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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 183

This fourth volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is especially rich in calls to action, teaching,
and consecrated service. AB01587 is among the finest pieces in the collection: a sweeping summons
for the appearance of those “holy beings” who will travel through all regions, speak in every tongue,
revive every gathering, and consecrate every moment to the diffusion of the divine fragrances.
Closely related are AB01486, which insists that the friends concentrate their energies on teaching
before turning to other forms of organization; AB01927, which sends a pilgrim back from the Holy
Land charged with proclaiming the Kingdom; and AB12187, which offers an instructive glimpse of
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s teaching work in Paris, where brief public talks and short personal encounters are
described as seeds whose growth depends upon the confirmations of the Kingdom.

Several items are valuable for their treatment of women, family, and community formation.
ABO01508 is a powerful address to persecuted Baha’i women who had been imprisoned, paraded
through streets and bazaars, stripped of safety and social honor, and yet are exhorted to rejoice
in their abasement in the path of the Beloved. AB01625 show womens as active agents of
reconciliation and spiritual restoration, entrusted with the delicate task of reviving estranged
or wavering souls through tact, love, and firmness in the Covenant. ABO01511 praises the Parsi
believers of India as a luminous spiritual assembly whose influence is “shaking” India and whose
fame should spread East and West. AB01437, addressed to believers bound for Bukhara, combines
teaching with a broad social ethic: freedom from racial, national, religious, and political prejudice;
kindness toward every people; and complete avoidance of political entanglement.

The volume also preserves a number of historically and doctrinally notable pieces. AB01415 com-
ments on cholera as a “lesser punishment” and records the striking claim that, during an outbreak
in ‘Akka after Baha’u’llah’s ascension, the friends within the fortress remained protected. AB01397
stresses that the Cause must gain honor abroad so that its worth may be recognized in Iran, and it
ties the fruit of revelation to love, fellowship, and unity among the friends. AB09643 is a compact
exegetical work explaining several passages from the Hidden Words and related symbolic expres-
sions, including the “ruby Tablet,” the “fifth Tablet of Paradise,” the Covenant beneath the Tree
of Anisa, the “emerald height,” and the two letters of the Greatest Name. ABU0974 offers a philo-
sophical comparison between the kingdoms of mineral, plant, animal, human, and the afterlife,
using the child in the womb as an analogy for the soul’s present inability to grasp the powers of the
next world. ABU0933, a talk on poverty, is remarkable for its uncompromising praise of the poor
and its critique of accumulation as a source of tyranny and injustice, while ABU0943 preserves a
humorous moral anecdote about the German consul in Haifa who became “the victim of Bravo,”
illustrating the spiritual danger of flattery and public applause.

A final cluster centers on martyrdom, affliction, and the transformation of suffering into spiritual
triumph. AB01479 eulogizes the martyr Sadiq, counsels against vengeance, urges intercession for
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persecutors, and instructs that gatherings continue with wisdom and in groups of no more than
nine. ABO01371 is an elevated visitation-like address to a martyr whose severed body and spilled
blood become signs of triumph in the Kingdom. AB01523 celebrates release from grave danger after
threats of exile to Fezzan or death at sea, yet characteristically laments the loss of tribulation as a
means of spiritual joy. AB01959 turns even prayer itself toward the “chalice of calamity,” making
suffering in the path of God the truest petition of the servant. AB01581, AB01491, AB01644, and
ABO02061 likewise return to the same register of steadfastness: exile, homelessness, captivity, and
hardship become tokens of divine favor when joined to the Covenant and to service.
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AB01415

AB01415

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O herald of the Covenant! Your numerous letters were received
but there was no opportunity to reply, thus it was delayed. If
you knew to what degree ‘Abdu’l-Baha is occupied, you would
surely excuse this. Furthermore, for a long period severe ail-
ments afflicted this frail body and prevented writing, thus the
delay occurred. Now, praise be to God, through the prayers
of the loved ones at the Luminous Threshold, signs of recovery
have appeared, therefore I have engaged in writing.

You wrote about the prevalence of cholera, the severity of the
affliction, and the heedlessness of the ignorant. In the Qur’an
it states: “We seized them with lesser punishment before the
greater punishment, that they might return.” This lesser pun-
ishment is plague and cholera, but where is the awakening?
“Leave them in their perplexity to play.”

You also wrote about the passing of the one firm in the
Covenant, Aga Mulla Ahmad-‘Ali. News of this reached us
and God willing whatever is necessary and appropriate will
be carried out.

Regarding the request for permission to attain the presence for
Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Hasan, Jinab-i-Aga Asadu’llah, Jinab-
i-Aga Muhammad and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, son of Aqga
Asadu’llah - they are permitted to come, for they have endured
severe tribulations in the path of Truth. I hope that the loved
ones of God remain protected and preserved under the protec-
tion of the Ancient Beauty. Although in such cases, as stated
in the Qur’an, “affliction shall not befall those who are unjust
among you exclusively,” nevertheless it is certain that it passes
lightly over the loved ones. Just as during the twenty-five years
that the Ancient Beauty was in ‘Akka, illness repeatedly pre-
vailed in this region and came up to the gates of ‘Akka but
turned back - and all the inhabitants of ‘Akka from all nations
testify to this. Immediately after the Ascension this disease
became prevalent in ‘Akka while this servant and the relatives
were outside. Since most of the friends were in the fortress, in
order to be with the friends we brought all the relatives inside
the fortress. As we were entering, the people - men and women,
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ABO01397

young and old - were fleeing outside. Nevertheless, praise be
to God, not one of the friends was afflicted with cholera. All
- men and women, young and old - remained protected and
preserved.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01397

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Eqypt

O true friend and kind companion! What you had written
was noted. Indeed, all of it accords with reality and aligns
with truth. Certainly the grandeur of God’s Cause must be
made evident to the people of Iran through its manifestation
outside Iran, so it may become apparent that if this hidden
pearl and treasured gem finds no value or worth in Iran, when
it falls into the hands of jewelers abroad it becomes precious
and souls are sacrificed for it. And if the divine Joseph finds no
buyer in the Canaan marketplace, when He appears in Egypt’s
bazaar of lovers, the mystics will sacrifice heart and soul and
give up the coin of spirit. Then the Canaanites will become
aware and become buyers. In any case, when the divine Cause
is sanctified abroad, it becomes a cause of glorification and
honor within Iran.

2 And regarding the recommendation for fellowship and love be-
tween the friends of every region, God willing it will be written
and sent. And truly the fruit of the appearance and manifesta-
tion of the signs of unity is fellowship and friendship and love
and oneness between the friends. If this is not achieved, the
cycle yields no result and the lights of truth do not shine upon
the horizons, the lamp of sanctification does not ignite and the
veils of vain imaginings do not burn away. The morn of guid-
ance spreads its lights upon the horizons only when unity of
hearts is achieved.
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AB01421

And as for certain doubts, surely you are aware of the hid-
den meanings and purposes, such as “I mean you, O neighbor.”
This servant has no complaint - “I only complain of my grief
and sorrow to God” - it is like “they came to their father in the
evening, weeping.” But observe to what degree the unknowing
and ignorant friends are considered as mere rabble, that they
wish to erase from hearts a Covenant of such firmness and a
Pact of such strength, and with a few tales and narratives abro-
gate the decisive texts of God’s Covenant. How evil are these
thoughts and vain imaginings! Soon they shall find themselves
in manifest loss.

And regarding the matter of Tunis, a recommendation will be
written to obtain it. And in the Holy Shrine, with utmost hu-
mility and supplication, confirmation is sought for you. Lord!
Enable this servant to that which Thou lovest and approvest.
And upon thee be glory!
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AB01421

To: Munirih Khanum, in Palestine

O thou sorrowful Leaf! Be not sad and grieve not. That is
the way the world hath been since its beginning. This is God’s
way. No change and variation wilt thou ever find in God’s way.
It is exactly the same. Although this Servant is outwardly
alone, the breezes of the Kingdom of Abha are wafting and the
bounties of the Blessed Beauty descending. The remembrance
of His Countenance is My companion and from all else I have
severed My hope.

> In this desert, for many years, His Holiness Christ uttered:
‘Here am I, O My God, here am I’, and in this wilderness
for several centuries the Prophets and the chosen ones asso-
ciated together. The fragrance of their remembrance hath
perfumed the mountains and the field, and their quickening
breezes have imbued the desert and the sea with new life.
Should the sense of hearing be refined, it would at this very
moment hear those lamentations and supplications, and would
perceive those melodies with the inner ear.
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Convey my loving greetings to Her Highness the Greatest
Holy Leaf, the Abha holy fruit; also to the blessed Leaf
Diya Khanum, Tuba Khanum, and Munavvar Khanum; the
mother of Aqa Mirza Jalal, Gawhar Bagum, Radiyyih Bagum,
and other leaves and handmaids of God, upon them be
Baha’u’llahu’l-Abha.

Praised be God, I am feeling better, for I am busy with prayers
and supplications and weary of all else.

Let not the whisperings of people cause thee grief, and be not
saddened by some events. I am the target of these sayings
and rumours. It hath been and will become manifest. During
Baha’u’llah’s time, whoever wanted to revolt would first say:
‘Dear aunty is the cause of all the Blessed Beauty’s anger.’
While with his peers, he would say secretly, ‘What am I to do?
Bibi hath no feelings for me. She is the cause of all the troubles

in the Holy Court. Now they are using you as the scapegoat.

I am the target, not you. It hath been in the past and will in
the future become very evident.

My meaning is this: Engage day and night in remembering the
Blessed Beauty and forget all else. I have come here and left
the field empty that those who are weak in their faith may do
as they please, that they may do it openly, not in secret. ‘And
soon will the unjust assailants know what vicissitudes their
affairs will take!’
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AB01371

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O resplendent light and radiant beam from the Sun of Truth
and Mystery of Oneness! O brilliant star and manifest dawn!
May divine outpourings encompass your illumined resting
place and purified grave, O most luminous countenance and
most holy temple, possessor of magnificent character and
noble nature in most excellent form. O believer in your
Glorious Lord, certain of His signs in this path, attracted by
His fragrances which have perfumed all worlds, moved by the
gentle breeze from the Garden of Paradise, martyred in the
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path of your Ancient Beloved, your blood spilled upon the
earth, your limbs severed by the drawn sword from the hand
of every obstinate oppressor.

I bear witness that you heard the call and responded to the
Lord of Lords, answered God’s summoner on the Day of Re-
turn, spoke the truth, took the Book in your right hand on the
Day of Reckoning, and welcomed rebuke by finding sweetness
in torment and accepting punishment in love of the Lord of
Lords. You were torn limb from limb by the hand of every
brutal liar, yet did not recoil from the neck-severing dagger.
No wailing or lamentation was heard from you when they vi-
olated, nay destroyed you and spilled your blood upon the
dust. Rather, you yearned for the Most Glorious Kingdom as
the dove yearns for the verdant garden, and rejoiced like the
thirsty one at the sweet, flowing waters of might.

Glory be unto you, mercy be upon you, praise be unto you,
and may all faces be turned toward you throughout endless
ages and centuries. Though your heart was wounded and your
body cast upon the earth, it matters not, for your spirit has as-
cended to the highest horizon, risen to the Most Glorious King-
dom, soared to limitless heights and a heaven before which all
heavens bow, to the loftiest summit and ultimate goal. Yours is
indeed a true station with your Lord, a seat of honor with your
Master, entry into the Garden of Eternity, and immortality in
the gathering of divine presence.

O how I long for what you have attained in the Supreme
Throne! How I thirst for the cup you drank from the hand
of the Cup-bearer of faithfulness! How I regret being deprived
of this bounty! How I grieve that I remain in this dust while
you have ascended to the highest horizon! How joyous is the
one intoxicated by this wine! How noble is the one blessed to
visit your fragrant shrine! I seek your intercession with your
Lord for the forgiveness of sins and errors. My soul be a sacri-
fice for you, and upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01395

To: Manuchihr brother of Jamshid

O thou informed heart! The shelter of all the world is the Di-
vine Threshold, and the refuge and haven of humanity is the
Sacred Court of the Lord. Therefore give thanks that thou
hast reached the threshold of the One Lord and sought con-
firmation for both friend and stranger, and spent some days
with this grief-stricken one, and at last returned to thy familiar
homeland.

When thou arrivest in that land, convey to Mr. Jamshid
of Husaynabad utmost longing from Abdul-Baha and say: O
Jamshid, I hope that in the feast of the love of God thou mayest
become unique and peerless, and in the spiritual battlefield
thou mayest so utterly rout the armies of self and passion that
a Nowruz celebration will arise and thou wilt gain victory over
Ahriman.

Make Kiyumars Bahman’s face radiant and make his heart and
soul a rose garden and meadow with the fragrance of the love of
God, so that he may become a shining candle in the assembly
and a brilliant star in the horizon of divine knowledge. Show
kindness to dear Hushang and encourage and inspire him with
godly conduct and manner. Make Khudamurad Rustam joyous
and delighted with divine glad-tidings.

I seek with heart and soul divine bounty for dear Nushiravan,
and I desire with utmost love success for faithful Shahriyar,
and I seek brilliance like Bahram for dear Bahram, and I send
a message from heart and soul to dear Manuchehr, and I seek
utmost joy for Sanambar Salamat, and I seek fulfillment of de-
sire for Dulat Khudamurad, and I desire nectar and milk from
the cup-bearer of grace for Zarbanu Ardashir, and I seek dear
Farangis to be a manifestation of the favors of the Lord, and
I seek the grace of the Mighty All-Knowing for Surur Bahram,
and I seek Firuz Ardashir to be a manifestation of sublime
grace through the favors of the Powerful Lord.

And convey utmost longing from this unknown one to Mulla
Bahram. Every moment he comes to mind, heart and soul
seek joy and gladness arises. In truth he is a self-sacrificing
servant of the Ancient Beauty and an evanescent servant at
the threshold of the Greatest Name - evanescent and eternal:
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evanescent from his own desires and passions, eternal through
the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty. And upon him be
greetings and praise.
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AB12828

To: Muhammad Husayn Usku’i

O radiant pilgrim! Praise be to God that thou hast arrived
in this blessed land, attained unto this sacred Spot, achieved
that which is the cause of eternal life, and received thy portion
and share from the ocean of the bounty of the Divine Unity. If
at every moment thou wert to offer a thousand thanks, thou
wouldst not fulfill the obligation of praise and gratitude. I
hope that thou mayest be considered a grateful servant at the
Threshold of the Divine Unity and be specially favored with
abundant grace.

Convey my longing greetings to the friends of God - Mashhadi
‘Ali Milani, Aga Hasan and Agqa Muhammad Aqa Samadof,
the cousins of ‘Abbas-of, Aga Husayn son of Karbila’i Mahdi
Milani, Aga Muhammad son of Vahhab Isku’i, Haji Muham-
mad Isku’i, Pasha Khan Sidqiyani, and Ata’u’llah - and tell
them that this prisoner is in the utmost longing and has the
greatest desire to behold their radiant faces. Indeed, his long-
ing exceeds yours, but what can be done when wisdom in these
days does not permit attendance, for the Holy Land is inwardly
much disturbed and this prisoner is afflicted. Therefore, I shall
ascend to the roof and, from afar, turning toward the Sacred
Dust, make pilgrimage on your behalf. I hope that this pilgrim-
age may be accepted at the Threshold of the Divine Unity.
It is acceptance that matters, not arrival. How many souls
have arrived at the Sanctuary of the spiritual ones and circum-
ambulated, yet remained deprived and disappointed; and how
many have arrived in spirit at every moment, visited with their
hearts, and benefited in all degrees from the radiant Shrine. We
hope that in the future, physical presence may also be made
possible.

Let those friends, in return for this blessed journey, assist to the
extent possible the poor and weak from among all the peoples
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of the world, that it may be acceptable in every way. O pilgrim,
from the favors of the Incomparable Lord, such is my hope that
the effulgence of divine knowledge may so adorn thee that thou
mayest remain protected in the impregnable fortress of the love
of God from the evil of self and passion, become favored with
divine confirmations, be enabled to make pilgrimage again in
the future, and may the forgiving Lord immerse the parents of
that grateful servant in the ocean of forgiveness and confirm
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them in achieving the desires of their hearts and souls. And Y —Lr”

upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! et :
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O ye helpers of Abdu’l-Baha!

Bukhara was at one time the source of the increase of wisdom
and the centre of knowledge and learning. Persons were trained
there who indeed became the cause of the dissemination of
learning and the sciences and the arts in the human world. The
most renowned among the early exponents of learning in Islam
studied in Bukhara. Later, however, all that pomp and glory
was rolled up entirely and knowledge and learning became re-
duced to preambles and jurisprudence. Now the friends of God
shall travel there and, God willing, establish themselves and
become the cause of the progress of the people in those regions.

It now behoves them to show fellowship and harmony and oc-
cupy the station of selflessness, that is to say they should com-
pletely forget themselves and deal with the utmost truthful-
ness and trustworthiness with friend and stranger alike. They
should even regard enemies as friends, the ignorant as enlight-
ened, the uninformed as informed, the blind as seeing, the dead
as living and the demons as angels. In other words, they should
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treat the stranger and the bloodthirsty enemy in the same way
they would deal with the friend and the faithful companion.

O friends of God! Be wholly free from the odour of ignorant
prejudice, the enmity and hatred common among the masses,
and the idle fancies relating to race, nationality and religion.
These are utterly contrary to the religion of God and divine
good-pleasure and are the cause of humanity’s deprivation from
the bounties of the Merciful. Strip yourselves of these vain
imaginings and cleanse the mirror of your hearts of the dust
of this ignorant prejudice, that you may become truly loving
towards the world of humanity, that is to say, to all people.

Have no hatred towards any person from any nation, religion,
tribe, race or land, but rather show the utmost kindness and
friendship that perhaps, through divine aid and bounty, the
horizon of the world of humanity may be cleansed and sanc-
tified of these thick clouds of ignorant prejudice and common
hatred and enmity, and you may, day by day, become the cause
of fellowship and love among all the nations of the world.

Do not involve yourselves with or discuss matters of govern-
ment and politics, for God hath created you to give exhorta-
tions and counsels, correct the morals and bring enlightenment
and spirituality to the world of humanity. This is your duty.
Salutations and praise be upon you.
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“In the third line of the lines of holiness, which in the ruby
Tablet hath been inscribed by the hidden Pen, this is written:
O brethren...”

“In the eighth line of the lines of holiness, which is in the fifth
Tablet of Paradise, He saith: O ye dead ones upon the couch
of heedlessness! Centuries have passed...”

“In the first line of the aforesaid Tablet it is written and
recorded, and in the pavilion of God’s preservation concealed:
O My servant! The imperishable dominion...”:

These are heavenly Tablets, inscribed by the Pen of the Most
High upon the Preserved Tablet. Such Tablets have not de-
scended from the world of the g{ﬁdom into the world o
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hidden treasuries. Should a soul at any time produce such
Tablets and ascribe them to the Truth, saying, “This is the
ruby Tablet,” or “This is the fifth Tablet of Paradise,” it hath

no foundation.

“O My friends! Call ye to mind the Covenant which ye made
with Me upon Mount Paran, situated in the blessed Spot of
Zaman.”:

This is the Covenant and Testament which the Blessed Beauty,
in the Holy Land, took with the Pen of the Most High beneath
the shade of the Tree of Anisa; and after His ascension it was
proclaimed.

“O son of justice! In the night-season, the Beauty of the Tem-
ple of Eternity returned from the emerald height of fidelity
unto the Sadratu’l-Muntaha.”:

The station and the emerald height, according to the terminol-
ogy of the illustrious Shaykh Ahsa’i and of His Holiness the
Primal Point—may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him—signify
the world of destiny; and that height is most arduous to tra-
verse.

“And all were mentioned save one Name from among the
Names. And when insistence was made, the first letter
proceeded from the tongue; whereupon the denizens of the
chambers hastened forth from their retreats of glory. And
when it reached the second letter, all fell upon the dust. At
that moment a call was raised from the hidden retreat of
nearness: ‘More than this is not permissible. Verily, We were
witnesses unto that which they did, and at that time they
were doing.”:

That Most Great Name is the Greatest Name; the intent is
the Blessed Beauty. And that which is today in hand is the

meaning of two letters of the Greatest Name, namely B and
H.

“The essence of loss is for him whose days have passed away
and who hath not known himself.”:

The meaning is this: until man knoweth the Truth, he is de-
prived also of the knowledge of his own self; for man must first
perceive the light of the sun, and by that light behold himself
as well, since without light no thing can be seen.

BRL__ DA#214x, BLO__sazedj#21x, BLO__sazedj#22x, BLO__sazedj#24x
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My lot has ever been with these who have not the goods of
this world.

When we look at the poor of humanity, we behold a world of
brothers. All are the sheep of God. God is the real shepherd.

This poor have been the cause of the freedom of the world of
humanity.

The poor have been the cause of the upbuilding of the coun-
try: the poor have ever labored for the world’s production:
The morals of the poor have ever been above those of the rich.
The poor are ever near to the Threshold of God. The human-
itarianism of the poor has ever been more acceptable at the
Threshold of God.

Consider His Holiness Christ: He appeared in the world as one
of the poor. He was born of a lowly family. All the apostles
of Christ were of humble birth and His followers were of the
poorest in the community.

This is what Christ states in the Gospels: “It is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter into the Kingdom of God.” This testimony of Christ of
the exaltation of the poor ones in the sight of God is sufficient.

It is easy for the poor, very easy, for them to enter into the
Kingdom of God.

In another place Christ speaks of the charity of the poor ones
of the world as praiseworthy. The poor ones have capacity.
They were favored at the Threshold of God.

If wealth were a necessity, Christ would have wished if for
Himself. He lived a simple life.

One of the titles of Baha'u’llah was “the poor one”. In Persian
His title was “dervish” and that means one who has not a slave.

All the Prophets of God were poor. His Holiness Moses was a
mere shepherd.
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This will show you that in the estimation of God, poverty is
greater than the accumulation of wealth, that the poor are
more acceptable than the lazy rich.

A rich man who spends his wealth for the poor is praiseworthy.

Consider that the poor are not born in a state of solvency; they
are not tyrannous.

ALL THE TYRANNY AND INJUSTICE IN THE WORLD
COMES FROM ACCUMULATION.

The poor have ever been humble and lowly; their hearts are
tender. The rich are not so. Sorrow not; griever not; be not
unhappy because you are not wealthy. You are brothers of
Jesus Christ. Christ was poor. Baha’u’llah was poor. For
forty years He was imprisoned in poverty. The great ones of
the world have come from a lowly station.

Be ever happy; be not sad.

Trust in God and if in this world you undergo dire vicissitudes,
I hope that in the Kingdom of God you will have the utmost
happiness.

BSTW#187

ABU0943

This morning Abdul Baha accompanied by Shoghi Effendi
came to our house and sat for about half an hour. Throughout
his talk he laughed, giving us much happiness. He told us the
story of a German Consul in Haifa, illustrating how certain
people come to a sad end because they enjoy and believe the
flattery of sycophants.

In Haifa there was at one time a German Consul who became
Abdul Baha’s friend. He used to call on him often, and Abdul
Baha returned his visits. At one time, he disappeared for a
whole month.

Suddenly, one day he entered Abdul Baha’s room. He had a
stick in his hand and was lame. “Oh, sir, how is it that you

have not inquired about my health during the past month?” —

“Why, friend, what has happened to thee?” “Yes,” he pitifully
answered, “I am the victim of ‘Bravo. Let me tell you how it
happened. The German Colony had prepared a ball, to which I
was bidden. The governor, the judges and the officials of Haifa
were likewise invited. When the dancing was over, they had a
jumping contest. One by one they started to jump, but in a
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clumsy manner. I saw that none of them had learned the secret
of jumping a long distance, but I had learned it in boyhood,
going to gymnasium in Germany. When the last one failed to
reach the mark, I volunteered as a candidate.

All eyes were on me now. My first attempt was so successful
that it elicited the hearty ‘Bravo’ of the governor. In my heart
I was pleased and thought T would try again, and go beyond
the first limit. I went back and back, then jumped forward,
and when I landed on the other side, a tumultuous applause
was raised from the governor and the officials. ‘Bravo, bravo,’
rang in my ears. By this time, I was puffed up with pride and
became blind to my own limitations.

‘Now I will show them,’ I said to myself, ‘what real jumping is,’
and with this determination I started the third time. I wanted
to go further, much further than the first and second time, and
so, when I came down upon the earth with a great crash, I felt
a most excruciating pain in my right foot. My leg was broken.
I became unconscious, and when I opened my eyes, I found
myself in bed. For the last thirty days I have suffered much.
Thus you see now, how I became the victim of the ‘Bravos’ of
the governor.”

There are many people in this world who will go to the limit of
doing anything, even in attacking the purity and the motives
of their friends just to gain a temporary applause and Bravo
without thinking of the ruinous effect of such a thing upon
themselves in the future, and the loss of public confidence.

ABIE.312, BLO_ PN#007, STAB#100
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To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

Dear and deeply spiritual sister! At morn and eventide, with
the utmost ardour and humility, I supplicate at the Divine
Threshold, and offer this, my prayer:

“Grant, O Thou my God, the Compassionate, that that pure
and blessed Leaf may be comforted by Thy sweet savours of
holiness and sustained by the reviving breeze of Thy loving
care and mercy. Reinforce her spirit with the signs of Thy
Kingdom, and gladden her soul with the testimonies of Thy ev-
erlasting dominion. Comfort, O my God, her sorrowful heart
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with the remembrance of Thy face, initiate her into Thy hid-
den mysteries, and inspire her with the revealed splendours of
Thy heavenly light. Manifold are her sorrows, and infinitely
grievous her distress. Bestow continually upon her the favour
of Thy sustaining grace and, with every fleeting breath, grant
her the blessing of Thy bounty. Her hopes and expectations
are centred in Thee; open Thou to her face the portals of Thy
tender mercies and lead her into the ways of Thy wondrous
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There are two kinds of life. There is that existence which is
palpable to our touch but does not grow or possess sensation
- the mineral kingdom. Then there is the higher stage of ex-
istence, plant life, which grows but cannot feel. Above this is
the animal kingdom which is palpable to touch and has the
power of growth and feeling but cannot attain to the station
of man which is the highest of all. That which is lower cannot
perceive the higher. The mineral cannot understand or feel the
plant; plants cannot understand or perceive the animals; and
animals cannot comprehend man.

Now these degrees all belong to one kingdom, are all composed
of matter. As it is impossible for these different kingdoms
belonging to the same world to understand one another to is
it impossible for man to understand the things of the future
life. For as the difference between these grades or conditions so
is the difference between man and the spiritual kingdom. It is
impossible for man to perceive or understand it because he has
no power with which to perceive it. As a child in the matrix
of its mother cannot understand the world outside so is the
human conception on this earth. We can form no conception
or idea of the heavenly Kingdom because we have no sense with
which to perceive it.

As it is not yet apparent while the child is in the matrix of
its mother what its condition will be - whether or not it will
have all the gifts of God, whether or not it will be perfect
in all its members, whether it will be blind or deaf or dumb,
but afterwards, when it enters the world it becomes clearly
apparent if it be defective or not - so is it with the soul in its
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present state. Its perfections or its defects are not understood
until it enters the heavenly Kingdom. Then they are clearly
seen and then the soul understands whether or not it is lacking
in the gifts of God.

All the time, too, that the child is in the matrix of its mother
it receives all its life and nourishment from (a source) outside
of itself. If it were cut off from that life it would die. So it is
with the soul here. If it is cut off from its spiritual food it dies.

As a child in the matrix does not yet know the use of its mem-
bers - what its eyes are for, its nose, ears or tongue - so also is
it with the soul on earth. It cannot understand here the uses
and powers of its spiritual gifts. But as soon as it enters the
eternal Kingdom these will become apparent.

SW_ v14#01 p.010, PTIM.046

AB01523

To: Dai Husayn et al., in Abadih

Praise be to Him Who illumined the horizon of existence with
the light of prostration before the Loving Lord...

O servants of the Abha Beauty! In these days of hardship
there was assault and denial, there was severity and tribula-
tion, doors were closed, paths were cut off, friends were forbid-
den, hearts were saddened, loved ones were imprisoned, while
enemies were in utmost comfort and ease, in endless pleasure
and delight, awaiting the occurrence of a great calamity upon
the loved ones of God. Some said that the prisoners would
soon find their abode in the Sahara of Fezzan, while others
gave each other the glad tidings that the friends would shortly
find their graves in the depths of the sea. In such a terrifying
situation and dangerous moment, Abdul-Baha wrote to all the
friends in different regions:

“These bitter days shall pass away, And once again sweet days
shall come.”

The grievous days have ended; await days of joy and gladness
of heart. Many letters to this effect were written and spread
to all regions and corners. The glad tidings of triumph were
given and the joyous news was spread, until suddenly in this
year a mighty earthquake struck the base of wickedness, and
severe trembling overtook both near and far. It was but a
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single cry that appeared. Lofty palaces were seized by violent
trembling, and the edifice of enmity was scattered to the winds.
Prison doors were opened, and fortresses and strongholds were
breached. The friends were freed, and the oppressors fell into
chains and fetters. The high were brought low, and the lowly
were raised high. The victory of the Most Glorious Kingdom
arrived, and the lights of confirmation of the Sun of Truth
shone forth. But what benefit is there, for life now yields no
fruit? There is no tribulation, no reproof, no divine address, no
imprisonment, no chains and fetters, no anguish, no calamity,
no abasement, and no hardship.

Henceforth, by what shall these hearts find solace, and through
what means shall these spirits find joy and gladness? Until
now we would say: “Praise be to God that we are abased in
God’s path, and that in pursuit of truth we are disheveled un-
der chains and fetters, and imprisoned and confined in jail.”
At every moment we would offer thanks and praise to the sin-
gle God. In any case, O divine friends, open your tongues in
prayer and engage in supplication and entreaty, that the cup
of tribulation may once again make its rounds, and that the
wine of faithfulness may bestow sweetness and spiritual intoxi-
cation to the pure ones’ palate, so that life may yield fruit, and
living may leave its trace, and principles may produce results,
and the darkness of contingent being may find a brilliant lamp.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO01511

To: Baha’is of Bombay

O my loving, good-natured, radiant and fragrant friends! Upon
arriving in Egypt, Haji Niyaz began praising and extolling
those friends. He gave such praise and descriptions of the
Parsee assembly that it brought endless joy to heart and soul.
Among the descriptions was that the Parsee assembly is so lu-
minous that it is a spiritual gathering and a divine assembly
- it is the highest paradise and reflects the form and pattern
of the supreme gatherings. Its loved ones have faces illumined
by the fire of the love of God, and the veil of deprivation of
the deprived ones has been burned away. Verses of unity are

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ssis Gt S5 g UL
4 0Ly pas dpey Sk gl Ol o
Gy 5 Ol 3528 OGO el y ol
3 s § singg 0Lyl G215 G g
oyl tdax 315522 BULy S | Ol
Gl Gy Ol 0Lyl A1 S o)
Cotps Ol o 5 ol Oy Jit
@“:IG@\.‘ PAAE y Dyge s Sl
fo3 5 w3l £y Al w2 ALl

16


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH2/mash2-254.html

Vol. 183: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IV)

ABO01511

being chanted and the hosts of inspiration are descending from
the Abha Kingdom. The cry of “O Glory of the Most Glori-
ous!” is loud and the radiance of the Supreme Concourse is
evident and unmatched. It is causing a tremor in the land of
India and its influence in that region is without equal. Soon its
radiance will increase further, its call will grow louder, its efful-
gence will become brighter and its fame will spread wider. In
any case, from these events Haji acquired the utmost joy and
gladness and spiritual delight and fragrance, and this deserves
gratitude.

O Parsee friends! I hope that moment by moment you will
progress and advance in spiritual stations. Ignite a greater
flame and raise a louder cry. Adorn the gathering of love and
add to the spiritual assembly. Exalt the name of the Parsees
in the Abha Kingdom and spread the fame of the Iranians in
East and West. May your souls be happy!

O Pure [God]! These Parsees are longtime friends and compan-
ions of old. They were wandering and homeless and rootless.
Now You have given them shelter in Your protection and be-
stowed endless favors. You have made them devoted to Your
path and enamored of Your countenance and blessed with Your
nature. Make these pure souls radiant and grant them dwelling
and refuge in the highest chambers of heaven. Be their helper
and supporter and make them sovereigns of the ethereal realm,
so that each may become a shining star in the horizon of exis-
tence and seek a crown and diadem from the treasury of Your
love and guidance. You are the Powerful, You are the Mighty,
and You are the Hearer and the Seer.
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To: Nagjjar, Ustad Ibrahim brother of Ustad Isma’il et al., in Khalajabad

O two brothers shining and radiant like the twin stars! The
true light in the world of creation is the light of the love of God
and the rays of God’s bounty. Praise be to God that the faces
of those two brothers are illumined by the divine light like the
brilliant moon.

Especially since you became homeless in the path of God, were
separated from nest and shelter, became prisoners, and now
wander through mountain and wilderness. This bounty is from
the favors of the Most Great Unity ordained for those two
servants of the Sacred Threshold. The lovers of the Beloved
were always intoxicated with the cup of trials and homeless
wanderers - sometimes prisoners, sometimes the most lowly
of people. Finally, in utmost joy they hastened to the altar
of love, lifted up their heads, and galloped on the steed of
endeavor from the earthly realm to the Supreme Concourse.

Therefore those two brothers, like the two figures of the constel-
lation Gemini in the celestial heaven, shone forth from the hori-
zon of fulfillment. At every moment offer a hundred thousand
thanks that you are intoxicated with the cup of tribulation and
wandering through plain and desert. Open an eloquent tongue
and demonstrate fluent speech so that you may kindle the fire
of love and [burn away| the veil of the heedless ones. Become
a friend and loving companion to all humanity and a guide for
the spiritually-minded among the materially-minded.

The days pass and the joyous morning turns to darkening night.
So blessed is the being who becomes a sign of joy and a ban-
ner of the praiseworthy station. And blessed is the soul who
completes the numbered days in hardship and difficulty on the
path of the Beloved Beauty. Deprived is the head that is not
sacrificed in His path, and disappointed the soul that does not
become a sacrifice for the Beauty of the All-Merciful.

For now you have lost home and dwelling on the path of the
One God. God willing, you will make your nest and shelter in
the rose garden of the Supreme Concourse and will shine forth
like two brilliant rising stars in the horizon of the love of God.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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The poetry that has flowed like pure water from your nature
was observed and became the cause of spiritual delight. Al-
ways be engaged in the remembrance of Truth and, like the
nightingale of love in the rose garden of the love of God, be
occupied with singing melodies.
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AB01508

To: Wife of Karbala’i Taqi et al., in Khurasan

O leaves attracted to the divine! Blessed are you who [like
men] have become captives in the path of the All-Glorious and
[were paraded through the streets and bazaars|. One has en-
dured the brand of torment and punishment, had her veil torn,
becoming renowned throughout the horizons and disgraced in
street and market. Another was made prisoner and captive,
her collar rent and her hair cut, living with tearful eyes in
the hands of oppressors. Another has seen a hundred cruel-
ties and afflictions, hardships and suffering. Another fell into
the hands of oppressors and experienced the persecution of the
cruel ones, enduring blows and hardships. Another has borne
a hundred thousand punishments and penalties. Another fell
into the hands of the merciless, who took and carried away
whatever possessions she had. And others were left homeless
and wandering, confused and distracted, scattered in mountain
and plain.

O handmaidens of the Most Merciful! These endless afflictions
have come upon you in the path of the Beloved. Be not sor-
rowful, be not grieved. Show forth joy and gladness, manifest
delight and freedom, for praise be to God, you were made
captive and prisoner, abased and humbled in the path of the
Most Glorious Beauty. You saw oppression and endured cru-
elty. You experienced a hundred thousand afflictions and trials.
You drank the blood of your hearts and tasted the poison of
wrath and drank the cup of tribulation and became the target
of anger. Therefore sing joyfully in this rose garden:

“Our hearts will be as open shells should He the pearls of grace
bestow;

Our lives will ready targets be were He to hurl the darts of

woe.”
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5 And upon you be glory, O handmaidens of God!

BTy Sl ST,

ABO01517

To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Tabriz

O wise man! I have chanted the verses of your gratitude to
God, for He has assisted you with the hosts of victory from the
Supreme Concourse and strengthened your back in servitude at
His Most Exalted and Supreme Threshold, until you chanted
the verses of guidance in those regions and guided pure souls
in that furthest bank until they saw the greatest signs of their
Lord and heard the call of their Lord from the Most Glorious
Kingdom. So thank God for having crowned your head with
a majestic crown adorned with brilliant jewels shining upon
the regions - namely, the Greatest Guidance. Blessed are you,
then blessed.

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Praise be to God that in
Shishvan the light of guidance of the All-Merciful has become
brilliant and radiant. His Holiness Dhu’l-Asmayn has received
illumination from the light of the Fast and West and benefited
from the bounty of the Lord of the Two Easts and the Lord
of the Two Wests. Likewise, the two blessed brothers have
heard the call spread throughout East and West. The East is
illumined, the West is perfumed, the Orient and Occident are
in each other’s embrace. It is hoped that the means of travel to
the West will be made possible for those two distinguished ones,
so that in those regions they may acquire, with the utmost joy
and fragrance, the sciences current in this time. And this is
not difficult for God.

3 You had written that you were summoned by your organized

assembly, and the friends in Tabriz have also made this request.
For now, you should remain in Urmia and Shishvan spreading
the divine fragrances and completing the service, and main-
tain fellowship with that respected person and those respected
souls. This appears more suitable. Otherwise, proceed as you
deem appropriate. Convey to the respected friends, with ut-
most longing, the Most Glorious Greetings from Abdul-Baha.
I am yearning with heart and soul for Jinab Aqa Mirza Karim
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Hakim, and I seek eternal, everlasting bounty for him and con-
firmations from the Abha Kingdom. I beseech divine protec-
tion and care for the new plantings in the garden of providence.
Show utmost respect on my behalf to that elderly person and
tell him not to grow weary or dejected in conducting his affairs,
and to trust in God. God willing, after affairs are settled, per-
mission for presence will be granted. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01486

To: Muayyid, Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince et al., in

O you two who are firm in the Covenant of the Blessed Beauty!
The Supreme Pen established a binding covenant and a mighty
testament, and according to this covenant and testament all
must show submission and obedience. No escape was left for
anyone, and it was not made conditional upon anything. There-
fore, in every important matter that concerns all, the friends
of God must seek permission and request authorization, and
whatever issues from the Pen of the Covenant they must carry
out. This is the truth.

Now the friends of God must strive night and day to promote
the Word of God and diffuse the divine fragrances. This is
the important matter, and pursuing anything else will lead to
lukewarmness. Although intentions are pure and the aims are
to serve the Cause, still whatever issues from the Pen of the
Covenant must be carried out. And that is that the friends
of God must focus their thoughts solely on teaching the Cause
of God. First one must prepare the necessary materials for
construction, then begin building. Until stone and mortar are
adequately prepared, starting construction or thinking about
decoration will lead to lukewarmness.

Now, like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, all the friends must concentrate their
thoughts on exalting the Word of God. After achieving this
goal, they should attend to order and arrangement. Do not
scatter your thoughts, for this will result in dispersion. Focus
all effort on what is the greatest of matters, and that is teach-
ing the Cause of God, just as all the blessed Tablets are focused
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on this - in no Tablet is there mention of anything else. How-
ever much we strive and imagine, surely whatever issued from
the Supreme Pen is most fitting. How it was in the blessed
days, that same must be carried out, and anything else has no
importance.

For the exaltation of the Word of God and the diffusion of
the divine fragrances, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has emigrated from the
Holy Threshold which is his very spirit and soul, and become
separated from kissing that Threshold which is the desire of his
heart and soul, solely that he might succeed in rendering some
service and servitude. And he has no thought or arrangement
except for exalting the Word of God.

How can I raise my head in shame before the Friend,

When no worthy service came from my hand?
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ABO01512

To: Baha’is of the world, in Khusif

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and servants of the Ancient Beauty!
The Sun of Truth revolved in the zodiac until it shone forth
in the sign of Leo, shedding its light upon all regions. Such
heat and intensity did it bestow, and so brightly did it shine
upon all created things, that it brought forth the realities of all
things from the realm of potentiality into the arena of manifest
existence. And the truth of “When the earth is shaken with
her final earthquake, and the earth yields up her burdens, and
man asks ‘What ails her?” On that Day she will recount her
tidings because your Lord will have inspired her” was fulfilled.
The hidden secret and the guarded mystery that lay concealed
in receptive souls became clear and manifest.

The divine springtime came and infinite bounty descended.
The cloud of mercy bestowed eternal grace and the Sun of
Truth shone from the sign of Cancer. The realm of existence ap-
peared like a garden in the universe. One became a blessed tree,
another the accursed tree. One, like rose and eglantine, dif-
fused ambrosial fragrances, while another, like a thorn, caused
distress to the dwellers of the highest paradise. One bore
goodly fruit, while another [brought forth] bitter [poisonous
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fruit]. Every land and region became either a rose garden of
guidance or a sterile waste sprouting the thorns and weeds of
One became a goodly land, manifesting “brings forth
its vegetation by permission of its Lord,” while another clearly
showed forth the reality of “but that which is bad brings forth
nothing but hardship.”

error.

In brief, O loved ones of God, though the bounty is infinite,
what spiritual benefit or physical gain can come to those who
waste it? They are utterly deprived, forbidden, despairing,
rejected, tormented and subdued. What fault lies with the
morning light if the night-blind bat seeks no shelter save the
cavity of endless doubts? What blame attaches to the holy
fragrances if the dung beetle finds no pleasure in sweet scents
and its nostrils remain unperfumed?

Therefore, O true friends and steadfast ones in the di-
vine Covenant, give thanks for the merciful favors of the
All-Merciful, that you became chameleons and not bats,
nightingales and not dung beetles, goodly trees and not
withered ones, fresh rose gardens and not cold ash heaps.
This is from the bounty of your Lord, the All-Merciful, which
encompasses all possibilities. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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AB01479

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The hearts are burning
and the eyes are weeping at the news of the martyrdom of that
flashing light, Sadiq. The breasts are wounded and the spirits
crushed by sorrow and anguish, for that wronged one fell under
the hands of an unjust and ignorant people, and on account of
the severity of the blows and injuries he sustained, he drained
the honeyed cup of martyrdom. Although for him, this was a
gift and the fruit of bounty confirmed by sacrifice, and he gave
away his life in the city of the martyrdom of His Highness, the
Exalted One (the Bab), even so the hearts of these yearning
ones are wounded and the souls of these destitute ones are
overcome with sadness and grief.
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O would that our eyes were an encompassing sea so that the
waves of our tears, like a flood, could flow forth. But what is
the use, when the world itself is not vast enough to contain
the mourning of the friends. In this world, burning anguish,
weeping, and lamentation are bound by natural limits, but in
the Kingdom the expressions of dismay caused by this calamity
have no such limitations. We beseech God to support and assist
the children of that great person, that they may cause the lamp

of their father to become illumined and follow in his footsteps.

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Thou hadst written
concerning vengeance. The friends must be the wronged ones
of the world, and must intercede on behalf of their slayers and
implore forgiveness for them from the True One, for they are

ignorant, heedless, bewildered, and bereft of understanding.

They imagine that the blood of the loved ones is lawful to
shed, and that the friends deserve a grievous death. Were
they to know, they would not commit this oppression, nor
would they stretch forth the hand of aggression. Yet what can
be done? They are steeped in compound ignorance; they are
beasts wearing turbans.

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Do not suspend the
meetings and gatherings, but let them be held with the utmost
wisdom, and let not more than nine souls assemble in any one
place; for the very act of gathering together causeth alarm in
the people of enmity.

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! Convey unto the
friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha My yearning greetings, and say: In
the day of trial, the most great steadfastness is required, and
firmness and constancy are incumbent. Grieve ye not. Ere long
the heedless shall awaken, and the ignorant shall at last become
knowing. And upon you be the Glory of the All-Glorious.
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To: Yadullah Al Naddaf, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter of the 7th
of Ramadan of this year which you had written to Jinab-i-
Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah was read. Its contents, like musk-laden
fragrance, perfumed the nostrils of the spiritual ones and in-
dicated the attraction of hearts, expansion of breasts, and the
spirit and joy of the friends of God. Therefore the utmost
happiness was attained.

This servant would be unfair if he were not satisfied with the
Naddaf family, for that family endured every affliction in the
path of God and drank every bitter cup. They saw every hu-
miliation and bore every calamity. For thirty years they were
under the torture of the people of error. Every day they made
their breasts the target of the arrow of cruelty. Every evening
they saw the wound of a sword, and in all circumstances they
remained firm and steadfast. I am certainly pleased, content
and happy with them, and I will beseech infinite assistance
and bounties from the Center of Favors for the Naddaf fam-
ily. May that lineage shine like a candle in the assemblage of
the world, and may each and every one of those afflictions and
trials become the talk of every gathering.

In any case, give complete assurance to the cultured Colonel
Husayn-Quli Khan that he is the recipient of divine favors and
is renowned among the divine friends.

Convey the message of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to Ustad Karbila’i ‘Ali
Najjar and Ustad Ghulam and Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Husayn Najjar:
O family of Najjar! Praise be to God that the lights of confir-
mation are clear and evident and the favors of the Lord are lim-
itless. A ray from the Sun of Truth struck those souls. Praise
be to God their hearts were illumined and their souls were
gladdened. My hope is that day by day you will increase in
firmness and steadfastness.

O Yadullah! Although you meet me in the world of dreams,
this servant meets you in soul and consciousness, for you are al-
ways in my thoughts and present in the court of my heart. Con-
vey to all the relatives - the cousin, the brother, the nephew,
the son-in-law and the family - the Most Glorious and Most
Wondrous greetings. I hope to see you again.
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Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to
Jinab-i-Mirza Ni’matu’llah Khan.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Iran

O you who are firm in the Covenant! One who has drunk
from the cup of the Covenant and become swift as the wind
in the desert of the love of God - what need has such a one
for drops of water? Yes, you are right - reinforcement of the
fighting army at the borders is necessary and obligatory. But
this reinforcement is of two kinds: one kind is strengthening,
and the other kind is congratulation. Praise be to God, you are
a fighting army and an alert host not in need of strengthening.
This is mentioned by way of congratulation.

O faithful servant of the Blessed Beauty! Know with absolute
certainty that you have never been forgotten - you have always
been and are in my thoughts. Through the eternal bounty of
the Most Merciful Lord, I hope that you will always be full
of spirit and joy, that you will strive to spread the divine fra-
grances, and that you will become a shooting star and swooping
eagle against the people of the Covenant-breaking.

If there has been any shortcoming or laxity in correspondence,
this is due to occupations, distractions and difficulties that
have so encompassed me that there is absolutely no opportu-
nity to write. Despite this, whenever this servant found an
opportunity, he wrote.

O firm and steadfast one! You may judge the trustworthi-
ness of every steadfast soul by this proof: they are trustees
of the treasures of the Kingdom and confidants of the Lord of
the Realm of Might. Consider then to what degree they are
trusted and reliable. The funds you sent for building the bath
were accepted, but as it happened some friends were prepar-
ing to return but had treasure in their sleeve while their purse
was empty. It was observed that the sweetness of spending it
on the friends’ journey exceeded the comfort and cleanliness
of the bath. Therefore it was spent on their behalf for what
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was necessary, and so you should offer thanks at the Divine
Threshold that you were enabled to render this service.

A letter was previously written and sent to Muntasir al-Dawlih,
and now another is being written. Haji Muhammad Husayn
Haji Bayk Ali is permitted to attain the presence.

i In any case, O you who are assured in God, be confident that

Abdul-Baha has not forgotten you for a moment and never
will. Always bowing my head at the Sacred Threshold, I beg
confirmation and success for you. And upon you be Glory.
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ABO01465

To: Ibtihajul-Mulk, in Iran

O wanderer in the path of Truth! Due to the dominion of the
people you were forced to journey from Gilan to Tehran and
became a wanderer and homeless. ‘Abdu’l-Baha with tearful
eyes remembers day and night the martyrdom of the righteous
ones and the tribulations of the free, and finds not a moment’s
rest or peace. But if you were to compare all tribulations to
the calamities and hardships of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, they would be
as a drop compared to an ocean. The denizens of the Supreme
Concourse and the inhabitants of the Most Glorious Kingdom
have wept over His suffering and tribulation, and their lamen-
tations have risen high.

Among these tribulations are the unfaithful Covenant-breakers
who outwardly show steadfastness to the friends while inwardly
secretly promoting violation of the Covenant, striking at the di-
vine foundation, imagining that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is unaware and
that matters become confused for Him. The purpose is to alert
you that there is someone in Tehran who for five or six years
now has secretly maintained connections with the Covenant-
breakers and promotes violation of the Covenant in utmost
secrecy. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has remained silent out of forbearance,
hoping he might become aware and abandon this cruelty and
error. But he, contrary to this, imagines ‘Abdu’l-Baha to be
mistaken. This person shows some courtesy to you as well, and
through various means, stories and accounts, secretly desires
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to cast doubts. Be aware, and when you detect the odor of
Covenant-breaking from him, counsel him with utmost kind-
ness, saying: “O thoughtless one! Would it not be a pity for
you to cast yourself needlessly into the abyss of destruction
through Covenant-breaking and become an object of the dis-
pleasure of the Blessed Beauty and the hatred of the people
of truth? Observe the center of violation and learn a lesson -
how that lasting glory was transformed into such abasement.
And do not imagine that ‘Abdu’l-Baha will continue to forbear
beyond this, for other souls too will be endangered. Therefore
His duty is to cease concealment unless you repent and show
remorse.”

In any case, you should counsel him extensively. If he does not
accept, then God will surely seize him with the grip of One
mighty and powerful, and this is a promise that will not prove
false.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01527

Glory be to Thee, O my God!

How many souls have soared to the horizon of sanctity, drawn
by the fragrances of Thy holiness; how many spirits have cast
off the garment of their bodies, enkindled by the fire of Thy
love; how many birds have left their physical forms and flown
to the Kingdom of Thy mercy; and how many realities, aflame
and ignited by the fire of Thy love, have hastened to the scenes
of annihilation out of love for Thy beauty. They have detached
themselves from this world and clung to Thy Most Glorious
Kingdom. They spurned this dark and transient abode and
became enamored with the fragrances of Thy holiness, ascend-
ing to Thy Supreme Concourse.

Among them was Thy servant Husayn, who believed in Thee
and Thy verses, was attracted by the signs of Thy oneness, was
enchanted by Thy beauty, and was bewildered by the manifes-
tations of Thy might and majesty, until he migrated unto Thee,
arrived at Thy holy court, and took shelter under the shadow
of the King of Thy Lordship. The glances of Thy merciful eye
were directed toward him from all directions, and the lights of
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Thy bounty shone upon him from every quarter. He sought
refuge in Thy protection, lived beneath Thy shadow, found
tranquility in Thy remembrance, and his heart was gladdened
by Thy favors.

He remained firm in Thy Covenant and Testament, served Thy
Most Holy and Exalted Threshold and Thy Presence - which
transcends the comprehension of the people of wisdom - striv-
ing in Thy path and offering up his soul in Thy love, until he
fled from the abode of delusion. His heart grew weary of the
affairs of this forsaken world, and he longed to meet Thee in
the Frequented Fane and yearned for the shelter of Thy mercy,
O my Forgiving Lord. The fires of longing blazed within his
heart and innermost being, and he hastened to the scene of
annihilation with utmost eagerness, joy and delight from the
light of dawn.

O Lord! Honor his dwelling place, make prosperous his abode,
cause him to enter Thy noble habitation in Thy mighty King-
dom, shelter him in the vicinity of Thy Great Mercy, grant
him the joy of meeting Thee in Thy Most Glorious Kingdom,
make him immortal in Thy Supreme Paradise, and admit him
beneath the shadow of Thy Divine Lote Tree.

O Lord! He was indeed Thy servant who remained firm in
Thy Covenant, was distressed in separation from Thee, was
consumed by the fire of longing for Thee, was illumined by
the light of Thy effulgence, chanted the verses of Thy oneness,
devoted himself to Thy Kingdom of detachment, remembered
Thee in Thy remembrance, contemplated Thy Cause, was glad-
dened in heart by Thy favors, and pondered Thy signs. Treat
him, O my God, in a manner worthy of him, and make him
one of those honored at Thy Holy Threshold, which transcends
the knowledge of all mankind.

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Merciful. Verily, Thou
art the Kind, the All-Merciful, the Gracious, the All-Knowing.
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I do not know how long this fire of separation and remoteness
will continue to burn and consume, and how long the doors of
nearness and reunion will remain closed and shut. It seems that
as long as body draws breath and spirit is stirred by fragrant
breezes, the chain of regret and longing and the fetters of grief
and bewilderment will remain stretched around the necks of
these emigrants.

Although in all times and with the passing of days and ages,
hands are raised in prayer and supplication to the court of the
Lord, and the tongue is occupied with lamentation and crying
and the heart with burning and restlessness - has the tongue
any power of movement left to begin telling, or can we open
our lips to complain, or reveal a drop or splash of what blazes
in the heart and wells up in the breast?

Glory be to God! Every dark night is followed by a luminous
morning, and every hardship and trial and difficulty is suc-
ceeded by victory and relief - except the night of separation
from friends which has no end, and the ocean of remoteness
from loved ones which has no shore.

What can be done? The pen of destiny is in the hand of divine
decree, not in the grasp of human design, and the reins of fate
are in the hands of the All-Powerful Lord, not His poor servants
- and all things are captive in the grip of His power. Therefore
it would be better if, though we be complaint from head to toe
and lamentation from toe to head, we should in one station die
to all desires and imaginings and surrender heart and soul to
His good-pleasure.

And if we observe and witness with subtle vision, in that sta-
tion we would see naught but our own good-pleasure, and from
the rose-garden of destiny would pluck only the flowers of long-
ing and desire to return. For after the servant is effaced in the
good-pleasure of the Worshipped One and the good-pleasure
and desire of the lover is erased in the decree of the Beloved, the
servant’s good-pleasure becomes identical to the good-pleasure
of the Worshipped One, and the Beloved’s good-pleasure be-
comes the very reality of the lover’s good-pleasure.

; When the pen reached the description of this state, both pen

broke and paper tore. We magnify Uncle Qazi with the mag-
nification of God, and we are also seekers and most eager for
Aqa.
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To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

O loving friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although due to the hard-
ships of travel and countless tribulations and day and night
effort and striving, and separation from the world-illumining
Threshold, the body of ‘Abdu’l-Baha became ill and strength
dissipated such that upon arrival in Port Said physical ailments
prevented movement, yet divine protection arrived and confir-
mations from the Abha Kingdom comforted the spirit. There-
fore in these days the illness has abated and these weak fingers
have again taken up writing. And praise be to God, through
the grace of the Abha Beauty the body has been revived and
strength renewed, and now near complete health is at hand.
The divine friends must pray for confirmation of this penitent
servant and beseech intense assistance from the threshold of
the Blessed Beauty, that perhaps one day he may be enabled
to serve at the divine Threshold and draw a breath in this
path. This is my ultimate hope and final prayer and ultimate
desire....

Slite 51 azpa e Ol oL !
PS5 gy e g Sl
o 33 M0l Oll 522 5 g yals
§ oy aby HE GF 5 Mo e
oS peor Pl drdyy Jgoy
u\.xfl:, Ay Sule a0 s cs A
WO o b sl b s s Sl
Db b o s A el o s
Jle ‘_},,49)\4»4}-\} V;-\AJJJS oybgs
jwafzJM5y}M (w,-d.(.\
Al Aol 5 (L o ol
U o855 55 e e ke o b oy
s & Llep i sde gy SDls
BLE) .\sf Gy S Slewl Sl (Shay
dl,)wjéﬂ\mlc\.\bajbwwiw
)

MMKbH#115 p.090x

AB01644

To: Qaini, Ahmad son of Nabil-i-Qain, in Khurasan

God! O thou who hast been tested in the path of God and fol-
lowed in thy father’s footsteps in his adherence to the friends
of God and his detachment from all else but God and his drink-
ing of the bitter cup of hardship and calamity in the love of
God! Excellent, excellent art thou, O thou who art attracted
to God, gladdened by the favors of God, enkindled with the
fire of the love of God, and occupied with the remembrance
of God! T beseech God to make thee a brilliant lamp and a
fresh, verdant, growing, leafy, flowering, fruit-bearing branch,
to illumine thy face with the light of prosperity and success, to
cause thy brow to shine with brilliant rays from the lamp of
guidance, to make thee successor to him who sacrificed his all
in the path of God, companion to love and detachment from
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all save God, associate of His mention and praise, and intimate
of His holy fragrances among all peoples.

Blessed art thou for becoming intoxicated with the cup of tribu-
lation and enkindled with the fire of the love of God. Thou
found the poison of torment to be sweet and palatable, and
severe punishment to be honey and wine. Thou followed the
example of that one ascended to the Abha Kingdom and em-
ulated that one who reached the Supreme Companion. Days
pass and breaths come to an end, but there is a difference be-
tween one who passes them in comfort, ease and desires, and
one who spends them in calamity, hardship, tribulation and
captivity in God’s path. The end of the former is like a desert
mirage which the thirsty one mistakes for water, while the lat-
ter’s end is “Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and mercy.”
The former begins in pleasure and ends in regret; the latter
starts bitter but ends in an ocean of honey and sugar. The
former appears as a lamp but inwardly leads astray; the latter
appears as darkness but contains the spring of the water of life.
The lesson lies in the outcomes and endings - beware of being
deceived by beginnings!

As extreme sorrow was felt from the tribulations that befell
you, therefore this brief note is written. God willing, replies to
your letters will be sent soon. Convey most glorious greetings
to all the friends of God. In the Holy Shrine, the circumambu-
lation point of the Supreme Concourse, we remember all the
friends. And glory be upon you and upon them all.
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O phoenix of that immortal flame kindled in the sacred Tree!
Baha’u’llah - may my life, my soul, my spirit be offered up as
a sacrifice unto His lowly servants - hath, during His last days
on earth, given the most emphatic promise that, through the
outpourings of the grace of God and the aid and assistance
vouchsafed from His Kingdom on high, souls will arise and
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holy beings appear who, as stars, would adorn the firmament
of divine guidance; illumine the dayspring of loving-kindness
and bounty; manifest the signs of the unity of God; shine with
the light of sanctity and purity; receive their full measure of
divine inspiration; raise high the sacred torch of faith; stand
firm as the rock and immoveable as the mountain; and grow
to become luminaries in the heavens of His Revelation, mighty
channels of His grace, means for the bestowal of God’s boun-
tiful care, heralds calling forth the name of the One true God,
and establishers of the world’s supreme foundation.

These shall labour ceaselessly, by day and by night, shall heed
neither trials nor woe, shall suffer no respite in their efforts,
shall seek no repose, shall disregard all ease and comfort, and,
detached and unsullied, shall consecrate every fleeting moment
of their lives to the diffusion of the divine fragrance and the
exaltation of God’s holy Word. Their faces will radiate heav-
enly gladness, and their hearts be filled with joy. Their souls
will be inspired, and their foundation stand secure. They shall
scatter in the world, and travel throughout all regions. They
shall raise their voices in every assembly, and adorn and re-
vive every gathering. They shall speak in every tongue, and
interpret every hidden meaning. They shall reveal the myster-
ies of the Kingdom, and manifest unto everyone the signs of
God. They shall burn brightly even as a candle in the heart of
every assembly, and beam forth as a star upon every horizon.
The gentle breezes wafted from the garden of their hearts shall
perfume and revive the souls of men, and the revelations of
their minds, even as showers, will reinvigorate the peoples and
nations of the world.

I am waiting, eagerly waiting for these holy ones to appear; and
yet, how long will they delay their coming? My prayer and
ardent supplication, at eventide and at dawn, is that these
shining stars may soon shed their radiance upon the world,
that their sacred countenances may be unveiled to mortal eyes,
that the hosts of divine assistance may achieve their victory,
and the billows of grace, rising from His oceans above, may
flow upon all mankind. Pray ye also and supplicate unto Him
that through the bountiful aid of the Ancient Beauty these
souls may be unveiled to the eyes of the world.

The glory of God rest upon thee, and upon him whose face
is illumined with that everlasting light that shineth from His
Kingdom of Glory.
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To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

O God! O my mighty refuge and my exalted shelter, my succor
and my protection and my sanctuary! I supplicate before the
Throne of Thy mercifulness and the threshold of Thy oneness
that Thou mayest rain down Thy manifold confirmations and
favors upon this servant of Thine who was born in the cradle of
Thy love, nourished from the breast of Thy knowledge, reared
in the lap of Thy servitude, nurtured in the bosom of Thy life-
giving Faith, until such time as he was fully developed through
the outpourings of Thy bounty, attained maturity through Thy
loving-kindness and turned his face with devotion toward Thy
countenance, with his heart wholly centered on Thee and his
reliance completely placed in Thee.

He yearns for every service at Thy holy threshold
and seeks complete servitude at the gate of Thy oneness, that
he may become a diffuser of the fragrances of Thy mercy, a
herald of Thy Cause in Thy realm, one who mentions Thy
remembrance among Thy servants, and a guide for those who
have gone astray to the wellspring of Thy mercifulness, and
thereby draw near unto Thee and approach the court of Thy
holiness.

O Lord, my Lord! Graciously aid him to attain this glori-
ous bounty and to partake of this rare privilege. Gladden his
bosom with the light of Thy knowledge and loose his tongue
through the vitalizing breaths of Thy celestial might. Enable
him to intone the verses of divine unity in the assemblies of
the detached and to chant with sanctified melody in the rose-
gardens of Thy singleness. Grant him the joy of gazing upon
the resplendent light of Thy mercy in the mystic Paradise and
enable him to reveal the evidences of Thy grace amongst Thy
servants by the manifestation in his luminous temple of the
signs of Thy bounty. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
Thou art the Merciful, and verily Thou art the One possessed
of great bounty.

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beloved! This prayer
was offered at the threshold of the All-Glorious for the ful-
fillment of your hopes, that divine confirmation and success
might be granted, and surely this wish will be fulfilled. The
services of his honor Samandar, the kindled divine fire, from
early childhood until now, have been accepted, beloved and
witnessed at the Sacred Threshold. Now too they increase day
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by day, including the teaching gathering which they have re-
cently arranged, and surely confirmations will reach it.

Convey to the assured, confident and tested maidservant of
God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting - your mother
and aunt - the Most Glorious and Most Beautiful greetings
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha, making them joyous and glad. Also con-
vey utmost longing to his honor the teacher and the honored
brothers. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO01581

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
That which thou hadst written was noted. All were glad tid-
ings of the diffusion of divine fragrances and signs of the ap-
pearance of clear verses. Although trials and persecution from
brothers and corruption and sedition from the envious have
reached such a degree that even rock and clay weep over the
state of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, despite this the contents of that loved
one’s letter brought joy and gladness, for praise be to God,
that bewildered and passionate one is enamored with the di-
vine Beauty and disgraced by love of that heavenly Beloved.
Night and day like a moth he has burned wings and feathers
around the candle of the Covenant, and day and night he has
intoxicated the friends from the cup of the Covenant, and con-
stantly thinks of guiding the people of that land and realm, his
morning fragrant and his evening chamber illumined.

O longtime friend! Whatever is witnessed will ultimately be-
come illusion, imagination, reflections in mirrors, or shadows
- except for the divine universal forms that become embod-
ied and personified in the mirror of the Abha Kingdom and
cast their radiance below and show their image in the world of
earth, so that the truth “all things perish save His Face” may
be inscribed on the scroll of the horizons. Therefore, O wise
one of the age, seek with thy soul and desire with thy heart
and watch with thine eye until that Beloved of bounty appears
in the palace of hopes and that brilliant Star rises from the
manifest horizon.
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Now is the time of polo and the season of plain and field. Con-
sider the opportunity a blessing and let not the chance slip
away. Water the seed that the divine Farmer has planted in
that field, and as much as thou canst become a heavenly farmer
and scatter pure seed in that soil so that through the bounty
of the Covenant it may become verdant and flourishing and
through the heat of the kindled fire of the Covenant it may
quickly bear fruit. We have always been and are awaiting news
from you.

Gather all the friends together and like a candle aflame in the
assembly convey to all this servant’s longing, so they may be
moved to ecstasy and joy by the sanctified fragrances.
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AB01630

To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of the gardens
of the Covenant! Months, nay years and ages have passed,
and we have not heard thy sweet call, nor have the breezes of
faithfulness wafted from that luxuriant garden. Where are thy
spiritual attractions, and where are thy melodies in the divine
gardens, and where is thy rising and shining like candles in
spiritual gatherings? Arise to serve thy Lord’s Cause, speak
forth in praise of thy Master, and call the people to the fountain
of life and the path of salvation. Roar like lions in the thickets,
and coo like the holy dove in the gardens. Sing and chant
and cry out, saying: “By God the True One! The Spirit hath
awakened me from my slumber and established me in such
servitude to my Lord that I glory and pride myself therein
above kings throughout all ages, cycles and epochs. I am he
whom my Lord hath crowned with the diadem of acceptance
at His holy luminous threshold, and seated upon the throne of
certitude in the realm of faithfulness. I am he whom He gave
to drink from the cup of bestowal, removed from me the veil,
immersed me in the sea of bounty, clothed me in the robe of
supreme guidance, and made me a sign of His resplendent love
in the highest horizon.”
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Hasten! Hasten! O ye who long to witness radiant lights that
have shone forth! Hasten! Hasten! O ye who are attracted to a
countenance that hath dawned! Hasten! Hasten! O ye who are
in need of wealth that hath overflowed! Hasten! Hasten! O ye
who are fearful, to the impregnable shelter! Hasten! Hasten! O
ye who thirst, to the spring of living waters! Hasten! Hasten!
O ye who are deprived, to the mighty portion! By the life
of Baha! This call delighteth attentive ears, these melodies
gladden pure hearts, this address remindeth heedless souls and
gathereth them beneath the unfurled standard, bringeth them
under the extended shade, and leadeth them to the praised
station.

My God, my God! Thou art the Helper and the Supporter
of every soul that hath arisen to assist Thy manifest Cause
and Thy mighty Covenant. Thou confirmest whomsoever Thou
willest with hosts that thunder like pealing thunder in bondage,
from Thy Most Glorious Kingdom and Thy Most Exalted Do-
minion. O Lord! Aid this servant of Thine with the angels
of inspiration and confirmation, spread through him Thy fra-
grances throughout all worlds, strengthen him to present Thy
proofs and evidence, and make him successful in guiding Thy
creation with power and sovereignty. Verily Thou art the All-
Merciful, and verily Thou art the Confirmer of all humanity.

Sgl sdslie 4V ogkall Ll Ll
b J Ogdetl L) Il Sl e
550 Al osrldl L) L) Ll cs
a1 0,8 Lol ) ) il
aell ST ST L) i) ) oAl
oo gl LL1 1 Ogey 21 L) Il 1)
T3y aglall I3V ST s Ny N
ggUzL\\ijE&; @;LJ\E{AJ\rLUY\oJA
sl Tl o on 2ty sl s
rUﬂ\d\rﬁk{x; {phi\:gg\é FQL%‘}
b}&é\

o K el o)y ) il A AL
il il 5 Gl Sl i e ol
GopdlapS pdade ot oL o 45
NS YRS L <X SARNFIRN
PUYI T SO s ST adl O
Ol e o 5 OS5 Sl 421
iy Sl Bl o a5 Oladl 5 Sonz
a2l Sy e el K ollakr
sl K

TSS.152

AB01648

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran

O thou whom the Lord hath aided to magnify His Word and
to diffuse the sweet savours of the rose-garden of His holiness.
Thou hast, for some time, been a companion of these enrap-
tured souls and hast associated with these yearning ones in
this Most Great Prison. Praise be to God, for thy brow hath
been illumined and thy sight brightened by the dust of the sa-
cred Shrine. Time and again, thou hast attained the honour of
visiting the Exalted Threshold—that Spot round which circle
the celestial Concourse, that Sanctuary of the denizens of the
Abha Kingdom—and hast detected the sweet scents of holiness.
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Now, aided by heavenly power, divine strength, celestial attrac-
tion, and spiritual vigour; endowed with inner joy, a radiant
countenance, an eloquent tongue, an outstanding utterance,
and words of perfect praise; and confirmed by the outpouring
flood of His Grace, return thou to the land of Ta’, and thence
to the land of Kha’ Gather then together the believers in that
land round the all-embracing Word, the luminous bounty, the
manifest sign, and the glorious banner of the Book of God and
His Faith, so that they may be revived and refreshed through
the breaths of this supreme bestowal, and may be so set ablaze
with the immortal flame kindled in the sacred Tree that each
may become a kindled torch, a shining orb, and a brilliant star.
The glory of God rest upon thee.

Convey my warmest loving greetings to the beloved of the Mer-
ciful, and tell them on behalf of this servant: “O ye who have
quaffed from the Heavenly Cup, O ye who are attracted to the
beauty of the All-Merciful! The Abha Beloved and desire of
the celestial Concourse—may I offer up my soul, my spirit, my
life, my essence, and mine inmost being for His loved ones—
throughout these long years endured all manner of trials and
tribulations, woes and hardships, chains and fetters, and even
this afflictive prison. All the while, He trained you beneath
the shadow of the divine Teachings that ye might, on a day
such as this, arise to proclaim the Faith of God and magnify
His Word. Now is the time for you to forget all else but Him,
even as did the disciples of Christ. Now is the time for you to
surge forth like a mighty ocean, that the sweet savours of God
may perfume the East and the West.”
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AB01625

To: Khadijih Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Tihran

O speaking leaf, attracted by the fragrances of God, stirred by
the breeze wafting from the gardens of God’s bounty! Your
eyes have been cooled by beholding the manifest light, your
spirit has been revived by inhaling the pure and fragrant musk,
your face has beamed with supreme joy, and your tongue has
been loosened in praise of your gracious Lord. Blessed art thou
for having remained firm in the Covenant, detested discord,
held fast to the hem of the robe of grandeur, clung to the
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garment of guidance, rejoiced in the glad-tidings of God, and
been attracted by the light that shone forth and gleamed from
the horizon of unity and the dawning-place of oneness. Well
is it with thee to have this cup brimming with the choice wine
of the love of God. Therefore, be thou gladdened in heart,
revived in spirit, smiling of countenance, and of joyful eye. Let
thy face beam with delight, for this is the great bounty, this is
the manifest light, this is the ancient triumph.

How much your news brought joy and delight to the leaves,
especially the news about the honored aunt. They became
very hopeful that God willing, that wanderer would find sta-
bility, that scattered one would find peace of mind, that es-
tranged one would enter the exalted palace of the Lord, and
that suffering one would find the healing of the All-Merciful.
Indeed, if you succeed in rendering such service, you will be-
come distinguished among all the handmaidens of God and
in the gathering of the leaves of the Tree of Bounty, and you
will cause several leaves to become fresh, delicate, verdant and
flourishing. Therefore, show forth effort and zeal. Turn to the
Abha Kingdom and seek assistance from the Supreme Con-
course. With a radiant face, an enkindled heart, a spirit filled
with glad-tidings, an abundant soul, an eloquent tongue and
compelling speech, turn to her. Surely the confirmations of
the Spirit will arrive and the divine confirmations will be your
companion. Convey to the brothers, Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah,
the handmaiden of God the mother, the handmaiden of God
the sister, and all the other leaves, the Most Glorious, Most
Wondrous greetings, and give them the glad-tidings of the holy
fragrances that are spreading from the direction of grace. Soon
the breezes of fellowship will waft from the paradise of God’s
bounty and will perfume all regions and districts. And you will
see the sincere men and women in great joy. Praise be to God,
the Lord of the Worlds.
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AB12163

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O thou whom God hath educated and perfected in courtesy!

That which was inscribed by the pen of the love of God upon
the page of writing was noted. In truth, delivering the afore-
mentioned letter from the Counsellor to the Ambassador con-
tradicts the wisdom mentioned in psalms and tablets. However,
Sheikh Reza’s intention was to render a service, and he sent
that letter here with utmost speed, but we did not give it, for
the same consideration that His Honor Yamin holds and has
concealed from you. Please convey this wanderer’s greetings
to them and say that we are considerate in every respect, and
the proof is that we did not allow the aforementioned letter to
be sent from here.

In short, that letter from the Counsellor is enclosed within this
letter, but it must be delivered to the Counsellor himself hand
to hand, as it is a trust - it must either reach His Honor the
Ambassador or be presented to the Counsellor himself. Verily
God commands you to deliver trusts to their owners.

In any case, there is no time or opportunity to write more
than this now, as a group of American pilgrims are waiting to
meet, and truly meeting them brings spirit and fragrance, for
they are people of arts and sciences, among the notables and
eminent ones of that land, and are in the utmost state of being
enkindled with the fire of the love of God.

And do not forget this point: that if His Imperial Majesty’s
royal will is inclined, or if the honored nobles, great princes
and illustrious ministers deem it expedient that travel from
Iran to these parts should cease, at the mere indication from
the justice-dispensing court, we will issue a definitive command
and severe prohibition that not even a bird should fly from Iran
to this region.

Praise be to God, the holy fragrances have perfumed the hori-
zons, for we are commanded by clear text and evident, perspic-
uous utterance that admits of no interpretation or explanation
to obey, be faithful to and submit to the government, and we
can never oppose in small or great matters, secretly or openly.
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This is the truth, and after truth there is naught but manifest
error.
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AB01539

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran

O God! How subtle is the flow of Thy love in hearts drawn to
the fragrances of Thy holiness, and how sweet is beholding the
signs of Thy oneness in realities informed by the outpouring
of Thy mercy, and how delectable is the sweet water from the
Kawthar of Thy knowledge springing from hearts stirred by
the breezes of the gardens of servitude unto Thee. O Lord!
Thou hast created nothing more wondrous in all creation than
this, nor ordained any station in existence greater than this. O
Lord! Servitude is wonderful to behold, and bondage is before
the eyes of the discerning, and evanescence at the gate of Thy
oneness is the ultimate hope of the stars in the heaven of lights,
and effacement is the final goal of the possessors of mysteries.

By Thy mighty sovereignty! If Thou shouldst raise me to
the highest horizon of glory and seat me upon the throne of
grandeur, and make my face shine with the light of beauty, and
cause the waves of the sea of perfection to surge around me,
and perfect upon me all blessings, O my exalted Lord, and sup-
port me with all the hosts of the Concourse on High, and raise
the banner of my being upon the loftiest peaks of grandeur,
and ordain for me every good thing Thou hast created in the
kingdom of creation - none of these would equal even a tenth
part of a particle of servitude at Thy exalted threshold and
bondage before Thy sublime presence.

For this is the comfort of my spirit, the joy of my heart, the
healing of my illness, the cooling of my burning, the quenching
of my thirst, the light of my countenance, the solace of my
eyes, the whiteness of my face, the perfume of my nostrils,
the sweetness of my taste, the peace of my heart, and the
tranquility of my soul. Therefore, O my God, confirm me in
this station, for which I yearn for drops from the overflowing of
its surging crimson sea, and long to inhale its fragrances that
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have perfumed the horizons. Verily Thou art the Generous,

the Exalted. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O Lord! This is a servant who has turned with his whole being
to Thy glorious Kingdom, who has detached himself from all
else but Thee, who has been set ablaze by the fire kindled in the
Tree of Thy mercy, who has been drawn by the sweet-scented
breaths wafting from the gardens of Thy oneness, who has held
fast to Thy sure handle and clung to the hem of the robe of
grandeur. O Lord! Make him a banner among the people, a
radiant lamp in the kingdom of creation, a tongue speaking
Thy remembrance, O Lord of the hereafter and this world, a
herald calling out Thy name in the assemblies of the wise, a
guide to Thy path among humanity, and a promoter of Thy
religion, O Lord of the highest heavens. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the All-Giving.
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AB01595

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran

O you who are steadfast on the path of God’s Cause! Stead-
fastness is the greatest attribute of the human world and the
most glorious gift of the All-Merciful Lord. As He says: “Those
who say ‘Our Lord is God’ and then remain steadfast, the an-
gels descend upon them.” The proof of this steadfastness and
evidence of this gift is sacrifice and zeal and fervor in the di-
vine path. When a tree establishes firm roots and strengthens
its foundation, it bears fruit and yields fresh produce. This
means that souls who are firm and steadfast in the Cause of
God become successful in deeds and confirmed in conduct that
brings joy and delight to the friends and gladdens the hearts
of the beloved ones.

2 During the time when His Holiness Ali-Qabli-Akbar (upon him
be the Most Glorious Glory of God) was bound in chains for the
divine path and companion to prison, bearing successive trials
in love for the Manifest Light, wearing golden collars around
his neck and chains like the ornamental sashes of earthly kings,
that honored one showed the utmost care for the well-being of
his relatives and consoled them. Therefore, they loosed their
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tongues in utmost gratitude for his noble efforts and began
offering thanks:

“My Lord and my Hope! This is Your servant who has clung
to the hem of Your favors and been attracted by Your holy
fragrances and been ignited by the fire kindled in the Tree of
Your oneness and has arisen with all his strength to exalt Your
Word and spread Your sweet savors and cause Your lights to
shine forth and Your mysteries to be revealed and to magnify
Your signs and adorn Your banners and proclaim Your virtues
and make universal Your mercies. O my Lord! Assist him
with Your confirmations and make him a clear standard in Your
Cause and a brilliant lamp in the glass of Your love and a sweet
spring for those thirsting for Your love and a verdant garden
for the birds of Your mercy and make perpetual upon him Your
outpourings and shower upon him the rain of Your blessings.
Verily You are the Generous, the Mighty, the Merciful.”

Convey to the pure and sanctified leaf, the handmaid of God,
his wife, the Most Glorious Most Wondrous greetings, and like-
wise to his illustrious children and to Mustashar and to Mirza
Sadiq and the brothers and relatives. We hope through God’s
bounty that all may rest beneath the Lote Tree of the Utmost
Paradise and be confirmed by the confirmations of the Most
Glorious Kingdom. And glory be upon you and upon all who
are firm in God’s Covenant.
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To: Baha’is of Yazd et al.

O Zoroastrian friends and beloved ones of God! Jamshid men-
tioned your names in his letter and praised you, saying that
those enamored of the Face of the Beloved and bewildered by
His tresses have shed their outer shell and reached the sweet
kernel within, have escaped from the snares of the evil ones and
flown to the rose garden of God. This sweet message brought
joy, and this writing brought happiness and comfort.

We arose in praise and glorification of the Lord: “O Creator!
These Persians are enchanted by Your Face, intoxicated by
Your nature, and wandering in Your path. Grant them shelter
in Your protection and admit them to Your court. Make their
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station lofty and their star bright and luminous. Kindle their
lamp and make their day victorious. Burn away their veils
and turn their gaze away from the earthly world so they may
behold the pure realm, gather bouquets of yearning from the
mystic rose garden, begin their servitude at Your threshold,
harmonize with the songs of the celestial birds, and like the
truthful ones, prostrate with this servant of Your threshold in
worship. You are the Mighty, You are the All-Seeing.”
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AB01549

To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa, in Yazd

O handmaiden of God, illumined leaf! Although many spiri-
tual letters have been sent to your esteemed name until now, at
this moment I was again reminded of you and spiritual feelings
arose from the martyrdom of His Holiness the martyr. With-
out hesitation and involuntarily, I was compelled to write this
letter. O sister of the martyr! That glorious light has a new
bestowal for you in the Abha Kingdom and constantly chants
verses of unity in the Supreme Concourse.

O handmaiden of God! I was engaged in writing this letter
when Aga Siyyid Muhsin arrived and just now, while writing
this letter, delivered your letter. Among its contents was “I
think only of you, why don’t you remember me? You never
leave my thoughts.” What a coincidence! Be fair and do not
complain unjustly, for I was thinking of you when this letter
was delivered. The Blessed Beauty - may my spirit be sac-
rificed for His loved ones - knows and sees that I am always
thinking of you. I never cease, and I beseech God to make you
the essence of sanctification among the handmaidens of the
Merciful, to make you pure, to make you a sign of guidance
and an illumined, sanctified handmaiden of God and a cher-
ished maidservant of the Blessed Beauty. There is no doubt
that the helplessness and supplication of this servant will be
accepted at the Divine Threshold.
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O handmaiden of God! Arouse and entice the handmaidens
of God, and show them the way of training the children with
enthusiasm and detachment, because the first educators of chil-
dren are mothers. They must foster them with the milk of
the love of God from infancy and rear them in the bosom of
His knowledge. They must animate and stimulate them to
show forth praiseworthy character and good behaviour and de-
meanour, so that these saplings of the rose garden of God’s be-
stowals will be infinitely refreshed and beautified in the Abha
Paradise with the life-giving breeze of guidance. Convey spiri-
tual regards on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the handmaidens of
God in that land. Upon thee be praise and salutation.
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AB01649

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt

O thou who hast devoted thy life to the service of the Cause
of God, and spent thy time in diffusing the divine fragrances,
and joined thy night to thy day in exalting the Word of God!

For such a one befits this glorious station and drinking from
this cup whose mixture is of Zanjabil, due to the potency of its
pure wine and the force of its all-encompassing influence. The
sweet contents of the clear book gave the taste of flowing water
and the spring of Tasnim to those who long for it. It arrived
at a time when intense sorrows encompassing heart and soul
became the cause of comfort to the conscience and solace to the
spirit, for it emanated from a heart full of spirit and fragrance.

Your hardships and difficulties in the path of the Lord of Glory
are beyond measure, and this is the greatest proof of accep-

tance at the court of the Most Luminous and Greatest Beauty.
So thank God for this.

Regarding the two newly-lit candles, two writings were re-
quested and have been written, enclosed with the letter.

Among the friends in Egypt, unity is necessary in whatever way
possible, even if outwardly, for opposition makes others bold
and causes disgrace to the Cause of God, harming all. “Hold
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fast, all together, to the cord of God and be not divided.” And
upon you be glory.

Constant communication with the Hands is necessary at all
times, and showing love is beneficial as it increases the warmth
of the love of God.

At the end of your letter, you promised to send a second letter
with details, but the second letter has not arrived. We are
waiting.

Jadaid has some love, but he is a changeable youth. Show him
love but intimacy with him is not permissible. Raphael is a
quiet person, sincere and good-natured. Make an effort in his
education and training.

You have surely seen the treatises of doubts from the people of
languor, and now Jamal Parvabal is also continuously publish-
ing meaningless papers and making false accusations against
this servant that even the mindless understand such base ex-
pressions are fitting for those lying mouths, not this servant.
Anyway, the new paper of that deranged one will be sent -
observe in what realm they are gathered. And if there is op-
portunity, write a reply.
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AB01592

To: Alice R P Morton

Through Mrs. McKnaughton, handmaiden of God Mrs. Alice
R.P. Morton: O thou handmaiden of God! What thou hadst
written was noted. If thou wishest to discover the mysteries
of the divine Kingdom, move beyond the world of imitation,
observe with thine own eyes, hear with thine own ears, and
carefully consider the Cause of Christ and likewise the Cause
of the Blessed Beauty.

When Christ ascended, only a small number had become be-
lievers and were assured, and the greatest of the apostles was
Peter the renowned. Despite this, he denied Christ three times.
But observe the Cause of the Blessed Beauty - at the time of
His ascension, hundreds of thousands of souls were gathered
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under the banner of certainty and were in complete steadfast-
ness and firmness. The proof of this is that hundreds upon
hundreds hastened to the field of martyrdom with utmost joy
and gladness and sacrificed their lives and property. Among
these is the incident in Yazd - surely thou hast heard how men
and women sacrificed their lives and were cut to pieces by the
sword of oppression with utmost steadfastness. Observe how
great this Cause is!

3 Likewise, the fame of Christ in His time spread in Palestine,
but the fame of the Blessed Beauty in the days of God be-
came world-encompassing. Christ resisted a small band from
among the Jewish people and was mostly hidden in wilderness
and desert, while the Blessed Beauty arose openly and visi-
bly against all nations and governments. Christ did not write
even a letter to Herod and Pilate who were two governors of
the Holy Land, but the Blessed Beauty sent sufficient and com-
plete proclamations to all the kings of the world. Know then
how great this Cause is!

Though others are heedless, be thou awakened and walk not
in imitation of fathers and ancestors. Soon thou shalt see that
the divine standard is raised in all regions of the earth and the
banner of truth waves. I beseech God that thou mayest open
the eye of truth and discover reality and become a cause of
illumination in this dark world. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB01580

To: Aqa Mir Aga Khan

O wandering and impassioned one! Will there come a time
when you become renowned in East and West for your divine
madness and become notorious throughout the world, without
name or trace among humanity - meaning that you completely
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sacrifice heart and soul for the Beloved and forsake family, lin-
eage, self and belongings? If you knew how precious this sta-
tion is and how delicious this food, you would surely forsake
everything, take up the overflowing cup, create excitement and
fervor, and scatter musk and ambergris.

Time makes humans nameless. Consider that the famous ones
and renowned kings have crept into the corner of forgetfulness
“and thou hearest not from them any sound or whisper.” Given
this, what permanence, what remedy, what existence and what
self-worship remains for you and me? The truly mad ones of
the world are those who see yet are blind, who hear yet are
deaf. Madness has many forms.

In any case, if you are sober, follow the path to the dwellings of
the mad ones, and if you are wise, make your home in the nest
of those possessed - meaning become mad and estranged from
the affairs of this world, and become intimate with and wise
to the holy fragrances, peerlessly rational. Become unaware
of this world and gain knowledge of that other realm. Become
unconscious of this dustheap and conscious of the eternal world.
Walk in the footsteps of the free ones and follow the path of the
noble ones. Free yourself and release yourself from every bond
until you become a star in the heavens and a shining moon,
delivered from the eclipse and darkness of this world.

Whatever you do and show forth and strive and boil and cry
out, you will become like those who came before - meaning
no trace or fruit will remain enduring and established - unless
you become bewildered by that Beauty and yearning for that
brilliant Moon. Take the path of the lovers and run in pursuit
of the yearning ones. Heave a heart-burning sigh and set that
realm ablaze with the fire of the love of God.

This is my counsel. Accept it if you wish, or leave it if you
wish. Verily my Lord is independent of all the worlds. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Azizullah Misbah

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! Thy spir-
itual mathnavi was read and thy peerless ghazal was recited.
That one was supplication and entreaty and prayer to the King-
dom of Verses, and this one was an expression of attraction and
enkindlement with the fire of the love of God. Both were elo-
quent and articulate, novel and pleasing. They contained uni-
versal meanings and explained the mysteries of divine bounty.
They mentioned the Ancient Beauty and praised and extolled
the Most Great Name. As the poet says: “Whence comes this
musician who uttered the Beloved’s name?”

> His praises and attributes of the Divine Unity are comprehen-
sive, His praise encompasses all creation, and His laudation
and glorification include all the Manifestations of grace. When
thou praisest the sun, thou hast praised all the stars, even ev-
ery brilliant lamp. The attributes and praises of the ocean
include every spring and river.

Blessed is the tongue that engages in His praise and prayer, and
blessed is the eye that removes the veil, and how fortunate is
the soul that gallops in this field! Give thanks to God that thou
art intoxicated from the cup of the Covenant and in this divine
feast thou holdest the cup of the All-Merciful. Thou hast found
spiritual ecstasy and divine joy, become intoxicated with the
heavenly Kawthar, drunk from the fountain of Tasnim, and
been refreshed by the living waters.

1 Thy talent has become the companion of divine inspiration
and has strung the pearls of the mysteries of inner meanings.
Thou must strive night and day so that this flowing spring
may become a gushing fountain and this small stream may be-
come a mighty sea. Then in this divine garden, like a spiritual
nightingale with celestial melodies, thou wilt express spiritual
stations and teach the mysteries of divine unity. In the school
of mystical knowledge thou wilt explain reality, make every stu-
dent a dear teacher, and nurture every infant with sweet milk.
Thou wilt transform earthly children into heavenly youths and
make Persian children into spiritual adolescents. Thou wilt
open thy tongue with the bounty of the All-Merciful in such a
way that with wondrous melodies thou wilt cause the people of
the Supreme Concourse to cry out. This is the great bounty!
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This is the manifest triumph! And upon thee be greetings and 1;;)\ Se s odl A0 e Vs f:la'.d\
praise. At
MKT4.102, AHB_121BE #04 p.000,

TZHS8.0399, MSHR2.144x, YMM.063,
DMSB.031

AB01598

To: Gulshad daughter of Murtida Sarvistani et al.

1 O relatives of his honor Za’ir Aqa Morteza! May you attain = Al lo, o2 - BT 51 ol e (!
divine good-pleasure and achieve heavenly grace and bounty. I | 3 5l db S Sty s S 4y 5B
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the All-Glorious, the Most Holy, the Mighty, the Generous.
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O his honor Za’ir, upon you be the Glory of God and His praise.
Name the young girl Atiyyih.
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ABO01611

To: Khayyat, Ali Muhammad et al.

O true friends! The gathering that Jinab-i-Khan arranged was
an assembly that reflected the Concourse on High - it has below
what exists above. When the gathering of Baha'is is organized
and the yearning lovers of the Divine Beauty come together
like the Pleiades constellation in their sphere and arrange a
meeting, that is the reflection of the Abha Kingdom and the
radiance of the fellowship of the Supreme Concourse.

O friends of Truth! In every moment offer a hundred thousand
thanks and joy, and show enthusiasm and delight that in the
cycle of the Greatest Name and the dispensation of the Ancient
Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), you
have been gathered under the shade of the Divine Lote Tree
and have been blessed with the most great bounty of the All-
Glorious, have been quickened by the breath of life, have found
repose in the shadow of the Tree of Paradise, have been seated
upon the throne of ancient and supreme glory, have entered
the ranks of those whom He singles out for His mercy as He
willeth, have clung to the hem of the Covenant, have become
of the people of radiance, and have drunk from the overflowing
cup.

In the Supreme Concourse you have been named the servants
of Baha, and in the earthly kingdom you are mentioned by His
name. Soon will the pavilion of “Verily glory belongeth unto
God and unto His servants who are firm in the Covenant” be
raised high in the Abha Kingdom, and those sheltered in that
extended shade shall attain to the praiseworthy station.

1 And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your detailed letter was
read and its events noted. Surely you remember the day you
left this Holy Land for that region, what promise was made to
you verbally and what words were explicitly uttered. These are
the fruits of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heartfelt supplications that have
appeared and will continue to appear. Be confident in the
assistance of the Abha Kingdom and the confirmations of the
Blessed Beauty.

Praise be to God that you are engaged in diffusing the divine
fragrances with utmost sincerity and are occupied with teach-
ing the Cause of God. The divine hosts show their might in this
arena and the overwhelming power of the Lord arrays its battle
lines in the realm of heart and spirit. Observe how from the
day of your departure from this land until now, in all circum-
stances and situations, confirmation and success have arrived.
And certainly you will witness even greater things than what
you have seen. Praise and glory be to the Ever-Living, Self-
Subsisting Lord who has nurtured His loved ones with such
bounties and confirmed them with such assistance.

In any case, arise with utmost power to exalt the Word of
God. Have absolutely no hesitation or fear. Like a nightingale,
sing the most wondrous melodies in the garden of the love of
God and guide all birds to the garden of the Abha Kingdom.
Consider wisdom somewhat as well, so that you may become
a manifestation of “We strengthened them with a third.”

Travel through Khurasan is necessary and essential so that you
may discuss the greatness of the Covenant with the friends of
God in utmost joy and fragrance. First, reach Sabzivar as
soon as possible and there engage in explaining the mysteries
of the Covenant and servitude at His threshold. Successive
confirmations will arrive and continuous success will follow.

5 Regarding what you wrote about meeting with his honor the
most glorious one - excellent indeed is what you have done.
God willing, it will yield great fruits for the Cause of God. 1
beseech God to confirm you in matters even greater than this.
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He is truly the Guardian, the Praiseworthy. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB01596

To: Mirza Sadiq (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada)

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

At this time when the heaven of existence is adorned with the
manifestations of praiseworthy lights, and the sea of realities
bestows the pearls of wisdom upon the shores of creation, and
the fire of guidance shines forth from the Kingdom of Abha,
and the candle of divine manifestations is bright and luminous
in the chamber of hearts - at such a time must that memento of
the two brilliant Daysprings and radiant Orbs be so enkindled
with the fire of the love of God as to set ablaze all the friends
of God in that land and region.

These fleeting days shall end, this temporary carpet shall be

rolled up, this earthly edifice shall be demolished and ruined.

Therefore, O flower of the rose-garden of the love of God, it
is time to bloom and brighten the face, time to diffuse the
fragrance of musk and perfume, to spread sweet scents and

make the world fragrant with the breaths of the All-Merciful.

It is not the time for withering, fading and languishing.

Consider how those two noble souls rose above the horizon
of this world with such radiant countenance, raised such a
lofty standard, pitched such a pavilion, laid such a foundation,
and proclaimed such an ancient glory and eternal, everlasting
grandeur. In all the divine worlds they became exalted, and
in all the spiritual kingdoms they became kings, princes and
commanders. Even in this transient world they left an eternal
trace, lit the candle of oneness, and illumined the horizons of
contingent being with the light of certitude. As to the other
divine worlds, I swear by the mystery of existence that they
are beyond description, praise and explanation.

5 The wolf and the spotted snake also departed this world and
tasted the poison of death and became decaying dust. But
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between this departure and that flight there is a profound dif-
ference - this one became a star in the apex of glory while that
one descended to the lowest depths; this one became a kindled
fire in the essence of the people of guidance while that one be-
came accumulated darkness in error and misguidance; this one
became a pure, sweet, flowing spring while that one became
a salty, bitter fountain. Therefore take heed, O ye who have
eyes to see!

And upon thee be glory!
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ABO01578

To: Shojai, Izzatullah et al.

O divine friends! It is nearly evening and sunset, and these
fingers are tired, weary and powerless from excessive writing.
Despite this, due to the intensity of attraction to the love of
the divine friends, the pen has sprung into motion and the fin-
gers have completely forgotten their tiredness, weariness, pain
and ache. For the limbs and members are captive to the heart
and servant to the spirit. Heart and soul are filled with the
fragrant mention of the friends, therefore the limbs and mem-
bers are in ceaseless motion. However, his honor Sina, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, has requested sepa-
rate letters for each of the friends individually. What could be
better than this! But it would have been necessary for them to
also send a printing press from Paris or a photographic appara-
tus from England - then perhaps one could fulfill this request.
The purpose of this writing is to remember the friends and to
encourage and urge the friends to become stripped and bare
of every garment until they don the pure shirt of “O thou
wrapped up in thy mantle” and become the manifestation of
“Arise and warn! And thy Lord magnify!”

O ye intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant! Raise high
the melody of supplication and devotion to the Abha Kingdom
and cry out in lamentation: “O Thou Pure and Omnipotent
God! O Thou my kind Lord! Grant me such power as to enable
me to withstand the onslaught of the peoples and kindreds of
the world, and give me such might as to cause the waves of my
endeavours, like unto the Pacific Ocean, to reach the shores of
both East and West.”
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And upon you be the Glory.

O Lord! Forgive Thy servant Qasim who has ascended to the
kingdom of Thy sanctification and the heaven of Thy oneness,
and ordain for him every good through Thy grace. Verily Thou
art the All-Forgiving, the Merciful.

MNYA.206-207x
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AB01588

O namesake of Moses! The word “Moses” in Hebrew was
“Moshi,” meaning “drawn from the water,” for Asiyih drew
him from the water. Now you too should not be drowned in
abundant weeping and floods of tears in the sea of grief, for
the hand of the Asiyih of grace has lifted you up and saved
you from drowning in heedlessness.

Despite this bounty, you should not be saddened or grieved by
any sorrow, nor be sorrowful from any calamity, for this is the
nature of the world and the end of this ephemeral dust-heap
is decline and faithlessness. Have you ever heard of anyone
being saved from this deadly poison, or can you believe that
anyone has found deliverance from this wound? The end of
every morning is evening, and the conclusion of every desire is
disappointment. Every star must set and every caravan must
return. Kings and slaves are both captive to this chain and
without helper.

So why do you weep and wail and burn in the fire of regret
- especially since that bird of clipped wings has grown new
wings and flown to another world, and has entered another rose
garden and picked other fruits, and has attained the supreme
bounty, and has risen like a star from another horizon, crying
out “Would that my people knew of what my Lord has forgiven
me and made me one of those who are honored!”

Soon, God willing, I too shall take flight to that world so that
I may find deliverance from these blows and calamities and dif-
ficulties and hardships. I swear by the Educator of existence
that the life of this world is death and its comfort is affliction,
but as long as the veil remains, man is not aware of the harsh-
ness and constriction of this world. When the veil is lifted
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through ascension to the Kingdom of bounty, one realizes that
this world was like a woman’s womb and this space a narrow
prison of trials.

5 In any case, we hope that you will find solace and show patience
in this calamity so that you may become the manifestation of
“Verily, the patient ones shall be paid their reward without
measure” and “We shall surely test you with something of fear
and hunger, and loss of wealth and lives and fruits.”
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AB01639
Glorified art Thou, O Lord, and praised be Thy name! Sug ‘:;U\ Sl

Sanctified are Thy names and exalted are Thy attributes!
Thou hast transcended and manifested Thyself beyond the
comprehension of the spiritual ones among the chosen ones,
and Thou hast magnified and elevated Thyself in the majesty
of Thy divinity beyond the understanding of the luminous
ones among the holy ones. The virgin thoughts and minds
are powerless to move in the gardens of Thy knowledge, and
the wings of the birds of understanding are weary of flying in
the heights of Thy glory and elevation. In the eternity of Thy
essence, Thou wert sanctified from association with contingent
things, and the oneness of Thy being was hallowed from the
reach of the perceptions of those endowed with reason.

When the path was cut off and proof failed and the guide lost
the way on this path, Thou didst create a luminous being and
a merciful reality and made it the sign of perfection, compre-
hensive of all attributes, and the word of majesty, gathering
together the established realities in the highest degrees. It
wholly reflects the identity of Thy essence and the conditions
of Thy being.
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Thou didst make it the center of the sphere of creation and a
mighty luminary from which brilliant rays spread to all regions,
and a sea whose waves surge across the horizons, and a spring
whose clouds pour forth upon hills and mountains and lands,
and whose breezes pass over gardens and thickets and meadows
and regions until through its effects the temples of beings were
renewed and the dead in the depths of graves were brought to
life by its fragrances. Thou didst make that divine Point the
reference for luminous realities and the source of unique letters
and the fountainhead of perfect words and the manifestation
of resplendent verses. Thou didst make it the station of Thy
Self among created things.

5 Blessed is the one who submits to its authority and is humble

before its proof and whose heart is made pure by its fragrances
and whose eye is delighted by witnessing its effects and whose
breast is expanded by the radiance of its lights. And woe to
the one who grows proud and denies and turns away and whose
face is darkened and who turns aside from its beauty and whose
skin crawls from observing its effects and whose back is broken
from the appearance of its sovereignty.

And I, O my God, seek refuge in Thee from heedlessness of
its signs and from pride and vainglory and aversion and evil in
its day and time. I beseech Thee for protection and preserva-
tion and safeguarding from this greatest sin and most grievous
transgression, and for assistance in acquiring its lights and gain-
ing its effects and gathering its fruits and chanting its verses
and honoring its rites and magnifying its manifestations and
dawning-places. Verily Thou art the Strong, the Preserver, the
Powerful, the Watchful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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ABU0991

Words spoken on Naw-Ruz at the Most Holy Shrine

Today is the Feast of Naw-Ruz. Our festivals are most magnif-
Likewise, our days
of mourning are most intense. However, when we were in this
world with the Blessed Beauty, we would celebrate the feast
during those blessed days. Now,
longer experience the state of festival, for we remember how

icent, having no equal among all peoples.

after His ascension, we no

on such days we were blessed to be in His most holy presence.
When this memory comes to mind, it does not allow for joy
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- otherwise we would observe the festival most perfectly. We
would rise in the morning in utmost joy; in those days we were
very happy. The festival days were, to the extent possible,
most orderly and well-arranged, with flowers, fragrant herbs
and sweets.

Our true festival is the day when, through divine assistance
and favor, the means of martyrdom are prepared for us. That
is eternal joy and that is the everlasting festival. If such cir-
cumstances should arise and the means of tribulation gather
from every direction, and we fall into hardship in the path of
God and are imprisoned and tormented - that day is our day
of glad-tidings, joy and delight. That day is our wedding day,
when they lead us to the gallows. No greater joy or delight
than this can exist.

In truth, these days, which are holidays when souls are joyful
and are days of fellowship, love and gathering together, should
have some result. There should be some discussions and con-
sultations about beneficial matters, so that they may yield
eternal fruits. For example, there should be a general consul-
tation about teaching, a general consultation about charitable
works and beneficial matters. In brief, there should be some
result; it should not remain without fruit, so that from this
joy, delight, attraction, enthusiasm and gladness, traces may
become manifest. Furthermore, during these days the wealthy
must show great consideration for the poor, so that all may
be joyful, and joy and delight not be confined to the wealthy
alone. Both poor and wealthy should be in the same state and
enjoy the same kind of festivity.
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To: Shirazi, Karbala’i Haji Mirza et al., in Darab

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Darab was the native
place of His Holiness Vahid, and that blessed soul shone like
the morning star in the horizon of Iran. He was respected and
honored by all, and his excellence and perfection were univer-
sally acknowledged. When the great glad-tidings dawned from
the horizon of His Holiness the Exalted One, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for Him, that essence of piety attained the honor of
His presence and beheld the lights of the Manifestation in the
countenance of the Promised One. He became completely de-
tached from wealth, life, children, honor, comfort and worldly
bounties, and hastened to the divine altar with utmost joy,
delight and gladness. He sacrificed his life for the Beloved
and offered all he had and had not in the path of the Lord.
Consider with what resolve and power he arose, such that the
mention of his sanctity will endure forever in the divine realm,
and his holy spirit will abide eternally joyous and delighted in
the Abha Kingdom in the Paradise of meeting.

Now that you are the people of that land and from that city
and country of the realm of love, you must, God willing, make
Darab into a tower of the sun and that country into a mirror
reflecting the effulgences and outpourings of the luminous orb.
Strengthen the foundation of the religion of God and engage
in worship of the Lord. Be constant in prayer and mindful in
fasting. Day and night occupy yourselves with devotion, sup-
plication and prayer, especially at the designated time. Like-
wise engage in diffusing the divine fragrances and explaining
the clear verses, but with wisdom so that the alarm of the ig-
norant is not raised and the agitation of the foolish does not
intensify. The assistance and favor of the Ancient Beauty, may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him, is with you, and the grace and
gift of the Most Great Name is your constant companion and
intimate friend in your spiritual gathering.

And upon you be Glory.

BRL__IOPF#2.08x
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To: Baha’is of Faran et al.

O handmaidens of the Merciful! Praise be to God that you
are the leaves of the divine Tree and the flowers in the Garden
of guidance and spirituality. You have drunk from the Living
Waters and grown and developed through the clear waters and
the pure springs of certitude. Now you must ever be stirred
and moved by the breezes of bounty from the direction of di-
vine favors, and day by day acquire fresh grace, delicacy and
spirituality, so that you may adorn the Abha Paradise with
holy fragrances. May each of you become a sign of bounty and
a kindled fire of guidance. Night and day, gladden and delight
the Concourse on High with mention of the Abha Beauty, and
bring joy and gratitude to the angels of heaven with your cry
of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” Never seek respite from the
flame of His love, nor desire a moment’s rest from remembrance
of His Beauty.

O handmaidens of the Merciful and maidservants of the Abha
Beauty! Do you realize in what age and cycle you live, and in
what century and era? This is the cycle of the Almighty Lord
and this is the century of the Abha Beauty. O glad tidings! O
glad tidings! O joy! O joy! O delight! O delight! O rapture! O
rapture! What great bounty is this, and what mighty blessing,
whose lights have shone upon the earth from east to west, and
whose fragrances have spread to all regions, north and south.
And upon you be greetings and praise!
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AB01743

To: Baha’is of Hamadan

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In this divine cycle and heavenly
age, the primary foundation and true purpose is the unity of
the human world, so that through this unity and agreement,
all conflicts and hostilities may be eliminated from among hu-
manity and the beauty of true oneness may appear in the as-
semblage of the world. Now the promoters of this unity must
be the friends of God, so that through divine power they may
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dispel the darkness of estrangement from the human world and
the beloved of oneness may manifest itself in utmost grace and
beauty. If there exists the slightest trace of ill-feeling among
the friends themselves, how then can such a mighty matter
be realized? Therefore, each of the friends must strive with
heart and soul to ensure that not even the slightest dust set-
tles upon the mirror of essential unity, and that day by day
love, harmony, fellowship, association and kindness may in-
crease among the friends.

2 My God, my God! I rub my brow and face in the dust of low-
liness and self-effacement before Thy Kingdom of Mysteries,
and I call upon Thee with a submissive, humble, imploring,
beseeching heart, wounded and detached, at the threshold of
Thy holiness in the world of lights, to rend asunder the veils
of multiplicity until the beauty of essential unity appears in
hearts with clear signs. O Lord! Make Thy loved ones waves
of the sea of Thy oneness, and breezes from the gardens of
Thy singleness, and stars of the heaven of fellowship and love,
and pearls of the oceans of love and guidance, that they may
drink from a single spring and inhale a single air and be illu-
mined by a single ray and turn with their whole being toward
the world of detachment and the center of unity. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous, the Supreme, the
Glorious.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! After reading this letter, gather
in groups of nineteen in various places and at different times,
mixing together friends from among the followers of the Qur’an
and of Moses, and after reciting verses and prayers, read this
letter from this yearning one and recite the prayer, and shake
hands and embrace one another, renewing the covenant of love
and oneness. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Hakim Khudadad Kalimi, in Hamadan

O servant of God! We have noted what thou didst write
to Jinab-i-Ibn-Abhar, and thy question regarding the verse:
“Whoso layeth claim to a Revelation direct from God, ere the
expiration of a full thousand years, such a man is assuredly a
lying impostor.”

The meaning of this is that any individual who, before the
expiry of a full thousand years—years known and clearly es-
tablished by common usage and requiring no interpretation—
should lay claim to a Revelation direct from God, even though
he should reveal certain signs, that man is assuredly false and
an impostor.

This is not a reference to the Universal Manifestation, for it
is clearly set forth in the Holy Writings that centuries, nay
thousands of years, must pass on to completion, before a Man-
ifestation like unto this Manifestation shall appear again.

It is possible, however, that after the completion of a full thou-
sand years, certain Holy Beings will be empowered to deliver
a Revelation: this, however, will not be through a Universal
Manifestation. Wherefore every day of the cycle of the Blessed
Beauty is in reality equal to one year, and every year of it is
equal to a thousand years.

Consider, for example, the sun: its transit from one zodiacal
sign to the next occurreth within a short period of time, yet
only after a long period doth it attain the plenitude of its
resplendency, its heat and glory, in the sign of Leo. It must first
complete one full revolution through the other constellations
before it will enter the sign of Leo again, to blaze out in its full
splendor. In its other stations, it revealeth not the fullness of
its heat and light.

The substance is, that prior to the completion of a thousand
years, no individual may presume to breathe a word. All must
consider themselves to be of the order of subjects, submissive
and obedient to the commandments of God and the laws of the
House of Justice. Should any deviate by so much as a needle’s
point from the decrees of the Universal House of Justice, or
falter in his compliance therewith, then is he of the outcast
and rejected.
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Vol. 183: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IV)

AB01681

As to the cycle of the Blessed Beauty—the times of the Greatest
Name-this is not limited to a thousand or two thousand years...

When it is said that the period of a thousand years beginneth
with the Manifestation of the Blessed Beauty and every day
thereof is a thousand years, the intent is a reference to the
cycle of the Blessed Beauty, which in this context will extend
over many ages into the unborn reaches of time.
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MMK1#033 p.064
SWAB#033, BSW#19.22x
To: Mirza Muhammad Tabrizi, in Hamadan

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter you had written
was read with the utmost joy and fragrance. Indeed it is as you
wrote that the human self is at the height of pride, strength
and power, and without the hand of divine power and the hem
of grace, there is no remedy. The self is like a rapacious wolf
and humans are like sheep in the clutches of that bloodthirsty
one. Surely that predator will destroy that helpless one unless
divine protection and assistance comes to aid and guidance
leads the way.

Regarding the trials of some of the divine friends that you
had written about - this is not tribulation, it is the essence
of bounty; this is not cruelty, it is true faithfulness. What
gift is greater than that one should suffer harm and cruelty
in the path of the Beloved, and what is sweeter than that
sincere servants should be afflicted with the utmost hardship
and trial in the path of the Most Glorious Beauty? If the
arrow of tribulation comes, here are hearts as its target! Those
friends should arise day and night in thanksgiving to the Most
Glorious Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones - that they have been blessed with such complete success
and all-encompassing grace.

Letters were previously sent to the friends and now also a collec-
tive letter is being written. Convey greetings and praise from
Abdul-Baha to the esteemed brother Jinab-i-Aqga Muhammad
Ismail and say: Take up such a work that the self-sacrificing
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AB11822

ones of the past are forgotten, and hasten to the divine al-
tar of sacrifice in such a way that offering one’s life becomes
bliss. Convey the Most Glorious Greeting to Jinab-i-Ustad
Qurban-Ali and say: Praise be to God, until now you have
been at the station of sacrifice according to your name; now
God willing you will drink the cup of grace from the hand of
the All-Merciful cup-bearer. Remember the assured leaf, the
handmaiden of God, the esteemed Daji, with divine mention.
I beseech God to make her a cause of the enkindling of the
hearts of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB11822

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and handmaidens of the Merciful in
‘Ishgabad, through Mashhadi ‘Ali of Urumiyyih, unto all the
friends of God and handmaidens of the Merciful, upon them
and upon them be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious!

From the East, that is from the City of Love, a sweet breeze
is wafting and a fragrant musk is diffusing. Each day brings
life-giving tidings and each moment brings glad-tidings of the
spread of the holy fragrances. The friends in ‘Ishqabad are
cheerful, good-natured, faithful and sweet-scented. Truly they
are firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Pact and Tes-
tament of the Lord God, for firmness and steadfastness are
matters of the heart and soul, not mere words and tongue.

The Covenant and Testament is the lamp, hearts are the crys-
tal, and the pillars are the niche. Surely the delicacy of the
light must become visible and manifest in the crystal, and the
niche must also be illumined. Now ‘Ishqabad has attained the
station of the niche, and the light of the Covenant has shone
from the crystal of the hearts of the friends upon that niche.
Surely day by day it will become brighter, and the fire of the
love of God will blaze more intensely, and the lights of eter-
nal glory will shine forth, and the star of guidance will kindle
such a brilliant ray that the surrounding regions will also be
illumined.
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AB11823

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Well done! Well done! How wonder-
ful, how wonderful that you have thus arisen! Blessed, blessed
are you that you have risen to serve! Glad tidings, glad tidings
that you have sought servitude at the Sacred Threshold!

5 Today the proof of firmness is the diffusion of the divine fra-

grances and the exaltation of the Word of God, the guidance
of the wayward and direction of the seekers, and the conduct
and behavior of the spiritual ones, and kindness to all people,
and self-sacrifice and goodwill to all humanity. Therefore, be
not grieved by anyone, become not sorrowful. If they desire
war, seek ye peace. If they bring pain, bestow treasure. If they
kindle fire, cause it to be extinguished. If they inflict a sting,
give honey in return. If they offer poison, mix it with nectar. If
they bring pain, give healing. If they show the flame of wrath,
display the light of kindness. This is the characteristic of the
firm ones, this is the token of the assured ones, and this is the
sign of the steadfast ones. And upon you be the Glory of the
Most Glorious!

O Lord! Assist the friends in that which Thou lovest and art
pleased with, and single out with Thy mercy whomsoever Thou
willest. There is no God but Thee, the Generous, the Merciful,
the Powerful, the Bestower.
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AB11823

To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O thou who hast sacrificed thy soul and spirit for love of the
Beauty of God, who hast left thy homeland and traversed the
wilderness, and attained to the presence of the Mighty, the
Compelling One!

Though there may be delays in correspondence and letter-
writing, in every moment thy remembrance is my companion,
and thy mention in gatherings of fellowship brings joy to hearts
and dispels sorrow. Praise be to God that thou art the object
of His gracious favors and art a lofty tree in the garden of
mercy, resting in the shade of His bestowals and secure and
protected in the cave of His preservation.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SRR sl e 5l 6 5 5Ll s Ll

23 335 s ey OOl s s §)
! Cls'- 93 O55 5 Gl Sl (2
§ 11 a2 o265 O b e
St el 25 Gl e
qufjsjéwdw\yjs

Gl s Oy

65

1


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Tarikh-i-Ishqabad.pdf&page=38

Vol. 183: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IV)

ABO01768

Therefore, arise to fulfill the Covenant and Testament, and
strive to spread the virtues and qualities that are the gift of
the human world. The education of the children of the friends,
who are nurtured in the embrace of the love of God, is among
the most important matters and most beloved pursuits, and is
the foundation of the divine religion and the greatest obligation
of parents, relatives and spiritual companions.

Exert effort and strive diligently that the children born under
the shadow of the Word of God may be scattered among the
people of the world like hidden pearls and be presented be-
fore all eyes like precious jewels. In this divine Dispensation,
teaching and learning are considered as spiritual bounty and
true spiritual parenthood and childhood, and have become the
cause of inheritance and succession, likewise in all the infinite
divine degrees and worlds. Therefore, blessed is the one who
steps into this arena and happy the noble soul who strives to
bestow this divine gift and eternal life.

5 I have heard that the distinguished son of that dear friend pos-

sesses great skill in teaching, especially the official language of
that region, and has extraordinary teaching ability. Therefore,
he must make a great effort and mighty endeavor in the edu-
cation and training at the school of the friends, so that in all
matters and every particular and aspiration he may become
the manifestation of the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom
and the dawning-place of the assistance of the King of Names
and Attributes.

; And upon thee be glory, and upon all who are firm in the

Covenant and Testament.
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AB01768

To: Muhammad Husayn Bayk (Bushruyih), in Khurasan

O thou who art enraptured by the sweet savours of God! Make
haste, make haste towards the forgiveness and mercy of thy
Lord! Press on, press on unto the wellspring of grace and
compassion! Rush forth, rush forth to the fountainhead of
bounty and favour! That is, arise to exalt the Word of God, to
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diffuse the sweet savours of God, to strive to spread the light
of God, to kindle the fire of the love of God, to hold fast unto
the Covenant and Testament of God, and to stand firm, by His
gracious aid, in the Cause of God. It behoveth one such as thee
to be even as a banner raised above all other banners, which
waveth in the breezes of holiness wafting from the meads of the
loving-kindness of thine Ancient Lord, and is set astir by the
sweet-smelling fragrances that are shed abroad from the Abha
Kingdom. Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!

Thy letter, which testified to the firmness and constancy of
the friends of God in the Covenant and the Testament, was
perused and read out.

It is clear and evident that in every cycle and dispensation an
implicit statement was made in order to safeguard the Word
of Oneness, to preserve the Cause of God from harm, and to
ensure the unity of all that are gathered beneath the shadow
of the Divine Tree, so that the impregnable stronghold of His
Faith might remain safe and secure under the shadow of a sin-
gle Word. While statements such as “Whosoever hath Me as
his Master ...” were indeed allusions and not explicit, in this
Most Great Dispensation a Divine Covenant hath been estab-
lished, and the Book of the Covenant hath been revealed by
the Most Exalted Pen. Mention hath been made of this ancient
Covenant and mighty Testament in all the sacred Tablets and
Scriptures, so that the Word of Oneness might be revealed and
made manifest in all degrees and stations in the form of sin-
gleness, the light of Divine Unity might illumine the East and
the West of the world of being, and all the peoples of the earth
might gather round the same wellspring and be unified upon
the same Path.

And since thou art well informed of the mysteries enshrined in
the Cause of God, thou must be vigilant at all times, lest the
tempests of trials overtake feeble souls from any side, or the
debilitating influence of vain interpretations and doubts cause
the believers to waver. The glory of God rest upon thee.
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ABO01677

To: Barat Ali father of Rahmatullah, in Najafabad

O faithful servant of God, servant of the Most Exalted Shrine!
Your pure-hearted son requested that I write this letter to glad-
den hearts and bring joy to souls. Give thanks to God that
your noble son is a servant of the Threshold and that this dis-
tinguished offspring is among the company of the righteous.
Beseech God to keep him firm and steadfast, and to maintain
him in sincerity of purpose and pure love. The prayer of a
pure-hearted father for an appreciative son is accepted at the
threshold of the Lord God.

Convey my longing greetings to all the friends. I hope they will
not slip in the field of tests, but like the chosen ones of God in
every age and dispensation remain firm in the Covenant and
Testament. For it is easy to serve the Lord and rend one’s
collar in love for that radiant Moon and tear one’s breast to
pieces in times of comfort, wealth, and sweet pleasure, but in
the field of tests to immediately choose flight over standing
firm. It is through tests that the true friend is distinguished
from the weak hypocrite.

Without tests, how can souls be trained? For the first instru-
ment of education is trials and tribulations. Souls are like soil
- the more you plow its breast, the more bounty and blessing
it yields, and the roots of thorny bushes are completely de-
stroyed. Consider that the onslaught of self and passion can
only be broken through the power of the hosts of tribulation.
Therefore the chosen ones of God have always been subject to
divine tests, and this is the very essence of God’s gift and the
cause of excellent training.

So tell the friends of God not to be sorrowful and grieved by
impacts and difficulties, but rather to be joyous and grateful,
and at all times to associate with each other in perfect fellow-
ship and love. Likewise they should show utmost kindness to
all other peoples. They should never look at others’ shortcom-
ings, but rather turn to the forgiving Lord and treat everyone
accordingly.

Upon you and upon them be greetings and praise.
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AB01696

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin

O you who are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Tes-
tament! The fragrances of steadfastness, sincerity of purpose,
and firmness in the divine Covenant and Faith that spread
from the garden of your heart in the land of Kha have per-
fumed our nostrils and brought joy and gladness to the hearts
of the friends.

The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name (may my spirit
be sacrificed for His sincere, firm and steadfast loved ones), like
a kind father, educated His loved ones and made them manifes-
tations of God’s glorious favors. Night and day He delighted
ears with divine counsels, and constantly and continuously,
through both allusion and explicit statement, explained the
harms and dangers of even an atom’s weight of discord. In all
conditions, times and Tablets, He repeatedly and emphatically
mentioned the Covenant and Testament. For thirty or forty
years He educated souls with this spiritual sustenance.

He laid the foundation of obedience and submission upon the
Covenant and Testament, establishing it upon solid rock, and
encompassed it around creation like an impregnable fortress
and mighty citadel, so that the hosts of doubts could not
breach it and the waves of intimations could not damage it,
and this edifice of God’s Cause, this palace of God’s bounty,
these mighty foundations and lofty castle would remain pro-
tected and preserved forever.

Now, God forbid, certain immature ones wish through various
schemes, subtle tricks, allusions, traditions and metaphors to
weaken this mighty structure and elevated refuge, unaware that
God raises up certain souls from among His firm and steadfast
servants who arrive like Gabriel and, like shooting stars, repel
doubts and drive away the jinn of intimations.

Blessed are you, and good news to you, for God has made you
firm and steadfast, and a guardian of this mighty sanctuary
and a defender of this manifest religion. And upon you and
upon all who are firm, steadfast and resolute in this mighty
Covenant be glory.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar, Fire ignited by the divine! In this Most Great
Cycle and century of the Sovereign King of Eternity, souls are
confirmed and assisted by the hosts of the Abha Kingdom such
that, like armies of power and might, they storm forth in the
arena of diffusing the divine fragrances and strive to exalt the
Word of God. They are like a luminous dawn dispelling the
pitch darkness of error, and like the intensely heated rays of
the merciful Sun dispersing the dense and accumulated clouds
on the world’s horizon. They are like a fountain of salvation
for those thirsting for the pure waters of guidance, and a sure
guide to life for those lost in the desert of heedlessness. Today,
any purpose other than this glorious purpose is vain, and any
effort not in this path is fruitless. Today, whoever arises for
this cause - that is, to teach the Cause of God - I swear by the
Ancient Beauty that they will witness divine confirmations like

the waves of the seas and heavenly assistances clear as the sun.

Therefore, O bird of fire, cast a flame from the divine fire of the
love of God upon the heart of the horizons, and a spark from
the radiance of Sinai and the flame of light upon the heart of
creation. After the concealment of that radiant Countenance
from sight, patience and composure are not praiseworthy, and
occupation with any other matter, even if it be the essence of
divine unity, is not commendable. Encourage all the loved ones
of God to teach, and guide all the sincere ones to illuminate the
sight of others. These days will soon come to an end. Through
the help and favor of the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones’ footsteps), we must succeed in
rendering such service that when we ascend, we may enter His
Abha Kingdom with a radiant face, a soul like a rose garden, a
joyful spirit, a perfumed breath, and an illumined vision, and
find our place beneath the shade of His merciful Tree.

O Lord! Assist Your servant who is assured of Your signs and
who proclaims Your glad tidings to diffuse Your fragrances,
spread Your breezes, manifest Your traces and radiate Your
lights. O God! Send Your blessings upon the Tree of Your
oneness and the Root of Your unity, and upon its branches,
twigs, leaves and fruits.
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AB01741

To: Spiritual Assembly of Qazvin

O spiritual friends and companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be
to God, you are accepted in the Abha Kingdom and mentioned
in the Supreme Concourse. You are manifestations of the fa-
vors of the Blessed Beauty and dawning-places of the gifts of
the Divine Unity. You are intoxicated from the overflowing
cup of the love of God and hold the goblet of the wine of the
knowledge of God. You are united, in agreement, affiliated and
harmonious. Praise be to God, your nostrils are perfumed with
the sanctified fragrance of essential unity and your faces are il-
lumined by the radiant beam from the Sun of Truth. From
the oneness, harmony, detachment and intoxication of those
dear friends, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the utmost joy and fragrance.
Would that the friends in some other places were also united,
agreed, harmonious and loving like the people of that coun-
try. I am completely satisfied with you, especially with the
love that exists among those divine friends, for it is the result
of the dawning of divine and eternal love among the people
of longing. If this spiritual love, essential unity and heartfelt
affection is not realized, the tree of being will remain fruitless.
By the glory of my Lord, when remembrance of the friends of
Qazvin passes through this grieving heart, the taste becomes
sweet and the palate of the soul becomes sugary. Blessed are
they and excellent is their reward.

O friends of God! The establishment of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
is one of the greatest principles of the Lord. This important
matter is more necessary than other matters of importance,
but should its establishment appear to be contrary to wisdom
and become the cause of clamor and mischief by other peoples,
then certainly a place should be designated for it in secret
and be called by a different name. This is more suitable and in
accordance with the wisdom revealed in the Tablets, Scriptures
and Scrolls of the Glorious Lord.

O my God, my God! These are servants whom the wine of
bounty has intoxicated, whom the breezes of faithfulness have
stirred, whom the lights of Beauty have attracted, and whom
the fire kindled in the Sinai of Glory has guided to Thy straight
path, Thy firm highway, Thy even road and the kingdom of
Thy mighty glory. O Lord! Make them lamps of guidance,
hosts of Thy Supreme Concourse, signs of Thy great bounty
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and standards of Thy most glorious Kingdom. Verily Thou art
the Generous, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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s
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AB01739

To: Baha’is of Sarvistan et al.

O divine friends and cherished handmaidens of the All-
Merciful! The sapling of the divine garden, Jinab-i-Ismail
Qurbani, became an intimate confidant to this prisoner,
comprehending with heart and soul the divine mysteries. He
traversed the desert of separation until reaching the destina-
tion of the Beloved, finding spiritual delight and becoming
joyous and glad. In this prison he remembered the friends and
sought boundless bounty. I too took up the pen and wrote
this letter to send a message to the yearning ones, to mention
the lovers, to remember the enraptured ones, to become
foremost among the impassioned ones, to be enkindled with
the fire of love for the kind Beloved, and like a moth to burn
my wings around the candle of God’s Cause.

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! It is the spir-
itual springtime and the season of joy and gladness. It is the
day of the divine call and the time for attaining infinite grace.
Let every soul rend their garment in love for that Beloved of
the horizons, tear their collar in passion for Him, let their face
be illumined by the enkindled fire of the Lord and burn away
the veils of fancy and imagination. Let them become the joy
of lovers and foremost among the yearning ones. Let them wit-
ness the lights of reunion and observe the verses of beauty, for
that Beloved of the Lord will shine forth from the unseen realm
upon creation and bestow endless bounties. The yearning ones
are in tumult and the lovers embrace. Therefore be glad and
rejoicing, be delighted and enraptured, that this radiance may
grow more resplendent and this light more brilliant. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01690

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy detailed letter was
read and chanted, and it brought the utmost joy and delight,
for it was not a letter but rather a perfumed musk from whose
meadows of meanings wafted the fragrance of the love of God
and from which could be inhaled the sweet-scenting breeze of
the knowledge of God. How wonderful is the gift that leads
man to the mercy of the Lord, and how excellent the success
that becomes the cause of drawing near to the threshold of the
All-Glorious.

In any case, now that thou art in beloved Tabriz, create en-
thusiasm, scatter sweetness, and diffuse fragrance. Think how
that pure spirit may surge forth, that region become perfumed,
and that horizon become illumined. May a fire be kindled in
the soul of Azerbaijan and such a melody be raised from Tabriz
that the Concourse on High will be stirred into motion. The
governor of that region hath, praise be to God, a pure heart
and manifest justice. He cherisheth the people and dispenseth
justice, is kind to all humanity, and is a protector of mankind
rather than an accomplice of the oppressors. He seeketh obe-
dience and desireth truthfulness. The friends must engage day
and night in prayer and supplication, that the Revealer of mys-
teries and the peerless Lord may cause this distinguished prince
to become a radiant sun and his might to encompass the world.
Throughout all regions of Iran in recent times, oppressors have
stretched forth the hand of tyranny, except in the region of
Azerbaijan which remained protected and preserved. This is
due to nothing but the justice and fairness of that region’s eq-
uitable government. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

He is the Most Glorious! O thou who art firmly rooted and
established! When thou reachest that land, if possible make
a journey to the surrounding areas as far as Urumiyyih, that
thou mayest be the cause of excitement of heart and soul to
the spiritual friends and mayest cause the silent and quiet souls
to become articulate. For man is like a sapling by a stream -
he needeth divine irrigation; and like a lamp - he constantly
requireth replenishment from the oil of wisdom. If this matter
will not cause commotion among strangers, and if friends be-
come pleased and happy, and if it can be accomplished with
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ease and joy, then it is appropriate and will be the cause of
divine confirmations. Otherwise, no.

AB01680

To: Qumi, Siyyid Asadullah et al., in Tabriz

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your numerous letters
were received and whenever even a brief opportunity arises, a
reply is immediately written.

Regarding what you wrote about his honor Mirza Yusif Khan
- last year you had requested permission for him to attain the
presence. Since you had offered the utmost praise and com-
mendation of him and had requested permission for him to
visit the Holy Shrine, therefore, in consideration of his con-
nection to the brilliant star of the glorious horizon, his honor
Vahid-i-Farid (may my spirit be a sacrifice for the near ones),
despite the general prohibition, permission for his presence was
granted and a letter was written to you at that time regarding
this matter. Now leave this matter to his own preference and
press it no further.

As for the matter of sending a special letter to all the friends
of Azerbaijan - one month ago, through his honor Aga ‘Abdu’l-
‘Ali and Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Ghani, a detailed and comprehensive
letter filled with spirituality was written to all the friends of
Azerbaijan and it will arrive. And special letters were written
for his honor ‘Ali Khan and ‘Aziz Khan.

Through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty (may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones), I hope that day by day
the enthusiasm, rapture, attraction and joy of the friends of
Azerbaijan will increase, for the Greatest Name, the Luminary
of Truth dawning upon the horizons of nations (may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones), had a special consideration
for the Turks of Azerbaijan. In light of that consideration, it
is hoped that the luminous divine flame will so blaze forth in
that land that it will completely illumine and enlighten all the
neighboring regions.
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As for the matter of your own presence - for now it would be
better if you would spread the divine fragrances throughout
Azerbaijan, Sanandaj, Kermanshah and those regions. Nev-
ertheless, it is still up to you - if you wish to sanctify your
face and hair for a time with the dust of the Sacred Threshold
and then, after receiving bounties from the circumambulation
point of the Supreme Concourse, return again to those regions,
that too is acceptable and beloved.

; And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12172

To: Ayadi, Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi et al., in Tihran

O my God! Thou seest and beholdest the dust that hath risen
to the highest heaven, and the smoke that hath enveloped hu-
manity, and the mist that hath spread from all directions. The
whirlwind of doubts hath come, and the tornado of veils, and
the storm of individual interpretation, and the thunderbolt of
“the Book is sufficient for us,” and it hath uprooted the trunks
of trees, and broken the branches, and pulled out the roots,
and scattered the nests, and demolished the dwellings.

O Lord! They have abandoned the appointed Center and the
firm edifice, and have taken refuge in the flimsiest of houses
and sheltered in the spider’s web. They have spread doubts
and abandoned the clear verses, and have cast discord into
Thy manifest religion and Thy straight path and Thy right
way. They have split the staff of unity and risen in opposition
and raised the standard of disagreement and shown disloyalty
and hated faithfulness and were displeased with loyalty and
violated the sanctity of the Covenant and denied the favors of
the Day-Star of the horizons.

They transgressed and deviated and oppressed and dealt un-
justly and objected and mocked and cast aside, then wailed
and cried out and lamented and appealed and complained and
wept and protested and spoke and fabricated and accused and
called out in woe and poured forth like a torrent. Affairs be-
came confused for some of Thy weak servants and simple souls
were shaken, thinking these arose against Thy sheltered ser-
vant because of some grave matter. But Thou knowest that
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the rancor in their breasts caused these things, and for every
spiteful one Thy manifest Covenant was difficult, and this dust
was raised only from the hidden spite in hearts and the desires
ruling over souls.

O Lord! These are weak ones, captive to self and passion, and
helpless before the fierce winds of desire and disloyalty. They
are, O my God, but as chaff scattered by the winds of the
great tornado. Therefore, O my God, forgive their sins and
conceal their faults and save their souls and rescue their spirits
and guide them to Thy manifest path and extended shade, and
pardon and forgive them - they are weak captives. Verily, Thou
art the Pardoner, the Forgiving.
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AB12170

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O educator in the divine school! Your efforts in diffusing the
divine fragrances are truly worthy of profound praise, and your
dedication to establishing the loved ones in the Covenant and
Testament deserves great commendation. How befitting this
is of you, for praise be to God, through the grace and gift of
the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones, you possess a breast expanded by holy fragrances and
a countenance illumined by the lights of divine confirmation.
The hosts of the Kingdom are your helper and the powers
of the realm of might your supporter. Therefore thank your
Lord for having confirmed you and cast upon you the mantle
of grace from the Sun of Reality, and purified your garments,
and spread abroad your book, and caused your cloud to rain,
and made your address to be heard, and caused you to speak
His praise among the near ones with absolute certitude.

Know with certainty that you will be confirmed with such con-
firmations that you yourself will be astonished, while the heed-
less will be bewildered at how these unseen hosts have rushed
forth from all directions, becoming stones cast at the rebellious
and assured victory for the longing ones. Therefore, pass round
the sealed wine and adorn the feast of the Covenant, light the
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brilliant candle of the Testament, and raise high the melody of
steadfastness until the croaking voices are cut off.

Regarding what you wrote about the embassy request, this
matter is truly a great service to the Cause of God and God
willing, important results and praiseworthy benefits will come
However, qualified souls who are familiar with the
tastes, beliefs and traditions of the Sunni people are needed,
otherwise no results will be achieved. Such souls need to be
prepared and arranged - they are not presently available. This
is why the response was delayed, otherwise whatever you wrote
is absolutely correct and delaying a response is not permissible
except for major obstacles.

from it.

This matter has now been communicated to Mirza Abu’l-Fadl
but no response has yet been received, as he has been asso-
ciating with the scholars and learned ones in Egypt for some
time. In any case, your service is most acceptable at the thresh-
old of the One, and soon you will witness its brilliant effects.
And may glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant and safe from the croakers.
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AB11660

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih, in Tihran

O leaf afflicted with the great calamity! Your wailing and
lamentation has cast such grief and sorrow upon ‘Abdu’l-Baha
that even the denizens of the Supreme Concourse, despite their
sanctification and detachment from sorrows, were affected and
saddened.

2 In truth, if in this mourning a flood of tears were to flow like
the Oxus River, it would be fitting and appropriate, for that
precious soul who was the comfort of every dear one and the
cause of joy to the hearts of rich and poor alike, has vanished
like a luminous star behind the clouds of absence. The candle
of the gathering has been extinguished, and from the intensity
of pain and grief, it has caused tumult in the hearts and souls of
the friends. The bright morn of gladness has turned to evening
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of sorrow, and the doors of joy and delight have become closed
and sealed.

It is evident how much sorrow has befallen all the friends. All
the loved ones of Tehran became sorrowful and despondent, as
did other friends. In brief, this discourse has no end.

The point is that this grief and sorrow and anguish relates to
the friends and loved ones, but that star of guidance, although
it has set from the nearest horizon, has risen in the highest
horizon. And that nightingale of the rose-garden of divine
knowledge, although it has flown from the thorny patch of this
world, has made its nest in the rose-garden of the placeless
realm upon the Sadratu’l-Muntaha, and with the most won-
drous melodies has engaged in praise and glorification of the
Lord of Lords, Who caused it to attain the paradise of eternity
and the gathering of manifestation and presence.

Therefore, do not weep and lament, do not heave burning sighs,
and do not pass your time with tearful eyes. Engage in praise
of the All-Merciful Lord Who has caused that luminous star
to rise and shine in such a clear horizon. Console the esteemed
maidservant of God, the mother, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and comfort her.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01663

To: Baha’is of Iran et al., in Turkestan

O faithful friends of the Beauty of Abha! Four hundred blessed
souls from among the friends in the West have jointly sent this
letter, making a covenant of unity, brotherhood and oneness
with each other, establishing the foundation of fellowship, and
have sent it to ‘Abdu’l-Baha seeking confirmation and prayers.
I hope that through the favors of the Most Merciful Lord they
may achieve what is mentioned in their letter. Verily my Lord
is powerful over all things and worthy to answer prayers.
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2 Now the friends of the Merciful in Iran and Turan must likewise

follow their example and make a covenant and pledge with each
other. However, there is no need for writing. Let them gather
in groups of nine and make a covenant and pledge with each
other that all will share in every matter that arises, whether
ease or hardship. The harm to one is harm to all, the good
of one is good of all. Let no one utter anything but good
about another, and never speak ill. If a shortcoming is found,
let there be forgiveness and forbearance, treating the opposite
way. Let them wish nothing but good for all peoples of the
world.

In whatever country they live, let them act with utmost truth-
fulness, obedience, goodwill and trustworthiness toward that
government. Let them be faithful servants to friends and well-
wishers to enemies. Let them be firm and steadfast in the love
of God and sacrifice their lives in the path of the Beauty of
Abha. Let them be pleased and patient in the descent of trials,
and let no calamity cause them to falter. Let them strive to
teach the Cause of God according to their ability.

If any affliction or trouble occurs in the Holy Land, let it cause
no change in their condition - rather, let them become brighter
and more radiant. Even if ‘Abdu’l-Baha is raised upon the
gallows, or finds his place in the depths of the sea, or becomes
lost and nameless in the endless desert, let them not falter or
fall short. Rather, let them shine like a candle and raise such
a sweet melody in praise of the Beauty of Abha that it brings
joy to the denizens of the Supreme Concourse.
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ABO01755

To: Afnan, Haji Styyid Mihdi son of Khal Asghar, in Yazd

My Lord, my Lord! Sanctified and exalted art Thou above my
mention and praise, and hallowed art Thou beyond my tributes
and descriptions. The tongues of the realities of the Kingdom
fall silent in describing a single sign of Thy power, and the
wings of the birds of the minds of the people of the realm of
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might are broken in their attempt to soar to the summit of
comprehending Thy sovereignty and grandeur. Despite this
great powerlessness and extreme abasement, how can I utter
Thy praise and ascend to the heaven of the excellence of Thy
knowledge? I have naught but silence before the surging ocean
of Thy mention and attributes, and nothing save confession of
inability to ascend to the Kingdom of descriptions. O Lord! I
am the most worthless of birds to ascend to a heaven where
the wings of eagles are powerless to fly in its atmosphere, and I
am but a spider of delusions to weave its web upon the highest
portico of majesty and power. Therefore I say: Lord, Lord!
Overlook my shortcomings, forgive my laxity, pardon my sins,
remove my difficulties, and ease my affairs through Thy mercy,
O Thou Most Merciful One!

Then I commune with Thee, O my God, and cast myself upon
the dust in humility and submission before Thy grandeur and
self-subsistence, seeking the excellence of Thy confirmation and
the greatness of Thy grace for this noble branch from the Tree
of Thy mercy. O Lord! He is Thy servant, believing in Thy
beauty, certain of Thy signs, accepting of Thy words, holding
fast to Thy Covenant and Testament. Lord! Open unto him
the gates of bounties, illuminate his sight with witnessing the
clear signs, and make him a mighty barrier of iron resisting
Gog of doubts and Magog of allusions and the people of veils.
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous.

O mighty branch of the blessed Tree! This is the day of stead-
fastness and the time of firmness. The flame of light dispels the
darkness of night, and the emanation from the manifest Mount
Sinai transforms the hearts of those who are resurrected into
the blessed valley. Therefore, through the bounty and favor of
the Most Exalted Horizon, arise in servitude to the Most Ex-
alted Threshold like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, so that you may share with
him in this holy attribute and, detached from all in existence,
become a servant at the Sacred Threshold. This is the greatest
gift, this is the supreme bounty, this is the mercy of the Lord
of earth and heaven.
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AB01735

To: Unknown, in Yazd

To be typed.

NKHD.121-122

AB12176

To: Unknown, in Iran

Confidential.

In truth, the present government of Iran shows no negligence
whatsoever regarding the loved ones of the All-Merciful and de-
sires to protect and preserve them to the extent possible. How-
ever, when there is a general uprising, the situation becomes
difficult and the government becomes helpless. Therefore, the
utmost wisdom must be exercised so that general panic does
not arise. For example, if meetings of five hundred people are
arranged, the people will rise up in tumult and major problems
will result. Gatherings in meetings of more than nine or nine-
teen are not permitted. In all gatherings, if it is a meeting for
conversation and fellowship, some mention must be made of
the praiseworthy qualities of those in authority and the kind-
ness of the Pasha. And if they are meetings for remembrance
and devotion, certainly at the end prayers for good must be
offered, as they have rights of protection and support. If there
were no government, not a moment’s peace would be possible
for the servants, and no created being would find rest even on
mountain peaks.

Furthermore, unstable souls should be avoided but not antago-
nized - meaning association with such souls is like approaching
a sea of ice. If it does not cause weakness, their coldness will
surely have an effect and cause the flame of the love of God
to subside. When you seek fellowship with the nightingales of
the divine rose garden, you will hear wondrous melodies and
be moved to joy and delight. But when you associate with
the crows of cruelty, you will hear cawing and croaking and
experience laziness and lassitude. However, antagonizing or
insulting anyone is not permitted. One must exercise patience
and forbearance to the extent possible - perhaps God will bring
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about something after that. There were many souls who were
unstable at first but, having now become aware of the purpose
of the people of weakness, are now in the utmost steadfastness
and firmness and are as firm as mighty mountains.

His honor Mulla Valiullah, upon him be glory, endured many
hardships in his journey to the Caucasus and is now elderly
and has experienced difficulties. Certainly whatever causes his
comfort and they deem advisable should be carried out. Take
great care to ensure his comfort, joy, spirit and delight. ‘A’A
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AB01668

To: Aga Husayn-Ali son of Haji Mihdi Firuzabadi et al.

O refugees of the Abha Beauty! Although ye have been exiled
and removed from your native land, persecuted at the hands
of the ungodly, deprived of your possessions by pillagers and
plunderers, forced to witness your habitations laid to waste by
oppressors, made targets for the darts of injustice from every
direction, and taunted and tormented from every side, this was
not on account of sinfulness, nor because of any wrongdoing,
rebellion, or infraction of conduct. Praise be to God, ye have
behaved toward all peoples with truthfulness and friendliness,
and toward the government, ye have evinced the utmost obe-
dience and submission.

Even so, this calamity in the path of God befell you, and this
tragedy for love of the Peerless Lord afflicted you. The owls
of hostility tore at the birds of the divine rose garden, and the
ravens of inequity strove to injure the doves of praise. Wild
dogs inflicted wounds upon the gazelles of the wilderness of
unity, and ravenous wolves scattered the grazing flock. What
was the crime of Joseph? Just as he was innocent, in like
manner, since these trials and tribulations, these ordeals and
hardships, were sustained in the path of the Beloved of the
worlds, they are as honey and sugar.

Consider how much exultation this brimful cup hath proffered
in every age, so much so that the friends of God prepared a
feast of delight on the field of sacrifice at love’s altar. Evok-
ing joy and gladness, they became drunk with the wine of
martyrdom, and with the utmost jubilation they returned to
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the kingdom of glory while declaring “Would that my people
knew!”

Therefore, O companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, offer your prayers
with heart and soul and seek the wine of the most great gift.
Haply we may each receive a portion from that sea, and be
granted a share of that gracious favor. Oh, how I long for that
day! Oh, how I thirst for that chalice overflowing with the
wine of bounty!

5 Glorified be my Lord, the Most Glorious!
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AB01744

To: Mirza Husayn-Ali (Khurasan) et al.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The spiritual youth, in his
distinguished letter, has offered utmost praise and glorification
of those faithful friends, saying that each one has lit a candle
in the Divine gathering and become a consumed nightingale
in the heavenly rose garden, teaching wondrous melodies to
the birds of the gardens of the horizons. And this is indeed
true, and this news brings joy to this grieving heart, for praise
be to God, the Blessed Beauty has nurtured in His embrace
souls who bear the light of guidance upon their brow, possess
honeyed speech, and manifest the radiance of the peacocks of
the highest paradise.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Each one of you deserves multiple
letters, but due to the multitude of occupations and concerns,
‘Abdu’l-Baha has no opportunity to write even a word. Never-
theless, at this moment I am engaged in remembering you with
the utmost joy and delight, and occupied with writing. But
the essential thing is that the heart is associated with your re-
membrance and filled with sweetness, and this comes from the
musk-laden breath of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, spiritual let-
ters are continuously being sent from the world of the heart; a
spiritual messenger is present and a divine courier is manifest.
Open the ears of awareness and hear that melody and song
that constantly reaches the ears of the heart and nourishes the
soul and spirit.
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O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God, the bestowals
of the Greatest Name are manifest like the rays of the sun, its
radiance is evident, and all are present in His Kingdom. In
gratitude for this bounty, you must not rest for a moment, nor
take a breath, nor seek repose, nor desire patience and calm.
Blaze forth like the fire of Sinai and become brimming full like
the camphor-mixed cup, so that you may give the overflowing
goblet to the dear ones and pour the stirring wine into the
mouths of the friends. And upon you be greetings and praise.

ol el Calpe SWlae 0L
K sl pelad s albs g, Ol aele
A ez o) ShL sl S s
s G ki o KL g
209 AL sk fdad O b (6513 5 e
b s Sl 3K Ll K asle
o &8 fosl 5 A2 Oliim s ple

), 1 ;Jc s oLl

MKTS8.191b

AB01765

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi (Tihran)

O thou whom God hath reserved for the promulgation of His
Covenant! Several letters from you have been received and we
were grieved by the sorrows that have befallen you. However,
if you were to become aware of the trials, afflictions, hardships
and tribulations that have descended upon this servant, you
would completely forget yourself and your own troubles. But
there is no remedy except patience and forbearance. The An-
cient Beauty and the Most Great Name - may my spirit be a
sacrifice for the tribulations of His loved ones - for fifty years
had not a moment’s rest. The arrows of hardship and tribu-
lation rained down from all directions. Now shall this servant
and you remain in comfort? What a vain thought! What an
impossible fancy! In any case, these sorrows and pains must be
forgotten and, in faithfulness to the favors and bounties of the
Ancient Beauty, we must strive day and night in service to the
Cause - that is, in diffusing the divine fragrances, exalting the
Word of God, and promoting God’s Covenant - and completely
forget these realms.

“Our hearts will be as open shells should He the pearls of grace
bestow;

Our lives will ready targets be were He to hurl the darts of

woe.”

You complain that what you write remains unanswered. What-
ever you wrote was answered each time, except for the letters
you requested in each missive for various individuals - more
than possible were written and sent. There has never been
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and will never be any neglect. But writing to all of them is
beyond possibility. If you knew how much writing there is, I
swear by God you would be content with two words a year.
The fingers and hands have given out. You write one letter a
month and within it request letters for several people. If there
is a delay in response you are surprised. Now consider how
much this pen must write just to compose one letter to you.
In any case, a set of unsigned letters was sent - whoever you
deem in greatest need, write their name and give it to them.
Furthermore, focus on promotion - that is, teaching.
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AB01695

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

The speaking leaf observed and was astonished at the contents.
However, it was noted that such a mighty Cause, such a firm
Covenant and ancient Testament of the gracious Lord, will
certainly not be without severe tests and trials and a great
tempest. Until the severity of winter, snow, blizzards, ice, cold
and uprooting winds intensify and the air becomes harsh, the
life-giving spring will not come, the musk-scented breeze of
spring will not blow, the flowers and blossoms will not bloom,
and the plains and wilderness will not become the envy of par-
adise. The hundred-petaled rose will not diffuse the fragrance
of ambergris, the April clouds will not weep, the rose garden
and meadow will not smile.

Until these severe tests arise and the cry of the weak reaches
heaven and the wavering ones appear, the banner of the
Covenant will not be raised at the pole of the horizons and the
fragrances of the garden of the Testament will not perfume
the hearts and souls. Until wavering appears, the lofty station
of the steadfast will not become clear and evident. Things are
known by their opposites. Until the darkness of the darkest
night appears, the lights of the Sun of Truth will not be
visible.
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Therefore be not sorrowful, be not grieved. “Do men think
when they say ‘We believe’ they shall be left alone and not be
put to proof?” Certainly tests will appear and the wavering
ones will come forth. But one must be forbearing and consid-
erate. No harsh word should be spoken about anyone. The
Covenant-breakers should be left to the Blessed Beauty. The
friends should be made aware, doubts should be dispelled, con-
clusive divine proofs should be established, and strong heav-
enly evidence should be presented with a gentle tongue. Some
should be counseled with loving advice, some should be gently
awakened from the sleep of heedlessness, and the unconscious
should be made aware. “Dispute with them in the kindliest
way” must be kept in mind.

In any case, no crude word is permitted regarding anyone. The
strongest expression allowed would be “wavering” and “heed-
lessness” and “veiled.” Beyond this is not permitted, whether
regarding the wavering ones of this party or regarding other
peoples and nations. His Holiness Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be
the Glory of God the Most Glorious, acts with wisdom.
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AB01703

O Lord! O spiritual friend! Let not the lamp of the love of
God be extinguished in the niche of hearts by the blowing of
severe winds. Rather, it must be protected by the glass of
trust in God and detachment from all else save Him. One
must be like the luminous sun rising and appearing from the
horizon of tests and trials, and like firm mountains, steadfast
and unmoved. Thus the more the tempests of tribulations
blew, the more intensely did the fire of the love of God burn in
these hearts, and the more severe the storms of trials became,
the more firmly was the tree of divine unity rooted in the soil
of hearts.

Tests and trials are indeed necessary, as He says, glorified and
exalted be He: “Do men think they will be left alone on saying
‘We believe’ and not be tried?” And likewise He says: “And We
will most certainly try you with something of fear and hunger
and loss of property and lives and fruits; and give good news
to the patient.” All the friends of God held fast to this most
firm handle of patience and thankfulness for tribulations in the
path of God, and thereby reached lofty stations.
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ABO01710

Please convey many greetings and prayers on my behalf and
on behalf of His Holiness to that distinguished and eminent
scholar, that unique learned one of the horizons whom neither
the might of kings deterred from mentioning the King of Kings
nor did the wrath of tyrants frighten in explaining God’s laws
and His Messenger’s religion - His Eminence the perfect and
peerless Shaykh Ahmad, may God the Exalted protect him.
God willing, we hope that one day we will meet with the hon-
ored Shaykh - I very much long for this.

Convey greetings to Aqa Muhammad Baqir and the other chil-
dren of the late Sayyah Effendi. Everyone here is occupied
with your remembrance and sends greetings, and all praise be
to God, they are all healthy and well, all engaged in remem-
brance of the Truth.

Mirza Yahya is amazingly still in his madness. Many letters of
counsel had been written to him from Iran and sent for us to
forward, but I observed that this person’s mind has dried up
and it would be futile, so I did not send them. If there would
be any benefit, write and we will send them.

; Aga Abdul-Karim has gone on pilgrimage with a group of
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O thou who art alive through the spirit of the Covenant! When
the fragrant breeze of steadfastness and firmness wafts, hearts
open wide, vision becomes keener, the world of creation surges
with excitement, and rises in praise of the Incomparable Lord.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The song is the song
of servitude, and the melody is the melody of servitude to
His Holiness the One. The Abha Beauty - may my spirit, my
being, and my essence be sacrificed for the dust of His Thresh-
old - praise be to God, hath so thoroughly leavened ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s nature with the pure waters of servitude that his reality
and servitude have become one and the same thing, and his
essence and bondage have become identical with that which is

described.

Therefore, play this melody with the most wondrous tunes
upon the harp, drum and flute, and behold this crown of servi-
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head of this servant. I swear by God’s glory that this servitude
is sovereignty over both worlds, and this bondage is greatness
throughout all realms. All stations are constraints, but this
praised station is descent of all attributes and the essence of
ascent, for it is servitude to the Ancient Beauty and to the
Most Great Name....
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The religionists of the world have forsaken the essence of the
teaching and hold to the letter. It is as if the students in a
college quarrelled and disputed with each other as to which
master was the best, instead of attending to the lessons which
were given by those masters.

The religious conceptions of every creed postulate the existence
of a medium, or intermediary between God and man. The
spiritual teaching of each medium, the Word of God, whether
Moses, or Elijah, or Christ, or Mahomet, was the same. The
light is the same. The mediums are identical, that is, derive
their radiance from the same source. Moses, Mahomet, Christ-
what are these but names? What do names, mere words, mat-
ter? And yet people quarrel about these names. And the teach-
ing is that the true object of religion, of spiritual progress, is
to make every soul reflect the Divine. Each soul must become
radiant as a lamp.

And this is our message, our mission. We must labour night
and day to establish unity and solidarity among humanity.
Enough of quarrels, backbitings, and criticisms. See how
the Catholics abuse the Protestants, and the Protestants the
Catholics. Do they love each other as Christ commanded?
Have they a brotherly feeling towards each other? And so with
many other sects, even in one religion, the Christian... But we
(the Bahais) hope that these difficulties may be removed, that
all may please one another, until the Word of God, with all
its perfections, may bring them into the Kingdom of God.

BLO__PN#002
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in Akka

“Endeavor and strive eagerly that you may progress and ad-
vance rapidly. You are born in this holy day, attaining this
great privilege by the favor of God, therefore you must not
waste or throw away this bounty and mercy. Try always to
get more manliness and humbleness and to love one another.
You are like a small plant newly sown. If the rays of the sun
reflect on it and it is watered by showers of rain there is no
doubt that it will by and by grow and become a very fruitful
tree; but if cold winds blow and the plant be deprived of the
shining of the sun and the rain it will certainly be withered
and become a useless thing.

“Now, if you occupy yourselves, for instance, in affirming some
reasons for the truth of this holy Cause and how to deliver
the Word of God to everyone, these things will support and
strengthen you and will prepare you for the good of this world
and that which is to come; but if, God forbid, you lose your
time in vain chattering and useless talk and running hither and
thither, these things, be sure, will never lead you to the way
of salvation.

“Never think whether you will have more or less wealth, for
riches will never guide any man in the right way.

“Q children,” continued our Master, “there is a matter which is
very important and that is this, let none of you at any time be
puffed up with pride or despise any other being. Never, never
do this, this is worse than all things. Man is a sinful blunderer,
therefore he must acknowledge his faults.

“His Holiness, the blessed Bab, mentions in his book that every
one must consider at the end of each day what have been his
actions. If he finds something which would please God, he must
thank Him and pray to be strengthened to do this good act
throughout his life; but if his actions have not been approvable
or honest, he must earnestly ask God for strength to do better.

And now,” said the Master, “the report of your weekly work is
good and free from blunder and fault, therefore I am greatly
pleased and very happy. I want you to work for the sake of
God, and not for your own interest. Therefore I am advising
you with the greatest love and kindness for your own benefit
and comfort.

SW__v09#08 p.095-096
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To: Aga Muhammad Ardikani, in Bombay

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of love! What you
had written was noted and from its delightful contents the
utmost joy and fragrance were obtained. Glory be to God!
What grace and bounty is this that is specially bestowed upon
the servants of the Divine Unity - that though one is in the
East and one in the West, in reality they are present in one
gathering and intimate companions in the feast of love and
fellowship.

I swear by the Most Great Name that remembrance of the
divine friends so dominates the heart that not for a moment
does rest occur. And through the grace and generosity of the
Sovereign of existence, I hope that He will assist His loved ones
in all degrees to achieve what pleases Him and bestow what is
befitting today.

In any case, the greatest of all matters today is teaching the
Cause of God and diffusing the divine fragrances. This is
achieved through explanation, and the essence of exposition
is not attained through printing books and publishing tablets.
Rather, printing and multiplying tablets indiscriminately
causes the value of God’s verses to be diminished.

Observe that when the Qur’an was printed, they used it to
wrap medicines in apothecary shops. Likewise observe how
much it was printed and published and fell into the hands of
other peoples who recited it - have you ever heard of anyone,
whether Christian, Jewish or from other groups, becoming a
believer in the Messenger of God (may my spirit be sacrificed
for Him) through reading the Qur’an?

Thus it became clear that guidance comes through explanation
and exposition, not through publishing books and distributing
tablets and printing writings. Therefore, the divine verses must
be given proper dignity and standing. Furthermore, it is not
in the interest of the Cause today for divine verses to fall into
people’s hands.

I hope that you will become a speaking verse among the people
of the earth, so that eyes may be illumined and hearts may
become as rose gardens. This is not difficult for God. O Lord!
Assist Thy sincere servants in what Thou lovest and approvest.

KSHK#26x
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To: Khalil Rahmani Faransi

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Although it has been a long
time since I wrote a letter, this was due to numerous obsta-
cles and overwhelming tribulations. Otherwise, I do not draw
a breath without remembering the friends of Faran, and do
not pass a moment without seeking divine confirmation and
success. [ am always gladdened by their mention and thought,
and weep and lament at the threshold of the Divine Unity,
seeking confirmation and success.

Two weeks ago a special letter was written for the friends of
Faran and sent through a respected person among the faithful
servants of the Beauty of Abha. It will surely arrive. Now that
your letter has arrived, we again engage in remembrance of the
friends.

Tell the divine friends not to become distressed by the fright-
ful events and shocking news from the Holy Land, for danger
is constant at all times, enemies are attacking from all direc-
tions, and the faithless Covenant-breakers do not hesitate for
a moment in spreading calumnies. They constantly loose their
tongues in slander and confuse the minds of those in authority.
Despite this, one cannot imagine security, ease and comfort.

Therefore, it is better that the lovers of the Glorious Beauty
occupy themselves with exalting the Word of God and promot-
ing the sacred teachings of the Beauty of Abha. They should
deal with all peoples and communities of the world with ut-
most love, kindness, pure intention, truthfulness and sincerity,
so that hearts may be illumined and nostrils perfumed by the
fragrance of the Most Glorious Paradise. This is what is im-
portant - attention must be focused on this matter.

You had requested permission to attain the presence in the
Holy Land - you are permitted.
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Convey the most glorious and wondrous greetings to the
assured maidservant of God, the blessed and well-pleased
Ruziyyih Khanum, and to the other maidservants of the
All-Merciful. Likewise, we convey the most wondrous greet-
ings from the Abha Kingdom to Jinab Mirza Jalalu’llah,
Mirza Sulayman, Mirza Husayn, Haji Aqa, their sister the
maidservant of God, and your sister the maidservant of God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01848

To: Hidayatullah Khan et al., in Jurab

O ye friends of God! Though to outward seeming ye are far
from here but in reality ye are present before me. In truth
ye are my companions and my confidants because the power
of the word of God hath so united these scattered souls and
hath so linked their hearts together that they have become
but one spirit, one soul one body. Separation and distance is
impossible, regret and depravation non-existent.

We who are servants at the same Threshold are bound together
by bonds of cordial fellowship at all times so that the perfume
of one heart can make the other fragrant. We are connected
through our mutual attraction to the divine kingdom in such
wise that we can expound spiritual mysteries even like the wires
of the telegraph! In addition, all this is due to the bounty and
grace of the exalted Lord who hath vouchsafed such kindness
to us and hath ordained such a Dispensation as this.

We are all gathered beneath the shade of the one tree, we are
all under the same banner; we are all growing in the same
eternal garden and have attained the utmost happiness among
the same fragrant beds of roses. We are all lovers of those in-
comparable Beauty and eager servants at the divine Threshold.
We are enthralled by the same countenance and burn with the
same fire of love.

So since we share this spiritual unity and oneness let us rise
strong and firm, therefore to serve Him. And by such service
is meant showing love, exhibiting spirituality, demonstrating
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trustworthiness, conducting ourselves with piety, kindliness, af-
fection, and radiance of spirit, extending forgiveness and tol-
erance towards each other being present for each other and
attracted to the breezes of the All-Merciful. It means that we
should spread far and wide the signs of God, and guide the
people, and care for humanity, and show universal love and
truthfulness to all and sundry.

These are the teachings that the Desire of all nations hath
given to the world. Undoubtedly we who are attracted to His
threshold, we who are truly obedient unto Him should arise to
fulfil these conditions. We should pray to the one true God
that we might become aided and assisted in doing this.
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AB01814

To: Muinul-Hukama, Aga Mirza Rida Tabib et al.,

O you who are firm in the Covenant! A letter was written and
sent to all the friends in that region some time ago. Now your
letter has arrived and despite numerous occupations, I again
undertake to write a reply. In your letter was the glad tidings
of the love, fellowship and unity of the illumined friends. This
soul-cheering news brought the utmost joy and delight to the
hearts of the longing ones.

The essence of the meanings in the divine scriptures is but one
word, and that is love and unity and divine fellowship. This is
the essence of the purpose, so that the world of existence may
be adorned and made manifest through the bestowed grace.
Therefore all eyes must be directed to this important point,
for it is the center of the circle of existence. As much as you
can, increase unity and oneness, and seek love and wisdom. Do
not restrict this love to the friends alone, but be kind and com-
passionate to all humanity. As much as you can, make hearts
happy and joyful. Do not look to capacity and capability, but
rather emulate the Divine Unity. The cloud of mercy bestows
drops of grace upon all in existence. The rays of the sun of
favors illumine East and West.
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Regarding Khudabakhsh, you had written that he has been
confirmed in outstanding services and has shown more effort
than others concerning the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and the pilgrim
house, and now has pledged fifty tumans to this one. Use this
amount for a complete spiritual feast in the name of the Blessed
Beauty at the pilgrim house, and if the remainder is presented
to Mu’in al-Hukama and he accepts it, it will bring joy to the
heart of this longing one. I hope that the doors of blessing will
be opened and the breast of that one assured in God will be
expanded.

O friends! As much as you can, pursue all means so that, God
willing, Kermanshah may become a Paradise of Abha through
holy fragrances. This is the fruit of existence; otherwise the
end of every soul is extinction and loss. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO01816

To: May Mazxwell, in Montreal

Your letter was received. It showed the happiness of thy heart,
the utmost purity of thy motives, and thy determination to
serve the Cause of God, and thus it imparted joy and delight.
It is my hope that through the power of thine attraction the
souls in that city may be quickened, and that the rays of the
Kingdom may spread abroad and illumine that region.

Convey on my behalf to Mr. Edington my utmost affection
and kindness. I pray for divine confirmation for him. And as
for Mrs. Dylan, show her complete kindness. As it is spring
and summer in Egypt is very hot, it would be better if she
travels to Egypt at the beginning of next winter.

Convey to Professor Armstrong on my behalf that all speeches
given in the world today, if they yield results, are temporary ex-
cept for speeches given about the Cause of Baha’u’llah - those
speeches resound through all future ages and centuries and
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their results are eternal. Therefore give thanks to God that
you gave speeches about the Cause of Baha’u’llah.

Convey my love to Mrs. Henderson, and I pray that God may
loosen her tongue to express truths and meanings and that she
be confirmed by the breaths of the Holy Spirit.

5 Convey my respectful greetings to Dr. Simon and tell him that

today, praise be to God, the sun of the universal religion has
risen and multitudes from all parts of the world are entering
it. Soon it will encompass the world. Ask God that you may
become a standard-bearer of this divine host and a herald of
this world-embracing religion.

As regards thy vision, it signifieth that the light of the Kingdom
of God shall rise above the horizon of that region with the
utmost brilliancy and splendour.

Convey on my behalf to Mr. Maxwell, thy revered husband, my
warm regards. Kiss likewise on my behalf thy beloved daughter
on both cheeks.

MAX.288
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AB01853

To: Baha’is of Najafabad et al.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! In these days of fasting, every day
good news arrives from various directions. From the West
comes glad tidings of the diffusion of the divine fragrances,
and from the FEast comes joyful news of souls being enkindled
with the fire of the love of God. From the South, moment by
moment, a sweet fragrance wafts, and from the North a per-
fumed breeze blows, showing that the Word of God is being
exalted and the divine fragrances are spreading. And letters
arrive continuously like torrential rain, asking questions that
require answers. This is just one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s tasks - you
can imagine what the other tasks are like! Therefore, I swear
by your precious lives, there is no opportunity to write individ-
ual letters to each one, so I must write to all collectively.
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O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Call to mind the endless favors of
the Blessed Beauty and behold the waves of that mighty ocean,
which has scattered so many gleaming pearls upon the shores
of the Tablets through the influence of the Most Exalted Pen
that you will be enriched forever. Therefore, occupy yourselves
day and night with praise and glorification of the Desired One,
Who has bestowed such grace and favor. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Rida Qaini

O steadfast one in the Covenant! I read your letter and men-
tioned your name and beseeched God to give you strength and
power and maintain you in His service. You wrote about the as-
cension of holy souls to divine heights - prayers for forgiveness
were offered for them at the threshold of the One.

As for your question about why these souls passed away despite
the recitation of prayers and healing prayers, know that these
prayers and supplications are for healing from suspended fate,
not from irrevocable and binding destiny. For fate is of two
kinds: suspended fate and irrevocable fate. Irrevocable fate
cannot be changed or altered. If it were such that every sick
person would be healed through prayer recitation, then no one
would ever leave their physical frame and ascend from this
world to the next world, because whenever someone became
ill, prayers would be recited and they would be healed. This
would be contrary to God’s consummate wisdom. Rather, the
purpose of seeking healing is to be protected from suspended
fate and preserved from non-irrevocable destiny.

For example, consider that this lamp has a certain amount of
oil, and when it burns and the oil is finished, it will certainly
be extinguished - for this there is no change or alteration. How-
ever, benedictory prayers and seeking healing are like a glass
that protects this lamp from opposing winds so that it is not
extinguished by suspended fate.
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Regarding the matter of selling properties - if the debt involves
interest, especially excessive interest, then selling and paying
the debts is certainly preferable. But if the debt is without
interest, or if the interest is minimal such that half the income
from the properties covers payment of that interest provided
it is paid annually, then keeping the properties is preferable.
Otherwise, paying the debt is better and sweeter.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01849

To: Saffar, Muhammad Ibrahim et al., in Qum

O faithful friends! What you had written was considered.
From its meanings spiritual attractions were evident and from
that Pahlavi melody the song of the mystical nightingale was
made manifest, for it was a decisive proof of love for the Shin-
ing Light and a sign of servitude at the Threshold of the All-
Merciful.

Those faithful friends are every moment the target of the ar-
row of cruelty, that is, the persecution of enemies, the gloating
of the foolish, the blame of the ignorant, the charges of heresy
by the stupid, the accusations of the oppressors, and the re-
strictions of officers. In short, from every direction they are
the target of the arrows of calamities. Despite this, praise be
to God, they are preserved in the protection of the Truth, safe
from weakness and free from failing, firm and steadfast, upright
and aware. This is the gift of the Lord, just as He addresses
the Pride of Messengers and Guide of all in the mighty Qur’an:
“Be thou steadfast as thou hast been commanded.”

For the love of God, like a lamp in the glass of tests, burns
bright. Sometimes it makes one prisoner in chains, sometimes
it makes poison like honey and milk. Sometimes like Joseph
it casts one into prison, sometimes like the noble master it
makes the throat submit to the dagger. Sometimes like Christ
it makes one the ornament of the cross, sometimes like the
Son of the Virgin it makes one martyred in the land of Taff.
Sometimes like Abraham it makes one homeless and sometimes
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like Noah it causes one to weep and lament. These are the
ways and attributes of the love of God. Blessed is the soul
that follows these noble ones.

Do not become captive to sorrow and do not shed tears from
your eyes over the death of the people of deliverance, your
relatives and connections. For those rosebuds of the love of
God have blossomed in the gardens of the Most Glorious King-
dom, and those prisoners of deprivation have become intimate
with the private chamber of the Divine Realm, and those sick
ones have found true healing, and those lost ones have found
their way to the Divine Court. Such souls exist and are not
lost, are prosperous not buried, are rising not setting, are as-
cending not falling. Through the window of nothingness they
have hastened to the world of being, and from the aperture of
evanescence they have found the rays of the Sun of eternity.
Upon you and upon them be greetings and praise.
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ABO01858

To: Nugqi, Aga Muhammad et al., in Rafsanjan

O my loving friends! The fire of your longing is so intensely
ablaze that its heat has affected the horizons and its ardor has
influenced the hearts of those dwelling near the Holy Shrine.
This is not mere flame - it is bounty. This is not mere heat - it
is love. This is not mere longing - it is illumination. Therefore
this condition in itself is the ultimate desire of lovers, and when
the heat of this state surges in hearts, it merits the honor of
circumambulating the Sacred Threshold. For the moth, its
burning is reunion, and for the nightingale, its cry and lament
is union with the rose and sweet basil. Were it not for observing
the wisdom mentioned in the Tablets, I would say: spread
your wings like birds and present yourselves at the Blessed
Threshold. But the corruption, sedition, calumny and slander
of the oppressors among the acquaintances has reached such a
degree that it cannot be described. Therefore, solely to calm
the effect of these calumnies and to protect the Sacred Tomb,
we are compelled to observe the wisdom set forth in the Tablets.
And ‘Abdu’l-Baha, on your behalf, offers visitation prayers
from atop the tower of ‘Akka facing the pure and fragrant
Sacred Tomb. Be assured.
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Jenab-i-Aga Muhammad-i-Nuqi must offer a hundred thou-
sand thanksgivings in every breath that, like Christ, with a
radiant and beautiful face, they mounted him on that animal
and paraded him through the streets and bazaar for the sake of
the Beloved. Refer to the Gospel and observe that the details
match completely. However, they placed a crown of thorns on
Christ’s head as well. But consider that riding on that most
lowly of animals was greater than mounting the Buraq, and
the crown of thorns became the royal crown of both worlds.
Therefore Jenab-i-Aga Muhammad must also sacrifice his life
in gratitude for this bounty, be joyous, host the loved ones of
God, and read this letter with the sweetest melody.
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AB01801

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Nuri, in Shin

O ancient servant of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be
a sacrifice for His loved ones! What you wrote was observed
and whatever was penned and inscribed was interpreted. We
opened our tongue in praise of the Most Great Unity and
the Sovereign Lord, that this ancient servant of the Manifest
Beauty is in intense combustion and the surging fire of the love
of God, and from the breezes wafting from the source of grace
has a passionate soul and an enthusiastic heart. Well done to
you, and may it be wholesome to you, this elegant, brimming
cup from the outpouring grace of the Sun of the Horizons.

Today is the day of flame and fire, of radiance and surging
forth. The Exalted One and Primal Point, may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him, made His blessed breast the target of a hun-
dred thousand bullets. The Ancient Beauty and Most Great
Name, may my spirit, being and essence be sacrificed for His
loved ones, endured in every moment a hundred thousand ar-
rows of hatred, and was under chains and fetters, and was im-
prisoned for twenty-five years in the Most Great Prison. From
Iran to Iraq, and from Iraq to the Great City, and from there
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to Rumelia, and from there to this ruined fortress were They
banished.

Despite this, how can we think of comfort and ease, or rest our
head for a moment on silken pillows? We beseech and implore
the Most Great Unity that we may spend these few days in
tribulations in the path of Truth and sacrifice this withered
and faded life in His love. Will we witness that blessed day
when we may freely offer this worthless blood in the path of
the All-Merciful and this decaying body may fall piece by piece
upon the dust of abasement in the field of sacrifice?

My Lord! Aid me to attain this supreme gift and greatest
bounty by which the kingdom of existence was illumined from
the unseen and the visible, through Thy mercy which Thou
hast specially ordained for Thy truthful and steadfast servants.
O Thou Who confirmeth the chosen ones! Verily Thou art the
All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB01828

To: Aga Abdu’l-Husayn Shukuhi, in Shiraz

O spiritual Shukuhi, what glory you display! Among the condi-
tions of glory is this: that you make your breast the target for
arrows of hardship and calamity, and feel no weariness from
any difficulty, trouble or adversity. We saw you thus and ap-
proved that you should hasten to those regions and accept
with utmost joy every affliction and trial - that is, become a
divine wanderer without home or refuge, and distraught and
disheveled by that musk-laden tress of the All-Merciful. Seek
neither rest nor repose, comfort nor ease.

Follow the example of Ali ibn Husayn, peace be upon him.
Hassan of Basra relates that one day in the desert of Hijaz, I
observed from the direction of the wilderness that a radiant
youth of perfect beauty and grace was coming, wandering and
searching, but with bare head, bare feet and naked body. So I
hastened to his presence and asked: “O radiant youth, whence
do you come?” He said: “I come from God.” I asked: “Where
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do you hasten to?” He said: “I hasten to God.” 1 asked:
“What provisions do you have?” He said: “Trust in God.” I
asked: “Who are you?” He said: “Ali ibn Husayn, peace be
upon him.”

In any case, observe how in every age what souls were enabled
to spread the lights of guidance. Follow in their footsteps and
emulate their way and conduct. Do not lament, do not cry
out. Show the face of resignation and be content with God’s
decree. Open the musk-pod of detachment and perfume the
world. Whatever you wish for will be made possible. The holy
fragrance will spread, nostrils will be perfumed, hearts will be
illumined, the world of being will be conquered.

This is My counsel to you and My advice - hearken to it that
you may see what no eyes have ever beheld. It is as I have writ-
ten - you must, in a state of light upon light, bestow the glad-
tidings of the Forgiving Lord among the villages and tribes of
those regions and frontiers. This is the gate of mystic conquests
and the means of attaining undoubted divine inspirations. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01782

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi

My God, my God! Thou seest me weakened by fasting and
standing in prayer, and my strength has waned in the darkness
of these nights. I am unable to count the praises of Thy Most
Glorious Beauty, and I bow my face to the dust in humility
before Thy greatness and might, which has appeared like the
sun at high noon on the Day of Return. I beseech Thee to assist
Thy owned servant Baqir, revealer of mysteries and vanquisher
of the wicked, and to strengthen him with mighty hosts of
grace and benevolence in every time and place. Verily Thou
art the Mighty, the Bestower, and verily Thou art the Lord,
the Helper.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The Holy Spirit confirms
the friends with speech and assists the steadfast with the pen of
inscription. The verse “weakness of the seeker and the sought”
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was stated in its true context, and “We shall brand him on the
nose” became manifest and known. These novices imagined
that all the friends were blind and deaf and that the Cause
of God was a plaything of children. Therefore they clung to
the frailest of houses - the spider’s web - and cast themselves
into a barren wasteland and became destroyed and perished.
The firm verses of the Most Holy Book were forgotten and the
clear texts of the Holy Covenant were abandoned. Doubts were
spread and calumnies became notorious.

In these days they have sent a hateful, stubborn, obstinate,
evil-dispositioned person from Jahrum to the outskirts of Shi-
raz, that perhaps through casting doubts and calumnies he
might create a breach in the ports of Fars and around Jahrum.
Certainly your honor, along with the steadfast friends, must
prevent and repel that ignorant Jew. How excellent is the re-
ward of those who repel! The purpose is that these souls strive
in every corner and make shows of firmness in the Covenant
until they catch hold of a weak soul and cast their doubts upon
him.

Far, far from it! Darkness cannot face the light, and Satan
the loser cannot resist the brilliant meteor, and the filthy dung
beetle cannot prevent the sweet fragrance of the Most Glorious
Paradise. Soon you shall see the Covenant-breakers in evident
loss.
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AB01784

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

He is the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious

O my God! This is a branch from the branches of the Tree of Af-
firmation and a twig from the twigs of the Tree of Thy Oneness.
He has turned to Thee in humility at the gate of Thy unity,
clinging to the hem of the robe of Thy singleness, attracted
by Thy remembrance and speaking Thy praise. Preserve him
through Thine eye of protection and guardianship, shelter him
beneath the shadow of Thy safeguarding and protection, en-
able him to attain Thy good-pleasure in all things, protect
him from the uncertainties of fate, and assist him with the
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aid of the Hidden Mystery. O Ever-Living, O Self-Subsisting!
Verily Thou art the All-Loving.

Your preserved writings and published pages have all been re-
ceived and their contents fully understood. Regarding certain
traditions you had written about - praise be to God, on this
plane nothing wafts save holy fragrances and nothing shines
save the lights of intimacy. If there is any spreading abroad it
is the fame and tumult of the Beloved’s curling locks, and if
there is any renown it is mention of the Beloved’s enchanting
eyes and the sweet fragrance from the street of the Heart’s De-
sire. Night and day we are quickened by the breeze of grace
and made lasting through the perfumed scent from the gardens
of favor. Be confident in God’s bounty and attached to the in-
finite favors of the Abha Kingdom. Forget these emotional
effects and consign these sorrows to oblivion’s corner. This is
the time for awareness and attentiveness, and for silence from
any mention save praise and glorification of the Friend.

Leave these traditions and recite unto the hearers the clear
verses, remove the veil from the eyes of the doubtful ones, be-
come enkindled with the fire lit in the Tree of the All-Merciful,
let thy tongue speak with wise remembrance, enter the gar-
den of delight, guide to the straight path, direct toward the
brilliant light in the manifest horizon, and give the seekers to
drink from the living waters, until thy Lord addresses thee
from His most exalted Kingdom: “Blessed art thou, O lofty
branch, through this mighty bounty, and glad tidings to thee,
O tender shoot, through this wondrous generosity.” And glory
be upon thee and upon all who are steadfast in the Ancient
Covenant.
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AB12184

To: Nasr et al., in Shiraz

Praise be to Thee, O my God, that the Sun of Reality hath
shone forth from the manifest horizon, beaming upon the tem-
ples of unity with its luminous rays. Its light and heat have in-
tensified in the region of effulgence, the point of burning, upon
all the worlds. Then arose the clouds and the rains poured
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down, reviving the sacred places and meadows, bringing to
life the gardens and flowerbeds, filling the pools to overflow-
ing, adorning the thickets, and causing the flowers of unity to
sprout forth in a new springtime. They became intimate and
familiar, united and agreed, knew one another and cooperated,
and loved each other through Thy wondrous bounty, until they
gathered like stars in their constellations and were strung like
pearls in necklaces upon throats.

My Lord! My Lord! Return these multiplicities to the unity
that overfloweth with manifest signs, and make Thy servants
flowers of the praiseworthy garden in the paradise of existence,
diffusing the sweet fragrances of unity and prostration.

My Lord! Though these trees differ in their colors and fruits,
yet having been planted in a mighty garden and verdant
meadow, being watered by a single water and growing by the
heat of a single star and drawing sustenance from a single soil,
they increase in luster through their diversity of colors and
multiplicity of fruits. Each one of them increases in grace and
beauty through its association with others. This is naught
but through the power of their Planter and the might of their
Cultivator. Unto Thee be thanks for this great bounty, and
unto Thee be praise for this manifest grace upon the beloved
ones.

My God! My God! These two servants are attracted to the
beauty of Thy oneness, enkindled with the fire of Thy love
amidst Thy creatures, occupied in service at the threshold of
Thy unity. Dust hath arisen between them through the intru-
sion of others, and the pure wine hath been troubled in this
time. My Lord! My Lord! Remove the dust between them and
cut off from them the endeavors of others. Make them a single
lamp shining with light among the righteous ones. Blend them
as water is blended with wine, and as honey with virgin’s milk,
that tastes may be sweetened by the sweetness of this harmony,
O Lord of effulgence upon souls and horizons! Verily Thou art
the Uniter of the hearts of companions. There is no God but
Thee, the Confirmer, the Unifier, the Mighty, the Supreme.
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ABO01876

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran

O my Forgiver, O my Pardoner! I press my face and soil my
brow in the dust at the threshold of Thy sacred court, beseech-
ing the outpouring of Thy pardon, Thy favor, Thy generosity
and Thy grace for Thy servant who has turned to Thee and
entered the precincts of Thy forgiveness and pardon.

My God, my God! Pardon him and forgive him for the sake of
his son who served Thee in Thy days, strove to spread Thy fra-
grances, gathered a group from Israel in commemorative gath-
erings, and occupied himself with Thy praise and attributes,
desiring nothing but the exaltation of Thy Cause, the eleva-
tion of Thy Word, the spread of Thy remembrance, and the
gathering of souls beneath the shade of Thy banner.

O Lord! Forgive his father and shelter him in the vicinity of
Thy greatest mercy. Verily Thou art the Kind, the Compas-
sionate, the Pardoner, the Forgiving.

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letter was read and its
sorrowful fragrance was inhaled. Be not sorrowful, be not grief-
stricken, sit not in dejection. Be joyous and delighted, for the
greatest bounty has appeared and the imprisonment of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has been made firm.

5 This is not imprisonment but freedom, this is not a prison but

a palace, this is not condemnation but spirituality, this is not
hardship but glad tidings, this is not confinement but liberty.
My hope from the bestowals of the Abha Beauty is greater than
this. This is nothing - it is spirit and fragrance, nay rather it
is a stroll in the gardens of Paradise.

What causes sorrow is the hardship of the friends. My hope
from divine bounty is that joyful days will come and comfort
and rest will be provided for you. Although comfort of soul
and heart’s desire and peace of conscience lie in service at the
Threshold - if this bounty is made possible, every difficulty
becomes easy and every bitterness becomes sweet, poison be-
comes an antidote and sting becomes honey.

For some time you were engaged in this service and would
gather the Jewish friends and guide and direct them. How
wonderful it would be now if the familiar path were taken up
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again and progress made along the known way. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB03133

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received

and from its contents my heart became grieved with sorrows.

Though the cup of trials and tribulations is brimming over for
all, and each soul is afflicted according to their capacity - for
in this dusty heap there is neither peace of soul, nor heart’s
desire, nor gladness of conscience. The Turkish poet has said:

“In this azure dome there is no shield -

All atoms are targets for the arrows of fate.”

You know Turkish so no translation is needed. But the
strangers, though they are targets for the arrows of calamity,
have no consolation from any direction - no balm for their
wounds and no remedy for their pain. But we, the servants
of the Sacred Threshold, praise be to God, have doors of
consolation open and accessible from all directions, and means
of joy prepared and ready from every side. If an arrow comes,
sugar and milk are present to counter it; if deadly poison
appears, wondrous honey is manifest. For we are under
an extended shade, at a flowing spring, enjoying elevated
support. However much trials and tribulations encompass
us, when the benevolence of the Blessed Beauty comes to
mind, the darkness of sorrows vanishes and the light of spirit
and fragrance shines forth. One pain, but praise be to God,
a thousand remedies are present; one wound, but praise be
to God, a hundred thousand balms exist. Given such grace
and bounty, why should we be grieved by tribulation and
saddened by cruelty? Especially must the friends of God,
after the Blessed Ascension, embrace with their souls every
tribulation and calamity. This is what faithfulness requires,
otherwise what difference would there be between us and
other people? In brief, you must never be sorrowful and
grieved, but accept every tribulation with utmost joy. Enter a
realm where you become unaware of the world and its people,
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and like the angels of the highest heaven become effaced and
wonderstruck before the Beauty of the Almighty. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB01881

To: Mirza Naim Sidihi, in Tihran

O Na’im! ‘Abdu’l-Baha holds you ever-present in his heart
and thoughts. There is no respite from remembering you and
no forgetting your mention, for you are a believer and a con-
fident wayfarer, a loving and steadfast one, an obedient and
submissive one. You are attracted to the Beauty of Abha and
oriented towards the Most Exalted Countenance, speaking His
praise and teaching among the people.

His Holiness Sadru’s-Sudur (may my spirit be a sacrifice for his
resting place) established classes for teaching and strove with
utmost effort and diligence. In this divine garden he nurtured
new saplings and bestowed boundless delicacy and freshness.
He made the silent birds to speak and made uninformed chil-
dren become bearers of glad tidings of the Most Glorious and
Great Beauty. This establishment will continue in succession
and these lights will shine upon centuries and ages.

Now that pure spirit has ascended to the Abha Kingdom, that
dove has taken flight to the realm of immortality, and that
moth has soared around the lamp of the Supreme Concourse.
Thus his place in this lower world remains empty. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s desire and purpose is to place this crown upon your
head so that you may, in place of that noble one, give lessons
in teaching to youth and instruct them in proofs and evidences,
showing them arguments, verses and traditions. Train the
newly arrived ones of the Abha Kingdom and help them grow
through the bounties of the Supreme Concourse, so that this
consolation may end and a new congratulation may appear, be-
coming a source of solace to ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart. For after the
Most Great Calamity, I was deeply affected by the calamity of
His Holiness Sadru’s-Sudur, and this pain has no remedy and
this wound no salve except to observe that a steadfast person
has taken the place of that noble one and is perfuming nostrils
with musk-diffusing fragrance.
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And know this: whoever follows that pure spirit and engages
in teaching and education will receive confirmations repeatedly
and successively until he himself becomes amazed. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01841

To: Wife of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar Shahmirzadi, in Tihran

O pure leaf of the All-Merciful! Although letters have been
written to you until now, His Honor your spouse deems it wise
that they not be recorded until written again. We insisted on
their being recorded, while he persisted in their remaining un-
recorded, despite the existence of copies and witnesses. Again
he prevailed and we laid down our shield and proceeded to
write this leaf.

O pure leaf! In truth, until now you have only preserved a
name of him, and have not properly witnessed his presence.
FEither he was captive in chains and fetters, or under threat
of the sword, or on perilous journeys, or in the vicinity of the
Most Great Prison. However, since all this hardship and dif-
ficulty and anguish and exile was in the path of God, he has
truly shared it with you. What could be better than being a
partner and participant in such a blessing, and a companion
and fellow recipient of such a gift? Although now the beauty
of this gift is veiled behind a curtain, and the delicacy of this
hundred-petaled rose lies in the hidden layers of the bud, yet
soon this secluded beloved will become the belle of the gather-
ing, and this tight-lipped bud will tear open its garment. At
that time you will observe what blessings the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful have been distinguished with, both inwardly
and outwardly, and with what bounties they have been hon-
ored in the nearest heaven and the most glorious Kingdom.
Then will the mystery of “We have honored the children of
Adam” become manifest and evident.
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And the Glory be upon you.

Convey my great appreciation to your mother who has believed
in her Lord and was enkindled by the fire ignited in the Sinai of
her Creator’s manifestation, who was devoted to her Originator
and prostrated before her Fashioner, and who turned her face
sincerely to Him Who created the heavens and earth. Then
give her glad tidings of her Lord’s great favor. And the Glory
be upon you and upon her and upon every maidservant who
remains firm in God’s Great Covenant.
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AB01844

To: Yusif Vujdani, in Tihran

O longtime friend! Your luminous letter was noted. A response
was written to Mahmud Khan and is enclosed in this letter -
please deliver it. My intention was that His Excellency ‘Aynu’s-
Saltanih and other loved ones of God should absolutely not
interfere in these political matters, should not become intimate
with any party, and should not associate with any group. They
should be engaged with the holy divine fragrances and occupied
with the remembrance of that Kind Friend. They should teach
people refinement of character and deliver people from brutish
temperament and behavior. They should exalt the Word of
God and open the doors of peace and reconciliation with all
peoples, tribes and nations of the world. They should not have
familiarity with any association nor difficulty with any group,
but rather reveal the mysteries of the love of God and make the
world fragrant with the sweet perfumes of divine knowledge.

We have no concern with these affairs. The aim is universal
reform and the purpose is peace and tranquility among all
human parties. In this case, we have no connection with any
party and we seek no conflict with any people. We have no
work except spreading the divine fragrances, exalting the Word
of God, disseminating the teachings of God, and instilling love
between the hearts of God’s servants.

However, since they are human, they are prone to forgetful-
ness. No harm done, as He says: “O My servants who have
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transgressed against their own souls! Despair not of the mercy
of God, for God forgives all sins.” T will ask forgiveness for him
from my Lord, for my Lord is All-Forgiving, Most Merciful.
But on condition that they no longer interfere in such matters
and completely sacrifice themselves for the Word of God, until
“I make all my remembrances and prayers into a single prayer,
and my state in Your service eternal.” Those souls who have
the fragrance of the love of the Blessed Beauty in their nos-
trils should inhale and be stirred by no fragrance except the
fragrance of the rose garden of faithfulness. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.

O spiritual Yusuf! If any prominent person shows interest, they
must certainly be kept completely hidden and concealed from
all, as this would cause problems.
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in Washington, DC

O servant of the Beauty of Abhal

From the contents of the letters it is evident and clear that
the banner of the Cause of God in that region has a mighty
wave and the musk-laden breeze has a wondrous diffusion, and
there are many seekers and investigators but few teachers, nay
rather very few indeed. Such is the decree of the Mighty, the
All-Knowing. Until now the means have not been properly
available and ready. His honor Abu’l-Fada’il has written that
if there were a hundred teachers, there would be listeners. God
willing, confirmations will arrive.

Two or three days ago a telegram was received from you re-
questing that a reply to questions about the Igan be sent,
whereas responses to those questions have been sent twice, once
even sent directly for speed of arrival. Undoubtedly they have
reached you by now.

Now character education must also be done in America so that
souls may appear who are truly worthy and deserving of the
Blessed Cause - who are completely effaced and evanescent,
who are detached from self and passion and have withdrawn
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from their own desires, who have abandoned their own will and
acquiesced to the Will of God, who, like the holy souls of Iran,
shine forth from the horizon of the love of God and hasten to
the field of sacrifice with utmost joy and delight. Until one
reaches this station and attains these qualities and attributes,
it is impossible to achieve success and prosperity, for one must
soar with this power and without it, it is impossible. A tem-
porary enthusiasm may arise but in a short time lethargy will
prevail. What causes steadfastness and persistence is sever-
ance from all idle fancies and conditions, and firmness in the
station of effacement, evanescence and detachment unto God.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Regarding the House of Translation, this matter is currently
mere speculation. No signs of its realization are evident at
all. If in the future the fragrance of its realization is perceived,
arrangements will be made that will satisfy you. Be assured.
However, it does not appear at all that this will be possible
anytime soon.

PN__1906 p094

AB01830

To: Haji Husayn Farashahi, in Yazd

O thou who art turned toward the divine realm! What you had
written to Jinab-i-Siyyid Javad was observed. As it indicated
orientation toward God and enkindlement with the fire ignited
in the Tree of Sinai, it bestowed spirit and fragrance, and the
breeze of certitude was inhaled. Through the great bounty of
the Ancient Living One, we hope that like the morning breezes
and the fecundating winds of springtime, you will pass through
and traverse countries and regions, and wherever you reach any
soul, you will perfume them with the sweet fragrance of the re-
membrance of God. Whomever you meet, make them firm and
steadfast in the Covenant and Testament of the Lord. Today
the most important of all matters is firmness and steadfastness
in God’s Covenant and Testament. Assuredly all souls must
be awakened and made aware of this Most Great Cause, so
that like an immovable mountain and firm, steadfast pillars
they may remain steadfast in God’s Covenant, Testament and
Faith.
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2 Regarding the dream whose interpretation you requested - its
interpretation is this: entering the sea naked and bare indi-
cates that, God willing, the reality of God’s Cause will become
manifest and evident without any veil or covering, and be puri-
fied and sanctified from the contamination of the calumnies of
the calumniators and the spreaders of false rumors. And God
willing, you too will be enabled to make the signs of the glory
of God’s Cause visible and apparent in the sight of the people
of the world.

3 Convey to all the divine loved ones in all regions, with utmost
longing, on behalf of this servant, the Most Wondrous, Most
Glorious greetings. And say: O loved ones of God! This is the
day of firmness and steadfastness, and the time of standing firm
and being well-established. Pay no attention to the intensity of
trials. Even if all these servants are drowned in the sea or lost
in the desert, you must remain firm and steadfast, and arise to
assist God’s Cause through verbal expression and excellence of
circumstances and conditions and divine counsels. And upon
thee be glory.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Taqi was reviewed. From the news of the promotion of the
religion of God, the spreading of the Word of God, and the
exaltation of the Cause of God, the utmost joy and solace was
brought to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. For this servant has
no joy, no gladness, no delight, no pleasure, no happiness, no
success except in the diffusion of the holy fragrances in the
divine horizons. This is the solace of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart,
this is the joy of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s spirit. This is my ultimate
goal, this is my paradise of refuge, this is my furthest mosque,
this is my Sadratu’l-Muntaha. I hope that each of the loved

ones of God will be assisted and confirmed in this supreme gift.

Regarding what you wrote about the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in
the city of Qum - the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in those regions is
today among the greatest institutions of the Lord God. A
letter was written to Jinab-i-Mashhadi ‘Abdu’r-Razzaq which
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is enclosed with this letter for your review. However, strongly
emphasize in all regions and corners, in cities and villages, that
they should not act in any way contrary to wisdom or cause
anxiety and alarm among the heedless ones.

We have sent the illustrious branch of the Blessed Tree, Jinab-i-
Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi Afnan to ‘Ishqabad so that there,
through the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty and the spir-
ituality of the Exalted One, he may establish the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar. The fame and renown of this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
will reach all regions and will have a wonderful effect, for the
heedless nation of Iran along with its religious leaders resisted
with utmost force for sixty years until that brilliant Star set.
Now they will observe that from the dawning-place of foreign
lands it has risen with intense brilliance and the edifice of the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar has been raised up and its melody reaches
the Concourse on High in the early dawn. This is the meaning
of the blessed verse which states “and We shall help” etc.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Wife of Haji Muhammad Rida et al.

O handmaids of the All-Merciful! During the dispensation of
every sanctified Manifestation, a number of women were at-
tracted and aroused from the tombs of the material world and
were called to the magnificent gathering place of the spirit.
They drank their fill from the chalice of the wine of guidance
from the hand of the Cupbearer of grace, and received heav-
enly confirmations from the Revealer of the signs of divine
power. Thereafter, with an eloquent speech, a sweet utterance,
a fervour and enthusiasm born of God, they scattered to every
corner of the world.

Consider how in the time of the Manifestations of the Sun of
Truth such women were raised up. Now, praise be to God, this
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is the dispensation of the Sun of Truth and this is the era of the
King of Oneness, when all the particles of existence are in joy
and ecstasy, in delight and rapture. Therefore, the leaves of the
Divine Tree must arise with such qualities, effects, conduct, at-
traction, enkindlement, utterance, exposition, spirit, bounties,
text and commentary that their power, influence, effects and
lights will surpass those of the leaves of former dispensations.
This lofty station and ancient glory is not easily attained. A
flame of fire is needed to cause enkindlement, brilliant lights
are required to illumine the world, the bounty of clouds and
rain is necessary to make meadows and plains verdant and
flourishing.

O handmaids of the All-Merciful! Strive that like men you may
play polo in this field and carry off the ball. I swear by the
Ancient Beauty that the hosts of the Supreme Kingdom will
so confirm you that you will become vanguards and breakers
of ranks in the arena of mystic knowledge, and the power of
their confirmation will make you victorious over the men of
the world. This bounty will be attained through firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament.
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O servant of God! Your sorrowful letter written to Jinab-i-
Manshadi was read, giving news of the martyrdom of that holy
spirit and embodied light, Aqga Siyyid Yahya. Grief overtook
me to an indescribable degree. Yet that pure soul hastened
to the luminous world and his sanctified blood was spilled in
the path of the Glorious Lord. Though deprived of material
life, praise be to God he attained spiritual life, and though his
lamp of earthly existence was extinguished, praise be to God
in the luminous realm he shone like the morning star from
the horizon of eternal glory. He cast off the tattered garment
and donned the robe of sanctification. Though cut off from
the drop, he reached the boundless ocean. He soared from
the world of dust and clay to enter the illumined Kingdom and
perfumed realm. For him, joy and gladness, delight and success
are assured and established. But what regret and sorrow for
the tyranny and transgression of the hostile people, that such
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an embodied spirit and manifest light, such a pure soul, was
martyred and destroyed by that reckless people. Woe unto
them and destruction upon them! Alas for them for what their
hands have wrought! God will take vengeance upon them with
His mighty grasp and they shall find themselves in evident loss.

Show utmost kindness on my behalf to the dear son Aqa Abbas,
and likewise tell the other friends of God not to be sorrowful or
despairing over the martyrdom of that leader of the denizens
of the Kingdom. Rather, they should increase their attraction
and burning with the fire of the love of God, so that all peo-
ple may witness that the shedding of pure blood is the cause
of the exaltation of God’s Cause and the manifestation of the
greatness of His holy Manifestations from the realms of mys-
tery. A prayer of visitation is being written for that pure soul
martyred in God’s path. Some of the friends should journey
with perfect wisdom to that fragrant tomb and, on behalf of
Abdul-Baha, visit it with complete humility. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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O dear friend! Your letter was received and its contents noted.

These contents of the letter are all the teachings of Baha’u’llah,
which He proclaimed fifty years ago when not a whiff of these
teachings had reached anyone’s nostrils. Baha’u’llah is the
originator of these teachings and the founder of this firm foun-
dation. But Baha’u’llah’s teachings were spread through the
power of the Holy Spirit. Now these teachings are spread in
your treatise, but the teachings of Baha’u’llah were spread
through the power of the Holy Spirit, not merely through ut-
terance.

Every law requires an executive force - until an executive
force is achieved, any teaching remains merely thoughts, and
thoughts are like ocean waves that come and go without
permanence or foundation. Baha'u’llah established these
teachings like an engraving on stone, firm and steadfast in
hearts. He manifested such power that listeners arose with
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complete sacrifice - twenty thousand people gave their lives in
this path and drank the cup of supreme martyrdom.

Therefore if your intention is to render service to the human
world, you must enter under the shade of Baha'u’llah and
name your church a Baha’i church so that the holy power of
Baha’u’llah may confirm you and this tree may take root in
the soil of hearts and bear fruit. Otherwise it will become just
one thought among thoughts that like an ocean wave comes
from one direction and goes in another.

Since I have utmost love for you, I therefore state the truth.

My hope is that you will become enamored with this truth
and strive with all your might to promote the teachings of
Baha’u’llah in the name of Baha'u’llah so that it may yield
praiseworthy results and effects that remain forever. Consider
how many souls derived meanings from the Gospel and engaged
in promotion according to their own thoughts - a short time
passed and they were completely forgotten. God willing, you
will make an effort that will produce results.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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O pilgrim of the Friend’s lane! Your letter was received and
its contents became known. Praise be to the Ancient Beauty
that you arrived safe and protected to your familiar homeland
and were honored to meet the friends of the All-Merciful.

The gathering of divine friends and assembly of the companions
of the All-Merciful is the envy of the Garden of Ridvan and
the adornment of the eternal Paradise, for in that gathering
the candle of remembrance of the Ancient Beauty is lit and
the garden of mysteries of the Greatest Name blooms fresh
and verdant. Therefore the people of Paradise yearn for it and
the dwellers of the Kingdom of intimacy long for it.

When this servant imagines that gathering, I find a new spirit
and obtain great joy, and from afar I say: O gathering of
friends! When you engage in remembrance of the All-Merciful
in holy gatherings and intimate assemblies, remember this
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yearning one, and when you stroll in the meadow and garden
of God’s remembrance, mention this wingless bird and pray:
“O God! Invite this prisoner in the chains of longing to the
pavilion of the Abha Kingdom, and grant this broken-winged
bird flight to the gardens of the highest horizon. Confirm this
solitary one with unseen hosts, aid this helpless and support-
less one with the angels of the unseen realm, and strengthen
this weak and frail body with complete power. O God! Your
enemies from among the people of the Qur’an and Bayan and
other groups from every direction are attacking, and this bro-
ken bone is resisting and defending, unless the successive con-
firmations of Your Abha Kingdom arrive and the consecutive
aid of Your most exalted Realm assists, so that this weak one
may resist mighty attacks.”

God willing, a letter will be sent for Mirza Shukuhi, and this
time it is being sent for several people you had requested in
Nayriz. And upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and Testament be the Glory. Convey to all
the friends on behalf of this servant the Most Glorious Abha
greeting.
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To: Durukhsh Baghistani, Muhammad et al.

Praise be to Him Who caused the Dove to speak in praise of
the Sun of Glory, and illumined the highest heaven with one
of His Most Beautiful Names, and showered upon the sancti-
fied realities an outpouring from the Supreme Example and
the Most Exalted Reality, whereupon they were revived and
expanded and were attracted and rejoiced and were joined and
gathered and made ready and became worthy of the manifesta-
tion of lights from the Luminary of Mysteries. Thus did God
raise them from the graves of stillness and obscurity, and they
were gathered beneath the unfurled standard and found rest
in the extended shade, and they became evanescent, devout,
and submissive to the Promised Beauty, “they speak not be-
fore He speaks and they act according to His commandment.”
And glory and immortality and sovereignty and transcendence
belong to the Center of Guidance, the Lamp of the Supreme
Concourse, the Primal Point, the Garden of Paradise, the Fur-
ther Mosque, the Furthermost Tree, and upon those who walk
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His path and enter through His gate and ascend His ladder
and are illumined by the light of His countenance, forever and
ever throughout all ages.

O faithful friends and loyal companions! The honorable best
of visitors, Aga Siyyid Ghulam-Husayn, stayed for some time
at this pulsating center and visited the sanctified Threshold.
When he was commanded to return, he kept the happiness of
the friends in mind and sought forgiveness and pardon from the
Threshold of the World-Creating Sun, that grace and bounty
might encompass all. He requested that ‘Abdu’l-Baha write
this letter, and I became so overjoyed at the thought of those
friends that willpower left my hand and, turning toward the
Most Glorious Kingdom, I began these words so that each one
in this meadow might become like opened flowers and blos-
soms in the utmost freshness and grace, and might spread the
fragrance of the love of God throughout the world until the
horizons become musk-scented. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB01910

To: Aqa Kishih (Badkubih), in Baku

- O faithful servant of God! The terrible and shocking news of
the new calamity has saddened hearts and grieved souls. Truly
this calamity is severe, but there is consummate wisdom mani-
fest and evident in it. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved, be not
downhearted, do not sit in anguish. Perfect wisdom is embed-
ded and contained in this matter. Soon you will understand
and become aware. “If you were to discover the unseen, you
would choose what has occurred” - let this be on your tongue.

By your precious life, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is more distressed by this
event than you are, but since He is assured of divine wisdom,
therefore He finds solace. How many matters appear outwardly
disagreeable, yet contain hidden causes and perfect wisdom
which, were one to discover them, would bring complete com-
fort. This matter is among these - later it will become clear
and evident to you. Therefore lamentation and anxiety are not
permissible; rather, submission and contentment are necessary.
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This servant has experienced such calamities, yet no sadness
or grief resulted because He was confident that perfect wisdom
required it. You too should be in the same state as ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Therefore comfort your heart and submit to the decree
of the Generous Lord. Although he was young and in the prime
of life, if he himself were to become aware of its mysteries, he
would surely have chosen this very thing. Indeed this matter’s
wisdom has proved beyond the comprehension of the possessors
of thoughts, save those who perceive with an insight that strays
not from the mysteries. And upon you be greetings and praise.

Regarding the respected wife of Aqa Siyyid ‘Allam, show her
the utmost consideration and respect, protect her rights, and
treat her beyond what she deserves so that poor woman may
find solace in this great calamity and spend her days in prosper-
ity, comfort and ease. And upon you be greetings and praise.

Loy 5 ghed &y & Fla g3 5 o M 053
o=l
Og.b.wé\jcﬂw@;?.:)fjawg\
W‘Jamyuébdﬁ“’m
’J}Id‘éha.&\é\an;vx’{;}:d\dv
S L B e e 5
sy Olpry dimp 42 @S 0y s s
J.dL"J\ s 51 ds Sl Olsis s
ol syl bu«,.a;n.w;j,\ﬂ\
SN ) g.x, Sy g £ A i
&lc,)\ﬂy\f@mw)aww
T, ol

el ol s BT st a2 oy 5
bl G52 5 asls g2 Ly el 5 ey
sl b dalen Blimaa) 31 iy 5 2 dlisle
*\ilijbt’&*‘;dz{ 4, o s e)ls O
g .\:\);i ui{L:U Sy Sy 4 JQU
Al aedl Ko

MAS9.028

AB01911

To: Surush, in Bushihr

O thou who art near to the Supreme Threshold!

The letter which thou didst write to Jinab-i-Manshadi was
noted. Thou hadst asked what are the duties of the friends of
God, what they must do, for none know their duties.
that duties are of two kinds: spiritual and physical. The spir-
itual duties are set forth in the treatise “The Seven Valleys”
revealed by the Supreme Pen - they must conduct themselves
and progress according to these, so that they may attain the
degree of perfection and human reality may be adorned with
divine effulgences. The physical duties, along with some spir-
itual matters, are revealed in the Kitab-i-Aqdas - these can
be understood with utmost ease. Likewise the divine teach-
ings, counsels and admonitions revealed in numerous tablets
such as Ishraqat, Tajalliyat, Tarazat, Bisharat, Kalimat and
others. This is better and more pleasant than someone writing

Know
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a treatise. To whoever asks about duties, show the treatise on
spiritual wayfaring and likewise the laws of the Kitab-i-Aqdas
which are brief, not lengthy - anyone can memorize them. If
someone does not know Arabic, they can learn from someone
who knows Arabic.

O Jinab-i-Surush! Souls must be given glad tidings, taught,
led to spiritual conduct and educated. Currently most of the
friends are in the first stage, meaning they have traversed the
Valley of Search and found their Beloved. But after the station
of search they must reach the station of love, attain the degrees
of unity, drink from the cup of knowledge, become immersed
in the sea of wonderment, achieve utter evanescence and bow
their heads in submission and contentment. In any case, it
is necessary for believing and assured souls to acquire human
perfections and progress through the stages of spiritual virtues.
The purpose of the appearance of the Promised Beauty was
that human souls be educated and become manifestations of
divine perfections. I hope the friends will be successful in this.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB01902

To: Hafizus-Sihhih, Abdur-Rahim et al., in Hamadan

O faithful servants of the Blessed Beauty! Give thanks to God
that each of you is a partner and associate of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
in service and servitude at the Sacred Threshold. The assis-
tance you rendered to the Ta’yid School was assistance to the
Supreme Concourse and service to the people of the Most Glo-
rious Kingdom. “Let those who work, work for this, and let
those who compete, compete for this.”

When I read your blessed names, each name was a letter that
explained and described an important service. Therefore I sup-
plicated and implored at the Threshold of the Almighty: “O
Lord! Help these souls, grant them nobility, free them from
every bond, protect them, comfort them, and fulfill all their
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hopes and desires. You are the Bestower, the Giver, the Kind
One’”
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AB01925

To: Tabib Irvani, Mirza Aqa Jan son of Harun Hamadani

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The life-giving spiritual
breeze that wafted from the gardens of the heart of that beloved
of the All-Merciful reached this blessed spot and perfumed the
nostrils of the spiritually-minded. From its sweet contents, the
taste of the yearning ones was made sweet, for it was clear
evidence and a brilliant proof of firmness and steadfastness in
God’s Covenant and of steadfastness in the Cause that bestows
infinite bounties.

You wrote about the great gathering that was held in the glori-
ous Ridvan. Although these gatherings and meetings are pat-
terns of the gatherings of the Concourse on High - what is
below reflects what is above - yet since the eyes of the enemies
are narrow and every hateful one is distressed with hatred and
envy toward the loved ones, therefore one must be tactful and
meetings should not exceed nineteen people. Surely in a place
like Hamadan, when the enemies of truth observe that the ce-
lestial gatherings consist of four hundred people, there is no
doubt that they will become agitated and will not tolerate it
and will rise up to create mischief. However, this opposition
and oppression is the greatest means for exalting the Cause of
the Ancient Beauty, for tribulation is like oil for the lamp of
God’s Cause - the more fuel there is, the brighter [its lights]
will shine. This is the glory of the people of Baha, that they
become immersed in the sea of tribulation so that the stead-
fast may become distinguished from the wavering, and the firm
from the vacillating. How excellent is what the poet said:

How good it would be if the touchstone of trial were to come
forth

So that the countenance might be blackened of him in whom
there is alloy
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Convey the Most Glorious, Most Exalted greetings to Jinab-i-
Mirza Ishaq, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and
likewise to the handmaid of God, the firm and steadfast one,
his wife. Convey the Most Glorious, Most Exalted greetings to
Jinab-i-Farrukh Attar and tell him to observe today the events
of Gog and Magog. And upon thee be Glory.
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AB01909

To: Akhavan Safa, Aqa Muhammad Mihdi et al., in Kirmanshahan

O faithful servant of God, truly you have witnessed the power
of the confirmations of the Most Great Name and observed
the influence of the breathings of the Holy Spirit. Regarding
the Spiritual Assembly of the Land of Ya, you had written
that whatever the distinguished branch of the Blessed Tree, Mr.
Siyyid Mehdi, upon him be the Glory of God, deems advisable
should be carried out. Convey to all the divine friends the
most wondrous and glorious greetings from Abdul-Baha with
utmost longing.

The Spiritual Assembly is in truth solely an assembly for the
promotion of teaching. This is its greatest task and duty,
though it also carries out minor matters such as schools for
poor and weak children. However, the House of Justice is
sovereign and legislates on matters not found in the divine
texts. This House of Justice will be elected by universal suf-
frage according to the system used for national parliamentary
elections, after the Cause of God is exalted and proclaimed.

Huquq applies to all possessions, but if someone has paid
Huquq on a property and its income is only sufficient for their
needs, no further Huquq is required. On farming equipment
and even draft animals, to the extent needed, no Huquq is
applied.

As for your duty, it is to travel through the regions and pro-
mote the Cause of God through the Word of God. It would be
better if you could reach Mazandaran soon. When you arrive
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in Mazandaran, write about the conditions of the attracted
maidservant of God, the widow of the glorious martyr, upon
her be the Most Glorious Glory of God, as no news has been
received for some time. Also write about the conditions of the
friends in Barfurush, Sari, Shahmirzad and Sangsar, especially
the relatives and children of him who attained the Abha King-
dom, Mr. Siyyid Muhammad-Rida, upon him be the Glory of
God.
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AB01982

To: Ustad Rida (Khurasan) et al., in Mashhad

O beloved friends, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, through divine confirmations
and heavenly assistance, has journeyed from the Most Great
Prison - despite the opposition of the hateful ones - to the
region of the Moon of Canaan in the utmost joy and delight.
Through the favors of the Most Merciful Lord, it is hoped that
he will be assisted in servitude at His Threshold. In brief, he
bid farewell to the prison and hastened to the court of servi-
tude, and at every moment, turning toward the Holy Threshold
of the Abha Beauty, he begs for divine confirmation, heavenly
favors and celestial power for his spiritual friends and true com-
panions. Surely these supplications, entreaties, devotions and
earnest prayers at the Threshold of the Lord of success and
prosperity will be accepted and answered.

O beloved friends! This yearning heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
aflame with the fire of love for the friends. I awaken no morn-
ing without remembering the friends, and seek no evening’s
rest except in mentioning the loved ones. In this moment, I
am companioned by humility and supplication, my heart and
soul are attracted to the Beloved of the horizons, and with
eyes fixed upon the Abha Kingdom, I beseech spiritual life for
those Daysprings of Greatest Guidance and seek boundless aid
and favor. I pray to God that He may make all the friends of
Khurasan like brilliant stars and manifest tokens of the favors
of the Self-Subsisting Lord. Be confident in the results of this
prayer.
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With Jinab-i-Karbila’i Rida, though more than thirty years
of separation have passed, still the vision and words of that
true friend remain in memory. Praise be to God, he was en-
gaged in service and familiar with the fragrances of the love of
God. Upon you and upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious.

It was intended to write a special letter to each one, but I
swear by the precious life of the friends that I absolutely have
no time.
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To: Qazvini (Samandar), Shaykh Kazim et al.

O two blessed souls! In these days such events have occurred
that have completely confined ‘Abdu’l-Baha to bed, with ner-
vous fever intensifying and insomnia arising from excessive
worry. Various problems arose in Tehran that left ‘Abdu’l-
Baha perplexed in solving them, and today it has just become
known that extreme discord exists even among the members
of the Spiritual Assembly. This will completely destroy the
foundation of the Cause and strengthen the party of Yahya.
Therefore, proceed to Tehran with utmost speed and by what-
ever means reconcile the members of the Spiritual Assembly,
otherwise the Cause of God will be entirely obliterated. All the
hardships, tribulations, afflictions and imprisonment of the An-
cient Beauty have been forgotten. Instead of arising day and
night in sacrifice, we have fallen into other desires. Teaching
has been completely forgotten; what has increased are fruitless
discussions and debates.

In any case, this servant writes this letter in a feverish state,
and now after three years of travel through mountain, desert
and sea, hoping for a good end to life, is returning to the Most
Great Prison that perhaps what is the ultimate desire of heart
and soul may be achieved. The Ancient Beauty ascended while
imprisoned - how faithless and cruel must one be to be content
to depart to the other world while free.
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In any case, quickly address this as the situation has become
very difficult and harmful consequences will soon result. The
friends in Tehran are completely unaware. The enemies lie in
wait and are striving through all means to extinguish the divine
lamp. The Yahyais have recently sent Taqgizadeh with several
others to America to create a breach in the Cause of God there,
while the friends are occupied with dispute and conflict with
each other. The result of this is obvious. And upon you both
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Sarvistan

O my spiritual friends! The Sun of Truth hath shed the rays of
love upon the horizon of all human hearts. The clouds of His
bestowals have rained fellowship and concord upon them. The
breezes of His loving kindness have blown from the direction
of His gracious favour and the waves of spiritual affection have
surged in the ocean of the All Merciful. All this hath taken
place that the friends of God might like drops of rain gather
together, that they may become a mighty flood of His true and
unending grace and refresh and make verdant all the fields and
meadows of the world.

The purpose of the appearance of the Holy Manifestations has
always been harmony, fellowship, and love in the world of hu-
manity. Let the loved ones of God so sacrifice themselves there-
fore that the humankind may be intoxicated with the wine of
each other’s love. The more they strive for harmony the more
they will make progress; the more they exert efforts for unity
the more they will witness the signs of His divine assistance
and providence.

Christ addressed the disciples saying: “Ye are the salt of the
earth but if the salt hath lost its savour wherefore should it be
salted?” Now if the friends of God do not kindle the candle of
love and harmony, of unity and reconciliation in their meetings
how can they enlighten the world with divine radiance how can
they be the cause of concord in the hearts of the people?
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O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I adjure you by the sweetness of the
Countenance of the Abha Beauty to become as united as the
stars of the Pleiades. Uproot all source of dissension among you
and raise up the foundations of true harmony; cling steadfastly
to the hem of the love of God and cleanse your hearts from
any sense of alienation and confrontation that the beams of
divine bestowal may be shed upon you and ye may become the
recipients of the lights of the Sun of Truth.

Let each one of you become the servant of the other; let each
sacrifice for the good of other. Do not withhold your lives or
your possessions from each other. Then will the clarion call
of boundless magnanimity reach you from the Abha Kingdom
and the charter of true joy and radiance be issued in your
names on behalf of the Concourse on high.
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AB02001

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz

O Andalib! Since you are privy to this servant’s secrets, I shall
therefore share with you a mystery, which is that this servant’s
ultimate hope and desire is to prove his servitude at the Sacred
Threshold throughout all worlds, and never to exchange this
pure servitude for any rank or station. Whatever is mentioned
of this servant’s servitude brings joy to heart and soul and is
the cause of spiritual delight. The pavilion of God’s Cause
is raised upon the pillar of servitude, and the Divine Tree is
served through pure servitude and complete effacement. This
servant’s freedom lies in this bondage, and his sacred glory in
servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

Therefore we must all arise with utmost strength to serve and
show servitude to the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for His loved ones), so that we may illumine the horizons
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with the lights of servitude and bestow life upon the world of
existence through the spirit of poverty, evanescence, helpless-
ness and supplication, and through the melody of the wondrous
songs of servitude cause the foundations of the world to quake.

Your pen must be the interpreter of this servant’s pen, and
whatever flows from this pen must stream from that pen - that
is, in mentioning this servant’s servitude, your pen will, God
willing, become a mighty sign. This is what He says: “Until you
are annihilated from the description of existence, O wayfarer,
how can you taste the wine of immortality from the sweet ruby
lips of the Beloved?”

Therefore, [the poem] that you have recently composed for
Ishqabad - transform this into a poem mentioning this servant’s
bondage and servitude, that is, from beginning to end let it be
mention of this servant’s servitude at the Sacred Threshold. By
this my spirit rejoices, my breast expands, my soul is refreshed
- this is my Lote Tree of the Uttermost Boundary, my Farthest
Mosque, my Paradise of Shelter, this is my religion and faith,
my path and my reality, my life and my salvation since the
tenderness of my youth.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O exalted branch!

At this moment, such a fire of grief has been kindled in the
heart of this wronged prisoner due to sorrow over the oppres-
sion of the martyrs that it has left no opportunity for writing
or speaking. Nevertheless, this servant has undertaken to write
this letter since the purpose was to arrange for funds to be sent
for the repair of the Holy House. Otherwise, the impact and
regret is not to a degree that permits pen to move or tongue
to speak. And this is due to the tribulations and afflictions be-
fallen upon the honored martyrs, may my spirit be sacrificed
for them.

Otherwise, what bounty could be greater than this and what
favor more complete than that one’s life be sacrificed in the
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path of the Beloved and one’s body roll in dust and blood
for love of that Rose-clad One? Soon all will abandon the
concerns of this dark world and turn to the Divine Threshold
without provisions, gifts or offerings. Now each has turned
to the Divine Threshold with an offering of the mystery of
sacrifice and a gift of supreme martyrdom. How great is the
difference!

The Exalted One (the Bab), may my spirit be sacrificed for
Him, states in the Best of Stories: “O Our Most Great Lord! I
have sacrificed my all for Thee and have wished for naught but
martyrdom in Thy path.” In any case, for the martyrs there
is no greater bounty than sacrificing their spirits in the path

of that peerless Beloved. My Lord! Grant me success in this.

Verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

As for the Cause of God and the exaltation of the Word of
God, the Blessed Tree has received complete watering and will
soon grow and develop to such an extent that its reach and
height will astonish minds. The events that have occurred are
a mighty proof.

i In brief, fifty French liras, that is one thousand francs, were

sent. More than this was not possible at this time. Perhaps
Jinab-i-Amin will also be able to send some from Tehran.
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To: Mirza Kamal (Sayyah), in Tarsus

O you who are the remembrance of that noble soul!

What was inscribed by the pen was noted. It was the joyful
news of the health and well-being of the divine friends, which
brought the utmost gladness and joy. We beseech and hope
for the grace of the Ancient Beauty that at all times you may
remain firm in servitude at the threshold of the Ancient Beauty
under the shadow of the Tree of the Covenant, and be protected
and preserved from all incidents.

Today the greatest of all matters is steadfastness in the Cause
of God, for the winds of calumnies have surrounded the candle
of the spiritual gathering, and all nations have risen with all
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their might to resist the Cause of God. The divine friends
must arise with perfect steadfastness so they can withstand
and resist all nations.

Especially the familiar friends have arisen a hundred times
more than strangers to extinguish the lamp, and each day they
shoot a new arrow at ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s breast, inflict a fresh cru-
elty and calumny, and raise cries of lamentation. When the
brothers of Joseph cast him into the well and sold him for a
paltry price of a few dirhams, they came to their father in the
evening weeping and wailing. This is why He says “and they
came to their father in the evening weeping.” In any case, you
do not know what fire ‘Abdu’l-Baha has fallen into at their
hands. They show no mercy at all, and stranger still, they
raise cries and lamentations.

In any case, this servant, trusting in God, is occupied in service
at the Holy Threshold and has made his breast the target of
all these arrows, and beseeches God for ascension to the other
world.

i Convey the Most Glorious and Most Splendid greetings to his

honor, your brother Aqa Mirza Jamal, and likewise to Haji Ali
Mandilawi, and apologize for not writing separate letters, for I
swear by the precious life of the friends that I have absolutely
no time to breathe.

And upon you all be the Glory.
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AB12190

To: Abdu’llah Sahihfurush, in Tihran

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances wafting
from the gardens of knowledge! The stages of spiritual recogni-
tion, certitude, faith and assurance require proofs and evidence,
signs and testimonies. The inward without the outward is de-
ficient, and belief without deeds is void. Those souls who are
intoxicated from the cup of the love of God and are in fervent
agitation from attraction to His Beauty must be like the trees
in the gardens of the Lord - full of leaves and fruits, and like the
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flowers in the divine rose-gardens - fresh and fragrant. Other-
wise, a fruitless tree is but firewood, and a flower without color
or fragrance is but thorns and thistles.

The intention is this: In those days when His Holiness ‘Ali-
Qabl-i-Akbar was bound in chains and imprisoned in the prison
of tribulation, all that your honor undertook regarding the
consolation of his family and relatives was heard, beloved and
praiseworthy, and was highly acceptable at the Divine Thresh-
old. This was evidence of firmness and steadfastness in faith,
covenant and testament, and was among the proofs of sincerity,
certitude and assurance.

O Lord of Mercy! Look upon this sincere servant with the
glance of Thy providence, and regard this assured and stead-
fast one with Thy merciful gaze. Make this lamp day by day
more luminous, and this tree of love moment by moment more
fruitful. Quench this thirsty one with the Salsabil of bounty,
and enrich this needy one with the wealth of Thy favor. Thou
art his refuge and shelter, and Thou art his helper and his
King. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful.

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the pure, assured leaf,
the handmaid of God, your honored wife, and likewise to the
handmaid of God, your mother, and all other relatives on be-
half of this servant. And convey to each and every one of the
friends of truth the utmost longing of this yearning one.
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AB12186

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! That which thou hadst
written to the Afnan was noted. Concerning that person, thou
hadst written that according to the account of his Honour the
idle Hasan Aga, he hath begun to think of repentance. As
thou hast said, let him declare his repentance. Assuredly, if
he doeth so, it is evident that the doors of repentance and
forgiveness are open. Verily God forgiveth all sins.

We harbor no ill-feeling toward anyone, nor do We seek to
contend or dispute with any soul. We are kind-hearted toward
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all beings, even toward strangers. We abhor hatred and malice,
and keep far from the love of vengeance. At most, We leave

heedless souls to themselves and have nothing to do with them.

And if something can be done that causeth no harm, We do
not fall short in doing it for them.

The people of truth do not oppose or resist anyone. They give
counsel; if it is not accepted, they leave that person to himself
and pray for him. And when they observe that association
and fellowship with him cause the fire of the love of God to be
extinguished, they withdraw from him, and that is all. And
if that heedless one should, for a hundred years, inflict harm
and cruelty by every means, and finally become remorseful
and repentant, it would be to the people of truth as though
he had never committed any wrong. Such is the way of the
faithful, and such is the path of those firm in God’s Covenant
and Testament.

And upon thee be greetings and praise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The true state of this person in question is that
he is not really thinking of repentance and turning unto
God. Rather, his purpose is to completely unsettle Hasan
Aqa. These are all pretexts. A soul that is firm and steadfast
would, from the foul odors emanating from the mouths of
the Covenant-breakers while conversing with them, feel such

revulsion as to seek the remotest East. These are all pretexts.

However, We judge by what appears outwardly, and God
taketh charge of what is hidden.
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AB02009

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran

O thou who hast laid hold on the Most Firm Handle! What you
had written was noted and its sweet contents brought sweetness
to the taste of the yearning ones. Glory be to God! When the
fragrances from the gardens of hearts are diffused, the spirit
becomes glad, and when the breeze from the source of the
love of God blows, the nostrils of the people of unity become
perfumed. When the winds of rapture and attraction begin to
blow, the seas of hearts are stirred into motion. Praise be to
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God that you are immersed in the sea of grace, alive with the
water of life, and fresh and verdant through the bounty of the
cloud of divine gifts.

Today, dedicate all your energy to spreading the divine fra-
grances and exert mighty efforts in diffusing the holy perfumes.
Today is the day of laying foundations and the time of purifica-
tion. Take firm steps and make a great endeavor so that each
of the divine loved ones may have such energy as to rout a
mighty host from the army of heedlessness and ignorance, and
to stir hearts with holy fragrances.

From the land of Kha, the breezes of teaching have somewhat
diminished. You must certainly encourage and urge them on,
for in the divine tablets there have been many glad tidings
of its spread in that region and land. Beseech God that you
may become a mighty founder in this important and clearly-
established cause - that is, its universal spread - for in truth
the land of Kha was stirred by the fragrances from the garden
of the heart of that one who ascended to God. Therefore,
you must continuously water that pure seed, for they were the
sower while you are the waterer and irrigator.

God willing, your special efforts at court have produced univer-
sal results, and the government has no opposition whatsoever,
while His Majesty the Shah is supremely just and forbearing.
Indeed, all the friends must pray wholeheartedly for a govern-
ment that has risen to provide such protection. And the Glory
be upon you.
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AB01960

To: Hurmuzdyar Haq Pazhuh, in Tihran

O Divine Manifestation of Bounty! Your letter was received.
Its contents were in the utmost freshness, delicacy and sweet-
ness. It brought spirit and fragrance and became the cause of
joy to the hearts of the friends, for praise be to God that from
among the Parsees, such pure souls from among the longtime
friends have arisen who are like bright candles and like flowers
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in the garden and meadow. They have become detached from
idols and idolatry and have become intimate companions of
the nightingale of inner meanings in the divine garden. They
have turned to the Abha Kingdom and, inhaling the holy fra-
grances from the Supreme Concourse, they have arisen to serve
the Lord of Hosts. Day and night they have raised the banner
of the love of God in the horizons of existence, have detached
themselves from the world and all who are in it, and have set
their hearts upon the divine realm. Praise be to that divine
power that has educated such souls who are the recipients of
divine bounty and who, like pearls of the love of God, have
been nurtured in the shell of heavenly gift. I hope that day
by day they will increase in the radiance of their delicacy and
brilliance.

Regarding Partow-i-Yazdan and the shining star Zoroaster,
you asked why their names are not mentioned in the Book
of Certitude and what wisdom lies therein. O servant of God!
Many prophets are not mentioned in the Book of Certitude
- it is not limited to Zoroaster. For this blessed book was re-
vealed in answer to questions posed by the Afnan of the Divine
Lote-Tree. The answer corresponds to the question and to the
requirements of the time and place. However, in the blessed
Tablets and holy Scriptures, mention of that embodied spirit
and star of guidance has often been revealed with utmost praise
and tribute. All divine Tablets have the status of one book, like
the Qur’an - although it has multiple chapters, it is one book.
Say: All are from God. All are the Preserved Tablet and the
Unfurled Scroll. Therefore, mention of any holy soul in any
one of them suffices. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O thou prisoner fettered in pitiless and somber chains! O For-
giving Lord! What a golden collar is this which adorneth the
necks of Thy perpetual servants! What a gem-studded halter
is this which putteth to shame a necklace of precious pearls
and the splendid feathers of the proud peacock! I swear by the
Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be a ransom for the captives
of His love), that is a palace, not a prison; that is freedom, not
captivity; that is the apogee of the moon, not the bottom of a
well; those are Joseph’s fetters, not the chains of bleak despair.

> Happy art thou for thou hast attained to this gift and been
singled out for this favor! Blessed is that countenance which
hath wasted away in prison, like unto a melting candle, for the
sake of the Beloved! Hallowed be that neck which hath yielded
itself to the clasp of collar and noose! In short, thou hast
drained this bountiful cup, adorned thyself with this priceless
robe of honor, and tasted this sweet honey-like venom.

Wherefore, lift up thy hands in thanksgiving for this bounti-
ful favor and display an adamantine power. Make the souls
firm in the covenant and steadfast in their faith. Exhilarate
and delight the hearts with the sanctified breezes of the divine
Covenant and Testament. This covenant is sheltered under the
Tree of Life, and this agreement was established on the Day of
Alast (“Am I not your Lord?”).

In fine, forget ye not the justice and magnanimity which, from
the Centre of sovereignty and from the attendants of the royal
court, have been shown unto you. Ever offer prayers of good-
will, and beseech from the Threshold of the Divine Unity vic-
tory and assistance for His Majesty the Shah. In very truth,
during these latter years he hath exercised the utmost jus-
ticed€ nay, even favor and solicitude. Pray ye, therefore, and
at the court of God offer supplication and entreaty, that day
by day the equity of his sovereignty and the majesty of his
kingship may increase. By the Most Great Name! The confir-
mations of the Kingdom shall descend, and the aid and favor
of the Sovereign of the Realm of Might shall be vouchsafed in
succession.

5 And upon thee be Baha, and upon every servant who obeyeth
his Lord.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

) wo ’éwﬁf; 225 5 S gl
§ el iy Gk ar o 65T By
Jl ae o 5 s OB 055 )
el o i et § ol S
o8 dlet d (e Ll i)
85y Oyl O & Tl e o)WY sy
Gy ol ol OIS a6 5y I3l 01
i S &0y Gy 2 oly b
L

238 b Cge b § 52 g
f@)@s&\swu&&wuub
Sy 3l cw O Ol o 53 01 53
W &5 5k 0 8§ 3o Sle 6
IS s ol 5 sty s ple o) 0l
Shdar A O Ly 2) U s sy

Q}} L’l.<u &+ ol U“ ‘4..\;.0) o
b Aok olg L s e Gl
}J@Pd'\’ui”"i\))J""‘};)‘jm‘}
22 e U Sl e Gl Bl
53 0lg 0 s Sl 02 435 Lgl S0 2

ol 25 b Sl g

s okl 5550 8 Gy e b
o 0di W& 3 3 3K e 5l s Ol
3 S e cles atye .\.J.aju uﬂy\;
C,.@%uj\a.a),abyﬂau.\,\ OK)J)\
ol o aiidls KElep Ol u,na’zk‘
L;JS-\) UL&&LJ\.\C V"{f‘ Oj\’\
Sy 5k lus o,y A4S ks Nogep
S5 LGJL)W e 39 39 § )
s rls;\ “w (\Me ;;f shar Bkl
Ok culie 5 Oy doy 080 Ol
.\:f Il Gl o

cy}et&\&g&}&ks—[ﬁ”}

BRL_DAK#0141, NANU__AB#59x,

YTIA.226

134


http://www.bahai.org/r/812598284
https://www.bahai.org/r/878976552
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/01/yia.pdf#page=222

Vol. 183: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IV)

AB01934

AB01934

To: Nayyir et al., in Tihran

O two faithful, self-sacrificing servants of the Most Glorious
Beauty! Your letter arrived and its reading brought joy, for
praise be to God, the teaching meetings are the envy of Par-
adise and the gatherings of the friends are coveted by garden
and grove, inspiring guidance in every assembly. Well done
to your strength and might! Today the hosts of divine con-
firmation soar in the highest heaven and descend successively
upon teaching gatherings. From the breaths of the supreme
guidance spreading from the exalted gatherings, the nostrils of
the Concourse on High are perfumed, and from the anthem of
Ya Baha’u’l-Abha rising from East and West, the ears of the
people of the Most Glorious Kingdom are delighted.

2 O friends! The evil divines and the heedless are occupied with
themselves, day by day entangling themselves in difficulties.
Sometimes they oppose the government, sometimes they be-
gin arranging the means of worldly glory. They have neither
sound thought nor right opinion, neither unity and agreement
nor fellowship and friendship. “They have split up their affair
among themselves into fragments: each party rejoices in that
which is with itself” “Leave them to plunge in vain discourse
and play about.”

3 The greatest means of progress in this world is the connection
between government and people, and the unity of the follower
and the followed. They are heedless of this and ignorant in
every matter. Praise be to God, the divine friends are free
from these thoughts and have peace of mind. They have no
quarrel with anyone and no dispute with any soul. They are
in utmost peace and purity, friendship and faithfulness with
all. They are the unique friends of both stranger and kin, and
the faithful companions of friend and stranger. They have
peace and harmony with all, and truthfulness, friendship and
humanitarian service with everyone. Therefore, in this interval
they should engage with perfect freedom in spreading guidance
and leading souls to the supreme gift, the great unity, and the
fellowship of the Concourse on High.

And upon you be greetings and praise, O people of Baha!
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To: Baha’is of Yazd

O spiritual friends and loved ones of the All-Merciful! In ev-
ery age believers are many but the tested are few. Render
ye praise unto God, ye that are tested believers, that ye have
been subjected to every kind of trial and ordeal in the path
of the supreme Lord. In the fire of ordeals, your faces have
flushed aglow like unto pure gold, and amidst the flames of
cruelty and oppression which the wicked had kindled, ye suf-
fered yourselves to be consumed while remaining all the time
patient. Thus ye have initiated every believer into the ways of
steadfastness and fortitude. You showed them the meaning of
forbearance, of constancy, and of sacrifice, and what leadeth
to dismay and distress. This indeed is a token of the gracious
providence of God and a sign of the infinite favours vouchsafed
by the Abha Beauty, Who hath singled out the friends of that
region to bear grievous sufferings in the path of His love. Out-
wardly they are fire, but inwardly light and an evidence of His
glory. Ye have been examples of the verses “Let them that are
men of action follow in their footsteps” and “For this let the
striving strive.”

In short, the day is approaching when the gay trappings of
this earthly life will have been rolled up and the sorry plight
and adversity of the people of iniquity will have waxed more
grievous than those experienced by the oppressed. The inmates
of palaces will have been subjected to the confinement of graves,
and such as occupy the seats of honour will have fallen upon
the dust of misery and abasement.

However, those who have offered up their lives as martyrs will
shine resplendent even as a candle, and the effulgent glory of
the friends of God will shed its radiance from the horizon of
eternity like unto a brilliant star. Behold how wondrous is
the bounty whereunto ye have attained. Ye have followed the
example set by Him Whom the world hath wronged. Like unto
the Day-Star of the world ye have outwardly suffered an eclipse
by reason of the injustice the people of malice have wrought.
However, far from an eclipse, this is naught but splendour; far
from concealment, this is naught but the defeat of the legions.
FErelong ye shall behold the shining light of the one true God
shedding its radiance upon the whole world, while the heedless
ones find themselves in the darkness of extinction.

In the estimation of the loved ones of God, abasement is exalta-
tion itself, and affliction leadeth to faithfulness. Earthly glory
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and comfort are but a mirage of illusion, while in the realm

of the spirit heavenly gifts are everlasting and imperishable.

The lights in the nether world may be bright, but they are put
out at the break of dawn, whereas the stars that shine in the
heaven of the love of God will sparkle continually throughout
ages and centuries. Such is everlasting glory, such is infinite
bounty, such is life eternal, and such is boundless grace.

5 And upon you rest salutation and praise.
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AB01959

To: Bibi Rawhani (Bushruyih), in Yazd

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
The eloquent poems that have emanated from thine imploring
soul were recited in the presence of this servant. Truly they
depicted an appeal of the utmost ardour, an intense spirit of
supplication. When this servant read them, I too involuntarily
turned my thoughts towards the threshold of that Beloved of
the world, with all humility, in utter poverty and lowliness,
pleading on thy behalf that the supplication of thy soul might
be answered, and beseeching Him saying: My Lord, grant Thou
the hearts desire of this, thy loved maidservant! Ordain Thou
for this wayfarer an answer to her yearning cries. Permit her
that which is her highest wish and aspiration and confirm her
in what will make her truly happy.

Dearly loved handmaiden of God! The days of our human lives
shall pass away, like a vapour in the desert. When thou dost
turn thine eyes upon the end of things thou shalt see nothing
remains of all of this but vain imaginings and dreams. How
marked the difference, then, when a person exchangeth this
illusory mirage for the cool life-giving waters of truth! Dost
thou prefer to engage in these transient whisperings to the end
of thy life or to replace these idle fancies by the life everlasting?
Either way thou choosest, both pass and both are like a seed
sowing. But in the harvest season both shall reap their own
rewards and it shall be evident that a life whose sole and only
end is death was a form of death from the beginning whereas a
life of affliction and suffering endured for the sake of the spirit
was in its very essence freedom of true life itself.
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If thou desirest to pray on behalf of anyone say thou this prayer:
O my God, in the gathering place of adversity, offer this soul
a cup overflowing with suffering and affliction! Give him to
drink from the very brim of the chalice of calamity. Ordain
that this neck is worthy of the chains and fetters of captivity
for thy sake and this throat is worthy of the sword. O God!
Let this soul cast his body to the ground and shed his pure
blood on the earth for the sake of Thy love. This is a true
prayer, a befitting supplication for those that are servants of
God.
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AB01962

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

The letter which you had written to Haji Siyyid Javad was
noted. Its spiritual meanings brought joy and fragrance to
every conscience, for it was evidence of sincere intention and
supreme resolve in exalting the Word of God. God willing,
day by day you will increase in steadfastness in the Covenant,
adorn gatherings of fellowship, find repose in the shade of the
tree of hope, and guide souls to the divine realm.

Regarding the blessed resting place of the martyrs, you had
written that that respected person had made a sincere intention
to repair the martyrs’ burial place so that it would remain
protected and preserved from the interference of strangers, and
for its maintenance and protection had designated a certain
amount from the proceeds of his own property to be spent
each year on that sacred soil. What purpose could be better
than this purpose, and what intention more sincere than this
intention? We beseech God to make that praiseworthy being
blessed in both worlds.

However, the land which Bahman ibn Jamshid Farsi has en-
closed with a wall - all of it is not needed at present. For now
only the plot containing the martyrs’ burial place is needed,
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not fifty qafiz of land. Tell Bahman ibn Jamshid that here-
after every span of the remaining land will fetch an exorbitant
price, and that is better for them than an extensive burial
ground. Nevertheless, if His Honor the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree considers it advisable to exchange this land with their
own burial ground, that too is permissible. Otherwise, carry
out whatever you and the friends of God consider agreeable
and suitable. The main purpose is that the martyrs’ resting
place be developed and flourish, and this will be a cause of
divine confirmations for the friends and loved ones.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB01971

To: Mirza Hidayatullah et al., in Zanjan

O divine friends! You have always been and are remembered
in the Holy Land at the Pure Threshold, and will always be
the objects of favor. That blessed region spread the Call of
God to all horizons, and thousands of souls sacrificed them-
selves with the utmost joy, freely giving up their spirits, souls,
possessions, wealth and homes in the path of the Lord. Now
the divine friends must water the fields of those who were slain
and nurture the saplings of those who sacrificed themselves.
Night and day they must strive to diffuse the divine fragrances
and establish foundations with perfect wisdom. Let each one
become a sign of guidance and a gift from the Abha Kingdom.
Let them light the lamp of guidance and make the niche of
divine bounty shine forth brilliantly.

O ye steadfast ones! O ye firm ones! This is the time of wakeful-
ness, the moment of consciousness, and the hour of restlessness.
The days of this world are passing, and eternal extinction is
ordained for heedless souls. While there is still time, seize the
opportunity - kindle a lamp, raise the banner of sanctification,
chant the verses of unity, and establish an everlasting foun-
dation so that the sweet fragrances of holiness may perfume
the gathering of fellowship and spiritual attractions may set
the world of being in motion. This is the counsel of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Strive with your souls, be lovers of humanity, become
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servants of peace and reconciliation, and guarantors of success
and prosperity. Be well-wishers of all humanity and serve the
whole human race. Become the instrument of the Most Great
Peace for all people and promote reconciliation between East
and West. As much as you can, bestow the spirit of life and
desire comfort and tranquility for the peace of the entire world.
And upon you be glory.
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To: May Maxwell, in Canada

O thou who art attracted to the fragrances of God!

Verily I read thy well-composed letter containing wondrous
meanings, and I thanked God and praised Him; for He hath
safeguarded thee under His preservation and protection, deliv-
ered thee from the depth of tests and trials, and caused thee to
be a proven, trustworthy and sincere leaf, devoted unto God.
Thou wert as pure gold and didst enter the fire of tests. Thank
thou God, for thou hast emerged sincere, sanctified, radiant
and luminous in countenance, pure in heart, attracted in soul,
as thou treadest the path of salvation.

Many a leaf hath been in a state of utmost attraction, but
when wedded, she slackened and the fire of her divine love sub-
sided. She occupied herself with the physical world, neglected
the divine realm, set her affections on this mortal life, and dis-
pensed with the Divine, eternal life. But as to thee, O thou
enraptured maidservant of God: thou wast delivered from test
and trials, and thy passion and devotion to the Kingdom of
God underwent no change or alteration. And this is through
the grace of thy Lord, the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.

O thou splendid and spiritual leaf! Gird up then thy loins,
strengthen thy resolve, and arise with a mighty heart to pro-
mote the Word of God, to diffuse the fragrances of God, and to
kindle the fire of the love of God in that remote region. Verily
thy Lord will sustain thee through the hosts of His kingdom,
the fragrances of His paradise, the breezes of His garden, the
powers of His realm of might, and the potency of His Covenant.

5 Truly, I say unto thee: Every maidservant who ariseth in this
day, inspired by the “Mystery of Sacrifice” in the path of God,
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will become one of the stars of guidance in the supreme Horizon.
All in heaven and earth will be illumined by her face. The
angels of the Concourse on high will celebrate her praise, and
she will be encompassed by the bounties of the Abha Kingdom.

Convey my greeting and praise to thy dear husband, to thy
noble brother, and to thy revered mother. I beg of God to
ordain for them a light and mercy and an appointed measure
of His wondrous grace.
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AB12187

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Iran

O Bashir-i-Ilahi! Numerous letters were received from you,
but your recent letter was a cause of joy to my illumined heart
and, like the gift of a Kashmir shawl, was most acceptable, for
it contained no lamentations but rather, like a tulip, had a
sweet fragrance. It brought glad tidings of the destruction of
the edifice of tyranny and darkness, and was evidence of the
comfort of soul and conscience of that kind friend. Likewise,
within it the copy of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s telegram and the flowing
verses of ‘Andalib-i-Khuda were all well received.

Praise be to God that in Paris there is a group who are inti-
mate companions, and each is a precious soul. Although the
material world holds sway and the nobles are captive to na-
ture and in complete rigidity and torpor, yet still the Word
of God penetrated and the fame of the Cause of God became
renowned in that city.

In public gatherings, some talks were given according to the
present condition of Paris. Despite the simplicity of speech,
the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom arrived and, through
the favors of the Blessed Beauty, had their effect. Every day
new souls are present and being taught, but there is no time
to present proofs - only one breath is exhaled and the meeting
with each person is at most five minutes. However, it is the
grace of the Abha Kingdom that transforms them, not the
weak utterances of this servant. Whatever exists is from Him,
and He is the Transformer of hearts.
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I hope that a seed will be sown which the heat of the Sun of
Reality and the outpouring of the rain of mercy will nurture,
and the fecundating winds of the Abha Paradise will cause its
saplings to wave.

Convey to all the divine friends the Most Glorious and Most
Wondrous greetings with utmost longing and kindness, and as I
have absolutely no time, apologize for separate letters. While I
am in the West, the friends must be patient and give me time
to teach according to my weakness. Verily my Lord guides
whom He willeth unto the straight path.

This letter was written for all the friends - read it to everyone.
And upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB01927

To: Binish Hagqju, in Palestine

O seeker of truth! You strived with heart and soul and ran on
foot until you cast yourself upon the Holy Land and reached
the Blessed Threshold and attained the honor of visiting the
purified shrine. This was the ultimate desire and praise be to
God it was fulfilled. Surely the soul’s desire is the path of the
Beloved and the goal of the yearning ones is the dwelling place
of the desire of all worlds. Praise be to God you attained it
and found the sweet fragrance of the true Joseph in the land
of Canaan and made your nostrils fragrant.

Now you must return to the divine realm and arise to spread
the divine fragrances and chant the clear verses. Rend your
garment in love of the Beloved and soar to the horizon of an-
cient glory and raise the call of the Kingdom and play the lute
and harp that nurtures the soul and sing uplifting melodies
until the confirmations of the infallible Unseen appear and the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit manifests and the rays of the Sun
of Truth shine upon the horizons and the drops of the cloud of
bounty rain down and adorn the garden of unity and the cy-
press by the stream of oneness grows tall and the nightingale
of the rose garden of grace laments.
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ABO01988

Convey greetings from Abdul-Baha to the confident hand-
maiden of God, the assured leaf, the honored companion, and
give her glad tidings and hope, for she is near to the threshold
of oneness and honored and revered among the leaves. 1
beseech God that in the gathering of the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful she may ever engage in mention of the Lord
and obtain endless favors. Also convey greetings to the
attracted leaf, the honored young woman, and show utmost
kindness, and likewise convey greetings and bounty to the two
divine handmaidens, the two honored companion sisters, the
handmaiden of God Bibi Kuchak and the handmaiden of God
Qamar. I beseech God that all may rest in utmost joy and
delight beneath the blessed tree.

Regarding the book you asked about, although I never have
time to read, nevertheless I read a few pages. It contained
mention of the Blessed Beauty, therefore you have permission
to publish it. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O fragrances of God, waft perfumed over that most luminous
grave, and O breezes of God, blow with amber scent toward
that most pure tomb, and O layers of light, descend succes-
sively upon that illumined resting place, and O pouring rain,
revive those regions and hills wherein blood was shed in the
path of the Most Glorious Beauty from spiritual souls and di-
vine realities and heavenly essences and spiritual entities.

Among them was Baqir of the Sciences and Watcher of the
Stars and Chief of Chiefs, the rising star and the shining planet
and the distinguishing wisdom and the flashing horizon, who
believed in God and was attracted by the fragrances of God
and chanted the verses of God and verified the words of God
and clung to the hem of the robe of grandeur and lowered
his wing in humility before the Lord of Supreme Might and
Greatest Majesty in the place of sacrifice - may my spirit be a
sacrifice for him.
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O Lord, Lord! When he heard the call of faith he responded
with acceptance and submission and acknowledged the proof
and bowed before the evidence and authority and his soul found
peace in witnessing the vision and the veil was lifted and the
covering rent asunder and he beheld the lights of Thy Face shin-
ing upon the horizons on the Day of Radiance and was called
to Thy path and was given to drink of the pure water of Thy
love and was stirred by the breeze of Thy gardens and drank
from the spring of Thy bounty and was called to guidance and
held fast to piety and spoke the truth before all and called out
Thy name among the ignorant and feared not the might of the
oppressors and followed Thy commands with a steadfast heart
that was not shaken by the self and base desires, stirred by the
fragrances of the garden of eternity.

O Lord, Lord! Tlumine his resting place with the lights of
forgiveness and perfume his spirit with the fragrance of the
gardens of grace and bounty and make him a brilliant sign
in the kingdom of good-pleasure and a growing tree in the
garden of the All-Merciful and send down blessing upon those
who circle round his sanctuary and circumambulate his tomb
and dwelling place. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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313-314

AB01977

To: Spiritual Assembly

O spiritual friends! Many gatherings have been formed in
the world - political gatherings, commercial gatherings, indus-
trial gatherings, educational gatherings, geographical gather-
ings, charitable gatherings, gatherings for burying strangers,
gatherings for supporting the poor and weak, and so on. But
the spiritual, luminous, divine gathering is the assembly of
the loved ones, for these souls have attached their hearts to
the true Beloved and have been freed from the bonds of this
mortal world, have broken the conditions of ascetics, and have
joined the Concourse on High.

2 They have opened the doors of peace and reconciliation with
all peoples and religions, have risen up with truthfulness and
sincerity toward all humanity, and are adorned with divine
attributes to such an extent that they consider strangers as
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friends and regard others as intimate companions. They have
no purpose except service to all humanity and no desire except
the progress of the human world. As much as they can, they
consider both friend and stranger as one companion, and re-
gard the enemy as a trusted friend - meaning they imagine no
enemies and harbor no ill will. They look upon all humanity
with utmost love, even if they fall into danger. They show faith-
fulness to the oppressor; if they are harmed, they seek comfort
and blessing for the tyrant. If you achieve this, it is a merciful
gathering, a luminous assembly, and a divine congregation. I
hope that you will be like this.

The All-Glorious is upon you.

O Baha’is! You know the aims and beliefs of these Babis, mean-
ing the Azalis who consider themselves pure Babis. Their pur-
pose is to cut off the root of humanity, especially you, for the
foundation of this sect is bloodthirstiness while your founda-
tion is forbearance, gentleness, meekness, and even goodwill to-
ward every enemy, kindness toward every hostile one, love for
all humanity of every religion and faith, and sincerity toward
all people of every creed and nation. Baha’u’llah addresses all
peoples, religions and faiths [saying]: “Ye are all the fruits of
one tree, and the leaves of one branch.” But protect yourselves
from the evil of the Azali Shaykh al-Mulk, for he is secretly
engaged in aggression without limit.
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AB01945

O divine Sina and relatives of two luminous candles! In this
mighty Dispensation when the manifest morn and brilliant
dawn has illumined and brightened the horizons, and the Sun
of Truth has cast its rays with utmost brilliance upon blessed
souls, blessed families have been established and holy house-
holds have been nurtured that will, throughout centuries and
ages, become manifestations of eternal glory under the shade
of the Lord’s favors. Among these are the households of Nayyir
and Sina. This lineage will continue and abide forever under
the blessed Tree. Each moment it will receive new confirmation
and witness novel bounties. Consider those souls who lived in
the days of the Manifestations of God - because they believed
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in those holy Manifestations, their descendants take pride in
them to this day.

One day I was passing through a region in the Syrian desert
when a group came out to welcome me and insisted I stay the
night. Among them was a person whom everyone treated with
utmost respect and regarded with reverence. When asked who
this respected person was, they said he was from the lineage
of Hurr ibn Ziyad al-Nakha’i. This became a lesson - that the
kings of the world who were conquerors of countries and wore
crowns of emperors, like the Kayanids, Pishdadids, Sassanids,
Abbasids, Umayyads and even Safavids, their lineage ended in
utter abasement and lowliness. Yet Abu Dharr Ghiffari who
was a simple shepherd, because he believed in the Beauty of the
All-Merciful, the late Farrukh Khan during his time of power
and ministry would proudly claim “I am a Ghiffari!” and all
listeners would acknowledge his nobility. In this is a lesson for
those of insight.

In any case, this is the glory of God’s loved ones in this earthly
realm - now consider what news there is in the divine world!
I hope that each of you will be illumined by the shining moon
until your last breath.

Upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02002

The tresses of the Beloved are a snare, the dark mole is the
grain;

Each strand hath caught the heart-bird fast—mno rest for one
insane.

The self-adoring gleaner ne’er shall tell of Layli’s mystery;
The moth, Majnun alone, hath known love’s hidden history.

This garden once was flourishing, by God’s own bounty grown;
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But when Love made it its abode, it stood a waste alone.
Call not this wail and lamentation anguish, grief, and pain:
It is the lover’s melody, a drunken, sweet refrain.

I cast my tears before His feet, an offering hour by hour;

Mine eye’s own house is now a shell, each tear a pearled shower.

Let every fox-like soul go seek the pillow of repose;

To rush to Love’s own Karbila—a lion’s motion shows.

Love is the altar of sacrifice, the faithful’s farthest goal;

Who keeps his body and his life is alien to the soul.

I have no fear, I have no hope; my life I do not spare:

i O Cupbearer, the Prince of Love makes manly charges there.

> Thine languid narcissus-eyes have made the helpless faint and

slain;
Yet all peril lieth still in those bloodthirsty darts of grain.

The twisted curls of the Beloved are musk and ambergris;

Yet heart and soul are morsels cast before such serpent-bliss.

I am slain by the sword of Thine eyebrow; no balm can heal
this wound:

My thought, my chant, my very breath, in Thee alone are
bound.

I am the lord of Love’s domain; my hosts are lovers all;

Drunk am I, and my boon-companions are cup and bowl and
hall.

5 In being’s realm the wakeful all are drunken, ruined, gone;

i But I am flushed with Love’s own cup: the tavern is my throne.

 Let them who seek the secrets veiled in truths’ deep mystery

know:
This place of woe is gnosis’ wine; its vat and winepress flow.

The flame of God’s own love was He, Husayn, wronged King
of men,;

His heart was burning, face blood-red, His eyes on the Loved
One then.

They rent that pure and tender form, in pieces, limb from limb;
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His throat was severed, and the blade found vein and artery in
Him.

Love for the Truth impelled Him forth to sorrow’s desert-plain;

His gaze and every glance were fixed wholly upon that field of
pain.

He gave His life unto the Beloved—this is faithfulness:

36 The sword of Love’s own temper flashed, bloodthirsty, merci-

less.

 Now prison, exile—‘Iraq, Rum, and now this fortress-stone;

The lovers’ journey hath no end save ‘Akka, Fizan alone.
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O thou who art attracted by the holy fragrances wafting from
the Kingdom of Abha! I chanted verses of thanksgiving to
God when I read, with the melody of the birds of the holy
gardens, those words and those expressions which spoke of thy
attraction to the fragrances of God, thy enkindlement with
the fire of the love of God, thy firmness in God’s Covenant
and Testament, thy holding fast to the sure handle, and the
stirring of thy heart by the breezes of God’s bestowal. Such
an exalted station and mighty confirmation befitteth one like
thee.

By thy Lord’s life! If thou wert to discover what God hath
ordained for thee in the Book of the Highest and in the ancient
scrolls of His Kingdom, thou wouldst cast off the garment of
contingent existence and hasten to the seat of truth beneath
the shade of thy Lord, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.
Thou wouldst abandon this lower station and soar up on wings
of success, yearning for the Most Exalted Kingdom and longing
for the All-Glorious Dominion.

Therefore, purify thy garments, sanctify thy nostrils,
strengthen thy hearing, sharpen thy vision, refine thy
sight, sanctify thy heart, and make thy spirit subtle that
thou mayest hear thy Lord’s call from the Kingdom of the
Unseen: “Blessed are they who are firm in My Covenant and
Testament! Blessed are they who hold fast to My most sure
handle! Blessed are they who cling to My strong cord!”
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His honor Alireza Khan, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, has been blessed with pilgrimage to the circling-place
of the Supreme Concourse and has made his soul’s nostrils
fragrant with the holy breaths of that pure dust, and now he
has permission to return. We beseech and implore the divine
favors and merciful bounties that He may confirm and assist
that honored one and all his relations in that which is befitting
and worthy today.

Today the greatest of all matters is firmness and steadfastness
in God’s Covenant and Testament and the diffusion of the
divine fragrances, for this greatest of Causes is supported by
the hosts of the Abha Kingdom. Praise be to God that the
confirmations are successive like the waves of the Most Great
Sea and the bounties follow one another like the outpourings
of the Supreme Ocean. The day of meeting is a time of joy and
delight; in the time of separation it is the occasion for firmness
and steadfastness and striving to exalt the Word of God.
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O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

When the Most Great Luminary shed its splendor from the
horizons of the nations, the dark realities that were enemies
of light drew veils over their eyes and crept into the abyss of
decline and fall. Out of intense hatred and malice, through evil
whisperings and satanic insinuations and misbelieving slanders,
they sought to conceal that radiant Light and brilliant Ray
from all eyes and hearts.

The Sun of Truth with one ray rent asunder and destroyed all
those veils and shrouds, and shone so brilliantly at the meridian
of the heavens that the contingent world became illumined
with the lights of the realm of the unconstrained, and the dark
dwelling of the horizons became resplendent with the effulgence
of the Supreme Horizon. Necks were humbled by the power of
His proof, faces were brought low by His mighty sovereignty,
souls prostrated themselves before His manifest signs, and fell
stunned by the brilliance of His revelations. Glory be unto
Him! How great is His station, how mighty His proof, how
powerful His supreme sovereignty!

Praise be to God! Although they had experienced during the
days of His holy Manifestations that no diminution occurred in
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Their Cause after Their ascension, yet following the ascension
of the Most Great Luminary the people of doubts and suspi-
cions were again stirred into motion. They imagined that per-
haps the fire of the divine Lote Tree would be extinguished and
the lights of the Most Great Luminary would completely vanish
from the horizons of the nations. The birds of night took wing
with hopes and desires, made commotion and clamor, sought
an arena, strove and seethed.

Praise be to the Beloved of the world that in the end all were
disappointed and defeated, bit their fingers in remorse and
were consumed in the fire of deprivation. “In their wrath they
bit their fingers. Say: ‘Die in your wrath!”’ The lights of the
Sun of Truth shone with greater brilliance, and the Word of
God attained greater exaltation. The call of the Cause of God
was raised higher and the fame of the party of God encom-
passed East and West. His is the praise and His is the thanks
for this mighty favor.
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God! O thou who hast sacrificed thy spirit, thy soul, thy life,
thy body, thy heart and thy very being in the path of God,
who hast striven to exalt the Word of God, and hast arisen to
mention God and praise Him among the worlds: Upon thee
be the glory of God, His praise, His bounty, His grace and His
loving-kindness. May He assist thee with the confirmations of
His most glorious Kingdom and aid thee with the assistance of
His most exalted Horizon amidst the concourse of creation. He
hath made thee His resplendent sign and His waving banner,
unfurled upon the lofty tower and glorious palace, and hath
revived through the breaths of thy heart those hearts that are
filled with the love of God, the Almighty Lord.

That which was inscribed by the pen of attraction was read
and recited. In gratitude for the favors of the Blessed Beauty,
we opened our lips to thank Him that through His grace and
training He hath raised up souls who are firm and steadfast
in the Cause of God, who hold fast to the Testament of God,
and who cling to the counsels of God. Blessed are they and
excellent is their abode!

Your honor must now, through the assistance and power of
God, arise with such strength and ardor among the loved ones
of God in the lands of God that the flame of the love of God
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may melt the heart of contingent beings and the lights of the
divine morn may illumine and brighten the horizons of all cre-
ated things. Today the most important of all matters and the
greatest of all affairs is to arise to fulfill the divine counsels, to
hold fast with utmost firmness to the Covenant and Testament
of the All-Merciful, and to stand firm and resolute such that
“the blame of the blamer shall not turn you from God” and
you may become cutting swords amidst the hosts of the world
and piercing arrows in the breasts of all who caw or who desire
to create a breach or damage in the fortress of God’s Cause, or
division and dispersion, or weakness in holding fast to this firm
handle which shall never break, according to the clear text of
the Book of God and the explicit words of the Tablet of God’s
Covenant and His mighty Testament.

Know thou that the entire Cause hath returned to this manifest
station, and none hath any movement or stillness in the Cause
of God except after permission from this known spot. And the
glory be upon thee in all conditions.
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O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of God! Necks have
bowed down and faces have been humbled before the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting, while those who are veiled lie sleep-
ing in their beds, neither conscious, nor comprehending, nor
hearing, nor seeing. Arise then to serve the Cause of God with
such power as to shake all the powers of the earth and cause
its strata to tremble. Hold fast to the hem of glory and detach
thyself from all save God, and trust in God in all matters and
conditions. Soon shalt thou witness that the lights of sanctity
have shone forth upon all regions of the earth, both East and
West, and darkness hath vanished and the light of grace hath
dawned upon the Mount of existence, and all contingent reali-
ties have been crushed by the power of the verses. Roll up the
sleeves of endeavor and rely upon the power of the Covenant,
and fear not the people of the cradle, that thy Lord of Glory
may assist thee to exalt His Word among the worlds.

O thou who art aflame with the fire of God’s love! Look not
through human power, but rather place thy reliance upon di-
vine confirmations, which can transform the hardest rock into a
precious gem and black soil into a delightful garden. I swear by
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the Ancient Beauty and the Manifest Light that today whoso-
ever shall serve at the Sacred Threshold in the station of servi-
tude under the shelter of worship shall withstand all the pow-
ers of the world and shall manifest such might as to astonish
minds.

O servant of Baha! With utmost steadfastness, withstand the
onslaughts of nations and peoples, and strive to protect the
divine fortress from the assault of the treacherous ones. For
perchance some of the people of loss may come to those re-
gions and cast the doubts of Yahya. Assuredly arise with ut-
most power through conclusive proof and dispel the darkness
of doubts through the light of manifest verses.

Thou hast endured severe trials and tribulations in the path of
God, and I hope that thou mayest be confirmed with universal
bounty. Today divine confirmation is confined to those souls
who arise to serve and engage in teaching the Cause of God and
in protecting the impregnable fortress of the Lord of Mercy.
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Therefore, man must see everything with his own eyes and
not through the eyes of others. He must investigate reality
for himself so he may properly understand the true state of
things. Otherwise there are differing statements. Every people
in the world has its own opinion, every nation its own purpose.
If people were fair and would investigate reality, differences
would vanish and all would become united and agreed.

2 For example, how did it come to pass that souls who were
among the companions, the emigrants, and the descendants
of the helpers arose with such intensity and force to slay the
Prince of Martyrs, may my soul be a sacrifice for him? It
was all due to prejudiced tales and stories, for they spread
among the people that “this person has made lawful what God
has forbidden and forbidden what God has made lawful, has
abandoned fasting and prayer and holy war, and has turned
away from the religion of his grandfather.” This is why in the
pilgrim’s prayer to that holy one it is stated: “I bear witness
that you established prayer and gave the alms.”
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In short, seven hundred divines affixed their seals declaring
that this person had turned away from his grandfather’s reli-
gion, and therefore his death was obligatory for every Muslim.
See how greatly they confused the matter! Now, God forbid,
had His Holiness truly turned away from his grandfather’s re-
ligion? On the contrary, he was promoting his grandfather’s
religion and sacrificed his life in the path of God.

It is always these kinds of tales that spoil matters, especially
when they are without clear proof and evidence. People, due to
hearing them repeatedly, come to believe them. For instance,
Omar ibn Sa’d ibn Omar was the son of Sa’d Waqqas who
conquered all of Iran for Islam. Similarly Sinan ibn Anas, son
of Anas ibn Malik who was among the greatest companions of
the Messenger of God - how did the matter become confused
for them?

But he who searcheth after truth will become apprised of the
very essence of the matter. We tread a single path; with none
have we any concern.
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To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Babul

O handmaiden of Baha, For some time there has come no news
from you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha makes mention of thee at every mo-
ment and praises thee before the Holy Leaves, saying that that
wronged one is the target of the dart of malice and the victim
of calamity in the path of Baha. From the beginning of her life
she was afflicted every day by the trials of the enemies, yet in
all this time she neither cried out nor did she sigh and weep or
complain. Rather, she unloosed her tongue in thanksgiving to
the one true God, saying, “Praised by God that I have been
aided in bearing this calamity and confirmed in withstanding
this affliction. This cup of poison, though full to the brim, is
yet, through the love of the Friend, sweet and refreshing.”

In short, the meaning is this, that not for a moment art thou
forgotten and not for the space of a breath art thou absent
from our thoughts. I ask God that thou mayest, in that region,
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make the friends to be companions and associates to one an-
other and enable all to be gathered together and strengthened
through unity, harmony and love. Thus may they, through
companionship and fellowship, become enthralled and enkin-
dled, be filled with joy and exultation, and increase in love
and attachment.

The forge, though filled with fire, yet needs the bellows in
order to heat silver and gold, so that solid metal may become
liquefied and glow. Movement requires a mover. Resignation
and stillness give rise to sorrow and grief, to dejection and
despondency. O handmaiden of Baha, become the cause of
the fervour of the hearts and the rapture and attraction of the
souls, that all may be set ablaze by the kindled fire of God,
become joyous and exultant, and raise the sound of melody
and song. Verily thy Lord is the Confirmer, the Assister, the
Mighty, the Bountiful.

I send all the friends of God my greetings with the utmost ea-
gerness and heartfelt longing. Convey my respectful greetings
to the handmaids of the Merciful.
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To: Mulla Abbas (Khurasan) et al., in Chishmih

O divine friends! This is the cycle of the All-Merciful and the
age of the All-Glorious. This is the divine era and heavenly
century. This is the time of kindness and the day of success.
Become a bounty to all worlds and mercy to humanity. Be-
come flames of guidance and rays of bounty. Become birds in
the garden of inner meanings and stars in the highest heaven.
Become branches of the Lote Tree of the utmost boundary and
illuminating candles of the supreme gathering.

Do not look to lack of capacity, but consider bounty alone as
the measure. Beseech His Holiness the One God for grace, that
He may open the gate of bounty and not decree justice. For
justice is giving each their due right, and if matters proceeded
thus it would become difficult and complicated.

It is bounty that sheds pure light upon dust. It is bounty that
makes earth into highest paradise. It is bounty that illumines
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this infinite expanse. It is bounty that fills this deep sea with
precious pearls. It is bounty that bestows the spirit of life
upon this mineral. It is bounty that makes this rock and clay
into radiant jewels. It is bounty that makes the blind to see.
It is bounty that brings the dead to life. It is bounty that
makes atoms into stars. It is bounty that makes a drop into a
boundless ocean.

I ask and you should ask of God that it be thus, so every bitter-
ness may be transformed to sweetness, every sorrow changed to
joy, every illness find its cure, every wound receive its healing,
every lost one find the way, and every thirsty one be satisfied.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Fatimih Bagum (Daughter of Mahbubush-Shuhada) et al., in Isfahan

O my God! O my God! This is one of Thy maidservants who
hath believed in Thee and in Thy verses, who hath acknowl-
edged Thy oneness and taken shelter beneath the shade of the
tree of Thy mercy. She hath endured every hardship in Thy
path and shown patience under Thy trials. She hath lamented
in the watches of the night and at dawn, communing with Thee
in her heart saying: “O Lord! I am alone and solitary - com-
fort me through Thy grace. I am a stranger and far removed -
admit me into the kingdom of meeting with Thee.” Her cries
and wailing have risen to the highest heaven, such that the
angels of the Supreme Concourse have heard her lamentations.
O Lord! O Lord! Ordain for her every good in Thy Kingdom,
look upon her with the glances of Thy merciful eye, and admit
her to the eternal Paradise when she ascendeth to the kingdom
of Thy unity, in honor of her father who was martyred in Thy
path and her uncle who drank the cup of sacrifice in Thy love.
Verily Thou art the Giving, the Generous, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.

O precious handmaiden at the Divine Threshold! When I men-
tion thee I am reminded of that sanctified spirit, thy noble
father, and how with utmost joy he drank the supreme cup
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of martyrdom and gave his life in the path of the Most Glori-
ous Beauty. May my spirit be a sacrifice for his martyrdom!
Would that ‘Abdu’l-Baha might follow his example and taste
a drop from that sweet and delicious cup. This indeed is the
supreme triumph. Be assured thou art ever in my thoughts.
I hope that through the loving kindness of God thou mayest
be confirmed in service to the handmaidens of the Merciful,
that thou mayest be a distinguished maidservant to the divine
handmaidens and the most zealous of servants to the assured
leaves.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

O handmaiden of God! Convey my loving greetings to thy
respected companion and say: Look to the sun, not to stones
and mountains and desert, even if they be mirror-like. Be
enchanted and amazed by the beauty of the flower, and be
intoxicated and joyous from the melodies of the nightingale.
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To: Rashti, Mulla Yusuf Ali et al., in Ishqabad

O Lord, our Forgiver, our Shelter and our Beloved! We, the
helpless ones, have taken refuge at the gate of Thy Oneness,
and we, the wanderers, have sought shelter at the threshold of
Thy grace. Thy bounty and favor have encompassed the world
and made every blessing available. Thy wisdom has become
manifest. The brilliant signs of Thy Lordship are the effusion
of existence and the bestowal of the rights of every being. We
who are helpless, wandering, and fallen, are deserving of Thy
grace and worthy of Thy care, in need of Thy mercy and gifts.
Through Thy confirmation the weak become strong, the lowly
become great, the feeble ant becomes Solomon, and the atom
becomes a radiant sun. O Lord! Grant confirmation, bestow
success, make our hearts joyous, our breasts expanded, and our
selves conquered. O Lord! Make us steadfast in Thy Covenant
and Testament.

The construction of the school building on the Most Great
Land, meaning the repair and completion of the existing build-
ing, is acceptable. The school management committee, which
consults on school matters, should implement whatever they
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collectively deem appropriate regarding regular requirements,
either unanimously or by majority vote.

The Afnan of the Sacred Tree of the All-Merciful, Mirza Abu’l-
Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God

The Afnan of the Sacred Tree of the All-Merciful, Aqa Siyyid
Ahmad, upon him be the Glory of God

The Afnan of the Sacred Tree of the All-Merciful, Aqa Mirza
‘Ali, upon him be the Glory of God

i Aqa Husayn-‘Ali Yazdi, upon him be the Glory of God

Mulla Yusuf-‘Ali Rashti, upon him be the Glory of God
Ustad ‘Ali-Akbar Mi’'mar, upon him be the Glory of God
Haji Abu-Talib, upon him be the Glory of God

Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Karim Ardibili, upon him be the Glory of God

Mir ‘Ali-Asghar Isqu’i, upon him be the Glory of God

O Most Merciful, O Most Compassionate Lord! Aid these souls
in service to Thy mighty Cause.

The Teachers of the School:
Haji Mirza Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God
Aqa Siyyid Mahdi, upon him be the Glory of God

i School Supervisor:

Aga Muhammad-Hasan Bishrui, upon him be the Glory of God
School Treasurer:
Aga Mashhadi Yusuf, upon him be the Glory of God

O Lord! Through Thy great mercy, make these souls successful
in attaining Thy good pleasure.
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To: Baha’is of Kirmanshah

O companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The people of malice have
stretched forth the hand of aggression, perpetrated injustices
and acts of cruelty, and raised a clamor and cry that they might
interrupt the life-giving breezes blowing from the paradise of
Abha and conceal the lights shining from the Daystar of Truth.
How far are they from achieving what they desire! They do
not realize that this opposition is even as oil to the fire enkin-
dled by God’s love, which maketh its flame burn brighter, and
that this persecution is even as spring rain to the flowers of the
garden of God’s knowledge, which causeth their freshness and
loveliness to increase. Countless times experience hath shown
that the tumult of a city shaken to its foundations veileth the
shouts and cries of woe. Taunting and cursing are the cause
of the exaltation of the Word of God. But for winter’s harsh
storms, its rain and snow, and rising waters, the meadow could
not smile, its flower patches could not be renewed, the trees
could not blossom, the breezes of spring could not bestow their
reviving breath, and the musk-laden fragrances could not de-
light the sense of smell. The gifts, delights, and freshness of
the season of spring are the result of the severity and harshness
of winter’s storms.

2 O friends of God! The day is approaching when the Sun of
Truth will scatter these dense clouds and its gleaming rays will
illuminate the whole earth. The sighing of the oppressed will be
transformed into joy and their suffering into the words “Blessed
are we!” The cry of Ya Baha'u’l-Abha! will arise from every
stone, clay clod, and tree; and the shout of “Glorified be my
Lord, the Most High!” will be uplifted from every plain, desert,
and mountaintop. The paradise of Abha will encompass the
whole earth, and the blessed Tree will overshadow all regions.
The clouds of mercy will rain down, the rays of the Sun of Truth
will shine, the quickening breezes of the divine springtime will
blow, and all things will be adorned in a new and wondrous
raiment. Upon you be salutation and praise.
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To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Tabib (Baghdad), in Mosul

O physician of hearts! It has been some time since we have
received from you no greeting, no message, no letter, and no
trace of your pen. How is it that that flame of divine love has
grown cold, and that sapling in the garden of true fellowship
has become withered and faded? We had supposed that if a
hundred thousand seas were to surge over you, you would nei-
ther grow cold nor wither. And God willing, He will facilitate
whatever your ultimate desire may be. Recite in the Qur’an
the verse “until the apostles despaired,” and the doors of hope
will open. “And the future belongs to the God-fearing.”

Regarding the matter of power of attorney for the House, you
had inquired about his honor Aqa Siyyid Ahmad Afnan, upon
him be the Glory of God, and about a copy of the power of
attorney. When a search was made here, there was no copy
in the court, and his honor Aqa Siyyid Ahmad was also in Is-
tanbul. When he was asked about it, it became clear that he
did not have a copy either. Rather, they had gone before the
judge here and had written a brief power of attorney. This was
after many disturbing reports arrived from Baghdad that the
people of the neighborhood had extended the hand of aggres-
sion toward the House from every direction and had gone to
the ambassador saying that this house was empty and had no
owner, and that they were afraid. The ambassador sent some-
one to take the keys to the premises and to install his own
secretary in that residence. Those associated with you were
unable to live there and were compelled to leave and abandon
the house. In any case, many details transpired, and you will
certainly learn of them from his honor Rafi’ Convey greetings
to each and every one of the friends in Mosul.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

51518 G Oliags O ik (ol
Quls 235 &y Sasb a5 sl 65 O
Aoz Jbras O 8 e 6K |
St Al Gl dl O g edd 65l
4{J}gdgiﬁtgb\.ﬂou\isf oz/}do;)jT
0> bl X (s [ PR R T WS f\
s F.éﬂ- Al SR ) .,\“mﬁ
o Wi e 105l 3T L
Sy N s 1y Jed) bl 131
N BB 5 s ptan the oy Oyl afle 3

BT Ol 51y s I8y popas s
Sype s eI Al T ade 0L an) dw
) 55 O Aoy 03503 Jlsw aslbic)Es
Sl 5 03 e 4R2 s al ab
OLa 5 Kiay Jawedhl 45 3% danl o T
35 43 uﬁ)ﬁgﬁ(n}b A laza)
why 528 55 53 1A 5 & cuy 6 Ol
O s Nog adg (g a2 tasldEy 5 oy
NI o St S 1 e
v@;—ﬁ)‘(_g.hu :A;LLLA\K.L.«)
§ las,y bl 55 s dlesyd 3l S
I P R R D =
b odle glaal & sk o3l b
o de Je Q\J; Iy s L;\)Jw) ;Jnﬁ
cuy By & Ll g u\.&-\ U‘JJM
GO KA ks STy oy s st s LU
Cf\) ol 5l 4....“ b d\) 6Ly el
\;Js by s ¢L>\ & M Aal - dl:.»

TEWFPR

MMKG6#219

159


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=162

Vol. 183: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IV)

AB02127

AB02127

To: Adul, Karbala’i Ali et al., in Nahavand

O divine friends! Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad-i-Tabrizi has offered
the utmost praise of you, that these divine friends are like
bright candles and like stars shining and radiant in the horizon
of guidance. Their souls are the target for the arrow of love and
their hearts are shells for the pearl of knowledge. Their eyes
are fixed upon the Most Glorious Horizon and their breasts
are aflame and burning with the fire of love for the Beauty of
Baha. In the early dawn they are occupied with wondrous re-
membrances and night and day they are engaged in thoughts
of that Peerless Beloved. Every evening with tearful eyes they
are occupied with mentioning the Kind Friend and every morn-
ing with smiling lips they are gladdened by the grace and gift
of God.

This news was the cause of boundless joy and this testimony
brought infinite gladness. Since this is so, ere long Nahavand
shall become a sublime paradise and its foundations shall be-
come the highest heaven. That plain and desert and that moun-
tain and wilderness shall be perfumed with the fragrance of the
Most Glorious Paradise. Blessed are you and excellent is your
final abode!

O divine friends! Although the oppressive and obstinate enemy
is near, yet the shelter and refuge is a mighty support and the
Protector and Helper is the Unique and Glorious Lord. How
much tribulation and pain must the lovers of the earthly realm
endure - then it is evident how much patience and composure
is required of those who long for the Pure Soul. The Most
Glorious Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones - says in the famous poem: “This is the way and custom,
if you seek union with Baha - seek it!” Praise be to God that
those divine friends have arisen according to the conditions and
customs of the path, and this is through the grace and favor
of that Peerless Beloved.

1 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ghulam-Rida et al., in Najafabad

O my God, my God! Thou hast manifested Thyself to the
righteous ones through the lights of Beauty and hast removed
the veils from their eyes, whereupon they beheld the wondrous
Face and the resplendent Light like the manifest dawn. Then
the fire of yearning and the flames of ardent love blazed forth
within their ribs and bowels, their sighs intensified, copious
tears flowed, and their lamentations rose up, enkindled by the
fire of Thy love, O my Beautiful Lord. The righteous ones
were drawn to Thy beauty, sought reunion with Thee, and
were consumed in separation from Thee until the dominions
of love seized them with such force that they hastened to the
place of sacrifice with shouts and cries and melodies that drew
the Concourse on High.

Among them was this servant of Thine, Ghulamrida, who be-
lieved in Thee and Thy verses, acknowledged Thy words, was
attracted by Thy fragrances, arose to serve Thee, found so-
lace in communion with Thee, was guided to Thy path, and
kindled the fire of Thy love. Then the evil ones among Thy
servants rose against him, and Thy most vehement adversaries
grew wrathful toward him. They attacked him as fierce wolves
attack a gentle lamb, swooped down upon him as predatory
birds swoop upon a noble partridge, and surrounded him as
wretched dogs surround a beautiful gazelle. They raged and
surged and struck with clubs and palm branches until his bones
were crushed, his flesh scattered, and his blood spilled, redden-
ing the earth with his sprinkled blood. All this, O my God, he
bore in Thy love, content with Thy decree, passionate in Thy
love, seeking Thy good-pleasure, supplicating to Thy Kingdom,
beseeching at Thy holy threshold.

O Lord, O Lord! Answer his call, make abundant his reward,
perfume his grave with the outpouring of Thy mercy, cause
layers of light from the heaven of manifestation to descend
upon his resting place, make his spirit soar to the Kingdom
of Thy truth, gather him with the martyrs in the paradise of
Thy presence, admit him to the assembly where Thy beauty is
manifest, and ordain for him what Thou hast ordained for the
first martyrs - the most exalted station in Thy most glorious
Kingdom. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in New York

O servant of God! In these days a telegram arrived from Amer-
ica with the content announcing a marriage. Congratulations
were sent by telegram, and God willing it is blessed. Let this
be cause for thanksgiving to the Divine Unity that praise be
to God, such confirmation has been granted that East has em-
braced West. Know the value of this great bounty, that such
an impossible matter has become easy and simple through the
assistance and favor of the Blessed Beauty. Therefore, com-
pletely forget yourself. Seek nothing but servitude to Him and
desire nothing but sacrifice. Consider the example of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, who despite being afflicted with such trials and tribula-
tions, still gives thanks and has not a moment’s rest, and is
ashamed and cries out in lamentation. How well it was said:
“How can I raise my head in shame before the Friend, when
no worthy service has come from my hand.” In any case, God
willing it is auspicious and blessed. Due to weakness from fast-
ing, more than this is not possible. This was written in haste.
The reply to your letters will be sent God willing afterwards.

O Lord! Make this bond of unity that You have tied enduring,
and grant this servant and handmaiden a spiritual and physi-
cal connection. Make this union abundantly blessed and this
marriage a cause of joy. Increase the spirituality of both and
grant them illumination, so that both may succeed in utmost
truthfulness and worship of reality in servitude at Your holy
Threshold. May they seek none but You, desire none but You,
and speak of none but You. They are wanderers in Your path
and bewildered by Your countenance. You are the Mighty, the
Kind, You are the Bestower, the All-Bountiful. You are the
Confirmer, the Helper, the Generous, the Merciful.

ADMS#063x
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To: Ali Quli Khan, in New York

O servant of the Beauty of Abhal

> For some time, due to poor health and physical weakness, I
have been unable to write or speak. Letters from you and all
the friends from various places remained unanswered, and I was
very affected by this. Surely there was consummate wisdom
in that condition. Praise be to God, some health has been
restored and I have again begun writing and speaking, and I
hope that henceforth there will be continuity in sending replies.

Mr. MacNutt with his esteemed wife and Mrs. Grundy ar-
rived, but with utmost caution since the Holy Land is disturbed
due to harmful publications in Egyptian newspapers and some
other newspapers, and the writing of numerous books against
the Cause of God, and great calumnies from false persons. This
caused Mr. MacNutt to be unable to stay more than three
nights, and this was only because they had permission. In
truth, he is a capable soul and the meeting was in utmost joy
and fragrance. Furthermore, in these days passage here is not
possible - travel has become very difficult. Jinab-i-Abu’l-Fadl
is in Port Said; it has not yet been possible for him to be
present.

In any case, the point is that the storm of calumnies and op-
position and attacks from all directions is continuous and suc-
cessive. In such a condition the friends of God must arise with
utmost supplication and detachment and adherence to the reli-
gion of God and holding fast to divine teachings and sacrifice,
and whatever occurs in the Holy Land must never cause their
weakness and dejection. Rather, day by day they must in-
crease their steadfastness and constancy and the diffusion of
the divine fragrances.

The intention is that you should be informed, but do not give
much publicity to these events. God willing, henceforth replies
to letters will be sent as much as possible. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Hakimbashi, Mirza Musa et al., in Qazvin

My God, my God! You see me aflame with the fire of Your
love, bereft of patience from separation from Your heavenly
presence, tears flowing from being deprived of Your holy court,
my heart burning and my gathering scattered, disheveled and
dust-covered from falling upon the earth of abasement in the
desert of separation from You.

Lord, Lord! Strengthen me with the hosts of Your Kingdom,
aid me with the armies of Your Dominion, assist me with Your
holy angels, and support me with the legions of Your confirma-
tion and grace.

Lord, Lord! I am lowly, hoping for the outpourings of Your
Lordship; I am poor, desiring the manifestation of the treasures
of Your Mercy; I am insignificant, seeking help from the power
of Your Oneness.

Lord, Lord! Make the fly a soaring eagle in the zenith of Your
glory, and the weak bird a falcon flying in the heaven of Your
oneness, and the feeble one mighty through Your aid and care,
and the abased one noble through Your protection and shelter,
so that I may be enabled to mention Your loved ones with the
passion of my love, the rapture of my being, the ardor of my
heart and the ecstasy of my essence. For their remembrance,
O my God, is my spirit and sweet fragrance, and their love, O
my Beloved, is the life of my consciousness.

Lord! Make them the lights of Your oneness, the banners of
Your sanctification, the signs of Your glorification, Your all-
embracing Words, the letters of Your unfurled scroll, and Your
preserved Tablet, speaking forth Your perfect mysteries.

i Lord, Lord! You know that I love them with my spirit, my

essence, my heart and my soul, and I sacrifice for their love of
Your Beauty my life, my blood, my inner and outer being, my
reality, my identity and my essence. Verily You are the All-
Bountiful, the Generous, and verily You are the All-Merciful,
the Compassionate.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Aqa Mashhadi Abdur-Razzaq, in Qum

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Give thanks
to God that through the infinite bounties of the Most Great
Beauty you have attained the greatest guidance, hastened to
the shore of the sea of recognition, raised the banner of the love
of God, and turned away from all but that Peerless Beloved.
You brightened your eyes by witnessing the greatest signs and
gave new life to your soul through the holy fragrances of the in-
comparable Beloved. And now, through the grace, generosity
and kindness of the Most Glorious Beauty, you have been en-
abled to facilitate the construction of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar,
offering a piece of land so that a precious temple may be es-
tablished thereon.

2 The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is the lodestone of divine confirma-
tions. The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is the mighty foundation of the
Lord, the firm pillar of the Faith of God. The establishment
of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is a means for the exaltation of the
Word of God. The praise and glorification emanating from
it cheereth the heart of every righteous soul. The holy fra-
grances of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar vivify the souls of the righ-
teous, and its vitalizing breezes confer life upon the pure in
heart. The lamps of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, like unto the re-
splendent rays of dawn, illuminate the horizons. The melody
of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar cheereth the souls of the Concourse
on high, and the recitation within it of the verses of His Divine
Unity bringeth joy and gladness to the inmates of the Kingdom
of Glory.

In this day, the greatest matter and most consummate service
to be offered at the Sacred Threshold of God is the establish-
ment of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. It must not, however, be in
such wise as to run counter to wisdom, nor become a cause of
fear and consternation to the heedless, or a source of mischief
and sedition on the part of the erring.

In that land, if for the present it be founded in the utmost
concealment, its establishment will be a source of spirit and
sweet savours. And should wisdom not permit that that place
be designated by this name, then let another title be given it
and it be called by another name.

The purpose is that the loved ones of God should, while ex-
ercising the utmost wisdom, be occupied therein with prayer
and the worship of God, the recitation of the verses and words
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of God, and the chanting of heavenly odes in glorification of
the All-Merciful.
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AB02150

To: Amidul-Atibba, Aqa Mirza Yahya Kalimi et al., in Rasht

O ye who have turned to God and are accepted in His sight!
Jinab-i-Darvish Ghulam-Husayn, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious, sent a letter from Haifa requesting
the writing of this epistle.
impediments, I have, with utmost love, undertaken to write
that it may gladden hearts and illumine minds and souls.

Despite myriad occupations and

Today, the world-illumining light is the radiance of divine love
and the effulgence of the Most Great Peace and the welfare of
nations. In all the holy Books, this promised Day is mentioned,
wherein wars shall end in peace, tyranny and aggression shall
be transformed into justice and benevolence, and oppression
and cruelty shall be transmuted into love and fidelity. This
is among the assured and inevitable developments of this cy-
cle of Revelation. Although to outward seeming this Star of
guidance has not yet fully dawned on the horizon of the world,
its manifest dawn has broken, and ere long its resplendent sun
shall rise.

O friends! Like a boundless ocean, raise ye the waves of love,
that the flotsam of enmity and cruelty may be cast out from
this sea of fidelity, and the face of this ocean may become
mirror-like, revealing the beauty of its bounty and the loftiness
of its virtues. Praise be to God that the ocean of favors is
surging and the cloud of grace is pouring its rain upon all
humanity. The friends abide beneath the shade of the All-
Merciful, and the loved ones are intoxicated with the wine of
spiritual grace. At every moment an ocean surgeth, and with
every breath glad-tidings arrive. The favors of the Blessed
Beauty have encompassed all, and His grace and bounty have
prevailed.

Given this, how can we rest for a moment, find patience and
composure, show negligence, or let slip the opportunity? Now
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is the time to forget ourselves, become intoxicated with the
spirit of sacrifice, and rejoice, that we may attain to success in
the Kingdom of holiness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Rasht et al.

O lovers of the Divine Beauty! In every age and dispensation
when the Sun of Truth rose from the horizon of sanctification
and Its light shone upon all regions, a group gathered beneath
the shade of Its oneness. But when that Most Great Lumi-
nary set from the horizon of the world in the eyes of nations,
the doors of tests opened wide and the winds of trials arose
in fury. The fire of testing was kindled and the sea of tribu-
lation surged forth. Some souls remained firm and steadfast
like mighty mountains, while others were scattered and bewil-
dered like gnats and flies at the slightest breeze, becoming lost
without trace.

Until now, in no previous Dispensation was there a Covenant
and Testament of such magnitude and clarity. If some wavering
occurred, it was not surprising or strange. But now in this
Most Great Cycle, praise be to God, the lamp is brightly lit
and the Beauty of the Covenant appears with utmost grace
and loveliness. The Cup-Bearer of the assembly is the firm
Covenant, and the choice wine of the Testament flows from an
elegant chalice.

All governments and peoples of the world are aware of this an-
cient Covenant, and all the heedless ones of the world are now
informed. Yet strangely, some friends are completely unaware
and deprived of this call, indeed entirely in despair. Today all
governments and peoples and nations of the world marvel at
these souls and say: “We are strangers, yet are aware and con-
scious of this divine Covenant, while those who are close are
complete strangers, unaware and unconscious.”

O my God! O my God! Make firm the feet of Thy loved ones
in Thy Covenant and Testament, and expand their breasts
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through the lights of steadfastness in Thy Cause. Verily, Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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To: Baha’is of Saysan et al.

O handmaidens of the Blessed Beauty! Give thanks to the
Most Great Unity that ye have entered beneath the shadow
of sanctity and reposed beneath the shade of the favors of
the Glorious Lord. Ye have heard the call of the Covenant
and witnessed the effulgence of the Luminary of the horizons.
Ye have been freed from the fetters of all else but Him and
have plucked the flowers of divine unity in the rose-garden
of reality. This is through the grace of the Beauty of Unity
and the universal outpourings of the Most Merciful One. The
queens of the world in former ages yearned for a particle of
this grace but attained it not. Now ye, O handmaidens of the
Lord, have freely found this bounty and have witnessed this
gift as befitting. Without toil ye have attained unto mercy,
and without suffering ye have drunk from these sweet flowing
waters. Give thanks unto God, praise ye the Most Glorious
Beauty!

O All-Bountifull These handmaidens of the All-
Merciful have set their hearts upon Thee and have freed
themselves from all else but Thee. They have sought Thy
good-pleasure and adorned their hearts with Thy love. They
sought not earthly fortune but turned to Thy Kingdom of
Unity. Make these handmaidens independent of all save
Thee, and cause these maidservants to become denizens of the
Most Glorious Kingdom. Though they be powerless, grant
them power and might, bestow upon them eternal life, and
make them steadfast in the Covenant. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, verily Thou art the Most Great. There is no
God but Thee, the Forgiving, the All-Bountiful.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S 1S K2 S i Ol o
Pl 53 g ol s ‘:Um 5 \) ;,:.\a\
Jibid Bl Kb lodee,l A2 oy 2l
5 Ay amle 45 ) s GBI g o2
& A Ay s Caga okt 5o
i Olosd s ol ool Ui ;a3
sayl 4 BT cbSls C,;JL?) O
3 Nogeie b o ) Soxd s3] 4l
o Olsy OlS W Jle sas gy
OWLE 1y Cange O s sl 0K, |l
3 ke s S g st edelia
S aay olp ole o) ) olde Oy

b ge) Il 4™ a1y s a8

Js oy bl o) OS5 ) Ky 6l
5 cloy .»\w) L;J..uL« A8 ) 5 Wl i
u;bw -\J\Mb‘ u\.é Iy Jds ,\;\w
44,-, i e Ol sl Z qf;
o s ;)\,d S 5y OlaS™ ) Ks sk
Sl dom p Lo p ool @S Jal | 5l
ol g Ol )y i By, o)
S e S i) Sy b Ol g 00
S il AN A i) e

BRL_DAK#1159

168


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=97
https://www.bahai.org/r/235946517

Vol. 183: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IV)

AB02044

AB02044

To: Descendants of Mustafa Tabatabai, in Shahmirzad

O survivors of that leader of the free ones, his holiness Siyyid
Mustafa has spread the wings of sanctification and flown to
the divine nest in the proximity of the Most Great Mercy, and
has found repose in the embrace of the favors of his illustri-
ous grandfather, his holiness Muhammad Mustafa, may my
spirit be sacrificed for him. That essence of existence ascended
with utmost glory. What wisdom is there in preventing burial
among decaying graves? Surely a solitary location far from the
detested graves would be better, for the grave will remain pre-
served and protected and its traces evident, even if outwardly
worn. In any case, give thanks to God that it happened thus.

Prayer:

O my God! O my God! This is Thy servant, associated with
the Beloved Leader of the Messengers at Thy holy threshold
among all worlds. O Lord, he was a sign of guidance and a
flame of light and a morning lamp, confirmed with joy and
gladness, a model for spirits, detached from shadows. He was
attracted to Thy radiant beauty and attained the lofty summit
in knowing Thee in the Promised Day and the manifestation of
Thy Self in the Witnessed Day. O Lord, he cut himself off from
all else save Thee and was immersed in Thy love and passion,
and was ignited by the fire kindled in the Sinatic Tree, and
found guidance in the fire. O Lord, after his ascension to the
Supreme Kingdom, the people of passion prevented his burial
among the graves until he rested in an abandoned place, and
this was only from Thy abundant grace, so that the features of
his grave and tomb would not be effaced among the graves, and
he would be separate in a blessed ground far from the tombs,
around which the loved ones would gather and upon which
layers of light would descend from heaven. O Lord, assist him
with Thy confirmations and revive his spirit with Thy breaths
and cause him to ascend to the kingdom of Thy verses and
admit him into the gardens of Thy pardon and forgiveness, and
give him a truthful tongue among those who come after. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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Study guide to this volume

This fourth collection of undated letters and tablets from ‘Abdu’l-Baha spans a remarkable range
of genre and occasion: a soaring prophetic vision of holy teachers yet to arise, careful admonitions
against racial and national prejudice, fierce consolations for women imprisoned and paraded through
bazaars, meditations on the ascending degrees of created existence, a compact exegesis of symbolic
passages in Baha’u’llah’s writings, and a moving tribute to the poor as intimate companions of
every Prophet. Though none of these pieces can be dated with precision, they belong broadly to
the years of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry (1892-1921), during which He was simultaneously a prisoner
under Ottoman surveillance, the guardian of a nascent global Faith, and the epistolary center of
its expansion into Africa, Russia, India, and the Americas. The volume shows ‘Abdu’l-Baha at
the height of His teaching vocation: summoning individuals and communities from within their
particular circumstances toward a common horizon of divine unity, meeting each correspondent
with the precision of a physician who knows both the remedy and the patient. Running through all
the letters is the conviction that tribulation — personal, collective, historical — carries a dignity
and a purpose entirely concealed from those who experience only its surface.

The Vision of Holy Beings: Teaching as Sacred Mission

Key Passages

O phoenix of that immortal flame kindled in the sacred Tree! Baha'u’llah — may my
life, my soul, my spirit be offered up as a sacrifice unto His lowly servants — hath, during
His last days on earth, given the most emphatic promise that, through the outpourings
of the grace of God and the aid and assistance vouchsafed from His Kingdom on high,
souls will arise and holy beings appear who, as stars, would adorn the firmament of
divine guidance; illumine the dayspring of loving-kindness and bounty; manifest the
signs of the unity of God; shine with the light of sanctity and purity; receive their full
measure of divine inspiration; raise high the sacred torch of faith; stand firm as the rock
and immoveable as the mountain; and grow to become luminaries in the heavens of His
Revelation, mighty channels of His grace, means for the bestowal of God’s bountiful
care, heralds calling forth the name of the One true God, and establishers of the world’s
supreme foundation. — ABO01587

These shall labour ceaselessly, by day and by night, shall heed neither trials nor woe,
shall suffer no respite in their efforts, shall seek no repose, shall disregard all ease and
comfort, and, detached and unsullied, shall consecrate every fleeting moment of their
lives to the diffusion of the divine fragrance and the exaltation of God’s holy Word.
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Their faces will radiate heavenly gladness, and their hearts be filled with joy. Their
souls will be inspired, and their foundation stand secure. They shall scatter in the
world, and travel throughout all regions. They shall raise their voices in every assembly,
and adorn and revive every gathering. They shall speak in every tongue, and interpret
every hidden meaning. — ABO01587

I am waiting, eagerly waiting for these holy ones to appear; and yet, how long will they
delay their coming? My prayer and ardent supplication, at eventide and at dawn, is
that these shining stars may soon shed their radiance upon the world, that their sacred
countenances may be unveiled to mortal eyes, that the hosts of divine assistance may
achieve their victory, and the billows of grace, rising from His oceans above, may flow
upon all mankind. — ABO01587

Context for Study

The letter addressed to the “phoenix of that immortal flame” (AB01587) is among the finest
and most anthologized passages in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondence, and reading it in its original
epistolary context deepens its meaning considerably. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is writing as one who has
carried, in His own person, the burden of the Cause through its most dangerous years, and whose
longing for successors is genuine. The promise of Baha'u’llah cited here — made “during His last
days on earth” — turns the letter into something more than encouragement: it is a prophecy
transmitted, a covenant renewed. The portrait of these future holy beings is carefully constructed
around paradoxes: they receive “full measure of divine inspiration” yet labor without repose; they
are “detached and unsullied” yet scatter across the world into every gathering; they speak “in
every tongue” yet interpret hidden meanings that most never perceive. This is the Baha’i theology
of the spiritually transformed teacher — one who is simultaneously otherworldly and maximally
present to the world. The passage invites comparison with several traditions. In Christianity, Paul’s
description of apostolic labor in 2 Corinthians 4 follows a similar logic: earthen vessels bearing a
transcendent treasure, afflicted but not crushed, dying and yet alive. In Sufi thought, the kamil
(the spiritually perfect human) radiates a divine light that transforms all who approach, without
that person calculating the effect. In Jewish tradition, the tzaddik is the channel through which
divine blessing flows to the community. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s portrait shares features with all three, but
shifts the emphasis to the cosmic scale of the mission: these beings will not serve one community
or one region but will “scatter in the world” and revive “every gathering.” His own longing — “how
long will they delay?” — adds an unmistakable note of urgency and love, making this among the
most personally revealing of all His letters.

Questions for Reflection

1. What distinguishes a “holy being” of the kind ‘Abdu’l-Baha envisions from a merely devoted
religious worker? What spiritual transformation is implied in the portrait He draws?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha draws on a promise Baha’u’llah made “during His last days on earth.” How does
the transmission of prophetic promise through a chain of covenant-keepers function differently
from the transmission of a merely human legacy?

3. Compare this vision of the teaching soul with Paul’s description of apostolic ministry in 2
Corinthians 4:7-18. What is shared between the two portraits, and where do they part ways?
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4. The holy beings will “speak in every tongue and interpret every hidden meaning.” How does
polyglottal and hermeneutical capacity relate, in this vision, to spiritual transformation? Is
language a spiritual gift or a spiritual discipline?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha confesses His own longing and waiting for these souls to appear. What does
this vulnerability in the writing of a spiritual head reveal about the nature of leadership in a
divine Cause?

Freedom from Prejudice and the Making of Universal Community

Key Passages

O ye helpers of Abdu’l-Baha! Bukhara was at one time the source of the increase
of wisdom and the centre of knowledge and learning. Persons were trained there who
indeed became the cause of the dissemination of learning and the sciences and the arts in
the human world. The most renowned among the early exponents of learning in Islam
studied in Bukhara. Later, however, all that pomp and glory was rolled up entirely
and knowledge and learning became reduced to preambles and jurisprudence. Now the
friends of God shall travel there and, God willing, establish themselves and become the
cause of the progress of the people in those regions. — ABO01437

O friends of God! Be wholly free from the odour of ignorant prejudice, the enmity and
hatred common among the masses, and the idle fancies relating to race, nationality and
religion. These are utterly contrary to the religion of God and divine good-pleasure
and are the cause of humanity’s deprivation from the bounties of the Merciful. Strip
yourselves of these vain imaginings and cleanse the mirror of your hearts of the dust
of this ignorant prejudice, that you may become truly loving towards the world of
humanity, that is to say, to all people. — ABO01437

Have no hatred towards any person from any nation, religion, tribe, race or land, but
rather show the utmost kindness and friendship that perhaps, through divine aid and
bounty, the horizon of the world of humanity may be cleansed and sanctified of these
thick clouds of ignorant prejudice and common hatred and enmity, and you may, day
by day, become the cause of fellowship and love among all the nations of the world. —
ABO01437

Context for Study

The letter to the friends traveling to Bukhara (AB01437) opens with a historical observation that
functions as both tribute and provocation. Bukhara — birthplace of Ibn Sina (Avicenna) and
al-Bukhari, center of medieval Islamic learning — is invoked as a civilization that once radiated
knowledge outward and then collapsed into the narrow specialisms of “preambles and jurisprudence.”
‘Abdu’l-Baha names this history to mark the arrival of something new: the friends of God who will
enter that same city carry a universalism that classical Islamic scholarship, for all its achievements,
never fully embodied. The practical counsel that follows is precise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha names race,
nationality, and religion as the specific forms of prejudice to be abandoned — the same triad that
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structures much modern sociology of intergroup conflict. His argument, however, is theological
rather than merely pragmatic: these prejudices are not merely socially harmful; they are “utterly
contrary to the religion of God.” The command to love is absolute, extending even to enemies.
In Christian thought, the command to love enemies appears in the Sermon on the Mount and
is regarded by many theologians as the most demanding and distinctive of Jesus’ teachings; in
Islamic thought, the Qur’an’s vision of a community that “commands what is right and forbids
what is wrong” tends toward internal unity rather than universal love of the outsider. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha radicalizes both traditions by making the love of strangers the very content of religious duty,
stripping away any tribal or confessional qualification. The phrase “cleanse the mirror of your
hearts” draws on classical Sufi psychology: the heart, in the tradition of Rumi and Ibn ‘Arabi, is a
polished mirror capable of reflecting the divine light, but prejudice coats it with dust. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
uses this image to ground the ethical in the spiritual: the capacity to love universally depends on
interior purification.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies religion itself as a possible source of prejudice. How does a religious
community guard against the very parochialism that religious identity can generate?

2. Compare the command to love universally in this letter with the Gospel injunction to love
enemies (Matthew 5:43-48) and with the Qur’anic vision of the wmma. Where do these
traditions converge, and where does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s teaching extend beyond them?

3. The letter opens with a reminder of Bukhara’s once-glorious history. What is the rhetorical
and spiritual function of invoking a fallen civilization as the setting for a new mission?

4. What does it mean practically to “cleanse the mirror of your hearts of the dust of ignorant
prejudice”? Is this primarily an interior spiritual discipline, an external social practice, or
something that dissolves the distinction between the two?

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s counsel against involvement in “matters of government and politics”
relate to the universal mandate to transform social reality through love and fellowship? Is
there a tension here, or a coherent strategy?

Women as Captives and Champions in the Path of God

Key Passages

O leaves attracted to the divine! Blessed are you who [like men| have become captives
in the path of the All-Glorious and [were paraded through the streets and bazaars].
One has endured the brand of torment and punishment, had her veil torn, becoming
renowned throughout the horizons and disgraced in street and market. Another was
made prisoner and captive, her collar rent and her hair cut, living with tearful eyes in
the hands of oppressors. Another has seen a hundred cruelties and afflictions, hardships
and suffering. — ABO01508

O handmaidens of the Most Merciful! These endless afflictions have come upon you in
the path of the Beloved. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved. Show forth joy and gladness,
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manifest delight and freedom, for praise be to God, you were made captive and prisoner,
abased and humbled in the path of the Most Glorious Beauty. You saw oppression and
endured cruelty. You experienced a hundred thousand afflictions and trials. You drank
the blood of your hearts and tasted the poison of wrath and drank the cup of tribulation
and became the target of anger. — ABO01508

O speaking leaf, attracted by the fragrances of God, stirred by the breeze wafting from
the gardens of God’s bounty! Your eyes have been cooled by beholding the manifest
light, your spirit has been revived by inhaling the pure and fragrant musk, your face has
beamed with supreme joy, and your tongue has been loosened in praise of your gracious
Lord. Blessed art thou for having remained firm in the Covenant, detested discord, held
fast to the hem of the robe of grandeur, clung to the garment of guidance, rejoiced in
the glad-tidings of God, and been attracted by the light that shone forth and gleamed
from the horizon of unity. — ABO01625

Context for Study

These two letters open a window onto the Iranian Baha’i community during its most violent decades
of persecution. AB01508 is addressed to women who have been publicly humiliated, imprisoned,
had their veils torn from them, and been paraded through bazaars — a form of spectacular civic
punishment designed to destroy honor and deter other believers. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response refuses
the logic of the persecutors entirely. He reframes each act of public shaming — the torn veil, the
rent collar, the cut hair — as a mark of spiritual distinction, a seal of election in the path of the
Beloved. The tone manages to be simultaneously tender and exhilarating: He does not minimize
the pain but transforms its meaning. AB01625, by contrast, addresses a woman who has remained
“firm in the Covenant” and is now charged with the delicate mission of drawing an estranged relative
back to the Faith. She is thus recast from passive sufferer to active agent — “a speaking leaf” whose
tongue has been “loosened in praise.” The pairing of these two letters — suffering and agency, trial
and mission — embodies the full arc of feminine discipleship in these writings. The tradition of
seeing women'’s suffering as spiritually valorized has deep roots in both Christian martyrology (the
female martyrs of the early Church, the mystical theology of the via negativa) and Islamic tradition
(the paradigmatic suffering of Fatimih and Zaynab). What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s treatment
is the insistence that these women’s endurance is not passive resignation but an active participation
in the divine mission, rendering them “renowned throughout the horizons” — the very opposite of
the social erasure their persecutors intended.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha transform the social logic of public shaming — which seeks to destroy
honor — into a source of spiritual distinction? What theological claim about the nature of
honor underlies this reversal?

2. Compare the women addressed in AB01508 with the female martyrs of the early Christian
church (Perpetua, Felicitas, Blandina). What does their suffering reveal about the structure
of religious identity under persecution?

3. In AB01625, the woman is charged with the “delicate task” of drawing an estranged soul back
to the Faith “through tact, love, and firmness.” How does this pastoral mission relate to the
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earlier posture of suffering endurance? Is the transition from victim to agent presented as
natural or surprising?

4. How does the image of the woman as a “speaking leaf” — attached to the divine Tree, stirred
by divine breezes, and loosening her tongue in praise — function as a theology of feminine
spiritual agency?

5. To what extent does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s valorization of suffering risk becoming an endorsement
of oppression? How might we distinguish between a genuine spiritualization of suffering and
the problematic silencing of legitimate protest?

Poverty, Solidarity, and the Kingdom of God

Key Passages

My lot has ever been with these who have not the goods of this world. When we look
at the poor of humanity, we behold a world of brothers. All are the sheep of God. God
is the real shepherd. This poor have been the cause of the freedom of the world of
humanity. The poor have been the cause of the upbuilding of the country: the poor
have ever labored for the world’s production. The morals of the poor have ever been
above those of the rich. The poor are ever near to the Threshold of God. — ABU0933

Consider His Holiness Christ: He appeared in the world as one of the poor. He was
born of a lowly family. All the apostles of Christ were of humble birth and His followers
were of the poorest in the community. This is what Christ states in the Gospels: “It is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter into
the Kingdom of God.” This testimony of Christ of the exaltation of the poor ones in
the sight of God is sufficient. It is easy for the poor, very easy, for them to enter into
the Kingdom of God. — ABU0933

One of the titles of Baha'u’llah was “the poor one”. In Persian His title was “dervish”
and that means one who has not a slave. All the Prophets of God were poor. His
Holiness Moses was a mere shepherd. ALL THE TYRANNY AND INJUSTICE IN
THE WORLD COMES FROM ACCUMULATION. — ABU0933

Context for Study

ABU0933 is a transcript of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s spoken words — almost certainly delivered in the West,
given the direct invocation of Christ and the Gospel — and it preserves a remarkable strand of
His social teaching. The claim that “all the tyranny and injustice in the world comes from accu-
mulation” is stated with an emphasis (the original apparently in capitals) that suggests deliberate
provocation. It places ‘Abdu’l-Baha in a tradition of prophetic economic critique that runs from
the Hebrew prophets’ denunciations of the wealthy (Amos, Isaiah) through the Gospels’ persistent
preoccupation with wealth and poverty to the social teaching of the great medieval Islamic scholars
and the early modern Catholic tradition of the common good. Yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s argument is
more than distributive: He advances a theological anthropology in which poverty confers moral
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and spiritual advantage. The poor are “near to the Threshold of God” because detachment is their
condition rather than their achievement; the camel-through-the-needle metaphor, borrowed from
the Gospels, captures the structural obstacle that wealth places between the soul and God. The
title “dervish” attributed to Baha'u’llah is especially striking: it links the foundational Prophet of
the new dispensation to the Sufi tradition of radical voluntary poverty (associated with figures such
as Rabi’a al-’Adawiyya, Ibrahim ibn Adham, and the entire Malamati current), while simultane-
ously insisting that material simplicity was the condition of every genuine divine mission. The piece
invites comparison with Catholic social teaching on the “preferential option for the poor,” with Lib-
eration Theology’s claim that God is present in the poor in a special way, and with contemporary
development economics’ recognition that extreme inequality is socially corrosive.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not say that wealth is inherently evil, but that “a rich man who spends his
wealth for the poor is praiseworthy.” How does this qualification shape His overall argument?
Is this a theology of redistribution or of transformation?

2. Compare the assertion that “all the tyranny and injustice in the world comes from accumula-
tion” with Aristotle’s defense of private property (Politics IT), with Rousseau’s claim in the
Discourse on Inequality that property is the origin of all human misery, and with Islamic
zakat as a structural remedy. What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s framing?

3. The Gospel passage cited — “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle” — has
generated centuries of theological debate about what it requires of wealthy Christians. How
does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s reading of this passage compare with the major interpretive traditions?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ascribes superior morality to the poor as a class. How should this claim be held
in tension with a genuine account of individual moral agency, which does not reduce virtue
to socioeconomic condition?

5. How does the teaching that the poor “have been the cause of the freedom of the world of
humanity” relate to modern political philosophy’s debates about the relationship between
poverty, dignity, and liberation?

Authentic Revelation and the Guardianship of Sacred Text

Key Passages

These are heavenly Tablets, inscribed by the Pen of the Most High upon the Preserved
Tablet. Such Tablets have not descended from the world of the Kingdom into the world
of mortal existence; rather, they are guarded and preserved in the hidden treasuries.
Should a soul at any time produce such Tablets and ascribe them to the Truth, saying,
“This is the ruby Tablet,” or “This is the fifth Tablet of Paradise,” it hath no foundation.
— AB09643

This is the Covenant and Testament which the Blessed Beauty, in the Holy Land, took
with the Pen of the Most High beneath the shade of the Tree of Anisa; and after His
ascension it was proclaimed. — AB09643
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That Most Great Name is the Greatest Name; the intent is the Blessed Beauty. And
that which is today in hand is the meaning of two letters of the Greatest Name, namely
B and H. The meaning is this: until man knoweth the Truth, he is deprived also of the
knowledge of his own self; for man must first perceive the light of the sun, and by that
light behold himself as well, since without light no thing can be seen. — AB09643

Context for Study

AB09643 is a compact but dense exegetical piece in which ‘Abdu’l-Baha comments on several
symbolic phrases that appeared in forged or misattributed tablets circulating in the community.
The passage is double in character: it is simultaneously a scholarly authentication of authentic text
and a hermeneutical guide to its meaning. The opening ruling is direct: tablets that speak of “the
ruby Tablet” or “the fifth Tablet of Paradise” as physical documents descending from the Kingdom
have “no foundation.” ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not dismiss the imagery but locates it in its proper domain
— the hidden treasuries of the divine — and thus protects against a form of religious fraud that
would manufacture authority by producing counterfeit texts. This is a problem with roots in all
textual traditions: the history of Christian apocrypha, the Islamic science of hadith authentication
(’ilm al-rijal), and Jewish debates over the canon all reflect anxieties about fraudulent attribution.
What is distinctive in Baha’i practice is the concept of the Covenant itself as the authentication
mechanism: the Covenant taken beneath the Tree of Anisa and proclaimed after Baha’u’llah’s
ascension provides a living, covenantal framework within which genuine revelation is legible. The
final paragraph on the Greatest Name and the two letters B and H is an invitation to alphabetic
and numerological hermeneutics rooted in Islamic esoteric tradition (ilm al-huruf). More striking
is the epistemological principle attached: self-knowledge depends on knowledge of the Sun of Truth,
because the light of recognition is the precondition for perceiving anything at all — including the
self.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the concept of the Covenant function as a criterion for authenticating genuine
revelation? Compare this with the role of the canon in Christian tradition, of isnad (chain of
transmission) in hadith scholarship, and of rabbinic consensus in determining Jewish scripture.

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes between texts that remain “in the hidden treasuries” and those
that have “descended into the world of mortal existence.” What is the theological significance
of this distinction? How does it relate to the Baha'’i teaching on progressive revelation?

3. The claim that man cannot know himself without first knowing the Truth — the divine
Manifestation — reverses the Socratic sequence. How does this differ from, and respond to,
the philosophical tradition that begins with self-knowledge as the gateway to wisdom?

4. What are the social dangers of counterfeit religious texts, and how have different religious
traditions developed institutional mechanisms to guard against them? Which mechanisms
have proven most durable?

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hermeneutics of sacred letters and names relate to the Kabbalistic
tradition of Gematria and to Ibn ‘Arabi’s “ilm al-huruf? Where does similarity end and
distinctive purpose begin?
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Servitude as Crown: A Theology of Self-Abnegation

Key Passages

O Lord! Servitude is wonderful to behold, and bondage is before the eyes of the dis-
cerning, and evanescence at the gate of Thy oneness is the ultimate hope of the stars in
the heaven of lights, and effacement is the final goal of the possessors of mysteries. By
Thy mighty sovereignty! If Thou shouldst raise me to the highest horizon of glory and
seat me upon the throne of grandeur, and make my face shine with the light of beauty,
and cause the waves of the sea of perfection to surge around me, and perfect upon me
all blessings, O my exalted Lord — none of these would equal even a tenth part of a
particle of servitude at Thy exalted threshold and bondage before Thy sublime presence.
— ABO01539

For this is the comfort of my spirit, the joy of my heart, the healing of my illness, the
cooling of my burning, the quenching of my thirst, the light of my countenance, the
solace of my eyes, the whiteness of my face, the perfume of my nostrils, the sweetness
of my taste, the peace of my heart, and the tranquility of my soul. — ABO01539

O servants of the Abha Beauty! In these days of hardship there was assault and denial,
there was severity and tribulation, doors were closed, paths were cut off, friends were
forbidden, hearts were saddened, loved ones were imprisoned, while enemies were in
utmost comfort and ease. In such a terrifying situation and dangerous moment, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha wrote to all the friends in different regions: “These bitter days shall pass away,
And once again sweet days shall come.” The grievous days have ended; await days of
joy and gladness of heart. — AB01523

Context for Study

ABO01539 is one of the most sustained theological meditations on servitude in the entire corpus
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings. The piece is both prayer and manifesto: ‘Abdu’l-Baha speaks in His
own person, declaring that no rank, no glory, no perfection in the whole created order would equal
“a tenth part of a particle of servitude” at Baha’u’llah’s threshold. The catalog that follows —
servitude as “comfort of my spirit,” “joy of my heart,” “healing of my illness” — is an extraordinary
act of self-definition. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is here articulating the metaphysical content of His own name:
‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Servant of Baha. This is not modesty in a conventional sense; it is a theology
of kenosis — the Greek term for self-emptying — in which the highest possible station is the one
that involves most complete self-surrender. The Christian reader will recognize the pattern from
Paul’s letter to the Philippians (2:5-11), where Christ “emptied himself” (ekenosen) and took the
form of a servant, and His exaltation follows precisely from that emptying. In Sufi thought, fana’
(annihilation of the self in God) is the supreme station of the mystic; ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s prayer is
written in this tradition but gives it a specifically covenantal content — servitude at the threshold
of the Manifestation, not merely dissolution into the divine. AB01523, by contrast, anchors this
theology in historical experience: the years of imprisonment, the doors closed, the loved ones
imprisoned, the promise of sweet days held out against the bitter. Together, the two passages show
how a theology of self-abnegation sustains a community through tribulation without collapsing into
either passivity or despair.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha claims that servitude at the divine threshold surpasses every conceivable worldly
honor. How does this claim transform the ordinary human valuation of dignity, rank, and
achievement?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s theology of servitude with Paul’s kenosis theology (Philippians 2:5-
11), with the Sufi doctrine of fana’, and with the Confucian virtue of ren (benevolence achieved
through the subordination of self). What is shared, and what is distinctive?

3. The catalog in AB01539 — servitude as comfort, joy, healing, cooling, thirst-quenching, and
so on — moves through virtually every faculty of the human organism. What is the spiritual
significance of this systematic enumeration? Does it recall any other liturgical or meditative
forms in world religious literature?

4. In AB01523, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s promise that “these bitter days shall pass away” is presented as
the content of letters written during a period of extreme danger. How does hope function
differently when it arises from a theology of servitude rather than from optimism about
historical progress?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ends AB01523 with a surprising reversal: now that the danger has passed, He
writes that life without tribulation seems to yield no fruit. What does this suggest about the
relationship between suffering and spiritual vitality? How might this be understood in light
of Dostoevsky’s claim that suffering is the origin of consciousness?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This fourth collection of undated tablets holds in tension two seemingly opposite impulses: an
urgent outward summons to scatter into the world, speak in every tongue, and become lights of
guidance to all humanity — and an equally insistent inward summons to become “evanescent at
the gate of Thy oneness” and to treasure servitude above every worldly crown. Both impulses draw
from the same source, and the volume invites its reader to ask: How does the complete self-
surrender that ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies as the supreme spiritual station become, in His
own life and in the lives He addresses, the very engine of a universal outward mission
— and what spiritual disciplines make possible the paradox of total self~abnegation in
the service of total engagement with the world?
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