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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 186

This seventh volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha contains several items that stand out
as compact doctrinal or institutional statements. Especially notable are AB03468 and AB03491,
which together form a pair of miniature “divine philosophy” lectures. AB03468 argues from order,
intelligible realities, and unseen effects to the reality of spirit: light is known through the motion of
an unseen force, love through its effects, and the human reality through its capacity to apprehend
intelligible truths beyond sense perception. AB03491 develops the same theme through the relation
of spirit to body, insisting that the soul is not spatially “inside” the body, since ingress, egress,
ascent, and descent belong to material things; its relation to the body is instead likened to the sun
reflected in a mirror. A related philosophical strand appears in AB03586, where love is presented
as the animating principle of the world, expressed through affinity, motion, attraction, and the
illumination of humanity. AB03450 and AB03569 similarly treat the world’s bitterness as capable
of transmutation through the love of God, detachment, and the light of the Covenant.

Several items are noteworthy for their administrative or legal significance. AB10956 is especially
important: it defines binding ordinances as those proceeding either from Baha’u’llah’s Supreme
Pen or from the Universal House of Justice, identifies the believers as “commanded” rather than
“commanders,” allows voluntary supplications after the Obligatory Prayers, and states that removal
of members of Houses of Justice belongs to the House itself, with majority vote decisive. AB03384
gives a concise definition of the Hands as those appointed by Baha'u’llah or so addressed and
honored by ‘Abdu’l-Baha, while adding that the title is true of every soul firm in the Covenant.
ABO03552 contains a striking cluster of brief rulings and reflections: it distinguishes individual
from collective retribution, states that the House of Justice must determine questions concerning
permissible and abhorrent meats, and adds that vegetarian food is “closer to mercy and compassion.”
AB12274 is also of interest for its practical application of the Kitab-i-Aqdas concerning wills and
inheritance, while mentioning possible gifts to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar of ‘Ishqabad or to the poor
of all religions.

The volume also preserves valuable glimpses of the conditions of the community under pressure.
ABO03361 is a vivid document of surveillance and clandestine communication: letters addressed to
Haifa or to ‘Abdu’l-Baha were being opened in Tehran and elsewhere, and believers were instructed
to route correspondence through Agqa Ahmad Yazdi in Port Said with caution. AB03456 gives
concrete counsel for the believers in Yazd amid threatened agitation, urging wisdom, concealment,
restraint, and courtesy toward clergy and others so as to avoid worsening opposition. AB12270
appears to reflect a period of severe restriction in the Holy Land, when construction work was
“absolutely impossible,” extraordinary expenses had arisen, officials had referred the matter to
Istanbul, and “everyone” had been confined in the fortress. ABU1540, although narrative in form,
is historically valuable for its account of Haji Mirza Haydar-‘Ali’s arrest and exile to Khartoum
with companions after teaching in Egypt.
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A further group highlights the Covenant, teaching, women’s service, and the education of children.
AB03428 and AB03573 are forceful Covenant texts, the latter answering agitation around the phrase
“We chose” by interpreting Baha'u’llah’s wording as anticipating later events. AB03474 is a rousing
charge to proclaim the Covenant publicly, while AB03497 magnifies the spiritual consequences of
a single deed in this Day. AB03742 deserves special notice for its detailed instructions to women’s
gatherings: they are to study proofs of the Faith, train girl children, cultivate knowledge, character,
chastity, perseverance, household management, child education, and even bodily health and disease
prevention. AB03498 similarly celebrates the emergence of women who become “the glory of men
and the light of the world,” and then turns to consolation for the death of a child. AB03306 offers
an elevated marriage prayer, grounding marriage in the universal principle of attraction and affinity
throughout creation.

Finally, a number of items are noteworthy for literary or devotional intensity. AB03473 is remark-
able for its ecstatic self-interruption: the pen can no longer be restrained before the overpowering
voice of the Kingdom. AB03546 is a powerful prayer for the friends in a particular region, asking
that they become signs of divine knowledge, certitude, and service. AB03521 beautifully identifies
servitude itself as ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s crown and sovereignty. AB03325 is a lyrical call to teaching,
asking the recipient to become a nightingale, lamp, heroic knight, and translucent glass through
which the light may shine. These pieces give the volume a distinctive texture: amid routine let-
ters of encouragement, there are concentrated statements of philosophy, embryonic administrative
principles, practical crisis management, and passages of high devotional eloquence.
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AB12274

AB12274

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou hast carried out that which was enjoined upon thee. Thou
didst hasten to Yazd and brought those prisoners to Tehran.
Indeed thou didst endure many hardships and difficulties and
sustained injuries. But these afflictions and injuries are in the
path of God and are therefore the desire of the soul and the
longing of the conscience. One must be patient and arise in
thanksgiving.

> Concerning the dispute among the heirs of him who attained
the presence of his Lord, the esteemed Ustad Muhammad
Husayn, thou hadst written about this. Assuredly the will
must be carried out. The distribution of inheritance comes
after the execution of the will, and this is explicitly stated in
the Most Holy Book. “Let him who willeth take it up and
him who willeth leave it. Verily thy Lord is the All-Sufficient,
Independent of all worlds.” What has been stated here is
merely to teach God’s ordinance. Otherwise, regarding that
grasshopper’s thigh which has been bequeathed - if all the
heirs unanimously agree to send it for the expenses of the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in ‘Ishgabad, or to distribute it among the
poor of all religions, either of these acts would be acceptable
at the Divine Threshold.

What thou hadst requested is enclosed in the letter. Con-
vey the utmost kindness on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the
handmaiden of God, the assured leaf Badi’ih, and likewise to
Badi’u’llah and Nayyirih and the daughter of Aqa Muhammad
Husayn, Zahra Sultan. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB03500

AB03500

To: Khadijih Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Tihran

O pure leaf! What thou didst write was observed. The ex-
pression was wonderful and the composition delightful. My
intention was to summon thee specifically, but thy presence
in Tehran at this time is necessary and essential, that thou
mayest engage in service to the Cause of God, gather together
the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, occupy thyself with the
remembrance of the Intended One, arrange spiritual meetings,
demonstrate the reality of awakening and supplication, and
show the utmost love to the steadfast leaves. Be the cause of
gathering, and the source of unity and agreement.

Today, whoever among those associated with the Divine Court
engages in service will witness assistance and bounty, and re-
ceive confirmation and bestowal, for this is the magnet that at-
tracts heavenly success. Therefore, I desired this for thee. For
now be patient, and convey greetings and praise from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to the respected mother, the assured leaf, the confident
sister, and other content and well-pleasing leaves. Give a dou-
ble embrace to ‘Abdu’l-Husayn, the sapling in the garden of
the love of God. I beseech God that this cherished and endear-
ing son may be a steadfast and profound servant in this mighty
Cause. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

He is God!

Convey greetings to his honor Aqa Siyyid Nasru’llah and all
other relations. We long to see them and are in uncontrollable
yearning.
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AB03445

AB03445

To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Tihran

O wandering beloved! The merciful Lord says in the explicit
text of the Qur’an: “In both of them are two kinds of every
fruit.” And praise be to God, you have become a wanderer
again in the path of the Lord, and have interpreted and ex-
plained the verse “And We have created all things in pairs.” It
is evident that whoever becomes a wanderer once in this world
- how beloved you must be in the court of the One, that you
have repeatedly become homeless and wandering! The Blessed
Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) was
once exiled from Tehran to Iraq, another time banished from
Iraq to the Great City, and for a time became a stranger in the
land of Bulgaria, and for a long period in the Most Great Prison
was companion to a hundred thousand afHictions and pains.
For now, you have twice become intoxicated from this over-
flowing cup, until we see where this matter ultimately leads.
We hope that it has ended, and that henceforth the means of
rest and comfort will be provided and the carpet of tests will
be rolled up.

“These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass,

And once again days sweet as sugar shall come.”

Give thanks to God that ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses you with ut-
most joy, at a time when fever has taken hold and the body
has begun to sweat. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO03473

AB03473

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O thou that art aglow with the Fire that burneth in the Sacred
Tree!

At this morning hour, when the Light that shineth from the
Abha Kingdom is shedding its splendour upon the regions of
the world and the sweet savours of the Lord wafted from the
Realms of Holiness are diffusing their fragrance amongst the
holy ones on earth, this yearning one is so stirred with the
sweet remembrance of the loved ones of God and so aflame
with the desire of their meeting that he finds no way to still
his longings or to calm his restless soul.

A Voice is calling him from the Realm on High: “O servant
of the sacred Threshold of Baha! Bestir thyself and, with thy
pen in thine hand, make mention of that loving friend of thine
that seeketh restlessly the Way of his Beloved and who is so
enamoured with Thee that a single drop from the Ocean of
Thy loving-kindness is to him the water of everlasting life.”

By thy life, so precious to me, I swear that I can contain myself
no more and this pen of mine can write no further nor can I
guide and restrain any more my writing. Ponder this in thy
heart and peruse this letter by the power of thine heart and
spirit.

O friend! T know not what to say and write to thee. Behold, the
Voice of God so resounds from the Kingdom of Baha that the
ear is wellnigh overpowered with its sound, and the universe is
so shaken by the ringing call of Baha that it may soon disrupt
and burst asunder!

I can write no more.

WOB.112x, SW_ v13#12 p.339, DWN_ v2#05 p.033-034, BP1926.007-008
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AB03384

AB03384

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was re-
ceived and your distressing circumstances caused the utmost
grief. However, if you were to learn of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s affairs,
you would see your own difficulties as a source of comfort and
count severe hardship as a blessing. Never mind - we share
the same pain and work, and God willing, we shall find the
same cure. Be not sorrowful. Your affairs and mine go hand
in hand. When one is resolved, the other will be resolved, and
while one remains scattered, the other stays scattered. I prac-
tice patience, you practice patience; I show forbearance, you
show devotion.

In any case, ‘Abdu’l-Baha says: “We who have given heart and
sight to the flood of trials - you say, let the tears of grief come
and destroy the house from its foundation.” Whatever exists is
in God’s path. The Blessed Beauty has written in one of the
Tablets:

“If He bestows the pearl of bounty, behold the hearts are its
shells

And if the arrow of tribulation comes, behold the souls are its
target”

5 As for your question about the Hands - the Hands are those
souls who were appointed by the Supreme Pen or were ad-
dressed by this title and honored with this station by the pen
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. For each one who remains firm in God’s
Covenant, this title holds true for them. Please deliver the en-
closed letter to His Holiness Ismu’llah, upon him be the Glory
of God, the Most Glorious.
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Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB03483

AB03483

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran

O herald of the Covenant! The news of the celebration and
festivity brought utmost joy. Under the shade of the Blessed
Beauty’s favor, it is hoped that many such joyous celebrations
and festivities will be held among the people of Baha. The
holy city and forgiving Lord - His grace and bounty have en-
compassed that pure soul of the earthly and celestial realms.
How excellent is what was said:

“His light from right and left, below and above,

Has placed a collar round the neck of all”

In any case, as thanks for these favors, be engaged day and
night in spreading the divine fragrances, so that through the
power of the Greatest Name, the foundation of ignorance may
be demolished and Iran may become the mine of divine guid-
ance, the paradise of the All-Merciful, and the dawning-place
of the lights of the Lord. And may the Glory be upon you and
upon every steadfast, firm one.

A letter was written for the believers of Varamin, but due to the
multitude of occupations and difficulties, it was not possible
to write them individually - it was written collectively. You
will certainly seek forgiveness. Today one word from this pen
suffices, for there is no time, and one word has the effect of an
entire book.

Due to the abundance of letters, they were not able to make
copies, therefore they were sent without copies. Please send
copies of these letters.
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AB03487

To: Nasir Divan, in Tihran

O thou attracted to the fragrances of the Divine! Give thanks
unto God that high on the Sinai of spiritual recognition thou
didst hear the call of the All-Merciful from the Manifestation
of God Himself and didst behold the light of the Divine Theo-
phany in the sacred Vale of God and didst drink from the
hand of the Cupbearer of providence the choice wine of di-
vine guidance and didst dance with joy and raise the call “Ya
Baha’al-Abha” in the field of spiritual understanding.

All this hath been achieved by the bounty and grace of the
one true God who hath led us to His divine Kingdom and
hath enthralled these God-intoxicated souls by His perspicuous
Beauty. This in truth, is the moment when the Holy Spirit
hath breathed a breath of life into all existence and this is the
Dispensation in which the Sun of truth hath shone above the
horizon of the centuries with the bright light of His All-Merciful
attributes, from all eternity to all eternity.

3 Therefore seek for Him throughout thy life and speak His praise
with all thy heart. Spread abroad the Faith of God and teach
His religion, like a quickening breeze, like a fragrant zephyr
of the All-Glorious One and ignite a spark from the Fire of
the Sacred Mount of Sinai. Be a fountain of life unto the
thirsty and a guide unto the erring. Be a breath of morning
over the meadows and a springtime shower for every rose and
orchard fruit. Give sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf.
Set ablaze the frozen ones and waken those who sleep so that
thou mayest shine like a scintillating star and a bright light of
guidance on the Supreme Horizon.

This is my counsel unto thee and my covenant with thee that
thou mayest be of such as have attained.
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ABO03361

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O true servant of God! Henceforth send all letters through
Aga Ahmad Yazdi in Port Said, for since they are addressed to
me and to Haifa, they are being opened in Tehran and indeed
throughout Iran. Therefore write to everyone not to send let-
ters addressed to Haifa or in my name - they should send them
to you or to Agqa Ahmad in Port Said. And you and likewise
Jinab-i-Amin should send all letters to Aga Ahmad in Port
Said, and send them in such a way that the postal officials do
not realize that Aqa Ahmad is the intermediary for Haifa and
myself. Wisdom requires this.

A telegram was received from the Spiritual Assembly that dan-
gers have arisen in Tehran. Important authorities were con-
tacted and gave a firm response that strong recommendations
were made to the embassy. Give loving greetings to all. This
was written in haste. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.

Several letters recently arrived from Tehran that had abso-
lutely no seal or stamp. The envelope had been changed -
that is, they had torn open the original envelope and put it
in another envelope, applying postal marks to it so no one
would know they had opened it. You should be aware of these
treacheries. Therefore send the envelope with seal and stamp
to Aqa Ahmad Yazdi in Port Said through someone the postal
workers don’t know, by registered mail.
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To: Shaykh Muhsin Naimi Naini (Dabir Muaid), in Tihran

By God, He loves those who do good!

> Truly thou art a doer of good and art sheltered in the impreg-
nable fortress, therefore thou art preserved and protected and
art like a hidden pearl. The letter which thou didst write to
Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah was noted, and likewise the newspaper.
As the saying goes, “The best testimony is that given by ene-
mies.” The editor of this newspaper wished to cast aspersions
of corruption, yet praise be to God, he published in the very
newspaper itself a letter which is the foundation of reform and
reconciliation. Read that letter to people and translate it for
them. For any fair-minded person it is sufficient proof that the
servants of Baha'u’llah are the mercy of the Lord.

I was extremely delighted at the permanence and stability of
the Spiritual Assembly. I hope that you will be assisted and
confirmed.

As for the fifteenth verse of Deuteronomy addressed to Moses,
what is meant is Muhammad, upon Him be prayer and peace.
It is exactly as Abu’l-Fada’il wrote, for it states “I will raise
up a Prophet like unto thee from among their brethren.” The
brethren of the Children of Israel are the Children of Ishmael.
It does not say “from among them” - Christ was from among
them. It says “from among their brethren.” It is clear that the
brethren of the Children of Israel are the Children of Ishmael.

5 There is no more time. I ask your pardon. And upon thee be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03412

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran, Unity Committee et al.

O beloved ones! In a world like an azure dome, from horizon to
horizon a blue sea, waves like successive armies attacking, and

everyone engaged and occupied in some movement and task.

But ‘Abdu’l-Baha is consoled by remembering the agreeing
friends and by writing.

Your letter and the treatise of His Honor Sadr-i-Divan-i-Asrar,
the shining full moon of the righteous ones, the brilliant star
of the horizon of mystical knowledge, and the life-giving power
of faith and certitude, arrived. From its contents the utmost
joy was attained.

Indeed, you have exerted the utmost effort in this matter and
have made ‘Abdu’l-Baha pleased. May God reward you with
divine, heavenly confirmation. The purpose was that the effect
of the pen of that master of the righteous ones not be lost. Now
complete the honor by endeavoring to have that noble book
printed.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory, and greetings and
praise.
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AB03484

in Tihran

To: Wife of Haji Abu’l-Qasim et al.,

O ye who are related to the Court of Oneness! Jinab-i-Aqa
Muhammad-Sadiq wrote a brief letter but made an extensive
request, asking for a detailed explanation for each one of you.
However, given the countless occupations of this faulty one,
how can this be accomplished? The purpose is to mention the
handmaidens of the Merciful and remember the loved ones of
God - all together is more pleasant and attractive and sweeter
and more delightful, for it indicates a state of agreement and
unity and oneness, that those numbered individuals have the
ruling of a single person, and those many souls are manifes-
tations of the outpourings of the One True Reality. Consider
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AB03344

how sweet and pleasant and attractive this is! There can be
no better proof than this, and no more appealing excuse and
escape than this. God willing, if time permits, I will write with
utmost care a letter to each one and comfort the hearts of all.
And upon you all be greetings and praise.
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AB03344

To: Farashahi, Haji Husayn et al., in Yazd

O servant of the sacred divine Threshold! Remember those
days which you spent at the court of Truth, when you were
honored with the privilege of service and placed the crown of
this glory upon your brow of honor, and were counted among
the servants of the Threshold and were appointed as guardian.
The hidden grace and favors have so encompassed you that
you were immersed in its manifest effects and illumined by the
lights of its mighty bounty.

> Therefore, be occupied day and night in praising and glorifying
such a loving Lord, for the glances of His eye of favor are
continuous and the outpouring of His mercy is perfect. And
in gratitude for these favors, strive to serve His Cause so that
the holy fragrances may perfume the nostrils of the people
of that land and region. And upon you be glory, and upon
every soul firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant and His mighty
Testament.

Convey greetings on my behalf to Haji Husayn Manshadi, upon
him be the Most Glorious Glory of God, and say: That yearn-
ing and burning from separation is a ray of reunion, and that
lamentation and anguish from parting is a sign of attainment.
We beseech from the Court of Oneness that He may bestow
upon you the reward of pilgrimage and cause you to attain
His Most Glorious Kingdom and be accepted at the Court of
Oneness and become the recipient of the glance of favor. And
upon you be glory.
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AB12276

AB12276

To: Muhammad Ali Khabbaz, in Yazd

O servant of God! When the Beauty of the All-Merciful shed
His luminous rays upon the world of being, that light of reality
shone forth in pure hearts. True fellowship, heartfelt love, and
eternal brotherhood became manifest and evident, for all were
illumined by one light, drew sustenance from one Revelation,
and were brightened by the flame of Sinai. This brotherhood
is of the Kingdom, divine, heavenly, spiritual, eternal, everlast-
ing.

This is especially true of Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad Husayn who
shares with you physical brotherhood as well. Therefore when
he presented himself at the Holy Shrine, he observed the rights
of brotherhood and requested that this letter be written. I too
was moved to enthusiasm by his love and proceeded to pen
this letter to that kind friend, that he might know that he is
mentioned in the presence of the wanderers and renowned in
the gathering of the friends.

I hope from the Lord of the worlds that he may ever remain
quickened by the divine fragrances and fresh and verdant
through the breezes of grace, and abide eternally with
everlasting life in the Kingdom of holiness.

Convey utmost longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the friends
in that region. I am always occupied with their remembrance,
familiar with thoughts of them, and moved by enthusiasm in
my love for them. Upon you and upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB12279

AB03456

To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqgi Afnan, in Yazd

O exalted branch of the Blessed Tree!

According to what is known, the opponents in Yazd intend by
whatever means to stir up sedition and create corruption. Even
Siyyid ‘Ali and his supporters aim to create circumstances such
that even the kind Governor would be unable to maintain pro-
tection - meaning there would be a general uprising. There-
fore the friends must act with the utmost wisdom and not tear
away the veil. They should somewhat follow the example of
the believer from among Pharaoh’s people, as it is said “And
a believing man from among Pharaoh’s people who concealed
his faith...”

In any case, the point is that if it were not for that kind pro-
tector, the opponents would have created a thousand instances
of corruption by now, but his support and protection has pre-
served the situation. If one considers carefully, there are other
benefits as well - among them that separation does not occur,
for if the veil is torn away, opposition increases and separation
will result, and when separation occurs the work of teaching
becomes impaired.

Therefore alert all the friends to act according to the wisdom
prescribed in the Tablets. Let them show some forbearance,
exercise consideration, not tear away the veil, and deal with
the clergy and others with the utmost kindness, consideration
and regard.
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AB12279

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Zavarihi

O thou who art intoxicated by the breeze of God’s bounty! I
address thee from this exalted Spot with a heart overflowing
with the love of God, that thou mayest be stirred in spirit and
rejoice in that God hath aided thee to attain unto recognition
and to be illumined by the light of His proof in this Day.
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AB03428

O my beloved! Be thou possessed of a tranquil soul through
the bestowals of thy Lord - a soul that no severity of trials
can shake, whose fire of love no fierce and destructive winds of
tests in this time can extinguish. Leave behind all affairs of the
sensible, the tangible and the rational, and cling to the hem of
the robe of everlasting glory in this Day of Resurrection.

By thy Lord! This glorious state will make thee independent of
all else and will cause thee to ascend to the summit of greatness
and joy. It will confirm thee in a Cause that no parties or multi-
tudes can resist. Thou shalt find thyself in a station that those
possessed of insight are powerless to comprehend, and thou
shalt be confirmed in a pervading and all-encompassing Cause
that illumineth the hearts of the spiritually minded, from which
shineth forth the light of unity, and for failing to attain unto
whose supreme station tears flow from every eye in regret - a
station at which all vision is bewildered.

O my beloved! Time is a cutting sword and thy Lord’s be-
stowals are a brilliant flash. Seize the opportunity and strive
in the Cause of thy Lord Who created thee and fashioned thee,
from Whom is thy beginning and to Whom is thy end. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB03428

To: Baha’is of Egypt

O friends of God. When the daystar of the covenant became
luminous from the horizon of the will of the Merciful, people
of insight received a keen vision and observed the signs of the
glorious Great One. Like unto a heart-surrendered lover, they
became bewildered and enamored of the beauty of the covenant
and in the garden of God’s manifold blessings, they were joyous
and elated to observe the mystic flowers.

But those with poor sight like unto the bats were dejected
and despondent from the rays of the covenant. One said this
covenant is a ray and not the sun. Another said that it is a
little spring and not the sea. Yet another called it a mirage and
a dream. Each one muttered with malice and made murmurs
in secret.
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ABO03573

Erelong, ye will see that those who slackened will all grow
helpless and disappointed, and the steadfast will be gathered
together in every meeting with resplendent faces. Gracious
God! All know with certitude that the mighty stronghold is
the citadel of the covenant and the foundation of others will
soon be ruined and destroyed.

The sun of the covenant will warm the East and the West in
such wise that these bats will become the weakest creatures
on earth, and day and night will accompany the wailing and
groaning of remorse and regret. Praised be God, the Lord of
all the worlds.
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AB03573

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt

O thou who hast with all thy being arisen to serve the
Covenant! The letter received from that known individual is
steeped in pride and vanity. He has posed a question in the
manner of the divines. Glory be to God! If only such souls
possessed the understanding of even a lowly student in those
filthy schools. These are they who have despaired of God’s
Covenant and suffered a manifest loss. Such publications are
like a drowning man clutching at every straw, scratching at
wounds front and back until sweet torment becomes bitter.
They should flee from such expressions yet take pride in them.
In any case, that vain one requires an answer and publication
is necessary. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

These days they are raising a great clamor about the word “We
chose” The Ancient Beauty revealed this word specifically so
that people of insight would realize He had foretold all subse-
quent events, for nothing is hidden from God. In the Qur’an
it states: “Then We gave the Book for an inheritance to such
of Our servants as We chose: but there are among them some
who wrong their own souls; some who follow a middle course;
and some who are, by God’s leave, foremost in good deeds.
That is the highest Grace.” And in the Tablet of the Temple
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at every moment they bring forth some pretext. Leave them
to their vain imaginings.
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AB12270

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Amin, servant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What you had written was
noted. In brief, the winds of tests and trials are blowing with
utmost intensity, yet the hearts of the spiritually-minded are
joyous and glad, for praise be to God, though these are bitter
times, they are sweeter than honey and sugar. As for what
you wrote regarding coming to these parts and engaging in
construction work to the fullest extent, such matters are now
absolutely impossible - indeed, they are unattainable and for-
bidden. And if Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Nasru’llah, upon him be
the glory of God, desires to render service, the constraints and
restrictions here are more severe, for due to the government’s
oppression and hostility, and our having to send some to other
regions, extraordinary expenses have been incurred, and other
urgent expenses have also become necessary. In any case, the
loved ones of God must not be troubled in any way nor flag in
their efforts. Rather, they must become more enkindled and
more attracted. They must not look to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, but turn
their attention to the Cause of God and think about preserv-
ing and protecting it. A hundred thousand ‘Abdu’l-Bahas may
be sacrificed for the loved ones of God! Would that I had a
hundred thousand lives to sacrifice at every moment for the
friends of God! At present the matter has been referred to
Istanbul, and the Ottoman and Iranian officials have departed
from here to see what will be decided there. For now, they
have confined everyone here in the fortress.

Convey the longing greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the divine
friends.
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AB12273

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

To be typed. AMIN.188-190
ABO03557

To: A person from India

This nation will not prosper in its latter days except through
that which made it prosper in its early days.

The Arabs were scattered in disposition, divided in assembly,
plunged in the depths of ignorance, wandering in the wilder-
ness of error, fallen into the abyss of ruin with no escape or
refuge from descent and fall into the lowest depths. Then they
were embraced by a glance from the All-Merciful One and were
singled out for a divine gift from among heavenly bestowals.
They were strengthened by a spiritual power, lights shone upon
them, mysteries were unveiled to them, and signs spread and
circulated among them.

They arose and were sent forth, they discovered and united
and joined together, they became radiant and illumined the
horizons with the light of dawning, advancing in a short time
to the highest levels of prosperity and success. They attained
the greatest degree of virtues, dispelling the darkness of vices,
becoming a center for divine inspirations and a mirror for heav-
enly outpourings. Their Guide was the Merciful Lord and their
Leader the Noble Prophet of great character - “We have not
sent thee save as a mercy to the worlds” - may God’s blessings
be upon Him and upon all the Prophets and Messengers.

There is no doubt that eternal happiness in both the first life
and the life to come depends upon this spiritual force that flows
and courses like the spirit in veins and arteries. It has effects
that break normal patterns - indeed miracles that confound
minds and understanding. Before it necks bow down, heads
submit, and voices are humbled. God guides whom He wishes
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AB03402

to the straight path and singles out for His mercy whom He
wishes.
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MMK6#321
AB03402
To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Ali Khan
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg b !

The faithful friend ‘Azizu’llah Khan came and went to the Holy
Shrine, becoming an intimate confidant of these longing ones,
and found spiritual delight in kissing the Sacred Threshold,
inhaling the fragrance of the All-Merciful from the right hand
of the Beloved. Now he returns to that region to engage in
service to the Lord and arise, according to his capacity, in
servitude at the threshold of the All-Glorious Lord.

Therefore, this servant has undertaken to write this letter so
that dear friend may find joy of soul and conscience, and know
that hearts are attracted to the remembrance of the friends
and breasts are gladdened by mention of the loved ones.

Through the grace and favor of the Incomparable Lord, it is
hoped that the lovers of the Beauty of the Beloved will day by
day find greater attraction and enkindlement, and take steps
forward, until they raise up a tent at the center of the world
under which different parties and opposing peoples may find
rest in perfect unity and oneness, and the world of creation
may be adorned by this greatest gift.

At present the friends in Iran must strive so that upheaval and
agitation may be transformed into rest and assurance. There-
fore your continued presence there is necessary. God willing,
permission for presence will be given at a suitable time.

i And upon thee be the most glorious Glory.
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AB03497

To: Aga Shahzadih

O thou firm handmaiden who art steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament of God! In this day when a leaf amongst the leaves
of the Blessed Tree groweth firm in the Covenant, she shall rise
above the highest offshoots of the Sacred Tree; and once she
ariseth to serve the Cause of God and exalt His Word through
the power born of righteousness and the light of Divine Guid-
ance, she shall, even as a shining star, radiate in the firmament
of the world. How great, how very great is the blessing of these
days; and the favors of the All-Bountiful Lord are indeed very
glorious. A single goodly deed and one endeavor for the sake
of God in this day, is regarded as myriads of charitable deeds
and as tens of thousands of seemly works. A sole breath in
this age is worth one hundred thousand years of worship. The
Abha Kingdom is the world-reflecting celestial mirror, it is that
which reflecteth all created heavenly things; in which the most
insignificant blade of grass is as a mighty mountain, be it of
virtues or vices; and a single drop is as an ocean, whether of
valiant acts or forbidden doings. As such, render thanks unto
the All-Glorious Lord, that thy services hath been inscribed
and engraved with open characters in the Heavenly Scrolls;
and the bounteous reward hath been ordained and destined
[for thee] in the Celestial Presence.

Thy consideration and loving-kindness towards the relatives of
the son of Ismu’llah-i-Asdaq is pleasing and remembered in the
sight of God. The Glory of God rest upon thee.

On the day of the Birth [of the Bab] a feast was held in the
name of that handmaiden, and the ladies all visited the Holy
Shrine on her behalf.
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AB03359

To: Ghulam-Husayn Shuja-Lashkar

O servant of God! Your noble name is evidence that through

God’s grace you will succeed in serving the Ancient Beauty.

Names descend from heaven, but this meaning pertains only
to those whose outer being mirrors their inner reality, whose
words match their meaning, whose form corresponds to their
essence, and whose temple is a mine of light and spirituality.

We beseech God that you may be like a lion of recognition,
roaring and charging in the field of the Covenant, becoming a
brave warrior in the army of the All-Merciful, and attacking the
weak and feeble ranks of the Covenant-breakers with such force
that with one roar you may utterly demolish the foundation of
violation and wavering. This is a heavenly confirmation and a
divine success.

3 I swear by the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones - if a hundred thousand Covenant-breakers
gather together, they amount to nothing more than a pack of
foxes and a band of jackals. Though they dip themselves in
dye vats and mingle with people wearing colored skins, they
will never become peacocks of the highest heaven. Eventually
the mange disease will overcome them, that jackal stench will
emerge, and they will pollute the land far and wide.

May God protect us and you from wavering in God’s Covenant
and from weakness in God’s Testament. And upon you be
Glory.
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AB03546

AB03453

To: Khanum Sultan et al.

O servants and handmaidens of the All-Mercifull When the
eternal bounty shed its radiant effulgence upon the horizons,
holy souls received their portion and share from the bounty
of the Covenant. And the covenant and testament that all
the Prophets and Messengers had established for the Promised
Day of the Blessed Beauty, and for faith and certitude in the
Greatest Name, and for attachment to the hem of the Ancient
Beauty, became the cause of joy and delight to pure souls. But
alas, some hearts became attached to the earthly world and
remained veiled and deprived of those favors and assistances.

2 You should open your tongues in thanksgiving to the one God
that you arose to keep the Covenant and held fast to the hem
of the Lord and became manifestations of endless favors. Know
the value of this gift and at every moment express a thousand
joys that you have attained to that which was the ultimate
hope of the Manifestations of Glory and Beauty.

The garden that the late Aqa Muhammad Bagqir and his wife,
the handmaiden of God, dedicated to the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
has been accepted at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03546

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib

My Lord, my Hope, the Ultimate Goal of my desire, my Aspi-
ration, my Refuge, my Shelter, my Escape, my Protector, my
Helper, my Supporter, and my Defender! I beseech Thee by
the cries of the hearts of Thy chosen ones, and by the flames
of fire blazing within the ribs and bowels of Thy loved ones,
and by the flowing tears from the eyes of those who long for
Thee, and by the burning embers in the hearts of those who
are in love with Thee, to raise up the roaring of the lions of
divine knowledge in the thickets of the seat of Thy manifesta-
tion, and cause the whales of certitude to swim in the pools
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AB03447

from which flowed the waters of Thy bounty on the day of Thy
dawning, and kindle the fires of Thy love in those regions, and
illuminate those precincts with lights that shine between earth
and heaven, and perfume those areas with the sweet fragrances
of Thy holiness, O Thou Who possessest the Most Beautiful
Names! And pour forth upon those deserts and hills and sanc-
tuaries, from Thy Primal Point, the clouds of Thy mighty gift
and the rain clouds of Thy supreme favors, and make them
among the gardens of Thy abounding mercy and the meadows
of Thy supreme compassion.

O my Lord! Make Thy loved ones therein the speaking signs
of Thy oneness and the manifest, brilliant and lofty banners of
Thy singleness, and the towering landmarks of Thy manifest
religion, and the evident and radiant emblems of Thy traces.
O my Lord! Strengthen their backs with Thy power that sub-
dues all things, and reinforce their spines with Thy might that
encompasses all who are in earth and heaven, and make them
brilliant lights in Thy most glorious horizon and radiant lamps
in the glass vessels of Thy sweetest remembrance. Verily Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB03447

To: Mirza Ali related to Mulla Ahmad Ali Muallim Nayrizi

O descendant of that blessed soul who believed in God!
Though your father has journeyed from this dusty world and
turned towards the Most Great Glorious Threshold, he has
established you in his place so that, like your father, you may
become gladdened day and night through the mention of the
Lord of humanity, acquire knowledge, and comprehend the
reality of explanation. Therefore, gather all different thoughts
together and unite diverse concerns into a single purpose and
aim, that you may fulfill the duties of servitude at the Sacred
Threshold. Although this servitude is the greatest burden
and the supreme trust that has broken backs and destroyed
mighty powers - among them the back of ‘Abdu’l-Baha which,
I swear by His Beauty, has been completely broken.
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2 O Lord! Forgive the one who has sought the vicinity of Your
vast mercy, and pardon Your servant who has turned toward
Your broad and distant threshold. Immerse him in the seas of
Your forgiveness and pardon, and grant him the cup of Your
grace and forgiveness. Verily You are the Pardoning, the For-
giving, the Merciful. And convey greetings and praise from me
to the assured leaf, the daughter of Muhammad-Kazim, who
has believed in God and His signs and who is related to one
who served his Lord throughout his life. And may the Glory
be upon you [and upon him and upon her| at all times.

Please convey the Most Wondrous Most Glorious greeting to
Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad-Ibrahim, and may the Glory be upon
all the people of Baha.
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AB03325

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib

O thou teacher in the divine school! Open thou thy wings
and spread wide thine arms. Turn all thy attention to God
and soaring upward, sing a thrilling a melody and bring forth
a call from the throat of the spirit. Chant thy melodies in
the accents of Hijaz and Iraq [Arabic and Persian|. Become
an eloquent nightingale in this rose garden and a melodious
lark in this flowering meadow. Become a luminous lamp in
the assemblage of existence, endowed with the essence of the
human spirit. Let thy face shine with radiance, thy robes grace
thee with chastity, and breathe fragrant-laden airs at every
step.

> Then thou shalt thou behold the Primal Reason revealing its
manifest light on every side. Then shalt thou throw aside the
veil of concealment and like unto the rose become endowed with
the all embracing essence of the human spirit, sought after in
every nook and cranny. And if thou seekest a covering, take
upon thyself the pure translucent glass that lets the light shine
through unclouded.

Become intoxicated and sacrifice thyself entirely; be totally
enthralled and let thy breast glow with the love of God. Be
a calamity to the cold-hearted, a resplendent star, be a heroic
knight jousting in the arena of service, a luminous light.
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ABO03315

May thy deeds be such that thy luminous brow and shining
face shall attain renown in the Abha Kingdom and across the
Supreme Horizon. May thy deeds grant thee the grace of holy
fragrances conducive to communions of the spirit. And when
thou turnest thy face towards the everlasting horizon from this
contingent and ephemeral world, may the hosts of victory sur-
rounded thee, may the trumpets and banners of glory proclaim
thee, and may thou attain the Kingdom of the All-Glorious.
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ABO03315

To: Muhammad Ali Afnan

My God, my God! This is a branch from the branches of
Thy divine Tree, and a twig from the gardens of Thy Word of
Oneness, and a lamp ignited and aflame with the fire burning
in the Tree of Thy Singleness.

O Lord! He has spent his days in devotion to Thee, and stayed
awake through the nights in supplication before Thee, and risen
at dawn in prayer to Thy Kingdom, placing his trust in Thee.
How often has he whispered to Thee in the darkness of night,
and how often has he called upon Thee in the solitude of days
and nights, hoping that Thou would protect him from the ar-
rows of doubts and make his feet firm upon Thy straight path
and Thy right way through clear signs and evident glad-tidings.

O Lord! He has taken refuge in the cave of Thy help and care,
and sought shelter in the protection of Thy preservation and
guardianship, and fled to the fortress of Thy safekeeping and
defense.

O Lord! Guard him with the hosts of Thy unseen realm and
Thy angels, and watch over him with the eye of Thy care and
protection, and quicken his heart with the sweet fragrances
of Thy holiness, and expand his breast with the breezes of
Thy companionship, and revive his inner being with the gentle
winds of Thy sanctity, and illumine his face with the lights
of Thy oneness, and gladden his eyes by witnessing the signs
of Thy confirmation, and bestow abundantly Thy favors upon
him, and encompass him with the glances of Thy care, and
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open unto him the doors of Thy blessings, and make him a
manifestation of the signs of Thy mercy among Thy creatures.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Exalted, the Mighty, the ﬁﬂl\ Sl Al el el S5
Generous. _ o

INBAST7:474, INBA52:494
AB03486

To: Muntasirud-Dawlih

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Praise be Lgfa...: A o B Oleis u.'\aw 6‘ 1
to God that thou art victorious and awaiting victory - Vi(?tf)l‘i- s Jla...,a, el W s ,,4 6;6-«» JL...,:
ous through the hosts of the Supreme Concourse and awaiting
the appearance of the signs of the greatest bounty. Victory is St ol ﬁ‘w’ 230 6"{ =t 6
of two kinds: one pertains to the physical world and the other SLU él*f 6;.3 3 3l Glewer el’v ujw
to the spiritual realm. Although both are desired and beloved, 332 3 s 5 Sl 538 Lo 2 Gloy,
and both are accepted and yearned for, yet physical victories | Qlwer oo 2 4y 0 0 5 Jpie
have no abundant results or praiseworthy effects - they are but ..\ 5 & ):,ai o) ji,’;,a Jlg—\ 5o Py ﬁL
a moment, expressed as a dewdrop. But spiritual, divine vic- ’

tory is a sun whose rays are eternal, whose heat is everlasting,

whose zenith is pre-existent and whose waves are immortal.
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In any case, it is hoped from the grace and favor of the Ancient ol ¢ dlar cule 5 b 5) el o)L 2
Beauty that thou mayest be victorious in both kinds, grateful
for both bounties, confirmed, successful and renowned - that =2 v )
through divine power, merciful resolve, eloquent speech, artic- 2 L)ﬂ‘”’ s Ero A ”g‘:“" oS
ulate expression, fragrant breaths, illumined traces, perfumed 2 &% dl}"” e G - ey s“f s 4l
breezes, a radiant countenance, a heart like a rose garden and 3y, 5 wwe £l );;» &, J.L.u Bloets
meadow, penetrating understanding, and a mighty arm, thou &bt § 1,3\ , O ,)\;K Osr (B 5 %)
mayest arise to serve the Cause of God. I swear by that il- jL ('L-‘; B ) s, ua{g. iy
lumined face and perfumed nature - if thou art confirmed in
these gifts, thy countenance will shine like the sun in the high-
est realm and the lights of the Covenant will become manifest Y e\c 3 ol o oy 5:f !y
upon thy radiant brow. And upon thee be Glory.
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AB03552

To: Natiq, Aga Mirza Muhammad et al.

There is no time. Retribution is of two kinds. One is individual:
it is the recompense for individual deeds, such as oppression
and rebellion. “No soul shall avail another aught”; “no bearer
of burdens shall bear the burden of another.” The other is
general and all-embracing: it is like unto a man who afflicteth
himself with a contagious disease.

Meats that are desirable and wholesome may be eaten, while
abhorrent meats are forbidden. The House of Justice must
determine this according to wisdom. And if one were to be
satisfied with vegetarian food, that would certainly be closer
to mercy and compassion.

O my God, my God! This is Your servant whom You have
crowned with the crown of faithfulness, and who hastened to
the field of martyrdom with such longing that the Concourse
on High were moved to joy. O Lord! Reward him in Your
Most Glorious Kingdom and give him to drink from the cup of
reunion, and immerse him in the lights of divine manifestation
in the gathering place of witnessing and immortality.

O Sulayman! This is the time for the wisdom of Solomon and
the melody of David; for divine passion and ecstasy, for longing
and joy.

My Lord and my Hope! Aid Your servant, the teacher, with
the glad tidings of forgiveness and cause him to enter the midst
of Paradise. Verily You are the Generous, the Merciful.

O Lord! Be a guide to this wanderer on Your path and make
him mighty in Your glorious Kingdom.

The ode was the height of eloquence and excellence, but it
should have been in praise of the Blessed Beauty (may my
soul be a sacrifice for His poets). As the common people say,
then the reward would have been rich and sweet.
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AB03306

To: Thamari, Zibandih and her spouse

Praise be to God Who has perfected the creation of all things,
and ordained in His dominion that which causes the realities of
things to combine, through which diverse genera and species
grow and creation increases in the world of existence. Glo-
rified be He Who has made attraction and affinity to exist
throughout all created things, and made union and harmony
characteristics of contingent beings. There is nothing in the
plant kingdom except it has its splendid mate, nor among
sensing creatures except it has its noble pair. He has made
marriage in the human world blessed and auspicious, through
which hearts are united and breasts are gladdened. He has
ordained that marriage should shine and gleam like a lamp, so
that the light of love may shine in hearts more delicate than
glass, and souls walking the path may multiply. I praise Him
for having joined the handmaiden of the All-Merciful, Zeeban-
deh, with one whom He has made enkindled with the fire of
attraction on this joyous day.

My God, my God! I beseech Thee to make this marriage
encompassed by grace and bounty, and a cause of enduring
harmony continuing unto the end of eternity. Lord! Create
harmony between them, unite their hearts, and make this har-
mony an unbreakable bond unto the end of time. Bless them
both and send down mercy upon the hearts of the people of
mystery. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Exalted, and ver-
ily Thou art the Merciful, the Great, the Glorious. There is
no God but Thee, Who hast dawned from the Dayspring of
Beauty.
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AB03532

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan

O verdant, fresh and lofty Branch of the Blessed Tree! What
was written became known and what was inscribed became
manifest. Spirits were gladdened by its subtle meanings and
hearts were delighted by its wondrous expressions.

Every word that issues from the fountain of sincerity in the
Cause of God is like pure water that descends from spring
clouds, bestowing freshness upon the heart, delicacy upon the
spirit, and glad-tidings upon souls. In truth, for these wan-
derers in the wilderness of the love of God, there is no solace
except the sweet fragrances from the hearts of the loved ones of
God, and no respite except beholding the signs of steadfastness
and firmness in the Cause of God.

For this firm foundation is the pillar of the Cause and the
source of the effects of destiny. Through this power, the lights
of certitude encompass the horizons of existence, and through
these signs the mysteries of the Beloved of the Worlds illumine
the kingdom of being.

Therefore, O blessed branch of the luminous Divine Tree, direct
all eyes toward this most great and perfect Cause so that the
loved ones of the All-Merciful may remain firm and steadfast.

5 Regarding the matter of his honor the elevated one, we have

implemented exactly as you deemed advisable. We wrote that
no one should say a word - whatever Aqa Qasim himself imple-
ments is best.

And upon you be glory.
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To: Fatimih Sultan, wife of Muhammad Ali Kashani

O leaf of the Divine Tree! One of the manifest signs of the Day
of God is that some women are raised from the slumber of self
and heedlessness and gathered under the shadow of the banner
of the all-embracing Word, who have become the glory of men
and the light of the world. They have engaged the tongue
in remembering the All-Merciful, and have refreshed the soul
and existence with the fragrances of the Beloved. They have
been steadfast as the immovable mountain in the Cause of God,
and have scattered, as the surging sea, the pearls of meaning of
divine knowledge. Therefore ask of God that you may become
one of these steadfast and eloquent leaves.

Do not be sorrowful or grieved at the passing of the child. He
has hastened from this earthly dustheap to the soul-refreshing
divine expanse, and from the physical confinement has taken
flight to the vast spiritual realm, ascending from this perishable
abode to the holy divine dwelling place. How blessed is he,
how blessed is he! Do not wail, do not lament - make patience
and composure your characteristic, and make forbearance and
endurance your garment. If you knew in what truthful seat he
dwells and in what exalted company he is present, you would
surely give thanks and praise. And the Glory be upon you
and upon all who are firm in God’s Covenant and Testament,

which He has taken from the peoples of the heavens and earth.
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AB03474

O thou who art enkindled with the fire lit in the Tree of the
Covenant! Arise, and like unto a blazing fire in the center of all
horizons, burst into flame and make for every region. Dive into
every sea and river, drink from every pure and delicate spring,
take the cup of the Covenant in hand and defeat the market
of the wavering ones. In every gathering, open thy tongue and
tell of the trials of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Be a herald of the Covenant
and become a king of awakening. Raise the cry: “O people!

This is the time of awareness and the moment of awakening.
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Arise from sleep and witness the brilliant rays of the Sun of the
Covenant, and inhale the fragrances of the Kingdom of Abha
from the gardens of steadfastness and firmness.” I swear by
the Ancient Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved
ones, that today in the shelter of the Covenant a gnat becomes
the greatest eagle of the horizons and a soaring vulture in the
heaven of radiance. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O Lord! Assist this servant of Thine to spread the fragrances
of Thy Covenant and Testament, aid him in Thy remembrance,
illumine his face with the light of the star of Thy confirmation,
strengthen his back in Thy service, be his companion in his
journeys and travels, be his support in all affairs, protect him
from the whispers of Satan, open before him the doors of suc-
cess, overshadow him with clouds of prosperity, make him a
source of comfort to souls and a spirit to those hearts which
have been revived by the joyous breezes in the world of forms.
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To: H. Yakar[?], teacher, in Stuttgart
O seeker of truth, your letter was received. It had pleasing (e dow) W& *al Cai> fodlin, &l

meanings. Praise be to God, since you turned toward the
Kingdom, many difficult questions were solved. And since you
reached the station of disciple - and I hope you will reach it -
all questions will be solved.

> When Saint Paul was asked about certain philosophical ques-
tions, he answered that before he had news of Christ, he knew
everything, but when he received news of Christ, he became
unaware of everything. For Christ so infused him that no room
remained for anything else. This heart became empty and filled
with Christ, meaning divine outpourings and heavenly inspira-
tions. Now I also hope that you will become like this.

The people of metaphor have imagined and described the Di-
vine Reality in such a way that it must be completely forgot-
ten. Their conception is pure imagination. But the holy souls
have thoughts about the Divine Reality that are entirely in
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accordance with reason. It is a hidden secret and a guarded
mystery.

And likewise other questions - put aside what you have heard
and strive until the truth springs forth from your heart. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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O thou whose breast is dilated with the Remembrance of God!
This contingent world is the dark abode of material sorrows
and spiritual afflictions; it is the narrow prison of tests and

difficulties which impinge on one’s physical and psychic entity.

Its most spacious plains of liberty are no more than a prison

pit and its pleasure gardens lure the soul into the lowest abyss.

Its sweetest drink is bitter hemlock and the panaceas it offers
the most virulent poison. Its delights are the very plague and

its show of beauty nothing better than the most vile distortion.

Its uncertain honours lead to lasting humiliation and its infinite
wealth transforms to countless kinds of destitution and abject
poverty.

But a most glorious Luminary has dawned from the horizons
of this evanescent world! A radiant Light has appeared from
the dayspring of the world, which is capable of transmuting
its darkness to gleaming hope, its storms and vicissitudes to
unexampled tranquillity. This shining Light has the potency
to transform its most virulent poison to the sweetest syrup and
its deadly toxins to the fruit of the mighty palm. Furthermore
it can change grievous afflictions into comforts of the soul and
pains to the bounties of the spirit.

This most effulgent Luminary is naught but the Sun of the

Love of God and the DayStar of detachment from all save God.

It hath arisen that the Word of God might be raised and the
divine fragrances may be spread abroad and the lights of divine
guidance may be kindled on all sides. Let us strive, therefore
to attain this high station so that we may imbibe from this
honeyed chalice.

And upon thee and upon the people of Baha be the Glory.
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O ye who ponder! When the realities of created things are
unveiled, all entities are observed to be in a state of utter need.
The diverse elementsd€”acting and reacting, combining and
separatingd€”are witnessed, in the utmost order, to be gov-
erned by a true and perfect system. Composition and analysis,
union and separation, mingling and commixture are, to the
eye of truth, manifest in the highest degree of soundness and
arrangement, wholly removed from chance; and the beauty of
reality revealeth its countenance, while to the pure sense its
sweet fragrance is inhaled.

When the ethereal force undulates, light appears in the world.
Though its essence remains veiled, yet its waves are known. [In
like manner| burning, sighing, and lamentation are plain and
manifest, but the reality of love is concealed. Doth concealment
become the cause of nonexistence? Doth veiling behind the
curtain prove the absence of the heart-entrancing Beloved?

All entities of the outer world are as dead; the true human is
alive. The visible world is as a lifeless body, and the human is
its soul — the truth and the Beloved. When this spirit is without
triumph, thou beholdest it as one dead a hundred years; and
when this soul is bereft of the Beloved, thou dost witness it as
dust, withered and cold.

The animals are keen in sensation, but man is endowed with
piercing vision. Every moving creature apprehendeth sensible
realities, but intelligible realities are disclosed and perceived
by the seeing knower. Thus, among the inherent attributes
of man and the infinite virtues of this noble species is the ap-
prehension of intelligible, not sensible, realities; the discovery
of unknown mysteries, not occupation with matters already
known and seen. And glory be upon the people of insight.
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O thou who speakest forth the praise of the Ancient Beauty in
the assemblage of the world!

The divine worlds, even as the invisible and unknowable
Essence, are hidden and concealed from physical eyes and
earthly vision, and their number is beyond the power of
mortal minds to reckon. When the veil is withdrawn, however,
and the eyes of insight become open, and the nostrils are
relieved of their congestion, those limitless worlds will reveal
themselves and their holy fragrances will be perceived.

Consider this, that a single world amongst those worlds is the
spiritual world of man. Although it is hidden and concealed
from the outward eye, yet to those possessed of inner vision,
its presence and existence, its signs and traces, its effects and
attributes, its power and influence, are as manifest, clear, and
real as the sun.

It cannot be said that the subtle spirit hath entered into and
penetrated the body, for the former is immaterial while the
latter is bound by the constraints of time and space. Egress
and regress, ascent and descent, setting and rising, dissolution
and composition are properties of the body, not the spirit.

Despite its visible traces, evident signs, manifest attributes,
and clear effects, the spirit as it is in itself remaineth invisible
and concealed. Its center is hidden and its origin is beyond
any indication. Nevertheless, its connection to the body is

apparent, and resembleth the connection of the sun to a mirror.

Should the bond of association become severed, the body will
become deprived and the mirror obscured.
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AB03521
O loving friends! Ob e OLL (!

On this most felicitous morn, rising from the horizon of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s soul, in utmost joy and supplication at the threshold of
the kind Lord, he begs for help, protection and favors for those
who long for Him. I swear by the manifest morn that not for
a moment am I free from thoughts and remembrance of those
longtime friends of that Beloved One who captures hearts.

With utmost humility I turn to the Court of Oneness: O Thou
Beloved of these enraptured ones and Goal of these impas-
sioned ones! We are scattered - grant us composure of heart.
We are poor - make us wealthy. We are afflicted - bestow upon
us healing. We are wounded and in pain - grant us a balm. We
are lost - guide us. We are thirsty - give us to drink. We are
agitated - grant us rest and tranquility. We are abased - shed
upon us the light of glory. We are fallen - be our helper. We
are grieved - make us joyful. We are cold - bestow warmth and
enthusiasm. Enable us to serve Thy friends and strengthen us
to be servants to Thy loved ones.

This is the ultimate desire of my heart and soul, this is the
ultimate hope of my conscience and consciousness. God willing,
we shall be assisted and confirmed. What sovereignty is greater
than this, what crown and diadem is more noble than this!
Consider how through this precious crown the head of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha has risen above the Pleiades, and through this glorious
light the brow of this lowly one has illumined the horizons.
All shall soon know the glory of servitude at the Threshold of
Baha.

5 And upon you be praise.
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O thou who art bewildered in the wilderness of the love of God!
Blessed art thou, for thy horizon hath been illumined with the
brilliant dawn, and thy morn hath breathed forth with radiant
light, and thy spark hath been ignited with the gleaming flame,
and thy heart hath quivered from a breeze wafting from the
direction of providence, and thy heart hath been filled with joy
by a holy fragrance that passed over thee from the gardens of
divine guidance. Thus arose in thy heart impulses that drew
thee to the manifest horizon and guided thee along the noble
path and the straight, righteous way.

Therefore thank God for this gift which shineth and illumineth
the pole of contingent being, by which thy face shall be illu-
mined in the Garden of Good-Pleasure, and through which the
hosts of the Most Glorious Kingdom in the Supreme Concourse
shall assist thee. Therefore loose thy tongue in teaching the
Cause of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and speak with most won-
derful utterance and truths of exposition in every gathering of
those possessed of understanding. And the glory be upon thee
and upon every one assured of God.

O my God! O my God! This is a servant who hath been at-
tracted by the fragrances of Thy holiness, and enkindled with
the fire of Thy love, and hath spoken in Thy praise, and wit-
nessed Thy signs, and searched through Thy words, and pon-
dered Thy evidences, and been gladdened by Thy glad-tidings.
O Lord! Make him a fragrance from the gardens of Thy one-
ness, and a breeze from the direction of Thy grace, and a tree
from the groves of Thy bounty, and a bird from the gardens of
Thy mercy, and a flower from the bower of Thy loving-kindness.
O Lord! Strengthen him to serve Thee and spread Thy traces
and exalt Thy Cause. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Power-
ful, the All-Bestowing.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

2V sk e s G pled)
25 Some it Ll ol S|
Fal 5 AL S5 @) 5 pel
ol 5 Bl Cp o ol eSS
o S o u"v\sz"b&%ljﬁ@
sl SH1 G Saib AV oL
a6 S S ol BV ) S

e r;muﬂj\mp\

G s b @l ods Lo B S5
B 3 S b oo 5 OV (s
e S e S e s Oy )
S ) i L BB 131 NI S e
G okl Fas 4 ol gl gl o))
So T 5 06 Lyl oo 6005 Ji K

prdl s K s

S Slmiy ) de s A B
asls y S gy So2 sl Jed)
Sy G o SUE G a5 S
02l Ak Al O ) Lty
i Sele ety Sl
5 oy J‘-*’ o b s Saase 2L
L ool 0 ) K K e 2
Saall ol KV Sl Skl ST i,

Slagl Al

TSS.209

35


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/tss.pdf#page=212

V]

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB03569

AB03569

O thou who hast clung to the hem of bounty! In this world of
tribulation what hopes can be fulfilled and what ease can be
attained? For it is but a heap of dust, a prison house, unsound
in foundation, an abode of darkness. Despite this, how can its
poison become pure nectar, and its cup of afflictions become a
chalice tempered with camphor? How can its hardship become
facility, and its sorrow become joy? Therefore, one must ob-
serve what constitutes its brilliant light and its manifest dawn.
Where are its spreading rays and where is its shining lamp?
What is its sweet cup and what its honey and nectar?

It is evident that the human soul is the breaths of the All-
Merciful, and the spirit of life is the divine inspirations of
the All-Loving God. The illumination of hearts is the ra-
diance of the Day-Star of the horizons, and that which be-
stoweth life upon souls is the effulgence of the Day-Star of
the Covenant. Were it not for these vernal breezes and these
dawn-time zephyrs, the world would be embodied death and
creation manifest darkness. The world of existence would have
no grace, and the reality of being no attribute. The tree of cre-
ation would yield no fruit, and the essence of survival leave no
trace. Rather, existence would be futile and motion suspended.

But praise be to God that the gates of triumph are open and
the cup of Truth is brimming with the wine of dawn. The lights
of bounty are shining and the world of creation is illumined by
the radiant sun.

Convey with utmost longing my greetings and praise to the di-
vine friends and spiritual companions. At the Sacred Thresh-
old of the Abha Beauty, with my face laid upon the dust, I
seek confirmation for those sanctified souls. This indeed is
glad tidings that shall rejoice the hearts of the righteous.
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O ye real friends!

This is the period of attraction and acclamation; the period of
rejoicing and merry-making. This is the morn of glad-tidings.
Is it not suffused with lights? The Candle of the world is
bestowing Light upon all Assemblages. Is it not luminous? The
True Orb is slowly rising from the Dawning-place of the Most
High. Is it not glorious? The Blessed Perfection and the Most
Great Name (May my life be a sacrifice to His followers!) arose
in the City of Self-Sacrifice like unto the banner of guidance.
While He was under the chain, He was a help to every oppressed
one. From the Manifest Horizon, He shone forth with the rays
of trial. In the midst of the world He withstood the attacks of
infinite persecutions, so that these withered ones might become
enkindled and these extinguished ones might be set aglow with
the Fire of the Love of God.

May we close our eyes to both worlds and be ignited and burn
with the Fire of the Love of God.

Is it just that we should sit silent and sorrowful and become
speechless? No, by God! This is not the attitude of gratitude,
but the essence of unfairness and negligence!

BSTW#137x

AB03586

O thou who art attracted with the reality! Thy letter was re-
ceived. Thy hope is the highest desire of the people of Truth.
In the world of existence the spirit of life is Love, the elective
affinity between the component parts of organisms is an efful-
gence of the Sun of Love, the motion of phenomena is by the
gravitating power of Love, and the illumination of the world of
humanity is through the electric energy of Love.

Although in past dispensations and Cycles the power of Love
had a penetration and the light of Love an appearance yet in
this blessed Century the Sun of Reality has bestowed such an
outpouring of Love that the human world has received another
impetus and movement. The Fire of the Love of God was set
aglow, the sea of the Love of God began to move and its waves
arose heavenward, the Cloud of the Love of God poured down,
the breeze of the Love of God wafted and the rosegardens of the
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hearts of men were adorned with the flowers and hyacinths of
the Love of God. I hope that thou mayst gain a great portion
and an inexhaustible share from this Divine Grace. Upon thee
be Baha.

DAS.1915-02-25

ABU1540

The Blessed Beauty sent Haji Mirza Haydar-*Ali from Istanbul
to Egypt and commanded him to use wisdom. In Egypt, Haji
found freedom and taught everywhere. Enemies wrote from
Istanbul to the Egyptians that the prophet of the Baha’is had
come to them. Haji met with the Iranian consul who invited
him to his home.

During this time a Tablet arrived for him commanding that
during times of tribulation one must be as firm as a mountain
in the Cause, for the righteous are tested through trials. Af-
ter reading the Tablet, Haji told his companions that clearly
tribulations would arise. His companions told him not to go
to the consul’s house as he might intend harm, and since Haji
would be under his authority the Egyptian government would
be unable to intervene. But Haji did not heed their advice and
went to the consul’s house.

3 This was during Ramadan and he stayed until dawn but the
consul did not appear. When he tried to leave they arrested
and detained him along with his seven companions, among
whom was Ali Effendi the translator who was not a Baha'i.
They chained Haji’s hand to one companion and his foot to
another with a chain, and did the same to the others, then
exiled and imprisoned them in Khartoum.
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To: Avarzamani, Ustad Aqa Kuchak et al.

O divine friends! At this moment when the physical sun is
setting in the west, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is engaged in remembrance
and mention of you, and is supplicating and imploring at the
Threshold of Oneness with utmost humility and need, that the
kind Lord may bestow greatness upon His friends and grant
them success - that is, may He give them sovereignty in the
world of the spirit and bestow joy in the realm of the Kingdom.

This station is conditional and dependent upon a matter, and
that is self-sacrifice and offering and divine attributes - mean-
ing that self-worship must be completely forgotten and the
melody of the angel of the Abha Kingdom must reach the ear
of awareness.

From that life-giving tune and nightingale song of faithfulness,
hearts and souls will be stirred to excitement, they will arrange
a spiritual feast of delight, pass around the wine of divine love,
and with the most wondrous melodies and types of songs they
will sing upon the branches of truth and create such a vibra-
tion in the world of possibility that the waves of that spiritual
vibration will reach the Supreme Concourse.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

DAS.1913-10-12

AB10956

To: Mirza Muhammad Tabrizi, in Hamadan

...0 my God, my God! Aid the kings of the earth to walk in the
path of guidance, then of justice and fairness, and keep them
from oppression. Support them with Thy favors and enable
them to achieve their hopes. Grant them victory over the
people of error and strengthen their loins through a power from
Thee, O Mighty, O Exalted One. Open before their faces the
doors of conquest and expansion from the realm of spirits, and
ordain for them success and prosperity. O Lord, O Lord! Grant
relief to Thy servants through them throughout all regions, and
make Thy subjects well-pleased under their protection. Make
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them signs of justice and standards of bounty, protected in
Thy shelter, preserved by Thy care, successful through Thy
aid, confirmed by Thy mercy. Verily, Thou art the Generous,
the Merciful, the Bestower, the Mighty, the Exalted....

Ordinances which are obligatory and decrees that are binding
are those that have issued forth from the Supreme Pen or are
issued by a decision of the Universal House of Justice. For we
are the commanded, not the commander. We are the ones upon
whom duties are imposed, not the ones who impose duties.
This is the reality of the law of God and the foundation of the
religion of God.

As for devotions and invocations, whoever wisheth may, af-
ter the Obligatory Prayers, recite other supplications of the
Blessed Perfection.

And regarding the House of Justice, whether universal or oth-
erwise, the removal of some of its members shall be by decision
of the House of Justice itself, not at the request of individuals
from among the people, except upon proof of transgression, op-
pression, and sin. Moreover, in all Houses of Justice, a majority
of votes is acceptable while a minority of votes is unacceptable
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Baghdad

O branch progressing in exalting the Word of God!

According to what was heard, you journeyed from Baghdad
to the regions of Surra-man-ra’a, with the purpose of having
discussions with the known person with the utmost wisdom.
Although that person is in a state of complete physical decline
and inevitably has little enthusiasm and capacity for dialogue
and conversation, yet the divine breath has another power and
the merciful attraction another influence. It can make barren
land into a flourishing garden and a dead, dry region into an
adorned paradise. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit of Christ
can make decayed bones living and strong, and the spring rain
nurtures unique pearls and arranged gems in the depths of the
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seas. “And thou seest the earth barren and lifeless, but when
We send down the rain upon it, it stirreth and swelleth and
putteth forth every kind of beauteous growth.”

In any case, we hope that your honor will cast a word of truth
in that vicinity and spread such a fragrance in that region that
its sweet-scenting perfume may make fragrant the nostrils of
many and bestow life upon dead bodies. And glory be upon
you and upon all who are firm in the Covenant and Testament.
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INBAST:310, INBA52:315, KHAF.016,
MATA.012-013
To: Mashhadi Abutalib et al., in Baku

O you who gaze upon the Most Glorious Kingdom! His honor
Mirza Varga, upon him be the Glory of God the Most Glo-
rious, has for some time been blessed with pilgrimage to the
Holy Shrine and has been intimate with the holy fragrances.
Now, with pure intention for God and to spread the signs of
God’s mercy and to exalt the verses of God’s guidance and to
teach the Cause of God, he will pass through the lands of God.
Therefore he requested that the pen move in your remembrance
and gallop in this field.

This servant too has taken up the pen and written this letter,
that O faithful servants of the Blessed Beauty, give thanks to
the Lord that in this Most Great Revelation you have become
the manifestation of the favors of the Blessed Countenance and
have been confirmed in the greatest guidance. And the hope
from God’s universal favor is that as long as there is life in
the body and the signs of life are visible and evident, you will
remain so firm, steadfast and unwavering that all who are on
earth will become firm through your firmness.

In any case, at the Holy Threshold we are constantly engaged
and intimate with your remembrance and that of the friends,
and we hope for confirmations from the Most Glorious King-
dom that you will remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant
as you should and must.
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To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! News of your arrival at
your familiar place has been received. May you be preserved
and protected under the shadow of the Compassionate Lord.
You became the bearer of numerous papers which, if published,
would spread throughout the horizons. Despite this, your ap-
petite was not satisfied.

Whatever you have in the wine-house will not satisfy the ap-
petite of love

O cupbearer, bring forth an ocean of that spiritual wine

O friend, be fair! You saw with your own eyes how the writing
was like an endless ocean, yet all those papers did not suffice,
and still you count yourself among the content! Henceforth
practice sufficiency and contentment so that you may be con-
sidered truly content in the Kingdom. Regarding the house,
the choice lies with Jinab-i-Mir Ghulam. Let him proceed how-
ever he wishes. No one should impose anything. Convey the
Most Great, Most Glorious greetings.

Regarding Fa’izih, you should maintain complete silence, for at
present wisdom requires this. If you observe anyone speaking
about it, say: “That woman, if she has done wrong it is upon
herself, and if she is certain of her Lord, it is not for us to
interfere with her.” This is the most prudent course. Convey
the Most Great, Most Glorious greetings to all the friends of
God. And glory be upon you.
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AB03772

To: Ghulam-Ali, in Bandar Abbas

O tested believer! Your name was Ghulam-‘Ali, but when you
were tested and, like pure gold in the crucible of trials, your face
blossomed, you became the servant of God and the bondsman
of the All-Merciful. What a bounty this is, that in the path of
the All-Merciful, unbearable abasement becomes eternal glory
in the world of splendor, and the horizons become bright and
illumined from this eternal light. Wounds are balm, and taunts
are morning prayers. Curses are praise, and the arrows of the
accusers are the cause of comfort.

Days in any case come to an end, but there is a great differ-
ence between them. One person’s life passes in the defilement
of lusts, while another’s time passes in hardship and difficulty
in the path of the Lord of Signs. How great is the difference be-
tween them! This one becomes the eternal culture and melody
of the everlasting world, while that one’s end is regret in this
world without name or fame. That one is eternal light, and
this one everlasting remorse. Take heed, O people of insight!

Consider how the abasement of His Holiness the unique martyr,
Ali ibn al-Husayn (peace be upon him) was what eternal glory,
while the glory of the wicked Yazid and the rebellious Walid
became what abasement and degradation in the eternal world
- even in this mortal world. See the difference in the path from
where to where!

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO0O3777

To: Muhammad Taqi son of Ali Akbar (Khurasan), in Bandar Jaz

O Nazim, thou who stringest the pearls of meanings! Praise
be to God that the messenger of divine confirmation arrived
repeatedly and thou didst travel to other parts of Mazandaran.
Especially the meeting with the handmaiden of Baha was very
appropriate and timely, for that honored lady has been and is
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very eager to hear news from these parts. When she hears news
from the Holy Land or receives word of events in America, she
becomes extremely joyful.

In any case, this service of yours will certainly be highly accept-
able at the threshold of the Divine Unity, for it is the diffusion
of divine fragrances, the chanting of evident verses, the spread-
ing of glad tidings. Convey to all the friends of God in those
regions the utmost love and longing of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

If continuous occupations day and night did not exist, I would
certainly write a detailed letter from my heart and soul to
each of the friends. But what can be done, for they give no
opportunity. Day and night I am occupied with answering
questions, delivering addresses, and describing the conditions
of the people of Baha and the glorious attributes of the servants
of the mighty Lord.

But with heart and soul I constantly seek confirmation for
those pure souls in Iran, and it is certain that the manifest
light shines upon those souls and endless favors encompass
them.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05940

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani

The letter you had written was received. Though extremely
brief, it contained extensive meanings, and despite its concise-
ness, it was miraculous in expression. For it indicated stead-
fastness in the Cause of God, servitude at the Threshold of
Baha, firmness in the Covenant, and the fervor in the hearts of
the people of unity. Can any meaning more perfect than this
be imagined? No, by God!

Give glad tidings of the supreme gift to the friends of Faran,
for the glance of favor from that shining Sun from the hidden
Kingdom encompasses all the friends. Its celestial melody has
caused earthquakes in all regions, and the power of its hosts has
raised the standard of the Covenant at the pole of contingent
existence. The dawn of its glad tidings has illumined East
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and West, and the outpourings of its clouds of bounty have
transformed the surface of the earth into a rose garden.

The anthem of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” is raised from all horizons,
and the melody of “O my Lord Most High” ascends continu-
ously to the Abha Kingdom. The power of its light has rent
asunder the veils of darkness, and before the sovereignty of the
King of Kings, the stature of the world’s rulers has been bent
low. The glad tidings of its divine manifestation have reached
all ears, and the light of the dawn of its All-Merciful nature
has shone forth from the dayspring of guidance.

Glory be unto God and unto His loved ones and handmaidens
throughout endless ages, the passage of centuries and epochs.
And upon you and upon them, men and women, be glory,
praise, greetings and peace.
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AB03716

To: Unknown, in Faran

O thou who art the chief of the lovers! For the sake of wisdom,
no name or title was recorded. The purpose is that thou mayest
know how this heart and soul is attached to those blessed souls,
that not for a moment is there rest. The remembrance of the
friends brings spirit and fragrance, and the mention of the loved
ones makes the soul and consciousness joyous.

At every moment I commune in prayer and supplication at the
Threshold of the Ancient Beauty, so that moment by moment
from the cloud of providence dewdrops may fall upon the gar-
dens of hearts, making them verdant and adorned with flowers
and sweet herbs.

Praise be to God that Faran is in effusion and the lights of the
love of God are brilliant and radiant. Though the people of
hatred lie in ambush, yet the friends are in perfect peace and
composure. Though they shoot the arrow of tyranny, praise
be to God the faithful friends stand firm and offer the cup
of bounty. They overlook shortcoming and error, and drink
deadly poison as though it were honey and sugar.
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Be not grieved, be joyous, for if there were no storm and
wind the trees of being would not be stirred into motion, fruit-
bearing trees would not yield, gardens would not become ver-
dant, and trees would not don robes of silk. Though tribulation
is terrifying, it makes pure souls radiant.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB03812

To: Baha’is of Fathabad

O spiritual friends! Though it is nighttime, yet the divine
bounties of the dawning morn and the light of the Most Great
Guidance are spreading from the invisible realm of the highest
horizon upon all regions, and the spiritual call of the Abha
Beauty is continuously reaching the ears of the faithful from
the most hidden Kingdom. A mighty melody is raised that
gives life to the wise friends. But alas, before the unfaithful,
the playing of the lute is like performing for the deaf, and
holding up a mirror is like showing it to the blind. Therefore
you who are the faithful servants of that Kind Friend must
each, like white falcons, hunt the birds of unity and raise such
a cry against the sullied ravens that each may take refuge and
perish in some pit of loss.

O divine friends! The infinite bounty encompasses all and the
divine bestowal includes both near and far. The ocean of the
Most Great Mercy is surging and the hosts of the Concourse on
High are advancing wave upon wave. This is the time to diffuse
the divine fragrances and the moment to recite the clear verses.
Pass beyond self and desire, close your eyes to ephemeral de-
lights, traverse the desert of separation until you drink the cup
of the Covenant. Let each become a pure spirit and embodied
love. Become loving friends to all humanity and a joy to the
hearts and souls of all the world.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO03778

To: Muhammad Ali (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O respected son of that honored being, do not imagine for a
moment that I have ceased to remember you or that I am not
affected by separation from you. My constant hope from the
kind God is that He will ordain and make possible whatever
leads to the eternal glory and everlasting gift of that family.

When the blessed leaf, the handmaiden of Baha, Fatimeh Be-
gum, ascended, it was considered that if the handmaiden of
God, the physically frail lady Diya Khanum were to learn of it,
she would become completely ill and weak, and her life might
fall into great danger, for when she heard the news of the
death of him who ascended to God, Mirza Ahmad, she wept
and lamented continuously at night for a full year. Therefore
mention of the handmaiden of Baha was delayed.

Now that the marriage of the handmaiden of God, Diya
Khanum has taken place in this storm, and apparently she
has also learned of the ascension of the handmaiden of Baha,
there is no further benefit in concealment. Therefore, I too
have engaged in mentioning that blessed leaf and have offered
prayers at the Divine Threshold, and have also sought aid and
bounty for that trusted, established and zealous one in service
to the Forgiving Lord.

Place your trust in God and be confident in ‘Abdu’l-Baha. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11873

To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O longtime friend and beloved of sincere hearts! Although the
sweet spiritual breeze is wafting from the gardens of hearts,
outwardly too the heart is inclined to pen this scroll-like page,
so that you may know that you are mentioned in this divine
gathering and we have always remembered you and continue
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to do so - not for a moment has your remembrance ceased nor
will it cease.

In any case, dear Ustad, if you could arrange for that great plot
of land to have all its transactions completely finalized in the
government registry - meaning all eight plots would be regis-
tered in the name of the Temple, or if eight plots is not possible,
then the four middle plots would have their transactions final-
ized in the government registry in the name of the Temple and
we would proceed with constructing the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar -
that would be most fitting and would infinitely cause the exal-
tation of the Cause and the joy of the loved ones of God.

Consult with the Assembly about this matter - perhaps
through your efforts this matter will be accomplished, God
willing. Due to the delay in the matter of building the
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in that land, much sorrow has resulted for
the true friends, for all the peoples in those regions observe
that for several years that land has been known as the Temple
site yet still nothing has been built.
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AB03724

To: Nasrullah Yazdi, in Istanbul

O seeker of God’s good-pleasure! The gaze of God’s favor has
ever been and will continue to be directed toward you. I hope
that through the glorious favors of the Lord, the Great, and the
Generous God, you will be assisted by the aid and protection
of the transcendent Lord in all matters and conditions. At all
times we are occupied at the Most Luminous Threshold with
spiritual prayers on your behalf, and we remember the familiar
friends in that city where you now reside. Due to hidden wis-
doms, they have explicitly forbidden teaching the Cause at this
time, and if any action contrary to this explicit prohibition oc-
curs, it will surely result in general harm. Therefore, if anyone
there, even among non-Persians, should pursue the matter or
themselves express desire and searching and plead, you must
not speak a word to them about this matter. Rather, remain
occupied with your trade and work until we send you to Iran
on the appointed day. God willing, there you will strive with
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all your powers to exalt the remembrance of God. For now, in
that land, make silence and quietude your course of action and
occupy yourself with the cultivation of virtuous character and
the improvement of conditions. And upon you be the Glory.
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AB03706

To: Ustad Rida (Kakin) et al., in Kakan

O friends of this Prisoner! Two loving friends, his honor Taraz
and his honor Ali-Akbar, have perfumed the nostrils of the
yearning ones with the sweet fragrance of praise for the friends.
That sweet scent imparted the joy of heavenly wine, and that
pure fragrance brought news from the rose garden of faithful-
ness. Give thanks that those two tongues and pens engaged
in your praise. This praise and commendation was accepted
in the Supreme Concourse and became the cause of joy to the
denizens of the Most Glorious Kingdom. Observe what a great
favor has encompassed all and what a worthy and freely-given
gift this is, and this is from the bounty of your Lord, the Mer-
ciful, the Compassionate.

Today the contingent world is a hospital, and all creation is ail-
ing and sick. The friends of God are the divine physicians and
heavenly healers. They must treat the patients and cure the ill
with utmost kindness, for the maladies and ailments are spir-
itual - spiritual treatment and cure is needed, and the divine
theriac is required. Therefore, be loving towards all human-
ity and engage in kindness to humankind. Do not complain
about anyone and do not reproach anyone. Associate with all
with the utmost joy, love, fellowship, good conduct, gentleness,
truthfulness and trustworthiness. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB03728

To: Masruri Khalajabadi, Mahmud et al.

O lovers of the Face of the Friend! This is the time of joy and
the moment of receiving bounties and attaining desires, for the
grace of the Ancient Beauty comes wave upon wave and His
dawn of favor rises over the horizons of all nations. His fame
has conquered the world and His voice resounds repeatedly
from the ethereal sphere. His radiance shines forth and His
meteor blazes. His star has risen and His planet flashes and
gleams. The unconscious ones imagined His lamp extinguished,
and the bats desire His sun to be covered. Say: O foolish ones!
The sun of His favor will not set and the luminary of His gift
will not decline. The ocean of His favors will not cease to surge
and the star of His attributes will not descend from its zenith
to its nadir.

“There is no tumult in the city except from the curl of the
Beloved’s tress; there is no commotion in the horizons except
from the arch of the Friend’s eyebrow.”

In any case, O friends, be intoxicated with the wine of His love
and inebriated with the wine of His covenant.

Mahmud must be joyful and content with God’s favor and this
servant’s servitude, for the servitude of His servants is my radi-
ant crown and they are among His steadfast servants. Likewise
Muhammad Muhammad must become a partner and associate
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in His servitude so that I may become the
manifestation of “Ye will never attain unto righteousness until
ye give of that which ye love.” And upon him be glory.
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AB03833

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Khurasan

God! O martyr, son of the martyr! O you who are firm and
steadfast in God’s ancient Covenant and Testament! O you
who proclaim God’s Covenant in every region and climel!

We shall send you a response to the papers and make mention
of you with spirit and fragrance. But for now, due to the on-
slaught of endless occupations and difficulties, detailed writing
is not possible and we must be brief in order to send the en-
closed papers and express love to all the friends. Therefore,
give glad tidings to the friends of God of your Lord’s bounty
and convey to them greetings and praise and glory and light.

And say: O loved ones of God and His chosen ones! By God
the True One, your Beloved is the Sun of Glory and though
He be veiled in the garments of the unseen, yet His ancient
outpourings continue upon you, His lights shine upon you, the
fragrances of His holiness waft over you, and the breezes from
the gardens of His Kingdom blow upon you. Turn yourselves
to these, and you shall see the banners of the Covenant wav-
ing in all regions, the lights of the lamp of splendor shining
in the highest of the seven spheres, the fame of God’s Cause
spreading throughout all areas, the sovereign power of divine
knowledge conquering hearts and souls, the signs of truth en-
compassing creation, and the power of the Covenant appearing
like brilliant light from the radiant Kingdom in the horizons of
the contingent world.

And you - give thanks to God for having made you a sign of
the ancient Covenant.
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AB03626

To: Isfahani, Asadullah (Sanandaj) et al., in Kurdistan

O servants of God and handmaidens of the Merciful! The sun
is near to setting and declining. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is occupied with
thoughts of you and is hoping and beseeching from the grace
of the Forgiving Lord that each one of you may become the
recipient of divine favors and the object of the attention of
His Holiness the One, so that in the gathering of the world
and the assemblage of peoples you may speak forth in praise
of the Truth and be engaged in remembrance of the Ancient
Beauty, become familiar with the holy fragrances and occupied
with reading the verses of loving communion. And may each of
you be, in the Book of Creation, a manifest sign, an articulate
word, and a conclusive proof. This is from the outpourings of
the Kingdom which is the ultimate hope of those near to God
and the final desire of the sincere ones.

O Lord! Make this group the manifestation of divine favors
and the dawning-places of heavenly bestowals. Give them to
drink from the boundless ocean and make them illumined and
radiant from the Sun that has risen from the Horizon of Truth.
Grant such an outpouring that its lights may spread in the
eternal morn; bestow such a grace that its effects may become
renowned in the everlasting realm. Thou art the Powerful and
the Mighty, and Thou art the Bestower and the Kind. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, the Most Exalted.

And upon you be Glory.
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AB03860

To: Laura Dreyfus-Barney, in London

O Handmaiden of Baha! If you knew what bounty from God
had been bestowed upon you and what favors you have re-
ceived, you would surely spread your wings and soar in joy
and gladness. I hope that you may become a brilliant star in
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the horizon of eternal glory and a luminous lamp in the assem-
blage of the maidens of the world. The light of the world is
the love of God.

O Handmaiden of Baha! The storm of tribulation is very severe
and ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in great danger. Despite this, I am in the
utmost joy. You too should be the same, so that you may be
confirmed with the manifest light.

3 O Handmaiden of Baha! Victoria was the Empress of India
and Queen of England. Her star has set and her lamp is ex-
tinguished. But you shall not be extinguished nor set, for you
are ignited with the fire of the love of God.

O Handmaiden of Baha! If you hear that ‘Abdu’l-Baha has
become the target of the arrow of oppression, or has vanished
in the trackless desert, or lies in the depths of the sea - this
is by way of example - surely do not falter but rather raise

your call louder and let your flame burn brighter. Do as Mary
Magdalene did after Christ....
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AB11871

To: Ustad Ghulam-Husayn Banna et al., in Marv

O two truthful servants of God! T offer thanks at the threshold
of the Divine Unity that He guided you and gave you to drink
from the Salsabil of grace, directed you to the path of guid-
ance, and blessed you with the greatest gift. You were without
melody but became melodious, you were wandering and bewil-
dered but became intimate with the sanctuary of mystery, you
were thirsty for the Salsabil but found the spring of life. This
is from God’s grace and bounty, not from personal capacity
and capability.

Make these two aware ones steadfast in Thy love
and satisfy them from the stream of knowledge. Kindle a fire
in their hearts until its flame reaches the Supreme Concourse,
and bestow such warmth to their souls that its effect becomes
manifest in the Abha Kingdom.

O Pure God! Although we are of dark earth and heedless, yet
we have taken refuge at Thy threshold and sought shelter at

C,;J,\ og),\g o :§>- Gole fody 45
Jbelbs 5 590 Slan |, 18 8 e w15
Caa sl 55 IV gda ol Ailag clle
S e 3 5k oy iy 50 5B 8
RIS g e oA A Ol
o 5V g Ol G Aoy Jorde

u@;,;l{\sj.s\mw;,ﬁ,-c,,»y,

BIENY :,«\.; ke 0o o Eoy0s )

2> @ 8 SOl S sl 1y L

Golm 5 s Jo1 Sl il b 55 30 U

AL g C))gln): ij“b{ oz ol
22

33

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 53


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA5/swa5-122.html

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

ABO03816

Thy court. Thy grace is a mighty fortress and Thy forgiveness
an exalted shelter. Bestow whatever is worthy of Thy mercy
and grant whatever befits Thy bounty. Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Able, and Thou art the Giver, the Nurturer,
the Bestower, and the Helper.

O friends! You had asked permission for a visit - postpone it
to another time, for now is not suitable. And upon you both
be greetings and praise.
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AB03816

To: Baha’is of Nayshabur

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The reality of the Kingdom,
which hath become manifest in this holy age at the center of
all possibilities, is in truth a divine school, and the Educator
of this heavenly school is the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones.

That divine Teacher hath given lessons in spiritual stations in
this school, hath expounded divine mysteries, and hath spread
true teachings so that human souls, who are like suckling babes,
may be nurtured in the arms of grace and receive sustenance
from the breast of spiritual bounties, grow and develop, and in
this school of the Lord acquire human perfections and obtain
heavenly bestowals. Day by day may they increase in knowl-
edge, comprehend the realities of things, learn the knowledge
and wisdom of the All-Glorious Lord, and advance daily in all
degrees of morals, virtues, and spiritual perfections until they
attain to maturity and growth.

Therefore must the friends strive, bring to mind at every mo-
ment the counsels and exhortations of the Blessed Beauty, and
endeavor with heart and soul to acquire infinite bounties, be-
come stars of guidance and lamps of the Concourse on high.
Until this bestowed beloved becomes the beauty of the gather-
ing, the human world remains imperfect and the tree of exis-
tence remains fruitless.
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And upon you be greetings and praise. S, asdl S:lp 4
SF109.012b
AB03880

To: a friend in Paris

As to the significance of the Cause of Baha’Ullah, know that
everything which belongs to the universal is divine and all that
is divine is certainly for the universal good. Therefore, a divine
cause, for universal good, cannot be limited to the Orient nor
to the Occident, because the flame of the sun of Truth illumines
the East and the West and its heat is felt in the south as well
as in the north; there is no difference between the two poles.
In the time of the manifestation of Christ the Romans and the
Greeks thought that the Cause was especially for the Israelites;
they thought they had no need for it because they saw that,
according to appearances, they possessed a perfect civilization
and they thought that they did not need the instructions of
Christ. This false supposition caused many people to be de-
prived of its grace.

Also know that the principles of Christianity and the command-
ments of Baha’Ullah are identical and that the roads are the
same. But every day there is progress. There was a time when
this divine institution was in an embryonic condition. Then it
became newly born, a child, an intelligent child. Today it has
reached maturity: its capacities, its body are the same, but to-
day, it is resplendent, with the greatest beauty and brilliancy.”

BSC.495 #4955, SW_ v13#12 p.342
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To: May Maxwell, in Paris

O thou who art attracted by the magnet of the love of God!

> Rejoice at the grace of God and at the favours He hath vouch-
safed unto thee, for He hath illumined thy heart through the
light of His bestowals in the prime of thy youth, and hath
drawn thee away from all things through His love. Thou hast
thus occupied thyself by day and by night in praise of Him
and in prayer to Him at morn and at eventide, and hast been
enkindled with the fire of His love both in the gloomy hours of
the night and in the brilliant light of the day.

O maidservant of God! By God the Eternal Truth, verily
the mercy of thy Lord upon thee is great, very great, and He
shall soon strengthen thee in that wherein no one hath been
strengthened in those regions. Then thou wilt proclaim and
cry aloud, saying: “How blessed am I for this great favour,
and how rejoiced am I for this manifest bounty”.

As to thy request to come to this blessed Spot: for the present,
it is necessary for thee to be there [Paris| and to remain with
the beloved ones [believers|. Until the Cause of God is firmly
established in that city, it is not permissible for the believers
and the maidservants of the Merciful to disperse. Nay, it is
necessary for all of them to assemble together and exert them-
selves to the utmost to diffuse the fragrances of God. When
the opportunity presents itself, thou wilt be permitted to come.
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AB03657

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said

...Abdul-Baha’s prison is a palace and the depths of the pit
are the heights of the moon. In the path of the Blessed Beauty
this is what I desire. If chains and daggers and swords do not
come between, how can the faithful be distinguished from the
treacherous - indeed all would be equal. This wound has no
salve except the arrows of tribulation, and this pain no remedy
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except the cup of persecution. I beseech God that I may never
rest for a moment, but rather drink day and night the crimson
cup of heart’s blood in love of the Blessed Beauty, may my
spirit be a sacrifice for Him, and in every breath witness a
thousand cruelties from every base one. At times adorning
the depths of prison, at times finding rest beneath chains, and
finally through the grace and bounty of the Blessed Beauty
staining my face and hair with my own blood....
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AB03682
To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ol , b

The letter from Ibrahim Effendi arrived, and the telegram from
the doctor was also received. Between these two there is some
ill-feeling. The reply to Kruper is being sent, and likewise to
his student. From the recent letter, signs of sadness and ill-
feeling are evident.

One should not flee the field at the first arrow. Do you not see
to what degree are the tribulations and calamities of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha? Despite this, praise be to God, like a mighty fortress
in the face of the impact of all these upheavals, I remain firm
in servitude to the Sacred Threshold without any weakness
whatsoever. If any affliction befalls, it is so that you may be
My partner and share in it, and become the target of hardship.
In any case, keep your heart firm and withstand the trials.
Observe the outcome. Meet constriction with expansiveness of
heart.

There were some times when this servant was immersed in a
sea of debts. The people of weakness had opened doors of
expenditure that were beyond endurance. Despite this, with
utmost patience it was managed through loans and assets until
they themselves declared their independence. Then the debts
were settled through separation.

5 In any case, the point is: do not be sorrowful. The end belongs
to the God-fearing. The favor of the Ancient Beauty is with
you. Time passes, and God willing comfort and ease will be
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attained. Do not grieve - I am your Comforter. And may the
Glory be upon you, in the beginning and the end. ‘Abbas.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Qazvin —/5}}
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O God, my God! With utter lowliness and fervour, humility
and devotion, I implore Thee with my tongue and my heart,
with my spirit and my soul, and with my mind and my con-
science, to grant the most cherished of all desires, destine the
most meritorious of all deeds, and ordain all honour and perfec-
tion, favour and beauty, prosperity and salvation for this fam-
ily that hath hastened to Thy sheltering shadow at the break
of Thy resplendent morn and sought refuge within Thy safe
haven and Thy mighty stronghold. Verily, these souls heeded
Thy call, drew nigh unto Thy Threshold, were set aflame with
the fire of Thy love, and were carried away by the breaths of
Thy holiness. They were constant in the service of Thy Cause,
humble before Thy Countenance, and noble beneath Thy shel-
tering shadow. They are renowned as the bearers of Thy name
amongst Thy people and make mention of Thee amidst Thy
servants.

O God, my God! Exalt them by Thine ancient glory, honour
them in Thy Kingdom of grandeur, and assist them with the
hosts of Thy favours in this great Day. O Lord, my God! Raise
aloft their banner, grant them an ampler share of Thy protec-
tion, spread abroad their signs, and increase their radiance,
that they may become a glass for the lamp of Thy manifold
favours and spreaders of Thy loving-kindness and bounties.

O Lord, my God! Be Thou their companion in their loneliness,
and in their moments of anguish surround them with Thine aid.
Bequeath unto them Thy Book and vouchsafe unto them the
full measure of Thy gifts and bestowals. Thou art in truth the
Mighty, the Powerful, the Gracious, the Bountiful, and verily,
Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB03729

To: Aga Abdu’l-Ali, in Qazvin

O Abdul-Ali! Consider thy Master, how He sacrificed in the
path of the Ancient Beauty and how freely He gave His spirit.
He made His breast like Sinai a shield against the arrows of
tribulation and a target for the darts of cruelty. He made His
heart like the sun a mark for bullets and the target of a hundred
thousand burning soul-consuming projectiles.

So what must thou and I do? Would it not be a shame if we
were to be dainty and associate with stranger and kin, falling
into thoughts of comfort of soul, desire of heart and ease of
conscience? No, by God! Therefore we must at least sacrifice
a life and set aside desires and passions.

We must drink a measure from that mighty ocean, receive a
fragrance from that rose garden, take a spark from that fire of
the love of God - not merely hear a tale and listen to a story
that so-and-so sacrificed his life and another offered himself
as a sacrifice, that one took up the cup of “Am I not?” and
another became intoxicated from the divine wine-house. From
stories there is no fruit. Therefore one must take a step in this
field and drink a cup.

Convey my greetings to all the friends of God. You have per-
mission to attain the presence.
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To: Mirza Murtida et al., in Qazvin

O ye who believe! O ye who turn your faces! Your letter was
seen and we became sorrowful over your sad state.

However, hope in the grace of the Ancient Beauty is such that
this hardship will be transformed into ease, and this difficulty
into boundless rest and joy. Although in this world there is no
rest or joy, and no comfort or leisure - if there were, the friends
of God would have sought it and pursued comfort of soul and
joy of conscience. But when they understood and discovered
the truth, they became entirely detached and freed from every
bond. All conditions became equal to them and every difficulty
became easy.

A child in early childhood considers stones and toys important
and laments their loss, but upon reaching maturity becomes
free of such thoughts and considers their existence or non-
existence equal. Likewise when the friends of God reach spiri-
tual maturity, they consider all affairs of this unstable world as
confused dreams and products of vain imaginings. Therefore
you should not feel sadness or joy from any condition.

Yet hope in the merciful Lord is such that His aid and bounty
will be attained even in this world. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB03746

To: Siyyid Hashim son of Ali Naqi et al., in Qazvin

O flowers and sweet basil of the supreme paradise of the love
of God! Samandar, the kindled divine fire, has offered detailed
praise of those ones attracted to the Most Glorious Beauty,
saying that praise be to God, their faces are illumined from
the cup of the love of God and in the school of the knowl-
edge of God they have learned universal meanings. From their
faces radiates the light of longing, and from their hearts and
souls the flame of love is like a blazing fire. They are occupied
with the remembrance of God and are familiar with the holy
fragrances. They had written this theme with allusion and elo-
quent expression in utmost brevity, but with a sweetness that
was truly the cause of the joy of hearts. Therefore, praise be to
God that He made His loved ones familiar with the life-giving
breeze of His Most Glorious Kingdom and guided His friends
to the rose garden of bounty. The table of His All-Merciful
favors has been spread across the earth and the signs of His
faithfulness and bestowals have become visible throughout all
horizons. He has illumined every soul in some spot like a bright
candle and gathered together their light. His is the grace and
generosity, and His is the beneficence upon every created thing.
We thank Him for His grace and mercy and bounty in this wit-
nessed Day.
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AB03603

To: Son of Ahmad Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

My God, my God! Calamities and afflictions have encom-
passed from all directions, and tribulations and hardships have
descended from every quarter like pouring rain upon a house
from which ascended continually glorification and magnifica-
tion in praise of Thee, and from which spread the fragrances
of Thy love and diffused the sweet perfumes of Thy knowledge.

O Lord! Thou hast singled out its people for these calami-
ties after their ascension to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, and
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ordained for them these trials and afflictions due to their spe-
cial connection to Thy exalted threshold and their attainment
of association with Thy sublime presence. And among these
calamities is the calamity of Thy servant who drank the milk
of Thy love from the breast of Thy providence since the ten-
derness of his youth.

O Lord! Admit him into the kingdom of Thy sanctity and shel-
ter him in the shade of the tree of Thy mercy, and pour forth
patience and solace upon his family whose hearts are grieved at
his separation, whose breasts are constricted by the intensity of
his calamity, whose souls are terrified by this catastrophe, and
whose pillars are shaken by this convulsing disaster. Ordain for
them every good that Thou hast ordained in the kingdom of
Thy mercy, preserve their gathering in the cave of Thy protec-
tion and safeguarding, make firm their feet in Thy Cause, and
encompass them with Thy merciful favors in Thy love. Verily,
Thou art the Great Protector.
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AB03802

To: Husayn et al., in Qum

O ye divine friends! Though the sighs ye have uttered and your
lamentation have been silent and concealed, yet in truth they
are clearly heard by the denizens of the heavens. The Con-
course on High hath attentive ears and the eyes of God are
all-seeing. They perceive everything. Know thou that that en-
treaties of the faithful at the threshold of His singleness are an-
swered and their desires granted, but owing to His inscrutable
wisdom, all things are contingent upon time and await the ap-
pointed hour. Be assured that through His abounding grace
every wish and every desire can be fulfilled and the seemingly
impossible attained.

The friends of God must now manifest steadfastness in the
Cause of God and withstand the onslaught of vain imaginings
through the sacred potency of the perspicuous verses, so that
the hosts of certitude may, with majesty and grandeur, scatter
the serried ranks of the people of doubt, dispelling all their
idle fancies, and safe and sheltered from all tests and trials
and may keep the raging winds at bay. Let them, through the
breaths of the All-Merciful, strive by day and night to show
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forth determination and lead the people of doubt aright. Let
them spread abroad the fragrances of the love of God and thus
perfume the world of existence, and with the light of divine
character and virtue illuminate the world of creation.
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ABO03727

To: Aga Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Rasht

O bird of the garden of truth! Your sweet melodies and won-
drous, sugary songs bring joy to the hearts of the friends and
are the cause of spiritual delight. The odes that you compose
and chant in praise of the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones) bestow eternal life upon the spirit
and grant happiness and gladness to the heart.

2 “Whence comes this minstrel, chanting now the Loved One’s
name So sweet,

That soul and robe alike I cast, before His message, at my
feet?”

In any case, you have always been and are in my thoughts. Be
assured that the delay in correspondence is due to the abun-
dance of difficulties and intensity of tribulations. You are un-
aware what resurrection is taking place - if you knew, you
would weep and wail day and night. In any case, regarding
you, an arrangement has been made with Mr. Ibtihaj. God
willing, it will be the cause of spiritual delight. In all matters
one must sacrifice oneself and not rest for a moment. After
the ascension of the Most Great Name, we must strive day
and night to diffuse the divine fragrances. This is the effect of
faithfulness. Praise be to God that you are engaged in this ser-
vice. Therefore give thanks to God that you have been assisted
and confirmed with such a gift. This is from God’s grace which
He bestows on whomever He wishes, and God is possessed of
great grace. And upon you be glory.
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AB11869

To: Mother of Mihdi and Ahmad Bagir Uf, in Rasht

My God, my God! You see me imploring toward the horizon
of Your mercy, humbled and broken before the Kingdom of
Your lordship, detached from all else, clinging to the heaven
of Your oneness. I call upon You and beseech You to forgive
Your truthful, excellent, and steadfast maidservant. O Lord,
forgive her sins, remove her sorrows, ease her difficulties, make
her drink from the cup of Your greatest favor, let her taste
the sweetness of Your mighty forgiveness, and cause the most
brilliant gifts to grow beneath her wing so that she may fly to
the Kingdom of Your mercy through Your power and might.
O Lord, admit her into the gardens of eternity, lead her to the
pools of Your most exalted paradise, give her to drink from
the spring of Tasnim, make her dwell eternally in the garden
of delight, and grant her an abundant portion of Your favors,
O You Who are the Beloved of the hearts of the yearning ones!

O Lord, this maidservant of Yours has deserved every bestowal,
for she believed in Your greatest signs, submitted to Your
mighty sovereignty, acknowledged Your oneness, recognized
Your manifestation at the center of Your unity, became illu-
mined and drew light from the fire kindled in the Tree of Your
radiance, and remained firm until she returned to You, assured
by Your mighty gifts, in the vicinity of Your greatest mercy.
Verily You are the Generous, verily You are the Forgiving, the
Merciful. There is no God but You, the Acceptor of Repen-
tance from Your sincere maidservants and servants.

Prayer for forgiveness for the handmaiden of God who was
attracted to the Abha Kingdom, the mother of Aga Siyyid
Ahmad Bagiroff, upon them both be the Most Glorious Beauty
of God.
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AB03798

To: Husayn son of Karbala’t Akbar et al., in Shahabad

O divine friends! This century is a new century, and this age
is the age of the peerless Beauty of the Lord. Glad tidings
have encompassed East and West, and spiritual attraction has
set the horizons in motion. The divine call has awakened the
realities of things, and the heavenly wine has intoxicated the
hosts of spiritual ones. The cloud of grace has showered drops
of bounty, and the divine springtime has pitched its tent and
pavilion at the pole of the horizons. The meadow of truth has
become verdant and flourishing, and the birds of the rose gar-
den of unity have become intimate with the melody of the harp
and song. The call of the Manifestation of the Lord of Sinai
has caused tumult in all regions, and the fame of the greatness
of the Sun of Truth has spread throughout the horizons.

Yet despite this mighty resurrection, alas, they remain heedless
of this great mercy. Each one has become like a bat, veiled
from the radiant light, hiding in the corners of doubts, and
constantly engaged in whispers, murmurs and gossip. Woe
unto them and away with them from this manifest loss! Praise
be to God that you are guided by the light of guidance and are
firm and steadfast in the Cause of the Most Glorious Beauty.
You are devoted to that unique Beloved and enamored with
that kind Friend. Open your tongues in thanksgiving and offer
praise and glorification to that peerless Beloved. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB03846

To: Qaini, Muhammad Bagir et al., in Shahrud

My Lord, my Hope, my Protector, my Helper, my Shelter and
my Refuge!

> These are servants who have heard the Call and responded to
the Summons, who have believed in Thy Most Exalted Beauty
and have been drawn to Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, who
have caught the fire of guidance from the Tree of Sinai and
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have endured every hardship and tribulation, who have shown
fortitude in times of adversity and distress and have patiently
drunk from the cup of bitterness at the hands of enemies, out
of love for Thy Beauty, submission to Thy Majesty, passionate
devotion to Thy love, persistence in Thy remembrance, seeking
Thy good-pleasure and acquiescence to Thy decree.

O Lord! They have borne every abasement in Thy path - make
them mighty in Thy Kingdom. They have endured every hard-
ship in Thy love - grant them comfort and joy in Thy holy
court. They have fallen under the derision of enemies and the
blame of the wicked - make them signs of Thy glory among all
peoples, that the great may envy them and the mighty may
covet their station, and that all who walk upon the dust may
seek blessing from the earth beneath their feet.

Aid them to teach Thy Cause, to spread Thy sweet savors and
to exalt Thy Word. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Bestowing.
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AB03683

To: Haydar Ali Kamali Sarvistani, in Shiraz

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The letter arrived and its
contents caused joy to the hearts and indicated the attain-
ment of abundant grace. Utmost joy was obtained from the
establishment of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, and likewise from the
abandonment of opium cultivation and tobacco use, for opium,
except in treating known illnesses, causes the destruction of
souls and eternal death of man, and likewise from smoking
tobacco there is no result or fruit except wasting time and ac-
quiring illness. Praise be to God that the friends of that region
have abandoned all these things.

O servant of God! Consider time as precious and do not let
opportunity slip away. Arise to spread the divine fragrances
and travel back and forth to Nayriz so that this interchange
between the two sides may cause the attraction of the two cities,
and each may encourage and urge the other to steadfastness,
firmness and the attraction of hearts.
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Convey my utmost love to the honorable scribe Mirza Husayn,
and extend yearning greetings to Haji Khan and Aqa Rida
and Baga’ullah and all others. I hope they will be successful
in serving the divine friends and the spiritual beloved ones and
in arranging and organizing the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB03598

To: Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi the martyr, in Tabriz

O servant of the Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty! May
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones! Your detailed letter
was carefully considered and all its contents were understood.
Several letters have been sent - after being read in gatherings
they should reach their owners. Do not be sorrowful. These
whisperings of the party of lethargy will be completely erased
from the world of existence. God says in the Qur’an: “As for
the foam, it passes away as scum upon the banks, while that
which is of benefit to mankind remains on the earth.”

In any case, guide the weak souls to the divine Covenant with
utmost kindness so they may drink from the cup of oneness.
But from those souls who show the utmost enmity against
God, gracefully distance yourself from them, for their cold-
ness and lethargy have an effect. This is why He says “Be not
of those whose hearts are hardened against the remembrance
of God.” But never abandon the weak ones and do not lose
hope. Explain to each one with perfect kindness and do not
become discouraged. Eventually they will become aware and
cognizant of the truth. God willing, you must arise to aid the
Covenant with such divine confirmations that all are left as-
tounded. Soon you will see the banner of the Covenant waving
upon the highest peaks of the horizons, and you will see those
who waver in manifest loss. And glory be upon you and upon
every penitent servant.
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To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O successful one, O contented one! It has become clear and
evident that in the descent of tribulation and severity of harm
and cruelty and the striking of the enemy’s club and the whip of
the people of hatred, you showed patience and forbearance and
zeal and thankfulness. Now you have been tested in the path
of God from every direction and remained firm and steadfast,
and this difficulty and hardship became the cause of nearness
to the divine threshold. Therefore I write to you in my own
hand.

Thank God that you received such severe blows and encoun-
tered such new tribulations and with perfect steadfastness re-
sisted the stick and club and mace and cudgel. This was not
a stick, not a cannon, not tumult - it was mercy, it was grace,
it was a gift, for it was in the path of the Most Holy One.

On the path of truth one must become intoxicated from this
brimming cup. The goblet is in hand, one has become a wine-
worshipper. Any wild donkey can become tipsy from grape
wine, but if someone finds joy and happiness from this wine of
faithfulness, they have accomplished something.

Convey the greetings of this longing one to his honor Aqa
Siyyid Sadiq. If sometime he receives a portion from this cup,
may it be pleasant from now. And upon you be glory.
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AB03639

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Tihran

O servant of Truth, servant of the Covenant!

The handmaiden of God, the pure leaf, in spirit, the honored
mother, along with Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Ahmad and Jinab-i-
Mirza Muhammad, upon them be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, arrived at the Holy Shrine and were blessed to attain
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the presence at the Sacred Threshold. They were favored with
the greatest gift and confirmed with the supreme bounty. The
honored mother and her companion handmaiden of God spent
some time in the Shrine, and Jinab-i-Mirza Ahmad and Mirza
Muhammad were our companions and associates. Afterwards
they took their leave and returned to Khurasan. I beseech God
that upon their return they may become the cause of kindling
the fire of the love of God. Whatever letters they requested
were written, despite lack of time, and were delivered. In truth,
they spent their days in this luminous Shrine in utmost suppli-
cation, devotion, entreaty, prayer and attention. We beseech
God that they may be assisted and confirmed in sacrificing
their lives and attaining eternal life.

Regarding what you wrote about Jamal, pay no attention to
these stories and reports. Arise to serve the Cause of God and
occupy yourself with diffusing the divine fragrances. Praise be
to God, since the intention is for God’s sake, be assured, and
God will establish the truth through His words.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03792

To: Hasan Tafrishi, in Tihran

O old friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What you had written to Siyyid
Taqi was noted. Indeed, your tribulations and hardships have
been many, and this is evidence of the Lord’s bounty. Pure
souls have never been concerned with their own comfort and
ease. Rather, solely for the enlightenment of all, they have
forsaken sweetness and endured the sting.

Rest and comfort and laziness and luxury and negligence and
indolence can come from any soul. Indeed, in this arena every-
one can show the utmost strength and power. But cooperation
and mutual assistance and patience and steadfastness and sac-
rifice of life is not the work of every soul. This is special to
blessed souls, not every ignorant fool and helpless idler.
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Consider how souls of high resolve, whether earthly or heavenly,
whether physical or spiritual, whether of the dust or of the
celestial spheres, have always endured great hardships, and
until they did so, they did not succeed.

Therefore, O longtime friend, be not sorrowful and grief-
stricken, and sit not in dejection. Thank God that you were
made to suffer hardship and tribulation in His path, not in
the path of self and desire. You are never absent from my
thoughts - you are present before me and in my sight. Be
assured of this. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03796

To: Hurmuzdyar Haq Pazhuh, in Tihran

O precious friend! What you wrote and what was in your heart
has become manifest and your desire is clear. However much
you may wail and cry out, and seek to sacrifice your life in the
path of that Kind Beloved, it is fitting and worthy. But when
you think thus, in every moment you sacrifice a life. I beseech
God that He may grant both your wish and mine, so that each
of us may raise a banner in sacrifice.

But since you have engaged in servitude to God and learned
the hidden mystery and called the Persians to the Kind Lord,
in every moment you are sacrificing your life. Truly the Zoroas-
trians have made their ancestors’ faces white and demonstrated
the purity of their lineage. I am pleased with them. Therefore
they must surge and cry out until they make every coreligion-
ist of good mind and make every stranger a friend and kin. At
that moment divine power will arrive successively and heavenly
assistance will be seen moment by moment.

And if forgiveness is sought for the father and mother who
have passed to the other world and were deprived of the eternal
fountain of life, it will be accepted at the threshold of God.
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Regarding Khudadad, be of tranquil heart - that wanderer in
the path of the Beloved has hastened to the divine rose garden
and attained eternal life. May your soul be happy.
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To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter thou didst
write was read. Its contents were extremely sweet and its mean-
ings were utterly delightful.

Truly, in this grave occurrence in the land of Ya [Yazd], all
the friends of God were afflicted with the most severe trials
and endured intense hardships in the path of God. Among
them wert thou, who didst truly drink a bitter cup every hour,
witness fresh calamities, and hear violent commotions.

Those souls who drank the wine of supreme martyrdom from
the brimming cup of this mighty bounty soared like birds of
the garden of unity to the branches of the celestial realm and
attained their ultimate desire. They placed upon their heads
the crown of the Lord of Creation’s forgiveness and obtained
the eternal diadem of sovereignty.

But the friends who remained in this transient dust-heap re-
ceive new blows at every moment and are slain by sword and
dagger with every breath. Among these art thou. But be pa-
tient and forbearing, and resist the onslaught of enemies with
the utmost strength and steadfastness. Until the breast be-
comes the target of the arrow of tribulation in God’s path, it
is like wood and stone and counted among inanimate objects.

5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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To: Mulla Muhammad Ali Taligani, in Tihran

O thou whose insight God hath opened through the light of His
knowledge among all peoples! Know thou that the Ocean of
Grandeur is surging, overflowing, rolling and ebbing from the
Most Glorious Horizon, casting forth brilliant stars and radiant
pearls from the Most Great Outpourings upon the hearts of
the faithful, scattering them upon the hem of the spirits of the
chosen ones and the breast of the pious. For such a Glorious
Lord, open thy tongue in glorification and praise, loose thy
speech in magnification and exaltation, and say:

O Lord! Thy Essence is sanctified above the unseen and the
seen, Thy Being is elevated above ascent and descent, Thy
Reality is exalted above rising and setting. Praise be unto
Thee for guiding me to the fountain of Thy ancient favors,
leading me to the wellspring of Thy mighty grace, giving me
to drink from the Spring of Tasnim, and causing me to enter
the gardens of Thy paradise of delight. Thanks be unto Thee,
O Lord of the worlds, and bounty be Thine, O God of those
in the heavens and earth. Glory be upon Thee!

Then scatter the pearls of glorification and praise, and the
jewels of kindness and eulogy, upon the countenance of thy
brother who hath turned toward the Most Glorious Horizon,
who is gladdened by the fragrances of thy Most Exalted Lord,
who is illumined by the lights of the knowledge of the Lord of
all beings, and upon the two believing leaves, your wives, and
upon your two sons and your two daughters. And glory be
upon them all, male and female.
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran, Teaching Committee

O faithful friends of the Beauty of Abha! With what tongue
shall I praise you, offer commendation and tribute, express ad-
miration and honor, and adorn speech with description and
acclaim that would be fitting and worthy? You are the people
of faithfulness who, after His ascension to the highest hori-
zon as the Supreme Companion, did not forget the Beauty of
Grandeur. You are alive with His remembrance and blessed
through mention of Him. You chant the verses of unity and
teach the Cause of the unique and peerless Lord. You present
clear proofs and bestow brilliant evidence. You demonstrate
conclusive arguments and explain actual events. God the One
is witness that the sea of inspiration surges and the breaths of
revelation release their fragrance from the heights of sanctity,
perfuming the nostrils of the teachers.

Today this Cause is divinely assisted. Whoever arises in it will
be aided by unseen hosts and made victorious by the army
of the court of the Most Great One. They will find all doors
opened and discover the spirit empowered by the spirit of tri-
umph. As much as you can, diffuse the divine fragrances in
this mighty Cause and demonstrate the power of steadfastness,
so that you may witness the assistance and favor of the Divine
Unity from every direction. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03742

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran, Womens Committee

O handmaids of the beauty of Abha! Your letter hath come,
and its perusal brought great joy. Praised be God, the women
believers have organized meetings where they will learn how to
teach the Faith, will spread the sweet savours of the Teachings
and make plans for training the children.
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This gathering must be completely spiritual. That is, the dis-
cussions must be confined to marshalling clear and conclusive
proofs that the Sun of Truth hath indeed arisen. And further,
those present should concern themselves with every means of
training the girl children; with teaching the various branches
of knowledge, good behaviour, a proper way of life, the cultiva-
tion of a good character, chastity and constancy, perseverance,
strength, determination, firmness of purpose; with household
management, the education of children, and whatever espe-
cially applieth to the needs of girls — to the end that these
girls, reared in the stronghold of all perfections, and with the
protection of a goodly character, will, when they themselves
become mothers, bring up their children from earliest infancy
to have a good character and conduct themselves well.

Let them also study whatever will nurture the health of the
body and its physical soundness, and how to guard their chil-
dren from disease.

When matters are thus well arranged, every child will become
a peerless plant in the gardens of the Abha Paradise.
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To: Wife of Mirza Nabi Khan et al., in Tihran

O attracted leaves! Jinab-i-Mirza Haji Aqa requested the writ-
ing of a letter, since these faithful handmaids are ornaments
of the assembly of the handmaids of the All-Merciful and are
candles ignited by the fire of love. Therefore, they deserve to
be addressed and are worthy of receiving a letter.

In any case, when I read the names of these handmaids of the
All-Merciful in succession, I was moved and immediately began
writing this letter so that the desire of their hearts and souls
might be fulfilled and bring joy.
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However, I am saddened by the passing of the handmaid of God
Sultanat, and I beseech forgiveness, saying: O kind Lord! Make
this attracted leaf noble in Thy Kingdom, immerse her in the
ocean of forgiveness, gather her in the company of renowned
maidservants, and grant her a share of the eternal sovereignty.
For in the days of her life she was accustomed to services and
engaged in labors. In truth, she has great right of service,
therefore make her the recipient of magnificent bounty. Thou
art the Bestower, the Forgiver, and the Kind One.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Hidayatullah Khan (Mashhad) et al., in Turbat Haydariyih

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! If you but knew how my heart
leapt with joy and attraction when I took up my pen to write
to you, you would surely burst from your garments and, in
the intensity of your delight, would rend your collars and soar
toward the celestial heights.

For you are the servants and free souls of the Abha Beauty,
the bond-servants of His Court, and the friends of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. You are free from the fetters of servitude, accepted at
the threshold of the King of existence, welcomed at the court
of the Lord of loving-kindness.

Therefore, attune your tongues to the praise and glorification
of the Sovereign of creation, sacrifice yourselves in teaching His
Cause, and find happiness in His Kingdom of love, that the
lights of His sanctity may cast their radiance upon all hearts
and the fire of His oneness may kindle its flame in all souls.

Upon you be glory in the first and the last.
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To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband

O thou who art assured by the verses of God and attracted by
the breaths of God!

In this Most Great Century and Most Noble Cycle, when sub-
tle and pure realities have been illumined by the shining rays
from the Sun of Truth, and when the temples of unity have
been raised up in the arena of existence through this perfect
bounty and all-encompassing grace, the souls who are ready
must count as a precious gift this glorious favor and mighty
grace, and in this Most Great Cycle, having been illumined
by the lights of the manifestation of the Ancient Sun, they
must bestow bounty and generosity upon other peoples from
the Orient of the world.

Therefore, O thou who art devoted to the divine threshold
and enamored of the countenance of the True Beloved, strive
to become a manifest light and dawning-place of the favors of
the Lord of the worlds. Become a fruitful and bounteous tree
and a brilliant and artistic jewel. Make thy purpose lofty and
thy aim noble.

This is the day of hope and the manifestation of “Doer of
whatsoever He willeth.” Base realities are transformed into
pure gold through contact with this Greatest Elixir, and the
breasts of seekers, which are vessels for receiving grace, become
like overflowing cups from this outpouring.

Let not time slip from thy grasp nor beneficence escape thy
hand. Make mighty effort and tremendous endeavor that thou
mayest attain to this glorious purpose.
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To: Sons of Siyyid Mihdi Afnan, in Yazd

O illustrious branches of the Blessed Tree! Praise be to God,
you have exerted the utmost effort in assisting the survivors
of the divine martyrs. Until now, you have done more than
could be borne. Now again, please make an effort regarding
the monthly allowance for these survivors of the martyrs as

before, and indicate whatever amount is needed so that it may
be offered.

These are the remembrances of those blessed souls - may the
spirit of ‘Abdu’l-Baha be sacrificed for them - who gave their
lives in the path of God and had their wealth and possessions
plundered and pillaged, and these survivors were left hungry,
thirsty and destitute. Now the purpose is that the amount be
determined so it can be offered to the Afnan of the Blessed
Tree to distribute as before.

I am always awaiting good news from you which would be
the greatest glad tidings and would tell of the spiritual joy
and delight of those branches of the divine Tree. At all times
I supplicate to the Abha Kingdom and seek assistance and
bounties for you, that you may be confirmed and successful in
all matters.

Please convey the utmost longing from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to each
and every one of the friends, especially to the survivors of the
martyrs. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Mirza Husayn Mishkin Qalam, in Cyprus

He is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting

O spiritual friend! Praise be to God that He has ordained
patience and forbearance as sustenance for sincere hearts, and
decreed that trials should taste as sweets to the sincere ones.
Ever do those who dwell at the Kaaba of His knowledge adorn
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the sanctuary of the heart with the melody “If the arrow of
tribulation comes, behold, hearts are its target,” and raise to
the ears of the Concourse on High the song “All that is on earth
shall pass away, but there remaineth the face of thy Lord, the
All-Glorious, the Most Bountiful.”

In any case, the absent was present, the distant near, and the
setting star heard by these wanderers at all times. Now it has
been realized and witnessed with the eye of certainty that those
spiritual friends and true companions are clearly visible before
the eyes of these yearning ones in all days and nights. Indeed,
the yearning of hearts transcends the realm of mention. Were
I to describe it, it would be endless. Better then to refer it to
the conscious heart.

If you ask about present circumstances, praise be to the Goal
of all the worlds that all are in perfect health and free from
illness and ailment, and all are occupied with the mention of
those faithful birds. If there are any instructions for the land of
Sad, write them of whatever kind or convey them verbally. Aqa
Amu is occupied with your mention, as are Mirza Muhammad-
Quli and other friends.
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in India

...Should you observe any lessening in people’s response, be
not saddened, but continue sowing these pure seeds. Assuredly
they will flourish and this garden will bear fruit. We are com-
manded to sow the seeds; their growth rests with God. Surely
one day the rain of mercy and the warmth of the Sun of Truth
will cause them to sprout.

Regarding what you wrote about translating and publishing
the divine Tablets, this is not advisable at present, for it would
slacken the people’s thirst. First souls must be made thirsty,
then the sweet and flowing water be offered. If the sacred writ-
ings were now translated, published and distributed, everyone
who obtained a Tablet would be content with reading it and
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say, “I am now familiar with the foundations of this commu-
nity and need investigate no further.” Yet the Tablets must be
expounded by an expounder - that is, the expounder must first
establish the foundation, and after presenting the proofs, then
recite a Tablet; only then will it have effect. Consider how
much the Torah and the Gospel have been translated into vari-
ous languages, published and distributed, yet not one soul has
developed love for Christ through reading these books. Thus
it is clear that publication and distribution is not advisable.
If it seems absolutely necessary, translate articles and publish
those....
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To: Mahmud Zarqani, in India

O diffuser of the fragrances of God! I know that you are expe-
riencing hardship and difficulty in this journey, but when you
consider the outcome and effect, hardship becomes a mercy
and difficulty becomes ease and comfort. One must not look to
the beginning of matters - one must strive in affairs with pure
intention and ultimately await the results. Never has any fruit
been produced from ease and comfort in any instance. Every
result and fruit that has been produced in any age or century
has come about through hardship and enduring difficulties and
sacrificing one’s life. Therefore, in this path, however much toil
and difficulty may arise, one must face it with the utmost joy
and persist in one’s journey until excellent results and universal
fruits are produced.

Consider the holy souls of the past - what hardships and diffi-
culties they endured, and how many afflictions and trials they
willingly faced until they became verses of unity and standards
of the glorious Lord. In the Qur’an He says: “Do you suppose
that you will enter Paradise while yet there has not come to
you the like of what came to those who passed away before
you? Affliction and adversity befell them.” In any case, you
too must endure every difficulty.
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To: Members of Tarbiyat School, in Iran

O ye friends of God! S ol !

The All-Merciful hath created humankind for the adornment
of this contingent world, so that men may array the earth with
the manifold blessings of Heaven; that the inner reality of the
human being may, like unto a lamp of the spirit, cause the
community of man to become as a mirror for the assemblage
on high.

It is clear that learning is the greatest bestowal of God; that
knowledge and the acquirement thereof is a blessing from
Heaven. Thus is it incumbent upon the friends of God to
exert such an effort and strive with such eagerness to promote
divine knowledge, culture and the sciences, that erelong those
who are schoolchildren today will become the most erudite of
all the fraternity of the wise. This is a service rendered unto
God Himself, and it is one of His inescapable commandments.

Wherefore, O loving friends, strive with heart and soul and
strength to make the Tarbiyat School a center of enlighten-
ment, and a well-spring of truth, that the children of God may
shine with the rays of boundless learning, and that these tender
plants of the divine garden may grow and flourish in the grace
that showereth down from the clouds of knowledge and true
understanding, and advance to such a degree as to astonish the
company of those who know.

I swear by the bounty of Godis wisdom that if they win this
great prize, the members of the Tarbiyat School will be admit-
ted to the assemblage of God, and that unto them, beyond a
peradventure, the portals of His grace will open wide.

Salutations to you, and praise.
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To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

Upon thee be greetings and praise, O thou who art the order
of the tolerant and radiant Law, the organizer of the straight
and most excellent Path, and the arranger of the wondrous
and luminous pearl! Upon thee be glory from the Kingdom of
Abha, upon thee be praise from the highest horizon, upon thee
be greetings and good-pleasure from thy Lord, the All-Merciful,
and upon thee be blessings and peace from the Kingdom of
Peace throughout all days.

I testify that thou didst abandon desire and follow guidance,
didst walk the path of righteousness and witness the greatest
signs of thy Lord, didst adopt the highest example and become
intoxicated with the wine of faithfulness, wert revived by the
breeze of devotion and arose to serve the Cause of God, didst
guide to the path of God and fulfilled the Covenant of God,
and hastened to the scene of supreme martyrdom in the field
of sacrifice.

Would that thy people knew! Would that thy kindred under-
stood! Would that thy nation were awakened, that they might
behold thy station in the lofty pavilion, might witness the ra-
diance of the lights of thy beautiful countenance, might be
stirred by thy fragrant breezes wafting from the flowers, and
might be awakened by thy melodious breezes blowing at dawn!

Mercy be upon him who falls prostrate upon thy dust in sub-
mission to God, and grace be upon him who circles round thy
spot in humility before the Lord of Grandeur. My spirit be a
sacrifice for thee, and upon thee be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

el el T 2l e
Bl B A w R el Tl
b I Sy T
Qe Y1 e ST ey eV o Ko
g u?)‘ Koy o C")«b?‘; 4—*—” Se
éM\Q}QJCM\JsM‘&

LY ¥
Gl Catl y ehl B S a0

&)uu \“Owwvﬂﬂ,
\,J;\J\Jit,wu,wm
)&Y}Hf\wﬁuﬁ ‘) ;—b}“c«w

m\b\ﬂg\uﬁjm\f\u»&
“W‘W&\ e s Al Gle oy

Sl Sl 3 6,
Osgaty Shaay, cJb s Ogdn Ko L 3
L;&\ubj,@dw &MJL;
Sers Jlsl g haslsy C’)‘ <))
5oV e BBl Sl g 5 el

w

SN G b s ) (Sl | 2R,

M\,mg&;&@&w 4
G LS oy Y Seny Sl
T adl Kyl O

ABDA.315-316

81


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/abda.pdf#page=323

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB03601

AB03864

To: Aga Ali son of Haji Bagir (Najafabad) et al.

O Ocean of pardon and forgiveness, O Sun of forbearance and
grace and benevolence! Assist Thy supplicating servant, pu-
rify him from sin, save him from deprivation, raise him from
the abyss of separation, admit him into the garden of the All-
Merciful, shelter him in Thy proximity O Bestower, shade him
beneath the tree of Thy mercy O Helper, grant him the joy
of meeting Thee, perfect Thy mercy upon him, and shower
Thy blessings upon him. Verily Thou art the Generous, the
Merciful, the Pardoning, the Forgiving, the Compassionate.

2 O ye who remain after that divine bird! Be not grieved, scratch
not your faces, and take not to mourning, for that bird of the
meadow of truth hath winged its flight to the garden of mercy,
and that thirsty fish hath found its way to the ocean of oneness.
Therefore this is cause for joy and gladness, not for sorrow and
grief. Though separation brings anguish and spiritual parting
brings heartache, yet in the end there is union and attainment.

And these remaining children of that divine servant must follow
in their father’s footsteps and move forward with one another
in perfect unity, harmony and oneness, and must be mindful
of the poor in all circumstances.
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To: Aga Mir Jafar (Father of Aqa Muhammad Aqa) et al.

My God, my God! Thou seest me with eyes overflowing with
tears and heart burning with sighs, moaning with regret, plung-
ing in the depths of intoxication due to my deprivation from
beholding Thy beauty and my separation from Thy holy court.

O Lord! Have mercy upon these flowing tears and these ag-
itated hearts. Ordain for us the joy of meeting in the most
exalted Paradise, and pass round to us the cup of bounty in
this world and the next. Aid us to obey Thee, and kindle in
these hearts the fire of Thy love.
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Remove from sight every veil, uncover from all faces every cov-
ering, illuminate the minds’ insight with every light, and ex-
pand all breasts with the holy fragrances of Thy sanctity, O
Thou Mighty, All-Forgiving One - until insight penetrates the
veils drawn over inner mysteries, eyes witness the lights of se-
crets, hearts are quickened by gentle breezes from Thy holy
gardens, and souls are revived by fragrances wafting from the
gardens of Thy grace.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Most Bountiful. Verily Thou
art the Mighty, the Most High. Verily Thou art the Forgiving,
the Compassionate, the Bestower.
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AB03808

To: Aqa Mirza Jalal et al.

O friends of the Lord! It is morning, and there is freshness in
the air, glad tidings in the hearts, joy in the spirits, and dawn-
ing light in the forms. This poor one is intimate and familiar
with the mention and remembrance of the divine friends, to
such an extent that the abstract realities of the friends have
become tangible minutiae, and like anemones have blossomed
in the garden of hearts, and the fragrance of their love has
perfumed the nostrils of the yearning ones.

O Most Glorious Beauty! O Supreme Lord! These wander-
ers are the lost ones in Your path and the enamored ones of
Your countenance. Bestow a favor that hearts may become the
dawning-place of Your face, and breasts may become the burn-
ing sanctuaries of the lights of mysteries shining upon inner
consciousness, and the radiance of vision may illumine insight.
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To: Aga Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani

O spiritual youth! O thou who art attracted to the All-
Merciful! For a long time no spiritual fragrance has outwardly
reached Us from your region, although numerous letters
have been sent to you. What has become of those spiritual
fragrances and where are those melodies of the All-Merciful?
Where have the sounds of lute and organ gone, and the secrets
of string and oud and harp? What has become of the sighing
and lamenting of the speaking nightingale in the garden of
grandeur?

Though the morn of union has set and the dawn of nearness
has declined and the doors of meeting are closed, yet praise
be to God, the gate of hope remains open and the lamp of
faithfulness is brilliant.

The true lover remains silent in the time of union and speech-
less in the day of meeting. When the fire of separation flames
up and the heat of yearning casts its sparks, he cries out and
laments, brings forth weeping eyes and hidden sighs and a burn-
ing heart, begins to wail and moan, and becomes companion
to distress and restlessness.

This is not the time for silence nor the occasion for forgetful-
ness. Take a step in the arena and bring forth a steed to prance.
Loose a lasso from the saddle-strap and place a bond around
the necks of lions. Take some prey and make a catch, that
thou mayest count the time remaining as a prize. Soon shall
we take flight to the Abha Kingdom.
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ABO03661

To: Asadullah Jahrums

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! In a verse of the Qur’an
He says: “Then We caused such of Our servants as We chose to
inherit the Scripture. But of them are some who wrong their
own souls; and of them are some who follow a middle course;
and of them are some who outstrip others through their good
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deeds.” He states that We chose Our servants, but they are of
three kinds: One kind wrongs their own souls, meaning that
although We chose them, they deprive themselves of divine
bounties and heavenly bestowals. Another kind are moderate
souls, meaning they are in a middle state - neither at the lowest
nor the highest, but in between. These souls have a portion
of the ocean of favors, but are neither immersed nor fully sati-
ated. The third kind are those who race ahead in good deeds
and ascend to the highest horizon of the Lord of Signs. They
become the greatest signs and manifestations of supreme boun-
ties, brilliant stars and radiant lamps. Therefore, O thou who
art firm in the Covenant, strive and make an effort and show
determination so that thou mayest be among those who out-
strip others in good deeds and become a manifestation of the
gifts of the Lord of dazzling signs, becoming a bright star, and
with the lights of humility, submissiveness, lowliness, supplica-
tion and detachment, make this transient world a mirror of the
eternal realm.

And upon thee be Glory
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AB03730

To: Aunt of Abdu’l-Baha

O kind Aunt! Thy letter adorned with Godis remembrance
hath been perused. On the one hand it caused exceeding happi-
ness, on the other much sorrow. Happiness, because it sang the
praise of the Desire of the world; sadness because like unto a fire
blazing in separation from the Beauty of the Omnipotent Lord
it burned and consumed the heart and soul. However, it is clear
and evident that true reunion is spiritual nearness attainable
only by walking in the path of His good pleasure. Therefore,
if a person is physically one hundred thousand miles away but
blessed with Godis good pleasure that one is in truth among
those who enjoy nearness to Him. Otherwise, that which looks
outwardly near is in fact distant. Therefore, it is proven that
that blessed Leaf is at all times present in the Court of Holiness
and nourished with the blessing of His proximity and reunion.

Why art thou sad? Thou dwellest in Godis realm of happiness.
And why art thou dejected since thou hast been addressed with
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the call of the supreme glad-tidings? The world of happiness
circleth round thee and the sun of felicity and gladness is shin-
ing from the horizon. Erelong shall the heedless awaken and
their remorse shall be made manifest.

We send loving greetings to thy son and to other loved ones
and friends of God, men and women alike.

LTDT.272-273

AB03873

To: Azizullah Misbah

O thou who hast warbled with the melody of the dove in the
garden of praise! The verses of thy longing have been chanted,
and there hath been spread abroad that brilliant ode, that
unique poem speaking forth in the most eloquent of tongues.
Well is it with thee, inasmuch as thou hast kindled the fire of
the love of God and hast been set aflame with blazing fires upon
the loftiest summits of Sinai. Lo, this is that luminous flame
which shone forth, gleamed, flashed, and scintillated in the
blessed Tree, raised high upon the loftiest Mount, in the right-
hand valley, the hallowed Spot, the precinct of Manifestation
of my Beloved, the All-Glorious.

As for me, I am a lowly servant, repentant and turning unto
Him; a bondman seeking refuge, cleaving to the door of His
servitude, fallen upon the sacred and merciful Threshold.
Wherefore, O bird of the morn! From thy spiritual throat,
with the holy melodies of the All-Merciful, compose lyrics
and odes in praise of the servitude of this wine-bemused and
distracted one; and with a heavenly voice and a divine melody,
sing and intone them in the gatherings and assemblies of the
Lord, that the spirit of this yearning one may be set aquiver.

And glory be upon thee.

O luminous lamp! Light a flame and become the lamp of the
gathering. Open an eloquent tongue and become vocal in teach-
ing the Cause of God. Strive to quicken souls and endeavor to
educate humanity so that you may establish an eternal, ever-
lasting, divine, heavenly foundation. My Lord! Assist Your
servant to light the lamp of guidance at the pole of the valley
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of piety and to kindle the fires of love in the heart of contingent
being. Verily You are the Bestower.
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AB03735

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai

O branch of the Blessed Tree! Since the day of your departure
I have been constantly thinking of you, for during this journey
I had no opportunity for fellowship and companionship with
you. Although in every moment I was your companion, and
in every breath your intimate friend, yet outwardly, since this
land was in turmoil and this servant was caught up in countless
difficulties and tribulations both secret and manifest, I could
not spend days and nights in your company. Reluctantly, due
to fear of sudden events like the incident on the Day of As-
cension which you witnessed, I had to send you away quickly.
However, in my heart I am always thinking of you and have
not forgotten you.

Through the grace of the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great
Name (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), I hope
that you will remain protected and preserved under the shadow
of His providence, and that night and day you will be in such
a state that moment by moment you may progress and ascend
in the degrees of nearness.

O gentle branch! Today’s responsibility is mighty - one must
gird up the loins of service mightily and advance day by day
in the degrees of understanding, so that through the aid and
protection of the Self-Subsisting Lord, one may shine forth like
a luminous lamp in the glass of contingent being.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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To: Haji Aga Jan Naraqi

O thou pilgrim to the land of the Beloved! Thou didst en- &b 34 ol it J;‘:)L <SS 6‘

dure the toils of travel till at last thou didst arrive at the
sanctuary of the court of the Almighty. Twice hast thou at-
tained unto this supreme bounty and been singled out for this
honour and distinction. Thou hast become the object of the
praise of the Concourse on high and the recipient of the bless-
ings of the Abha Beauty. The glance of His loving-kindness is
all-encompassing, and His favours and bestowals are unfailing.
Rejoice thou with delight for having such good fortune!

The dwellers of this ephemeral world, high and low alike, spend
their days and nights in pursuit of worldly matters only to
suffer, in the end, manifest loss. Praised be God that thou hast
partaken of a fruit from the Tree of Life, and hast discovered
a glimmer of the bounties of the Lord of manifest signs. Thou
hast quaffed a cup of the wine of heaven, and hast left an
enduring legacy in this transitory world, notwithstanding that
those who have renounced the world seek neither name nor
fame, and pursue neither ambition nor desire. They show no
regard for this world and seek naught save the good-pleasure
of God. They tread no path but His, and speak naught save
His praise. Notwithstanding, the blessings of this world too
are destined for the beloved of God, whereas the fate of the
heedless is naught but loss and ruin in both this world and the
world to come.

Render thanks unto God that thou hast been attired with this
vesture and adorned with this crown! Upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB03631

To: Haji Muhammad Ismayn Yazdi (Alexandria)

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! What you wrote to Jenab
Aqa Seyyed Taqi was noted. Praise be to the Ancient Beauty
that you have been and are preserved under the protection of
the Divine Unity. From the evidence and indications it was
clear that you were pleased and delighted with this journey,
for in all places of passage and transit you observed the divine
friends in a state of longing and excitement. Therefore convey
to all the yearning greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, but to such a
degree that brings joy and delight. And the glory be upon
you.

You mentioned the death and passing of certain wolves who
appear as shepherds. Those souls who oppose the truth and
deny the verses and reject the Lord and are blind to seeing the
lights and deaf to hearing the mysteries - you will observe them
all as dust, rather beneath layers of dust, until you witness
the truth of “All that is on earth shall perish: but will abide
(for ever) the Face of thy Lord,- full of Majesty, Bounty and
Honour.” And the glory be upon you.

3 All the events that you had written about were noted. Some
caused joy. God willing, hereafter may all news in all directions
be the cause of joy for all, meaning may events that cause
SOITOW cease.
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AB03786

To: Mother of Nur

O delightful, steadfast, firm and long-suffering leaf! In this
great Cycle numerous have been the handmaidens who have
excelled the men in the field, and have outdone them. They
have been addressed by the Pure Tongue of the Lord of Glory
as the pride of men. I testify and bear witness that you stood
with such firmness and steadfastness in the Cause that you

05 s e faml fasl fab 2y o)
b@,;wsff;uurw
5 dl’)\}' oy 5 Ny J, O‘Jwa)\
@‘;JMWJNL\L;;J,@Vg
juﬂ(ﬂ/‘z;’d{ﬁ@u;g&)

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 89


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=378

2 O thou kind friend!

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB03794

became the object of praise of the Concourse on High and the
dawning-place of the favors of the Abha Kingdom.

From the beginning of your growth you drank the milk of
bounty from the breast of grace, and tasted from the Kawthar
of the love of God. You attained the recognition of the Ancient
Beauty and were honored with the privilege of His presence, ar-
riving at the Most Holy Court. At all times, the signs of endless
favors were manifest and evident toward you, and the eye of
grace was turned to you.

Therefore, give thanks for this great gift and praise this mighty
blessing, for your mention is recorded in the Abha Kingdom,
your remembrance is familiar at the threshold of the Holy
Shrine, and your good is sought after in the hearts of the
friends of God. This is from the bounty of your Lord upon
you. And upon you be glory, and upon your son who has as-
cended to God, and upon your husband who has attained the
Abha Kingdom, O handmaiden of God!
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AB03794

To: Muhammad Ali Mustawfi

O thou kind friend! It is morning, and beside the rose-garden I
am the companion and intimate associate of Jinab-i-*Azizu’llah
Khan; and, in remembrance and mention of thee, the palate
of my soul is sweetened with sugar. At such an hour, and
in such a state, to call thee to mind is among the greatest
bounties of God, for I supplicate and implore at the Threshold
of the Lord of Majesty that His holy Oneness may cause all that
household—nay, that entire lineage—to become manifestations
of the bounties of the All-Merciful, may grant them habitation
and shelter beneath the shade of the Tree of Sanctity, and may,
through the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom and the hosts
of the Concourse on high, render them assisted and victorious.

This is the age of the Ancient Beauty,
and this century is the century of the Most Great Name. Ren-
der thanks unto God that, in such a time and in so holy a
land, thou hast been enabled to attain the bounty of guidance.
Praise be to God, moreover, that thou hast such a noble scion,
who now sitteth before ‘Abdu’l-Baha and is engaged in the
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writing of this letter. Ere long thou shalt behold the goodly
fruits and the praiseworthy effects of this bounty.

Arise, then, as far as thou art able, in thanksgiving for the di-
vine favours, with such conduct and bearing amongst mankind
as may conduce to the education of souls, become the cause of
the awakening of hearts, lift the veil, and enable the beholding
of the Most Great Signs.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.
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AB03719

To: Muhammad Husayn Muhtadi

O namesake of the Desired One! May my soul be sacrificed
for your name. As Sheikh Sa’di said: “Your name was men-
tioned and lovers heard it; both listener and speaker began to
dance.” I hope that you will receive an abundant share from
this blessed name and will soar like birds from the intensity
of ecstasy. Praise be to God that you are under the shadow
of the Blessed Beauty’s favor and are steadfast in the Cause
of Truth. This station is a magnet that attracts divine favors
and is the center of justice and fairness. I hope that you will
become so self-sacrificing, radiant and aflame that all will in-
crease their praise of you day by day, for Jinab-i-Amin has
praised you beyond description. And upon you be greetings
and praise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

He is God! O handmaiden of God who is attracted to His
love! Convey greetings and praise from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to the
devoted mother, the suppliant sisters, and all other relatives,
one by one. We beseech and hope from the bounty of the
Divine Unity that each one in that region will become a bright
lamp on the straight path, spend their time serving the Cause
of God, and be the cause of refreshment to souls. They shall
never be forgotten. And upon you and upon all be greetings
and praise.
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To: Mulla Haydar Quli Qadimabadi

O thou who hath followed the lights of guidance! Each of the
holy ones has drunk from the cruel cup of woe; each one hath
tasted the poison of tribulation. It is not permissible that thou
shouldst be deprived of this gift and therefore hath the Cup-
bearer of destiny brought thee a draught of this calamitous
wine, this bitter brew, so that thou also mayest drink thy por-
tion and partake of the gift of this bounty.

Render thou thanks to God that in His path thou hast been
made a target for the arrows of affliction and hast been sub-
jected to the assaults of thine adversaries. Days spent in com-
fort and tranquillity can yield no fruit but the times of afflic-
tion and calamity endured in the path of God shall yield a rich
harvest even in this world of being and of dust.

Consider how the Prince of Martyrs lived in the world for many
tranquil years but it is the significance of his calamities borne
from dawn until dusk, which are of such consequence. Hast
thou ever heard mention of his other days? Nay, rather all
remembrance of that luminous being is restricted to his days
of suffering and adversity in the land of Karbila. Learn well
from this.
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AB12292

To: Mustafa Nuri

O thou who hast been illumined by the fire of guidance from
the Blessed Tree of Sinai!

Thy letter was noted. In truth, thou art illumined in both body
and soul. It is evident that thou art a fellow-countryman and
from one assembly. Why dost thou call thyself unfortunate
and consider thyself obstinate? Observe that despite many
obstacles and occupations day and night, what a lofty star
thou hadst, and what a helping fortune and brilliant destiny,
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that finally thou didst find the path of guidance and attain
true illumination. Thou didst receive a portion from the rays
of the Sun of Reality and became a partner and sharer with
the Concourse on High.

Be thou joyous, be thou glad, show forth ecstasy and rapture,
seek attraction and bewilderment, for thou hast become the
recipient of such favors and hast discovered the circumambula-
tion point of the Concourse on High. Thou must be infinitely
grateful to the cherished maidservant of God, Ta’irih Khanum,
who guided thee to this triumph and success and directed thee
to this bounty and salvation.

Seek not death - like a sapling in the divine garden, put forth
flowers and leaves, and like the nightingale at dawn, begin a
wondrous melody and arise to teach the Cause of God. When
thou art confirmed in this bestowal, thou art always with me
and the companion of my soul and body. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB03783

To: Nanih Khanum (Ishqabad) et al.

O incomparable Lord! These leaves are the signs of Thy love
and these handmaidens are words full of meaning and loving
kindness. Each of the friends is as rosegarden and each is
adorned with the myrtles of divine recognition. O thou their
lord their creator endow them with adornments, give them
freedom and vouchsafe unto them dignity, teach them love and
compassion so that these sanctified souls may love all the world,
may show peacefulness and reconciliation unto all. That they
may be the cause of mercy unto everyone and a bounty to
the entire world. May they become the signs of thy guidance
and the banners of the most exalted Kingdom; that they may
adorn their temples with the manifest light that they may have
their hearts as pure as a mirror that the reflection of the Sun
of Truth may shine therein. Thou art the Giver, the Generous,
thou art the most Effulgent and most Compassionate One.

&Lﬁ\ 9 ..X:\:S'— C)g\' C)B)) .L?Lg .4\?)\.\& 6\
S p Okgs Sy Gl OWE
o.\.LLUéT ! o C}léf CJPL.‘.J.} NEIE 4
Sle @) e Soh e Sy
&= S ss S bl oo s oS
5 e Sl 5 sl Covgs Ll
BT R s ,\:.:L:'Kc,.e, Ll 32
G Jo) O She Uy 5 S sas U
b S afl | e s debly e 55 Gk
gokiid yodias 35 bk Cid g

Ol 5 0y 3
INBA17:177,

MKT7.132, MMK3#008

p-004x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 93


https://iiif.lib.harvard.edu/manifests/view/drs:496184592$1i
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=179
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-136.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA3/swa3-6.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA3/swa3-6.html

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB03825

AB03625

To: Nush (Bombay) et al.

O servants of the kind God! Forud Gushtasp hastened to this
land and became an intimate companion and confidant. He
mentioned your blessed names and brought news of the pas-
sion, enthusiasm, ecstasy and joy of the heavenly friends. He
had glad tidings that the friends are companions of the Di-
vine Spirit and are engaged in spiritual conduct with heavenly
fervor. Their character and condition are celestial. They con-
stantly yearn for divine bounties and long for the outpouring
of the rain of the All-Merciful. In deeds they are like heavenly
angels and in speech they are like melodious nightingales in
the rose garden.

This praise and description is truly a cause of joy and happiness.
The hope is that they will be even better than this.

The Parsees must feel the utmost delight and gladness that
the Persian star and sun of eternal glory and brilliant morning
star of Iran has risen again and the lamp of the ancestors has
been rekindled anew.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO03825

To: Ruth Squares

O thou who art honorable and faithful to God!

> How many men and women awaited the manifestation of the
Messiah after Moses? Yet when His beauty shone forth and
His face appeared, they (the people) did not recognize Him,
but continued to follow the superstitions of the Pharisees, who
used to say: “Where is the authority of the Messiah? Where
is the throne of David, the Glorious? Where is his iron rod?
Where are his innumerable hosts? Where are his attacking
armies? Where are his angels of heaven? Where do we see
justice of government existing among people and even among
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beasts and insects? Where is his great majesty? Where is his
power, which shaketh heaven and earth? Is not this a claim
of one who is bewildered and wandering amidst valleys and
hills? Doth he not ride upon as ass, while on his head there is
a crown of thorns and he is despised?”

Indeed, all of the foregoing statements are of the evil opin-
ions which the Pharisees used to proclaim through every man’s
tongue. But those who had listening ears and clear insight, lis-
tened not to such misleading speeches, but realized the Messiah
as the rising Sun with His effulgent face, and that the radiance
of His illumination was diffused over the whole world. They
regarded even the ass on which He (Christ) was mounted as a
splendid throne and also the thorns which were upon His head
as a brilliant diadem!

Verily, direct thou thine own self towards His Kingdom, that
thou mayest perceive that His traces and authority continue
forever and will never cease!
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To: Shahrukh Sultan wife of Muntasirud-Dawlih

In this great Cycle and wondrous Dispensation some women
have been raised up who were the emblems of unity and ensigns
of oneness, for the revelation of divine bestowals is received by
men and women in equal measure. “Verily the most honoured
in the sight of God is the most virtuous amongst you”5 is appli-
cable to both men and women, to servants and handmaidens.
All are under the shadow of the Word of God and all derive
their strength from the bounties of the Lord. Therefore, do
not consider thyself to be insignificant by doubting what a
handmaiden living behind the veil can do...

2 With a firm heart, a steadfast step and an eloquent tongue arise

to spread the Word of God and say: “O God, although I am sit-
ting concealed behind the screen of chastity and am restricted
by the veil and exigencies of modesty, my cherished hope is
to raise the banner of service and to become a maidservant at
Thy Holy Threshold; to ride on a charger and penetrate the
army of the ignorant, defeat the mighty regiments and subvert
the foundations of error and violation. Thou art the Helper
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of the weak, Thou art the Sustainer of the poor, Thou art the

Succourer of the handmaidens. Verily, Thou art the Almighty
and All-Powerful.”
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To: Wife of Mawzun and Sirajush-Shuhada et al.

O descendants of His Holiness Mawzun and Siraju’sh-Shuhada,
those two precious souls are alive through the breath of the
All-Merciful and are intimate companions. In the Kingdom
of holiness they chant the verses of the supreme gift and en-
courage you to follow their example, saying: “O you who were
nurtured in the ark by two loving fathers, water ye the foun-
dation they laid; adorn with mirrors and decorative arts the
structure they established; complete the design they conceived;
tend the saplings they planted, that this garden may become
an eternal rose-garden and this meadow a true paradise.”

‘Abdu’l-Baha regards you as the legacy of those two noble souls
and loves you with heart and soul, and in all matters desires
for you nearness to the Court of Unity.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad Ali son of Khal-i Akbar

O my God and my Hope! Thou knowest my secret and my
public self, my hidden and manifest being, and art aware of
the extent of my love and the intensity of my devotion to the
branch of Thy divine Lote-Tree, the twigs of Thy Tree of One-
ness, and the offshoot of Thy Tree of mercifulness. O Lord!
Make pure his soil with the downpour of Thy favors, moisten
his leaves with the outpouring of the clouds of Thy bounty,
cause him to be verdant through the rains of Thy springtime
grace, flowering through the breezes of Thy paradise of care,
and fruit-bearing in the holy paradise of Thy faithfulness.

2 O Lord! Perfume the horizons with the sweet fragrance from
the gardens of his heart, illuminate all regions with the brilliant
rays of his ardor, and ignite all hearts with the kindled fire
whose flames have intensified from the fires of Thy love, and
give rest to all souls through hearing the call that hath been
raised from love and longing for Thee. O Lord! Continue
Thy favors upon him and complete Thy blessings and bounties
unto him. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Bountiful, the
Merciful.

He is the Most Glorious

Regarding the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, the response that was writ-
ten was most acceptable. God willing, it shall be carried out in
exactly this manner. Through the grace and favor of the An-
cient Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His
shrine, I hope that you will be assisted and confirmed in all
matters and that the doors of every good thing will be opened
before your face. And the Glory be upon you and upon all
who are firm and steadfast in God’s Covenant.
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O you who are firm in the Covenant! As I am in a state of con-
valescence, there is no opportunity for a detailed letter. Your
letter was noted and caused great distress and regret. While
illness prevailed, I opened the letter and became infinitely sad-
dened by its contents.

> In brief, this matter is entirely fabricated. There is absolutely
no trace of it in the Holy Land. Rather, on the contrary, all
the friends and loved ones are engaged day and night in praise,
and they read your publications with utmost joy in gatherings.
The greatest proof is that it was immediately sent to Iran and
published. If there had been even the slightest possibility of
truth to this reported matter, would this have been possible?
The very letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in response are complete tes-
timony and sufficient proof.

Despite those letters, how did you come to believe this account
and write such a letter? If we are to accept such accounts, mat-
ters become difficult. Rather, you should be so assured that
if even a thoroughly truthful person were to relate such an ac-
count, you would reply that your purpose is to serve the Cause
of God, not to praise or criticize individuals. “My reward is
with God alone. Say: I ask of you no reward; my reward is
only with God, the Lord of the worlds.”
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O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Give thanks to God
that thou hast become a sign of bestowal and a manifestation
of favor and grace. Thou hast become intoxicated from the
cup and filled with ecstasy and joy from the wine of love for
the Most Glorious Beauty. Day and night occupy thyself with
thanksgiving for these endless favors.

Convey wonderful greetings to ‘Ali Aqa and Haji Aqa and their
two sisters and their mother and the maidservant of God ‘Is-
mat, and say: “Praise be to God that you have all found rest
under the divine pavilion and are manifestations of the favors
and confirmations of the All-Glorious Lord. Be happy and joy-
ful, be pleased and delighted. Know the value of this grace and
bounty and be ever thankful for this blessing.”

Similarly, convey the Most Glorious Greetings from ‘Abdu’l-
Baha to the friends in Qasr al-Dasht and say: “O friends of
‘Abdu’l-Baha! Day and night occupy yourselves with praise
and glorification of the Most Glorious Beauty, for the remem-
brance and mention of that Peerless Beauty transforms the
realm of the heart into gardens of spiritual meaning.”

Likewise convey wondrous greetings to Muhammad Hashim
whose pen name is Mustagim. Several verses of poetry that
flowed from his talent were observed. Indeed they issued from
an enkindled and attracted heart. We beseech God to assist
him in servitude at the Holy Threshold and service in the
Sacred Court which transcends the comprehension of perfect
minds. Upon him be greetings and praise.
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O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter which thou
didst write to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah was perused. Its
contents brought joy and delight. Give thanks to the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting that thou art firm and steadfast in
the Cause of the Manifest Beauty and art a speaker. God will-
ing, thou shalt be like Alexander’s wall standing firm against
the Gog and Magog of vain imaginings. Now thou wilt observe
what wisdom lay in preventing movement. Sulayman Khan
was associating and meeting with the manifestations of vain
imaginings. In any case, I beseech the Most Great Name that
He may make that bewildered and love-smitten one a luminous
lamp of effulgence and through the infinite divine bounty make
him a rose-garden of unity.

Convey my utmost respect to his honor Ihtisham-Nizam. I
hope that through the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom in
these times when all parties are in tumult and upheaval, the
friends of God may arise in perfect calm and composure and
attraction to the divine fragrances and enkindlement with the
fire of the love of God, and may become so radiant as to il-
lumine both East and West. Praise be to God, from Europe
and America the cry of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” is raised, and the
melody and song of glorification and sanctification of the Lu-
minary of the horizons reaches the ears of both the lowly and
the noble. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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O spiritual friend! That nightingale of truth hath abandoned
his nest in this life and winged his flight unto a nest in the
palace of God. He hath departed from this transient dust heap
and sought a habitation and abode in the eternal rose garden.
From this dark and constricted domain, he hath set out for
a vast world imperceptible to the senses. He was earthly and
became heavenly; he was of this evanescent world and he set
foot in the divine world.

Surrender not to grief and sorrow. Neither let despondency or
vexation overwhelm thee. Couldst thou but perceive in what
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place he hath made his nest, assuredly thou wouldst hearken
with the ear of thy soul to his wondrous melodies upraised in
praise, magnification, and glorification. Be assured, for that
sapling is verdant and flourishing, and is laden with bountiful
fruits. God is the supreme Giver . Upon thee be salutations
and praise.

He is the Most Glorious!

O Lord! Leave not Thy servant alone, and grant him a com-
panion. Bestow upon him the comfort of his eyes, for Thou art
the Best of inheritors. Grant him a gift from Thy presence, for
verily Thou art the Most Merciful, the Compassionate. Protect
him from every assailant and injurer, from every deviant and
knocker at the door, for Thou art the Great Protector. Com-
pensate him with an illustrious, noble descendant, for Thou art
possessed of renewed bounty. Ordain for him every good thing
in Thy holy, exalted, and impregnable Kingdom, for Thou art
the Generous, the Kind, the Mighty, the Merciful, the Glori-
ous.
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O true friends! Divine philosophers believe that the human
world’s journey through the realm of existence is like two arcs,
that is, in the arrangement of a circle which consists of two arcs.
One arc they interpret as the arc of descent and the other arc
they name the arc of ascent.

The Persians were caught for thirteen hundred years in the
circle of existence on the arc of descent until they reached the
utmost degree of fall and descent. Now, praise be to God,
through heavenly grace and divine bestowal they are ascend-
ing from their fall and traversing the arc of ascent under the
shadow of the favors of the Blessed Beauty. Day by day they
rise higher and moment by moment they become more joyful.
And there is hope that from this long-lasting abasement and
lowliness they will attain to eternal glory and greatness, and
from this descent they will find everlasting ascent.

Baha’u’llah opened a door before the face of the Persians
through which heavenly bounty enters, and He set up a
ladder by which they might reach the highest heights. He
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addressed the Zoroastrians with pure speech and showed
infinite kindness, gave glad tidings and bestowed hope.

Therefore the Persian friends must consider themselves heav-
enly and count themselves as birds in the garden of truth, see
themselves as objects of providential grace and become satu-
rated with the water of mercy.

5 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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... Therefore, O my God, I turn from praise to seeking forgive-
ness, pardon and bounty for him who claimed kinship with
Thee, placed his trust in Thee, and hastened toward Thee that
he might attain Thy presence - the namesake of the Sacrifice,
Thy servant Ismail. Lord! Lord! He was a believer in Thee
and Thy signs, tormented by the hands of Thine enemies, and
persecuted in his days for his allegiance to Thee, until death
sank its claws into him and laid its burden at his threshold. He
returned to Thee, supplicating, submissive, humble, yearning
for Thy forgiveness and Thy presence.

Lord! Lord! Give him to drink from the cup of forgiveness,
shower him with beneficence and favor, and admit him into
the Kingdom of mercy, O Lord of grace and bounty! Thou art
verily the Mighty, the Loving.

Then I beseech Thee, prostrating myself with my face upon
the dust, bowing and prostrating before Thee, O my Lord, the
Mighty, the Bestower, to forgive those who claimed kinship
with the gate of Thy oneness and supplicated at the thresh-
old of Thy mercy, who remained God-fearing and concealed
themselves from the oppression of enemies until death drew
near and the time of departure came. They abandoned all else
and answered Thy call. Their hearts were humbled, their love
stirred, their eyes shed tears in those regions, and they sighed
like those distracted with longing for Thee in those days.

Then they sought forgiveness for their sins, relying upon Thee,
and confessed before the Branch of Thy mercy, saying: “I re-
turn unto my Lord, the Bestower, Who sees me in this distress.”
Thou knowest that this hidden servant, named Rida-Quli, con-
cealed his faith despite his certitude and assurance. In his
final days, he would remember Thee in the presence of his
beloved daughter who was attracted to Thee, addressing her
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and inquiring about everything while tears flowed from his eyes,
acknowledging his shortcomings before Thee.

5 Lord! Lord! Thy poor servant seeks forgiveness for him and

begs mercy for him at all times. My God! My God! Sins are
as darkness, but the lights of Thy grace and forgiveness reveal
them and transform evil deeds into good ones. Lord! Lord!
Though sins be great, greater still is Thy bounty. Thy mercy
hath exceeded all transgressions, O Concealer of faults!

I beseech Thee by Thy mercy that hath preceded all, by Thy
forgiveness that hath encompassed all, by Thy gift that hath
been magnified and exalted, to remove from them both their
tattered garments and clothe them in the robe of sanctity. Im-
merse them in the depths of the seas of pardon and forgiveness,
admit them into the kingdom of grace and favor, and crown
them with the crown of bounty in a seat of truth with Thee,
O Mighty and Loving One.

Admit them into the garden of Baha, the verdant paradise and
densely wooded grove, and grant them the vision of Thy Most
Glorious Beauty in the sanctified gathering of manifestation
that transcends the comprehension of the wise. Verily, Thou
art the Forgiving, Thou art the Pardoning, the Mighty, the
Generous, the Loving.
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O my companion! The theme of this treatise is of great sig-
nificance and its argument as manifest as a blazing banner.
No censure, however, is permissible towards any of the rul-
ing sovereigns, neither as indications, nor as hints, nor even
as subtle allusions. For this is a matter explicitly recorded in
the Book and it is not permissible to deviate from the explicit
Text.

Rectify, therefore, the utterances and omit some of the say-
ings and with gentle words and in a spirit of utmost purity
elaborate thou on the hardships of war and the advantages of
peace, on the benefits of harmony and the harms of discord,
on the readiness of the human world in these troubled times,
on the nearness of the realization of lasting peace through the
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assistance of God and the joyful tidings that have encompassed
the whole world, without protesting against anyone with a sin-
gle word of reproach, how much less against the rulers and the
kings of the earth, insofar as this is at variance with the explicit
Text of the Book.

I desired to make the corrections myself, but since time was
lacking no more than a small portion of the beginning of
the treatise could be revised. Its entirety, however, must
be amended by thine eminence with gentle words, lest any
one be hurt by its perusal, nay, rather, that all breasts may
become dilated by its reading, whether they be of those who
are in authority or not, inasmuch as the theme is sacred and
explicitly recorded in the Book.

Praised be God that thou art endowed with abundant gifts and
eloquent speech. I supplicate unto God that He may assist thee
in such wise that both sovereign and vassal may be pleased with
thee. He, verily, hath power over all things.

Ye may designate the publishing trust as ‘Kurdistan’ as ye have
indicated.
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O thou who hast dedicated thyself to the service of the Cause
of God! The wondrous letter which you had written to the
honored Haji was noted. Since he has gone to Ishqabad, this
servant will write a reply in his own hand despite lack of time.

Regarding staying in the land of Mim [Mazandaran], you are
permitted to do so in accordance with the wishes of the friends
and handmaidens of the All-Merciful. In truth, since that land
is the region and homeland of the Ancient Beauty, it is there-
fore of utmost importance, and it was for this reason that I
sent you to those parts. Even now, remaining in that country
is most fitting.

Certainly a soul like you is always needed and necessary in that
direction, therefore constant effort and striving must be made
so that that region may be stirred by the breeze of providence,
and God willing, like other provinces - nay, even greater than
them - it may blaze forth and cause commotion in the pillars
of contingent being.
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My name should be confined to “Abdul-Baha” in all writings.
This is the collective name which will gather all the people and
it is the strong fortress and protection of the Cause of God.
The beloved ones must limit themselves to this. However you
may mention me as the light of the love of God, the flame of
the guidance of God and the banner of peace and harmony. |
trust in God that you may ever be confirmed through the Holy
Spirit...

You must know this, that the principle of the divine foundation
is love, unison, oneness and the purity of intention. When love
is attained, the mystery of truth will then become manifest.
No one should adhere to different titles; one title (or station)
is enough, and it is, “Abdul-Baha.” All must agree to this word,
until the differences of opinion be removed from their midst.

But that which is essential to the acknowledgment of this word
(i.e., Abdul-Baha) is attraction to the love of God, service to
the Cause of God, diffusing the Word of God, severance from
all else save God, affinity, union and oneness, humility, meek-
ness, nothingness and servitude to the beloved of God. If one
does not become characterized with these attributes he has not
acknowledged the title (or station) of Abdul-Baha. Because
Abdul-Baha is the banner of the love of God, the lamp of the
knowledge of God, the herald of the kingdom of God, the com-
mander of the hosts of peace and reconciliation, and the orb of
union and harmony among all the nations of the world. Conse-
quently, every one in whose heart the love of Abdul-Baha has
irradiated must act in this manner. And when persons walk
and move in this path all differences shall be removed.

SW_ v08#15 p.212x
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O thou who art advancing toward God! Know verily that the
reign of Jesus was a spiritual reign, penetrative in the hearts
and the spirits and not ever the bodies, rocks and earth.

The fetters which Christ put on Satanis neck meant the break-
ing of his power, the hindering of his dominion and the dis-
persing of his assemblage through the power of Inspiration and
Revelation.

But as to those who deprive themselves of the Spiritual Table
and of the Fragrance of the Spirit of God, they are dead and
devoid of life. There is no immortality for them in this world
nor in the kingdom of God. As to the sincere believers, verily
they rejoice in the garden of the mercy of their Lord, are glad,
associate with one another and praise God for this bountiful
blessing.

O maid-servant of God, verily the Life of the world is a dream;
neither itself nor its happiness is of any important station, but
the great happiness is after the departure unto the Supreme
Friend, entrance into the Paradise of Immortality and the
Supreme Garden at the time of meeting and beholding.

BSTW#207c

AB03884

O ye friends of His Highness the Merciful!

A hundred thousand glad-tidings are descending at every mo-
ment from the Kingdom of Abha and thousands of the stars
of Bestowals are shining at every second from the horizon of
Providence. But the heedless souls like unto adamantine rock
do not receive any benefit from the Graces of God and the in-
ferior realities are shareless from the Bounties of the Superior
World. The crow and the gnat will never become the royal
eagle and the owl and the bat will not take the form of the
sweet nightingale.

Therefore you who have taken a share and a portion from this
Bestowal and have received an inexhaustible part from this
most Great Favor like unto the wine-adoring cup-bearers must
become intoxicated and taking into your hands this Divine
Chalice may cause to drink the immortal wine those who are
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the seekers of the Covenant of “am I not your Lord?” and in-
form the longing ones who desire to see the Beauty of Merciful
with the sweetness and charm of the Ancient Countenance.

DAS.1913-10-17

AB03886

Now you must engage in the service of the Cause of God with
the utmost firmness, steadfastness and resolution, and expend
day and night in the promotion of the Religion of God. Do
not unloose your tongues save for conveying the Message! Do
not behold save the Kingdom of Abha! Wish for no other
companion save the True One. Do ye not desire other associate
save turning thy face toward the Supreme Horizon. Do ye not
search for any other delicacy save the Heavenly Food, and do
ye not hope for any other sweetness save the love of the Beauty
of Abha.

Praise be to God, that the Standard of Victory is unfurled over
that region, and the fame of The Covenant has reached the ear
of every wise and intelligent person.

Spiritual means are prepared. The Merciful Table is spread
and the Banquet and the Feast of the Lord is inexhaustible.
Now is the time of attraction and ecstasy!—so that region may
become wholly illumined and that worthless dust be changed
into fragrant musk.

I declare by the Blessed Perfection [Baha'u’llah]-May my life
be a sacrifice to His believers—that if the believers arise to act
according to the good-pleasure of the Blessed Perfection, the
lights will be revealed, the mysteries discovered, the veils rent
asunder, the darkness dispelled, the verses of unity chanted,
and the melodies of the spiritual music of the Glorious Lord
sung!

Show ye an effort! Work unceasingly! Labor diligently—so
that the Everlasting Bounty be realized, Eternal Life be des-
tined, and the nostrils be perfumed with the Holy Fragrances!

SW__v05#01 p.005

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 107


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/s/sohrab_diary_letters_1913-1914_05.pdf#page=20
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_5/Issue_1

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

ABU1596

AB03889

O ye friends of God and assistants of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What
can I write and what can I say! That which is in the heart
can be neither translated into words nor written on paper and
that which can be moulded into phrases cannot express the
susceptibilities of heart and conscience; therefore I address you,
O ye real friends! Turn the mirrors of your hearts toward
Mine. Unquestionably the mysteries of this Heart shall become
reflected upon those hearts and the emotions of this longing
One will become evident and manifest in all the regions.

The world is black; the Divine Bestowal is Radiant. This black-
ness must be changed into light, and this narrow, dark sphere
must be transformed into a vast, illimitable universe of illumi-
nation. The body of the world is a dead corpse, it must be
resuscitated; it is withered it must be made fresh and bloom-
ing; it is extinct it must be made enkindled; it is the arena for
the expression of animosity it must be made the dawning-place
of love and good-fellowship; it is the origin for the emanation
of contention we must make it the axis around which revolves
unity; it is the exposition for the baser qualities which lead
to eternal disgrace we must make it the rising-point for the
refulgent rays of the Everlasting Glory.

The strangers must be instructed in the lesson of neighbourli-
ness; the heedless ones be made aware; the enemies must be
loved and the hateful ones be shown kindness. We must be-
come flaming torches and the burning Fire of God. We must
move this world and illumine this dark globe. All this depends
upon the effort of the friends and the sacrifice of the beloved
ones.

DAS.1913-08-26, SW_ v08#10 p.135-136x, ABIE.242, BLO_ PN#007

ABU1596

Among the deceptions of Mirza Muhsin Khan, the Iranian
Ambassador in Istanbul, was that one time he invited Shakir
Pasha, the brother of Grand Vizier Kamil Pasha, to his home
and made him understand that he was the foremost admirer of
the Most Glorious Station [Baha'u’llah]. Then Shakir Pasha
came to me and said the Ambassador had greatly praised and
commended you. The Ambassador’s purpose was on one hand
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to portray himself as a supporter of Baha’u’llah while on the
other hand to dig a deep pit for Him.

But I dealt with such persons the same way that Sa’id dealt
with the blind Shaykh. And I sent one of the government of-
ficials in Istanbul named As’ad Bey to the Ambassador who,
as appropriate to the conversation, said to him: “I heard you
instructed your staff not to tell you the local news of Istanbul
containing accounts of murder and plunder and such, because
due to weak nerves you cannot bear to hear such fearful and sor-
rowful news. So in such a state how can you resist Baha'u’llah
Who fears neither kings nor governments, but rather stands
against the whole world?”

Upon hearing these words the Ambassador sank into worry and
dread.
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If it is possible that every newspaper be completely dissoci-
ated from the Cause, so people know we have absolutely no
connection with newspapers and their reports have no connec-
tion with our thoughts, that would be very good. Things have
reached a point where I don’t even want to hear the word
“newspaper” because of all the difficulties I've encountered,
even though I have absolutely no connection with these mat-
ters. The friends in India wanted to establish a newspaper -
I forbade it. In the Caucasus they wanted to establish one -
I forbade it. But in Tehran I am perplexed, for if I forbid it
they may not accept it, otherwise I would definitely forbid it
by decree.

Our duty is to promote the manifest light - that is, we should
pursue whatever leads to human perfections and virtues and
the comfort and tranquility of the world of existence, not
thoughts and mentions that bear no fruit whatsoever in the
East, especially since we have no connection to them. We
have a different path.
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Now if any of the friends wishes to discuss political matters
in their own home or others’ gatherings, it would be better
if they first dissociate themselves from this Cause and every-
one knows they have no connection to this Cause - they know
this themselves - otherwise it will ultimately cause universal
harm, meaning it will disrupt our spiritual path and occupy
the friends with statements that cause their degradation and
deprivation.
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How simple and delicate it is, such that one imagines they
could write something similar! But alas, alas - not even one
word of it could they write. This style is what is called “eas-
ily inaccessible.” Ibn Quraya was the King of Poets, and once
when all the poets were present before the Caliph, each one
recited their laudatory ode and the Caliph praised them. But
Ibn Quraya was behind everyone and did not utter a word. So
the Caliph asked, “What happened to your ode?” He replied
that he had not composed an ode. The Caliph said, “No mat-
ter, compose even just two verses right now impromptu,” and
he spontaneously recited these two verses:

“The Caliphate came to you submissively,

Trailing its robes behind it;

It was not suitable except for you,

And you were not suitable except for it.”

And despite all the envy the poets bore him, they all showed hu-
mility before those two verses, even though they are extremely
simple and unadorned. And likewise is the letter of Ma'mun
to the governor of Egypt:

“Your complainers have increased and your appreciators have
decreased - so either be just or be dismissed.”

And the saying of Sahib ibn ‘Abbad:

“The glass was delicate and the wine was delicate,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

1n OE 0Ll & ) el g 65l i
sl ol 8 Sler Sl 25 il LT ucls
S 8 ol Ola Sl o) il LT
>y.b~w‘3‘5~lﬁ%.}a\:ﬁ~yu?¢'x
als 3 KNl 5 ‘4:;.\; Sodead S p
254 e B4 B ) (S S e
odedd § ey Al 55 0085 (51 4
r&g\ow{%g\ﬁm%u
OV G (g8 S abde oyl
SE e ) s 5T plix 3l S g s el
u\;\?&&).\d‘

aolae L) Lel

L3 Ll £

&N\ép:&rxs

U VI s S5
wx;ﬂjbﬁ\ﬁfc;m‘whj
S w5 g Slebl Cy 3 0L cad
o s wle Sl cbly ol
P e §12 Ol fal ol

o dass S5 B, S S8
Joncls

Dale g le U

I Cj)) Cl?j‘ d)w

110

ot

=~


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/430.pdf#page=25

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

ABU1604

So they resembled each other and appeared alike;

As if there were wine but no glass,
And as if there were glass but no wine.”

And all of these are called “easily inaccessible.”
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The veil of women prevents education and learning. The reli-
gious scholars went to extremes in this matter, even considering
it impermissible to hear women’s voices. Yet it is established
that Aisha, who was the consort of the Prophet, would sit and
people would ask her questions which she would answer. Dur-
ing the circumambulation of the Ka’bah she called out “No
face covering and no veill” And Sakinah, daughter of Imam
Husayn, would sit while poets would recite poetry in her pres-
ence and make her their judge. So it was permissible. Certainly
if one can be unveiled among a hundred thousand pilgrims, by
greater reason it should be permissible in other situations.

Furthermore, hands and face are not included in the veil -
rather the hair and other parts should be covered. This was
how it was in the early period, but later they added to it to the
point where they imprisoned women and prevented them from
education and learning, bringing them to the utmost degra-
dation. This is why Eastern women have remained backward.

Chastity is necessary and self-control is very important, but not
to the degree that it prevents education and learning, for the
Law of God establishes virtues - they should not be prevented
from acquiring virtues. Certainly an educated woman is better
than an ignorant one, but with preservation of chastity and
virtue.
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Muhammad-Javad had a brother in Istanbul who was suppli- NJB_ v12#06 p.126
cating and entreating God to become rich. The Blessed Beauty
prayed on his behalf and promised him prosperity.

After this, it so happened that much of the cotton warehouse
in Paris caught fire and burned up. Since this man was dealing
in cotton, his business soared. After he attained his goal and
became wealthy, he forgot all.

The Blessed Beauty sent someone to Istanbul to see why there
was no news of him. When he was contacted, he said to the
envoy, ‘God is in this box,” meaning that God is money.

The envoy returned and reported the situation to the Blessed
Beauty, who then became very sad. He said, ‘We will take it
from him the same way We gave it to him.

Before long he lost all his wealth and repented on His threshold.

The Blessed Beauty forgave him on the condition that he go to
Bakt and transcribe the revealed Tablets. He went there and
spent his time in transcribing. At the end, he died in poverty.

STAB#087

AB04176

To be typed.

LEID.Or4971-3

AB03943

To: Haji Ali Misri, in Anzali

O you servant of Truth! Your brief and wondrous letter arrived, 5 Joly Coay a2 4l :,> fody (¢!
and its contents were at the height of eloquence and rhetoric. 55 C&M 5 Colad Sl j5 Osenas

It was comprehensive in meaning yet concise, and though brief 2 Usd) dior 5 e s 0y ij\ C\ pe
in words, it was detailed in meaning. T <
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2 It is said that the most eloquent letter written in ancient times
was that of Solomon to Bilgis of Sheba. Its address was “It is
from Solomon, and it is in the name of God, the Most Merciful,
the Most Compassionate.” The text read: “Be not haughty
with me but come to me in submission.” Observe how concise
and beneficial it is - forbidding pride and haughtiness, which
is the root of all vices, and calling to submission, which is the
mother of all virtues. Thus it becomes clear that prolixity and
verbosity yield no fruit. A letter should be comprehensive in
meaning while being beneficial and concise in both word and
meaning.

In any case, though you are outwardly distant and physically
removed, in reality you are the focus of my attention and
extremely near and before my sight, for you are firm, steadfast,
established and unwavering. Today, divine nearness comes
through steadfastness in His Cause. Every steadfast soul,
though outwardly among the lowest people, is in reality drawn
near to the Most Glorious Kingdom and intimate with the
Supreme Concourse.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03979

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Among the manifest
signs of the hidden divine favors is that thou hast become
engaged in service to the Cause of God and, like unto a candle,
hast illumined the gathering of the world. Give thanks unto
God that thou hast attained to this greatest of bounties and
hast drunk from this cup of bestowal. Thou shalt witness the
effects of these bestowals in the Abha Kingdom.

Regarding what you wrote about Mulla Muhammad-‘Ali -
since you are journeying to the desired destination, bring
him with you by whatever means possible, show him the
utmost consideration along the way, and treat him with divine
attributes. And if perchance you hear from him words that
cause distress, you must certainly be forbearing and behave
in such an agreeable manner that he will be gladdened by
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your good care and respect. The purpose is that he may enter
the Holy Land in a spirit of joy and fragrance. God willing,
he may become so stirred by the divine breaths that he will
become eloquent.

You must be like the Spirit of Christ to all your companions, be-
coming the cause of eternal life. Make all the steadfast friends
vibrate with holy breaths. And upon thee be glory, and upon
all who are firm in God’s Covenant.

335 e (25l 33y O 5 ey 4 S
§ 548 Fe Ol &) Ol Lzl £,
335 LS

Sloms 73 057 CrAlae o LAl QLET
b Obys mm 5 gl Ol e
Se ) 5 L T 8 Sliy | 21,

A Gl de b K e s

MKT5.144

AB04203

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Bombay

O thou who strivest toward that most distant goal to spread
the fragrances of God!

Previously a telegram was sent to Iraq instructing you to pro-
ceed to India. After some time a letter arrived from you asking
about your duties. Another telegram was sent telling you to
proceed to India. The purpose was that India in these days is
the focus of attention and the goal is the dawning of lights in
those regions. Therefore, teachers are being sent from America
and Europe to that distant clime. The intention was that you
too should make a tour of those parts and meet with receptive
souls, thus engaging in teaching.

So set out for the abode of the Friend and turn toward the lu-
minous spot. Now you must travel and journey through Bom-
bay, Gujarat, Delhi, Lahore, Rangoon and Mandalay, and God
willing, teach and ignite some souls. After that you have per-
mission to attain the presence.

You must, like a brave army, achieve victories in those regions
and return to the center with utmost joy and delight, with
drums beating, conveying to all the friends and loved ones of
God the Most Glorious Greater Greeting.
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AB04022

To: Surush Kayqubad, in Bombay

O Surush! O servant with rings in ears! Although Surush is
hidden, yet his steed is galloping. Observe how this Surush
descended from heaven in Iran, yet galloped in East and West.
At times he raised an uproar in Iran, at times he galloped in
Turan. For a moment he raised a call in India, and sometimes
lifted up a cry in Europe. Once he shone forth in Iraq, and at
times he charged forth in Bulgaria. One day he encountered
Turks and Tajiks in Africa. Now he is making a mighty gallop
in the vast plains of America and causing great tumult and
commotion.

> The battle lines of nations are being successively broken, and
thousands of armies of peoples are repeatedly being routed
moment by moment. What power is this! What might is this!
What an alluring enchantress this is! What a radiant sun this
is] What a light of the greater world this is! How wonderful
this power! How marvelous this might! How wonderful this
strength! How glorious this majesty!

Despite these signs, a few like bats tried to hide this manifest
light and to make this brilliant sun wander, but they gained
no benefit and saw nothing but loss.
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AB12302

To: Bashir Ilahi, Mirza Aqa (Bashirus-Sultan) et al., in Bushihr

O ye friends of God and divine companions! It is the dawn of
Ramadan, with fasting by day and wakefulness by night. There
are a hundred thousand afflictions from strangers, and at ev-
ery moment waves from the sea of cruelty from acquaintances.
There are endless tribulations and trials from the unfaithful.
There is a general onslaught with sword and spear. Despite
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these boundless calamities, ‘Abdu’l-Baha is occupied with re-
membrance of the friends and is enkindled with the fire of love
for the companions. And with all these difficulties, trials and
endless calamities, praise be to the Ancient Beauty that the
fame of the Cause of God has encompassed East and West,
the divine kindled fire has blazed forth at the heart of contin-
gent being, and the standard of the Covenant waves at the pole
of the horizons. It is the power of the Cause of God that has
caused earthquakes in the pillars of the world, and the Sun of
Truth that has shone upon both West and East. It is the holy
fragrances that have perfumed the nostrils of the spiritually-
minded, the gentle breezes of the Divine Presence that have
bestowed eternal life. And upon you be the Glory, O loved
ones of God.
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AB04201

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be unto the
Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting Lord, Who hath illumined and
brightened the horizon of contingent being through the dawn-
ing of the Day-Star of the Covenant and Testament, Who hath
dispelled and removed the doubts of those who would limit
Him through the manifestation of the signs of unity, and Who,
through a shooting star and rising constellations, hath driven
away and pursued the dead of hypocrisy, the base of discord,
and the vile of the croakers, preventing them from ascending
to the zenith of the Covenant, that they might remain deprived
and forbidden from eavesdropping and hearing the mysteries of
the Day of Gathering. For not every fattened cow can prance
in the field of the Covenant, and not every broken-winged crow
can soar in the heights of recognition. Birds of the holy gar-
dens are needed to warble of the truths of the ancient covenant,
and lions of the valley of glory are needed to raise an uproar in
the expanses of steadfastness. The lamp of unity must be lit in
the glass of oneness, and the blessed tree must raise its height
in the paradise of unity. What business have earthbound fowl
with the boundless ocean? What yearning have the blind for
the radiant sun?

The Truth hath appeared like the shining sun
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Alas that It hath come to the city of the blind!
And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB04089

To: Bibi Rawhani, in Bushruyyih

O thou who art attracted to the divine fragrances.

Thy soul-burning melodies and fire-laden lamentations have
blazed on the tabernacle of God and ignited the hearts of the
denizens of purity. Thy cries and moans have reached the
Concourse on High and been heard by the spiritual ones in the
Abha Kingdom.

Now is the time for thee to bestir thyself!l Open thy lips to
tell of the teaching of the Cause of God and spread His divine
fragrances amongst His handmaidens. Thus like unto Holy
Spirit itself thou mayest give life to the dead and quicken the
bodies of human kind, like the breezes of paradise thou mayest
render this world a garden of Ridvan.

Take advantage of these days and appreciate each breath thou
takest. With every thought inspire the souls and at every mo-
ment revive thine mind with pure fragrances, with pleasant
perfume that shall bring breathings of life to the true seekers
amongst the handmaidens.

The Word of God is like the promise-laden winds of spring
and when this word can pass through spiritual lips it grants
the breath of life indeed and imparts spiritual salvation. It
transforms the pure earth into a rose garden and fills the hori-
zon of existence with the fragrance of musk.
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AB04026

To: Aqa Husayn-Ali nephew of Safi Ali Shah, in Firuzabad

O namesake of the Lord God! That Kind Friend manifested
Himself to contingent existence and illumined the horizons with
His eternal bounty, then ascended to the realm of placelessness.
Yet His outpourings are everlasting and His effulgences eternal.
His lamp is lit and His bounty adorns every branch and garden.
His sun is at its zenith and His moon diffuses over the horizons.
This appearance and concealment, visibility and invisibility,
rising and setting, night and day pertain to human existence
like us servants. Otherwise, the Sun of Truth has no rising or
setting, no descent or ascent, no manifestation or concealment.
It has ever been and will ever be radiant. Its ocean surges
and its lamp brilliantly illumines. The horizons are illumined
and its radiance reaches sea and land. Its Essence is ancient,
Its Names eternal, Its Attributes everlasting. It has ever been,
is, and will ever be. Though hidden from physical sight and
concealed from view, It is evident and manifest to spiritual
insight and souls. Its bounty is the life of both worlds. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04108

To: Fatimih Bagum (Daughter of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O blessed leaf! The longing to circumambulate the gathering-
place of the Supreme Concourse has kindled a blazing fire in
your heart and soul. Through God’s grace, the waters of hid-
den favors and spiritual outpourings will, God willing, bring
solace to this burning. All the holy leaves are visiting the
Sacred Threshold of the Divine Unity on your behalf and as
your representatives. Rest assured this visitation is accepted,
beloved and praiseworthy.

O blessed leaf! Although you endured tribulations in the path
of the Abha Beauty that were beyond human endurance, you
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will witness the comfort, joy and bounty of these hardships in
the Abha Kingdom, and you will find the doors of grace and
favor of the King of Oneness opened wide. The sacrifice you
offered was accepted. And upon you be glory.

Convey the Most Wondrous Abha Greetings to Aga Mahdi,
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God.

His Honor Aqa Mirza Jalal, descendant of the King of Martyrs
(may my spirit be a sacrifice for his martyrdom), is traveling
to those parts. You will surely show him the utmost love and
kindness in such way that the spirit of that martyr in the Abha
Kingdom will be gladdened. And upon you be glory.
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AB04027

To: Siyyid Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Isfahan

O Siyyid of the Worshippers! Although those books and
tablets were jeweled pages and a great treasure, yet the
original tablets are preserved and recorded in the divine
Kingdom of Abha. This was but a reflection of that Preserved
Tablet and that unfurled scroll. Therefore, no harm has come
to them, and you should be happy, joyful and delighted that
you have encountered such a tribulation in the path of God.

I beseech the Truth that, as recompense for that heart-burning,
you may find an illumined countenance and accumulated trea-
sure in the gathering of the Supreme Concourse, and that the
grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty may cause that mirror-
like breast to be expanded and enlightened with the contents
and meanings of those tablets, so that you may be enabled to
remain firm and steadfast in servitude to that Beloved of the
horizons.

This is the Preserved Tablet and this is the unfurled scroll that
is protected from the hand of every traitor. Do not trouble
the household members - it is ignorance and heedlessness and
disobedience. God willing, through your sincerity and good
conduct and through divine confirmations, they may become
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remorseful and repentant in the future. In any case, show
kindness.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04095

To: Mirza Mihdi Askaruf Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O Mahdi! The day is done and the sun is setting, and the pen of
‘Abdu’l-Baha has been bowing and prostrating since morning
until now. Now it gives another reply and swears that if it were
an Arabian steed or a Turkmen horse, it would have collapsed
by now and would not have lifted its head from prostration.
For God’s sake, leave me be or I shall weep bitterly.

I say “O Pen! This is Aga Mirza Mahdi Yazdi and his heart is
very dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Fear God! Do not falter! Submit
your head! Make this page the envy of the Garden of Iram!
Express longing! Make manifest the token of love! Write a
little! Describe somewhat! Then do whatever you wish - or else
I shall make you gallop under the lash of the whip until dawn,
and make your flesh and bones an offering of self-sacrifice!”

3 When the pen heard the severity of this address, in a broken,
weary and restless state it began to stir and galloped to the
end of the page. This is the story of ‘Abdu’l-Baha at sunset
from the horizon of the world.
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AB04105

To: School of Vahdat-i-Bashar, in Kashan

O ye tender seedlings in the garden of the love of God!
O ye fresh saplings in the meadows of the knowledge of God!

The sight of the flowering plants in a springtime garden is
delightful. The new-grown herbs shed abroad their pungent
fragrances, each blossom charms the eye with its particular
beauty, while the leaves and fruit are speedily burgeoning. And
when people find their way into the garden and gaze on the
beauty of the flowers, they inhale the perfume, their souls are
exhilarated and their hearts are solaced. Therefore, O ye who
are blossoms of heavenly twigs and the fruit on the tree of fel-
lowship, grow rapidly in this rare springtime and, with radiant
faces, turn your hearts to the court of the All-Hearing Lord,
saying:

O Thou Lord of wondrous grace!

5 Bestow upon us new blessings. Give to us the freshness of the

spring. We are saplings which have been planted by the fingers
of Thy bounty and have been formed out of the water and clay
of Thy tender affection. We thirst for the living waters of Thy
favours and are dependent upon the outpourings of the clouds
of Thy generosity. Abandon not to itself this grove wherein
our hopes aspire, nor withhold therefrom the showers of Thy
loving-kindness. Grant that from the clouds of Thy mercy may
fall copious rain so that the trees of our lives may bring forth
fruit and we may attain the most cherished desire of our hearts.

May the glory of God rest upon the people of Baha!
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AB12028

To: Mirza Muhammad Isfahani, in Kirmanshah

O servant of God! To ‘Abdu’l-Baha, homelessness is home and
the gloomy prison his nest. He seeketh a lofty mansion, but
in the world of God; he desireth the Frequented Fane, but in
the heavenly realm. An earthly edifice, even if raised as high
as the heavens, will ultimately become a ruin, nay, a dark-
ened tomb. Erecting edifices, palaces, mansions, and stately
homes is acceptable and praiseworthy in the religion of God,
but one should not become attached to them or set one’s affec-
tions upon them. The intention should be the advancement of
the world and the establishment of human civilization. A man
of true knowledge and understanding will build public struc-
tures, that is, places that belong to all—a house of worship, a
school to teach children of all ages, a hostel for travellers, a
hospital—for every public building is a divine edifice, eternal
and everlasting. Upon thee be greetings and praise.

This applies when there is capacity and ability, otherwise “God
does not burden any soul beyond its capacity.” Therefore if
with utmost desire you make your place a House of Worship,
its custodianship belongs to your noble son and distinguished
descendant. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03950

To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Kirmanshahan

O faithful servant of the Most Luminous Beauty! News of you
used to come from Tehran, now it comes from Kermanshah.
The Arab poet said: “It is not love of dwellings that has cap-
tured my heart, but rather love for those who dwell therein.”
Love of prosperity drew you to that land - very good and ap-
propriate. God willing, you will attain to glory and prosperity.
God willing, at that time you will have two prosperities and
beat the drum of Dhu’l-Qarnayn, confining the Gog of evil
suggestions and Magog of the intrigues of the foolish behind a
strongly-built barrier.
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Jenab-i-Hasan Aqga, upon him be the Glory of God the Most
Glorious, is among the old believers and attained the Most
Holy Presence in Iraq. Therefore his honor is dear. Helping
him is helping me, and caring for him is caring for me, nay it
is greater. And the Glory be upon you.

Give my most eager greetings to Jenab-i-Ghaffar and tell him:
Though absent you are present, though hidden you are mani-
fest - that is, you are beloved of the hearts of friends and men-
tioned in the gathering of companions. We are occupied with
your remembrance at the Sacred Threshold and intimate with
your memory in the sanctified meetings. Do not grieve over
separation, read the tale of near distance. Remember “Verily
I perceive the fragrance of the All-Merciful from the direction
of Yemen” and be at peace.
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To: Baha’is of Krukan et al., in Kurugan

O love-intoxicated souls attracted to the Peerless Beloved!

When the Quintessence of Beauty turned His face towards the
mirror of His glory and that ravishing countenance was re-
flected in the world of humanity, He taught the friends the
ways of true love. At one time He demonstrated how to sac-
rifice Himself in the field of detachment. At another, He ac-
cepted captivity in the chains of affliction and the darkness of
prison. One time He was beaten severely and at other times
He had to face the threat of His enemies. And yet one more
time he was exiled to Iraq and banished to the furthermost
territories of Bulgaria where He spent His days in hardship
under the cruellest of calamities. His breast was the target
of every arrow and His sacred throat pierced by every single
dagger. His afflictions stretched from Persia to the land of the
Canaanites, from the land of Syria to a mighty citadel in the
Most Great Prison. And He underwent all these sufferings so
that the friends might learn the lessons of love and be trained
in the ways of ardour and attraction.

Let us, therefore who have been ravished by the beauty of
His luminous countenance and are the lovers of His fragrant
tresses, follow His path now, in His way. Let us all become
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candles of faithfulness that burn for Him! Let us shed His

light of guidance all around!
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AB04140

To: Spiritual Assembly of Kushkik, in Kushkak

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Praise be to
God that in this divine springtime and heavenly season, when
the breath of eternal life has been wafted upon illumined re-
alities, you have gathered beneath the banner of “O Glory of
the Most Glorious!” Like birds in the meadow perched on cy-
press and jasmine branches, you have engaged in praising and
glorifying the All-Merciful with the most wondrous melodies.

You are intoxicated with the wine of truth and joyful in this
flower garden of the Lord of Oneness. You wear the robe of
guidance and have the shade of Baha'u’llah’s bounty over your
heads. You have been freed from the delusions of crows and
ravens, and been moved to ecstasy by the song of the singer
of rose garden and meadow. You have heard the melody of
the Concourse on High and listened to the warbling of the
nightingale of the garden of guidance. You have partaken of
the heavenly feast and become sharers and partners in the
bounty of the Abha Kingdom.

This is the great grace and bounty that has encompassed the
people of Baha. Therefore, with utmost joy and gladness, hap-
piness and delight, arise to thank God for these divine favors,
that the truth of “If ye be thankful, I will increase you” may
be fulfilled. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Baha’is of Maryamabad

He is the Light ey St

O friends in Maryamabad, may their souls be as gardens! Let
them read: He is the Kind Friend. O pure friends of God! All
the vast multitudes of the world are watching and waiting to
see that King remove His veil and that enchanting Face reveal
itself like the sun and moon, and to catch the musk-scented
fragrance of that World-Sheltering Beloved. When that World-
Protecting Sovereign and Kind Friend removed the veil and
made the lofty pavilion of heaven His royal crown’s dwelling
place and placed the diadem of glory upon His head, all turned
away their faces, closed their eyes, fell asleep, concealed the
mystery, spoke not a word, and strung not the pearls of wisdom.
You who are of noble lineage and from the root and foundation
of Iran - open your eyes and give ear! Hear the voice of the
divine messenger, drink from the cup of the Covenant, and
strive that in this feast you may become a bright lamp, and
in this battle, with banner and steed and armor, outstrip the
others and excel the strangers. Become aware and gain insight
and hearing. Seek vigilance, desire salvation, wish for nobility
- s0 that you may become stars in the heaven of God. Blessed
are you, blessed are you, O brothers!

el sl (K ol sl 65 0L
Olay, JE oLl ) Ol Cawnps sl
5y dely e Oler oy 0sS Fad
03558 o o 5 ol OF Il 03, * 4t
3t Od)s 5 ol s g O ks (63, O
S OF O o0l s O (58
Syl s oty a5 O sb O 5 Oller
5ol e P ges sl LS
5 AN G 4@ sl s 635 !
CF 5 e 3y 5 Ani g Kol on s ol
.\gl?;\jfuimgb\;ﬁ;).\;ﬁé
S5 s & i Ol oay o) s
g Olg, il a2 oy e Sl Al 13
w5 G El px 00 8 w K
BINT RG-SR SER N SRV ST
LT e O 315 a8 sy, OIS
bt dph 1eh oy wef Ly sl
K T S el ey A
s s Olel Olisl Oloy Ol 5o b

Dol 6l 8 e Lzt 8 Jle

YARP2.256 p.222

AB04131

To: Baha’is of Mashhad

...O Beloved of hearts! Cherish Your steadfast friends and dis-
tinguish the mirror of their hearts from all else, that the melody
and song of the people of mystery may reach the Kingdom of
the Self-Sufficient, and souls may become intimates of the love
and affection of the Beloved.

O Kind One! Make Your friends illumined, make them merci-
ful, make them divine, make them heavenly, make them godly,
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that each may become, in the rose-garden of oneness, a nightin-
gale of detachment, trilling the anthem of sanctification and
explaining the meanings, awakening the heedless, making the
ignorant mindful, rendering the unlearned wise, and showing
the path of guidance to the lost. You are the Refuge and Shel-
ter of every conscious servant, and You are the Succorer of
every helpless sinner.

O Forgiving Lord! Your friends have endured abundant perse-
cution and are captive in the hands of the vainglorious. They
maintain a state of gratitude and, amid the tempest of tribula-
tion, raise the song of joy, and with bird-like melodies astound
minds and consciousness. Manifest the effulgences of Your fa-
vors and grant justice to the oppressors. Make strangers into
friends and transform others into companions. O Merciful and
Compassionate One! Bestow Your great bounty and lavish
Your ancient mercy. You are the Generous, the Kind, and the
Mighty Lord. There is no God but You, the Powerful, the
Confirmer, the Successful, the Helper.
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AB04187

To: Habibullah son of Ismullah-i-Asdagq, in Mashhad

O descendant of him who was attracted by the holy fragrances
and perceived from the Blessed Spot, from the right side of the
Mount, the divine fire kindled in the Sinai Tree - upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory of God.

Whatever flowed from the spiritual pen regarding the men-
tion of the Beauty of the All-Merciful and the arrival of His
Honor Mahram and His Honor Sina, upon them both be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, and regarding the firmness and
steadfastness of the loved ones of God in the Covenant and Tes-
tament of the Beauty of God and their intense enkindlement
with the fire of the love of God - all was noted and became the
cause of gladness of hearts and expansion of breasts.

Praise be to the Divine Unity who, through His great grace
and bounty, has raised up souls who, in these days when the
breezes of tests are stirring, remain firm and steadfast in the
Cause of God. Blessed are they and excellent is their abode.
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As you are the descendant of that ascended noble one, God
willing you must be “the child is the inner reality of the fa-
ther” and the luminosity of your character must match the
spirituality of your lineage - meaning that as you are born of
his physical element, you must be a branch of the element of
his heart and soul, and this is proven through his qualities and
attributes.
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AB03976

To: Mustawfi, Mirza Buzurg (Khurasan), in Mashhad

O you who are firm in the Covenant! You are ever before My
sight and in My presence, and though you are at home, you
are perpetually journeying - that is, ascending from the realm
of the earthly world to the zenith of the celestial realm, and
traveling from creation to the Truth.

The eternal bounty of the Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him) is all-encompassing and perfect, and you
are a worthy and capable servant. Surely this bounty must
show its influence and its confirmation must become manifest.

May you become successful in attaining human virtues and
be confirmed with the divine breaths. May you become the
essence of spirit and the reality of light. May you become an
example to the free and the choicest of the righteous. May you
become a precious pearl in the shell of the love of God and a
royal gem in the crown of the knowledge of God.

May you become wholly forgetful of self and sacrifice all exis-
tence, comfort, life, attachment, tranquility and freedom in the
path of love for the Blessed Beauty, to such a degree that no
trace of existence remains. Then will the lights of Baha shine
forth and the qualities of the Supreme Concourse become man-
ifest.

And since this station is attained through poverty, evanescence,
abasement and tribulation, one becomes successful in the great-
est service and confirmed in servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO03916

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Mazandaran

O handmaiden of Baha! I could find no name or title greater
and more noble with which to praise you. Today the greatest
of names, titles, praises and attributes is that which indicates
servitude at the Sacred Threshold. Therefore strive with heart
and soul so that the reality of this title may be embodied in
you and its signs may become manifest and evident from your
spirit, soul, limbs and members.

You are always before my sight and in my presence. From the
bounties that the Ancient Beauty bestowed upon that Pride of
Martyrs, Master of the Righteous, and Leader of the Free who
ascended unto God, I hope that you may be assisted to serve
at the Threshold of Oneness in all conditions. And praise be
to God, you have always been and continue to be the object of
His gracious favors, and at the Threshold of His Lordship you
are a distinguished and favored handmaiden. This is a special
bounty, and upon you be glory.

Convey greetings and praise to the handmaidens of God. Con-
vey loving greetings to Aqa Siyyid Mahmud and Siyyid Aqajan.
They are always in my sight and honored at the Divine Thresh-
old. And this is glad tidings that will cause faces to beam and
eyes to be consoled. And upon you be glory.
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AB03917

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Mazandaran

O handmaiden of Baha! I remember you constantly and be-
seech God that you may become a sign of sanctification and
the cause of spirituality among all the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful in those regions.

The letter of proofs that arrived from Aqa Siyyid Murtada was
answered but no news has been received so far. Similarly, a de-
tailed prayer was written commemorating the sign of guidance
who ascended to God, Aqa Siyyid Muhammad-Rida, copies of
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which were sent to all regions including Mazindaran, but no
word has been received of its arrival either.

In any case, guide the relatives of that one ascended to God
that they must keep his lamp burning and make his field a rose
garden. Day and night they must strive to kindle the fire of
the love of God and make the homeland of the Ancient Beauty
the envy of the gardens of Paradise.

O handmaiden of Baha! Days pass and breaths come to an
end. Each of the loved ones must plant a sapling in the garden
of existence and chant a verse from the manifest verses of the
Ancient Beauty in the monasteries of the Kingdom.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ahmaduf, Muhammad Bagir (Son of Haji Ahmad Milani)

O thou who art attracted by the sanctified fragrances! In this
Most Great Cycle and Dispensation of the Ancient Beauty,
when the infinite bounty of God is pouring down like the
spring rain, strive and make an effort that thou mayest attain
a supreme success and gain an abundant portion.

For this Cause of the Ancient Beauty is like the Most Great Sea
and the Most Glorious Treasury - each one partakes according
to their capacity. Some take a drop, some take a sip, some take
a pool, and some, the more they drink, the more their thirst
increases and their ardor intensifies, for there is no end to the
infinite bounty and no beginning or end to the perfections of
the Sun of Truth.

Thus it becomes clear that the ocean of generosity is boundless
and the Most Holy Outpouring is endless. Yet provisions are
apportioned and blessings are according to capacity.

Therefore, O seeker of the bounty and generosity of the
Sovereign of existence, raise high thy resolve and make noble
thy aims, that thou mayest be filled to overflowing with these
invisible bestowals like a cup of giving, and mayest become,
like the temple of faithfulness, all light from head to foot.
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And glory be upon thee and upon the righteous and chosen
ones who are illumined by the light of the Chosen One.
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AB03945

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyanduab

O true servant of God! Your letter was noted and its contents
understood. Praise be to God that from its gardens of mean-
ings, the delightful fragrances of sincerity in the Cause of God
were inhaled, and from the dawning-places of its words, the
lights of firmness and steadfastness were witnessed.

And this befits one such as you, for you have been nurtured for
many years under the shadow of grace, have drunk from the
spring of divine mercy, have held fast to the hem of the robe
of grandeur, and have been aware of all matters.

Several weeks ago, a general letter and one specifically ad-
dressed to you were sent. Now also, since your letter has ar-
rived, a reply is being sent. Due to the multitude of difficulties
and occupations, it was not possible to write individually to all
the friends. However, for those two individuals who requested
permission for pilgrimage, and whose permission was delayed
due to wisdom in the Cause - so that they would not become
saddened, a special letter was written. And since you had in-
sisted regarding Aqa Muhammad, a few lines were also written
to him.

And upon you be the glory, and upon all who hold fast to the
strong cord.
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AB03909

To: Baha’is of Isfahan et al., in Najafabad

O loved ones of God! Give thanks that in this divine spring-
time you have been gathered together in the Paradise of Recog-
nition, beneath the shade of the Tree of the All-Merciful, under
the banner of the Word of God. Out of love for the Beauty
of the Divine Unity you have rent your garments and discov-
ered the pure realm, ascending to the lofty heights of heaven.
This is not the height and loftiness of the earthly world, for its
loftiness is but lowliness and its height is but degradation and
baseness without light and radiance. Rather, what is meant
is the endless height and the infinite loftiness that belongs to
God. This loftiness dwells in the divine Court, and this height
resides in the Most Great Throne of the All-Merciful. All ex-
istence and being lie at the depths of this summit and height,
and all loftiness and grandeur exist under the shade of this
heavenly exaltation. Observe with what bounty you have been
specially favored and with what grace you have been blessed
- that which the very essences of existence longed for. There-
fore, in thankfulness for this supreme blessing and gift, move
in accordance with the qualities and attributes of the Ancient
Beauty, so that the holy lights of the Cause of God may illu-
mine all horizons. And glory be upon all who stand firm and
steadfast in God’s mighty Covenant and Testament.
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AB04134

To: Ghulam Husayn cousin of Rahmatullah et al., in Najafabad

O friends! The grace of the Lord has ordained that the cup
of tribulation should always be full to overflowing for ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. At all times, this servant yearns to sacrifice his life in
the path of the Manifest Beauty, the Luminary of the East and
West, the Sun of the Two Horizons.

And I hope from the favors of my Lord that He may cause
the blood of this frail body, which is as weak as an ant, to
be spilled in the path of His love, and that He may cast this
wretched frame upon the black earth in the field of sacrifice. If
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this bounty is attained, then from the very reality of my being
and essence of my spirit will rise the cry of “O what joy is
mine! O what bliss is mine!”

Otherwise, I will hasten to the next world in utter dejection,
withering, and despair, for the essence of this servant will have
proven fruitless and will have departed this world without ben-
efit. There is no greater regret than this and no deeper sorrow.
Would that my day were the day my blood is spilled upon the
earth in thirst!

And upon you be the Glory, O loved ones of God.
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AB04146

To: Margaret M Sprague, in New York

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances from the gardens
of the Kingdom!

Your recent letter has reached me and I perceived from its
meanings what stirs in your illumined heart of the ardent love
of God which has been kindled in the Sinai Tree of Truth. I say
to you that when that fire blazes between the ribs and bowels,
one desires nothing except the mystery of sacrifice and rushes
to the arena of supreme martyrdom, crying out and saying: “O
my Lord and my God! Grant me that overflowing cup filled
with all divine bounties!” And his face becomes radiant upon
the ascension of his spirit to the Supreme Concourse.

And if my Lord ordains for me this supreme gift, I will address
you from that most exalted realm and send you spiritual letters
which express the holy fragrances that perfume the horizons.

I saw your photograph and prayed God to make your spiritual
image reflected in the mirror of possibility through a true light
shining upon the horizons.

All the believers, men and women, in this blessed spot, espe-
cially the divine leaves, send you greetings and praise and wish
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to meet you one day. I beseech God to baptize you at all times
with the water of life and the fire of the love of God.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Agqa Muhammad Javad Qazvini

O steadfast one in the Covenant and firm one in the Testament!
You have always been mentioned in the Most Holy Court and
renowned in the assemblage of the All-Merciful. You have al-
ways worn the crown of steadfastness and sheltered beneath
the shadow of providence, encompassed by the glance of the
eye of the All-Merciful. Now too, praise be to God, you are
a bright candle in the gathering of the Covenant and a fruit-
ful tree in the garden of the Testament. Gird up the loins of
service and servitude and sacrifice yourself in the Cause of the
Ancient Beauty.

Today the Ship of God’s Cause is surrounded by the hurri-
canes and tempests of doubts. Only through the holy breezes
of the Covenant and the power of the Testament can it be
preserved and reach the haven of salvation and the shore of
life. Therefore, O pure servant of the Ancient Beauty, arise
and strive so that weak souls may become firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and wavering realities may hold fast to the
sure handle. The hosts of the Abha Kingdom support you and
the angels of the Supreme Concourse assist you. And glory
be upon you and upon every one firm and steadfast in God’s
Covenant.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to all the
assured, steadfast, firm and constant leaves who are in that
prosperous house, and glory be upon you.
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To: Attar, Muhammad son of Shawkat Khanum et al., in Qazvin

O relatives of His honor Nabil the steadfast and firm! That il- L §5 Fl b o O s ()
lustrious person has made beautiful mention of you in his brief S a2 O )&" s u"‘*‘\ Iy L

letter, and complete satisfaction with that writing was under-
stood and known. What could be better than that pure heart
having and continuing to have the utmost contentment with
you, for the hearts of the friends of Baha are mirrors reflecting
the Abha Kingdom. Therefore his satisfaction is evidence of
God’s satisfaction, and his gratitude is proof of acceptance at
the Divine Threshold. How wonderful it is for you to have such
a blessed soul as intercessor and such a pure spirit as guide on
the path.

He mentioned your names with such love that it moved Abdul-
Baha and produced the utmost joy and delight. And upon you
be glory, and upon you be praise, and upon you be the greatest
mercy, and for you is the mighty gift, and ordained for you is
all that is desired, and light and mercy be upon you in the first
and last worlds.
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AB04081
To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)
O Herald of the Covenant! S

When the Beloved of all horizons shone forth from the
Dawning-Place of hopes, He bestowed upon the world and its
peoples a ray from the reality of sanctification. That brilliant
light encompassed all perfections and conferred all bounties.
Upon every atom it fell, it became a sun; upon every drop
it struck, it became an ocean. Upon the crown of every ant
it shone, it became a Solomon; upon the eye of every gnat
it gleamed, it became a celestial eagle. Upon every land
it dawned, it became a holy city; upon every region it was
revealed, it became a pure Paradise of Delight.

Praise be to God that the ray of the Lord of Dawning shone
upon Qazvin with utmost power and warmth. The luminosity
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of the Covenant encompassed that goodly city. Thus, through
divine assistance and bounty and the pure intentions of those
divine friends, day by day that city grows brighter and the
fragrance of its garden becomes more perfumed.

Until now, this wanderer has continually inhaled from that city
the sweet scents of sincerity, joy and the stirrings of the love
of God. Blessed are they and excellent is their abode! Glad
tidings unto them from the bounty of their Lord, the Merciful,
the Compassionate!

Convey the yearning greetings of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all. And

upon them be salutations and praise.

,u\wu,uﬁfwu,:&u\,
LM\)}J)}) dl.z?“) dbL O\ 94*@-“0 uL

)‘}MIJJL&‘ w\m.\, ‘44\)) :;fwj)

Ol A1 51 o,lyl o oylsd Ji2 b
VO [ R N R P P
o pd A b e s b sk Al
(;;)‘ ;f*:” Vwa
N;c,ouj@e\);@wm\swgi
Ay 2ol

AYBY.356 #037

AB04014

To: Baha’is of the world, in Qazvin

O friends of the Abha Beauty! It is late afternoon and the
north wind is blowing fiercely like a tempest, and a group
is present while this servant is occupied with thoughts of old
friends and helpers of every servant of the Great Lord. Con-
sider that no obstacle prevents remembrance of your faces and
no compulsion intervenes. Thus it became clear and evident
that when a person turns with heart and soul toward a mat-
ter, even Alexander’s wall cannot intervene nor can the drawn
sword of the attacking enemy prevent it.

Today the Ancient Beauty calls out to His loved ones from the
invisible Kingdom and the undoubted Realm of Might saying:
O longtime friends, now is the time to make your feet firm and
steadfast, and with complete strength preserve the Covenant
and Testament and protect the mighty fortress of the Covenant
from the assault of the rejected ones. Gird up your loins to
serve the Cause of God and sacrifice your lives in His path.
How fortunate is the face that becomes crimson with the blood
of martyrdom, and how blessed is the neck that is bound in
chains in His path.

The ultimate desire of this servant at the threshold of the Abha
Beauty is to sacrifice life in the field of martyrdom. And glory
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be upon all who give up their spirits and hasten to the place
of sacrifice in the path of God.

Gl gl dlar bl s o) JUT 2l

domgy g8) oo B o sl 5 G5 Ol o
B o 3 o140 ate U s

MKTS8.087

AB04135

To: Baha’is of Rafsanjan

...O Kind Lord! These souls are servants of Thy threshold and
true guardians. Day and night they are aflame with the fire of

Thy love and are intimate with the breathings of Thy holiness.

They have no purpose save Thy good-pleasure and seek no
desire except reunion with Thee. Like unto candles they burn
and melt, and like unto nightingales they are companions to
melody and song. Each one in Thy Most Glorious Paradise
utters Thy praise, drinks from the stream of Thy mercy, strives
to exalt Thy Word, and burns and boils with the fire of Thy
love.

O Lord! Grant these birds of the meadow of Thy love a nest
and shelter in the garden of reality, and make them intimate
companions in the feast of prosperity through songs of ecstasy
and joy, delight and gladness. Pour down the rain of mercy, set
in motion the ocean of bounty, waft the breeze of providence
and shed the light of favor, that each one may remain firm
and steadfast as a mighty mountain upon this weighty and
impregnable Covenant, may open their tongues in thanksgiving
for Thy favors, and may each become a sign of Thy divine
unity and a clear proof from the perspicuous Book. Thou art
the Kind Lord and Thou art the Munificent One. Verily, Thou
art the Generous, the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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AB08659

To: Ahmad Bagiruf, in Rasht

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received,
but the occupations which thou hadst observed, and moreover
weakness and illness of constitution, prevented a reply from
being issued until now. Praise be to God that in this journey
thou wert successful and victorious, and confirmed in service to
the All-Forgiving Lord. Especially did the matter of his honor
Ibtihaj cause the utmost joy and gladness. If the authorities
were to become aware how the Blessed Cause in this regard
is the means of connection and fellowship between ruler and
ruled, they would surely attain the heights of joy.

Praise be to God that in the Baha’i Cause there are no ignorant
prejudices - the Baha'i knows neither racial prejudice, political
prejudice, nor religious prejudice. From whatever center he
observes the lights of justice shining forth, he is attracted to it,
whether it be from the East or from the West, from the South
or from the North - “And unto God belong the East and the
West.”

Praise be to God that the Baha’is are free from every bond.

They regard all humanity as God’s sheep and God as the true
Shepherd, Who is kind to all. They consider the surface of the
earth as one homeland and all races as one race. They desire
service to the world of humanity. Therefore they are free from
every bond.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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To: Mubsirul-Mulk brother of Saidul-Mulk et al., in Rasht

...0 two faithful servants of the Blessed Beauty! Though ye
have endured abundant afflictions and tribulations in the path
of the Beloved, and suffered grievous hardships, and been made
the target of the enemies’ persecution and the object of the
ignorant ones’ blame; though from every direction an arrow
was loosed, and from every quarter blew fierce tempests - yet
these tribulations and these trials were encountered in the path
of that Peerless Friend, and these sorrows and sufferings were
borne in love for that faithful Companion, and Abdul-Baha too
shareth and partaketh thereof. We must ever render thanks to
the one true Lord that strangers are deprived of this bounty
while His loved ones are favored and blessed thereby. For not
every ignorant one is worthy of trials in God’s path, and not
every ungrateful one deserveth the afflictions of love’s way. The
candle must be lit, and the moth of love must burn - not every
bird is fit for such sacrifice, and not every creature worthy
of such offering. Though the tests in these days are beyond
measure or end, yet the grace and favors of God are likewise
boundless and infinite. I am ever mindful of your tribulations
and beseech from God steadfastness and constancy. These
afflictions are as seeds sown - ere long ye shall observe how
they have become bountiful harvests and yielded infinite grace.
Upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB04163

To: Aqa Muhammad Hasan et al., in Sabzihvar

...O my illumined friends! In this darksome night, from the
hidden Herald, a call reached the spiritual hearing: “O yearn-
ing one! The time has come to engage in praising the people
of unity and to remember the radiant friends of the horizons.
Be thou the cause of joy and gladness to the loved ones, let
the listeners hear the song of the birds, raise a new melody,
and sound a fresh tune on harp and lyre, that hearts may
quiver, souls be attracted, spirits be set ablaze, and ears hear
the anthem from the Supreme Concourse. Let tongues become
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eloquent, faces radiant, souls become like towering palm trees,
and in steadfastness and constancy become like lofty moun-
tains. Let rapture and bliss encompass all, grief and sorrow be
dispelled, eyes be filled with tears, and faces be suffused with
light. Let stillness be transformed into ecstasy, and patience
and calm be changed to restlessness. Let mysteries be revealed,
the sleeping be awakened, the withered be refreshed, the trou-
bled find rest, the deprived become privy to secrets, the insane
become wise and mindful, the blind see and the deaf hear, the
lifeless become aflame, and the lost be found.

O friends! This is the time of wakefulness, not sleep; life, not
death; movement, not stillness; consciousness, not unconscious-
ness. This is the era of the Blessed Beauty, the century of the
Greatest Name. The melody is new, the tune is fresh, it is the
song of the birds, the rose-garden of delight and joy. Count the
time as precious and let not opportunity slip away. As much
as ye can, shine forth, hasten onward, seize, adorn, and find
rest. Sacrifice your lives, show forth kindness, become celestial,
become divine, become heavenly, become godly, that ye may
obtain a result from life and bring forth fruit from the tree of
existence.
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AB04060

To: Abu’l-Qasim son of Safar Ali, in Shahrud

O you who are illumined by the lights of guidance from the
Supreme Kingdom!

What you had written was considered. It had sweet fragrances
and delightful perfumes. You were grieved and heartbroken
at the ascension of the brothers. Never be sorrowful and de-
pressed, or grieved and wounded, at the ascension of souls to
the Kingdom of Vision, for when the birds of paradise soar to
the holy gardens it is cause for joy, not mourning, and occasion
for gladness, not regret. If due to companionship and fellow-
ship, separation causes some distress, there is no harm in this,
but it should be with moderation, not to a degree that causes
illness.
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Therefore, henceforth you should be in the utmost joy and
gladness, and in complete delight and happiness, for praise be
to God, you are intoxicated from the cup of the Friend and the
brothers are wine-drinkers in the tavern of the Kingdom.

We beseech the favors of His Holiness the Self-Subsisting, that

He may treat your forgiveness-manifesting father with grace.

Verily when the breezes of His grace pass over the barren
deserts of disobedience and the lifeless wilderness of rebellion,
they become verdant and produce every kind of beautiful
growth.

5 And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds. And glory be
upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast in God’s
Covenant and His mighty Testament and His noble Cause.
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AB03955

To: Abbas Ali Imadabadi, in Shiraz

O moth of the candle of God’s love! What flowed from your pen
was read with the utmost joy. Praise be to God that it showed

the radiance of steadfastness and the gleaming light of firmness.

It bore the sign of servitude and possessed the sweetness of love
for the Beauty of Oneness. Today the greatest of all matters is

steadfastness in the Covenant of the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to
Jinab-i-Ustad Ahmad Zarqani. As in these days this land is
in turmoil, this servant makes the pilgrimage to the threshold
of the Supreme Concourse on his behalf, and near the Holy
Shrine prayers for forgiveness are offered for Jinab-i-Mulla
Muhammad-Sadiq, upon whom be the Most Glorious Glory
of God. Say: Glad tidings be unto thee of this promise which
the Supreme Concourse longeth for!

Convey heartfelt Most Glorious greetings to Jinab-i-Karbila’i
Asadu’llah Fath-Abadi, upon whom be the Most Glorious
Glory of God. And we keep Mirza Yadu’llah in mind and do
not forget him. I swear by their precious souls that in these
days it is not possible to write individual letters to each one
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- even if ten secretaries were present they could not manage
to answer all the letters, let alone the individuals mentioned
in the letters. However, this servant is always occupied with
mentioning them at the Holy Threshold.
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AB04040

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali et al., in Shiraz

O ye two brilliant stars in the heaven of the love of God! At
all times we supplicate and beseech the Kingdom of the Man-
ifest Beauty that those two twin trees in the garden of the
training and favor of the Ancient Beauty may be fresh and
verdant through the outpourings of the bounties of the Abha
Kingdom, and that both inward and outward confirmations
may encompass and surround them. Soon the effects of these
divine favors will become evident and manifest. Blessed are ye
both and excellent is your final abode.

His honor Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’llah Khan has been the recipient
of the special favors of the Most Great Oneness and is firm and
steadfast in the Covenant and Testament of the All-Merciful,
and fresh and verdant through the fragrances of the gardens
of grace. From all directions consideration and diligence in
facilitating their affairs is necessary and obligatory. Indeed,
means should be provided that will bring about their comfort
and spiritual delight.

And the Glory be upon the people of Baha there, and convey
my longings to them all.

His honor Mirza ‘Abdu’llah will soon arrive in that land from
Mecca and Bombay. On this journey he endured much hard-
ship and difficulty in the Hijaz. In return for this toil, God
willing, he will find the utmost joy and delight in the vicinity
of the House of God.
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AB03980

To: Dhabih (Mirza Isma’il Khan Munshi), in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Today firmness and
steadfastness are the balance of the Supreme Concourse and
the Abha Kingdom. “Then, as for him whose scales are heavy,
he shall be in a pleasing life. But as for him whose scales
are light, abysmal fire shall be his mother.” How blessed then
are those souls who, like a mountain of iron, remain firm and
unshaken, and woe to those souls who, from weakness, are like
straw in the hands of every satanic whisper. “The likeness of a
good word is as a good tree, whose root is firmly fixed and its
branches reach to heaven,” and “the likeness of an evil word
is as an evil tree, uprooted from upon the earth, having no
stability.”

2 Now thou and I must, God willing, gird up the loins of servi-
tude to the Ancient Beauty and strive with heart and soul to
exalt the Word of God, so that in the horizon of the world
the lights of eternity and the fragrances of the Greatest Name
may be diffused, the darkness of temporal conditions may van-
ish, and in the pivot of existence the Beloved of divine perfec-
tions may unveil His countenance, and in the assemblage of
the horizons the countenance of the All-Merciful may appear
resplendent. Strive, O dear one, for this is the time of striving
and effervescence, inasmuch as the favors of the Truth and His
chosen ones are thy companions, and the confirmations of the
Abha Kingdom are thy fortunate helpers. The Glory be upon
thee.

Mb%}‘}»wwtﬂ‘}WbWL}
dﬁ Ls-ww\f 58 sl s u»*’z.@;
ab W e 0 ) Olud S 5o
3TN G e s oot Wl 2 3
G o S| By 5 tS s UK J

B o bbb 2N

;;;xplc,:“;&hu\.\j\{j}ydl, 2
;‘«KLSW\)JJJJOLQJ‘Q-LJ(-\SJL?“
By sl 02 UL nffﬁ;a (..l:'.r—\
& wAl OVE s sy sy 5y
O}X?g;;L?'JMLdBTJ.&;)J} .‘&L'Li:
Okt 5 O3S 23 § Ul S5 Lt
e d G Olols 3= lle § an il
T 5 s b gl oS b

Se

INBA84:276b, MMK6+#613

AB04036

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz

O nightingale of the rose-garden of divine knowledge! Endless
occupations, sudden events, exigencies of the time, and the
great spread of the Cause of the All-Merciful have compelled
‘Abdu’l-Baha to fall short. Therefore, He cannot properly
maintain continuous correspondence with the friends as He
should. What can I do? The Abha Beauty has spread
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His Cause throughout the horizons and has made the fame
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s servitude to His Holy Threshold world-
embracing, and for this reason has made the occupations
endless. Therefore the one who is compelled is excused, and
accepting an excuse is a righteous deed. By the light of His
Kingdom, I swear that my desire is to engage every moment
in mentioning, remembering and corresponding with His
divine friends, not resting for a moment or drawing a breath
except to be their confidant and in harmony and unity with
them. I hope from His boundless grace that He will make the
spiritual bonds so firm and strong that there will be no need
for pen and paper. The purpose is to be ever a companion and
intimate friend, and always an associate and close companion.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

O Lord! Name the delight of the eyes with what You have
bestowed upon him through the Beloved in Your Kingdom and
his Lord in the cradle of spirituality in the realm of the dawning
of the lights of Your divine realm. Verily You are the Kind, the
Generous, the Bestower.
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AB04155

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! My God, my God! This
is a branch from the Sacred Tree whose root is firm and whose
branch reaches to heaven, yielding its fruit in every season.
O Lord! Make him extending, elevated, verdant, fresh and
succulent through the outpouring of gifts and the descending
abundant rain from the clouds. O Lord! Assist him to diffuse
the divine fragrances, and enable him to promote the Words,
to gladden hearts with joyful tidings and to remove sorrows
through good news. O Lord! Through him make hearts stead-
fast and affairs well-established, dispel griefs, and make him
a sign of spirit and sweet fragrance among the people of certi-
tude. Make him occupied with that which increases his glory
in the contingent world, and confine his time to exalting Thy
Word among the peoples of the worlds. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Bestower.
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2 He is God! O respected branch! Today strive with all your
powers that the friends of God may achieve the utmost unity
and harmony, for this is among the most important obligations,
since winds of tests have surrounded the Tree of the Covenant.
The slightest discord among the friends is like deadly poison.
By whatever means possible, all must be guided - nay, com-
pelled - to gather beneath the shade of the Word of Unity.
And the Glory be upon you.
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AB04106

To: Abbas Arab, in Tihran

O my namesake! Although your letter has not arrived, my
response was not conditional upon receiving a letter, for praise
be to God, through His grace and favor, the Light of Truth
(may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) has created
such a connection between hearts that acquaintance is not and
was not conditional upon receiving letters.

We are all beneath one tent and praise be to God, in the Most
Glorious Paradise with the utmost joy and delight, all are in-
timate companions. Despite this, how can pen and paper be-
come privy to secrets? What you write cannot be expressed.
The point is that spiritual bonds are so strong that being free
from love of the friends for even a moment is impossible and
unattainable.

Now, since that wanderer in the desert of the love of God
desires a response, I too have undertaken this address so that
from reading it you may attain another attraction and rapture,
and day and night engage in remembrance of the Intended One.

And strive as much as you can to walk the path of divine good-
pleasure and become renowned among your peers for a charac-
ter and disposition from which you may inhale the fragrance
of the rose-garden of the Beloved.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04112

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran

O thou faithful friend! Think not that for a moment thou art
absent from my mind. Nay, by God! At every moment, with
the utmost faithfulness, I make mention of thee and beseech the
divine threshold to vouchsafe unto thee all that is conducive
to thy well-being and salvation.

The consummate wisdom of God, however, is manifold and
not every soul is apprised of its mysteries. Indeed, His all-
encompassing mercy and His all-embracing wisdom entail cer-
tain exigencies that transcend the ken of human mind. Sorrow
not, then, if trials, tribulations and adversities wax ever more
severe, for the grace and bestowals of God are likewise unceas-
ing. How often doth man flee from one thing, fixing all his
hopes upon another, yet in the end it becometh apparent that
the object of desire is harmful and deleterious, whereas the
thing despised is the source of advantage and benefit!

Tread, therefore, the path of acquiescence and resignation. Let
no hardship sadden thy heart, nor set thy hope upon any
worldly gifts. Be happy and content with whatsoever God
hath willed, that thy heart and soul may find tranquillity and
thine inner being and conscience may experience true joy. Ere-
long shall this hardship and tribulation pass away and inner
peace and joy be attained.
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AB08580

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib, in Tihran

O servant of the Abha Beauty! I have noted what thou didst
write. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved, let not thy heart be
troubled. The Abha Beauty is the Defender of justice and the
Helper of truth. The reality of the matter must needs become
clear and manifest. It is impossible for any question to remain
obscure. Like unto the sun shall this matter become evident to
men of understanding. There is no need for regret and sorrow,
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for the Defender of truth is powerful and mighty, and is the
Self-Subsisting One over all things. Why then this grief and
sorrow?

Concerning means and prayer about which thou didst inquire:
Prayer is like unto the spirit, and means are like unto the hand.
The spirit’s control is exercised through the hand. Although
the Provider is God, yet the means for obtaining sustenance
is the earth—“and in heaven is your sustenance”for when sus-
tenance is decreed, it is obtained through any means. But
to abandon means is like unto one who is thirsty seeking to
quench his thirst without water or other liquids. The Bestower
and Creator of water is the Almighty Lord, and He hath made
it the means of quenching thirst. But it dependeth upon His
will: if His will be not inclined thereto, dropsy will result and
the ocean itself will not assuage one’s thirst.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04072

To: Ali Naqi Bagiruf Rashti, in Tihran

O thou who art near to the Threshold of the Almighty! It is
after sunset and the fingers of ‘Abdu’l-Baha are like a tired
horse from excessive battles due to abundant writing. Despite
this, when they engaged in writing to you, the fatigue departed,
the weariness vanished, became agile and nimble, and galloped
in the field. The trouble became a mercy, and the hardship
became comfort to the soul. This is naught but from the efful-
gence of the bounties and favors of the Ancient Beauty, may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, Who cast such con-
nection in the hearts and such joy in the breasts that tiredness
brings freedom and exhaustion brings ease. In any case, what
shall I write to express the feelings of the conscience and de-
scribe the state of attraction of heart and soul? Know this
much that at the Sacred Threshold, in remembrance of the
friends, I am in such a state of attraction and rapture that I
cannot describe or explain. And the Glory be upon thee.
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2 His honor Khan is not content with this brief letter and says
“How can these wines suffice for our intoxication?” I say, O
calculating man, this is the wine from the wine-cellar of the
Covenant and its cup-bearer is the fingers of ‘Abdu’l-Baha -
one drop brings eternal intoxication and everlasting joy. In any
case, we somehow satisfied him and sufficed with this much.
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AB04127

To: Bagqiruf, Nasrullah et al., in Tihran

O my spiritual friends! Two servants of the Divine Threshold
have desired that this prisoner become the confidant of your
hidden secrets - that is, to become with heart and soul privy
to your inner mysteries and to express that protected symbol.

That symbol is the Word of God, which is protected from every
opposition, penetrating, prevailing, encompassing and attrac-
tive. Therefore, one must gather beneath the shade of that
Word and become absorbed in its meanings.

Those meanings are devotion and supplication, detachment
and attraction, ecstasy and joy, truthfulness and fairness, trust-
worthiness and religion, enthusiasm and rapture, yearning and
delight, heavenly exaltation and eternal glory, everlasting life,
and human virtues through the merciful spirit.

Blessed is he who is characterized by these attributes and is
gathered with the fair-minded ones, and who fears deprivation
which is the essence of tyranny. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB04088

To: Baygum Sultan daughter of Ammih, in Tihran

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Be hopeful
of the protection, aid and shelter of the Lord, and place thy
trust in the endless favors of the Forgiving Beauty.

We are weak servants and handmaidens - He is the Strong,
the Powerful, and the Mighty. The shelter is His threshold
and the refuge is His court of bounty and favor. Assuredly His
Supreme Holiness will not deprive these weak ones of His grace
and favor, and will make them firm and steadfast beneath His
extended shade, under the banner of the Covenant.

Convey on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha greetings and praise to every
discerning handmaiden and say: O handmaidens of the All-
Merciful! What bounty is greater than this, that in this blessed
century of the Abha Beauty, the Day of Manifestation, you
were gathered in the world of existence and, at the horizon of
appearance, in that praiseworthy station, you turned to the
Promised Beauty.

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s eternal glory is servitude at the Sacred Thresh-
old, and the handmaidens of the All-Merciful’s everlasting
blessing is service at the Court of Oneness. We are all
gathered beneath the shade of that praiseworthy station. We
must arise moment by moment in abundant thanksgiving.
And upon you be greetings and praise.

O 5 O 4 lskel il Slonisy “ardonie (<
2 S5 A )\f-’)::z O s Sl

)Kj/\ Jl ‘-’titf,d %)
e LS); Coan s (:A.g«,a C)\J'g.'f} dg.s@b :
C“.‘b)‘ ;4‘.‘:‘9 L."Lﬁ} C»-ﬂ}\ og)é cl:u, U}?J
DS S | lings o) @l 5l ol
S gt B 5o g 4lE py 2 le 5 il
Ao p 513, 5 Sl Ble 5 dge 5 3 5ame ¢l

e 43511 o= a8 5 Jae LS
e ey sl o) Ky o, 2, oE
08 Sole par 55 & 0O phe) Gae
Add i sy &lﬁ)ﬁ))@g fﬁ’wﬁ“\ Jl=
t s A2 52 plie 5o syt L

Y

e ST e e, e
Conds 4:..,\,4},» S Ny oy slel 5 ol
348 (-Uu of :}lc 23 ;,:J’\ &5
5 S Pl s taISA pes b )50
T, R K

MKT7.126, BSHN.140.470, BSHN.144.463,
MHT1b.192

AB04103

To: Hadi son of Ridar-Ruh, in Tihran

O sapling fed from the purling brook of resignation! That
bountiful grove, verdant garden, and fragrant bower adorned
with Divine good-pleasure hath ascended unto the Kingdom of
Abha. With the rose, myrtle, hyacinth, and jasmine of perfec-
tions, he was a sublime heaven and a lofty, light-giving paradise
of the Luminous Horizon.
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2 It is hoped that thou, who art a flower of that garden and a
cypress nourished by that stream, may show forth the riches
of that flower garden and manifest the virtues of that fruitful
orchard. May thou become a shining candle in every assembly,
a flower in every meadow, a nightingale upon every rosebush.
In this garden of God, may thou sing forth with a myriad
melodies, and at this heavenly banquet, may thou be a mu-
sician and a singer, a dove of the rose-garden of mystery, a
brilliant light upon the horizon of unity, and a radiant moon
arising above the horizon of hope through the new grace of the
Ancient Lord.

Be not astonished at how He confirmeth the servant who is the
manifestation of the most great sign and the dawning-place
of infinite lights. Glory be upon thee and upon all who are
steadfast in the Covenant of God and His Testament.

Convey greetings and glory from this servant who supplicates
unto God, to thy companion, thy sisters, and thy relatives by
marriage.
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AB04202

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Tihran

O thou whom God hath blessed with a great love from Abdul-
Baha!

> The spiritual letter arrived and all that thou hadst requested
hath been fulfilled. The letters are enclosed with this letter -
deliver them to their owners. Arise to undertake that which to-
day attracts divine confirmation and is the magnet of heavenly
assistance - namely promotion, teaching and education. Noth-
ing that can be imagined will be realized except this mighty
Cause, which is like the blessed Tree whose “root is firmly
fixed in the earth and whose branch reacheth unto heaven”
and “yielding its fruit in all seasons.”

The divine leaf who hath ascended unto God, thy honored
mother, at the time of her return to the land of Kha requested
many letters and all were written - it could have been a book,
all that she requested was written. After her ascension, a de-
tailed prayer was written and sent to thee. Now news of its
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receipt hath arrived and a copy was sent to the land of Kha to
Jinab-i-Aga Ahmad.

In brief, the purpose is that today one must blaze like a torch
and so kindle the fire of the love of God that the contingent
world will be set aflame and the fire of God which is kindled
will send forth its flames to the pole of the world. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO03905

To: Husayn Mahallati, in Tihran

O my God! How can I loose the reins of my praise and tributes
in an arena where the horsemen of the Kingdom are powerless?
And how can I soar in the heaven of my remembrance and
utterance when the wings of the holy birds are weary from
fluttering in the sky of the glory of the radiance of the Realm
of Divinity?

I have no recourse but obscurity in the corner of forgetful-
ness, and silence and stillness in the abyss of powerlessness
and abasement. And I say: O Lord! Hold me not accountable
for attempting expression and exposition, and punish me not
for forgetting my helplessness, lowliness and abasement in this
field. Leave me not to myself, for it is sinful and plunged in
the depths of rebellion. Abandon me not to my own devices,
submerged in the seas of heedlessness and transgression.

I call upon Thee with a tongue of humility and contrition:
Have mercy, O my God, upon Thy servant who has turned to
Thee with a heart attracted to the lights, a spirit gladdened
by hidden mysteries, and a breast dilated by the signs of Thy
mercy amongst the righteous. My Lord! Establish him firmly
in Thy earth, make mention of him in Thy heaven, and ordain
for him every good thing in the kingdom of Thy creation.

Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Bestower. There is no God but Thee, the For-
giving Lord, the Helper.
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AB04094

To: Husayn Mulla Ali, in Tihran

O thou who art stirred by the breeze of the Covenant! Thy
letter was received and its contents understood. It expressed
humility and supplication, devotion and imploring. A plea was
made at the threshold of the Abha Kingdom for the fulfillment
of thy request, and it was accepted. Through divine confirma-
tion thou shalt succeed in serving the loved ones of God. Thou
art the son of that father and the fruit of that tree - character
conforming to lineage. Be confident in God’s grace - confir-
mations will arrive. And glory be upon the people of glory.
‘Abdu’l-Baha

2 Convey the Most Glorious Ancient Greeting to the assured
leaf, thy mother. We beseech the Ancient Beauty to ever en-
liven and gladden her heart and soul through the breezes of
grace and the gentle winds of mercy. O Lord! Forgive Thy
servant Hussein and perfume his nostrils with the fragrance of
Thy pardon. Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Exalted. O Lord! Assist this maidservant of Thine to remain
firm in Thy Cause and to serve those who are steadfast in Thy
Covenant, through which the feet of the proud have slipped.
Verily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey the Most Glorious Ancient Greeting to his honored
father. We hope through divine grace for the attainment of the
highest aspirations of the people of unity and steadfastness in
the Covenant of the Ancient Living One. And glory be upon
him.
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AB11699

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O imprisoned and sorrowful one, chief of the captives in the
path of the All-Merciful! The anguished cry of that bird caught
in the snare and trap in the path of God reached the ears of this
helpless, needy one. From its heart-burning meanings, which
spoke of the intensity of the fire of separation from the Beloved
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of the horizons, its recitation led to moaning, lamenting and
weeping. Glory be to God! Was this the effect of pen and ink,
or the wailing and crying of spirit and heart? It made hearts
burn and eyes weep.

When I reached the passages about the steadfastness and
firmness of that captive in the path of the Friend, I opened
my tongue in thanksgiving to the Most Holy Presence, that
through divine power and heavenly might, He has raised up
souls who are an impregnable fortress and solid foundation,
who prefer prison and imprisonment in the path of the
All-Merciful to palace and mansion, and choose chains and
fetters over the curls of the destitute. Thanks and grace be to
the Loving Lord!

That recent dream where the Blessed Beauty (may the spirit
of the worlds be sacrificed for Him) embraced you and showed
kindness is most blessed. Light upon light, and He singles out
for His mercy whomsoever He willeth.
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AB11702

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O thou who art continuously afflicted with trials, bound in
chains in the path of God! Although thou art under chains and
bound in strong fetters, yet at present the one who derives fruit
and result from life and gains profit and benefit from his own
existence, whose morning is bright and whose evening is spent
in the rose garden and meadow, is thyself. For thou spendest
day and night in difficulty and hardship in the path of the Most
Glorious Beauty. This is the great bounty and the supreme
mercy. Days pass and times come to an end, but where is
living in comfort, ease and joy of the created world compared
to being afflicted in bonds, fetters, prison and deprivation in
the path of the Beloved? Therefore, blessed are the souls who
drank from the cup of trials in the path of Baha and tasted
deadly poison as though it were sweet honey.
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2 O my Lord! Perfume the nostrils of Thy servant who is bound
in chains with the fragrances of Thy holiness in every morn
and eve, and illumine his sight with beholding the lights of
Thy grace at every dawn and dusk, that it may be a solace
to him in his constraints and prison, and a companion in his
loneliness. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the All-Bestowing.
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AB03951

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Nuri, in Tihran

O faithful servant of the Ancient Beauty and harmonious friend
of this nonexistent one! If you knew how much I think of you
and how I, as a caring friend, neither eat nor tell my story nor
seek rest and comfort. I am all thoughts of you and concern for
your state - you who are physically old but spiritually young. I
wonder in what condition you are and what degree of time and
opportunity you have. Are you like the morning bird with a
nest in the life-giving rosebush, or like a strange bird with home
and shelter in the thorny wilderness of cruelty and hardship?
Is your dwelling a sanctuary or are you without settlement?
But in truth, when you look, the true news is with this ill one,
for we have not forgotten you for a moment and never will, as
spirit and heart and tongue are all constantly inquiring, and
hearts are reflecting through the rays of the Sun of Truth. O
spiritual friend from the Beloved! With utmost supplication
we beseech that at all times your soul may be joyful and your
heart like a garden full of flowers and sweet herbs, and steadfast
in the covenant and testament.
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AB12304

To: Mirza Asadullah et al., in Tihran

O friends of the Lord of Creation! The gates of triumph have
been flung wide, and the fire of the love of God is ablaze, and
the divine lamp hath burned away the wings and feathers of the
moth of vain imaginings. The cloud of mercy is raining pearls,
and the breeze wafting from the direction of divine favor is
laden with ambergris. The tree of hope is bearing fruit, and
the morn of the bestowals of the Glorious Lord is dawning
from the horizon of lights. Therefore, in this Day filled with
bounties, count the opportunity as precious and strive with
heart and soul that ye may receive an abundant portion of this
outpouring and ascend to the zenith of heaven and become
mighty pillars and persons of maturity. How excellent is the
reward of those who are steadfast!

Jinab-i-Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar traversed sea and land until he at-
tained the presence at the Sacred Threshold of the Most Great
Creator. He illumined his face and perfumed his hair, and I
hope that the holy fragrances of the Blessed Spot will likewise
perfume your nostrils. Just as the fragrant breeze carries the
sweet scent of flowers in gardens for leagues, how much more
potently will the holy fragrances of the garment of Joseph of
the Egypt of faithfulness reach! This power is attained through
firmness in the Covenant and Testament. And upon you be the
Glory, O loved ones of God and His handmaidens.
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AB11879

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O beloved and wise man of letters! By God’s life, my heart
overflows with love for God’s chosen ones, my spirit finds rest
in the loved ones of God, and my breast is gladdened by the
fragrances wafting from the gardens of the hearts of God’s
trusted ones.

Glad tidings follow one upon another from the Abha Kingdom,
and a mighty host like a devastating flood surges forth from the
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Supreme Concourse, engaging fiercely in battle with the forces
of darkness, plunging into the depths of struggle and combat.
You see but a defeated army there among the factions - so be
not grieved at what they do. Soon they shall know. Leave
them to their vain disputations.

Say: The ocean of the Covenant has surged across all horizons,
and the light of radiance has spread through the seven layers.
The call has been raised, the Dove has warbled, the verdant
garden has been adorned, the streams of the lush garden have
gushed forth, the peacock has cried out in the expanse of par-
adise, and the croaking of the croaker and cawing of the crow
have risen.

O loved ones! Know that the temple of pure servitude has been
embodied and realized at the center of the world, has bowed
down in humility and submission, has turned in penitence, and
has fallen prostrate in tears before the Lord of Lords.

Die in your rage, O wolves that prey upon God’s sheep! By
God’s life, piercing flames from the Abha Kingdom shall terrify
you from the heavens.
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AB03969

To: Mirza Naim Sidihi, in Tihran

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Both your letter and
poem arrived. Indeed the verses are an eloquent response to
the deniers. By chance, ‘Abdu’l-Baha found an opportunity
on the road and read the poem which was like scattered pearls.
Truly that brilliant and clearly inspired talent scatters jewels.
Praise be to God that night and day you strive with your
soul and are a partner and companion with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

Therefore, print and publish the poem, and it will also be
published in the Star of the West. And regarding refuting the
external fabrications and proving the alteration of the book
[Nugtatu’l-Kaf]], you must render a distinguished service at
the Divine Threshold. Your honor, along with all the capable
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friends, must unite on this matter. Include Jinab-i-Samandar
as a partner in this matter so that everyone’s knowledge can
be gathered and a healing, sufficient response can be written.
This matter must be carried out with utmost speed.

Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl is prepared and will soon com-
plete the response. Therefore, quickly convey your complete
knowledge about the alteration of Mirza Jani’s book to Jinab-
i-Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Fadl. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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ABO03961

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A letter was written a
few days ago, and now again I write more than before, so that
thou mayest know that thou art mentioned in this divine gath-
ering and art dear and renowned in this assembly. I am ever
mindful of thee and I beseech God that thou mayest always be
intimate with the remembrance of that Enchanting Beloved
and the confidant of them that are lowly and suppliant; that
day by day thou mayest increase in faith and assurance, adorn
thy countenance with the light of the love of God, and find rest
under divine protection.

Show kindness to the relatives of His Holiness the Martyr, son
of the Martyr, make them hopeful through divine favors and
bounties, give them the glad-tidings of the gifts of the Divine
Unity, and strive to protect, care for and assist them. For they
are dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and are the survivors of His Holiness
Ismu’llah al-Asdaq. His Holiness Ismu’llah, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, hath attained in the Supreme
Kingdom and the highest Paradise to the seat of truth in the
presence of the Mighty Sovereign. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in accordance
with faithfulness, hath the utmost attachment to that one who
is near the Threshold of Grandeur. Therefore He desireth that
all his relatives be preserved, protected, cherished, respected
and blessed. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04147

To: Qudsiyyih daughter of Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran

O leaf stirred by the breeze of these gardens! If until now noth-
ing has outwardly been written to that maidservant of God, do
not imagine that you were not remembered. Rather, all the
servants of the Merciful and maidservants of the Lord of Glory
have been and are remembered at all times in this court, es-
pecially you who are the fruit of that tree which stands in the
paradise of faith in the utmost freshness and grace in splen-
dor and glory. And this spiritual remembrance is sanctified
above explanation and clarification, for this inner reality and
spiritual state cannot be comprehended or depicted through
partial minds and Arabic or Persian words or other physical
languages. That is from God’s grace which He bestows on
whomsoever He wishes.

Mention the maidservant of God, the mother, and the maid-
servant of God, the grandmother, with the most wonderful re-
membrances. And we beseech the overflowing favors from the
invisible Kingdom that those leaves of the Tree of Affirmation
may arise with such vibration in the gathering of the maidser-
vants of the Merciful that all may be brought to ecstasy and
joy and attraction and enthusiasm. And upon them both be
the glory from the Exalted Lord.
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AB03944

To: Taqi Burujirdi, in Tihran

O servant of Truth! Although some time has passed and this
servant did not find opportunity to write and send a response,
yet in all conditions I have been occupied and accustomed to
remembering the friends and mentioning the loved ones at the
Threshold of the Lord of Might. I swear by the Ancient Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, I think so much
of the friends that I am unaware of myself. If there has been
delay in responding, it is due to the onslaught of sorrows and
abundance of difficulties, calamities, occupations and worries
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- otherwise, letters would be sent to each of the friends every
hour.

But what is essential is to seek confirmation. God willing, there
will be no shortcoming. Night and day at the Sacred Threshold,
with head bowed in humility and supplication, confirmations
are sought for all. Be confident this is better than a hundred
thousand communications and responses, for it is the guide to
salvation, the cause of life, the magnet of grace, and the power
of divine confirmation and the manifestation of mercy.

O servant of Baha! Ask God that you may become a dawning-
place of guidance, a manifestation of the supreme gift, and
a cause for the wafting of the fragrance of the love of God,
so that divine life and spiritual grace may become evident in
all conditions. And glory be upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB04173

To: Wife of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar Shahmirzadi, in Tihran

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Blessed, exalted and sanctified
art Thou above every mention and praise and every attribute
that has not proceeded from Thy Most Exalted Pen. How
can the essence of impotence and evanescence, the reality of
poverty and nothingness, soar into the atmosphere of the glory
of Thy oneness or ascend to the kingdom of Thy holy Identity,
such that it might arise to offer Thy praise and glorification or
speak of Thy attributes and characteristics?

By Thy glory! The tongues have been struck dumb and become
powerless to praise even the lowest of Thy signs or explain a
single meaning among the meanings of Thy words - how much
less to praise Thy most exalted Self and glorify Thy most high
Being! I have no way and no means except to acknowledge
my powerlessness and shortcoming, as though I were weaving
a veil in the heights of the ether with the web of my delusions.

Therefore I beseech Thee to forgive and conceal my state in
every condition, and to look upon Thy pure and sanctified
handmaiden who is submissive to Thy Name, humble before
Thy gate, speaking Thy praise, supplicating unto Thee, and
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beseeching Thy kingdom, with the glances of the eyes of Thy
mercy and the gaze of Thy divine oneness. Aid her to that
which Thou lovest and approvest in Thy earthly and heavenly
dominions. Verily Thou art the Sovereign, the Powerful, the
Mighty, the All-Compelling.
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AB04002

To: Wife of Muhammad Husayn Naqqash et al., in Tihran

O two handmaidens of the mighty Lord! Do not seek anguish
from the separation of Jinab-i-Isma’il, do not feel sorrow, and
do not be distressed. The world is as you see it, and its fame
and renown are as you hear them. It is the foundation and
source of cruelty and the cause of a hundred thousand types
of afflictions. Man finds not a moment’s rest, discovers not a
companion, attains not a breath of peace, and arranges not
a gathering of comfort. There is war and strife, shame and
calamity, loss and decline. In this case, what sorrow is there in
departure and what disaster is there in death? The ultimate
result is that one hastens from the world of darkness to the
world of light, and migrates from the confines of the physical
realm to the heart-expanding spiritual realm. I swear by the
Beauty of the Peerless Friend that this mortal dust-heap is very
constricting and dark. Man’s capacity cannot endure the hard-
ships of this world. Thus he hastens to another world to find
expansiveness and spaciousness. And praise be to God that
the favors of the Blessed Beauty are endless and His bounty
gives life to His friends. And upon you both be greetings and
praise.
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AB03984

To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran

O fruit of the sacred tree! What you had inscribed with your
spiritual pen on the tablet of conscience was observed. Of-
fer a hundred thousand thanks that in this storm of tests you
brought the ark of life to the shore of salvation, drank from the
pure spring of steadfastness, and did not wither from the poi-
sonous winds of violation and the darkness of wavering. This
was nothing but the effects of the grace and gifts of His Holi-
ness the One, and the protection, preservation, aid and favor
of the Beauty of Unity. Therefore strive night and day with
heart and soul so that day by day you may ascend higher in the
degrees of firmness and rise further in the stations of steadfast-
ness. | swear by the Ancient Beauty that in this case you will
shine forth from the horizon of the Kingdom like a brilliant star
and become a great sign of the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones). You will find companionship
with the maidens of the Paradise of knowledge and association
with the holy countenances of certitude, and at the pole of
Paradise you will say “Blessed am I for my Lord has chosen
me to be enkindled with the fire of the Tree of the Covenant
in the heart of the horizons.”

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the steadfast leaf Susan
and likewise to the other believing women.
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AB04001

To: Aga Ahmad et al., in Yazd

O you two bright candles! Kindle the flame of the love of God
in the spiritual gathering, burn and melt with the fire of love,
and spread light. Demolish the foundation of self and passion,
and lay the foundation of love and faithfulness. Become heed-
less of creation and aware of Truth - that is, look not at human
deserving but rather gaze upon the Most Luminous Kingdom.

Deal with all peoples of the earth with the utmost kindness,
sincerity, trustworthiness, nobility, goodwill and care. Counter
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evil with good and respond to faithlessness with faithfulness.
If given a cup of poison, bestow a chalice of honey; if struck by
a sword, become a healing balm; if attacked with a blade, do
not withhold your neck in the path of God; and if shot with
arrows, make your breast a shield in the love of God.

Days will pass and life will end. No blessing or pleasure will
endure, but tribulations in the path of God bring tremendous
profit and sublime grace, for these holy spiritual results in
God’s path remain and endure forever - they are eternal and
everlasting without end.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB04037

To: Arab Ali Bayk, in Zavarih

O knight of the field! Praise be to God, you witnessed with
your outward eye how the assistance and favor of Truth made
you victorious over all, and like a drawn sword you turned back
the lost group. That crowd was a feminine crowd, therefore
their attack became flight and their advance became a burden.

Present the full details to His Imperial Majesty and to His
Excellency the Prime Minister, that these riffraff are unaware
of the world of civilization and in the human realm are without
benefit, effect or fruit - crude, ill-tempered, heedless, ignorant
and enemies of the wise.

We, in complete oppression and perfect patience and tranquil-
ity, are occupied in service to government and nation. These
oppressors do not leave a moment’s peace and do not give
an instant’s opportunity. They themselves strike the axe at
the foundation of righteousness and also prevent others from
benevolence and service.

We only request this much kindness: that you somewhat pre-
vent the evil of these souls so that we may engage in service
with perfect truthfulness, uprightness and devotion to reality,
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and may serve the just monarch. And God willing, invisible
confirmations and divine assistance will arrive.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04158

To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Eqypt

O ye two honored branches of the Blessed Tree! Your letters
have arrived and from their steadfast contents, spiritual delight
was obtained. The glance of favor has always been and will
always be with you. Rest assured that you are honored and
respected by me. I beseech God that in the Abha Kingdom you
may become the cause of pride for all the Afnan of the Divine
Tree, and that you may be raised up with such firmness and
steadfastness that you will hear with your outward ear the cry
of praise from the Supreme Concourse. And this is not difficult
for God.

> Do not be saddened by that incident. Such matters are tran-
sient and pass away like a mirage. What is ordained for you in
the divine Kingdom remains fixed and established.

A letter was written to Aqa Zaynu’l-‘Abidin and sent to Aqa
Siyyid ‘Ali-Akbar - let them deliver it to him. Do not write
anything about these matters to His Honor your father - he
cannot handle it.

In any case, with perfect steadfastness occupy yourselves with
acquiring perfection in the Cause of God and attend to your
business and trade. And upon you and upon all who are firm
and steadfast in God’s Covenant and Testament be the Glory.
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AB04191

To: Haji Ali Yazdi, in Palestine

O thou who hast sought refuge in thy Most Exalted Lord!
The letter thou didst write was received and its contents were
understood. Although separation and remoteness is a burn-
ing fire and intense flames, yet it causes the fire of longing to
blaze more fiercely and increases the thirst and yearning of the
consumed heart. Though separation from the Holy Sanctuary
brings sorrow and deprivation, these lamentations and cries,
these yearnings and longings of heart and soul are acceptable
and desirable to the heart and conscience. This separation
has increased the burning, and this sorrow has intensified the
heart’s thirst.

Thou hadst asked permission to ask questions. This is not the
day for investigation and questioning, but rather the day for
steadfastness and firmness in the Covenant and Testament. If
thou art among the heroes of this field, then loosen the reins
and let thy tongue speak forth in praise of thy Lord, the All-
Merciful. Be firm as the immovable mountains and leave aside
the doubts of those who deal in allusions. Soon thou shalt
find the banner of the Covenant raised high and the sail of
the Testament unfurled and visible. On that Day shall the
waverers remember.

Convey my greetings to the suppliant leaf, the mother of Mirza
Hassan, and to the beseeching leaf, the sister of Mirza, and to
the children.

On my behalf, read a visitation prayer at the Holy Threshold
with the utmost supplication and entreaty.
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ABU1681

There are two kinds of opinion (zann): negative opinion and
positive opinion. And in one place, opinion has the meaning
of certainty and knowledge - “they are certain.”

As for the fish and the whale, what is meant is those people
who swallowed him, and in the darkness of their ignorance,
animality and selfish desires, he remembered God, and finally
God saved him - meaning he guided the people.

And in the Torah the story of Dhun-Nun is by the name of
Jonah, and the Europeans completely denied this story, saying
it was one of the false tales. They even said the city of Nineveh
never existed.

Until one year when we were in Baghdad, near Mosul they
excavated a place and found strange ancient artifacts. Among
them they found two water buffaloes that were exactly like
the original. And the British consul had found a golden bee,
and had placed a dried real bee next to it - no one could tell
any difference at all. With a microscope one could see the fine
hairs that were on the back of the bee. The Europeans said it
was clear that microscopic instruments had existed in ancient
times too.

And it became known that Nineveh was not false - it had been
a great city, but in ancient times it had been swallowed up,
sinking into the earth to a depth of three hundred cubits.
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AB03921

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O trustworthy one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! We arrived in Port Said
several days ago and forty travelers arrived all at once - we are
busy with them. All the praise you wrote about the friends ev-
erywhere brought joy and delight. ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no joy or
gladness left in this world except through the fragrant breezes
from the rose garden of the hearts of the beloved ones.
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2 On the Day of Manifestation, there was joy in attaining the
presence of the One revealed on Sinai, but after the Sun of
Truth became hidden in the horizon of the unseen realm of
contingent being, there remains no happiness except through
the spiritual progress of the divine friends. Therefore, when-
ever in your letter you praise the friends and handmaidens of
the Merciful, it brings utmost joy.

Truly Haji Ghulam-Rida is sacrificing himself in service.
Blessed is he and excellent is his final abode. Upon you and
upon him be the Most Glorious Glory.

O longtime friend! FEverything sent from Tehran to Afnan
Mirza Muhsin, and everything sent from Ishqabad through Aqa
Mirza Mahmud, all arrived. But there is no time for individual
receipts - please excuse us. To the extent possible there will
be no shortcoming.

5 Convey respectful greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha to all the divine
friends, young and old, men and women. And upon you be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04165

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Jinab-i-Amin! The letter sent from Baku arrived, and like-
wise the letter dated 9 Rabi’u’th-Thani this year which arrived
through Dreyfus. The receipt for one hundred Greatest Name
rings is enclosed.

Now that they will not sell the Bukhara properties, strive to
have the heirs quickly agree to sell the ‘Ishqabad properties and
pay the debt. Write continuously to the heirs and awaken them,
otherwise it will become like the story of Jinab-i-Haji Mirza
Hasan. Since this is the case, the six hundred and seventy
pounds you have given is enough, for the purpose was to clear
the debt of the Afnan. From what is known this debt will not
be cleared.
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The one hundred pounds that Haji Ghulam-Rida sent along
with the two hundred pounds that were sent later all arrived in
Paris. In America funds arrived from the Afnan and Abbasov,
and likewise the two hundred pounds from Bagqiroff arrived. Be
assured, and whatever arrived in Paris, receipts were written
to Jinab-i-Haji and Jinab-i-Bagiroff. If anything has not had a
receipt sent, it has not arrived. You should inquire from these
gentlemen.

In any case, O Jinab-i-Amin, you undertake much labor. From
the favors of the Blessed Beauty I beseech for you aid, protec-
tion, grace and shelter.
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AB04141

To: Aga Mirza Badiullah (Mashhad) et al.

O friends and handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyyid Aqga has written a letter requesting multiple letters be
written, but I absolutely do not have time to write even a single
letter to each of the friends. Indeed, in truth I do not have time
available to write even one letter. Nevertheless, solely due to
his request, this letter is being written so that you may know
that my heart is attracted to the love of the friends of God,
yet tongue and pen fall short due to the multitude of tasks
and occupations.

In any case, what is necessary and fitting is love and kindness
and spiritual attraction. Praise be to God, there is no short-
coming in that through the abundant grace of the Forgiving
Lord.

There is strong hope that the friends and handmaidens of the
All-Merciful will seek no rest or repose day or night, but rather
will fill a cup whose intoxication is eternal and whose drops are
everlasting.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03932

To: Children of sister of Muhammad Baqir Muallim et al.

O servants of the Most Glorious Beauty and handmaidens of
the All-Merciful! Your names were mentioned at the Threshold
of the Most Great, and your heart’s desire is for each to receive
a special letter. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not have time to write
even one word for every hundred souls, since the loved ones
of God and His handmaidens surge like waves throughout all
the regions of the world, each requesting a letter. And the
great occupations and difficulties are like spring rains, while
the assault of the Covenant-breakers is like wild beasts. Given
this, how can I find time for special letters? Surely the servants
and handmaidens of God will accept ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s excuse.

In any case, you are all present in the gathering of the heart
and mentioned in the realm of the soul. I hope through the fa-
vors of the reality of the All-Merciful that you will be assisted
to remember the Friend day and night, and be alive through
the fragrances of the gardens of fellowship, unity, oneness, de-
tachment and freedom from self. And may all have the aim and
desire to render a service at the Sacred Threshold and become
the cause of the glory of God’s Cause - that is, to manifest such
character and conduct that their sanctity and purity becomes
evident to all people.
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AB04210

To: Dr. E.

What thou hast written was perused. In reality thou hast
a good intention and lofty desire. I beg of God that thou
mayst succeed therein. But the delivery of the Cause of God
depends upon the diffusion of the Fragrances of God, severance
from the world, engagement in the commemoration of God in
independence of the rich.

It is stated in the Gospel, (Mathew 10:14) “Even shake the
dust from off your feet.” Consider how great is the Cause and
how much it requires Sanctification and purity. I beg of God
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that He may provide for thee a good means and facilitate (thy
affairs) according to thy wish. But if thou desirest to teach
the Truth of God and sleekest to promulgate the Word of God;
that reqires the confirmation of the Holy Spirit and not the
means of sustenance.

And the more this is done in the state of severance (from the
world) the better it is.

His Holiness Christ delivered the Cause of God in the wilder-
ness of the Holy Land, with bare feet, old clothing, thirsty and
hungry.

Be thou follow (the example of) His Holiness Christ until thou
mayst succeed.

BSTW#197, BSTW#457

AB04038

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih)

O Faizih! For some time I have not written to you, and the
reason is that you did not raise the cry of “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha”
from your heart and soul, and did not open your tongue in
mention of my servitude to the Most Holy Court of the Ancient
Beauty. If you seek a response from me, raise loud the cry of
“O ‘Abdu’l-Baha!” If you seek the joy of my heart, mention
my servitude at the Most Holy Court. For in this lies the
desire of my heart, the comfort of my soul, and the ultimate
hope of this homeless one. I would not exchange His servitude
for sovereignty over both worlds, nor would I trade being His
servant for lordship over both realms. If you seek the good-
pleasure, nearness and joy of this servant, open your mouth in
mention of my servitude at His exalted threshold. Otherwise,
no attribute, description, praise, tribute or glorification has
any worth in this court. You have never been forgotten and
never will be. Rest assured. I beseech God that you may
be assisted in all things that please this servant, for truly my
good-pleasure is better for you than all that exists in the world.
And the Glory be upon you, upon your husband, upon your
brother, and upon all the assured handmaidens.
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AB04185

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq

O thou who art firm in God’s Covenant and Testament! All
that you mentioned is acceptable and will be carried out, God
willing, in the best possible manner. And your friends will, God
willing, through divine grace, be grateful and pleased with you.

For praise be to God, through divine might and power, we have
had and God willing will continue to have no purpose, desire,
aim or hope except the good of all, as is evident and clear
from the contents of the divine Tablets, the commands of the
Dawning-place of divine verses, the counsels of the Manifesta-
tion of divine attributes, the great advice of the Dayspring of
the signs of divine unity, and the deeds and conduct of these
servants.

And when the time of reception comes it will become even
clearer - nay, it will become as obvious as the sun at its zenith
- to what degree the sincere intentions and purity and sincerity
of these servants have reached.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name that
the eye of the world has not seen anyone more truthful or
more benevolent than these servants, for we are commanded
by God’s Covenant and Testament to show the utmost obedi-
ence and submission to the government, as you are fully aware.
Nothing more remains to be said.
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AB11704

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani

O one intoxicated with the cup of the Most Glorious! For a
long time no sweet fragrance has wafted from the rose garden
of the hearts of those friends to the nostrils of the souls of
the yearning ones, and no cause for the joy of conscience has
appeared - neither a letter nor a message, neither a greeting
nor a salutation.
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This statement is by way of jest, otherwise there is no doubt
that souls who are intoxicated from the divine cup of “Am I
not?” and are wine-worshippers in the tavern of the Friend
are always drinking to the memory of the Beloved’s face, and
from the wine of the love of the Lord they, like an overflowing
cup, forget forgetfulness and consider silence as unconscious-
ness, count forgetting as disobedience, and call occupation with
aught else sheer madness.

Therefore, O yearner for the meeting, stir up a tumult in your
heart and raise a cry from your soul, and in that land and
region, like a lamenting bird in the meadow, sing the divine
melody - perchance the thankful birds will take wing and be-
come intimate with the mystery of the Self-Sufficient Lord.

This century is the age of the Ancient Beauty and this cycle is
the cycle of the All-Merciful Lord. The divine conditions are
in the power of manifestation and the intensity of appearance.

And the glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament.
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AB04130

To: Mashhadi Haydar (Khulinjan) et al.

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that ye have
become intoxicated from the cup of bounty and in the feast of
alast have become intimate wine-worshippers. Ye have found
exhilaration from the chalice of favor and have sought new life
from the wine of bestowals. Ye are firm in the Covenant and
steadfast in the Testament, and yearning to witness the lights
of the Day-Star of the horizons.

Although ye are the foremost among the ardent lovers and
afflicted with the fire of separation, yet praise be to God, after
ascension from this mortal world, eternal reunion is ordained
and perpetual existence in the paradise of everlasting meeting
is decreed and established.

Be not saddened by the events of this dark world, and let not
your hearts bleed from the tribulations of this transient life. Be
joyous through the merciful favors and be glad through divine
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bounty. Praise be to God, ye are under the protecting shadow
and in the shelter of the Lord of Might. This is the supreme
mercy, this is the greatest bounty.

4 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12303

To: Mirza Muhammad Gangjii

1 O thou whose face is illumined by the lights of the love of God!

V]

As I was occupied at this hour with remembering the friends
of Adhirbayjan and writing replies to their letters, the honored
Nazir who was present mentioned you and recalled your visage,
your words and your conduct. He wished that we might occupy
ourselves with your remembrance and become intimate with
thoughts of you.

3 In truth, we shall never forget the ancient rights of him who
has ascended to the Most Glorious Kingdom, and likewise we
continually call to mind the heart-felt attractions of that tree
of faith and certitude.

1 We beseech God that you may be assisted and confirmed in all
conditions and ranks of the contingent and divine worlds, and
that such evidences of steadfastness and firmness in the Cause
of God and of rootedness and attachment to God’s Covenant
and Testament may be manifested from that spiritual friend
that all minds, souls, eyes and thoughts of the people of the
contingent world may be astonished, and that you may shine

forth in this Dawn of Creation like a brilliant and radiant star.

5 And the Glory be upon you and upon the loved ones of God.
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AB04166

To: Mirza Siyyid Abdu’llah Intizamus-Saltanih

He is the One dawning from the horizon of the Kingdom!

O friend! The Sun of Reality is shining and the spring cloud
is pouring forth its bounties and the divine spring breezes are
stirring from all directions. If any tract of land with its capac-
ities and realities does not become verdant and flourishing in
this Most Great Day, there is no doubt it will remain forever
deprived of the outpourings of the All-Merciful and will grow
naught but the thorns of regret and despair. The more the
farmer of knowledge and wisdom strives in the soil of souls, the
more the bounties and blessings will increase. Until the earth
becomes pure and ready through the efforts of the farmer, it
will not yield complete fruits and great harvests will not be
obtained. Therefore, with high resolve one must aim for these
noble goals and, through divine power and heavenly confirma-
tions, must purify and sanctify the soil of people’s souls from
the weeds and thorns of qualities unworthy of the human world,
so that it may become receptive to divine bounties. And in the
world of humanity nothing has had as much influence and ef-
fect as morals, conduct and wisdom, for divine power supports
it, eternal glory lies within it, and the world of existence is
thirsty for this divine Salsabil.
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AB04017

To: Rustam Khudadad

O Rustam! The way of humankind today is oppression and
tyranny, savagery and ferocity, bloodthirstiness and estrange-
ment, corruption and injury. That is, each one tears open the
breast of another, and sees their own success in another’s bitter-
ness, and seeks their own unity in another’s estrangement. Yet
there cannot be imagined in the human world a greater misery
and abasement, a greater affliction and shame than this.
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Glory be to God! What ignorance and foolishness and bewil-
derment is this, and what benefit and advantage is there in
this in the world of existence?

Rather, human goodness and eternal glory in both worlds lies
in acquiring the merciful attributes of the Divine Lord. One
must be loving, good-natured, radiant-faced, sweet-scented,
and humble and submissive in every direction. Set aside sword
and weapon, and seek peace and reconciliation. Give up war
and sharp claws, make peace your aim and seek culture and up-
rightness. Seek security and peace, and spread wide the feast
of fellowship. Even show hospitality to wild beasts and birds,
and show kindness to enemies and ill-wishers.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB03926

To: Sadrus-Sudurzadih, Siyyid Ali et al.

O descendants of that most close one to God! Mr. Azizullah
Khan mentioned the names of those dear ones among the yearn-
ing ones and spoke of those newly arrived ones in the gathering
of the love of God. This servant had an indescribable attach-
ment and devotion to His Holiness the illustrious Sadr, for he
was a bright candle in the night-chamber of guidance and in
the rose garden of divine knowledge he was occupied with de-
signing flowers of truth and meanings. He had an eloquent
speech and an articulate expression, and with utmost sincerity
and detachment he strived in this wondrous Cause.

When he ascended, the utmost grief occurred, but praise be to
God that he left those sons as a memorial. Now the ultimate
purpose of this servant is that those saplings of the divine gar-
den become like their father - fruitful trees giving forth leaves,
blossoms and fruits. Therefore you must not rest or be still
day or night, engage in acquiring divine knowledge, and in the
school of truth learn lessons from the teacher of love so that
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you may become the cause of consolation to these yearning
ones.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB04024

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar, fire of divine love! It is midnight, and the eyes of
all people have fallen into sweet sleep, heads laid upon pillows
of comfort, alone resting in beds of ease. And this wanderer
in the valley of God’s love sits and takes up the pen, engaged
in remembrance of that spiritual beloved and intimate with
divine fragrances.

At times the sea of attraction and rapture surges, at others the
fire of longing and love flames and blazes. One moment tears
flow like a flood from weeping eyes, another moment sighs and
cries rise from heart and soul.

At times, through the outpourings of the Abha Kingdom with
spirit and fragrance - O lit candle and O burnt moth! It is
the time of burning and melting, that you may illuminate the
divine gathering, and the moment of rushing and flying, that
you may burn your wings.

Lethargy and coldness have encompassed the world - set aflame
the heart of the world! Darkness and heedlessness have sur-
rounded creation - spread rays and lights upon the horizons!
This flame is the mention of God and these lights are the knowl-
edge of Truth.

And the spirit and glory be upon you and upon the loved ones
of God.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gl b G bl e I jae
b g aby iy ol OLle lgadar
5;,5 St 53 L <8 ool Gl
adh A ootk asS ol g dlodse ]
Dot Glogy e OF 5T 5 a2l s

o5l B Slni

B 3! C‘f dy 5 oo by 2K
@ Sl dad s Gle y By% S
Qs 5 ol ol s ol i SN i
C,«ﬂ‘)\j)ﬁ Ql@} d;)\

O, 5 7o b g Se Slosi &5
Céy 41")“"\’ sl o) g a3l Cc" <!
5 S AR s b CM\;\SJ{}M
S s ‘-JL' b R PP C,BLf: (‘K'A
Gl 0358 dblal Tl g, 5 @
L) it 5 ol 05 dle (B Gdad
olady deJ‘ Slsl g s ol a;f abl
G 0bs Llsl O 5 Camdl 55 dal

Al oL Jo s Sde sl CJW)U

AYBY.326 #006, KHSH09.000

174

ot


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/tss.pdf#page=215
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-335.html
https://bahai-library.com/kharman_adab_honar_9

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

ABO03897

AB03918

To: Wife of Siyyid Murtada

O thou wronged handmaiden of God! Although the wives of
the rich and the powerful are accustomed to fine clothes and
pillows of silk, in the end their plush beds will be transformed
into course mats and humble dust within a narrow tomb. Their
names and titles will be forgotten, and their days of ease and
nights of pleasure will pass away.

But the essences of chastity and modesty, that is, the women
who are faithful to God and assured in Him, though they ex-
perience injustice and persecution, sustain injuries and tribu-
lations, become the objects of pillage and plunder, and behold
their own loved ones spill their blood drop by drop upon the
earth at the altar of love, these in the end shall receive the re-
ward of eternal life, dwell in the Kingdom of heaven, experience
infinite gladness, and enjoy everlasting gifts.

Therefore, grieve not on account of seeing that leader of the
righteous made a martyr for the sake of God at the hands of the
ungodly. He is not dead but living; he is not disappointed but
is rejoicing; he hath not perished but is immortal. Give thanks
that thou hast offered up thy revered and honored husband as
a sacrifice to the Desire of the world, and made him a ransom
for the loving Friend. Upon thee be salutation and praise.
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O God, my God! Verily, Thy servant—seeking refuge at the
door of Thy favor, calling to Thee at the threshold of Thy
mercifulness, imploring Thy succor in the precincts of Thy
pardon—hath returned unto Thee and reached Thee, hoping
for Thy clemency and Thy forgiveness, his sole provision be-
ing his powerlessness and neediness in Thy presence. O my
Lord, the Unconstrained, he is eager to meet Thee, longeth for
reunion with Thee, seeketh Thy grace, and anticipateth Thy
loving-kindness.

> O Lord! He, in truth, hath worshipped Thee and served Thee
and Thy loved ones. He hath arisen in servitude to Thee and
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to Thy people, and hath spent his days glorifying Thy name,
teaching Thy Cause, promoting Thy religion, exalting Thy
Word, spreading abroad Thy signs, and diffusing Thy lights.

O Lord! Honor his arrival at the court of Thy presence. Perfect
his joy and complete his gladness through his entrance into the
paradise of Thy meeting. Shelter him under the shade of the
Sadratu’l-Muntaha, permit him to partake of the fruits of the
Tree of Blessedness, give him to drink of the crystal waters
of the luxuriant, dense-treed Garden, and make him intimate
with Thine All-Glorious Beauty.

O Lord! Assist his auspicious son and those who are related
unto him to emulate his most sweet disposition and to tread
in the path of Thy loved ones, whose faces are gleaming like
unto scintillating stars. Thou art, verily, the All-Bountiful, the
Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB03914

O ye, who have attained unto the divine truth!

The Sun of Truth hath risen above the horizon of Divine bounty
and the Moon of Resplendence gloweth in all its splendour from
the dayspring of loving providence. The Light of Guidance
shineth and the darkness of error hath diminished. The Morn
of the Divine Essence is breaking, the light of dawn hath been
diffused and the eyes have been illumined, the faces are shining
stars, like unto the moon. The sweet savours of holiness have
wafted and perfumed the nostrils of the ardent lovers.

This Dispensation is a glorious dispensation! This age is the
age of the Lord, the All-Glorified! The supremacy of this cen-
tury revealeth wonders and abolisheth habits. The manifes-
tations in creation are the daysprings of the favours of the
all-merciful Lord and the world is the revealer of the mysteries
of Adam. It is conjoined with virtues, perfections, merits and
bountiful gifts.

The Universal Educator hath made clear the ways(?) and the
true Source of light hath manifested His beauty upon the Sinai
of revelation. Even as a mirror, the reality of man should
be attuned to, partake of and benefit from the Revelation of
God. He must share of, find abundant delight from, and busy
himself with the praise of God; glow with the fire of Divine
love, manifest an excellent character, seize his chance, exert
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himself with spreading the sweet savours of holiness, achieve
renown in the world, be bewildered and in love, well-known

and lowly(?7), and filled with light.

5 Ours is the Divine aid and protection. It is incumbent upon
us to pray for the government, to be obedient and submit our-
selves.
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O people of insight and steadfastness! Your names are men-
tioned in the Abha Kingdom and your remembrance is contin-
uous and renowned.

The breeze of guidance is wafting from the direction of provi-
dence, the light of bounty is shining bright, and the spring rain
of grace is pouring forth in abundance. It is a camphor can-
dle burning and melting, it is a pure chalice overflowing in the
gathering of mysteries. It is the call of the Kingdom ringing
loud, and the sovereignty of the Realm of Might encompassing
both the needy and the noble. The sun at the zenith of mean-
ings is radiating light, and the star of the All-Merciful horizon
is brilliant and luminous.

Through the grace of the Abha Beauty (may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones), it is dawn not dusk, light not
darkness, glad tidings not regrets, joys not agonies. For His
grace is magnificent and His sovereignty eternal, His bounty
continuous and His throne established, His crown radiant and
His lamp guiding the path.

Therefore, O friends, come let us clasp hands with one another
and, like the hosts of angels, circle round the throne of the
All-Merciful. “And thou shalt see the angels circling round
the Throne, celebrating the praise of their Lord.” His throne
is His Cause, and the seat of His sovereignty is His laws and
ordinances. Let us arise to serve and open wide the gates of
guidance.
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O longtime servant of the Manifest Beauty! Years pass by
and ages continue, yet from your Qamsar no fruit or trace has
appeared. Neither has an enlivening call arisen, nor has a melo-
dious voice been raised. No flame has been kindled, nor has
the veil of imagination of souls been burned away. No plaintive
cry has been heard, nor has any sighing or lamentation been
perceived.

His honor the Trustee, out of the heat and eagerness and burn-
ing of your pleasure-seeking soul in the fire of the love of God,
had written. I will quote the famous saying: “One flower does
not make spring” - unless it be a flower that at every moment
plants a branch in the stream of mysteries, and with its sweet
fragrance perfumes not only the rose garden but the meadow
and plain, and adorns the courtyard of the garden.

Therefore, the hope from the spring outpourings and March
bounties of the divine world is such that through the effort
of holy souls who are like rain-laden April clouds, thousands
of flowers will bloom in that meadow and roses, hyacinths and
sweet basil will sprout forth such that our nostrils here become
perfumed. O Lord, assist Thy righteous servants to spread the
fragrance of flowers and the morning breeze from the gardens
of Thy nearness.
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AB04119

O ye beloved friends of God! God- glorified be His power, mag-
nified be His sovereignty!- the Source of all grace unto mankind
and the Educator of all the peoples of the world, hath honoured
man with His pure favours and the perfect loving-kindness of
His Lordship by making him the quintessence of all created
things and the visible world. Whereas He created man out-
wardly as a mortal frame, inwardly he is the manifestation
of the radiant Light; while symbolically microcosm, he is in
reality macrocosm. Inwardly, God hath made him the mani-
festation of the Divine Unity, the repository of His essence, and
the most effulgent testimony for the perfections of existence.

However, whereas this grace of Baha- may my life be a sacrifice
unto Him- is like unto an essence resembling conspicuous rays
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of light that is utterly concealed and hidden within the candle;
this Light of effulgent glory is a well-guarded secret within the
reality of man. Therefore, the True Educator and the Divine
Teacher is needed and absolutely essential, so that those hidden
lights and divine mysteries may come forth from the invisible
realm and be revealed in the visible plane. Otherwise, they will
be deprived of growing and defective like unto seeds concealed
beneath the earth.

The holy Manifestations and the resplendent Dawning-Places
are each a luminous flame, which enkindle the Divine teachings
according to every candle and are heavenly showers that pour
down upon the seeds. May each and every candle rejoice!
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In the blessed days, the late Agqa Khan, a follower of Mirza
Yahya, came to Akka and with utmost humility and supplica-
tion requested: “I wish to attain the Most Holy Presence and
ask questions and resolve doubts.” The Blessed Beauty stated,
“This person has another purpose and different intention - you
will hear about it.”

In any case, although he did not express any doubts or ask any
questions, when he returned he wrote a treatise and composed
questions and answers that had no basis in reality. He wrote
that “the answers did not match the questions, but they said
such and such. So I went to Cyprus and asked questions, re-
ceived complete and sufficient answers to all of them. I asked
such questions and received such answers, became convinced
and was successful.”

That treatise of Aga Khan is still present in Kerman in the
hands of the late Mirza Yahya’s followers and they held fast
to it, until Ibn Abhar, based on the request and plea of Jalal
al-Dawlih, went to Yazd. After exalting the Word of God in
Yazd, Jalal al-Dawlih deemed it expedient to travel to Kerman.
When they went to Kerman and Rafsanjan, most of the late
one’s followers entered into the Divine Law and realized that
those accounts were completely baseless and false from the
beginning.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o § st Jzl 58 ol 5 T K
Al 5 psd O e ool bt ol s
Nogp Slbe dlm & Ol 8, 5l
o m l e R shaie |y st )
A dal s ol

g 5 2 Ok Glod & sy b )l
538 b Al a5 ol O 250
G 1l § 5 K8 Gl 5 GYIge
340 g plhas Ol s
i @y Ol s e (S
e B8 Gl Ol 1y o p258 Y12
B8 S5 Ol G s 00 g i
ﬁ“f&rﬁtﬂ

G 53 0§ 53 OV AV Ol BT L, OF
Md’la)ﬂ\»@é\)mdﬁ?/@\
s ol el o) Ol ST b Ky
el 3 dn 5 a3y dpdl Dl gl
S Codaas ol e 55 s &k
Sl Ay Olowindy 5 QLS O s LS
5 SAd sy bl a2 OIS depm
sl g el O Sy, OF & agdls
0>y J.,a\

RHQM1.615-616 (750a) (460x), MAS5.018

Sy g Sl

179


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=109
https://bahai-library.com/abdul-baha_alvah_munajat-hayeh_turki
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/652.pdf#page=320
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS5/mas5-18.html

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII) AB04218
AB04172
O Merciful One, O Compassionate One, O Generous One! k§ L) Ul

East and West are illumined by the lights of the dawning
Beauty, and the nostrils of the spiritual ones are perfumed
by the holy fragrances. O Lord! Grant Thy servants shelter
beneath the shadow of Thy grace. Make the ignorant aware of
the mysteries of truth. Grant the helpless a refuge and give the
wanderers a home. Make joyful the broken hearts and grant
flight to birds with broken wings. Give the thirsty to drink
from the Salsabil of grace and make the poor rich from the
treasure of the Kingdom. Nurture the children in the cradle of
grace until they reach maturity. Heal the sick with heavenly
medicine that they may find health and well-being.

3 O Lord! Give sight to the blind and hearing to the deaf. Bring
the dead to life and make the withered fresh and verdant. Make
the hopeless hopeful and make those deprived worthy of every
gift. Thou art the Giver, Thou art the Bestower, and Thou
art the Kind One.

O Lord! Though we are weak, Thou art strong; though we are

poor, Thou art rich; though we are abased, Thou art mighty.

Therefore look not upon our poverty and weakness, but grant
according to what befits Thine absolute wealth and power and
might. Thou art the Merciful, Thou art the Compassionate,
Thou art the Bestower, Thou art the Kind One.
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AB04218

O thou who hast inhaled the Fragrance of faithfulness from the
Rose-garden of the Bestowal of God!

By God, the True One, Verily the Prophecies of the Books and
the predictions of the Tablets have come to pass and become
manifest, like unto the manifestation of the lights of the Sun
and are shining upon all the countries and regions. Glory be
unto my Lord, El-Abha! Verily the Splendor of Success shone
forth upon the Kingdom of humanity, the garden of Holiness
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is perfumed, the nightingales of Affinity are singing melodi-
ously, the meadow of significances are adorned, the Paradise
of Grandeur is decorated, the Houris of realities are evidenced,
the Goblets of attraction are given around, the hearts are glad-
dened, the souls are rejoiced, the spirits are exhilarated, the
minds are dilated, the faces are illumined and the Temples of
sanctification are inspired. But the heedless ones are in mani-
fest darkness and the agitators are in great pride!

DAS.1913-10-17

AB12027

Thou hadst asked about the meaning of the statement “the
transgressions of the parents will affect four generations of their
descendants.” Know thou that spiritual diseases are like physi-
cal ones. Thou seest that if a person is afflicted with a chronic
physical illness, traces of his ailment will linger in three or four
generations of his offspring. Likewise, should he be afHlicted
with a spiritual disease, that of an immoral character, this will
have a great influence on his progeny, for upbringing exerteth
an astounding influence and that person’s character will be
passed on to his descendants. A powerful force is thus needed
to eliminate that influence. By this “transgression” is meant
immorality and heedlessness of God. In truth, this transgres-
sion is the breaking of the Covenant, the abasement resulting
from which will linger in the descendants for four generations.

And now, I hope that thou shalt become the cause of the illu-
mination of souls, so that they may acquire a heavenly nature,
and that thy goodly character may exert its influence upon a
vast number of people.

BRL__ATE#086
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AB12310

O you who spread the banner of remembrance and raise the
standards of divine praise!

Khan has arrived in this Most Great Prison and attained the
privilege of visiting the holy shrine. In the gatherings and
meetings he adorned his discourse with mention of your words
and deeds, saying that he had derived the lights of guidance
from that lamp of mercy and glass of bounty, and had in-
haled the sweet fragrances of divine favors from that source.
Through the breath of that one who is attracted to God, he
became successful through the spirit of guidance, and through
the enkindling of that burning ember lit by the fire blazing in
the Tree of Sinai, he became illumined and enkindled with the
fire of the love of God.

3 In brief, he offered the utmost praise for your noble character
and ancient kindness, and brought us much joy and delight, for
indeed you possess a radiant countenance, a luminous brow,
a expansive nature, a capacious breast, and a heart illumined
with the lights of recognition. The splendor of the All-Merciful
is manifest from the horizon of his face.

Through the grace of the Lord God, we hope that you may be
assisted to serve the loved ones of God and be confirmed in
spreading the divine verses, and that in this divine gathering
you may be successful in exalting the Word and, like a candle
in this assembly, may become illumined and confirmed.

And the glory be upon you.
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ABU1720

If so great a remedy would be applied to the sick body of
the world, it would certainly be the means of continually and
permanently healing its illness by the conciliation of universal
moderation. Reflect that, under such conditions of life, no Gov-
ernment would need to prepare and accumulate war materials,
or would need to pay heed to the invention of new weapons of
defence for the vexation and hurt of mankind. On the contrary
they would require only a few soldiers, as a means of assuring
the safety of the state and punishing the wicked and rebellious
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and preventing the growth of civil sedition. Not more than
these few would be needed.

In the first place, therefore, the servants of God—that is to say,
all the inhabitants of a state—would be freed from bearing the
burden of the tremendous expense of an army; in the second,
the many persons who now devote their lives to the invention
of fresh instruments of war would no longer waste their time on
such work, which but encourages ferocity and bloodthirstiness,
and is repugnant to the universal ideal of humanity. On the
contrary, they would employ their natural gifts in the cause if
the general well-being and would contribute towards the peace
and salvation of mankind.

All the rulers of the world will then be settled on peaceful
thrones amid the glory of a perfect civilization, and all the
nations and the peoples will rest in the cradle of peace and
comfort.

SW__ vO7#15 p.137

ABU1722

Give my greeting to the friends in Washington and say: ‘O
ye believers of God! T am always thinking of the days that
I associated with you. Never will I forget you and the spiri-
tual meetings held in your city. I beg from the favors of the
Blessed Perfection than ye may became assisted to promote the
Cause of God and promulgate the Word of God in the South-
ern States, that just as Washington is the political center of
the American Republic, she may become the dawning-place of
merciful susceptibilities and celestial feelings.

Arise ye without any fear in the promulgation of the religion
of God! Become ye firmly rooted in this great aim, send ye
teachers to all directions, and become ye not apprehensive that
ye meet strong opposition. The contradiction of others is more
conducive to the strength of the Cause of God. Ever do I beg
for you divine confirmation. My spirit is with each one of you.

Do ye not look upon your own capacities. Rest ye assured
in the bounties of the Blessed Perfection. He shall change the
drop into an ocean and the moth into an eagle. He changes the
stone into the precious ruby and the scintilla into the world-
illuminating sun.

Open ye the eloquent tongues and day and night consult with
each other regarding the promotion of the Cause of God, so
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that in the end you may crown your heads with this diadem
and carrying in your hands the swords of light, ye may conquer
the kingdoms of the hearts’.

SW_ v10#06 p.112

ABU1734

At the time when the Bab was being driven by his enemies
from place to place there lived in a certain city a believer who
had never seen him. He had heard that the Bab wore a green
turban, as did all the descendants of Muhammad. This believer
went to see the Bab, and he looked for the green turban. It so
happened that just before his arrival the Bab had taken off his
green turban, putting on instead, a Persian cap. So the man
did not recognize Him. The Bab joked, saying, ‘I have heard
that you have become a believer in the new movement. What
has caused this change?’

The man answered: ‘The proof of Muhammad was His eloquent
Arabic book. I have heard that this young man has brought
through revelation several eloquent Arabic and Persian epistles
which have the spirit of the word of Muhammad.

The Bab said: ‘Whoever thus reveals, you believe?’

He then began writing verses, like a crystal river. The man,
overwhelmed, cried out that such an one must be a Manifesta-
tion. ‘But why does not he wear a green turban?’

SW__v14#06 p.181, STAB#072

AB04379

To: Yazdi, Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn et al.

O friends, lovers of truth! ‘Abdu’l-Baha is, night and day,
immersed in the ocean of teaching, in the billowing deep of
utterance, and in the setting forth of proofs. Yet, notwith-
standing this, the beloved Jinab-i-‘Aziz desireth a letter whose
speech should be as the sugar-scattering song of parrots; and
I, too, solely for his sake, am obedient to every commanding
and compelling behest, for the heart of Jinab-i-‘Aziz is dear
indeed.
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2 In brief, now that it is night, I am standing by the lamp and
writing hastily, offhand and with the utmost dispatch, that
those friends of the All-Merciful may be filled with joy and
gladness.

Praise be to God, in Paris, souls intimate and precious have
appeared; the Cause of God hath breathed spirit into a feeble
body, and the foundations of the divine teachings have been
laid. The hope is that, in this centre, those who are naturalists
may become divine, may find the field open before them and
prevail; that the divine edifice may be raised on high, and
that the banner of Ya Baha'u’l-Abha may wave. Upon you be
greeting and praise.
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AB04459

To: Mirza Kazim Sartip, in Adhirbayjan

O thou who art guided by the Supreme Guidance! Give thanks
unto God that the Sun of Reality hath shed the light of guid-
ance and illumined the horizons of heart and soul. The morn
of guidance hath dawned and the darkness of night hath van-
ished. The veil hath been lifted and the Beloved of hearts hath
appeared. The messenger of grace hath arrived bringing glad
tidings of the supreme gift.

The realm of the spirit hath gained the expanse of paradise
and life-giving breezes have wafted. The cloud of mercy hath
poured forth the rain of grace and the gardens of holiness have
been sanctified. Hearts have become fountains of divine knowl-
edge and contingent beings have received bounty from the Sun
of the Divine Essence.

This is through the grace and favor of the Incomparable Lord,
Who hath dyed the world crimson with the blood of martyrs,
so that these brilliant signs might, with overwhelming power,
influence the reality of possibility and make this lowly element
the envy of the ethereal sphere.

Therefore rejoice thou in these great glad tidings and this
supreme gift. Verily thou art, in the sight of thy Lord, trusted
and established and faithful. And upon thee be peace.
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AB04398

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Alexandria

O descendant of the glorious Nabill You asked about this
blessed passage which was revealed from the heaven of grace
in the Tablet to your late father regarding Hasan-i-Bujistani,
where He states that those very attributes became the cause
of his doubt and uncertainty. He was unaware that while the
farmer’s purpose is to water the wheat, the weeds are watered
incidentally. All attributes refer to the Point of the Bayan, to
the first to believe and a limited number. Hasan and those
like him incidentally attained to the waters of the Bayan and
the attributes of the All-Merciful. And this station remains as
long as acceptance remains, otherwise it returns to the lowest
station. Thus ends His words, exalted and glorified be He.

Thou hast further asked: If the First to Believe—may my soul
be a sacrifice unto him—had been deprived in the Dispensation
of the Blessed Beauty, what then would his station have been,
and to whom would these attributes have pertained?

Know thou that all names and praises, all attributes and per-
fections, are among the distinguishing properties of the Sun
of Truth. The light proceedeth from Him and returneth unto
Him. These perfections, in the realities of all others, are but
borrowed from that Sun of Truth; and each reality, according
to its own capacity and worthiness, deriveth illumination from
those lights. The First to Believe—may my soul be offered
up for him—was as a resplendent moon, drawing his radiance
from that Sun of Truth; and the other noble and guided souls
in that Dispensation were as stars. And glory be upon thee.
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AB04363

To: Tabrizi, Mirza Abdu’l-Ali (Egypt) et al., in Alexandria

O two servants of God! A general letter was written to the
friends of God in Alexandria, and in the draft the names of all
were mentioned, but the scribe forgot your names. You have al-
ways been mentioned and will continue to be mentioned. This
was the scribe’s oversight, not any cooling of Abdul-Baha’s
regard. In any case, I hope that through ancient grace and
generous favor you will always remain firm and steadfast as a
mighty mountain in the Cause of God, and constantly engage
in servitude at the Holy Threshold, so that you may become
independent of the sovereignty of all who are on earth. For the
sovereignty of the world has no foundation.

2 Observe how the empire of Victoria was completely rolled up
and folded away. But the servitude of the servants of God is an
eternal sovereignty - as ages and cycles pass, its flame grows
brighter and its rays become more luminous. Consider how
two thousand years ago, a soul drew one breath for the sake of
God, and although he was detached from this world and all its
affairs, even in the dust his banner is raised high. Therefore
take heed, O people of insight! And upon you be glory.
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AB04313
To: Shahab Fatheazam Ardistani
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg Wb !

What thou hadst written to Jinab-i-Mirza Husayn was noted.
From the favors of the Sun of Truth, confirmation and assis-
tance were sought for you, and likewise forgiveness was be-
seeched for him who ascended unto God, Aga Mirza Habib,
that he may become the recipient of pardon, favors and the
object of the benevolence of the merciful Lord.

3 From the Kingdom of Bounty, it is hoped that all the friends
who are firm in the Covenant may be immersed in the ocean

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

%Wgsngsw\jﬂuu@T‘
JJNLJLMWJM\)\.»;;
u\ja.p slednl poed wh‘uﬂ
M}’W\,ﬂ bm\ A aelaze (6l )
Ksls Zule 0 5 Sl 5 e gdin
x5 Ol
g & Sl del Ole) oS
e O £ 53 Olg Ok OLL

187


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-28.html

ot

V]

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB04394

of forgiveness, especially that family who from the beginning
of the Cause sacrificed their lives in this path and from the
dawning of the Morn of Guidance were ready for sacrifice in
every way.

A special letter was written and sent to Jinab-i-Aqa Shaykh
‘Abdu’l-Husayn-i-Tafti. Previously also, through the most
wonderful and glorious greeting and the expression of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s longing, they were made the cause of spirit and
fragrance.

It is hoped from the Threshold of Baha that in Ardistan they
may so educate the children of the friends that each one may
become a flower in the garden of faithfulness and a cypress tree
in the paradise of guidance.

; And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB04394

To: Shahab Fatheazam Ardistani

O descendant of that illustrious person - your noble father
achieved spiritual conquests, conquered the cities of hearts,
and was entitled Fath-i-A’zam (the Most Great Victory). The
conquests of world-conquering kings will be forgotten and the
territorial conquests of past and future monarchs will fade
away, but the conquests of that illustrious person are eternal
in effect and everlasting in establishment. Those physical con-
quests were achieved through aggression, bloodshed and feroc-
ity, while these conquests are attained through the breaths of
the All-Merciful, conscious attractions, divine verses, heartfelt
impulses, heavenly power and divine sovereignty. Those con-
quests take life, these conquests bestow life. Those bring regret,
these grant bounty. Those produce pride, these humility and
submissiveness. Those say “To whom belongs the kingdom?”
while these utter “The kingdom belongs to God, the One, the
Almighty.” Observe how great is the difference between them!

O Shihab, become a piercing star and a brilliant ray. Become
a divine light in the infinite heights and a luminous orb in the
ethereal sphere, so that the truth of “The son is the mystery of
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his father” may become manifest. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB04390

To: Baha’is of Baku

O ye who have quaffed an intoxicating draught from the cup
of fidelity to the Covenant! Thanks be to His Holiness the Self-
Subsistent that ye are come beneath the shadow of the Mighty
Tabernacle, and arrived within the Abha Paradise, in the II-
lumined Garden. Ye are transported by the wine of fidelity
to the Covenant, and stirred into a tumult by the heat of the
fire of the love of God. My hope is that, through the grace
and bounties of the Abha Beauty, ye may become leaders of
the free and commanders of the company of the righteous; be-
come a focal centre of the traces of Him Who is the Living, the
Self-Subsisting, and a dawning-place of the effulgences of His
Holiness, the Object of all knowledge; become signs of Divine
Unity and manifestations of Heavenly Detachment; become
shining stars and radiant lamps; and so kindle the fire of the
love of God in the very summits of the earth and the midmost
heart of the world that its flame may spread to all parts and
regions, and the sweet savours of holiness may be wafted from
the rose-garden of understanding throughout the whole of the
Caucasus.

O my God! This is a city wherein the fire of Thy love hath
blazed, and the lights of Thy knowledge have shone. Make
then its precincts illumined, its environs fragrant, its courts
spacious, and its happiness immense, through the light of Thy
Divine Unity which shineth from that city in every direction
of that region; and make Thou Thy loved ones therein the
waves of the sea of Thy oneness, the troops of the hosts of Thy
knowledge, the trees of the garden of Thy bestowal, and the
fruits of the tree of Thy providence.

Thou, verily, art the All-Bounteous, the Most Exalted.

BRL__ATE#012, MAAN#29
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To: Rahil, in Beirut

O cherished handmaiden of God! Truly you have been afflicted
with every tribulation and the unfaithful have shown you the
utmost cruelty. Every relative has stung like a thorn and all
your kinfolk have bitten like scorpions. Yet you remained pa-
tient, showed forbearance, and were content with what was
ordained.

Days will come when you will forget all these things and divine
glad tidings will so encompass you that you will seek forgive-
ness and pardon for those cruel ones and treat them with the
utmost kindness. These bitter days, more bitter than poison,
shall pass away; Once again days sweet as sugar shall return.

3 Be assured that the more patience you show, the more victory
you will achieve, especially in these matters. Do not imagine
that they will derive any benefit from these properties or gain
any advantage. Rather, in the end these possessions will be-
come a burden and this wealth a curse. Then cries of “Oh,
what regret!” will be raised and “Oh, what shame!” will reach
every ear. But you, in utmost joy from the manifest grace of
Sinai, will be gathered with the holy leaves.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04543

To: Surush son of Nush, in Bombay

O kind and merciful God! These pure souls have been released
from this prison of dust and have winged their flight to Thy
world. They were good natured, enraptured by Thy counte-
nance, and thirsty for Thy living water. When they were in
this world, they became quickened by the breath of the All-
Merciful and obtained a seeing eye and a hearing ear. They
were free from every limitation, and through Thy loving prov-
idence they were cheerful and happy. Now they have flown to
the world of mystery in order to build a nest and haven in the
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precincts of Thy mercy upon the Blessed Tree, where they are
singing and chanting with wondrous melodies.

O God! Wash away their sins, guide them from the well to the
apex of the moon, admit them into the rose garden of bounty,
and shelter them in the meadow of pardon and forgiveness.
Make them chief among the free, and cause them to enter the
assemblage of them that are nigh unto God. Comfort those
that remain behind, give peace to their hearts, and make them
ornaments in the world of creation that they may busy them-
selves with Thy remembrance, and engage in Thy praise and
glorification. Thou art the Pardoner. Thou art the Forgiving.
Thou art the Merciful, the Most Kind.

ADMS#187
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AB04600

To: Mrs. Sheppard, in Brooklyn

O thou gem who art shining with the Light of the Love of
God! Verily I read thy confession of the Oneness of God, thine
acknowledgement of the Appearance of the Kingdom of God,
thy turning toward the Day-Spring of the Verses of God, thy
desire to arise in the service of the Cause of God, and thine
adherence to the Covenant of God. Amen!

I say unto thee: Every woman who is directed to the Guidance
of God in this Great Age, will surpass men in every respect;
and she will be informed of the Hidden Mystery of Preserved
Allegory; her word will take effect even in a hard rock; minds
will be astonished at the power of her understanding; and souls
will be subdued by the strength of her argument.

It is incumbent upon thee to be steadfast in this Great Cause,
firm in this right path, quaff from this cup which is overflowing
with the Wine of Knowledge, and resist the hosts of trial (or
tests).

Upon thee be praise.

BSTW#034, BSTW#452
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AB04348

To: Bibi Rawhani, in Bushruyyih

O dove of the rose garden! The melodies of that bird of the
garden of divine knowledge reached the ears of these ones enkin-
dled with the fire of the love of God, and the moaning, sighing
and lamenting of that nightingale of the garden of faithfulness
burned the hearts of the faithful ones with the fire of separa-
tion from the Luminary of the horizons. It seems the effect
of the ink of the decree found a burning fire, and the letters
and words took on the nature of flames. The people of the
pavilion of glory joined in sighs and cries upon hearing it, and
those secluded in the tents of grandeur wept and wailed from
its intense effect.

O bird of the spiritual meadow, strike up a melody and raise
a call that will ignite the fire of love for the Beloved of cre-
ation in the heart of existence, and raise such a flame that the
coldness of the physical worlds of the handmaidens of God will
be transformed into the spiritual heat of the love of God, and
the frozen state of hearts will be changed to melting. Raise a
loud cry and send forth a soul-deep call. Make the mention
of the Chosen Beauty a gathering lamp by night and day and
illuminate the world. And the Glory be upon you and upon
the handmaidens of the All-Merciful there.
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AB04511

To: Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Bushruyyih

O kind friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What bounty is this, and what
favor, and what grace is this, and what care and protection,
that the Divine Unity in Its attribute of mercy has shed Its light
upon all creation! The signs of wrath have vanished, the lights
of grace are manifest, the signs of confirmation are present, the
gates of the Kingdom are open, the call of the Blessed Beauty
is heard from the realm of the unseen.
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Therefore this is the time for steadfastness and the moment
for glad-tidings, the day of sacrifice and the time of joy - and
sacrifice is the essence of success.

The East is illumined, the West is perfumed, the South is filled
with the breezes of grace, and the North is the scene of manifes-
tation of the attributes of the Lord of Beauty. The horizons are
astir and creation is in commotion. The call is raised high and
God’s bounty is the portion of every person of understanding.

Weep like the clouds and smile like the meadow, and ask God
that you may become a sacrifice at the Threshold of the Blessed
Beauty and offered up in the path of that Peerless Beloved.
Know the value of this most great bounty so that you may
succeed in attaining that which is the ultimate hope of those
near to the Supreme Threshold.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04266

To: Farani, Jalal Bashir Rahmani et al.

O ye servants of the threshold of the Abha Beauty! Render
thanks unto God that ye have entered the world of existence
in this great century, in this glorious era; that ye have been
cradled by the love of God and that ye have drank from the
breast of His knowledge. May the Abha Beauty be praised that
ye have been raised in the bosom of His love and have become
peerless plants in the rose gardens of His loving providence.

Strive, therefore with all your heart and soul in gratitude for
this infinite bounty and grace. Strive that ye may be assisted
to become truly thankful for this station. It is a station of
detachment from this contingent world; it is a station of at-
traction to the beauty of the Beloved. It is a condition of sev-
erance from self and from the defilement of the physical world,
of purification of self in the service of the divine Threshold.

If ye are granted such gifts of the ancient Beauty ye shall be
the recipients of limitless grace and shalt be blessed by the
mercy of the most Merciful, and shalt attain unto eternal life
and everlasting honour and shalt be accorded great dignity in
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the world of humanity. How great the blessedness of him that
hath attained unto such gifts in such great days as these.
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AB04462

To: Fadlullah Naraqi (Muavinut-Tujjar), in Hamadan

O believer in the verses of God! Your letters were reviewed
and their contents were filled with spiritual meanings and fra-
grances. They contained clear signs of glad tidings that con-
tinuously reach the souls and consciences of spiritual friends

from the divine Kingdom.

So observe in what cycle you have come into existence and in
what realm of manifestation you have found rest, and how you
have entered under the extended shade of the Praised Station
beneath the raised standard. Know the value of this mighty
station and open your hands in thanksgiving, saying: “O Lord
Who doeth what He willeth! Thou exaltest whom Thou willest
and abaseth whom Thou willest.” Thanks that in the world of
creation and origination Thou hast gathered me among the
companions of the right hand.

Therefore keep me far and removed from the companions of
the left, immerse me in the sea of thy grace, admit me to the
frequented House, and as Thou hast through Thy bounty and
generosity admitted me to the pavilion of the Covenant, so
illumine my heart with the lights of Thy testament that the
eyes of the people of all regions may be dazzled. O Generous
One! Grant steadfastness and devotion, and bestow firmness
and establishment.
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AB04581

To: Fadlullah Naraqi (Muavinut-Tujjar), in Hamadan

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! What
you had written was read with utmost eagerness, and its con-
tents, like honey and nectar, sweetened the taste - for it demon-
strated steadfastness in the Cause of God and firmness and con-
stancy in the Covenant and Testament of God. The Blessed
Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His exalted threshold,
through His hidden favors trained these evanescent atoms and
through His grace and bounty accepted us, so that in these
days we might arise to fulfill the obligations of servitude and
be guardians at His blessed threshold, and like atoms be ut-
terly effaced in the rays of the Sun of the religion of God, and
engage in service - and His service is the teaching of the Blessed
Cause which we should carry out in the East and West. When
we succeed in fulfilling the obligations of servitude, we will il-
luminate a face in the Abha Kingdom. We are all His servants
and evanescent atoms in His rays and light. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Permission is granted for you to visit the Threshold that is the
sanctuary of the Supreme Concourse. Blessed art thou and
glad tidings be unto thee for this.
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AB04524

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad S, in Isfahan

O you who are the remembrance of the Lord of the righteous
ones and the exemplar of the chosen ones! You are the memo-
rial of that Master of the righteous ones and the remnant of
that mine of mysteries. In the gathering of hearts you occupy
the seat of highest respect, and in reality of souls you deserve
complete honor. You are the descendant of that illustrious one
and the fruit of that supreme paradise garden. Therefore we
are expectant and hopeful, watchful and in intense anticipa-
tion that this delicate branch, like its noble root, will become
fruitful with the utmost freshness and grace, and will gain ver-
dancy and vitality from the life-giving breezes, and will become

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SOV 508 5 LY s e KT L
Sl Odne O #4563\l s O JESL
225 Fb el (ihde o Ji2 5o
T e JoE 3131 G g i
Jl:.wc (RS u;) U P C\a d\ “o400 é,.la-
S)L‘ u-\w)b (Mﬂ)‘)b“‘} f\r
Sl s Gy el O k) FLa
GF s s 355 ek il 5 ol b
H FLony s Sh) s Al sl gl )

195


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-218.html

Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB04538

the ornament and adornment of the divine garden and yield
perpetual fruit. And this is the ultimate hope of the sincere
ones and the believers.

For some time there has been no news from your honor. Surely
continuous glad tidings should arrive. The cousin, who is in
truth the younger brother, rather the peerless son of your
honor, is headed in that direction. Surely you will preserve
the rights of the noble uncle regarding him, and this preserva-
tion and consideration will be the magnet of all good regarding
your honor. And this is a promise that will not prove false.
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AB04538

To: Mirza Sadiq (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O fresh branch from the Tree of Martyrdom! Your detailed
letter was reviewed, but it was in no way advisable for the
quiet, silent, reserved lady to read it and become informed, for
if she were to learn of it, she has such attachment to you that
she would weep and lament day and night. She is not in these
worldly realms at all - she is sanctified above such matters and
thoughts.

As for the others, their entire purpose was simply her com-
ing, nothing more, and these minor matters do not warrant
such discussion. It is clear that you have shown and continue
to show the utmost kindness toward her - these matters are
settled.

Do not be troubled at all, for the matter is not confusing. Con-
sider some accounts as parenthetical statements. Each person
speaks according to their own thoughts. “Leave aside the tra-
ditions, for they do not suffice in place of the verses.” All the
friends, both men and women, have been and are completely
satisfied with you.

Think about important matters, namely the conduct of the
people of God, so that God willing, you may be remembered
among the people like the two Most Great Martyrs. And glory
be upon you, O descendant of that martyr.
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AB04292

To: Ali Milani, in Ishqabad

O true servant of the Abha Beauty! After the ascension of
the Blessed Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved
ones, holy souls forgot this world and saw themselves in the
Abha Kingdom, and conducted themselves accordingly. Day

and night they devoted their time to serving the Cause of God.

They sought neither comfort, nor bounty, nor security, nor
pleasure. Their joy is the melody of the birds that rises in the
rose garden of Abha, and their desire is the manifestation of
the light and flame of Sinai that sheds its radiance from the
hidden realm of the Abha Kingdom. Their purpose is to exalt
the Word of God and diffuse the divine fragrances, and their
effort is to become utterly effaced at the Sacred Threshold.

These souls are Baha’i, they are divine, they are luminous, they
are of the All-Merciful. They cast no shadow, but are rather
light from head to foot. I hope that such souls will be raised
up in those regions and that you will be one of them.

Jinab-i-Amin expressed the utmost satisfaction and praise for
you, which became the cause of increased joy. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB04376

To: Aga Muhammad Javad et al., in Ishqabad

O friends of the Abha Beauty! If you knew how mighty is
this address and how precious are those addressed, you would
surely spread your wings like birds in utmost joy and gladness
and soar to these heights of the most great bounty. For this
address is the title of the Concourse on High and this title is
a gift from the Abha Kingdom. How much should the loved
ones rejoice, be gladdened and be drawn by this address!
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Soon will the radiance of this reality shine upon the world and
become the light of both worlds. Soon will you see the sincere
ones in great joy.

Alas, a hundred times alas, that the heedless are unaware of the
glad tidings of this herald, and the faithless are deprived of this
bounty and fruit. They have sold this brilliant crown for a mere
trifle and burned this glorious diadem in the fire of negligence.
O what regret for them in that they have exchanged the bounty
of God within themselves and become a people of evil among
the greatest losers.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04253

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

O maidservants of the Most Glorious Beauty! The handmaid-
ens of that Kind Friend are precious, and today in the holy
court the pure ones speak in praise of the handmaidens of the
Blessed Beauty, such that even those secluded behind the veil
of glory feel envy and admiration, and from joy and delight
they exclaim “blessed are they and glad tidings be unto them!”

Like grateful birds in the holy gardens, open your tongues in
praise of the Forgiving Lord and speak and sing: “O Pure One!
O Kind Lord! Thanks be unto Thee that Thou hast made
these maidservants precious and placed the crown of bounty
upon these lowly ones’ heads. Thou didst open the door of
forgiveness, show Thy face, and capture our hearts. O Loving
Lord! We cannot praise Thee enough and fall short in our
worship. We are helpless and insignificant, lacking and without
discernment. Yet we seek Thy face, hasten toward Thee, and
speak Thy praise. We are captives in the chains of Thy love
and aided by the Prince of the realm of bounty. Thanks be
unto Thee that Thou hast poured honey and sugar into our
mouths and made these maidservants successful. Praise be
unto Thee, thanks be unto Thee, grace be unto Thee, and
bounty is from Thee. Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Kind,
the Compassionate.”
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AB12339

To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O true servant of that Sacred Identity! Jinab-i-Aqa Abdul-
Wahhab arrived at the Holy Land, the luminous spot, with a
face radiant as the moon with the light of glad-tidings, and
was blessed with pilgrimage to the Sacred Threshold. In truth,
the resplendent lights of the All-Merciful were manifest and
evident from his brow, and the signs of divine bestowal were
clear and apparent from his countenance. We were very pleased
to meet him. “The secret of the son is the secret of his father”
is evident in him. Through pure bounty and the essence of
the favors of the Sovereign of existence, we hope that day by
day he will increase in perfection and virtuous qualities, and
advance in the stations of faith, certitude and knowledge, until
soon he becomes the cause of guidance to all, near and far, and
a sign of the bestowal of the Glorious Lord. And glory be upon
you and upon every penitent servant.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the as-
sured leaf, the handmaiden of God, the mother of Aqa Abdul-
Wahhab. She is remembered and mentioned at the Sacred
Threshold of the Beloved. And glory be upon her and upon
every good, assured leaf who has believed in God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB04256

To: Wife of Aba Basir, in Ishqabad

O handmaid of God! Your esteemed companion drank the cup
of martyrdom from the hand of the Cup-bearer of divine favor
and hastened to the altar of love, sacrificing both property
and life. Had he remained in this transient world, he would
surely have beaten the drum of departure by now and suffered
for some time on a sickbed before vacating this earthly frame.
But now, like a stately cypress in the garden of the Most Great
Martyrdom, he grows with perfect freshness and grace in the
highest paradise, and has become the object of the Lord God’s
pardon and forgiveness.
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2 Therefore be thankful that during his lifetime that clear-
sighted one never hurt anyone’s feelings nor uttered a word
that would sadden any heart. He was always kind to all
creation and served all humanity with heart and soul. In the
end this good intention led him to the rank of martyrdom and
won him the greatest gift.

This event deserves gratitude, so praise God that He has left
such a noble distinction to that family and lineage forever.
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ABO04515

To: Baha’is of Ishtihard

...0 friends! Though physically distant from the Threshold of
the Lord of Hosts, yet praise be to God, you are present in
heart, soul and spirit. The soul yearns, the heart circumambu-
lates the Sacred Threshold, and the spirit is uplifted by these
illuminating expositions. What a bounty is this, and what
a gift, that all points of the earth have become as a single
point, and all regions have turned toward a single spot. The
East has embraced the West, and the South and North have
clasped hands in greeting. All have entered beneath the di-
vine pavilion, and the Tree of Life has cast its shadow over all
horizons.

> Therefore we must arise in thanksgiving to the One True God
and not squander such a bounty, nor leave it without effect
and fruit. And the effect and fruit is the acquisition of those
perfections which adorn human reality - namely, unity and
the abandonment of estrangement, and freedom from personal
interests and thoughts. Direct all your thoughts to the progress
of all, strive for the betterment of the condition of all souls and
the refinement of character, and become endowed with divine
attributes. Until character is reformed and human virtues and
excellences are made manifest, the Beloved of eternal glory will
not unveil His face....
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To: Qaini, Samadiyyih daughter of Ismullah Asdaq, in Khurasan

O pure leaf attracted by the fragrances of God! All that you
spoke with your tongue, wrote upon pages, strung as pearls of
utterance, and desired in your heart and soul has been heard,
known and witnessed.

Praise be to the Ancient Lord, the Manifest Light, and the Sun
of the Supreme Heaven that you have received such a bounty
from the King of Creation - that you found the way to the lane
of the Friend, hastened to His threshold of favors, turned away
from all else but Him, were consumed by the fire of His beauty,
and attained such a gift which was the ultimate hope of the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful, and tasted the sweetness of
grace from the cup of eternity.

3 Blessed are you and blessed is every handmaiden who has at-
tained what you have attained through the grace of your An-
cient Lord. Glad tidings to you, then glad tidings to you of
this great bounty.

Regarding the house, whatever His Holiness Ibn-i-Ismu’llah-i-
Asdaq (upon them both be the Most Glorious Glory of God)
deems advisable, carry it out. This matter has been delegated
to him. We have accepted what you requested and offered.
Your Lord shall soon reward you for this in His earthly kingdom
and His heavenly realm. Verily, He has power over all things.
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ABU1808

in London

Another asked why the teachings of all religions are expressed
largely by parables and metaphors and not in the plain lan-
guage of the people.

Abdu’l-Baha replied: — “Divine things are too deep to be ex-
pressed by common words.
pressed in parable in order to be understood and preserved for
ages to come. When the spiritually minded dive deeply into

The heavenly teachings are ex-
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the ocean of their meaning they bring to the surface the pearls
of their inner significance. There is no greater pleasure than
to study God’s Word with a spiritual mind.”

“The object of God’s teaching to man is that man may know
himself in order to comprehend the greatness of God. The
Word of God is for agreement and concord. If you go to Persia
where the friends of Abha are many, you will at once real-
ize the unifying force of God’s work. They are doing their
utmost to strengthen this bond of amity. There, people of dif-
ferent nationalities gather in one meeting and chant the divine
tablets with one accord. It might be supposed that they were
all brethren. We do not consider anyone a stranger, for it is
said by Baha'u’llah ‘Ye are all the rays of one sun; the fruits
of one tree; and the leaves of one branch. We desire the true
brotherhood of humanity. This shall be so, and it has already
begun. Praise to be God, the Helper, the Pardoner!”

ATL.080

AB04353

To: Nur Ali et al., in Najafabad

O family prepared for the field of sacrifice! Jinab-i-Aga Rah-
matullah has arrived and I hope he will be successful and con-
firmed in service at the Divine Threshold.

If there is some delay in granting permission for some to at-
tend at this blessed spot, this is due to the wisdom set forth in
the Book, otherwise there would be no shortcoming. For the
treacherous ones have caused such corruption, and the unfaith-
ful have in these days committed such cruelties that cannot be
described. Therefore, wisdom requires that this land remain
thus for a while until some calm is achieved.

3 But you there should always be occupied with remembrance
and meditation on the trials, tribulations and afflictions of
Abdul-Baha, and be engaged day and night in diffusing the
divine fragrances. These are the days of opportunity for teach-
ing and explaining the degrees of divine unity. Blessed is the
one who guides a soul to the divine path.
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Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to all the
friends and loved ones of God.
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AB04528

To: Muhammad Shafi Rawhani, in Nayriz

O Shafi, O thou who hath been interceded for by others! By
God, The True One, Thy Lord’s bounty hath been overflowing.
The river of His bounty hath swelled. The ocean of His bounty
hath raged in this Most Great Epoch, in this Most Glorious
Age, in this New Century. By thy life, multitudes have inter-
ceded in The Day of The Manifestation of Thy Most Glorious
Lord on behalf of sinful servants and their ancestors. This in-
tercession hath been accepted. Their hearts were opened and
healed through obtaining their Heart’s Desire and attaining
this praiseworthy station.

It behooves us to sing His praise to give His Holiness unending
glory. Abandon the reins of hesitation! Let loose thy tongue
among the inhabitants of this world, in the gatherings of the
believers. Sing with thy best melodies in remembrance of The
All-Merciful and cry out:

O Deprived ones, arise with gladness. Come to glory on this
Great Path! O Hopeless ones, arise with gladness. Come to
glory at this refreshing and pure spring! O Sincere ones, arise
with gladness. Come to glory through firmness in this Most
Great Covenant! O Wavering ones in the Covenant, bemoan
your certain loss! O Steadfast ones, arise with gladness. Come
to glory. Abide in your heavenly home in the Most Glorious
Kingdom! O Well-Anchored ones, arise with gladness. Come
to glory in the paradise of God’s good pleasure and His abun-
dant bestowals!

Glory be upon you and upon all who are steadfast and firm in
the Covenant of God!

NYR#102
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AB04285

To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in New York

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your letter from Paris
has arrived....

Either one must endure hardships or seek comfort and ease. Be
like men and cast your ball into the field. I hope you will be
a man of the field, wielding the polo stick and seizing the ball.
Consider His Holiness, the unique and illustrious one, the di-
vine Jindb-i-Vahid, how he sacrificed his life in the path of God
and traversed the way of utter selflessness and evanescence. He
rested not for a moment nor found comfort for an instant. He
became detached from worldly glory, wealth and bounty, and
freed himself from home and family. He gave up his posses-
sions to plunder and pillage, and surrendered his property and
estate to the oppressor. After enduring great hardships, he
took his heart and soul in hand, hastened to the altar of love,
and offered them in the path of the Beloved.

This is the way of the lovers, this is the path of the longing
ones. Until you reach this station, you will not find rest in the
shade of the Sacred Tree. I hope that we may attain to this
station, become utterly effaced and non-existent, completely
annihilated and obliterated, so that we may follow the example
of that leader of the righteous ones and emerge from the realm
of immortality, the supreme horizon, and the Most Glorious
Kingdom. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04244

To: Russell, Sigurd et al., in Paris

O son of the Kingdom! Your letter was received and its con-
tents were understood. Praise be to God that you are firm,
steadfast and striving to become one of the true sons of the
Kingdom.
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2 You had asked about my wish - my purpose is that you study
the sciences and knowledge, acquire the art of poetry and com-
position, complete your studies in school, raise the call to the
Kingdom, and engage in spreading the lights of truth. You
have not yet completed your studies - you must strive until
you properly master poetry and composition as you should. At
that time, I will specifically summon you to Akka and assign
you an important task.

We have granted permission for the dear maidservant of God
Madame Jackson to attain Our presence. God willing, com-
plete recommendations will be made verbally regarding you.

Be confident. I love you very much and I seek a great good for
you in the divine Kingdom. But you must follow my instruc-
tions. As much as you can, strive to acquire knowledge. This
is now necessary. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB04485

To: Wife of Afnan, in Port Said

O blessed leaf of the Sinaitic Tree! Give thanks to God that you
have entered beneath the extended shade and gathered under
the raised banner of the Covenant of God, and that you have
turned from the Sacred Mosque, the circumambulation point
of spiritual souls, toward the Most Remote Mosque, the giblih
of the Concourse on High. You have illumined your brow with
the manifest light at the sacred, perfumed and fragrant dust,
and with heart and soul you have offered yourself in kissing
that Life-giving Threshold.

Now return to that sacred threshold with utmost joy, and on
behalf of the blessed leaves, press your face and hair to the
dust of that sacred threshold. Give the glad-tidings of the
Lord of mankind to the handmaidens of the Merciful in that
land, that all may engage in remembrance of the Divine Unity
with complete joy, delight, attraction and gladness, and may
recall the favors and bounties of the Ancient Beauty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b e o8 S8 Ly 2o 28l 45 o
;\) C,‘EJJJ 6-\::4 Jb‘.\ bj-u JBJJ é{
s 5 (388 pshs Gle Sy 5 jhee
P o2 domat DLl Lyl Olhe ol ~
S0 ans S4udin Lo s 8358 g Sl o
Olwl Jodit 9 (S A2Z (poe 55 1) Cpr o pime

@58 Jd Ol 5 o 4 Ol

aze O Sl ol e s Je
L;,,uju&uut;),y;\ 1 dueoize
Ll Jl awdds faze of AL ATRTI
o Al Oy oyl a8 o s, f)‘
Cﬁ;&)%;&f}‘;%ﬂ){ﬁf‘f
65 Yl s dte ool & ST

L)l e Jls cule 5 Ol

205



Vol. 186: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part VII)

AB04357

Let them strive with wisdom to guide receptive souls, endeavor
to educate children according to divine commandments, and
arise to perform prayer, supplication, fasting and devotions as
required by God’s decisive command.
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AB04357

To: Mirza Ibrahim Davafurush, in Qazvin

O possessor of the remedy for the afflicted!

Illnesses and diseases are of two kinds: physical and spiritual.
For bodily ailments, the cure lies in the pharmacy of earthly
physicians, while for spiritual maladies and afflictions, the rem-
edy is found in the divine dispensary. That medicine is bitter
and unpalatable to those suffering from intestinal colic, while
this remedy is sweet and pleasant to the taste of those patients
who seek the Beauty of the All-Glorious, the Most Holy.

A hundred loads of that medicine is not worth a stream, for
it does not grant eternal health. But a single particle of this
remedy is the supreme elixir that bestows everlasting life to
the soul.

Therefore strive with heart and soul, through the grace of the
Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His dust), to
obtain that divine compound, so that you may become the
remedy for every ill and the healing balm for every wound.

This remedy is the medicine of the Covenant and Testament,
and the distinguishing elixir of the Merciful’s Covenant, which
provides instantaneous healing to the sick body of contingent
being and is the great prepared balm for the severe wound of
the world. Therefore employ this preserving remedy.

And glory be upon the people of glory.
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AB04413

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin

O spiritual physician! Be not concerned about the severity of
illnesses and the intensity of inflammation. Be confident in
the influence of the Greatest Name, which makes the blind
see, the deaf hear, the mute speak, and brings the dead back
to life. Therefore, use this supreme antidote to treat chronic
ailments and cure intractable diseases. Although those with
experience, like His Holiness the Spirit [Christ], have said that
the Greatest Name has an effect even on solid rock, in truth it
has absolutely no effect on a fool, for foolishness is the wrath
of the Divine Unity and has no remedy. “And he whom God
sends astray, for him thou shalt never find a protecting guide.”
And may the Glory be upon thee.

2> Regarding the tribal peoples of the surrounding areas, good
effort has been expended. Soon it will yield great results. So
be confident in thy Lord’s grace and rejoice in the gifts of
thy Generous Lord. He will soon assist thee with hosts from
the Most Glorious Kingdom and make thee a brilliant lamp, a
light shining in the gatherings of the pure ones, a rising star in
the horizon of teaching, a singing bird in the gardens of unity,
and a guardian of the fortress of God’s Cause, the Mighty, the
Generous. And may the Glory be upon thee.

Sy s PNl St 5 Gy cab
8L plel ol e ek Lo Ol
NS I ST S
Je e G50 Bl Ul L oo L1,
dLJs'- 4%?\ L 3 Al plaul slys 5 g
el ol § WM ospp ray & Opr
g~ Cai s s ale b Ll K s
O b Cile & 4 >,\,vjy“lsﬁbg\
b s e s 2N el 5 Cl o]
Se el 5 1z 0,4

Dyl o o LB Sl o s 5
J@Gwmﬁ**«#’é\ﬂ%ﬁ’m
£ S5 Al i Sy ok
5 aa¥l oS e st Sy s
Jile G S Ty s e bl Sz
b oA e 3 b3l 12 5 i)
A ek Lo 5 a1 2L, G sl
Sde el 5 £ )

MMKG6#275

AB04328

To: Muhammad Bagir, in Qazvin

O you who are steadfast in the Covenant and firm in the
Testament! Give thanks to the Mighty, the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting Lord that from the beginning of the Cause you
drank of the sealed wine and heard with your heart and soul
the life-giving call of the Primal Point, His Holiness the Ex-
alted One (may my spirit and being be sacrificed for Him),
and responded with heart and soul “Yea, verily” to the call
of “Am I not?” from the Abha Beauty (may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones), and threaded the pearl of praise
and thanksgiving to the Lord of Creation, cleansed your heart
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from all save the Friend, attained the presence of God, and
were honored to hear His address openly.

From early youth you were assisted and confirmed, and in all
occasions and circumstances you stood firm. And now too you
remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament like
an iron foundation, dwelling beneath the shade of the Tree of
Life and protected in the impregnable fortress of the Covenant.

This is the most great gift and this is the supreme bounty.
This is divine favor and this is heavenly mercy. Praise be to
God, you have been and will continue to be the recipient of
the favors of the Ancient Beauty from all directions.

And upon the people of Baha be the Glory.
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AB04563

To: Naddaf, Muhammad Rida et al., in Qum

Although numerous letters have been written to the friends
in Qum, Kaykhusraw the Persian has desired a fresh remem-
brance and asked for a new mention, that they may fulfill the
requirements of love and affection. Indeed he is faithful and
captivated by the love and affection of the loved ones of God.
When the divine friends have such attachment to one another,
there is no doubt they will attain success in both worlds.

oAb pd e sdaia slaasli 1y o3 O o a
5 o5 Gob ol il sl s meeS Us
wﬁ-;ﬂéwbw\w\?dwbﬁ
5 gte el 5 Culbyl GG 1l B,
u&wufé\uu);,m\ Tl oz
3355 8 e Gt a2b w3l KK

%55 01K Ol

INBA16:090

AB11880

To: Siyyid Isma’il Shirazi, in Rangoon

O servant of the threshold of the Sun of Glory! You arranged
a celebration and prepared a feast such that the sounds of joy
rose high and its melody reached the threshold of the Forgiving
Lord. The pure chalice was passed around and the song of birds
took flight, its jubilation reaching the sacred court. Blessed
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and auspicious it is, and fortunate! We beseech the Living, Self-
Subsisting Lord that from the conjunction of these two stars in
the horizon of the love of God blessed results may appear, and
from the companionship of these two branches of the gardens
of the knowledge of God wondrous flowers may bloom in this
springtime season and goodly fruits become manifest. O Lord!
Cause these two trees to bring forth leaves, flowers and fruits
through Thy grace, bounty and benevolence. Verily Thou art
the Generous One.

2 Convey my greetings and praise to the handmaiden of God,
the mother, and say: Be happy, for you shall see this incom-
parable sapling become fruitful and shall find this shell filled
with pearls and gems.

O God! Cause them to grow with a goodly growth through
Thy grace and bounty, and brighten the eyes of their parents
through beholding the faces of their descendants. Verily Thou
art the Generous, the Bountiful. And upon thee be glory.
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Study guide to this volume

The seventh collection of undated letters and tablets from ‘Abdu’l-Baha is notably philosophical in
character. It opens with two miniature lectures in what ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s interlocutors might have
called “divine philosophy” — proofs of the reality of the spirit drawn from the order of the created
world, the invisibility of love and light, and the irreducible difference between sensory and intelligible
perception. These stand alongside texts of considerable legal and institutional significance: a clear
definition of which ordinances are binding and which are voluntary, a precise account of the Hands of
the Cause and the authority of the Universal House of Justice, and a compact ruling on retributive
justice and dietary law. A vivid cluster of documents from a period of acute surveillance and
extreme restriction in the Holy Land — letters rerouted through Port Said, believers instructed to
conceal their faith, ‘Abdu’l-Baha and His household confined to the fortress — gives the volume its
most historically intimate quality. Mystic letters of intense spiritual longing complete the picture.
Together they illuminate a dimension of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry that is easy to underestimate: the
simultaneous cultivation of interior life, institutional precision, practical resilience under genuine
danger, and a philosophical engagement with the questions of a world that had not yet decided
whether God was alive.

The Invisible Worlds: Spirit, Order, and the Proofs of God

Key Passages

O ye who ponder! When the realities of created things are unveiled, all entities are
observed to be in a state of utter need. The diverse elements — acting and reacting,
combining and separating — are witnessed, in the utmost order, to be governed by a
true and perfect system. Composition and analysis, union and separation, mingling
and commixture are, to the eye of truth, manifest in the highest degree of soundness
and arrangement, wholly removed from chance; and the beauty of reality revealeth its
countenance, while to the pure sense its sweet fragrance is inhaled. — ABO03468

When the ethereal force undulates, light appears in the world. Though its essence re-
mains veiled, yet its waves are known. In like manner burning, sighing, and lamentation
are plain and manifest, but the reality of love is concealed. Doth concealment become
the cause of nonexistence? Doth veiling behind the curtain prove the absence of the
heart-entrancing Beloved? The animals are keen in sensation, but man is endowed with
piercing vision. Every moving creature apprehendeth sensible realities, but intelligible
realities are disclosed and perceived by the seeing knower. — AB03468
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The divine worlds, even as the invisible and unknowable Essence, are hidden and con-
cealed from physical eyes and earthly vision, and their number is beyond the power of
mortal minds to reckon. When the veil is withdrawn, however, and the eyes of insight
become open, and the nostrils are relieved of their congestion, those limitless worlds will
reveal themselves and their holy fragrances will be perceived. It cannot be said that the
subtle spirit hath entered into and penetrated the body, for the former is immaterial
while the latter is bound by the constraints of time and space. Egress and regress, as-
cent and descent, setting and rising, dissolution and composition are properties of the
body, the spirit. Despite its visible traces, evident signs, manifest attributes, and clear
effects, the spirit as it is in itself remaineth invisible and concealed. Its connection to
the body is apparent, and resembleth the connection of the sun to a mirror. —
AB03491

Context for Study

AB03468 and AB03491 together constitute a philosophical argument for the reality of the spirit
that moves through three stages: the argument from order (the world’s systematic organization
points to a governing intelligence), the argument from invisible causation (light, love, and spirit are
all real yet invisible — their effects are known while their essences remain veiled), and the argument
from intelligible perception (the distinctively human capacity to apprehend realities that lie beyond
the reach of the senses). The methodology is recognizably that of Islamic philosophy, particularly
the tradition of al-Farabi and Ibn Sina, who argued from the structure of the natural world to the
necessity of an immaterial first cause. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s approach has a characteristic feature:
He consistently moves from the argument about physics or biology to the argument about love and
spirit, treating these as members of the same logical class. The waves of light are invisible though
their effects are visible; the waves of love are invisible though their effects — burning, sighing,
lamentation — are entirely plain. The invisible is no less real than the visible; it is simply real
in a different register. AB03491’s account of the soul’s relationship to the body is philosophically
precise: the soul does not “enter” the body as a spatial occupant (that would make it material),
but illuminates it as the sun illuminates a mirror. This is Neoplatonic in its structure — Plotinus
had argued that the soul is not “in” the body but the body is “in” the soul — while the imagery
of the sun-and-mirror draws on a specifically Islamic mystical tradition. For students of Western
philosophy, the argument can be profitably read alongside Descartes’ proof of the soul’s distinctness
from the body in the Meditations, alongside Kant’s argument that intelligible concepts are not
derived from sensory experience, and alongside contemporary philosophy of mind’s debates about
consciousness and qualia.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha argues from the order of the natural world — “wholly removed from chance”

— to the existence of a governing intelligence. How does this argument compare with the
teleological argument for God’s existence as articulated by Thomas Aquinas (the Fifth Way)
and with Paley’s watchmaker analogy? What are the strengths and limits of this form of
reasoning?

2. The argument from invisible causation — that love is real though invisible, just as light-waves
are real though the ether carrying them cannot be seen — uses a now-outmoded physics.
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How might the argument be reformulated in light of contemporary physics while preserving
its philosophical force?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes between “sensible realities” apprehended by animals and “intelli-
gible realities” accessible only to human beings. How does this account of human cognitive
distinctiveness compare with Aristotle’s De Anima, with Kant’s account of the categories of
the understanding, and with contemporary cognitive science’s debates about the uniqueness
of human language?

4. AB03491 compares the soul’s relation to the body with the sun reflected in a mirror. What
does this image imply about what happens to the soul when the body dies? How does the
mirror-metaphor compare with other religious accounts of the survival of the soul after death?

5. How might a committed philosophical materialist — one who holds that all reality is physical
— engage with these arguments? Where are the arguments strongest, and where do they
presuppose what they need to demonstrate?

Love as the Spirit of Life in the Blessed Century

Key Passages

In the world of existence the spirit of life is Love, the elective affinity between the com-
ponent parts of organisms is an effulgence of the Sun of Love, the motion of phenomena
is by the gravitating power of Love, and the illumination of the world of humanity is
through the electric energy of Love. — ABO03586

Although in past dispensations and Cycles the power of Love had a penetration and the
light of Love an appearance yet in this blessed Century the Sun of Reality has bestowed
such an outpouring of Love that the human world has received another impetus and
movement. The Fire of the Love of God was set aglow, the sea of the Love of God
began to move and its waves arose heavenward, the Cloud of the Love of God poured
down, the breeze of the Love of God wafted and the rosegardens of the hearts of men
were adorned with the flowers and hyacinths of the Love of God. — ABO03586

Although in past dispensations and Cycles the power of Love had a penetration and the
light of Love an appearance, yet in this blessed Century the Sun of Reality has bestowed
such an outpouring of Love that the human world has received another impetus and
movement. I hope that thou mayst gain a great portion and an inexhaustible share
from this Divine Grace. — ABO03586

Context for Study

ABO03586 is a concentrated meditation on Love as the universal metaphysical principle, written to
an individual correspondent but carrying a claim that operates at cosmic scale. The move from
physics to spirit is performed in a single sentence: the “elective affinity between the component parts
of organisms” (a phrase borrowed from nineteenth-century chemistry, where Wahlverwandtschaft
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described the selective bonding of chemical compounds) is described as “an effulgence of the Sun of
Love.” The gravitational force that holds planets in orbit and the electrical energy that illuminates
cities are both, at their metaphysical foundation, expressions of divine Love. This is a form of what
philosophers call panpsychism or, more precisely, a theology in which the fundamental physical
forces are understood as analogical expressions of a supreme spiritual reality. The claim that this
century has received a special outpouring of Love beyond what previous dispensations provided
introduces a specific Baha’i historical argument: the new dispensation is distinguished not merely
by new laws or social teachings but by a qualitatively unprecedented intensification of divine Love
in the human world. Christian theology has a parallel in the Pentecostal claim that the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit inaugurated a new era of divine presence; Islamic thought has a parallel in
the concept of the Seal of the Prophets as the culmination and completion of the prophetic cycle.
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s claim is structurally similar but goes further: the Love available in this age does
not merely complete what was before, it exceeds it in power and reach. The sequence of natural
metaphors — fire, sea, cloud, breeze, rose garden — forms a complete cycle of the four elements (fire,
water, air, earth), suggesting that no domain of the natural world is excluded from this outpouring.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies Love as the metaphysical ground of natural forces including gravity,
chemical affinity, and electrical energy. How does this claim relate to the Neoplatonic doctrine
of Love (Eros) as the force that draws all things toward the One (Plotinus, Enneads 111.5),
and to Dante’s vision of “the Love that moves the sun and other stars” (Paradiso XXXIII)?

2. The claim that this “blessed Century” has received an outpouring of Love exceeding all
previous dispensations implies a qualitative difference between the present age and all previous
ages. How should this claim be evaluated historically, given the catastrophic violence of the
twentieth century?

3. Compare the fourfold sequence of natural metaphors for Love (fire, sea, cloud, breeze-and-
garden) with the four-element symbolism of classical cosmology. Is ‘Abdu’l-Baha deliberately
invoking a traditional cosmological schema, and if so, what does this suggest about the
relationship between classical philosophy and Baha’i thought?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that love is the “electric energy” of illumination. He is writing at a histor-
ical moment when electricity had just transformed human civilization. How does the use of
contemporary scientific metaphor function in a spiritual argument? Is this rhetorical accom-
modation, genuine philosophical integration, or something else?

5. The letter closes with the personal hope that the correspondent may “gain a great portion
and an inexhaustible share” from this Divine Grace. How does the move from cosmic claim
to personal address function in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s epistolary style?

The Architecture of Divine Law: Obligation, Authority, and Justice

Key Passages

Ordinances which are obligatory and decrees that are binding are those that have issued
forth from the Supreme Pen or are issued by a decision of the Universal House of Justice.
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For we are the commanded, not the commander. We are the ones upon whom duties are
imposed, not the ones who impose duties. This is the reality of the law of God and the
foundation of the religion of God. As for devotions and invocations, whoever wisheth
may, after the Obligatory Prayers, recite other supplications of the Blessed Perfection.
— AB10956

Regarding the House of Justice, whether universal or otherwise, the removal of some
of its members shall be by decision of the House of Justice itself, not at the request
of individuals from among the people, except upon proof of transgression, oppression,
and sin. Moreover, in all Houses of Justice, a majority of votes is acceptable while a
minority of votes is unacceptable and invalid. — AB10956

As for your question about the Hands — the Hands are those souls who were appointed
by the Supreme Pen or were addressed by this title and honored with this station by
the pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. For each one who remains firm in God’s Covenant, this title
holds true for them. — AB03384

There is no time. Retribution is of two kinds. One is individual: it is the recompense for
individual deeds, such as oppression and rebellion. “No soul shall avail another aught”;
“no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another.” The other is general and all-
embracing: it is like unto a man who afflicteth himself with a contagious disease. Meats
that are desirable and wholesome may be eaten, while abhorrent meats are forbidden.
The House of Justice must determine this according to wisdom. And if one were to be
satisfied with vegetarian food, that would certainly be closer to mercy and compassion.
— ABO03552

Context for Study

AB10956 is among the clearest constitutional texts in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s writings. It establishes a
simple but foundational distinction: obligatory law derives from the Supreme Pen of Baha’u’llah or
from the decisions of the Universal House of Justice; all else is voluntary. This principle of sources
governs the Baha’i legal system with an elegance that resembles, in its structure, the Islamic
distinction between fard (obligatory) and nafl (supererogatory) but differs fundamentally in its
source: Islamic law derives its obligatory force from both Qur’an and sunna (prophetic practice),
which requires an elaborate science of hadith authentication. In the Baha'’i system, the written text
of Baha’u’llah and the institutional decisions of the House of Justice are the two and only sources
of binding law, with all personal devotional practice remaining free. The self-description — “we
are the commanded, not the commander” — is ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s refusal of any claim to legislative
authority for Himself, even as the Center of the Covenant. AB10956’s rulings on the House of
Justice — that members may be removed only by the House itself (not by individual petition) and
that majority vote is decisive — establish procedural principles of institutional governance that
anticipate modern democratic deliberative theory while grounding it in divine authority rather than
social contract. AB03552’s compact ruling on two types of retribution draws a distinction between
individual accountability (“no bearer of burdens shall bear the burden of another”) and collective
consequence (the person who spreads a contagious disease), which is philosophically important for
any theory of collective guilt or social responsibility.
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Questions for Reflection

1.

D.

‘Abdu’l-Baha identifies only two sources of binding Baha’i law: the revealed text of
Baha’u’llah and the decisions of the Universal House of Justice. How does this two-source
theory compare with the four sources of Islamic jurisprudence (usul al-figh: Qur’an, Sunna,
analogy, and consensus)? What is gained and what is foreclosed by the Baha’i simplification?

. The statement “we are the commanded, not the commander” is a remarkable self-limitation

by the Center of the Covenant. How does this self-positioning relate to the broader Baha’i
theology of authority, which insists on the authority of the Covenant while simultaneously
refusing any individual to exercise independent legislative power?

. AB10956 rules that members of Houses of Justice may be removed only by the House itself,

except on proof of transgression. How does this procedural protection against individual peti-
tions balance institutional accountability with protection from factional pressure? Compare
with mechanisms for the removal of judges in modern democratic systems.

ABO03552 distinguishes between individual retribution (“no bearer of burdens shall bear the
burden of another”) and collective consequence (the contagion metaphor). How does this
distinction speak to contemporary debates about collective responsibility — for example,
historical injustices, environmental damage, or institutional racism?

The note on dietary practice — that vegetarianism is “closer to mercy and compassion”
— is an advisory expression of preference rather than a legal ruling. What does this careful
calibration between law and counsel reveal about the Baha’i philosophy of religious obligation?

Life Under Surveillance: Wisdom, Concealment, and Steadfastness
under Pressure

Key Passages

O true servant of God! Henceforth send all letters through Aga Ahmad Yazdi in Port
Said, for since they are addressed to me and to Haifa, they are being opened in Tehran
and indeed throughout Iran. Therefore write to everyone not to send letters addressed
to Haifa or in my name — they should send them to you or to Aga Ahmad in Port Said.
And you and likewise Jinab-i-Amin should send all letters to Aqa Ahmad in Port Said,
and send them in such a way that the postal officials do not realize that Aqa Ahmad is
the intermediary for Haifa and myself. Wisdom requires this. — ABO03361

According to what is known, the opponents in Yazd intend by whatever means to stir up
sedition and create corruption. Therefore the friends must act with the utmost wisdom
and not tear away the veil. They should somewhat follow the example of the believer
from among Pharaoh’s people, as it is said “And a believing man from among Pharaoh’s
people who concealed his faith...” — AB03456

O Amin, servant of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! What you had written was noted. In brief, the winds
of tests and trials are blowing with utmost intensity, yet the hearts of the spiritually-
minded are joyous and glad, for praise be to God, though these are bitter times, they are
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sweeter than honey and sugar. As for what you wrote regarding coming to these parts
and engaging in construction work to the fullest extent, such matters are now absolutely
impossible — indeed, they are unattainable and forbidden. At present the matter has
been referred to Istanbul, and the Ottoman and Iranian officials have departed from
here to see what will be decided there. For now, they have confined everyone here in
the fortress. A hundred thousand ‘Abdu’l-Bahas may be sacrificed for the loved ones of
God! — AB12270

Context for Study

These three letters open a window onto the operational conditions under which ‘Abdu’l-Baha
conducted His ministry during its most constrained periods. AB03361 is a cipher letter of a kind:
it instructs the correspondent to establish a clandestine mail route through Port Said, using Aqa
Ahmad Yazdi as an unknowing intermediary figure to the postal authorities. The letter that follows
— on the need for the friends to “send them in such a way that the postal officials do not realize”
— is a practical intelligence document embedded in a spiritual correspondence. AB03456 invokes
the Qur’anic figure of the “believing man from among Pharaoh’s people who concealed his faith”
(Qur’an 40:28) as the model for the believers in Yazd who must practice a form of precautionary
concealment (taqiyya in Islamic usage). The invocation of this Qur’anic archetype is significant:
‘Abdu’l-Baha does not counsel compromise of faith but rather strategic invisibility as a form of
prudence in the face of threatened violence. AB12270 is among the most personally revealing
documents in the volume: written from the fortress in conditions of severe restriction, with Ottoman
and Iranian officials apparently deliberating in Istanbul about the community’s fate, ‘Abdu’l-Baha
nonetheless declares that these “bitter times are sweeter than honey and sugar” for the spiritually
minded, and concludes with the extraordinary formula: “A hundred thousand ‘Abdu’l-Bahas may
be sacrificed for the loved ones of God!” This reversal — the leader declaring himself expendable
for the community — encapsulates the self-understanding that runs through all these letters.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha instructs believers to use clandestine mail routes during periods of surveillance.
How should a religious community relate to state surveillance and censorship — with open
defiance, with strategic concealment, or with some combination? What principles should
govern the choice?

2. The invocation of the “believing man from among Pharaoh’s people who concealed his faith”
draws on the Islamic concept of tagiyya (precautionary dissimulation). How does ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s use of this concept compare with its deployment in Shi’i tradition, where it has been
both a survival strategy and a contested theological category?

3. AB12270 declares that “these bitter times are sweeter than honey and sugar” for the
spiritually-minded. How is this paradox of joy in affliction psychologically credible? Com-
pare with Paul’s claim in 2 Corinthians 4:17 that present suffering produces “an eternal
weight of glory,” and with Stoic philosophy’s claim that only virtue matters, not external
circumstance.
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4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes that He is confined in the fortress while Ottoman and Iranian officials
decide His fate. How does the posture of waiting for external decision — without despair,
without rebellion — exemplify a particular form of spiritual sovereignty?

5. The formula “A hundred thousand ‘Abdu’l-Bahas may be sacrificed for the loved ones of
God” inverts the conventional relationship between leader and community. What theology of
leadership is expressed in this inversion, and how does it compare with the Christian concept
of pastoral self-sacrifice (the good shepherd who lays down his life for the sheep, John 10:11)?

The Mystic Voice: Letters of Rapture and the Call from the King-
dom

Key Passages

O thou that art aglow with the Fire that burneth in the Sacred Tree! At this morning
hour, when the Light that shineth from the Abha Kingdom is shedding its splendour
upon the regions of the world, this yearning one is so stirred with the sweet remembrance
of the loved ones of God and so aflame with the desire of their meeting that he finds
no way to still his longings or to calm his restless soul. A Voice is calling him from the
Realm on High: “O servant of the sacred Threshold of Baha! Bestir thyself and, with
thy pen in thine hand, make mention of that loving friend of thine.” By thy life, so
precious to me, I swear that I can contain myself no more. — AB03473

Give thanks unto God that high on the Sinai of spiritual recognition thou didst hear
the call of the All-Merciful from the Manifestation of God Himself and didst behold
the light of the Divine Theophany in the sacred Vale of God and didst drink from the
hand of the Cupbearer of providence the choice wine of divine guidance. Seek for Him
throughout thy life and speak His praise with all thy heart. Spread abroad the Faith
of God and teach His religion, like a quickening breeze, like a fragrant zephyr of the
All-Glorious One and ignite a spark from the Fire of the Sacred Mount of Sinai. Be a
fountain of life unto the thirsty and a guide unto the erring. Be a breath of morning
over the meadows and a springtime shower for every rose and orchard fruit. —
AB03487

Context for Study

Among the legal, administrative, and historically specific documents of this volume, a handful of
letters burn with a completely different intensity. AB03473 is remarkable for the self-disclosure it
contains: ‘Abdu’l-Baha says that at the morning hour He has been seized by longing for the friends
to such a degree that He “finds no way to still his longings,” and that a Voice from the Realm on
High has commanded Him to take up His pen. This is one of the rare moments in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
correspondence where He describes the act of writing as itself prompted by a supernatural audition
— a voice, not His own thoughts, commanding Him to write. This places the letter within the
genre of prophetic dictation that runs from Ezekiel’s vision of the divine chariot through Paul’s
account of being “caught up to the third heaven” (2 Corinthians 12) to Muhammad’s reception
of the first Qur’anic verses. AB03487, addressed to a new believer who has recognized the Faith,
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commissions that soul using imagery drawn from the Exodus theophany — the sacred mount of
Sinai, the divine fire, the Voice in the vale — while adding the characteristic Baha’i hermeneutic:
the theophany has now been renewed and intensified in the manifestation of Baha’u’llah. Together,
these letters represent the mystical substrate that underlies all of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondence:
the administrative letters, the legal rulings, and the consolatory messages all flow from an interior
life in which the Voice of the Kingdom is genuinely present and audible.

Questions for Reflection

1. In AB03473, ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes hearing a Voice from the Realm on High command-
ing Him to write to a specific friend. How does this account of prompted writing relate
to prophetic traditions of divine dictation (Muhammad’s reception of revelation, Ezekiel’s
visions, Paul’s letters)? What is ‘Abdu’l-Baha claiming about His relationship to the divine?

2. The letter AB03473 begins with the morning light “shedding its splendour” and moves imme-
diately to an interior state of uncontainable longing. What is the spiritual significance of the
morning hour as the time of mystical stirring? Compare with the Jewish tradition of morning
prayer (Shacharit) as the liturgical embodiment of dawning divine presence.

3. In ABO03487, the recipient’s recognition of the Faith is described using the imagery of the
Sinaitic theophany: the “Sinai of spiritual recognition,” the “sacred Vale,” the “fire of the
Sacred Mount.” What is the effect of placing an individual’s moment of faith recognition
within this cosmic scriptural frame?

4. Compare the commission given in AB03487 — to be “a breath of morning,” “a springtime
shower,” “a fountain of life” — with the Beatitudes in Matthew 5 and with Paul’s hymn to
love in 1 Corinthians 13. All three texts use metaphor to describe what a transformed person
becomes. What does the choice of nature metaphors versus social-relational metaphors reveal
about the underlying theology of the transformed self?

5. The juxtaposition of mystical letters like AB03473 with administrative letters like AB10956
within the same volume is characteristic of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry. What does this juxtapo-
sition reveal about the relationship between interior spiritual life and institutional religious
order?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This seventh volume holds together three registers of writing that might, in another tradition,
belong to three entirely separate domains: the philosophical (the proofs of spirit and the cosmology
of love), the legal (obligatory ordinance, institutional governance, the Hands), and the personally
mystical (the voice commanding the pen, the Sinaitic imagery of recognition). Each of these
registers presupposes and requires the others. The proofs of spirit are not academic exercises but the
foundation for a living faith; the legal texts are not bureaucratic impositions but the architecture
of a Covenant animated by love; and the mystical letters are not private poetry but the lived
interior ground from which all the rest flows. What vision of religious life is implied by
this integration of philosophy, law, and mystical experience — and how does ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s example challenge the tendency in both modernity and traditional religion to
separate these domains from one another?
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