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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907
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135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
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141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
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150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
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ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
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169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
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Introduction to volume 188

This ninth volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha contains a wide range of short epistolary
pieces, with several items of doctrinal, administrative, and historical interest amid the more routine
exhortations. A cluster of passages treats Covenant, servitude, and communal protection: AB05407
is especially important for its explicit assertion that only God tests His servants and for its emphatic
formulation of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own station as pure servitude to Baha. AB05144 and AB05082
likewise frame steadfastness in the Covenant as the supreme praise of the believer and as the
means by which the “birds of night” of violation are denied opportunity. AB05331 is historically
suggestive: it refers to Taqizadeh, an enclosed treatise published after arrival in America, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s vigilance “in Africa,” and the use of manuscripts by Mirza Yahya and his son in the public
library in London as evidence to be shown in apologetic defense of the Cause. AB11901 is also
noteworthy for its political admonition: obedience, well-wishing toward the “supreme monarchy,”
and satisfaction with a just official are presented as binding obligations upon the friends.

Several items are valuable for social and theological themes characteristic of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s ministry.
AB05224 gives a compact statement on human evolution, distinguishing the gradual development
of the human form on earth from any derivation of the human species from the animal kingdom.
ABO05189, AB05342, AB05051, AB05046, AB05343, AB05334, and AB06051 form a strong group
on women and the “handmaidens of the Merciful”: women are described as receiving equal divine
bounty, excelling men in knowledge and spirituality, acquiring eloquence and proof, and arising to
guide other women. AB05436 is a charming and significant East—West passage, blessing a child
to be born of an Eastern—Western union and presenting it as a sign that “East and West are like
two lovers embracing one another.” AB05094 is also distinctive for its ethical balance: universal
fellowship, peace, and reconciliation with all peoples are joined to a warning against intimacy with
hypocrisy and corruption.

The volume also preserves vivid glimpses of pilgrimage, travel, martyrdom, and the practical life of
the community. AB05168 praises believers who labored in the gardens of the Shrine of the Bab and
alludes to the transport of the sacred remains; AB11898 extols pilgrimage to the Holy Precincts in
highly charged devotional language; AB05432 and AB05347 concern permission or arrangements
for pilgrimage, including a mother’s accompaniment. AB05452 is striking for its suggestion that
a capable teacher might journey to America and Europe under the pretext of travel to India and
Japan, because the receptivity of the West was increasing. AB05396 similarly places Africa, Asia,
and America within a global horizon of proclamation. AB05202 offers a rare informal domestic
vignette of Ramadan in cold, stormy ‘Akka, with humorous details of hunger, thirst, and the
longing for tea. The memorial and consolation pieces include AB05014, a visitation-like address to
a martyr’s tomb; AB05019, a prayer for the martyrs Murad and Baba Jan; AB05349, consolation
on the death of a child through remembrance of the martyrs; and AB05235, a concise theological
meditation on death as ascent, deliverance, immortality, and reunion.
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AB12372

To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! His honor Najaf-‘Ali !5 ol Jnid Ol Ol Sl

expresseth the utmost gratitude to thee that during his conva-
lescence in Tehran thou didst show him the greatest care and
kindness. In truth this service was rendered unto the Thresh-
old of the Most High, for it was for the sake of God and in
the path of God. I too became exceedingly grateful for thy
effort and service, and I supplicate at the Divine Threshold
that henceforth thou mayest be assisted and confirmed in ren-
dering even greater services and imperishable good deeds. Be
thou a self-sacrificing servant to the friends and a kind atten-
dant to the loved ones. Be thou a treasury to those who are
destitute and a sure refuge to those who are helpless. Consider
every poor one a prince and know every weak one to be mighty
strong. For though they may outwardly be without means, yet
at the Holy Threshold they are servants, near ones: the poorer
they are, the nearer they are, and the weaker they are, the
stronger they become. And upon thee be glory.
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AB05078

To: Haji Muhammad Ali Hasan-Uf Usku’i

O servant of the divine Threshold! Most of the divines, mystics
and princes remained deprived while you became privy to the
secret. They set while you rose. They descended while you
ascended. They became abased while you were exalted.

Thus it is guidance that raises man from earth to heaven, and
lifts him from the lowest depths to the highest zenith. It makes
the earthly one celestial, renders the terrestrial one heavenly,
transforms darkness into light, and teaches the animal to be
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human. It awakens the sleeping one and makes the ignorant
aware.

This is what the late Shaykh meant when he said “The secret
of reversal is the symbol of the chief.” This is the meaning of
“He makes your highest lowest and your lowest highest.”

Therefore give thanks to God that you found elevation and
attained lordship, and day by day became better and more
joyful. T hope you will become the chief of the yearning ones
and the leader of the lovers, that you will arise to guide souls
and bestow cups whose mixture is of camphor.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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To: Aga Muhammad, in Yazd

O servant of God! Truth, friendship, peace and reconciliation
with all the peoples of the world are requirements of worship
of Truth in this Most Glorious Cycle. Praise be to God that
antagonism, cruelty, enmity, opposition, religious fanaticism,
religious conflicts, religious contentions, and oppression have
been completely removed.

One must deal with all the peoples of the world with the utmost
joy and fragrance, except for the hypocrites. It is necessary
to avoid and shun the hypocrite because they cause lethargy,
rigidity, listlessness, heedlessness and coldness. Their influence
is like severe winter cold - even if a person is in perfect health,
intense cold produces weakness, trembling and illness. This is
why pure and holy souls are repelled by foul odors.

Therefore, in the divine verses both fellowship with all peoples
and avoidance of the people of hypocrisy and corruption have
been revealed.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05177

To: Khursand, Rustam et al., in Yazd

O two servants of God! The radiance of the heavenly Sun
was hidden for a time from the East of Iran. Then the ocean
of bounty surged forth and the brilliant Sun shone again from
both East and West of Iran, illumining the country and making
its territory a rose garden.

Therefore, O Parsees, offer praise and thanksgiving to the pure
Lord who bestowed fresh life upon this lifeless body, scattered
pure seeds in this farmland and watered it with the rain of
bounty. Soon you shall see that country become the envy of
flower gardens and that territory become a sign of the eternal
paradise.

Praise and thanksgiving are due to the Lord who made this
black earth green and verdant again through the rain of bounty
and placed the crown of glory upon the head of the Iranians.
Ancient nobility with a heart-attracting radiance has unveiled
its face in this supreme paradise and its fame has reached every
land. May your souls be happy!
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ABO05105

To: Mulla Bahram Akhtar Khavari, in Yazd

In the Name of the Peerless Lord. O Bahram! Bahram is a
star that illumines both East and West, and a radiance that
makes the dark world rival a rose garden and meadow. There-
fore, since you are remembered by this name and sign at the
Divine Threshold, you must manifest and display through your
words, ways and deeds that which befits this name. You must
shine like the morning star in the East of this land, and in
the cosmic gathering, like the divine radiance, unveil your face.
Become renowned throughout the world and detached in the
wilderness of the Beloved. Indeed, this day is an auspicious
day for kindling the heart-warming fire. Do not let go of this
great bounty and this divine gift. Strive to run ahead of all
others and gain the greatest share. The counsel is the counsel
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AB05432

To: Wife of Bagir Afnan, in Yazd

O handmaiden of God the Protector, the Self-Subsisting!
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most exalted Paradise to lamentation and distress, and has
affected and saddened the heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. However,
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hope that, through the assistance of the All-Powerful Lord,
you may attain to kissing the Sacred Threshold in complete
attraction and ecstasy, joy and gladness, sincerity and sanctity.
Do not hasten - all things come in their appointed time.
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Powerful.
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AB05460

To: Hasan Khurasani, in Eqgypt

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Though outwardly thou
art not present and with physical eyes thou dost not observe
how radiantly thou art present in this gathering and with what
joyful heart thou art here. The glance of favor from the Abha
Kingdom encompasses thee and the light of mercy from the sta-
tion of “the distance of two bow-lengths or even closer” shines
upon thee. The sea of favors surges over thy head, for the
broken thread hath, God willing, been mended again and the
shaken foundation hath become firm and steady. If somehow
this matter could become ultimately very fruitful, it would be
most beneficial. Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious
greetings to his honor Aqa Mirza Javad. A letter was sent for
Aqga Mirza Mahmud and two others who have newly accepted
the Faith - it is enclosed. And upon thee be glory.

Our friends have caused you much trouble. Truly they have
become the cause of my embarrassment. We beseech God to
assist and prosper you in all conditions.
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AB05213

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Iran

O wanderer in the lands for the sake of the Lord! Praise be
to God that thou hast observed the results of this journey and
increased thy confidence in faith, and “that my heart might
be assured” hath been realized. Give thanks to God that thou
art occupied in service at the Threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty and hast arisen in faithfulness.

What bounty is greater than this, and what favor is mightier
than this - that one should wander through mountains, plains
and deserts for the sake of that Beloved Friend! I hope that
soul-stirring results will be achieved from this journey.
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Praise be to God, thy relatives in Tehran are in the utmost
comfort, and instructions concerning them are constantly be-
ing written. Be assured, and engage thyself in service to Him
Who appeared on Sinai with the utmost detachment, attrac-
tion, joy, rapture, gladness and delight, that thou mayest wit-
ness the confirmations of the All-Forgiving Lord and observe
the assistance of the hosts of the Kingdom.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05348

To: Musa Tabib Kalims, in Iraq

O memorial of His Holiness Abraham! Your poem was received
and reviewed. However, praise of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is just the word
“’Abdu’l-Baha” and nothing more. As the famous saying goes:
“If there is someone in the house, one word is enough.”

Therefore, engage in praise and glorification of the Most Great
Name (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones), and
open your sweet tongue and compose colorful odes so that you
may give the denizens of the highest heaven a sweet taste and
bestow evident joy and delight upon the hearts of the believers.

In this glorious Dispensation, the children of Abraham have
attained to firm faith, steadfast conviction and mighty, intense
assurance - they have become the pride of Israel and the glory
of the party of the Glorious Lord.

Therefore, my utmost hope and desire from the favors of the
Blessed Beauty is that each one may become a brilliant lamp
and adorn the gathering of longtime friends, and melt with the
fire of the love of God and burn and be content with the flame
of love.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05099

To: Rida Quli (Abadih), in Palestine

O faithful servant of the Abha Beauty!

> It is morning and Aga Muhammad-Hasan is present and men-
tioned that today is the day of farewell and the pilgrims are
departing. Therefore, several letters are being written so that
they may illumine eyes and liberate necks - that is, may they
become light of inner meanings to the yearning ones, divine
attraction to the lovers, and the breath of the All-Merciful to
the mystics.

Praise be to God, you have circumambulated with spirit and
body, soul and heart, inward and outward, the Center of
Lights, the circumambulating point of the righteous, the place
of prostration for lovers, the Kaaba of mystics, the shelter of
the fearful, and the refuge of the spiritual ones, and you have
gained new firmness and steadfastness.

Now, with firm resolve, complete attention, manifest detach-
ment, abundant zeal, and eloquent speech, return to your orig-
inal homeland, the Luminary of the horizons in the land of
Iran, so that you may become the cause of joy and happiness
of the friends and convey the glad tidings of the Lord.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05442

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

O My sister, the kindred of My spirit!

I have perused all the communications that were sent. Regard-
ing a trip to Alexandria, Cairo, Port Said and also from there
to Beirut, do thou consider what is best for thee. Whatever
leads to an improvement in thy health, the same should be car-
ried out. If the weather proves disagreeable, thou mayest go
to Beirut and stay in the home of Jinab-i-Muhammad Muafa,
upon him be Baha’u’llahu’l-Abha. Also, shouldst thou desire
to go to Jibal from there, that, too, is permissible. Or shouldst
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thou wish, we could obtain a place specially for thee in Haifa.
Do thou write soon about thy decision.

Convey Abha greetings on My behalf to all the blessed leaves
and also to all the friends. There is no time to mention them
one by one.

P.S. T have given Aqa Muhammad-Taqi the sum of Liras to give
to thee. Thou mayest get from ‘Aqa Siyyid Yahya [Munirih
Khanum’s brother| what thou need. I will pay him later.

LTDT.174-175

ABO05331

To: Ali Quli Khan, in United States

O ancient companion! Regarding [Mme.] Maknat, what you
had requested has been carried out. A letter with utmost kind-
ness was written to him and a letter to his wife, and they were
sent. Surely by now they have arrived. And as for the matter
of Jinab-i-Taqizadeh, observe that after arriving in America
this enclosed treatise has been published. You must be awake,
not asleep. Take measures regarding this person so that he
does not cause severe harm to the Cause of God.

Observe that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is awake in Africa - you must not
be asleep in America.

Observe the copies of books and treatises by Mirza Yahya in
the public library in London that exist in his own handwriting
and the handwriting of his son, and show them to Tagizadeh
so that he may know what an amazingly learned, eloquent and
articulate person is promoting nonsense. These books will later
be carefully examined word for word by the learned ones of the
world, and the perfections of each soul will become apparent.
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AB05241

To: Abbas Qabil

O Qabill The flowing verses that were like the melodies of
a thousand eloquent and wondrous springtimes were recited,

and the fragrance of steadfastness and firmness was inhaled.

However, from some of the servitude-laden contents joy was
obtained while others were corrected.

Consider how intensely the fire of this servant’s love for you
burns, that despite a hundred thousand occupations and lack
of time, I undertook to correct your poetry so that it may serve
as a model for the future of his honor Qabil, and whatever he
may sing in the arts of melody upon the branches of utterance
may be in this station and tune, that it may be chanted in
the gatherings of the Kingdom and assemblies of the Realm of
Might, nay even in the monasteries of the Realm of Divinity,
and its melody may reach the ears of the Guardian of the Most
Glorious Kingdom and become the manifestation of praise.

And glory be upon you and upon all who remain firm in God’s
Covenant and praise God’s Testament. ‘Abbas.
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AB12374

To: Al Naddaf, Yadullah et al.

O my God! O my God! These two pure souls have turned to
the Kingdom of Thy mercy and have hearkened unto the call
of the King of Thy oneness. They have believed in Thee and in
Thy verses, have testified to Thy words, and have been drawn
to the horizon of Thy unity. Their hearts were stirred like seas
by the winds of Thy love, and their affairs grew mighty in the
field of Thy knowledge. They walked the most straight and
upright path, seeking Thy good pleasure, consumed with love
for Thee, and attracted to Thy beauty.

O Lord! O Lord! Make their final destination the beginning of
Thy favors, admit them to the pavilion of Thy holiness, cause
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them to abide eternally in the gatherings of Thy companion-

ship, grant them the blessing of meeting Thee, immerse them
in the ocean of Thy bestowals, and establish for them a seat

of truth with Thee and an exalted station before Thee. Ver-

ily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Forgiving, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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ABO05144

To: Aga Abdu’l-Husayn (Kashan)

O thou who art firm in God’s Covenant! Well is it with thee,
for like a foundation made of steel plates thou hast remained
firm and steadfast in the New Covenant, and in the Cause of
the Peerless Beauty thou hast stood straight and strong. Thou
hast become the object of praise of the Supreme Concourse and

the recipient of honor from the denizens of the highest Paradise.

This praise sufficeth thee - that thou wert veiled by no veil and
attributed to no ulterior motive. God hath praised thee and
lauded and extolled thee, saying “The blame of no blamer shall
turn them from God.” Today there is no greater praise than
firmness in the Covenant, and no higher commendation than
steadfastness. Be thou happy and joyous with this supreme
bounty, and be thou a radiant candle in the gathering of the
steadfast ones, for the outpourings of the praiseworthy station
are being showered upon thee and the favors of the Lord of
existence encompass thee. Therefore give thanks unto God for
this. Convey greetings to all the friends of God.
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AB05168

To: Aqa Mihdi et al.

O ye favourites of fortune! Praise be to God that ye have
been favoured with a surpassing bounty, and graced with the
bestowals of the Ancient Beauty - may my life be a sacrifice
for His loved ones.

With unsurpassed humility and fervour, and in a spirit of per-
fect reverence and devotion, ye have hastened unto the Habita-
tion of Holiness, and in those sacred precincts embosoming the
inestimable Gift - the Centre around which circle in adoration
the Concourse on high; the Luminous Sepulchre; the Hallowed
Spot - ye have with your own hands planted fragrant blossoms.

As ye laboured, ‘Abdu’l-Baha too was with you in spirit, heart
and soul.

Wherefore, since ye have attained the bounty of labouring in
that spiritual rose-garden, ye must night and day offer the
meed of thankfulness at the threshold of the Lord of Oneness.

Greater still than this is that ye transported such a Gift from
such a place to such another place.
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AB05098

To: Aqa Muhammad et al.

O two servants at the Divine Threshold! Jinab-i-Morteza is
returning to those parts and desires a gift from Abdul-Baha.
Since they are turned toward the Abha Kingdom and gazing at
the Threshold of the All-Glorious, and are firm in the Covenant
and speaking in praise of the All-Merciful, their request is ac-
cepted, especially regarding those two souls who have ascended
to the heights of acceptance.

These days are the first century and the most great and glorious
age. Souls must become familiar with chanting the verses of
glory and be delighted by beholding the Kingdom of Beauty.
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AB05235

The spring of paradise is flowing and the garden of oneness is
adorned in utmost beauty and is visible and evident. Divine
wisdom is welling up and the divine Kawthar is overflowing and
the birds of holiness are singing melodies and various tunes.

Therefore, awaken and alert the people so they may receive
an abundant portion from this ocean of oceans and attain the
intoxication of the cup whose mixture was of camphor from
these melodies and songs.

5 And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05235

To: Aqa Muhammad Hasan et al.

O servants of the All-Merciful and handmaidens of the Lord
God! Although that noble one has taken flight to the King-
dom of Light and left you behind as a memento in this unsta-
ble abode, be not sorrowful, become not grief-stricken, weep
not, wail not. For he has ascended in the shadow of the Peer-
less Beauty to the Kingdom of Glory and has attained to the
threshold of the Throne of the Lord, the All-Bountiful.

This is not death, it is life; this is not passing, it is deliverance;
this is not extinction, it is immortality; this is not separation,
it is the very essence of faithfulness. The parched and thirsting
one has reached the boundless ocean of mercy, and the passion-
ate lover, freed from separation, has attained to his Beloved.

In such case, gladness is sweet, freedom is sweet. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB12386

To: Azizullah Varga

O cherished memorial of that distinguished martyr!

> A few days ago a letter was sent, and now I am again penning
this epistle with my own hand, as Khan has written requesting
that I write a letter in my own hand to your honor. Following
my longstanding practice, I consider submission to the friends
as my creed and religion. Therefore, these few lines are writ-
ten with utmost love, and I continually implore with humility
and supplication at the threshold of the Almighty that He may
assist you to attain His good-pleasure and make you the recip-
ient of His aid and favor, so that you may be successful and
confirmed in both worlds.

Strive as much as you can in your department to become recog-
nized for truthfulness and honesty and to be successful through
zeal and high endeavor, so that your conduct, behavior and
speech may become the cause of others’ awakening and mind-
fulness.

And upon you be glory, greeting and praise.
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AB05202

To: Bagiruf, Ahmad et al.

O my spiritual friend! It is nearly sunset and the sound of the
Ramadan cannon, but what a Ramadan - joined hand in hand
with winter and cold and storm, having forgotten affection and
faithfulness and forbearance, and like the suspended fate has
attacked the friends in Akka. One cries “O Most Holy!” while
another says “What is this accursed hunger and thirst!” One
shivers and falls apart from the intense cold of the fast and the
frigid air, while another thinks about preparing an overflowing
cup of tea. Everyone is occupied with some state, and I, with
tired fingers and a silent pen, am occupied with your remem-
brance and mention, heedless and forgetful of the fast and its
intensity and thirst and its severity, for the sweetness of your
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AB05347

To: Dr Ataullah Bakhshayish

O thou who art the remembrance of that one who was attracted 28 o O STA Q oodoe 0T JEsL 6l 1
to God! Though that bird of the rose-garden of divine knowl- g~ Ly 1ds de 558 Sy, Olsgle e ol e
edge hath winged its flight to the eternal rose-bower, praise 7 B Lo aa 2l g{; s

’ 37 3L 3
be to God that he left behind such a remembrance as thee. F o =0 o
How excellent are these words: “From whom shall we seek the
fragrance of the rose if not from rosewater?”
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Thanks be to the Most Holy One that, through love for the G ins g,;;.;\ s, c,;.\b\ O Cie 2
True Beloved, thou hast rent thy garment and possessest a Doy do s ol S de S
heart that is illumined, pure and refined. In the gathering of Sl 5 Obilegy 2] 5 STU s Cald
spiritual ones thou hast kindled thy countenance, and in holy 33 s e beesy, Ol CL;_ 5
assemblages thou hast burned away the veils. In the school
of love thou hast learned thy lessons, hast shut thine eyes to
strangers, and hast gathered the pure gold of divine mysteries.
Therefore, in gratitude for this bounty and bestowal from the
Creator King, loose thy speaking tongue and attune thy hear-
ing ear to divine secrets, that the gift may be revealed in full
measure. And the Glory be upon thee.
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assured leaf, thy mother, upon her be the Glory of God.
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AB05436

To: Florence Breed Khan

O handmaiden of God! What you had written was noted. In-
deed it indicated supplication and enkindlement with the fire
of the love of God. I beseech God that moment by moment
He may increase this bounty and make this union the cause of
the appearance of excellent results, especially when the child
is born - may its advent be blessed, may it be nurtured at the
breast of the love of God, and be reared in the embrace of the
knowledge of God.

Firdawsi says: “This noble lineage bears the mark of two per-
sons - from Afrasiyab and from Kay Kavus.” Now this will be
the offspring of East and West. Surely its coming brings felic-
ity, for it is evidence of what was repeatedly written in letters:
that East and West are like two lovers embracing one another.

Convey my greetings and praise to Khan. And upon you both
be glory at every moment and time.
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AB12830

To: Ghulam-Rida Khan et al.

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

> I have now inhaled the fragrance of faithfulness from the gar-
ment of the Joseph of God’s Cause, and have been gladdened
by the dawning of the lights of divine confirmation from the
Most Glorious Kingdom. And I said: O my Lord and my Hope!
Aid Thy servants who are afflicted in the hands of the wretched
ones, who have turned toward Thy most exalted horizon in ser-
vice to Thy Cause in the realm of creation.

O Lord! Make their feet firm in Thy Cause, and establish them
upon Thy path, and bind their hearts to Thy covenant and Tes-
tament, and gladden their hearts through Thy remembrance
and praise, and bring joy to their spirits through the breezes of
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Thy days, and expand their breasts through the lights of Thy
oneness, and illumine their faces through the lights of Thy sanc-
tification, and perfume their nostrils with the sweet fragrances
of Thy mercy, and assist them with the hosts of Thy inspira-
tion, and aid them through the powers of Thy grace, and make
them fruit-bearing trees in the garden of Thy knowledge, and
radiant lights in the horizon of Thy wisdom, and bright lamps
in the niche of Thy tender mercy, and swimming fish in the
ocean of Thy bounty, holding fast to Thy firm handle, clinging
to the cord of Thy grace and generosity, O Thou Lord of the
exalted throne!
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AB05046

To: Hudhud wife of Ismullahul-Asdagq

O handmaid of God, who art related to him who hath attained
the presence of God in the Kingdom of Abha and repaired
unto the most exalted Companion! In this divine assemblage
thou hast been called to remembrance and art well renown.
The most ardent and tearful supplications have been offered
at the Threshold of the All-Glorious that the bounties of the
All-Merciful may surround thee at all times and thou mayest
abide beneath the shade of the Lote-Tree beyond which there
is no passing. The favors of God unto His handmaidens far
transcend the power of expression and the bounties of the im-
perishable Beauty surge even as the eternal billows of the sea.
It behooveth each one of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful,
to rise, in this day, with the utmost power of faith and cer-
titude, and to be invested, amongst the women of the earth,
with such conduct, such manners, such character and so bliss-
ful a rapture that the warmth of their souls may kindle a fire in
the goodly trees and burn away the foundations of self-conceit
and the roots of godlessness.

2 The glory of God rest upon thee!
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AB05396

To: Ibtihajul-Mulk

He is the One dawning from the horizon of faithfulness!

> O radiant Ibtihaj! Praise be to God, the lamp has been lit and
the path has made clear and visible. The life-giving breeze of
grace is wafting and the Sun of Truth is brilliant and bright. At
the time of Christ’s ascension there were eleven believers. Now
see what is happening! Praise be to God, the call is raised in
Africa, and in Asia the Turk and Tajik are awakened, and from
America the shot of the unity of mankind reaches the ear of
every poor and noble one. So imagine what will happen soon.
That honored person met and showed the utmost kindness.
Therefore with complete joy fellowship is established. His work
is my work and they have complete trust and confidence in
you and are pleased. Therefore you must return to service
with utmost effort and conduct yourself according to their good
pleasure, for their pleasure is my pleasure.

This letter is being sent through Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Ahmad,
upon him be the Glory of God.
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AB05309

To: Jalal son of Ali Naqi (Isfahan)

O thou who speaketh the praise of God!

In the essence of man, the hand of divine bestowal hath de-
posited a gift whereby man may become the dawning-place of
the verses of the All-Merciful, and human reality may acquire
illumination from the Dayspring of Oneness, and the essence
of Adam may become the light-giving lamp of the world. And
that is to follow the example of the Ancient Beauty and the
Most Great Name.
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And among the brilliant effects and clear proofs of following
the example of the Intended Lord is to assist and aid the friends
of God, and to care for and serve the true companions.

Now, since the affairs of Mirza Abdul-Hussein, upon him be
the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, are in disarray, you must
assist him in every way possible so that, God willing, he may
fully pay off these debts, for addressing this situation in such
a way that leaves no cause for complaint or objection from the
creditors will preserve the reputation of the loved ones of God.

And upon thee be glory, and upon all who stand firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament.
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ABO05411

To: Jinab Haji

O Haji! When you sent a telegram from Baghdad in utmost
distress that the honored person was imprisoned and asked
what you should do, the reply was written that you should
have complete confidence regarding him, be not anxious, it
will be resolved correctly, and you should go about your own
affairs. Praise be to God that it came to pass thus.

Now too, faithfulness requires that first you hasten to his pres-
ence so you may know what to do and act according to his
good-pleasure. Convey yearning greetings on behalf of this
servant and say that if you tasted a drop from the cup of tribu-
lation from the events of the time, we in this period drank
and tasted with utmost joy the whole wine-house of it. These
bitter-than-poison days shall pass.

If that known friend of his had heeded the counsels, now all
desires would have been fulfilled. In any case, explain to the
honored person that whatever he has heard from elsewhere is
delusions and dreams. Soon it will become evident and clear.
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And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. e Y el e
INBA17:231

AB05452

To: Jinab-i-Rais

O thou whom God hath caused to speak with proof and demon- & w\a.:\ﬁ Oladl o Zé:b Azl e b

stration! For some time no letter hath been received from thee,
nor hath any message reached the ears of those who long to
hear. The ears and heart are involuntarily expectant, and soul
and consciousness yearn for meeting.

2 'This prisoner thinketh that if a suitable time cometh and there
be no hindrance or consideration, thou mayest undertake a
journey to America and Europe under the pretext of traveling
to India and Japan, for the receptivity of the West increaseth
day by day and the lights must shine from the East. The rest
dependeth upon thy determination, intention, purpose and the
suitability of time.

O Lord! I call on Thee with a tongue of lowliness and con-
trition, with a heart empty and free from pride and vainglory,
with anguish, trepidation and desperation, that Thou mayest
assist Thy servant, the Chief, to exalt Thy Word in every dis-
tant region and in all deep valleys, that he may serve the firm
Covenant and attain the highest companionship in Thy exalted
Kingdom. Verily Thou art the Generous, and verily Thou art
the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB05343

To: Khadijih Sabbagh

O leaf stirred by the divine fragrances! Your mention is re-
membered and the hearts of the handmaidens of God in the
Holy Shrine are intimately associated with your remembrance.
When mention of the leaves comes to mind, since you are an
ancient handmaiden of God, gentle and submissive in spirit, all
remember and think of you. Praise the Beloved of the worlds
that you are mentioned in the circumambulation place of the
Concourse on High and are renowned in the gathering of the
handmaidens of the All-Merciful. You exist under the shelter-
ing shade of the Sovereign of existence and are counted among
the prostrating leaves.

Today the most beloved of all things with God is firmness and
steadfastness in the Cause of God and holding fast to God’s
Covenant and Testament. The true handmaidens and leaves
of divine Paradise are those countenances who have arisen in
this day, believing firmly in the divine Covenant of the one
true God, and are actively engaged in the spread of the fra-
grances of the Lord. By God, the inmates of Paradise and the
concourse of those who have drawn nigh are blessed by their
countenances.

And upon you be Glory.
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ABO05167

To: Lua Getsinger

Thou knowest, O God, and art my witness that I have no
desire in my heart save to attain Thy good pleasure, to be
confirmed in servitude unto Thee, to consecrate myself in Thy
service, to labour in Thy great vineyard and to sacrifice all
in Thy path. Thou art the All-Knowing and the All-Seeing.
I have no wish save to turn my steps, in my love for Thee,
towards the mountains and the deserts to loudly proclaim the
advent of Thy Kingdom, and to raise Thy call amidst all men.
O God! Open Thou the way for this helpless one, grant Thou
the remedy to this ailing one and bestow Thy healing upon this
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO05048

afflicted one. With burning heart and tearful eyes I supplicate
Thee at Thy Threshold.

O God! T am prepared to endure any ordeal in Thy path and
desire with all my heart and soul to meet any hardship.

Protect me from tests. Thou knowest full well that
I have turned away from all things and freed myself of all
thoughts. I have no occupation save mention of Thee and
no aspiration save serving Thee.

BPRY.203-204

LS e ey o p Oy oa Glaya
Slarle Ca OLS oo 5 Olypm (o
e

A Mﬁ:f‘) SN Sl s s gl
(,Lt,;jd;) olg 1, L;dﬂv\aa

A E Gl 51 disle Oletel 3 s o)
e r\ou\.@ @b 6S9JA )\ 9 r\azﬁf Srer
212 Gl Cande ol e 5 55
BRL

DAK#0221, MMK2#004 p.002,

MMG2#401 p.447

AB05048

To: Masumih wife of Samandar, mother of Tarazullah

O handmaiden of God! O handmaiden of Baha! When the
morn of guidance dawned from the highest horizon and illu-
mined the East and West of creation, a luminous ray fell upon
that divine household. The pillars of that enlightened home
were illumined. From the beginning, the manifestation of guid-
ance was evident and visible in the hearts of that family, and
from the day of the appearance of the Primal Point until now,
that group has been firm and steadfast in all ranks and sta-
tions. And praise be to God, through the grace and bounty of
the King of existence, they were firm in the Cause of God and
established at the threshold of grandeur and intimate with the
most great gift.

Therefore be confident that, God willing, you shall be pre-
served under the shadow of the protection, aid and providence
of the Abha Beauty and safeguarded from all tests and trials.
O my Lord! Guard this handmaiden of Thine with the eye
of Thy care, protection and preservation. Verily Thou art the
Generous, the Protector, the Guardian, the Ancient.
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AB05470

To: May Mazwell (Bolles)

...Blessed art thou, for thou hast severed thyself from aught
else save God!

Blessed art thou, for thou hast been kindled by the fire of the
love of God!

Blessed art thou, for thou hast been attracted by the perfumed
breezes of God!

Blessed art thou, for the service thou hast rendered to the
Word of God!

Blessed art thou, for the supplications thou hast offered to
God!

Blessed art thou, for the efforts thou hast exerted in propagat-
ing the Cause of God!

I pray on thy behalf to make thee a lamp of guidance in that
spot, a land heedless of the call of God.

O servant of God! The Kingdom hath been adorned with
the raiment of beauty, perfection, might, greatness, and glory;
and from God’s universal Revelation the veil hath been lifted,
and lo, divine gifts, heavenly favours, wonders of the merciful
Lord, celestial signs, wondrous symbols and holy tokens have
appeared. These dazzle the eyes, astound the minds, rejoice
the breasts, and attract the hearts of the onlookers.

Alas! What a pity! For the servants and maidservants have
become heedless of these divine gifts, and veiled themselves
from these lordly favours...

As to thee, be confident and well-assured, for the Lord of Hosts
shall assist thee with the hosts of the Kingdom, and with the

cohorts of the angels of confirmation from the Dominion on
high.
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AB11901

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib

O learned one of the school of inner meanings! Your memory is
the companion of the friends and the solace of troubled hearts.
You are not forgotten - you are constantly in mind.

And in gratitude for this bounty, which is an effect of the grace
of His Holiness the One, you must arise to obey the divine
commands and ordinances. Among the emphatic commands is
obedience, submission, service and well-wishing to the throne
of the supreme monarchy, and seeking the good pleasure of
the hearts of those in authority. Most assuredly, all the friends
must carry out this definitive ordinance, which is an explicit
text of the Preserved Tablet, and not deviate from it for a
moment.

For today the imperial government is the protector of the op-
pressed and guardian of the dispossessed. A group of friends
offer endless praise for the excellent conduct, excellent policy
and justice of His Excellency the Chosen One, and express com-
plete satisfaction. This is indeed so, for it is based on successive
eyewitness accounts, not isolated reports.

And it is hoped from the sympathies and favors of the Glorious
Lord that general benefits and good fruits will result from their
excellent conduct and wise governance.
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ABO05153

To: Mirza Muhammad Tabib

O pure soul! Truth is a precious pearl that has remained es-
tranged and veiled within the shell of contingent existence,
hidden and concealed. Yet due to its indescribable delicacy,
purity, brilliance and radiance, its light and rays have shone
from the very center upon the surface of the shell, gleaming
with a slight reflection. Eyes are dazzled by that ray and minds
are enamored with that reflection. Therefore the people of the
world seek truth in the realm of contingent existence rather
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than at the center. And when they find it not, they become
captive to weariness and companion to woe. So give thanks
that God’s grace has guided you from the periphery to the
center, and from the glass to the lamp. He has freed you from
the mirage and guided you to pure honey and the fountain
of life. Therefore you must take up this cup of divine wine,
shatter the market of the heedless, and scatter these precious
meanings upon all.
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AB05414

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi

The honored Hakim-Bashi makes sacrifices in all affairs and

strives in the path of God with his wealth and his soul. How- (,.L\,»L, &) S S Osle 5 wle i

ever, beyond his capacity and means, some time ago he sent
an amount of one thousand tumans, and it was written to
his honor not to present anything further since the expenses
for hosting the friends and those who pass through Qazvin
are considerable. Despite this, he has again presented another
thousand tumans. Since it was presented with utmost sincer-
ity, I feel embarrassed and thus am compelled to accept it. But
henceforth he must absolutely, absolutely carry out what was
written before.

O my God, my God! This servant of Thine has spent all that
he could in Thy path. O Lord! Send down upon him a bless-
ing from Thy presence and assist him through Thy power and
might. Verily Thou art the Generous One.

Convey the Most Wondrous Abha greetings to the handmaiden
of God Zahra Sultan. I am very pleased with her praiseworthy
services.
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AB05274

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi (Tihran)

O thou who art enkindled with the fire lit in the Sinai Tree!

> In this divine morn, rise like a luminous star from the horizon
of the world and shine like a candle in every gathering. The
lights of the stars of heaven are transient, meaning they are an
emanating quality, but the radiating lights of the divine lumi-
nous stars are a fixed reality - that is, they are the outpouring
of life which results from traveling the path of salvation. They
are the mystery of the names and attributes that give life to
all beings, and the completeness of perfections that adorns the
world of existence.

Therefore, O friend, strive and be moved and cry out and guide
others so that, God willing, through the infinite bounty of the
Most Glorious Beauty, souls among the loved ones in the realm
of possibility will be gathered who possess these perfections and
embody these attributes.

And glory be upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and Testament. ‘Abbas.

The names that you had written - despite lack of time and
opportunity, a brief letter was written for all.
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AB05224

To: Mirza Zaman

O seeker of truth! Man is the greatest part of the world of
existence and the fruit of the tree of the visible world. His
species is eternal, and this everlasting reality has neither be-
ginning nor end. What Western philosophers say about human
evolution - that man has come from the mineral, vegetable and
animal kingdoms and reached this station through growth and
development - is mere fancy, for the human species is ancient.
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Perhaps on this earth it was initially like a seed, then pro-
gressed and reached the station of “the best of creators.” But
that seed which gradually developed was the human species,
not animal. Therefore this species is ancient and was origi-
nally the noblest of earthly creatures. This is the truth, and
after truth there is naught but manifest error. Truth has ever
existed while creation is continually renewed, like the sun and
its rays. Without light there is utter darkness, and an extin-
guished lamp befits only the dwelling of the blind. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05051

To: Mother of Aga Siyyid Sadiq

O handmaiden of God! From the beginning of creation and
the dawn of existence, the verse “Thou seest no imperfection
in the creation of the All-Merciful, and thou seest no flaw in
the creation of the All-Merciful” was manifest and evident. In
receiving the bounties from the cloud of the Lord’s mercy, men
and women are equal, and “All do We aid, both these and those,
and the gift of thy Lord is not limited” is established and appli-
cable in this regard. Thus the garment of sanctification of the
love of God and the blessed robe of the knowledge of God fits
every stature harmoniously, whether male or female, whether
old or young. Therefore, O handmaiden of God, extend the
hand of God’s gift from the sleeve of the love of God, become
imbued with the bounties of the cloud of the Abha Kingdom,
and shower the doors of the knowledge of God upon the hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful, so that you may be counted among
the distinguished men. And the Glory be upon you.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Remember all the divine loved ones with the most wondrous
remembrances and convey this servant’s greetings.
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ABO05337

To: Mother of Mirza Husayn (Tihran)

O leaf who art assured, content, and well-pleasing! Give thanks
to the Lord God that thou wert present in the Day of the Mani-
festation of the One Who conversed on Sinai, and didst witness
the gleaming light and the flame of the Sinaic Revelation. A
hundred thousand myriad handmaidens gave up their lives in
utter longing for this blessing, while thou didst attain it; a hun-
dred thousand noblewomen of the tribes sacrificed their souls
in yearning for it, while thou didst achieve it. O mother, give
thanks unto God that He granted thee such a son who hath
rent his collar in the love of God and whose heart is illumined
by His boundless grace. Well is it with thee and with him for
this cup that brimmeth over with the wine of the love of God.

In any case, convey most wondrous greetings to all the hand-
maidens in that land and say: O handmaidens of God! This
is the time to acquire virtues from which the sweet fragrances
of holiness may be inhaled and the pure perfume of the most
great sanctity may be sensed. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB05344

To: Mother-in-law of Aqa Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan

O assured leaf! Your services during the imprisonment of the
Name of God were accepted in the Kingdom and your efforts
were praised. Praise be to God that you illumined your face
with the light of guidance and kindled your heart with the fire
of the Divine Lote Tree, and engaged in service to the prisoners
of the path of the All-Merciful. You had a husband like that
forgiven and illustrious person who was immersed in the ocean
of forgiveness and consumed by the fire of recognition, and you
have a distinguished son-in-law like Jinab-i-Muhammad-Baqir
who possesses both inner perfection and outer beauty. You
raised a wise and assured daughter in the bosom of guidance

and are the recipient of the glances of the eye of providence.

Through the grace of the Ancient Beauty, I hope these divine
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gifts will increase day by day and this mighty edifice will be
strengthened.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Please convey the Most Glorious and Most Wonderful greet-
ings from this servant to Jinab-i-Mirza Haydar-‘Ali and Jinab-
i-Mirza Baha'u’d-Din.
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AB05342

To: Rabiih wife of Nazimul-Hukama

O attracted leaf! Although it is evening time and the dark-
ness of night has encompassed the horizons, yet praise be to
God, the heart is so illumined and radiant with the light of
the Sun of Truth that it illumines the horizons. In utmost rap-
ture and attraction we are engaged in mentioning the friends
and praying for the handmaidens of the Merciful, that the aid
and bounty of the Most Great Oneness may place upon their
heads a crown of the greatest gift, raise them up from among
the women of the world, cause them to speak with most elo-
quent utterance and conclusive proof, and make them the cause
of guidance for the women of the worlds. O cherished hand-
maiden of God! In this mighty Dispensation and ancient and
living Cycle, women have been distinguished by such a bounty
that they have become equal to men. They loose their tongues
and make wondrous utterances, and give the seekers to drink
from the pure spring. God willing, you are one of those at-
tracted leaves. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05056

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar

O handmaiden of God and mother of His handmaiden! Your
name is Shams-i-Jahan (Sun of the World), therefore you must
kindle a flame in the horizons of existence from the lights of
love for the Sun of Truth, and set ablaze the hearts of the
handmaidens of God with the fire of love for the Beauty of
God. Otherwise, a sun without light cannot be imagined, and
a lamp without flame is extinguished and condemned. If you
are a star in this heaven and the intensity of this wave, come
into ecstasy and motion so that you may receive grace and
blessing. Let your tongue become eloquent in praise of God,
your eye become seeing in beholding the beauty of God, and
your ear become hearing to divine counsels and admonitions,
so that you may witness the confirmations of the Spirit and
find the gate open to the glorious city, and seek the brilliant
lamp in the glass of contingent being, and find the springtime
rain of mercy for the garden of minds. And glory be upon the
people of glory, morning and evening.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey My Most Glorious and Most Beauteous greetings to
the two pure leaves, Qudsiyyih and Liga’iyyih.
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AB11898

To: Shaykh Kazim Bunabi Mithaqi (Maraghih)

O thou pilgrim to the Spot round which circle the Concourse on
high! Unloose thy tongue and render thanks for the bounties,
bestowals, and special favours that the heavenly Beauty hath
conferred upon thee, for thou hast become a source of divine
confirmations and a wellspring of divine assistance. Thou hast
attained unto the bounty of kissing the ground of the sacred
Precincts, and hast been invested with the honour of inhaling
the life-giving fragrances and soul-stirring breezes that waft
from that pure and holy Shrine. Thou hast blessed thy coun-
tenance and hair with the dust of that sacred Threshold, and
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hast brightened and illumined both thine outer and inner eye.
Many a desert, mountain, wilderness, and sea didst thou tra-
verse till thou didst reach thine ultimate goal, the habitation
of the Beloved, and attain unto this immense bounty and abid-
ing bliss. Were the people of the world to become apprised of
this bounty and of this Holy Spot and its Lord, they would
assuredly regard the dust from the sandals of the devoted pil-
grims as a collyrium of insight and would reckon it to be the
greatest of gifts in the world of creation. Glory be unto thee
and unto every firm and steadfast pilgrim.
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AB05014

To: Shaykh Nasrullah Bajistani

The holy fragrance and the human essence from the thicket of
praise and the blessed, spacious garden, the circumambulation
point of the people of Baha, has wafted over you and perfumed
your pure tomb and your fragrant dust, O you who turned
to God, who was attracted to the beauty of God, who was
illumined by the lights of God, who received bounty from the
Kingdom of God, who was martyred in the path of God, and
who was slain in the love of God.

Upon you be the glory of God, upon you be the praise of God,
upon you be the mercy of God, upon you be the grace of God.

Blessed be the loins from which you emerged, and the womb
from which you were born, and the breast from which you
suckled, and the bosom in which you were raised, and the
house in which you dwelt, and the earth on which you reclined,
and the resting place in which you were buried.

May God perfume the nostrils of those near to Him with the
fragrance of your ambered dust. May God revive through the
fragrances of your detachment the heart of every illumined,
assured believer. And may God water your tomb with blessed,
copious, pouring rain from the clouds of His Most Glorious
Kingdom.

5 Blessed is he who visits your tomb which contains your purified

body.
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AB05349

AB05189

To: Sisters of Azizullah Khan Misbah (Pilgrim)

From the beginning of existence until the Promised Day men
retained superiority over women in every respect. It is revealed
in the Qur’an: “Men have superiority over women.”

But in this wondrous Dispensation, the supreme outpouring of
the Glorious Lord became the cause of manifest achievements
by women. Some handmaidens arose who excelled men in the
arena of knowledge. They arose with such love and spirituality
that they became the cause of the outpouring of the bounty
of the Sovereign Lord upon mankind, and with their sanctity,
purity and attributes of the spirit led a great many to the shore
of unity. They became a guiding torch to the wanderers in the
wastes of bewilderment, and enkindled the despondent in the
nether world with the flame of the love of the Lord.

This is a bounteous characteristic of this wondrous Age which
hath granted strength to the weaker sex and hath bestowed
masculine might upon womanhood...
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To: Siyyid Mihdi nephew of Alaviyyih

O thou who art a memento of the martyrs in the path of God!
Ponder upon the state of those holy souls and how they have
departed from this evanescent world, offering up their lives on
the altar of sacrifice and finding fruition in the kingdom of sanc-
tity. With luminous faces shining like the sun and the moon,
they spread their rays from the horizon of the All-Merciful.
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AB05393

During times of misfortune and hardship, one should take con-
solation through the memory of the martyrs, for the fruit of
this world shall ever be loss and regret, especially after the
setting of the Sun of Existence and the Most Great Luminary
of the placeless.

Praise be unto God, that tender child hath ascended unto
the bosom of the Most High and hath become illuminated by
the Manifest Light in the most exalted paradise. Sorrow and
lament not, neither sigh nor weep. Turn unto the Kingdom
of Abha and seek out His most excellent favor. Upon thee be
salutation and praise.
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AB05393

To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih

O thou pure and righteous leaf who art assured through thy
Lord’s grace! May God quicken thy heart through the breaths
of His spirit, and may God comfort thine eyes through behold-
ing His lights, and may God expand thy breast through His
verses, and may God refresh thy heart through the breezes of
His bounty, and may God raise thy remembrance through thy
being enkindled by the fire ignited in the Tree of His Sinai, and
may God perfume the gardens of thy heart with the downpour
of His favors.

The honored guest has been here for some time visiting the
blessed Threshold’s dust, and now they have beaten the drum
of return. Through the ancient and new bounty of the King of
the realms of spirits, there is strong hope and firm expectation
that in this journey they will have a powerful effect like a new
spirit in ancient bodies. During these days when they were
the companion of these servants, during the time of visiting
the circumambulation point of the Supreme Concourse, they
would visit on behalf of you and all relations, and likewise
would feast by proxy in the name of those leaves, and all was
accepted. And glory be upon thee.
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AB12382

AB05334

To: Varaqatu’l-Firdaws

O blessed leaf of God’s Paradise! Although a letter was sent
some time ago, I have again undertaken to mention you so that
you may know to what extent you are remembered in this gath-
ering and how you are present in this assembly. The Blessed
Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, would
show the utmost favor at every moment, and it was observed
that the attention of the Eye of Kindness was continuous and
perpetual.

Know with clear certainty that there was a special grace and
particular favor for that blessed leaf, and now too from the
Most Glorious Kingdom the glances of the Eye of the All-
Merciful are directed. Therefore, in gratitude for this ancient
grace and mighty favor and this supreme gift, open your tongue
and set ablaze the maidservants of the All-Merciful with the
fire of the Blessed Tree at all times.

This is the time of excitement and resurrection, the moment
of flame and ignition. Greet all the maidservants of God and
leaves with the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greeting.
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AB12382

To: Zibandih Thamari

O cherished handmaiden of the Abha Beauty! Be not sorrowful,
be not grieved, be not withered, be at rest, for thou art men-
tioned and accepted and praised at the Sacred Threshold, and
art encompassed by the glance of favor and complete bounties
of His Holiness the Most One.

Convey my greetings to the revered mother, the fruit of the
spiritual tree, and likewise express utmost longing to Jinab-i-
Aqga Mirza ‘Ata’u’llah Khan.

It is hoped that day by day affection and kindliness and con-
nection and oneness will increase, for in this holy Dispensation
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ABO05006

it has been ordained that love and unity between husband and
wife should increase day by day, until they become as one soul,
one spirit and one body. God willing, this divine purpose will
be manifested between you in utmost perfection so that you
may become an excellent example among the friends and hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful.

When this occurs, the doors of prosperity and success will open
from every direction, and heavenly confirmations and divine
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The salutation that shines from the Most Glorious Horizon and
the praise that perfumes the highest heaven with the fragrance
of musk be upon you, O flame of the fire of the love of God
and ember of the fires of yearning and passion for the Beauty
of God. I testify that you were attracted by the power of the
divine fragrances, believed in the verses, accepted the words,
held fast to the clear texts, and were honored to attain the
presence of the court that shone with lights and radiated with
illumination until its rays spread to all regions through the
Most Glorious Beauty. You heard the words and hearkened
to the divine address and became intoxicated from the over-
flowing cup brimming with the wine of meeting, dripping with
the sweetness of union. I beseech God to protect you in the
proximity of His Most Glorious Kingdom, shelter you beneath
the shade of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing,
grant you the meeting, and bestow upon you that which you
love and with which you are content. And peace be upon you,
O servant of Baha.

First, on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, a few of the friends should
visit the luminous resting place of the servant of Baha and
recite this, then deliver it to Jinab-i-Mirza Baqir.
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ABO05019

ABO05007

Praise be to God, it hath through experience become evident
that life in this world possesseth neither distinction nor sweet-
ness, and that the flower-garden of earthly existence hath nei-
ther freshness nor delicacy. Its honey is poison, its sugar deadly
venom. Its life is death itself, and its comfort but the sting of
the serpent.

Therefore, if a bird doth at the outset take flight unto the rose-
garden of the All-Glorious, it hath indeed traversed the path of
salvation and hath drunk from the chalice and cup of a goodly
end the wine of bounty.

Hence, ye must needs be in the utmost state of resignation
and contentment, and in adversity and tribulation be moved
to forbearance and patience, that all may follow your example
and be immersed in the ocean of acquiescence. It is hoped that
we shall all hasten, at the earliest moment, to the divine realm
and be delivered from the constraints and defilements of this
heap of dust.

This fleeting world is unworthy of attachment, nor hath it ever
been, nor will it ever be, deserving of affection. Let nothing
in this world be deemed of importance save the manifestation
of human virtues, qualities and praiseworthy characteristics,
which are the greatest trust of God; and this divine effulgence
consisteth in the appearance of these counsels and exhorta-
tions.
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AB05019

O God, my God! Thou seest Thy devoted servants athirst of
the cup of mighty martyrdom in Thy path, hastening to the
field of sacrifice. They are enamored by Thy Beauty and long-
ing to behold Thee. Of these sacrificial, one is named Murad
and the other is called Baba Jan and verily they have sought
martyrdom in Thy path. They sipped from the chalice of sac-
rifice in Thy way and hastened unto Thee and offered up their
soul as a ransom for nearness to Thy Court. O Lord, accept
from them this great gift and make these two deliverance for
those lost in the wasteland of waywardness, aid them reach the
dawning-place of Thy effulgent, enter them into the celestial
paradise of Thy union in all the worlds of light and abide them
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ABO05082

in Thy resplendent Kingdom. O Lord, verily, these two were
evident signs of Thy love and conspicuous words on the Tablets
of Thy Oneness. They were two sanctified souls amongst Thy
friends, two radiant stars on horizon of faithfulness and cer-
titude of the heaven of Thy servitude. O Lord, bestow upon
them through Thy generosity and grace all that Thou has de-
creed in the Kingdom of Thy Light and grant patience upon
those related to them.

Verily Thou art the Clement, the Glorified, and the Munificent,
and Thou art the Benevolent, the Merciful and the Compas-
sionate.
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O servant of the threshold of the Lord God! Your inscribed let-
ter was noted and your written page became manifest. Its con-
tents were firm and its meanings were like a luminous palace.
On the Day of Manifestation you were a thankful servant, and
today through the bounty of the Self-Subsisting One you have
become firm, steadfast and renowned, so that you might be a
candle of the gathering and a cutting sword of the Covenant
in the Most Great House, so that those of recent desires might
find no opportunity to stir up the chain of violation from near
or far, and the power of the suggestions of the ignorant might
diminish.

And in that land and region may the rays of the Sun of the
Covenant shine so brightly that the birds of night mentioned
in the divine psalms and tablets find no chance to fly, and the
mighty fortress of the Cause of God remain protected and the
impregnable sanctuary of the religion of God remain preserved.

Otherwise the matter will become so confused that those very
birds of night that have been stirred to action will become
nonexistent and rejected, for even the life of bats depends on
the grace of the sun’s heat.

In any case, God willing, you are accepted and a defender of
the Covenant of the loving Lord. And the glory be upon you.
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O Lord! These souls have come to this gathering purely out of
love and are present with perfect love and harmony. O God!
Illumine their faces, gladden their spirits with the Most Great
Glad-Tidings, brighten their eyes with beholding the signs of
guidance, and delight their ears with hearing the Most Exalted
Call.

O Lord! We are sinners - forgive us. We are transgressors - par-
don us. Shelter us in Thy protection. Perfect our deficiencies
through Thy forgiveness.

Deliver these souls from the world of fancy and guide them
to reality so they may seek after truth, become distant from
the world of matter and draw near to the Kingdom, emerge
from darkness into the realm of light. Deliver them from the
darkness of contingent existence and illumine them with the
lights of the realm of transcendence. Make them manifesta-
tions of light and dawning-places of fruitage. Make them de-
tached from all else save Thee and acquainted with mysteries.

O Lord! Thou art the Forgiver, the Knowing One. Thou art
the Bestower, the Powerful One. And Thou art the Mighty,
the All-Seeing.
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AB05166

O humble one at the Gate of Forgiveness! Your letter to Mash-
hadi Husayn was noted. From the gardens of its meanings, a
fragrance of spiritual flowers and mystical morning breezes was
inhaled and sensed. O wanderer in the wilderness of the love
of God! Raise the cry of “O Glory of the Most Glorious!” in
mountain and desert, plain and sea, and sing such a song to the
branch of the divine lote-tree that spiritual meanings and di-
vine mysteries become manifest. Burn night and day with the
fire of the love of God and raise heart-consuming lamentations.
And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my greetings to the spiritual Rustam-Dastan and say:
The time for dream interpretation has come - both in wakeful-
ness and in dreams there is witnessing and meeting the Beloved
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and Desired One. With complete attention, pure intention, del-
icacy of heart and joy of soul, lay your head upon the pillow
and the mysteries of the Kingdom will be unveiled - that is,
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O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine bestowal!
Give thanks to the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, that thou
art walking the straight path and pursuing the right course,
that thou dwellest beneath the shade of the divine Tree and
reposest under the wing of the Phoenix of the East of oneness.
Thou art the object of heavenly favors and the recipient of the
glances of the One whose favors are hidden. Thou art firm and
steadfast in the Covenant and Testament of the Dayspring of
the horizons, and art clinging fast to the Compact and Faith of
the Lord God. This is the confirmation of the Abha Kingdom
and the assistance from the highest horizon.

Therefore, in thankfulness for this most great bounty and this
supreme gift, arise to serve the Cause of God in such wise as
to astound all minds and thoughts, that praise may descend
from the Kingdom of Glory and the cry of “Blessed art thou, O
My servant” may reach the ear of inner consciousness from the
horizon of holiness, and “Well done! Well done! O thou who
hast turned thy face purely toward Me” may come from the
invisible Herald. Thereupon shall the tongues of them that are
near unto God speak thy praise, and the mouths of the sincere
ones utter prayers for thee.

And upon thee be glory, and upon those who are attracted by
the breathings of God.
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To be typed. DUR4.660
AB05264

To: Fath-’Ali Khan, in Nayriz

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine love! In this
mortal world the Sun of eternal Truth hath dawned from the
horizon of oneness and the dawning-place of singleness, bestow-
ing limitless lights upon all regions. He hath made the world
a new world and graced all creation with boundless bounty.
He hath kindled the flame of eternal glory and consumed the
thorns and weeds of human abasement. The lights of divine
knowledge have shone forth from the horizon of possibility and
the limitless ocean of the favors of the All-Merciful hath surged.
The fire of Moses hath appeared and set Mount Sinai ablaze.
The breath of eternal life hath wafted and the bright morn
of hopes and aspirations hath dawned. The divine springtime
hath arrived and the April showers of the mercy of the All-
Merciful have poured down. The morning breeze hath blown
through the Sheba of Solomon and the fecundating winds of
grace have spread from the gardens of oneness. The gardens
of divine unity have become verdant and flourishing, and the
hills and plains and wilderness and valleys of existence have
been adorned with the flowers of new bounty and wondrous
grace. Blessed are they that have attained and glad tidings to
the sincere ones. And upon thee be Glory.
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ABO05270

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

What shall T write and what shall I pen? The soul yearns for
the precincts of the Beloved, and the heart desires ascent from
this realm of water and clay. The spirit is gladdened by the
breezes of the Abha Kingdom, and the conscience is in utmost
joy from the gentle winds of the gardens of the All-Merciful.
The reality of existence hopes for the stations of witnessing,
and the essence and being of existence longs for nonexistence
and annihilation, that perchance through the grace and bounty
of the Peerless Lord it may be freed from this world of multi-
plicity and find its way into the life-giving expanse of the Lord
and be guided to the Kingdom of sanctification.

I swear by the Most Great Name and the Ancient Identity that
in this moment the glad-tidings of ascent and advancement are
to this servant like the holy fragrances of dawn, or like the
bounty of rain and dew to a withered plant.

O Lord! Answer the prayer of these grief-stricken ones. What
bounty greater than this could one imagine - to be delivered
from this dark confinement and to shine forth like a candle in
the glass of the Kingdom?
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ABO05318

O thou who gazest upon the Most Great Scene!

In this hour when the spirit-nourishing breeze from the gardens
of the Abha Kingdom hath quickened the hearts and souls of
the spiritual ones, and the waves of the Most Great Sea of the
Supreme Concourse, like the hosts of angels from the heaven of
My Name, have submerged the shores of contingent being, and
the heart is in the utmost state of attraction, we have become
engaged in mentioning that spiritual friend and we bring, in
complete humility and supplication, our utter powerlessness
and need to the threshold of the Abha Beauty, saying:

O Pure One of God! These are Thy scattered flock, and these
are Thy bewildered and unsettled lovers. Though we are poor
and lowly, Thou art our Helper and Supporter. We are abject
and sick, Thou art the Glorious Physician. We are destitute
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AB05326

and captive, Thou art the Great Wealthy One. O Lord! Who
are we and what are we? Whatever exists is Thee. What shall
we say and what path shall we tread? Thou art the Speaker
and the Guide.

O God! Grant us a favor, bestow upon us a bounty, that we
may remain protected and preserved, and become the recipi-
ents of Thy attention and consideration. Verily, Thou art the
Most High, the All-Generous.
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O sapling of the divine garden! Your esteemed father, with a
merciful heart, a heavenly spirit and a radiant face, entered
the gathering of the merciful ones and attained the blessing
of visiting the Threshold of the Lord. In truth, in the path
of God he tasted every bitter cup and drank every chalice of
tests, yet praise be to God, he lived steadfast and firm.

It is certain that this son is born of the heart and soul of
this father and from the spiritual essence of this loving one,
for a child of earthly elements, if not confirmed with spiritual
sonship, physical fatherhood has no effect - rather he becomes
addressed by “he is not of thy family, his work is unrighteous.”

My hope is that you will illuminate the chamber of that father
and make the household of that respected person a rose garden,
and become so enkindled with the fire of the love of God that
you will close the eyes of the envious ones and become the
cause of enlightenment to the world of humanity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB05392

O thou who art stirred by the breeze of God’s love! I heard all
praise of thee from one of the loved ones of God, whereupon
my spiritual emotions were moved and stirred, and my divine
love was aroused. So I hastened to pen these lines, address-
ing thee and praying to God that He make thee a pure soul,
sanctified from contingent conditions, made goodly through
the outpouring of the All-Merciful, well-pleased and pleasing,
at peace through the grace of thy Lord, the Most High.

Convey on my behalf abundant greetings and respect to thy
father and say to him that the Sun of Truth shines too brightly
to be hidden behind clouds of doubt, and the ocean of thy
Lord’s outpourings is too vast to be covered by the foam of
uncertainties in the visible world.

Look to the time of Christ and how they objected to that
radiant countenance and denied Him because of doubts that
overcame their hearts, and deprived themselves of that mighty
grace.

Hast thou heard or read of any Cause greater than the Cause
of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate? Nay!
Verily the Cause is mighty, mighty, and the Lord is generous,
generous, and the outpouring is glorious, glorious. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05395
To: Munavvar Khanum, in Shiraz
O sacred leaf! Give thanks to God for having caused you to Kl Al 3 il B, Lr‘

grow from this blessed Tree which is planted in the holy Mount,
firm in its roots, lofty in its branches, verdant in its leaves, ra-
diant in its flowers, ripe in its fruits, ablaze with the fire that is
ignited, from whose crackling and roaring you hear the Call of
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. By God the True One,
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if you were to praise your Lord for all eternity, you would not
have fulfilled the right of gratitude for this supreme gift and
greatest mercy. Therefore say: “My Lord and my Hope! Ver-
ily Your handmaiden is powerless to render thanks for Your
gifts and to offer praise and glory to You. She acknowledges
her powerlessness, her lowliness, her poverty and her evanes-
cence. Accept from her her excuse, her powerlessness and her
weakness. Verily You are the Forgiving, the Mighty, the Com-
passionate.”

O sacred and luminous leaf, handmaiden of God, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting! Convey the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous greetings to the mother and say: O handmaiden of God!
Be gladdened by the former grace and latter gift of the Divine
Unity. Turn to the Abha Kingdom at the distance of “two
bow-lengths or closer” and supplicate and implore that souls
who are lifeless and frozen and heedless and negligent of the
greatness of the Covenant may be enkindled with the fire of the
love of God and become firm and steadfast in the testament
and pledge. Also convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous
greetings to the other assured leaves.
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AB05407

O ye believers! God alone has the right to test His servants, and
it is not for any servant to test one who is sincere unto God.
By my Lord! The Bird of Spirit soars in the atmosphere of
sanctity, yet those who cherish earthly hopes remain perplexed
as to the final outcome. The snare lies buried beneath the
earth and no reward is attained thereby. Rather, they have
made mention of that which is less than servitude as a snare
for this Bird that wings its flight in the spiritual realm. And
‘Abdu’l-Baha supplicates to the Most Glorious Kingdom, and
nothing remains concealed.

Know ye that my very being is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my essence is
‘Abdu’l-Baha, my reality is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my loftiest station
is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and my ultimate goal is ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I have
no station save servitude to Baha, no rank except submission
and service to the loved ones of God. Nothing has flowed from
my pen except that I am ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Son of Baha, and
the bondsman of Baha.
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In this do I glory among the multitudes, for the servitude of
Baha is a wondrous and radiant gem that burns and shines
upon the crown of eternal and resplendent glory. This is my
station and my rank, and I am ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the Son of
Baha. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05422

Consider how the Prophets and Messengers and Guides, those
dawning-places of sacred lights, endured such severe trials and
afflictions. How much Noah lamented, and Abraham’s face was
cast into Nimrod’s fire. Joseph fell into a well and prison, Ja-
cob became the companion of weeping eyes. Moses wandered
lost in the desert. The Spirit (Christ) was raised upon the
cross. John’s head was severed. The Messenger (Muhammad)
fell under the dominion of enemies in Batha. The Comman-
der (Imam Ali) was martyred. The Prince of Martyrs (Imam
Husayn) gave his throat to the dagger.

The Bab (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) made His
blessed breast the target of a hundred thousand arrows and
bullets.

The Blessed Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones) drank the cup of tribulation every hour - from palace to
prison He fell, wandering in all directions. Severe injury came
to His blessed foot in Tabaristan, and deadly poison was given
to Him. At times He was banished to Iraq, at times He fell
into Rumelia and Bulgaria, at times He was imprisoned in the
prison of Akka.

odd Qli:m,h)&{%m.ﬁ»)\j\
3 o5 deg i p O SAAS
Wd"}‘féuﬁ\i"&)&&ojb
Qk;ﬁ\d\ﬁj)okqwﬁsbk
o Dpam MBS der pdd Ot
PR RC T RO\ SR [E I g
C)j"a"'\‘i'°“\.’.4‘if‘g54-c"j'b"c‘§)‘)b

. oabal lued L.LA C,i')) c—\a)a{ BE) d}vu

sl dl b & v AL Al el O e
‘) J)%ﬁd}éﬁ&\.\ﬁj\éj@j) ‘}:\ be’ )
3500 4K 5 5 4l do 2

éﬁbﬁ)) ol 45L>Y [Eat)) ij‘)Lﬁ JL?‘ <
s 10 4 Ol ) Ak S el
D5 ddd a3y cnS ol Jﬁ d\af
031> a (:’J deery ke gl 4 Ol b
soMan S 5 Bl 4 Sl
de&coﬁﬁ').ﬁj:b\)w
AVK2.307.17x, RHQM2.1190-1191 (663)
(408-409)

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 44


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/UMICH962.pdf
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/UMICH991.pdf
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA2/ma2-318.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/686.pdf#page=15
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AK2/ak2-308.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/653.pdf#page=289
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/653.pdf#page=289

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB05480

AB05471

O Thou Benevolent God!

Grant us a shelter in Thy threshold and inform us of Thy
mysteries! Make our eyes seeing and our ears hearing! Suffer
our hearts and souls to be drawn unto Thee by the power of
supplication and prayer.

O God, wandering are we: point out to us the way of Truth!
Thirsty are we: give us the Water of Life! Hungry are we:
spread before us the Supper of the Lord! Sad are we: bring to
our hearts the joy of heaven. Prisoners of the nether world are
we: bestow upon us the freedom of the realm of might!

Attached to the terrestrial world are we: make us wooers of
the celestial world.

In the bondage of passion, desire and temptation are we: re-
lease us from these chains and fetters.

Humble and lowly are we: make dear to us the kingdom of Thy
Glory.

Deprived are we: make us the confidants of mystery. Faded
are we: refresh and rejoice us by the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit.

Dead are we: quicken us by the life eternal, so that in this age
of Lights we may obtain an abundant share from the bounties
of the forgiving Lord, enter the Kingdom of God, seek after the
unending Outpouring, and attain unto the Everlasting Gift.

Verily, Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the Merciful; and
Thou art the Forgiver, the Glorious, the Helper!

BSC.428 #4774

AB05480

O ye spiritual friends!

Thank ye God His Highness the Almighty who has granted
ye such a gift and conferred such a Bestowal! He enkindled
the Splendor of the Most Great Guidance and burned away
the veils of superstitions. He destroyed the foundation of
strangeness and laid the basis of oneness. He caused the
illumination of the eyes and made the ears to hearken the
melody and the harmony of the Supreme Concourse and listen
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to the Divine Call; to such an extent that the heart and the
Spirit cried out, ‘yea, yea! This is through the Generosity
of His Highness, the Incomparable One who hath suffered
this Imprisoned Servant to be engaged with your mentioning
and occupied with your remembrance with the utmost joy
and fragrance. Thank ye God for this! Verily this is a great
Bounty! Verily this is a great favor!

DAS.1913-10-17

AB05481

Consider thou that Abdul Baha is proving the validity of Christ
through divine argument, brilliant traces and infinite outpour-
ing, so that the Christians may attain to the Truth of His
Highness Christ, and other nations likewise may realize His
greatness. Nevertheless these Christians dislike me very much
and turn away from me. How heedless are they, and how sub-
merged are they in worldly vanities.

Of Christ they know nothing but a name, and His teachings
they realize not even a trace. They worship His Name and not
His Spirit. If they had known His reality, they would undoubt-
edly execute His instructions and would act according to His
good pleasure.

Now, thank God that thou hast partaken a share from His
Highness the Christ and I hope thou wilt act in accordance
with His Divine Teachings.

BSTW#357

ABU1922

I used to write most letters with my own hand, but since three
of my fingers became disabled from excessive writing, I was
compelled to take a scribe until my hand recovered.

Before the ascension of the Blessed Beauty, I did not write
letters to any of the friends until Mirza Varqa the martyr sent
me about a hundred letters to which I gave no reply. Finally,
he wrote to Mirza Aqa Jan complaining about me, saying “I
do not know the reason for his not writing.” Then the Blessed
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Beauty summoned me and asked why I was not writing to him.
“Write to him.” So I wrote him a reply with this meaning: “O
honorable Varqa, have you not heard the call of the Supreme
Concourse? Then why are you waiting and expecting the sound
of a mosquito?” etc.

And once the Blessed Beauty summoned me and said “What ar-
rangement will you make?” I said “I am ready to write replies.”
Then the Blessed Beauty wrote words to this effect: “So-and-
so has undertaken and guaranteed to reply to petitions.” That
same night I wrote fifty replies, and from that time until now
I reply to all letters.
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AB05889

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

O my spiritual sister! God be praised, through the Ancient
Beauty’s grace and bounty, we have set foot safe and sound
upon this shore, and arrived in this town...

These coasts were once the place where the breezes of God’s
loving kindness blew, and here in this sacred Vale the Son of
Spirit raised up His call of ‘Here am I, O Thou My Lord! Here
am I’ That is why we here perceive, from every direction, the
sweet breathings of holiness.

My meaning is, rest thou assured, this servant is suffering nei-
ther from any trouble, nor hardship, nor fatigue. I am looking
after myself, and keeping away from all mental preoccupations;
all, that is, except for one thought, which doth indeed disquiet
the mind—and that is, God forbid, that thou shouldst sorrow.
I hope that out of the bestowals and bounties of the Ancient
Beauty, He will in His grace bring comfort to every heart.
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ABU1993

Mirza Taqi Khan mockingly asked in the meeting, “What then
is the meaning of ‘there is nothing green or dry but it is
[recorded] in a Clear Book’?” Baha'u'llah replied, “There is
He asked, “What does it mean?” He
replied, “It means that in the Qur’an there are histories, inter-
pretations, meanings, historical details, promises and warnings
- indeed mention of everything is found therein.”

no doubt about it.”

2 He said, “Am I also mentioned in it?” He replied, “Yes, you too
are mentioned in it.” He asked, “By allusion or explicitly?” He
replied, “Explicitly.” He said, “I have not seen any mention of
myself in it.” He replied, “It is there where it says: ‘She said: I
seek refuge from thee with the Beneficent God, if thou art God-
fearing.”” He became very angry but did not express anything,
and asked, “Is there anything about my father Qurban Khan
as well?” He replied, “Yes there is.” He asked, “Explicitly
or by allusion?” He replied, “Explicitly, where it says: ‘Why
do you not bring us an offering which fire [from heaven| shall
consume?”’
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ABO05865

To: Baha’is of Abadih

O divine friends! Raise the drum-beat of the mention of God
throughout the horizons and lift high the melody of eternal
bounty in the heart of the horizons. Light such a candle that
its flame reaches the Supreme Concourse, and plunge into such
an ocean that its waves reach the Most Glorious Kingdom.
Drink from such a spring that bestows divine life, and partake
of such a feast that becomes spiritual sustenance. Don such a
garment that becomes the beauty of the human temple, and
play such a melody that becomes the cause of joy and delight
to divine hearts. The days are passing, and material life is
fruitless. The end is nothingness, and in the battle array there
is defeat - unless you drink a cup of the wine of eternal life and
taste the honey of everlasting existence, and become confirmed
with a spirit that bestows eternal life.
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And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05885

To: Baha’is of Abadih

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter was fragrant and its
meanings were sweet as honey, for it indicated orientation to-
ward the Supreme Concourse and detachment unto God. In
this glorious day each one must become a night-illumining
lamp and enlighten the world. Show forth divine character
and adorn the feast of the spiritual ones. Take in hand the
overflowing cup of the love of God and dance in this gathering,
crying out and playing this melody:

“In one hand the wine-cup, in the other the Beloved’s tress
In such a dance midst this arena is my heart’s desire

Weary am I of these weak-natured folk

5 The Lion of God and Rustam the Hero is my heart’s desire”

Take up the harp and lute and raise a melody in harmony with
the Supreme Concourse, that the birds of the meadow may
come into rapture and ecstasy, and all may become engaged
in one voice in praising and glorifying the Glorious Lord. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05652

To: Rawshan, Atiyyih et al., in Abadih

O peerless Lord! In Thine almighty wisdom Thou hast en-
joined marriage upon the peoples, that the generations of men
may succeed one another in this contingent world, and that
ever, so long as the world shall last, they may busy themselves
at the Threshold of Thy oneness with servitude and worship,
with salutation, adoration and praise. “I have not created spir-
its and men, but that they should worship me.” Wherefore,
wed Thou in the heaven of Thy mercy these two birds of the
nest of Thy love, and make them the means of attracting per-
petual grace; that from the union of these two seas of love a
wave of tenderness may surge and cast the pearls of pure and
goodly issue on the shore of life. “He hath let loose the two
seas, that they meet each other: Between them is a barrier
which they overpass not. Which then of the bounties of your
Lord will ye deny? From each He bringeth up greater and
lesser pearls.”

O Thou kind Lord! Make Thou this marriage to bring forth
coral and pearls. Thou art verily the All-Powerful, the Most
Great, the Ever-Forgiving.
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ABO05511

To: Baha’is of Agdash, in Agdash

O friends of Aqdash! We are servants at His threshold and
scatter His praise and glory. But you are radiant with the
bounties of the Abha Kingdom and are shining and resplen-
dent with the lights of Truth. For the true light and spiritual
radiance is the divine light that shines forth and gleams in
the realities of God’s chosen ones. That light is revealing and
perceiving, eternal and everlasting, extending from the hearts
of the friends and faces of the pure ones to the Concourse on
High. The world of being is illumined by it and the stars in
the heights of the Kingdom overflow with it. That light has no
setting and that radiance no veil. It has ever shone from the
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horizon of sanctity upon the realities of divine unity, and will
forever gleam from the pole of the divine realm upon human
realities. But outward light is transient and merely produces
a wave in the ethereal element that affects only the auditory
nerve, and nothing more. And the Glory be upon you!
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AB05924

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Akka

Jenab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah: According to what has been
heard, some thieves in ‘Akka have suspicions such that they
might come one night to steal. Therefore, exercise utmost vig-
ilance with Isma’il Aga. From sunset, lock the upper interior
and likewise quickly secure the lower main door so that entry
and exit can be through the small door, or else have someone
constantly sit by the door from sunset so that no one enters
secretly or hides in those holes. But keep this matter confiden-
tial, for if the women hear of it they will become extremely
frightened at night and go mad. Only you and Isma’il Aqa
should know of this and exercise caution.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

And tell Isma’il Aga not to remove any trees from the garden
as the season has passed. God willing, next year.

And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.

31 s fymmne 513 5 el o BT Gl 1
Sk (o2 s Ol VL"J\ I Ko clasys
G2 B Joarl L1y cilye e Vb sl
3 a1 O YL g e Bl
8 a2 spae x5 503 1, ol G
5 ST asy T s I ety )
J’b/l;’-"'s“{“{w&.)—‘ﬁuﬂ
o ds :;ﬁ S [P Py QT): 3 348
i by S ol e | 4
GTM\}L&’.‘\)):A éj‘xij .,L:LC JL') g)f-
wols g2y bl s s Ll

e ?

d}ﬂ@b)\&)&{#ﬁ@TM\é; 3
ol o oLl ol 2228 23y 145 50k

LQCY‘ ;w\@j 1

INBA17:201

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 51


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=103
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=203

w

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB05621

ABO05760

To: Rugiyyih Sultan Yazdi, in Alexandria

O thou precious maidservant of the One True God!

That which thou hadst written was carefully perused. I beseech
God that ye may all be safe and secure beneath the shadow
of His protection, that ye may always be aware of His remem-
brance, may supplicate, implore and beseech Him so that your
peace of soul and tranquillity of conscience might be attained.
For this is impossible without the remembrance of God at all
times and in all conditions.

It is this recollection and remembrance which brings reassur-
ance to one’s soul; it is this trust and reliance which dilate the
breast. Supplication causes one to draw nigh unto the precincts
of His divinity and to beseech the help of God illumines one’s
spirit. My hope is that ye will always be revived and refreshed
by holy fragrances such as these.
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AB05621

To: Siyyid Ali Yazdi Husband of Hubbiyyih, in Alexandria

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Though there is no
opportunity for writing and speaking, and though the friends
were inside for some time and witnessed with their own eyes
that most nights fever would overtake me and during the day
my body would burn, despite this ‘Abdu’l-Baha did not rest
for a moment and was occupied with serving the friends of God
and devoted to servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

Nevertheless, I am always happy remembering you...
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To: Muhammad Hasan, in Ardakan

O thou who hast turned to the Center of the Covenant! At
present Aqa Muhammad-‘Ali is here and requests an expression
of love, and this servant is completely filled with love for the
friends. However, he is not content with this alone, saying
that the mark of the pen is also a ray of that Sun of love,
and the brilliant orb must shine and gleam, and the cloud of
universal bounty must shower and bestow. In any case, he
has prevailed and we too have taken up the pen to write: O
faithful friend, be vigilant, be vigilant, and make the friends
and loved ones vigilant and aware, for the leaves of doubts
are spread abroad like locusts, and their odor in all regions
is like unto the stench of carrion, causing a hundred thousand
diseases. Now the venomous serpents too are in motion. Grasp
firmly the hem of the Covenant and resist with the antidote of
firmness and steadfastness.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey to the believing woman, spouse and children the Most
Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings.
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ABO05787

To: Mirza Masum (Ardabil), in Ardibil

- O you who adorns the brocade of divine knowledge! Jinab-i-
Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah mentioned that soul attracted to God in
his letter. From the mention of the name of that one enkindled
with the fire of the love of God, a sweet fragrance reached
the nostrils of the yearning ones. Therefore heart and tongue
became engaged in your remembrance.

> O you who gazes upon the Kingdom of holiness! Beseech and
implore the Most Great Bounty of the Ancient Beauty, may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His chosen ones, that you may adorn the
book of existence and the unfurled tablet of the visible world
with divine inscriptions and heavenly designs, so that through
these brilliant traces the preface of contingent being and the
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worlds of existence may become the envy of the gardens of
Paradise and object of jealousy of heaven and the rose garden.

And in truth this craft of yours is a great sign of the Merci-
ful Lord, for it renders service to the holy Tablets and divine
Scriptures. Blessed art thou, again blessed art thou, and upon
thee be glory.
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AB05965

To: Mulla Ali, in Baghdad

O thou who addressed me by the name of Abdul-Baha in your
letter. O how excellent is this shining phenomenon and well-
expressed and eloquent title endorsed on the back of your let-
ter? How sweet is its meaning and how pleasant is the savor of
its content to my taste. It is like a sea of pure honey and a well-
spring of the streams of heaven. It is a source of everlasting
life in the highest paradise.

Well-done, well-done! Bravo, bravo to you Ali! Glad-tidings
to you and to me o ye my friend! How wonderful it is to be
called by this title and how excellent an announcer you will be
in the Day of Resurrection. May God abundantly reward you,
manifold your blessing, illumine your brows; shine your eyes;
enlighten your heart; refresh your soul; glorify your victory;
perfume your nostrils; exalt your station. By your life, I have
become immersed in the sea of your love; I am confined in your
amity and I am captive of your address. I ask God to grant
you abundant reward and recompense.
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AB05812

To: Ali brother of Yusuf, in Baku

O thou who art guided by the Greater Light of Guidance!
Blessed art thou for having turned from the north of self and
passion to the right hand of spirit and guidance, and hastened
from the desert of ignorance to the shore of the sea of knowl-
edge, and cast thyself from the west of nothingness to the east
of the Sun of true existence, and recognized thy Lord, and
raised high the banner of knowledge, and cast aside the veil,
and rent thy collar in the love of the All-Merciful, and made
thyself renowned throughout all regions, and galloped in the
arena of divine knowledge, and played the game of love with the
true Beloved, and closed thine eyes to the world, and learned
the mystery of the manifestation and emergence of God’s Most
Great Sign, and kindled thy face with the fire of the love of
God, and through the heat of God’s kindled Fire burned away
the veils of all creation.

Well is it with thee, again well is it with thee, for this feast
that hath descended from the heaven of God’s bounty. And
upon thee be Glory.
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AB05926

To: Aziz Bala, in Baku

O honored friend! When the gaze of favor from the Divine
Unity falls upon someone, every affliction becomes a gift. Con-
sider how when Joseph’s cruel brothers burned with the fire
of envy, they cast him into a deep well and sold him for a
paltry price of a few dirhams. But the divine gaze of favor
brought him out from the depths of the well and raised him to
the heights of the moon. He became the beloved of spiritual
Egypt and prince of the divine realm.

In brief, when the gaze of favor encompasses someone, every de-
ficiency becomes perfect, every loss becomes gain, every hard-
ship becomes a mercy, every retribution becomes a blessing.
Give praise to the Unity of God that you are the object of the
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gaze of favor and encompassed by the kindnesses of the Lord
of Glory.

In this arena you are honored, and in this gathering you are
known among the discerning friends. Turn your face to the
Ancient Beauty and open your tongue in thanksgiving, so that
you may become the manifestation of “If ye give thanks, I will
give you more.”

And glory be upon the people of Glory.
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AB05824

To: Mulla Sadiq, in Baku

O thou who speaketh in praise of the Glory of the All-Glorious!

Adorn thy tongue with praise of the All-Bountiful Lord, for
thou hast come into being in this glorious age and received a
portion and share of this mighty bounty. In this divine spring-
time thou hast become verdant and flourishing through the
outpourings of the rain of the All-Merciful, been blessed by
the waves of the Most Great Sea, drawn illumination from the
rays of the Sun of Truth, and found rest in the shade of the
Divine Lote-Tree.

I swear by the Most Glorious Beauty, Who hath dawned and
appeared from the horizon of sanctity, that if the loved ones of
God were to become aware of the hidden bounties of God be-
stowed upon them, they would soar like the birds in the heaven
of oneness, and would blaze like the fire of the tree of the love
of God, would shine forth like candles and be consumed like
moths. Blessed are they, then blessed are they, and excellent
is their final abode.

Movement with perfect wisdom and dignity is essential. And
glory be upon thee.
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ABO05681

To: Baha’is of Birjand

O true friends! The cup of the Covenant is overflowing with
the wine of the Testament, and the morn of bounty is dawning
and manifest from the horizon of possibility. The lamp of guid-
ance is alight, and the Beauty of the assembly is Joseph of the
flowered garment. Given these infinite bounties, pure hearts
must ignite with another flame and create another passion in
the mind. This goblet bestows another intoxication, and this
melody brings another joy.

O friends! The call of the Concourse on High is extended
- how long until the voices of glorification and sanctification
from the people of this world reach the Kingdom of existence?
Such passion and fervor of love, such tumult of attraction, such
jubilation of melody and song, that the atoms of all things
begin to dance with delight and the reality of beings becomes
stirred into motion.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05766

To: Mirza Yaqut, in Bukhara

O Mirza Yaqut of Bukhara, upon him be the Glory of God! O
pure gem of the mine of His Holiness Abraham!

Your letter reached this station of poverty and evanescence,
and its contents, like the breeze from the gardens of the highest
paradise, brought spirit and fragrance, for it was written with
pure intention, sincere love and complete attention. Such a
state is surely among the signs of heavenly bestowals. Ask
God that with a detached heart and discerning eye, you may
day by day increase in this service of yours until you become
a unique servant at the Sacred Threshold.

Regarding Mr. Baruch, you wrote that praise be to God, he
has become intoxicated with the cup of guidance, illumined
by the light of the greatest bounty, hastened to the shade of
the Tree of Life, and found the fruit of eternal life. Blessed is
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ABO05803

he and excellent is his end! However, presence at the Blessed
Shrine in these days presents many obstacles. On behalf of
both him and you, I turn toward the Sacred Dust and perform
the visitation.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05803

To: Aga Mirza Hasan (Ishqabad) Sadiquf, in Bukhara

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! It is Naw-
Ruz and the Iranians are engaged in festivity and celebration,
while to these wanderers news arrives each moment from the
field of tests. Some say that this land will be thrown into
turmoil, others maintain that these wanderers will be driven
into the endless desert, some suppose that they will be utterly
destroyed, and certain souls believe that this storm will sub-
side and this dust will settle and security and safety will be
attained.

However, we think of none of these things and praise be to God,
we are free from all such thoughts. We know nothing except the
face of the Beloved and seek nothing but that musk-diffusing
lock. We have forgotten time and place and await the voice
and whispers of the invisible herald. Whatever God wishes
will come to pass, and besides God they have no part in the
matter.

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO05805

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr

O thou who art enamored of the Covenant! The Blessed Beauty
hath promised this servant that souls would be raised up who
would be the very embodiments of guidance, and banners of
the Concourse on high, torches of God’s oneness, and stars
of His pure truth, shining in the heavens where God reigneth
alone. They would give sight to the blind, and would make
the deaf to hear; they would raise the dead to life. They would
confront all the peoples of the earth, pleading their Cause with
proofs of the Lord of the seven spheres.

It is my hope that in His bounty He will soon raise up these
souls, that His Cause may be exalted. The lodestone which
will attract this grace is staunchness in the Covenant. Render
thou thanks unto God that thou art firmest of the firm.

O my God, aid Thou Thy servant to raise up the Word, and to
refute what is vain and false, to establish the truth, to spread
the sacred verses abroad, reveal the splendors, and make the
morning’s light to dawn in the hearts of the righteous.

Thou art verily the Generous, the Forgiving.
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AB05850

To: Bibi Rawhani, in Bushruyyih

O spiritual attracted leaf! Like the nightingale of the garden of
the Supreme Kingdom, open your tongue in praise of the Most
Glorious Beauty and chant the verses of unity. Like the dove
of the garden of faithfulness, begin melody and song and trill
upon the branch of detachment. It is time for celestial music
and the moment for the song of servitude at the Holy Threshold
of His Holiness the Most Glorious. Why are you silent and
quiet? Raise a cry, lift up your voice, sing melodies, strike
the strings, raise high the song of praise to the Ancient Beauty
and cry out in servitude to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Quicken souls, make
hearts fresh and verdant, brighten the eyes of the steadfast
ones, make the souls of the Covenant-breakers a furnace of
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To: Abdu’l-Baha nephew of Muhammad Husayn, in Bushruyyih

O servant of the threshold of the Divine Mercy! That which  of é;;\ o2 sl & o o8 55 fos (o
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AB11738

AB05740

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Baha, in Bushruyyih

O Abdul-Baha! They say that humans are by nature averse
to having partners and co-participants in important matters.
As clear proof of this claim they cite the example of a nursing
infant who, while drinking milk from one breast, grasps the
mother’s other breast to prevent another child from becoming
a partner and participant. But what is strange is that this
nameless one desires a hundred thousand crores of partners
mixed together in this name, so that waves of partners in this
name and fame, title and trace, like waves would encompass
East and West, and this crown like a lamp would shine on the
heads of all who are on earth like a brilliant sun.

Convey the Most Glorious Abha greeting to all relatives and
connections. Upon them, men and women, be glory and praise
from the Lord of the highest heavens.
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AB11738

To: Khalil Rahmani Faransi

O Khalilullah Shahi! True sovereignty lies in servitude at the
Sacred Threshold, and kingship in patience and endurance of
hardships, calamities and tribulations. Though that sanctified
soul has winged his flight to the horizon of glory, praise be to
God, he has left you as his worthy successor. Therefore you
must arise to serve at the Most Great Threshold with complete
submission and contentment, and utmost joy and fragrance.

Strive with heart and soul to kindle a fire in Faran through the
love of God and warm the gathering of the friends. Do not be
depressed or distressed by this calamity, and do not be hurt,
saddened or grief-stricken. This separation is temporary and
this parting is in this transient world. That spiritual union and
eternal nearness and everlasting companionship is permanent -
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there is never any lessening or separation. So why should you
be sorrowful and heavy-hearted?

And glory be upon every patient and wise one.
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ABO05930

To: Aga Abdu’llah son-in-law of Mashhadi Ibrahim Najjar, in Ganjih

O thou old friend! The love of the people of divine guidance
is ancient and mighty and perpetual in the spiritual world. Its
evidences are manifest, its proofs evident and its testimonies
present. Those with understanding hearts know this and the
people of truth recognise it.

> Gracious God! Whereas thou canst see that when an Easterner

meets a Westerner this immediately resulteth in fellowship, two
intimate brothers from the same parents avoid and detest each
other. What does this indicate to? Is it not a proof for the
unity of souls and spiritual fellowship? Otherwise, could this
be ever possible?

We ask forgiveness of God! By this is meant that besides this
physical world the Easterner and the Westerner have been on
good terms in the spiritual realm, and when they came from
the world of the spirits to the physical world(?), fellowship
becometh apparent again. But because there was no spiritual
fellowship between the two brothers, they escape from each
other in the physical world.

4 Salutation and praise rest upon thee.
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ABO05679

To: Baha’is of Ghukchai, in Gokcha (Lake Sevan)

O friends of God! “Chay” in Persian means tea, and in Turkish
means a great river or mighty stream. Both meanings are
fitting and agreeable and wondrous, indicating that the cups
of perpetual love of God will circulate like teacups in Gokchay,
or that the river of the Kingdom and the stream of the Realm
of Might - Gokchay meaning heavenly stream - will flow and
surge like a divine flood in that region.

God willing, those who drink oceans will be content with this
stream, and perhaps they will even quench the oceans with
this stream. For what river is mightier than the river of divine
forgiveness, and what tea is more fragrant, more ruby-colored,
and sweeter than the cup of love for the Most Glorious Beauty?
And which stream has a stronger current, flows more swiftly,
and brings more grace and blessing than the river of the knowl-
edge of God?

I seek God’s forgiveness for this. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB05587

To: Haji Muhammad, in Hamadan

O Lord! O Creator! We are sinners and You are the Forgiver,
we are guilty and You are the Magnanimous One. Though our
transgressions are like a boundless ocean, Your pardon and
forgiveness are greater still.

When the light of Your forgiveness shines forth, the darkness
of transgression, however dark and gloomy it may be, vanishes
into shadow. And when the purifying waters descend from
Your Kingdom, O Forgiving Lord, the filth of error, however
great it may be, disappears and misdeeds are transformed into
abundant good deeds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

¥ f‘_){st.? Lo )g.)f 6\ )gb‘)jj;‘ 6\
N IS\ SVIE frake by ,K/;/\
0l 3 i Ly Ol s o Obas
ol ) V.E.s\j

Shae OUL Wiy ciiz 5 Os
555 o b sl Sy Kb
st oy ) oS Gl ek sl O
A,Zi»mpr:lé;.ug-ﬁlbﬁ-tuj\ 395 d3b
spb ypye Sl Jy Sl 555

63


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=95

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB12415

O God! Raise this indigent servant to the lofty heights and
grant this broken servant shelter at the threshold of Your one-
ness. Though we are full of sin, grant us refuge in the shelter
of Your great mercy, for You are the Bestower, the Kind, the
Pardoner and the Forgiving One to the people of the world.

Bestow that which befits Your mercy and grant that which is
worthy of Your favor. You are the All-Merciful, You are God,
You are the All-Compassionate, You are the All-Bountiful.
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AB12415

To: Shaykh Muhsin Naimi Naini (Dabir Muaid), in Hamadan

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter arrived in Alexan-
dria at a time when I had absolutely no opportunity and was
extremely tired. Nevertheless, that eloquent writing was read.
Since it spoke of the loftiness of purpose, purity of character,
and nobility of virtue of the friends, it brought the utmost joy.
Standing with pen in hand, I am writing this brief reply on the
page facing your letter in my own handwriting.

The friends in Hamadan are truly worthy of praise and are the
manifestation of the favors of the Lord of creation. Convey my
greetings and longing to all of them on my behalf. Praise be to
God that in this tempest they are safe and secure and under
the protection of a just, perfect and kind person.

Although sorrows are filing away at heart and soul, since Iran
has been ruined by the thoughtlessness of the traditional clergy,
yet there is hope in the favors of the All-Merciful Lord that this
wound will find healing and this pain will find remedy.
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ABO05578

AB05492

To: Haj Mirza Muhammad Husayn Afnan (Haj Mirza Buzurg),

O my God! This is a fresh, verdant, green and flourishing
branch from the Tree of Thy divine oneness, graceful and beau-
tiful, adorned with the flowers of ardent devotion to the beauty
of Thy divine unity and with passionate love for Thy beloved-
ness. He is wholly turned toward Thee, reliant upon Thee,
submissive before Thee, returning from Thee unto Thee, and
supplicating to Thy most glorious Kingdom and Thy most ex-
alted Dominion.

I beseech Thee to make Thy mighty confirmations the remover
of his grief, the healing of his illness, the quenching of his
thirst, and the cooling of his burning. Make Thy great favors
the sweetness of his waters, the spirit of his deliverance, the
comfort of his life and the life of his remains.

Make him, O my God, a manifest sign of Thy love and a waving,
upraised banner of Thy knowledge, and a sharp blade of Thy
power. Make him one who speaks Thy praise in all things,
until he guides others unto Thee through his tongue, his heart
and his entire being - this Afnan whom Thou hast caused to
grow from the Tree of Thy divine unity.

Verily, Thou art the Giver, the Kind, the Merciful.

in Hong Kong
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ABO05578

To: Mirza Farajullah Khan son of Mirza Asadullah Khan, in Isfahan

O thou trusted servant of the Abha Beauty! Strive to per-
form such deeds in this mortal abode of dust that thou mayest
become a manifestation of the signs of the All-Merciful, and
the dawning-place of the effulgence of the Him who is the All-
Praised, and like unto a fruitful tree bring forth the goodly
fruits of qualities and attributes of the Luminous Beauty.

Though this world is but mere dust, and He is the Lord of
Lords; and though we are but worthless drops, yet were we to
make the slightest movement, we would come to resemble the
motion of the Most Great Ocean and its waves and its raging
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tempests. A lamp, should it shine forth with all its might, will
become like unto a sun and a sign of Him who is the light of the
world. Likewise, when we arise to serve the Holy Threshold,
we receive a portion from the attributes and qualities of the
one true God.

The Glory be upon thee and upon every steadfast and firm
one. Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to
the assured leaf, the handmaiden of God, Daji’.
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AB05748

To: Mother of Abbas Khan et al., in Isfahan

O ye who would give your lives for the Lord of Heaven!

When the morn of the Covenant of the All-Merciful broke and
the call of the Covenant reached East and West, those intoxi-
cated with the wine of the eternal covenant took up the cups of
joy and galloped in the field of the Covenant. They made those
enamored with the Beauty of the Desired One drunk with de-
light and created excitement and commotion, resurrection and
gathering in the world of heart and soul. They raised high the
banner of firmness and steadfastness and rode forth upon the
vast plain of spirit and delight, crying out: “This, verily, is
the Mighty Covenant! This, verily, is the Ancient Covenant!
This, verily, is the Powerful Outpouring! This, verily, is the
Manifest Light! This, verily, is the Strong Cord! This, verily,
is the Straight Path!”

But the capricious ones, like children, each fell into some desire
and engaged in childish games. Blessed are they that remain
firm!
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ABO05675

To: Prince Muhammad Rida Muqarrab, in Isfahan

O true friend! Your letter arrived and we were extremely de-
lighted by the effort you made regarding the honored Afnan.
And in accordance with the recommendation you had made
about Monsieur the School Principal, we met with him and
showed the utmost kindness. The person in question is noble,
gentle and mild-mannered. I beseech God that he may be con-
firmed by the merciful spirit and become intimate and close
with a divine soul, so that, educated by holy breaths, he may
adorn his heart and soul with heavenly bounties. He has ca-
pacity but needs a teacher to explain divine matters and open
his eyes and ears as they should be opened. Then divine gifts
will become manifest and merciful inspirations will shine forth.
At that time this person will become a precious soul and a star
of the highest heaven. We beseech God to grant him success in
this, for my Lord is indeed Generous, Merciful and Bestowing.
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ABO05519

To: Wife of Mirza Ahmad, in Isfahan

O maidservant of the Lord, thou goodly and luminous leaf! Al-
though this calamity was so grievous that a mountain of iron
would not have strength and patience to endure it, nor would
the mightiest structure be able to withstand it, yet is the wis-
dom of the All-Glorious Lord hidden and concealed. Uncouth
souls, however, are incapable of travelling and journeying in
this vast immensity, nor do they advert to the truth of the
mysteries of the One True God.

At all events, thou must make patience and fortitude thine
inner and outer raiment, and be content with the decree of
God. The gaze of His loving-kindness is turned upon thee, and
the glances of the Abha Kingdom surround thy whole being.

If thou conduct thyself with faithfulness, and, God willing,
comport thyself in such wise as to bring consolation to the
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hearts, and ensure for the children a goodly upbringing and
education, it will be a source of the greatest joy and happiness.
In the sight of the True One, faithfulness is the greatest of all
matters.
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AB12403

To: Aga Hasan son of Iman (Zanjan), in Ishqabad

My God, my God! Thou didst create a people from the essence
of Thy love and bring forth a leaf from the purity of Thy knowl-
edge. Thou didst illumine her face with the light of faith and
adorn her heart with the mysteries of certitude. Thou didst
gladden her spirit with the holy fragrances from the paradise
of heaven and expand her breast with the verses of the All-
Merciful. Thou didst clothe her with the robe of piety and
show her the Kingdom of guidance.

She was so attracted that she sacrificed the apple of her eye in
Thy path, and her heart’s beloved in Thy love, and found the
cooling of her anguish in Thy Cause, and the healing of her
ailment before Thee, and the quenching of her thirst in Thy
presence. Her feet stood firm as the immovable mountains in
Thy love and her heart was steadfast as the mighty peak in
devotion to Thee. She was enkindled with Thy fire and spoke
Thy praise until she sacrificed herself in Thy love and ascended
unto Thee with her spirit.

O Lord! Grant her shelter in Thy most glorious Kingdom
beneath the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree, and bestow upon
her the gift of meeting Thee, O Thou Who art the Lord of
earth and heaven!
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AB11913

To: Baha’is of Ishqabad

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and handmaidens of the Most Glo-
rious Beauty! Jinab-i-Amin has expressed the utmost joy and
delight at the enkindlement and attraction of the friends and
handmaidens in ‘Ishqabad, that praise be to God, the servants
of the All-Merciful are united, attracted, enkindled and mind-
ful, and likewise the spiritual leaves, the handmaidens of the
Divine Unity, are in the utmost love and remembrance and
devotion and supplication and prayer.

All are engaged in service and are accustomed to servitude at
the Sacred Threshold. They have no thought or desire except
the love of the Most Glorious Beauty (may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones), and they seek no rest or comfort
except in supplication to the Supreme Kingdom. They are
truly worthy of praise and deserving of the favors of the Lord
of Creation.

This news brings spiritual joy and gladness and causes delight
and happiness to heart and soul. May God increase your at-
traction and enkindlement and burning with the fire of the love
of God. And upon you be glory and greeting and praise.
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AB11907

To: Ghulam-Husayn Kaffash Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! The letter you wrote ad-
dressed to Jinab-i-Ismu’llah, upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory of God, was reviewed. It contained the mysteries of
devotion and signs of supplication.

Today, whoever is in utmost poverty and nothingness, and is
humble before the Divine Threshold, will witness assistance
and bounty, and attain victory and triumph. Wondrous spir-
ituality will appear and new conquests will be observed. The
face will be illumined, the heart will open, and the soul will
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find rest. This is the supreme guidance. This is the gift of the
people of Baha.

O Lord! Assist this servant to arise and awaken those who
sleep, and save the people from sins, and promote tranquility
and peace. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the All-Knowing.

You had requested permission for some friends to attain the
presence. Wait for some time. In these days wisdom does not
require it. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05791

To: Aqa Shukrullah et al., in Kashan

O ye who have turned unto God! O ye who have recognized!
O ye who are in love! Give praise to God that ye have turned
toward the Kingdom of existence and have attained recognition
of the Promised Beauty.

Ye have become agitated and distracted by that Kind Beloved
and have become enchanted and notorious throughout all
worlds. Ye have become foremost among the lovers and the
title page in the book of those attracted.

This is from the eternal bounty of His Holiness the Lord that
He guided lost ones like us to the Kaaba of the All-Merciful and
led thirsty ones like you to the Spring of Life. Every fortunate
one received a portion and share of these favors while every
hardhearted one became disappointed and deprived.

Therefore the confidants of the private chamber of mysteries
must, in gratitude for these favors, sacrifice their lives and
make the human world fragrant with the breeze of the love
of God. This is what behooveth every thankful servant and
befitteth every zealous friend.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05868

To: Baha’is of Khayrabadih

O heavenly friends! The light of the sun of the celestial realm
has fallen upon the heads and crowns of the friends, and the
life-giving fragrance of the supreme paradise has made fragrant
the minds of the longtime friends. It has brought the thousand-
year wanderers under the shade of the heavenly cypress, and
bestowed new life upon those long dead. It has given melody
to the melody-less and order to the disordered. It has made the
lowly exalted and brought the distant near. It has given sub-
stance to the insubstantial and become a guide in the shadow
of bounty for the lost.

2 Therefore one must offer praise and prayer, and turn towards
the Lord of creation, seeking the comfort of the eternal world
and adorning this world. The hope from the Lord of the visible
and invisible worlds is that those friends will come to joy and
seek fulfillment, and engage in servitude and freedom. May
your souls be happy.
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ABO05915

To: Muhammad Husayn Qaini, in Khusif

O thou who hast turned unto God! Arise with the power of
the love of God and speak in praise of God and say: O ye who
have turned unto Him!

The morn of faithfulness hath breathed, and the night of es-
trangement hath departed. The countenance of guidance hath
become radiant, while the faces of those covered with the dust
of heedlessness and desire have become darkened. The breasts
of the pure ones have been dilated by perfumed fragrances waft-
ing from the garden of the Covenant and by life-giving breezes
to the hearts of those who are in harmony.

Hasten ye to the Most Great Bounty! Hasten ye to the
Supreme Gift! Hasten ye to the bestowal whose lights shine
forth upon all regions! This is the gate of prosperity and this
is the path of success. And besides this, O people of Khusaf,
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the doors are closed, the pens are dried up, and the pages are
rolled up.

Thank God for having removed the veil by the hand of His
Most Faithful Covenant and revealed all things to the God-
fearing ones, and bestowed upon the pure ones His Most Glo-
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And upon thee be greetings and praise. =
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AB12409

To: Hasan Bazzaz Tihrani, in Kirmanshahan

He is the Most Holy, the Most Exalted JeY) Y g

O thou who hast acquired illumination from the Divine Lamp!
Those who deemed themselves guides unto the Path and means
of attainment unto the Court of the All-Glorious became cap-
tive to the wilderness of desire and passion, and wandered lost
in the desert of pride and vainglory. Each became a mighty
Pharaoh and a severely arrogant Nimrod. They were wholly
deprived of the favors of the Day of Resurrection and were
rendered hopeless of the gifts of the All-Forgiving Lord. Thou,
who wert neither a claimant to guidance nor numbered among
those who sought direction, give thanks to the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting, that thou didst find thy way to the Fountain
of Life, didst reach the ultimate destination of the Beloved,
didst find thy dwelling in the lane of the Friend, and didst be-
come enthralled and distracted by that Moon-like countenance.
Thou didst inhale the musk-laden fragrance and didst turn thy
heart entirely toward Him. Give thanks to the Ever-Living,
the Self-Subsisting Lord that thou wert singled out for such a
gift and bounty. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB05583

To: Mirza Mahmud (Kirmanshah), in Kirmanshahan

O servant of the Covenant! Praise be to God, thou hast drawn
a copious draught from the praiseworthy Station and hast be-
come the object of the outpourings of that manifest and wit-
nessed Beauty. Thou hast been delivered from the people of
the Pit, and hast sought refuge in the mighty stronghold of
that Beloved, the Almighty, the Loving.

Know thou with clear and manifest certitude that thou hast
been preserved and protected from the shafts of idle fancies,
and hast made thine abode and refuge beneath the shelter of
the Living, the Self-Subsisting. Thou hast received the breeze
of bounty from the quarter of His loving-kindness, and hast
obtained thy portion of mercy from the hands of His tender
compassion. The glance of His bestowal embraceth thee, and
the outpouring of His favors is complete.

The Friend, the heart’s delight, is kind and loving, and the
grace of the realms on high poureth forth like the vernal show-
ers of Naysan. At every moment render thanks unto the An-
cient Beauty, that thou hast been singled out for such boun-
ties and made the recipient of such a gift. Ere long shalt thou
behold how this jewel of the love of God shall shine as a re-
splendent and gleaming pearl. Eyes shall be dazzled, and gazes
shall stand amazed. Upon thee be Baha.
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AB05545

To: Baha’is of Kulahdarrih, in Kulah Darrih

O servants of the Blessed Beauty! On the Day of Manifesta-
tion you acquired illumination from the lights of Mount Sinai
and witnessed a gleam of radiance. You are among the holy
generation who became the manifestation of divine outpour-
ings on the day the heavenly lights shone forth. You tore off
the tattered garment and put on a new robe. You passed be-
yond the bitter salt and drank from the sweet Euphrates. You
turned away from the wine of delusion and became intoxicated
with the choice sealed wine. You took the cup of salvation
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from the hand of the Cup-bearer of the Covenant and became
inebriated with supreme joy, delight and longing upon behold-
ing the lights of the Daystar of the horizons. Now is the time
to sacrifice our souls, spirits, hearts, consciousness, peace, com-
fort, homes and families - all - in love for that Peerless Beloved.
We shall desire none but Him, seek none but Him, and pursue
nothing but His good-pleasure.

And upon you be glory.
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ABO05534

To: Darvish (Kulahdarrih), in Kulah Darrih

O Aqa Darvish! The Beauty of the All-Glorious - may my
spirit and essence be sacrificed for His loved ones - says at the
end of a famous ghazal:

O dervish, the world has burned from this soul-consuming
flame

Divine One! It is time to revive it through this plaintive cry

After the passing of your child and the death of your dear one,
do not be sorrowful and grief-stricken. Those two birds of the
nest of immortality have taken flight to the highest realm on
high and have become intimate companions in the rose-garden
of the Abha Kingdom, engaged in praise and glorification, occu-
pied with divine laudations and attributes. This is the station
of contentment with God’s decree and of praise and supplica-
tion to the Peerless Beloved, Who has blessed them with such
a great bounty in the shelter of the Luminary of Effulgence, in
the presence of the Most Great Mercy. Console their mother,
that assured leaf, saying “Grieve not - those two trust are pre-
served and protected in the hand of the True Ordainer in the
Abha Kingdom.”
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ABO05759

To: Harriet M Cline, in Los Angeles

O dear maidservant of God! Your letter arrived and it indi-
cated that you are spending your days in remembrance of the
Blessed Beauty and are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament.

Today the attractive force in the world of existence is attach-
ment to the Center of the Covenant, and the utmost adherence
to the sure handle, for firmness in the Covenant is the cause of
the exaltation of the Word of God and the influence of one’s
utterance. Any statement that is not in accordance with the
Covenant has absolutely no effect.

Therefore, whoever calls to the divine Covenant will surely be
assisted, as has been proven a thousand times. And whoever
shows the slightest wavering in the Covenant and Testament
will immediately fall, becoming frustrated and disappointed
even in this mortal world.

Therefore, as much as you can, call to the Covenant and make
souls firm and steadfast. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory!

SW__v044#05 p.088, SW_ v06#12 p.094

ABO05717

To: Edward T Hall, in Manchester

O honourable person!

A thousand times thanks be unto God that thou art athirst for
the sea of Reality and seeketh for the secrets of the Kingdom
of God.

This thirst will take thee to the spring of the Water of Life,
and this search will guide thee to the Sun of Reality. Increase
day by day thy thirst, so that the Grace of God be continuous,
and the Breath of the Holy Spirit may reach thee continually
and the Eternal Life be granted. Increase also thine efforts,
and day by day settle more in the Kingdom, and be nearer to
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God, till Love may surge within thee every minute, and may
take thee to whatever is the desire of the near ones.

Unto thee be Baha El1 Abha

TDD.008

ABO05883

To: Baha’is of Mashhad

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The universe is in endless progress,
and the world of contingent beings is the dawning-place of the
lights of the All-Merciful’s bounty. All created things are like
the farmland of the Lord of Clear Signs. The Farmer of Divine
Providence has scattered the seeds of reality in the field of
existence and watered them with eternal bounty. The Sun of
the spiritual world has shone forth so that the hidden mysteries
and protected gifts that lie within the reality of all things may
become manifest and visible, and this mighty bounty may be
realized in the realm of being, and these divine bestowals may
be revealed, and creation may yield wondrous results, and the
tree of contingent being may bring forth new fruit.

Therefore, O divine friends, weep and lament night and day,
and supplicate with restless yearning, so that whatever adorns
the world of creation may be unveiled, and the divine perfec-
tions which are the eternal life of the human world may shine
like a candle within the glass of hearts.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12417

To: Naraqi, Nimatullah son of Aqa Muhammad Javad Naraqi, in Mashhad

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and its contents were understood. Immediately upon the As-
cension of thy respected father, a detailed prayer seeking for-
giveness was written and sent, and now too thy request is ac-
cepted, for thou art a memento of that noble soul. At the time
of prayer, supplications and entreaties shall be offered. Be
thou assured that ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is kind, and I beseech
God that thou mayest walk and move in the footsteps of thy
respected father, and like the birds of the meadow, be occu-
pied day and night in the mention of the Lord of bestowals.
Convey my greetings to the honored handmaiden, thy wife. It
is hoped that she may become the cause of intense attraction
in the hearts of the handmaidens of the Glorious Lord. I be-
seech God that thou mayest truly be a faithful servant to thy
honored uncle and spirit-nurturing brother. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB05539

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujeki, in Mazandaran

O remnant of that soul who ascended unto God! What you
had written to Aqa Siyyid Taqi was just now read through
Mirza Ali. From its sweet meanings, foundations and contents,
mouths became sweet and palates became as honeycomb, for
it spoke in praise of the Ancient Beauty and firmness in the
love of the Greatest Name, may my spirit be sacrificed for His
loved ones.

In any case, whatever your heart’s desire and the yearning of
your soul and conscience may be, carry it out. I seek your joy
and your spiritual delight. You are permitted and accepted
and praiseworthy and commended. Whatever brings you joy
and contentment, carry that out.
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The purpose was for you to be in that land to encourage firm-
ness and steadfastness in the Covenant, and afterwards to be-
come honored with pilgrimage. Now all the luminous leaves
await your presence.
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AB05538

To: Aga Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Mazandaran

O seeing one, O Bassar, O possessor of penetrating vision!

Praise be to God that you have had the veil lifted and opened
your penetrating vision, that you have gazed upon the Most
Glorious Scene and turned toward the Sacred Threshold, that
you have opened your eyes to the Abha Kingdom and bright-
ened your sight toward the Supreme Horizon.

Though outwardly blind, His Holiness Isaac was in truth seeing.
Though His Holiness Jacob’s “eyes turned white with grief,” yet
with the touch of Joseph’s garment “his sight returned.”

Therefore, O Jacob of longing, be not grieved by the hardships
of separation. You shall behold the beauty of the Joseph of
Baha in the Supreme Kingdom, and find shelter in the mighty
gathering of God’s Egypt.

Open your tongue in praise of the Ancient Beauty and the
Most Great Name, and compose odes and tributes in praise
of His Sacred Threshold, that this servant may read them and
find spirit and fragrance therein.

And the Glory be upon you.
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ABO05570

To: Abbas-Ali Miyanduabi

O servant of the one true God! Ponder upon the calamities
of Jesus, son of Mary, the suffering of the Prince of Martyrs
(Husayn), the martyrdom of John, son of Zacharias, the or-
deals of the Commander of the Faithful (‘Ali), the captivity
of Moses, the lamentation of Noah, the fire of Abraham, the
anguish of Jacob, and the trials of Job. Without a doubt every
difficulty will be solved. These afflictions are a blessing which
hath appeared in the garment of wrath, a gift which hath come
in the raiment of adversity, and immortality which hath shone
forth from the horizon of extinction!

In all the worlds, who is the victor? Yazid or the noble ‘Ali, the
Jews or the promised Christ, the powerful Herod or John the
chaste, the prophet Noah or the foolish people, the illustrious
Abraham or the despised Nimrod, and so forth.

The day is approaching when thou shalt behold the light of
God illuminating the whole world, from east and west, north
and south, in Asia and Europe, in Africa and America. “On
that day, the faithful shall rejoice.”
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AB05642

To: Baha’is of Miyanduab

O oppressed party of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting!
From the realm of the Kingdom He gazeth with the glances of
His eye of loving-kindness upon His friends, and the lights of
His demonstrative grace shine forth manifestly in the horizons
and in the souls.

You who are His manifest signs in creation - take your portion
from His evident testimonies, and receive your share from the
Ancient Grace of His Most Great Name.

I swear by the light of that luminous Beauty’s countenance and
His merciful nature which hath perfumed and sweetened the
horizons - today, were the loved ones of God to become aware of
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the illimitable divine favors concealed within themselves, they
would be astonished and bewildered. For what a bounty this
is, what a gift, what a grace, and what a bestowal! Glory be
unto God above what they describe!

Therefore, O ye who are intoxicated with the wine of the divine
covenant, know ye the value of this bounty and special favor,
and be moved to joy and delight.
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AB05863

To: Baha’is of Miyanduab

O friends, due to lack of time I write briefly. I am eagerly de-
voted to Jinab Aga Hasan ibn Aqa Husaynquli, and I love
Jinab Ustad Akbar Masihi with utmost faithfulness. 1 re-
member Jinab Abbas-Ali and Jinab Salman and Jinab Ustad
Muhammad-Ali Jula with complete yearning, and I will not
fall short in faithfulness to anyone in the path of Baha.

I hope that the light of truth will shine and the light of the
Kingdom will illumine heart and soul. I send respectful greet-
ings to Jinab Aqa Rajab-Ali. T am devoted with heart and
soul to Jinab Karbila’i Rustam. I hope that Jinab Murtada
Ali Khan will be assisted in that which pleases the Blessed
Beauty and will carry out the divine texts. I send greetings to
the handmaiden of God, the wife of Karbila’i Rustam. I coun-
sel Jinab Aga Bik with divine counsels and merciful kindness
and glorious favors.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05938

AB12389

To: Haji Muhammad Bagir from Najafabad

O aged youth! Although outwardly old age may assault the
body and weakness prevail, yet if the heart becomes alive,
youth will appear and the springtime of life will manifest it-
self. Strength and vigor will be attained, the eye will become
bright, the heart will become joyous and a flower garden, ex-
istence will become fresh and tender, natural warmth will stir
into motion, the spirit will receive glad-tidings, the counte-
nance will seek grace, the power of divine confirmation will
arrive and the might of success will become manifest.

Therefore, O divine youth, seek freshness and radiance, and
strive in the attraction and enthusiasm of the friends, and be
stirred by the rapture and wonderment of the loved ones.

His honor the Trustee (Amin) has praised you and the friends
of that land to the utmost degree. We hope that soon its bril-
liant effects will become manifest and evident and a complete
enkindlement will appear in that blessed village.
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To: Nayrizi, Mulla Muhammad Shafi son of Mulla Ali Nagi

Upon thee be the Glory of God and His praise, and His mercy,
and His favor!

O thou who hast believed in God, gained certitude in His signs,
testified to the truth of His words, were consumed by the fire
of His love, radiated with the light of His Oneness, and were
illumined by the Sun of His Mercy. I testify that thou hast
believed in the Essence of the Desired One, were set ablaze
by the fire lit in the tree of existence, reached the station of
elucidation and inspiration, soared on the wings of the Unity
of God to the zenith of existence and gained sustenance from
the Most Praised Station, the Nearness to God. Thou hast

By y 5wy 5 Sl 5 Al el S

AJL‘KIOMJ@LL‘J,@‘JMLJ\JL'
g) 4~~*°‘))~ slazal w2l Gl
caal Sl 4t wiley o e L]
B G 30 UL sl 5 paill st
5 oxtll 5 2B plie ) oy 5 5 )
syl 3903 el ) o ) iy S o
Pl Cads 5 55t (-L'il\ o sl
oty SV o 3 Sl SV
Spz O B ol ST 5 Sls e U

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 81


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/the_kingdom_of_existence.pdf
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Malakut-i-Vujud.pdf

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO05581

served The Cause of Thy Lord, struggled in the pathway of The
Beloved and were guided to the Fashioner, who created thee
and gave thee distinction. I implore God to give thee residence
in the abode of His Mercy, to admit thee to the Paradise of His
Reunion, to give thee to drink from the Cup of His Bestowal,
to allow thee to enter into the shade of the Sadrat’ul-Muntaha
and make thee like unto a lamp shining in the Mansions of the
Abha Kingdom. God hath confirmed thee by His bounty and
this is indeed through His grace and His generosity, which he
bestows upon whomsoever He will.
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ABO05581

To: Siyyid Muhammad (Brother of Mihdi Yazdi), in Nayriz

O faithful servant of God! You have hastened onto the arena of
existence in an age that is the age of the Ancient Beauty, and
you have stepped into the cradle of manifestation in a century
that is the century of the Most Great Name, may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones. Pure and holy is the Lord Who
blessed these lowly servants with beholding such a manifest
light.

2 Therefore, night and day we must give thanks for these boun-
ties and sacrifice our lives in the path of the Ancient Beauty,
may my spirit be sacrificed for His threshold. We must strive
to exalt His Word, endeavor to spread His verses, become vo-
cal in establishing His evidences, reason with His mighty proof,
speak of His generous nature, be prostrate, be humble and sub-
missive, be bowing down, that perchance we may succeed in
offering thanks for the least of His favors.

Therefore, open your tongue in teaching and spread the divine
fragrances.
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AB05512

To: Baha’is of Paris

O loved ones of ‘Abduil-Baha! sl L;l:;-\ &!

> Praise be to God! The fragrances of holiness are spread abroad.
The pearls of bounty are scattered everywhere. The light of
guidance is resplendent. The morning-star of the Concourse
on High ascendeth. The cloud of mercy raineth down. The
sun of bestowal blazeth and dazzleth. The wind of providence
bloweth, and the fragrances of the Abha Paradise nourish souls
in the North and South. The East is illumined, and the West
scented with roses. The world is perfumed with musk. Blessed
is he who hath illumined his eyes by beholding these splendours
and whose soul hath become a garden through inhaling this
musk-scented breeze.

3 O loved ones of God! Now is the time to be drunk with the cup
of the Covenant. Rend your garments in love for the beauty
of the All-Merciful. In the banquet of the Covenant seize ye
the chalice of divine knowledge. Drunk and yearning, raise up
a song of the purity and sanctity of the Living, the Almighty
God, till East and West are bewitched, and North and South
set ablaze.

BRL ATE#040

o LB 5 ol 2e B Sl i )
Jeol S LS8, el oY s o5 A
Corgn QBT 5 g 55 oy ) bl
5 S 53 e (w* Obb 5 oizs s
G e s I s o oo o
ufwd%@\%g}@\);
oo ol O tealik e & 1y (gesk
O S ) ol plezial plie 5 s 8

%35 2K

&;,.Mﬂafwh,;)é\d;\d\ 3
J-&)%f)dhéé.dtzfjv\ﬁfdhf
&M}—gf@—\gdb‘/&f\,ﬂdg(}):
w1y B a5 ks Koal alilza
Cgor 3335 Sl O f 5 G LS

;T;B\,i,é\;lc,;,:&mdw,

MMK2#094 p.072

ABO05887

To: May Maxwell, in Paris

O thou maidservant who art attracted to the Kingdom of God
and art announcing the glad tidings of the Beauty of the coun-
tenance of Baha in those regions!

2 Verily, I address to thee from this blessed Spot this message,
through which thy soul will be gladdened, thine eye brightened,
and thy heart rejoiced: Blessed art thou, O maidservant of God,
for arising to proclaim the Word of God. Joy be unto thee, O
thou brilliant leaf, for serving in the vineyard of God. Glad
tidings be unto thee, O thou well-assured and believing soul,
for diffusing the Fragrances of God!
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FErelong will thy Lord enable thee to attain such a state of
bliss as will be the envy of the queens of the world throughout
the ages, inasmuch as the love of God is a glorious crown upon
thy head, the brilliant jewels of which shall shine forth upon all
lands. Its lustre, radiance and effulgence shall appear in future
centuries when the signs of God will be spread abroad and the
Word of God will encompass the hearts of all the peoples of
the earth.
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AB05684

To: Baha’is of Poona

O dear friends! This yearning one hopes that Poona will be-
come a nest and shelter for the birds of the meadow, and will
grow roses and tulips. May the heart-attracting fragrance of
the Kind Beloved spread from that clime and region, and may
the pearls of the knowledge of God be scattered. May the
good-natured sovereign become a luminous star and become a
loving friend to friend and stranger alike.

2 Everyone who reached his guesthouse and came here and met
him opened their tongue in praise, saying that that cultured
soul has a sweet melody and an attractive manner with both
friend and stranger, showing kindness to everyone and render-
ing service. From this testimony of stranger and kin I become
happy and delighted.

O friends! Strive so that you may see how Poona becomes a
supreme paradise and the manifest light-giving Faith becomes
the adornment of that land. May your souls be happy!
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AB05852

To: Khusraw Parsi, in Poona

O Persian friend! We have heard that you have given the youth
new adornments and implemented current customs and prac-
tices. We hope that those saplings of the garden of love will
don new robes from the Kingdom of the All-Merciful and be
adorned with delicate ornaments from the celestial realm. Hav-
ing girded their loins for service, may they wear the cincture of
divine bounty, that it may cause growth and prosperity, and
bestow gift and success.

As much as you can, train the youth through divine education
and quicken them with the breath of the All-Merciful. If you
succeed in this, they will become laughing hundred-petaled
roses in the divine rose garden, swaying cypresses by the divine
stream, growing and flourishing in the spiritual garden, putting
forth leaves and blossoms, bearing fresh fruit, and becoming
the adornment of the highest paradise.

May your soul be happy!
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AB05625

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thou hadst complained
about the delay in sending replies. Thou art right, but thou
hast thy hand far from the fire - thou knowest not what com-
motion and tumult there is. Thou dost imagine that the occu-
pations and distractions and troubles and tribulations of this
servant had or have any parallel. No, by God! It is an ocean
in turmoil.

Consider Egypt - where there are but a few believers who, com-
pared to other regions, are as a mere drop. Yet gather together
the letters of this servant - how many volumes they make! And
this is but one occupation among my occupations....
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AB05637

To: Aqa Muhammad Husayn son of Pir-i Rawhani, in Qain

O spiritual youth! O companion of spiritual souls! What you
had written to Jenab Aqa Seyyed Taqi was noted. The gardens
of its contents contained novel meanings, and the pools of its
foundations held delicate waves.

Thank the Divine Unity that you are firm and steadfast like
an impregnable fortress upon the explicit Covenant, and like a
piercing meteor repelling every specific barker - a brilliant star
in the horizon of the love of God and a radiant meteor in the
heights of the knowledge of God.

Now, in gratitude for this great bounty and supreme favor,
arise like ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude to the Beauty of Abha,
and strive in bondage to the Sacred Threshold, so that we may
adorn the ear of consciousness with the ring of servitude at His
gate, spread wide the carpet of His bestowals, scatter the musk-
diffusing fragrance to all horizons, and propagate His heavenly
teachings.

This is the great bounty and manifest generosity. And upon
you be the glory.
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ABO05756

To: Huviyyih, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! The condition of servitude at the
threshold of the Divine Unity is discernment and distinction
- that is, one must become distinguishing between light and
darkness, guidance and error, foolishness and wisdom, and pun-
ishment and divine gift in all degrees.

For in all degrees of existence there are two aspects: one aspect
is the court of divine bestowal and the other aspect is the court
of the demons. Paradise and hell are visible in all stations.
Whatever is of the attributes of the All-Merciful is paradise
and gardens, and whatever results from deficiency is the reality
of the fires.

Therefore look at the degrees of existence - whatever you ob-
serve of the gifts of the Loving Lord, seek it with heart and soul
and run in the path of its pursuit until you become a center
of the merciful emanations and the pole of the circle of divine
guidance.

And glory be upon you.
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ABO05771

To: Ibrahim son of Nabil, in Qazvin

O thou who art turned toward the Divine Kingdom! Although
the outpourings of the Supreme Pen and the waves of the Sea of
Nun mentioned in the Qur’an have filled the worlds of the seen
and unseen, leaving no room for any other pen and no need for
the waves of any other sea of ink, yet out of love and affection
and to express the surging waves of the seas of longing and
desire of the heart, these lines flow from the pen. O thou who
art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! Night and day, I
beseech from God that such warmth may be manifested from
thy heart and soul that all creation may be moved thereby.
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“Kindle thou the fire of love and burn away all things,

Then step forth and enter the path of the lovers.”

If thou art blessed with this bounty of the King of Creation,
thou shalt be as a soul to the body of contingent being and as
the spirit of Paradise. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB05712

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar, divine kindled fire!

Praise be to God that the fragrances of the Covenant have
perfumed the horizons and the lights of the Testament of the
Ancient Beauty have brought all peoples into longing and ec-
stasy. The morning breeze is blowing and the soul-refreshing
fragrance is arriving.

The Blessed Beauty is thy support and shelter - what worry re-
maineth? And the Greatest Name is thy helper and confirmer -
what concern remaineth? Be in joy and delight night and day,
and in gladness and rapture evening and morn.

Give glad tidings of divine bounties to all the friends and in-
toxicate all the loved ones from the brimming cup of God. In
this glorious Cycle and blessed Century of the Peerless Lord,
guide them to sacrifice their lives, for we are all a sacrifice for
His countenance and devoted to His musk-scented hair, and
we shall attain to the threshold of His Kingdom.

And upon thee be Glory.
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AB05782

To: Siyyid Hashim son of Ali Naqi et al., in Qazvin

O ye who are longing for the countenance of that Kind Beloved!

Praise be to God that the city of Qazvin has become such
a banquet hall of the highest heaven that in the Festival of
Ridvan the heavenly feast descended from the celestial king-
dom. Gatherings of unity were arranged and assemblies of the
new creation were adorned. Verses were recited, prayers were
chanted, and the explanation of clear proofs, odes, praises and
divine attributes brought the people of the Kingdom into mo-
tion and made ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with heart and soul, an intimate
companion and confidant in a realm sanctified from water and
clay.

Observe how much joy and composure this grieving heart ob-
tains from the sweet fragrances of the gardens of fellowship of
the friends of God. Would that all cities would learn from the
unity, oneness, love and fellowship of the friends in Qazvin.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05522

To: Wife of Shaykh Kazim Samandar, in Qazvin

O faithful leaf, handmaiden of God, wife of Samandar, upon
her be the Most Glorious Glory of God! God is Most Glorious!

O handmaiden of God! O faithful leaf! In this mighty cen-
tury, this wondrous age, and this cycle of the Ancient Beauty
(may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones), handmaidens
shall be raised up who will tear asunder the veils of the peo-
ple of the world through the power of mighty proof, and who
will demonstrate such steadfastness and firmness that the firm
mountains will be astonished. And verily you, O faithful leaf,
cling to the hem of the robe of grandeur, hold fast to the sure
handle, be attracted by the divine fragrances, remember God
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in the evening and at dawn, turn to the Abha Kingdom and
say:

“My God, my God! You know the secret of my heart and the
reality of my inner being. I beseech You and implore at the
gate of Your oneness to make me a sign of Your unity and the
essence of Your love among Your handmaidens, the embodi-
ment of Your knowledge among the leaves, and the spirit of
attraction among the assured ones. Verily You are the Gener-
ous, the Merciful, the Bestower.”
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AB05524

To: Zahra Hakim Karim Ilahi, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! The Divine Physician of hearts and the
Healer of bodies and souls arrived at the Luminous Threshold
with perfect eagerness and joy, and his arrival became the cause
of delight to the essences of being. He rubbed his blessed face
in the dust of the Holy Threshold, making it fragrant and per-
fumed, and received spiritual bounties. The influence of this
pilgrimage will become evident and manifest in the future, for
when he returns from this rose garden, he will, God willing,
take with him the holy fragrances and the sweet scents of in-
timacy as a gift. At the Divine Threshold, he remembered all
relatives, friends, family and kindred, and made pilgrimage on
behalf of all.

O my God, my God! This is a handmaiden who has associated
herself with Him Whom Thou hast loved and Who hath loved
Thee. O Lord! Make her a sign of Thy bounty among Thy
handmaidens and a light of Thy knowledge among the assured
ones who are firm in Thy Cause. Verily, Thou art the Powerful,
the Mighty, the Generous.
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AB12411

To: Mashhadi Abdur-Rida, in Qum

O thou who art accepted at the Threshold of the Most Glori-
ous! The Concourse on High offer praise, and the Herald of the
Abha Kingdom teaches that: “O thou ancient servant of that
Manifest Light! Blessed art thou for having adopted the ways
of the exalted ones, and like the stars of the Pleiades, gathered
the friends together in an intimate gathering. Therefore take
up the cup of the Covenant and intoxicate the companions
of the feast of fellowship, that thou mayest become a sign of
guidance and a gift of the Concourse on High.”

Convey endless greetings to the handmaiden of God, Qamar
Sultan, and say: “O spiritual leaf! The divine bestowal is
a special mercy. Give thanks to God that thou hast been
singled out for this. Morning and night, supplicate with utmost
lowliness and desperation at the Court of the Self-Sufficient,
seek the divine breath, and pursue heavenly confirmations, that
thou mayest become a blazing candle and adorn the gathering
of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful.”
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AB12413

To: Naddaf, Muhammad Rida et al., in Qum

O God! O Thou Who givest life to souls, and quickeneth
bodies, and sendeth the winds! I beseech Thee to give these
two faithful servants, Muhammad-Husayn and Muhammad-
Ibrahim, to drink from the cups of forgiveness and the gob-
lets of eternal joy at the dawning of the morn of pardon and
forbearance and forgiveness upon the people of prosperity.

O Lord! These two are signs from among the signs of Thy
love and two words from the book of Thy remembrance in the
scrolls and tablets. Therefore confirm them in the Preserved
Tablet and remember them in Thy Kingdom and cause them to
hear from the birds of Thy holy garden the fragrances of Thy
Paradise. Lead them to the Kawthar of bounty and remove
for them the veil from the light of Beauty and grant them the
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vision and meeting in the Kingdom of Glory. Verily Thou art
the Forgiving, the Generous, the Bestower.
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AB05563

To: Muhammad Unis Khalifth, in Rangoon

O servant of the Glorious Beauty! Open your ears and hear
the mystery of “When thy Lord said unto the angels: ‘I am
about to place a vicegerent upon earth.”’

2 Since the Divine Reality has manifestations of brilliant signs
and traces in all worlds and stations, therefore in the world
of archetypes and spiritual realities He made human reality
the niche and glass for the light of Truth and manifested all
names and attributes upon it. And when this universal reality
appeared in the realm of existence with all its conditions and
perfections, the robe of vicegerency adorned it and became the
ornament of its symmetrical figure - most becoming indeed!

That which is above has a reflection below. Therefore since
your name is designated as Khalifih (vicegerent), you must
place a pearl from the crown of the greatest vicegerency upon
your honored brow - that is, you must receive the outpourings

of the Most Great Sea and illumination from the Sun of Reality.

And glory be upon you.
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AB05624
To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Rasht
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Gl b

That which thou hadst written was noted. The loved ones of
God must be a mercy to all mankind and loving towards all
humanity. They must associate with everyone in a spirit of joy
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and fragrance. However, from those souls who cast doubts and
seek to breach God’s impregnable fortress, who wish to uproot
the foundation of God’s religion from its base, who distort the
Book, and who break God’s Covenant and Testament - from
such souls one must absolutely keep distant and avoid, for the
foul odor of Covenant-breaking is so putrid that even if it does
not have an intense effect, it will inevitably distress the nostrils
and cause weakness, laxity and feebleness.

A few verses from the Sacred Writings regarding the violators
and Covenant-breakers are being sent. This suffices. And upon
thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05867

To: Baha’is of Shamakhi

...0 kind and generous Lord, O Illuminator of earth and
heaven! We are scattered - gather us; we are poor - we are
the destitute; we are wanderers - we are the helpless; we are
the fallen - we are the distressed; we are withered - we are the
afflicted. Grant us healing! We are sick - bestow a remedy!
We are cold - give us flame! We are faded - shed forth a
radiance! We are strangers - make us friends! We are moths -
make us devoted to the candle of faithfulness! We are thirsty
and stained with heart’s blood - lead us to the sweet spring
and give us to drink from the water of life! Create a tumult in
the city and an uproar in all regions, that hearts may become
wonderstruck by Thee and souls may be sacrificed for Thee....
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AB11741

To: Husayn Aqa from Majdul-Ashraf Family, in Shiraz

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of the All-Glorious!

> In the prime of youth and flower of young manhood thou hast
found spiritual joy and delight, and joined the company of
those possessed with divine love, becoming foremost among
those consumed with passion. With the Beloved Kind One
thou hast sought secrets and yearnings, that thou might see
where this matter leads in the end.

In this station, one either loses his life and the arrow flies
from the bowstring to reach the target of its aim, or weariness
overtakes him in this field and he becomes entangled in desires
and hopes, ultimately leading to eternal failure and everlasting
loss. There is no doubt that thou art of the first group and a
brave champion in the arena of spirit and heart.

Therefore, take up the laughing cup of mystic knowledge and
like the weeping flagon, raise a most wondrous melody in this
garden of the All-Merciful, that thou mayest become a sweet-
singing parrot, tasting sugar again and again. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB05540

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz

O sweet-singing nightingale, your eloquent and articulate
verses were observed. The melodies were wondrous and
sweet, and the verses were articulate and eloquent. Although
‘Abdu’l-Baha has absolutely no time, despite this He writes
this letter to bring joy to that spiritual friend and cause an
increase in the flow and current of spiritual talent, so that you
may compose odes in praise of the Blessed Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, and bring the Concourse
on High into a state of rapture and joy.
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2 In the realm of the Moon of Canaan, we are occupied with the
mention of the merciful friends, and in utmost lowliness and
need we beseech the favors of the Lord that the friends may
be enabled to raise from Shiraz such an exalted melody that
it may delight the ears of the people of all regions and set the
hearts of East and West in motion.

I have placed the blessed son in a school in Haifa where he is
engaged in learning languages and sciences.
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AB05601
To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
He is the Ancient Truth! f;.xl!\ TN

O you who are firm in the Covenant! His honor Afnan of the
Blessed Tree, Aqa Mirza Aqa, is departing for that region in the
utmost spirit and fragrance and firmness in the Covenant and
service to the Threshold of the All-Merciful. Upon his arrival,
the honored Afnans of the Sacred Tree and all the friends must
hasten to meet him with the utmost love and respect, and must
resort to all means of affection, and never allow any trace of
past grievances to cross their minds.

And that honored one must strive with the utmost effort to
be the means of establishing this unity, so that, God willing,
all may arise like the hosts of the Supreme Concourse to aid
the Word of God in all degrees of existence and in all con-
ditions, both hidden and manifest, through their character,
conduct, conditions, deeds and words, and become partners,
companions and faithful friends with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servi-
tude, self-effacement, lowliness and fidelity, so that the pillars
of the tabernacle of sanctification may be raised and the Most
Glorious Paradise may unveil its countenance in the utmost
freshness and grace.
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AB05599

To: Mirza Husayn Fathabadi, in Shiraz

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The sweet fragrance and & S5 (\..A 5o Sy Ol bl

delightful breeze that wafted from the gardens of the love of
God perfumed the nostrils of the friends, for this fragrance
spreads from the blossoming flower in the divine meadow and
thus bestows spirit and joy upon the friends.

Through God’s grace and bounty, it is hoped that He will
grant endless bounties to the friends and freely bestow a royal
treasure. I beseech His All-Merciful court that at every mo-
ment, with dewdrops from the ocean of favors, He may grant
freshness and grace to the gardens of hearts.

This is a bounty without equal, for while bounty and generosity
in the contingent world has limits, the gifts of the world of the
Kingdom are infinite.

Therefore say: O divine friends! Arise with utmost joy and
gladness, with attraction and delight, to thank the Forgiving
Lord for granting such a bounty which is the first gift of the
world of creation.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagqir Khan Shirazi
O thou who gazest upon the Most Glorious Kingdom! el osSds L (¢l

How can I describe my heartfelt grief over the lack of unity
among some of the friends in that blessed land? By the spirit
of the Intended One, I am infinitely distressed. We had hoped
that in these endless trials and tribulations the friends would
become a healing balm for the wounds inflicted by the oppres-
SOTS.

Now the lack of unity and oneness among the friends has
reached such a point that the arrows and spears of strangers
have completely lost their effect - whatever wounds they inflict
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have become like honey, for they gladden the spirit and their
impact is merely physical. But the lack of fellowship among
the friends with one another is a spiritual wound, and it also
causes the body to waste away from the severity of the spirit’s
distress.

I am now so sorrowful and grief-stricken that my fingers can
no longer write - my hands are trembling. Consider then how
sorrowful and heartsick I am. I cannot write more than this.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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To: Mirza Murtada Bazzaz, in Shiraz

O Mortaza! O Chosen One! Consider how His Holiness the
Light of the Two Easts, Aqa Mortaza, martyr in the path of the
Most Great, may my spirit be sacrificed for him, attained with
utmost joy and greatest gladness to the supreme martyrdom
and was confirmed therein.

Such is the station of the sincere ones, such is the mark of the
unified ones, such is the attribute of the yearning ones, and
such is the attraction of the hearts of lovers. I beseech God
that He may ordain such detachment, such attraction, and
such supreme triumph for us all.

Would that I had been with him, soaring to the highest horizon
from the mouth of a cannon exploding with flames of fire into
the vast expanse!

Convey loving greetings to Haji Muhammad Husayn, upon him
be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious. We ever remember his
endearing countenance and beseech God for help, protection,
shelter and grace on his behalf.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05909

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O exalted branch of the divine Lote-Tree! If you could know
with the eye of certainty what feelings of love surge in this
grieving heart and wounded soul for the Afnans of the Tree of
Eternity and the branches of the Lote-Tree of Sinai, by God the
True One, you would rend your garment, remove all doubt, cast
off restraint, tear away the veils, unbutton your clothes, strip
bare your body, and cry out in private and in public: “Come,
O people of the earth, to the fountain of God’s gift! Come to
the Kawthar of God’s mercy! Come to the outpouring of the
cloud of God’s grace! Come to the gardens of God’s bestowal!
Come to the flowing pools filled with the outpouring of God’s
grace! Come to the verdant groves watered by the rain of God’s
blessing!”

And I beseech God to make you a luminous torch, a shining
lamp, a pure spring, and a fruitful branch in full bloom and
leaf. And the Glory be upon you.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O exalted branch of the Blessed Tree! Your letters were
received. Their meanings expressed steadfastness in God’s
Covenant. It is hoped through the confirmation of the
Glorious Lord that you will be assisted in all places, times
and conditions to serve at the Sacred Threshold and render
service to the Cause of God and the loved ones of God. This
is the fruit of existence and the essence of purpose.

The honored Afnans of the Sacred Tree were with us for some
time and were blessed to visit the Pure Shrine. The inten-
tion was that they would be blessed with the great bounty of
circumambulation here longer, but due to your being alone,
and especially since Mirza Badi’ mentioned some slight illness,
therefore the honored ones requested to return. This servant
also, considering that perhaps loneliness would cause distress
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and depression, gave permission. God willing, they will return
with utmost joy and gladness.
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AB05908

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan, in Shiraz

O noble branch of the Divine Lote-Tree!

> His honor Aqa Siyyid Hadi arrived safely and securely, and is
resting and reposing under the shelter of the Holy Threshold,
having attained the bounty of the Lord God. It is hoped that
he will receive confirmations to serve the Cause of God.

Today the Afnans of the Divine Tree must strive with heart
and soul, and spend their nights and days in supplication and
humility, that perchance they may scatter pure seeds in this
earthly field, so that through the outpourings of the cloud of
the munificent Kingdom of the All-Bountiful, that region and
realm may become verdant and flourishing.

O Lord! Assist the Afnans of Thy divine Lote-Tree to diffuse
Thy fragrances, to spread the sweet scents of Thy breezes, to
waft the musk of Thy rapture, to cause the lights of Thy bless-
ings to shine forth, to make the stars of Thy bestowals appear,
and to bring about the conformity of the realm below with the
images of Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. Verily Thou art the
Confirmer, the Succorer, the Giver, the Generous, the Merci-
ful.
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AB05690

To: Aqa Siyyid Ali, in Tabriz

O thou whose face is radiant! Give thanks to God that thou
hast drunk from the spring of the Tasnim of divine knowledge
and tasted the choice honey of certitude. Thou art intoxicated
with the wine of awareness and holdeth in thy hand the goblets
of joy filled with the wine of delight.

In one hand the wine-cup, in the other the Beloved’s tress
A dance in the midst of this field is my heart’s desire

If thou observest with penetrating vision, thou wilt witness
that today thou art the recipient of God’s greatest gifts and art
mentioned in the most noble spot in all the world - a Threshold
that is the circling-point of the sacred realities of the unseen
and the seen, and a Presence that is the object of devotion of
the Concourse on High. Be grateful and offer praise, saying:
“O Lord! Holy and sanctified art Thou, and needless and ex-
alted. Grant this helpless servant refuge and shelter in the pro-
tection of Thy Divine Unity, and bestow upon him a dwelling
and habitation beneath the shade of Thy Loftiest Tree.” And
the glory be upon thee.
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AB05817

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn, in Tabriz

O thou who art assured by the verses of God! Thou hast been
gathered into this rose garden with a radiant face and hast
become an unfurled tablet. In the gardens of divine realities
thou hast blossomed like a flower, and in love for the Beloved
of all horizons thou hast pierced the pearl of thy heart with
the diamond of grace. Thou hast kindled the lamp of thy soul
and burned away the veils of separation. Thou hast brought
thy soul to life and made the temple of thine existence fresh
and becoming.

All these are from the favors of the Most Merciful Lord, which
are among the special gifts of this Most Great Cycle and the
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grace of the Ancient Beauty - may the spirit of all holy Mani-
festations in existence be a sacrifice for His generosity.

Therefore in gratitude for these favors and bestowals, become
detached from all else but Him and become as a flower in the
rose garden of His praise, so that thou mayest praise Him with
the tongue of existence and appear as a praiseworthy creation
in the Kingdom of witness.

If we look to our own reality, we are but dust in the path, yet
if we look to His grace, we are dawning-places of lights.
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ABO05617

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and its contents were noted in detail. Although there is hard-
ship and straitness, yet there is a melody and song that can
transform every difficulty into ease and every constraint into
boundless relief. Hardship becomes pleasure and difficulty be-
comes abundant bounty. The divine friends must consider ev-
ery trial as happiness with heart and soul, and count every
tribulation and pain as a gift, bounty and favor. How well was
it said:

“A hundred thousand living hearts are needed on this path

To sacrifice a hundred lives with every breath”

Despite this, there is hope that the means of ancient comfort
will be provided through His aid, grace and bounty. The let-
ter you had requested for the friends in Artuz, Yerevan and
Nakhchivan has been sent. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB05968

To: Siyyid Abdu’llah Miyaniji, in Tabriz

O thou whom God has enabled to exalt His Word among all
peoples!

Blessed art thou, O herald of the Most Glorious Kingdom and
guide to the light of guidance shining forth from the Sinai Tree!
By the life of God, every word that issues forth from the mouth
of the chosen ones in spreading the divine fragrances is greater
in station than all that exists upon the dusty earth.

Observe the effects of God’s bounty: He sends down blessed
water from heaven which causes the good land to bring forth
its vegetation by the leave of its Lord - a beautiful growth
consisting of the sweet basils of the knowledge of God, the

flowers of the love of God, and the roses of God’s outpourings.

Therefore thank God for having raised thee from thy resting

place and made thee a herald of His name in those regions.

This befits one such as thee. I beseech God to guide many
souls through thee.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO05773

To: Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi the martyr, in Tabriz

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the All-Merciful!

Consider the grace of the Glorious Lord, how great it is, and
His generosity, how wondrous, that this ‘Abdu’l-Baha, at this
time when the sun of heaven is setting and the assembly of
different groups is gathering, has taken up the pen and, turning
away from all, has become occupied with thoughts of thee.

O spiritual friend! I hope that through divine favors thou
mayest shine forth like a candle and burn away the veils of
all parties, and like a star in the horizon of glory thou mayest
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gleam and become a guide to every sick one and a leader on
the path for every lost and lowly one.

Kindle the fire of divine love and ignite a flame in the very
foundation of this world. Open the doors of victory and freely
give forth the spirit.

O true friend! If thou knew how precious thou art in this court,
surely thou wouldst spread thy wings and soar.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO05880

To: Fadlullah et al., in Taligan

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Asadu’llah has
greatly praised the friends in Taliqan, that they are firm in the
Covenant and Testament and attracted to the Beauty of the
Lord. Day and night they are engaged in the remembrance
of God and are gladdened and delighted by the divine glad-
tidings.

O friends! The wine of the Covenant must have the exhilara-
tion of sunrise, and the candle of the lovers must have burn-
ing and inflammation. You must show forth such enthusiasm
and yearning that you will bring the silent ones to outcry and
clamor, and guide the wine-drinkers to the tavern of oneness.
Lead the impassioned ones to the court of the Beauty of the
All-Merciful, and guide the distraught ones to the feast of re-
union.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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To: Ali Akbar brother of Ali Asghar et al., in Tihran

To be typed. INBA16:146
AB05532

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad et al., in Tihran

O ye who are afflicted in the path of the Lord! Whatever
befalls one in the path of God adorns one’s temple and being.
The greatest abasement becomes the most glorious honor, and
humiliation becomes nobility and success. Hardship becomes
the essence of mercy, and retribution becomes the substance
of blessing.

Consider what indignities were heaped upon the Prince of Mar-
tyrs (may my soul be a sacrifice unto him) and the People of
the Cloak in the plain of Taff. Those instances were the sources
of hidden favors, and that cup of tribulation was a chalice of
bounty. That poison was honey, and that abasement was the
glory of the Concourse on High. Plunder and pillage became
the cause of ascension, and murder and captivity became eter-
nal life and freedom in the realm of the All-Merciful.

Therefore, give thanks unto God that ye have been blessed
with this bounty. And upon you be Glory!
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To: Aga Mirza Sityyid Bagir Khan, in Tihran

O flame enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

> Some souls are like the tree of the lamp, the pitch pine, and
the oil tree - due to their abundance of oiliness, they burst into
flame and shine forth and diffuse light at the mere touch of
fire. These souls, by virtue of their nature, character, sanctity,
purity, delicacy and clarity possess the utmost capacity. This
is why at the mere casting of a word and the appearance of the
outpouring of the verse of guidance, they become the recipients
of the gift of the Supreme Concourse.

And some souls are like rocks and stones - they catch no ray
of light, and even if they remain in contact with fire for a
thousand years and associate with flames, they will not ignite
or become aflame.

1 Now praise be to God that you have been set ablaze by the
fire of the love of God and have burnt away the veil of vain
imaginings. In the school of divine unity, you have learned the
lesson of love from the Teacher of guidance. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB12419

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your recent letter was received
and is being answered immediately. Regarding that matter
you wrote about, accepting it would not be advisable for you.
It is just as you wrote. Furthermore, returning to Iran would
be impossible and unthinkable, and would confirm and verify
all the slanders and calumnies spread by the ill-wishers.

Besides this, you have many affairs to attend to in Tehran,
including the property dispute with Jalal. As previously writ-
ten, you must deal with this through love, kindness, fairness
and divine attributes, so that both parties become intoxicated
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with the wine of justice and fairness. ‘Abdu’l-Baha makes this
request due to his intense love for you, as he considers the
consequences and the counsels of the Blessed Beauty.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12420

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran

O memorial of that brilliant star! I am ever mindful of you and
thinking of you - you have not been forgotten for a moment
and never shall be. Be confident and at peace. Since this land
in these days is very secretly troubled due to the intrigues
and whisperings of certain souls, therefore I sent you away, for
the two Lights have been martyred and you remain as their
memorial. Your protection is essential. Rest assured that I
will summon you, but have patience until this land becomes
tranquil. Reflect on this. And the Glory be upon you.

Convey to Jinab-i-Khan, upon him be the Glory of God, the

Most Glorious, the Most Excellent and Most Glorious greetings.

We are occupied with mentioning him at the Sacred Threshold
and will never forget him. No news has reached us from him
until now except that the friends of God had written of his
arrival. And the Glory be upon you.

N2 ply ol ated B3b o4 o6k !
Sl Giabae a2 (212 5 0atl Gl p Gl 5
o 00 okl B g sl
s Ly pobwp L L& 1b ol e
Lt salasle alole JEBL L&, Wlead a2
Sl ol 188 el G )Y
L2l s e 250 Eiee 2,1 U U s
g.g-;]& &Lﬁ)\) .\:5 UL:TE'

DSl rdie Okt s a2l P o
Sl 31 st alE Gl ) 5 e
ol ) Oty &1 e s o b (g
g.galc :-LKJ\J Y oJ}é r};f oy

INBA85:474a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 106


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=540
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=476

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB05892

AB05649

To: Dabbagh, Haji Abu’l-Qasim et al., in Tihran

O family of those assured in God! Give thanks that you were
awakened by the call of Truth and became free from vain imag-
inings, that you gained illumined eyes from the light of guid-
ance and made your hearts a rose garden from the breaths of
the Most Glorious Kingdom. You entered the circle of those
wandering in the divine lane and came under the banner of
the All-Merciful. You turned your attention to the Supreme
Concourse and engaged in service to the loved ones of God.
You served the servants of Truth and showed humility in the
presence of those near to the Divine Grandeur.

2 The glances of favor encompass you and the gaze of grace falls
upon you. His honor Agqa Mirza Mahmud, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, expressed the utmost joy about
you and declared his gratitude that you bore so many of his
burdens. What station is more noble than service to the loved
ones of God, especially those whom God has distinguished with
His grace and gift.
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AB05892

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O thou who art enkindled with the love of God! What thou
hadst written was noted. It indicated thy desire to serve
and thy wish for assistance and bounty. Today divine assis-
tance and bounty encompass those souls who are occupied
with diffusing the divine fragrances. If thou seekest divine
assistance and victory and desirerest the good-pleasure of the
Abha Beauty, occupy thyself night and day with teaching the
Cause of God. Seek not a moment’s rest nor ask for comfort.
Open thy tongue and turn to the Abha Kingdom and present
proofs.

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wonderful greetings to
the maidservant of God, the mother. Convey perfect love from
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AB05942

‘Abdu’l-Baha to Aqa Muhammad Hasan. From the maidser-
vant of God related to His Highness, thou hadst previously sent
some poems but wrote no further news. If thou hast a lyric or
ode, send it so that in the gathering of the maidservants of the
All-Merciful here, she may always be mentioned. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05942

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Tihran

O son of the glorious martyr who is established upon the throne
of meeting in the Most Glorious Kingdom! The replies were
sent before and surely must have reached you by now. The
journey to the Land of Kha is appropriate, and in those regions
it is necessary and obligatory to encourage and urge everyone
to firmness and steadfastness, so that the severity of the winds
of trials and tests do not cause them to slip, for “the tests of
God are such as would shake the mighty mountains and uproot
great trees from their foundations. Yet those who are firm and
steadfast, you shall see them in great tranquility.”

You had complained about the amount of writing. You have
no idea about the condition of these fingers and eyes. If you
knew how much has been written since morning until now,
you would surely forget your own fatigue and trouble. Since
detailed letters were sent, this brief one will suffice.

3 And upon you be Glory.
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AB05640

To: Hubbullah son of Jamal Burujirdi, in Tihran

O essence of the love of God! You had complained about the
lapse in the arrival of letters and the scarcity of correspondence,
whereas numerous epistles and letters have been written and
sent to that pure embodiment of the love of God. And now
too, despite overwhelming occupations and not having even
a moment’s respite, I have undertaken to write this detailed
response. O you who are enkindled with the fire ignited in the
Sinai Tree! If you were here for but a single day and observed
how intense and tremendous are the waves of occupations and
problems and the tempest of difficulties and tribulations, you
would surely be content with a single line for the rest of your

life and consider it evidence of the utmost heart attachment.

But what can be done when you only hear news from afar?
The intention is not to wail and lament and cry out - for by
my Lord, were I to lament, all who dwell on earth and in the
heavens would weep upon hearing it - rather, the purpose is to
offer an excuse in response to the complaint. We beseech God
to cause you to grow with goodly growth and make you a sign
of guidance among the people in steadfastness and firmness in
God’s Covenant and adherence to God’s pact....
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AB05734

To: Ismat Khanum daughter of Isma’il Khan Mustufi, in Tihran

O bird of the garden of inner meanings! Loose your eloquent
tongue and with fluent speech praise and glorify the Lord of
creation, so that hearts and minds may find endless adornment
through the light of love for the Peerless Beloved and seek the
luminosity of the manifestation of the Supreme Lord.

O maidservant of God! Though you are counted among women,
in this blessed Cycle and Age of the Covenant women have
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arisen who have won the race ahead of men in the field of spir-
itual attainment. I hope that you may be among those veiled
ones who shine like the sun in the realms of inner meaning -
though outwardly concealed, yet [in reality] manifest and ev-
ident like the moon at the pole of heaven. Convey greetings
to the young maidservants of the All-Merciful, branches of the
tree of the love of God. Likewise convey loving greetings to
the esteemed son-in-law Jinab-i-Rida Khan. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO05501

To: Khalajabadi, Muhammad Bagir et al., in Tihran

My God, my God! The ocean of Thy mercy has surged and the
winds from the direction of Thy spirituality have stirred. The
sun of forgiveness has shone forth from the dawning-place of
pardon and bounty upon all created things and has dispelled
the darkness of disobedience.

I beseech Thee, O my Merciful One and my Compassionate
One, to purify Thy servant who has returned unto Thee, who
has come before Thee, who has appeared in Thy presence, from
the stain of sins in the world of contingent being. Immerse him
in the sea of Thy favors, wash him in cool and refreshing waters,
clothe him in the robe of pardon amongst the righteous ones,
perfume him with the sweet fragrance of gratitude, make him
abide eternally in the paradise of heavens, give him to drink
from the spring of life, and grant him the blessing of attaining
Thy presence in Thy vicinity.

Verily, Thou art the Kind, the Forgiving, the Pardoning, the
Generous, the Bestower.
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AB12874

To: Gabriel Sacy, in Eqypt

O my spiritual friend! I have intoned thy recent letter and ren-
dered thanks unto God that it demonstrated the equilibrium of
thy soul and body, thine exceeding joy through the fragrances
of the All-Glorious, and thy communion with God out of thy
love for ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Though physically thou art busy with
a demanding occupation, yet from a spiritual perspective thou
art serving the Cause of God in His vineyard, and I beseech
Him to grant thee even greater success than this.

As to the matter of expounding on the letter Alif and its four
stations: God willing, we shall mention it to thee verbally,
as writing it would prove lengthy and I have absolutely no
time. I render thanks unto God that He hath unveiled to
thee the mysteries of the Spirit, and soon will the mysteries of
God Himself be disclosed to thee. Upon thee be greetings and
praise.

O my friend! I have received thy second letter. The man in
question, who is the son-in-law of the elder one, hath no pur-
pose save to seek information from thee. Therefore, divulge
nothing to him with regard to us, as this would be most pru-
dent, and place thy trust in God.
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ABO05770

To: Mashhadi Ali Khabbaz, in Tihran

O thou who art turned unto the Most Glorious Kingdom! Al-
though thou art in Tehran and we, at this great distance, are
in the Luminous Shrine, yet thy remembrance is present and
thy thought is in mind. I beseech God that at all times thou
mayest be engaged in the mention of the Lord of Might, and
mayest thyself become a speaking letter from ‘Abdu’l-Baha, so
that in the gatherings of the friends, like the Bird of Paradise,
with the most wondrous melodies thou mayest be occupied
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AB05696

with praise and glorification of the All-Merciful Lord, chanting
the verses of unity and celebrating the mention of the Glorious
Lord. In brief, today is the day of service, and this moment
is the moment of effacement and nothingness and sacrifice in
the path of the Divine Unity. One must forget oneself and
all personal conditions, and night and day engage in supplica-
tion and entreaty at the Threshold of Oneness, and become
detached from all else save God. And the Glory be upon thee.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey to each and every one of the relatives, connections and
friends the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greeting. I hope
through divine bounty that they may become so enkindled
with the fire of the love of God that they will set ablaze all
created things and move the heart of contingent being, and in
every breath be assisted with a new confirmation and in every
day become the manifestation of a fresh bounty. It was not
possible to write individual letters - the letter to you is a letter
to all, for as the well-known saying goes: “When a hundred
comes, ninety is with it too.”
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AB05696

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran

O you who strive in service to the Cause of God! Your endeav-
ors, being enkindled with the divine fire that has been ignited,
are praiseworthy and appreciated, and your commendable ser-
vice is accepted, evident and renowned.

2 Among the greatest divine gifts bestowed upon human real-
ity are brilliant qualities and radiant manifestations which are
conclusive signs of the all-embracing truth.

Now you who are attracted to the divine fragrances have be-
come the means for diffusing the sweet scents of the love of
God and for connecting the hearts of the loved ones of God.
You have become the bearer of good tidings of the garment
of Joseph of divine mention and knowledge. You have con-
veyed and continue to convey the breezes of attraction and en-
thusiasm from the gardens of hearts to the meadows of souls,
perfuming their nostrils.
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Therefore, in thanksgiving for this bounty which comes from
the Lord of Glory’s confirmation, open your tongue in praise
and glorification of the Most Glorious Beauty - may my spirit
be sacrificed for His loved ones - so that He may grant contin-
uing and sustained confirmation and bestowal.

And glory be upon you.
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AB11481

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran

O faithful servant, radiant star! Praise be to God that you are
ever confirmed and assisted in service to the Center of Divine
Mercy (may my soul be sacrificed for him). I beseech God that
you may witness the results of this endeavor in both worlds.

You are always in my thoughts and memory - be assured of
this. Day and night remember God’s mention and open your
tongue in divine praise and glorification.

Do not be disturbed by blows and hardships, and do not be
discouraged by difficulties. One must be like an iron mountain
- steady and firm - and resist all difficulties. Until one becomes
like this, work will not be accomplished.

I beseech God that you may be assisted by the aid and favor
of the Forgiving Lord in all affairs. As much as you can, strive
with perfect sincerity and loyalty in service to the kingdom and
carry out whatever is the duty of the faithful.

5 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05828

AB05743

To: Mirza Hasan Khan (Brother of Abdu’l-Bagi Khan) et al., in Tihran

O heavenly photographer! Turn the luminous cup and spiritual
mirror toward the Abha Kingdom, so that the lights of sanctifi-
cation may shine and the verses of unity may become manifest.
May the forms of the gardens, pools, rosebeds and rose bushes
of the world above be reflected in the world-revealing cup, un-
veiling the mysteries of the Abha Kingdom. Whatever exists
above has a form below, though any portrait made by human
fingers and visual precision, however splendid and radiant it
may be, cannot match the original in every respect. But the
image of the sun is a true reflection that comes from the inher-
ent properties of pure substances, and its Creator is the Hand
of Divine Power - thus it matches reality. If you can take such
a photograph, you will make the soul a most glorious paradise
and the heart a garden of the Supreme Concourse. And glory
be upon you.
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ABO05828

To: Mirza Khalil Tabib, in Tihran

O thou who gazest toward the holy sanctuary of the Lord!

The heart-burning lament which thou didst raise from the
world-consuming fire of love melted the hearts of the friends of
God and raised the banner of sorrows upon the standards of
hearts. It brought stone and clay to lamentation and sighing,
and bestowed upon water and earth the feelings of heart and
soul. It is evident that when a breath is released for the sake
of God from the human world, it influences the pillars of exis-
tence, both seen and unseen, and creates a warmth in the world
of hearts that the sea of contingent being cannot extinguish.

Blessed art thou, then joy be unto thee! Be confident in the
grace and kindness of the Lord God. Soon the signs of divine
confirmation will appear and the hosts of divine success will
advance. The lights of grace and favor will shine forth from all
directions and illuminate the horizons.
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And the spirit and glory be upon thee and upon the loved ones
of God.
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AB05533

To: Mirza Sadiq Laijani, in Tihran

O thou who art enraptured by the beauty of the All-Merciful
Lord. Wert thou to appreciate the bountiful favours with
which Baha’u’llah hath surrounded His sincere servants, thou
wouldst soar with joy and gladness. Thou wouldst lift up thy
voice in gratitude like the thankful birds in the gardens of
spirituality, and wouldst proclaim with a thousand songs the
glad-tidings of this Day.

This is the Day of regeneration and resurrection. This is the
time of service and exhilaration. I am waiting for that soul,
who with heavenly power and noble resolve, with divine confir-
mation through the breaths of the Holy Spirit, with a radiant
spirit and an endeavour assisted from on High, will rise to guide
all the peoples of the world. I swear by His sacred Spirit, that
the bright light from the countenance of such a soul as this will
illumine all horizons and the breath of his spirit will penetrate
the realms of the Concourse on High.

Then convey greetings to your brother and your family and
your offspring and your noble daughter from this impoverished
and lowly servant in the court of my Glorious and Most Glori-
ous Lord, and give them the glad tidings of God’s gift.
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AB05936

To: Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran

My Lord and Master! Thou seest the breasts expanded
through the verses of Thy holy might, and the hearts glad-
dened by the fragrant breaths wafting from the garden of Thy
companionship, and the spirits revived by the gentle breeze
blowing from the meadows of Thy oneness, and the hearts
attracted by the fragrances diffused from the gardens of Thy
mercy. O Lord! Make firm the feet upon Thy straight path,
and guide all to the right way, and assist and enable all to
remain firm in Thy mighty Covenant. Verily Thou art the
Generous, verily Thou art the Merciful, O Forgiving One and
O Clement One.

Regarding the sending of letters, in view of the general wisdom
that will later become apparent, they should be submitted to
his honor Afnan.

Sing these verses with the most wonderful melodies and trust
in God:

“These deceitful owls have learned the cry of the white falcons;

If the sand grouse learns the hoopoe’s call, where is the
hoopoe’s mystery and message of Sheba?”

i Convey my greetings to Mulla Nasru’llah.
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ABO05729

To: Muhammad Ali Mustawfti, in Tihran

O seeker of the good-pleasure of the Friend! The sun of the
celestial sphere has become hidden and Saturn has appeared on
the horizon of the heavens, and the air is at its utmost intensity
and heat. Despite this, due to the intensity of the flame of
the fire of love, the pen is in the hand of this servant and
engaged in writing, intimately remembering you. The outward
eye does not see properly - the power of inner vision provides
some assistance. It is being written by feel of hand. When
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I remembered you, I am not content to put down the pen. I
beseech from the grace and favor of the Divine Unity that you
may be confirmed by mighty strength from the Abha Kingdom

and assisted by the unseen hosts from the Supreme Heaven.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Please keep fresh and verdant, through the rain of longing,
those fruits of the tree of the love of God - that is, those
saplings in the garden of the knowledge of God - on behalf
of this servant.
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ABO05916

To: Mulla Ali Akbar Shahmirzadi Ayadi, in Tihran

O thou who callest to the Covenant! Be not grieved by the
events of these days, and be not saddened by the convulsion
of the party of error and the birds of darkness. Such is their
condition in this transient life. Through their letters they have
made themselves the object of shame before all peoples. Nay,
their souls have beguiled them in this matter, so patience is
most fitting. Have they not traveled through the earth and
observed what was the end of the deniers? Soon shall ye see
them in manifest loss.

You and Janab-i-Adib must be vigilant day and night and guide
the people to the diffusion of the divine fragrances and the
strengthening of God’s Covenant.

You must show the utmost consideration to Mashhadi-‘Ibad
and Mirza ‘Abdu’llah Khan and be very solicitous of them and
demonstrate the utmost love. Let nothing occur that might
cause any distress to Mashhadi-‘Ibad, for we have great regard
for him who has ascended, and we desire that they be happy.
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AB05496

To: Naddaf, Muhammad Rida et al., in Tihran

O God! O Thou Who quickenest the souls with the pervasive
spirit of forgiveness after they have died in a state of sin and
transgression, Who illuminest the darkness of error with the
radiance shining from the kingdom of clemency, Who trans-
mutest our shortcomings into merits! Verily, Thou beholdest
Thy servants supplicating unto Thee, interceding in Thy pres-
ence, and seeking forgiveness on behalf of those who have ar-
rived at the gate of Thy mercy and are seeking refuge at the
threshold of Thy favor.

Lord! The power of Thy forgiveness transmuteth the pitch
darkness of transgression into the shining light of the Luminary
of bounty. I prostrate my face upon the dust and beseech Thee
to visit these dear ones with Thy grace and Thy mercy, O Lord
of lords.

Lord! Illumine their faces with the light of Thy loving-kindness,
assist their souls through Thy grace and assistance, and ordain
for them every good thing in the kingdom of mysteries within
the precincts of Thine abundant mercy, O my Lord, the Un-
constrained. Thou art the Generous. Thou art the Almighty.
Thou art the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB05790

To: Nasrullah Rastigar Taliqgani, in Tihran

O thou who hast turned thy face toward God!

His Holiness Ali-Qabli-Akbar hath praised you most highly,
that praise be to God, you are guided by the light of guidance
and follow in the footsteps of pure souls. You follow in the
path of your noble father and, attracted to the Kingdom of
Mysteries, you gaze toward the horizon of oneness and are
present in the gathering of the righteous. You study the lesson

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B A1 e
Lol sk Sl ST 8 e o
il 5 (s s s b W) S iles it
23 SIS0 o B s s (e &5
) b5 ) e e 15
23 Bl dE s LUl Jas s ol
el oo e ) QE@KTW‘JJ@’

as§

118


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/BN/bn-463.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/183.pdf#page=51
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/185.pdf#page=8
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/tarikh-i-amr-i-bahai_dar_shahr-i-qum_vol1.pdf

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB05960

of teaching and become cognizant of proofs and evidences. This
news brought joy.

I hope that night and day you will strive with heart and soul,
closing your eyes to all else, so that with a free heart and glad-
dened spirit you may pursue divine knowledge and heavenly
mysteries, may become informed of divine proofs and aware of
clear evidences, may open your tongue to guide souls, may lead
multitudes to the shore of the sea of grace, and may illumine
eyes with the light of guidance.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05960

To: Shaykh Muhammad son of Abuturab, in Tihran

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! The Sun
of Eternity and the Most Great Luminary hath risen from the
horizon of the world, and the sovereignty of Its rays hath en-
compassed the dawning-places of the nations. His signs have
appeared, His proof hath dazzled, His verses are magnified, His
evidences are made clear, His mention is spread abroad, His
perfections are proclaimed, and His manifestation, rising and
radiance have become renowned throughout East and West.
O people of unity! Can there be any increase to such bounty?
Nay, by your Glorious Lord! Seek ye beneficence from that
white hand, and draw ye from that surging, billowing, vast and
tempestuous ocean. And the Glory be upon you and upon all
who hold fast to God’s Covenant and His supreme and mighty
Testament.

Convey to the honored leaf, the handmaid of God, the re-
spected wife, the Most Great, Most Glorious greetings from
this one lost in the wilderness of the love of God. I hope that
through the grace of the Sovereign of existence she may become
manifest and evident from the horizon of attraction.
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AB05580

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran

O faithful servant of the Blessed Beauty! It has been some
time that there has been no news or trace from you. Why are
you dejected and broken-hearted, sorrowful and grief-stricken?
I am your companion and your intimate friend. Why then do
you grieve when you have one like ‘Abdu’l-Baha to share your
sorrows? At every moment I think of you and at every in-
stant I mention you at the Threshold of the Most Great Name.
Surely be happy and joyous, and be known for your love of the
compassionate Lord and characterized by sanctity and detach-
ment.

Convey my greetings to the assured leaf, the maidservant of
God Fa’izih, and tell her that for some time no news has arrived
from her. Do write about your circumstances.

And whatever was imparted and taught at the time of depar-
ture is the cause of spiritual comfort and success - never forget
it, for it is the cause of illumination of the heart and leads to
sanctification and joy and delight of the spirit in all degrees.

And upon her be the Glory!
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ABO05876

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha)

Jinab-i-Mirza Ahmad Sohrab has written a letter from Amer-
ica requesting that individuals be selected to serve as members
of the executive committee of the East-West Unity Association,
and the letter is being sent enclosed herewith for your review.
Therefore, select individuals in Tehran to be named as mem-
bers of this executive committee, and likewise send copies of
this letter along with copies of Jinab-i-Mirza Ahmad’s letter to
other Assemblies in surrounding areas so that each Assembly
may select five people. The Star of the West magazine has
gained importance - you must certainly promote it among the
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friends. Its cost is small. Obtain and send it to America as
this will lead to its promotion. According to what has been
heard, so far only fifty tumans have been sent to America for
the Star of the West newspaper. This amount is very small.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB11384

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran

O friends and helpers of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that,
through the grace and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, spiri-
tual assemblies have been established and formed to strive in
spiritual matters and to promote moral development and the
oneness of mankind, to spread the teachings of the Blessed
Beauty and to carry out His counsels and exhortations.

Each month they are to send the minutes of their meeting to
this servant so that ‘Abdu’l-Baha may derive joy and delight
from the endeavors, proceedings and consultations of the as-
sembly and the diffusion of the divine fragrances.

The Hands of the Cause of God must now have permanent
membership in this spiritual assembly, for it is spiritual and
not political in nature. However, when the House of Justice
is established, all its members will be elected by universal suf-
frage, for the House of Justice is all-embracing.

In any case, it is hoped that this new election will be conducted
with the utmost joy and gladness, delight and fragrance. And
upon you be the glory!
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AB11736

To: Two Daughters of Ridar-Ruh, in Tihran

O two cherished handmaidens of God, daughters of His Honor
Radi’r-Ruh, upon both of you be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious.

O two leaves drawn nigh to the Divine Threshold! Think not
that your noble father or his relatives will be forgotten. That
one drawn nigh to the Divine Threshold raised aloft such a
banner that its standard will wave throughout eternal ages
and cycles. How could he be forgotten? When I remember
him, such a state overtakes me that infinite joy results.

That illustrious person devoted his lifetime to diffusing the
divine fragrances and was accepted and praised in the Most
Holy Court. Whenever he attained the blessed presence, he
became the manifestation of abundant favors.

You are the remembrance of that noble one - how could you be
forgotten? Rest assured that in this world and the divine world
you have been and will continue to be remembered. Through
divine bounty, I hope you will prove and demonstrate that you
are indeed the daughters of that illustrious person and worthy
of great favor.

Upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB05526

To: Wife of Husayn son of Ammih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! In this Most Great Cycle and in this
age and century of the Ancient King, human limitations have
been lifted and the laws of the worlds of existence have been
abrogated and nullified. Masculinity and femininity, manli-
ness and wisdom are not determined by beard and mustache
and mane and fur, but rather by aspiration and power, by
knowledge and steadfastness and firmness, by enthusiasm and
attraction.
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2 How many ladies of the bridal chambers were raised up with
greater power than the mightiest men, and how many men were
gathered under the veil of degradation and shame. Therefore,
consideration is given to qualities and conditions, and the cri-
terion is character and conduct, not form and appearance.

And when spiritual perfections and virtues and the splendors
of the All-Merciful are manifested in the vesture of women
and shine in the lamp of handmaidens, their reflection is more
resplendent.
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AB11737

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

You are hereby appointed as this servant’s deputy, nay rather
principal, to arrange the great celebration for his honor Ibn-
i-Abhar. Your honor shall personally take responsibility for
the marriage ceremony and spend one hundred tumans on this
celebration.

Regarding the letters you wrote about the dismissal of the min-
ister, that is his recompense for what he neglected in relation
to the Cause of God.

We beseech God to assist His Majesty the Sultan to spread the
banner of justice, victorious in all circumstances over aspira-
tions, and to support his royal throne as long as day and night
follow each other and the two luminaries alternate.

And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abbas.
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AB12401

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

O wondrous Branch sprung from the Divine Lote-Tree! Put
aside the allusions of those who harbor doubts and take firm
hold of the sure handle which cannot be broken. Make firm
thy feet upon God’s Covenant and Testament, and arise with
such steadfastness as will cause the foundations of the feeble-
minded to quake. By the life of God! No covenant or testament
like unto this hath ever appeared in existence, whether in the
unseen or visible worlds. It is the fruit of the Supreme Pen -
a single word thereof outweigheth all the scriptures of former
times. And thou - rejoice in this bounty and strive to diffuse
the fragrances of God, even as He hath enabled thee to serve
His Cause. For thou art an exalted branch of the Divine Lote-
Tree and a mighty offshoot of the Celestial Tree. I beseech God
to assist thee in exalting His Word, diffusing His clear proofs,
and manifesting His signs throughout all worlds.

Kindly deliver with utmost apologies the sum of twenty-five
tumans to Lutfu’llah from Asadabad of Hamadan.
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AB12402

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

O noble and verdant branch of the Blessed Tree! The response
to your letters will, God willing, be sent in the next post. Night
and day we are engaged in supplication and entreaty at the
Sacred Threshold, that that branch of the Divine Lote-Tree
and the leaves and fragrances of the Most Great Rose-garden
may at all times be stirred by the holy breaths of the King-
dom and be kept fresh and verdant through the bounty of the
rain-clouds of the grace of the Lord of existence. My Lord!
Aid Thy servants to be steadfast in Thy Mighty Cause and
on Thy Straight Path. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the
All-Compassionate.
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2 Please deliver the sum of fifty tumans to the wife of His Ho-
liness ‘Ali-before-Akbar and fifty tumans to the wife of His
Holiness Mirza Haydar-‘Ali. And the Glory be upon thee.

Also please present ten tumans each to Shaykh Haydar and
Mulla Aga through Haji ‘Abdu’l-‘Azim, upon them be the
Glory of God, the Most Glorious.
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ABO05719

To: Ali brother of Muhammad Alagihband, in Yazd

O illumined candle! What you had written was observed, and
what was inscribed was witnessed. In truth it was a spiri-
tual fragrance wafting from the gardens of divine mercy, and
a sweet soul-stirring breeze blowing from the direction of at-
traction. Blessed art thou, again blessed art thou, for this
great bounty. The eye of invisible grace encompasses you, and
undoubted favors and gifts arrive continuously. Among the
special characteristics of this Dispensation is “He singles out
for His mercy whomsoever He pleaseth,” and among the gifts
of this century is “This is God’s grace; He bestoweth it upon
whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Lord of great bounty.”
Although mercy and grace existed in previous Dispensations
as well, yet the radiance and heat of the world-illumining Sun
in the sign of Leo has a different effect, a different influence,
and a different manifestation.

2 And glory be upon you.
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AB05668

To: Kaffash, Siyyid Hashim et al., in Yazd

O ye two who have turned unto God! Days are passing, pains
are passing away. Every affliction in the path of the Most High
is a blessing, and every tribulation is purity, and every cruelty
is fidelity. It is the cause of joy and gladness, and the reason
for delight and expansion.

Your letter was read - it was a dewdrop from the ocean of
fidelity and a ray from the star of the love of God. It became
the cause of joy because it was clear evidence of walking in the
path of guidance and deriving light from the niche of bounty.

3 We beseech God that day by day your spiritual love may in-
crease, and that you may daily advance in the degrees of knowl-
edge, become the cause of enlightening eyes, purifying thoughts
and sanctifying souls, promote the verses of unity, and encour-
age and urge others onto the path of the Peerless Lord.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05728

To: Muhammad Khan Rais, in Yazd

O thou who yearnest to discover the subtleties of divine mys-
tery!

The mighty sun is the source of all physical light and the
growth and development of all things depend upon its munif-
icent heat, its radiant emanations. Likewise, spiritual bounty
too requires a mighty source, an ancient and eternal origin.
That sacred reality, the Sun of Truth, that divine Daystar of
the world is the Cause of God itself. All true development in
the spiritual kingdom depends upon the transcendent emana-
tions of His Word. Know, verily, that even the smallest atom
in that realm circles around the Cause of God and seeks its
light of mystery from His Word. Without His effulgent appear-
ance, the horizons cannot be illumined; without the aid of the
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munificent heat of His Word spiritual beings cannot grow or
develop.

O yearning one! even as the planet that circles around the sun,
seek thou thy light from this Daystar that hath risen above
the horizon of the world, so that thou mayest become entirely
illumined, and a sign of His manifestation.
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ABO05635

To: Haji Niyaz, in Eqypt

O thou noble Niyaz, detached from all save God! Well done!
A thousand times well done! Thou hast made ‘Abdu’l-Baha
glad and well pleased, and hast bound together in amity and
union the friends who had become estranged from one another.
Praise be upon thy hand and arm! I have no leisure; otherwise
I would write a full and ample account in praise of this service.
But, by thy dear life, through the multitude of occupations,
preoccupations, and afflictions, I have no opportunity to write.
God willing, with the pen of love I shall inscribe it upon the
tablet of the heart. Upon thee be Baha.

From the unseen, spiritual bounties of the true Beloved, I cher-
ish the hope that He will confirm thee, that in all states and
at all times thou mayest bend thine efforts toward the concord
and unity of all the beloved friends; and whenever, among any
of them, the least scent of estrangement should arise, thou
mayest straightway bind the knot of affection. Thus shall di-
vine confirmation encompass thee from every side.
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To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Eqypt

O candle of the love of God! i & s

The passing of His honor Abu’l-Fada’il has grieved and sad-
dened even the denizens of the sacred realm to such a degree
that neither pen nor tongue can properly express. However,
praise be to God that he has left behind disciples like your-
selves. There is no doubt that you too will follow in his foot-
steps step by step and keep his lamp burning bright.

Therefore, you must manifest in gatherings of the loved ones
and meetings of the chosen ones an eloquent tongue, a brilliant
proof, evident attraction, fluent speech and elevated utterance.
You must certainly recite verses, prayers and poems in every
gathering and deliver speeches with utmost eloquence so that
all present may be filled with joy and gladness and all hearts
may be attracted.

Know with certainty that divine confirmations will arrive con-
tinuously. My trust in the disciples of that teacher is boundless.
And upon you be glory.
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AB12422

To: Unknown, in Germany

O thou who art advancing toward God!

Truly I have read thy eloquent letter and my heart was up-
lifted by its contents, for know truly, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has spir-
itual discourses, heavenly conversation and revelation of the
heart. Truly I speak through the benevolence of El-Abha in
spirit and in vision to the one who addresses me, and this is
known to those to whom God has revealed it and removed the
dark veils from their eyes.
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O Handmaid of God, when you are united in a spiritual gather-
ing and celebrate the remembrance of God by His Most Glori-
ous Name, the Divine One, truly then ‘Abdu’l-Baha is present
and communes with you in spirit and asks God to grant your
prayers through His eternal grace.

Upon thee be greetings and praise

BBBD.626

AB05752

To: Kadkhuda Rida (Qazvin), in Iran

O Kadkhuda! Raise high your ambition and exalt your purpose
so that your “kad” may be transformed into the eternal realm
and in that spiritual clime you may become God’s kad-khuda.
In ancient Persian “kad” means house and “khuda” means mas-
ter - thus its translation is master of the house, just as the lady
of the house is called kad-banu. In any case, abide beneath the
shade of the Ancient Beauty and be of good cheer, for through
that grace every lowly one becomes a prince and through that
bounty every small one becomes great. The evanescent atom
becomes a luminous reality and the weak ant attains Solomon’s
glory. The feeble gnat becomes the Phoenix of the East and
the tiny seedling grows into a lofty tree. Observe how many
weak souls through the effulgences of divine favors became the
foremost figures of the world, and how many obscure persons
shone forth like the resplendent moon with endless rays in the
horizon of eternal glory. This is of God’s grace which He be-
stoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Lord of
great bounty. And upon thee be glory.
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ABO05775

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Iran

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine knowledge
and illumined by the lights of guidance from the All-Merciful
Lord! Although until now there has not been, in outward form,
any opening of correspondence and communication with that
sweet basil of the rose-garden of the love of God, yet the sweet
fragrance of the musk of faith and the perfume of divine knowl-
edge from the heart of that chief of lovers has made fragrant
and perfumed the nostrils of the yearning ones.

Now, as the breezes of the love of God have so taken the reins of
power and will from my hands that involuntarily I have taken
up the pen and become occupied with mentioning that beloved
one, we beseech and implore from the grace and gift of the
King of Oneness that He may assist that servant of the Cause
to render universal services, so that, reposing beneath the Lote
Tree of the Ultimate Boundary, he may rise resplendent from
the dawning-place of divine knowledge with a brilliant light
and manifest radiance.

And the glory and the spirit be upon thee, O thou who art
enkindled with the fire of the love of God.
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ABO05487

To: Unknown, in Iran

Three items have arrived from Tehran in Europe from Aqa
Siyyid Nasru’llah and Haji Ghulam-Rida, but regarding the
significant amount, namely four hundred pounds - they had
sent the first copy to Port Said in the name of Aqa Siyyid
Mubhsin, and the second copy has arrived here but its receipt
is not yet known.

Write to all regions that whoever sends anything should do so
through Aga Ahmad Yazdi and from him to wherever I may
be or to Aqa Mirza Mubhsin.
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Similarly, regarding the amount you wrote about purchasing a
draft for Port Said which you are sending enclosed with Aqa
Mirza Muhsin’s letter to Port Said - its receipt has not yet
come. It may have arrived but news of its receipt has not
reached here.

The draft of one thousand pounds that was sent to Tehran
to Haji Ghulam-Rida was received, but during the time of up-
heaval two thousand pounds had been borrowed from Amatu’l-
Baha Barney, and now one thousand pounds of that is being
paid.
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AB05651

To: Alagihband, Nuriyyih daughter of Aqa Mirza Muhammad Ali et al.

O ye who serve the servants of God! What a lofty position
is this and how glorious the dignity of this station! He hath
caused us to reach the summit of heaven from the darksome
pit in which we were. He hath enabled us to attain the apex of
the realm of the Concourse from the nadir of our degradation.
This is a wondrous gift to ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the highest hope
of this destitute servant.

O my Lord! Thou knowest me and art aware that I entertain
no desire but this, seek refuge in naught else but this. I am the
servant of all Thy servants, the lowliest of Thy thralls in the
darksome pit. If Thou shouldst confirm me in the service of
Thy friends this verily would be the most meritorious of gifts
and the cause of ever abiding mercy. But if Thou shouldst
deprive me then with what hope shall I live in this realm of
nothingness? Thou alone art the Assister, the Confirmer.
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ABO05861

To: Ali Muhammad Khan Tabib (Tihran)

O kind friend! Although there has been negligence and short-
coming in responding to your letters, if you knew in what storm
and whirlpool I have fallen, you would certainly not seek any
response at all, but would consider the question itself as the
answer and the address as prompted by the attraction of the
heart to what is right. But you view the fire from afar.

In brief, you are truly engaged in diffusing the divine fragrances
and have arisen to serve the Cause of God. Especially regard-
ing the Jewish friends, strive greatly in this matter and oc-
cupy yourself entirely with the holy fragrances and focus your
thoughts on exalting the Word of God. The confirmations of
the Most Glorious Kingdom will arrive and success will follow
upon Success.

God willing, replies to the letters will be sent, that is, as soon
as an opportunity arises there will be no negligence.
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ABO05827

To: Aqa Siyyid Muhammad

O thou who hath set thy gaze upon the Horizon of Truth! II-
lumine and brighten thine eyes by beholding the rays of the
bountiful light of His Oneness. Delight thine ears by hearken-
ing to the melodies of the birds of holiness. Gladden the ear
of thy heart with the tidings of the unseen kingdom and the
assured bounties of the supernal paradise of eternity. Elevate
thy mind with the inspiration of the tidings of the faithful
Messenger. In this day all created things, from the nethermost
degree to the Company on high, one and all, are engaged in
glorifying the Ancient Beauty, the Most Great Name, and are
busy in His praise, extolling His qualities, recounting tales of
Him, acclaiming and sanctifying His name. Rest not in silence
and quiescence, and be not still and lifeless. Rather, be thou
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attracted, be enkindled (enflamed), so that thou mayest be-
come like unto the Promulgated Tablet and the Written Book
of the Ever-forgiving Lord.

Aga Muhammad Hasan, upon him be the Glory of God the
Most Glorious, is granted permission to circumambulate the
Supreme Concourse.
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AB05962

To: Farajullah Zaki Al-Kurdi

O thou the receptacle of whose heart hath been besprinkled
with the waters of the love of God and the globe of whose soul
hath been illumined with the light of the knowledge of the
Almighty. I read thy letter and recited the verses of thy long-
ing for God. Mine ears have been delighted with that address
and mine eyes have been solaced by reading thy words. And
when I fixed mine eyes upon the meanings thereof, I have found
them filled with dismay at thy separation from the honorable
teacher. In truth hadst thou realized the wisdom of his sepa-
ration, thy heart wouldst have overflowed with happiness from
this praiseworthy journey, for therein is service to the Cause of
God and diffusion of the fragrances over vast and spacious re-
gions that wouldst become of great importance in future time.
I assure thee that this separation is temporary and limited,
and that he will bring ye back glad-tidings and happiness the
light of which will shine forth in the faces, and through which
every servant whose face is set towards the kingdom of being
will be gladdened.

Salutation and praise rest upon thee.

Convey my greeting and praise to the revered Mustafa Effendi
and Hussein Effendi.
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ABO05768

To: Gandumpakkun, Maryam et al.

O ye who cling to the hem of favor! In these days when the
contingent world is encompassed by incidents and the East
and West are surrounded by the tempest of tests and trials,
and when the waves of the sea of tribulations repeatedly crash
upon ‘Abdu’l-Baha, I am day and night in utmost toil and
hardship from the hand of the transgression and rebellion of
the wavering ones.

You who are the devoted ones of the Ancient Beauty and the
handmaidens of the Most Great Name - weep for my tribula-
tions and lament and wail for the sorrow and grief that has
befallen me. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that not for the
twinkling of an eye is there rest, nor for a moment is there
peace. The arrows of the jealous ones’ cruelty fall continuously
and successively.

And the Glory be upon you.
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ABO05702

To: Gudarz Mihraban

O you who are intoxicated with the wine of the love of God!
The sweet fragrance that had spread from the rose garden of
inner meanings reached the nostrils of the yearning ones and
became the cause of spiritual delight and joy. And when con-
templation was made of its beginning and end, the essence of
the love of God was perceived. Strive night and day so that
you may become a partner and sharer with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in
servitude, humility, contrition, freedom, nothingness and self-
effacement, so that hand in hand with each other we may fall
upon the dust of servitude at that Sacred Threshold and seek
forgiveness and pardon.

You have asked concerning remarriage after the death of one’s
partner; according to the law of God this is permitted. But if
one has had children by one’s first wife and decides to forego a
second marriage, he will find life more comfortable, the home
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more peaceful and the atmosphere more conducive to joy and
fragrance. However, re-marriage is permissible in the Faith.
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AB05498

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih)

My God, my God! Thou art the Merciful, Thou art the Com-
passionate! Grant me from Thy presence a celestial power
whereby I may arise to serve at Thy sacred Threshold and to
be utterly effaced at the gate of Thy sanctified oneness.

My God! Thou knowest that all my hopes are directed to-
ward this supreme gift and this greatest bestowal, and that I
am humble, submissive, lowly and broken before Thee, rely-
ing upon Thee, supplicating before Thee every morn and eve
that Thou mayest enable me to do that which Thou lovest and
approvest.

O Lord! This is Thy handmaiden who hath believed in Thee
and in Thy signs, who hath been assured of Thy proof and
Thy Covenant, who hath accepted Thy words, who hath circled
round the Spot round which circle the Concourse on High, and
who hath turned toward the Kingdom of Abha.

O Lord! Enable her to act according to Thy good-pleasure,
gaze upon her with the glance of mercy, cause her to speak Thy
praise, and preserve her within the shelter of Thy protection
and care. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the
Bestower.

And glory be upon the people of glory!
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AB05902

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai

O branch from the Blessed Tree! Your letters arrived and were
reviewed. There has always been and will continue to be per-
fect kindness towards you. Be confident in the favors of the
Ancient Living One.

It is hoped that in all seasons you will remain green and verdant
like the free cypress branch - no matter how strongly the winds
may blow or the summer heat may shine, you will stay fresh
and new.

The delay in answering the questions is because a detailed
response was written to your honored father, upon him be the
Most Glorious Glory of God, but it is here [with me| and cannot
be sent, as the safety of the route and peace and tranquility are
uncertain. God willing, comfort and ease will soon be attained
and the response will be sent.

Convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to your
honored brother and likewise to the other friends. And upon
you be Glory.
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AB05925

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn Shabistari

His honor Haji Aqa Siyyid Ahmad has gone to make arrange-
ments and return to the capital and settle his affairs as far as
possible. Though this may be possible, it might not come to
pass. Therefore you must not sully yourself with any words
that would cause you trouble.

And I too, by your precious life, have neither the state nor
opportunity to occupy myself with such matters. However, I
gave the utmost encouragement, urging and guidance. God
willing, they will succeed in paying their debts.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Gk § Wb,y aml L BT 2l Ol
ok 5 S e o4l Rl
SV s S aud UK e s
b o e sl Ly oyt oSt
o § 1 G o1 1y 5 Al
;:f & )

s 8l dlztl o p oy Do 5o s
5 a8 Sl SOl e Ol el
5 B DL pag |y N5y a
Nk Oy lal

136


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=340
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=348

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO05738

You should free yourself from discussing their affairs with me,
otherwise you will always be in bitterness and trouble. And
I too must write a detailed commentary every week and have
absolutely no time, nor am I in a state to occupy myself with
such matters.

Occupy yourself with matters that bear fruit and benefit. God
willing, there will be perfect love toward you. And peace.
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ABO05738

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq

O lover of the Glorious Beauty! Although these sorrows and
griefs and regrets and anguish and trials and afflictions are be-
yond the power of tongue to describe and express, and moun-
tains and hills and earth and heaven cannot bear them, yet
through the power of divine confirmation and the might of
heavenly assistance and divine approval, one must seek suc-
cess from the heights of the glory of God’s sovereignty in the
Most Glorious Kingdom, and endure it, and gird up the loins of
service with the utmost steadfastness, and open one’s tongue
and seek the confirmation of the Holy Spirit, and arise to guide
all who are on earth.

2 Today is the day when we must prove and demonstrate, and
make manifest and evident before the eyes of all the world, that
the ascension and passing of the Sun of Truth did not cause
any weakness or degradation in the Cause of God. Rather, its
dawning was in the nearest horizon, and now it is in the most
exalted horizon - its light has become more brilliant and its
rays more radiant.

3 And glory and praise be upon you.
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ABO05710

To: Husayn Ali son of Ali Nur (Isfahan)

O distinguished offspring who attained the presence of the
Beloved of all horizons!

That one who ascended to the Supreme Companion attained
the presence of the Promised One at the Sinai of Manifesta-
tion on the day of the appearance of the light and flame of the
Mount. He beheld the lights of the Most Great Luminary and
the honored brilliant Star, and achieved the ultimate aspira-
tions of those drawn nigh.

You who are a blessed branch of that tree and a fortunate fruit
of that noble plant - strive to fully exemplify the character and
nature of that generous root and mighty tree, so that both
physical and spiritual lineage may be perfectly manifested and
the signs of the bounty of the Beauty of Oneness may become
evident and clear.

That one who ascended to the Kingdom of favors walked for
years in the path of the good-pleasure of the Beloved of the
worlds and endured hardships and difficulties in this world.
And when he hastened to the infinite realm, he found rest in
the shade of the Divine Tree and attained the complete bounty.

5 And upon you be the Glory.
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AB05949

To: Husayn Iqbal

O my dear friend! Trust in the bounty of your Lord and do
not grieve over anything. In all matters be patient, dignified,
thankful, calm, kind, compassionate, humble and forbearing,
for this is the character of those who are near to God.

Whatever different and conflicting words you may hear, listen
and do not respond except with what God inspires you to
say with gentle words that demonstrate your utter submission
to God, your passionate love for His remembrance, and your
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aversion to any word related to worldly matters. Rather, be
content with all the loved ones due to their connection with
God, and do not wish to hear from them except words that
demonstrate their perfection. Beyond that, your ear does not
hear and does not wish to hear.

This is what draws you closer to God and makes your trade
profitable. Beware, beware lest you grieve over anything, for
grief extinguishes the warmth of your love. Rather, be joyful in
what God has given you of His love and knowledge, and soon
the door of blessings will open to you from all directions.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO05657

To: Husayn Khan brother of Taqi Khan et al.

O two brothers of noble lineage! In this turbulent world, be
not sorrowful or troubled. Be spiritual, radiant and merciful,
so that you may witness everlasting joy and observe eternal
gladness and delight. For man is human through his spirit and
soul, not through bodies and physical forms. Through divine
bounty, it is hoped that endless joy will come and glad tidings
will reach the spirit and soul.

Praise be to God, you are descendants of that father and
mother who, from the beginning of the Revelation, drank from
the pure cup and tasted the honey of the divine presence, and
found repose in the shade of the Tree of Sinai. Through the
gift of the All-Merciful they rejoiced and in the paradise of
the love of God they prospered, until they hastened to the
Abha Kingdom and attained the supreme gift. How excellent
is the reward of those who are detached in the Kingdom of the
highest heaven!

And upon you both be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

K Ol o) ss S S SLPLNG
Sl s Gls s Gl 48 58 5 02
Sl s s s e Glasla 5y b L
6 il 05 3 Ol 4 21y 5 odalts
Gl sl Ola b 31 Ol 5 placrl &
W Olss 5 oy okt 5 dy 0Ly 5 &

5 318 A ke 5oy OB b aH)
St s Ak NS gl K
Sl Caag w-“-*:wj b to :}19 238
4l 5 A e S yn oy Kyt Gleosls
Codge s dblid go) & S &KTb s ge b
OSe G opbil) ) oad dml alis

Ol

T e e

MKT9.123b

139


https://adibmasumian.com/translations/ab05949/
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMAB/mmab-140.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=62

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO05856

AB05569

To: Husayn Khan Sultan

O thou servant of the one true God. Thou art a servitor at
the sacred threshold and thus thou art a king. Nay, verily, the
kings of this world are thy vassals and the sovereigns of the
earth are thy servants.

Although their armies ride forth in battle and they call them-
selves victorious and conquer countries and nations on every
side they are already vanquished by their own egos, they are
all captives of self and desire. Thus are they laid low in truth
and humiliated like powerless slaves?

However, the servants of the sacred Threshold have captivated
the whole world, although outwardly they may be held in
chains they shine like the sun in the zenith of eternal glory.
The depth of the dungeon is like high heaven for them and the
prayer mat of poverty and evanescence is a throne of glory.

What mighty sovereignty is this? It is of heaven and eternity
not of this ephemeral dust. Strive thou that in this spiritual
kingdom thou mayest be a captain of the divine hosts and a
general of His army.
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AB05856

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi

O friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The Zoroastrian friends have lit up
like candles in this gathering and each has requested multi-
ple letters. This servant is weary from the multitude of oc-
cupations and concerns, and is embarrassed before the divine
friends from every direction, for I cannot fulfill my duties as I
should and ought. Despite this, out of the surging of love and
faithfulness, I wrote and sent whatever they requested.

Among them, Rustam Khudadad wrote your name and re-
quested a letter be written. This pen too, from his surging
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love, was moved to write and undertook the writing of this
letter.

O my Zoroastrian friend! Be happy and of good cheer that
this yearning one is occupied with your remembrance and is
gladdened and delighted with your mention. I beseech God
that you may be assisted by the grace of the All-Merciful and
confirmed by the favors of the Compassionate One. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB05847

To: Khadijih Sabbagh

O pure leaf, throughout the dispensations men were the heroes
of the battlefield and the valiant members of the army of re-
volt, but in this great cycle some women will arise who will
become the envy of men, and the example to be emulated by
the traditional hero, Rustam. They will be so steadfast and
firm that the name of every notorious man will be blotted out
from the book of existence, i.e. they will be gathered under
the shadow of the divine Word with eloquent speech, manifest
praise, mighty spirit, firm step, immovable heart, conspicuous
utterance, and brilliant proof.

Therefore ask God that you may be counted among these birds
of the divine garden, and God willing you will be considered
one of these leaves, and I hope that you will become the leader
of believing, assured, teaching women. And upon you be glory.

The visiting ladies performed circumambulation and visitation
around the Holy Shrine on behalf of that pure leaf.
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AB05763

To: Khudabakhsh, Khurshid et al.

O cherished handmaids of God! Behold the bounty of the
Lord of Creation, how He bestowed insight upon you, granted
you His beauty, adorned you with His love, gave you access to
His court, and bestowed shelter in His presence. He sent the
heavenly message and passed around the divine cup, making
you intoxicated with the wine of the All-Merciful.

Therefore engage in joy and gladness, establish a radiant cel-
ebration, and arrange a feast in the rose garden and meadow
whose melody reaches the highest realm and brings the holy
spirits into ecstasy and delight. May your souls be happy!

O Lord! Grant forgiveness to the kind mother and nurture
her in the embrace of pardon and forgiveness. Bestow the
worthy downpour of the rain of mercy and permit the shining
of the sun of bounty. You are the Forgiver and Pardoner of all
shortcomings, and You are the Bestower upon every grateful
handmaid.
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AB05784

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn

O you who are enkindled with the fire of the love of God! It is
sunset time, and a group of military officials - an Amir-Tuman
and a Mir-Panj - and from among the religious scholars of this
region, a judge and a mufti, are present. Each one engages
in conversation and adds to the burden, and some ask certain
questions and seek solutions to difficulties.

> This servant holds a pen in hand, writing on one hand while
speaking and explaining on the other, listening from one direc-
tion while exchanging courtesies from another. Observe how
all these obstacles do not prevent this servant from mention-
ing you, and with spirit, heart, inner heart, soul, consciousness
and conscience, I am occupied with remembrance of the loved
ones of the All-Merciful.
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Therefore, O servant of the Intended Lord, let no obstacle pre-
vent you from mentioning the Praised Beauty, and let no bar-
rier deprive you from the fragrances of these days. And glory
be upon you.
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AB05594

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn Naqqash (Shiraz)

O you who are firm in the Covenant! If you complain, you have
the right to do so, for due to the abundance of sorrows and
trials, I have been remiss and even negligent in writing replies.
You, praise be to God, are forbearing and gentle, refined and
generous. You do not become sorrowful, you do not become
grief-stricken, dust surely does not settle upon your noble mind,
and gloom finds no path to your tender heart, for that heart
is the dawning-place of love for the Abha Beauty, and that
flower is infused with pure honey. What power has dust to
affect that clear mirror, and what strength has bitterness to
impart its taste to such intense sweetness?

I am assured, and you are a tested believer. Everyone has their
test, and every claim requires proof and evidence. Praise be to
God, like pure gold you have shone forth in the flame of tests
and taught others the way.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB05821

To: Mirza Fadlullah Nuri Awrangi Nizamul-Mamalik

O scion of the blessed Tree! We are on a journey, we are in
haste. Each morning we are in one country, each evening we
are wanderers. Praise be to God that the Western countries
have been illumined by the lights of the East. The cry of
“Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” is raised from mountain and desert. The
Iranians are still asleep while the Americans have awakened.
Soon the blast of the trumpet and the call of the bugle will
resurrect the horizons from their graves.

Your beloved portrait brought great soul-nourishing joy, espe-
cially when reading the letter from your respected cousin, noble
descendant of the late Aqa Mirza Rida-Quli. Praise be to God
that house has become illumined and that family has become
a rose garden. Joy upon joy was obtained. Convey my utmost
longing. Surely their letters will arrive one after another.

Give my greetings to all. There is not time to write one word,
therefore I ask forgiveness.
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ABO05957

To: Mirza Hasan Mudhahhib

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of holiness!

When the Daystar of Truth shone forth above the horizon of
sanctity, an attractive force was exerted. The supreme Magnet
of the pole of contingent existence appeared and was made
manifest. The noble metals were attracted, while stones and
clods of earth remained deprived.

Praise be to God that the reality of that pure soul was refined
iron which became attracted to this new magnet. He was a
self-sacrificing moth who circled round the night-illuminating
Candle, a blessed dove who found his way to the garden of
understanding, a thirsty fish who entered the most great Ocean,
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a longing nightingale who hastened unto the rose-garden of the
Beloved of the world.

This is a grace which God bestoweth upon whomsoever He
pleaseth, and God is the possessor of great bounty. Glory be
unto thee, and unto all who are attracted by the fragrances of
holiness and enkindled by the fire ignited in the Tree of man.
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To: Mirza Ibrahim (Qazvin) Davafurush

O fragrance from the gardens of certitude! This is the time of
rising and resurrection, and the moment of passing and blow-
ing. The grace of the Glorious Lord encompasses all and the
bounty of the Ancient Lord is complete. The sea of favors is
surging and the hosts of the Supreme Concourse are helpers
and supporters. [All] the friends of God - the life-giving breeze
of the favors of the Most Merciful Lord perfumes the nostrils of
the spiritual ones, and the outpourings of the Abha Kingdom
make verdant and flourishing the lands of existence and the
realities of beings. The soul-stirring call “We behold you from
Our Most Glorious Horizon and We shall aid whoever arises
to assist Our Cause with hosts from the Supreme Concourse
and a company of favored angels” reaches the ears of aware-
ness. Therefore, O one enamored by the countenance of the
Friend and bewildered in His lane, it is time for you to surge
and swell like the sea, to cast the waves of the remembrance of
God upon the shores of the hearts of created things, to scatter
the pearls of wisdom. And glory and the spirit be upon the
people of glory.
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AB05721

To: Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar

O candle of divine love! That which you sang in Persian
melodies upon the Tree of Love of the Beauty of the All-
Merciful reached the ears of the wanderers in the lane of the
Friend, and was recited in the gatherings of hearts of the
lovers of the Face of the Lord of Majesty.

We raised supplications to the Abha Kingdom and the unseen
realm of eternity that this essence of love might become a man-
ifest sign and an unfurled banner in the elevation of traces and
the shining forth of lights and praise of the Chosen One. May
they be a radiant candle and drink and serve the cup whose
mixture is of camphor. May they become the soaring heights of
mystical knowledge and privy to hidden mysteries. May they
become the breeze of the rose garden of divine unity and the
manifestation of the favors of the Glorious Lord. This is not
difficult for God.

Today we must establish and manifest and realize the station
of servitude as it truly is, with all its conditions and covenants,
in the world of existence. And glory and praise be upon you.
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AB05626

To: Mirza Muhamad Taqi Tabasi

O you who are firm in the Covenant and servant of the Testa-
ment! On the Day of Ridvan, a vast pavilion was erected in
an elevated location facing the Holy Shrine, and at the time of
visitation the friends of God gathered and the divine assembly
was present.

And on the day of your feast, this firm and steadfast one,
‘Abdu’l-Baha, met with all the friends in that tent in the ut-
most joy and delight, and we listened to the verses and tablets.

Praise be to the Ancient Beauty that that day ended and con-
cluded with the utmost glad tidings, remembrance, devotion,
supplication and entreaty to the threshold of the All-Glorious.
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And on your behalf I performed the visitation, placing my face
upon the dust of the threshold and beseeching that you may
abide beneath the pavilion of grandeur in the kingdom of ho-
liness and find shelter and refuge in the shade of the Tree of
Oneness.

5 And upon you be the Glory.
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AB05906

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din)

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! For some time I have not
written anything to you. However much you may complain
and protest, you are right, for at minimum sending a letter
each month is necessary and obligatory, and in every moment
a message is required and essential. But if you knew in what
storm of oppression ‘Abdu’l-Baha is afflicted and in what crisis
of trials and tribulations he is caught, you would surely be
content with one line every age and excuse me.

Despite this onslaught, now that I am about to attain the honor
of visiting the Sacred Threshold where I may find new spirit,
I thought of you and set about writing this letter. On your
behalf I will fall upon the dust of the Sacred Threshold of the

pure Tomb and will perform the visitation by proxy.

Please convey greetings and praise to the honored Afnans of
the Blessed Tree, and likewise to the other friends. Convey my
praise to the Greater and Lesser Holy Leaves.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Coftn B B50d) e ) ¢ A1
}K)J\;JAC‘LZKS‘SRQJ»OT{S
Pl Wl L el | g sl o 52
Lft"t-: L;J})er)y_’ g_,a-b éd\ﬁb de)\
5o eldlas & dla 51 4, foie s 027
3 Slhas O 2 e 5o 9 de li Sl b an
el s et 5 25 0 85T LS
Sol5 yadee 5 Sl

el 22 p3le § OV g ) sl
5 ol 1 sl b dde ) & f~:\iﬂ
Jt?.jw&{ﬁ} ‘Za-\.ﬁjgdﬁ\ad‘&)gﬂ
2l b5 Al sl S oy okt
3

Sy 1S5y Sl foyde OBl Ol am
"4;)_; ‘jt,wj) ;L«u W 9 -\;tﬁjﬁ C)U
Ll 2S5y (G 5 (68 Famdan

INBA87:275, INBA52:279

147


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/ybn.pdf#page=74
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=277
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=281

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB05912

ABO05910

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din)

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! Although numerous letters
have been sent until now, despite this the heart finds no rest,
but rather is attracted to the universal fragrances of love for
the Afnans of the Blessed Tree, to such extent that in all times
and hours it seeks spirit and delight in their remembrance and
becomes joyful in their memory.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty that when the word “Afnan”
passes over the tongue, the sea of love surges and hearts are
set in motion and tumult, [crying] “O God! Establish these Af-
nans of the Tree of the All-Merciful in the Garden of Paradise,
and make these branches of the Blessed Tree into fruitful trees.
Grant growth and development to these saplings of the gar-
den of bounty, and bestow verdancy and freshness upon these
boughs of the Divine Lote-Tree, and keep them firm and stead-
fast in Thy mighty Covenant and Testament. Verily Thou art
the Generous.”
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AB05912

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din)

O noble branch from the Blessed Tree whose root is firm and
whose branch reaches to heaven and yields its fruit in every
season! What you had written was noted. There is no doubt
that your intentions were purely for God. A detailed letter
addressing everyone was written and sent, which you will ob-
serve.

Now the purpose is that, God willing, you will succeed in such
a way that moderation and strengthening of affairs is achieved,
order and connection and protection in all matters becomes
evident, preservation of rights and observation of ranks be-
comes clear, consideration of consequences becomes manifest,
protection of the company in all ranks becomes complete, and
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contentment of hearts and spiritual joy and delight of souls is
preserved to the extent possible.

It is certain that through divine assistance and your effort, all o O o e s S Om Gy 3

these things will be achieved. And upon you be the Glory.
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AB05705

To: Muhammad Khan Sarhang Ardalbashi Nuri

O thou general in the army of salvation and a leader of the
hosts of life everlasting! If thou wouldst direct the armies of
the Kingdom then seek first the Realm of divinity and if thou
wouldst command the hosts of heaven lay down thine own head
first in sacrifice at the feet of the Mystic Beloved. Shouldst
thou desire to enter the cities of men’s hearts unsheathe the
sword of thy utterance and if thou seekest victory in the king-
dom of the spirit mount the steed of detachment in the pathway
of God.

> Verily, thus mayest thou perform acts of high chivalry in the
arena of divine Beauty and in the field of bounty of the Lord of
Glory and mayest become a knight in the tournament of glory
and a mighty player of the ball games of the spirit!

I swear by the lights scintillating from the horizon of the Abha
Kingdom! If thou shouldst obtain such trophies as these thou
shalt be victorious throughout the realm and conquer the seven
regions of God’s kingdom even though to outward seeming
thou shouldst be wandering and homeless in all the places thou
shalt go.
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ABO05839

To: Muhammad Rida

O peerless sapling in the garden of the love of God! Praise God
that thou wert planted in this divine paradise and didst grow
and develop beneath the Lote-Tree of the utmost boundary
through the outpourings of the clouds of the Abha Kingdom,
and didst spring forth beside the stream of unity, and like a free-
standing cypress wert stirred by the breezes of favor and didst
flourish among the green trees through the grace of the Ancient
Beauty, and through the bounty of the divine springtime didst
burst into blossom. Now is the time for fruit and yield, and
the season for the manifestation of what lies hidden in every
tree. Bring forth jewels and scatter delectable fruits.

O Lord! This is a sweet basil plant grown in the gardens of Thy
oneness, and this is a verdant shoot beside the pools of Thy
mercy, and this is a branch that hath grown and flourished in
the groves of Thy singleness. O Lord! Cause it to grow with
a goodly growth until the horizons are perfumed by the sweet
fragrance of its flowers. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the
Generous, the Bountiful, the Merciful.

s o8 de Al Lo Oy e ¢ 6!
BERRCELNEY P ANCTES NUSE {,b
) O Ss Ol 2 5 e foyde b
Sy A ok OB 535 (62,8 Uy 4l
S Fp ol (‘u BUEUURP T
5 M e Ol Gy e dle Sl
o o35 6,58 5 K (A m pa6 Sk
JAO;))@L'CKLAJCM\J.EJoﬁACJJ
Sl fepn s sl a8 4

5 Sadal (2L, o O s Oy s
5 Saglay ool it G ) Sl Vs
o) Saglap p2le G Ly Ly Vs
A o BV e o Lo Bl gl O
A5 aall il S ol Slop b

f}\ NS

HUV2.049

AB05586

To: Najjar, Shukrullah et al.

The father must always endeavour to educate his son and to
acquaint him with the heavenly teachings. He must give him
advice and exhort him at all times, teach him praiseworthy
conduct and character, enable him to receive training at school
and to be instructed in such arts and sciences as are deemed
useful and necessary. In brief, let him instil into his mind the
virtues and perfections of the world of humanity. Above all he
should continually call to his mind the remembrance of God
so that his throbbing veins and arteries may pulsate with the
love of God.

The son, on the other hand, must show forth the utmost obe-
dience towards his father, and should conduct himself as a
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humble and a lowly servant. Day and night he should seek dili-
gently to ensure the comfort and welfare of his loving father
and to secure his good pleasure. He must forgo his own rest
and enjoyment and constantly strive to bring gladness to the
hearts of his father and mother, that thereby he may attain
the good pleasure of the Almighty and be graciously aided by
the hosts of the unseen.
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AB05840

To: Nush

O Nush! O remedy for the afflicted! Give thanks to the pure
Lord that in the divine meadow you have begun to sing and
warble like a lamenting bird, and like the nightingale of the
garden of truth, you have engaged in singing ghazals and melo-
dious songs of inner meanings. In praise of the All-Knowing
God you have given voice eloquently, and in describing and
extolling the Ever-Living, the Almighty, you have arranged
precious odes in poetic verse.

In such a season and springtime you have expressed novel ut-
terances, and in such a century and age you have opened your
lips in boundless praise. What a dawn-bird you were, begin-
ning your song at the proper time, and with spiritual shahnaz
becoming melodious upon the branches of truth. This is the
grace of the Most Glorious Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones.

Therefore now, with harp and tambourine and flute and lute
and oud and strings, strive to raise up the Word of God and
spread the divine fragrances. May you ever drink of this wine.
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ABO05851

To: Rukhsarih from Kaf

O ye two assured and trusting leaves! May you have befitting
patience! May you have befitting patience!

> Those holy souls of the loved ones departed for the kingdom of
existence, and those sanctified lights of the world of creation
ascended to the limitless expanse of the placeless. Souls that
enter beneath the shadow of the Word of unity have taken
a share of the reality of the divine world and attained unto
everlasting life.

But this world is evanescent, for you have witnessed how its
nectar is a deadly poison, its sugar a bitter colocynth, its
refreshment a mirage, and its manifest splendor incalculable
abasement. Happy then is that soul which, like unto a bird of
paradise, breaketh free from the cage of this inferior world and
soareth unto the world of God.

Be not heartbroken and disconsolate, for if ye could perceive
the true state of the deceased, I swear by the Ancient Beauty,
ye would shine with the utmost joy and happiness, for he is in

the blessed garden of intercession and imploring for forgiveness.
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AB05848

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar

O pure and sanctified leaf! The Best-Beloved of the world hath
addressed some of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful as “the
pride of men”. It is therefore clear and evident that in the
Days of God and in the Era of His grandeur, the handmaids of
God will be vouchsafed with such measure of assistance that
they shall surpass men in the arena of true knowledge. Thou
who art a leaf in the rose-garden of Unity, must surge with full
fervor and with all eagerness, like unto the billows of the most
great ocean, and even as the leaves of the tree of attraction be
in ecstasy and motion. Hold in thy grasp the cup of the love of
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God, and kindle the fire of passionate devotion and rapture in
the assemblies of the handmaidens of the Lord. The manifold
favors of God, even as the morning light, are shedding radiance
upon the horizons of the world; wherefore silent? Unloose thy
tongue to celebrate the praise of the All-Sufficing Lord.

Remember the two pure and holy leaves, Qudsiyyih and
Baga’iyyih, the two young daughters of that handmaiden of
God, with the Most Great, Most Wondrous Greeting.
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AB05937

To: Siyyid Muhammad Malmiri

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I lower my wings and humble
myself in the dust of servitude before the might of Thy Di-
vinity and the greatness of Thy Lordship, acknowledging my
errors and my great sins and my abundant shortcomings and
transgressions and misdeeds.

I intercede for another and beseech Thee to forgive Thy ser-
vant who turned to the Dawning-Place of Thy mercy and the
Dayspring of Thy oneness, whose eyes were gladdened by wit-
nessing the signs of Thy unity, who gathered beneath the
banner of Thy uniqueness, who was attracted by the sweet
fragrances of Thy holiness, who was set ablaze with the fire
of Thy love, who remembered Thee in the depths of darkest
nights, who served Thee and prostrated himself upon the dusty
earth in thanksgiving for Thy bounties and blessings, until he
returned unto Thee and sought the gate of Thy mercy and
came before Thee.

O Lord! Forgive him and accept his repentance and pardon
him and cause him to enter the gardens of Thy mercy and grant
him the gift of meeting Thee. Verily Thou art the Pardoner,
the Forgiving, the Merciful, the Generous, the All-Merciful.
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ABO05671

To: Tirandaz, Shahriyar et al.

O two longtime friends! Jinab-i-Amin opened his sweet tongue
in praise of those two precious friends, saying that these two
pure Persian souls are renowned among all the friends for their
truthfulness and devotion to God, and are known for their
uprightness and deserve the utmost love and are worthy of the
highest respect and consideration.

Therefore he requested that I write a letter, that perhaps those
two precious friends may obtain joy and gladness. And al-
though they show perfect diligence and attention in service to
Arbab Bahman, they must show even greater effort and demon-
strate extreme zeal and dedication, for Arbab Bahman is truly
good-natured and kind. They must show him consideration in
all respects, for faithfulness to him is service to the Truth.

May your souls be happy!
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AB05556

To: Urmuzdyar Rustam

O servant of Baha! Sow a seed that will grow into a plant of love
and faithfulness and adorn the rose garden of love and purity.
Let the fountain of truthfulness gush forth and pass around
the honey-filled cup of peace. Let the wine of truthfulness flow
freely at the feast of the world.

Let the East embrace the West, and the beloved of the Orient
become companion to the darling of the Occident, so that di-
verse peoples and varied nations and conflicting communities
and contending tribes may become loving toward one another.
Let the banner of hatred and malice be cast down and the
verse of manifest peace be chanted.
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO05523

Let the expanse of the world, which has become black earth
and darkness from the autumn of warfare and ignorance, be-
come green and verdant through the spiritual springtime of
fellowship and love and peace. Let it bring forth flowers and
blossoms and adorn the garden. Let the furnace of cruelty be-
come the rose garden of faithfulness, and the dunghill of enmity
become the rosebush of love and spirituality.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB05523

To: Wife of Aqa Siyyid Abu-Talib

O handmaiden of God! His honor Siyyid Abu-Talib, praise
be to God, as long as he lived was triumphant - that is, he
arranged the battle lines against the forces of passion with ut-
most might, power and authority, and scattered and dispersed
the forces of doubts and vain imaginings of ill-omened souls.

And truly, his honor Haji Abu-Yishan possessed a divine heart
and a luminous countenance. He had a soul full of glad-tidings
and meanings full of significance. In Iraq, in the presence of
the Luminary of the horizons, he was an accepted servant and
was received with perfect joy in His presence. Ultimate grace
was bestowed upon him and the highest favors encompassed
his condition.

Therefore you, who are a pure leaf, trust in God and in times of
trials show patience and forbearance, so that you may become
a manifestation of ancient grace and the dawning-place of the
bounties of the Great Lord.

Regarding the books, it will be written to his honor Habibullah,
upon him be the Glory of God. And the Glory be upon you
and upon every leaf who is firm in God’s Covenant.
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO05537

AB05493

O my God! These are servants whom You have guided to the
fountain of Your mercy and led to the stream of Your one-
ness and given to drink from the sweet, pleasant, pure spring
through Your mercy and bounty. O Lord! Open unto them
the gates of sanctity and intoxicate them with the pure wine of
oneness and gladden them with the melodies of the birds of the
paradise of Your unity. O You who give to every seeker from
the treasuries of sanctification! Verily You are the Generous,
You are the Great Bestower.

O spiritual friends! The souls who in this age and century
have been raised up under the shade of the Word of Unity
are like trees planted in the Abha Paradise. Therefore they
must, through the bounty of the clouds of mercy, attain such
freshness and delicacy that they adorn the realm of existence
and become the envy of gardens and meadows. And the fruit,
effect, leaves, flowers and blossoms of these trees are the human
perfections, virtues and characteristics, spiritual sanctification
and detachment both inward and outward, divine qualities,
and modern progress.
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O thou survivor and memorial of that martyr beloved of the
Lord of Grandeur!

Whatsoever thou wishest, and whatsoever thou request or say -
all are acceptable in the Court of God. This servant accounteth
the good pleasure of that family a means of attainment unto
the good pleasure of the True One; for the Blessed Beauty
held you in the kindliest regard. Therefore, whatsoever thy
straitened heart wisheth, speak forth!

Since, however, this matter is connected with the Law of God,
this servant cannot breathe a word. For according to the bind-
ing injunction of the Book, ere entering upon one’s fifteenth
year marriage is not permitted. Nomination and betrothal too
should not take place before the wedding: that is, after the
engagement no more than 95 days should pass before the mar-
riage. Likewise the consent of both parties is the first condition;
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AB05549

yet consent before maturity is invalid, while the age of matu-
rity is set at fifteen. Wherefore this servant cannot say aught,

for it would contravene the express prescription of the Law of
God.

Otherwise, by the righteousness of God, I would not spare even
mine own life.
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O servant of God! The essence of divinity in its essential be-
ing is sanctified of all names and attributes, severed from all
attempts to find it. It is beyond all depiction and description.
Recognition in this area is utter loss and trying to comprehend
it is the utmost confusion. Every definition is inadequate and
every depiction useless even such terms as the “invisible of the
Invisibles” and the “Indescribable Essence”.

But in the world of contingence when the lights of Its perfec-
tions and qualities shine these lights reflect in the mirrors of
names and attributes but all names and attributes are in re-
lation to that Essence in the same station. “Whatever Name
ye may call Him He is the possessor of All Beautiful Names”!,
whether Manifest or the Manifester, whether the Seer or the
Seen One, whether the name the Unseen whether the Present

One.

All these names and remembrances and attributes and depic-
tions are in the realm of being and existence and He is the One
Named by all Names and sanctified of all and with this brief
allusion understand what my purpose is.

1Qur’an 17:110.
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ABO05595

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that for
a time thou didst arise to serve the Covenant and Testament
in Mazandaran, and wert confirmed in diffusing the divine fra-
grances throughout those regions. Now thou art headed toward
Khorasan, that thou mayest open the gates of the paradise of
the divine breeze in that clime and guide souls to the straight
path.

2 That country, like musk and ambergris, was always perfumed
with the sweet-scented breeze of the love of God. Now too,
through the power of the Covenant, thou must create such
attraction and ecstasy in that land that minds become bewil-
dered, the Beloved of divine love becomes the ornament of ev-
ery gathering, souls become radiant candles, the feast of sanc-
tification is adorned, and the wine of the knowledge of God
bestirs the world of creation. Today souls must be given the
spirit of life and the fragrance of detachment must be wafted
to their nostrils. Hearts must be purified and sanctified from
the defilement of this ephemeral world so they may become
worthy of the appearance of the most holy effulgences.
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ABO05783

ABO05780

O thou who art illumined by the Greatest Light of Guidance!

When His Holiness Moses hastened to Mount Sinai, he found
the flame of light and declared “I perceive a fire wherein I find
guidance.” His eyes were opened to witness the most great
signs, and with his white hand he illumined the world. Yet the
turbaned ones say that tree was a physical plant in dusty soil,
though in the sacred text it is described as a green tree.

Now praise be to God that you have witnessed that gleam of
guidance and that flame of the greatest bounty from the tree
that is “neither of the East nor of the West,” and have observed
those lights of oneness from the supreme horizon.

The time has come for you to return from the Mount of Reve-
lation with the white hand of supreme guidance, and in every
gathering to shine like a candle so that sightless eyes may be
illumined by the light of guidance and deaf ears may hear the
melody of the Concourse on High.

5 And glory be upon you and upon all who perceive the flash of
the lightning of guidance around the sacred precinct.
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AB05783

O you who are enkindled with the fire of God’s burning flame!
However much you strive with your soul and cry out with your
heart, you will not draw a peaceful breath in this dust-heap,
nor taste the honey of divine favor. How can the pure waters
of Salsabil flow forth from a putrid spring? And how can the
pure spirit become manifest in an earthen body? How can utter
darkness shed illumination, and absolute nothingness display
the splendor of existence?

Therefore, if you seek joy, turn to the delightful realm above,
and if you seek comfort of soul and peace of conscience, make
your way to the most gracious threshold. Seek not the life-
giving breeze save from the source of divine bounty, and search
not for fragrant perfumes save in the gardens of oneness. Desire
not mighty waves save from the ocean of the All-Bountiful Lord,
and hope not for torrential rains of mercy save from the spring
clouds.
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If you thirst for Salsabil, drink from the pure spring, and if you
seek brilliant rays, fix your heart upon the Sun of Truth. The
outpourings of the Abha Kingdom stream forth continuously
from the invisible realm of might, and the assistance of the
Concourse on High pours down successively from all directions.
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O thou who art the object of glances from the eye of the All-
Merciful! One of the ancient servants of the Divine Threshold
wrote a letter to one of the servants of the Sacred Court men-
tioning that wandering and impassioned wayfarer in the desert
of divine love, saying that through his turning to God and be-
ing set ablaze with the fire of the love of God, he had lit a
candle in his heart and, like a moth, burned away his life, and
like the lovers possessed a disturbed mind, and like the mystics
had a free heart.

2 Consider the divine bounty and gift in this Most Great Revela-
tion, that through a single turning, the grace of “I have turned
my face toward Him Who created the heavens and earth, turn-
ing away from all else, and I am not of those who join partners
with God” becomes realized, and through a single attachment
the gift of “And We wished to show Our favor unto those who
were oppressed in the earth, and to make them leaders and to
make them inheritors” becomes manifest.

Open thy tongue in thanksgiving for this bounty and generosity
which hath appeared from the Dawning-Place of the favors of
the sovereign Lord of existence. And the glory be upon thee
and upon every steadfast and firm one.
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ABO05810

O ye who have migrated in the path of God! Though freedom
and ease be the heart’s desire and the soul’s repose, yet to be
distressed and wandering in God’s path is worth more than a
hundred thousand comforts and securities. For this exile and
migration brings forth bounties and continuous mercy in its
wake. The pleasure of repose in one’s homeland and the sweet-
ness of freedom from trials may pass away, but the bounty of
migration in the path of the Most Great Unity remains eter-
nal, continuous and permanent, and from it mighty results are
manifested.

The migration of Abraham caused the appearance of the boun-
ties of the Glorious Lord, and the exile of the Moon of Canaan
became the cause of the splendor of the market of Joseph. The
flight of Moses became the means of beholding the divine burn-
ing fire, and the journey of Jesus was the cause of the manifes-
tation of the Messianic breath. The migration of the Beloved
of Batha was the cause of the exaltation of the Word of the
Light of Yathrib, and the exile and imprisonment of the Blessed
Beauty became the means of the diffusion of the light of the
Orb of Effulgence throughout all regions.

Therefore take ye heed, O ye who are endued with discernment!
And upon thee be glory!
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ABO05870

O ye loved ones of the Abha Beauty!
sacrifice for His loved ones!

May my spirit be a

Happy are ye who are intoxicated from the cup of His favor!
Happy are ye who worship the wine in the tavern of His love!
Ye have entered into the circle of the chosen ones and mingled
with the assembly of the pure ones. Ye have become the birds
of the rose-garden and the lamps of the gathering. This bounty
and essence is within each one like light merged and enfolded
within a candle, and the blazing fire of His servitude is to the
Abha Beauty and steadfastness upon His Covenant. Therefore,
gird up the loins of endeavor and seek to excel in the field of
bounty. Follow the pathway of love and become as dust at the
feet of the divine friends, so that ye may discover the world of
meaning. Unfold the wings of knowledge and soar to the realm

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SN sy g0l Il OLL Gl g A

slad
Kws o il 2l 51 8 W Je L
oy 2 b stilns )3 § W e L
oKL 2 5y ddal 53 Olols sadls s
A ORIl Pl s o8 Ol X
o s o ek p S 03y by
Coose Sisfl sdad s ke 5 gk
ot Bl Bl fs s Ot s o)
Covge Ol 55 5 43y 5 4 &2 el
oy afy St b s A Chles
g e f b s A OLL e

161


http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/238.PDF#page=51

ot

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB05922

of servitude to the Lord God, that ye may behold a vast world
and an extensive space, that ye may journey in the Kingdom
of glory and gather a bouquet from the true rose-garden to
pass before the nostrils of those in the mortal realm, that their
minds may become perfumed.

Olay & g g 5 422K 06 s
U ed b2 5 i ey Oler b,
‘f—b/wg BIEE™Y O}_Oﬁv‘ 23 g
LI Okl plig 5 a0l 55 (£ as

335 frs gles b

INBA72:109

AB05922

O loving Lord! This assemblage turns to Thee, communes with
Thee in supplication, beseeches Thy Kingdom in utter humility,
and seeks forgiveness and pardon.

O God! Make this gathering respected, make these souls holy,
shine forth the lights of guidance, illumine the hearts, make
the souls glad tidings, admit them all into Thy Kingdom, and
make them successful in both worlds.

O God! We are abject - make us mighty. We are powerless -
bestow upon us Thy power. We are poor - make us wealthy
from the treasury of Thy Kingdom. We are ailing - grant us
healing.

O God! Guide us to Thy good-pleasure and sanctify us from
the conditions of self and passion.

O God! Make us firm in Thy love and kind to all creation.
Enable us to serve the world of humanity so that we may serve
all Thy servants, love all Thy creation, and be kind to all hu-
manity.

Thou art the Powerful, the Merciful, the Forgiving, the Great
One.
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O Lord! Praise be to Thee for causing the sun of forgiveness to
shine forth from the dayspring of Thy oneness upon the people
of rebellion. And thanks be to Thee for causing the ocean of
Thy pardon to surge through the winds of beneficence upon
the people of forgetfulness, whereby they were immersed by
Thy grace and forgiveness in that boundless, surging sea.

O Lord! Thou hast reached Thy loved ones through the prece-
dents of Thy mercy, the completeness of Thy favor, the great-
ness of Thy gift, and the magnificence of Thy bestowal and
endowment.

O Lord! Reach Thy servant Baqir through the brilliant light
of Thy mercy, Thy concealing pardon, Thy showering bounty,
and Thy swift forgiveness.

O Lord! He drew sustenance from Thy perfect outpouring,
Thy all-encompassing grace, and Thy radiant light, and his
soul found peace in the rays of Thy countenance spread across
the horizons on the Day of Radiance.

O Lord! Admit him into Thy exalted garden and grant him
eternal life in Thy sheltering paradise. Verily Thou art the
Hearer of Prayer, and verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the
Most Compassionate.
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O thou who art admonished by goodly counsel!

2 By the True God! The Resurrection hath come to pass, and
the great catastrophe hath appeared, and the sun is darkened,
and the heaven is cleft asunder, and the stars are scattered,
and the mountains are swept away, and the Event hath be-
fallen, and the first blast hath resounded, and the second blast
hath followed it, and the earth is stretched out, and the lu-
minous pulpit is set up, and humanity is gathered together,
and He Who sealed what had passed and opened what was
to come hath mounted the pulpit and spoken words of praise,
and proclaimed glad tidings, and counseled humanity, and ad-
vised all created things, and called them to steadfastness in the
Covenant, and warned them against hypocrisy, and cautioned
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them about hearkening to the cawing of crows on the day of
unity.

And verily, thou - hearken to the call of steadfastness and the &l &V dUm, C)x;” AR éﬁ\ o ;ﬁ\} :
;:lswninhg—piacirls of §plend01;i andk b? athf?rald ofdthe (fjoven?}?t f\ By J} S e Bl ol 5
roughout all regions, and make feet firm, and perfume the | 3 . ‘o
nostrils, and call unto thy Lord with wisdom and goodly coun- el “i:uf S d ?‘ ? ru"l” ?
sel. Verily thy Lord will assist thee with legions from heaven Gror s elad) 0 Il a0y S ‘3) ud |
and armies from the Supreme Concourse and hosts from the e ¥ S e s 5 LV e

Abha Kingdom.

And Glory be upon thee. Se sl

INBA72:024

ABO05974

O ye real friends! And ye who are attracted to the Beauty of
God. This is the time of attraction and acclamation and the
period of rejoicing and merry-making.

This is the morn of Glad-tidings! Is it not suffused with light?
The candle of the world is bestowing light upon all the assem-
blages. It is not luminous? The Manifest Orb is slowly rising
from the dawning-place of the Most High! Is it not Glorious?

The Blessed Perfection and the Most Great Name - may my life
be a ransom to his believers, arose in the city of self-sacrifice
like unto the banner of Guidance. While he was under the
chain he was a help to every oppressed. From the Manifest
horizon he shone forth with the rays of trials! In the midst
of the world he withstood the attack of infinite persecutions
so that these withered ones may become enkindled and these
extinguished ones may be set aglow with the Fire of the Love
of God. May we close our eyes to both worlds and be ignited
and burn with the Fire of Longing!

Now O ye spiritual friends! Is it just that we may sit silent, be-
come speechless, sorrowful and pessimistic! No by God! This
is not the attribute of fairness and gratitude but the essence
of unfairness and negligence.

DAS.1913-09-08, ABIE.294, BLO_ PN#007
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AB05986

AB05983

Thy mission in America for the present is this: Thou must
travel as far as possible to every part and pass through cities
and towns, summoning everyone to the Beauty of Abha, raising
the Call of the Kingdom and proclaiming at the top of thy
voice:

“A hundred thousand glad-tidings be upon ye that the Sun
of the Reality of the Beauty of Abha hath shone forth from
the Horizon of the Contingent Being and hath illumined the
regions with the lights of the Most Great Guidance. The reali-
ties of the Old Testament and the Gospel are already fulfilled
and the Mysteries of the Heavenly Books have become mani-
fest. This is the Century of the Merciful One and the Period
of Joy and Gladness. O ye heedless ones, become mindful! O
ye sleeping ones, be awakened! O ye blind ones, become see-
ing! O ye deaf ones, become hearing! O ye dumb ones, become
speakers! O ye dead ones, become living! O ye deprived ones,
take a portion! This is the effulgence of the Merciful and the
moving of the Depthless Sea. This is the outpouring of the
wonderful and new springtime and the falling of the showers
of the Bounty of the Most Great Lord!”

This is thy mission.

SW_ v02#:06 p.006, SW_ v07#01 p.007

AB05986

The days of human existence are like vanishing shadows. In
the utmost rapidity they are brought to a close. From amongst
mankind those who live a heedless life are at the end afflicted
with manifest loss. For the days of their lives will come to a
sudden end with no trace, no leaves, no blossom and no fruit.
They shall remain in the lowest degree and no mention will be
left behind from them. From the Kings to the servants all live
in this path and live in this circle except those souls who are
freed from all the ties.

They are not greedy after comfort nor are they seeking flitting
pleasures. They are not longing for honor, neither are they
chasing the phantasmal pictures of glory and wealth. They
are the devotees (or veterans) of the Blessed Perfection and in
the utmost state of renunciation and evanescence. They are
wanderers over mountains and deserts. They call the people
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to the Kingdom of God and are the cause of the guidance of
the souls. Like unto the candles they are ignited with all the
virtues of the world of humanity.

This is Everlasting Glory! This is Eternal Life! This is the
greatest attainment of the human world! This is the divine
Sublimity of the Creation of God!

DAS.1913-09-01x, BSC.449 #819x, SW_v16#07 p.583x, ABIE.264x,
BLO_ PN#007

AB12036

The meaning is this: Although those ill-mannered ones offered
thee insults and taunts, cursed and reviled thee, and at last
dismissed thee with the greatest disrespect and banished thee
from thy town, it doth not matter. It behoveth thee to of-
fer thanksgiving and praise for having attained to so great a
bestowal, so manifest a bounty.

O servant of Baha! The Ancient Beauty, may my life be sac-
rificed for His loved ones, was repeatedly exiled from one land
to another and banished from one country to the next. Thou
didst follow in the footsteps of the Blessed Beauty and didst
drink a cup from the ocean of His tribulations. May it redound
to your health! God willing, thou wilt drink again from this
brimming, life-giving chalice of joy and wilt partake of this
delectable sweetmeat. Delight therein!

BRL_ATE#114

ABU1984

King Solomon was a truthful man. One day a person sought
his protection: he wanted Solomon to safeguard him against
an enemy who was on his track.

Solomon happened to be carrying a large basket on that day.
He told the man to get into the basket and the man did as he
was told. Then Solomon put the basket on his head. Soon the
man’s enemy came to Solomon and asked him if he had seen
the man.

Solomon said, “Yes, he is in the basket on my head.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

NJB_ v12#03 p.061

166


https://bahai-library.com/pdf/s/sohrab_diary_letters_1913-1914_04.pdf#page=18
http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_16/Issue_7
http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~bahai/diglib/books/P-T/S/sohrab/ABE/ABE.htm
https://bahai-library.com/sohrab_abdul-baha_egypt
http://www.bahai.org/r/910337835
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_12/Issue_3

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX) ABU2029

The enemy said, “Come on, man, this is not a time for joking.”
Solomon responded, “The truth is what I have told you.”
The enemy did not believe him and resumed his chase.

Then Solomon told the man that his enemy was gone and that
he could come out of the basket.

The man said, “By the Almighty, Solomon, I almost expired
from fear. Why did you tell him that I was in the basket on
your year?”

Solomon said, “Deliverance is in truthfulness. Had I told him
differently, he would not have believed me and would have
probably killed both of us.”

STAB#009

ABU2029

It is a wonderful, priceless boon to be a vessel carrying food
from God. It cannot be bought with gold.

The first condition of a religious teacher is to believe in God;
the second to turn his face toward God; the third to be sev-
ered from aught else save God. Such teachers will constitute
illumined lamps of guidance, the stars of the heaven of mercy,
trees of the orchard of Abha, flowers of the garden of mystery
and torches of the path of salvation.

The intention of the teacher must be pure, his heart indepen-
dent, his spirit attracted, his thoughts at peace, his resolution
firm, his magnanimity exalted, and in the love of God a shin-
ing torch. Should he become as such his sanctified breath will
affect even the rock; otherwise there will be no result whatever.
As long as a soul is not perfected how can he efface the defects
of others? Unless he is detached from aught else save God how
can he teach severance to others?

Teaching the cause of God is not only through the tongue;
it is through deeds, a good disposition, happiness of nature,
kindness, sympathy, good fellowship, trustworthiness, holiness,
virtue, purity of ideals and lastly, speech.

LOG#1998x, SW_ v14#02 p.060
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ABU2030

There must be amongst the believers of God the greatest
amount of love. The friends of God must be willing to sacrifice
their lives for each other; their love must attain such heights
of idealism and self-abnegation. If such a state becomes
realized, then this Cause has given its results; but if it does
not attain to this summit of renunciation, then the Cause has
not produced any fruit. The fruit of this Tree is Love.

The aim of the appearance of all the Prophets - the Manifes-
tations of the holy, divine verities, the revelations of the holy
Scriptures has been for the creation of love in the hearts of
men.

His Holiness, Baha’u’llah, underwent all vicissitudes and trials
in order that hearts might be cemented together. You must
love each other very much.

The believers of God must become distinguished from all the
rest of the world through their deeds. One of these deeds is
love. By observing them, men must be astonished and wonder
at this love existing amongst the believers of God, exclaiming
rapturously, “What attraction! What affection! How they are
united together! How they have become the expression of one
spirit and the emanation of one heart!”

SW_ v16#04 p.505

ABU2031

The darkness of this gloomy night shall pass away. Again the
Sun of Reality will dawn from the horizon of the hearts. Have
patience - wait, but do not sit idle; work while you are waiting;
smile while you are wearied with monotony; be firm while ev-
erything around you in being shaken; be joyous while the ugly
face of despair grins at you; speak aloud while the malevolent
forces of the nether world try to crush your mind; be valiant
and courageous while men all around you are cringing with
fear and cowardice. Do not yield to the overwhelming power
of tyranny and despotism. Serve the cause of democracy and
freedom. Continue your journey to the end.

The bright day is coming. The nucleus of the new race is form-
ing. The harbinger of the new ideals of international justice is
appearing. The trees of hope will become verdant; the copper
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of scorn and derision will be transmuted into the gold of honor
and praise; the arid desert of ignorance will be transformed
into the luxuriant garden of knowledge, the threatening clouds
shall be dispelled and the stars of faith and charity will again
twinkle in the clear heaven of human consciousness.

BSC.548 #0990, SW_v09#13 p.141

ABU2038

Once Imam Hasan and Imam Husayn both became ill. Their
parents, His Holiness Imam ‘Ali and His wife Fatimih, vowed
to fast when their children recovered. After some time the
children became well and their parents fasted for three days.
On the first day they baked four pieces of barley bread, one
for each: ‘Ali, Fatimih, Hasan and Husayn. When the time
arrived for them to break the fast, they heard someone at the
door.

They asked after the identity of the visitor. It was a beggar,
so they gave him all the bread and broke their own fast with
water. On the second day the same thing happened. At the
time of eating, someone knocked on the door and said that he
was a slave. The four pieces of bread were given to him.

On the third day there was again a knock on the door and
the man declared that he was homeless. As before, he received
all the bread. Thus was revealed a verse in the Qur’an direct-
ing the faithful to be generous towards the poor, the captive
and the homeless and to give preference to these people over
themselves.

STAB#006
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AB06499

AB06423

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

O my well-beloved, deeply spiritual sister! Day and night thou
livest in my memory. Whenever I remember thee my heart

swelleth with sadness and my regret groweth more intense.

Grieve not, for I am thy true, thy unfailing comforter. Let
neither despondency nor despair becloud the serenity of thy
life or restrain thy freedom.

These days shall pass away. We will, please God, in the Abha
Kingdom and beneath the sheltering shadow of the Blessed
Beauty, forget all these our earthly cares and will find each one
of these base calumnies amply compensated by His expressions
of praise and favour.

From the beginning of time sorrow and anxiety, regret and
tribulation, have always been the lot of every loyal servant of
God. Ponder this in thine heart and consider how very true
it is. Wherefore, set thine heart on the tender mercies of the
Ancient Beauty and be thou filled with abiding joy and intense
gladness...
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AB06499

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Eqypt

Dear sister, beloved of my heart and soul!l The news of thy
safe arrival and pleasant stay in the land of Egypt has reached
me and filled my heart with exceeding gladness. I am thankful
to Baha’u’llah for the good health thou dost enjoy and for the
happiness He hath imparted to the hearts of the loved ones in
that land.

Shouldst thou wish to know of the condition of this servant
of the Threshold of the Abha Beauty, praise be to Him for
having enabled me to inhale the fragrance of His tender mercy

and partake of the delights of His loving-kindness and blessings.

I am being continually reinforced by the energizing rays of
His grace, and feel upheld by the uninterrupted aid of the
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AB06498

victorious hosts of His Kingdom. My physical health is also
improving.

God be praised that from every quarter I receive the glad-

tidings of the growing ascendancy of the Cause of God, and veedo e Slg &=

can witness evidences of the increasing influence of its spread.... ) ‘
BHKP_ 2404

BHK_ 2404

AB06498

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum

O thou my affectionate sister! d,i:w\ Baas L

God be praised, according to what we hear the climate in that
land hath proved not unfavourable. It is to be hoped that out
of the grace of the Blessed Beauty thy illness will be completely
cured and thou wilt return in the best of health, so that once
again I may gaze upon that wondrous face of thine.

Write thou a full account of thy condition by every post, for
I am most anxious for news of thee. Let me know if thou
shouldst desire anyone from here to come to thee, that I may
send the person along — even Munirih — so that thou wilt not
be homesick.

That thou shouldst spend a few days of peace and rest, is my
dearest wish.

5 We here, God be thanked, are all enjoying the best of health.
I have been better lately, and sleeping well at night. Rest
assured.
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AB06322

AB12062

To: Hadrat-i-Afnan, in Abadih

Concerning the honored House, the loosed and sacred Sanc-
tuary, the place of circumambulation for the Concourse on
High—may the souls of the sincere be offered up for its holy
Threshold—thou hadst written. Give most careful attention to
this matter of supreme importance; devote thyself to it with ut-
most heart and soul; ponder upon it night and day; and strive
that ever greater tokens of surpassing reverence may be shown.
The more honored it is made, the better. In honoring it, be
not content with the measure of mere sufficiency, save in any
matter that might give rise to mischief or stir up the ignorant
and malevolent. In this matter one must act with wisdom.

For example, should it be possible for that holy Threshold
to be swept with the lashes of the eye, and should no harm
result therefrom, then assuredly it should be swept with the
eyelashes. Were it possible, this servant would hasten thither
with the utmost eagerness and longing, and would wash that
Threshold with his own tears. From this utterance, consider
how greatly one must exert oneself in this matter of highest
importance.
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AB06322

To: Spiritual Assembly of Kushkik, in Abadih

O ye who have turned to God in this witnessed Day, this
praiseworthy century, and this age of the King of existence,
when the lights of the emanations of the invisible Kingdom
have illumined the realm of being: Give thanks that you have
attained to that which was destined and achieved that which
was ordained. You have drunk the crystalline cup tempered
with camphor from the hand of the Cup-bearer of “Am I not?”
and become intoxicated in the feast of servitude at the Holy
Threshold, dancing and moving about.

This is the meaning of “He singles out for His mercy whomso-
ever He pleases.” This is the reality of “Thou givest sovereignty
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to whomsoever Thou pleasest.” This is the verse “That is God’s
bounty; He gives it to whom He will.”

In any case, in thanksgiving for this endless eternal blessing,
associate with people with divine attributes and qualities, and
don the robe of sanctity, that you may become the cause of the
exaltation of God’s Cause and your own ancient glory.
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AB11918

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Akka

He is the All-Desired One! O divine youth! The effect of the
truth-depicting pen which was about the servitude at the Sa-
cred Threshold - a description of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s condition -
was observed. From the glad tidings of deputizing in pilgrim-
age, utmost joy was attained. The reality of existence bowed
its head in prostration with praise that, thanks be to God,
we have acceptable deputies for visiting the Threshold of the
Friend, and we have found representatives of intense suppli-
cation in acquiring holy bounties. At this time my soul has
received glad tidings, has received the promise of ecstasy and
joy. You entered that rose garden of divine favors and my
senses became perfumed; you witnessed those lights and my
eyes became illumined. And for the earth there is a share from
the cup of the noble ones. In any case, convey the Most Great,
Most Wondrous greetings to all the travelers to the Ancient
Beauty, the guests of the Greatest Name, and the devoted res-
ident servants of the Most Generous Lord.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

SE A Gy Ol ) paille
JJ\AA QL.«!\ ;,u.))& QL DL {JKJM—\A,
)\ J.‘:f da>Me 5y s L?J\.\.& J samy
e O e Sl Only o <l UJL‘“
Jﬁ-\:{:\f 3 Pread J}")v“-’"\”;
Jsa2e b.)\j Caigd Oz, Sy 4
s Oliosd OIS s ol o3I
Flo 0l ;,\ e AN
);Lrub uj..we} dery Fod s adl Oyl
Jk_gp ‘Jﬁ rLM .)d-\aﬂ Jo\b dUaj\ u.mK O\
RN w‘K RT3 LISy
(w\ S 5 0 Il oy plas &= 3
PRCE) (f\ < Gusls Okl (,.E;\

A6 B ) gl

INBA79.019b

173


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-143.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v079/?page=3

Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB06445

ABU2119

in Akka

As to your art, it is one of the teachings of Baha’u’llah that art
is identical with an act of worship, and you must go on with
your art and improve in it; and through this very Cause you
will be able to make great progress in your art, for you will
be helped from Above. Say, ‘I have two arts, one physical the
other spiritual. The physical one is that I draw the images of
men; my spiritual art is that I draw the images of the angels,
and I hope that at last I shall be able to draw pictures of the
perfections of God. My physical art will at last end, but my
spiritual art is everlasting. My physical art can be done by
many, but my spiritual art is not the work of everyone.

Can you paint upon the page of the world the ideal pictures of
the Celestial Concourse? The pictures which are in the ideal
world are eternal. I wish you to become such an artist. Man
can paint those ideal pictures upon the tablet of existence with
the brush of deeds.

SW_ v14#06 p.177

AB06445

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Alexandria

O thou wondrous branch of the Divine Lote Tree! Although
there is no opportunity whatsoever to express love and affec-
tion, not a minute of rest nor a moment of peace, despite this
the holy fragrances of the Divine Lote Tree so stir and attract
the reality of being that one is compelled involuntarily to re-
member, think of and recall its branches.

By the life of God, this is among God’s greatest gifts! What
you had written became known. Through the favors of the
Sovereign of existence, it is hoped that you will progress day
by day in all things until it becomes evident and manifest that
you have grown from the Sacred Lote Tree.
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There is no further opportunity to write. O God! Make this
fresh and verdant branch full of freshness and grace in the
spiritual garden.
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AB06312

To: Nazar Ali Khan (Darakhsh), in Baghistan

Let his honor Nazar-‘Ali Khan, upon him be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious, take note. O thou who art enkindled with
the fire of the love of God! It is night, and a group from outside
and inside are present, each occupied with some matter, while
this servant is engaged in remembering thy face and character,
and is restless. At this moment, the chief mujtahid of the
city is present, and the mufti of the country has entered and
announced the confirmation of the Ramadan feast. They are
in celebration and excitement, in joy and delight, while this
servant, with weeping eyes and a burning heart, recites this
verse:

“It is the season of festival, yet we are hopeless of seeing the
Beloved

The world is in feasting and drinking, while we have tear-filled
eyes”

However, this weeping is the source of laughter, and this grief
and sorrow is the pride of all joys. In all conditions we are

occupied with remembering thee. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB06058

To: Ali Nagi, son of Rida Usku’i et al., in Baku

O servants of Truth, your letters were received. There is no
opportunity for individual replies, therefore one letter is being
written in response.

O Jinab-i-Aqga ‘Ali-Nagqi, it is hoped from God’s grace that
He will make you independent of all save Him and make you
a manifestation of the day when “God will render everyone
independent through His abundance.”

O Jinab-i-Aqga ‘Abbas-‘Ali, the intention you have is very ap-
propriate - there is no better work than for a person to become
the cause of comfort, ease and livelihood for the friends of God,
and “excellent is the reward of the sincere ones.” I hope that
you will remain firm and steadfast in the love of God.

O Jinab-i-Muhammad-Taqi, I beseech from the threshold of
the Most Holy One abundant blessings for you so that the
means of expanded livelihood may be provided. Verily my
Lord is the Generous Giver.
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AB11755

To: Aga Hasan (Badkubih), in Baku

O thou who art illumined by the rays of the Sun of the Abha
Kingdom!

> This is among the signs of the grace of these days that souls
who have spent a hundred years studying and discussing sci-
ences and arts have been entirely deprived of divine bounties
due to pride and arrogance, while blessed souls who are hum-
ble, suppliant and lowly have attained and been blessed - they
have arrived at the shore of the Most Great Sea, reached the
fountain of the water of life, tasted the sweetness of the love of
God, have risen like guiding stars from the horizon of knowl-
edge, and reposed in the shade of the Divine Lote Tree - so that
the mystery of “your lowest are your highest” might become
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manifest and the sign of God’s bounty might become known
and celebrated.

Blessed art thou, and excellent is thy final abode. And the
glory be upon thee.
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AB12037

To: Masum-Ali Lari Farhat Thabit, in Bandar Abbas

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and its purpose became clear and evident. If the pen of this
servant has shown any shortcoming in writing, it was due to
countless obstacles. However, the connection of heart and soul
remains like a firm foundation and solid basis, constant and
established. There is absolutely no cooling in the heart’s at-
tachment. Rather, night and day I turn to the highest horizon
and beseech utmost joy for the spiritual friends.

You who are wandering in the desert of the love of God must
keep that heart connection in view, for it is the continuous
medium and perpetual communication. Strive as much as you
can to waft the fragrance of the love of God to the nostrils
of all the world. This is today the attractive force of divine
confirmations.

Moreover, give glad tidings to all the friends of the freshness
and delicacy of the divine rose garden. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB06143

To: Ali Muhammad Shirazi, in Bombay

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received
and from its contents it became known that this journey was
fruitful, for thou didst free a noble soul of India from the bonds
of veils and became the cause of his seeing, hearing and eternal
life. His Holiness Muhammad, peace be upon Him, said to His
Holiness the Prince (Ali), peace be upon him: “O Ali, if God
guides a soul through thee, it is better for thee than red camels.”
The meaning is that if thou guidest a soul, it is better than
attaining the utmost wealth, bounty and riches.

Now praise be to God that thou hast achieved this, and I hope
thou wilt be assisted to guide others. A letter in reply to Sa’id
al-Hassan Khan was written and is enclosed. Deliver it.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abbas.

Ogame 3| 5 Aoy & 2aal Olg;, 2 B ()
s 15y 035 AL e o § 435 psles
ST Ol 43 31 1y Oliwsdis OESI5T 3
faul Ol Qlsd 5 Gl s o048
rwbs,uwcdwoﬂ}@;fﬁ
OV o b b n L e ol &
rﬁ\ﬁy&yw&a&\s%
Fe QU s |y s $1 ] 5 paie
Gl Camiy @) Sl § il O

eolsdal a5 76 ol 5 & aH e

ile

w%\ ;\:ﬁl\ &:J‘CJ .

INBAS8T7:388a, INBA52:398b

AB06006

To: Aga Siyyid Ali Lahuri, in Bombay

O my God, my God! Thou hearest my crying in the depths
of night and my wailing in the morning and evening hours. I
supplicate Thee during my prayer and devotions with a wan-
dering heart and flowing tears and a throbbing breast. O Lord,
remove from the horizon of my hopes the clouds of my troubles
and sorrows, and light within the niche of my heart and the
glass of my spirit the lamp of my hope and the light of my
desires, that I may give thanks to Thee in my dawn and dusk
hours and praise Thee in my night and day.

O Lord, I am sick and Thy love is the healing of my illness; I am
thirsty and Thy grace is the quenching of my thirst; I am burn-
ing and Thy mercy is the cooling of my anguish. O Lord, grant
me the cup of bounty and let me taste the sweetness of Thy for-
giveness in the abyss of error, and save me from estrangement
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and fulfill for me the measure of faithfulness. Verily Thou art
the Generous, and verily Thou art the Great, and verily Thou
art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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AB06461

To: Unknown, in Bombay

O Forgiver! The wise servant of the court, Gushtasp, turned

his face from this dark world and hastened to the realm above.

He was freed from the nonexistence of life and sought eternal
existence. Like a wise bird he became detached from the snare
and grain, and flew to the rose garden of mystery.

O Lord! Teach him supplication and prayer, forgive his sins,
kindle the lamp of bounty, and burn away the veil of vain
imaginings.

O Creator! He was freed from the world of dust - grant him
passage to the pure world. He tasted the poison of nonexistence
- let him drink the cup of existence.

O Lord! That wise one rent his collar in love for You, so grant
him a place in Your heaven. He tore away the veil of vain
imaginings and flew to the world above, attained to the divine
presence and his eyes were illumined. You are the Bestower
and the Kind, and You are the Giver of joy to heart and soul.
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AB06131

To: Surush, in Bushihr

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Open the ear of awareness
that you may hear the herald of the Concourse on High and
become so enthused that at the feast of the Covenant you may
drink the cup of the All-Merciful and create revelry in the
divine gathering with that heavenly wine. May you become a
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divine herald and a servant with ear-ring at the Threshold of
the All-Merciful. Strive to serve as much as you can so that
divine aid and assistance may become your companion and
you may become the invisible caller and an angel of the Abha
Kingdom. How well it has been said:

“Come back from the decree of separation that you may be-
come unified,

According to the decree by which Ahriman became Surush”

Ahriman is the Covenant-breaker and dweller in the cradle.
God willing, may the entrance of Surush cause the exit of Ah-
riman, not the exit of Ahriman cause the entrance of Surush.
It will be written to Egypt that books should be sent by post.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11750

To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Faran

O maidservant of God! Be not sorrowful, be not grieved, and
scratch not thy face. Make no lamentation, do not weep, do not
wail. You are not alone, nor are you friendless; you are not in a
strange land, nor are you a foreigner. You are under the glance
of divine favor and protected in the shelter of preservation and
protection.

The Beauty of Abha is your support and shelter, and the Great-
est Name is your refuge and haven. Though that bird of the
garden has taken flight to the sanctified realm, praise be to
God, the Lord of bounties, through the breaths of favor and
the power and might of divinity, He is your helper and sup-
porter.

Be confident and at rest, for the messenger of the favor of
the Supreme Concourse will arrive, and solace from the Abha
Kingdom will manifest, and the morn of spirit and delight will
dawn, and Shah Khalilullah will glory with heart and soul in
serving and caring for you.
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AB11749

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani

O prisoner of tests and trials! Afflictions have descended upon
you like pouring rain one after another. Praise be to God
that your patience and endurance have been unmatched and
unprecedented.

But do not be saddened - ‘Abdu’l-Baha shares and partakes
in the afflictions that have befallen you. Although this shar-
ing is unbearable, it brings great joy. Praise be to God these
great calamities have not caused the friends to falter - on the
contrary, Faran is in eruption. The oppressors will certainly
receive their due punishment.

Convey to His Honor Jalal and other brothers and family mem-
bers, and to other loved ones, most enthusiastic, longing, loving
and kind greetings from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

This dust shall not endure - surely this dense cloud will disperse
and the luminous morn shall bring light.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12430

To: Baha’is of Hamadan

O friends of the Most Glorious Beauty! The horizon of all
horizons is illumined with the light of the Covenant, and the
realm of existence has become a rose-garden of the Kingdom.
The lights are shining forth and the signs are spreading. The
melodies of the birds of holiness are ascending, and the ban-
ners of the exaltation of the Word of God are manifest from
the horizon of being. The lovers are in ecstasy and delight, and
those enraptured are in attraction and joy. The thirsty ones
are at the shore of the endless sea, and the seekers are at the
table of grace and the feast of bounty. But alas and a hundred
times alas that the frozen ones are lifeless and the withered
ones are companions of boundless regret. Despite the fact that
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the outpouring of grace encompasses all, and the bounty of
the Most Glorious Kingdom surrounds both the great and the
lowly, and the melody of the Supreme Concourse reaches the
ears of both young and old, still there is coldness and lifeless-
ness and lethargy that has encompassed those who are frozen.
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AB06049

To: Muhammad Javad Naraqi, in Hamadan

O sign of generosity of the King of existence! Some time ago
a letter was sent and a string of pearls was scattered, and a
word from the tablet of the mysteries of the love of God was
revealed.

Now too, as the sea of faithfulness has surged and the musk-
scented breeze of divine friendship has wafted from the highest
horizon, the heart has come into ecstasy and motion and the
soul into rapture and glad tidings.

The pen of remembrance has been taken up to write a letter in
memory of that wanderer in the desert of divine love, that he
might don a new garment and open new eyes and find a fresh
spirit and kindle an immeasurable heat and raise a cry, tear his
garment, lift up the voice of mystery, adorn a gathering and
bring forth fruit, roll up his sleeve and arise to that which is
worthy and befitting of these days.
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AB06504

To: Aga Muhammad, in Hindiyan

O thou who hast turned thy face purely towards God!

The honored Shaykh Salman, like high-soaring birds from that
land and region, spread his wings and arrived in this Most
Great Prison, the nest of wandering birds. He brought news
from that land and clime that, praise be to God, there are
souls in that territory who have faces radiant as the shining
moon and blessed beings like the mercy of the All-Merciful -
they are believers and assured ones, confident and acknowledg-
ing, occupied with the remembrance of God and familiar with
praising the All-Merciful.

This news brought complete joy and perfect spirit and fra-
grance. We hope from God that day by day the friends will
increase and that the loved ones, like the trees of a garden, will
grow branches and roots and remain firm in the covenant.
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AB06009

To: Fatimih Bagum (Daughter of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

My God, my God! This is one of Thy handmaidens and a leaf
from the leaves of the Tree of Thy oneness. She hath believed
in Thee and in Thy verses, hath testified to Thy words, and
hath allied herself with the Temple of martyrdom in Thy path.

O Lord! Every affliction hath befallen her in Thy love, and she
hath borne every hardship in her turning toward the Dayspring
of Thy Revelation. The earth, despite its vastness, became
strait for her in her lifetime through the intensity of Thy tests,
yet she remained firm, steadfast, patient, and resolute, with-
standing all these calamities and tribulations with patience and
gratitude, supplicating and beseeching Thy Kingdom.

O Lord! Pour upon her the cups of Thy favors and bounties,
intoxicate her with the wine of Thy bestowals, gladden her with
Thy most excellent favors, bring joy to her with Thy greatest
gifts, and name the apple of her eye “Hasan” in the Kingdom
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of Names, and make him one of Thy gifts. Verily, Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful, the All-Bountiful.
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AB06148

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The glances of the
eye of divine providence have always encompassed all, and the
countenance of bounty will ever look upon all. Be confident.
The assistance of the peerless Lord is pervasive and His grace
and favor are complete. A dewdrop of this favor is decreed and
a portion of this gift is ordained.

Though a certain sun shineth not in this world, in the world
of God it will become evident, and in the domain of the King-
dom it will become endlessly apparent, for this world hath not
the capacity to manifest such gifts. Just as the uterine world
did not have the capacity to manifest the divine gifts of hear-
ing, vision, smell, taste, and perception, so likewise this dark
and narrow world hath neither the capacity nor the means to
manifest all the limitless perfections.

God willing, thou shalt always be assisted and confirmed.
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AB06102

To: Mirza Sadiq (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O thou true servant of the Abha Beauty! Although some time
hath passed ere our last exchange of correspondence, yet thine
illumined conscience is aware, and doth bear me witness, that
no moment have I rested without thinking of thee; and ever
have I turned my face unto the Threshold of Oneness, tear-
fully imploring that thou mightest be under all circumstances
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AB06462

a model of servitude unto the Essence of Oneness, and occu-
pied with whatsoever is graceful, lasting and becoming. Praise
be to God that thou art assisted and confirmed, and the object
of the glances of His loving-kindness.

2 Thou didst write concerning the translation of the two holy and
pure temples from their present location to the frequented fane.
Having regard to the need for wisdom, such a measure is not
at present permissible, for the people of enmity and rancour
lie in ambush, whilst the malevolent lurk in hidden corners.
Upon the slightest pretext they would arise to desecrate the
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sepulchre. Yet in future - that is, erelong - it will fall out
happlly NNY.116
AB06462

To: Mirza Sadiq (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

As the saying goes, a believing woman, Babajan, is now present
with her radiant mother-leaf. Both are silent and quiet, but an-
other became the interpreter of their inner secret and revealed
the hidden and protected mystery that a letter was written to
Babajan and, in order to deliver it, a brief note was requested.
I immediately wrote this missive and lifted the veil from the
hidden secret of the heart: O my spiritual friend and my true
companion, be happy for we are happy thinking of you.

> Please convey the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings to
His Honor Aqga Mirza Jalal. In all matters and conditions we
are mindful of them and we beseech God for their success in
spirit and joy, and glory be upon him.
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AB06225

AB06353

To: Muhammad Ali Khan, in Isfahan

O thou who art stirred by the outpourings of the All-Merciful!

> In the assemblage of the world there is a tremendous tumult,
and intense agitation and distress, with cries and lamentations
reaching to the zenith of heaven. There are moans and groans
resounding through the highest heaven. There is anguish and
affliction companion to every heart, and famine and drought
prevailing in most countries of the world. There is turmoil and
sedition in every region and territory.

Yet all are heedless of the causes and reasons, and oblivious to
the wisdom and purpose. The body of the world is sick and
the form of creation is ailing, while skilled physicians are con-
sidered worthless and despised by the patients. These patients
flee from the physicians, and these sufferers are incurable.

Therefore one must strive with one’s soul - first make the pa-
tients aware of their illness and awaken them to knowledge of
the physicians. Then they will be free and delivered from the
malady.

And the glory be upon thee.
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AB06225

To: Murshid Aga, in Isfahan

O wayfarer on the path of guidance! A hundred thousand spiri-
tual guides appeared in the world, each claiming guidance and
salvation and asceticism and success. They were wandering
in the valley of error while claiming to show the way. They
were wolves who appeared in shepherds’ clothing. They were
the darkness of misguidance while the name of the light of
guidance was upon their tongues.

Now, praise be to God, you have been guided by the light of
guidance and have followed the Lord of the righteous. You have
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AB06120

become the embodiment of guidance and repeatedly become
as honey. Therefore, in gratitude for this bounty, take up the
shepherd’s staff and begin shepherding. Gather together some
sheep and start a flock - that is, guide the divine sheep in the
meadow of truth and feed them from the fragrant flowers of
knowledge and wisdom.
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AB06120

To: Baha’is of Ishtihard

O Kind Lord! Make these friends of Yours detached from
stranger and kin alike, and make them intimate companions
with the fragrances of the gardens of Your Abha Kingdom.
Brighten their eyes with the vision of the lights, make their
souls flower gardens, their hearts gardens of faithfulness, and
their breasts fountainheads of the outpourings of the Con-
course on High.

Bestow abundantly the Holy Spirit’s grace and freely grant
the power of the Faithful Spirit, so that Your loved ones may
arise to serve You with celestial might, heavenly power, divine
sovereignty, heavenly confirmation, celestial hosts, a merciful
breath, divine bounty, the white hand of Moses, the breath
of Christ, the friendship of Abraham, the love of Muhammad,
the beauty of Joseph, the longing of Jacob, and the patience
of Job.

Lord, assist them in this. Verily, You are the Mighty, the

Powerful.
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AB06466

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil), in Istanbul

O Shaykh! Upon you be the glory of God, His bounty, His
generosity and His mercy.

Since it has been some time that we have not revealed the
secrets of hearts through written traces, and have not spread
the musk-fragrance of spiritual love through pages and tablets,
therefore in this hour when the jewels of generosity are in joy
and delight from the breezes of remembrance of that beloved
one, a brief note is being written.

At all times the glances of the All-Merciful eyes fall upon you
and the infinite favors of the Divine Unity encompass you.
We hope from divine confirmations that you will become the
dawning-place of universal services and the rising-point of the
conditions of grace and beneficence.

Aga Muhammad-Rahim is departing - deliver the enclosed let-
ters to Nuri Bey when no one is with him, and likewise the
mirror and the box.
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AB06158

To: Mirza Bagir et al., in Jafarabad

O ye steadfast ones! You celebrated the festival days in that
blessed village with the utmost joy and gladness, and attained
happiness and success. Well is it with you that you were en-
abled to carry out the divine ordinance and held festivities in
that blessed village and arranged a joyous feast. I hope that
through the favors of the Desired One you will daily increase
in love and attraction.

The completion of the dome for the martyrs of Abarqu - upon
them be prayers and mercy from their Lord - will be among
the good deeds and a cause of eternal glory.
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AB06326

To: Baha’is of Kakin, in Kakan

O ye who are nigh unto the threshold of God! Your names are
mentioned amongst the Concourse on high, ye are well-known
in the Kingdom of Abha, and your attributes are lauded by
the tongues of the people of sanctity, for ye have believed in
Him Who is the Lord, the Most High, acknowledged the truth
of the Manifestation of God, set your faces towards the King-
dom of Abha, taken hold of the sure Handle, quaffed from the
chalice of certitude, and clung to the firm Cord. Ye are im-
mersed in the ocean of bounty and set aglow with the light
of faith. Each one of you, in the scroll of the glorious, is first
in the book of guidance, and chief amongst the god-fearing
in the most exalted Paradise. Know ye the value of this con-
summate bounty, and regard yourselves as sheer nothingness,
complete poverty, and utter weakness. Whosoever becometh
more evanescent becometh more lasting, and whosoever be-
cometh poorer becometh richer. Honor is commensurate with
affliction, and greatness in proportion to lowliness. This is the
characteristic of God’s well-favored ones and the attribute of
those who are virtuous. The glory of God rest upon you.
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AB06099

To: Mirza Mahmud Khan Mustufi, in Khurasan

O faithful servant of the Greatest Name! His Holiness Haydar-
Qabli-‘Ali broke bread with you, yet you both won while I
lost. What justice is this and what fairness? I need an arbiter
- O God, whom shall I make my judge? However, since the
outcome of this winning and losing became the life of souls,
therefore I accepted this penalty with utmost joy, and if there
should be any deficiency in settling the account, I shall take
responsibility for that as well. Now the matter has fallen into
your hands - whatever you command shall be carried out.

Praise be to God, your face is radiant with the light of the
love of God, your nature is like the breeze of a rose garden,
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your heart is a mirror reflecting the light of divine knowledge,

S 5 0l 5 Ao LAl s Sy

and your spirit is gladdened by the gifts of the Covenant. And e P 4:>¢_J\
upon you be greetings and praise.

MSHRS3.203
AB06299
To: Mulla Muhammad Rafi (Khayrul-Qura), in Khurasan
O thou who art turned unto God! & Jdi 4;}.; gl 1

> The Beloved of Abha, with a face like the shining moon and
a beauty like the radiant sun, unveiled Himself and lifted the
veil in the gathering of contingent beings. Through His light

He illumined the horizons of the kingdom of earth and heaven.

With cup in hand at the feast of “Am I not?” He intoxicated
the friends with the wine of supreme bounty. Such passion
and yearning did He cast into the heart of the horizons that
its flames reached to the heights of the Concourse on High.

Then He passed round the cup of the Covenant and caused the
lovers to surge and cry out. He raised a clamor throughout all
regions and caused the foundations of the people of discord to
quake.

Now a few deprived ones have cooked up a vain fancy that
they might remove this life-giving intoxication from the minds
of those inebriated at the feast of the Covenant. Alas! Alas!
How deluded they are!
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ABO06175

AB06355

To: Mutamanas-Saltanih Sabzivari Mustashar Daftar, in Khurasan

O Mu’tamin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The Supreme Lord has de-
posited within human reality a most great sign. Some proved
trustworthy and preserved this divine trust with the utmost
effort and protection, while others proved ungrateful and be-
trayed the trust - that is, they squandered that gift.

Praise God that you proved trustworthy and that divine trust
remained preserved and protected, and like a hidden pearl it
appeared in the realm of existence until you discovered the
light of truth and found the path of guidance and attained the
bounty of the Divine Unity.

You are the pure-hearted descendant of that illustrious one and
a memorial to that kind friend. Therefore you must kindle his
lamp and burn away the veil of companions, avert your gaze
from comfort and glory of this world, and burn and melt and
endure until you give thanks for that bounty.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06175

To: Khusraw Khan, in Kirmanshah

O Khousrow in the Kingdom of inner mystery.

Every soul that partakes of this spiritual banquet, every soul
that enters beneath the shadow of God and becomes intoxi-
cated from the eternal cup vouchsafed by the divine Bestower,
such a one is the king of existence, a star shining in the king-
doms of both the worlds and the ruler over the country of heart
and soul.

The sovereigns of this world are slaves chained to material
attachments compared to the friends of God who are lords in
the realm of true freedom and heavenly stars of purity and
sanctity.
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AB12058

Before long the spiritual honour and the mystic dignity of the
friends of God will amaze the minds and consciences of human-
ity. It will be proven then that the eternal kingdom offers the
most enduring joys, the most sublime happiness.

I swear by the greatest Name that such friends will not ex-
change their lot for a thousand such kingdoms and they will
not barter the attainment of their true happiness for earthly
glory and vain imaginings.
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AB12058

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ali et al., in Kulyai

O divine friends! It is evening time and the sun is setting, yet
the Sun of the love of God is at its zenith in the heaven of the
heart in utmost brilliance. That orb is setting while this Light
is rising. That one causes the mixing, blending, growth and
development of bodies, while this one causes the enkindlement,
attraction, joy and delight of spirits. That one is setting while

this one is dawning; that one is fading while this one is flashing.

Consider how great is the difference between them - see how far
apart their paths are! In any case, praise be to God that the
luminous rays of that divine Orb have fallen upon the crowns
of those divine friends, and its heat has influenced the world

of heart and soul, making them divine, merciful and illumined.

Therefore give thanks to God for this great bounty.
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AB06251

AB06248

To: Abdu’l-Majid Tabib, in Maraghih

O spiritual physician, your message through the martyred
brother arrived and brought joy and happiness. I immediately
began writing this letter so you would know how cherished
you are at the Sacred Threshold and how beloved and praised
in the divine gathering.

Whenever you are remembered, happiness increases and joy
and delight encompass all, for those radiant qualities cause
spiritual joy as they indicate the light of guidance.

Whenever you find time and travel to different areas, and in-
spire each of the loved ones of God with a breath of joy, it is
very acceptable and beloved at the divine threshold. However,
do not stay more than a week in any one place, so that it does
not go beyond wisdom.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06251

To: Abdu’l-Majid Tabib, in Maraghih

O physician of the hearts of the loved ones of God!

Today severe illnesses and various ailments and maladies have
overtaken the spiritual temples and hearts and souls of hu-
man beings. Therefore, with the help and favor of the Ancient
Beauty, skilled physicians must treat them with the most great
universal remedy. And these divine physicians must occasion-
ally travel to different regions so that, through the power of
the Holy Spirit and divine confirmation, they may heal the
sick, the blind and the deaf in those areas.

According to what is known, in the regions of the Caucasus,
including Yerevan, there are many patients ready for treatment
and yearning for healing. If it is possible for you, as a skilled
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physician, to make a journey to those parts, it would be most
fitting and acceptable.

And upon you be glory.
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AB06298

To: Abdu’l-Majid Tabib, in Maraghih

O you who hold fast to the Covenant! We are eagerly awaiting
that, through the favors of the Most Great Unity, He may
raise up in that vast region souls who will be trusted guardians
of the mighty fortress of the Cause of God, and who will be
as delicate lanterns for the manifest light of God’s Covenant,
becoming bright candles for the gathering of the friends and
bringing constant adornment, warmth, freshness, grace and
glad-tidings to their meetings.

May they become sugar-breaking parrots in the garden of di-
vine unity and sweet-singing, eloquent nightingales in the rose
garden of detachment.

In truth, such a pure soul must sacrifice their life in the path of
the Covenant in such a way that the horizons become illumined
with the light of dawning, and the realm of Azerbaijan becomes
the envy of Paradise. May the morn of guidance spread such
radiance that the pitch darkness is obliterated and vanishes.

Therefore speak as spoke the bird of faithfulness in the further-
most Tree. By God, the Truth, through it is the heart of the
world attracted.
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ABO06007

AB06027

To: Baha’is of Mazindaran, in Mazandaran

O handmaidens of the Merciful! O leaves of the gardens of
the Lord God! Give thanks to the Glorious Beauty that you
have found shelter and refuge under the shade of the matchless
Lord’s favors, that you have drunk from the fountain of recog-
nition of the Merciful Lord, that you have placed the crown of
the knowledge of God upon your head and kindled the fire of
the love of God in your heart, that you have taken the cup of
bounty in hand and recalled the feast of alast. Many valiant
men remained deprived while you became intimate with the
mysteries of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. Many queens
of the world yearned for the threshold of one of the servants
of Truth, while you were counted and numbered among the
handmaidens of the Beauty of the One in the court of oneness.
And glory be upon you, O handmaidens of God! Offer thanks
to God and praise to the Holy Lord.
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AB06007

To: Unknown, in Mazandaran

O God, my God! My tears are flowing, my sighs are protracted,
and my distress hath intensified by reason of my yearning to
meet Thee and my attraction to Thy kingdom. Oh, how I long
to depart from this evanescent abode for the precincts of Thy
most great mercy, to sever the cord of my attachment to this
world, and to hold fast and cleave unto the threshold of Thy
holiness, O Lord of the most beauteous names!

Lord! Have mercy upon me through Thy grace and transport
me from this world unto the court of Thy forgiveness in the
realm hereafter, for I yearn with all my soul for the privilege
of reaching and attaining the gate of Thy oneness in the other
world that followeth this life.

Lord! Lord! Have pity upon Thine indigent servant who single
and alone is returning unto Thee in Thy heavenly mansion,
and who is trusting in Thee under all conditions at the court
of Thy sanctity in the spiritual world. Thou art the Forgiving.
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AB06054

Thou art the Clement, the Kind, the Benevolent, the Merciful,
the Compassionate.
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AB06228

To: Darvish (Madinih) et al., in Medina

O thou wanderer in the divine wilderness! What thou hast writ-
ten was heard and what thou hast submitted was seen. From
the flowering meadows of thy heart a fragrant breeze wafted,
and from the gardens of the Kingdom of God a delightsome
zephyr blew.

Since Moses, out of a wisdom, thrice ignored the divine ad-
monition, that honoured individual should not be blamed for
failing but once to respond. For the covenant of “Am I not
your Lord?” was well known and universal, and yet all forgot
it, save for a handful of souls more scarce than the philosopher’s
stone. In the wilderness of the blind a fast-charging horseman
in the color of the heavens is true proof and testimony. “Give
warning, if the warning will profit [the hearer|.” Erelong will
every slumbering one be wakened and every insensible soul re-
vived. Matters that have been forgotten will be recalled, and
the lifeless and withered hearts will be gladdened.
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AB06054

To: May Mazxwell, in Montreal

O thou daughter of the Kingdom!

Thy letter was received. Its contents were like unto enkindled
flames of the fire of the love of God, and thus were the cause
of great happiness.
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AB06019

3 Thine utmost desire was to have a child, and while in ‘Akka
thou didst express this wish and request. Praise be to God,
thy prayer hath been answered and thy desire attained. In
the garden of existence a rose hath bloomed with the utmost
freshness and beauty. Educate her according to the divine
precepts that she may become a true Baha’i, and endeavour
with all thy heart that she may be born of the Holy Spirit.

4 Praise be to God that thy health is better. Now is the time
to work with all thy heart and soul, to render service to the
Kingdom, endeavour to have many spiritual children, and es-
tablish a heavenly household. For children of the spirit are
dearer than physical children.
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AB06019

To: Baha’is of Najafabad

1 O friends of God! The honored unique martyr, Muhammad
Ja’far Sabbagh, innocent, suddenly became the target of a
night arrow. He had no sin except taking shelter at the thresh-
old of the All-Knowing Lord. He made no mistake except an-
swering “Yes” to “Am I not your Lord?” and ardently desiring
every tribulation in the path of God. He followed the exam-
ple of the Primal Point, the King of Martyrs, the Beloved of
Martyrs, His Holiness Quddus and His Holiness the Bab. He
became intoxicated from their cup and joined the luminous
stars of the martyrs. ‘Abdu’l-Baha, with utmost desire, longs
for that arrow and yearns for the wound of the sword in the
path of the Luminous Orb. The friends should not become
distressed by this sacrifice and self-sacrifice, but rather give
thanks that such an offering was presented to the field of sac-
rifice.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB06427

AB06055

To: Nasrullah son of Muhammad Bagir et al., in Najafabad

O servants of Baha’u’llah! That Most Holy and Sanctified Be-
ing, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, from the throne of the
Kingdom and the court of the Realms Above, issues in every
breath a proclamation whose purport is: O friends and com-
panions! Remain not dormant in the corner of forgetfulness,
remain not neglected, remain not unknown! Become illumined!
Become as a rose garden! Become as lamps of the gathering!
Become as ornaments of the flower garden and meadow! Be-
come lights of unity! Become mysteries of oneness! Become
signs of detachment!

2 Strive to expand the circle of propagation, and make mighty
efforts to elevate your stations and perform good deeds. En-
deavor to raise high the standard of the love of God, and
demonstrate the utmost power in spreading the fragrance of
the garment of the knowledge of God. Strive night and day to
acquire divine characteristics, to carry out the Testament of
God, and to become enkindled with the fire of divine manifes-
tations.

And the Glory be upon youl
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AB06427

To: Margaret M Sprague, in New York

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
I have read thy spiritual letter with its wondrous meanings,
wherein thou dost implore, as one who thirsts for crystal water,
that thy Lord might ordain martyrdom for thee in His path,
that the earth might be reddened with thy pure blood in love
for the Lord of Lords, and that thou mightest be seized by the
intoxication of the crimson wine of sacrifice in love for Baha.

Truly I say to thee that this hope is among the greatest aspi-
rations of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I beseech God that He might grant
me this overflowing cup through God’s gift, and grant it to
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AB06437

every believing, assured servant of God and every maidservant
attracted by the divine fragrances. How sweet is this cup and
how delightful is this crimson wine!

Convey my love and intense longing to Mr. Macknut and my
abundant greetings to his noble wife. Upon thee be greetings
and praise.

BSTW#281

AB06437

To: Margaret M Sprague, in New York

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Blessed
art thou for being so enkindled with the fire of the love of God
that thou desirest to be martyred in the path of God and to
sacrifice thy soul in the love of God.

O handmaiden of God! Thy attainment to this station was
only through a magnetic attraction from the Abha Kingdom.

O handmaiden of God! Blessed are the tears that fell upon thy
cheeks in the love of God. Blessed is thy heart which yearns
for this greatest gift. Blessed is thy face which shows signs of
joy from God.

Be thou in the station of sacrifice, but be patient and teach the
Cause of thy Lord and attract hearts through the magnet of
the love of God. For thy remaining in this world is not for its
pleasures and desires, but rather for spreading the fragrances
of God.

Convey my greetings and praise to thy honored husband Mr.
Charles Everett Sprague and give him glad tidings of the King-
dom of God. Upon thee be greetings and praise.

BSTW#285
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AB06486

AB06213

To: Faydullah (Qazvin), in Qaf

O my Lord and the Lord of all created things, my King and
the King of the unseen and the seen! With the utmost power-
lessness and lowliness, submissiveness and repentance, I turn
unto Thee, in tears before Thy face, supplicating to Thee and
imploring Thee to ordain every good thing Thou hast ordained
in the world of existence for Thy servant who hath hastened
to the tabernacle of Thy bounty, whose banners are upraised
and whose peaks are elevated.

He hath taken shelter at Thy holy and august threshold and
hath sought refuge at Thine exalted court. Make him a sign of
Thy mercifulness in Thine All-Glorious Kingdom and a mani-
festation of Thy bounty and Thy favor in Thine Exalted Do-
minion.

Permit him to meet Thee after his ascension to the realms
above and to behold Thy beauty in Thy most luminous, most
brilliant Horizon. Thou art the Powerful, the Bestower, the
Generous, the Compassionate, the Merciful, the Gracious, the
Bountiful.

5 Sy sl B s s o
5 1 5 2 K Gl syl il Sl
) s S Jee) Il 5 bl el o
K a0l Sl y Syl 5 S
B g sl Sud sl b G w8
5 N 23§ oyl J e s
s d) 6 galsh 3 Caas

bl ol el audal) o 3Y
dnd LYWW s 2l U
e s oY S b Sl 4
W S b Sl Sl

5 eV Kby U o3 me dny S 857 5
RPN BN RS- TR RE < PN
Cy3)l ol e Al ) el
ol
BSHN.140.449, BSHN.144.443, MHT'1a.049,
MHT1b.007

AB06486

To: Abdu’llah Samandari, in Qazvin

O son of him whom God loveth and whom He hath made
beloved! Say unto Ziba in a seemly manner: To test ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is neither fair nor fitting. It is as hath been related from
His Holiness the Commander of the Faithful, a tradition also
mentioned in the Mathnavi and widely current upon tongues
and lips: the Centre of the Covenant testeth the people of
the cradle, and not the reverse. Therefore the handmaiden of
God, Ziba Sultan, must seek forgiveness; and whatsoever she
cherisheth within her heart, whether stranger or friend, none
should know. Let her deem it fitting and account it sweet.
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AB06258

2 The candle is lit: in every chamber it may shed its light. It is
the rain of mercy: upon every land it may pour down. The gar-
ment must be that of Joseph, and the beauty of the gathering
must become pleasing and heart-enthralling.

“Know thou the tone of the utterance”: this phrase is an allu-
sion. Happy is she should she take heed thereof, for it would
be a proof of insight.
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AB06258

To: Aqa Abdu’l-Ali, in Qazvin

O ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali and servant of Baha! Whoever arose in true
servitude to ‘Ali (meaning the Exalted One, may my spirit be
sacrificed for Him) attained the honor of servitude to the Abha
Beauty. Among these, this servant from early childhood, that
is, from the time of nursing, drank the milk of servitude from
the breast of that Most Exalted Luminary and thus developed
and grew, therefore becoming honored to be embraced in the
servitude of the Abha Beauty. So blessed are you and I, both
of whom entered under the shadow of servitude to His Holi-
ness the Herald (may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) and His
Holiness the Abha Beauty (may my being be sacrificed for His
luminous threshold). In this we take pride among the Supreme
Concourse and glory in the Kingdom of Creation. Blessed are
we, again blessed are we! Glad tidings to us, again glad tidings
to us from this great gift! And may the Glory be upon you.
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AB06363

To: Aga Buyuk Aqa son of Tajun-Nisa, in Qazvin

O thou who speakest in praise of God! If thou wouldst speak,
speak of communion with Him, and if thou wouldst seek, seek
His peerless Beauty, and if thou wouldst hasten, hasten toward
Him. For every utterance save this spiritual reality is but delu-
sion, and every quest save for this true Beloved is but loss and
regret, and every effort and striving apart from this path and
passion is endless toil and trouble.

2 Therefore today one must forget every thought, mention, move-
ment, purpose and desire save Him, must know none but Him,
see none but Him, hear none but Him. Rather, one must
become wholly captivated by Him, become estranged from
stranger and kin alike, and engage in spreading the sweet fra-
grances of His divine oneness. This is of God’s grace which He
bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth.
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AB06096

To: Haji Abdu’l- Karim Pilgrim, in Qazvin

O servant of God! The fame of the manifestation of the Ancient
Beauty has encompassed the East of the world and the West
of the universe, and the power of the Covenant of the Most
Great Name has caused commotion throughout all horizons.
Tree and clod and stone have been affected, yet the jealous,
ungrateful, gloomy Covenant-breakers have still not awakened,
remaining submerged in the sleep of death and heedlessness
and dejection and withering. Shame upon them and misery
to them, for they have completely deprived themselves of the
gardens of grace of the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones) and have entirely veiled themselves
from servitude at the Holy Threshold. Yes, servitude at this
Holy Threshold befits Abbas, not every worthless one.
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2 Convey the Most Wonderful, Most Glorious greetings to the — g.! ¢ 2550y Cs” Al LBy0 Sy
assured leaf, the handmaid of God Daji’, and Glory be upon Lo eldl 5 2l B30
her.

MMK5#204 p.156
AB06391

To: Khadijih wife of Haji, in Qazvin

O supplicating leaf! His honor Aqga Muhammad Isma’il, upon
him be the Most Glorious Beauty of God, arrived at the blessed
shrine of “Glorified is He Who caused to journey” and illu-
mined and perfumed his face and hair with the dust of the
Threshold, the circumambulation point of the Concourse on
High. He kindled the light of unity in the inner sanctuary of the
heart and burned away the veils of the people of glory. He at-
tained the ultimate hopes of those drawn nigh and in all places
he remembered and mentioned you. Therefore give thanks to
the Hidden, Self-Subsisting Lord that you were blessed with
such a son who is a means of drawing near to the divine court
and is close to the divine presence. Do not be sorrowful at the
ascension and passing of the leaves, for those birds have taken
flight to the divine realm and sought shelter under the shade
of the Tree of the All-Merciful, and are sustained by the fruits
of the garden of unity in the shadow of the Tree of Life.
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AB06252

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O divine bird! Whatever you had written to Jinab-i-Haydar-
Qabli-*Ali was read by this servant by proxy, and the reply
is written by representation. The events and conditions are
known and clear, but never let any sorrow enter your heart
and do not be grieved in any way, for the affairs of the holy,
blessed, steadfast souls are connected to the conditions and
circumstances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha - that is, the disorder in affairs
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ABO06035

stems from the unsettled state of this lost one, and the disper-
sion in conditions from the disturbance of this oppressed one
stained with blood.

Whenever this servant’s affairs become ordered, the conditions
of the friends will be rectified, for in all matters and conditions
you are a partner and participant. Be confident, and this is
from the grace of your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
This rent will be mended and this pain will find its cure. And
the future belongs to the God-fearing ones.
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AB06035

To: Wife of Nabil Bagir, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! Praise God that you have arrived at the
stream of immortality and drunk from the fountain of guidance,
and tasted the sweetness of the love of the Ancient Beauty, and
been freed from the snare of heedlessness and error, and found
rest in the shade of the Divine Lote Tree, and clung to the hem
of grace, and held fast to the Most Firm Handle of the Divine
Unity.

You were poor and He guided you to the Most Great Treasure.
You were lowly and He guided you to ancient glory. You were
caught in the darkness of self and heedlessness and He enabled
you to attain the lights of awareness and guidance. You were
thirsty and He assisted you with the sweet flowing waters of
grace. You were naked and He clothed you with the garment
of favors.

Therefore thank your Lord for this magnificent bounty and this
evident grace, and say: “Praise be to Thee and thanks be to
Thee, O Thou Beloved of the mystics!”
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO06153

AB06092

To: Muhammad Hasan Aqa Ali Nagi, in Rafsanjan

O servant of God! Your letter to Aqa Siyyid Taqi was noted.
We were filled with the utmost joy and delight at the events
from those regions concerning the friends. I beseech God to
increase day by day the firmness and steadfastness of those
friends and engage them in service to the Cause.

O servant of God! In the farmland of truth, it is the time for
sowing seeds and the season for watering. Every blessed soul
who sows the seed of guidance in the field of truth shall find
endless bounty at harvest time and attain infinite wealth. And
whoever does not sow any seed shall remain disappointed and
deprived. That pure seed is the love of God which must be
sown in the field of hearts so that a harvest may be reaped at
the end of spring.

And upon you be glory.
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AB06153

To: Ali Aqa Shishihbur Tihrani, in Rasht

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The candle of the hori-
zons is ablaze and radiant, and through the Word of God that
must be obeyed, like unto the sun, all existence has become il-
lumined and resplendent from its light. That Word consists of
the universal divine meanings that, like the permeation of the
spirit, flow and course through the realities of all things. We
all abide beneath the shadow of that Word and are enlightened
by its mysteries and benefit from its lights.

Place thy trust in God and seek recourse to the absolute
Wealth, that thou mayest become, through divine riches,
independent of all things, and like ‘Abdu’l-Baha arise in pure
and utter servitude and in poverty and self-effacement at the
Sacred Threshold.
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AB06443

To: Fadil Shirazi, in Rasht
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AB06261

AB12440

To: Ishaq Khan Baha’i Muttahidih, in Rasht

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Although this servant’s
longing to behold the enchanting countenance of the friends ex-
ceeds their own, yet wisdom requireth otherwise. Were it not
for this, ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire would be that the faces of the
friends might shine like the resplendent moon in this gathering
of the All-Merciful. Therefore, this servant hath prostrated
himself upon the dust in supplication on behalf of you and all
the friends in Kashan, and, facing the Luminous Spot, doth
offer prayers and supplications, beseeching from the bounty
of the Lord that He may, through the breezes of His loving-
kindness, bestow infinite freshness and delicacy upon the gar-
dens of the hearts of His friends. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my longing greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Yusuf, and like-
wise to all the other friends of God.
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AB06261

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Rasht

O nightingale of the divine rose garden! Praise be to God
that you are successful in this journey. The praise you offered
regarding the progress of the friends in Rasht brought much
joy. Since you have undertaken this journey at the behest
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, I hope that divine confirmations will arrive
successively and become the cause of happiness and joy for all
the friends, and that your mind will be at ease and free from
every concern.

Whatever was written to his honor Bashiru’llah, they have
written in response that God willing it will be carried out ac-
cording to what is desired.
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AB06493

In any case, you must engage in teaching the Cause of God
with utmost joy and gladness, with an open heart and com-
plete dignity. You are beloved and accepted in the presence of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and those souls who are occupied with exalting
the Word of God are worthy of every praise. This is the great-
est gift, this is the supreme virtue, this is the attractive power
of the confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06493

To: Wife of Mirza Muhamamd Ali, in Rasht

O handmaiden of God and verdant leaf moistened by the wa-
ter of God’s love! His honor Khan traversed mountains and
plains, wilderness and sea until he attained the Holy Thresh-
old of the Most Glorious Beauty, the circumambulation point
of the Concourse on High. And when he laid his head upon
that Threshold, he offered supplications and lamentations, and
beseeched forgiveness for all.

This humility and lamentation, supplication and restlessness,
and pure spiritual prayer was accepted in the eternal Kingdom.
And I bear witness that they were in no way remiss regarding
you. And upon you and upon all the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful be the Glory.

3 Convey greetings and glorification to all on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha and say: O handmaidens of the All-Merciful, this is the
time for enkindlement and occupation, supplication and implo-
ration.
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX) AB06260
AB12437

To: Milani, Mirza Muhammad brother of Ali Akbar Milani, in Sabzihvar

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ol b !

Thy detailed letter was read and its contents understood.
Praise be to God that thy heart, freed from the bonds of water
and clay, is joyous and glad in the mention of the Beloved.
The soul must be full of glad-tidings and the conscience in the
utmost joy, for praise be to God, the favors of the compas-
sionate Lord encompass thee and the love and knowledge of
the Incomparable Lord are thy highest aspirations.

Therefore, never be silent. In whatever gathering thou enterest,
turn thy face to the Concourse on High, seek the confirmation
of the Holy Spirit, and speak. Study the treatises, proofs and
evidences. Assuredly confirmation will reach thee, be confident
of this.

A letter was written to Monsieur Markar; it is enclosed with
this letter. Deliver it.

5 And upon thee be greeting and praise.

tde Oyoine 5 435 I3 Joade 0 5Ss
Shoods, K5 ol a3 31 ds & as) as
_,\,'L Q)L'ZAJ'QL, wb;u}”ﬂ du»
Sl & 4 8 e Sl s Ol
Qb e s o2 V“Jlf BRSNSy
Jul Ll O ©

s & Jae s Lee oK Tl 1k
G s by S L s
J&UJJW-ULFL“)@UL&}Q;
Gl Giabae d e b )

5 x5 05, Sl g Sl 5
Ll Cnl @l o) b
;Eﬂ\)@\&c;

INBAS85:551a

AB06260

To: Mirza Muhammad Quli brother of Bahaullah, in Samaria

O my honored uncle! You have gone to Ghor and the banks
of the Jordan while I remain amid these tribulations and afflic-
tions. At times you are by the shore of the sea, at times in the
wide plain of ‘Adasiyyih, now with this chief, now with that
overseer, while from morning I am rushing about the streets
and bazaars, running here and there, exhausted from the in-
tensity of fatigue.

And when I return home I am occupied with writing and at-
tending to affairs, afflicted with boundless troubles and im-
mersed in both inner and outer calamities, drowning in a sea
of trials. I have no peace in the morning nor rest for my soul
at night, neither sleep nor comfort of conscience.
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

AB06307

Pray and beseech God that perhaps some small measure of rest
may be granted to me as well.
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AB06378

To: Dustdar, Mirza Ihsan son of Hafizus-Sihhih et al., in Sari

O peerless saplings in the divine garden! God willing, may
you precious brothers shine brilliantly like the Pleiades con-
stellation in the supreme heaven of the highest paradise, and
day by day become more radiant like the world-illumining sun.
The aid and care of the Most Holy One encompasses you, and
the grace and gift of the King of Oneness is complete. From
the fire of the love of God, blaze forth such flames that their
heat reaches the Blessed Spot and the soul-reviving fragrance
of its aloes and ambergris reaches the nostrils of the yearning
ones. This is the most great gift, this is the supreme mercy
that has preceded all things.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous, Most Glorious
greetings to your honored father, upon him be the Glory of God
the Most Glorious, and say: Verily you have a great station and
rank with God for having patiently endured this tribulation
and borne this severe test.
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AB06307

To: Siyyid Muhammad Rida Shahmirzadi

O thou who art seated upon the throne of radiant acquiescence!
One of the requirements of the spirit of divine contentment is
to be utterly submissive and obedient to the sovereign Will
and the Decree of God and to be completely evanescent and
non-existent in the presence of His grandeur.
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AB06389

2 Since thou hast been granted this gracious name, through the
special bounty of the ancient Beauty, since thou hast been ac-
corded this contentment with the decree of the blessed Perfec-
tion and art the dayspring of this goodly quality at all times,
be patient then and await gracious bounties coming to thee
from the Kingdom of the Most Great Name.

Seek thou assistance from God and beseech His confirmations
so that thou mayest find thine own will as nothing before His,
and thine limited purpose, thy personal wishes and thy own
good pleasure as a mirage, as a mere drop when face to face
with the unlimited ocean of His absolute Purpose.

O Thou attracted to the love of God! Be thou in constant
flux, in ebb and flow of the spirit, in permanent motion. Nev-
ertheless, focus thy movement and thy stillness round a single
Point and fix thy speech and thy silence upon one central and
essential utterance.
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AB06389

To: Wife of Aqa Siyyid Ali, in Shin

O blessed leaf! Give thanks unto God that you are related to
that pure soul and are the fruit of that verdant tree from the
outpourings of the clouds of heaven.

I swear by the Ancient Beauty that that one who was attracted
by the holy fragrances gazes upon you from the Most Glorious
Kingdom and awaits the appearance of signs of the flame of
the love of God.

Since you were an integral part of him, God willing, through
divine assistance and grace, you will nurse his offspring at the
breast of the love of God, give them to drink from the foun-
tainhead of the knowledge of God, and nurture them in the
cradle of care, so that these two branches may manifest the
perfections of their root, and may truly be the progeny of his
heart and soul rather than mere children of water and clay.

We beseech God that you may be assisted and confirmed.
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AB06041

AB06083

To: Abdur-Rahman Rahiqi, in Shiraz

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Your letter was a perfumed
musk of ambergris, for the sweet fragrance of the love of God
was diffused from it. That page was a leaf from the gardens
of providence, and that missive was the fragrant ambergris of
Sara. Glory be to God! What power the guidance of God
has manifested in the world of creation, and what a dazzling
miracle it has shown, that the effect of the pen has become
the revealer of consummate wisdom and has proven the pre-
existing mercy.

O beloved one! Be a spiritual physician and a sign of the mercy
of the Infinite Lord. Become the embodiment of humility and
the reality of submissiveness. Be utter poverty and complete
evanescence. Strip yourself entirely of descriptions of existence
and become hidden in the setting of nothingness, that you may
shine like the morning star in the horizon of being and enter
beneath the shadow of the Face.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06041

To: Amir Aqa Khan, in Shiraz

O Prince of the ethereal realm, for today each of the servants
at the threshold of the Lord God are world-conquering ones
and princes of the ethereal heaven of the brilliant dawn. They
possess the simple light and encompassing sea of sovereignty
over the world of the soul, and fulfill the heart’s desire. Their
throne is the supreme empyrean and their crown is the efful-
gence of confirmation from the Kingdom of the Glorious Lord.
Their lamp is brilliant and their diadem radiant like the shining
moon.

Therefore, O Prince, become a world-conqueror - that is, with
the power of the hosts of divine truths and meanings, launch
an assault on the army of ignorance, conquer the fortresses
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Vol. 188: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part IX)

ABO06375

and strongholds of hearts, and establish a celestial sovereignty
whose decree is penetrating, whose bounty is perpetual, whose
cloud is overflowing, whose pulse is beating, whose sword is
unsheathed, whose star is brilliant, and whose dominion is tri-
umphant.

So glad tidings be unto thee of this great bounty!
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AB06375

To: Aga Abdur-Rahman (Poet), in Shiraz

O thou who gazest upon the Most Great Scene!

In this hour when a group, both stranger and intimate, are
present in this gathering and this servant is engaged in dis-
course and conversation, the pen has been taken up to write a
letter to that lover of the Countenance of the All-Bountiful.

When I took up the pen, the sea of love and affection cast such
a wave upon the shore of the heart that its spray became waves
of ink surging like an army upon this page.

Observe how this effect of ink originates from an attractive
spirit breathed from the mouth of the Holy Spirit of the love
of God, and ultimately manifested in all degrees, appearing on
this page in the form of letters.

5 And glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament in this Most Great Cycle.
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AB06091

AB06224

To: Aqa Ali, in Shiraz

O aged one on the divine path! Give thanks to God that
black hair on this path became like silver wire and like musk
of Khata became ambergris. The days passed in ecstasy and
joy and love and rapture, and the span of life was spent in love
of the Beloved of the horizons.

If it were the sovereignty of the throne, its end would be the
abasement of lowly dust. But praise be to God, you were
assisted to a life whose end is joy and success, and eternal
glory in the divine realm.

All kings will envy your station and covet your glory, for you
have placed upon your head the crown of the Most Great Guid-
ance whose brilliant jewels cast their rays across centuries and
ages.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

Iy 1 uf S A Jae *o5, il (gl
.lewﬁwvwbo\)d\)so\:wgyf
3 dey 2 (\;‘ w5 Dl b Koy
Sl Sy ciS 4y 5 Gy b
AL SAM 2. db\j\ji di&).\

e S 3 el sy ikl §)
§ ar SGEUs iy 5 & F) Ly oy
wdl Ol s Sl 5 Glsla 2idle
L}\ C)L@a-‘)J

5 o dals 5 el fded Sl
Selds b 1) s el 5 ol K2
033 2 ) pler & ole s 68
J)‘Ja\jJ;)L,AP\j

eV L S

MKTS8.100

AB06091

To: Aqa Muhammad Husayn Bazzaz, in Shiraz

O servant of God! Consider the kindness of the Lord, that His
friends are not forgotten. He visits their hearts and soothes the
minds of the friends. His bounty arrives and makes the with-
ered soul fresh and verdant. He transforms silence into speech
and stillness into attraction and eagerness. He bestows new
freshness and grace to the tree of hope, and grants a wondrous
attainment in place of severe loss. He gives the morning bird
again its soul-thrilling melody, and transforms the autumn of
deprivation into a springtime of flowers and sweet herbs.

2 Give thanks to God that you have again become a sugar-
breaking parrot, and like Jacob, your eyes were opened by
the blessing of the garment, and you were perfumed by the
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AB06446

fragrance of the divine Joseph’s shirt. And upon you be greet-
ings and praise.
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ABO06087

To: Habibullah Afnan Alai, in Shiraz

O servant of Truth! What you had written to Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyyid Taqi was noted. Be confident in the grace and favor of
the Divine Unity. Whatever He ordains is for the good of all.
There are many profound divine wisdoms which must needs
become manifest.

Although the departure of Jinab-i-Bashiru’llah is a cause of
sorrow, there is wisdom in it. Place your trust in God and do
not become sorrowful or disturbed by any matter. The essence
of trust is the life of spiritual ones, and the reality of reliance
is the capital of the people of the All-Merciful.

Convey spiritual greetings to your illustrious father, and like-
wise convey most yearning greetings with most excellent words
to the brothers, and similarly express utmost longing on behalf
of this servant to all the friends of God. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB06446

To: Ibrahim Afnan, in Shiraz

O beautiful branch of the Blessed Tree! Today the station
of souls related to the Divine Tree is to shine forth like the
morning star from the horizon of the world and the dayspring
of nations, and to be manifest and visible like a clear sign and
evident banner upon the hills of existence.
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AB06024

2 The waves of the Most Great Sea scatter precious pearls, and
the outpouring of the most generous cloud bestows mighty rain
of bounty. The Lote-Tree of certitude brings forth delicate
fruits, and the good and pure earth yields flowers and fragrant
herbs.

Through the ancient grace of the Glorious Lord, we hope that
He will enable the branches of the Tree of Eternity to receive
bounties from the Abha Kingdom and preserve them safe and
protected in the shelter of His protection from all vicissitudes
and occurrences, that they may remain preserved in the utmost
manifestation.
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AB06024

To: Jinab-i-Afnan, in Shiraz

O Afnans of the Divine Lote-Tree and O loved ones of the
Most Glorious Beauty! The Holy House, the place of circum-
ambulation of the Concourse on High, must be preserved and
protected in every respect, with consummate wisdom; and ye
must strive to render it reverence and service. This servant is
among the attendants of that Threshold. Consider, then, how
great is the importance, in the Abha Kingdom, of that place
around which the spiritual ones circle. In brief, all the people
of Fars are beneath the shadow of that holy Spot.

Concerning the holy, fragrant, and luminous resting-place of
the illustrious wife-my soul yearneth to inhale the holy savour
of its dust—it must be cared for with the utmost respect until
the time cometh when it shall be exalted.

The Afnan of the blessed Tree must, on behalf of this Servant,
circumambulate that focal point round which the holy ones
circle in adoration, and must visit the perfumed and sacred
resting-place of the wife of the Glorious One.

GEN.314
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AB06001

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz

May Jinab-i-*‘Andalib of the Rose-Garden of Inner Meanings
observe this prayer for forgiveness on behalf of the Maid of
God who has ascended to the seat of truth, the mother of his
honor the Nightingale of the Divine Rose-Garden, upon her be
the Glory of God.

O my God, my God! Verily, Your maidservant of the All-
Merciful and luminous leaf, who was related to the bird of
the garden of mystical knowledge and the nightingale of the
bower of certitude, has returned to You repentant, contrite,
supplicating, yearning to behold Your beauty, consumed by
the fire of separation from You, her heart aflame with the fire
of Your love, her patience exhausted from separation from You.
O Lord! Lead her to the promised waters and grant her the
promised bounty. Immerse her in the seas of Your mercy, O
my Lord, the Loving One. Admit her into the midst of Your
paradise through Your promised grace, and grant her the bless-
ing of meeting You in Your praiseworthy Kingdom. Ordain for
her what You have ordained for the holy leaves in the Supreme
Concourse, and decree for her what You have decreed for the
sanctified beings in the Most Exalted Assembly. Verily, You
are the Ever-Forgiving, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB06128

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou art intoxicated from the chalice of the Covenant and art
the cup-bearer in the gathering of the friends. Thou art turned
toward the Concourse on High and art supplicating at the
Threshold of Grandeur. Through the assistance and favor of
His Holiness the Most Holy One, I hope that thou mayest be-
come a great sign and a supreme mercy unto all mankind, a
radiant light and a lofty tree.

Convey spiritual greetings to His Honor the godly sheikh and
divine scholar. It is hoped through the grace and bounty of
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the Sun of Providence that that region may become the envy
of the highest paradise and that country may become, through
divine assistance and favor, a mirror of the most luminous sun.
Upon him be greetings and praise.

O servant of God! Tell the friends that tribulations in the path
of God are divine bestowals - desire them with heart and soul.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12431

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O Bashir of God! Complain no more of the interruption of cor-
respondence. Consider how many letters are enclosed within
this packet. Hereafter, God willing, they will follow in succes-
sion.

The letter of Jinab-i-‘Andalib to the Spiritual Assembly of
Tihran was not appropriate, for in that paper there was a se-
vere complaint against the friends of Shiraz, and this would
have become widely known. They could not have rendered as-
sistance; and when the friends of Shiraz heard of it, they would
have written a reply. This would have caused great coldness,
apathy, harm, and discouragement to Jinab-i-*‘Andalib. There-
fore it was not sent.

From the Huquq which reaches you, as was previously writ-
ten, present to Jinab-i-‘Andalib as much as possible. The con-
duct of the mother of ‘Abdu’l-Husayn has thrown the affairs
of Jinab-i-‘Andalib into confusion. The matter of Aga ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn is sufficient proof that we were so attentive to him,
and that he was being educated and trained.
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AB06234

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz

O spiritual branch of the Divine Tree!

The numerous letters which you wrote to Jinab-i-Manshadi
were reviewed. From the news of the completion of the honored
House, assurance of heart was obtained. Praise be to God that
we and you were enabled to accomplish this.

Keep the account book complete, organized and certified by
some important persons, even the honored uncle, and preserve
it with yourself. This is necessary and will be useful to you,
and Jinab-i-Mi’'marbashi will exert the utmost effort in this
regard.

Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Fakhru’d-Din, upon him be the Glory of
God, must make the utmost effort in learning the English lan-
guage and commit to memory the contents of the Gospel from
beginning to end.

The reply to His Honor Mu’ayyad was written and sent pre-
viously. Undoubtedly it has been received. And upon you be
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To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai, in Shiraz

O gentle branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! Though outwardly
thou art far from sight and view and removed from this gather-
ing, yet I swear by the light shining from the Supreme Horizon
that in truth all the branches of the Blessed Tree are at all times
present in this gathering of the All-Merciful and are manifest
and visible in this spiritual assembly.

At the Sacred Threshold, the gathering place of the essences of
being, we are at all times engaged in thy remembrance and fa-
miliar with thy countenance, and with the tongue of the heart
we pray: “O Lord! Assist the branches of Thy Tree of Grace
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and the offshoots of Thy Tree of Oneness to hold fast to the
hem of Thy Singleness and to cling to the cord of Thy Oneness.
O Lord! Tllumine their faces with the lights of Thy sanctifica-
tion, expand their breasts with the verses of Thy unity, and
purify their hearts with the waters of Thy glorification. Make
them signs of Thy Kingdom and standards of Thy Realm. Ver-
ily Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Compassionate,
the All-Bountiful.”

Seflitoy 3,8 gap s Sl 5y 031
B el 5 Sagls p Jo o] Je
Jsh er s oo @ Sl
Sy Ol (2oade A S s
S gl 2 SuE ol o 8
N il S SSge by 5 S50

JLadl %)) r?)\

INBAS8T7:328a, INBA52:334

AB06233

To: Mirza Nasrullah son of Mirza Aqa the martyr, in Shiraz

O fruit-laden branch of that tree of the love of God! Your noble
father had a face like a lit candle, and a heart consumed by
the fire of love, and eyes sewn shut to all but the Truth, and a
sweetness gathered from the divine sugar-garden, and speech
learned from the school of inner meanings. Thus enlightened
and burning and having gathered and learned, he hastened to
the field of sacrifice in the path of the Most Glorious Beauty
and laid down his life, galloping until he raised the banner in
the Abha Kingdom.

You who are the memorial of that noble one must follow in
his footsteps and move according to his way and conduct, so
that you may become a sign of mercy and witness the ultimate
bounty. The Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in
the Covenant.
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AB06045

To: Rajab Ali Khayyat, in Shiraz

O thou who art enamored of the countenance of the Friend!

In this world, many lovers of the rosy-cheeked, musk-haired,
and salty-lipped Beauty, which is a reflection of the manifest
Beauty’s grace, have appeared and become notorious in streets
and bazaars. They found soul-sacrifice to be the comfort of
the soul, and found in rootlessness the joy of conscience. They
considered abasement to be the greatest glory, and affliction
and hardship to be the mightiest gift.

You who are a purchaser of the divine Joseph’s beauty and
are possessed and enraptured by the true Beloved - how then
must you be pure in sacrifice, ready to give your life, fearless,
sacrificial, bewildered, rootless, notorious, possessed, captive
and lowly in the path of the Beloved?

But the task is very difficult and feet are stuck in mud, unless
the Abha Kingdom provides assistance.

And upon thee be Glory.
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AB05989

To: Davasaz et al., in Sunqur

I thank Thee, O my God, and praise Thee for having dispersed
the clouds and removed the darkness, causing the lights of re-
ality to shine forth and the gloom of idle fancies to be dis-
pelled. O Lord! These are servants whom Thou hast guided
to the manifest Light and directed to the straight Path. Thou
hast granted them manifest victory and bestowed upon them
mighty grace. Thou hast delivered them from the wilderness
of vain imaginings and rescued them from the desert wastes of
darkness. Thou hast led them to the living waters and given
them to drink from the fountain of Tasnim. Thou hast lifted
the veil from their eyes and removed the covering from their
sight, until they cast off all restraint in their love for Thee and
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were consumed by the fire kindled on the Sinai of mysteries,
yearning for the Kingdom of Lights.

O Lord! Make them brilliant stars and radiant lamps, and
towering trees, that their fruits may spread forth in the garden
of divine traces, and through them the hearts of the free may
be drawn to the Kingdom of Beauty. Verily, Thou art the
Mighty, the Glorious, the Bestower, and verily Thou art Swift
to reckon on the Day of Return.

O friends! This servant at the Divine Threshold exhorts you to
praise God that your hearts have been saved from the darkness
of error and your souls and consciousness have been illumined
by the light of guidance. The valley of deprivation has been
traversed and arrival at the abode of the Beloved has been
achieved. You have become privy to divine mysteries and num-
bered among the company of the righteous. You have joined
the circle of lovers and raised the anthem of the yearning ones.

Through the confirmations of the Lord of Signs, it is hoped that
you may become the cause of guidance to others and attain
endless bounties. Give sustenance to the destitute and sight
to the blind. Become a refuge and shelter for the helpless and
confidants to the deprived. Show kindness to both friend and
stranger alike, and honor all humanity. Serve the human world
and shower love upon all mankind. These are the attributes of
the Baha’is and the characteristics of the spiritual ones. Upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06340

To: Baha’is of Jadhba, in Tabas (Jadhba)

O ye who are attracted to the Truth! Attraction requires rap-
ture, and the fire of the love of God requires burning intensity.
Attraction is among the characteristics of magnetic force. Until
this mighty force appears and becomes manifest, spiritual rap-
tures cannot be realized and divine inclinations cannot come
into being. Therefore, you must strive with all your soul to
become the center of spiritual magnetism, so that through this
penetrating power you may attract receptive souls and bestow
upon them a spirit of attachment to the Kingdom of Abha.
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2 The grace of the Ancient Beauty has its center in the Abha
Kingdom, descends through the manifestation of the All-
Glorious, and is received according to the innate requirements
of pure hearts among the loved ones of God. Capacity and
receptivity are the measure, as the All-Merciful has declared
in all ages.

How blessed are those souls who are intoxicated with the wine
of the Covenant and attracted by the fragrances of the All-
Merciful. Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06132

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! For some time no trace
of thy pen has been seen. Such a famine occurred in Damascus
that the friends forgot love itself. In any case, do write good
news of your condition, for you are dear to me and an old friend
and intimate companion. Through the grace of the Greatest
Name, I hope that wherever you may be, you will be successful
in serving the manifest Light.

2 In Azerbaijan, be watchful that whenever European newspa-
per correspondents or travelers come to those regions, you as-
sociate with them with utmost love and kindness so they may
know how much the people of Baha are loving and kind to
the human race, and that they may remain protected from the
suggestions and doubts of the Covenant-breakers and the fol-
lowers of Yahya. This matter is very important - be mindful
of it and convey my instructions to Jenab-i-Bankdar and Aqa
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali.
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AB06351

AB06382

To: Mashhadi Abu’l-Qasim, in Tabriz

O perceptive one! The people of the world are stupefied by
vain imaginings while the intoxicated ones hold the wine flask
and cup. When a reflection from the radiance of divine man-
ifestation fell upon the wine-house of lovers, it caused tumult
and clamor among the distraught ones and created outcry and
lamentation in the hearts of the mystics.

Now that the Manifestor of Sinai, with a radiant face, amber-
diffusing curls, musk-laden tresses, a sweet ruby lip, an evident
beauty and manifest grace, has become the Cup-bearer at the
feast of contingent being, and has opened the doors of the
divine tavern to the people of the world, and freely offered
the delectable wine of divine manifestation, and caused novel
melodies to reach the ears of the wine-drinkers - they remained
silent, veiled and deprived.

And when He found the situation thus, He concealed His lumi-
nous countenance behind a veil and hid His mighty beauty in
the cloud of the unseen.
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AB06351

To: Mashhadi Rida Quli, in Tabriz

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Raise thy
hands in prayer to the threshold of God and offer thanks, say-
ing: “O Lord! Praise be unto Thee that Thou didst bestow
sustenance upon this destitute one and didst guide this poor
one to the treasury of the spirit. Thou didst lead this lost car-
avan to the Ka’bah of its goal and didst give this thirsty fish
to drink from the flowing spring of Tasnim.

Therefore, were I to open a hundred thousand tongues in my
mouth and with each tongue offer praise and thanksgiving unto
Thee, I would still fall short of properly thanking Thee for such
a gift that Thou hast freely given and such a bounty that Thou
hast freely bestowed.
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O Kind Lord! Make me firm and steadfast, make me upright,
and make me an intimate companion in the gathering of mys-
teries. O Generous One! Thou art the Lord of great bounty.
Verily, Thou art the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.”
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AB06048

To: Mashhadi Sadiq, in Tabriz

O manifest sign of the love of God! In this Most Great Cycle
when the Sun of the heaven of pre-existence illumined the hori-
zon of the world, a scattered people gathered and assembled
beneath the Sadratu’l-Muntaha of man through the influence
of His training. They were nurtured by various kindnesses, fa-
vors, bounties and outpourings, and became manifestations of
the Merciful’s attentions and dawning-places of the lights of
divine bestowal - so that on this day, which is the day of ab-
sence and the moment of grief and agonizing separation, they
might arise to exalt the Word of God, unsheathe the sword
of the tongue and blade of utterance from the scabbard of
the mouth, engage in promoting and spreading the divine fra-
grances, bring the world to life through the all-encompassing
grace of divine virtues, and make fragrant the nostrils of the
spiritually-minded with holy breaths. And upon thee be glory.
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AB06057

To: Muhammad Taqi brother of Ibrahim Khattat et al., in Tabriz

O servants of God! Jinab-i-Mirza has mentioned you in his
letter, that praise be to God, you are confirmed in the Greater
Guidance and assisted by the supreme gift, have entered the
Divine Law and are receptive to the outpourings of the All-
Merciful. You are worthy of bounties and deserving of kindness
and friendship.
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2 This servant also, at the illumined Sacred Threshold, in utmost
poverty and evanescence, supplicates and implores: O peerless
Lord! Make these souls radiant throughout, make their hearts
merciful, and their spirits divine, so that in all degrees they
may arise to do what befits this great Day and become suc-
cessful in achieving Thy good-pleasure.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06511

To: Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi the martyr, in Tabriz

O thou who hast acquired illumination from the niche of mys-
teries! By thy life, verily the heart is in rapture, the spirit is
in attraction, the innermost heart is aflame, the body is enkin-
dled, and the bones are in dissolution from the kindling of the
fire of the love of God and the blazing of its flames.

2 Alas for those who are extinguished! Woe unto those who are
frozen! Misery to those who are sluggish! Vengeance upon
those who are occupied and diverted!

Soon shall the veils be lifted, the covering removed, and dark-
ness shall be dispelled by a brilliant dawn shining upon the
horizons. The banners of the Word of God shall be raised, the
fragrances of the breaths of God shall be diffused, the dawn
of eternity shall appear, and the lamp of God’s bounty shall
reveal the hidden secret and concealed mystery. The breezes
of God’s bounty shall blow from the direction of divine grace
upon all regions and districts. At that time, the frozen ones
shall be in loss and the extinguished ones shall perish.
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AB12428

AB06064

To: Abdu’l-Ghaffar son of Qavam Divan, in Tihran

O servant of God! Your letter arrived and from its garden
of meanings a fragrant breeze wafted. It bore evidence of a
sensitive and refined heart, and of turning to God, reliance,
initiative and supplication in this intense day when the fire of
tests is ablaze and has burned the wings and feathers of the
enamored moth.

Blessed art thou that in such days thou wrote a letter and
laid the foundation of faithfulness and set thy thoughts upon
attaining His good pleasure. Blessed art thou that on such a
day thou showed forth and manifested thyself and, God willing,
thou art victorious and triumphant.

Consider how swiftly the days of life pass by and remain with-
out fruit or result, and no benefit or profit remains - except for
the men of God who raise high the banner of faithfulness and
show forth noble resolve and become needy servants of Truth.
They shall attain the most great bounty.
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AB12428

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin of God! A lengthy prayer was offered, in the utmost
lowliness and supplication, at the court of the grandeur of the
Lord Creator; and pardon and forgiveness were sought from
the threshold of the All-Merciful for the friends who have taken
flight unto the eternal horizon. From the grace and forgiveness
of the forgiving Lord, I cherish the hope that all have attained,
beneath the shadow of that Beloved of the horizons, unto the
most great bounties of the Lord Whose aid is implored.

Present to Hadrat-i-Thamarah one hundred tumans at one
time, and thereafter nine tumans every month, month by
month. But keep this matter concealed; let no one know of
it save Haji Mirza ‘Abdu’llah and yourself. Likewise, the
fifty tumans that were assigned to the late Mulla Ahmad-‘Ali
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AB06404

should be conveyed to his family and dependents. Also convey
one hundred tumans to Jinab-i-‘Andalib. Yet keep all these
matters hidden. Upon thee be Baha.
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AB11917

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! For some time there
has been a delay in corresponding with you, and this was due
to certain obstacles that arose. For a while the dove of servi-
tude was silent and still, refraining from its wondrous melodies.
Now, through the aid and grace of the Abha Beauty, may my
spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones, it has once again begun
to sing, and the writing of general letters has commenced, that
a letter may be written and spread throughout the East and
West.

You are always in my thoughts and I pray for you, that the aid
and grace of His Holiness the One may encompass your condi-
tion. Therefore, a general letter has been written and is being
sent, so that you may transcribe it in very fine handwriting,
print it, and send it to all regions.

Convey to all the friends the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous
greetings. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06404

To: Aqga Mirza Nasrullah Tanbaku Furush, in Tihran

O longtime friend! The letter which you had sent through
Mirza Haydar-‘Ali was received, and its contents brought the
utmost joy and delight, for praise be to God, that ancient
servant of the Blessed Beauty has remained firm in his ancient
love and steadfast in the face of trials and tests.
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AB05996

Today the greatest of all things is firmness in the Cause of
God. The cherished friends must be like mountains of iron -
weighty and immovable - and become an impregnable fortress
for the Center of God’s Cause, for every day brings its test,
and especially in the future there will be severe trials.

This is why it is stated in the tradition: “All people shall perish
except the believers, and all believers shall perish except those
who are tested, and all who are tested shall perish except the
sincere ones, and the sincere ones are in grave danger.”

In any case, remain as firm and steadfast as you can. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB05996

To: Aga Shahzadih, in Tihran

O Lord, O Thou Whose mercy hath encompassed all, Whose
forgiveness is transcendent, Whose bounty is sublime, Whose
pardon and generosity are all-embracing, and the lights of
Whose forgiveness are diffused throughout the world! O Lord
of glory! I entreat Thee, fervently and tearfully, to cast upon
Thy handmaiden who hath ascended unto Thee the glances of
the eye of Thy mercy. Robe her in the mantle of Thy grace,
bright with the ornaments of the celestial Paradise, and, shel-
tering her beneath the tree of Thy oneness, illumine her face
with the lights of Thy mercy and compassion.

Bestow upon Thy heavenly handmaiden, O God, the holy fra-
grances born of the spirit of Thy forgiveness. Cause her to
dwell in a blissful abode, heal her griefs with the balm of Thy
reunion, and, in accordance with Thy will, grant her admission
to Thy holy Paradise. Let the angels of Thy loving-kindness
descend successively upon her, and shelter her beneath Thy
blessed Tree. Thou art, verily, the Ever-Forgiving, the Most
Generous, the All-Bountiful.

BPRY.044-045
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AB11744

To: Arbab wife of Abdu’l-Husayn Ardistani, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! T have written to you letters many
times, and yet again the pen is in motion. Consider how ac-
cepted and beloved your services are at the Threshold of the
Divine Unity, that this pen is again engaged in mentioning
you.

His honor Ibn-i-Abhar was day and night occupied with men-
tioning the services of you and the handmaidens of the Merciful,
and would open his tongue in praise and thanksgiving. Indeed
he was very grateful and pleased.

Through the grace and confirmation of His Holiness the Divine
Unity, there is firm hope that henceforth you will be assisted
more than before in rendering services to the friends of the
Merciful and be confirmed by the bestowals of the Lord.

Your services and those of the handmaidens of the Merciful are
like an inscription carved in stone - existing and visible at the
Threshold of Divine Unity. And upon you be glory.
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AB12446

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran

O dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The Abha Beauty is my witness
that I have boundless love for you and desire your progress and
advancement in all degrees, that you may be a faithful servant
at the Threshold of the Most Great Name and like a bright
and shining star. Whatever I guide you towards, follow it. My
purpose is that you may be confirmed in outstanding services.
You observed that when you wished to leave Tehran, I did not
consent, and in the end how fruitful it proved to be, as you
were even enabled to render that known service. Consult with
the Trustee (Amin) in affairs, for he is my trusted one. And
upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas
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AB12448

2 Pay no heed to anyone’s stories and tales - they are confused

dreams. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Do not even correspond with anyone here, for each person
speaks according to their own imagination and makes decla-
rations. And peace be upon you.
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AB12448

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran

O you who are the remembrance of that radiant lamp of the
supreme martyrdom! A letter was received from you and its
contents were noted. Beseech God that in all circumstances
you may be the recipient of the confirmation of the Glorious
Lord and be assisted by His mighty support. These days are
most precious and momentous, but intense effort and striving
are required so that the confirmation of servitude may be at-
tained and one may succeed in serving the Sacred Threshold.
Consider your noble father, who through what detachment and
sacrifice attained to this spiritual station and became the man-
ifestation of infinite bounty. Name that daughter Baha’iyyih.
And upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

He is God! O son of the martyr! You are ever before My sight
and vision. Strive and exert yourself in what was previously
written. God willing, you will be assisted.
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AB06051

To: Badiih related to Abdu’llah, in Tihran

O Badi’ih, your letter was received through Jinab-i-Shahid Thn
al-Shahid and brought forth spirit and fragrance. Its contents
were like hidden pearls and its meaning like treasured gems, for
it contained evidences of steadfastness and signs of firmness. O
assured leaf, the time has come to set the horizons ablaze with
the heat of the love of God and to transform the world into a
paradise of oneness through the lights of sanctification and de-
tachment. The handmaidens of the Merciful must today arise
like holy birds and strive day and night in the sanctification
and detachment of other souls so that all handmaidens of the
Merciful may be gathered together like angels of sanctification.

Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to the
handmaiden of God, the assured leaf, wife of the late Aqa
Muhammad-Sadiq.
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AB06036

To: Daughter of Ismullahul-Asdag, in Tihran

O Handmaid of God! Be happy, be happy, and be free from
this world. Hold fast to the hem of holiness and withdraw from
the world and all who are in it. A ray from the bounty of His
Holiness the Most Great Unity shines upon your head and a
gift from the favors of the Blessed Beauty dwells in your heart
- what more sorrow could you have?

Rest assured that you are protected and preserved beneath
the shade of the Comforting Tree and joyful and blessed in the
shadow of the favors of the Ancient Beauty. That is from the
bounty of your Lord, which He bestows upon whomsoever He
willeth. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty.

Convey greetings and glory to his honor the Attar and say
the glance of the Blessed Beauty’s favor encompasses you, be
assured and its effects shall soon appear. Convey Most Won-
drous, Most Glorious greetings to Inayatu’llah and Qudsiyyih.
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ABO06089

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06386

To: Diyaul-Hajiyyih, Uzra Khanum et al., in Tihran

O spiritual leaves! Blessed are ye for having been attracted by
the fragrances of God, for your hearts have been illumined by
the light of guidance, and your faces have shone with the rays
of the love of God.

By My life! Were ye to prostrate yourselves in thanksgiving
to God throughout the passage of centuries, ages, epochs and
eras for this supreme gift, ye would still fall short in offering
adequate thanks.

However, at present this is hidden from sight - none know of it
save those possessed of insight and lofty thoughts whose traces
are sublime. These lights shall shine forth and these signs shall
appear, and it shall be proven that servitude at the Sublime
Threshold is a glorious crown whose most resplendent jewels
shall gleam upon the horizons.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB06089

To: Habibullah Ibn Sina, in Tihran

O servant of God! Your revered father dedicated his days to
the divine path and engaged in service night and day. He never
took rest nor paused for a moment. Praise be to God, you too
have followed his example, becoming a manifestation of “the
son is the secret of his father.”

To the extent possible, walk in his path and follow his example
in all things, so that you may spend your days in the best
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AB06366

of gifts, discover the treasure of the Kingdom, and become a
manifestation of “God will enrich all from His abundance.”

In this ephemeral world, the most precious treasure is the recog-
nition of the Merciful Lord and love for the Beloved of both
worlds. Praise be to God that you are distinguished by this and
are in harmony with a sweet melody and tune among strangers
and friends.

Upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abbas ‘Abbas.
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AB06366

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Tihran

O thou who speakest the praise of the Lord! In this realm of ex-
istence and arena of manifestation, those souls attain unto holy
stations and discover the Most Merciful Lord who have become
freed from these conditions that prevent, veil, obstruct and im-
pede, who aim for the heights of the most glorious Kingdom
and hasten to the Supreme Concourse. That is, though they
walk upon the earth, they soar in soul and heart to the summit
of the placeless realm, and though outwardly they move in the
lowest horizon, in reality they commune in intimate prayer in
the most glorious horizon. This is the station of “Die before
ye die”

O loving friend! If we catch but a fragrance from the gifts
of this Day of Manifestation, we shall pass beyond even that
which exists in the kingdom of heaven whose gaze is fixed upon
the earthly realm, and shall freely sacrifice both soul and heart
in the path of the Most Glorious Beauty, tasting the poison of
annihilation as if it were the honey of immortality.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB06268

To: Husayn Hamadani, in Tihran

O discoverer of mysteries! Praise God that you have grasped
the proofs and evidences, and have uncovered the mysteries
of the decisive proof, and have established the religion of God
through brilliant proofs, and have made manifest the truth
of the Prophets through clear evidences. This is from divine
bestowal and heavenly confirmations and the teaching of the
divine teacher. You must be thankful that you have obtained
such a gift and become the manifestation of such a favor. Al-
though this treatise is brief, it contains a detailed exposition,
for whatever is written in praise of God and in proof of the
truth of the Infinite One, even if brief, is a clear book and a
page from the Supreme Tablets. Blessed art thou, then blessed
art thou, for this supreme gift. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB06277

To: Liqaiyyih Asdaq Mudabbir, in Tihran

O cherished maidservant of God! I summoned the honored
martyr from India. He arrived safe and protected, and it has
been several days that they are with me. Praise be to God,
they were successful and confirmed in their journey to Iraq and
India, and became the cause of guidance for souls. You should
give thanks that in all matters they became the manifestation
of the favors and bounties of the Divine Unity.

Now they have been assigned to a very important matter which
is a great service. I hope that through divine confirmations and
heavenly assistance they will fulfill it as they should and must.
And I beseech God that the family of he who attained the
meeting of his Lord in the seat of truth, the Most Truthful
Name of God, may all be successful in serving the Word of
God.
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In this cycle females have the station of males, rather in the
West women have achieved superiority over men. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB06076

To: Mirza Aqa Taligani, in Tihran

O servant of Baha! Your Persian letter with its Iraqi melody
had the effect of Hijazi songs and gave an Iraqi ecstasy, for it
was a deeply heartfelt sigh and a pleasing call of steadfastness
in the Covenant of the Self-Sufficient Lord. From one perspec-
tive it had the effect of burning, and from another the intox-
ication from the wine of the Covenant. Blessed be the loins
that bore you, blessed be the wombs that delivered you, and
blessed be the breasts that nursed you, until you were found
in this mighty cycle and drank a full cup from the choice wine
of the knowledge of your Generous Lord.

Regarding what you wrote about prayer - prayer is obligatory
and required for all. You must certainly guide everyone to
perform their prayers, for it is the ascension of spirits and the
lamp of the hearts of the righteous. It is the living waters of the
paradise of good-pleasure and an explicitly ordained duty from
the All-Merciful. Delay and negligence are never permissible.

BRL__IOPF#2.12x, ADMS#292x
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AB06170

To: Mirza Hatam Khan, in Tihran

O Hétim of the realm of longing and yearning! Hatim of Ta’iy
bestowed dirhams and dinars and horses and camels and bro-
cades and garments. He spread the feast of food and the table
of bounty. And this giving and bestowing made his name en-
dure in this transient world. But his food was the flesh of desert
camels and his drink the water from dangerous wilderness pits.

Therefore strive thou to become the Hatim of the realm of
faithfulness and the generous one of the kingdom of bestowal.
Let thy food be the heavenly table and thy drink the sweet
waters from the ocean of oneness. Let thy gift become the
flowing treasure of God and thy bestowal the water of life from
the garden of Paradise, so that thy name may be exalted in
the divine world and thy designation honored in the heavenly
Kingdom.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon the sincere ones.
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AB06178

To: Mirza Mihdi son of Mulla Ghulam-Rida et al., in Tihran

O two brothers like two stars! Do not become melancholy
and sorrowful from the difficulties, calamities and hardships
in this world, for every condition passes away and ultimately
proves fruitless and without result. Every comfort vanishes
and every trouble and hardship comes to an end. Look to
the consequences of matters and yearn for eternal comfort and
joy. We hope through God’s bounty that the means of physical
ease and comfort will also be provided. If the means of comfort
are not available in Tehran, return to Shahrud, but with the
intention of diffusing the divine fragrances and promoting the
Covenant so that the doors of divine confirmation may open.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the assured leaf, the
handmaiden of God, the mother, and likewise give the Most
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Study guide to this volume

This ninth volume of undated letters draws from the full range of ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa’s epistolary practice:
pastoral letters of consolation and encouragement, theological formulations of His own station,
administrative directives to community leaders and prominent believers, sustained reflections on
the equality of women and men, and brief glimpses of the global spread of the Cause in Africa,
America, and Iran. The volume moves between the most intimate register — letters of grief,
longing, and prayer — and the most public: declarations of a world-illumining mission whose call
has already reached “every poor and noble one.” Running through all of it is the question of how
human beings may orient themselves truly — toward God, toward one another, toward the Covenant
— in an age of unprecedented spiritual possibility. These writings belong to the broader context of
‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s ministry as Center of the Covenant, a ministry conducted entirely within the limits
of captivity and surveillance yet radiating outward to communities on multiple continents.

The Station of Pure Servitude

Key Passages

Know ye that my very being is ‘Abdu’l-Baha, my essence is ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, my reality
is ‘Abdu’l-Bah4, my loftiest station is ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, and my ultimate goal is ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. I have no station save servitude to Bahd, no rank except submission and service
to the loved ones of God. Nothing has flowed from my pen except that I am ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, the Son of Bah4, and the bondsman of Bah4. —
AB05407

O thou who art firm in God’s Covenant! Well is it with thee, for like a foundation
made of steel plates thou hast remained firm and steadfast in the New Covenant, and
in the Cause of the Peerless Beauty thou hast stood straight and strong. Thou hast
become the object of praise of the Supreme Concourse and the recipient of honor from
the denizens of the highest Paradise. This praise sufficeth thee — that thou wert veiled
by no veil and attributed to no ulterior motive. God hath praised thee and lauded and
extolled thee, saying “The blame of no blamer shall turn them from God.” Today there
is no greater praise than firmness in the Covenant, and no higher commendation than
steadfastness. — ABO05144
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Context for Study

Few theological declarations in the entire Baha’i corpus are as precise, and as paradoxical, as
‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s insistence that His loftiest station is servitude. The name ‘Abdu’l-Baha — “Servant
of Bahd” — is the summit of identity, the highest aspiration, and the ultimate goal, all at once. In
theological terms, ‘Abdu’l-Bah4d is refusing every category of honor that would place Him above
or apart from Bahd’u’lldh’s Revelation: He will not accept the title of prophet, of saint in the
traditional sense, or of anything that might suggest an independent claim. The declaration, read
alongside AB05144, reveals the full structure of this theological move: the firmness that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha praises in His correspondent is precisely the same orientation of will toward a center beyond
oneself. The believer finds his highest dignity in faithful adherence; ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 finds His in total
self-effacement, before Baha’uw’lldh. This dialectic of servitude and exaltation runs through many
traditions. Paul writes that the one who humbles himself will be exalted (Philippians 2:9). The
Sufi tradition understands fana (annihilation of self) as the precondition for baga (subsistence in
God). The Gospel of John depicts Jesus washing the disciples’ feet and declaring that the servant
is not greater than the master. What distinguishes ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s declaration is its specificity: it
is directed not toward God in general but toward a particular Revelation in a particular moment
of history, and it is offered as an inexhaustible source of strength rather than abasement.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s identification of His “loftiest station” with servitude redefine the
relationship between greatness and humility? Where does this most closely resemble, and
where does it most sharply depart from, the Christian kenotic tradition?

2. In what sense is it meaningful to say that today “there is no greater praise than firmness
in the Covenant”? How does this formulation situate personal virtue within institutional
loyalty?

3. Islamic theology distinguishes the ‘abd (servant/slave) from the wali (friend of God). How
might ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s insistence on the title of servant be read in light of this distinction?

4. Paul in Philippians 2 presents the kenosis of Christ as the model for Christian community.
How might ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s teaching here function analogously as a model for Baha’i commu-
nity life?

5. How does the phrase “steel plates” as a figure for steadfastness illuminate the difference
between a living covenant and a merely doctrinal commitment?

Truth, Fellowship, and the Discipline of Discernment

Key Passages

Truth, friendship, peace and reconciliation with all the peoples of the world are re-
quirements of worship of Truth in this Most Glorious Cycle. Praise be to God that
antagonism, cruelty, enmity, opposition, religious fanaticism, religious conflicts, reli-
gious contentions, and oppression have been completely removed.
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One must deal with all the peoples of the world with the utmost joy and fragrance,
except for the hypocrites. It is necessary to avoid and shun the hypocrite because
they cause lethargy, rigidity, listlessness, heedlessness and coldness. Their influence is
like severe winter cold — even if a person is in perfect health, intense cold produces
weakness, trembling and illness. — AB05094

O servant of the divine Threshold! Consider every poor one a prince and know every
weak one to be mighty strong. For though they may outwardly be without means, yet
at the Holy Threshold they are servants, near ones: the poorer they are, the nearer they
are, and the weaker they are, the stronger they become. — AB12372

Context for Study

These two passages open complementary windows onto ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s social ethics. The first
establishes the widest possible circle of fellowship — all peoples of the world, with the single
exception of those whose hypocrisy actively poisons the spiritual atmosphere — while the second
locates the ground of social solidarity in a radical inversion of worldly rank. The teaching on
hypocrisy is psychologically precise: ‘Abdu’l-Baha does not describe the hypocrite as sinful in an
abstract sense but as radiating a cold that weakens healthy souls. This is less a moral judgment
than a spiritual epidemiology, reminiscent of the Qur’anic warning (2:8-20) that the munafiqun
(hypocrites) carry a disease in their hearts that spreads. The teaching on poverty is still more radical:
outward destitution is inversely proportional to spiritual proximity. This echoes the Sermon on the
Mount (“Blessed are the poor in spirit”), the Islamic concept of fagr (spiritual poverty before God)
as the highest station, and the Sufi understanding of the darwish as one who has emptied himself
of worldly attachments. What is distinctive here is ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s active directive — “consider
every poor one a prince” — which is less a statement about metaphysics than a command about
perception and conduct. The seeing eye must be trained; the moral imagination must be reformed.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s teaching on the “cold” of hypocrites relate to classical Islamic and
Christian analyses of insincerity as a spiritual condition rather than merely an ethical failing?

2. In what sense does the command to “consider every poor one a prince” represent a transfor-
mation of perception as much as a call to service? How does this compare with the Christian
discipline of seeing Christ in the poor (Matthew 25:40)7?

3. The Qur’an describes God’s mercy as extending “over all things” (7:156) while still distinguish-
ing believers from hypocrites. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahad navigate the same tension between
universal embrace and necessary discernment?

4. How might the principle that “the weaker they are, the stronger they become” be distinguished
from a romantic idealization of suffering? What prevents it from becoming a rationalization
for indifference to material poverty?

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s combination of universal fellowship and spiritual discernment com-
pare with Kantian cosmopolitanism, which grounds universal respect in rational dignity rather
than spiritual proximity?
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Women in the New Dispensation

Key Passages

In this wondrous Dispensation, the supreme outpouring of the Glorious Lord became
the cause of manifest achievements by women. Some handmaidens arose who excelled
men in the arena of knowledge. They arose with such love and spirituality that they
became the cause of the outpouring of the bounty of the Sovereign Lord upon mankind,
and with their sanctity, purity and attributes of the spirit led a great many to the shore
of unity. They became a guiding torch to the wanderers in the wastes of bewilderment,
and enkindled the despondent in the nether world with the flame of the love of the Lord.
— ABO05189

In receiving the bounties from the cloud of the Lord’s mercy, men and women are equal,
and “All do We aid, both these and those, and the gift of thy Lord is not limited” is
established and applicable in this regard. Thus the garment of sanctification of the love
of God and the blessed robe of the knowledge of God fits every stature harmoniously,
whether male or female, whether old or young. — ABO05051

O cherished handmaiden of God! In this mighty Dispensation and ancient and living
Cycle, women have been distinguished by such a bounty that they have become equal
to men. They loose their tongues and make wondrous utterances, and give the seekers
to drink from the pure spring. — AB05342

Context for Study

These three passages, drawn from separate letters to different recipients, form a sustained and
progressive teaching on women’s station in the Baha’i dispensation. The first is historical in register:
it points to women who, in fact, “excelled men in the arena of knowledge” and who lit fires in
bewildered souls. The second is theological: it grounds equality in a Qur’anic citation about God’s
universal aid, asserting that divine outpouring knows no gender distinction. The third is directive:
women must now “loose their tongues” and “make wondrous utterances,” turning the dispensation’s
gift into active service. Together, the three passages move from precedent, to principle, to practice
— a recognizable pattern of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s pedagogical method. The claim that women “excelled
men” in knowledge stands against the classical Qur’anic verse “men have a degree above women”
(2:228), which ‘Abdu’l-Bahé implicitly recontextualizes: that verse applied to a particular legal
and social moment, not to the spiritual capacity of souls as such. Christian readers will recall
that the resurrection was first proclaimed by women (John 20), and that Paul’s declaration “there
is neither male nor female” (Galatians 3:28) has been a contested resource in Christian debates
about women’s ministry. Jewish readers may compare the rabbinic tradition’s complex negotiation
between women’s equal standing before God and their limited role in public worship. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s claim is more sweeping than any of these: the dispensation itself transforms the social
landscape through a divine outpouring that “fits every stature harmoniously.”
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Questions for Reflection

1.

How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahda’s appeal to a Qur’anic verse to ground equality of the sexes function
as an argument within Islamic hermeneutics? What does this tell us about his method of
Qur’anic interpretation?

. The passage about women “excelling men” uses actual historical examples. How does ap-

peal to precedent — spiritual biography — function differently from abstract argument for
equality?

. In what ways might the Christian tradition’s history of restricting women’s ministerial roles

be illuminated, challenged, or enriched by the Baha’i principle as stated here?

. How does the image of divine bounty as a “garment that fits every stature harmoniously”

compare with Rawlsian arguments for gender equality, which ground themselves in principles
of justice rather than in divine bestowal?

. What obligations follow, according to these passages, from women’s equal spiritual station?

How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha frame the relationship between privilege and responsibility?

Human Nature, Antiquity, and the Inner Pearl

Key Passages

Man is the greatest part of the world of existence and the fruit of the tree of the visible
world. His species is eternal, and this everlasting reality has neither beginning nor end.
What Western philosophers say about human evolution — that man has come from
the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms and reached this station through growth
and development — is mere fancy, for the human species is ancient. Perhaps on this
earth it was initially like a seed, then progressed and reached the station of “the best of
creators.” But that seed which gradually developed was the human species, not animal.
— AB05224

Truth is a precious pearl that has remained estranged and veiled within the shell of
contingent existence, hidden and concealed. Yet due to its indescribable delicacy, purity,
brilliance and radiance, its light and rays have shone from the very center upon the
surface of the shell, gleaming with a slight reflection. Eyes are dazzled by that ray and
minds are enamored with that reflection. Therefore the people of the world seek truth
in the realm of contingent existence rather than at the center. And when they find
it not, they become captive to weariness and companion to woe. So give thanks that
God’s grace has guided you from the periphery to the center, and from the glass to the
lamp. — ABO05153

Context for Study

The two passages in this section address the deepest questions about human identity from two
different directions: the first, cosmological — what is the place of human beings in the order of
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creation? The second, epistemological — how do human beings find truth? On evolution, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is not rejecting developmental change — the seed metaphor accepts gradual transformation
— but insisting that the seed was always human, never animal. The human species was, from the
beginning, the “fruit of the tree,” distinct in kind from other creatures. This position is neither
that of materialist evolutionism nor of creationist fixity; it holds that human reality is an enduring
essence that has always been itself, even as it developed its outward capacities. This view resonates
with Aristotelian hylomorphism, in which form is eternally what it is even as matter changes,
and with Islamic philosophical arguments that the human soul is a substance not reducible to
its material substrate. The passage on truth as a pearl at the center of a shell is a compressed
masterpiece of Sufi-inflected epistemology. The light shining through the shell dazzles those who
pursue its reflection, leaving them “captive to weariness.” The trained eye — guided by divine grace
— learns to move from the reflection toward the source. This is structurally identical to Plato’s
image of the cave, but it adds a dimension absent in Plato: divine grace guides the turn. The lamp
and the glass, the pearl and the shell, are images of the Manifestation and the created world —
reality and its refraction.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s claim that the human species is ancient and distinct in kind bear
on contemporary debates between evolutionary biology and religious anthropology? Is this a
scientific claim, a metaphysical one, or both?

2. In what sense does the seed metaphor of human development preserve something important
about developmental process while denying the reduction of human nature to animal nature?

3. Compare ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s teaching on human uniqueness with the Qur’anic verse “We have
honored the children of Adam” (17:70) and with Kant’s insistence that persons are ends in
themselves and must never be treated as mere means.

4. How does the metaphor of truth as a pearl at the center explain the human tendency to
mistake reflections for realities — to chase wealth, reputation, or ideology as substitutes for
the living encounter with divine truth?

5. What practices of mind and heart might constitute a movement “from the periphery to the
center”? How do contemplative traditions in Islam, Christianity, and Judaism describe this
movement?

East and West as Lovers: The Global Mission

Key Passages

Now this will be the offspring of East and West. Surely its coming brings felicity, for it
is evidence of what was repeatedly written in letters: that East and West are like two
lovers embracing one another. — ABO05436

O radiant Ibtihaj! Praise be to God, the lamp has been lit and the path has made clear
and visible. The life-giving breeze of grace is wafting and the Sun of Truth is brilliant
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and bright. At the time of Christ’s ascension there were eleven believers. Now see what
is happening! Praise be to God, the call is raised in Africa, and in Asia the Turk and
Tajik are awakened, and from America the shot of the unity of mankind reaches the ear
of every poor and noble one. — ABO05396

Context for Study

The two passages in this section capture two registers of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s vision of global spiritual
transformation. The first is intimate: a letter to an individual concerning a child about to be
born of an East-West union, which ‘Abdu’l-Baha greets not merely as a personal blessing but as
a living “evidence” of the new age’s deepest teaching. The image of East and West as “two lovers
embracing one another” is a deliberate aesthetic and theological act: it refuses the frameworks of
cultural hierarchy, civilizational conflict, or colonial encounter that dominated the world in which
‘Abdu’l-Baha was writing. The child of such a union embodies, in a single life, what the Cause
proclaims for all humanity. The second passage takes the cosmic view: from eleven disciples at the
Ascension of Christ to a globe-spanning call, the movement of divine revelation has always proved
irresistible to opposition. Africa, Asia, America — the three great non-European continents of the
modern missionary imagination — are here presented as already receptive to the Baha’i message.
The comparison to the early Christian movement after the Ascension is an argument from precedent,
designed to inspire confidence in a community that might feel small. Philosophically, the metaphor
of the lovers draws on the classical Persian poetic tradition — Layli and Majnun, Rumi’s reed and
its bed — but extends it from the mystical union of soul and God to the civilizational union of East
and West. This is a secularization of mystical imagery in the most elevated sense: the spiritual
reality of love becomes the engine of world transformation.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is at stake, culturally and politically, in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s choice of the image of lovers to
describe the relationship between East and West? How does this compare with contemporary
postcolonial frameworks for understanding civilizational encounter?

2. The comparison to the eleven disciples is a confident historical argument. On what theological
assumptions does it rest? How might a skeptic challenge it, and how might a Baha’i respond?

3. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s vision of a child born of East-West union relate to Paul’s declaration
in Galatians 3:28 that there is “neither Jew nor Greek”? What is similar, and what remains
distinctive?

4. The phrase “the shot of the unity of mankind” applies a martial metaphor to a peaceful
teaching. What does this reveal about the urgency and velocity ‘Abdu’l-Bahé ascribed to the
movement of Baha’i ideas?

5. How do the three geographic markers — Africa, Asia, America — illuminate ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
global vision? What significance might lie in the deliberate inclusion of Africa, which so much
nineteenth-century religious thought either ignored or subordinated?
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Death as Passage: Consolation and the Eternity of the Soul

Key Passages

Although that noble one has taken flight to the Kingdom of Light and left you behind
as a memento in this unstable abode, be not sorrowful, become not grief-stricken, weep
not, wail not. For he has ascended in the shadow of the Peerless Beauty to the Kingdom
of Glory and has attained to the threshold of the Throne of the Lord, the All-Bountiful.

This is not death, it is life; this is not passing, it is deliverance; this is not extinction, it
is immortality; this is not separation, it is the very essence of faithfulness. The parched
and thirsting one has reached the boundless ocean of mercy, and the passionate lover,
freed from separation, has attained to his Beloved. — AB05235

O my God! O my God! These two pure souls have turned to the Kingdom of Thy mercy
and have hearkened unto the call of the King of Thy oneness. They have believed in
Thee and in Thy verses, have testified to Thy words, and have been drawn to the horizon
of Thy unity. Their hearts were stirred like seas by the winds of Thy love, and their
affairs grew mighty in the field of Thy knowledge.

O Lord! O Lord! Make their final destination the beginning of Thy favors, admit them
to the pavilion of Thy holiness, cause them to abide eternally in the gatherings of Thy
companionship, grant them the blessing of meeting Thee, immerse them in the ocean of
Thy bestowals, and establish for them a seat of truth with Thee and an exalted station
before Thee. — AB12374

Thou knowest, O God, and art my witness that I have no desire in my heart save to
attain Thy good pleasure, to be confirmed in servitude unto Thee, to consecrate myself
in Thy service, to labour in Thy great vineyard and to sacrifice all in Thy path. O God!
Protect me from tests. Thou knowest full well that I have turned away from all things
and freed myself of all thoughts. I have no occupation save mention of Thee and no
aspiration save serving Thee. — ABO05167

Context for Study

This final section gathers three texts that address the soul’s trajectory toward God. The consolation
letter (AB05235) achieves its effect through a series of antitheses that refuse the common language
of loss: each phrase that names death is immediately superseded by a higher reality. The rhetoric
is not merely rhetorical; it rests on a coherent account of the soul’s freedom from the body as a
liberation into fuller life. The Sufi poet Rumi expresses the same movement in the image of the reed
cut from the reed-bed, crying from the pain of separation but destined for reunion. The Christian
tradition speaks of the “valley of the shadow of death” through which the soul passes to the presence
of the Good Shepherd (Psalm 23). The Jewish tradition, in the Kaddish, does not speak of death
at all but praises God’s greatness, reframing grief within doxology. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s letter performs
a similar act of reframing: grief is met with vision. The prayer for departing souls (AB12374)
is among the most elevated in this collection: it asks that the “final destination” become “the
beginning of favors” — death as commencement rather than conclusion. The third text (AB05167)
reveals ‘Abdu’l-Baha Himself at prayer, asking for protection from tests with a transparency that
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illuminates the human dimension of His own spiritual life. To read a prayer composed by the one
who writes the consolations is to grasp that ‘Abdu’l-Baha occupied both positions simultaneously:
comforter and mourner, lamp-bearer and seeker.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé presents death through a series of reframings: death is life, passing is deliverance,
extinction is immortality. How does this rhetorical method function spiritually? What does
it ask of the bereaved?

2. Compare the prayer AB12374 with Psalm 23 and with the Islamic du‘a for the deceased (du‘a
al-mayyit). What elements do these traditions share, and where does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s prayer
diverge?

3. The image of the “parched and thirsting one” reaching the ocean inverts the usual direc-
tionality of prayer (the soul ascending toward God). What theological work does this image
do?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s own prayer asks for protection from tests. How does this confession of vul-
nerability illuminate His understanding of the relationship between divine will and human
endurance?

5. In what sense might the Baha’i teaching about the afterlife be considered more demanding,
spiritually, than either the Christian doctrine of resurrection or the Buddhist teaching of
rebirth? What does it require of how we live now?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This ninth volume of undated letters moves, with characteristic ease, between the grandest claims —
East and West as lovers, Africa awakened, women excelling men, death as the beginning of eternal
life — and the most intimate: a prayer at dusk for a friend in difficulty, a reassurance to a grieving
family, a precise theological refusal to accept any title beyond servitude. The coherence of these
movements is not accidental; it arises from a single center: the soul that has found its identity in
service to a divine Cause.

The volume therefore presses its reader toward this question: How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s self-
understanding as pure servant — not exalted teacher, not independent authority —
make possible a mode of leadership and a quality of presence that the world’s religious
traditions have rarely seen together, and what does this demand of communities and
individuals who would inherit His example?
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