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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 190

This eleventh volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha contains a large body of brief pastoral
letters, many of them couched in the familiar idiom of steadfastness, service, detachment, and
consolation, yet several items preserve concrete glimpses of the circumstances of the community.
ABO07747 is especially valuable for its administrative and historical detail: it refers to receipts,
funds, naming a child “Abbas,” the detention of a believer in Najaf-i-Ashraf, and the confidential
conversion of “two learned men.” AB12503 is likewise noteworthy for its practical instruction con-
cerning the Hands of the Cause, stating that they are to be shown consideration and, when in
hardship, provided with a moderate living. AB07416 is a disciplinary and sociological notice: it
describes believers who had assumed the guise of dervishes, singing ghazals and spiritual songs in
public places, and counsels that the practice should cease, while discouraging any wandering that
would humiliate the Cause.

A second group of items is notable for its treatment of women, education, and spiritual capacity.
ABO07195, AB07196, AB07201, and AB07887 all speak with particular force about the station of
women in the new Dispensation, emphasizing their equality in spiritual rank, their capacity for
knowledge and utterance, and their duty to shine through chastity, purity, detachment, and service.
AB07433, addressed to Zahra, develops the meaning of her name into a meditation on true radiance,
defining human luminosity through purity, truthfulness, spirituality, humility, evanescence, and
expressive power. AB07264 is a compact but important statement on the education of children,
calling it among the greatest services rendered to God, while AB0O7375 offers a prayer for children
as saplings in the divine garden. In a related register, AB12524 urges a youth to pursue the study
of medicine, and AB07364, addressed to a physician, turns medical vocation into a metaphor for
healing hearts and spirits through the remedy of the Abha Kingdom.

The volume also contains vivid materials on persecution, loss, pilgrimage, teaching, and the
Covenant. AB07569 consoles a believer whose home had been pillaged and burned, interpreting
dispossession as detachment and heavenly enrichment; AB07700 praises Abdu’l-Muhsin, plundered
in the path of the Beloved; AB07505 evokes clerical oppression with stark imagery of “wolves
and demons,” severed heads, and martyrs hastening from the dark strait to the luminous world.
ABO08014 casts affliction through the figure of Joseph, linking the well, captivity, lash, and gallows
to eventual divine triumph. Teaching is highlighted in AB07329, with its striking reference to
India’s receptivity and the Persian “candy” going to Bengal, and in AB07918, where the human
heart becomes soil to be cultivated until the oneness of humankind raises its banner. Several items
are also useful for Covenant themes: ABO07557 redefines the “teacher” through the school of the
Primordial Covenant; AB07395 uses Gemini and the stars as imagery for two steadfast believers
becoming lights against the violators; AB08306 and AB07655 stress Abdu’l-Baha’s preferred title
as servitude itself, making “‘Abdu’l-Baha” a theological statement rather than a mere name.
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ABO07806

ABO7747

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumsi, in Port Said

O Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Asadu’llah! Your letter was noted. A
letter was written to Jinab-i-Qa’im-Maqgami - forward it to
him. The receipt was also sent for you to forward to Jamshid
Khudadad. From whatever amount arrives, take out the forty-

one tumans sent by Qa’im-Maqami. Name the son of Aga
Hasan-‘Ali Khan Bandar-‘Abbasi ‘Abbas.

Convey most wondrous and glorious greetings to Aqga Siyyid
Mustafa, Aqa Mirza Asadu’llah and Aqa Siyyid ‘Abdu’l-
Husayn.

3 And write that your detention in Najaf-i-Ashraf was blessed
- that journey bore fruit. Now is not the time to mention it.
Two learned men became believers - keep this confidential.
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AB07806

To: Abu’l-Qasim Khan, in Qazvin

O thou who hast heard the Call and hast responded, “Here
am I, O my Lord, the Most Glorious!” If thou wouldst direct
thy gaze to the most exalted horizon, thou wouldst witness
the lights of the Kingdom of Abha that have illumined the
horizons of creation. And if thou wouldst turn thine ear to
the realm above, thou wouldst hear how the call of the celes-
tial Herald and the voice from the unseen realm have raised
a mighty clamor and tumult throughout earth and heaven. A
hundred thousand regrets that ears are as the ears of cattle
and eyes as the eyes of those who suffer loss—deaf, dumb, and
blind, they shall not return. In the Treatise on the Way, it
is stated, exalted be His remembrance: “Truth hath appeared
manifest as the resplendent sun, but alas that it hath come to
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ABO07193

the city of the blind.” Now the blind ones behold not the lights
of the outpourings of the Kingdom of Abha.

AB07403

To: Aqa Yahya et al., in Qazvin

O two bright candles of the love of God! T swear by the face
and hair of the Beloved and His life-giving smiles that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s heart is so attracted to the love of the friends that it
cannot be described.

Therefore, O my two friends and helpers, be in the utmost
joy and gladness, and in complete enthusiasm and excitement,
for praise be to God, you are under the gaze of His grace and
included in the favors of the Lord of Oneness. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s
heart is with you and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s spirit is with you.

Therefore, gird up the loins of service so that you may become
guardians at the Divine Threshold and near-stationed servants
at the Sacred Threshold of the Absolute Identity. And upon
you both be glory.
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AB07193

To: Bidiyyih Lami, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of Baha! Loose your tongue in praise of the
Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones
- so that the spirits of the Concourse on High may be stirred
into motion and this gathering of the All-Merciful may increase
in passion and rapture. Today in the gardens of the Most
Glorious Paradise, the melodies of the birds of faithfulness are
the anthem of “O Glory of the Most Glorious” and the tune
of “O Thou Most Exalted One.” O spiritual nightingale, sing
a melody with the divine sweet tone on this Ridvan Festival
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ABO07164

in praise and glorification of the All-Merciful Beauty, that the
song of “O Glory of the Most Glorious” may reach the ears of
this servant. And upon thee be glory.

And send that ode to this direction so that it may be chanted
and intoned at the center of the spiritual gathering.
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AB07281

To: Darvish Abdu’l-Karim Munis, in Qazvin

O servant of God! Though you have gone, I have not forgotten
you. Through the grace and bounty of the Greatest Name, I
hope that you will not forget the counsels and exhortations
given at the time of farewell and that you will act according
to them.

> In the world of existence, the greatest purpose is complete
attention to the Promised Beauty, and when the heart becomes
enkindled and engaged with the Beloved Lord, it inevitably
becomes heedless and detached from all else. Therefore, the
greatest means of illuminating the heart is through the lights
of sanctification.

Convey my longing greetings to his honor Darvish Mu’sadih
and Ghawth Afghani. A prayer has been sent for his honor
Mu’ayyad. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07164

To: Hadrat Surur, in Qazvin

O my God, my God! This servant of Thine hath been attracted
by the sweet-scented fragrances wafting from the garden of
mysteries, and hath been set ablaze with the fire of Thy love
amidst the righteous ones, and hath found tranquility through
Thy special favors bestowed upon the chosen ones.
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2 O Lord! Make him intoxicated with the pure wine of inner
meanings which overfloweth from the sanctified chalice that
courseth through the inner realms of the Preserved Tablet and
the Outstretched Parchment.

O Lord! Let Thy confirmation be his guide and Thy grace
his leader, and the glances of Thine eye of loving-kindness his
protector and the hosts of Thy Kingdom his guardian, that
he may excel his peers and find delight in the cup of bounty.
Confirm him in faith, grant him a firm foothold and a heart
overflowing with assurance.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Bestower, and verily, Thou
art the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB07661

To: Hajar Khatun, in Qazvin

O believing leaf who has attained! During the days of the
supreme affliction you were present, and in the mourning and
calamity of the Ancient Beauty you rent your garment and cast
dust upon your head and wept and lamented and scratched
your face and tasted the poison of separation. Now be glad-
dened by His heavenly grace and be joyous and enkindled
through the favors and bounty of the Incomparable Lord.

“Love has encompassed her with passionate devotion.” The en-
compassing power of the love of God penetrates all the mem-
bers and limbs, the flesh and blood and skin and bones. And
this might and intensity of the wine of the love of God was re-
vealed in the Qur’an concerning women, while concerning men
it was revealed: “Those who believe are stronger in their love
for God.”

3 And the Glory be upon you.

dz{%m(‘\;‘ﬁ T RN RS STRE]
o5 pb dle ey 5 Fbp s oy
kj}&-\;mﬂj;{t&)é.l}i';le
Glp e s GAE £ s &35 4 s
3 Pl S Gah b i
5 Ol fgZ O Jab 5 Slle

B grine
,w\c@ﬁ:u\gwuuw
3 Ol 5 Sy 5 05 cis 08|
Y u\})a 4»\9.5'- ool Coygu 5 OB o

\},\A\ u.,\ﬁ\) dtb) RIS L) JJL d\}m\y
Jib & L a2l

Se el

MMEKG6#209, AADA.165

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 4


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA3/mma3-13.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-9.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1699.pdf#page=155
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/831.pdf#page=172

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11952

AB07283

To: Mahmud Khan et al., in Qazvin

O servant of God! The praised station is an extended shade,

and the Witness and the Witnessed are the King of existence.

But alas, a hundred thousand regrets that when that Sun rose
with the light of manifestation, the bat-like people crept into
the corner of darkness and ran into underground caves, not
seeing His evident lights. And when He set, they now emerged
from their holes and flew in the atmosphere and raised an
uproar and employed a hundred thousand tricks and schemes.
But they are unaware that the brilliant moon of God’s Cause
and God’s Faith will, with a ray, return these birds of darkness
to their original abode, namely their natural caves.
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AB11952

To: Maryam, in Qazvin

O Maryam! Be thou submissive unto thy Lord, and prostrate
thyself, and bow down with those who bow down.

When Her Holiness the Essence of Sanctification and Reality of
Holiness, Mary the Virgin - upon her be greetings and praise -
became sanctified and purified from worldly concerns, she bore
such a luminous fruit that she became the shell for that divine
pearl and the target for endless arrows of cruelty.

Therefore, since thou bearest the same name as that luminous
countenance, follow her path and walk in her way, so that from
the tree of existence a praiseworthy fruit may appear and from
the Kingdom of the Divine Purpose abundant bounties may
be obtained.

And upon thee be Glory.
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ABO7557

AB07250

To: Mirza Ibrahim Davafurush, in Qazvin

O servant of God! In the divine pharmacy there are a hundred
thousand immediate remedies and true medicines, yet the pa-
tients are heedless and the sick are negligent. Everyone runs
after harmful remedies and each soul seeks deadly drugs.

Meanwhile, the supreme antidote and the instantaneous cure
for the ills of the people of the world are the sacred teachings of
the Ancient Beauty (may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones) and true love for that heart-ravishing countenance.

Therefore, as much as you can, apply this true antidote and
spiritual remedy so that all chronic diseases of the horizons
may be cured and all deadly ailments of the peoples may be
healed.

And upon you be the Glory!
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ABO07557

To: Muallim, in Qazvin

O teacher in the school of divine knowledge! The illumined
philosophers say that only two persons have been entitled with
the designation of “teacher” - one the renowned Aristotle and
the other the famous Farabi. Ibn Sina (Avicenna) claimed to
be a teacher, but since he did not fulfill the conditions, he was
designated as “chief” instead.

Now you are teaching in the school of the Primordial Covenant
- give lessons about the Covenant and teach about faith and
the pledge. I swear by the Lord of existence that you shall be-
come a teacher of those who prostrate themselves and become
renowned as a teacher in the world of the Kingdom.

Therefore, O student of the True Teacher, listen and strive,
and make an effort to exalt the Word of God and spread the
divine fragrances, so that you may become a teacher of the
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horizons through the power of illumination. And upon thee be
glory.
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AB07381

To: Muhammad Ibrahim brother of Ali Akbar, in Qazvin

O noble Khalil! T swear by that luminous countenance which
illumined the horizons, and by that nature which perfumed all
the senses as a rose garden, that not for a moment am I un-
mindful of thee, nor heedless of thy mention. What can I do?
The multitude of occupations and sorrows, and the power and
magnitude of tests and the tempest of trials prevent me from
speaking and writing. What lamentations would the Blessed
Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His exalted threshold
- utter in the middle of the night, and what sighs and moans
would arise from His blessed heart! He would say to the com-
panions that such and such a burden is heavy. Now it has
become evident, for night and day I am consumed with this
regret that no service was rendered by my hands and I was not
successful in any act of obedience.

“How can I raise my head in shame before the Friend, when
no worthy service was rendered by my hands?”

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant....
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07548

AB07635

To: Muhammad Samandari, in Qazvin

O new rose in the garden of the love of God! Though you
are still a bud on this rosebush, your sweet fragrance already
perfumes the nostrils and fills the spiritual senses with musk-
like scent.

I hope that this son will follow in his father’s footsteps, nay
more, become the blessed successor of his noble grandfather
and the worthy descendant of the late Haji, that leader of the
righteous. May his goodly character bring honor to his lineage,
and may the child prove to be the mystery of his father. For
if there is no similarity in character, noble descent yields no
fruit. “He is not of thy family; his work is unrighteous.”

In any case, be happy that you are blessed and successful in
attaining this bounty and grace. And upon you be greetings
and praise.
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AB07548

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
When that pure spirit, thy father who ascended unto God,
inhaled the holy fragrances, his countenance bloomed like a
flower and he cried out: “Our Lord! We have heard a caller
calling to faith, saying ‘Believe in your Lord!” And we be-
lieved.”

Thou who art his mystery and the fruit of his garden, praise be
to God, thou art assured of the signs of God and art enkindled
with the fire of the love of God. Therefore, if thou wishest to
make that pure spirit happy and joyous in the Most Glorious
Kingdom, arise to exalt the Word of God and strive to diffuse
the divine fragrances.

And upon thee be glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07652

ABO07555

To: Rahim Khan, in Qazvin

O manifestation of mercy! Mercy is of two kinds - special and
general, spiritual and physical. General physical mercy is “His
mercy encompasses all things.” But special spiritual mercy
is conscious and divine, and “He singles out for His mercy
whomsoever He willeth.”

Now since you bear the name of the Merciful One, you must
partake of the special grace of the Beauty of Abha and receive
a portion from the pure spring of bounty, for “the gift of thy
Lord is not limited.”

If you seek such a gift, remain firm in the Covenant and arise
to spread the Cause of the Luminary of the horizons. You
will find the doors of success opened and will swiftly raise the
banner of prosperity.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who strive to exalt
the Word of God.
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AB07652

To: Safiyyih mother of Abdu’l-Ghani Qazvini

O assured leaf! Many were the days that passed and nights
that ended while devoted women remained occupied in worship
and persisted in the recitation of verses. Yet when the Ancient
Beauty unveiled His countenance in this realm, not one of them
turned towards Him, but remained engaged in their devotions

and invocations, staying veiled from that Qiblih of the horizons.

How evil are the deeds of those who have been veiled from God!

Therefore you, who have rent asunder the veils and witnessed
the brilliant lights from the Abha Kingdom, and were enabled
to respond “yea” at the time of the Call - you must know the
value of this boundless favor and partake of the fruits of the
Tree of Eternity.
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ABO07395

To: Samandari, Tarazulloh et al., in Qazvin

O two servants of the Court of Oneness! The astronomers have
depicted in the celestial sphere, in the circle of the zodiac, the
sign of Gemini, meaning “two figures.” Those two figures are
mere imagination, but you two figures shall, God willing, be
two real figures in the heaven of steadfastness to the Covenant,
so that from the brilliance of your stellar light the circle of the
equator, nay rather the temperate zone, may be illumined.

And if, as it should and must be, those shooting stars become
missiles against the people of violation, then the torrid zone
and the temperate zone, even the frigid zone and indeed the
poles themselves shall be illumined by their light.

And upon you both be the Glory, O people of Baha!
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ABO07754

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

When the taper of Tiraz lit up his countenance in the gathering
of mystery, with a face full of glad-tidings and visage of joy, in
the utmost grace and beauty did he meet with me, and with
perfect sweetness did he begin to speak. He wept and laughed,
spoke and listened, until the meeting drew to a close. At times
he bloomed like a flower, and at times like a wine-vessel he was
full of tumult and commotion. I too became joyous from his
intense gladness and delight.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07433

For now, this is the extent of the news. And the Glory be upon
thee. We all, servants and handmaidens, glorify the Ancient
Beauty with the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greeting.
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ABO07357

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

O illumined youth! A few days ago I wrote and sent you a
special letter, and now His Honor the pilgrim Haji Aqa Buzurg
requests a new letter, and his heart’s desire is precious to me. I
too am obedient and submissive to those who circle the Kaaba
of the Ancient Lord.

Again I write and am gladdened and pleased to remember you.

I grow neither weary nor tired, for the glad tidings of the Abha
Kingdom give such strength that at every moment new life
is gained and one becomes alive through remembrance and
mention of the friends.
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AB07433

To: Zahra, in Qazvin

O Zahra! Zahra means radiant. For this reason Venus is called
Zahra because it is a bright star. Since your name is Zahra,

you must therefore arise according to what this name requires.

The light of man is not this effulgent quality from the sun
and moon, rather it is chastity and purity and guidance and
truthfulness and spirituality and attraction and submissiveness
and humility and lowliness and contrition and evanescence and
annihilation and utterance and expression and the essence of
exposition.
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ABO7175

I hope that the handmaidens of God become centers of the
emanation of this endless light. And upon you be glory.
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AB07296

To: Attar, Yusif brother of Muhammad Attar, in Qazvin

O steadfast servant of God! Although the pain of losing thine
affectionate mother is great and the bereavement of her com-
panions, friends, and relatives is a severe affliction wearing
away the body and consuming the soul, nevertheless, since
that goodly leaf from the beginning of the appearance of the
First Dawn, when the lights of oneness encompassed all cre-
ated things, was guided by the light of guidance, followed in
the way of the leaves of Tree of Eternity, was enkindled with
the flame of God’s love, was consumed with the fire of anguish
on account of her separation from the Beloved of the worlds,
was blessed with the honor of meeting Him, and was present
at the court of holiness—therefore, this death is eternal life and
this extinction is everlasting existence.

Give praise unto God that she ascended while she was firm and
steadfast.
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ABO7175

To: Mustafa Rumi, in Rangoon

...0 thou teacher of the cause of God! All that thou seest in
the world of existence is but a mirage not a water, it is a mere
mist not a thirst allaying drink, it is veering towards destruc-
tion and non existence, it is a mere show, a mere supposition.
The only reality which is true existence and the true entity
is the wave of the eternal ocean and the new hosts of this
wondrous kingdom. Those waves beat against the shores of
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ABO07329

existent beings with the utmost strength and vigour and they
shed pearls and precious things. And those hosts of the king-
dom beat against the nations and peoples of the world with
the utmost power and strength and disperse hosts of opposi-
tion. They thereby establish the truth of the verse “Verily our
Hosts shall conquer.” Thus O thou who art possessed of valiant
endeavour strive that thou mayest be as a leader of this army
as a General of this Host and this is not hard for thy Lord to
confirm thee therein....
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AB07329

To: Siyyid Mihdi Shirazi, in Rangoon

O steadfast one in the Covenant! Your letter was received and
its contents were noted in every respect. The friends of God
must exert themselves mightily in the realm of India and make
earnest endeavor so that the fragrances of the Most Glorious
Paradise may perfume all regions of that clime with holy and
musk-laden breezes. India has attained capacity; the call of
this Cause has reached their ears and many souls are inves-
tigating. However, detachment, attraction and enkindlement
are required. I hope that the friends of God will be assisted
by these divine outpourings and breathe the spirit of life into
that land. “May all the parrots of India become sugar-breaking
through this Persian candy that goes to Bengal”....
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ABO07461

AB07701

To: Aga Mirza Bagir Bassar, in Rasht

O peerless and accomplished poet! O sagacious one! In praise
of the Beauty of the All-Merciful, you have so masterfully
wielded the power of expression that you have left minds be-
wildered. And in glorification of the one true Lord, you have
sung such melodies that the songs of harp and drum, and the
tunes of lute and reed and flute, have lost their splendor.

The ode that you composed on the occasion of the Festival in
praise of the Ancient Beauty possessed the utmost eloquence
and excellence, and became the cause of joy and gladness.

We beseech the favors of His Holiness the Most Great Unity,
that He may ordain and decree a perfect reward from the Most
Glorious Kingdom. And glory be upon you and upon all who
speak in praise.
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AB07461

To: Aga Mirza Muhammad Mihdi Vaiz Rashti

O candle of love! If you wish to kindle a flame in the lamp of
the Most Glorious Kingdom, sacrifice your life in this lowest
material world. And if you seek to dive in the Most Great Sea,
wander lost in the desert of love. And if you seek the station
of friendship (with God), seek peace and tranquility in the fire
of Nimrod. And if you seek the flame of Sinai and the gleam
of light, hasten with your soul to the wilderness of Sinai. And
if you seek the station of John (the Baptist), sacrifice your
head and life. And if you wish to inhale the fragrances of the
Prince of Martyrs, spill your blood in the plain of tribulation
and ordeal. This is the station of the lovers and this is the
description of the yearning ones.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07805

AB07546

To: Mirza Rajab Ali, in Rasht

O thou who seekest the beauty of the All Glorious!

> In this merciful cycle, this most great dispensation, thou must
strive to receive a plenteous share of the divine bestowals, per-
chance thy goodly virtues will, even as the fragrance of musk,
perfume the whole world.

This is the day of the most great bounty and the dawning of
the most effulgent light. The shining beams of light emanating
from the Sun of Truth have illumined the horizons of the world
of creation and the rays issuing forth from the Kingdom of
divine unity have lit up the realm of being.

Cherish this bounty for thou didst become the sign of guidance.
Know this that when His loving providence is conjoined with
recognition and understanding, it shall be even as light upon
light.
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AB07805

To: Shaykh Muhammad, in Rasht

O thou who hast heard the Call and been drawn to the
Supreme Kingdom!

> The pillars of misbelief have been shaken by the effulgence of
the lights of divine unity, and the hosts of error have been
scattered by the onslaught of the armies of guidance, which
have raised high the standards of divine confirmation.

The veil of darkness hath been rent asunder as the lights of the
morn of salvation have shone forth from every direction. The
earth of being hath quivered and flourished as the clouds of
bounty have poured down the waters of divine manifestation
upon all regions.

The trees in the gardens of sanctity have swayed in the breeze
that hath wafted from the Paradise of Delight through these
meadows. Well is it with him who hath gained a portion
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07584

thereof, who hath drunk deeply of its breezes, who hath in-
haled its fragrance, who hath attained unto its bliss.

5 And upon thee be glory, and upon all who remain firm, holding
fast to the Ancient Covenant.
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ABO7731

To: Siyyid Abdu’l-Ghani (Khadra), in Sabzihvar

O thou who art turned toward the Most Glorious Kingdom! By
the life of my Lord! I have taken up the pen with the utmost joy
to write these lines, when lo! a brilliant star and radiant light
dawned from the dayspring of the heart - that Sinai of divine
manifestation and that blessed spot which hath been honored
with the lights of Him Who revealed His glory. I was struck
with wonder at beholding its effulgent rays and observing its
traces, became oblivious of all save God, and was immersed
in the oceans of God’s mercy. And now I am conscious of
naught but my Beloved, nor have I any scope to turn to or
be occupied with aught but my Purpose. He hath enthralled
me and captured my heart, and from all save the vision of His
beauty He hath occupied me. And glory be upon everyone who
inhales this fragrance from the direction of immortality.
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AB07584

To: Siyyid Mihdi Najjar, in Sabzihvar

O thou who art guided by the Supreme Guidance!

When the Sun of Guidance rose from the dawning-place of
the supreme gift, its brilliant rays shone upon the mirrors of
receptive realities. These realities sought the manifestation
of its radiance in diverse ways - some received a ray, some
generated heat, some became enlightened, and some absorbed
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07396

its intensity with such force that like crystal they consumed
every object that faced them.

Now if thou wishest to be intense in absorption and swift to
ignite, then like crystal be patient and enduring in the fire
of tribulation and the heat of the furnace of tests, and like a
blossoming flower become radiant, and like pure gold make thy
face to shine.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB07396

To: Rahmani Shirazi, Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf et al.,

O two faithful servants of God! You are mentioned and
renowned in the divine gathering, and recognized and
regarded at the Sacred Threshold.

At this moment, near sunset, when the dawn of divine glad-
tidings is about to rise from the horizons of hearts, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha is engaged and familiar with your mention.

Through the grace and bounty of His Holiness the Sovereign of
existence, it is hoped that through the attraction, enthusiasm,
longing and joy of the friends of God, that region will become a
paradise of delight, that land will be illumined, and that realm
will be filled with musk and ambergris.

Convey greetings to all the spiritual friends.

in Samargand
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ABO07683

ABO07375

To: Unknown, in Samargand

O Kind God! Though we are helpless children and weak infants,
distressed and without direction, yet we are saplings of Thy
garden and Thou art the Gardener. O Lord! Through the
outpouring of the cloud of Thy bounty, the heat of the Sun of
Reality, and the wafting of the breeze of guidance, grant these
saplings growth and development. Bestow upon them freshness
and grace, that they may bring forth leaves and blossoms and
yield fruit. O Kind Lord! We are ignorant - make us knowing.
We are sightless - make us seeing. We are dead - bring us
to life. We are alone - cherish us and be kind. Enable us to
teach and be taught, and confirm us in study and perfection.
Thou art the Mighty and Powerful, and Thou art the Giver,
the Bestower and the Kind.
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AB07683

To: Haji Muhammad Ali Shirazi, in Sarvistan

O kind friend! Your detailed letter was received and its pleas-
ing contents brought joy and gladness to the hearts of the long-
ing ones, for it was evidence of pure intention, lofty purpose,
heartfelt connection and spiritual attraction. It is certain that
this brings happiness.

The carpets that you had sent for the Most Holy Shrine arrived,
and the remainder will also arrive, God willing.

Convey to each and every one of the friends the Most Glorious
and Most Wondrous greetings, and express longing for them.

Supplications were offered to the Abha Kingdom, and forgive-
ness and pardon were beseeched for Mulla Muhammad Rafi’,
and likewise for the handmaid of God Zakiyyih, entreaty for
divine forgiveness and grace was made.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07569

AB07360

To: Mirza Fath-Ali, in Sarvistan

O protector of the divine flock! Your services, labors and hard-
ships are mentioned and known in this gathering, especially
since at the Divine Threshold you have a special representa-
tive like Ghulamrida Khan, who constantly has your mention
on his tongue - indeed it forms the very words of his prayers.
He remembers you often verbally and always continuously in
his heart. I bear this witness and, through the assistance and
favors of the Blessed Beauty, I will fulfill its consequences.

Be happy and joyful that at such a divine threshold, the circum-
ambulation point of the Supreme Concourse, you have such a
truthful friend and harmonious well-wisher who is now present
and intimate with you. And this is naught but from the grace
of your Lord and His great generosity.
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AB07569

To: Ustad Hasan Kuzihgar, in Sarvistan

O thou attracted to the Beauty of the Countenance of Bahal!

Even though thy home was pillaged and thy nest ravaged, even
though they completely and utterly cleaned out all thy posses-
sions and burnt thy property be not saddened, be not affected
by these events. Thou art a bird of the shelter of divine unity,
and thy true nest is on the branches of the Tree beyond which
there is no passing. Even though thou are utterly bereft of
hearth and home in the path of God, thy true habitation is
beneath His divine sanctuary.

Thus what thou hast experienced was not destruction but
rather the construction of thy true home! Thou hast not
plunged down in loss but ascended heavenwards! Thou art
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07419

light, now, and disencumbered and able to fly to the apex of
heaven in the utmost detachment. The wealth of which thou
hast been thus deprived shall be transformed into endless riches
and the treasure chests of heaven!
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AB07602

To: Mirza Yusuf son of Sarrishtihdar, in Sauj Bulagh

O thou who art confirmed by the Supreme Guidance!

The letter from that kind friend was received. If there be
any shortcoming in brevity of reply, kindly excuse it due to
lack of time. As for the true dream which thou didst behold,
its interpretation is this: those very high steps represent lofty

spiritual stations and degrees of ascent to the divine heights.

This is a true dream and its occurrence is certain. As for the
mysterious call “We make no distinction between any of them,”
it points to the unity of the friends and oneness of the loved
ones. It is hoped that in the realm of possibility, this unity
of heart and soul will become manifest and evident like the
shining moon.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO07419

To: Haji Rida et al., in Shahrud

O friends who sacrifice their souls! The world is in turmoil and
existence is in utmost hardship and endless tribulation, except
for the friends of God who are birds of the nest of sanctity and
doves in the garden of divine unity, detached from all else but
God. They are intoxicated with the wine of divine bestowal,
drunk with the wine of the Covenant, and wine-worshippers in
the tavern of the love of God.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07405

2 O friends! Raise your hands in thanksgiving to the Ancient
Beauty, for praise be to God, you are firm in this mighty Cause
and steadfast in the Covenant of the Merciful Lord. Strive
night and day that the divine fragrances may be diffused and
souls may be perfumed thereby.

And upon you be glory.
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ABO07700

To: Qaini, Muhammad Bagir et al., in Shahrud

O friends of the Lord! His honor ‘Abdu’l-Mu?sin, who was
plundered and despoiled in the path of the Beloved, has, with
a tongue of utmost contentment and sweetness, offered praise
and commendation of you. His words in this place harmonized
with that wanderer of mountain and desert. We have therefore
undertaken to pen this epistle, that you may know that you
are mentioned in this spot and renowned in this presence and
gathered beneath the shadow of the Covenant and Testament.

Therefore, so long as you have life, strive to freely sacrifice
both soul and heart in the path of the Ancient Beauty - may
my spirit be offered up for His loved ones - and become so
enkindled with the light of love for the Ancient Beauty that
you may become renowned throughout all regions.
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AB07405

To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Shiraz

O two exalted branches of the Blessed Tree! Your letter was
received and its contents indicated the firmness and steadfast-
ness of the friends of God in the divine Covenant. Praise be to
God that in the native place of His Holiness the Exalted One -
may my spirit, my heart and my body be sacrificed for Him - a
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07246

spiritual movement has occurred and blessed souls have been
stirred into motion.

With utmost supplication and earnestness I implore and be-
seech at the divine threshold that that region may become a
rose garden, and that city a spring garden, and that town may
be adorned with brilliant stars like the heavens. This is the
ultimate hope of this wanderer.

The receipts that you had requested are being sent. And upon
you both be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07246

To: Ali Akbar Khayyat, in Shiraz

O servant of God! Praise be to God, you know and bear wit-
ness that ‘Abdu’l-Baha has endless occupations and difficulties.
Despite this, observe how my heart and soul are stirred with
love for the friends, such that I have set aside all tasks to re-
member you and made this letter a means for you to find joy
and delight and increase your gladness and happiness through
the grace and favor of God.

This is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth, and God is the Lord of great bounty.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07416

AB07166

To: Ali Rida Khan et al., in Shiraz

My God, my God! Verily Thou art the Forgiver, verily Thou
art the Pardoner.

This servant of Thine believed in the Word of Thy mercy and
turned toward the Kingdom of Thy oneness and was attracted
by the verses of Thy holiness and was set ablaze by the fire
kindled in the Tree of Thy unity and heard Thy call and re-
sponded to Thy summons and bore every hardship and trial in
Thy path. Then he ascended unto Thee and rose to the seat
of truth in Thy Kingdom.

O Lord! Grant him shelter in the proximity of Thy great mercy
and cause him to dwell in the shade of the Tree of Paradise and
give him to drink from the Kawthar of meeting with Thee and
make him a sign of Thy mercy in Thy most glorious Kingdom.
Verily Thou art the Hearer of prayer, O Thou Beauty of the
Most Glorious!
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AB07416

To: Aqa Ali Muhammad, in Shiraz

O true friend! Some of the friends who have now made the
pretext of assuming the character of dervishes are engaged in
praising the Ancient Beauty through hints and allusions in cor-
ners and streets and marketplaces, and are accustomed to en-
couraging people by singing ghazals and spiritual songs. These
souls should abandon this practice henceforth, but for now it
is causing encouragement among the people and no one should
interfere with them.

However, if anyone should engage in wandering aimlessly
about, this is highly reprehensible and contrary to the religion
of God and incompatible with detachment and causes the
humiliation of the Cause of God.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07660

AB07238

To: Hagju, Binish et al., in Shiraz

O servants of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your endeavors in the
path of Truth are known and praiseworthy, and the fragrance of
your love at the Sacred Threshold is diffused and sweet-scented,
and your attraction to the Divine Beauty is evident and well-
known, and your names in the gathering of the All-Merciful
are renowned and mentioned.

Give thanks to God that your deeds are accepted and praised at
the Divine Threshold, and strive with heart and soul to become
signs of the love of God and standards of the knowledge of God.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07660

To: Jamaliyyih daughter of Abdu’l-Hamid, in Shiraz

O confident leaf! The verse and prose that flowed from the pen
and talent of that bewildered and love-intoxicated one of the
horizons was observed. In truth, it was supremely sweet and
beautiful. Praise be to the Most Glorious Beauty Who enabled
you to sing melodies in the divine garden of love. This is a
bounty from the All-Loving Lord on this witnessed Day, under
the shade of the Praised Station. Convey to the attracted
maidservant of God, your mother, the Most Glorious and Most
Beautiful greetings, and likewise to other maidservants of the
All-Merciful. And tell them: Today is the auspicious day of
enkindlement, attraction and the rending of veils.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7579

ABO07537

To: Mahmud son of Akhtar, in Shiraz

O Mahmud! Be not cold and lifeless - be envied! Though snow
in the ice house and snow on mountain peaks is plentiful, and
cold beasts and wandering creatures in mountain and plain, on
land and sea are beyond count, yet the fire-eating salamander
and the fire-seeking phoenix are rare and scarce.

Come, be thou a passionate salamander and a phoenix of the
temple of mystery. Set aflame the lifeless ones and sound a call
to the veiled ones.

Though in this Day of the Covenant the cold and frozen ones
are so numb and ice-bound and dead that naught but the
flames of fire will affect them.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO07579

To: Manuchir, in Shiraz

O Manuchehr! Manuchehr possessed Minu and a fairy-faced
lady, and wore a lofty crown and diadem like the moon and
sun. That palace became empty and that garden was deprived
of its straight cypress. That crown fell from the head and
that diadem was scattered to the wind. That paradise had
its foundation destroyed and those fairy-faced ones became ill-
favored.

The glory of empire and the divine splendor of Faridun and the
countenance of Manuchehr and the sovereignty of the Kayanids
were all in truth forgotten.

However, your countenance shall become radiant in the celes-
tial paradise and your love shall become bright and luminous
in the eternal world. Occupy yourself with the praise and glo-
rification of your Lord.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl s G5l s s e e
o ol O g ole O sy o 5 bl
O 228 03 cgroe a0 ) Oty OF 5 A
.h.\iﬁ.\g\.hﬂ{u’&}s\:é\j&;@ﬂ

Srsa 3 G p s Plaiali o S
Al el parad s 4l JE (b 4

B/ 3’5:)}}‘%4’: L;L“Tdﬂjéjﬁ Ll -
4355 0Lk g dgy Glagls Ol 5 5
Slo S Nslas il ke

YARP2.380 p.298, RMT.160-161b

25


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=178
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=178
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/HI/hi-248.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-304.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/alvah_raqaim_va_madarik-i-tarikhi_marbut_bih_dawran-i-hayat-i-arbab_siyavash_sifidvash.pdf

V]

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07198

ABO7587

To: Mirza Ghulam-Rida, in Shiraz

O thou who art confirmed in submission and contentment, His
Honor Ghulamrida! Although thou hast tasted the bitterness
of cruelty in the path of faithfulness and fallen into the hands
of oppressors’ assault and endured endless hardship, yet give
thanks to God that thou hast drunk from the cup of purity
and become intoxicated with the wine of inner meanings. This
faithfulness is the counterpart to that cruelty.

Be grateful - praise be to God that thou art confirmed in service
and art a servant drawn nigh to the threshold of oneness. Re-
main occupied with transcribing the divine verses, and convey
to the noble descendants - Janab-i-Mirza ‘Inayatu’llah, Janab-
i-Mirza Hidayatu’llah and Janab-i-Mirza Karamatu’llah - from
me the Most Wondrous and Most Glorious greetings.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Splendor.
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AB07198

To: Mother of Suhrab, in Shiraz

O handmaid of God! Mr. Sohrab spent some time serving
at the Divine Threshold, detached from all else save God. He
endured many hardships and bore countless difficulties. We be-
seech God to ordain for him a great reward and bestow upon
him unparalleled bounties. Now he longs for you and has there-
fore set out in that direction. During this time here, he was
constantly thinking of and remembering you, and on your be-
half he circumambulated the illumined shrine, fell prostrate
upon the dust, and beseeched abundant grace and mighty tri-
umph. Verily your Lord is the All-Bountiful, the Great. And
upon you be the Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07220

AB07414

To: Muhammad Hasan Khayyat Muttahid, in Shiraz

O friend! His honor Haji endured the hardship of sea voyage
and traversing the desert, ascending and descending mountains,
and hastened forward eagerly toward the Blessed Spot until he
pressed his forehead to the Luminous Threshold and his eyes
were illumined by witnessing the Greater Signs, and his heart,
like a rose garden and meadow, received great bounty from the
favors of the Most Glorious.

This was a manifest triumph - that is from God’s grace which
He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the
Lord of great bounty.

And in the Blessed Garden at the Holy Shrine, he remembered
the friends of God.

And the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant and Testament.
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AB07220

To: Ustad Javad Salmani, in Shiraz

O wanderer! You traversed plains and deserts, donned the
pilgrim’s garb for the Friend’s lane, and returned to the extent
possible. No harm done. On your behalf, I prostrate my face
and hair in the pure dust of that musk-scented threshold, and I
beseech the invisible favors that your nostrils too may become
perfumed.

The essence is the love of God. Since you are confirmed in
that, God willing, you will be assisted and confirmed in every
bounty, and this is from the grace of my Lord.

As much as you can, remain occupied with the remembrance of
God and detached from all else. The secret of divine mysteries
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and the divine secret is servitude at the threshold and self- )l Ossle 3l 5 (AL Jgniue :;>f,\; dlg b
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AB07195

To: Wife of Mirza Mihdi (Tihran), in Shiraz

" O handmaiden of God! Although outwardly you are far from (g5 _sdis o2l ) el @f\ Al ¢l

the Holy Land, in spirit you are present in the gathering of |j4 sy a2y ol Cj)\ o oo s
attainment, and therefore I address you directly. -
35e Sl e

O handmaiden of God! In this mighty Dispensation women Jl-, F;- o Lud (L.c S ol o N <!
are accounted the same as men except in some negligible cir- £ o oal 13 4:3}: el S/” %5
cumstances. Therefore, each must become a champion in the T e, .

)J L?”« d\x\ C‘J.u 9 v\}.); d‘v\?ﬁ u")b
field and a lamp in the chamber - that is to say, in the gath- S X3 St ole Tl A
ering of handmaidens they must kindle such a flame as will . = AP ‘3 ol Ul o
burn away the veils of doubts and uncertainties, turn their & *€ Seds ’\‘J'J“q L “‘Lf‘” 2 "L"’
gaze from aught else but God, and through sanctification, de- EUEJQL_J L 2 u*“““ 41{ .“\‘JJ‘\E
tachment, purity, cleanliness, knowledge and utterance shine Jsie LU osle Ol "’L“ 2 ok s
forth in such wise as to astound the minds of men. Ao Ol

And upon thee be greetings and praise. e] P 4.>v.:J\ Se
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ABO7377

To: Farsi, Khusraw son of Kaykhusraw son of Suhrab (Nayriz), in Shiraz

O Khusraw of Khusraws! The sovereignty of the world’s monar- .l o g0 oL i Ll Oy s 5 s (<)
chs is temporary, and the crown-bearing and lordship of na- (¢, » IR (’"\ Olylasl
tions’ rulers lasts but a brief time. But the sovereignty of God’s . . 0 Lo
s A OLL Gly we S

loved ones is eternal and the dominion of His true friends is Sl oLk d). f .%} B .
. S Oliwgs gk
everlasting.

You wear upon your head a crown of the love of God whose uQé\;J j,b&f G5 oy 4 g,:s-)'\ &b
brilliance and radiance dazzles the eyes of the wise, and in your 5 (g, A5 5wl o 1y Ollls f‘i"
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ABO07520

diadem you possess a lustrous jewel whose shimmer illumines
the horizon of creation.

Therefore, in gratitude for this, strive to diffuse the divine
fragrances, that you may invite the people to this Most Great
Festival and bring them to the table of divine bounty. And
upon you be Glory.
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AB07520

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn, in Tabriz

O thou who holdest fast to God’s Strong Cord!

The Morn of Guidance hath dawned from the Dayspring of eter-
nity, and the Sun of Truth hath shone forth from the horizon
of glory, bestowing infinite bounties upon the dawning-places
of creation. It shed its radiance upon every spot and showered
its grace upon every land.

Yet the people of the world, far from lifting their tongues in
gratitude for these favors and blessings, have instead sought
through fierce opposition to conceal the lights of that Sun in
the heaven of unity, that like thieves in the darkness they might
plunder and pillage the homes of the destitute.

And upon thee be glory, and upon those who hold fast to God’s
Covenant and His mighty Testament.
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ABO07347

AB07612

To: Mashahdi Sattar, in Tabriz

O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom!

> The Ancient Beauty and the Most Great Name - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His pure threshold - hath perfumed the East
and West of the contingent world with holy fragrances, and
made the regions of existence fragrant with the musk of the
spirit, and the sweet savour of the All-Merciful from the right
hand of the All-Bountiful hath wafted across the nostrils of the
inhabitants of the world.

Yet certain dead souls, withered by the veils of their own imag-
inations, remained deprived of this ancient bounty and remote
and bereft of this profound favor.

How blessed art thou, therefore, who hast found thy way to this
boundless ocean and received thy portion from this limitless
bestowal. And the Glory be upon thee and upon everyone
who is steadfast in the Covenant.
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ABO07347

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Ali et al., in Tabriz

O steadfast speaker! Your noble father in the Abha King-
dom takes pride in the steadfastness of his self-sacrificing sons
and offers thanks, saying: “O Lord! Praise and glory be unto
Thee for having made these sons secluded in the Kaaba of the
Covenant and having protected and preserved these servants
from tests and trials. Thou hast made these devoted ones in-
timates of the sanctuary of the Covenant and made these who
are enkindled with the fire of love into brightly shining can-
dles.”

And when he looks upon the world of humanity, he cries out:
“Well done! A hundred times well done, O light of my eyes!
Excellent! Excellent, O my children, that you did not forget
the testament of the Ancient Beauty and did not sacrifice the
Covenant and Testament to the people of discord.”
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ABO07247

And the Glory be upon you.

e 11

MMEK5#264 p.203

ABO07279

To: Siyyid Muhammad Mamaqani, in Tabriz

O Servant of God! Some of the heedless ones have imagined
that since the Sun of Truth has set from the horizon of the
human temple, its holy rays have also declined, meaning that
the realm of possibility has become the longest night and dark-
ness has been established upon the throne. Alas, a hundred
thousand times alas, that the blind do not see the rays of the
shining moon and the earthworms do not witness the radiance
of the Ancient Light from the worlds of the unseen. That Light
of Truth - its outpouring is all-encompassing and its grace is
perfect, whether in the Day of Manifestation or after its set-
ting. Its Day is a thousand years and its cycle is a hundred
thousand years. And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
‘Abdu’l-Baha

You are permitted to visit the circling-place of the Supreme
Concourse.
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AB07247
To: Yusuf Tabrizi
O servant of God! Sl ey ol

The people of the world and all nations are burning with the
fever of heedlessness. Praise be to God that you, through the
bounty of guidance, are from Tabriz, for the cup of the love of
God is overflowing and the fragrance of the Abha Kingdom is
diffusing musk.

O dear one, free yourself from the bonds of earthly existence
so that your heart may become spiritual and illumined. The
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ABO07617

bird of the heart will spread its wings and soar to the highest
zenith, break the cage of self, and find expansion in another
world.

Know this - that in this ephemeral dust-heap, human joy and
delight are found only in divine feelings, and nothing else.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO7617

To: Agqa Muhammad son of Haji Abdus-Samad Maraghihi, in Tiflis

O thou who arrangest the pearls of inner meanings! We have
carefully read the ghazal which was in the utmost eloquence
and excellence, with sweet and delightful themes, and We have
beseeched divine bounties for you.

At this moment it occurred to Our mind that this zealous
friend, with such eloquence of expression and excellence of ex-
position, should for a time spread the divine fragrances in those
regions, and during this period some relief may be obtained in
the prison and the barrier of prevention may be breached -
then he may set out for the pathway of the Friend. This is
more pleasant and more attractive.

In these days presence is difficult; We hope that hereafter it
may become possible. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12503

ABO07551

To: Ahmaduf, Haji Ali Akbar (Son of Haji Ahmad Milani), in Tiflis

O thou who art occupied with the service of the Cause of God!
A hundred thousand thanks must be offered that that family
is confirmed in service to the Cause and that household is
distinguished with this most great bounty. This is naught but
due to the sincerity of that one who ascended to God. The
blessing of the fathers becomes the cause of success for the
children.

Gird up thy loins firmly to serve the Cause and strive to
strengthen the weak ones in their firmness and steadfastness
in the Covenant and Testament. For the divine Covenant is
a heavenly trust that the mountains, earth and heavens could
not bear - how then can the weak ones bear it? “Lo! We of-
fered the trust unto the heavens and the earth and the hills,
but they shrank from bearing it and were afraid of it. And
man assumed it.”

“My heart is wearied by these weak-natured people - I long for
the Lion of God and Rustam, son of Zal!”

And the Glory be upon thee!
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AB12503

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! All the letters that you had
requested have been written and are being sent. Regarding
your question about the Hands of the Cause - showing consid-
eration and respect for them is obligatory. Certainly do not
let them remain in straitened circumstances. When you ob-
serve that they are in hardship, provide them with enough for
a moderate living.

The letters you requested this time amounted to a book’s
worth. Nevertheless, we set aside all other work and engaged
in writing these letters, and they were written exactly as you
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ABO7475

had asked. Convey to all the friends of God the Most Glorious
and Most Wondrous greetings.

He is God! The sum of two thousand five hundred manats has
arrived from ‘Ishqabad.
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ABO07475

To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran

O leader of leaders! The spiritual path is truly what you are
doing - engaging in teaching through instruction, explaining di-
vine proofs, opening your tongue with the conclusive evidence
of the Lord. You hold a cup overflowing with the wine of mysti-
cal knowledge and make the newcomers to the Abha Paradise
intoxicated.

However, that sacred gathering must always be adorned, and
each year several souls from among the saplings of the divine
garden should grow and develop through the bounty of the
mysteries of teaching, and bring forth the fruit of the knowl-
edge of God and the secret of the Kingdom of God, and each
one should write a treatise of proofs.

His honor Aga ‘Ali-Akbar Rafsanjani is proceeding to Tehran
with utmost enthusiasm to attend that gathering. Certainly
exert your utmost effort in teaching him.
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ABO07187

AB07646

To: Ammih, in Tihran

O thou steadfast and pure leaf! In this new Dispensation thou
hast been singled out for a bounty which all handmaidens in all
former ages longed and yearned for, and that is the recognition
of the Divine Unity in His Day of Manifestation. Thou who
hast quaffed this brimming cup from the hand of the bounty
of the Lord of the righteous, and hast tasted this honey of im-
mortality through the grace of thy Lord, open thy tongue in
thanksgiving night and day, and adorn the temple of recogni-
tion with the crown and diadem of steadfastness.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon every maidservant who
is firm in the Covenant and Testament of God, and praise be
to God, the Lord of all worlds. ‘A’A
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ABO07187

To: Arastu Hakim, in Tihran

O Aristotle! They say that the first teacher Aristotle was dis-
tinguished in all sciences above all nations and was among
the most renowned of the children of Adam. Consider how
knowledge and understanding are the cause of such glory in
this contingent world that a Greek person became praised and
accepted by the Roman and Persian nations, indeed by all
humanity - and this although his sciences pertained to the con-
tingent world.

Now thou should ask God that thou might receive a mighty
portion from the sciences of the Supreme Kingdom and the arts
of the Most Glorious Concourse, so that thou might become
renowned among the spiritual ones in the realm of the Placeless
and become a physician of the All-Merciful ones.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07655

AB12524

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran

O peerless sapling of the garden of the love of God! Your letter
was received and its meaning understood. It was a supplication
and entreaty, a prayer at the threshold of the Lord of verses
and proofs. This servant, with utmost humility and contrition,
makes his appeal at the threshold of Divine Oneness, beseech-
ing that this sapling of hopes of His Holiness the Martyr be
granted spiritual freshness and grace through the outpourings
of the clouds of divine knowledge, that it may at every moment
put forth flowers and blossoms and diffuse the sweet fragrance
of the knowledge of God, making the world redolent with musk
- and this is not difficult for His grace and bounty. Show ex-
traordinary effort in the study of medicine. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO07655

To: Badiih related to Abdu’llah, in Tihran

O leaf attracted to the divine fragrances! Know thou this much:
that in the realm of existence, both seen and unseen, there hath
never been and never shall be for men any station more exalted
or rank more sublime, nor for women any gift more glorious or
position more magnificent, than servitude, thralldom, bondage
and maidservice to the Ancient Beauty.

This, verily, is the Furthermost Mosque, the Lote-Tree beyond
which there is no passing, and the ultimate goal for the essences
of existence and the realities of both the unseen and the visible
worlds. Blessed are they who rejoice in these supreme glad-
tidings!

Therefore, address me as “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha”, that my breast
may be dilated thereby, my eyes be gladdened, my heart be
assured, and my spirit rejoice.

And upon thee, and upon all who stand firm in God’s
Covenant, be the Glory.
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ABO07628

AB07191

To: Baha’is of Tihran

O maidservants of the Most Merciful! The recitation of verses
and prayers causes attraction and ignites the fire of love for
the Lord of Lords. Thus when the divine words are chanted
in the gathering of the maidservants of the Most Merciful, the
Concourse on High hears and cries out: “How sweet are these
breaths! Blessed are you, O maidservants of the Most Merciful
and leaves attracted by the love of Baha, stirred by the breezes
from the gardens of the Most Glorious Kingdom, gladdened
by the glad-tidings of God, with hearts aflame with the fire of
God’s love, with tears flowing in prayer to God, with eyes fixed
in orientation toward the heaven of mysteries.

Upon you be praise, upon you be glory, upon you be acclaim
from the Concourse on High, and upon you be the tender mercy
of the Lord of Grandeur.”
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AB07628

To: Diyaullah Doctor Alai, in Tihran

O sapling in the garden of the love of God! Blessed art thou,
blessed art thou, that thou wert born of such a father and
nurtured in the embrace of such a mother - that in thy infant
cradle thou didst drink the milk of the love of God from her
breast, and in thy childhood wert reared in the bosom of the
knowledge of God.

“Worship God and

2

These are the parents of whom He says:
associate naught with Him, and show kindness unto parents.
He hath joined their rights with the rights of His Divinity.

Supplicate God with utmost humility and entreaty that He
may enable thee to arise in thankfulness for this bounty of
theirs. And upon thee be glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07169

AB07596

To: Family of Attar, in Tihran

O ye men and women believers, firm in faith!

Praise be to God that from the dawning of the morn of oneness,
that noble family have been devoted to the Truth and ready
to render service. His honor Haji, who has ascended unto God,
attained the honor of entering the presence of the Day-Star of
the horizons in Iraq, and was confirmed therein. From that
time until now they have ever been and still are occupied in
service to the Truth. His Holiness the Name of God, upon him
be the Glory of God the Most Glorious, has offered the highest
praise for the services of that family. We beseech from God’s
eternal grace that this everlasting virtue may increase day by
day and that the doors of goodness may be opened before their
faces. And upon them all be the Glory.
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AB07169

To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Tihran

My God, my God! A bird from among the birds of the gardens
of mystical knowledge has soared to Thy sacred gardens, and
a breeze from among the breezes of the orchards of certitude
has returned to the dawning-place of Thy loving-kindness. Its
beginning was from Thee and its return was unto Thee. It
came before Thee and strived towards Thee, enkindled with
the fire of Thy love, steadfast in Thy Cause, clinging to the
cord of Thy religion, firm in Thy covenant and testament.

O Lord! Illumine his countenance with the light of forgive-
ness and pardon, and cause him to enter Thy Kingdom, O my
Merciful Lord. Shelter him in the proximity of Thy mercy, O
Thou the Compassionate, the Bestower, and honor him with
Thy presence in the center of Paradise.

Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Generous, the Helper.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07525

AB07260

To: Haji Ahmad, in Tihran

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Kind brother, you re-
quested through your brother that this Prisoner write you a
letter. Observe how intense is the surging of the ocean of love
and faithfulness, that in the month of Ramadan, despite the
severity and intensity of the fast, with weeping eyes and burn-
ing heart, in mourning for the martyrs, I set about writing this
letter in my own hand. It behooveth thee to thank thy Lord,
the Merciful, the Compassionate.

Therefore you too should read this letter in such a state that
its warmth may influence the hearts of the yearning ones of
God and become a source of solace to the hearts of the friends.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07525

To: Mashhadi Taqi Sarraf, in Tihran

O thou who art turned unto God! From the outpourings of the
Day of Resurrection thou hast drunk of the pure water, and
hast become the manifestation of “The righteous shall drink of
a cup tempered with camphor.” From the cup of the wine of
love for the Most Great Name thou hast become intoxicated
and enchanted, and from the fire kindled on Mount Paran thou
hast been set ablaze and ignited.

> This is pure grace from the King of Creation and this is bounty
from the favors of the Sovereign of the realm of existence.
Therefore praise God that thou hast found thy way to this
court and received a portion of this joy and gladness.

And the glory be upon thee and upon every firm believer in
God.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07374

AB07364

To: Mihdi Khan Hakim son of Aga Jan Kalimi Hamadani, in Tihran

O skilled physician and expert doctor! Put your skill and ex-
pertise to work in healing hearts and spirits, like your father
who ascended to God and attained the Most Glorious Kingdom,
for the spiritual illnesses and diseases of people are a hundred
thousand times greater and more numerous than physical pain,
illness and sickness.

Bodily illness can be cured with a purgative, mixture, paste
or tonic, but inner diseases and spiritual illnesses cannot be
cured with a hundred thousand treatments, unless you apply
the supreme remedy from the dispensary of the Abha King-
dom.

May you be successful and it is hoped that you will be con-
firmed. And upon you be the Glory.
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AB07374

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn (related to Ammih), in Tihran

O Kind God! Make this new flower of the rose-garden of Thy
love fresh and verdant through the dewdrops of Thy grace, and
nurture this tender sapling of the garden of guidance through
the education of the Divine Gardener. Adorn this green branch
in the flower-garden of Thy favors with blossoms and leaves,
and nurture this pearl of knowledge in the embrace of the shell
of mercy.

O Lord! Make every needy one wealthy, and grant healing to
every afflicted one. Guide every poor one to the treasury of
the spirit, and free every captive from the chains of limitations.
Thou art the Mighty, the All-Seeing, the All-Knowing, and the
All-Hearing. Grant the confirmation of Thy bounty.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07287

ABO7751

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Nuri, in Tihran

O thou who circlest round the gathering-place of the Supreme
Concourse! In these days the divine tests are like unto a surg-
ing ocean - ships of being are shattered and submerged by this
tempest. Your honor must invite all to the ark of salvation.
You have observed this servant, in what affliction he is caught:
night and day blood streams from mine eyes and pieces of my
burning liver fall away. Weep thou a while for my condition
and raise thy voice in lamentation. Since the day of your de-
parture, no trace or news of you hath come. Forget me not.
Ever remember my love for thee. If thou weepest not for my
condition, I shall weep for thine.
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ABO07287

To: Mirza Aqa Taligani, in Tihran

O true servant of God! Gird up your loins, plant your feet
firmly, show forth mighty effort and sacrifice your life. Be
swift in the path of God and aim for a station higher than the
heavens.

The swift steed is ready and the vast arena is present. The
ball of fortune exists and the polo stick of grace is in hand. It
is time for galloping and seizing the ball from the field.

I tell you what wisdom requires - hasten, hasten, for time is
short and the musician’s melody is near its end. If you do not
clap hands at this feast, if you do not beat the drum, if you
do not sing, if you do not raise the high notes, then when will
you come to ecstasy and joy, when will you become intoxicated
and enraptured?
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07639

AB07264

To: Mirza Baba Nayrizi, in Tihran

Among the greatest of all services that can possibly be ren-
dered by man to Almighty God is the education and training
of children, young plants of the Abha Paradise, so that these
children, fostered by grace in the way of salvation, growing like
pearls of divine bounty in the shell of education, will one day
bejewel the crown of abiding glory.

It is, however, very difficult to undertake this service, even
harder to succeed in it. I hope that thou wilt acquit thyself well
in this most important of tasks, and successfully carry the day,
and become an ensign of God’s abounding grace; that these
children, reared one and all in the holy Teachings, will develop
natures like unto the sweet airs that blow across the gardens
of the All-Glorious, and will waft their fragrance around the
world.
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AB07639

To: Mirza Haquirdi, in Tihran

O thou whose face is illumined with the light of the love of
God! Be thou active and agile in the path of God, and wing
thy flight to the celestial heights. Take on the ways of the
righteous ones and become a servant at the Threshold. Arise
in servitude, that the escort of the favors of the Lord may reach
thee.

Be thou a lamp-kindler in the gathering of the friends of God,
and a moth consumed by the flame circling round the divine
lamp. In the presence of spiritual ones, be thou a tongue men-
tioning the All-Merciful, and in the luminous assembly become
a ray of divine knowledge, that thou mayest witness the con-
firmations of the Most Glorious Beauty and observe the favors
of the Eternal Lord from the highest horizon.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07352

And upon thee and upon the loved ones of God, the Self-
Subsisting, the Eternal, be Glory.
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AB12517

To: Mirza Haquirdi, in Tihran

O Divine Gift! Haqqg-Virdi means “God-given” in Persian, and
from this name I hope you receive an increasing share of divine
bestowal. The gift and bounty of God is grace, generosity and
benevolence, especially His greatest gift which is the perfec-
tions of the human world.

I hope that you will not lose this gift and that you will not
mistake this Luminary of Guidance for a dim star. Know the
value of this bestowal and move forward with perfect insight
so that the mysteries of divine bounty may be manifested in
your essential reality, which is a star of brilliant traces and a
luminary of radiant lights.

And glory be upon you and upon all who remain firm in God’s
Covenant.
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AB07352

To: Mirza Jan, in Tihran

O soul that yearneth for the Beloved! The worldly soul is
closely bound to the world of dust and is far removed from the
beauty of the celestial world. The divine soul is an intimate of
the self-subsistent Lord and is privy to the world of mystery.
The earthly soul returneth to the earth, whilst the divine soul
returneth unto the Lord of lords.

Therefore, as much as it lieth in thy power, be not content with
this deprived and impotent soul. Rather, strive to acquire a
spiritual soul and a heavenly nature that while yet in the body
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07804

thou mayest become a living soul and spirit, and in the realm
of the placeless become a shining light.

3 This is one of the fruits of firmness and steadfastness in the

Covenant and Testament. Be thou steadfast, that thou mayest
grow and flourish.
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AB07263

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi, in Tihran

O servant of Baha! What you wrote was noted, and multiple
letters have been written, therefore there is no opportunity to
write more than this brief note. Be confident in the grace and
divine favors which encompass all conditions. And upon you
be greetings and praise.

O Forgiver of sins and Concealer of errors and Merciful One
to creation and Bestower of gifts! Have mercy on the parents
of Your servant Nabi, the faithful, humble and submissive one
at Your holy threshold, O my Glorious Lord, and forgive their
transgressions and change their evil deeds to good deeds. Ver-
ily You are the Kind to the people of prayer and the possessors
of needs, and verily You are the Generous, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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AB07804

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi, in Tihran

O thou who art firm and steadfast and who desireth good for
the loved ones of God!

That which was written hath been considered, and that which
was mentioned hath been heard. In truth, matters are just
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07616

as thou hast written. These events bring about distress and
remove all joy and delight.

This day is the day of unity and this time is the time of har-
mony. Unity and harmony will lay low the people of malice,
and love and fellowship will banish estrangement from the face
of the earth. The loved ones of God must be the cause of love,
concord and fellowship in the world, that the light of divine
unity may dawn forth and shine resplendent in every degree.

In accordance with thy request, something hath been written.
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AB07616
To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi et al., in Tihran
O thou who gazest upon the Most Great Scene! A e B g

The infinite outpourings of divine grace have encompassed the
world of existence and the realm of being, and the lights of sanc-
tification of the Glorious Lord have illumined the horizons of
contingent beings. The Most Great Ocean of favors has surged,
and the pearls of consummate wisdom are being scattered and
bestowed upon the shores of creation.

Therefore, O thou seeker of the gems of divine mines, fill thy
skirts with the pearls of the mysteries of God’s consummate
wisdom that lie embedded within the reality of the sacred
verses and holy writings, that thou mayest discover the hid-
den treasure and find the endless store.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07201

AB07196

To: Mother of Agqa Mirza Ahmad, in Tihran

He is the One praised in all His deeds.

> O handmaiden of God, O assured leaf! In this wondrous Dis-
pensation, such a bounty has been bestowed upon women by
the Abha Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for His loved
ones, that it cannot be imagined. In truth, they have attained
the station of men and have become the recipients of the favors
of His Holiness the One in all matters. Therefore, in gratitude
for these bestowals, they must arise with such chastity, purity,
knowledge, love, sanctity and detachment that all creation will
be amazed.

3 And you, O assured leaf, give thanks that you have been
blessed with this great bounty. And upon you be the Glory.
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AB07201

To: Mother of Haji Khan et al., in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Praise the Divine Unity Who guided
thee to the fountain of life and directed thee to the path of
salvation, Who gave thee to drink from the Kawthar of inner
meanings and sustained thee with heavenly sustenance, Who lit
the candle of recognition in the glass of thy heart and illumined
the lamp of guidance in the niche of thy mind.

Although thou wert among women, He made thee the pride of
men and granted thee all manner of wishes. Give thanks and
offer praise that these divine bounties may increase and “If ye
give thanks, I will give you more” may be fulfilled.

And glory be upon every handmaiden who is firm in the
Covenant.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07665

AB07554

To: Muhammad Bagir Khalajabadi, in Tihran

O thou who art the target of trials! In the tradition it is
recorded: “When God loves a servant, He tests him.” Though
thou art physically sick and ill, praise be to God thou art spir-
itually sound and healthy, nay rather, enjoying perfect health.

2 This body is a mine of diseases and the seat of diverse ailments.
However much it may be safeguarded, ultimately the hosts of
maladies will prevail and illnesses and pains will break down
this frame. Therefore, grieve not, and be thou neither sad nor
dejected.

Many of God’s loved ones were afflicted with this ailment, but
as they were blessed with true spiritual health, they paid no
heed to it. Rather, they offered thanks that they became the
target of trials and the manifestation of tests.

And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB07665

To: Muhammad Gandumpakkun, in Tihran

O thou remembrance of that embodiment of the favours of the
Exalted One!

Lineages are said to be of two kinds: one physical, the other
spiritual; one born of water and clay, the other of heart and
soul. Whensoever these two are united, it is light upon light.
Wherefore, be thou like unto that bird of the bowers of faithful-
ness and, even as Shaykh Muhammad Hasan, become a point
that hath turned unto Him. Perchance like unto the messen-
ger of the Sheba of certitude thou mayest be crowned with the
diadem of bounty and invested with honour, become honey-
tongued even as the parrots of heavenly India, and discern
among souls even as thou dost separate wheat from tares.
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ABO07437

AB11769

To: Muhammad Hasan Sabzivari, in Tihran

O servant of God! You have always been and will continue to
be the recipient of the glance of divine favor. God’s bestowals
encompass you, His gifts are attained, and His grace is like an
abundant rain. I hope that day by day the friends will increase
in capacity and potential, so that through the downpour of the
rain of mercy, the seed of divine gifts will flourish in the soil of
the heart.

O servant of God! You are longing to meet and are impatient
and restless, but what can be done when in these regions wis-
dom prevents your presence and we are bound by that. There-
fore, defer your coming to another time. Perhaps God will
bring about something after this.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07437

To: Muhammad Hashim Kashani, in Tihran

O thou who art wandering through mountain and desert! Thou
didst don the pilgrim’s garb for the Ka’bah of thy heart’s desire,
shattered the idols of self and passion, freed thyself from the
bonds of comfort and ease, and set out for the dwelling-place
of the Kind Friend. A barrier arose and events prevented thee,
and thou wert commanded to return.

Be not disappointed, be not sorrowful, be joyous, for abundant
reward is assured and the bounty bestowed upon pilgrims is
ordained and destined. I hope that by God’s grace, when thou
returnest to thy known homeland, thy flame will burn brighter
and the fire of thy love will become more intense, that thou
wilt open thy tongue in praise of the Ancient Beauty and cry
out in gratitude for God’s grace: “Blessed am I, again blessed
am [!”

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07505

ABO07561

To: Muhammad Mihdi Khan, in Tihran

O thou who art turning unto God! Turn to the Abha Kingdom
and seek assistance from the Concourse on High. Then loose
thy tongue in supplication and say:

O my kind God! O my compassionate Lord! I was wandering,
and Thou didst grant me direction. I was lost in mountain and
desert, and Thou didst guide me to the path of guidance. I
was thirsty, and Thou didst give me to drink from the sweet
flowing Salsabil. I was fearful and trembling, and Thou didst
grant me refuge and shelter. I was dead, and Thou didst bring
me to life. I was in dark night, and Thou didst guide me to the
luminous morn. A hundred thousand thanks be unto Thee!

He is the Most Glorious

Convey the Most Glorious Greetings to the assured leaf, the
handmaiden of God Daji’, and glory be upon her.
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ABO07505

To: Qavam Divan, in Tihran

O Pillar of the Court! Today the court is in the hands of
wolves and demons, meaning the oppressive and hostile clergy
who, like savage beasts and venomous snakes, attack the living-
hearted friends, the gazelles of the All-Merciful’s wilderness.
Behold the severed heads, behold the torn hearts, behold the
birds of souls taken flight.

When the pen fell into the hands of the treacherous, inevitably
Mansur fell upon the gallows. Yet although outwardly they lost
their lives, in reality they found the Beloved. They became
intoxicated from the overflowing cup of the greatest bounty,
and engaged in sacrificing their lives for the Most Glorious
Beloved. They galloped from this dark strait to the luminous
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ABO07658

world. How excellent is the reward of the martyrs! May my
spirit be sacrificed for them.

AB07415

To: Shahriyar Ardishir Parsi, in Tihran

O true friend! My fingers tremble from the weakness of travel,
yet despite this I have undertaken to write. Although matters
have become difficult for you, there is hope for joy. The glance
of divine favor in this Most Great Cycle has encompassed all
the Parsees, and thus they have made various kinds of progress
in all ranks and conditions. But since they imagined that this
progress resulted from their own effort and zeal, therefore it
became altered. Despite this, we beseech at the Court of the
Self-Sufficient with humility and lamentation that this breach
may be repaired and this wound may find some healing.

And upon you be the Glory!
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AB07658

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran

O believing leaf! Thou seekest forgiveness for thy mother and
pardon for that illustrious departed one.

O handmaiden of God! Since that ascended leaf was related
to His Holiness, the Most Truthful Name of God, the glorious
martyr, and dwelt beneath the shade of the Word of Divine
Unity, and was enkindled with the fire of love for the Most
Glorious Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His sacred
threshold - she is assuredly immersed in the ocean of forgive-
ness and immortalized in the paradise of pardon and bounty.
Her face is illumined with the light of divine good-pleasure
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ABO07199

and her essence is diffused like musk and amber throughout
the horizons of generosity.

Be thou confident and at rest, for she is intoxicated with the
wine of favor and made joyous through the bestowals of His
Holiness the Most Great One.

And upon thee and upon her be the Glory!
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AB07411

To: Sister et al., in Tthran

. O two pure leaves and two maidservants of the Ancient Beauty!

Ibn-i-Abhar, upon him be the Most Luminous Glory of God,
offers the highest praise of you in his writings. One must ren-
der such service as to merit such praise. In brief, there are
handmaidens mentioned today in the Abha Kingdom who are
manifest signs and brilliant, evident tokens in their love of
God, knowledge of God, supreme sanctification, service to the
loved ones of God, and observance of the law of God. In their
steadfastness in God’s Covenant and Testament they are like
immovable mountains.

And upon you both and upon the handmaidens of God be the
Glory.
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AB07199

To: Sister of Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Jinab Mirza Husayn, upon him be the
Glory of God the Most Glorious, mentions you at the Thresh-
old of the Blessed Beauty, that that good leaf is, praise be to
God, stirred by the holy fragrances and like the trees is swaying
and moving from the sweet breezes of the gardens of oneness.
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ABO07813

To: Siyyid Yahya (Brother of Faizih), in Tihran

O Yahya! Take hold of the Book with strength. It appears you s r,\u BIEE) c;b <Kl s 2L
are saddened and grief-stricken. This is the condition of the S AL 5 S s RIRAN ey
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ABO07384

AB07443

To: Tabib, Mirza Khalil et al., in Tihran

O descendant of His Holiness Khalil the All-Merciful! Truly
you are of the noble lineage of His Holiness Khalil and progeny
of that sacred and cherished being, for you hastened to the
shade of the tent of martyrdom, and entered the temple of the
Lord in the Furthest Mosque, and in the Holy of Holies became
occupied with chanting the verses of unity.

The true and radiant morn is the dawn of the Covenant, and
the first light of the Testament of the Day-Star of the world.
The Tree of Anisa is the blessed tree which hath flourished
in the Most Great Paradise and casteth its shadow upon all
regions.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07384

To: Taqi Khan Qumsi, in Tihran

O Tailor, take up the Maryam-thread and mend the wounds
of the horizons. Sew a Joseph’s shirt that its holy fragrance
may perfume the nostrils of the elder of Canaan. And sew
an excellent robe to fit your own frame, that its hem may
cover the errors of the friends. Convey greetings to Jinab-i-
Aga Muhammad-Hasan Arif and say:

2 “A lover is he who is chill in hellfire;

A knower is he who is dry in the sea.”

Furthermore, observe how the knower must draw from the di-
vine sea to become a true and profound mystic knower. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07424

AB07644

To: Wife of Adib, in Tihran

O pure and attracted leaf! Upon thee be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious, and the praise of God, the Most High!

Give thanks to His Holiness, the One, that thou hast come un-
der the protection of one of God’s servants who hath a coun-
tenance illumined like a candle with the lights of the love of
God, and a heart like a rose garden and flower-bed. He posses-
seth an inspired heart and a breast like the blessed valley. He
hath seeing eyes and a tongue like a speaking parrot. His ears
are attentive and his spirit is in communion with the divine
inspiration. He is confirmed by the hosts of the Kingdom and
assisted by the favors of the Lord of Loving-kindness.

Through the special grace of the Desired One, I hope that thou
wilt warm the gatherings of the handmaidens of the Merciful
and bring them to a state of attraction and rapture.
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AB07424

To: Wife of Muhammad Husayn Naqqash, in Tihran

O my Lord, this is a maidservant supplicating to You, com-
muning with You, O my God, with the tongue of her inner
heart and outer speech, saying: “Lord, forgive my sins and
conceal my faults, and grant me a goodly exit, and purify me
from the defilement of my errors, and cause me to enter into
the ocean of Your pardon and forgiveness, O You Who are
great in beneficence, O Forbearing One, O Merciful One!

O Lord, answer her petition, and remove her sorrows, and
illuminate her stars, and make her a sign of forgiveness, O
Bestower, O You Who are possessed of great bounty! Verily
You are the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful.

O Lord, protect her grandchild in the cave of Your protection
and shelter, and guard the apple of her eye beneath the shadow
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ABO07167

of Your preservation and safekeeping. Verily You are the Gen-
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erous One, possessed of bounty, Who forgives whomsoever You AR
will” -

MKT®6.025b
AB12504

To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Tihran

O longtime companion! In these days glad tidings have ar-
rived that that illumined servant of God will be united in mar-
riage with the honored and illumined leaf, the granddaughter
of Radi’'r-Ruh. This marriage is blessed and auspicious. It
is hoped that a family will be established and souls will arise
who will kindle the brilliant lamp of Radi’r-Ruh in a new niche.
And upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abdu’l-Baha
‘Abbas

Jinab-i-Khan: Among the great coincidences in these past few
days is that concurrent with your gathering, a very detailed
visitation tablet was written for Radi’r-Ruh and sent to Yazd,
that is, to Aqa Tahir. If you wish, you may request it from
Yazd. And upon you be Glory!
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ABO07167

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

. My God, my God! With all humility and contrition, I suppli-
cate to the Kingdom of Mysteries that Thou mayest assist and
confirm this luminous Reality which hath acquired the lights
from the Sun of Thy mercy, and this spiritual essence which
hath been illumined by the lights of Thy oneness.

O Lord! This is a star that hath dawned from the horizon of
Thy love, and this is a tree that hath grown in the gardens of
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ABO07618

Thy knowledge, and this is a branch that hath sprouted from
the Tree of Thy singleness.

O Lord! Assist him in Thy service and enable him to arise in
Thy remembrance and praise, and gladden the eye of his father
that he may witness his attraction to the holy fragrances of
Thy sanctity and his success in bearing the Most Great Trust
through Thy grace and bounty.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Giving, the Mighty, the
Loving.
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ABO07618

To: Abu’l-Qasim Bayda, in Yazd

O composer of sweet words! In mourning and lamentation for
his holiness the Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree, his honor Aga
Siyyid Mirza, you have spoken words and penned an elegy,
giving full measure of eloquence and rhetoric.
novel and elegant, touching wounded hearts. Whatever falls
in its proper place has an effect like an antidote to deadly
poison. This mourning and lamentation had the impact of
Muhtasham’s verses, nay even more intense and greater.

It was most

I beseech God that He may enable you to be even more eloquent
and articulate than this, that you may become a peerless com-
poser and an incomparable prose writer, and that in all things
you may be assisted by the confirmations of the All-Powerful
Lord. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07629

To: Azizullah son of Mulla Ali Sabzivari, in Yazd

O peerless sapling in the garden of that glorious martyr!
Blessed art thou to be a sapling of that garden! Blessed art
thou to be a star in that heaven! Blessed art thou to be a
lamp in that night-chamber! Blessed art thou to be a ray of
that brilliant star! Blessed art thou to be a memento of that
radiant orb! Blessed art thou to be a royal pearl from that
ocean of mercy!

Therefore, in thanksgiving for this bounty and gift, resist the
people of violation who have broken the divine Covenant and
who desire by their own inclinations to bring ruin to the divine
edifice. And upon thee and upon all who are firm and steadfast
be the Glory of God.
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ABO07518

To: Gudarz Mihraban, in Yazd

O Gudrarz, my commander of that region! You have a spiritual
army like lions from the hosts of heaven behind you, and an
invincible fortress and iron tower from the Kingdom of might
and power behind, and that Abha realm beyond.

Therefore have no fear - strike with your axe at the root of the
ignorance and foolishness of the mindless ones, and set fire to
the tent and pavilion of the dejected and withered ones. Those

souls are like snakes and ants, deprived, forsaken and detested.

Soon the divine light will illumine East and West, and nothing
will remain for them except regret and remorse for why they
did not take preventive action. But you, take refuge in God
and be secure.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07586

AB07231

To: Kiyumarth brother of Mulla Bahram, in Yazd

O brother of that radiant, shining Bahram! They say that
Kayumars was the first of the kings and the earliest of the
crowned sovereigns, and he established the throne of kingship
in this dusty world. Therefore, since you share his name, es-
tablish also a kingship that shall be everlasting and whose end
shall never come.

This kingship is servitude at the Sacred Threshold and
bondage at the court of the One. God willing, you will be
assisted and confirmed in this, and you will place the crown
of the love of God upon your head and hang the collar and
bracelet of the knowledge of God around your neck, and you
will ascend the fortunate throne of the Most Great Guidance
and beat the drums of joy in the highest heaven.
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ABO07586

To: Mihraban Bahram Biman Maryamabadi, in Yazd

O kind one! Free yourself from your own existence and that
of strangers, and become wise. Gallop the steed of joy in this
plain and cast your gaze upon the higher world, that you may
witness heavenly signs, seek bright stars, and find the sun and
moon manifest in the gathering.

And you will see the Beloved of bounty with a radiant face
and open countenance, apparent in the feast of friends, and
the new divine rose-crown visible amid the garden, and the
fresh saplings of the celestial rose garden fresh, verdant and
free beside the stream.

Therefore raise both hands of supplication to the court of the
Self-Sufficient Lord and say: Praise be to Thee, worship be to
Thee, adoration be to Thee, O Kind Lord.

And peace be upon thee. May thy heart and soul be gladdened.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB07314

AB07294

To: Muhammad Sadiq (Ishqabad), in Yazd

O faithful servant of the Beauty of God! Today the measure
of truthfulness is steadfastness in the Covenant of the All-
Merciful, for a hundred thousand beliefs and certitudes with-
out firmness in God’s Covenant and Testament are not worth
a barleycorn, since faith and assurance are contingent upon
steadfastness in the Covenant and Testament, and without it
they cannot be realized. This is evident in all divine books,
scriptures, scrolls and tablets. Therefore, purify and sanctify
your hearing from the whisperings of doubts of the wavering
ones, and through the power of the Most Great Name arise to
prove the Most Perfect Covenant of the Ancient Beauty, may
my spirit be sacrificed for His loved ones.
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AB07314

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd

O thou who art firm in God’s Covenant!

That which was inscribed by the pen of firmness upon the page
of steadfastness was observed with insight. The delay in reply
was due to the severity of trials and the interference of every
malicious person, for due to the intensity of attacks, there is
absolutely no opportunity to engage in mentioning the divine
loved ones or in writing and speaking. Otherwise, you have
not been and will not be forgotten for a moment.

Indeed, you have demonstrated such firmness and steadfastness
in the Covenant that it has astonished both friend and stranger.
This is what behooveth the sincere ones and befitteth those
possessed of certitude. This is worthy of the people of Baha
and the people of the Ark of Salvation.

And upon thee be greetings and praise and bounty and glory
and bestowal and faithfulness.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07645

AB07200

To: Wife of Muhammad Husayn martyr sister of Mirza Bagir,

O handmaiden of God! Though your noble martyred husband,
that morning star of the Most Great martyrdom, has set below
the horizon of this world, he has risen from the most exalted
point of the Kingdom. For in the Abha Kingdom, the dawning-
place of the stars of martyrs is at the highest horizon.

And now that radiant star shines so bright and luminous that
its rays extend from the unseen realm to the visible plane and
become a bounty of existence. Soon you will observe even in
this material world how brilliant and effulgent are the rays of
that star.

Therefore give thanks unto God for this supreme gift.

in Yazd
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AB07645

To: Afnan, Farahangiz daughter of Siyyid Muhammad, in Yazd

O leaf of the blessed tree! Your eloquent verses and fluent
poetry arrived and were chanted with utmost spirituality in
the gathering of supplication. Indeed, they were fluent and
eloquent, novel and pleasing. Their content made reference to
the verses of divine unity, and their meaning was aflame with
the fire of love for the Ever-Living, the Almighty.

I beseech God to open before your face a door to inner truths
and meanings, and to adorn that pure heart with the jewels of
divine knowledge, so that you may open your tongue in such
wise as to astound the denizens of the Concourse on High, and
day by day increase in faith, certitude and spiritual knowledge.
May you be confirmed and successful.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB12514

AB07648

To: Afnan, Khadijih Sultan wife of Mirza Aqa Afnan, in Yazd

O blessed leaf! The fire of thy yearning hath burst into flame
and cast its radiance abroad, and its heat hath touched the
heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Whatever lamentation and crying out
thou makest is justified, and whatever sighing and wailing thou
expressest is fitting and right.

However, in these days wisdom doth not permit it. Therefore,
this servant, acting on thy behalf, hath laid his face and hair in
the dust at those two Thresholds, and in utmost supplication
beseecheth divine favors.

I hope that the sweet fragrances of this visitation may waft
from this pure land to the nostrils of that radiant leaf. God will-
ing, whenever wisdom permitteth, permission shall be granted.

And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB12514

To: Ustad Muhammad Hasan Kaffash Fadai, in Zanjan

O spiritual youth! Haji Iman traversed mountain and desert,
crossed wilderness and sea, until he arrived at the blessed, lu-
minous Shrine and prostrated himself at its most holy thresh-
old. He received abundant grace and attained a mighty tri-
umph. He became a source of good fortune for that country
and a blessing to that people, for at the Sacred Threshold he
clung fast and implored, and at the Court of the Divine Unity
he showed forth humility and supplication, that that region
might become a paradise of delight and that land might be-
come the dawning-place of heavenly stars, and that each of
the friends might become a manifestation of the favors of the
Self-Subsisting Lord.

And upon thee be glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB12527

AB07481

To: Ghulam-Rida, in Zavarih

O seeker of God’s good-pleasure! The station of contentment
is very difficult, and is the greatest desire of the people of
Baha. One who walks this path becomes entirely unaware of
self, and whatever befalls becomes a remedy for his pain and
a swift-healing salve for his wound.

In this station they find faithfulness in betrayal, and count
calamity as the greatest of blessings. They know affliction as
a gift and anguish as joy. Their happiness and delight become
constant, and their bounty of gladness eternal. They ascend
the throne of sovereignty and independence, and become inti-
mate with their highest aspirations.

That is from God’s grace - He bestoweth it upon whomsoever
He willeth, and God is the possessor of great bounty.
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AB12527

To: Mulla Muhammad Rida Zavarihi

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! By My
life, O thou who hast kindled the fire of God’s love in the heart
of the free among the righteous ones!

Wert thou to discover what hath been ordained for thee in
the Most Glorious Kingdom, thou wouldst spread the pinions
of longing and grow the plumes of yearning, and soar unto
the Supreme Companion. However, the all-encompassing di-
vine wisdom hath required the concealment of this magnificent
bounty and ancient generosity, lest every heedless blamewor-
thy one covet it.

And verily, I beseech that Most Exalted and Supreme Thresh-
old to increase thy stations at all times and to exalt thy ranks
in the love of God, and to diffuse through thee the fragrances
of God throughout those regions.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7785

And glory be upon thee and upon everyone who remaineth
firm in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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AB07214

To: Wife of Haji Muhammad Ali (Zirak), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)

O handmaiden of God, believing leaf who supplicates to God!
Your mention on this plane [has passed]. With utmost joy and
delight I have taken up the pen to write this letter, so that you
may increase in enthusiasm and excitement, and become firmly
established in attraction and enkindlement, and like a burning
ember and fiery spark, set ablaze the hearts of the handmaidens
of the All-Merciful, that each may become a lamp of lights and
a niche of light upon light. And this is not difficult through
His bounty.

‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey my greetings to the respected son Aqga Mirza Jalal,
and to the handmaidens of God Jamaliyyih Khanum and Tuba
Khanum.
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ABO7785

To: Dr Muhammad Salih, in Egypt

O thou who art beloved of God and who lovest Him! The Most
High hath said: “He loveth them and they love Him.” Were
it not for the outpouring of God’s love upon His servant, love
would never have been realized in creation. All things are from
Him and return unto Him, and man possesseth nothing of his
own self.

When the lights of love shone forth from the Truth unto cre-
ation, His greatest signs were imprinted upon pure and lumi-
nous hearts, and the mirrors of hearts faced one another and
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB07722

reflected that manifest light. Thus did love appear from cre-
ation unto creation. But it was God Who united their hearts.

Therefore have I loved thee and read thy brilliant letter and
rejoiced at beholding thy radiant countenance. I beseech God
to make thee a sign of prosperity and success in this world and
the next. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO7722

To: Husayn Ruhi, in Eqypt

O spiritual man! I have read your eloquent letter wherein you
mourned the passing of that rightly-guided soul. Truly this
departed one was accomplished, outspoken, articulate, calling
out the appearance of God’s Kingdom to both near and far.
Though separation is unbearable, yet unto thy Lord is the ul-
timate return.

The nightingale has flown to the holy gardens, the dove has
ascended to the midst of the celestial meadows, the fish has
hastened to the sweetest waters, the ray has returned to the
Sun of Truth, and the yearning one has rushed to the Most
Glorious Kingdom. Be not sorrowful, for this is for him the
most bountiful portion and the ultimate goal.

I beseech God, glorified and exalted be He, to grant us, like
him, the overflowing cup of bestowal with the greatest gift.
And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07335

ABO07581

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Egypt

O thou who art guided by the Light of Guidance!

In all ages the near ones longed to inhale a fragrance from
the gardens of oneness and attain the blessing of witnessing a
sign from among the signs of the Sun of Identity. His Holiness
Moses swooned from attaining the blessing of witnessing the
manifestation of light and the radiance of Sinai, and His Ho-
liness Abraham, from beholding the lights of the Face, raised
the cry “I have turned my face toward Him Who created the
heavens and earth, turning away from all else, and I am not of
those who join partners with God,” and His Holiness Christ,
from the wafting of the breezes of the Holy Spirit, declared
“My God, my God, Thy bounty hath encompassed and Thy
mercy hath preceded the children of Thy Kingdom.”

Praise be to God that thou hast been quickened by the fra-
grances of these gardens and the outpourings of these springs.
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ABO07335

To: Mirza Ja’far Afshar, in Eqypt

O you who are firm in the Covenant! It is as you wrote - crows
and ravens have surrounded the rose garden, and the crow, like
a fly, with utmost effort and haste seeks to reach the height of
the eagle. But alas, alas! Never can the jackal with dyed fur
display the radiance of the heavenly peacock, nor can the fox
with its howl produce the roar of the lion of paradise. Though
the sand grouse may learn the call of the hoopoe, where is the
hoopoe’s secret and the message from Saba?

Verily this is in the ancient scriptures, and in them is a re-
minder for those who fear God. Past centuries have elapsed,
and they were mightier in prowess than this losing band. But
God made them mere tales and legends, scattered them ut-
terly, made them taste bitter destruction, and destroyed them
completely.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB07512

AB07455

To: Siyyid Muhammad Tayir, in Eqypt

O skilled poet! The verses were like radiant pearls, and the
fruits of that faithful friend’s talent were read and brought joy.

I beseech God that you may open an eloquent tongue and
demonstrate fluent speech, and in divine praise and attributes
and glorification and sanctification of the Threshold of the All-
Merciful, may give voice to utterance and become free from
the fetters of this grief-laden world, become pure-hearted and
illumined like a rose garden, so that the Gardener of Oneness
may design flowers of inner meanings in the avenue of your
thoughts, and no freshness or splendor remain to the gardens
of odes and poems of former poets.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07512

To: wife of Inayatullah Diya, in Eqypt

O cherished maidservant of God! Do not think that you are
not in the sanctuary with the holy leaves. Day and night they
are occupied with your remembrance. I too beseech the Ever-
Living, the All-Powerful that you may become a close maid-
servant at the threshold of Oneness and be confirmed in that
which is His blessed good-pleasure. We named the newborn
Hadi so that he may become a manifestation of guidance and
follow in the footsteps of his noble grandfather. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey respectful greetings to the confident maidservant of
God, the mother of Aga Mirza Inayatu’llah, and likewise to
the maidservant of God Farah-Angiz and other maidservants
of the All-Merciful. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Convey greetings and praise to the believing maidservant of
God, the mother of Aga Azizu’llah Khavar and the sincere
maidservant of God Sakinih.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7797

AB12507

To: Aqa Haydar (Abadih), in Palestine

O thou whose breath is fragranced! Praise God that thou hast
perfumed thy nostrils with the holy dust, and illumined and
sweetened thy face and hair with the soil of the threshold of
that Heart-attracting Beloved. Thou hast circumambulated
the spiritual gathering place and attained a bounty that is the
envy of those who came before and those who will come after.

Now, with an illumined heart, a merciful spirit, a divine at-
traction, and a conscious flame, return to the divine realm and
bring to each of the friends a fragrance from this rose-garden,
that souls may be moved to joy and delight and hearts to at-
traction and rapture.

And this is from the bounty of thy Lord, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.
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ABO7797

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Palestine

O thou who hast clung to the hem of the Covenant! The
sweet and delightful poem was read. It shows the utmost elo-
quence. Man’s poetic talent is like unto a goodly earth that
hath pure water hidden in its inner strata, and sweet Salsabil
waters flowing and coursing through its veins. The more thou
diggest and delve into it, the more abundantly and delicately
will the waters spring forth, more sweet and refreshing. And
this digging and delving and excavation consisteth in striving
and persevering to compose verses like unto strung pearls.

2 Therefore, in times of repose of thought, occupy thyself at every
moment with the praise and glorification of the Desired One,
that the living waters, the Tasnim and Salsabil, may flow forth
from thy poetic talent.
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AB12506

AB11943

To: Mirza Husayn Mishkin Qalam, in Palestine

O thou divine Mishkin!

> A thousand praises be to the one true God that for years
thou didst suffer in the path of the Heavenly Beauty, enduring
separation, affliction and captivity, and no sooner was there
some respite in restrictions, than thou didst hasten to the
Most Great Prison, turned thy face away from all else but
Him, melted away in the fire of His love, sought His good-
pleasure and recognized the Candle of the Covenant. Through
the bountiful grace of the Blessed Beauty, mayest thou revive
the gatherings of the friends, and cause the hearts of His loved
ones to be united. This, however, is on condition that at such
meetings thou makest mention of naught but the soul-stirring
remembrance of the Ancient Beauty—may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for His steadfast loved ones. If perchance anything else
is mentioned, it would be better for that gathering to disperse.
The verses and prayers uttered by the Ancient Beauty must be
continuously recited. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB12506

To: Amir Shakib Arsalan, in Syria

In the evening at the hotel of His Honor the noble and dis-
tinguished personage, His Excellency Amir Shakib Arslan, the
respected one:

O illustrious Prince! I have chanted the verses of congratula-
tions from you upon my return to this cherished land, and my
tongue has become moist with gratitude for these sentiments
which indicate steadfastness and firmness in ancient love. May
God increase your loftiness and elevation and nobility which
has no equal. During my extensive travels in those vast and
far-reaching Western lands, there was no comfort in my heart
except the remembrance of the loved ones of the East like your
distinguished person. I beseech and implore God that He may
unite me with you so that my breast may be healed through
meeting, and the burning pangs of longing that blaze between
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ABO07826

my ribs and innermost being may be stilled. And upon you be
greetings and praise, O spirit of the heart.
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ABO7778

To: Lua Getsinger, in United States

My God, my God! We are handmaidens whom the sweet savors
of Thy holiness have attracted from the Blessed Spot. Illumine
our insight with the lights of Thy guidance shining from the
horizon of truth, quicken us through the outpourings of Thy
Holy Spirit descending from the heaven of divine mercy, and
awaken us by the breezes of Thy love at the dawning of the
sun of divine unity. O Lord! Enable us to attain the essence of
sanctification from every attribute save the virtues Thou hast
specially ordained for the holy realities of the most exalted
Kingdom. Refresh our hearts with the continuous effusions
from Thy Most Glorious Kingdom. O Lord! Assist us to serve
Thy Cause, to call out in Thy Name, to exalt Thy Word, to
spread Thy verses, to promote Thy teachings and utterances,
and to educate other handmaidens until these regions become
illumined by the radiance of Thy light shining upon the East
and West of the earth. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the
Bestower!...
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AB07826

I ask Thee, O my God, by Thy Power, Might and Dominion
which have encompassed all who are in Thy heaven and earth—
to point out to Thy servants Thy straight pathway, that they
may acknowledge Thy Oneness and singleness with a certainty
that shall not be clouded by the imaginations of doubters, nor
veiled by the conjectures of straying wanderers.
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ABU2295

O God, illumine the eyes and the hearts of Thy servants with
the light of Thy Knowledge, that they may know of this, the
Highest Station and Glorious Horizon, that they may not be
withheld by false voices from beholding the effulgence of the
light of Thy Oneness, nor prevented from turning unto the
horizon of Renunciation.

PN_ various p003, BSTW#191

AB07845

This is the Day of rejoicing for the Truth hath been made
manifest.

His call hath been raised.
The world is illumined and adorned with its light.
Beseech God to grant you patience.

This is the warning the Pen of The Most High has imparted
in the past and in the future. Some among the people of the
BayAin disguise themselves in any form to perchance entrap
the believers.

We beseech God to adorn all with the ornament of patience so
that the entire world will not be able to deter them from This
Path.

In the margin it is written:

Whatever has been received by Amin is acceptable in Our Pres-
ence.

NYR#002

NYR#002

ABU2295

What is truth? Truth is the word of God, which gives life to
humanity. It restores sight to the blind and hearing to the
deaf; it makes eloquent those who are dumb, and living beings
out of dead beings; it illumines the world of heart and soul;
it reduces into nothingness the iniquities of the neglectful and
erring ones. Beauty, perfection, brilliancy and spirituality in
this existence come from or through the word of God. For all
it is the supreme goal, the greatest desire, the cause of life,
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ABO07807

light, instruction. The road to attain to this Truth is the love
of God. When the light of the love of God is burning in the
mirror of the heart, that flame shows the way and guides to
the Kingdom of the Word of God.

As to what causes the growth of the love of God, know that it
is to turn one’s self toward God.

BSC.494 #953, SW_ v14#06 p.164

ABO07267

To: Abdu’l-Ghaffar Shirazi

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Thy letter hath arrived, and
thy cry and lamentation have been heard.

Sacrifice all ranks, conditions, and affairs for the sake of that
Peerless One; free thyself from every bond and attachment,
and cleave to the confirmations of the hosts of Truth. The
days pass away, every condition vanisheth, and every honour
and comfort shall come to an end. But the soul, paradise,
conscience, spirit and fragrance, and the grace of the Lord
God, remaineth abiding and established.

3 Convey to Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-‘Ali, thine uncle, the won-
drous and most glorious salutation. And upon thee be greeting
and praise.
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ABO07807

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khadim

O thou who art named a servant of His Great Beauty! O
thou servant of the Beloved of the world! Thou hast attained
distinction in servitude at the Sacred Threshold, and in thy
love for the Most Great Name thou hast rent thy garment and
become renowned throughout all regions.

In the scroll of those possessed with love, they begin with my
name,
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ABO07156

Though erstwhile I was chief among the wise.

In any case, insofar as thou art able, with the utmost forbear-
ance, wisdom, submissiveness and humility before God, teach
the Most Great Name to all peoples and tribes and inculcate
the Most Holy Name, that thou mayest breathe the spirit of
life into the body of the world and bring a dewdrop to the
farmland of the hearts of the peoples. The tillage of hearts
is in constant need of heavenly bounties, and thy services are
confirmed and accepted at the Threshold of Truth.
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AB07156

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari

In this mighty day when the lights of the Supreme Kingdom
have encompassed all horizons and the radiance of the highest
heavenly realm has dawned upon the kingdom of existence, the
servants of God must arise with such enthusiasm, fervor and
movement that all beings will be amazed, and appear at the
pivot of all horizons with such attraction that they will cause
the body of the world to vibrate like a pulsing artery.

O namesake of this servant! The wavering ones imagine they
can extinguish this divine kindled fire and deprive this Most
Great Sea of the world from the breezes of the grace of the
Ancient Beauty. How evil is that which they imagine!

And upon you be glory.
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To: Abdu’l-Husayn Tafti (Avarih)

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! SHle dla #ouy (6l

> Blessed art thou, since thou art engaged in rendering a service
which will make thy face to shine in the Abha Kingdom, and
that is the education and training of children. If one should,
in the right way, teach and train the children, he will be per-
forming a service than which none is greater at the sacred
Threshold. According to what we have heard, you are succeed-
ing in this. You must, however, struggle unceasingly to perfect
yourself and win ever higher achievements.

At all times, I implore Almighty God to make you the means
of illuminating the minds of those children, of bringing their
hearts to life and sanctifying their souls. Greetings be unto
thee, and praise.
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ABO07591

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab nephew of Mulla Ali

O believer in the verses of God! Though that lamp emerged
from the glass of contingent being and was outwardly extin-
guished by the winds of events, yet it was kindled anew in the
niche of the Concourse on High and the glass of the Most Glo-
rious Kingdom, and its radiance encompassed the kingdom of
existence.

“Think not of those who are slain in God’s way as dead. Nay,
they are living! With their Lord they have provision.”

The Exalted One - may my spirit and the spirit of all existence
be sacrificed for Him - states in the Qayyumu’l-Asma: “By God
the True One! T am verily a Maiden whom Glory gave birth
to in a palace of moist red ruby, and I and those in Paradise
yearn for a soul that has been slain in His path.”
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ABO07432

ABO07215

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your letter of the fifth of Dhi’l-
Qa’dah of this year arrived. You had written about your unity
and oneness with Janab-i-Bagirof. It must be thus, so that
it may attract the confirmation of the manifest Light. The
aforementioned gentleman is, praise be to God, assisted and
confirmed in all things.

By the divine blessing, associate with those two newly con-
firmed merchants in the utmost joy and fragrance, and speak
about the sanctity and purity of the servants of God.

Those souls who have requested permission to circumambulate
the gathering-place of the Supreme Concourse are permitted,
provided they are able to come and return in comfort.

The letter you had previously requested was written and sent.
Surely it has arrived by now. And upon you be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB07432

To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi

O thou who hast visited the point round which circle the Con-
course on High! Give thanks to the Ancient Beauty, the Gen-
erous Lord, that thou hast traversed a great distance to arrive
at the extended shade and praiseworthy station of the Thresh-
old of the Worshipped One, and hast illumined thine eyes with
beholding the mighty signs at that Sacred Threshold.

Now take with thee a gift of the holy fragrances from this
Sacred Garden and turn thy face toward the lands of God,
and cause each one to partake of the divine message that
is embedded and contained within the divine tablets of the
Covenant and Testament - that is, guide all to steadfastness
in the Covenant, so that the hosts of confirmation may surge
forth from the Abha Kingdom.
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ABO7742

To: Afnan, Mirza Siyyid Muhammad (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din) et al.

The honored Amin, upon him be the Glory of God, is present
and has opened his tongue in praise of those Afnans of the
Blessed Tree, saying that, praise be to God, each one shines
like the moon in the horizon of recognition, and each stands as
firm in the Covenant as an immovable and mighty mountain
with strong foundations. Through God’s grace they are illu-
mined, radiant and spiritual, and through the outpourings of
the clouds of providence they are, like the trees of the paradise
of oneness, in the utmost freshness, delicacy and vigor. This
praise is the greatest adornment and ornament in the world of
creation.

O Lord! Aid the Afnans of Thy Tree of Mercifulness to achieve
even greater than this.
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ABO07388

To: Akhtar Khavari, Kaykhusraw et al.

O two stars of the East! O loving friends! Happy are your souls,
for you have found a ray from the celestial Sun and received
a share from the divine realm. You have perceived the sweet
fragrance from the supreme paradise and have been nurtured
in the rosebush of the peerless Lord’s bounty. The generosity,
bestowal and forgiveness of the Lord of creation are yours. Be
joyous, be happy!

Take up the cup of the Covenant and become intoxicated at
this divine feast. The wine is ready, and in this celebration
drink until you become unconscious, passionate, ecstatic and
hear the call of the angel. May your souls be happy and your
hearts be glad and joyful.
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AB07626

To: Ali Akbar Khan

O fruitful sapling in the garden of faith! Through the bounties
of the Day of Manifestation, “The righteous shall drink of a
cup tempered at the Camphor Fountain.”

When the wine of all-encompassing grace is mixed with the
camphor of the love of God and the ginger of the knowledge
of God, it acquires such penetrating power that it can soften
and even dissolve the most hardened and stubborn substances,
which represent heedless hearts.

Therefore, take this divine cup in hand as much as you can and
shatter the market of the ignorant and foolish ones. I swear by
the Ancient Beauty that you will illumine the horizons of the
world and light a lamp that will forever shed its radiance and
effulgence throughout the Kingdom, never to be extinguished.

And the glory be upon you.
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AB07744

To: Aga Bala Karimuf

O Aga-Bala, upon thee be the Glory of God and His praise!
God willing, thou hast been and art sheltered within the cave
of divine protection and care.

Thou hast whitewashed the sacred grounds of the Haziratu’l-
Quds, and We installed iron doors. It now hath three doors:
one We named the Upper Gate, and another the Most Noble
Gate, after thee and Aqa ‘Ali-Ashraf.

This station and honor in the divine realm is the cause of eter-
nal glory unto the end of time. As long as the world endureth
and ages and centuries pass, this exalted title shall remain with
thy lineage and descendants.
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AB07444

In thanksgiving for this outstanding favor and mighty grace,
thou must open thy tongue in praise and thanksgiving, invite
all the divine friends to a feast, and recite this missive.
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ABO07547

To: Aga Buzurg brother of Haji Ahmad Kazirani

O thou who art longing for the Face of the All-Glorious!

In the realm of material existence, the sovereign of passion
holds sway, and in the diseased clime of the carnal self, the
evil king of pride wears the crown. But in the world of spirit,
the Lord God is the Ruler. When the might and power of
this King of Kings shatters the force and dominion of that
enslaved devil, sovereignty throughout all realms and regions
will be delegated to the Mighty Lord.

Therefore, weep and lament, cry out and be restless, until
through the grace of the Ancient Beauty this supreme bounty
is made possible and this mighty favor is attained.

And glory be upon thee and upon all who remain firm in the
Ancient Covenant and the Straight Path.
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AB07444

To: Aqa Hasan son of Iman (Zanjan)

O descendant of faith and companion of certitude! Your es-
teemed father Haji has requested the composition of this let-
ter, and I am hastening to write it, for this father has endured
boundless trials and tribulations in the path of truth. For this
reason he is infinitely precious and there is no choice but to
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fulfill his request. What choice is there except submission and
acquiescence?

But how pleased I am that he is so kind and compassionate,
and how grateful you must be that he is so close to and the
recipient of abundant favors. Despite being extremely busy, I
have undertaken to write this letter.
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ABO07297

To: Aga Lutfullah

O thou yearning servant! Divine favor encompasses thee and
complete success and prosperity is thine. Among the divine
favors is that thou hast been guided by the light of guidance
and followed the essence of piety. Thou hast partaken of the
mystery of existence and received an abundant share from the
treasure of the Kingdom.

Thou art assured of the Abha Beauty and believing in the
Exalted One, hearing the call and yearning for the Supreme
Beauty. Be not grieved and distressed at returning to thy
homeland. God willing, thou shalt attain a great portion and
be confirmed in an exalted station.

The favors of God are endless and He transforms loss into gain.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07594

To: Aga Mirza Mumin

O assured believer! Among the divine names in the Qur’an
is “The Believer” (Al-Mu’min), as mentioned in the tradition
“The believer is the mirror of the believer,” meaning that the
assured believer among the servants is the locus of manifesta-
tion of divine signs.
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2 Now praise be to God that your honor is a sign of the All-
Merciful and a banner of endless bounty. And Ibn-i-Abhar,
upon him be the most luminous glory of God, has the utmost
joy in your honor and day and night continuously opens his
tongue in praise that during the days of imprisonment you
showed the utmost assistance, consideration and support.

It is fitting and proper for those firm in the Covenant and
Testament that in times of captivity and imprisonment they
strive to serve those imprisoned in the path of God. And glory
be upon you.
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AB07332

To: Aga Mirza Nurullah Khan

O you who are firm in the Covenant! Your musk-scented letter
had sweet contents and heart-attracting meanings, for it was
the fragrance from the rose-garden of the love of God and the
breeze from the stream of the knowledge of God. I beseech
God to increase your passion, enthusiasm and ardor moment
by moment and to grant you such power that you may become
a great sign and a supreme gift and the cause of guidance
to those possessed of understanding, so that you may deliver
souls from the darkness of self and passion, and plant the tree
of eternal paradise [in hearts] and water it with tearful eyes.

Convey the Most Glorious greetings to the honored leaf, the
assured maidservant of God, the respected companion, and say:
O maidservant of God! Turn to the Abha Kingdom and ask
for whatever you desire.
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AB12814

To: Aqa Muhammad Hashim et al.

O two spiritual friends! I have set aside a hundred thousand
necessary matters and written this letter solely for your sake.
To write during times of leisure is not such a proof of sincere
love, but if someone pens even a word during times of utmost
occupation and mental preoccupations, it is a decisive proof
of true love. Therefore, with this brilliant evidence I say: O
Hashim, my brother, know with certainty that I desire your
exaltation. And O Muhammad, again I say that I beseech
assistance for you from the One True God, and in every tongue
I make mention of you. And upon you both be greetings and
praise.
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ABO07213

To: Arbab wife of Abdu’l-Husayn Ardistani

O handmaiden of God, spiritual believing leaf! The house
that you have dedicated as a pilgrim house has been accepted.
God willing, it must be maintained in the utmost order and
arrangement. The most important matter is cleanliness and
refinement. This important matter must be attended to with
the utmost care and vigilance, and arranged in such a way
that when a traveler enters, they will gain spirituality from
witnessing its purity, cleanliness, refinement and delicacy, and
from inhaling its sweet fragrance. For although cleanliness,
purity and sweet fragrances are physical things, yet since they
are signs of spiritual sanctification and the breath of the All-
Merciful, they bestow spirituality. And the Glory be upon
you.
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AB07239

To: Bagiruf, Ali Akbar et al.

O servants of Baha’u’llah! Your letter was received in Paris and
was read. You had asked a question that requires a detailed
explanation, but there is absolutely no time or opportunity.
Nevertheless, a brief note will be written, which is this: In the
Qur’an it clearly and explicitly states: “And among His signs is
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the living crea-
tures that He has scattered through them both.” This means
that in both heaven and earth there exist living beings. Thus
it became known that all these luminous bodies are inhabited
and the light of truth certainly shines and radiates in all of
them. God did not create these infinite luminous bodies in
vain.
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AB07656

To: Baygum Sultan daughter of Ammih

O leaf stirred by the breeze of the love of God!

On this morn when the dawn of divine outpourings from the
Abha Kingdom and the invisible Realm of Might has illumined
and brightened the horizons of the domains of creation, this
lowly servant at the threshold of the Blessed Beauty has taken
up the pen and engaged in mentioning that pure leaf, that
thereby joy might be brought to the heart of that handmaiden
of God.

Indeed, were you to open a hundred thousand mouths and sing
with a hundred thousand tongues upon the branch of thanks-
giving to the All-Merciful Lord, you would not fulfill the obliga-
tion of gratitude for this boundless favor of the Lord that you
are mentioned at His threshold and renowned in the gathering
of His friends and servants.

And glory be upon you.
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ABO07181

To: Edith R Sanderson

He is the Beloved

O my God and my Beloved! I beseech Thee with my spirit and
my heart to sanctify me from the love of any besides Thee and
to purify me from attachment to aught except Thee. Make my
heart, O my God, empty, free, sanctified, pure and clear until
it becomes filled with the love of Thy Beauty and is set ablaze
with the fire of Thy love and is attracted by the fragrances of
Thy holiness. O Lord, make my spirit a cup overflowing with
the wine of Thy love, and my heart a pure and shining mir-
ror reflecting the sun of Thy Beauty, and my tongue speaking
Thy remembrance, and my ear attentive to Thy call, and my
eye perceiving Thy signs, and my nostrils perfumed by Thy
fragrances, and my feet firm in Thy religion, and my heart
steadfast in Thy Covenant, and my face illumined by the light
of Thy knowledge. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the Giving, the Kind, the Mighty, the Beloved.
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AB07369

To: Fadlullah Khan (Brother of Ghulam-Husayn) et al.

O family of that faithful servant of the Lord of Might! Praise be
to God, you have a father who is enraptured and impassioned,
and renowned for his love of the Kind Beloved. He is a bright
candle aflame with the fire of the love of God, and through the
fragrances from the gardens of the knowledge of God, he is a
garden that is the envy of flower beds and meadows.

Give thanks that you have such a kind father - he is near to
the Divine Threshold, attracted to the Most Glorious Beauty,
a servant at the Sacred Threshold, and one who speaks in
glorious praise of the Most Great. He has been confirmed in a
Cause that is the pride of that family and will be the source
of glory for that lineage throughout all eternity.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB07183

To: Faridiyan, Mirza Ibrahim Kalimi et al.

O Ibrahim! The fire of Nimrod became a rose garden, and
the tyranny of the stubborn one became the justice of the
All-Loving Lord. After the calamities and ordeals that have
befallen you, do not be extinguished, for ultimately you will
become envied and praised.

O Ali! The exaltation of man lies in self-sacrifice, and the as-
cent of the human being lies in offering and sacrifice. Whoever
is closer at this feast is given a fuller cup of trials. Consider
how many trials ‘Abdu’l-Baha has, and how His servant is im-
mersed in the sea of tests. After the harassment of strangers,
become familiar with the Truth, and from the trouble of the
ignorant, become the mercy of the wise.
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ABO07180

To: Faydullah (Qazvin)

O Lord, my God and my Hope! This is a servant who has
supplicated to the Kingdom of Thy mercifulness and the Do-
minion of Thy oneness, yearning for Thy good-pleasure and
seeking nearness to Thy presence, honored to approach Thy
Threshold whose precincts are perfumed with the musk-like
fragrance of bounty.

O Lord! Ordain for him this supreme gift and prepare for him
in his affairs guidance, or decree for him the reward of one who
has attained this mighty bounty and this glorious gift.

O Lord! He is broken before Thee - mend his brokenness, ex-
pand his straitened circumstances, enlarge his breast, make
his affairs easy, open the doors of grace before his face, let the
clouds of generosity rain upon him, cause the breezes of par-
adise to waft over him, and let the radiance of the All-Merciful
shine forth from his countenance.
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AB07428

To: Ghulam-Ali Farrash

O you whose face is turned toward the Truth! How pleasant 5 s, fs 4 u> Cov 5 G &1
of countenance and disposition you are, and how blessed and — (gs5 sy oz 3 5 S,le 5 o35
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AB07230

To: Grandmother of Sakinih Sultan

O Bestower of kindness! A handmaiden most humble and ¢y Cule s @3S Ol *odizz ol 1
meek, powerless and helpless, lowly and suppliant, hath re- Gl s C:".‘T PR geeny
turned and sought refuge at the court of Thy grandeur. To - ' Tol s 28 5o S of

. Dol 3yl ol 5 2850 5 (6,15 o6y
grant forgiveness and pardon and to be clement beseemeth a -
master. Withhold not, therefore, O Lord, Thy mercy and Thy
forgiveness.
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favors, bestow freely Thy gifts, admit her into the banquet
hall of effulgence, and suffer her to attain the assemblage of
witnessing and meeting.

Thou art the Forgiving. Thou art the Merciful. Thou art the
Most Kind.
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ABO07516

To: Gushtasb father of Mihraban Known as Javanmard

O Gushtasp! Rejoice through the grace of the Lord and be
happy, for He has drawn you near to His threshold and made
you devoted to His court. He filled the cup of love to over-
flowing and made you restless from the potency of the wine of
inner meanings. He made you yearning for the encounter and
enchanted with the musk-laden tresses. He kindled the fire of
love in your heart and burned away the veil of vain imaginings.

2 Your soul received the glad tidings of union and the branch
was attracted to and joined with its root. The drop hastened
to the ocean, the thirsty fish fell into the water. Eternal life
arrived, the dawn of divine bounty broke, heart and soul joined
with the Beloved, and the spirit became intoxicated with the
wine of truth.

Blessed art thou and excellent is thy final abode.

Slesls Olay @ > b 5l wl:.&f !
EYYY o€ s u:.fu FR Y Sl K 5 S
SRS SR L N ST ONS
555 Hlas Gle )\sz,;(_;lm o5l Oy
o 5l s s gle A K () O he

S gl (‘LA}\ "oéj;j

ol e g5 5 DBL Jeoy fen s Ol
g\)aw’q&bgﬁwb’)%aﬁd«w}:
Olay, S g e ) Ol gl 5.)») sl
*03b 3 oy 5 Sy Ol Ol 5 s e

A Cnn jw&

YARP2.620 p.429

AB12516

To: Haji Iman Zanjani

O essence of faith! How fortunate wert thou, how blessed thy
fate, and how joyous thy condition, that thou didst bear chains
about thy neck and fetters upon thy feet for the sake of truth,
and wert imprisoned in the utmost gladness and delight. What
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bounty could be greater than this, what favor more excellent
than this?

These chains have the worth of strings of pearls, and these
bonds signify freedom unmatched in all the world. I swear
by the Ancient Beauty—may my spirit be offered up for those
imprisoned in His path—that the denizens of the Supreme Con-
course yearn for this supreme bounty.

Convey on my behalf to all the friends who were imprisoned
the Most Great, Most Wondrous Salutation.
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AB07274

To: Haji Muhammad Ali Shirazi

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your letter arrived in Paris
at a time when I was extremely occupied. Nevertheless, I am
writing a brief reply.

Send six pieces of carpet for the Holy Shrine of His Holiness
the Exalted One [the Bab], along with one piece of one and a
half cubits. However, [send them] through someone who can
transport them personally. If they are shipped by boat, it will
take two years to arrive and they may also get lost.

Convey with utmost longing the most wondrous and glorious
greetings to Mirza Mahmud ‘Assar and Rustam Javanmard
and Feridun Rustam and Haji Muhammad Ibrahim and Shahri-
yar Farsi, all of them.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07367

ABO7179

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn (Shiraz)

O my God! This servant is attracted to the gardens of Thy
oneness, gladdened by the fragrances of Thy holiness, illumined
by the lights of Thy Kingdom, and enlightened by the rays of
the lamp of Thy oneness.

O Lord! He has traversed valleys and ravines, climbed moun-
tains, and crossed seas until he attained the honor and until
his face was dustied with the soil of the threshold of the pure
and radiant Garden, and his hair was covered with the dust of
the circumambulation point of the Concourse on High.

O Lord! Accept from him his circumambulation around the
refuge of Thy angels in the morning and evening, and the
dawning-place of the dwellers of the highest paradise, and the
resort of the holy temples in the early hours and at sunset. Aid
him and strengthen him and make all his hopes easy of fulfill-
ment and make his feet firm in the Covenant and Testament.
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ABO07367

To: Haji Shaban (Servant of Afnan)

O servant of the divine Afnan of the Sacred Tree! Give thanks
to the Ancient Lord that thou wert privileged to visit the Holy
Shrine and didst perfume thy nostrils with the fragrances of
that divine rose-garden. Thou didst illumine thine eyes and
make thy heart the envy of flower-garden and meadow.

Beseech God that thou mayest be assisted to achieve that
which befitteth this most great honor, and arise with heart and
soul to serve the Afnan. When the intention is for God’s sake,
every service redoundeth to the Root of the Tree. Therefore,
make pure the essence of thine intention; assuredly thou shalt
be assisted to gain a mighty reward and divine good-pleasure.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB12817

And upon thee be glory, and upon every soul firm and steadfast
in God’s Covenant and Testament.
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AB07269

To: Haji Shams (Antep)

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! The eloquent and skilled
poetry which was as sweet as honey has been noted. It was

an expression of servitude and proof of sincerity of intention.

The palate was sweetened and the taste became sugary. The
utmost gratitude was attained for it proved servitude of this
servant at the Sacred Threshold.

Do not exchange servitude at His Court for sovereignty over
both worlds, and do not transform bondage at His Threshold
for lordship over both realms. What station is greater than
being under the shadow of the cloud of His mercy, and what
honor is higher than becoming the recipient of His favors? This
is a grace that no grace in creation equals, and this is a station
that no station in contingent existence matches.

In any case, much spirit and fragrance was gained from reading
the poem. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB12817

To: Haq Nazar son of Israil

O Haqg-Nazar! Give thanks to God that you have fixed your
gaze upon the Truth and turned to the Absolute Self-Sufficient.
You have caught a ray from the Sun of Reality and illumined
the night-chamber of your heart. You are engaged in the re-
membrance of God and familiar with the fragrances from the
gardens of the All-Merciful. Know the value of this bounty,
that you have attained it in such a Day.
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ABO07305

2 Therefore, in thanksgiving, arise to guide others, that you may a1 L& OIS ol P e o

be the cause of quickening souls and may bring a group of
the Israelites into the Kingdom of the love of the All-Merciful,
becoming the cause of enlightening hearts and opening the
vision of many, so that they too may receive an abundant share
of the bounty of the Lord of Hosts and be gathered beneath
the standard of the Praised One.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB07305

To: Husband of Theodora

O Thou Self-Subsisting God! We have renounced all the peo-
ples of the world and have turned unto Thee, have detached
ourselves from all else, that we may become Thy companions
and confidants. When we attained unto Thy nearness, we did
sever ourselves from kith and kin alike, desiring only to know
Thee, to praise Thee and to worship Thee.

O God, forgive our transgressions and teach us Thy divine
perfections. Burn asunder the veils before Thy Face that we
may behold Thine immaculate Beauty, that we may gain a
portion from Thine ocean of bounty and obtain a share of the
attributes of the True Friend.

O God, bring us near unto Thee and through Thy holy breaths,
make us intimate with Thee. Give sight to our eyes and hearing
to our ears. Thou art the Mighty and the Powerful and Thou
art the Bountiful, the All-Loving.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07354

ABO07791

To: Inayatullah Saidul-Mulk brother of Mubsirul-Mulk

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God in
the divine Lote-Tree!

I am filled with utmost joy at thy remembrance around the
lamp, and such is the condition of everyone who treads the path
of pure love and enters through the mighty gate of faithfulness.

And thou, give thanks unto God, thy Lord, for having enabled
thee to attain unto this friend who is the best of companions
and an excellent, faithful comrade - one who remembers thee
at the Sacred Threshold, who prays for thy success, who seeks
divine confirmation for thee, who causes the clouds of bounty
to rain upon thee, who draws forth for thee the breast of God’s
mercy, who shares with thee in every gift from among God’s
bestowals, and who has asked me to pen this letter, adorned
with the finest ornaments of love, speaking of my great affection
and profound love for thee, O thou who art truly blessed!
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AB07354

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi

O Jamshid! Become a person of maturity and find your way
to the lofty palace and take refuge in the impregnable fortress.
The true palace is the heart of the friends and the dwelling
place of the Kind Friend, and the mighty fortress is the sub-
lime shelter of the divine Faith, protected from the sword and
arrows of the opposers. Jamshid had a great kingdom, but that
crown and diadem turned to black earth and the expanse of
the palace was transformed into the confines of the grave. How-
ever, for the pure soul there is a sublime paradise - a heavenly
world. That pavilion is higher than Saturn and its breadth and
expanse is endless. Seek that, and take up the jeweled cup and
drink and share the divine wine. May your soul be happy!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07376

ABO7657

To: Khadijih mother of Siyyid Mahmud

...O Lord! That kind mother is dear - make her successful
and confirmed in Thy good-pleasure, give her to drink from
the Salsabil of bounty, let her taste from the cup of oneness,
make her intoxicated with the wine of ‘Am I not?’, exalt her
at the feast of the Abha Kingdom, and make her successful in
attaining the highest horizon.
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ABO07376

To: Kharman Hurmuzdiyar (Yazd)

O blessed Khirman! Farmers, after much toil in planting and
harvesting, gather a threshing floor, but you without effort
became yourself a threshing floor and became the blessing of
that gathering. Through the favors of the All-Merciful, my
hope is that you will become a heavenly threshing floor and a
divine blessing.

Convey my utmost kindness to La’l, and likewise deliver spir-
itual greetings to the kind mother Pari, and extend greetings
and salutations to Hurmuzd Khudabakhsh, and convey utmost
longing to Isfandiyar son of Hurmuz, and extend perfect greet-
ings to Rustam son of Bahram.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7273

AB07382

To: Khusraw Parsi

O thou who art good-natured! For some time no letter has
arrived from thee and no breeze has wafted from the garden of
thy heart and soul.

ITam in Europe and have no rest day or night, hoping that I may
draw a breath in servitude at the Sacred Threshold and take a
step on the path of self-effacement and nothingness. But alas,
how can this weak gnat soar in the heights of the eagle! Yet
since I confess to my powerlessness, the assistance and favor
of the Blessed Beauty dawns every moment like the morning,
and the power of the victory of the Kingdom of the King of
Kings becomes manifest.

That Paris which thou hadst seen has become precious, and
the lights of the Sun of Truth are shining forth. Convey to
all the friends the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings. |
have absolutely no time to write, yet despite this I write in my
own hand.
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ABO07273

To: Mashhadi Ali Haydar

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! How blessed art thou to have
become a speaker of the mention of God and a diffuser of the
fragrances of God. Thou hast grasped the hem of His most
pure robe and turned in supplication to His most glorious and
mighty threshold.

Today, after firmness in the Covenant and Testament, the
greatest of all matters is the teaching of God’s Cause. Whoso-
ever succeeds in teaching another soul becomes the cause of
that soul’s life, and that one in turn becomes the cause of an-
other’s life. This chain continues until ultimately that first
soul has become the cause of life for a multitude.

Consider what mighty effects result from the guidance of a
single soul! Therefore, blessed are those souls who arise to
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7750

teach the Cause of God. By thy life, this is indeed a great
bounty!
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AB07184

To: Mihraban Rustam et al.

O loved ones of God! Praise be to God that those pure souls
were freed from the dusty world and joined the angels of the
celestial realm, meaning they acquired heavenly attributes and
found their way to the private chamber of the All-Merciful
Lord.
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ABO07750

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

O Bashir! The Most Great Unity hath manifested Its all-
merciful effulgence, and hath made contingent existence a mir-
ror reflecting the images of the realm beyond contingency. The
realities of sanctification have shed such radiance at the pole
of creation that the center of space hath become the dawning-
place of that which is beyond space.

Therefore must one partake abundantly of this heavenly table
of the All-Forgiving Lord and say: “O my Lord! Increase my
knowledge!” Today must holy souls gallop in this arena and
become the recipients of this boundless grace, and through the
power of heavenly confirmation clothe the temple of the world
in a new garment and a wondrous robe.

Be thou not disturbed by upheavals, neither be thou sorrow-
ful or disheartened. The great bounty of the Generous Lord
embraceth all. And upon thee be glory!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07532

ABO07729

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai

O branch turned toward the Divine Tree! What joy be unto
thee for this relationship whose lights shine forth, whose oceans
surge, whose cups overflow, and whose texts are decisive!l And
thou, O noble branch and glorious twig, follow the Ultimate
Tree in its freshness and tenderness and verdancy and splen-
dor, and beseech God to make thee a brilliant sign and a radi-
ant banner in His Cause, and strive that thou mayest become
eloquent, illumined, seeing, hearing, knowing, articulate, gen-
erous, and firm in the Covenant and Testament.

Permission is granted for you and your brother to circumam-
bulate the Blessed Shrine.
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AB07532

To: Mirza Habibullah cousin of Mirza Husayn

O you who are enkindled with the fire of the love of God! When
the birds of the garden of truth burst into song and melody,
the hearing of the people of the Kingdom is stirred, and the
hearts of the denizens of Paradise are moved to ecstasy and
rapture. But to the crows and wolves, the song and anthem
of the Concourse on High is like the screech of an eagle, and
to the envious owls, the cry of the royal falcon is like a bolt of
punishment.

Observe how you have become the manifestation of such
bounty and the dawning-place of such favor - from the niche
of divine unity you have acquired the lights of the gift of the
Peerless Lord, and from the waves of the Most Great Sea you
have taken your portion. You have been guided by the light
of guidance and been made to overflow from the Kingdom of
Abha.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07379

ABO7787

To: Mirza Ibrahim (Rasht)

O thou who art illumined by the lights of the Kingdom!

> The heart of the world hath been stirred by breezes that have
wafted from the gardens of the Ancient Mystery. The hearts
of the people of Paradise have been attracted by fragrances
that have been diffused from the gardens of the bounty of the
Most Great Name. The nostrils of those endowed with un-
derstanding have been perfumed by the sweet-scented breaths
that have been wafted from the paradise of the bounty of thy
Most Bountiful Lord.

By thy life! Were the dead to drink deeply of these breezes,
the spirit of life would stir within them, and were the heart of
the solid rock to sense this attraction, it would be cleft asunder
and rivers would gush forth from it, and were these fragrances
to pass over the nostrils of one with a cold, he would inhale
them and his cold would vanish.

Therefore seek thou what thou willest of the outpourings of
thy Glorious Lord and ask thou what thou pleasest of the gifts
of thy Mighty and Praiseworthy Master.
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ABO07379

To: Mirza Khalil Tabib

O Khalil! If you seek a guide and leader in the path of God,
it was the Manifest Beauty and the Ancient Mystery and the
Luminous Star, for He was the Guide and Leader and the Glo-
rious Goal and the Ka’bah of the lovers was the countenance of
the True Beloved. That Ancient Being guided all the people of
the world to firmness in God’s Covenant and adherence to the
Testament of the Infinite Lord. Now a few immature souls have
abandoned this Covenant which is the Most Great Name, and
have clung to their own power of independent judgment and
deduction, forgetting the appointed Interpreter and Speaker.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7728

Convey my Most Glorious Greetings to the honored sons.
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AB07636

To: Mirza Naim Sidihi (Tihran)

Consider how in this garden thou hast raised a thousand thou-
sand melodies that have transported the birds of the holy gar-
dens into a state of ecstasy and rapture, and what strains thou
hast played that have caused the voice of praise to be raised
by the Unseen Herald.

Blessed art thou! Blessed the cherished breast from which thou
didst drink, and from which thou didst suckle the milk of the
love of God! Blessed the bosom wherein thou wert nurtured
and didst grow and develop through spiritual education, at-
taining maturity beneath the shade of the Divine Word and
becoming established upon the throne of wisdom!

This is naught but from the divine outpourings that have en-
compassed all things from every direction. And upon thee be
the Glory!
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ABO7728

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din)

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree!

Since in these days there has been a severe flood in Nayriz
and everything belonging to the family and dependents of His
Honor Haji Mirza Husayn, upon him be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious, has been completely destroyed and lost, and
they are in the utmost distress.

Therefore, if there are any Huquq funds in your possession,
arrange by whatever means possible to send thirty tumans to
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the family of the aforementioned gentleman and thirty tumans
to His Honor Aqa Mirza Ahmad-‘Ali who is in Nayriz.

This act will bring about the good-pleasure of the Blessed
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones.

And upon you be Glory.
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ABO07753

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din)

O Afnan of the Divine Lote-Tree! In accordance with the Di-
vine Will, since Ibrahim Effendi is among those souls who have
newly entered the Divine Law and alighted upon the shore of
the sea of oneness, their heart illumined by the lights of the
Most Great Guidance and their spirit made a garden by the
sweet fragrances of the meadows of the bounty of the Lord
of Lordship, therefore you must employ all means that would
increase his joy and delight and kindle the fire of the love of
God in his essence. You must assuredly make him well-pleased
and grateful. The spirit and glory and might and praise be
upon you and upon your descendant who is remembered in
the hearts of the people of God, and upon all the loved ones.
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ABO7781

Prayer for Forgiveness for the One Ascended to God, the Late
Mirza Ya’qub, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory of God

He is the All-Forgiving, the Most Merciful

O my Lord, the All-Forgiving! O my Master Who appeared
upon the Mount in the Sinai of Manifestation! I beseech Thee
and supplicate before the gate of Thy oneness, which Thou hast
opened unto the faces of the people of the pavilion of light, that
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Thou forgive the sins of Thy servant Ya’qub, the wronged and
oppressed one, and pardon his misdeeds and transgressions,
and immerse him in the seas of Thy mercy which surge with the
winds of forgiveness and pardon at every moment. Verily, Thou
art the Generous, the Compassionate. O Lord! His brother
Yahya hath called upon Thy servants who circle round the
throne of Thy mercy to seek forgiveness for that one who hath
ascended to the highest horizon of reunion. Therefore all are
calling upon Thee with tongues of supplication and lowliness,
and seeking forgiveness for him. Verily, Thou art the Ever-
Forgiving, the All-Merciful.
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AB07203

To: Mother of Husayn Ali

O handmaiden of God! In this Cycle, which was the ultimate
hope of sincere servants and the ultimate desire of assured
handmaidens, you have been gathered beneath the shade of
God’s all-embracing Word and have been sustained by heavenly
sustenance. You have drunk from the cup of faith and tasted
the sweetness of recognition of the Beauty of the All-Merciful.

Therefore, revive your soul with the sanctified breaths and il-
lumine your heart with boundless radiance through the lights
of unity. Be firm and steadfast in the Cause of the Ancient
Beauty and be resolute and devoted in your love for His Holi-
ness the One.

Give glad tidings to your soul and bestow delicacy upon your
heart so that you may witness the signs of grace and favor from
the Abha Kingdom. And upon you be Glory.
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AB07641

To: Mother of Mirza Isma’il (Rasht) et al.

O ye verdant and confident leaves!

Jinab-i-Agqa Muhammad Isma’il was twice blessed to attain
the Sacred Threshold, and on your behalf he also visited with
perfect supplication. Through great bounty he was enabled to
be present on the fourth day of the Feast of Sacrifice, and with
all the divine friends, in complete humility and submissiveness,
he carried a jug of flowers and from the public garden to the
Holy Shrine, turning toward that Sacred Threshold, he offered
prayers and supplications.

Therefore give thanks that he was enabled to attain such a
bounty. And upon you both, and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant, be the Glory.
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ABO07827

To: Mrs. Dealy

I love you tenderly and I knew that you are drinking deep of
the cup of afflictions. But that ever Christ, the beloved Son
of God, had been forced to drink of the cup of afflictions, but
by this way it became the cause of His power and glory. You
should feel honored to be a worthy companion to the martyrs
in God’s Cause. Great spiritual blessings were always gained
by material trials.

Think of the poverty of material wealth! The blindness of
material sight! The narrowness of only material hopelessness!
I pray for you and your family and be sure that I understand
your true work. I love you tenderly, very tenderly, and you are
always to find comfort in this thought.

BSTW#:204
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AB07484

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih

O thou who circlest in adoration about the Spot round which
circle the Concourse on high! Raise thou thy hands in gratitude
at the Threshold of the one true God, and say:

O Thou the highest aspiration of every ardent lover! O Thou
the Guide of every wandering soul! Thou hast favoured this
feeble servant with Thine infinite blessings, and led this hapless
and lowly one unto the Threshold of Thy oneness. Thou hast
lifted to these parched lips the living waters of Thy loving-
kindness and revived this weary and withered soul with the
breezes of divine mercy.

I yield Thee thanks for having bestowed upon me a full por-
tion from Thy most gracious favour and invested me with the
honour of attaining unto Thy sacred Threshold.1 1 beseech
an infinite share from the bounties of Thy Kingdom on high.
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To: Muhammad Karim Shirazi

O Lord, Lord! This is a day which Thou hast distinguished
through its felicity, blessing and honor, by the tongue of the
Beauty of Thy mercy and the explicit texts of the Manifes-
tation of Thy Self. Thou hast honored it, preferred it, and
exalted it, and made it a day of joy and gladness for those who
are illumined by the lights of the Manifestation, that through
it hearts may be gladdened and the light of happiness may
spread in hearts that remember the revelations of Thy oneness
on the most exalted Mount.

O my Lord! Make it blessed, auspicious and felicitous for Thy
loved ones who are firm in Thy Covenant, and Thy friends
who speak Thy praise, and especially for this servant who has
turned to the Kingdom of Thy mercy, who supplicates before
the Heaven of Thy oneness, who circles round the sanctuary of
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Thy grandeur, who prostrates at the threshold of the gate of
Thy bestowal. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Giving, the
Merciful.

SW_ v14403 p.082

AB07603

To: Muhammad Mihdi Muayyad

O eternal confirmer! For the confirmation of the Lord God
regarding His loved ones is eternal and everlasting, both in this
world and in the divine realm. This is why you observe that
every foundation is built upon wind except the lofty palace of
the friends of the Glorious Lord. Even in this earthly center,
consider what news there is from the divine world:

“The wine full of dregs makes us mad

If it becomes pure, I know not what it will do!”

In any case, the hosts of divine confirmation are arriving, the
armies of unity are rushing forth, and the lights of sanctity
are dawning. Be confident in the bounty of the Lord God, for
your services at the threshold of the Kind Friend have been
accepted. And the Glory be upon you.
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ABO07553

To: Muhammad Sadiq Naragi

O Thou who art the dawning place of truthfulness! Truthful-
ness and righteousness in this Day consisteth in annihilating
oneself in the ocean of selflessness, haply one may rise above
the orient of true being in the Covenant.

For the world of existence is like unto an ocean and the essence
of the Covenant is the Ark of Salvation leading to the realm
on high. Abide then, O thou sagacious friend, in this heavenly
vessel and traverse the ocean of being until it reacheth unto the
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shores of the All-Glorious Kingdom, resting on the Mountain
of the Greatest Name.

I swear by the soul exhilarating smiles of the Blessed Beauty,
may my life be a sacrifice unto His beaming smiles, that thou
shalt find the breezes of divine assistance wafting from every
side.

BENS) u\.w‘) Lg(.‘ Qjﬁlﬁ JDL«V{E’O“}‘ "S...S"
il dlr 30l sl L 0
A Bl sl & Tudl aemd

S s Wy gL Oy e

MMEK2#152 p.114

ABU2304

This wonderful age has rent asunder the veils of superstition
and has condemned the prejudices of the people of the East.
Among some of the nations of the Orient music and harmony
was not approved, but the Manifested Light (Baha'u’llah) in
this glorious age has revealed in Holy Tablets that singing and
music are the spiritual food of the hearts and souls. In this
great dispensation music is one of the arts that is highly ap-
proved and is considered to be the cause of the exaltation of
sad and despondent hearts.

Music is most important. Music is the heart’s own language.
Its vibrations uplift the spirit; it is very beautiful and a great
art.

‘Abdu’l-Baha then looked away off out of the window, His face
became illumined, and He said softly in English, “Music! Mu-
sic! As if the words brought forth divine melodies to His ears,
as if He were listening to the ‘Choir Invisible.

SW_ v15405 p.131
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AB07651

To: Ruha Asdagq

O thou illumined leaf!

A hundred thousand maidservants, who for countless years en-
gaged in divers arduous devotions, and who, with fervent long-
ing and tearful lamentation, supplicated the threshold of Di-
vine Oneness that they might live for but a moment in these
Days and perceive the merest glimmer of the Sinaitic fire, ex-
pired at last in the wilderness of separation, and, with infinite
regret, laid down their lives in love’s arena. Thou, however,
having neither expended effort, nor suffered hardship, nor expe-
rienced the fatigue of arduous devotions, hast, through purest
grace and bounty, become a recipient of this bestowal from
Him Who is the Lord of the seen and the unseen, attained
unto the Days of God, and been favoured with a boundless
outpouring of His mercy and loving-kindness.

Upon thee be the Glory of God!
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AB07408

To: Rustam Bahman et al.

O you two who have turned to God and are accepted at the
Divine Threshold! How fortunate and blessed you are that
you have come under the shadow of the bounty of the Kind
Lord and, becoming intoxicated with the wine of the grace of
the All-Merciful, you have found your way to the highway of
guidance.

You have opened seeing eyes and attentive ears, heard the an-
gel’s call, and reached the essential purpose.

Now that the Kind Lord God has opened such a door before
your faces and shown you such a highway, strive with heart
and soul to bring all your brothers beneath the shade of the
free cypress of God’s Kashmir.
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AB07456

To: Rustam Khusraw Parsi

O skilled poet, the Ridvan poem was perused. It was the
warbling of the nightingale of the love of God and the cooing
of the dove in the garden of divine knowledge. It was eloquent
and articulate, original and sweet.

Praise be to God that in this cycle of the All-Merciful, the
Parsees have won the palm of victory in the arena, have be-
come attracted to the Beloved of the horizons, illumined by
the light of dawn, and firm and steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament.

As much as thou canst, attract and enrapture the friends in this
divine garden with melodies of inner meanings and truths, and
bestow joy and delight upon the loved ones, that thou mayest
hear the cry of praise from the highest heaven and become the
manifestation of the favors of the evident Light.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO7317

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan (Shiraz)

O thou who art firm in the Covenant of the Lord God!

It has been some time since any letter was written or corre-
spondence sent. This is due to the abundance of sorrows and
endless troubles, and the onslaught of the oppressors and the
harm and injury of the unfaithful ones who give no opportu-
nity for even a word to be written. However, letters of utmost
necessity are written by whatever means possible.
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The point is that you are always in mind even if there is laxity
in correspondence. I beseech assistance and bounty from the
Beauty of Oneness that you may at all times be preserved safe
under the protection of God.

Convey my greetings to the blessed leaf, the handmaiden of
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AB07310

To: Siyyid Yahya Unsi (Palestine)

O you who are firm in the Covenant! olg , &b

According to the indications and glad tidings of the honored
ladies, God has bestowed upon you a noble son who is of utmost
beauty and grace, that is, he is second to your other one of
sacred titles. Therefore this verse should be read: “May the
evil eye be far from you, O you of wondrous beauty!” I jest
to bring joy. Name him Adib, and God willing may he be
martyred in the path of love for the Blessed Beauty.

Convey my greetings to the maidservant of God, the spiritual
leaf. And greetings, ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Convey my greetings to the maidservant of God Khanum, the
maidservant of God Hajir Khatun, and the maidservant of God
Khatun Jan, that is, to all the members of the household.
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ABO7748

To: Siyyid Yahya Unsi (Palestine)

O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Yahya: Your letter was read. Everyone
imagines that you are a Rothschild or Qarun or banker, and
that your sleeve contains a flowing treasury, your purse over-
flowing and your pocket full of gold and royal pearls. There is
a famous saying: “No harm in the wolf having a bloody mouth
though he has not torn Joseph.” God knows the truth. In any
case, be thorough in your affairs and keep them orderly and
organized. Contentment and ease are better than wealth and
trouble.

Convey most glorious greetings to the near handmaiden of God
Khanum Effendi, the wronged handmaiden of God Khanum
Ziya, and the handmaiden of God Khavar.

The draft for one hundred pounds for your claim which you
gave to Aqa Siyyid Hadi is enclosed.
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AB07301

To: Spiritual Assembly et al.

O Zoroastrian friends! Jinab-i-Surush, with full enthusiasm
and fervor, hastened to the Threshold of the All-Merciful and
at the Divine Court remembered you, mentioned your names
and delivered your message. This servant of the Threshold be-
came aware of your condition and beseeched the Refuge of the
helpless with humility and supplication that He may make the
Zoroastrians joyful and bestow upon them endless bounties.
Therefore, be happy and joyous that you have found freedom,
have been delivered from desolation, and have sought prosper-
ity. This is the time for gladness and the season for friendship
and kindness toward all peoples and nations. Behave with
heavenly attributes so that you may become manifestations of
divine mercy. May your souls be happy!
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ABO07818

To: Stirling, L. G. et al et al.

O ye who are attracted to the Beauty of the Abha! Your let-
ter was received and indicated that a new spirit of unity and
harmony had been created among those souls. This glad tid-
ing produced great joy and kindled a fresh hope that perhaps
the friends in New York might, God willing, become united
and harmonized through heavenly power. Today the most
beloved and acceptable deed before His Holiness Baha’u’llah
is the unity of the friends and concord among men, while the
most unacceptable is discord and disharmony.

Praise be to God that ye have become assisted with this Most
Great Bounty - unity and harmony - and have become the
cause of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart’s delight.

His Holiness Baha’u’llah hath said that if Religion and Faith
become the cause of difference, enmity and hatred, undoubt-
edly its non-existence is better than its existence. Consider
how much emphasis He hath placed upon love, harmony and
affection.

Upon you be the Glory of the Most Glorious!
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AB07442

To: Surush Kayqubad (Bombay)

O Surush, herald of the unseen realm and messenger of the
Abha Kingdom! This melody reaches the ear: This is the
century of the Sun of Truth and the cycle of the Ancient of
Days. Hearts are the descent of divine inspiration and spirits
are confirmed by reason and consciousness.

In this Most Great Cycle, the suckling child has the station of a
noble person, and newborn children are wise, seeing and praise-
worthy. For the Lord God has manifested Himself through His
attribute of the All-Merciful and educates humanity with ut-
most love.
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ABO07664

Neither sword nor arrow exists, nor blade nor instrument of
iron. The weapons of the divine friends are peace and reconcil-
iation, and their world-conquering sword is utterance, expres-
sion and speech.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07209

To: Tuba Afnan

O handmaiden of God! Observe how the ray of divine favors
has shone upon you and how the outpouring of grace has rained
upon you. You came into existence in the Age of Revelation
and the Century of the Manifestation on Sinai, and were gath-
ered beneath the banner of the Covenant. You have donned
the garment of certitude and wear upon your head the crown
of connection to the Blessed Tree. You are holding fast to the
hem of the Covenant of the King of the invisible and visible
realms.

Otherwise all would have been scattered dust, as if nothing had
ever existed. For the Covenant of God is the balance and the
ark of salvation - whoever enters therein is saved, and whoever
turns away from it perishes.
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AB07664

To: Vafadar father of Burzu

O Vafadar! What a blessed name thou hast, which is sweeter
than honey and sugar! I hope that this attribute may be-
come realized and established in thee. Be thou faithful, good-
natured, cheerful and truthful, that thou mayest find a dwelling
and abode in the path of the Beloved.
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ABO07663

2 Thy pure-hearted son hath found his way to this most lumi- 5 &3l ol 41 4528 b u,qufb{ 2

nous land and bowed his head at the threshold of the Lord.
He showed humility and supplication and asked for prayers.
Among other things, he sought assistance and favor for thee,
and for his deceased mother he sought pardon and forgiveness.
A son should be such a servant to his father, and a cause of fe-
licity for his parents at the Most Great and Glorious Threshold.
May thy soul be happy!
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AB07663

To: Wife of Bagqir Afnan

O radiant leaf! Praise be to God that thou hast sprung from
the divine Lote-Tree and received the mercy of the Cloud of
the Covenant, appearing in the utmost verdure and freshness
in the gardens of God. Thou art assured of the Luminary of
the horizons and art a believer in His Holiness the Herald, the
Dawning-Place of effulgence. Thou dwellest beneath the shade
of the Word of Divine Unity and art encompassed by the favors
of His Holiness, the One.

This is a bounty with which all the treasures of heaven and
earth cannot compare. Although it is not apparent now, yet ere
long this true Beloved will unveil His countenance and appear
manifest in the assemblage of the world. At that moment the
blessed leaves will utter these words: “This is that for which I
yearned!”

3 And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB07210

To: Wife of Bashir Ilahi

O handmaiden of God! Divine guidance is a precious jewel,
adorning the crown of eternal glory, brilliant, radiant and shin-
ing. Know thou its worth, for it is an ornament to the diadems
of the maidens of paradise, and to the banners of glory, and to
the verses of beauty.

Consider now how the peerless Lord hath made thee so discern-
ing that thou hast attained to such a great gift and achieved
such a supreme bounty. Thou must show such joy and glad-
ness, and seek such delight and felicity, that thy laughter of joy
and bliss may reach the Kingdom of the All-Forgiving Lord.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07464

To: Yusuf

O candle of the love of God! We beseech God that you may
shine in every gathering and in every assembly be a manifest
sign of the light of the bountiful Lord, the Pre-existent King,
and become a banner on the highway of the Most Great Name,
the living water and the pure stream of the garden of Paradise,
become a star of guidance and a luminary in the heights of
glory, become a tree of hope and a fragrant breeze from the
gardens of the Glorious Lord, open the eyes of the seekers
and attune their ears to the mysteries of the Self-Sufficient
Lord, kindle a fire in the heart of the horizons and cast a
radiance upon the easts and wests of the hearts of the people
of constancy.

These favors in the gifts of the Pre-existent Beauty are easier
than the twinkling of an eye.

And the Glory be upon you.
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ABO07650

ABO07211

To: Zivar wife of Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz (Shiraz)

O handmaiden of God, assured leaf!

> Jinab-i-Aqga Mirza Abu’l-Qasim arrived at the luminous shrine
in the white land in the utmost spirit and fragrance, and sat
like dust in complete humility and submissiveness at the holy
threshold around the blessed shrine. With utmost supplica-
tion and devotion he sought bounties for the loved ones and
beseeched forgiveness for those who have ascended. In all con-
ditions he remembered his relatives and performed pilgrimage
on their behalf.

With the utmost need and poverty we beseech the Court of
Oneness to accept his pilgrimage and we implore, for verily
He accepts intercession and turns in forgiveness to His sincere
servants. And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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AB07650

To: Afnan, Farahangiz daughter of Siyyid Muhammad

O blessed leaf! His honor, the branch of the Sacred Tree, the
Afnan of the divine Lote-Tree, is preparing to return to those
regions and is mindful of the clear verses. Therefore he desired
a gift for you, and the greatest gift in existence is the favors of
the All-Merciful Lord and the glad-tidings of the grace of the
Lord of Heaven.

> Praise be to God, the bounty and generosity of the Sovereign
of existence towards you and him is limitless, and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, with utmost supplication and entreaty, beseecheth at
every moment a manifest bounty for the Afnan of the Tree of
existence.

Convey to all those who are related to the Sacred Tree my most
wondrous and glorious greetings. And upon thee be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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ABO07662

AB07502

To: Afnan, Haji Siyyid Husayn son of Khal-i Asghar

O noble branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! When the divine
Word was inscribed and made manifest in the opening of the
Preserved Tablet and the Unfurled Scroll, all the powers of the
earth arose to erase and obliterate it. Yet that sign of oneness
grew more firmly established day by day, while all those vain
tracings were erased and disappeared.

Now give thanks to God that you were sheltered beneath that
unique Word and beneath the hem of that sign of oneness.
And since this bounty was vouchsafed, let us become the fron-
tispiece of the book of creation and the opening page of the
scroll of existence.

Praise be unto the Most Exalted Threshold, and glory be unto
the All-Merciful Presence.
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AB07662

To: Qaini, Samadiyyih daughter of Ismullah Asdaq

O fresh and pure leaf!

In this new age and wondrous century, when the bestowals
of the One Beloved are manifest and evident like the Sun of
eternity at heaven’s zenith, the handmaidens of the Supreme
Beauty must draw from the Most Great Ocean and partake
of the favors of the Most Generous Lord. They must bind
their hearts to the Ancient Beauty and establish connection
with the Abha Kingdom. They must be as luminous flames
through the fire of the love of God, and through the breezes
of divine bounty become a mercy from the All-Merciful. They
must become signs of attraction and lamps of remembrance
of the Lord of Lords. They must be lights of guidance to
the handmaidens of the earth and glad-tidings of grace to the
leaves throughout all regions.
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ABO7157

And the Spirit be upon you and upon the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful.
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AB07212

To: Khamsi, Sakinih wife of Siyyid Nasrullah (Bagiruf)

O handmaiden of God, believing leaf!

His honor Aga Siyyid Nasru’llah, like the messenger of Saba,
arrived at the center of the throne of the Most Glorious Beauty
(may my spirit be sacrificed for His resting place) and attained
the blessing of circumambulating the gathering place of the
Supreme Concourse. He bowed his head at the Sacred Thresh-
old and, with utmost humility and supplication, beseeched the
Self-Sufficient Lord for protection and assistance for all of you.

Together with this servant, he watered the Blessed Garden on
your behalf and irrigated the field of righteous deeds, and also
visited the Shrine as your representative. This will surely be
accepted.
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O my God! I beseech Thee to forgive and pardon Thy servant
who spent his days remembering Thy days. Immerse him in
the oceans of Thy mercy, shelter him in the protection of Thy
mercy, and guide him to the paradise of Thy presence, just as
Thou named him Hadi (Guide) among Thy servants.

O two sisters! You are the maidservant of God, sister and
foster-sister of that one enamored with the Beauty of Abha.
You must associate with the handmaidens of God in perfect joy
and fragrance, chastity and purity, certitude and detachment.
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ABO07339

O pure-hearted brother! That one with disheveled hair in love
with the Beloved of Abha - your brother requested an address
to you. This request was accepted, and brevity results from
the multitude of occupations and difficulties. Surely you will
excuse this. The excuse is accepted.
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ABO07219

Prayer for forgiveness on behalf of Vahbiz Bahram, Jamshid
Mihraban, Bahram Khudabakhsh, Shahriyar Hurmuzdiyar,
Baman Khusraw, Khusraw Baman, Bahram Khudarahm, Rus-
tam Ardashir, Zivar Ardashir, Kishvar Khudadad, Gawhar
Shah-Mardan, and Arshir—upon them, men and women alike,
be the glory of God, the Most Glorious.

He is.

O Thou Forgiving One! Make these servants radiant; cause
them to sing in the rose-garden of the world above; make them
musicians in the heavenly banquet; enable them to cast away
self in the arena of nearness and reunion; and suffer them to
repose in delight upon the couch of everlasting glory. Thou art
the Giver, the Bestower, the Forgiver, the Compassionate.
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AB07339

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that on
the Day of Dawning thou didst attain the honor of meeting the
Luminary of the horizons, and didst join the people of unity,
and didst distance thyself from the party of discord, and didst
remain firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament.

His honor Amin greatly praised thy attraction and enthusiasm,
saying thou art established at the threshold of servitude and
enkindled with the fire of love for His Holiness the One. This
praise, which is a divine gift, made me happy and compelled
me to write this letter, for love compels affection and causes
remembrance of the friends.
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I beseech God that thou mayest ever be engaged in mentioning
the Truth, so that thou mayest become privy to secrets and of
one heart and voice. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO7372

O Kind Lord! Be the helper of these captives of the chain of
Thy love, and be their refuge, shelter and protector. Send the
holy fragrances from the rose garden of bounty and make the
arena of hearts a garden of bestowal and a meadow of reality.

Make them detached from all else save Thee and intimate with
prayer and supplication. Make the insignificant ant a Solomon
of the glorious realm and make the poor atom a prince of the
zenith of ether. Bestow upon the drop the bounty of the sea
and grant the blade of grass the freshness and delicacy of the
green tree.

All are Thy friends and servants at Thy threshold. Bestow
favor and generosity and in this blessed day make manifest
special confirmation. Thou art the Bestower, the Kind, the
Luminous, the Brilliant.
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AB07383

O relatives of that servant of the Blessed Beauty, that captive
of the love of the Ancient Beauty, that prince of the realm of
might and sovereign of joy! He was clear-sighted, for he was
confirmed in service at the Sacred Threshold and assisted in
servitude at the Court of Oneness. He was firm and steadfast
in the Covenant and Testament of the All-Merciful, and until
his final breath and ascension he remained stable and upright
like a mountain of iron.

When his pure soul took flight to the horizon of the Kingdom,
he found rest beneath the blessed Lote-Tree and drank the
wine of love from the cup-bearer of the Concourse on High,
and tasted the honey and sugar of the divine presence.
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Therefore offer praise and thanksgiving that you are related to & cpor e 5 s Sl g de a3
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the Covenant. And the glory be upon you and upon all who
believe and are steadfast.
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AB07436

O wandering love-smitten one! Become intoxicated from the
divine cup and become unconscious and wine-worshipping from
the wine of “Am I not?”. Be wandering and love-smitten, and
be agitated and restless. Be aflame and full of fire, and be
ignited with the kindled fire. Tear apart the veil of the drowsy
ones and cast fire upon the dwelling of the frozen ones. Take a
portion from the mighty ocean and seek a share of union with
the Beloved. Raise the divine banner in the world and grant
success.

Whatever you wish, ask from the Most Glorious Beauty, and
whatever you seek, seek from that Sovereign of the Supreme
Realm, so that you may find the gates opened and the loved
ones full of victories.

And glory be upon you, O beloved!
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AB07446

O descendant of that noble one, give thanks to the Divine
Unity that you have entered beneath the blessed Tree and are
immersed in the ocean of the Covenant and wander and ob-
serve in the gardens of steadfastness and firmness. And you
are related to that holy soul whose countenance shines like the
sun from the dawning-place of the Most Glorious Horizon and
whose sanctified fame remains in the divine world forever. Fol-
low that noble one, for in both this contingent world and the
spiritual realm he lit up like a merciful lamp and drew many
souls to the divine spring and made them drink from the cup of
supreme guidance. And the Glory be upon you, O descendant
of that noble one.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ool O oS K2 (el 0T e (o
03t ol Sla o s 81,
Exo s Csf UPL) 3y Ganee Gl £
rdia el i 3 Gl LR e
el @ s 5 Ol 0 s, § s
St A Oler s el S 5 )
dle ol 5o § U 185 O s 5 AV
Sl o O 93 GEGY Olex 5 GG
L Dt sy s Sl
LSS eldl 5 by o8 Culus pla

UG

MAS9.118

116


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/360.pdf#page=431
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=100
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS9/mas9-119.html

V]

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07523

ABO07519

O thou who art supplicating unto God! Raise thy hands of
powerlessness and imploring to the threshold of the kind Lord,
and with a plaintive voice say:

O Thou Peerless One and Helper, Self-Subsisting One, Lord of
the beginning and the end! Be Thou a shelter for this captive
and a helper to this poor one. Deliver me from the prison of
nature and guide me to the court of reality. We are caught in
the bonds of water and clay and in the snare of desire. Grant
us a dwelling in the shelter of Thy favors and give us an abode
under the shade of Thy grace and bounty. Free us from the
greatest abasement in this world and the next, and make us suc-
cessful in achieving spiritual glory and nobility in both worlds.
Thou art the Powerful and the Mighty.
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AB07523

O you who hold fast to the Sure Handle! Do not tarry in this
world of scents and colors. Make your way to the sanctified
Concourse and become an intimate companion of the denizens

of the Abha Kingdom.

For the ease and comfort of this dusty, darksome world is all
constraint and contamination. The pleasures and delights of
all its affairs are but regret and hardship.

In the world of creation, if a seeing person falls into a dark pit
it proves his blindness, and if a rational person casts himself
into the abyss of passion it demonstrates his ignorance and
madness.

Therefore for all of us it is far better to spread our wings and
fly from this perilous depth, entering a world that is sancti-
fied from these dangers, so that we may find rest in that soul-
stirring atmosphere of the Ever-Living, the Omnipotent One.
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O thou that has attained the sweet fountain of recognition!

The reality of Divinity is sanctified and above any description
or depiction of the world and human condition. Rather, it
vouchsafes bounties; it radiates forth its grace. In this it is
most generous and munificent. The human realities, although
weak, deficient, transient and ephemeral, yet withal they are
worthy, they are imploring, they are beseeching. That Reality
is glory sanctified. This human reality is the embodiment of
humiliation itself. That Reality is absolute sanctity and this
one suffers from utter attachment. That is pre-existent sublim-
ity, this one exhibits utter lowliness. Thus there is need for a
connection and mediation so that its grace may be vouchsafed
and Its Light may be received. It is the reality of faith, the
spirit of faith, which becomes the cause of this connection and
the intercessor of the reception of this grace. Moreover, since
thy honor has attained to this bounty, it is my hope that thou
mayest become the manifestation of grace and divine mercy.
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O blessed leaf! That lofty branch hath ascended to the highest
heaven, that brilliant star hath risen in the celestial realm, that
morning bird hath started to sing exhilarating melodies in the
garden of God, and that noble river hath returned unto the
Most Great Ocean.

Therefore, be not sorrowful, grieved, and disconsolate, but
rather be consoled through this divine consolation. The pinna-
cle of the Kingdom is the place of gathering, and the shadow
of the loving Lord is the place of meeting. That meeting is
eternal, that gathering is everlasting, and that pleasure and
delight is perpetual.

Ere long we shall all be gathered together in that heavenly re-
treat, and shall all spread our wings in that vast world. “On
that day those who are steadfast shall rejoice while the waver-
ing shall be humbled. Some faces on that day will beam with
gladness while others will be darkened by the dust of depriva-
tion in the hearts of the affrightened.”

The glory of God rest upon thee.
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ABO07667

AB07654

O thou holy and luminous leaf! Truly, in the path of God
thou wast at all times the dawning-place of calamities and the
focus of afflictions. Thou didst drink no draught of water in
tranquillity, nor live a day without uttering a heart-consuming
sigh. No night didst thou rest on the bed of comfort, nor for
a moment didst thou taste the honey of tranquillity of heart
and peacefulness of soul.

Yet be not saddened, neither be thou sick at heart: for if placid-
ity of heart, tranquillity of spirit, and bodily repose were truly
beloved, praiseworthy and desirable, His Holiness the Prince of
Martyrs would assuredly have sought and yearned after them;
while all the Prophets and holy ones would have chosen them
for themselves. Know therefore that calamities suffered in the
path of the True One are a bounty; and contentment under
His decree is among the characteristics of the people of God.
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ABO07667

O thou who art the memorial of three holy martyred souls!
Praise be to God that throughout thy life thou hast reposed
beneath the sheltering grace of the Most Holy One, hast been
the recipient of His boundless favors, hast attained the honor of
meeting Him, hast been the object of divine bestowals, and hast
been regarded by the glances of His all-merciful eye. Therefore,
thou must become the manifestation of divine mercy and the
dawning-place of the bounty and grace of the sovereign Unity.
When they crucified Christ (may my soul be a sacrifice unto
Him), a soldier thrust his spear into His blessed side. That
holy Soul immediately offered this prayer: “O Lord! Forgive
these souls, for they know not what they do. If they knew,
they would not do it. Therefore, grant them Thy forgiveness.”
‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

God willing, permission for attaining His presence will be
granted unto you. Have patience for a while.
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ABO7735

ABO07724

To: Thomas Breakwell, in Paris

O thou lamp that burnest with the fire of the love of God!
I have perused thy recent letter and learned of thine intense
affection. There hath been kindled within my heart a love for
thee which, wert thou to become aware of it, would fill thee
with gladness and delight, such that thine own heart would
overflow with a joy whose signs shall forever endure, and thou
wouldst render thanks unto God both day and night for this
wondrous bounty.

O my friend! Strive with thy spirit, thine inmost essence, and
thy tongue, that thou mayest become a means by which the
hearts and souls of humankind might be quickened. Be thou
compassionate unto every poor one, a refuge unto every abased
one, and a physician unto every sick one; a father unto every
little one, and a son unto every grown one; a draught of limpid
water unto every thirsty one, and a heavenly feast unto every
hungry one; a guide unto every wayward one, and a shelter
unto every fearful one; an intercessor unto every sinful one,
and a source of joy unto every sorrowful one.
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Upon thee be greetings and praise. L) 5 asad)l ey
ADMS#375 DSDS.108-109
ABO7735

O thou who art guided by the light of the Kingdom! T have
learned of thy faith and assurance and steadfastness in this
straight Path. Verily I say unto thee, as Christ - glory be
unto Him - said: “Many are called but few are chosen.” Know
thou that God hath singled thee out for guidance from among
those who are called, and hath chosen thee to enter His mighty
Kingdom, and hath illumined thy face with a light that shineth
in His exalted heaven.

2 Be thou confident in the bounty of thy Lord and arise to serve
thy Lord. Be not content with the world of nature, but seek
the glory of the Kingdom, for this is the greatest gift among all
peoples. Convey my greetings to thy respected wife and give
her the glad-tidings of the bounty of her generous Lord. As
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AB07814

for coming to this blessed spot, it is forbidden now, but in the
future the desire will be fulfilled, God willing. Upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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O Pure Lord! We are all sinners, and Thou art the Forgiver.
We are all filled with faults, and Thou art the Remover of
difficulties. Record not the sins of these wrongdoers in the
Preserved Tablet, and erase them from the outstretched parch-
ment. Look not upon our worthiness and capacity - deal with
us in a manner befitting Thy merciful threshold.

Forgiveness is a glorious attribute, and pardon and overlooking
are among the greatest characteristics of that glorious Lord.
Therefore forgive the sins of these helpless ones, and pass over
the shortcomings of these wrongdoers.

The sin of this servant is the greatest of sins, and the transgres-
sion of this shelterless one is greater than a mighty mountain.
First forgive the shortcomings of this disordered one, then the
sin of every ignorant wrongdoer. Thou art the Bestower and
the Kind, and Thou art the Forgiver and the Helper.
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AB07814

The hope which Abdu’l-Baha cherishes for you is that the same
success which has attended your efforts in America may crown
your endeavors in other parts of the world, that through you
the fame of the Cause of God may be diffused throughout the
East and the West and the advent of the Kingdom of the Lord
of Hosts be proclaimed in all the five continents of the globe.

Thus far ye have been untiring in your labors. Let your exer-
tions, henceforth, increase a thousandfold. Summon the people
in these countries, capitals, islands, assemblies and churches to
enter the Abha Kingdom. The scope of your exertions must
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AB07821

needs be extended. The wider its range, the more striking will
be the evidences of Divine assistance.

Oh! that I could travel, even though on foot and in the utmost
poverty, to these regions and, raising the call of Ya Baha'u’l-
Abha in cities, villages, mountains, deserts and oceans, pro-
mote the Divine teachings! This, alas, I cannot do! How in-
tensely I deplore it! Please God, ye may achieve it.

WOB.078x

AB07821

But regarding teaching the Truth: One must teach with wis-
dom, amiability, good-naturedness and kindness. And should
anyone circumscribe conditions (for teaching the Truth) it will
become rare.

But concerning the established (organized assemblies), alto-
gether outside conversation must not be introduced therein.
Nay, rather, conversation must be confined to the reading of
verses, the perusing of Words and affairs which pertain to the
Cause of God, such as explaining proofs and evidences, deliver-
ing clear and irrefutable arguments and announcing the signs
of the Beloved of the creatures.

Those souls who are in that assembly before their entrance
therein must be adorned with utmost purity, turn their faces
toward the Kingdom of ABHa and enter with infinite humility
and meekness, and when someone reads Tablets they must be
silent and attentive. Should anyone desire to speak, he must
do it with the utmost courtesy and with perfect eloquence and
fluency by the consent and permission of the people of the
assembly.

Upon thee be greeting and praise!

SW__v024#06 p.005-006
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AB07824

AB07822

Thy letter was received. On account of the death of thy father
and brother the utmost sorrow and regret was produced. How
unfortunate it is that that young man was killed instantly by
the sudden shock! But his spirit flew from this world into
the world beyond and the spirit of thy father soared toward
the heavenly realm. Be thou not sad or unhappy for these
two heavenly birds flew toward the rose-garden of eternity and
attained to the infinite immensity of the Kingdom. Although
those two lamps were extinguished in the earthly glass yet they
became the enkindled lamps in the everlasting lamp of the
Kingdom. At this moment they are in the utmost state of
joy and happiness and so they shall be throughout all eternity.
Consequently do thou not grieve nor be thou dispirited.

Convey my longing greeting to all the friends of God.
Upon thee be greeting and praise!

SW_vO7#19 p.192

AB07824

O thou spiritual leaf, verdant and fresh through the downpour
of the Kingdom of God!

Verily I implore at the Threshold of God, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful - to illumine thy heart with the lights emanating from the
height of the Kingdom, to cause thy tongue to speak the praise
of the Living, Self-subsistent, Eternal Lord, and to suffer thee
to become a shining light with the rays of Knowledge so that
thou mayst enlighten those vast cities and great states.

Verily, verily I say unto thee, the Covenant of God and His
Testament is the lamp with world-illuminating rays and from
the Supreme Concourse it enlightens the horizons of the earth
and heaven. Whosoever stations himself in front of this divine
light his face will become illumined with the Manifest Glory,
his speech will become effective in the hearts and spirits and
God shall reinforce him with a power which penetrates through
the realities of all things. Upon thee be Bahal

DAS.1913-07-18, SW_ v084#16 p.218x, ABIE.083, BLO__PN#007, BSTW#105,
BSTW#123c
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AB07828

Today there is no greater service to the Kingdom of God than
endeavor in uniting the friends and the maid-servants of the
Merciful One. By all means strive to lay the foundation of love
and harmony among all. Should the friends of God and the
maid-servants of the Merciful One unite as they should, they
will receive the Heavenly Confirmations as successive as spring
rain. They may be so united as to surprise the people, even
themselves.

If they do not attain this unity and harmony, they shall eventu-
ally meet with manifest loss; confirmations and strength shall
cease. This is the fact and truth of the condition.

BSTW#504ax

AB07831

O thou servant of His Highness the Friend!

Strive thy utmost that in the center of the world thou mayst be-
come the sign of the Merciful and beneath the protection of the
Almighty thou mayst become the manifest ensign. Mayst thou
prepare thy sustenance for the spiritual world in this mortal
life and from the hand of the cup-bearer of Providence mayst
thou drink the overflowing goblet of Favor!

Rend thou asunder the garment of patience and clothe thyself
with the garment of joy and happiness. Become thou so light
and etherial that thou mayst soar in the pure atmosphere and
become the token of the essence of essences.

DAS.1913-10-20
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Although the life of the creature is called life, in reality, com-
pared to the life of the children (of the Kingdom) it is not life;
on the contrary it is death.

For instance, a mineral substance contains life, but this life
compared to the life of the vegetable is death; in like manner
the life of the vegetable compared to the life of an animal is
death; in like manner the life of human beings compared to the
life of the children of the Kingdom is death. As his majesty
Christ said: “Let the dead bury their dead, because he who
is born of the flesh is flesh and he who is born of the spirit is
spirit.”

Therefore, it is evident that life (in its true sense) is the life of
the spirit and that life is the love of God, divine inspiration,
spiritual joys and glad tidings of God. Seek, O servant of God,
this life until day and night you remain in limitless joy.

SW_v07#16 p.150

ABO07838

A few souls, unaware of the power latent in human endeavor,
consider this matter as highly impracticable, nay even beyond
the scope of man’s utmost efforts. Such is not the case, how-
ever. On the contrary, thanks to the unfailing grace of God,
the loving-kindness of His favored ones, the unrivaled endeav-
ors of wise and capable souls, and the thoughts and ideas of
the peerless leaders of this age, nothing whatsoever can be re-
garded as unattainable.

Endeavor, ceaseless endeavor, is required. Nothing short of
an indomitable determination can possibly achieve it. Many a
cause which past ages have regarded as purely visionary, yet
in this day has become most easy and practicable.

Why should this most great and lofty Cause — the day-star of
the firmament of true civilization and the cause of the glory, the
advancement, the well-being and the success of all humanity —
be regarded as impossible of achievement? Surely the day will
come when its beauteous light shall shed illumination upon the
assemblage of man.

WOB.038x
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AB12040

AB07842

You have expressed joy at the freedom of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. This
happiness came from thy great love. There is no doubt that
the friends have become joyful on account of the liberation of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. But I was thankful for this prison in the path
of God and the lack of liberty was very pleasing to me, for
those days were passed in the path of the love of God with the
utmost difficulty and trials, bearing fruits and results.

Unless one accept suffering, undergo trials and endure vicis-
situdes he will reap no reward nor will he attain success and
prosperity. Therefore, thou must likewise endure great tests so
that the infinite divine outpourings may encircle thee and that
thou mayest be assisted in spreading the fragrances of God.

Behold the apostles of His Highness, Christ! They accepted
all trials and persecutions and received all kinds of oppression
and trouble until they became assisted by great bestowals and
confirmed in the guidance of the people.

SW_ v084#19 p.240x

AB12040

Likewise, when the regiments of an army and the members of
a legion stand together and are connected with one another,
mighty victories will be won. However, if they gather together
one day and disperse the next, no results will be produced.

Therefore, as ye are a heavenly host and have become the army
of life, ye must remain firm and unshakeable in unity, stead-
fastness, and concord, that ye may win spiritual victories.

With tearful eyes, I supplicate at the Divine Threshold that
ye may be confirmed in steadfastness and constancy and may
become the cause of the guidance of the people of that land.

BRL__ATE#083
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AB12533

AB12528

O distinguished person! People are weak and deceitful, helpless
and crafty. They must be held through fear and hope - that is,
no soul should despair of forgiveness for mistakes, yet should
fear committing sin and rebellion, so that if they fall short they
may have hope of forgiveness, and if thoughts of corruption
and sedition cross their minds they may fear being called to
account.

Show kindness to friends, and strive as much as possible to
make enemies repent and become friends, that strangers may
become companions and foreigners familiar ones.

Praise be to God that what was clearly foretold two years ago
has become evident and manifest. Now is the time for kindness
and compassion, and for firmness and steadfastness in justice
and fairness toward humankind.
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AB12533

O thou who hast praised God for His glorious bounty and
rendered thanks unto Him for His mighty generosity!

Thy brilliant epistle, thy luminous composition, I have perused
with care; and I found it to be scattered pearls—mnay rather,
ordered jewels—at whose delicacy minds are bewildered and
by whose contemplation souls are gladdened. How wondrous
it is, how eloquent, how sweet! For these were choice pearls
cast forth by the waves of the ocean of the love of God. Glad
tidings, then, be unto thee for this.

As to what thou didst request concerning the continued stay of
His Honour the teacher in those regions: I assure thee that his
separation is only for a time. Thereafter he shall return unto
you, residing in your quarter and established in your land. This
separation is a necessary matter; thou shalt come to know its
results and its wisdom. At that time thou shalt say: “This
was naught but the pure bounty of God.” And upon thee be
greeting and praise.
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ABU2241

ABU2237

Azmi Dede, head of the Mevlevi order in Istanbul, was one of
the ulama and Khedive Isma’il Pasha befriended him and took
him to Egypt. One night he held a gathering where some of the
friends including Haji Niyaz were present, and he asked them
what news they had from Akka. They said that Baha'u’llah
was imprisoned there. He asked if it was possible for anyone
to attain His presence. They said yes, but with great diffi-
culty. Then he thought for about half an hour and raised his
head saying, “I and those like me claim to be manifestations
of truth, but it must be said truthfully that Baha'u’llah is the
true Manifestation.”

(“Dede” in Persian and Turkish means elder and leader of
dervishes.)
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ABU2241

A king once told his minister that eggplant was reported to be
bad for one’s health.

The minister said, ‘Yes, it causes melancholy and is harmful
to one’s liver and nervous system.

After some time the king said to the minister, ‘I ate some
eggplant, and it was very delicious.

The minister responded, ‘Yes, your majesty. It is indeed very
good and has many beneficial effects.

The king said, ‘Was it not you who, not long ago, said bad
things about eggplant?’

The minister answered, ‘Yes, it was I. I happen to be your
servant and not the servant of an eggplant.’

STAB#158
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AB08423

ABU2292

No one can ever imagine even faintly how we were surrounded
from all sides by test and trials in the nascent stage of the
Cause. When we were exiled from Persia, outwardly the means
of happiness were completely lacking; we did not have even our
daily necessities. Notwithstanding all this whenever I think of
this time my heart is filled with exultation.

For eleven years we lived in Baghdad. The heat of that place
was very intense, yet we were most happy, because we were as-
sisted in serving at the Holy Threshold. One cannot experience
a greater amount of heat than in Baghdad; at that time the
summers were unbearable. We were strangers and penniless,
yet our joy was supreme. The trip from Teheran to Baghdad
and the days spent in Baghdad in the presence of the Blessed
Perfection are very vivid in my memory and shall never be for-
gotten. Those days were overflowing with joy and fragrance.

SW_ v084#13 p.164-165

AB08423

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Haifa

O my sister in the spirit, and the companion of my heart!

God willing, the climate of Haifa hath proved favourable. 1
hope that out of the bounties of the Ancient Beauty thou wilt
gain a measure of peace and health.

I bring thee to mind both night and day. Just recently I had
hoped to come to Haifa to visit thee, but various problems and
the pressure of work have left me no time; for I want to see
the travellers off, and every one of them presented a long list
of names. God be thanked, I have written to them all....

Kiss the fresh flower of the garden of sweetness, Shoghi Effendi,
and give my greetings to Hajar Khatun.

BHK  2419x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

ale ) 3242 5 e )l GRAL L
J"A’J‘J aJATd}\JA 4‘:\)\9\.«53“4?6\)5} uT
.nf antb >y
&@\SF\WM@%}JJJM
W fly o o L& Ous a2 )
Gl L ol Cao p sl 5 Jolie
S S gl aly palse
"'f"’é

Al s Ly ol 353 Coe Bl £
NE PP CPINY P8

BHKP_ 2#19x, PPRP.025x

129

1

9


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_8/Issue_13
https://reference.bahai.org/en/t/bwc/BK/
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/BHKP_2.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/74.pdf

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07857

ABU2424

Nearly half a century later, ‘Abdu’l-Baha recounted the mov-
ing story of the aged master-builder of Kashan:

He made his home in a cave outside the city, and he obtained
a tray in which he displayed a few inexpensive rings, thimbles
and pins. With these wares he walked the streets from morn till
noon. His earnings varied from twenty to thirty copper pieces
a day. His best days brought him up to forty pieces. Then he
would go back to his cave-home to eat his meagre meals and
to praise and magnify the Name of his Lord. He was always
contented and thankful. Thus would he intone: ‘Praise be
to God that I have attained to this supreme bounty. Friends
I left behind, and in this cave I found a dwelling. I became
enamoured of the Divine Visage. What blessing is greater than
this?’

PTF.196, STAB#025

ABO7857

To: Muinul-islam, in Abhar

My God, my God! This is Thy servant whose breast hath been
dilated by the fragrances of Thy holiness and whose heart hath
been attracted by the successive verses sent down from the
kingdom of Thy sanctity.

O Lord! Let him taste the sweetness of Thy confirmation and
intoxicate him with the choice wine of Thy bounty. Illumine
his sight through beholding the effulgence of the lamp of Thy
guidance, and make his heart a garden from among the gardens
of Thy oneness, adorned with the sweet herbs of divine realities
and meanings, speaking forth Thy praise.

Make his essence a pool from among the pools of Thy sanctifi-
cation, overflowing with the waters of Thy praise and thanks-
giving.

O Lord! He hath turned his face toward Thy merciful counte-
nance - fulfill his hopes through Thy generosity, bounty and
mercy. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Com-
passionate, the Forgiving.
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ABO08116

AB07922

To: Mirza Aqga Tihrani, in Anzali

O servant of God! Tihran is the homeland of the compassionate
Beloved and the abode of that Light of the realms of the Place-
less. Thou too hast been planted by the hand of celestial power
in that same garden and been nurtured by the gentle breezes
and pleasing waters of that luminous land. Wherefore, even
as outwardly thou art from the homeland of that resplendent
Light, it is my hope that also inwardly thou mayest become a
denizen of the heavenly Kingdom of that shining Orb.

If thou art debarred from the public baths, praised be God, for
thou art immersed instead in that wellspring of cool water that
is “to wash with and to drink”, and art indeed a sorely tried
and true believer in the path of the Blessed Beauty. Upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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ABO08116

To: Aqa Mirza Abdu’l-Vahhab, in Ardistan

O thou the scion of that embodiment of the spirit! Follow
thy loving father, walk in the traces of that servant of God.
Become detached from this world. Attach thy heart to the
Well-Beloved, seek thou the good pleasure of God and be not
harassed from the decrees of the divine in this transient exis-
tence.

All that thou seest will pass away and all that thou dost witness
will disappear. The only thing that endures is the knowledge of
God and servitude of the Merciful One, for in that lies eternal
light, everlasting happiness and spiritual joy. This is what
remains, all else is transient.
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ABO07995

ABO08254

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku

O thou my companion! I sent thee a letter written in mine own
hand, which assuredly hath by now arrived. Since telegrams
from here cannot be received in the Caucasus, the letter was
sent care of the friends.

Now I am writing again to say that thou art permitted to
come hither, and we are awaiting thine arrival. Dr. Diya,
accompanied by the handmaid of God Zinat, arrived here two
weeks ago and await thy coming.

Advise all the friends that no one should ever utter any deroga-
tory word with regard to the new faction, all should preserve
silence. This is extremely important.

Upon thee rest the Glory of God. Deliver a most wondrous
Abha greeting to the handmaid of God, Fatimih Khanum.

BRL__ATE#010, MAAN#27
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AB07995

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! At all times thou hast
been and art abiding beneath the sheltering grace of the An-
cient Beauty. We beseech God that divine assistance and
bounty may ever encompass thee. Were it not for the nu-
merous afflictions that beset ‘Abdu’l-Baha, He would write
thee a letter every day. But now He supplicates at the Sacred
Threshold that those brothers may be assisted and confirmed in
all things. The kindred who circumambulate the Holy Shrine
are, with perfect servitude, purity of intent, evanescence, self-
effacement, trustworthiness and faithfulness, abiding beneath
the shadow of the Covenant.
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ABO08132

AB08273

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O Nasru’llah! As you indicated, 1 wrote a detailed letter to
Aga Musa, but its expressions flowed from the truth of my
heart with such glad tidings as to bring pure souls into a state
of joy and ecstasy. We beseech from the prior mercy of the
Divine Unity that He raise up souls in those regions who, like
a brilliant star and radiant planet, will illuminate the horizons
- and this is not difficult for God to accomplish. Convey true
divine greetings to all the friends and loved ones of God. And
may the Glory be upon you and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB08132
To: Shaykh Ahmad Yazdi, in Batum
O thou who art enraptured by the Divine Beauty! Sl dls gl

Fach soul hath some desire in mind and longing in heart. One
yeareth for a radiant face and flowing tresses, while another
craveth sovereignty in the world. One is captive to leadership,
another enamored of commerce and wealth. One is master of
invention and craft, while another is commander of armies and
claimeth valor.

Be thou free of all these fetters and stand aloof from every
bond. If thou hast a desire, seek union with the Eternal Beauty
in the Divine Kingdom, and if thou hast a longing, yearn for
the everlasting realm and drink from the Kawthar of inner
meanings.
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ABO07904

AB12562

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Beirut

O thou who art confirmed and established! I hope that through
the grace and bounty of the Mystery of Existence thou mayest
be preserved and protected beneath the sheltering care of the
Most Merciful, the Compassionate. Regarding the teaching
and guidance of certain souls in the Holy Shrines, another per-
son has been appointed. It is not advisable for you to go.
Communicate from Baghdad to Iran. You have already visited
the Holy Shrines before, therefore there is no need to repeat it.
And if you do go to the Shrines, do not meet with the clergy at
all. Wisdom and caution necessitate this. You have no prior
acquaintance with them in any case.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB07904

To: Bamis Mihraban, in Bombay

O Bamas Mihraban! The Lord hath opened wide the gates
of His forgiveness and bestoweth His bounty and benevolence
upon the world of creation. Therefore hath the skirt of ev-
ery fortunate one been filled with pearls and gems, and the
pocket of every noble soul enriched with an unfailing treasure.
What a pity, nay a hundred pities, that the mindless have
deprived themselves, and the thoughtless rendered themselves
bereft and forsaken. Open thy tongue in counsel and say: O
ye helpless ones! Count this time as a prize and this bounty as
a gift from His Holiness the One. May thy soul be illumined!
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ABO08030

AB07989

To: Hurmuzdyar, in Bombay

O Provider Lord! Hormozdiar seeks forgiveness for his father
and pardon for his mother.

Though we are sinners and evildoers, drowned in rebellion and
fallen into oppression and transgression, yet we are helpless and
wandering, with hearts torn into a hundred pieces. We offer
prayers and present our needs, seeking pardon and forgiveness,
grace and mercy. We are worthy of forgiveness and deserving
of favor and pardon.

O Kind Lord! Make those two ashamed servants blessed and
make them abide eternally in the everlasting world. Thou art
the Merciful, the Compassionate, and Thou art the Kind, the
Clement, the All-Bountiful.
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AB08030

To: Jamshid, in Bombay

O Jamshid! When you go to the land of Iran, awaken the
Parsees and cry out: “O friends! For over a thousand years
you have yearned for the vision of the Glorious One, and now
that the Sun has appeared from the dawning-place of hope
with its countenance manifest, why do you remain asleep and
are not stirred, and why do you dwell in the corner of silence?
Awake! Be vigilant! And in the arena of consciousness, spur
on the steed of culture at full gallop, that you may become
celestial knights of the wilderness. Open your eyes and ears
that you may behold the rays of the Sun of the eternal world.”
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ABO07940

ABO08079

To: Kazirani, Haji Ahmad son of Haji Muhammad Salih et al., in Bombay

O ye two souls who are at rest! In this Day of testing ye
have shone forth like pure gold from the fire of trials, and have
gleamed like a rising star and a brilliant luminary from the
horizon of the love of God.

This is the time of radiance and the moment to be set ablaze
with love for the Luminary of the horizons. The days are pass-
ing swiftly, and life is ever in peril. Therefore, seize the time as
a precious opportunity and hasten day and night to establish
the foundations of truth.

The world is heedless - be ye aware. All are asleep - be ye
wakeful. All are stupefied - be ye conscious. All are veiled -
rend ye the veils asunder.
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AB07940

To: Mihraban Bihjat, in Bombay

O servant of Baha! That the power of the peerless Lord might
become manifest and evident from the world beyond likeness
and limitation, the Almighty God raised high the pavilion of
His dominion in the midst of the world and summoned all
peoples.

Then the mightiest powers of the world arose to overthrow
this tabernacle, yet through heavenly might its central pole
grew loftier day by day and its expanse grew ever wider, until
nations both familiar and foreign, both lowly and wise, entered
beneath its shade in multitudes.

3 Such is divine power. And upon thee be glory.
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ABO07943

ABO08103

To: Rustam Khudadad, in Bombay

O Rustam! Tahmatan possessed the strength of lions and the
might of angels. Therefore he conquered the earthly realm and
became a world-conqueror and valiant hero.

Today thou who art reposing beneath the shade of the celes-
tial Tree, who hast discovered the divine garden and heavenly
rose-garden, who hast entered beneath the protection of the
true King and art counted among the heavenly hosts - strive
thou and make an effort that thou mayest show forth might in
the arena of divine knowledge, rout the wavering ranks, and
manifest the power of steadfastness in the Covenant.
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AB07943

To: Ali Muhammad Shirazi, in Bushihr

O steadfast servant of God! Your letter written to Aqga Siyyid
Asadu’llah was noted. Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah has gone teach-
ing. Be confident in the special favors of God and do not be
saddened by occurring events. However, holding meetings is
not obligatory - the purpose is to serve the Cause of God, and
this is better achieved through goodly conduct, kindly associ-
ation, sweet speech and true kindliness. And if the friends do
hold meetings, they must be very discreet and hidden so that
no commotion arises, for the people are weak and we must be
forbearing.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08093

AB08469

To: Miss Meadowcroft, in Chicago

O thou who art advancing towards God!

Inasmuch as the attracted maid-servant of God, Mrs. Cochran,
hath guided thee unto this great Cause, do thou listen to her
and accept from her whatever name with which she may name
thee; for, verily, her right is great upon thee, and she is kind
unto thee for having guided thee unto the Light of Guidance.

Send My abundant greeting to the attracted maid-servant of
God, Mrs. Cochran. Verily, I beg of God to strengthen her
with the Fragrances of Holiness at all times.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.

BSTW#076

ABO08093

To: Baha’is of Dahaj

...My Lord, my Hope, and the Ultimate Goal of my desires!
These are servants who have taken refuge in Thy mighty shelter
and have sought Thy lofty protection. They have supplicated
to Thy great Kingdom and have beseeched Thy glorious Do-
minion, humbling themselves at the threshold of Thy Oneness,
imploring at the court of Thy holy Divinity, beseeching Thy
mercy, seeking from Thy bountiful favors that Thou mayest
answer their prayers and hearken to their call. Do Thou ex-
pand their breasts through the verses of Thy unity, illuminate
their sight with the witnessing of the lights of Thy divine single-
ness, delight their ears with the hearing of Thy words, quicken
their hearts with Thy sweet fragrances, and comfort their spir-
its through the descent of the waters of Thy manifestation. O
Thou Who didst manifest Thyself on Sinai, Who sendeth down
the pure water, Who unfoldeth the written scroll! Verily, Thou
art the Bestower, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08443

AB11779

To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Faran

O Mardiyyih! In the blessed verse “Return thou content, well-
pleasing, and enter thou among My servants and enter thou My
paradise” - some maintain that “among My servants” means
[...], but those who understand inner meanings and truths
maintain that “among My servants” means “into the hearts
of My servants.” That is, act and conduct yourself in such a
way that you may enter into hearts, and when you have entered
into hearts you will attain the paradise of the divine presence.

“Neither My earth nor My heaven can contain Me, but the
heart of My believing servant can contain Me” - meaning “thy
heart is My dwelling place: sanctify it for My descent.” Since
the heart is the place where truth is revealed, it is the paradise
of the divine presence.
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AB08443

To: Ali Akbar, in Gangjih

O my loving companion!

Praise be unto the Divine Unity that thou hast become a ser-
vant at the Threshold of Divinity. Being encompassed by His
manifest bounties and the light of His grace shining upon thee,
thou hast become a manifestation of divine guidance. There-
fore, it beseemeth thee to render thy thanks by day and by
night at the Divine Threshold.

Behold what a grace and what a bounty this is, that He trans-
formeth dust into pure light, leadeth a drop to the ocean,
guideth the thirsty to the fountain of life, and directeth the
broken-winged bird to the nest of the Supreme Concourse.
Praise be unto God! Thanks be unto God!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08256

AB07992

To: Rida Quli Sultan Sarvarush-Shuhada, in Hamadan

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy flowing verses,
which were like the spring rain, descended upon this sacred soil.
Although they were the epitome of eloquence and rhetoric, they
were all praise, tribute, glorification and salutation. However,
what brings comfort to my soul and gladness to my conscience
is the expression of my servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

Therefore, O nightingale of a thousand melodies, raise thy
voice in this garden of servitude, that it may bring joy and
gladness, and bestow delight and felicity, and like a musk-
laden breeze, may breathe new life into the nostrils of this
grief-stricken one.

And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB08256

To: Yuhanna Hafizi, in Hamadan

O Mirza Yuhanna! This name is derived from “life”, but life
is of two kinds: physical and spiritual. The first belongs to
the realm of vain imaginings and is like the waves of a mirage,
while the second is the outpouring of the clouds and is like a
sweet and flowing sea. That one is a passing shadow, and this
one a shining star. Therefore, strive as much as you can to
be bound to this life and be free from thoughts of the other.
Imagine that you stepped into this world a hundred years ago
- you will find release from every bond.

And may the Glory be upon you. Convey my most glorious
and most beauteous greetings to your wife.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08270

ABO08190

To: Bilqays daughter of Muhammad Rida, in Isfahan

O blessed maidservant of Baha’u’llah! The ancient Balgis pos-
sessed a throne and crown of beautiful gold and precious stones,
yet in the end these too were scattered to the winds, for they
were of dust and to dust returned.

But strive thou to place upon thy head a crown scintillating
with the gems of the Abha Kingdom and to sit upon a throne
in the heights of the ether. And that is the power of utterance -
that thou shouldst open thy tongue and voice, teach the Cause
of God, and speak with such eloquence that all women will be
amazed, wondering what grace and perfection this is. Truly,
she is a maidservant of Baha'u’llah.
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ABO08270

To: Mirza Sadiq (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

O blessed son of that illustrious martyr! For some time no
letter has been received from you. Now your heart’s hope
and petition has been fulfilled as it should be in this mighty
tempest, that these days might correspond to the land of Taff

[Karbila], for in that time too such a petition was fulfilled.

Therefore give thanks unto God, thy Lord, for having enabled
thee to attain thy desire and for having bestowed upon thee
His bountiful gifts and ordained for thee an exalted station in
the Kingdom of Heaven. Verily He is unto thee most kind and
generous, and thou art indeed, in Our sight, trustworthy and
steadfast.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11956

ABO08255

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Isfahan

O heavenly Mu’ayyad! Praise be to the Lord, whose confirma-
tion is everlasting and whose bounty is eternal.

Like a unique pearl within the shell of grace, He nurtures His
confirmed servant and strengthens him in the Most Glorious
Paradise.

Observe His power, how through the light of the East He dis-
pels the darkness of the West, and through the outpourings of
the South He waters the fields of the North. He wafts the sweet
fragrance from the rose-garden of the East to the nostrils of
the people of the West, and plays the melody of the Concourse
on High to the ears of those below. He makes the song of the
nightingale of faithfulness into a melody of the Abha Kingdom,
and renders the cooing of the holy dove as that which stirs the
Supreme Concourse.

1 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11956

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishqabad

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What praise today is
greater than this title, and what eulogy is more wondrous than
this praise? The Temples of Divine Unity today yearn for this
station, and the Essences of Sanctity long for this rank. Praise
be to God that thou art seated upon the throne of this station
and art established upon the seat of this rank.

Therefore, establish the throne of spiritual sovereignty and rule
with utmost glory and dignity. By the life of God! Indeed
firmness and steadfastness is a sovereign that surpasses the
sovereignty of the world and the glory of the kings of old and

of latter times. And praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABI12551

AB12550

To: Aqa Hasan son of Iman (Zanjan), in Ishqabad

O son of Iman and scion of certitude! Since thou art born
of faith and art descended from the lineage of certitude, take
refuge in the protection and shelter of the Abha Beauty that
thou mayest remain safe and secure from the arrows of the
malevolent ones and preserved and guarded from the spears of
the oppressors.

Turn thy face toward the Abha Kingdom, seek to grasp the
hem of His grandeur, find thy dwelling and shelter beneath
the Sadratu’l-Muntaha, and partake of the fruit of the tree of
fellowship, that thou mayest live in perfect contentment in this
narrow mortal world and, after thy spirit’s ascension, attain
unto life everlasting in the eternal realm.
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AB12551

To: Aqa Hasan son of Iman (Zanjan), in Ishqabad

O thou who art the remembrance of that honored leaf and the
remembrance of Aqa Siyyid Ashraf, that martyr in the path of
God!

Think not that thou art forgotten. Though thou mayest not
have been mentioned by tongue or pen, yet in the world of
heart and soul thou art renowned and remembered, for thou
art the remembrance of two noble souls and the survivor of
two luminous orbs in the horizon of lights.

In the Abha Kingdom, at the threshold of holiness, thou art
mentioned, and among the Concourse of the near ones thou
art renowned. What grief remaineth then?

Glad-tidings be unto thee! Again, glad-tidings be unto thee!
Blessed art thou! Again, blessed art thou! And verily thou art
on the straight path.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07916

AB08168

To: Fatimih wife of Siyyid Bagir, in Ishqabad

O companion and consort of the martyr! That embodied spirit
and manifest light chose thee from among the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful to be a partner in life and a sharer in sal-
vation. Now he hath gained an abundant portion of eternal
life and received a gracious recompense from the favors of the
All-Forgiving Lord. And surely he will grant thee a share as
well, for “the earth shall have a portion from the cup of the
noble ones.” Therefore be grateful and content, be joyous and
delighted, for thou art related to that noble soul and hast ac-
quired boundless grace.
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AB07916

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdag, in Ishqabad

O servant of God! At this moment a group of friends are
present, including travelers from the land of Qaf, the honored
Hakim-i-Ilahi and others, forming an assembly, and I am en-
gaged in answering your letter. Consider in what moment and
what gathering I am occupied with your remembrance.

This is naught but a sign of the favors of the Abha Beauty.
Therefore be grateful that you are distinguished by such a gift
and are successful in attaining such a bounty. This is the
greatest of favors, and whatever is the desire of heart and soul
will, God willing, be made possible through His help and grace.

3 And may glory be upon all who are firm in God’s Covenant.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11972

ABO8177

To: Kharu’'n-Nisa’ mother of Ustad Haji, in Ishqabad

O handmaiden of the glorious Lord! The mighty one of Egypt
knew nothing of the beauty of Joseph, the All-Merciful. Praise
be to God that thou, like Zulaykha, became enraptured by the
countenance of that peerless Beloved and with thy whole being
became an ardent admirer of that incomparable Friend. Thou
didst detach thyself from kith and kin, didst close thine eyes
to the reproaches of the accusers, didst rend thy garment in
thy love for the All-Merciful Beauty, and didst tear thy collar
in thy devotion to that pure Soul. How well was it said:

“The wise who glean the field know naught of Layli’s secret;

This grace belongs alone to Majnun who burns the harvest.”

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

Widtﬁj\/“lf.}:f :))‘}35 !
Ol ol O 5 A 5y s Gl
O Sl ol 5 328 & s O )
N 38 A s sasS b sl
i J“j_gj Lév\ri}; ffl@; oY ol
O O i 045 5 s Bl Jls

o S S

) Gmats O30l @S S e
e

L) dsmip A 052 e S CalS )
S e e

MSHRA4.134

AB11972

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Quli, in Ishqabad

O thou who hast drunk the choice wine of grace from the el-
egant chalice! By thy life, O thou who art consumed with
longing in the desert of separation and whose heart and ribs
are set aflame by the fire of the love of God!

I cease not to remember thee in the gatherings of hearts and
sanctuaries of the spirit, and I implore God to assist thee
through the fragrances wafting from the gardens of hearts and
souls, and to make thee a resplendent sign of His love in the
horizon of glory and a perfect word bearing witness to Him
Who spoke on Sinai in this Day of Manifestation on the Mount
of Joy.

And glory be upon thee and upon every praising and grateful
one before the Lord, the Mighty, the Forgiving.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07926

ABO07850

To: Mother of Muhammad Ibrahim Akhavan Safa et al., in Ishqabad

‘Ishqabad. O brothers: Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Ibrahim,
Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Karim, Jinab-i-Aqa Muhammad Taqi,
and Jinab-i-Aqa ‘Abdu’l-Wahhab, upon them be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious.

A prayer for forgiveness for the handmaiden of God, the mother
of Agqa Muhammad Ibrahim.

O my God, O Forgiver of sins and Dispeller of afflictions! O
Thou Who art the Pardoner, the Merciful!
pliant hands to Thee, tearfully beseeching the court of Thy
divine Essence to forgive, through Thy grace and clemency,
Thy handmaiden who hath ascended unto the seat of truth.
Cause her, O Lord, to be overshadowed by the clouds of Thy
bounty and favour, immerse her in the ocean of Thy forgive-
ness and pardon, and enable her to enter that sanctified abode,
Thy heavenly Paradise.

I raise my sup-

Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the Compassionate, the Generous,
the Merciful.
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AB07926

To: Muhammad Ali Tabrizi, in Ishqabad

O thou servant of God! Though thou art from Tabriz, yet it
is hoped that thou mayest be a dear citizen of the Kingdom
and find thy cup overflowing with the wine of the love of God.
Mayest thou be a source of joy and gladness, bringing those in
the gathering of fellowship into a state of rapture and delight,
and bestowing upon the spiritual ones the intoxication of the
everlasting wine.

Since Tabriz is the place of martyrdom of the Exalted One -
may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him - it is fragrant with musk
and dripping with honey, and that place of martyrdom is the
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08299

circumambulation point of the people of culture and distinc-
tion. ‘Abdu’l-Baha at all times yearns to circumambulate that
sacred spot.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08078

To: Nanih Khanum et al., in Ishqabad

O ye two handmaidens who have drawn nigh unto the Supreme
Lord! At every moment ye are remembered among those who
dwell within the tabernacle of the All-Merciful, and in the
Supreme Concourse and the Abha Kingdom ye are mentioned
and renowned, accepted and praised.

The trials and tribulations which ye have endured in the path
of the All-Glorious shall never be forgotten - like an inscription
carved in stone, they are engraved and recorded in the tablets
and pages of hearts.

God willing, day by day ye shall increase in your love of God
and in your steadfastness in faith and certitude, and render
thanks at the threshold of the All-Knowing Lord that ye have
been blessed with such bounty and favor.
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AB08299

To: Wife of Ustad Ali Akbar Banna, in Ishqabad

O divine leaf! The dwellers of the pavilion of the Covenant
all long to behold thee and constantly remember thee, making
mention of thy love, thy knowledge and thy spirituality.

In this day, every leaf among the leaves of Paradise that is
stirred by the breeze of providence attaineth such spirituality
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that it becometh a pure spirit, love personified, knowledge em- (:s ob s );.,a.a G4e s ;;f ;:_; &) s
bodied, and the very temple of love made manifest. t. s

udM g,.,>- ‘,K:A 9 J}«
3 Pray thou to God that thou mayest fill to overflowing the cup of Ak BY-PRPRCHRN uf{ s ol 52 s 5|
guidance and bestow the intoxication of life everlasting. Upon 13 , 1ol K 52 ol Olan Feesi
thee be greetings and praise. i i T

BRL_DAK#0940, MKT7.139, TISH.125

AB08295

To: Abdu’l-Ali, in Khurasan

O thou who art aware of the mysteries of the Day of Resurrec- 5o g0l By )
tion!

2 The mystics have been gathered in the company of the ignorant, , wui a2 Ml %o b5 45 Ob,k
and those who claimed knowledge and truth have crept behind -3 s, O 03 iy e ole
the veil of heedlessness. Thou who wert neither a claimant to ;&:‘ Gy oy b s u‘-}ﬂ 'y FRaen
mystical knowledge nor among the arrogant people of rebel- ;}Jb p J); 20 e & obab l}’"
lion, neither an irreligious mufti nor a mystic without founda- f‘§° i c.é.-\:“ 6.'&1” b6 oSy
tion, neither didst thou become a bygone judge nor a dissatis- '~ :
fied sage - thou didst become immersed in the ocean of divine
knowledge and consumed in the rays of the Sun. Thou didst

BLEE) ‘5-'\»‘: d‘).&:‘uﬁ dl;f ﬁ).} _L_Sbbb
Gty Blo (e 3l S S3I plas

drink from the pure spring and taste the honey of the eternal @t Bk o 4Ol

paradise.

And upon thee be glory, and upon all who hold fast to God’s 5 & g Sonazo :){ Jde s S sl

Covenant and His Testament. Wl
MKT5.155b

AB08120

To: Nurullah son of Javan Rawhani et al., in Khurasan

O three brothers, three spiritual lamps! It is said that the & a8 by, Oler Tl a5l 4w )
soaring eagle of heaven consists of three luminous stars. Now - 1,555 au 3l ,le Gl S0 L
may these three brothers each shine forth as a brilliant star and By K ALal e ol o b
radiant orb in the horizon of servitude to the Blessed Beauty. S s il E Sl Cads
May their light increase day by day until each one becomes like )
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AB08404

the morning star heralding the dawning lights of the morn of
oneness. May they set the East and West of that land ablaze
with the fire of the love of God. And this is not difficult for
God.

A lasf Ay oLl Sas 0y 5 G
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MKT8.107a
ABO08338
To: Azizullah Khan (Shiraz) et al., in Lahore
O spiritual friends! Ay oLL

The letters which you had written to Jinab-i-Manshadi, who
has attained the presence of his Lord, and to ‘Abdu’l-Baha
were noted. Due to lack of time, I write briefly in reply that if
the means for travel become available for those who are able
to find a way, you are permitted to come to the Holy Land
in perfect comfort, joy and gladness, to return with spirit and
fragrance, to spread glad-tidings and to diffuse the divine fra-
grances in those regions.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08404

To: Shaykh Abdur Rahman Hindi, in London

O respected possessor of virtues, and dear friend! Your distin-
guished letter arrived and its meaning was understood....

From your travels in the western regions, Islamic lands, and cer-
tain parts of Europe, you have surely gained complete knowl-
edge of the conditions of the deceased community. It is as you
wrote - the water is stagnant, not flowing, and present happi-
ness is but a mirage, not real water. Until one goes and sees,
one cannot become aware of the true situation. It is as if there
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had never dwelt between Hajun and Safa a settler, nor had FA] Mos#E uﬁ"i o¥ ;;ﬁ' éﬁ.ﬁ Jb-
any night-talker passed evening hours in Mecca. Yes, the no- A WIS ok L € .
ble ones were its inhabitants, but they have all perished, and - rig y &'&‘/ ’ Mﬂl ? "}w
the ancestors are but stumbling blocks. Perhaps God will assist sl 5 ) Jod Flpe ogadl e ‘{-’1:9
the government and nation to revive what has been obliterated "'(‘M‘”Y‘ é\” ot ood skl el
from the edifices of Islam....

MSHR1.073x
AB08102
To: Rustam Surush Farsi Maryamabadi
He is the Light of the Heaven Olel Jldyy Cosl

Of rr}llighty lfciius‘gnlr% whose ioul thﬁy lr(l:adl radiint!dHﬁ is the Soul  Olo ol sl 2 2, il s fs o
of the world. ustam, beseech the pure Lord that you may .. 25 L SL ol = 1o
become the Tahmatan of that gathering and become Rustam Gt & (53 Sh ol (wv/d LP;
himself, donning armor in the battlefield. You will become the =~ &3 o575 25~ L 02 TSIV
chief of the army of the misguided, the wise commander of the 4 5§ Fy50l Yl Olal S oK),y 5o
tumultuous and clamoring forces. When you return to Bombay, 3L &€ 4 Oor a2 5 G s S Sl
you will become a royal falcon and set out to hunt the paradise- gl::f\;,_:,ﬂ ol K 5 g5 3l (oo f
dwelling birds. You will gather together the sugar-eating birds & 5 ¢ 3 VM LIRS - S Y
so they may taste the sweetness of love of that heart-attracting Gl Oliay 55 5 it 1y el L OT,V
Friend, and like the gazelles in the plain of the All-Merciful, 52 s it Al e 3l e o7
. . . . 9N 2 0y Cls Ol o Ol Cawgn O
they may graze in the meadow of wisdom of that kind Friend, R T L R AT R
. B e L BLIC R L B g
and fly upon the branches of the mystery of the Self-Sufficient sL

Lord. May your soul be glad.
YARP2.234 p.211

ABO7872

To: Alaviyyih wife of Mulla Ali Jan Mahfurujaki, in Mazandaran

O Handmaiden of Baha! This title is the glory of the leaves A;'L?) Sbyy O e Olge ) e LNl (o
of the All-Merciful in the Abha Kingdom, therefore I address 14 olas b 15 14 Ll & SCe s !
you with this appellation. f‘<"’

The journey to Shahmirzad, Sangsar and Simnan is very advis-
able, and if it becomes possible to journey to Khurasan with
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ABO08192

comfort, ease and convenience, that too would be advisable.
Otherwise, put your trust in God. Wherever you may be, you
will be assisted and confirmed.

The purpose is that you should not seek rest, nor desire repose.
Be ever stirred and attracted, mindful and thoughtful, and be
the cause of joy and fragrance to the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

3 aéb»w)w. Ol 5 ey ol pagd i
S by bl y Coly 4 adlo 5
S5V Glye 5 O 555 K2 5 olul 2
G35 s By Sble p s S G

;.,.Lk.ﬁ d}<.~)js'- r\j’{ C»—w\:”\ J},a.:u
e 3 Nta 5 $den 5 Olasie 5 G alyd
Fl o bl Oy )

S i) e

MKT7.023a

AB08192

To: Mirza Ali Akbar Hakim Hafizus-Sihhih (Mazindaran), in Mazandaran

O thou who supplicatest unto God! What shall I write when
my heart is in the utmost sorrow and my spirit in the great-
est regret, for despite the fact that the divine Call is raised
from the Kingdom of existence, and the melody of the angel is
continuously reaching the ears of awareness, and the anthem of
unity is ascending from the Supreme Concourse, and the ocean
of bounty is surging, and the outpouring of favors is descend-
ing, and the heavenly table is prepared - yet still the frozen
ones remain lifeless, motionless and spiritless: “Thou hearest
from them not even a whisper.”

I hope that your honor will be moved to excitement and melt-
ing.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant of God.
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To: Mulla Husayn Ghadanfar son of Ghadanfar, in Mazandaran

O thou servant at the Divine Threshold! Aokl fey (o

> We had imagined that in Mazandaran—the original homeland
of the Sun of Truth and Its ancient native soil in the region
of Tabaristan—this divine kindled Fire would achieve a mighty
eruption, and this Ocean of bounty would manifest intense
surging upon those shores. Yet now, while from all horizons,
even from Ethiopia and Europe, the cry of “glad tidings, glad
tidings!” is raised high, from that land and region no sound
or call is heard. Stillness and unconsciousness and lifelessness
have encompassed it. How strange, how strange!

In any case, God willing, thou wilt become a cause of warmth.
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AB07903

To: Descendants of Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Najafabad

O survivors of that spiritual adornment! Although that bird of
the garden of divine knowledge has taken flight from the cage
of contingent existence, praise be to God that it has winged
its way to the nest of truth. In the garden of sanctity, upon
the branches of the Tree of Paradise, it has built its nest, and
in the eternal Paradise, among the boughs of the Divine Lote-
Tree, it has begun to warble hymns of praise and glorification
to God, for it has attained to such bounty and been blessed
with such a gift.

Therefore you, who are the survivors of that kindly soul, must
strive with heart and soul to conduct yourselves in such wise
in the path of God that his spirit may be made glad in the
eternal Kingdom.
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ABO08214

To: Mirza Sadiq, in Najafabad

O thou who art assured by the grace and favor of God!

> Praise be to God that thou art occupied in serving the loved
ones of God by writing letters, and art showing complete devo-
tion. Through the confirmation of the Glorious and All-Praised
Lord, it is hoped that day by day thou wilt engage in greater
services and make thy face and countenance more luminous,
and become more acceptable in the Court of the Most Glori-
ous Beauty (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones).
And this is not difficult for His bounty.

Convey to all the friends of God the Most Great, Most Won-
derful, Most Glorious Greeting.

And glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant and Testament.
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AB07968

To: Muhammad Kazim, in Najafabad

O servant at the Threshold of the One God! The Ancient
Beauty and the Most Great Name spent His lifetime endur-
ing the most grievous tribulations and bore the utmost hard-
ships, so that friends might be raised up who would be as firm
and steadfast as immovable mountains in their constancy and
steadfastness, and like the spirit of life itself in their character
and deeds. Now that that Sun of Truth has ascended to the
Kingdom of Glory, it is time to strive, to be stirred with fervor,
and to cry out, so that what was the fundamental purpose of
that Most Great Luminary may become manifest and realized
in the world of being - namely, fellowship and love and unity
among all who dwell on earth.
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ABO07881

To: Ustad Shahrbanu, in Najafabad

O thou handmaid of God! Do thou establish a heavenly school
and be thou a teacher in that house of learning. Educate the
children in the things of God and, even as pearls, rear them in
the heart of the shell of divine guidance.

Strive thou with heart and soul; see to it that the children are
raised up to embody the highest perfections of humankind, to
such a degree that every one of them will be trained in the use
of the mind, in acquiring knowledge, in humility and lowliness,
in dignity, in ardour and love.

Convey the Most Great greeting to your esteemed husband
Aqga Hasan.
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AB08312

To: Bibi Jani, in Nayriz

O thou leaf assured in faith! Arise under the shadow of the
Word with such enthusiasm that thou mayest become a lumi-
nous candle in the spiritual gatherings of the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful and a bird in the garden of divine knowledge.

> The time is precious - let not this opportunity slip from thy
grasp. Turn thy face toward the Unseen Kingdom of the
Most Glorious and attach thyself to the sweet-scented breezes
wafting from the gardens of recognition of the Most Exalted
Beauty.

Be thou engaged in devotions night and day, and be thou con-
stantly occupied in supplications and the chanting of prayers.

We beseech the favors of the Lord of all desire that He may
quicken the handmaidens of God in that land through the life-
giving breeze of His grace and enable them to achieve that
which befits this century.
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AB12882

ABO08415

To: Margaret M Sprague, in New York

O captivated handmaiden of God! My heart hath rejoiced, my
breast hath dilated, and my spirit hath been gladdened by thy
prayer that God may destine for ‘Abdu’l-Baha the supreme
martyrdom and sacrifice in the path of Baha.

Well done, well done, O handmaiden of God, for having prayed
that He ordain for me the greatest of all desires in this first life.
I beseech God to answer thy prayer, for verily He is gracious
and responsive to whoever calleth upon Him in truth.

I say unto thee that I yearn for that cup as the thirsty one
yearneth for sweet flowing waters, and I hope for it as the sick
hopeth for healing, as the wounded loveth the bandage, and as
the drowning one longeth for life.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12882

To: Madeleine Sacy

Say: O my God, O my God! I am one of thy handmaidens,
lowly before the door of Thy singleness and fervently imploring
the heaven of Thy mercy to make me a sign of Thy oneness and
an evidence of Thy transcendent holiness. Grant me, O Lord,
such felicity that thereby my breast may be dilated, mine eye
gladdened, and my heart made to rejoice. Make it a source of
help in mine affairs and strength unto my back, and through
it do Thou ease my hardship, that I may sing Thy praise and
extol Thy sanctity with my face radiant, my heart joyful, my
tongue eloquent, my soul attracted, and my self steadfast in
thanksgiving unto thee, O my Lord, the All-Merciful! Cause
me, moreover, to bow myself in humble prayer and supplication
as one well-assured, well-pleased, and well-pleasing before the
threshold of Thy divinity. Verily, Thou art the Giver, the
Provider, the Generous, the All-Merciful.

ADMS#384
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ABO07852
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AB07952

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! Your detailed letter was pe-
rused. The news of His Holiness Manshadi’s ascension caused
the utmost grief and sorrow, but that embodied light became
a pure spirit and attained the joy of the righteous in the di-
vine realm. From the beginning of his faith and certitude, he
spent his time in complete steadfastness and constancy in ser-
vice to the Divine Unity, and was confirmed and assisted in
winning His good-pleasure. Blessed is he and excellent is his
final abode. Would that Abdul-Baha too might ultimately at-
tain to this bounty and triumph, and hasten with a pure soul
to that luminous realm. O Lord, ordain for me this manifest
victory!...
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AB07852

To: Diyaullah Afnan Alai, in Port Said

O my God, my God! Thou art He Who hast planted the tree of
Thy mercy in the paradise of Thy oneness and watered it from
the wellspring of Thy unity, until it grew and developed and
lengthened and branched forth and spread out and extended,
filling the east and west of existence. And among its branches
is this steadfast and firmly rooted Afnan, who holdeth fast
to the cord of Thy Covenant and cleaveth to the hem of Thy
Testament. O Lord! Thou knowest that I love this Afnan with
all my heart and with all my soul and with all my being, and
that I am well pleased with him. I beseech Thee by Thy grace
and bounty to be well pleased with him and make him a sign
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of Thy grace. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most
Merciful, the All-Pardoning, the All-Forgiving.
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AB08386

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah! Two months ago or more,
through you and Jinab-i-Bashir, a reply was written and sent
to Mirza Fadlu’llah, the son of Banan’ul-Mulk. Now he has
written that no reply has reached him and has made many
complaints. Please write what has happened and inquire from
Jinab-i-Bashir-i-Ilahi about what became of the reply sent to
Aqga Mirza Fadlu’llah ibn-i-Banan’ul-Mulk and how it did not
reach him.

Number the letters to every destination so that you may know
which ones have arrived and which ones have not.
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AB08408

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

Your letter number 22 dated the 22nd of the month of Safar
which you had sent has arrived. Security has been achieved
through the organization and regulation of sent and received
correspondence.

In truth your labor is great, but what can be done - you must
share with me in bearing hardships so that you may have a
portion in servitude at the Sacred Threshold.

Record in a register all letters that you send to Iran and other
regions. When acknowledgment of receipt arrives for any one
of them, mark it with the number 9 in the register so that you
may know which have arrived and which have not.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S e 5 YY B0k YY Gyt
elizl 5 Lo 51 ey oy 0058 L)l

ol dy cwl bt b8 cmy aiadl g
bl K e b olite JE s 5 al

6>ffy¢w:liﬁ de;,;:xc);
a\;\;uja\,,\wu,u{vgm@;
Clar § K 1 e b s Slass
l:ut&,oh;;;);qrs,.x.wdﬂ,

okt ; (“f) okt ) (’\f“fﬁ.;\"\f

157


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=366
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=376
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=205

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) ABO07947
And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6‘;\(\ :\KJ\ Se 4
INBA17:226

AB08026

To: Jamasb Gushtasb, in Qasimabad

O Jamasp! Jamasp possessed a seeing eye and a hearing ear.

He had an enlightened heart and an eloquent tongue. With
his seeing eye he beheld the mystery behind the veil, and with

the ear of his soul he heard the melody of the higher realm.

Whatever he spoke was a luminous pearl and a royal gem. In
the world of hearts he lit a shining lamp and in the garden of
souls he adorned a joyous flower-bed.

As you bear the name of that noble one, follow in his footsteps
so that the pure God may assist you and you may be captured
in the strand of hair of the peerless Beloved, and your tongue
may be loosed in praise of the Kind Lord, and you may scatter
pearls and gems and plant a fruitful tree. May your soul be
gladdened!
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ABO07947

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Qazvin

O servant of the Abha Beauty! Consider how fortunate and
wise you were that they named you ‘Abdu’l-Husayn (Servant
of Husayn). A hundred thousand praises upon the mouth from
which this blessed name issued forth!

Now you must arise to fulfill whatever is required by this sa-
cred name, that it may be witnessed and proven that “names
descend from heaven.” The conditions of this name are to ac-

quire divine attributes, to diffuse the fragrances of God, to
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exalt the Word of God, and to remain firm and steadfast in
God’s Covenant and Testament.
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AB08160

To: Ghulam-Ali Samandari, in Qazvin

O bondsman of Baha! The word “ghulam” in Persian parlance
means servant, and servitude to God is [freedom] from both
worlds, while [shame] stems from falling short at the Divine
Threshold.

2 Thou must arise to serve at God’s holy Threshold, that thou
mayest attain unto freedom from both worlds. Be His servant
and be freed from all bonds. Be
enkindled and soul-consumed. Be mindful and suppliant. Be-
come utterly effaced from self and stripped of the attribute of
existence. Vanish in the west of nothingness, that thou mayest
shine forth resplendent from the horizon of being.

Be submissive and humble.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08161

To: Ghulam-Ali Samandari, in Qazvin

O thou servant of Baha! Grow and develop under the sheltering
shade of the Abha Beauty in such wise that thou mayest be-
come like unto a goodly tree, yielding delectable fruits, making
the garden of the heart verdant and flourishing, becoming an
intimate companion in the retreat of the Beauty of the Ancient
of Days, becoming a sign of divine unity and a standard of de-
tachment, becoming an outstretched hand and a praiseworthy
nature, becoming a flame of light and a ray of mercy, becoming
a brilliant lamp in the gathering of the Covenant and the envy
of roses in the garden of the Testament. And upon thee, and
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upon thy father, and thy brother, and thy father-in-law, and
thy kinsmen be the Glory of God.
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AB08020

To: Haji Muhammad Bagir Nabil Qazvini

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy perfumed letter was as sweet as honey and sugar. It had an
infinite sweetness, for it was proof of thy love for, and servitude
to, the Luminary of the horizons. The Ancient Beauty showed
the utmost favor to that yearning soul and would always make
wonderful mention of him.

Praise be to God that throughout thy life thou hast walked
the path of salvation, wert ever intoxicated with the spiritual
cup, and wert enkindled with the fire of love for that luminous
Beauty. And now, with perfect firmness and steadfastness,
thou remainest firm and steadfast in the Covenant of the An-
cient Lord.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08262

To: Hasan brother of Ali Zargar, in Qazvin

O thou who speaketh in remembrance of God!

Beauty and ugliness are not inherent qualities in things, nor
do they possess any enduring attributes. That is, they do not
emanate from the essential reality of a thing at the time of its
creation, for “He hath created you and raised you up but as a
single soul.”
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True beauty lies in acceptance at the sublime threshold of
the Abha Kingdom, and ugliness in remoteness and separation
from the court of grandeur.

Therefore, if thou seekest true beauty, be a servant with rings
in thine ears at the gate of the Divine Unity, and give ear to
the celestial call, that thou mayest hear the cry “Blessed art
thou! Again, blessed art thou!”

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who hold fast to the
Sure Handle.
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AB07924

To: Isma’il Rashti, in Qazvin

O servant of God! Your letter was received and its contents
were understood. Regarding the letter which you mentioned
that Jinab-i-Zayn had written to your uncle - a letter to him
will yield no fruit. Rather, what will yield fruit is your manner,
conduct, deeds and words. If upon his return he observes that
you are not the same Aqga Muhammad-Isma’il as before, he will
surely be transformed, for he will inhale the holy fragrances.

Therefore, strive to acquire such character and disposition,
such a radiant countenance, such devotion and orientation to-
wards God, such melodious chanting and supplication as befits
the loved ones of God.
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AB07920

To: Mahmud son of Javad, in Qazvin

O servant of God! In the Qur’an it is said: “It may be that thy
Lord will raise thee to a station of praise.” For this “station of
praise” many meanings and countless interpretations have been
given that would fill several volumes. But today the station
of praise is the station of teaching the Cause of God, diffusing
the fragrances of God, and exalting the Word of God.

Therefore, blessed are they who have forgotten all else save this
station and who have clung to the hem of this station, which is
the essence of sanctification. And upon thee, and upon every
steadfast and firm one, be the Glory.
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ABO07873

To: Masumih wife of Samandar, mother of Tarazullah, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of Baha! Mirza Tiraz, like an adorning can-
dle, has lit up his countenance in the spiritual gathering and
remembers you while circumambulating the precincts of the
Supreme Concourse. Give thanks to the Self-Subsisting Beauty
that you have such a devoted son who, with utmost supplica-
tion and entreaty, begs forgiveness at the Sacred Threshold for
all his departed relatives and seeks bounties for all his present
kindred - and his prayers are accepted at the Court of Divine
Unity. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved. Be confident in the
special favors of the Ancient Beauty upon that family. God
willing, your heart shall be made glad.
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AB08253

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin

O spiritual companion! Thou hast so deeply penetrated the
hearts and souls of the friends that thou canst never be for-
gotten. Well done for thy steadfastness! The Concourse on
High offer their praise, and the favors of His Holiness the All-
Glorious encompass thee.

Through the grace and bounty of the Sovereign of existence, it
is firmly hoped that thou wilt be assisted and confirmed in all
things. Verily thy Lord confirmeth whomsoever He willeth to
do whatsoever He willeth, and He, verily, hath power over all
things.

Convey to each and every one of the friends, with utmost long-
ing, the most glorious and sweetest greetings. And verily I
beseech God to make them signs of guidance amongst all peo-
ples.
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ABO08181

To: Sitarih Khanum wife of Bisharat Humayun, in Qazvin

O cherished handmaiden of God! A star must shine and celes-
tial orbs must be luminous. Praise be to God that thou hast
shone with the light of the love of God and hast dawned from
the horizon of the knowledge of God, hast quaffed the cup of
favors and drunk the wine of bounty and tasted the honey of
the Covenant and attained unto thy goal.

Now thou must show forth steadfastness, demonstrate forti-
tude, manifest the power of faith and display the flame of di-
vine favors. Thou must drink from the spring of certitude and
find thy way to the Supreme Concourse, so that the confirma-
tions of the Abha Beauty may become continuous rays and the
light of the Sun of Truth may shine forth.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB08056

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

O Thou Peerless God! Adorn this servant of Thine with the
brocade of all created things, and crown this servant of Thine
with the diadem of servitude amidst the concourse of creation.
Through pure bounty, fill this destitute one with melody, and
grant shelter and sanctuary to this homeless one beneath Thy
protection. Give him to drink from the cup of detachment and
intoxicate him with the chalice of grace.

What power hath a feeble servant, and what flight can a frail
gnat attempt? How far the heights of glory from the wing and
feather of the bird of abasement!

3 O Lord! Confirm Thou and assist. Grant Thou success. Verily,
Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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ABO08163

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

O servant at the threshold of the Abha Beauty! O sapling of
the Abha Paradise! Why art thou sorrowful and grief-stricken?
Why art thou again dejected, dispirited and melancholy in the
heights of the love of God? Spread thy wings and soar, raise
a melody, stir up the gathering, set the candle aflame. Re-
sist calamities and face difficulties. The hosts of tribulation
must be confronted with perfect might, and through the grace,
power and divine assistance of the Abha Kingdom, those surg-
ing hosts must be defeated, for thou art established in the
impregnable fortress of the Covenant. Convey my greetings to
thy honored father, to the handmaid of Baha thy mother, and
to thy brothers.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Ali, in Rasht

O thou who art holding fast to the Sure Handle!

> Verily the exquisite chalice hath overflowed with the choice
wine, and verily the delicate glass hath sparkled with the lumi-
nous lamp, and verily the manifest horizon hath been illumined
by the brilliant, radiant star, and verily the precious necklace
hath been adorned with rubies and unique pearls, and verily
the sweet, flowing river hath surged with mighty waves.

Yet the people remain in the darkness of blindness, in the
depths of the nethermost abyss, in the layers of supreme re-
gret, and in the pits of ignorance and passion.

As for thee, render thanks unto God for having guided thee
and caused thee to recognize the Dawning-Place of His remem-
brance.
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AB08218

To: Abdu’l-Karim Arbab, in Sabzihvar

O manifestation of God’s faithfulness! The efforts you have
expended in service to the survivors of that martyr in the path
of God have made your face radiant in the Most Glorious King-
dom and have found acceptance and praise at the threshold of
His Holiness the One.

Today the denizens of the Supreme Concourse, addressing your
honor, exclaim in praise of this mighty service: “Verily, this is
a gift from God!” You have been confirmed in rendering a
service that is the ultimate desire of those near to God and
the highest aspiration of the angels of the exalted heaven.

For service to those oppressed ones and care for those who
have suffered persecution is service to the Blessed Beauty and
worship of the Most Great Creator. How blessed, then, is your
state!
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To: Muhammad Hasan Sabzivari, in Sabzihvar

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I seek Thy forgiveness for every
description and attribute ascribed to me, save servitude at Thy
exalted threshold...

Therefore one must gird up the loins of service to the Cause
with the utmost power, might and endeavor, and like a con-
quering lion and victorious beast, raise a mighty roar in this
thicket of Divine Unity:

“O thou lion-hearted soul, Even as a lion roar,

That thy roaring may perchance To the seventh heaven soar!”

Nay, I ask God’s forgiveness—until that mighty cry reacheth
unto the Kingdom of Abha and the Dominion on high, and
until the voice of praise from the assemblies of the Supreme
Concourse, the gatherings of the Most Exalted Dominion, and
the retreats of the Kingdom of His transcendent oneness rea-
cheth the ears of the people of God....
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AB08011
To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Samarqand
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Ol b !

A detailed letter has arrived from Jenab-i-Thabit giving exten-
sive particulars about the difficulties that have arisen. And
thou knowest that ‘Abdu’l-Baha, like the well-known saying,
hath no time even for prayers, much less for solving these prob-
lems. Since I am confident of your love, good intentions and
sincerity, I have therefore referred this matter to your judgment
and capability, that you may, God willing, through divine as-
sistance and favor, solve these difficult problems and excuse
‘Abdu’l-Baha from involvement in such matters.
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ABO08140

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11777

To: Mirza Muhammad Tahir, in Sarayan

O you oppressed servant who has suffered persecution for the
Ancient Beauty! You have endured many blows at the hands of
the oppressors and drunk the cup of tribulation in the feast of
love from the hands of the fair ones of the higher realm. This
is proof of nearness and evidence of devotion and testimony of
humility.

God willing, its result will be divine attraction, and this pitch
darkness will be transformed into the brilliant dawn and radi-
ant morn of the Most Glorious Kingdom.

Do not grieve - your Comforter is the Greatest Name. Do not
be sad - your Consoler is the Morning Friend. Soon that blow
will become a raisin, that poison will become honey, and that
bitterness will become sugar and sweetness.
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AB08140

To: Mir Daygham, in Sari

O Lion of the divine thickets! Souls are like birds - one is
an eagle soaring to the heights of glory, another a white falcon
that hunts its prey, another a turtledove of meadow and garden,
another a partridge of mountain, desert, tulip field and valley.
“And God created souls in diverse kinds.”

But thou must be the lion of the thickets of the All-Bountiful,
and a mighty hunter, so that in this field thou mayest gallop
about, wield thy polo mallet, and seize the ball.
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ABO07969

Yet according to the wisdom recorded in the Book, that land is
the native home of the Desired One - may my spirit, my being,
and my essence be sacrificed for His loved ones - and ye are
fellow-countrymen of that Day-Star of the horizons. Consider,
then, what befitteth you.
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AB07933

To: Mirza Fath-Ali, in Sarvistan

O servant of the Threshold of the Most One! Your letter was
received and read. It was not a letter but rather an exquisite
garden, adorned with the flowers of inner meanings and em-
bellished with the fragrant herbs of certitude. The nostrils of
the spirit inhaled the sweet fragrance of divine knowledge, and
the soul’s consciousness breathed in the perfumed breezes of
assurance.

If you seek the confirmation of the Abha Kingdom, remain firm
in the Covenant and Cause others to be steadfast therein. If
you seek everlasting ancient glory, promote the Cause of God,
for teaching the Cause of God consists in sowing pure seeds in
pure and goodly soil.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB07969

To: Haji Zaynal Saysan (Zaynu’l-Abdin) et al.

O faithful servant of God! His honor Aqga Muhammad Isma’il
is present and offers the utmost praise of you, that praise be to
God, Haji Zaynal is in the utmost enthusiasm and excitement
and in complete attraction and joy. He is the cause of unity
among the loved ones and the means of harmony among the
friends.
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ABO07958

From this praise, joy and relief were produced in hearts, and
from this news, the effect of happiness became manifest in
souls.

We beseech God that you may be a bright candle to the gath-
ering of friends and a fragrant-garmented witness to the assem-
bly of loved ones, and in servitude at the Sacred Threshold, a
confidant and companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB08394

To: Fatimih mother of Aqa Mirza Mihdi, in Shahrud

The merciful Lord, out of His perfect grace and pure bounty,
has opened wide the gates of guidance and thrown open the
doors of His gifts. Blessed is the soul who has not deprived
himself, and happy the person who has not left himself bereft.

Therefore, strive that you may drink your fill from this life-
giving spring, become detached from the mirage of earthly
horizons, and through the grace and favor of the Lord become
His confidant-that you may drink from the Most Great Ocean
and enter beneath the shade of the Ancient Beauty, and say
“Would that my people knew how my Lord has forgiven me
and made me to be of the honored ones!”
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AB07958

To: Abdu’l-Ghaffar Shirazi

O servant of God! Rise up in servitude to the Threshold of
the Most Glorious Beauty with such devotion as ‘Abdu’l-Baha
shows, and stand firm in His service, that thou mayest hear
with thy spirit’s ear the divine message and witness the succes-
sive advent of angelic heralds.
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ABO08119

I swear by the Most Great Name - may my spirit be a sacrifice
for His loved ones - that ‘Abdu’l-Baha yearns for servitude at
His Threshold, but alas, has not yet succeeded as he should
and must, and hopes rather to achieve this supreme bounty
through the prayers and supplications of the friends and loved
ones.

Thou hadst requested permission to visit the holy tomb; at
present there are some obstacles. For now, occupy thyself with
diffusing the divine fragrances until the appointed time comes.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08119

To: Ali Muhammad Shirazi

O namesake of His Holiness the Exalted One! Since thou hast
been named with this blessed name, thou must seek a portion
and share of His grace and, like a moth, burn thy wings and
pinions circling round the luminous candle of the Concourse
on High.

That Lamp of Guidance is the Abha Beauty, Who shineth
resplendent in the Concourse on High upon all horizons.

Consider how His Holiness the Exalted One - may my spirit
and my very being be sacrificed for Him - laid down His life for
that All-Effulgent Lamp and guided His lovers to self-sacrifice
and martyrdom.

May my spirit, my inner being, my reality, my truth, my iden-
tity, my hidden and manifest self be offered up for a single
drop of His pure blood.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08018

ABO08013

To: Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy brilliant letter was
received and was read with the utmost joy and fragrance. For
some time this pen has not been outwardly engaged in men-
tioning that kind friend, and this has been due to the numerous
attacks of the enemies and the atrocities and transgressions of
the people of wickedness and the oppression of the party of
pride and the people of remissness.

Otherwise, I do not rest for a moment without remembering
the friends, and my heart is not adorned except with the love
of the All-Merciful Lord. Through the bounty and favor of
the Self-Subsisting Lord, it is my certain hope that you may
ever repose beneath the extended shade and convey to all the
friends the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings.

And upon thee be salutations and praise.
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ABO08018

To: Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! That which thou didst
write was noted. It possessed a spiritual exhilaration and a
divine fragrance, and bore the effect of a musk-diffusing pen
and the outpouring of an ambergris-laden cloud. In truth it
was a garden of inner meanings and spiritual inspirations.

Glorified be God! The pen and letter, which told a tale of
the world of spirit and heart, had attained the station of an
unfurled parchment and inscribed page.

We beseech the grace and bounty of the Beauty of Oneness
that these delicate meanings and wondrous realities may find
realization in thine inmost being, so that their brilliant effects
may shine resplendent in the lofty heaven. Verily, He is the
Guardian of the sincere ones.
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AB08414

To: Bilqays sister of Andalib wife of Ghulam Ali, in Shiraz

O handmaiden of Baha, rejoice in that which hath been show-
ered upon thee from the cloud of mercy, and the bounty that
hath been bestowed upon thee, and the lights of guidance that
have shone upon thee, and the surging seas of the greatest gift
that have rolled over thee. For thou hast believed in God,
and certified to the Word of God, and found peace in the
signs of God, and turned toward the Kingdom, and entered
beneath the tabernacles of might - the sanctuary of thy Lord,
the Mighty, the Loving.

Place thy trust in thy Lord and cling to the hem of His bounty.
By God, the Truth! Verily His grace hath encompassed His
Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds!

sincere servants.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon every leaf who is firm
in the Ancient Covenant.
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ABO07937

To: Binish Haqju, in Shiraz

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! Your letter was received
and its contents brought the utmost joy, for praise be to God,
you are assisted in establishing the clear verses and are con-
firmed in guiding the inhabitants of those regions.

I ever beseech from the Abha Kingdom that the hosts of the
Supreme Concourse may render assistance and day by day in-
crease divine confirmations, so that a clear standard may be
raised in those regions and a great multitude may enter be-
neath the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree.

Convey to Mr. Siyyid Ahmad, Mr. Siyyidu’llah, Mr. Siyyid
Mansur and the other honored Siyyids most glorious greetings
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08124

To: Binish Hagju, in Shiraz

O poet of wondrous meanings! If thou desirest to sweeten the
taste of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, compose verses expressing servitude to
the Sacred Threshold, that boundless joy and gladness may
result. This honey and sugar will sweeten His palate, and this
fragrance will make His nostrils redolent with musk and amber-
gris. Odes, praises and attributes befit the Sacred Threshold,
and we are but servants and lowly attendants at that Blessed
Court. Therefore, when we hear descriptions that reflect our
true station, we become joyous and delighted.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

You had sought permission to travel to various regions for the
purpose of teaching the Cause of God. Permission is granted.
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AB07953

To: Fadl Ali Shamsabadi, in Shiraz

O servant of the Most One God! Thou hast kindled such a fire
of the love of God in thy heart and soul that thou mayest set
a whole world aflame.

Rest thou assured that like the Fire of Sinai, it will bring hearts
into a state of rapture and enthusiasm, manifesting such heat
that ultimately that flame will encompass the world and its
light will reach the ethereal sphere.

Therefore, O thou divine friend, seek thou as much as thou
canst to feed this fire with the holy breaths from the Abha
Kingdom, and pray for intensity of heat, that its influence may
reach far and wide and encompass both sea and land.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB12850

To: Ghulam-Husayn Mirza, in Shiraz

O my Lord and my Hope! Thou hast, through Thy con-
summate wisdom, enjoined harmony upon Thy creation and
prescribed companionship unto the virtuous amongst Thy
servants. Thou hast created all things as joined pairs so
that through such union Thy purpose may be realized, and
through such bonding, joy and gladness may appear. Thou
hast, through Thy grace and bounty, conjoined the hearts and
souls, so that countenances may shine, even as lamps, with
the light of Thy love, and joyful nuptials may occur at every
morn and eventide....

2 Lord! Make these two souls even as one body, one soul, and
one heart, intermingling even as water and wine, and as honey
and pure milk. Ordain Thou for their offspring every blessing.
Advance their station and cause them to be as two luminous
signs shining forth from the horizon of love and affection. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Unifier, the Supreme Ordainer, the Source of
all love, the Most Generous, the Compassionate.
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ABO08085

To: Karbala’t Muhammad Hadi, in Shiraz

O true friend! How long shall the people of violation remain
in their delusions, and how long shall the people of discord
remain intoxicated with the wine of dissension?

Glory be to God! The proof is clear, the evidence manifest, the
path wide, the lights radiant, the lamp brilliant, the mercy all-
encompassing, the bounty perfect, the argument decisive, the
Covenant evident, and the command of obedience binding. Yet
despite all this clarity, the people of violation cling to delusions
flimsier than a spider’s web and are deprived of the gift of the
Covenant.
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AB12555

The ignorant and the unjust are raised and gathered in the
valley of loss and abandonment. “Leave them to their vain
discourse.”

AB08062

To: Khayyat, in Shiraz

O Khayyat!

2 Christ declares that it is easier for a camel to pass through the
eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of
God. Observe how the power of God’s Cause has transformed
the eye of the needle into a vast plain, and both rich and poor
have entered in troops, one after another. Such is the effect
of His power that He causes the mighty camel to pass through
the needle’s eye, and every impossible thing becomes easy and
simple. Praise be to God that thou hast sewn for thyself a
garment that befits the silk of the ethereal realm. Upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB12555

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thou knowest not in
what tempest and crisis ‘Abdu’l-Baha findeth Himself, and
what endless tribulations He endureth. Despite this, what op-
portunity is there to write with His own hand! Yet again, out
of the intensity of love, the pen hath been moved to action, that
it might express the attraction of the heart and conscience, and
manifest the truth of consciousness. But with a blunt pen and
faded ink, how can I express this boundless love, save by refer-
ring it to the mirror of consciousness of that kind friend? This
is better and sweeter and more attractive, until such time as
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ABO07919

an opportunity ariseth and the secrets of heart and soul may
be revealed.
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AB12556

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O thou who art gladdened by the glad-tidings of the Lord of
the Covenant!

2 It is morning, and I have remembered thee, given my heart
to thee, and stepped into the arena of utterance, that per-
chance what lies in the ocean of my heart may flow as ink
onto the meadow of these pages and become an interpreter of
conscience.

Alas! Alas! How can the pen inscribe and speak of this di-
vine reality, for the love of the friends in the heart and soul of
‘Abdu’l-Baha surges and flows like the mighty ocean. There-
fore it was deemed that mere allusion would be more fitting,
better and sweeter.

Accordingly, one photograph which you had requested has been
sent. And glory be upon the people of glory.
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ABO07919

To: Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush Ahdiyyih, in Shiraz

O servant of God! His honor the prince, Ghulam-Husayn -
without any pretense or affectation - that divine servant, in
his letter praised you and opened his tongue in tribute and
description, saying that you are a faithful servant of the divine
Cause and a sympathetic and harmonious supporter of the
friends of the All-Merciful.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07918

2 For the honored House you have presented two chandeliers and
six glass globes of utmost delicacy. This gift was most accept-
able and will be the means of attaining the desired end.

‘Abdu’l-Baha holds you in sincere affection and implores divine
confirmation for you from the threshold of the All-Glorious.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO7887

To: Munavvar sister of Bashir Ilahi, in Shiraz

O handmaiden of God! The favours of the Kingdom are bound-
less and limitless, and they are beyond question and vain imag-
ination. Therefore, male and female are one and the same, and
men and bridal handmaidens enjoy an equal station. The one
who advances more is nearer, and whoever is further enthused,
is closer. Therefore, O spiritual leaf, exert thyself and make
a special effort to become a maidservant at the Court of the
Single One and to repose in the shadow of the Merciful Lord.

And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB07918

To: Prince Muhibbali Mirza, in Shiraz

O Servant of God! Strive as much as thou art able to till the
soil of the human heart and water the garden of God.

The Hand of divine providence has planted a pure seed in
this garden of existence and verily this sacred seed shall surely
transform the earth, make the world a veritable paradise and
an ornament of the sublime heaven.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08398

The friends of God are like unto the husbandmen of this farm
and they should, to the utmost of their ability, water its soil
from the bountiful well-springs of God’s grace so that the di-
vine blessings of the one Creator may vouchsafe salvation to
the world and the light of Divinity may shine upon it and
the oneness of humankind may raise its banner over it and all
causes of estrangement and alienation may be removed from
it, and universal love may envelop humanity, in such wise that
this world may become a mirror of all the grace and bounty of
the Well-beloved of all the worlds.

N I e B P W R
k! dls b L 8y, O ad
aiz K b O jas b oS
3 33130 Je S 5wz el 5
A £ aepf o a3l S Ol
Se 5 553 Obe Db s cal Oler
INBAST:076a, INBA52:075a, MMK2#231

p.166, AKHA_133BE #18 p.a, RRT.032

ABO08398

To: Rajab Ali Khayyat, in Shiraz

My Lord and my Hope! Despite my excessive disobedience,
my abundant transgressions, and my manifold sins, I implore
the vastness of the gate of Thy mercy and take refuge at the
threshold of Thy oneness.

I intercede for Thy servant who believed in Thee and in Thy
verses, who entered beneath the shadow of Thy banners, and
who recognized Thy proofs and Thy clear signs.

O Lord! Forgive him the sins that proceeded from him, pardon
his misdeeds and transform them into good deeds. Clothe him
in the robes of bounty, grant him the gift of attaining Thy
presence, remove from him all veils, and cause him to enter
the scene of beauty, O my Most Exalted Lord!

Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08429

AB08303

To: Afnan, Khadijih Sultan wife of Mirza Aqa Afnan, in Shiraz

O blessed leaf! Give thanks that through the favors of the An-
cient Beauty thou hast come beneath the shade of the mighty
Standard and hast laid hold of the sure Handle and hast been
guided by the manifest Light.

Now is the time to hold fast with utmost firmness to the mighty
Covenant, that thou mayest remain steadfast upon the straight
path.

The honored Afnans are beneath the glance of His loving-
kindness and are embraced by infinite favors. Instructions have
been written to His honor Aga Mirza Aqa Afnan. It is hoped
from the Glorious Lord that they may be assisted to accom-
plish whatsoever is necessary in this day.

And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB08429

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Smyrna

O thou who art sheltered beneath the loving-kindness of God!
Thy letters were received and were the cause of spiritual joy
and delight. I hope that through the invisible confirmations,
thou mayest, from whatever door thou enterest, be confirmed
and assisted, and become so enkindled with the fire of God as
to set the world aflame. And this is not difficult for God.

2> He causeth a breeze to give life, and drops of rain to quicken
the mountains, plains and valleys. He maketh a wave to shine
forth, and a wick and oil to beam and gleam. When such
perfection is made manifest from that which is inanimate, how
much more wonderful must that which appeareth from man,
from the realm of spirit and conscience, prove to be!

Therefore, ask thou from the Lord of friends whatsoever thou
desirest.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) AB08022

AB08014

To: Yusif Usku’i, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Joseph of Canaan did sk el 22 b Ol Cawy Olg » Wb (&)
not attain to the heights of heaven until he was cast into the olgl o2 RIE )L;;f by dow s ole C’L'
depths of the well, and until he was made a captive and a
prisoner he did not enter the realm of eternal glory. Until he
tasted the bitterness of tribulation he did not shine above the
horizon of beauty and fairness, and until he bore the bitterness
of calamity he did not partake of the sweet honey of divine
favour.
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AB08022

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! b bl

At present, we are spending our days in the land of Egypt, in e Sl 3 OLL L aae S 55 0587
the utmost joy and fragrance, in remembrance of the friends. . R c‘J\’ Foo Olwss L, d\;‘ oL, s
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08306

To all the friends in Tabriz, from the intensity of my love, my
cup overfloweth, and I rise early at dawn to seek bounties from
the threshold of the Most Great Unity.
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AB12547

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! You are dear and respected at the
threshold of the Greatest Name. Be confident. I am pleased
with you, God is pleased with you.

If any of the friends writes something to you, they had no ulte-
rior motive, rather there was some deficiency in the expression.
The person in question was grateful to you, but had imagined
that perhaps you did not have complete confidence in them.
Therefore they had written that letter. Nevertheless, they be-
came very remorseful and apologized to me.

Write to me confidentially about certain matters. And upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB08306

To: Agha Jan, in Tihran

O leaf assured in the divine worlds and in the infinite realm!

The titles of Lordship and appellations of Divinity befit only
the court of the Most Glorious Beauty and the sublime thresh-
old of the Supreme Kingdom. These servants are effaced and
extinct in that Presence, nay less than a scattered atom. The
greatest title and most exalted appellation of this evanescent
one is ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

dL@?- DL} é\ }\}9 2 ‘\:io.b.ﬁ ’.'43)} 6\

Slas g
cgja ‘4:,..,{1& C,;A)H u\l‘\} C,:_\'{j) d\j& :
Sl Jel O Sle el faze 5 40l i
S b 2 el O s sle )
;\gw\,&@\@\o\y@m@s

181


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-68.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH3/mash3-77.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ganjiniy-i-khususiy-i-haj-amin.pdf

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11958

If you desire the joy of my soul, address me as ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
If you seek the gladness of my spirit, call out “O servant of
that Threshold!”

And I beseech God that you may remain firm and steadfast in
the Covenant and Testament.

5 And the Glory be upon you.
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AB11958

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O spiritual youth! Though you are from Milan, yet praise be
to God, you are a man of the arena and with heart and soul
you abide at the Threshold.

The photographs of His Holiness Badi’, may my soul be a sac-
rifice for his martyrdom, arrived, and likewise the photographs
of His Holiness the Most Pure Branch arrived, and beholding
them brought joy and fragrance.

I beseech God that you may ever be assisted to render ser-
vices at the Sacred Threshold, and God willing, you shall be
confirmed in that which is the ultimate goal and heart’s desire.

Be confident in the grace of the All-Merciful and rely upon
the bounty of the Covenant, for “Such is the bounty of God;
He bestoweth it upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the
Lord of great bounty.”
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08331

AB08047

To: Bagiruf, Abdu’llah et al., in Tihran

O blessed family! The radiance of the Sun of Truth hath fallen
upon that family and that household, that it may shine resplen-
dent forevermore. The lamp that the hand of divine bounty
hath lit shall remain bright and illumined throughout all ages.

I hope that this lamp may be preserved and protected within
the glass of the Covenant and Testament, and shine forth lu-
minous and resplendent in both worlds.

And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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AB08331

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran

O thou who art a compatible friend! Thy brother is completely
satisfied with thee and at the Sacred Threshold he constantly
beseecheth assistance and bounty for thee. In truth, he is ever
engaged in thoughts and mention of thee and doth not forget
thee for a moment.

When a brother is loving, this is verily a gift from the Lord,

but, God forbid, should he become cruel, it is a great calamity.

Now praise God that thy brother is engaged in remembering
thee in such a station and is accustomed to praying for thee.

May God increase your love, harmony, fellowship and affection.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08208

ABO7876

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O thou handmaid of God who art attracted to His fragrances!
His honor the Trustee is present and reminds this servant that
the handmaid of God who is near and successful, Fa’izih, re-
quests mention. Since the Trustee is thoroughly pleased with
you and insists, I was therefore compelled to write in my own
hand. In any case, in these days those regions have shown
remarkable receptivity. If the handmaids of the All-Merciful
achieve unity and oneness, associate with one another in love,
praise each other, arise to serve, and teach the Cause, an ex-
traordinary expansion will be achieved in a brief time. We long
with heart and soul for his honor Aqa Siyyid Sadiq.
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AB08208

To: Haji Abu’l-Qasim Dabbagh, in Tihran

O thou who art yearning for the pathway of the Friend! Glad
tidings upon glad tidings that thou art permitted to visit the
Court of Divine Oneness, and a thousand joyous tidings that
thou mayest don the pilgrim’s garb to circumambulate the holy
and purified Sanctuary.

However, this station of sanctification hath conditions for vis-
itation and requirements of servitude. Make thy heart pure,
thy countenance radiant, thy spirit rejoicing, and thy soul full
of spirit and fragrance, and set forth for the threshold of the
Best Beloved, for this station is the essence of sanctification
and the quintessence of unity.

Remove from thy heart every trace of the conditions of misbe-
lief, that the lights of this luminous horizon may shine upon
it.

And the Glory rest upon thee.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

033le 8 @ )let do Cags (68 Blte
4{ bé} J\ﬁ 9 é.:k C,:-\D\ og‘)b C)JLJ
Ser o ghe Fanyy Slsb al ~

o3l s Gk bs 2 1y s plas o) (ST
P PR | PR S
Lok, s oy lh Ola 5 s 1y,
A ru:,\{‘\euguu» og)a b
Ao g CSL"’ Sl A

O P BN ST ot 2Vl e
Al sl Ghs B oISl b

Se Ll

INBA17:164

184


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-68.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/286.pdf#page=297
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=166

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07898

ABO08015

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! It is some time since I
have written anything to thee, but even if there were a hundred
scribes available, they could not fulfill all the writing required.
If in every century one line were to be written, still many would
remain deprived of a reply. Consider, then, to what degree
love exists in the heart, that numerous and abundant letters
have been written to you until now. Despite this, thou sayest
“O my beloved, increase me!” so that thou mayest become
the manifestation of the verse “Verily, We have given thee the
Kawthar.”

Kawthar is a word derived from Kathrat, meaning abundance.
The divine Kawthar in this day is the sweet savour of holiness,
which bestoweth new life upon every soul.
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ABO07898

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran

Though this wanderer in the wilderness of God’s love has fallen
behind a hundred thousand mountains, plains and deserts, nev-
ertheless at this moment he has become, in the utmost joy and
fragrance, the companion of your remembrance and has under-
taken to write this letter.

Glory be to God! What mystery is this, and what yearning is
this, that despite the lack of outward nearness, there exists the
utmost fellowship and love of heart and soul! “Wert thou to
expend all that is on earth, thou could not have united their
hearts.”

We hope from the favors of the Divine Unity that you may be
successful and confirmed in all things, and from every direction
be satisfied and pleased.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB12815

AB08240

To: Ibrahim Piruzbakht Shafai, in Tihran

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance!

The rays of the Sun of Truth have risen like a luminous dawn
from the horizon of Iran. The light of guidance has been kin-
dled in the realm of heart and soul, casting its radiance upon
the glass of the heart and the niche of the temple. All have
been illumined thereby. It is hoped that day by day it may
grow brighter and more divine.

Consider what a brilliant crown thou hast been granted from di-
vine bounties, whose brilliant jewels are the gems of God’s guid-
ance that shall shine throughout ages and centuries. Therefore,
render thanks unto God.
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AB12815

To: Ilyahu Itaat, in Tihran

O pride of Israel, offspring of Jacob! In all the sacred Books
they were promised the Lord of Hosts and made a covenant
to bow down in adoration on that promised Day. Yet when
that luminous Orb appeared and that Witness arose in the
gathering, they turned away and grew heedless.

Give thanks to God that many of the Israelites of Iran have
arisen to fulfill the Covenant and Testament, and you are a
lamp in that gathering. Set hearts aflame with the fire of the
love of God, and at every moment engage in glorifying and
sanctifying the Lord of Hosts, and chant verses of praise and
attributes.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08194

ABO08383

To: Khadijih Sabbagh, in Tihran

O Lord! O Pure Creator! This verdant and fresh leaf which
hath grown in the gardens of Thy love and sprung forth from
the tree of providence in the orchard of Thy knowledge - her
eyes are fixed upon the horizon of Thine endless favors, and her
heart in the sanctuary of mysteries is intimate with, and the
companion and confidant of, those who are privy to mysteries.

From Thy most glorious Kingdom bestow confirmation upon
her, and from Thy most exalted Dominion grant her such suc-
cess that she may remain firm and steadfast in Thy Covenant
and Testament, and constant and unwavering in Thy compact
and faith.

O Lord! Aid her to achieve that which Thou lovest and which
pleaseth Thee. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Be-
stower.
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AB08194

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Bagi, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant of the Ancient Beauty
and the Most Great Name, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones!

His most great effulgence and manifestation was through
the light of the Covenant from the horizon of the Testament.
Therefore, in thanksgiving for this mighty bounty, we must
all arise in such servitude to the Manifest Beauty that the
eye of the horizons may be illumined, and the reality of
devotion, orientation and supplication become the light of this
gathering.

There is no station greater than this essence of guidance and
light of God-consciousness. Were ye to know the station of this
rank, faces would be dazzled at the Dawning-Place of Beauty
by a light that hath illumined the horizons.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08327

ABO08150

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Khan Doctor Munagjim, in Tihran

O beloved physician! If thou art indeed a skilled and able
healer, prescribe a healing medicine, for I am ailing; administer
a soothing remedy, for I am sorely afflicted. Bring peace and
tranquillity to my bereaved soul, and relieve the burning grief
that consumeth my being. Lay a balm upon my wounded heart,
and shed a sprinkling of healing waters upon my inflamed limbs
and organs. This servant’s ailment is his separation from the
Abha Beauty. The wound in his heart is his remoteness from
Him Who is the peerless Beloved. The illness afflicting his

soul is want of beholding that world-adorning Countenance.

The remedy he needeth is admission to the precincts of His

transcendent mercy and ascension unto the Abha Kingdom.

Grant, O Lord, that I may attain thereunto! The Glory of
Glories rest upon the people of Baha in the world to come.
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ABO08327

To: Mirza Haji Aqa, in Tihran

O longtime friend!

The letter which you had written to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid
Asadu’llah was noted. The details were and are known. It is
hoped that assistance will be rendered by the honored person
on behalf of the oppressed Mirza Ahmad ‘Ali Khan. All these
corruptions originated from Sadru’l-Bulaha. He was the root
of corruption and sedition, who had no rest day or night and
strove to render every friend friendless and every companion
despondent. In any case, be hopeful. Their difficult days will
certainly come to an end.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08113

ABO08305

To: Mother of Ibn Abhar, in Tihran

O honored leaf! Praise be to God, thou hast drunk from the
cup of guidance proffered by the Cup-bearer of divine favors,
and witnessed the dawning of the Sun of Truth from the hori-
zon of oneness. Thou art intoxicated with the wine of divine
knowledge and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament.

Thy services at the threshold of the Ancient Lord are estab-
lished and confirmed, and those of thy illustrious descendant
are firm, upright and enduring, never to be forgotten but rather
to be increasingly remembered with each passing moment, shin-
ing forth like a brilliant star.

Give thanks to God for having granted thee such an illustrious
descendant and for having honored and exalted thee thereby.
At every moment thanksgiving is required, and songs of praise
and glorification to the Lord of the Kingdom are incumbent
upon thee.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08113

To: Muhammad Bagir Khalajabadi, in Tihran

O thou who art bewildered in His path! The Most Great Name
and the Ancient Beauty shed His effulgence upon the horizons
of all peoples, and through this dawning the kingdom of exis-
tence was illumined and made resplendent, and the dusty earth
became the envy of the ethereal sphere. Some possessed a pure
reality and were recipients of these universal outpourings, and
like luminous crystal the heat of the Sun so influenced their es-
sential nature that they acquired the heat of the ether. Others
received but a reflection and a ray, while some were entirely de-
prived. Praise be to God that thou didst receive an abundant
portion of this bounty and a brimming cup from this Fountain
of divine favor.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7975

AB08296

To: Nanih Aqa, mother of Muhammad Ali Kashani et al., in Tihran

...Thou hast asked concerning Ghadir-i-Khum. The story of
Ghadir-i-Khum is as follows:

On the occasion of the farewell pilgrimage at Ghadir-i-Khum,
situated between Mecca and Medina, the Apostle of God seized
‘Ali’s sash and, raising him up, said: “O people! Whoever hath
Me as his Lord, let this ‘Ali be his Lord. O God! Succour them
that succour him, oppose them that oppose him, assist them
that assist him and abase them that abase him.” Thereupon,
those present praised ‘Ali and acknowledged his station. Even
‘Umar exclaimed: “O ‘Ali, blessed art thou, verily thou art
my lord and the lord of all believers, both men and women.”
However, later they forgot all this.
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ABO07975

To: Rahim son of Khalil Tabib Arjumand, in Tihran

O thou who art near to the Threshold of the Almighty! Ob-
serve the infinite bounty, that He hath caused thee to enter
this place of grace and made thee to drink from the fountain
of guidance. He hath filled thee to overflowing with the wine of
understanding, so that thou didst set forth proofs and estab-
lish evidence and show forth the path, that those inebriated
with the wine of longing might become intoxicated with the
overflowing cup, and that the wayfarers on the path might
discover the truth and, through clear proof and manifest ev-
idence, might drink of the wine of faith and certitude. This
is the most great gift, the bounty of the Divine Unity, and is
worthy of infinite thanksgiving.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB07912

ABO08016

To: Rahmani, Ibrahim Musavvar et al., in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the
Testament!

Praise be to God that thou art ever engaged in service and cast
the net of guidance into the sea of bounty to catch the fish of
divine bestowals. Thy service at the Threshold of Oneness is
the cause of the illumination of thy countenance and the joy
of thy heart. This is the fruit of existence in this world of
non-existence.

I hope that through the invisible confirmations thou mayest be-
come increasingly confirmed, take further steps forward, and
show the utmost zeal in this charitable assistance and in ar-
ranging and organizing its expenses.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB07912

To: Rida Khan son of Fadlullah, in Tihran

O thou servant of God! Thou hast drunk from the breast of
providence the milk of divine guidance, and been nurtured in
the embrace of that loving mother, and grown and developed
in the cradle of bounty. Now, praise be to God, thou hast
attained unto the station of maturity and adulthood.

Maturity and adulthood mean to be enkindled with the fire of
the love of God and to be attracted to the divine fragrances.
This is proof of intelligence and perfection, for this light is
resplendent from every direction with brilliant rays, and is a
sign of perfect intelligence and mature understanding.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) ABO07880

AB07883

To: Sadr Munajjimi, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! I read your letter and was affected by (.\;b jL il g el and Alael
your sorrow. You are under My watchful care and protection —cile L Lpgde 5 sy 5 b o
and are the object of the favoring grace Aof the All-Merciful g\, 8 e g el L;ute 5 O
Lord. Be confident in the bounty of the Ancient Beauty and - “a T T

A2e Sliwl OL e
take refuge at His holy Threshold, the Lord of Grace. ‘{'5 e ’ ?

Divine confirmation from every direction encompasses the , &b &ail\ slel Jolo g 8 3) 5
maidservants of the Most Merciful who are firm in the » pAS 3 S Do 5 O 5 Cuillsy
Covenant, and the aid and protection of the King of existence olsy ;) A sty ta
accompanies every leaf who is steadfast in the Covenant of

the Lord of Yazdan.

Be not sorrowful, be not grieved. Place your trust in the Ever- ):3 & Jle J{ 5 Pl paere Fle Oy 0
Living, Self-Subsisting Beauty and cling to the most pure hem . 1y, .z & bl J*:j 5 oS
of the King of the intended goal. This is the ultimate aspiration uu,, QG);; Slalz bl JUT b

of the sincere maidservants and assured leaves.
MKT?7.056b

AB07880

To: Shahhanshah Baygum mother of Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

O handmaid of God! When the light of revelation shone forth =28 b *64,3 , 45 é;. O el ¢l
upon the summit of Sinai, the eyes of those in their graves —*ods &£y 558 45 *odalin ;48 ol L)
could not behold that light. Rather, only the eyes of those who  Jl. %55; SEA s ey b L;; !
recognized the Manifestation and Revelation became illumined BYS- S P U IR S P IS
and radiant. Now consider how many women d.erll upon the Al S :};\ S ebo s i Jal
dusty earth, yet those possessed of insight and vision are rarer Sle e 4 Llé‘ 8 S5 e
than red sulphur. Therefore render thanks that thou art among G Ut - € L

those few, and art firmly attached and devoted to the Blessed A e "’ch o2 - M
Beauty both in private and in public, art the recipient of His ey Sl e Gl
gracious regard and the manifestation of His favors and mercy.

And upon thee be glory. S el -
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) ABO7917
AB08309

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran

O assured leaf! 4840 245,y (5

Praise be to God that from the beginning of life thou wert
guided, and didst witness all thy kith and kin honored and
cherished beneath the shade of His Divine Oneness. The glance
of providence ever encompassed thee, and the grace and mercy
of the One God was complete. Thou wert the recipient of
favors and the dawning-place of assistance, the dayspring of
the mercy of Him Who possesseth wondrous attributes.

I hope that thou and thy children will ever remain firm and
steadfast through the aid and favor of the Lord of Bestowals,
and continue steadfast in His Cause until the end shall become
a fresh beginning of divine favors.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO07917

To: Shukrullah brother of Fadlullah, in Tihran

O thou servant of God! Praise be to God that thou art related
to one who was renowned for service at the Most Holy Court
and known for servitude at the Threshold. At the first dawning
of the light he became illumined by its radiant effulgence, and
at the beginning of the Call he uttered the word “yea.” He
became so intoxicated with the wine of “Am I not your Lord?”
that, dancing and clapping and waving his arms, he rushed
to the field of sacrifice and gave up his life in the path of the
Beloved. He set from the horizon of this world and, like the
morning star, rose from the dawning-place of the Kingdom.

And upon thee be glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08341

AB08209

To: Siyyid Hamzih, in Tihran

O thou who doth yearn for the Kingdom of Glory! The bird of
gracious bounty winged its way from its retreats in the divine
Realm. It traversed all the stations of existence till it came
upon its abode in the world of humanity. And here it nestled
within the sanctuary of thy heart.

This is the bird of God, reared by His own hand, the royal
falcon on the arm of the true Sovereign. Treasure it and cherish
its love within your heart, that thou mayest become a hunter
and catch thy quarry.

For this bird has a beak of finely tempered steel, forged from
the iron extracted from the mystic mines; it has brazen talons
that are deadly to its prey. Ponder this to comprehend the
true intent.

May the Glory rest upon thee.
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AB08341

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran, Teaching Committee

O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! How excellent, how excellent is
your state, for ye are occupied with service and though despised
by those who deny the Truth, ye are filled with abundant joy.
Ye have opened your tongues in teaching and speak with elo-
quent utterance, presenting proofs and evidences of the Beauty
of the Intended One to all eyes, and chanting with most won-
drous melodies into the ears of the seekers. Ye are confirmed
and assisted, fragrant and illumined, honored and respected.
Ye are the beloved ones of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and those drawn nigh
to the Court of Grandeur. At every moment ye should offer a
hundred thousand thanksgivings that, praise be to God, each
one of you hath established a dwelling at the Divine Threshold.
Upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7877

ABO08300

To: Sughra wife of Muhammad Khan Sarhang, in Tihran

O thou pure leaf! May my life be a sacrifice to the Ancient
Beauty!

The handmaidens who are mentioned in His presence are those
who burn like true candles, who are constantly in motion like
the mighty ocean, who are stirred up like the surging breeze
and are the signs of attraction to the Abha Kingdom, the ban-
ners of desire lifted high in the sky. They are the ones who
shed tears of joy for the love of Baha’u’llah, like the clouds in
springtime; they are the ones whose faces are wreathed with
smiles like a flash of lightening.

But such as show signs of depression, misery, silence, and inac-
tivity, these handmaidens are the ones who will be veiled from
recognizing Him.

Give the newly pure leaf the true original name of Amatu’l-
Baha and the common name among people of Fatimih.
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ABO7877

To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! O maidservant of Baha! His honor
the Martyr, son of the Martyr, mentioned you in his petition
and requested a blessing. This servant, through the special
bounty of the Most Great Name of the Abha Beauty, is always
anticipating that this maidservant of the Abha Beauty will
kindle such a fire amongst the handmaidens of the All-Merciful
that she may become a center of the warmth of the love of God.

God’s grace towards you is great, very great, and the favors of
the Blessed Beauty encompass that family which is firm in the
ancient Covenant. Therefore be glad and joyous that you are
under the shade of the favors of the King of existence.
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ABO07950

AB07889

To: Wife of Mirza Ghulam-Ali, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Although thou wert not present in
body at this Threshold, yet in spirit thou art, God willing,
present at all times. They made mention of thee at this Court,
engaged in remembrance of thee, and requested that mention
be made on thy behalf.

Consider, then, in what place they remembered thee—a place
round which circle the Concourse on High in their longing to be
mentioned and around which the angels of the realm of might
revolve in praise. Reflect how they showed such love toward
thee, that thou mayest know to what degree the bonds of love
exist between hearts.

And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB07950

To: Zaynu’l-Abidin Sarvistani, in Tihran

O thou servant of the Ancient Beauty! Praise be to God that
thou hast been enabled to express thy servitude to this servant,
and through this tribute and praise hast brought the utmost
joy, delight and gladness to this longing heart.

“Whence comes this minstrel who hath spoken my name?
‘Abdu’l-Baha is my name, truth my aim!”

In any case, thy verses, in view of their encompassing this firm
and established truth, proved most acceptable and pleasing.
And may the Glory rest upon thee and upon every poet who
speaketh of my servitude unto God, and my self-effacement,
abasement and contrition at His exalted threshold.
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ABO07901

ABO08110

To: Zibandih Thamari, in Tihran

O thou who art adorned and blessed with a joyful heart! Thou
art an acceptable and discerning handmaiden at the Thresh-
old of the Beloved. Due to thy extreme joy in the holy and
delightful fragrances, offer a hundred thousand thanks at every
moment to the Sacred Threshold that thou art characterized
by firmness in the Covenant and known for thy pure love for
the All-Merciful. His Holiness the Branch, in whose nurturing
embrace thou wast raised, is the unique goodly fruit and the
pearl of the shell of firmness in the Covenant. At the Sacred
Threshold he is an accepted, near and distinguished star of
effulgence. Therefore render thanks that thou art a manifesta-
tion of the favors of His Holiness the One and a dawning-place
of the signs of attention from His Holiness the Single One. And
upon thee be Glory.
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AB07901

To: Badii, Haji Mirza Ali son of Mimar, in Tihran

O falcon of the heaven of the love of God! Now is the time
for flight and the discovery of divine mysteries. Now is the
hour for beseeching and supplicating Him. Strive, with all thy
might, to spread thy wings, to go forth and hunt and catch
thy prey, that thou mayest win thy place upon the arm of
the Sovereign of the Kingdom and soar in the expanse of the
atmosphere of the rose garden of the Living God, the Eternal.
Wert thou to know what bounty surroundeth thee and what
grace is attainable, thou wouldst, of a certainty, leave thy body
and become mere spirit, forsake this world of dust and become
a star of the highest heavens.

And upon thee be Glory.
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ABO08275

AB07913

To: Majidi, Farajullah son of Muhammad Mihdi, in Tihran

O thou servant of God! Beseech God that thou mayest become,
in this Most Great Cycle, the means of relief to the hearts of
the loved ones of God and a source of solace and expansion to
the breasts of His true friends.

If thou wert to know what station is held at the Divine Thresh-
old by children and youth who are set ablaze with the fire of
the love of God and by elderly ones who are drawn unto God,
thou wouldst bow thy head in prostration and spend night and
day in thanksgiving to the Lord of Hosts.

And now my weary hand hath caused the pen to cry out, and
the ink complaineth, saying: “It is enough!” For from sunrise
until now this pen hath been in motion. Therefore we conclude,
and the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08275

To: Mavaddat, Inayatullah son of Abdur-Rahim, in Tihran

... Thou dost yearn for the power to teach - this yearning is the
highest aspiration of the sincere ones. Assuredly, the perfect
soul desires the greatest of all things in the world of existence,
and today the most radiant and resplendent star is the teaching
of the Cause of God. Whosoever is confirmed in this is drawn
near to the Threshold of Grandeur.

> Therefore, look not to thine own capacity and capability.
Rather, when teaching, turn thy face to the Abha Kingdom,
seek divine confirmations, and with perfect assurance and
power, open thy tongue and speak whatsoever is inspired
in thy heart. Be not disheartened by the objections and
opposition of the antagonists, nor be discouraged. The more
they object, the more firmly shouldst thou respond....
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ABO07902

AB07932

To: Mirza Ali Khan, in Van

O Mirza ‘Ali Khan! O servant of the Threshold of the Ancient
Beauty! This most great title is the best of all titles, and this
distinguished name is the sweetest of beginnings and endings.
Therefore have I addressed thee thus, that the meaning of the
Book may be made manifest, and thou mayest drink from this
cool and refreshing spring, and surge and roar like unto the
sea, and strive to diffuse the sweet savors of God, for thou art
possessed of knowledge and understanding. Upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.

Convey to all the divine friends in Van the utmost spirit and
fragrance and the heart’s greetings and soul’s salutations from
‘Abdu’l-Baha, for their remembrance and mention brings so-
lace to the heart and conscience. Upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory.
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AB07902

To: Children of the martyrs, in Yazd

O remnants of those effulgent lights! O children of those taber-
nacles of holiness! O remembrances of those resplendent spir-
its!

Although your distinguished fathers surrendered their souls
in the field of glorious martyrdom, hastened away from the
abyss of this sordid world of dust unto the lofty heights of the
Abha Kingdom, and raised the banner of the most great bounty
among the Concourse on high, ye have not been left behind,
forsaken and lonely. Although your fathers have ascended unto
the realms above, Almighty God, more affectionate than a fa-
ther, is ever present. Indeed could ye but know how dear ye
are in the presence of your true and heavenly Father, ye would
stretch forth your wings and take your flight.
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And upon ye, O loved ones of God, be His glory!
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ABO08137

To: Fatimih mother of Aqa Ali, in Yazd

O thou shell of that radiant pearl! In the blessed verse of the
Qur’an, addressing the loved ones of the All-Merciful, He saith:
“Ye shall never attain to righteousness unless ye give of that
which ye love.” That which is most precious is most worthy of
being sacrificed. A precious possession, not a worthless thing,
is fit to be offered up. The most precious of all things is a
piece of one’s liver, especially a son in the sight of his father
and mother. Give thanks unto God that thou didst sacrifice
the most precious of things in the path of God and didst offer
up the light of thine eyes. How fortunate thou art, therefore,
and how favored and honored at the Divine Threshold!
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ABO08310

To: Fatimih Sughra sister of Aqa Ali, in Yazd

O thou maidservant who hath attained unto certitude!

There is no permanence for humankind in this dust heap of
a mortal world, for we are in reality birds of the divine rose
garden and inmates of the meadows of the Kingdom.

Human beings are of two kinds in this dismal place of dust:
some are like those earth-bound birds who besmirch their feath-
ers and wings with mud and soil and are deprived of the power
of soaring to the zenith of ancient glory. These are they that
bear witness to the verse “Then do We abase him to the lowest
of the low.”
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ABO08138

The other kinds of birds are those that spread their wings of
holiness and soar in the divine path as martyrs to the life-giving
realms of God.
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AB08229

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd

O thou who art attracted to that Celestial Beloved! In Paris
thy remembrance is my companion and intimate friend, though
there is no opportunity to write. Nevertheless, my heart and
soul are so enamoured of the friends that I write involuntarily,
for the friends in Yazd have played such a game of sacrifice in
the path of the Beloved that they have made themselves dear
to the Concourse on High. Convey my longing greetings to all.
Night and day I supplicate and beseech at the Threshold of the
Self-Sufficing Lord, seeking new confirmations and bounties for
the friends. I have no more time to write.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Whatever was sent through Jenab-i-Aqa Ahmad has been re-
ceived.
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AB08138

To: Shahrbanu mother of Ali Asghar and Hasan, in Yazd

O thou chaste pearl! Although that unique and heavenly pearl,
that kingly jewel, hath been removed from the necklace of this
corporeal life, he hath become a lustrous gem on the diadem
of ancient glory and is shining with the utmost brilliance.

The rubies of Badakhshan, crimson garnets, pearls, and corals
are worthy of the crowns of kings, but divine solicitude hath
delivered that luminous gem from all earthly misery and set
him upon the crown of the Sovereign of the world of sanctity.
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ABO08357

Wherefore, lift up thine eyes, turn thy gaze toward the King-
dom of Abha, and behold that heavenly pearl shining radiantly
upon the diadem of everlasting majesty.
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AB12565

To: Shaykh Ali Yazdi (Khurtum)

O thou who art sincere in the Cause of God! What thou hadst
written was noted.

In truth, for some time it had been in mind to compose a Vis-
itation Tablet for that martyr in the path of God, but “affairs
are dependent upon their appointed times.” Therefore, when
thy letter arrived, the Visitation Tablet was written and is
being sent.

Upon receipt of the Visitation Tablet, the loved ones of God
should, on behalf of this servant, proceed to the place of mar-
tyrdom of that wronged one and recite that Visitation Tablet.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08357

To: Sultan Baygum Afnan, in Yazd

O luminous leaf! Although this calamity was a grievous catas-
trophe and a supreme affliction, that blessed leaf must look to
the supreme horizon and the Abha Kingdom.

After the setting of the Sun of Baha, every ascension is a bound-
less gift and every passing to the precincts of the Most Great
Mercy is a blessing. Departure from this world is, for those
who thirst with longing, like arriving at sweet waters, and for
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ABO08037

lovers who have lost their way, like reaching the Ka’bih of their
desire in the Abha Kingdom.

Therefore, lamentation must be transformed into thankfulness,
and wailing and crying into praise and glorification. Upon thee
be greetings and praise!
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ABO08311

To: Wife of Haji Muhammad Rida, in Yazd

O faithful leaf! His honor the Trustee gazeth upon thee from
the manifest horizon and, with a countenance radiant as a bril-
liant star, rising and shining forth, he crieth out: O light of
mine eyes! Show forth strength and power in the Covenant of
the Sovereign of Heaven, and in the gathering of the handmaid-
ens of the All-Merciful, like unto a sweet-singing nightingale,
compose a melody to the Covenant and with a loud voice pro-
claim: This is the Covenant of the Ancient Beauty and the
Testament of the Most Great Name!

2 This is the effulgence of the Sun of Truth and the radiant beam
of the Luminary in the heaven of divinity. Count it not easy,
deem it not light. And upon thee be glory.
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ABO08037

To: Mirza Husayn Mishkin Qalam, in Cyprus

O beloved of the hearts of them that yearn, thy letter, dated
the seventh of Shaban, was received...

In Constantinople a strange seizure and arrest hath taken place.
That same chief of police, even as he dealt with the loved ones
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AB08436

of God, hath been made to suffer, in his own regard, a hun-
dredfold more grievously. The difference is this: whatsoever
befell the loved ones of God was endured in the path of God,
and this is a mighty triumph such as the eye of creation hath
never beheld its like, for they had committed neither fault nor
transgression, nor had they been guilty of treachery.

“His only crime was this, that he was fair of face and open of
brow;

What crime had Joseph, save his beauty?”

But these inhabitants of this mortal dust, whether ministers or
others, have, by reason of treachery and theft, been overtaken
by this supreme calamity and chastised with this most great
punishment....
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AB08436

To: Aga Muhammad Rida (Eqypt)

O thou who hast laid hold on the Most Great Cord! When the
Manifest Light shone forth from the Most Exalted Horizon,
it illumined the hearts of the sincere ones with the light of
certitude, and verses of assurance descended upon the souls
and consciousness of the yearning ones.

But the people of doubt increased day by day in their skep-
ticism regarding the circumstances of the Manifestation and
the Unseen, until they reached the station of “deaf, dumb and
blind.”

It is well known that the sweet fragrance of the rose garden be-
cometh the cause of comfort and assurance to the tested believ-
ers, and causeth the melodious nightingale to be stirred with
joy - not the oppressive dung beetle nor the shameless crow.
Therefore give thanks that thou art a bird of this meadow,
and not a crow or raven.
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ABO08175

ABO08017

To: Haji Ali Tabrizi, in Egqypt

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! What thou hadst writ-
ten was noted. The meanings were wondrous, and the proofs
powerful and clear and evident. Give thanks to God that thou
hast been assisted to establish proof of the firmness of the
Covenant.

May God grant eyes to the blind and bestow ears upon the
deaf. “Canst thou make the deaf to hear, though they will
not hearken? Canst thou guide the blind, though they will not
see?”

In any case, God willing, it shall be properly considered, for
the multitude of occupations and difficulties did not allow for
detailed examination. In truth, the contents are exquisite.

And upon thee be the Glory!
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ABO08175

To: Wife of Amir (Shiraz), in Iran

O handmaiden of God! Thou art dear in the threshold of
God for thou hast attained to this new bounty, hast received
a portion and share from the ocean of favors, and hast sought
a mighty portion from the bestowals of the All-Merciful Lord.
This is from the effects of the mercy of the Lord and the special
favors of the All-Glorious One.

Supplicate God that thou mayest make the young women of
that tribe handmaidens of the threshold of the Mighty Lord,
so that, being nurtured in the embrace of that handmaiden
of God’s training, they may become near to the threshold of
the All-Glorious and day and night may loose their tongues
in glorification and praise, and arise in thanksgiving for the
bounty of the All-Merciful.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12566

To: Ali Asghar Shirazi, in Palestine

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Praise be to the Most Great Unity that thy face hath been
illumined by the light of guidance, that thou hast become in-
toxicated with the overflowing cup of bounty, and that thou
hast traversed this far distance until thou didst arrive at the
Center of Light, didst touch thy forehead to the ground, and
didst perfume thy sense and spirit with the fragrant and holy
dust.

Now, placing thy trust in God, return and occupy thyself with
service to the loved ones of God. Consider this service a bounty
and regard this favor as great, for servitude to the loved ones
of God is sovereignty in the world of reality and freedom in
both worlds.

And upon thee be Glory!
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ABO08106

To: Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Palestine

O visitor to the precincts circled by the Concourse on High!
Blessed art thou for having attained the honor of visiting the
Sacred Shrine. Blessed art thou for having been privileged to
enter the consecrated Threshold. By God, the Truth! The

angels nearest to God yearn for this bounty.

Now that thou hast been the recipient of these favors, in grati-
tude for this bestowal, in whatever land or region thou mayest
pass through, perfume the nostrils and sweeten the senses with
the musk-diffusing fragrance of the gazelles of the wilderness
of the love of God. And on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, give to all
the glad-tidings of the favors of the Most Glorious Beauty.

O Lord! Make easy the hopes of this servant and grant his
request. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Be-
stower, the Kind One.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08446

ABO08165

To: Zumurrud daughter of Ardishir, in Palestine

O Farrukh! Thou hadst a blessed destiny, for thou didst fi-
nally hasten to the Sacred Threshold, and at that pure Court
didst prostrate thyself upon the dust, and with thy perfumed
and musk-scented hair didst brush the dust of that Thresh-
old, making thy luminous brow to shine. Give thanks unto
God that thou wert assisted to attain such a bounty and wert
distinguished by such a favor. Well is it with thee!

Convey my message and greetings to the kind Surush. I be-
seech the All-Knowing God that thou mayest become a fresh
and verdant sapling in the divine garden, that thou mayest be
nurtured and become fruitful. May her soul be well-pleased.
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AB08446

To: Baha’is of the East

Consider how ‘Abdu’l-Baha forgot all thoughts and mentions
and turned his face towards the countries and empires, cities
and villages, mountains and deserts of the West. Day and
night he was engaged in teaching the Cause and conveying the
Message.

The principle upon which his trip throughout Europe and
America was directed was this verse: “O God! Make all my
ideals and thoughts One Ideal and One Thought, and suffer
me to attain to an eternal, unchangeable condition in Thy
Service!”

He sought no rest, neither did he breathe one breath of comfort.
Notwithstanding the weakness of constitution, the infirmity of
the body and the nervous fever, every night I was in a city,
and each day among a community. Although at times I could
not speak one word before large audiences, I delivered lengthy
addresses. Working in this manner shall bear fruit.

SW_ v05#01 p.007, SW_ vO7#10 p.098
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11964

ABO08153

To: Abdu’llah

O young and lowly servant! Although thou art but a tender
sapling in the garden of the love of the Most Great Oneness,
yet we cherish strong hopes that, through the great bounty
and profound favor of the Lord, the Gracious One, thou wilt
become a fruitful tree in the meadow and garden of the knowl-
edge of God, and wilt become a crimson tulip, growing and
flourishing and casting a far-reaching shade.

Though thou art young, yet in the divine Kingdom thou shalt
become great. Though thou art small in the eyes of the people
of the world and in the gatherings of the faithful, yet thou shalt
become mighty. Thou shalt be a sign of the loving-kindness of
the Lord, the Creator, and a lamp in the assemblage of the
love of the All-Forgiving.

Thou shalt become the light of thy father’s eyes and the con-
solation of thy mother’s heart. Thou shalt grow up and be
nurtured in the love of God. And upon thee be glory!
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AB11964

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab son of Mulla Ali Akbar

O descendant of the martyr in God’s path! The honored Us-
tad watered a tree with his pure blood whose roots are firm
in the earth and whose branches reach to heaven. Through
the passing of centuries and ages, in autumn and spring and
summer and winter, it remains full of leaves and fruit, and in
the utmost freshness and grace it is filled with blossoms and
flowers. And that is the tree of the Most Great Martyrdom.
Soon the rustling of that tree will set the East and West in
motion.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07895

AB07894

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O thou trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Thy numerous letters
were received and, despite the lack of time, were read with
the utmost care, for their contents were all in accordance with
reality.

As that steadfast and trusted one hath no thoughts of self
and no desires of his own, but rather is utterly self-effacing
and completely sacrificing, he praiseth the friends of God and
offereth prayers for the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. He
hath no complaint against anyone, nor doth he relate tales to
defame any soul. Therefore is he assisted, confirmed, drawn
nigh, and tested.

Regarding the handmaiden of God Hakimih Khanum, have
absolutely no doubts: all the members of the household are
pleased with her, and she is most grateful. Rest thou assured.
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AB07895

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O My trusted one! Thou knowest how devoted a soul was
His Holiness Ismu’llah al-Asdaq, upon him be the Glory of
God, the Most Glorious, and to what extent he served the

Sacred Threshold, and how pure, sincere and radiant he was.

Therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha penned a Tablet of Visitation for that
illustrious personage, to be recited at his pure resting-place.

However, during this period his luminous grave has not been
constructed such that the Tablet of Visitation could be read
there, for if someone from outside were to pass by the grave,
they would not recognize it. Therefore, if possible, you yourself,
and if not possible then Jinab-i-Shahid Ibn-i-Asdaq, should go
to Hamadan and spend two hundred tumans on constructing
that refined grave.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) AB12549
AB12548

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Amin, servant of ‘Abdu’l-Bahal! sllie el (!

> His honor Sadru’s-Sudur has hastened to the divine realm.

During his lifetime, he rendered great and self-sacrificing ser-
vices. He opened his tongue in teaching and engaged in edu-
cating the new believers of God. Praise be to God, he trained
peerless saplings in the Abha Paradise who, after him, will
loose their tongues in teaching and deliver eloquent discourses.
Blessed is he and excellent is his final abode! Glad tidings to
him and most excellent reward! Upon him be the Most Glori-
ous Glory, and mercy, and praise, and peace and greetings.

Continue to deliver his lifetime allowance to his family and
dependents after him so that they may not be left in need.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

52 s ks A Ol ypadll e O e
sy Qlble Sless (Lol JEW5 L
Gl S5 gl 5 2528l 0L
Sl GUl: o) oo s i abl e,
L A 0L 5100 dy § 508 s
Sl o s d gsb b il 0L
ey eV T ey Ol el 5 4
oSl 5 33l S,

ok 0L ) an 1y Ol Sl #U) (s e
wl e bl olalle

L e

AMIN.091-092

AB12549

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Your partner and associate Jinab-i-
Aqga Mirza Mihdi Khan is now present and requests that this
letter be written. Despite my endless compelling occupations,
I have undertaken to write so that you may know that your
partner is dear to you, and although you know this with cer-
tainty, I nevertheless emphasize that the aforementioned Khan
is truly devoted and self-sacrificing and is your genuine partner
and associate. Through the grace of the Lord God, I hope that
you both will be with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in all worlds.

Give glad-tidings of the grace and bounty of the Blessed Beauty
to the respected handmaiden Daji’.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08205

ABO08315

To: Ahmad Nabilzadih Qazvini

O thou who art the remembrance of that divine martyr!

Although that bird of the garden of truth hath winged its flight
to the eternal nest and built its nest upon the divine Lote-Tree
of the presence of the One True God, praise be to God, this bird
of the branches of guidance hath been left as a remembrance
for the beloved friends, that his character and loving nature
and heart-attracting qualities may be manifest and present in
the gathering of the friends, and that he may become the man-
ifestation of his signs and attributes.

Blessed art thou, and blessed is thy father who giveth thee life
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from the Most Glorious Kingdom! Y
Glory be to my Most Exalted Lord! JeI ‘_;) Olowaus
And may the Glory rest upon thee and upon all who are firm Skl e b :}{ Jo s Sle el
in the Covenant.
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AB08205
To: Ali Akbar Mustasharul-Hukama
O spiritual counselor! Al lils &

Teaching young children is like unto gardening in the divine
gardens. Children must be made to grow and develop like
seedlings beside the stream of knowledge and wisdom, and with
the utmost kindness must be nurtured like pearls within the
shell of truth and meaning, so that through the bounty of arts
and sciences they may grow and develop, becoming fruitful
trees bearing sweet fruits of the mysteries of existence and
adorning the rose garden and meadow.

Therefore strive with all your being to become a gardener in
this garden and to design pathways of flowers of inner meaning
therein.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07994

AB07960

To: Ali Aqa Husayn son of Hasan Al-Musavi

O servant of God! ‘Abdu’l-Baha hath heard thy sighing and
lamentation. He is intimate to thine anguish and a partner in
thy grief, and he humbly supplicates and offers this prayer to
the Court of Oneness:

O Sun of Truth and Essence of Divinity! Play upon these lowly
servants of Thine, merge us together in the fire of love, make
us intimate companions, of one breath and one voice, until
we raise up such a melody in the garden of longing that this
contingent world will be set into commotion thereby. Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful, and Thou art the Giver, the
Incomparable.
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AB07994
To: Ali Arbab Shirvani
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! ole b (!

Praise be to God that the teaching gathering hath been
adorned and souls have turned in attraction to the Kingdom
of the Supreme Concourse. Every gathering that becometh
a teaching assembly is a sign of the Supreme Concourse and
is, in truth, the highest paradise, for divine knowledge is a
heavenly feast and divine guidance an eternal bounty.

Beseech God that the table of bounty may ever be spread and
that the heavenly feast may cause every dispirited one to be-
come enkindled. T implore God to assist thee in all aspects and
conditions.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

sl ony e GBS Ll o5 ae
§ L 00 dUl e 0 Se o0
T R N R B I e
5 il f0le A OB e 1) oy ki
dlasle Can Gl Syl

0378 o)y Coami Ol £ ol las )
03 bl 5 g 3 i sl Fokle 5 55§
alep b o

S e e

AKHA 133BE #07 p.a

212


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/BN/bn-201.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO7871

AB08068

To: Mirza Yahya Kalimi and Mirza Nabi

O two brothers! In the firmament of the world there exist the
Two Figures - called Gemini in Arabic - bright and radiant.
Therefore, you two brothers should likewise shine forth like
the Two Figures and the illumined moon in the horizon of the
love of God.

I swear by the Educator of the world that souls who are firm
and steadfast are so confirmed that the Concourse on High offer
praise: “Exalted is the power of Truth in that He hath today
raised up souls who, like an impregnable fortress, preserve the
religion of God, defend the stronghold of the Covenant, and
diffuse the fragrances of God. Blessed are they, then blessed
are they!”
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ABO07871

To: Ammih mother of Mirza Muhammad et al.

O ye handmaids of the Lord! In this century—the century
of the Almighty Lord—the Daystar of the Realms above, the
Light of Truth, shineth in its meridian splendor and its rays
illuminate all regions. For this is the age of the Ancient Beauty,
the day of the revelation of the might and power of the Most
Great Name—may my life be offered up as a sacrifice for His
loved ones.

In the ages to come, though the Cause of God may rise and
grow a hundredfold and the shade of the Sadratu’l-Muntaha
shelter all mankind, yet this present century shall stand unri-
valled, for it hath witnessed the breaking of that Morn and the
rising of that Sun. This century is, verily, the source of His
Light and the dayspring of His Revelation. Future ages and
generations shall behold the diffusion of its radiance and the
manifestations of its signs.

Wherefore, exert yourselves, haply ye may obtain your full
share and portion of His bestowals.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08280
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AB08092

To: Aga Ghulam-Ali et al.

O true friends! In this moment when the breath of the All-
Merciful from the Abha Kingdom hath perfumed the nostrils
of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, I began to make mention of you. Consider in
what a blessed moment I became occupied with your remem-
brance.

I swear by the face and character of the Abha Beloved that my
heart is so enraptured and attracted by the love of the friends
that I cannot describe it. And I beseech His ancient grace
and all-encompassing favor to kindle such a fire of love in your
hearts and souls that, like His lowly servant ‘Abdu’l-Baha, you
may set the world ablaze with its flame and make steadfast and
firm every wavering soul.

And the glory of God rest upon the people of Baha.
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AB08280

To: Aga Ghulam-Ali son of the Pilgrim

O sapling of the garden of faith! Every tree receives its ver-
dancy and vitality from a bounty, and every meadow its fresh-
ness from a dewdrop. The sapling in the material garden re-
ceives its vitality from the outpouring of rain, but the sapling
of the divine garden receives its freshness and verdancy from
the bestowals of the Lord. The meadow of vegetation receives
its freshness from the dew, but the rose-garden of the heart re-
ceives its delicacy from the outpouring of the sea of the Ancient
Beauty.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08246

Therefore, through divine bestowal and the outpouring of the
rain of the All-Merciful, seek extraordinary freshness and del-
icacy, that thou mayest become full of leaves and fruits, and
unfold blossoms and flowers. This is achieved through the gift
of firmness and steadfastness in the Covenant.
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AB08246
To: Aga Mirza Hasan (Ishqabad) Sadiquf
O thou who art firm in God! Al e o

At all times thou hast been and art the object of the glance
of loving-kindness of the Blessed Beauty. Be thou confident,
at peace and serene. Beseech God that in all conditions thou
mayest be successful in attaining His good-pleasure and be
content with His decree.

This world, in whatever state it may be, shall pass away and
its carpet shall be rolled up. The morn of certitude shall dawn
and lead to the manifest realm. Place thy trust in God and
seek recourse unto Him.

At present, wisdom requireth not thy presence. Remain where
thou art. God willing, its time will come and thou shalt be
informed. For all things there is an appointed time.

5 And the Glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) AB08219
AB08291

To: Aga Muhammad Ali servant of Friends

O fellow worker and fellow thinker with this servant of the K& alul de o ‘Q,G\ra 3y &!

Threshold! Give thanks to God that thou art a servant of
the friends and an attendant of the loved ones, a servant of
the Threshold and a guardian of the court of the All-Merciful.
In the world of being, servitude to the loved ones of God is
freedom in both worlds and tranquility of heart and soul. It is
spiritual sovereignty and a divine bestowal. This is the glorious
crown which thou hast placed upon the head of this servant,
and this is the bounty of the Lord to which thou hast attained.
Therefore, render thanks unto God, by night and by day, and
praise Him in private and in public.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08219

To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn

O singer in the rose-garden of divine knowledge! In these days,
that which is the greatest cause of the exaltation of the Cause
of God and of the elevation of souls beneath the shadow of
the Ancient Beauty is goodly fellowship and union. The loved
ones of God must, in this day, each be as a wave of the ocean
of Divine Unity, and each as a breeze from the garden of His
loving-kindness.

For, when the waves are regarded in the reality of the out-
pouring grace, all are waves of one sea; the bounties are the
effusions of one stream; the radiances are the rays of one lamp;
and the splendors of light are the effulgences of one sun.

Strive, therefore, that the traces of dissension, which proceed
from the breathings of association with God, may be utterly
effaced and annihilated from the world of existence. And upon
thee be the Glory.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07979

ABO07978

To: Bahram

He is the Light of both worlds!

> O Bahram of good name! Be joyous with the blessedness of this
victorious day, and by the auspiciousness of this radiant world-
illumining moon, consume the enemy. Like Bahram Gurd,
place upon your head a crown from the bounty of the All-
Knowing God, and kindle in your heart a radiance from the
Sun of the supreme realm. Stretch forth your hand from your
sleeve and scatter from your skirt upon the world and its peo-
ples lustrous jewels. Think not that smallness and lowliness
come from the justice and generosity of the great and glorious
Lord. When the sun casts its rays, the glory of both worlds
draws aside the curtain in the chamber of the friends, and
leadership of the assembly of the righteous becomes manifest.

Ol 33 Gy Syl

el 508 30y U G U e )
O3 3 53 A Ol O e O Galags 5 52
3 i ) bl 55l O Sy
Js 5o Vb lle a2y 51 by & w1 Ul
Olg 31 a#ls 5 ole ctml 31 (3n (87
8§ Ka 08 olady 5l 8 5 Obler
PR SVE ST YU P P P
35 &S5 XS 5, O QBT (5515
G 3 231 00 OLL Ol 55 Olgr

.s.sf ST Bl el

YARP2.265 p.230

ABO07979

To: Bahram (India)

O Bahram who art joyful! Thou art in India and we are in
Syria, and though hundreds, nay thousands, of leagues sepa-
rate us, yet thou art present in our gathering, thou art a bird
of this meadow, a nightingale of this rose garden. We are
gladdened by thy remembrance and freed from sorrow by thy
mention.

Therefore, thou too must make an effort and render a service.
Gird up thy loins, place the saddle-cloth upon thy shoulder,
and put a ring in thine ear, that thou mayest fulfill thy duty of
servitude to the Ancient Beauty and demonstrate thy freedom
in bondage at His holy Threshold.

A hundred thousand sovereignties of both worlds are sacrificed
for such servitude, and a hundred thousand instances of free-
dom are offered up for such bondage. May thy soul be happy
and thy heart be glad!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07874

AB08252

To: Baygum daughter of Haji Muhammad Bagir (Najafabad)

O assured one, His Holiness Zayn (upon him be the Most Glo-
rious Glory of God) was present and mentioned regarding that
assured leaf that they have been afflicted with calamity and
are depressed and sorrowful, withered and grief-stricken.

O handmaid of God! Today, death is the spirit of salvation and
freedom from the world of limitations. From the ascension of
that loving servant, do not be sorrowful and dejected, for he has
ascended to a praiseworthy station and was firm and steadfast
in the Covenant and Testament, and was delivered from the
greatest test and trial in the Covenant.
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ABO07874

To: Baygum Sahib Abdu’l-Azimi

O handmaiden of God! The horizon of the world is illumined
with the lights of the grace of the Most Great Name, and
through the outpouring of the Kingdom of the Ancient Beauty
all regions have become as rose garden and meadow. Ere long
thou shalt witness the surface of the earth transformed into
the Most Glorious Paradise and the expanse of dust become
the envy of the celestial spheres.

In that mighty land the manifest Light shall shine forth and
the friends shall raise the cry of “O Glory of the All-Glorious!”
in the Houses of Worship to the highest heaven.

Strive thou, as much as thou art able, to encourage the leaves,
that the herald of the Abha horizon may confirm thee. And
the Glory be upon thee and upon every leaf who is firm in the
Covenant.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08098

AB08298

To: Baygum Sultan daughter of Ammih

O thou verdant, fresh, and radiant leaf! Were we to weep and
moan for a hundred thousand years at this Supreme Affliction,
to sigh and lament, to rend our garments in sorrow, to shed
tears and heap dust upon our heads, and to pine away with
grief, this pain would never be stilled, this wound never healed,
this fire never quenched. It behoveth us, therefore, to see our-
selves, at every breath, as standing ready to depart to the next
world, and to arise to carry out that which is conducive to eter-
nal life and would cause us to ascend unto the Kingdom and to
attain the court of His Presence. The glory of God rest upon
thee.
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AB08098

To: Bazzaz, Muhammad Javad et al.

O spiritual friends! The heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha burns like a
blazing flame with the heat of love for the beloved ones, and
assuredly the intensity of this fire’s heat has influenced and
continues to influence the hearts of the friends. What need
then remains for pen and paper? “The day when God will
make each independent through His abundance.” And upon
you be the Glory!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO07934

AB12816

To: Children of Musa Kalimi

O saplings of the divine garden! Your noble father attained
success through his sacrifice of life, and in the place of martyr-
dom discovered the mysteries of the Mighty, the Compelling
One. He hastened to the realm of lights and received an abun-
dant portion from the flame of the Mount. That pure blood
made the earth radiant, and ere long you shall observe that
from that soil the world-illumining light will shine forth and
hearts will be illumined and resplendent.

Your dear mother has also departed to that realm and has
returned to the Kingdom of eternal glory. Be not sorrowful,
be not grieved. Open your tongues in thanksgiving to God,
for you are the recipients of His infinite favors. And upon you
be greetings and praise.
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AB07934

To: Dhabih (Mirza Isma’il Khan Munshi)

O servant of the Threshold of the Friend! What shall I write
and what shall I pen that might bring tranquility to the essence
of the heart and diminish the heat and burning within?

I swear by the Educator of existence and by the Witness and
the Witnessed that the mightiest ocean cannot still this burn-
ing, nor can all the pens in the world describe and record this
grief.

The eye that was illumined and radiant morn and eve by be-
holding that peerless Beauty now weeps for Him, and the heart
that was gladdened night and day by His favors now burns for
Him.

O God! What connection and relationship exists between these
two states?
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB12560

ABO08167

To: Eldest daughter of Ammih

O thou who art a flame ignited and ablaze with the fire of love
for the divine Lote-Tree! Give thanks unto God that from the
very beginning of the Revelation thou didst answer “Yea” to
the call of “Am I not your Lord?”, and like a flower thou didst
bloom, intoxicated in the gardens of God’s love.

Thou didst string the pearls of divine knowledge and conceal
the mystery of the All-Merciful within thy heart, remaining
steadfast in His Cause through all circumstances and situations
and firm in the religion of God.

Therefore, beseech thou His ancient grace and His new favor
that thou mayest be confirmed in complete steadfastness to
God’s mighty Covenant and Testament, so that thy counte-
nance may be illumined and radiant in the Abha Kingdom.
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AB12560

To: Family of Haji Iman

O relatives of Haji Iman! You are my friends and kindred and
the healing balm for the wounds and sores of the world. You
are the unfailing remedy for the incurable pain of humanity and
the swift cure for the disordered constitution of the horizons.

Ere long you shall become physicians to the helpless and edu-
cators in the school of seekers, for the Cause of God shall gain
such strength that all will run after the physician like patients,
and hasten like the wounded in search of the supreme healing
balm.

Give thanks to the Ancient Beauty—may my spirit be a sacrifice
for His loved ones—that you are the manifestations of divine
confirmation and the dawning-places of detachment.

And upon you be the Glory, O loved ones of God.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08162

AB07891

To: Fatimih wife of Muhammad Bagir Milani

O handmaiden of God and daughter of His maidservant! In this
Dispensation, when the Sun of Truth hath shed its radiance
from the Sign of the Lion upon the horizons of the world, divine
justice hath so guided all things that many women have been
raised up with such power, might, steadfastness and courage as
men possess. Indeed, they have snatched the palm of victory
from most men in the arena, and in recognition of the Beauty of
the All-Merciful they have spoken forth in such wise as to leave
the minds of those endowed with knowledge dumbfounded and
amazed.

2 Therefore strive thou, O leaf of the Garden of Certitude, to be
numbered among them.

o 8 S s wel Sy Al
0350 3 Al GBY ; dl 7 51 S
§ oz Gpunly Ol 055 w3 Al de
5 ol S8 5 5 4 elid ) (5l
S 65 &y ddd Spne by ol
O 5 Ny Olds 53 Ols o T1 51,
Jal Jyie § 563,28 0L Ol Ol dlar

235 Ol 5 Jals 0L e

SRS P O VI SR I BT
LS:‘L ol o)

HDQI.290

AB08162

To: Ghulam-Ali Samandari

O Ghulam-i-Baha, upon him be the Glory of God! O slave
of Baha! Though thou art a servant, yet thou wearest upon
thy head the crown of servitude before His Presence, the All-
Merciful, and art established upon the throne of eternal glory.

2 Therefore, arise to fulfill the requirements of this bounty, and
return to thy familiar homeland with the utmost gladness and

Joy.

And when thou beholdest the faces of the friends and enterest
the rose-garden of intimacy with the loved ones, say: “O friends
of the Beloved! We have no fear of any tribulation, nor do we
show any trepidation before any affliction. Yet we move with
wisdom. Though ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the vortex of grave peril,
you must be in a state of the utmost warmth and intense flame.”

And the Glory be upon thee, O servant!
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08043

AB08282

To: Ghulam-Ali Samandari

O sapling of the divine garden! Thou art growing and devel-
oping at the edge of the meadow beside the stream of God’s
favors, and through the grace of the spring rain of bounty
thou hast sprung up apart from plants that lack freshness and
beauty. Ere long, through the dewdrops of the clouds of divine
gifts, thou shalt be so nurtured that in the Abha Paradise thou
shalt become a majestic and unfettered cypress, adorning the
stream bank.

And this is of the grace of thy Ancient Lord - may my spirit
be a sacrifice for His loved ones - with which that family hath
been especially favored.

Thou hadst sought permission to attain His presence. Be pa-
tient for now - its time will come.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB08043

To: Haji Quchani

O thou servant of the friends of God!

It behoveth thee to glory over the kings of the earth. For
their sovereignty will have no permanence but the honour of
serving the friends of God is lasting in the world of God. The
adorning of the earthly crown is mineral gems and stones. The
embellishment of this other crown are the spiritual jewels of
the Kingdom of God. That earthly reign is the cause of pain
and afflictions. But this other sovereignty is all happiness, joy
and glad tidings.

O fellow-servant and, as the Turks say, companion! We are of
the same profession and service. We are both guardians of one
threshold. God willing, we shall both be successful. Grieve
not.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08199

AB08409

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq

O son of him who is established upon the throne of glory in
the Most Glorious Kingdom! In Paris I have been struck by
severe cold, my fingers can barely write. Despite this, I found
an opportunity at midnight and am writing. Observe that not

for a moment in any state am I forgetful of that true friend.

My finger cannot move to write at length. In brief, soon I

will return to the Holy Shrine and correspondence will resume.

And upon you be the Glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O martyred son of the martyr! Upon you be the glory of God,
His praise, and the praise of those in His Kingdom. Due to
numerous compelling obligations, the reply to your letters has
been delayed. God willing, it will be sent in a few days.
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ABO08199

To: Hashim Qalami

O thou who art turned towards the Most Great Scene! That
which thou hadst written was read. In the gathering of the
divine friends thy mention was made and thy condition and
ardour became evident.

Through the great favor of the Beloved, the All-Bountiful, We
await the time when thy face shall be illumined through the
dawning rays of the Sun of Providence, and thy heart and soul
shall become like a rose-garden and meadow.

Under the shade of the all-embracing Word of unity, which
is among the signs of divine power, thou shalt attain to every
desire, and through thy steadfast adherence to the mighty Law
of God, thou shalt achieve every goal.
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB08284

Divine aid is the supporter of the merciful ones, and the endless
bounty is the helper of the true friends. And upon thee be
Glory.
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AB08212

To: Husayn Ali Tabib

O thou that art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Appreciate the value of these days and be so steadfast and
staunch in the Covenant and Testament of God that although
the greatest of tempests should surge about thee the founda-
tions of thy firmness shall remain unshaken.

Moreover, if gales and storms in both the spiritual and mate-
rial realms should wax fierce around thee, thou shalt remain
unmoved. Strive at all times to spread the fragrances of holi-
ness in the Path of God and show signs of harmony and concord
always in thy associations with others that thou mayest shine
on the horizon of existence with the light of submission in His
Faith and of service to the Cause of God.

3 And the glory be upon thee and upon every steadfast and firm
one in the Covenant.
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AB08284

To: Husayn Ali Tabib

O thou plant in the garden of the love of God! Turn towards
the breezes of divine bounties in this high paradise and be of
those who are fruitful in the Edenic garden of the All-Generous
Lord, with the true fruits of spirituality, of steadfastness and
confirmation [in the Covenant]. Dost thou desire to be ver-
dant? Then seek the assistance of the clouds of divine generos-
ity. Dost thou wish to grow in these heavenly meads? Come
forth then beneath the rays of the sun of truth. And shouldst
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Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11774

thou yearn for fresh grace and beauty take thou root here, be-
side this river. And upon thee be Glory!
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ABO07886

To: Huviyyih Asdaq

O handmaiden of God! Upon thee be the Glory of God. Give
thanks to the Ancient One that thou hast arrived on the shore
of the Most Great Sea, entered the Garden of Paradise, drunk

of the Kawthar and Tasnim, and attained unto the Paradise of
the love of God.

From the hand of the Cup-bearer of bounty, the Interlocutor
of Sinai, thou hast quaffed the cup whose admixture is of cam-
phor, and in the gardens of the love of God thou hast suckled
from the breast of the knowledge of God.

The manifest signs of these most great bounties thou shalt
behold in the Abha Kingdom, and thou shalt intone the melody
“Would that my people knew!” to the strains of the Concourse
on High.

And upon thee and upon the pure leaves be the Glory of God.
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AB11774
To: Ibn-i-Abhar
O thou whose face is brilliant! YW IR

Abhar in the Arabic language means “more luminous”. It is
hoped through the confirmation of the Peerless Lord that day
by day thou mayest become more luminous and more intoxi-
cated, and become the cause of the ignition of frozen essences
and the cause of growth in barren lands. Thou wilt bestow eter-
nal life upon the spiritually dead and become a burning flame
to those whose consciousness has grown cold. Thou makest
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ABO08028

the weak-willed become heroes of the field, the blind seeing,
the deaf hearing, the mute speaking, the heedless mindful, the
sleeping wakeful, the extinguished aflame, and thou changest
darkness into light.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08385

To: Jamshid Tirandaz (Kashan)

O Jamshid! Jamshid shone like the sun, but his radiance had
an end. Be thou a companion of the heaven of the world of
Jam, that thy brilliance may be everlasting. And in the rose-
garden of hearts, like the birds of the meadow, sing melodies
in the Pahlavi tongue, that thy song may become celestial.

And speak in the Persian language: O Persians! The fairy-
faced ones have unveiled the mystery - become intimate with
them. The sweet-voiced mystery-tellers are singing - become
their confidants. The bounty of the Self-Sufficient Lord has
caused the birds of the meadow to take flight - why do ye re-
main seated? The call of the divine herald is loud - awaken
from sleep and step gracefully into the flower-garden’s prome-
nade. For by beholding the rose-garden, thou hast illumined
thine eyes. May thy soul be gladdened!
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AB08028

To: Jinab Jamshid et al.

O Jamshid! The Cup of Jamshid hath come round in the feast
of the Covenant, and the chalice of the pledge circuleth in the
gathering of true and faithful friends. Take, then, this cup in
hand and, intoxicated, enter the feast of “Am I not?” Make
those who seek the countenance of the Peerless Beloved drunk
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AB08369

with this wine in this cup in the rose garden of flowers and
tulips, that all may enter the circle of divine lovers, clapping
their hands and dancing. How blessed the ardent soul who
becometh intoxicated and entranced from this wine-house, and
how enduring the spirit that surgeth and welleth up from this
wine!
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AB08369

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O noble Branch of the Divine Lote Tree! This is written in
utmost haste. Sacred souls in Nayriz have become the target
of bloodthirsty beasts’ arrows and have drunk the brimming
cup of sacrifice in God’s path, attaining the ultimate desire of
those near to God. However, their surviving dependents and
the wanderers from Nayriz who are in Sarvistan are in extreme
need.

Therefore, approximately one thousand tumans and some ad-
ditional amount has been arranged and will be sent to your
honor from Baku. Upon receipt of the draft, send it to Shiraz
without delay. One hundred tumans of this sum belongs to
Jinab-i-*Andalib - deliver it to him. The remainder belongs to
the survivors of the martyrs and the wanderers from Nayriz.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

D8 3 (oolRe reE 3 sdan (}3‘/ Izl
Jebe 033 dixs$ s 0By ol s
G o) R s ol 18
D611 5 Olli 5 (3 OB LS Ly i
gt el 5o Oy yo

s a8 5 Ol i s A
il dmle Jlgl O adl sy 4 Sl
558 b 8w Sled 4 e ey
e ol Gl 4y o ) Oy e
Oailesly gl e 5 4l 0Ly ghed 2l
J)\.) BB dg)\_)T} ‘u\‘,j/

@ciy‘ ;—L,()\ S,

INBA87:485b, INBA52:508

228


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-157.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=487
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=510

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

AB11778

AB07846

To: Jinab-i-Mulla Husayn Yazdi Mu’allim

Give lessons in divine love to children who are studying, and
teach them heavenly teachings, for children and youth require
training in character, morals and proper conduct more than
they need learning and knowledge.

Likewise, a learned person who is ill-natured, immoral and sul-
lied with the stain of sensual desires yields no fruit except harm,
while an illiterate person of good character and demeanor still
produces beneficial fruits and effects that are evident and man-
ifest.

Therefore, train the children in Baha’i schools in divine char-
acteristics and guide them to purity and holiness, so that each
one may develop an angelic nature and be adorned with the
attributes and character of a true Baha’i. Verily God does not
allow to go to waste the reward of those who do good.
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AB11778

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani

O faithful servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! After the
ascension of your noble father, that illustrious prince, a prayer
seeking forgiveness was written and sent for that bird of truth.
It is strange that it has not arrived until now. We said to
search through the papers and send a copy.

Convey spirit-filled and fragrant greetings to his honor Jalalul-
lah and Suleiman Agha and Hussein Agha and Haji Agha and
their mother. Due to numerous occupations, it was not pos-
sible to write separate letters for each one, therefore this was
written collectively.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO07892

ABO08051

To: Khudabakhsh et al.

O Compassionate Lord! These three souls are deserving of par-
don and forgiveness, and worthy of Thy grace and bounty. O
Thou Shelter of the helpless! Forgive the sins of the sinners and
teach wisdom to the ignorant. Set the ocean of forgiveness in
motion, that every soul stained with sin may become tranquil
and pure, and all faces may become radiant. Though disobedi-
ence is as dark as the blackest night, yet heavenly forgiveness
is a light of utmost brilliance. Therefore make them worthy
of pardon and forgiveness, and freely bestow Thy grace and
remission. Thou art the Mighty, the Glorious, the Powerful,
and the Compassionate.
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AB07892

To: Liqaiyyih Asdag Mudabbir

O handmaiden of God! The glance of God’s All-Seeing Eye
encompasses that assured leaf, and the favors of the merciful
Lord surround thee. The shadow of the Divine Lote-Tree falls
upon thee, and the shade of the Tree of Sinai is spread over
thee. The rays of the Most Great Luminary stream upon thy
brow, and the clouds of the mercy of the Ancient Beauty rain
upon the garden of thy being.

What else dost thou seek in this world of existence, and what
else dost thou desire? The pure and devoted women yearned
for but an atom of these blessings and laid down their lives in
their longing, yet attained them not - while thou hast attained.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB08243

ABO08308

To: Liqaiyyih daughter of Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz

O moving leaf! Give thanks to the Lord of Glory that He has
bestowed upon thee such a father who, out of divine love, hath
rent his collar, and whose aspiration soars higher than the stars
of heaven. Yet in humility and submissiveness he is like unto
the center of the earth. This is naught but the special grace
and favor of the Ancient Lord.

First, he was the cause of thy existence; second, he was the
means of thy guidance to the light of manifestation and thy
turning to the praiseworthy station. And in circling round the
center of the infinite circle he was occupied with thy remem-
brance.

Can a better father than this be imagined? Nay, by God! And
glory be upon thee!
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AB08243

To: Mihraban Bihjat

O kind one of the Lord! In this day the manifestation of the
All-Merciful has appeared and He has established all humanity
beneath the shade of the divine Lote-Tree.

This Tree of Life has cast its shadow over East and West, and
through the boundless grace of the Ancient Lord, it is hoped
that He will bestow upon all peoples the utmost fellowship and
connection with each other beneath this blessed Tree, making
them as one sea and one paradise and as stars in a single fir-
mament, that all may move and circle like luminous orbs in
this infinite space and through attractive forces preserve one
another.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08463

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl and Ali Kuli Khan

Therefore, O ye beloved of God! Now the time has come that
in order to show thankfulness for this Gift, ye may arise to
perform that which is incumbent upon you, and to observe the
Laws of the Religion of God. Offer prayers before the Thresh-
old of Omeness in the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar (Baha'i Temple of
Worship), beseech and supplicate to God and engage in glorifi-
cation and praise, keep the fast in the month of fasting and be
awake during its nights—but all this should be observed with
the utmost wisdom, and not in such a manner as might lead
to the complaint and lamentation of the ignorant.

BSTW#194

AB08425

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani

O you whom God has reserved for the service of His mighty
Cause!

> Ahmad Bey of Egypt came and met twice. We discussed the
foundation of God’s Cause, which is the oneness of the human
world, the unity and freedom of humanity, the universality of
divine grace and bounty, and that “Thou seest no imperfection
in the creation of the Most Merciful” That is all. He asked
some questions. In view of wisdom, brief answers were given.

This person is purely political. The friends, like Shaykh Fara-
jullah, must speak with him with wisdom and moderation. All
their conversations should be solely about the oneness of the
human world, fellowship and harmony between different peo-
ples, and the elimination of conflict and strife, nothing more.
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ABO08025

To: Mirza Ahmad (Son of Mahbubush-Shuhada)

O fruit of the garden of divine knowledge! If thou but knowest
with what bounty thou art favored and with what a gift thou
art exalted, thou wouldst assuredly, through the intensity of
gladness, soar to such heights as to reach the most exalted
horizon and build thy nest in the Sadratu’l-Muntaha. Thou
wouldst drink from the cup of camphor and taste of the sealed
wine. In the assembly of lovers thou wouldst be aflame, and
like unto a candle thou wouldst burn in the glass of contingent
being.

The lights of hearts are brighter than the sun, and the outpour-
ing of spirits more copious than the rain-cloud. How blessed
then are those souls who have gained a portion of the rays of
the Sun of Truth that shineth forth from the Most Glorious
Horizon. Blessed are they and excellent is their abode.
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AB07906

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

O Bashir of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Be not grieved, for thou art enam-
ored of the Abha Beauty. When thou hast such a loving Friend,
what cause hast thou for complaint? God forbid! Praise be to

God, thou hast neither complaint nor flock - thou art free from
both.

Until Moses abandoned his flock, he heard not the divine call
from the fire kindled in the tree of Sinai. Praise be to God
that, despite having a flock, thou didst hear that merciful call
from the blessed human tree. Give thanks unto God for this
great bounty.

I hope that all affairs may be accomplished according to thy
desire. This is of God’s grace which He bestoweth on whomso-
ever He willeth. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08363

AB08421

To: Mirza Nasrullah father of Ruhi Arbab

O my Lord, the Most Glorious, and my Master, the Most Ex-
alted! With all the helplessness that characterizes contingent
beings and is inherent in temporal and corporeal existence, I
draw near unto the Kingdom of Thy power, which is among
the characteristics of the Necessary Being and the attributes of
that Pre-existent and Essential Being Who is sanctified above
the comprehension of all conjectures and imaginings. And
I say: O Lord! Have mercy upon me through Thy grace,
Thy generosity, and Thy beneficence, O All-Bountiful and All-
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Bestowing One! And have mercy upon this servant of Thine Jlcll o
who supplicates unto Thee night and day. Verily, Thou art the £
All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful, the Most Exalted. And glory
be upon him.
‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas g & e sl s
Convey my greetings to the handmaiden of God, the Self- Ll 1K1y A ,.aJ\ ey Alael
Subsisting, the All-Compelling, his wife.

MJMJ3.105a, MMG2#260 p.290
ABO08363
To: Mirza Qahraman Avarzamani
...As to what thou hast asked concerning the blessed verse in 4 ¢l jal\ SU AN op b Ll gee

the Quran “And indeed We made a covenant with Adam...”
God took a covenant from Adam, peace be upon him, that nei-
ther he nor his wife should approach the Tree, saying “Draw not
nigh unto this Tree.” The Tree is the Tree of Life, the Supreme
Horizon, the Divine Lote-Tree, the Tree of Blessedness, and
the Furthermost Sanctuary — the station of Universal Reality,
the Divine Essence, the Single Identity, and the Perfect Man-
ifestation, which is distinguished by the mystery of existence
and the Praiseworthy Light. Adam desired to manifest the
Primary Effulgence, the Hidden Secret, and the Preserved and
Guarded Symbol during his cycle and dispensation — that is,
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in its complete revelation and manifestation — but this was not
possible....

ABO08211

To: Muhammad Baqir Kuhanjans

O thou who art enkindled by the fire of the love of God!

Kindle a flame in that crucible that will perfume the senses of
the inhabitants of that entire country with the sweet savours
of incense and ambergris. Strive by day and by night to refine
the character of men, to sanctify the souls, to offer counsels,
and urge the people to be steadfast in the Covenant, that thou
mayest hear the melody of the unseen Kingdom of Glory call-
ing aloud, saying: “Glad tidings! Glad tidings!” Rise up, then,
and cry out even as the rooster at the break of day, chanting
in the morn of the Covenant and saying: “Hasten forth to righ-
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AB08247

To: Muhammad Husayn Naqgqash

O thou who art firm in God! Al e (ol

In the Perspicuous Book it is revealed: “It may be that thy
Lord will raise thee to a praised station.” For this praised sta-
tion, endless and boundless interpretations have been given,
the mention of which would cause prolixity. In brief, this
praised station is a sun that hath dawned and shone forth
in the heaven of prophethood and the firmament of the Cause.
Yet its rays and effulgence are manifest in all degrees.

In the world of creation, this exalted station and lofty throne is
the Most Great All-Embracing Reality - that is, the receiving
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AB08249

of lights from the Lamp of Truth and the acquiring of fire from
the Tree of Oneness.
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AB08059

To: Muhammad Ibrahim brother of Ali Akbar (Qazvin)

O noble Khalil!

Praise be to the Lord of Grandeur that through the favors
of the Lord of all beings, the fire of Nimrod’s misguidance
and passion became coolness and safety, and the furnace of
ignorance and blindness was transformed into a garden of light
and guidance.

The holy fragrances of the Abha Beauty bestowed new life
upon the realities of the people of Baha. Were you to be-
come aware of the favors of the Desired One as they truly
are, you would spread your wings in joy and delight and soar
to the Kingdom of gladness, and from the hand of the pure
Wine-Bearer you would drink of the cup whose mixture is of
camphor.

Therefore, render thanks that you have attained to such a
bounty and achieved such a grace. And may the Glory rest
upon you and upon all who are related to you.

Mo e !
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AB08249

To: Muhammad Ibrahim nephew of Mulla Ali

O thou who art assured by the verses of God! If thou wert
to open a hundred thousand tongues in praise of the Lord
of Oneness for having been honored with kinship to that ra-
diant candle of the gathering of sacrifice-that is, thine uncle
who was accepted at the Divine Threshold—thou wouldst still
not have rendered proper thanks or fulfilled thy debt for this
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ABO08149

bounty. For that luminous countenance, with divine attrac-
tion and heavenly glad-tidings, with spiritual sensibilities and
celestial joy, with divine delight and godly detachment and
heavenly ascension, hastened to the field of sacrifice. Would
that I had been with him, that I might have attained a mighty
triumph!
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AB12563

To: Muhammad Karim (Abadih) et al.

O ye two faithful brothers of Jinab-i-Za’ir! How blessed ye are
to have such a kind brother who, at the Threshold of the Lord,
is intimately occupied with your remembrance and is devoted
to your mention, and who requested that this letter be written.
How dear ye are, that he is never for a moment separated
from your remembrance and is ever engaged and devoted to
mentioning you!

In truth, this is a gift from the Most Great Unity that a brother
should be so kind. Know ye the value of this bounty and render
thanks unto God, that ye may become the manifestation of “If
ye show gratitude, I will surely increase you.” And upon you
both be glory and praise.
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AB08149

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri

O thou who art pure, cleansed and illumined!

‘Abdu’l-Baha assures thee that He will not forget thee for a mo-
ment. Thou art ever in His thoughts, before His sight, and un-
der the glance of the providence of the Almighty Lord. Think
not that thou art in the desert of separation and the wilderness
of deprivation. Thou art ever present with Me, attendant in
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AB08267

the gathering, trusted and confided in. Thou art near to My
soul and intimate with My heart.

I beseech God to shelter thee and all the friends beneath the
protection of His Covenant and Testament. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB08413

To: Munirih Khanum

O Amatu’l-Baha! Day and night all the Leaves are engaged in
remembering thee and await the receipt of news of thy recovery
and well-being, that through the bounty and assistance of the
Abha Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed for His friends -
thou mayest return with utmost radiance and joy....

LTDT.338x

AB08267

To: Nasrullah Atai

O thou whose eyes are fixed upon the Abha Kingdom! In this
grievous day, when dire adversities have shaken the pillars of
the earth, and the tests and trials sent by God have rocked
the foundations of the world, remain thou firm and staunch in
His Cause through the power of the Kingdom and the confir-
mations from on high. Be thou as steadfast as an immovable
mountain, an impregnable stronghold, a solid bulwark, and an
impenetrable barrier. Be not perturbed by the winds of tribu-
lations or dismayed by grievous calamities. The splendours of
divine assistance are shed abroad from the Kingdom of God,
and the hosts of heavenly confirmation are continually descend-
ing from the throne of the Most High. Rest thou assured and
be thou confident.
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AB07941

AB12564

To: Rashidih sister of Jinab-i-Nabil Qabl-i-Ali (Sarchah)

O handmaid of God! Your noble brother has traversed the
realm of possibility and, taking up the cup of the love of God,
has caused revelry and delight in the gathering of spiritual ones
- a joy and gladness that will endure forever and ever. He never
rested, never drew an easy breath, never sought comfort, never
found repose, never settled down. Day and night he remained
occupied in service at the Sacred Threshold, until he ascended
to the horizon of glory and became the object of praise of the
Concourse on High.

You too should follow that noble one’s example to the extent
possible, and arise to serve the Cause of God. This is better
for you than whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB07941

To: Rustam Khudadad

O servant of Baha! Rustam had a brother who was full of
tyranny and oppression. He joined with his brother’s enemies
and set his heart on deceit and trickery, until he cast that
fortunate one from the throne into a harsh pit, and himself fell
into misfortune and destruction.

‘Abdu’l-Baha has a brother whose oppression makes the
tyranny of Rustam’s brother seem like faithfulness by com-
parison, and the bitterness of whose harm and injury appears
as the honey of pure fellowship. For that one’s injury was to
Rustam’s person alone, while this brother’s ultimate desire is
the murder of ‘Abdu’l-Baha and the uprooting and destruction
of the blessed Tree of the Most Glorious Beauty.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b s JB o ool g L S0 )
bML;A:"JﬁJJJMnJA\jOWJ
sl o el o2 )| oSG O ST
S S 1= SR A PRy
RIESRY

el oy 53 2 8 (65300 1y STl
a SELIP ;,:S\ Sy by ol lag
BE PRSI (’“‘)Mu::-’ O Liw
fo i od s s Tl I3 sl sl
el s =85l

YARP2.287 p.239

239


https://www.bahai.org/r/784691204
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-245.html

Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI)

ABO08130

AB07882

To: Sabbagh, Khadijih et al.

O handmaid of God! In this wondrous dispensation in which
the Ancient Beauty and the Manifest Light — may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones — hath risen from the horizon of
age-old hopes, women have assumed the attributes of men in
showing forth steadfastness in the Cause of God, and revealing
the heroism and might of fearless men. They invaded the arena
of mystic knowledge and hoisted aloft the banner on the heights
of certitude.

Thou, too, must make a mighty effort and show forth supreme
courage. Exert thyself and taste of the sweetness of a heavenly
draught, for the sweet taste of the love of God will linger on
to the end that hath no end.
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AB08130

To: Shahriyar Khudamurad

O Shahriyar! The crowned rulers of the world desire day and
night to conquer countries and seize territories. But what bene-
fit is there in this when they shall ultimately be hidden beneath
a handful of dust? The beautiful palace shall be transformed
into a dark and narrow grave, and the luminous realm shall
become gray earth. The vast domain shall become a terrifying
and fearsome tomb, and the noble and ailing companion shall
become imprisoned. The garden shall become an unsafe and
insecure wasteland.

The divine friends are the crowned rulers of the realm of inner
meanings, and when they conceal their faces from the earthly
kingdom, they shall adorn themselves with crown and diadem
in the radiant world.

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO7870

To: Shawkat Baji wife of Muhammad Husayn Qazvini et al.

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Praise be to God that ye ol 1y Codel o€ 55 &b a&| o bl &
are cherished maidservants at the Threshold of Oneness and g:_;,, claaesle |y rdie Okl 5 il e
devoted attendants and guardians of the Sacred Court. What ol ) V‘B"\ Glabe 5 b an s ol
glory and pride could be greater than this?

Though its worth and distinction are now unknown, yet ere b . e 15 2 ut*; o9 o% Jb
long the signs of acceptance shall become manifest. Therefore, 128, " oo S oby Al 13 e Jud

ye must open your tongues in constant thanksgiving, that the S,\Jy (;w Hyazz fopytadl

tree of being may yield fruit and the promise “If ye show grat- W u“

itude, I shall surely increase you” may be fulfilled. -

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. 6\;\(\ :\KJ\ :,i:lc P
MKT7.008a

AB08422

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar of the gardens of the Kingdom of divine knowl- sl i 2 b 06 Wl & She (2L, e
edge! For several months now, due to physical ailments, there |4 « 24 Je dLW w2l ) s 3y
has been no opportunity to write, hence the delay. Now that uéj\f, s 4*{ cis O Cf" J@.L
there is complete relief from the ailments, God willing, replies

to all correspondence will gradually be sent. é)-me L*-f‘. D ALzl Sl

Jj.fa»y JL.H)\
For now, today the reply to the Prince, about which you had & oslpld Ol Ol p:J\ Al e
urged haste, has been sent. %208 | g Vg I =

We hope that through the outpourings of the unseen realm and -, S c@, SY olle w Sl 3
the 1nd'ub1table favors of the Abha Klngdom, the sincere loved b st |y Cpal GL‘ s {"«J\J al g
ones will be moved to such enthusiasm and eagerness, such S sl G dbztl o
warmth and enkindlement, that they may become manifest s j:} 5,00 j” LJ - JL d’t\
<
signs of the Fire of God which is kindled. ’ 8 Te

And glory be upon thee. Se s,
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AB08440

To: Sigurd Russell

O my dear son! I remember you night and day, and I pray for
you to my Lord secretly and openly, and I long for you with
heart and soul, and I beseech God to strengthen you in this
mighty Cause and make you a tree, growing fresh, verdant and
fruitful in His wondrous vineyard, so that you may become one
of the sons of His ancient Kingdom and of the angels of His
exalted heaven.

O my dear son! Know the value of this prayer and turn to God
and yearn with your soul to attain this mighty station in the
near future.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO08387

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

O Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah! May you be preserved and protected
in the shelter of the Blessed Beauty.

2 Since your departure, only one letter has arrived from you,
which caused me much surprise. No doubt there are good
reasons for this. In any case, I am always awaiting good news
from you, for you made such a commitment to serve at the
Sacred Threshold with utmost sincerity of heart, self-sacrifice
and purity of soul, and with perfect sanctity. I hope that you
will be confirmed in this.

3 Some letters arrived addressed to you. As per your permission
and request, those that contained enclosures were opened. Now
all are being sent to you.
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AB08388

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi

Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Taqi relates that someone saw a distin-
guished personage in the realm of dreams and asked him how
his affairs had fared at the Divine Threshold. He replied that
when we reached that Threshold, they asked “What gift have
you brought?” I submitted “Knowledge.” They said: “Verily,
thy Lord’s treasuries are full of this.” I said “Good deeds and
acts of worship.” They said: “Verily, thy Lord’s treasuries are
full of these” Then I submitted “Powerlessness and poverty.”
They said: “This is an acceptable gift, for it cannot be found
at this Threshold.”

The purpose is that any soul who is in the utmost poverty,
powerlessness and weakness is acceptable. You must certainly
visit the honored ones, especially Jinab-i-Afnan, upon him be
the Glory of God. And upon you be peace.
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AB08390

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi

Jinab-i-Manshadi: Your letters were considered. You had ex-
pressed distress. As people say, it would be a pity for you to
make such statements. These days are the time for joy, the
time for success, the time for celebration and divine ecstasy
and delight. O Jinab-i-Manshadi, be happy! Praise be to God,
the cultivation and field have been watered, and the Word has
been spread and penetrated, and the holy fragrances have per-
fumed the East and the West. What more do you want? This
is the essential thing; let the branches be whatever they may.
O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Taqiya, say “O Hussein” in this tribula-
tion, speak, laugh, strike, dance, and be certain of “the end
belongs to the God-fearing ones.”
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To: Spiritual Assembly of Ishqabad

O ye spiritual friends! Slyy Jaz 0l &l

> The utmost desire of his honor Aqa Mirza Ja’'far-i-Shirazi is
that that respected gathering and honored and revered assem-
bly should make his home and nest into a constellation of lu-
minous stars in conjunction. This desire is, in truth, worthy of
every praise and is proof of sincerity and service in the Cause
of the Lord of creation and the cause of joy to pure hearts. If
there were no obstacles, this matter would be the cause of the
spirit and fragrance of this servant, for a designated and known
place is necessary for this spiritual gathering and luminous as-
sembly.

And upon you be glory.
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ABO08075

To: Suhayli, Isfandiyar et al.

O my two sons and beloved brother! Praise be to God that
He hath brought the distant near, made strangers into friends,
made the deprived ones into confidants of mysteries, and awak-
ened those who were asleep.

I hope that He will make Iran once again the envy of the world
and exalt the Persians in both worlds, that faces may become
radiant and hearts may become the repository of the mysteries
of the Lord of Bounties.

Glad tidings unto you that the night of deprivation hath come
to an end and the bright day of the Pishdadians hath dawned
anew. May your souls be happy!
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ABO08115

To: Sultan Muhammad Sarhang

O Sarhang! Be thou the leader of the hosts of the Concourse on
High and the commander of the armies of the Abha Kingdom!
These hosts are the armies of life-that is to say, of faith and
certitude. Through God’s grace and bounty, deem not this
difficult. He can make a mere atom to shine as the sun, and
bestow upon a drop the surging waves of the sea. Such is
God’s all-encompassing power. The commander can become
as a whale in the ocean of guidance, and a gnat can wing its
flight to the most exalted Kingdom. Therefore, I cherish the
hope that in this glorious age, which is the Cycle of the mighty
Lord, thou mayest be confirmed in attaining such a bounty as
to become a radiant morning star and gain true awareness of
the divine mysteries, as they are. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB08146

To: Ustad Rida (Son of Ustad Mahmud Najjar)

O thou who seekest the good-pleasure of God! In the tradi-
tion it is recorded: “Whoso is not content with My decree, let
him seek another Lord than Me.” To be content with His de-
cree means that thou shouldst seek with heart and soul every
tribulation in the path of God and endure with the utmost joy
every affliction. Thou shouldst taste deadly poison as though
it were sweet honey, and seek destructive venom as though it
were pure nectar. For although these tribulations are bitter,
they yield sweet fruits and bestow infinite delight. This is the
meaning of “Whoso is not content with My decree, let him seek
another Lord than Me.”

And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB12567

To: Valiyullah Varga

O sapling planted in the gardens of the bounty of the Desired
One!

Although outwardly circumstances have arranged themselves
such that you were deprived of the shadow of education for the
formation of a new creation, yet it is hoped that you will not be
deprived of the breaths of the Days of God and will not despair
of this boundless grace. The branch follows the root, and the
part moves according to the pattern of the whole. May you
receive a portion and share from the gardens and sanctified

meadows that have been established in this wondrous Cycle.

The eye of divine favor has been upon you.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB12568

To: Valiyullah Varga

O thou who art the remembrance of that glorious martyr!

The letter which you had requested is enclosed with this letter.

Concerning your brother about whom you wrote - ‘Azizu’llah
is dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and what I desire for him is that same
eternal glory, as he has experienced until now and will, God
willing, experience henceforth. Never trust in anyone’s words,
reports, stories or writings - these are all confused dreams and
they write of their own accord. In this matter, this servant has
acted and will continue to act according to the Law of God.
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AB07890

To: Wife of Bassar

O handmaid of God! You have always been and continue to
be remembered at this threshold. Be confident, for you are en-
gaged in service to Mr. Bassar who is a eulogist of the Blessed
Beauty. Ka’b ibn Zuhayr composed one ode in praise of the
Prophet and became renowned throughout the horizons, and
this accomplished poet has composed numerous odes in praise
of the Most Great Name - consider then what shall come to
pass.

O Lord! Assist Thy servant Furugh and Bashir and Thy hand-
maid Jamilih to remember and praise Thee, and protect them
in the shelter of Thy protection and care. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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To: Wife of Shahab Fath-i-Azam
O assured leaf! 4540 “d3y (!

The branches and leaves of every tree are refreshed and made
verdant and flourishing by the drops of the clouds. But the
leaves of the Garden of Abha attain endless freshness and del-
icacy through the bounty of the clouds of the Most Great.

The spring rain and the April shower are so abundant in their
outpouring that the plain has become a flower garden and the
desert has been transformed into the Garden of Abha.

Strive as much as thou canst to manifest thyself in the world of
existence and the realm of visibility with the utmost spiritual
freshness, inner delicacy and luminous vigor, and to be stirred
by the breezes from the garden of the Covenant.

5 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08071

To: Zardushti, Humayun et al.

O ye two firm ones in the Covenant! Blessed are ye, for ye have
acted according to the counsels and exhortations of Zoroaster
and have attained heavenly joy. Zoroaster is well-pleased with
those who are seeing, not with the blind; He is content with
those who hear, not with the deaf and dumb.

A thousand praises upon your steadfastness and firmness, for
ye have been enkindled with the fire of the love of God and
have worshipped the Sun of the world of reality. Ye have rent
asunder the veil of vain imaginings and have gained insight
into the world of truth.

Blessed are ye! Blessed are ye! And upon you both be the
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ABO08368

To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan

He is the Desired One! 5 gl g

2 O precious Branch of the Blessed Tree! I cannot describe the
services of that praiseworthy Branch at the Sacred Threshold
of the King of existence. This much only will I say: in servitude
at the Sacred Threshold thou art a partner and companion of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and in bondage to the Threshold of the Most
Exalted Beauty thou art a fellow traveler and associate of the
destitute ‘Abbas. This is the truth.

3 The means of livelihood of His Holiness the Afnan of the Sacred

Tree, the honored Aqga Siyyid ‘Ali, consists of the income from
the property in ‘Ishqabad and nothing else. Therefore exert
thy utmost effort that this sum may arrive on time.

And praise be to God, the prayer and request for blessing in
the commerce of the loved ones was answered at the Sacred
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Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty. And upon thee be the
Most Glorious Glory.

AB12561

To: Milani, Mirza Muhammad brother of Ali Akbar Milani

O thou who hast turned thy face to Him Who hath fashioned
the heavens and the earth!

2 What bounty and gift hath the Ancient Beauty bestowed upon
His loved ones, that He hath taken them all beneath the shadow
of His training, and hath dealt with them with all manner of
kindness and favors from His Kingdom of Oneness. Yet we
must recognize the value of these outpourings of His mercy
and strive with heart and soul that the seed of His bounty may
grow in the field of existence and the mysteries of His grace
become manifest. This striving and endeavor to attain the
fruits of His grace is among the most important conditions.

3 And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO07879

To: Ahdiyyih, Huriyyih wife of Muhammad Hasan Bulurfurush

O handmaid of God! His honor Aqa Muhammad-Hasan, praise
be to God, reached the Most Great Refuge safe and protected,
and for a time took up residence under the shelter of the An-
cient Beauty. He drank of the sealed wine and tasted the
sweetness of the favors of that Well-Known Lord. In all occa-
sions he remembered you and in the Holy Shrine he beseeched
blessings for you.
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2 Therefore give thanks to God that you have such a consort
and such an intimate companion who remembered you in such
a Threshold and mentioned you in such an assembly.

50k Gl i 03 8 el i i
35 555 B8 L 5 g a8

INBAS&T7:035a, INBA52:035a, MKT7.211

ABO07851

O my God, O my God! I ask Thee by Thy strengthening grace,
and by Thy divine and unseen assistance, and by the outpour-
ings of Thy mercy, to aid the exalted Ottoman government
and the Caliphate of Muhammad in becoming established in
the earth and firmly seated upon the throne, and to safeguard
her regions from calamities and preserve her center of authority
from afflictions.

O Lord! Keep her in the shelter of Thy guard and protec-
tion, preserve her with the eye of Thy loving-kindness, and
surround her with the glances of Thy divine mercy. For verily,
she protects the Blessed Radiant Spot and defends the Valley
of Sinai and Yathrib and the open lands. Extend the shade of
her protection upon the heads of the loved ones.

Verily, Thou art powerful to do what Thou willest, and verily,
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ABO07866

O brothers of purity and stars like the Pleiades! The love of & s l;j O Olfs) 5 law Ol (6l

God is the effulgence of the Sun of Truth, and the knowledge
of God is the radiance of the light of bounty. Therefore, every
countenance wherein this divine splendor exists is a luminous
star and a morning luminary that guideth the wandering cara-
van unto the path of guidance and leadeth the lost multitude
unto the way of righteousness.

Therefore, O brothers, strive with heart and soul that ye may
intoxicate others with this wine of guidance, and grant a por-
tion of this heavenly food unto the helpless ones. When man
engageth in praise and glorification of the Lord God, the aid
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and grace of the Most Holy One doth encompass him from all
directions.

Glory be upon you! ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB07951

O servant of the Supreme Beauty! Khwajiy-i-Ansari said: “O
Lord, if Thou shouldst but once say ‘My servant,” my laugh-
ter would surpass the Throne.” Now consider that the Blessed
Beauty hath a hundred thousand times caused these yearning
souls to hear the call “O My servants.” Observe what joy and
gladness must be shown, and from what fountain of pure water
must be drunk, and how one must surge and cry out, and strive
to spread abroad the sweet savors of the divine garden. Spread
thy wings and soar aloft, and begin to show forth utter power-
lessness and need, and beseech God that thou mayest become
a heavenly, luminous, divine and merciful spiritual father, so
that thou mayest be accepted both inwardly and outwardly.

Permission is granted for pilgrimage to the precincts of the
Supreme Concourse.
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AB07984

O Lord, O Thou Kind One! These friends are secluded at Thy
threshold, and these companions are aflame with the fire of
Thy love. In remembrance of Thee they are as surging seas,
and in the gathering of unity they are as brilliant lamps. Each
one is a wave in the ocean of Thy grace, and each one is a
casket of the pearls of guidance. At dawn, with hearts aware,
they weep and lament, and at night, in remembrance of Thy
beauty, they sleep and find rest. Thou art the Bestower, the
Kind One, and Thou art the Eternal, the All-Merciful.

> O Thou Self-Sufficing One! Forgive the dead, and favor those
who remain. Be Thou a remedy to the ailing, and a shelter and
protection to the free. Overlook our shortcomings, and forgive
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our sins. Thou art the Concealer, Thou art the Forgiver. And
the glory be upon you.
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AB08021

. O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Your letter was received
some time ago, but there was no opportunity to reply. Now,
in the early morning, a brief opportunity has arisen, so I am
writing.

Praise be to God, through the grace and confirmation of the
Blessed Beauty, the fragrances of the divine rose garden are
spreading in these regions. Even in the center of materialism,
that is, Paris, the divine teachings have been established, and
it is hoped that the spirit of holiness will overthrow the founda-
tion of every devil, the lights of truth will shine forth, and the
darkness will be dispelled. And this is not difficult for God.

Convey to the divine friends the Most Glorious, Most Won-
drous greetings, and show the utmost kindness to all on my
behalf. Upon thee and upon them be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08050

O Lord of bounty! A hundred thousand princes are captives in
Thy noose, and thousands of mighty ones stand guard at Thy
threshold. This precious soul hath made fragrant its nostrils
with the sweet-scented breaths of Thy gardens of oneness, and
illumined its eyes through beholding the signs of Thy unity.
Now, like a falcon on the arm of the king, it is in peril of being
attacked by envious owls and hostile ravens.

O Lord! Do Thou protect and shield it, and make it successful
in winning Thy good-pleasure. Through the outpourings of
Thy grace, bestow upon this matchless sapling in the garden
of guidance, at every moment, freshness and delicacy, moisture
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and vitality, that it may become a prince of fidelity and a

brilliant candle in the gathering of the pure ones.

Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful. by 5 ke 35
MMG2#339 p.376

AB08081

O two blessed leaves! Since you two leaves have grown from
the Blessed Tree and have received the drops of the cloud of
grace, and have blossomed in this garden of bounty, you must
continually increase in freshness and delicacy, and the leaves of
Paradise derive their vitality from the water of life - and that is
the cup of mystical knowledge, the wine of certitude, assurance,
explanation and utterance. I hope that you will be assisted
and confirmed in all these virtues which adorn human reality.
I supplicate with utter humility and need at the threshold of
the Knower of Secrets, and I beseech His aid and grace.

And upon you both be greetings and praise.
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ABO08151

O lover consumed by passion for the Beauty of the All-Merciful!
May thy Lord assist thee to seek His good-pleasure and to exalt
His remembrance.

To sacrifice life and wealth, glory and possessions in the path
of God is among the greatest of divine confirmations and the
most mighty of heavenly reinforcements, for this station is the
rank of complete sacrifice which is the highest aspiration of
God’s chosen ones.

For this reason did the Exalted One-may the spirit of all exis-
tence be sacrificed for Him—address the Most Glorious Beauty
in the Ahsanu’l-Qisas, the Qayyumu’l-Asma’, saying: “O Thou
Who art our Most Great Master! I have sacrificed my all for
Thee and yearned for naught save martyrdom in Thy path
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and to be reviled for love of Thee. Thou art in truth the All-

Y PR R L ICE PR Iy

Sufficient. Spirit and glory rest upon Thee!” e
INBAR&7:170b, INBA52:170a

ABO08207

O thou who art yearning to behold! Sl Gl <

The lights of the bounty of the All-Powerful Lord have shone
forth from all directions upon every land, and holy souls who
are pure mirrors are, host after host, reflecting the sanctified
rays and are engaged in spreading the divine traces.

Since thou hast received illumination from this most great
bounty and hast benefited from this most perfect outpouring,
thou must gird up the loins of endeavor day and night, arise
in service, and make the nostrils of the people of the world
fragrant through the divine verses.

Associate with the people of the world according to the way
and conduct and forbearance and character of the Ancient
Beauty, that thou mayest witness the gathering and resurrec-
tion and drink from cups whose mixture is of camphor.

And the glory be upon thee.
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ABO08316

O namesake and memorial of the Two-Horned One! Think
not that thou hast been forgotten or hast passed from mind.
Rather, circumstances have thus brought it about. I hope that
henceforth the utmost joy and delight may be attained, and
that thou mayest show such steadfastness in the Covenant and
Testament as to become renowned throughout all regions and
well-known among the people of effulgence.

Ever maintain correspondence with His Excellency Aqa Mirza
Mahmud Khan, and I too, whenever I find opportunity, shall
not fall short, and regarding thy means of livelihood I shall
exert the utmost effort and endeavor, and shall beseech God
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that thou mayest ever remain safe and protected beneath the
sheltering shadow of His guardianship and care.
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AB08332

O intimate friend! Although the reply to your letter has been
delayed for some days, yet at every moment I had in mind to
write an answer. However, the known occupations and sorrows,
and the familiar trials and afflictions, leave no opportunity. In
any case, what shall I write and what shall I pen? But do
not listen to this lamentation and cry, and be not affected or
grieved. Be occupied with your own work.

If the arrow of tribulation comes, lo, hearts are its target, and if
the pearl of bestowal is granted, lo, souls are its shells. Lay not
your head down - for it is a heavy burden to bear on shoulders
in the path of the Beloved.

You should stay and travel for a time in Zoshto and its sur-
roundings so that, God willing, the blessed tree may take root
in that field.
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AB08354

O thou who art severed from the world! Blessed art thou,
for thou hast turned unto the Kingdom of thy Glorious Lord
and hast witnessed the signs of thy Lord’s mercy which have
appeared throughout the worlds, and hast acknowledged the
appearance of the wondrous Light, shining and gleaming from
the midmost heart of contingent being upon all regions.

I say unto thee in truth that this recognition and acknowledg-
ment is better for thee than all the treasures of earth, for they
shall perish while this endureth. This is the healing of thy
breast, the rejoicing of thy spirit, the attraction of thy heart,
and thine eternal felicity which hath no equal.

3 And I beseech God to increase thee day by day in love of God,
in passionate devotion to His beauty, in contentment with His
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AB08354
decree, and in steadfastness in His Covenant. Verily, He is the
Mighty, the Powerful.
1 And upon thee be glory. S Sy 4
MKT7.082a
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Study guide to this volume

The eleventh volume of undated letters is distinguished by a remarkable diversity of register and
subject: pastoral letters of consolation and encouragement coexist with concrete administrative di-
rectives, vivid accounts of persecution and dispossession, sustained reflections on women’s spiritual
capacity, appeals to the global receptivity of India as a field of teaching, and prayers for children
as “saplings” in the divine garden. The volume also preserves glimpses of the community’s institu-
tional life — the care of the Hands of the Cause, the discipline of dervish behavior, the economics of
sacrifice. As in the preceding volumes, ‘Abdu’l-Bahd writes with the authority and warmth of one
who knows His correspondents personally, who holds in His mind at once the totality of the Cause
and the particularity of each soul addressed. What emerges is a portrait of spiritual leadership that
is inseparable from friendship and material attention.

Institutional Care and the Hands of the Cause

Key Passages

O trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! All the letters that you had requested have been written
and are being sent. Regarding your question about the Hands of the Cause — showing
consideration and respect for them is obligatory. Certainly do not let them remain in
straitened circumstances. When you observe that they are in hardship, provide them
with enough for a moderate living. — AB12503

O true friend! Some of the friends who have now made the pretext of assuming the
character of dervishes are engaged in praising the Ancient Beauty through hints and
allusions in corners and streets and marketplaces, and are accustomed to encouraging
people by singing ghazals and spiritual songs. These souls should abandon this practice
henceforth, but for now it is causing encouragement among the people and no one should
interfere with them.

However, if anyone should engage in wandering aimlessly about, this is highly reprehen-
sible and contrary to the religion of God and incompatible with detachment and causes
the humiliation of the Cause of God. — ABO07416

Context for Study

These two passages reveal complementary dimensions of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s institutional thinking.
AB12503 is a rare administrative directive that specifies a material obligation toward the Hands of
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the Cause — senior figures of spiritual authority whose dignity must be maintained by ensuring that
they have at minimum “a moderate living.” The phrase is carefully chosen: it is neither luxury nor
bare subsistence, but the modest sufficiency that permits effective service. This is ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
version of a principle found across religious traditions: the community’s responsibility toward those
who serve it. Judaism’s obligation of tzedakah (charitable justice) includes support for scholars and
religious functionaries; the Catholic Church’s sustentatio cleri (support of the clergy) is a matter of
canon law; Islamic jurisprudence provides for those engaged in the service of mosques and religious
instruction. AB07416 addresses a more delicate situation: believers who have adopted the outward
form of Sufi dervishes, singing devotional poetry in public. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s response is nuanced —
He does not condemn the practice outright while it is producing spiritual awakening, but draws
a firm line at “wandering aimlessly about,” which is “reprehensible” and causes the “humiliation
of the Cause.” The distinction between sincere, productive, if unorthodox religious expression and
mere vagrancy reflects a pastoral wisdom that holds both spiritual freedom and communal dignity
in productive tension.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa’s directive that the Hands of the Cause receive “enough for a moderate
living” illuminate the theological relationship between material and spiritual service in the
Baha’{ community?

2. The passage on dervishes draws a line between genuine spiritual expression (even if uncon-
ventional) and aimless wandering. What principles appear to govern this distinction? How
do they compare with the desert fathers’ distinction between genuine hesychia (stillness) and
the wandering monk condemned in John Cassian?

3. The Islamic Sufi tradition has a complex history of tensions with orthodoxy over wandering,
public ecstasy, and begging. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s directive fit within, or depart from,
that historical conversation?

4. In what sense is the “humiliation of the Cause” a real social harm rather than merely an
aesthetic concern? What theory of community and public witness underlies this concern?

5. How might the principle of providing for religious servants at a “moderate” level inform con-
temporary debates about economic sustainability in religious communities, including ques-
tions about the professionalization of clergy?

Women’s Spiritual Equality: Radiance, Knowledge, and Utterance

Key Passages

O handmaiden of God! Although outwardly you are far from the Holy Land, in spirit
you are present in the gathering of attainment, and therefore I address you directly.

O handmaiden of God! In this mighty Dispensation women are accounted the same as
men except in some negligible circumstances. Therefore, each must become a champion
in the field and a lamp in the chamber — that is to say, in the gathering of handmaidens
they must kindle such a flame as will burn away the veils of doubts and uncertainties,
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turn their gaze from aught else but God, and through sanctification, detachment, purity,
cleanliness, knowledge and utterance shine forth in such wise as to astound the minds
of men. — ABO07195

O handmaiden of God, O assured leaf! In this wondrous Dispensation, such a bounty
has been bestowed upon women by the Abhd Beauty, may my spirit be sacrificed for
His loved ones, that it cannot be imagined. In truth, they have attained the station of
men and have become the recipients of the favors of His Holiness the One in all matters.
Therefore, in gratitude for these bestowals, they must arise with such chastity, purity,
knowledge, love, sanctity and detachment that all creation will be amazed.— AB07196

O Zahra! Zahra means radiant. For this reason Venus is called Zahra because it is a
bright star. Since your name is Zahra, you must therefore arise according to what this
name requires.

The light of man is not this effulgent quality from the sun and moon, rather it is chastity
and purity and guidance and truthfulness and spirituality and attraction and submis-
siveness and humility and lowliness and contrition and evanescence and annihilation
and utterance and expression and the essence of exposition. — ABO07433

Context for Study

Three letters in this section address the spiritual station of women with a combination of theological
precision and practical urgency. AB07195 opens with a striking affirmation: physical distance from
the Holy Land is transcended by spiritual presence, so ‘Abdu’l-Baha addresses the correspondent
“directly.” The spatial transcendence of spiritual reality becomes the prelude to a teaching about
women’s equal station. The phrase “accounted the same as men except in some negligible circum-
stances” is theologically exact: equality is the rule, and any exception is negligible in the scale of
divine generosity. The obligation that follows is as demanding as the gift: women must “astound
the minds of men” through the quality of their sanctification. AB07196 presses the point further:
the bestowal is so great that “it cannot be imagined,” and the appropriate response is to “arise” in
a comprehensive spiritual discipline. AB07433 is the most concentrated of the three: ‘Abdu’l-Baha
takes the name Zahra (“radiant,” the name of Venus) and makes it the occasion for a definition of
true human luminosity. The list — chastity, purity, guidance, truthfulness, spirituality, attraction,
submissiveness, humility, lowliness, contrition, evanescence, annihilation, utterance, expression, ex-
position — is not a hierarchy but an ecological whole, a field of virtues that together constitute the
radiance of a soul fully alive. The final items — utterance, expression, exposition — confirm that
the inner disciplines culminate in word: the fully developed soul speaks.

Questions for Reflection

1. The phrase “accounted the same as men except in some negligible circumstances” has been the
subject of ongoing Bah&’i theological discussion. How does the context of these letters illumi-
nate what “negligible” means, and what framework does ‘Abdu’l-Baha offer for determining
it?
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2. The list of virtues in AB07433 includes “evanescence and annihilation” alongside “utterance
and expression.” How do these seemingly opposed qualities cohere, and what does their
cohabitation reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s understanding of spiritual development?

3. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahda’s teaching that women must “astound the minds of men” through
the quality of their spirituality relate to the feminist critique that women should be valued
regardless of exceptional performance?

4. The Qur’anic tradition identifies Mary as a model of female virtue through her purity, re-
ceptivity, and miraculous fruitfulness. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s model of the spiritually
developed woman compare with or extend that Qur’anic paradigm?

5. How might the series of virtues defined in AB07433 constitute a curriculum — a set of
practices to be cultivated deliberately? What parallels exist in Jewish mussar literature,
Christian ascetical theology, and Buddhist virtue ethics?

Teaching as Sacrifice: The Spirit of Service and the Call to India

Key Passages

O steadfast one in the Covenant! The friends of God must exert themselves mightily
in the realm of India and make earnest endeavor so that the fragrances of the Most
Glorious Paradise may perfume all regions of that clime with holy and musk-laden
breezes. India has attained capacity; the call of this Cause has reached their ears and
many souls are investigating. However, detachment, attraction and enkindlement are
required. I hope that the friends of God will be assisted by these divine outpourings
and breathe the spirit of life into that land. “May all the parrots of India become
sugar-breaking through this Persian candy that goes to Bengal.” — ABO07329

O candle of love! If you wish to kindle a flame in the lamp of the Most Glorious Kingdom,
sacrifice your life in this lowest material world. And if you seek to dive in the Most
Great Sea, wander lost in the desert of love. And if you seek the station of friendship
(with God), seek peace and tranquility in the fire of Nimrod. And if you seek the flame
of Sinai and the gleam of light, hasten with your soul to the wilderness of Sinai. And
if you seek the station of John (the Baptist), sacrifice your head and life. And if you
wish to inhale the fragrances of the Prince of Martyrs, spill your blood in the plain of
tribulation and ordeal. This is the station of the lovers and this is the description of
the yearning ones. — AB07461

Context for Study

These two passages together articulate ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s theology of teaching as a form of sacrificial
love. AB07329’s opening assessment of India is an extraordinary document of Baha’i missiology: the
country “has attained capacity,” souls are already investigating, but what is needed is the fire of the
teachers themselves — “detachment, attraction and enkindlement.” The famous Persian verse about
the “candy” going to Bengal is a playful image of cultural transmission: Persian spiritual sweetness,
carried eastward, becoming the delight of Indian hearts. The breadth of ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s geographic
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imagination is striking: He is simultaneously writing from ‘Akké, addressing a community in Persia,
and envisioning a harvest in India reaching to Bengal. AB07461 shifts from geographic to mystical
register. The passage is structured as a litany of paradoxes: flame is kindled through sacrifice,
the ocean is reached through the desert, peace is found in fire, light is found in wilderness. The
figures are biblical and Islamic in equal measure: Abraham in the fire of Nimrod (Qur’an 21:69),
Moses at Sinai, John the Baptist who sacrificed his head, Husayn ibn ‘Ali who poured his blood
at Karbala. The theological claim is that the path to the highest spiritual stations runs through
precisely those experiences that worldly logic avoids. This is the mystical paradox common to Sufi
poetry, Christian mysticism (“unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies...,” John 12:24),
and Buddhist teachings on the bodhisattva’s embrace of suffering.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s assessment that India has “attained capacity” is a spiritual diagnosis of a
subcontinent. What does it mean for a people or region to have spiritual capacity, and what
signs might ‘Abdu’l-Bahé have had in mind?

2. The candy-and-Bengal metaphor presents cultural-spiritual transmission as a matter of sweet-
ness rather than power. How does this differ from colonial models of missionary activity, and
what are its implications for intercultural dialogue?

3. AB07461 structures the spiritual life as a series of paradoxes in which the desired good is found
through its apparent opposite. How does this compare with the Via Negativa in Christian
mysticism and with Sufi poetry’s repeated figures of the moth and the flame?

4. The martyrs listed in AB07461 — Abraham, Moses, John the Baptist, Husayn — cross the
Abrahamic traditions. What is the theological significance of this interreligious genealogy of
sacrifice?

5. How might the teaching that effective service requires “detachment, attraction and enkindle-
ment” be distinguished from modern psychological concepts of “burnout” and “sustainable
engagement” in humanitarian work?

Persecution, Dispossession, and the Inversion of Loss

Key Passages

O thou attracted to the Beauty of the Countenance of Bah4!

Even though thy home was pillaged and thy nest ravaged, even though they completely
and utterly cleaned out all thy possessions and burnt thy property — be not saddened,
be not affected by these events. Thou art a bird of the shelter of divine unity, and thy
true nest is on the branches of the Tree beyond which there is no passing. Even though
thou art utterly bereft of hearth and home in the path of God, thy true habitation is
beneath His divine sanctuary.

Thus what thou hast experienced was not destruction but rather the construction of
thy true home! Thou hast not plunged down in loss but ascended heavenwards! Thou

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 261



Vol. 190: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XI) Appendix

art light, now, and disencumbered and able to fly to the apex of heaven in the utmost
detachment. — ABO07569

When the pen fell into the hands of the treacherous, inevitably Mansur fell upon the
gallows. Yet although outwardly they lost their lives, in reality they found the Beloved.
They became intoxicated from the overflowing cup of the greatest bounty, and engaged
in sacrificing their lives for the Most Glorious Beloved. They galloped from this dark
strait to the luminous world. How excellent is the reward of the martyrs! May my spirit
be sacrificed for them. — ABO07505

O friends of the Lord! His honor ‘Abdu’l-Muhsin, who was plundered and despoiled
in the path of the Beloved, has, with a tongue of utmost contentment and sweetness,
offered praise and commendation of you. His words in this place harmonized with that
wanderer of mountain and desert. We have therefore undertaken to pen this epistle,
that you may know that you are mentioned in this spot and renowned in this presence
and gathered beneath the shadow of the Covenant and Testament. — ABO07700

Context for Study

The three passages in this section address material loss, physical martyrdom, and the spiritual
condition of those plundered in the path of God, and each performs a characteristic inversion:
destruction is construction, death is finding the Beloved, destitution generates commendation at the
Divine Threshold. These are the teachings of a community that regularly faced physical persecution,
confiscation of property, imprisonment, and execution. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s consolations are not evasions
of the reality of suffering — He names the losses with precise specificity (“pillaged,” “burnt,”
“gallows”) — but he re-reads them within a cosmological framework in which the soul’s true home,
true wealth, and true freedom are located elsewhere. The image of the bird in AB07569 is especially
rich: material dispossession renders the soul “light... and disencumbered” and “able to fly.” The
detachment that Sufi tradition sought through zuhd (renunciation of the world) has been externally
enforced by persecution, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahd reads even this as a form of grace. The description of
the martyrs in AB07505 who “galloped” from the “dark strait” to the “luminous world” is written
in the register of shuhada (martyrs) theology: their death is a threshold rather than an end, and
the speed of their passage suggests joy rather than reluctance. The letter about ‘Abdu’l-Muhsin
(AB07700) adds a sociological dimension: the plundered believer’s “contentment and sweetness”
has made him a cause of commendation for his community, rippling outward.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 tells the believer whose home was burnt that the destruction was “the construc-
tion of thy true home.” Is this claim psychologically credible, or does it risk a spiritual bypass
of legitimate grief? How might it be read alongside contemporary trauma-informed care?

2. The theology of martyrdom in ABO7505 presents death in the path of God as “finding the
Beloved.” How does this compare with the Catholic theology of mors mystica (mystical death),
with the Sufi concept of fana, and with the Jewish concept of kiddush Hashem (sanctification
of the Name through death)?
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3. The persecuted believer ‘Abdu’l-Muhsin speaks with “utmost contentment and sweetness.”
What disciplines of soul might produce this response, and how does it relate to the Stoic ideal
of apatheia (freedom from agitation)?

4. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s practice of writing to acknowledge the sufferings of specific indi-
viduals — naming the loss, then reframing it — function as a form of communal pastoral
care?

5. Does the teaching that dispossession produces spiritual lightness depend on there being a
genuine afterlife and a genuine spiritual world? What are the theological stakes of this claim?

Seeing with the Light of God: Perception, Teaching, and the Divine
Physician

Key Passages

O thou who hast heard the Call and hast responded, “Here am I, O my Lord, the Most
Glorious!” If thou wouldst direct thy gaze to the most exalted horizon, thou wouldst
witness the lights of the Kingdom of Abh& that have illumined the horizons of creation.
And if thou wouldst turn thine ear to the realm above, thou wouldst hear how the call
of the celestial Herald and the voice from the unseen realm have raised a mighty clamor
and tumult throughout earth and heaven. A hundred thousand regrets that ears are as
the ears of cattle and eyes as the eyes of those who suffer loss — deaf, dumb, and blind,
they shall not return. — ABO07806

O teacher in the school of divine knowledge! The illumined philosophers say that only
two persons have been entitled with the designation of “teacher” — one the renowned
Aristotle and the other the famous Farabi. Ibn Sina (Avicenna) claimed to be a teacher,
but since he did not fulfill the conditions, he was designated as “chief” instead.

Now you are teaching in the school of the Primordial Covenant — give lessons about the
Covenant and teach about faith and the pledge. I swear by the Lord of existence that
you shall become a teacher of those who prostrate themselves and become renowned as
a teacher in the world of the Kingdom. — ABO07557

Context for Study

The two passages in this section address the faculty of spiritual perception and the vocation of the
teacher. AB0O7806 begins from the Qur’anic formula of response to a divine call (“Labbéyk,” “Here
am [”) and then confronts the paradox at the heart of prophetic experience: a call that goes out
to all creation and yet reaches the ears of so few. The grieving refrain — “a hundred thousand
regrets” — shows that ‘Abdu’l-Bahd shared the prophets’ anguish at human heedlessness. The
images of deaf ears and blind eyes echo Isaiah 6 (“Go, and say to this people: Keep on hearing, but
do not understand”), Jeremiah’s lament, the Qur’an’s description of those whose hearts God has
sealed (2:7), and the Gospel of John’s meditation on light that shines in darkness uncomprehended.
The incapacity described is not intellectual but spiritual: the problem is a misdirected will and
a clouded heart. ABO0T7557 is among the most philosophically engaged letters in this corpus: it
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situates the work of a Baha’i teacher within the highest intellectual tradition of Islamic philosophy.
Aristotle and Farabi are named as the only two who truly deserved the title of “teacher” in the
tradition of Western and Islamic learning — and then the correspondent is told that his teaching
surpasses both, because the school is the Covenant itself, the subject is faith and the pledge, and
the audience includes all who prostrate themselves before the Lord of existence. The comparison
is breathtaking in its confidence and its generosity.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa grieves that so few hear the call that has “raised a mighty clamor and tumult
throughout earth and heaven.” How does prophetic grief at mass indifference function differ-
ently from ordinary sadness? What does it reveal about the prophet’s understanding of their
own vocation?

2. The characterization of the spiritually unresponsive as “deaf, dumb, and blind” draws on one
of the most theologically charged clusters of images in Qur’anic and biblical literature. How
might this language be used pastorally without becoming judgmental?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéd’s placement of a believer in the intellectual lineage of Aristotle and Farabi
suggests that the Baha’i teacher participates in a continuous tradition of philosophical and
spiritual inquiry. What does this imply about the relationship between Revelation and human
wisdom?

4. Farabi (al-Farabi) believed that the philosopher-prophet was the ideal teacher of the virtuous
city. How does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s description of teaching in the school of the Covenant compare
with Farabi’s political philosophy?

5. How does the spiritual perception described in AB07806 — seeing the Kingdom’s light, hear-
ing the celestial Herald — relate to what ‘Abdu’l-Baha elsewhere calls the “eye of the heart”
or the “inner ear”? What practices might cultivate these faculties?

Prayer for Children: Saplings in the Divine Garden

Key Passages

O Kind God! Though we are helpless children and weak infants, distressed and without
direction, yet we are saplings of Thy garden and Thou art the Gardener. O Lord!
Through the outpouring of the cloud of Thy bounty, the heat of the Sun of Reality,
and the wafting of the breeze of guidance, grant these saplings growth and development.
Bestow upon them freshness and grace, that they may bring forth leaves and blossoms
and yield fruit. O Kind Lord! We are ignorant — make us knowing. We are sightless
— make us seeing. We are dead — bring us to life. We are alone — cherish us and be
kind. Enable us to teach and be taught, and confirm us in study and perfection. Thou
art the Mighty and Powerful, and Thou art the Giver, the Bestower and the Kind. —
ABO7375
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Context for Study

This brief prayer for children stands among the most luminous texts in the volume, and its simplicity
is deceptive. The prayer opens by naming the threefold condition of childhood: helpless, weak,
distressed and without direction. These are concessions, not condemnations; they establish the
soul’s honest position before God as the precondition for genuine supplication. The governing
metaphor is botanical: children are saplings, and the divine educator is the Gardener who provides
cloud (bounty), heat (the Sun of Reality), and breeze (guidance) — three complementary forces
that together constitute a complete environment for growth. This is ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s version of the
classical teaching that spiritual development requires multiple simultaneous conditions, no one of
which is sufficient alone. The triple request — “make us knowing / make us seeing / bring us to life”
— mirrors the Qur’anic description of the spiritually disabled as “blind, deaf, mute” but reverses
the direction: here the prayer is for the removal of these conditions. The final petition is especially
striking: “enable us to teach and be taught” — the capacity for both directions of transmission,
giving and receiving, is itself a divine gift. In the Platonic tradition, education (paideia) was the
highest act of the philosopher; in the Islamic tradition, the teacher (mu‘allim) holds a near-prophetic
dignity; in the Jewish tradition, the study of Torah is itself an act of worship. ‘Abdu’l-Bahéa draws
on all of these in a prayer that is simultaneously intimate and cosmic, addressed to “Kind God” on
behalf of the most vulnerable.

Questions for Reflection

1. The prayer identifies the threefold divine means of growth: cloud (bounty), sun (reality), and
breeze (guidance). What does each of these metaphors contribute to the image of spiritual
education that the prayer constructs?

2. The petition “enable us to teach and be taught” places giving and receiving in parallel. What
theology of mutuality does this imply, and how does it compare with Freire’s pedagogy of the
oppressed, which similarly insists that authentic education is always a two-way process?

3. How does the metaphor of children as saplings in a garden relate to the Baha’i principle that
education is “one of the greatest services to God”? What does this say about the relationship
between human effort and divine grace in development?

4. The prayer confesses ignorance, blindness, and spiritual death before requesting their correc-
tion. What is the spiritual function of this kind of honest self-assessment before God? How
does it compare with the confessional tradition in Christianity and the Jewish practice of
vidui (confession)?

5. What would it mean to structure a real educational curriculum around the three metaphorical
conditions named in this prayer: the cloud of bounty, the sun of reality, and the breeze of
guidance?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 190 moves between the heights of martyrdom theology and the concrete minutiae of institu-
tional life, between visionary language about women “astounding the minds of men” and practical
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directives about providing the Hands of the Cause with a “moderate living.” The same pen that
writes a litany of mystical paradoxes about sacrifice writes a gentle prayer for children that asks
simply to be known, seen, and brought to life.

The volume thus presses its reader toward the question: In what sense is the practice of
institutional care — ensuring the material dignity of servants, cultivating the spiritual
lives of children, sustaining communities under persecution — itself a form of the
mystical sacrifice that ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes when He writes that to kindle flame in
the Kingdom one must sacrifice life in this lowest material world?
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