, he should first diagnose
the illness of each soul and discover its temperament, capacity
and receptivity, arrange treatment on that basis, and show the
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utmost consideration and kindness. He should truly be benev-
olent and caring toward the sick and ailing, not rejecting and
banishing them when he sees their illness is severe, nor deal-
ing with them harshly. Rather, he should strive to the extent
possible for their health, and when he becomes helpless and ob-
serves resistance to treatment, he should leave them be. Since
in this Most Great Cycle the standard of conduct, speech and
deeds of the loved ones of God follows this pattern, and since
inner healing must be compared and aligned with outer healing,
therefore in the tradition physical healing is given precedence,
as it serves as the measure for practice and comparison, and
the standard must needs come first.

Therefore, O wise physician, if you seek complete proficiency
and comprehensive wisdom, combine both forms of healing and
soar with these two wings - that is, be a physician of bodies and
a healer of hearts and a doctor of souls. Be an effective remedy
for the sick body of the world and a beneficial medicine for
humanity’s weak constitution. Become the supreme antidote
to the poison of ignorance and heedlessness, and the honored
remedy for the venom of veiling and ill conduct. Then you
will shine like the sun from the horizon of divine healing and
rise like the radiant moon from the dawning-place of heavenly
wisdom, bestowing spiritual life and eternal existence. The
glory be upon you and upon those who heal hearts through
the breaths of God.
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To: Rais Ali Nagi et al., in Zargan

My spiritual friends, after Mahmud and Ahmad propagated
the Cause of God in India and endured hardships and sac-
rificed themselves in the path of the Divine Unity, and suc-
ceeded in guiding some of the people of that land, they arrived
at the Holy Shrine and attained the blessing of kissing its sa-
cred threshold. During this time, they requested the writing of
a letter addressed to the friends in Zarqan, remembering their
fellow countrymen. I also found these sentiments of theirs to
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arise from the attractions of merciful hearts, therefore I under-
took writing this letter so you would know how dear you are in
this gathering and how steadfast and constant ‘Abdu’l-Baha
remains in love and praise.

With my soul I long for the friends and with my eyes and heart
I yearn to see them. I beseech assistance and grace from the
threshold of the Lord, and from the bounty and gift of the In-
comparable Lord, I seek the manifestation and appearance of
grace and beauty - so that each of the friends may shine like
the moon with the light of guidance, become intoxicated from
the overflowing cup of the Most Great Bounty, and with goblet
in hand, dancing in the gathering of the world, spread the holy
fragrances and chant verses of fellowship and harmony among
people. God willing, may the dense cloud of terror and dread,
discord and hatred, enmity and injustice vanish from the hori-
zon of the world, and may the Sun of Truth shine upon the
horizons of existence with utmost sweetness and power. May
the world become another world, and may the realm of creation
seek new beauty and adornment. May the Most Glorious Par-
adise pitch its tent on the dusty earth, and may the Lote Tree
of the Furthermost Boundary cast its shadow upon all hori-
zons. The Beloved of this bounty will appear in the gathering
of the world when action and conduct accord with the coun-
sels and admonitions of the Blessed Beauty. The friends must,
like honey, sweeten every palate, and like clouds bestow mighty
bounty upon every land. Like stars they must give light to East
and West, and like the sea surge upon every shore, scattering
the pearls of divine gifts. They must mingle with the people of
the world with truthfulness, love, sincerity and kindness, cre-
ating enthusiasm and rapture, diffusing sweet fragrance and
pouring forth refined sugar. In the school of reality they must
learn lessons and make the teacher of love their first instructor,
so that children may reach the stage of maturity and growth,
the destitute may gain wealth, captives may be freed, the sor-
rowful may become joyous, the bereft may find the eternal
treasure, and the lost may find the path of guidance.

O friends! Arise with heart and soul, engage in exalting the
Word of God, and arise to guide the peoples. Wisdom consists
in being steadfast in teaching, not in silence and quiet and fear
and dread. Upon you be the spirit and glory and greetings and
praise.
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To: Afnan, Muhammad Bagir et al.

O ye who are steadfast in the Covenant! His Holiness Ismu’llah
al-Mahdi—upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God and
upon him be the Most Exalted Praise of God—hath mentioned
those faithful friends in his spiritual letter with utmost joy and
gladness, and hath offered the highest praise, that praise be to
God, each one of you is a brilliant lamp in the gathering of the
love of God, and a witness in the rose-garden of the knowledge
of God, and in the assemblies of remembrance, intoxicated with
the wine of “Am I not your Lord?”, singing hymns in praise of
the Most Great Name. With one hand holding the cup of the
wine of the Covenant, and the other embracing the Beloved
of the Dawn, ye pass your days dancing, clapping, whirling,
laughing and rejoicing in the hidden favors of the Luminary of
the horizons. O what joy be unto you! O what delight be unto
you! O what rapture be unto you! For ye have attained to
a station envied by the honored ones of past ages and future
centuries and cycles.

They requested a special, explicitly written letter for each one,
and this servant’s utmost desire is to occupy himself with men-
tioning the divine friends one by one, but what can be done
when there is not a moment’s respite in this cage? Night and
morning, dawn and dusk, abundant occupations and impor-
tant affairs, confrontation with the masses, and the accumula-
tion of letters from all regions prevent addressing individuals
separately. Therefore, it is hoped that the divine loved ones,
from their great character, will overlook this shortcoming and
spread this servant’s written letter like a general feast, and all
may sit at this table with perfect fellowship, love, joy, delight,
unity and harmony, partaking of the spiritual food from the
heavenly table. It is sweeter, more delicious, more pleasant
and more agreeable to sit together at the feast and partake of
the bounties than for each to take provisions separately in a
corner. And these are examples We set forth for the people
that they may be excused.

O divine friends! I pass not a moment nor draw a breath ex-
cept that I illuminate my heart with the remembrance of your
faces and perfume my nostrils with your fragrance. In the
days of standing before the Holy Shrine, the remembrance of
the friends surges like a boundless ocean in this yearning heart,
and I offer prayers in supplication: “O Thou Self-Sufficing One!
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Grant these birds of the meadow flight, attune these nightin-
gales of the rose-garden to sing melodies, and make them con-
fidants of the melody of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. Cast
ecstasy and joy into the hearts, and infuse attraction and rap-
ture in the souls and spirits, that each one may begin rejoicing
with harp and drum and reed-pipe, and may praise Thy at-
tributes until the temple of the world is set in motion and
conveys, with exultation and tumult, the divine melody to the
Most Glorious Kingdom.”

O divine friends! He hath spoken of “a goodly land and a
forgiving Lord” and counted this among the greatest bounties.
Now, praise be to God, ye have found a prosperous land, a
forgiving Lord, abundant grace, an unfurled banner, and a cup
whose mixture was of camphor. It is then obvious how much
gratitude ye must show. Smile like lightning and weep with
joy like rain clouds, bloom like roses and grow tall like cypress
trees, and sing like nightingales until ye bring all horizons to
attraction and rapture, and bring the world to ecstasy and joy.
Make the expanse of earth the Most Glorious Paradise and the
blue vault of heaven the luminous court of His Holiness the
Most Exalted. That is, may each of you become a radiant sun
and a shining moon. And this is not difficult for the bounty of
our Most Glorious Beloved.
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To: Muhammad Tagi (Jasb) et al., in Kurugan

O faithful friends of the Most Glorious Beauty! In this tumult
and clamor raised by the mindless ones, you have fallen into
great difficulties and been afflicted with severe trials. The igno-
rant and oppressive group arose and sought conflict and strife,
arraying the field of oppression with the hosts and armies of
rebellion. “Whenever they kindle the fire of war, God extin-
guishes it.” They held nothing back within their power and
perpetrated every injury and cruelty.
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Praise be to God, divine victory was manifested in that field,
extinguishing the fires of sedition and corruption and subdu-
ing the flames of the rage of the savage ones. Divine aid and
grace provided protection and preservation, and care and shel-
ter, until the divine party achieved victory and triumph. Hid-
den inspirations awakened and alerted the hearts of those in
authority to maintain justice and fairness and remove oppres-
sion and tyranny. The favors of His Imperial Majesty and the
justice of His Excellency the Prime Minister were made mani-
fest and truth became evident and established.

Now, O divine friends, do not confront the oppressive party
with enmity and do not extend the hand of aggression to repel
harm. Meet cruelty with faithfulness and respond to injury
with love. Observe and practice the utmost kindness, patience,
forbearance, endurance and good conduct. Whatever the re-
bellious party does, the harmful consequences will return to
them. Like one who throws a stone straight up at the sky to-
ward an innocent bird - that stone will fall from the air onto
his own head.

Therefore one must show mercy and kindness to the rebellious
party, for they have wronged themselves and become defeated,
overcome, betrayed and oppressed by their own commanding
self. They are oppressed - one must show mercy and compas-
sion, and arise with such faithfulness as to become a balm for
the wounds of those helpless ones and a remedy for the pain
of those sufferers.

Consider how oppressed they are, caught in the grip of an en-
emy - that is, the commanding self, which like a predatory ea-
gle swoops down upon the helpless sparrow. This commanding
self attacks with boundless ferocity, and these helpless ones re-
main captive, without helper or protector, abased and despised,
falling to the lowest depths of abasement, disgrace and eternal
loss. Therefore one must help the captives and become an aid
and protector to the helpless.

; The point is that the divine friends must deal with the mak-

ers of tumult and companions of uproar with the utmost love
and faithfulness, that perhaps, God willing, it may cause their
awakening and education.

Glory be to God! When the ignorant transgress, they consider
themselves victorious and triumphant, while in fact there is no
greater defeat and subjugation than this. Is there any abase-
ment and degradation greater than attacking people? No, by
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God! But the savage ones take pride in it. Woe to them from
this evident loss!

You, O divine friends, should offer a hundred thousand thanks-
givings in every moment to the threshold of the One, for praise
be to God, you have become the target of the oppression of the
ignorant in the divine path and exposed to the transgression
of the mindless ones in the way of truth. And upon you be
greetings and praise.

Mo e b Tl Jlad) o800
) O e

4.:‘;54 )‘JAM LIS IS L}‘ d\)l..a' 6\ L&
J-:.}.-ﬂ)b PORE! A{ .'\;LC f:'.\;b" ;,:.\»\ cg)lﬁ
:3>- ob)i_} MOWL’ (;wl )90 L;M
BRL_ DAK#0046, MKT9.226, MMKG6#132,
SFI118.015-016

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 147


http://www.bahai.org/r/656182094
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=114
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=99
https://oceanoflights.org/file/Publications-02_18.pdf#page=15




Study guide to this volume

The first of three large collections of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd’s undated writings, this volume is the longest
by word count and among the richest in thematic range. Undated writings present a particular
hermeneutic challenge: without a date or a specific historical occasion, the scholar must attend
closely to the internal development of the argument and to cross-references with the broader corpus.
What emerges is a picture of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé as a writer of remarkable variety—polemicist and mystic,
historian and pastor, exegete and story-teller. The volume includes the substantial Lawh-i-Ibn-i-
Abhar, a detailed historical account of the intrigues against the Cause in Constantinople; a luminous
prayer of submission and beneficence that treats Qur’anic interpretation, divine inspiration, and
the “Garden of Names”; a profound analysis of the hermeneutics of progressive revelation across
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; and a parable of extraordinary beauty about love, service, and
sacrifice. The institutional guidance on the Tarbiyat school and on the “full thousand years” before
a new Manifestation enriches the theological architecture of the whole. Running beneath all of these
is the central concern of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s ministry: the protection and animation of the Covenant.

The Covenant Under Siege: History, Intrigue, and the Power of
Truth

Key Passages

The Cycle of the Blessed Beauty is endless. Only after ages and epochs have passed, and
when entirely the Tablets, Books, Writings, invocations and traces of this Dispensation
shall have been effaced, to the degree that naught of the teachings of the Blessed Beauty
remaineth in men’s hands—then will a new Manifestation appear. Otherwise, so long
as the traces, Tablets, teachings, utterances, mysteries and lights of the Blessed Beauty
are manifest in the world of existence, there shall be no appearance, no rising, no forth-
going of another Dispensation. —
AB04989

By every artifice he seduced that same Jamal-i-Din, and made him, outwardly with all
apparent impartiality, confirm every one of those charges. So powerful was the effect
of this mischief that in the eyes of the ministers it became fully established and proved
that the only remedy for the extinction of all these seditions and tumults lay in the
annihilation of that company in ‘AkkA...
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The sum of the matter is this: by reason of the mischief and sedition they wrought
against these hapless exiles, they themselves were cast into the pit of everlasting abase-
ment: “He who diggeth a pit for the servants of God, God verily shall cast him therein.”
— AB04989

Friends and strangers alike know that, during the days of peril, the leader of these
people roamed throughout the land in the guise of a dervish and went about, bowl in
hand, asking for “alms for the sake of God”...

In the aftermath of the martyrdom of the Bab, and during the absence of the Desired
One, that unchaste one engaged in such a disgraceful act as would have been repulsive
even to the notorious Ghayur of Baghdad. That is, after the martyrdom of the Bab,
he wedded the wife of the Exalted One, the Mother of the Faithful, marriage to whom
had, according to His explicit statement, been forbidden to all. — ABO00050

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Ibn-i- Abhar is both a historical document and a defense of the Covenant. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé
narrates in close detail the campaign of Jamal-i-Din Afghani, Aqa Khan Kirmani, and Shaykh
Ahmad-i-Kirmani to persuade the Ottoman ministers to destroy the Baha’i community in ‘Akki—
a campaign that nearly succeeded. The account has the qualities of good history: specific names,
reconstructed dialogue, political context, and a clear account of how the plot was exposed and
defeated by an accidental chain of events. The theological lesson is explicit: those who dig pits for
the servants of God fall into them. This is a recurring biblical and Qur’anic pattern—Joseph and
his brothers, Haman and Mordecai, the persecutors of the early Church—in which the mechanism
of oppression becomes the instrument of the oppressor’s downfall. The companion letter AB00050,
addressed to Baha’i communities collectively, narrates the moral and spiritual failures of Mirza
Yahya (Azal), the half-brother who claimed leadership after the Bab’s execution and whose conduct
‘Abdu’l-Bahé recounts as evidence of spiritual vacancy. The detailed rebuttal is unusual in the
corpus— 'Abdu’l-Baha rarely dwells on opponents—but it serves a pastoral purpose: communities
facing organized opposition need to understand clearly the nature and history of what they face.
The statement on the “full thousand years” takes the reader beyond immediate polemic to the
vast sweep of prophetic time: the current Dispensation will endure as long as its traces remain in
human hands, a duration that defies ordinary calculation and places any premature claim of a new
Manifestation outside the bounds of what the cycle allows.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé says the Dispensation of Bahd’u’llah will last until its teachings are entirely
effaced from human memory. What theory of revelation and historical continuity underlies
this claim? How does it compare with Christian promises of the Church’s indefectibility, or
with the Islamic principle that the Qur’an will be preserved until the Day of Judgment?

2. The narrative of the Constantinople intrigues reads as a study in the dynamics of political
manipulation: the use of apparent impartiality to confirm calumnies, the staging of public fear,
and the reliance on bureaucratic inertia. Are these dynamics recognizable in contemporary
politics? What does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s account suggest about how religious communities should
respond to them?
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3. The account of Mirza Yahya’s conduct is unusually detailed and specific. Why does ‘Abdu’l-
Baha think it is important for the community to know this history? What is the relationship
between historical memory and the integrity of the Covenant?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé notes that the plot against the community was defeated through an “accidental”
chain of events—a seal-engraver’s suspicion, a police inspection—rather than through the
believers’ own intervention. What does this suggest about how ‘Abdu’l-Baha understands
divine providence in relation to historical causation?

5. The statement that those who dig pits for God’s servants fall into them echoes Psalms 7:15,
Proverbs 26:27, and the story of Haman in Esther. What is the theological force of this
structural pattern in sacred history? Does it amount to a general moral principle, or is it
specifically eschatological?

Submission and Beneficence: A Prayer and Its Exegesis

Key Passages

I beseech Thee, O my God, at daybreak and at eventide, at noontide and in the depths
of night, and call on Thee with my tongue, my heart, my spirit and my consciousness.
I press my face in the dust and rub my brow against the earth in my yearning and
lamentation toward Thy manifest horizon and Thy luminous dawn, imploring Thee to
strengthen Thy servant, who is confirmed by Thee, who acknowledges Thy oneness,
who is attracted to Thy mercy, enkindled with the fire of Thy love, and whose breast is
dilated by the light of Thy knowledge. — ABO00058

This submission and surrender is verily the straight path and the firm way, the attain-
ment of which is impossible save for him who inclineth his ear and is attentive. This
is true faith in the Lord of all worlds, for submission is a branch of faith, and man can
scarcely submit save after attaining certitude...

In brief, voluntary and willing submission to God, and the station of contentment
and resignation, is more specific than faith and certitude from the standpoint of the
knowledge of certainty, for faith in this station means accepting as true the tidings
proceeding from the Truthful, the Trusted One. As for the eye of certainty and the
truth of certainty, the lamp thereof can scarcely shine forth in the glass of hearts except
after willing submission and resignation to the Lord of the worlds. — ABO00058

The “remembrance” mentioned in the unfurled parchment is the realization of remem-
brance, for one either utters remembrance, or thinks of remembrance, or realizes re-
membrance. The realization is the wise remembrance. God, exalted be He, hath said:
“She was consumed with love.” This is the realization of remembrance, for remembrance
courses like spirit through veins and arteries. How sweet is the flow of this remembrance
through hearts and innermost beings! — ABO00058

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 151



Vol. 180: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part I) Appendix

Context for Study

ABO00058 is a composite work: it opens with an intensely personal prayer, then moves into a
sustained exegetical discussion of Qur’anic verses on submission, beneficence, divine inspiration, and
remembrance. The prayer itself is unusual in the Baha’i corpus for its physical expressiveness—
pressing the face to the dust, rubbing the brow against the earth—reminiscent of Islamic sujud
(prostration) and the Psalms’ bodily language of supplication. The exegetical portion draws a
precise hierarchy of inward states: faith, certitude, submission, contentment, and the “realization of
remembrance.” The last of these—remembrance that courses through the body “like spirit through
veins”—is the highest station, transcending both verbal utterance and intellectual reflection. This
taxonomy has close parallels in Sufi thought, particularly in the concept of dhikr (remembrance) as
a practice that moves from the lips through the heart to the innermost reality (sirr). The teaching
on divine inspiration—which can be verified only through the “medium” of the Manifestation, since
inner impressions alone cannot distinguish divine inspiration from psychological suggestion—is an
important epistemological safeguard against spiritual self-deception. The discussion of the meaning
of “countenance” in the phrase “submission of countenance” illustrates ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s layered
hermeneutic: the word carries meanings of good-pleasure, essence, and manifestation, and none of
these fully exhausts its significance. This is the kind of exegesis that takes the inexhaustibility of
the sacred word seriously.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé distinguishes three grades of remembrance: verbal, reflective, and realized.
What is the significance of this hierarchy for the practice of prayer? How does the “real-
ization” of remembrance differ from the Christian concept of lectio divina or the Sufi practice
of dhikr?

2. The teaching that divine inspiration can be authenticated only through the medium of the
Manifestation is both spiritually prudent and potentially exclusive. How should a believer
relate to genuine inner experience that seems to exceed what the texts explicitly authorize?

3. The prayer presses the face to the dust and rubs the brow against the earth. What is the
spiritual and anthropological significance of bodily posture in prayer? Compare with the
prostration of Islamic salat, the kneeling of Christian prayer, and the bowing of Jewish kriah.

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé argues that true beneficence—the “supreme gift” before which angels prostrate—
is guidance: leading others to truth. How does this rank of service compare with material
charity, and what does it imply about the hierarchy of human goods?

5. The multi-layered exegesis of a single word (“countenance”) illustrates ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s convic-
tion that sacred texts contain inexhaustible meaning. What theory of language and revelation
does this practice embody? How does it compare with the Jewish four-level hermeneutic of
PaRDeS and the Christian fourfold sense of Scripture?
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The Veil of Literal Interpretation Across Three Traditions

Key Passages

Say: Unto what did the Jewish people cleave except the outer meanings of the verses
of the Torah when they adorned the cross with the body of the Beloved, thus depriving
themselves of the grace of the Messiah? They clung unto the literal text of the Torah
while remaining veiled from Him Who was its Revealer. The Pharisees, who ranked
among the most learned of that age and cycle, called Christ not Messiah [Masih] but a
monster [Masikh]. They regarded His comely and beauteous Countenance as vile and
unsightly. Such are the ways of the people at the hour of the dawning of the Day-Star
of the world. — AB00067

Likewise, when the breezes of the Revelation of Muhammad perfumed the regions of
Mecca and Medina...the Christian divines also clung unto the literal interpretation of
God’s perspicuous Book, and remained deprived of the splendours of the Day-Star of
the realms above. For according to the outward meaning of the text of the Holy Gospel,
there will be no other advent after Christ. The priests and clerics held fast unto these
words and remained veiled from the light of certitude that shone forth from the luminous
Horizon. — ABO00067

But the Bab—may my life be offered up for Him—Ileft no soul any room for hesitation.
He removed the veils completely. Throughout the Bayan, He openly and unambiguously
declared that the object of all the Scriptures and sacred Books was none other than
the Most Great Light. He warned the people to beware lest they be veiled from the
Day-Star of the world by the text of the Book or by their own interpretations of the
verses and utterances. Were counsels and admonitions such as these ever revealed in
the Torah, the Gospel, or the Holy Qur’an? Nay, by the righteousness of God! This is
unique to this Most Great Dispensation. — AB00067

Context for Study

ABO00067 is one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most sustained treatments of the hermeneutics of religious recog-
nition. The argument proceeds by historical analogy: in each dispensation, the most learned
guardians of the previous revelation became the most determined opponents of the new, precisely
because their learning was concentrated in the literal text. The Pharisees, the Christian clergy who
rejected Muhammad, and the Islamic scholars who could not recognize the Bab all instantiate the
same structural failure: they confused the vessel for the content it carried, and mistook the text
for the Reality that the text both conceals and reveals. The argument has significant implications
for the philosophy of religious language: it implies that sacred scriptures always carry a surplus of
meaning that exceeds their literal sense, and that the willingness to read symbolically and to follow
the spirit rather than the letter is a prerequisite for genuine recognition—and carries no license for
arbitrary or self-serving interpretation. What is distinctive in the Bab’s dispensation, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
argues, is that the Bab explicitly warned against this very error: the Bayan itself counsels its readers
not to be veiled by the Bayan. This is a form of built-in hermeneutic self-critique that ‘Abdu’l-Bah4
presents as unprecedented. The broader philosophical issue—how any interpretive community can
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avoid the idolatry of its own inherited forms—is one that Hans-Georg Gadamer, Paul Ricoeur,
and contemporary hermeneutic thinkers have approached through different vocabularies, but with
structural similarities to this analysis.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 argues that the literal text of each scripture veiled its most learned readers from
recognizing the next Manifestation. Is this an inherent feature of sacred language, or a failure
of particular interpreters? Is there a reading practice that avoids this trap?

2. The Bab’s explicit warning—“Beware lest you be veiled from Him Whom God shall make
manifest by the Bayan itself”—is presented as unique in the history of revelation. What does
it suggest about the Bab’s self-understanding and about the relationship between the Bayan
and the Kitab-i-Aqdas?

3. Compare the dynamic of “learned opposition” to new revelation with the sociology of knowl-
edge in Thomas Kuhn’s Structure of Scientific Revolutions: communities of experts can be
the most resistant to paradigm shifts precisely because of their investment in the existing
framework. Is the analogy illuminating, and where does it break down?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 says that recognizing the Promised One of the Bayan was more difficult, because
the conditions were more clearly stated, leaving no room for excuse. Does removing the
“excuse” make recognition more or less likely? What psychological and spiritual dynamics
does this observation illuminate?

5. What is the difference between reading symbolically—recognizing the inner meaning behind
the letter—and reading arbitrarily, imposing meanings that serve one’s own purposes? How
does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s hermeneutic guard against the latter?

Recognition and the Promise of the Promised One Across Tradi-
tions

Key Passages

O two pure souls who have turned unto God! When ye heard with your inner ears
the call of the Hidden Herald proclaiming “O thou soul who art at rest! Return unto
thy Lord,” praise be to God that ye did return unto Him, and were saved from the
wilderness of perdition, attaining the fountain of life. Ye rent asunder the veils and
beheld the light of truth. This is through the grace and bounty of the Almighty, Who
opened the sealed eyes and guided you from the desert bereft of success and prosperity
to the shore of the ocean of favors. — ABO00082

The Promised One of the Jews was to come forth from an unknown place, and among
His conditions were unlimited sovereignty, occupancy of David’s throne, the drawing of
swords, the mobilization of thousands, the promotion of the Torah, the proclamation
of verses, the universalization of the Mosaic Law, and the manifestation of supreme
justice whereby wolf and lamb, leopard and kid, lion and calf, serpent and suckling
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child would become companions.. When the Spirit of God illumined the horizons with
the light of guidance, none of these conditions and signs were outwardly fulfilled, for
all these statements had inner meanings and were symbols and mysteries. Though the
Jews denied Him, they had an outward excuse. — AB00082

The Exalted One—may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him—saith that all these conditions,
signs, and events came to pass in the twinkling of an eye, yet the people were veiled
from beholding them. O God! Where is fairness? All these momentous events occurred
in the twinkling of an eye and possessed an inner interpretation; yet the “school of Him
Whom God shall make manifest” is not susceptible of interpretation? Deal justly, O
people! — ABO00082

Context for Study

The long tablet AB00082 addresses two souls who have recognized Bahd’u’lldh and now stands
as a comprehensive teaching on the nature of religious recognition across the major traditions.
‘Abdu’l-Baha conducts a careful survey: the Jewish Messianic conditions (sovereignty of David’s
throne, universal peace, the harmony of predator and prey), the Christian conditions for the Second
Coming (descent on clouds, darkening of the sun and moon, gathering of angels), and the Islamic
conditions for the Qa’im (conquest of East and West, the descent of Jesus, the appearance of the
Antichrist). In each case, the conditions were understood literally by the community’s scholars and
therefore became the grounds for rejection. The Bab’s explicit counter-instruction—that all these
conditions are to be understood symbolically—is the hermeneutic key that ‘Abdu’l-Baha places
at the center of the argument. The rhetorical challenge he poses—“Deal justly, O people!”—asks
whether it is coherent to demand that some prophesied conditions be read literally while others
are acknowledged to require symbolic interpretation. The phrase “Hidden Herald” in the opening—
quoting Qur’an 89:27-28 (“O soul at rest, return to thy Lord”)—places the reader’s own moment
of recognition within the language of the Qur’anic eschatological call, making personal spiritual
turning and cosmic historical movement coincide.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that Jewish, Christian, and Islamic scholars each used literal interpreta-
tion of their own scriptures to justify rejecting the next Manifestation. Is this a fair charac-
terization, and what light does it shed on the relationship between scriptural interpretation
and religious identity?

2. The eschatological conditions for the Messiah’s advent in Jewish tradition (Isaiah 11, Ezekiel
37) include political and cosmic events that have not occurred as literally described. How
do Jewish scholars themselves account for this—through delay, spiritualization, or other
hermeneutic strategies? How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s approach compare?

3. The Bab says that all the prophesied conditions “came to pass in the twinkling of an eye”
with inner meaning. What kind of historical claim is this? Is it a claim about events, about
meanings, or about both? How would a historian evaluate it?
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4. The opening address to the two souls who have “heard with inner ears” suggests that recog-
nition is an inward event prior to and independent of outward argument. What is the rela-
tionship between this inward hearing and the outward rational demonstration that the rest
of the tablet provides?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s argument places every community’s most learned defenders in a structurally
similar position of potential self-defeat. What does this suggest about the nature of religious
authority, and about the conditions for genuine spiritual growth within established traditions?

The Parable of Ios: Love, Loyalty, and the Geometry of Sacrifice

Key Passages

Ios was a shepherd boy who tended his flocks in the valleys and on the sloping hills of
Persia. He was poor and simple and knew no life but the care of his sheep, but one love
he had and one great longing—it was to behold the face of his King. He had never seen
this One of whose greatness and goodness he heard wonderful tales, and he felt that he
would live content and die happy if he could but once behold his face. — ABU0167

“Never have I desired anything from thee, but to behold thy face; this has been and
ever shall be sufficient for this servant.” — ABU0167

The King looked at him and smiling said, “How is this, Ios, dost thou despise my gifts?”

“Never have I desired anything from thee, but to behold thy face, this has been and
ever shall be sufficient for this servant.”

..But Ios would not speak. The King’s heart was breaking and he exclaimed, “Thy
silence condemns thee. If thou dost not speak and justify thyself I shall banish thee
forever from my face.” Ios lifted his eyes and looked long on the King’s face, then meekly
bowed his head and went out from his presence and went alone into exile.— ABU0167

Context for Study

The parable of los, told by ‘Abdu’l-Bahé to Lua Getsinger, is one of the rare extended narratives
in his corpus, and it stands as a small masterpiece of spiritual fiction. Its five episodes develop
a theology of pure love that resists any transactional understanding of the relationship between
the soul and God. Ios desires only to behold the King’s face—mnot gifts, not rewards, not even
justification. In the episode of the bitter melon, he eats what the King gives without complaint,
because “bitter is sweet from the hands of my King.” In the episode of the garden and the swan,
he accepts exile rather than speak in self-defense and implicate the King’s son, because his loyalty
to the King transcends his own interest in vindication. The structure of the parable is closely
related to the Persian mystical tradition of ’“ishq (love) as the highest form of knowing and being,
particularly as expressed in Hafiz and Riimi. The dynamic in which the lover sacrifices everything—
gifts, reputation, even the beloved’s presence—for the sake of pure love of the beloved is the central
logic of Sufi poetry. But ‘Abdu’l-Bahé gives it a specific application: the parable is addressed to
Lua Getsinger, a devoted but spiritually ambitious teacher, and it functions as counsel about the
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difference between genuine selfless love and the subtle ego-satisfactions of religious activism. The
story of los keeping his shepherd’s coat in a bare room as a nightly reminder of his lowly origins is
a lesson in cultivated humility—the structural discipline of remembering from what one came, as
distinct from the mere performance of humility.

Questions for Reflection

1. The parable says that Ios desired only to behold the King’s face and asked for nothing else.
What does this model of love imply about the nature of worship? How does it compare with
petitionary prayer, with the quid pro quo of religious devotion in many traditions, and with
Kant’s account of moral worth as entirely separate from reward?

2. los eats the bitter melon without complaint. What spiritual discipline is being described here,
and how does it differ from mere masochism or servility? The tradition of rida (contentment
with the divine will) in Islamic spirituality and the Christian theology of the cross both
grapple with similar questions.

3. los goes into exile rather than defend himself by revealing the prince’s guilt. Is this moral
heroism or moral failure? What theory of loyalty is being expressed, and does it have any
analogy in modern ethics?

4. The detail of Ios keeping his shepherd’s coat as a nightly practice of remembering his origins
is a striking image of cultivated humility. How does this practice of deliberate self-reminder
compare with monastic exercises of mortificatio and with Buddhist practices of meditation
on impermanence?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé narrated this parable to a particular person (Lua Getsinger) at a particular
moment. What does the pastoral specificity of the parable’s audience suggest about the
relationship between spiritual guidance and individual need?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This first collection of undated writings moves between the forensic and the mystical: detailed
historical accounts of political intrigue, careful exegesis of Qur’anic phrases, a sweeping comparative
analysis of how every tradition’s scholars failed to recognize the next Manifestation, and a parable
of such concentrated beauty that it reads like a poem. What holds these diverse genres together is
a single animating concern: the question of how a human soul crosses from veiling to recognition,
from the letter to the spirit, from self-interest to pure love.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: If the great recurring failure
in religious history is the substitution of the vessel for what it contains—clinging to
the letter, the institution, the inherited form—what inner disciplines, hermeneutic
dispositions, and communal practices does ‘Abdu’l-Baha commend as the conditions
for genuine recognition, and how might they be cultivated in an age whose information
environment makes the confusion of form and substance more pervasive than ever?
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