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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 191

The most conspicuous cluster in this twelfth volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha concerns
teaching, communication, and the practical formation of a translocal Baha’i community. AB08449
is especially notable for its explicit valuation of correspondence among American believers, treating
letters as instruments of solidarity and even as “half-meeting.” AB08450 offers a significant state-
ment on priorities: the friends are urged to concentrate on teaching and the diffusion of the divine
fragrances, while “systematization and crystallization (organization)” is assigned to a later season.
Read beside AB09051, which refers to funds for the Chicago Mashriqu’l-Adhkar land, and AB11982,
which announces that the time for building the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar has come, the volume preserves
important glimpses of the transition from personal exhortation and teaching networks toward more
concrete communal institutions.

Several items contain doctrinal or interpretive material of special interest. AB08454 gives a compact
formulation of the comprehensiveness of Baha'u’llah’s teachings, listing education, the oneness of
humanity, harmony of religion and science, equality of men and women, abolition of prejudice,
heavenly morals, and universal peace as interdependent elements in the transformation of humanity.
ABO08646 is also striking, answering whether the teachings may be promulgated without reference
to the Most Great Name: the teachings are likened to a body and the Name to its animating spirit.
ABU2335 offers a hermeneutical observation on Qur’anic narratives, explaining Dhu’l-Qarnayn and
Gog and Magog through the capacity of the questioner and linking Alexander allegorically with
‘Ali. ABO08921 provides a brief metaphysical statement on the realities of things as reflections of
the divine names and attributes, perceptible to insight though veiled from outward sight.

The topic of the Covenant appears with force in a number of items. AB08473 explicitly names Mirza
Muhammad-‘Ali and presents his abasement as a warning concerning violation of Baha’u’llah’s
Covenant; AB0O8557 urges the recipient to diffuse the fragrance of the Covenant and guard against
the whisperings of Covenant-breakers; AB08883 turns the Covenant into martial imagery, asking
that the recipient become a herald of the Covenant and a “piercing flame” against discord; and
ABO08975 identifies the “call” of the age as the call of the Covenant and the melody as unity. These
items are valuable for tracing how ‘Abdu’l-Baha framed steadfastness as the organizing spiritual
principle of the community.

The volume also contains several distinctive social and devotional pieces. AB08520 and AB08948
praise believing women and speak of their honor, influence, and spiritual distinction, while AB09059
is particularly vivid in describing a woman believer addressing leaders with decisive words and scrip-
tural force. AB08605 and AB08686 develop the image of the believer as physician: one heals hearts
through truthfulness, goodwill, spiritual joy, and divine glad-tidings. AB08389 and ABO08505 treat
suffering as participation in the tribulations of the Bab and Baha’u’llah, while ABU2412 preserves a
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memorable recollection of Baha'u’llah’s withdrawal to Sar-Galu, emphasizing His poverty, conceal-
ment, learning, and magnetic influence in Kurdistan. Finally, the literary and musical letters—such
as AB08542, AB0O8771, AB11980, and AB08796—show ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s encouragement of poetry,
song, and devotional performance as means of awakening hearts and gladdening the Concourse on
High.
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ABO08389

ABO08377

To: Thomas Breakwell, in Paris

O thou rose that art blooming in the garden of the love of
God! With every ounce of my affection have I perused thy
letter replete with wondrous meanings, wherein thou didst ac-
knowledge the oneness of God and exhibit the intensity of thy
yearning for His Kingdom.

Know thou, O my friend, that thy Lord hath shown thee His
favor, hath chosen thee to recognize Him in this perspicuous
Day, and hath ordained for thee every blessing in His glorious
Kingdom.

When thy feet are firmly planted upon this Path, thou shalt
behold the bounty of God encompassing thee even as the light
of the Sun of Truth doth encompass Its moons. Be thou a star
shining resplendent in the dayspring of lights, brimming in the
ocean of divine mysteries and riding upon the ark of salvation,
that thou mayest find thyself a trustee of the secrets of the
Kingdom and a mirror reflecting the effulgence of the celestial
realm.
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Upon thee be greetings and praise. L)y el e
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AB08389

His honor Aga Ghulam-‘Ali drank from the hands of the peo-
ple of hatred a brimming cup in the path of God, such that
those intoxicated by the primordial “Am I not?” would appear
inebriated from a mere drop of it.

O how wondrous! This crystalline cup of twilight from the
camphor fountain of truth - its reflection fell upon East and
West. What intoxication and what inebriation it causes! The
faithful lovers of the Most Glorious Beauty desire a portion of
His matchless tribulations and long for the arrow of cruelty.
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AB08395

It is said that when Uwais-i-Qarani learned that the blessed
tooth of the Holy Prophet was broken by the stone of cruelty
from the unfaithful ones, he pulled out all his own teeth so that
he would always be mindful of and affected by the breaking of
that tooth. Now His honor Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali has likewise be-
come affected by and mindful of the tribulation of the Ancient
Beauty.
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ABO08395

O Lord, O Merciful One, O Generous One! Lead Thy servants
to the wellspring of eternal life, and fill them abundantly from
the sweet flowing waters. Admit Thy servants into the high-
est paradise, and intoxicate them with the wine from the cup
whose mixture is of camphor.

Illumine their hearts with the lights of Thy mercy, brighten
their eyes, make their souls the dawning-places of the inspi-
rations of the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, and make their
spirits the recipients of divine knowledge.

Open wide the gates of Thy Kingdom before the hearts of Thy
loved ones, and grant them the supreme guidance. Give the
poor a portion from the ocean of Thy bounty, and through
the outpourings of Thy infinite sea bestow freshness and grace
upon all created things in the contingent world.

Thou art the Bestower, the Powerful, and Thou art the All-
Knowing, the All-Seeing.
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AB08445

AB08401

Happiness lies in knowledge, and knowledge in the fear of God,
and the fear of God in detachment and aversion from worldly
ornaments. And detachment brings divine love, and love seeks
the recitation of verses and communes with God, and the at-
traction of verses refines character - that is, truthfulness in the
path of God and fairness with people and mastery over self and
association with the righteous and avoidance of the ignorant
and respect for the great ones and kindness to the lesser ones
and giving counsel to friends and forbearance with enemies and
generosity to the poor and love for all people and guidance of
those who have gone astray.

This is the most great happiness and the supreme gift and the
imperishable bounty. Blessed are they that know.
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AB08445

O thou who art supplicating unto God!

I read thy precious letter and am informed of its contents,
which show that thou art ill in body and weak, and indicates
thine affection toward thy daughter who is in the age of youth.

I beseech God to ordain prosperity unto thee in this world,
to confer favor upon thee in His supreme Kingdom, and to
heal thee from the illness which has befallen thee for some
hidden reason which no one knows save God. Verily, the will
of God engages occasionally in some matter for which mankind
is unable to find out the reason. The causes and reasons shall
appear. Trust in God and confide in Him, and resign thyself to
the will of God. Verily, thy God is affectionate, compassionate
and merciful. He will look at thee with the glances of the eye
of mercifulness, will guard thee with the eye of bounty, and
will cause His mercy to descend upon thee.

SW_ vO8#18 p.232
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AB08450

AB08449

The correspondence of the believers of God with all parts of
America and from America to all directions is very acceptable
and seasonable. It will be the means of drawing the hearts
together. Unquestionably show ye the utmost of effort in this
matter and correspond with every part. The friends of God
must be like bouquets of roses, disseminating their sweet fra-
grances from one to another. They must assist each other so
that in the powers of the Kingdom co-operation and reciprocity
be obtained. Correspondence and communication are the two
greatest means for solidarity. It is said that Correspondence is
equal to half-meeting.

Forward a copy of this Tablet to all parts, so that the friends
of God in every city in a representative way may correspond
with other cities; especially America. This will be the Cause
of enkindlement and the means of attraction. The souls will
become exhilarated, the spirits gladdened, the hearts stirred
into cheerfulness and the breasts dilated.

DAS.1913-08-25, ABIE.235, BLO_ PN#007

AB08450

The believers with the utmost firmness and steadfastness must
engage in the teaching of the Cause. They must become united
and agreed. They are all the drops of one river, the waves of
one sea, the breezes of one garden, the streams flowing from
one fountain, the birds wafting toward one apex, the hyacinths
adorning one Park, intoxicated with one wine and their hearts
ravished with one melody.

It is hoped that the friends may become sanctified and holy
above all the earthly conditions and in concord and harmony,
in the unity of identity, the unity of quality, the unity of opin-
ion and the unanimity of thought, they may set an example
for the believers of other countries and become the spiritual
leaders of this arena. Now all the aims must verge toward
one spring and all the efforts be centralized on one object and
that is: the diffusion of the Fragrances of the Merciful and the
promulgation of the Word of the Almighty. The time of system-
atization and crystallization (organization) shall come. Now it
is not the time for it. The aim of all the friends must be this:
the diffusion of the Fragrances of Holiness. When the efforts
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AB08451

of one is concentrated around this One Object undoubtedly he
will become the manifestation of the Confirmation of the Man-
ifest Light. Except the guidance of the souls, no other cause
is equally confirmed. If any person entertains other thought
than this unquestionably he will regret.

During the season of seed-sowing you cannot gather a crop and
at the time of irrigation, harvesting is unthinkable. The soul
who during the summer season engages his time in planting
the trees will not reap any reward, for that is the season of
fruit-gathering and not the season of tree-planting. In short:
the purpose is this: During the season of this Divine Spring
we must occupy all our time in seed-sowing and irrigation and
not harvesting and crop-collecting.

DAS.1913-08-26, ABIE.243, BLO__ PN#007

AB08451

O Thou Kind, Incomparable God! Make these hearts famil-
iar with Thy mysteries and detach them from friends and
strangers. Cause them to drink from the cup of the wine of
the Morn of Eternity and intoxicate them with the goblet of
everlasting felicity.

These servants long and yearn for Thee and these lovers are
enamoured and attached to Thee. They are dwellers of Thy
mount, and attracted to the beauty of Thy face. They are the
flock of Thy gazelles, wandering in the wilderness of separation
and scattered in the valley of regret.

Send Thou to them the messenger of providence and cause to
descend upon them the angel of guidance - so that a fragrance
may waft from Thy abode to their nostrils and an effulgence
from Thy face may illumine the hearts of these servants; that
the impenetrable darkness be changed into light and the thorny
place be transformed into a rose-garden.

Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Seeing and the Hearing.

DAS.1913-09-10, ABIE.301, BLO__ PN#007
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AB08454

The world of humanity, says ‘Abdu’l-Baha, will not be trans-
formed into the heavenly paradise through the promotion of
one, single principle. Every progressive principle which is the
cause of the advancement of the world of humanity is like a
simple element. A simple element does not produce a compos-
ite life. But when the elements are associated together then a
being is brought into existence.

The Cause of Baha’u’llah and His heavenly teachings include
all the elements and principles of perfection. Among these
principles are: the highest efficiency in the educational system,
the oneness of the world of humanity, the conformity of re-
ligion with science and reason, equality of rights among the
children of men, the breaths of the Holy Spirit, equality of
men and women, the sweeping away of the prejudices existing
among the various religions, heavenly morals, the fragrances
of the Merciful, universal peace, etc. The Cause of Baha’u’llah
combines in it all these principles.

SW_ v13#06 p.131

AB08462

Cover the sins of the weak ones with the hem of the garment
of Thy mercy! Transform the indifference of the heedless ones
into the essence of fidelity, wisdom and understanding! Grant
the souls a loftier effort and arouse another spiritual tumult in
the minds so that they may sing the melody of the Supreme
Realm, seek for an everlasting glory, long for the delicacies of
the New World, soar toward the Brightest Horizon, enter the
congregation of the Almighty and become the recipients of the
bestowals of the Kingdom! Thus will the dark world become
luminous, the satanic field transformed into the courts of the
Merciful, the mound of earth become the mound of Heaven and
the terrestrial globe the Eternal Rose-garden. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Hearer, the Seer!

SW_ v05#12 p.178
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AB12569

AB08473

The confirmation of the Kingdom of Abha shall descend un-
interruptedly upon those souls who are firm in the Covenant.
Thou hast well observed that every firm one is assisted and
aided and every violator is degraded, humiliated and lost.

It is very astonishing that people are not admonished. They
have observed how Mirza Muhammad ‘Ali, on account of the
violation of the Covenant, descended to the lowest degree of
humiliation and yet they do not become mindful. They have
seen how others through disobedience to the Testament have
fallen into a well of degradation and yet they are not awakened.

This Covenant is the Covenant of His Holiness Baha'u’llah.
Now its importance is not known befittingly, but in the future
it shall attain to such a degree of importance that if a king vio-
lates to the extent of one atom, he shall be cut off immediately.

SW__v04#14 p.241

AB12569

O thou servant at the Divine Threshold! Though the distance
of separation be a hundred thousand leagues, yet the intimacy
that hath been established hath rendered us as though clothed
in the same garment. In truth, thou art present in this gather-
ing, and night and day we are intimate companions.

Indeed, in the private chamber of the heart of the friends we
are confidants of one another, and in the secret sanctuary of
the soul we are intimate companions day and night. Why then
dost thou complain of separation and fill pages with tales of
the pain of longing?

Can any union greater than this be imagined, or any expanse
more vast be conceived? No, by God! Vast and expansive is the
realm of the spirit, not of bodies, and spacious and extensive
is the field of the heart, not this prison.
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ABU2373

ABU2335

...In the divine verses, some matters were revealed according
to the capacity of the questioner and beliefs of that time. For
instance, in the Quran the matter of Dhul-Qarnayn and Gog
and Magog - since the questioners conceived it thus, it was re-
vealed allegorically according to their understanding. In truth,
Alexander refers to the first believer, Ali, peace be upon him,
for he traversed all stations and observed the Sun of Truth hid-
den in a temple of water and clay - “He found it setting in a
spring of dark mud.” Thus the Prophet says “Speak to people
according to their understanding, tell them what they know.
Do you think God and His Messenger would lie?”...
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ABU2373

As we find ourselves eating with each other here, so we hope
that we shall partake of the Divine Food with each other in
the Kingdom of Heaven.

The body is quickened by this food, but by the spiritual food,
the spirit is quickened. The first is for giving power and force
to the body, whilst the essential food is for giving power and
force to the spirit. The body needs food to give it strength,
but the spirit is purified by the essential food. Without food
the body will perish; so also, the spirit will die without the
spiritual food.

Bread is the food of the body, whilst the Breath of God is the
food of the Spirit. The Gifts and Favors of God are the food of
the spirit, so also is the love of God, and affection and union.

PTIM.036, BSTW#358
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ABU2409

At the city gate four travelers sat, a Persian, a Turk, an Arab

and a Greek. They were hungry and wanted their evening meal.

So one was selected to buy for them all. But among them they
could not agree as to what should be bought. The Persian said
angoor, the Turk uzum, the Arab wanted aneb and the Greek
clamored for staphylion green and black. They quarreled and
wrangled and almost came to blows in trying to prove that the
particular desire of each was the right food.

When all of a sudden there passed a donkey ladened with
grapes. Each man sprang to his feet and with eager hands
pointed out: “See uzum!” said the Turk. “See aneb!” said the
Arab. “See angoor!” said the Persian. And the Greek said,
“See staphylion!” Then they bought their grapes and were at
peace.

SW_ v09#18 p.211, VLAB.156, STAB#139

ABU2410

Man in this age has learned the weight of the sun, the path of
a star, the movement of an eclipse - the advance step now is
to learn the expansion of the inflexible law of matter into the
subtler kingdom of spirit, which contains a finer gravitation
which holds the balance of power from age to age unbroken.

Blessed is that soul who knows that against all appearances,
the nature of things works for truth and right forever.. The
emancipated soul sees with the eyes of perfect faith because it
knows what vast provisions are made to enable it to gain the
victory over every difficulty and trial.

Yet man must ever remember the earth plane is a workshop,
not an art gallery for the exhibits of powers. This is not the
plane of perfection, but earth is the crucible for refining and
moulding character.

SW_ v16#05 p.518

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_9/Issue_18
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VLAB.pdf
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2023/04/stab.pdf#page=139
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_16/Issue_5

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08515

ABU2412

Baha'u’llah departed to Sarkalu alone. Nobody knew just
where he was, even we were not informed. Two years he passed
at Sarkalu. Some of the time he passed in the mountains, some
of the time in grottoes, and some of the time in the city of
Sarkalu. Although solitary and alone, nobody knowing him,
yet all through Kurdestan he became well known. It was said,
“This unknown person is a most remarkable person, is exceed-
ingly learned, is possessed of a tremendous power, and has a
colossal force.” All Kurdestan was magnetized by his love. But
Baha’u’llah was passing his time in poverty and even his robes
and clothes were those of the poor; his food was that of the
indigent. The signs of severance were manifest upon him as
the sun at mid-day, and he was absolutely careless regarding
his life.

SW_ v08#13 p.166

ABO08515

To: Mother of Husayn grandson of Dakhil

O handmaiden of God! Glad tidings be unto thee that thy gift
was accepted at the Holy Shrine and caused infinite gratitude
before ‘Abdu’l-Baha. We were most pleased with thee for send-
ing such a sacred gift. It was placed in the Blessed Room and
‘Abdu’l-Baha gazes upon those luminous images.

Convey greetings and praise to the assured handmaiden of God,
the young girl, and tell her to be confident in the grace of the
Lord God.

BSR_ v19pl76
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ABO08765

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih

O namesake of the Most Desired One! Open the eye of out-
ward vision in the arena of existence, that thou mayest behold
the verses of the Supreme Concourse inscribed, recorded and
confirmed in clear script upon the scroll of the horizons. And
observe with care the pure and delicate pages of creation, that
thou mayest perceive the images of the most glorious Kingdom.

When thou hast attained to this vision, thou wilt conform all
thy movements and rest to the Supreme Concourse, and wilt
cry out “Cause me to enter with truth and to depart with
truth.”

Blessed are they who are firm, blessed are they who are stead-
fast.
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ABO08985
To: Rida Quli, in Abadih
O matchless God! HIg Gl

We offer supplication and prayer that Thou mayest make these
servants intimate with Thy mysteries and enable them to hear
the call of the Concourse on High. Make them steadfast in
Thy Covenant and Testament, and companions of the mention
of Thy Blessed Beauty. Give them to drink from the chalice of
Thy oneness and to taste the honey of Thy bounty. Through
the great favor of Thy Ancient Beauty, make them successful.

Grant access to this servant of Thy threshold unto the court of
Thy oneness, and let not this one who hopes in Thy mercy be
disappointed. Make him firm and steadfast in the Covenant
and in faith.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS
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ABO08910

To: Afnan, Siyyid Aqa son of Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din, in Abadih

O scion of the Blessed Tree, Jinab-i-Afnan Aga Siyyid Aqa,
son of His Holiness Afnan of the Blessed Tree, Aqa Mirza Aqa,
upon both of whom be the Most Glorious Glory of God!

Allah-u-Abhal

Since thou art honored with kinship to the Blessed Tree, thou
must needs be distinguished by the attributes of perfection
in all degrees, that thou mayest become, God willing, a pure
and spiritual descendant, utterly detached from earthly things.
And these effusive qualities are the emanations of the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting. Strive thou to be illumined by
those lights and stirred by those signs.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB08869

To: Mirza Husayn Mishkin Qalam, in Akka

O Mishkin-Qalam, upon whom be the Most Glorious Glory of
God! O Mishkin-Qalam! Thou hast complained of the inten-
sity of separation and spoken of the severity of the burning fire
of longing. This intensity of burning is even greater in this grief-
stricken servant, for I have no means of solace except supplica-
tion and lamentation to the Abha Kingdom, and naught but
crying and wailing to the Supreme Dominion. Thou, praise be
to God, whenever thou art sorrowful and grief-stricken, canst
make pilgrimage to the Holy Shrine and become joyful through
beholding that sacred spot and remembering the favors of the
Blessed Beauty. Remember, O noble one, from this meadow,
one morning amidst the meadow....
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AB08586

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Ardikani, in Ardakan

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! It is hoped that through
God’s hidden favors thou wilt become a servant of the Beauty
of Husayn and a servant at the court of the All-Merciful, that
thou wilt sacrifice thy life in the path of His love so that thou
mayest become a guardian in His Kingdom of holiness, become
a manifestation of infinite favors and a dawning-place of the
lights of the grace of the Sun of Truth, spread thy wings and
soar to the horizon of the glory of oneness, become a cause of
love and spirituality, and receive the outpourings of the All-
Merciful’s revelations.

2 This is of God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth, and God is the possessor of great bounty.
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AB08831

To: Mihdi Khan, in Astrabad

O thou who hast lost thy way in the wilderness of the love
of God! Beseech God that in this brief span of life in this
faithless world, thou mayest be enabled to achieve that which
shall endure forever in His divine realm.

All that thou seest manifest shall vanish and be lost, and all
that thou perceivest as hidden shall become evident and clear.
On that Day their belief shall not profit the wrongdoers.

Glory be to God! What heedlessness is this, that the fragrance
from the gardens of the Kingdom of Abha hath encompassed
both the seen and the unseen realms, yet the afflicted one re-
maineth deprived.
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ABO8727

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku

O true friend! Thou art ever before mine eyes, and dearly
cherished; before my gaze, and highly respected. There is no
mightier bond in the world of being than the attachment of
the heart. Even a chain of steel hath not the same degree of
strength. Praise be to God, that bond between the friends is
firm and solid; is binding, capturing, and concentrating the
Perspicuous Light; and is day by day becoming firmer and
stronger. Wherefore, be thou happy and assured that thou
hast an attachment of heart and soul, and that, beneath the
shadow of the Omnipotent One, thou art the object of illim-
itable favours.

Do thou deliver the enclosed letter to Aga Musa.

BRL ATE#004, MAAN#21
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AB08589

To: Mashhadi Abutalib, in Baku

O servant of God! The fellowship of friends brings about spirit
and fragrance, and the love of brethren induces joy in heart
and soul, especially spiritual brethren and mystical friends. As
much as thou canst, associate with souls from whose heart-
gardens thou canst inhale the sweet fragrance of the love of
God, and from whose luminous foreheads thou canst behold
the manifest light. I swear by the Ancient Beauty, the sweet-
ness of the company of true friends, like honey, makes the
palate of heart and soul sugary and sweet.

2 And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB08948

AB08868

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O thou who art occupied with the service of the Cause of God!

> Thanks be to the pure Lord that thou hast been assisted with
such a bounty and favor, and hast been distinguished with
such a blessing - one which all those near to God yearned for.
And although the reality of this divine gift is now hidden and
concealed, yet ere long its brilliant lights shall shine forth from
the dawning-place of possibility and the dayspring of all worlds.
At that time, tongues shall speak forth in praise of this service,
and the reality of all things shall become evident and manifest.
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AB08948

To: Wife of Mirza Abdu’l-Ghafur, in Baku

O pure leaf! Praise and glory befitteth the Divine Unity with
a tongue of thanksgiving, for He hath adorned the heads of the
believing women with the crown of honor “We have honored
the children of Adam”, and hath abased and tested the idola-
trous women with “Then We reduced him to the lowest of the
low.” For these are believers, those are deniers; these are lu-
minous, those are in darkness; these are the dawning-places of
true love, those are the manifestations of pure dissension. The
believing women are manifestations of inner beauty and outer
perfection, of purity of heart and pure love, of the knowledge
of God and the gifts of the Most Glorious Beauty.
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AB08542

To: Azizullah Misbah, in Beirut

O nightingale of the rose-garden of inner meanings! Your
unique and eloquent ode was noted. Indeed it is the height
of fluency.

When praises, laudations and attributes of the Luminary of the
horizons are chanted with utmost eloquence in the spiritual
gathering, the Concourse on High are moved to ecstasy and
delight, and the denizens of the Most Glorious Kingdom engage
in glorification and praise.

How blessed you are, therefore, to have become the cause of
joy and bliss to the spiritual ones, and the source of ecstasy
and delight to the divine ones. Upon you be glory, and upon
you be greetings and praise.
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AB09009

To: Zia M Bagdadi, in Beirut

O illumined youth! With utmost joy I read your spiritual letter
and repeatedly chanted its phrases which were imbued with
heartfelt feeling. How delicate and tender were those words,
emanating from a heart filled with divine love!

With a beseeching and supplicating heart, overflowing with
attraction to the Most Glorious Kingdom, I humble myself
before the Divine Threshold and the Lordly Court, that He
may cause you to progress continuously to the highest degrees
of success and prosperity, enkindled with the fire of the love of
God, engaged in the remembrance of the Lord of the first and
the last, striving to acquire human perfection, until you are
prepared for service to the Cause of your Lord, the Merciful,
the Compassionate.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08646

ABO08771

To: Ardishir Khudabakhsh Bihjat, in Bombay

O peerless poet! The verses which thou hadst strung like a
string of pearls were noted. Each verse was a masterpiece, and
every word was like ruby and pearl. It was the melody of the
bird of the divine rose-garden and the song of Barbad of the
All-Merciful realm.

Each time thou drawest breath, the spiritual ones stand ready
to hear, and the luminous forms are stirred into motion. As
much as thou art able, day and night, convey the song and
melody of the Angel to the ears of the heedless. Perchance
they may come to their senses and awaken.
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AB08646

To: Mahmud Zarqani, in Bombay

As to his question about the permissibility of promulgating
the divine teachings without relating them to the Most Great
Name, you should answer: “This blessed Name hath an effect
on the reality of things. If these teachings are spread without
identifying them with this holy Name, they will fail to exert
an abiding influence in the world. The teachings are like the
body, and this holy Name is like the spirit. It imparteth life
to the body. It causeth the people of the world to be aroused
from their slumber.”
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ABO08934

To: Nush, in Bombay

O thou who refreshest souls! Gl Fs sl

> In the feast of the love of God, so gladden the cup of mystic
knowledge and cause the vessel of intimate communion and
supplication to weep, that in this Baha’i celebration, amidst
the circle of divine lovers, cries of spiritual intoxication may
arise and the angel of the celestial realm may be moved to
rapture and ecstasy.

Through the assistance and grace of the Most Great Unity,
harbor the utmost mighty hope that He may transform a lost
one into an angel and kindle aflame one who is cold.

And the glory be upon thee.
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ABO08935

To: Nush, in Bombay

O Nush! The moment of spiritual intoxication is at hand, and
the wine of consciousness flows as the time of fervor and ex-
citement approaches. Turn your ear to the celestial realm that
you may hear the melody of the divine herald and catch the
mysterious whispers of the angels. The goblet of wine is over-
flowing and the crystal decanter weeps with joy. The divine
radiance encompasses all, and the fame of the Lord has spread
throughout East and West, vast and mind-quickening. You
who are intoxicated with the wine of mystery - arise! Burn
away the veil of idle fancy from those who are frozen in spirit,
and kindle with the fire of the soul those who are as dead, that
they may attain eternal life and receive the rays of the Sun.
May your soul be gladdened!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) ABO08657
AB12609

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Ol b !

> The graceful letter written to Aga Siyyid Taqi was perused.

Like the breeze from the Paradise of divine unity it was delicate
and life-giving, for the essence of love for the Most Glorious
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones, was
manifest and evident in its contents.

In any case, a letter was sent to Sadid - deliver it to him, that
perchance through the assistance of the Ancient Beauty, may
my spirit be a sacrifice for the lowliest of His servants, the lights
of truth may shine forth in those regions and some warmth may
appear in that land. Through you and them may the Cause of
God shed its radiance.

1 And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08657

To: Vali Aqa, in Bushruyyih

...although the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for
His loved ones - endured infinite persecution and oppression,
suffered severe trials, and His luminous Temple was made a
prisoner in chains, the divine Joseph never found rest in this
mortal world. Rather, weak and distressed, He was banished
from country to country until, in the Most Great Prison, He as-
cended to the Kingdom of Glory, the center of eternal bounty.
Yet praise be to God that He trained souls who are as precious
jewels, who are among those of pure heart, who are sincere,
whose heads are filled with passionate devotion, who are en-
chanted and enthralled with the Beloved of the horizons, who
are aflame and attracted, and who are engaged in service....
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AB09042

ABO08707

To: Shirazi, Aga Mashhadi Muhammad Ibrahim et al., in Darab

O two servants of Truth! In this moment I am offering prayers
at the Threshold of the One God, the Most Great Name, saying;:
“O Lord! Make these two precious souls intimate companions
with Thy remembrance, and guide these two longing hearts to
the rose-garden of inner meanings and realities. Lead these
two fish to the sweet waters of guidance, and bring these two
gazelles of the desert of unity to the meadow of Thy bounty.
Thou art the Powerful, Thou art the Mighty, the All-Seeing.”
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AB09042

To: Husayn Quli, in Ganjih

O My dearly loved friend! When the light of the Morn of Divine
guidance flasheth and glisteneth from the horizon of truth, the
radiant heart of man partaketh of it through the Divine light,
the lamp of His bounty beameth forth and sheddeth the light
of Oneness, the fire of love is kindled and consumeth the souls
of men.

Therefore, with complete attraction turn thy face unto the
Realm on high and fervently supplicate unto the Lord, per-
chance His grace and limitless favours may encompass thee.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08728

AB09064

To: Wife of Karbala’i Jabbar, in Gangjih

O handmaiden of God! I received thy letter and perused it. I
am very pleased. Its contents are vibrant and its meanings are
agreeable and sweet.

Do thou not be vexed by exile, nor be weary by the burden
of anguish. The aid and bounty of God will be at hand. Hell
becometh Paradise; night will change into morn; the darkness
of separation will turn into daylight, these sorrowful days will
pass; the sun of bounty will shine; the sweet savours of His
favours will waft; the attributes of the All-Merciful will be
evident; spirituality will be victorious; joy and radiance will
be attained; the hearts will rejoice; the lover will be happy;
the faces will be resplendent moons; and servitude to God will
be manifest.

Salutation and praise upon thee!
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ABO08728

To: Haji Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Nazir, in Haifa

O true spiritual friend!

His honor Mirza Habib has just now arrived from Haifa and is
about to depart, therefore I am hastening with utmost speed
to write this brief letter. The purpose is that I am extremely
concerned about the disordered state of affairs of that kind
friend, and remember you at every moment. I am hopeful
through the favors of the King of Oneness that, God willing,
something will be ordained and arranged that will bring about
the means of comfort. “And whosoever puts his trust in God,
He shall suffice him.” Assuredly whatever lies within the realm
of possibility, effort and striving will be made. For the rest, I
commit you to God.
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AB12061

AB12617

To: Karbala’t Muhammad Husayn Naraqi, in Haifa

O true friend! Although this desert was vast and this sea was
deep, yet you finally traversed it and reached this shore. Dis-
tance and hardship of the path did not prevent you from reach-
ing the glorious Ka’bah. And his honor the Trustee (Jinab-i-
Amin) has the utmost joy regarding your circumstances and
character.

Now you must don the pilgrim garb of the Ka’bah of existence
from this land, and on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha set out for the
path of the Friend, lay your head at the Sacred Threshold, and
perfume your nostrils with the sweet fragrance of the blessed
Shrine. This, verily, is the manifest triumph.

Lo p bos Ul s 122 0 i DL G
J=be b 6—’5&@#;’&; Sy GF
o #4817 o Cads 5 dy (S
3 dlel 5l s JE Gl Ol 3}"@

.AJ)\JLE&J%\

02l Ol 3y sy taaS el b dls
Cerss 655 pole eldle 3 aldl 5 sy
“adl plie 5 At b Dl oy 2
5500 gp M O fle ane S3e #ay; 2l

ol

INBA85:120b

AB12061

To: Afnan, Bibi Sakinih sister of Mirza Muhsin (Yazd), in Haifa

O blessed leaf of the Divine Lote-Tree, handmaiden of Baha,
Munirih gave the glad tidings that through God’s grace and
bounties, two baby girls have been granted to that luminous
leaf’s two daughters. This brought great joy.

> Through the hidden favors, I hope these two branches of the
blessed Tree will grow and develop under the shadow of mercy,
in the radiance of the Sun of Truth, and through the outpour-
ings of the cloud of bounty, and receive their portion and share
from the effusions of the root of the Tree. Name them Tuba
and Ruha.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08859

AB12066

To: Vaiz Qazvini, in Hamadan

O thou who art bewildered by ignominy! Praise be to the
Friend that through love for that Beauty of the horizons thou
didst rend thy garment and become notorious throughout the
world, renowned throughout all regions.

Thou didst become a moth to the lamp of splendor, raised high
the banner of harmony, shunned the people of discord, engaged
in spreading the divine verses and exalting the Word of God,
and in the arena of sacrifice offered up both life and property.

How blessed art thou, being such a counselor who takes counsel
and a speaker who acts, commanding others to goodness but
beginning with their own selves. This indeed is the quality of
the righteous and the mark of the chosen ones.
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ABO08859

To: Abbas Khan, in Isfahan

O thou who art longing to witness the Eternal Beauty!

As far as thou art able, be swift and active in the path of God,
and be fearless and undaunted before the enemies, that thou
mayest soar with wings unto the zenith of heaven and journey
and behold in the heights of ancient glory.

Become intoxicated from the immortal cup and be refreshed
and enamored of the ocean from the pure fountain.

Attain unto spiritual life and heavenly joy, seek mighty glad-
ness, and find novel spirit and fragrance.

Discover repose for thy soul and tranquility of conscience.

Become one of the hosts of God and of the celestial angels.

And upon thee be glory!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08921

ABO08805

To: Ghulam Rida Khan, in Isfahan

O servant at the threshold of contentment! In this moment
when I am companioned by thy remembrance, I have taken up
the pen and begun to write, that it may be established that the
remembrance of friends is the companion of the soul and the
intimate of the heart and conscience. We shall not forget for
a moment, nor shall we cease from fervor and enthusiasm, nor
remain silent from prayer and supplication at the threshold of
the peerless Lord: “O single Lord! Keep that friend protected
from strangers, and make him the recipient of all manner of
favors.” And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are
steadfast.
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AB08921

To: Ghulam Rida Khan, in Isfahan

O thou whose eyes are fixed upon the Kingdom of Abha!

> When thou ponderest deeply into the realities of things thou
wilt see them all emanating from the reflections of God’s names
and attributes and the signs of the One Who shineth from the
Sinai Mount - names and attributes which are entrusted in the
realities of things. Thus these realities are not evident unto

the eyes. However, the reality of perception doth witness them.

But outer sight will remain veiled and deprived. Consider for
example that it is because of the effulgent rays of the sun and
its resplendent light that rubies and chrysolite mature in the
heart of stones and the depth of mines and yet this realisation
is apparent only to intelligence and insight and through the
power of Him Who is Strong in Power.
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AB09038

ABO08573

To: Haji Muhammad Chamgurdani, in Isfahan

O servant of Baha! The reality of all things proclaims with
eloquent tongue “Glory be to my Lord, the Most Glorious!”
and the essence of rock and clay and tree cries out “Glory be
to my Lord, the Most Exalted!” The nightingale of the gar-
dens of the Supreme Concourse warbles “The Sun of Baha has
dawned!” The birds of the garden of sanctity raise their song
“The Most Great Resurrection has come to pass!” Despite this,
half a century has elapsed while humanity remains in contin-
uous slumber. What heedlessness is this! What ignorance!
What loss! What deprivation!

2 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09038

To: Mirza Abbas Quli, in Isfahan

O my Lord and my Hope! I beseech the Kingdom of Thy
mercy to forgive Thy servant who hath ascended unto Thee,
who hath humbled himself at the gate of Thy oneness, who
is broken before the might of Thy divinity. O Lord! Shade
him beneath the clouds of forgiveness, immerse him in the
ocean of pardon and bounty, and cleanse him from the stain
of disobedience. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful,
the Compassionate.

O Lord! He hath ascended to the precincts of Thy mercy and
soared unto the kingdom of Thy bounty. Therefore, honor his
abode and cause him to dwell in the habitation Thou hast
prepared for the choicest among Thy creation and the most
noble among Thy chosen ones. Verily, Thou art the Kind, the
Benevolent, the Tender, the Loving, the Ever-Forgiving, the
Bountiful.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08898

AB08863

To: Murshid Aqa, in Isfahan

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that blazeth in the
human Tree!

How long shall human souls seek their abode and dwelling-
place in this earthly dust-heap? And for how much longer
shall these human birds build their nests and make their homes
in this perishable ash-pit? If they be birds of the meadow of
divine knowledge, they must needs spread their wings and take
flight unto the branches of the gardens of oneness. And if they
be fish of the ocean of love, they must needs move and swim
therein. The wingless bird is but a worm clinging to the earth,
and the waterless fish is naught but dust in the lowest of the
low.

And upon thee be glory, inasmuch as thy spirit hath soared
unto the meadows of divine knowledge and thy heart hath
plunged into the seas of the All-Merciful.
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To: Musa Khan Sartip, in Isfahan
O dear Musa! Ol g &

His Holiness Moses heard the call of the Merciful Lord from
the kindled fire in the green tree. Praise be to God that thou
hast heard the call of the Revealer of Sinai from the luminous
flame in the blessed human tree. Although the Caller was one
and the same, that call was raised from tree and stone and clay,
while this call was raised from the Most Great and Glorious
Manifestation. That wine was passed around in an earthen
cup, while this pure wine came in a crystal goblet adorned
with brilliant gems. Great indeed is the difference!

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09081

AB08931

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab son of Mulla Ali Akbar, in Ishqabad

O fresh sapling of the divine garden! Although outwardly I
have not written to you until now, the Blessed Beauty - may
my spirit be a sacrifice for His enraptured loved ones - bears
witness that from the time your name was mentioned and your
trace became known, I have beseeched God that you might
become a sign of divine knowledge and a manifestation of the
bounty of the All-Merciful.

May you become a clear proof of “We wish to show favor unto
those who were brought low in the land and to make them
leaders and to make them inheritors.” This is from God’s grace
which He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is
the Lord of great bounty.
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AB09081

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishqabad

O thou who has sacrificed his spirit in the service of the Cause
of God! Praise be to God that thy services were accepted.
They have been much praised at the threshold of the Abha
Beauty and thou hast been loved and sought after in the pres-
ence of the Supreme Concourse.

What more dost thou desire? The highest wish of the Supreme
Concourse is the good pleasure of the Abha Beauty and His
good pleasure is dependent on service to His Cause.

Pray God that He may assist me also in this path and make
of me a lowly servant among such as serve at His threshold. I
swear by His blessed countenance! This service is more to be
sought after than sovereignty of the Kingdom itself.

And upon thee be the Glory, O servant of the Cause of God.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08796

AB11980

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Ishgabad

O bird of the meadow! Begin with a melody to sing a love-song
that will cause the dwellers of the Supreme Concourse to be
stirred into motion. And raise such a song that rock and stone
and clod will be moved by it.

In gatherings and meetings, play and sing with the melody
of Barbad and the psalms of David, that the angels of the
Supreme Concourse may experience joy and delight and obtain
spiritual happiness.

And upon you and upon all who are firm in the Covenant be
the Glory.
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ABO08796

To: Azizullah, in Ishqabad

O thou who art dear to ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Thy wonderful verses
were mystical secrets from a luminous heart. They are as sugar
to the taste of spiritual ones, and sweeter than honey to the
palate of divine ones. They became the cause of joy and delight,
especially this verse:

“Though I be sinful, guilty, and a pauper of the age,
Thy name is renowned throughout the regions of the world”

This verse is most excellent. But thou art not sinful-thou art
obedient. Thou art not guilty—thou art intimate. Thou art
not a pauper—thou hast the treasure of the Kingdom up thy
sleeve. An empty purse does no harm when thou possessest
that which is needful and fitting: the love of the Most Glorious
Beauty, may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones. And
upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08690

ABO08520

To: Bibi Sakinih wife of Siyyid Yusuf, in Ishqabad

O handmaiden of God! In this precious age, the century of the
mighty and omnipotent Lord, women have placed the crown
of men upon their heads, inasmuch as all are gathered on the
same plane.

When women arise to perform righteous deeds, their influence
is greater and more acceptable at the Divine Threshold, for
they are secluded ones, while men are those who appear in
public.

Pray thou to God that thou mayest, in steadfastness and firm-
ness in the Covenant, become the pride of men and the exem-
plar of secluded women.
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To: Bibi Sakinih wife of Siyyid Yusuf, in Ishqabad
O servant in the Most Great Land! (,.la':—\ o2l Faesle (g

Previously some lines were written, and now again this let-
ter is penned so that you may know how much being a gar-
dener in that land draws one near to the court of the Lord,
the All-Bountiful. And your flowing verses, like the melody of
a thousand songbirds in the gathering of the handmaidens of
the All-Merciful, brought great joy.

You had asked permission to attend - for now remain occupied
with that same service, for tending the Most Great Land is
service to God.

And upon you be glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08559

ABO08510

To: Fatimih Bigum, in Ishqabad

O maidservant of God, well-pleased and pleasing! Sigh and
lament not on account of this calamity, neither scratch thy
face or let loose thy tears in sorrow. That rose hath hastened
unto the rose-garden of God, that bird of the dawn hath flown
unto bower of mysteries, that wayfarer in the wilderness of
separation hath sped to the sanctuary of the Daystar of the
world, and that thirsty fish hath found its way unto the ocean
of grandeur. Rather shouldst thou weep for those souls who
will fall into eternal torment and be afflicted with everlasting
deprivation.
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AB08559

To: Husayn Kirmanshahi, in Ishqabad

O my Lord! T am a sinner, and Thou art the Forgiver. I am
intoxicated with the wine of heedlessness; grant me awareness.
I am occupied with the mention of this sorrowful world; bestow
upon me an ear that may hear the melody of the Concourse
on High, hearken to the song of the nightingale of Thy sa-
cred gardens, and perceive the notes of the thankful birds with
an attentive ear. O Lord! Remove the veil from mine eyes
that I may witness Thy greatest signs and observe the subtle
mysteries of Thy supreme glory. Grant life to my heart, and
bestow upon my soul a spirit and sweet fragrance worthy of
this mighty century and befitting this glorious age. And upon
thee be glory.
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AB11981

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Quli, in Ishqabad

O thou who gazest toward God! Q1 ) LG gl

> In this moment when I am intimate with thy remembrance, the
pen is in motion and the soul is in joy and delight. The glad
tidings of the Abha Kingdom encompass all, and the verses of
the Most Great Name are clear and evident. Illumined eyes
are enriched by witnessing, and attentive ears are benefited
by hearing. And this is the portion of the one who walks the
straight path.

3 Though the lights are brilliant and the mysteries radiant, yet
veils conceal and darkness envelops, until the impelling force
of divine confirmation and the vanguard of heavenly success
comes to whomsoever it may.
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AB08609

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Ishqabad

O thou who art accepted and favored by the Truth! What
shall I write? For my heart is in the utmost state of attraction
and my spirit in the highest degree of gladness. This one is in
ardor and rapture, and that one in flight and vibration.

In any case, I am so filled with spirit and fragrance in mention-
ing the loved ones of the All-Merciful that weariness, tedium
and exhaustion completely vanish, even were I to be occupied
and engaged in writing from morning till midnight, and to
write continuously.

Consider, then, how I am aflame with love for the friends of
the All-Glorious Beauty. All the friends will surely become like
this.
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ABO08781

AB11982

To: Ustad Ali Akbar Banna Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O thou true friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Thy most ardent wish

was for the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar to be reared and established.

For each and every thing there is a prescribed season—and
praise be to God, the time to build the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
hath now come! The greatest endeavour must therefore be
exerted that this mighty edifice may be erected solidly and
firmly, with refinement and grace. This is a great service to the
Sacred Threshold, the renown of which shall gladden, through
all eternity, the hearts of the Concourse on high in the Kingdom
of holiness.
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ABO08781

To: Muhammad Jafar, in Istanbul

O seeker after truth! Purge and sanctify thine eye from the
veils of the vain imaginings of the various sects, that thou
mayest behold with the eye of certainty the manifest Light,
and attain unto the station of true certitude, and hearken with
the ear of inner consciousness to the melody of the Concourse
on High, “Holy and Sanctified is the Lord of the angels and
the Spirit!”

The carpet of this perishable world shall soon be rolled up;
therefore must one think of everlasting glory and dignity.

The gates of mercy are opened wide, and the hearts of the
Manifestations of divine bounty are expanded. The lights of
recognition are shining forth and radiating brilliantly, and the
grace of the All-Merciful is continuous and abundant. Blessed
are they who walk in His ways and drink of the wine of the
knowledge of God.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08776

ABO08756

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Khurasan

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine love!

In these days, through the assistance and bounty of the Most
Great Unity, I await the appearance of souls who will blaze
like an ignited fire in all hearts and who will be raised like a
manifest standard from the highest heaven. They shall surge
like the waves of the sea and, like a luminous star in the ethereal
horizon, shall beam with light and be inspired by the breath of
the Holy Spirit. They shall become brilliant lamps and radiant
lights shining forth from the Sinai of manifestation. How long
until these shining stars and these guiding lights shall appear!
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To: Hidayatullah Khan (Mashhad), in Khurasan

O thou candle of guidance! Guidance is the love of the Beauty UJ,\ Jla g,.s’- Colds las Cc“ !

of Oneness. Praise be to God that its lamp is lit within thy
heart, and that the gift of guidance leadeth to the path of the
Kingdom. Praise be to God that through this bounty thy heart
is like unto a rose garden and meadow.

Stretch thy hand from thy sleeve and scatter the treasure of the
spirit throughout the regions of the world. Put thy tongue and
utterance to use in promoting the religion of God and exalting
the Word of God, that thou mayest, like unto a polished sword,
conquer territories and, like unto the morning breeze, bestow
fresh life upon yearning hearts.

Upon thee be salutation and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08505

AB08483

To: Mulla Ahmad, in Khurasan

My God, my God! I beseech Thee in the depths of my heart,
and with my inner and outer tongue, that Thou wouldst assist
Thy servant who hath sought refuge at the gate of Thy oneness,
to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee, and to unfurl the
sails of the Ark of Thy verses. O Lord! Aid him with the
hosts of Thy Kingdom, and send down in his support a sign
of Thy celestial might, and ordain for him every good thing in
all Thy worlds. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty,
the Best-Beloved.

O Lord! Send down upon all the loved ones a tranquility from
Thy presence, and make them so firm in the Covenant that
their steadfastness may become as missiles hurled against the
people of discord. Verily, Thou art the All-Bestowing.
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ABO08505

To: Ustad Muhammad Husayn, in Khurasan

O pure-hearted master! What blessing could be greater than
that thou hast become a partner in the tribulations of the
Exalted One and a sharer in the afflictions of the Abha Beauty?

They beat the Primal Point with rods in Adhirbayjan, kindling
a fire in the hearts of the spiritually-minded, and this same
punishment was meted out to the Ancient Beauty - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - in Mazindaran. Earth
and heaven wept, but thou shouldst be joyful, for thou hast
become a partner in the tribulations and afHlictions of that
Self-Sufficing One.

What bounty could be greater than this? And the Glory be
upon thee.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) ABO08742

ABO08883

To: Aga Muhammad Aqa, in Khuy

O thou who art the object of the glances of the eye of divine 5 Jol& cile ge olad b bede (o
favor! The all-encompassing grace and the bounties of the Most ol codal & o ible
Great Unity have been attained.

Say: Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having honored me :}L R 6:9;.: k AL a b
to enter beneath the shade of the Tree of Thy Oneness, and to o2 e loosgydl uif;"-bj 5 8
arrive at the wellsprings of the outpouring of Thy Singleness
and the holy laws of Thy mercy. O Lord! Make me a herald
of the Covenant, and a piercing flame against the people of Jal J‘ L’b U‘f"‘ 5 Sl ook le’"‘
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ABO08742

To: Kalimi, Khudabakhsh father of Habib Muayyid, in Kirmanshah

O thou who art born of the element of heart and soull You 4 Jle & 2> Jdsyole ate ooy &l
must be descended from His Holiness Abraham, for had you i 53 8o J{ P u\ ae o)) j | &
be.en born merel}./ of water an.d clay, you would not have at- u,‘:lc Jeby gty JJ-M e S (L_o f}‘.
tained such manifest success in this mighty Day, nor would

you have turned your face to the highest paradise. Therefore, Sl LT 5T 9 d_L” Vo o 25k 4y
this acceptance is proof of those aspirations, and this witness spde Ol by o o0 O
is evidence of the good pleasure of that noble ancestor.
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divine fragrances. And upon you be the Glory.
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ABO08686

ABO08752

To: Ibrahim Munir Divan, in Konya

O thou who art bewildered in the wilderness of the love of God!

> Thy letter was received and we were deeply affected by the
trials and hardships that have befallen thee. Yet this tribu-
lation is in truth the very essence of bounty, for it is in the
path of the Most Glorious Beloved. I swear by His enchanting
countenance and His musk-scented locks that this fire is light
itself, and this deadly poison is the pure wine and camphor-
mixed nectar. Therefore give thanks unto God that thou hast
become a partner in hardships and tribulations, and a sharer
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And upon thee be glory! Se sl
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ABO08686

To: Mirza Ibrahim Kalimi Faridiyan, in Kulyai

O physician! Seek thou the wisdom of spiritual healers and — oll. culb 5 o Oliley, R (§> &!

the medicine of the Baha’is. Treat the sick with divine glad-
tidings, and heal the ailing with the supreme elixir of the All-
Merciful’s joy. Nurse the patient with hope and good news,
and strengthen the weak with divine gladness.

No treatment is better for the sick than spiritual joy and de-
light, and joy and happiness are confined to divine glad-tidings.
This is a remedy for every ill, a healing for every ailment, and
a quenching for every thirst.

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12618

AB11787

To: Khalil Rahmani Farani, in Mashhad

O Shah Khalill Be a true heir to that illustrious Mir and be-
come the cause of healing for every ailing heart. Water the
field of that divine Farmer and tend the garden of that spiri-
tual Friend, so that the harvest may yield abundance and the
garden may become the envy of flower beds and meadows.

Today is the time for teaching and exalting the Word of God
until religion remains for God, the Single, the One, the All-
Compelling. Without this blessed endeavor, success and pros-
perity and achievement are difficult. In this let those who
strive, strive.
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AB12618

To: Naraqi, Nimatullah son of Aqa Muhammad Javad Naragi,

O my God, my God! Verily, Javad increased in his longing
to meet Thee and in his yearning to attain unto the precincts
of Thy mercy, until he soared on wings of attraction unto the
kingdom of Thy bounty, that he might abide forever in the gar-
dens of Thy forgiveness, Thy pardon and Thy loving-kindness.
O Lord, Lord! He is thirsty; lead him to the wellsprings of Thy
favors and bestowals. He is hungry; feed him from Thy tables
and blessings. He is naked; clothe him with the robes of Thy
grace and beneficence. He is supplicating; shelter him in Thy
nearness and grant him the bounty of meeting Thee. Verily,
Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the All-Bestowing.

in Mashhad
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ABO08689

AB08684

To: Baha’is of Matnih (Matanaq), in Matanih

O beloved servants of the Most Glorious One!

> His honor Aga Muhammad Isma’il, being intimate with the
breath of Gabriel and desirous of writing this letter, is now
present in this gathering and observant in this assembly. It is
impossible to resist the bloodthirsty Turk of Tabriz and the
mighty champion of Adharbayjan. Therefore, I too took up
the pen and attempted to write.

However, as soon as I took up the sorrowful pen, it became
evident that the holy fragrances had been diffused from the
Abha Kingdom, and thus would perfume the nostrils of my
spirit and the spirit of the people of Adharbayjan. For the
grace and bounty of the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit be
sacrificed for His loved ones - is perfect toward the people of
Adharbayjan.
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AB08689

To: Mulla Husayn Ghadanfar son of Ghadanfar, in Mazandaran

O servant of the travelers! This servitude is not mere service -
it is kingship. It is not mere attendance - it is sovereignty. The
utmost desire of this servant is to become honored with such
service, but where could this be attained? “Would that I were
with you, that I might achieve a mighty triumph!”

Service to the friends is a gift from the All-Merciful, and servi-
tude to the loved ones is freedom in both worlds. The servant
of the beloved ones is the servant of the Beauty of Abha, and
the attendant of the friends is the master of both worlds.

Therefore give thanks to God that thou hast been assisted to
achieve such favors. And the glory be upon thee and upon all
who are firm in the Covenant.
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ABO08540

ABO08605

To: Ali Akbar son of Muhammad Sadiq Naragi, in Miyanduab

O faithful servant of God! Be a truthful speaker and a skilled
physician. Heal the sick and be a balm to the wounded heart
and soul. Seek the well-being of all horizons and strive for the
comfort of all who dwell on earth. Be the cause of gladness
to the world of humanity and the means of prosperity for the
servants of God.

Be loving towards all creation and wish well for all humanity.
Be at peace with everyone and deal truthfully with all, that
the eternal bounties of the All-Merciful may become thy com-
panion and the effulgences of the All-Merciful may cause thee
to become firm and steadfast in heart and step.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

DAS.1913-10-12

AB08540

To: Mirza Husayn brother of Ali Muhammad Varga, in Miyanduab

O brother of that Most Luminous Orb!

> What you had written was noted. Your account of the hard-
ships that have befallen you caused the utmost sorrow. I hope
that these tribulations and afflictions may become the cause of
attaining the favors of the All-Glorious Lord and the means of
acceptance in the Abha Kingdom. God willing, this hardship
shall be transformed into comfort and this intensity into ease.

Convey my loving greetings to the light of spiritual eyes, Mirza
Valiyu’llah. In all conditions, I keep him in my thoughts and
remember him.
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ABO08975

AB09059

To: Fatimih Baygum Known as Zan-i-Akhund, in Najafabad

O handmaiden who hath borne every tribulation in the path of
God! Consider the special favors and exclusive bounty of the
Most Holy One in this cycle of mercy, whereby a leaf addres-
seth the leaders with decisive words and conclusive discourse,
and He causeth her to speak forth the blessed verse “Our Lord!
We obeyed our chiefs and our great ones, and they misled
us from the way,” that the truth of “So confounded was he
who disbelieved” might become manifest and apparent, and
the lights of “Truth hath come and falsehood hath vanished
away” might shine forth resplendent.

2 And upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.
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ABO08975

To: Baha’is of Namiq

O friends! The call is the call of the Covenant and the melody
is the melody of unity. To those illumined ones the horizon of
existence is bright and the daysprings of the horizons are illu-
mined with the light of the Lord of grace and bounty. Open
your eyes that you may behold the most great signs, and rest
beneath the shade of the Tree of Paradise, and adorn the gath-
erings of existence with the bounty of firmness and steadfast-
ness, so that you may stain your face and hair with your own
blood at the altar of love. This is the glory of the human world
and this is the gift of the All-Merciful Lord. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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ABO08557

ABO08915

To: Aga Abu’l-Hasan (Naragh), in Naraq

O thou who speaketh in remembrance of God!

> Rumi, in his Ghazals and in the Mathnavi, relateth this tale:
“He saith unto thee in thy state of intoxication: O Abu’l-Hasan!
O thou young in years! O thou of tender frame! O thou but
lately weaned from milk! With face of a Hashimite, nape of a
Turk, hair of a Daylamite, and beard of a Greek!”

In any case, in the eye of love he saw the young as great, and
found the rough-bodied to be tender. Yet these veiled and
wayward people fail to behold the effulgent lights that shine
from the Abha Kingdom, and turn not towards the Eternal
Beauty.
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ABO08557

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son of Muhammad Isma’il Yazdi, in Nayriz

O servant of God! Thanks be to the All-Knowing Lord that
He guided thee to the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree and gave
thee shelter beneath the Tree of Life, made thee drink from the
everlasting Kawthar and quenched thy thirst with the living
waters. Now thou must, with complete rapture and attraction,
diffuse throughout all regions the soul-stirring fragrance of the
Covenant and Testament, and protect thyself and others from
the whisperings of the Covenant-breakers. And upon thee be
glory!

NYR#118
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ABO08840

ABO08513

To: Bibi Jani, in Nayriz

O handmaiden of God! O assured leaf!

> Consider the grace and generosity of the Sovereign of existence,
Who summoned all created things beneath the shade of the
companionable Tree through the word of the Covenant, that all
might rise and shine forth like luminous stars from the horizon
of steadfastness to the divine Covenant, and might stand firm
and immovable like a mighty mountain.

Alas, a hundred times alas, that some, like the flimsiest of
dwellings—a spider’s web—have completely slipped and fallen
from their foundation.
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AB08840

To: Khajih Ali Nayrizi

O thou who art turned toward the Abha Kingdom! That which
thou didst write was noted. It was all supplication and entreaty,
prayer and fervor. This condition is proof of the sincerity of
thy heart and thy turning toward the Kingdom of Glory.

Be not downcast, be not grieved. Be like unto a blossoming
flower and like a brimming wine-cup. At the Sacred Thresh-
old, seek forgiveness on behalf of thy father, that ascended
companion on high, now forgiven.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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ABO08754

ABO08811

To: Muhammad Ali Mahallati, in Paris

O thou who art firm in the service of the Kingdom of God!
The letter which you wrote dated October 25th to Jinab-i-Aqa
Siyyid Asadu’llah was perused. You wrote about the luminous
gathering in Paris, that praise be to God, that assembly is
radiant. This brought great joy. Today the banner of the
oneness of the human world must be raised, and the pavilion
of unity and oneness must cast its shade upon all horizons. The
servants of this mighty Cause must be the loved ones of God.
Therefore, the friends must manifest such unity, harmony and
oneness that they become the cause of wonder to others and set
an example for all peoples, nations, religions and tribes. For:

“How can the soul that hath not received life from the Life-
Giver Become itself the bestower of life?”

3 This important matter is the divine foundation....
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ABO08754

To: Khusraw Parst, in Poona

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant!
With the utmost joy and fragrance didst thou arrive at the
blessed, luminous Shrine, where thou didst inhale the sweet
fragrances from the rose-garden of the All-Merciful and attain
to the ultimate hopes and spiritual desires.

Now return to India and occupy thyself with diffusing the di-
vine fragrances among the diverse peoples.
tions shall surely encompass thee and infinite heavenly boun-
ties shall unveil their countenance. In all affairs thou shalt
witness the signs of the grace of the All-Forgiving Lord.

Divine confirma-

Upon thee be glory, greetings and praise.
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AB08664

AB08668

To: Ahmad Yazdi son in law of Abdu’l-Baha, in Port Said

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be not grieved. Thou
art contemplating the tribulations and afflictions of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Observe that all sorrows are as a drop while this is as
an ocean. One must show patience and forbearance and trust
in God. It mattereth not.

We who have offered heart and soul in sacrifice to the Abha
Beauty -

Let flood and grief come and destroy the house from its foun-
dation.

God willing, its foundation and structure will grow stronger
and mightier day by day. The point is that one must not be
dejected...
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AB08664

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Please write about any
news or events that arrive from anywhere, or like the late Aga
Siyyid Taqi, write a brief summary of that news on the back
of the same letter and send it.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah! Letters arrive and remain
with you for several days. Among them, Mirza Jalal had sent
a letter, but after he himself arrived, his letter reached us.
Please be attentive in this matter.
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AB08984

AB09051

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

Your letters were received. Send the tablecloths. The draft of
Mirza Ishaq Khan - its receipts were sent before. The second
copy of the first Qa’im-Maqgami draft was received and sent to
you. Now the first copy has arrived and is being sent. What-
ever belongs to the doorway, give to Aqa Ahmad so that it
may be sent with utmost speed to Chicago for assistance to
the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar, for an amount was sent to pay the in-
stallment due on the land but it was not sufficient and more
must be sent. If it is not paid, great loss will result.

And upon you be glory.
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AB08984

To: Qamsari, Muhammad Ali (Father of Zinat) et al.

O friends and handmaids of the All-Merciful!
Ghulam-‘Ali has written a letter...

Jinab-i-Aqga

...therefore I undertook to write this brief letter. If read care-
fully, it will become clear and evident that it is very detailed,
for the mention of the Greatest Name - may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for His loved ones - is recorded therein, and that encom-
passes all meanings of knowledge - “knowledge is but a single
point, which the ignorant have multiplied” - is a saying of His
Holiness the Prince [Imam ‘Ali], and that point is the Greatest
Name, and the explanation of this matter with sufficient and
complete proof is detailed and expounded in the commentary
on Bismi’llahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim.
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ABO08794

ABO08808

To: Furud Gushtasb Qasimabadi

O Farud! The ungrateful army of Kavus brought down Farud
Siyavash and shed the blood of that innocent one. Although
the soldiers of Tus professed verbally their love for Kavus, alas,
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ilarly, the people of sedition utter the pure name of the Sun of
the Covenant, yet they seek to extinguish its light. They con-
tinuously cast ‘Abdu’l-Baha into the whirlpool of oppression,
drink His blood, lacerate His breast, and raise loud lamenta-
tions.

> May your soul be happy!
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AB08794

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Qazvin

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! How blessed is this name and how sacred
this title! The realities of sanctification yearn for this precious
name and honored designation, and when they utter it they are
moved to ecstasy and joy, for this servant is associated with the
Light of the Two Risings, the Radiance of the Two Horizons,
and the Sun of Both Worlds, being named after Husayn. This
is the Most Great Name, this is the most noble talisman, this
is the most luminous full moon, and this is the most radiant
sun. Blessed art thou to be designated by this name. And
upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.
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ABO08838

ABO08839

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Qazvin

O thou who art turned toward the Kingdom! How blessed
is thy name, and how pure thy title and designation! Whence
cometh this musician who hath uttered the name of the Friend?

Thou art a servant, but a servant of Husayn, and through this
holy name thou art the sovereign of princes and the crowned
ruler of the East, the Lord of the two Easts and the Lord of
the two Wests.

3 The hope from the bounty of the peerless Lord is that through
the blessedness of this auspicious name thou mayest become
the prince of the pure ones and the commander of the hosts of
heart and soul, that thou mayest arise to fulfill the obligations
of servitude until thou art distinguished by the bestowals of
the Lord of Lordship.

Thy letter was received. And the glory be upon thee.
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AB08838

To: Abu’l-Hasan Khan, in Qazvin

O thou who art turning thy face towards God! Close thine
eyes to all things else, and open them to the realm of the All-
Glorious. Ask whatsoever thou wishest of Him alone; seek
whatsoever thou seekest from Him alone.

With a look He granteth a hundred thousand hopes, with a
glance He healeth a hundred thousand incurable ills, with a
nod He layeth balm on every wound, with a glimpse He freeth
the hearts from the shackles of grief.

He doeth as He doeth, and what recourse have we? He carrieth
out His Will, He ordaineth what He pleaseth. Then better for
thee to bow down thy head in submission, and put thy trust
in the All-Merciful Lord.
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ABO08977

To: Baha’is of Qazvin

O spiritual friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Do not suppose that this
heart has any attachment to any flower save the countenance of
the friends, or that this soul finds fragrance in any garden save
the garden of their character. However, at times tremendous
obstacles intervene and grave impediments arise, resulting in
some shortcoming.

The people of Qazvin are among the inhabitants of the highest
heaven, so much so that they bring joy to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, while
the party of hell are sorrowful and distressed. Light is for the
righteous, and fire for the wicked.

O Lord! Grant them success in every good deed among the
chosen ones, and let Thy grace and favor encompass even
the strangers. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the All-
Choosing.
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AB08485

To: Hakimbashi, Mirza Musa et al., in Qazvin

O God, my God! Verily, Thy maidservant—acknowledging Thy
signs, believing in Thy words, supplicating to Thy kingdom, at-
tracted to the radiance of Thy beauty—was ailing, and through
Thy mercy her wing feathers were cut off. Seeking her deliv-
erance, she flew toward the apex of salvation until Thou didst
grant her wish in the precincts of Thy most great mercy.

Lord! Increase her loftiness and exaltation, her felicity and
greatness, and perfume her tomb with the copious rain pour-
ing down from the heaven of Thy forgiveness and Thy pardon.
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Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous, the Merciful,
the Clement, the All-Bountiful.
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ABO08955

To: Khadijih Khanum, in Qazvin

O assured leaf! From the day thou didst return until now,
thou hast been ever before Our sight and constantly mentioned.
Turn thy face toward the Kingdom of Glory and render thanks
that, praise be to God, thou didst believe in His Holiness the
Exalted One, remained protected during the great convulsion,
became a believer in the Blessed Beauty, remained steadfast
in the Cause of God. Hold fast to the Covenant and Testa-
ment so that this mighty bounty may be made complete and
thou mayest be gathered, with a radiant countenance, in the
assemblage of the Kingdom.
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AB08862

To: Muhammad Ibrahim brother of Ali Akbar, in Qazvin

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!

A pure soul must be sacrificed in the path of God, and a
heart sanctified from water and clay must become worthy of
the outpouring of the All-Merciful. A black stone cannot be-
come a brilliant ruby, nor can rock and clay transform into
a Badakhshan ruby. A fragment of pottery cannot become a
pearl of the sea, nor can a worthless pebble become a lustrous
gem.

Therefore, since thou hast received the rays from the Sun of
Truth, thou wert deserving of this gift, and since thou hast
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found illumination from the Lamp of Providence, thou wert a
moth of love. Blessed art thou, and excellent is thy final abode.

AB08500

To: Ruhullah, in Qazvin

Verily the hidden secret and the concealed mystery, veiled
within the breasts and enshrined in the pavilions of the heart’s
recesses, hath been revealed through a sign, or a word, or a let-
ter - nay, through a single point from the traces of the Supreme
Pen on the day when the Sun of Glory dawned forth. Glorified
then be my Lord, the Most High!

And verily thou, O thou who art attracted by the verses of
God and enkindled with the fire of the love of God, walk thou
upon the noble path and the lofty, straight way. Then will
the lights shine upon thee from the Dayspring of this mighty
creation. And glory be upon thee.
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To: Shaykh Ahmad Farhadi, in Qazvin

O thou who hast turned thy face toward God! Al A Jze

Although for some time no news hath reached me from thee,
yet at all times I am in search of thy condition. I have not
forgotten thee, nor will I ever forget thee. I beseech and im-
plore the Abha Kingdom that thou mayest be quickened with
a new spirit and become, like unto a lion in the wilderness of
divine knowledge, peerless in the arena of steadfastness in the
Covenant and Testament, that thou mayest be the cause of a
new life in others.
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And upon thee be the Glory, and upon all who are sincere in
the Cause of God.

ABO08763

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar! For some time now the birds of the meadow have
ceased their songs of praise. This is due to the requirements
of this season. But the springtime will return again, and the
life-giving spring will pitch its tent and pavilion upon plain and
wilderness, making up for what was lost. “Hast thou not seen
that after the darkness of night descends upon it, there comes
the light of dawn?” The morning is evidence of this truth.

In any case, be not grieved or disheartened by the difficulties
and hardships that have arisen. Whatever occurs is the result
of “verily God is with the patient.” I yearn in my soul for all
the friends and am filled with the utmost longing.
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ABO08617

To: Bahman Khudamurad, in Qum

O divine Bahman! Through the power of the loving Lord, be a
bane to Ahriman, and like the clouds of winter pour down upon
meadow and plain until tulips and fragrant herbs spring forth
and hyacinths and jasmine bloom, causing the sweet fragrances
of the Abha Kingdom’s rose-garden to waft and the nostrils of
the yearning ones to be perfumed.

O Bahman! This is the time for intimate communion and
prayer, the moment for heavenly melodies and the strains of
the shawhnaz mode. Soar like a falcon in the heights of endless
glory and hunt both bird and fish - the bird that wings through
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the atmosphere of the love of God, the fish that is the heart
swimming in the ocean of the knowledge of God.
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AB08882

To: Hashim Qumrudi

O thou who art beheld by the eyes of God’s loving providence!
Ignite a candle whose rays may reach from this nether world
even to the Abha Kingdom, that its heat may burn away the
veils of self and passion.

2 The lights of earthly sovereignty shall eventually fade, yet the
light of this torch shall endure even from all eternity to all
eternity. The more this light burneth, the more shall its radi-
ance wax and its rays more resplendent shine, for the oil of this
lamp is guidance from the All Merciful and its wick is provided
through the bounty of the Lord.
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AB08627

To: Ali Asghar, in Rafsanjan

O thou who art athirst for the life-giving waters of divine
bounty!

The Salsabil of the Covenant is, in its essence, most sweet and
delectable, yet to the taste of the Covenant-breakers it is the
utmost in bitterness and rancor. When the sense of taste is
impaired by an excess of bile, honey becomes bitter and sugar
turns to poison. The palate that is accustomed to salt water
To one who feeds on clay, sugar
candy is of no effect, and to the tanner, sweet fragrance is
death repeated.

recoils from sweet water.
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Therefore give thanks that thou art a nightingale in this rose-  bsb 4 Jk ) Jk s s o
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ABO08574

To: Muhammad Unis Khalifih, in Rangoon

O thou servant of Baha! Praise be to the Most Great Lord ¢ ;5 & 1, LS & o K2 4 sk (o
that thou hast found thy way to this gathering and partaken ) 31 6o 04 bl (p3) 5 8L ol Lla
of this joy, that thou hast become intoxicated with this wine s 4 o3l £ O3 GAE e 00l
and hast attained unto this fresh banquet, this feast prepared Gt L:(} ooy SUT
and made ready.
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AB08660

To: Mihdi Tabib Baha’i, in Rasht

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received. 05, Sl Jges W& 2ael Olg B (6l
Thou hadst written that, praise be to God, the loved ones of ol s il ;1:;.\ &k S Aoy 03503
God are in the utmost attraction and enthusiasm. This news
brought joy to our hearts, for a depressed person is better off
dead, and a frozen person is better off dissolved.
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And treat the eye according to the prescription in the Book.
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AB08949

To: Mother of Mirza Isma’il, in Rasht

O pious and virtuous leaf! Shouldst thou discover the bountiful
favours of the Ancient Beauty with regard to the handmaidens
of the Merciful, thou wilt be joyous and happy that thou wilt
wing thy flight and wilt render asunder the veils of the women
who are deprived, and wilt spread thy wings just as angels
and fairies. Thou wilt be weary of the degrading stages of the
nether world of matter, and wilt ascend to the blessed and
manifest height of the Beauty of the Desired One.

This is from His bounty, and He bestoweth it upon whomsoever
He willeth among His male and female servants. Verily, He is
the All-Bountiful, the Glorious.
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AB08893

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Rasht

O Munir! If thou art able, arise with a luminous countenance
in the horizon of this clime, seize the ball of precedence and
victory from this field, and be counted among the horsemen
of the mighty army. Make all intoxicated with the cup of the
Most Great Guidance. The glance of favor is directed toward
you and the shadow of bounty is your dwelling place. Strive
to diffuse the divine fragrances.

By God! The Holy Spirit will confirm thee, the Faithful Spirit
will assist thee, the hosts of the Supreme Concourse will grant
thee victory, and the legions of the near angels will aid thee.
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And upon thee be Glory!
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ABO08576

To: Karbala’i Mukhtar (Urumiyyih), in Ridaiyyih

O servant of the Lord! The Lord, the Chosen One, summoned
all who dwell on earth unto the Dayspring of lights, but He
blessed holy souls with the Most Great Guidance and chose
them from among all humanity. For guidance is of the signs
and requirements of grace, not justice, and is among the special
characteristics and gifts of the Lord of abundant favors: “He
singles out for His mercy whomsoever He willeth and guideth
whom He pleaseth. This is of God’s bounty which He be-
stoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, for God is the Lord of
great bounty.”

Therefore render thanks that thou hast become the manifes-
tation of such infinite grace and art addressed by the title of
‘Abdu’l-Baha. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08761

To: Azizullah son of Mulla Ali Sabzivari, in Sabzihvar

O descendant of the glorious martyr! Praise be to God that this
noble son of the martyr exemplifies the truth that “The child
is the secret essence of its father” - that is to say, excellence of
character has combined with nobility of lineage.

Among the proofs of this is that your honor has shown kindness
and rendered service to Jinab-i-Furughi by lending him a sum
of money, and this kindness has been accepted in the Most
Glorious Kingdom. This loan is my debt - Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza
Ahmad-i-Qa’ini will repay it.
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In any case, you are everywhere the object of providential grace
and the recipient of the favors of the Divine Unity. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB08596

To: Karbala’t Ghulam-Husayn Ashkrazi, in Samarqand

O servant of the Truth! Your letter was received and read with
the utmost joy and fragrance. The glances of the All-Merciful’s
eye are focused upon those souls who, in the world of existence,
possess nothing but complete self-effacement and nothingness
in the path of God. I beseech God that you may be one of
them, that you may become immersed like a drop in the ocean,
and that, like a moth consumed with love, you may be set
ablaze circling round the lamp of the love of God.

You had sought permission to attain His presence. For now,
show patience and forbearance. In the future, God willing,
permission will be granted.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory! Due to lack of
time, this was written briefly.
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AB09039

To: Mirza Ali Akbar Hakim Hafizus-Sihhih (Mazindaran), in Sari

My Lord and my Hope! I beseech the Kingdom of Thy most
glorious mystery and the Dominion of Thy grandeur manifest
in the visible things, that Thou look upon this servant with the
gaze of Thy mercy, and turn toward him with the glances of
the eyes of Thy oneness, and send unto him a breath from the
breaths of Thy holiness, and comfort him in his loneliness, and
quench his thirst, and cool his burning anguish, and remove his
great distress, O Thou Whose mercy hath preceded all things,
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Whose bounty hath encompassed all, Whose proof hath been
perfected and Whose path hath been made manifest!

Verily Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate, and | ﬁu.\] =il K B f:;)\ &ew)\ il Kl
verily Thou art the [Forbearing], the All-Bountiful. e S
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ABO08801

To: Aga Ali son of Muhammad Kazim (Narag), in Sauj Bulagh

O Ali! Exaltation and elevation today lie in servitude at the —_ysds ;;l:.;\g,:sxo); r):)\;c”};lc :_gc «!
Sacred Threshold and in firmness and steadfastness in the . .. “ . . . s
Sl ) PO s AP s 9 S
Covenant and Testament of the All-Merciful Lord. Therefore, ‘ .Gu:b E e _C‘ | -
together with this servant, gird up tight the belt of servitude to  ~ { ciecs = Sl 4
the Ancient Beauty, and guide all to firmness and steadfastness 2 ols, Co s S b sk ;f-
in God’s Covenant and Faith. o5 Y Aol

We beseech the True One that each of us may arise in servi- 4ol saze ;5 K A 5 (\,u,_‘, :,, 5
tude at His exalted Threshold, and that we may not transform )
this servitude into the lordship conceived by the people of the
world.
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And upon you and upon all who are steadfast be the Glory. Wb f Jes S sl

MKT9.156b

AB09057

To: Ali Akbar, in Shiraz

Hast thou heard the Call? The foundations of the Concourse 4 ;\/\ SO Yy 8 Tl o J
on high were shaken when the Call was rals(?d from the e . S 65 ‘_l;\” W o T C;S)\
Supreme Horizon, and thou seest the people reeling from the P . e e
great quaking that hath caused all the powers of the earth to W 2N lpl: cid) LS) \ Aot ‘f"’
tremble, and which shall be followed by a mightier convulsion, P25 P B 8 Bl Len
more bitter and terrible.

Thus were they plunged deeper into unconsciousness and stu-
por, save those whom thy Lord did show mercy - these attained
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ABO08613

unto wakefulness and increased in vigilance and insight. They
graze in the meadows of knowledge and drink from the spring
of pure water, and they shall abide forever in whatsoever their
souls desire.

And glory be upon those who have attained!
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AB08932

To: Ali son of Husayn Fathabadi, in Shiraz

O sapling of the garden of God’s love! The kind father re-
quested the writing of this letter so that the pen of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha might move to thy mention and scatter the pearls of
greeting and praise.

What can I say, for tongue and utterance are powerless to
express and write, while the heart is vibrating and radiant
with utmost love. When a ray from a longing heart strikes the
hearts of the faithful, it creates such a brilliant illumination
that it moves the horizons, and a mere gesture suffices. Know
thou the melody of these words.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08613

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizart, in Shiraz

O servant of God! How blessed art thou, for thou art pure in
heart and among the free. Thou hast beheld the light of truth
and attained unto thy goal. From the sapling in the garden of
desire and hope thou hast plucked fruit, and thou hast tasted
the honey and sugar that delighteth the heart.

Now is the time for thee to show forth the utmost joy, gladness
and exultation, and never to be saddened by the pain and trials
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of this deceptive world. Pass thy days in happiness and delight.

LIS bl golay 1y Ky, oK 0s32

May thy soul be well pleased. s Sl
ALPA.081a, YARP2.094 p.122

AB08911

To: Asadullah Shirazi

O thou who speakest in praise of God! S el gbl

The tongue must needs have remembrance and the minds must
needs have thought. However, remembrances and thoughts
are diverse and different. Some people occupy themselves
with remembrance of imaginary truths and shadowy reflections.
When these vain imaginings disappear and these shadowy re-
flections set, they are left frustrated and at a loss. Others
see these vain imaginings as ephemeral and transient from the
beginning, and they seek and strive and hasten to attain the
manifest truth, the established essence, and the enduring real-
ity, until they reach it.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB12614

To: Ghulam-Husayn Mirza, in Shiraz

O servant of God! In truth, the praise and commendation
beyond description which you offered regarding His Honor the
Confirmed One is accurate. His sincerity is evident and his
service clear and manifest.

The friends must appreciate the value of this endeavor and
must ever show humility and supplication, seeking divine con-
firmation and assistance. The dear friend, the Chief Servant
Aqga Mirza Muhammad-Sadiq, is truly constant in service and
steadfast in servitude.
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Convey the loving greetings of this evanescent servant to all
the divine friends. I am longing with my soul and yearning in
my heart to see you.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB08914

To: Haji Abdu’llah Khayyat, in Shiraz

O thou who art engaged in uttering the remembrances of God!
It is said that man is a rational being endowed with the faculty
of speech and utterance, that he is aware of universal truths
and can perceive mystical and secret meanings. But within
the precincts of the Unconstrained, the real purpose of speech
among the truly wise is to give praise to the Ancient Beauty
and the essence of meaningful utterance is to describe the at-
tributes of the Most Great Name.

2 Otherwise a dumb animal is better than a human being en-
dowed with speech. In such a case an ignorant man knows
more than the one who thinks himself wise and he who is lost
in bewilderment is superior to the one who claims knowledge.

Increase my bewilderment in Thee, O Lord! And may the
Glory rest upon thee and upon all who stand firm in the
Covenant of God.
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AB08871

To: Mimarbashi, in Shiraz

O builder of spiritual edifices! For thou hast rendered prosper-
ous and flourishing the hearts of travelers, and bestowed joy
and delight upon the hearts of the friends. Thou hast become
a partner in service to the friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and a true
and faithful companion in servitude to the loved ones of this
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homeless and lowly one. Well is it with thee, O thou of blessed
and felicitous present state and future destiny!

Service to the friends is the glorious crown of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
and servitude to the loved ones is the Most Great Name - a
crown like unto a brilliant lamp of this Captive of poverty and
evanescence. And upon thee be Glory.
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To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz
O God! O kind friend! Ol e oL !

Due to the multitude of occupations I am compelled to be brief.

Know thou with certainty that the longing of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is
greater than thine. I continually beseech from the threshold
of the Ancient and Ever-Living Lord with fervent supplication
that He may ordain, in a time near at hand, the beholding of
that radiant countenance, and that wisdom may accord with
permission for attaining the presence.

But for now, show some patience, for we have forbidden all
from attaining Our presence, and the people of weakness are,
through their corruption, preventing the bounty of attaining
the presence.

Shame upon the people who are in loss! Destruction upon
the Covenant-breakers! Misery upon those who break their
pledges!

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12605

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O Bashir of God! Your letter was received. All were astonished
by the events in Shiraz - what misfortune, what savagery, and
what ignorance this is! Glory be to God!

The East and West have been stirred into motion by the
breezes from the rose garden of mysteries, yet the Iranians
are still captive in the sleep of heedlessness. In any case, they
shall soon be afflicted with such a punishment that they will
involuntarily awaken.

Open the letter addressed to Raji’u’llah Aga Mirza Jalal-i-
Zarqgani and deliver the letters to their recipients at an ap-
propriate time.
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AB12606

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O servant of the True Beauty! At this moment in the city
of Malden, America, I have engaged in mentioning that Kind
Friend. Night and day, not a moment’s rest is to be found. I
am constantly occupied in raising my voice in gatherings and
assemblies.

Due to lack of time, this is written with a broken pen. Alas for
the ineffectiveness of the ink which, like dough, does not flow!
The pen’s foot limps and the letter’s destination is far distant.

In any case, in this perilous journey the prayers of the divine

friends are necessary, that we may be like racing steeds running
side by side - otherwise the task is difficult.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12608

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Jinab-i-Surush, praise be
to God, is turned unto God, attracted by the fragrances of God,
and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament. His purpose is
to serve the Threshold, and his ultimate desire is to diffuse the
divine fragrances. He expresses the utmost satisfaction with
your honor and offers thanks. You must increase day by day
your assistance, protection and consideration for him, for he is

worthy and deserving of every kind of love, fellowship and aid.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12610

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! From my journey to
America and Europe, I hastened toward Africa, and now in
Port Said I have undertaken to write this letter. Observe how
dear thou art, that while a group of friends are present and all
are silent, I have engaged in writing and am in truth conversing
with thee.

2 Praise be to God that the lights of the Abha Kingdom have
shone upon the East and the West, the horizons have become
illumined, and the glass of hearts has been lit by the lamp of
God’s guidance. From every direction the cry of “O Glory of
the Most Glorious!” is raised.
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To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi

O thou who art firm and steadfast! Wbt Gl

The letter to the Afnan was read and we were delighted and
rejoiced at your faithfulness to the friends. Let those who act,
act accordingly. Do not forget the friends and remain not silent
in their remembrance. This is a clear proof for the travelers on
the path and a sign of firmness and steadfastness in the Cause
of the Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

Be confident in the grace and bounty of the Desired One, for
He is your Helper and Supporter in all conditions.

Name the newborn Mahmud. It is hoped that he may attain
a praiseworthy station in the realm of the Kingdom.

by 3y ws$ o ol Olig sal
M Joed 43 Jolo yp s 2 DL &
Sl sl il Sslelall fands
O o s o At gels OL2sL
Aol 5 Ot Cadle 5 Sl o

£ OFD Sa

Pl spaie O sy b 4 Gubae
@jﬂbjwo‘}(l,@e:):f
Oler 55 & ol ol gt b 32 1 550
A o2 2l o S

INBAS84:303

AB09012

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O honored branch of the Divine Lote-Tree! What you had writ-
ten was noted. Be neither gladdened nor saddened by reports
and stories. The Word remains the same Word, and you will
never find any change in God’s way. Verily God is with those
who are patient.

In these days ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s imprisonment has been renewed
and He is so immersed in a sea of tribulation that it defies
description. He is in a great crisis.

Convey to the honored Afnans of the Blessed Tree the Most
Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings.

On the first day of Ridvan, perform the visitation of the Holy
House on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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ABO08740

To: Rashid Farst, in Shiraz

O Rashid! Show forth valor and manifest courage, so that you
may fulfill the requirements of manliness in the arena of the
Covenant and wield such a polo-mallet that you may carry off
the ball of hopes.

This valor and courage consists in overcoming the fearsome
self, for it is possible that a person may easily triumph over
East and West, but victory over passion and desire and the
self-loving ego is most difficult.

I hope that the precious people of Fars may prove victorious
and become the cause of the glory of the human world. May
your soul be happy!

b oS Kl zeld 5 e Jolsy a2
dtﬁ')@’\:‘dgd‘-’\:ﬂ)ébg\;/:}
Sbs Wl 65 § 4y S

Sy, iy tale el ool o)
Cp b ol 8 ik ) el
3 s S el s ) e Gl
Gl K.M" )t:.w{ C,MJ'JJS- u.ul:

B -'\;-L? ch dl—:@')b w)b A{ (‘)\).J\:ﬁ\ :
b G il A58 0Ll e S
AKHA_123BE #05-06 p.j, ALPA.086b,
YARP2.104 p.126

ABO08709

To: Shams sister of Ali Rida Khan et al., in Shiraz

O two maidservants of the loved ones of God! It befits you
to glory and boast over the queens of all regions, for yours is
an everlasting, eternal sovereignty in that you have attained
to servitude to the Most Glorious Beauty and service to the
chosen ones of God. This servitude to the Ancient Beauty is
service to His loved ones.

Praise be to God that you have attained to this and wear this
necklace of precious pearls around your neck and this jewel-
encrusted collar adorning your breast. Praise Him that you
have been blessed with such a gift.
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ABO08509

To: Afnan, Siyyid Aqa son of Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din, in Shiraz

O branch of the Divine Tree! At all times and under all condi-
tions we are mindful of you, and we hope through the grace of
the All-Loving Lord that you may be enabled and confirmed
to serve the Educator of both the seen and unseen realms, and
that you may be assisted and strengthened to achieve that
which befits servitude at His holy Threshold, so that you may
become a partner and intimate companion with ‘Abdu’l-Baha
in humility and submissiveness, in supplication and devotion,
in lowliness and neediness.

Such is the characteristic of every penitent servant who has
sincerely turned his face to God, the Lord of all worlds. I
beseech God to assist you to attain unto this.
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AB11789

To: Yazdi, Muhammad Ali son of Isma’il (Saida), in Sidon

O emigrant with the Truth! If you knew how lofty and noble
this station is, you would surely tear your collar in intense joy,
not be contained in your garment, and ascend to the heavens.

2 Remember the favor of the Blessed Beauty and strive to protect
His sacred Cause. When His Cause is protected, we all remain
protected and preserved under the shade of His blessed Tree.
Otherwise, alas for all from that great terror!

And greetings and praise be upon God’s sincere servants.
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ABO08670

To: Karbala’t Sattar Usku’i, in Tabriz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and steadfast in the
Path! He Who is the Concealer forgiveth every transgressor,
for He is the Compassionate, the All-Merciful. Wherefore, as
thou derivest grace and bounty from the ocean of this blessed
Name, thou shouldst open the sin-covering eye and become the
concealer of the sins of all that dwell on earth.

How blessed is this name ‘the concealer,” for it is the cause of
happiness in both worlds. In truth, this attribute also covers
the faults of oneself and will lead to the illumination of one’s
own heart and soul.

Please God thou mayest be assisted in acquiring this goodly
virtue; perchance thou mayest guide everyone unto this merci-
ful quality.
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ABO08861

To: Mirza Mahmud, in Tabriz

O thou who art enkindled with the mention of God! The letter
which thou didst write to his honor the Observer was noted.
In truth, a sweet fragrance and delightful breeze wafted from
the gardens of its meanings.

Indeed it must be so, for when assured souls enter beneath the
shade of the divine Sinai of God’s Covenant and Testament,
their hearts and souls become a supreme paradise and their
words and utterances become honey and nectar.

Know thou the value of this station and implore God that thou
mayest remain firm and steadfast. And the glory be upon thee.
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AB08601

To: Sulayman Yazdi, in Tabriz

O servant of the court! How sweet is the Solomonic reign
in the spiritual realm, and how pleasant the world-bestowing,
world-conquering seal upon the Merciful finger! How lovely
the radiant face of the moon-like Beloved, and how becom-
ing the soul-consuming nature of the lover-like moth! How
fitting the unveiling of the graceful rose, and how sweet the
melody-making of the eloquent nightingale! How pleasing the
mirror-making of Alexander in the clime of faithfulness, and
how delightful the divine world-reflecting cup of Jamshid on
the Merciful throne!

2 But now the demons contemplate Solomonic schemes, and the
evil ones seek to oppose the divine Cause. Evil indeed is that
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AB12594

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O thou trusted one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! sldlie el (&

The letters which thou hadst requested have been written and
dispatched. I cherish the hope, through the loving-kindness
of His Holiness the One, that they may become the means of
severing the hearts from all else save Him and of gladdening
the souls.

Act ye, O loved ones of God, in accordance with the counsels
and admonitions inscribed therein. There is pressing haste;
beyond this there is no opportunity.

Convey to Jinab-i-Ibn-i-Abhar a monthly allowance of twenty
tumans, and likewise continue, as before, to provide the allot-
ted stipends of those connected with him. Upon thee be the
Glory of the All-Glorious.
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AB12596

AB12595

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin! Since Aga Mirza ‘Ali-Muhammad is descended from
His Holiness ‘Ali-Qabl-i-Akbar, upon him be the Glory of God,
he is therefore close to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and I desire his training
and advancement in every way. It has been decided that he
should study the lesson of teaching, therefore his mind must
be at rest. However, his honored father must be content with
this. Thus, when they bring two words of consent from him
each month, deliver five tumans each month to Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-
Muhammad.
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AB12596

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

The sums that have thus far been sent, whether from Tihran
or from ‘Ishqabad, have been received; rest thou assured.

> As for the matter of the duplicate receipt: the first receipt had
indeed been sent, but was lost on the way. Therefore a second
receipt, a duplicate, was written, so that it might be known
that the first receipt had been dispatched, though it did not
arrive. In any case, be assured that no misappropriation or
misuse of funds has taken place.
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AB12600

ABO08809

To: Aflatun Hakim, in Tihran

O Aflatun! They say that the divine Plato was of the Illuminati
and the chief of those who were in harmony. If this be true, his
mention is as honey and nectar, for the essence of illumination
is the jewel of harmony which, when it shineth in any gathering,
createth the highest paradise and adorneth the most exalted
heaven.

Now observe how the pretenders are in rebellion, having lost
the thread of harmony and become distraught and lost in the
horizons. Therefore give thou counsel; perchance thou canst
find a remedy.

3 And upon thee be glory.
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AB12600

To: Ali Askar, in Tihran

O thou who hast turned to the Kingdom of sanctification!
Spread thy wings and soar to the rose-garden of unity. Open
the eye of insight and behold the Ancient Beauty. Raise thy
suppliant hands and ask whatsoever thou desirest.

Be thou hopeful of the grace of the Ancient Beauty in these
days, for His outpouring is continuous and His bestowal com-
plete. His light is resplendent and His star is shining. His
Day is five hundred thousand years and His Dispensation will
endure unto eternity.

3 And upon thee be glory, O ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB12612

AB11985

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

Your letter was received and the photographs that you had sent
arrived, except for 140 photographs of His Holiness Badi’ which
were confiscated at the Baghdad post office. Photographs of
this servant are available here, but if you send photographs of
his honor Badi’ it would be acceptable.

Convey longing greetings to his honor Sani’ and his honor
‘Akkas al-Malakut. I beseech God that He may assist and
confirm them and you and all.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12612

To: Aqga Jan Bazzaz Bulbul Ishraqiyan, in Tihran

O servant of the Lord of Hosts! That loving Lord can make
every weak one powerful and every poor one wealthy and abun-
dantly prosperous, unless divine wisdom prevents it and the
order of the realm would be disrupted.

This refers to material wealth, but as for true wealth, its gate
is open and its treasure manifest and uncovered. Yet those of
base nature, being blind, turn away from these heavenly riches
and pursue earthly wealth.
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ABO08830

AB09090

To: Aga Muhammad Sadiq, in Tihran

O thou who hast believed in the words of God! The essence of
truthfulness hath various manifestations, emanating from the
reality of things - whether spoken or beheld, heard or known -
and this divine subtlety requireth deep reflection that its mean-
ing may be understood.

The greatest of all is to believe in the words of God, even as
among the noblest virtues of him who forewent all others and
testified to a Word from Him Whose name is the Messiah.

Therefore, O Sadiq, God willing, mayest thou be truthful in
all degrees. By My life, this is assuredly the supreme bounty.

And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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ABO08830

To: Asdaq, Huviyyih et al., in Tihran

O ye handmaids of God who are drawn nigh to the Beauty of
Abha! Your photographs have arrived and were seen. Praise
be to God, the radiance of faith is manifest and resplendent
upon your foreheads.

I hope that the highest spirituality may be attained and that
the fountain of divine knowledge may spring forth from within
your breasts. May your tongues become eloquent in praise of
the Kind Beloved, and may your hearts become a rose garden
of the mysteries through the love of the Most Merciful Lord.
May no thought or remembrance remain, night or day, save
occupation with proof and testimony and enkindlement with
the love of the Lord God.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

W safled g @) dle say e OLS (o)
Al Al e

5355 el xS Cailos, § SUSWIE
A3 5 0L) 4l Olas w55 0B 2 o
Oloy & ok Us o3 b Ol e
PR EUS VRTIR RSN, S NS 2
& i bzl Olay y o2 4 Jlz

sk ol

;&\}@\&}I

INBA16:115, PYK.308

72


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=49
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=49
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/436.pdf#page=58
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v016/?page=117
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1484.pdf#page=325

1

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08615

ABO08545

To: Daughters of Ali Qabl-i-Akbar, in Tihran

O daughters of the Herald of the Covenant! The candle of the
horizons is lit with the light of servitude at the threshold of the
Sun of Truth, and East and West have become a rose garden
and flower garden through the holy fragrances of His sacred
resting place. Yet every blind one is prevented from beholding
it, and every one with a cold is deprived of its fragrance.

Blessed are you, for you are favored with the bounty of witness-
ing, and are alive in the world of existence through the sweet-
smelling perfume of the favors of the loving Lord. Blessed are
you, O leaves, through this arrived rose, this witnessed grace,
this extended shadow, and this praised light.
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AB08615

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran

O servant of God! I read your letter and bowed my head at
the Sacred Threshold, beseeching confirmation that that divine
servant might progress in faith and certitude, becoming the
very embodiment of assurance and the personification of love,
that his face might be illumined with the light of the knowledge
of God and that he might brighten the spiritual gatherings.

Previously a letter was sent through your brother, and now
again this one is written. Your loving brother arrived in the
Holy Land and traveled to Egypt, and his pilgrimage was ac-
cepted at the Divine Threshold.

And upon you be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

drlie Falm g <-.\$\j>'- 4l Olay foly (<!
BERPARET ol s CJJC -\,;L‘I b (-.:L(-
P ::f (\:s'- Olabl 03,48 j;j ola) 4 okl
33 pn o Al o me ys 250 jpae ot
W 5o OLlay,y ol

e oyl g tdanly 3 556 a3
02 & s s3ln A 0B IS 8 e
3 38 e pae Oleda 5 3l i
Jb‘ d_x.aﬁ C,:b‘ eg‘)b B g)ﬁ‘)\"._.)

:-—t;“j 3;’:3\ &;lc} .

MKT9.067a

73


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-80.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=34

V]

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08521

AB11781

To: Ghulam-Ali Jasbi, in Tihran

O faithful servant of God! Serve the friends and you will attain
sovereignty in both worlds. Be a servant at His Threshold and
you will find superiority over rulers. Know this: in this divine
age and heavenly century, servitude is kingship and being a
servant is world dominion in this world and the divine world.
Praise be to God that you have attained to this. What other
sorrow could you have?

At the threshold of the One, I express utter lowliness and need
on behalf of you and your relations and associates, and I be-
seech forgiveness and pardon. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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ABO08521

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! In the meadowland of the world there
are many flowers and fragrant herbs, and countless jasmine and
sweet basil, yet the spiritual flowers and divine blossoms are
indeed rare and scarce to find. How blessed, then, are those
souls who are the flowers of the true garden and the many-
petalled rose of the divine paradise.

I swear by the True Gardener that their holy fragrances have
perfumed the horizons of the world and made fragrant the
nostrils of the people of the spiritual Paradise.

And upon thee be glory, and upon every sweet basil that hath
grown around the fountains of the All-Merciful in the gardens
of Paradise.
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AB08943

AB08522

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Your labors at the Divine Threshold
are accepted and your hardships are remembered and evident.
Do not imagine that anything remains hidden and unknown,
or that any matter is not recognized.

The sealed letter, though plain and unmarked with any point,
was sent from Tehran, and whatever was in the mind of its
writer and composer and the intent of its author has been an-
swered. Under these circumstances it is clear that your labors
are evident and accepted.

Be confident and joyous and glad. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB08943

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O steadfast leaf! Strive to promote the Covenant and guide
the handmaidens of the All-Merciful to the shade of the blessed
Tree. Recite the verses of the Covenant and clearly explain the
evidences of the Testament.

Thou art accepted at the Threshold of Oneness - speak of
servitude unto this servant. Thou hast found freedom in both
worlds - make the servitude of ‘Abdu’l-Baha thy constant re-
frain.

The holy maidens in the celestial Paradise remember thee - do
thou remember this servant and cry out: “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha! O
bondsman of Baha! O captive of Baha! O seeker of refuge in
Baha!”
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ABO08635

AB08632

To: Husayn Mulla Ali, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Jinab-i-Jamshid Darab,
Jinab-i-Shapurji and Jinab-i-Faramarz from the Zoroastrian
community are traveling to Iran. Write to Anzali, Rasht,
Qazvin and Tehran that the friends should show them the
utmost consideration and respect. They should receive them
most warmly and strive without limit to ensure they are
pleased and satisfied. Write about this immediately so that it
arrives before they do.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08635

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant! A few days ago I was
glancing at some photographs of the friends. By chance I came
across thy photograph. As I beheld thy person standing poised
and in the utmost dignity with chains around thy neck, I was
so affected that all sorrow was turned into joy and radiance,
and I praised God that the world’s Greatest Luminary hath
nurtured and trained such servants who, while tied in chains
and under the threat of the sword, shine forth in the utmost
exultation and rapture. And this is but a token of the grace of
thy Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
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ABO08575

AB11783

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O thou whom God hath aided to serve His binding Word!
Through Jinab-i-Tafti a letter was written in my own hand
and sent, but thieves stole it along the way. Now it is being
written again, but paper scrolls do not suffice and there is no
choice but brevity, for such are the requirements of the time.

The longing is endless and the spirit soars to see the faces of
the friends. Assuredly, whatever must and should be is kept
in view. The days are near and the point subtle and delicate.
Utmost care and vigilance are necessary.
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ABO08575

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ali Tabrizi (Egypt), in Tihran

O servant of Baha! Like the gentle spring breeze, pass through
every land, becoming musk-diffusing and perfuming all nostrils.
Be a spiritual sign and a heavenly being. Give to all souls the
glad-tidings of the Most Great Gift, and meet them in a state
of complete detachment.

Seek joy and fragrance, and manifest the utmost cheerfulness.
Never become sorrowful, never be grief-stricken. Be expansive
and patient in every condition, that you may witness confirma-
tions from all directions and observe divine assistance.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO08876

ABO08889

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Tihran

O thou who art attracted to the Covenant!

When the Luminary of the Concourse on High became the
ornament of the Supreme Assembly, a commotion seized the
pillars of the world and a trembling fell upon the foundations of
the nations, for it was decreed that “He maketh your highest to
become lowest, and your lowest to become highest.” Therefore,
hallowed and sanctified is the Lord of Oneness Who hath made
those who are powerless and in need to become intimates of the
divine mysteries, and companions of the Beloved of mysteries.

O thou who lovest God, be confident in the grace and bounty
of the Blessed Beauty and be gladdened by the glad-tidings of
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ABO0O8876

To: Mirza Ayyub Tabib, in Tihran

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God! Al A Jze

His Holiness Job endured diseases, ailments and great afflic-
tion until he plunged into the healing spring and was cured
of his incurable malady. Thou, without bearing such tribula-
tion, affliction and illness, hast plunged into the true healing
spring and attained eternal health. Thou hast found deliver-
ance from every ailment and healing from every malady. This
is everlasting health and eternal well-being.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08920

AB12597

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O thou candle of the gathering of divine knowledge! A few days
ago a letter was written, and now, since one who is bound in
chains and fetters in the path of God expressed thankfulness for
thy presence in his letter, this servant at the Sacred Threshold
must needs convey the utmost joy that hath been produced in
the hearts of the friends.

> In truth, in every moment I remember thee, and I hope from
the bounty of the Most Great Unity that in this Most Great
Cycle thou mayest become a great sign of the One True God.
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AB08920

To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran

O thou who gazest upon the Abha Kingdom! Thus far numer-
ous letters have been sent, and drops from the surging oceans of
love that wave in the essence of the heart have been expressed.
And now again we have thought of thee and set about penning
this letter.

O thou perfumer, scatter the musk of mysteries throughout
this world, that the nostrils of all people may be perfumed
thereby and their eyes illumined by the vision of these lights.

O perfumer, what dost thou seek and what dost thou pursue?
Praise be to God, thou art the object of the glances of the All-
Glorious Beauty’s favor and art encompassed by the bestowals
of the Lord of Majesty.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08774

AB09094

To: Muhammad Taqi Turk, in Tihran

O dear friend! Man can only draw near to the embodied lu-
minosity of heaven and the personified mercifulness of the All-
Glorious through nobility of nature, purity of essence, sanctity
of soul and conscience, and the power of certitude. There-
fore, when a person of pure heart and sanctified mind becomes,
mirror-like, free from the rust of attachment to aught else but
God, he derives light from the Sun of Reality, becomes a pol-
ished surface reflecting divine lights, becomes an unveiler of
mysteries, becomes the joy of the righteous, attains to true
existence, and is freed from all sorrow.

2 O my dear one, my helper!
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ABO08774

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O thou who art as a candle of the love of the Blessed Beauty!
This is a radiant day, and the grounds of hearts are a rose
garden of joy and delight, for through the birth of His Holiness,
the All-Merciful One, the world became another world and
the horizons became the dawning-place of effulgence. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha extends congratulations to thee for this supreme bounty.

According to what is heard, you have been relieved from the
occupation you had. Since it was beneficial for the friends, its
continuation would have been better, but only on condition of
peace of heart and soul. In any case, divine aid and bounty
will encompass you.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08594

AB12787

To: Naw Zuhur wife of Fadil Shirazi, in Tihran

O God, My God! This Thy handmaiden hath believed in Thy
beauty and hath acknowledged Thy signs. She hath sought
the Threshold of Thy mercy and turned towards the Kingdom
of Thy lordship. She hath interceded on behalf of her father,
relying upon Thy forgiveness and pardon and supplicating Thy
favour and bounty.

O Lord! I cover My face in the dust of submission to Thy ce-
lestial Glory, beseeching Thee to forgive and pardon her father
and to shelter him beneath the canopy of Thine abounding
grace within Thy garden of repose. Supply him, O God, with
every gift and blessing in Thine all-highest Paradise. Thou,
verily, art the Generous, the Compassionate, the Pardoner,
the Ever-Forgiving, the One Whose help is implored by all.
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AB08594

To: Rida Khan, in Tihran

O servant of God! The servant at the threshold of the Ancient
Beauty!

Aqa Siyyid Sadiq hath praised you, that praise be to God
and thanks be unto Him, you have rent asunder the veil of idle
fancies and beheld the lights of the Sun of Truth and hearkened
unto the divine call and tasted the honey of the love of God
and attained unto your goal and hastened forth in the arena
of recognition and soared in the rose-garden of guidance and
were delivered from the snare and grain of the world and with
heart and soul became connected to the Beloved.

Blessed art thou! Glad tidings unto thee! And the glory be
upon thee.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08950

AB08968

To: Shaban Ali, in Tihran

O thou cordial Friend!

Great is the blessedness that awaits those gathered beneath
the shelter of the Word of Unity who have drunk their fill from
the cup of the Covenant and are inebriated by the wine in this
primordial chalice. They have sought entrance into the assem-
bly of divine reflections and have received their portion of that
veritable grace from the True Sovereign. Commemorating the
one true Lord they have forged the bonds of love one with the
other and have severed themselves of all else beside Him so
that they might commune with the mysteries of the Uncon-
strained. These, truly, are the confirmed ones, those who have
been revived by the breezes of His holiness.

And the glory be upon thee. And give my greetings to thy
wife and say to her: Upon thee be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious, from this stranger servant.
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AB08950

To: Sister of Nazim, in Tihran

O confident and pure leaf! In such an age when the winds of
tests have encompassed the world and the tempest of trials has
overtaken East and West, you have rent asunder all veils and
torn away all coverings.

You have entered the garden of the bounty of the Lord of
existence and attained the station of unveiling and witnessing.

A hundred thousand devoted women gave their lives freely in
longing for this station but did not reach it, while you, through
pure grace and gift, drank this cup with utmost purity.

Therefore render thanks unto God for this.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08669

ABO8757

To: Siyavash Farsi (Siyavash Sifidvash), in Tihran

O thou whose face is illumined with joy and whose heart is
delightful! I have no time and write briefly in my own hand,
for I am greatly pleased with thy outstanding services. The
photographs of the Bab’s Tablet have arrived - may thy face
be illumined! If thou canst obtain the original Tablet which
is in His own handwriting, even if up to five hundred tumans
must be paid, it would be most fitting and would constitute a
mighty service to the Cause, for that blessed Tablet must not
remain in the hands of the people. This sum will be paid by
Jinab-i-Amin. And upon thee be glory.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

Convey my longing greetings to Mulla Bahram and the other
friends.
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AB08669

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be not grieved, be
not distressed. Thou hast been and art the object of loving-
kindness. Though there hath been a delay in correspondence,
praise be to God, thou art firm and steadfast in love and con-
stancy. What is essential is the attraction of hearts, not the
exchange of lengthy letters.

Stand thou firm and steadfast in servitude at the Sacred
Threshold of the Abha Beauty, and engage in spreading the
divine fragrances. This hath the effect of a hundred missives
sent forth each hour.

The letter in motion arrived safe and sound. Rest thou assured.
And upon thee be the Glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08844

AB11977

To: son of Adib Mirza Taqi, in Tihran

O servant of God! Know the worth of this noble father who
guided you to the living waters and directed you to the abode
of the Beloved. He gave you a portion of the heavenly feast and
bestowed upon you a share of the divine wine. You were of the
earthly realm; he made you celestial. You were an earthly bird;
he made you a heavenly bird. You were a branch of the dust; he
made you a sapling in the divine garden. If you were to render
a hundred thousand services every minute, you would not fulfill
the obligation of gratitude for even one of these bounties.

And glory be upon the people of glory.
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AB08844

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran

O sacred Assembly! On certain occasions Shaykhu’r-Ra’is has
made indirect and allusive references from the pulpit in promo-
tion of the Faith. Therefore ‘Abdu’l-Baha will not forget this
service of his, and assuredly the friends must speak only good
of him and should show him consideration and respect. What-
ever happened in the past is past. “Hadst thou been harsh
and stern of heart they would indeed have broken away from
around thee.” We are commanded to deal with the utmost love
and kindness even with our enemies, how much more so with
friends.

2 And upon you be the most glorious Glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB08952

AB08524

To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Give thanks to the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting One, Who hath distinguished thee from among
the women sheltered behind veils and crowned thy head with
the radiant diadem of recognition. This crown of the love of
God is a precious jewel enshrined within the treasury of His
grace, shedding its light upon both East and West. What more
couldst thou seek or desire?

Praise be to God! Thou hast around thy neck, in token of thy
servitude unto the Ancient Beauty, a collar adorned with the
jewels of the Most Great Name; and in thine ear, in token of thy
thralldom unto that Embodied Spirit, thou wearest a golden
ring bestowed upon thee from the loftiest Paradise. And upon
thee be the Glory!
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AB08952

To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

O supplicating, assured leaf! Give thanks to the Ancient Living
One that thou hast entered beneath the shade of the Manifest
Beauty, hast drunk from the cup of the celestial stream, hast
tasted the honey of divine favors, and hast become related to
His Holiness the Martyr, son of the Martyr, upon him be the
Glory of God, the Most Glorious.

Today thou art mentioned in the Abha Kingdom and renowned
in the Supreme Concourse. Therefore, give thanks unto God
for this bounty which hath encompassed the worlds. Verily,
thou shalt soon witness the effects of these bestowals whose
lights have shone forth.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08673

AB08512

To: Wife of Husayn son of Ammih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Today, My handmaidens in the Most
Glorious Kingdom are remembered as those who have raised
the pavilion of ancient glory upon the highest mountains in
the realm of grandeur, and at the pole of the world they have
lifted high the banner of the love of the Greatest Name, and
they have kindled such a flame as to consume the very heart
of the horizons.

These handmaidens are the leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree and
the blossoms of the Tree of the All-Merciful—nay rather, they
are the fruits of that Olive Tree which is neither of the East nor
of the West, whose oil would well-nigh shine forth though no
fire touched it. God guideth unto His light whom He willeth.
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AB08673

To: Zahra Khanum (Thamarih), in Tihran

O blessed fruit! When you gaze upon the world of being, every
soul is the fruit of a tree and every plant is a flower of the
meadow.

Fruit is of two kinds: good and not good, and its proof lies in
its fragrance, taste and sweetness. Praise be to God that until
now the sweet fragrance of your steadfastness and firmness has
been diffused abroad and the taste and savor of your constancy
and joy have been made manifest.

Through divine confirmation, we hope that day by day your
steadfastness may increase, so that through your sweet fra-
grance, sweet countenance and sweet nature you may adorn,
like a delectable fruit, the garden of existence.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB12598

ABO08905

To: Zaynu’l-Abidin son of Ali Nur, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Day of Manifestation and art a
flame from the Fire of Sinai!

Thy father’s title was “Light” and his disposition was one of
attraction to the Beauty of the Manifestation. Through divine
love his countenance was radiant with light and his heart was
filled with joy. He spent his days occupied with the remem-
brance of God and enkindled with the divine fire.

As thou art the son of such a father, beseech God that these
virtues and traces may be made manifest in thee, nay rather,
in even greater and more perfect measure.

Convey greetings and glory to thy mother who hath believed
in God and accepted His words.
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AB12598

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

O wondrous branch of the Blessed Tree! Show the utmost
consideration to Aqa Mirza Mahmud-i-Furughi and accord him
supreme respect. Let no one utter a word that might cause him
sadness of heart.

Despite all our efforts to remove ill-feeling between the friends,
it has not been achieved. We beseech God to grant His con-
firmations - all these difficulties will be resolved, rest assured.
But strive your utmost that complete harmony and love may
be established among all, especially among those most closely
concerned.

Written in haste.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09047

AB09062

To: Khamsi, Sakinih wife of Sityyid Nasrullah (Bagiruf), in Tihran

O thou handmaid of God who is near! These two sons are like
two shining jewels that God hath given thee. Be thankful to
God that others like these two also exist in the world.

After faith and certitude there is no greater gift than children
who are perfect, wise and truthful. Praise be to God that He
hath bestowed this upon thee, especially under the shadow of
such a father who is the object of the glance of favor and the
recipient of the gaze of divine mercy.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09047

To: Munirih Khanum, in Yarka

Your cries and complaints and sighs and lamentations and wail-
ing are all justified and you are right - truly you have been left
alone. However, when I came to ‘Akka, it was prescribed for
me to go to the sea everyday and this was not possible in
Yarkih. Moreover, I had a lot of work.

Now that I have stopped going to the sea and there is less work,
I will go to Mazra’ih tonight and, God willing, I will come
there in the next few days. My condition, God be praised and
through the grace of the Ancient Beauty, is good. Be assured...

LTDT.327x
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB10813

ABO08539

To: Ali Akbar brother of the martyrs, in Yazd

O brother of those two radiant moons and brilliant suns! Those
two precious brothers, like twin celestial bodies in the supreme
heaven, rose from the manifest horizon with such effulgence
through their most great martyrdom that the light of their
sacrifice reached the Concourse on High, and the tongues of
the dwellers of the most glorious Kingdom were moved to their
praise.

Though they were deprived of earthly life, yet from the crystal
goblet and the pure chalice they drank of “Think not of those
who are slain in God’s way as dead. Nay, they are living! With
their Lord they have provision.”
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AB10813

To: Baha’is of Muhammadabad

O my God, my God! These are souls who have taken shelter
beneath the shade of Thy mercy, who have been drawn by the
fragrant breaths of Thy holiness, who have been set ablaze by
the fire kindled in the Tree of Thy oneness, who have turned
their faces toward the Kingdom of Thy singleness, and who
have supplicated before the Heaven of Thy unity. O Lord!
Deal with them through Thy grace in all things, and unfurl
over them the banner of Thy favors and bounties. O my com-
passionate Lord! Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Kind, the
Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting....

O my peerless Lord and my loving All-Knowing One! Give
these true friends to drink from the chalice of the sealed wine,
and grant these spiritual companions an opening through the
effects of the manifestation of lights. Make them firm and
steadfast in servitude to the Threshold, even as ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the Bestower.
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ABO08527

AB08958

To: Khatun Jan, in Yazd

O thou faithful and assured leaf! In this supreme calamity
and grievous tribulation that hath befallen the servants of the
Most Glorious Beauty and the handmaids of the All-Merciful
in the path of the Lord of Grandeur, thou too hast received an
abundant share and hast endured severe persecution from thy
kindred and tribe. Although thy relatives provided protection
from others, they themselves caused sufficient harm. This mat-
tereth not. The one enamoured of Layli said: “In my love for
Layli, my kinsmen reproached me - my father, my mother’s
son, my maternal aunt and uncle.” That is, in my love for
my beloved Layli, all my kith and kin reproached me - father,
brother, aunt and uncle all scorned me....
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AB08527

To: Liga wife of Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd

O handmaiden of God! Give thanks unto God that thou hast
been assisted by the light of guidance and attracted by the
fragrances of the Kingdom of Abha. Thou hast entered be-
neath the banner of divine unity and hast been blessed with
the bounty of the Glorious Lord. Thy countenance hath been
illumined by the fire of love, thou hast burned away the veils
of idle fancy, and thou hast stored up the treasures of the
Kingdom.

Praise be to God that the doors of divine favors are opened
wide and the hearts of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful
are expanded through the bestowals of the Lord. Thou art the
object of divine favors and art observed by the eye of the mercy
of the All-Merciful. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08762

ABO08828

To: Murvarid Surush, in Yazd

O handmaiden of God! Blessed art thou for having entered this
assemblage and having sung thy melody in this meadow. Thou
hast partaken of the bounty of God and received thy portion
from the radiance of the shining moon. Thou hast recognized
thy Lord, plunged into the ocean of mercy, found repose be-
neath the shade of Shah Bahram and Hooshidar, entered the
garden of paradise, and become a sweetly singing bird in the
rose garden. Praise thou the pure God, and worship thou the
Most Merciful Lord.
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ABO08762

To: Mulla Sulayman, in Yerevan

O Sulayman of the All-Merciful! The throne of Solomon was
once in these regions, but no trace of it now remains. Be thou
a glorious Solomon in the realm of the All-Merciful and re-
ceive a portion from the Most Glorious bounty. Gather and
arrange around thee the beasts and birds of the Mount of Sinai,
and spread the carpet of sovereignty in the Kingdom of divine
bestowal. Send forth the yearning hoopoe to the Sheba of
lovers, that it may guide the enchanted Bilgis to the resplen-
dent palace and lead her to the privacy of mysteries.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08724

AB08959

To: Ahmad Nabilzadih Qazvini, in Zanjan

O thou who art the remembrance of that successful one,
that angelic being of radiant countenance and musk-sweet
fragrance! He set out for the dwelling-place of the Friend
and so brightly did he shine in the gathering of the lovers
and martyrs of the All-Merciful that he became a lamp in
the sacred court and, like a resplendent flower, adorned the
rose-garden and meadow. He became one of the chosen ones
of God and found his way to the divine retreat.

Follow thou in his footsteps, that thou mayest attain endless
bounty and seek eternal life. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB08724

To: Shaykh Husayn-Ali et al., in Zavih

...0 Lord! O Forgiver! Grant freshness and grace to the friends,
like flowers and sweet herbs, through the drops of the cloud of
bounty, and cause the birds of the meadow of truth to sing and
warble with the melody of the Kingdom of Oneness. Quench
the thirst of those who are parched in the desert of longing
with the living waters in this exalted Paradise, and cause the
moths of love and affection to circle round the brilliant lamp
and burn their wings in the heat of its luminous flame, that
they may become the manifestation of ‘We shall surely give
them a good life’ and the dawning-place of ‘Nay, they are alive
and are provided sustenance from their Lord.” And upon them
be greetings and praise.
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AB09037

ABO08711

To: Afnan Alai, Habibullah et al., in Eqypt

O ye two verdant branches of the Blessed Tree! In truth, your
days are passing in utmost bitterness, and your time is spent
in the depths of sorrow and pain. But this grief and depriva-
tion is but a drop from the ocean of tribulations of this servant.
You too must inevitably have your share and portion of this,
for true faithfulness demands that one be a partner and par-
ticipant in both joy and sorrow, comfort and hardship, glory
and abasement.

And the Glory be upon the people of Glory.
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AB09037

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ali Tabrizi (Egypt)

O my Lord! Sever the cord of my attachment to all things,
sanctify me from all things, detach me from all things, and
make my face purely turned to Thy gracious countenance, that
I may be cut off from all else but Thee in this mighty station.
O my Lord! Refresh my spirit with the breaths of Thy holiness,
and turn my heart to the court of Thy bounty, and kindle my
inner heart with the passion of Thy love, and aid my eyes to
witness the signs of Thy manifestation, until it occupies me
from all else save Thee, and draws me to Thy protection, and
causes me to speak forth Thy praise, and takes hold of me as
the brilliant rays take hold in pure mirrors. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the Merciful, the Bestower, the Compassionate.
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AB08903

AB12856

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Eqypt

O Lord! Make this faithful servant a towering palm, and
this eloquent bondsman a radiant candle. Loose his tongue
in speech, and make his utterance the interpreter of visions.
Suffer his pen to be the companion of the breathings of the
Spirit, and his script the revealer of the mysteries of triumph.
Illumine his shining heart with the inspirations of the perspic-
uous Book, and make his precious life a sacrifice before the
countenance of that heart-enthralling Beloved. Cause his sanc-
tified blood to be poured out in the path of the resplendent
Beauty, and array his honoured frame in the robe of the most
great and glorious bestowals. Verily, Thou art the Generous;
verily, Thou art the Compassionate, the Merciful. And upon
him be the Glory.

sl aul J2 1 ol foy o) 1€,
O LS L L) bl a1y GbL e
Obg pdp 1y A8 LS e ) L
B sl 2 2 6,
Sl 5 o5 e OB Ll ol 1y e
Jﬁﬁr}wéﬂjéj)é\.\ébuubﬁjﬁ
Lo ’,Of ose dla Jo o J;M L
Sl SSIST el alge ooy 2 SCe

de o1y ﬁ;)\ o i) S e S

PYB#122 p.18-19

AB08903

To: Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Isfahani, in Eqypt

O believer in God! Your letter was received and read. May the
new-born be blessed. Pray and supplicate and say: “O God!
Make this child successful in faith and certitude, make him
firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testament, confirm
him through Thine infinite bounty, make him a fruitful tree in
the Abha Paradise, make him intelligent and wise, make him
Thy needy one, and make him honored among strangers and
kin.”

2 Name him Muhammad ‘Inayat. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB12603

AB08606

To: Muhammad Salih Kirmani, in Eqypt

O thou upright servant of the One True God!

In this Day both uprightness and redemption are to be found
in steadfastness in the Covenant of God and in firm obedi-
ence to the Testament and Will of the Well-Beloved. For this
impregnable stronghold protects the souls of men and this all-
encompassing shelter is the means for the tranquillity of spirit,
the redemptive life, and the true salvation of the people.

If a person should deprive himself of this particular bounty nei-
ther his uprightness nor his righteousness would result in true
happiness, neither his austerity of life nor his piety would yield
any results, for the cornerstone of the foundation of existence
is steadfastness in the Covenant.
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AB12603

To: Aunt of Mirza Habib, in Iran

O enkindled leaf! Though you spent a lifetime in Kerman and
Tehran, in truth you were journeying and traveling in the di-
vine realms. While the body traverses the earthly kingdom,
the spirit soars through the celestial spheres. Physical travel
brings refreshment to bodies, but spiritual journey brings de-
liverance and expansion to heart and soul.

Now open another window and undertake a different journey
- that is, travel from the realm of contingent existence to the
realm of no-place, that you may witness the signs of God’s
Covenant and Testament in the Supreme Concourse.
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ABO08625

AB09112

The more difficulties one sees in the world the more perfect
one becomes. The more you plough and dig the ground the
more fertile it becomes. The more you cut the branches of a
tree the higher and stronger it grows. The more you put the
gold in the fire the purer it becomes. The more you sharpen
the steel by grinding the better it cuts. Therefore, the more
sorrows one sees the more perfect one becomes.

That is why, in all times, the Prophets of God have had tribula-
tions and difficulties to withstand. The more often the captain
of a ship is in the tempest and difficult sailing the greater his
knowledge becomes.

Therefore I am happy that you have had great tribulations and
difficulties. For this I am very happy—that you have had many
sorrows. Strange it is that I love you and still I am happy that
you have sorrows.
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ABO08625

To: Ahdiyyih, Muhammad Husayn son of Mulla Shafi Nayrizi

O thou, the new tree in the Divine Garden!

The true feelings of heart and soul cannot be explained by
what I write, as it is beyond the world of limitation of place,
S0, it is better to be brief: Know thou, that as you are the only
son of that illumined and erudite scholar, the expectant eyes of
many, including mine, await and look forward to your becom-
ing the inimitable and fruitful tree of that stream, possessing
the merits of both virtue and nobility.

NYR#150

Ol Jis o)l

5 s Pl op 55 03 T 51
Nl & 4z 5350 s e 5 3yt Ol
)W\&MKAJJ‘/\D} &KA\ "4»_).)
sl p ol iy b O dls & 0l 1y o) !
):.\.,oa\&&a(&g-tg,\;&\;.\;éf
DN 5 S g I & izl 5 o
33 A 35 BN O 5y 655 Ll

Gt S

LMAZ2.435, NYMG.139, NYR#150

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 96


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_14/Issue_2
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/p/pilgrims_notes_us-archives_unsorted.pdf#page=46
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_351-400.pdf#page=50
https://www.nayriz.org/template.php?pageName=illuminatedTablets
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/360.pdf#page=443
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/460.pdf#page=144
https://www.nayriz.org/template.php?pageName=illuminatedTablets

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABU2522

ABU2455

Question: What is the ruling on polygamy?

Answer: In the Qur’an, the phrase “if ye fear that ye shall not
be able to deal justly [with them], then only one” indicates that
in the sight of God, the ruling of one [wife] is acceptable. How-
ever, the Islamic clergy determined justice in terms of food,
drink, clothing and the means of living. The reason for the
ruling of three and four |[wives] was that in the time of the
Prophet, there was no limit to the number of marriages among
the Arabs, therefore He commanded three and four [wives]
conditional upon justice, otherwise multiple wives causes cor-
ruption of the family. But marriage to a distant relation is
certainly better.
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ABU2522

Words to Mrs Goodall and Mrs Cooper

You have written concerning the spiritual meetings.

The foundation of the spiritual meetings must be the teaching
and delivering of the Cause of God. In these meetings the
believers and maid-servants of the Merciful must proclaim the
proofs and arguments and explain the signs of the appearance
of the Beauty of Abha-May my life by a sacrifice to the beloved
ones! Meanwhile they may read some Tablets and Communes,
and at the end of the meetings, if they desire to sing with the
utmost supplication and meekness, it is acceptable.

But the fundamental principle of the establishment of spiritual
meetings is for the sake of teaching and delivering the Truth
so that those souls who are present may become informed of
the Divine Evidences and Proofs.
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ABO08793

AB08616

To: Abdal Qarih-Baghi

O my beloved companion! His honor Aga Siyyid Asadu’llah
speaks with the utmost praise regarding your esteemed self.
In truth, this revered personage is burning passionately with
the fire of the love of God. He relates this, and we too, like a
truthful witness, accept his word and testimony.

May my Lord make your mind fragrant with holy breezes and
your nostrils perfumed with the life-giving zephyrs from the
gardens of His grace, and make your mind sweeter than honey
and sugar.

3 The Caucasus being the nest of the Simurgh bird at the zenith
of glory is proverbial among both the elite and common folk.
And so it remains.
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ABO08793

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khadim

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! O namesake of this lowly servant! Come,
come, let us join hands and share secrets together, and in ac-
cordance with this name let us fill a cup with sweet honey
and engage in servitude and service, and attain to the condi-
tion of a single soul. Should I fall short, you shall complete
the task; should I falter, you shall press forward. When two
weak frames are made to stand firm in a single purpose, they
acquire the strength of one mighty frame. Perhaps through
divine assistance and grace we shall accomplish something in
servitude.
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AB12601

AB08493

To: Abu Muhammad Azghandi

My God, my God! Thou seest me casting my face in the dust of
lowliness before Thy mighty Oneness, and seeking forgiveness
for Thy servant who hath forsaken all contingent things and
soared on wings of longing to the unseen realm of the worlds.

O Lord! He hath come before Thee and approached Thy thresh-
old, seeking Thy pardon and hoping for Thy grace, awaiting the
manifestations of Thy tender mercy. Do Thou forgive him and
his companion who hath returned unto Thee, drawn by Thy
sweet fragrances and placing her trust in Thee. Verily, Thou
art the Forgiver, the Pardoner, the Bestower, the All-Sufficing,
the Ever-Faithful.

Praise be unto Thee, O Thou in Whose ocean of supreme mercy
the sinners are immersed. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful,
the All-Giving.

A DIl Ol s el A7 B B
S5 el Sa oladl b Sals b
o d ALY e b, oKLY
oIS

JJWUU’ Sl iy 5 S 555 6l o,
4 il Saly ool gl | lime S L
Sy Bydowie S Camry ) ard
Al B W el S S w1 e
Sl Bl

%))L?dsw‘uéb-uﬁhgg-&'\J
Sl S et Sl (800

BSHN.140.106, BSHN.144.106, MHT2.083

AB12601

To: Aga Ahmad (Abadih) et al.

O servants of God! Your loving father remembered you at the
Divine Threshold and engaged in your mention, and desired
this letter so that the effect of the pen might bestow new life
and grant boundless joy and delight.

Though outwardly this letter is but traces upon paper, in re-
ality it is the breathings of the spirit and the cause of victory.
It imparts the intoxication of the heavenly wine and wafts the
fragrance from the gardens of the Abha Kingdom.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12602

ABO08798

To: Aqga Ataullah son of Haji Ali

O ‘Atal The renowned poet spoke truly when he said:
“Omne cannot give up the Friend for this world or the next;

The company of Joseph is better than counted dirhams.”

Observe how your faithful friend has shown such devotion to-
ward you, remembering you at the blessed Threshold, the Cen-
ter of Lights, the Repository of Mysteries, the Spot round
which circle the Concourse on High, the Luminous Shrine, and
beseeching this letter from ‘Abdu’l-Baha. I beseech God that
you may in every way become the intimate companion of the
Beloved of your hopes and be confirmed and assisted. And
upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12602

To: Aga Husayn

O Lord of Hosts, Educator of existence, and Creator of all cre-
ated things! I implore at the threshold of Thy mercy, prostrate
upon the dust, and at the spacious court of Thy oneness, that
Thou mayest send the holy fragrances of Thy pardon and for-
giveness to perfume the nostrils of Thy servant Husayn, Light
of the East and West, who now resteth in the grave, through
the outpouring of Thy mercy flowing from the Supreme Hori-
zon.

O my Lord! Tlumine his countenance with a radiant beam
from Thy Most Glorious sacred habitation, shower upon him
the torrents of Thy greatest gifts, and shelter him beneath the
canopy of Thy supreme forgiveness.

Verily, Thou art the Hearer of Prayer, and verily Thou art the
Ever-Forgiving, the Relenting One.
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AB09091

ABO08835

To: Aqa Husayn (Qazvin)

O thou who art thoughtful and mindful! Praise be to God
that thou hast entered beneath the shade of the Tree of Divine
Unity and hast been admitted into the pavilion of the glory of
the Lord of bounty.

Know thou the worth of this station, and be thou engaged in
gathering the fruits from the tree of acceptance and faith. And
the fruits of this tree are the deeds and acts and conditions of
those who are nigh unto God.

In acquiring the qualities and characteristics of spiritual beings,
show forth the high endeavor of men, that thou mayest attain
to the station where “I will make all my remembrances and
prayers but a single remembrance, and my condition in Thy
service eternal.”
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AB09091

To: Aga Lutfullah

O thou who hast circumambulated the gathering-place of the
Concourse on High! Praise be to God that thou hast traversed
desert and wilderness until thou didst measure out the mea-
sure of the Covenant and didst attain unto a mighty victory,
becoming successful in kissing the Sacred Threshold.

Loose thy tongue in praise of the Ancient of Days, for thou
hast been confirmed with such a gift and distinguished with
such a bounty.

It is hoped from divine grace that thou wilt return to thy home-
land in the utmost joy and fragrance, and when thou meetest
with those wanderers of the divine Friend’s lane, those who are
poor in spirit, convey to them the Most Great, Most Wondrous
Greeting, and the Glory be upon the people of Baha.
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ABO08866

AB08491

To: Aqa Mirza Abu’l-Qasim

My God, my God! I am a servant who hath believed in Thee
and in Thy signs, who hath turned his face toward the counte-
nance of Thy most exalted Beauty, who hath devoted his face
to Thy most glorious Kingdom, who hath held fast to the sure
handle, who hath clung to the hem of the robe of grandeur,
who hath stood firm in Thy resplendent Law, and who hath
remained steadfast in Thy mighty Covenant which Thou didst
take beneath the shade of the Tree of Paradise.

O my Lord! Guard me with Thine all-seeing eye of protection
that watcheth over the loved ones, and look upon me with the
glances of Thy mercy that encompasseth all things. Preserve
me from every affliction, and shield me from wavering and
perturbation, O Thou Lord of Lords!

Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful, the
Mighty, the All-Bestowing.
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AB08866

To: Aga Muhammad

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of divine guidance!
How blessed are those whose brightness is the cause of enlight-
enment unto the hearts of men. How happy he who proffers
freely the cup of everlasting life to others! How joyous the
pure-hearted one who would unloose his tongue and shed the
generous jewels of utterance before such souls as are prepared
to receive them! What is more priceless than the pearl of divine
knowledge? What is more precious than the gem of spiritual
recognition? Pour forth thy treasure-laden words, therefore,
and crown these human souls with the divine lustre of His
Name.
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AB08544

ABO08792

To: Aga Siyyid Aga Jan (Mazindaran)

1 O thou servant of the Sacred Threshold!

2 The mystery of servitude is revealed when the light of the
Divine Identity shines forth upon the world of the heart and the
lamp of reality is kindled within the inner chamber of the soul.
When its radiance touches the tongue, utterance becomes the
essence of Divine Unity, and when its rays fall upon the pillars
of being, there proceed such deeds, actions, ways, conduct and
behavior as constitute the very life of existence. And when it
casts its effulgence upon the realm of minds, the mysteries of
the seen and unseen become manifest.

3 And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB08544

To: Aqga Ustad Kazim Banna

I O Builder! Raise thou such an edifice whose foundation shall
be laid in the depths of earth, whose pinnacle shall reach the
heights of heaven, and whose turrets shall be joined to the
Supreme Horizon. Let it be firmly constructed and reinforced
from iron and mighty steel, consolidated, strengthened, distinc-
tive and supported. If thou raisest such an edifice, thou art
indeed an architect, designer and builder of supreme power.

2 Otherwise, human structures shall be leveled to dust, and the
pearls in the shell of contingent being shall turn to worthless
pottery, unless the rays of the Sun of Reality shine forth and
bestow grace, brilliance and radiance.

3 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO08525

AB09041

To: Aunt of Abdu’l-Baha

Praised be Thou, O Lord my God! This is one of the leaves
of the Tree of Thy Oneness and a fruit of the Tree of Thy Sin-
gleness whose root is firmly established in the land of eternity
and whose branch reacheth the highest heaven.

O God, verily calamities have so encompassed her in Thy path
that her flesh hath melted away and her bones crumbled to
dust. She wasteth away as a burning candle in her separation
from Thee and weepeth as a bereaved mother in her remote-
ness from Thee. O God, send down upon her that which will
comfort her. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Convey My Abha greetings to Jinab-i Aqa Mirza Isma’il.

LTDT.272

AB08525

To: Bibi Tuba sister of Varqa

O handmaiden of God! Give thanks unto God that thou art
one of the leaves of the Divine Lote-Tree of Paradise and among
the maidservants of the Desired One. Thou wearest upon thy
head a crown whose brilliant pearls illumine the East and the
West, and whose exquisite jewels brighten the eyes of all who
dwell on earth. And that crown is servitude at His holy Thresh-
old.

I swear by Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand that the
Maidens of Paradise in the realm of holiness yearn for this
mighty bounty, while thou, through the grace and generosity
of the Sovereign of existence, hast attained unto this blessing
with the utmost ease.

oy D06 55 51 8 1y s o8 S el (g
PR Y fo;- slol 3) g qugs
D B AV IV S )l
3l 3 o sbal 2l e s aleis
e Okl O S Oy as M |,
s

s i Sl § ey s sl
J2b a5 el S Caage U 0
b Glel s g I 2y Ok 5 -
s s cube

MKT7.061

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 104

1

2


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LTDT.pdf#page=289
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-65.html

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08751

ABO08679

To: Binish Haqju

O Jinab-i-Binish! The pearl of eloquence and rhetoric which
thou hast nurtured in the shell of heart and soul is an adorn-
ment to the gathering of the joyous ones.

Yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s desire is that praise be confined to servi-
tude to the Most Glorious Beauty, and nothing else. All else
falls outside the subject and predicate. As much as thou art
able, let thy tongue be loosened in praising and extolling the
Day-Star of the horizons in the present moment.

And if thou wishest to praise me, say: “O ‘Abdu’l-Baha! This
is my highest aspiration, my loftiest height, my most luminous
dawn, and my boundless glory.”

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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ABO08751

To: Darvish Abdu’l-Karim Munis

O thou who art intoxicated with divine love! Thanks be to the
Ever-Living, the All-Powerful that thou art sheltered beneath
the shade of the Great Lord, and thy nostrils are perfumed
with the soul-reviving musk, and thy mind is filled with its
fragrance.

Be thou at all times intoxicated with the wine of faithfulness
and become the herald of the Supreme Lord. Arise in passion-
ate fervor and awaken a world from the slumber of heedlessness,
and rouse them from the stupor of self and desire.

Purify thy intention and elevate thy resolve - then thou shalt
witness the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom.

Jinab-i-Mashhadi Husayn is ever occupied with thy remem-
brance.
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AB08951

ABO08726

To: Darvish Yuqidih

O true friend, much praise hath been offered for that one in-
toxicated with the pure wine who is at the utmost degree of
capacity and worthiness to receive illumination.

2 I'say that if this be so—and assuredly it is so—he is the dawning-
place of the rays of the grace of the manifest Light, and his
name is inscribed in the most exalted scrolls.

This alone is the very essence of grace and the sign of divine
bestowal. Yet proof is required, and that proof is attraction
and rapture, purity and detachment, freedom from defilement,
and sanctification and holiness.

And God willing, it is even so.
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ABO08951

To: Diya’tyyih Khanum (daughter of Haji Mirza Muhammad)

O blessed leaf! Give thanks to God that you are from a pure
lineage and have drunk from the breast of God’s love, reposed
in the cradle of the knowledge of God, and were nurtured in
the embrace of God’s bounty.

Now is the time for you to grow and develop like a sapling in the
gardens of God’s guidance, to become verdant and flourishing,
to receive boundless freshness and grace from the droplets of
the cloud of favors, to sing the praise of the Blessed Tree, and
to raise such a melody as to intoxicate and astound the birds
of the meadow of truth.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09030

ABO08829

To: Gawhar Khudabakhsh wife of Burzu et al.

O handmaidens of God! Jinab-i-Barzu, through forceful in-
sistence, requested from ‘Abdu’l-Baha a letter for each of his
relatives and associates. I, seeing him so determined, accepted
his request and with utmost love, kindness and joy proceeded
to write these letters.

In truth, Barzu is pure in heart and captivated by the love of
that Kind Friend. You too should follow in his footsteps and
seek his qualities so that you may find joy in the divine world
and attain to success.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09030

To: Haji Mirza Husayn

O Haji Mirza Husayn! The reply to your letter was delayed
due to known obstacles - please excuse this. Whatever that
honored person instructs you to do, accept it - there is no
harm in this.

Deliver the enclosed letter to him and say that the assistance
and grace of the Divine Unity is conditional upon and depen-
dent on the fellowship of one or two holy souls with perfect
wisdom, and avoidance of heedless, hateful persons. I hope
they will be successful.

Tell that respected person to say to the chief: “Has not the time
come for believers that their hearts should become humble for
the remembrance of God?” Say: “Yes, O Lord, the time has
come and arrived.”

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO08578

AB11987

To: Hakim Harun

O thou who art attracted by the Spirit of the Covenant!

Khan is present in this gathering and his tongue is loosed in
praise of that beloved friend who is in the utmost joy and
gladness from the favors of the Dawning-Place of Revelation.
On your behalf, he has inhaled the holy fragrances in the sacred
garden of the All-Merciful, and likewise as your deputy he has
met with ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Your hosting of the beloved of the
All-Merciful was accepted and God willing it shall be carried
out, and all will make the visitation on your behalf.

And upon thee be Glory!
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ABO08578

To: Hurmuzdyar Rustam Shamil

O servant of the Lord! The All-Merciful is kind to you, and
you desire that this bewildered one should pen you a letter.

Though I say that letters, pens and inkwells may reveal mys-
teries, yet the hearts of the friends are the true interpreters,
and the feelings of the soul are sufficient and complete. Never-
theless, this letter is written that I may outwardly remember
you and engage in your mention.

I beseech God that you may shine with a radiant countenance
in the realm of India and become the cause of warming the
hearts of that gathering. May your soul be happy!
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ABO08750

ABO08618

To: Isfandiyar son of Ardishir

O Lord! Give Ardishir to drink from the breast of forgiveness
and immerse him in the ocean of pardon, for Ardishir was
captivated by Thy love and was, with heart and soul, kind to
the friends.

O Thou Nurturer of servants! Be Thou the guide to Thy hand-
maiden Dilbar and bring her into the realm of forgiveness and
pardon. Make her the joy of Thy handmaidens and include
her among Thy cherished maidservants, that her soul may find
rest and her spirit may attain gladness.

Thou art the Bestower, the Kind, and Thou art the Giver, the
Illuminating and Radiant One of the world of heart and soul.
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ABO08750

To: Jalal Bashir Rahmani Faransi

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine love!

Praise be to God that thou art firm in the Covenant, illumined
by the heat of the dawning-light, speaking in praise of the
Beloved of all regions, and admitted to the sanctuary on the
Day of Meeting. Thou hast reached the path of the Friend and
drunk from the wine of divine favors.

Now return to the Orient and become an intimate companion
and confidant of the merciful friends. Tune the harp of love
and create a pleasing melody. Strike up a royal tune and raise
such a song that its echo may reach both East and West.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO08860

AB08486

To: Karbala’i Imamquli et al.

O my God, my God! These are servants who have responded to
the Call and answered the Summoner of Truth with hearts over-
flowing with love and devotion, with breasts dilated through
the tokens of faithfulness, and with eyes fixed upon the Most
Exalted Kingdom.

O Lord! Make them radiant lamps and loving stars, and
tall-growing trees, and flowing rivers, and verdant gardens,
and gushing fountains. Aid them with hosts from the Con-
course on High, and assist them with the angels of heaven,
and strengthen them with mighty power.

Verily, Thou art the Strong, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Generous.
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ABO08860

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Karim Fathabadi

O thou who yearnest for the Luminary of the World!

2 Sorrow and lament not, neither sigh nor weep. God willing, af-
ter leaving this earthly body thou shalt take up thine abode in
the divine world nigh unto the Beloved of all mankind. Thou
shalt exchange the venom of separation for the honey of re-
union, heal cruelty’s blows with the balm of faith, hasten from
the desert of remoteness unto the shore of nearness, and be set
free from this dustbin of deprivation. Like unto the birds of
the meadow in the flower garden of union, thou shalt warble
thy song of thanksgiving unto the peerless Lord.

3 Upon thee be salutation and praise.
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AB08894

ABO08813

To: Kazim Khayyat

O Kazim! God says in the mighty Qur’an: “Those who restrain
their anger,” and He counts this among the attributes of those
possessed of certitude. But since you have drunk from the
ocean of recognition and entered beneath the shadow of the All-
Merciful, God willing, you will also attain unto “and pardon
men; for God loveth those who do good,” and you will become
adorned with all the qualities and virtues of the people of divine
unity.

Consider what a bounty He hath bestowed upon you, in that
He hath delivered you from the darkness of the nether world
and illumined your countenance with the lights of guidance.
Therefore, render thanks unto God for this.
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AB08894

To: Khajih Muhammad Isma’il

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance! Raise both
hands in thanksgiving to the threshold of the One God and
offer praise that thou hast attained the fruit of creation, opened
the eye of insight, accepted the way of the divine friends, and
been nurtured beneath the shadow of His favor.

Now it behooveth thee to rest not for a moment nor seek repose
for an instant. Night and day, like unto a candle, thou must
burn and bestow the light of guidance upon all. With heart
and soul, be thou engaged in diffusing the divine fragrances.
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ABO08695

ABO08697

To: Khalil Nabil

O Khalil-i-Nabil! Be thou so pure and sincere in the path
of trust in God, of supplication and devotion, that shouldst
the mighty Gabriel and the Faithful Spirit ask “Hast thou any
desire?”, thou wouldst cry out “Not from thee!”

And bind thy heart so firmly to the Beauty of the Glorious
Lord that thou wouldst extinguish the fire of Nimrod, migrate
from the land of self and passion to the blessed spot of Mount
Sinai, hasten from the realm of darkness of Nimrod to the
luminous and white spot of the Loving Lord, be honored with
divine manifestations, and sacrifice thy dear children in the
path of God.
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ABO08695

To: Kiyumarth (Pilgrim) et al.

O loving Lord! Your servant Forud has ascended to the high-
est horizon and entered the Abha Kingdom. Yearning for the
divine presence, he took flight to the branches of mysteries.

O Kind One! Grant him entry to the garden of meeting and
bestow upon him a share from the gathering of divine mani-
festation. Show Your beauteous countenance and comfort and
gladden that good-natured one. Forgive his sins and teach him
wondrous melodies that he may delight the Concourse on High
with heart-burning songs.

You are verily the Forgiver, the Bestower, the Resplendent, the
Radiant, and the Kind One.
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AB08666

To: Mashhadi Husayn Khayyat

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Gl , b

> Praise be to God that thou hast shown such firmness as to

make all the friends happy. All praise to thy staunchness of
spirit!

It beseemeth each one of the friends of the Ancient Beauty
to withstand the assault of the multitudes like unto a mighty
rampart and like an impregnable fortress, face the animosity
and the attacks of the armies of hate. Let them bear every
affliction in the path of the One Beloved and supplicate the
Abha Kingdom both in the daytime and the night season.

Blessed art thou, and again blessed art thou! Upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB09102

To: May Mazwell (Bolles)

To the one who hath hearkened to God’s good tidings and hath
proclaimed His bountiful favours!

T assure thee that all the heavenly souls are praying for thee, for
thou hast spread abroad the sweet savours of the wondrous gar-
den of the Kingdom of God, and thy face hath shone forth with
the effulgent light rising above the horizon of the all-powerful
Lord. Thine ears were thrilled as they hearkened to the call
from heaven, and thy heart hath been quickened by the new-
born spirit of the glorious Cause of God!

Erelong thou shalt behold the celestial blessing of this prayer,
and the radiance of the light of God’s mighty Cause. Thou
shalt witness the widespread diffusion of this light to the high-
est heaven, and thou shalt see how from this new spirit a
mighty power is released over the entire creation.

MAX.082-083
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AB08939

AB08896

To: Mihraban Kayqubad

O Miraban! They say that Kayqubad in his later years laid the
foundation of detachment and sanctification, withdrew from all
people, and chose the corner of seclusion and retreat for the
comfort of his heart and the tranquility of his soul. But you,
in your youth, show such manliness - that is, be detached in
spirit from the world and its peoples while being loving and
kind in heart and tongue. The essence of retreat and seclusion
is that a person should have no attachment of heart to this
world, but rather seek freedom, tranquility and wisdom.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO08939

To: Mirza Abbas

O namesake! May you ever be joyous and glad. Yet this name
must have a meaning and manifestation, and befitting reality
and attributes. For the meaning of this name is “fierce lion”
and its quality is boundless courage. But manliness lies not in
ferocity, and courage consists not in force and might.

Rather, true manliness and wisdom lie in freedom from all save
God. If, through divine strength, you gain deliverance from the
clutches of the commanding self, you are indeed Rustam, son
of Zal, and steadfast at the Divine Threshold. Otherwise, even
if you become Tahmtan or Piltan or Ruyintan [mighty heroes
of Persian legend], you are but a captive, abject, contemptible
and dull, cowardly and fearful, timid and anxious.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O s (b Bl 5 5y e ali® ol
G5d s Sam 5 AL Gosb 5 o b ol
uﬁa)wtﬂ;,,:rw\d\éﬂfﬁ,\ju
56 S Sl by 0Ly celst
G OG5 O 4 ol

il §1 L K55 Sl &
Fgbels oyl ks Ko 31 bl oy
bosS Gheg 51 Okl p330 5 Glws
5 G s M3 el Fdas Ly
Aowsns B s dls 1

MKT6.179

114


http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/diglib/Periodicals/Payam_i_Bahai/268.PDF#page=4
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-392.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-179.html

V]

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08978

AB08543

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib

O nightingale of inner meanings! Thy brilliant and peerless
luminous ode was noted. It was in the utmost eloquence and
excellence, and the blessed pages were chanted with wondrous
melodies in the utmost sweetness. The Greatest Holy Leaf
asked for a prize, that is, that words of praise be inscribed by
the Pen of the Covenant.

I too have taken up my weak pen and trouble you with these
few brief lines, saying that the cup of inner meanings must be

filled purely with the mention of the Beloved of all horizons.

“Take it pure, and if thou wishest to mix it, then to turn away
from the wrong of the Beloved - that is the wrong.”

And upon thee be Glory.
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ABO08978

To: Mirza Ali et al.

O friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The exaltation of man lies in his
comprehension of universal meanings, and power lies in bearing
the Most Great Trust, and the incisive sword is the brilliant
proof and clear evidence that issues from the mouth of the

Word of God.

Therefore, strive as much as you can to seek this holy divine
exaltation, and pursue this universal divine power, and desire
this incisive heavenly sword, so that you may progress in all
degrees of existence and be confirmed in the characteristics of
the All-Merciful and the emanations of the All-Glorious.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO08534

AB12604

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

He is the Witnessed One

> O my God, my God! Thou art He before Whose grandeur and
majesty all necks have bowed down, before Whose dominion
and power all voices have been hushed, before Whose glory
and sovereignty all foreheads have prostrated themselves and
all faces have been subdued. Assist this servant who hath
turned toward the Dayspring of Thy mercy and hath drawn
nigh unto the Dawning-Place of Thy oneness, that he may
achieve that which Thou lovest and art pleased with in the
kingdom of Thy singleness. O Lord! Make him a sign of Thy
remembrance, a horizon of Thy love, and a lamp unto Thy
loved ones. Make him steadfast in Thy Cause, enkindled with
the fire of Thy Manifestation in this Day when Thy call hath
been raised from the Blessed Tree and when Thy earth and
Thy heaven have been illumined through the revelation of Thy
beauty. Verily, Thou art the Almighty, the All-Powerful.
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AB08534

To: Mirza Hasan Mustawfi

O Thou forgiving God! Enable this hand-reared bird to find
nest and shelter in the Divine Lote Tree (Sidratu’l-Muntaha)
and allow this destitute one to find home and refuge within
Thy sanctuary. Shelter this imploring and weeping one ‘neath
the shade of Thy unity. Bestow wealth upon this poor creature
and, upon the loftiest summit establish this suppliant soul who
hath turned unto Thy Kingdom of Glory.

Thou art the Compassionate and the Merciful. Thou art the
Kind, Thou art the Clement, Thou art the Generous and verily
Thou art the Bountiful, the Compassionate.
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ABO08572

ABO08753

To: Mirza Hasan Mustawfi

O thou who art inebriated by this imperishable wine! The wine
cup can bestow temporary delight, ephemeral ecstasy, but then
it causeth drowsiness, and eventually leadeth to an aching head.
But he who hath been inebriated by the wine of the Divine Call
will not suffer drowsiness nor experience such discomforts. Nay,
he will be alert and wakeful; his discernment will increase, as
will his understanding.

Therefore, it befitteth so noble and spiritual a person as thyself
to imbibe the beverage of the All-Merciful; so spiritual a one as
thee must needs enjoy the ecstasy and delight that accrue there-
from. This bestoweth a heavenly existence, not mere drunk-
enness; this bestoweth spiritual awareness, not mere morning
drowsiness.

And the Glory be upon thee, O thou who hast turned unto
God.
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ABO08572

To: Mirza Husayn

O servant of Baha! Turn to the Kingdom of Mystery, the All-
Glorious Dominion, and offer up this prayer:

O Lord! O Kind One! O Pure God! O Merciful, All-Merciful
One! Grant us a bounty, a gift, a mercy, and a blessing that
we may become free from all else and be captured in Thy snare.
Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.

‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

O Lord! Forgive and bestow Thy favors upon Ahmad, the
father of this servant of Thy threshold. Make him an intimate
companion in the privacy of Thy forgiveness. Give him to drink
from the heart-delighting stream of Thy pardon and immerse
him in the ocean of Thy forgiveness.
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AB08960

ABO08676

To: Mirza Jalal (Pilgrim)

O Jalal! Turn thy face toward the Kingdom of Beauty, seek the
boundless bounty, pursue the greatest of hopes - and that is
servitude at the Sacred Threshold of the Most Glorious Lord.

His servitude cannot be fully expressed in words, nor easily
achieved. Rather it requireth divine attraction and spiritual
illumination, true recognition and heavenly tidings. It deman-
deth detachment from this mortal world and deeds and actions
that are merciful.

I hope thou wilt become confirmed in all these virtues. Verily
thy Lord is the Possessor of great bounty.
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AB08960

To: Mirza Kamal (Sayyah)

O thou who art a reminder of him who has ascended unto God!

In these days when the fires of tests and the flames of trials
have blazed forth, and the tempest of great terror has encom-
passed all regions, when the mighty flood of the Covenant has
descended from the mountains of the Testament and the foun-
dation of the weak has been demolished - we hope that through
divine confirmations thou wilt remain firm and steadfast, hold-
ing fast to the mighty cord, and constant in faithfulness.

3 Not a moment passes but thou art remembered, and not a
minute elapses but thou art called to mind. I beseech God
that thou mayest be assisted and confirmed, and become well-
pleasing at the Divine Threshold.
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AB09070

ABO08747

To: Mirza Rahim et al.

O ye whose hearts are alive! The season of soul-reviving spring
is here and the wondrous time of spring has come. It is the
moment for strolling in rose gardens and wandering in flower
beds. This is the century of lights and the age of mysteries.
All created things are in motion and stirring, and all existing
things are adorned with their finest ornaments.

It is evident then what grace and bounty has been bestowed
upon man. Therefore, strive to become true human beings
who attain their heart’s desire, not merely sculptured idols
of Farkhar. The cycle of the Greatest Name is bounty upon
bounty and joy upon joy.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09070

To: Misbah, Azizullah et al.

O Abdu’l-Husayn! O you who share my name! Hasten to
Beirut with your respected companions and strive with all your
strength and determination to acquire both outward and spir-
itual perfections. Strive that you may draw near to the Court
of the Divine Unity.

In the college and schools of Beirut, you must all exert such
intense effort and decisive endeavor in your studies that you
may distinguish yourselves among all the students. This is the
counsel and advice of Abdu’l-Baha. You must assuredly carry
it out.
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ABO08819

To: Mother of Mirza Ali Rida (Shiraz)

O thou maidservant of the Most Glorious Threshold! Alet ok 8™ (o

> Give thanks unto God that thou wert blessed with a son who,
turning his face toward God, traversed mountain, plain and
desert, and like the wind crossed the wilderness, until he at-
tained unto the sacred soil of the holy shrine, making his inner
vision clear and his sight pure and free from every dust.

Such a mother deserveth such a son, and such a son requireth
such a mother. Blessed be the breast that gave him suck, and
happy the bosom that nurtured him. Blessed art thou and
blessed is he in all conditions.
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AB09004

To: Mrs Vanderbilt

O Mrs. Vanderbilt! O rose adorned and blossoming in the
gardens of the love of God! The springtime has come, and the
lofty clouds have poured down their copious rain upon both
noble and lowly alike. The breezes of God have wafted over
the gardens of earth and heaven with a new spirit, and the heat
of the Sun of Truth has intensified upon every goodly plant and
graceful tree growing in blessed soil from every clime.

Verily, thou art as the rose of divine knowledge in the garden
of the All-Merciful. Therefore, give thanks unto God and be
moved with joy for these outpourings from the All-Merciful,
which are the greatest gift for the rose, the herbs and the sweet
basil. And upon thee be glory.
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ABO08603

ABO08665

To: Muhammad Kazim Naraqi

O thou who art firm in the Covenant and Testament! It is
morning, and the musk-laden fragrance from the gardens of
the highest heaven is wafting, and the lights of sanctification
are shining forth from the horizon of the Kingdom, and the
glorification and praise of the Concourse on High continuously
reaches the ears of the people of Baha, and the life-giving
breezes from the gardens of the Abha Kingdom are quicken-
ing the spirits and refreshing the hearts of the chosen ones.

Therefore, O thou who art firmly rooted in the Covenant of
God, sacrifice thy life in the path of the Ancient Beauty, that
thou mayest become a manifestation of the signs of the All-
Merciful. Verily, thy Lord will assist thee to achieve victory.
He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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AB08603

To: Muhammad Khan Sarhang Ardalbashi Nuri

O thou truthful servant of the Ancient Beauty!

Let thy mind be alert, thy heart alive. Be like a tidal wave in
the sea of God’s love that thou mayest cast ashore the pearls
of truth and inner significance.

Every heart which remains untouched by His beauty is no bet-
ter than a granite rock and every eye that hath not been en-
thralled by His countenance remains blind and visionless in
this Day.

It is the time of summoning, the season of calling; it is the
moment to be stirred with enthusiasm and desire. Strive as
much as thou art able to be the cause of the illumination of
hearts and souls.
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AB12624

ABO08916

To: Muhammad Khan Sarhang Ardalbashi Nuri

Remembrance of God is like the rain and dew which bestow
freshness and grace on flowers and hyacinths, revive them and
cause them to acquire fragrance, redolence and renewed charm.
“And thou hast seen the earth dried up and barren: but when
We send down the rain upon it, it stirreth and swelleth, and
groweth every kind of luxuriant herb.”

Strive thou, then, to praise and glorify God by night and by
day, that thou mayest attain infinite freshness and beauty.
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AB12624

To: Muhammad Radi (brother of Aga Muhammad Hasan)

O remnant of that sacrifice at the altar of love! Honored
Muhammad Hasan was present and mention was made of you,
and we remembered you. Therefore this letter is written that it
may be the cause of spirit and fragrance, may bring attraction
and rapture, and bestow delight and ecstasy, that you may
walk in the path of your noble father and move and progress
in the way of that one near to the Divine Threshold. Be mind-
ful and grateful, be eloquent, and be as a tall palm tree and a
brilliant lamp. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB08629

AB08936

To: Muhammad Rida Yazdi

O fresh flower of the garden of the love of God! At every mo-
ment thou art remembered and in truth art spiritually present
in heart and soul.

Physical separation in this world hath no significance, and
praise be to God, spiritual nearness in the world of the spirit
is real and evident. Therefore, think not that thou art distant
and estranged. Rather, thou art present in this gathering and
before His court.

Through the bounty of the All-Forgiving Lord, it is hoped that
day by day thou wilt draw ever closer and receive an ever
greater portion of this supreme blessing.
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AB08629

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! In truth, thou hast fallen
into great difficulty and hardship, but this is a mercy, for it
is in the path of the Most Great Unity. Bitterness is sweet-
ness, poison is the antidote, calamity is serenity, and cruelty
is fidelity.

Be not sorrowful, but rather joyous and glad, for praise be to
God, thou hast proven worthy to encounter countless hardships
in the path of God.

Strive as much as thou canst to protect and safeguard the
dependents of thy deceased brother, for this will draw thee nigh
unto the divine court and bring thee close to His threshold.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09032

ABO8887

To: Mulla Muhammad Sadiq Mazindarani

O thou who art raising the call “Come ye unto prosperity!”
Make thou a mighty effort, for the gates of the Kingdom are
opened wide and the lights of the Realm above are streaming
forth from the Unseen Domain of divine might.

The lamp of bounties is aflame within the glass of teaching, and
the hosts of divine confirmation accompany him who speaks
forth the Most Great Name.

As much as thou art able, diffuse the sweet savors of God and
strive with all thy might to spread the lights of the Kingdom
of God in every direction, for thou art the object of the glance
of favor of the Ancient Beauty.

In thankfulness for this bounty, arise thou to serve the Sacred
Threshold even as ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB09032

To: Munirih Khanum

Since I intend to return home, therefore I am not writing in
detail. Praise be to God, we are all protected and preserved
under the shelter of divine protection and care. There is no
sorrow or grief except from being distant from the Most Holy
Court. Praise be to God, calamities have been lifted.

Since I intend to return quickly, the response to Her Highness,
the Mother, as well as to Khanum, will either be written in
detail, or reported at length in person when I see them. My
heart is not content with such a brief response and I have not
had the opportunity to write in detail.

I hope from divine bounty that under His infinite loving care

and favor all will be happy and protected. Peace be upon you.

LTDT.113x, LTDT.325
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AB11784

AB09060

To: Munirih Khanum

O handmaid of Baha! The matter of Mirza Badi’u’llah has
reached a strange and peculiar stage. The purpose is that you
should inform His Honor Haji in detail about the situation -
that all these recent disturbances concerning the Commission
of Investigation and other matters up until now have stemmed
entirely from Mirza Badi’u’llah, who continuously reported the
activities of Mirza Muhammad-‘Ali and is now showing the
utmost enmity and hatred.

In any case, you should explain all the details to him with
perfect gentleness, pleasantness and kindness. There is no time
to write more. I, praise be to God, am in complete and perfect
health.

LTDT.337

AB11784

To: Murtida Quli Bayk Farani

O servant of the true Beloved! That luminous and Most Glo-
rious Beauty - Jinab-i-Mahmud has offered utmost praise for
that blessed being, that he is zealous, eager and loving. This
news brought spirit and fragrance, for the ultimate desire of
‘Abdu’l-Baha is that souls arise who are detached unto God,
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, and attracted to
God. T hope that day by day you will become closer at the
Threshold of Oneness and increase in detachment, humility
and submissiveness.
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AB09067

AB08933

To: Nush (Bombay)

O wise Nush! Since your good-natured father is kind to you
and well-behaved and beneficent toward your brothers, there-
fore this sinful servant makes supplication for pardon and for-
giveness from the Lord, that He may cleanse and purify him
from the earthly world and grant him passage to the celestial
realm. This intercession with utmost entreaty was solely for
the sake of you and your brothers, that Gushtasb may become
pure in soul and that forgiveness and pardon may encompass
that servant of God. May your soul be happy!
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AB09067

To: Qudsiyyih daughter of Muhammad Karim Attar

O handmaiden of God! How fortunate and blessed in destiny
you are, that you came into existence from the lineage of one
whose heart is alive with eternal life and who is promised fresh
and verdant sustenance in the immortal Kingdom. He is a
censer of the fire of the love of God and a manifestation of the
signs of affection for the loved ones of God.

Since you have come into being from a pure source, God willing,
in this Most Great Cycle you will become a great sign among
the handmaidens of God and a dawning-place of the lights of
attraction to the breathings of God. And upon you and upon
every handmaiden born in the days of God be the Glory.
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ABO08677

ABO08607

To: Rajab Ali Khayyat

O faithful servant of God! Through the bounty of the Most
Glorious Beauty, the treasure of the Kingdom has been pre-
pared for the loved ones. Therefore, giving is the cause of
receiving blessings from the Luminary of the horizons. Thus,
as much as thou canst, assist the friends and aid the loved ones.
“Ye shall never attain unto righteousness unless ye give away
from that which ye love.”

The assistance thou hast rendered to Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Ghaffar is
most beloved, and if it be possible to count it among charitable
deeds, and if not possible, then granting time until ease comes
is most acceptable.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08677

To: Rashid Jamshid

O Jamshid-i-Rashid! His Holiness Jam saw no fidelity in this
twisted world, tasted no sweetness, and attained not his de-
sires. In truth, he saw few pleasant days. At times he was a
wanderer in mountain and desert, bewildered and distracted
in the grip of trials. At other times he was in endless hardship
and difficulty. And in the end, he disappeared beneath the
earth.

Observe how unfaithful this world is! How then can man set
his heart upon it and become attached to it, unless his con-
sciousness becomes unconscious? Otherwise he would become
detached and withdraw to the side.

May your soul be happy!
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AB08614

ABO08738

To: Rustam Farsi

O my Rustam! In truth thou art a Tahmtan [mighty hero] and
an enemy to the life of every Ahriman [evil spirit]. Thou art
divine, luminous and merciful, and the proof of this valor of
thine is thy services rendered in the time of difficulty to Jinab-
i-Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Ghani, upon him be the Most Glorious Glory
of God, and to other friends.

Likewise thy respected wife hath endured much hardship. I
supplicate God that in return for these hardships and difficul-
ties the light of divine favors may shine forth and bounty and
assistance may be vouchsafed.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB08614

To: Rustam son of Hurmuzdyar

O servant of God, peerless Rustam! Always did Zal the cham-
pion of the world pride himself on being a warrior and breaker
of ranks and champion of the realm and uprooter [of enemies],
but what benefit was there in this - no fruit and no trace. But
your kind father broke the army of self and passion and found
his way to the threshold of the Lord God, and now it is hoped
that he will draw forth the sword of the tongue from the scab-
bard of the mouth and through the power of utterance conquer
the realm of hearts. This is power and might and capacity.
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ABO08881

ABO8772

To: Sarhang, Nurullah Khan et al.

O radiant lamp of the love of God! Shed thy splendor upon
the axis of the horizons and cast thy rays upon the hearts of
the people of concord, so that hearts may ever become lamps
of guidance and the lights of reality may shine upon the world
of souls. May the pitch darkness be dispelled and the star of
the Supreme Kingdom shine forth resplendent.

Through the grace of the Ancient Beauty, deem nothing
strange and count nothing remote. Through His favors, the
shell becometh a pearl, stone and rock turn into precious
gems, dust acquireth the glory of the pure soul, and the sand
of the desert is transformed into the ruby of Badakhshan.

And upon thee be glory!
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ABO08881

To: Shaykh Jafar

O thou loved one at the threshold of divine Majesty!

Endeavour to perfume this world of dust with the breezes of
musk and ambergris. Render those countries fragrant with the
breezes of sanctity so that those who yearn for guidance may
sense the sweet breaths of the All Merciful in your presence.

Strive to be quickened with the characteristics and attributes
of the one true God. Be kind and gentle with all the people of

the world and serve and assist everyone with the utmost love.
This is the essence of the characteristics of the people of Baha.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09031

ABO08475

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

It appears that Jinab-i-Haji Muhammad-Baqir’s affairs are in
great disorder and his hardships without end; he has, in truth,
become helpless. If, each month, five tumans from the funds
should arrive, present it to him with the utmost shamefaced-
ness and apology.

His honor Aga Muhammad-Javad Farhad is remembered, in
the sanctified Kingdom of the Desired One, by the tongue of
the Concourse on High.

He is God.

Convey to His Holiness Samandar, that enkindled fire, the
most yearning greeting of the Most Wondrous, the All-Glorious.
Night and day there is no respite from remembering and men-
tioning him.
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AB09031

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)

O Shaykh, upon thee be the Glory of God and His grace and
His generosity and His beneficence. The hope of these yearning
ones at the threshold of the Divine Unity is that that beloved
one may remain protected in the shadow of the preservation
and protection of the Merciful Lord from the arrows of souls
and the affairs of those who are other than God. A letter was
sent through Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-‘Ali for Nuri Bey, and
now since it has become necessary, this second letter is being
sent - deliver it into his own hands and convey to all the loved
ones of God the utmost longing from this servant.
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ABO08957

To: Sister of Siyyid Mahmud

O faithful leaf! dnhe By, (o

> The favors of the Ancient Beauty in this Dispensation towards
the handmaidens of the All-Merciful are great, truly great.
Therefore, choose for yourself whatever you desire from the
bounty of your Lord, the All-Merciful, the Most Compassion-
ate.

I swear by that Luminary of the horizon of sanctity that if
today a soul, whether male or female, arises to kindle the fire
of the love of God in hearts, divine assistance and victory will
surround them from all directions to such an extent that they
themselves will be amazed.

And the Glory be upon you.
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ABO08770

To: Siyavash

O wise Siyavash! You had intended to circumambulate the
Holy Threshold and had donned the pilgrim garment of the
Friend’s sanctuary. This intention will, God willing, be ac-
cepted at the Court of the Divine Unity, and the effects of its
acceptance will become manifest in all things.

This servant, at the threshold of servitude, with the utmost low-
liness, lamentation and supplication, begs for help and bounty
on behalf of that one enkindled with the fire of love.

Assuredly, successive heavenly confirmations will arrive and
invisible, unlimited forces will grant victory. Be confident that
it shall come to pass.
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AB09028

AB09027

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

O Asadu’llah! Several letters from you were received and this
is the second letter being sent to you. You are aware of the
lack of time and opportunity.

Praise be to God that you have been confirmed in teaching.
Today, whoever arises to diffuse the divine fragrances is fervent
in the Cause of God and will undoubtedly be victorious. Now
you are successful.

Send those papers you have obtained from the fruits of the
tree of negation, which are fruitless for themselves, to Cyprus
without your name. Some of the letters that come addressed
to you are being opened.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB09028

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

Your letter arrived, O Jinab-i-Aqga Siyyid Asadu’llah. The
friends have surely written about the details of the great gath-
erings and grand churches. A post also arrived from Iran con-
taining letters addressed to you. Since you had repeatedly
given permission to open them, and I also had some private
letters within, I opened some and am sending them to you. I
have absolutely no time to write. Convey greetings to all, es-
pecially to the host, and express utmost kindness to that very
noble, believing and assured woman.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB08511

ABO08501

To: Siyyid Sadiq (Tihran)

The divine outpourings and heavenly revelations of splendors
are of two kinds. There are those that are by means of images,
manifestations, mirrors, proofs and trusted guidance, for, if
not through the intervention of an intermediary, the Ultimate
Objective is not reached. The other is that which operates
without a mediating vehicle or a proof leading to it. It is
rather a divine attraction and a yearning for a beauty Whose
grandeur hath illumined the whole world and through Whose
splendor the standards of unity have been raised and the signs
of revelation have been established. Glory rest upon him who
recognizeth the allusion concealed in these words.

We implore the All-Bounteous to bestow upon ye, from the
meadows of the Abha Kingdom, a breeze of joy and a breath
of life as He willeth and thou wishest. Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08511

To: wife of Inayatullah Diya

O handmaiden of God, the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting!
Be not grieved. This is the path of God - difficulties will cer-
tainly arise along it, but the end will be good. Be confident
that this is the decree of the Mighty, the All-Knowing. These
storms shall not endure. God willing, the means of comfort
shall again be provided. And whatever befalls one in the path
of God brings comfort to the soul and gladness to the con-
science. Be confident.

2> Convey my special greetings to Amat’ur-Rahman, the content
and well-pleased, the respected mother of Mirza ‘Inayat. I have
not forgotten her. Similarly, I long to see Aqa Mirza ‘Inayat.
Upon you and upon them be greetings.
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AB09033

ABO08637

To: Yusif Vujdani

... Today the solace of Abdul-Baha’s heart is the love, humility
and submissiveness of the friends toward one another. Until
the reality of heartfelt love and the ultimate self-effacement,
evanescence and spiritual attachment is manifested in the
hearts of the friends toward one another, assuredly the great
bounty will not encompass the world...
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AB09033

To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan

O Afnan of the Sacred Tree! Your separation has affected us
and day by day our longing increases. However, one must obey
the command of God and submit to medical opinion. Thus,
thou hast undertaken this journey to comply with His com-
mand and not for the sake of healing, since healing is in the
hand of God, not in the hand of doctors.

In any case, I hope through the bounty of the Ancient Beauty
that after obtaining the doctors’ approval and receiving treat-
ment, you will return in perfect tranquility and joy.

The holy handmaiden, your mother, and the longing hand-
maiden, your sister, and all the members of the household send
their greetings.

COC#1024x, LOG#0960x
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ABO08780

AB11786

To: Milani, Mirza Muhammad brother of Ali Akbar Milani

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant! The
time has come for the dawning of the light of divine teachings
and the manifestation of the merciful bounties. As much as
thou art able, fill thy mouth with pearls and scatter them to
the horizons, so that East and West may receive bounty and
the world of the spirit may become the dawning-place of the
Beloved’s grace.

This spiritual life is a heavenly bestowal and guidance that
gives life to rock and clod and tree - how much more to hu-
manity! And the Glory be upon thee.
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ABO08780

To: Ahmaduf Milani, Haji Ali Muhammad (Son of Haji Ahmad)

O thou who seekest the Beauty of the One Supreme Author-
ity! Hold fast unto the hem of righteousness and cling to the
Sure Handle of the Covenant. Turn thy face towards the Abha
Kingdom and rend asunder all veils and obstacles.

Journey in the land of wonder and of mystery and travel far and
wide within the realms of power in order to behold the proofs
and signs of God. Open thou the eye of true discernment so
as to see for thyself the blazing fire kindled on Sinai, and open
the ear of truth that thou mayest hearken to the call of the
divine Beloved summoning thee from the Supreme Horizon.

And may the glory rest upon thee and upon every servant who
holdeth fast to God’s Covenant and His Ancient Testament.
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AB08541

ABO08518

O handmaiden of God! Your services at the divine Threshold
are clear and evident, and your labors in the realm of the All-
Merciful are manifest like a blazing fire in the darkest nights.
Blessed art thou for having expended thy precious life in service
to the loved ones of God and having endured great hardship
in helping the captives and prisoners.

For service to the loved ones of God is service to the Truth
itself, and hardship for the friends of the All-Merciful is the
essence of bounty.

Thanks be to the Most Great Unity that among the hand-
maidens of the All-Merciful there have appeared leaves who
take pride in serving the servants of God and who count the
hardships of service as rest and blessing.
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ABO08541

O Baga’i! O spiritual one! That which thou hadst composed
was a poem of utmost eloquence and distinction, emerging from
a spiritual throat and flowing from a wondrous creative faculty.
It was the melody of a dove in the garden of the All-Merciful
and the song of a bird in the rosebush of inner meanings.

Now compose an ode describing this servant’s servitude at the
Sacred Threshold, one that embodies all humility, submissive-
ness, contrition, powerlessness and supplication, that my soul
may be gladdened and my nostrils perfumed.

I swear by the face and hair of the Most Glorious Beloved -
may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones - that I am not
delighted or made joyous by any praise or tribute save that of
being the servant of Baha.

And upon thee be glory.
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1 O servant of God! Although the weather is at its most intense
and scorching - that is to say, it is midday and the heat is
burning to the liver - despite this, my heart is overflowing
with the wine of remembrance of the friends, and the intense
heat has absolutely no effect or influence. Consider then how
the love of the friends has encompassed my soul and being!
I swear by the Ancient Beauty - may my spirit be sacrificed
for His loved ones - that I do not rest for a moment from
mentioning the friends and remembering the loved ones, nor do
I find peace for an instant. Through the favors of the Ancient
Beauty, I hope that they too will become similarly attracted
to one another.

2 Aqa Siyyid Mirza, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most
Glorious!
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AB08590

1 O servant of God! His honor Mirza Husayn has sent a letter
from Egypt requesting that this letter be written. Though
this servant is so occupied that finding time was impossible,
nevertheless, purely for his sake and yours, I have undertaken
to write.

2 Let me therefore offer you some counsel, which is this: Be free
from every bond, seek insight in recognizing the signs of the
All-Merciful, and pursue truth. Let no veil prevent you and
no barrier hold you back. Be among those of whom it is said:
“The censure of the censurer shall not hold them back from
God”
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O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Some time ago a col- ks 35K gw ¢ Lo Olgy Wb @l 1
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ABO08700

AB08698

To: Khammar

O Khammar! O how blessed art thou, how blessed art thou,
that on the Promised Day thou didst hasten in the garden of
the Covenant in the company of His Holiness the All-Praised
One, to assist the Cause of the All-Loving Lord! O how blessed
art thou, how blessed art thou!

I swear by the Lord of the invisible and visible realms that
in that moment when that Manifest Light sat upon His two
knees of unity and was engaged in exalting the Word of God
and diffusing the divine fragrances, the dwellers of the Most
Glorious Pavilion thrust forth their heads from the chambers
on high, occupied in uttering “Well done! Well done!” and
“Bravo!”

O how blessed is thy house, how blessed is thy nest! And the
glory be upon thee.
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ABO08700

To: Khiyyat

O tailor! The True Tailor has fashioned and clothed the sym-
metrical form of the horizons with a robe of divine silk and
celestial brocade, whose warp and weft were the effulgences of
the lights of the Covenant, and it appeared upon the temple
of existence with utmost grace.

And now the people of discord strive to strip this divine bro-
cade from the beauteous form of the Cause of God and clothe
it with the tattered garment of doubts.

You who are a joyful tailor, consider carefully this matter -
how negligent and deranged of mind they are! This brocade is
hand-woven by the Ancient Beauty.
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To: Rustam Bahman

O Rustam Bahman! The friends in Bandar Abbas are truly
steadfast and firm, and are knowers of God. Convey to them
the utmost longing and yearning in separation from the servant
of the threshold of the Abha Beauty, Abbas. Every morn and
eve I find no rest, and I beseech at the threshold of the merciful
Lord, seeking for them eternal grace and everlasting success.
Upon them be the Most Glorious Glory of God.

O Lord! Immerse in the ocean of Thy mercy this handmaiden
of Thy threshold, the mother of Rustam and his noble father.
Grant them shelter and refuge in the protection of Thy pardon
and forgiveness, and favor them with Thy special grace in the
proximity of Thy bounties. Thou art the Forgiver, the All-
Merciful, the Compassionate, the All-Bountiful.
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AB08744

O thou pilgrim with musk-scented breath! Cut thyself loose
from attachment to all save God, and like unto a bird of the
Garden of Eternity, spread thy wings and take flight from this
cage of darkness to the most exalted Summit and the Abha
Kingdom, that thou mayest become familiar with the myster-
ies of the Realm of Might and attain awareness and knowledge
of the realities of Divine Lordship. Praise be to God that thou
hast crossed mountains and hills, traversed seas, circumambu-
lated the Point round which circle the Kerubim of the Supreme
Concourse, made the dust of the Holy Threshold a healing col-
lyrium for thine eyes, and perfumed thy face, hair, locks and
entire being with the Sacred and Purified Dust. Render thanks
unto God, praise Him and glorify Him. And upon thee be the
Glory.
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O seeker of the Kingdom! Engage in the study of literary sci-
ences, but let your purpose be to acquire proficiency in writing
and speaking, so that you may arise to proclaim the Call of
the Divine Kingdom. Be the cause of sight to sightless eyes,
hearing to deaf ears, and life to the dead.

All that you strive for in this transient world will ultimately
result in loss upon loss, except loving-kindness, truthfulness,
reconciliation and service in the divine bounty.

If you pursue literary studies with this intention, the result will
be praiseworthy and acceptable; otherwise it will pass fruit-
lessly.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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ABO08800

To: Ali

O ‘Ali, humble and submissive one! Today the eternal glory of
the human world lies not in attributes and qualities of pride.
I have addressed thee as the humble ‘Ali for this reason: the
greatness of you and me and the honor and station of all lies
in servitude and lowliness at His blessed Threshold.

By the light of His oneness I swear that servitude to Him is
lordship over both worlds, and bondage to Him is freedom from
all existence, nay rather it is eternal sovereignty and the crown-
bearing and principles of lordship in the Abha Kingdom.

3 Therefore arise in this servitude, don thy crown at a rakish
angle, stand tall, and place upon thy head the most glorious
diadem adorned with the gems of the Supreme Concourse. And
the Glory be upon thee.
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O thou who hast been sore afflicted on the pathway of the
Covenant! Anguish and torment, when suffered on the pathway
of the Lord, Him of manifest signs, is only favor and grace;
affliction is but mercy, and grief a gift from God. Poison is
sugar on the tongue, and wrath is kindness, nourishing the
soul.

Then praise thou Him, the loving Provider, for having ordained
this dire affliction, which is but bounty unalloyed.

If I, like Abraham, through flames must go,

Or yet like Johnl a bloodstained road must run;

If, Joseph-like, Thou’d cast me in a well, or shut me up within
a prison cell-

Or make me e’en as poor as Mary’s Son—

I will not go from Thee, but ever stand
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O thou who art aflame with the fire of the love of God! This
conflagration, even if its heat is scorching, in reality gives light
to all the world. Indeed, if thou discernest truly thou wouldst
see that this blazing fire is but a rose garden; it is the source
of life-giving waters unto every tested servant.

Consider awhile how these flames vouchsafe immortal life and
adorn the sacred hillside of Mt Sinai. From this ardent burning
the heart’s vale is illumined and the high mountain of the be-
liever’s innermost being is transformed into the most fragrant
mead of beautiful flowers. The Tree of human existence re-
ceives its freshness and verdure from it and the quintessence
of all beings obtain their sweetness and beauty from this fire.

And upon thee be glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO08865

ABO08857

O thou who art longing for the Beauty of the All-Glorious!

Upon thee be the glory of God, His bounty and His grace in all
things. Praise be to God that the lights of loving-kindness are
shining forth and manifest from the most glorious horizon, and
the outpourings of divine mercy are successive and abundant
from the clouds of grace and bounty. The glance of divine favor
encompasses the friends, and the flood of grace is flowing from
right and left.

Therefore, O ye loved ones of the Ancient Beauty, arise in
thanksgiving for this supreme bounty to promote the Cause,
that ye may enter the Abha Kingdom with radiant faces.

And upon thee and upon the people of Baha be the Spirit and
Glory.
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AB08865

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of divine burning! Al-
though in this earthly world the arena is exceedingly confined,
and the knights of the field and the standard-bearers from Our
presence are without means and limited in speech - alas, how
confined is the arena of people’s understanding...

Nevertheless, loose thy tongue and occupy thyself with praise,
glorification and attributes of the Peerless Beauty, that thou
mayest make bodies into souls and bring souls to the Soul,
transform grief into truth, and change black stone into ruby
and coral, and deaf rock into Badakhshan ruby.

For the remembrance of God is the greatest elixir and the
supreme healing remedy, the soul-refreshing wine and the most
luminous world-illumining lamp.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB08962
AB08924
O thou who gazest upon the Most Luminous Horizon! o) e el ol

Every soul in the world of existence hath a focus of attention,
an object of desire, a beloved and an adored one. One loveth
position, another yearneth for a beauty brighter than the moon,
one is wholly attached to wealth, and yet another clingeth to
the hem of the Lord of Glory.

Since thou hast sought relationship at the threshold of the
Friend, become detached from the partners of all else and take
refuge in the court of oneness. Forget every thought and re-
membrance, and become intoxicated and bewildered from the
brimming cup of divine remembrance, that thou mayest find
stability in the essential unity.

And glory be upon thee.
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AB08962

O true friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, dear spiritual one! Aqa Siyyid
Nasir has arrived in the Holy Land and attained the honor of
circumambulating the Sacred Tomb. We are sending him to
you so that by beholding his countenance you may find joy,
delight and gladness. In truth, this son is born of the heart
and soul of that father. I hope that through the favors of the
Most High he will succeed in serving his father.

Rest assured and be happy that you are under divine protection
and preservation. Be glad and grateful, joyous and delighted,
that you are thus near to the threshold of the Blessed Beauty.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09043

AB09035

For two days we have been spending our time in utmost joy
and fragrance with the honored and near handmaiden of God
Mrs. Cooper at Mr. Pole’s home, engaged in mentioning the
Ancient Beauty and speaking of the divine Kingdom with a
gathering of the people of this city. We hope through the
favors of the Blessed Beauty that this pure seed may sprout
forth and through the bounty of the cloud of guidance this
plain and mountain may become verdant and flourishing.

O kind Lord! Grant this household an eternal foundation and
an everlasting establishment and make it blessed. Thou art
the Bestower, the Giver, and the Kind One.
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AB09043

O my loving friend! I read thy letter with the utmost joy. My
heart was most pleased, for its contents were a glorious proof of
love for the Beauty of the One God. Like as the body is revived
and cheered with the gentleness and coolness of the breeze, so
too doth the heart rejoice and entirely vibrate through the
breaths of the love of God.

May my Lord cast His glance of bounty upon thee, surround
thee with the effulgence of His favors and vouchsafe unto thee
abundant portion of the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom,
O thou light of mine eyes, my life, my spirit, my friend, my
companion, my master.

Convey my greetings and glorification to all thy relatives,
household members, children and grandchildren.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09072

AB09044

When Mirza Aga Khan was Prime Minister and held Iran un-
der his control, he wished to trace his lineage to a famous per-
son. One of the inhabitants of the village of Bukh traced his
ancestry to Khwajih Abu-Salt-i-Harvi, who had a maidservant,
and this family of Khwajih are descended from that Khwajih.
The Prime Minister and his people all celebrated that “Praise
be to God, we are descended from Khwajih Abu-Salt,” and
Khwajih Abu-Salt was someone who served Imam Rida, peace
be upon him.

Now consider to whom you are related, appreciate its worth,
and act in a manner befitting this lineage.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09072

O thou who art gladdened by the light of the Covenant! The
seekers of enlightenment have drawn forth the lights of guid-
ance from the realities of the Covenant, and the horizons have
been illumined by that effulgence. The temple of existence
hath been stirred by the breeze that quickeneth dead bones
and refresheth spirits and hearts. Breasts have been dilated
through the outpouring of the Covenant of the Sun of Mani-
festation, and the realities of existence have cried out: “Glory
be unto Him Who hath taken this evident Covenant! Glory
be unto Him Who hath bound this secured Banner! Glory be
unto Him Who hath extended this extended shade!”

Convey my most glorious Abha greetings to the noble descen-
dants, that is, the honored children.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09084

AB09076

O thou who hast drunk from the wine of the Covenant at
dawn, and from whom the lights have shone forth from the
Center of Mysteries, and who hast followed in the footsteps of
the righteous ones, making servants of the free, avoiding the
wicked, seizing the opportunity in these times, and storing up
whatsoever thou desirest of the gifts of thy Lord, the Merciful,
the Compassionate!

2 By thy life! The gates of divine gifts are flung wide open, the
gardens of realities are adorned, the fountains of wonders are
overflowing, the birds are singing, hearts are rejoicing, souls
are soaring, hearts are throbbing, and the call is raised be-
tween earth and heaven: “Hasten to the Most Exalted Hori-
zon! Hasten to the Most Glorious Kingdom! Hasten from the
tribulation of speech to the Kingdom of the unseen heavens!

'77

Glory be to my Most Glorious Lord!
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AB09084

O thou who hast clung to the hem of grandeur! From the in-
tensity of sorrows and pain, the pen hath no power to write,
nor the tongue strength to speak. Of these weak-natured peo-
ple my heart is weary - I long for the Lion of God and Rustam,
the hero of legend! In any case, O longtime friend, this bird of
broken wing and feather hath fallen beneath a hundred thou-
sand claws and beaks, and this divine mountain partridge hath
been caught in the talons of the oppressors. The friends must
be mindful of secret schemes, lest any weakness occur in the
foundation of the Center of the Covenant and souls become
shaken. And the glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm
in the Covenant.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09103

AB09098

This Cause is proclaimed through eloquent, sincere addresses.
We must unloose the tongue, spread the fragrances of God,
diffuse the words of God. We must present to the public the
proofs and evidences of this Cause with a tongue of fire so that
souls may be exhilarated, minds become full of tumult and
acclamation.

With words of love and illumination we must set hearts aglow
with the fire of the love of God, enkindle minds with the power
of the Kingdom. We must explain the teachings orally so that
hearts may become like pure fountains, the invisible inspira-
tions may descend, the bounties of the Holy Spirit may be
revealed, the rays of the Sun of Reality may shine; the breezes
of the Paradise of Abha may waft and the glad tidings of the
Kingdom of Abha may be announced.

SW_ v13#10 p.276x

AB09103

O ye my soldiers of the Kingdom! Be ye valiant and fearless!
Day by day add to your spiritual victories. Be ye not disturbed
by the constant assaults of the enemies. Attack ye like unto the
roaring lions. Have no thought of yourselves, for the invisible
armies of the Kingdom are fighting on your side. Enter ye the
battlefield with the Confirmations of the Holy Spirit.

Know ye of a certainty that the powers of the Kingdom of
Abha are with you. The hosts of the heaven of Truth are with
you. The cool breezes of the Paradise of Abha are wafting over
your heated brows. Not for a moment are ye alone. Not for a
second are ye left to yourselves. The Beauty of Abha is with
you. The Glorious God is with you. The King of Kings is with
you.

COC#1685x, LOG#1935x, SW_ v13#05 p.113
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09107

AB09104

Thou hast inquired regarding the teachings and instructions
of Baha'u’llah. Thou must instruct the people of the world
in the Love of God, that they may eradicate the foundation
of warfare and strife, be attracted by the Glad-tidings of the
Kingdom of Abha, lay the basis of love and amity, raise the
melody of amity, and the oneness of the Kingdom of humanity;
transmute tyranny and persecution into love and faithfulness,
efface the traces of bloodshed and carnage; construct the edifice
of reconciliation, dispel the darkness of estrangement, diffuse
the light of unity; change the poison of animosity into the
honey of sympathetic affection; destroy the religious, national
and social prejudices from the individuals of humanity; live
and act, with and toward each other as though they were from
one race, one country, one religion, and one kind.

SW_ v02#:06 p.005

AB09107

Through the protection and help of the Blessed Perfection -
may my life be a sacrifice to His beloved ones! - you must
conduct and deport yourselves in such a manner that you may
stand out among other souls distinguished by a brilliancy like
unto the sun.

If any one of you enters a city he must become the center of
attraction because of the sincerity, faithfulness, love, honesty,
fidelity, truthfulness and loving kindness of his disposition to-
ward all the inhabitants of the world, that the people of the city
may all cry out: “This person is unquestionably a Baha'i, for
his manners, his behavior, his conduct, his morals, his nature
and his disposition are of the attributes of the Baha’is.”

Until you do attain to this station, you have not fulfilled the
Covenant and the Testament of God.

SW_ v14#08 p.225

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

149


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_2/Issue_6
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_14/Issue_8

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO09115

AB09110

Perchance, God willing, ye may be helped and confirmed to
arise and serve in a befitting and worthy manner, and be as-
sisted to do that which is required; and associate with the
people with sanctity, purity, virtue and holiness, so that ev-
ery one who is near may inhale the fragrance of the delectable
Paradise, every intimate one may behold the traits of the most
wonderful creation, and all people testify that the Baha’is are
the shining lamps of the regions and the rays of the dawning-
place of effulgence; recognizing a Baha’i through the quality
and not the name, knowing him through the amiable nature
and not the physical body.

Should we become as such, the manifest light will shine in
our brow. Otherwise, woe unto us, for that which we have
neglected as duties enjoined upon us by God!

BSC.495 #956

ABO09115

Victory is of two kinds: material and spiritual. Material vic-
tory is not so important but spiritual victory is conducive to
the life of the world of humanity.

The victory of God is the guidance of the people, servitude
at the Threshold of the Almighty and wholehearted devotion
to the advancement of the cause of the oneness of the human
world.

Therefore, O thou my friend and helper! Be thou a warrior in
this battlefield and the lion in this forest of knowledge and with
hand and tongue achieve victory for the Cause of the Merciful.

DAS.1914-10-26x
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09121

AB09118

The beloved of God must be the cause of spreading the Heav-
enly Love. They must impart spiritual concord; deal with all
men in the utmost sincerity and kindness in accord with the
commands and exhortations of the Merciful One. And they
must treat all with benevolence. They must render devoted ser-
vice to the friends, wish prosperity for enemies, show kindness
to the bad tempered, and be affectionate toward the unjust.

They must become a salutary water to thirsty ones, a swift
healing to sick persons, a remedy to the ailing; comfort the
minds of those afflicted with calamities; become the light of
guidance to the erring, an affectionate guide to the wandering,
a seeing eye to the blind, a hearing ear to the deaf, an eternal
life to the dead, and an everlasting joy to the dispirited.

BSC.438 #795

AB09121

Thou hast written coucerning the meetings and gathering-
places of the believers of God. Such assemblies and gatherings
will greatly aid the promotion of the Word and all the audi-
ence, whether friends or not, will become affected. But when
the friends have the intention of entering into these meetings
they must disengage the heart from all other reflections, ask
the Inexhaustible Divine Confirmation, and with the utmost
devotion and humility set their feet in the gathering-place.
Let them not introduce any topic in the meeting except the
mentioning of the True One, neither must they confuse that
merciful assembly with complex outside questions. They must
either teach or open their tongue in propounding arguments,
either commune or supplicate and pray to God, either read
Tablets or give out advices and exhortations.

SW_ v02#:06 p.005
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABU2452

AB12625

O thou who art assured by the signs of God! Praise be to the
Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting One, that through the light of
guidance which shone forth from the Supreme Kingdom at the
Divine Lote-Tree, thou wert guided, and through the aid and
bounty of His Most Holy Unity, thou didst enter beneath the
shade of the Word of the All-Merciful, and didst drink from
the fountain of life, and didst strive in the path of salvation.

2 Now, through a divine strength and heavenly power, show
forth such courage and valor beneath the standard of God’s
Covenant and the banner of His Testament that the hosts of
doubts of the people of veils may vanish in the west of noth-
ingness, for the Sun of God’s Covenant is at the zenith of its
heat, power and effulgence.
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ABU2452

In this journey, through divine assistance and grace, you must
perform miracles and your speech must be supremely spiritual.
Say that the Blessed Beauty established this Covenant so that
all would be oriented toward a single point. If it were not so,
by now a thousand sects would have formed among the Baha’is.

We have nothing against anyone - we want to preserve the
mighty fortress of the Cause of God. You see how many sects
and religions appeared after Christ. Now the Blessed Beauty
has designated one point so that no differences would remain.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABU2539

ABU2520

Since that date consider how conditions have changed, and
how every one of those who oppressed this party of exiles and
endeavoured with might and main to suppress the spread of
this light has become lost in the abyss of despair and oblivion.

They are gone and we are still here, whereas, from the stand-
point of the world and human reason, it should have been
reversed. Everybody imagined that under the existing circum-
stances all this would end shortly and naught would be left of
the Bahais. Is not this an evidence of divine protection and
providence? We have longed for death in the path of God;
we have been ready to welcome the cup of sacrifice and were
thirsty for the chalice of martyrdom. The Lord willed that we
stay and serve Him.

SW_ vO8#13 p.173

ABU2539

You must not injure yourselves or commit suicide... It is not
permissible to do to yourselves what Mirza Hassan Afnan did
to himself.

Should anyone at any time encounter hard and perplexing
times, he must say to himself, “This will soon pass.” Then
he will be calm and quiet. In all my calamity and difficulties
I used to say to myself, “This will pass away.” Then I became
patient.

If anyone cannot be patient and cannot endure, and if he wishes
to become a martyr, then let him arise in service to the Cause
of God. It will be better for him if he attains to martyrdom
in this path. Arise ye in service to the Cause of God as the
Apostles arose after the departure of Christ.

SW_ v124#18 p.280-281
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09695

AB09622

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Akka

My sister and beloved of my soul!

Here on the slopes of Mount Carmel, by the cave of Elijah, we
are thinking of that Most Exalted Leaf, and the beloved and
handmaids of the Lord.

We pass our days in writing and our nights now in commu-
nion with God, now in bed to overcome failing health. And
although, to outward seeming, we are absent from you all, and
far away, still our thoughts are with you always. I can never,
never forget thee. However great the distance that separates
us, we still feel as though we were seated under the same roof,
in one and the same gathering, for are we not all under the
shadow of the Tabernacle of God and beneath the canopy of
His infinite grace and mercy?...

BHK  2412x
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AB09695

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Haifa

O my spiritual sister! Thou didst go away to Haifa, supposedly
for only three or four days. Now it becometh apparent that
the spiritual power of the Shrine hath brought thee joy and
radiance, and even as a magnet is holding thee fast. Thou
surely wouldst remember us as well.

Truly the spiritual quality of the holy place, its fresh skies and
delicate air, its crystal waters and sweet plains and charming
seascape, and the holy breathings from the Kingdom all do
mingle in that Sacred Fold. Thou art right to linger there...

Kiss the light of the eyes of the company of spiritual souls,
Shoghi Effendi...

BHK  2414x
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AB09201

AB09418

To: Muhammad Husayn Khan, in Abadih

O seeker after righteous deeds that endure!

> Children and grandchildren who, being of noble lineage, are
aided by goodly character - that is to say, who are illumined
by the effulgences of the Luminary of the horizons - are to
be counted among righteous deeds that endure. Otherwise,
they are detested, subject to wrath, rejected, and the father is
addressed with the words “he is not of thy family; his work is
unrighteous.”

We hope that through God’s grace such children may be vouch-
safed unto you - otherwise, no. Thou art accepted at the thresh-
old of the Ancient Beauty - what grief hast thou for children?
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AB09201

To: Muhammad Sadiq Salmani, in Abadih

O thou servant of God! Jinab-i-Qabil hath beseeched and
hoped that a glance of loving-kindness might be cast upon
that perfect friend.

It is evident that ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the servant of the servants
of Baha. His very being is in a state of prostration. No path
is there for proof.

Know thou this: that in truth and essence, in identity and
attributes, in capacity and desert, I am the servant of the ser-
vants of the Blessed Beauty. No exposition is needed.
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AB09691

AB12637

To: Afnan, Siyyid Aqa son of Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din, in Abadih

O branch of the Blessed Tree! In truth, concerning the postal
services, thou hast rendered a notable service at the Sacred
Threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty.

Praise be to God, thou art assisted and confirmed, victorious
and triumphant. Victory and triumph lie in steadfastness in
the Cause of God.

Thanks be to God that thou art walking the straight path, art
devoted and established in servitude at the Threshold, and art
intimate and close with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servitude to the Most
Glorious Beauty.
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AB09691

To: Munirih Khanum, in Akka

O handmaid of God who is under My protection! All that was
written hath become known and been understood. Praised be
God, through the bounty and grace of the Beloved of the world,
physical wellness is attained in every respect. The weather in
Haifa is not bad and there is no trouble except that the Mufti
is bothersome. However, he is leaving today or tomorrow.

On behalf of this Servant, make the dust beneath the Blessed
Feet the kohl of the true sight.

Convey My utmost eagerness to Her Highness, the Mother, and

Her Highness, the Sister, and write in detail about the children.

LTDT.326x
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AB09347

AB09180

To: Rugiyyih Sultan Yazdi, in Alexandria

O thou handmaiden of God who hast attained unto certitude!
Turn thy face towards the Ancient Beauty and recall the boun-
ties and loving providence of the Most Great Name. Strive to
the utmost of thine ability to offer up thy life for the love of
the Merciful Beloved. In this day service at the sacred Thresh-
old of the Blessed Beauty and steadfastness in the Cause of
His love is the real sacrifice of the self. God willing thou shalt
attain this service through all its grades and conditions.
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AB09347

To: Aga Ali Zari, in Anar

O divine husbandman! If thou art able, sow a seed in this
divine field, that thou mayest be confirmed by the blessed verse
which declareth: “As a grain of corn that groweth seven ears,
and in each ear a hundred grains, for God giveth manifold
increase unto whomsoever He willeth.”

The cultivation and tillage of minds and understanding will
not flourish or yield fruit except through the bounties of the
Abha Kingdom, for the power of existence dependeth upon the
aid of the Desired One. Every steadfast one becometh firmly
rooted, and every steadfast one receiveth a great bounty.

3 Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09469

To: Mashhadi Muhammad Ali Tabrizi, in Ardibil

O thou who art mindful of the mention of the Most Merciful! o S Ses (ol

> Praise God that thou hast entered beneath the shade of the

divine Tree, and arrived upon the shore of the sea of eternity,
and drunk from the living fountain of life, and been nourished
by the fruit of the furthermost Tree, and inhaled the holy fra-
grances from the gardens of certitude, and through the Word
of God been set ablaze in the kindled fire of the All-Merciful.
Show forth thy gratitude for this most great favor.

3 And upon thee be the Glory.
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AB09237

To: Ali Asghar (Gurgan), in Astrabad

O servant of the Truth! Cast aside the veil, rend thy garment,
take up the cup of guidance, and in the love of Baha become
intoxicated with wine. Chant songs of joy, strike up a melody,
raise a resounding strain. Cry out “Ya Baha’u’l-Abhal!” that
thou mayest move the people of the pavilions of holiness to ec-
stasy and delight, and engage and familiarize the Concourse on
High with the praise of thine own steadfastness and constancy.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.

ADMS#283
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AB09612

AB09501

To: Inayatullah Vakil, in Baghdad

He is the Truth! O manifestation of the bounty of the Most
Glorious Beauty! How blessed is that family, all of whose
members are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and Testa-
ment, who have entered beneath the shade of the Beloved of
all horizons, who are intimate with the remembrance of the
Ancient Beauty, and who strive day and night to strengthen
hearts. Give thanks that you have become the manifestation
of such favors and the dawning-place of such attributes, and
through the generosity of the Creator of existence it is hoped
that at all times you will strive to preserve the conditions of
the All-Loving Lord.
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AB09612

To: Baha’is of Baku

O dear friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! A message hath been sent
verbally with Aqa Mirza ‘Ali-Akbar-i-Nakhjavani in a partic-
ular regard, which since it is involved, this pen hath not the
opportunity to set it all down in writing. In question is the
matter of confining the teaching work to Muslims. Ye should
by all means treat this matter as important, and conduct your-
selves accordingly, inasmuch as there is an all-embracing wis-
dom in such a course. Otherwise, those territories will become
intractable—mnay, more inimical than Iran. Ye must act with
extreme caution: This is necessary and essential.

2 The Glory of Glories rest upon you.

BRL__ATE#025, MAAN#11
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AB09202

AB09516

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Baku

O herald of the Covenant and Hand of the Cause of God!

2 Your letter from Merv was noted and brought the utmost joy.
The building plan is most acceptable and desirable - let them
build it accordingly. Your honor should temporarily proceed
to Tehran due to the matter of the purchased land, as someone
has claimed it was a conditional sale. Some of the prominent
figures and trustees are seeking information and clarification
- you should meet with them as well since this work can be
accomplished through you. After completing these matters,
you will return to Baku.
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AB09202

To: Ghulam-Ali Tajir Khurasani Yazdi, in Bandar Abbas

1 O servant of God! Be thou happy, for the cloud of mercy hath
bestowed eternal bounties upon the gardens of the heart and
soul.

2 The garden of the heart hath become verdant and flourishing
through the sprinkling drops of grace, attaining infinite fresh-
ness and delicacy, and hath been adorned with the flowers of
divine realities and meanings.

3 It is hoped from the bounty of the King of existence that in
every moment a dewdrop from the cloud of bestowal may fall
upon the tree of being, that it may attain everlasting and eter-
nal freshness and vitality.

4 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09271

AB09438

To: Students in Beirut

O true children of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! It is the eve of Naw-Ruz.
The light of glad-tidings is ablaze. Joy and happiness have
increased. But since the friends are absent and heart and soul
yearn and long to behold their faces, it holds no sweetness and
no grace appears. Yet there is hope in the abundant favor of
the All-Forgiving Lord that in the future what was missed will
be made good and abundant joy will be attained. In these
days, hardship upon the friends is endless. This too shall pass.
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AB09271

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi, in Beirut

O steadfast servant of the Ancient Beauty! Anton Haddad
will arrive in Beirut with one of the handmaidens of the All-
Merciful. Tell Anton Effendi that the utmost wisdom is neces-
sary, for government spies are secretly very vigilant. Therefore
they must stay at the Prussian hotel in the Prussian quarter of
Haifa, and come to ‘Akka in the morning as tourists, returning
in the afternoon. Any other arrangement would be contrary to
wisdom. Even this arrangement stems from an overwhelming
love of heart - come what may!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09152

AB09420

To: Abdur-Rahman Chashti, in Bombay

The light of guidance hath shone forth from the supreme hori-
zon, and the star of eternal glory hath risen from the dawning-
place of possibility. It is strange that India, despite its capacity,
hath not yet been illumined by this effulgence. The work hath
been delayed, but it is certain that this sanctified light shall,
even as it hath shone with utmost brilliance in America, cast
its radiance upon India through the power of the All-Merciful.

Therefore, you must strive to outstrip all others, that you may
be numbered among “those who have preceded, who have pre-
ceded - these are they who are brought nigh.
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AB09152

To: Ardishir (Pilgrim Bombay)

O Ardeshir, conqueror of the world! Praise be to God that thou
hast attained the Most Great Spiritual Throne, circumambu-
lated the holy dust, laid thy head upon the sacred threshold,
sought forgiveness and beseeched assistance and bounty.

I hope that thy prayer will be answered and thou wilt attain
thy heart’s utmost desire.

When thou didst return to that land, We wrote a letter to the
friends. Now this letter is written especially for thee, that thou
mayest know that thou art not and shalt never be forgotten.

May thy soul be happy!
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AB09563

AB09561

To: Biman Bahram, in Bombay

O respected companion! Remain firm in the Covenant and
be steadfast and unwavering. Remember the friends and be
a companion to the loved ones. Console the helpless and be
kind to the distressed. Be a healing balm to every wound and
the greatest remedy for every ailment. Seek fellowship and
oneness, and forget estrangement and alienation.

The human world requires fellowship, and what befits human-
ity is forgiveness and love. These are the attributes of the pure
ones and the qualities of the free.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09563

To: Rustam Surush Farsi Maryamabadi, in Bombay

O namesake of Tahmuton! Rustam the mighty displayed the
roar of lions in the arena and tested his strength against live
elephants. You too must don a helmet of divine assistance and
put on armor of heavenly protection. Draw forth the sword
of the tongue and enter the arena of knowledge, engaging in
combat with all the peoples of the world, that you may witness
divine power and behold the might of the heavenly arm.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB09322

AB09446

To: Wife of Mulla Khusraw Bahram, in Bombay

O handmaid of Baha! Praise be to God that thou wert blessed
to attain the honor of being hosted at the Holy Shrine on Naw-
Ruz.

All the divine friends gathered at the blessed Threshold and
engaged in praising and glorifying the Lord of creation. They
rejoiced and made merry, and drank cups of pure tea, and
supplicated for confirmations on thy behalf.

This is through the grace of the Sovereign of creation. Give
thanks unto God that thou hast been blessed with this bounty.
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AB09322

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Bukhara

O thou spiritual youth! Aley Ol

Thou art ever remembered and never forgotten. I beseech from
the divine Threshold infinite bounties for thee, and seek from
the horizon of oneness the dawning of the light of bestowal, that
the clouds of mercy may pour down their rain, and the breeze
of providence may waft, and the Sun of Truth may shine forth,
and the field of heart and soul may attain boundless freshness
and delicacy.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09614

AB11414

To: Abbas Ali Bunabi

The effulgence of God’s splendrous mercy hath enveloped the
peoples and kindreds of the earth, and the whole world is
bathed in its shining glory... The day will soon come when
the light of Divine unity will have so permeated the East and
the West that no man dare any longer ignore it.
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AB09494

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Illahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of Sinai! Thou art never
forgotten or absent from my thoughts, for thou hast a dwelling
place in the inner chamber of my heart. I swear by the Life
of the Beloved that when I circumambulate around the point
of attraction of the hearts of the denizens of the Kingdom, I
immediately call thee to mind, and while watering the garden
at the center of infinite circles, I carry a pitcher on my shoulder
and give water on thy behalf.

Consider what a manifestation of grace and what a dawning-
place of light thou art! And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB09614

To: Baha’is of Bushruyih, in Bushruyyih

...0 my God, my God! These are the servants at Thy Sacred
and Radiant Threshold, and the attendants in Thy Holy Court
among all peoples, who speak Thy praise and gaze toward
Thy horizon, who chant Thy verses and promote Thy Faith,
who guide Thy creation and protect Thy Law, who guard Thy
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AB09196

Mighty Fortress and are soldiers of Thy Great Strongholds
through Thy confirmation, O Lord of the Worlds! Lord! Lord!
Strengthen them through Thy divine power and Thy merciful
gift and Thy radiant angels and Thy mystic inspirations and
Thy celestial outpourings. Verily Thou art the Generous, verily
Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Merciful, and verily Thou
art the Bestower, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise.
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AB09581

To: Mardiyyih, in Bushruyyih

O assured leaf! Your mention is remembered, known and cel-
ebrated at the Sacred Threshold, and your praise is on the
tongues and lips of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. Be
grateful and delighted for the infinite bounty that such a favor
has been shown to you, that you are remembered at such a
Threshold and known at such a Court. I swear by the Edu-
cator of existence that the [maidens| of the eternal Paradise
yearn for such grace and bounty. And the glory rest upon you
and upon all who hold fast to the Sure Handle.
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AB09196

To: Ghulam-Husayn Bavanati, in Dahaj

O servant of the Most Great Name! Although occupations
pour down like winter rain, despite this the joy of the friends
is ever before me and the love of the loved ones is abundant.

How sweet is the moment when I am intimate with the
thoughts of those who are attracted to the countenance of the
Most Glorious Beauty, and how blessed is the breath when
the musk-laden fragrance from the rose-garden of the Abha
Kingdom reaches the nostrils of every steadfast one.
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AB09384

In every moment, praise and glorify the traceless Lord God,
that thou hast been confirmed with such bounty and success.

4 And upon thee be the Glory!
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ABU3716

Words spoken in the pilgrim house in Haifa

One will find it most strange when he reflects on where this
Cause once was and where it has now reached. Consider the
cities of Shiraz and Tehran, and then how far away from them
are Baghdad and Rumelia, or Haifa and ‘Akka! These occur-
rences transpired solely through the fulfilment of those prophe-
cies that are recorded in the Holy Scriptures of the Prophets.

The plan of God is a wondrous thing. Over the course of many
long years, He has taken this Cause here and there, and drawn
it in the end to such a spot as this, all to fulfil the prophecies
of ages past. It is inevitable that God will clearly manifest the
highway He has predicted through His Prophets; He will not
allow a single word of those prophecies to go unrealized.
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AB09384

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Haifa

O companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! For some time now you have
been blessed to be in the vicinity of the Holy Threshold and
honored to kiss the Sacred Portal, while ‘Abdu’l-Baha is de-
prived and bereft. As Hafiz of Shiraz has said: “The heart’s
blood and the cup of wine - each was given to someone.”

I have heard that you have experienced some illness. I hope
that by now it has passed, and that you are drawn to and
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AB09404

gladdened by pure, genuine servitude without interpretation
at the Threshold of Baha.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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ABO09679

To: Shoghi Effendi, in Haifa

O Shoghi, this dream of yours is very good. Rest assured
that attaining the presence of His Holiness the Exalted One
(may my spirit be sacrificed for Him) is evidence of receiving
bounties from the Supreme Lord and attaining the greatest gift
and most mighty favor. Likewise for the rest of the dream.

I hope that you will become the manifestation of the favors of
the Blessed Beauty and day by day increase in faith, certitude
and knowledge. At night engage in devotion, supplication and
prayer, and by day carry out whatever is necessary.
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AB09404

To: Aga Mihdi Rafia Arjumand, in Hamadan

O descendent of the Friend! Today is the day of purity and
detachment, and the time to act according to the counsels of
the Divine Prophets.

As much as thou canst, bring the sheep of Israel beneath the
shade of the heavenly Shepherd’s providence, so that, having
become a flock and herd in the meadow of ancient glory, they
may graze upon the verdant grass of heavenly bounty, which
is the celestial food, and drink from the spring of grace.
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AB09604

And when they are freed from dispersion, gathered together
and assembled, then will heavenly bounties unveil their coun-
tenance and the bestowals of the Lord of Hosts be attained.
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AB09198

To: Hashim Qalami, in Isfahan

O servant of God! Due to the multitude of occupations, I have
absolutely no time. A few days ago a letter was sent addressed
to the consort of the Divine Messenger. You had inquired
about the construction of the tomb of that trusted messenger.
When you arrive in Shiraz, consult with the respected divine
friends. Whatever manner the loved ones of God deem advis-
able, construct it accordingly, and this servant will later send
the construction expenses. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

According to a previous letter, they have already repaired the
pure tomb of that divine messenger in Shiraz.
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AB09604

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Vaiz, in Isfahan

O kind friend! It is near sunset, and the lights of divine bounty
are dawning and shining forth from the horizon of the unseen.
‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart is occupied with your remembrance and
His pen is engaged in your mention.

You are in Isfahan while I am in prison - God forbid! Rather,
I am in the highest chambers of the pavilion of the Garden of
Ridvan. This is the zenith of the moon, not the bottom of the
pit; this is paradise, not hell; this is pleasure, not folly. Praise
be to God for this!
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Remain beneath the protection of God and strive to diffuse the
divine fragrances.
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AB09674

To: Mirza Muhammad Ali (Pagalih), in Isfahan

...if someone shows humility for God’s sake toward the friends
of God, this humility in truth returns to God, as it stems
from his faith in God. In this case, if the other person does
not reciprocate in like manner or displays pride, the insightful
person has attained and will attain to the exaltation of his own
deed and its reward, while the harmful effect of the opposing
person’s action returns to himself. Likewise, if someone shows
pride, that pride returns to God - we seek refuge in God from
this, O people of understanding!...
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AB09545
To: Muhammad Hasan Nizamul-Ulama, in Isfahan
O thou organizer of spiritual souls! Okiloy) pllss (o

The Divine Law and Organization of the Merciful One is in
truth this Sacred and Beneficent Dispensation, and this Man-
ifest and clear Path. For the true Order and Law are those
inherent properties and necessary conditions in the realities of
things, and the essence of existing realities needs these rela-
tions.

If thou canst promote this order and organization and this
heavenly Law so that thou mayest truly become organizer of
the spiritual souls and the arranger of the pearls of the mercy
of the All-Merciful One.
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And upon thee be the greetings and praise.
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AB09706

To: Sayfullah Khan, in Isfahan

O thou who art stirred by the breaths of God!

When the light of His Essence shone forth from the lamp of
oneness, both the horizons and the souls were illumined, and
the darksome dust became the dawning-place of the signs of
the All-Merciful. “We will surely show them Our signs in the
horizons and within themselves until it becomes clear to them
that it is the truth.” Despite these manifest signs, eyes were
deprived of beholding and vision was prevented from witness-
ing.

And when He ascended to the horizon of glory, the violation of
the Covenant became notorious throughout all regions. How
evil is this blameworthy condition!
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AB09596

To: wife of Inayatullah Diya, in Isfahan

O illumined leaf! Your name is Light, and God willing, your
face and character will be the light of God - that is to say, from
your countenance will shine forth the light of guidance and
from your nature and character will be diffused the fragrance
of loving-kindness.

2 May you be reared beneath the shade of the Word of Unity
and the Tree of Oneness, and become so attracted to the holy
fragrances that you will bring all the handmaidens of God into
a state of enthusiasm and joy.
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AB09150

To: Muhammad Ibrahim (Akhavan Safa) et al., in Ishqabad

O faithful brothers! Praise ye the Lord Most High, that ye & 1,18 O i 48 A i Ol (o
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AB12647

To: Ustad Muhammad Hasan Kaffash Fadai (Zanjan), in Ishqabad

O thou who art illumined by the light of faith! olel 5 5 Lanttus sl

Through the grace of the Ancient Beauty that most noble fam-  aze O 21 Olasys o i Ja i 5l
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AB09565

AB11990

To: Hajar Khatun Vakil (Alexandretta), in Iskenderun

O maidservant of God who has attained to serving your Lord!
Your letter was received. The delay in reply was due to lack of
time.

Regarding the marriage of the servant of the Threshold, Aqga In-
ayatu’llah, to the maidservant of God, the daughter of the late
Aqga Habibu’llah, which you had written about - it is blessed,
God willing.

Convey loving greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Abdul-Wahhab,
and most glorious greetings to the assured maidservant of God,
Izzat. Similarly, express utmost kindness on my behalf to
Jinab-i-Muhsin.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09565

To: Daughters of Mahmud, in Kaf

O ye suppliant leaves! At the dawn of creation and in the
twilight of invention, a divine light shone forth with such bril-
liance that its radiance spread throughout all regions. But alas,
a hundred times alas, that the blind did not see it, and a thou-
sand regrets that the veiled ones did not behold it. Therefore,
beseech ye God that ye may witness with your own eyes, so
that ye may be counted among those of whom He saith: “He
inclined his ear, and he was an attentive witness.”
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AB09459

AB09170

To: Sanam Sultan wife of Mahmud, in Kaf

O handmaiden of God! On the Day of Splendor, certain hand-
maidens became attracted to the lights of the Orb of the hori-
zons, and in response to “Am I not your Lord?” their cry of
“Yea!” reached the seven spheres. They experienced joy and
ecstasy and attained to enthusiasm and rapture.

If you wish to take up residence in the pavilion of grace, become
ignited with the kindled fire in the Tree of the Covenant, that
you may become a mine of yearning and a wellspring of joy
and longing.
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AB09459

To: Jahan wife of Yahuda (Mithagiyyih), in Kashan

O dear handmaiden of God! If your relatives have turned away
from you, praise be to God, you are the manifestation of the
favors of the Lord. And if they reproach and blame you, you
are the manifestation of the praise of the Supreme Concourse

and accepted at the threshold of His Holiness the Most Great.

Therefore be happy and joyful, for they have caused you to
become closer day by day and to find a greater and abundant
reward. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09435

To: Ghulam-Husayn, in Khurasan

O Ghulam-Husayn! I found no title more noble than this by
which to address thee. Therefore, arise to fulfill the require-
ments of this title, for this title indicates servitude and thrall-
dom to the Most Great Name. A name must have its corre-
sponding reality, and a title must have its befitting station.
This servant was not successful in fulfilling the requirements
of his own name, but God willing, thou shalt be successful
and confirmed therein. And the Glory be upon thee and upon
all who arise to fulfill what the meaning of their noble name
requires.
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AB09698

To: Haji Muhammad Najjar, in Khurasan

O thou who followest Noah the Carpenter! O carpenter! Thou
art of the same craft and profession as His Holiness Noah. He
built the ark of salvation and played the game of service at
the Sacred Threshold. He protected a company of souls from

the Most Great Flood and preserved them from destruction.

Thou too must engage in service to the Ark of the Covenant,
that thou mayest become the cause of salvation to all regions
and attain, beneath the shelter of the effulgent light, to the
greatest gifts of the Lord of the Day of Meeting.

2 And upon thee be glory!
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AB09272

To: Mirza Abdu’llah Nuri, in Kirman

...O Lord! Grant this helpless servant shelter in Thy mighty
stronghold and dwelling in Thy lofty refuge. Light a brilliant
lamp in his heart and cause a spring of pure water to flow from
his breast. Open wide before his face the gates of bounty and
inspire his heart with the mysteries of the unseen. Thou art the
Helper, Thou art the Supporter, Thou art the Protector, Thou
art the Succourer. When we turn to Thee we are freed from
all things. When we are firm and steadfast in Thy Covenant
and Faith, we shun all else but Thee. O Lord! Have mercy
and grant steadfastness.
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AB09336

To: Kalimi, Khudabakhsh father of Habib Muayyid, in Kirmanshah

O Khudabakhsh! Observe the bounty of God, that ‘Abdu’l-
Baha, in the Most Great Prison, facing the temple of the people
of Christ, is occupied with thy remembrance.

They cry out “O Jesus Christ!” while I write to thee, O Jew-
ish Khudabakhsh. They derive no benefit, for they know not
Christ and, imitating their forebears and ancestors, raise a life-
less cry and worship their own vain imaginings.

But I, O Khudabakhsh, speak with heart and soul, and by God
I have love for thee and am occupied with thy remembrance.
This is what produces an effect.
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AB09528

AB09652

To: Siyyid Muhammad Tabib, in Manshad

...0 my God, my God! This is a servant who hath forsaken
self and desire, who hath been set ablaze with the fire of Thy
love burning within his breast and vitals, who hath detached
himself from all else save Thee, who hath submitted to Thy
sovereignty and hath grown humble before Thy majesty, who
hath become mindful through Thy remembrance and whose
breast hath been dilated through the verses of Thy unity. O
Lord, O Lord! Ordain for him every good that Thou hast
ordained for Thy loved ones, strengthen his loins for Thy ser-
vice, make his affairs easy through Thy bounty and mercy, and
make him a sign of Thy unity amongst Thy creation, speaking
Thy praise, bowing before Thy threshold, relying upon Thee,
and clinging to the hem of Thy grandeur. Verily, Thou art
the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful, the Almighty, the All-
Bestowing.
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AB09528

To: Hidayatullah Bushrui, in Mashhad

O thou who art guided by the light of guidance!

The luminous flame of guidance was ignited in the Sinai of
manifestation and its heat reached all regions. Now that di-
vine flame from the invisible Kingdom of the Most Glorious
Concourse sheds its radiance upon all horizons. Strive that
thou mayest be enkindled by its effulgence and attain the ut-
most attraction through its revelation.

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to
the brothers Jinab-i-Rahmatu’llah and Jinab-i-‘Abdu’l-Vahid.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09508

ABO09175

To: Mardiyyih wife of Mir Muhammad Bayk, in Mashhad

O handmaiden of God! Thou art a manifestation of divine
gifts and the object of heavenly favors. In gratitude for God’s
bestowals, arise to serve at the threshold of His oneness, that
thou mayest become a cherished maidservant and, like a brim-
ming cup, be filled to overflowing with the wine of the love of

God.

Become a sign of remembrance, and occupy thyself night and
day with humble devotions and supplications. Show forth utter
neediness and helplessness, and become an intimate companion
in prayer.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09508
To: Mugtadirus-Sultan, in Mazandaran
O thou strong one! Skae (gl

The proof of true strength is to manifest humility, meekness,
and lowliness at the Threshold of the One True God. The
servitude of the righteous ones is the essence of sovereignty and
power otherwise all strength is utter weakness and all power is
naught but complete impotence.

Thou shouldst strive to abide and persevere in the station of
supplication, prayer, entreaty, and utter weakness and tearfully
beseech Him, perchance the beaming light of strength radiating
from the Sun of Truth may reflect forth from the mirror of thy
heart.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09316
AB09499

To: Mulla Rida, in Najafabad

O thou upon whom tragedy hath befallen! oDt (5!

> Calamities and afflictions before the loss of the King of the seen
and the unseen had an impact, but now after the ascension of
that Sovereign of existence they have no effect or influence.
Therefore, ye must hold fast to the hem of patience and long-
suffering, and in times of misfortune be patient and thankful.

3 In truth, those children are not lost, but rather hidden. For
every thing hidden away there is another state of presence, and
for every thing folded up there is another place of unfolding.
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AB09316

To: Jalal Great grandson of Mirza Jalal, in Nayriz

O Jalal! God willing, thou art the manifestation of the sign of
perfection.

Thy distinguished grandfather, Mirza Jalal, was illumined by
the lights of the Beauty of God. Praise be to God that until his
last breath he was intimate with the mention of the Beloved
of the horizons and was firm and steadfast in the Cause. In
truth, he was the brilliant lamp of that family and now shineth
in the niche of the supreme realm.

3 Be thou thankful that thou art of his lineage and his namesake.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09618

AB09235

To: Mulla Husayn son of Zaynel the martyr, in Nayriz

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! Though thou art His ser-
vant, yet art thou the master of the world, for thou art the
devoted bondsman of the Abha Beauty, the King of Kings.
That is, thou dost exercise sovereignty in the inner world and
rulest over the realm of meanings. Thou art seated upon the
throne of glory and grandeur, and dwellest in the lofty palaces
of sovereignty. Therefore, arise thou, even as this servant, to
servitude at His Holy Threshold, for this is the greatest gift in
all existence. And upon thee be glory.

Convey my most glorious and wondrous greetings to his noble
descendant.
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AB09618

To: Charlotte Segler, in New York

O divine sign!

Verily the lights have shone forth, and the glad-tidings have
appeared, and the signs have been fulfilled, [and the Lord of
Verses - His traces have appeared]| and His lights have blazed
forth, and His morn has dawned, and His breeze has wafted,
and His spirit has been made manifest, and the sincere ones
have drawn near, and the believers have attained, and those
who have turned to God have been transported with joy, and
the chosen ones have been attracted, while many who were
called have fled.

And you - therefore give thanks to God for having chosen you
for His love and caused you to hear His call and clothed you
with the garments of His guidance.

And upon you be glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09358

AB09658

To: Grace Krug, in New York

O Creator! I am the maidservant of Thy Threshold and I am
weak and powerless. Thou art the Helper and Friend of the
Helpless.

O Thou Compassionate Beloved One! Enkindle thou a fire
in my soul and heart and consume the veil of superstitions.
Illumine my eyes by beholding Thy Beauty and make my soul
and conscience the envy of the Rose Garden and flowerbeds.
Make me free from every fetter. Confer boundless favors upon
me; so that I see naught but thee, seek naught save the ways
of Thy Love and speak naught save Thy Beloved Mystery.

Thou art the Seeing, the Forgiving, the Mighty.
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AB09358

To: Afnan Alai, Mirza Buzurg et al., in Port Said

O two shining candles! If there has been any delay in sending
these lines, it is due to the press of occupations and the inten-
sity of sorrows, not from any forgetfulness. You have always
been and continue to be in my thoughts.

The reply to the letters of his honor, your father, God willing,
will be sent in these days. Until he himself comes, affairs will
not be set in order.

And may the Glory be upon you both, O Afnans of the Tree
beyond which there is no passing!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09670

AB09650

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Port Said

O noble Branch of the Blessed Tree!

2 Several weeks ago a detailed letter was written and sent, but
until now no word of its receipt has arrived. Since it was an
important letter, therefore it is being repeated.

The point is that this servant is so occupied that it defies de-
scription. Nevertheless, I wrote. Do not consider me - whether
I write or whether I find no opportunity - you must always
write.
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AB09670

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

Between you and Haji Mirza ‘Abdu’llah Sahih-Furush, joking
and jesting will lead to seriousness and ill-feeling, and if silence
is not maintained by one side, intense sorrow will ultimately
arise. These matters are of no importance. Therefore, in this
regard you should maintain complete silence so that it may
end. Such matters are like waves of vain imaginings. That
which endures is service at the Sacred Threshold, in which,
praise be to God, you are engaged.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09385

ABO09675

To: Maryam Sultan Afnan Alai, in Port Said

My Lord and my Hope! This is a handmaiden among Thy
handmaidens and a leaf from among the leaves of Thy tree of
divine mercy, who hath grown from the Sadrih of Thy divine
oneness.

I beseech Thee by Thy Most Exalted Word, which Thou hast
made a sign of Thy oneness, to cause her to grow with a goodly
growth, enable her to be nourished from the breast of Thy
lordship, rear her in the cradle of the mercy of Thy oneness,
nurture her in the fortress of Thy divine mercy, and name her
from Thy Kingdom “Ruhiyyih,” that she may be gladdened by
the spirit of divine knowledge.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful.
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AB09385

To: John L Fisk, in Portland, OR

O dear friend! Your beloved grandfather arrived in the Holy
Land and your eloquent letter was received and read. The gifts
arrived and your charming photograph was viewed. We were
very happy and became occupied with thoughts of you.

I beseech God that He may train you in the school of the

Kingdom and assist you through the grace of the Divine Realm.

Your eager friends Shoghi and Soheil send their greetings.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09431
AB09222

To: Abdu’l-Ghani Yusifi, in Qazvin

O thou servant of Bahal e fody (sl

Thy father is present in this gathering and requested this let-
ter. Consider how dear is a father who, in this gathering, is
intimately engaged in remembrance of thee and familiar with
thy mention, and who begs from God that thou mayest be
confirmed. At every moment thou shouldst offer a hundred
thousand thanks that thou hast such a loving father and art
confirmed in the grace and bounty of the Ancient Beauty.

And upon thee be salutations and praise.
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AB09431

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Samandari, in Qazvin

O ‘Abdu’l-Husayn! How blessed is thy name and how auspi-
cious thy smile! Thou bearest the same name as I - thou art
‘Abdu’l-Husayn and I am ‘Abdu’l-Baha. These two names are
in truth one and the same name and title. Thus do we share
a name in common.

God willing, we shall also share in attainment, that is to say,
through the aid and loving-kindness of the Desired One, we
shall both succeed in achieving servitude and bondage at His
holy Threshold.

And may the glory rest upon thee and upon every servant who
hath believed in God.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

55 el Sl SHle an Cpd e
O el 5 ol g plid] S b
Olye 5 pb 4213 el gs o) sldlae

(J\Jrl})bgf\ﬂ\u.i
&Mﬁ\};}yvg)agfjm&hw\*

i35 g dpake O Lulie 5 Ogm 502
S8 gl B rtin Ol 235

Al yp‘vh.":)g Jos Sde sl

AYBY.386 #067, YQAZ.260-261

184


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-395.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/yaran-i-qazvin_munjadhiban-i-jamal-i-mubin.pdf

3

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09163

AB09704

To: Ahmad Nabilzadih Qazvini

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Kindle thou a flame in the horizons of all hearts, and light
thou a lamp in the glass of contingent being. Like unto the
nightingale, raise thou a melody in the garden of divine unity,
and like unto the sweet-voiced parrot, utter thou words in the
rose-garden of detachment.

Open thine eyes to the Abha Kingdom and give ear to the
angel’s call. Strive thou to diffuse the divine fragrances. Be-
hold the power of the Covenant and witness the bounties of
the Best-Beloved of all the worlds.

And upon thee be glory.

Sda 36T B s dil ozl Jeztl oo b
BLS) JJ)’\J L}’\fﬂ dKﬂ\ ‘4’\’) BEES) O)
32307 Gaaxi LS b O o5 Sads

W i (Sa5E byb O 42 Ok

Gt S5 K ) SN
d@»o;;f&:”«:&\ob;&sfﬂjsu
L odalive GBI Ly ulie o

‘K.JC“ c—LKJ\J 3

AYBY .431 #149

AB09163

To: Khassih daughter of Muhammad Husayn, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! All the clamorous ladies of the world
longed to be the handmaiden of but one of the servants of the
Lord. Now you are the discerning handmaiden of the Ancient
Beauty and the maidservant of the Most Great Name.

How much you must give thanks and turn to the Court of
Oneness with utmost gratitude and worship. Such are the
distinctive features of the Day of Manifestation.

And upon you be glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09470

AB09448

To: Mother of Ishragiyyih, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! Praise be to God that the Luminary of
Effulgence cast a ray upon thee and honored and distinguished
thee with the luminosity of guidance. This ray is a gift from the
Blessed Beauty which will remain manifest and visible forever
from the Dayspring of the Morn of Oneness. A hundred thou-
sand women were submerged in the ocean of regret, yearning
to witness a single light, but the ray of favor fell upon thy brow
and enabled thee to achieve this mighty triumph and manifest
grace. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09470
To: Muhammad Ali, in Qazvin
O thou who hast clung firmly to the cord of the Covenant! ol Sonnze &

> In this Day the world of existence is illumined with the light of
the Covenant. Its rays truly are world embracing and its call
reaches the Sublime Kingdom. However, the ignorant have
presumed to suppress this illumination and think in its stead
to spread the darkness that emanates from their selfish desires
and passions.

Praised be God! Can darkness ever obliterate the light or is it
not light that overcomes the darkness? What vain imaginings
are these! What foolish thoughts of ignorant minds!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G5 ol sy Blie s OB e 3y 0
B u}ﬁl.c J,,a\).ﬁ u.,.,u.,a) w\fgl.?
b by o § i ypa il 4
d}b}é}bul«\b)w&bdgﬁ\eb)\

Ll ey s

Clliy 55 L 308 Bl s el il Ol
N 5 Sl a ) 255 2
Sl

MMK2#193 p.139

186


https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-207.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-141.html

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09550

AB12069

To: Muhammad Ibrahim brother of Ali Akbar, in Qazvin

O my Khalil! For some time I have not communicated with you
through letters, nor revealed the secrets of heart and soul. Yet
through spiritual messengers and divine heralds, constant com-
munication has continued without interruption. This cessation
of correspondence - I swear by your precious soul, and verily
it is a mighty oath - was due to the multitude of calamities,
the intensity of trials and tribulations, the onslaught of the
Covenant-breakers and their corruption before the disordered
government... Such was the state that one would completely
forget oneself and all affairs....
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AB09550

To: Nasir Khan, in Qazvin

O sapling of the garden of divine knowledge! Thou art under
divine protection and in the shelter of the absolute Guardian’s
safekeeping. Place not thy hope in creation and have no anxi-
ety. See naught but the face of the Friend, seek no refuge save
in the Friend’s lane, inhale no fragrance except the Friend’s
scent. All else is but shell and husk. Soon thou shalt witness
the signs of the power of the Kingdom and divine confirma-
tions flowing and coursing through the veins of the body of
the world like spirit.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09719

AB09130

To: Siyyid Rida Zargar, in Qazvin

O God! This is a bird that hath winged its flight unto the
meadows of Thy forgiveness and pardon, and this is a breeze
that hath returned unto the garden of Thy grace and bounty,

and this is a servant that hath sought the vicinity of Thy mercy.

O Lord! Make honourable his abiding-place and shelter him
beneath the Blessed Tree, and open unto him the gates of
reunion, and grant him the supreme station, and encompass
him with the wondrous tokens of Thy greatest favours, and
clothe him with the garments of Thy gifts. Verily, Thou art
the Generous, the Merciful.

3 Suie o2y Il b Ma O
) Ko Dl A de s 5 Saase
50k e ol Gonl sl o5 o)
A1 Ul 2, ) )5 Tl o) e sl
Tl o el 5 i) SO el
N s el Sl

MKT5.054a, BSHN.140.262, BSHN.144.262,
MHT2.080a

AB09719

To: Wife of Ahmad Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O thou confident leaf! Arise to remember thy Lord, the Most
Glorious, and loose thy tongue in praise of Him Who possesseth
the most beautiful names. By God, the True One! Verily the
angels of inspiration cast upon thee the spirit of utterance and
teach thee the most wondrous meanings and exposition and
the reality of clear explanation.

Glorified be He Who hath specially favored His servants and
handmaidens in the days of God with the most great gifts and
favors, and made them dawning-places of lights and daysprings
of mysteries and recipients of inspiration on the day He came
in the shadows of verses.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09429

AB09225

To: Shatir Ghulam-Husayn, in Qum

O servant of Baha! You are a kindly friend to the friends, _y 0p & bl 5L 1, OLL ks fody ) 1
not like the old hyena who is a burden on the mind. Glory S8 s Jj\dw bl L ks
be to God! His existence is heavier than Mount Abu Qubays . oo & .

23 32 e 3 FOIS 5 Gl sl oS
and weightier than solid rock in the Valley of Qays. But you, o
like the morning breeze, are light in spirit, and like the gentle ) ) (o .
air, are the cause of joy and gladness. This is from the divine ~* T <* S IRty

bounties that have brought you to this station. AT S Y ool 5 ) [0
ol ru.n
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Therefore, night and day offer thanks to God and praise to the &Sl b 5 oS e K& 5ey 5 2 o 2
Most Glorious Kingdom. And greetings be upon you. Sde L1 !
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AB09429

To: Ahmad Bagiruf, in Rasht

O loving friend! The most praiseworthy station in this Day is GTJ.A.: Al B ol cdy gl Al
constancy in the Covenant of God, the One worshipped by all. o) A LS‘(&\ &L e s, S

For this firmness constitutes a fountain of living waters, an ark Ers s nt g S 5,2 (,L;,, 393y A

of salvation and an impregnable stronghold of faith among the
souls; it is a perspicuous light, the most great Instrument, the
Supreme Intermediary between the believers and their Lord.
This sign symbolises the Divine Mercy and the banner of God’s
bestowals among men. It is the Mighty Charter and the Shelter .
of everlasting security in the world. £P Lxle

)j’jdﬁw\w‘;naa-d)l.;-g\‘wig-}
Sl oS tdlanly 5 ol odie Ay (e
;@\&M@y@b;@\w)

I trust that by the grace of God the evidences of His favours s 1, Wl 6T & lsdsl 1 b 51 2

may become rapidly apparent to thee. Al p oalls OB, O Bl
ble 2 2 9 &P

MMK2#195  p.140, AKHA 116BE

#10 p.334, AKHA 105BE #04 p.02,
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09526

AB09594

To: Izziyyih related to Nasir Qazvini Nabilzadih, in Rasht

O faithful leaf! One effulgence from the effulgences of the An-
cient Beauty was the manifest Light that illumined the hori-
zons of all regions, and one outpouring from the outpourings
of the Lord, the All-Bountiful, was the mighty rain that made
verdant and flourishing the hills and mountains, the plains and
wilderness. Consider, then, what an endless treasure His most
glorious Kingdom is, for He saith: “And there is not a thing
but with Us are the treasuries thereof, and We send it not
down save in determined measure.”
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AB09526

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Rasht

O Munir! I swear by your soul and by the Beloved that I do
not have even a moment’s respite, nor time to pen a single
line. In brief, for three months I have wished to go to the
bath, and though it is obligatory, I have found no opportunity.
Nevertheless, I have written in utmost haste the letters you
requested. Consider how great is my love for you!

In any case, the letters are enclosed - deliver them. God willing,
they will have the proper and fitting effect.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09327

AB09567

To: Sister-in-law of Muhammad Ali, in Rasht

O spiritual leaf! Open your eyes and turn toward the Abha
Kingdom, that you may hear from the hidden realm of “Glory
be to my Most Glorious Lord!”

I swear by the Ancient Beauty that the effects of the Great-
est Name will become so manifest and evident in the soul and
conscience, even in bone and flesh, that the mind will be be-
wildered and confounded.

The glance of favor has encompassed and will continue to en-
compass you. The ultimate spiritual and inner aspiration will
be fulfilled through divine assistance and grace.

And glory be upon you.
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AB09327

To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Ridaiyyih

O Wahid, my beloved! I swear by your precious life and your
sagacious and discerning mind that I have not a moment’s rest.
Day and night I cry out, raising the call of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha”
in great churches and mighty universities.

2 Therefore I beg your pardon that you excuse my shortcom-
ings. Soon I shall return and make abundant amends for my
deficiency.

Farnest supplications were offered at the threshold of the Gra-
cious Lord on behalf of your illustrious son, that he may be
assisted with mighty confirmation.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09187

AB09184

To: Amir Saatsaz, in Ridaiyyih

O renowned Amir! In the ethereal realm, true sovereignty lies
in servitude to the glorious and mighty Threshold, while all

else is but captivity and lowliness, even if it be world conquest.

For the crown of servitude to the Threshold befits the brow
of humanity, and the diadem of humility and submissiveness
adorns the head of all people. The beauty of the former lies in
the latter, and the glory of the latter in the former. Form and
matter both bear witness to this ruling.

And upon you and upon all who are firm and steadfast be the
Glory.
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AB09187

To: Muhammad Ibrahim nephew of Mulla Ali, in Sabzihvar

O thou whose heart is distracted by the Friend’s tresses!
The tumult of the world ariseth from the curling locks of the
Beloved, and the quaking of the nations from the power of the
revelation of the Lord.

When the beauty of the All-Merciful Joseph appeareth in the
marketplace of Canaan, surely there shall be commotion in
the Egypt of God, and a hundred thousand aging mystics and
a hundred thousand chaste and virtuous Zulaykhas shall be
captured in the realm of ecstasy.

This is what Moses meant when He said: “This is naught but
Thy trial.”

And upon thee be glory.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09353

AB09717

To: Mirza Ali Akbar Hakim Hafizus-Sihhih (Mazindaran), in Sari

O Thou whose remembrance is the healing of the hearts of the
righteous, whose praise is the remedy and sovereign cure of the
free, whose eulogy is the healing medicine for the ailments of
the chosen ones, and whose prayer is the healing balm for the
wounds of the pious!

Gladden Thou the heart of this servant, and rejoice the soul
of this lowly one with that which he loveth and desireth, make
his hopes fulfilled and his wishes realized through Thy bounty,
O Thou Who art the Bestower of gifts and the Quickener of
mouldering bones through Thy power that hath penetrated the
realities of all things.

Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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AB09353

To: Nayyir (Tihran) et al., in Shah Abdul-Azim

O ye two ancient servants of the Manifest Light! From the
beginning of your acceptance of the Faith in the days of God
ye have arisen to serve the Cause of God and have trodden the
path of faithfulness in the way of the Most Glorious Beauty.
Ye have ever been occupied with teaching the Cause of God
and promoting the religion of God. In truth, ye are deserving
of bounties and are the recipients of the favors of the Divine
Unity. ‘Abdu’l-Baha is in the utmost joy and delight because
of your services. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09537

AB09240

To: Aga Abbas Kazurani, in Shahabad

O thou the servant of the One True God! Thou art remembered
at the Threshold of the Blessed One and thou art present in the
assemblage of the loved ones. Thou art a servant of the divine
threshold and art fully aware of the mystery of spiritual truth.
Strive with all thy power in prayers and communions at the
hour of dawn to increase thine alertness day by day, to strip
away the misgivings that veil the people of doubt and lead
them towards the Most Great Guide with the potent knowl-
edge of God so that like unto a candle thou mayest illuminate
every meeting with the light of recognition. And upon thee be
greeting and praise.

BRL__IOPF#2.16x

3 ©uSde ke Okl s G foy o
s FEos Tedy syte OLL )
b S o Ol 5 U s BT i
Ao n toghy 5 355 Rt S s ol
i Oy o Ly Ol al olia) fes
2 e 0 Gl e 65 Sl L
5 ) e 5 )l g 065 55 &

S

MMEK2#131 p.100

AB09537

To: Mirza Muhammad Tajir Isfahani, in Shahrud

O thou who gazest upon God! What shall I write, for the efful-
gences of the bounties of the Abha Beauty have encompassed
the kingdom of existence, and the call of the Herald of favors is
raised from the Supreme Horizon: “O ye who seek! The door
of the most great bounty is opened wide, and the outpourings
of the cloud of greatest mercy are manifest. Turn ye to your
hearts that ye may become the dawning-places of the confir-
mations of the Beloved Lord and the daysprings of the favors
of the Desired Beauty, that in the most great sanctuaries ye
may witness the gleaming lights of the supreme horizon.”

2 And the Glory be upon thee and upon every firm and steadfast
one.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09562

AB09521

To: Aqa Kuchak, in Shin

O thou who art attracted to God! I beseech the True One to
raise thee up in such a state that thou mayest be restless and
impatient, that thou mayest surge and roar like the sea, and
become aflame and ablaze like fire.

May thy tongue become eloquent in the mention and praise of
God, and thine ear attentive to the divine call. May thine eyes
be opened to the most great signs, and mayest thou become
intimate with the mysteries of the Self-Sufficing Lord.

And in all conditions mayest thou ever soar to the Abha King-
dom.
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AB09562

To: Abbas brother of Muhammad Husayn, in Shiraz

O namesake of this servant! It is My ardent hope that thou
mayest arise to fulfill the meaning of this name and display
the courage, might and majesty of a lion - that is to say, that
thou mayest gallop forth in the arena of divine knowledge and,
through the power of proof, capture souls.

For ‘Abbas in the Arabic tongue signifieth “brave lion” and
“great lion.” This name must needs have its true exemplar.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who stand firm in
the Covenant.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09188

AB09700

To: Abu’l-Qasim, in Shiraz

O thou who art gladdened by the fragrances of God!

> In this mortal dust-heap, every nostril that becomes perfumed
with the divine breaths hath received a portion from the realm
of pre-existence and gained a share from the bounty of God’s
immortal kingdom of being. Otherwise, alas for us! Woe unto
us! The hours of all would be fruitless, the foundation carried
away by the wind, and manifest loss would appear.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all who are firm in the
Covenant.
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AB09188

To: Ali Akbar Khadim, in Shiraz

O wanderer in the path of God! Though you are far from
home and separated from your family and unsettled, yet you
are secure in the shelter of God and have a dwelling and refuge
in the Abha Kingdom.

These earthly houses are flimsier than a spider’s web. Every
edifice shall be laid low, but the shelter of God is the most
exalted of palaces.

Praise be to God that this is attainable and not impossible.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09199

AB09332

To: Ali Akbar Khayyat, in Shiraz

O thou sincere and self-sacrificing servant!

The greater thine effort in the field of service, the larger the
draught thou shalt drink of His life-giving grace. The more
thou strivest to serve the friends, the higher wilt thou soar
thyself in the realms of the spirit. This earthly existence is
but a bridge towards the true life granted by the Lord and
our recognition of our powerlessness and supplication for His
assistance the sole means of approaching the Unconstrained.

Thy services are all acceptable unto Him; thy effort all worthy
of praise; and thy thraldom at the sacred Threshold of the Well
Beloved is clearly visible and manifest to the Lord.
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AB09199

To: Aqa Ali brother of Muhammad Hasan Khayyat, in Shiraz

O servant of God! This servant has undertaken to write this
letter with the utmost embarrassment, for there has been a
delay in responding to you. This negligence must be laid at
the door of the negligent ones, for due to attacks and evil deeds
they give ‘Abdu’l-Baha no respite to respond to the letters of
the loved ones. But know this much: that heart and soul
are occupied with and find solace in the remembrance of the
friends. You have not been forgotten for a moment.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09143

AB09244

To: Haji Muhammad Husayn, in Shiraz

O servant of God! Days shall pass and times shall come to an
end, but the favors of the Blessed Beauty shall remain steadfast
and enduring, and the bounties of the Most Great Name shall
eternally embrace the everlasting and the infinite. Therefore
seek thou that which is eternal, and desire thou that which is
everlasting. Be thou joyous and delighted through His support
and protection. And the Glory be upon thee and upon every
one steadfast in heart and firm in step in God’s Covenant and
Testament.
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AB09143

To: Haji Muhammad Rida, in Shiraz

O my God! Thou art my shelter and the sanctuary of my
hopes and the ultimate goal of my desire and the end of my
aspiration. I beseech the kingdom of Thy mercy to assist this
servant in that which Thou lovest and art well-pleased with,
through Thy mercy which hath preceded all things. Verily,
Thou art powerful over all things, O God of those who are in
earth and heaven.

O Lord! Purify the souls from the conditions of those who are
heedless of Thy remembrance, who oppose Thy Cause, who are

negligent of Thy Covenant, who are veiled from Thy effulgence.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Merciful, the Forgiving.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09540

AB12651

To: Haji Nasrullah (Shiraz)

O servant of God! Your letter was received. Until now, writ-
ing a reply was impossible and unattainable, as poor health
prevented and hindered it. For some time, nothing could be
written.

Now a brief reply is being penned to inform you that I have of-
fered supplications and entreaties at the Threshold of Oneness
on your behalf, and asked for your comfort and the fulfillment
of your aims, so that through divine grace and heavenly gifts
you may become the recipient of endless favors.
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AB09540

To: Jinab Javad, in Shiraz

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of existence! sy O Sde LU

The people of prostration must needs have a countenance radi-
ant as the most luminous sun through the bounty of the Praised
Station, and those assured of the Most Great Signs should have
faces illumined by the favors of the All-Glorious. Those ine-
briated with the divine cup must needs experience ecstasy and
joy, and those who receive glad-tidings of the Kingdom’s gifts
must attain unto rapture. The sighs and cries of those intox-
icated are necessary, and the tumult and clamor of the lovers
are essential - otherwise hard stone is better than a dead heart
and a frozen existence.

And The Glory be upon thee.
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AB12642

ABO09557

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib, in Shiraz

O you who are as a thousand nightingales! In this Ridvan feast
of the lunar year sixty, the ode which you had composed was
truly unique, eloquent and fluent, and refined with the utmost
smoothness, sweetness and excellence, and its theme perfectly
balanced.

May God assist you to produce the most wonderful melodies
in the expansive gardens through various tunes. God willing,
you will ever make the gatherings of the friends independent
of evening wine and the melodies of harp and rebec through
this song.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB12642

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O Bashiru’llah! Be not sorrowful, be not grieved. Divine fa-
vor and bounty are all-encompassing and complete, and God
willing, confirmations will be attained in all affairs. With the
utmost assurance, undertake whatever is necessary. Divine
aid, protection and safeguarding are ever-present, and what-
ever thou observest is required by wisdom.

Were the veil to be lifted, ye would choose what hath come to
pass - this is a certain and established truth. Give thanks to
His Holiness the One that thou art assisted and confirmed in
all that is necessary and befitting. This is from the grace of
thy Lord, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB12643

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O spiritual herald! Algy it

> Several letters were sent during this month of Muharram, and
likewise during the previous month. These have undoubtedly
arrived or will arrive. In truth, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has no time to
write letters due to His countless occupations. Nevertheless,
because of His great love for the friends, especially for that
servant at the Threshold of the All-Merciful, He writes with
His own pen.

This month, all letters that came from Shiraz were answered.
Therefore, O Bashir-i-Ilahi, render thanks at the Threshold
of the Most Great Name that ‘Abdu’l-Baha was enabled to
accomplish this.
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AB12644

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O spiritual Bashir! Your letter dated the twelfth of Sha’ban
of the current year, which you had written to Aqa Siyyid
Asadu’llah, was read. Likewise were received two sweet ghazals
of Jinab-i-Muhriq and the flowing verses of Jinab-i-Binish.

For now, we are in Ramleh, Alexandria, and friends are ar-
riving continuously from all directions, and endless letters are
pouring in such that even if day and night were devoted solely
to reading them, it would not suffice.

3 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

*iw Olad 225l Pl Gl ek G
w35 035 pdp i BT 8 G
bt dpE s e 235 il

by Sl Hlal kel G2 Ol
==l f;{,mﬁ\ “day 5o Lo dlsdl fo
5 de 3 Glosl st e alze (Tl 1 b

SV e s, 518 4le Ol
Wl s 5l

e ey

INBA85:457b, BSHI.046

201


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/alvah_bih_bashir-i-ilahi.pdf#page=45
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=459
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/alvah_bih_bashir-i-ilahi.pdf#page=46

\V]

w
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AB09136

AB12645

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! A letter was written in
the utmost spiritual attraction to his honor the chief - deliver
it to him. In truth, they deserve every bounty.

My hope is in the help and protection of the Ancient Living
One, that they may be preserved and protected, and be de-
lighted and safeguarded from the evil of the vainglorious ones
and the companions of aversion and perdition.

Convey my greetings to all the spiritual friends, young and old.
Due to the severity of troubles, occupations and difficulties,
there is no opportunity to write further.
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AB09136

To: Mulla Muhammad Ali Muallim, in Shiraz

My Lord, my Lord! Thy mercy hath preceded all things, Thy
bounty hath been perfected, and Thy gift hath been completed
for those who have acknowledged Thy oneness, who have drawn
from the ocean of Thy grace, and who have been illumined by
the fire of Thy love.

O Lord! Verily, Thy servant Muhammad-‘Ali seeketh forgive-
ness for his father and sister, who responded to the call and
turned unto Thee with hearts assured of Thy grace and bounty.

O Lord! Forgive them through Thy mercy which hath pre-
ceded all things, and cause them to enter the precincts of Thy
supreme mercy. Verily, Thou art kind to Thy poor servants,
and verily, Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.
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AB09576

AB09169

To: Second wife of Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz

O handmaiden of God! Thou hast entered beneath the shadow gy 5 &l p5 Cusmas JL 3 il el
of chastity, believing in God and assured of His signs. Thou , .z 5 lae uf{ 3y gdalys Al U
hast drunk from the cup of bounty and become the manifes-  ::2 | 51 dl” 5 el & s Ol s

tation of the favors of His Holiness the Exalted One and the
dawning-place of the lights of the bounties of the Abha Beauty.
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How fortunate and blessed wert thou to become the dawning- sl § Gy Abiis 5 C2SS e
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AB09576

To: Tuba Afnan, in Shiraz

O blessed leaf! Praise God that thou hast sprouted from the *oydu 3l & |y las 8 de §ls ¢4, ¢
Sacred Tree and art related to the Holy Threshold. 3 dtin * aie e s Gdisy Sl

Now, in gratitude for this bounty and favor, thou must occupy b, 5 cost 4 s , bd o) Pl s b Jls

thyself with love and faithfulness, be engaged day and night in
the remembrance of God, and be occupied in humble entreaty
and supplication. Thou must recite the verses of divine unity
and be raised up with the essence of sanctification.

And upon thee be the most glorious Glory!
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AB09442

AB09582

To: Afnan, Khadijih Sultan wife of Mirza Aqa Afnan, in Shiraz

O thou holy leaf of the tree of blessedness!

> The divine Lote tree hath been raised in the midmost heart

of paradise and hath, through the mercy of the Lord now
grown and spread wide its branches to encompass east and
west. Cling thou firmly to the roots of this holy tree with all
thy strength and all thy power, so that through the effusions
of its all-sheltering grace thou mayest thyself remain fresh and
green at all times and under all conditions and may be revived
by its breaths of fragrant holiness.

Thank thou the Lord that He honoured thee with this bounty
and this gift.
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AB09442

To: Agqa Qasim, in Tabriz

O Qasim! O steadfast one! O joyous one! Be thou transported
with delight and gladness, and be filled with joy, for thou hast
found thy way to this feast and partaken of this delight and
attained the utmost expansion.

Souls who for fifty years secluded themselves in schools and
studied commentaries on abstraction and the Lum’ih, and en-
gaged in worship, remained veiled and deprived, while thou
hast become privy to the mystery and soared with the birds of
holiness.

3 And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB09274

AB09416

To: Shirzad Khan Sartip, in Tabriz

O Shirzad, offspring of a lion! It behooveth thee to show such
courage of heart before the hosts of violation that the band
of Covenant-breakers may, like unto bats, never venture forth
from their caves of oblivion, and the army of the heedless may
remain concealed in their silent graves like unto blind mice.

Shirzad must, like unto a free cypress tree, grow tall beside the
stream of his desire, turn his face to the light of the Covenant,
captivate hearts with the sweet fragrances of the love of God,
and find repose beneath the shade of the Tree of Fellowship.
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AB09274

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Tabriz

O thou servant of the Covenant! Jinab-i-Yusuf Khan arrived
and today set out for America. May he be confirmed and
assisted, God willing. The blessed portrait of His Holiness
the Exalted One, may my spirit be a sacrifice unto Him, was
received and beholding it brought joy and gladness. In truth,
Jinab-i-Aqa Mirza Siyyid Husayn showed great initiative in

this matter and succeeded in rendering a distinguished service.

God willing, I shall write his name in my own hand at the
bottom of the page. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09239

AB09472

To: Mashhadi Abu’l-Qasim, in Tiflis

O thou who holdest fast to the Covenant! Be confident in the
favors of the True One, for through the blessing of firmness in
the Covenant thou shalt attain success and divine bestowals
shall encompass thee. Fix thy gaze upon the True One, for
every confirmation is from Him and every success from Him.
The firm ones are successful and those who are steadfast are
like an impregnable fortress. Ere long thou shalt observe that
the banner of the Covenant is raised aloft while the standard
of violation is cast down into the abyss of degradation and
humiliation. The Glory be upon thee, O thou who art firm!
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AB09239

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khadim, in Tihran

O servant of God! Be thou happy, for hearts are gladdened
by thy remembrance and souls are delighted by the mention
of thee. This connection is heavenly and this love is a divine
bounty. Otherwise, what relation could there be between the
prisoner of the prison of ‘Akka and the free one in the man-
sion of Tehran? This is naught but the bestowals and special
characteristics of this holy Cycle of the Abha Beauty.

At present, thy presence is not advisable. God willing, it will
be made possible later. And upon thee be glory.
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AB12638

AB12659

To: Ahmad Sadrus-Sudur, in Tihran

O thou who diffusest the fragrances of God! Thy services at the
Sacred Threshold are evident and praiseworthy, and through
God’s assistance, confirmations from all directions are present.
Be confident. My Lord! Assist this servant who is detached
unto Thee, who serveth Thy Covenant, who diffuseth Thy fra-
grances, in his servitude at Thy Sacred Threshold. Verily,
Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Merciful. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
‘Abbas

If it be possible for you to spend some time teaching the Cause
of God in Hamadan and its surroundings, it would be most
beloved, for the friends there earnestly plead for this.
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AB12638

To: Ali Askar et al., in Tihran

O servant of God! Your service and that of all the friends
is accepted at the Threshold of Oneness, and we beseech the
loving Lord’s assistance and favor that He may confirm all the
friends beneath the wings of success, that each may become a
manifestation of prosperity and a dawning-place of lights.

The glance of favor encompasses all and His grace and mercy
are complete. Verily thy Lord is the Possessor of great bounty.

And upon thee be Glory.
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AB11993

AB09209

To: Ali Muhammad Baha’i, in Tihran

O servant of God! A letter has arrived from Mulla Bahram
expressing gratitude to a respected person and Mirza Hasan
‘Ali Khan who have arranged to give him some land along with
two hundred and fifty tumans. You should strive to ensure
that Mulla Bahram returns to Yazd gratefully and that these
gentlemen quickly fulfill what they have promised. This matter
is necessary and will lead to the success of the respected person.

> Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB11993

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O servant of the Court of the Most Glorious Beauty! Your let-
ter was reviewed and the dream was also studied. We beseech
from the favors of the Hidden Essence of Identity that you may
place that crown of service and servitude to the Court of Di-
vine Unity upon your head and glory over all the nobles of the
world, for the jewels and rubies of the crown of servitude are
from the mine of reality while the gems of crowns are from the
mine of dust. Thus this is from this. And the Glory be upon
you.
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AB09483

AB11995

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The letter that was
written in defense against the calumniators of the people of
Najaf-i-Ashraf - you must certainly keep it secure and give its
copy to no one, for it will fall into the hands of the Yahyais
and they will send it to Najaf, causing an increase in hatred
and enmity. You must most assuredly keep it secure. Observe
in the Hablu’l-Matin newspaper that all these rumors are from
the Yahyais.
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AB09483

To: Aqa Murtida servant of Afnan, in Tihran

O Murtada! How fortunate and blessed in destiny you are
to have been enabled to serve the friends and especially His
Holiness the Afnan. This is not service—it is sovereignty. This
is not servitude—it is nobility.

It is my station and my mission that I should glory in the
Supreme Concourse that I am the lowliest servant of the friends
of the Abha Beauty, and in the Abha Kingdom I take pride
that I am the humblest bondsman of the friends of the Most
Great Name. Therefore you too should glory and take pride.
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AB09333

AB09167

To: Arbab wife of Abdu’l-Husayn Ardistani, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Your services at the threshold of the Di-
vine Unity are accepted and beloved. The maidens of Paradise
in the sanctified chambers are engaged in praising you. Praise
be to God that your mention is made in the Abha Kingdom
and you are the manifestation of the kindness of the Supreme
Concourse and the dawning-place of the favors of the Peerless
Beauty. Therefore, ask whatsoever you wish from the bounty
of your Ancient Lord. And upon you and upon every soul firm
and steadfast in God’s Mighty Covenant be the Glory.

Permission for circumambulation of the Ka’bah of the Divine
Purpose is granted to you.

J)JM d.;.b\ 0?)} s Colbeds AIH:V‘ !
o OB s s s p Sl s
OSe 45 OS5 b A drte 5
glae 5 Gl e kel jglas 5 55T
b e g e (b Jleg dlar Ol
C’fb‘:{a.l‘)&:kﬂ\rﬁ‘;(.ﬂ\ S Vs

il Bl Gl Jo s

v\i)‘.} b Jja:u "4..&{ &J\)L d)\ b

MKT7.047b

AB09333

To: Family of Attar, in Tihran

O household steadfast in the Covenant and Testament! Give
thanks to the Blessed Beauty that ye have been enabled to hold
fast to the Covenant and have been confirmed in your grasp
of the mighty cord of the Best-Beloved of all worlds. Your
mention is recorded in the Abha Kingdom, and your praise
is found upon the tongues of them who are assured of God.
Through the grace of that Sun of Truth your faces are illumined
and your souls are as rose gardens. How blessed ye are, how
blessed ye are!

2 And upon you, men and women alike, be glory!
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AB09690

AB09602

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Tihran

O old friend! If in every moment I were to write you a clear
book, the fervor of expression would not be stilled, nor would
the contents of the writing be exhausted. What then can be
done? And from your side too, your thirst which neither the
ocean can quench nor the overflowing springs from the bounty
of the clouds can soothe - there is no remedy save to refer it
to the soul, the conscience, the inner being and the illumined
heart. And whenever opportunity presents itself, to make the
pen and writing its interpreter.

“Indeed I have been alone with the Beloved, and between us is
a secret more subtle than the breeze when it flows.”...
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AB09690

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Tihran

O son of him whose countenance shineth forth in the Concourse
on high! A few days ago a letter was sent, therefore this time I
write briefly. Letters had been written for Hisar and were sent
to be forwarded, but they should be dispatched to the Land of
Kha with utmost speed, as they are awaiting them with great
anticipation. Convey to all the loved ones of God on behalf

of this servant the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings.

And the glory be upon thee. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas

And there is one letter for Aqga Ahmad, son of Jenab-i-Aqa
Muhammad-*Ali-i-Qa’ini who hath ascended unto God - that
too should be sent quickly.
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AB12662

ABO09705

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Tihran

O thou who art attracted by the magnet of the love of God! A
gentle breeze hath wafted from the gardens of the All-Glorious
Paradise, breathing into thy heart the spirit of guidance and
refreshing thy nostrils with the holy fragrances diffused from
the gardens of the Supreme Concourse.

Therefore, give thanks unto God for this bounty, and hold fast
unto the Most Firm Handle, and be moved with joy by the
favors of thy Most Glorious Lord, in that He chose thee for His
love and selected thee for His knowledge and elected thee to
raise His call amongst the worlds.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12662

To: Ibrahim Taliqgani, in Tihran

O servant of the Truth! Through God’s grace, thou art not
scattered but gathered together, thou art not shelterless but
under divine protection, thou art not deprived and wandering
but the object of His favoring glance. Be thou happy and
joyous.

It is hoped that ease and comfort in outward affairs will also
be attained.

Deliver the enclosed letter to the attendant of the exalted
Nawwab.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09278

AB12646

To: Ishraqiyyih Dhabih, in Tihran

O learned leaf! Praise the Lord, thy Worshipped One, that
thou hast attained thy goal and art confirmed in faith and
steadfastness in the Covenant, and hast acquired knowledge.
Now thou must engage in service and teaching.

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to thy
mother, brother, sister and all the family of his holiness Attar.
Also deliver spiritual greetings to Izzatu’llah, Manuchehr, Mu-
luk and Malihih, and extend my utmost kindness to the near
handmaiden of God, Dr. Moody.
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AB09278

To: Mashhadi Muhammad, in Tihran

O thou pure soul! The essence of holiness is the characteristic
of righteousness, for this is the highest aspiration of such as
seek the threshold of God. Beseech the one true God that
thou mayest immerse thyself in the sea of sanctity and that
thou mayest become selfless in the ocean of divine unity.

Be thou the quintessence of piety. Be thou an ignited candle of
guidance. My hope is that thou mayest become the dawning
place of the most great Sign and the manifestation of the most
great bestowals.

In the presence of the friends be thou a resplendent light and on
the horizon of the all-Merciful be a scintillating star. I beseech
God that thou mayest be confirmed in achieving this end.
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AB09481

AB09203

To: Masih Rastigar, in Tihran

He is the Truth! O servant of God! You are mentioned in
the divine gathering and are well-known and renowned at the
Sacred Threshold. Know with certainty that I am kind to you,
wish you well, and share in your sorrows. Be confident, joyful,
happy and grateful. In these days remain calm and settled in
Tehran, and be watchful. The time for presence will come.
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AB09481

To: Mirza Mahmud Damghani, in Tihran

O spiritual Mahmud! Make your school the divine school and
become the teacher of infinite bounty. Teach lessons in truths
and meanings. Train the children in such wise that each one
may become proficient in all the sciences and arts, both literary
and material, and in divine meanings, and may become an
adornment to the world of humanity.

Be not astonished - the confirmation of the Most Glorious
Kingdom encompasses the sincere ones, and the hosts of the
Supreme Concourse assist those who are firm and steadfast.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.

Olds |y s awyde Okilayy 257
5 Gl s h plaeb (2 sl 5 B
Cw s Ol 1y Jlabl 63 Gew 5 oy Glas
ngb}@s\&jéjplcjaéﬁ{f
Ll e iy g s 655 2 b Glae

ES

N g

a2 ot gl oS L b b ie o
el b b et S sy y ol
LS‘(}Y\ ;IKJ\&GJ 3

INBAS84:398

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 214


https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/tss.pdf#page=172
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=401

V]

3

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB12636

AB12649

To: Mirza Muhammad Gangii, in Tihran

O thou who hast believed in God and accepted His words!
I have recited the verses of thy thanksgiving unto God and
chanted the words of thy remembrance in praise of God, and I
have supplicated God that He may aid thee to stand firm and
be steadfast in the Covenant of God.

In the Covenant and Testament of the Lord of Hosts show forth
such steadfastness that all the peoples of the world may be
amazed. I swear by the Ancient Beauty that today firmness is
the greatest touchstone and the magnet of divine confirmation
amidst all nations.

And upon thee be glory!
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AB12636

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib, in Tihran

O herald of the Covenant! Your letter was received and its con-
tents were understood. Due to lack of time, [ am writing a brief
reply. Regarding what you had written about, detailed letters
have been sent to Tehran. You will certainly be informed.

Convey my loving greetings to Monsieur Benglais, the historian
and translator of the Bayan. In a few days his reply will be
sent. Give him the glad tidings that I have the utmost love for
him.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09289

AB09133

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi, in Tihran

My God, my God! Verily, this pure and righteous one seeketh
Thy greatest mercy, and feareth the fires of retribution, and
seeketh healing from Thy cup brimming with the wine of Thy
supreme forgiveness, and longeth to drink from the living wa-
ters in the garden of paradise.

O Lord! Encompass him with the glances of Thine all-merciful
eye, and grant him Thy gifts in the spiritual worlds, and forgive
his transgressions through the abundance of Thy divine mercy.

Verily Thou art the Forgiver of sins, the Concealer of faults,
the Dispeller of sorrows, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the
All-Forgiving.
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AB09289

To: Mirza Naim Sidihi, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! It has been some time
since I heard that that pure soul is studying the English lan-
guage. This news brought joy. The purpose is that you should
exert your utmost effort in acquiring this language, for it is
the means of rendering mighty services to the Cause of God.
The Hand of Power has prepared vast arenas, but the skilled
horsemen are rare. Therefore, one must expend the utmost
diligence and effort in learning foreign languages.

And upon thee be glory!

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

8 335 fmen Cogle Ol s b
i i 0 5, s
238 ) spahe AB 5y o )
b gl o sl ol ) e
Sl d,ﬁ\/\ 30 aedie Oleus Ol 1)
ol Ly 0ose G gy Cpoln )08

do sl aim) Gl Joad > b b sk

Cils dpdes 1y A
;—\;(J\ ;g;,lc; :

INBA85:190, AHT.011

216


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=256
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=192

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09162

AB09659

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran

The designation and promulgation of the Qiblih is not at
present in accordance with consummate wisdom. It will be
announced in due time.

Then spread the musk-like fragrance of the Greatest Name and
the sweet-scented breeze of divine favors upon the nostrils of
thy two leaves, those pure ones who are firm in faith and de-
voted in service, and gladden them with the outpouring boun-
ties of thy Lord, the All-Bountiful, and the all-encompassing
glances of the merciful eyes upon them both.

And convey on my behalf greetings to the flowers of the gar-
dens of the love of God and the roses of the paradise of God’s
bestowal - thy sons and thy honored daughters - and communi-
cate to them my intense attention and great love and constant
remembrance in mentioning the loved ones of God.
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AB09162

To: Mother of Muhammad Hasan Hamadani, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! It is dawn, and each soul is captivated
and gladdened by some thought, while I have taken up pen and
ink that perchance the spirits and hearts of the handmaidens
and servants of the All-Merciful may be stirred and rejoiced,
may attain to a spirit of joy and fragrance, and may find a new
life through the verses of love of the Ancient Beauty.

O handmaiden of God! It is the flame of the Covenant that,
through the warmth of servitude to the Abha Beauty, has in-
fluenced the very heart of the horizons.
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AB09357

AB09709

To: Muhammad Husayn Hamadani, in Tihran

O thou who hast believed in God and accepted His words!
The standard of the Covenant is raised high at the center of
the world, and its banner is billowing and surging from the
winds of confirmation from the Kingdom. The peoples of all
regions are entering beneath its shade, and the hosts of the
Concourse on High follow one after another in its support.

Therefore, O spiritual friends, gird up the loins of service and
gallop your steeds in this field, that like those possessed of
wisdom ye may be assisted to diffuse the divine fragrances.
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AB09357

To: Nayyir et al., in Tihran

O two luminous candles in the gathering for teaching the Cause
of God! Today is the day of utterance and the time for melody
and song. Adorn the gathering of exposition and loose the
tongue of divine knowledge and show forth the white hand. In
diffusing the fragrances of God, waft like the morning breeze,
and in exalting the Word of God, roar like the lions of the
mighty jungle.

2 All affairs depend upon this supreme gift and most great virtue.
And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09590

AB09159

To: Nazanin sister of Faizih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Your verses, like scattered pearls, were
noted. They were in the utmost sweetness and fluency, and the
height of eloquence and expressiveness. The fifth of Jamadi,
like a spiritual springtime, caused the growth of plants and
brought joy to the hearts of spiritual ones.

O handmaiden of God! As much as you can, compose odes of
praise and glorification in tribute to the Desired One, that they
may be chanted with wondrous melody in great gatherings,
causing hearts to rejoice and souls to be gladdened.

255 sohie yite QB O Sledl ie) (ol
ANEBE YR WIPRGT) PRGNS
Ay Ll sl sle R Co-lad
Obilo sy sl yp o a5 058 Ol OLY
w5

O ks ke s Gl b il )
Keal b U L) Ogni p ol fLab 5 paite
S ot 3 335 Jo7 ghae Bl s oy
S0 ot Sl 5 ol

MKT6.069

AB09590

To: Nazanin sister of Faizih, in Tihran

O assured leaf! Give thanks to the Most Great Unity that thou
wert not veiled by any dark veil, nor prevented by any obstacle
or barrier. The chameleon’s eye is not veiled from beholding
the sun, and the heart of Zulaykha is not deprived of Joseph’s
beauty.

Though the bat falls under the sun’s shadow it grows blinder;
though the dung beetle draws near the rose garden it becomes
more tormented by the fragrance of the rose.

Thou must praise the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, that
thy spiritual sense of smell is perfumed by the fragrances from
the gardens of Oneness and the eye of thy heart is illumined
by the observation of the luminous Beauty.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB09586

AB09214

To: Servant of Navvab Vala, in Tihran

O servant of God! At the break of every morn, set thy face
consciously toward the Kingdom of God, and humbly offer this
supplication:

Thou beareth witness, O my God, that I desire to behold Thy
lights and long to apprehend Thy mysteries. Make me weary
of foreignness, acquaint me with union, and suffer me to attain
my heart’s desire. I am afflicted, be thou my succorer; I am
abased, reveal unto me Thy greatness. O kind Lord! Thou art
the Bestower of such gifts as setteth my face aglow with light
and conferreth upon me eternal life. Upon thee be salutations
and praise.
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AB09586

To: Shirin Khadimih, in Tihran

O assured leaf! True sweetness and genuine delight lie in divine
guidance and spiritual attraction. Every sweetness ultimately
turns to bitterness and every delight ends in sourness, except
the sweetness of God’s guidance, which increases with the pas-
sage of time and the succession of ages, growing ever more
intense and potent, making the palate and taste ever sweeter.

Therefore, strive that this sweetness may influence your inner
being and that the taste of the seekers among the handmaidens
of the All-Merciful may be made sweet.
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AB09687

AB09380

To: Siyavash Farsi (Siyavash Sifidvash), in Tihran

O my Persian friend! Siavash drank the cup of destruction in
exile, while you, in the divine homeland, in the All-Merciful

gathering and the heavenly feast, have drunk the eternal wine.

How blessed art thou! May the soul of every wine-drinker be
sacrificed for thee, for what a wondrous wine thou hast drunk!

> This wine hath fermented in the wine-cellar of the Lord God.

Ho! Ho! Consider it not cheap - know thou its worth and value
its excellence.

g‘l? GF 0> s o el g &
JE o B by s 558 G S
Olr 5 Glasle ool QL o s dley
hyosl p Ol )y 5t L gl g8
&5 S e S sule

odal 2 Ol O s a2 o) -
Sy pldy 2led Ol Ol & 2
Ol

YARP2.182 p.182, QUM.234a

AB09687

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran

“And unto God belongeth the heritage of the heavens and the
earth.”

From the day of their arrival in this Holy Land until the time
of their departure, Jinab-i-Aga Siyyid Sadiq and the assured
and successful leaf, upon them both be the Glory of God, the
Most Glorious, continuously beseeched that this servant accept
whatever belongeth to them of their possessions, properties
and real estate. Until now this servant hath never wished to
accept from anyone, but from them, in view of their repeated
entreaties, it was accepted.
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AB09160

AB09547

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran

O ye blessed souls! Henceforth do not entrust orphans’ funds
to a single individual, for such dangers may result. Rather, let
them be placed in a bank or special orphans’ fund under the
administration of the Spiritual Assembly, and they must be
managed with the Assembly’s knowledge.

As for Haji Muhammad-Javad’s debt, Haji Muhammad-Isma’il
must make an effort to pay it, for it involves orphans’ money,
and lack of effort would cause blessings to be withdrawn.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB09160

To: Talat mother of Farajullah Magjidi, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! If thou seekest a sheltering shade, enter
beneath the shadow of the Tree of Life. If thou desirest an eter-
nal paradise, establish thyself in the gardens of the Covenant.
If thou searchest for the fountain of life, drink from the Salsabil
of the Covenant.

I swear by the light of God that supreme good, abundant
portion, and ancient glory lie in this. Today the spirit of
the Covenant pulsates in the arteries of the horizons, and
the clouds of the Testament shower their bounties upon both
worlds. Blessed is he who holdeth fast unto it.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB09454

AB09588

To: Wife of Adib, in Tihran

O faithful leaf under the protection of a pure soul who day and
night has as his purpose the enlightenment of the world and
the nurturing and education of the children of Adam, whose
intention is as bright as the sun, whose service at the Sacred
Threshold is clear and evident:

You too must assist and aid him. And his assistance and aid
consists in this: as he attends to the men, you must attend to
the women, and harmonize with his character and disposition.
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AB09454

To: Wife of Bashir Ilahi, in Tihran

O cherished handmaid of God! Rest assured that you are
among those drawn near at the Sacred Threshold and are en-
compassed by the gaze of loving-kindness. Praise be to God,
you are under the protection of a precious soul who is, heart
and soul, an intimate companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

Divine grace and bounty have cast their radiance upon you
both and made you esteemed in the Court of the Divine Unity.
Give thanks to God and remain firm and steadfast in the love
of God. And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09349

AB09587

To: Wife of Habib son of Dhabih, in Tihran

O assured leaf!

> On this plane there are handmaidens who are drawn nigh, who
are occupied day and night in the remembrance of the Friend
and are intimate with the mention of the Beloved. Praise be
to the Self-Subsisting Lord that thou art gladdened by the
mention of the Ancient Beauty and art in the utmost joy and
spiritual enlightenment through the remembrance of the Most
Great Name. Therefore, strive as much as thou canst in this
station, that thou mayest draw ever nearer day by day.
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AB09349

To: Wife of Haji Muhammad Quli et al., in Tihran

...0 Lord! Make these handmaidens honored in Thy Kingdom
of Glory, and accept these maidservants at Thy Holy Thresh-
old. Illumine their hearts and purify their spirits. Make fra-
grant their nostrils that they may become worthy of Thy Most
Holy Court and engage in worship, service, supplication, and
utter humility and need. May they become quickened through
Thy remembrance and attain everlasting life through Thy love.
Verily Thou art the Generous, Thou art the Merciful, and Thou
art the Mighty, the Kind, the Ancient Lord.”
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09283
AB09617

To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Tihran

O thou Jonah swimming in the ocean of amity and fellowship! ol by ey

> To serve the Cause of God in this day is to build the bonds
of love amongst the friends of God. Let us all associate with
one another with the utmost poverty and selflessness, with
evanescence, and radiance of spirit, with meekness and holy
humility. Let us endeavour each and everyone to spread the
divine fragrances.

For the potentiality of the people in these days is extraordi-
narily high. If there is delay in confirmation it is only because
of our negligence and this negligence is due to our weaknesses,
our lack of amity and concord. For unity is the most important
matter of all.
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AB09283

To: Faiz, Inayatullah son of Haji Muhammad Alagihband, in Tihran

He is the Most Holy. O fresh sapling in the garden of God’s
bounty! Praise be to God, thou hast a kind father and a mother
firm in faith and certitude who desire thy protection, safety,
preservation and support from every direction, and who seek
thy lofty station and exalted character. I beseech God that
they may be assisted to raise thee with divine education. What
thou hadst sent hath been received.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09644

AB09551

To: Unknown, in Tihran

O sapling of the garden of the love of God! Give thanks unto
God that thou hast sprouted by the stream of divine favors,
and grown in the rose-garden of the love of God, and drunk
from the fountain of life, and like the free cypress tree hast
flourished in this garden. Therefore, like unto the nightingale
at dawn, raise thy voice in thanksgiving for this bounty in the
garden of praise.

Through the grace of Baha, I cherish the hope of boundless
gifts for thee. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09644

To: Aga Mirza Husayn Aga Mulla ’Ali, in Tihran

Do not pursue this matter now. Let it remain unspoken of for
the present - it will be properly resolved later.

Regarding the purchase of the shrine and tomb of His Holiness
Manshadi, complete and thorough instructions were given to
Jinab-i-Aqa Ahmad. However, he said that he would undertake
the purchase of the land after his journey, as he is now planning
to travel to Europe. If he were to take action now, it would
not be done in a fitting manner.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09359

AB09437

To: Fathullah, in Vazirabad

O Fath! You have recently gained a portion from the ocean
of bounty and received an undoubted share from the invisible
Kingdom. You have kindled in your heart a fire from the flame
of Moses and burned away the veil of self and desire. Like a
pearl you have been nurtured in the embrace of the shell of
the love of God, and like a flourishing sapling you have sought
beauty in the stream of the knowledge of God. This is the gift
of the Sovereign of the highest realm and the bestowal of the
Crown-Bearer of the hidden world. And the Glory be upon
you.

S s cral pad 25 f e
e b it e oS
Frod G 3 e Fon sy s P o o
Gasn ) co G BT 45 dlays O
Come sl 2 B 580 U O s 3L
e Sl Carge k] G il A
Se Tl 5 Ol Ol Sl 2z 4 YL

YBN.038b

AB09359

To: Daughters of Mulla Ali, in Yazd

O two daughters of that martyr in the path of God! When at
dawn you raise your voices in praise of the All-Merciful Lord,
say:

O Lord! O Forgiver! Through Your grace and ‘He singles out
for His mercy whomsoever He pleases’, You made these two
handmaidens related to that dear one of the Egypt of martyr-
dom and placed the crown of glory upon their heads. There-
fore, O Kind God, keep us firm and steadfast in the Covenant
and Testament that we may become the cause of his joy and
delight.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09365

AB09348

To: Khursand, Surush et al., in Yazd

O ye two radiant stars! Your letter was read and brought
joy and delight, for it was a sign of the love of that Traceless
Beloved and a reflection of the light of the luminous Moon in
the heaven.

The stars appear at times and are hidden at others, but the
Stars of the East of God have ever been and shall forever re-
main shining and resplendent. This is the bounty of God and
the gift of the All-Merciful Lord.

May your hearts and souls be gladdened!
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AB09365

To: Khursand, Surush et al., in Yazd

O ye two worshippers of the One True God!

Praise be to God that ye have become detached from the
stranger and have joined with the One Familiar Friend. Ye
have adorned your hearts and souls with the love of the Lord
and through wisdom have found deliverance and salvation from
ignorance. Now is the time for you to manifest such joy and
gladness as to bring delight and happiness to the angels of
heaven. May your souls be well pleased!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09171

AB09164

To: Liga wife of Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd

O handmaid of God! Aqga Tahir, that brilliant light of the love
of God, mentioned you in a letter to one of the friends and
requested that this missive be written. Today a bounty hath
been ordained from the horizon of the favors of the Ancient
Beauty for the handmaids who are firm in the Covenant that
is beyond description. We hope that the rays of that light may
be manifest and evident upon thy countenance with the utmost
brilliance, and that thou mayest become a dawning-place of the
effulgences of the bounty of the All-Merciful Lord.
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AB09171

To: Mother of Ali Akbar, in Yazd

O handmaiden! Lift thy suppliant hands and beseech at the
holy threshold of God, the Self-subsisting, and say: O My God!
Thou hast vouchsafed such grace and bounty that the world of
darkness hath become illumined with the moon of guidance.

Weak women have become champions in the field and have
won precedence over the religious leaders of this age. These
women have attained, while those leaders have been disap-
pointed. This is naught but through Thy grace and boun-
ties, for Thou choosest through Thy mercy whomsoever Thou
willest.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09379
AB09308

To: Muhammad Tahir Malmiri, in Yazd

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg b !

> Thy wonderful letter was received. News of the ascension and
passing of the handmaiden of God, the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting - the mother of the martyrs - has caused grief
to encompass me. With a burning heart and weeping eyes, I
offered a prayer at the Threshold of Oneness for that loving
mother. It is enclosed with this letter. Recite it in the gather-
ings of the friends. It is hoped that through the confirmation
of the Glorious Lord, all thy needs shall be fulfilled.
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AB09379

To: Rustam Khursand, in Yazd

O Rustam! Your namesake became renowned throughout
the horizons for physical courage. You must become known
throughout the world for spiritual valor and detachment.

The strength of body and physical might can at most over-
come a hundred men, but the power of spirit and vigor of soul
can capture and possess whole worlds. And this captivity is
freedom, and these chains are sovereignty. This state of being
overcome is the very essence of grace, and these conquests are
the cause of prosperity.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09313
AB09400

To: Surush Khursand, in Yazd

O Surush! S &

> The Herald of the hidden world calleth thee and giveth thee
the glad-tidings that, O thou who bearest this name, praise
be to God that thou hast attained success in this world and,
God willing, thou shalt be the recipient of the favors of the
Lord in every world. Be confident in the bounty of the All-
Merciful Lord and be ever mindful of the remembrance of the
All-Bountiful Beauty. Think day and night how thou mayest
render some service at the Sacred Threshold.
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AB09313

To: Surush son of Khudadad, in Yazd

O Persian soul! The radiance of the Persians had set for a
time in the west of forgetfulness, but now it hath risen again
from the east of the Creator’s grace with a new splendor and
boundless grandeur, manifesting such might and majesty that
it hath illumined the horizons and set all creation in motion.
Every tongue hath been moved to praise, and all hearts have
been stirred to excitement.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB12653
AB09217

To: Ustad Muhammad Hasan Kaffash Fadai, in Zanjan

O servant of the Threshold! RIEMENAIPY

> A joyous feast has been spread and a banquet of tribulation
has been arranged with the utmost order and perfection. And
‘Abdu’l-Baha is intoxicated at this feast, a wine-worshipper
with the cup of bounty in hand. How great must be thy thanks-
giving that thou hast become the recipient of such favors!

Thy services to the loved ones of God are clear and evident,
and likewise the labors of thy wife are accepted. I beseech God
that He may grant assistance and bestow His favors.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12653

To: Malik (Khayrul-Qura), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)

O King! Be thou a guide to every seeker in the divine dominion,
that thou mayest become a sovereign in the kingdom of mystic
knowledge and a monarch in the realm of certitude. Through
thy kingly qualities, become a ruler in the world of the spirit,
and through thy royal attributes, become an intermediary for
the diffusion of the revelation of the All-Merciful. These two
distinctions are among the greatest bounties of the Lord of
Oneness. God willing, thou shalt be confirmed and assisted in
attaining both. And upon thee be the Glory.

Convey My greetings to the assured leaf, the handmaiden of
God Daji’, and likewise to the noble descendant.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

ABO09677

AB09488

To: Mulla Muhammad Hasan (Khayrul-Qura), in Zirak (Khayr-Ul-Qura)

O hearer of the Call! Although outwardly thou art prevented
from hearing, yet praise be to God that thou art a keen listener
to the Call of the Most Glorious Beauty and the voice of the
Concourse on High.

An ear is needed that can hear the song of the celestial herald;
otherwise, in terms of this physical ear, even the rabbit shares
it with man. As the poet hath said: “Sell the donkey’s ear and
acquire another ear.”

Praise be to the Lord, the Self-Subsisting, that thou hast found
the hearing ear and attained the power of spiritual hearing in
the divine Kingdom. And upon thee be glory.
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AB09677

To: Mahmud Shirazi, in Eqypt

O my Lord and my Hope! O Forgiver of sins! O Remover of
afflictions! O Concealer of faults! I implore Thy forgiveness
for Thy handmaiden who hath returned unto Thee, and drawn
nigh unto Thee, and presented herself before Thee in humility
and submissiveness, in fear of Thy chastisement, thirsting for
the sweet waters of Thy grace.

> O Lord! Strip from her the garment of sins and clothe her
in the robes of forgiveness through Thy mercy, O Knower of
the unseen and Concealer of faults! Verily, Thou art the Ever-
Forgiving, the Merciful, the Forgiving, the Generous.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB12650

AB09471

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Ali Tabrizi (Egypt)

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Despite a hundred thou-
sand occupations and difficulties, I have remembered thee and
set myself to write this letter, that thou mayest know how cher-
ished thou art. I beseech from the Court of the Most High that
thy desires may be fulfilled and thy hopes realized.

2 The greatest of hopes is servitude at the Holy Threshold. God
willing, may both thou and I be assisted to attain this - this is
supreme bounty and profound favor.

Look not to present conditions, but rather to the future out-
come. And God is the Confirmer, the Helper.
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AB12650

To: Mirza Abu’l-Qasim Gulistanih, in Eqypt

...He is God! My God, my God! This is a servant who hath
turned with his whole being toward the Dawning-Place of
lights, the Day-Spring of divine traces, and the Source of
mysteries. Ordain for me and him sacrifice in the field of
self-surrender, steadfastness in loyalty, independence from
all else save Thee, orientation toward Thee, reliance upon
Thee, and martyrdom in Thy presence. By Thy glory! This
is the ultimate hope and supreme aspiration of my heart,
O Thou Lord of glory and perfection! Verily, Thou art the
All-Glorious, the Most High.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09671

AB09286

To: Khusraw Parsi, in India

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! For some time no glad
tidings, like the breeze from the rose-garden of love, have ar-
rived from thee, and the nostrils of the longing ones have not
been perfumed by the fragrance from the soul-garden of the
friends. Do thou by all means write, for we await the arrival
of good news from India.

Be thou not sorrowful or grieved, for in the world of heaven,
in the gathering-place of the Beloved, we shall become inti-
mate companions and confidants. There, reunion is eternal
and meeting everlasting.

3 In any case, convey the greetings of the longing ones to all the
friends. I have written this letter in my own hand, that thou
mayest be delivered from sorrow and anxiety. And upon thee
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09671

To: Unknown, in Iran

True friend! Perfect contentment hath been obtained from
your honour, for you are engaged in thoughts of strengthening
the Cause of God and exalting the Word of God.

In these days a wonderful receptivity hath been produced in
Iran and throughout the world. The time must be regarded
as precious, and opportunity must not be lost. Therefore the
Hands of the Cause of God must devote all their time to teach-
ing.

Ere long the victory of the Kingdom will appear beyond all
expectation, and “thou shalt see men enter the religion of God
in troops” will be fulfilled. Convey my longing greetings to
each and every one of the friends.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09151
AB12660

To: Ali Asghar Shirazi, in Palestine

O thou whose breath is fragrant with musk! w:u oS SNy

> Once again thou hast come to visit this exile, and donned
the pilgrim’s garb to circumambulate the gathering-place of
the Concourse on High, and hast been blessed with this great
honor. Thou hast laid thy head at the luminous Threshold
and received a supreme gift. Return now to Tihran and strive
unceasingly in service to ‘Azizu’llah Khan, for service to him
is service unto Me, and in the sight of ‘Abdu’l-Baha he is very
dear indeed.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.

Sk el 5 el o)l ol O 6)lss
76 e 2 s etn o S Sl
S Sy 3y ool slyg Famm g AS
Coads 355 oS Olgb 4 f oy o (Blo g
sb Ceds Ly Ol e Ol Al e
Dbt 2pe sldlde 55 4 5 G Cads
xF

;[1;’.”_} 3;;3\ ;§.;lc} K

INBA85:136

AB09151

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Palestine

O Ardeshir! Praise be to God that from all directions unlimited
divine confirmations are evident and heavenly favors have en-
compassed the Persians. They must appreciate this and show
gratitude.

> Since in recent times some have become somewhat proud and
have attributed this blessing and bounty to their own wis-
dom and efforts, therefore confusion has appeared so that they
might awaken to realize that after their utter abasement, this
honor and blessing was due to the grace and favor of the
Blessed Beauty.

Therefore now they must show gratitude.
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AB09662

AB09473

To: Abbas Ali Imadabads

O thou who art turned toward the Truth! Say: “The Truth
has come and falsehood has vanished away; verily falsehood is
ever bound to vanish.”

Look not at the beginning; consider the end. Christ was cru-
cified, the Prince of Martyrs was slain and plundered and His
people taken captive. But observe now how these two illustri-
ous ones shine forth manifest and resplendent from the hori-
zon of might and power, while the obstinate Jews and Yazid
are abased, overthrown, despised, rejected, condemned and
wrapped in the severest torment and veils.
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AB09662

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Amin, regarding the letter that was written and sent in refu-
tation of the calumnies of the people of Najaf, with instructions
that its contents be disseminated among the friends - it appears
that the followers of Yahya have infiltrated among the believ-
ers and are gathering intelligence which they transmit abroad
with a thousand embellishments. This letter of refutation will,
God forbid, fall into the hands of the Yahya’is and they will
send it to Najaf with a thousand additions. You must abso-
lutely, most absolutely keep it under lock and key so that it
does not fall into anyone’s hands, even those of acquaintances.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09147

AB09330

To: Abu’l-Qasim Bayda

O radiant one! The Exalted One, the Primal Point - may my
spirit be a sacrifice unto Him - became the target of the arrow
of cruelty, and the Blessed Beauty - may my life be a sacrifice
for His loved ones - ascended to the Supreme Concourse.

After these two momentous events, we should no longer be
disturbed by any occurrences. Whatever may happen, even if
all of us who are in the Holy Precincts should be cut to pieces,
you must, together with all the loved ones of God, engage in
work and service and be filled with joy and gladness, for praise
be to God, we have attained the bounty of sacrifice.
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AB09147

To: Ali Ihsan Baghdadi

O Ihsan! In the Qur’an it is said: “Is the reward of goodness
aught but goodness?” Despite this, why art thou abashed?
Rather thou shouldst be joyous and glad.

Praise be to God that beneath the shade of the grace and
loving-kindness of the Most Great Unity, thou art the recipient
of the favors of the Beauty of the Desired One and accepted at
the sacred threshold of the Lord, the Worshipped One.

Convey the greetings and kindness of ‘Abdu’l-Baha to thy
brother Zia Effendi, and likewise to Husayn Igbal Effendi. It
is hoped through ancient grace that all may be successful in
all their affairs.

Convey my greetings to the assured and steadfast handmaiden
of God, thy mother.
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AB09585

AB09320

To: Ali Rida Khan (Shiraz)

O thou who string together pearls of poetry!

The flowing verses of Aga Mirza Ali Akbar were read. They
were elegant, sweet and sugary, eloquent, articulate and pleas-
ing. But to ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the honey of servitude is more de-
lightful.

As much as thou canst, compose quintains of servitude, sex-
tains of submissiveness, and octaves of pure effacement and
nothingness, for like the fatted fowl of Paradise they are deli-
cious and tasty, provided no other dish is mixed therewith.
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AB09585

To: Ammih Jans

O guided leaf!

Amatu’l-Baha has written that you are intoxicated with the
cup of guidance and are in the utmost joy and delight from
the wine of “Am I not your Lord?” The Greatest Holy Leaf
brought that letter with the utmost gladness and joy and said
smilingly that this leaf has testified and they say she is among
the relatives.

I hope for the grace and favor of the Blessed Beauty that all
the relatives may enter beneath the shade of the Blessed Tree.
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AB09715

AB09156

To: Aqa Asadullah

O Asadu’llah! Consider the grace and bounty of the Ancient
Beauty and the Most Great Name, that while a hundred thou-
sand mujtahids and monks and countless scholars and learned
ones of the world remain deprived, thou art admitted to the
intimate mysteries of the Kingdom. Praise be to God that
thou hast attained unto the recognition of the Worshipped
One, achieved faith in the Promised Beauty, and reached the
circling point of those who move in both the visible and invisi-
ble realms. Therefore render thanks for this mighty grace and
manifest triumph. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB09715

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Bagir

1 O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Kingdom of Holi-
ness! I address thee from this sacred and blessed realm while
thou art in that most distant land, and I say: Loose the reins
of thy tongue in praise of thy Lord, the All-Merciful, and give
thanks unto God for this mighty favor in that He hath guided
thee to the straight path and the right way. Increase at every
moment in the bounty of thy Ancient Lord.

2 And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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AB09226

AB09425

To: Agqa Muhammad Rida

O sugar-breaking parrot! The refined sugar and the noble
Egyptian candy are abundant. Give glad tidings to the parrots
and joyous news to the sweet-tongued ones that the market of
sugars is thriving and the confectioners’ shops are open, with
continuous scattering of sweets. Yet the crows crave bones and
the owls desire the insects of ruins. Therefore you, who are a
divine Indian parrot, take your share of this refined sugar and
partake of this soul-nourishing sweetness. The mine of this
candy is the divine city and the realm of the All-Merciful.
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AB09226

To: Aqa Rashid Parsi (Pilgrim)

O Persian servant of God! Praise be to God that the Persians
are pilgrims at the threshold and the Zoroastrians are near to
the court of the Lord God.

Among the Persians, you arose to fulfill the covenant and tes-
tament of Zoroaster, hearkened to His glad-tidings, hastened
along the straight path, and attained to your goal. The pure
soul of that heavenly spirit in the supreme horizon is well-
pleased and content with you, and at every moment offers pro-
found praise. If ears were opened, that voice would be heard.
May your soul be happy!
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AB09259

AB09406

To: Aqa Shaykh Abbas

O namesake of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! If thou seekest the essence of
numbers, lay hold of the hem of the True One, for all num-
bers are powerless and wanting, but the True One is effective,
mighty and penetrating. As far as thou art able, make manifest
among the peoples the mysteries of the True One, which is the
eternal bounty, that thou mayest obtain the greatest talisman
and seek the most honored square, and in that moment thou
shalt gain mastery over the world of contingent being.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09259

To: Aqa Siyyid Hasan

O servant of the Court of the Most Glorious Beauty! Enter
beneath the shade of the Divine Word and inhale the gentle
breeze wafting from the direction of divine favors.

I swear by the Educator of the seen and the unseen that such
a fragrant and perfumed breeze is blowing and ascending that
with a single passing it could perfume the world and transform

the realms of existence into a rose garden of crimson flowers.

But what benefit is there when the sense of smell is impaired
and beings are afflicted?

The complete remedy lies in remaining firm in the Covenant
and Testament. And peace be upon you.
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AB09153

AB09720

To: Aga Surush Dihgan

O my God! T traveled through wildernesses and crossed seas
until I reached the realm of light, where I became a resident at
Thy threshold and sought shelter in Thy court.

O Lord! Forgive my sins and awaken my heart and soul. Grant
me steadfastness and fling open the gates of the highest Par-
adise. Make me as a peacock of the realms above and bestow
upon me resplendent wings. Render me Thy long-standing
servant and adorn me with the attributes of firmness and con-
stancy, that I may arise to serve Thee, suffer patiently in Thy
love, and sing sweet songs in Thy praise.

3 Thou art the Bestower, the All-Loving, and Thou art the For-
giver of all sins.
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AB09153

To: Ardishir Namdar

O Ardishir! The renowned ones of the world found no remedy
for their pain and applied no balm to their wounds. Finally,
with utmost regret, they hastened from this world to the next.

2 But the renowned ones of God gained profit and were deliv-
ered from loss and detriment, and attained to the hidden trea-
sure, for they sought neither name nor fame nor attachment.
Through purity, freedom and humility they became so cele-
brated throughout all regions that they turned into the stars
of dawn.

And upon thee be greeting and praise.
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AB09276

AB09158

To: Attar, Shams-i-Jahan et al.

O handmaidens of the All-Merciful! Raise your hands in sup-
plication to the court of the Self-Sufficient Lord, saying: “O
peerless Lord! Thou art holy and sanctified. Thou art com-
passionate and kind. Thou art the Succourer and the Helper.
Grant these helpless ones a shelter beneath Thy protection,
and in the stronghold of Thy safeguarding and care, preserve
these lowly ones from the evil of the people of hypocrisy. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Preserver, the Almighty, the Powerful, the
All-Potent.”
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AB09276

To: Bahram Gushtasb

O Bahram! Peace and tranquility of heart come through love
for the Lord, and joy and gladness of soul through love for God
Almighty. Praise be to God that a ray has struck the heart and
brought gladness to the soul.

Yet every gift must increase and progress day by day, for stag-
nation leads to decline. 1 beseech God that you may daily
increase in divine love and adorn your heart and soul with this
bounty. May your soul be happy!
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AB09223

AB09165

To: Baygum Sahib Abdu’l-Azimi

O handmaiden of God! A few days ago a letter was written to
you, and now another is being penned. Consider what bounties
have been and continue to be bestowed upon you. Whatever
you had petitioned for was beseeched at the Threshold of One-
ness. Be confident in the grace and gift of the Truth.

Convey to all the friends, both men and women, the Most Won-
drous and Most Glorious greetings. Express utmost longing to
Ziya’u’llah and Mirza ‘Abbas.
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AB09223

To: Binish Haqju

O thou servant of Baha! The letter which thou hadst written to
Aqa Siyyid Taqi was considered. From its contents and verses,
signs of supplication and imploration were evident. This spir-
itual melody attracts the outpourings of the All-Merciful and
brings about divine confirmations. Day and night, think about
teaching and travel to different regions. Among the tribes and
nomads spread the holy fragrances of the Glorious Lord so
that thou mayest witness universal confirmations. Upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB09574

AB09325

To: Dai Habibullah

O spiritual beloved! Though there are many in the world who
bear the name Habibu'llah (Beloved of God), yet all these
names are without reality and these titles are without meaning,
except for those souls who are the manifestations of the love
of the Ancient Beauty and have ecstasy in their hearts. Such
souls are the true beloved ones of God and are accepted at the
Divine Threshold.

Therefore, be grateful that in thy love for the Manifestation of
Reality thou art not following fancy, and in thy attraction to
the Dawning-Place of bounty thou art not ruled by greed and
avarice. And the Glory be upon thee, O Habibu’llah.
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AB09574

To: Darvishih from the people of Kaf-Ra

O pure and sanctified leaf! What consolation could be greater
than this, that that bird of faithfulness made its nest in the
branches of the Divine Lote-Tree, and that spiritual breeze re-
turned to the gardens of the All-Merciful. That drop found its
way to the Most Great Ocean, and that nightingale took wing
to the rose-garden of the Beloved and became the companion
and fellow-singer with the birds of holiness in the Paradise of
Heaven. Blessed is he who hath attained unto this mighty
triumph and manifest success.
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AB09641

AB09464

To: Dawlat Bihjat Mihraban

O bondmaid of God! Your name is Dawlat-Iran (Wealth of
Iran); may your desire be service to Iran. That is, seek a way
and path, strive for a character and disposition, and choose
manners and conduct that are as sweet as honey and sugar, so
that the secluded women of Iran may follow your example and
attain such chastity, virtue, purity, sanctity, freedom, nobility,
knowledge and wisdom as to become the cause of the eternal
glory of all the women of the world.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09641

To: Diya’iyyih Khanum daughter of Abdu’l-Baha

O thou enkindled leaf!

With a burning heart pray to the Kingdom of Glory by day
and by night, commune with Him, and beseech that He may
so enkindle thee from His lighted fire that thou mayest become
like unto a raging flame and bestir the hearts of the handmaid-
ens of God and enable them to gain detachment.

Such a station is attained only through absolute severance and
complete fervour. Strive then that thou mayest attain this
station.

For otherwise all else, whether high or low, shall pass away
and, even as a mere mirage fade away and vanish.
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AB09441

AB12098

To: Edwin Scott

O son of the Kingdom! The word “Scott” in Arabic means “to
silence,” but you are eloquent, articulate, fluent and knowing.
You are far from silence and quietude, and restless beyond
patience and stillness. How wonderful that your name is Scott
while your reality is expressive.

Indeed, through the power of proof you silence the objectors
until the spiritual realities and meanings become manifest and
evident. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09441

To: Firaydun Burzu

O Faridun! Your namesake became obscure - his name is
merely a word on tongues and lips, for his dominion was but
the governance of a handful of dust, and his rule was with-
out foundation. But now that the Sun of the celestial realm
has risen from the horizon of Iran, the names of those ancient
monarchs have been renewed and revived. Faridun has found
glory, Jamshid’s worth has become manifest, Khusraw has at-
tained sovereignty, and Nushirvan has become sweet-spirited.
This was through the grace of the Lord God.

2 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09439

AB09467

To: Furud Rustam Qasimabadi

O captive of the face of the Peerless Beloved! Your letter ar-
rived and its mystery, like the rays of dawn from the East,
shone forth from the horizon of the heart. The soul became
joyous and the heart was freed from grief.

I truthfully say that today the Persians have lit a lamp in the
gathering of the friends and have burned away the veils, such
that the radiant sun from the East of the Iranians has shone
upon others. As has been seen and heard, the Persian youth
became the guide for the Arab elder, and the Zoroastrian child
made a group heavenly. May your soul be happy.
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AB09439

To: Furugh Bassari

O Furugh! I have absolutely no time, but as Jinab-i-Bassar
has requested this letter, I have no choice but to take up the
pen and write, for he is near to the Sacred Threshold and dear
and respected in the presence of ‘Abdu’llah.

Follow thou in his footsteps and become captive to the chain
of the love of God. Engage in service day and night so that
thou mayest be exalted in both worlds and wear the ring of
servitude in thine ear.
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AB09262

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin

O servant of Rida! A response was previously written and sent. ,g.sf 08, U ) Gl Loy *ody (<!
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AB12658

To: Ghulam-Ali Rashti
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AB09449

AB09138

To: Ghulam-Rida Khan

O My God, my God! This is a servant who has turned toward
the Kingdom of Thy mercy, who has placed his trust in the
heaven of Thy oneness, who has found solace in the fire kindled
in the Tree of Thy unity, and who has been quickened by the
spirit of communion beneath the shade of Thy divine Word.

O Lord! Make firm his steps in Thy Cause, expand his breast
through Thy light, gladden his spirit through Thy victories,
spread through him Thy remembrance, cause him to speak
forth Thy praise, attire him in the robe of sincerity in Thy
Cause, and admit him into the garden of immortality through
Thy grace.

Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Kind, the Generous, the Mer-
ciful.
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AB09449

To: Gulchir Shahriyar wife of Jamshid Baghban

O handmaiden of God! Jinab-i-Jamshid is with us and is occu-
pied as gardener in the Garden of Paradise, which for several
years was the place honored by the presence of the Blessed
Beauty. Give thanks for this bounty and grace, and be happy
and joyful that he is an accepted servant at the Divine Thresh-
old, engaged in service, striving day and night, and deserving
of favor and bestowal.

Convey greetings to all the handmaidens of God. May the
Lord make them pleased and content.
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AB09683

AB09476

To: Haji Ghaffar Tabrizi

O thou who art turned unto the Supreme Kingdom! From the
continuous bounty of the Almighty Lord, I so earnestly beseech
that gifts may appear like successive torrential rain - and this
is not difficult for His grace.

O thou servant of the Most Great Name and the Ancient
Beauty! Be thou happy, for thou art gathered beneath the
shade of the providence of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting,
and through special favor art firm in thy love for the explicitly
designated Servant. Give thanks unto God for this bounty and
generosity.

3 And upon thee be glory.
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AB09683

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq

The confidant of the divine retreat and trustee of the treasuries
of heavenly mysteries is one who is the chief of those who at-
tain their desires, who is the center of divine inspiration and
the gathering place of human virtues and perfections. Such a
person is divinely supported and divinely assisted, the embod-
iment of justice and the personification of reason.

The hosts of divine confirmation have a vast arena before them,
and the light of the Sun of Truth has a wondrous dawning-
place. Therefore all eyes are ever expectant that from that
star of felicity the lights of bounty may shine forth, and that
the steed of success may race in the field of the All-Merciful,
that they may become the manifestations of the signs of divine
unity and the dawning-place of the star of confirmation.

Peace be upon you.
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AB09329

AB09342

To: Husayn Ali son of Ali Nur (Isfahan)

O successor of that blessed predecessor! That predecessor was
a sign of the All-Merciful and a banner of the Lord God.

It is hoped that this successor may become a mercy to the
friends and a bounty and heavenly sustenance, so that the
branch may follow the root and the son may embody the mys-
tery of his father.

May he bestow the fragrance of rose-water and the bejeweled
branch may yield fruit. May the hearts of the friends become
joyous and glad and the hearts of the loved ones be companions
of happiness.
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AB09329

To: Husayn son of Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz

O Husayn, may souls be sacrificed for your name!

This honored name was, in the Dispensation of the Furqan, a
banner raised for the Wronged One, and in this Dispensation
it is the first element of the Greatest Name. Observe how
blessed it is! Although outwardly it is the diminutive of Hasan,
in reality it is the Sun of the horizon of grandeur and majesty.
All names circle round this name, and all attributes are derived
from this word.

Reflect, that thou mayest know the mysteries of God, the
Almighty, the All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting!
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AB09401

AB09474

To: Inayatullah Samandari

O thou who art turned towards God! Thou hast entered be-
neath the shadow of the Divine Word and hast dawned forth
with manifest lights from the Dayspring of the love of God.
Know thou, therefore, the worth of these favors and arise to
praise the Beauty of the All-Merciful. Say: O Sun of the high-
est heaven! O manifest Light of the supreme horizon! Shed
Thy constant rays upon the private chamber of my heart, that
I may ever be the companion of the vision of Thy lights and al-
ways be mindful of the remembrance of Thy Most Great Name.
Thou art verily the Generous, Thou art verily the Merciful, O
Thou the Possessor of great bounty!
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AB09401

To: Jalal Dhabih

O descendant of that sacrifice upon the altar of love! Would
that thou mightest become, like unto that ascending Tree, a
branch thereof, and like Zacharias and John, become one con-
cerning whom it was said “Grant me from Thyself an heir who
shall inherit from me and inherit from the House of Jacob, and
make him, O my Lord, one with whom Thou art well pleased.”
May this be confirmed and made manifest.

And may the Glory rest upon thee and upon every descendant
who reviveth the standards of his peerless grandfather.
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AB09597

AB09228

To: Jamshid Kayqubad (Qasimabad)

O thou servant of the Abha Beauty!

> They say that Jamshid possessed a world-reflecting cup, and
some maintain it was a goblet adorned with precious jewels.
When one drank from that cup, like a whale in the ocean would
one surge and cry out from the joy of its wine. Although that
cup brought joy and gladness and was the cause of delight and
bliss, yet its exhilaration lasted but a moment and its ocean
was but a dewdrop. This divine cup, however, is filled to over-
flowing with the wine of inner meanings, and its exhilaration
endureth forever.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09597

To: Jamshid Khudadad Farsi

O longtime friend! The religion of Jamshid was one of truth-
fulness, friendship, good nature and goodness. For a brief time
that religion held sway upon the earth, but after a short while
it was forgotten.

Beseech thou God that thou mayest adopt a religion that is
heart-appealing and sweet, which is the essence of the manifest
Faith. And that is this: that thou mayest become a mercy from
the Lord and a gift from the Creator, and through word and
deed bestow life upon the world of humanity.

3 May thy soul be happy!
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AB09323

AB09317

To: Jamshid Mihraban

O Jamshid! The Cup of Jamshid hath come round again and
hath become the Mirror of Alexander. It bestoweth the wa-
ter of life and maketh manifest heavenly joy. The throne of
Jamshid ultimately became unfortunate and is now a place of
warning to mankind. Seek thou a throne that shall be an eter-
nal seat, and pursue a crown that shall shine like unto a lamp.
That throne is the station of steadfastness, and that crown is
the pearls of love and knowledge. May thy soul be happy!
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AB09323

To: Javanmard Gushtasb

O thou who art a true gentleman! Be thou a man of the world.
How often it hath come to pass that a single person represen-
teth a thousand souls. Every soul that is firm in the Faith
of God prevaileth in human perfections over thousands. One
brilliant jewel excelleth a thousand pieces of rock, and one
illumined heart is preferable to a thousand darkened hearts.
Therefore one pure soul is equal to a world of men.

I hope that thou wilt attain to this station. May thy soul be
happy!
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AB09682

AB09667

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

Praise be to Him Who has shone forth and appeared, Who
has manifested Himself and spoken, Who has ordained and
made possible, Who has permitted and allowed every luminous
essence and divine reality to receive the outpouring from the
rain-clouds of His mercy, to roar like lions in the thickets of
His bounty, to swim like fish in the pools of His grace, and to
warble like nightingales in the gardens of His loving-kindness.

And may the light shining from the Most Glorious Horizon
encompass and surround the Ultimate Lote-Tree, the Tree firm
in root, lofty in branch, continuous in flower, perpetual in fruit,
and its family and leaves and fruits.
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AB09682

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

The likeness of a goodly word is as a goodly tree, whose root
is firmly fixed, and its branches reach to heaven.

Know thou that when virtuous character and refined manners
- which are widespread and well-known throughout all regions
- are combined with noble lineage, this constitutes a universal
divine relationship and a luminous spiritual reality. In such
case the branch corresponds to the root in all conditions and
circumstances, and the part accords with the whole in all de-
grees and mysteries. Then it becomes manifest, clear as the
sun at high noon, that grace extends its effects perpetually,
and that the light emanating from the Sun of Reality illumines
both stars and moons.
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AB09166

AB09221

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Hadi Dawlatabadi

O servant of Baha! Wealth and prosperity do not consist in
worldly goods but rather in generosity and excellence of soul.
In other words, he who finds the true layers of gold and discov-
ers the Supreme Treasure of the Blessed Beauty in the divine
mines is indeed the one who will be rich in both worlds and
prosperous in the highest heaven.

Sorrow not because of thy poverty for thou shalt attain all
dignity, nor be grieved for thy destitution for thou shalt obtain
true wealth. Do not dwell on thy humiliation for thou shalt be
confirmed and assisted from on high.

3 And the Glory be upon the people of Glory.
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AB09166

To: Khadijih Sabbagh

O handmaiden of God! When thou beholdest the hosts of
women in the world, how like successive waves they set foot in
this world and troop by troop take the path to the realm of
nothingness, neither fruit nor trace remaineth of them, neither
benefit nor tidings, save for those leaves who enter beneath the
shade of the Divine Lote-Tree and adorn the horizon of their
hearts with the light of the morn of guidance.

These leaves rise from the horizon of glory and shine forth like
luminous lamps in the glass of the Kingdom.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09591

AB09335

To: Khudadad Ardishir Tafti

O God, O Bestower of Grace! Forgive Khodadad and make
Firuzih victorious. Make these two pure souls radiant and
render them joyous and delighted in the realm of the celestial
spheres.

O Lord! They have been freed from the world of dust and have
taken refuge in Thee. It beseemeth Thy Lordship to forgive
the sinner, and it befitteth Thy glory to pardon every captive.

I seek forgiveness and implore pardon for transgressions, and
I beg for abundant grace. Thou art the Kind One, Thou art
the Merciful One, and Thou art the Gracious One.
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AB09591

To: Mah Sultan

O faithful and successful leaf! There is a tale about you and
a story which tells that Mah-Sultan was in the cave of secu-
rity and in the utmost comfort of heart and soul. Then she
became distracted by the countenance of the true Beloved and
disheveled by the locks of the divine Joseph. She became dis-
traught and wandering. If this is so, it is fitting that you are
bewildered and passion-filled, lost and madly in love.

“In the book of those who are mad with love, they begin with
my name,

Though before this I was chief among the wise ones.”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3 3ls B W Gl aF b awse tdy, (o
55 0l o s Olakeole 8 & 8 s,
65 OLa, dm Ol 5 s Coly il 4o
Al Caeg g il 5 A8 A o
ST OISy wadl 5 al Oble 5w g

JL;‘J}"’AJ M“‘/ﬂfw»' A CM‘LL‘;T
Iy dly kS

WL o ol 31 Ol g *anls s

abls 83 03y f\ O

MKT6.176, MSHR3.229

259


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-419.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-176.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH3/mash3-231.html

V]

3

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09532

AB09343

To: Mihdi Khattat Shirazi

O Calligrapher! This world of being is an inscribed book and
an unfurled scroll. If thou art able, write with majestic pen
upon this contingent page the praises and attributes of the
Blessed Beauty, and record in the mighty tablet of creation
unique odes and the qualities of the Most Great Luminary,
that thou mayest behold the Preserved Tablet and witness the
inscriptions of the Mother Book.

These lines are deeds and actions, ways and words and conduct.
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AB09532

To: Mihraban Bahram Ushturi

O Mihraban! In this Baha'’i Dispensation, kindness, mercy and
loving-kindness are among the fundamental principles of the
divine teachings. Be good-natured and cheerful, sweet-scented
and attractive, truthful in speech - these are the requirements
of kindness.

Be as a son to the elderly, a father to the youth, and a brother
to your peers. The purpose is that you should seek with heart
and soul the comfort and well-being of all people, and pursue
the joy and happiness of humanity.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09430

AB09422

To: Mirza Asadullah

O thou who seekest the seat of truth! Turn thy face toward the
Abha Kingdom and supplicate to the Concourse on High: “O
Thou bountiful Lord! Cover our faults, bestow upon us Thy
freely-given grace and endless forgiveness. Open our eyes and
attune our ears to mysteries, that in this mighty Dispensation
the signs of divine unity may be embodied and the reality of de-
tachment may be realized. For such heavenly bounty befitteth
this luminous cycle.”
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AB09430

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Bagi

O ‘Abdu’l-Baqi! Whatsoever thou beholdest in the realm of
existence is transient, and whomsoever thou findest dwelling
beneath the extended shade is steadfast and enduring. For
they have entered beneath the shade of His countenance and
have been admitted into the paradise of His grace. “All things
are perishable except His Face.”

Therefore, strive thou as much as thou canst to attain unto ev-
erlasting life, and don the robe of existence in the divine King-
dom, and become intimate with the denizens of the Supreme
Concourse, that thou mayest receive fresh inspiration in every
moment.
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AB12641

AB09666

To: Mirza Ali Ashraf Lahijani Andalib

The missive of the esteemed Andalib has been received and
its contents noted. The intention is that by whatever means
and methods possible, due consideration must be shown to
all souls. You are unaware of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s circumstances -
“If thou hadst been severe and harsh-hearted they would have
dispersed from round about thee.”

In any case, may the advent of this blessed and praiseworthy
child be auspicious in both the visible and invisible realms of
existence. Undoubtedly it will be a source of blessing, and his
name in the Kingdom shall be the servant of the Desired One,
meaning ‘Abdu’l-Baha, and among the people ‘Abdu’l-‘Ali.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.

W gstie By e B3y e O
s S i) sgie g s Speine
R e
I3 ol s ldlae dl ) e s b |,
S e [1sasV] D e U oo
3y 33 2k 2% 5 Shle 25 a8 )l
5 ol Clans ol n ey o Loy
G dpate O fody O S0s 55 el
e Bl 5o 5 s le

5 1) Sl

INBAR&7:594b, INBA52:633, MMK64#081

AB12641

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

My God, my God! This is Thy poor servant - make him a
herald unto his kinsmen, and a warner unto those who follow
the people of violation and passion, and a piercing flame unto
the violator of the Covenant, and a cutting sword against the
roots of doubts raised by the hypocrites.

O Lord! Cause the fountain of Thy knowledge to flow from
his tongue, and make the springs of wisdom to gush forth from
his heart through Thy grace. Guide through him those who
are near of kin, through Thy aid and might. Make him speak
forth Thy praise, strengthen his back through Thy power, and
make him a guiding star unto Thy Kingdom.

Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Ancient.
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AB09699

To: Mirza Baba

1 O thou who art loved by God - and the proof of this is His N:;,L;La A8 s e Ols I 5 4l 4:;-\ L
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AB09410

To: Mirza Buzurg Afnan Alai

1 O branch of the Tree of Providence! What you had written was 43y 635¢ ¢, 4{1 Sl fo g 'CL: sl
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AB09640

AB12000

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib

The duty of his honor Adib is to persist in attending the Spir-
itual Assembly, and since he is a firm pillar, he must remain
steadfast and firm in whatever he observes to be truly in ac-
cordance with the Command of God. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

Although there is absolutely no time, and all the friends are
asleep in sweet slumber, it is now ten o’clock at night that I
am standing by the lamp busy writing. Still, with utmost love,
a brief letter was written to his honor Aqa Mirza Ibrahim -
please deliver it.
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AB09640

To: Mrs Afnan

O blessed leaf!

His honor the branch of the divine tree, Aqa Mirza ‘Abdu’l-
Vahhab, is now present at the Holy Shrine, having attained the
honor of visiting the Sacred Threshold. He prostrates himself
and bows down before the Qiblih of the Concourse on High,
and at all times he is occupied with your remembrance and
engaged in mentioning you. I hope that you too will attain
this honor in the future.

Praise be to God, you are a shoot of the Sacred Tree, and be-
neath the protecting shade of the Branch of the blessed, divine
and goodly Tree. You are a believer, assured, steadfast and
firm. Therefore render thanks unto God for this great bounty.
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AB09531

AB12656

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid

O thou who art confirmed! Despite lack of opportunity, scat-
tered thoughts, and poor condition, a brief reply to the ques-
tion has been written. Surely you will excuse [the brevity].

> According to what his honor Adib has stated, a dispute over
inheritance has arisen among the Afnan, upon them be the
Glory of God. This matter is a great cause of sorrow to the
heart of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. “And to God belongs the inheritance
of the heavens and earth, and ye have left behind what We
bestowed upon you.”

In any case, your honor must make an effort in this matter so
that this discord may be transformed into harmony. And upon
thee be Glory.
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AB09531

To: Muhammad Sitmsar Qazvini

O thou gentle soul that showeth kindness to the bereaved!
In truth thy services to the bereaved family of the martyrs
hath caused me untold happiness. Be assured that His holi-
ness Baha’'u’llah is content with thee. I too am content with
thee, and the sincere loved ones are grateful. It is hoped that
thou shalt witness with thine own eyes both immediate recom-
pense and spiritual reward in the future. Despite the pressure
of intensive work I have written this letter to thee that thou
mayest know how much, how greatly I am pleased with thee.
Convey my most glorious and most beauteous greetings to the
bereaved families of the two glorious martyrs.
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AB09688

To: Munirih Khanum

The letter adorned with the True One’s mention hath been
received. Praised be God that under divine favours ye are the
recipients of the greatest of all bounties.

From the day of arrival in Beirut until now the condition of my
health hath improved day by day until at present no trace of
illness remaineth. God willing, soon we shall attain that which
ye have attained.

I have explained the situation in detail in the letter I sent
to His Highness the Greater Branch. Therefore, no need is
there to repeat the same in this letter. Thou shalt certainly be
informed. Al-Baha be upon thee and peace.
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AB09487

To: Murvarid Bahram mother of Ardishir Khudadad

1 O Morvarid [Pearl]! Shine with intense brilliance and, like the g ol dsle 5 2 il Ol 415
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love of the Sun of Truth. This is a light that transformeth the

coarse pebble into a precious jewel, and changeth worthless
clay into a pearl of great price within a precious shell.
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AB12088

AB09486

To: Murvarid Rashid

O Morvarid! The April rain has fallen, and mountain, plain
and sea have beheld a new bounty. The rain of mercy bestows
life upon all created things, even unto the pearls within the
seashells of the sea which are connected to this boundless grace.
Experience has shown that the benefits of rain are not confined
to the desert - the sea too benefits from this bounty. In years
when there is no rain, even marine vegetation does not grow
and most sea creatures find no pasture. May your soul be

happy!
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AB12088

To: Nurud-Din Ukkash Chalabi (Antep)

My beloved dear friend, the flowing poetry that issued forth
from your gifted and explicit lover’s nature was a matchless
composition worthy of praise. It is clear and evident how out-
standing and exceptional it is in eloquence, rhetoric, and sweet-
ness. Those who read it experience a spiritual joy and divine
ecstasy.

When knowledge and insight, the light of faith, and love of
the All-Merciful unite in consciousness, the themes that spring
from the heart are inevitably sweet and the meanings colorful.

3 May my Lord confirm and assist you. Amin.
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AB09518

AB09181

To: Nusrat

O handmaid of God! The assured leaf made mention of thee in
this presence, and so this pen became engaged in thy remem-
brance and this letter was issued in thy name.

If thou openest the eye of thy soul and gazest upon the King-
dom of the Best-Beloved, thou wilt observe that this is a letter
of liberation whereby thou shalt gain admittance to the divine
Kingdom, and when thou takest flight from this dusty realm
of darkness to the luminous world, thou shalt hasten to the
private chamber of the Truth.

Therefore render thanks unto God that thou hast been ac-
cepted.
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AB09518

To: Relative of Ali Khan Naragqi

O ye who are related to him who hath attained the presence
of the Glorious Companion!

Although that well-favored one at the threshold of Grandeur
hath hastened unto the precincts of unsurpassed mercy, he
hath left you as a heritage to each of the friends of God. May
you become the cause of his remembrance, the enkindler of his
candle, and the irrigator of field of his hopes. Strive then that
his desires may become fully realized and manifested in all the
worlds of God.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09168

AB09443

To: Ruhullah Varqa

O thou who art near in time to having drunk milk! The effect
of the musk-scented pen - that sign of the love of God - was ob-
served. Indeed, in a short time thou hast made great progress,
and the observation of this great progress is a cause of joy and
gladness.

Thou must surely exert thy utmost effort so that day by day
it may become better and become a sign of the revelation and
bounty of the Supreme Pen in the world of calligraphy.

At all times news of thee should reach Us, and thou shouldst
give a detailed account of those whom thou hast taught. And
upon thee be glory.

Sen B M G e el S
5 e Al e ot oo (';)‘
o8 K &5 Ab oue s aiEklg
;UﬂW§ Gioo) tedalis
Casilesls

S0 b sl Jade ) e Sule b )
BE &‘rﬁuﬁe’w :}.4&.@ S5 e dax
355 L Jlo

ool 5 oy I o al Syl o s
So el (s 5 5 losst ks

AHB_ 132BE #07-08 p.81

AB09168

To: Ruqiyyih (Family of Haji Iman)

O maidservant of God! In the path of the Ancient Beauty, sac-
rifice your life and offer yourself as an oblation at the threshold
of the All-Merciful. Therefore, if you seek eternal life, become
a sacrifice, and if you desire endless existence, become effaced
and evanescent.

If you seek ancient glory, like the luminous leaf, the mother
of ‘Ali-Ashraf who was martyred in the path of God, endure
every tribulation in the divine path. This is the supreme glory,
this is the manifest bounty.
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AB12866

AB09376

To: Rustam Khudadad

O Rustam! The people of tyranny desired to overthrow the
divine ordinance. The divine champion, the Word of God,
entered the arena, routed the army of ignorance, and with the
rays of the Sun of Truth scattered the hosts of darkness. This
radiant effulgence shone forth like the dawn, and the celestial
Sun cast its rays. Day by day this light grows brighter and
the darkness of ignorance is dispelled. Eventually the light of
truth will fully illumine both East and West.

May your soul be happy!
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AB12866

To: Gabriel Sacy

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances wafted from the
Kingdom of God! 1 have intoned thy verses of thanksgiving
unto God for having confirmed thee through His mighty power
and quickened thee once again with a spiritual rebirth, illumin-
ing thine eyes to behold His most great signs. I beseech God to
make thee a noble example amidst all people, such that when
thou walkest, light may precede thee; that when thou sittest,
the earth itself may emulate thee; that when thou gazest, the
veils of idle fancy may be rent asunder before thy face; and
that when thou hearkenest, the songs of the birds of holiness
may enchant thee with their tunes, melodies, and rhythms.

As to thy presence here at this time, it would be unsuitable to
present circumstances and contrary to wisdom.

ADMS#355

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o o0

'&\u}ﬁbwuﬂ»\uwﬂu.&\wb

‘5}.4)\ JuM _L\M.cam_lﬁ.t L:\ :,I:).\e

’/
ca@r - cek 2 -

J)‘} 66]-\ 0/ 4.0-}) AJ)JL: oL4 JL’-’\j
S JUTS 5 mm S o

;
J}J\J LSM.C LSJ‘}HU'\J L o_}w\ Jsé
PR /) a/ PP

5 s cda..,u ua)Y\)\Jsj e oy

A N v s ors sor Ear v

ULW_JCMA Cg./\;u\)uu Qj.f- C\A}‘y\ ULS\-
~é\‘i‘5; (\*’U Ol & 0

P

AL I 30, VO $ e U

ADMS#355

270


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-324.html
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/tablet-abdul-baha-gabriel-sacy-1/
https://adibmasumian.com/translations/tablet-abdul-baha-gabriel-sacy-1/

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09405

AB09460

To: Sarvar Biman wife of Khusraw

O cherished handmaiden! Give thanks to God that under the
protecting shade of the dear ‘Abdu’l-Baha you have such a
loving Khusraw. Know well the worth of this kind person - he
is near to the threshold of God and brings joy to the friends. He
is honored in this court and approved and esteemed by ‘Abdu’l-
Baha. Night and day his thoughts are focused on serving the
Cause of God and diffusing the divine fragrances. Give thanks
to God, give thanks to God, that you were so fortunate and
blessed to become the companion of this bright star.
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AB09405

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar, fire-bird enkindled by the countenance of the
Beloved! May thy Lord assist thee to serve His Cause in all
circumstances and conditions.

> A detailed letter was sent in the previous post. Now too the
ocean of divine love hath surged and cast forth a wave, and
solely for the remembrance of thee and to express the reality
of love which is manifest and resplendent in the spirit and heart,
I have set down these few lines.

3 The enclosed letter is from Thurayya Khanum. And the spirit
and glory be upon thee and upon all the loved ones of God.
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AB12661

AB09128

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)

Although outwardly you are not present in the gathering of
nearness, in truth you are remembered and present in the pri-
vate chamber of hearts. You have not been and will not be
forgotten.

Exercise caution that no one, of whatever type of person, be
made sorrowful by you. Great moderation is necessary, and
likewise be vigilant and alert that no one should cause harm.

Warm and complete friendship with one of the pillars of the
embassy as well as with respected merchants is necessary, for
this accords with wisdom.

And peace be upon you.
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AB12661

To: Sister of Mirza Mumin

O handmaiden of God! Aqa Ghulam-‘Ali had mentioned you
in his writings, and I too have now taken up my pen in remem-
brance of you, that you may know you will never be forgotten.
Rather, you are present and remembered day and night, and
gathered beneath the shade of the Divine Word. And upon
you and upon every maidservant who remains firm in God’s
Covenant and Testament be the Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB09399

AB09748

To: Spiritual Assembly of Hoboken

O ye who are firm in the Covenant of the Self-Subsistent, Eter-
nal God!

Praise God with glad faces, for the favors ye have received
and for the gifts which have come successively to ye, for the
mercy which has preceded ye, for the blessings which have
been fulfilled, and for the gifts which have been assigned unto
ye. Verily, ye have attained unto that for which holy men and
spiritual women have earnestly longed.

Seize the opportunity and use your utmost energy to kindle
the fire of the love of God, to publish the knowledge of God,
to diffuse the Spirit of God, and the fragrances of the breath
of God, to cause the penetration of the Word of God.
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AB09399

To: Surush Furud Yaganagi

O Surush! Follow the path of the righteous ones, that thou
mayest be nurtured beneath the shade of God. Embrace the
One Beloved, that thou mayest attain endless life. Become
angelic and be steeped in the honey of love and faithfulness.

Thy name is Surush (Angel), therefore let thy qualities be cul-
ture and wisdom. Be not disheartened—set thy face toward the
Abha Kingdom. Seek not war but peace, desire not conflict
and strife. Be thou sweet as sugar and fragrant as musk.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09161

AB09391

To: Sydney Sprague

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of the Most Glori-
ous Paradise! That which thou hadst written was noted...

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances of God! Endeavor
as far as thou canst to learn the Persian tongue, for erelong
this language will be revered throughout the world, and it will
play a major role in the diffusion of the divine fragrances, the
exaltation of the word of God, and the comprehension of the
intent of the divine verses. It is My hope that through the
study of this language thou mayest succeed in guiding countless
souls.

Thou hadst written about the respected youth of Iran who
are engaged in studies in those regions. I supplicate at the
Threshold of God on behalf of those youth, that they may be
enabled to behold the Sun of Truth which hath dawned from
the horizon of Iran. There is a verse in Persian which you
should recite to them:

“The water is in the jar while we wander thirsty; The Beloved
is in the house while we roam the world.”

Show the utmost consideration and respect to those young ones
from Iran....
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AB09161

To: Wife of Abdu’l-Azimi

O handmaid of God! Become a sign of the love of God and in-
hale a fragrance from the Abha Rose-Garden, that thou mayest
attain eternal life and seek everlasting joy and delight. Shine
like a star and glow like a candle. Become a manifestation
of bounty and the essence of sanctification, detachment and
supreme purity. Teach the sign of chastity and in the school
of handmaidens give lessons in infinite virtue.
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AB09632

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.

T aed) S

MKT7.253a

AB09686

To: Wife of Aqa Jan Naraqi

Do you realize that divine mercy has encompassed your state
without any seeking on your part? Eternal fortune has knocked
at your door - open it and welcome it with the utmost joy and
gladness. You know not what a bounty has been bestowed
upon that household, which has caused the family to attain
endless glory. Appreciate its value. Surely open your eye of
insight so that you may witness this bounty and bestowal and
be thankful.
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AB09632

To: Wife of Agqa Muhammad Javad Farhad

O thou who art attracted to the divine fragrances! Let thy
heart be gladdened, thy spirit be refreshed, and thine eyes be
consoled by the bounties of thy gracious Lord.

Know thou that His grace and generosity is a boundless ocean,
surging with waves that submerge all created things in that
tempestuous, billowing sea and cast forth the pearls of be-
stowal upon the shores of the hearts of the faithful.

O handmaid of God! Be thou faithful, be thou pure in heart,
place thy trust in God, raise thy cry unto the Most Glorious
Kingdom, and upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09572

To: Wife of Haji Husayn Ali

O thou goodly leaf! b d,y

> This world is indeed a narrow and dark arena, while that world
is supremely luminous, vast and near. In the twinkling of an
eye one can hasten from this physical realm to the divine world,
and race from this confined space to that boundless realm.
Therefore, as much as thou art able, think upon that world
rather than this world, and be intoxicated with that cup rather
than this turbid chalice.

3 And the Glory be upon thee.

O 5y Kb Kot o o Oler o
Bk s Koy s s s ey Sk Olex
Ol A Ok Glewsr B o 51 ()
Sipg fle 0L Ke s o 51 ik
G M Ol OF S s dls b a ook
U & Gl gl 01515 Ol

LS L

&c;@}\) 3

INBA87:090a, INBA52:089%a

AB09571

To: Wife of Haji Mirza Shirazi

The handmaidens of God and the bondsmaids in His divine
Court should reveal such attributes and attitudes amongst the
women of the world as would cause them to stand out and
achieve renown in the circles of women.

That is, they should associate with them with supreme
chastity and steadfast decency, with unshakeable faith, artic-
ulate speech, an eloquent tongue, irrefutable testimony and
high resolve.

Beseech God that thou mayest attain unto all these bounties.
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AB09568

AB09578

To: Wife of Mirza Hasan

O petitioning leaf! They say that women are weaker than men
in their creation, nature and virtues. This servant has the firm
conviction that not every man is strong nor every woman weak.
Those women who are firm in God’s Covenant and Testament
are the strongest souls and are supported by the hosts of the
Kingdom, while vacillating men are weaker than a mosquito or
a spider.
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AB09568

To: Wife of Muhammad Attar

O spiritual leaf!

His honor Aqa Muhammad has arrived in the Holy Land with
utmost joy and bowed his head at the Threshold of the Most
Great Name. Whatever he wished and requested will, God
willing, be fulfilled, for he was in a state of utmost supplication
and entreaty, and in complete humility and lowliness.

In all places of prayer he remembered you and offered suppli-
cations. The favors of the Ancient Beauty towards His loved
ones are boundless.
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AB09701

AB09174

To: Wife of Muhammad Hasan Khayyat (Shiraz)

O handmaiden of God! The sign and token of a handmaiden
of the Ancient Beauty, and the proof and evidence of firmness
in His Covenant and Testament, is that every leaf whose head
is adorned with this crown is indeed a radiant queen of the
world.

Therefore, if thou desirest to be a distinguished handmaiden,
make thy feet firm, thy heart steadfast, thy station lofty, and
thy place the summit of a towering mountain.
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AB09445

To: Wife of Muhammad Sadiq Khabbaz et al.

O distinguished handmaiden of the mighty Lord! Jinab-i-Za’ir
requested that I write a letter. Despite lacking time, I have
undertaken to pen this missive, and I beseech divine grace and
bounty that He may protect and preserve you in the shelter of
His guardianship and protection, make you intimate with holy
fragrances, and keep you firm in the Covenant and Testament.
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AB09701

To: Yahya son of Ali Asghar

O thou who hast sought refuge from strangers with thy Cho-
sen Lord! Know thou that every shadow is darkness save His
sheltering shade, and every fruit is of the infernal tree save the
fruit of His great Kingdom’s paradise, and behind every door
lies disappointment save the door of His mercy which is opened
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AB09183

before the faces of the dwellers of the heavens and earth. And
praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds.

Convey my greetings to the two brothers, Jinab-i-Aqa Hasan
and Jinab-i-Aga ‘Ali-Akbar, upon them be the Glory of God,
the Most Glorious.
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AB09595

To: Zibandih Thamari

O luminous leaf, celestial maiden, ornament of the Threshold
of the Incomparable Lord! May you ever remain protected and
preserved.

The steadfast one in the Covenant is a sign of radiance and a
standard of the Daystar of the horizons, and a tree planted in
the garden of harmony.

I beseech the favor of God that you may ever keep your face
illumined by the rays of the Sun of the Covenant and make
your heart a rose-garden through the outpourings of the clouds
of the Testament, that continuous bounties and perpetual aid
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AB09183

To: Sharifih Baygum, mother of Sh. Ahmad Nabilzadih

O thou handmaiden assured in faith! 4B 40 *asl (!

Under the shelter of the Ancient Beauty and the Great An-
nouncement, let handmaidens be educated and nurtured such
that each may praise Him with her own distinct voice and shine
forth so brilliantly in the world of creation as to render obsolete
the mention of the women of former times. These handmaidens
shall truly become the leaves of the divine Lote-Tree, for they
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AB09134

shall be raised up in perfect freshness, eloquence and power of
expression.
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AB09131

O my God! I press my brow and cover my face with the dust of
lowliness, impotence and contrition, beseeching Thee at even-
tide and at dawn, supplicating before Thee in the darkness of
night and the bright light of day, that Thou mayest assist Thy
servant, who hath turned unto Thee in humility and submis-
sion and repentance, with the hosts of power and might and the
armies of glory and dominion against every aggressive doubter
and sinner mentioned in the Book and every contemptible im-
postor from among the people of the veil.

Then open before his face every door. Verily, Thou art the
Mighty, the All-Bountiful.
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AB09134

O God, my God! We are pitiful ones who have grown and
flourished through Thy ancient grace in the bosom of Thy
loving-kindness, and we are tender saplings, bereft of every
excellence, that have been planted by the hand of Thy bounty
in the rose-garden of divine education.

O Lord! Through the vernal showers of Thy mercy, bestow
freshness and beauty upon these saplings, and make them blos-
soms of knowledge and learning and verdant leaves of wisdom
and sciences. Make this school of ours the envy of Paradise
and a musk-diffusing rose-garden. Make our hearts worthy of
Thy boundless grace and our breasts worthy of the realities of
divine knowledge.

Thou art the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate, the un-
stinting Bestower of bounties, O my God!
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09173
AB09140
He is the Preserver Lsld |y

O my God, my God! This is Thy servant and the son of Thy
servant who, from his tender years, was nourished at the breast
of Thy loving-kindness, and in his cradle was set aflame with
the fire of Thy love. Thou didst rear him beneath the wing
of Thy mercy and didst honor his forebears with service at
the threshold of Thy oneness. Through the bounty Thou didst
bestow upon him - a gift in which he takes pride and glory
before the concourse of Thy near ones among Thy loved ones
- make him steadfast in Thy Covenant, whose mighty pillars
shake the highest heavens due to the greatness and difficulty
of bearing it: the bearing of hardships in Thy path and the
endurance of tribulations in Thy love. Verily, Thou art the
Generous Bestower.
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AB09173

O handmaiden of God! Give thanks that thou hast drunk
from the cup of the Friend wine tempered with camphor, and
attained unto the pure fountain of Tasnim, and tasted of the
Salsabil of Kawthar, and been freed from the snare of vain
imaginings, and discovered the private chamber of mysteries,
and hastened to the court of the favors of the Chosen Beauty,
and recognized the countenance of thy Lord. Render praise
and thanksgiving!

> Blessed art thou, and blessed be every handmaiden who hath
attained unto that which thou hast attained, and arrived at
that whereunto thou hast arrived, and found felicity as thou
hast found felicity.

And upon thee, and upon every soul firm and steadfast in
God’s Covenant and Testament, be the Glory.
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AB09204

AB09190

O my everlasting and spiritual one! You had composed a poem
which emerged with utmost sweetness from a spiritual throat
and flowed forth from a wondrous talent. It was the song of
the dove of the All-Merciful and the warbling of a bird in the
rose-garden of meanings.

Now compose a poem describing this servant’s servitude at the
Sacred Threshold, that my state may become joyous and my
nostrils perfumed. I swear by the face and hair of the Most
Glorious Beloved that no blessing or praise makes me more
delighted and happy than being ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB09204

O servant of God! Thanks be to the Most Great Unity that
thou hast been gathered beneath the shade of the Tree of the
Covenant, that He hath illumined thy heart with the light of
the bounty of the Luminary of the horizons, and that thou
hast become assured of the verses of divine unity. Turn thy
face toward the Abha Kingdom and cry out: “O my Lord!
Protect this sinful servant from the evil of the doubts of the
wicked ones, shelter him beneath Thy protection and care, give
him to drink from the cup of Thy favors, and sustain him with
heavenly sustenance.”

2 And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB09212

AB09205

O servant of God! Thanks be to God that thou art a be-
holder of the Abha Beauty and hast acquired the lights of
guidance. Thou hast detached thyself from all save God and
art yearning for that peerless Beloved. In thy love for that
unique Friend thou hast rent thy garment asunder and, dis-
tracted and bewildered, hast run through the wilderness of
love. Thou hast spread the wings of mystical knowledge and
soared to the heights of the gift of the All-Merciful. Thou hast
tasted the cup of the Covenant and beheld the radiance of the
divine bounty. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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O servant of God! The beloved son is now present and has
requested the writing of this speaking letter. Despite this ser-
vant’s infinite occupations, I immediately took up the pen to
compose this missive.

O thou whose heart is alive and whose soul is joyful! Although
outwardly thou art an aged mortal, in reality thou art a spir-
itual youth and a radiant young man of the All-Merciful, for
thou art fresh and verdant through the spirit of the love of
God, and through the breeze of His favor thou art in the ut-
most freshness and grace and the highest degree of beauty and
charm. Therefore be thou grateful that thou art confirmed in
such bounty.
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AB09234

AB09229

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! For some time no
message or word has been received from you. I know you will
say that no reply has come. You are right, and as the well-
known saying goes, “You win whether it comes up even or odd.”
But consider a little that ‘Abdu’l-Baha was in such a crisis that
in those days you would have been content and grateful with a
single word in a year, or even a single letter in an age. Observe
that despite this, I am writing to you in my own hand. The
purpose is that you should know with certainty that you are
ever my close companion and associate....
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AB09234

...In Tihran, the Blessed Beauty was, in the morning, possessed
of the utmost wealth and affluence; by evening He had been
utterly plundered and despoiled. So complete was this that,
when ‘Abdu’l-Baha, then a child, asked His mother at night
for a morsel of bread, she recited for Him, in place of bread, a
prayer of thanksgiving and praise for that most great calamity
which had befallen in the path of God.

> For a time in Iraq we lived in the utmost poverty; yet that pe-
riod was for us the height of joy and gladness, so that whenever
it comes to mind, the greatest happiness is awakened...
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AB09260

AB09258

O servant at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty! What
thou didst write was noted. Praise be to God that in that port
the friends have scattered musk and ambergris and mingled
honey with sugar. Ere long, a wondrous spirit and delight shall
appear. When the divine fragrances wafted over the region of
Bandiyan, since that area had become remote and bereft of
provisions, no news hath been received for some time. With
the utmost wisdom, souls must be sent to those parts so that
several who have withered may become fresh and verdant, and
some who have grown cold may be set ablaze. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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O thou servant at the Threshold of God! T am engaged in
remembering thee in such a state that neither can the pen
write nor can the tongue speak. In the utmost attraction and
vibration have I become thy confidant and companion, and in
the heights of burning and enkindlement have I remembered
thee. God knoweth what state I am in.

Should but a breath from this garden reach thy nostrils, the
pen would fall from thy hand and thy letter would be torn
asunder, nay rather, it would be consumed by the flame of the
fire of the love of God. Despite this, I am occupied with thy
remembrance.
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AB09279

AB09270

O thou ancient servant of God! Think not that my silence
and quietude is evidence of forgetfulness. Rather, the divine
friends are ever embracing one another, fully conscious and at-
tentive. Though outwardly they may be in distant lands, in
reality they are close companions. At every moment I remem-
ber thee, seek thy happiness, implore confirmations for thee,
and pray for thy success. I hope that thou mayest be a firm
and steadfast servant of the Truth and ever arise to serve the
Cause, so that the signs of steadfastness, detachment and sanc-
tity may become manifest and evident in all thy conditions and
circumstances. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09279

O Lord! Make this assemblage radiant; aid these souls; make
these faces luminous; make these dispositions a rose garden and
flower bed; quicken these spirits through the holy breathings;
make these souls noble through Thy most great guidance; be-
stow heavenly bounty; make worthy of divine gifts; keep them
safe and protected in the cave of Thy protection and shelter;
make them the recipients of endless favors and special confir-
mations.

2 Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the All-Knowing.
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AB09364

AB09291

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter from Dublin
arrived like the supreme paradise. Its contents were delight-
ful, from beginning to end expressing supplication, entreaty
and attraction to the Kingdom of Glory. I have little time
and write briefly. Show the utmost kindness on my behalf to
Jinab-i-Ustad Muhammad Hasan-i-Banna. I beseech abundant
favors for him and seek the forgiveness of the All-Forgiving
Lord. T'implore assistance from the Court of Oneness for Jinab-
i-Shamshad and pray for joy of his heart and soul.

The Most Glorious Glory be upon you.
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AB09364

O my two friends! Be happy and joyous, for you have found
repose beneath the shade of the Tree of Hope. Like the rays of
dawn from the Orient of God’s love, you have become world-
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adorning. Through the life-giving breath you have been quick- 7 285 (g5 5 4dd o) 220l ooy

ened, and through the heart-delighting fragrance you have be-
come fresh and verdant. You have lit a lamp in the heart whose
radiance is heavenly. You have planted a tree in the garden of
being whose fruit is divine. You have donned a garment whose
adornment is eternal brilliance, and you have drunk from a cup
whose intoxication is everlasting felicity.

2 May your souls be well!
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AB09388

AB09383

O spiritual friend! Have you ever heard of an invalid, whose
health is in complete turmoil, writing letters to someone in the
world of water while others sleep?

Yet ‘Abdu’l-Baha does this - while all the people on the ship
are peacefully asleep in their beds, embraced by comfort, this
sick one, captured by love for the friends, has been occupied
with writing from sunrise until now, that perhaps it may bring
solace to hearts and joy to souls.

You will surely be made happy. And upon you be the Most
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O thou pilgrim with musk-scented breath! Through the aid Olle cile 5 O WiSKie Sy &

and bounty of the King of Oneness thou hast crossed moun-
tains, hills, deserts and seas to reach the Blessed Spot. Thou
hast illumined thy face, strengthened thy vision, and perfumed
thy nostrils with the dust of the threshold of the Holy Shrine,
which is the circling-point of holy beings.

The dust and earth of this exalted Threshold is like precious
and potent collyrium for the eyes of the holy ones who circle
round it. Just as thou hast illumined thine eyes, when thou
returnest and conversest with the friends of God, make each
one of them receive their portion from the ocean of divine
favors through the glad-tidings of God.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII) AB09394
AB09393

O thou who art the Ornament of the Mystics! ceoWiyy sl
There are many worshippers and countless ascetics, yet few are ? Al OB Ll o oleta daly s slet Al
truly wakeful to divine knowledge. One spends day and night | e 50355 ot Sobiss oS

in bowing and prostration, another lies dormant in the corner
of piety and asceticism, another remains in the well of nature,
heedless of the moon in the heights of truth, while yet another
wanders occupied in the gardens of mathematical science, obliv-
ious to the light of divine unity and the manifestation of the
divine identity. And all these are highly praiseworthy and ac-
ceptable when accompanied by the knowledge of God, for that
is the foundation of foundations and the key that opens all
branches of knowledge.
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AB09394

O thou who prostrateth thyself at the threshold of the Ancient
Beauty!

Prostration is evidence of the absence of being—that is, of ut-
ter humility, evanescence and nothingness. Yet today thou
mayest observe peoples who, in their temples and cloisters of
this nether world, would perform a thousand prostrations ev-
ery minute, yet are steeped in pride, are haughty and stubborn.
They have no knowledge whatsoever of submissiveness and low-
liness before the threshold of the Self-Subsisting Lord, nor do
they seek to worship the King of Divine Sovereignty.

Woe unto them for being veiled from the Truth that hath been
made manifest from the invisible realm of the Kingdom! And
blessed are ye for this evident grace.
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Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09436

AB09428

...0 my loving God! Through pure bounty didst Thou breathe
into me the spirit of life, bestow upon me the robe of existence,
give me to drink from the wellspring of guidance, cause mine
ears to hear the call of ‘Am I not your Lord?’, make me to hear
the cry of ‘Glorified be my Lord, the Most Glorious!’, grant me
shelter beneath the Tree of Unity, give me to drink from the
cup of the Covenant, single me out through Thy special favor,
and make me successful in achieving a mighty triumph. Now,
O my Lord, illumine this lowly one with manifest knowledge,
and cause this sorrowful one to shine bright in the luminous
horizon. Thou art the Bountiful, the Kind.
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AB09436

O thou who art rich in God!

The riches of gold and silver become the cause of increasing
need and engagement, as thou observest that the greatest of
the world’s wealthy ones are the crowned heads, yet despite
this they are in the most extreme state of need, indebted, dis-
advantaged and afflicted. But those souls who have drunk from
the brimming cup of “God will render everyone independent
out of His abundance” - though outwardly poor and possess-
ing not a penny - yet have a flowing treasure in their sleeve,
the kingdom of the placeless beneath their signet ring, and the
treasures of the Kingdom concealed within.

3 And glory be upon thee.
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AB09479

O Thou beloved of my heart and soul! I have no refuge save
Thee. I raise no voice at dawn save in Thy commemoration and
praise. Thy love encompasseth me and Thy grace is perfect.
My hope is in Thee.

O God, give me a new life at every instant and bestow upon
me the breaths of the Holy Spirit at every moment, in order
that I may remain steadfast in Thy love, attain unto great
felicity, perceive the manifest light and be in the state of utmost
tranquility and submissiveness.

Verily, Thou art the Giver, the Forgiver, the Compassionate.

BRL_APAB#15x, BLO_PT#071

N Pl 5o p Oy 5 Ol 052 &
S sl s (Pomo 35 5 5551 s
eolsel g Jo Cliab 5 Juli

OB B 53 SR 03l Gl pa s Il
s iz 5o bl p e pidl )y O
gl odalie e )5 0 r:ﬁf)y'w £l
("“\iirt‘ﬁ) 08w Sl 4o s

ol ldlie Ol 5 oz 4 ok 35 3
abdul Baha abbas

MMK2#024 p.016

AB09489

O thou who art longing for the Beauty of the Lord!

Through the grace and bounty of the compassionate Lord and
the generous Master, He gave shelter to this scattered gath-
ering beneath the shadow of His providence and caused them
to dwell in the impregnable fortress of His bounty. From one
hand He gave them to drink of the sweet and pleasant water of
the immortal cup, and from the other hand of that resplendent
Beauty He made them taste of the choicest honey. And this
bounty was through pure grace, not justice—it was a gift, not
deserved—it was generosity, not merit. His is the praise and
His is the thanks for this mighty and tremendous favour.
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AB09497

AB09496

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
For some time now thy brother, Mr. Mirza Mahmud, hath
been present in the Holy Land, remembering thee and visiting
the Sacred Shrines on thy behalf. He hath fulfilled the re-
quirements of love, brotherhood and rights, and carried out all
that faithfulness demands. Therefore, thou too must strive to
increase the sharing, similarity, brotherhood and spiritual, di-
vine love between you, until the two become as one and all dis-
tinction and difference is completely removed, and one essence
appears in two garments.

And upon thee and upon every steadfast one be the Glory.
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O Beloved of these enraptured ones and Goal of these bewil-
dered ones! We are scattered - bestow upon us peace of mind.
We are destitute - make us wealthy. We are afflicted - grant
us healing. We are wounded and suffering - bestow upon us
a balm. We are lost - guide us. We are thirsty - quench our
thirst. We are disturbed - grant us rest and tranquility. We
are abased - shed upon us the light of glory. We are fallen
- be our helper. We are grieved - bestow gladness. We are
depressed - grant us fervor and enthusiasm.

Make us successful in serving Thy friends and confirmed in
servitude to Thy loved ones. This is the ultimate desire of
heart and soul, this is the ultimate aspiration of conscience
and being.
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AB09558

AB09507

O thou who hath approached and gained acceptance at the
divine Threshold!

Order and harmony are of two kinds, the one which is in accord
with the world of nature, and the other which conforms to the
image of reality and truth. The former beautous arrangment
may cause the arousal of worldly desires, whereas the latter stir-
reth the conscience of man. Through the first kind of synthesis
the physical senses are excited, whereas by the second kind the
divine spirit is stirred up and released. The one provideth for
material comfort, the other ensureth the well-being of the soul
and the tranquillity of the conscience.

Make a mighty endeavour, then, and speak forth in such wise
that the patterns and systems of the material world shall be-
come aligned with the over-arching order of the cosmos it-
self and may reflect the beautiful symmetries of universal law.
Then will the outer form correspond with the inner meaning
and be entitled to the designation of Reality.
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AB09558

O vigilant one! You have opened your eyes and beheld the most
great signs, and you have unstopped your ears and heard the
call of the Concourse on High, and you have urged your steed
in the arena of striving and seized the ball of supreme guidance,
and you have grasped the hem of grandeur and escaped from
grievous perils.

Now too, hold fast with mighty strength to the Covenant and
Testament, and cling firmly to it, that you may show forth
steadfastness and constancy and, to the blindness of the eyes
of the negligent ones, may cause your countenance to shine
forth in the gathering of the Covenant. This is the sure handle
of God and the divine strong cord.

O fonlin 5 (65,28 s Jbs ol
Mo 3l s @35 b S s s s
éﬁ-\,\;\ e-\ﬂé d‘-\:ﬂ )A w\} (_53}'«: dﬂ:\
b Sy oy S S S
Gk Ol ekie Sl 51 5 603 LS

Sy U S S ol e s s
o5 s QW famy 5 D52 b oS
el Bl 21 53 Sy Hs o
Sl g S s (A @y e

ALPA.080, YARP2.093 p.121

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 293


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/577.pdf#page=90
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-56.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-127.html

Vol. 191: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XII)

AB09645

AB09589

O leaf assured in the shade of the Tree of the All-Merciful!

In this day women have been raised up who are each a mighty
sign and a leaf of the Tree beyond which there is no passing.
They have laid an everlasting foundation in this transient world
and have kindled such a flame at the pole of the earth that the
veils of the peoples were consumed. These women became the
pride of men and embodied temples manifesting chastity and
virtue.

Therefore, O handmaiden of God, become a sign of guidance
and a flame of the fire of the love of God, that thou mayest
witness the evidences of the power of the Lord God.
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AB09645

This is a day of arising to render service and to show servitude
at the Threshold of Divine Unity.

While life endures, make haste, and before autumn overtakes
spring and illness prevails over health, arise!

3 In this Day, guiding souls to the straight path is the magnet
that attracts divine confirmations. Those souls who dedicate
themselves to this Cause are under divine protection. Whoso-
ever in this Day utters a single word of truth, that word will
forever surge and move and will never perish.
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AB09669

AB09660

Your telegram was received. Its contents, which emanated
from the life of conscience and spiritual attractions, brought
joy and gladness.

I hope that through divine power, heavenly bounties, and mer-
ciful inspirations these two seas of East and West may become
one, and these two branches may be grafted to become a single
branch, so that through the confirmations of the Kingdom the
pavilion of the oneness of the world of humanity may be raised
at the apex of the horizons, and all humanity in general may
find rest and tranquility of heart, soul and body beneath its
shade.
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AB09669

In the previous year momentous events occurred which cast a
shadow over the horizon of hopes. In Sirjan His Holiness, that
one drawn nigh unto the Divine Threshold, Aqga Siyyid Yahya,
was cruelly martyred at the hands of the officers, being cut
into pieces. In Sangsar the oppressors severely persecuted the
spiritual friends and perpetrated a complete assault.

Worst of all, in Tabriz the faithless mujtahid Mirza Hasan ex-
plicitly and clearly issued a fatva for the murder of all Baha'’is.
Two people were immediately cut to pieces, and if the friends
had not dispersed, all would have been put to death.
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AB09681

AB09673

Honored friend and kind master! Although no letters have ar-
rived from you and we should complain and begin reproaching
you, you have anticipated us and voiced your grievance. We
will make even this injustice a cause for writing this letter,
saying that whatever you say is sweet and whatever you do is
pleasing.

As the poet says: “Bitter words befit those sugar-dispensing
ruby lips.” Your complaint is sugar and your words are sugar
candy. Your reproach is the sound of the rebab and your ad-
dress is honey and wine.

And peace be upon you.
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AB09681

Say: Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having graciously
bestowed upon me through Thy bounty and generosity, and
guided me to Thy Kingdom, and given me to drink from the
cup of Thy guidance, and sheltered me beneath the tree of Thy
oneness. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, verily Thou art the
All-Merciful.

O my God, make me steadfast in Thy Covenant and cause me
to be firm in Thy love, and deliver me from every severe test.
My Lord, my Lord! Make me a sacrifice for Thy handmaidens
and a martyr in Thy path, humble and submissive before Thy
creatures, loving toward all Thy servants, and a servant of
universal peace, reconciliation, love and security. Verily, Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Most High.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

,M@éw\uémm_ﬁgf

P

X &\J,, oﬁ & JL &\.m

e

L;;CJ{;‘@»\,J.\@L;; e
:);;).\,.udh:z\fu»é;:ﬁ;
;&ng\w;&b‘y;\.u@l»\
,Jsu&u Sl ks Teale
9w\“;;\)€u\, c"‘"é*“,“’t’
) 50 2
ADH2

ADH2.124, 1403

MMG2

p.155,
#412 p.458

296


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH3/mash3-45.html
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/i/ishraq-khavari_adhkar_muqarrabin_2.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/i/ishraq-khavari_adhkar_muqarrabin_2.pdf
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-461.html

3 He said: Phoenix of Truth!
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AB09710

AB09684

Your letter dated the 23rd of Rajab of the current year arrived.
Praise be to God, your services at the Divine Threshold are
acceptable and you are associated with the Sacred Court.

Multiple letters from you were received and likewise multiple
replies were sent. Surely by now they have arrived.

The drafts that you sent from ‘Ishqabad and Baku both arrived
and were sent to Afnan Aqa Mirza Muhsin so that he could
write up the receipts and send them to be sealed and forwarded.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09710

O thou who hast believed in a Beauty that hath shone forth
upon all regions! Although, to outward seeming, it is some
while since correspondence and communication took place be-
tween us, yet mine inmost heart is thrilling with the remem-
brance of the loved ones of God, is stirring like unto the zephyr,
and is surging like unto the mighty deep.

These days, the region of the Caucasus hath acquired an ex-
traordinary receptivity. An effort must needs be exerted so
that it may be proven that “Qaf, by the glorious Qur’an”1 is
the nest of the Divine Eastern Phoenix: Haply, the voice of the
Simurgh?2 of the Cause of God may be raised from those territo-
ries and regions, and the reflection of this luminous mountain
fall in effulgence and splendour upon this illimitable expanse.

For thee have I yearned! Yet

praiséd be God, from Mount Qaf thou’rt returned!

Let it be seen what the power of the outstretched arm of the
friends may now accomplish! The Glory of God rest upon thee.

BRL__ATE#013, MAAN#33
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AB09712

AB09712

... Therefore turn thy face to the Most Glorious Kingdom and
seek assistance from the Most Exalted Realm, saying:

O Pure God! Grant confirmation and bestow success, that we
may forget both stranger and kin, remain silent from every
mention, and be moved to ecstasy by the breezes wafting from
Thy sanctified gardens. O Lord! Make Thy servant a manifest
sign and a renowned banner. Make him a brilliant star and a
radiant orb. Make him a remedy for every ill and a healing
balm for every wound. Make him a bright candle in every

gathering and a sweet-singing nightingale in every assembly.

And upon thee be glory.
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Study guide to this volume

The twelfth volume of undated letters is remarkable for its range of intellectual engagement: letters
about community correspondence as a technology of unity, reflections on the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
as a civilizational project, meditations on the composite nature of social transformation, a vivid
account of Baha’u’llah’s years of concealment in the mountains of Kurdistan, a parable about the
unity of religious language, and a chain of virtues that leads from knowledge to the love of all
people. The volume also preserves significant testimony to women’s spiritual authority, including a
letter praising a woman who confronts leaders with scripture and a reflection on the greater efficacy
of secluded women’s righteous deeds. Several items reach a high point of literary and devotional
intensity: prayers that ask God to make the world a rose garden, odes praised for moving the
Concourse on High, and letters that insist that the heart of friendship outlasts the body’s distance.
Taken together, the letters of this twelfth volume constitute one of the most philosophically and
spiritually rich segments of the entire undated collection.

Correspondence, Solidarity, and the Season of Sowing

Key Passages

The correspondence of the believers of God with all parts of America and from America
to all directions is very acceptable and seasonable. It will be the means of drawing the
hearts together. Unquestionably show ye the utmost of effort in this matter and corre-
spond with every part. The friends of God must be like bouquets of roses, disseminating
their sweet fragrances from one to another. They must assist each other so that in the
powers of the Kingdom co-operation and reciprocity be obtained. Correspondence and
communication are the two greatest means for solidarity. It is said that Correspondence
is equal to half-meeting. — ABO08449

The believers with the utmost firmness and steadfastness must engage in the teaching
of the Cause. They must become united and agreed. They are all the drops of one river,
the waves of one sea, the breezes of one garden, the streams flowing from one fountain,
the birds wafting toward one apex, the hyacinths adorning one Park, intoxicated with
one wine and their hearts ravished with one melody.

Now all the aims must verge toward one spring and all the efforts be centralized on one
object and that is: the diffusion of the Fragrances of the Merciful and the promulgation
of the Word of the Almighty. The time of systematization and crystallization (orga-
nization) shall come. Now it is not the time for it. During the season of this Divine
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Spring we must occupy all our time in seed-sowing and irrigation and not harvesting
and crop-collecting,. — ABO08450

Context for Study

The two passages in this section address the question of communal organization from the perspective
of spiritual ecology. AB08449 makes an argument for correspondence as a spiritual technology:
letters are not merely information exchanges but acts of solidarity that draw hearts together across
distance. The aphorism “Correspondence is equal to half-meeting” is striking in its empirical
confidence — ‘Abdu’l-Baha is describing a real phenomenon of communal psychology, the way
that written exchange sustains relationship where physical presence is impossible. The image of
believers as “bouquets of roses” that disseminate fragrance to one another transforms the mechanics
of institutional communication into an act of mutual beautification. AB08450 then distinguishes
the present season (sowing and irrigation) from the future season (harvest and organization). This
is a counsel of patient focus: all energy must go into “diffusion of the fragrances” rather than into
the premature crystallization of structures. The agricultural metaphor is drawn from the deepest
wells of religious imagery across traditions. Jesus uses the parable of the sower (Mark 4), Paul
distinguishes those who plant from those who water and those who harvest (1 Corinthians 3), and
the Sufi tradition speaks of the heart as a field that must be prepared before the seed of ma‘rifa
(divine knowledge) can take root. What is distinctive in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s teaching is the explicit
naming of organizational structure as a future necessity — the season for it “shall come” — while
insisting that premature organization would be a kind of harvest attempted in the wrong season.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes correspondence as “equal to half-meeting.” What spiritual and psycho-
logical theory of relationship underlies this claim? How does it compare with contemporary
research on the power of written communication in building community?

2. The image of believers as “drops of one river, waves of one sea, breezes of one garden” piles
up multiple figures for the same unity. What is the effect of this proliferation? What does
each figure add that the others do not?

3. ‘Abdu’l-Baha explicitly defers the work of organizational “systematization” to a future season.
How does this principle of divinely appointed timing relate to the question of institutional
development in other religious traditions? Where has premature institutionalization caused
spiritual loss?

4. The agricultural metaphor of “seed-sowing” versus “harvesting” implies that there are ac-
tivities appropriate to each phase of a movement’s development. What criteria might help
discern which season a community is in?

5. How do these two letters together suggest a model of leadership that combines organic, re-
lational cultivation with eventual structural clarity? What tensions does this dual vision
create?
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The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar and the Composite Nature of Social Trans-
formation

Key Passages

O thou true friend of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Thy most ardent wish was for the Mashriqu’l-
Adhkar to be reared and established. For each and every thing there is a prescribed
season — and praise be to God, the time to build the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar hath now
come! The greatest endeavour must therefore be exerted that this mighty edifice may
be erected solidly and firmly, with refinement and grace. This is a great service to the
Sacred Threshold, the renown of which shall gladden, through all eternity, the hearts
of the Concourse on high in the Kingdom of holiness. — AB11982

The world of humanity, says ‘Abdu’l-Baha, will not be transformed into the heavenly
paradise through the promotion of one, single principle. Every progressive principle
which is the cause of the advancement of the world of humanity is like a simple ele-
ment. A simple element does not produce a composite life. But when the elements are
associated together then a being is brought into existence.

The Cause of Baha’u’llah and His heavenly teachings include all the elements and princi-
ples of perfection. Among these principles are: the highest efficiency in the educational
system, the oneness of the world of humanity, the conformity of religion with science
and reason, equality of rights among the children of men, the breaths of the Holy Spirit,
equality of men and women, the sweeping away of the prejudices existing among the
various religions, heavenly morals, the fragrances of the Merciful, universal peace, etc.
The Cause of Baha'u’llah combines in it all these principles. — ABO08454

Context for Study

These two passages address the relationship between spiritual aspiration and its material embod-
iment. The letter about the Mashriqu'l-Adhkar (“Dawning-Point of the Mention of God”) is a
document of the moment: a specific season has arrived, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s correspondent has
lived to see the fulfillment of his ardent wish. The building is to be “solid and firm, with refinement
and grace” — a balance of strength and beauty that suggests the integration of functional and
aesthetic values that ‘Abdu’l-Baha understands as characteristic of true Baha’i architecture. The
announcement that its renown “shall gladden, through all eternity, the hearts of the Concourse on
high” gives the construction project a cosmic significance: a building in America is simultaneously
an event in the Abha Kingdom. AB08454 then offers the philosophical framework that explains
why a single edifice, or a single principle, is never sufficient: social transformation requires the
simultaneous presence of many elements, the way that a living organism requires many interacting
systems. ‘Abdu’l-Baha uses the language of chemistry — simple elements must combine to produce
composite life — anticipating the later systems thinking of the social sciences. The list that follows
is a summary of the Baha’i social program: education, unity, science-religion harmony, equal rights,
Holy Spirit, gender equality, elimination of prejudice, morals, peace. None is sufficient alone; all
are necessary together. This is a direct challenge to the reform ideologies of the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, each of which tended to reduce social transformation to a single key variable
— class, race, education, law, technology.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s announcement that the season for building the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar “has now
come” echoes his earlier distinction between seasons of sowing and seasons of harvest. What
determines when such a season arrives? Who has the authority to name it?

2. The claim that a single progressive principle is like a “simple element” that cannot produce
composite life is a claim about social systems. How does this compare with Marx’s single
principle of class struggle, or with Mill’s single principle of individual liberty, as engines of
social transformation?

3. The Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in Wilmette was designed to be open to worshippers of all faiths.
What theological commitment is embodied in that architectural openness, and how does it
relate to the composite social program described in AB084547

4. The list of Baha’i principles in AB08454 includes both institutional principles (universal
peace, equality of rights) and spiritual ones (breaths of the Holy Spirit, heavenly morals).
What does their cohabitation in a single list say about the relationship between spiritual and
social categories in Baha’i thought?

5. How does the chemical metaphor of elements combining to produce “composite life” relate to
the organic metaphors of the previous section (seed, growth, season)? What different aspects
of social transformation does each metaphor illuminate?

Women’s Influence and the Power of the Veiled Speaker

Key Passages

O handmaiden of God! In this precious age, the century of the mighty and omnipotent
Lord, women have placed the crown of men upon their heads, inasmuch as all are
gathered on the same plane.

When women arise to perform righteous deeds, their influence is greater and more
acceptable at the Divine Threshold, for they are secluded ones, while men are those
who appear in public. — AB08520

O pure leaf! Praise and glory befitteth the Divine Unity with a tongue of thanksgiving,
for He hath adorned the heads of the believing women with the crown of honor “We
have honored the children of Adam,” and hath abased and tested the idolatrous women
with “Then We reduced him to the lowest of the low.” For these are believers, those
are deniers; these are luminous, those are in darkness; these are the dawning-places of
true love, those are the manifestations of pure dissension. The believing women are
manifestations of inner beauty and outer perfection, of purity of heart and pure love, of
the knowledge of God and the gifts of the Most Glorious Beauty. — AB08948

O handmaiden who hath borne every tribulation in the path of God! Consider the
special favors and exclusive bounty of the Most Holy One in this cycle of mercy, whereby
a leaf addresseth the leaders with decisive words and conclusive discourse, and He
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causeth her to speak forth the blessed verse “Our Lord! We obeyed our chiefs and our
great ones, and they misled us from the way,” that the truth of “So confounded was he
who disbelieved” might become manifest and apparent. — ABO09059

Context for Study

The three passages in this section move from principle (women at the same plane as men, AB08520)
to character portrait (believing women as “manifestations of inner beauty and outer perfection,”
AB08948) to a concrete historical instance of spiritual authority in action (a woman confronting
leaders with scripture, AB09059). The argument in AB08520 is particularly precise: women’s
seclusion, far from being a limitation, becomes the source of a distinctive spiritual force. Public
performance, for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, carries its own risks of contamination — those who “appear in
public” may adapt their behavior to public expectations. The secluded person acts from a more
purely interior motivation, and this purity of intent is “more acceptable at the Divine Threshold.”
This is a theological argument, not a sociological one: it does not endorse seclusion as a social
arrangement but identifies a specific spiritual advantage that may accompany it. AB09059 is the
most historically concrete of the three: a woman, having “borne every tribulation,” stands before
leaders and speaks “decisive words,” citing Qur’anic verse against their misuse of authority. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha frames this as a “special favor and exclusive bounty” of the dispensation: God has made it
possible for a “leaf” to address those in positions of power with scriptural authority. The resonance
with prophetic tradition is clear — from Deborah judging Israel (Judges 4), to Mary Magdalene as
the first witness of the resurrection, to Khadijah counseling the Prophet at the moment of his first
revelation.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s claim that the influence of secluded women is “greater and more acceptable
at the Divine Threshold” than that of men who appear in public challenges common as-
sumptions about the relationship between visibility and power. How might this teaching
speak to contexts of involuntary seclusion — whether through poverty, disability, or social
marginalization?

2. The contrast in AB08948 between believing women as “dawning-places of true love” and
unbelieving women as “manifestations of pure dissension” is structured around a sharp binary.
How should this passage be read in its historical context, and what care is required when
applying its language today?

3. AB09059 describes a woman confronting leaders with decisive scriptural discourse. How
does this account compare with the tradition of women prophets and witnesses across the
Abrahamic traditions, from Huldah (2 Kings 22) to Miriam (Exodus 15) to Julian of Norwich?

4. The Qur’anic verse that the woman speaks in AB09059 — “Our Lord! We obeyed our chiefs
and our great ones, and they misled us” — is a verse of judgment against leaders who failed
their communities. What is the theological significance of placing this verse in the mouth of
a believing woman speaking to those same leaders?

5. How do the three images of women in this section — the secluded one with greater divine
acceptability, the manifestation of inner beauty, and the speaker of decisive truth — constitute
a composite theology of female spiritual authority?
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The Grape Parable and the Unity of Religious Language

Key Passages

At the city gate four travelers sat, a Persian, a Turk, an Arab and a Greek. They
were hungry and wanted their evening meal. So one was selected to buy for them all.
But among them they could not agree as to what should be bought. The Persian said
angoor, the Turk uzum, the Arab wanted aneb and the Greek clamored for staphylion
green and black. They quarreled and wrangled and almost came to blows in trying to
prove that the particular desire of each was the right food.

When all of a sudden there passed a donkey laden with grapes. Each man sprang to his
feet and with eager hands pointed out: “See uzum!” said the Turk. “See aneb!” said
the Arab. “See angoor!” said the Persian. And the Greek said, “See staphylion!” Then
they bought their grapes and were at peace. — ABU2409

As we find ourselves eating with each other here, so we hope that we shall partake of
the Divine Food with each other in the Kingdom of Heaven.

The body is quickened by this food, but by the spiritual food, the spirit is quickened.
The first is for giving power and force to the body, whilst the essential food is for giving
power and force to the spirit. The body needs food to give it strength, but the spirit is
purified by the essential food. Bread is the food of the body, whilst the Breath of God
is the food of the Spirit. — ABU2373

Context for Study

The grape parable (ABU2409) is among the most charming and intellectually precise in ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s repertoire. Its logic is impeccable: four travelers quarrel over which of their languages names
the right food, when in fact all four names designate the same fruit. Their dispute is not about
grapes but about words — and words become the occasion for violence only when they are mistaken
for the things they signify. The theological application is immediate: the apparent conflicts between
the world’s religions are, in large part, disputes about the names and forms in which a single divine
reality has been revealed. The resolution comes not through argument but through the arrival of
the donkey laden with grapes — that is, through the concrete presence of the fruit itself, which
makes all four names simultaneously valid. This is a Baha’i version of the perennial philosophy’s
claim that the great religions, despite their formal differences, converge on a shared experiential
reality. But ‘Abdu’l-Baha is more precise than simple perennialism: the resolution comes at a
specific moment (the arrival of the laden donkey), suggesting that the Manifestation of God — the
fruit itself — is the agent of reconciliation rather than an abstract principle of unity. ABU2373
then develops the complementary distinction between physical and spiritual nourishment: bread
sustains the body, but the “Breath of God” is the food of the spirit. This eucharistic resonance —
spiritual food as divine breath — connects to John 6 (“I am the bread of life”), to the Sufi concept
of the breath of the spirit (nafas al-rahmani), and to the yogic tradition of prana as divine life-force.
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Questions for Reflection

1. The grape parable suggests that religious conflict often arises from a confusion of linguistic
and cultural forms with the realities they express. Where is this insight most illuminating,
and where does it risk obscuring genuine theological differences that cannot be dissolved by
pointing to the same “fruit”?

2. The four travelers in the parable represent four of the great civilizations of the classical world:
Persian, Turkic, Arabic, and Greek. Why might ‘Abdu’l-Baha have chosen these four, and
what does their particular combination suggest about the parable’s intended audience?

3. How does the arrival of the donkey laden with grapes function theologically? Is the donkey
the Manifestation of God, the revelation itself, the experience of community, or something
else?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Baha distinguishes food that quickens the body from food that quickens the spirit.
How does this distinction illuminate the relationship between ritual and sacrament, on the
one hand, and mystical experience, on the other?

5. The parable ends “then they bought their grapes and were at peace.” Peace, in this telling, is
the product of a shared transaction — a common purchase. What does this economic image
add to the theology of religious unity?

Baha’uv’llah in Kurdistan: Concealment and Magnetic Power

Key Passages

Baha'u’llah departed to Sarkalu alone. Nobody knew just where he was, even we
were not informed. Two years he passed at Sarkalu. Some of the time he passed
in the mountains, some of the time in grottoes, and some of the time in the city of
Sarkalu. Although solitary and alone, nobody knowing him, yet all through Kurdestan
he became well known. It was said, “This unknown person is a most remarkable person,
is exceedingly learned, is possessed of a tremendous power, and has a colossal force.”
All Kurdestan was magnetized by his love. But Baha’u’llah was passing his time in
poverty and even his robes and clothes were those of the poor; his food was that of the
indigent. The signs of severance were manifest upon him as the sun at mid-day, and he
was absolutely careless regarding his life. — ABU2412

Context for Study

‘Abdu’l-Baha’s brief but luminous account of Baha’u’llah’s two years of withdrawal to the mountains
of Kurdistan (approximately 1854-1856) is one of the most striking biographical passages in this
volume. The narrative is built on a single paradox: the man who seeks concealment becomes known
throughout Kurdistan; the man who wears the clothing of the poor is recognized as possessing
“a tremendous power” and “a colossal force.” The word “magnetized” is precise: the attraction
experienced throughout Kurdistan was not the result of preaching or argument but of something
radiating from Baha’u’llah Himself, invisible in its mechanism but undeniable in its effect. This is
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the theology of tajalli (divine manifestation) in its purest biographical form: the divine attributes
shine through the person of the Manifestation regardless of outward circumstance, poverty, or
anonymity. The account resonates with several prototypes in religious biography. Jesus’ forty days
in the desert, Moses at Midian, the Prophet’s years of contemplation before the first revelation
in the cave of Hira, ‘Abdu’l-Qadir Jilani’s years of wandering before his teaching career — all
follow the pattern of a chosen figure withdrawing into privation before the full exercise of spiritual
authority. What is distinctive in Baha’u’llah’s case is that the withdrawal is voluntary and the
poverty is total: “his food was that of the indigent.” The “signs of severance,” visible “as the sun
at mid-day,” suggest that the detachment ‘Abdu’l-Baha elsewhere describes as the precondition for
teaching was here embodied to its absolute limit.

Questions for Reflection

1. The paradox at the heart of this account — that concealment generates recognition, that
poverty radiates power — appears throughout the biography of religious founders. What
theological principle does this paradox express, and how does it compare with Paul’s teaching
that “power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9)?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Baha uses the word “magnetized” to describe Kurdistan’s response to Baha’u’llah.
What theory of spiritual influence does this word imply? How does it compare with the Sufi
concept of barakah (blessing/spiritual power) that radiates from holy persons?

3. The withdrawal to Kurdistan precedes the full public manifestation of Baha’u’llah’s mission,
just as Jesus’ desert experience precedes His public ministry. What function do such periods
of hidden formation serve in prophetic biography, and what does their necessity reveal about
the relationship between divine power and human preparation?

4. How does the description of Baha’u’llah’s poverty and “carelessness regarding his life” illumi-
nate the concept of fagr (spiritual poverty) in Islamic Sufi thought? Is it a chosen condition,
a given condition, or both?

5. What does it mean for the Baha’i community today to know that the founder of their faith
spent two years unknown in the mountains of Kurdistan? How should this knowledge shape
the community’s self-understanding?

The Chain of Virtue: From Knowledge to the Love of All People

Key Passages

Happiness lies in knowledge, and knowledge in the fear of God, and the fear of God in
detachment and aversion from worldly ornaments. And detachment brings divine love,
and love seeks the recitation of verses and communes with God, and the attraction of
verses refines character — that is, truthfulness in the path of God and fairness with
people and mastery over self and association with the righteous and avoidance of the
ignorant and respect for the great ones and kindness to the lesser ones and giving
counsel to friends and forbearance with enemies and generosity to the poor and love for
all people and guidance of those who have gone astray.
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This is the most great happiness and the supreme gift and the imperishable bounty.
Blessed are they that know. — AB08401

Context for Study

This passage is among the most philosophically structured in the entire undated corpus. It presents
a chain of spiritual causality in which each virtue generates the next: happiness, to knowledge, to
fear of God, to detachment, to divine love, to recitation of verses, to communion with God, to
refinement of character, to a comprehensive catalogue of virtues. The structure is Aristotelian in
its teleological character — each step is both an end and a means — but its content is Islamic
and Baha'i. The “fear of God” (taqwa) is the classical Islamic virtue that produces moral self-
regulation; detachment (zuhd) is the Sufi prerequisite for authentic love; the recitation of verses
(dhikr in its more elaborated form) is the practice that draws the soul into the orbit of divine
remembrance. What is distinctive is the chain’s culmination: after traversing the interior disciplines
of fear, detachment, love, and communion, the chain arrives at a comprehensive ethics of social
relationship: truthfulness, fairness, self-mastery, association with the righteous, avoidance of the
ignorant, respect, kindness, counsel, forbearance with enemies, generosity to the poor, love for all
people, guidance of those who have gone astray. The interior journey does not produce withdrawal
from the world but a richer engagement with it. This is the Baha’i synthesis of ‘urfan (mystical
knowledge) and social service in miniature: the soul that has traveled the inner path arrives at the
feet of every human being.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s chain begins with happiness and ends with it again: “This is the most great
happiness.” What does this circular structure reveal about the relationship between spiritual
progress and human flourishing?

2. The sequence places “fear of God” as the gateway to detachment, and detachment as the
gateway to love. How does this ordering compare with the Christian tradition that places
love above fear as the more perfect motivating force (1 John 4:18), and with Islamic ethics
that holds taqwa as the supreme virtue?

3. The chain includes both contemplative acts (communion with God, recitation of verses) and
social acts (kindness to the lesser, forbearance with enemies). What does their integration
in a single sequence reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s understanding of the relationship between
mystical experience and ethical practice?

4. The phrase “avoidance of the ignorant” appears in a list otherwise full of generosity and
love. How should this exception be understood? Is “ignorance” here a spiritual condition, an
ethical one, or an intellectual one?

5. If this chain of virtues were understood as a curriculum rather than a description, what would
each step require in practice? How might a community design its educational and devotional
life around this sequence?
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A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

Volume 191 moves from the intimate (a chain of virtues that transforms happiness into universal
love) to the historical (Baha'u’llah magnetizing Kurdistan from within voluntary poverty) to the
cosmic (a Mashriqu’l-Adhkar whose renown shall gladden the Concourse on High through all eter-
nity). It asks its reader to hold together the grain of mustard seed and the tree that shelters all
peoples, the letter that is “equal to half-meeting” and the divine Love that is the source of all
correspondence.

The volume therefore invites this central question: In what sense is the inner chain of virtues
that moves from knowledge through detachment to love for all people the same reality
as the outer community project of building a House of Worship, and what does it
mean to pursue both simultaneously, as ‘Abdu’l-Baha consistently required?
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