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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
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110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)
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Introduction to volume 185

This sixth volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha contains several items of particular institu-
tional and administrative significance. AB12233 is valuable for the practical history of the ‘Ishqabad
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, urging that property held in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s name be sold, where appropriate,
to fund the dome of “the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkar established in the world.” AB02742 similarly
notes the beginnings of a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in Merv, together with a pilgrim house and school,
and records that land had been freely granted by the Russian government. AB05039, on children’s
schools, combines encouragement of education with a strong warning against foreign political en-
tanglement and against introducing harmful books into Baha’i educational institutions.

The volume also includes several pieces of social and ethical interest. AB02662 comments briefly
but significantly on The Seven Valleys, affirming spiritual wayfaring while sharply distinguishing it
from idle dervishhood; every person, it says, must have an occupation, trade, or craft, so as to carry
others’ burdens rather than becoming a burden. AB02847 gives important statements on marriage,
motherhood, and education: the tie between husband and wife is identified with the Word of God,
children are to be nurtured in the love and knowledge of God, and mothers are described as the
primary trainers of infants and children. AB02651 calls upon women to become steadfast in the
Covenant and to “transform all women,” while AB02839 and AB02745 likewise address women as
active spiritual agents, recipients of divine favor, and heralds among the handmaidens.

A further group highlights teaching, translation into action, and the spread of the Cause beyond
Iran. ABO02767 is a vigorous call to teaching, promising confirmation from the Holy Spirit and
recording Baha'u’llah’s own satisfaction with Nayyir and Sina as teachers who spread the divine
fragrances with detachment. AB02835 is notable for its tactical guidance on defending weak points
in Khurasan, answering “papers of doubts,” protecting vulnerable believers, and prioritizing travel
where Covenant-related service is most urgent. ABO02805 offers a striking reflection on Persia
and Europe: Persia, it says, could not by material means soon equal Europe, yet Baha’u’llah
had illumined that land; ‘Abdu’l-Baha then contrasts the effect of His own short stay in London
with what Baha’u’llah might have accomplished had He appeared in Europe under conditions of
freedom. ABU1406 gives a concise universalist theology of the Manifestations, likening them to
different lamps bearing one light and urging attention to reality itself rather than to the outward
source from which it appears.

The devotional and consolatory materials are also rich. AB02655 is a moving consolation to refugees,
presenting persecution, homelessness, and abasement in the path of Baha’u’llah as blessing, free-
dom, and glory, and adding the memorable observation that without such trials “souls could not
develop.” AB02762 and AB02738 address descendants of martyrs and eminent believers, calling
them to embody the virtues of their predecessors and become living branches of uprooted trees.
ABO02735 concern martyrdom and public justice, urging the Iranian government to protect the
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oppressed and punish aggressors. AB11676 is a revealing administrative note on the need to re-
solve disputes promptly, warning that even a slight ill-feeling between two souls can lead to general
disruption if left untreated. Together these items show ‘Abdu’l-Baha joining consolation, social pru-
dence, institutional discipline, and the ethic of sacrificial service into a single register of communal
guidance.
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AB02662

AB02662

To: Ali Muhammad Shirazi

O servant of the sacred Threshold! What you wrote was ob-
served and the details were understood. The Seven Valleys
was revealed for spiritual wayfaring, and spiritual wayfaring is
greatly beloved. If the people of poverty refers to souls who
journey through these valleys and acquire these attributes, fol-
lowing the path of the righteous and seeking the way of the
free spirits, whatever name is given causes no harm. The
word “dervish” which flowed from the Supreme Pen means the
essence of the treatise on spiritual conduct and is highly ac-
ceptable.

But there are some in this world who are outwardly and in-
wardly confused and scattered, idle and unemployed, a heavy
burden upon others - they engage in no craft and pursue no
occupation or profession, counting themselves among the free
spirits while they would travel two hundred leagues for the
mulberries of Shamran, the fruits of Tuserkan, or the date har-
vest of Arabia. Such idle souls are certainly not acceptable,
for every soul must pursue some work, craft or profession so
that they may carry their own weight rather than becoming a
burden for others to bear, like a paralyzing nightmare.

In any case, spiritual wayfaring in the valley of divine love
is greatly beloved, remembrance of God is acceptable, and
singing songs and melodies out of intense joy and delight is
desirable. Anything less than this is delusion and fault. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02651

AB02651

To: Baha’is of Shiraz

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful and pure, assured, confi-
dent leaves through God’s grace!

Thousands upon thousands of daughters of kings and children
of nobles and great ones abandoned silk and brocade, forsook
comfort and peace of soul and heart’s desire and adornment,
turned away from father and mother, detached themselves from
every joy and happiness and pleasure, donned the garment of
monasticism to become nuns, and spent their days and nights
in worship and austerity and solitude and supplication - that
perhaps they might witness a ray of the light of truth. Yet they
gave up their lives in longing for this gift and never attained
even a glimmer of the lights of the Fire of Sinai.

Now you, O confident leaves, arise in thanksgiving that, praise
be to God, you have the stars of this manifest light rising from
the horizon of your brow and the appearance of these brilliant
traces manifest in your radiant reality. You wear the crown of
this grace upon your head and the diadem of this bounty upon
your brow. You are the dawning-places of the love of God and
the daysprings of the gift of God, and God willing, you shall
be the spreaders of the guidance of God.

And gratitude for this boundless grace is firmness and stead-
fastness in the Covenant of God, such that you must be firm
like immovable mountains and withstand the most great tem-
pest. And become so enkindled and aflame and attracted that
you transform all women.

5 At the Holy Threshold of the Friend, the handmaidens of the
Most Merciful are occupied with your mention and we are en-
gaged in prayers for confirmation. And glory be upon you, O
handmaidens of God.
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AB02648

AB02648

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz

O divine Afnan! The letter which you had written to Jinab-i-
Aqa Siyyid Taqi was reviewed. From the detailed account of
the divine remembrance gathering, utmost joy and delight was
attained. Every gathering that is adorned with the remem-
brance of Truth - its radiance illumines East and West, and
its fragrances perfume the nostrils of those present and absent.
In any case, all the friends who were present in that intimate
gathering are manifestations of the favors of the All-Merciful
Lord and are confirmed by the hosts of the highest horizon.

With perfect wisdom, whenever possible, a gathering of re-
membrance and devotion should be arranged and the verses
of divine unity should be chanted, so that the taste buds of
the Concourse on High may be delighted and the hearts of the
people of the Most Glorious Kingdom may be gladdened and
rejoiced.

On the day of martyrdom of His Holiness the Exalted One
- may my spirit be a sacrifice for His dust - circumambulate
the purified shrine on behalf of this servant and with utmost
supplication and lamentation seek confirmation and success on
behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, for the hosts of violation are attacking
and the faithless ones are at the height of cruelty.

This servant’s sorrow and regret is due to harm to the Cause of
God; otherwise whatever affliction arrives I welcome with heart
and soul. From infancy I have longed for a hundred thousand
afflictions and every kind of calamity and trial in the path of
Baha until, praise be to God, this cup has overflowed and this
chalice has been filled to the brim - and praise be to Him for
this.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the
loved ones of God.
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AB02810

AB02810

To: Mirza Jalal Afnan, in Shiraz

O fresh branch from the Divine Lote-Tree! Your esteemed
father, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, on
the day of meeting attained the honor of presence before His
Supreme Holiness and in the Most Holy Court achieved the
blessing of hearing words from the purified mouth and receiving
discourse from the Ancient Beauty, and was confirmed with
various divine favors and glorious heavenly gifts. Afterwards,
by permission and will, he departed for Egypt. For some time
Egypt had become for him like Canaan was for Jacob - a house
of sorrows. Therefore in these days he hastened from there to
visit the Holy Threshold at this circumambulation point of the
Supreme Concourse, and brightened his eyes and perfumed his
nostrils from the dust of the pure threshold.

After attaining this gift and arriving at this bounty, he is now
returning to those parts with the hope of diffusing the divine
fragrances and exalting the Word. We beseech and hope from
the grace and confirmation of the Abha Kingdom that He may
assist the Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree in matters that cause
the spread of the merciful qualities in the contingent worlds
and lead to the awakening of the heedless, the enkindling of

the frozen, and the freshness and delicacy of hearts and spirits.

Especially you, that lofty branch of the tree of oneness who
serves the house of the King of Unity - you must arise to honor
and care for the House in all ways such that you become the
envy of the treasurers of heaven and the object of wonder to
those who bear and circumambulate around the throne. By the
life of God, this is truly a magnificent station and an exalted
position. And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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AB02816

AB02816

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

Please convey my utmost longing and greetings and message
to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah Bagiroff, [saying] that Siyyid
Nasir has written a very detailed letter and complained exces-
sively beyond description. It is clear that this young man is
thoughtless and unaware of his own affairs - whatever he sees
in dreams he thinks is reality. Therefore, in order that he may
awaken and understand the true situation, Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Nasru’llah should, through several of the friends acting as in-
termediaries, make him understand, so that perhaps he will be
at peace and come to his senses. At present it appears he does
‘Abdu’l-Baha.

not know.

And as much as possible Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah should strive to
make him understand and satisfy him and calm him and quiet
him from this agitation, and should not show consideration
to him but rather show consideration to the late Aqa Siyyid
Asadu’llah. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Jinab-i-Haji Ghulam-Rida has been appointed as your assistant
and was written about previously - undoubtedly it has arrived
by now. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Send one hundred liras for the destitute survivors of the mar-
tyrs of Yazd to Afnan of the Sacred Tree Aqa Siyyid Mihdi.
‘Abdu’l-Baha.

It was written repeatedly before that the upheaval in Iran
would intensify and the severity and disturbance would in-
crease. Now it is exactly as was written. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

;A letter has been written and sent directly to His Honor Hakim-

i-Ilahi. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Convey the Most Glorious Abha greetings to the dear one
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and likewise to his brother Mirza Valiyu’llah
Khan. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB12233

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Bahal Slae cpel 6l 1

> Today I am departing for Haifa, but do not announce it there.
My purpose is to visit the Most Holy Shrine and to attend
somewhat to affairs there. During my absence, skilled engi-
neers have constructed a terrace there, but it blocks the view
and outlook toward the German colony. I wish to modify that
terrace. And if His Honor Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah wishes the
three remaining rooms to be built, this would be most accept-
able and meritorious.

Now the work on the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar has become somewhat
difficult - a sum is needed to construct the dome but nothing
is available. Therefore, in Tehran and elsewhere, register and
sell any property that is in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s name, except places
that serve as residences for teachers, and send the proceeds to
‘Ishqabad. The original owners must not be distressed. If you
observe that the original owners would be distressed, it is not
necessary. But for them it is a great bounty, for this is the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar established in the world.

It is of great importance and significance in the sight of God.
Each of its bricks and stones equals the construction of a
mighty palace in the path of God, for this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
is now the cause of the exaltation of the Word of God and
the greatness of the Cause of God. Indeed, assisting it today
is among the most important matters and most meritorious
deeds. Any delay in building the dome is absolutely impermis-
sible.

5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02698

AB02698

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran

O steadfast one in the Covenant! What was written has be-
come evident. Regarding the matter that was previously writ-
ten about which you had mentioned - you now understand the
intention, and this is what we had informed you of before. The
meaning is that one must trust in God and whatever comes to
pass should be considered the essence of wisdom. And now too,
all means have been cut off so that attention may be directed
entirely to God, and until “I make all my prayers and remem-
brances into a single prayer, and my condition in Thy service
eternal.”

Neither poverty nor wealth are, in reality, praiseworthy or
blameworthy until the results of each are seen in each per-
son. Often poverty becomes the cause of true wealth and vice
versa, and often wealth becomes the cause of attaining God’s
good-pleasure and vice versa. Therefore whatever He wishes
and ordains should be a comfort to the soul and peace to the
conscience. As much as you can, sacrifice all conditions to
the Desired One and close your eyes to comfort and ease and
discomfort of existence, for it is a mirage not water, gradual
destruction not ascension, its end is bitter not sweet. Be de-
tached from this world and immersed in the kind Lord. Do not
complain about the Grand Vizier and do not become sorrowful
and do not show displeasure. Whatever you do, do it for God’s
sake not in hope of this or that person, and whatever you want,
ask it from God not from His servants. And the glory be upon
you.

Due to the abundance of difficulties, occupations and calami-
ties, the reply to letters is delayed. I am excused.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO02735

AB02735

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise and thanks be to God that
whatever flowed from the Pen of the Covenant appeared and
became manifest in the realm of being. Divine confirmations
arrived and indubitable assistance appeared. The unseen hosts
rendered victory and the armies of the Supreme Concourse
provided aid, so that all would know that this Pen is confirmed
and inspired, and this is from God’s grace, and God possesses
mighty grace.

Likewise observe that when the restrictions upon this Wronged
One became severe, what a commotion arose! The Hand of
Power suddenly removed the chain of Joseph’s prison from
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s neck and placed it around the necks of the op-
pressors. All those souls who extended the hand of aggression
and confined ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this prison are now themselves
in the most grievous state under chains and shackles, crying
out “Where is escape? Where is refuge?”

In any case, the exalted government of Iran must, in gratitude
for divine confirmation and assistance, establish the founda-
tion of justice and fairness, protect the oppressed, cut short the
hands of the oppressors, and exact retribution for those who
have suffered. In Sirjan, bloodthirsty wolves tore the blessed
body of the distinguished scholar Aqa Siyyid Yahya to pieces,
and in Iraq another blessed individual was cut to pieces by
the sword of treachery. Now the government must exact ret-
ribution and, in gratitude for divine confirmations, carry out
severe punishment and retribution against the oppressors, so
that these confirmations may remain firm and enduring, and
this assistance may continue. Gratitude for blessings increases
blessings - this is the manifest truth and the end belongs to
the God-fearing.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB11676

AB11676

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O Hand of the Cause of God, deliver the enclosed letter to
the known person with utmost wisdom, either directly hand-
to-hand or through a trustworthy intermediary. Similarly, if
deemed advisable, show him the Persian letter that is enclosed
and converse with him with utmost love and gentleness. If
reading the Persian letter would cause him distress, do not
show it. Our duty is to send it, but you should observe wisdom
in this matter. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

This letter to the aforementioned person was written in the
presence of Haji Mirza Hassan, the school principal who had
returned from pilgrimage, but Haji did not know to whom it
was addressed. If his honor the Shaykh inquires of him, he will
explain the details. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, ‘Abbas

Regarding the events and disputes between two known indi-
viduals whose mention is not permitted by this servant’s pen -
why are you and his honor ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar silent, patient and
quiet? The resolution of these disputes is urgently needed. It
has been written several times that as soon as you observe the
slightest ill-feeling between two souls, you must immediately
resolve it, otherwise it will eventually cause general corruption.
Despite this, how is it that no action has yet been taken in this
matter? And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Glory be to God! The divine friends in all regions are occupied
with spreading the divine fragrances. Tehran, which should
excel all others, has cut off those traces and time passes in
these affairs.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02700

AB02700

To: Mirza Javad, in Tthran

O Javad! The heart’s desire of every person of understanding
is to increase in nearness to the Divine Threshold, and the wish
of every wise one is to attain the good-pleasure of the Most Glo-
rious Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones.
Thanks be to God, you are among those drawn near to that
Threshold and are confirmed in attaining the good-pleasure of
the Incomparable Lord. You are gathered beneath the ban-
ner of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” and are intimately
associated with those near to the Divine Threshold.

The drops from the cloud of grace are copiously bestowed, the
waves of the sea of bounty are encompassing, and the breezes
from the gardens of divine favors are blowing and passing by.
Therefore, in whatever state you are and whatever you do is
service and is accepted by ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I beseech God that
you may attain the good of this world and the next, and be-
come the manifestation of “Our Lord, grant us good in this
world and good in the world to come.”

Through the grace of the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name, greater than all greatness, may you remain protected
and preserved under the sheltering care of the Lord from the
evil of the vainglorious ones and from spiritual and physical
harm. Truly, I bow my face to the dust and implore the Mighty,
the Bestower, that He may commune with His servant Javad
and make him steadfast on the path of guidance and aid him
to success and prosperity.

And I say: O Cleaver of the dawn, Reviver of spirits, and Quick-
ener of forms! Aid this enraptured and enslaved one, this cap-
tive of ecstasy and rapture, through Thy holy breathings in all
days. O Lord! He is sick and seeks healing, hungry and craves
Thy bounties and favors, thirsty and seeks refreshment, and
love-smitten yearning for the wine of meeting Thee. Ordain
for him every good in the Most Glorious Kingdom, mention
him in the Supreme Concourse, and grant him a true and lofty
tongue.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02839

AB02839

To: Mirza Naim Sidihi, in Tihran

O thou who art attracted by the breaths of God! The ocean
of my love surged and the power of my heart intensified when
I remembered My loved ones - those by whose faces the hori-
zon of existence was illumined, by whose vision the eye of the
world of being was brightened, by whose breezes of love the
trees of unity were stirred, and by whose fragrances of longing
the nostrils of the people of detachment were perfumed. The
gardens of the Kingdom were adorned, the pools of the Realm
of Might overflowed, the sacred groves were embellished, the
doves of Paradise warbled, the nightingales in the garden of the
All-Highest trilled, the Most Great Sea surged, the Most Noble
River flowed, the Ancient Luminary rose and shone forth, and
the Ancient Moon blazed and appeared, dazzling with brilliant
light. All these are a blessing for the righteous and a punish-
ment for the wicked. O servants of the All-Merciful! Arise
to serve the tender Lord, the Chosen One, through righteous
deeds and goodly conduct. And glory be upon him who is firm
in the Covenant.

Convey my greetings to the face of the one who has believed,
been devout, responded, and testified. Give her the glad tid-
ings of her Ancient Lord’s grace and say to her: O handmaiden
of God! Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee for having been
gathered in the days of God and for having attained this most
great and glorious bounty. Thank thy Lord for having enabled
thee to attain a gift which the devoted women and holy hand-
maidens in the most exalted pavilions yearn and long for. Soon
shalt thou behold the station of truth which God has ordained
for the believing, assured leaves and which He has sanctified
beyond the comprehension of the ultimate limits of minds in
the world of natures, elements and materials. Glory be upon
every handmaiden who has held fast to the Covenant of God.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO02767

AB02767

To: Nayyir, in Tihran

O Nayyir of the horizon of God’s love! Night and day blaze
like the fire of Sinai and burn away the veil from eyes. This is
the time for teaching and the season for encouragement. Come
from the Mount of inner meanings with the white hand of the
Most Great Guidance, and with the manifest serpent establish
proofs and evidences. Strive night and day to promote the
religion of God. Take in hand the chalice of guidance and enter
intoxicated into the feast of teaching. Awaken all peoples with
the fragrances of the Blessed Beauty and make them aware
through the breezes from the gardens of the Most Great Name.
Open your sweet tongue to guide the earth and unlock the
doors of meanings. Show forth divine bounty. Seek nothing but
teaching the Cause and desire nothing but guiding humanity.

The Holy Spirit will confirm you and the Faithful Spirit will
breathe into your pure mouth. The Ancient Beauty’s confirma-
tions will arrive and the hosts of grace from the Abha Kingdom
will rush forth. I guarantee and assure you that you will be so
successful that you yourself will be amazed. This is the time
for spreading and the season for gathering. Until now you have
taught and served much. Now, God willing, you will be even
more successful than before.

The Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones) repeatedly expressed satisfaction with you and His Honor
Sina with His blessed tongue. Indeed I was moved to joy and
ecstasy. Among His utterances was this: “Nayyir and Sina
are truly engaged in spreading the divine fragrances in various
regions with complete detachment.” What greater glad tidings
do you seek?

1 And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abbas.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02742

AB02742

To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

O cherished maidservant of God! Praise be to God that you
were present in the Day of the Manifestation of the Dawning-
place of the favors of the Forgiving Lord, and after the setting
of the Sun of Truth you were blessed by the arrived rose and
remained firm in the Covenant of the All-Loving Lord.

Abdul-Baha beseeches assistance and bounty from the Most
Glorious Kingdom so that at every moment the martyr may
be confirmed with a gift. Praise be to God he is a servant of
the Cause and arising in service.

He hastened to India and raised the banner of God’s mention
and created a stir in that region. Afterwards he was commis-
sioned to the Caucasus and Ishqabad and God willing he will
complete those services as well.

Among other things, in Merv he arranged for establishing the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and sent the design to the Holy Land. And
now there they have begun work on a pilgrim house and school
so they can educate the children of the friends with divine
education. The glorious Russian government freely gave land
in Merv specifically for building the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and
with Imperial permission the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will be built.

In any case, you should be grateful that the martyr is occu-
pied with appreciated service and encompassed by abundant
bounty. Now he has been commissioned to Tehran for con-
ducting certain affairs of that land. Soon he will illuminate
the house and nest and shelter of that cherished maidservant
of God.

i Convey respected greetings from Abdul-Baha to the assured

maidservant of God, the confident soul, the respected mother.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02804

AB02804

To: Wife of Ismullah Jamal, in Tihran

O leaf verdant, fresh and moistened by the outpouring of the
cloud of God’s bounty! Although outwardly correspondence
with that assured leaf has been rare, the Blessed Beauty is
witness and aware that in all times during conversations with
the leaves, mention is made of you and remembrance of you
comes to heart. Indeed, the infrequency of correspondence
is because no letter arrived from you, otherwise there would
certainly have been no shortcoming. Until you weep, how can
the meadow smile? In any case, although correspondence with
you has been rare, with His Holiness Ismu’llah and Habib’u’llah
it has certainly by now filled an entire volume. Despite this, His
Holiness Ismu’llah still complains and demands more. And so
it should be, as this is what love requires - satiety is evidence of
lethargy and great weariness. But you must always be assured
of eternal favors and intimate with spiritual breezes. This is
the essence of correspondence and the reality of communication.
Do not forget “Verily I detect the fragrance of the All-Merciful
from Yemen” and recall “Verily I detect the fragrance of Joseph,
even though you may think me doting.” The point is to be
assured, joyous, glad and full of delight. And upon you be

glory.

Convey to the confident leaf, the handmaiden of God, the
mother, the Most Glorious Greeting, and show the utmost con-
sideration on behalf of this servant. Convey to the enkindled
leaf, the handmaiden of God, the wife of Habib’u’llah, the Most
Glorious Greeting on behalf of this servant.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB12234

AB12234

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! Your letter was received and its
contents understood. Regarding what you wrote about Aqa
Siyyid Mirza, we have not fallen short in showing the love and
kindness that is incumbent upon us. Even some time before the
arrival of his letter of repentance, I wrote detailed instructions
to Mashhadi ‘Abbad to show him the utmost assistance.

From Tehran, Mashhadi wrote that although we had taken a
firm stance on this matter at our embassy, if they suddenly no-
ticed we had loosened our position, they might think otherwise
- unless we say the signal came from elsewhere. This servant
wrote back saying to state explicitly that such instructions with
this purport had been received.

In any case, it is incumbent upon us to show kindness; beyond
that each soul is free to choose. It is only difficult for this ser-
vant when someone from among the Afnan of the Blessed Tree
remains deprived of the Covenant and Testament. Otherwise,
‘Abdu’l-Baha is consumed with the love of God and in no need
of the worlds. Jinab-i-Siyyid Mirza knows like the sun that the
people are in manifest loss.

As for the head of the police department whose aim is to falsely
accuse the innocent - verily your Lord is the Great Protector.
You must, in accordance with the divine text, remain loyal,
well-wishing, trustworthy and obedient to the royal throne.
God Himself will make manifest the truth of matters.

5 Regarding traveling to Yazd by special courier, obey whatever

the illustrious Branch of the Sacred and Blessed Tree com-
mands.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO02736

AB02736

To: Husayn Attar Yazdi Ulfat

O ‘Attar! O thou who art ready to sacrifice thy life! Some time
ago a musk-scented letter was sent. Now Mr. Siyyid Taqi is
present and reports that you have complained and demanded
your rightful due. You are oppressed and I am excused. You
are justified in your claim and I am pardoned, for certainly
several letters must be written and sent.

But you know what storms have encompassed this servant. In
the Most Great Ocean, amid four waves of events, in an endless
tempest of trials, I have fallen into occupations and difficulties
to a degree that cannot be described. The hostility and at-
tacks of governments and peoples are known and evident, the
intrigues and insinuations and calumnies of the suspicious ones
are manifest and proven, the affairs and matters of the friends
are clear and obvious, and Cause-related work and the diffu-
sion of the divine fragrances and the exaltation of the Word of
God in all the East and West is necessary, and correspondence
with East and West, from India and Iran and Turan and Eu-
rope and America is required, and attention to all the affairs of
the friends and companions in these regions is obligatory, and
sorrows and pains from the daily occurrences of the negligent
ones result.

Despite this, this servant is occupied with your remembrance
and accustomed to writing. Consider to what degree are the
hardships and difficulties.

O Lord! Strengthen me to bear this great trust and help me to
endure this supreme calamity and grant me beautiful patience
and make me among Thy patient servants and join me with
Thy righteous servants. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO02760

AB02760

To: Baha’is of Zavih et al.

O ye who are attracted to the Truth! When the tree of hope is
planted in the Abha Paradise, it must grow and develop day by
day, bring forth blossoms and flowers, yield fruit and display
boundless freshness. If this does not happen, it will wither
and droop, and its freshness and grace will vanish. Now plant
the tree of aspirations in those gardens, so that through the
outpourings of the Concourse on High it may grow fresher and
more verdant day by day and spread such fragrances as will
perfume the nostrils of all regions.

Praise be to God that the endless favors of the Blessed Beauty
have encompassed the world of being, the sea of grace is surging
from every direction, the holy fragrances are wafting through
all regions, the divine call is raised from the invisible Kingdom,
and the Concourse of the near ones are responding “Here am
I!”, intoxicated and attracted.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s hope is that the fire of the love of God may
become so ablaze in that land that its heat may reach the
Supreme Kingdom.

O friends! The great treasure is evident and manifest, the pro-
found grace is known and obvious, the arena of understanding
is at its utmost expanse, and the orb of the supreme bounty is
shining like the sun upon earth and heaven. Which horseman
will, with the polo-mallet of the love of God, carry off this ball
of divine bounty from this field of the knowledge of God?

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI) AB02739
AB02739

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai, in Eqypt

O graceful branch of the Divine Tree! His Holiness your fa- 4l (4! & o> PIURER s Gy £

ther, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, has
arrived with the brothers and attained the dust of the Holy
Threshold and been honored to circumambulate the gather-
ing place of the Supreme Concourse. Day and night we are
engaged in meeting with them and are accustomed to their
companionship. I beseech God that whatever hardships they
have endured during this time may henceforth be transformed
into rest and spiritual fragrance. And if perchance unprofitable
business ventures have fallen apart, I hope that the means of di-
vine commerce and spiritual occupations, which are the cause
of great profit, may be brought together. This business and
commerce of worldly goods ultimately leads to evident loss,
while that commerce is the cause of attaining a great treasure
in the exalted Kingdom. The foundation of these [worldly]
trades is unsound, while the promoter of that trade is the
Most Glorious Beauty with manifest sovereignty. Therefore
give thanks to God that He has brought together means for
His Holiness your father that he may engage in that commerce.
And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

2 Do not be sorrowful and grieved at staying in that land. That
is the decree of the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

If He bestows the pearl of bestowal, behold hearts are its shells
If the arrow of tribulation comes, behold souls are its target

5 And we are hopeful through the grace of the Blessed Beauty
that He will make this toil the cause of greatest rest and this
hardship the means of greatest repose. Be confident in His
favor, for His grace upon the branches of His Tree is truly
great and His kindness truly glorious. And the Glory be upon
you.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02808

AB02808

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Khal-i Akbar, in India

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree!

The hearts of those who long for You yearn to pen a leaf every
hour and write a line every moment, to express the degrees of
their longing and explain the stirrings of heart and soul. But
no opportunity presents itself and time does not suffice. Each
point requires volumes and books of explanation and interpre-
tation at every moment, and each spark necessitates a hundred
thousand flames in every instant. If at each minute this foun-
tain of ink should surge with waves like mountains like the
encompassing sea, it would not suffice, and if at each breath
this pen should overflow like a mighty flood, it could not fulfill
its task. The meaning is that if there were opportunity, a clear
book would be sent in the twinkling of an eye.

However, in truth, in the realms of spirit and heart, correspon-
dence and communication are continuous and established with-
out any interruption whatsoever. At all times and moments,
with utmost humility and supplication, earnest prayers are of-
fered to the Abha Kingdom that that exalted branch may be
confirmed with the leaves of divine confirmation, the flowers of
heavenly success, the fruits of detachment, and the fragrances
of unity, and may rise from the horizon of this Most Great Cy-
cle with the brilliant lights of steadfastness and firmness and
service to the Cause of God in such wise as to illumine the
horizons of all existence.

O Lord! Assist him with Thy confirmations and aid him with
Thy success. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO05039

AB05039

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Iran

O educator in the divine school! Regarding what you wrote
about the school, that is, the educational institution for chil-
dren - this is most acceptable and beloved. Praise be to God,
His Imperial Majesty the Shah demonstrates the utmost jus-
tice and fairness, and His Excellency the Prime Minister is a
well-wisher of both high and low. The friends of God should
pray morning and evening, with heart and soul, seeking di-
vine confirmation and success for the eternal glory of this well-
conducting crowned head. Therefore, guide the friends day
and night to show obedience, truthfulness and trustworthiness
at the threshold of sovereignty, for this is a religious obligation
of the party of truth.

Regarding what you wrote about certain promoters of educa-
tion from foreign groups - do not look to the apparent words
of these foreign peoples. Their interference in internal affairs
ultimately leads to problems and harm. Though it bears the
name of promoting education, it ultimately leads to political
matters and political thoughts. And the party of God is for-
bidden from interfering in political matters, whether minor or
major, domestic or foreign. Therefore the friends of God must
avoid involvement with foreign groups, even if it concerns pro-
moting education - meaning, have nothing to do with their
affairs. They know their own business - neither promote nor
oppose them, be forbearing.

Rather, the people of Iran themselves should promote edu-
cation without foreign interference. Similarly, they should
promote beneficial knowledge and useful sciences, not letting
schools become places for promoting worthless ideas and cor-
rupt teachings. Examples of this exist in other countries, so
take heed, O people of insight! In any case, when a school is
established, be very careful that harmful books do not enter
it.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02835

AB02835

To: Unknown, in Iran

O you whom God has reserved for the service of His Cause!
Your written page was seen and noted. I was already aware
of the truth of past events. The arrangements for gatherings
and meetings which you had organized were praised in writing
and encouraged - indeed, divine confirmations were sought for
them. Therefore they will suffer no weakness or decline, but
rather will become more organized. Be confident of this.

However, you must maintain continuous correspondence with
the Land of Kha and constantly encourage and urge sincerity
and teaching. Send copies of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letters from the
Land of Ta. The important issue in Kha today is the matter of
Khusf, for they have made inroads there. If possible, you your-
self should travel to that area and, with the utmost kindness
and affection, block this breach of loss and strive to awaken
them, answering the contents of the papers of doubts so that
no one else can make inroads.

3 A letter was written to Qavam’d-Divan and a letter to Amin is
enclosed with this letter. However, since a letter was written
to His Holiness Mim a short while ago, I did not consider it
appropriate to repeat it. Regarding the Observer, it was writ-
ten to His Holiness Nasir and Aga Muhammad Isma’il - there
is no need to mention it again in this letter.

Regarding Kaftar, you must definitely protect him and let no
one harass him in the slightest, but advise him to be somewhat
more considerate. Concerning your coming to this land which
you had written about - at present a trip to Khurasan is more
necessary. God willing, we will summon you from there.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02732

AB02732

To: Siyyid Yusuf (Ishqabad), in Palestine

O thou who circlest round the Point of Adoration of all that
dwell on earth! Though thou hast endured the toils of travel
and traversed both land and sea, yet praise be unto the Ever-
Abiding, the Ancient of Days, for thou hast reached a destina-
tion that is the utmost desire of those who worship God. It
is the focal point of prayer and the seat of glory. It is the
snow-white Spot, the holy vale of Towa, and Mount Sinai. It
is the Holy Land and the luminous wilderness. It is the Spot
round which circumambulate the saints. And it is the object
of the invocation “Holy, holy, the Lord our God, the Lord of
the angels and the spirit!” Wherefore, as a thank-offering for
these inexhaustible blessings, lift up thy hands and recite thou
this prayer with devotion and fervour:

“O Thou who art the answerer of the cries of the needy! O
Thou kind Lord! What merit did I possess, that Thou didst
bestow upon me so priceless a gift and vouchsafe unto me so
excellent a favour? Thou hast conferred upon me the privilege
of kissing Thy sacred Threshold. Oh, what a Threshold! For
the souls of the Concourse on high are its watchmen, and the
hearts of the denizens of the Abha Kingdom stand, kneel, and
prostrate themselves before it, lowly and submissive, like unto
righteous believers.”

Thou wert engaged for some time in rendering outstanding
services in that most glorious spot and wert responsible for
essential tasks. Thy services were praiseworthy and thine ef-
forts pleasing. Return, now, to that land, and resume thy
former services. It is hoped that, through the bounties of the
All-Glorious Lord, thou wilt achieve even greater success than
before, wilt cheer all the friends through distinguished services,
and wilt, at all times, arise as an obedient servant to render
service to the loved ones of God, for service to the loved ones
of God is service to God. Glory be upon all who stand firm in
the Covenant of God.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO02745

AB02745

To: Wife of Ustad Ali Akbar Banna, in Palestine

O cherished handmaiden of the Abha Beauty! Consider what a
great bounty and mighty grace this is. Praise be to God, from
infancy you drank from the breast of favor and were nurtured
in the cradle of mercy until you reached the age of understand-
ing and wisdom. You entered beneath the shade of the Word
of Unity and hearkened unto the verses of oneness. You be-
came a believer in the Morn of Guidance, the Exalted One -
may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him - and received the rays
of guidance from the Sun of Truth, the Blessed Beauty. In the
garden of good-pleasure you passed your days in the utmost
joy and fragrance, and now you have succeeded in circumam-
bulating the Supreme Concourse, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is most
pleased with you.

Now return to ‘Ishqabad and gladden all the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful with the greatest glad-tidings. O handmaid-
ens of the All-Merciful! The bounty of God has encompassed
all and the doors of favor are opened wide. The ancient out-
pouring is like the drops of the spring cloud, and the lights of
divine confirmation are like the rays emanating from a mighty
star. You are under the extended shadow and beneath the un-
furled standard, receiving grace from the praiseworthy station.
Upon you be greetings and praise.

O Lord, O All-Merciful, O All-Compassionate! I take refuge
in Thy impregnable sanctuary and Thy lofty stronghold, and
I beseech Thee to illumine the faces of these two handmaidens
of the All-Merciful with the light of Thy bounty in the king-
dom of Thy forgiveness. O Lord! Make them two signs of Thy
pardon in the vicinity of Thy great mercy, and two banners of
Thy forgiveness in Thy most glorious Kingdom, and two man-
ifestations of Thy favors in Thy most exalted Paradise. Grant
them the reunion in the stations of grandeur. Verily, Thou art
the Pardoner, the Forgiving, the Generous, the Merciful.
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To: Baha’is of the world

O friends of God! The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name, from the Kingdom of Sanctification, through His An-
cient Bounty, gives His friends the glad tidings of great success,
saying: O sincere friends! Happy are you who have remained
faithful to the Covenant and Testament, and who have become
immersed in the sea of purity. You have recognized the divine
Covenant as the cause of triumph and success, and adherence
to this firm handle as the source of deliverance and prosperity.
You became intoxicated from the cup of “Am I not?” and so
attracted by the divine call that, detached from all else, you
walked the path of guidance and became manifestations of the
greatest bounty. You grasped the most pure hem and turned
toward the most great horizon. The entire Concourse on High
is occupied with your praise, and the dwellers of the Abha
Kingdom are engaged in your glorification. You have become
verses of unity and dawning-places of the favors of the Glori-
ous Lord. The eye of grace watches over you and the reality of
bounty and gift encompasses your condition. Be thankful that
you have been assisted to attain such a great gift and been
confirmed in such an infinite mercy.

My God, my God! These are servants who have held fast
to the cord of the Covenant, have abandoned discord, were
not pleased with division, and have turned their faces purely
toward Thee, O Lord of the Covenant! Therefore, strengthen
their backs through Thy conquering power, illumine their faces
with Thy brilliant lights, exalt their station, spread abroad
their words, and make them among the lights of the Dawning-
Place of steadfastness in Thy love. Verily, Thou art the Gener-
ous, the Merciful, the Loving. Verily, Thou art the Kind, the
Compassionate.
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To: Amir Muhtaram

O renowned Amir! The All-Powerful Lord is aware and witness
that always, in bright nights and dark, at the time of suppli-
cation to the Lord, I repeatedly seek confirmation and success
for you. Therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha hopes that the assistance and
protection of the Kingdom of Mysteries will continue and per-
sist.

And so it shall be, but conditional upon your being absolutely
good and seeking God’s good pleasure; becoming a divine
mercy to the world of humanity; attaining endless life in this
mortal world; becoming firm and steadfast; remaining constant
in service to the known Person; becoming a zealous well-wisher
and a cause of awakening and remembrance to the proud; con-
stantly striving to improve the conditions of ruler and subject;
serving the unity of the human world; being a guardian, protec-
tor, submissive and obedient to the throne of sovereignty; and
guaranteeing the physical and spiritual happiness and comfort
of the nation.

God willing, you will be assisted and confirmed in all these
counsels, and you will find the doors of victory opened from
every direction. And in this world assembly you will light a
candle whose brilliant rays will shine upon centuries and ages,
and you will render such service that its fame and renown will
endure forever in both the earthly and heavenly kingdoms.

Therefore serve the divine court so that you may find your way
to the lofty pavilion of the All-Merciful, and sacrifice yourself
in the path of the Lord that you may find spirit and fragrance
in the infinite world. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ansaf, Abu’l Hasan et al.

O two servants of God and O maidservants of the divine thresh-
old! ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is to write an individual letter to
each of the loved ones of God and the maidservants of the All-
Merciful, one by one. But the Blessed Beauty is witness that
there is absolutely no time, and in these days this is impossible
and unattainable. Therefore a collective letter is being written,
for the purpose is to show heartfelt affection and spiritual con-
nections, and this is possible both collectively and individually
through written expression. Therefore one letter will suffice
and you too must be content with this.

In any case, in these days the servants of the All-Merciful and
the handmaids of God must associate with people in such a
way that they become signs of guidance and glad-tidings of
the Supreme Concourse. Night and day they must strive to
become completely detached from this world and its people,
soar in the atmosphere of sanctity, and sing and chant new
melodies of unity. Praise be to God, you are the objects of the
glances of the Blessed Beauty’s favor and are observed by the
eye of the Exalted One’s kindness. Every blessing is ordained
for you and every grace is possible and available. You must
hasten with heart and soul and sacrifice your spirit and being
to that Kind Beloved, so that you may find your blood-money
from that Heart-attracting One in the highest paradise. And
upon you and upon you women be the Glory.
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AB02640

To: Hai, Muhammad Bagir et al.

My God, my Lord and my Master! This is a handmaiden who
has believed in Thee and in Thy greatest signs, and who has
been set ablaze by the fire kindled in the Tree of Sinai, and who
has voiced Thy praise among the handmaidens, and who has
held fast to the Most Great Handle that cannot be broken, and
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who has found peace through Thy grace which encompasses all
things, and who has been dismayed by the separation which has
burned the liver of earth and heaven, and who has cried out to
Thy most exalted Kingdom, supplicating Thee and beseeching
at the gate of Thy oneness that Thou lift her up to Thee,
yearning to arrive before Thee. Thou didst hear her call and
answer her prayer and raise her to the horizon of the heaven
of Thy providence and settle her in the vicinity of Thy mercy
and shelter her in the shade of the Tree of Thy compassion and
honor her resting place through Thy grace and generosity.

O my Lord! She has cast down her staff at the gate of Thy
bounty and has laid down her burden in the courtyard of Thy
mercy. Therefore grant her the blessing of meeting Thee and
give her to drink from the cup of Thy faithfulness and shelter
her near the House of Thy oneness and settle her in the gar-
dens of reunion with Thee and perpetuate Thy kindnesses unto
her. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Kind, the
Beautiful.

This prayer was written seeking forgiveness for the ascended
leaf, the sister of that person. Praise be to God, she ascended
from this mortal world while holding fast to God’s Covenant
and Testament. We beseech God that the Lord may keep all
the spiritual friends firm and steadfast in this Covenant and
Testament which was taken from all things in the world of
pre-existence.

Convey to all the friends on behalf of this servant of Baha the
Most Wonderful, Most Glorious greetings. And verily I beseech
God that He may assist them in what He loves and is pleased
with. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB02774

To: Haji Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Nazir (Haifa)

O true friend and spiritual beloved! Some believe that your
title is Nazir. I say no - your name, title and reality are all
“Present.” Some believe you are lost in the desert of separation,
and others believe you are wandering the horizons in the path
of the All-Merciful. But this servant believes that at all times
you are within the pavilion, circling around the divine candle
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and present in the gathering of the lovers. That is their conjec-
ture and this is my knowledge - and conjecture avails nothing
against truth.

I swear by your radiant face, gentle spirit and pure heart that
at all times you are remembered in heart and soul, and present
and manifest in thought. Through the hidden kindness and
vast bounty of the King of Oneness, we hope that whatever
causes the joy of your heart, spiritual delight and attraction of
your soul, O kind friend, may be granted and bestowed.

Although the loved ones of God have attained a bounty whose
joy and delight has no beginning or end, like the surging of
the mighty ocean, for they gaze upon the Kingdom of Holiness
and, like rays of the sun, are not tainted by the turbidity of
the physical worlds due to their extreme delicacy. And if any
weariness sometimes arises, it is a quickly passing condition
like waves on the surface of the sea, while in its depths there is
stillness and calm, tranquility and dignity, spirit and joy and
light.

Mirza Habib, praise be to God, is sheltered beneath the shade
of divine favors and the gaze of grace has been upon him from
all directions. Convey to all the friends the Most Great, Most
Wondrous Greetings.
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AB02749

To: Hasan Khurasani

O dawning-place of the lights of the love of God!

Although this affliction is among the greatest calamities and
severest tribulations, and in truth the entire gathering of di-
vine unity has fallen into intense grief - even the maidens of
virtue wept in their chambers of purity and the lamentations
of mourning arose from all the secluded ones in the sanctuary
of eternity, and this indeed is a tremendous sorrow - yet since
the descent of this greatest calamity is assuredly based on the
Most Great Wisdom, consider that the Holy Prophet (may the
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spirit of the worlds be sacrificed for Him) had one noble child
named Ibrahim.

When, by the irrevocable divine decree and the destined ordi-
nance of the Lord, he passed away, the people of the sanctuary
began to wail and lament that this luminous jewel was an only
child, and the hearts of young and old were clouded with sor-
row at the setting and disappearance of this radiant star from
the horizon of truth. In response, weeping, He said: “If you
were aware of this mystery, you would surely not have begun
to cry out and lament in grief. But though my eyes weep, it is
from the tenderness of heart and delicacy of feeling.”

Now that essence of the love of God must remain firm and
steadfast like an immovable mountain in the descent of tests
and trials, and recite the verse “We shall surely test you with
something of fear and hunger, and loss of wealth and lives and
fruits.” For the patient ones are given the glad tidings “truly
the patient will be paid their reward without reckoning.”

5 And we hope from the grace and favors of the All-Merciful that
you may become the manifestation of sublime grace and the
dawning-place of ancient bounty. Verily His favor upon you is
great, great.
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AB02790

To: Jamshid Khudadad (Brother of Rustam Khudadad) et al.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Rustam Khudadad, out of the
intensity of his love and affection, requested that letters be
written to each of the friends. However, only one letter can be
written, as I have no time and the ill-wishers give no respite.
Day and night I am occupied with dispelling the deception
and vanity of the Covenant-breakers and defending against the
arrows and spears of the violators. Moreover, all peoples and
nations are in tumult, and there is no time or opportunity.
This servant of Baha stands alone and single, without helper
or assistant. Nevertheless, this letter is written that you may
know how cherished you are and how cultured and discerning.
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O friends! In the middle of the night, with a fevered and ag-
itated body, I supplicate divine confirmation for the friends,
for their remembrance is sweet and their love most attractive.
When I recall the Persian friends, the court of the heart be-
comes a garden and flower-bed, and the space of consciousness
becomes joyous and bright. Each moment I engage in hum-
ble entreaty and seek for them bounty and magnanimity, and
for all souls who have ascended unto God I seek forgiveness
and salvation. My hope is that you all may be near to the
divine threshold, close to the court of grandeur, and the cause
of awareness for other inhabitants.

O friends! May your souls be happy!
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ABO02815

To: Mahmud Furughs

All your letters were reviewed. Praise be to God, you have
been assisted and victorious through the confirmations of the
Abha Kingdom in all places...

...your honor must strive with the utmost effort for the firmness
and steadfastness of the loved ones in God’s Covenant and
Testament, so that the mighty fortress of God’s Cause may
remain protected and preserved from the arrows of doubt of
the wavering ones, and no one can use ambiguous verses as an
excuse or cast whispers into the hearts of the believers. For
pages of doubts are being circulated, and whispers that weaken
hearts and disturb souls are being sent to all regions. Of all the
objections in those pages, the true purpose is to cast doubts
and object to this servant - I am the intended target. As the
famous saying goes: “I mean you, O neighbor!” When any
person of insight examines those pages, it becomes evident that
their foundation is like dry stubble and their structure weaker
than a spider’s web. Can such arrows weaken the mighty edifice
of the Covenant and Testament of the All-Merciful? Or can
such scattered clouds veil the brilliant rays of the Sun of the
Covenant? No, by God! This only leads to manifest loss.
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The Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His stead-
fast loved ones - praise be to God, has trained souls who, like
a mighty structure and a wall of steel, protect the religion
of God and sacrifice themselves in service to God’s Covenant.
Your honor should take care of the weak ones in all regions,
lest they stumble due to certain publications of doubts and
become wavering in the divine Covenant. And the Glory be
upon you!

555 Jole Gl &2 pa )51 Gl
et 0 L VI sl iy Y

& a1 el Sl sy 08 Jls
2t Ol Opr 8 Wosged Cu S gesd
dnleie il (p> falisle die ) 51 g
SLbl s wsladle pals 15155 dge Ol
ble § loi 1) eline el » & 2l
A Bl 5 ik Sl S an )
Sde T 5 655 S

ANDA#T71 p.31x

AB02787

To: Mihraban Rustam et al.

O my spiritual friends! I longed to share and participate in
servitude at the Divine Threshold. Praise be to God, I found
many partners who are confidants in secret, joining in melody
and song - especially the Zoroastrian friends who, though dis-
tant and separated, are close companions; though in the wilder-
ness of separation, are intimate associates in the pavilion, nay
fellow prisoners in this prison. Through the grace and gift of
the Kind Lord, such is the hope that despair will vanish and
the star of hope will shine forth.

May the Zoroastrian friends, through truth-worship, friendship
and honesty, adorn the gathering of the world, attain eternal
life, and surpassing their ancient glory, beautify the ways of
humanity and become the cause of unity and oneness between
all, familiar and stranger alike. In truth, they possess angelic
character and hearts infused with love for the Kind Beloved.
Therefore they are the cause of joy and the means of gladness
and delight. May their souls be blessed!

O Lord! Shelter Nushiravan in the refuge of Thy mercy, and
grant Isfandiyar Mihraban a dwelling place in the Garden
of Paradise and the heavenly Paradise. Forgive and pardon
Firuz Javanmard, and grant absolution to Siyyid Husayn
Mirza Ja’far in the presence of Thy great mercy. Thou art the
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Forgiver of sins, the Remover of difficulties, and the Knower
of all that is hidden.
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AB12235

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

O servant of the Cause of God and bondsman of the Divine
Threshold! For some time, Mirza ‘Abdu’llah had been travers-
ing the desert of separation, setting out for the Threshold of the
All-Merciful, crossing plains and wilderness, mountains and val-
leys, deserts and seas, until at last he attained to the circum-
ambulation point of the Concourse on High and the Ka’bah of
hopes of the holy Manifestations and Dawning-Places of the
ascension of “or closer”.

For a period, he brightened his eyes with the antimony of in-
sight from the dust of this Threshold, and made his heart and
soul the envy of rose garden and meadow through its fragrances.
Day and night he spent in meetings in the gathering of the op-
pressed ones.

Now, with a new spirit and fresh condition, trusting in God and
clinging to His most pure robe, he has set forth to return and
beaten the drum of departure with the intention of reaching his
glorious homeland. In this court he mentioned that true friend
and yearner after the Beauty of Divine Unity, and requested a
letter. I too took up the pen and, lacking time, hastily wrote
this letter.

Know this much: your services at this Threshold are appre-
ciated, your labors known and evident, and your effort and
striving witnessed and mentioned. We beseech God that you
may soon witness its recompense and reward and its sweet in-
fluences in this transient world, and its mighty compensation
and noble benefits in the eternal realm, that you may bloom
like a flower in the divine Kingdom and become as a brilliant
lamp. May God grant you the best of rewards in the hereafter
and in this world. And upon you be glory.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02823

AB02823

To: Mother of Abu’l-Qasim (Dabbagh) et al.

O Lord, my Ultimate Goal and Hope! These are servants who
have acknowledged Your oneness and believed in Your perfect
Words which have issued forth from Your Word of Oneness
in the Manifestation of Your Singleness. They have taken
refuge in Your mighty stronghold, the sanctuary of Your glo-
rious Cause, the dawning-place of Your manifest light, and
Your firm and strong cord. O Lord! Aid them to attain Your
good-pleasure and send down upon them Your bounties and
bestowals. Single them out for the gifts of the traces of Your
attributes and names. Make them steadfast in Your Covenant
and Testament, and holding fast to Your handles and com-
mandments, that they may be detached from every mention
save the mention of Your Beauty and be sanctified from every
quality and characteristic save the conditions of Your majesty.
Verily You are the Sovereign, the Mighty, the Powerful, the
Omnipotent.

We greet the maidservant of God, the mother of Agqa Abu’l-
Qasim, with the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greeting,
and we hope from the grace of the Sovereign of existence that
she may be in the utmost state of enkindlement with the fire
of the love of God. We remember Jinab-i-Aga Ghulam-Husayn
with the most wondrous mentions and give him glad-tidings of
the divine fragrances. We remember Jinab-i-Aga Ghulam-‘Ali
with the most gracious utterance and we yearn for his spirit
and joy. We hope that Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad-‘Ali may be
remembering God at all times and be stirred and moved by
the breezes of holiness. In these days we are occupied in the
Holy Shrine with remembrance and mention of and prayers for
them, and if any one of them is able to travel with perfect ease
and joy and delight, they have permission to visit the blessed
resting place. And upon them all and the rest of the sincere
loved ones of God be glory.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02847

AB02847

To: Mrs. H H

As to thy question concerning the husband and wife, the tie
between them, and the children given to them by God, know
thou, verily, the husband is one who has sincerely turned unto
God, is awakened by the call of the Beauty of El-Baha and
chants the verses of oneness in the great assemblies. The wife
is a being who wishes to be overflowing with and seeks after the
attributes of God and His names; and the tie between them is
no other than the Word of God. Verily, it (the Word of God)
causes the multitudes to assemble together, and the remote
ones to be united. Thus the husband and wife are brought
into affinity, are united and harmonized, even as though they
were one person. Through their mutual union, companionship
and love great results are produced in the world, both material
and spiritual. The spiritual result is the appearance of divine
bounties. The material result is the children who are born in
the cradle of the love of God, who are nurtured by the breast
of the knowledge of God, are brought up in the bosom of the
gift of God and are fostered in the lap of the training of God.
Such children are those of whom it was said by Christ: “Verily,
they are the children of the Kingdom.”

Consequently, O thou maid-servant of God, reach the maid-
servants of the Merciful One, and tell them from the tongue of
Abdul-Baha: O maid-servants of the Merciful! It is incumbent
upon you to train the children from their earliest babyhood!
It is incumbent upon you to beautify their morals! It is in-
cumbent upon you to attend to them under all aspects and
circumstances! Inasmuch as God—glorified and exalted is Hel-
hath ordained mothers as the primary trainers of children and
infants; this is a great and important affair and a high and
exalted position, and it is not allowable to slacken therein at
all.

If thou walkest in this right path thou wilt become a real
mother to the children, both spiritually and materially.

SW_ v09#:07 p.085-086
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02655

AB02655

To: Sarraf Muhajir, Muhammad Javad et al.

O ye refugees of the one true God! Be not grieved or discon-
solate; neither allow yourselves to sit despondent and dejected.
Though you have been persecuted, made homeless, and humil-
iated, this was in the path of that loving Friend, Who was
Himself exiled from Iran to Iraq, from Iraq to the Great City
(Constantinople), from thence to Rumelia (Adrianople), and
from Rumelia to this afflictive prison. You have followed in
His footsteps and emulated His example. This is the supreme
favor, for those who are lovers long to give away this world of
metaphors for the sake of the object of their desire. Wherefore,
how self-sacrificing must the lovers of the Matchless Beauty be!

If ye observe with the eye of reality, ye will recognize that this
banishment is a blessing, this homelessness is freedom, and this
destitution is everlasting glory. However much the oppressors
persecute you, still the faithful and loving Friend will bestow
this healing ointment upon that wound, and counter that poi-
son with this sweet nectar. Were it any other way the souls
could not develop.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s eyes are weeping and his heart is burning by
reason of your afflictions. But when he gazeth toward the over-
flowing bounties of God, he perceiveth this calamity as a gift,
and he beholdeth this abasement as an honor. He apprehen-
deth this cruelty as pure light, and seeth a brilliant and shining
morn following this night of grievous sorrows. Therefore, his
mind is consoled and his spirit rejoiceth.

Rest assured! The gates of bounty have been flung open and
heart and soul will become tranquil. Upon you both be salu-
tation and praise.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02762

AB02762

To: Siyyid Bagir father of Zubaydih

O thou who art assured by the verses of God! Those souls who
turned with the essence of their hearts toward the horizon of
sanctification, who entered beneath the shade of the word of
unity, who drank from the cup of bounty the pure water of
bestowal, and who tasted from the chalice of the love of God
the wine of mercy - they became so intoxicated and bewildered
that with utmost joy and gladness they ran to the field of mar-
tyrdom and the altar of love, sacrificed their lives in the path
of the Beloved, and like holy birds made their nests in the high-
est branches of the gardens of fellowship and the paradise of
immortality, occupied with the melody “Would that my peo-
ple knew how my Lord hath forgiven me and made me of the
honored ones!” Well then, these servants must now follow the
example of those essences of being, showing such self-sacrifice
in the path of the Intended Lord that it becomes evident and
manifest that these souls are indeed the worthy successors of
those noble predecessors and are the manifestation of “the son
is the mystery of his father” in the gathering of the horizons.
And glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament.

My Lord and my Hope! This is Thy servant, a branch of the
Tree which was uprooted in Thy path by the hands of Thine
enemies and was torn out in Thy love by the tempests of hos-
tility that blew from the tyrants among Thy servants. O Lord!
Make this branch a root, and this twig a tree growing, thriving,
verdant, fresh and flourishing in the gardens of Thy oneness,
blossoming and bearing fruit in the paradise of Thy merciful-
ness, with branches spreading wide through Thy grace and
bounty. Make that root swaying in the paradise of the king-
dom of Thy sanctification, fresh and green and well-watered
from the outpouring of the cloud of Thy mercy in the garden
of Thy oneness. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the Compassionate, the Kind.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO02738

AB02738

To: Siyyid Muhsin son of Vahid

O flourishing branch of that embodied sanctity, the Vahid of
this mighty age! Truly, being the son of that Unique One
of the new century is the axis of ancient glory. Every noble
branch that stands firm on the straight path - the Gardener of
Oneness nurtures every upright growing branch from the Tree
of Providence, that it may become the manifestation of the
gifts of the Tree of Truth. Therefore you, who are a branch of
that Tree of Generosity, descendant of the reality of prostration,
and offspring of the mystery of existence - beseech the Beauty
of the Desired One that you may become the manifestation of
the character, qualities, perfections and attributes of that pure
spirit and embodied light, and demonstrate clearly the truth
that “the son is the secret of his father.” Grow and develop in
the shade of the Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary, watered
from the spring of the Covenant and refreshed from the flowing
waters of the Testament. Strive with heart and soul for the
firmness and steadfastness of the loved ones, for the winds of
tests are severe and the whirlwinds and sandstorms of trials
uproot every mighty tree. And the Glory be upon you and
upon all who are firm in the Covenant.

In these days, due to the hidden divine wisdom, your presence
in those regions is necessary and essential, so that you may
guide souls with all your power to firmness and steadfastness
in God’s Covenant and Testament. This is the greatest service
to the Ancient Beauty. God willing, we shall summon you in
the future. For now, this servant makes the pilgrimage on your
behalf.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02703

AB02703

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! The response to the letters
from that renowned person, the brilliant lamp, will be sent
later. At present we are in Haifa engaged in the greatest ser-
vice, and due to the multitude of difficulties and occupations
there is not complete opportunity to write in detail. And now
in the gathering of the friends, with perfect faithfulness I am
engaged in mentioning you and have taken up writing this let-
ter. Observe to what degree, when your mention passed, I took
up the pen and wrote a letter.

You too must likewise gird up the loins of service and strive
in sacrificing your life in the Cause of God and become a new
motivator for the friends of that region and an intense teacher
for the heedless of that clime. Continually maintain protection,
safeguarding and preservation. Among other things, keep the
friends of Sisian united and in harmony, and remove any ill-
feeling that has arisen between some. In short, organize Sisian
with your brother the Colonel and eliminate the disorder that
has occurred, so that corruption may subside and all may arise
with one heart and one direction, like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in servi-
tude to His Holiness the One.

And when you are confirmed in such service, witness the con-
firmation of the Abha Kingdom and observe the victory of the
hosts of the Supreme Concourse. In any case, convey to each
and every one of the friends the Most Wondrous, Most Glo-
rious greetings, and make each one radiant with the light of
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s yearning.

O my God, my God! This is Your servant, stirred by the
breeze from the gardens of Your oneness, attracted by Your
holy fragrances. Assist him in all matters and confirm him in
all things and illumine his face with the lights of Your bounty,
O Ever-Living, O Self-Subsisting!
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02764

AB02764

He is the Manifest One from His lofty and exalted Dawning
Place!

O gentle breeze from the gardens of God’s love! For some time
now, no life-giving fragrance from that spiritual garden has
perfumed the nostrils of those who long for it. Though you
may say that the delay in reply has caused a break in corre-
spondence, in truth you are as a point around which I circle
and before which I stand in devotion. This delay and postpone-
ment has not been due to forgetfulness of that gentle spirit, but
rather because we observe that the waves of the Most Great
Sea have reached the zenith of heaven and the outpourings of
the clouds of bounty and generosity have rained upon the gar-
dens of reality. Therefore, there is no need for the falling of
a drop or the descent of dew. Otherwise, in whatever man-
ner possible, a detailed explanation would have been given in
brief. Although pen and ink have shown weakness and lassi-
tude, yet through divine grace the qualities of love and justice
have increased.

At all times when appearing before the sanctuary of holiness,
we have been engaged in the remembrance and thought of that
kind friend, and from the source of bounty and favor we have
beseeched and continue to beseech the presence and witness of
thy radiant countenance.

Regarding the events in Istanbul, you should not be sorrowful
or distressed. Whatever has occurred is the essence of good,
and whatever has passed is not to be regretted. Since spiritual
connection exists and divine true benefits are evident, this loss
is actual gain and this absence is true presence. Praise be to
God, profitable trade and abundant merchandise and precious
goods are prepared and ordained, and the pictured spirit and
most luminous beauty has shown its face and come to market
like a rose, breaking the market of Josephs with its beauty,
closing one by one the shops of sugar. Until the ringlets of
His locks - whose neck are they around? One day, O we who
have stretched our necks outside the circle! For lovers who
would purchase with their souls, this is commerce that will
never perish. What then matters profit or loss, gain or deficit
in this world?...
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB02805

AB02805

A thousand years must elapse before Persia can, by the aid
of material power, rise to the height of the peoples and gov-
ernments of Europe. Baha’u’llah, however, has illumined that
land, and will surely raise her high in the eyes of all the world.
That country shall so advance and develop as to excite the
envy and admiration of the East and the West.

The land of Hijaz, though deserted and sterile in its soil and
its tribes ignorant and barbarous, yet the power of the Cause
of God has made of such a spot a Point of Adoration and the
focal centre of world devotion.

How foolish are the people of the East to have incarcerated
for wellnigh fifty years the like of this glorious Personage! But
for His chains and prison, Baha’u’llah by this time would have
gained absolute ascendancy over the minds and thoughts of the
peoples of Kurope, would have made of Persia the Garden of
Paradise, would have raised its sons in the esteem of mankind,
nay He would have made it such that all peoples and govern-
ments would seek enlightenment from its people.

Consider and reflect upon the result of My few days’ stay in
London and the profound effect it has had here and in the sur-
rounding regions. Ponder then in your heart, what the coming
of Baha’u’llah would have achieved! Had He appeared in Eu-
rope, its people would have seized their opportunity and His
Cause, by virtue of the freedom of thought, would by this time
have encompassed the earth. But alas! This Cause, though it
first appeared in Persia, yet eventually it shall be seen how the
peoples of Europe have wrested it from its hands! Take note of
this and remember it in future. Ultimately you shall see how
it has come to pass. And yet behold! how the Baha'’is are still
persecuted by the people of Persial

BPRY.1923.031,
ADMS#065i07x

KHHE.433-434, BP1926.031-032, BLO_PT#159x,

o

boold @l dy 555 @l Je s dso
5l p i dlo o Sl s g eost k)
G5 byaa s ot § Al 57 Ol 0L

355 Cb s

wle § dal e dlo Sl asle (sls 01

I L RN SYRTEI TR s
S ds [BbU] 5 e s e Sl
B 505 bl FanS | fanks e )
348 é\.c

ot O s § aslsb [Oler] G2 Jal
Aie Oy 5 et 53 dlo ol |y e
g P P I R IRC e
Sy ol J}LM g’)})\ Lf)‘; )iKé\J. dv,()\s-l.r
Ly Ol 5 g 0358 Olyiy i |y O
Sl 8 &, Je 5 dys & 00 pAE
&fd}ﬁ}d&ﬁ@ft@-/{.ﬁjou\?«u)
29

§ Al dae Gy, dp e Ol )
odel Wil & 18 Al p aamde
o..\,:rjbw ;’)}J\‘)J ﬂ\&}f\-\&éﬁ%b}
d2 by Ko jeiee Sz ) e oy
Qs 2g eash ablal Ll ool)l
AL O s ) ST LS sl
Sl 5 Ol Cs 3 oyl ol cBle ws
[p5,.] Qa5 5o 1 o S35 sl
Ol 0L Hsm s dal s Bl il
(42 plEG ) ol 58] 2

PYM.117x, KHSH12.009, KHH1.301

(1.419-420)

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 40


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/diary_habib_muayyad.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/abdulbaha_tablet_persia_1923
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/passages-on-iran/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/PM2/pm2-117.html
https://bahai-library.com/kharman_adab_honar_12
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/354.pdf#page=332
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/354.pdf#page=332

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABU1382

ABU1382

O ye friends of God! The morn of guidance is radiant and the
hearts of the people of faithfulness are like unto the garden.
The divine Breeze is wafting by; the spirit of God is manifest,
the faded hearts are quickened and rejuvenated; and the with-
ered bodies are vivified with the stimulus of infinite beauty
and utmost charm.

Turn your faces toward the rose-garden of God; for, verily,
the Fragrances of the Holy Spirit are passing, Gaze ye toward
the Kingdom of Abha, for His Ancient Bestowal is descending.
Look ye up toward the Supreme Horizon, for the Sun of Hope
is dawning.

This Bestowal is one of the most particular Gifts of this most
great Cycle; for from its beginning to its end it is the dawning-
place of the penetration of the Lights of the Ancient Beauty.
Therefore appreciate ye the value of these times, and let not
the opportunity slip by from your hands. For the zephyr of the
morn of Unity is blowing and the rays of the Sun of Reality
are shining from all the horizons of the universe with universal
force.

This Century is the beginning of all future centuries and this
period is the most great period. Although in future generations
the standards of guidance shall wave over all the countries, yet
in this period the power of confirmation is most perfect and
well-nigh inexhaustible, and the lights of Unity are irradiating
from the hearts of men. To take one step in this day is equal
to one hundred thousand days in the future, and to inhale
one breath in this age is compared to one hundred thousand
breaths in the future.

For this is the beginning of the Age of Grace, the time of the
downpour of the rain and the season of the heavenly spring.
Its freshness is heart-entrancing and its charm most wonderful.
Its beauty is captivating and its elegance very exquisite...

DAS.1914-06-25, SW__v13#07 p.186-187
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The Manifestation of the Essence of GOD is like unto the sun,
which has different risings. The dawning-places are different,
but the sun is always the same. The lamps are different but
the light is one.

Consider with the eye of reality. The aim of life is reality, and
reality is one. Reality does not accept multiplicity.

This is the essence of the teachings, and an established, self-
evident fact. The light is the light, no matter from what lamp
it shines. The rose is the rose, no matter from which rose-
garden it comes. The fruit is the fruit, no matter upon which
tree it is produced. The breeze possesses life, no matter from
which direction it is wafted.

Always think of the breeze and not of the direction! Look
upon the flower and not upon the earth which has produced
it! Looking upon the light and not upon the lamp!

Look upon the jewels and pearls, and not upon the depths of
the sea! Search and find the pearls from whatever sea they
may come, whether eastern sea or western seal

Find the pearls-find the jewels from whichever mine they may
be, whether it be the mine of the north or mine of the south.

Consider the teachings. If they are truth, hold fast to them!
But if they are untruth, throw them away.

We cannot say that the Manifestations are either greater or
lesser. In order to make this distinction, we must be greater
than they. The only thing we know is thissTHEY ARE LIFE!

But to say that one is greater and the other lesser, -this is
beyond the comprehension of our intellects. In order to know
that they are greater or lesser, we must surround them. But
we are the surrounded, not the surrounding.

We see that they bestow light, —that the rest of the world is
illumined by them, -that is all.

BSTW#322, BSTW#323
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The law of peace has come to stay. We are living in the radiant
age of peace. We are daily advancing in the path of peace. The
army of peace is being recruited from among all nations and
people. Let the peace makers know that the unconquerable
power of God is behind them. No government and no nation
can withstand them. With this power alone they will be able to
conquer all opposition and remove all stumbling blocks. From
now on less and less will be the magic spell of war, greater and
greater will be the influence of peace.

The day is coming when the dove of peace will reign over all
the continents, the laws of peace will rule all nations and the
resources of war will be expended upon that which will be con-
ducive to the spiritualizing of mankind. Let all the peace work-
ers gather together their scattered forces and combine their ma-
terial and moral resources. They must look forward and not
backward, up and not down. They are the real benefactors
of humanity, the burning torches of bright hope. Just as the
heaven is above the earth so their ideals must soar above the
ideals of this age. Unfalteringly they must inspire the hearts
with peace and harmony. With perfect faith and assurance
they must toil and labor and know of a certainty that the goal
is ahead. They will reach it if they work steadily and firmly.
The Lord of Hosts is reinforcing them. The Sun of Peace is up
in the horizon and its rays are penetrating through the clouds
of prejudice and ignorance. These warships will be changed
into merchant steamers binding the nations and countries more
closely together. The cry of peace is being heard from every
throat and the sweet, resonant melody of peace will drown all
the screeching noises of war.

Blessed are those who are enlisted in the ranks of peace!

SW_ v13#11 p.293-294
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It is most difficult to stand unshaken during the days of trials.
When we were living in Baghdad conditions at one time were
such that the friends of God were always in danger of losing
their lives. Not a night passed during which they were sure
that they would be alive in the morning and not a morning did
they arise with any certainty that they would see another night.
Yet they lived in the highest state of faithfulness, firmness,
spirituality and attraction.

Aga Reza and seven others lived in one small room. They
rested, ate and slept in this one room. Every night they had
spiritual meetings, chanting prayers and poems till long past
midnight. Often their food consisted of a few dates. These
Baha’is were peddlers in the bazaars. Some of them sold noth-
ing all day. When in the evening they returned home they
all pooled the few piastres which they had made and with the
small sum bought their dinner. Some days they made only
twenty pares. With this they bought dates and of them made
their meal. However, they were the richest men on the face of
the earth. They lived in a state of holiness, sanctity, attraction
and devotion.

There was a man, Pedar Jan. I cannot praise him enough. He
was the embodiment of spirituality. He used to carry under his
arm while walking in the bazaars a dozen pairs of stockings hop-
ing to sell them. But, forgetting his surroundings, he would
slowly chant the communes (prayers). Then someone would
come up softly, behind him, and take the stockings from under
his arm. If a customer wanted a pair of stockings Pedar Jan
would look under his arm—but there would be nothing there.
So he thought he would carry the stockings on the palms of his
hands. Again he would become absorbed, reading the suppli-
cations, and again the stockings would be stolen without his
knowledge.

SW_ v14#06 p.166
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One day a man became annoyed with his camel and promised
himself that on the following day he would sell it for one shahi
(a small monetary unit). This person was a religious man and
was always faithful to his promises. The following morning,
however, he regretted his promise and wondered what to do.
After much thinking, he came up with a trick to save his camel.
He tied a cat to the camel’s neck and began advertising his
camel for one shahi. People gathered around him and everyone
wanted to buy the beast for that price. He said, ‘Yes, the price
of the camel is one shahi but that of the cat is a thousand
qurush (a unit much larger than a shahi). Both must be sold
together.

People became disappointed and went away. After a while a
customer came to him and said, ‘I have heard that you are
selling your camel for one shahi’

The owner replied, ‘Yes, here it is; but you must also buy the
cat for a thousand qurush’

The customer, who liked the camel very much, said, ‘I will give
you one hundred shahi for the camel but you keep the cat.’

The owner of the camel said, ‘That is not possible’

Then the customer sighed a long sigh and said, ‘The camel
would be one of a kind if that accursed cat were not attached
to his neck’

STAB#123

NJB_ v11#19 p.3417

AB11262

Collection of various statements about America and its future

May this American democracy be the first nation to establish
the foundation of international agreement. May it be the first
nation to proclaim the unity of mankind. May it be the first
to unfurl the standard of the ‘Most Great Peace’...

The American people are indeed worthy of being the first to
build the tabernacle of the great peace and proclaim the one-
ness of mankind...

May America become the distributing center of spiritual en-
lightenment and all the world receive this heavenly blessing.
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For America has developed powers and capacities greater and
more wonderful than other nations...

May the inhabitants of this country become like angels of
heaven with faces turned continually toward God. May all
of them become servants of the omnipotent One. May they
rise from their present material attainments to such a height
that heavenly illumination may stream from this center to all
the peoples of the world...

This American nation is equipped and empowered to accom-
plish that which will adorn the pages of history, to become the
envy of the world and be blest in both the East and the West
for the triumph of its people...

The American continent gives signs and evidences of very great
advancement. Its future is even more promising, for its influ-
ence and illumination are far-reaching. It will lead all nations
spiritually.

ADJ.085bx, GPB.254ax, GPB.254bx, WOB.075-076x, COF.035x, COF.121x,
COF.132x, GPB.397x, TDH#158.17x

ABU3676

This pearl rosary and a ruby ring originally belonged to Mirza
Musa Jawahiri, the son of Mirza Hadi, and were both in that
box. One day in Baghdad, Mirza Musa attained the presence
of the Blessed Beauty and asked that I [i.e. ‘Abdu’l-Baha] be
sent forth to divide the estate and heirloom of the late Mirza
Hadi between him and his sister.

In accordance with His blessed instructions I went forth with
Mirza Musa and within three days had completed His divine
command. On the first day, I divided the properties, and
on the second, distributed the commercial inventories and
on the third day, I apportioned the jewelry that was left to
them. Whatever was Mirza Musa’s share, he brought before
the Blessed Beauty and presented the same to Him, which He
categorically refused. Mirza Musa insisted, until Baha'u’llah
eventually said unto him, “Alright, I will accept, but will
bestow it back upon you.” “Then permit me to gift it to
the Master,” he asked. Baha’u’llah refused. Finally, after
persistent supplications, Baha’u’llah allowed him to present
the rosary and the ring in my name.
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The ring was sold by Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali in the course of
his journey in India and spent as travel-money. And Mirza
Badi‘u’llah wasted the rosary.

You are to relate these details to the friends so that misun-
derstandings are alleviated, but must do so descriptively, not
complainingly.

AFNAN.213-214

ABO02875

To: Rugiyyih Sultan Yazdi, in Alexandria

O handmaid of God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting!

Do not imagine that you have been forgotten or that we have
ceased to mention you. The blessed leaves constantly remem-
ber all, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha mentions everyone. The exigencies
of the time and wisdom required that all should not be fettered.
Up to now we have sent nearly sixty people, both young and
old, men and women, and God willing, we shall send everyone,
so that when our affair becomes known, all will not be bound
hand and foot. Our affair is still under consultation, and what-
ever is destined will come to pass. We stand ready with life in
hand, waiting to sacrifice.

Convey my greetings to the honored wife of his eminence my
brother, and likewise to the honored Murassa’ Khanum, and
also give my most glorious greetings to the honored Hubbiyyih
Khanum and the honored Mihrangiz Khanum. Express my ut-
most longing to his eminence Haji my brother and Aqa Siyyid
‘Ali and Aqa ‘Ali-Akbar.

Indeed separation from the Holy Land was difficult for you, but
one must be patient and forbearing. Besides submission and
contentment what [choice is there]? In any case, we supplicate
at the Sacred Threshold of the All-Merciful that you may all
be protected and preserved in the cave of His protection and
safeguarding.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

e gl Al | 1

by ad Galp 8 L jpm et 2
sbpdas S3ke Sy il Sle O3
ladl Al |y o 53 Lle 5 1l 8
E;@J:K«ﬁfsjqﬁg-(;{oj&s}
&\;Lﬂ\;ﬂ;b}@;d\q);&;;
AJfr}kMu/‘&ﬁbf;Lwﬁbjb‘:K
25 b ol oyt e Kl o
ﬂ)bﬁjb.ﬁﬁ@;@.{)sdsj

Alis) o 5 1y ) Ol pm el 3
gl o Ll 5 il 2 o
BT el sl ol 5 S B g
KL E Bl Sl ST Je BTy o

Dlss W 8l (25l 5) (g9 4kl 4
;f}ﬁfhﬁf&g;»ov‘s‘edjv
s fan g 6ok [Sesly] 5 Loy
sk o 5 K8 gl dley
il Ogan 5 Lyi Sl

Al i) e s 5

MMK5#018 p.011x, ANDA#T7 p.66

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 47


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/r/rabbani_habibullah_afnan_memories.pdf#page=215
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-14.html
https://www.afnanlibrary.org/d/andalib-issue-77

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB11682

AB11682

To: Mirza Muhammad Tabrizi, in Baghdad

O herald of the Covenant! The letters received have been an-
swered and are enclosed, and the reply to Muhammad Shukri
Effendi’s letter has also been written with the utmost wis-
dom. If you deem it advisable, deliver it. This Muhammad
Shukri’s letter was extremely prejudiced, written in protest
and with resentment. With such people you must practice
wisdom - never speak a word about the laws when conversing
with them. When speaking with unbiased, well-intentioned
and truth-seeking people, discuss the greatness of the Cause,
the loftiness and supremacy of the Word of God, its spread
throughout all regions, and the divine teachings that I pro-
claimed in Europe and America. Mention the power, might
and influence of the Blessed Word and the Tablets addressed
to the kings. These statements have effect.

Never converse with the mullas, and likewise do not speak with
prejudiced people, as it has no effect but rather causes mis-
chief. Since we are now engaged in building the House, if any
disturbance arises they will prevent the construction. When
the House is built, the House itself will teach - that is, it will
cause people to become aware. In any case, I had written a
letter to Shaykh Muhammad ‘Abdu, a prominent figure among
Egypt’s scholars - its copy is enclosed, review it. It is not bad
for beginners. Show it also to Mirza Siyyid Husayn. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.

As much as you can, teach Iranians and emphasize conceal-
ment.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Baghistan

O ye who are inebriated with the draught of His Covenant! It
is time to pass beyond the desolate wilds of remoteness, so that
ye may reach the retreats of the Beloved, drink your fill from
the wine of the bestowals of the All-Merciful, hold a heavenly
festival, deck forth the stage for a spiritual celebration, and, to
the strains of harp and lute and the melodies of the Concourse
on high and the songsters in the meads of holiness, break into
sweet lays and wondrous tunes in praise and glorification of
the Abha Beauty.

O ye friends of God! Let not the cavils of the foolish grieve you
nor the tribulation of this world dismay you. Indeed, the moti-
vating impulse whereby the sweet savours of God are diffused
throughout the world is none but the suffering that befalleth
His loved ones and the dire troubles that constantly touch His
chosen ones.

Consider a while: the greater the affliction they suffered, the
higher was raised the banner of devotion and faithfulness; and
the more grievous the trials they endured, the more abundant
were the outpourings of grace from the Abha Beauty. For
it is during the darksome night that the radiance of light is
conspicuous and the illumination of the lamp most perceptible.
Therefore enlightened faces when exposed to dire hardships
shine forth with the utmost radiance and brightness, and the
hearts of His chosen ones when held in chains and fetters are
filled with exceeding joy, gladness, and ecstasy.

In the Qayyumu’l-Asma’ the Exalted One addresseth the Abha
Beauty in these words: “O Thou our great and omnipotent
Master! 1 have sacrificed myself wholly for Thee and have
yearned for naught but martyrdom in Thy path.” Ponder ye
carefully. The highest aspiration cherished by Him Who is the
Leader of the righteous and the Day-Star of divine splendour
was to lay down His life for the sake of the One Who doeth
whatsoever He willeth. Thus it is clear and manifest what

should be the supreme aspiration and longing of the loved ones
of God.

And upon ye be greetings and praise!

BRL_FIRE AB#12
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To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Baku

O herald of the Covenant! Due to the multitude of occupa-
tions, troubles, difficulties and dangers, there is absolutely no
opportunity to write. Despite this, considering my complete at-
tachment to that old friend, I have engaged in writing, though
there is no opportunity for details.

The visitation tablet that the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones - had revealed for he who
attained His presence, Ismu’llah al-Asdaq - upon him be the
Glory of God the Most Glorious - its copy arrived and was
observed. And since the visitation tablet was revealed from
the Supreme Pen, this servant’s pen is not worthy to write a
word in this regard. Therefore, God willing, it will be sent to
Hamadan so that on a specific day it may be recited at the
luminous tomb by proxy on behalf of this servant.

As for Baku, it is known that difficulties have arisen. The diffi-
culties of ‘Abdu’l-Baha always arise from such considerations.
Therefore, you must go to Baku under the pretext of teaching,
and with utmost strength, power, joy and gladness engage in
teaching, and manifest such a state of attraction and detach-
ment among all that it becomes the cause of spiritual fragrance
and delight for all. And when this bounty appears, all matters
will become easy and possible without difficulty.

O Lord! Assist Thy servant, the unique martyr, to spread Thy
beautiful remembrance in every far-reaching region, and exalt
through him Thy Word, and diffuse through him Thy teach-
ings, and manifest through him Thy signs among the righteous
ones. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Generous,
the Powerful, the All-Choosing.
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To: Ibrahim Rashti, in Bandar Jaz

O seeker of the Chosen Beauty! The seekers of the divine realm
and lovers of the Absolute Beauty pass beyond the earthly
kingdom and set their hearts on the heavenly realm. They
become detached from their own existence so they may enter
into true existence. They open the eye of insight and become

bewildered and distracted by the Beauty of the true Beloved.

Night and day they occupy themselves with the remembrance
of the King of existence, the Praised Beauty, and the Witnessed
Witness, forgetting all else besides Him. Now is the time of
enthusiasm and excitement, and the moment to hear the call of
the divine messenger. The hidden herald proclaims: “Rejoice,
O people of Baha! Strive, O people of devotion! Endeavor, O
community of faithfulness, that the fragrances of God may be
diffused!” And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Since you have attained to this greatest bounty, now you must
engage in teaching the Cause of God in those regions and strive
to guide the people, so that through the grace and aid of the
All-Merciful that territory may become a portion of the Garden
of Paradise. For that land was always mentioned in the Holy
Presence at all times. Undoubtedly wondrous signs from the
diffusion of the divine fragrances will become manifest in that
region. Now there is certainly utmost difficulty and hardship,
but it will become easy. News of visitation to the Holy Land
will be given later. Be assured. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

The letters that were previously sent from the loved ones of
God - their replies were sent and are enclosed.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Bombay

1 O herald of the Covenant! Your letters were received and
the recommendation regarding Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Mahdi was
made. According to what they have written, they have acted
and will continue to act according to the recommendation. Re-
peated assurances have been given.

V]

Regarding Jinab-i-Aqa Ali, be confident that I will strive in
every way possible for his comfort.

w

Concerning the teacher for the Bombay school - whoever you
deem appropriate, who is truly qualified and skilled, perfect
in character, and who will not be weakened by India’s climate
- write to Tehran so that Jinab-i-Amin may send him, and
forward the enclosed letter to them. But first correspond with
the Bombay friends so that when he arrives they will undertake
his livelihood expenses, otherwise matters will become difficult.

¢ You had not written anything about the opportunity, but even
if only through correspondence, guide him to love and stead-
fastness, for people are weak and the Cause of God is extremely
delicate. Although the regions of India are slow to respond,
when the kindled fire takes hold, souls will be educated with
utmost speed. Therefore, do not become discouraged. In the
beginning of establishment, every matter is naturally difficult
and severe, but later becomes easy.

5 As for the slanderous books, although they may spread and
temporarily cause an uproar, they will be forgotten in a short
time. “As for the foam, it passeth away as scum upon the
banks, while that which is of use to mankind remaineth in the
earth.”

6 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Muhammad Ali Qaini, in Bombay

O you who sacrifice your life in the path of the Beloved! Al-
though you have been afflicted with separation from family and
friends in foreign lands and have endured endless hardships,
yet since this exile is in the path of God, this estrangement is
sovereignty and this hardship is comfort of heart and soul.

Every faithless one eagerly desires pure honey, but to taste the
poison of persecution in the path of the peerless Beloved is the
work of the pure in heart.

In any case, this service that you render - teaching the ten-
der young plants in the garden of the love of God with utmost
effort in science and culture, instructing them in spiritual qual-
ities, and teaching them proofs and evidences - is so they may
become fresh and graceful saplings of matchless beauty and
sweetness in the Abha Paradise, and be educated in such wise
as befits association with the Holy Threshold, increasing day
by day in sincerity and pure-heartedness, faith and certitude,
trustworthiness and piety, steadfastness and truthfulness, hu-
mility and submissiveness.

And ‘Abdu’l-Baha becomes joyous, pleased and happy at men-
tion of you and mention of their names. I swear by the An-
cient Beauty that whenever I observe a child who is truly well-
educated, my heart and soul rejoice.

In any case, I hope you will be the cause of my greatest joy
and will educate these children in such wise that each one may
become a lamp of India in faith and certitude and truth and
uprightness.

i And upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

To Tehran: Regarding consideration for Jinab-i-Amin, it has
been written.
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To: Karbala’i Abdu’llah (Malik Kandi), in Bunab

O two servants of God! I will pray for you and will supplicate
with utmost humility and pleading at the threshold of the Most
High, the Abha Beauty. I will express utter powerlessness and
need, and seek pardon and forgiveness. I am the lowly, humble
servant of the Blessed Beauty and the weak, submissive slave
of the Most Great Name. If He accepts me as His servant, I am

His true servant, and if He does not, I am His fugitive servant.

This is my religion, my path and my faith.

O God! You know that if someone were to strike my heart, it
would be more pleasant to me than for someone to reinterpret
this explicit statement. O Lord! You know that my veins,
roots, limbs, members, pillars, soul and heart tremble and burn
at any word other than servitude to the Abha Beauty. O God!
Be my witness that I would forgive my own killer, but I will not
forgive nor will I accept near me anyone who speaks of me in
terms other than servitude to the Ancient Beauty and slavery
to the Most Great Name. O God! You are the Pardoner and
Forgiver. These two souls are innocent and have no ulterior
motives. Forgive their error and pardon them, and protect
them so that henceforth they utter no word except what pleases
You. You are the Protector, the Powerful, the Mighty.

I have written this letter in my own hand so that no doubt
may arise.

You have permission to visit the Holy Shrine, may my spirit
be sacrificed for its threshold.
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To: Bibi Rawhani, in Bushruyyih

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Like the
birds of the Garden of Paradise in the sacred gardens, become
engaged in wondrous melodies in praise and glorification of
the Beauty of the Ancient of Days and the Most Great Name.
O Lord! This is a leaf stirred by the winds of Thy Will and
moved by the breezes of Thy bounty. O Lord! Make her ver-
dant and fresh through the outpourings of the clouds of Thy
grace, and cause her to speak Thy praise among Thy hand-
maidens. Adorn her head with the crown of attraction in the
gatherings of intimacy through Thy remembrance and praise,
and illuminate her face with the lights of detachment among
the leaves who are gladdened by Thy grace and favor. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Bestower!

You had written about the continuance of the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar as before, which was the cause of spiritual joy and
delight. However, we are awaiting its daily increase. Each
succeeding day should be greater than the previous day. The
Most Exalted Leaf of Paradise, upon her be all Glory, is
surely like a boundless ocean, surging and overflowing with
the mention of the Beauty of the All-Merciful in the holy
gatherings and intimate assemblies of the handmaids of the
Merciful. O God! Assist her in all conditions to exalt Thy
Word and enable her to diffuse Thy fragrances among Thy
handmaidens.

You had mentioned the people of the village and Faran, that
they are organizing gatherings for remembrance and reading
of the holy writings, and this is befitting for them. The waters
of God’s remembrance should flow from their mouths and the
wonders of the knowledge of God should stream from their
tongues. And upon you and upon every one firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and Testament be the Glory.
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To: Bushruyihi, Mulla Ghulam-Husayn et al., in Bushruyyih

O ye loved ones of God! The news was received that a
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar hath been established, that in that land
the praise and glorification of God hath reached the Kingdom
of Glory and the melodies of worship and praise of that
glorious Beloved have ascended to the Concourse on high.
What boundless joy and delight were produced by these
glad-tidings, inasmuch as the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar causeth
the friends to be awakened, to remember God, and to be in
a state of humble prayer. The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar causeth
hearts to be illumined, souls to become spiritual, and the
fragrances of the Kingdom of Glory to be inhaled. The world
of humanity is thereby transformed into another world, and
the susceptibilities of the heart are heightened to such a degree
that they encompass the entire creation.

My hope is that a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar be established in every
quarter and in each corner of the country, even if this be done
with the utmost discretion and circumspection, and, for pru-
dence’s sake, be confined to chosen and trusted friends among
the loved ones of God, until such time as the spread of its fame
may not arouse dismay and turmoil among the heedless.

3 O ye beloved of God! Behold how abundant shall be the fresh-
ness, tenderness, spirituality, and radiance that are attained
when ye assemble in that gathering place of the spirit, occupy
yourselves at dawn2 with the remembrance of God, and, after
reciting prayers, make mention together of the Most Bountiful
Lord in sweet melodies. These melodies shall reach unto the
Kingdom of Glory, and these songs shall cheer and gladden the
Concourse on high.
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To: Faruqi, Qasim Ali et al.

O two faithful servants of the Abha Beauty! For some time
no radiance had been observed from Faruq until in these days
one of the friends praised the friends of that region, which
became the cause of joy and gladness and the issuance of this
appreciated letter. And it is hoped that it may become an
unfurled scroll, meaning that those two servants of the Lord
may be characterized by attraction and it may cause them to
arise to serve the Cause of God.

The days pass like phantoms and the life of all souls ends with-
Consider that none of the kings or subjects has
any lasting result from life, no by God, except those souls who
enter beneath the shadow of the King of Kings and soil not
their garments with the pollution of this mortal world and rest
in the shade of the Tree of Hope and adorn the gathering of
the love of God and become intoxicated with the wine of the
knowledge of God and strive to diffuse the fragrances of God
and occupy themselves with exalting the Word of God. These
souls receive a portion and share from their life and attain re-
sults. They leave brilliant traces in the earthly and heavenly
kingdoms and become successful and confirmed in eternal, ev-
erlasting life.

out result.

3 Therefore, O dear friends, rest not and pause not until you
ignite a luminous flame and bestow spirit to that country and
region so that the manifest standard may wave and the won-
drous light may shine forth and radiate. And upon you both
be greetings and praise.
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AB02977

To: Mahmud Furughi

O herald of the Covenant! A letter arrived from Furugh and
when opened it had a radiance and light. The words were like
glass and the meanings like a lamp. You had complained about
visits and meetings with friends and strangers. Thus it became
clear that rest is impossible and unattainable for man - either
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he is afflicted by the onslaught and torment of strangers, or
he is troubled by the comings and goings of the heedless. In

either case, weariness and melancholy are present and ready.

Therefore we must fire a cannon at these fortresses that will
demolish the foundation of events and calamities and desires
and attachment to the world and worldly ones. We must walk
our own path and tread the straight path and strive toward

that Kind Beloved and seek His face and speak His secrets.

We should have nothing more to do with worldly affairs. If
they laugh, excellent is their goal. If they cry, truly they are
veiled. To them their religion and to us ours. So raise up a cry
and say:

“I am intoxicated with the wine of love, drunk and inebriated
with wine;

O musician play a melody, O cupbearer give me the cup!”

Regarding the receipts you had written about - we presented
that amount to you. Praise be to God there is no burden. The
wealth belongs to God and we have presented it to one who
is attracted by the fragrances of God. Kiss and embrace each
and every one of the divine friends on behalf of this servant
and say: O glad tidings! O glad tidings! O people of joy, glad
tidings! And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB03010

To: Mirza Masih et al., in Isfahan

O my friends! T make this supplication to the All-Bountiful
Lord, and I implore Him with utmost humility and fervor, that
He may cause these blessed souls to become well-pleasing to His
holy will and enable them to attain whatsoever brings spiritual
joy and divine gladness. May He make each one a brilliant star
in the horizon of existence, and in this Most Glorious Paradise
make each a fruitful tree, bestowing blossoms and fruits.

The droplets from the cloud of grace are, praise be to God,
like dew upon the gardens of hearts, and the eternal bounty of
His Oneness is like a vast and boundless ocean. As this is so,
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the ultimate result must be the manifest light. Though at first
there may be hardship, difficulty and persecution, and arrows
of malice may fly from the bow of the irreligious ones, yet the
end of days brings joy and delight, nay rather, light upon light.

If you observe, in these times the horizon of existence is hidden
and concealed behind dark clouds, yet know with certainty
that ere long this luminous dawning place will be cleansed of
these dense and darksome clouds and will manifest such clarity,
delicacy and brilliance that the horizons will become illumined.
Therefore, cast aside sorrow and gloom, and make joy and glad-
tidings your intimate companions.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03062

To: Son-in-law of Mahbubush-Shuhada, in Isfahan

O thou whom God hath honored through kinship with the
Best-Beloved of Martyrs!

Divine favors are of two kinds: those that are anticipated and
those that are unanticipated. The anticipated favors are those
promised and known beforehand, while the unanticipated are
those bestowed without request, without seeking, without fore-
knowledge and without expectation—purely through the special
grace and bounty of the Creator.

Now, the Most Holy One hath favored thee, while thou wert
wholly unaware and unmindful, with a most affectionate kin-
ship to that honored being whose radiant brow illumineth the
horizon of the most great martyrdom, and whose luminous
countenance brighteneth the glass of the greatest gift. In the
realm of the Abha Kingdom his noble throne is established,
and in the gathering of the Concourse on High, his holy crown
of glory resteth upon his head. From the time of maturity un-
til the moment of belief, thou didst neither anticipate such a
bounty nor wert thou conscious of the attainment of such a
gift. Therefore, thou must know the value of these favors with
heart and soul, and offer a hundred thousand thanks with every
breath.
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Since that leaf, drawn nigh unto the Court of the Divine Unity,
hath suffered afflictions beyond human endurance, and physi-
cal weakness hath consequently overtaken her material frame,
thou must constantly provide means for her joy and gladness,
that she may find at least some measure of solace and her heart-
felt grief may be somewhat alleviated. By God! To gladden
her heart is to bring joy to the hearts of the Concourse of the
All-Glorious, and to comfort her is to comfort the denizens of
the Supreme Concourse.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB03029

To: Unknown, in Isfahan

O thou who hast turned unto God! Thy letter was heard and
thy call was hearkened to. From its pleasing meaning it was
understood to be evidence of attraction and proof of supplica-
tion. Well is it with thee, for thou hast turned to the Abha
Kingdom and reflected upon the greatest signs. Thou hast
held fast to the firm cord and contemplated the manifest light.
Thou hast become the object of the glance of favor and the
manifestation of the spirit of guidance. Therefore, plant firm
thy feet in steadfastness and make thy steps firm in constancy.
Gird up the loins of endeavor and arise to serve the Court of
Oneness, that thy countenance may shine forth in the Con-
course on High, thy lamp may become a light to the gathering
in the realm above, thy star may rise, thy palm tree grow tall,
thy words become distinct, and thy planet luminous.

As to thy perplexity regarding the deeds of some: purify thy
vision and sanctify thy sight. Look to the Creator, not the
creation. Consider the meaning, not the word, that the For-
giver may appear rising and manifest from the horizon of the
All-Merciful. Inevitably there exist sinners and transgressors,
those who fall short both inwardly and outwardly. But this
has no bearing on the Lord of Existence. If a lamp is extin-
guished and darkened, this has no bearing on the brilliant sun
and radiant moon. Keep thy attention and vision fixed upon
the sun, not the atom. Gaze upon the ocean, not the drop.
And the Glory be upon thee.
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You have permission to meet with the ladies and Begum Aqa,

but under the pretext of the Hijaz, and the duration of stay
here shall be according to what wisdom requires.
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AB02891

To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Ishqabad

O thou steadfast and firm servant of the Abha Beauty! Thou
indeed art steadfast in the Cause of God and art an intimate
friend and companion of merciful souls. Thou art spending
thy days in service, and art yielding thy life for the sake of the
deliverance of mankind. Consider with what a bounty thou
art blessed and with what a favor thou art singled out. In the
assembly of the friends thou art a luminous candle, and in the
path of the Blessed Beauty thou art an unshielded sacrifice.

2 Notwithstanding this, the vilifying darts of those who have
gone astray have no effect, and the cruel sword of the enemy
hath no power, for thou art wearing the armor of trust in
God, and thou hast availed thyself of divine preservation and
protection. However much they strive and agitate and seek
to do battle, their efforts are brought to naught. They are
disappointed and hopeless, for the real existence of the friends
of God is safeguarded within the sanctuary of God’s inviolable
protection. Whatever cruelties they inflict affect the body only,
not the soul; they touch the elements, not the mind.

Fach one of the friends of God, in the everlasting Kingdom,
weareth upon his head the crown of eternal sovereignty and
sitteth upon an exalted throne. He counteth the hosts of the
world as naught, and beholdeth the armies of the wicked as
silenced and subdued.

In brief, the purpose is this: the glance of divine favor is turned

toward thee, and the angels nigh unto God are thine helpers.

Be thou assured; place thy trust in Him; seek His aid; cling fast
unto Him; and, with consummate wisdom, continue steadfastly
in service. Thou art accepted and beloved, praised and sought
after. His honor Amin saith that thou art worthy of every
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bounty and deserving of every bestowal. And upon thee be
greeting and praise.

AB02882

To: Muhammad Hasan Aqga Ali Naqgi et al., in Kirman

O servants of the Beauty of Abha! The letter and writing
which you had written to Jenab Siyyid Taqi was read and its
contents understood. You had written about the transgressions
of the wretched Taqi, that like a wicked mule he is obstinate,
unruly, stubborn and skittish, and his successive kicks strike at
the souls of the free-minded. These scorpion-natured, snake-
charactered, serpent-behaving souls - even the government and
people are afflicted by their evil. But they are unaware that
although God the Avenger is patient, He is also jealous. Soon
He will strike such an axe to the root of these oppressors that
the trees of their hopes will be uprooted from their foundation.
Verily thy Lord is ever watchful.

You must trust in God and respond with perfect meekness, pa-
tience, love, kindness and good conduct. If they draw daggers,
you must offer life-giving elixir. If they give deadly poison, you
must bestow pure honey. If they permit arrows and spears, you
must lavish spirit and fragrance. If they inflict wounds to the
heart, you must apply salve and become the remedy of heart
and soul. “Each one acts according to his own manner.” These
are the divine counsels and merciful admonitions.
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To: Baha’is of Kushkbagh, in Kushk Bagh

O divine friends! The reality of contingent existence is pure im-
perfection, while the essence of necessity is absolute perfection.
That is, imperfection is inherent in the essential requirements
of contingent things, while perfection is the reality and essence
of the Lord of Names and Attributes. That is the radiant light,
and this is endless darkness. That is the sovereign of existence,
and this is non-existent and lost.

However, the eternal bounty and merciful manifestation from
the All-Glorious One in the contingent world is constant and
continuous. This means the contingent reality borrows lights
from the Necessary Being, and darkness becomes light, and sa-
tanic qualities become divine virtues. Pure loss becomes true
gain, and the utterly deprived becomes intimate with the All-
Merciful. Imperfection is transformed to perfection, poverty
becomes the manifestation of wealth and beauty, the ugly be-
comes beautiful, and the captive becomes a prince.

This is why in every age the Sun of Truth shines forth and from
the dawning-place of the horizons bestows the light of unity,
so that the human world becomes the dawning-place of divine
lights, and limited and restricted realities become temples of
oneness, and the world of existence puts on a new garment.
The dead are brought to life, the blind see, the deaf hear, and
the mute speak.

The bestowals of the All-Merciful shine forth in the gathering
of humanity and grant eternal bounty, so that human realities
become manifestations of divine perfections, and morals, qual-
ities, thoughts, remembrances, conduct and behavior conform
to the manners and conditions of the Supreme Concourse. And
surely until this Beloved appears, the results of the shining of
the Sun of Truth will not appear in the realm of existence.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02871

To: Baha’is of Manshad

O divine friends! In this moment when I am companion to the
spiritual messenger, a letter arrived from one of the friends of
God to Jinab-i-Siyyid Taqi, and in that letter your names were
mentioned. Jinab-i-Siyyid Taqi brought the aforementioned
letter like an unfurled scroll into the presence of this exile.
When the names of the friends were read, a warmth arose in
soul and conscience, the sea of love surged and cast a wave
from the channel of the tongue onto the shore of these pages,
and when the light of the fire of love shone forth, it guided the
writing of this letter.

O divine friends! Days and ages pass by, and physical life is
full of weakness, and the adornments and attachments of this
world are vain merchandise. Think on drinking from the cup
of joy and gladness, and becoming intoxicated from the chalice
whose mixture is camphor. That cup is divine glad-tidings and
that wine the breaths of the All-Merciful. Sacrifice a hundred
thousand cups for a single drop of that wine and become ready
for the altar of love. Give up your head that you may raise it
like a banner. Scatter your life that you may plant the sapling
of hopes and desires in the garden of the bounty of His Holiness
the Divine Unity.

Reflect and ponder a moment on what Day you were resur-
rected from the grave of heedlessness and gathered beneath
the shade of what manifest standard. By the glory of Baha! If
you but knew, you would hasten dancing and singing, stamp-
ing your feet and clapping your hands in the arena of sacrifice
to the altar of love.

i And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02900

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyanduab

O you who are firm in the Covenant! It has become known that
certain souls who are averse to the Lord and are in secret accord
and discourse with Ahriman begin to whisper secretly and turn
people away from the straight path. They say that after the
Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones,
before the thousand years specified in the Book, it is possible
for a soul - God forbid - to become a partner in His grandeur
and majesty and appear with a more wondrous beauty. God
forbid! This is a mighty calumny, let alone something greater
than that. We take refuge in God! We take refuge in God!
We take refuge in God! These statements spring purely from
ulterior motives and are rejected at the Divine Threshold. And
‘Abdu’l-Baha is disgusted with such persons.

Similarly, prayer and fasting are among the greatest obligations
of this holy Dispensation. If anyone interprets them away or is
negligent, it is absolutely necessary to avoid such souls. Other-
wise, a great weakness will result in the religion of God. The
mighty fortress of God’s Cause must be protected from the ar-
rows of hatred and malice of such persons. Otherwise, the very
foundation of God’s religion will be completely destroyed.

Most certainly, one hundred times certainly, if you detect the
slightest whiff of that word which I am ashamed to mention
and from which I seek refuge in God, you must completely
avoid that person. The Blessed Beauty is disgusted with such
a person, the Exalted One stands apart, and such a one is a
bloodthirsty enemy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Inform all the friends so
they may be on their guard.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said

O servant of the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty! Although for
some time no letter has been sent and no expression of loving
sentiments made, this was due to the press of occupations and
illness which occurred this winter. During these three winter
months fever struck most nights, but there was no opportunity
to lie in bed due to the many tasks. From dawn’s breaking until
four or five at night I was occupied, getting fever at midnight
and sweating at dawn. Now praise be to God it is much better -
some nights the fever does not come, and as spring approaches
it will soon disappear completely.

My purpose in relating this is so you know what has prevented
correspondence, and although there was a slackening in sending
letters, there was constant supplication and entreaty to the
Divine Kingdom that He may preserve and protect the friends
of God from all afflictions in the shelter of His protection...
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AB03019

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Port Said

O exalted and lofty Afnan! Upon you be the glory of God
and His light and His radiance and His grace and His loving-
kindness and His generosity and His benevolence and His favors
and His compassion, and may you be enveloped in all things
by the glances of the eyes of His mercy.

Sorrowful news has arrived in these days, and hearts are trou-
bled and souls are filled with grief and spirits are remorseful, for
the fire of separation has an intense burning and the calamity of
parting brings great sorrow. However, since that gentle spirit
has ascended to the zenith of holy sanctification and that bril-
liant ray has returned to the horizon of sacred oneness, in all
things one must hold fast to the strong and mighty cord of
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patience and be content with the divine decree. Verily, the
patient ones shall be given their reward without measure.

And it is certain that this Afnan of the divine Lote Tree and
this branch of the garden of merciful kindness will not remain
sorrowful and grieved in this calamity. Rather, in thanksgiving
for the good end of that one who ascended unto God, they will
open their tongue and pray:

“My Lord and my Hope! Thou seest me supplicating at the
gate of Thy mercy and beseeching the kingdom of Thy one-
ness that Thou mayest send down upon her whom Thou didst
honor with proximity to Thy House, and didst aid to recognize
Thee, and didst give to drink from the cups of the wine of Thy
love, and didst connect to the tree of Thy divinity - that Thou
mayest shelter her in the protection of Thy supreme mercy and
settle her in the gardens of Thy mighty kindness and immortal-
ize her in the paradise of meeting Thee and admit her among
the company of those who are enraptured in the light of Thy
beauty. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.”
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AB02912

To: Muhammad Isma’il Khalili, in Qazvin

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The letter you wrote to
the traveling friends was noted. It was an eloquent interpreter
of spirit and conscience, and a fluent and articulate expositor
of heart and soul. From its sweet contents we tasted honey
and nectar, and from its wondrous meanings we experienced
the sweetness of sugared phrases. All of it was proof of stead-
fastness and firmness, and every part was evidence of upright-
ness in the Cause of the All-Loving Lord. Such qualities are
befitting of one like you.

2 The friends in the land of Qaf became more steadfast after the
Ascension and made greater progress. This servant is pleased
and delighted with all the friends in the land of Qaf, for they
have no purpose save the good-pleasure of the Blessed Beauty
and seek nothing but the Peerless Beauty. They sacrifice their
lives to exalt the Word of God and are carried away in diffus-
ing the divine fragrances. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no joy or delight
except in the spreading of the lights of the Morn of Oneness,
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and no desire save the radiance and effulgence of the Sun of
Truth. Praise be to God that the friends in the land of Qaf
share in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s servitude at the Sacred Threshold. To-
day there is no greater nearness than this and no more perfect
service than this.

O Isma’il! This ailing heart is pleased with you, and I beseech
God that you may be assisted to render outstanding services
at the Most Exalted Threshold. And upon you be greetings
and praise.

Convey the most wondrous and glorious greetings to his honor
Samandar and his honor Haji Muhammad-Bagqir - firm, stead-
fast and upright, upon both of whom be the Glory of God -
and upon them both be greetings and praise.
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ABO02975

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O herald of the Covenant! The letter which you had written to
Jinab-i-Siyyid Taqi arrived and brought joy and delight. You
had given news of the gathering of the friends during the month
of Ramadan and their engagement in the remembrance of God.
This news had a pleasant effect, for praise be to God, those be-
wildered by the countenance of the Most Glorious Beloved are
in rapture and attraction, and those yearning for the Supreme
Kingdom are in joy and expansion. Every gathering in which
the remembrance of the Beauty of the All-Merciful occurs - its
sweet fragrances perfume the nostrils.

Today the joy of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart lies in the attraction,
detachment, enkindlement and stirring of the hearts of the
friends. With utmost humility, supplication and entreaty, I
beseech His Holiness the Manifest Beauty to make each of His
friends a sign of guidance, that they may become detached
from all else save Him, become manifestations of sanctification
and essences of purification in all perfections in every direction,
be pointed to with fingers of praise on the horizon of existence
like the shining moon, and supplicate day and night at the
Threshold of Oneness that He may strengthen this weak ser-
vant through the power of His servitude. This is the utmost
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of my hope and the ultimate of my purpose and my greatest
entreaty to my Lord.

And upon you be greetings and praise. Convey the Most Glori-
ous, Most Wondrous greetings to Jinab-i-Hakim-Ilahi, Jinab-i-
Aga Muhammad Javad, Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Bagir, Jinab-
i-Haji Aqa Buzurg, Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Isma’il and their
illustrious sons. And upon them be Glory and upon them be
praise.
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AB02980

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Upon
thee be the glory of God, His praise, His favors, His bounty,
His grace, His generosity, His mercy, and His bestowals, in thy
first and thy last.

That which flowed from the pen of the love of God was ob-
served by the eye of longing and was read with perfect attrac-
tion. We opened our tongue in thanksgiving for the favors of
His Most Unified Presence, that He has made His loved ones of
the Manifest Beauty firm and steadfast in His strong and im-
pregnable Cause and established in service to His Cause. His
is the praise, the glory, the bounty, the generosity, the grace,
and the splendor for this great blessing and mighty gift.

By thy life, O thou phoenix of the divine fire kindled in the
Sinaitic Tree! I had no comfort in this great convulsion and
this overwhelming, devastating calamity which shook my pil-
lars and limbs, melted my liver and heart, and obliterated my
being and essence, except through the sweet fragrances wafting
from the hearts of the loved ones of God and the Hands of His
Cause.

Thou knowest well, O fiery phoenix, the intensity of my sepa-
ration, the severity of my burning, my excessive yearning, my
sighing and moaning, the flame of my fire, the clamor of my
heart and the blazing of my fires from this grief which has
crushed my bones and melted my flesh and innards.

5 However, to encourage the loved ones of the All-Merciful to

exalt the Word of God and to inspire His trustees lest the heat
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of their hearts be extinguished by sorrows, I show patience in
my griefs and sorrows and manifest forbearance and tranquility.
Otherwise, by thy life, if thou were to see me thou wouldst not
recognize me due to the severity of my weakness, emaciation
and the dissolution of my strength.

And the glory be upon thee.
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To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Kind Lord! Praise be to Thee for having made Saman-
dar steadfast and caused him to drink from the chalice of the
Covenant. Thou didst grant him such firmness that he re-
garded every unsteady one as more worthless than stone and
clay, and like a mountain of iron he stood firm against every
devil, until Qazvin became a supreme paradise through the
bounty of the Covenant and became a mirror of the highest
heaven. The odor of violation never had any effect and inflam-
matory letters were not circulated.

O Lord! Make those pure souls radiant and raise them from
the depths of dust to the highest degrees of heaven. Make their
hearts gardens of meanings and their souls the paradise of the
All-Merciful. Through the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
make that faithful company victorious and triumphant, and
favor them with abundant grace. Make them verses of unity
and banners of glorification, and day by day increase their
confirmation.

O God! They are Thy scattered flock and that gathering are
Thy familiar ones and kin. Freely bestow endless bounties
and grant hidden favors, so that each one may become a rose-
bush of guidance in this garden of truth, and every soul may
spread sweet fragrances of guidance through the divine breath.
May they loose their tongues in utterance and occupy their
speech with proofs. May they establish conclusive arguments
and demonstrate brilliant evidences. In the Abha Paradise
may they become nightingales of inner meanings, and in the
most exalted gathering may they be the cause of delight and

joy.
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i Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful and the Able. Thou art the
Ruler, the Triumphant, and the Peerless Lord.
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AB02879

To: Aga Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Rasht

1 O Bassar! On the Day of Splendor you opened the eye of insight
and beheld the lights, penetrated the Kingdom of mysteries
and pondered the signs, becoming aware of the hidden truth
and the veiled reality. Though the physical eye was blind, the
heart was like the sun, for every noble gift comes from the
outpourings and victories of the heart, not from the powers of
water and clay.

2 When the sight of His Holiness Jacob became inflamed, his
sense of smell took the place of sight. “Indeed I sense the fra-
grance of Joseph” he declared from a thousand leagues away.
But the bearer of good tidings, lacking insight, could not smell
the fragrance of the garment. Had he illumined the eye of in-
sight with the beauty of Joseph, he surely would have detected
the fragrance of the kind beloved from a thousand leagues
away.

3 Therefore, O peerless man of insight, open your tongue in
praise of the Lord God and give voice to speech. Raise a loud
cry and melody, and like the nightingale at dawn, become in-
timate with song and music.

+ O Bassar, it is time for teaching and the moment for calling
out: “Hasten to the Straight Path! Hasten to the Ancient
Light! Hasten to the Momentous News! Hasten to the All-
Encompassing Ocean! Hasten to the Luminous Full Moon!
Hasten to the Shining Lamp! Hasten to the Most Mighty Way!”
Call all creation with this cry to the Abha Kingdom and bring
them beneath the shade of the Most Great Abha Cycle.

5 This servant, with face pressed to the dust at the Sacred
Threshold, begs confirmation on your behalf and asks God
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to strengthen you with a confirmation that will expand your
breast. Verily He is the Generous Confirmer.
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AB03027

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O exalted branch of the divine Lote-Tree! Prayers are con-
tinually offered at the threshold of the Divine Unity with ut-
most supplication and entreaty that this exalted branch may
be granted growth and development and bestowed with fresh-
ness and grace, so that it may cast its shadow upon that region
and bring forth the fruits of the Tree of Paradise. Verily my
Lord is the Supporter, the Generous, the Merciful.

> The protection and preservation of the Holy House - which is
the point of circumambulation for divine ones and the Kaaba of
spiritual ones - is necessary and obligatory from every direction,
and today there is no greater service at the Sacred Threshold
than this. We must all arise to accomplish this. Therefore,
strive to the extent possible that a property adjacent to the
Holy House may be obtained to serve as residence for its care-
taker and a place for those who circumambulate around that
intended Kaaba.

3 Regarding the house that His Honor Afnan of the Divine Lote-
Tree, Aqa Siyyid Mahdi, may the Glory of God be upon him,
has purchased - if possible and if deemed advisable, in whatever
manner meets with his blessed approval, it would be good for
it to be associated with the Holy House. This would be a
most meritorious deed, for overnight stays in the Holy House
are not permitted under any circumstances. The Holy House
must remain unoccupied.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

5 The intention is that the caretaker should reside in that place,
but the property should remain in the ownership of Aga Siyyid
Mahdi, unless he himself, with the utmost joy and fragrance,
chooses to endow it to the Holy House.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O noble branch of the Divine Lote Tree!

Due to numerous occupations, intensity of tribulations, and
lack of leisure time, the reply was somewhat delayed, which
became a cause of embarrassment. However, the prisoner is
excused. Your letter dated the twenty-second of Safar 1319
was received and its contents were noted. You had written
a detailed account of the justice and fairness of His Majesty
the Victorious King, which became a cause of joy and gladness
and will surely result in the aid and favor of the All-Forgiving
Lord. The fame of this abundant justice will become renowned
throughout ages and cycles. We beseech God that he may be
assisted by unseen hosts and be confirmed in service to His Im-
perial Majesty the Shah - may God perpetuate his sovereignty.
This justice deserves gratitude and this justice-nurturing de-
serves goodwill. Therefore, all the friends must obey and serve
with heart and soul. The divine loved ones must be like heav-
enly sheep, obedient to the Shepherd, and must act with per-
fect patience and forbearance.

You had written about the honor of Shahriyar and Tirandaz-i-
Farsi in circumambulating the revered House. This became a
great cause of joy. Would that I had been with them to attain
a great attainment! The letter of Shahriyar and Tirandaz was
read and became a cause of spirit and fragrance. A reply was
written and is enclosed with this letter - deliver it. Convey
the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the honored
Afnans of the Blessed Tree together with the luminous leaf,
their mother. And upon you be salutations and praise.

GEN.268x
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To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan, in Shiraz

O exalted branch of the Divine Tree!

For some time, in accordance with an all-encompassing wisdom,
we had cut off correspondence with all quarters. Now Jinab-i-
Aqga Mirza Hadi is present and requested this letter be written,
therefore we are compelled to write. Convey the Most Glorious,
Most Wondrous greetings to all the friends and perfume their
nostrils with the divine fragrances.

And say: O divine friends and spiritual loved ones! This is
the time for firmness and steadfastness in God’s Covenant and
Testament, and the moment to hold fast to the mighty cord
of the divine Covenant. For the hosts of doubts are spread
throughout all regions, and the Covenant-breakers are secretly
casting suspicions.

Today the Guardian of the Covenant is none other than the
Blessed Person of the Most Great Name, Who from His Most
Glorious invisible Kingdom crushes those who waver through
His unseen hosts. Day by day every waverer will be cast down
to the lowest hell, while every steadfast one will be assisted
by the company of the angels of the Ever-Living, the Self-
Subsisting.

5 There is one secret waverer in that land who will soon find

himself in evident loss - and this is a promise that will not
prove false - unless he becomes remorseful and repentant and
turns in contrition.

In any case, today the Concourse on High is the protector of
the steadfast ones, and the forces of wrath from the Heaven of
Names are the uprooters and destroyers of the waverers. Soon
you will witness all these souls disappointed and lost in all
regions. And glory be upon all who are firm in God’s Covenant
and His mighty Testament.
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To: Haji Abbas Usku’i, in Tabriz

O longtime friend! Your eloquent letter and profound words
reached the Holy Shrine. Its contents were spiritual meanings
and its import testified to divine attractions.

Today, the cause of joy and gladness in the hearts of the friends
of God is the diffusion of holy fragrances, and the means of
happiness is the breeze from the gardens of the All-Merciful’s
mercy. For mature souls who have attained reason and wis-
dom derive no benefit or portion from children’s games and
toys, nor do they seek contamination. Rather, they partake of
and engage in important undertakings that yield magnificent
results and attend to weighty matters.

Similarly, holy souls who have received a portion of the Sun of
Truth and who move among people with illumined hearts, joy-
ful spirits and radiant faces - their expansion and elation, their
spiritual ecstasy and delight come from the life-giving wine of
divine confirmation and success, enabling them to achieve the
illumination of the human world and manifest the attributes of
the All-Merciful in the gathering of contingent beings, laying
the divine foundation and transforming this dark world into a
heavenly realm through luminous grace.

Your melodious verses, which were like hidden pearls, brought
joy to the grieving heart. And upon you be greetings and
praise.

Regarding the question you had asked - this indeed is a mystery
preserved in the shell of the inevitable decree like a hidden
pearl, and its lights shall shine forth, its effects shall radiate,
and its secrets shall be revealed. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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To: Siyyid Asadullah, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Several letters were sent
to you, and likewise a letter was written to Mirza Yusuf Khan
and permission for presence was granted. Surely some have
arrived by now.

2 You had written about the receptivity of the people of Azer-
baijan. Today receptivity exists in all the atoms of the world.
The universe is in motion and the power of illumination in the
temple of the horizons moves the artery’s vein, but physicians
are needed and farmers are required. I place my hope in the
grace of the Lord that He will raise up souls who will each
guide and educate a region. This is of God’s grace which He
bestoweth on whomsoever He willeth, and God is the possessor
of great bounty.

And assuredly these holy souls will be raised up and these
brilliant stars will rise and these illumined lamps will be lit
and these holy fragrances will waft forth in time and this life-
giving breeze will blow and in the divine gardens these spiritual
flowers will bloom with radiant faces until we see who shall
receive this cup of bounty and upon whose head this crown of
greatest gift shall be placed. This is of God’s grace which He
bestoweth on whomsoever He willeth, and God is the possessor
of great bounty.

Regarding certain souls for whom you had requested letters -
all were written previously and sent, especially for Ghulamrida
Khan and Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Husayn-i-Qumi letters were writ-
ten before and sent. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi the martyr, in Tabriz

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! For some
time no melody from that dove of the garden of faithfulness
has been heard, and no fragrance from that rose-garden of
sincerity has been sensed. And yet we are always in utmost
expectation that joyful events from that direction will arrive
and glad tidings will be heard. For hearts are like gardens,
and good news of the divine friends is like the morning breeze.
Good news is a herald of enkindlement and glad tidings of the
diffusion of sweet fragrances and gentle breezes. If you knew
how precious your thoughts are in this court, you would surely
spread the wings of joy and fly from this realm of a thousand
doors to the nest of the most luminous Kingdom. You would
become so elated and raise such a cry of “O glad tidings! O glad
tidings!” that you would create a commotion in the Supreme
Concourse, set the world ablaze with the fire of the love of God,
and shine bright like a lamp.

In any case, your honor should create excitement in Tabriz and
raise a resurrection there. You should blend milk and honey -
that is, mix the milk of divine knowledge with the honey of the
love of the Merciful Beauty and offer this wondrous spiritual
sustenance to all, so that region and land may become, through
the bounties of the Lord, a rose garden of unity and a tulip
field of knowledge.

His Highness the Crown Prince, cradle of justice, praise be to
God, is like a kind father to all his subjects. Know the value
of this blessing and constantly pray for his support from the
Court of Divine Unity.

And upon you be glory.
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To: Shamakhi, Ali et al., in Tiflis

O my spiritually-minded friends whom I dearly cherish! My
true friend Haji Ali Muhammad, descendant of Ahmad, has
written a letter mentioning your names. Upon hearing those
blessed names mentioned in the letter, my heart was filled with
joy, my soul with delight, and my spirit with fragrant gladness.
What blessed names these were that intoxicated my spirit and
body with longing and yearning, and made my heart drunk
with the wine of love in the tavern of effulgencel!

Behold what bounty this is, what favor, what grace and gift,
that while we are physically scattered and dispersed through-
out the world as a fragmented group, spiritually we are gath-
ered in the assembly of fellowship, immersed in conscious feel-
ings, made manifest to the splendor of truth, and enabled to
achieve spiritual intimacy and heartfelt association.

May my Lord assist and confirm spiritual souls such as your-
selves - who are enchanted by the Beauty of the One, scattered
by the curling locks of the Divine Beloved, and yearning for the
luminous Countenance - in attaining every gift and guidance.
Amin, O Lord of the Worlds!
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AB12243

To: Aga Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn, in Tihran

My God, my God! Thou knowest and seest how the waves
of tribulation surge one after another upon Abdul-Baha, how
the fire of faithfulness hath been kindled and the flames of es-
trangement blaze forth, how tribes and peoples have assailed
him, how hearts are constricted and afflictions intensified, how
the most violent tempests blow with utmost fury. Yet Thy
servant, standing alone, Thou hast strengthened with stead-
fastness like an impregnable fortress of steel that feareth not
the severest clash. He withstandeth the people of the Torah
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with Thy clear verses, confronteth the people of the Gospel
through the confirmation of Thy glorious Kingdom, and faceth
the onslaught of the people of the Furqan through Thy help
and protection, O Merciful One. He is the target of piercing
arrows from the people of the Bayan, bearing pointed spears
and drawn swords, aimed arrows and strung bows from ev-
ery attacker, detractor, accuser and critic among nations near
and far, while he remaineth secluded at the threshold of Thy
lofty servitude and prostrate in the courtyard of Thy glorious
oneness.

He saith: “Lord, Lord! Strengthen Thy servant Abdul-Husayn,
who is bound in servitude to Thy Most Great Name, to serve
Thy Cause and hasten to the field of sacrifice through Thy
help and favor, to proclaim Thy Covenant among all people,
to propagate Thy Cause in all regions, and to spread the sweet
fragrances of Thy holy gardens throughout all lands. O Lord!
Expand his breast through the lights of sanctity, illumine his
sight with beholding the signs of Thy unity, strengthen his
back in service to Thy glorious Cause. Make him a penetrating
arrow to pierce the breasts of the perplexed, a piercing spear
for the hearts of the wavering, a blazing meteor to strike down
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To: Bagiruf, Nasrullah et al., in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, &b !

Although I have not written to you, I have constantly kept the
cherished faces of the friends in mind, and at every moment I
have humbly supplicated the Kingdom of God and sought the
aid and grace of the All-Merciful Lord.

Praise be to God that divine confirmations have arrived from
every direction, the breeze of grace has wafted, and powerful
assistance and protection from the Glorious Lord has encom-
passed all, such that your respected brother Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Nasru’llah and you have arisen to serve the Cause.
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And Jinab-i-Amin has mentioned the details with clear proof,
including the assistance to the martyrs of Yazd and the assis-
tance to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and the righteous deeds and
abundant good works - all of these have been accepted at the
Threshold of Unity, and the Lord has honored you with His
name that you might be enabled to perform these services.

Therefore give thanks to the Peerless Beloved that He has dis-
tinguished you with such a great bounty and beautiful grace.
Thus, ever be a wanderer in His path, enthralled by His coun-
tenance, disheveled by His love, and thirsting for the stream of
His affection. May you be assisted and confirmed, and become
a cause of the glory of God’s Cause among the people.

The gaze of grace and favors of the Blessed Beauty has encom-
passed that household and will continue upon that family. I
hope that the effects of this bounty will shine forth and be
evident from the horizon of existence forever like a brilliant
star.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB02903

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Jinab-i-Amin hath so praised
that steadfast and upright person that every hearer becometh
enamored of thy character. The praise of Jinab-i-Amin is heart-
warming, for he hath no purpose save the expression of truth,
and seeketh no object save service to the Sacred Threshold. He
is without prejudice or malady; whatsoever he saith is assured
and established. He ever offereth praise and glorification for
all the friends, both men and women, that praise be to God,
they are firm, steadfast and devoted servants.

Jinab-i-Amin’s purpose is to make thee as impecunious as him-
self and release thee from all further consideration of loss or
gain! Nothing daunted, do thou become his associate and com-
panion that thou mayest attain to this destitute and penniless
condition; for he hath a treasure that sufficeth him, notwith-
standing that he is free from all attachment to this vain and
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empty world. If he exerteth effort, it is prompted by naught
but the hope of service, and if he undertaketh any business, it
is inspired solely by the thought of worship. Therefore, be thou
his helper and companion, though thou shouldst lose thereby
thy bed and carpet! And in his absence thou art appointed in
his stead, to take his place and to devote thyself to service, for
thou art trusted of the trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

As for the thousand pounds that ye had sent for the purchase
of land, it was not deemed advisable, as land in Haifa doth
not at present yield a livelihood. We have therefore set aside
this sum until we receive further word from you, and bonds
of the Land Bank in Egypt shall be purchased. Previously
also, regarding the investigation of whatsoever is your wish, a
response was written. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB02873

To: Masumih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! We have heard that from the hand
of the cupbearer of the divine decree thou hast quaffed several
draughts of the utmost bitterness, and tasted the deadly poison
of calamity, the colocynth of hardship, and the gall of numbing
loss.

Since whatsoever descendeth from the heaven of destiny is
based upon the wisdom of the omniscient Lord and every
painful occurrence is connected to an invisible law, cry and
lament no more, neither be fearful or dismayed. Rather be
content with what God hath ordained and submit to the
decree of the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

This mortal existence will, sooner or later, end in nonexistence;
and this edifice’s foundation will crumble, whether today or
tomorrow. Be not grieved and sorrowful, and do not entreat
and lament. Therefore, as much as thou art able, bind thy
heart to God and come forth holding to the cord of His love,
that thou mayest discern in every affliction the consolation of
the heart, and in every tribulation the delight of the soul.
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Thou shouldst not regard anything as lost; nay, rather thou
shouldst behold the light of the eyes existing, albeit in an-
other world, a heavenly realm full of splendor and glory. Thou
shouldst perceive the nightingale singing in that rose garden,
and the dove of holiness abiding in the gardens of that world.
Thou shouldst see the birds of God soaring in the paradise
of the All-Merciful, and find the gazelles of the land of unity
grazing in the fields of bounty.

If they have been delivered from this cage and snare, be not
crushed thereby. Ere long thou shalt be present before the
throne of the generous Lord, and thou shalt bear witness in
the kingdom of the Almighty.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran
O servant of the True One! G fody (&l

At this moment when the courier is in great haste and this
servant is busy writing, there are two letters from you present.
God willing, you are assisted and confirmed in what is needed
and proper today, which is bringing about reconciliation
among the friends and unity among the companions and
harmony among the loved ones and fellowship among the
chosen ones. For from the discord of the steadfast ones, the
Covenant-breakers are in ecstasy and filled with joy and
delight, while the promotion of God’s Cause and exaltation of
God’s Word is suspended and delayed.

O old friend, exercise the utmost vigilance that no discord
arises between any two souls, for this leads to one becoming
a Covenant-breaker. And if any slight ill-feeling develops be-
tween two people, strive with all your soul to quickly reconcile
them. If ill-feeling occurs during the day, do not let it reach
nightfall, for at night a breach develops in the heart.
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We have the utmost trust in you that you will exert your max-
imum effort in this regard, so that God willing this coldness
among the friends in Tehran will be completely eliminated and
you will have rendered this service to God’s Cause. This is the
work that matters, for it is of utmost importance.

As soon as
discord arises, either maintain silence or ask questions. Argu-
ment, disputation and conflict between friends is forbidden -
indeed it is more bitter than the venom of a serpent.

And the Glory be upon you, and I beseech God to assist you in
reconciling differences between the loved ones of God. ‘Abbas.
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AB02931

To: Muhammad Rida Khan et al., in Tihran

O two faithful servants at the threshold of the One, when the
Sun of Reality dawned from the morn of oneness upon the hori-
zons, those with sight became filled with ecstasy and joy, and
gathered beneath the unfurled standard, raising cries of delight
and glad tidings. Praise be to God that the night of separa-
tion has ended and the dawn of union has broken! The Hidden
Beloved has become manifest and the Beauty of the horizons
has revealed His countenance. The Joseph of the All-Merciful
has become renowned in the marketplace and the Beauty of
the All-Merciful has become the witness of the gathering of
the horizons. But the blind were forbidden, deprived, subdued,
and veiled, crying out “Where is the rising sun?”

The Truth— it has come, and bright has it shined,

Alas, it has come to the city of the blind!

In any case, an earthquake has struck Iran and in these days tu-
mult has arisen in all regions. Therefore throughout the earth
there is commotion at the appearance of the manifest Light,
and the world of creation is in motion and vibration. Despite
this, the heedless ones of Iran have not yet awakened and have
not lifted their heads from the pillow of ignorance. Therefore
make an effort that they may come to their senses from their
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unconsciousness, may hear the melody of the Most Glorious
Kingdom, may be delivered from silence, and may engage in
praise and glorification and sanctification of the Incomparable
Lord. Give thanks to God that you have found such a precious
jewel, have turned away from all else but the Truth, and have
recognized the Promised Beauty. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB02961

To: Ali Khan Mirpanj, in Vienna

O thou who art afflicted with a hundred thousand difficulties!
God made thee a wanderer from Tehran to Vienna that thou
mayest taste the bitterness of exile and experience the toxicity
of the tribulations that befell this servant, so that thou mayest
know the value of well-being in Tehran and remember the com-
fort of Shimran and consider Iran as the paradise of heart and
soul.

Exile from one direction, and anguish from another direction,
and empty pockets from one direction, and creditors from every
direction, and pursuit by financial officers from one direction,
and non-receipt of salary from one direction, and no response
from the leaders of Tehran from one direction.

In any case, it matters not - thou art my partner and compan-
ion and associate. Soon hardship will be transformed into ease
and difficulty into facility. Grieve not, I am thy sympathizer.
Thou art my friend and my companion. In truth, I am always
with thee and before thee, as I have never forgotten thee for a
moment and never will.

But thou wilt say, “Why dost thou not come to my aid and
think not of any solution for me?” This is my answer to thee:
Thou must taste these blows and experience these bitter things
so that when thou attainest to authority [and takest the reins
of] affairs in hand, thou wilt know how much difficulty and
hardship befalls the helpless ones when their allowance and
salary are delayed, and what afflictions they face. Then thou
wilt show mercy and quickly remedy their pain and bring order
to affairs.
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5 And upon thee be glory.
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AB03018

To: Mrs G R Du Val, in Washington, DC

O thou who gazest upon the eternal light in the spiritual
world!...

As to the verses which thou didst ask about from the Gospel of
Luke, know thou that Christ was the Jonah of His age and the
whale is this world. Whosoever entereth the belly of the whale
perisheth eternally, but Christ entered the belly of this whale
as did Jonah and emerged alive, eternal in might and majesty.
Then He said that Jonah’s deliverance and preservation in the
whale’s belly - that is, the whale of contingent existence - and
his life after emerging therefrom was a manifest sign to the
people of Nineveh. Likewise Christ was not harmed by the
whale’s belly and emerged from it alive and abiding. This is the
mighty sign and consummate wisdom and conclusive proof for
this wayward generation that is heedless of the remembrance
of God.

Then He said that the Queen of the South came from the ut-
termost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and
behold, a greater than Solomon is here: My light shall shine
forth, My fragrances shall waft abroad, My breezes shall pass
by, and My life-giving spirit shall influence the horizons. The
queens of the earth shall all come to the seat of My King-
dom that they may hear My consummate wisdom and My
perfect mysteries and the realities and meanings deposited in
the Tablets of God. This is a brief explanation; ponder thou
upon it that the doors of inner meanings may be opened unto
thee and thou mayest become acquainted with its details, for
the pages are too limited to contain these endless mysteries.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Tagi Afnan, in Yazd

My God, my God! I commune with Thee with the tongue
of supplication, humbled, broken, clinging to the cord of
lowliness and contrition, submissive and humble before Thy
grandeur, Thy sovereignty and Thy lordship, O Mighty One,
O All-Forgiving!

I seek Thy forgiveness, O my God, for my sins and transgres-
sions which have brought me shame and weighed heavily upon
me and preoccupied me from annihilation at the threshold of
Thy oneness, and prevented me from ascending to the kingdom
of witness, and veiled me from beholding Thy greatest signs in
the realm of existence, and came between me and the contem-
plation of Thy holy lights which have illumined all regions and
by which signs have spread and become widely known, and
have blocked my nostrils from inhaling the fragrances of Thy
sanctity which have perfumed all quarters and by which hearts
and spirits have been revived.

O Lord! I am immersed in the seas of heedlessness and error -
have I any deliverer besides Thee? And I have fallen into the
pit of abasement and extinction - have I any succourer besides
Thee? And I am afflicted and eyes are covered with the veil of
transgression - have I any remover besides Thee?

By Thy glory, the horizons have grown narrow - save me
through Thy grace and favor, O Great in faithfulness! The
darkness of troubles has intensified - rescue me and raise me
to the vicinity of Thy greatest mercy, and guard me with the
hosts of Thy protection, O Possessor of supreme mercy! And
shield me from the arrows of the people of doubts aimed at
me from all directions, that I may find rest at the gate of Thy
oneness in Thy most glorious kingdom and receive sustenance
from the banquets of meeting.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Bestower.
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AB02991

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Yazdi (Varga), in Zanjan

O leaf of the paradise of the people of Baha! What has hap- & .2 ar sl ol renp By 6‘ 1

pened that for some time you have made your nest and abode in
the nest of silence, and have ceased from your cultured melody
and your songs and anthems? Has it slipped from your honor’s
mind that this is the time for crying out, not silence, and the
moment for the call of the invisible herald and angel, not quiet
repose in the corner of sluggishness?

In any case, open your throat and begin the Hijaz mode and
Iraqi melody so that the unconscious may become conscious,
and the birds of the meadow may cry out, and the heedless may
awaken from rabbit-sleep and sell their donkey-ears and seek
hearing from the divine realm and merciful powers, that they
may find worthiness to hear the melody of the nightingales of
the divine gardens and gain the capacity for joy and delight in
this merciful paradise.

There are some people who are moved to delight by the call
of the angel, and some by the cry of the rooster. One group
is stirred by the screech of the eagle, and another by the caw
of the raven and the croak of the crow. Some are moved to
excitement by the songs of meadow birds, others by the voice
of the jackdaw and magpie. Now you begin the divine melody
and engage in praise and glorification of the Merciful Lord.
Surely ears will be found that were created from the element
of spirit and brought into being from the wondrous natures of
the abundant realms.

A short while before this, a detailed letter was sent. God
willing, it has arrived by now. Your honor’s meaningful and
elegant verses were very well received.
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AB02922

To: Baha’is of Khayrul Qura, in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)

O ye steadfast ones! O ye firm ones! May Khayru’l-Qura be-
come, God willing, the mother of cities, that is to say, may it
become the center for the dissemination of the lights of truth
and may the divine teachings be spread to all regions and dis-
tricts. May the Word of God be raised up and may the sea of
God’s Cause surge through the breezes of celestial bounty. If
the friends of God gird up their loins and open wide the gates
of teaching, and walk in the way and path of truth, assuredly
will this bounty be achieved, these lights will shine forth, this
breeze will blow, this divine fire will blaze up, and these life-
giving breezes will waft.

O friends of God! The bounties of the Blessed Beauty are
like unto the sun, and souls are like receptive surfaces and
benefiting crystals. The more refined these mirrors become,
and the more they are cleansed from the rust of heedlessness
and human desires and satanic qualities, the more will they
reflect. The light of truth will shine forth and the rays of
divine mercy will radiate, and the darkness of error will be
dispelled and destroyed.

O friends of God! Consider this time a prize and let not this
opportunity slip from your grasp. These bounties will not al-
ways be at hand, and this overflowing cup of divine grace will
not remain full forever. While life remains, become seekers of
truth, and while existence endures, tread the path of salvation.
In these days it is fitting and worthy that each one of you be-
come a sign of manifest light and a banner of mercy to all the
worlds. “Such is the bounty of God; He bestoweth it upon
whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Lord of great bounty.”

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Unknown, in Iran

Praise be unto thee, O God, and glory be unto thee, O my
Lord, for thou hast sent from among thy servants those whose
consciences became clear; whose countenances were beautified;
who flourished outwardly; became inwardly purified; whose
faces became illumined; whose stars shone; whose hearts re-
joiced; whose sorrows vanished; whose breasts dilated—when
they heard the call of the Covenant.

They witnessed the signs of harmony; saw the light of dawn
and responded to the Orb of the Horizons. Their faces radi-
ated with the light of bounties and their tongues delighted in
the mention of the Lord of great bestowals. They spoke with
praise; were illumined with the light of guidance and became
ignited with the blazing fire of the Tree of Sinai. They became
firm in the Ancient Covenant; walked in the straight path; took
hold of the mighty rope; turned to the manifest horizon and
followed in the steps of the greatly refined. They gathered in
the assembly of glory, in thy name, the Merciful, the Com-
passionate. They consulted concerning the mighty Testament;
agreed upon the right decision and were confirmed with a new
spirit. Their breasts were dilated through the reading of the
mighty Covenant. They wrote the evident book which speaks
of firmness and indicates steadfastness. They held fast to the
strong and unbreakable support and grasped the hem of the
Garment of Grandeur.

O Lord, illumine their faces in the Kingdom of Abha; incline
their ears to the voice of commendation from the Supreme
Concourse; make them great signs of thee; ordain for them the
best of this world and the world to come; elevate their stations
to the sublime canopy. Give them a truthful tongue among
the people of the world and usher them into the paradise of
thy meeting after they ascend to the Supreme Companion.

Verily, thou art the Omnipotent in whatsoever thou desirest
and verily thou art the Pure Almighty.

SW__vO8#17 p.224
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AB02878

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! All your letters from ‘Ishqabad
and Baku were received. The settlement of affairs and payment
of the debts of the honored Afnan brought the utmost gladness
and delight. This is service to the Cause of God. Therefore
give thanks to the incomparable Lord that you have been and
continue to be assisted in rendering such diverse services. This
is because you have no will of your own and are effaced in
benevolent intentions.

The characteristics and qualities you described regarding the
beloved friends in ‘Ishqabad are all accurate. In truth, the
friends in ‘Ishqabad are firm in the Covenant and steadfast
in times of test. Tests do not cause them to waver; rather,
they increase in firmness and steadfastness. Therefore this
storm of tests will surely subside and profits will return again.
Temporary losses are not important, for blessings will show
their face again.

Several times this difficult knot was untied through supplica-
tion and prayer in the Holy Shrine. The friends had pledged
not to be excessive in purchases again and to conduct busi-
ness with moderation, but they fell somewhat short in their
promise and made abundant purchases. Therefore these dif-
ficulties arose. Again they will gradually be resolved and an-
other day of commerce will come.

His honor Shaykh Muhammad-‘Ali is truly self-sacrificing.
Whatever praise you offer about him is deserved. He is
confirmed and assisted. Convey to all the friends the Most
Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings.

The promissory note that the honored Afnan Mirza Mahmud
gave you to pay upon demand - deliver that note to him per-
sonally.
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AB03047

Visitation prayer for Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh Husayn Mu’tamidu’sh-Shari’ih

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

May greetings of mercy and good-pleasure be upon your ra- % Je ol ,,4:3\ i~ )\ ] u> Nt

diant dust, your white spot, your purified grave and your il-
lumined tomb, O namesake of Glory, concealed in devotion,
manifest in faithfulness, trusted one of the chosen ones, pil-
lar of the pious ones, exemplar of martyrs and support of the
people of sacrifice.

O you who shed your blood in the path of God and sacrificed
yourself in the love of God, and whose body was cut piece by
piece out of passionate love for the Glory - may my spirit be
sacrificed for you, O remover of veils and life of the hearts of
the loved ones.

I bear witness that you endured every affliction and bore every
cruelty, and remained patient through the supreme calamity
and showed fortitude in the greatest catastrophe. No one heard
from you any sound, whisper, moaning or outcry when your
limbs were being severed by the spears and blades of the people
of hatred. Rather, you were supplicating to your Most Exalted
Lord and imploring the Most Glorious Kingdom, rejoicing in
the overflowing cup of the wine of guidance, and happy and
delighted with what you attained in the path of your Most
Exalted Lord.

O beloved of hearts, physician of spirits, tender of heart, inter-
cessor for those who killed him from among the evil ones, at
the Most Great Threshold at the time of sacrifice in the court
of mercy and supreme forgiveness - this is your exemplary way,
your most exalted example, and your life-giving attribute.

Truly you are worthy of prayer, truly you are worthy of praise,
and upon you be grace and glory in the Paradise of eternity,
the gathering place of the manifestation of the Lord of the
Most Beautiful Names.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI) AB12242
AB03008

To: Afrukhtih, Yunis et al.

O spiritual friends! Ay OLL !

> Praise be to God, the divine candle in the heavenly gathering
outshines the sun of the ethereal sphere, and the radiance of the
Lord’s favors is like the luminous sun. The Eternal Cupbearer
in the divine feast offers the wine of the Covenant, and the
veiled Beloved from the hidden realm manifests His effulgent
splendor.

The cup of truth is overflowing and the melody of the nightin-
gale of the Supreme Concourse matches the song of the musi-
cians. The birds of the rose garden and meadow raise a new
strain at every moment, and with every breath a life-giving
melody from the birds of the garden reaches the ears of every
mindful one - the song of glorification and sanctification, and
the melody of unity and praise that reaches the Abha Kingdom
and brings the Supreme Concourse to delight and rapture, joy
and ecstasy.

For the song of the birds of this meadow is “Glory be to my
Lord, the Most Glorious” and their melody and tune proclaim
servitude at the sacred threshold of His Supreme Majesty.
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AB12242

To: Aqa Azizullah et al.

O two bright candles of the love of God!

Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn has offered praise beyond description of
these two exalted souls, that praise be to God, they are two
bright candles in the night-chamber of inner meanings, and
two cypress trees in the spiritual rose garden, and nightingales
of sweet song in the garden of the love of God, and two incom-
parable eloquent speakers in the spiritual gathering.

In any case, from his praise and eulogy it became clear that the
friends in Zavarih, Ardistan, Kashah, Tarq, Tar, Qamsar and
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AB11856

Jushagan have found new life, and the friends in those regions
have attained the utmost rapture and attraction. They are
lovers of the Countenance of Truth and yearning ones for the
presence of the Most Holy One. They are enchanted and dis-
tracted, they are intoxicated with the wine of the All-Merciful
and captivated by the perfumed locks of the Heavenly Beloved.

From this news joy was obtained, and from these glad-tidings
spiritual delight and expansion entered into the hearts of the
friends. Therefore with utmost joy we offer congratulations for
this happiness and gladness, and we beseech God that moment
by moment this great bounty may increase and this mighty gift
may be multiplied.

May He bring the friends into such a state of attraction that
heart and soul take flight, and consciousness becomes intimate
with mystery, and the light of truth spreads with utmost speed,
and the anthem of the Concourse on High is raised, and words
of praise reach from the Most Glorious Kingdom, and the
melody of “O Glory of the Most Glorious” encompasses the
world.

i And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11856

To: Mirza Ali Sayyah Maraghihi

O friend of the Master! If T speak of the yearning of heart and
soul, wailing and lamentation would arise from water and clay.
Yet whatever that Beloved does is sweet.

A hundred thanks that the firm handle of heartfelt affection
is strong, and the eye of the spirit gazes and is turned day
and night. The mention of those true friends is the candle of
the gathering of friends. Not a moment passes but you are
remembered in heart and soul, and not an instant goes by but
you are renowned in the court of the Beloved. What more do
you want and what more do you seek? From the station of the
oneness of the Divine Essence you have attained to the oneness
of the attributes of majesty, perfection and beauty.

Twelve days ago a letter was sent with details about the travel-
ers. Its receipt is unknown. Likewise two or three letters before
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AB03053

that, from which also no news was received. Henceforth if you
send a letter, write on the envelope “To be received by Abbas
Effendi” and place it in a second envelope on which write “To
be received by His Honor Khalil Effendi, the customs official
of Akka, from the customs of Haifa.” For Ahmad Bey the
customs official of Haifa has been dismissed. Be sure to send
letters without delay, but in the letters do not write any word
that could cause harm or indicate this community. If details of
conditions are not received, no harm is done. Ask about news
from the travelers.

His honor Aga Muhammad Ali Yazdi with perfect love men-
tions the new and most glorious greeting, and likewise all the
other friends collectively.
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AB03053

To: Mirza Styyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama

O thou spirit who art cheered by the holy fragrances wafting
from the divine gardens of the Most Glorious Kingdom and
Supreme Paradise! Upon thee be the glory of thy Lord in the
first and last!

2 I have read with utmost joy what thou didst inscribe upon

the pages of expression, containing the gifts of thy Merciful
Lord regarding human reality. I have contemplated its won-
drous meanings, truths and foundations, and behold, it was
like scattered pearls upon an unfurled parchment and glitter-
ing jewels emerged from the ocean of knowledge and the mine
of thy Merciful Lord’s remembrance.

The sea of my love surged and the ocean of my heart was
stirred, taking from my hand the reins of will and gaining con-
trol over my guidance, causing my pen and ink to flow in praise
of one who has captured my heart and expanded my breast
through his extinction in the love of his Beloved, his attraction
to the fragrances of his Goal, his steadfastness in the path of
his Worshipped One, his firmness and rootedness in the Cause
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AB02866

of his Adored One, his clinging to the covenant and promises
of his Lord, and his holding fast to the hem of His praised
station.

Blessed art thou, again blessed art thou! Good news to thee,
again good news to thee, for this gift by which thy face shines
in the kingdom of thy Loving Lord and by which thou dost
glory among the concourse of the unseen and the parties of
witnesses!

Soon shalt thou see for this supreme steadfastness effects
spreading in the highest horizon and glories adorning the
dawn of sublimity, and the people of the pavilions of eternity
in the Most Glorious Concourse shall pray for thee. So glory
be to my Most Exalted Lord!

Convey my greetings to the loved ones of God and His cho-
sen ones whose feet did not slip in the great earthquake and
supreme calamity, who remained firm and thus grew in the gar-
dens of the supreme gift and the verdant groves of providence.
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AB02866

To: Mulla Muhammad Ali Muallim

O Lord, my God and my Haven in my distress! My Shield
and my Shelter in my woes! My Asylum and Refuge in time
of need and in my loneliness my Companion! In my anguish
my Solace, and in my solitude a loving Friend! The Remover
of the pangs of my sorrows and the Pardoner of my sins!

Wholly unto Thee do I turn, fervently imploring Thee with all
my heart, my mind and my tongue, to shield me from all that
runs counter to Thy will in this, the cycle of Thy divine unity,
and to cleanse me of all defilement that will hinder me from
seeking, stainless and unsullied, the shade of the tree of Thy
grace.

Have mercy, O Lord, on the feeble, make whole the sick, and
quench the burning thirst.

Gladden the bosom wherein the fire of Thy love doth smolder,
and set it aglow with the flame of Thy celestial love and spirit.
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Robe the tabernacles of divine unity with the vesture of holi-
ness, and set upon my head the crown of Thy favor.

Illumine my face with the radiance of the orb of Thy bounty,
and graciously aid me in ministering at Thy holy threshold.

Make my heart overflow with love for Thy creatures and grant
that T may become the sign of Thy mercy, the token of Thy
grace, the promoter of concord amongst Thy loved ones, de-
voted unto Thee, uttering Thy commemoration and forgetful
of self but ever mindful of what is Thine.

O God, my God! Stay not from me the gentle gales of Thy
pardon and grace, and deprive me not of the wellsprings of
Thine aid and favor.

‘Neath the shade of Thy protecting wings let me nestle, and
cast upon me the glance of Thine all-protecting eye.

Loose my tongue to laud Thy name amidst Thy people, that
my voice may be raised in great assemblies and from my lips
may stream the flood of Thy praise.

Thou art, in all truth, the Gracious, the Glorified, the Mighty,
the Omnipotent.

BPRY.132-133
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AB02913

To: Siyyid Nasrullah Khatib

O you who are firm in the Covenant! The letter which you
had written to Hadrat-i-Haydar-Qabli-‘Ali was noted. A sweet
fragrance was inhaled from the gardens of its meanings, which
indicated spiritual conditions and told of divine intentions.

What you had written - before this servant’s plea - had been
beseeched at the Threshold of Oneness, that through His grace
and favor He would immerse this servant and all the heavenly
friends in the ocean of endless favors and pardoning, and would
cause the darkness of disobedience to vanish through the light
of forgiveness. May the luminous dawn of divine mercy break,
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and may the rays of the Sun of Reality shine forth from the
horizon of favor.

From the abundant aid and bounty of the Forgiving Lord, I
hope that in all matters you will be assisted by divine confir-
mations and heavenly success, and that through the manifesta-
tions of the Lord of Bounty you will become the dawning-place
of the glorious favors of the Goal of the worlds.

Spread out a feast of bounty and arrange a banquet of love for
the King of Oneness. Pass around a cup of mystical knowledge
so that the seekers of the Friend’s face become intoxicated with
the pure wine and seek the ecstasy of attaining the Most Glo-
rious Beloved from cups whose mixture is of camphor. May
mouths become sweetened with the honey of the love of God,
and may cups become colored with the wine of the knowledge
of God. May eternal bounty become universal, and may wit-
nessed unity culminate in existential uniqueness, and may the
fruit of essential unity become manifest and evident.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

§ polsdeal psie 0y e sl 5 0 )
il olady s b e J;;j ol K
e Ol Oy @ U Gl S

s OLLE s e * 4 il

et ) s AR S ) bl
M o Gl s bl Codel Olll
Coant i Canyd 53y O 8§ a0 e
5 Lg(.\fl; Do s A;;f;,@la LgL‘,\o
R S T T 3 LP-‘/ oK
Al b ae fosly Lols :;f s b
g 3 335 G M b s 3ph oK)
Py 255 oy A (gt SOy

»fﬁLJ,aw A;L,a\ O g

3 dd) Se

MKT?9.10¢

AB03039

To: Wife of Nabil-i-Akbar

O my Lord, my Hope, my Forgiver, my Pardoner, Knower of
the unseen, Concealer of faults, Remover of sorrows! This is
a leaf from the leaves of the Tree of Affirmation and a hand-
maiden from among Thy faithful, assured maidservants. She
was related to that illustrious man who sacrificed his essence,
spirit, body, and all he possessed and bore in Thy path, who
diffused Thy fragrances, proclaimed Thy proofs and evidence,
established Thy testimony, prepared Thy way, endured every
abasement in Thy love, and suffered every calamity in Thy
Cause. He forsook prominence in the assemblies of the mor-
tal realm, as his breast was dilated by the verses of the divine
realm. He chose the rank of sandal-bearers in humility, sincer-
ity and submissiveness, yearning for the most exalted station
in the Supreme Companion.

O my Lord! This is a handmaiden intoxicated by the wine of
Thy love, whose heart was revived by the breeze from the gar-
dens of Thy oneness, who was made to sway by the fragrant
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musk of Thy bounty, and who endured trials, afflictions, hard-
ships and distress out of love for Thy beauty and longing to
meet Thee. O my Lord! Draw her near to the seat of truth,
admit her into the gardens of Thy forgiveness, shade her be-
neath the tree of Thy mercy, honor her dwelling place, make
excellent her abode, and glorify her in the Paradise of Meeting,
where she may enjoy the greatest desires and be adorned with
brilliant lights from Thy most glorious Kingdom. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Supporter, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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To: Zayn, Nuriddin et al.

Praise be to God, Who hath caused the oceans of joy to surge
with the breezes of blissful love on this celebrated day through
the union of one of His handmaids who hath believed in Him
and His signs with one of His servants who hath fulfilled his
pledge to His Covenant and Testament. Thus have they be-
come two tokens of His love, two flames ignited by the fire
of attraction to His Beauty, two words from the book of His
signs, two trees of the garden of His lights, and two stars in
the horizon of His recognition.

Hallowed and brilliant salutations be upon the Focal Point of
love and faithfulness, the Axis of the sphere of ecstasy and fer-
vor for the Beauty of Baha, the Sun on the horizon of devotion,
and the Daystar at the zenith of ardor and desire-Him Whose
vitals were set aflame with the fire of love, burning and blaz-
ing intensely; Who is manifest through the lights of the words
“He shall love Him and they shall love Him” shining in the
hearts of His chosen ones; Whose soul was drawn to the arena
of sacrifice; Whose blood was sprinkled upon the dust of the
earth; and Whose limbs were rent by the bullets of the malevo-
lent in His adoration for the Abha Beauty—and also upon those
who are associated with Him, who tread His Open and Radi-
ant Road, who walk in His Perfect Way, and who follow His
Luminous Path.

O my God, O my God! These two enraptured souls have em-
braced in the stronghold of chastity and purity beneath the
shade of Thy divine Lote-Tree. They have been wedded in the
bridal chamber of the Most Great Prison through Thy bounty,
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which Thou hast reserved for whomsoever Thou willest in Thy
most exalted Paradise. They have grown so united as to be-
come a single soul through the bonds of oneness under all cir-
cumstances and conditions. And he hath thus come to dwell
with her.

O Lord! Make firm their feet in Thy most great love,
strengthen the ties of affection between them through the
Sure Handle in Thine impregnable refuge, and send down
upon them blessings from Thy side. Raise up through them
descendants who will serve at Thy sacred and resplendent
Threshold, who will make mention of Thee in the most exalted
assemblage, who will worship Thee in the morn and the
daytime, and who will supplicate Thee at dawn and eventide.
Thou art, in truth, the Almighty, the Giver, the Munificent,
the Generous, the Abundant Bestower.

ADMS#320

AB03024

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Khal-i Akbar

O illustrious branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! Some time ago a
letter of condolence was written and sent regarding the branch
of the Blessed Tree. It is hoped that through the grace and gifts
of the Glorious Lord, consolation in this great calamity will be
obtained through the holy breaths from the Abha Kingdom,
and may such spiritual fragrances from the root of the Blessed
Tree so perfume the nostrils of that illustrious branch that this
separation will not come to mind. Soon, through the grace
and bounty of the Sovereign of existence, we shall all gather in
that extended shade and praiseworthy station, and in the Abha
Kingdom and supreme horizon and the Garden of immortality,
we shall meet in the presence of the King of Names - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones.

My Lord! Hasten the day of meeting with Thee, and expedite
my ascension and arrival at the gate of Thy mercy, and my
entrance into the Kingdom of Thy oneness. Grant me to behold
Thy beauty and bestow upon me reunion with Thee. Verily
Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.

Please instruct His Eminence the branch of the Blessed Tree,
Aga Mirza Aga, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
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Glorious, to provide whatever assistance possible to Andalib,
upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, as he is in
great distress, and such aid is acceptable at the threshold of
His Holiness the All-Glorious.

The boxes of tea delighted the taste and perfumed the nostrils
of the friends, and the fruit from China sweetened the palate
of the companions. It has made quite an impression on the
Ottoman officials and the governor has requested some. If it
can be easily arranged, please send some.
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O handmaiden of God! Although calamities, afflictions, hard-
ships and trials have assailed you from all directions - one day
the martyrdom of that Light of Guidance, that Candle of the
gathering of the loved ones, that brilliant Star of the supreme
horizon, that radiant Crown upon the head of the martyrs; an-
other day the ascension of one assured in God, believing in the
verses of God, attracted to the breaths of God; at times the
gloating of enemies, at times the ill-omens of the wicked ones,
at times the plunder and pillage of opponents, at times the
accusations and slanders of the divines - yet since all these oc-
cur and descend in the path of God, their poison is honey and
sugar, their darkest night is radiant morn, their deadly venom
is an effective antidote, and their cutting sting is a pleasant
sweetness. The cup of tribulation is the portion of those who
love His face, and the arrows of cruelty are the desire of those
yearning hearts in His path. But the result of every drop of this
poison in the most glorious Kingdom is an ocean of sugar, and
the fruit of this colocynth of cruelty in the supreme horizon is
purified honey.

O God! Have mercy and grant freedom to my withered soul,
and swiftly bring me to the threshold of Thy chosen ones. I
swear by Thy beauty that the house of the heart is so con-
stricted and grieved that even the heart of stone and clay is
filled with blood. From all directions is a sea of sorrows, surging
with waves, and continuous wailing and lamentation reaching
to the zenith. Hasten, do not delay, so that this spirit, weary
of the body, may be delivered from the deadly darkness of con-
tingent existence and from hardship, separation and burning
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anguish, may turn toward Thy sacred threshold, and find rest
in the shelter of Thy favors to Thy loved ones.
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Thou knowest, O my God, my lowliness and poverty, my des-
titution and need, my detachment and supplication, my humil-
ity and entreaty at the threshold of Thy oneness, and my pure
servitude and absolute bondage at Thy holy doorstep. This
servitude is the light of my reality, the manifestation of my
essence, the honor of my being and the glory of my soul. It
is the horizon of my sanctification, the highest degrees of my
exaltation, my finest rectitude, and the seat of my truth and
the pavilion of my transcendence.

Yet Thou seest, O my God, that some of Thy servants will not
hear my explicit confession, acknowledgment and declaration,
nor will they heed my proclamation and testimony, nor will
they turn to my condition and realization. I shall surely com-
plain to Thee, O my God, of these delusions and conjectures,
and I shall surely weep before Thee at Thy holy threshold be-
cause of this poisonous wind.

I can only say what Thy servant Jesus - may my spirit be a
sacrifice for Him - said when God said: “O Jesus Son of Mary!
Didst thou say unto men, ‘Take me and my mother for two gods
beside God?”’ He said: “Glory be unto Thee! It is not for me
to say what I have no right to. If I had said it, Thou wouldst
have known it. Thou knowest what is in my soul, and I know
not what is in Thy soul. Truly, Thou art the Knower of things
unseen. I spake not unto them save that which Thou didst
command me, saying: ‘Worship God, my Lord and your Lord.
I was a witness over them whilst I dwelt amongst them, and
when Thou didst take me to Thyself, Thou wert the Watcher
over them. Thou art Witness over all things. If Thou shouldst
punish them, lo! they are Thy servants, and if Thou shouldst
forgive them, verily Thou art the Mighty, the Wise.”

And glory be upon Thee.
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Some believe that the realization of things, the composition of
beings, and their analysis arise from interaction, and therefore
have no need of a true Director.

In truth, there exists a wondrous connection between the com-
ponent parts of creation, and from this connection interaction
is clear and manifest. For example, in the human world, be-
tween all parts of the human body there are both spiritual and
outward connections that are clear and evident. For instance,
between the mind and human organs there is a spiritual connec-
tion, while between the members, such as the eye, ear, hand,
and foot, there is a clear connection.

In brief, interaction exists and mutual cooperation and assis-
tance are evident, but all of these are connected to the spiritual
power of the human soul, which is the axis and mover of this
interaction. Were this mover not to exist, these interactions
would not be realized. Thus it becomes clear that all these
interactions depend upon an all-encompassing power through
which these interactions systematically occur. If the human
spirit and mind were not the axis and mover of the organs and
parts, there would be absolutely no order in the interaction
between human organs and parts.

Likewise, observe factories and workshops, where all the ma-
chinery is connected to one another with interaction between
them, yet connected to a general power which is the mover and
axis of these interactions, namely steam power.

Thus it becomes clear that the interaction between created
things, the cooperation and mutual assistance between ele-
ments, and the composition and analysis between beings are
all connected to a moving power which is the axis and mover
of creation.
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To: Abbas Qabil, in Abadih

O singing bird of the meadow of divine unity, your wondrous
melodies gladden hearts and your plaintive notes uplift souls.
Your eloquent utterance delights the gatherings of mystical
knowledge and your expressive words astonish the assemblies
of exposition. Your poetry is scattered pearls, your prose or-
dered gems. Your song reaches continuously to the Supreme
Concourse and your chanting ascends to the Most Glorious
Kingdom.

Praise be to the Beauty of Baha - may my spirit be sacrificed
for those who praise Him - Who made your tongue speak and
your heart detached, Who made your star rise and your palm
tree tall, Who made your mouth shower pearls and your heart
a mirror of mysteries, Who made your tongue sweet and your
pen sugary.

Therefore with the melody of the Supreme Concourse, begin to
sing with harp and lute in praise of the Most Glorious Beauty,
and with drum and flute make music extolling His divine Lord-
ship. And harmonize with my self-effacement, annihilation and
servitude at the threshold of His oneness, so that my soul may
become a garden of paradise, my heart a rose garden of heaven,
my eyes brightened and my inner being the Garden of Iram and
Grove of Eden.

By the face and nature of the Beloved I swear that my soul
yearns for servitude and my heart longs for freedom from every
name, title and attribute. We have passed beyond all names
and have placed the ring of servitude in our ear at His holy
threshold. Until the ring of His tress becomes the collar of
someone’s neck - Oh we who stand proud outside the circle!

5 And the Glory be upon you.
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AB03166

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!

> The events in Abadih have surely become a lesson to the heed-
less and a cause of awakening for those who slumber. After
everyone in Abadih was deceived by the temptations of that
base one and prepared to harm the loved ones of God, divine
retribution became manifest and the royal forces prevailed, and
the sorcery of the whisperer was rendered null. As He says:
“We did seize them with punishment closer at hand, before the
greater punishment, that perchance they might return.” “Ver-
ily thy Lord is ever watchful.” “Have they not traveled in the
land and seen what was the end of those who denied?”

3 Praise be to God, thou hast seen the Cause of God exalted, the
fragrances of God diffused, and the Word of God renowned.
The horizons of the world are stirred by the mention of the
Ancient Beauty, and though armies of the worthless, the base,
and the forsaken appear each day from some direction, yet in
the end they shall be destroyed and perish like the sorcerer
Asad Qashqga’i. But the Blessed Tree, despite the onslaught
of enemies and the blows of sword and axe from all directions,
continues day by day to grow and flourish, as He says: “Verily
We have sent down the Reminder, and We shall surely preserve
it.”

In any case, O ye divine friends, give thanks to God that ye
have found repose beneath the divine tree and taken shelter
in the divine edifice. Ye are encompassed by His grace and
blessed with the bounty of the Most Great Unity. Convey to
all the divine friends the Most Great, Most Wondrous Greeting.
And upon thee be glory and praise.
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Words to the Cooper-Frankland party in Akka

In regard to the subject of PRAYER, Mrs. Cooper and Mrs.
Frankland said when they were here that Abdul-Baha has ad-
vised that all pray for others more than for ourselves, as that
will help us to become less selfish and as we pray for the boun-
ties to be showered upon others, we draw them in this way to
ourselves.

Amidst great lamentation and weeping, for we are told that
Mrs. Hoagg was in tears all the time Abdul-Baha was speak-
ing on the subject, we are told that Abdul-Baha upholds CAP-
ITAL PUNISHMENT, and said that if a man took a life he
should pay for that life with his own life. When his attention
was called to the suffering endured by a person awaiting such
punishment, He said, that if such a person was really penitent,
by that True Penitence he redeemed his soul. In other words,
through that real penitence he saved his soul.

The subject of the 19 day Fast was spoken of; this is the fast
from March 2nd to the 20th of March. Mrs. Frankland said it
seemed to her as though Abdul-Baha laughed down his sleeve
at them all the time they talked about this subject, as He
thinks so little of fasting while we make so much of it. Some
one asked should one fast when it was so inconvenient to do so,
that is, get up early before probably the rest of the family were
around, and Abdul-Baha said ‘what is a little inconvenience?’
He said ALL SHOULD FAST. When told that it had been said
that 45 was the age limit, He smiled at them and said there
was no limit and when pushed for an answer said 70 years was
the limit. He said nothing should pass the lips from sunrise to
sundown.”

PN_ 1914 p020-021, BSTW#205
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AB11383

AB11383

To: Baha’is of Faran

O friends of Faran! Faran is a mountain from whence the light
of truth dawned and the fire of the love of God burst forth.
It became the dawning-place of lights, the dayspring of divine
traces, the orient of mysteries, and the point of circumambu-
lation for the righteous. Now from the Ancient Tongue this
blessed name hath been bestowed upon that land, that this
Faran might become the manifestation of that Faran, and this
region might become the dawning-place of the gifts of the Lord,
the Merciful. We beseech God that the fires of divine love may
so blaze in Faran as to set the world aflame and illumine the
universe, burn away every veil and curtain, and cause its heat
to reach the Concourse on High and its flames to extend to the
Most Glorious Kingdom.

These bounties will be attained when the loved ones of God
entirely forget the concerns of the contingent world and open
the ears of their inner consciousness to hear the teachings that
reach them from the Abha Kingdom, become detached from all
else save Him, and arise to fulfill the counsels and exhortations
of the Most Glorious Beauty.

O friends! Show forth a mighty effort, spread your wings, and
soar in these luminous heights until ye become the essence of
humility and are effaced and annihilated from your own exis-
tence. Through the intensity of your submissiveness, become
like unto the earth trodden under foot, yet bestowing bounty
and blessing. Observe how the earth is beneath the feet of all,
yet it is the source of sustenance for both the lowly and the
noble, nay rather, the table of bounty for every living thing
upon its surface. Such are the attributes of the free, and such
is the path and conduct of the servants at the Threshold of the
All-Merciful.

1 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03071

AB03071

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Babul

Praise be to God! Through the confirmations of the Kingdom
of Abha and the onslaught of the hosts of the Supreme Con-
course, the lights of sanctification have illumined the East and
the West, and the holy fragrances have quickened all regions.
The Word of God has been raised up in all climes, and the ban-
ners of verses have been unfurled upon every hill. The fame of
the Cause of God has encompassed the world. All peoples and
nations of the world have been stirred and moved, and have
been gathered together in utmost enkindlement and attraction,
and “thou seest men enter the religion of God in troops” has
been fulfilled.

Only the Covenant-breakers remain, submerged in the sea of
discord - cold, obstinate, envious and spiteful. They are so
cold and frozen that if their breath reaches fire it turns to ice.
They have no occupation save casting doubts and spreading
nonsense. They have lost both this world and the next, and
that is the manifest loss.

In any case, you must exercise the utmost care lest the utter-
ances or publications of these veiled ones influence the weak
ones, or cloud the pure hearts of the simple ones, or their cold
breath make the thoughtless ones grow cold. For doubts at all
times act as a deadly poison which makes a healthy body sick
or even destroys it. Therefore you must, holding fast to the
Covenant like a kind physician, prevent this swift poison and
treat this chronic and severe illness.
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ABO03145

AB03145

To: Aqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Baghistan

O spiritual youth! If you knew by what name and sign you are
mentioned in this divine gathering, and with what spirit and
fragrance you are known and renowned - I swear by the Most
Great Name that you would spread your wings and soar to the
heaven of joy and gladness, take in hand the cup of delight,
grasp the locks of the Beloved, and dance in the arena.

Through the grace and gifts of the Ancient Beauty, we hope
that in these days you will be so enkindled by the divine fire
that you will set the world ablaze, and that your heat will
course through the veins and arteries of that region such that
you will become the very soul of that clime, the lamp of that
city, a brilliant moon in the horizon of the world, and a rising
star in the dawning-place of the hopes of the friends, becoming
in every gathering a sign of guidance and the standard of the
Abha Kingdom.

The favors and confirmations of the Blessed Beauty towards
this spiritual youth were like the spring rain. Now is the time
for the brilliant effects of those favors to become manifest and
apparent.

And the greatest effect of those divine bestowals is to guide and
direct the friends to firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant
and Testament of the All-Merciful, in such wise that when the
tempests of tests and the storms of trials blow with intensity,
they shall have no effect and cause no wavering.

And glory be upon you and upon every steadfast one.
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AB03222

AB03222

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku

O true friend! The letter thou didst send hath been perused. In
these last few days we have returned from the territory of the
Franks—Ilovely as a rose garden!—to Alexandria, the homeland
of the Copts. Behold “the disparity of the way—from whence
we departed, and whither we are come!” The tidings of the
steadfastness of the friends, and of their service to the Divine
Threshold, was a source of joy and gladness.

Madame Isabella hath truly, in the composition of her book,
exerted an extraordinary endeavour. Convey to her on my
behalf the utmost good-pleasure and satisfaction. God willing,
she will be successful in representing and enacting these two
dramas.

Thou hadst requested a teacher of the Cause. None is available
in these parts; a message will be sent to Tihran.

As for the Theosophical Society, shouldst thou attend their
gatherings and speak of the oneness of humanity; of the con-
tents of the Divine Tablets; of the spirituality born of heaven;
and of equality, concord, love, and harmony among the chil-
dren of men; and consort with them with the utmost attraction,
this will doubtless be beneficial.

Gulnar is in Egypt: When I came to Alexandria, she sent a
telegram of felicitation on my arrival, and I too wrote her a
reply. The thoughts of this lady are slightly distracted.

In fine, in Baku there is freedom of faiths and religions: If the
friends exert an effort, the Faith will be greatly propagated,
and the Divine fragrances will stir the people into motion.

That true friend is in truth exerting the utmost industry and
diligence that he may render a service to the Sacred Threshold.
My hope is that, through the gracious favours of the True One,
he may prosper in all his affairs.

BRL__ATE#020, MAAN#06
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AB03128

To: Siyyid Yahya Sirjani, in Bandar Abbas

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Give thanks to God
that thou hast become the recipient of endless favors and art
confirmed in service at the Threshold. Thou hast traversed
the desert of the love of God, taken in hand the cup of the
Covenant, and become intoxicated with the wine of the divine
call. Therefore turn thy face toward the Abha Kingdom and
ask whatsoever thou wishest from the bounty of thy Lord, the
Merciful, the Compassionate.

O faithful servant of the Ancient Beauty! Although ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s longing to behold the face of that faithful friend
is greater than your own, in these days that honored one
must strive to promote the Word of God in those regions,
and through attraction, rapture, eagerness, ardor, spiritual
conduct, divine behavior, and heavenly joy and gladness,
cause those regions to be drawn to the Kingdom of the Lord
of Signs. This is the most important matter today in that
clime, and I, acting on your behalf in this prison, offer prayers
while turning toward the Blessed Spot.

Convey to all the friends of God on behalf of this servant the
Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings, and say: O friends!
Praise be to God, you are the manifestations of the grace of
guidance and the recipients of the favors of the Eye of Divine
Providence. The rays of the Sun of Reality have shone upon the
world of spirit and heart and delivered you from the darkness
of water and clay. This is the time for joy at this divine bounty
and the season for gladness and success from this heavenly gift.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO03087

AB03087

To: Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Bushruyyih

O faithful friends of the Ancient Beauty! When the Sun of
Truth set from the manifest horizon and ascended to the Most
FExalted Horizon, He made His Covenant a luminous lamp and
lit His Testament like a light of endless radiance within the
niche of contingent being, so that all might rise, through this
effulgence which is the shining moon of the worlds and uni-
verse, to receive unlimited outpourings of grace and become
manifestations of the invisible confirmations of the One, wit-
nessing the victory of hosts unseen and observing the power of
the armies of the Concourse on High.

But alas, those who claimed to love forgot such a Covenant
that was taken beneath the Tree of Paradise, denied such an
abundant grace, fled from the extended shade and instantly
took refuge in the shade of darkness, passed by the sweet flow-
ing water and arrived at the bitter salt marsh. They imagined
the Sun of Truth to be completely cut off from bestowing grace
and took multiple layers of darkness as their guide. They were
debased and suffered loss and despaired of the Spirit of God.
Verily they are in manifest loss.

Praise be to God that the land of Kha is purified and sanctified
from these repugnant odors of hatred. This is of God’s grace
which He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is
the possessor of great bounty. The friends in the land of Kha
must offer a hundred thousand thanksgivings in every moment
that their land is pure and holy from these defilements.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB03160

AB03160

To: Bibi Rawhani, in Bushruyyih

1 O thou spiritual one! A few days ago a letter was written and
sent; and today, through His Holiness the Martyr, the son of
the Martyr—upon him be the glory of God, the All-Glorious—
a missive from thee was received. Its purport was attraction;
its meanings were enkindlement with the fire of the love of God;
its superscription was steadfastness in the Cause of God; and
its seal was firmness and constancy in the Covenant of God.

2 O thou spiritual one! The breath of the All-Merciful hath
quickened and perfumed the East and the West; the life-giving
breeze of the garden of the Covenant hath made the horizons
fragrant with musk; and the ray of sanctity, like the lightning-
flash of the morn, hath made the whole world a dawning-place
of lights. Notwithstanding this, the people of slackness, like the
dwellers of graves, lie buried in the pit of idle fancies, and from
within those pitch-dark glooms cry out, “Where is the shining
of the light?” and raise the lament, “Woe unto us!” Perdition
be upon them, and banishment, on the Day of Resurrection.
And upon thee be the Glory.

3 O my spiritual friend! Now is the time take up the harp and
play the music of the servitude of this Servant of Baha! Now
is the hour to sing the songs of His thraldom of love and His
captivity to the Dove of the All Merciful nestled high on the
branches of the Tree of the Covenant. Lift up thy voice and cry:
“O ‘Abdu’l-Baha! May my life be a sacrifice to thy servitude!”
Call out aloud and stir thou a joyful commotion amongst the
birds of this divine meadow that they might all sing and say
- “Praise be unto our Glorious Lord!” - That their harmony
may ascend into the realms of the Concourse on High.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB12263

AB12263

To: Nasrullah Yazdi, in Haifa

O thou servant of God! In the realm of Egypt, the confectioners
surge wave upon wave, but thy sweetness had a different flavor.
I have heard that the servant of the Beauty, Mahmud Ustad
Kazim, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, has
fallen ill. T hope he may become the manifestation of the favors
of the Lord of Hidden Bounties. Convey the Most Wondrous,
Most Glorious greetings to each and every one of the survivors
of him who attained the presence of his Lord in the Most Glo-
rious Kingdom, Muhammad-‘Ali, especially to the handmaid
of God, the widow of the deceased, and the handmaid of God,
his mother. They are constantly remembered. The children of
that deceased one are my children. All must show them the
utmost consideration on my behalf so that they do not think
they are orphans. Exercise the utmost care and effort regard-
ing their lessons and schoolwork, for they are dear to me. Aqa
Mirza Muhsin should prepare and arrange clothing for their
festival celebration, and since I do not have time to write a
special letter to Aga Mirza Muhsin about this matter, there-
fore show this letter to him so that he may prepare clothing
for them for the formal public holiday of the Feast of Sacrifice.
And convey my greetings to Aga ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab.

Be sure to show attention and consideration to the divine
friends who come for pilgrimage. You need no special instruc-
tion, but the intention is to mention the friends. And upon
you be Glory.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB03226

AB03246

To: Karbala’i Hasan et al., in Himmatabad

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and those firm in the Covenant of
the Most Glorious Beauty! Jinab-i-Abu’l-Hasan, upon him be
the Glory of God, in his letter to the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree mentioned that, praise be to God, the loved ones of the
Merciful Beauty are in the utmost steadfastness and assurance,
standing firm in servitude at the Threshold of the Lord, and
have no thought or mention save service at the Sacred Thresh-
old. At times they weep like the clouds of winter from the pain
of love for the Ancient Beauty, and at times they smile like a
garden from the glad-tidings of the Divine Unity. Sometimes
they gallop in the field of mystical knowledge, and sometimes
in gatherings for teaching the Cause of God they are like melo-
dious nightingales. In any case, this news brought spirit and
fragrance, and this effect stirred the consciousness.

O spiritual friends! May you be protected in the shelter of
the All-Merciful from every sedition and calamity, and may
you ever be the recipients of the favors of the invisible King-
dom of the Ancient Beauty and the dawning-place of the Most
Great Name’s bounty, and may you be partners and partici-
pants with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude to the Threshold of the
Ancient Beauty and bondage at the Court of the Point of Sanc-
tification - may my spirit be a sacrifice for Their loved ones.
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AB03226

To: Ali Muhammad Navvab, in Isfahan

O loving friend! When the spiritual springtime arrives and the
merciful breeze wafts and the clouds of divine knowledge pour
forth their bounty, then the pure earth brings forth flowers
and fragrant herbs. “The good land’s vegetation comes forth
by permission of its Lord.” Praise God that you were pure
earth and through the bounty of God’s mercy became a rose
garden of divine knowledge and drank from the Kawthar of
certitude.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO03178

Therefore, from this pure water and abundant bounty of the
Forgiving Lord, bring the dead to life and make withered trees
fresh and verdant. Bestow eternal life and spread the divine
outpourings. Today is a blessed day and all things await the
diffusion of the holy fragrances from the Dawning-Place of Rev-
elation.

Kindle such a fire that it may bestow the warmth of the love
of God upon hearts, and light such a lamp that it may illu-
mine the dark world. Plant such a sapling that it may become
fruitful, and nurture such a tree that it may yield fresh fruit.

Whatever you see and hear is destined to perish, except the fa-
vors of the Eternal Lord. Soon you will see magnificent palaces
buried and the ornaments and adornments of the world de-
stroyed. Therefore seek the adornment of the human world
and show forth love and kindness.

Be a healing balm for every wound and a remedy for every ill.
At every moment be a refuge and shelter for the helpless and
a support for the fallen. Every morning and evening be cool
water for the thirsty and a place of rest and repose for the lost.

And upon you be glory and praise.
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AB03178

To: Aminih wife of Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan

O faithful maidservant of God!

Until the test comes and the touchstone of truth is applied,
pure gold cannot be distinguished from base copper. When the
fire of trials is kindled, pure gold blossoms like a flower while
worthless copper becomes disgraced and distraught. Therefore
praise God that you shone brightly in the fire of tribulations,
turned your gaze away from this world, and learned the ways of
sacrifice in the path of the Beloved. You showed no weakness,
committed no failure, and feared not those in their graves. At
the threshold of the One, you were a grateful maidservant,
full of wisdom and consciousness. You demonstrated firmness,
followed the path of salvation, won the race in the field of
steadfastness, sang songs of joy and delight, opened the hand
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of generosity, and to the extent possible showed kindness to
the oppressed.

Your services at the threshold of the Sun of the Supreme Con-
course, the Most Glorious Beauty, were accepted, and your
patient endurance of difficulties at the Divine Threshold was
pleasing, acceptable and beloved. Therefore the pen of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has undertaken to praise and commend you, and has be-
seeched God for help and bounty. When you look with the
eye of truth, this service is a bejeweled crown that you have
placed upon your head and a garment of divine gift that you
have donned. Soon the glory of this service will become clear
and evident.
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AB03170

To: Mirza Sadiq (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O Sadiq, the letter you wrote in praise of Aqga Siyyid Jalal
and Aqa Mirza Haji Aqa was noted. Indeed, it is as you wrote
- those two faithful friends never falter in their service and
servitude to the Beloved of the horizons. Likewise, in these
days the believers of Isfahan have ignited a flame, created a
stir, raised a banner, and played the game of love. Surely the
pure blood of the martyrs, especially the blessed blood of the
King of Martyrs and the Beloved of Martyrs, will ultimately
cause a mighty surge and bestow spirit and fragrance upon
Isfahan, nay, it will bring the realm of Iran to a boiling point.
As the poet says, “All this comes from the effects of dawn”
- soon the luminous morn will break and those horizons will
shine from the lightning flash of that supreme martyrdom.

Regarding the establishment of the pilgrim house that you
wrote about - it is most acceptable. God willing, you will suc-
ceed in establishing this institution together with the friends of
Isfahan. The sum that you sent for the wronged handmaiden
of God, the respected young lady Khanim Zia, was the cause
of gratitude and satisfaction, for that handmaiden is extremely
quiet and unassuming, well-behaved, patient and thankful. For
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a time they were in financial straits, but now Mirza Inay-
atu’llah’s earnings have provided some stability. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03221

To: Mirza Sadig (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O memento of two illustrious martyrs!

The letter you had written was perused. Its glad tidings and
intimations opened the gates of joy, for it was evidence of the
attraction, ecstasy and delight of the loved ones of God through
the divine fragrances. Praise be to God that the land of Sad has
again become prosperous. From the day of martyrdom of those
two luminous stars, the flowing spring from the right hand of
the Throne - that is, Sad - had ceased its outpouring. Now,
praise be to God, it has begun flowing again. That country will
ultimately become illumined like the sun through the bounty
of martyrdom of those two brilliant stars. And it is certain
that the spring of Sad will flow forcefully and a mighty flood
will descend from that height to the valley below.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is that that region become a paradise of
delight and that land and territory become full of radiance and
light. And it is certain that ultimately it will become so. But
heart and soul desire that memento of two illustrious ones to
be surrounded by these lights and become so successful and
confirmed that he himself becomes astonished.

Write to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Aqa that he has the choice of be-
ing alone or in partnership, and either one is the cause of joy
and delight - both are beloved and ordained. Convey to all
the friends and loved ones, young and old, especially Jinab-
i-Aga Siyyid Muhammad-‘Ali, the Most Glorious and Most
Wondrous greetings with utmost longing.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB03261

To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqgi Afnan, in Ishqabad

...In the letter written by your blessed pen, since you men-
tioned the name of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, you wrote descriptions and
titles that are specific to the Sacred Threshold. This servant’s
name is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and his title and descriptions and at-
tributes are those of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and nothing else is ever
permissible. This name is fitting and appropriate and causes
joy and delight to this servant of that Threshold. I hope that
for my happiness, you will be content with just “’Abdu’l-Baha”.
While I have the utmost joy from you, I wish to become even
more joyful. Similarly instruct all the friends that henceforth
everyone should be content with just the word “’Abdu’l-Baha”
so that this heart may find gladness and this spirit may be
moved to ecstasy and delight. And I will pray for you with a
heart in the utmost joy.
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AB03287

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Khurasan

O martyr, son of the martyr! You complained about receiving
few replies and letters. I swear by the Ancient Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, that due to the intensity
of pains, afflictions, tribulations and calamities, there is not
a minute’s opportunity for writing and composing, and any
shortcoming is due to this reason. Otherwise, at all times you
have been and are present and mentioned in the heart. At all
times, I have been and will continue beseeching confirmation
for you at the sacred threshold of the Friend, and surely confir-
mation has reached and will reach you - observe this yourself.

God willing, numerous letters will soon be sent to Khorasan.
The more enkindled the friends become, the faster the corre-
spondence and the more numerous the letters will be. Now,
as the courier is about to depart, there is no more time. In
the previous mail, detailed letters were sent addressed to the
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organized gatherings and others. Convey the Most Glorious
Ancient Greeting to all the divine friends.

By God, the Truth! The Most Glorious Beauty addresses them
from the Supreme Horizon: “Blessed are you, O loved ones
of God, for you have remained firm in the Covenant, been
illumined by the light of effulgence, shed tears from your eyes,
and been consumed by the fire of burning in your longing for
the Most Glorious Kingdom, in your steadfastness in God’s
Covenant and Testament, in your attraction to the breaths of
God, and in your clinging to the hem of God’s gift.”

And upon you and upon every steadfast, upright one be the
Glory.
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AB03220

To: Aga Husayn grandson of Dakhil, in Maraghih

O remembrance of those two honored ones!

Praise be to God that like your esteemed grandfather and cul-
tured and distinguished father, you are firm and steadfast in
the Cause of God and engaged in service to the loved ones of
the All-Merciful, speaking His praise and gazing toward the
Supreme Kingdom. God willing, you will keep bright the lamp
of those two vessels of the love of God and will water the stream
of those two honored ones, so that the intended fruit may ap-
pear from the tree of being and the lights of the All-Merciful’s
bestowal may shine in the essence of heart and soul.

Ever gather the friends in the spiritual assembly and occupy
yourselves with the remembrance and thought of that Peerless
Beloved. Chant the verses of unity and glorify the favors of
the Glorious Lord. Diffuse the divine fragrances and explain
the proofs and evidences. Give the thirsty to drink from the
Salsabil of the knowledge of God and guide the lost to the path
of salvation. In brief, raise such a call and melody that you cre-
ate fervor and rapture and attraction and joy and clamor and
jubilation throughout the whole region of Azerbaijan. “There
is no commotion in the city except from the curl of the Friend’s
tress; There is no tumult in the horizons except from the curve
of the Beloved’s brow.”
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And upon you be greetings and praise.

The holy photograph of His Holiness the Supreme Lord - may
my spirit be sacrificed for His most pure blood - arrived and
brought the utmost joy from you and your respected mother.
On your behalf, a prayer of visitation is being recited at the
Holy Threshold.
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AB03098

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Mashhad

O wanderer in the wilderness of the love of God! Your letter
arrived in which you praised the divine friends who, in every
city, celebrated your arrival with utmost love and received you
with perfect kindness. Whatever they did was all for the sake
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and directed to me. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no
existence or being - he is utterly effaced and non-existent at
the Sacred Threshold of the Abha Beauty. Therefore whatever
the friends did was in reality directed to the Sacred Threshold.

Truly you endured hardships in this journey, but this hardship
is a mercy. The coarse desert sand feels like silk beneath our
feet. The perfect human does not seek a cradle of comfort,
nor desire pillows of silk and brocade, nor pursue a bed of ease.
For the adornment of the world of creation lies in the virtues of
the human world, and these qualities cannot be attained except
through enduring hardships and difficulties and plunging into
seas of trials and tribulations. Days will pass and comfort and
ease will yield no result, but enduring tribulations and tests will
nurture a tree that bears eternal fruit and everlasting results.

Blessed art thou, then blessed art thou, for this great bounty
and manifest victory. Convey my utmost longing to all the
friends whom you named in your letter. For reasons of wis-
dom, names were not mentioned. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB03291

To: Siyyid Qul Huvallah, in Miyanduab

O you who test him who is the criterion of testing!

It is related that one day His Holiness the Prince of Believers
(Ali), peace be upon him, was on the edge of a roof when a
stranger submitted: “O Ali, are you confident in God’s protec-
tion, preservation and safeguarding?” He replied: “How could
I not be, when I am the first believer in God?” The man sub-
mitted: “Then rely on God’s protection and throw yourself
from the edge of the roof” He responded: “The higher must
test the lower, not anyone testing anyone else anywhere. The
Master has the right to test the servant, but the servant has
no right to test the Master.”

This is why when seven tribes from among the Arab tribes
came before His Holiness the Messenger (may my spirit be
sacrificed for him), and each demanded a miracle as a test
- one saying “until you cause a spring to gush forth from the
earth for us,” another uttering “or you bring down a book from
heaven,” another saying “or you have a house of gold,” another
uttering “or you ascend into heaven” - since their purpose was
to test, the answer to all was “Say: Glory be to my Lord! Am
I anything but a human messenger?”

And truly if you consult your heart you will see that the Word
has been derived, the letters have spoken, the points have been
dispersed, the Reality has appeared, the verses have been ut-
tered, and the lights of revelation have radiated. What follows
light except darkness? And what follows morning and evening
except the dark wings of night? So choose what you wish -
truly your Lord guides whom He wishes.
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AB03072

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Shafi, in Port Said

Praise be to God Who hath made the seat of His splendor and
the dayspring of His lights and the horizon of His signs and
centre of His mysteries, the Supreme Horizon and His Glorious
Kingdom and His Sublime Paradise and His Verdant Isle and
the habitation of Jabulga and the city of Jabursa.

Thus, the Day-Star of Truth shone forth from that resplendent
horizon and His lights shed their radiance on the horizons of
the worlds. This is the Most Hidden Treasure and this is the
Heaven unto Which Jesus ascended and this is the Burning
Bush Whereupon Moses discovered the Divine Guidance. This
is the City Wherein the family of Moses abided and this is the
Throne on High unto Which ascended the Apostle of God and
this is the Unseen World from Whence these signs appeared
and the lights shone forth and the suns arose and the luminaries
appeared and the stars shed their splendour.

3 Well is it with him that hath recognized Him and attained unto
Him and discovered His mystery and truth and was of them
that have apprehended the mysteries of the Books and Tablets
through the grace of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful.

Salutation and praise be upon this Luminous Temple, this Mer-
ciful Being, He Whose Presence is withdrawn, Who appeared
from the verdant isle and returned to the retreat of holiness in
the unseen world at His appearance and at His concealment,
and upon His companions who have received illumination and
have tasted of the fruit of that holy isle, that blessed and lu-
minous Tree.

5 Salutation and praise be upon thee.
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AB03104

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhant, in Qain

O servant of God! All scripts are composed of characters, signs,
and symbols denoting sounds and words. These signs differ
from people to people, and vary from region to region. Each
script hath its own particular set of symbols, and good hand-
writing consisteth in the ordered presentation of these symbols
and signs. If, therefore, the script in a particular missive is
lacking in precision, or is basically disordered, this should not
be seen as evidence of disrespect to thee, or as constituting
grounds for recrimination.

The Prophet Muhammad was basically unlettered, and most of
the holy ones and great prophets wrote not a single word. Mir
‘Imad, Darvish and Shafi’a all worked wonders of calligraphy,
and attained great prowess in their art; the hand-writing of his
holiness Quddus, by contrast, was illegible.

Thou shouldst, therefore, in the first place, strive to attain an
understanding of the heavenly mysteries, and exert thyself in
the quest for divine knowledge; and, in the second place, ap-
ply thyself to acquiring a developed hand. For even shouldst
thou outmatch ‘Imad, outshine Shafi’a, and outdo Darwish in
calligraphy, yet be deprived of the knowledge of God, thy skill
would avail thee naught. If, on the other hand, thou be illiter-
ate, yet have attained such knowledge, thou wilt be acceptable
at the divine threshold, and become a confidant of the Desired
One. If, however, thou be adorned with spiritual perfection
and virtues, and at the same time arrayed with outward graces
and accomplishments, this is yet more perfect.
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ABO03077

ABO03077

To: Baha’is of Qazvin

O my God! O Thou Who art sanctified above my knowledge,
and above the knowledge of them that proclaim Thy unity and
are robed in the vesture of certitude; and Who art exalted be-
yond my praise, and beyond the praise of the mystics who have
awakened to the inmost reality of the divine attributes within
the verities of created signs! The wings of these feeble birds
have grown weary and powerless to ascend into the atmosphere
of the splendours of the glory of Thy oneness; and the under-
standings of these frail souls have fallen short of attaining unto
the heaven of the exaltation of Thy Lordship.

O Lord! If they who are firmly grounded in knowledge have
presumed to extol and praise Thee, I, for my part, confess
my abasement, my ignorance, my weakness, and my failure
to apprehend even the least of Thy signs in the realm of cre-
ation. How, then, could there be any comprehension of those
meanings which, in the loftiness of Thy Kingdom and the sub-
limity of Thy Dominion, Thou hast sanctified beyond the un-
derstandings of the inmates of the precincts of holiness, in a
realm wherein He singleth out for His mercy whomsoever He
willeth? Wherefore I return unto the region of lowliness, sup-
plication, devotion, and brokenness, and commune with Thee
in the tongue of mysteries, saying:

O my Lord, the Unconstrained! Confirm these righteous souls
in servitude to Thy sanctified Essence, exalted above all things
in the world of lights. Enable them to exalt Thy Word among
Thy servants; for this is the greatest of Thy bestowals amidst
all conditions, deeds, and traces. O Lord! Make them the signs
of Thy Cause, the emblems of Thy Faith, the standards of Thy
victory, and the mysteries of Thy Kingdoma€”the centre of an
outpouring grace. Verily, Thou art He Who aideth whomso-
ever Thou willest in whatsoever Thou willest, O my Lord, the
Unconstrained.

The honored Amin hath praised the friends of that land to the
utmost, that praise be to God, all are occupied in serving the
Cause of God and exalting the Word of God. Blessed are they
and excellent is their abode.
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AB03211

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O sapling of the garden of divine knowledge! Your noble father
was a free cypress in the garden of the love of God and a smiling
hundred-petaled rose in the flower garden of the knowledge
of God. You are a branch of that tree and a fruit of that
fertile plant. It is hoped that you will bring forth such a pearl
and bear the same fruit as the original, put forth leaves and
blossoms, and with ripe fruit sweeten the palate of your noble
uncle and indeed all the friends, and become a delicate sapling
and colorful flower in this meadow.

Your letter was received and read. The delay in responding
resulted from extreme busyness, otherwise we are always en-
gaged in supplication in the Holy Shrine for the friends. And
may the Glory be upon you and upon every youth who has
grown up in the love of God.

O Lord! This is a youth who has grown up in obedience to
Thee and has nursed from the breast of Thy love from his
tender years, and has developed in the embrace of Thy most
special servants and been raised in the lap of Thy most dear
bondsmen, and has reached maturity among those devoted to
Thee. O Lord! Protect him in the shelter of Thy protection
and assist him with Thy help and care, and expand his breast
through the verses of Thy oneness, and make his affairs easy
through the outpourings of Thy confirmation. O Lord! Make
him a sign of Thy love and a banner of Thy affection and a
lamp of Thy divine success and a word of Thy sanctification
and a tablet of Thy traces and a manifestation of Thy mysteries.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the
Forgiving.
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AB03152

To: Sarhang, Nurullah Khan et al., in Qazvin

O two doves of the garden of divine knowledge! Praise God
that in the rose garden of the Covenant you have made your
nest and dwelling under the shade of the companionable tree,
and have become detached from strange birds and have at-
tached your hearts to the Unique Beloved, and on the branches
of divine favors you have chanted with spiritual melodies the
verses of unity. This is from God’s grace which He bestows on
whomsoever He wishes, and God is possessed of great bounty.

Praise be to God that the bird of the meadow of truth has
soared with the wings of love and devotion to the Kingdom
of Oneness and in the gardens of the divine Kingdom has en-
gaged in glorifying and sanctifying the Holy Countenance with
melodies of truth and meaning. Blessed is he and excellent is
his reward. And before his flight he succeeded in fulfilling what
was revealed in the Book. And you too should praise God that
you were enabled to carry out the will.

Jinab-i-Amin has repeatedly offered the utmost praise for your
attraction and love, that truly you are firm in faith and stead-
fast in the Covenant and servants of the Threshold, and what-
ever was entrusted to them was fully delivered after the flight
of the late Khan.

Regarding presence at the Holy Shrine, show some patience
and forbearance. God willing, you will be confirmed and as-
sisted through divine confirmation. And this is due to wisdom,
otherwise our longing is also at its height.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO03168

AB03168

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar, fire-bird of the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Bound-
ary, O manifestation of the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty,
O steadfast and firm one in God’s Covenant and Testament!
May God illumine thy face in His most glorious Kingdom, and
expand thy breast through the outpourings of His most exalted
Dominion, and strengthen thee with mighty confirmation from
His Most Supreme Horizon. Upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory of God.

That which flowed from the pen of the love of God was observed
with the eye of grace and read with the tongue of love. Blessed
art thou for having arisen to exalt the Word of God and having
sacrificed thy self, thy spirit, thy being, thy essence and thy
identity in the path of God, and having purified thy face for His
generous Face, and having remained firm in the commanding
and wise Cause of thy Lord.

Convey on behalf of this servant the Most Wondrous and Most
Glorious greetings to all the loved ones of God and say: O
radiant lights of the heaven of faith and O bright lamps of the
gathering of certitude! Now is the time to shine forth like lights
from the horizon of the favors of the King of Oneness, to drink
cups of camphor from the hand of the Divine Cup-bearer, to
taste the sweetness of heavenly sanctification, and as manifest
signs with the banners of the attributes of His Majesty the
Sovereign of Creation are recorded and expounded in the divine
Preserved Tablet of the Kingdom.

The responses to your petitions have been sent from His Holi-
ness the Most Great Branch and Their Holinesses the two Most
Wondrous, Most Pure, Most Luminous Branches, and likewise
the response to the letter of the pure leaf Thuraya Khanum.
And the Glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO03277

AB03277

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

The letter which you wrote to those who are intimates of the
Kaaba of the All-Merciful was noted. It bestowed spirit and
fragrance, and the ambrosial scent of the love of God was in-
haled therefrom. In truth, you exemplify “the son is the secret
of his father” and embody “by his father doth ‘Adiy take pride
in his generosity.” Noble are the roots and excellent are the
qualities, for the relationship is real.

Give thanks to God that like a mountain of iron you are firm
and steadfast in the New Covenant and the Mighty Testament,
and are averse to the foolish ones. This is among the signs of
the universal bounty of the Divine Unity, which is the adorn-
ment and embellishment of human reality. Today the people
of the Abha Kingdom cry out with their loudest voice: “Glad
tidings to whoever is firm in the Covenant! Blessed is he whose
feet are steadfast in the Covenant of the Luminary of the hori-
zons! O joy to every servant who is firm and growing, whose
heart’s soil is stirred and nourished by this mighty outpouring
from the Kingdom of thy Ancient Lord’s Covenant!”

At all times we are occupied with remembering and mentioning
you - we have not forgotten you for a moment and never shall.
The dear travelers are now present and this servant is occupied
with writing this letter, beseeching the Kingdom of existence to
make you the Greatest Sign between earth and heaven. Upon
you be greetings and praise.

Convey the Most Wondrous Abha greeting to your respected
father. A few days ago a letter was written to him, therefore
this time it was not deemed appropriate to trouble him further.
Upon him be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

050 Ol S (g 2 D at K 5K
oy o™ .\;;f > Wy 0348
sy, a2 ne f*“ 5 Al dyde
Capiie e A3 usS plasic
sb fals CipS s &) o)
5 &Y ULL .u;)\ 3 s B!
A.“deﬁ)\a\(\w
J.-‘\i-\"}'.?'dﬁ{b‘x’&(ﬁéﬂ. :
;\Jf\))ub,\,.udu),\;.x,.\@p
O ‘4..{ g_,,.a}»)h\)\ Ol ol Ols =
wu\wb-u.a\))w){w.\a.\
sl T8I el el e ol )
J;Jd}aou\&wu&gﬂ—\ub
e ﬂ g oo b SV 5 g Je oles
e ool 20 oy s sl sy ot

ﬁm\;@.\@;aﬁy&g\&m

@ (,Jﬁwf}/i; sy OBy mm o
G pls Ol oo 358 gl 0358 ool p
wb ) A de U ol Y e
O ) e A1 g s dte
bl oY o S A Slag

Al 1l Ko

Ol gl gl 2S5 1, PR S O
b a8 e 5 Olath 3 5Ke fay 3ay L
Tl e 5 il e | b s A 53

),

AYBY.406 #114, TRZ1.161

128


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-415.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/72.pdf#page=1

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI) AB03239
AB03144

To: Mashhadi Abdur-Rida et al., in Qum

O ye company of the spiritual ones. Slegy o !

Praised be God, that ye are illumined like burning candles,
and are even as verdant as the meadows and the flourishing
trees along the river banks. Ye have been made the recipients
of His favours and the objects of His glance of grace. Ye have
been crowned with light by the bounteous rays of the Abha
Beauty, and have been robed in the silken garments of the
sanctuary of His paradise. The fire of the love of God hath
illumined your faces and ye have stripped away and burned
the veils of idle fancies and vain imaginings in its heat. Ye
have beheld the Beauty of the one true God, and witnessed
His radiance emanating from the spiritual realm. ‘Neath the
shade of the tree of truth, have ye reposed and from the wine of
the Covenant have ye drunk your fill and become intoxicated
with love for Him who is the Day Star of the world.

Now doth the true Beloved doth call on us from the Unseen
Realm. He doth commend you for your staunchness and stead-
fastness. For ye did stand forth firm of step and resolute of
heart among the peoples of the world after His passing. Verily,
have ye been aided by the hosts of the Concourse on High and
assisted by the armies of the Kingdom of Glory.
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AB03239

To: Baha’is of Sarvistan

O my spiritual friends! It is sunset time and I am infinitely
tired and weak. Nevertheless, this heart and soul are so stirred
with kindness that without pause it has undertaken to write
these lines.

The point is that the heedless and foolish ones have stretched
forth the hand of aggression with tyranny and oppression, and
have made a general attack, for they have become powerless
before the resistance of proof and evidence, and have resorted
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO03173

to the weapons of the weak. Their purpose is that through
savagery and bloodthirstiness, like wolves, they may tear apart
the divine sheep and extinguish the divine lamp. Alas! Alas!
This will cause the flame to become more intense and the rays
to shine more brightly, and the life-giving breeze in the Most
Glorious Paradise to blow more strongly.

Therefore, the friends of God must resist this storm with such
steadfastness that the powerlessness of the ignorant ones be-
In that region, each of the friends
must soar like an eagle to the zenith of eternal glory and cap-
ture scattered and distressed birds so that all birds may find
their way to the garden of the Forgiving Lord, begin wonder-
ful melodies and raise such a loud voice that the people of
Paradise in the holy court may become ecstatic with joy and
raise shouts of exultation.

comes clear and evident.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03173

To: Fathali Khan Kalantar, in Sarvistan

O Fath-Baha! Thy unfolded scroll hath reached me, and, like
unto a chalice of pure wine, it became the cause of joy and
gladness. Render thanks unto God that thou hast been en-
abled to attain unto the Most Great Guidance and confirmed
in acquiring the supreme virtue; that thou hast been intoxi-
cated with the cup of the glad-tidings of the Exalted One, and
hast been enraptured and stirred to ecstasy by the wine of the
love of the Abha Beauty. Thou hast become a shining candle
in the assemblage of lovers, and from the holy fragrances of the
rose-garden of the Covenant thou hast perfumed the nostrils.
Thou art steadfast as the mountain and flourishing as the tree.

Now, therefore, since thy throat hath been ensnared in the
ringlets of the Beloved of Abha, arise with smiling lips, rent
garment, and chanting tongue, and dance in the arena of sac-
rifice and love. Cry out from heart and soul: “O blessed am
I' O rapture is mine! O joy is mine!” Thus mayest thou loose
thy tongue in thanksgiving for that grace and bounty, and,
through fidelity, banish the custom of faithlessness from the
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Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

ABO03137

face of creation. Thus mayest thou waft a sweet fragrance, be-
come a mighty fortress for the company of the friends, and a
sure refuge for the assemblage of the beloved.

Day and night kindle the fire of love and like a candle with
tearful eyes burn in the fire of the love of God, until from
your kindling and burning, lights may shine forth upon those
regions and the banner of the Covenant may wave over those
horizons. Through God’s grace and favor, it is hoped that
from this glad tiding you may shine like the sun and become a
unique horseman in that field.

And upon you be Glory.
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AB03137

To: Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was reviewed and
your lament and complaint was heard. Do you know in what
storm of trials I am submerged and in what wilderness of tests I
wander lost and traceless? External and internal affairs exceed
all bounds, and the responsibilities of the Cause of God sur-
pass human imagination. Letters and questions and answers
from the friends surge like ocean waves, while the onslaught of
enemies and the sedition of factions spread like locusts. The
corruption of the malicious blazes like a raging fire. Pages of
doubts circulate piece by piece in all directions, and verses of
allegory become the reference of every ignorant one. The di-
vine Covenant and Testament is abandoned and disregarded by
malicious souls, and the tempest of violation holds sway. De-
spite these blows and calamities, this lonely one is drowning in
these four waves of turmoil. Where then is time to write and
speak and pen replies to every friend and companion? And
the Glory be upon you and upon every steadfast and firm one.
‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey to His Honor the spiritual friend Muhammad-Qabli-
Qaf the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings from this
servant, and Glory be upon him. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

3 Be not sorrowful or broken-hearted at the ascension of that

attracted leaf who has ascended to the Abha Kingdom, for
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ABO03174

that assured one has found her dwelling in the precincts of the
Most Great Mercy and taken up her residence in the shade of
the Divine Lote-Tree. And Glory be upon her in the presence
of the Meeting.
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AB03174

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai, in Shiraz

O branch of the Tree of Truth! Thou hast become accepted at
the court of the True Beloved and drawn nigh unto the thresh-
old of the divine Physician and the manifestation of the favors
of the All-Glorious Lord. For thou wert made the target of op-
pression and persecution by the tyrannical ones, and subjected
to the cruelty of the ignorant. From the stones cast by the
malicious ones, injury was inflicted upon thine eye and brow
— yet this injury was a great profit. Though these stones were
the shame of the oppressors, they were proof of the wisdom
and culture of that loving victim. As it hath been said: “How
many plants both green and withered are upon the earth, yet
at none are stones thrown save those that bear fruit.”

During the call to prayer in the Dispensation of the Qur’an,
placing the hand beside the ear was an ancient custom and
longstanding practice of the muezzins. For in the early days
of the spread of God’s religion in Medina, when the call to
prayer was raised, they would stone the muezzin from all sides.
Therefore, whoever gave the call to prayer would place both
hands beside his ears to protect his head from the stones of the
ill-starred ones. In any case, thou didst bear this cruelty in the
path of faithfulness, and endured this hardship and persecution
in thy love for His Holiness the One. Give thanks unto God
that thou wert assisted and confirmed in attaining this supreme
gift.

O Afnan of the Sacred Tree! Convey the Most Great, Most
Wondrous Greetings to his honor thy father, and likewise to the
other brothers and blessed leaves. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.

GEN.154-155
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AB03294

To: Haji Abu’l-Hasan, in Shiraz

O thou who hast believed in the Most Glorious Beauty, who
hast been attracted to the Most Glorious Kingdom, who hast
been set ablaze by the fire kindled in the Blessed Tree of Sinai,
and who hast been illumined by the radiant light in the Blessed
White Spot!

Thy letter was received and its contents were understood.

From its spiritual meadows the fragrance of firmness and
steadfastness was inhaled. How excellent is the state of the
aged one who hath renewed his youth! Praise be to God that
through the love of the Ancient Beauty thou art young with
the vigor of a fresh sapling and like a cypress in the garden
thou art in motion and vibration, possessing utmost freshness,
grace and joy like a flower in the rose garden. This is naught
but through the bounty and favor of the Lord of Hosts.

On behalf of you and as your deputy I make pilgrimage at the
Holy Threshold. You should now be present in the gatherings
of the friends there and be the cause of enthusiasm and joy for
the loved ones. You are always remembered and will never be
forgotten.

Convey wonderful greetings to the noble descendant and tell
him that supplications for confirmations are offered at the
Holy Threshold. It is hoped that he will be assisted in all
affairs. Likewise convey most wonderful and glorious greetings
to Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali. We are eagerly longing to meet all
the friends and loved ones of God with the utmost joy and
fragrance.

O Lord! Assist them to attain Thy good-pleasure and enable
them through Thy power and might to exalt the Word of the
Covenant. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Bestower.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB03139

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn Naqqash, in Shiraz

O steadfast one who is firmly rooted! Your expansive letter was
received and its purpose understood. Although you are living
in seclusion, you are embraced by the favor of the Beloved who
captures hearts, for this solitude and isolation is in the path of
the Divine Unity and is a retreat of Truth, a corner of oneness
and a place of delight for the people of love. It has always been
thus - the longtime friends lived in seclusion, yet despite this
their sanctified fragrances reached the highest heaven. Though
isolated by the oppression of the tyrannical, they perfumed the
nostrils of the spiritual ones with their musk-like fragrance.

Give the glad tidings of divine favors to the assured hand-
maiden of God, the honored lady, and give the Persian friends
the good news of acceptance at the threshold of Divine Unity.

The ascension of Mirza Isma’il Khan and ‘Abbas Khan brought
the utmost sorrow, but existence in this world has little fra-
grance either. You observe how dark and narrow this world
is, and its foundation is of dust and stone - what then of its
branches and results? Be not grieved - those birds have at-
tained to the station of joy and entered the rose garden of de-
light, where they sing wondrous melodies that astound minds
and consciousness, and they yearn for those spiritual stations
for the friends.

Convey my longing greetings to ‘Abdu’r-Rahman on behalf of
this servant of God. I beseech God that he may be successful
and assisted with complete bounty. And upon you and him be
greetings and praise.
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To: Yazdi, Muhammad Ali son of Isma’il (Saida), in Sidon

O longtime friend! Remember those days when in Iraq we
reclined in the shade of the Tree of Providence, and in every
hour through increased favors and bounties we reached the
utmost of our desires. Remember those bright nights and those
times like rose gardens and flower beds that passed. How well
did the poet say:

Come, rosebud-mouthed beloved, see how straitened is this
heart in me;

Yet still I breathe, bereft of thee—Behold my hard heart’s
cruelty.

In any case, all that you had written with the pen of truth-
fulness, uprightness, sincerity and devotion to truth - I bear
witness by God that all the beneficial counsels and convincing
proofs were good advice and pure well-wishing. However, not
every ear is worthy of every counsel and secret. Since you had
written purely out of goodwill for all and to remind of God’s
Covenant and Testament, God willing it will have some effect.
But not all of it is possible, rather it would cause distress to
some souls. Therefore God willing some will be recorded and
some will be deleted and implemented. Convey greetings to
his honor Ali Effendi. Ahmad Effendi has gone to Istanbul.
Investigate why he went and how long he had been in Tripoli.
Was he summoned from Istanbul or did he go on his own?
Investigate and report back.

5 Convey greetings to the young girl and her mother.
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ABO03070

To: Sulayman Yazdi, in Tabriz

Though that light of guidance set from that horizon and that
star of faithfulness descended from that dawning-place, yet
praise be to God that he left behind one like your honor as
a memorial and remnant. That noble one was occupied day
and night with serving the loved ones of God, promoting the
Word of God, and bringing joy to the hearts of the friends
of God, and was known by the name of God throughout all
regions, until he drank the cup of martyrdom from the hand
of the cup-bearer of grace. Today in the horizon of the Abha
Kingdom he shines like the morning star with utmost brilliance
and cries out “Would that my people knew how my Lord has
forgiven me and placed me among the honored ones!” But not
every ear can hear this call.

Now since you are among the distinguished members of that
honored temple, you must certainly arise with his character
and conduct, and move according to his way and path, so that
you may water what he planted and raise high what he built,
until the fame of his services encompasses the world and the
melody of his sanctity reaches the ethereal sphere, and the
truth of “the believers are as one soul” and “the successor is
the return of the predecessor” may be realized. It is hoped
through divine confirmation that your success may exceed the
assistance of that one who ascended unto God.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB03236

To: Baha’is of Taliqgan

O true friends and lovers of the Divine Beauty! His honor
Mirza Fadlu’llah has mentioned all of you in his letter and
has mentioned you with such sweetness and grace that it truly

brought joy, and he has beseeched divine confirmations for all.

This servant’s occupations, troubles, sorrows and pains are so
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numerous that I cannot describe them. Despite this, I did not
wish to remain silent and forget, so I took up the pen and
wrote this letter.

O those enamored of the countenance of the True Beloved! O
those enchanted by the face of the All-Merciful Joseph! Turn
to the Most Glorious Kingdom and say and sing and supplicate:
“O Most Glorious Beloved! O Peerless Loved One! We have
lifted our hearts from both worlds since we raised the banner
of Thy love. We have turned our faces from the world and
all therein since we found Thy heart-attracting countenance.
We have closed our eyes to all else since we opened them to
Thy beauty. O True Beloved! Cast a ray into the hearts and
manifest a gleaming in the souls, that we may become free
from every bond and be entirely captivated by Thee, that we
may become flames of the Covenant and stars rising from the
dawning-place of the light of the signs of unity, and become
lights of the Kingdom of detachment, springs of guidance and
fountains of piety and angels of the Supreme Concourse. I
swear, O Lord, confirm! O Forgiver, forgive! O All-Forgiving
One, grant forgiveness!”
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AB03196

To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran

O helper of knowledge and wisdom! Do you know how you have
become the manifestation of infinite favors and the recipient of
divine grace and bestowal? You have been guided by the light
of guidance, attracted by the breaths of the Supreme Kingdom,
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, speaking in remem-
brance of God, promoting the religion of God, and explaining
the proofs and evidences of the Cause of God. And now you
have undertaken to teach the newcomers to the Abha Paradise.
You present proofs and establish clear and brilliant evidence.
These youth are the incomparable saplings in the garden of
hopes. Soon they will be educated and trained, will loose their
tongues in teaching, and will offer thanks to you. This is a
divine lineage that will extend to all eternity. Blessed art thou
and excellent is thy destiny! His Honor the Trustee praised
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the teaching classes so much that this servant completely for-
got all trials and tribulations, immediately raised his hands in
supplication to the Supreme Concourse, and sought assistance
and bounty for you and your students.

O Lord! Render rich this soul who is confirmed with all boun-
ties! And make him to become the dawning place of the great-
est bestowals and the recipient of highest bounties. At every
moment send unto him a new confirmation and vouchsafe a
new assistance so that hearts may be attracted and breasts
may be dilated and the souls may attain the glad tidings so
that all may have true happiness and that their eyes may be
become bright and that eternal confirmations may be manifest
in all their splendour. Thou art the Mighty the Powerful Thou
art the giver and Thou art the Beneficent, the Compassionate
the Transcendent the Peerless One.
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AB03200

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad et al.

O thou who art attracted to the Truth! What thou hadst writ-
ten was read and recited, and with utmost joy and fragrance
its meaning and contents were pondered, for it brought glad
tidings of unity and harmony among the friends, and heralded
fellowship, oneness and love between the beloved ones.

I swear by the holy dust of the Blessed Threshold that it
brought such joy as is beyond description, for the Exalted
One - may my spirit be sacrificed for His most pure blood -
hastened to the field of martyrdom with utmost joy, and the
holy souls sacrificed themselves with perfect gladness, and the
Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name - may my spirit,
my being and my essence be sacrificed for His pure threshold -
accepted all tribulations and trials, from beating and assault,
chains and fetters, captivity and exile and banishment, prison
and imprisonment, so that souls might be raised up who would
become manifestations of true fellowship and dawning-places
of heartfelt, sincere love.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S 035 pip 41 G Q) Gl
O, s el s S ORI
Mg e 1) A5 55 hglas sy pgie o
Q}ﬁ&;&ﬂ“w};g&\d@\}
sls Oliwgs cpule

WOLO; J)LA OLL#TJ:\EA u\j{)fw&' ‘
spl wed B 5 31y Gy kel
3 fE s o2 O oF s L e )
:Wdfﬂ; B s Gl y Il LSl
D03 o8 b Nasep sl e s O
ﬁ’ v JALE.& A{ .,\SJ; C))"‘.‘" Sery
*ﬁﬂ&&—ﬁ'—d&ﬁ} .ASJ;

138


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA3/swa3-4.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/982.pdf#page=19
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/982.pdf#page=19
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/tss.pdf#page=157

V]

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB12261

And until these lights shine forth with perfect radiance from
the horizon of hearts, this cycle will not yield its fruit and the
purpose will not be achieved, this blessed tree will not bear
fruit and the Tuba tree will not become fruitful, the morn of
hope will not dawn and the darkness of despair will not vanish,
the world will not become a new world and the lower kingdom
will not become a mirror of the higher kingdom, and the Abha
Paradise will not be adorned and the lights of bounty will not
shine forth.
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AB12261

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran

O servant of the Abha Beauty!

Your letter was received and its contents understood. How-
ever, that which this servant considers to be for your good and
benefit, and conducive to the exaltation of the human world, I
say you must seek My good-pleasure rather than your own.

Observe how ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in this Most Great Prison, is af-
flicted and consumed in a blazing fire, finding not a moment’s
rest nor drawing a peaceful breath, thinking day and night
of nothing but service and servitude at the Sacred Threshold,
having no other hopes or desires.
footsteps and share these thoughts and aspirations. Whatever
you are commanded to do, you must know that your welfare
lies therein and promptly obey.

You too must walk in His

Time and again it was written that you must study the sci-
ence of medicine with perfect steadfastness. Strive day and
night to become a skilled physician. Again I say, you must
absolutely show no laxity in this matter. I supplicate at the
Sacred Threshold that you may be assisted with the greatest
spirituality and truly prove yourself worthy of your illustrious
martyr father, so that “the son may be the secret of his father.”

5 For those persons who had requested Tablets, these were writ-

ten solely out of consideration for you. Otherwise, I swear by
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the Ancient Beauty that I have not a moment’s leisure and am
occupied with important matters.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03219

To: Bakhshayish, Maryam wife of Mirza Farajullah et al., in Tihran

O assured leaf! Though the affliction that has befallen is a
soul-consuming fire and a heart-piercing arrow, what can be
done about ancient wisdom and inevitable destiny? It is better
that we bow our heads to the sword of destiny and offer our
breasts as shields to the arrow of fate with acceptance. What
recourse is there except submission and contentment? “If you
are patient you will be rewarded, and God’s decree will be
carried out; and if you complain you will sin, and God’s decree
will be carried out.” Therefore it is better that you become a
contented and pleasing soul and remain assured, so that you
may join the company of those leaves who are as mountains of
patience and oceans of forbearance, who are pure acceptance
and abundantly blessed from the sea of contentment. I swear
by the tribulation of the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His suffering, if the veil were lifted, whatever is
destined would be chosen.

Now do not lament, do not burst into flames, do not weep, do
not wail. In this grief you have a kind partner and companion
in sighs and cries - his honor Khan, upon him be the glory
of the All-Merciful, and this servant - we are both saddened
by your sorrow and grieved by your grief. If you seek our
solace, be consoled; if you seek our tranquility, be content with
fate. Place your trust in the Ancient Beauty and submit to the
Greatest Name, so that your face may shine like the radiant
moon in His path. And may the Glory be upon you and upon
every patient woman in tribulation who is content with God’s
decree.
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ABO03185

To: Mirza Aga Tihrani

O thou who art supplicating and imploring the Abha King-
dom! The sighs and cries, the heart-rending lamentations of
that lover of the Countenance of the Beloved reached the ears
of the yearning ones. Thou hadst expressed thy grief and re-
gret at not receiving a reply to thy letter. Although no trace
of the pen was manifested - and this was due to the multi-
tude of occupations and the onset of concerns and important
matters which surge and swell like a boundless ocean - yet if
thou wouldst look with true insight and gaze with vision, thou
wouldst see that through Our own spiritual messenger, a hun-
dred replies were sent for every letter. For though no written
page was dispatched, praise be to God, the preserved tablet of
hearts exists and is evident, inscribed with the most wondrous
calligraphy, words, meanings and mysteries. If this connection
did not exist, whence would come this ardor, this rapture and
this attraction? The hand is hidden but behold the writing;
the rider is invisible but observe the dust.

In any case, know thou that We have never been, nor are We
now, forgetful of the divine friends for a single moment, and
We have always been and continue to be supplicating the Abha
Kingdom that It may bestow such a bounty that those essences
of being and dawning-places of witness may become the rising-
points of the lights of the praised Sovereign, and may be raised
up in this human world with such qualities as to become the
everlasting life of the human world. And glory be upon thee
and upon those who have drunk the choice wine from this
elegant cup.
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AB03120

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Tihran

O thou who art homeless and distressed! What thou hadst writ-
ten to His Holiness the Afnan of the Blessed Tree was noted.
Truly thou hast been subjected to oppression and cruelty and
exposed to harm and affliction. But be thou assured that this
loss and detriment will become the cause of boundless profit,
and this oppression and cruelty will become the magnet at-
tracting the aid and bounty of the Almighty Lord. One must
consider the results and consequences of affairs, and whatever
has been lost has been lost in the path of God - it will surely
become a beneficial bounty. Be confident. The properties and
possessions of the world will ultimately be lost, but the harvest
of the divine Farmer will endure and its yield will be thousands
upon thousands of measures. “God multiplieth for whom He
willeth.” And upon thee be glory.

Convey my longing greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Siavash, Jinab-i-
Aqga Ardeshir Rostam Khan, Jinab-i-Aga Shahriyar, Jinab-i-
Aga Muhammad Husayn ‘Attar, Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Hasan Sul-
tan, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Ja’far, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad
Taqi, and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Ali Akbar Mushkibaf. I hope from God
that each one may become peerless and unique in the world of
existence and in the love of God, and may sacrifice their lives
a hundred thousand times each day in the path of the Beloved.
May they be divine sacrificers and offerings to that luminous
countenance. And when the pen became engaged in their men-
tion, the fingers began trembling from the excitement of love.
And upon thee be glory.
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AB11857

To: Nur Muhammad Khan (Kirman), in Tihran

Your letter, brief in words but overflowing with inner meaning,
hath been perused. The answer therefore is also brief.
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2 You have asked concerning the verse: “Abstain from eating
two incompatible foods at the table”! By incompatibility is
meant foods and dishes whose ingredients do not agree with
each other. However, Baha’u’llah hath not stipulated whether
these foods should be specified according to the ancient school
of medicine or the modern one. By it is meant that if two
incompatible foods be served at the table, it is not advisable
to partake of both. And this dependeth also on the state of
one’s health and on whether the digestive system is function-
ing properly or poorly. For instance to consume two courses
of food which are not easily digestible or to eat two succes-
sive meals whose ingredients are both either cold or hot by
nature, would hardly agree with a delicate constitution. Or
perhaps one’s natural disposition may be such that one cannot
tolerate two different courses of a certain food or two dishes
each of which would adversely affect the digesting of the other.
Hence it would not be advisable to partake of these foods in
quick succession. This is a matter that must be determined by
physicians. Whatever foods a physician may forbid a person
to eat successively should be regarded as incompatible.

3 Moreover you have asked about the link [barzakh] between the
material world and the spiritual world. You have stated that
since there was a link between the mineral and the vegetable
kingdoms and one between the vegetable and animal kingdoms,
such a link may also exist between the material and the spir-
itual worlds after ascension. Know thou of a certainty that
the soul is exalted above time and place and that the interven-
ing link is also spiritual by nature, wholly detached from the
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contingent world. And upon thee be salutation and praise. NP
BRL_ ATE#063x BRL_DAK#0079, MAS9.149

To: Sakinih wife of Muhammad Rahim Attar, in Tihran

O assured and pure leaf! Although you have been afflicted
with the anguish of separation and the intensity of depriva-
tion, do not lament or wail, for that yearning lover of the
Peerless Beauty has hastened to the divine rose garden and
has ascended to the seat of truth with the Mighty Sovereign.
He has ascended from transient dwellings to eternal gardens,

'BH01313.
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found deliverance from the constraints of this earthly realm,
and hastened to the Supreme Companion. He has been freed
from the darkness of separation and the distress of deprivation,
and has attained the paradise of reunion. He has drunk the
cup of supreme triumph from the hand of the Cup-bearer of
grace and has tasted the honey of ancient favor from the fruits
of the gardens of bounty. In the verdant meadow of the divine
garden, like sacred birds on the highest branches of the gar-
den of fellowship, with the most wondrous melodies and most
delicate songs, he is engaged in praising and glorifying and giv-
ing thanks for the favors of the Ever-Living, the Undying One.
Blessed is he and excellent is his final abode. With the tongue
of his condition he says: “Would that my people knew!”

Convey to the maidservants of God Sadr-i-Jahan, Mah Sultan
and Rubabih the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings
from this servant, and tell them not to be sorrowful and grief-
stricken at the ascension of their father. After the ascension
of the Supreme Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for the
dust of His loved ones - ascension is the greatest bounty, the
supreme freedom, and an endless blessing. And upon them all
be glory.
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AB03138

To: Siyyid Asadullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O steadfast one! Do not grieve, be not distressed. The aid
and bounty of the Most Glorious Beauty encompasses all, and
His grace and assistance flow continuously. Praise be to God,
divine victory is your friend and brother, and heavenly confir-
mation is ever before you. Never allow weariness or lethargy,
nor seek weakness or failing. Moment by moment be intimate
with thanksgiving to the Ancient Beauty, and engage in praise
and supplication to the Most Great Name, so that day by day
divine favors may become manifest and the witness of hopes
may illumine its countenance like a candle in the gathering
of acceptance. Be confident. His Holiness the Martyr son of
the Martyr, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glorious,
is grateful to you and requests prayers from ‘Abdu’l-Baha on
your behalf.
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2 O my God! O my God! These two servants are gazing toward
the Kingdom of Thy might and are turned to the horizon of
Thy oneness, supplicating to Thee and trusting in Thee, glad-
dened by Thy holy fragrances and attracted to the spirit of
Thy loving kindness. O God! Assist them through the power
of Thy celestial might and enable them through the force of
Thy divine dominion. Open before their faces the doors of
triumph and grant them sustenance from the table of heaven,
O Thou Most Holy and Most Glorious! Make for them a way
out and ordain for them provision, and sustain them from Thy
hidden treasuries. Make them victorious over those who have
harmed them and protect them in the shelter of Thy protection
through Thy aid and bounty, Thy safeguarding and preserva-
tion, O Lord of the Most Beautiful Names, O Possessor of the
Most Exalted Similitude! Verily Thou art the All-Merciful and
verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Bestower.
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AB03218

To: Wife of Ismullahul-Asdagq, in Tihran

O faithful, supplicating, pure, good, steadfast, and successful
leaf! Praise the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name that
in the days of God you attained the presence of the Beloved
of the horizons and the Purpose of the essence of existence
among the people of concord. You drank the cup of divine
utterance from the hand of the cup-bearer of grace, and with
your outward eye and inner vision beheld the eternal Beauty.
You heard with your own ears His life-giving divine call from
His purified mouth, and in the Most Holy Court were favored
to hear the all-embracing Word. You came under the shadow
of the tree of the knowledge of God and the mighty branch of
the love of God - the sign of guidance and banner of piety, His
Holiness Ismu’llah. Day and night you heard praises and trib-
utes to the Ancient Beauty from that truthful and clear tongue,
and were blessed with pure offspring who, both in lineage and
character, are branches of that sacred tree.

2 Now, in gratitude for these glorious gifts, occupy yourself day
and night in the gatherings of the handmaidens of God with
the mention and praise of the Supreme Lord. Kindle such a fire
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that you may become the leader of those intoxicated with the
Beauty of the Beloved and the chief of those enamored with the
countenance of the All-Merciful. Make every lifeless one fresh
and alive, and every withered one delicate and boundlessly
radiant.

And upon you and upon the handmaidens of the All-Merciful
there be the Glory.
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To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran

O fruit of the Blessed Tree! Every piece of gold and silver
appears bright, refined, and lustrous before being tested, but
when cast into the crucible of trial and melted in the fire of
tests, pure gold becomes distinguished from base metal. There-
fore, gold that has been tested cannot be compared with other
gold and silver, for it has been melted in the fire of trials and
its true golden nature has been proven and established before
all.

Now that blessed fruit, having been subjected to the severest
of tests - beyond which none can be imagined - praise be to
God, did not wither from the surging waves of trials and the
assailing winds of tribulation. Rather, it grew in freshness and
grace. Therefore, it is fitting that thou shouldst arise with
a radiant countenance in the rose-garden of unity, and like a
smiling flower in the divine garden, display joy and gladness,
for thou hast been confirmed with such grace and bounty, hast
drunk such an overflowing cup, and hast diffused such musk-
laden fragrances.

In gratitude for this blessing, remove the veil from the eyes of
the handmaidens - that is, those women who are deprived of
the fountain of the All-Merciful and denied the spring of bounty.
Like earthbound birds, they are companions of darkness, and
like insects, they are blind to and veiled from the clear signs,
deprived and forbidden. And upon thee be Glory.
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AB03203

To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran

O thou who hast been struck by the greatest calamity! Tribu-
lations and sorrows have encompassed thee from every side,
and great hardship hath befallen thee. Although thy compan-
ion hath ascended to the highest heaven, he hath not left thee
without a helper and protector. This Wronged One is thy com-
forter, and thy supporter and protector is the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting Lord. Days shall pass, and all shall transfer
from their beds of comfort to the lowliest abode. Kings and
subjects alike shall hasten from palaces to tombs, and from
lofty halls shall fall into prison and bondage. This is the end
of every human being.

But blessed souls find this world a prison, and from this prison
they hasten to the celestial realm. For the birds of the garden
of truth, this world is a cage, and these birds fly from this cage
to the rose-garden of the All-Merciful. Therefore, death hath
not been ordained for such souls that it should cause grief and
sorrow, particularly since that departed one in his final days
possessed another fervor and another yearning, and was in the
utmost supplication and imploration. Praise be to God that
his journey’s end became the beginning of divine favors, and
he attained to that which was worthy and befitting. Therefore,
set aside grief and sorrow, and occupy thyself with seeking
forgiveness and pardon from the Forgiving Lord, that thou
mayest gladden and rejoice the spirit of that noble one. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran
O Breezes of Holiness! Pass by those sanctuaries and hills over d,:)‘ 5 bl S Al Oleis L)

which the gentle winds have wafted, and give glad tidings to
that pure fruit through the tenderness of the Tree and the af-
fection of the divine Lote-Tree, saying: Upon you be greetings
and praise, O fresh, perfect, joyous, radiant, excellent, fragrant
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fruit who is gladdened by the glad-tidings of God, who has be-
lieved in God, who is certain of the signs of God, and who is
firm in the Covenant of God. I beseech God to assist you in
His Cause and to confirm you in steadfastness in all conditions.
Verily, He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.

O my God! This is a wondrous fruit whose freshness, delicacy
and sweetness have become manifest in her firmness in Thy
ancient Covenant and Thy straight path. O Lord! Shower
upon her all Thy mercy, single her out for Thy bounty, and
kindle within her heart the fire of Thy love. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Forgiving.

O pure fruit! Jinab-i-Amin in his writings expressed utmost
gratitude for the firmness and steadfastness of that assured
and confident believer, who is truly firm like a mountain and
steadfast like an impregnable fortress, who is gladdened by
the favors of the Blessed Beauty and rejoices in the grace of
the Lamp of the Concourse on High, who is occupied with
the mention of Truth and is intimate with and passionate for
divine praise. It is hoped through God’s special favors that in
all conditions you may be the cause of attraction for all the
leaves in those regions. And upon you be glory.

V8 ey el 5 Ll w1 )

dl.woéc ""‘)&‘ULLW‘)&ULM\
gﬁ.@y)‘/‘w JC Ja\a_}a ol ! J.....a‘ )
f"d‘ L;L\):s 4l u,iil\cedul.a...u\!\éc

3 nlb ook B oA 58 eds (Al
£l Suge e st B e 5 Ll
K e dil o, o r~::wu Kbl o
sl 3w &&f\v@é’)&)
) Al juall el S Kee b

¢ & s

U,Afubjs'-):um\ubdj 2o f sl
fage O gy 5 st ) SIS Sl
Jer O aiadl s s Koy 0348 £ das
SEL o Ol Opr s Sl B
@M;\,@\w@wmgw
FROMET VI ot Tt 3 et Jel Mo
ok 3 el Bta y YL A
e ) o 53 § il B anls

s @5 Sl by Kol

Se
MKT5.007b
AB03260
To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran
O wondrous Branch of the Blessed Tree! Although for some Aej/\ SHU S).\:.J\ o G.A?)\ g A lfj\

time, in accordance with God’s perfect wisdom, the dove in
the nest of supplication has remained silent regarding spiritual
stations, yet at all times earnest entreaties and supplications
have been and continue to be made to the Peerless Lord, that
He may, through the breezes of His grace, keep that Branch
of the Blessed Tree fresh, verdant and flourishing, and confirm
it in all circumstances. If you seek the confirmation of the
Abha Kingdom, remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant
and Testament as you should and must, and hold fast to the
hem of the grace of the All-Merciful. By the life of God, this
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is verily the strong cord and the mighty covenant. And glory
be upon you.

All your strenuous efforts in service to the Cause of God, ar-
ranging gatherings of fellowship, and striving to free those im-
prisoned in God’s path - all these are remembered and known
to God and to this servant, and you are rewarded from His
wondrous grace. It is hoped that henceforth you will demon-
strate even more than this in God’s path, becoming like the
manifest serpent and revealing the white hand - meaning that
when you sense wavering in the Covenant among the people
of the world, you will, like the serpent of Moses, eliminate the
delusions of such souls which are like the ropes of sorcerers.
Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to Mirza
Yusuf.
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AB03134

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A perfumed breeze wafts
from the garden of thy heart and soul, and a sweet fragrance
reaches the nostrils of the yearning ones. Truly thou art firm
and steadfast, and successful in arising to serve the Truth and
adorning thy tongue with praise of the All-Merciful. Thou dost
show kindness to the orphans of the martyrs and love to the
survivors of the blessed ones.

The Spiritual Assembly of Yazd has cast the dice of service
and galloped in the field of servitude, and in the pole of the
world they have raised high the banner of love for the Ancient
Beauty. I beseech God and implore Him to make them signs
of guidance and standards of righteousness, exemplars to be
followed and models by which others may be guided.

Thou hadst asked permission to attain My presence. I too
am in utmost longing, but I shall visit by proxy through thee,
and thou shalt serve on My behalf, rendering service to the
survivors of the martyrs. May My spirit be sacrificed for them,
may My essence be sacrificed for them, may My very being be
sacrificed for them! I swear by the Truth that were it not for
intervening obstacles, and were freedom and liberty at hand,
this Prisoner would make His head His foot and hasten to that
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land, that perchance He might succeed in serving those who
remain of the martyrs.

Therefore, My ultimate hope is that thou mayest be confirmed
and assisted and strive to serve. Beyond this, the choice is
thine - carry out whatever pleases thee. It is acceptable and
beloved. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO03215

To: Wife of Mulla Muhammad Ibrahim et al., in Yazd

O grieving Leaf! Thou wert the companion of that manifest
light and brilliant star, and under the same constellation thou
wert his intimate friend. He hath passed beyond these material
constellations and hath ascended to the habitation of glory in
the realms above, where he shineth radiantly from the apogee
of the horizon of the Kingdom of Abha. Thou, alas, art left a
captive at the perigee of existence and art suffering the supreme
affliction.

But he is now calling thee, saying: “O dove of my heart! I have
departed from our earthly nest and have prepared a nest for
us in the branches of the Divine Lote Tree in the Kingdom of
Abha. From the boughs of this blessed Tree I am singing with
wondrous melodies in praise and glorification of the Ancient
Beauty. Therefore, caress the children, train and nurture them,
and deliver to them the glad-tidings of the manifold bounties of
the Abha Beloved, for in this realm they are most precious, and
in this world their cup is overflowing. Though I was martyred
and became invisible to outward eyes, yet day and night I
remember them and beseech God that they may be delivered
from darkness. Their kind father, in truth, is the All-Merciful
Lord. Let them grieve and sorrow no longer. Although the life
of the world existeth, its existence is fleeting. Its pleasure is
a mirage, its honey poison, its sweetness a bitter morsel, and
its favor a cruel affliction. Wherefore, be joyful and let your
spirits soar, and be thankful and full of gladness.”

The glory of God rest upon the relatives of the martyrs.
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AB03238

To: Baha’is of Zavarih

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! 1 swear by the Beauty
of Truth that the Concourse on High has loosed their tongues
in praise of you and offered such acclaim that the denizens of
the most exalted Kingdom were moved to joy and delight. For
you have demonstrated such steadfastness in the path of the
Glorious Lord that you became the object of praise from the
Manifestation of the Ancient Beauty and of reverence from the
loved ones of the Greatest Name.

I bear witness by God that you were not disturbed or shaken
by the descent of trials. In the fire of tests you blossomed like
pure gold, and in the early dawn you engaged in prayer and
communion with the Beloved of hearts. From your hearts you
raised the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” and in your
innermost being you called out “Assist us, O my Most Exalted
Lord!” You were not disturbed by the clamor, tumult and
uproar of the people of hatred.

This is among those things that are inseparably linked - surely
the love-smitten lovers must become captives to the cruelty of
oppressors, and the moths consumed by love must fall upon the
dusty earth. That captivity is sovereignty, and this burning is
illumination.

Soon you will observe what a magnificent festival the Beauty
of Abha has arranged for these weak servants of His, what a
supreme Paradise He has established, what a Garden of Delight
He has adorned. There is joy and gladness, and the melodies of
birds, and cups whose mixture is of camphor, and the song of
the birds of the garden of truth reaches unto the Concourse on
High, and the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” creates
a tumult in the Most Exalted Kingdom.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03295

To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Eqypt

O thou who hast clung to the hem of divine favors! Your
letters arrived and their contents caused grief to this sorrowful
heart. Glory be to God! This servant made every possible
effort through all means and channels for the preservation of
the spirituality and joy of the loved ones of God, but the result
ended in heartache. Undoubtedly there must be consummate
wisdom in this - perhaps ye may hate a thing though it is
good for you. In any case, after contemplation, reflection and
perplexity, no solution was found except to refer the resolution
of these difficulties, the cessation of these disputes, and the
solving of these problems to his honor Aqga Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar,
upon him be the Most Luminous Glory of God, since he is in
those parts and is meticulous in commercial and accounting
matters, and is in truth sincere in intention in all affairs - no
blame from any blamer can turn him from the path of God.
Therefore a letter was written to him which is enclosed; please
deliver it. Despite all these difficulties and occupations, this
servant has certainly written a large volume regarding these
problems that have arisen between the loved ones of God in
that region. Therefore let us see what his honor Aqa Siyyid
‘Ali-Akbar will do.

He is God. Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous
greetings to the pure and assured leaf, the handmaiden of God
Daji’, and to the delicate leaf Mihrangiz, and may the Glory
rest upon them both morning and evening.
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AB03146

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi, in Eqypt

...The Commission of Investigation returned with a book of
inquiries. The decision has not yet emerged from the coun-
cil. The local government imprisoned several friends who were
Iranian subjects without communicating with Istanbul. Later
the province said this was against the law and released those
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souls, but the matter is in Istanbul’s hands to see what they
will decide. But we are awaiting severe trials, to see what God
has ordained....
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ABO03161

To: Muhammad Javad Alagihband, in Palestine

O visitor to the holy shrine! Praise God that you traversed
thousands of parasangs from your familiar homeland, crossed
many deserts, traversed numerous wilderness and seas, and
endured hardships until you attained to the blessed, holy, lu-
minous shrine. You kissed the sacred threshold, inhaled the
fragrances of the blessed garden, and circumambulated the
gathering place of the Supreme Concourse.

This is a bounty that is the ultimate hope of the Supreme Con-
course. Know its value, and although its grace is not apparent
now and its signs are not evident, yet soon, like the manifest
dawn, it will become clear and evident how great this bounty
was - that in such days, unknown ones like you and me could
be present at this threshold like the truthful ones and succeed
in attaining such grace and favor. And this is from the bounty
of my Lord.

After this divine rose garden, set out for your familiar home-
land and become so enkindled with the flame of love for the
Living, the Self-Subsisting that your breath will have the effect
of the sealed wine, and by merely uttering a word the listener
will become affected and intoxicated. This power exists like the
sun at the dawning-place of hopes in the reality of love for the
Blessed Beauty, but its rising and manifestation depends upon
servitude to the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones.

Strive to become the manifestation of good-pleasure and the
dawning-place of the light of faithfulness. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO03275

Tablet of Visitation for Manuchihr Khan

O Lord! Upon you be greetings, and upon you be praise, and
upon you be prayers, and upon you be glory, O chief of minis-
ters and king of princes and sun of chancellors and full moon
of moons and prince of the ethereal realm and one who sits
upon the throne of noble glory!

I testify that you believed in God and were certain of God’s
verses and submitted to the Manifestation of God’s lights and
were humble before the Dawning Place of God’s revelation and
were attracted by the fragrances of God and protected the
Dayspring of God’s light and preserved the Center of Guidance
from the evil of the enemies who cast aside piety and followed
their desires and did not fear God and insulted the Dawning
Place of God’s verses. You are the one whom veils did not
prevent from witnessing the clear signs and whom treasures of
wealth did not stop from traveling the most excellent path.

Blessed are you, O possessor of great nobility! Good news to
you, O holder of the highest rank! You are indeed the fortunate
one in the Supreme Concourse and you are indeed the glorious
one in the Most Glorious Kingdom. You are indeed the one
described by the tongue of the people of piety and you are
indeed the one praised by the tongues of the people of guidance.

Blessed is the one who visits your illumined resting place.
Blessed is the one who kisses your purified grave. Blessed
is the one who clings to your perfumed shrine. Blessed is
the one who inhales your amber-scented dust. Blessed is the
one who serves your tomb which surpasses the most fragrant
musk. Blessed is the one who lights the lamp in your lofty
portico. Blessed is the one who adorns your wondrous resting
place. By the life of God! He is surely among the triumphant
ones and in the eternal paradise among those who will abide
forever.
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AB03299

To: HC.W.

Thou hast written concerning Love, Marriage and Divorce.
Love is the moving principle of all phenomena. It is the first
Divine Grace and its effects are apparent and manifest in all
degrees of existence. Marriage is the essential and outward
fruit of Love, it is the cause of affinity and communication be-
tween two souls, so that they may become so blended together
as to find the expression of one soul. This affinity and love
has an eternal foundation, therefore divorce is abominable and
detested at the Threshold of the Almighty. God has desired
for man amity and not hatred. He has destined for him union
and not separation.

Notwithstanding this weighty consideration, when no harmony
and accord is obtained between two souls and that they loathe
and abhor each others associations and both sides feel contin-
ual torment and anguish, unquestionably separation from each
other is better, because both are suffering and union is impossi-
ble. But they must take hold of this last means when all other
resources of reconciliation are exhausted; perchance union may
appear again and the two souls be reunited permanently and
peacefully. When at last union becomes impossible of realiza-
tion and positively unattainable, then divorce is permitted.

BSTW#192

AB03103

To: Hashim Qalami

O servant of God! His honor Shaykh Rahmani, despite extreme
weakness, traversed great distances and endured the hardships
and difficulties of travel until he arrived at the shore of the Holy
Land and perfumed his nostrils with the dust of the threshold
of the Holy Shrine. And when this servant arose to serve at
the threshold of the One God, now he returns, trusting in God.
Appreciate the worth of this elderly man and circle around him
like moths. He has truly endured hardship.
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The ode that was sent was observed - it was eloquent and
articulate. But if you wish to sweeten my palate and make
my taste sugary, compose an ode about the servitude of this
servant and my utter poverty and nothingness at the Sacred
Threshold, so that the spirit may be stirred and my soul may
find joy and delight, the eyes be brightened and the court of
the heart become a rose garden, the life-giving breeze may blow
and the spirit-nurturing fragrance be diffused.

I swear by that countenance and character of the Ancient
Beauty that I desire no description except ‘Abdu’l-Baha and
seek no attribute except servant of Baha. I am the dust of
the Threshold and its lowliest guard - by this I am proud and
distinguished, renowned and fulfilled.

Therefore, O friend, loose your tongue and compose an ode
about the pure servitude of this servant at the threshold of the
Most Glorious Beauty, and play it to the melody of the harp
and tambourine of the Abha Kingdom.
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AB03121

To: Jinab-i-Siyyid

. O moth of the celestial candle!

When the cycle of existence and the realm of manifestation
progressed through all degrees and stations of ascent and ele-
vation, the time arrived for the appearance and emergence of
the realities of perfection, the mysteries of the Kingdom, and
the subtle and wondrous secrets of the Beauty which were hid-
den and concealed in the potentialities and innermost realities
of being like seeds and grains beneath the soil.

The Sun of Truth, the Most Great Luminary, the Most Lumi-
nous Orb, the Dawn of Guidance rose and shone forth from
the dayspring of hopes of the kings of the realm of knowledge.
From the intensity of its radiating rays, the inner and outer
worlds, the realm of bodies and spirits, and the kingdom of
truth and metaphor were brought to excitement and tumult.
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Wonderful signs appeared in this new age and strange powers
became manifest from minds and thoughts. A hundred thou-
sand wisdoms became treasured in a breast and a hundred
thousand stars of mysteries became manifest from a dawning-
place. The sea of realities surged and with each wave scattered
a hundred thousand pearls of consummate wisdom upon the
shores of knowledge. The cloud of bounty was raised up and
bestowed endless bounties.

5 The regions and localities became flower gardens and rose gar-

dens through flowers and blossoms, and gradually this will be-
come visible to eyes and strengthen vision, for souls are still
unaware and in the sleep of heedlessness.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB03232

To: Khudadad Rustam (Brother of Urmuzdyar Rustam) et al.

O friends! This captive Hormuzdyar Rustam is devoted to
the friends and loving to the companions. Upon visiting the
sacred dust he intended to return and remembered the friends
and wished to bring a gift for each one, but what could be done
as there was no opportunity. Therefore he confined himself to
one letter, hoping that from these few words many meanings
would be understood and it would become clear how much
attachment of heart this prisoner has for the Persian friends.

Night and day I am delighted and joyous at the thought of
seeing them, and in the sea of pain and grief I am gladdened
and comforted by their remembrance. Through the bounty of
God, I desire that each of these friends become a shining and
radiant candle, and in the gatherings of India receive the light
of God, and through the intensity of love for the Most Merciful
captivate hearts and find repose in the shade of the palm tree of
hope, and adorn their countenance with the radiance of divine
favors.

O friends, may your souls be happy! Those who have left
this earthly realm have joined the celestial world. I hope they
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become the manifestation of the forgiveness and pardon of God.
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12260

To: Mim Sin

O my God! I beseech the Kingdom of Thy oneness and
the Dominion of Thy singleness that Thou wouldst, through
Thy penetrating power in the realities of things and Thy
all-encompassing might throughout the worlds of creation,
confirm Thy servant who has spared no effort in safeguarding
the oppressed among the poor and protecting the persecuted
among the loved ones, who has held fast to true justice and
walked the straight path, never deviating from the mighty
balance. O Lord! Strengthen him with hosts marshalled from
the Supreme Concourse and mighty armies from Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom. Complete for him, through Thy grace, the
greatest blessing by enabling him to serve at the royal court
and preserve the great sovereignty, that he may be a fortress
for the weak, a refuge for the poor, a shelter for all who seek
protection, a haven for all who are afraid, a strong support
for every captive, a succor to all who cry for help, a subduer
of every oppressor, and a deterrent to all who violate sanctity.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Omnipotent,
and verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.

His honor has indeed rendered service to the Self-Subsisting
Lord in all circumstances, has aided the oppressed and sup-
ported the downtrodden. He has been a champion of justice
and laid the foundation of equity and grace. This servant, at
all times, even in the mornings and at dawn, supplicates with
the utmost humility and poverty at the Threshold of Oneness
that day by day, like the radiant evening star at the feast of
eternal glory, his countenance may shine bright, and like the
morning star he may gleam from the horizon of success. And
this is not difficult for God.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sy e B g 31 AL ol
sl SSyum Ja, O Kefls p S
dadl 5l Ko, LY sl
G e JU L Gl S LY iy
Gdghaall 4By 5 LAl e sl Bl
She 5 g3 Jadly Sk bRy
ol oo B2 5 el Bl G
&Y\SM\OAS.\:;;};AN\:\;)(;\FEA
m»&yﬂh&d\w\&ww
S wbl) dsle 45,\&\ AW
;la:Lﬁj/ ;\J.U.M \JW);;MWQ}S'
L\.’."\‘: K 5 ol :‘Kj L"L 3 e :p
K 5 St 8 bke el
Sl sl sl K Sils KLl 1

e e ) S )

Caods d\}n &3 aaad| s r}\xﬁ ol
E) -\:J}AJB (}Ue.» O aai .‘\:.5)5.9 r}a Lf'
el Gl Ssy Joe 2l p(s’- ol
fd\J\f)J'\‘gu‘Jw}dL@\
oK),\;)L&J\) CJ@ &Jg‘)})lﬁ\“} <lasd)
SRt g O San s 8 e O
Opr 5 &5 o) @) ‘b,—\e‘ <op g 02
5 sy dI 8 Bl #ons %0l

S A e 1ds

INBAS&5:519

158


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-266.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=521

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB11858

AB03282

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani

...However, regarding this servant, I am absolutely not pleased
that there should be any unkind words between two souls and
any argument and dispute. I swear by the Most Great Name,
it is as if an arrow has struck my breast. Any soul who believes
in the Primal Point, may my spirit be sacrificed for Him, and
is assured of the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones, and is firm in servitude and is a servant
of the Sacred Threshold - this servant yearns for his servitude.
This is what is necessary. And if the Covenant-breakers had
not destroyed the foundation of the Religion of God, I would
even have been satisfied with them.

2 In any case, do not allow dispute between two souls specifically
regarding me, and tell them to refer to him directly...
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AB11858

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani

O Herald of the Covenant! Your hardships and services in
the Cause of God from the time you first entered under the
shadow of the Most Glorious are truly beyond count or mea-
sure. Though the witnesses of the mortal world are heedless
and ignorant, praise be to God the witnesses of the Kingdom
are present and the Concourse on High are watching and obser-
vant. Since you have gained complete mastery and capability
in rendering services and bearing hardships, and have become
seasoned and experienced in this, therefore another difficult
task is being assigned to you, and there is no other choice.

The Sheikh ul-Islam of the Caucasus, having observed in these
days that the Word of God has been exalted in those regions
and the fragrance of the All-Merciful has been diffused, has be-
come inflamed with the fire of jealousy and, in opposition to the
truth, has concocted certain statements. His honor Aqa Rida
wrote something in response. Now the aforementioned Sheikh
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has written something new which has been sent. Please review
it. If you have the patience, write an elegant and convincing
response. It would be most timely, and it is certain that the
Holy Spirit will provide powerful confirmation and the breaths
of divine inspiration will perfume your nostrils.

O God! Assist Your servant Abu’l-Fada’il to prove Your reli-
gion, proclaim Your proof, clarify Your evidence, exalt Your
Word, repel Your opponents, turn back Your adversaries, si-
lence Your enemies, and confound those who dispute against
the Truth. Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the Glo-
rious, the Generous.

And the glory be upon him and upon all who are firm in the
Ancient Covenant.
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To: Mirza Aqa Baba (Sarvistan) et al.

O ye who yearn for the beauty of the compassionate Beloved!
No sooner had He Who is the Beloved of the worlds, the De-
sire of the spiritually minded, the Object of the adoration of
the heavenly souls, and the Promised One of the people of the
Bayan been made manifest in Iraq than He stirred and quick-
ened the earth, and shed His radiant light upon human con-
duct and character. The universe was set in motion, and the
whole creation was filled with joy. The reality of each created
thing acquired its heavenly significance, and every atom in ex-
istence attained unto the Divine Beloved. The East became
the Dawning-Place of splendours, and the West was made the
horizon of effulgent glory. The earth became heavenly, and
darksome dust was made radiant. The glory of the Kingdom
was revealed in the world of creation, and this nether realm was
awakened to the Realm on high. This world became another
world, and the realm of being acquired a new life.

With every passing day, these signs will be revealed and made
more manifest, these lights will shine more resplendent; and
with every passing moment, this musk-laden breeze will shed
its perfume upon the world. But alas! The people of Persia
remain wrapt in heedless slumber and, like the blind and the
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deaf, neither see the Light nor hear the Call. They are neither
awakened nor mindful.

Strive then and exert a mighty effort, for Persia is the homeland
of the compassionate Beloved, and Fars the dawning-place of
the resplendent Morn. Perchance, through the high endeavours
of the friends, the inhabitants of that land may perceive the
rays of that luminous Orb, and may receive their portion of
manifold grace from the Lord of tokens and signs. The Glory
of Glories rest upon you.
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AB11685

To: Mirza Kazim Khan Munshi

O thou who art aware of mysteries! Thy Lord hath chosen
thee, selected thee, and made thee one of the righteous. He
hath shed lights upon thy heart and guided thee to the path of
the virtuous ones. He gave thee to drink of the choice sealed
wine on the appointed Day - the Day when faces were humbled
before the Self-Subsisting, the Ever-Living, when necks were
brought low and heads were bowed before the dawning of the
Day Star of the horizons at the burning point in the midst of
heaven, the highest horizon. The heedless ones who sport in
their idle fancies are at loss, and they perceive not.

Consider carefully what the discerning one, aware and experi-
enced in the mystery of destiny, who is cognizant of the reality
of meanings embedded and contained within the verses and
chapters, the illustrious Shaykh Ahmad [al-Akbar|, wrote in re-
sponse to a question from the most luminous and pure Siyyid,
upon them both be greetings and praise. He said - and his
words transcend human capacity - “This matter must needs
have a resting place, and for every announcement there is a
term appointed.” By the announcement is meant the Great
Announcement. Then he said: “The certain answer is not per-
mitted. But ye shall surely know its tidings after a time.”

Then came this blessed verse: “This is naught but a Reminder
to the worlds” - that is, the one asked about is but the Great
Remembrance of God, and “ye shall surely know its tidings”
means what He will inform and announce “after a time” - that
is, after the year sixty-eight corresponding to the numerical
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value of “Hin” (time), for after year sixty-eight comes year
sixty-nine, and this is the year of the manifestation of the An-
cient Beauty, as the Most Glorious Beauty, exalted be He, hath
said: “Then in the year nine ye shall attain unto all good.” And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ganjii

O faithful servant of God! Praise be to the Lord, the All-
Loving, Who, at the first dawning of the light, guided thy noble
father to the light of guidance and distinguished him with the
greatest gift. He drank from the fountain of life and tasted
the sweet honey of the love of God. He was the object of the
glance of favor and the recipient of merciful regard. He was
ever mentioned in the Most Holy Court, and the emanations
of grace continually shone forth and were manifest upon him.
He was the recipient of special mercy and the manifestor of
particular favor, until he ascended to the Kingdom of Glory
and found his rest in the precincts of mercy. As his memorial
he left behind a son like thee, who art the essence of that noble
one and the attar of that rare and fragrant flower.

2 Praise God that thou art assisted and confirmed in faith and

certitude. In steadfastness in the Covenant thou shalt witness
the dawning of the light of confirmation, and in firmness in
the Testament thou shalt behold the signs of success from the
Day-Star of the horizons. The hosts of the Kingdom will ren-
der assistance and the armies of the Realm Above will grant
victory. Closed doors shall be opened and blocked paths shall
be cleared. However, the condition is that thou shalt not wa-
ver under tests and shalt not be shaken by trials, for certain
powerful ones will strive with utmost effort to make thee waver.
Be thou aware and vigilant. This is one of the mysteries of the
unseen which We inform thee of. Be thou extremely cautious.
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AB03184

To: Mulla Ashur

O thou who art afflicted in the path of God! O zealous Mulla
‘Ashur! This cup in God’s path is a cup whose intoxication be-
longed to the Prophets and holy ones of the All-Merciful. And
these tribulations in the love of God - from beating, banish-
ment, imprisonment, killing, plunder, pillage, spoliation and
deprivation - are a gift that those near the Divine Threshold
yearned for with heart and soul. Therefore, in thanksgiving for
this endless bounty, which is the ultimate hope of the heart and
soul of the lovers of the Beauty of the Beloved, arise so that
thy face may shine like a brilliant lamp among the company of
the righteous, and thy soul may be adorned like a flower gar-
den in full bloom through divine glad-tidings. These trials and
tribulations are bestowals from the Almighty Lord, but only
the people of God know their worth, for the worth of divine
jewels is known by the jewelers in the divine marketplace, not
by sellers of pottery; and the value of sugar and candy is rec-
ognized by the parrots of the Egypt of certitude, not by crows
and sparrows and ravens. Offer praise and thanks, and glory
be upon thee.

This steadfastness and firmness that hath been manifested
from thee in the Cause of God is a glory that the essences
of existence yearn for. Know this much: that nothing in exis-
tence hath been greater than steadfastness, and the Manifest
Beauty would at all times command His loved ones to firm-
ness and steadfastness. Praise be to God that you have been
assisted and confirmed.
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To: Rashid son of Bahman et al.

O longtime friends of the Lord God!

> Although in these times you have entered beneath the shade
of the Tree of Life, in truth you were in a realm sanctified from
time and place, and in the infinite expanse under the shadow of
God. Therefore you are addressed as longtime friends, so that
you may know that in all the worlds you were manifestations
of the favors of that Heart-attracting Friend, and in this world
too you have been specially blessed with this bounty.

3 The Persian friends must at every moment dance and leap
about in the feast of joy, raise melodies and songs, and sing in
this royal mode: That setting star has risen! That disappearing
planet now shines! That eternal glory now radiates! This is
the time of joy, this is the time of gladness!
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AB03231

To: Relatives of Aga Abdu’llah et al.

O ye beloved friends of God and handmaids of the Merciful!

Call ye to mind the blessed Name of our peerless Beloved, the
Abha Beauty, in an uplifting spirit of unbounded ecstasy and
delight, then unloose your tongues in His praise in such wise
that the realm of the heart may be purged from the woes and
sorrows of the world of water and clay, that the great heights
of spiritual perception may be unveiled before your eyes, that
the glorious signs of His Divine Unity may shine resplendent,
a fresh outpouring of His grace may stream forth, and a liberal

effusion of celestial confirmations may be vouchsafed unto you.

His Name is indeed the healing medicine for every illness,
and imparteth warmth unto those chilled with cold. It is the
sovereign remedy and the supreme talisman. It is the source
of life in both worlds, and of salvation unto such as have gone
astray. Today this hallowed Name serveth as a shield for all
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mankind, and as a veritable refuge for the children of men. It
is the wondrous accent of the Lord of Mercy, and His celestial
melody.

Wherefore, O faithful friends, raise ye the triumphal cry of
Ya-Baha’u’l-Abha! O ye who yearn after the Beauty of the
Almighty! Lift up your faces toward the Supreme Horizon.
Rest not, even for a moment. Breathe not a single breath save
in remembrance of His love and in recognition of His grace, in
the promulgation of His Utterances and the vindication of His
Testimonies.

Verily, this is the Magnet of divine confirmations. This is the
mighty Force which will surely attract heavenly assistance.

Be not grieved or downcast in heart at the ascension of Muham-
mad to the Supreme Companion. Though that star has set
from the horizon of this earthly realm, it has risen from the
dawning-place of the Kingdom. Blessed is he and excellent is
his final abode.
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To: Wife of Ali Khan Isfahani

O cherished handmaiden of God! Praise be to God that Mr.
Khan was exiled three times from Isfahan in the path of the
Lord. Through the blessing of this exile he became the man-
ifestation of the favors of the Incomparable Lord and finally
came to visit this prison. Say not prison - it is a palace. Say
not pit - it is the zenith of the moon. Say not confinement - it
is a rose garden. Say not fortress - it is a celestial castle. For
it is in the path of love for that shining Moon.

I hope that henceforth, through the blessing of this exile,
he will be assisted by the complete confirmations of the
All-Merciful Lord and will so shine forth in the assemblage
of the horizons that he will hear from the ill-wishers and
reproachers “Blessed art thou, then blessed art thou” and
“Good news to thee, then good news to thee.”

When the women of Egypt beheld the beauty of Joseph, they
cut their fingers in their amazement and said “This is not a
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mortal, this is none other than a noble angel.” Likewise will the
heedless souls soon awaken and become conscious, and utter
words of praise for the friends and handmaidens of the All-
Merciful, and envy their servitude and yearn to serve them,
and proclaim “By God, truly God has preferred you above

b

us.

Therefore be thankful that through the favor of the Kind
Beloved you have received your share and portion from His
boundless grace in these days, and are firm in the Covenant
and under the shadow of chastity and purity with such an
honored person. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Dhikrullah, son of Mirza Muhammad Quli

O my God, O my God! This is Thy servant whom Thou hast
caused to be related to Thy heavenly Tree and to be born
beneath the shade of Thy oneness. Thou didst suckle him at
the breast of Thy loving-kindness, and reared him within the
embrace of Thy care. Thou didst guide him unto the right
path until, through Thy grace and bounty, he attained unto
maturity within the shelter of Thy protection. Thou didst lead
him to walk in the straight and undeviating Path, cleaving
steadfastly unto Thy sure Handle and mighty Cord, in order
that he might seek Thy good-pleasure, be content with Thy
decree, turn unto Thy heaven, speak forth Thy praise, and
manifest the qualities of the favoured and the sincere amongst
Thy servants.

Thou hast now favoured him with one of Thy handmaidens and
hast wed him to her through Thine endless bounties. Lord, she
was an orphan who was nurtured beneath the shade of Thy
mercy and reared within the bosom of Thy favours and be-
stowals. She attained unto maturity within the protective em-
brace of Thy Covenant and was safeguarded under the watchful
eye of Thy loving-kindness and mercy.

3 O Lord! Unite these two souls through Thy grace, and bind
their hearts together through Thy bounty, that they may be-
come even as a single body, a single soul, and a single being,
untarnished by antipathy or estrangement, and waxing greater
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in fidelity and purity with each passing day. Graciously assist
them in their servitude to Thy great and sacred Threshold, and
vouchsafe unto them Thy blessings and favours. Protect them
from every distress and tribulation, from every sickness and
sorrow. Thou art, in truth, the All-Bountiful, the Almighty,
the Bestower. Verily, Thou art the Most Gracious, the All-
Merciful, Whose help is implored by all.
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AB03084

O my God, my Lord, my Support, and the Ultimate Goal of
my hopes! This servant was stirred by the fragrances of Thy
holiness, illumined by the lights of the Sun of Thy oneness, and
drew sustenance from the bountiful cloud pouring forth abun-
dant rain in the atmosphere of the splendor of Thy Lordship
and the heaven of the radiance of Thy mercy. He was set ablaze
by the fire kindled in the Tree of Thy oneness, responded to
Thy call, believed in the manifestation of Thy mysteries, drank
from the choice wine of Thy love, and inhaled the fragrant musk
of Thy praise. His heart was quickened by Thy breaths and
his spirit was refreshed by the gentle breezes from the gardens
of Thy bounty.

He arose with his soul to spread Thy traces and diffuse Thy
lights, bore every blame in Thy love and every ordeal in Thy
path, and was afflicted with painful torment in his prostration
on the day he witnessed the lights of Thy beauty. Then Thy
enemies assailed him, so his unity was scattered in Thy days
and his gathering dispersed through the appearance of Thy
trials.

O Lord! For his steadfastness in Thy Covenant and Testament,
shower upon his pure grave the clouds of generosity with abun-
dant outpouring and flowing rain. Illumine his resting place
with the lights of forgiveness and send down upon him layers
of light from Thy Kingdom, O Most Merciful! Admit his spirit
into the sacred precincts, O All-Glorious! Grant him near-
ness to Thee, O Most Bountiful! Bestow upon him the gift of
meeting Thee, O Most Kind! Make him the intimate of Thy
gracious countenance and the companion of Thy loved ones in
the Paradise of Delight. Admit him into the lofty chambers of
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the highest heaven. Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful, the
Compassionate.

AB03101

O spiritual daughter! Your letter arrived. Its contents were
luminous, spiritual, full of heartfelt feelings and spiritual at-
tractions. Just as you wrote - in the time of Christ, how many
kings, rulers, princes, wealthy ones, queens of the horizons and
respected ladies there were. All of them were deprived of that
divine Spirit. But Peter, Andrew, John and Mary Magdalene
attained and became believing and assured. And this crown
of eternal glory was placed upon their heads. Therefore thank
God that your heart became illumined and your spirit became
divine, and you turned toward [the Faith] on such a day.

As for others, a group will gradually enter under the shelter of
the Kingdom but only later. But the glory is in souls turning
toward [the Faith] today. For instance, as you observe, those
souls who turned toward [the Faith] in the time of Christ shone
like stars. I hope that you will take this luminous torch in hand
and break through the ranks of the heedless. Be assured that
you will become a true Baha’i, and a flower from the spiritual
garden, and a true servant of the Kingdom of God.

Convey to your respected mother and your two illumined sis-
ters the Most Glorious Greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03190

O thou champion in the arena of the Covenant!

As the Lord God hath bestowed His supreme bounty and
caused His mighty flood to flow, He hath exalted this
Revelation above all others and distinguished it in every
respect. He hath revealed His holy Law in conformity with
all times and ages, and hath ordained His firm ordinances
in harmony with all periods and cycles. He hath manifested
all-encompassing power through chains and fetters, and
revealed mighty strength in a prison of tribulation. Though
imprisoned, He was the Ruler of what was and what would be;
though confined, He occupied the highest seat of authority. He
perfected His mercy and completed His favor. He established
conclusive proof and made manifest clear evidence. He left no
room for doubt, no opportunity for deception.

He established a Covenant like an impregnable fortress, and a
Pact firm and weighty as a mighty foundation. He commanded
all to turn to it and obey it, especially the pillars of violation.

Despite this, certain childish ones rose in opposition and at-
tempted resistance, heedless that the Author of the Covenant
and Establisher of the Pact is powerful and mighty, while the
people of violation are weak, frail and ailing. They imagined
that with stones of cruelty they could hurt the temple of faith-
fulness, and with the axe of calumny uproot the Tree of Guid-
ance. But they struck those stones upon their own heads and
brought that axe down upon their own roots. Evil indeed is
that which their souls have prompted them to do, and soon
shall you see them in manifest loss.
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O you who are illumined by the rays of the Sun of Truth!
According to what I have heard, nay rather what is proven, nay
I seek God’s forgiveness, what is evident and well-known, that
servant of the Beauty of the Intended One finds the garment
of physical existence too confining and considers remaining in
the body a shame and disgrace. Day and night they yearn to
sacrifice their life, with a passion for casting themselves into
the fire and scattering pearls.
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2 The station of sacrifice is indeed highly acceptable and desir-
able, but today one must be in such a state as to become mar-
tyred every hour and sacrifice a thousand lives every minute.
However, martyrdom is to give up one’s life once and race to
the highest heaven, but it is even more pleasant on this plane
to sacrifice a hundred thousand lives at every moment with
utmost joy and delight, to arise to serve the Cause of the Lord
of Oneness, to charge into the field of valor and guidance, to
scatter the forces of error and darkness through the lights of
the Dawning-Place of Oneness, to break apart the ranks of the
army of heedlessness, to arrange the spiritual battle lines, to
organize the army of inner meanings, to raise high the banner
of knowledge, to launch a mighty attack upon the forces of
ignorance and unawareness, and then, having returned victo-
rious from this struggle, to set out for the feast of the Abha
Kingdom, advancing with drums and retinue and parasol and
standard, hastening to the Abha Kingdom with perfect glad-
ness and bounties, with drums and verses of triumph and vic-
tory and banners of ascendancy and conquest - this is more
pleasant and more attractive.
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AB03289

O thou whom God hath chosen for the diffusion of the divine
fragrances!

2 Though seated upon a ship on the sea with my heart attached
to the remembrance of the friends, the constant waves do not
permit me to write. Despite this, I strive that perchance I
may pen a letter, though I beg forgiveness for the disorderly
handwriting. The purpose is to express what is in the hearts,
not to perfect calligraphy and arrange lines.

Some pages written by the pen of a renowned ancient calligra-
pher were observed, where the writing was supremely elegant
but the words were devoid of meaning and content - they are
a people who do not understand. Therefore, a letter in fine
handwriting by a skilled calligrapher bears no fruit unless it
contains pleasing meanings and sweet contents. The sweetness
of expression lies in the delicacy of meanings and indication
of spiritual love, conscientious attractions, and merciful senti-
ments - especially if written upon the surface of the vast ocean
and evidence of this ailing one’s intense attachment to the glo-
rious friends.
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In any case, ‘Abdu’l-Baha in the vast regions of the West hopes
that, through the aid and favor of the Blessed Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His servants, despite severe weakness he
may make even a slight ant-like movement. Perhaps God will
assist him to serve His near servants.

The Hands of the Cause of God, upon them be praise, upon
them be glory, upon them be bounty and bestowal, must show
forth tremendous power and the might of Gabriel in teaching
the Cause of God and promoting the religion of God, so that
‘Abdu’l-Baha may be assured of the spread of the divine fra-
grances in the East.

i And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03304

O thou who art thirsty for the Salsabil of divine Bestowals!

The acquirement of a part of the Gifts and Graces of God de-
pends upon ability, worthiness and capability. Man will attain
to them through effort, exertion and diligence. Another part
is pure bounty and absolute mercy and generosity on the part
of God and man will not attain to that supreme favour and
most great gift through his own striving and tireless work.

Divine guidance, being vested with the privilege of the knowl-
edge of God and the recognition of the True One is Absolute
Mercy and Pure Generosity. This Glorious Sun will not arise
and will not flood the regions with its glorious lights through
human power and human might. That is why it is said:- “This
is through the Mercy of God. He giveth unto whomsoever He
willeth.” It is also said:- “He specializes whomsoever He de-
sireth for His Mercy.” Likewise it is said:- “Thou art not guid-
ing those whom thou lovest but God is guiding whomsoever
He willeth.”

Therefore, O thou who art guided by the light of the guidance
of God! Thank thou God that thou hast obtained such a Grace
and hast partaken of such a food! Blessed art thou and again
blessed art thou!

DAS.1913-10-14
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The believers with the utmost steadfastness and firmness must
engage in the teaching of the Cause. They must become united
and agreed. They are all the drops of one river, waves of one
sea, breezes of one garden, streams flowing from one fountain,
birds soaring toward one apex, hyacinths adorning one Park,
intoxicated with one wine and their hearts ravished with one
melody... It is hoped that the friends may become sanctified
and holy above all earthly conditions and in concord and har-
mony, in unity of identity, unity of quality, unity of opinion
and unity of thought, set an example for all the believers of
other countries and become the spiritual leaders in this arena.

Now all aims must verge toward one spring, and all efforts be
centralized in one object, and that is: the diffusion of the Fra-
grances of the Merciful, and the promulgation of the Word of
the Almighty. The time of systematization and crystallization
shall come. It has not yet arrived. The aim of all the friends
must be this: — the diffusion of the Fragrances of Holiness.
When a man’s efforts are concentrated on this one object, he
will undoubtedly reflect the confirmation of the Manifest Light.
Except for the guidance of souls, no other cause is equally con-
firmed. If any person entertains other thoughts than this, he
will unquestionably regret them.

During the season of seed-sowing you cannot gather a crop and
at the time of irrigation, harvesting is unthinkable. The soul
who, during the summer season, engages in planting trees, will
not reap any reward, for this is the season of fruit-gathering,
and not that of tree-planting. In short the purpose is this:
During the season of the Divine Spring we must occupy all our
time in seed-sowing and irrigation, and not in harvesting and
crop-collecting.

DAS.1913-08-27, ABIE.246, BLO_ PN#007

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

172


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/s/sohrab_diary_letters_1913-1914_04.pdf#page=7
http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~bahai/diglib/books/P-T/S/sohrab/ABE/ABE.htm
https://bahai-library.com/sohrab_abdul-baha_egypt

ot

6

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB11684

AB11684

O friends of the All-Glorious Lord!

A garden requires graceful trees, wondrous fruits, delicate flow-
ers, divine fragrances, roses and nightingales and hyacinths.
Until such a garden is adorned thus, and such trees bear fruit,
and such life-giving fruits are cultivated, it will not become a
garden or a rose garden. It will not become a divine rose gar-
den or a true meadow. It will not become the supreme paradise
or an example of the gardens of the highest realm.

Therefore, O divine friends, become true gardeners and make
that land a divine garden and a most merciful paradise. Be-
come trees of oneness and roses and fragrances from the rose
bush of detachment.

This greatest gift will only unveil itself, and attain its beauty
and perfection, and the beloved of hopes will only reveal its
countenance, when the friends of God become sacrificial offer-
ings to the Most Glorious Beauty and those slain in the field
of grandeur - that is, when they sacrifice their lives with their
whole being and play spiritual melodies with their tongues,
when they weep like winter clouds and laugh like spring light-
ning, when like trees they don the robe of the greatest gift and
like flower gardens burst forth with blossoms and roses, when
they seek endless freshness and attain radiance and delicacy
and purity, when they become gardens of divine qualities and
become characterized by the acquisition of infinite bounties.

Let each one become a sign of unity and seek detachment and
raise high the banner of transcendence - that is, become com-
pletely distinguished from all else. At that time the truth of
the purpose will become manifest and the ultimate hope and
desire will be achieved and realized.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Jamal al-Din Afghani was among the deceivers and merely to
incite the government against us claimed to be a philosopher
and said he had no involvement in religious matters. With
satanic expressions he informed the ministers that the intention
of the Baha’is was to destroy Mecca and kill non-Baha'’is.

But God first punished him in this way: he wanted to engrave
a seal in the name of a secret society, but the engraver became
afraid and reported about that seal to Kazim Pasha.
dered the engraver to make the seal, give it to them, go along
with them and see where they lived, then come back and report.
He did just that. They arrested Siyyid Jamal al-Din and three
of his companions and collected and confiscated their papers,
which they found to be harmful documents as they wanted to
establish a subversive organization.

He or-

The government exiled those three companions of his to Iran,
but Jamal al-Din pleaded with the government not to send
them to Iran or else the Iranian government would kill them.
Therefore the government ordered that they be kept in Batum.
When news of the assassination of Nasir al-Din Shah arrived,
Sultan Abdul-Hamid became anxious and ordered that those
three be taken inside Iran. As soon as they reached Tabriz, the
government seized them and killed them. And they imprisoned
Jamal al-Din.
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To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Adana

O wanderer of mountain and desert! Your letter arrived and we
are aware of the state of your hardship, trouble and difficulty.
It is known that those who sacrifice themselves in the path of
the Self-Sufficing Lord have always been intoxicated with the
wine of tribulation and detached from all that was and is. They
have been the homeless ones on God’s path and wanderers of
mountain and plain in the love of the All-Merciful. Would that
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such a gift were possible for this servant! But where and from
where? Since it is made possible for you, if you fulfill its condi-
tions, you will observe that it is the greatest gift. Although in
reality it is difficult and hard, endurance is very challenging -
the exile and anguish, the solitude and distress, the destitution
and homelessness.

Yet when you look with divine sight, the cup is overflowing
and like pure honey from Tabriz, it is joy-inducing. The trials
of the desert of Karbila were unbearable, but in the palate of
the Prince of Martyrs (may my spirit and the spirit of all be
sacrificed for him) they were most sweet.

If I, like Abraham, through flames must go,

Or yet like John a bloodstained road must run;

I will not go from Thee, but ever stand

My soul and body bowed to Thy command;

Though, Joseph-like, Thou’d cast me in a well, or shut me up
within a prison cell —

Or make me €e’en as poor as Mary’s Son.
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AB03563

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi, in Babul

O thou whom God has chosen for spreading the spirit of the
love of God!

The banner of the Covenant has been raised, and the stan-
dard tied by the fingers of the will of thy loving Lord has
waved above the edifice of existence. The pavilions of the glo-
rious station have been pitched in the extended shade, and
the gates of bounteous gifts have been opened. The sincere
ones have hastened to the promised fountain, and Abdul-Baha
is prostrate on the dust of humility and evanescence in that
open space, worshipping, bowing down, submitting, humbling
himself, supplicating and imploring, saying: “O Lord, O Lord!
May my spirit, my being, my essence, my heart, my reality
and my attributes be a sacrifice for all Thy loved ones. Lord!
Make me as dust trodden by the feet of Thy loved ones, and
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as scattered particles beneath the sandals of Thy devoted ones.
Lord! Enable me to serve every soul who has arisen to serve
Thy Self, and assist me to be the servant of every reality that
is attracted to the light of Thy beauty, so that I may glory
thereby in the kingdom of the invisible and the visible. Verily,
Thou art the Bestower, the Generous, the Compassionate, the
Loving.”

At all times and under all conditions, we have been and are
remembering and thinking of that friend of heart and soul at
the Sacred Threshold. The delay in sending letters is due to
the abundance of difficulties. This servant’s intention has been
to write to your honor at a time of spiritual joy and fragrance.
At this hour when I am in the utmost attraction to the love of
the loved ones of the All-Merciful, I have undertaken to write
this letter. And The Glory be upon you.
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AB03404

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku

O thou who art steadfast in the love of God! It is some time
since I wrote a letter; yet at all times I have been fervently
pleading at the Threshold of Oneness that thou mayest in
all thine affairs become the embodiment of God’s bountiful
favours, mayest with heart and soul expend thyself in the path
of the Omnipotent One, and mayest occupy thyself with ren-
dering services to Aqa Musa, enabling his mind to be at rest.

Praise be to God, thou art assisted and confirmed, for he is to
the utmost degree satisfied with thee, while his contentment
is a source of happiness to the hearts of all, especially at this
time when he hath been assailed by tests; yet praise be to
God, despite such trials he remaineth patient and steadfast,
and I fain would hope that, through the grace of the Almighty,
his peace and composure may reach the point of perfection.
For during the past year, Divine tests assailed everyone with
the utmost severity and intensity; yet, through the help and
favour of the True One, the friends all made firm their steps
and evinced a prodigious steadfastness. Wherefore it is my
hope that, by the leave of God, Aga Musa will provide the
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friends with a goodly example, and one which, in occasions of
adversity, they will all emulate.

A prayer hath been composed beseeching forgiveness for his
late lamented son, who ascended unto a seat of truth: thou
must recite it, making clear and evident its purport.

Greeting and praise be upon thee.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O my beloved! For some time no trace of your pen has ap-
peared and no news has come from that divine enthusiast and
lover of the Beauty of the All-Merciful. What has happened
that the nightingale has ceased singing in the divine rose gar-
den? And what has occurred that the wine vat of the love of
God has stopped bubbling and surging, when moment by mo-
ment its effervescence and heat and intensity should increase
until it transforms that region into a wine cellar of the paradise
of delight?

Your honor should raise such a melody and song as to set all
creation in motion and intoxicate East and West with the wine
of mystery and secret. Not that you should choose silence and
wrap yourself in the embrace of muteness. This is the time for
speech and utterance, the moment to arise in servitude to the
Lord God.

Servitude to that Unique Essence is a mighty trust which is the
greatest burden - heaven and earth and mountains were pow-
erless to bear it. So be present, that you may carry this heavy
load in perfect joy and delight like this servant, and become
the target of the taunts, curses, abuse, charges of unbelief and
immorality, and doubts of the nations, so that you may receive
a drop from the ocean of tribulations of the Ancient Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His servants.

And the Glory be upon you, O my beloved.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O thou who art the victory from God! True victory and heav-
enly service consist in arising to please the King of Days and
exerting complete effort in promoting the mighty Word of the
All-Knowing. Praise be to God, you have attained to both
of these and like an artery you are pulsing with the power of
the love of God. Therefore give thanks to the One Who be-
stows bounty, for you have become the embodiment of victory,
the personification of love, and the image of knowledge. Soon
you will witness the victory of the hosts of the Most Glorious
Kingdom and observe the intensity of the power of the Mighty
One. Be confident, at ease, and await the confirmation of the
Glorious Lord.

2 O Lord! This is a servant who has arisen with his whole being
to aid Thy Covenant and Testament which Thou hast taken
from all holy realities in the kingdom of Thy mystery and the
dominion of Thy creation. O Lord! Assist him with unseen
hosts. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad is mentioned through the
grace of the Ancient Lord in all the gatherings and sanctuaries
of the Kingdom and is known in the presence of Him from
Whose knowledge nothing escapes. And Mr. Siyyid Ahmad is
praised, commended and mentioned in exalted stations. And
glory be upon all the people of Baha.

The two squirrel pelts that you sent arrived these days and
God willing they will soon be sewn and worn. And glory be
upon you.
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To: Percells, in Chicago

O thou whose soul is tranquilized by the grace of God and by
the Greatest Gift! Verily I inform thee of that by which thy
breast will be dilated with joy, thy heart will rejoice and thy
soul will be delighted in every time and moment. And it is
this, that verily thy honoured wife, who journeyed unto God
and hastened unto the Blessed Spot, her heart ignited with the
fire of the love of God and her sight and gaze extended toward
the Kingdom of EI Abha, was firm in the Testament, and was
overtaken by death in the land of Beirut, is now attracted to
“The Living One who shall never die.”

Verily, she surrendered her life while she was in a condition
wherein she was encompassed with the glad tidings of thy Lord
from all directions and her nostrils were perfumed with the
fragrances of holiness from the Supreme Concourse. Her soul
soared up to the summit of sanctity, under the shelter of the
mercy of thy Lord, the Mighty, where the concourse of the
chosen ones are assembled around it in the Lofty Paradise,
and the angels of mercy are blessing it and are speaking its
praise while their faces are smiling because of her ascension to
heaven.

By the life of God, wert thou informed of her prosperity and of
the bounty with which she is surrounded and of the favours of
thy Lord, which were her greatest desire, thou wouldst smile
with joy, thy breast would be dilated and thou wouldst thank
God for that which He hath poured upon her; that He hath
adorned her with the embroidery of sanctity and purity in His
Kingdom, the El Abha; and that He hath crowned her with
the diadem of the Greatest Gift in the Supreme Concourse.
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To: Yusif Vujdani, in Hamadan

O faithful friend! What you wrote was understood and compre-
hended. Praise be to God that the friends of God are gathered
in the place of remembrance and are enabled to glorify and
praise in the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. This bounty springs from
the fountain of grace. Certainly no slackening is permissible
in any way, so that the sound of praise and glorification may
reach from the place of remembrance to the heaven of sanctifi-
cation and the melody of praise and thanksgiving may arrive
at the Supreme Concourse. Is there any sweetness and delight
greater than the remembrance of God? No, by God! When the
light of morning dawns and the door of success and prosperity
opens, let blessed souls engage in remembrance of the Cleaver
of Dawn. Perseverance is necessary so that it may become the
cause of spirituality for all.

As for the matter of the burning of Jinab-i-Ustad Muhammad’s
shop, there is wisdom in this, including that the collective re-
solve and assistance of all the Jewish friends became evident
and clear - with what love and sincerity of purpose they arose
to help him. And likewise, the dignity and natural indepen-
dence of Jinab-i-Ustad Abdul-Muhammad became manifest.

Two great virtues were revealed and made apparent from this
fire.

And as for the matter of your presence with a group of the
friends at this time - it is not advisable. Defer it to another
time. Affairs are dependent on their proper times, and indeed
prayer has its appointed time. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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To: Bibi Rawhani (Bushruyih), in Ishqabad

O my God! My God! This is a handmaid who has turned her
face purely toward Your generous countenance, who has spo-
ken Your remembrance and praise among all multitudes, who
has chanted verses of gratitude in the most wonderful melodies
to Your Ancient Beauty, who has composed unique and won-
drous odes in praise of You, O Lord of the Most Beautiful
Names, and who has spoken with brilliant and eloquent ex-
pression radiant pearls illumined with the light of glorification
and sanctification.

O Lord! Teach her the mysteries of the Kingdom of Your mercy
and the realities of the realm of Your oneness, and loosen her
tongue in expression of Your unity so that the hearts of the
handmaidens may be revived thereby and their spirits may
be attracted to Your Most Glorious Kingdom. Verily You are
the Confirmer, the Supporter, the Bestower, the Generous, the
Merciful.

O handmaid of Baha! Your brilliant poems were read - their
contents infinitely sweet and colorful, for they praised the
Beauty of the Most Glorious, the Most Exalted One Who
taught Adam the names. Say not poems, say precious gems;
say not verses, say mysteries.

I beseech God that He may assist you to raise your voice in
the gatherings of the handmaids of the Merciful and create
excitement therein. May you become a spark full of fire and
a flame full of light. Be a bright lamp in the garden of unity
singing melodies, and in the assemblage of women demonstrate
the power of the Covenant.

The handmaids of the Merciful in Ishgabad are inclined toward
your remaining there. Certainly if possible, your residence in
that land would bring joy to the hearts of the handmaids of
the One. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Bibi Rawhani (Bushruyih), in Ishqabad

O maidservant of Baha! Your eloquent and articulate verses
were read by the honored Afnan of the Sacred Tree, the maid-
servant of God, Ruhani, upon her be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious. They were supremely sweet. As much as you
can, open your tongue in praise and glorification of the Most
Glorious Beauty, and like the nightingale of the garden of mys-
teries, sing with the most wondrous melodies upon the branch
of the love of God. Though Arabic may be sweeter, speak in
Persian - in this wondrous cycle both Persian and Arabic are
better and sweeter.

2 Encourage and urge the blessed, pure leaves until day by day
they become more aware and informed of the knowledge and
mysteries of the Qur’an and the symbols of the Bayan and
the jewels of wisdom, and open their speech and tongue to
praise the Luminary of Creation in both poetry and prose. Let
them become as kindled fire and raise an extraordinary flame.
Convey to all the holy leaves, the maid-servants of the Merciful,
the most wondrous and glorious greetings. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.

O my God, my God! Aid this maid-servant of Thine to exalt
Thy Word among the maid-servants, and cause her to speak
Thy praise amongst all people. Ordain for her everlasting glory
in the Most Glorious Kingdom, and cause her to enter Thy
verdant gardens, immerse her in Thy flowing fountains, lead
her to the arriving water, grant her the bestowed bounty, and

make her the recipient of bounties from a praiseworthy station.

Verily Thou art the Loving Lord. There is no God but Thee,
Who hath manifested Thyself upon the reality of existence.
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To: Ismullah et al., in Ishqabad

O cherished servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! What you
had written was noted. Regarding the takbir in the Prayer for
the Dead that you wrote about - although in language takbir
means saying “Allahu Akbar”, in Baha’i usage it means the
greeting, and the greeting of the people of Baha is “Allah-u-
Abha”.

As for what you wrote about the orientation of the graves of the
righteous - since at present it would cause great alarm if built
according to the previous practice, it is permissible [to build
them differently], for “Whichever way ye turn, there is the face
of God.” However, in the future when there is no impediment,
they must certainly be built and constructed facing the Qiblih
of the people of Baha.

3 As for your honor - if only all would arise like you in faithful ser-
vice to the Most Glorious Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones). Truly you are confirmed and successful. Al-
though one should in every case be ashamed and embarrassed
before the Threshold of Truth, and confess to shortcoming and
sin while hoping for the forgiveness and pardon of the Lord, yet
from another perspective, and “as for thy Lord’s blessing, pro-
claim it” - you should be grateful that, praise be to God, you
are an abashed but steadfast servant of that Beloved of the
horizons, and after His ascension you did not fall to thinking
of your own comfort and ease, but rather constantly engaged
in service according to your capacity and were confirmed and
successful. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Yazdi, Husayn Ali brother of Haji Abdur-Rasul et al., in Ishqabad

O spiritual divine brothers! Brotherhood is of two kinds: phys-
ical and spiritual. Physical brotherhood has no significance
since it derives from the element of water and clay, not from
heart and soul. But spiritual brotherhood is firm and strong
since it derives from the essence of the honored spirit and is
supremely precious and respected. Therefore give thanks to
the Lord of Command that He granted you true brotherhood
and did not cast you like the brothers of Joseph of Canaan
into the well of envy, did not make you venture upon great
injustice, and you did not sell that divine Moon of Egypt for
a paltry price, did not tear your collars, and did not come
weeping before the father. Glory be to God! Having cast that
wronged Joseph into the well and sold him for a few dirhams,
they still began crying like the oppressed ones. This is why
it says in the Qur’an: “And they came to their father in the
evening, weeping.”

In any case, the point is that you should offer a hundred thou-
sand thanks at every moment that you are kind brothers and
brothers equal to life itself. O you who are enchanted by the
Face of the Friend! Whatever exists is from Him, and what-
ever you see is a sign of His bounty. I hope that through God’s
grace He will guide you at all times with the manifest light and
bring you into the exalted heaven so that you may attain the
gifts of this age. Verily He is the Benevolent, the Kind, the
Merciful.
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AB03536

To: Baha’is of Kafshgar Kulah

O sincere ones! O attracted ones! O near ones! T hear the
verses of guidance which have spread and been broadcast in
those regions, and the lights of recognition have encompassed
that furthest shore. I give thanks to God for this gift which is
kindled and illumines from the Blessed Tree in the luminous
spot.
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I beseech the Divine Presence to ordain the ignition of the
luminous flame in the Sinai of that blessed land which was
the original homeland of the Sun of Truth shining upon the
horizons of creation. The mercy is universal and the bounty
all-encompassing, but universality does not prevent specificity.
Among His servants are those whom God has distinguished
with a matter that sets them apart from others - namely the
homeland of the Most Great Light and nearness in the shadow
of relation to the Ancient Beauty. He specially favors with His
mercy whomever He wishes.

Based on this, God has made it incumbent upon you to race in
the love of God and to charge forth in the arena of the knowl-
edge of God. Among them are those who excel in good deeds.
Roll up your sleeves, loosen the reins of certitude, raise the
spears of recognition, and charge into the field of struggle and
the arena of combat. Scatter in battle with the sword of the
tongue and the spearpoint of recognition. By the life of God,
the fortresses of hearts - their stones scatter, their rocks dis-
integrate, their foundations are uprooted by your sharp sword
of utterance, and their gates are opened by your maces from
which sparks fly.

Upon you be the glory of your Chosen Lord.
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AB03545

To: Bibi Rawhani (Bushruyih), in Khurasan

O God, my Lord and my Hope! This is one of Your maidser-
vants and a leaf from the leaves of Your tree of mercy. She has
believed in You and Your verses, acknowledged Your words,
and been attracted by Your fragrances. She has been moved
by the melodies of the birds of holiness in the gardens of Your
knowledge.

My Lord! She has detached herself from all else but You and
her soul has found tranquility through the outpourings of Your
word of oneness. She has endured every hardship and suffering,
withstood trials and tribulations, and borne grief and anguish
within her breast and bowels.
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She has arisen to diffuse the fragrances, proclaim the clear
verses, and establish proof of the dawning of the Morn of Guid-
ance from the highest horizon. She has demonstrated with
brilliant proofs the rising of the Sun of Your oneness from the
supreme zenith, and she has composed and recited poems in
praise of Your luminous countenance.

My Lord! My Lord! Aid her in the desert of separation from
You and the intensity of her deprivation, yearning for attain-
ment unto Your presence in Your most glorious Kingdom. As-
sist her in enkindling the handmaidens and inspiring them with
the fire of Your love, O Lord of the most beautiful names, so
that they may be arrayed in the robes of sanctity, adorned with
the garments of holiness, turn toward the Kingdom of sanc-
tification and enter the realm of detachment, speaking Your
praise, repentant at Your door, attracted by Your fragrances,
steadfast in Your love, firm in Your covenant, clinging to Your
testament, and turning toward Your beauty.

Verily You are the Powerful, the Mighty, the Guardian, the
Strong, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB03377

To: Hasan Bazzaz Tihrani, in Kirmanshah

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Praise God that from the
dawning-place of hopes the world-illumining lights are rising
and shining, and from the morn of oneness the star of divine
favors is gleaming and radiant. The effects of divine bestowals
have encompassed East and West, and the signs of grace and
bounty are being chanted in the most wondrous melodies in the
assemblages of the Kingdom, reaching the ears of the people
of Baha. The darkness of contingent beings has been dispelled
and eliminated, and the celestial lights have become clear and
manifest. Thus has this breeze wafted through every region
and this brilliant moon cast its rays upon every land. Today
the Cause of God has so penetrated that from all corners the
cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” is raised, and from the
five continents of the world the life-giving breeze of the love of
God is blowing.
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Glory be to God! This lamp has been lit in the niche of Iran
for nearly sixty years, yet the glass of that country remains
darkened and has not been illumined by the light of sanctifi-
cation as it should be. In these days the lamp of the love of
God has lit a brilliant ray in the glass of Kermanshah. We
hope that through the endeavor of the friends, the detachment
of the loved ones, the striving of the sincere ones, the effort of
those who love Him, and the power of God, that entire region
will become bright and illumined. And this is not difficult for
God to accomplish.

And upon you be glory.
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AB03509

To: Ishaq Khan Husband of Fatimih, in Kirmanshah

O my cherished friend! What you wrote was understood. You
had complained about financial hardship and excessive debts
and oppressive creditors. Indeed, enduring these terrible tribu-
lations is very difficult. But we are partners and share the
same situation under oppressive hands. Today a Christian per-
son unhesitatingly demanded repayment of a debt and showed
no consideration for our acquaintance, as money is his desired
goal and consideration is completely lacking. We asked for
time to arrange the amount. We sent a trustworthy person
and with great difficulty obtained a three-month extension.

The point is, do not be saddened by excessive debts. God
willing, this hardship will lead to ease and this difficulty will
bring about comfort. Until hardship occurs, mercy does not
appear. “Verily with difficulty comes ease” has been stated.
Now are days of hardship - be confident that the time of ease
and comfort will also come. This hardship and ease, poverty
and wealth, comfort and difficulty have no importance. Strive
for what is important.

If I, like Abraham, through flames must go,

Or yet like John a bloodstained road must run;
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If, Joseph-like, Thou’d cast me in a well, Or shut me up within
a prison cell —

Or make me €e’en as poor as Mary’s Son —
I will not go from Thee, But ever stand
My soul and body bowed to Thy command.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03485

To: Mazigani, Mandali et al., in Mazgan

O ye who are related to the Divine Threshold! Although the
friends in Mazgan should at every moment manifest submission
to divine law and ordinance and be the recipients of attention
and favors, and correspondence with them should be continu-
ous and constant, yet what can be done when waves of trials
like mountains assail from every direction and hardships and
calamities pour down like rain, and occupations exceed human
capacity? Therefore, there is shortcoming and laxity.

But I hope that the friends of God will not need outward cor-
respondence, but rather will inhale spiritual breezes from the
direction of grace and acquire and receive unlimited bounties
from the invisible Kingdom. May the messenger of grace arrive
repeatedly from the hidden world and spiritual letters come
successively from the Supreme Concourse. May hearts become
dawning-places of glad-tidings and souls become centers of in-
spiration.

At all times, at the Sacred Threshold, confirmations are sought
for the friends, and there is no doubt that sublime grace ar-
rives continuously from the Abha Kingdom. In this case, if I
show any shortcoming, praise be to God, the Forgiving Lord
gives abundant bounty and waves from the Supreme Concourse
reach the horizons of contingent being. Therefore give thanks
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to God for this, verily He is kind to His servants, verily He is
the Benevolent, the Compassionate.
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AB03520

To: Baha’is of Muhammadabad et al.

O my Friends! Render thanks to the Beloved of the unseen
Realm inasmuch as He hath illumined the world with His beau-
teous countenance and hath ignited luminous lamps in the
heart of humanity before ascending to the Placeless.

His grace is everlasting, His bounty ever present, His mercy
hath preceded our beseeching, His proof is comprehensive. The
bright orb of His favour shines forever and His kindness hath
no end, His loving providence no bounds.

Assuredly, His faithful friends are assisted and confirmed by
the Hosts of the Abha Kingdom and the Concourse on High.
At every moment He doth send new blessings and vouchsafes
immeasurable gifts upon them.

He nourisheth the suckling babes with the milk of His loving
kindness and doth educate the young through the outpouring
clouds of His generosity, like saplings in the garden of His grace.
He enricheth those who are mature with the effulgence of His
perfections and inebriates the old with the wine of love and
rapture.

It behoveth us, therefore to worship and extol such a Lord, for
the rays of His providence fall upon us with the abundance of
spring showers and the light of His divinity shineth from the
horizon of eternal glory like a dazzling sun.

O Friends of God extol and praise Him, for He is the One alone
beloved! Be ye radiant and joyous in His love and cling ye all
tenaciously to the hem of His loving kindness. Upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO03335

To: Paymani Nayrizi, Aqa Mirza Fadlullah et al.

O servants of the Abha Beauty!

> His honor Aqa Mirza Bagqir hath written a letter, and hath
requested that a separate epistle be penned to each one of
those who are nigh unto the Threshold of Divine Unity. This,
to0, is the longing of my heart; but ye know not what the state
of affairs now is. The sun hath even now set, and this body is
in the utmost weariness and restlessness. Yet, notwithstanding
this, I have proceeded, by dictation, to set down these words,
that those friends may attain unto joy and fragrance, and may
be gladdened and rejoiced.

3 O friends of God! Praise be to God, the Abha Beauty is boun-
tiful and kind, and unto His loved ones is He compassionate
and merciful. This grace and bounty being thus manifest, what
further need is there of letter or trace of pen, of the writing
of epistles, whether particular or general? That Sun of Truth
sheddeth His rays upon every head, and the radiance of His
bestowal is poured forth upon hearts and souls. His aid and
loving-kindness encompass all, and the breaths of His holiness
are diffused throughout every land and clime. He hath left no
need unmet, that this poor, homeless wanderer should arise to

supply it.

And upon you be greeting and praise.
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AB03540

To: Baha’is of New York

O believers! O sincere ones! Verily ‘Abdu’l-Baha communes
with his Lord in the dark of night and calls upon Him with a
heart overflowing with supplication and entreaty, that He may
send down upon you divine gifts and heavenly sustenance, so
that you may rejoice in His grace, generosity and the outpour-
ing of His light, and be illumined by His brilliant Sun of Truth
shining at dawn upon East and West.
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2 O loved ones of God!

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB03502

The Cause is mighty, mighty! The
victory glorious, glorious! The century majestic, majestic! The
outpouring intense, intense! The lights have encompassed all
regions.

Arise with divine power, heavenly intent, celestial resolve, mer-
ciful character, and firm determination, placing your trust in
the peerless Lord. Strive in service to God’s Cause, exert
yourselves in God’s generosity, speak in praise of God, diffuse
the fragrances of God, acquire the characteristics of God, and
clothe yourselves in angelic raiment. Adorn yourselves with
virtues which are the ornament of human reality. Be signs of
excellence, emblems of perfection, beacons of knowledge and
wisdom, standards of unity, and verses of the gift of the Glo-
rious Lord. Through this shall your faces be illumined in the
Supreme Concourse and your hearts be gladdened by the favors
of the Lord of the highest heavens.

And if you wish to organize consultative and teaching gather-
ings, the membership of steadfast, assured, and devoted women
who possess manly qualities, who are distinguished by perfec-
tion, who are adorned with the raiment of excellence and wis-
dom, is permissible.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03502

To: Wife of Abdu’l-Ali, in Qazvin

O thou assured leaf!

Mirza ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali traversed vast distances, crossed deserts,
and cut through seas and difficult terrain until he reached the
destination of his hopes and arrived at the resting place of
the Concourse on High. He circumambulated the sanctuary of
the holy ones and perfumed his face and hair with the dust of
the Sacred Threshold. He joined this servant in watering the
garden of sanctification. Would that you had been present to
witness him, in the utmost joy and fragrance, accompanying
this servant of Baha, carrying water vessels, filled with enthusi-
asm and excitement, intoxicated and bewildered from the wine
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of divine confirmation. With weeping eyes, smiling lips, burn-
ing heart and a spirit rejoicing in the glad-tidings of the All-
Merciful, you would have cried out: “This is the mighty grace!
This is the manifest triumph! This is the ancient bounty! This
is the glorious favor!” And surely in every moment you would
have offered a hundred thanks.

And Mirza made the pilgrimage to the sanctuary of the Con-
course on High by proxy, and in all places he was mindful of
you. We hope that through the favors of the Self-Subsisting,
Living Lord, the effects of the blessings of this proxy pilgrim-
age will become manifest. And upon you and upon the hand-
maiden who has believed in God and remained firm in God’s
Covenant be the Glory.
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AB03348

To: Attar, Muhammad son of Shawkat Khanum, in Qazvin

O servant of Baha! Your honored brother spread his wings
and flew until he reached the nest of the divine birds and cir-
cumambulated the most exalted station of the Ancient Beauty,
chanting with spiritual melody divine praise and glorification.
At every moment he remembered you and kept you in his heart.
He fulfilled the requirements of brotherhood and sacrificed his
life in fraternal devotion. How fortunate you are to have such a
loving brother, and what a thousand regrets that ‘Abdu’l-Baha
is deprived of this bounty.

He was faithful while the brothers were cruel. He showed the
utmost love and loyalty while the brothers displayed the height
of oppression and error. See how great is the difference between
these paths! Therefore give thanks to God.

This servant wished for them enduring honor while they wished
for me unending abasement. I nurtured the brothers in the
embrace of loving-kindness until they reached maturity, but
they became antagonistic and made ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s breast the
target of the arrows of cruelty and the mark of the darts of
calumny. If only they had been content with this! They pub-
lished tablets of doubts and became the cause of joy to the
enemies of the Blessed Beauty. They deemed permissible ev-
ery insult and carried out every injury. Despite this we showed
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the utmost kindness in all circumstances but it had absolutely
no effect.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03480

To: Qannad, Ali Akbar et al., in Rafsanjan

O ye who have turned your faces toward the spiritual realm
and have been accepted at the Threshold of the Lord of Lords!
Praise be to God that ye have been blessed by the outpour-
ings from the cloud of the Kingdom and have benefited from
the torrential rain from the heaven of might. Ye have heard
the divine call from the Sinai of manifestation in the Tree on
the Mount, and have beheld the luminous flame in the blessed
spot of the vale of security. This guidance is the radiant rays
of the Sun of Truth and pure bounty and bestowal. Therefore,
in gratitude for this radiant grace, arise to guide others and
strive to educate and lead the ignorant, that perchance ye may
guide those who have lost their way in the wilderness of de-
privation to the fountain of the water of life and bring them
to the abode of the Beloved. Now raise your hands in sup-
plication and prayer to the threshold of the All-Glorious and
say: O Lord! Grant us such confirmation that in utter poverty
and evanescence we may become successful in serving at Thy
Sacred Threshold.

This is the cycle of servitude and the time of bondage to the
Sacred Threshold. O friends! Gird up the loins of endeavor and
become partners and associates with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude
to the Sacred Threshold and in diffusing the divine fragrances.
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To: Baha’is of Rangoon

O true friends! The darkness of ignorance and error had en-
compassed the realm of contingent being and had constricted
the expanse of existence. Then a dawn broke forth with utmost
brilliance, followed by a sun rising with perfect radiance and
effulgence, its rays light-bestowing and darkness-consuming.
Through the grace of that world-illumining Sun’s rays, the uni-
verse became the envy of the gardens of Paradise, and through
the light of that Sun of Reality’s manifestation, the horizons
became the object of the Ridvan Garden’s jealousy.

Although this ancient grace and mighty effulgence and the out-
pouring rain from the cloud of bounty was at the height of
power and might, yet souls must become receptive and worthy,
and the realities of existence must acquire suitable capacities.
However intense the light may be, the blind eye remains de-
prived and excluded. However much the spring rain may pour
down, from salty barren soil no flowers or fragrant herbs will
grow.

Therefore, O divine friends, strive that the eye may become
seeing so it may become capable of beholding, and that the
soil of the heart may become pure and holy so it may grow
roses, hyacinths and sweet basil. These are loving counsels -
hear them with the ear of the soul. I swear by the Educator of
the seen and unseen that if a non-existent being should turn
in receptivity toward that luminous Star, it would attain the
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To: Aqa Mirza Yahya Kalimi Amidul-Atibba, in Rasht

O steadfast servant of God! Although the cloud of calamity
hath rained down one injustice after another, the carpet of af-
fliction hath been rolled out, the banquet of trials prepared,
the cup of adversity passed round, and the friends have be-
come intoxicated with its wine and made the target of ills and
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vexations, this servant is thy partner and companion in every
woe and he resideth in the niche of tribulation and suffering.

Be neither grieved nor disheartened, for whatever hath come
to pass, in truth, is as it should be; that is to say, it is a
concomitant of steadfastness in the love of God and a requisite
of the laws ordained for God’s loved ones.

The days of this life are passing swiftly, and all created things,
day and night, are seeking to survive and propagate themselves.
All creatures are targets for the arrow of destiny, and are li-
able to various kinds of tyranny, for the contingent world is
subject to change and transformation, and there is no doubt
that hardship and suffering must occur.

There is a difference though. All are subject to trials and
difficulties on account of worldly desires, and in the path of
guidance the friends are targets for the darts of cruelty, but the
former shall bear no fruit, while the latter shall yield results
like unto coral and pearl.

Therefore, give thanks to God that in the path of guidance
thou hast suffered adversity and art hopeful of His boundless
grace. The people of fidelity are such that this calamity is
transformed into bounty, and this ordeal becometh the means
of the supreme bestowal and the most great gift.

Upon thee be salutation and praise.
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To: Baha’is of Sarchah

O true friends in that land! In those blessed days there was
a flame of fire and a brilliant lamp, that is to say, from the
rays of Divine Unity it so shone forth that Sarchah became
the zenith of the moon and holy fragrances were diffused. The
loved ones of God detached themselves from all else save Him,
rent asunder the veils of remoteness, soared to the heights of
the love of God, and with the utmost joy and gladness has-
tened to the altar of sacrifice. They offered up their lives and
possessions and attained their highest aspirations. They en-
dured such tribulations that each moment bore the decree of
martyrdom and betokened supreme felicity.
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2 His honor Nabil-i-Qabil-‘Ali-may my spirit be a sacrifice for
his ecstasy—rose like the morning star from that horizon and so
shone with the lights of the knowledge of God that he illumined
those regions. What afflictions and trials he endured in the
path of God, and what hardships and calamities he suffered
in his love for God, until he became homeless and a wanderer
far from his native land. At last he took refuge beneath the
shadow of divine grace and hastened to the Supreme Concourse
in the precincts of God’s mercy.

And you, O friends, follow in the footsteps of that noble soul
and, like unto a flame of fire, spread abroad the warmth of
the love of God, that ye may shine forth like unto the stars of
heaven from the horizon of contingent being. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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To: Abdur-Rasul Khan Fakhimul-Mamalik, in Shiraz

O true servant of the Blessed Beauty! The effect of the
musk-diffusing pen has perfumed the nostrils with the heart-
attracting fragrance from the rose-garden of the love of God.
What a sweet-smelling and heart-ravishing fragrance that
bestows spirit and sweet basil upon the souls and renders
the hearts glad and joyous! It grants spiritual intoxication
to the earthly temple and heavenly joy to the heart of
pine. Therefore, we must strive with our souls night and
day that this sweet fragrance may be further diffused and
this life-giving scent may increasingly reach the nostrils of
humanity, so that spiritual life may appear and gladness and
joy may be attained. If you seek divine confirmation and
success, engage in teaching the Cause of God with perfect
wisdom, and likewise train Abdul-Majid Khan, Muhammad
Aga, Ahmad Aqga and Mahmud Aga that each may become a
servant of the Sacred Threshold. For the affairs of this world
have no weight or importance - they pass away, while that
which is divine, eternal and enduring remains firm, steadfast
and influential. And upon you be glory.

O my Lord and my Hope! Immerse the parents of this servant
in the oceans of Thy forgiveness, perfume their nostrils with the
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fragrances of Thy pardon, and cause them to dwell near Thy
mercy. Verily, Thou art the All-Forgiving, the All-Generous.
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AB03444

To: Abdu’llah Khan, in Tabriz

O cultured Colonel, attune thy melody to the Kingdom of
Abha. Today is the day of “blessed are the steadfast” and
“good tidings to the successful” and “joy to the firm ones.” Ev-
ery weak soul clings to scrolls and papers of doubts that are
but children’s toys and playthings, and like wild donkeys they
raise an uproar. Say: O mindless ones! How have you become
the mockery and captive of novices, and become occupied with
the most base statements?

This is the Covenant that illumines the horizons, and this is
the Testament of the dawning of truth - it brooks no jest. You
all know this Covenant was taken purely for obedience. What
are these excuses for, and what are these tales about? All must
refer to what has issued from this Pen.

You observe that the purpose of the wavering ones is nothing
but rebellion and revolt, for from this Pen nothing has flowed
except pure servitude, and never has any claim of infallibility
or lack thereof been made. These discussions are for seminary
students after a thousand years - now is not the time for such
words, accusations and objections.

If the wavering ones had even an atom of pure intention, they
would have approached this servant, rather than secretly writ-
ing and publishing treatises and spreading them to all corners
of the world. From this very action, all their secret intentions
which are now public have become clear. Blessed are they who
understand!

And glory be upon you.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o) ©sSe Kl Ko il _ﬁmﬂ !
25k 5 Obee oS § Gl Gyl
f)\ﬁo); Oer 9 —\.JQLC Cﬂ\j ! C)KJ;
58 Obrg ¢ Koyl Jew s
Jsria 5 35 Olugps e 5 0 e
JIg K8

B3 Cai e 0 5 Bl Glie o)
oA celbl pa wilie K 5t 5yt
O s el ) Cul sad 5 U
Soske 4l gy o b e il
Lk ol

o oapaie g ol & S daSle
ﬁ;@\;\fkaow,ow
Canas Lg\.c;\ T.‘\g\} & Gyl aa :,;sx.o
St Cole Ul 6 pole Caas pie
oy Yoo Cdle 515 ) dey duryde gf&
s loliel 5 LBl Lo~ 655

sy oA S oy 1y ol el 5
t,.u Fly K &6 Wsgate Sl o e b
)L:LJJ\ eLC g.}‘jlab a.:f CL 9 O)}f c);‘/
GBS 3 3 5te pilen 0 g OV
S el

RAHA.279

197


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=319
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/raha.pdf#page=283

Vol. 185: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VI)

AB03353

AB03353

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! What you had writ-
ten was noted. You had given glad tidings of the spirit and
fragrance of the friends, which became a cause of spiritual joy,
for praise be to God, the friends of Khuy possess spiritual char-
acter and nature, and radiant faces and merciful hearts. They
seek sacrifice with their souls and find joy in offering them-
selves. They have passed beyond the life of this mortal world
and attached their hearts to the divine realm, found deliver-
ance from all that is not of God, and sought eternal life.

The fire of the love of God must blaze so intensely in hearts
that it creates aversion to the merchandise of pride, awakens
from the sleep of heedlessness, and makes one so aware that
they see the sovereignty of horizons as tribulation, view the
seat of glory as hardship, and count the lowest row of sandals
in the path of God as the throne of honor. When they reach
this station, they become free and independent. Until man
reaches this station, he finds no release from tests and trials.
I beseech God that all may become steadfast in this straight
path and count the torment of hell as paradise of delight in the
path of God’s love.

The brothers Aga Mashhadi Isma’il, Jinab-i-Karbala’i Mah-
mud and Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad Aga have permission to at-
tain the presence, but during the season of pilgrimage when
they intend to visit the Ka’bah.

1 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Usku’i, Ali Asghar et al., in Tabriz

Blessed art Thou, O my Most Exalted Lord, and exalted art
Thou, O Lord of all beings! Thou hast indeed transcended and
been sanctified above all conditions and traces. Eyes cannot
perceive Thee and thoughts cannot encompass Thy dominion.
The spiders of minds are powerless to weave with the saliva of
their comprehension upon that most exalted summit and make
their nests thereon. And verily all feelings, however refined
and subtle they may be, and all perceptions, however elevated
and lofty they may become, are unable to comprehend the
essence of created things which have come into being through
a sign from among the signs of Thy power and which have been
formed through an effect from among the effects of Thy Most
Exalted Pen in the world of creation - how much less Thine
Own Essence of Oneness, the Mystery of mysteries, hidden
from all eyes.

O Lord! These are Thy chosen servants, broken-winged yet
joyous in spirit, submissive before the threshold, humble at
the door, speaking Thy praise, drawn to Thy most glorious
Kingdom. Therefore ordain for them every good thing in the
kingdom of existence, distinguish them with Thy special gift
among those who bow down in worship, enable them to at-
tain the station of witnessing, illuminate their eyes through
beholding the signs within themselves and in the horizons, as-
sist them to serve Thee among the people of radiance and to
worship Thee with the people of unity, and guide them to him
who will guide them to the Luminary of the horizons in the
kingdom of the unseen heavens which minds and eyes cannot
perceive and before whose might the hearts of the free stand
in awe.

3 O Lord! Make for them the cup of certitude to overflow and
increase them in harmony and charitable giving. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving,
the Generous. And verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-
Compassionate.
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To: Baha’is of Tiflis

O servants of the Most Glorious Lord!

> The Caucasus is Mount Qaf in the Persian tongue. In olden
times, according to the belief of the people of the world, Mount
Qaf was the nest and abode of the Simurgh of grace. Whatever
the case may be, it is a good omen, and they used to say that
the dwelling place of that mighty bird was the Orient of glory.
The truth of this saying might be that the Simurgh was an
illustrious personage whose nest and dwelling place was the
Caucasian clime, and through divine favors was most dignified
and steadfast—that is to say, was a mighty fortress preserved
and protected from the deficiencies and base qualities of human
souls.

Whatever the case may be, let us take it as a good omen and
journey forth. Let us make Tiflis noble, and every frightened
one a friend. Let us make Shirvan a palace, and Ganja an
endless treasure. Let us make the Caucasus a captivating en-
chantress, and let us make those afflicted with deprivation in-
timate companions and confidants.

That is, let us treat all people with divine attributes, and let
us guide all humanity to the path of salvation and prosperity.
Let us associate with all peoples with the utmost truthfulness,
trustworthiness, love and faithfulness. Let us be a remedy for
every ill and a healing balm for every wound of heart and soul.
Let us be kind to all humanity.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin, servant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your services at the Sa-
cred Threshold of the Abha Beauty were accepted in the Day
of Meeting, and after His Ascension you expended the utmost
effort and endeavor in servitude at the Threshold of Divine
Oneness. Your character and disposition are beloved in the
sight of this Wronged One. Therefore render thanks that the
Incomparable Lord enabled you to constantly engage in praise
and glorification of the friends and offer the highest commen-
dation and tribute to the maidservants of the Merciful for their
sincerity, love and steadfastness. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

2> Regarding the water rights given to Aga Siyyid Mahdi - their
return is not permitted unless his brothers indicate that this
inheritance belongs to all and should be divided, and make
a request of me. I will then write a recommendation to Aqa
Siyyid Mahdi. If he accepts, very well; if not, I will give their
share myself. You should also satisfy these two brothers of his.
Regarding the two hundred tumans belonging to the daughter
of Haji ‘Ammih Khanum - we have accepted that and gifted
it to her herself. The acceptance is from this Wronged One. I
beseech God to make this a sign of acceptance and send down
blessings upon her and her sister. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Send fifty tumans for Aqa Siyyid Zaynu’l-‘Abidin in the name
of Aqa Mirza Ahmad from Washington.
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AB12272

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin-i-‘Abdu’l-Baha! Regarding what you wrote about
Jinab-i-‘Azizu’llah Khan, you know how much spiritual and
heartfelt love I have for him. If he were to become wholly
evanescent in ‘Abdu’l-Baha, what mighty fruits he would reap
in both worlds! As he has experienced, from the day he went
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from ‘Akka to Tehran, he continuously begged to return to
‘Akka. In response, I categorically wrote that he must remain
in Tehran. In truth, I kept him in Tehran by force. Later the
fruits of this became clear and evident. Now too he must be
self-effacing and evanescent, and act according to what is said,
so that he may witness how the confirmations of the Kingdom
encompass him from every direction.

2> Regarding the known matter, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has, in accordance
with the Law of God, left it to her, that is, to the leaf. By the
Blessed Spirit, He will never interfere in it at all. If ‘Abdu’l-
Baha does not act according to the Law of God, how can He
guide anyone to obey the religion of God?

Convey my utmost affection to them and say that I consider
him as my own son and I continually beseech the Court of the
Divine Unity that he may become a near servant at the Sacred
Threshold. Assure him of my love and deliver the enclosed
letter.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB03376

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter had a re-
markable effect, for sighing and lamenting due to the relentless
self is among the characteristics of supplication and devotion
of the people of faith, and causes nearness to the Most Merci-
ful Lord. This insight causes awakening, and awakening leads
to remembrance and reflection. This is why it is said that an
hour’s reflection is better than seventy years of worship. It is
evident that the dominion of the self over man is like the rule of
an overwhelming sovereignty, and we are captive in its grip and
under its chains, shackles and fetters. Yet we place our hope in
the protection, preservation and support of the One True God.
The truthful Joseph said: “Verily the soul commands to evil
except as my Lord shows mercy.” As long as man is aware of
this deficiency, he remains awakened and under the shadow of
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the mercy of the All-Forgiving Lord. But as soon as he shows
the slightest negligence, he becomes preserved in vanity and a
mine of evil. Therefore give thanks to God that you are aware
of the whispers of the self and its endless intrigues.

You wrote that you are employed at the royal printing press.
Certainly serve the government with the utmost truthfulness,
trustworthiness, zeal, honor, uprightness and goodwill. If the
government were not the protector of the oppressed, you would
observe what the hypocritical ascetics would do and how the
unjust clergy would behave.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03426

To: Aga Husayn et al., in Tihran

O friends of God! What you had written was noted. From
its gardens of meanings, a sweet fragrance was inhaled. Today
the hearts of the Baha’i friends are a divine rose garden, and
their expressions and words carry the scent of that true gar-
den, and their pages are like the spring breeze. This is why
letters have fragrances - one has the fragrance of paradise, an-
other the fragrance of holy gardens, another the fragrance of a
flower garden, another the fragrance of a furnace. In any case,
through the glorious bounties of the Ancient Lord, I hope that
day by day you will increase in the ranks of steadfastness in
the Cause of God and shine so brightly from the horizon of
possibility that you may become manifest signs of the Abha
Kingdom. And upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant be glory.

O Lord! Forgive his kindred and tribe and the friends Isfandi-
yar and Hurmuzd-Yar. Immerse them in the ocean of forgive-
ness and treat them with grace and favor. O Forgiver, forgive!
O Kind One, gladden them! Thou art the Pardoning, the For-
giving.

Since you are engaged in teaching at the Zoroastrian school,
this praiseworthy deed is highly acceptable in the sight of God.
Now you are occupied in serving all - continue steadfastly, be
firm, for the education of children is service to the Court of
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Oneness. And upon you be glory. God willing, permission for
a visit will be given at the proper time.
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AB03419

To: Ayadi, Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi et al., in Tihran

O two faithful servants of Truth and two helpers of the
Covenant and two Hands of the Cause of the luminous
horizons! Gird up the loins of endeavor with utmost strength
and power to serve the Cause and strive to exalt the Word
of God and unite the loved ones of God. Today the unity of
those firm in the Covenant is among the greatest of matters
and most essential affairs. Make every effort!

Consider somewhat the sudden afflictions of this servant and
weep and lament, and moan and wail. By the face and hair
of the Abha Beauty, due to the severity of tribulation and
the supreme calamity and the ascension of the Abha Beauty
and the assault of a hundred thousand afHlictions upon the
Cause of God, I have nothing but lamentation and moaning
and supplication and weeping. Share and partake in these
sorrows and pains with me, forget all affairs, and strive with
utmost strength and power to serve God and unite the loved
ones of God and the chosen ones of God.

Soon you will observe how the power of the sea of the Covenant
will cast these foams of violation upon the shore and quiet these
futile uproars. And glory be upon you both and upon every
servant who is firm in the Cause of God with a mighty power
flowing from the Most Glorious Kingdom.
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AB03408

To: Bakhshayish, Ataullah Dr et al., in Tihran

...Abdu’l-Baha does not rest for a moment nor take any com-
fort. Rest is lost, sleep is limited to two hours, and most nights
there is abundant fever and inflammation, for the body cannot
endure this hardship. Despite this, not for the blink of an
eye does he falter, and is in complete joy despite these diffi-
culties and hardships and heat and inflammation and burning
fever. Thus it is clear how you must be companions and asso-
ciates and intimates and fellow-travelers with this servant of
the Greatest Name. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03427

To: Bushruyihi, Muhammad Isma’il et al., in Tihran

O friends of God! Jinab-i-Agqa Ahmad has mentioned those
friends in his letter who, praise be to God, have been appointed
to serve the Cause of God, that they may deliberate and reflect
upon matters both great and small, so that they may become
the manifestation of “Those who manage affairs.”

In truth, consultation is among the greatest characteristics of
this Dispensation. The people of Baha must keep consultation
in view in all important matters and consider this significant
matter as an assured good. Especially in matters that concern
everyone, such consultation is service to the Truth, and such
collision of thoughts leads to the discovery of what is necessary
and fitting.

The foundation of progress in all degrees of existence is con-
sultation, and until this is firmly established, affairs will not
revolve around their desired axis. Great care is needed in this
regard, such that even in minor matters the friends must con-
sult with one another.
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+ At all times we beseech the Court of the Self-Sufficient with
humility and supplication that the consultative assembly may
become the manifestation of divine assistance, protection and
bounty, that it may be successful in serving the Cause of God,
and that they may be loving caregivers to all the friends and
think about the comfort, ease, joy and gladness of other friends.
This is the attribute of the sincere ones, this is the character-
istic of those drawn nigh.

5 And may glory be upon you all.
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Study guide to this volume

This sixth collection of undated tablets and letters from ‘Abdu’l-Baha is distinguished by its sus-
tained attention to three overlapping realities of the early Baha’i world: the physical construction
of its first institutions, the interior formation of individual souls, and the encounter between the
Persian-Islamic world and the expanding European and American spheres. Several items touch on
the construction of the first Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in ‘Ishqabad — linking bricks, domes, and donated
properties to a significance that exceeds any single building — while others address the formation
of women believers as active agents of transformation in their communities. Still others draw a
striking contrast between the spiritual momentum that ‘Abdu’l-Baha Himself carried to the West
and what Baha'u’llah might have accomplished had He appeared in Europe under conditions of
greater religious freedom. A further group of letters addresses persecution, exile, and martyrdom
with a characteristic two-register voice: pastoral tenderness toward those who suffer alongside a
theological insistence that suffering in the path of the Beloved is the highest honor the creation can
confer. Throughout, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s prose moves between detailed administrative guidance and
language of rapture, exile, and consolation, suggesting a ministry conducted under conditions of
unrelenting pressure that do not diminish but somehow intensify its spiritual range.

The First House of Worship: Bricks, Sacrifice, and Cosmic Signifi-
cance

Key Passages

Now the work on the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar has become somewhat difficult — a sum is
needed to construct the dome but nothing is available. Therefore, in Tehran and else-
where, register and sell any property that is in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s name, except places
that serve as residences for teachers, and send the proceeds to ‘Ishqabad. The original
owners must not be distressed. But for them it is a great bounty, for this is the first
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar established in the world. It is of great importance and significance
in the sight of God. Each of its bricks and stones equals the construction of a mighty
palace in the path of God, for this Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is now the cause of the exaltation
of the Word of God and the greatness of the Cause of God. Indeed, assisting it today is
among the most important matters and most meritorious deeds. Any delay in building
the dome is absolutely impermissible. — AB12233

Among other things, in Merv he arranged for establishing the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and
sent the design to the Holy Land. And now there they have begun work on a pilgrim
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house and school so they can educate the children of the friends with divine education.
The glorious Russian government freely gave land in Merv specifically for building the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and with Imperial permission the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will be built.
— AB02742

Context for Study

The two letters in this section catch the Baha’i community at a moment of unprecedented physical
ambition: the construction of the first permanent house of worship in human history dedicated
to the Baha’i principle that all religions should gather in a single house of God. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
instructions in AB12233 are administratively specific — sell named properties, send the proceeds
to ‘Ishgabad, build the dome without delay — but the theological weight He attaches to each brick
is extraordinary. A brick in the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar “equals the construction of a mighty palace
in the path of God”: the material act acquires a cosmic valence because it is the first physical
embodiment of a divine intention. The urgency — “any delay is absolutely impermissible” —
reflects ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s understanding that institutions are not mere organizational conveniences
but the vehicles through which a spiritual vision becomes socially real. This parallels the logic of
sacred architecture across traditions: the construction of the Temple in Jerusalem was understood in
Jewish tradition as a microcosm of the universe (the Holy of Holies representing the divine throne),
while Christian cathedral builders of the Gothic period saw the light-filled nave as a material image
of the heavenly Jerusalem. In Islam, the mosque is the gathering point of the community around
divine remembrance. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s Mashriqu’l-Adhkar exceeds these precedents in one crucial
respect: it is designed for all peoples, all religions, and all seekers — a universalism that the
construction of any previous house of worship had not fully embodied. AB02742’s mention of the
Russian government’s free gift of land adds a sociological dimension: the imperial recognition of
the community’s right to build is itself a sign of the Cause’s growing public presence in the world.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha commands that His own properties be sold to fund the dome. What does
this willingness to liquidate personal assets for institutional construction reveal about His
conception of the relationship between personal wealth and communal purpose?

2. The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is described as the first of its kind in human history. How does this
claim of institutional novelty relate to the Baha’i teaching that previous religions anticipated
but did not fully embody the principle of universal worship?

3. Compare the theological significance of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in Baha’i thought with the
Temple in Jerusalem (as described in 1 Kings 8), the Gothic cathedral in Christian archi-
tectural theology, and the Friday mosque in Islamic urban planning. What architectural
intention is common to all, and where does the Baha’i vision diverge?

4. The Russian government’s gift of land for the Merv Mashriqu’l-Adhkar reflects a moment of
political accommodation. How should a religious community relate to the state authorities
who enable its institutional development — gratefully but warily, or with more straightforward
loyalty?
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5. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that “each of its bricks and stones equals the construction of a mighty palace
in the path of God.” What philosophy of material sacred action underlies this equivalence?
How does it compare with the doctrine of sacrament in Catholic theology, where physical acts
are understood as effective channels of divine grace?

Spiritual Wayfaring and the Discipline of Active Life

Key Passages

The Seven Valleys was revealed for spiritual wayfaring, and spiritual wayfaring is greatly
beloved. If the people of poverty refers to souls who journey through these valleys and
acquire these attributes, following the path of the righteous and seeking the way of the
free spirits, whatever name is given causes no harm. The word “dervish” which flowed
from the Supreme Pen means the essence of the treatise on spiritual conduct and is
highly acceptable. — AB02662

But there are some in this world who are outwardly and inwardly confused and scattered,
idle and unemployed, a heavy burden upon others — they engage in no craft and pursue
no occupation or profession, counting themselves among the free spirits while they would
travel two hundred leagues for the mulberries of Shamran, the fruits of Tuserkan, or the
date harvest of Arabia. Such idle souls are certainly not acceptable, for every soul must
pursue some work, craft or profession so that they may carry their own weight rather
than becoming a burden for others to bear, like a paralysing nightmare. In any case,
spiritual wayfaring in the valley of divine love is greatly beloved, remembrance of God
is acceptable, and singing songs and melodies out of intense joy and delight is desirable.
— AB02662

Context for Study

ABO02662 is one of the sharpest correctives in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s corpus: a crisp distinction between
authentic spiritual poverty and the social parasitism that has historically attached itself to the
language of mysticism. The letter defends Baha’u’llah’s Seven Valleys as a genuine treatise on
spiritual conduct — “greatly beloved” — while simultaneously demolishing the claim of those who
invoke spiritual language to excuse idleness. The term “dervish” (from Persian darwish, one who
stands at doors, i.e., a beggar) had a double valuation in Persian Islamic culture: in the Sufi tra-
dition, the dervish represented the highest form of spiritual liberation from worldly attachment; in
its debased popular form, it denoted professional mendicants who exploited the tradition’s prestige.
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letter draws precisely this line: true spiritual wayfaring produces joy, remembrance,
and melody — it is unmistakably alive — while the false version produces idleness, dependency,
and a strategic itinerancy in search of seasonal delicacies (the mulberries of Shamran, the dates
of Arabia). The Protestant sociological tradition has long argued that a “worldly asceticism” —
disciplined work in the world as a form of spiritual practice — was the distinctive contribution
of Reformed Christianity to modern social organization (Max Weber’s thesis). ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s in-
sistence here is structurally similar: spiritual freedom from attachment expresses itself through
responsible labor, not through exemption from it. This also resonates with the Benedictine rule’s
ora et labora (pray and work) and with the Confucian insistence that the virtuous person is useful
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to society. What is characteristically Baha’i is the combination of lyrical mystical vocabulary with
a stringent demand for social contribution.

Questions for Reflection

1.

‘Abdu’l-Baha defends Baha'u’llah’s mystical text while simultaneously criticizing those who
invoke mystical language to excuse idleness. How does He draw the line between authentic
interior detachment and its social counterfeits?

. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s critique of idle dervishhood with Max Weber’s account of the Protes-

tant work ethic in The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism. Where does ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s argument overlap with Weber’s thesis, and where does it diverge?

. The Benedictine rule combined prayer and labor (ora et labora) as equal pillars of the monastic

life. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s position in this letter relate to that pairing? Does His insistence
on occupational self-sufficiency constitute a kind of Baha'’i equivalent of monastic rule?

. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that “remembrance of God is acceptable, and singing songs and melodies

out of intense joy and delight is desirable.” What criteria distinguish acceptable expressions
of spiritual interiority from those that become a “paralysing nightmare” to others?

. How might this letter be read in the context of contemporary debates about universal basic

income, voluntary simplicity, and the relationship between work, dignity, and spiritual life?

Women as Transformative Agents of the Covenant

Key Passages

Thousands upon thousands of daughters of kings and children of nobles and great ones
abandoned silk and brocade, forsook comfort and peace of soul and heart’s desire and
adornment, turned away from father and mother, detached themselves from every joy
and happiness and pleasure, donned the garment of monasticism to become nuns, and
spent their days and nights in worship and austerity and solitude and supplication —
that perhaps they might witness a ray of the light of truth. Yet they gave up their lives
in longing for this gift and never attained even a glimmer of the lights of the Fire of
Sinai. — ABO02651

Now you, O confident leaves, arise in thanksgiving that, praise be to God, you have the
stars of this manifest light rising from the horizon of your brow and the appearance of
these brilliant traces manifest in your radiant reality. You wear the crown of this grace
upon your head and the diadem of this bounty upon your brow. You are the dawning-
places of the love of God and the daysprings of the gift of God, and God willing, you
shall be the spreaders of the guidance of God. And gratitude for this boundless grace
is firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant of God, such that you must be firm like
immovable mountains and withstand the most great tempest. And become so enkindled
and aflame and attracted that you transform all women. — AB02651
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Blessed art thou and joy be unto thee for having been gathered in the days of God and
for having attained this most great and glorious bounty. Thank thy Lord for having
enabled thee to attain a gift which the devoted women and holy handmaidens in the most
exalted pavilions yearn and long for. Soon shalt thou behold the station of truth which
God has ordained for the believing, assured leaves and which He has sanctified beyond
the comprehension of the ultimate limits of minds in the world of natures, elements and
materials. Glory be upon every handmaiden who has held fast to the Covenant of God.
— AB02839

Context for Study

ABO02651 is a stunning theological argument for the spiritual privilege of the Baha’i women it
addresses. ‘Abdu’l-Baha begins with what amounts to a meditation on the tragic futility of female
Christian monasticism: thousands of noblewomen devoted their entire lives to austerity, solitude,
and prayer, and yet “never attained even a glimmer of the lights of the Fire of Sinai” This is a
bold claim. It does not deprecate the sincerity or the sacrifice of those women but insists that
the new dispensation has made available a gift that no previous spiritual path, however rigorous,
could bestow. The women ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses possess, effortlessly, what the nuns could only
long for. He then turns this gift into a mandate: gratitude for the bounty takes the form of
becoming “so enkindled and aflame and attracted that you transform all women.” The movement
from receiver of grace to agent of transformation is rapid and unqualified. AB02839 extends this
with a promise: the station of these assured leaves is “sanctified beyond the comprehension of
the ultimate limits of minds.” This language places the spiritual rank of the believing woman in
this dispensation beyond what any category available to previous religious thought can measure.
For the student of comparative religion, the contrast drawn with Christian monasticism invites
reflection on the relationship between institutionally mediated spiritual disciplines and the claim
that a new dispensation supersedes them without destroying their value. The parallel with the
Pauline argument that faith in Christ supersedes the righteousness of the Law (Romans 3-4) is
suggestive: ‘Abdu’l-Baha is not saying the nuns were wrong but that the gift available in the new
dispensation exceeds what the discipline of the old could achieve.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that thousands of nuns who devoted their lives to seeking the light of truth
“never attained even a glimmer” of what the Baha’i women he addresses have received. How
should this claim be understood theologically — as a historical argument about the limits of
previous dispensations, or as something else?

2. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s implicit critique of female monasticism with the broader Baha’i
rejection of asceticism and celibacy as spiritual ideals. What vision of spiritual life replaces
the monastic model in Baha'’i thought?

3. The mandate in AB02651 — to “transform all women” — is remarkable in its scope and direct-
ness. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha envision this transformation happening? Through teaching?
Through the example of enkindled character? Through institutional participation?

4. ABO02839 describes the station of the believing women as “sanctified beyond the comprehen-
sion of the ultimate limits of minds.” What spiritual category is being evoked here? How
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does the use of apophatic language (beyond comprehension) function in an address to specific
women in a specific community?

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s address to these women as active agents — “you shall be the
spreaders of the guidance of God” — relate to the broader Baha’i teaching on the equality
of men and women? Does the specific address to women as a distinct group reinforce or
complicate that equality?

The East-West Encounter: Persia, Europe, and the Momentum of
Revelation

Key Passages

Consider and reflect upon the result of My few days’ stay in London and the profound
effect it has had here and in the surrounding regions. Ponder then in your heart, what
the coming of Baha’u’llah would have achieved! Had He appeared in Europe, its people
would have seized their opportunity and His Cause, by virtue of the freedom of thought,
would by this time have encompassed the earth. But alas! This Cause, though it first
appeared in Persia, yet eventually it shall be seen how the peoples of Europe have
wrested it from its hands! Take note of this and remember it in future. Ultimately you
shall see how it has come to pass. — AB02805

O Nayyir of the horizon of God’s love! Night and day blaze like the fire of Sinai
and burn away the veil from eyes. This is the time for teaching and the season for
encouragement. Come from the Mount of inner meanings with the white hand of the
Most Great Guidance, and with the manifest serpent establish proofs and evidences.
Strive night and day to promote the religion of God. Take in hand the chalice of
guidance and enter intoxicated into the feast of teaching. Awaken all peoples with the
fragrances of the Blessed Beauty and make them aware through the breezes from the
gardens of the Most Great Name. Open your sweet tongue to guide the earth and
unlock the doors of meanings. — ABO02767

Context for Study

ABO02805 is one of the most historically striking passages in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings. Reflecting on
His own visits to London (and elsewhere in the West), He draws a counterfactual: had Baha'u’llah
appeared in Europe rather than Persia, the greater freedom of thought and the openness of Eu-
ropean institutions would have allowed the Cause to encompass the earth within the span of a
generation. This is more than a regret; it is an analysis of the relationship between religious free-
dom, civil society, and the spread of revelation. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is describing something He observed
directly: the Western world’s relative readiness to receive new ideas, compared with the entrenched
clerical and political resistance that the Cause faced in Iran. The prediction that follows — that
European peoples will “wrest” the Cause from Persian hands — is a sociological prophecy that
events in the twentieth century bore out in several respects: the growth of the Baha’i communities
in Europe, the Americas, and eventually Africa and Asia beyond their original Persian seedbed.
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ABO02767, by contrast, addresses a specific teacher with language of passionate urgency: the im-
agery of fire, chalice, intoxication, and Moses’ white hand and serpent-staff saturates the letter with
Qur’anic and biblical resonance. The teacher is commissioned as a prophet-figure, coming down
from a mountain of inner meanings to awaken a sleeping people. Together the two passages repre-
sent both the structural analysis and the personal commissioning that characterize ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
approach to the East-West encounter: He sees the civilizational dynamics clearly and He deploys
individuals within them with prophetic energy.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha attributes the advantage of European soil for the spread of the Cause to “free-
dom of thought.” How does this connect the progress of revelation to specific political and
institutional conditions? What are the implications for how a religious community relates to
civil liberties?

2. The claim that Persians will eventually lose their primacy in the Cause to European and other
peoples is remarkable for its candor. What does ‘Abdu’l-Baha mean by this, and how might
it be read as a self-critical assessment of the Iranian Baha’i community’s own situation?

3. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s analysis of the relationship between cultural context and the re-
ception of revelation with the sociological theory of the “routinization of charisma” in Max
Weber’s sociology of religion. Where do the two accounts converge?

4. In AB02767, the teacher is commissioned using imagery drawn from Moses (white hand,
serpent-staff). How does this biblical framing of the teaching mission invest the individual
teacher with a prophetic self-understanding? What are the spiritual benefits and potential
dangers of such a commissioning?

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s observation about freedom of thought in Europe relate to contem-
porary debates about the relationship between secular liberal democracy and the conditions
of spiritual flourishing?

Exile, Persecution, and the Path of the Beloved

Key Passages

O ye refugees of the one true God! Be not grieved or disconsolate; neither allow your-
selves to sit despondent and dejected. Though you have been persecuted, made home-
less, and humiliated, this was in the path of that loving Friend, Who was Himself exiled
from Iran to Iraq, from Iraq to the Great City (Constantinople), from thence to Rumelia
(Adrianople), and from Rumelia to this afflictive prison. You have followed in His foot-
steps and emulated His example. This is the supreme favor, for those who are lovers
long to give away this world of metaphors for the sake of the object of their desire. —
AB02655

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise and thanks be to God that whatever flowed from
the Pen of the Covenant appeared and became manifest in the realm of being. Divine
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confirmations arrived and indubitable assistance appeared. The unseen hosts rendered
victory and the armies of the Supreme Concourse provided aid. Likewise observe that
when the restrictions upon this Wronged One became severe, what a commotion arose!
The Hand of Power suddenly removed the chain of Joseph’s prison from ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
neck and placed it around the necks of the oppressors. All those souls who extended
the hand of aggression and confined ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this prison are now themselves in
the most grievous state under chains and shackles. — ABO02735

Context for Study

AB02655 is among the most theologically concentrated of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s consolatory letters. It
addresses people who have been driven from their homes and made refugees in the path of the
Faith, and His response is to trace the specific geography of Baha’u’llah’s own exile — Iran, Iraq,
Constantinople, Adrianople, ‘Akka — as the path that those who love Him are honored to follow.
This is not a minimization of their suffering but an elevation of its meaning: to be a refugee in
the path of Baha’'u’llah is to participate in the most intimate dimension of His experience. The
logic is broadly analogous to the mystical traditions of imitatio Christi in Christianity, where the
believer’s suffering is sanctified by its conformity to the suffering of Christ; or to the Shi’i theology
of redemptive suffering modeled on the martyrdom at Karbala. What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s version is the geographical precision: He maps the exile onto real places and real history,
refusing the abstraction that might allow the suffering to be spiritualized out of its actual pain.
ABO02735, written after ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s release from confinement, takes the providential reversal as
its theme: the oppressors are now themselves under chains, and the event is read as the fulfillment
of what the Pen of the Covenant had promised. This reversal is the pattern of prophetic history:
Joseph in the pit raised to the vizier’s throne, the Israelites delivered from Egypt, the martyred
Imam whose oppressors fall into disgrace. ‘Abdu’l-Baha reads the contemporary political situation
as one episode in this long providential narrative.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha traces Baha'u’llah’s exile through specific cities and presents this geographical
path as the road the refugee believers are honored to follow. What is the spiritual function of
making the geography of suffering specific and historical rather than general and symbolic?

2. Compare the consolatory logic of AB02655 — that suffering in the path of the Beloved is an
honor — with the Christian theology of the imitatio Christi, with Shi’i theology of suffering
modeled on Karbala, and with the Jewish concept of kiddush Hashem (sanctification of God’s
name through suffering). What structural feature do all these consolatory frameworks share?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes Baha’u’llah’s exile from Iran as a series of displacements across multi-
ple empires. What does the recitation of this itinerary accomplish rhetorically and pastorally
in a letter addressed to refugees?

4. In AB02735, ‘Abdu’l-Baha reads the political reversal of His own imprisonment as a divine
confirmation, citing the Joseph archetype. How does the use of biblical typology function
as a framework for interpreting contemporary political events? What are the hermeneutical
risks of this approach?
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5. How might these letters speak to the experience of Baha’is who continue to face persecu-
tion in Iran today? What continuities and differences exist between the historical situations
addressed and the present?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This sixth collection of undated tablets presents a Faith that is simultaneously building its first
house of worship, forming its first generation of women teachers, analyzing the civilizational con-
ditions of its own expansion, and consoling those who have been driven from their homes in its
path. The writings move from brick-by-brick administrative specificity to cosmic theological reach
within the compass of a few letters. The central question the volume poses is this: How does
a community build permanent institutions and sustain a universal mission when it is
simultaneously embattled, exiled, and dependent on the sacrifices of individuals who
are themselves being stripped of everything the world values — and what is it in
the Covenant, as ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes it, that makes such a double life spiritually
bearable?
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