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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry
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Introduction to volume 184

This fifth volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha contains several notable items on the Covenant,
teaching, and the definition of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own station. AB02271 is especially important: cor-
recting a poetic refrain, ‘Abdu’l-Baha states that no designation beyond “’Abdu’l-Baha” is permis-
sible, presenting servitude to Baha’u’llah as His title, rank, crown, and “ultimate goal.” AB02118
develops the same theme for a woman believer, instructing her to proclaim His pure servitude and
to cry out “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha!” and “O bondservant of Baha!” AB02069 and AB02242 address the
Covenant forcefully, warning against the “hosts of doubts” and the “birds of night,” while urging
the friends to respond through steadfastness, obligatory prayer, fasting, and the diffusion of the
divine fragrances. AB02032 is a more openly polemical defense of the Covenant, arraying scriptural
and historical figures—Balaam, Caiaphas, Abu Lahab, Nimrod, Pharaoh, and others as exemplars
of failed resistance to the Cause of God.

A second group is valuable for its practical guidance on teaching, translation, and international
expansion. AB02105 gives an urgent appeal for the training of teachers, reporting that Yazd had
repeatedly cried out for teachers and that many regions would have entered the shade of the Cause
had capable teachers been available. AB02622 is striking for its emphasis on foreign languages:
‘Abdu’l-Baha laments the lack of pure and capable translators and writers. AB02057 sends a
servant toward Kirmanshah in the spirit of the Covenant, while cautioning him never to speak a
word of weakness about anyone. AB02071 gives travel guidance for teaching in Bushihr, Jahrum,
Nayriz, Fars, and possibly India, emphasizing wisdom, gentleness, and patience with those confused
about the Cause. AB11829 is of special interest for publication history: it advises that permission
be sought from the Shah or Prime Minister before printing and translating the Ishraqat, Tajalliyat,
and Bisharat for Europe and America.

Several items illuminate social teaching and communal life. AB02098 is a concise and important
statement on mothers as the first educators of children, calling the education of children in reading,
writing, knowledge, and goodly manners one of the greatest acts of worship. AB02243 gives a plain
statement of racial unity: humanity is one race, diversity of color is likened to the adornment of
a rose garden, and the friends are urged to establish harmony and love between black and white.
AB02021 offers a theology of marriage as a divine institution through which multiplicity advances
toward unity and love enters human hearts. AB02281 is a beautiful communal letter on unity,
describing the friends as waves of one sea, rays of one sun, flowers of one garden, and a single soul.
AB12808 includes the practical injunction that writing a will is a definite divine command and that
the rights of family members and children should be specified.
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The volume also contains vivid materials on institutions, charity, martyrdom, and grief. AB02026
praises assistance to the ‘Ishqabad Mashriqu’l-Adhkar as service to the first House of Worship estab-
lished in the realm of possibility, while AB12077 describes the gift of land for another Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar as an enduring sign and a means of drawing near to God. AB12193 is a detailed confidential
instruction concerning monthly support for teachers and their dependents, including Sadru’s-Sudur,
Ibn-i-Abhar’s family, and others. AB02030 is a prayer for a martyr beaten to death in the city
associated with the Bab’s martyrdom, and AB02119 turns bereavement into a charge to descen-
dants to make their father’s hopes flourish. AB02049 praises filial devotion to a departed mother
and explicitly joins the rights of parents to the rights of God. AB02161, finally, offers a compact
mystical exegesis of Moses’ staff and the symbolism of the “right hand,” making the Qur’anic image
a figure for divine power, guidance, and the shepherding of souls.
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AB02089

AB02089

To: Dhabih (Mirza Isma’il Khan Munshi), in Shiraz

O namesake of His Holiness the Sacrifice! Have you forgotten
your title? That illustrious namesake drank the cup of sacri-
fice and hastened to the place of martyrdom. He spread the
carpet of submission and acquiescence, became content with
God’s decree, gave his heart to God and desired sacrifice. You
too must sacrifice and show the face of submission and acquies-
cence. Although a child is precious, yet the cup of contentment
is extremely sweet. It is refined sugar, it is honey and nectar,
it is the life-giving wine and attracts the most great bounty.
Seek contentment, show fortitude, ask for steadfastness, give
your heart to God’s decree. Divine wisdom has required this.
Surely whatever is destined is certain good, assured grace, and
manifest justice. But the servant is unaware, therefore laments
and grieves. Yet there is hope that in times of calamities and
trials, that kind friend will tread the path of sacrifice and seek
the gift of contentment. “Those who patiently persevere will
truly receive a reward without measure.”

Say: O pure essence! Those two blessed birds have flown to the
rose garden of the Most Great Glory and have become intimate
companions with the holy birds in the Abha Paradise of the
Supreme Kingdom. Their song and melody is “Would that my

'77

people could know!

Convey yearning greetings on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the
honored leader and esteemed authority of that region, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and say: The stabil-
ity of the world and the rise of nations depend on the bounty of
the Most Great Name. Praise be to God that you are the man-
ifestation of those favors and the recipient of those bestowals,
you are under the glances of the eye of grace and blessed with
the favors of His Holiness the All-Merciful. O Lord! Aid this
zealous one in all affairs and assist him with abundant hosts
against the people of pride, and ordain for him, O my God,
every joy and gladness in this praised age. Verily Thou art the
Powerful, the Mighty, the Forgiving.
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AB02026

AB02026

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi

O God! O Thou Who illuminest faces with the light of guid-
ance and Who quickenest spirits with the holy breaths from
Thy most glorious Kingdom! Thou bestowest Thy gift upon
whomsoever Thou willest and confirmest him in whatsoever
Thou willest in the realm of creation and origination. Verily,
Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Lord! This servant of Thine has remained firm in Thy love
amidst all mankind and has stood fast in Thy Covenant with
a heart drawn to the highest horizon. Through Thy grace, O
Thou Who art bountiful in giving, ordain for him every good
thing, and through Thy conquering might, ward off from him
every harm. Make him an assisted servant at Thy holy and
luminous Threshold, one who promotes Thy religion, spreads
Thy remembrance, raises Thy banner, and chants Thy manifest
verse that speaks of the Great Guidance. Verily, Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Exalted, the Generous, the Bestower.

O spiritual friend! All that the musk-scented pen wrote to Af-
nan contained delightful meanings and was evidence of the out-
pouring of the manifest light. The contents were interpreters of
heart and soul and proof of sacrifice in the path of God. You
have always been, are, and will be confirmed. Rest assured
that the radiance of favor ever encompasses you and the hosts
of victory descend from the Abha Kingdom.

The assistance for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of ‘Ishqabad was
most acceptable, and this is what befits one like you today.
Whoever renders service to that House of the Lord, that ser-
vice becomes highly acceptable at the Sacred Threshold, for
this is the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkar established in the realm of
possibility, and its servant and establisher His Holiness Afnan
is truly striving with absolute sincerity of heart and soul. Give
thanks to God that you were enabled to render this service
according to your capacity.

Truly you are the worthy descendant of that noble person who
throughout his life stood ready to sacrifice himself in the path
of Truth and was prepared for martyrdom. Upon you and upon
him be glory, praise, salutations and good-pleasure.
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AB02114

AB02114

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Shiraz

O confirmed soul! Your eloquent letter arrived, its contents
brimming with inner secrets and feelings of shame and remorse
before the Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting Lord. Yes, this befits
souls who are content and pleasing to God, and in this station,
shame is the essence of nobility and the magnet that attracts
divine assistance and grace. A servant must be like this, even
if he be a lamp from the highest heaven - he should always see
his own shortcomings, even if he be a most grateful servant.
For limitation is an essential requirement of contingent reality;
complete separation from it is impossible and inconceivable.
But the wise person is ashamed upon realizing their limitations,
while the foolish remain in utmost heedlessness and pride.

As for the matter of speech and utterance, and establishing
proofs and evidence for the Manifestation of God - when divine
confirmation arrives, this becomes simple and easy. Therefore,
turn to the All-Merciful, open your tongue, and scatter pearls
of wisdom. This is not difficult for God.

You had asked what deeds, actions, remembrances and words
are in accordance with God’s good-pleasure and constitute the
greatest elixir. Know that each day has its own requirements,
each era its own characteristics, each season its own founda-
tion, and each time its own necessities and customs. Today,
the most special of deeds and most excellent of actions is stead-
fastness and firmness in the Cause of the All-Glorious. “Those
who say ‘Our Lord is God’ and then remain steadfast - the
angels descend upon them.” And “Be thou steadfast as thou
hast been commanded.” Likewise, withstanding the flood of
tests and the tempest of trials. When one engages in teaching
with perfect wisdom, confirmations will arrive and all stations
will be attained. What elixir is greater than the remembrance
of God, and what antidote more healing than the thought of
God? By thy life! The people are in evident loss, except those
who are firm and grow, standing with steadfast feet in this
mighty Cause. Verily thy Lord is the Confirmer, the Helper,
the Generous.
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AB02030

AB02030

To: Descendants of Karbala’i Sadiq, in Tabriz

My God, my God! You see the oppression of the ignorant ones,
the aggression of the rebellious ones, the assault of the sinful
ones, and the deviation of the learned ones. They attack like
fierce wolves and bark like despicable dogs and harm like sav-
age beasts Your scattered sheep throughout the lands, through
the oppression of the stubborn ones and the slander of the cor-
rupt ones and accusations for which God has sent down no
authority.

Lord, Lord! The crisis has intensified upon the loved ones in
all regions, and the earth has grown tight despite its vastness
for the chosen ones. Their properties have been plundered,
their spirits have been torn away, their trees have been up-
rooted, their children have been orphaned, their women have
been widowed, and their homes have been emptied.

Lord, Lord! Remove these dense clouds over the horizons that
prevent the shining of the lights of splendor, that veil vision,
that dominate the regions.

Lord! Your truthful and trustworthy servant has tasted the
sweetness of sacrifice in the city where the temple of Your
Most Exalted Herald was suspended in the air. The beasts at-
tacked him and beat him painfully with clubs and slaps until
his bones were crushed and his flesh melted. He fell, wronged
and thrown down, unconscious upon the dust, and drank the
wine of supreme martyrdom in the arena of tribulation, and
spent his spirit and body in that position of severe trial.

Lord, Lord! Illumine his face in the Kingdom of existence for
spending his spirit in the realm of witnessing, and distinguish
him among the people of prostration with abundant bounty
and the praiseworthy station in the seat of truth in the Most
Exalted Companion and Your Most Glorious Kingdom. And
assist these children whom he left behind to follow his footsteps
and emulate his character and form until they become signs of
his devotion and traces of his humility and the lamps of his
hopes and the flowers of his gardens and the fruits of the tree
of his existence and the lights of the gathering of his witnessing.

Verily You are the Powerful, the Giving, the Generous, the
Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB12193

AB12193

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Although the expenses of the Holy
Land and the White Spot are beyond measure, and obligations
are endless from every direction, as you yourself have observed,
yet God commands that one must give even in times of hard-
ship and constraint. Likewise in the Qur’an He says: “they
give preference to others over themselves, even though poverty
be their own lot.” Therefore, since his honor Sadru’s-Sudur
is truly engaged with praiseworthy service with abundant zeal,
surely assistance to him is obligatory upon all, and I am pleased
with him for being occupied with teaching. Hence his peace of
mind and conscience must be considered. Therefore, deliver fif-
teen tumans to him monthly so that he may engage in teaching
with utmost ease and freedom.

As we have sent his honor Ibn-i-Abhar to India for teaching
with the American teachers Mr. Harris and Mr. Hopper and
his honor Aga Mirza Mahmud-i-Zarqgani, therefore considera-
tion of the condition of their dependents is necessary. I wrote
to you to deliver fifteen tumans monthly for his relatives to his
honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar. And now it becomes known that his
brother’s wife and children in Tehran are also in great need.
Therefore, deliver eight tumans monthly to his brother’s wife
as well. Likewise deliver five tumans monthly to Mirza ‘Ali-
Muhammad, the son of his honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar. However,
this is on condition that at the beginning of each month he
obtains the consent of his honor ‘Ali-Qabli-Akbar and receives
the living allowance. And if his honor the father is not pleased
with him, do not give him the allowance. This is the condition.

O my Amin! I know that you will say that these souls have the
means for livelihood, but this is my instruction, and absolutely
no one should be informed of these matters. This is confidential
between you and me.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Beauty!
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AB02112

To: Ali Askar, in Tihran

O you who are assured of God’s verses! One of God’s sin-
cere loved ones, that is, one steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament, has offered the utmost praise and commendation
of you, that praise be to God, in love for the Ancient Beauty
you possess a heart like the garden of Paradise and a spirit
stirred by holy fragrances. In God’s Covenant you have taken
firm steps and in the Testament of the All-Merciful you have
a heart as steadfast as a mountain. Should the whirlwind of
wavering encompass the horizons, his attachment would only
increase, and should the flood of hesitation uproot the foun-
dation of steadfastness from its base, his devotion would only
grow. Therefore, he requested these lines be written that their
meanings might heal hearts and their contents bring purity to
souls. This servant too, in accordance with “As for him who
asks, repel him not,” has taken up the pen and written these
words: O faithful servant of the Divine Unity! The Sun of the
Covenant is at the height of its radiance, and today its rays are
the stars of the horizons, while clouds of doubt have risen and
spread from every direction, veiling the light of the Covenant.
Yet steadfast and firm souls are like mighty winds dispersing
and scattering these clouds. Therefore strive that these clouds
may not become a veil to that radiant Light.

O my God! This is a servant who has turned to You and clung
to the hem of Your divine robe and desires to enter the kingdom
of Your good-pleasure. O Lord! Protect him from the arrows
of doubts from those who follow the ambiguous verses and seek
to divide the word of Your oneness and scatter the gathering
of the hosts of Your heavenly dominion and wish to lower the
banner raised by Your merciful hand and erase the extended
shadow which has encompassed the worlds of existence through
the power of Your singular reinforcement. O Lord! Aid this
servant to remain firm and steadfast in that which is hotter
than burning coals, for the hosts of violation have spread and
the cloud of wavering has risen and the raven has croaked and
souls are in severe trials.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB11829

AB11829

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O servant of the All-Merciful! Some time ago the written pages
were sent and surely by now they have been received. And now
again it is being written. Praise be to God, the corrupting ones
have become known, and before the authorities the purity, de-
tachment, goodwill and truthfulness of the divine friends has
become verified and proven. Some time ago a letter was sent
to Tehran giving the necessary assurances and glad tidings to
the divine friends that they should not become dejected and
saddened by the gloating of the slanderers and accusations of
the hateful ones. Soon the corrupting ones will become known
and be disgraced before all. Praise be to God that before
the royal throne and in the presence of the Prime Minister it
has become known and clear that the transgressors and cor-
ruptors are strangers, not those familiar with this oppressed
community. By conclusive texts they are commanded to show
obedience and loyalty to the great throne of sovereignty, for
disloyalty to the pure-hearted king brings divine retribution
and punishment from the just Lord.

Regarding the printing of the Tablets that you had written
about - if it is possible and wisdom permits, explicitly seek per-
mission from His Imperial Majesty or His Excellency the Prime
Minister, saying that they have requested from Europe and
America for the Tablets of Ishraqat, Tajalliyat and Bisharat to
be translated into English and French with utmost eloquence,
and for the original and translations to be printed and sent
to those regions, as there are many seekers and countless buy-
ers. If it is deemed advisable, translate and print them and
send them to those regions. If the just monarch spontaneously
and willingly gives permission, then print them and send them
directly to America and Paris. Otherwise, do not make the
slightest move contrary to his world-adorning opinion. And
you yourself should undertake this service. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02118

ABO02118

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O leaf stirred by the breezes of the gardens! What you had writ-
ten was noted. It was evidence of firmness and proof of stead-
fastness. However, this firmness and steadfastness must be
supported and accompanied by contentment. My contentment
with you will be complete when you speak of my pure servi-
tude at the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, present
proofs and evidence, and cry out “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha!” and “O
bondservant of Baha!” 1 swear by His holy Beauty that no
name or call is as sweet and delectable to the spirit and soul

as this name.

> I am the servant of Baha - you too be a handmaiden of Baha.
Ask God and pray that we both may be confirmed in service.
This is eternal glory, this is everlasting pride, this is the greatest
crown, this is the diadem of every mighty king of kings. What
station shall we seek greater than servitude at His Threshold?
What honor shall we desire higher than bondage at His Court?
Strive in this as much as you can, be enthusiastic and cry out.
This Covenant is the Covenant of servitude, and this Testament
is the Testament of bondage to His Divine Unity. In any case,
you have permission to attain the presence, but along the way
you must speak of servitude to this servant and perfume the
nostrils of all handmaidens with this fragrant breeze, so that
the glance of favor may be complete toward you and you may
witness the confirmations of the Kingdom from all directions.
Now do what I say and observe the confirmation.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to his
honor Aqa Siyyid Sadiq.

Indeed you took great pains and made much effort in the affairs
of [his honor Aga Mirza Jalal] the descendants of the King
of Martyrs. Surely this service is acceptable at the Divine
Threshold.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02049

AB02049

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your letter
was received. Do not grieve over the ascension of the radiant
leaf, the handmaid of God, your honored mother, to the Abha
Kingdom. Do not burn or be consumed with sorrow. Praise
be to God that from the beginning of her life she trod the path
of salvation and grew and developed under the blessed Tree,
until she attained the ultimate aspiration of the holy leaves.
She attained the honor of attaining His presence and witnessed
the lights of the incomparable Countenance. She became the
recipient of infinite favors and the dawning-place of the lights
of bounty. She was set ablaze with the fire of love for the Most
Exalted Beauty and was attracted to the holy fragrances of the
Abha Kingdom. She remained firm in the Covenant and held
fast to the hem of the mercy of the Lord.

At the end of her life she was blessed to visit the Holy Shrine
and circumambulate the sacred resting place. She was re-
spected by all and dwelt in the sanctuary day and night. In
truth, she was worthy of every praise in all respects and was
occupied day and night in worship and devotion until she was
permitted to return and, in the most excellent of places near
the holy and luminous shrine, drank the cup of bounty and
took flight to the vicinity of the Most Great Mercy. What
bounty could be greater than this and what favor more noble
than this?

And ‘Abdu’l-Baha bears witness that after the ascension of the
martyred Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq (upon him be the Glory of God),
you rendered the utmost service and care to that radiant leaf
and were not remiss in any respect, and this is the cause of
my joy. I hope that all children will be assisted to serve their
mothers as you did and become the cause of their happiness, for
the rights of father and mother are conjoined with the rights of
the Divine Unity, and “show kindness unto parents” is a clear
and evident proof. And upon you be greetings and praise in
this world and the next.

;iﬁj\'& "o,\}\} AI”:LG‘ &T)j ‘4;)} dli)\ :)\J

9 u\d)‘}«.\ﬂ JML.A d_;ﬁ LQ(" u)ikz Uc
ol g b uL,-},\,)\f«.\s.\;’-\ J,,\&

“J}/ijr‘@ o b s 5 o
xS Bl awdie Sy, JUT gug m
Wb gl fedalie 5 A2 YB e O
s 5 a2 Sl Sl sy o5 dbs
o oz Ll Jeste 435 Conge Syl
oy i Bazie s sy Olg L b g

Olsy, & pa>

PRENEIEV ¢
;xrj;‘.ﬁ;jjzsfw.&acﬁjd\}b
S 2 Ol il e 50 by s A
Gl 590 5 o 5 2 Sl o lsl
5228 s 0p3le KTl e 2l
rtb:\—)},"mudﬁ@j&‘}lataw@\);
358 3lan S S Dl g s Coa s
Qu%,@\;\#\@\@,ﬁ%;}

Ol 1 O 8l ol

fan 4 Ol Cusle o

dy ST S dae o) ol s
e R .JJ\(.A A O S gm0 )
9 Ceds ‘:?.LV‘ ;—T)j "43)}5_\—&): n&\ ‘Iﬂ
)@W@A)\JM\; L;J;\)g:ﬂlcj
r)bu\.ﬁ\ w\uﬁ))ﬂwu\) .A:J}Ajm
By Ol Cadz & b L == 5
)w\} d}d:- \J_)n\;}.ﬂ duﬂ [ S w\};;
}w\ ;,:.a\»\ &_)J.a> d)"' d)L&LA)JLﬁJ
) e o 15 s bl il

SV 5 N1 G,

PYK.238

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 9


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1484.pdf#page=255

V]

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02169

AB02169

To: Mir Siyyid Muhammad, in Tihran

O you who have drunk from the wine of certitude from the
overflowing cup of the Merciful One’s remembrance, and be-
come intoxicated with the sealed nectar pressed by the hands
of power and might! Blessed are you, for you have whispered to
your Lord who responds to those who whisper prayers. Blessed
are you, for you have clung to the hem of your Lord’s generosity
- He who gives and delivers those who seek refuge.

I beseech my Generous Lord and implore His Ancient Beauty
and His Great Announcement to confirm you in supporting
God’s Cause and serving it through your eloquent tongue, your
moving pen, your radiant countenance, your joyful spirit, your
illumined heart, your capacious breast, your refined character,
your noble lineage, your excellent manners, your pure deeds,
your sanctified actions, your selflessness, your subsistence in
your Lord, your intense attraction, your abundant supplica-
tions, your ardent passion, your great trust, your firm adher-
ence to God’s Covenant and Testament, and your strong at-
tachment to the hem of His decisive, firm and mighty Cause.

My God, my God! This is a servant who has been set ablaze
with the fire of Your love, attracted by the holy fragrances of
Your presence, who has prayed fervently to You and beseeched
at the gate of Your oneness that You encompass his father with
the glances of Your merciful eyes, immerse him in the seas of
Your pardon and forgiveness, cause the layers of light from
Your most glorious Kingdom and highest horizon to descend
upon his grave, and admit him into Your paradise of good-
pleasure and gardens of oneness. O Lord! Answer his petition
through Your grace, bounty and favor. Immerse his father
in the fountains of Your good-pleasure, honor him with Your
presence, shower upon him Your mercy, kindness and favor.
Then make him a star dawning from the horizon of Your love,
a luminary shining in the heaven of Your favors, a blazing
lamp in the glass of Your Cause, a pure and brilliant dayspring
radiating the lights of Your oneness, encompassed by the signs
of Your favor in every world of Your worlds, and included in
the tokens of Your generosity in every region of Your realms
and kingdom. Verily You are the Generous, the Merciful.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02119

AB02119

To: Mirza Masih (Remnant of Name Sake of Bahaullah) et al., in Tihran

O remnants of that sanctified and blessed soul who was the
namesake of the Desired One! Praise be to God that he
attained his heart’s desire, hearkened to the call of the loving
Lord, turned unto the promised Beauty, took shelter beneath
His outstretched shadow, and achieved a praiseworthy station.
When he took flight toward the kingdom of mystery, he heard
this call issuing from the Concourse on high: “Come onward
and hasten!” Wherefore, the companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
should unloose their tongues in thanksgiving to the Abha
Beauty that he hath been confirmed by such a grace and hath
been assisted with such a bestowal. That bird of the garden
of fidelity hath winged his way unto the rose-garden of the
Kingdom of Abha, and in the retreats of sanctity he holdeth
privy converse with the people of Baha.

Now ye should tend his comely garden and water the field of
his love that the candle of his hopes may burn brightly in the
bed-chamber of faithfulness, and become the cause his joy and
gladness in the kingdom of the All-Merciful. Although that
pure soul is now hidden and concealed, praise be to God, he
hath left you in this evanescent world as his remnants, that ye
may take up his work, follow in his path, seek out his aims, and
speak his praise. Consider how a breeze hath wafted from the
garden of his soul and heart, which hath made you heedful and
aware, and caused you to become contemptuous and disgusted
with self and desire.

In brief, the hope of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is this: that the descen-
dents will bring glory to their predecessors, and that the sons
will cause the garden of their fathers’ hopes to flourish. With
every breath, and in a state of the utmost repentance, suppli-
cation, and impatient yearning, I implore the bestowal of all-
encompassing bounty, and the manifestation of the gifts of the
ancestors in their descendents. It is certain that this prayer
will be received and answered at the threshold of Grandeur.
Upon you be salutations and praise.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V) AB02103
AB02103

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O herald of the Covenant! Ole gabee (4

> ‘Abdu’l-Baha has shortcomings in writing and speaking, and
many obstacles have arisen. Surely the friends will excuse this
and be pleased to accept the apology. Know this - that not for
a moment am I forgetful of you, and I constantly seek confirma-
tion and success, and supplicate and implore at the threshold
of oneness.

My boundless hope from the Abha Kingdom is that through
goodly conduct and sincerity toward rulers and kings, and
through kindness and well-wishing to all peoples of the earth,
both sovereign and subject, that land may become a supreme
paradise and that region a garden of delight. We have no dis-
pute or contention with anyone, no fighting or combat. We
seek no sword or weapon except the reformation of hearts and
salvation of souls. We wish good for all and seek eternal suc-
cess for everyone. We speak of that which causes illumination
of the human world.

In any case, the most important matter in this Manifestation
of the Speaker on Sinai is that the friends must, in accordance
with divine counsels and exhortations, show kindness to all
peoples and communities of the world - nay rather, sacrifice
their lives, so that this darkness of enmity and hatred may be
transformed into the light of divine love. Therefore, whoever
oppresses and wrongs you, you must certainly show love and
faithfulness. If they harm you, show consideration. If they
speak ill, praise them. If they denounce you as infidels, honor
them. If they curse and condemn you, show utmost kindness.
And convey these counsels and exhortations to all the divine
friends.

5 We sent Aqa ‘Ali to Egypt in this storm of trials and wrote
recommendations for him, but he could not settle there and re-
turned to Tehran. A draft remittance from Aqa ‘Ali is enclosed;
it has been paid. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02105

ABO02105

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran

O herald of the Covenant! What thou didst write was read and
noted. Its perusal brought joy, for it indicated that the loved
ones of the All-Merciful are engaged in diffusing the divine
fragrances and are encouraging and urging the youth to learn
and acquire proofs, evidences and testimonies. Today there
is the utmost need for teachers. From all directions arise the
cry “Where are the teachers? Where are the speakers? Where
are the guides to the Manifest Beauty? Where are the trusted
ones who can expound this mighty Cause?”

Consider how the assistance and favors of the Blessed Beauty
have encompassed alll For a year now, from Yazd many re-
spected souls have been crying out “Teacher! Teacher!” and
yet no teacher has reached those parts. Had there been teach-
ers, most of those regions would by now have come under the
shade of the Tree of the All-Merciful. Therefore, strive as much
as you can to train souls who can teach the Cause of God. This
matter is of the utmost importance and requires no great ef-
fort. What could be better than for one to expound, day and
night, the proofs and evidences of the manifestation of the All-
Merciful?

This is the pure chalice, this is the mystery of joy,

This is the outpouring of manifestation - now is the time to
hasten!

5 This is the essence of confirmation, this is the dawn of sancti-

fication,
This is the power of holiness - it hath come in the explicit text!

Today there is no station more glorious than teaching the
Cause of God and diffusing the divine fragrances. Without
it, the victory of the Most Glorious Kingdom and the effects
of the favors of my Most Exalted Lord are impossible and
unattainable....
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02098

AB02098

To: Mah Khurshid Shah Kavus et al., in Yazd

O handmaids of the peerless Lord! The glance of loving-
kindness is turned toward you, and the fullness of mercy
embraceth you. At the sacred threshold of the Ancient
Beauty—may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones—ye
are discerning handmaids, and at the holy court of the Divine
Unity ye are humble, lowly, and enkindled servants. The
cloud of mercy hath arisen, and the rain of bounty is pouring
down. The morn of bestowal hath dawned, and the gleaming
signs of grace and blessing shine forth. From the ancient
bounty and from the light of the horizon of Divine Unity, we
implore, with utmost supplication and lowliness, that He may
graciously aid those handmaids of His Threshold to serve the
Lord of all, so that, in all conditions and circumstances, in
every manner and habit, in word and deed, in conduct and
action, they may advance day by day, and may, with the
utmost endeavor, train their children in the manners of God.
For in this Day it is incumbent and obligatory upon the loved
ones of God to educate their children in reading and writing,
in instruction and knowledge, and in goodly manners, that
they may progress day by day in every degree.

The first educators of children are their mothers; for the child,
at the beginning of growth and development, is as a tender and
fresh branch: in whatever manner thou desirest, thou canst
train it. If thou trainest it aright, it will grow straight, and
will develop in perfect symmetry. It is therefore evident that
the mother is the first educator and the founder of the morals
and manners of the child.

O ye loving mothers, know ye that in God’s sight, the best of
all ways to worship Him is to educate the children and train
them in all the perfections of humankind; and no nobler deed
than this can be imagined.

And upon you be greeting and praise, O handmaids of the
All-Merciful.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02071

AB02046

To: Rustam Jamshid et al., in Yazd

O servants of God! What you had written was observed. All its
contents and meanings expressed rapture and attraction and

the desire for sacrifice in the path of the Sun of the heaven of
the All-Merciful Lord of Lords.

O Parsee friends! Give thanks to the Divine Unity that in this
spiritual age you have entered beneath the shade of the Tree
of Paradise and have heard with your spiritual ears the Call of
God’s Covenant and become intoxicated from the cup of favor
of the Divine Unity.

Now is the time to open your tongues in praise of the bestowals
of God regarding the Parsees, and arise day and night to teach
the Cause of God, and bring souls beneath the shade of the
cypress of the divine garden, and cause all the Parsee people
to enter the Most Glorious Paradise, and bring them all into
the tent of unity of Ya Baha’u’l-Abha.

Although some of the priests are obstacles and barriers, yet the
power of God is triumphant and victorious. Be confident and
remain firm, steadfast and established in the Cause of God.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB02071

To: Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar, in Arabian Peninsula

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the Tes-
tament! Give thanks to the Self-Subsisting Lord that thou hast
attained the Sacred Threshold and inhaled the holy fragrances
from the dust of the Court of Oneness. And now, trusting in
God, thou hast turned toward the divine realm to exalt the
Word of God. Thou art confirmed by the power of divine con-
firmation and illumined by the light of unity. Turn toward
the gathering-place of the Supreme Concourse, ask whatsoever
thou wishest, and open thy tongue in praise and thanksgiving.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02060

Through the name of thy Lord, the Merciful, the Compassion-
ate, choose what thou desirest.

2 Thou art the herald of the Covenant and the object of the
loving-kindness of the Beloved of all horizons. On this journey
the mighty and most great power is in perfect confirmation,
and this servant supplicates with utmost humility in the Holy
Garden, seeking success on behalf of the steadfast friends. Con-
vey my greetings to all the divine friends and tell them that
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To: Aga Mirza Ali Muhammad (Eqypt)
O you who are firm in the Covenant! olg, » &b

Two letters from you arrived, their contents indicating
steadfastness and submission. Today the most important
of all things is steadfastness and firmness, for the test is
severe. Among the tests are the movements, conduct, words
and deeds of Mirza Mihdi Khan. You must act with utmost
dignity and composure, and never oppose him, neither in
word nor deed. If someone asks a question, never say anything
negative about him. Your answer should be this: “Many such
books and treatises have been written and published without
end. But the rays of the Sun of Truth cannot be concealed by
such clouds. Its light must needs shine forth and the reality
of matters become apparent. We pray for such souls and, if
possible, we even show them kindness and assistance to the
extent possible, for we are commanded to help every stranger
and be friendly to every outsider. This is our duty. Everyone
is free in their thoughts and words. We have nothing to
do with anyone’s affairs. Eventually these dark clouds will
disperse and the rays of truth will shine forth.” And peace be
upon those who follow guidance.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB12840

Never utter a word of weakness regarding him. The Qur’an
states: “When they pass by vain talk, they pass by with dig-
nity” And say: “We have no complaint against Mihdi Khan,
for this book is not about us - it is about those who possess
these attributes and hold these imaginings.”

In any case, according to the telegraph from the honored Haji,
his health is improving. He had written a letter with per-
fect eloquence and elegance in very fine handwriting which
brought joy and delight. Convey the Most Great, Most Won-
drous Greetings to all the friends of God. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB12840

To: Mirza Kazim (Pilgrim), in Iran

Attracted and enkindled, you set forth on the path of the Glo-
rious Lord and traversed vast distances until you arrived at
and attained the dawning-place of mysteries, the repository of
lights, and the dayspring of effulgence. You circumambulated
the Sacred Shrine in utmost humility and submissiveness, and
visited the Sacred Precinct in complete devotion and supplica-
tion.

This circumambulation in the sacred court of Him Who is the
Hidden Bestower of Favors is accepted and beloved, and grat-
itude for this acceptance is among the decisive obligations for
those who are firmly grounded. It is hoped that manifest signs
will appear from the results of circumambulating the Sacred
Shrine, and that when you return to your homeland, you will
bestow the spirit of life and become the cause of enkindlement
and attraction.

You will bring the friends of God to a state of joy and ec-
stasy, and the friends of the All-Merciful to delight and rapture.
Through association and fellowship with you, each one will at-
tain, like a meadow from the companionship of dewdrops, an
indescribable freshness and grace. All will smile like goblets
and weep like wine-flasks, become like blossoming flowers and,
like nightingales, harmonize in song and melody.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02057

The services you rendered in the absence of the Divine Physi-
cian are accepted at the Divine Threshold and beloved by
Abdul-Baha. If it becomes possible to stay in Khurasan with
joy and fragrance, your presence in that region will be the cause
of gladness to the friends and felicity to the loved ones. This
is surely beloved, praiseworthy and commendable. We beseech
God that your pure being may become the cause of healing the
sick, and that the confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom
may reach you.

5 O my God, my God! Verily, this servant of Thine is broken
before the Kingdom of Thy mercy and supplicates Thee to
assist him in serving Thy Cause, spreading Thy remembrance,
and diffusing Thy praise and attributes. Aid him in this, for
verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, verily Thou art the
Kind, the Compassionate, the Merciful.
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AB02057

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Iraq

O you who are wandering in the path of Truth! Your writ-
ten page was observed and your inscribed letter was noticed.
Praise be to God that it indicated the completion of services
to the purified body, and this service will surely be the cause
of attaining great confirmations. In truth, you endured severe
hardship in this matter, and this hardship became the cause
of acceptance in the Abha Kingdom. Therefore be glad and
joyful that you were assisted to render such a service.

Now is the time to firmly gird up the loins of service and arise
to serve the Covenant and Testament, to travel to the divine
regions, and to seek no aim except the diffusion of the divine
fragrances and the exaltation of the Word of God. And become
so enkindled with the fire of the love of God that you forget ev-
erything except the favors and bounties of the Blessed Beauty,
may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones. Day and night
you should be in ferment and enthusiasm, drinking the wine of
bounty from the hand of the cup-bearer of bestowal. Develop
an impassioned head and a joyful heart until you witness di-
rectly the confirmations of the Holy Spirit.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02064

There is no harm in going to the regions of Kermanshah, as no
news has been received from those parts for some time. God
willing, in those regions the fire of the love of God will blaze
forth and the divine fragrances will be diffused.

Today through the power of the Covenant the horizons are in
motion and the lights shine upon East and West, otherwise
coldness and freezing would encompass the body of the world.
Observe carefully that if this enkindled fire in the Tree of the
Covenant does not manifest guidance, by what warmth can the
pulse of the world be set in motion?

But never should a word of weakness be mentioned about any-
one, and if someone asks, answer that “I am unaware of myself,
let alone others, for I am immersed in the sea of the love of
God.” Be brief and engage in mentioning the Beauty of the
Ancient One, may my spirit be sacrificed for the diffuser of His
fragrances, so that He may bestow spirit and set the body of
creation in motion.

§ o )\ 5o by oliils Oleieo
8 odns G Dlomial] ) 8 e
3haply dad B Coz Jb Oled) s dleLail

Jsffﬁ;» &) Oleis
G5 151 s A1 51l GBT Gl gt )
JSom sl @y, Vs ale B3 O 2
S1E G dimsle s 4l blal 1l
C’i\:\k g}; éb-:” Foyde 2 "cJé')a )L’ Q:\
280 S8 2 e s Olg Gl 2 A

5555 Al ey el sk Cand Tl
8 Hi Ol 2 e Gl 51
§ ar RN ey 4 b o 3l
Shoy ul e S Bl ct 2
b oaloy 1l wles 2L (5, ¢ e

)1 oS 2 Kl daer 5 a2 &3

The letter which thou hadst written to his honor Aqa Siyyid
Asadu’llah was perused. Its reading brought endless grief, for
it contained the shocking and distressing news of the ascension
of his honor Bahlul, that great and esteemed sage. Although
that bird of the nest of truth has taken flight to the King-
dom of mysteries and become the intimate companion of the
Concourse on High in the privacy of the Lord, and has been
delivered from this dark and narrow world to hasten to the
life-bestowing and expansive realm of the All-Merciful - indeed,
though lifeless, he has become alive; though a nightingale full
of sighs and laments, he has winged his way to the eternal rose
garden; though aflame with thirst, he has been satisfied at the
ocean of forgiveness; and though a moth consumed by the fire,
he has ascended to circle round the candle of the Concourse on
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02056

High - yet those left behind are immersed in sorrow, and his re-
lations are full of sighs and laments, burning in this separation
and restless in this parting.

However, we must look to the end, when this separation shall
lead to reunion in the celestial realm, and the fire of this de-
privation shall ultimately be quenched by the sweet waters of
attainment.
tude to receive an abundant reward and find solace in the fact
that, praise be to God, that noble soul was illumined by divine
lights and that yearning one was intoxicated with the wine
of mysteries. Surely in the Kingdom of the Lord he is filled
with delight from the wine of divine forgiveness, and his honor
Sahih-Furush is intoxicated and bewildered by the wine of the
mercy of the Lord, joyous with abundant favors in the shelter
of the forgiveness of the Ever-Forgiving Lord. A prayer seeking
forgiveness for him was offered to the Kingdom of Unity.

Therefore, we must exercise patience and forti-

The photograph of the approved and prosperous building
which thou hadst sent was observed. It is hoped that through
the favors of the Forgiving Lord thou wilt ever be assisted and
confirmed in praiseworthy services.

35 G1p o)y disd Ol o) Oldls
DB e 3 Bl ol 31 8l

e Ol o) § s Sl sl bl
ol oo o ATy 255 01y s plal
5o 1 542 u:}»t» Jlas Oy odsy
a5 o b ) 3 b sy Al (S
B 8 s el bl L, el
Glte O 5 5y 150 5 Gt 51855 OF
O 53 8 ol s )l pla o
5 Sl S5 s sesly 1wt 65,
SKoan oy ool ) P O
S8 O O an ol 53 5 Srshike s S
AL s Glale s sppe S e
f i) e BB B s
dos 0358 Jlyl § jseme e sl oS
sl s oy S aef disdl
PIE PRTY-CORUINCIRI I SR DS

S5t A

MUH3.201-202

AB02056

To: Isfandiyar Farsi

O servant of God! You have turned your heart and soul toward
the path of the Friend, hastened to the blessed shrine, entered
the gathering of the merciful ones, mentioned the kind friends,
and requested a letter for each one. But due to lack of time,
I am compelled to write a single letter, remember the friends,
and send greetings and messages.

For Shah-vir I desire a luminous face and seek an angelic heart
so that he may become a new creation. I count Rustam, Rashid
and Hormazd-yar among the righteous ones and call them in-
timate with mysteries. For Rustam Khudadad my wish is that
he may become the manifestation of the boundless favors of
God. And to Humayun Khusraw convey a message of friend-
ship from Abdul-Baha and tell him to draw so near to God
that every seeker and wayfarer will follow Khusraw.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02115

3 O Isfandiyar! For Paridukht I have offered humble supplica-
tions at the threshold of God and sought forgiveness and par-
don. And for Bahman-rad Rustam I opened my tongue in in-
tercession and beseeched grace and forgiveness from the Most
Glorious Kingdom.

O Isfandiyar! Convey my message to all the Parsi friends and
say: O longtime friends! The manifest light has dawned from
the East of Iran and illumined the horizons with the rays of
the Most Great Guidance. The world is in motion from the
divine trumpet blast and the realm of creation is in utmost
adornment from the manifestation of the Lord God. This pure
seed has been sown in radiant soil. Though the physical eye
cannot yet see it, soon it will sprout and become verdant and
flourishing. Eyes will be brightened and hearts and souls will
rejoice. Iran will become the Garden of Paradise and Fast
and West will become mirrors of the celestial realm through
the bounty of the Sun of Truth. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory!
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ABO02115

To: Mirza Ali Rida Khan et al.

O pure souls! All peoples were awaiting the dawning of the Sun
of Truth, each according to some title or designation - “Say:
Call upon God, or call upon the All-Merciful; by whichever
name ye call upon Him, His are the most beautiful names.”
But the veil of vain imaginings blinded their eyes, deprived
the expectant ones, and stuffed their nostrils, leaving them
bereft of the fragrant musk.

Though Truth came manifest as the radiant sun,
Alas that it came to a city of the blind!

That Light of Truth shone upon East and West, then was hid-
den in the clouds of glory and set from this world, yet forever
shines and gleams in the horizon of the invisible realm of con-
tingent being. Despite this, the sleeping have not yet awakened,
and the deprived have not become privy to the secret. O what
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02161

sorrow for the servants, that they have veiled themselves from
beholding the lights, been blind to witnessing the signs, and
deaf to hearing the mysteries.

But you who have awakened and become aware, who have
discovered the realm of mysteries and witnessed the lights -
you must at every moment engage in thanksgiving to the One
Beloved, mix with people, and deal with all in perfect kindness,
gentleness and oneness. Love all people and be loving to all
humanity. Think about reviving souls and teach the ways and
conduct of the angels of paradise. Nurture the world through
love and invite humanity to beautiful fellowship, so that true
love may raise its banner among all peoples and deliver the
world from ignorant prejudices. And upon you be greetings
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To: Musa

“And what is that in your right hand, O Moses?”! Know
that God, blessed and exalted be He, by virtue of His perfect
wisdom, favored the right over the left, for when Moses, peace
be upon him, hastened to the sacred spot, the blessed place,
the valley on the right side, and turned toward the Orient
of eternity, the Dawning-place of grandeur, and reached the
center of guidance and was guided by the fire of God kindled
in the supreme Tree, he heard the call: “O Moses! Verily I
am thy God and the God of thy forefathers of old. Take this
greatest sign and guide all humanity thereby.” He raised his
right hand, and thus it was named “right” (yamin) due to its
felicity (yumn), blessing and goodness.

Otherwise in the realm of divine unity, all determinations, lim-
itations, indications and directions are nonexistent, for that
station is the manifestation of perfect oneness and complete
unity and pure existence. In the divine, invisible realms there

L1Qur’an 20:17.
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is nothing but absolute unity. Directions only become estab-
lished and arise from the determinations that proceed from
contingent realities at the outpouring of the effects of eternity.

Likewise, due to the impossibility of expressing any aspect of
the Truth in the world of creation except through metaphor
and similitude, so that people might comprehend the hidden
mysteries concealed from sight, therefore He said “What is
that in thy right hand, O Moses?” The right signifies goodness,
blessing, power and strength, but in this station God meant “O
Moses, what is this universal sign and complete power which
We have given thee?”

He replied “This is my staff, I lean upon it” - meaning this
is the power Thou hast given me through Thy bounty and
favor, and my existence leans upon it, for through it I arise to
fulfill Thy command and manifest Thy power and sovereignty
among Thy creation, and guide people to Thy straight path
and right way, “and I beat down leaves therewith for my sheep”
- meaning I tend Thy sheep and drive them to the meadows
of knowledge and guidance and the gardens of truth and piety,
“and I have other uses for it” through Thy help and power -
meaning countless effects, signs and deeds.
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AB02069

To: Shaykh Abu’l-Qasim (Antep)

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The winds of tests are
blowing from every direction, and the whirlwind of trials is
uprooting the trees of human existence. The hosts of doubts
are attacking from all sides, and the scattered locusts of in-
terpretations and vain imaginings are spread throughout every
place.

In any case, that true friend must be vigilant that the waves of
doubts do not strike that shore and the forces of insinuations
do not launch surprise attacks. For the Cause is mighty and the
test is severe. The army of the violation of the Covenant will
advance and attack the fortresses of weak souls, and the storm
of wavering will encompass all and uproot the very foundation
of verbal friends.
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This is why He says in the Hidden Words: “O My friends!
Remember that covenant ye made with Me upon Mount Paran,
situated within the hallowed precincts of Zaman. I took the
Concourse on High and the dwellers of the Cities of Eternity as
witnesses thereof, yet now I find no one steadfast therein. Pride
and disobedience have indeed effaced it from the hearts, leaving
no trace thereof. Yet knowing this, I waited and disclosed it
not.”

O my God, my God! Make firm the steps of Thy loved ones
in Thy straight path, Thine ancient Covenant and Thy firm
and excellent Testament. O Lord! The souls are weak and
the hearts are trembling from every severe test. Protect Thy
loved ones in the cave of Thy Covenant and Testament, and
guard Thy dear ones beneath the shadow of the wing of Thy
protection and exaltation. O Lord! Make them signs of firm-
ness and standards of steadfastness in the realm of existence,
holding fast to the sure handle, O my Most Exalted Lord, and
clinging to the firm cord, O God of the heavens and earths.
Aid them to exalt Thy Name and diffuse the sweet savors of
Thy remembrance, O Lord of Lords!
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AB02020

...5afi ‘Ali Shah is aware of the mystery and wisdom of this
matter, but has posed this question with a certain wisdom in
mind, therefore the answer shall be given accordingly. Write
that firstly, since the ethereal sun is established in twelve con-
stellations in the celestial sphere, divine wisdom has likewise
ordained that the Sun of Reality should have twelve stations
in the heaven of oneness. For when the trinity, which is the
reality of divine guardianship, is multiplied by the quaternity,
which is the reality of prophethood, the number twelve emerges.
This is why astronomers say that the trinity is identical with
the quaternity.

Furthermore, since the words of unity (“There is no god but
God”) and the words of prophethood (“Muhammad is the Mes-
senger of God”) are composed of twelve letters, divine wisdom
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necessitated that the Manifestations of guardianship, who rep-
resent the detailed exposition of that which is concise, should
also appear as twelve, so that each letter of these letters might
be, in the world of dominion, a dawning-place and rising-point
for the lights of oneness. For they are the letters of the Word
of Unity, the stars in the heaven of divine uniqueness, and the
suns on the horizon of detachment.

This is among the divine traditions in the primary manifesta-
tions, as Joseph (peace be upon him) saw in his dream that
eleven stars prostrated to him, he being the twelfth. This oc-
curred in the cycle of Abraham, while in the cycle of Moses
(peace be upon him) there were twelve tribes and twelve chiefs,
who were the constellations of mystical reality and the letters
of the word of unity in that time. Likewise, in the cycle of
Christ (peace be upon him) the number of luminous, spiritual
ones - the blessed disciples - was twelve. Therefore it was or-
dained, indeed established, by the will of the Lord of Destiny
in the cycle of the Master of Humanity that there should be
twelve Imams of Truth. They are the brilliant stars, the radi-
ant moons, the shining lamps, and the lofty constellations in
the heaven of lights and the sphere of mysteries....
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AB02021

Praise be to God Who made affection and love a manifestation
among the manifestations of His mercy and a sign among the
signs of His belovedness, so that the lights of love may be
impressed upon pure hearts and the sun of affection may shine
forth in radiant, luminous beings. For this reason He created
all contingent things in pairs and opened a mighty gate for love
to enter hearts, making the manifestation of His love in breasts
a brilliant lamp.

I pray and send peace upon the luminous Reality and the mer-
ciful Word, the brilliant star and radiant light, the Master of
existence, the Example for the unseen and visible realms, the
Lord of both worlds and Light of the two Easts, and upon
all His guides and manifestations of His wisdom and dawning-
places of His inspiration.
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God, glorified and exalted be He, has willed to gather multi-
plicities into unity and cast into hearts the word of love, so
that souls may harmonize and hearts become intimate and
faces illumined by a brilliant, radiant light from the words “He
loves them and they love Him.” Therefore, consummate wis-
dom requires that all things be paired, realities intermingled,
and beings ascending gradually to the highest degrees of unity
and climbing to the loftiest heights of love, as He, glorified
and exalted be He, has said: “Glory be to Him Who created
all pairs, of what the earth produces and of themselves and of
what they know not.”

For this reason marriage is an established tradition and a
praiseworthy bestowal from the Merciful Presence - “whoever
follows it has followed the traditions of the Prophets and Mes-
sengers.” Therefore we beseech God to make this marriage
a cause of joy, expansion of breasts and attraction of hearts,
and to bless the bride and groom and grant them righteous
offspring, that they may have a truthful mention among later
generations.

O God! O Composer of hearts and Endearing of souls and
Gatherer of all pairs, that they may become intimate and har-
monize and become one blessed soul in this first life and seek
a contented life in the next life - bless these two souls through
Your grace and mercy. Verily You are the Generous, the Mer-
ciful, the Bestower.
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O my God, my God! This is Thy servant whom Thou hast
chosen for the door of Thy oneness, whom Thou hast sin-
gled out for the revelation of the bounties of Thy Lordship,
whom Thou hast selected through the effusions of Thy love,
and whom Thou hast elected for the shining forth of the light
of Thy knowledge. O Lord! Make him a sign of Thy unity, a
discourse of Thy glorification, a scroll of Thy praise, a regis-
ter of Thy attributes, and a tablet of the traces of Thy signs.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Loving.

O sign of the Covenant! Though the people of schism, like
bats, contend and quarrel with the light of the Covenant, yet
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the radiant beams of the Covenant of “Am I not your Lord?”
have shone forth from beneath the shade of the Tree of the
Covenant upon the horizons with such splendor that they can
neither take wing nor raise a cry or clamor. Leave them in the
pit of their obscurity, the stony prison of their despair, and
the abyss of their downfall. They have broken the Covenant
of God and shattered the Testament of God; they have been
consumed by the fire of envy and hatred; they have cast the
Joseph of the Covenant into the darksome well, and sold Him
for a paltry price. Evil indeed is that which their souls have
prompted them to do, and they are in manifest loss.

This perspicuous Standard the Ancient Beauty hath raised
aloft; it shall not be abased. This Candle the hand of loving-
kindness hath kindled in the niche of wisdom; it shall not be
extinguished. Say: O hapless ones! What joy did Balaam son
of Beor attain? What gifts did Caiaphas behold? What rec-
ompense for their deeds did Abu Lahab and Abu Jahl receive?
What great triumph did that sinful outcast win, and what life
did John attain? Ere long ye too shall find your dwelling and
refuge in those same pits. What did unjust Shaddad accom-
plish? What lay within the power of contumacious Nimrod?
What victory did Pharaoh, bereft of aid, achieve? What fe-
licity did the ill-starred infidel seek, and what ascendancy did
the wretched Taqi obtain? And yet, with canopy and standard,
with hosts and retinues, they sought to withstand the Cause
of God; with bloodthirsty armies they contended and assailed
the righteous. In the end they became disappointed and lost.
Ye, then, O children, with this broken neck, what can ye do?
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ABO02159

To: Mirza Masih al-Musavi, in Shiraz

I have seen the contents of your letter and grieved at the severe
trials and painful sufferings inflicted upon you by the People
of the Book without any proof or evidence, and without any
divine authority. This is the condition of the people of the
veil and the ultimate desire of those who doubt. This was the
practice of the fault-finding slanderers among the rejected ones
in previous ages - they would aim arrows of suspicion and di-
rect the poisoned spears of criticism at every breast that was
expanded through knowledge of God and set ablaze with the
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fire of God’s love. Therefore do not be surprised at the oppres-
sion of those who came later, for they follow in the footsteps
of their forebears.

The people of justice will soon pity you and show compassion,
and the Concourse on High will send prayers upon you, and
the denizens of the Most Glorious Kingdom will praise you -
such prayers and praise that will make you forget the persecu-
tion of the foolish, the harm from the ignorant, the arrows of
the slanderers and the spears of the foolish ones. Remember
what befell those in former ages, so that your wound from the
oppression of later ones may be healed. And be not surprised
when wolves are predatory, beasts are savage, and the tree of
Zaqqum bears bitter fruit.

If you knew what trials and tribulations ‘Abdu’l-Baha has en-
dured - what severe afllictions and painful punishments from
the hateful ones and the cruel - you would forget your own
trials, forgive the foolish ones, and find solace from every hard-
ship and adversity. For tribulations have encompassed me as
the ocean encompasses its center, and calamities have attacked
me like winds assailing a lamp. By the glory of my Lord, I know
not which of my trials to recount - shall I mention the perse-
cution by the peoples of all regions, east and west, which by
God cannot be borne? Or shall I complain of the attacks by
the band of violators, which are beyond compare? Or shall I
lament the arrows of calumnies aimed by the hypocrites, when
anguish is piled upon anguish? Or shall I weep from the spears
of doubts that pierce my liver morning and night? Alas, alas
from the oppression of those who broke the Covenant, for they
have made me forget all persecution, wounds and sores from
arrows and spears.

Therefore thank your Lord for the poisonous trials of scorpions
that sting every pure heart, and beware the envy of those near
and the malice of those who watch, for it is a strange serpent.
God willing, you will be permitted to come at the appointed
time, so that our meeting may be a comfort to your anxious
heart and solace to your grieving spirit. Upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Darvish Tavangar, in Abadih

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter dated the ninth
of Ramadan was received. Truly you have encountered several
difficulties in the path of God, but this causes no harm. This is
evidence of nearness to the divine threshold and being among
those drawn nigh to God’s court. As the poet has said:

“Whoever in this feast is drawn closer still, is given to drink
more fully from the cup of woe.”

Reflect a little upon the tribulations, afHictions, ordeals and
calamities of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Every bitterness becomes sweet,
and every poison becomes honey and sugar. And verily I thank
God for these tribulations and afflictions. Say not afflictions
- they are bounties. Say not calamities - they are the station
of the faithful. Otherwise in this worldly jungle, the ox and
sheep are in search of grass and herbs, grazing in this pasture
in utmost comfort and pleasure - but what fruit and trace do
they leave? The true men of the arena are those who bear
a thousand heavy burdens to gain but a token from this field.
They demonstrate servitude at the threshold and render service
at the court. They raise high the banner of unity and play
sweet melodies with the most wondrous tunes and songs.

For the deceased companion Dhabih, supplications were made
at the divine threshold seeking forgiveness and the utmost
grace and favor. Regarding the pains of arthritis that you
wrote about, it is hoped through God’s grace that they will
be eliminated through divine healing. Fish oil and warm min-
eral water are also very beneficial. Now that the matter of
the Turkish flocks has turned out thus, you should travel to
the great Bakhtiari tribe - they are more familiar with the lan-
guage. Truly Haji ‘Ali Khan is worthy of praise and deserving
of the favors of the Manifest Light. It is certain that that
family, especially the honored daughter, will be encompassed
by endless favors. Convey utmost love and kindness to Aga
Husayn Khan, servant of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi, in Alexandria

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The recent letter is being
answered. As for the previous letter, God willing it will be
answered soon. Regarding the matter of religion of Haji and
Jinab Aqa Mirza Husayn, I was very pleased with you. I be-
seech God that the friends may become renowned throughout
all regions for their cooperation and mutual assistance among
strangers and kin. This is among the greatest results of guid-
ance and evidence of exalted virtue. What you sent was re-
ceived and will soon become a cause of bounty and blessing.
Convey most glorious greetings to all the beloved of God, es-
pecially to the handmaiden of God, the honored lady, and the
blessed son.

Regarding travel to Port Said and writing a will - this is among
the definitive divine commandments. It is certainly incum-
bent upon all to write a will, and whenever they wish to make
changes they are free to write it again. You must certainly con-
sider and specify the rights of family members and children.

O my Lord! T beseech You to grant perpetuity to Your servant
who has arisen in faithfulness. Grant him, O my God, life in
this first creation and bestow upon him eternal life in the next
creation. Increase and bless him in all conditions and circum-
stances until he becomes a sign of Your gift among humanity
and a banner of Your guidance waving in the highest heaven.
Verily You are the Generous, the Mighty, the Bestower.

Regarding Afkham and Mufakhkham, write a letter with ut-
most kindness for now, and indirectly convey my affection. Let
them be assured that heavenly confirmations will arrive contin-
uously. Write a complete recommendation regarding Jinab-i-
Adib to Ishaq Khan in Calcutta that they show him the utmost
respect. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02242

To: Baha’is of Asiyaban

O spiritual friends of the Divine Unity! The lights of guidance
have dawned, and the bounty of providence has been bestowed,
and endless gifts have been made worthy. The darkness of error
has fled away and the dense clouds have dispersed. The form
of being has been adorned with a wondrous new garment, and
the world of existence has been decorated with the signs of the
mercy of the All-Merciful.

Now the birds of night cry out from the depths of doubts that
the light of truth has vanished and the signs of the bounty
of the Unity of God have disappeared, that the carpet of the
All-Merciful has been rolled up and the tent of God has been
utterly destroyed, that the breeze of bounty has been cut off
and the light of the Sun of Guidance has become dark and
obscure, that the horizons have been deprived of illumination
and darkness like the hearts of that discourteous people has
overtaken East and West, that the divine rose garden has be-
come a gloomy furnace and the Abha Paradise has turned into
a physical thornbush.

God forbid! They are blind and deaf, they are mute and mind-
less, they are earthworms below ground and the great worm
of the lowest depths. They have no knowledge of the bright
world of the highest heaven and no awareness of the supreme
firmament of “a mercy unto all beings.” In the lowest strata
they make noise and commotion and seek grace and blessing
from the dregs of doubts. This is the apportioned sustenance
of the people of the tree of Zaqqum. “Let them fill their bellies
with it” This is their recompense for breaking the Covenant
of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.

O ye loved ones of God! Out of gratitude for firmness in the
eternal Covenant arise to serve the threshold of the omnipotent
Lord, observe obligatory prayer and fasting, and spend your
time in diffusing the sweet savors of God and in spreading the
Divine verses. Tear asunder the veils, remove the obstacles,
proffer the life-giving waters, and point out the path of salva-
tion. This is what ‘Abdu’l-Baha admonisheth you every morn
and eve.
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To: Nakhjavani, Haydar et al., in Baku

O spiritual friends! When Jinab-i-Nakhjavani was in this Di-
vine Abode, he requested that letters be written to each one
of you. Having now faithfully discharged his commission, he
hath freed himself from reproach; yet I for my part am abashed,
since, having no leisure, I am unable to write to each of you
a separate letter. “Whoever is constrained by circumstances
is excused, and exempt from the imputation of neglect.”1 1
have accordingly composed a single letter, in which I have men-
tioned all the spiritual friends.

Ye are all the waves of one sea, the rays of one sun, the flowers
of one garden, the lions of one thicket, the birds of one meadow,
and the fragrant blossoms of one rose garden: wherefore ye are
even as a single soul, and this letter is in reality written to each
one of you.

3 Render thanks unto the grace and bounty of the Abha Beauty
for having lighted such a resplendent candle of unity whereby
the human world hath been illumined. Whatsoever flaw there
be in our unity and concord proceedeth from our own shortcom-
ing; for otherwise, the outpouring of grace eternal hath gath-
ered all beneath the shadow of a single tabernacle, breathing
the breath of life eternal, and causing the fragrance of the one-
ness of the human world to perfume the nostrils of humankind.

Now, exert ye night and day a mighty effort that ye may be-
come dawning-places of the lights of oneness, and daysprings of
the splendours of detachment; and, with unsurpassed affection,
so mingle together that the cloud of God’s loving providence
may rain down its bounties, and the lights of His divine favour
may shine forth refulgent. Each night and day, each dusk and
dawn, I offer fervent supplications to the Kingdom of Myster-
ies, entreating Almighty God that ye may under all conditions
show forth constancy and steadfastness, fellowship and love.

The Glory of Glories rest upon you.

BRL__ATE#032, MAAN#18
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To: Thomas Mazwell, in Chicago

Indeed, the world of humanity is like one kindred and one fam-
ily. Because of the climatic differences of the zones, through
the passing of ages colours have become different. In the tor-
rid zone, on account of the intensity of the effect of the sun
throughout the ages the black race appeared. In the frigid
zone, on account of the severity of the cold and the ineffective-
ness of the heat of the sun throughout the ages the white race
appeared. In the temperate zone, the yellow, brown and red
races came into existence. But in reality mankind is one race.
Because it is of one race unquestionably there must be unity
and harmony and no separation or discord.

Gracious God! The animal, notwithstanding that it is a captive
of nature and nature completely dominateth it, attacheth no
importance to colour. For instance, thou dost behold that the
black, white, yellow, blue and other coloured pigeons are in ut-
most harmony with one another. They never give importance
to colour. Likewise sheep and the beasts, despite differences
in colour, are in utmost love and unity. It is strange that man
hath made colour a means of strife. Between the white and
the black there is the utmost estrangement and discord.

When we enter a rose-garden we behold how beautiful is the
display of variegated flowers. The difference of colour is the
adornment of the rose-garden. Were it of one colour it would
not have such splendour.

Thus it hath become evident that diversity of color is an adorn-
ment of the world of humanity; therefore it must not become
a cause of dissension. I hope that ye will be the means thereof,
and will strive with all your souls, that harmony and love may
be established between black and white.

SW_v13#11 p.307
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To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Farani

O composer of strings of pearls! Your verses like fresh pearls
were read and were exceedingly sweet. The refrain “We are
wine-worshippers” was fitting and appropriate, but the second
refrain “Abdu’l-Baha, Abdu’l-Baha” has been corrected and is
sent within this letter. No word beyond this is permissible.

The belief of this evanescent servant is that His Holiness the
Exalted One, the Primal Point, may my spirit be sacrificed
for Him, was the Sun of the highest realm, the Dawning-place
of Lordship, and the Herald of the Ancient Beauty. And the
Blessed Beauty, the Most Great Name, was the Sun of Truth,
the Luminary of the Supreme Concourse, Him Whom God
shall make manifest, may my spirit be sacrificed for His ser-
vants.

As for this servant, I am Abdu’l-Baha, and this is my designa-
tion, my attribute, my title and my crown - nay rather, my ulti-
mate goal and my furthest mosque. No word beyond this, even
mention of sonship, meaning “His son,” is permissible. If any-
one asks about this servant’s station, respond “Abdu’l-Baha”
and whatever is sought beyond this statement is absolutely not
permissible. This is my station, my rank, my standing, my gift,
my enlightenment, my inspiration, my illumination, the light
of my countenance and the comfort of my eyes.

O thou who art attracted by the divine fragrances! Be intox-
icated with the Baha’i wine and be filled with the divine cup.
In this feast arrange a celebration and in this battle array the
ranks of war. Be a knight of the field and a candle of the cham-
ber. Take up the spiritual goblet and in this divine gathering
perform a dance. Give defeat to the presumptuous claimants
so that the religion of God may adorn the world and shine forth
to the universe. May the lovers of the Abha Beauty become im-
passioned and bring the world of existence to resurrection and
gathering. This is the counsel of Abdu’l-Baha, so hearken unto
it. Verily thy Lord is the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O true friend! The grieving pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha remembers
you every hour, but the negligent ones and the proud ones do
not allow it, and every hour they bring about some mischief
and lay a trap of great danger for ‘Abdu’l-Baha and those firm
in the Covenant.

At times in these regions they promise and give large sums
of money to officials so that they may - God forbid - accuse
‘Abdu’l-Baha of certain matters before the sovereign. At times
they appeal to the Persian Consul, at times they send that old
hyena of Burujird to the Ambassador in Istanbul, and now
they have sent that cruel wolf to the Ottoman Ambassador in
Tehran. That merciless one has sharpened his claws to tear
Joseph of faithfulness to pieces through endless calumnies, ac-
cusations, lies, falsehoods and plots.

But it seems the honored Ambassador is vigilant and perceives
from their words the intent and purposes of the calumniators,
and will surely uncover their inner motives.

All regions testify that this community is pure and innocent
of political matters, and the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones - in all Tablets, Scriptures,
Books and Treatises explicitly forbade the loved ones from in-
volvement in political affairs and commanded all to obedience,
submission, truthfulness and service to sovereigns. And in the
Book of the Covenant He took a covenant that no one should
act except with truthfulness and goodwill.

5 Despite this, these faithless ones, having become hopeless from
every direction and their banner reversed, have now out of
intense hatred resorted to these means to remove ‘Abdu’l-Baha
from their midst, that they might find an arena. Perhaps you
know.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Khurasan

O divine youth and O heavenly being! What you wrote and
all that you explained in detail was noted. You are right and
I acknowledge it. However, with this acknowledgment I de-
clare that letters were written to you and likewise to your re-
spected brother, the spiritual sage. Evidently they have not
arrived. Many papers are plundered in post offices or become
completely forgotten. Especially in these regions this too has
wisdom, so that papers fall into the hands of strangers and
become a cause of awakening. In any case, be assured that I
have the utmost love and attachment for you. I do not rest for
a moment, nor seek leisure, nor remain forgetful of the friends.

I beseech from the favors of the King of the Kingdom: O my
kind friend, grant that dear one of mine, that spiritual youth
and divine soul, assistance each morning and bestow success
each evening. Make his morning joyous and his night brighter
than the shining moon. Illumine his eyes and make his breast
the envy of rose garden and meadow. Adorn the rosebush of
his heart with the design of the roses of inner meanings and
confirm his triumphant spirit through the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit. Grant him an eloquent speech that amazes the
sugar-breaking parrots, and bestow a melodious voice whose
highest notes set the horizons in motion. Make Khorasan a rose
garden and the Orient a heavenly flower garden. O peerless
Lord! You named him a spiritual youth - breathe into him
the spirit of hope, make him a mighty pillar, and in humility
and submissiveness and self-effacement and detachment from
all else make him unique and singular. You are the Powerful
and Mighty, and You are the Bestower and Most Generous.

And upon him be greetings and praise.
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To: Shirazi, Styyid Mihdi et al., in Mandalay

O friends of the Lord! Although you are thousands of leagues
distant and far removed, yet in heart and soul you are present
in the gathering of the friends and remembered. We are in one
assembly of love and affection and intoxicated from one cup
and chalice. Not a moment passes but that you come to mind,
and not a breath is drawn but that your mention becomes our
companion.

Therefore, by virtue of this ancient spiritual affinity and bless-
ing of this new divine bounty, arise to praise and glorify the
Lord of creation. In gratitude for this gift, become intoxicated
from the cup of the Primal Covenant and the chalice of the Tes-
tament. Mount a steed in this field and with the polo mallet
of endeavor, seize the ball of bounty.

Become illumined candles in every gathering and flowers of
the meadow in every field and plain. Become trees of oneness
and fruits of detachment. Become verses of sanctity and clear
proofs of the Book of Renewal. Become tablets of the Kingdom
and scriptures and epistles of the Realm of Might. Become
psalms of the Concourse on High and the inscribed Book of
the Abha Kingdom.

And all these stations shall be attained through firmness and
steadfastness in the Covenant of God.
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AB02294

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Port Said

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! What you had written
was in accordance with reality. Be assured about these matters.
God willing, through the aid and favor of the Ancient Beauty,
we will not allow anyone to act according to their own desires
in the Cause of God, for the mighty fortress of God’s Cause
is firm and impregnable. The intention of heart and soul is to
sacrifice life in the path of the Beloved. Given this, what other
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consideration remains, even if a hundred thousand arrows and
spears should strike the target of heart and soul?

Regarding what you wrote about the honored House, the Sa-
cred Threshold (may my spirit be sacrificed for its dust), de-
tailed pleas and supplications constantly arrive from visitors
and passersby of that Holy City, explaining the cause of your
grief, sorrow and pain. The point is that this Threshold’s im-
portance exceeds that of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s very spirit - consider
then how honored and revered it is. Therefore you must carry
out this matter in such a way that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s spirit be-
comes stirred with joy. I swear by the blessed, holy and sanc-
tified spirit of that Sun of Truth, the Lord of the House (may
my spirit, being and essence be sacrificed for its dust), that
the ultimate desire of my heart and soul is to be honored to
sweep that pure threshold with my eyelashes. Therefore send
Diya Effendi to go and purify that Threshold from strangers
and engage in service there as my deputy.

Convey most glorious greetings to the honored Afnans of the
Blessed Tree - Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Buzurg, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Habib, and Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Diya, and likewise to the holy
leaves of the divine Tree.
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AB02203

To: Ibtihajul-Mulk, in Rasht

O joyous Bahhaj!

Yesterday, which was the fifth of Jumada al-Awwal, the Day of
the Declaration of His Holiness the Exalted One, they pitched
the pavilion near the Holy Shrine and Blessed Tomb (may my
spirit be a sacrifice for its dust), and in perfect joy and fra-
grance the feast of happiness was arranged. All the divine
friends, from among the emigrants, residents and travelers,
were all present with radiant and joyful faces in remembrance
of God and with gladness, good news and delight at the Day
of Declaration of His Holiness the Bearer of Glad-tidings (may
my spirit be sacrificed for Him).
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Your promised feast was carried out and continued in the ut-
most spirituality from morning until two hours after nightfall.
After the recitation of special tablets, prayers, odes and praises
of the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones) and His Holiness the Exalted One (may my soul be sac-
rificed for Him), and after conversation and counsel, the table
was spread and lunch was eaten in your memory. Afterwards
tea was served around, and then all the friends, with complete
humility and submissiveness, faced the Holy Shrine and with
utter meekness and lowliness we all attained the honor of kiss-
ing the Sacred Threshold.

The visitation continued until about an hour after sunset, and
I lit all the lamps of the Pure Shrine with my own hand, and
on your behalf I perfumed my face and hair with the dust of
that fragrant and sweet-scented threshold. Likewise, on behalf
of his honor Muhammad Ali Khan (upon him be the Most
Glorious Glory of God) special favors were sought. In truth
that day ended in the utmost spirituality, and this is among the
greatest proofs of your honor’s sincerity and love. His honor
Aga Muhammad Hasan, my host and servant of the divine
friends, truly rendered the utmost service, as did the others.
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AB02256

To: Qurban-Ali Parsa (Sangisar), in Sangsar

O Qurban! You are a sacrifice and at every moment you are
offering yourself in the path of the Peerless Beloved, for the
friends are constantly in grave danger and face severe perils.
All nations like bloodthirsty wolves are attacking and raiding,
and all tribes like fierce beasts are assaulting. Despite this
danger, there is no doubt that life is forfeit and home and
belongings are overturned. Thus in truth all the friends are
sacrifices and all the loved ones are martyrs.
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2 Do not grieve for father, mother, brother, sister and loving
companion. The ocean of forgiveness is boundless and the out-
pouring of grace is endless. The glance of favor encompasses all
and the bounty of pardon flows over all. His honor Khudavirdi
should recite a prayer that brings complete forgiveness and ev-
idences divine grace and mercy. The lights of favor shine so
brightly that the darkness of sins and shortcomings is erased
and destroyed. The gloom of night vanishes with the mani-
festation of light, and the darkness of sorrow disappears with
the rising of the star of joy. There has not been and is not a
better prayer than the blessed verse “O My servants who have
transgressed against their own souls! Despair not of the mercy
of God, for God forgives all sins.”

Convey my praise to Mulla ‘Ali-Muhammad and say: O
dawning-place of the signs of guidance! O one enkindled with
the fire burning in the Tree of Sinai! Well is it with you,
well is it with you, for you responded “yea” to the call of the
Most Glorious Beauty and set your heart upon the highest
horizon. In the spiritual gathering you took your seat upon
the throne of establishment, fixed your heart upon the lights
of the luminous Countenance, freed yourself from every bond,
snare and attachment, and escaped from the straits of tests
and trials. And upon you be glory.
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AB02193

To: Aliyyih wife of Baha’id-Din, in Shiraz

O handmaid of Glory! Upon you be glory and upon you be
praise, O remnant of that holy soul who ascended unto God!
Rejoice in the gifts of your Lord and be glad in the bounty
of your Ancient Master. Turn to the Kingdom of your Most
Glorious Lord, commune with your Master and say: “Praise be
unto You, O Light of the heavens and earth, for You created
me from the loins of him whose breast You expanded with the
lights of unity, whose station You exalted in the highest heaven,
and made me a part of him and his remembrance among the
worlds, and illumined my face among Your handmaidens, O
Goal of the mystics! My God, assist me and my companion
to serve Your Cause, to be devoted to You, to supplicate at
the gate of Your oneness, and enable me to raise my voice
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in the gatherings of Your handmaidens with Your attributes
and praise, and to spread Your fragrances. Verily You are the
Generous, the Merciful, the Compassionate.”

O handmaid of Glory! Hold fast to the hem of grandeur and
cling to the sure handle and trust in God. Day and night
promote the Cause of God, for days will pass and earthly life
will not endure and cannot be relied upon. Soon it will perish
and become like a mirage in the desert. Therefore strive for
that which brings elevation and ascension in the Most Glorious
Kingdom, that you may become a blazing star and a brilliant
planet, a manifest sign and an unfurled banner, a radiation of
manifest light and a splendor of the highest heaven. And upon
you and upon every steadfast and firm one be glory.

Convey my greetings to the handmaid who is among the rem-
nant of God’s captives there, and likewise to the other hand-
maid who is related to Ahmad-‘Ali of Nayriz. And upon them
both be glory.

We beseech God to prepare the means for your attainment to
the Supreme Threshold. Verily He has power over all things.
And upon you be glory.
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AB02297

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O honored branch of the Blessed Tree! For some time I had
summoned the Afnan (may the Most Glorious Glory of God
rest upon them) to the Holy Land and they were here. As it
happened, during these days the trials of this servant reached
their peak of intensity, to such a degree that night could not
be distinguished from day. This servant was unable to arrange
the means of joy and delight from any direction. In any case,
the Holy Land is in such turmoil that I cannot describe. The
steadfastness and firmness of this servant and the calm of those
who are firm have maintained things.

And since the causes of dispersion and entanglement were pre-
pared from every direction, lest difficulties arise when hard-
ships and trials occur, it was deemed advisable that at least
they should not become afflicted as well, so we sent them to
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Egypt to wait there until a response arrives from you. In brief,
the arrangement and disposition of your affairs and theirs is
not possible without your coming.

3 As was written before, you had written about the steadfastness
and firmness of the loved ones of God and their adherence and
attachment to the Covenant and Testament. It is evident that
souls who believe in God and are certain of His verses - even if
all who are on earth should arise and wish to cause them to slip
even an atom’s weight, they will surely remain powerless. For
these souls have become intoxicated from the cup of grace, they
seek no intimacy except with holy fragrances and are attracted
by nothing save divine lights.

And the Glory be upon you. Convey the Most Glorious and
Most Wondrous greetings to the Holy Leaf, the mother of the
Afnan. And likewise express the utmost longing from this ser-
vant to all the friends of God. And the Glory be upon them
all.

AFNAN.132-133

ULATJ\ Ol b S f;.:jcjaajlaj.; HPY
KM,\%&L;)L.&EL&MU-T){—MJ
O ad 5 oy Ola 5 Ol O gl
& L,(f Lc‘*' QJ)}\ d‘f.j‘ﬁ

S St ) w5 S IS
Bl 5 e 4 Sl Sy Bl sl
P Boshs Sl polas Aoy 0348 0
w@a\,f\.\zfmﬂ\ol{id}f}&l{
Goyd sl a5 e ols 2N e
B st o) & e ale mle all wehal
o Sl o dBES e e L 4K
G355 Olote AL x5 2 )
\) QL’\ "o.ﬂ\} M:&A "4;)} ;{zlc :L?J\ B
o it s s P gl gl 1SS
S JE Ol de o S35 1y Al Ol

INBAS87:278, INBA52:282b

AB02237

To: Siyyid Mustafa Tabatabai, in Simnan Province

O true friend! What you wrote was noted and studied with
careful attention. From the praise of the divine friends who
have treated that spiritual beloved with the utmost love, at-
traction and kindness, the friends of Qazvin are for this reason
a great source of spiritual joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Praise be to
God that the Blessed Beauty has such faithful servants who
are adorned with heavenly attributes and, like a candle, are il-
lumined with the radiance of sincerity and engaged in serving
the friends with perfect pride.

2 The love of the Abha Beauty perfumes the nostrils like musk
and ambergris - it cannot be mistaken. Consider what a sweet
fragrance you perceived from those divine friends. Can such
holy fragrances be perceived from other directions? No, by
God! The matter is evident and manifest, and the truth is
clear and present.
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In any case, I hope that Simnan too will be filled with spirit
and fragrance, that a soul-stirring breeze will blow and the
world will be filled with musk and ambergris, that in Simnan
the banner of the love of the All-Merciful will be raised high
and the light of the knowledge of God will shine forth, that
that city will become renowned throughout the horizons and
that land will receive abundant portion from the Luminary of
effulgence.

Give Jinab-i-Mu’in the glad tidings of the favors of the
Manifest Light. Convey to Jinab-i-Shaykh Hasan the loving-
kindness of the Most Merciful Lord. Give Jinab-i-Mulla
‘Abdu’l-‘Ali the good news of the favors of the Glorious Lord.
Give Jinab-i-Mulla Aqa Baba the glad tidings of attaining
the favors of the Most Exalted Lord. Give Jinab-i-Haji Aqa
Baba the glad tidings of the gift of the Abha Beauty. Convey
to Jinab-i-Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali the Most Wondrous, Most
Glorious greeting. And encourage and urge Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Hasan Naqib toward the Word of God, for the Word of God is
the bestower of all gifts and the cause of granting the greatest
desires.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02253

To: Siyyid Mustafa Tabatabat, in Simnan Province

O pure and excellent one! Your eloquent verses were noted -
they were the spiritual melody of the nightingale of the gar-
den. Although they were supremely sweet, true eloquence and
rhetoric lie in composing and reciting odes in praise of the An-
cient Beauty, for the Greatest Name alone should be the object
of praise of spiritual ones, the goal of mystics, and the beloved
of lovers.

I have the utmost love for that kind friend and am always
thinking of him. Indeed you are one attracted, enkindled, firm,
steadfast, mindful, suppliant, imploring and humble. There-
fore surely all manner of divine favors will encompass you,
signs of joy and delight will become evident, and the desire
of your heart and comfort of your soul will be attained in both
worlds.
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If the means become available for you to come and return, so
that with the utmost joy, delight and complete comfort you
may attain the honor of visiting the Threshold, lay your head
at the sacred dust, and visit the court of the Friend - you have
permission. Convey to all the divine friends greetings, praise
and utmost love and devotion from Abdul-Baha.

In this land of Egypt, every morning and evening I turn in
humility and supplication to the Most Glorious Horizon, offer-
ing prayers and entreaties, seeking divine confirmation for the
spiritual friends and heavenly gifts for the dear ones of Sem-
nan. I beseech assistance in diffusing the divine fragrances for
those blessed souls. Surely Abdul-Baha’s appeals at the Divine
Threshold will be answered, and those birds of the garden of
guidance and partridges of the paradise of truth will burst into
song and melody, creating such a commotion in this world and
raising such a cry that it will reach the Abha Kingdom - but
with wisdom. And upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02246

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Tabriz

O wanderer in the desert of the love of God! What you had
written was noted and its meanings delighted the heart, for it
spoke in praise of the Peerless Beloved and indicated orienta-
tion to the Kingdom of the Eternal Lord.

Blessed are those souls who spend their days in service to the
Cause of God and sacrifice their precious lives in the path
of Truth. They expend their time in diffusing the divine fra-
grances and conform their every move and pause to the good
pleasure of the Lord of Clear Proofs.

Through the ancient grace of the Generous Lord, we hope that
you will illumine your countenance with the lights of the Great
Announcement such that no veil will conceal you and no cov-
ering will hide you. May your vision’s rays penetrate and your
insight’s lights radiate. May you rend asunder others’ darken-
ing veils and tear apart the imaginary curtain of those who are
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deluded, so that you may truly become one who rends veils
and discerns mysteries.

Until now several letters and communications have been sent
in your name - perhaps some have not arrived. You must
certainly arise in gratitude for these tokens of love and open
your tongue in praise of the true Enabler, that you have become
the recipient of such love and the object of such favor.

Therefore raise your hands of supplication to the threshold of
the Lord and say: “O Lord! Grant this sinful servant refuge
and shelter beneath the tree of Your grace and give me aware-
ness of the truth of Your mysteries. Keep me firm and steadfast
in Your Covenant and Pact and make me unwavering in Your
Testament and Faith, for the winds of test are severe and the
tempest of trial raises dust. O God, make me steadfast! O
God, make me firmly rooted! O God, preserve and protect me,
and make me favored and secure! You are the Powerful and
Mighty, and You are the Peerless and Incomparable Protector.”

And glory be upon you.
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AB12207

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

O thou who art near to the Abha Beauty!

What thou hadst written was noted. Praise God that thou
art ever engaged in serving the Cause and art confirmed by
celestial confirmations.

Concerning what thou hadst written about the bank official -
as regards commerce, you should render whatever assistance
you can to the bank and its officials, and the friends should,
with perfect sincerity, steadfastness, goodwill and truthfulness,
assist the bank and share their commercial information and
show kindness. However, if bank officials make inquiries about
governmental affairs and seek such information, respond with
utmost sincerity saying that we are absolutely forbidden by
explicit text from interfering in governmental matters and
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never discuss or intervene in matters of government. There-
fore, kindly excuse us in this regard. It is incumbent upon
us to show you the utmost truthfulness, trustworthiness and
consideration, and assist as much as possible in commercial
matters, but we do not interfere in political affairs.

As for the books which His Royal Highness the Crown Prince,
may he be confirmed, requested and which you gave him - this
was very appropriate. However, if any mention is made of
the Bayan, say that the laws in the Bayan were abrogated by
the divine Book of Aqdas, for the authoritative Book for the
Baha’is and the reference for all is the Book of Aqdas, and the
Book of Aqdas is the Book of the Abha Beauty and we are
commanded to follow it.

O Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, you know that many laws
of the Bayan were abrogated by the Book of Aqdas and
the Baha’is have no connection whatsoever with those laws.
Among these, interference in governmental affairs is abrogated
by the text of the Book of Aqdas. Therefore say that copies
of the Bayan are very rare among the Baha’is.

; And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11670

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tiflis et al.

O spiritual friends! Praise God that in such a blessed age and
wondrous century you have stepped into the world of existence
under the Greatest Name, discovered the praiseworthy station,
and become among those who prostrate themselves.

This is pure bounty and generosity - otherwise what relation
have these ephemeral ones to this endless bestowal? What re-
lation has the limited breath to the vast ocean? What relation
has the weak gnat to the lofty heights?

When universal gifts accompany weak souls, each becomes
mighty in strength and powerful in foundation. The wingless
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bird becomes the phoenix of the east of immortality, and in this
great cycle the weak ant becomes the Solomon of Jerusalem.

Therefore you must offer a hundred thousand thanksgivings at
every moment that you have become the manifestations of the
favors of the One Peerless Lord and have been blessed with a
mighty gift. And in return for this bestowal, adopt the way of
the chosen ones, seek the bounty of the Abha Kingdom, become
the cause of comfort to the world of creation and adorn it.

This is conditional upon conducting yourselves among human-
ity according to the divine teachings, becoming well-wishers of
kings and subjects alike, causing the life of the human world,
and becoming centers of spiritual inspirations.

O friends! Think upon this night and day and be occupied
with this remembrance, so that the Beloved of the Cause of
God may appear in the assemblage of the world with the most
beautiful countenance and most wondrous beauty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02229

To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran

O dove of the garden of Bahal

The maidservant of Baha arrived with great tidings, with an
eloquent tongue, tearful eyes, and a heart full of spirit and
fragrance. Day and night she sings the praise of the friends in
Iran and extols that kind friend. In truth, she is captivated by
those firm in the Covenant and enchanted by those pure and
free souls.

When she mentions you, she laughs like lightning from joy and
delight and weeps like clouds, saying those friends are lovers of
the Beauty of Baha with heart and soul, and are distracted by
that enchanting Face and disheveled by that musk-diffusing
hair. They are aflame with the fire of the love of God and,
through their complete detachment, they tear away veils. In
the field of sacrifice they give their lives, and at the altar of
love they offer their bloodstained hearts that they may be ex-
alted. They give their lives to reach the Beloved. They become
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destitute that they may rest in the shade of the Blessed Tree.
They sacrifice their homes that they may become wanderers in
the path of Truth.

In short, Mrs. Barney is very pleased with the friends of Iran
and praises them day and night. Now she has hastened to the
Western clime to tell there the story of the Eastern friends, so
that the fire of love for the Most Glorious Beauty may blaze
and hearts may become familiar with holy fragrances, that
spiritual passion and rapture may arise and a mighty melody
and chorus may be raised. Pray that she may be assisted and
confirmed.

She also presented your treatise. Until now I have not found a
moment to study it, though she insisted daily and begged that
the treatise be read. God willing, in these few days while I am
sending off the traveling friends, I may find some time to read
that treatise.

And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO02211

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to Jinab-i-Manshadi was noted. We are pleased
with thee, whether thou offerest thanks or complainest. My
satisfaction with thee will never change or alter, and whatever
complaints thou hast made or wilt make, I say in advance that
thou art right. Therefore, resist the thunder of tests and the
lightning of trials. Show forth firmness and manifest courage.
Do not retreat from the field on account of the tumult of the
times, the cruelty of friend and stranger, and the fivefold afflic-
tions. Be patient, be dignified, be grateful, so that thou mayest
witness abundant aid and grace. The descent of new afflictions
upon thee has caused extreme distress to hearts. Glory be to
God! What a strange mystery and peculiar trial is this that
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demolishes the foundation of patience and endurance! Never-
theless, since this cup is from the hand of the Beloved, it must
taste like honey to the palate.

What is the medicine of the yearning one? Poison from the
hand of the Beloved.

What is the balm of the lovers? Wounds from the arm of the
Friend.

In any case, thy going to Yazd has been tested - in times of ease
the enemies attempted thy life. Now that it is the day of trial,
if it be possible to summon the children to Tehran it would be
better. And if this is impossible without thy presence, what
harm is there if thou shouldst, with wisdom and utmost care,
proceed to Yazd for a few days, gather up thy belongings with
the greatest speed, and bring the children to Tehran.

5 If He bestows the pearl of bounty, behold! hearts are its shells,
i And if the arrow of cruelty comes, behold! souls are its target.

And say: In the Name of God be its course and its mooring.

And rely upon God. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB06781

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran

O spiritual friend! If you knew to what degree my occupations
extend, you would surely be content with just one word. In
brief, all the letters from your honor to Manshadi, upon him
be Baha'u’llah’s Most Glorious Light, were examined word by
word with utmost care. I became infinitely saddened by your
conditions, tribulations and hardships. But the word remains
what was written before - as long as I am in tribulation and
trial, the dear friends must also share and partake, and surely
that cordial friend would not be content for this partnership
to be broken. Rumi said:

“Is it just that I in bonds should sigh,
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While ye on grass and branches lie?”

Friend, do not raise outcry and lamentation. If you dissolve
this partnership, I will immediately pray that means of happi-
ness and comfort be provided. And peace.

Regarding what you wrote about going to Yazd - temporary is
very good and necessary, but permanent is also permitted. I
hope you will become joyful and achieve peace of mind. Until
now, whatever letter you requested for any person was sent -
why do you complain? I hope that when you arrive in Yazd
you will become a cause of joy and delight to the families of the
martyrs, and convey to all the friends, especially those struck
by calamity, utmost kindness and longing on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. I am constantly occupied with their remembrance and
familiar with it, and I beseech from the grace of Baha boundless
favors. And upon you be the Glory.

Friend, be fair - I wrote these letters in my own hand with
utmost occupation. Still you complain! I adjure you by God,
henceforth rejoice! And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12202

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran

O thou longtime friend of mine! The letter which thou hadst
written to Jinab-i-Manshadi, along with the special writing
addressed to me, both were noted and, out of pure love, were
read with utmost care, and I became informed of the events.

We pray that God may confirm the royal dynasty and preserve
His Majesty the Crown-Bearer from the objection, presump-
tion and thoughtlessness of others.

The insurgents imagine that these movements and actions will
yield fruit. They know not that it is the cause of the ruin
of government and nation, for agitation and rashness become
the cause of disturbing the comfort of all, and the army of
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turmoil and discord will make its assault, foundations will be
overthrown and the nation will be trampled underfoot.

The nation must, in complete tranquility and composure, obe-
dience and deliberation and stability, present its desires before
the court. Assuredly the love and kindness and justice and
goodwill which are inherent in the nature of the sovereign will
become the cause of ease and comfort to the nation and the
realization of the heart’s desire of the people. But from tu-
mult and agitation and clamor and turmoil and uproar and
commotion no result will be obtained save the failure of hopes.

We have nothing to do with these affairs. We are occupied with
our own condition and we hope to act according to that which
we are obligated to by the divine text, and that is obedience to
the government and goodwill toward all nations of the world,
and peace and reconciliation with all peoples and communities.
We beseech God that we may remain firm and steadfast in this
sound and solid station.

The divine friends must never interfere in these matters and
must completely avoid them, and engage in that which is con-
ducive to the glory of the eternal government and kindness and
goodwill toward all of Iran.

And upon thee be greetings and praise. The verses have been
noted and are being returned.
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AB02264

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter was received and its
details were noted. Praise be to God that the Western travelers
are journeying to the East with the utmost joy and fragrance.
The purpose is that they may return with the utmost gladness.

Similarly, information was received about the movements and
conduct of the agitators. How mindless and senseless these
They never reflect on the consequences of affairs
- that opposition of the nation to the government causes the
abasement of the country.

souls are!
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Praise be to God, His Imperial Majesty shows the utmost kind-
ness. The nation must be in a position of obedience and submis-
sion, demonstrate steadfastness in loyalty to the government,
and present its petitions with complete humility and meekness.
Surely royal justice will assist and command whatever causes
the happiness of government and people, and with utmost com-
fort, the organization of affairs and unity of government and
people will be achieved. This is the way - not through rowdi-
ness, clamor, impudence and tumult.

In any case, the friends must act with complete sincerity to-
ward the government, stay away from the agitators, and remain
aloof from all parties. In all circumstances, they must focus
their thoughts on educating people so that the nation becomes
educated and knowledgeable. When this purpose is achieved,
the prosperity of government and people will become manifest
and evident.

Act in such a way that souls immersed in carnal desires become
spiritual, become merciful, become illumined, become divine,
become heavenly, become free from every bond, and become
pure and unsullied from every defilement. The divine fragrance
must reach the nostrils and the realm of the All-Merciful must
enter the heart. The breath of the Holy Spirit must give life
and the earthly human must become heavenly. This is our
duty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02210

To: Muhammad Ali Khan Baha'’i, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
didst write to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqi was noted. The news
of the establishment of the spiritual gathering brought joy and
delight, for whatever exists in the realm of possibility and to
which other people are accustomed does not bring happiness
and gladness to the soul and conscience, nor does it make the
illumined heart a companion of the divine fragrance. Rather,
every piece of news that, like musk and ambergris, bestows a
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perfumed fragrance is life-giving; otherwise it is merely tempo-
ral events without benefit or fruit.

In any case, through the effulgence of the grace of the Light
of Truth - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones -
it is hoped that that gathering will, with the utmost wisdom,
become the cause of enlightening hearts and dispelling sorrows.
Regarding Jalal, thou hadst written - deal with him with the
utmost humanity. “Treat your weak ones with care as long as
you are in the house, and greet the people as long as you are in
the neighborhood.” Never should a word that causes complaint
issue from anyone’s tongue. God says in the Qur’an, addressing
His Holiness the Messenger, peace be upon Him: “Had you
been harsh and hard-hearted, they would have scattered from
around you.”

The friends of God must, in every case, be the manifestation of
perfection and be at the height of training and refinement. Re-
cite a secret in the ear of Hormuz, and it is this: steadfastness,
firmness and constancy open the gates of eternal glory, and in
this first life and the next life - this world and the hereafter -
the ultimate hopes are achieved.

Convey greetings and praise to Jinab-i-Mirza Yusuf Khan and
Mu’tadidu’l-Hukama, and on behalf of this servant, with the
utmost longing, convey the most wondrous and glorious greet-
ings to His Honor Ra’is-i-Anis-i-Jalil. And I hope that His
Honor Ibtihaj will be a brilliant lamp. And upon thee be greet-
ings and praise.
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AB02304

To: Shahhanshah Baygum mother of Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

Glory be to Thee, O my God, and praise be to Thee! How
mighty is Thy power, how great Thy sovereignty, how evident
Thy proof, how manifest Thy dominion!

Thy mercy hath preceded all things and Thy bounty hath en-
compassed all, such that Thou didst create noble essences and
pure, subtle realities and wondrous, sublime, luminous beings
that were illumined by the lights of the dawn of Thy manifesta-
tion, and brightened by the radiant beams from the sun of Thy
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generosity and the luminary of the horizon of Thy gifts. They
were attracted by Thy fragrances, gladdened by Thy sweet sa-
vors, quickened by Thy raptures, and enkindled by the fire
ignited from the Tree of Thy Sinai.

Thine is the grace, Thine the gratitude, Thine the favor for
having brought into being and created spiritual identities, di-
vine leaves, lordly essences and heavenly realities, each one of
them devoted to Thee, supplicating at Thy gate, imploring
at Thy threshold, speaking Thy praise, yearning for Thy pres-
ence, gazing toward Thy most exalted horizon, turning to Thy
most glorious horizon, anticipating the descent of Thy great-
est mercy, drawn to Thy most exalted Kingdom, firm in Thy
Covenant and Testament, steadfast in Thy Cause and loyalty,
clinging to Thy most sure handle, holding fast to the hem of
Thy greatest compassion, triumphant in this world and the
next.

Among them is Thy handmaiden who believed in Thee and
in Thy signs, who submitted to Thy might and sovereignty,
who was humble before Thy dominion and power, who was
consumed by love for Thy beauty, in whose members the spirit
of Thy love coursed like blood, in whose heart the spirit of
knowledge flowed like life through her parts. Thou knowest, O
my God, the heat of her burning, the intensity of her sighing,
her excessive crying and the flames of her ardor.

5 Therefore shower upon her the glances of Thy merciful eye,
adorn her with the ornament of the traces of Thy mercy, crown
her head with the crown of those who have attained Thy pres-
ence and taken shelter in Thy vicinity, and accept from her
this table which she hath spread for Thy loved ones. Verily
Thou art the All-Generous, the All-Merciful.
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AB02180

To: Baha’is of Usku et al.

O my God, my God! These are servants who have acknowl-
edged the word of Thy oneness and recognized the manifesta-
tion of the Beauty of Thy singleness from the dawning-place of
Thy mercy. They have been set aflame by the fire kindled in
the Tree of Thy Lordship and have rejoiced at the shining forth
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of the light of Thy divinity from the dayspring of the manifes-
tation of Thy reality. The oceans of Thy love have surged in
their breasts, and the pearls of Thy knowledge have gleamed
upon their throats. The lights of Thy bounty have shone upon
their foreheads, and the rays of Thy grace have radiated from
their faces. Their necks have bowed down before Thy glory,
their heads have been humbled before Thy grandeur, and their
faces have submitted to Thy Word.

O Lord! Make them signs of Thy Cause in Thy lands, banners
of Thy glory among Thy servants, emblems of Thy religion in
Thy realm, manifestations of Thy generosity in Thy creation,
lamps of Thy remembrance among Thy creatures, stars of Thy
knowledge in the highest heaven, and planets of Thy love in
the horizon of eternity. Make them brilliant proofs of Thy
manifestation among the people and radiant tokens of Thy
recognition among all created things.

O Lord! Make them eyes of Thy mercy for humanity, trees of
Thy grace bearing the fruits of fidelity, clouds of Thy generosity
raining upon the earth, breezes of Thy guidance blowing from
the direction of bounty, fragrances from the gardens of Thy
oneness in the verdant groves, and drops from the clouds of
Thy bounty for the people of the Garden of Refuge. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.

O Lord! These are the poor who have taken refuge in the
hem of Thy riches, the weak who have sought shelter in the
stronghold of Thy glory, and the sick who have pleaded with
the kingdom of Thy healing. Ordain for them every good
through Thy great favor.

O Mirza Haydar-‘Ali, upon thee be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious. You have been and are always in our thoughts, and
during the times of visiting the sacred dust of the Holy Thresh-
old - may my spirit be sacrificed for its earth - we remember
you. His Holiness, my spirit and fragrance and joy of my heart,
His Holiness the Most Pure Branch - may the spirit of the be-
lievers be sacrificed for him - has mediated this missive.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Pt G SEme J Sl a0
Sk pgalor G S 5l Y
el Cais s gy 0 Sale G2
sy Ko
mﬁ"ﬁv

PRELS N RE RO IEY O &l
3 S Slad 5 Sule oy Sz ol
T 0 San G Sopr plis y Sk
M B3 S 052 5 SEs 0 ST$
&‘ﬂjﬁc”dbév(:;vﬂfj
Gy Sbe aly 5 MWy Sk Olasy

RENN

D oyl Sl e réler| Oy )
&5 ;,\4 B ;b}” )LEL Sjo.ﬂ\ &Laﬁ
o B Salas ALy oLl e 5 LU
G Sedel Bl Sl @l Co

s Il s il el (S g,

5 Kele L 13Y eB Vi O
‘}\?L\ &L{at/} gﬁ?)&c O{‘) L;‘ \})Teua.{a
Sy o o505 Stz o K

ol

Al e e de e e BT Ol
diwd g 05y bl s Ol & 02 @Y
Gy e Ol L7 L) Ol s
G ey daade 1ok ol & )
Al b O 031F 2 p 5 B
55 o Sl il el s 4

Noge p 1y

MJMJ3.034, MMG2+#269 p.300

95


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA3/mma3-36.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-303.html

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02255

ABO02255

To: Baha’is of Zavarih

O beloved precious ones of Abdu’l-Baha! Just now, in a state
of extreme weariness and exhaustion, I glanced at a letter
mentioning the friends in Zavarih. Immediately my languor
was transformed into joy, and my fatigue and exhaustion were
changed into comfort, expansion and delight. As Sa’di says:

“Whence comes this minstrel, who hath named my Friend?
My life, my robe, upon that word I spend.

The heart revives in hope His face to see;

The soul in rapture hears Love’s melody.”

In any case, I recalled your tribulations and remembered your
calamities and afflictions. I hope that these tribulations and
ordeals may become divine bounties and gifts, and that this
oppression and tyranny may become the cause of the aid and
favor of the Ancient Beauty. Since this is so, God willing, those
beatings and whippings with sticks and clubs are blessed. Even
jest is sometimes necessary to change one’s mood, especially
remembering the friends which brings delight and joy to heart
and soul, and bestows expansion and gladness.

The Ancient Beauty and the Exalted One - may my spirit be
sacrificed for Their servants - rose and shone forth from the
horizon of the most great tribulation and countless afflictions.
They drained the cup of tribulation and tasted the poison of
cruelty, and endured imprisonment, beating, exile, and the
taunts of enemies and abuse of the hateful ones, and experi-
enced every kind of hardship and adversity. After this, how
could Their faithful friends ever desire the cup of pleasure?
God forbid! Unless they forget those favors and pursue their
own desires and become captives to their own selves - then they
would seek comfort and ease, and desire pleasure and wealth.
Praise be to God, those friends are intoxicated with the wine
of those two kind Beloved Ones. Surely they desire a thousand
kinds of tribulations in this path.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in India

...In these days the Holy Land is in turmoil. A group came from
the great city and made rebellious and secret investigations
and left. The matter is still in consultation and has not yielded
results. What is certain is that the intention is not good. What
else God wills remains to be seen. Therefore the firm and
steadfast friends must be ready and prepared so that if the
Holy Land becomes disordered, they may protect the Cause of
God, gather together the loved ones of God, and raise high the
Word of God until all the world awakens - so that no weakness
may come to the Cause of God from the turmoil in the Holy
Land.
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AB02296

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai

O gentle and beloved branch from the Divine Lote-Tree! I have
become acquainted with the contents of your noble letter and
read it, delighting in its expressions and allusions which spoke
of the intensity of your fire in the love of God, the clamor of
your innermost heart at your separation from the circling-place
of the Supreme Concourse, your steadfastness in the religion

of God, and the firmness of your adherence to the Law of God.

For one such as yourself, who is related to the Divine Root and
the Heavenly Source, it behooves you to show forth constancy
and steadfastness, and that insight which leads, guides and
directs to salvation, so that you may be safe from all directions
against the onslaughts of doubts.

By the life of God, O fresh branch! There have been ordained
for the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree stations that are hidden
from eyes and sight, and ranks to which the birds of thought
of the wise and understanding cannot soar. Attaining these
depends upon steadfastness in the religion of God and arising
to serve the Cause of God. I beseech my Lord, the Glorious,
the Most Glorious, that He may graciously bestow upon His
poor, distressed servant who has taken refuge in the firm cord,
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that he may see the Afnan of the Blessed Tree as goodly trees
growing up, firm of root, lofty of branch, verdant, fresh, and
flourishing, watered by the clouds of the Most Great Bounty
and bearing fruits such as no eye has seen nor ear heard. Verily,
He is the All-Bountiful, the Bestower.

Concerning penmanship and calligraphy practice, strive
nightly, and likewise in the acquisition of knowledge and
composition to the extent possible. Since divine confirmation
is the supporter and helper of the Afnan, they will soon
progress in all aspects. Regarding visiting at this time,
since the summer air in these parts changes due to severe
humidity and various illnesses overcome strangers, postpone
the pilgrimage to the cool days of winter. And the Glory be
upon you and upon all the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree in
all regions.
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AB02309

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney

...O handmaiden of Baha, it appears the printed treatises are
ready. Appreciate the value of these favors and arise to fulfill
what these bestowals require, for these treatises will henceforth
create such a resonance throughout the world that humanity
will be astonished. Appreciate their value, appreciate their
value, that they may have effect in the world of existence.

O handmaiden of Baha! Strive with all your soul and detach
yourself from the comfort, pleasure and joy of this mortal world.
Be like those maidens who sacrificed themselves and gave up
comfort and pleasure, and shine forever like stars from the hori-
zon of the Kingdom, so that you may become a manifestation
of faithfulness and a cause of illumination to the human world.
If you desire faithfulness with God, speak thus and seek thus....
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To: Mihraban Biman (Bombay)

O servant of Baha! Praise thou God that thou didst make the
voyage by sea and didst arrive at the Threshold of the Abha
Beauty; that thou didst circumambulate the holy dust, didst
lay thy face upon the Threshold of the Lord God, didst escape
from loss and didst attain unto boundless gain.

Now return thou with a glad-tiding that quickeneth the soul,
and with a message of joy that is the light of the eye and of
the sight. Give unto the friends of God the good news of tri-
umph, bestow upon the spiritual companions the tidings of
the mercy of the All-Merciful, and make them hopeful of the
bounty of the Lord God. Say: The least of the servants of Baha,
‘Abdu’l-Baha, is, at every morn, gladdened and smiling in re-
membrance of the friends, and at every eve, with tearful eyes,
at the Threshold of the Divine Unity, imploreth forgiveness
for the loved ones, beseecheth confirmations, and entreateth
success. His hope is this: that each one of the friends may be-
come, in the Abha Paradise, a blessed tree, laden with leaves
and fruit, and may shine as the stars in the zenith of heaven.

O friends! The doors of the bounty of that loving Beloved are
flung open wide. Be ye, therefore, companions and intimates
in His remembrance, that ye may obtain universal bestowal
and everlasting joy. The time is come for you to serve the
cause of universal peace and to raise aloft the peace-bestowing
banner. Be ye loving friends to all the peoples of the world, and
compassionate companions to the spiritual friends. Sacrifice
your lives, that ye may behold prosperity; show forth loving-
kindness, that ye may find gladness. Become unto all mankind
brethren cherishing love, and unto all nations comforters and
guides. May your souls be gladdened.

O kind mother! The seeker of love hath taken in hand a cup of
pardon and forgiveness, hath arrayed herself in the robe of re-
mission, hath placed upon her head a diadem of the bounty of
God, and, in the Kingdom of holiness, hath become the mani-
festation of the favors of the merciful Lord. Be thou joyful and
thankful, assured and delighted. May thy soul be gladdened.
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To: Mirza Abdu’llah Nuri

O wanderer in the desert of the love of God and one distraught
and enraptured by the Beauty of God! Upon you be the glory
of God, His grace, His generosity, His beneficence and His fa-
Vors.

You know nothing of the anguish on the day of ascension, the
agony of souls, the flowing of tears, the burning and the des-
olation of separation from the Beloved of all horizons. You
have but a distant connection to the fire, for those lovers who
were afflicted in the desert of separation heard some news and
observed some traces.

3 But those souls who were in the presence of the Beauty, in-
toxicated with the wine of reunion, present before the throne
and gazing upon the incomparable countenance - suddenly the
sun in the heaven of sanctity set at its zenith of radiance and
brilliance, and intense darkness encompassed all six directions,
and the pillars of contingent being were shaken, and the sea of
trials surged and heaved, and the winds of tests blew fiercely,
and the greatest tempest arose, and four waves of turmoil sur-
rounded the ships of existence of these helpless ones, casting
them into a terrible whirlpool with hope of deliverance cut off,
and the fragments were scattered apart - until the divine call
was heard by the spiritual ear from the Most Glorious Con-
course and the Supreme Kingdom: “We shall show you from
Our most glorious horizon and assist whoever arises to aid Our
Cause with hosts from the Supreme Concourse and a company
of favored angels.”

This gave strength to hearts, new life to souls, breezes of grace
to spirits, and vitality and bounty to bodies.

In any case, if you seek life for the soul, arise to serve the
Cause, and if you desire the waves of the Supreme Concourse,
set a vessel sailing on this Most Great Sea, and if you seek the
outpourings of the Most Glorious Kingdom, take flight in this
divine atmosphere.
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AB12858

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani

O thou whom God hath aided to diffuse the fragrances of God
and to exalt the Word of God!...

...in Gilan and Isfahan, and most especially in Yazd and other
regions, and though the divines of outward form have, like unto
a deadly simoom, bestirred themselves, yet have the loved ones
of God likewise arisen with the utmost constancy and stead-
fastness. They have made their loyal breasts the target for
every shaft of cruelty, and all, with joy and gladness, have
in the arena of sacrifice and certitude raised such a cry as to
confound all peoples and kindreds. In Yazd a number, with
the utmost steadfastness, drank the cup of martyrdom; and in
sundry places certain of the righteous were seized by ignorant,
frivolous, abject, and God-forsaken wretches, and from the vi-
olence of their blows surrendered up their lives. As yet only a
brief account of these events hath arrived; the full particulars
remain unknown....
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AB02260

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir (Isfahan)

O thou who art illumined by the lights of the Abha Kingdom!

A soul enkindled with the fire of the love of God is present, has
entered the gathering of the spiritual ones, is circling round the
Ka’bah of the yearning ones, and is embarking upon return to
the divine realm. As he set out to return, he desired a gift and
token from this wanderer in the wilderness of the love of God
for that one who thirsts for the wine of divine favor. Therefore
we wished to send a gift from which the sweet fragrance of
the All-Merciful might reach the nostrils and the perfume of
the spiritual gardens might spread. And this can be nothing
but the mention of the Abha Beauty and the Most Exalted
Beloved.

You are under the shade of the Tree of Providence and beneath
the glances of the Eye of Divine Mercy. The lights of the
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Abha Kingdom have encompassed the heavenly realms, and
the waves of the Most Great Ocean have poured forth upon the
arena of existence. The outpourings of the divine cloud have
made the grounds of realities and essences green and verdant,
and the effulgences of the Sun of Truth have illumined both
East and West.

O loved ones of God! You are candles lit by the hand of divine
bounty - seek not extinction nor grow cold. You are saplings in
the garden of grace - desire not wilting nor ask for leaflessness.
O blessed tree, this is the time of blossoms and fruits, the
season of fresh produce. Be so firm and steadfast in the Cause
of God and the love of God that you become the envy of Mount
Qaf and the object of admiration for the pillars of the world
of creation. This is the fruit of the trees of oneness and the
flowers of the rose-garden of uniqueness.

5 Whatever you observe in this mortal world is a passing shadow
and vain imaginings. Soon all that is seen will become scat-
tered dust, and manifest will become the truth of “Has there
not come upon man a time when he was not a thing remem-
bered?” Therefore seek thou the everlasting kingdom and eter-
nal glory. Rise from the luminous horizon of eternity so that
thou mayest shine forth like a brilliant star.

Fao £ V-E-"‘ﬁ C\f\) Sl 0358 dbls|
Pl (A plE Sloys 005 asbl sy
5 Cwlongl g e |y Olel y Ble-
oo Lol 5 Golie Cad e Uz

Cowsl o.:;

O P R I P I Y
S b 3 2al Gl din L) Con
alles §5 00 dile 2 QUL as
49;§- Sy SHle £ () dalz 5Jd;
us'-}&\/\ﬁ, a,»(.K..a}w\Jc}
OB Jor S 8 Bl Sy 5 S A
i) sl e f1g it 5 655
a5 51 Sl g gl

b Sl saslie 36l o) s &£ 5
k> T e b gl okl
ol e 3 JA 5 N el s
A Ly ‘);*Wug.éﬁv\” O
Glasle 20 5 b GL S 5 o5
£ O b 53 Al dlasle Gl )
¢35 bl gk

MMK3#237 p.170

AB02225

To: Mirza Jalil (Khuy)

O Jalil of beautiful character! Blessed art thou for being in-
toxicated with the wine of the Covenant! Blessed art thou
for kindling the fire of the love of the Beloved of all horizons!
Blessed art thou for being a world-consuming flame of love and
longing! Blessed art thou for diffusing the divine fragrances!
Blessed art thou for being a herald of God’s Name! Though
there may be shortcomings in writing, praise be to God that
there shall be no deficiency in beautiful mention and remem-
brance of his honor Jalil, and in seeking confirmation and be-
seeching divine assistance.

O Lord! This is a servant who has cast off from his temple the
tattered garment and donned the new robe, who has detached
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himself from his spirit, his self, his sleep, his rest, his family,
his people, his pleasures, his provisions and his clan, and has
made all his prayers and remembrances a single prayer, and
his condition in Thy service eternal. O Lord! Assist him with
the hosts of the Supreme Concourse and a company of the
angels of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, and through him spread
Thy fragrances and make firm the hearts in Thy Covenant and
Testament.

In all regions and directions, awaken all the beloved of the All-
Merciful and make them vigilant, for the winds of severe tests
are passing and the tempests of great trials are blowing. The
armies of doubts are attacking from all sides and the forces of
wavering and gesturing are raiding and pillaging. Make firm
the feet that they may become steadfast, and make the hearts
like a lofty mountain and towering peak that they may shine
forth like the morning star from the horizon of success. Praise
be to God that the Covenant is mighty and the Testament is
binding, the pledge is firm and the lamp is lit, the ocean is
surging and the cloud of the ascension is continually outpour-
ing, the lamp is blazing and the glass is delicate and radiant.
Blessed are the steadfast ones! Good news to the firm ones!
And glory be to God’s sincere servants!
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To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid

O my God! O my God! This is a servant from whose eyes Thou
hast removed the veil, filled for him the cup of bounty, lifted
from his inner vision the covering, and caused him to behold
Thy Most Glorious Beauty, to believe in Thy greatest signs,
and to witness Thy banners waving in the heights of glory.
Thou hast strengthened his loins for Thy service, and he hath
arisen to worship and serve Thee with the utmost power. He
hath guided others to Thy Word amongst all peoples, estab-
lished Thy radiant proof, pointed to Thy evidence, and argued
Thy conclusive argument before every deaf and blind one. He
hath quickened the hearts of the dead through the spirit of
divine knowledge, intoxicated the possessors of understanding
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with the wine of Thy love, and his tongue hath spoken Thy
praise. His breast hath expanded through knowledge of Thee,
and his heart hath overflowed with Thy wisdom amidst the
concourse of creation.

2 O Lord! Exalt his standard, establish his sign, illumine his
proof, perfect his argument and his sovereignty, complete his
joy and delight, and make him a brilliant lamp, a shining star,
and a firmly-rooted tree growing in an extended shade, fresh
and verdant, watered by the outpouring of Thy praised cloud.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Loving, verily Thou art the
Kind, the Merciful.

O thou who art confirmed by the Kingdom of Abha! Through
the title of Mu’ayyidi and the virtue of being favored, with
an attracted heart and a joyous spirit, with seeing eyes and
hearing ears, with speaking tongue and writing pen, and with
all thy powers thou art standing firm in the path of the Beauty
of Abha. This is of God’s grace which He bestoweth upon
whomsoever He willeth, and He hath indeed bestowed it upon
thee in this glorious age and new cycle.

Give thanks unto God for this and strive to compose the book
“The Proof of the Manifestation of the All-Merciful from the
Dawning-Place of Possibility” The breathings of the Holy
Spirit will assist thee in this at all times and moments. What
thou hast offered in contribution for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
hath been accepted at the threshold of thy Lord, the Mighty,
the Chosen One. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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‘Abdu’l-Baha states: The tests of any Cause are proportion-
ate to its greatness. Since never before has such an explicit
Covenant been established by the Supreme Pen, therefore the
tests are also great. These tests cause the weak souls to waver,
but what effect do they have on strong souls?

These doubts of the Covenant-breakers are like the foam of
the sea, and the sea cannot be without foam. The sea of the
Covenant will surge once and cast out the dead bodies to the
shore, for the sea does not accept dead bodies. Thus did the
sea of the Covenant surge again and again until it cast out the
dead bodies - that is, those souls who are deprived of the divine
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spirit and who follow their desires and passions and harbor
thoughts of leadership. In brief, this foam of the sea has no
permanence and will soon vanish and disappear, while the sea
of the Covenant will surge eternally and remain in turmoil and
upheaval.

One must associate with souls who are firm in the Covenant
and befriend the righteous, for evil companions cause evil qual-
ities to spread, like leprosy - it is impossible for one to associate
with a leper and not contract leprosy. This is for protection
and preservation. Christ did not exercise compulsion regarding
Judas Iscariot and His brothers, but they deprived themselves.

In brief, the point is that although ‘Abdu’l-Baha is infinitely
kind, yet what can He do when there is leprosy? Just as with
physical diseases one must prevent association and transmis-
sion and enforce health regulations, since contagious physical
diseases destroy human life, similarly one must protect and
preserve the blessed souls from foul odors and deadly spiritual
diseases, otherwise violation of the Covenant, like the plague,
will spread and all will perish.
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O flame enkindled with the fire of the love of God! Your men-
tion is remembered in the Abha Kingdom, and your efforts
are appreciated by these confidants of the Merciful’s sanctu-
ary. We beseech and implore at the threshold of Him Who an-
swers the distressed when they call, that He may assist through
the confirmations of the Ancient Beauty and His Most Great
Name those souls who arise to exalt the remembrance of God
and spread His signs, verses and evidences, so that they may
become the cause of enlightening hearts, expanding breasts,
and the steadfastness, firmness, establishment and resolution
of the friends of God.

Therefore, O candle lit in the gathering of God’s love, be not
sorrowful in your burning and melting, be not grieved. The
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hosts of the Supreme Concourse are your helpers and the com-
pany of the near angels your protectors. Be confident in God’s
grace and bounty that the effects of His manifest power will
soon illuminate the horizons, and the might of divine proof has
encompassed and will encompass the kingdom of existence.

Convey greetings to the friends in Bahramabad on behalf of
this wanderer lost in the desert of God’s love. Quicken them
all with the divine breaths and say: O you who are turned to
the Abha Kingdom and enkindled with the fire of God’s love!
You are under the shadow of the favors and care of His Holiness
the One, and within the pavilion of the glorious bounties of the
bountiful Lord. The glances of the merciful eyes encompass
you, and the outpourings of the cloud of mercy are successive
and continuous. The lights of the Sun of Reality are rising,
shining and effusing from the dawning-place of the placeless
realm. Set your hearts upon these hidden favors and free your
hearts and souls from every attachment. Walk in this straight
path and direct course so that you may become standards of
guidance and manifest signs of the Supreme Lord. Be the
bestower of hearts and the spirit of existence. Be the pulsing
artery in the body of possibility and the flowing spirit and
blood in the temple of the world. And glory be upon you.
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A letter was previously sent in reply to His Excellency which
has surely arrived by now.

All parties will ultimately fall into evident loss. Consider the
upheavals in European lands ahead - all became hopeless, then
new souls benefited. Those helpless ones suffered crises, then
strangers came and seized the ball from the field. Now Iran is
the same, except for souls who serve the Threshold of God -
they will lay a foundation that will last forever. The proof is
clear and evident. At a time when the foundations of Iran and
the Ottomans were in severe turmoil, this powerless servant
was engaged in victories in London and Paris - victories that
are the basis of Iran and Iranians’ eternal glory.

Apparently the despotic party is dead and the revolutionary
party has withered. God bless the moderate party’s father, as
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they did not cause as much destruction to Iran. In any case,
today a soul must be assisted by mighty power to promote the
truth of matters, establish the foundation of human unity, and
serve the divine court.

When it was written to the despots that Aga Siyyid Yahya
the mujtahid was made a target of officers’ bullets in Sirjan,
the murderers must be avenged. And Mirza Fadlu’llah Nuri
proclaimed rejection, cursing and condemnation, and spoke
disrespectfully of the Primal Point and the Blessed Beauty
Baha’u’llah, posting announcements on walls - he must be dis-
ciplined. And in Sangsar they stoned the friends - they must
be threatened. And Mirza Hasan the mujtahid in Tabriz issued
a fatwa to shed the blood of the friends - he must be punished.
If these four things are carried out, well and good, otherwise
“God doeth whatsoever He willeth.” The despots mocked, but
then it became clear what “God doeth whatsoever He willeth”
did.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Bring them together again, O Lord, by the Power of Thy
Covenant, and gather their dispersion by the Might of Thy
Promise, and unite their hearts by the dominion of Thy Love!
Cause them to love one another so as to sacrifice their spirits,
expend their money and give up their desires for each otheris
sake!

O Lord, make to descend upon them quietness and tranquillity!
Shower upon them the clouds of Thy Mercy in full abundance,
and make them to characterize themselves with the character-
istics of the spirituall

O Lord, hold us firm in Thy noble command, and bestow upon
us Thy Gifts through Thy bounty, grace and beneficence!

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, and the Benevo-
lent.

BSC.263 #549x,
p.221x, SW

SW__v05#15 p.225x,
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To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

Praise be to God, within the sheltering grace of the Blessed
Beauty, here in the lands of the West a breeze hath blown
from over the rose-gardens of His bestowals, and the hearts of
many people have been drawn as by a magnet to the Abha
Realm.

Whatever hath come to pass is from the confirmations of the
Beloved; for otherwise, what merit had we, or what capacity?
We are as a helpless babe, but fed at the breast of heavenly
grace. We are no more than weak plants, but we flourish in
the spring rain of His bestowals.

Wherefore, as a thank-offering for these bounties, on a certain
day don thy garb to visit the Shrine, the ka’bih of our heart’s
desire, turn thyself toward Him on my behalf, lay down thy
head on that sacred Threshold, and say:

O divine Providence! O Thou forgiving Lord! Sinner though
I be, I have no refuge save Thyself. All praise be Thine, that
in my wanderings over mountains and plains, my toils and
troubles on the seas, Thou hast answered still my cries for
help, and confirmed me, and favoured me, and honoured me
with service at Thy Threshold.

To a feeble ant, Thou hast given Solomon’s might. Thou hast
made of a gnat a lion in the thicket of Thy Mercy. Thou hast
bestowed on a drop the swelling waves of the sea, Thou hast
carried up a mote to the pinnacles of grace. Whatever was
achieved, was made possible through Thee. Otherwise, what
strength did the fragile dust possess, what power did this feeble
being have?

O divine Providence! Do not seize us in our sins, but give us

refuge. Do not look upon our evil ways, but grant forgiveness.
Consider not our just deserts, but open wide Thy door of grace.

Thou art the Mighty, the Powerfull Thou art the Seer, the
Knower!

I yearn, with heart and soul and in the utmost longing, for
all those who are attached to the Holy Threshold. Should

it be deemed expedient, bring Farrukh with you for a time.

I am greatly longing for Isma’il Aga; should he come, even
temporarily, it would be a cause of joy.
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The post was about to depart; more than this could not be
written.

BRL__ATE#147, BHK 2409
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BRL_DAK#0386, MMG2#263 p.292x,

BHKP_ 2409

ABO08712

To: Rashti, Aga Mirza Husayn Khan et al., in Anzali

O two candles of the love of God! The world of existence was
wrapped in darkness, and all created things were sunk in gloom
and blindness. Darkness upon darkness prevailed, and error
upon error; light was utterly wanting, while bewilderment and
perplexity abounded.

Then the radiant dawn broke forth, the shining Orb rent asun-
der the veil, the light of Truth shone out, and the glad-tidings
of reunion arrived. The breeze of divine favor wafted; the hori-
zons were illumined; the furnace became a rose-garden; the Oc-
cident was transformed into the Orient; the world of humanity
was enlightened; the portals of the Kingdom were flung open;
the bounty of the Divine Realm was outpoured. The spiritual
springtime came, and the fragrance of the All-Merciful was
diffused.

The blind were made to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb to
speak; the dead were quickened; the poor attained abundance;
the helpless found refuge; the lost discovered the path of Truth.
A new banquet was spread and a wondrous festival prepared.
The yearning ones attained reunion with the Beloved; the
lovers beheld the face of the kindly Darling. The thirsty
reached the sweet waters of the Euphrates; the wanderers
gained the shore of salvation. The sick found healing, and the
wounded discovered the balm of heart and soul. The face of
the earth became the Paradise on high, and this dusty realm
became the Abha Garden. This is the Most Great Bounty
and this the Supreme Distinction.

Now in the world of being the Hand of divine power hath firmly
laid the foundations of this all-highest bounty and this won-
drous gift. Whatsoever is latent in the innermost of this holy
cycle shall gradually appear and be made manifest, for now is
but the beginning of its growth and the dayspring of the rev-
elation of its signs. Ere the close of this century and of this
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age, it shall be made clear and evident how wondrous was that
springtide and how heavenly was that gift!

5 Upon you both be greeting and praise.

3ADM.015-016%, 3. X, 3.146x, 3.205%, | v13#09 p.253x
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To: Nasrullah Rastigar Taliqgani, in Arak

O kind friend! Your letter dated the 29th of Sha’ban of this
year, which you had written to Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, arrived
and its contents were noted. As there is no time, a brief reply
is being written. If a complete school is established, that would
be very good.

Praise be to God that you were successful in teaching and a
Spiritual Assembly was formed. Three blessed souls entered
beneath the shade of the Sacred Tree, were guided by the light
of guidance, and were refreshed from the Salsabil of divine
favor. His honor Mirza Aqa Khan is truly sacrificing his life
and in every instance shows remarkable effort.

Convey my utmost heartfelt attachment to Jinab-i-Aga Shaykh
Ahmad. If time permits, a response to his letter will also be
written.

Convey ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s message to Jinab-i-Aqa Mustafa and
say: O spiritual soul! Now is the time for you to become so
alive with the divine breath that you may bestow life upon the
dead.

5 And tell Jinab-i-Akbar Aqga that when ‘Abdu’l-Baha heard

your name, He was filled with joy and delight. He hopes that
you will attain the utmost rapture and attraction and become
the cause of joy to all the friends.

As for the question of miracles, God willing, a brief reply will
be written. And as for Mirza [Gulkhan|, what they know is
false. I hope that in this journey you will be so successful that
you yourself will be amazed.
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AB02461

Convey the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings to
Jinab-i-Siyyid Faraju’llah. And tell Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Mah-
mud Khan that my hope is that you will discover the praise-
worthy station. And convey the utmost spirit and fragrance
to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Masih Malih Sabih.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB02461

To: Baha’is of Birjand et al.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I humble myself before Thee
and supplicate to the Kingdom of Thy mercy and the Domin-
ion of Thy oneness, bowing in submission and humility before
Thy loved ones, and serving obediently Thy chosen ones. 1
beseech Thee by Thy penetrating Word that permeates the re-
alities of all things, and by Thy luminous effulgence which hath
shone forth, gleamed and illumined the far-reaching horizons,
to make Thy loved ones the manifestations of Thy favors, the
dawning-places of Thy bounties, the day-springs of Thy knowl-
edge, the mines of Thy love, the orbits of Thy stars, and the
sources of Thy signs. Make them, O my God, steadfast in Thy
Covenant and Testament, and firm in Thy Cause and the recog-
nition of Thee, that they may arise to serve Thee. Aid them
with Thy triumph, and make them the stars of Thy gifts and
missiles against every covenant-breaker and violator in Thy do-
minion. O my God, my God! These are the poor at Thy gate
- enrich them from the treasury of Thy Kingdom; these are
the lowly in Thy court - exalt them through the power of Thy
might; these are the small in Thy realm - make them great at
the threshold of Thy divinity. Verily Thou art the Supporter,
the Helper, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Generous....

O Lord! Though we are sinners, Thy forgiveness is greater than
any sin. Though the darkness of rebellion is evident and man-
ifest, the star of Thy mercy is more brilliant than the shining
moon - its radiance dispels that darkness, and its wave removes
that dross and debris. O Lord! O Forgiver! Thy bestowal hath
given new life to creation, and the sun of Thy bounty hath
shone from the horizon of contingent being. With such gifts,
what care or concern have the sinners? All seek refuge in Thy
mighty shelter and protection in Thy lofty stronghold. Grant
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a bounty that may illumine the lamp of hearts with the light of
guidance and make the gardens of souls verdant with perpetual
springtime. Thou art the Bestower, the Kind, the Forgiver of
every withered sinner steeped in transgression. Verily, Thou
art the All-Merciful, O Great Forgiver, and verily Thou art the
Pardoner, the Forgiving, the Help in Peril.
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AB02438

To: Baha’is of Bombay

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Glad tidings arrive from
India, especially from Bombay, bringing joy that praise be to
God, souls have arisen to serve the Lord, have forgotten them-
selves, and have become detached from comfort and rest. They
find no peace or tranquility. Day and night they are in search
- if they find an ear, they impart the Word of God; if they see
a seeker, they teach the Faith of God; if they find one who
thirsts, they give to drink from the fountain of certitude; and
if they see one who suffers, they provide healing.

Such souls are luminous temples and heavenly angels, verses
of the All-Merciful and birds in the garden of inner meanings.
Blessed are these souls who have become disappointed with
the comfort of this world and familiar with the holy fragrances.
They seek another world and pursue the infinite realm. They
see this vast world as a narrow and dark dust heap, and view
these physical pleasures and bounties as transient like a desert
mirage. Therefore they arise to diffuse the divine fragrances
and proclaim the Word of God.

O friends! Let not time slip away and count each opportu-
nity as precious. This is the day of the field, the time for
polo and mallet. Show forth manliness and wisdom and find
comfort of heart and soul. Always bring to mind the divine
counsels and teachings and call every soul to the brilliant star.
Seek happiness and comfort for the whole world of creation,
for all humanity, and conduct yourselves with such love that
it becomes the cause of training both the ruler and the ruled.
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Become fruitful trees, give sweet fruits, and provide shade so
that the soul of ‘Abdu’l-Baha may be gladdened and the heart
of this wronged one may be freed from the bonds of sorrows.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02445

To: Ella Thorington Nash, in Chicago

O thou who art advancing unto the Kingdom of God!

Verily I read thine eloquent letter and my heart was dilated
by its beautiful contents. Know, verily, that ‘Abduil-Baha has
spiritual speeches, heavenly conversations and revelations of
the heart. Verily I address, through the Bounty of El-Baha, in
spirit and in vision, who addresses me, and this is known unto
whom God has disclosed (uncovered) the gloomy cover from
before his eyes.

O servant of God! When ye gather in the spiritual assembly
and commemorate God, by His Greatest Name, the Divine,
verily ‘Abduil-Baha associates with ye in spirit and prays to
God to grant your prayers, through His eternal Grace.

Convey my greetings to Mrs. Mary Ford and say unto her:
Depend upon the Name of God, be rejoiced by the Grace of
God, be firm in the Love of God, and steadfast in the Covenant
of God. Verily, God will confirm thee by a spirit on His part.

Convey my greeting to Mrs. Benjamin and say unto her: O
maidservant of God, be rejoiced and awakened by the Breezes
of God, revived by the Spirit of God, and attracted by the
Fragrances of God.

Convey my greeting to Mrs. Phelps and say unto her: that
the Doors of the Kingdom are being opened before the faces of
the maidservants of God and His (men) servants and that the
Heavenly Angels are calling out “Enter ye through every door
to this Sublime Kingdom.”

Convey my greeting to Mrs. Elizabeth Cooper and say unto
her: that thy Lord is (indeed) merciful to thee, chosen thee for
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His Love and will confirm thee by the fragrances of His Spirit.
Thank thy Lord in this Glorious Century.

Convey my greeting to Mrs. Anna B. Seek and say unto her:
Be attracted by the Fragrances of God, hearken to the Call
of God, be dilated by the appearance of the Kingdom of God.
Verily, by God, the Truth, the Holy Spirit confirmeth every
maidservant who becomes attracted by the Fragrances of God
in this Covenant.

SW__ v144#07 p.210x, CUPAB.014-015x, BSTW#171

AB02416

To: Unknown, in Chikan

O divine friends in Chakani, upon them be the Most Glorious
Glory of God! O attracted souls! For some time I have not
written a letter nor made any statement, and outwardly have
not sown seeds of affection. There were obstacles and apparent
shortcomings, but it was not so - there was no failing and no
lassitude. Rather, with perfect joy and abundant attraction,
at the threshold of the All-Forgiving Lord I was occupied with
remembrance of the friends and familiar with thoughts of the
loved ones.

Papers have no great importance - importance lies in yearning
hearts and in unity and harmony and the bonds and connec-
tions of the Covenant of the Beloved of the horizons. Thanks
be to God, these remain firm and established. No weakness
occurs in that strong cord. Moment by moment I am intimate
with your remembrance, and with every breath I share breath
with your mention.

From the endless favors of the All-Merciful Lord, there is firm
hope that each of those friends may become a host from the
Supreme Concourse and without rashness may strike at the
ranks of the world. For such is the power of the Word of God
that by a single effect it can make a weak gnat into a soaring
eagle of might, and transform a deprived fly into a falcon of
the heaven of oneness.

Given such grace and kindness and divine confirmation and
heavenly success, why do we not surge and seethe? Why do we
not gallop in the field of recognition? Why do we not overflow
like a cup brimming with the wine of joy? Why do we not
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become stirring in Tiflis and Tabriz? Why do we not associate
with divine morals and the merciful nature and divine conduct
and the humility and submissiveness necessary to the human
world and resignation and contentment with divine destinies
and mingling in perfect love with all groups of humanity and
universal peace and reconciliation? This is the great bounty
and this is the manifest triumph.
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AB02348

To: Aqa Mihdi Rafia Arjumand, in Hamadan

O servant of God! Your inscribed page and unfurled parchment
was received and its contents were clear and evident. Raise
both hands in thanksgiving to the threshold of the One God,
offer praise and glory, and render laudation and gratitude that
you have been confirmed and assisted with such a bounty -
that you have extracted from ancient books decisive proofs,
clear evidences and manifest arguments establishing the truth
of the Great Announcement. This is from the grace of your
Lord, with which He confirms whomsoever He wishes among
His servants, and God is possessed of great bounty.

Please send the mentioned composition so that its study may
bring spirit and fragrance. Strive with heart and soul, night
and day as much as you can, to be confirmed in service at the
Sacred Threshold. This is the great attainment, this is the
manifest light. In any case, occupy yourself as much as possi-
ble with teaching the Cause of God and strive to diffuse the
divine fragrances. This is the essence of God’s Cause, God’s
good-pleasure, and the magnet of divine confirmation. Sacri-
fice yourself as much as you can in this regard.

At this time, since the children of the Covenant-breakers have
raised the standard of corruption from every direction, the pres-
ence of the loved ones is difficult. Be patient for a while - the
time will come. I made the pilgrimage at the Sacred Threshold
on your behalf and sought confirmation in teaching, that you
might become a manifestation of the aid and favor of the Divine
Unity. Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings
from this servant to his honor Haji Mulla Mirza Muhammad,
his honor Aga Muhammad Javad, his honor Aga Muhammad

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

w55 sstie By ssae Gy (B fo ]
SINE G 53 35 Pls s by s
;UJRJLCMJQK;.\UU,@K),\:
S a2t S 05 s ke
e Lol ol s 8 5326 05
8 555 e Slasy anblB ey Y
4% Sy i e e 6058 el

ﬁw‘}»,sm,nuy;’u{y

SHladllag b e Jlyl 2l 1 S Calls

ey s ot dlgbasf el 0l el
uu.wuu\w.u-bwﬂd:,ul,m
o o5 o] glas 58 i) 635 By
235 55 dgde Al Al o Jls bl
LA ) e ] B A Sl
s Gls bl ablae i slo,

& Qlasls o)

S O (a8 Ol O Bl ) 5o
i sUom g 10 Slenyf oy 3Lud Je
5 T sl 2y e e 58 o
L) awdie ez 53 QLT Lo o
O e b ot a 5o b by e
Gl ol ‘_;zf ;,:.A»\ uf» UL:«J
b\ub;;\y.\ﬁb\ub)ﬁbﬂw
ol g8 gFﬁL“‘Jﬁ%’L?JJ’Lﬁ

75


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=91

\V]

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02470

Baqir, and his honor Nabil the traveler. And upon you and
upon every penitent servant be the Glory.
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AB02470

To: Haji Mirza Siyyid Ali Fadil Isfahani

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! The
month of fasting has advanced with its overwhelming armies
and charging forces, and all parties are routed. And ‘Abdu’l-
Baha now remembers you with his spirit, heart and tongue
with complete rapture and attraction. I pray God to make
you a sign of detachment, a banner of guidance, a lamp gleam-
ing with the light of knowledge, and a garden adorned by the
outpouring of the clouds of certitude.

O my beloved! Truly the earth has drawn nigh, the mountains
have been set in motion, the seas have boiled over, the stars
have been scattered, the suns have been darkened, the Resur-
rection has come to pass, and thy Most Glorious Lord has come
in the shadows of clouds with hosts that the heedless have not
yet seen. The spirit of life has been breathed into hearts and
souls. Blessed are they who have attained! Glad tidings to the
sincere! Joy to the believers! Happiness to those who hear!
Alas for those who are deprived!

Be thou assured in the grace of thy Lord and rely upon the
assistance of thy Lord. He will confirm thee with the breaths of
inspiration and enable thee to raise His Word aloft and spread
His fragrances in all directions. Arise with a power that will
shake the pillars of veils and remove the covering from the eyes
of those who are veiled by doubts, and tear apart the veils of
idle fancies from the faces of the people, whereby thy Lord’s
mention will be exalted in those regions. Verily thy Lord is
thy refuge, thy shelter, thy protector, thy companion, and thy
helper. He is indeed the Mighty, the All-Choosing.

Convey greetings to each and every one of the friends of God
on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and say: O friends of God! Strive
that the day when “people shall enter into the religion of God
in troops” may be manifested in our time. Otherwise it will be
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regret upon regret that others after us will succeed in rendering
this service while we remain deprived.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12807

To: Mulla Yusuf Ali Rashti, in Ishqabad

O servant of the Abha Beauty! The letter you had written
to Aqa Mirza Haydar-‘Ali was noted. As he is not present,
this servant is writing the response. News of the unity, love,
oneness and fellowship among the divine friends brought the
utmost joy and gladness. I hope that at all times there will
be spirituality and fellowship among the friends and complete
unity and harmony. This is the cause of confirmation and suc-
cess for all. When the sheep of God are scattered and divided,
all fall into danger of the wolves’ claws, but when they are gath-
ered and united, they remain protected and preserved, and the
true Shepherd maintains the protection and preservation of all.

You had inquired about the separation and reunion of husband
and wife. When the husband intends separation, he must an-
nounce it so that some souls become aware of this matter. Then
he may seek separation for a period of one year. If during this
time aversion is not transformed into harmony - that is, if af-
fection is not regained - divorce takes place and this too must
be announced, that the period has ended and therefore the
wife is free. If she chooses another husband she is at liberty
to do so. However, if during this year affection and reunion
are regained, it is like before and the past period has no effect,
unless he again intends divorce. After the passing of one year
from the separation, the waiting period of nine months is not
necessary - the one year is sufficient. And when an unseemly
act is proven against the wife, he should divorce her and the
one-year waiting period is not necessary - the separation is
definitive and the very proof of the unseemly act constitutes
divorce.
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Convey utmost love from this servant to Jinab-i-Mirza Jalal.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02336

To: Mulla Rayhan et al., in Kashan

O loved ones of the All-Merciful! The Day is a mighty Day,
and the Century is the Century of the Glorious Sovereign, and
the Age is the Age of the Mighty Lord. His honor Aqa Mulla

Kazim is present and conversing, and I both listen and write.

Among his words is this verse: “If a crow partakes, it becomes
a nightingale.”

I also say that if by that wine is meant the pure wine whose
essence is camphor, which gleamed in the crystal of the Day
of Manifestation, then say: If a thorn partakes, it becomes a
hyacinth; if an atom partakes, it becomes a radiant sun; if a
drop partakes, it becomes the vast ocean; if a gnat partakes,
it becomes an eagle soaring in the heavens; if dust partakes,
it becomes flowers and herbs; if a stone partakes, it becomes
hyacinth and sweet basil; if a coward partakes, he becomes a
man of the arena; if a wise one partakes, he becomes the chief
of the mystics; if a manifestation of Satan partakes, he becomes
a manifestation of the All-Merciful; if rock and clay partake,
they become rubies of Badakhshan; if pottery and jet partake,
they become gleaming pearls.

For that divine wine is the ancient bounty and the wondrous
revelation and the new spirit of the Ever-Living, All-Powerful
Lord that is manifest in this mighty Cycle. For that goblet has
come round, and that flagon is in the hand of the Cup-bearer,
and that chalice is brimming, and that tavern has reopened,
and that wine-vault has begun to flow, and those wine-lovers
have begun to cry out. How blessed are they who drink! How
pleasant for those who taste! Blessed are they from this cup
overflowing with the wine of God’s bounties!

O loved ones of God! Be not lifeless, be not stunned. Strive
until you attain to the praiseworthy station, which is attraction
to the fragrances of God and enkindlement with the fire of the
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love of God and arising to serve the Cause of God. Blessed are
they who attain!

5 A ozl dlatl y B Sl Ol

MSHRS3.326

AB02430

To: Baha’is of Khalajabad et al.

O spiritual friends! Though it is nighttime, it is the dawn
of the Abha Kingdom. That is, the lights are shining and
faces are radiant. The Ancient Beauty’s eternal grace is the
companion of every pure heart, and the manifestation of the
Sinai Theophany is the intimate of every steadfast soul. The
life-giving call of the Pre-existent Beauty reaches every pure
loved one from the unseen realm, and His glad tidings and
signs bestow indubitable grace. The fame of His grandeur has
spread to all horizons, and the song of the birds of His garden
of truth gives life to the people of enlightenment.

Therefore, we must all raise a cry and create a commotion in
this transient world through divine power, so that everlasting
life may appear in this mortal world, heavenly gifts may be
manifested, and the eternal grace of the Abha Paradise may
adorn the soul. How long shall we remain listless and silent?
The luminous flame of the divine fire is raised high at the pole
of the horizons, and the bright lamp of guidance is the light of
the assembly. If we are not enkindled by the heat of this divine
flame, by what soul-consuming fire shall we be ignited? If we
do not become intoxicated by this wine from the divine tavern,
from what potent wine shall we take the cup? And if we do
not pour the spiritual pure wine into the divine goblet at the
gathering of manifestation, at what feast shall we become full
of enthusiasm?

O divine friends! The call is the call of the Abha Beauty from
the unseen Kingdom, and the melody is the melody of the Con-
course on High. Enter into ecstasy and rapture, into attraction
and wonderment, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha has become a prisoner in
chains of the prison of Joseph, so that in the marketplace of
servitude He may illumine His face, and in the Egypt of servi-
tude He may place the crown of tribulation on His head and
hang the necklace of greatest bounty around His neck. Oh glad
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tidings! Oh glad tidings! Oh people of joy, glad tidings! And
upon you be greetings and praise!

O divine loved ones! The lethargic ones and the vacillating ones
full of pride may come to those friends and verbally proclaim
steadfastness in the Covenant, in order to cause the steadfast
souls to slip and make the living hearts dead. You must surely
avoid these hate-filled souls who strive to destroy the edifice
of the Abha Beauty and break the Covenant of that Peerless
Beloved, even if they possess papers from ‘Abdu’l-Baha in their
hands. For the Covenant-breakers have a strong foul odor -
avoid them as soon as you detect it. Whomsoever God guides
is guided, and whomsoever He leads astray, you will never find
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To: Baha’is of Khusaf et al., in Khusif

O dearly loved friends of Abdul-Baha! I yearn to spend every
moment thinking of you, to correspond with you and to loose
my tongue in praise of you. For ye are the servants of the
Threshold of the Most Great Name and lovers of the counte-
nance of the Ancient Beauty. Ye love the beauty of the Best-
Beloved, ye are ravished by the tresses of Him who is world’s
Beloved in the assembly of mankind. Therefore ye are worthy
of high praise, and deserving of every bounty in the world of
creation.

Ye have drunk the wine of favour passed round by the cup-
bearer of divine guidance and have tasted the delightsome
draught of love from the vessel of the Word of the Lord of
Oneness. Your eyes have been illumined by beholding the radi-
ance of the flame kindled on Mount Sinai and ye have adorned
the pathways of your heart with such patterned flower beds of
inner meaning that it hath become the envy of many a flower-
spangled meadow. Ye have become permanent dwellers in the
court of the Lord of grandeur, denizens of the Threshold of the
Peerless Beauty, wanderers in search for the Desired One, lost
in the desert of the world’s Beloved!
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Raise up your cry, then, in gratitude for His infinite bestowals,
sing with joy and tell of the plenteous bounties of Him who
is the Revealer on Sinai. Raise aloft His banners in the very
corners of the world creation and make your steps ever firmer,
ever more steadfast.

Establish meetings to teach His cause and lead the ignorant
to the morn of divine guidance. Be ye a shield and shelter
for the hapless, a haven and a refuge for the needy. Show
kindliness to your enemies and endure their tyranny and their
oppression, their ignorance and ill-will. Lift up your sweet
melodies from these briars and boughs and evince your inner
joy, so that perchance others may be cheered and thrilled by
this same bliss. Thus will such birds as are deprived, likewise
discover the divine rose-garden and be guided also to these
mystic branches.

5 In this day teaching attracteth the divine confirmations;
spreading the divine fragrance causeth His clear signs and
tokens to appear throughout the world.
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AB02332

To: Bazzaz Tihrani, Hasan et al., in Kurdistan

O loved ones of God! O friends of the Covenant! Praise be
to God that the banner of the Covenant is raised high and
the lights of dawning from the unseen horizon are shining with
utmost brilliance. The signs of the favors of the Blessed Beauty
from the most hidden Kingdom are manifest and evident like
the morning rays in perfect clarity. The confirmations of the
unseen Abha realm are successive and the divine favors of the
invisible Lord are clear and continuous.

The rain of mercy is falling in utmost abundance - let us see
what blessed soil will blend with this bounty and grace to bring
forth flowers and sweet herbs and yield a bountiful harvest.
Praise be to God that those holy souls were among the blessed
realities and goodly lands that grew through the holy outpour-
ing and remained firm in the Covenant.
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Soon the life-giving breezes will waft by and the streaming wa-
ters from the hidden cloud will become a continuous outpour-
ing. At that time you will observe how the field of truth will
attain such freshness, grace and sweetness. The true Farmer
will irrigate His plantation and soon will manifest “like a seed
which sends forth its stalk, then makes it strong; it then be-
comes thick and stands straight upon its stem, delighting the
sowers that He may enrage the unbelievers thereby.”

At that moment the divine friends will become intimates of
eternal joy while the heedless will be afflicted with everlasting
regret. The luminous lamp of the Covenant will cast such ra-
diance to the horizons that the world of mortality will become
a realm of lights and the lowest plane will become a mirror of
the Supreme Concourse. Then shall the firm ones rejoice and
the violators suffer loss.

And upon you be glory.
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AB02387

To: Mother of Muhammad Sabzivari et al., in Kushk Bagh

O friends of the Blessed Beauty! The days of life in this mortal
world must surely come to an end. Honor and abasement,
comfort and hardship, even kingly sovereignty will be rolled
up. No name will remain, no trace, no order, no fulfillment
“Thou hearest
from them neither sound nor echo.” But observe what a great
distinction exists between the companions of the left and the
companions of the right. One group, afflicted by their own
desires and passions, becomes notorious and disgraced among
stranger and kin alike, drowning in the darkness of the natural
world and deprived of the breeze of grace and conscious feelings
- like animals they end their days.

nor unfulfillment - all will come to an end.

But the party of God has been delivered from the darkness of
the natural world and illumined by divine light. They were
set ablaze by the fire of the love of God and burned away the
veil of separation. They discovered the reality of the purpose,
became intoxicated from the divine cup, and with goblet in
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hand, dancing in this arena of the love of God, they sacrificed
their lives and soared to the horizon of eternal glory. “Are those
who are martyred in the path of God and those who perish in
the path of desire equal? How great is the difference between

these two!” And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Shabahang et al., in Mosul

O divine captives! Let it not cross your mind for a moment
that those prisoners in the path of God have been forgotten or
neglected, or that they are deprived of the attention of hearts.
Rather, at all times and moments, in complete humility and
supplication at the threshold of the All-Glorious, I beseech and
implore: “O Kind Lord! These strangers are wanderers in Thy
lane, and these captives are prisoners in the path of love for
Thy beauteous countenance. They are Thy helpless ones and
the destitute ones in Thy path. Make them the recipients of
the glances of Thy merciful eye and bestow upon them the fa-
vors of the King of bounty. Make their nostrils fragrant with
holy fragrances and make their souls joyous and stirred with
life-giving breezes. O Kind Bestower! Grant a gift and show
a favor that we may all gather in the world of Thy most glo-
rious Kingdom under the shade of Thy merciful Tree and be
distinguished by the bounties of Thy Divine Unity.”

In any case, O loved ones of God, were it not for endless oc-
cupations, calamities and difficulties, a letter would be sent
each day to each one. But I swear by the Most Great Name
that in the world of spirit and heart I am and have always
been engaged in remembering you. In any case, O friends, the
winds of tests are intensifying and the tempests of trials are at
their most severe degree of fury. Make your feet firm and your
hearts steadfast so that the covenant and pledge and promise
and faith of the All-Merciful may find stability and establish-
ment like a spirit in the temple of all creation and possibility.
And upon you be glory, O loved ones of God and His faithful
and trusted ones.
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To: Father of Mirza Ali Muhammad (Nayyn), in Nain

O thou who supplicateth God to grant him sanctuary within
the precincts of His Most Great Mercy!

Know thou that factions have, from the earliest centuries, been
anxiously waiting to observe the manifest brilliance of the
Light of Guidance and the emergence of the Elevated Stars;
the appearance of the Promised Manifestation from Jabulqa
and Jabarsa. Jews have been anticipating the appearance of
the Promised One from the City of the Sabbath which is con-
cealed from the eyes; the same is Jabulga. The community of
Jesus [Christians| await the appearance of the Promised One
from the centre of the sky, upon a cloud, descending from the
most elevated zenith; the same is Jabarsa. The Kaisaniyya
await the appearance of the Promised One from out of the in-
terior of the mountain of Radwa nigh unto the Luminous City
[Medinal; the same is Jabulga. The ancient Persian commu-
nity [Zoroastrians| await the manifestation of their Promised
One from an unknown location; the same is Jabarsa.

Every community awaits the appearance of their Promised One
from either a “city” (madina) and “island” (jazira) or an “enclo-
sure” (hazira) hidden from perception. On this account have
They been opposed on the Day of Their manifestation. Nay
rather, have those Sanctified, Luminous Temples [the Promised
Ones| been the victims of unjust treatment and hatred. Such
is a tyrannical and an erroneous way to tread these Manifes-
tations of the Most Excellent Names. Otherwise, were every
community to find that their Promised One appeared accord-
ing to its own anticipated signs and portents, then they would
not come to fall into the cradle of descent nor sink into the
abyss of their own despondency!

I, assuredly, out of love for thee and for thy glorious son (or
family, najlika), do summon thee unto Guidance and exhort
thee to strive in the Cause of thy Lord unto He guide thee unto
the Light which shineth from the Supreme Horizon. Ponder at-
tentively the accounts of the prophets and the Messengers of
the past: how it was that they were calumniated against; in
what manner they were treated; how it was that individuals
became veiled from the Truth and were heedless of the Remem-
brance of their Lord. Do this until such time as He enableth
the lights of Truth to shine upon thee, setteth thee apart from
error, causeth thee to attain unto the station of the “knowledge
of certitude” (‘ilm al-yaqin), guideth thee unto the “essence of
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certitude” (‘ayn al-yaqin) and causeth thee to realize the “re-
ality of certitude” (haqq al-yaqin) through the bounty of the
Manifest Light. And upon thee be greeting and salutation.
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AB12839

To: Marie Jackson, in Paris

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! Thy
letter dated July 24th was received. Its contents were replete
with evidences of divine love and contained high praise for
the handmaiden of God, Miss Bolles, her eloquent speech and
lucid expression, and how she is a brilliant lamp in diffusing the
divine light and exalting the Cause of the Blessed Beauty. This
is from the universal power that should cause all to awaken.
Previously, her condition, eloquence, and understanding were
known to all to be of a certain degree. Now observe to what
degree they have risen - the difference is as between earth and
heaven. This is sufficient proof and ample evidence that when
a soul enters beneath the shadow of the Word of God, sacrifices
with heart and soul, and becomes detached from all else save
God, in how short a time such tremendous progress is made.

Thope that Mr. Seagur will likewise become the cause of amaze-
ment to all souls and be so enkindled with the fire of the love
of God as to illumine the region of Paris. Concerning your
journey to America, you wrote that you would go and teach
all your family members - this is very good. However, if it is
possible to travel with Miss Farmer, that would be better, and
your stay in Paris is also beloved. Whatever comes to pass is
acceptable.

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Soon you shall
witness how His grace and bounty are like an endless ocean and
His heavenly confirmations are like the rays of the brilliant sun.
I hope that you will receive an abundant portion of this bounty
and become immersed in the sea of joy.
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And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB02434

To: Baha’is of Qasrud-Dasht

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Mr. Qabil offers utmost praise for
the eagerness, enthusiasm, passion, joy, delight, rapture and
attraction of those spiritual friends. This news became the
cause of spirituality and fragrance, that praise be to God, in
the native land of the Most Exalted Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him, a life-giving breeze has arisen and a per-
fumed fragrance has spread. The Hand of Power has raised up
blessed souls so that that pure climate became delightful and
musk-diffusing, and the signs of resurrection became manifest.
Faces became illumined and hearts became as rose gardens,
and through the eternal bounty of the Most Merciful Lord,
the plains and wilderness became as flower gardens and rose
gardens.

O divine friends! The elemental fire in the fire-temple has been
extinguished for some hundreds of years. Now is the time for
the fire of the love of God to blaze and flame forth in the hearth
of hearts, and for its terrible blaze to spread to all regions and
corners.

O God! O Originator of all beings and Creator of all possibil-
ities! The fire of Thy love has blazed up in hearts and tears
have flowed in love for Thy Beauty, and patience has ended in
yearning to witness Thy lights, and the blaze of that fire kin-
dled in hearts has intensified until hearts and innermost beings
have been consumed, and the cry of the pure ones has risen
to the Kingdom of eternity in anguish of meeting, and they
long for annihilation in their eagerness to attain Thy presence
in Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, and they seek the field of sac-
rifice in love for Thy Most Exalted Beauty. O Lord, Lord!
Those regions are the native place of the Manifestation of Thy
Self and the Dayspring of Thy Light and the Dawning-place
of Thy signs and the source of Thy evidences. Illumine them
through the effulgence of the Sun of Thy Oneness and adorn
them with the effects of Thy glorious age and Thy manifest
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light and Thy mighty secret. Verily Thou art powerful over all
things and worthy to answer prayer.
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AB02451

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar who is ignited in the fire of the love of God!
By God, the Truth, verily the dwellers of the Most Glorious
Kingdom pray for you and praise you and address you, saying:
“Upon you be the praise of God, upon you be the outpourings
of God, upon you be the glory of God, upon you be the grace
of God!” Blessed art thou for having held fast to the Covenant.
Good news be unto thee for having been illumined by the light
of the dawning-place. Joy be unto thee for having drunk from
this overflowing cup from the hand of the Luminary of the hori-
zons. Pleasant be unto thee the feast descending from the Most
Glorious Kingdom. Blessed art thou for having rent asunder
the veils and torn away the coverings, and neither were the
doubts of the people of allusions able to prevent thee, nor did
the great tribulation veil thee from the Covenant, nor did the
mighty earthquake shake thee from the Covenant of the Lord
of the Dawning-Place.

O my Lord! This is a phoenix of the fire of Thy love - his
heart’s blood, his essence, his heart and his inner being have
been consumed by the fire kindled in the Tree of Thy merci-
fulness, and his identity has been set ablaze by the flame that
blazed forth in the Tree of Thy oneness, until he has become
completely effaced from his own self, his essence and his iden-
tity, purely and sincerely in Thy Cause. O God! Make him a
sign of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom just as Thou hast made
him a banner of the establishment of Thy Covenant among
all beings. O my Lord! Send down blessing upon his lineage
and children and his descendants, that they may all arise to
serve Thy Cause and spread Thy remembrance and manifest
Thy proof and proclaim Thy sovereignty and establish Thy ev-
idence and reveal Thy power. Make them, O my God, signs
of the Kingdom and clear evidences of the outpourings of the
realm of divinity and lights of unity and mysteries of detach-
ment and the manifestation of the signs of uniqueness in this
new age and glorious century. O my Lord! Protect him from
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all destructive things and keep him far from calamities and
guard him from falsehoods. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Guardian, the Bestower.
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AB02351

To: Aga Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Rasht

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! Your letter was read, and
regarding your complaints and grievances, you are right and
your claims are justified. But what can be done, when ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is immersed in an ocean of occupations and difficulties?

He must correspond with East and West, and converse with
North and South. He must answer all questions and comfort
all souls. For every newborn child he must write an eloquent
letter, and for every soul ascended to God he must seek pardon
and forgiveness. For every sorrowful one he must be a consoler,
and for every joyful one a confidant. With each individual sep-
arately he must maintain continuous correspondence, diffuse
the divine fragrances, and raise up the Word of God in every
spot. He must be a brilliant banner to the East and a mighty
sign to the West, a flame to Africa and a light to America.
He must associate and mingle with strangers while avoiding
harm from acquaintances. He must resist opposition and de-
fend against corruption. Consider how a single person can bear
all these trials and tribulations and fulfill these endless duties.

The Ancient Beauty is aware of this pure heart which, like an
ocean, is surging with love for the friends, and is intoxicated
and bewildered with the wine of longing. You have never been
forgotten, nor will you ever be - be assured of this. And if
there is any shortcoming in sending letters, yet heart and soul
are constantly and joyfully occupied with remembrance of the
friends.

I beseech God to make all intimate with holy fragrances, and to
bestow upon the gardens of hearts at every moment boundless
freshness and grace from His eternal bounty. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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To: Ibtihajul-Mulk, in Rasht

O one intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant! The let-
ter you wrote addressed to Haji Seyyed Javad was reviewed.
In brief, its contents were that some difficulties had arisen in
Samandar’s business affairs, and the friends in Qazvin decided
there should be a separation between the two parties. How-
ever, this breach will not heal, rather it appears the matter
will become more difficult and the knot more tight.

O steadfast one! Truly Samandar is loving and seeks reconcil-
iation to the extent possible, unless circumstances arise that
are beyond his means. And Aqa Ali also has shown and con-
tinues to show the utmost effort toward achieving a good rec-
onciliation, and desired the preservation of business unity and
did not want any shortcoming or laxity, but the matter be-
came difficult. Therefore the divine friends, both in Rasht
and Qazvin, must use sound judgment and far-sighted think-
ing to devise a solution for healing this breach. They must
give attention to this matter, offer opinions and consult, and
by whatever means possible create conditions that will bring
relief to Samandar and Aga Ali and freedom from scattered
affairs. For it would be a pity for that pure heart to remain
in anxiety over debts and distress. The friends must, in such
circumstances, demonstrate the power of sincerity and sound
opinions and the benefits of consultation, and with perfect joy
and fragrance, through divine confirmation, manage one an-
other’s affairs so that every pure soul may find deliverance
from severe hardships and the abyss of difficulties.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Sabzivar, in Sabzihvar

O ye who are aflame with the fire of the love of God! ny 4.5'.)L ezt (!

In the Arabic tongue, “ghabra” means earth and “khadra”
means the supreme heaven. The Blessed Beauty, may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones, named that country “Khadra”.
Therefore, through His bounty and favor that land must be-
come heaven and that country must become the dawning-place
of the radiant moon. The friends must become stars of the
heaven of sanctification, and the loved ones must become bril-
liant luminaries of the horizon of divine unity, so that the result
of this sacred name may become manifest and evident.

Therefore, O ye friends, strive with the utmost effort, firmness
and steadfastness, so that that region may become the realm of
the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate, and that country may
become the dawning-place of lights. May its horizon become il-
lumined and its dawning-point become the manifestation of the
bestowals of the Lord of Bounties. May its rising star become
the radiant moon and its brilliant sun become resplendent and
manifest in the contingent world. May its Saturn become the
candle of the palace and its Mars become the commander of
the hosts of the All-Merciful.

This servant, with utmost humility and contrition, supplicates
at the Threshold of the Lord: O Peerless Beloved! These souls
are Thy friends and the servants of Thy Threshold. They are
intoxicated with Thy wine and wandering in Thy desert. They
are thirsting for Thy Salsabil and following Thy mighty proof.
Confirm them and grant them success, so that each one may
become a sign of guidance and a gift of the Supreme Concourse.
May they become the manifestations of the mysteries of unity
and the dawning-places of the lights of detachment. May they
become the hosts of the Kingdom and the life-giving armies
of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. May they shatter the
armies of self and passion, and seek shelter in mercy and righ-
teousness. May they become the cause of life and bestow the
spirit of salvation. O Lord! O Forgiver! Grant such a bounty
that all may become companions at the divine feast and be-
come intoxicated with the wine of the gifts of the Lord God.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Shiraz

O two tender branches of the Blessed Tree! Your letter ar-
rived and brought the utmost joy and delight regarding the
completion of the honored House and the conclusion of its ac-
counts. His Holiness the Confirmed One is truly confirmed,
victorious, successful and radiant. Praise be to God that in
such a storm and such a general onslaught, when all hearts are
troubled and souls are disturbed, ‘Abdu’l-Baha with complete
confidence and tranquility engaged you in building the hon-
ored House and occupied His Holiness the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree, Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Muhammad-Taqi, with constructing
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. At such a time we have arisen with
heart and soul to accomplish something that the sincere ones
of the past undertook in times of complete safety, security and
peace of heart and soul. This is none other than from the
infinite bounty of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sac-
rificed for His loved ones. Therefore, in gratitude for being
enabled to achieve this mighty endeavor, we must offer thanks
at the threshold of the Ancient Lord for granting success in
such service. His is the praise and His is the thanks for this.

We were grieved by the intensification of illness of the assured
handmaiden of God, the mother of Agqa Mirza Baha’u’d-Din,
and with utmost sorrow and regret I offered a prayer seeking
forgiveness at the Divine Threshold. The text of that prayer is
enclosed. As for the sum that that honored lady had willed -
it arrived at a very opportune time when funds were scarce in
the Holy Land and enemies were mounting an intense assault.
It was presented to a very worthy cause and deserving person.
This too demonstrates that honored lady’s sincerity. Upon you
both be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! Your letter dated the
25th of Jamadi’th-Thani was received and its contents were
noted. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has the utmost joy in the divine friends
from Shiraz. However, the expectation from the people of that
sacred soil is that they should surpass all other regions in their
enthusiasm, ecstasy, attraction and joy, and carry away the
ball of precedence and victory from the field of the love of God.
For that region is the homeland of the Gracious Lord and that
country is the dawning-place of the Most Luminous Sun. If
ever a word issues from the pen, it is with this expectation in
view.

Furthermore, some had secretly begun to speak ill of others
without cause, and these individuals gradually increased in
number and were daily multiplying. It was observed that if
this situation were to continue in this manner, this condition
would spread to all, and in this manifest Day such a state
must not and should not exist. Rather, all the friends must of-
fer the utmost praise for one another so that it may bring joy
to the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Otherwise, sorrow will prevail
and counsels will involuntarily flow from the pen.

As for the Holy House, it must certainly be pure and sanctified.
There should be a place nearby to serve as residence for the
caretaker and gathering place for pilgrims, while the august
House remains empty, unoccupied and sacred.

Enclosed is a letter for His Holiness Afnan of the Divine Lote-
Tree, Aga Mirza Aqa, the respected son of His Holiness the
Branch of the Divine Tree who attained the Supreme Compan-
ion, Jinab-i-Haji Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Ali Muhammad Sarrishtihdar, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What thou hadst written
was read with utmost care despite lack of time. It brought the
greatest joy and delight. Praise be to God, thou hast been and
art confirmed and successful in all matters. Today whoever
remains firm in the Covenant and detached from the people of
the world becomes illumined by the Orb of Effulgence, for the
invisible Kingdom bestows continuous bounty.

O thou faithful servant of the Abha Beauty, be confident in the
great grace and gift. The confirmations of the Sun of Truth
are ever encompassing and success is continuous. Engage in
teaching for it is the magnet of divine confirmation. Show no
laxity and let no event disturb thy heart. Be occupied with
promoting the truth with perfect wisdom.

As for unveiling, today ‘Abdu’l-Baha stands and faces all the
parties of the world. He has completely burned away the veils
and coverings, and with a radiant face raises the cry of “Ya
Baha’u’l-Abha” in all parts of the world, while internal and ex-
ternal enemies in all regions stand with utmost hatred. There-
fore the friends must wisely show some consideration and not
unveil, so that it may help calm the great agitation and alarm
of the parties. They should act with wisdom, for wisdom as
revealed in the Book is most pleasing and attractive.

Thou hast been and wilt be confirmed, be confident. As thou
hast observed, I hope through the aid and favor of my Lord that
thou wilt succeed in rendering important services. The friends
of God must arise with utmost kindness. Just as you have
done, the more oppression they witness, the more faithfulness
they must show, so that it may cause the appearance of the
great gift in the world of creation.

Deliver the enclosed letters. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and thy sorrow and grief caused hearts to be affected, for my
desire is that thou shouldst find increasing joy and gladness
moment by moment and be moved to ecstasy by divine glad-
tidings. Now, finding thee sorrowful, I became grieved. How-
ever, I beseech the Blessed Beauty to grant thee such joy and
delight that thou shalt never become sorrowful in any circum-
stance - that is, that thou mayest attain eternal joy and ever-
lasting spirit and fragrance.

Through a letter, convey on my behalf respectful greetings to
the handmaid of Baha Miss Clifford and Mr. Dreyfus and their
esteemed companion. In any case, O faithful servant of God,
the purpose of their journey was that it might become a cause
of remembrance and devotion for the heedless. Let them ob-
serve how the power of the Word of God has so penetrated the
world of being that souls from the furthermost western lands
travel with utmost longing and eagerness to visit the friends
in the East, and from this matter the connection between the
friends of God becomes clear and evident.

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be not sorrowful. I am
thy sympathizer and infinitely kind. Be not dejected by hard-
ships and difficulties in this transient world. Consider Jesus
son of Mary. In the words of Rumi:

“Though I must enter fire like Abraham, Though like John my
blood be made to flow,

Though like Joseph I be cast in well and prison, Though
through poverty I become Jesus son of Mary,

i I’ll not turn my head away, nor turn from Thee, For Thy com-

mand, my soul and body ready be.”

Strive as much as thou canst to acquire spiritual characteristics
and spread the divine fragrances. Deliver the enclosed letter.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO05427

AB05427

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

Your letter arrived and its contents were noted. Regarding the
heavenly title for Jinab-i-Sani’ that you had written about -
that he desires to be remembered at the Divine Threshold by
some mention and given a special title - therefore Jinab-i-Sani’
is known at the Threshold of Truth as “Badi’u’l-Mawhibih”
(Wondrous Gift). And I hope that the meaning and reality of
every title will become embodied in his essence, so that the
realities and meanings of every attribute may shine forth and
become evident like rays of light from the lamp of his reality.

Regarding the Tablets with translation that you wrote should
be sent from here - we have absolutely no translator here who
can translate even one line of the Sacred Writings. How can we
translate and send them from here? And this servant has abso-
lutely no time to attend to such matters. Therefore, whatever
Sacred Writings are suitable to Western tastes - those that are
all about universal peace and wellbeing, love and faithfulness
toward all human beings, truthfulness and reconciliation and
friendship between all peoples, absence of corruption, accord
and unity, and the way and conduct of the people of God - have
those Tablets translated in Tehran through skilled translators
with perfect eloquence and excellence and in the finest style,
and then print them. Otherwise it is absolutely not possible
here. And in America there is only one translator, no more,
and that one has so much work it is beyond imagining. As for
others, they are very weak in translation. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB02322

AB02322

To: Baha’is of Tihran

O God! O Bestower of gifts and Merciful One to all creation!
I beseech Thee by the Point from which all contingent beings
began and to which they returned, from which they originated
and to which they reverted, and through which they were
doubled and tripled and gathered together and separated and
merged and incorporated - wherein are contained the realities
of Thy mysteries and the wonders of Thy signs, and from which
radiated the brilliance of Thy lights - to assist these servants
of Thine to exalt Thy Word and spread the sweet fragrance
of Thy knowledge and diffuse the perfume of Thy gift. Then
make them steadfast in Thy Cause, firm in Thy love, clinging
to Thy robe and holding fast to Thy religion. Thou art the
Generous, the All-Bestowing.

Master Isma’il is mentioned and known in this gathering and
is accepted. Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Ibrahim is regarded with
the glance of favor. Mashhadi Muhammad is observed with the
eye of kindness. Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Dabbagh is praised
and commended, and since he is occupied with watching over
and protecting children who have drunk from the breast of the
love of God, his service and his wife’s trouble are accepted.
May God grant Jinab-i-Aga Baba a lofty station. Karbila’i
Abel is encompassed by divine grace and protected in the di-
vine shade.

O my God! This servant of Thine, Abu’l-Qasim, has turned
toward the Dawning Place of Thy forgiveness and the Rising
Point of Thy favor, and seeks pardon for his father who has
left this transient abode and turned toward the eternal realm
of the hereafter. O Lord! Forgive his sins and mistakes and
pardon his misdeeds, both outward and hidden. O Lord! Im-
merse him in the seas of Thy great mercy. Then forgive Thy
servant Baqir who has ascended to Thy heaven and been il-
lumined by the lights of Thy glory. Then forgive Thy hand-
maiden who was related to Thy servant who visited Thy pure
shrine, and her sister who ascended to the Kingdom of Thy
manifest mercy. Verily Thou art the Bountiful, the Pardoning,
the All-Sufficient, the Forgiving, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02384

AB02384

To: Bazzaz, Siyyid Hasan et al., in Tihran

O two pilgrims to the illumined holy shrine! With utmost joy
and fragrance you reached the dwelling place of the Beloved,
and from the rose garden of divine bounty you plucked deli-
cate flowers and wondrous blossoms, inhaled the musk-laden
breeze from the garden of mysteries, and became intoxicated
yet aware from the cup of success and prosperity. Then, by di-
vine decree, you returned to your familiar homeland to bestow
joy and fragrance upon the divine friends and give the greatest
glad tidings to those who are longing.

You requested letters for the friends, but the time was not
favorable and opportunity has not yet presented itself. If you
knew what turmoil and trials we were in, you would surely
excuse us, for arrows of cruelty came in succession from every
direction and the arrows of fate arrived continuously from all
sides, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha was bewildered as to which direction
to turn his breast as target. Until matters reached such a
degree that from the accumulation of arrows, this heart and
body gained armor of iron - no arrow had effect anymore and
no sword retained its sharpness.

Surely it is obvious that in such a state, with such grief and
such intensity, no one would have opportunity for even a whis-
per, let alone writing letters and composing books. Therefore
I ask forgiveness, and forgiveness is accepted by noble souls.

Convey to those friends on my behalf longing greetings and
give them the greatest glad tidings that with heart and soul
I raise lamentations at the threshold of the Beloved and with
tears beseech endless favors, so that the holy fragrances may
make the nostrils of the friends like the garden of eternity and
may make the hearts of the loved ones the garden of the Most
Merciful Lord. And upon you both and upon them be greetings
and praise from the Most Glorious Kingdom.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sl Ly rdie B0 15 55
otz 8 3l Ay OBl S5 012
5 st Ol oy Sl ) sl
.&J}A} (W\)‘ﬂ\ 94.;!'-:\,)\)&:«3  doed;
A4S Lty e Y 5 55 ol )
byt Ol by gy pit O3L
LBlie 5 a2 G2, 5 7 b (A OLL

A 8 oyl

p L;J "\':‘*“‘f QL«JJ CE é\#dmb :
;‘ Y S d )).A w} B J)., Jeluws
4...” f‘)} dw; U}w\ b)b S .&\,M
CL.AJJ,A)\LQ’ BY ‘JJ a\:)\.))}-r\%ﬂ
Adlae 5 Jolso o p 5 L el
db),\,)Kquc-\fu.u\)ww
‘)Ma-;&»l’gz‘(%p;)‘{-\rw
At s Ko 455 Jole e ) s
S )y e s Al

GS e b @l G s ol psbes )l
b sl g Coop (8 G2 O
oo 1dd LB 2y bl 53 Aoy o
5 by allze Cf e 185 L O
S ds 50l o0 § wes o8 Olay
Sl b gyl f,\i Obs 5 db Ol
|l gs rL’L.A o Ol b (5 ablby
uj&‘&b‘;\)tuﬁ}n\sua&ig
:—u\‘,W\M&} }u\slﬂjdl.?)

MMEK5#137 p.106

97


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-109.html

V]

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02344

AB02344

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Although this calamity rendeth the
heart and consumeth the soul, and is the cause of ceaseless
wailing and lamentation, yet after the Supreme Affliction and
Most Great Calamity—which hath melted the breast of the en-
tire creation through the fire of deprivation, made this mortal
realm a tortuous fire-temple of separation, caused the eyes of
the world to flow with tears, and set ablaze the heart of the
horizons—it behoveth thee to be patient and long-suffering in
the face of every adversity and to calm this tormenting flame,
for despite these grievous tempests, the waves of tribulations,
ordeals, and trials will have no negative effects, and despite
this fatal blow, these wounded limbs are of no lasting conse-
quence. Wherefore, endure this calamity and supplicate at the
threshold of oneness. That bird hath flown unto the retreats
of the Concourse on high, and that thirsty fish hath hastened
unto the ocean of the Kingdom of Abha.

O mother of that gracefully soaring bird! If that bird hath
flown to the nest of the birds of heaven, become a graceful
cypress in the garden of mercy, ascended as a star above the
horizon of the Lord, and become a shining candle in the as-
sembly of God, thou must not be grieved or saddened thereby,
for, in truth, this is loving-kindness unalloyed, a pure gift and
absolute bounty. Happy is he and blessed be his return.

O grandmother of that rose in the rose garden of the love of
God! That graceful bud has veiled its countenance from the
furnace of this world, but has blossomed in the rose garden of
the Abha Kingdom and revealed its face and become gladdened.
Do not weep, do not wail, do not lament, do not be restless.
If you were to know in what station she is established, you
would find perfect solace and complete tranquility. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my most glorious and most beauteous greetings to his
honor Aga Siyyid Yahya.
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AB02408

AB02408

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O Herald of the Covenant! Your recent letter was noted. Re-
garding the journey to Yazd - it is very appropriate, but you
must proceed with wisdom and not confront the religious schol-
ars, as this would surely cause great turmoil. Moreover, it
would create a definitive break between the two sides and dis-
rupt the work of teaching. Therefore wisdom is necessary,
namely that you meet privately with Mirza Siyyid Ali and
absolutely not confront him or meet him in public gather-
ings. Speak with utmost patience and gentleness. Also tell
the known person that debate and discussion in public is not
wise or appropriate at this time - the time will come. Therefore
we will meet privately and I will remove their doubts. Simi-
larly, give strong guidance to all the friends not to be indiscreet
but to act with wisdom, so that it may lead to association and
fellowship and cause the diffusion of the divine fragrances. Oth-
erwise a complete break will occur. Therefore some patience
and discretion is necessary and obligatory so that the thread
of fellowship is not entirely severed.

> In Yazd the people of hatred and malice lie in wait, and their
purpose is to attack. Now since there is a just government,
their intention is to somehow cause a sudden general attack
that the government would be powerless to prevent. Even the
invitation from Aqa Siyyid Ali has this secret purpose. There-
fore you should meet with the respected person and explain
the valid excuse, saying that these people’s purpose is not the
investigation of truth, and gathering in this way will only in-
crease obstinacy and cause sparks of corruption to appear, for
they have no other weapon than this.
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AB02341

AB02341

To: Khadijih Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Tihran

O bondmaid of Baha! Although for some time no news or
sign of spiritual attraction has reached this land from that
enkindled leaf, yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with utmost enkindlement
in the fire of the love of God, is occupied with your mention.

For bounties from the Kingdom of God have been ordained for
that family and household that cannot be imagined, since they
burned away the veil of tests with a flame and ignited a face in
the gathering of the Covenant. They chanted the verses of the
Covenant in the assemblage of the women of the horizons with
melody, song, harp and music. Moment by moment your men-
tion is on the tongues of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful
in this divine gathering.

Therefore your enthusiasm and excitement should reach the
ears of the Concourse on High at every moment, and your
attraction and rapture should arrive at the threshold of the
Most Glorious Kingdom. And you should be gathered in joy
and gladness such that its delight and happiness spreads to the
hearts of the handmaidens of the horizons.

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to the
attracted leaf, your mother, and give her the glad-tidings of
great bounty. Likewise make the assured leaf, the handmaid
of God your sister, joyous with divine favors. And similarly,
make the faithful brothers drink from the cup of bestowal from
this servant. And teach the tender sapling of the garden of
guidance, that is, the noble son, wonderful praises and odes
that perchance one day he may recite them in the gathering of
the yearning ones.

Say to Nasru’llah: Where is that music and playing of yours,
and where is that melody and song of yours? You sing from
there so we may hear it here, for if the sounds do not reach us,
the vibration of the strings of meanings will reach the ears of
the divine friends.

And may the Glory be upon you all continuously from the
Most Glorious Kingdom, O servants of God and handmaidens
of the All-Merciful. ‘Abbas.
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AB02352

AB02352

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi, in Tihran

O ancient servant of that Holy Being! You had complained
about lack of eloquence and fluency. O beloved one, God does
what He wills - freely open your tongue at the threshold of the
Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him. Words
and phrases held no authority - novel meanings and sound
purposes were accepted and beloved. They looked to hearts,
not inscriptions. They listened to the secrets of the heart, not
the cryptic words of eloquent writers. When the wine is pure
and sweet, no crystal goblet is needed. When the cupbearer is
rosy-cheeked, no silk, brocade or fine garments are required.

Therefore, as much as you can, strengthen the meanings and
foundations, and make firm the basis of loving-kindness. Today
those meanings are steadfastness and firmness upon the Center
of the Covenant, for the protection of God’s Cause and the
preservation of God’s religion depend upon it.

Regarding certain matters you had written about - this ser-
vant hopes through the grace of the Blessed Beauty that that
dust will settle and that discord will disappear. Once again
times will become sweet as sugar. And the greatest means for
removing these difficulties is the firmness of the loved ones in
the Covenant, so that those souls who have imagined here that
through schemes they can create a great weakness in the di-
vine Covenant and transfer the Light of the Covenant from its
ancient Center will become completely hopeless of achieving
these aims.

These darknesses that have spread across the horizons will not
be dispelled and this sedition will not end. Each day difficulties
will arise between friends. Therefore it is best that the friends
become so firm that the destroyers of the Covenant abandon
this notion.

5 And glory be upon you.
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AB02395

AB02395

To: Muhammad Hakimbashi, in Tihran

O spiritual physician! Although physical illnesses are severe,
the difficulty lies in treating spiritual diseases and symptoms
that have absolutely no cure or remedy. Consider that there
is no cure for the chronic ailment of J. No, by God! If all the
physicians of the world were to gather together, they could
not find a treatment or solution. I swear by the Most Great
Name, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, that
a hundred thousand Most Great Names were cast upon this
dark stone, yet it had absolutely no effect. Finally, like Christ,
we abandoned him and hastened to the expanses of the most
glorious Kingdom, reciting “Leave them in their vain discourse
to amuse themselves.”

Now that one who thirsts for the blood of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, at the
instigation of the Center of Sedition, goes secretly to the Great
FEmbassy in Tehran and has privately made such false accusa-
tions against this servant that I cannot describe them, they
cannot flow from the tongue, and the pen cannot write them.
He and his son and the Center of Violation and their support-
ers imagine that they will capture ‘Abdu’l-Baha in most severe
tribulation like the Wronged One of Taff [Imam Husayn|, and
prepare a wide arena for themselves. How far, how far from
the truth! And now, here and there, night and day, nay rather
moment by moment, they wait for this calamity to suddenly
befall ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And this servant’s utmost desire is this:
“Lord, assist Thy servant to attain intoxication from the cup
of the Most Great Martyrdom in the path of Thy loved ones.”

Beyond this, they even display miraculous powers, saying that
soon such and such will happen. It is like someone placing
gunpowder under a house and saying “Observe that soon this
building will be blown away, and I am giving news of the un-
seen” - and then setting it on fire.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dior p Glewar 21! oy b
02l Oldlee 53 Cusme by Sl Al
23 5 0l 1) 8 cgloyy 02101
b g oore e § o8 dadl sl
k] ‘_g\:L\ &= f\ Ay Y Cwa e
fw;mOJLTJ Ll Olays Ayl plar]
S de & dadl 80N Gy et (‘WL
AT s B e 2 ) kel
0358 S5 1y ol bews O Bl 55F
(3(..@);)“,@\.#6(\&.)&‘5@;
£ Qg 2 5

053 5, KA e o el 0Tl
el 5 3900 | 687 D3l 53 Ol b )3
3 FlE ey & 03) 1 Gliie de
SR AL L E B3 a8 ol 0L )
*@‘Mféuw@"; qu/; SN
Wl LS M a2l s b plie O )
Sles a2l Lo s Olbr 55 L5
&L))))wu\)bju‘-“)bdtb}u\?&
b)‘_}ﬁw‘u\‘&j%d‘wd{ﬁ)ﬁwbbu
y}ujww\db\ulf.\).\.od\)nf
L;j'&J\ UJW\ ‘J‘KJOJMJ“}CJV\?;

Sl o &

8 il 5 Cal§ LBl 28 o) 5l
S| Joo A2 dal s Ol i oy e
28 I Ol Jels ) oS 8
b 0l o) ke & wl e
i (P e s S dal
aay

TZHS8.0390, YQAZ.566-567x

102


https://www.h-net.org/~bahai/areprint/vol5/tzh8a/TZHVol8a.pdf#page=392
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02419

AB02419

To: Mustafa Nuri, in Tihran

O beloved compatriot of the horizons! The wonderfully mean-
ingful letter from that spiritual friend in the realm of Joseph
of Canaan was received. The poetic translation of the verses of
the handmaiden of God Louise Waite was noted. This was a
soul-stirring melody and nightingale’s song of faithfulness that
had been translated into the language of the East. Its reading
brought joy since it was in praise of the Blessed Beauty, and
the translation was sent to America for the handmaiden of God
Louise Waite. However, when the refrain was compared with
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s beliefs, it did not match. We praise you for the
eloquence, fluency and original meanings, but we lament and
moan about the departure from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s belief. When
you compose a refrain about servitude, submissiveness, and the
effacement and evanescence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, then it will bring
boundless joy and be chanted with wondrous melodies in gath-
erings of the friends, becoming a cause of divine confirmations
and success, and resolving difficult problems.

You had written about being troubled by creditors, having an
empty blessed purse, and financial straits. The drum and cym-
bal of bankruptcy is resounding from all horizons, but they
burn and endure. However, it is hoped that the trumpet blast
of bankruptcy will not be heard and hardship will be trans-
formed into ease. Although in a state of poverty and sincerity
you share and are partners with ‘Abdu’l-Baha and show pa-
tience and fortitude - “the patient poor one is better than the
grateful rich one.” I beseech God that means be provided for
his honor the Khan and the Mirza that they may find peace of
soul and joy of conscience.

A new song with notation by the handmaiden of God Louise
Waite was sent and is being forwarded to you. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Beauty.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
hadst written to the noble descendant was perused. Its con-
tents brought spirit and fragrance and demonstrated the firm-
ness of the friends in the Covenant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. For two
and a half years He has been wandering through mountains
and deserts, lost in plains and seas, each day in a different
city and each evening in a different land, until now He has
arrived in Paris and has become the companion and associate
of the friends, of Jinab-i-Amin and his esteemed son. But they
have departed for Iran, as wisdom so required. Therefore I
am writing this reply and enclosing your letter to Aqga Siyyid
‘Abdu’llah within it.

In any case, throughout this journey thou wast ever present
in mind and thy services at the Threshold of the Divine Unity
were accepted. We hope that through the favors of the Peerless
Lord thou wilt be assisted and confirmed in all things. Convey
loving greetings to Jinab-i-Mirza Taqi Khan, and likewise to
Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Shahab, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Ahmad Khan,
Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Zaman, both Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali Akbars, and
Jinab-i-Aqa Mahdi - to all of them I send greetings with the
utmost love and attraction.

3 During the days when Jinab-i-Amin was a companion and as-
sociate, he would spend day and night mentioning and praising
you, and likewise speaking well of the friends and handmaid-
ens of the All-Merciful. Convey greetings in the most eloquent
terms to the respected handmaid of God, the honored mother
of Aga Siyyid ‘Abdu’llah, and his brothers, and to the at-
tracted leaves, his sisters. Your respected friend arrived safely
in Paris and has thus far been met with twice.
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AB02354

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran

O faithful servant of the Covenant! Some time ago a letter was
sent, but no word of its receipt has yet arrived. However, one
month ago a letter was received from you complaining about
the scarcity of correspondence.

O faithful one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Do you have any idea what
crisis ‘Abdu’l-Baha is experiencing? I swear by the Beauty of
Baha, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, that I
cannot draw a breath without experiencing thousands of diffi-
culties and sorrows at the hands of the unfaithful, and I cannot
open my eyes without encountering a hundred thousand occu-
pations and pains that await. Given such occupations and
calamities, how can a thousand letters be written at every mo-
ment?

For praise be to God, through the assistance and favor of the
Ancient Beauty and the support of the Kingdom, the fame and
renown of the Cause of God has encompassed East and West,
and in all regions there are divine loved ones who all refer to
me and request letters. Consider and be fair - what should
‘Abdu’l-Baha do?

In any case, that one intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant
should offer a hundred thousand thanksgivings at every mo-
ment that, praise be to God, he has multiple letters in the
inkwell and is always mentioned in the presence of this ser-
vant. I beseech the Sacred Threshold that he may be assisted
and confirmed in services to the Cause of God.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the
assured leaf, the handmaiden of God, Fa’izih, and say: you
have not been and will not be forgotten. Focus on teaching and
perfume your brow with the dust of servitude at the Threshold
of Oneness. If you seek divine assistance and favor, teach, for
today if a handmaiden engages in teaching, she will excel all
the women of the world. This is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s counsel to all
the handmaidens of God.

i And upon you be the Glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

OO e cds Bl Bsle ey
Ao f gy o Jt b cs8 Ly g e
i 5 sy W) 5K 18 S s

53 ldlae § Gl g s le Gslo !

oY gy, el Jl 8 e G2 4
Jl Ol KT S o3l ous § 51
e 5 el 0Ly s 3 Ol
L}ﬂT,JbL@,\}M&TﬂﬁLﬁ{:
@ 0 85 Hhas s Jelie o) s sl

ST P RET-CRN

O g o s Sule 5 O 4 b at L
G dll ol Oy Ce O Sle O
A sl QBT e s 5 @5 ),
Flte 5 dilen Calp mom 5 30
Tdlie o3 bl Lo dlim Mot sl
LS 4

A3 8 b Gl ple e O )4
Sloask & at & 4l &1 s Ao g
e Ol a5 Al 5 3)ls 0 nt 5o s
s P e Okl 3y el ST
f Sy e B e

C}M Lg('\ E’_“\‘\Jﬁ“g"'\) ojb ‘Jj\aﬁ\ 4'\;}‘ ;4;)}
B S50 A8 P et el p K U
ool o5 &S SN e s AL
B e i Sile 5 0 51K e
S G sl g s ) el L oF
e o | 4 dle ol
1ol

Se el

MKT6.134, MUH3.284

105


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-134.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/286.pdf#page=300

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02394

AB02394

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Sayfudh-Dhakirin, in Iran

O Seyf al-Dhakerin! The era of the sword has passed and
the fast of summer has gone. Now is the time for honoring
guests. All who dwell on earth must be hosted and invited
to the divine table. As Sheikh Sa’di (may God make him
happy) said: “His table of bounty is spread everywhere without
limitation.” Praise be to God, the Blessed Beauty (may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) has spread the heavenly
feast table upon the earth and has prepared all divine bounties
and blessings at this table of grace. He has issued a universal
call: “Hasten to the Most Great Table! Hasten to the Greatest
Bounty! Hasten to the fruits of the Most Glorious Paradise!
Hasten to the blessings of your Lord’s mercy which gives life to
souls! O hungry ones, race toward these bounties and blessings!
O thirsty ones, hurry to this sweet, flowing spring gushing in
the highest Paradise!”

Thus it became clear that this is the era of honoring guests.
Your wandering, O true friend, caused grief, but you have
freedom, God willing, for bodily hardship in the path of God
is spiritual mercy, and wandering leads to the original divine
homeland. Therefore you must be joyful and glad that praise
be to God, you were worthy of this trial. It is not a trial but a
blessing, not cruelty but faithfulness. You had sought permis-
sion to attain the presence - now spend some time serving in
those regions and be a guest of the mindful ones, a companion
of those who sit together, and an associate of those who are
attracted, until in the future, God willing, permission will be
granted according to wisdom.

Convey most glorious greetings to Mirza Abdul-Hussein, and
likewise to the assured maidservant of God Leila and the young
maidservants of the Most Merciful. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Ali Akbar (Pilgrim)

O thou pilgrim to the sanctuary of the Concourse on High,
Ali-Akbar! God is Most Great! What a bounty thou hast
attained, what an ocean of mercy thou hast been immersed in!
From the lofty palm tree thou hast plucked choice fruit, and
from the flowing spring of Salsabil thou hast drunk the sweet
waters of Tasnim. Thou hast raised thy head from the bosom
of supreme felicity and placed the crown of divine guidance
upon the brow of understanding.

This grace and bounty is not vouchsafed to every soul, these
favors are not bestowed upon every person. The rays of the
sun brighten the chameleon’s eye, but cause the bats to flee in
discord. Sugar and candy are the food of sweet-singing parrots,
and the sight of the rose is sustenance for the nightingale of the
garden. The musk-laden fragrance is reserved for the gazelles
of the Lord’s wilderness, and the wondrous life-giving melodies
belong to the dove of the Garden of Paradise. The beauty and
grace of Layla are reserved for Majnun’s eyes alone, and the
sweetness of Shirin is conditional upon Farhad’s taste. The
perception of the verses of unity is conditional upon sanctified
souls, and the witnessing of the signs of the Glorious Lord
depends upon penetrating vision. To partake of the heavenly
feast requires a healthy constitution, and the eternal blessings
of the Ancient Beauty are reserved for worthy souls - else it is
deprivation upon deprivation.

O pilgrim to the holy dust! When thou reachest that land,
convey the greetings of Abdul-Baha to all the loved ones of
God. And upon thee be glory.

Permission is granted for the presence of Master Muhammad-
Rida, Ali-Akbar son of Master Javad, and Ali-Akbar Iskaui.
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To: Gulpaygani, Mirza Abu’l-Fadl et al.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! His honor Ustad ‘Abdu’l-Ghani was
present and submitted a paper containing the blessed names
of those divine friends, saying that he had observed the utmost
kindness from these precious souls and was therefore indebted
to their favor and grateful for their kindnesses. He said that
after much thought about how to repay this kindness, he saw
no other way except to request a letter from me for them, that
it might serve as recompense for that kindness.

I said, “O Ustad, one must not abandon fairness. Given all
these trials and corruption from the envious ones, and the out-
cry of the antagonists, and limitless occupations and tribula-
tions, how can I write individual letters to each of my beloved
friends? Be fair!” Finally, through forceful persuasion he
agreed to one letter. But God also helped, otherwise the Ustad
is Turkish and strong, and would not have left the field with
these excuses.

Surely you too will assist me and be content with one letter.
And T will bow my forehead at the Sacred Threshold and be-
seech manifest victory for you, which is better than a hundred
thousand lengthy and profound letters, tablets and treatises.
O Lord! Answer my prayer through Thy grace and mercy, O
Merciful One!
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AB02390

To: Husayn Attar Yazdi Ulfat

O pilgrim to the gathering-place of the Supreme Concourse!
Praise be to God that through divine assistance and favor you
have traversed distant stages, crossed deserts, and reached the
intended destination. No greater bounty can be conceived than
attaining the presence at that Threshold. Praise the Mighty
Sovereign that this was ordained.
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Now return to the divine realm and in every land, region and
frontier you pass through, give glad-tidings of the favors of the
Forgiving Lord, waft the sweet fragrance of the love of God to
all, and convey from ‘Abdu’l-Baha the utmost longing and the
most glorious greetings.

From the infinite favors of the Desired One, there is abundant
hope that all will remain protected and preserved under the
shelter of His Oneness, and day and night scatter the musk of
divine mysteries throughout the world through remembrance of
the Lord. May the conduct and behavior of all be the diffusion
of the fragrances from the garden of the Lord of Lords, and
their aim and desire be the guidance of seekers of truth.

In any case, I supplicate day and night at the threshold of
the All-Merciful and seek joy and delight for the friends of the
Forgiving Lord. My desire is nothing but the happiness and
joy of the friends of the Forgiving Lord.

My ultimate wish was to write to each one, but you observe
how things are. 1 wanted to write to each person you had
requested letters for, but you made your request after the book
of correspondence was closed. I was occupied with writing
important treatises, therefore I write this letter to you in my
own hand as compensation, so that you may become a speaking
book and be a detailed letter from me to all the friends.

And upon you be glory.
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AB02460

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O ye illustrious Afnan! A few months ago, a prayer was re-
vealed beseeching protection and divine favors for all the Af-
nan of the sanctified Tree and praising the qualities of the
offshoots of the sacred Tree, but news of its arrival hath not
been received. Nor hath there been any news of receipt of one
thousand tumans sent for the purchase of the adjacent home.
Inform on what ye have done regarding that house and how
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much hath been received through [Haji] Amin. But do so ur-
gently. If you do not have time to write, then ask someone
else to report on your behalf. It hath been a while since any
news or communication from the Afnan of Shiraz hath been
received.

I am encompassed by assaulting multitudes of mischief, diffi-
culties, and calumnies, and because I must write to the whole
world, not a moment is left to me. Notwithstanding, I write
in my own hand that ye may realize how profoundly I care
about this important undertaking. The object is, God willing,
that the house adjacent to that Sanctified Court will be pur-
chased, that none might be permitted to verbally or physically
become presumptuous towards it. This house will be like a
fortified foundation and a secure and permanent perimeter.

Through the protection and favors of the Blessed Beauty, we
remain steadfast and determined, and beseech mighty confir-
mations and great blessings for the illustrious Afnan of the
sacred Lote-Tree. Upon them all rest the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious.

GEN.253, AFNAN.187-188

AB02458

To: Kawkab Sultan wife of Muhammad Alagihband et al.

O Lord, O Forgiver! Thou art the Compassionate; Thou art
the Lord of mighty forgiveness. We are all, from head to foot,
naught but shortcoming; Thou art the forgiving Lord. We are
sinners; Thou art the Pardoner. Bestow forgiveness upon every
servant laden with transgression, and grant refuge and shelter
unto these helpless ones. Release the captive bound in the
chains of sins, and give the poor and homeless one an abode at
Thy Holy Threshold. The ocean of Thy forgiveness is bound-
less, and the sun of Thy bounty is radiant and resplendent.
What power or effect, then, can the darkness of sin possess?
What fear or peril can there be for sinners?

Make this faithful and assured handmaiden dear at Thy
Threshold, and guide this poor, bewildered one unto the
treasure of the riches of Thy pardon. Lead this wanderer
in the wilderness of longing unto the pavilion of nearness,
and direct this thirsting one, whose liver is aflame in the
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desert of remoteness, unto the ocean of proximity and reunion.
Immerse this assured leaf in this “cool and refreshing bath
and drink,” that she may be cleansed and sanctified from all
the ills and ailments of the world of being, enter the Kingdom
of Thy glory, and repose beneath the shade of the Tree of
Thy mercy; that she may drink from the cup of meeting, and,
in the assemblage of divine effulgence, behold the radiance of
the Beauty. Thou art the Forgiving, the Merciful, and Thou
art the Lord of pardon and forgiveness.

3 O well-favored servant of the Court of Glory! Sorrow and weep
no more. In the passing of that faithful leaf many a wisdom
is hidden, and in each of those wisdoms, a mercy is concealed.
Soon this grief will come to an end, and this affliction will
vanish.

That bird of the garden of resignation hath made her nest
upon the threshold of eternity and found peace and tranquility.
Thou shouldst think of the peace she hath attained, of the
tranquility of her soul, and of the pardon and forgiveness of
the All-Merciful. Peace be upon thee.

Nbes abe OV 5 5 )L s Julee o
e 5 ST O e (21l e a
o gt :}L BRI ,\_;L; N2 Qﬁi.l.c ol
Jaz s 5 dag W ale 51 alaly Caile
5 ed G5 Al dls gy teslis 4

£ 8 0L s e Kl G5 Ol

9 ut'lnﬁ- Ny LY‘ cg).s u:,s.ﬁ ody gl 3
sdyy OF Sy 5o ple o 31 Ko
L(«*J L‘,'lia Q\/)J 9 C,.wl.‘,'lga 45 40
J fl Ol 3335 g Ol ) e
2
,;;wugotj);fgm@.\,,;j |
OLD &‘);&)Ju&@?osy—\} C""\J
Oy pam Ol 5 s Oy el

INBAS85:213, BSHN.140.193x, BSHN.140.327x,
BSHN.144.193x, BSHN.144.325x,
MHT1b.247, MHT2.148ax

AB02444

To: May Maxwell

O thou who art enkindled by the fire of the love of God!

Iread thy detailed letter and noted its wondrous contents. Ren-
der thanks unto God that He rescued thee from the affliction of
His trials and delivered thee from the depths of the ocean of His
tests. He enabled thee to be sincere in thy love for Him, inde-
pendent of anyone beside Him, attracted to His sweet savours,
and overflowing with His loving kindness. Rejoice, then, within
thy soul and be gladdened within thy heart for being the re-
cipient of the grace of thy Lord, as He hath freed thee from
attachment to aught but Him. He, verily, is the Protector, the
Generous.

O Handmaid of God! Do not hurry the matter, as it is better
to wait a while in such affairs. Perchance that person’s heart
may be illumined with the light of guidance, and thou mayest
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draw him nearer the shade of the Tree of Life and enable him to
enter the paradise of divine love. Tell him: “I desire intimacy
and union with thee in both the earthly and divine kingdoms,
both physically and spiritually. Were we to be united in body
only and remain distant in spirit, what use and benefit would
such a union bring? For such intimacy would be a transitory
thing and not an essential reality. Rather would I share a bond
with thee in both the earthly and heavenly realms, in both
body and spirit. Such a union would be divine and everlasting,
and through it we would soar like birds upon the wings of
divine love, gain admittance into the paradise of His Kingdom,
build our nest upon the branches of the Tree of Life, and sing
wondrous and melodious songs of thanksgiving and praise in
the realms above.” Perchance this person will be awakened
from the slumber of negligence and witness the signs of the
bounties of thy Lord which have encompassed the worlds.

I beseech God to change thee into pure spirit, to shine upon
thee the light of Truth, to free thee from all things, to assist
thee to sacrifice thine entire being in the path of His love, and
to forget thine own self, thy body, and all thy material con-
ditions. Thus wilt thou become entirely spiritual-nay, a very
incarnation of spirit, an embodiment of light, a sign of wisdom,
and an angel of God come down from heaven.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Shirin Gushtasb et al.

O cherished handmaidens of God!

When the handmaidens of God Murvareed reached the Holy
Shrine, she placed her head upon the sacred threshold, kissed
the pure earth, and beseeched assistance and grace for those
divine handmaidens. Then she received the escort of grace and
gave glad tidings of infinite bounty, so that those handmaidens
might join the company of women confirmed by God’s grace
and favor, enter into excitement and fervor, and become intox-

icated and bewildered from the overflowing cup of the love of
God.
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When I too heard your blessed names, I strove with heart and
soul to write a letter for each one, but lack of time prevented
this endeavor. Nevertheless, I write one letter and hope it will
cause hearts to be revived and souls to be awakened.

The glance of the Blessed Beauty’s favor from the Most Hid-
den Kingdom is directed toward the handmaidens of the Mer-
ciful. Confirmations and success arrive from every direction,
but capacity and worthiness are necessary, for while spring
rain adorns the garden, in salty soil it brings forth nothing but
thorns. Thus it became clear and evident that first capacity
and then assistance is needed - until the nostrils of longing
are opened, the holy fragrances cannot perfume the gardens of
minds.

5 1 hope that eyes will always be illumined by witnessing the

lights, and minds will become the envy of rose garden and
meadow through inhaling the fragrance of mysteries.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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O my God, my God! The bird of fidelity has flown with wings
of faithfulness from the nests of mortality to Thy sacred gar-
dens, and this drop, attracted by the waves of Thy seas of
oneness, has returned to the surging ocean of Thy grandeur in
the midst of Thy paradise, and this ray has returned to the
sun of Thy beauty, and this breeze has turned toward the rose
gardens of the paradise of reunion with Thee, and this servant
has sought Thee at the gate of Thy oneness and arrived be-
fore Thee in the court of Thy unity. O Lord! Honor him with
Thy most glorious Kingdom and cause him to enter beneath
the shadow of Thy countenance in Thy most exalted heaven.
Then grant him the heavenly feast in the highest Paradise and
give him to drink from the pure fountain of camphor, and make
his face radiant with light among the gathering of joy and de-
light. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Forgiving, the Pardoner
of shortcomings.

O leaf who supplicates to God, who is awakened by the remem-
brance of God, who implores God, who is devoted to God, who
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is moved and stirred by the breaths of God! Do not be sorrow-
ful from this great calamity, do not be grieved, do not sigh and
lament, do not weep and wail, do not cry out or be disturbed.
That nightingale of the garden of faithfulness has flown to the
eternal gardens, and that dove of the bower of loyalty has as-
cended to the meadows of the mercy of the Lord. That candle
became illumined in the gathering of the All-Merciful, and that
moth of the divine lamp burned away the physical veil. That
consumed fish found its way to the divine sea, and that dis-
turbed nightingale entered the rose garden of the All-Merciful.
That sincere lover reached the privacy of the Beloved, and that
compatible friend entered the gathering of the Loved One. This
is the state of that one who has ascended to God, and that pure
leaf is also the object of the glance of favor and the recipient
of grace and mercy, sheltered by kindnesses and encompassed
by bestowals. Therefore rejoice in this great bounty.
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O divine friends! Separation from loved ones burns the heart
and soul, and distance and remoteness bring loss and depriva-
tion. Especially when there is neither a perfumed letter, nor a
trusted messenger, nor an envoy, nor a courier, nor any com-
munication - news is cut off from all directions, deprived of
heart’s consolation, and the spirit and soul are in utmost grief
and sorrow. Until the victorious army arrived in the Holy Land,
curbed the reins of the oppressors, and broke the might of the
tyrants. Security and comfort were established, and the leaders
of the country and army showed kindness to every oppressed
one. The black cloud dispersed and the political horizon be-
came bright. Friend and stranger found rest, and acquaintance
and stranger alike sang melodies of joy. The darkness of op-
pression and error has been dispelled by the light of justice and
fairness, and just authority has been established.

Praise be to God that through the grace and favor of the
Blessed Beauty, during such a great upheaval and storm of
hardships and calamities and dominion of oppressors, these
wanderers remained protected and at ease. No one fell ill, no
difficulty or hardship prevailed, until the ship of God’s Cause
reached the shore of salvation. Now that the exalted govern-
ment has taken control and all the people of the country from
every nation and creed are resting in the cradle of comfort and
ease, Mr. Storrs arrived from Egypt and gave the glad tidings
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of the health and safety of all the friends. I was very pleased
and grateful that praise be to God, the friends in Egypt also
remained protected and preserved. Night and day we remem-
ber you and offer good prayers, and hope that we shall meet.
I yearn with heart and soul for all the friends. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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He is the Consoler of His maidservants who are afflicted with
the most great calamity!

O patient and grateful one! Although this bereavement is an
ocean of sorrow and grief, and this calamity is a soul-consuming
fire of pain and suffering, and every soul is in the utmost lamen-
tation and mourning, yet when thou lookest with truth, a lover
has hastened to the street of the Beloved, and a nightingale
has taken flight to the divine rose-garden, and a thirsty fish has
found its way to the sea, and a sweet-singing parrot has discov-
ered its honey-and-sugar-laden homeland. Now that sapling is
in the stream of beauty and majesty in the utmost freshness
and vibration, and like a bird of the meadow in the divine gar-
den and rose-garden, it sings with heavenly melodies “Would
that my people knew how my Lord hath forgiven me and made
me of those who have attained!” Why then art thou sorrow-
ful and grief-stricken? Soon shall we all be gathered beneath
the shade of the mercy of His Divine Unity, and in the ut-
most joy we shall engage in the glorification and praise of the
All-Forgiving Lord.

3 O my God, my God! Verily, a bird from among the birds
of Thy holy gardens hath winged its flight to the pavilions of
Thy mercy and oneness, and soared to the realm of Thy grace
and lordship, thirsting for the spring of Thy mercy and drawn
to the kingdom of Thy bounty. O Lord! Expand its breast
by its arrival at the fountain of Thy forgiveness and pardon,
illumine its sight by beholding Thy beauty, gladden its heart
through the manifestation of the signs of Thy generosity and
bestowal, and grant it an exalted holy station. Pour forth all
patience and solace upon its dear and loving mother who is
distraught and distressed after its ascension unto Thee, and
upon its father who hath acquiesced to Thy decree and shown
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patience in Thy tribulation. Verily Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, the Bestower, and verily Thou art the Kind, the
Great, the All-Merciful.

O affectionate sister! Weep and lament not over that bird of
the heavenly rose-garden. Thou shalt find that dear individual
and kindly youth in the palace of God.
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O thou who art yearning for an enduring gift! How long wilt
thou remain remote from the heights of acceptance in the cor-
ner of obscurity, and seek patience and delay in this dark and
narrow dungeon, becoming captive to scent and color? Make
thou a melody for the Supreme Concourse and turn to the
Abha Kingdom. Let thy ambition soar high and thy purpose
be noble. Build not thy nest and dwelling like ignorant birds
in the furnace of the mortal world. Like the ill-omened owl,
make not thy home in ruins. If thou art of the birds of the
gardens of reality, wing thy flight in the realms of divine unity,
and if thou art of the nightingales of the holy gardens, begin
thy song and melody.

How long wilt thou seek silence and how long wilt thou draw
thy head into the collar of quietude? What fruit did that which
passed of life yield, and what trace remained? It gave no re-
sult save despair and regret, and produced no fruit except con-
straint and limitation. What remains of life will likewise pass.
Therefore, while the bow is in hand and arrow nocked, strive
thou to hunt the meanings and gallop in the field of eternal
life.

Ride a steed, wield a polo stick, and snatch the ball. Take
some result from life and gain some portion from existence.
Leave a trace, yield fruit and produce. Create a dawning and
illumine the horizons. Create a wave and ascend to heights.
Scatter pearls and make springs flow. Light a candle and burn
away veils. Become the cause of the appearance of lights and
the means for the manifestation of mysteries. Spread the holy
fragrances and cause the breezes of the gardens of intimacy to
waft.
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I swear by the Ancient Beauty that in such a state the hosts
of the Kingdom like flocks of birds will confirm thee, and the
powers of the realm of might like the outpouring of clouds will
grant bounties. And glory be upon thee.
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O sapling of the garden of the love of God!

The spiritual melody which issued forth from the throat of the
love of God reached the spiritual friends, and from your sup-
plication and imploring prayer the utmost effect was produced
in hearts and souls, for the delicate fragrance of humility and
neediness was inhaled from its garden of meanings.

This servant also entreated and implored at the Holy Threshold
of the Self-Subsisting Lord that you may be assisted to carry
out the divine ordinances, which are that marriage after the
maturity of the wife is at age fifteen and is not permitted before
maturity. Therefore, make whatever excuse possible to your
father that this matter is not feasible, but do so with wisdom so
it does not cause distress to his heart. Resort to means whereby
neither does he become discouraged nor is an act contrary to
the command of the Book carried out. There is no changing of
God’s decree - this is the true religion, and those who transgress
the bounds of God are the losers.

This explicit statement is due to this servant’s perfect love
for you, otherwise I would have referred you to the Book it-
self, knowing you would understand your duty. Now I have
explained the decree of the Book, so you must be utterly firm
and steadfast in God’s law and follow God’s decree in all deeds
and actions.

But you must proceed with wisdom so your father does not
become very distressed and hurt, and does not think that you
are avoiding this matter merely to oppose him. Rather, God
willing, you will carry it out in such a pleasing way that it
will cause him to become aware and observe that you have
no purpose except following God’s command, being steadfast
in God’s law, detachment from the world, and attachment to
God’s decrees.
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O kind friend! No doubt you have heard about the calamities
and severe attacks directed at ‘Abdu’l-Baha. You know that
before the approach of my brother Aqa Mirza Badi’u’llah, all
paths had become smooth and level, and some peace of mind
and body had been attained. Those people had no news of us,
and we likewise had no interaction or contact with them. Night
and day we were engaged in prayer and supplication and service
at the Threshold of the Lord of Verses. We were serving with
some measure of freedom and praying for all, detached from
any mention save the mention of God, and had attained some
spiritual joy.

His honor my brother desired fellowship; we showed love and
served him with complete sincerity. To the extent possible
- and you are witness - there was no failing. But it seems
his constant association and interaction day and night made
‘Abdu’l-Baha like a magnet attracting calamities, trials and
afflictions. From that day until the day of separation, by your
precious life O kind friend, I did not draw one breath in peace,
found not a moment’s rest, and was held back from service, for
he kept me occupied.

This is the heartache that I share with that old friend, that

he may be my partner and companion in this grief and sorrow.

Even the marriage of Aqa Mirza Badi’u’llah was for that person
also a difficult union. Consider that from that day until now
affairs have been disordered - you have found no rest, whether
in physical health or in other matters. I beseech God that
henceforth this may be transformed and means of comfort of
heart and soul may be made possible in every way.

Convey most glorious greetings to all the friends. ‘Abbas.
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The friends of God have ever been and continue to be remem-
bered through His most wondrous and sweetest mention and
His most holy and most glorious glorification. Through His in-
finite favors, we cherish the hope that all may gather together
beneath the shadow of His Most Great and Most Generous
Name, around the point of divine unity and the center of de-
tachment, in the spiritual and heartfelt realms, illumined by
the Sun of God’s single Word.

And it is assuredly necessary that the outpourings of this most
glorious and most exalted station be made manifest in the
world of bodies as well, for the outer is the symbol of the inner.
Therefore, if several of the friends of God who dwell in any
of the cities of truth and who are engaged in the same craft
were to unite and work together in partnership, seeking from
God the grace to conduct their dealings according to divine
qualities, then surely from their behavior would shine forth
the light of the Sun of Truth, and their craft and occupation
would truly acquire the character of worship. And if souls
were to act according to these conditions, the gates of mystic
triumph would assuredly be opened before their faces from
every direction.

Based on these proofs and evidences, it would be fitting and
proper for those friends of truth to unite, all four of them, and
rent a spacious shop, gathering therein whatever copper each
possesses, recording in a ledger how much belongs to each, and
keeping a daily account book. At the end of each month they
should balance the shop’s income and expenses, and spend
these remaining days in the utmost joy and fragrance beneath
the shadow of the Beauty of the All-Merciful, occupied day
and night in remembrance of God in their hearts and souls in
thanksgiving for this supreme blessing.
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ABU1267

ABU1267

It has been reported that there are plans to sell some of the
crown jewels of Iran. The true crown of Iran is justice, not
gems. If they could place a crown of justice upon this na-
tion, that would be fitting. What benefit is there in a crown
of stones? It is but stone. The ancient kings of Iran prided

themselves on justice, not on crowns of jewels.

Since the Sun of Truth has dawned from the horizon of Iran,
the Iranian people must strive to make their realm the crown
of the world—and this through the unity of mankind and the
concord and harmony of all humanity. The sun illumines the
entire world, yet its influence is strongest at the equator. Sim-
ilarly, the divine teachings should have their most powerful
effect in Iran. The Iranian people should achieve this bounty
and triumph more than others.

They said that in one of the cities of India, Aqa Siyyid Mustafa
has written that fifty people have embraced the Faith at once,
his letter having arrived today. Iran must act in such a way
that others derive greater benefit from the appearance of the
Sun of Truth-meaning that the divine teachings should have
greater effect in other lands than in Iran itself, for Iran is the
dawning-place of the Sun of Truth and its rays must spread
from Iran to other regions.

Jinab-i-Mirza Tarazu’llah submitted that they had written
from Bombay requesting that more travelers come there, as
there was great receptivity. They replied that the entire world
is receptive and only needs teachers. If the world were not
receptive, the Manifestation would not have appeared. The
very appearance of the Manifestation is proof of receptivity,
that great results will follow from this dawning, and that

minerals and plants will flourish.

The world is like the human body and the Cause of God is like
the spirit. Until the body has capacity, the spirit will not be
made manifest. The very appearance of the spirit is proof of
the body’s capacity.
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There was a very holy man who lived many years ago. He was
so very beautiful that the angels longed to minister, in some
special way, to him and they asked that they might come and
do this, and consent was given. So, these ministering angels
came down to earth and said to this beautiful soul, “We have
come to you with a gift. We are permitted to bestow upon
you some gift from God. What will you have?” He said: “I
want nothing.” They said: “But do you not want to heal?” He
said, “God will do that. I am but his servant.” They said: “Do
you not want to save souls?” He said: “God does that and
chooses whom he desires.” Finally, after asking him very many
questions, they said: “You must ask something. We have the
privilege of bestowing a gift upon you, you must make some
selection.” He said, after a moment’s thought: “I want to do all
the good I can, in every way that I can, without ever knowing
anything about it.”

The angels took counsel together as to how they could grant
that wish and finally they made a decision and came to him
and said: “Your wish is granted. Wherever you go, wherever
your shadow falls, behind you or to either side of you, but not
in front of you, blessings will fall.” And so, as time passed,
wherever that beautiful man went, in his simplicity, not know-
ing any good that he did, his path became a blessing. When his
shadow fell to the right of him, or to the left of him, but never
in front of him, blessings, refreshment and beauty marked his
path. Mothers brought their babies to catch the gift of his
shadow; the weary, the crippled and the lowly came about his
path and caught those shadows; even the flowers sprang up
more refreshed and the little brook fell back of him or to ei-
ther side of him, but never in front of him. And so, as time
passed, even his name was forgotten and he was called “The
Holy Shadow”.

BSTW#010
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ABU3674

About the same time that the Afnan had arrived in the Holy
Land for their pilgrimage, because of the unfounded complaints
of Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali to the Mutisarrif Pasha, each day for
several hours ‘Abdu’l-Baha was called in for questioning. The
honored Afnan related:

One day His blessed Person came home later than usual, and
when He arrived, it was evident that He was most perturbed.
‘Abdu’l-Baha informed us, “Today, this man (Mirza Muham-
mad‘Ali) has done such a deed and written in such wise that
Mutisarrif Pasha wanted to use his statement as evidence to
uproot Us completely. He has written, ‘Whatever our illus-
trious Father had left as inheritance, has been confiscated by
the Effendi [i.e. ‘Abdu’l-Baha] and He is depriving us of our
rightful share” Today, the Mutisarrif said to me, ‘This doing
of Yours is at variance with an Islamic hadith that we have,
‘Verily, the Prophets and Messengers do not inherit, nor do
they have an inheritance’ If Your claim is indeed of truth,
then it is at considerable incongruity with what Your brother
has reported.”’

‘Abdu’l-Baha continued relating, “This statement of his
pierced my heart like a sharp knife. However, the confirma-
tions of the Blessed Beauty were ever-present and I responded
to him, ‘Our illustrious Father has left a Will and Testament,
penned and sealed in His own hand, and therein written,
‘Although the Realm of Glory hath none of the vanities of
the world, yet within the treasury of trust and resignation
we have bequeathed to Our heirs an excellent and priceless
heritage. Earthly treasures We have not bequeathed, nor have
We added such cares as they entail. By God! In earthly riches
fear is hidden and peril is concealed. Consider ye and call to
mind that which the All-Merciful hath revealed in the Qur’an:
‘Woe betide every slanderer and defamer, him that layeth
up riches and counteth them.”” ‘Abdu’l-Baha added, “The
Mutisarrif was then thoroughly silenced and said no more.”

AFNAN.215-216
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AB12886

To: Marie Jackson, in Paris

O thou whose brow shineth with the light of the love of God!

Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast been enraptured by
the breaths of God. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast
gathered together the loved ones of God in a gathering of fel-
lowship and affection. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou
hast shown consideration unto the loved ones of God and the
handmaids of God. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast
companied with those whose faces are radiant with the light of
the knowledge of God. Blessed art thou, inasmuch as thou hast
arisen to serve the Cause of God. Blessed art thou, inasmuch
as thou hast desired to aid ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Yet, O handmaid of Baha, I know that thou hast written unto
someone in Haifa, that he might strive for the deliverance
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha from the prison of ‘Akka, through whatever
means might be possible, even by the expenditure of money.
But the man to whom thou didst write concealed thy name
from me. As for me, however, I have known it with perfect
certainty.

O handmaid of God! ‘Abdu’l-Baha is well-pleased with the
decree of Providence, hath committed all affairs unto God, re-
joiceth in imprisonment, and is gladdened by this affliction.
He beseecheth God to ordain for him the greatest calamities
in His path, and to cause him to quaff the overflowing cup of
the bounty of God, which is the supreme martyrdom. This is
my desire; this is my highest longing, the summit of my joy,
and the utmost goal of my hopes.

5 If, then, the Lord of majesty should desire to remove this im-

prisonment, none can hinder Him in His command. He doeth
whatsoever He willeth and ordaineth whatsoever He pleaseth.

shouldst thou desire to ex-
pend in the path of God, expend thou in the establishment
of the Cause of God. For the friends have begun to erect
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in the land of Russia, in the city of
‘Ishgabad. This is among the greatest institutions in the Cause
of God and a matter of exceeding importance. Contributions
have been gathered in that city for its construction. Shouldst
thou desire to aid, even with some measure, in the building of
this glorious undertaking, this would be better than all other
things.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02601

AB12887

To: Baha’is of Tiflis et al.

O ye beloved of God and true friends! The joyful tidings of the
fervor and ardor of those near ones of the threshold of the Abha
Beauty—my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones—rejoice the
hearts and heal the breasts.

In this day, from whatsoever quarter the call of “Ya Baha'u’l-
Abha” is raised, its breeze is joy-giving and its fragrance musk-
laden. Its melody is the anthem of the Abha Kingdom, and its
culture the outpourings of the Concourse on high.

How blessed, then, are those souls who, in this day, through
remembrance of that Essence of Sanctity, are the companions
of praise and glorification, the mines of purity, the wellsprings
of fidelity, and the embodiments of piety.

Wherefore, O ye friends, in that rose-garden wherein ye dwell,
adorn the banquet of love, hold the festival of gladness, and
with divine melody and heavenly strain cry aloud: “Holy, holy,
Lord of the angels and the Spirit!”
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AB02601

To: Spiritual Assembly of Baghistan

O divine friends! It is morning, and the Eastern Sun has a
radiance and brilliance, and the world-illumining Divine Sun
has bounty and bestowal. This Eastern star has a luminous
procession from the elemental world, and that Divine Lumi-
nary has a penetrating ray from the spiritual realm. This one
adorns the face of the earth, that one unveils its countenance
in the highest heaven. This one ignites its brow from the cos-
mic dawning-place, that one burns away the veils of successive
darknesses of the worlds from the manifest horizon. This one’s
bounty is momentary and its ocean but a dewdrop, while that
one’s radiance is continuous, its bounty pouring forth, its sign
established, and its star brilliant.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

ABO02515

2 Therefore, holy and sanctified is the Lord Who, through a
bounty from the Kingdom of Sanctification, has brought the
world and its peoples to life, bestowed life, shone upon the
realities of the people of truth, opened the gates of bounty
from the realm of divinity, and made the world of mortality
the throne of the Sovereign of the Kingdom.

O divine friends! Do not let this supreme gift slip from your
grasp, and count this mighty opportunity as a precious trea-
sure. It is the time of receiving and bestowing bounty, the
moment of enkindlement and engagement, and the day of at-
taining hopes. The Most Great Sea is surging, the Most An-
cient Light is guiding the path, and the niche of the world is
adorned with the brilliant lamp. If in this glorious century
you do not illuminate your faces, make manifest your sweet
fragrances, open your eyes, and find repose in the shade of the
Divine Lote-Tree of favors, then in what time and what mo-
ments will you brighten your countenance and make the world
a rose garden? The grace of the Pre-existent Beauty is mighty,
and the gift is a mercy to all the worlds.

And upon you be glory, and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant and His mighty Testament.
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AB02515

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O steadfast and firm servant! At all times we are occupied
with the remembrance of that longtime friend and intimate
companion. Blessed art thou that thou art ever mentioned at
the Sacred Threshold! Blessed art thou that thou art renowned
in the assemblage of the All-Merciful!

In the Dispensation of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones, thou wert raised from the grave
and illumined with the Most Great Light, and in the Day of the
Manifestation of the Abha Beauty thou wert set ablaze with
the fire kindled in the Tree beyond which there is no passing,
and thou didst arise to serve the Cause and wert accepted at
the Most Holy Court. After the Ascension thou didst hold
fast with utmost strength to the Covenant and Testament and
attained the blessing of visiting the Sacred Shrine.
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Now, with renewed spirit and boundless confirmations, thou
must keep the lamp of the love of God burning bright in that
region and set those parts aflame.

Any correspondence that comes to this place through that land
should come to the attention of your honor and his honor Aqa
Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad and his honor Aqa Bala - this is so that
if one person is not present, another can serve as intermediary
- and it should be recorded in the pilgrim house register.

5 In any case, convey wonderful Abha greetings to all the friends

of God. We are always occupied with their remembrance. Al-
ways send news of the brethren, upon them be the Glory of
God the Most Glorious, as it brings joy and delight. And
upon thee be Glory.

; Convey wonderful Abha greetings to his honor Mulla

Muhammad-‘Ali. At all times we beseech God for his confir-
mation. Winter has come - your gatherings should become
very warm. And upon thee be Glory.
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AB02550

To: Khusraw Parsi, in Bombay

In the Name of the Pure God, the Self-Sufficing!

O Khusraw! Remove thyself utterly from estrangement, that
thou mayest recognize the One True Friend. Be a wise exem-
plar in the gathering of the friends, so that in the heavens thou
mayest become a peerless star. This is the Day of truthfulness
and wisdom; now is the time of knowledge and understand-
ing. This is the morn of light and perception, of majesty and
greatness. He who striveth greater, the higher will be his gain;
and every bird that stretcheth out the wings of knowledge and
recognition will attain the high heavens, shall become the com-
panion of the angels in the firmament of Divine love, will be
the confidant of the mysteries of the Self-Subsistent One, and
shall fathom the heavenly secrets with the luminaries in the
path of God.
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AB02562

The effulgent splendour of the Sun is visible in the East, and
the stars of the heaven of the Divine path are resplendent
throughout the West. The fire of the love of the Almighty
is burning, and the meadow of the hearts and souls of the men
of wisdom is the envy of the verdant and green pastures. The
Divine springtime hath come, and the Day-Star of the heav-
enly realm hath dawned. The life-giving breezes of Farvardin
are blowing, and the musk-laden sweet savours of the Beloved
are wafting. The Divine vernal showers are descending, and
the resplendent radiance of the Day Star of His Majestic righ-
teousness is shining forth.

Strive then, O Khusraw, that thou mayest become a Khusraw
in the land of wisdom, and a Mahabad in the firmament of
knowledge. Bloom like unto jasmines and roses in this garden,
and be enkindled as a lamp in this assembly. Cleanse thy
heart, and cast away thy robe, tear asunder the veils, and
raise the banner of the righteous. Be a light that shineth forth
in the darkness of the night, and set the world aflame; raise
a resounding voice, and break the weighty fetters. Seek the
world-adorning Day Star, and yearn for the shining star of the
Assembly above; and be illumined with the light of Baha.
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AB02562

To: Nush, in Bombay

O cup full of nectar! What you had written to Jenab
Aqa Seyyed Taqi regarding the details of the ascension of the
nightingale of the garden of the Throne, namely Khudabakhsh,
was noted. That one enamored with the face of the Beloved
and enchanted by His musk-laden locks has blossomed like a
flower in the mystic garden of the realm of lights, hastened
from the world of dust to the pure realm, taken flight from
the dark plane and pitched his tent in the luminous world.
Do not be sorrowful, do not be grieved. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with
tearful eyes, begs forgiveness and pardon for him.

Tell the divine friends never to be sorrowful for those who
ascend. Give thanks that, praise be to God, they ascend firm,
steadfast and established to the summit of ancient glory and
eternal life, becoming melodious and intimate with the birds
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of the garden of truth. Rather, one should fear and dread the
severity of divine tests, lest any soul’s flame of the love of God
be extinguished and grow cold. This is cause for regret and
occasion for remorse.

‘Abdu’l-Baha yearns with utmost longing for all the divine
friends. How excellent it was that the friends gathered for
Khudabakhsh’s funeral procession, for the presence or absence
of strangers is equal, since they are in truth neither grieved nor
remorseful at each other’s funerals, nor do they sincerely seek
forgiveness. But the friends attend the procession sorrowful
and grief-stricken, regretful and remorseful, becoming interces-
sors and begging forgiveness. The pure breaths of these good
souls perfume the spiritual sense of smell of that departed soul.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12802

To: Varaqatu’l-Firdaws, in Bushruyyih

O verdant, fresh and flourishing leaf in Paradise! By God
the True One, verily the Spirit of Manifest Light, the Great
Treasure, and the Unique Pearl - the Most Great and Spacious
Gate of God (may the spirits of the sincere ones be sacrificed
for his resting place) - sends prayers upon thee from the Most
Glorious Kingdom and says: “Blessed art thou, O my sister!
Glad tidings unto thee, O my true sister, for thou hast turned
thy face purely toward God, believed in the Beauty of God,
warmed thyself at the fire of the love of God, wert attracted by
the breaths of God, and remained firm in the Covenant of God.
Through this, the divine favors encompassed thee, the light of
guidance shone in thy heart, thy breast was dilated by the
outpouring of the beginning, and thy heart was gladdened by
the dawning of the light of the end. Upon thee be glory, O sister
in body and spirit, and upon thee be praise, O compassionate
heart for every slaughtered bird who sacrificed in the path of
God, hastened to God, came as a delegate unto God, beheld
the beauty of God, was sustained from the table of God, whose
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body lay down in its earthly resting place while its spirit soared
to the Most Glorious Horizon. Peace be upon those who follow
guidance.”

All offer eloquent praise for the enkindlement and steadfast-
ness of that holy leaf, and all express joy at the intense love of
that divine leaf of Paradise, who is occupied day and night in
remembrance of the Beauty of the Ancient of Days (may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones) and is familiar with pro-
moting the mighty Covenant of the All-Glorious Lord. Such
a great station befits one like thee, and such a noble cause is
worthy of one like thee. In any case, convey the Most Glori-
ous Greetings to all the handmaidens of the Merciful, perfume
all their nostrils with the holy fragrances from the gardens of
the Covenant, and illuminate their faces with the light of the
Testament.
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AB12798

To: Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Bushruyyih

O ye beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Bishrawiyyih was the
jungle of that divine Lion, that exalted Lion-heart. The Bab
- may my spirit be sacrificed for His most pure blood - like a
lion emerged from that jungle and raised such a cry throughout
all regions that trembling and tumult seized their foundations.
That noble Being taught all the lesson of the love of God and
kindled the fire of divine love. The friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
must, like that Prince of faithfulness, each become a lion in
that jungle and, through the power of divine inspiration, raise
their call and create such enthusiasm and excitement, such
attraction and ecstasy, that the banner of the Word of God
may be lifted high and the verses of guidance may be chanted
in the great temples.

O Lord, O Lord! Assist these souls through Thy power and
might that encompasses all things, and through Thy love that
penetrates the hearts of the pure ones. Make them signs of
guidance, emblems of piety, and symbols of Thy gracious white
Law. Verily Thou art the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty,
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the All-Compelling. Verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-
Compassionate.

AB11673

To: Murtida Quli Bayk Farani

O God, O Guardian of earth and heaven, Supporter of the
chosen ones and Guide of the intelligent ones! You assist
whomever You wish to exalt Your Word among humanity and
manifest Your signs among the concourse of creation. O Lord!
This is Your steadfast and truthful servant, possessing a ra-
diant countenance and a piercing flame. Assist him in dif-
fusing Your fragrances, guiding Your servants, and reciting
Your verses, so that through him the great among men may
be guided, all those immersed in the darkness of error may
be illumined, the thirsty may be quenched, the burning thirst
may be cooled, and the sick of heart and soul may be healed.
Protect him from the arrows of the contentious ones and the
spears of the people of sedition and corruption. Guard him in
the cave of Your protection from the taunts of the frivolous, the
whisperings of the base, and the insinuations of the forsaken
ones. Verily, You have power over all things, and You are the
Strong, the Mighty, the Great.

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Convey my greetings and
praise to your descendant Hassan Aqa, your son Hussein Aqa,
your daughter Forughiyyih, and your beloved Sorur. I beseech
God to encompass them with His favors at every sunset and
dawn. And convey my heartfelt longings to my companion
Jalal, my intimate friend for many days and nights. I implore
the Kingdom of Glory to make him a brilliant sign in that
furthest horizon, so that he may recite the verses of guidance
among the people and compose brilliant odes and luminous
poems in praise of the Most Glorious Beauty. And convey my
intense yearning and deep attachment to the noble descendant,
the namesake of Habib from among the people of Ba. Indeed,
I shall never forget him, but remember him even if centuries
and ages pass. Upon you and upon them be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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To: Aqa Ali, in Hamadan

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! Your verses, like scattered e jge U8 O ¢ e ¢ Jla e (¢
pearls, were noticed. They were eloquent and articulate, novel — -Jy, (b, o s oy C’L 5 b & :&

and graceful. They demonstrated the utmost love and in elo-
quent language praised and extolled the Ancient Beauty. For
this reason they brought the greatest joy and were truly worthy
of praise and commendation.

However, regarding what pertained to this servant, these are
not my qualities. The attribute and praise of this servant is
servitude at the Sacred Threshold. I seek no other distinction
and know no other quality. The remedy for every pain of mine
is servitude at the divine court, and the balm for every wound
is servitude at the infinite threshold.

Praise must accord with reality and conduct, otherwise it be-
comes a test, placing the praised person under trial and tribu-
lation, and God forbid that they should see any station or rank
for themselves - then they would fall to the lowest depths of
fire. Our glory and pride is that we are servants of this court
and dust at the threshold of this shrine. This is heavenly ex-
altation, this is divine virtue, and this is holy bestowal. Why
should we turn away from this gift and, God forbid, imagine
any station for ourselves?

Who are we? What are we? Whatever has been and is, is Him,
and whatever emanates upon the world of existence are the
names and attributes of the Beloved Friend.

So in this rose garden, like a nightingale with wondrous
melodies, raise for this captive of deprivation a song and tune
of servitude at the Threshold, that my heart and soul may
be gladdened and my conscience and consciousness may be
fulfilled. And peace be upon you.
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AB12083

To: Najjar, Muhammad Ali et al., in Hamadan

O friends of God! Your names were mentioned in this moment
in this presence, and mention was made of your character and
conduct. The soul and conscience were delighted and the spirit
found joy and fragrance. Glory be to God! What wisdom is
this, that as soon as the names of the friends are mentioned
and their blessed names are uttered, immediately the spirit is
attracted and the heart is enkindled, and another state comes
about which tongue and speech are powerless to describe. One
must attain that spirit and fragrance to comprehend this reality
and conceive of this condition. Without this means, one cannot
reach to the essence of this matter. I beseech God that you may
succeed in attaining heavenly exaltation and celestial wealth
and divine riches and eternal glory.

As to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, it is of great import. The pur-
pose is this: a location should be designated, even if it be a
small place beneath layers of earth and stone, and it should,
out of prudence, be kept hidden and concealed, lest it foment
hostility among the people of sedition. At least once per week,
it should become the gathering-place of the chosen friends who
have discovered the secrets and become the intimates of myster-
ies. It may assume any form, for even if it be an underground
pit, that pit shall become even as a sheltering paradise, an ex-
alted meadow, and a garden of delight. It shall become a place
of the gladdening of the spirit, and the centre of the attraction
of the hearts to the Kingdom.

BRL__MASHRIQ#35x
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AB02492

To: Fatimih Bagum (Daughter of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

My God, my God! This is a leaf from the Tree which Thou
didst plant in the garden of Thy oneness and didst cause to
grow beautifully through the outpouring of the clouds of Thy
sanctification. It put forth leaves, branches, blossoms and
fruits, and became adorned and beautified in the paradise of
glory - fresh, verdant, moist, flourishing, and darkly green with
the signs of Thy glorification - until it was uprooted and torn
out, as Thine enemies imagine, from above the earth. But it
was not so! Rather, though it was cut off from the groves of
Thy earth, it was transferred to the gardens of Thy heaven and
watered from the pools of Thy bounty. It grew and flourished
and its branches extended into the gardens of Thy holiness,
becoming adorned through Thy favors in Thy Most Great Par-
adise in Thy Kingdom. The wrongdoers shall soon know what
end they shall meet, and they shall become convinced that
they did not cut it down or uproot it - rather, they watered
and tended it.

O Lord! This is Thy handmaiden who is related to her. Look
upon her with the glance of Thy providential eye and assist her
through Thy power and might to be devoted to Thee, to suppli-
cate at Thy gate, and to obey Thee. Perfume her nostrils with
the holy fragrances of Thy sanctity, illumine her face with the
light of Thy oneness, cause her to speak Thy praise amongst
Thy handmaidens, loose her tongue in Thy remembrance, ex-
pand her breast through the verses of Thy sanctification, and
revive her spirit through the perfumed and fragrant breezes
from the garden of Thy detachment. Verily Thou art the Pow-
erful, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Then convey my greetings to thy mother and give her the glad
tidings of the favors of her Lord and the bounties of her Creator,
that she should not grieve or be saddened by any of the affairs
of this transient world. She shall soon see that which will
gladden her heart and bring joy to her soul in those worlds
which God has sanctified beyond people’s comprehension in
this first life, but which they shall understand in the next life
after the spirit’s transition to the great world.
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AB02555

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London

O dear friend! A letter was sent before, which surely has ar-
rived by now. You had written about the arrival of Mr. Remey
and Mr. Latimer. Praise be to God, the friends in London are
in the utmost joy, delight and gladness from their arrival. Cer-
tainly those souls who are firm in the Covenant, to whatever
city they go, are the cause of joy, happiness and the greatest
glad tidings. It is like when a lamp is lit in a city. But if they
are not firm, in whatever house they enter they extinguish the
burning lamps.

I am very grateful and pleased with you, and I supplicate at
the Threshold of Baha’u’llah and seek endless confirmations
and assistance for you. You had written that all are praying
that all the divine friends may become successful in attaining
to the good-pleasure of the Center of the Covenant, which is
the very essence of the world’s welfare, eternal glory and life.
From this statement it is clear and evident that, praise be to
God, you are firm in the Covenant.

Today whoever is firm is confirmed by the hosts of angels, is
assisted by the divine spirit, and wherever they may be, they
are like a shining star. This has been proven by experience
until now. But if one wavers, even if they make an uproar, the
end result is evident loss. It is hoped through divine favors
that you will render a great service to the Cause of God in
London and become the cause of firmness and steadfastness
for all.

4 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Ustad Ghulam-Husayn son of Ali Muhammad et al., in Marv

O loved ones of God! You are mentioned at the Sacred Thresh-
old and are characterized and described at the Court of One-
ness. The cup of favors is overflowing and the Dawning-Place
of lights is the Orient of mysteries. The spring rain of grace
is continuous and the downpour from the clouds of bounty is
abundant water. The sea of generosity is surging and the Most
Great Luminary is brilliant and radiant from the horizon of
the unseen.

In the gathering of remembrance, create such enthusiasm and
rapture that the melody of prayer may reach the Abha King-
dom and the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” may
arrive at the Supreme Concourse. Today, those souls will suc-
ceed who are the heralds of the Covenant and who speak in
praise of the Dayspring of effulgence.

Be confident in the grace and generosity of the Sovereign of
existence and supplicate to the Kingdom of the Lord of loving-
kindness, that your enthusiasm may increase day by day and
your numbers may multiply. And glory be upon the people of
Glory.

53545 de edie Ol 55 A1 sl 6
Ol K Cgogr s Do ol o 5
28 51l G gl e ool L
Sy 8 Py 5 Sl ot L Ol
BV sl 5 5 Gl o5 2 epn olo

C\;)J Ll

S alal dy 5 oph Ol BB Jas s
PRy & oS ol Kl
o ) 335 Jooly Je) Sl e Viell
Gl bl 5wl ook § %5 B
e

42l ey Ol sy Job 4 ke
g legd Loy b agsy o) 0K g e
NNIN

BRL_DAK#1134

AB12805

To: Aqa Mirza Ali Rashti, in Mazandaran

O servant of the Threshold of the Friend! In this moment
when I am engaged in thy remembrance and mention, and am
yearning to behold the friends, with my heart in the utmost
excitement and enthusiasm - for the sweet fragrances from the
holy Kingdom of Abha have perfumed my nostrils, and the
musk-laden breeze from the lane of the Kind Friend hath made
fragrant my mind, and heart and soul are stirred to motion -
O friends! He hath guided all to the Dawning-Place of lights
and to the Center of mysteries, and directed all to the Mine
of divine traces. Therefore strive ye and hasten, that ye may
become the pride of the free and the chief of the righteous. By
the Ancient Beauty! The gates of the outpouring from the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

§ ol 53 Conps O e Okl Soty 6!
3 OLL Slas Blade 5 ply sl 55 pas
Ol § o Ol 5 G52 Sl s B
et 5 005 imn | ol gol O 8
g) °>f_);~’ I ples Ol e oL o8 St
dla.ad\ Oliwgs gl odsl &S 2 Ol 5 U
o7 3 0o sl 215 8
Aty 2 S a8 e BT Ouag
b g8 dlat L SRS SN BT
FRORES A SO - RS

135


https://www.bahai.org/r/948290852

Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02502

invisible Kingdom are flung wide open, and the manifestation
of majesty and beauty is evident and beyond doubt. How
excellent for him who receiveth an abundant portion from this
most luminous grace and who draweth from this fathomless
ocean.

O Lord! Rend asunder the veil and remove the covering from
eyes and insights, and tear away the curtains from faces and
innermost hearts, that they may witness Thy holy lights shin-
ing from the East and the West. O Lord! We are those who
take refuge at the gate of Thy oneness and who seek shelter
in the cave of Thy mercy. Protect us from heedlessness and
forgetfulness, from error and disobedience, O Kind One, O
Merciful One! Verily Thou art the Gracious, the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Powerful. O thou who art intoxicated with
the wine of the love of the All-Merciful! Pass round the cup of
attraction in the gathering of detachment, and make the loved
ones drunk with the choice wine of divine election, and cause
the near ones to be enraptured by the melodies of the Dove.
By God the True One! The people of the pavilion of glory
compete to drink a drop of the pure wine from this exquisite
cup. So glad tidings to everyone who attaineth, and alas for
everyone who remaineth deprived.
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AB02502

To: Naragi, Fadlullah (Muavinut-Tujjar) et al., in Miyanduab

O children of that true friend Jinab-i-Javad who spent his days
in the path of God with an illumined heart and spiritual soul.
Now you are his remembrances and dear ones in the sight of
this yearning one. Do not be saddened and depressed by the
disorder of affairs. My situation is more disordered than yours,
yet I conduct myself such that everyone assumes it is in per-
fect order. Whatever exists shall pass away. But as for your
affairs, I hope they will be well-ordered and this disorder will
be completely removed. Praise be to God, you have attained
to the fruits of life in the human world, which are love and
affection for the Kind Beloved, truthfulness and uprightness,
and friendship with all people. The purpose of human life is
divine knowledge and love and kindness toward all creation.
Praise be to God that you have attained to this and have won
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divine good-pleasure, and like an artery in the body of contin-
gent being, are pulsing with goodly deeds and fellowship with
every nation and love for all mankind. Guide the people.

O Lord, Lord! These individuals are the offspring of Thy ser-
vant Javad who came to Thy spacious gate and approached
Thee with lamentation rising from him, supplicating to Thy
hidden Kingdom and imploring Thy vast threshold. O Lord!
Make these children the mysteries of their glorious father in
the Kingdom of Glory, and honor them in the Supreme Con-
course through the shining of the lights of Beauty upon their
faces turned in prayer to the Self-Subsisting Lord of earth and
heaven. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Gener-
ous, the Bestower. There is no God but Thee, the Powerful,
the Exalted, the Kind, the Compassionate, the All-Forgiving.
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AB02516

To: Muhammad Khan Mirpanj, in Qazvin

O self-sacrificing servant of the Lord! Although writing and
speaking can express what is in the heart, the realm of words
falls short in fully conveying divine meanings. It is but an
indication, an allusion, a sign. Therefore, the pages of hearts
are open scrolls, and in them are inscribed the realities of spir-
itual feelings. If you gaze upon those tablets, you will witness
eloquent expression, fluent speech, and wondrous meanings.

You are the clear Book through whose letters the hidden be-
comes manifest. Although all created things are divine tablets
and pages wherein the mysteries of Lordship are inscribed, the
Preserved Tablet and the open scroll are the hearts of the
friends. This is another expression and another explanation.

The realities of meanings inscribed therein are eternal - they
undergo no change or alteration, and accept no erasure or con-
firmation, unless the very reality of spiritual identity ceases
to exist. Despite these spiritual pages, it is strange that soul
and heart still yearn for the tracings on paper, so that the
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essence of love may become evident and manifest in all degrees
of existence.

I hope that through the favors and kindnesses of the Incompa-
rable Lord, you will be assisted to render such notable service
on those pages that you will become the cause of the shining
forth of the lights of divine confirmation, and clinging to the
hem of the robe of the Glorious Lord, you will chant the verses
of detachment and raise the cry of glorification from hearts.

My Lord, my Hope, my Trust, and my Refuge! I beseech Thee
to assist this lone servant, and I implore Thee to confirm this
bond-servant, that he may give souls to drink from the choice
wine of recognition in an elegant chalice. Verily Thou art the
Generous Bestower, the All-Bountiful, and verily Thou art the
Confirmer, the Helper, the Mighty, the All-Gracious.
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AB02607

To: Qazvini (Samandar), Shaykh Kazim et al.

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! I am infinitely pleased,
happy, delighted and grateful with the friends of that country,
for they are in the utmost unity and the highest degree of
oneness, fellowship and love. Each one is ready to sacrifice
their life for the other, and each pure soul is a radiant gift to
the rest. Would that all cities and regions would behave in
such a manner! You are an excellent example for all - blessed
is the one who follows your example, walks in your footsteps,
travels your path, and like a moth is drawn to your flame.

In any case, I am unable to fully express in writing my joy
regarding the beloved ones of Qazvin. Therefore it is better
that I turn to the Supreme Kingdom and seek endless bounties,
so that in every moment you may witness a blessing and in
every breath observe a gift.

3 O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Spend day and night in
joy, gladness, delight and success, for the Blessed Beauty is
pleased with you and this afflicted servant is grateful. It is a
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time of joy, a season of delight, days of gladness and a period
of success.

O my God, my God! These are Thy sincere servants who
have turned away from all else but Thee and are firm in Thy
Covenant. Ordain for them every good thing in Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom, aid them with hosts they cannot see, as-
sist them with Thy near angels, strengthen their loins in Thy
Manifest Cause, and make them Thy greatest signs among all
people and Thy firm words in the ancient scriptures. Verily
Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Merciful, verily
Thou art the Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB12077

To: Aga Abdur-Rida Tajir, in Qum

The sincere servant of God, Ibn-i-Abhar, hath written that that
friend of God, voluntarily and gladly, hath prepared a piece of
land for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and is intent upon building
the house of the remembrance of the Lord. The establishment
thereof is the greatest service to the Holy Threshold and the
greatest instrument for drawing nigh unto the gate of the Most
Glorious Lord.

Should such a structure be built in that city, it shall become
an everlasting sign, and the cause of glorification by the in-
mates of the Abha Kingdom and the gladdening of the hearts
of the Concourse on High—for now is the beginning of its estab-
lishment, but in the future many individuals shall, with hearts
and souls full of joy, arise for this highly acceptable undertak-
ing and, by these means, seek to draw nigh unto the Threshold
of the Lord of all beings.

Although such a commendable and praiseworthy deed shall al-
ways be acceptable by God and the source of attainment to
the mercies of the Lord, yet at the present time it hath a dif-
ferent import. As this is the beginning of its establishment, it
hath the utmost importance. Thou must, therefore, persevere
in this lofty purpose and exert the utmost endeavour in estab-
lishing this edifice, which shall be the cause of glorification and
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praise by the Abha Beauty and of attracting the bounties of
the Concourse on High.

As to its design: it should be in accordance with that of the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in ‘Ishqabad. That is, it must have nine
pillars and be erected so as to evince the utmost spirituality,
elegance, loftiness, purity, and grace—in such a way that its
situation be exceedingly delightful. Insofar as possible, effort
should be exerted towards ensuring the elegance of the site and
location, as well as its gracefulness and pleasantness.

5 In Qum, do not, for the time being, call that site by this name,
but rather erect it in a different name, lest it cause dismay
among the heedless.
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AB02612

To: Rahmatabadi, Khudadad Jamshid et al.

O my kind friends! Your letter was not a letter - it was glad
tidings. It was not mere words - it was life to every withered
soul. It was a mirror of the love of the Lord and the sweet
song of the birds of the garden of the Forgiver. It brought joy
and bestowed delight, for that divine flute breathed into hearts.
I was very pleased that those friends are fruitful trees in the
divine garden, full of leaves, blossoms and fresh fruit. They are
flowing cypresses in the garden and stars of the East. They
are bright lamps and laughing flowers in the tulip field and
meadow. In the school of God they learned wisdom, burned
away veils, closed their eyes to the world and its people, and
were illumined by the heavenly fire. This is the bounty of God,
this is the radiance of the Sun of Reality. May your souls be

happy!

O Pure Lord! Forgive the sins of Khudadad’s father and
mother and make those two souls pure and radiant. Free
them from defilement and favor them with detachment. Grant
them entry to the feast of meeting and make them joyful
at the heavenly celebration. Deliver them from the furnace
and bring them into the rose garden. Grant them release
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from death and bestow eternal life. Thou art the Mighty, the
Bestower, the Kind.

O Lord! Morvarid is full of hope, and the heart and soul of Thy
handmaiden Shirin is like the highest paradise. Make these two
handmaidens dear and fill them with the wine of bounty. Make
them passionate, make them fragrant with musk, and make
them partake of all things. Thou art the Giver, the Luminous,
the Eternal, the Bestower, the Brilliant, the Radiant.
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AB02510

To: Yiznik Markar Hatzagurtsiyan, in Rasht

O servant of God! I read your letter and was pleased with its
contents, for it demonstrated firmness and steadfastness in the
love of God. It befits you to show boundless firmness in times
of test.

Do not refuse to teach and educate children in any school, for
this Dispensation of the Blessed Beauty is the Dispensation
of fellowship, love, kindness and goodwill toward all human-
ity, service to all mankind, and striving for the progress of all
people. Therefore, any servant of God who is a teacher and
seeks God’s good pleasure should teach and educate children
of any nation in whatever school possible. In this Dispensation
there are no bounds - all things are unbounded, meaning that
human goodness should reach all people, not just friends and
like-minded ones alone. So do not be saddened about teaching
in the Protestant school.

However, always be thinking that better work may become
possible and comfort and tranquility of heart and soul may be
attained, and surely a door will open.

Strive as much as you can in educating your two children and
teach them to the extent possible. God willing, these two noble
children will become ready through divine education to diffuse
the divine fragrances. And you yourself must make the utmost
effort to advance in the English language, both speaking and
writing, for it will be much needed in the future.
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Convey my warmest greetings and praise to Jinab-i-Aqga Ali
ibn Shahid and the sons of His Holiness Samandar. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB02543

To: Abdu’l-Azimi, Baygum Sahib et al., in Shah Abdul-Azim

O ye who are steadfast in the Cause of God! The world is
awake and aware, and East and West have become conscious.
The illuminating light of the Most Glorious Beauty hath en-
compassed the earth and the renown of the Cause of God hath
spread throughout the globe, in such wise that the peoples
of the world look with wonderment upon the eternal glory of
this Cause and are dumbfounded and bewildered by its divine
force. The power of the one true God hath shaken the world
of creation and His might hath bestirred even the heavenly
spheres.

Despite all this, the loathsome bats strive with all their being to
obscure the effulgence of this Sun and the foul-smelling beetles
labour to obliterate the sacred fragrances of the meadows of the
All Glorious Kingdom. Alas, Alas! What folly and absurdity
is this! What absolute ignorance, what conceit, what utter
waywardness.

Praised be God! The lamentation of the Concourse on high
hath been raised at their deeds. Praised be my Lord, the All
Glorious! The cry of the Abha Kingdom hath been raised aloft.
Praised be my Lord, the All Glorious! Even the rocks, the clay,
and the trees are, one and all, aroused and in commotion at
what hath been wrought. And yet, these abject and withered
ones are possessed of hearts more callous than the hardened
rock, darker than the foulest soil.

Wherefore, thank the Eternal Lord, O ye friends of God, that
ye are firm and steadfast in His Cause. Seek ye greater staunch-
ness at every turn. Thus will the unseen confirmations and the
divine bounties reach you in rapid succession, a new resurrec-
tion shall come to pass, and a wondrous revival occur. That
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city shall surge forward even as the sea, each waves bringing
forth pearls of true understanding.
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AB02514

To: Yahya Khan, in Shiraz

O servant of Baha! Consider how zealous was Yahya the
Chaste, who with utmost joy and delight sacrificed his life and
shed his blood. But how obstinate was Yahya the Envious,
who after the martyrdom of the Exalted One (may my spirit
be sacrificed for Him), fled out of fear of sacrifice and disguised
himself in a dervish cloak, and along the way resorted to
begging to protect himself, making like an ant his nest in the
hole of obscurity and lethargy.

> After that supreme martyrdom which caused earth and heaven
to weep, that faithless one occupied himself with women, hold-
ing feasts each day and entering bridal chambers. He wrote
seven letters to seven martyrs, requesting from each a virgin,
and when his purpose was not achieved, he grew bold and im-
pudent, laying hands on the chaste Mother of the Believers,
taking as wife the second consort of the Exalted One despite
the explicit prohibition in the Book, and not satisfied with that,
after a few days gave her to the rejected Siyyid Muhammad.
This event is established and verified with everyone, friend and
stranger. Despite this, a group of ignorant ones worship him
and turn away from the Blessed Beauty who in all times made
His blessed breast the target of the enemies’ arrows and arose
against all who are on earth. Woe unto them and away with
them for this grievous crime! Therefore follow with heart and
soul Yahya the Chaste, that you may become the manifesta-
tion of the favors of the Forgiving Lord. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih), in Tihran

Thou who art lost in mountain and desert, straying in wilder-
ness and plain, thou who art homeless and enraptured, passion-
ately devoted to the All-Mercifull What bounty is this, and
what virtue! May dust be on the head of every soul who wan-
ders not in His path, and death be sweeter than life to every
honored one who suffers not abasement in His way. In the end,
all kings and subjects shall become wanderers and be rendered
homeless, falling into loss and detriment, leaving behind no
fruit or trace. But the friends of God, too, wander distracted
in love of the Beloved of the horizons, sacrificing hearth and
home for that radiant countenance. Yet their results and fruits
shall endure forever, and their brilliant star shall shine like the
moon upon centuries and ages. Herein lies the difference.

Thus it is established and proven that their dispersion is unity
itself, their distraction is composure of mind, their wandering
is steadfastness and stability, and their being lost is order and
arrangement. Therefore, give thanks to God that thou art a
wanderer in His path and hast fallen captive to those musk-
diffusing tresses, intoxicated with that cup and overwhelmed
in the path of the Beloved - nay, rather, thou art from head to
toe all heart and consciousness. Especially art thou confirmed
in teaching and assisted by gracious favors - what an excellent
companion!

Today in the world of existence, the most eloquent decree is
the tongue of teaching. This unfurled scroll and command of
the All-Forgiving Lord, when in the hand of any enraptured
soul, shall conquer the world of being and bring all existence
under its shadow. This is the mighty Cause, this is the manifest
triumph, these are the favors of the Glorious Lord. Blessed is
he who attains unto it in this grievous day....
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AB02501

AB02501

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A letter arrived from Kiyumars-
Pur-Khusraw Parsi addressed to you. In that letter he wrote
that the Jahanian Administration of Shiraz sent a telegram to
Tehran stating that Kiyumars should proceed to Russia to sell
merchandise and afterwards return to Tehran and then travel
to Yazd. He has requested permission for presence during this
journey. You should write a letter to him wherever he may be
on my behalf stating that he has permission for presence. It
is necessary to inquire after the condition of Aqa Siyyid Baqir
Rawdih-Khan Kashi as he is in utmost distress. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.

O Amin, this letter was written in Alexandria but due to lack
of time had not been sent until now. I truly seek a special
assistance and bounty from the favors of the Blessed Beauty
for your self-sacrificing service. In Europe I do not have a
moment’s respite from the crowds. I am occupied day and
night that perhaps I may succeed in rendering some service
according to my own helplessness. But alas! Alas! How can
bounty be attained despite deprivation? I have no worthiness.
In any case, due to lack of time it is midnight and I have risen
from sleep to write. The thousand gold pieces from Ishqabad as
well as the subsequent remittance arrived and have been and
are being spent on the necessary heavy expenses of Europe.
Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to all the friends.

Have the illumined grave of the Hand of the Cause Haji
Akhund and the purified resting place of the martyred noble
soul Mulla ‘Ali-Jan built and repaired with utmost speed and
perfect workmanship, even if people later destroy them.
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AB02531

To: Ilyas Kashani, in Tihran

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! ole b (&

Thy letter to Amin hath been carefully considered. It hath
been written with the utmost devotion and good-will to the
Cause of God. Amin hath been most pleased with thee and
hath extolled thee with the highest praise.

Let not thine heart grieve over the calamities and adversities
that have come to pass. In the pathway of love there is many a
triumph and many a loss. The cup of affliction is the lot of the
people of faith and the share of the Brethren of Purity. Such
hath been God’s method throughout all the ages and centuries,
so that the renunciation of these sanctified souls, and the self-
sacrifice of the ardent lovers of the beauty of the All-Glorious
may be clearly manifested in the visible world.

Consider how many the woes and afflictions endured by that
blessed and sanctified Being (may my life be a sacrifice unto His
loved ones). From every cup brimming over with the waters of
affliction He hath quaffed His fill, and He was made the target
of the darts and spears of the malicious amongst the people.
No night had He repose, no moment did He lay to rest. At
one time He was put under heavy chains, at another He fell a
victim into the hands of every foul tyrant. Again He was sent
an exile to Iraq, whence He was banished from land to land,
until at last He was incarcerated, for no less than twenty five
years, in the fortress-town of Akka.

The loved ones of God must render infinite thanks unto the
threshold of the incomparable Lord, for having walked in the
ways of the Blessed Beauty and quaffed their fill from the cup
of affliction.

Be not grieved by the conduct of certain souls, for the true
Reckoner is keeping watch over them. All these things shall
come to pass, and the firmament of truth shall be rid of every
intervening cloud. Should anyone, therefore, commit a sin, he
will have transgressed against his own self. Eventually he will
be seized with regret and remorse.

The glory of the All-Glorious rest upon thee.
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AB02522

To: Inayatullah Saidul-Mulk brother of Mubsirul-Mulk, in Tihran

O Lord! Thou art the Forgiver and the Refuge and Shelter
of every sinner. We are helpless ones - grant us aid. We are
afflicted ones - bestow healing. We are those without head or
refuge - grant us shelter and protection. We are lost ones -
guide us to the path. We are wanderers - grant us dwelling
and abode. Thou art the Kind One, Thou art the Merciful,
Thou art the Beneficent, Thou art the Helper.

2 O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Give
thanks to the Divine Unity that thou hast progressed from es-
trangement to oneness with Him, and from helplessness found
the path to freedom. From the darksome night thou hast joined
the radiant morn, and from the lowest depths thou hast as-
cended to the highest summit of glory. A worthless existence
thou wert, yet reached a praiseworthy station. An earthly bird
thou wert, yet became a heavenly bird. A fly of cruelty thou
wert, yet transformed into an eagle of fidelity. What a bounty
is this, and what a grace!

When the esteemed brother’s affairs became entangled, some
friends beseeched relief after grief on his behalf. With complete
humility and supplication, prayers were offered for him at the
Sacred Threshold. When he found release from that snare
and that pain was transformed to pleasure, instead of show-
ing gratitude, they became opponents of the sincere friends.
Then those who had sought confirmation began to complain
and raised outcries that their honor became the cause of our
dishonor and their comfort the cause of our distress. Thus did
the pure wine become turbid and the life-giving breeze turned
into a violent tempest of inauspicious continuous days. Again,
in consideration of your request, God willing, prostrate at the
Sacred Threshold, supplication will be made seeking pardon
and forgiveness.

1 And upon thee be Glory.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O my God, my Refuge, and my Desire! Through Thy great
bounty Thou hast singled out the people of prostration with
divine grace and generosity beneath the shade of Thy noble
countenance, which is realized through the Most Great An-
nouncement. Through that outpouring grace and descending
flood, Thou hast quickened the realities that are drawn to Thy
manifest beauty and luminous face. Praise be unto Thee, O
my God, for this favor that shineth and gleameth at the cen-
ter of the world, and thanks be unto Thee, O my Beloved, for
this gift that hath dawned, illumined and radiated forth at the
daybreak of creation.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by the fragrances that have perfumed
and wafted through the gardens of Paradise, by the sweet-
scented herbs of mysteries that have passed by and revived the
nostrils of the righteous, and by the breeze from the gardens of
the All-Merciful that hath quickened the hearts of the free, to
strengthen Thy penitent, courteous servant who seeketh refuge
at the gate of Thy mercy with the hosts of Thy most glorious
Kingdom. Aid him to diffuse Thy fragrances amongst all cre-
ated things, support him with the angels drawn nigh from Thy
most exalted Realm, and make him happy through the exalta-
tion of Thy Most Great Word.

O Lord! Through his steadfastness, firmness and uprightness,
preserve the sanctuary of Thy Cause, the fortress of Thy Faith,
Thy radiant Law and Thy most excellent Way, so that he may
confirm Thy submissive servants in Thy Covenant and Testa-
ment which Thou didst take, through a token from Thy Most
Exalted Pen, from all in the kingdom of creation at the primal
point of eternity.

O Lord! Make him Thy manifest sign, Thy visible standard,
and Thy conquering power. Let him not be deterred in Thy
Cause by the blame of the blamer, the assault of any assailant,
or the onslaught of any antagonist, that the foundations of ev-
ery wavering weakling may be shaken, the mountain of discord
throughout all regions may be leveled, those seven layers may
be illumined by that radiance, and the brilliant star of Thy
Cause may kindle and shine from that sublime and lofty hori-
zon. Verily, Thou art the Helper to success, and Thou art the
Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB02596

To: Valiyullah Varqa, in Tihran

O thou memento of him who died for the Blessed Beauty! In re-
cent days, the joyful news of thy marriage to that luminous leaf
hath been received, and hath infinitely gladdened the hearts of
the people of God. With all humility, prayers of supplication
have been offered at the Holy Threshold, that this marriage
may be a harbinger of joy to the friends, that it may be a
loving bond for all eternity, and yield everlasting benefits and
fruits.

From separation doth every kind of hurt and harm proceed,
but the union of created things doth ever yield most laudable
results. From the pairing of even the smallest particles in the
world of being are the grace and bounty of God made manifest;
and the higher the degree, the more momentous is the union.
‘Glory be to Him Who hath created all the pairs, of such things
as earth produceth, and out of men themselves, and of things
beyond their ken.” And above all other unions is that between
human beings, especially when it cometh to pass in the love
of God. Thus is the primal oneness made to appear; thus
is laid the foundation of love in the spirit. It is certain that
such a marriage as yours will cause the bestowals of God to be
revealed. Wherefore do we offer you felicitations and call down
blessings upon you and beg of the Blessed Beauty, through His
aid and favour, to make that wedding feast a joy to all and
adorn it with the harmony of Heaven.

O my Lord, O my Lord! These two bright orbs are wedded in
Thy love, conjoined in servitude to Thy Holy Threshold, united
in ministering to Thy Cause. Make Thou this marriage to be
as threading lights of Thine abounding grace, O my Lord, the
All-Merciful, and luminous rays of Thy bestowals, O Thou the
Beneficent, the Ever-Giving, that there may branch out from
this great tree boughs that will grow green and flourishing
through the gifts that rain down from Thy clouds of grace.

Verily Thou art the Generous, verily Thou art the Almighty,
verily Thou art the Compassionate, the All-Merciful.

SWAB#087, BPRY.121x
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AB02545

To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran

O delicate and noble fruit! Several letters were written and
sent, and some evidently did not arrive. We did not fail in
what loyalty required, but the whirlwind of oppression carries
away the leaves. The point is that you have always been and
are in our thoughts - you were never forgotten and never will
be. And this is the main purpose. Praise be to God, constant
and steadfast.

The Ancient Beauty, may My spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones, from the beginning had the utmost consideration for that
family. He even stayed in that house for some time. He Him-
self guided the members of that family and evinced towards
them many loving kindnesses. Through the outpourings of the
clouds of bounty that house became a rose-garden and a nest
for the birds of the bower of understanding.

After the emigration of the Greatest Name, may My spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones, scorching winds from the whisper-
ings of certain souls began to blow, withering and shrivelling
the flowers of that garden and causing sadness and regret.

Now it is hoped that that Choice Fruit may again, with aid
from the Ancient Beauty and outpourings from His Kingdom,
give that withered garden infinite freshness and refinement,
causing the feeble young trees to flourish through the sprin-
klings of the clouds of divine love, that they may give forth
foliage, and the fragrant breeze of the love of God may spread

abroad, perfuming every corner of that house. And this is not
difficult for God.

Convey eloquent greetings to Jinab-i-Dhabih, saying: How long
will you remain in bonds? Break free so that you may lift up
your head and become wise. What you see is bondage, not
freedom - a trap, not grain - ruin, not prosperity.

LTDT.305-306x
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To: Fatimih Sultan daughter of Aga Mirza Bagir (Martyr) et al.

1 O two cherished handmaidens of the Court of Divine Unity!
Your noble father, praise be to God, is a luminous star in the
horizon of the Most Great Martyrdom and a brilliant celestial
orb of the All-Merciful. Consider how many souls existed in
the time of that one near to the Divine Threshold, yet all de-
scended to the lowest depths. No glory remains, no wealth, no
rank, no power, no religious leadership, no religious authority,
no ministry, no assistance - all perished and vanished, were
obliterated and disappeared. But that luminous lamp of the
Most Great Martyrdom - its light shines in the Concourse on
High and will forever rise and shine manifest from the horizon
of eternal glory.

2 You who are two fruits of that tree, follow his example. Find no
rest day or night, draw not a peaceful breath, unless you walk
his path and dispel doubts and uncertainties. Be illumined, be
of the All-Merciful, be of the Kingdom, be heavenly. Whatever
exists in the earthly realm is transient and lost, while whatever
exists in the realm of the Kingdom endures and persists.

w

World-conquering kings became prisoners of the layers of dust
- no name or trace remains, no effect and no sovereignty, no
sound or voice, no fame or pride or supplication - all became ut-
ter nothingness. But the weakest of souls, when they entered
beneath the shadow of the Lord of Mercy, their star shines
bright and their lamp radiates, their fame spreads and their
voice rises high, their banner is unfurled and their tent raised
up, their light is brilliant and their secret manifest - even if
outwardly they were but shepherds or the most feeble of hu-
mans.

i And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Fakhrud-Din

Your letter was distinguished and brought spiritual joy. God
willing, you will become an eloquent translator in that lan-
guage, and an incomparable writer, dictator, poet and man of
letters, so that you may arise to serve the Truth and stand in
servitude at the threshold of the Divine Unity. Today, if there
were souls who were skilled in foreign languages, pure and holy,
and cognizant of the mysteries and secrets of the sacred books,
‘Abdu’l-Baha would, in a short time, kindle such attraction
and rapture, such longing and joy, such fire and enthusiasm
from the fire of the love of God in the hearts of the peoples
and nations of the world that all the powers of the world would
be set in motion, and such tumult and commotion would arise
throughout all regions, and such a cry of “O Glory of the Most
Glorious!” would be raised that the world of creation would
be amazed.

But alas, the means are entirely cut off and the channels com-
pletely blocked. ‘Abdu’l-Baha must array the battle lines with-
out an army, and sail the ship without sail, rudder or winds.
He must heal without medicine and dress wounds without oint-
ment. He must write tablets and verses without a pen and
gallop in this field without a steed. Despite this, you observe
that the East is illumined and the West perfumed. The call
is raised and the divine fire is ablaze. If the means were avail-
able, consider how the Word of God would create commotion
throughout the horizons. In this too there is a penetrating wis-
dom and a hidden mystery concealed and veiled, so that the
power of divine confirmation may become evident and the vic-
tory of the hosts of the Abha Kingdom may be made manifest.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11838

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib

O honorable Adib, beloved friend! It has been several posts
since there has been any response from you - no letter, no
address, no question, no answer. Perhaps you have become
discouraged by difficulties that have arisen, or God forbid, have
grown weary. O friend, do not flee the field of difficulties with
a single arrow!

Consider for a moment the tribulations and hardships of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, who faces a hundred thousand difficulties at ev-
ery breath. Yet like a mighty mountain he stands firm against
the thunderbolts - no lassitude, no failing, no weariness, no
melancholy. The glance of Baha’u’llah’s favor encompasses
all - what grief remains? The confirmation of the Concourse
on High is evident - what sorrow persists? The heat of the
ignited fire in the Tree of Blessedness spreads - why are you
downcast? The life-giving breeze from the Abha Paradise is
blowing - why are you withered?

In any case, do not await replies except rarely, but always
continue writing, for you know not what circumstances pre-
vail. Day and night I have not a moment’s rest - finding time
to write is difficult, nay, I have no time even for sighs and
laments. In any case, what consoles ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart are
the fragrances from the gardens of the hearts of the Hands of
the Cause.

A letter addressed to that person who had sent Mushiru’d-
Dawlih’s letter was dispatched, and the aforementioned letter
was sent to you. Likewise, in another post, a letter from one of
the American leaves who had met Mushiru’d-Dawlih in London
and had written to him was also sent to you. Receipt of neither
has been confirmed.

5 The point is, do not consider whether this servant writes or
not. You should definitely pen a couple of words every month,
as it brings much solace and spiritual delight to the heart. And
may the Glory be upon you.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V) AB02597
AB02597

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi

O friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! slae L !

> Since the day of separation, not a moment passes that you do
not come to mind, and not a breath goes by that I do not
remember you. Truly, the days of your presence were full of
ecstasy and excitement, for that spiritual beloved was patient
and forbearing. “Verily, the patient will be given their reward
without measure” was addressed to the Prophet. “If you ask
them for a provision, the provision of your Lord is better.” And
His Holiness’s provision in hardships, blows and difficulties is
also success in serving the Cause of God.

3 That is, God willing, like Paul the Apostle who, after receiv-
ing severe beatings, being struck on the head, slapped on the
face and cheek, falling unconscious in the wilderness from un-
bearable blows, arose and hastened to the nearby city and
proclaimed the Cause of God with most eloquent speech and
wondrous explanation. You too, after these blows and difficul-
ties and hardships and trials in teaching the tribes, will arise
with perfect strength, courage and sincerity and, confirmed
by ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s supplications, will surely become successful
and assisted.

A wise person acts thus - never wastes time, saying “time is a
cutting sword,” and with complete wisdom girds up his loins
and finds no rest day or night, seeks not a moment’s repose.
Especially if he is a sage and physician, his wisdom is greater,
for he applies the supreme remedy and treats with the divine
elixir. Sometimes he uses illness as a pretext to visit the sick,
becomes their nurse, treats both body and soul, and applies an
immediate cure. In short, this is true healing, this is wisdom,
this is the gift.

5 And may glory be upon you.
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AB02489

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid

My God, my God! Thou seest me with the breath choking in
my throat, my chest constricted, my heart compressed, and my
spirit deadened, for the divine breath hath been cut off from me
and the passionate flame in my heart hath been extinguished.
Lethargy hath encompassed me and my heart hath fallen from
the heights of acceptance.

O Lord! Free me from these chains and fetters, draw me unto
the Kingdom of Beauty, breathe into me the spirit of life, ex-
pand my breast through manifest signs, resurrect me from the
grave of torpor, awaken me from the couch of slumber, illumine
mine eye with the vision of lights, cause me to hear the songs
of birds, gather me with the righteous ones, and let me drink
from the cup of the pure ones until I become intoxicated with
the wine of mysteries. Then shall the veil be lifted, divine be-
stowals appear, and my heart shall quiver with the attainment
of its greatest desire, achieving success in this world and the
next.

O Lord! Open unto me the gates of joy, expand my breast
with the light of the One revealed on Sinai, immerse me in the
oceans of love and gladness, and guide me through the realms
of delight and bliss until, O my God, mine eye is consoled, my
breast expanded, my soul sweetened, my spirit attracted, my
heart gladdened, my speech eloquent, and my tongue loosened
to call out among the concourse of possibility: “Come ye to
the sealed wine! Come ye to the praised station! Come ye to
the watered rose! Come ye to the bestowed gift! Come ye to
the extended shade! Come ye to the clustered fruits! Come ye
to the outpoured water!”

Then shall my soul be at peace, my heart content, my spirit
at rest, my thirst quenched, my dishevelment ordered, and
my scattered state gathered together through Thy grace and
mercy, O my Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate!
Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Ancient, and Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Strong, the Omnipotent.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB12226

AB12226

To: Mulla Ghulam-Rida (Jasb)

O servant of God’s good-pleasure, Ghulam-Rida! The one who
gave you this name intended it to mean “servant of His Holi-
ness Rida” (upon him be peace), and this is acceptable and
beloved. However, another meaning can also be understood,
namely “servant of good-pleasure”, meaning “worshipper of di-
vine good-pleasure.” Although these two meanings necessarily
imply each other, the second is more universal.

Know then that today the good-pleasure of God lies in diffus-
ing the holy fragrances, exalting the Word of God, manifesting
the signs of God, and giving glad-tidings of God’s gift. If you
wish to be confirmed by all the powers of earth and heaven, oc-
cupy yourself night and day with diffusing the divine fragrances
with perfect steadfastness and firmness in God’s Covenant and
Testament, and arise with utmost steadfastness and stability
to exalt the Word of God.

However, observe also wisdom in this matter - wisdom means
being thorough in affairs, not fear and laxity and lethargy. The
true lovers of God do not rest for a moment, seek not a minute’s
repose, desire no comfort or tranquility, and approve not of ease
and relaxation.

Is this the condition of faithfulness - that we should recline
night and day on beds of comfort and pillows of ease, while His
Holiness the Primal Point, the Most Exalted Beauty (may my
spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His feet), made His blessed
breast the target of a hundred thousand bullets in God’s path,
and the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones) passed His days under chains and fetters in the
prison of oppression and jail of tribulation? No, by God! What
hardness of heart would it take to still seek ease and comfort,
or desire a pillow of rest and repose, despite all this!

And the Glory be upon you.
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)
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AB02599

To: Sarvistani, Ali Baba et al.

O divine friends! What you had written was noted. Its mean-
ings indicated firmness in the Covenant and Testament, its
foundations were established on love for the Peerless Beauty,
its realities were anemones in the gardens of divine knowledge,
and its subtleties were signs of the attractions of heart and
consciousness. O friends! Make an effort to become manifes-
tations of the signs of divine unity and dawning-places of the
mysteries of detachment. Become radiant lamps in the glass
containers of contingent existence and brilliant stars of the
dayspring of certitude. Become servants at the Sacred Thresh-
old and treasurers of the stores of bounty from the clear verses
of the Perspicuous Book. Become manifest standards of the
mighty Revelation. Become breezes from the gardens of the
sacred paradise and perfumed fragrances from the groves of in-
timacy. Be heralds of the glorious favors of the Ancient Lord
and promulgators of the Cause of the Generous Lord.

O friends! Do not let slip the time for strolling in the divine
garden. Consider the opportunity a precious gift. Strive to
become, in this ephemeral world, bright candles of the eternal
world and roses in the rose garden of the everlasting realm. If
you gird up your loins firmly to serve the Cause of God and
arise with perfect steadfastness and firmness in the Covenant
of the Luminary of the horizons, and if you do not waver from
violent storms and severe tests and trials, I swear by the light
of Baha that each one of you will become a mighty sign and a
banner of the Supreme Concourse. And upon you be glory, O
loved ones of God. My spirit be a sacrifice for you. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha

You had requested permission to circumambulate the Point of
Adoration of all the worlds. God willing, permission will be
granted at the appropriate time. Now direct your efforts with
perfect wisdom to diffusing the divine fragrances, and strive in
this important matter, for today this endeavor is the magnet
attracting confirmation from the Kingdom and drawing the
favors of the Greatest Name from the realm of might. And
upon you be glory.
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To: Shaykh Ahmad

All praise be to God Whose light hath shone forth, and Whose
Revelation hath manifested, and the gentle winds of sanctity
have blown from the gardens of His holiness, and the hearts

have rejoiced by the fragrance of the gardens of His fellowship.

The souls have been quickened by this chalice that brimmeth
over with the wine of love and faithfulness, and the souls of
men have attained the greatest salvation and success. They
who are blessed have rejoiced, and they who are devoted to
Thee have been gladdened.

The Divine Realities have been enraptured by this abundant
grace, then prostrated Themselves, and bowed down, and
stood fast and firm, and spoke, and cried out and said:
Praised be He Whose enthralling call enveloped the whole
world. Praised be He Whose wondrous light illumined all
created things. Praised be He Whose revealed verses from the
most glorious Kingdom attracted the hearts of men. Praised

be He Who destined the greatest bounty for His loved ones.

Praised be He Who raised the standard of divine guidance on

this earthly field, and hath made it a joy for this verdant land.

Salutation and praise rest upon the Luminous Reality, and
the Most Sublime All-embracing Word, and the Mighty Sign,
and Shining Resplendent Essence, the Primal Point, and the
Exalted Beauty, may my life be a sacrifice unto Him, and
upon those who sought guidance and turned unto the light
of His glory, and became acquainted with His mysteries, and
unfolded His signs until the day the Crier cries out from the
Most Supreme Horizon.

Furthermore, hearken, O my friend, unto the sweet Voice that
is uttered from the Abha Kingdom, and summoneth thee to the
Divine Guidance, and commandeth thee to righteousness, and
bestoweth upon thee the Most Potent Instrument that thou
may holdeth fast to the hem of His Grandeur, and drinketh
from the cup of faithfulness that brimmeth over with the Wine
of Eternity, and swayeth with divine ecstasy, and be quickened
by the Musk laden Breath spiritual in fragrance, and hastens to
the field of sacrifice, attracted to the Abha Kingdom, speaketh
forth the praise of Thy Lord the Most Exalted, immortal in
the Most Sublime Paradise, rested confidently in the plentiful
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Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V)

AB02616

bounty, kindled by the heat of the fire that ignited in Mount
Sinai. Salutation and Praise rest upon thee.

AB02616

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan

O branch extended, proceeding and raised from the Blessed
Tree which was raised up in truth on the Sinai of Manifestation,
the Spot of Light, the right-hand Valley, the Paran of the All-
Merciful, the wilderness of Tur!

2 I have read what the Dove of Love cooed upon the branches
of the Tree of Longing with all lamentation, burning and in-
flammation, complaining of its anguish and sorrow from this
separation by which the horizons were darkened and the Lu-
minary of Radiance was concealed, and eyes and vision melted
and tears flowed from eyelids and corners, and the flames of
grief and sorrow were kindled between the ribs and bones of
the people of constancy, while above them the clouds of destiny
rain down sorrow, grief and affliction, and beneath them seas
surge with anguish and despair amid sighs, swoons and tears,
until the heart of the Most Great Nabil was sealed and his in-
nermost heart trembled and the fires of deprivation blazed in
his vitals and his limbs shook and his pillars trembled and his
structure quaked, and he cried out and lamented in the dark-
ness of nights and edges of days in the wilderness and valley
and shores, calling to his Lord, yet his anguish was not cooled
nor his burning thirst quenched until he drowned himself in
the depths of the sea connected to the Most Great Sea, suppli-
cating, imploring, yearning, turning toward the Most Glorious
Kingdom and Supreme Heaven near the mercy of his Most
Great Lord.

Thus sorrows intensified upon the people of God and his
calamity was magnified because it followed the Most Great
Catastrophe. Would that along with this detachment unto
God and attraction to the fire of God’s love there had been
patience, forbearance, fortitude and striving in the wilderness
of existence, calling out and announcing the breaths of God
and loosing the tongue in His praise and remembrance in the
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AB02563

kingdom of creation. But that was the decree of One Mighty,
All-Knowing,.
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AB02563

O ye who are oppressed in the path of God! The oppressors
have stretched forth the hand of tyranny and the wrongdoers
have shown forth the power of their arms. They imagine and
suppose that these afflictions are for the humiliation of the
loved ones of God, the torment of the trusted ones of God,
and the loss of the Cause of God. How evil is that which they
imagine!

I swear by the light of the Most Great Luminary that this
torment is sweet honey, this affliction is the greatest gift, and
this colocynth is pure honey. This humiliation is exaltation,
this torment is honor, this debasement is glory, and this loss is
confirmation.

Days shall pass and precious life shall end, and when the
evening of death arrives and the dawn of the hereafter breaks,
all comfort shall become hardship and all profit shall become
loss - except for the afflictions of the friends, the tribulations of
the oppressed, and the trials of those who suffered persecution,
who in the market of contingent being had dealings with the
Beloved Lord and gained boundless profit, attained great ben-
efit, witnessed ancient glory, found grace and bounty, and rose
like a shining moon from the horizon of the Kingdom. Blessed
are they and excellent is their abodel!

The power of the Abha Kingdom transforms the essence of
things and renews and changes reality. It turns the abasement
of the righteous into enduring glory and the anguish of the
pure-hearted into the delights of the rose garden of mysteries.
It makes bitter colocynth into sweet sugar and the dewdrop of
poverty into a mighty ocean. It turns the darkness of pain into
the lights of the highest horizon and hardship [and tribulations]
into the comfort of the Abha Kingdom.

5 Therefore give thanks to the Ancient Beauty Who has made
such a great triumph possible, and praise the Generous Lord
Who has ordained such magnificent bliss. Blessed are ye for
this great bounty.
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O friends of the spirit! Thanks and praise be to the Incom-
parable Lord who caused the Sun of the Word of God to rise
from the dawning-place of hopes, making its light encompass
the world and its rays shine forth from the ethereal sphere.
Its meteor became piercing, its cloud flashing, its rain pour-
ing down, and its lion attacking. Its sweet fragrances spread
abroad and its verses became renowned. Its lamp was lit and
burned away the veils of majesty. It cast aside the curtain
and raised high the banner of enchantment, and with a sin-
gle glance transformed a world and cleared the dust from the
hearts of those who knew it. It showed kindness to the help-
less and recognized the strangers. To every sick one it gave
the cup of healing, and to every weak one it became a mighty
helper and support. It made the poor wealthy and the lowly
honored. It gave melody to those without song and taught
children the ways of nobility, so that all might be educated
under the shadow of the Word and become bright lamps of the
human world and brilliant lights of the divine realm, becoming
signs of the Kingdom and standards of the outpourings of the
Heaven of Might, becoming trees in the gardens of oneness and
fruits of the tree of singleness.

O heroes of God! Even as the Holy Spirit, the grace of the
Ancient Beauty and the effulgence of the Most Great Name
quicken the heart of men and make his soul to be the glory
of the Realms above: whereas he was inferior he becometh
lofty; whilst he was human he becometh heavenly; whereas
was darkness he becometh light and whilst he was material he
becometh spiritual, Lordly, Divine, and a humbly and lowly
evanescent servant at the Divine Threshold.

3 O my God! These are Thy servants who have turned to the
Word of Thy oneness, who are firm and steadfast in Thy
Covenant and Testament, who are supplicating and beseeching
Thee. Grant them mercy from Thy presence and illumine
their eyes by witnessing the signs of Thy oneness in all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful.
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O spiritual friends and true beloved ones! This day is the day
of attraction and this time is the time of radiance. Like the sun,
it is the moment of longing and yearning. The call of “Awake!
Awake!” rings out from the invisible Kingdom, and the cry of
“Be mindful! Be mindful!” is raised from the Supreme Realm.

Though in reality we are but non-existent atoms, through the
grace of the Ancient Beauty we are suns of the world of exis-
tence. Though we are but dewdrops, we are like surging, bil-
lowing seas through the ocean of favors. We are weak saplings,
yet we are watered from the streams of the gardens of the Abha
Kingdom. We are frail gnats, yet we are under the protection
of the Phoenix of the Lord of Lords.

3 Therefore, O friends, strive!l O loved ones, arise! The hosts
of the Abha Kingdom are rushing forth and the armies of the
Supreme Realm are advancing from all directions, wave upon
wave in all things. Through the bounty of the Holy Spirit, di-
vine confirmations will surround whoever arises today to serve
the Cause of God. They will become the manifestation of
tremendous power, nay rather, they will become the dawning-
place of lights and the source of divine traces. They will be-
come the candle of the gathering of oneness and the lamp of
the assembly of divine unity. They will become an ocean full
of pearls and gems, and gardens full of flowers, herbs and fresh
fruits. They will become a warrior of the field and a rider in
the arena of mystical knowledge. They will become a star of
guidance and a luminary in the heights of righteousness. They
will become a noble cypress and a leader of the righteous.

These are the days for diffusing divine fragrances and the time
for demolishing the edifice of doubts. This is the time for firm-
ness in the Covenant and the moment for steadfastness in the
Testament of the Lord God. The winds of tests are surging and
the whirlwind of trials is at its utmost intensity in the realm
of possibility. Therefore resist through divine power, celestial
strength, supreme determination, heavenly resolve, spiritual
intention, divine spirit, godly proof and lordly evidence.

And upon you be glory, O beloved of God.
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O my son, upon whose resting place shine forth the brilliant
lights from the Abha Kingdom!

As soon as your letter arrived, a telegram was sent directing the
honored leaves to depart. However, I wished to also express my
longing to meet with you, though I left this to the heart’s at-
tractions. The details about Hamadan became known. Praise
be to God, in all matters you have been the object of divine
favors.

Today, what causes an increase in these bounties is teaching
and quickening souls and being attracted to the divine fra-
grances. This is why ‘Abdu’l-Baha abandoned all important
matters in the Holy Land and hastened to the furthest coun-
tries of the world despite illness and extreme weakness. You
surely remember that the honored Ism’u’llah also did this.

In Budapest severe weakness and illness came upon me - persis-
tent nervous fever, severe chest congestion and strong cough,
and the weather was extremely cold with snow falling. De-
spite this, I would go to three public gatherings each day and
give detailed talks, and at other times there were many visitors
and questioners. Even at night, in extreme cold, coughing with
fever, I would go to a great gathering that had 120 marble steps.
Three times I would sit among the steps to catch my breath so
that climbing would be possible. And after ascending, I would
speak continuously for two hours.

Even now as I write this letter, fever has come upon me and
last night due to illness I did not sleep, and this morning I am
sitting with Haji Niyaz, upon him be the glory of God, with
pen in hand engaged in writing. Observe how much love I have
for you.
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Light consists of material vibrations like heat and other mate-
rial effects. If it had special merit, then phosphorescent flies
would be superior to humans. Similarly some worms that emit
sparks would also be superior to humans. From the friction
between attractive and repulsive forces, light occurs which is
lightning - so is that superior to humans? And from striking
steel against flint, fire is produced - so is stone better than
humans? Light and fire are not in the stone or steel but occur
from the striking.

Light itself does not see things but rather makes things visible.
Based on this, the light of a candle or lamp or the sun reveals
things but does not itself see anything. Secondly, the light of
vision reveals things and sees them. And if it were higher than
luminous bodies like the light of a candle or lamp, they do not
perceive the things they reveal and see and know. But with all
its elevation, the light of the mind is limited by conditions and
time because it cannot reveal and see and understand things
except after their creation and formation. And fourthly, the
divine light is above limits and conditions and past, present
and future time - it is the Revealer who sees, the Discoverer
of things from before and after their creation and formation.
God is the Light of the heavens and earth.

In Jerusalem they illuminate Christ’s tomb with electricity and
the common Russian people think it is from Christ’s tomb, to
the point that they buy lamps and keep them lit throughout
their journey from Jerusalem to their homeland. Whenever
the oil is nearly finished they refill them so that the light they
saw shining from Christ’s tomb will not be extinguished.
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The government of Persia said: “As long as Baha’u’llah is in
Persia the country will not be at peace. When Baha’u’llah is
exiled from Persia the country will then find peace. He shall
no longer be connected with this country; all communications
with him shall be suspended.” So the Shah of Persia endeav-
ored until he succeeded in expelling the Blessed Perfection to
Constantinople to Roumelia. Communication with him had to
be in secret, but still the Cause spread, and they said: “Day by
day his lamp becomes brighter, his potency becomes greater.
The cause of this spreading is due to the populous cities to
which he is sent. Therefore it is better to send him to a pe-
nal colony where he may be considered as a suspect, that the
people may know he is in the prison of murderers and high-
way robbers; and in a bad climate he and his followers may
perish.” Therefore the King of Persia, Nasser-Ud-Din, Shah,
endeavored until he succeeded in having him transported to
the prison of Acca.

But the banishment of Baha'u’llah, the Blessed Perfection, in-
stead of resulting in the extermination of the Cause in the coun-
try proved just the contrary; the fame became more widely cir-
culated; the teachings of the Blessed Perfection became more
widely promulgated in Persia. Through the power of God he
was able to hoist his banner. If at first it was a lamp, it became
a flame. If it was a star, it became a mighty sun. The fame
of the Cause of the Blessed Perfection went as far as the East
and the West.

He paid no attention to the ministers and viziers. The
Governor-in-Chief of Acca craved to be honored by admission
to the presence of Baha’u’llah. For five years this one man,
called Zia Pasha, asked Abdul-Baha if he would supplicate
the Manifestation to permit him to make this visit, but the
Manifestation never granted it. The Blessed Perfection was
imprisoned, yet he had that power to refuse anything or to do
anything he wished.

SW_ v08#13 p.170
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To: Aqa Mirza Aqa Qaim Magami, in Arak

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your letter with its novel
meanings was noted. It was the melody of the nightingale of
faithfulness, or the song of the familiar bird, giving news of the
clamor of the foolish ones and the tumult of the ignorant ones.

O kind friend, until an earthquake shakes the pillars of the
world, the anthem of the Concourse on High will not reach the
ears of the unconscious ones. There is no commotion in the
city except from the curls of the Beloved’s tresses; There is
no tumult in the horizons save from the curve of the Friend’s
eyebrow.

However, the divine friends must not abandon wisdom. Hafiz
of Shiraz has said: “Do you know what the harp and lute are
saying? Drink wine in secret, for they pronounce accusations
of infidelity.” Although when the fire of love flames forth it
becomes a consumer of veils and an illuminator of the world,
nevertheless prudence is necessary to the extent possible.

Lodge complaints with the local government and seek justice
from the sublime center of sovereignty and the seat of the
Grand Vizier, for royal clemency and the justice of the exalted
ministry prevail.

However, the truth is this: treat the oppressors with faith-
fulness, become well-wishers to the ill-wishers, become loving
friends to enemies, and become heavenly angels to the fierce
ones. Return curses with greetings and peace, and respond to
sword and spear with fragrant herbs and spiritual joy. This
is the attribute of the wayfarers and this is the characteris-
tic of the spiritual ones. The Ancient Beauty and the Most
Great Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) conducted
themselves thus and taught thus.

Soon these dark clouds will disperse and this dust will settle
and the true dawn will shine forth and the real sun will spread
its rays. The world will become the gardens of the All-Merciful
and the earth will become the Most Glorious Paradise.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

BLO_ courage.35-36
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To: Aqa Mirza Aqa Qaim Magami, in Arak

O true friend! Your detailed letter was reviewed. The enmity,
corruption and persecution of the oppressors in Jerusalem, the
plains of Karbila and the square of Tabriz became clear and
evident - to what degree it has reached. Therefore let us not
be surprised nor count it among strange occurrences. Observe
how they treat each other and how they stain their mouths and
teeth with each other’s blood, showing not a trace of justice
but rather pursuing the path of oppression.

But this honor and glory is sufficient for you - that you have
received a share and portion of the trials and tribulations of
those Manifestations of Light. And for the earth there is a
portion from the cup of the noble ones.

His Holiness [Tugan] Aqga truly sacrificed himself in the path of
God for all the friends. Blessed is he and excellent is his final
abode. The mystery of this martyrdom will become evident
and manifest later. When the seed becomes hidden in the earth,
the secret of the garden’s verdure appears. How excellent is
what was said: “Live detached, for love’s comfort is suffering
- its beginning is illness and its end is death.” “Think not of
those who are slain in God’s path as dead. Nay, they are living,
with their Lord they have provision.”

Praise be to God, in all circumstances you have been and are
protected and victorious. However, to the extent possible, from
now on you should deal with kindness, although until now there
was no choice but to act as you did. And I ask God to be your
help and protection.

Convey wonderful, most glorious greetings to each and every
one of the divine friends. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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To: Baha’is of Baghdad

O loved ones of God! All your letters were received and re-
viewed, but their contents caused grief and sorrow to my sor-
rowful heart. Such conditions have arisen in the City of God
that all are distressed with each other, and if some poor soul
should sincerely turn to God and seek Him, when these odors
and words reach his nostrils and ears, he will surely flee in
aversion, running away with such haste that he will never find
rest. And yet we had hoped that each of the friends in the
City of God would bring a world to excitement and ecstasy.
Now conditions have reached such a point that those who ap-
proach are fleeing, and those who were aflame grow cold and
frozen. From the intensity of grief, I have no desire whatsoever
to pen a reply. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that the pen
will not move between my fingers from the intensity of sorrow
and regret, and these few lines too were written with utmost
listlessness.

O my Lord! Thou seest my sorrows and hearest my sighs and
beholdest my tears and witnesseth the greatness of my trials
and the severity of my afflictions and the weight of my burden
and the intensity of my ordeal and my grief and my calamity
from the onslaught of Thine enemies and mine enemies and the
problems of my loved ones and the troubles of my friends. That
is my portion from mine enemies and this is my share from my
loved ones. O my Lord! Shelter me beneath the protection
of Thy supreme mercy that I may find rest from all troubles,
taking refuge at the gate of Thy mercy. Verily Thou art the
Kind, the Generous, the Bestower.

GPB.250x
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To: Vakil, Muhammad Husayn et al., in Baghdad

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I bear witness before Thee,
and before Thy holy angels, and the Concourse of Thy most
exalted Realm, and the dwellers of Thy Most Glorious King-
dom, that in my spirit, my being and my essence I have desired
nothing save servitude at Thy sublime Threshold and bondage
at the door of Thy exalted Presence. Nothing has been sweet
to my taste save words that bespeak my servitude, and no fra-
grance has delighted my nostrils save the sweet scent that tells
of my poverty, need and utter destitution in the court of Thy
ancient glory.

2 O Lord! Protect me through Thy sheltering care from every
trace of aught save what I desire, and guard me through Thine
eye of protection and preservation from every affliction that
Thou dost not approve.

For I beseech Thy trusted, pure and God-fearing servants, and
I implore Thy chosen, faithful, noble and distinguished bonds-
men, to address me as ‘Abdu’l-Baha and to abandon every
title, attribute, praise and commendation save this glorious
praise and this attribute that causes my breast to dilate, my
spirit to be refreshed, my heart to rejoice, my inner heart to
be gladdened, my being to be cheered and my reality to be
illumined.

O Lord! Preserve me from every title, attribute and name that
may be uttered by the tongue of Thy loved ones, save the word
that signifies servitude to Thy Baha and the sign that indicates
evanescence and extinction before the manifestation of any of
Thy signs. Verily Thou art the Protector, the Guardian, the
Preserver, the Keeper, the Generous, the Merciful, the Com-
passionate.
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To: Baha’is of Baku

O divine friends! His honor Aqa Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali, upon
him be the Glory of God, arrived at the Holy Land in utmost
supplication and illumined his brow with the dust of the Divine
Threshold, for that dust’s influence in hearts and spirits is a ray
of the manifest light. And now he returns to those regions with
the Most Great Glad-Tidings and a gift from the fragrances of
the Luminous Spot. We beseech from the grace and favor of

God that perfect joy and delight be granted to the friends.

May all attain to supreme gladness from the great bounty of
the All-Glorious Lord. May they shine like candles and like
the fire of love burn away the veil of the deprived ones. May
they find deliverance from attachment to this world and fix
their hearts on the Abha Kingdom. May they seek eternal
life and everlasting salvation. Day and night may they burn
with the world-consuming fire of the love of God and close
their eyes to both worlds. May they become the mercy of all
beings and the gift of the All-Merciful. May they seek peace
and reconciliation and desire amity and harmony. May they
establish peace with all the peoples of the world and adorn the
gathering of contingent beings with the light of unity.

O divine friends! You are the manifestations of favors and the

dawning-places of the lights of the Blessed Beauty’s bounty.

Know the worth of one another and sacrifice yourselves for
each other. Consider service to the friends as the highest gift
in the human world. Count humility and submissiveness as
eternal glory and consider self-effacement and evanescence as
the gift of the Supreme Concourse. Ever strive to show love,
unity, kindness and good conduct toward all the peoples of the
world. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Haji Ghulam-Ali Shirazi, in Beirut

Honored and kind friend, your letter was received and from
your hardships, troubles and helplessness, the utmost regret
and sorrow was felt. But praise be to God that these blows and
hardships were [endured] on the path of circumambulating the
House of God and visiting the illumined shrine of the Master of
existence, may my spirit be sacrificed for him. This hardship
is in truth a mercy, and this affliction is the essence of blessing.

You must not be sorrowful and grieved, but rather on the con-
trary show the utmost thankfulness at the threshold of the One
that you were the recipient of such hardships and difficulties on
the path to the Kaaba. And in the blessed verse He says “Ye
could not otherwise reach except with great difficulty.” There-
fore this is cause for gratitude not complaint, and a station of
contentment not grief and sorrow from tribulation. Surely its
reward and recompense will be greater than its hardship and
suffering.

And this wanderer’s desire was to send sufficient assistance
and ample expenses for those friends, but the [Lord of the
House]| is aware and witness that worldly means are cut off from
this prisoner in a fortress like a prison, although rumors say
otherwise - and these rumors stem from divine independence
which has made the heart wealthy beyond all things. And
whatever occurs is from the principle of “preferring others over
themselves.” Therefore with the utmost embarrassment and
shame, five French liras have been sent - receive them from
Aga Muhammad Mustafa Effendi Baghdadi and overlook their
meagerness.
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To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! By God the True One,
verily the dwellers of the Most Glorious Kingdom pray for ev-
ery servant who is firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant and
His Great Testament. For through their steadfastness the pil-
lars of discord are shaken, the edifice of hypocrisy trembles,
the Sun of the Covenant shines forth, and its fame spreads
throughout all regions. Blessed art thou and excellent is thy
destiny, O thou lamp of the loved ones who walketh in the
path of righteousness!

Whatever you had written, along with other papers, was re-
ceived. From the events and heedlessness and foolishness of
the people of lethargy, utmost astonishment was produced -
what foolishness is this and what folly! What misguidance is
this and what a tale! Glory be to God! Can the Sun of the
Covenant be hidden, or can the brilliant moon be concealed, or
can the fine garment of the Moon of Canaan be sullied by these
falsehoods, or can the decisive Text be concealed by a patched
cloth? In any case, your services are always appreciated. The
people of lethargy have taken many important papers through
various means and completely destroyed them. “And they plot
and God plots, and God is the best of plotters.” In any case,
you must, God willing, establish the promotion of the religion
of God in those regions and raise the edifice of the knowledge of
God. Give life to existing souls through the divine breaths and
make fresh and verdant the withered hearts of people through
the bounty of the cloud of the love of God. Convey greetings
to the friends.
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To: Abbas, in Hamadan

O namesake of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Abbas in Arabic means “lion-
hearted” and “fierce lion hunter.” In accordance with “Names
descend from heaven,” it behooves you to raise a lion’s roar
in those thickets and display leonine might and manly courage
in the arena of recognition and certitude. For courage is not
bloodshed and destruction of human foundations - that befits
wild beasts. Rather, courage lies in victory over self and desire,
and triumph over the armies of passion.

Today the courageous one, like a ray of light, becomes the
cause of illumination of regions and localities, and the enlight-
enment of the world and radiance of creation lie in peace and
reconciliation, and success and prosperity. As much as you
can, be a cultivator of peace and a fruitful and productive tree.
Therefore, seek the wellbeing of all the people of the world and
the comfort and security of humanity. Lay the foundation of
love and faithfulness and uproot the edifice of discord and cru-
elty. Practice friendship and truthfulness and seek peace and
reconciliation. Be kind to all creation and solicitous of friends.

Spread holy fragrances and scatter pearls of knowledge. Give
glad tidings and explain realities and meanings. Guide to the
path of the All-Merciful. Open an eloquent tongue and give
fluent speech. Kindle the fire of the love of God and burn away
dark veils. Become a commander of the hosts of recognition
and make for the field of certitude, so that you may be vic-
torious and triumphant, near and accepted in all the divine
worlds.

1 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ahamd Khan (Bahar) et al., in Hamadan

O you who are the friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God
that on the Day of the dawning of the Sun of the horizons you
became lovers, and turned to the Lord of the Covenant. You
became detached from self and desire, and longed to behold
the peerless Beauty. You are confirmed, successful, victorious
and triumphant. What the pure ones and the free ones longed
for, you have found. You have turned away from all save God,
hastened to the blessed valley, recognized the blessed Tree, wit-
nessed the flame and light of the kindled Fire, heard the divine
call, and reached your goal. Many were the souls who yearned
to see that Beloved One’s face, but when He appeared like a
beauty in the gathering, they turned away and fled from the
lane of the Friend. They did not inhale the sweet fragrance of
that musk-scented tress. They became deprived and defeated,
caught in the veil of heedlessness, and fell forever into the low-
est depths of concealment.

2 Therefore, observe how guidance is purely a gift and an abso-
lute bounty from the One True God - until we see whom He
will choose as friend and toward whom His favor will incline.
You must show the utmost joy, delight and gladness, and seek
perfect felicity through this special bounty. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Khansari, in Hamadan

O servant of Baha, O Khunsari, O host of the feast! Praise
be to God that in those regions you have laid a feast from
the heavenly table of the Lord and invited all peoples to that
celestial banquet.

However, if you observe that most souls are deprived of perceiv-
ing its flavors and are accustomed to the fruit of the tree of Za-
qqum, and therefore derive no pleasure from the choice sealed
wine, do not become sorrowful and grieved. These souls are like
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nursing infants - they must gradually be made familiar with
delicious food. Sometimes if heaviness occurs in their organs
of perception, you must treat them with moistening, purga-
tive medicines of kindliness, silence, patience and forbearance.
Then you will become a true physician and a divine healer.

You are not a weak cause, rather the physician leaves off due to
the severity of the ailments. We are commanded servants and
we call out in the name of Truth - though we see cruelty and
become the target of stones of rebellion, still we speak again,
listen again, strive again, surge again and cry out again. Our
excuse is not acceptable and our flight has no benefit - in any
case we must breathe forth.

I have thought about myself, you know this is humor - the pur-
pose is your joy and gladness. And when we speak in earnest
and truth, we say: O what delight for you in serving your Lord!
O glad tidings for you in exalting His Word! O joy for you in
diffusing His fragrances! O blessedness for you in humility and
submissiveness to His loved ones!
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AB02647

To: Abu’l Hasan Ansaf, in Himmatabad

O educator in the school! All the people of the earth are
like young children and ignorant pupils reciting their lessons.
Therefore, sit in the school of knowledge and become a teacher
of love. Give lessons in the Covenant and demonstrate the re-
ality of yearning. Speak of the bounties and effulgence of the
Luminary of the horizons, and begin to cry and lament about
the cruelty and oppression of separation - for that Moon-like
countenance has become hidden behind the veil of the invisible
Kingdom and is shining forth in the hidden realm. But thanks
be to the Most Holy One that the bounty of His favors contin-
ues uninterrupted and the throne of His sovereignty remains
firm. First He appeared in the realm of creation, that is, within
the contingent world, and now He shines forth from the high-
est heaven. His is the praise, the grace, and the bounty upon
all beings, and unto Him bow down in submission all who are
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in the heavens and on earth, whether willingly or unwillingly.
And the Glory be upon the people of Baha.

Convey to each and every one of the friends the Most Glorious,
Most Wondrous greetings, and tell them that among the proofs
of faithfulness to the Holy Threshold of the Blessed Beauty is
that in all things - that is, in speech and conduct and deeds,
in sanctification and detachment and unity and harmony, in
the fear of God and righteousness - you should promote the
Cause of God and engage in service, so that you may become
manifest signs of the King of Oneness. And the Glory be upon
you.

Since His Majesty the Sultan rules with justice in these days,
prayers for the confirmation of the throne of sovereignty should
be offered in all gatherings and meetings.
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To: Abbas Ali et al., in Hukmuvar District

O divine friends! Abbas-Quli, in gratitude for the guidance he
has newly found, has written a letter in which he has recorded
the blessed names of the divine loved ones. Among its contents
is that through the effort and explanation of Haji Hasan-Aqa
and Aga Mu’min, he has drunk from the cup of guidance from
the hand of grace, and these two blessed souls have truly be-
come the cause of life for that truthful servant.

In any case, when someone finds new life through the holy
breaths of another and attains to the spirit of faith, they must
worship that person who was the cause of their guidance and
must never fall short, as long as they live, in servitude and
service to them. For they brought the dead to life, guided
one who was utter loss to the treasury of the spirit, made the
darkened one illumined, made the rejected one accepted at the
court of the One, transformed the thorny bramble into a rose
of the rose garden, changed the raven of malice into a precious
nightingale, made the lowly fly into an eagle soaring to the
heights of glory. If one does not honor such a bounty, it is
surely the height of unfairness.
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Therefore, each of you must serve with heart and soul anyone
who was the cause of guidance, and take pride and glory in
wearing the collar of servitude to them. This is the station of
those souls who show gratitude. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Jalal son of Ali Naqi, in Isfahan

Praise and glory be to Thee, O Lord my God! This is a choice
sapling which Thou hast planted in the meads of Thy love and
hast nurtured with the fingers of Thy Lordship. Thou hast wa-
tered it from the well-spring of everlasting life which streameth
forth from the gardens of Thy oneness and Thou hast caused
the clouds of Thy tender mercy to shower Thy favours upon it.
It hath now grown and developed beneath the shelter of Thy
blessings which are manifest from the Dayspring of Thy divine
essence. It hath burst forth into leaves and blossoms, is laden
with fruit through the providence of Thy wondrous gifts and
bounties and is stirred by the fragrant breeze wafting from the
direction of Thy loving-kindness.

O Lord! Cause this sapling to become verdant, fresh and flour-
ishing by the outpourings of Thy special bounty and favour,
wherewith Thou hast endued the tabernacles of holiness in
Thy eternal Kingdom and hast adorned the essences of unity
in the arena of reunion.

O Lord! Assist him through Thy strengthening grace which
proceedeth from Thine invisible Kingdom, aid him with such
hosts as are hidden from the eyes of Thy servants and grant
that he may have a sure footing in Thy presence. Unloose
his tongue to make mention of Thee and gladden his heart
to celebrate Thy praise. Illumine his face in Thy Kingdom,
prosper him in the realm above and graciously confirm him to
serve Thy Cause.

Thou art the All-Powerful, the All-Glorious, the Omnipotent.

Jinab-i-Amin, upon him be the glory of God, the All-Glorious,
hath spoken in the highest praise of that sapling of the garden
of the love of God: that, praise be unto God, through the grace
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and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, thou hast a heart like unto
the meadows of Paradise, and a countenance made luminous
with the freshness of the love of God, the envy of the lamp
of heaven. Through the special favor of the Lord, I hope that
thou mayest advance in these degrees, and become a lamp of
light in the assemblage of the lovers, and a cypress moving by
the stream of divine knowledge; that in the Abha Kingdom
thou mayest kindle thy face like the stars of the heaven of the
All-Merciful, and burn away the veils of a whole world. And
upon thee be Baha.
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AB02842

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali (Pagalih), in Isfahan

O thou who fell unconscious from the manifestation of the All-
Merciful! It is morning and a group of friends are illumined
like candles in this gathering, and hearts in remembrance of
the Friend are like gardens full of roses, hyacinths and jasmine.
This servant has taken up the pen and engaged in remembrance
of thy face and character. I swear by the Greatest Name that
remembrance of the friends brings comfort to the soul and joy
to the conscience, and brings such spirit and fragrance that the
heart comes into rapture and delight and the soul into longing
and ecstasy. For the essential reality of each one in the divine
gathering is a spring of living water, and the perfect beauty of
each one in the paradise of recognition is the dawning-place of
a light from the lights.

Therefore observe how great is thy station in the sight and vi-
sion of this servant, for although the observation of the greatest
signs is possible in other contingent beings and creatures, yet
the greatest sign and the luminous reality and the most exalted
word and the mercy that preceded all things appears and shines
forth in the manifestations of the realities of the beloved ones
and the dawning-places and rising-points of the effulgent lights
from the Sun of Glory.

The pure and sanctified leaf, the handmaid of God, thy wife
Nuri Bigum, we remember with holy fragrances. Through di-
vine grace it is hoped that in the gathering of the handmaids of
the All-Merciful she may be a sign of guidance and a luminous
flame, and may perfume the nostrils of all with the fragrances
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of the Day of God. The assured leaf, the pure maiden, the
handmaid of Baha, Radiyyih Bigum, is always engaged in their
remembrance and begs for the appearance of tokens of divine
gifts.
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AB02794

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! One of the friends wrote a
letter regarding the school in ‘Ishqabad, stating that in these
days, praise be to God, those friends have engaged with utmost
effort in organizing and arranging the school, have appointed
suitable teachers, and henceforth there will be the greatest care,
attention and protection for the school. I too hope that the
favors of the All-Merciful Lord will encompass it and the aid
and bounty of the Gracious King will surround it, so that the
friends may become distinguished from others in all matters.

2 Among the most important affairs is the education and train-

ing of all children, and you must give great attention to this
matter, for confirmation and success of souls depends upon
and is conditioned by service and servitude to the All-Holy,
the Most Sacred Lord. Among the most excellent services is
the education and training of children and the promotion of
various branches of knowledge and sciences. Now, praise be
to God, you are making a mighty effort and great endeavor
in this service. The more you advance in this important mat-
ter, the more divine confirmations and heavenly successes will
become manifest and evident, to such a degree that you your-
selves will be astonished. This is an assured matter and an
unfailing promise.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!

O my God, my God! Aid these souls to serve Thee and inspire
them with servitude to Thee and unfurl over them the ban-
ner of Thy mercy and shelter them beneath the shade of the
tree of Thy mercy and cause them to speak Thy remembrance
and make them steadfast in Thy love and open before their
faces the doors of blessing and wealth through Thy bounty, O
my Most Exalted Lord! Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
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Thou art the Great, verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most
Compassionate.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11847

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

O faithful friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha!

For some time now, due to the turmoil and corruption in the
Caucasus regions and interior Russia, communications have
been cut off. This is the result of turmoil and corruption - that
the doors of goodness are closed and comfort and tranquility
are taken away. The immediate harm is evident while future
consequences remain unknown. Blindly they strive and grapple
with each other, shedding one another’s blood.

Glory be to God! When fierce beasts and ravening wolves
associate with each other, strife and contention completely dis-
appear. Even dogs, when they dwell and rest together for a
few days, become tame, showing consideration and protection
for each other, never fighting. But if a stranger appears, they
attack it. Yet human beings, even if they associate and travel
together a thousand times, still tear each other apart and oblit-
erate one another.

In any case, let us return to our subject. Although no letters
were received and no missives were sent, the heart is always re-
membering the friends with the utmost joy and delight, and we
beseech the Divine Beloved to make ‘Ishgabad into Baha-abad,
to make it a center of divine inspirations, a refuge for friends
steadfast in the Covenant, and from there may assistance reach
all regions. May its loved ones become movers of seeking hearts
and encouragers of teaching souls, and may sweet fragrances
always reach ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s nostrils from that land and region,
becoming a source of joy amid these trials and tempests.
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5 And upon you be glory, and upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Ishqabad

O noble and elevated Branch, faithful and trusted servant of
the blessed divine Tree!

For some time I have not written a letter and had no opportu-
nity. The paths were blocked and the way cut off. The corrupt
ones turned the Caucasus into an abode of sedition. There was
neither coming nor going, no courier in transit. With all the
calamities that had befallen, this situation was added - and
how it continues!

In any case, ‘Abdu’l-Baha at every moment approaches the
Kingdom with utmost humility and lamentation, with crying
and restlessness, and begs for the comfort of heart, assistance,
protection and favors of the ever-present, ever-watching Lord
for the divine friends. Indeed, your honor has fallen into ut-
most difficulty and hardship. But since these tribulations and
ordeals are in the path of the All-Bountiful One, they are pure
bounty and required by faithfulness, causing advancement in
the Abha Kingdom.

O beloved soul, I know not in what tongue to express my long-
ing. I swear by your precious being that I am always mindful
of and thinking of that blessed person. In any case, write a
letter immediately and give details of conditions. The winter
days are nearly past and spring will come. Until now, despite
severe storms and mighty waves, the Ship of the Cause has
been preserved - let us see what God wills thereafter. If secu-
rity and comfort are obtained, we will correspond about your
bringing honor [by visiting].

5 Convey my longing greetings to all the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Kenosha, WI

O ye maid-servants of the Merciful! Leaves of the Tree of Life!

Thank ye the Lord, for He hath removed the covering from
off your insight, illuminated your eyes by witnessing the Sun
of Truth, purified your souls, and hath quickened your hearts
through the holy fragrances which are being diffused from the
garden of the kingdom of His Great Glory!

O ye maid-servants of the Merciful! It is incumbent upon you
to soar up with wings of joy and happiness unto the apex of ex-
ultation and gladness; for He hath assigned unto you the great-
est guidance in the Day of Resurrection, and hath crowned you
with the diadem of glory and divine honor among the women
of the whole world, and hath chosen you above the queens of
the world for his great bounty.

Verily, the crowns which are on the heads of the noble women—
the queens of the world—all their bases will be finally broken,
their gems scattered away, their luster removed and will be-
come as dispersed dust. But your magnificent crowns are ev-
erlastingly brilliant and permanently glorious and mighty and
their gems scintillating throughout cycles and ages.

This is the highest gift! This is the greatest bestowal! Thank ye
your Lord for this great bounty and favor! O ye maid-servants
of the Merciful! verily, your Lord, the Supreme, is calling upon
you from His Ancient Kingdom and announces unto you such
glad-tidings, whereat the hearts of the angels of heaven rejoice.

It is incumbent upon you to strip yourselves of every old gar-
ment (i.e., old beliefs and past customs). It is incumbent upon
you to be severed from this contemptible earthly world. It is
incumbent upon you (to seek after) the Kingdom, in this great
Day!

Purify ye your hearts, sanctify your souls and cleanse your
spirits; so that ye may attain to this great success. Then
ye will become the angels of heaven, will enter among the
Supreme Concourse and will permanently abide in the paradise
of union (with God), and will be associated with the Beauty
of El-ABHA.

TAB.143-145
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To: Baha’is of Mazindaran, in Mazandaran

O compatriots of the Ancient Beauty! For a long time now, the
call of divinity has been raised from the Ancient Throne and
the divine call has reached the ears of East and West from the
Abha Kingdom. In every region there is tumult and commo-
tion, and in every country there is excitement and fervor. The
fame of the Cause of God has encompassed all horizons and the
anthem of God’s Covenant has reached the ears of all dwellers
on earth. The heat of the love of God has ignited flames in the
heart of the world and the lights of the knowledge of God have
shone forth from all directions.

Foreign peoples have been stirred with longing and attraction,
and the followers of the Torah and Gospel are in rapture and
delight. All tribes are striving to acquire these gifts and boun-
ties, and all peoples are sacrificing their lives to attain these
qualities. Why should the people of the homeland remain heed-
less and negligent? Surely they must appreciate the value of
this gift and count this special bounty as a precious opportu-
nity. The hand of grace and favor has placed this crown upon
that region - they must act worthily of it.

Although in truth the people of that land did not fall short
and sacrificed their lives, and due to the intensity of afflictions
and abundance of calamities and increasing martyrdoms in the
early days of the Cause, outwardly there came about some
quiet and silence, yet in secret the fire of love is blazing in-
tensely. God willing, may this flame become world-consuming
and this radiance become world-illumining. The intention is
that the spring of life may flow there and the fountain of life
may gush forth in Sari.

And upon you be glory, O beloved ones of God, the

All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting!
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To: Relatives of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Mazandaran

O remnants of that holy soul! That pure spirit beholdeth you
from the highest summit in the Kingdom of Abha, and he is
proclaiming: “O ye who are related to me, rejoice, free your
minds from worry, let your spirits soar with ecstasy, and evince
the utmost gladness, for I have been released from that tainted
world and found peace and tranquility in a private chamber of
the Kingdom and a secluded abode of the Heavenly Court.
From the hand of the Cupbearer of unfailing providence I have
drained the cup of oneness, and from the Countenance of mer-
cifulness I have tasted the sweetness of reunion. Oh would that
I had a hundred thousand lives to cast down in the path of the
peerless Beloved, and a hundred thousand heads to offer as a
sacrifice to the incomparable Beauty!” Wherefore, on account
of this martyrdom, be joyful, not subdued; be exhilarated, not
afflicted.

May the glory of God shine upon you.

O Kind God! Grant life and spirit to these relatives of His
Holiness Mulla Ali-Jan, and bestow upon them the desire of
their hearts and peace of conscience. Make them drink from
the Salsabil of grace and intoxicate them with the pure wine of
oneness. Grant them strength, power and steadfastness, and
make them manifestations of infinite favors. O Lord, establish
them under the banner of the Covenant and illuminate them
with the rising sun of the Testament, that they may enlighten
the horizons with the effulgence of light and become a cen-
ter and pivot of faithfulness and harmony. O Forgiving Lord!
Make that demolished house into a prosperous home and make
that grieving family joyous and grateful, that they may shine
like the sun among all peoples and become a goodly seed.
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To: Baha’is of Nain

...0 ye who are attracted to that Divine Beloved! The perfect
Beauty of God has appeared in the world of existence and made
the human world the envy of paradise on high through divine
breathings, heavenly inspirations, lordly splendors and eternal
manifestations. Eyes were brightened and hearts became as
rose gardens. The dusty earth became a verdant isle. The
rain of greatest mercy poured down. The dawn of hope broke.
The divine light shone forth. The Sun of Truth blazed with
intense heat, and the life-giving breeze of the spiritual spring-
time blew. The earth of souls was stirred and the flowers of
realities and meanings sprouted forth. But alas, certain souls
became like thorny barriers in the path of seekers, and like use-
less weeds grew in the furnace of error and passion, depriving
themselves and others of eternal grace. “The good land brings
forth its vegetation by permission of its Lord, while that which
is corrupt brings forth nothing but thorns.”

O loved ones of God! Be not saddened by the reproach of
enemies, the mockery of the ignorant, the harm of adversaries,
and the hatred of hypocrites. Rather, be happy and find joy
and delight, for this has been the way of ancient times and the
custom of former ages. The opposing faction even said to the
Prophets and Messengers: “We see no excellence in you above
us,” and likewise said: “None follow you except the lowliest
among us, through superficial judgment.” Be not disheartened
by such objections and injuries, for they are proof of acceptance
at the threshold of the Forgiving Lord. Say: “O People of the
Book! Do you resent us only because we believe in God and
what has been revealed to us...?7”
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To: Baha’is of Nayshabur

O people of Baha! The Beauty of the All-Glorious has shone
forth from the highest heaven onto the earth and adorned the
world of existence with a manifest light, so that souls might
become familiar with holy fragrances and hearts might become
the dawning-place of the bounties of the Beloved Lord.

May souls be filled with glad-tidings and hearts tell tales of the
divine Kingdom, and may resurrection and gathering appear
manifest in the world of possibilities. May every sleeping one
awaken and every ignorant one become aware. May the dead

be brought to life and the withered become fresh and verdant.

May the world of darkness become illumined and earthly man
become heavenly. Through the bounty of the manifest light
may the earth become the highest paradise.

When this Heart’s Desire unveils His face and the Most Great
Gift appears in its glory, the friends will completely forget this
world and hearken to the angel’s song. Each one will show
forth the white hand and come forth to the arena with the
manifest serpent.

Therefore you must become so enkindled that you will banish
all lethargy from the world of existence. Make the world a
different world and cause humanity to receive bounties from
the Most Great and Glorious One. You are honored in the
Kingdom of Oneness and, praise be to God, are cultured and
distinguished. Therefore take up an overflowing cup so that
you may intoxicate every seeker and make every heedless one
God-conscious.

5 I offer prayers at the threshold of the Self-Sufficient and beseech

favors and bounties from the Kingdom of mysteries, so that
the grace of guidance may encompass all, and every deprived
one may receive a portion and every portionless one become

abundantly blessed. This is the ultimate desire and final hope.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: May Maxwell, in Paris

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God!

I beseech God that He may make thee a sign of guidance and
a lamp enkindled by the fire of the love of God, to enable thee
to spread the fragrances of the knowledge of God.

Know thou that the rights of parents are great, very great,
and God hath compared them to His own rights. Thou must,
therefore, please thy mother, obey her orders, and show consid-
eration towards thy brother under all conditions, as required
in the law of God. Thou mayest enter into wedlock with the
one to whom thou art engaged, as there is no obstacle and the
time hath come. And if it is the wish of thy mother that thou
shouldst return with her to America, thou must accept this
duty, for it is not fitting to remain alone in Paris. God will
verily assist thee with the Spirit of truth and the power of the
kingdom, and it will make no difference whether thou residest
in Paris or in America.

O maidservant of God! Truly I am with thee and will be thy
Companion at all times and in all places.

Rest assured that the grace of thy Lord is with thee, and that
the spirit of power will enable thee to spread abroad the sacred
and sweet savours of thy Lord.

Let nothing sadden thy heart, for soon thou shalt witness that
which will delight thy soul and rejoice thy spirit.

And convey thou my greetings and praise unto the handmaid
of God, Mrs. Cropper, and unto the handmaid of God, her
honored mother, both in London; and likewise unto all the
handmaids of God and the loved ones of God in Paris. For I
ever remember them, and never shall I forget them.

Do all that is in thy power for the spirituality of thy fiancé,
that he may become celestial and divine. After thy marriage,
spare no effort in this, that haply his heart may be illumined by
the light of the Kingdom. Thou art permitted to come alone
to visit this luminous Spot.

MAX.180-181
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To: Siyyid Yahya Unsi (Palestine), in Port Said

O thou spiritual friend! Your elegant letter uttering gems of
divine remembrance and mystery was perused with the eye of
the Spirit and I grasped its wondrous meanings.

These days are the days of illumination and radiance, the days
wherein the rays of the Luminary of the entire world are em-
anating throughout the world of existence the days when the
entire visible realm hath been transformed into a veritable rose
garden. Spring hath come and delicate fragrances waft from
the gardens of Divine Unity! Thus it is the season of joy and
spirituality, the day of true happiness.

At such a time as this, through the power, the outpouring
bounty and the loving providence of God one might attain
such heights of acquiescence that no change, no vicissitude
may affect this station. As it is written: Should He ordain
pearls without price for us, let our hearts become the shells fit
to treasure them. Should He rain arrows of misfortune on us,
let our lives be targets to receive them.

The attainment of the good pleasure of God is the greatest
of all stations. Until one drinks from this clear fountain that
gives life to those nigh unto Him, one cannot ascend to the
heights divine reunion or proximity. Verily, be thou engaged
in all patience and tranquillity of spirit in giving praise and
gratitude to the Living God, the Self-Subsisting.

Kindly remember each and every one of the friends of God
with longing greetings from this servant. At all times we are
happy and joyous in their remembrance and mention, and we
beseech God to bestow new confirmations in all circumstances.

Regarding Ahmad Magqsud, the intention was that perhaps he
could provide some assistance to his father, since due to having
many dependents he is in utmost distress, and to the extent

possible consideration should be shown to him in this matter.

If something could be arranged that would bring happiness to
his father, it would be most appreciated.
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AB02841

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin

O thou who hast clung to the hem of the Covenant!

> Thy welcome letter was perused with care. In the divine king-
dom of existence today, there is no matter more important than
firmness and steadfastness in God’s Covenant and Testament.
For through this divine power the mighty fortress of the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting One is preserved and protected, and
the station and rank of souls becomes evident. Otherwise the
foundation will be scattered to the winds, the Friday mosque
will become a ruin, and all will become wandering and bewil-
dered. At that time friendship will not remain and the thread
of fellowship will be severed, the candle will be extinguished
and the gathering forgotten.

3 Thy degrees of firmness and steadfastness are known, yet ex-
pression of the degrees of love is also beloved and desired. What
was written was intended to express love, not to extend dis-
course. This servant hopes that through the power of thy
steadfastness every wavering one may become firm and every
vain soul disappointed. May all return to the Covenant and
Testament and become mindful of falling into loss.

Ere long will the standard of the Covenant wave from the high-
est horizons. At that time the worth of your counsels and ex-
hortations will become known. In any case, gird up the loins
of endeavor and say in a loud voice: “O company of jinn and
men! If ye can pass beyond the regions of the heavens and the
earth, pass beyond them! Ye cannot pass beyond them save
by authority!”

5 Convey my greetings to Mirza Habib and say that I will water
the root, God willing. Be confident that ere long it will yield
blossoms and flowers and become full of leaves and delectable
fruit. I long for all the firm and steadfast friends.
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To: Qazvini, Muhammad Simsar et al.

O ye who have turned towards and been accepted at the Divine
Threshold! Jinab-i-Amin forwarded your letter and requested a
reply from this captive. He praised you highly, saying that your
family consists of praiseworthy souls who, like grateful birds,
have built their nest in the gardens of the Abha Kingdom. You
have laid your heads upon the Sacred Threshold and have won
the race in the field of servitude. Therefore, you are deserving
of bounty and worthy of blessing.

O friends! If you knew how loving the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
towards you, you would surely be filled with boundless joy and
gladness. My Lord and my Hope! Verily, the sister of this one
enkindled with the fire of Thy love was under the protection
of Thy glorious and noble servant. She was detached from all
else save Thee, attracted to Thee, and aflame with the fire
of Thy love. She served her noble spouse out of love for Thy
Beauty, seeking Thy good-pleasure and passionate for Thy love.
She endured every hardship in Thy path and every difficulty in
Thy love, until she was freed from the garment of mortality and
drank the wine of ascension to the Supreme Concourse in the
realm of spirits. Lord! Thou art the Forgiver, the Pardoner,
the Ever-Relenting. I beseech Thee to forgive me and her, and
to pardon in me and her every fault and misdeed arising from
contingent reality and human limitations. Grant her to attain
Thy presence in the realm of Thy cloud. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Forgiver, the Ever-Relenting, the All-Bestowing.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar, enkindled fire of God’s love! For some time there
has been some laxity and shortcoming in sending correspon-
dence. This has resulted from the many preoccupations of
heart and body; otherwise, at all times when we attain the
presence of and are honored at the Holy Shrine, we are oc-
cupied with your remembrance and thought, beseeching and
supplicating from the manifest bounty of the Ancient Beauty
that at all times He may perfume your pure and goodly nostrils
with the holy fragrances of the Abha Kingdom, and day by day
increase the heat and enkindlement of that divine Samandar
of the fire of God’s love.

O divine bird of fire! Make an effort so that in those re-
gions the fire of the love of God may blaze forth in such a
way that its heat may influence all horizons, and the effects
of your Samandar-like nature may become visible to all eyes
like Alexander’s mirror and renowned throughout all regions
and lands. This is the time for flames and eruption, the time
for burning and passion. Soon you will observe the worlds of
the seen and unseen transformed into the Abha Paradise and
Supreme Heaven. However, every city among the cities is a gar-
den and orchard. The garden whose fruit ripens earlier is more
pleasing and acceptable, for it bears the first fruits. Several let-
ters were written to some of the friends of God - deliver them,
and keep everyone fresh, delicate and full of vigor through the
sprinklings of the cloud of grace. And may glory be upon you
and upon all who are firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant
and His mighty Testament, and who hold fast to His strong
cord in this manifest Day.
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To: Afghani, Ataullah et al., in Samargand

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The sugar of Samarqand
was famous of old, as the poet said:

> “In Samarqand there is sugar, but its sweetness
Came from Bukhara, and this became its nature”

Therefore this letter is sent like Egyptian candy. We hope it
will sweeten the palate of those yearning souls, and when sugar
and candy combine, infinite sweetness results. The trials and
pains of Jinab-i-‘Ata’u’llah were without limit or end, and this
was witnessed by all. But the great reward and favors of the
Glorious Lord are at the end. He must be patient and cast
it into the corner of forgetfulness. ‘Abdu’l-Baha was afflicted
with thousands of such trials, but when He showed patience
and calm, finally all passed away and these clouds dispersed
and the horizon of existence became bright and radiant. There-
fore upon you be beautiful patience, and the end of beautiful
patience is beautiful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hope is that whatever is the primary purpose
and the heart’s desire will be achieved. These events are like
successive waves, coming and going, but the sea remains fixed
and stable. Although in Samarqgand the intelligent are few
and the learned fewer still, yet the power of the Word of God
is intense and the influence of the Spirit of God is mighty.
Therefore those blessed souls in that city must raise such a
clamor and create such an uproar that the sleeping will awaken
and the withered will become fresh and verdant. With Jinab-
i-Mirza Abu’l-Fadl we are always occupied with your mention
and seek confirmation. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB02796

To: Muallim, Mulla Muhammad Ali et al., in Sarvistan

O spiritual friends! The denizens of the Supreme Concourse
and dwellers of the Most Glorious Kingdom loosed their
tongues in thanksgiving for the favors at the dawn of the
Covenant and bowed their heads in prostration at the Sacred
Threshold, saying: “O Kind Lord! Praise and glory be unto
Thee for having designated the Specific Center and made
the Center of the Covenant renowned throughout all regions.
Thou didst establish the sign of Thy Ancient Covenant and
raised high Thy Mighty Standard. Thou didst make Thy
luminous Lamp the witness of the gathering and bestowed
freshness, grace and radiance upon Thy cypress in the garden.

O Lord! Grant glad-tidings to the souls and bestow joy upon
the hearts. Give light to the eyes and grant divine radiance to
the inner vision. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
and verily Thou art the Ancient, the Compassionate.”
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AB02646

To: Baha’is of Shahrud

O loved ones of His Holiness, the Sovereign of the realm of
divine unity! The days of the manifestation were the dawning
of the light from Sinai, days of joy and gladness, of delight
and happiness, of pleasure and success. But when that radiant
Sun set in the ethereal sphere, it became a dark night - a time
of grief and regret and mourning, a period of separation and
burning anguish and weakness. Sorrows are the companions
of the soul, weeping eyes are intimate with the burning heart,
and cries and laments ascend to heaven. This is one station.

In another station, this mighty century and new age belongs to
the Glorious Lord. In every hour, whatever the Divine Farmer
has planted in the field of being and watered from the spring of
mercy grows green and flourishing, becoming the beauty of the
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rose garden and the freshness of the orchard. In every moment
a dewdrop arrives, with every breath a morning of divine con-
firmation dawns. The wondrous signs of this most great cycle
become manifest and evident, and the power and grandeur of
the Sovereign of Oneness becomes clear and apparent.

For a century spans one hundred years, so in this glorious age
of the Majestic Lord, day by day the Divine Cause rises higher
and more exalted, more sublime and unreachable. The mani-
festation of the signs of beauty and glory and the appearance
of the tokens of might and greatness of the peerless Lord con-
tinue. Though we are deprived of attaining His presence, we
are stirred by the holy fragrances from the garden of faithful-
ness, and we are in the heart of this century and the midst of
this noble age.

i And glory be upon you.
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Study guide to this volume

This fifth collection of undated letters and tablets from ‘Abdu’l-Baha is unified by a set of interlock-
ing theological commitments that illuminate each other across the varied occasions of individual
letters: the precise definition of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own station as pure servitude; the metaphysical
grounding of the Covenant in the eternal act of divine faithfulness; the anthropological claim that
all human races constitute one family whose diversity is an adornment rather than a division; the
cosmological reading of marriage and love as expressions of a universal divine will to unity; and
the urgent pedagogical call for teachers who will bring the hungry community its spiritual food.
The range of correspondents — Persian teachers, Parsee communities in India, women believers,
pilgrims, administrative trustees — reflects the global scope of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry even while
He remained nominally confined in ‘Akka. What runs beneath all the letters, however, is a single
consistent claim: that the Covenant of Baha'u’llah is the real foundation of all human progress,
and that steadfastness within it, however battered by doubt and opposition, is the highest form of
service available to any soul in this age.

Servitude as the Summit of All Honor: The Station of ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Key Passages

The belief of this evanescent servant is that His Holiness the Exalted One, the Pri-
mal Point, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him, was the Sun of the highest realm, the
Dawning-place of Lordship, and the Herald of the Ancient Beauty. And the Blessed
Beauty, the Most Great Name, was the Sun of Truth, the Luminary of the Supreme
Concourse, Him Whom God shall make manifest, may my spirit be sacrificed for His ser-
vants. As for this servant, I am Abdu’l-Baha, and this is my designation, my attribute,
my title and my crown — nay rather, my ultimate goal and my furthest mosque. No
word beyond this, even mention of sonship, is permissible. — AB02271

I am the servant of Baha — you too be a handmaiden of Baha. Ask God and pray that
we both may be confirmed in service. This is eternal glory, this is everlasting pride, this
is the greatest crown, this is the diadem of every mighty king of kings. What station
shall we seek greater than servitude at His Threshold? What honor shall we desire
higher than bondage at His Court? Strive in this as much as you can, be enthusiastic
and cry out. This Covenant is the Covenant of servitude, and this Testament is the
Testament of bondage to His Divine Unity. — ABO02118
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Context for Study

In two letters from this volume, ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses attempts — one by a poet, one by a woman
believer — to assign Him a station or title beyond what He has authorized. His response in each case
is the same: the name ‘Abdu’l-Baha, meaning “Servant of Baha,” is not a modest disclaimer but
the fullness of His identity, His “ultimate goal and furthest mosque.” The theological architecture
here is important. ‘Abdu’l-Baha locates the Bab and Baha’u’llah at the summit of divine revelation
in this dispensation — the Bab as Herald, Baha’u’llah as the Sun of Truth — and then describes
Himself as occupying a different and lower category: pure servitude at the threshold of that Sun.
This is a precise self-definition that rules out claims of prophethood, divinity, or independent
authority while simultaneously insisting that servitude, rightly understood, is the highest human
station achievable. The phrase “furthest mosque” echoes the Qur’anic al-Masjid al-Agqsa — the
mosque at the far end, associated with the Prophet’s night journey and ascent — suggesting that
servitude is the destination of the most exalted spiritual journey, the place where the traveler
arrives having traversed everything. Christian theology offers a comparable logic in the kenosis
doctrine of Philippians 2: self-emptying is the form that divine love takes in time, and exaltation
follows precisely from abasement. Sufi thought, with its concept of fana’ (annihilation of the self),
provides another resonance. What is distinctively Baha’i is the covenantal precision: servitude is not
a private mystical achievement but a publicly defined relationship within a structured community,
authenticated by explicit texts and defended against corruption.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that no title beyond “Servant of Baha” is permissible for Him, even “men-
tion of sonship.” What is at stake theologically in this boundary? How does it protect both
the integrity of the Covenant and the clarity of Baha'u’llah’s station?

2. How does the Baha’i concept of servitude as the highest station compare with the Christian
concept of ministerial priesthood (whose Latin root, minister, means “servant”) and with the
Islamic concept of ubudiyya (pure servitude to God alone)?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha refers to the name ‘Abdu’l-Baha as His “furthest mosque” — the destination of
the most exalted journey. What does this spatial-liturgical metaphor reveal about the nature
of His self-understanding?

4. In AB02118, ‘Abdu’l-Baha invites the woman to join Him in a shared condition: “I am the
servant of Baha — you too be a handmaiden of Baha.” How does this sharing of a spiritual
identity transform the conventional hierarchical relationship between teacher and student?

5. Consider the claim that servitude is “eternal glory” and “the diadem of every mighty king of
kings.” How does this inversion of conventional honor hierarchies relate to similar inversions
in the Sermon on the Mount (“Blessed are the meek”) or in the Sufi poetry of Rumi?
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The Covenant Under Siege: Prayer, Steadfastness, and the “Hosts
of Doubt”

Key Passages

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The winds of tests are blowing from every
direction, and the whirlwind of trials is uprooting the trees of human existence. The
hosts of doubts are attacking from all sides, and the scattered locusts of interpretations
and vain imaginings are spread throughout every place. In any case, that true friend
must be vigilant that the waves of doubts do not strike that shore and the forces of
insinuations do not launch surprise attacks. For the Cause is mighty and the test is
severe. — AB02069

O my God, my God! Make firm the steps of Thy loved ones in Thy straight path, Thine
ancient Covenant and Thy firm and excellent Testament. O Lord! The souls are weak
and the hearts are trembling from every severe test. Protect Thy loved ones in the
cave of Thy Covenant and Testament, and guard Thy dear ones beneath the shadow of
the wing of Thy protection and exaltation. O Lord! Make them signs of firmness and
standards of steadfastness in the realm of existence, holding fast to the sure handle, O
my Most Exalted Lord, and clinging to the firm cord, O God of the heavens and earths.
— ABO02069

O sign of the Covenant! Though the people of schism, like bats, contend and quarrel
with the light of the Covenant, yet the radiant beams of the Covenant of “Am I not
your Lord?” have shone forth from beneath the shade of the Tree of the Covenant
upon the horizons with such splendor that they can neither take wing nor raise a cry
or clamor. Leave them in the pit of their obscurity. They have broken the Covenant of
God and shattered the Testament of God; they have been consumed by the fire of envy
and hatred; they have cast the Joseph of the Covenant into the darksome well, and sold
Him for a paltry price. — ABO02032

Context for Study

Several letters in this volume address the crisis of Covenant-breaking with a directness that illumi-
nates both the historical reality and the theological framework ‘Abdu’l-Baha deployed in response.
The metaphors are drawn from natural catastrophe — winds, whirlwinds, floods, locusts — sug-
gesting that the assault on the Covenant is experienced as a kind of cosmic weather: overwhelming,
impersonal in its destructiveness, yet ultimately bounded. The prayer in AB02069 is especially
significant: it does not ask for the defeat of enemies but for the firmness of the friends, locating
the crisis as primarily one of spiritual rootedness rather than external threat. The phrase “cave of
Thy Covenant” draws on the Qur’anic story of the Companions of the Cave (Sura 18), who took
refuge in a physical cave from persecution and emerged renewed: the Covenant is here a divine
refuge analogous to that cave, sheltering its inhabitants during the darkness of trials. The image
of the Covenant-breakers as “bats” is consistent across several letters: bats, in classical Islamic
and Sufi imagery, are creatures that cannot bear the light and retreat into darkness, symbolizing
those who are unable to perceive the spiritual reality that illumines others. The reference to “the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 197



Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V) Appendix

Joseph of the Covenant... cast into the darksome well” in AB02032 places the Covenant controversy
within the biblical archetype of the innocent who is betrayed by his brothers, suffers in darkness,
and ultimately achieves a triumph that retrospectively vindicates the entire story. For students of
comparative religion, the parallel with the Pauline letters’ treatment of schism in the early Church
(especially 1 Corinthians and Galatians) is striking: in both cases, the apostle insists that the com-
munity’s unity depends on a single authoritative source, and that those who introduce division are
not merely wrong but are working against the divine purpose.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the Covenant as a “cave” of protection for the believers. What does
this spatial metaphor — refuge, shelter, interior safety amid external storm — suggest about
the nature of institutional religious authority?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s use of the Joseph archetype — cast into the well by his brothers
— with Paul’s treatment of schism in 1 Corinthians 1-3. In both cases, the authority figure
suffers betrayal from within. What does this recurring archetype reveal about the structural
vulnerabilities of prophetic communities?

3. The prayer in AB02069 asks for firmness, steadfastness, and protection — not for the defeat
of opponents. What spiritual strategy is expressed in this choice of petition? How does it
compare with the imprecatory psalms of the Hebrew Bible?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha repeatedly uses natural metaphors — winds, floods, locusts — to describe the
assault of doubt on the Covenant. What does this language suggest about the relationship
between interior spiritual states and external historical forces?

5. The Qur’anic covenant of alast (“Am I not your Lord?”) is invoked as the primordial origin
of the specific Covenant of Baha'u’llah. How does anchoring a historical covenant in a pre-
temporal divine act change its meaning and authority?

One Race, One Garden: The Spiritual Anthropology of Human
Diversity

Key Passages

Indeed, the world of humanity is like one kindred and one family. Because of the climatic
differences of the zones, through the passing of ages colours have become different. In
the torrid zone, on account of the intensity of the effect of the sun throughout the ages
the black race appeared. In the frigid zone, on account of the severity of the cold and
the ineffectiveness of the heat of the sun throughout the ages the white race appeared.
In the temperate zone, the yellow, brown and red races came into existence. But in
reality mankind is one race. Because it is of one race unquestionably there must be
unity and harmony and no separation or discord. — AB02243

Gracious God! The animal, notwithstanding that it is a captive of nature and nature
completely dominateth it, attacheth no importance to colour. For instance, thou dost
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behold that the black, white, yellow, blue and other coloured pigeons are in utmost
harmony with one another. They never give importance to colour. It is strange that
man hath made colour a means of strife. When we enter a rose-garden we behold how
beautiful is the display of variegated flowers. The difference of colour is the adornment
of the rose-garden. Were it of one colour it would not have such splendour. Thus it
hath become evident that diversity of color is an adornment of the world of humanity;
therefore it must not become a cause of dissension. — ABO02243

Ye are all the waves of one sea, the rays of one sun, the flowers of one garden, the lions
of one thicket, the birds of one meadow, and the fragrant blossoms of one rose garden:
wherefore ye are even as a single soul, and this letter is in reality written to each one of
you. Render thanks unto the grace and bounty of the Abha Beauty for having lighted
such a resplendent candle of unity whereby the human world hath been illumined. —
AB02281

Context for Study

In AB02243 ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses the question of racial difference with a scientific argument —
climatic variation over long ages accounts for the differentiation of skin color — and then draws
from it a single moral conclusion: because all races share one origin and one nature, the social
construction of race as a basis for hierarchy or enmity is both unnatural (even animals do not
observe it) and spiritually destructive. The rose garden metaphor that follows is one of the most
quoted images in Baha'i literature, and its logic repays careful examination. The garden is beautiful
precisely because of variety; uniformity would not be splendor but monotony. This is not a relativist
argument (all colors are equally beautiful and therefore all claims are equally valid) but an aesthetic-
theological argument: the divine purpose in creating diversity is adornment, and to turn adornment
into division is to invert the divine intention. AB02281 extends the same logic to community: the
friends addressed are waves, rays, flowers, lions, and birds of a single source. ‘Abdu’l-Baha notably
multiplies metaphors rather than settling on one, as if no single image is sufficient to carry the
weight of unity-in-diversity. The Pauline parallel is striking: 1 Corinthians 12 uses the body and
its members to make an analogous argument — diversity of function within an organic unity.
Islamic theology’s concept of the umma as a single community transcending tribal division offers
another resonance. What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s approach is the combination of naturalistic
explanation (climate), aesthetic argument (the rose garden), and theological grounding (one divine
origin), operating simultaneously rather than in sequence.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha explains racial variation through a climatic theory. How does grounding a moral
argument in a natural explanation strengthen or limit its force? What happens if the natural
explanation is disputed?

2. The rose garden metaphor presents diversity as adornment in the service of a unified beauty.
How does this aesthetic theology of diversity compare with contemporary multiculturalist
arguments for diversity as a value in itself? Where do the two frameworks converge and
where do they part?
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3. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s argument in AB02243 with Paul’s body metaphor in 1 Corinthians
12 and with the Qur’anic statement that God created human beings “into nations and tribes
that you may know one another” (49:13). What underlying claim about the divine purpose
in human difference is shared by all three?

)

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha observes, almost with irony, that animals “never give importance to colour’
while humans have made it a means of strife. What does this inversion of the animal-human
hierarchy reveal about the nature of the moral failures ‘Abdu’l-Baha is addressing?

5. How might a contemporary critical race theorist engage with this framework? Where would
they find agreement, and where would they press for a deeper reckoning with structural
injustice as distinct from individual prejudice?

Mothers, Education, and the Highest Form of Worship

Key Passages

O handmaids of the peerless Lord! The glance of loving-kindness is turned toward you,
and the fullness of mercy embraceth you. At the sacred threshold of the Ancient Beauty
— may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones — ye are discerning handmaids, and at
the holy court of the Divine Unity ye are humble, lowly, and enkindled servants. From
the ancient bounty and from the light of the horizon of Divine Unity, we implore, with
utmost supplication and lowliness, that He may graciously aid those handmaids of His
Threshold to serve the Lord of all, so that, in all conditions and circumstances, in every
manner and habit, in word and deed, in conduct and action, they may advance day by
day, and may, with the utmost endeavor, train their children in the manners of God.—

ABO02098

The first educators of children are their mothers; for the child, at the beginning of
growth and development, is as a tender and fresh branch: in whatever manner thou
desirest, thou canst train it. If thou trainest it aright, it will grow straight, and will
develop in perfect symmetry. It is therefore evident that the mother is the first educator
and the founder of the morals and manners of the child. O ye loving mothers, know ye
that in God’s sight, the best of all ways to worship Him is to educate the children and
train them in all the perfections of humankind; and no nobler deed than this can be
imagined. — AB02098

Context for Study

ABO02098 is a foundational text for understanding ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s theology of maternal vocation.
The argument moves through three registers simultaneously. First, it is a spiritual address — the
opening lines place these women within the divine vision, describe them as “enkindled servants,”
and root the entire enterprise in the mercy of the Ancient Beauty. Second, it is a pedagogical claim
— the mother is the “first educator” because the child is like a “tender and fresh branch” that can be
trained in any direction, and the mother’s formation of that branch in the early years is therefore
decisive for the shape of the entire adult life. Third, and most boldly, it is a theological claim

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 200



Vol. 184: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part V) Appendix

about worship: training children in “all the perfections of humankind” is identified as “the best of
all ways to worship” God. This elevation of maternal pedagogy to the status of supreme worship
is radical in several traditions. In medieval Christian theology, the contemplative life was ranked
above the active; in certain strands of Islamic thought, the great acts of worship — prayer, fasting,
pilgrimage — were the supreme religious activities. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s claim inverts the hierarchy of
the vita contemplativa and the vita activa by insisting that the most intimate form of active care
— the formation of a child’s character — is the highest divine service. The horticultural metaphor
of the “tender and fresh branch” draws on a long tradition of plant imagery for moral formation
(Quintilian in Roman rhetoric, the monastic tradition of reformatio); what is distinctive is the
identification of the mother, rather than the teacher or the monastery, as the primary gardener.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies maternal education as “the best of all ways to worship” God. How
does this claim challenge the traditional hierarchy between contemplative and active religious
life, as developed in both Christian monasticism and Islamic spirituality?

2. The child is compared to a “tender and fresh branch” that grows straight if trained aright.
What philosophy of human nature underlies this metaphor? How does it compare with Locke’s
tabula rasa, Rousseau’s “noble savage,” and the Confucian belief in human moral cultivability?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha speaks of training children “in the manners of God” and “in all the perfections
of humankind.” What content does ‘Abdu’l-Baha assign to these perfections elsewhere in His
writings, and how does that content inform what this form of worship involves?

4. How does the elevation of maternal vocation in this tablet relate to the broader Baha'’i teaching
on the equality of men and women? Does it risk reinforcing a gendered division of spiritual
labor, or does it transform the valuation of that labor?

5. Compare the theological grounding of maternal education in this passage with the role of
women in the religious education of children in Jewish tradition (particularly the Shabbat
and Passover domestic liturgies), in Protestant evangelical culture, and in indigenous oral
traditions. What structural features of religious formation are common across these contexts?

Marriage, Love, and the Cosmological Function of Pairing

Key Passages

Praise be to God Who made affection and love a manifestation among the manifestations
of His mercy and a sign among the signs of His belovedness, so that the lights of love
may be impressed upon pure hearts and the sun of affection may shine forth in radiant,
luminous beings. For this reason He created all contingent things in pairs and opened
a mighty gate for love to enter hearts, making the manifestation of His love in breasts
a brilliant lamp. — AB02021

God, glorified and exalted be He, has willed to gather multiplicities into unity and cast
into hearts the word of love, so that souls may harmonize and hearts become intimate
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and faces illumined by a brilliant, radiant light from the words “He loves them and
they love Him.” Therefore, consummate wisdom requires that all things be paired,
realities intermingled, and beings ascending gradually to the highest degrees of unity
and climbing to the loftiest heights of love, as He, glorified and exalted be He, has said:
“Glory be to Him Who created all pairs, of what the earth produces and of themselves
and of what they know not.” — AB02021

Since in our time the ethereal sun is established in twelve constellations in the celestial
sphere, divine wisdom has likewise ordained that the Sun of Reality should have twelve
stations in the heaven of oneness. For when the trinity, which is the reality of divine
guardianship, is multiplied by the quaternity, which is the reality of prophethood, the
number twelve emerges. This is why astronomers say that the trinity is identical with
the quaternity. As Joseph saw in his dream that eleven stars prostrated to him, he
being the twelfth — this occurred in the cycle of Abraham, while in the cycle of Moses
there were twelve tribes and twelve chiefs. Likewise, in the cycle of Christ the number
of luminous, spiritual ones — the blessed disciples — was twelve. — ABO02020

Context for Study

AB02021 — a marriage address — opens with a cosmological argument: God’s purpose in creation
is the gathering of multiplicities into unity, and pairing is the mechanism by which this cosmic
intention operates. The Qur’anic verse cited — “Glory be to Him Who created all pairs” (36:36) —
is interpreted not as a biological observation but as a metaphysical principle: love between comple-
mentary realities is the structural logic of an ascending creation, a movement from plurality toward
unity that mirrors the divine nature itself. ‘Abdu’l-Baha thus transforms a wedding ceremony into
a participation in the cosmic movement of love — a claim with deep resonances in Plato’s Sympo-
stum (especially Diotima’s speech, where erotic love is the lowest rung of a ladder ascending to the
vision of Beauty itself) and in Dante’s vision of love that moves the sun and other stars. AB02020,
an exegetical piece on the mystical significance of the number twelve, extends this cosmological
thinking to the structure of prophetic dispensations: the twelve Imams, the twelve tribes of Moses,
the twelve apostles of Christ are all instances of a single numerical archetype, rooted in the relation
of trinity (divine guardianship) and quaternity (prophethood). The argument is characteristic of
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hermeneutical style: He reads numerical and astronomical patterns as transparent
expressions of divine wisdom, finding in the solar zodiac a reflection of the structure of sacred
history. For students of comparative religion, the combination of Neoplatonic cosmology, Qur’anic
hermeneutics, and prophetic numerology in these two adjacent letters is a distinctive feature of
Baha’i theological method.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha grounds marriage in the cosmic principle that God “willed to gather multiplic-
ities into unity.” How does this cosmological foundation for human union compare with the
sacramental theology of marriage in Catholic tradition and with the Confucian ethics of the
family as the foundation of social harmony?
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2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s reading of the Qur’anic verse “He created all things in pairs” with
Plato’s myth of the original whole beings in the Symposium (189d-193e). What is each author
doing philosophically with the idea that separation and reunion are the structure of love?

3. In AB02020, ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues that the number twelve recurs across dispensations because
of a mathematical relationship between trinity and quaternity. What theory of symbolic
interpretation underlies this reading?” How does it compare with Pythagorean numerology
and with Kabbalistic Gematria?

4. The verse “He loves them and they love Him” (Qur’an 5:54) is cited as the illuminating
scriptural foundation for marriage. What does it mean for human love to be grounded in
and shaped by this divine mutual love? How does this compare with the Christian mystical
tradition’s use of the Song of Songs as an allegory of divine-human love?

5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the twelve disciples of Christ, the twelve tribes of Moses, and the
twelve Imams as expressions of the same archetypal pattern. What does this reading imply
for the relationship between the world’s religions? How does it relate to the Baha’i principle
of progressive revelation?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This fifth collection of undated writings turns again and again on the paradox at the heart of
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own position: He is the Center of the Covenant and yet insists, with passionate
precision, that servitude is His only station and His highest crown. The Covenant is described
simultaneously as the firmest possible foundation — “the cave” of refuge for trembling souls — and
as something besieged from all sides by the hosts of doubt and the attacks of violators. The rose
garden of human diversity flowers with beauty, yet the friends must struggle to see it. Marriage is
a cosmic event, yet it takes place in one specific home. What does it mean to hold this range
of scales simultaneously — the cosmic and the intimate, the eternal and the embattled
— and how does the discipline of the Covenant, as ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes it, make
such a double vision spiritually possible?
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