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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
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118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
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II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 192

This thirteenth and final volume of undated letters of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, which also concludes the entire
series, is rich in short, aphoristic pieces that condense major themes of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s thought in
miniature. Several items give compact formulations of social teaching: AB09729 treats racial unity
in the United States by reducing the supposed division of “white and colored races” to the “least
of all distinctions,” color, against a broad field of shared citizenship, language, civilization, and
religion; AB09925 universalizes this principle, presenting Baha’u’llah’s advent as the moment when
distinctions between Turk and Tajik, French and Belgian, Persian and American, Asian and African
were abolished in the proclamation of the oneness of humankind. ABU2677 and ABU2678 are
especially significant administrative texts: they distinguish the unchangeable laws of Baha'u’llah
from supplementary legislation, describe the Universal House of Justice as a legislative and arbitral
body, and emphasize that executive power belongs elsewhere. AB12002 is a terse but important
statement on the practical observance of Baha'i law, allowing regard for capacity, danger, and
wisdom while warning that laxity obstructs divine confirmations; AB10237 is striking for its legal-
theological correction of Shi’i notions of impurity and its practical comment on ablution.

The volume also contains a dense cluster of texts on servitude, freedom, work, teaching, and
spiritual effectiveness. AB12664 defines servitude at the Divine Threshold as the only bondage
that is freedom, locating true freedom in the heart and true wisdom in the spirit; AB10127 makes
the same theme almost epigrammatic, identifying heavenly sovereignty with servitude. AB09747
gives a balanced formulation of work as worship: occupation and labor are devotion when joined
to service and assistance to others, while the heart remains attracted to the Kingdom. AB10259
and AB09800 are valuable for the psychology of teaching: teaching attracts divine aid, quickens
the teacher, and turns the teacher into a “magnet” for confirmation. AB09759 similarly links
attraction, detachment, remembrance, and effective utterance, while AB09850 presents worship
and servitude as magnets drawing divine confirmations. AB09999, addressed to students, is a
noteworthy education text, urging distinction in the sciences so that learning may become a means
of exalting the Cause.

A number of brief items carry considerable doctrinal or devotional weight. AB09864 answers a
direct question on the soul after death, comparing posthumous consciousness to awakening from
a dream and citing both Islamic tradition and the Qur’an. AB09854 is a metaphysical image
of love as a force moving “from the periphery to the centre,” enabling the traversal of time and
space through divine magnetism. ABO09731 gives a practical theology of the Greatest Name as
daily invocation, protection, illumination, love, and unity; AB10015, addressed to a physician,
joins physical and spiritual healing and notes the effect of joy, comfort, and spiritual feeling on
nervous ailments. ABU2687 offers a subtle explanation of loving one’s enemies “for God’s sake,”
distinguishing direct from indirect love. ABU2701, the parable of the sick rooster and the sunrise,
is a vivid anti-superstitious anecdote on causality and human presumption. AB09882 is a compact
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teaching on radiant acquiescence, making tests the condition through which that station becomes
manifest.

Women’s spiritual agency receives repeated emphasis. AB09802 states that in this Dispensation
women have been raised to an exalted station, becoming eloquent speakers, surging oceans, and
fruitful leaves of the Tree of existence; AB12063 praises women’s gatherings in Tihran for awakening
heedless women and guiding seekers; AB09800 calls a handmaid to devote herself to teaching and
awakening women; AB10150 and related pieces anticipate “speaking leaves” who will rouse whole
regions into enthusiasm. The volume also preserves historically textured items: AB12094 records
the placement, on Naw-Ruz, of the portrait or “pictured spirit” of the Bab in the purified sepulcher
on Mount Carmel; AB10007 and AB10256 give intimate glimpses of Bahiyyih Khanum and ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s affection for His sister; ABU2547 places Christ, Moses, and Elijah in a comparative sacred-
historical frame; ABU2641 uses an Ottoman court anecdote to praise truthfulness over servile
flattery. Among the more arresting exhortations are AB10076, with its exuberant image of dancing
in the marketplace with the “cup of Covenant,” AB09967, which transforms the Abrahamic sacrifice
into a call to one’s own life-sacrifice, and AB10022, a compressed summons to open every faculty
to the realities of the Kingdom.
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AB09726

Glory be to Thee, my God and my Beloved!

Thy Fire is burning in me, O My Lord, and I feel its glowing
in every member of my weak body. Every organ of my temple
declares Thy Power and Thy Might, and every member testifies
that Thou art powerful over all things. By Thy Strength I am
strong to withstand all trails and temptations.

Make firm Thy Love in my heart, and then I can bear all the
swords of the earth. Verily, every hair of my head says: “Were
in not for trails in Thy Path I should not have appreciated Thy
Love!”

O my Lord, strengthen me to remain firm and to uphold the
hands of Thy Cause, to serve Thee among Thy people. Thou
art Loving! Thou art Bountiful!

SW_ v05#10 p.151, DWN_ v4#08-9 p.113

AB09729

One of the important questions which affect the unity and the
solidarity of mankind is the fellowship and equality of the white
and colored races. Between these two races certain points of
agreement and points of distinction exist which warrant just
and mutual consideration. The points of contact are many...

In this country, the United States of America, patriotism is
common to both races; all have equal rights to citizenship,
speak one language, receive the blessings of the same civiliza-
tion, and follow the precepts of the same religion. In fact nu-
merous points of partnership and agreement exist between the
two races, whereas the one point of distinction is that of color.
Shall this, the least of all distinctions, be allowed to separate
you as races and individuals?

ADJ.038x, ADJ.055x
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AB09747

AB09731

The Greatest Name should be found upon the lips in the first
awaking moment of early dawn. It should be fed upon by
constant use in daily invocation, in trouble, under opposition,
and should be the last word breathed when the head rests upon
the pillow at night.

It is the name of comfort, protection, happiness, illumination,
love and unity.

I hope that thou mayest become informed of the concealed
mystery and recondite symbol of the stone of the Most Great
Name...

LOG#0892ax, BNEW#380 suppl Oct 1964 p.2

AB09747

His Holiness Baha'u’llah has even said that occupation and
labor are devotion. All humanity must obtain a livelihood by
the sweat of the brow and bodily exertion, at the same time
seeking to lift the burden of others, striving to be a source of
comfort to souls and to facilitate their means of living. This in
itself is devotion to God. Baha'u’llah has thereby encouraged
action and stimulated service.

But the energies of the heart must not be attached to these

things; the soul must not be completely occupied with them.

Though the mind is busy the heart must be attracted toward
the kingdom of God in order that the virtues of humanity may
be attained from every direction and source.

SW_ v14#06 p.167-168
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AB09756

AB09749

O ye believers of God! Supplicate and entreat at the Thresh-
old of the Almighty to confirm you in the diffusion of the Fra-
grances of Holiness which are wafting from the direction of the
Garden of God. Blow ye over all creation like the breezes of
the early morn, and impart ye freshness and verdancy, through
the Power of Truth, upon the flowers, sweet hyacinths and the
roses of the garden of existence.

This is the quintessence of meeting and the superlative degree
of success and prosperity—for it causes the attainment of man
to the Kingdom of ABHA, attracts him to the Sacred Court
of His Highness the Almighty, and suffers him to reach the
Sublime Presence of the Powerful and Omnipotent Lord.

DAS.1913-07-21, SW_ v04#15 p.253 , ABIE.094, BLO__ PN#007

AB09756

Though the Beauty of the Most Great Name, the Light of
Eternal Splendour (may my soul be offered up as a sacrifice
unto His loved ones) be hid from mortal eyes, yet the assisting
power of His Grace, without all doubt, continueth for evermore
and His Divine Aid is vouchsafed to all eternity.

Turn then thy face unto the Unseen Kingdom, that thou
mayest behold the confirming Spirit of Baha and hearken to
the Voice that calleth thee from the heavens of Omnipotence,
the realm of eternal Glory.

Ere long, thou shalt see with thine own eyes, how the Celestial
Potency of His Grace, even as the spirit of Life, shall pulsate
through the body of all mankind.

SW__v14#11 p.347
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AB12063

AB09759

Whenever the heart finds attraction, the spirit seeks ecstasy
and exultation and turns itself toward the Kingdom, the con-
firmation of the Holy Spirit will descend. Thou wilt be taught
and encouraged; thy tongue will be loosened, uttering clear
and decisive explanations.

Therefore, when one has attained to spiritual success and pros-
perity, material advantage will not be of much importance.

Consequently, if thou art desiring to become assisted in the
service, detach thyself from the world, and become thou at-
tracted to the merciful fragrances. Seek His remembrance day
and night, discover His path and announce His mystery. Then
thou wilt find thyself in such a condition that thy breath will
become effective in every soul.

SW_ v0O7#10 p.098

AB12063

O ye merciful friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Jinab-i-Amin, in his
latest writing after his arrival in Tihran, conveyed a glad-tiding.
He likewise offered the highest praise of the gatherings of the
handmaidens of the Merciful, saying that they are filled with
ardor and gladness, and are in a state of ecstasy and joy; that,
with the utmost love, they awaken the heedless women and
guide the maidservants who seek the Truth.

In very truth, this news was as honey and sugar. For the
faithful friends and for ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in this fleeting world,
there is no joy or delight save the tidings of the exaltation of
the Word of God, and no ecstasy or gladness save the diffusion
of the fragrances of holiness.
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AB12665

AB12664

O servant of God! Every servitude is a bond and every worship
a fetter, except servitude at the Divine Threshold, which is
freedom. This servitude is a remedy for pain, and this bondage
is a healing balm from the All-Merciful.

True freedom pertains to the heart, not to the body, and true
wisdom belongs to the spirit, not to mere political laws and
regulations.

Therefore, beseech God that thou mayest become a faithful
bondsman of the Abha Beauty and a sincere servant at the
Divine Threshold.

And the glory be upon thee and upon all who are steadfast in
the Covenant of God. ‘Abbas.
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AB12665

O thou who art turned toward the Abha Kingdom! The blessed
leaf, Khalih Khanum, mentions thee at all times in the gath-
ering of the Merciful, remembers thee in the meetings of fel-
lowship, and offers prayers for thee in the Holy Shrine, that
through the aid and bounty of the Ancient Beauty thou mayest
become the joy of the righteous and the leader of the army of
the free-that is, that thou mayest be freed from every bond,
detached from every defilement, severed from all save God and
holding fast to the Sure Handle of the All-Choosing One.

God willing, may it be so, that thou mayest attain unto the
good of all.
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ABU2641

ABU2547

Christ did not have enough loved ones to preserve his tomb.
His tomb was in a garbage dump until Helena, mother of Con-
stantine the King of Rome, came to Jerusalem. She was the
one who asked about the tomb and was informed of its location,
and that was 300 years after the crucifixion of Christ.

Moses endured hardship and difficulty for 40 years, and after
him appointed Joshua as his successor and went to rest and
passed away, and no one knows the place of his death nor the
cave to which he retreated.

Elijah revived the religion of Moses after Jeroboam and Re-
hoboam had destroyed it. He too, like Moses, rested in a cave
on Mount Carmel and passed away, and no one knows his tomb.
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ABU2641

On our return in the hotel the Master was sitting in the recep-
tion room. I read to him the contents of an article in the Near
East Magazine about the conditions of Persia. He deplored the
short sightedness and ignorance of the leaders of that country
and illustrated it by a story at the court of Sultan Abdul Aziz.

This monarch so happened that had mastered a knowledge of
the western music. One day all his ministers were present and
an artist was playing on the Piano the Western Classics. The
Sultan was walking and when the piece came to an end he
would explain to his courtiers, surrounding him the name of
the music. “Aye Sire! It was most wonderful!” they would all
say in unison while bowing down to the ground.

Finally one of them comes forward and says: “Your Majesty!
This is all sham! We know nothing about this music. We are
all like donkeys. We make all these protestations just to gain
your favor.” The Sultan was very pleased with his truthfulness
and promoted him to a higher position.

DAS.1913-11-20

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 6


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/430.pdf#page=236
https://bahai-library.com/pdf/s/sohrab_diary_letters_1913-1914_06.pdf#page=14

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU2678

ABU2677

All the civic affairs and the legislation of material laws for
the increase in needs of the enlightened humanity belong to
the House of Justice. This, the House of Justice, will be not
only a body for the legislation of laws according to the spirit
and requirement of the time, but a broad arbitration for the
settlement of all disputes arising between peoples.

When the Universal House of Justice is organized the members
will do their upmost for the realization of greater cordiality and
comity amongst the nations.

The laws of Baha'u’llah are the unchangeable, organic laws of
the Universal House of Justice. They are the very foundation
upon which the structure of additional legislation is built.

LOG#1061x, BSC.425 #768.1x, SW_ vO7T#15 p.139

ABU2678

As regards the places for the convening of such a general body,
it will be decided by the members.

The Universal House of Justice has only the legislative function;
the executive power belongs to the administrative department
of government.

At first, National Houses of Justice will be established in every
country, and they will elect in turn members to the Universal
House of Justice.

Again I repeat, The House of Justice, whether National or Uni-
versal, has only legislative power, and not executive power. For
example, in Europe and America the Parliament or Congress
enact laws, while the Government executes these laws. The
House of Justice cannot fulfil two functions at the same time-
legislative and executive.

BSC.425 #768.2x, SW_ v07#15 p.139
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ABU2687

There are two kinds of love: one is direct love which proceeds
from a person to another person; the other is indirect love -
that is to love an object for another’s sake.

Now we must love our enemies for God’s sake and because He
has created them; we must love them and not for their own
personality. For instance, if your beloved sends you a rose, you
appreciate it, kiss it and it is valuable to you. This love is not
regarding the personality of the thing itself, but for the sake
of the one who has sent it to you. We must love the house for
its owner’s sake.

SW_ v08#11 p.139

ABU2692

As long as ye can, strive to set aglow the hearts with love; be
attracted to one another and be members of one body. Every
soul of the beloved ones must honor the others, and withhold
not his possessions and life from them, and by all means he
must endeavor to make the others joyous and happy. But the
others (the recipients of such love) must also be disinterested
and life-sacrificing.

Thus may this sunrise flood the horizons, this melody gladden
and make happy all the people, this divine remedy become
the panacea for every disease, this spirit of reality become the
cause of life for every soul.

SW__v08#12 p.144
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ABU2701

ABU2696

Praise be to God that thou hast found guidance, sought illu-
mination and turned thy face toward the Kingdom of the True

One.

This turning the face toward God is the healing of the body, the
mind and the soul. When this advancement toward God has
become complete, one is able to overcome passion and desire,
become protected from sin and transgression and be delivered
from heedlessness. It will bestow eternal life and grant the
imperishable gift.

Therefore sacrifice all thy talents at the feet of that heart-
enkindling Beloved, and characterize thyself with such deeds
and words that thou mayest become the cause of the guidance
of others, and remain steadfast and firm in the Testament and
Covenant.

BSC.490 #941, SW_ v08#18 p.233x

ABU2701

In the chicken yard, the rooster was so ill that no one could
count on his crowing the next morning. The hens were very
worried that the sun wouldn’t rise if the crowing of their lord
and master did not summon it. The hens, you see, thought
the sun came up only because the rooster crowed.

The next day the sun cured them of their superstition. To be
sure, the rooster was still too sick and too hoarse to crow, but
the sun shone anyway; nothing bad affected its course.

STAB#157

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS


http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_8/Issue_18
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2023/04/stab.pdf#page=157

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12865

AB10007

To: Diya’iyyih Khanum daughter of Abdu’l-Baha, in Palestine

O Diya! It is incumbent upon thee, throughout the journey, to
be a close, a constant and cheerful companion to my honoured
and distinguished sister.

Unceasingly, with the utmost vigour and devotion, exert thy-
self, by day and night, to gladden her blessed heart; for all her
days she was denied a moment of tranquillity. She was astir
and restless every hour of her life. Moth-like she circled in
adoration round the undying flame of the Divine Candle, her
spirit ablaze and her heart consumed by the fire of His love.
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AB12865

The soul, inasmuch as it pertaineth unto the contingent world
of earth and nature, and ruleth and directeth the bodily powers
within the temple of man, is designated as the nafs. Insofar as
it apprehendeth intelligible universals, it is called the intellect;
and inasmuch as it journeyeth through the spiritual worlds, it
is named the spirit. The soul is a substance spiritual in its
essence, yet corporeal in its operations; and the intellect is a
substance which, both in essence and in operation, is spiritual.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10257

AB10256

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Haifa

O thou my sister, my dear sister!

Divine wisdom hath decreed this temporary separation, but I
long more and more to be with thee again. Patience is called
for, and long-suffering, and trust in God, and the seeking of
His favour. Since thou art there, my mind is completely at rest.

In recent days, I have made a plan to visit Egypt, if this be
God’s will. Do thou, on my behalf, lay thy head on the sacred
Threshold, and perfume brow and hair in the dust of that Door,
and ask that I may be confirmed in my work; that I may, in
return for His endless bounties, win, if He will, a drop out of
the ocean of servitude.
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AB10257

To: Shoghi Effendi

O thou who art young in years and radiant in countenance!

It has become known that you have been experiencing some ill
health and thus have been compelled to rest. This is no harm -
rest is sometimes necessary, otherwise like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, from
the intensity of bearing hardships, your constitution will be-
come completely weak and powerless and you will be unable
to work. Now, resting for a few days will do no harm. I hope
that you will be under the protection and care of the Blessed
Beauty.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10116

AB10153

To: Agha Bibi wife of Siyyid Aqa Afnan, in Abadih

O faithful leaf! With utmost joy and gladness, open thy tongue
in praise of the All-Forgiving Lord: “O peerless God! Give this
grateful handmaiden to drink from the cup whose mixture is
of camphor, and make her intoxicated with the wine of the
Divine Covenant, that I may cause all the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful to become inebriated and filled with attraction
and enthusiasm through this wine of the Testament.”

Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB10116
To: Aqa Ahmad (Himmatabad), in Abadih
O thou who gazest toward God! & Q) BL

In this appointed time, on this known day, plant thy feet firmly
upon the earth with steadfastness, that heavenly aid may reach
thee and divine protection preserve thee. For steps are slipping
and vain imaginings are circulating. Like unto a fierce lion and
a raging elephant, resist the doubts of the people of negligence,
and seek thy dwelling and refuge beneath the shadow of the
All-Forgiving Lord.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10158

AB10254

To: Talat Agah (Vafa), in Abadih

O Lord of existence and the King of the seen and unseen! Assist
those who prostrate themselves to raise up the foundations of
this praiseworthy edifice, so that Thy verses may be chanted
therein with the psalms of the House of David. And assist all
who strive and all who exert effort in establishing this great
school. Grant them a great reward in this world and the next,
and make their affairs prosper. Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the Loving.
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AB10221

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Akka

O spiritual friend! If you deem it advisable, you may send the
enclosed letter to that person. This consideration is due to the
fact that they rendered service, both financially and physically,
at that holy place. They brought two thousand two hundred
pieces of gold at a time when means were entirely lacking, and
it was spent in that place. Nevertheless, proceed in whatever
way you consider advisable.
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AB10158

To: Shah Jamshid son of Mihraban, in Akka

. O Persian friend! Divine confirmation brought you to the Holy
Land and honored you with gardening in the Paradise garden.
Give thanks for the bounty of the Peerless Lord Who enabled
you to achieve such a gift.
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wise to Khurshid’s father and mother, and likewise to Mihra- e s |y Ay yole y yy (e
ban, and likewise to Aga Surush’s relatives. by Gy e e u‘;“,, 1,

YARP2.661 p.447

AB10006

To: Mirza Diyaullah (Batum), in Anar

O Zia! Thou hast gained a ray from the Most Great Guid- |5, 5 28l 8 culas 3l 65, Lo
ance and hast illumined thy countenance. Thou hast played & s 5 22l O i g
the game of love and recognized thy Purpose. This bounty is
purely from the favors of the Most Great Unity, not from wor-
thiness and capacity. Although every bestowal requires merit
since thou art firm in the Covenant, yet the root of guidance Tos om dom o e | "
is a bounty. “He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He 7%~ <* =7~ uaaf‘tw—t«&f :: .
pleaseth.” And God bestoweth what He willeth upon whomso- il ﬁ’g Ppselileelt o G5 4
ever He willeth. He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Exalted. MMEK 64020
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AB09847

To: Aga Bala Karimuf, in Baku

O servant of the Threshold of the All-Merciful! At every mo- bl |7 02 A O D Ol 5 (6!
ment I remember thee and call thee to mind, agd I beseech _.’;}?ﬁ s (‘LL s 5 (.é\ ORI (_j
God that thou mayest become, through thy servitude to His 2 DT sl Jie
Most Glorious Beauty, the adornment of the world and the <+ 2 25 e U‘A’L:"“‘L” ; LA'T
cause of tranquility to humankind. o A

And mayest thou become so enkindled with the fire ignited in (5% Cailemy 62 55 5840 5l gtls Ol 5

the Tree of the All-Merciful that thou shalt become renowned BByt 5 (o3 f a5y, &
throughout the Caucasus and famous throughout all regions.
And upon thee be the Glory of God. S Sy
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09880

AB10259

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Baku

...When the friends do not endeavor to spread the message,
they fail to remember God befittingly, and will not witness
the tokens of assistance and confirmation from the Abha King-
dom nor comprehend the divine mysteries. However, when the
tongue of the teacher is engaged in teaching, he will naturally
himself be stimulated, will become a magnet attracting the di-
vine aid and bounty of the Kingdom, and will be like unto the
bird at the hour of dawn, which itself becometh exhilarated by
its own singing, its warbling and its melody....

SWAB#211x
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AB09880

To: Mashhadi Abutalib, in Baku

O thou sincere servant of the Abha Beauty! O longtime friend
and cherished companion!

2 Thy letter was the cause of joy and gladness, for it was like the
song of birds, nay rather, like an overflowing cup of the choice
wine. The rays of the bounty of the Abha Beauty crown thy
head, and the light of love for the Sun of Guidance dwells in
thy heart, and thou art clothed in the robe of His bestowals.
This is a mighty grace, this is a manifest light.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09966

AB10015

To: Hakim Davud father of Rafia, in Beirut

O thou distinguished physician!... Praise be to God that thou
hast two powers: one to undertake physical healing and the
other spiritual healing. Matters related to man’s spirit have a
great effect on his bodily condition. For instance, thou shouldst
impart gladness to thy patient, give him comfort and joy, and
bring him to ecstasy and exultation. How often hath it oc-
curred that this hath caused early recovery. Therefore, treat
thou the sick with both powers. Spiritual feelings have a sur-
prising effect on healing nervous ailments.

SWAB#130x, LOG#0963x
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AB09966

To: Dawlat Bihjat Mihraban, in Bombay

O Dawlat! Praise be to God, thou hast attained unto an en-
during sovereignty. Be thou therefore filled with hope and
stand firm and steadfast at the threshold of the Lord, for thou
hast soared to the heights of acceptance and hastened unto the
court of the All-Knowing God.

Give thanks unto God that He hath bestowed such bounty
upon thee and included thee among the recipients of His uni-
versal gift.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09972

AB10076

To: Haji Ahmad son of Haji Muhammad Salih Kazirani, in Bombay

O thou who yearnest after the All-Glorious Beauty!

> Praise be unto God that thou hast drunk from the fountain

of the Covenant and hast tasted the sweetness of the Testa-
ment of the Luminary of the entire world. Thou hast attained
thy journey’s end and hast sought the sheltering shade of His
outspread canopy.

Now that thou hast attained this station it behoveth thee to
take up the cup of Covenant in thy hand and enter the Assem-
blage of humankind singing the song: “In one hand the cup!
In the other the tresses of the beloved!” This is the dance I
wish to see thee dance in the midst of the marketplace!
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AB09972

To: Rustam Surush Farsi Maryamabadi, in Bombay

O Rustam! A mighty warrior and hero is one who charges
forth on the steed of the Covenant in the arena and puts to
rout the covenant-breaking hosts, who, like a world-illumining
ray, burns away the veil of dark imaginings and brings the
world under the banner of the Covenant, who unsheaths the
sword of the tongue and engages in praise of the pure Lord
for having favored the friends with such a Covenant, shown
the way, and made manifest the proof. And upon thee be the
Glory!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10161

AB10001

To: Shahriyar Ardishir, in Bombay

O Shahriyar Ardeshir! Ardeshir, like a brave lion, raised a roar
in this dusty world and created a commotion - he let out a cry
and raised his voice. You who are a pure lion of the divine
jungle - make your charge in this wilderness and raise your cry,
so that the sound of your mighty roar may reach the Kingdom
of Heaven and cause tumult in the reed-bed of the celestial
realm.

And upon you be the Glory.
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AB10161

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Haifa

O kind friend! The Persian gentlemen and Faruqi are proceed-
ing toward their destination to perfume their faces and hair
with the dust of the holy and fragrant shrine. You should
show them natural kindness and consideration, but there is
no need for an extended stay since they must return. Convey
yearning greetings to Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Hasan and the
other friends. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12687

AB09911

To: Mirza Muhammad Tabrizi, in Hamadan

...Abdul-Baha’s ever supplicates at the Threshold of Oneness:

“O peerless Lord! Make these passionate and enraptured souls
successful through Thine infinite mercy, that they may become
recipients of human perfections and manifestations of divine
favors. Let them become fresh flowers in the garden of guidance
and trees of utmost delicacy in the paradise of truth.

3 O Lord! Make them successful in Thy service and independent
of both stranger and kin. Send down, at every moment, the
dewdrops of Thy grace, that the garden of hearts may become
verdant and flourishing, and the flowers of divine bounty may
bloom.”...
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AB12687

To: Muhammad Javad Naraqi, in Hamadan

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy sincerity, stead-
fastness and firmness are clear and evident to this servant, and
the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom encompass thee. Be
confident and assured that the power of the Covenant is thy
supporter and helper.

Praise be to God that the luminosity of the Blessed Cause hath
illumined the horizons and the cry of “Ya Baha'u’l-Abha” is
raised from all regions.

3 Kindly forward the enclosed letter to his honor the Sadr.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10127

AB10022

To: Muhammad Taqi (Husaynabad), in Husaynabad (Hamadan)

O lover of the Countenance of the All-Glorious! Open an eye
that may behold the light of the Concourse on High. Unstop
an ear that may hear the melody of the Abha Kingdom. Make
ready a nostril that may inhale the holy fragrances. Open a
tongue that may explain the mysteries of God. Take a step

that may traverse from place to no-place in a single breath.

And wave a hand that may shower forth the sparkling pearls
of divine bounties.
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AB09996

To: Aqa Siyyid Mirza, in Isfahan

O noble Siyyid! Since thou art a manifestation of the love
of the Most Glorious Beauty and art related to the Supreme
Threshold, thou art a noble Siyyid and a leader of the righteous
ones. How excellent is what hath been said: A gnat whom
Thou enablest to soar becometh a falcon. Every stream that
receiveth sustenance from the ocean becometh a sea, and every
weak ant that findeth shelter with Solomon becometh a ruler

in the realm of might. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10127

To: Fathullah Khan son of Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan

O pure soul! The call to servitude rings out like the trumpet
blast, and the cry of bondage resounds throughout East and
West.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09856

2 If thou seekest heavenly sovereignty, pursue servitude at the
threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty, and if thou desirest
celestial glory, yearn for bondage at His Court.

This is true dominion in the divine realm; this is true kingship
in the domain of the All-Merciful.

And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB10151

To: Kawkab Sultan wife of Muhammad Rida, in Isfahan

O leaf stirred by the breezes of God!

Thanks be to God, the Self-Subsisting Lord, that thou hast
been freed from illusion and hast entered beneath the shel-
tering grace of the Ancient Beauty, the Known One. Thou
hadst a true dream wherein thou didst behold ‘Abdu’l-Baha
and didst arise to serve the Cause of God. Know thou the
value of this bounty and, so long as life remaineth in thy body,
render thanks.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09856

To: Mirza Ali Muhammad Vaiz, in Isfahan

O servant of Baha! ‘Ali and Muhammad are paired names,
and the perfections of both are combined and blended in the
Most Exalted Beauty.

Since you bear the name of that full moon, you must at every
moment convey a message from the most exalted realm to the
lower world, and that message is the attributes and character
of the All-Merciful, which is a heavenly message.
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AB09802

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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ABO09855

To: Muhammad Javad Rizi, in Isfahan

O servant of Baha! Give thanks to God that thou hast at-
tained to the desire of thy heart, hast walked in the path of
righteousness, and hast found the way to the threshold of the
Lord, the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

Now arise to serve with devotion and love, that thou mayest
witness the assistance of the hosts of the Supreme Concourse
and observe the bounty of aid from the Mercy to the worlds.

3 Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09802

To: Bibi Sakinih wife of Siyyid Yusuf, in Ishqabad

O handmaiden of God! In this Most Great Cycle and this
gracious Dispensation, the women have been raised up to an
exalted station. Some have become eloquent speakers, while
others have been endowed with a new and wondrous utterance.
Certain handmaidens have surged like unto an ocean, and cer-
tain leaves upon the Tree of existence have become even as
goodly fruits in the world of being.

Therefore, O handmaiden of God, strive thou to become one
of these sanctified fruits.
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AB09828

AB10261

To: Mashhadi Ghulam-Rida, in Ishqabad

...Give thanks unto God that thou wert born and brought
into being in this new age and wondrous century, that thou
didst hearken unto the call of the Promised One, turn thy face
toward the Countenance of the Beloved, and attain unto a
praiseworthy station. Although in this world of uncertainty
the loftiness of this station is neither known nor evident, yet
this bounty shall shine forth like unto a celestial lamp amidst
the gathering of spiritual beings in the Concourse on High.

3 e pae ) o § e S5 N
O pam N L A 3 ) g 3 g0 Ak O
P 5 (5358 45 3geme L 5 (b2 5000
Aor 5 O s, Ol )5 i jp (S 357
Codge U s 4 a5t 5 pobae plie o S
J“%ﬁ Okl o 2 OL«TC@ Asbe

335 Ole 5 s

MMEK3#140 p.097x

AB09828

To: Muhammad Rida Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O Builder of the firm, solid and mighty foundation! Whatever
lofty edifices thou beholdest, though their pinnacles pierce the
galaxy and reach unto the canopy of heaven, will ere long be
leveled with the dust.

> “Will ye build on every height a monument for vain delight?
And will ye get for yourselves fine buildings in the hope of
living therein forever? Far, far (from the mark)!”

Therefore, raise thou such an edifice whose palace turrets shall
be the canopy of sovereignty in that other world.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10237

AB12094

To: Irani, Abbas Quli (Alexandretta) et al., in Iskenderun

O you two firm ones in the Covenant! Praise be to God that ‘F‘“J:”“" & 5 S Ol b ys
on Naw-Ruz day, the pictured spirit, the luminous form of His L L
Holiness the Exyf;tlted I())ne founé) its resting place with the ut- = ‘}})Jﬁb UJ?)WJ,&C\,UJA} >
most joy and gladness in the purified sepulcher on God’s moun- Sl )’),j 2300 b,u“'uf (-Lu J 5o
tain, Mount Carmel, the sacred spot. And although the divine s (ALl "JLJ | \ 25 ol
friends were outwardly absent, in reality they were present and rit’ 3 2 AL Ay Pl g "b L
serving. X2
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AB12002

To: Muhammad Hadi, in Jahrum

The laws of God, such as fasting, obligatory prayer and the
like, as well as His counsels regarding virtues, good deeds and
proper conduct, must be carried out everywhere to the extent
possible, unless some insurmountable obstacle or some great
danger presents itself or it runneth counter to the dictates of
wisdom. For indolence and laxity hinder the outpourings of
love from the clouds of divine mercy, and people will thus re-
main deprived.
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AB10237

To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Natiq, in Kashan

The seminal fluid which is the substance of human existence iy 3 Cullddl 5oy ol £ y adss cle 1
was considered by the Shi’ih divines as unclean filth, but this s 1, A%uilie 4228 'CL~ o) dsle and sl
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prayer so that it may be correctly performed. )Y A2
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AB11796

Therefore, convey the Most Glorious Greeting to the respected
Aga Muhammad Ja’far and Na’ib Husayn Qahyazi. There is
no more time.

Permission is granted for your presence next winter.
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AB09889

To: Aqa Mirza Jafar Hadiuf Rahmani Shirazi, in Khugand

O thou who art near to the Threshold of the Almighty!

On this blessed Festival Day, with utmost hope I worship at
the Threshold of the Glorious Lord, and I seek endless bounty
and favor for that kind friend and the other friends.

On most days, meetings are held with travelers in the pil-
grim house of the Most Exalted Shrine which was established
through your efforts. Although it has not yet been completed,
its completion will soon be undertaken.
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AB11796

To: Relatives of Shah Khalilullah, in Khurasan

O relatives of Khalil, descendant of the illustrious Mir! That
family was renowned throughout the world in the days of God
for their faith and certitude, and today through their firmness
in the Covenant they must create such excitement among the
peoples of the world and raise such a melody that the heart of
Khurasan will be moved to rapture, the eternal light will shine
forth, and that region will become a paradise of delight.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09939

AB10002

To: Shahriyar Bihmard, in Kirman

O Shahriyar! God! The heavenly Friend is thy companion
and the celestial Lord is thy helper. The proof of this is the
guidance of the Lord, and the bounty of the Creator, and the
forgiveness and pardon of the All-Forgiving One.

Be grateful, be content, be happy! This is mercy, this is com-
passion, this is a gift! In thanksgiving for this unique bounty,
be joyous, seek success, show kindness, manifest goodwill.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09939

To: Kalimi, Khudabakhsh father of Habib Muayyid, in Kirmanshahan

O Khudabakhsh! God is the All-Bountiful and the All-Merciful.
Observe how, through His abundant bounty, He has caused the
Servant of Baha, in the Blessed Shrine, the Holy Land, to be-
come engaged in remembrance and mention of thee. Despite
being surrounded by waves of important matters from all di-
rections, I have set all aside and become occupied with thy
remembrance. And I hope that thou wilt witness the fruits
and results of this remembrance.
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AB09986

To: Yuhanna Dawud, in London

He is the Confirmer X S

> O descendant, of David! The Naw-Ruz festival brought abun-
dant joy. Praise be to God that thou art steadfast in service
and constant in servitude. Always write about the meetings
and gatherings in London and be present at all the assemblies
of the friends, encouraging and urging them to engage in teach-
ing. Make the honored maidservant of God, Nurmahall, happy
and joyful through the mention of God. And upon thee and
upon her be the most glorious Glory!
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AB09988

To: Ahmad Nabilzadih Qazvini, in Marv

O descendant and grandson of two Nabils, Ahmad ibn Nabil
ibn Nabil, upon whom be the Most Glorious Glory of God!
Your letter arrived. As you wrote, you have fallen into a severe
test, but praise be to God, you remained firm and steadfast.
And he who remains firm will ultimately prosper and attain
happiness in both worlds. Be not sorrowful, be not grieved.
Verily with difficulty is ease, verily with difficulty is ease. But
conduct your trade and business with wisdom and thought.

2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09892

AB10043

To: Firuzih daughter of Hakim, in Maryamabad

O handmaiden of God! I read thy letter and uttered thy name,
and was amazed at what a bounty the Lord of creation hath
bestowed, for Firuzih (turquoise) is indeed precious and, like
Naw-Ruz, is resplendent and manifest.

O Pure Lord! Make this handmaiden dear to Thee and fill
her cup to overflowing with the wine of Thy love. Thou art
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To: Mihraban Bahram Biman Maryamabadsi
O servant of the All-Merciful! Olay *edn gl 1

God has raised thee up from among all mankind, placed upon
thy head the crown of bounty, and bestowed upon thee the
diadem of eternal glory - and that is the recognition of the
All-Merciful God.

Therefore, act thou according to this bounty, and never be
downcast by trials and tests. Grow not withered, sit not in
sorrow, but be ready for that bounty.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09843

AB09792

To: Rugiyyih Sultan daughter of Muhammad Ibrahim Turk, in Maryamabad

O handmaiden of the All-Merciful! The Kind Lord has placed
upon thy head a bejewelled crown of certitude and faith, whose
brilliant gems shall illumine the centuries and ages to come.
Upon thee be greetings and praise. Give glad tidings of God’s
bestowals to all the handmaidens of God in that land, that
they may become joyous and glad.
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AB10152

To: Daughter of Ismullahul-Asdagq, in Mashhad

O assured leaf! That family is a household of faith and a
lineage of certitude. From the beginning of the dawning of
the brilliant Orb they were illumined by the lights of guidance
and were enlightened by the Sun of Truth. This is a bounty
of which you shall ever be proud and honored in the world of
creation. Know ye the value of this and taste its sweetness
continually.
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AB09843

To: Mirza Rida (Mazindaran), in Mazandaran

O servant of God! Although in this mortal world no soul finds
comfort, pleasure, peace of mind or joy of conscience, yet the
people of Baha are ever gladdened and rejoiced by the breaths
of the Kingdom of Abha, and are ever exhilarated and intoxi-
cated.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09815

2 Therefore, seek thou in every moment a new joy, and in every
breath be quickened with a fresh spirit, that thy breath may
become the breath of Christ.
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AB09864

To: Aga Abdu’l-Ali Quchani (Ishqabad), in Muhammadabad

You have asked whether or not the soul after its ascension will
be conscious of the physical worlds and that which befell it
therein. Know that the state of the soul after death is like

awakening from a dream. It will be conscious of all past states.

A well-known tradition declareth: “The people are asleep, and
when they pass away, they will awaken.” It is also stated in
the Qur’an: “Thou wast heedless of that; but We have removed
thy veil, and keen is thy sight this day....
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ABO09815

To: Fatimih Sultan wife of Haydar, in Najafabad

O handmaid of God! Be not sorrowful, be not grieved. For
every matter there is a wisdom, and ultimately its wisdom will
become manifest and evident. In times of tribulation, consider
the tribulations of this servant. Every hardship will become
easy, and every difficulty will become like comfort to the soul.

We place our hope in the great bounty of the Ancient Lord
that He will provide the means of joy and gladness. And the
glory be upon thee, O handmaid of God.
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AB09881

AB09837

To: Muhammad Bagir Ha’t, in Najafabad

O servant of God! If thou seekest divine good-pleasure, asso-
ciate and consort with the friends of God day and night, and
avoid the foul odor of the heedless ones, for it causeth lassi-
tude and removeth spirituality. Thou hast ever been and art
still the recipient of divine favors. Rest thou assured. I be-
seech God that thou mayest be drawn nigh unto the Sacred
Threshold.

Convey the Most Great, Most Wondrous greeting to His honor
Mirza Sadiq.
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AB09881

To: Muhammad Bagir Naragi

O thou servant of the Divine Threshold!

Though there may be a hundred thousand leagues of distance,
and mountains and plains may intervene and prevent physical
sight, yet the heart is near and the soul is intimate and com-
panionable both in the bright day and the dark night. The
darkness of the night of separation and the gloom and fever of
deprivation belong to the world of bodies, not to the realm of
heart and soul.

3 The meaning is that thou shouldst know thou art near, not far;
present and in attendance, not remote.
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AB09866

AB10139

To: Abbas son of Muhammad Sharif, in Nayriz

O thou who art the namesake and companion and co-worker of
‘Abdu’l-Baha! Praise be to God that we share in service to the
loved ones and are partners in name. Thou art successful and
confirmed in service to the friends while I remain in longing
for this endless bounty. Therefore give thanks to God for this
supreme success which is as a glittering crown bejeweled upon
the brow of the chosen ones. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB09866

To: Abu’l-Qasim Nayrizi

O servant of God! Beseech the Kind Lord that in this new
age and mighty century, when the Sovereign of the realms of
eternity (may my spirit be a sacrifice for His loved ones) has
set foot in the realm of being, and you have drunk from the
cup of bounty and attained recognition of the Dawning-Place
of lights - now that you are intoxicated with this wine, take in
hand an overflowing goblet of the crimson wine and give new
life unto others.

2 And the Glory be upon you.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10265

AB09854

To: Haji son of Karbala’i Muhammad, in Nayriz

O servant of Baha! Be self-sacrificing in the path of God, and
wing thy flight unto the heavens of the love of the Abha Beauty,
for any movement animated by love moveth from the periphery
to the centre, from space to the Day-Star of the universe.

Perchance thou deemest this to be difficult, but I tell thee that
such cannot be the case, for when the motivating and guiding
power is the divine force of magnetism it is possible, by its aid,
to traverse time and space easily and swiftly.

Glory be upon the people of Baha.
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AB10265

To: Mir Muhammad, in Nayriz

O thou who hast laid hold on the Sure Handle! Know thou
that the ‘Sure Handle’ mentioned from the foundation of the
world in the Books, the Tablets and the Scriptures of old is
naught else but the Covenant and the Testament.

This freely chosen Faith and Covenant hath caused a great
commotion throughout all regions and hath shaken the very
foundations of the Covenant-breakers. Well is it then with
thee, for thou hast laid hold on the hem of His grandeur.

GPB.238x
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AB09818

AB10115

To: Mirza Abdu’llah, in Nayriz

O thou who gazest upon God! Should all the peoples and
communities of the world gather together and seek to resist the
Covenant, they shall, through the power of the Most Glorious
Kingdom, become like those hosts that are put to flight, and
shall meet with failure and frustration.

Ere long thou shalt witness those who waver in manifest loss.

Soon shall the lights of the Covenant illumine the horizons,
and this is an evident truth and an unfailing promise.
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AB09992

To: Nayrizi, Muhammad Hasan son of Ahmad Ali et al.

O three kindled candles! The astronomers say that the Flying
Fagle, which is a celestial configuration, consists of three stars
that are brilliant and radiant. Therefore, beseech ye God that
ye may become the Flying Eagle in the horizon of divine unity
and become three luminous stars in the manifest horizon. And
upon you be glory!
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AB09818

To: Fatimih wife of Salmani, in Nayshabur

O faithful handmaiden! The light of faith shines radiantly and
brilliantly from the brow of every human being, whether man
or woman, and “in their faces thou shalt see the brightness of
bliss.” This light comes from the outpourings of the Kingdom
and from the effulgences of the Lord of Loving-kindness.
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AB09763

2 Observe how bright this ray is, that we here, from hundreds of
thousands of leagues away, can witness that light shining from
your brow.
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AB10032

To: Diyaullah Afnan Alai, in Port Said

O branch of the Blessed Tree! Your letter was noted and a
sweet fragrance was inhaled therefrom.

Today there are souls who have taken shelter beneath the di-
vine Tree, whose heart’s warmth shall soon set the world ablaze.
I hope that this wondrous branch may become one of those holy
souls and spiritual temples, for it has grown from the Blessed
Tree and is therefore most worthy of this great distinction.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB09763

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumsi, in Port Said

O my God! Tllumine the face of Thy servant with a brilliant
ray from the morn of Thy oneness and a resplendent light from
the Sun of Thy reality. Make him a sign of Thy confirmations,
a standard of Thy sustaining grace, a token of Thy mercy and
a manifestation of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the Strong,
the Powerful, the Mighty.

Regarding the recent events and incidents in Tehran - read
what was revealed by the Supreme Pen forty years ago in the
Kitab-i-Aqdas and give the glad-tidings.
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AB10215

AB10214

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

O Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah! Many pages are being sent. There
is no time for details. Bandar Jaz is correct, but sometimes in
the address of letters errors occur from the pen of the secretary,
and ‘Abdu’l-Baha never has time to read them a second time
except for some letters which are very important. But since
the friends do not accept them without seal and signature,
therefore they are signed and sealed.

Iyl @3t Blos) dlloel s BT Gl
o ot St Joad Cap 3350
O OByl g 4l Olge s Ly il
oo p Tl Tle 35t e K &
St § sl gam Ko 5,000 0L s 213
b Lol 5 e G Lol O Uy ol e

sptan sy Ll Vi Lot

INBA17:219

AB10215

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah’s eyes are tired and cannot write.

Despite this, this brief note is written. Send the papers.

Write to Mulla Bahram that Ardishir, son of Rustam Khan,
has permission to attain the presence.

Write the date of receipt of the friends’ letters on the envelope
and write from whom it is and which city it is from.
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AB10229

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

He is the Truth, the Self-Subsisting! f’;m :;;L\ P

My Lord! Thou knowest and seest that Thy servant, the lion
of the arena of conflict and the lion of the thickets of faithful-
ness, hath roared with Thy remembrance and been guided by
the light of guidance. O Lord! Plunge him into the pools of
everlasting life and cause him to warble with the melody of
the Dove in the gardens of faithfulness, that he may roar with
the roaring of a lion in the thickets of Thy greatest bounty.
Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
Thou art, verily, potent over all things.
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AB10119

To: Abdu’llah, in Qazvin

O thou who gazest upon the Truth! Open the eye of thy heart
and soul and behold the tender care of the Beloved.

The favors of the Most Desired One of the world are, like the
shining moon, manifest and evident though hidden from the
world, and the bounty of the Lord God is, like the morning
star, brilliant and resplendent.

Of this outpouring thou hast a portion and share, and of that
grace thou hast an unequaled part. Upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB09861

To: Agqa Abdu’l-Azim, in Qazvin

O thou servant of the Most Glorious Beauty!

> Servitude is great. It is a great trust from God and a mercy
from the Lord. The heavens and earth are powerless to bear
it, and the mighty mountains fall short in sustaining it. It
is man who can carry this trust. Consider what a gift and
bestowal this is, that it has preceded all created things, and
the mightiest forces of the world cannot resist it.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10108

To: Aga Muhammad Javad Qazvini

...0 my God! Grant wings to this bird of the garden of divine
knowledge, and bestow Thy favor and nearness upon this moth
of the candle of Thy love. Guide this wanderer in the desert
of love to the privacy of Thy grace, and lead this one who
thirsteth in the wilderness of separation to the spiritual ocean
of reunion. Make this ancient servant an intimate at the feast
of Thy favors, and enrich this poor and lowly one with true
wealth....
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AB10143

AB09798

To: Baji Khanum wife of Muhammad Javad, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! Present tribute and offering to the
King of the throne of the Kingdom. The tribute and offering
is love for His Holiness, the One steadfast in the path, and
beholding the radiant lamp through the grace of the Beloved
Friend.

It is hoped that thou wilt take tribute and receive offering from
the world of contingent being - that is, that thou wilt, through
the grace of the Lord of Signs, bring the kingdom of created
things into subjection.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10143

To: Hubbiyyih Kazimzadih Samandari, in Qazvin

O blessed leaf, sapling of the divine garden! Mirza Tirazullah
was constantly occupied with thy remembrance in his heart
and was accustomed to think of thee while circumambulating
the Holy Shrine. He did not forget thee for a moment. Be
grateful that thou hast such a brother. And upon thee be the
Glory, O Leaf of God!

Convey the Most Glorious and Wondrous Greetings to the spir-
itual leaf Mihriyyih and the luminous leaf Khatun Jan.
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AB09811

To: Ismat daughter of Muhammad Bagqir Nabil, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! Today chastity and purity consist 3 < ,le ¢ 5! s 5 Cenas Al &!

in steadfastness in God’s Covenant. Whosoever is confirmed
therein dwells in the shelter of chastity and the stronghold of
purity.

Today the handmaidens of God must be diffusers of the light of
guidance and must radiate the brilliance of steadfastness, that
they may prove worthy to be maidservants at the Threshold
of His Oneness.

Praise God that thou art confirmed in this great bounty. Upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10124

To: Mirza Husayn Davasaz, in Qazvin

O thou who gazest upon the face that is turned toward the
Kingdom of Abha and the hidden and invisible Dominion!
Commune in prayer and say:

O Kind Lord! O Pure God! Grant this feeble servant a shelter
beneath the shade of Thy Word of Mercifulness, and give this
sorrowful one a refuge in the shadow of the Tree of Joy. Bestow
a portion upon this portionless one, and confer a share upon
this shareless one. From the ocean of Thy grace send forth a
drop, and from the river of Thy bounty vouchsafe a sprinkling,
that I may find fresh life and seek boundless favor.
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ABO09875

To: Mirza Nasrullah, in Qazvin

O servant of Truth, kind uncle! In the Sacred Threshold, you
were remembered and a request was made to pen this letter.
Observe how beloved you are, that in such a station you were
remembered and such a bounty was sought. Therefore, you
must appreciate the value of this love and, through divine as-
sistance and favor, arise to serve the Sacred Threshold. And
upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB10058

To: Muhammad Isma’il Khalili, in Qazvin

O thou who hast held fast to the Sure Handle! Open the
eye of insight and behold the light of truth. The effects of
the outpourings of the Abha Kingdom have encompassed the
hidden world and the universe.

And when thou discoverest such an outpouring rain and foun-
tain of mysteries, say: “Glorified, Holy is the Lord of the angels
and the Spirit!”

The eye of the Ancient Beauty’s loving-kindness is open, and
His grace and bounty encompass every free servant. And glory
be upon the people of Glory!
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AB10132

AB10100

To: Munir Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O Munir! Luminous bodies are of two kinds: one that derives
its light from another, whose luminosity is a deposited sign,
and the other that is inherent, which is an established sign of
the Ancient Beauty.

Therefore, turn thy face toward the Ancient Beauty and seek
recourse at the threshold of His oneness, that His most holy
outpouring may continuously descend upon every sanctified
heart and His effulgence and radiance may perpetually endure.
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AB09981

To: Sadhijiyyih Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O Sadhijiyyih! When the sweet musk-scented fragrance of the
soul reaches the nostrils, it bestows life upon the spirit and
removes the dust of heedlessness from the heart. It makes the
tongue eloquent, the ear hearing, the eye seeing, and gladdens
the soul with endless bounties. Verily, thy Lord hath quickened
hearts and souls through the breeze wafting from the gardens
of oneness, perfumed and life-giving to souls.
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AB10132

To: Shaykh Ahmad Farhadi, in Qazvin

O sapling of the garden of the love of God! How fortunate
and blessed wert thou to have been planted in this garden,
and to have grown and developed in this divine paradise. I
hope that thou wilt appear like sweet basil by the stream of
divine knowledge, manifesting the utmost freshness and grace,
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diffusing the fragrance of the All-Merciful, and scattering musk-  J& i ) 24, 3l oge bl

laden perfumes. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09791

To: Taraziyyih Samandari, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of Baha! Give thanks that in this mighty Dis-
pensation thou wert brought into the cradle of existence, didst
drink from the breast of love, wert nurtured in the bosom
of recognition, didst grow and develop beneath the sheltering
grace of the Abha Beauty, and didst attain unto the supreme
gift. Therefore, arise to praise these divine favors and render
thanks night and day. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10017

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

O wondrous Tiraz! In the language, tiraz signifieth a beau-
teous garment, and also a renowned city. Therefore, be thou
a silken vestment adorning the comely figure of the Beloved of
the Covenant and Testament, and become a resplendent light
in this wondrous city. Through thy beauty, grace, freshness
and delicacy, mayest thou become the envy of the youths of
Paradise and the object of jealousy to the fair ones of Khutan
and Khita.
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AB10005

To: Attar, Muhammad son of Shawkat Khanum, in Qazvin

O thou who art patient and thankful! Be not grieved, and
scatter not the pearls of thy tears from the fountain of thine
eyes. Be content with the divine decree and set thy face toward
resignation and contentment.

Praise be to God, that leaf hath ascended unto the nursery of
the heavenly Lote Tree, and that handmaiden hath hastened
unto the court of her Lord, hath turned away from the coarse
clay of separation, and found her way unto the palace of re-
union.
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AB10216

To: Siyyid Isma’il Shirazi, in Rangoon

O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Isma’ill What you sent has arrived com-
pletely and in full, and it has been and is being spent in chari-
table causes and in the most holy and blessed places.

Assuredly from the effects of these righteous deeds universal
blessings will be obtained, like unto a grain that groweth into
seven ears, and in every ear there are a hundred grains, and
God multiplieth for whom He willeth.

I beseech God that He may cause His grace to be all-
encompassing and His bounty to be complete.
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AB09850

AB09859

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Rasht

O servant of the Abha Beauty! His honor Haji has arrived
and states that I have the utmost joy and satisfaction with his
honor Mirza Tiraz. They have shown me great kindness. We
beseech God that this sapling of the garden of the Covenant
and Testament may grow and develop with utmost freshness
in the paradise of the Abha beauty, and may ever guide and
direct all to firmness in the Covenant and Testament.

And upon thee be glory.
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AB09850

To: Ustad Jafar Kuluchihpaz, in Rasht

O thou servant of Baha! Seek from God that thou mayest
understand the mystery of sacrifice. Turn to Him that thou
mayest receive comfort in the protection of the Unseen. Ut-
ter His praise that thou mayest find thy way to the invisible
Kingdom. Thus shalt thou obtain new grace and find limitless
treasure awaiting thee each dawn and every evening.

Worship in this dispensation is a magnet, which attracts the
divine confirmations and servitude is the greatest means to
obtain His bounty. Cling fast to these two and ask thy heart’s
desire.
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AB09965

AB09841

To: Abbas Jarrah, in Sabzihvar

O servant of God! In the body of the world there exist a
hundred thousand festering wounds, and in the vitals of the
peoples and nations there are visible concealed wounds from
soul-piercing daggers. The salve for these wounds is the Most
Great Panacea - the Word of God, and the medicine for this
malady lies in the remedies of the divine dispensary. Therefore,
if thou art able, apply a salve to these wounds and provide a
cure for this malady.
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AB10060

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab nephew of Mulla Ali, in Sabzihvar

O thou who art turned toward the Abha Kingdom! The infinite
bounty of God was like the outpouring of the spring rain and
the descent of the March showers, but only blessed and holy
ground benefits from this bounty, while barren land remains
deprived—that is, this bounty produces no effect and yields no
growth. Therefore one must strive to acquire capacity—the ca-
pacity that comes through detachment, spirituality and turn-
ing to God.
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AB09965

To: Aqa Abdu’llah (Sabzivar) et al., in Sabzihvar

O true friends! Night and day I am occupied with the remem-
brance of those divine loved ones and am intimate with the
thoughts of those spiritual yearning ones. I hope from the
Ever-Living, the All-Powerful that each one may become, in
this divine garden, a delicate, red, fragrant rose and a fruitful
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AB09853

tree, yielding fresh fruit and displaying amber-scented blos-
soms. O Lord! Assist these servants.

O handmaiden of God! Convey most wondrous greetings from
this wanderer in the wilderness of God’s love to the pure,
blessed and good mother.
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AB09967

To: Muhammad Isma’il, in Sabzihvar

O thou who art sacrificed in the path of love!

> According to the belief of the followers of the Qur’an, His Ho-
liness Ishmael, or according to the explicit texts of the Torah,
His Holiness Isaac, hastened to the altar of sacrifice with the
utmost joy, dancing and leaping. He laid his head beneath the
blade and dagger. In truth, he taught the way of the lovers
and fulfilled the condition of the yearning ones.

However, that sacrifice was replaced by a redemption, but thou
must not accept “We ransomed him with a mighty sacrifice.”
Rather, shed thy blood and begin thy sacrifice of life. This is
the supreme triumph.
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To: Abdur-Rasul Bazzaz, in Shiraz
O servant of Baha! L foy (sl

The Abha Beauty was the Light of the horizons and the Sun
of Truth did shine forth, but alas, a thousand times alas, that
imperfect souls and heedless hearts, like black stones, remained
deprived, despairing and veiled from the radiance of the sun
and moon.
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Give thanks to God that, mirror-like, thou didst turn toward
the Luminary of the Supreme Concourse and didst receive a
portion of the Most Great Guidance.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09879

To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi

O servant of God! Though outwardly you are in Shin while we
are in Sin - that is, in the province of Syria - in reality we are
under the shade of one Tree and are blessed by one Fruit. We
are in the gathering of “Am I not?” and intoxicated from the
cup of the Covenant. We have entered the Abha Paradise and
have arrived in the rose-garden of divine favors. Therefore, let

b ad 5 ale L s G ez o
VI3 K S W I URCHN SR
J(:‘“‘”&“ﬁﬁ&@:ﬁﬁ&
,(g&\s@ﬁ\&,awﬁ,\@p(u&
,,\,u;.@;r.wwg,\,ow&u?ﬁ

us praise God for this companionship. LA ol

And upon you be the Glory. Sl 5Ly,
INBA87:171a, INBA52:170b, LDR.270

AB09931

To: Abu’l-Qasim Saatsaz Shirazi

O Abu’l-Qasim! fﬂw\,,\ ol sl

You were in the Holy Land and witnessed my constant pressing
occupations. Despite this, you have requested correspondence
before even reaching home. But what can be done? One must,
to the extent possible, be the cause of joy and delight to the
hearts of the friends and carry out their wishes.

They have attained this power and might and sovereignty and
dominion through the outpourings of the love of the Ancient
Beauty. How excellent is this power, this power!
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AB10137

AB10110

To: Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz

O thou who art the companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! Not for a mo-
ment do I cease to remember thee, and I am ever the intimate
companion of thy thoughts and remembrance. I beseech God
that thou mayest become a sign of guidance and a gift of the
Kingdom of Abha, detached from the world and attracted to
the Concourse on High, speaking forth praise and manifesting
the Most Beautiful Names. And all these virtues circle round
the love of God. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09790

To: Baha’id-Din Afnan, in Shiraz

O branch of the Blessed Tree! The intermediary has described
how thou art like a verdant branch, fresh and vigorous through
the breezes of the Covenant, and like lustrous leaves, green and
flourishing from the bounty of the clouds of the All-Merciful
and the rain of the All-Glorious. We hope that in this spiritual
springtime thou wilt become full of blossoms and flowers and
yield delectable fruit.
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AB10137

To: Karbala’@ Haji, in Shiraz

O guide on the path! Divine guidance is the messenger of grace
and the greatest gift and the fruit of the tree of mercy. How
many souls wept in search of guidance but, lacking sincerity,
remained deprived. And how many souls who, upon merely
hearing, ran upon the highway of guidance and drank from
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the Kawthar of bounty and tasted the honey of purity. Since
you are among such souls, give thanks to God.
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AB12675

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O Bashir, thou Joseph of the All-Mercifull What thou hadst
written was noted. All the meanings were spiritual in content,
conducive to the heart’s joy and the cause of spiritual gladness.

Praise be to God that in the lamp of Shiraz, the divine light
hath shown forth with luminous flame, and gradually, God
willing, it shall cast its rays upon the niche of that region.
The precious soul of his honor the Chief shall exert a complete
influence, and those who slumber shall awaken, and those who
have lost their way shall be guided to the Ka’bih of their goal.

And upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.
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AB09883

To: Mirza Shukri, in Shiraz

O thankful servant of the Forgiving Lord!

His bestowals are infinite and His favors endless. His compas-
sion encompasses all and His mercy is spread throughout the
earth. His light is radiant and His luminary is brilliant. Among
His favors are faith, certitude and spiritual knowledge.

How then can one adequately render thanks for this boundless
bestowal except according to human capacity and the measure
of one’s power of speech and utterance, like pearls and gems?
Therefore, offer thanks to the extent of your ability.
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AB10203

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aga Mirza Aqa Nurud-Din), in Shiraz

O exalted branch of the Blessed Tree! Regarding the house
which you had written about that is in the vicinity of the Most
Great, Blessed, Revered and Purified House - and about which
you had written previously - immediately upon receipt, a letter
was written to the honored Afnans, upon them be the Most
Glorious Glory of God. No reply has yet arrived. When the
reply comes, I will inform you accordingly.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB09906

To: Mother of Mirza Ali Rida, in Shiraz

O Lord! One leaf from the Tree of Thy mercy has abandoned
this ephemeral world and soared to Thy eternal garden. Like
a dove she cooed and lamented until she became nestled in
the branches of Thy oneness. O Forgiver, Thou art forgiving!
O Creator, Thou art bountifull! O Noble One, Thou art the
Bestower of endless favors! And the Glory be upon her.
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AB10026

AB09933

To: Muhammad Bagir Hushyar, in Shiraz

O spiritual friend! Your musk-scented letter was noted. They
desire to extinguish the fire of the love of God through great
calumny, but it only increases in intensity, flame and blaze. In
the Qur’an it is stated: “As often as they kindle a fire for war,
God extinguisheth it.”

In any case, rest assured in the grace and bounty of Truth.
Verily thy Lord will assist the sincere ones through deeds by
which the fragrances of God are diffused, but the rebellious
ones are in manifest loss.
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AB10026

To: Muhammad Hasan Mirza Ata-Nizam, in Shiraz

O ‘Ata’u’-Nizam! Praise God that thou hast become the dear
gift of the All-Knowing, and hast tasted the honey of immortal-
ity. Thou hast witnessed the dawn of guidance and observed
the effulgence of the light of Baha.

Thou wert silent, and became illumined; thou wert uncon-
scious, and became conscious; thou wert listless, and became
full of zeal and enthusiasm. This is from the great bestowals
of the Lord God. Be thou thankful, be thou thankful.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09882

To: Muhammad Rida son of Akhtar, in Shiraz

O Servant who has acquiesced radiantly to the divine Decree!

> To attain the true station of radiant acquiescence is the great-
est bounty of the Abha Beauty, but the full realization of this
attribute, which is the greatest honor in the world of human-
ity, is very hard to attain. It is very difficult, very intricate
to achieve. This attribute will only become evident when tests
occur.

I beseech God that He may confirm upon thee this great
bounty.

Praise be to God, the Lord of all the Worlds.
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AB10149

To: Zivar Sultan Afnan, in Shiraz

O blessed and holy leaf! A hundred thousand queens of the
horizons yearned to sweep the threshold of the chosen ones
but were not successful, while you are counted and numbered
among the leaves of the Blessed Tree. Consider what a bounty
you have attained! Therefore, in thankfulness for the favors of
God, strive in the sanctification, purification, recognition and
certitude of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful.
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AB10112

To: Nadr Muhammad (Ilkhchi), in Tabriz

O Nadir Muhammad!

Nadir shed the blood of several million people in order to con-
quer an earthly realm and a worldly domain, and in the end he
hastened to the world of dust and took up residence in a nar-
row and dark grave. Therefore, be thou such a Nadir that, hav-
ing become sanctified from the kingdom of dust, thou mayest
take up residence in the divine realm and establish thyself in
a heart-expanding plain.
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AB09863

To: Abdu’l-Husayn Khadim, in Tihran

O servant of the Blessed Beauty! One of the blessed names
is Husayn, which is the light of the two Easts. Thou art the
servant of Husayn, and for this reason art the joy of East and
West.

Servitude at His Threshold is sovereignty in both worlds, and
ancient and resplendent glory in both horizons.

Arise to fulfill whatsoever are the requirements of this blessed
name, that thou mayest become a manifest sign and a burning
flame. Give thanks unto God for this.
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AB12672

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O Amin of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! This blessed day is the birthday of
the Promised One, the Most Great Name. ‘Abdu’l-Baha re-
membered thee and offered felicitations on this holy festival,
that thou mightest attain joy and gladness, and be filled with
delight and felicity, inasmuch as on such a day thou art remem-
bered before this servant. From the bounties of the Manifest
Beauty, the hope is cherished that His honor Amin may remain
preserved and at peace beneath the shadow of the All-Merciful,
the Compassionate.
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AB09924

To: Ahmad Taligani, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! With the utmost lowli-
ness and supplication, I have beseeched the Court of Oneness
that He may immerse thy pure-born parents in the ocean of His
forgiveness and pardon, admit them into the eternal Paradise—
the Garden of Meeting and the Garden of Immortality—and
make them the recipients of His infinite favors. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB12691

To: Ali Asghar Shirazi, in Tihran

O servant of the Truth! Your letter was received and its con-
tents brought joy. I beseech God that you may ever serve this
son of a martyr with perfect faithfulness and trustworthiness,
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and carry out the requirements of fidelity. Deliver the two en-
closed letters. There is no time for more. And upon you be
the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB12004

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

This newspaper in the West was published by someone from
abroad and contains a detailed section about this Cause. Al-
though it has many errors, including the matter of the Prophet
of Akka, since it demonstrates the greatness and exaltation of
the Cause of God, and “virtue is that which is testified to by
strangers,” therefore it was sent so that you may publish and
distribute it.

o ol O e ok e Ly by, U
c.):f (}‘/‘/\ a‘)i‘}ﬂiﬂéﬂé) o:;f
s dar 300 sl sy g 4§
ﬁ)&.&lﬂﬁjd‘y}dﬁ&)&m
b5V & 4 b Jadl ) alee &1l

-\:AJ)%\ o.);.écldb-\:vdu)‘

INBAT79.059a

AB09989

To: Aqa Siyyid Husayn, in Tihran

O namesake of the Intended One!

The melody of the Abha Kingdom is raised high, and the song
of the nightingale of faithfulness in the rose-garden of spiritual
meanings is life-imparting to the wise. At times it plays the
tune of Hijaz, and at other times it raises high the melody of
Shahnaz-i-‘Iraq. Sometimes it plays the station of lovers, and
at times it gives voice to the sighs and lamentations of the
yearning ones.

You too must raise a wondrous melody in the assemblage of
humanity, that you may become the chief musician among the
birds of the garden of holiness, and in the rose-bush of divine
unity sing spiritual songs in various modes.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10168

AB12693

To: Azizullah Varga, in Tihran

1 O thou dear one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! This is a glorious day of
festival, and the lights of the Abha Kingdom are shining and
gleaming with intense brilliance. ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes to thee
with the pen of faithfulness and offers thee festival greetings.

2 Thy services at the Threshold of the Most Great Oneness are
accepted. Glad tidings unto thee!

w

The blessed photograph of the martyred one arrived on the
day of the festival together with the picture of Ruhu’llah, may
my spirit be a sacrifice for him. On one hand, mine eyes wept
blood, while on the other hand, the festival became blessed. I
am longing to see Mirza Ruhu’llah.
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AB10168

To: Baha’is of Haqqih et al., in Tihran

1 O ye friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! The greatest service at the Sa-
cred Threshold is the establishment of meetings for teaching.

2 Therefore, O ye divine friends and companions of ‘Abdu’l-Baha
- or as the Turks say, “yoldash” and “arkadash” [fellow-travelers
and companions] of this one drowned in the sea of evanescence
- you must exert your utmost effort in establishing teaching
gatherings so that the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom
may encompass you and the attractions of the Concourse on
High may become manifest.

3 And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09796

AB09797

To: Bahiyyih daughter of Zabih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God who is attracted to His love! You speak
truly and I know what you say. Therefore it is better that I
close the door to reproach and complaint beforehand. What
else can you say? I have also written in my own hand.

Furthermore, those two birds of the garden of guidance have
made their nest in the same nest and in truth they have the
status of a single soul: “Who created you from a single soul
and made from it its mate.”

And may the Glory be upon you.
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AB09796

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O attracted handmaiden of God! Although some time has
elapsed since our correspondence was delayed, the reason was
that not a minute’s opportunity presented itself. Now in the
land of Joseph, the country of Egypt, I have undertaken to
write this letter so that you may know you are ever in my
thoughts, and I write in my own hand.

Convey with utmost longing the most wondrous and glorious
greetings to Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Sadiq, and likewise to the oth-
ers.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10136

AB09800

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O handmaid of God! Spend all thy time in teaching and occupy
thyself with awakening the heedless women, that thou mayest
guide them to the Most Great Guidance and cause them to
follow the example of the holy leaves.

In this day divine confirmations encompass those souls who
are occupied day and night with teaching the Cause of God
and are engaged in diffusing the divine fragrances. This is the

magnet that attracts divine aid, protection, grace and bounty.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10136

To: Husayn son of Muhammad Ali Kashani, in Tihran

O new blossom in the rose-garden of divine knowledge! The
sign of the manifestation of the Blessed Beauty is deposited
and concealed within the reality of all things, and the diffused
rays of the Sun of Truth are reflected and visible in the mirrors
of all beings. In assured souls, the sign of divine bestowal is
manifest and resplendent, while in wavering souls it remains
hidden, concealed and obscure. Ask thou of God that thou
mayest become a brilliant lamp.

2 The Glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10056

AB11795

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

A report has been received from Aqa Mirza Ahmad Isfahani
regarding the spread of the Cause of God in the territory of
America, along with an article that was published in one of
the American newspapers. This is being sent to you. Have the
newspaper article translated and printed together with a copy
of the report, and disseminate them in other directions.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB10056

To: Inayatullah Farzar, in Tihran

O hundred-petalled rose of the rose-garden of love!

Arise with heart and soul to serve thy father, nay rather, sac-
rifice thy life in his path, for he hath led thee to the fountain
of heavenly bounty and made thee a manifestation of the great
and glorious favors.

He hath fully discharged the rights of fatherhood; do thou
likewise carry out to the utmost degree the duties of sonship,
that “excellent is the father and excellent is the son” may be
fully realized.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB09999
AB10129

To: Inayatullah Farzar, in Tihran

O sapling of the garden of divine favors! Sle pl Ji !

2 Like a cypress by the stream thou hast grown up beside these
rivers, and from the drops of the clouds of grace and bounty
thou hast gained freshness and delicacy. From the springtime
breeze thou hast put forth leaves and blossoms, and through
the kindness of the Most Great Name - may my spirit be sacri-
ficed for the trees of His gardens - I hope that thou wilt yield
true fruit and bear sweet produce.

And upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.
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AB09999

To: Kashipaz, Aqa Muhammad Hasan et al., in Tihran

O ye candles which have been lighted by the fingers of the
Blessed Perfection!

2 Praise be to God that ye are illumined by the light of knowl-
edge and are earnestly striving to acquire noble virtues. At
the threshold of the Abha Beauty ye are regarded with favour
and in the school of education ye are suckling babes at the
breast of arts and sciences. I beseech God that ye may be so
highly distinguished in sciences that your fame will be noised
throughout all regions and your fair name be on the lips of all
enlightened people; that ye may become the means of the exal-
tation of the Cause of God and the exponents of the manifold
blessings of the Abha Beauty.

May the glory of the Most Glorious rest upon you!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10077

AB10260

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Nazimul-Hukama, in Tihran

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that blazeth in the Tree
of the Covenant!

Arise to exalt the Word of the Lord and say: O ye that are
heedless, be vigilant! O ye that slumber, awaken! O ye that
are veiled, unveil yourselves! O ye that are silent, speak forth!
O ye that seek, hasten! O ye that thirst, drink! O ye that
hunger, eat! O ye that are naked, clothe yourselves! O ye that
love, purify your faces for God, the True One.

Verily, God is the All-Merciful, the Most Compassionate.
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AB10077

To: Muhammad Javad Isfahani, in Tihran

O thou who art yearning for the Beauty of the All-Glorious!

By day and by night we supplicate the Threshold of the Self-
Sufficient One in utter lowliness and in tears, imploring Him
and saying: “O Thou kind Lord! Safeguard these friends
within the sanctuary of Thy protection and enable them to
cast aside all things, both great and small. Free them from the
world of being and enable them to be detached from this con-
tingent world and its defilements. Refresh them by the breaths
wafting from the abode of the Placeless and bestow upon them
life anew.”
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10140

AB09925

To: Muhammad Taqi Turk, in Tihran

O thou who art steadfast in the Covenant!

The moment that He Who is the Day-Star of the world shone
forth above the East and the West, the differences and distinc-
tions separating the Turks from the Tajiks, the French from
the Belgians, the Persians from the Americans, and the Asians
from the Africans were obliterated and abolished, and the call
of the oneness of mankind rang out like a cannon shot. Thus,
thou dost behold the East and the West in close embrace, and
dost witness how the Occident and the Orient are attracted
like unto two lovers.
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AB10140
To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran
He is the Self-Subsisting. p;i)\ 9

O thou goodly leaf! Breathe forth the favors of the All-Loving
Lord and bring tidings of the bounties of the Sovereign of ex-
istence, for though we had and have no worthiness, He hath,
through His generosity and grace, caused us to attain unto
nearness and reunion in the Day of Distinction.

O God! Train these servants and handmaidens beneath the
shade of the Divine Lote-Tree through Thy most great favors.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10109

AB10163

To: Siyyid Asadullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O kind friend! Although a letter was written, I desired to pen
something in my own hand as well, so that it might make up for
what was missed. But I have spiritual communication with the
divine friends, and that is the unity of condition in servitude
at the threshold of the Lord of Majesty—and what connection
could be greater than that?

Therefore, keep your heart strong and attend to the arrange-
ment of affairs with the utmost calm and composure, and seek
utter devotion at the sacred threshold of the Self-Subsisting
One. Verily, this is the kingdom that shall not perish.
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AB10109

To: Siyyid Sadiq, in Tihran

O truthful and eloquent believer! In every moment thou
comest to mind, and with every breath I remember thee, and
at the threshold of the Beloved of the horizons, with utmost
longing, I seek bounty on thy behalf.

Thou art My truthful servant, beloved and worshipped, there-
fore thou art accepted by Me. My soul and thine are both
sacrificed for the Blessed Beauty. What more couldst thou
wish for and what more couldst thou seek?

And peace be upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09953

AB10171

To: Spiritual Assembly of Tihran

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! His honor ‘Adudu’s-
Saltanih has set out for Tehran. He is somewhat downcast
and distressed. Praise be to God, he has turned his attention
to the Abha Kingdom and has derived illumination from the
lamp of guidance. Show him the utmost love and kindness,
and guide him in every way to the good-pleasure of God, to
hold fast to the hem of His grandeur, and to detachment from
all else save Him.

And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB09953

To: Wife of Mirza Muhamamd Ali (Rasht) et al., in Tihran

O two cherished handmaidens of God! The loving Lord de-
sires handmaidens who are pure in heart, that they may be-
come lamps of guidance and stars of righteousness, causing the
women to be guided, supported by the hosts of the Supreme
Concourse, becoming an army of life and the forces of the Most
Glorious Kingdom. I hope that you two may become among
these. Upon you both be the Most Glorious Glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB09979

ABO09817

To: Wife of Muhammad Husayn Nagqash, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! The devoted and successful leaf arrived & > Olwl o5 43, 45, Alasl el
at the Threshold of the All-Merciful and with spirit, heart and — Cells B 5 5 o d s b o)
body circumambulated the Spiritual Place of Circumambula- — Ja 5 OLlsy, eF s 258 b |l
tion, and was present in the gathering of the divine ones and X3 f ol &Lg\.:)
the assembly of the heavenly ones.
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AB09979

To: Kashani, Inayatullah son of Aqa Muhammad Ali, in Tihran

O child of the servant of God! In the world of existence, the (7% e 20y fle 3 (bl fos “o3l)
most precious of all beings is a loving father and a kind mother. a& Cwl 8L j3le 5 5050 b 55
Praise be to God that thou hast been blessed with such par- dj,_,, s 6}{ _)‘,f ) 5l
ents, who are dawning-places of certitude and manifestations dsliebl e 4 Ol
of assurance.

How blessed is the son who hath such a father, and how blessed i 5 5,05 ju Cpor s S 2 g
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10117

AB10014

To: Unknown, in Tihran

O Ta’irih of the heights of the love of God! I am now in Alexan-
dria, Egypt. In the early dawn I set about writing this letter.
The eloquent and wondrous verses which flowed like running
water from your gifted pen regarding the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar
were perused. They are indeed most sweet.

Praise be to God that through the bounty of the Ancient
Beauty, East and West are in connection and are quickened.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10117

To: Mirza Husayn Aliuf Ouskouli, in Usku

O thou who gazest upon God! Persian, Arabic and Turkish are
all languages of the lovers of the Beauty of the Beloved. Love
itself hath a hundred other tongues. The purpose is meanings,
not words - reality, not metaphor. The wine of inner truths
and meanings is delectable in any cup, be it a golden goblet
or an earthen vessel. Yet surely a crystal and bejeweled cup is
more refined.

2 And the Glory be upon thee.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

a2 85 5 3p s b @ J) Ll
s 1y gie cudlle dla Oladle 0L
LU & Coglas daie ol K3 0L o
Gl 5 Gl Gl 32 & ol Cad
5/ J“:’L 3)) (’1’ °‘)’" ‘)‘; LS’”K A
g 3 ot ple 2l Ly o kol

ol il

S T

MAS5.035, MJT.137, MSHR4.157

67

1

2


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/988.pdf#page=12
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MAS5/mas5-35.html
https://bahai-library.com/abdul-baha_alvah_munajat-hayeh_turki
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MSHR4.pdf#page=153

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10142

AB09982

To: Bahman Khudamurad, in Yazd

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of the Covenant! We
have read what thou didst write and praise of the Lord flowed
from our tongue, for He brought order to the wanderer at His
threshold and made the desert-traverser intoxicated and suc-
cessful from the cup of the Covenant. Therefore, by the power
of the divine Covenant, break the might of every ignorant one
and, like fire, purify gold and silver, so that with illumined
countenance they may lift the veil in the market of the jewel-
ers.

May thy soul be happy.
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AB10142

To: Bibi Sahib, in Yazd

O thou pure leaf! Raise thy hands in supplication to the thresh-
old of Oneness and begin thy humble entreaty, saying: “O
Thou Self-Sufficient One! Accept this insignificant handmaiden
at Thy blessed Threshold, and enable these broken wings to
soar in the holy atmosphere of Thy bounty. Guide this poor
one to the treasury of wealth, and lead this lowly one to the
court of Thy glory.”
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AB09813

AB09806

To: Firuzih Rustam Siyavashi, in Yazd

O handmaid of God! As Shah-Siyavush was like an angel and
a divine messenger, a devoted servant at the threshold of the
Most Glorious Beauty - may my spirit be a sacrifice for His
loved ones - therefore, after his ascension he became a guardian
at the threshold of the Most Glorious Kingdom and was num-
bered among the true servants. Therefore you, who were the
companion of that musk-scented and sanctified soul, must re-
main so firm in the Covenant of the All-Merciful that he will
be made glad.
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AB09813

To: Gawhar, in Yazd

O maidservant of God! Gawhar means a royal pearl, a lumi-
nous gem. Every pearl must possess delicacy, luster and radi-
ance. The luster and delicacy of the pearl of the human world
is the love of God, the knowledge of God, and detachment from
this mortal world. If you are a pearl, then you must acquire
the radiance of divine knowledge so that you may become a
unique pearl, a pure and precious gem.

2 And upon you be glory!
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AB10066

AB09908

To: Kaykhusraw son of Khudadad, in Yazd

O Pur-Khudadad! From God I ask that in the realm of the All-
Merciful thou mayest become, through the love of the Beloved
of Baha, a Kaykhusraw, that thou mayest become a guide, and
that thou mayest become a soul-nourishing rose-garden.

The Holy One, through the effulgence of His bounty, maketh
the dust to shine resplendent, turneth the lowly into the ex-
alted, and giveth to the gnat the soaring power of the swift-
winged falcon. He maketh the ant to become a sun and the
frozen one to become the radiant moon of the firmament.

May thy soul be happy!
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AB10066

To: Khudadad Jamshid Rahmatabadi, in Yazd

O Persian bird! The time has come for you to begin a melody
in the meadow, to sing a song in the rose garden, and to tune
the harp and lute. For the flower of the grace of His Holiness
the All-Glorious has blossomed in the garden of divine unity,
and the wondrous season of the merciful favors has arrived,
and the meadow of truth has become verdant and flourishing.
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AB10072

AB10038

To: Murvarid Surush, in Yazd

O distinguished and pure handmaiden of God!

> The ocean of the matchless Lord’s bounty has surged forth,
scattering new pearls upon the shore of existence. Be thou
among those pearls that shine with utmost brilliance, that
thou mayest become precious in the market of the jewelers
of the Kingdom and attain the delicacy of divine knowledge,
the radiance of certitude, and the effulgence of the love of God,
becoming luminous as a star.
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AB10072

To: Rashid Jamshid Hazari Parsi, in Yazd

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of guidance! Take in
hand a cup of the wine of knowledge and wisdom and make the
Zoroastrians of Yazd so entranced and inebriated that until the
Day when the Trumpet shall sound they shall remain intoxi-
cated and not stay veiled behind curtains and veils. Let them
become enamored of the radiant countenance of the Beauty of
Baha and become notorious in every street and quarter.

2 And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB09786

AB12692

To: Umm Kulthum Daughter-in-law of Haji Iman, in Zanjan

O handmaiden of God and O leaf who is near to the Threshold
of Grandeur! Haji Iman was occupied with thy mention in
all circumstances, even at the Holy Threshold, for in truth he
regarded thee as his own daughter from his loins and the fruit
of his own family. How many daughters of shining destiny
are from another’s loins, yet are spiritual daughters and divine
offspring of man!
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To: Mirza Asadullah Kashani, in Iran
1 O Lion of Truth! Sl

2 The Lion of Truth must needs possess a might beyond descrip-
tion and a power most intense, that it may hunt the gazelles of
the meadow of reality - that is, that it may guide seeking souls
to the Ka’bah of their goal and lead the thirsty ones to the
fountain of supreme guidance. God willing, thou art a hunting
lion of the chase and a radiant lion of the ether.

3 And upon thee be greetings and praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

242 G35 05Y Do A oo |y G
SOV d e Ol 53 b
spain #4aSs |y Al s g AU S
IS ‘_g; Colda fhals \j&ﬁ) Sl
IR P SR LA R T

S5l

sl Al e
AKHA_119BE #07 p.d
72


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=257
https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09900

ABO09810

O handmaid of God! The world of dust becomes illumined
by the stars of heaven, but the soul and heart of man become
luminous through the rays of the Most Great Luminary.

A bounty from the eternal realm hath reached this mortal
world, drawing holy souls to the Abha Kingdom, bestowing
the Salsabil of life upon the thirsty ones, leading the seekers
to their true Object of desire, and causing the lovers to attain
the presence of the divine Beloved.

Praise God that thou, too, art enchanted by that celestial
Beloved. Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09900

To: Ibrahim et al.

O kind father, that living-souled son Musa, like unto His Ho-
liness Kalim, attained the Sacred Valley, that Blessed Spot.
He heard the divine call from the Valley of Tuva and the Tree
of Sinai with the ear of his heart, and in the Holy Threshold
remembered thee.

And the Glory be upon you, O ye who are steadfast in the
Covenant and yearning for the Kingdom of the Luminous Star
of the horizons.
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AB12671

AB09943

To: Mirza Ibrahim (Nayriz) et al.

O Kind Lord! Grant these poor ones increasing perception
and capacity, so that we may break free from our bonds and
become detached from strangers. Help us to bind our hearts
to Thee and become completely enthralled in Thy love.

Kindle a fire in our hearts that will burn away the veils of all
else besides Thee. Grant that we may close our eyes to all that
is below and open them to behold Thy Beauty in Thy Abha
Kingdom.
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AB10068

To: Abbas Ali Imadabads

O sweet-singing bird! Open thy wondrous voice in praise and
glorification of that Beloved of all horizons, and begin a new
song and melody. Harmonize with the holy birds, raise thy
voice in this rose-garden, and lift high the anthem of “Glory
be to my All-Glorious Lord,” until East and West are brought
to ecstasy and rapture. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12671

To: Abdu’llah et al.

He is the Help-in-Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

O two servants of the Ancient Beauty! The brilliant lamp of

divine favors hath shed its radiance through the glass of hearts.

The lights of the Most Great Guidance have shone forth and
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10213

the mysteries of the Abha Kingdom have been revealed. Each

soul hath received these outpourings according to its capac-

ity. Praise be to God that you have received a portion of this
bounty and a share of these favors. Upon you both be the
Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10264

To: Abdu’llah Samadani

O thou who seekest to serve God! Learn the secret of servitude
from ‘Abdu’l-Baha, who day and night is engaged in serving
the servants of Baha. For servitude unto the one true God
can in no wise be attained save through service at the court of
His servants. And since the Blessed Beauty can well dispense
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s servitude, ‘Abdu’l-Baha must serve His
true servants, that He may find favor at His threshold.

And upon thee be the Glory, O servant of Baha!
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AB10213

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

A scribe writes to Jinab-i-Amin, the Secret of the One: Since
‘Abdu’l-Baha does not have time, therefore Mulla Baqir
Kashani’s letter heading was not written correctly. All the
amounts you sent to London, Paris and Alexandria have been
received - be assured. In your letter you are permitted to
write about any matters you deem appropriate. ‘Abbas.

Confidentially, please endeavor to provide assistance to other
peoples, especially if the government makes a request.
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AB09961
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AB09872

To: Ahmad

O servant of Truth, open thy tongue in prayer and with the ut-
most supplication and entreaty, show forth humility and need
at the threshold of the All-Glorious Lord, saying: “O peerless
God! Make Thou a way that I may become intimate and fa-
miliar with humility and need, and with a plaintive voice raise
my supplications to the highest heaven. Thee will I seek, Thy
praise will I speak, in Thy path will I tread.” And upon thee
be salutations and praise.
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AB09961

To: Ali Khan Kirmans

O spiritual friend! The time has come for you to forget both
stranger and kin, to become utterly bewildered and impas-
sioned, and to be enthralled and intoxicated with that Loving
Friend. May you become the chief among lovers and the leader
of the yearning ones. May you create a stirring, mix honey and
sugar, scatter musk and pour forth sweetness.

2 I penned these words that you might know how precious you
are.
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AB10196

AB09770

To: Ali Muhammad father of Talat

O my God, my God! Verily, Thy servant ‘Ali-Muhammad
standeth in need of pardon and forgiveness and assistance. I
press my brow to the dust of Thy sacred Threshold and beseech
forgiveness for him, O my Lord, the All-Merciful.

O Lord! Grant him the chalice of Thy favors in the midst of
Paradise, make him to abide eternally in the heart of Paradise
and within the holy gardens, nigh unto Thy Most Great Mercy.
Verily, Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the Pardoner, the All-
Merciful.
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AB10196

To: Ali Rida Khan (Shiraz)

O thou wondrous spirit and exalted station! May God assist
thee and strengthen thee and reinforce thy might, and scatter
the hosts of error through thy striving and effort, and disperse
the gathering of the deluded ones and the companions of the
graves and the party of the negligent through thy power.

Be vigorous like fierce lions and roar in these thickets, and be
valiant like swooping eagles and soar in these heights, and sing
with the melodies of the Holy Dove in these gardens, and swim
like the whales of the sea of oneness in these pools.
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AB10011

ABO09870

To: Aqa Ali Akbar

O servant of God! In this moment I am intimate with thy re-
membrance and mention, and I beseech God that thou mayest
attain new confirmations moment by moment, and in servi-
tude to the Lord God seek freedom from every bond, that
thou mayest display manliness in this arena and deliver thyself
from every defilement, becoming the cause of enlightenment to
the people of the world.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10011

To: Aqga Ali Akbar

O thou who seekest the goodpleasure of God! In this day
the greatest soul is that one who is firm in the Covenant and
Testament of God and who arises with a divine determination
and heavenly power to be fully engaged in the promulgation of
His Cause and the dissemination of the divine fragrances.

Such a soul would banish the Evil One and all his machina-
tions from the sanctuary of the heart and would enable the
ears of men to be attuned to the melodies of Gabriel. Such a
soul should distance himself from the spirit of alienation and
negation and embrace the Peerless Beloved with all his heart.

In this consisteth honour and dignity in the Kingdom.
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AB09860

AB10095

To: Aqga Bala Karimuf

O thou who art attracted by the holy fragrances of Truth!

> Jinab-i-‘Ali-Ashraf requested that I write something for that
true friend, and I am writing this in my own hand so that
you may know how dear you are to them and how close and
respected you are in this gathering. I beseech the favors of the
Desired One that you may ever be fresh and verdant through
the outpourings of the cloud of mercy.
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AB09860

To: Aga Ghulam-Ali

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty! In this wondrous age
and new century, loose thy tongue in praise of the Ancient
Lord, that through thy pure breath thou mayest bestow the
sweet fragrance of the Kind Beloved upon the spiritual gath-
ering and the assembly of the Baha’is, and through thy radi-
ant countenance illumine the congregation of the enlightened
ones, and leave such a trace in the kingdom of being that thou
mayest become, unto all eternity, the manifestation of “grant
me a goodly mention among posterity.”
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AB12674

AB09781

To: Aqa Ghulam-Ali son of the Pilgrim

O son of him who circumambulated the Blessed Spot!

> Your honorable father, due to his abundant love for you, has
not forgotten you for a moment. Now it is time to depart, and
at the moment of leaving he again requested this letter so that
we might occupy ourselves with your remembrance. Thank
God that you have such a father who in such circumstances is
devoted to your remembrance.

And upon you be the Glory!

S aadl dp Sl e ol o
bl T kst e 038 51 ) Sl
T 023 Sl Gy Cdy s o5 el 5
55N 8 s oK ) el Sl
L;)\stgyggug-{\)\x.ﬁiﬂsfd}uﬁ

Sl 55k @l i 5 8
&G&Lﬁ”) .

INBA84:249a

AB12674

To: Aga Jalal et al.

O Jalal! Be attracted to the Beauty of the All-Glorious One,
and be enkindled by the fire kindled in the Tree of Grandeur.
Seek infinite favors from the Reality of Divine Unity, and bless-
ings from His Merciful Presence. Walk and move in the foot-
steps of thy noble father, and follow the path of the Master
of the righteous ones, that thou mayest become a dawning-
place of lights and a recipient of mysteries. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB09862

AB09844

To: Aqa Jalal nephew of Abdu’l-Ali Tabrizi

O servant of God! You will raise the banner of glory and
hoist the standard of independence only when you succeed in
servitude at the Threshold of Baha.

Be lowly, that you may become noble. Be humble, that you
may become as a rising star. Become effaced and evanescent,
that you may find the ecstasy of the eternal wine. Forget
yourself, that you may hear the song of the invisible Herald.
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AB09862
To: Aga Rahim Qazvini
O servant of the Ancient Beauty! ¢ dlas #ous (<!

The lights of the Greatest Name have encompassed the hori-
zons of all nations, yet the heedless remain submerged in the
depths of vain imaginings. They will awaken when the cara-
van has reached its destination, taken shelter in the precinct
of the Beloved, and found repose beneath the pavilion of sanc-
tity - while those ignorant and unaware ones remain lost and
wandering at the first step of the path.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09848

AB09985

To: Aga Surush (Pilgrim)

O Surush! Praise God that thou hast become aware and hear-
kened unto the divine call, hast forgotten vain imaginings and
blind imitation, hast hastened to the shelter of the Lord, and
hast attained to that which was the purpose of thy forebears.

Therefore, render thanks unto God Who hath made thee noble
and showered thee with every kind of favor until thou didst
recognize the pure Lord and didst attain to that which is the
purpose of the pure ones.

May thy soul be happy!
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AB09848

To: Ardishir Khusraw

O servant of Baha! The renowned Ardishir renewed the
sovereignty of the ancients and united and organized scattered
territories. But what benefit was it, when in the end it became
scattered again and resulted in ruin and desolation? Therefore,
blessed is that sovereignty whose throne is everlasting, whose
dominion is celestial, whose might is divine, and whose armed
force is love and kindness. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09893

AB09895

To: Bahram Khusraw Ruzbih

O Bahram! You have a splendid mansion and a ruby from
Badakhshan, yet you have made your dwelling and abode in
the nest and shelter of wanderers.

I yearn for one day of rest in that cottage and home, while you
have reposed there day and night for several years.

Know ye the worth of this dwelling, for that home is blessed
and ere long the kings of the world shall be its guardians.
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AB09893

To: Bahram Mihraban

O Bahram! If thou desirest rest and tranquility, repose be-
neath the shade of the palm tree of hope, and if thou seekest
prosperity, occupy thyself with kindliness toward the human
race. The divine teachings today promote love and righteous-
ness, and make fellowship and human welfare as resplendent
as the moon, and mankind as brilliant as a shining star. For
the religion of God today is love and kindness.

2 And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10065

AB09896

To: Bahram Vafadar

O faithful Bahram! Be faithful and seek faithfulness. In the
human world, the attribute of faithfulness is the cause of at-
taining the greatest desires and aspirations, and the means
of drawing near to the Divine Threshold. It is a divine gift
and heavenly bestowal. Every faithful one is accepted at the
Threshold of the Lord, and every faithless one is rejected from
the Divine Court. I hope that you will be faithful and loving,
become the guide of the friends, and the cause of purity in the
hearts of the loved ones. May your soul be happy!
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AB10065

To: Bahram Vajdi

O good man! Happy art thou that thou hast become a man of
God and a servant at the threshold of the All-Glorious.

Thou hast turned thy face to the lovely countenance of the
Kind Friend and become enamored of the tresses of that re-
splendent Moon. Give thanks unto God that thou hast been
distinguished with such a bounty, and hast embraced such a
Beloved, and hast raised such a melody, and hast sung such a
song.

May thy soul be happy!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09869

AB10037

To: Banu Sister-in-law of Khusraw Suhrab

O pure-hearted handmaiden of God! Be a lady who seeks her
desire - that is, seek the bounty of God and ever await the
appearance of His grace and watch for the dawning of His gifts.

Give your heart to God and become detached from strangers.
Seek divine love and heavenly longing.

Draw near to the threshold of the All-Glorious and be attracted
by the fragrances of the Abha Kingdom.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB09869

To: Darvish Musidih (Shahabad)

O servant of the Truth! Blessed are those intoxicated at the
feast of “Am I not your Lord?” who are drunk from the brim-
ming cup of the Covenant and Testament. And blessed art
thou who hast drunk a cup of this spiritual wine morning and
evening.

Be thou intoxicated with the remembrance of that Peerless
Beloved and return to Iran in perfect joy and gladness. Occupy
thyself with love for the friends and service to the loved ones,
that thou mayest witness the grace and bounty of the Most
Glorious Beauty.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10273

AB09799

To: Daughter of Aqa Jan Naraqi

O handmaid of God! Your kind father remembered you and be-
seeched assistance and bounty on your behalf at the threshold
of the Friend. You too should engage in whatever is required
in service to your father, be grateful to him and render thanks
that you are from the lineage of one who is accepted at the
divine threshold and praised at the sacred court. Upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB10273

To: Diya’iyyih Khanum daughter of Abdu’l-Baha

O my Leaf! Praise be to God that thou art mindful of the An-
cient Beauty and remember His perspicuous Being, that thou
hast been stirred by the breezes wafting from the gardens of
the Kingdom and art aware of the fragrances of the divine
dominion.

> Remind the handmaidens to remember the Desire of the na-
tions by night and day, and cause them to be kindled with the
love of His divine beauty at all times.

Make no mention but the mention of the one True God; speak
of none but the Godhead. This shall be the cause of eternal
life for thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10030

AB09876

To: Faramarz (Bombay)

O servant of God! Faramarz was a valiant, renowned guardian
of realm and border, and in the chess game of the world was
both vizier and queen, but whatever he was, was of the earth.
Thou art under the shadow of the heavenly Faramarz and the
divine sovereign of realm and border.

Enter in, that thou mayest shine forth like the stars in the
horizon of the universe and, like the life-giving bounty, nurture
all the people of the world. This is the gift of God, not the
power of capability and worthiness of the poor one.
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AB10030

To: Farrukh son of Burzu

O thou whose face is radiant! Shine with the heavenly light
and open thy tongue in praise of the Lord God. Begin such an
address that thou mayest become privy to the divine mystery,
and like unto the bird of dawn burst forth in song and melody,
soar to the summit of ancient glory, and become the intimate
companion of the Most Glorious Beauty in the Supreme King-
dom.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10055

AB10106

To: First wife of Ali Rida Khan (Shiraz)

1 O thou who art assured by the signs of God! Do not wail and  , db o€xs,5 313 31 &l SLL *as,e (o
lament over separation from those who were the light of thine .S o> 4 ol s )L e 012 51 5 s Ol
eyes, and do not sigh and moan over parting from those who
were pieces of thy heart.
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3 And upon thee be glory. Se el -
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AB10055

To: Gawhar
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10219
AB09836

To: Ghulam-Husayn Alagihband

O servant of the All-Glorious! @ fok (sl

> Whatever may be written, the description of the heart and
soul remains still concealed, and this hidden mystery remains
sealed. For how can pens have the capacity to record infinite
meanings, and how can ink have the power to explain and
expound the realities of the realm of heart and soul? There is
no remedy except to refer to the mirror of reality, namely the
tablets of hearts.
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AB10219

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani

His honor Aga Mirza Jalal, upon him be the Glory of God, is
determined and has been residing in this land for some time
and dwelling in the vicinity of the Truth.

> Exercise the utmost effort in his affairs so that, God willing, the
means of ease and comfort may be provided for him, inasmuch
as he is truly deserving of every consideration.

And upon you and upon him be the Glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10199

AB10220

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani

O Mirza Haydar-‘Ali!

> The news from Nayibu’s-Sadr was the cause of joy and fra-
grance. | hope that day by day their steadfastness, attraction
and enthusiasm will increase. On behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha con-
vey yearning greetings and say that I beseech God that He may
resurrect all the holy ones of the past in your reality, so that
their efforts may bear fruit in this victorious day.

3 Upon you and upon him be the Spirit and Glory.
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AB10199

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq

O martyr, descendant of the Glorious Name of God!

Since the day you departed for those regions until now, you
have not written any news about how things went in The
Hague. You have not even written about your own wellbe-
ing. In any case, we are awaiting news from you about your
communications with The Hague conference. Please make an
effort soon to write, and if possible send a telegram. Letters
were written and sent to your relatives there.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12686

AB09945

To: Hurmuz Khusraw

O thou who art good-natured! Be radiant of face, and from
every direction inhale the sweet fragrance of the Beloved. Open
thine eyes unto the Self-Sufficient Lord and become intimate
with His mysteries. Be content with every condition and find
companionship with peace of mind. Today, blessedness lies in
freedom, humility and unity. As much as thou art able, be
kind to both friend and stranger, that thou mayest become
the recipient of divine forgiveness.
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AB12686

To: Husayn Naraqi

O Jinab-i-Aqa Husayn! You have mentioned these blessed souls
and written of them on this page, recording the desire of each
one.

> I, too, have turned in utmost humility and lowliness to the
Kingdom of the Peerless One and have beseeched nearness to
the threshold of the Abha Beauty for these pure souls, and
have sought divine confirmations in both worlds.

3 It is certain that through the eternal bounties of the everlasting
Lord, He will answer the heartfelt desires of the friends.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABO09788

AB10223

To: Inayatullah Isfahani

O Mirza ‘Inayat! Your letter was perused. You had complained
about the delay in manifestation of signs of favor towards ‘In-
ayat, whereas my heartfelt love for him exceeds his imagination,
and Khanum Diya knows this - inquire of her and she will be
a truthful witness.

In any case, I have named the precious newborn Hadi, that this
name may be a perfect omen and in the future keep alive the
name of Mirza Hadi, that honored, divine and merciful one.
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AB09788

To: Iskandar

O Iskandar! Although Alexander the Greek conquered the
continent of Asia and even some regions of other continents,
he ultimately met with the calamity of annihilation. Though
he was a sovereign he became a subject, and though he was
wealthy he became destitute. Though his garment was long he
became naked, and though his countenance was aflame with
life he became black earth.

Since this is so, thou shouldst establish a spiritual sovereignty
and consolidate a moral dominion, thereby enchanting the
cities of the hearts of the friends and making fragrant the
nostrils of the loved ones with musk-laden breaths.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09789

AB10081

To: Isma’il (Nayriz)

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
Spread thy wings and soar, and wing thy flight to the heights
of the favors of the Most Great Name, the All-Glorious Beauty.
Survey the horizons of the Kingdom, that thou mayest witness
the effulgences and outpourings of the Abha Kingdom and arise
to serve the Cause of God. And the Glory be upon thee.

Convey my most glorious and wondrous greetings to the hand-
maiden of God, thy wife.
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AB09789

To: Isma’il Mudhahhib

O gracious Isma’ill There are two kinds of scriptures and books
existent in the world. One consists of the tablets of hearts,
which are inscribed by the sanctified Pen - “Nun. By the Pen
and that which they write” The other consists of outward
books and writings, which are traced by the known pen.

These outward scriptures are a reflection of those divine tablets
and tablets of hearts. Therefore, strive thou to become a gilder
of those tablets.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10054

AB12682

To: Jinab-i-Ali-Akbar Khan

O servant of the Beauty of the Lord of Glory!

> Render thanks unto the Divine Unity, for thou hast entered
beneath the shadow of the Word of God; from the hand of the
cupbearer of bounty thou hast quaffed the chalice of fidelity;
thou hast become inebriated with the wine of the Most Great

Bestowal; and thou hast arisen to serve the loved ones of God.

Wherefore, give thanks unto the bountiful and merciful Lord,
that thou hast attained unto so great a grace. Verily, thy Lord
is the Generous, the Compassionate.
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AB10054

To: Kawkab Khanum

O Kawkab of the horizon of attraction!

Though the stars of heaven are brilliant and shining, yet at
times they are at their zenith, at times at their nadir, at times
in auspicious positions, and at times caught in inauspicious
stations. However, the stars in the ascendant of the love of God
and the luminous orbs rising from the horizon of the knowledge
of God are stars that rise and shine in heavens other than the
visible firmament, and are free from the evil of inauspiciousness
and combustion.

3 And upon thee be Glory!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB09969

ABO09819

To: Khadijih Sabbagh

O assured handmaiden! The grace of the Ancient Beauty is like
a surging ocean, but its drops reach the shore of contingent be-
ing. If thou seekest gleaming pearls and brilliant gems, plunge
into this ocean and dive into its fathomless depths. Then wilt
thou obtain an abundant portion and kindle a most brilliant
lamp. And upon thee be glory, O handmaiden of God!
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AB10154

To: Khadijih Sabbagh

O faithful leaf! If a candle illumines a gathering, the light of
the Kingdom illumines the horizons. That is, when an effusion
from the effusions of the Ancient Beauty is manifested in a
reality, it moves the contingent world and bestows joy and de-
light upon the horizons. At the dawn of creation it so appears
that it becomes an eternal light.
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AB09969

To: Khanum servant of Mashriqul-Adhkar

He is the Sovereign Truth. O Lord! This Thy handmaiden,
who hath believed in Thee and Thy signs, kindled in her heart
a brand afire with Thy Love, and shined in her face the luster
light of Thy joyful tidings; so that, with her utmost strength,
hath arisen to serve the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in Thy country. O
God! Assist her in whatever she aspireth, cause her to ascend
unto the heights to which she desireth, and make her enjoy
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AB10042

her greatest hopes. Thou art, in truth, the Great Giver, the
All-Bountiful.
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AB09977
To: Khusraw Mihraban et al.
O ye divine farmers! sl

Praise be to God that ye are attracted by the divine fragrances
and enkindled with the fire of the love of God. Ye are under
the protection of the one true God and detached from all else.
In the blessed field of Him Who is nigh unto the Most Great

Name, ye are engaged in tilling and cultivation.

With the utmost zeal and ardor, transform that field into a
garden of divine unity and occupy yourselves with service, that
ye may obtain heavenly blessing and find everlasting bounty.

Upon you be greetings and praise.
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AB10042

To: Lal Tirandaz

O handmaiden of God! Though the ruby of Badakhshan hath
an outward brilliancy, praise be to God, thou art illumined
with the light of the love of God.

Thy services and trials at the Holy Threshold are accepted,
and Firaybarz in Tehran is confirmed, assisted and at rest,
and you too, praise be to God, are under the shadow of truth.
Therefore render thanks.

Convey the Most Glorious and Most Wondrous greetings to
Aqga Bahram. Show the utmost kindness on my behalf to Su-
rush, Khurshid and Jamshid.
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AB09902

AB09904

To: Louisa Mathew Gregory

O Lord! This sinner is ashamed and captive to the whisperings
of this dark and gloomy mortal world. O loving Beloved! Free
me from self and passion and make me captive to Thy love,
that I may pass beyond self, seek Thy face, desire Thy nature,
pursue Thy path, become free from every bond, and find joy
in every grief and trial. Thou art the Bestower, the Giver, the
All-Loving.
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AB09902

To: Martyrs of Nayriz

O Lord! These heads were severed in Thy path and became
ornaments for spears until they were buried in the Garden of
the All-Merciful.

O God! Make that earth a flower garden, and that region a
rose garden and meadow. Illumine it with the lights of thy
bounties and grant the custodianship of the Garden of the All-
Merciful to Thy servant Badi’u’llah, that through that lineage
this gift may become the cause of the appearance of favors and
bestowals.
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AB10061

AB10044

To: Marziyyih Kalims

O handmaiden of the Lord of Hosts! How many wives and
daughters of the Prophets of Israel longed for this bounty which
thou hast attained! Without effort thou hast embraced this
Beloved of hopes, placed this precious necklace of favor around
thy neck, adorned thine ear with this lustrous pearl, and set
this royal crown upon thy head.
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AB12683

To: Mashhadi Husayn

O thou who art mindful of the remembrance of God!

The letter which thou hadst written to His Honor Ismu’llah
Mahdi, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious, was
perused. Spiritual breezes have wafted from the direction of
merciful hearts, the gates of spirit and fragrance were opened,
and the breasts of the longing ones were dilated. We offered
praise, gratitude and thanksgiving at the threshold of the Most
Glorious Beauty, that He hath made His pure loved ones inti-
mate with the breathings of His Kingdom in all conditions.
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AB10061

To: Mashhadi Mihdi Quli

O thou who puttest thy trust in God! The true meaning of
trust is this: that when thou walkest in the path of God,
thou shouldst be freed from every bond, and thy true Provider
shouldst become the Provider of thy household.
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AB12006

2 From every occupation and work thou shouldst find weariness
and seek rest. Day and night thou shouldst confine thyself
to spreading the sweet breaths of the knowledge of God, and
spend thy time in igniting the fire of the love of God. Suste-
nance will reach thee from Him without intermediaries.
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AB09956

To: Mihdi (Nayriz) et al.

O ye two pure souls! Strive as much as ye can to serve at the
Threshold of the Divine Oneness of the Sacred Being, and like
‘Abdu’l-Baha arise to servitude at the Threshold of the Most
Glorious Beauty, that ye may become the joy of the people of
divine unity and the guide of the caravan in the realms of the
peerless Lord.

Become intoxicated from the chalice of divine wine and receive
bounty from His infinite grace. Grasp the hem of the Ancient
Beauty and place your trust in that matchless Mighty One,
and transform night and day into Naw-Ruz through divine
glad-tidings.
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AB12006

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani

O Abu’l-Fada’il! It is hoped from the favors of the Intended
Lord that you are preserved and protected, for your existence
and your writings are necessary for the service of the Cause of
God, since you are entirely detached from self and the world
and all therein. A copy of a letter written to the Hands in

Tehran is enclosed. Convey most wondrous greetings to all of
them. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB10164

2 Whatever information you have regarding the history of Mirza
Jani the martyr, please write it down. ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
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AB12832

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani

O promoter of the religion of God! O thou who summonest to
the Covenant!

At this moment the honored pilgrim to the Point of Adoration
of the Supreme Concourse prepares for departure, and this
servant faces towards the Point of Adoration of the people of
the Kingdom with this intention: that he may, as proxy for
the loved ones of Egypt, water the Blessed Shrine—that is, that
he may, as their representative, each with a pitcher, water and
tend the Divine Garden in the Sacred Precinct. And upon
them be glory in every watering of that Luminous Garden and
Glorious Paradise.
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AB10164

To: Mirza Ali (Nayriz) et al.

O friends of the Ancient Beauty! When the Greatest Name
shone forth upon the horizons, the lights of sanctification illu-
mined the world and the verses of divine unity encompassed
Fast and West. The world became another world and was
guided to renewal. The reality of all things was realized in the
realm of existence. And glory be upon thee.
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AB09865

AB09991

To: Mirza Ibrahim (Qazvin) et al.

O namesake of the glorious Friend in the station of Divine
Friendship! Man becomes heedless and absent from all who
exist in creation but alert and aware and wakeful and present
before God.

Through the grace of the Praiseworthy King and Sovereign of
existence, we hope that thou mayest be so enkindled with the
ignited fire of the Lord that the flames of the Pharaoh of self
and Nimrod of passion may become like a garden of tranquility,
cool and peaceful, and that the torch of friendship may blaze
forth.

3 And the glory be upon thee.
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AB09865

To: Mirza Ibrahim son of Mirza Mihdi

O servant of God! Beseech God that thou mayest attain heart-
awareness, that thou mayest perfume the world of the spirit
with the sweet-scented breezes of dawn, and that thou mayest
make the Kingdom of Abha thy refuge and shelter.

If thou art blessed to achieve this bestowal, how fortunate thou
art to have come into the cradle of existence in such a blessed
age, and on what an auspicious day wert thou gathered beneath
the extended shade, that thou shouldst be singled out for such
a bounty—that on the Day of Manifestation thou didst become
one of those who have prostrated themselves in adoration.
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AB09958

AB10104

To: Mirza Mahram Named as Manzar

O honored guest, welcome, welcome!

The doors are open and the dwelling is the banquet-hall of the
All-Loving Lord. The ship is ready and the way is clear, the
companions are in harmony, and the place is adorned. The pot
is boiling and the samovar is whistling, and the host, his honor
Aga Muhammad Hasan, is present and waiting. The circling-
place of the Concourse on High calls out: “The Beloved is here
- come, come!”

And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB09958

To: Mirza Nabi Khan Khurramabadi (Tihran)

O friend! His honor Nur-Muhammad Khan requested this writ-
ing, and this servant proceeded to write it. But whatever is
inscribed by the Divine Pen on the tablet of the heart cor-
responds to this writing and accords with the Wise Remem-
brance and the Clear Book.

However, alien impressions prevent the mind from reading
those lines in the breasts. Ask thou of God that thou mayest
read the epistles of the Concourse on High in the lines of
created things and in the breasts of existing beings, and that
thou mayest recite the clear verses.
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AB12684

AB09940

To: Mother of Burzu Vafadar

O peerless Lord! This destitute one has fallen at Thy threshold,
bewildered and distracted, enamored and devoted, seeking for-
giveness for a loving mother. Thou art the one true Bestower
and the Giver to all, whether friend or stranger. Grant for-
giveness that it may cause the rain of mercy to descend and
nourish the soul of that honored handmaiden. Thou art the
Bestower, the Merciful, and Thou art the Everlasting, O Lord
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To: Muhammad Ibrahim
O thou who holdest fast to the cord of loving-kindness! e 2 Kaze (gl

One who was wandering lost and confused in the wilderness of
poverty and destitution, and who was effaced and bewildered
in the valley of abasement and humiliation, was guided by di-
vine success and accompanied by heavenly confirmation to the
endless treasure and the most great bounty of the All-Merciful
Lord. Therefore, thou must become filled with spiritual joy
and delight of soul at this bestowal.
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AB09987

AB12681

To: Muhammad Jafar Hamadani

O thou who hast turned thy face toward the Divine Threshold!
The eternal bounty hath bestowed the radiance of divine knowl-
edge upon thy heart and conscience. Know thou its value, and
strive night and day that this illumination may grow brighter
and more abundant with each passing day. Remind the hand-
maiden of God, the young girl, of the remembrance of God and
perfume her nostrils with the fragrances of the All-Merciful.
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AB10074

To: Muhammad Javad Isfahani

O thou who art illumined by the light of divine bounty!

The attributes of generosity, of munificence and magnanimity
can only be manifested in the reality of man when he ariseth
to sacrifice himself in the path of God. True bounty belongs
to him who draweth forth his hand from out the sleeve of the
love of God so as to bestow upon the world and all its peoples
the favours borne of the holy and sanctified perfections of the
Lord.
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AB09987

To: Mulla Husayn Ghadanfar son of Ghadanfar

O descendant of the lion! Lions possess such might and preda-
tors such power that foxes flee and donkeys dare not emerge
from their stables. You are the offspring of a lion - the cub re-
sembles its sire. Therefore, with celestial might, allow not the
foxes of violation to emerge from their holes nor the donkeys to
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AB10071

bray and cry out. And the Glory be upon you. ‘Abdu’l-Baha
‘Abbas

Convey to all the relatives and divine friends the Most Glorious,
Most Wondrous greetings.
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AB10192

To: Munirih Khanum

O thou Leaf that moveth with the fragrant breezes of God! The
written sheet was perused and from its contents the lamenta-
tion and cry of thy sorrowful heart heard. While the Blessed
Beauty’s loving kindnesses are vouchsafed, no one should be
saddened by any calamity or fearful of any sound. When the
army of sadness attacks, remember those favours that the dark-
ness of sorrow may be transformed to the brilliance of the
moon....

LTDT.347x

AB10071

To: Murvarid Bahram mother of Ardishir Khudadad

O Morvarid! You have come and attained the bounty of the
Lord. You have laid your head upon the threshold of the Most
Great Name and from the illumined dust of the Sacred Tomb
have inhaled the fragrance of musk and ambergris. For this
gift a hundred thousand thanks are due.

2 May you ever be in His sight and in the sanctuary, close to
every loving leaf. Be confident and at ease, be joyous and
radiant. May your soul be glad!
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AB10084

AB10078

To: Murvarid Bahram mother of Ardishir Khudadad

O thou who art longing for the morn of hope! A pearl revealeth
its worth and value only when it emergeth from the depths of
the sea and appeareth in the market of the jewelers. Therefore,
seek thou deliverance from the sea of attachment to this earthly
realm, that thy delicacy and brilliance, thy radiance and purity
may become manifest and evident in the heavens.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10086

To: Nanih Khanum (Ishqabad)

O thou who art wronged! Praise be to God that thou hast
borne every affliction and cruelty in the path of God, and hast
become intoxicated with the cup of tribulations and sorrows.

And now thou art honored and successful in serving and at-
tending the holy leaf, the mother of his holiness Afnan, the
blessed tree of Mahmud Mahmud. This is through the favors
of the All-Loving Lord. Know thou its worth.
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AB10084

To: Nur Muhammad Khan (Kirman)

O musician at the feast of the love of God! The time has come
for you to begin singing in the gathering of God’s Covenant
and to tune the harp, and in high notes to chant:

We are drunk with the cup of “Am I not?”
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AB09978

In the circle of oneness our place is sought.

From snare and hook we have broken free,

5 And closed our eyes to all save Thee.

; This is the hour to stand secure;

This is the hour to endure.
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AB12689

To: Qudsiyyih daughter of Haji Iman Zanjani

O handmaiden of God! Your faithful father mentioned you in
this gathering and requests a letter sweet as honey and sugar.
Every letter that mentions the Ancient Beauty and praises the
Most Great Name has a sweetness surpassing honey. Therefore,
whenever you wish your soul’s palate to become sweet and your
conscience to be filled with honey, raise the cry of “Ya Baha'u’l-
Abhal”

ssb gl ) 55 oy sly Hu ANl !
A e ey SO A3 OO Gl
Canalie ] (w\d,x';r-\; dbﬁgémb
§ Sy p o el K 6 S
Cildery Ble 5 555 (e ils 067 (215

Sr e Velel sl 555 K51,

INBAS85:262b

AB09978

To: Ruha Mahbubi

O Ruha, be spiritual, become merciful, grow divine, become
heavenly - so that you may worthily be descended from that
martyr in the path of God, the Luminary of Effulgence.

You are the granddaughter of His Holiness the Martyr and
the descendant of that brilliant star. It is fitting that in this
supreme paradise, like the merciful leaves, you should be nour-
ished by the living waters and grow and develop from the
Spring of Tasnim.
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AB09971

To: Rustam

He is the All-Seeing Ly ol

> O Rustam, take note! He is the All-Powerful. O mighty Rus-
tam, although Piltan was strong and Prince Isfandiyar was
brazen-bodied and no sword or arrow could pierce him, yet
what could he do when he lost his eye to an arrow? Thus
it became clear that the eye is more precious than all else.
One needs eyes, one needs eyes - and this eye is the vision of
consciousness which comes from God’s grace and culture in
harmony with the angel.
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AB09973

To: Rustam Bihmard

O thou Rustam in the Faith of God! Praise be unto God that
in the arena of sacrifice thou wert superior to that legendary
champion of the land of Zabul. Thou didst assail and disperse
the hosts of self and desire.

> True bravery is in conquering one’s own self and passion not
in victory over men in the field of battle.

Praise God that thou hast been assisted and rendered victori-
ous, hast conquered all things and attained unto true honour.
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AB10087

AB10230

To: Sayyarih

O my Lord and my Hope! This is a handmaiden, assured in
faith, believing and tranquil, who hath turned to Thee and
drawn nigh unto Thee, and through Thy grace and bounty
hath been protected from the torment of the hereafter, O my
Lord, the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

O Lord! Through Thy loving-kindness make honorable her
abode, refresh her spirit with the sweet fragrances of Thy ho-
liness, immerse her in the oceans of Thy mercy, and make her
a sign of Thy forgiveness. Verily, Thou art the Ever-Forgiving,
the All-Merciful.
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AB10087

To: Shaykh Baha’id-Din Baha’i

O thou who art captivated by the Beauty of the All-Glorious
One!

The Beloved of the horizons, the Daystar of effulgence, the
Abha Beauty, hath so attracted thee that thou hast become
the enchantment of the East and hast cast rapture and ecstasy
into hearts. Praise be to God that the hosts of the Kingdom
are thy supporters and the power of God’s Will is dominant
and penetrating. Be thou, therefore, confident in the grace of
thy Lord, the All-Merciful, the Compassionate.
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AB09803

AB10222

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)

O Shaykh, may God strengthen you in service to His Cause!
Although these matters cause you trouble, yet since they are
in God’s path they are the essence of mercy and pure bounty.
We hope that through God’s infinite grace you have been and
continue to be preserved and protected in the cave of the pro-
tection and shelter of the Divine Unity in all conditions.

Deliver the enclosed letter to its recipient. The glory and the
spirit be upon you and upon the sincere ones. ‘A
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AB10234

To: Shoghi Effendi

Give two kisses to Ruhi Effendi on my behalf and tell him to
strive in his lessons.
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AB09803

To: Sitarih sister of Muhammad and Yusuf Qazvini (Qazvin)

O handmaid of God! Thou art a distinguished maidservant
at the Threshold of the Ancient Beauty and art accepted and
praised at the Holy Court, encompassed by the favors of the
Lord of Resurrection. The grace of the Most Great Name is
with thee - what more couldst thou desire?

Thou shalt witness the results and effects of this bounty and be-
stowal in the Kingdom of Truth, in the presence of the Mighty
Sovereign. And upon thee be glory.
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AB09951
To: Siyyid Ali et al.
O ye two enkindled candles! Jastee sz 93 &

Strive ye that ye may derive illumination from the fire that
blazeth within the Blessed Tree - that is to say, set your hearts
so aflame with the fire of the love of the Most Glorious Beauty
that its flames may encompass the world and its heat may reach
to the ethereal sphere. May its light shine forth and its rays
become resplendent, that the seekers may, like moths, circle
round the candle and receive the light of divine knowledge.

Sola fo g 3 ki b5 b S G
AL Ol 1y B g L dad LS
Sl a8 45550 o) dlaw 32
ol o ey A Sy Bl 5 055
d}>- d\}j’dﬁ QUUQ‘J'C‘}{ ui&uj 344

LSO e 5 ) s Gl R

MKTS8.095a

AB10031

To: Siyyid Husayn Afnan (Shiraz)

O branch of the Blessed Tree! We have again returned from
the West to the East that we might attain the sacred threshold
of the two blessed Shrines. You have always been and are in
my thoughts. I beseech the favors of the Blessed Beauty that
you may be enabled to achieve true servitude to God, being
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, in the utmost joy
and fragrance.

Convey my most glorious and wondrous greetings to the
blessed leaf, the mother of Aga Mirza Hadi, and likewise to
Jenab-i-Aga Mirza Rahim Khan.
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AB09994

To: Suhrab Khusraw (Poona)

O Suhrab! Your namesake was a world-conquering champion & 4 54 Sl Ol ol Ol (4!
and a courageous lion, yet from his valor he gained naught but S\; ool ol cig o cele N Ly s
affliction, and from his manliness he saw no wisdom. This was L;\))'l{)})', Sl 5 u}, [t 5\}}
because he pOfssessed .b‘odily strength and physical might. But (‘J\ lgoe e Ol u}, 5 BLol Sbls 5
you have attained spiritual power and sought the strength of -,z S s e S el
t}‘le. soul. I hope that through ‘thls courage y9u will witness , w:.!\ ey S = Js 5 ol Ol
divine bounty, and through this valor you will conquer the )
realm of heart and soul. And upon you be greetings and praise. :
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AB09976

To: Ustad Rida Quli

I O Rida! Be thou content with the divine decree and place thy- 3 b 4 f\L.A s a2y Loy
self in the state of resignation. Surrender thyself so that thou sa & e L tsl s
B oS &t’ oy )\ "4.@..«’:
mayest drink from the fountain of Paradise. Be not dejected ‘}M 0 & bd ’ fwj
by any condition, and fetter not thyself by any chains nor be > *" ~ BN R SE O YEy o8
enthralled to any one. Give thy heart to the Peerless Beloved 2 35 Ghe ﬁg\ 2l b s A Js

so that thou mayest become a ruler in the realm of divine love Al &) v:;_ 2
and be established upon the ethereal throne of the love of God. '
2 And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory. sttiy‘ S ey
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AB10145

ABO09816

To: Wife of Abdu’l-Vahhab

O handmaiden of God! Do you know what station and what de-
gree of honor belongs to a maidservant of the Blessed Beauty?

I swear by the face and hair and nature of the Beloved that it is
a radiant crown above the queens of all regions and a brilliant
lamp in the hearts of the most great ladies.

This worth and value shall become manifest in the Abha King-
dom and this loftiness shall become evident in the highest hori-
zon.

And upon thee be the Glory! ‘Abbas.
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AB10145

To: Wife of Haji Hasan Ali

O beseeching leaf! The candle is bright and the honey is refined,
and that spiritual witness holds a lute in hand and with sweet
melodies of the Abha Kingdom is engaged in song and music.
Its harp imparts heavenly power, its plectrum conveys glad-
tidings of the favors of the Divine and Heavenly Beauty, and
its melody declares:

In this gathering they are lifeless on the path of the Friend,

O Messiah of the age, arise and with fervent breath give life!
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AB10150

To: Wife of Mirza Fadlullah (Tihran)

O thou leaf attracted to this Threshold! Certain leaves shall
arise from the sleep of silence and quietude in such wise as
to throw the world and its peoples into tumult and trembling.
Through the favors of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting, I
cherish the hope that thou mayest become one of those speak-
ing leaves and bring that land and region into a state of enthu-
siasm and fervor.
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AB09779

To: Wife of Qabil (Abadih)

O handmaid of God! Give praise that you are under the pro-
tection of one who is a servant at the threshold of the Divine
Unity, his honor Qabil, who is receptive to favors and boun-
ties, worthy of praise and attributes of the Divine Unity, and
a transmitter of the fragrances from the rose-garden of the
All-Merciful.

He brings men to ecstasy and joy through praising the Lumi-
nary of the horizons, and you bring women to rapture and
attraction through glorifying the Lord of the Covenant.
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AB10125

AB09804

To: Zahra

O handmaiden of God! In the presence of the Light of Lights,
in the Kingdom of Mysteries, thou art accepted by the Beauty
of the Lord, the Unseen of all worlds, the Hidden Universe,
and art the manifestation of boundless grace and favor. What
more dost thou seek and desire?

This is a bounty which all the handmaidens of the All-Merciful
have yearned for from the beginning of the world until now.
Now thou hast attained and reached it. And upon thee be

glory!
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AB10125

To: Zahra Bigum (Wife of Chiragh-Ali) et al.

O ye who gaze upon the Kingdom of Abha! The assistance and
loving-kindness of the Holy and Sacred Essence encompasses
all, and the grace and guidance of the Pure and Sanctified Re-
ality is complete and perfect. Divine favors surround from all
directions, and heavenly gifts pour forth like a mighty torrent.
Turn your gaze and attention to the Kingdom of the Invisible
that ye may receive a share of the praiseworthy bounty and
become a sign of the sanctification of the Loving Lord.

And upon you both be glory.
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AB09766

AB09761

He is the Self-Subsisting One over the heavens and earth!

I beseech Thee, O Thou through a breath of Whose holy fra-
grances the garments of the temples of existence were renewed,
and the realities of all created things were stirred up and caused
to grow through Thy creation, and did spring forth with the
sweet herbs of Thy remembrance and knowledge - to assist Thy
servant who hath hastened to the sheltering shade of Thy one-
ness, that he may mention Thy sanctification in Thy Kingdom.
Then encompass him in all conditions with the glances of the
eyes of Thy mercy, and protect him from hardships beneath
the wings of Thy protection and shelter. Verily, Thou art the
All-Powerful, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB09766

O my God! O Thou bestower of bountiful favors! O Thou
Who rent asunder the veil of concealment! O Thou who art
the Bestower of Mercy before all created things!

I beseech Thee by the light of Thy bountiful Countenance, O
Mighty Possessor of all that hath been created, to destine for
Thy servant who is detached from corrupt desires, a sanctified
soul, content with Thy decree, the attainment of the vision of
Grandeur in this world and the next, and to make of him a sign
of guidance, a banner of chastity, protected by the watchful eye
of the All-Merciful, O Thou Possessor of the most excellent
names.

Thou art the Most Generous, the Most Merciful and Thou art
the Most Bountiful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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AB09827

AB09776

O my God! O my God! These are Thy servants who are at-
tracted to Thy holy Kingdom, who chant the verses of Thy
unity, who supplicate to the realm of Thy grandeur, who bow
before Thy sovereignty, and who are humbled before Thy do-
minion. O Lord! Assist them to exalt Thy Word and to mani-
fest Thy power and might. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the
Mighty, the Generous.

2 His honor Dervish Karam-‘Ali is present. I have requested him
to journey to those regions so that he may inform ‘Abdu’l-Baha
of the momentous events of this Western journey. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB09782

O Ahmad! Praised be the Lord of all desires that thou hast
entered beneath His extended shade and attained unto the
gathering of witness, and hast been nourished by the fruits of
the Tree of existence. Thou didst intend pilgrimage and didst
traverse the way. Wisdom required thy return, yet thy inten-
tion for pilgrimage was accepted. Give thanks unto God. The
ray of the sun consisteth of the union of light and heat, that is
to say, two realities exist.
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AB09827

O Bilgis! Ancient Bilgis possessed a throne and crown of beau-
tiful gold and lovely gems, but it was of dust and returned to
dust.

O Bilgis, strive thou to place upon thy head a throne and crown
from the Most Glorious Kingdom and to become so eloquent
that all creation will be amazed, wondering what grace and
perfection this is, and what majesty and glory!

And upon thee be greetings and praise!
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AB09834

AB09833

O servants of God! Seek to hold fast to the hem of sanctity and
beneath the shade of the King of Oneness, engage in glorifying
and praising God with the melodies of the Concourse on High.
Sacrifice yourselves in service to the friends. Let each one
become a servant to the other, for service to the loved ones of
God is service to the Truth.

The friends in Port Said are in truth a source of joy to this ser-
vant, for they are engaged in serving the friends and occupied
in rendering assistance to the Cause of God. Blessed are they
and excellent is their final abode.

And upon you be the glory, O loved ones of God and His
friends.
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AB09834

O ye servants of God! Your mention in this divine gathering
is constant and continuous, and your remembrance is the com-
panion of night and day.

Behold ye the grace, care, protection and mercy of the Ancient
Beauty and the Most Generous Lord, how in such a clime He
fills the longtime friends with spirit and fragrance in remem-
brance of their old-time companions, and how He gladdens and
delights the people of the East with the spirit of the people of
the West. He hath joined East and West in close embrace, and
brought all horizons beneath the canopy of concord. This is
through the bounty and bestowal of the Sun of Truth.
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AB09903

AB09839

O servant of God! His honor, your father, displayed such a
white hand in his firmness, steadfastness and constancy in
God’s Covenant that it astounded the Copts and brought joy
and delight to the Sibtites.

You too must demonstrate the manifest serpent in the school
of instruction at the Sacred Threshold, so that it may devour
all that the ignorant have fabricated, and the delicate saplings
of the Garden of Abha may grow and develop, bringing forth
blossoms and fruit.
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AB09871

O servant of the True One! Be thou resigned to His decree,
and content with whatsoever He hath ordained. Imagine not
that the desire of man is the good of man; how many a desire
there is that is the enemy of the soul.

Commit, therefore, all affairs into the hand of the power of the
True One, and seek nothing from thine own self. Assuredly, the
grace of God shall encompass thee, and whatsoever is for thy
good and welfare shall be attained. And upon thee be Baha.
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AB09903

O Lord! Keep this Baha’i children’s company perpetual and
continuous, and make it blessed and profitable. FEnable its
members to succeed through good administration, competence,
trustworthiness and religious devotion, so that they may safe-
guard the rights of children and conduct themselves according
to Thy teachings.

May they form an assembly composed of blessed souls so that
affairs may be carried out through consultation, and unlike
other companies, may its duration not be brief.
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AB09941

AB09907

O single Lord! Do not render as naught that distinguished
maidservant, and grant refuge and shelter to that helpless wan-
derer. Grant that yearning one entry to the pavilion, and make
that lonely one the intimate companion of Thy near handmaid-
ens at Thy threshold. Thou art the Bestower, the Forgiving,
the Kind. O Lord! Be the heart’s companion to Kudarz-i-
Mihrban and bestow upon him the effulgence of Thy bounty.
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AB09941

O peerless Lord, sanctified from stranger and kin and connec-
tion! We are the afflicted ones—bestow upon us a healing rem-
edy. We are the destitute ones—grant us prosperity and success.
We are intoxicated with the cup of “Am I not your Lord?”—
give us fervor and make us drink deep. We are at the feast of
Thy love-bestow upon us rapturous joy. The ears are await-
ing the call of the angel-make it reach them. The minds are
expectant of inspiration—grant it. Cherish these servants and
raise up these fallen ones. We are sinners—forgive us. We are
dispirited—set us ablaze. We are withered—consume us with the
fire of Thy love.

2 Thou art the Bestower, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
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AB10024

AB09960

To be typed.
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AB09995

O My beloved friend! God hath given a home to all by opening
the door of His grace and the threshold of His bestowals to the
faces of the true friends. Behold, what a blessing this is!

For it is divine guidance itself, the source of the light of faith
and the plenitude of the knowledge of God. The prerequisites
for both are unwavering constancy and steadfastness in the
mighty and ancient Covenant and Testament of God. If one
doth not cling and hold fast unto it, a harvest of knowledge
and certitude is not worth a grain of mustard seed.

Upon thee be the Glory of God.
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AB10024

O dear spiritual one! In this luminous morn, with an eye to
divine love and through the devoted leaves Mrs. Rouhani and
Mrs. Zia, I take up my pen to write this radiant page, that
you may know how cherished you are in this realm and that
you have not been forgotten.

Be not silent, but become the companion of the celestial herald;
be full of enthusiasm and fervor. And upon you be glory.

Please convey sublime greetings to the honored Mrs. Zajij and
other relatives.
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AB10089

AB10034

O Fadlu’llah! Thou art a sign of God’s grace and a token of the
mercy of the True One, for thou wert born under the shadow
of His loving-kindness, didst drink from the garden of divine
knowledge, wert reared in the time of guidance, and didst grow
and develop in the embrace of divine favors.

Therefore, in return for these bounties, be thou firm and stead-
fast in the Covenant and Testament, that thou mayest witness
the power of the Kingdom.
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AB10067

O bird of the meadow of divine knowledge! Like unto a nightin-
gale in this heavenly garden, begin thy melody and song, and
with wondrous strains raise up a celestial anthem in praise and
glorification of the All-Glorious Lord, that thou mayest move
to ecstasy the hearing of the denizens of the Supreme Con-
course and transport with joy and delight the hearts of the
people of the most glorious Kingdom.

I beseech God that thou mayest be assisted and confirmed in
all the worlds of existence.
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AB10089

O thou who art near to the Threshold of the Blessed Beauty!

In this city we have rent our garment in the name of the Friend
and become notorious throughout all horizons. Throughout all
the world we are known for madness. There is no tumult in
the city save from the tresses of the Beloved, no sedition in
the horizons save from the curve of the Friend’s eyebrow. And
peace be upon thee.

If letters arrive, send them to San Francisco in California, and
whenever your carpets arrive, telegraph me immediately, for I
wish to be the first buyer.
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AB10144

AB10113

...0 our Lord! Send down upon this one who seeketh refuge at
the gate of Thy oneness, from the outpourings of the heaven of
Thy glorious unity, and attract him through the holy fragrances
of Thy singleness. Expand his breast through the verses of Thy
unity, illumine his sight through witnessing the signs of Thy
sanctity, loose his tongue in Thy remembrance, raise his call
in Thy praise and glorification, perfume his nostrils with the
sweet scents of Thy knowledge, and make his soul fragrant
with the aroma of Thy bounty. Verily, Thou art the Giver, the
Compassionate to all who are faithful to Thy Covenant and
Testament.
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AB10128

O sapling of the garden of divine knowledge! How fortunate
and auspicious is thy destiny, that thou hast grown up be-
side this stream and flourished in this orchard of certitude.
Through the bounties of the cloud of grace and the outpour-
ings of the clouds of divine bestowal, thou shalt attain a fresh-
ness and delicacy beyond description. Therefore, bring forth
blossoms and unfold thy petals that thou mayest yield fruit.
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AB10144

O sorrowful and afflicted leaf! Although it was a black calamity
and a bitter tribulation, as separation is the mother of wailing
and the nursemaid of lamentation, it was also the bosom of the
love of the peerless Lord.

Since the end of every union is separation, it behoveth us to find
intimacy in the kingdom of sanctity, for it is a union without
separation and a meeting not followed by parting.
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AB10170

AB10167

O ye my spiritual friends! The reality of humanity is even as
pure soil: the more it is wounded by spade and pickaxe and
furrowed by the plough, the more doth its power of growth
increase, and the more abundantly and excellently doth it bring
forth flowers and fragrant herbs.

Consider how greatly the renowned ones of the worlda€”among
the spiritual, the divine, the illumined, the sages of God,
the great ones of mankind, and the noble ones of every
landa€”suffered harm and endured affliction at the hands
of the ignorant masses, who are even as cattle. This is in
accordance with the decree of the Lord of mankind.
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AB10170

O beloved friends of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! One must carefully study
the divine texts and execute the laws of God’s religion, avoid-
ing the interpretations of the mystics and the confusion of the
philosophers, for these cause souls to become frozen, depressed,
lazy, indifferent, scattered and bewildered, and ultimately ren-
der the divine community degraded and contemptible, consid-
ered in the eyes of the public as a group of transgressors and

sinners. Assuredly, the true friends desire naught save the fear
of God.
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AB10201

AB10190

O steadfast leaf! Truly in the face of tests and trials you have
stood firm and steadfast like an upright mountain, and re-
mained sanctified from the whisperings of the deluded ones
and the vain imaginings of the deniers. If you persist in this
path, you shall attain in the Most Exalted Kingdom an abun-
dant recompense and reward, and shall reach the most glorious
station in the highest horizon, for you have detached yourself
from the world and all that is therein and have clung to His
firm cord.
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AB10201

O thou who art pure in heart, sanctified in spirit, peerless
in character, beauteous in face! Thy photograph hath been
received revealing thy physical frame in the utmost grace and
the best appearance. Thou art dark in countenance and bright
in character. Thou art like unto the pupil of the eye which is
dark in color, yet it is the fount of light and the revealer of the
contingent world.

I have not forgotten nor will I forget thee. I beseech God that
He may graciously make thee the sign of His bounty amidst
mankind, illumine thy face with the light of such blessings as
are vouchsafed by the merciful Lord, single thee out for His
love in this age which is distinguished among all the past ages
and centuries.
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AB10235

AB10211

O pure Lord! Heal the distressed hearts and unite the thoughts
of the helpless ones. Be a kind Shepherd to the scattered sheep
and a blessed Gatherer to the dispersed birds. Illumine the
meadows of hearts with the light of unity and make souls alive
and stirred by the breaths of fellowship. Make Thy ancient
servant a faithful counselor and enable Thy old servant of the
threshold to bring about fellowship and attraction, so that all
may become unified like the waves of the sea of oneness and
united like the hosts of the Kingdom of the All-Merciful.
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AB10212

When His Honor Amin hastened to this region, he mentioned
the company of the Parsee friends, that these souls have en-
gaged in this company with trustworthiness, religiosity, and
sincerity and with the utmost zeal, and their purpose is to
serve the world of humanity and to attain blessings.

Since this is so, undoubtedly the grace of the Blessed Beauty
will support this company, and the establishment of such com-
panies in Iran is among the effects of divine favors. When it
is established with pure intention, it will undoubtedly achieve
success and confirmation.
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AB10235

O physician! The health of the body of this world is ruined and
its illness is chronic and complete. The skilled and choice Physi-
cian is indispensable and the real and true remedy is needed.
If thou art a divine Plato, use thou the wholesome medicine
and the sovereign remedy from the pharmacy of divine knowl-
edge and the drugstore of faith, so that those who are confined
to the bed of deadly illness and the afflicted souls that suffer
chronic diseases may be cured and attain unto ease.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10242

2 That sovereign medicine is the love of the Daystar of the world.

SBBT 5 oo Gk Bl o)

MJT.073b

AB10236

Concerning what thou didst write about the translation of the
Kitab-i-Aqdas made by one of the loved ones of God - although
the intentions of the translator were good, yet since such mat-
ters in these days become a cause of differences, therefore it is
not permissible....

2 As for the matter of writing down and collecting the wondrous
tokens and extraordinary marvels which have been witnessed
from the Ancient Beauty by those endowed with sight: to pro-
hibit this would become a cause of the cooling and discourage-
ment of hearts. Therefore, no objection should be raised to
it...
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AB10242

He is God, the Helper, the Answerer of those in distress.

Be not discouraged - there are many hopes. Attainment and
arrival depend upon steadfastness. “Then they remained stead-
fast” is a manifest proof. There is a famous verse: “When the
clever bird falls into the trap, it must show patience.” “Despair
not of God’s mercy.” For noble aims there are assuredly severe
obstacles, and “the end belongs to the God-fearing.”

3 These days shall pass. Verily thy Lord will assist thee through
His bounty. Verily, He hath power over all things.
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AB10275

Remove not, O Lord, the festal board that hath been spread
in Thy Name, and extinguish not the burning flame that hath
been kindled by Thine unquenchable fire. Withhold not from
flowing that living water of Thine that murmureth with the
melody of Thy glory and Thy remembrance, and deprive not
Thy servants from the fragrance of Thy sweet savors breathing
forth the perfume of Thy love.

Lord! Turn the distressing cares of Thy holy ones into ease,
their hardship into comfort, their abasement into glory, their
sorrow into blissful joy, O Thou that holdest in Thy grasp the
reins of all mankind!

Thou art, verily, the One, the Single, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing, the All-Wise.

BPRY.024-025, SW_ v13#12 p.332, DWN__v2#03-4 p.019, BP1926.018

AB10286

But as to evolution: it is true of both body and the spirit. Con-
sider how many sciences, arts, discoveries and achievements
have come into existence since the days of Moses till the present
time through the progress of the human soul in knowledge and
perfections. Similarly, how much the soul has evolved from the
moral point of view.

When the body of man is perfected, physical evolution comes
to an end, since nature does not seek to build a higher form
than that of man. But the evolution of spirit continues until
reason, the mental powers, and the emotional capacities are
evolved in it. These are not produced by entities which pass
from body to body, but by the universal or World Spirit of
man. The results of each individual life-experience go to the
general enrichment of humanity. As a hundred lamps may be
lit from a single flame, so the one World Spirit illumines the
minds of countless men. Without this spirit, man’s body, like
the lamp, is lifeless matter.

BSC.434 #789
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AB10301

AB10300

The American people are indeed worthy of being the first to
build the Tabernacle of the Great Peace, and proclaim the
oneness of mankind. May this American democracy be the first
nation to establish the foundation of international agreement.
May it be the first nation to proclaim the unity of mankind.
May it be the first to unfurl the Standard of the Most Great
Peace.

For America hath developed powers and capacities greater and
more wonderful than other nations. Its future is most great and
its position most covetous. The American nation is equipped
and empowered to accomplish that which will adorn the pages
of history, to become the envy of the world, and be blest in
both the East and the West for the triumph of its people.

May the inhabitants of this country become glorious agents of
peace. Then will they earn not only material but also spiritual
victories.

The American continent gives signs and evidences of very great
advancement. Its future is even more promising, for its influ-
ence and illumination are far-reaching. It will lead all nations
spiritually.

ADJ.085b-086x, GPB.254x, GPB.396-397x, COF.035x, TDH#158.5x

AB10301

O God! T ask Thee - by Thy Supreme Pen and by Thy Name,
the Most Holy, the Greatest, the Impregnable, the Most High,
the Most Glorious - to forgive me my debts through Thy Grace
and Bounty, and to overlook and pardon my trespasses by Thy
Benevolence and Mercy. Then make me steadfast in Thy ser-
vice and an utterer of Thy Name and praise. Verily Thou art
the Exalted, the Forgiver, the Clement.

BSTW#198
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ABU2732

AB10306

The difference between Christ and others is this: Christ was
the Spirit, others are bodies. Christ was the Sun, others are
mirrors. Christ was the Truth and was bestowing Eternal Life;
others are dead and are imparting deadness and negligence.

O maid-servant of God, the example of His Holiness Christ
is similar to His Holiness Adam. Did the first man who was
created in the world have a father and mother? Certainly, he
had no father nor mother, and thus Jesus was without father.

BSTW#357

AB10314

O thou maid-servant of God! Thy letter was received. Thy
desire to serve Green Acre is in reality a very important matter.
This name (Green Acre) must appear with all its significant
meaning, that is Green Acre must become the reflection of the
plain of Acca, and attain to the utmost verdancy, greenness
and artistic beauty. Its charms and wonder lie in this, that it
may become the center of the Bahais and the cry of ‘Ya Baha
El Abha’ be raised from all its direction. I hope that all thy
aspirations may become fully realized.

Upon thee be greeting and praise.

SW_ v08#05 p.051

ABU2732

All created things’, He said, ‘are subject to change and trans-
formation. Every youth will grow old and every sapling will
become an old tree and everything old will decay and perish’
Similarly, He said, each one of the religions of the world has
at one time been the cause of progress but each has become
like an old tree, devoid of truth. The people of this age hope
that these trees will again bear flowers and fruits but this is
impossible. Thus, for instance, the Hindu and Buddhist expect
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ABU2802

to regain the progress of the times of Gautama [Buddha] and
Brahma.

MHMD1.025
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ABU2748

There was a man by the name of Mahmud who used to speak
ill of people. Once the Blessed Beauty advised him to refrain
from gossiping.

He said, ‘I am following the example of God. As God has
repeatedly mentioned Adam’s sin in all the heavenly books, I
am doing the same to other people’

The Blessed Beauty smiled greatly at this reply.
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ABU2802

In spite of all difficulties Baha'u’llah was ever in an exalted
state; his face shone continually. He had the presence of a
king. One cannot imagine any one with more majesty. One
would have said that he was enjoying the greatest comfort. He
drew his strength from divine powers, which always triumph.

Minds were exalted on beholding him, and Baha'u’llah never
hid himself. He spoke courageously before all.

“He is incomparable,” declared the people, “but he is setting
himself against Islam. Such an one is an honor to humanity,”
they said, “but a detriment to our religion; therefore we must
declare ourselves against him.”

SW_ v08#13 p.171
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ABU2812

ABU2808

People have come to realize that in unity there lies strength;
in concentration of purpose there is power; and in self-sacrifice
there is growth and development. Just as we are often ready
to sacrifice our possessions, our wealth, and our lives for the
sake of truth, we must likewise be willing to sacrifice our opin-
ions and ideas, if we know that such a thing will bring about
unity and accord. Now, in Persia the friends have been ready
to sacrifice not only possessions and lives, but they have also
sacrificed their individual opinions for the sake of the unity of
the whole.

SW__v16#05 p.509

ABU2812

God is the Creator of all the creatures. He made men to dwell
in His land and He made them rulers of whatsoever exists of
animals, vegetables, minerals, water and air. He did not make
any distinction one from another.

Then the people divided this land into sections and named one
“England,” another “France,” “Germany,” “ America,” etc.,
and they began to fight and make battle. He created man
gentle, peaceful and social, without sharp claws and long ca-
nine teeth. Then man invented the sword and death-dealing
instruments.

Therefore, universal peace must be established, religions must
be unified and equality must be accomplished.

SW_v12#17 p.260, DWN_ v4#01 p.001, DWN_ v64£09 p.001
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AB10713

AB10535

To: Shoghi Effendi

O Shoghi! T have no time to talk; leave me be! Thou didst say
“Write”, and I have written. What else should I do? Now is
not the time for thee to read and write; it is the time to jump
about and to chant “O my God!” Memorize the prayers of the
Blessed Beauty and chant them for me, that I may hear them;
there is no time for anything else.

BRL_ATE#127, BW_v13p063, PPRL.008
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AHB_131BE #01-02 p.51, DURS3.261,

DRM.015d, YHA2.578, PPRP.012

AB10713

To: Azizullah Baha’i

O Compassionate Lord! Make this dear servant dear to Thee

and bestow upon him boundless culture and discrimination.

Fill his cup to overflowing with the wine of Thy love and make
him enthusiastic. Bestow blessing upon his commercial affairs,
and immerse his mother, the handmaiden of God, in the ocean
of forgiveness, and place upon her head a radiant crown.

KHAZE.019, BLO__PN#025
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AB10495

ABU2962

When I was a little boy in Tehran I was followed and beaten
by the boys and the people because I was a Babi, but my own
people were very glad of this, for they knew that the power of
God is manifested in persecution.

If the tree is watered by the rain and the sun shines upon it,
is it any worse for it if a little dust falls upon its leaves? If
the father is pleased with his child what does it care about the
neighbor’s opinion?

SW_ v09#18 p.201, PTIM.054

AB10750

To: Unknown, in Alexandria

O thou who hast turned thy face unto God!

This person who is, in truth, a supplicant, will stay in Alexan-
dria for a brief period, that is, about one month. During these
few days, place him in a tailor’s shop there so that he may en-
gage in tailoring. Afterwards, we must send him to Iran, that
is, to Shiraz.

And the Glory be upon thee and upon all the loved ones of
God.
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AB10495

To: Khalil Khayyat, in Baghdad

O Khalil! Divine friendship represents the highest degree
of love, and when this luminous flame is kindled within the
essence of the heart, it burns away the veils of all else and
completely forgets estrangement, recognizing only the beauty
of oneness - meaning that it finds none except the Most
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AB10485

Glorious Beloved and worships none but Him, “until I make
all my prayers and remembrances into a single prayer.”
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AB10351

To: Wife of Aqa Bala, in Baku

O faithful handmaiden of God! That family, praise be to God,
are intoxicated from the cup of guidance and are at rest in the

shade of the Blessed Tree, secure from every trial and harm.

They are immersed in the ocean of favor and are deserving of
matchless and incomparable bounties. Therefore give thanks
to God for these favors and bestowals.
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AB10485

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Baku

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! Give praise that through
the special grace of the Spirit of the world thou art confirmed
and assisted, and art a partner and associate with this servant
in servitude to the Holy Threshold. What more couldst thou
desire, what more couldst thou seek, what more couldst thou
say, and what further religious argument couldst thou make?
And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10558

To: Dawlat Bihjat Mihraban, in Bombay

O handmaiden of God! The All-Merciful Lord singled thee out b < 2 Ol~y O 2> Olsy xS &l
through pure bounty, shed upon thee the radiance of His favors, *#,4 5 des Culis g, 5 55 pola) 15
made His gifts thy companion, caused thine eyes to behold the 5 s Glel Calys ol S0y 5 douny oo
hope of heavenly bestowals, and enabled thine ears to hear the sl |y Aslas ais VL Ol KLl 5
melody of the realm above. Praise the Lord that thou hast Kl s b solas| gix g 5 5
been singled out for such a gift. And upon thee be the Most Lgciy‘ L

Glorious Glory!
YARP2.486 p.360

AB10489

To: Hurmuzdiyar Ardishir, in Bombay

O thou seeker after God! Render praise and adoration unto oS i, s (b |y o 30k olds
the Creator of the world, for thou hast found thy way to His , guo JL 2a8 0, sLol, el &
court, gained admittance to His threshold, and joined with Ay @b, &5, oS e ALk
His loved ones. Thou hast found the lost Kay Khusraw and Ly Sy okt pr (S5 (pdd |y Cptos,
become intimate with the veiled Beloved. A seeker thou wert, a K b s oS ol 6:{ sl (s
wayfarer thou didst become, and one who hath attained. Offer

praise and glorification.

And upon thee be greetings and praise. e] P 1:».:)\ She
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AB10651

To: Fozdar, Shirin daughter of Mihraban Bihjat, in Bombay

O steadfast leaf! Be happy and be free and be confident in  fekes 5 3 5131 5 U sl 540 568,y (<
the grace and gift of the Lord who guided you and showed you 55 < las 17 & 8,0, Counse Sbag
favor and bestowed a worthy gift and granted bounties freely.  zi& 4lhe 5548 QLS Cange 455 ol
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AB10519

Know the value of this grace and gift and be safe and secure
in the shelter of the Lord God. May your soul be happy.
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AB10403

To: Aqa Mustafa, in Bushihr

O servant of the Most Glorious Beauty!

Thanks be to the Ancient and Omnipotent One that thou art
remembered in His glorious Kingdom and art renowned in the
gathering of His friends. Thou hast a countenance illumined
with the light of recognition and nostrils perfumed with the
fragrance of certitude. This bounty is specially reserved for
those among humanity who are endowed with insight. Know
thou the value of this grace.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10519

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir llahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Bushihr

O cultured Colonel! Set your aim toward the Concourse on
High and compose a melody with the strains of the Abha King-
dom. Play the harp and lute that you may discover the hidden
mysteries and guarded secret of the peerless Lord and open
your eyes to behold the realm above.
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AB10655

AB10708

To: Abdu’llah Samandari, in Haifa

Jinab-i-Aga Mirza Abdu’llah, I am certain that on behalf of
Abdu’l-Baha you kiss the Sacred Threshold of the Beloved
and seek my confirmation. The promised letters were sent,
and likewise a cloak for His Holiness, your affectionate father
Samandar. Convey to all the Most Wondrous, Most Glorious
greetings.
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AB10655

To: Abdur-Rasul Khalil Mansur, in Haifa

O you who remain as a memorial to Mansur, the noble and
glorious Khalil!

Now that the rose has departed and the rose garden lies in
ruins, from whom shall we seek the fragrance of the rose except
from rose water? I am ever mindful of you and I beseech the
Blessed Beauty for assistance and bounty on your behalf.

You are under the protection of the Covenant and free from
the world of limitations. In the company of Jinab-i-Haji, you
must strive with the utmost effort. You are authorized and
accepted.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10586

AB10532

To: Abdu’l-Husayn son in law of Vazir, in Isfahan

O enkindled candle!

Though to be enkindled is pleasing, yet to be consumed is
more pleasing still, for in this consuming lies the finding of an
eternal life, and in this evanescence the essence of everlasting
existence is ordained and realized. In truth, this consuming is
the reality of being enkindled, for through this consuming the
world becomes illumined and the soul becomes living, fresh,
and tender.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10586

To: Aga Muhammad Mihdi Chamgurdani, in Isfahan

O manifestation of the knowledge of creation! The world is full
of loss and deprivation and failure, its end is endless regret,
unless one becomes a blessed person who abandons childish
pastimes and engages with the realities of the wisdom of the
All-Merciful, becomes an illuminating candle to the world of

humanity and a fragrant musk to the gardens of divine unity.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12007

AB10335

To: Aqa Siyyid Ibrahim, in Isfahan

O Ibrahim! Be a compassionate father to humanity, so that
the fire of Nimrod may be transformed into a rose garden of
paradise, and the breeze of grace may waft, the morn of bounty
may dawn, and thou mayest become a sign of “mercy to all the
worlds” and manifest the bounty of “God loveth the doers of
good.” And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10523

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn grandson of the martyr, in Isfahan

O spiritual namesake of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! This blessed name is
glorified and sanctified by the holy ones, for it signifies servi-
tude at a Threshold which is freedom in both worlds and an
endless sovereignty. As much as thou art able, arise to fulfill
the requirements of this distinguished name, that thou mayest
become the exemplar of spiritual ones. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.

b ke pb o Wlae sy o il
SIVs Ly ST sy e uE Ol
5 il 53 ST 8 gl S
b b o sl g b ol ool
Sde 5 655 by, gl b oS ol

1,

MKT9.143a

AB12007

To: Ali Askar father of Mihdi Yazdi, in Ishqabad

O servant of God! In these days when the winds of trials and
tests have encompassed the horizons of possibility, and the
tempest of divine zeal is intensifying from all directions, one
must make firm one’s steps and keep one’s heart receptive and
steadfast so that it may remain protected and preserved.
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AB10362

AB12720

To: Mulla Abdu’l-Husayn father of Ustad Muhammad Hasan, in Ishqabad

My Lord and my Hope! 1 beseech Thee by the sovereignty
of Thy forgiveness, which hath encompassed the people of
rebellion, that Thou forgive the father of Thy servant who
communed with Thee in the hidden recesses of his heart and
openly.

Do Thou forgive his father who hath passed away.

O my Lord! Immerse him in the ocean of Thy great mercy and
lead him to the fountains of Thy pardon, O Forgiver of sins!
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AB10362

To: Wife of Nasrullah (Mutamidul-Vizarah), in Ishqabad

O handmaiden of God! In the morning and evening make the
dwelling of your heart a mystic rose garden through the remem-
brance of the Most Glorious Beauty, and make it a flowering
branch of the mysteries of the peerless Lord.

Turn your face toward the Abha Kingdom, cling to the most
pure hem of the Covenant, become detached from the world,
and night and day let “O Thou Glory of the Most Glorious!”
be upon your tongue.
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AB10378

AB10482

To: Habibullah son of Mahmud, in Kaf

O Habib! How greatly favored thou art, that thy father is a be-
liever, thy mother is assured in faith, thy brother is enkindled,
and thy sisters are mindful - all sheltered beneath the Word of
God and recipients of His bounties.

Therefore, render thanks by day and by night, and occupy
thyself with the mention of the Lord of all mankind, that His
favors may increase and the truth of “If ye be grateful, I will
surely increase you” may become manifest.
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AB10378

To: Mahmud brother of Muhammad Ibrahim, in Kaf

O Aga Mahmud! In the mighty Qur’an, addressing the Beloved
One, He saith: “And watch in vigil some part of the night as a
work of supererogation for thee; it may be that thy Lord will
raise thee to a Station of Praise (Magam-i-Mahmud).”

Today the Station of Praise is steadfastness and firmness in
God’s Covenant and Testament. Therefore, through the power
of the confirmations of the Most Glorious Kingdom, seek thou
to hold fast unto the sure handle.

3 And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10627

AB10660

To: Abdu’l-Vahhab (Bushruyih), in Khurasan

...At every breath I bow my head to the dust in humility and
supplication, and raise my voice in earnest entreaty, saying: O
my Self-Sufficient Lord, O Confidant of my secrets, O Solace
of my heart! Make those ancient friends taste of sweetness,
make them cherished servants at the threshold of Thy oneness,
and seat them in the highest chambers of heaven. Thou art
the Compassionate, Thou art the Bestower, Thou art the Kind
One.
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AB10529

To: Mirza Buzurg Mustawfi, in Khurasan

O thou who art partner and associate of ‘Abdu’l-Baha in servi-
tude at the Divine Threshold! Come, let us join hands and set
foot upon this path of servitude, and arise to that which be-
fitteth this most great trust, that we may illumine our counte-
nances and acquire virtues that would make the musk-scented
tresses of the maidens of Paradise envious. This is boundless
grace!
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AB10627

To: Ustad Muhammad Najjar, in Khurasan

O carpenter! Noah was a carpenter and prepared the ark of
salvation. You too must prepare planks and nails from realities
and meanings, build a heavenly ship, cause the sincere friends
to embark, unfurl the sails, and guide them on a journey across
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AB10356

the sea of truth. And glory be upon you, O faithful and trusted
servant!
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AB10618

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Kirmanshahan

O diffuser of the fragrances of God! I hope that through the
favors of the Abha Beauty thou mayest ever be engaged in
diffusing the fragrances of God with the utmost attraction,
rapture, love and enthusiasm, and find the doors of confirma-
tion opened wide before thee. Be thou a faithful servant of the
Most Great Name. May all thy rest, comfort, happiness and
joy be found in service at the Sacred Threshold.
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AB10356

To: Wife of Mashhadi Khalil, in Mamagan

O handmaid of God! Your husband Mashhadi Khalil has tra-
versed mountains, hills, deserts and seas, running with stead-
fastness until he pressed his face and eyes against the Sacred
Threshold, illumining his sight and perfuming his senses. In
this blessed Spot, he always remembered you and made you
happy with his prayers for your welfare.
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AB10516

AB10615

To: Haji Musa Sarraf (Mashhad), in Marv

O believer in God! Despite His speech impediment, His Ho-
liness Moses was enabled to deliver decisive utterance and in-
terpret the Book. Though slow of speech, He became the One
Who conversed with God. Thus it became evident that the
outpouring of God’s grace and the bestowal of the Absolute
Beauty is purely a gift, not dependent on capacity and worthi-
ness. “He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He pleases” -
it is not based on the receptivity of those who belong to the
contingent world.

duwb@fo,b&l{yyd\
srgl Ad By OB sy Olad] Jak
§ 4t e o af K 0L a8
Cange o Gllan U sllae 5 G 2
wjua:z:(uﬁ);ﬁt;js\ww@\

L) ol b 6 ol ST e

MMEKG6#012, PYB#184 p.04

AB10516

To: Haji Shaykh Zaynu’l-Abidin Yazdi, in Mashhad

O Zayn of the worshippers! God willing, may you become the
adornment of the steadfast ones and the ornament of those
who are firm, possessing the ardor of lovers and the joy of the
yearning ones, so that dancing and leaping and whirling, with
one hand holding the cup of the love of God and the other
hand bearing the offering of your life, you may hasten to the
altar of love and sacrifice this transient life for the face of the
Beloved. And upon you be the Glory!
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AB12726

AB10363

To: Mother of Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi, in Mihriz

O handmaid of God! Take hold of the hem of the grace of the
Abha Beauty and grasp firmly the Sure Handle. That hem is
the favors of the Covenant of the Luminary of the horizons,
and that Sure Handle is the radiance of His effulgence. That
hem is extended throughout all regions, and that Handle is
trusted by the people of concord.
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AB10397

To: Karbala’i Hasan Khan Diziji, in Miyanduab

...With regard to your question concerning plurality of wives,
according to the Holy Text bigamy is permissible. It is not
forbidden and is indeed lawful. Do not therefore feel sad. Try,
as far as possible, to be just in your relationships with them.
What has been revealed in the Holy Text is that, since it is
extremely difficult to act with justice, it is more conducive to
one’s well-being and happiness to practice monogamy, but do
not be sad now that you have married a second wife.
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AB12726

To: Valiyullah Varqa, in Miyanduab

O cherished memorial of that martyr in the path of the Lord! I
am excused from writing a detailed letter and compelled to be
brief. T am delighted at your remembrance and familiar with
your mention.

Give thanks to God that you have such a kind one in the world
of being. You are the manifestation of the bounty of the Lord
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AB11799

and are mentioned in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s heart. What more could
you desire?

Be thankful, patient, watchful and joyous. And upon you be
greetings and praise.
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AB10571

To: Aqa Shukrullah (Narag)

O thou who art turning unto the most luminous Horizon!

Thankfulness is the attribute of the truthful ones, and praise
is the characteristic of the denizens of heaven. Therefore, in
gratitude for the favor of thy Lord, loosen thy tongue and show
forth endeavor - and that is to guide and encourage steadfast-
ness and firmness in the Covenant and Testament, and to hold
fast to the binding pledge and faith of the Best-Beloved of all
regions.
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AB11799

To: Baygum sister in law of Siyyid Mihdi Yazdi et al., in Nayriz

O handmaiden of God! It is evening and the air is dark, and
this servant with slender pen has undertaken to write this let-
ter in your name. What can be done? Jinab Aqa Siyyid Mehdi
pleads, and his power is greater than the authority of the Turk-
ish tax collectors. What can be done? ‘Abbas ‘Abbas.
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AB10668

AB10412

To: Karbala’i Mirza Husayn, in Nayriz

O servant of the Truth! In this time and age, if you seek honey,
it is found in the contents of the Covenant. If you desire sugar,
it lies in the sweetness of the Testament. Glory be to God!
This Covenant, which is sweeter than nectar, has become to
certain souls more bitter than poison and more unpalatable
than venom. Glory be to God! Glory be to God!
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AB10696

To: Dr Howard O Comegys, in New York

...Know thou that before maturity man liveth from day to day
and comprehendeth only such matters as are superficial and
outwardly obvious. However, when he cometh of age he under-
standeth the realities of things and the inner truths. Indeed,
in his comprehension, his feelings, his deductions and his dis-
coveries, every day of his life after maturity is equal to a year
before it....
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AB10668

To: Helen S Goodall, in Oakland

O thou handmaid of God who art believing in the kingdom
of God! May God enkindle thee with the fire of Love and At-
traction. Turn thou towards the kingdom of God, commune
with thy God and say: Praise be to Thee, O God of the King-
dom and Lord of omnipotence; for Thou hast guided me to the
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10548

Tabernacle, the heavenly Jerusalem, the divine holy of Holies.
Verily, Thou art the Granter, the Liberal.

AB10669

To: FEllen G Rionda, in Paris

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God! I
have read thy letter of wondrous composition and learned of
thy longing for God and thy attraction to the breaths of God.

2 We have granted thee permission to be present at this flour-
ishing House. This is a glad tiding that causes the hearts of
the angels of heaven and the manifestations of holiness in the
exalted Kingdom to quiver with joy.
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AB10548

To: Abdu’llah Samandari, in Qazvin

O servant of God! When thou enterest the gathering of the
newly-arrived ones of God, raise a cry with the melody of the
Supreme Concourse: “Holy, Sanctified is the Lord of the an-
gels and the Spirit!” Strike such a note that will cause the
entire assembly to dance with joy and delight. By My life, the
outpourings of thy Ancient Lord will assist thee in this.
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AB12072

AB10612

To: Ahmad Nabilzadih Qazvini

O thou who art assured by the verses of God!

> It is dawn, and the pen is flowing, and the heart is stirred.
The fragrances of the Abha Kingdom are diffusing and the life-
giving breeze of the Concourse on High is blowing. The Most
Great Sign is resplendent and the supreme bounty is manifest,
and this servant of Baha, with tear-filled eyes like rain-laden
clouds, is thinking of thy countenance and the fragrance of thy
presence.
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AB12072

To: Jinab-i-Haji Isma’il, in Qazvin

O servant of the threshold of the Abha Beauty!...

The affairs of the true friends move in harmony with the cir-
cumstances of Abdul-Baha - as one appears, so does the other
reflect it. While I am in debt and encumbered, how can the
true spiritual friends be free, safe and at rest? This would be
inappropriate. God willing, the means of relief shall be pro-
vided.
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AB10588

AB10642

To: Masumsih wife of Samandar, mother of Tarazullah, in Qazvin

O suppliant leaf! On the Day of the Call of the Primal Point
thou didst raise high the banner of “yea” with the tongue of
thine inner being, and in the luminous morn of the All-Merciful
Beauty thou didst brighten thine eyes through beholding the
most great signs and didst inscribe the mark of love upon the
tablet of thy heart. Now become intoxicated and enraptured
from the brimming cup of the Covenant of “Am I not your
Lord?”, that thou mayest become intimate with the pavilion of
glory and discover the private chamber of the Abha Kingdom.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10588

To: Muallim, in Qazvin

O teacher in the school of the love of God! Today heavenly
education is a sign of the Covenant and the meanings of the
inscribed Tablet and the unfurled Scroll are the mysteries of
the Testament and Pledge. Therefore, as much as thou art
able, promote in the school this lesson and instruction so that
this teaching may influence the seven climes. And glory be
upon the people of glory.
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AB10546

AB10367

To: Ruqiyyih, in Qazvin

O handmaid of God! Give thanks unto God that thou hast
been guided to the Most Great Guidance and hast been em-
braced by the merciful gaze of thy Lord.

Thou wert nurtured in the bosom of divine knowledge and wert
suckled from the breast of grace.

Beseech God that thou mayest remain firm in the Covenant,
steadfast in the Testament and Pledge of the Lord God.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10646

To: Sadhijiyyih Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O leaf that hath been stirred up! That Orb of the horizons
- His light of favors encompassed that family, and His gaze
of providence was continuous upon that household. Therefore
there is firm hope that each one of you may become, in service
to the Cause of God, a sign among the greatest signs. And
upon thee be glory.
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AB10546

To: Tarazullah Samandari, in Qazvin

O ornament of the brocade of love! In this Dispensation of the
Ancient Beauty and Cycle of the Most Great Name - may my
spirit be sacrificed for His sincere servants - ask thou of God
that thou mayest become an ornament of divine ornamentation,
nay rather, that thou mayest become a candle of ornament
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10359

and become independent of aught else save the fragrances of
the garden of sanctity, and become intimate with that which
causeth the exaltation of the banner of the Covenant of the
Luminary of the horizons.

2 By the life of Baha, this is verily the most great gift!

2 Gl do Sl “l o5 Skg
u;;f Sles Cdlsl

elal Ta gl a a O oLl o)
AYBY.402 #4104, PYB#183 p.09,
TRZ1.137

AB10365

To: Wife of Mashhadi Bagqir, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! Thanks be to the Lord, the Self-
Subsisting, that thou hast entered beneath the shadow of the
blessed Word, and drunk from the chalice of guidance, and
tasted the honey of bounty, and become intoxicated with the
wine of divine favors, and immersed in the ocean of recognition.
Blessed art thou, and again, glad tidings be unto thee, for this
great bounty.
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AB10359

To: Sharifih Baygum, mother of Sh. Ahmad Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! In the Cause of the Lord steadfastness
is the essence of bounty, and firmness and constancy are an
effusion of His grace. Therefore, as far as thou art able, show
forth firmness of step, that in the Paradise of the Kingdom the
holy maidens may loose their tongues in thy praise and raise
their voices in acclaim.
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AB10461

AB10700

To: Sharifih Baygum, mother of Sh. Ahmad Nabilzadih, in Qazvin

Glad tidings unto thee, O leaf who art submissive and humble
before God, thy Lord and the Lord of all worlds!

> Blessed be God Who chose thee to be the mother of one who
believed and whose heart overflowed with the water of the love
of God, and Who bestowed upon thee a son who was attracted
by the love of God, and gave thee noble daughters who were
stirred by the fragrances of God.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10461

To: Ali Akbar Hamadani, in Qum

In utmost love and spirituality, and without any formality or
pretense, this is written to you, O you who are firm in the
Covenant. Therefore, you too should derive the utmost joy
and delight from this task, which is written without any con-
sideration [of formality|. If possible, and if it causes no hard-
ship, assistance should be rendered to Jinab-i-Nayyir and Sina.
This would be most acceptable at the Sacred Threshold.
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AB10422

To: Mashhadi Mustafa Quli Qumrudi

O servant of God! Surrender thy life to the Beloved and sacri-
fice thy head in the path of God. Every soul that sacrificeth
itself not shall become no more than dust; and every heart that
drowneth not in blood for love of the True One shall remain a
piece of impure flesh. The glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB10472

To: Murvarid mother of Mihraban and Surush et al.,

O ye steadfast ones! God in His sanctity be praised! Even
though the human being is created from a handful of dust,
He has deposited within this shell a pearl of infinite brightness
and luminosity whose rays are capable of illuminating East and
West. This pearl is none other than the love of God.

Upon you be greetings and praise.

in Rahmatabad
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AB10601

To: Haji Mirza Haydar Ali Isfahani, in Rasht

...The news of the unity, harmony and oneness of the friends
and their intense endeavor to acquire spiritual and material
perfections was a great cause of joy and delight. This news
was in the nature of glad-tidings, for it is proof of firmness in
the Covenant and Testament. The measure of firmness in the
Covenant is praise of the friends, love for the chosen ones, and
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AB10330

laudation of the pure ones. And among the signs of violation
is speaking ill and backbiting the friends of God....
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AB10744
To: Mirza Yusuf Khan Shirazi (Lisanul-Hudur), in Ridaiyyih
O Vabhid! Ay Ol L

2 Multiple answers and letters have been sent which undoubtedly
have reached you by now. Regarding the matter of the school
for teaching, this is very appropriate. I pray for moderation of
temperament for Aslan Khan.

Convey most wonderful greetings to all the friends, especially
to Aga Rahim and likewise to the illustrious descendant.

Since I am departing for America in these two days, therefore
there is no opportunity to write more than this.
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AB10330

To: Muhammad Taqi nephew of Mulla Ali, in Sabzihvar

My God! This is one who supplicates toward the Kingdom
of Thy sanctity, who clings to the hem of the robe of Thy
grandeur, and who seeks sympathy from Thine immense
bounty - that Thou mayest make him encompassed by the
tender mercies of Thy compassion, immersed in the seas of

Thy oneness, and soaring in the heights of Thy beneficence.

My God! Through Thy generosity and grace, fulfill his hope.
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AB10717

To: Haji Ahmad son of Muhammad Ali Yazdi (Ishgabad), in Shin

My Lord! I beseech Thee by the souls that have hastened
to the field of martyrdom, and by the homes that have been
uprooted in the path of loyalty, and by the blood that hath
been shed in Thy love through steadfast faithfulness, to open
before the face of this servant of Thine the gates of bounty.
Verily, Thou doest what Thou willest, and verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the All-Merciful.
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AB10569

To: Asadullah Shirazi

O thou who art turned unto God! When the candle of guidance
was lit within the glass of contingent being through the grace
of the Blessed Beauty, its radiant lights encompassed all re-
gions and its brilliant rays transformed sight into insight. The
Ancient Power will assuredly prevail over newly-arising might,
and the effulgence of light will prove fatal to the thick darkness
of night and dispel it.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10494

To: Mirza Ghulam-Rida, in Shiraz

O Calligrapher of the horizons! Your ambergris-scattering pen
has never before traced such a pattern, nor has your pen pro-
duced such a wondrous style of such beauty. For this auspicious
pattern is the text of the charter of freedom for the people of
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this age, and this sincere, true, real, essential, and innate servi-
tude is the cause of guidance for all who dwell on earth. And
upon thee be Glory.
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AB10522

To: Mirza Sulayman, in Shiraz

O Sulayman! This is the time of Sulayman (Solomon), the
season of triumph and the moment of joy, for the realm of
divine favors is at its utmost expanse, the grandeur of spiritual
knowledge is at its zenith, and the throne of the love of God
is at its highest elevation.

Through the grace of the Most Glorious Beauty, take thy seat
upon this throne and place the crown of sovereignty upon thy
head. This is true sovereignty, this is kingship, this is greatness.
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AB10639

To: Mother of Mirza Ali Afnan, in Shiraz

O spiritual and goodly leaf! As much as thou art able, hold fast
with utmost strength to the Divine Lote-Tree, that an ancient
relationship and eternal connection and everlasting realization
may be achieved. Take hold of the hem of the Covenant and
beseech the Lord of Light for confirmations, that thou mayest
remain protected from wavering and anxiety.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

u}’ J& dls b Gloy) tak &),
d\,u,m,\swa&m:d\n)w
S nf J.,al, o 322 5 (g
sl b 1AV O 31 0) Gle Olily

Qb Ly Clkol , JJ7 5l L

INBAST7:117a, INBA52:115b, MKT7.221b

158


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v084/?page=256
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=164
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=162
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=119
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=117
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-225.html

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10602

AB10415

To: Muhammad Husayn Pust-Furush, in Shiraz

O servant of God! Raise thy suppliant hands to the threshold ;3 & 2> o5 b s u" fods sl
of the Self-Sufficing Lord and say: O my Lord! We are sinners & s 4 4 f‘)K(f )KU}J’ 6‘;{))@.
- grant us forgiveness and pardon. . We are in need - bestow P oloT e iz oSl 58 ) f&_Ls._ b 3
upon us from the treasury of Thy Kingdom. We are wanderers . . !
- give us shelter beneath the canopy of Thy grace. We are -~ = (.‘U\% u"”' @sle ol ol o
helpless - confer upon us strength and power. Thou art the U5 (.f 35 dla 3y oS ube 5,8

All-Bountiful, Thou art the Generous and the Mighty. INBA8A4:522b, AKHA 134BE 406 pa,
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AB10573

To: Usku’i, Haydar Ali (Son of Karbala’i Hasan of Matanih), in Tabriz

O thou who placest thy trust in God! Strive thou to become *4& ol b U e Al e ﬁﬂ &!
a servant of the Word of Unity and a Wo?shipper f)f the Lord a2 ;) O dala y s f Ao
of Glory. Thou beholdest a world lost in the wilderness of | 12, +:Z5 _sa <2 s Liler
destruction, while thou, with the eye of insight, findest thy- oKys s Sopa (&4 b s éw
self at the threshold of oneness. How then canst thou not be oL ’

thankful? 68 o 2l Qe i oo
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AB10602

To: Hasan Pasha Rushti, in Tiflis

...Convey my longing greetings to Jinab-i-Ghulam-Husayn and = ol , 4blie V:J- Iy G Ol
say: The Lord of the East and the Lord of the West, and the . 5 (Al :.)) PRE AN ;) }fa P
Sun of both horizons, from the Kingdom of the Unseen casts 33 » Iyl 5, b <5k ) pidld]
the rays of light upon the heads of the righteous. At every (:MSJ deds Culis e p2 A s N S
moment the morn of bounty breaks, the breeze of grace wafts, ol 31 ,Lips Mo 5 ) oy
and the call of awareness reaches from the hidden world. Be
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thou glad and rejoicing at this bounty and render thanks unto
God....
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AB10486

To: Abdu’llah Sahihfurush, in Tihran

O faithful and zealous servant of the Blessed Beauty! In truth,
thou art engaged in service with the utmost effort. Therefore,
on such an auspicious day, ‘Abdu’l-Baha hath turned to of-
fer felicitations and congratulations for this blessed Festival,
and hath remembered and mentioned thee, that thou mayest
know to what degree the love of heart and soul is stirred to
excitement. And upon thee be the Glory!
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AB12700

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

O trustee of God! His honor Qabil has sent a letter containing
details. That letter is enclosed with this missive. Please con-
sider it and implement whatever course you deem advisable.
If something can be arranged that will please and satisfy the
friends, that would be better and more agreeable. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB12703

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

Jinab-i-Amin: Amatu’l-Baha Thamarah complains greatly of
straitened means and of a debt of six thousand tumans. She
has written that she sold the house and paid the debts, yet
now a debt of six thousand tumans remains, and they are also

much distressed and sorrowful on account of the son-in-law.

Do thou look into their affairs, and, if possible, bring about
some reconciliation with the son-in-law, and write the details
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AB12706
To: Ali Askar, in Tihran
He is the Self-Subsisting ol o

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! Though the
distance between us is far, yet the connections of our hearts
are strong. I swear by the Essence of Being and the Sovereign
of the unseen and the seen that this heart is in the utmost
eagerness to meet thine and this soul is in the greatest state of
attraction to thy soul. Night and day I remember the friends of
the All-Merciful and am in the utmost joy and delight. Upon
thee be glory.
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AB12708

To: Aqa Habibullah, in Tihran

O thou who art assured by the signs of God! In this Most Great
Resurrection thou hast been gathered beneath the shelter of
the Most Great and Glorious Standard, and hast found repose
beneath the shade of the Tree of Sinai. Thou hast drunk from
the cup of bounty and tasted the honey of the favors of His Ho-
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liness the Most Great Oneness. Therefore, in thanksgiving for i

this supreme gift, remain firm in the Covenant and Testament. '
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AB12709

To: Aga Husayn, in Tihran

He is the One Worshipped 5 gallgn

O thou who speakest in praise of God! Through the grace of
the Self-Subsisting Lord and the Known Mystery, it is hoped
that each one of the friends of God will arise to that which is
befitting and seemly in this day, and be raised up with such
character, conduct and utterance as shall redound to the sacred
glory of the loved ones of God.
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AB10517

To: Asadullah Javid Baha’iyan, in Tihran

O fresh sapling of the garden of the loving-kindness of the
Divine Gardener of Oneness! He hath made thee a plant set by
the hand of bounty, and the Gardener of Power hath nurtured
thee and watered thee from the stream of grace. We beseech
the Most Glorious Beloved that thou mayest appear in this true
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garden in the utmost verdure and freshness. And the Glory be
upon thee.
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AB10501

To: Children of Adib, in Tihran

O two young children! Although you are young in years, you
are superior to and better than elderly people, for you have
been nurtured in the bosom of the love of God and have drunk
from the breast of the knowledge of God. I hope that this
nurturing and this milk will exert their influence, and upon
you both be glory.
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AB10551

To: Fatimih (Family of Nazimul-Hukama), in Tihran

O Fatimah! Do not ask about the beginning of conditions,
but inquire about the end of favors. How many souls became
veiled at the end, and how many souls attained success at the
conclusion. And the best souls are those who attained both
the beginning of favors and the end of bestowals. Verily, they
are among the people of the Covenant.
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AB10358

To: Fatimih Sultan, in Tihran

O maidservant of God! Your services at the Sacred Threshold
have been accepted and your efforts have been well-pleasing.
Praise the kind Lord that He accepted, with utmost grace and
favor, your effort and service at the Threshold of Oneness. God
willing, you shall become the manifestation of divine favors.
And upon you be glory.
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AB10580

To: Ghulam Rida Amin Amin, in Tihran

O thou who art steadfast on the Path! The bright morn hath
given birth to a new day, and all created things are filled with
joy and delight, for it is the dawning-point of the appearance
of lights and the Day of the effulgence of the Kingdom of Mys-
teries. Therefore, be thou glad and jubilant, for on such a day
‘Abdu’l-Baha offereth thee His congratulations.
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AB10645

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O leaf attracted to God! O maidservant of God, Fa’izih! Your
letter was received and its contents were noted. Praise be to
God, healing was obtained for the eye inflammation. May Dr.
Nijatu’'llah Khan receive abundant reward from the favors of
the Glorious Lord. It is hoped that divine confirmation will
become manifest and realized in all his affairs. And upon you
be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10634

To: Hurmuzdyar Haq Pazhuh, in Tihran

O Hormuzdyar! Thou hast entered the divine realm and ar-
rived in the garden of the All-Merciful. Therefore, wander and
roam in this meadow of inner meanings, drink of the spiritual
wine, inhale the divine fragrance, and draw forth the chalice
of true wine until its lights shine upon those horizons.
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AB10592

To: Ihtisham, in Tihran

O thou who art near to the Divine Unity! Praise be to God that
the glance of favor encompasseth thee and the gift is complete.
It is midnight, and all are in their beds of rest asleep, while
I am awake and captivated by the love of the dear friends.
This indication sufficeth, and this glad-tidings ariseth from the
requirements of love. And upon thee be glory!
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AB10411

To: Jalal Dhabih, in Tihran

O servant of God! How blessed are those souls who have per-
fumed their nostrils with the sweet fragrances of the Covenant
and who remained unshaken by the violent winds of violation
and breach of the Covenant. They were so warmed by the heat
of the Sun of the Testament that the frozen sea of the waverers
could not chill them. And upon thee be Glory!
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AB12719

AB10406

To: Muhammad Ali, in Tihran

He is the Beloved One

> O servant of the Ancient Beauty! The lights of divine bestowals
are shining forth from the Kingdom of Abha and the stars of
heavenly gifts are gleaming from the most exalted horizon. The
candle of God’s Cause is lit in every gathering and mention
of the Ancient Beauty is clear and evident in every assembly.
Today the powers of the Kingdom and the means of the world
of matter are all serving the Cause of God. And the Glory be
upon thee.
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AB12719

To: Muhammad Husayin Mirza the Prince Muayyid, in Tihran

O honored Mu’ayyad! Through the aid and care of the Divine
Unity you are successful. “The end belongs to the sincere ones.”

In such an upheaval, in such a turmoil, under the protection
of the Lord of Lords, maintain as much as you can fellowship
with His Excellency Sipah and turn to the Kingdom of the
All-Merciful and find solace in the breeze of the All-Merciful.
Verily thy Lord is powerful and mighty.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory! ‘Abdu’l-Baha
Abbas.
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AB10459

AB10576

To: Muhammad Karim Attar, in Tihran

... Today, when the searing fire of separation from the Beloved
of all horizons has consumed the hearts and souls of His true
lovers, and has uprooted the foundation of physical and spir-
itual life and the very heart and being of the lovers of the
True Beauty, even if floods of tears should flow like the Oxus
and Jaxartes rivers, the burning fire of the heart would not be
lessened, nor would the pain and sorrows and remorse of con-
science be stilled. This is from the severe effects of this Most
Great Calamity....
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AB10459

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that
thou art an accepted servant at the Sacred Threshold of the
Ancient Beauty, and art praised and beloved among the divine
friends.

All speak in praise of thy words and deeds and are well-pleased
with thee. ‘Abdu’l-Baha too is ever supplicating and beseech-
ing at the Threshold of the All-Merciful that thou mayest be
assisted and confirmed in all affairs.
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AB12722

AB10514

To: Nasrullah son of Muhammad Hasan, in Tihran

O thou sweet-smelling plant in the garden of faith and certi-
tude!

Give thanks unto God that thou hast sprouted forth from this
river of bounty and grown in this meadow of grace, and hast
blossomed in this rose garden. From the outpourings of these
clouds of bounty thou hast obtained freshness and beauty.

Know thou the value of this loving-kindness and be mindful of
the honor of this gift, that thou mayest arise in thanksgiving
for it.
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AB10345

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! It is hoped that through the favors of
the Ancient Beauty thou wilt shine like unto a candle among
the maidservants of the All-Merciful, consume the veils of idle
fancies of the whispering women, turn thy gaze away from all
the worlds, and engage in diffusing the sweet fragrances of the
love of God among the leaves.
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AB12722

To: Shaykh Muhsin Naimi Naini (Dabir Muaid), in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Thy letter was received.
Despite severe obstacles, a brief reply is being written solely
out of consideration for the Blessed One. However, writing
individual letters to those numerous respected souls is impossi-
ble and unattainable given the general difficulties. Therefore, I
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AB10361

will suffice with one word. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory!
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AB10413

To: Shir Ali, in Tihran

O thou servant of the One True God! Servitude to the thresh-
old of the One True God is in truth sovereignty over both
worlds. It is indeed eternal glory. Endeavour, then, with all
thy might and enthusiasm to place this diadem over thy head
and embrace this beauteous and beloved attribute, that thou
mayest kindle this luminous candle in the globe of thy heart
and with the fire of the love of God set the whole world afire.
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AB10361

To: Wife of Muhammad Bagir Khalajabadi, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! Although thou wert submerged in the
sea of tests, yet praise be to God, thy garment remained dry
and thy robe unstained by moisture.

Whatever hardships thou didst endure in service to Hadrat-
i-Munshi - this service is for the sake of truth, and this for-
bearance is in the path of the Absolute Beauty. Be thankful
that thou wert enabled to serve one who is accepted at the
Threshold of the All-Glorious.
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AB10742

AB10369

To: Wife of Shukrullah brother of Fadlullah, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God! A hundred thousand ladies of royal
harems yearned for this station but were disappointed and left
bereft, while you attained it purely through grace and favor.
This is naught but sheer bounty bestowed without any deserv-
ing merit. Therefore render thanks unto God and know the
worth of Shukru’llah. And upon you be the Glory.
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To: Zaynu’l-Abidin, in Tihran
O thou servant at the divine threshold! Aoy ae (ol

In this day when the most manifest light emanating from the
sublime horizon of existence hath illumined the contingent
world, make thou a mighty endeavour that thou mayest be-
come the manifestation of God’s evident proofs and exert thou
a mighty effort to become the dawning place of His effulgent
light.

Ere long shall the vain imaginings of men pass away and the
mysteries of the inner realities be revealed.
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AB10742

To: Zibandih Thamari, in Tihran

O thou fresh and verdant leaf! Give thanks unto God for hav-
ing caused thee to bring forth a perfect fruit that speaks in
remembrance of its Creator. O Lord! Make firm her root in
Thy Covenant, strengthen her trunk through Thy grace, rein-
force her tree through Thy sovereignty, and rear her beneath
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AB10475

the shade of the tree of Thy oneness.
Gracious, the Giver, the All-Bountiful.

Verily, Thou art the
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AB10701

To: Roushan Allen, in Washington, DC

O Lord! Make these children excellent plants. Let them grow
and develop in the Garden of Thy Covenant, and bestow fresh-
ness and beauty through the outpourings of the clouds of the
Abha Kingdom.

O Thou kind Lord! T am a little child, exalt me by admitting
me to the Kingdom. I am earthly, make me heavenly; I am of
the world below, let me belong to the Realm above; gloomy,
suffer me to become radiant; material, make me spiritual, and
grant that I may manifest Thine infinite bounties.

Thou art the Powerful, the All-Loving.
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AB10475

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Yazd

O thou who hast sacrificed thy life for the Ancient Beauty!
Thou art sheltered beneath the Most Great Name and art
dwelling in the shade of the Most Glorious Tree - what grief re-
maineth? This divine bounty was the ardent desire of all who
came before, and now thou hast attained unto it. Therefore,
praise thou the Lord of all desire.
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AB10480

AB10607

To: Mihraban Khudadad, in Yazd

O Mihraban! Today the noblest station and the greatest goal is
servitude at the Sacred Threshold. Therefore, come and share
with ‘Abdu’l-Baha in this supreme virtue, that thou mayest
raise the crown of glory above the highest heaven and arise to
serve all the friends. And the Glory be upon thee.

el phiel 5 plae O3 5y 0 Ol
sldle b G Cl e Slil Cynpe
T s S e e O o
== St 5 GLIS 0158 011yl

Se el 5 Gkl OLL

YARP2.512 p.372

AB10401

To: Mulla Abdu’l-Ghani Ardakani, in Yazd

O steadfast and sincere servant of the All-Glorious Beauty! If
you but knew how cherished you are at the threshold of the
Covenant, you would surely spread your wings in utmost joy
and take flight, breaking forth in song and melody, engaging
in intimate communion and supplication, and causing the cry
of “Blessed am I, then blessed am I!” to reach the ears of all
humanity.
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AB10480

To: Surush son of Khudadad, in Yazd

O lamp of God’s love! Render praise unto the Lord that thou
hast been illumined and art become a radiant light to the gath-
ering of sweet-spoken friends. Therefore, be thou a consuming
fire unto Ahriman and a loving guide unto the ignorant. Be
thou a brilliant light unto the darkness and a shining moon
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AB10746

unto the gloomy night, that thou mayest become manifest in
the heaven of the soul.

AB10633

To: Abu’l-Hasan, in Zanjan

Abu’l-Hasan of Zanjan!

O sapling in the garden of the love of God! Blessed art thou
that thou art a fresh branch of the divine nature in the Abha

Paradise, and hast entered into the palace of divine guidance.

Thou hast freed thyself from the defilements of error and sought
the Most Great Purification. Thou hast opened thine eyes and
ears and become a lamp among the assembly. I hope that
day by day thou wilt increase in faith, certitude and spiritual
knowledge.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10746

To: Shaykh Muhyid-Din Al-Kurdi, in Egypt

O my friend and excellent companion! I implore the Lord of all
the worlds to make thee the reviver of religion, the exemplar
for His favoured ones, and the chosen one amongst the sincere,
that thereby thou mayest be a luminous lamp and a shining
star, may become great and like unto a surging sea gush out
copiously and remove the darkness of night.

My Lord, in truth, hath power over all things.
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AB12878

AB10409

To: Zaynu’l Abidin Hamadani, in Eqgypt

O thou servant of the one true God! Do all that thou canst
and strive to the utmost of thy ability to serve the threshold
of God. Sing His praise and endeavour to sacrifice thyself in
the service of His friends. Thus mayest thou attain salvation
beneath the shade of His sheltering Word. For to serve His
friends is to serve Him, and to help His loved ones and sing
their praises is to extol Him and to help His Cause. All this
shall revert unto Him.
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AB12878

To: Madeleine Sacy, in Eqypt

O handmaid of God! Rejoice thou in this bounty, a glorious di-
adem whose sublime jewels will shine resplendently upon the
world’s horizons throughout the succession of ages and cen-
turies, and implore God to place this crown firmly upon thy
head. I beseech God to ordain for thee His goodly gifts, to
protect those who are related to thee, to teach thee that which
is hidden from the eyes of humankind, and to aid thee to serve
His Cause in His vast vineyard.

Greetings be upon thee, and upon thy respected husband, and
upon all who are associated with thee.

ADMS#371
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AB10734

AB10458

To: Unknown, in Iran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The honorable descen-
dant is returning to Iran with the intention of going to America
to complete his studies, and this is contingent upon your con-
currence. He spent pleasant days studying in Beirut, but now
difficulties have arisen. You must surely show him the utmost
kindness. This servant’s health is perfectly well through His
blessed favors.
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AB10734

To: Munirih Khanum, in Palestine

O handmaiden of Baha!

According to reports, your condition remains as before. The
Exalted Leaves are of the opinion that you should proceed to
Egypt. This is left to your own decision. It is hoped that
through the Blessed Beauty’s bounty and favors you will be
completely healed.

Do not send for Sakinih Sultan now. If you decide to go to
Egypt, send for her then. For now, let her remain in ‘Akka.

LTDT.337-338x
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AB10766

AB10735

To: Munirih Khanum, in Palestine

O handmaiden of Baha! All that thou hadst penned down
hath been perused. Thou hast written regarding a trip to Quds
(Jerusalem). Thou hast not the endurance needed for such a
trip, especially through the desert. Therefore, rent thou the
house which thou hast written about and provide the means of
comfort for thyself. For the new house’s rental, I am sending
10 French Liras with Mirza Amin.

LTDT.346

AB10766

To: Unknown, in United States

O servant of God!

Know thou, verily, the Fragrances of the Garden of the
Covenant have perfumed all regions, the Standard of the
Testament is waving upon the castles of glory, and there is no
refuge for those who flee from this strongly fortified Fortress!

Do the people of surmise imagine that there is for them any
other retreat than this Blessed Region from which the Lights
have shone forth, the mysteries have appeared and the signs
are being diffused?

O servants of God! Arise to promote the Word of God, to
promulgate the Covenant of God, and chant the Verses of God
with such power whereby the elements of discord may tremble
in those regions!
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AB10698

To: Mirza Abdu’l-Husayn and Shaykh Muhammad Husayn

O thou who are attracted to the fragrances of God, serve ye NYR#131x

the Cause of God and spread His Word and Covenant among
His creatures. By God, He will aid you and enable the tongues
of all created things to extol His praise. May Baha be with
you and upon all those who are firm and steadfast.

NYR#131x

ABU2956

Words to Mrs Thornburg-Cropper

There are seasons in the revelation from God, as in the natural
year, and just as the Christ manifested the Spirit of God in
the flesh and helped the earth in his time, now the message of
Baha’Ullah is the medicine of which the world has much need.

Baha’Ullah has a larger message on a greater number of sub-
jects than any other, just as this is an age more ready, because
of the great spiritual advance made in the great kingdom of
knowledge, to understand and benefit by his just commands.

SW_ v13#12 p.342

AB12704

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

The distinguished Amin and the family of His Holiness Saman-
dar have, from the beginning of God’s Cause, rendered out-
standing services and have in no way fallen short. Now that
circumstances have brought about difficulties in their affairs,
it is incumbent and obligatory upon us to assist them to the
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extent possible, nay beyond what is possible. Therefore, if fea-
sible, arrange without delay five hundred tumans and deliver it
to Aqa Mirza Abdullah, descendant of His Holiness Samandar.
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AB10584

To: Ahmad Ali Munshi

O thou reformer of the friends! Peace and harmony are among
the requirements of the love of God. Praise be to God that
thou wert confirmed in establishing reconciliation among the
friends and didst bring harmony among the loved ones. And
this is through the grace of thy Lord.

Truly thou camest to unite and thou succeeded. Blessed art
thou, blessed art thou.
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AB10730

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani

O thou mine intimate and my confidant! In Montreal I could
not be more busily occupied. The interactions and discussions
during the day, and the nightly conversations, are extensive.
Of all places, this is the best. There is a great deal to see, a
small glimpse of which may be obtained from the newspapers.
With respect to thyself, do thou carry out what I instructed
thee. There is no opportunity to write more than this. Send
thou the letter of Ahmadov, together with the details of the
events that transpired.

BRL__ATE#026, MAAN#12
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AB10755

AB12707

To: Aqa Aziz

Ancient power and Divine perfection is strictly confined to His
loved ones and this is explicitly stated in the heavenly Books.
In the Qur’an He saith: “Power belongeth to God, His Mes-
senger, and to the believers.” The end of every earthly power
and dominion is abasement and misery. The throne of the king
becometh the pauper’s mat of straw and the conqueror of the
world becometh utterly destitute.
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AB10541

To: Aqa Jafar son of Mulla Ghulam-Husayn

O seeker of the Beauty of the All-Glorious! How blessed are
those souls who are, in this day, intoxicated with the wine of
awareness, and who, at the call of the Spirit, are in a state of
tumult and commotion, having a passion in their head and a
radiant lamp in their heart.

> This is the time to search out the traces of divine bestowal and

the day of servitude before His Most Holy Court. Seek thou
servitude, that thou mayest become noble.
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AB10755

To: Aqa Mirza Ahmad

O thou who art attracted by the fragrances wafting from the
divine gardens!

By thy life! The lions of truth have roared in the thickets of
God’s bounty, the rain clouds of grace have poured down from
the heavens of God’s mercy, the birds of holiness have warbled
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in the gardens of God’s loving-kindness, and the suns of gen-
erosity have shone forth from the horizon of God’s outpourings.
Where are they that hear? Where are they that drink? Where
are they that see?
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AB12710

To: Aqa Najaf Ali

O intimate companion of ‘Abdu’l-Baha! For some time thou
wert in this Most Great Prison and in Haifa, engaged in serving
the friends and accustomed to servitude at the Sacred Thresh-
old. Praise be to God that thou wert confirmed in this ser-
vice and assisted in this distinction. Now too, escort Jinab-
i-Mahmud to his intended destination and familiar homeland,
and consider this also a service. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB10440

To: Bahram Khusraw Ruzbih

O Bahram of blessed portion! Think not that thou hast been
forgotten, for thou art a devoted servant of the Blessed Beauty,
wise and sagacious, with clear and evident proof.

For when the Sun of the heaven of truth shone forth, the leaders
of religion who counted themselves as chiefs among the wise
were deprived and bereft, but thou didst become privy to the
mystery and wert numbered among those who yearn.
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AB10665

To: Bahram Mihraban

O Divine One! Bahram-i-Mihrban seeketh forgiveness for his
mother, pursueth pardon, asketh remission of sins, and im-
plores spiritual awareness. O Lord! Cover the sins, grant for-
giveness, be the Concealer, be the Pardoner, and make her pure
and sanctified from every sin. Thou art the Forgiver of sins and
the Resplendent One from the dawning-place of pardon.
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AB10644

To: Bibi Sakinih wife of Siyyid Yusuf

O assured leaf! The fragrances of the Most Glorious Paradise
are wafting and passing by, and the breezes from the Holy Gar-
den, the circling-place of the Concourse on High, bestow life
upon hearts and confer eternal existence upon souls. Therefore,
think upon how you may attain unto this everlasting life.
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AB10650

To: Bidiyyih Lami

O handmaid of God, Badi’ih, upon her be the Glory of God!

O assured leaf! Today, praiseworthy mention consists in firm-
ness and steadfastness, and the greatest of all attributes and
qualities. In every season there is a fundamental principle that
is desired and beloved. In this season and time, steadfastness
in the Religion of God and firmness in the Covenant of God
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are the greatest of rewards, for through this mighty and im-
pregnable fortress one remains protected.

AB10400

To: Bihmard Bahram

O servant of the Ancient Beauty, be happy and with utmost
joy and delight occupy yourself with the remembrance of God.
Be a noble and wise man of valor. Be a champion in the divine
arena and gallop in the field of the universe until you see the
highest heaven beneath your feet and the celestial sphere in
the curve of your polo stick. And upon you be greetings and
praise.
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AB10726

To: Dhikr Ali Milani

O thou enraptured one! The morn is full of prosperity and the
sun sheddeth its light throughout the whole world. The birds
and the beasts in the mountains are mutually uttering their
praises. Plains and prairies have become gardens of flowers.
The sweet fragrances perfume the nostrils and the lights of the
Kingdom illumine the hearts.

2 In this leaping and dancing, this Servant of Baha maketh men-
tion of the beloved friends and hath fellowship with them.
Glory be upon thee.
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AB10554

To: Firuzih Khusraw

O handmaiden of God! The turquoise emerges from the mine
of stone, and because it possesses delicacy and color, it finds its
place in the crown of monarchs. But the true victory belongs
to the soul that seeks the night-illumining light, burns away the
veil of estrangement, and opens its eyes to behold the peerless
Beloved. Such victory comes from the mine of God and is the
cause of the illumination of the world.
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AB10565

To: Gawhar Khanum

O Gawhar of the mine of the love of God!

Every gem has its mine and every pearl its ocean shell. The
servants and handmaidens of God, who are the jewels of ex-
istence and the quintessences and pristine substances of the
unseen and visible realms - their realities are in truth the radi-
ant gem of the mine of the love of God, and their essences are
the gleaming pearl of the ocean of the knowledge of God.

Therefore, strive to be a radiant gem, and the Glory be upon
thee.
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AB10563

To: Gawhar Mihrab

O Gawhar! Become a jewel, that is to say, become the essence
of the love of God and the spirit of the knowledge of God. If
you become thus, you will be penetrating and successful, and
you will attain all perfections. If you heed this counsel and
become free from every bond, you will gain awareness as it
truly is of the divine mysteries. May your soul be happy!
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AB10705

To: Ghulam Ali Davachi

O Aga Ghulam-‘Ali, upon thee be the glory of God, His praise,
and the greetings of the denizens of the most glorious Kingdom!

In truth, in service to the Cause of God thou art the second of
two who attained the presence of their Lord. Thou hast kept
alight the lamp of the late Haji Mirza ‘Abdu’llah.

3 For some time writing was not possible, but now I have re-
sumed writing a little. Please deliver the enclosed letters. Con-
vey to all the friends wondrous and most glorious greetings.
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AB10748

To: Ghulam-Rida Arsanjani

O Lord of the highest heavens! Verily Thy servant who is
afflicted in Thy path, Ghulam-Rida, seeketh divine good-
pleasure morn and eve, and ceaseth not to remember the loved
ones at eventide and at dawn. O Lord! Make firm his feet in
Thy Cause, make him steadfast in Thy love, and grant him

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G el Sl O ) el O L

5 bl 3T Ll Lo S
B, Lee TN S35 Y L
&W\}J/\&@ﬁuu)

184


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-325.html
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=546
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/630.pdf#page=83

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10338

an exalted seat of truth. And upon him be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB10564

To: Gohar Mehraban Ushturi

O Gawhar! Be brilliant and radiant. Radiance comes from the
rays of the Sun of divine love. When that light shines upon
any stone, it becomes a ruby of Badakhshan and a luminous
gem. Therefore, as much as thou canst, increase in the love of
God so that thou mayest become brilliant and radiant. May
thy soul be happy!
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AB10338

To: Habibullah Muallim

O educator in the school of divine knowledge! Strive thou
to become a pupil in the school of God, that is to say, receive
instruction in the mysteries of divine wisdom from the heavenly
Teacher, and acquire the sciences of spiritual knowledge from
the true Instructor.

Endeavor to educate children, that thou mayest witness heav-
enly inspiration, and make a mighty effort in the progress of
the young plants, that thou mayest receive heavenly confirma-
tions.
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AB12008

To: Haji Mihdi Nams

O servant of God! Give thanks to the Almighty that thou hast
inhaled the sweet fragrance of the gardens of the Abha King-
dom, obtaining new life thereby, and that thou hast beheld the
radiance of the celestial realm with thine inner sight-that thou
hast taken hold of the cup that brimmeth with mysteries, and
moved that assemblage to rapture and ecstasy as thou thyself
dancest with joy. Drink thou, drink with healthy relish! Glory
rest on thee.
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AB12715

To: Hasan Bazzaz Tihrani

O Lord Who art free from all needs! Make this servant at
Thy threshold, Jinab-i-Bazzaz, a confidant of mysteries, open
wide before him the gates of recognition, and make his name to
endure forever in the Kingdom of existence. Grant him means
and bestow upon him wealth, grant him true riches from Thy
celestial treasury and spiritual independence.
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AB10484

To: Husayn et al.

O Husayn-i-Ilahi! This sweet name and sugared appellation,
when it flows from the pen and tongue of the sincere ones,
bestows life. As the poet says:

“Whence comes this minstrel who utters the Friend’s name,
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That I may sacrifice my soul and garment for the Friend’s
message?”

In any case, I became joyous from thy name. Thou too must
become stirred and delighted by the mention of the Ancient
Beauty.
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AB10388

To: Ibadullah

O divine servant! The Beauty of the Most Glorious has guided
and directed the world to righteousness and prosperity, so that
the root of corruption may be severed and universal tranquility
may be attained. May this dusty earth become a luminous
realm and this world of dust take on the form of the celestial
spheres - that is, may it be illumined by a radiant star and a
heavenly host.
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AB11798

To: Ibn-i-Abhar

O honored Hand of the Cause, if you knew what tumult is
occurring, you would surely excuse me. I swear by the life of
the friends that I do not have even a moment’s respite. Despite
this, I am writing this brief note in the middle of the night, and
due to the intensity of the cold my fingers will not move, but
I am writing by force. Soon there will be a return to the Holy
Land and what was missed will be made up for. Give greetings
to all.
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AB12721

To: Ishaq Khan Baha’i Muttahidih

O servant of the Supreme Lord! Your letter was received and
its contents brought joy and gladness, indicating your strong
steadfastness and firmness. His honor Aqa Yusuf spent several
days blessed with presence and in retreat at the Holy Thresh-
old. Now he has been given permission to return, that he may
go back to those regions and become the cause of glad tidings
to hearts.
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AB10476

To: Jamshid Hurmuzdiyar

O Jamshid! Jamshid had a way of truthfulness, wisdom, good
nature and kindliness, and in reward for this supreme virtue
he attained a renowned name and left an eternal remembrance.
Therefore, observe how the throne of sovereignty bore no fruit,
while this way and conduct left such an effect. And upon thee
be greetings and praise.
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AB10693

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O gentle branch of the divine Tree! The mail is in transit, and
Aqa Siyyid Taqi is in haste. There is no time for details. Send
the enclosed letter quickly and dispatch it through a trustwor-
thy person to be delivered. The letter should be secured, for it
is an important letter. Care must be taken lest it fail to arrive.
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Convey the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to Mirza
Habib. ‘Abbas.
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AB10695

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O ye two branches grown from the Divine Lote Tree! Your

letter was received and its contents were noted and understood.

You had asked permission to attain the presence at the Holy
Threshold. Permission is granted. However, since there will
be crowds during the Ridvan Festival, it may perhaps cause
you some hardship. If you can bear the hardship, very well;
otherwise, come after Ridvan. And the glory be upon you and
upon every one who is firm and steadfast in the Covenant.
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AB10715

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O Lord! Cause the breast of this afnan to be dilated through all
conditions by the breathings of Thy holiness, O Ever-Living,
O Self-Subsisting! Illumine his countenance with a brilliant,
radiant beam from the effulgence of Thy Most Great Luminary,
and quicken his heart with a breeze wafted from the gardens
of Thy sanctity, O my Most Bountiful Lord!

Make him steadfast in Thy Covenant with such firmness that
no tempests shall shake him in this conspicuous Day, O my
Adored Lord! Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved.
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AB10373

AB10743

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O fresh and tender Branch! If you wish to ascend to the
Supreme Concourse and grow and develop with towering
growth, hold fast to the cord stretched between earth and
heaven, and become verdant with the leaves of the remem-
brance of your Lord, that you may blossom forth with flowers
whose fragrance shall waft to the East and to the West of the
earth and quicken the hearts of those who have been drawn
by the sweet savors of God and who have rejoiced at the
glad-tidings of God and whose faces have been illumined by
the lights of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
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AB10649

To: Kawkab Sultan wife of Muhammad Javad

O assured leaf! Seek infinite bounties every morning, and beg
for the lights of divine confirmation every evening, that thy
heart’s dwelling may ever be the envy of the highest heaven,
and the sanctuary of thy heart may become the niche for the
lamp of the All-Merciful. And this bounty is specially reserved
for the handmaids who are firm in the Covenant.
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AB10373

To: Khadijih Naddaf

O maidservant who supplicates and is humbled before the
Abha Beauty!

A hundred thousand noble women, tribal matriarchs and dis-
tinguished ladies yearned to attain but a drop from the Most
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AB10488

Great Ocean and to reach but a flame from the divine manifes-
tation of the Ancient Beauty at Mount Paran. Yet thou hast
arrived at the shore of the sea of bounty and hast witnessed
the successive manifestations from the Sinai of Revelation.

e I 016 31 Gaatt 5 2,3 56 N
g Sl Jelo s 5 5 oy o
oseh B 5l el SUZ 5 g o))y

©osk odalin

MKT5.007a, QUM.099

AB10354

To: Khanum Gawhar daughter of Mirza Ahmad Yazdi

O handmaiden of God! Place thy hope in the ancient bounty
of thy gracious Lord, for on this momentous Day, the outpour-
ings of forgiveness from the Abha Kingdom are descending like
torrential rain. Thy father is forgiven, and thou art accepted
at the threshold of the loving Lord. What more couldst thou
desire?
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AB10488

To: Khudabakhsh

O Khodabakhsh! The first bestowal of the All-Knowing God
is heavenly wisdom and understanding, divine intelligence and
knowledge. And the sign of this bounty is in the deeds, be-
havior and words of our ancestors, and in the seeing eye, the
hearing ear, and the speaking tongue. Therefore, if by this ra-
diance you have an illumined face, become a testament to this
sign and by this bestowal become a light of heaven.
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AB10348

AB10492

To: Louise D Wright

O Thou kind Lord!

> Bestow heavenly confirmation upon this daughter of the King-
dom and graciously aid her that she may remain firm and stead-
fast in Thy Cause and that she may, even as a nightingale
of the rose-garden of mysteries, warble melodies in the Abha
Kingdom in most wondrous tones, thereby bringing happiness
to everyone. Make her exalted among the daughters of the
Kingdom and enable her to attain life eternal.

Thou art the Bestower, the All-Loving.
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AB10348

To: Malikih daughter of Sabbagh

O handmaiden of God! Although outwardly thou hast not
been present at this Threshold, yet I hope that through the
bounty and favor of the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting One,
thou mayest be counted among those who have attained and
numbered among the pilgrims. How many deeds not performed
were accepted, and how many deeds carried out were not ac-
cepted. He singles out for His mercy whomsoever He willeth.
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AB10530

AB10333

To: Mashhadi Ali Milani (Ishqabad)

O my companion! Since the day when the Ancient Ocean be-
gan its Most Great outpouring and ceaseless surging, the waves
of divine bounties have stormed the shores of existence from ev-
ery direction, scattering the pearls of realities and traces, and
the wonders of knowledge and mysteries. The people of insight
and understanding spread wide their skirts and are blessed
with these lustrous pearls.
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To: Mashhadi Shaban
I O Sha’ban! May all the months, even Ramadan and Muhar- r:,;-, Olas, L;:,- laols == (,.l;” Olad (4l
ram, be sacrificed for thee! sb g el

2 It is said that Sha’ban is the month in which sustenance is
apportioned. I hope that thou mayest become the cause of
the distribution of spiritual sustenance and mayest dispense
the heavenly food. That bounty is guidance, and that food is
mercy, which is the cause of everlasting life and conduceth to
the attainment of the spirit of delight.

3 Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10353

AB10423

To: Mavandad Firaydun

O servant of God! Give thanks to the All-Knowing Lord that
thou hast found the path of truth, and hast been illumined by
the rays of the Sun of the supreme realm, and art enamored of
that Loving Friend, and art intoxicated with the wine of the
love of God. My hope is that thou mayest become, moment

by moment, more hopeful and discover the hidden mystery of
the Lord God.

And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB10353

To: May Mazwell

O handmaiden of God, Mrs. Maxwell, upon her be the Glory
of God!

O handmaiden of God! In the days when thou wert in the East,
thou wert a flame of the fire of the love of God. Now, assuredly,
thou art even more aglow and illumined. Glad tidings must
arrive from thee continually, so that they may be a cause of
rejoicing of the friends and the maidservants of God in the
Fast.

Convey greetings to thy beloved husband.

MAX.264b
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AB10391

AB10608

To: Mihraban Khusraw (Poona)

O Mihraban! How lovely is this name - it is the comfort of
the soul, the tranquility of conscience, the mercy of the Lord,
the gift of the Creator. Its utterance is sweet and its meaning
is sugary. This attribute is the best of attributes and this
quality is a gift from the Lord of Signs. I hope that you will act
according to its requirements and arise to fulfill its obligations.
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AB10392

To: Mirza Ali servant of Khadijih Bagum

O servant at the Divine Threshold! Through the grace of the
Peerless Lord, you are a guardian at two thresholds, and both
are acceptable before the Court of Unity. However, at one you
are a true guardian and at the other a metaphorical one.

I beseech God that He may transform your metaphorical ser-
vice into reality, and this is not difficult for your Lord to grant.
Implore God to bestow confirmation in the Covenant and Tes-
tament.
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AB10391

To: Mirza Lutfullah Khayyat

O servant of the one true God! Be thou like the grace of
God and become the cause of tranquility in the world. Be
thou loving, good natured and fragrant in thy fellowship. Be
radiant, cheerful and full of sympathy towards the peoples of
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AB10582

the earth that thou thyself may attain the infinite bestowals of
God and mayest become an ornament in the world of creation.
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AB12717

To: Mother of Muhammad Hasan son of Mulla Abdu’l-Husayn

O handmaid of God! Soon will the faces of the handmaids of
God shine like unto bright candles in the Abha Kingdom, and
their hearts will become like flower gardens and rose-beds, as
in the spring season. God willing, thou wilt illumine thy soul
with the light of steadfastness and firmness, and wilt take the
place of that holy, luminous leaf, the mother of Mirza Ashraf.
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To: Muhammad Ali son of Haydar
O thou who art ignited with the fire of the love of God! aae Ll Jete )

Every comfort will be changed to suffering, every comfort will
be transformed to discomfort and every honor will be changed
to dishonor. The crown which is luminous with gems will be
changed to a coronet of dust and the canopy on the beds which
are cossetted with feathers and silk will be changed to dark
earth - except the honor of the All-Merciful One and the com-
forts which are based on the spirit, these are eternal and ever-
lasting. Thus thou shouldst seek those things.
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AB10619

AB10428

To: Muhammad Sadiq (Ishqabad)

O servant at the threshold of the Most Glorious Beauty!

> When the lights of the Greater Guidance shone forth from
the highest horizon, they cast their rays and radiance in all
directions in the heights of heaven. Those endowed with in-
sight had their eyes illumined, while the bat of darkness re-
mained dwelling in the ash-heap. Those possessing spiritual
sense were gladdened by the holy fragrances, while those with
stuffed noses were deprived.
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AB10619

To: Muhammad Sadiq Nazir

O thou who speakest His praise! Like a knight in the arena
of guidance, gallop forth in this vast expanse of the journey
and path toward God, and make thy progress and movement
in this wide highway of the knowledge of God.

Adorn thyself with the characteristics of the spiritual ones and
acquire the attributes of the cherubim, that the light of reality
and the rays of divine knowledge may become manifest from
thy countenance and the signs of bounty may shine forth.
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AB10448

AB10394

To: Mulla Qasim Kinarihi

O servant of the Sacred Threshold! In your letter you expressed
your desire to serve the divine friends. For this reason, I am
writing the reply to your letter in my own hand with the ut-
most haste and speed, for this desire represents the ultimate
aspiration of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. My hope is that we may both
become successful in attaining this bounty.
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AB10632

To: Nushiravan Kayqubad

O Nushiravan! Nushiravan the Just became world-renowned
through justice and equity, but thou must be munificent and
become known and celebrated through generosity, for munifi-
cence is superior to justice. Justice is to give to every rightful
one his due, but munificence is grace and bestowal. Verily, this
is greater than that.

> And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10448

To: Parichihrih Khusraw

O Pari-Chihr! Illumine thy countenance with the light of guid-
ance, so that thy face may gain angelic radiance and thy soul
may attain divine spirituality. When thy visage is thus bright-
ened by this light, it will illumine the world and transform the
furnace into a rose garden. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

b U e ol e s s )
O R 7 JU IR
Ll 23930 o5 b oy O b Olax

&ch,\:bjeumK\JfKJchwu

;.L.J\} Mp“
YARP2.361 p.288
198


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v087/?page=210
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v052/?page=212
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-438.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-294.html

V]

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10370

AB10648

To: wife of Aga Ghulam-"Ali

O leaf who is assured! Turn to the Kingdom of Abha and take
hold of the Sure Handle. Fix thy gaze upon the Most Exalted
Horizon and place thy trust in the Lord of the first and the
last, that thou mayest partake of the fruits of the Garden of

Refuge and enter into the midst of the Most Exalted Paradise.

And the glory be upon thee and upon everyone who is steadfast
in the Covenant.
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AB10474

To: Sarvar

O pure soul! The priests are asleep while thou art awake, and
the ascetics are in the depths of heedlessness while thou art
vigilant. The claimants of love are indolent and vain, while
thou art intoxicated with the wine of love. O light of the
horizons! Give thanks that the Sun of Truth hath bestowed
such a bounty upon thee. And upon thee be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB10370

To: Shams-i-Jahan Attar

O handmaid of God! Although thou appearest in the women’s
garb and have a veil on thy head, the embellishment of
divine recognition appearest more splendid on the figure of
women and its adorning beauty is far greater, especially on
the handmaidens who would roar in the field of knowledge
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10537

like formidable lions and would soar like unto eagles of the
Kingdom. And upon thee be glory.
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AB10538

To: Shirin

O Shirin! The sweetness of honey and sugar increases bile and
causes illness, but the sweetness of the Divine Beauty bestows
spirit and leads to triumph. Therefore, true sweetness lies in
the chambers of paradise, and the sweetness and beauty of the
All-Merciful is found in the countenances of fellowship. And
upon thee be glory.
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AB10537

To: Shirin Khudadad

O Shirin! The wine of the love of God is colorful and the honey
of the knowledge of God is sweet. The sweetness of the human
world lies in divine love, and the deliciousness of human fruit
lies in the sugar of gratitude for heavenly favors.

If you seek sweetness, this is it; if you seek delight, this is it.

Seek this, that you may enter beneath the protection of Truth
and attain awakening.

May your soul be happy!
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AB10531

AB10539

To: Shirin Khudadad

O Shirin! Be thou sweet as honey and sugar, for thou hast re-
ceived a cup from the sugary bounty of the Manifest Light. As
much as thou canst, be full of sweetness and remedy the bitter-
ness of ill-tempered ones. Become adorned with the ornament
of chastity and purity of the good ones, and be characterized by
those perfections which are the adornment of the world and the
glory of humankind. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10531

To: Shuaullah Alai

O flame of the love of God!

The ray must shed light and the sun must rise; the full moon
must shine and the star must gleam. Since thou art a ray,
beseech thou the Lord to enable thee to give illumination and
enlightenment, to brighten the horizons and to consume the
world with the fire of the love of God.

I hope that thou mayest attain such a station, nay, surpass it.
Upon thee be His glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10355

AB10505

To: Sister of Inayatullah

O my Lord! This is a handmaiden who hath believed in the
Manifestation of Thy Self, who hath detached herself from all
else save Thee, and who hath turned toward the countenance
of Thy mercy, beseeching Thy protection in the shelter of Thy
bounty and Thy safeguarding.

O my Lord! Guard her with the eye of Thy care and behold
her with the glance of Thy merciful Presence. Verily, Thou
art the Protector, the Guardian, the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.
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AB10355

To: Sister of wife of Rajab Ali Khayyat

O handmaiden of God! Seek to grasp firmly the Most Great

Handle and cling to the mighty cord of the All-Glorious Lord.

That firm Handle and sure Cord is the Divine Covenant and
Testament of the All-Merciful. Hold fast to it with heart and
soul until you attain to the station of attraction and find your
way to the holy court of the Lord of Lords.

And the Glory be upon you.
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AB10341

AB10518

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

...Concerning the point of adoration about which you wrote,
by the decisive text of God, the point of adoration of the
Concourse on High and the Sacred Threshold of the Divine
Grandeur - may my spirit, my being, and my essence be a
sacrifice for its dust - is established, and to turn to any place
other than that Holy Threshold is not permitted. Beware, be-
ware lest thou turn unto any other! And the point of adoration
for this servant is that sanctified and holy Station. By My life!
Verily it is My Most Remote Sanctuary, My Ultimate Paradise,
My Loftiest Garden, and My Most Exalted Goal.
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AB10341

To: Son of Haji Asadullah

O lion of the thicket of love! Make thy dwelling in the jungle of
divine knowledge, and establish thy habitation in the grove of
certitude. Hunt the prey of the plain and mountain of the love
of the Lord, and pursue the gazelles in the wilderness of the
oneness of the Creator. Raise a roar in the vault of heaven, and
let thy cry resound through this thicket of divine knowledge of
the Peerless Beauty. And upon thee be glory!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10503

AB10754

To: Aqa Mirza Karim Avarzamani et al.

...0 ye friends of God! Could ye but know in what a strait
‘Abdu’l-Baha is placed, what toil, what hardship, and what
persecution encompass Him, ye would assuredly content your-
selves with a single word. I have no opportunity whatever; not
for a single minute have I any rest. Papers pour down like rain,
and ere one bundle hath been opened another arriveth. Hold
me therefore excused; otherwise I would have written to each
one of you a full and ample letter, and would have sent forth a
scroll every day. Yet what can be done, when not a minute of
leisure remaineth, and the constitution is exceedingly infirm?

2 Now that the condition hath improved, I cherish the hope,
through the manifest bounty of the Blessed Beauty, that the
loved ones may attain unto such a station that each one of
them shall become a perspicuous Book and a Tablet of the
Concourse on High. Upon thee be greeting and praise....
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AB10503

To: Two Wives of Siyyid Asadullah Bagiruf

Thanks be to God that ye have drawn from the Most Great Sea
and have partaken of the favors of the Ancient Beauty. Ye have
entered beneath the shade of the Word of Unity, have drunk
from the Spring of Paradise, and have derived illumination
from the lights of the Most Great Guidance. And upon you be
the Glory!
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AB12725

AB10611

To: Ustad Ali

O thou who art assured by the verses of God! Be thou active
in the path of God and aim for the highest heaven. Turn
thy face toward the Most Glorious Horizon and seek assistance
from the Supreme Kingdom. Be thou quickened by the holy
fragrances and made fresh and verdant through the attractions
of the spirit. Arise with firmness in the Cause of God and be
steadfast and deeply rooted in the Covenant and Testament.
And upon thee be glory.
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AB12725

To: Ustad Muhammad Hasan

O thou who art firm in the Covenant!

Thy mention was made in the gathering of the divine friends
and was recorded in the writings of the servants of the All-
Merciful. I was pleased to remember thee and to make mention
of thee with the pen. When we became engaged in remember-
ing the true friends, the heart was expanded and the spirit
found rest. What a connection this is!
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AB10621

AB10340

To: Ustad Muhammad Qumi

O master, seek divine assistance and desire freedom in both
worlds. Make the heart an outstanding mirror so that the rays
of the Self-Sufficient One may shine forth therein, and the call
of the Most Glorious Kingdom may reach your ears, and the
glad-tidings of the Concourse on High may arrive successively,
and the Beloved One of the Most Great Gift may lift the veil
and adorn the gathering of heart and soul.
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AB10621

To: Ustad Rida

O thou who speakest in remembrance of the Beloved of all bl Gy ST bl !

horizons!

The Most Great Bounty and the Most Ancient Grace which
hath dawned from the Dayspring of the favors of the An-
cient Beauty hath awakened holy souls and Temples of Unity
from the graves of their capacities, and roused them from the
couches of their potentialities and the slumber of stillness. Now
is the time for movement and wayfaring, for striving and fervor,
that the fruit of wakefulness and consciousness may appear.
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AB10721

AB10349

To: Wife of Ali Murad (Qazvin)

O handmaiden of God! The favors of the Ancient Beauty and
the Manifest Light and the Mercy to all the worlds - may my
spirit be a sacrifice for the dust of His footsteps - are like a vast
ocean and a mighty sea. Its waves reach the highest zenith, its
outpouring extends to the Supreme Concourse, its fishes are
the greatest gift, its shells are filled with the pearls of bounty,
its taste is sweet like the waters of the Euphrates, and its drink
is...
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AB10371

To: Wife of Bassar

O handmaid of God! Every morn and eve, engage in prayer
to the Lord of Verses, and open your tongue in thanksgiving
that you have found your way to this gathering and partaken
of this joy and delight. You have drunk from the cup of the
love of God and drawn from the ocean of divine knowledge.
And upon you be the Glory!
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AB10721

To: wife of Inayatullah Diya

My Lord and my Hope! Verily, this maidservant of Thine is op-
pressed and patient in tribulation, supplicating to Thy Most
Glorious Kingdom, bearing every hardship and trial in Thy
path since the tenderness of her youth, out of love for Thy
Most Exalted Beauty and passionate devotion to Thy Lumi-
nous Countenance.
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AB10706

O Lord! Thou hast blessed her and her spouse with a child at
this time. O Lord! Make him blessed and auspicious for his
family and name him ‘Ali Jamil in Thy Kingdom.
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AB10594

To: Yuhanna Dawud

O heavenly one! Several letters are enclosed, one of which
belongs to Lord [Lamington]. Please deliver it. As for the
Stuttgart letters, translate them quickly into English and send
them to their owners. Stuttgart has a very promising future.
You must certainly give it great importance, and from time to
time send a report about conditions in England, that is, the
heavenly conditions there.
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AB10706

To: Yuhanna Dawud

According to what has been heard, O Mirza Davud, there has
been a [bright] celebration. This is blessed and auspicious.
Convey loving greetings to all.

Letters were written to the handmaidens of the Merciful in
London and Stuttgart. Translate them soon and deliver them,
for they await replies.

Service to the Cause of God is among the greatest divine gifts.

Praise be to God that you are confirmed in this.

And upon you be glory.
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AB10318

AB10425

To: Ali Quli Khan

O servant of the Divine Threshold! Blessed is the hour when
the spirit of the heart, having been delivered from the defile-
ment of this world of water and clay, turns toward the invisible
realm and beholds such a holy manifestation from the Kingdom
of sanctification that it becomes bewildered at witnessing the
attributes of the All-Merciful. And glory be upon the people
of Glory.
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AB10560

To: Mirza Ali, son of Adib

O flower of the garden of faithfulness! How beautifully thou
hast blossomed in this divine meadow, and what a sweet fra-
grance thou hast diffused in this celestial garden!

> Thou hast grown by the stream of knowledge and certitude,
and like a graceful cypress tree thou hast walked in the meadow
of the All-Merciful.

This is the bounty of God and the gift of the All-Glorious.
Therefore, render thanks unto God for this.
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AB10318

After the ascension of His Holiness Sadr al-Sudur to the
Supreme Companion, such grief has encompassed me that it
cannot be expressed in words. Yet wisdom required that this
most great calamity should come to pass, and its impact is
severe.

After the ascension of the Blessed Beauty - may my spirit be a
sacrifice for His loved ones - ‘Abdu’l-Baha was never so affected
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10346

by any calamity. We have no recourse but to submit to God’s
decree and to show patience and resignation in the face of this
most great calamity.
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AB10319

Fear not if this Branch be severed from this material world and
cast aside its leaves; nay, the leaves thereof shall flourish, for
this Branch will grow after it is cut off from this world below,
it shall reach the loftiest pinnacles of glory, and it shall bear
such fruits as will perfume the world with their fragrance.
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AB10346

O handmaiden of God! Through the grace of that Ever-Living,
All-Glorious One, there are a hundred thousand hopes that
the handmaidens of the All-Merciful may each become, in the
gathering of certitude, a brilliant star and a radiant lamp.

You who are intoxicated with the wine of divine knowledge,
seek the rapture of God’s Covenant, that you may tell of the
trust of the Primordial Day of “Am I not your Lord?”, and
be delivered from the fetters of the doubts of the people of
allusions.
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AB10372

AB10357

O handmaid of God! Praise thou the Ancient Beauty, that
thou hast entered beneath the shade of the Divine Lote-Tree
and hast grown from the Tree of Blessedness. Thou wert a
verdant and flourishing leaf, and through a dewdrop from the
cloud of grace thou didst attain delicacy and freshness. Today
thou art drawing sustenance from the ocean of mercy and art
illumined by the fire kindled in the Tree of divine bestowal.
The hope is that through the Most Glorious Lord thou wilt
become even better than this.
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AB10366

O handmaid of God! Give thanks to the Most Holy One that
thou hast found thy way to these gardens of the All-Merciful
and drunk from these fountains of the Most Compassionate
and entered this rose-garden and gathered the flowers of divine
knowledge therefrom. Thou hast been singled out for such a
bounty that if thou didst but know it, thou wouldst soar aloft
with supreme joy and attain the eternal abode.

> And upon thee be glory.

A 8 el O e oS K8 i
o Pl U OV s gaag Olses 2L
O @3S Jels Okl ol s s ks
o Gl ey Obp 3l Ok
3 S o b O Gl 18 cas§

o & Jre

Q@&Lﬁ”)'

MKT7.057b

AB10372

O handmaiden of God, faithful and visiting leaf! The utmost
praise is due for your steadfastness and firmness. Well is it with
you! A hundred thousand praises upon your steadfastness and
firmness, for today is a day of great test and manifest trial,
and steadfastness and firmness are among the characteristics
of souls who have attained to the new and universal bestowals.
Blessed art thou! Again, blessed art thou!
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AB10414

AB10375

O Sign of the Kingdom!

A ray from the manifestation of the Ever-Living, the All-
Powerful, struck the sun and it became world-illumining. It
struck the ethereal star and it became a luminous moon. It
struck the black stone and it became a brilliant diamond and
[a gleaming ruby].

Consider then: when He made His grace and bounty manifest
in the heart of stone and dust, what will He reveal in the world
of heart and soul!

And the glory be upon thee.
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AB10384

O servant of God! We had no choice but to comply with and
execute Master Rida’s command like a divine decree. He per-
sistently insisted for several hours saying “Write and give me
writing.” Finally, after relating his yearning and conveying his
greetings, he prompted this letter. May my Lord make you
prosperous, long-lived, joyful and honored. May He make your
soul an intimate companion of the Beloved and your conscience
a companion of the essence of divine knowledge.
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AB10414

O thou servant of the One True God! Raise thy hands in
gratefulness to the Threshold of the Peerless Lord and say:

O my Beloved Baha! May my life be a sacrifice to Thee! O
Thou Fair Object of my longing, O my Comforting Compan-
ion! Grant Thy bounty that I may be admitted to Thy Abha
Kingdom with a radiant face and a conscience like unto the
flourishing and verdant meadow, and that I may strive in the
service of Thy Cause and may lay down my life in Thy Path
and become as dust beneath the feet of Thy loved ones.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sylas oy 4 1K s G ot (o
K o

) @b A @) el 4 gl Ol e
Sl oS s 8 L e mads L
oy o 3 1K O Gl s 3y 55
oy s Ol (3; Ol Cads 5o 5 el
r;f;ﬁ;\o‘)gfl&j("ué\

212

1


https://afnanlibrary.org/akhbar-i-amri/
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1038.pdf#page=4
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1038.pdf#page=4
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=155
https://bahai-library.com/abdul-baha_alvah_munajat-hayeh_turki

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10430

Verily, Thou art the Benevolent, the Merciful.
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AB10418

O servant of the Truth! When the light of the Absolute cast a
ray upon the world of contingent beings, it illumined the hu-
man world. The court of hearts became bright, souls received
the Most Great Glad-Tidings. Praise God that thy heart and
soul were quickened and refreshed by the life-giving breeze.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10421

O true servant of the Ancient Beauty! His honor the Shaykh
is most pleased with you, for you show the utmost effort in
service to the Cause and the loved ones of God. Today, the joy
of the world belongs to the one who arises to serve the friends
of God and stands firm in servitude at His Holy Threshold.
And the servitude of God is servitude to His servants.
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AB10430

O servant at the Threshold of Baha! You must spread the
divine fragrances in such a way that you have no time for
sighing and lamenting. Observe how ‘Abdu’l-Baha is, night
and day, occupied, eager and immersed in exalting the Word
of God. This is the path of success and prosperity. I have no
time to sharpen my pen or change my collar, therefore I write
with a broken pen.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10450
AB10433
O My truthful one in the divine realm! S Golo oy (6

In the divine world there is no light more brilliant than truth-
fulness and sincerity. This heavenly gift so adorns human re-
ality that it conceals all of mankind’s faults. When the lamp
of truthfulness is kindled in the chamber of the heart, all the
parts, members, powers and characteristics become illumined
and resplendent like crystal glass from this brilliant and shining
lamp.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10447

O thou who art nurtured by the hand of loving-kindness!

His honor Mirza Husayn is interceding on thy behalf and re-
questing a kindness. Today kindness is prayer for firmness on
the extended path. We beseech God that, like a suckling babe,
thou mayest drink the milk of steadfastness from the breast of
the Covenant, and be nurtured in the embrace of firmness and
constancy—that thou mayest be a son of the Covenant and of
the lineage of the Pact of the Luminary of the horizons.
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AB10450

O thou tender plant in the garden of the love of God!

The heavenly gifts of the Ancient Beauty make every plant
verdant and fresh, and through the radiance of His everlasting
Kingdom every darkness turneth into veritable light. Therefore
thou, who art a sapling in the orchard of divine bounty and a
smiling blossom of His rose-garden, shouldst become so verdant
and flourishing through the outpourings of His grace as to make
us all delighted at thy tender beauty.
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AB10469
O thou who art firm in the Covenant! olg, &b !

Thy letter was noted. I beseech God that thou mayest be
preserved and protected in the cave of His protection and shel-
ter, and that thou mayest become, among the people of the
world, a sign of the All-Merciful and a gift of the Lord. Give
praise that thou art near to the threshold of the Most Glorious
Beauty, accepted and attracted to the lights of the Beloved of
the horizons.

Upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB10470

O steadfast and sincere one! The outstanding services of Haji
Ghulam-Rida were accepted purely out of love for him and you,
but on condition that they send absolutely nothing more from
the existing funds but rather invest them in trade. The person
of Haji himself is service embodied, especially now that he must
also assist you. And upon him be glory in all circumstances
and conditions.
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AB10481

O tender saplings in the meadow of divine knowledge!

It is incumbent to offer praise and thanksgiving with grateful
tongue at the Threshold of His Holiness the One God, for praise
be to Him, guidance to the path of salvation and direction to
the way of truth has been attained. This is a divine gift and
an overwhelming, enduring grace and abundant blessing.

In response to this mercy, gratitude is necessary, recognition is
necessary, acknowledgment is necessary, certitude and assur-
ance are necessary.
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AB10520

AB10498

O two Afnans of the Blessed Tree! Praise be to God, after three
years of travel in the vast countries of America and Europe,
I have returned again to the East and have begun writing,
though there is not yet proper opportunity. God willing, in
the next post when there is more time, replies to the letters
will be sent. Convey to all the most wondrous, most glorious
greetings.
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AB10500

O ye two bright stars in the horizon of the love of God!

The hosts of the Abha Kingdom at times appear in human
form in the realm of contingency and render assistance to the
Covenant and Testament, and at times they manifest as spirit
and enter into pure mouths and speak forth, and at times they
appear in the form of lights and illumine the horizons.

And upon you be glory!
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AB10520

O captain of the lovers! Raise the melody of the Supreme Con-
course and demonstrate the culture of the people of the Abha
Kingdom. Flee from conflict and strife, and cling to peace
and reconciliation, that thou mayest stir up a universal spirit
whereby thou wilt cause the world’s people, filled with hatred
and enmity, to intermingle, and dispense sugar and sweets, and
shun the bitterness of cruelty, and spread thy wings to soar,
and establish thyself in the Most Exalted Horizon, the center
of the supreme gift.

And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10536

AB10528

O tree in the garden of God’s love!

The dawn of the Most Great Glad-Tidings from the horizon of
God’s Cause shines like the resplendent moon, radiant forever
and ever, and the lights of divine confirmation and success

beam forth from the Dayspring of the Ancient Beauty’s grace.

Yet those who are benumbed and frozen, like bats of the night,
are veiled from witnessing these signs. Woe unto them for this
overwhelming darkness that has gained dominion over their
sight!

And the glory be upon thee.
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AB10536

O thou who art attracted to the Divine Beauty! Thy letter was
read. Its meanings were wonderful and its contents delightful.
However, in addressing ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the mystery of servitude
should be observed. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O two children of Khan! Ye have been encompassed by the
glance of God’s favor, and the love of God is your inheritance
from your father. ‘Abdu’l-Baha

O ye secluded handmaidens of God! Give thanks that ye are
under the protection of one who is accepted at the Threshold
of Oneness.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10578

AB10568

O thou who art turning unto God! Open thine eyes to the
Kingdom of the Invisible Realm of Might and begin thy sup-
plication with this prayer:

O Thou Kind One! Cover Thou and conceal our faults. From
Thee is bounty, from us transgression. From Thee faithfulness,
from us sin. From Thee shelter, from us illness. From Thee
healing. Cover and forgive, be faithful, give shelter, and bestow
healing.
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AB10572

O thou who art enkindled with the fire that burneth in the
path of the Peerless Beloved and the Incomparable Friend!

Make thou a sacrifice of thy life and heart that thou mayest,
like unto the birds of the garden of holiness, wing thy flight in
the heaven of oneness, and, like unto the fishes of the sea of
oneness, swim in the ocean of bounty, and, like unto the rising
stars, shine forth, and, like unto the flowers of the rose-garden,
bloom and flourish.

And upon thee be Glory!
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AB10578

O thou who art gladdened by the divine glad-tidings!

The leaves of the Divine Tree prove their true relationship
when, through the spiritual bounties of God, they appear in
this divine garden with the utmost freshness and grace, and
become laden with the fruits of reality. If thou seekest true
kinship in the gardens of oneness, be eloquent, be fruitful, be
flowering, be verdant, be vibrant.

And the glory be upon thee and upon every steadfast leaf.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10630
AB10589
Mortal charm shall fade away, roses shall give way to thorns, <o, &b, s K , nf H b

and beauty and youth shall live their day and be no more. But
that which eternally endureth is the Beauty of the True One,
for its splendour perisheth not and its glory lasteth forever; its
charm is all-powerful and its attraction infinite.

Well is it then with that countenance that reflecteth the splen-
dour of the Light of the Beloved One! The Lord be praised,
thou hast been illumined with this Light, hast acquired the
pearl of true knowledge, and hast spoken the Word of Truth.

SWAB#175, BSW#15.10, SW__v14#01 p.019, BP1926.027-028

Al dy 5% il 5 O 5 el
Go o g ] 5 e &‘ﬁgu’-
Sl Loy e 9 3505 L5 ogle ) DS
a5 A> O o 0 & G 3 4 2
D0 555 35 M 5,8 o 4l G150,

G G K 5 G

MMEK1#175 p.198

AB10629

O sapling of the divine garden! Give thanks to the Incompa-
rable Lord that thou hast grown up beside the stream of His
supreme guidance and developed through the shower-drops of
the clouds of His loving-kindness. Now is the time for thee to
put forth leaves and blossoms, to yield fruit and produce, and
to appear in the branches of truth with perfect adorning.

sg O oS S (A Oy Jis !
Ol sy Giny 6 Solde b o s
w‘&;d\ag:}fu)}.ﬁ;ﬂt&g@
pee Al diaess, S8

SK ode o7 IS Cii sy

INBA85:202, HUV2.057

AB10630

O sapling of the garden of divine knowledge! We hope that
through the grace and gift of the Sun of the All-Merciful, and
the outpouring of the clouds of the Ancient of Days, and the
fecundating winds of the divine springtime, thou mayest be-
come a fruit-laden and bountiful tree, and grow and develop
with utmost freshness and delicacy in the rose-garden of the
favors of His Holiness the One.

2 And may the glory rest upon the people of glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10641

AB10638

The sphere of divine knowledge was thus far the arena of the
masculine sex and the field of men, but in this glorious Cycle
some women have been raised who have become the champions

in the field of certitude, and dauntless in the arena of assurance.

This is one of the distinguishing characteristics of this great
Revelation and one of the bestowals of the glorious Lord.

Therefore, the leaves must be so intoxicated with the cup of
favours that they will be resuscitated from the sound of the
Trumpet.
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AB10640

O delicate young leaf! How fortunate thou art that God hath
bestowed upon thee such a father and such a mother. Thy
father is the manifestation of divine favors, thy mother the
dawning-place of the lights of the All-Merciful’s love, thy
brother a sapling in the garden of divine knowledge, and thou

thyself art a new flower in the rose-garden of Baha’i education.

Blessed art thou! Blessed art thou! And the glory of God
rest upon thee and upon thy father and thy mother and thy
brother.
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AB10641

O blessed leaf! Offer a hundred thousand thanks that thou
art sheltered beneath the sacred Tree and art the object of the
favors of thy Lord, the One, and art counted and numbered
among the leaves of the blessed and holy Tree.

God willing, thou shalt arise to perform whatsoever is required
and befitting of this station, that thou mayest become the very
essence of the sign of unity and the breeze from the gardens of
detachment.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10657

AB10647

O confident leaf! Although in the land of exile thou hast been
afflicted by separation from thy kith and kin, yet thou hast
been honored to serve the peerless Lord.

Though deprived of a drop, thou hast received a portion from
the ocean. One hour of such exile full of trials is better than
a hundred years of life in one’s homeland, and one minute of
such wandering is sweeter than a hundred thousand liberties.

Ch e ol 53 xS ) aBse fdyy )
Hglhe a2 Ly (A2 58S N s

&;J\}\J’” u\:JLA} ‘}:ﬁ L%
G o £ ) 5 gdd ey 2 0 kB )
oo o 31 fr S S OV cellS
Solsl ) *as S Sl by 5o J€x

oS 158 Ao 51 Rk

MKT5.191a

AB10652

O true and discerning leaf! Although Layla possessed beauty
of countenance, she was not a manifestation of divine guid-
ance. The essence of beauty and the reality of sweetness is the
light of faith, which constitutes the true grace and beauty of
humankind.

He hath declared:
brightness of bliss.”

“In their faces shalt thou recognize the

A believing woman whose face is illumined with this light,
whose eyes are open, and whose words burn with spiritual fer-
vor - she is the true Layla.
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AB10657

O true friend! With the utmost lowliness and lamentation I
implore at the Sacred Threshold that thou mayest become a
sign of guidance and a standard of the Concourse on High, that
thou mayest become a candle in the gathering of divine unity
and a witness in the feast of sanctification, that thou mayest
loose an eloquent tongue and demonstrate fluent utterance,
that thou mayest become a nightingale in the rose garden of
mysteries and raise the song of inner meanings and realities,
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12859

that thou mayest expound the signs of the infinite bounty and
teach the stations of spirituality.

AB10676

O thou who art mindful of the transience of the world!

Know that this ephemeral abode has become too confined for
souls, even though bodies may find comfort in it. For the spirit
is divine, heavenly, spiritual and of the realm of divine unity -
a bird for whom the cage of the material world is too confining.

Rather, it ceaselessly yearns for the gardens of the divine realm.
Its wings are attraction to God, righteous deeds, following the
teachings of God, and holding fast to the religion of God.

Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB12859

To: Mirza Abu’l-Fadl Gulpaygani, in Egypt

O thou who hast consecrated thy life to the service of the Cause
of God!...

By the Sun of Truth! I have been afflicted, at the hands of the
party of languor and irresolution, by such a calamity as from
the beginning of creation until now hath had neither likeness
nor peer....

...thou didst one day say here to a certain person that all the
grievous harms in the Qur’anic Dispensation arose from the cry,
“The Book of God sufficeth us.” Briefly, that same utterance
hath now reappeared for the sole purpose of undermining the
Cause of God.
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AB10699

AB10684

O Lord, aid the throne of the supreme sovereignty with the
hosts of the Supreme Concourse...

The realities of things, the essences of contingent beings, and
the conditions and circumstances of all exist under the shadow
of the Word of God. That is what prevails, for it is like the sun
- the heat and light of the sun penetrate all things. Therefore,
whatsoever hath proceeded from the Supreme Pen hath come
to pass and shall come to pass....
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AB10691

...O my loved one! Thoroughness in every undertaking is
among the fruits of faith and certitude. Therefore strive to
become truly proficient in medicine and surgery to the extent
possible, and this is what is hoped for if the aforementioned
praiseworthy Prince agrees to it in keeping with the kindness
he has shown you. Forget not the grace between you, for
whoever performs a good deed shall have tenfold the like
thereof. This is the exemplary way with the people of Baha...
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AB10699

Deal not with any steadfast soul in such wise as to cause him
to become sorrowful and distressed. Lower thy wing of mercy
unto the believers.

Verily, I would kiss the dust trodden by the feet of God’s chosen
ones. Walk, therefore, in my footsteps, follow my path, take me
as thy example, detach thyself from all else but God, submit
to the Word of God, be humble before His chosen ones.

The glory of God rest upon the people of Baha.
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AB10761

AB10704

Your duty is to be a well-wisher of that respected person and
to guide towards compassion for the people, for the good of all
lies in this. Strive as much as you can that these two elements
become one element, so that eternal sovereignty may remain
in this dynasty and the people may live in utmost freedom and
comfort. Counsel both sides - the government officials and the
people.
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AB10753

O thou whom God hath caused to grow from the Blessed Tree!

The honored Afnan of the Tree of Eternity will, after some days,

set out for that direction with the blessed leaf, the honored wife.
Now Mirza ‘Abdu’l-Husayn Khan is departing for those parts.

Thou shalt surely show him the utmost kindness. I supplicate
and implore in the Holy Shrine and the Most Exalted Station,
seeking for you boundless aid and favor.
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AB10761

O thou kind friend! However much the contingent world is
a soul-stirring ocean, it is but an insignificant drop from the
realms of the Placeless. This is an atom, that is an unveiled
sun. This is bitter salt, that is sweet flowing water. This is
pitch darkness, that is a blazing lamp. Therefore, one must
await all grace from the celestial realm and be expectant of
every gift.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10765

AB10763

O my Lord, my Adored One and my Desire! Lowly and suppli-
ant, I implore Thee to shield me from the evil of the ungodly
and to withhold me not from the shade of the Sacred Tree, nor
from the Voice of Thy Pen of Glory.

I testify that the Day is Thy Day and the Cause is Thy Cause. |
beg of Thee by Thy Straight Path and Thy wondrous Message,
graciously to aid me to glorify Thy Cause amidst Thy servants.

Thou art powerful to do as Thou willest, there is none other
God but Thee, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

BP1926.019

AB10764

Strive earnestly and put forth your greatest endeavor toward
the accomplishment of this fellowship and the cementing of this
bond of brotherhood between you. Such an attainment is not
possible without will and effort on the part of each; from one,
expressions of gratitude and appreciation; from the other, kind-
liness and recognition of equality. Each one should endeavor
to develop and assist the other toward mutual advancement...

Love and unity will be fostered between you, thereby bringing
about the oneness of mankind. For the accomplishment of
unity between the colored and white will be an assurance of
the world’s peace.

ADJ.039x

AB10765

...I hope that ye may cause that downtrodden race to become
glorious, and to be joined with the white race, to serve the
world of man with the utmost sincerity, faithfulness, love, and
purity.

This opposition, enmity, and prejudice among the white race
and the coloured cannot be effaced except through faith, as-
surance, and the teachings of the Blessed Beauty...
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB10771

This question of the union of the white and the black is very
important, for if it is not realized, erelong great difficulties
will arise, and harmful results will follow ... enmity will be
increased day by day, and the final result will be hardship and
may end in bloodshed.

ADJ.039x, ADJ.055x, LOG#1790x

AB10770

The holy ones of past ages and centuries have, each and all,
yearned with tearful eyes to live, though for one moment, in
the Day of God. Their longings unsatisfied, they repaired to
the Great Beyond.

How great, therefore, is the bounty of the Abha Beauty Who,
notwithstanding our utter unworthiness, hath through His
grace and mercy breathed into us in this divinely-illumined
century the spirit of life, hath gathered us beneath the
standard of the Beloved of the world, and chosen to confer
upon us a bounty for which the mighty ones of bygone ages
had craved in vain.

WOB.110x

AB10771

O Lord, make these holy souls who have arisen to build this
Temple the dawning points of light and the manifestors of Thy
signs. Make each a leading cornerstone in this great edifice, a
pillar of its pillars, for Thou art the Helper, the Supporter, the
Rewarder!

These souls have arisen to serve Thee well, and have begun
their servitude. Confirm, aid and encourage each by the
promise of Thy divine favors and make them of the elect.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Able, the
Giver, the Shining, the Hearer and the Seer!

SW_ v05#£05 p.068, SW_ vO7#07 p.058
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10794

AB10780

The Supreme One hath said “He loveth them and they will love
Him.” If God had not filled His Servant with His love, love
would never have been realized in this creation. All is then
from Him, and is His — man in himself possesses absolutely
nothing.

The rays of love having shone from the True One unto the
creation, the great signs thereof are imprinted upon clear and
luminous hearts, and as these mirror-hearts meet, reflecting
this sublime light, love, it becomes manifest from creature to
creature. “God hath put harmony in their hearts.”

BSC.492 #947x

AB10794

O unequaled Lord! For this helpless child be a protector! For
this weak and sinful one be kind and forgiving.

O Creator! Although we are but useless grass, yet we are of
Thy garden. Though we are but young trees, bare of leaves
and blossoms, yet we are of Thy orchard.

Therefore nourish this grass with the rain of Thy bounty, re-
fresh and vivify these young, languishing trees with the eternal
springtime.

Awaken us, enlighten us, give us eternal life and accept us in
Thy kingdom.

SW_ v09#10 p.114
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12728

AB10797

The moment this Divine Message is carried forward by the
American believers from the shores of America and is propa-
gated through the continents of Europe, of Asia, of Africa and
of Australasia, and as far as the islands of the Pacific, this com-
munity will find itself securely established upon the throne of
an everlasting dominion.

Then will all the peoples of the world witness that this com-
munity is spiritually illumined and divinely guided. Then will
the whole earth resound with the praises of its majesty and
greatness.

WOB.078x

AB10799

In this great Cycle and wonderful Dispensation, the majority
of these non-essential commands which refer to the body are
to be administered by the House of Justice, because this great
Cycle is of long duration, this great Age is vast, continuous and
eternal, and since changes and alterations are the characteristic
and necessary demands of the world, therefore these material
commands will be administered according to the exigencies of
the time, but the very foundation of the Law of God has never
been nor will be altered.

SW__v064#16 p.127

AB12728

O thou who art accepted before the Blessed Beauty!

If thou didst know what a glance of favor is directed towards
thee, I swear by the Ancient Beauty that like grateful birds
thou wouldst spread thy wings and soar to the heaven of the
Dawning-Place of Light, crying out “Blessed am I, and excel-
lent is my reward!”

This cup is brimming with the favors of Him Who was made
manifest on Mount Sinai, and its essence is camphor.

And the glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12732

AB12729

The honored pilgrim Aqa Husayn shows the utmost sincerity
and attachment to the loved ones of God, and has wished for
mention of each one in this presence and has submitted these
names, appointing Jinab-i-Amin as collector. But I, with the
utmost joy, have undertaken to mention the friends so that
they may know how cherished they are in this court. ‘Abbas.
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AB12730

The respected Qazam Nuri Bey Effendi came to this exiled
abode and lovingly met and associated [with me]. He pros-
trated himself at the Holy Threshold and attained the bounty
of pilgrimage. He remembered you and requested that I write
this letter to you. I am writing with pain. I beseech the Most
Holy One for the appearance of divine inspirations for you.
May my Lord protect and preserve you, Qazam.
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AB12732

O wronged Siyavash! In Qum thou didst engage in service
to the Cause of God, and in Tihran thou didst become the
companion of that kindly friend, Arbab Jamshid. Since this
was done in obedience to the command, it is accounted as
service itself. ‘Abdu’l-Baha loveth this noble people; therefore
doth He approve love for them on the part of the friends—
especially for Arbab Jamshid, who is the peerless one among
the Persians and the unique one among the Zoroastrians.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU2841

ABU2817

They [the Covenant-breakers| attributed a Tablet to the An-
cient Beauty and produced it, in which—God forbid!-—the scat-
tering and dispersion of the blessed Cause was explicitly ap-
pointed according to the number of ‘all things. (361) Somehow
the friends managed to obtain a copy of this tablet and sent it
to the presence of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, Who said there were numer-
ous tablets corrupted like this one and that it was unimportant.
“The House of Justice will put things right,” He said. “It will
gather together all the Sacred Writings, scrutinized them care-
fully, and pronounce its conclusive findings, and should any
make contradictory remarks, he would be severely dealt with.”
Then He gave an explanation about how such a tablet never
existed and was not from the Ancient Beauty and was not in
His blessed idiom.
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ABU2841

Since some have observed the shining rays of the Sun of Truth
from the horizon of America, they entertained thoughts of send-
ing souls to those regions, hoping perchance they might gather
a group around themselves. But they labor in vain, for divine
confirmations do not accompany such persons.

However, the aid and bounty of the Blessed Beauty will reach
us and will remove all these difficulties. We place our trust in
Him.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU2875

ABU2867

I desire that every one of the believers may become an ignited
candle in the assemblage of the world of humanity, and con-
ducive to others’ eternal life.

Today the confirmations of the Kingdom of Abha are with
those who renounce themselves, forget their own opinions, cast
aside personalities and are thinking of the welfare of others.

Whosoever has lost himself, has found the universe and the
inhabitants thereof! Whosoever is occupied with himself is
wandering in the desert of heedlessness and regret!

The master-key of self-mastery is self-forgetfulness. The road
to the palace of life is through the path of renunciation.

LOG#0390x, BSC.548 #992, SW_ v11#01 p.018x

ABU2875

[Speaking of such spiritual rebirth, ‘Abdul Baha once said:]

Ordinarily a moral teacher strives day and night until a person
abandons one of his many evil attributes. But as soon as the
guidance of God and the faith of God dawn from the horizon
of a heart that person is a changed man. All his evil character-
istics are transformed into praiseworthy attributes. Whereas
formerly he was a coward, he becomes courageous. Whereas
before he was debased, he becomes sanctified and holy. Even in
his intelligence, his knowledge, his sagacity and his mentality
he is a different man.

SW_ v13#05 p.114
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10895

ABU3048

At the gate of the garden some stand and look within, but do
not care to enter. Others step inside, behold its beauty, but
do not penetrate far. Still others encircle this garden inhaling
the fragrance of the flowers and, having enjoyed its full beauty,
pass out again by the same gate.

But there are always some who enter and, becoming intoxi-
cated with the splendor of what they behold, remain for life to
tend the garden.

BW_ v11p488, VLAB.158

AB12014

To: Haji Mihdi Nami

O pilgrim to the Sacred Threshold! Even as a Turkish tax-
collector, Shoghi Effendi compelleth me insistently to write
without any other recourse. I have put pen to paper despite my
lack of time, so thou mayest know that the ocean of my loving-
kindness is surging, and that the mystic voice is calling out
these glad-tidings from the realm of the invisible for us to hear:
“Blessed are they that have attained the Sacred Threshold!
Blessed are they that have made pilgrimage to the Spot circled
round by the Concourse on High!” Glory rest on thee.
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AB10895

To: Shahriyar Bihmard, in Adasiyyih

O Persian youth! Everyone praises your endurance of hard-
ships and difficulties, and indeed it is so. I hope that through
the favors of the Blessed Beauty all the Parsees of Adisseh will
succeed in attaining the good-pleasure of God and serving the
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11025

Cause of God. Convey my utmost longing to all of them. And
upon them be the Most Glorious Glory!
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AB10906

To: Jinab Ivad (Barfurush), in Babul

O Darvish ‘Avad! Sacrifice your life in the path of the Beloved,
but seek no recompense, for this is contrary to the way of the
lovers and the opinion of those attracted to God. I beseech
God that, in return, you may attain the good-pleasure of the
loved ones of God, for the good-pleasure of God’s loved ones is
the good-pleasure of Truth itself. And upon you be the Glory!
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AB11025

To: Doctor Habibullah Muayyid son of Khudabakhsh, in Beirut

O honored Aga Mirza Habibu’llah! The son of the illustrious
Sa’idu’l-Mulk is in Beirut, and you must make every effort
to ensure his well-being. Of course, from the outpouring of
celestial favors, all the trees of the Abha paradise in Beirut are
verdant and flourishing splendidly.

KHHE.108

Mo et el 1o BT Gl
Sl o) g s Sl s Sl
C,:LP u\g Qlﬁ') )\ 4;...” Ogw g LS‘('\

wlld 5 oyl b Ll s o))y

KHH1.064 (1.089)

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 233


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/YP/yp-471.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA8/ma8-81.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/diary_habib_muayyad.pdf
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/354.pdf#page=95

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10928

AB10944

To: Dawlat Bihjat Mihraban, in Bombay

O cherished handmaiden of God! The sovereignty of the kings
of the world is like a mirage - ephemeral and fleeting. But
thou hast an enduring and steadfast sovereignty. Herein lies
the difference: the might of that sovereignty is but fancy and
imagination, while the glory of this sovereignty is the opening
chapter of divine favors and its blessed conclusion.

The ring was received.
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AB10941

To: Firaydun Burzu, in Bombay

O Faridun! Thou art my companion and I am thy true friend. I
was greatly rejoiced to read thy prayer. I hope that day by day
thou wilt, like unto a sapling in this stream, grow and develop
through the bounty of the Lord, reach full stature, and yield
sweet fruit. May thy soul be happy!
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AB10928

To: Shirin Kayqubad (Wife of Nush Gushtasb), in Bombay

O Shirin! Be sweet as sugar and like honey - that is to say,
manifest the sweetness of the love of God and the delight of
the knowledge of God. I swear by the Soul of souls that this
sweetness is not to be found in honey or sugar, nor in refined
candy. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11016

AB11092

To: Unknown, in Chicago

Consider thy composure, for composure of thought will become
the cause of one’s confirmation in the service. If thou hast not
composure of mind in Chicago, undoubtedly thou wouldst be
more confirmed in service in New York; but, if thy mind is
at peace in Chicago, it is better to stay there for perchance
difficulties may arise in New York and then thou wouldst not
have composure of mind.

Thou must first think of thy tranquility.

SW_ vOT#18 p.187

AB11016

To: Mukhtar Ganjavi, in Gangjih

My child! I constantly remember thee. It is as if I talk with
thee and meet thee; for distance hath no place in the realm
of love and affection and the spiritual world dependeth not
on physical nearness and remoteness. It is utmost union and
fellowship. Thus I talk with thee and correspond with thee at
the same time. Salutation and praise rest upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10837

AB10861

To: Amir Quli Khan, in Isfahan

O servant of God! Sacrifice thyself in the path of God, rejoice
in thy love for the Best Beloved of all horizons, and attain
happiness under the shadow of His favors, that thou mayest
witness the signs of God’s grace from every direction and attain
unto His endless mercy. And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB10993

To: Kalimi, Yaqub son of Aqa Jan et al., in Kirmanshahan

O Jacob! If thou seekest the bounty of Joseph, then like the
Ancient of Canaan weep day and night out of love for God. And
if thou seekest the revelation of Moses, meditate and wander
in the sacred valley. That holy spot is the wilderness of heart
and soul.
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AB10837

To: Nayrizi, Nuri Jan daughter of Mulla Shafi

O handmaiden of God! Light is the manifestor of all things, for
were it not for light, all things would remain hidden behind the
veil of darkness. Since your name is Nuriyyih (Light), beseech
God that you may make manifest the realities of souls and
perceive them with clear vision. And upon you be the Glory.

NYR#146x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12071

AB10991

To: Aga Muhammad Javad Qazvini

O longtime friend, companion and intimate! If you knew with
what state and what longing and ecstasy ‘Abdu’l-Baha has now
undertaken to write this letter, you would surely dance with
intense joy and rapture and cry out “O glad tidings!” and “O
how blessed am I!” Blessed and auspicious is the advent of the
Birthday of the Promised One. And upon you be glory.
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AB10823

To: Asadullah son of Abdur-Razzaq, in Qazvin

O lion of the forest of the love of God! Today, whosoever is
firm in the Covenant is a lion in the divine thicket. Therefore,
since thou art designated by this name, roar like a fierce lion
of the Kingdom and cause the foxes of violation to become
bewildered and wandering. And upon thee be greetings and
praise.
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AB12071

To: Jinab-i-Khalil, in Qazvin

O noble Khalill May I be a sacrifice for thy luminous counte-
nance, which hath illumined the horizons, and for thy fragrant
disposition, which hath perfumed the nostrils. Not for a mo-
ment am I free from thy remembrance, nor am I heedless of
thy mention. What can I do? The multitude of occupations
and sorrows, and the force and magnitude of the test, and the
tempest of trial, hinder both utterance and writing...
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AB10964

AB10836

To: Rubabih daughter of Haji Muhammad Bagir Nabil, in Qazvin

O handmaiden of God! Rubabih must have a spiritual melody
and a conscientious tune. Therefore, play the rebeck of guid-
ance in such wise that through its wondrous tones the spirit
of possibility may be stirred into motion and the hearts of the
people of all worlds may find endless joy. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB10987

To: Sitarih sister of Muhammad and Yusuf Qazvini

O assured leaf! Sitarih is a soul from whose face radiates the
light of the love of God, and who is manifest and visible from
the horizon of divine knowledge like the shining moon. Strive
that this ray may become diffused and this radiance may shine
forth. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10964

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdagq, in Rasht

O herald of the Covenant! The broken pen of ‘Abdu’l-Baha,
with utmost longing, desires to bestir itself to fulfill the require-
ments of faithfulness and pen congratulations for the Festival
of the Birth of the Beauty of Oneness. It is My ardent hope
that through the confirmation of the Most Glorious Beauty this
Festival may prove a blessed one to you and that you may be
assisted in rendering praiseworthy services during this journey.
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2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. e el ey 2
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AB10957

To: Taqi son of Khatib, in Ridaiyyih

O bird of the meadow! Make thy nest in the rose garden of di- 8" aLal Sl 28 45 0l oa aaa
vine favors, that thou mayest build thy dwelling in the tree .-y clab ;5 JU Y Gl Jlsli 5 b
of the Covenant. Soar in the atmosphere of oneness, that sk 0l 4, a8 dge b b oS 5,
thou mayes‘? reacltl the apex of jche ancient covenant. Open Ay 6yt il (‘b L’j‘ b e sa
thy tongue in praise of the Manifest Countenance, that thou A el e
mayest become informed of the Most Great News. And the :

glory be upon the people of glory. MKTS8.136a

AB11093

To: Unknown, in Salt Lake Clity

A hundred good tidings, that the doors of the Kingdom have
been opened and the Call of the Lord of the Kingdom upraised.
The Light of Oneness has shone forth. The darkness of super-
stitions and imitations is being dispelled.

The standard of the oneness of the world of humanity is upheld.
It is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. It is the new birth. It is
eternal life. It is absolute love, perfect unity and accord among
all mankind.

SW__ v14#10 p.304-305
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AB12743

AB10981

To: Fatimih mother of Aqa Mirza Mihdi, in Shahrud

O mother of Mihdi! Thy loving son hath interceded for this
letter to be written. Would that all sons would intercede for
their mothers and guide them to the path of salvation! For now,
thou hast found this bounty - be thou thankful unto God.
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AB10821

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Shiraz

O Ardishir! Be thou like a lion in this forest and make love thy
pursuit, that like unto a sapling in the celestial garden thou
mayest take root by this stream, and like the graceful cypress,
move with stately gait in the garden of divine knowledge. May
thy soul be filled with joy!
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AB12743

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O ‘Andalib, upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious!
Regarding his house, he owes seventy tumans to one of the
friends of God. Since at present it is not possible to pay it
from here, whenever the Huquq becomes available there, you
should immediately pay it. And upon you be the Most Glorious
Glory.
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AB11033

AB10857

To: Mirza Muhammad Bagir Khan Shirazi

O servant of the Ancient Beauty! On this luminous morning,
which is the Day of Birth of the All-Merciful, I convey my greet-
ings for the Festival and write my felicitations to you. Observe
how the ocean of love is surging and billowing! Therefore, ren-
der thanks.
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AB11118

To: E.C. Helbry, in Tacoma, WA

Those souls who are not vivified and attracted by the Holy
Spirit are accounted among the dead, because their souls are
deprived of the Breath of the Holy Spirit; and these, after
physical death, are in a certain condition, having feeling and
discernment in their environment; but in comparison with the
pure souls who have been vivified by the Holy Spirit they are
as dead, and deprived of life.

SW_ v14#02 p.038x, BSTW#043a

AB11033

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Tihran

Since the loved ones of God in Persia are regarded as veteran
friends, it is by virtue of the tremendous affection I cherish
for them that their offerings for Huquq are accepted. They
must rejoice exceedingly for having been invested with such a
bounty....

COC#1172x
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AB10971

AB10856

To: Ali nephew of Ali Haydar Shirvani, in Tihran

...O Lord! Assist me to serve Thy loved ones, to gladden the
hearts of Thy chosen ones, to comfort the hearts of Thy pure
ones, and to bring peace to the souls of Thy devoted ones,
that I may arise with my spirit, my body and my heart to that
which Thou lovest and art pleased with in servitude to Thy
noble and distinguished servants. Verily, Thou art the Helper
of whomsoever Thou willest to whatsoever Thou willest, and
verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB12012

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O steadfast one! These two books that his honor Aqa Mirza
‘Ali-Akbar has compiled should be published in an organized
and systematic manner, and Jenab-i-Amin should provide the
publishing costs.
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AB10971

To: Aga Mirza Mumin, in Tihran

O steadfast believer! Faith is like unto a lamp, the heart is as
the glass, and the limbs and members are as the niche. When
this lamp is lit within the glass of the heart, its radiance shines
upon the limbs and members, and the light of the lamp and
the delicacy of the glass combine, and “light upon light” is
realized....
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AB11802

AB12747

To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran

Jinab-i-Aga Ghulam-‘Ali, may you be under divine protection
and the recipient of providential grace. Your letters were re-
ceived. Address the mail thus: Port Said, Jinab-i-Aqa Ahmad
and from him to ‘Abdu’l-Baha. The name of another person
is not necessary. Act according to my instructions.
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AB10939

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih), in Tihran

O thou who hast attained, O assured leaf! On this luminous
day - the birthday of His Holiness - the world of existence is
immersed in an ocean of joy and gladness, and the bounty
of the Abha Kingdom is descending like heavy rain from the
favors of the loving Lord. I hope that thou wilt receive an
abundant portion and be a thankful handmaiden.
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AB11802

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Tihran

O Herald of the Covenant! It is the blessed morning of the
Festival and the Birth Day of the Most Merciful One. Everyone
is engaged and familiar with some remembrance and thought,
but I am intimate with your remembrance. Observe what love
and kindness exists between us.
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AB10830

To: Mother of Mirza Ali Naragi, in Tihran

O thou handmaid who art near to the Divine Threshold! Thou (g3 ¢ xS |, Q;.u\ )5 4{:.21\ i) !
art a cherished handmaid at the Court of the One, and an s aze ﬁ“\; e | u,u:ﬁ,, olet P
ancient member of the Sacred Household. The glance of favor ., ; M Cmy g s ay elt Sl
hath ever encompassed thee, and the light of mercy hath been 4.>:J\ Sl s BU halan 42 (A 0ati
complete. Thou hast not been forgotten, and never shalt thou ' T ,

be. Rest thou assured. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
MKT?7.034b

AB10829

To: Munirih Ayadi Zadih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God who is near! On this day of the birth of (,E.:«\ fw‘ @Yy py O o e\fi,il\ Al el
the Most Great Name, t}‘HS Wronged One of the World, Abdu’l- g b sl i 9L° {‘J\B’“ Tlas
Baha, offers congratulations so that you may be joyous and de- Sl sl L bfes f
lighted, and render thanks for the favors of the Blessed Beauty. L R et "Sf
LS)\JJ, ﬂ\;tﬂ & a
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AB10864

To: Nasrullah Bagiruf, in Tihran

O faithful servant of the All-Merciful! Be confident in the grace — Jla Cosge 5 Joad 3) Gl y @slo *o s (&
and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, and through the favor of s (&, & 2> Jas 5 Sl Gl 8
the Most Merciful Lf)rd, ‘Abdu’l-Baha, in the utmost joy and = sl , oo 1, Tlie 02 5 ool
fragrance, boweth his forehead to the dust and at every mo- 2 Slie y O o)y Sl e
ment beseecheth assistance and confirmation for that longtime
friend.
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AB12738

AB12785

To: Shahrukh Sultan wife of Muntasirud-Dawlih, in Tihran

...If the felicity and exaltation of the human station were con-
fined to this earthly world, this would be a grievous loss and
manifest ruin. The unborn child imagineth that the world of
existence is confined to the womb and its nourishing blood.
But this is not the case. The All-Wise, the All-Pervading
hath ordained another world, which is vast and luminous. And
the Divine Being hath ordained for us the limitless and soul-
exhilarating expanse of the Kingdom. Man’s eternal happiness
is attained in that world.
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AB11075

To: Yusuf (Qazvin), in Tihran

O Joseph! If thou desirest to become honored in the Egypt
of existence, give unto the company of the Hands full measure
of the Covenant, and interpret the dream of the Testament in
this Day. By God, the True One! Verily, the women of eternity
shall honor thee and say: “God forbid! This is no mortal. This
is none other than a noble angel.”
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AB12738

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! Jinab-i-Ibrahim-i-Saffar has been )L§¢ (:n\ L ol S5l foyuu Olsl (o

thrown into distress due to the severe opposition of the wrong-
doers, and is now in Tehran. It is obligatory to show him
consideration and assist him to the extent possible. Therefore,
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AB10994

strive that he may become engaged in some trade and find
some peace. And upon thee be glory.
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AB10900

To: Mirza Husayn Hakkak, in Zanjan

O spiritual engraver! Adorn the gemstone of the heart with the
inscription of “Ya Baha’u’l-Abha” so that thou mayest inscribe
the verse of the Most Great Sign upon the tablet of the breast,
gain possession of Solomon’s seal, vanquish the demons, and
conquer the realm of immortality. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB10994

To: Mirza Yusif, in Zanjan

O Yusuf of Zanjan! My Joseph of Canaan illumined his coun-
tenance and became renowned throughout all regions. In what
tribulation wert thou nurtured! God willing, thou shalt attain
the zenith of the moon. Become the beloved of Egypt in the
love of God, and manifest thyself in mountain and marketplace.
And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10937

AB10878

To: Payghambar-Quli, in Zanjan

O follower of the Prophet, longtime friend and intimate com-
panion in the gathering of hearts! I am occupied with thy re-
membrance and familiar with thy thought in this blessed spot,
that thou mayest become the envy of those near to God and
mentioned in the highest heaven. And upon thee be greetings
and praise.
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AB11019

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin), in Iran

O Jinab-i-Amin! There exist in Mazandaran some Writings in
a house, and although the army of tyranny destroyed it, yet a
small portion containing traces of the pen of the late revered
Mirza still exists and must be preserved. Therefore, send one
hundred tumans for Aqa Mirza Fadlu’llah. And upon thee be
peace.
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AB10937

To: Azizullah Varga, in Iran

O my dear one! Your letters were noted. Glory be to Him
Who confirmed you in this great bounty!...

These disturbances and tempests are like waves - they come

and go, but the sea will ultimately find tranquility and calm.

These bitter times, more bitter than poison, shall pass; once
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AB10920

again times sweet as sugar shall come. Soon you will see the
corrupt ones in manifest loss....
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AB11027

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband, in Iran

Jinab-i-*Alagiband of the Holy Threshold was immersed in the
sea of faithfulness and was full of passion and fervor, there-
fore his poems were somewhat corrected. Send them to his
respected spiritual wife so that they may be corrected in Yazd,
for ‘Abdu’l-Baha is the servant of Baha and has no other at-
tribute than this.

2By 2 3 f sban O e dde Ol
Ao e (58 bS5 g 1 55
Ul iz o~ ailoy) ab *d )y 42
‘j"} .x;:l.i' c:’b,aﬁ'b)u‘ Qi\ J}'JJU-L;LC.
Mis & i d ol 5 Sl s e s Tle

YBN.169

AB10920

To: Valiyullah Varqa, in Iran

O descendant of a martyr in the path of God!...

When Sardar As’ad was in Paris, it was indicated to him re-
garding the Yamutis that he should be vigilant and pay care-
ful attention to certain individuals in affairs and conversations,
but Haji Mirza Yahya was inseparable from him. I too sufficed
with this hint in this matter. There is a well-known saying that
“in the house, if someone is present, one word is enough.”...
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AB10934

AB11094

Prayer for the departed.

O my God! O Thou forgiver of sins, bestower of gifts, dispeller
of afflictions!

Verily, I beseech Thee to forgive the sins of such as have aban-
doned the physical garment and have ascended to the spiritual
world.

O my Lord! Purify them from trespasses, dispel their sorrows,
and change their darkness into light. Cause them to enter the
garden of happiness, cleanse them with the most pure water,
and grant them to behold Thy splendors on the loftiest mount.

BPRY.041

AB10934

To: Abdu’l-Ghafur

O ‘Abdu’l-Ghafur! “A holy city, and a Lord Ever-Forgiving”
is the glorious utterance and the explicit text of the Qur’an.
The “holy city” is the City of Love, and the “Lord Ever-
Forgiving” is manifest and evident to the friends of that city
with His attribute of mercy. Thy name being ‘Servant of the
Ever-Forgiving’, mayest thou attain abundant joy from the
All-Merciful and may thy portion be of the cup whose mixture
is of camphor.
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AB12737

AB10893

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Jinab-i-Amin! All that the divine friends contributed during
this journey has been received, but in this journey it was not
possible to send out receipts, therefore kindly excuse us. God
willing, after returning, receipts will be sent to the extent pos-
sible. Send copies of this brief message everywhere so that the
friends may be assured that the amount sent has been received.
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AB11037

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

Regarding the honorable Brothers of Purity [Ikhwan-i-Safa],
you had written - they are in the utmost sincerity and purity.
You must certainly show them consideration in all matters.
You must definitely provide them fifteen tumans monthly, and
if they request somewhat more than this, provide that as well,
for the teachers of the Cause must be shown the utmost respect.
These souls are the devoted servants of the Blessed Beauty.
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AB12737

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O divine Trustee! His Holiness Adib is appointing someone as a
teacher for the school in Bombay. Give him his travel expenses
so that he may journey in perfect comfort, and convey greetings
to all the friends.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Ssbae dalehe e GLg (S e
Ll & 1 OLL e 5 Ay

AMIN.114-115

250


https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/250.pdf#page=19
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/ganjiniy-i-khususiy-i-haj-amin.pdf

V]

2

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10862

AB10806

To: Aga Abdur-Rahim et al.

My God, my God! I take refuge at the gate of Thy mercy and
favors, that Thou mayest guard these two noble children, who
have been nursed at the breast of Thy love since their tender
years, within the protection of Thy shelter from the accidents
of night and the predators of day.

Then assist them to serve at the threshold of Thy holy and
exalted Cause.

Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

O SN ae )l Ol 31 G) A A
4 o G Gl QMR (e 2
o Sale Oy 3B G pus e S

S ol s JN Gk

BENEURFE - E-S IER AN

S sl ) sl S

HUV2.007

AB10862

To: Aqga Ali Akbar

O servant of the Truth! The true dawn is rising and the bril-
liant daybreak is shining forth. The stars of sanctification are
gleaming and manifest, the horizons are illumined, and the re-
gions of hearts are conquered. Therefore rejoice at this Most
Great Glad-Tidings and strive until, like ‘Abdu’l-Baha, you
become the dust of the threshold and the earth beneath the
feet of the friends.

And upon you be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10914

AB10838

To: Aga Lutfullah

O sign of the divine favor! Divine grace must become a heav-
enly radiance, meaning that in all conditions and qualities it
must tell the story of illumination, so that it may become a
bright candle in the gathering of the horizons and a light for the
assembly of concord - and that is to acquire the characteristics
of the Lord of Creation, the Absolute.
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AB11024

To: Aga Muhammad Husayn or Husayn son of Mirza Baqir

Jinab-i-Aga Muhammad-Husayn has been and continues to be
beneath the shelter of God’s favors and loving-kindness. We
entreat the Abha Kingdom that through His supreme grace
and bounty he may be enabled to achieve in this transient
world such deeds that when, like an eternal star, he rises from
the everlasting horizon...
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AB10914

To: Aga Rashid

O true Rashid! The time for joy and delight has come, and the
moment for visiting the Sacred Threshold has arrived. There-
fore, with utmost longing thou must set forth to visit the
Friend’s dwelling place. Like a blazing fire, thou must become
aflame with the intensity of thy longing, and at the time of
attaining His presence, remember us. ‘Abbas.
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AB10926

To: Ardishir Khudadad (India)

O valiant lion! The renowned Ardashir renewed the sovereignty — &ad |, O, Caale ps syl s 4l (<l
of Iran, but he was bloodthirsty and warlike. However, the olns Ll KK S s by o4
lions of the divine jungle do not take life - they bestow life. Xy 0 L2 Obs 5,5 Ol LS sy
They do not shed blood - they scatter musk and ambergris. 43 Ayedd 5 Ay o2 Plo s, Ky w5 St
They do not seek strife or contention - they pour forth refined 3 , ,& [OK°L] & Fas 5 o N );Q’
sugar. Therefore, adopt thou the way of these pure ones and 5 OE 13

become one of the free.
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AB10877

To: Ardishir Rustam Khan

O son of Rustam! Today bravery and manliness, courage and ] ~ Sl o3 cels ) 0 3, &!
valor and wisdom are trustworthiness. Trustworthiness is re- il calel ol i) 5‘) s Sl

ligiosity. Religiosity is truthfulness. Truthfulness is steadfast- - iz | “5lus ol “slum cibs ol

ness. Steadfastness. il ol
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To: Badiullah

O Badi'u’llah! Give thanks unto the Most Holy Beauty of Jle *dondie O oS K& Al o &!
the All-Glorious One, that thou hast found thy way to His 5 3o u"“w-wﬁﬂ sgle s £, !
sacred Threshold and attained His mighty favors, that thou 5, JL s 28 5 Alackis obla
hast entered beneath the shadow of His celestial Kingdom and o M T7 e EN
arrived at the pure fountain of His knowledge, that thou hast . o e e
drunk from the cup of His bounty and tasted the honey of His A 45N s e )J 7
loving-kindness. Sl
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12745

AB10898

To: Baha Quli

O thou servant of Baha! It behooveth us to render myriad
thanks and praises at the Threshold of the Lord and to mag-
nify Him with spiritual glorification at every moment, for He
hath made utter nothingness to be existent, hath quickened the
dispirited, seized the deprived with transports of joy, made the
stranger to be a friend, and the helpless strong. His is all praise
and unto Him all thanksgiving.
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AB12087

To: Bakr Afandi

O my faithful friend! The sweet savours from the meads of
divine holiness have perfumed the nostrils of the spiritual and
scented their souls with ambergris. But, alas, those affected
with rheum are deprived of the sweet scents and the desire of
the blind bats for the light of the ascendant Orb of revelation
is natural. Therefore, it is incumbent to be patient and long-
suffering.
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AB12745

To: Bibi Fatimih

O my God! O my God! Aid this handmaiden of Thine to be
sincere in Thy religion, and ordain for her deliverance from
the evil of Thine enemies. Protect her in the sanctuary of
Thy protection and Thy love, keep her away from that which
Thou abhorrest and which is contrary to Thy good-pleasure,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G oo e ods Sl g\g;;u\
;gﬁ\x\;&‘f«uau.\u):ﬁj&a
) 5 Yy 5 Ko o G Lehas|
gl oo b 5 Sy LI, S Le

LY ghie ol KV ol 21

INBAS85:223b

254


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v072/?page=154
https://bahai-library.com/abdul-baha_alvah_munajat-hayeh_turki
http://www.bahai.org/r/145479712
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=225

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10869

and sanctify her from following the desires. Verily, Thou art
the Manifester of signs.

AB12746

To: Bibi Sahib (Yazd)

My God, my God! This is Thy handmaiden who hath believed
in Thee and in Thy greatest signs, who hath acknowledged
Thy words in the manifestation of Thy Most Glorious Beauty,
and who hath clung to the hem of Thy bounty, O Lord of
the most exalted Kingdom! O Lord! Illumine the glass of her
heart with the lamp of Thy greatest sign. Verily, Thou art the
All-Bountiful, the Most Exalted.
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AB10869

To: Bihmard Pulad

Through Bahman Bahram, to Bahmard Pulad: O Bahmard,
good man, be better! O son of Pulad (Steel), be like a moun-
tain of iron - firm and steadfast. The storm of tests is severe
and uproots foundations, except for those souls who, like steel
stakes, are fixed, firm and steadfast. And upon you be greet-
ings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10842

AB10897

To: Chiragh Ali Husband of Zahra Bigum

O Chiragh-‘Ali! God willing, thou shalt become a divine lamp
and a light of guidance. But a lamp must shed forth brilliant
rays and radiant beams. I cherish the hope that through the
bounty of the Blessed Beauty thou wilt attain unto this dis-
tinction, which is steadfastness in the Covenant and firmness
in the Testament of the Day-Star of the horizons.

And upon thee and upon every firm and steadfast one be the
Glory.
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AB10840

To: Darvish Abdu’l-Karim Munis

O thou who traversest the desert! Wandering about and trav-
eling long distances causes nervous and physical ailments, but
we beseech God that this ailment may become the cause of
perfect health and this suffering may result in the healing of
heedless souls. We beg confirmation and seek assistance from
God.
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AB10842

To: Fazlullah Banan

O servant of the Greatest Name! Your detailed letter was
carefully considered despite lack of time, therefore a brief reply
is being written. You must strive to find another position for
His Highness the Prince, that you may succeed, God willing.
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AB10940
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AB10998

To: Florence Miss Smith

O jewel resplendent with the light of guidance! The greatest
happiness hath drawn thee to the Kingdom of God and made

thee the recipient of the glances from the eye of God’s favor.

Thou mayest glory over all other maidens, inasmuch as the
hand of divine favor hath delivered thee from immersion in
the seas of heedlessness and vain imaginings. Upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB10940

To: Furud Rustam

O Farud! The Promised Beauty became manifest and shed
His radiance upon all horizons, and then ascended. Yet the
heedless ones still wait and express their longing to behold
Him. Alas, that they lived in His Day yet failed to see the rays
of the world-illumining Sun. May your soul be happy.
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AB10831

To: Gawhar (Tihran)

O handmaiden of God! Turn thy face toward the Abha King-  J.4 J,:j) 5 e oS 4;}5 el ¢l
dom and seek to grasp the hem of His Holiness the Exalted One. 5 0 § 8 )6 o Jol & bl
Act in such wise that thou mayest shine forth as a brilliant light Soaple oy sl o2 5o C\J

in the gathering of the handmaidens of the All-Merciful. T s

AB10950

To: Gawhar Khanum

O thou who knowest the pearl! Dost thou know what is the 4 of G A ;; § gl a5 &
pearl and gem? It is the divine Faith and heavenly teachings o) Gloy @ el db g (JL,U 5 A
and praise of the Lord of Glory. This radiant pearl - its bril- . N d L&
liance and effulgence shall endure and remain steadfast until )\’%Ug b R 5 P IAE
the end of ages and centuries. Therefore, follow thou this Faith
so that thou mayest find thy portion sweet and sugary. May
thy soul be happy!
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AB10885

To: Haji Muhammad Ali Shirazi

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Praise be to God that & a2 Ol ‘_,z)a NS VPN P
thou hast been enabled to render a service at the Most Ex- colu 5 3 o 3L el (»LZ; B
alted Shrine. This carpet has been spread in the precincts — las sUNVIA b 5 a2 by e e
of the Throne and until the end of time these services shall 2l Vs o &) K26 ST 5 o e
be known and remembered. Give thanks unto God for this w%y\ T ey 5yl

manifest bounty. And upon thee be the Most Glorious Glory.
INBA87:207a, INBA52:209a
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10938

AB12753

To: Husayn Naraqi

Show the utmost kindness to the noble descendant Aqa Hasan,
and the honored son Aqga ‘Abdu’llah, and the beloved child
Aqa Faydu’llah, and the handmaiden of God Khadijih. I hope
that through the special favors of the Greatest Name, all will
remain safe and protected in the divine shelter.
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AB10892

To: Ibrahim

O Ibrahim! His Holiness Abraham uprooted the mighty idols
and proclaimed the oneness of God. You too must, through
the power of the divine teachings, in private and in public,
proceed to demolish the idols of vain imaginings and, with
perfect eloquence, guide the people to the appearance of the
Sun of Truth through the confirmations of the Kingdom.

Sl fady e @ el ol
535 A Sl O Calily phie
phe sl 5 S s A s S
el cad JE s Sl plas) plol
Solds Cade e s 1) a8 O S

o

MKT6.173a

AB10938

To: Inayatullah Isfahani

O my ‘Inayat! The respected companion has requested the
writing of this letter. She herself constantly writes but is not
content and requests from me as well. The purpose is that you

may know that you have not been and will not be forgotten.

Through the grace of the Intended One, there is hope that you
will be assisted to serve the Cause of the King of existence.
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2 And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory. e el ey 2
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AB12750

To: Ishaq Khan Baha’i Muttahidih

O thou steadfast servant at the Divine Threshold! Thy noble 5,5 6« S &> Podil fodz (sl
namesake, His Holiness Isaac, laid down his head in submission 5 sl f‘u o oK;\e 3 os gl Ol
at the altar of sacrifice and showed his desire to give up his life. S Ol ) sy Lol RN
I beseech the favors of the All-Subtle, the All-Informed Lord -« o s & e s ald
that thou too mayest follow the example of thy noble namesake, ot T I f 6: P -
that thou mayest attain to the great sacrifice. ab (‘b & 18 b gl 150
INBA85:061a

AB12748

To: Jalal Dhabih

O grandson of His Holiness the Martyr! Follow the example -8 18,5 .\4 as:i T & b &!
of your illustrious grandfather and be ever present at the altar
of sacrifice. Keep his name alive and light his candle - though
praise be to God, his candle is already alight in the Supreme
Concourse and his name is renowned in that gathering.
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AB11032

AB10891

To: Jamshid brother of Burzu

O Jamshid! Be the glorious and unique one of this time, and
become singular in all the world. This is the station of divine
bestowal and the gift of the Sovereign of the universe. When
thou arisest to serve at His Threshold, thou wilt become peer-
less in this age and a stranger to all that is alien. And upon
thee be greetings and praise.
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AB10824

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! You had written concerning
permission for circumambulation of the Holy Shrine. Due to
the press of occupations there was no opportunity for reply.
Now a brief response is written that you are permitted. Convey
the Most Glorious, Most Wondrous greetings to his honor Aga
Mirza Habibu’llah. And the Glory be upon you.
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AB11032

To: Jinab-i-Afnan

The work of His Holiness the Afnan, Haji Mirza Hasan, upon
him be the Glory of God, has been prolonged. You must cer-
tainly complete it quickly and set the honored ones in motion.

The relatives are the nearest ones to the threshold of the Di-
vine Unity and are very dear to this servant. Assuredly, the
utmost respect and consideration will be shown. Let them be
confident.
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AB11036

And upon you be the Glory. ‘Abbas.
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AB10955

To: Kaykhusraw Akhtar Khavari

O Persian man! Although the sovereignty of Khusraw caused
Asia to quake, yet in the end it was baseless as the wind. But
thou hast attained, beneath the shade of the Blessed Beauty’s
favor, an eternal and everlasting sovereignty whose crown ever
shineth bright and whose diadem is forever radiant.
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AB11036

To: Kaykhusraw brother of Burzu

O Khusraw! This title belongs to the appellations of monarchs
and the royal seal of crowned heads. But the sovereigns of this
earthly realm have no permanence, while the spiritual monar-
chs, the beloved of God, like the celestial sun in the eternal
realm, remain forever fixed and established. And upon thee be
greetings and praise.
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AB10954

AB11026

To: Khusraw Khan

O Khusraw Khan! God willing, you are a servant of the Thresh-
old and are gladdened by the glad-tidings of the All-Merciful.

Under the banner of the Word of Divine Unity may you mar-
shal such hosts as will scatter the ranks of ignorance, the regi-
ment of self and passion, and the armies of violation and cru-
elty, and serve the Standard of the Covenant.

As for the matter of attaining His presence, God willing, per-
mission will be granted at the appropriate time.
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AB10954

To: Mahmud

O Mahmud, praised and beloved! In the mighty Qur’an, the
perspicuous Book, “We shall raise thee to a praiseworthy sta-
tion” was revealed, and the interpreters have offered interpre-
tations and investigations. But its true meaning is the compre-
hensiveness of all perfect attributes, which is the station of the
supreme vicegerency of the human world, for this vicegerency
is of God.
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AB10974

AB10867

To: Mashhadi Ali Bakhsh

O Baha-Bakhsh! This bestowal is a gift from the Creator of
the world, for it is the giving of Baha and the bounty of that
Faithful Lord. Therefore, arise to serve that Glorious Lord
with the blessing of this new name, and strive in such wise
that thou mayest thyself become an endless bounty.
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AB11041

To: Mihdsi

O Lord! Verily, Thy servant Mahdi, who was guided to Thy
straight path, who believed in Thy manifest light, who was
attracted to Thy mighty Kingdom, hath left this dusty earth
and turned toward Thy Most Glorious Kingdom, hoping for
pardon and bounty, and rejoicing in Thy great forgiveness. O
Lord! Make easy his hope and fulfill his aspiration. Verily,
Thou art the All-Merciful, the All-Compassionate.

Sbl o J @bl gde She O Oy
G cdell Gl S el gl
5 oLl 2V ST i) S5 S
ol 5 il Gaze oY1 (5,50 ) 4
R e s

(:,.)‘ f)‘ ol K OLAJ:&?-

MKT6.172b

AB10974

To: Mihdi (Nayriz)

O thou who gazest upon the Kingdom of God! Though thou art
absent, yet thou art present in the gathering, and art regarded
with the eye of longing, and art remembered in the hearts of the
people of the Covenant. My hope is that, through the bounty
of the Glorious Lord, thou mayest be joyous and victorious.
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AB11014

AB10845

To: Mirza Hasan

O servant of God! At this moment when the light of certitude
is dawning and shining forth from the manifest horizon, I have
taken up the pen and, in remembrance of a longtime friend,
am engaged in writing this letter.

The longtime friend is that old companion whose love is a
ray from the effulgent lights in the Realm of Spirits and is an
outpouring of the Ancient Spirit, not the new—it is eternal, not
temporal.
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AB11034

To: Mirza Nabi Khan et al.

O Mirza Nabi Khan and Aqa Mirza ‘Ali Khan! O two kind
friends! We are all servants at that Threshold, therefore we

are connected, we are attached, we are a bouquet of flowers.

Hence our connection is firm in all respects. Listen with heart
and soul to the melody, become joyous, become dignified, find
abundant bounty.
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AB11014

To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga Nurud-Din)

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree! Give one copy of the Bayan
to his honor Aqa Seyyed Mehdi, and if it is not available, let

the honored Afnan divide it up, write it out, and deliver it.

And the Glory be upon you and upon them.
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AB11063

AB11007

To: Mother of Aqa Siyyid Mirza Afnan

...O sanctified leaf! Weep and lament not on account of the
tragic loss of that sapling of the garden of mercy. That young
plant lacked the space and nourishment it needed to develop
and grow in the gardens and meadows of this contingent world.
Therefore, it hastened unto the garden of the All-Glorious that
it might be cultivated amidst the babbling brooks and musk-
laden breezes of God’s mercy, and attain the utmost freshness
and tenderness through the vernal showers of God’s forgive-
ness.

;42.1'.'\» ‘JLV: QTC,.,W).\ M:\.aﬂ "43)) 6\...
w)JK..L»JLjfﬁb@l:.& LQ('\ C;jf-
Ol b Ao 51 b Gy L8300
BSHN.140.115x, BSHN.144.115x,

MHT?2.068x

AB11063

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi

O My loved one! Deliver the enclosed letter, but this person
is not at all steadfast - say nothing whatsoever in his presence.
Makhdum-Zadih told him that we send mail via the Austrian
steamer. He disclosed this secret to him, which was absolutely
not permitted. These are government people.

2 Mirza Tiraz is authorized.
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AB10979

AB10827

To: Munirih Khanum

O Amata’l-Baha, O Spiritual Leaf!

There is nothing wrong with Me. Through the bounty and
grace of the Ancient Beauty I am well. The women pilgrims
have not arrived and it is not certain when they will. Be at
ease and take care of the patient. Do ask after her on My
behalf, and also after the others.
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AB10978

To: Nush (Bombay)

O perspicacious Nush! Although at this time, due to wis-
dom, permission for visits is not being granted, yet the Per-
sian friends are permitted to come, but two by two or three
by three. The purpose is that they may observe how loving
‘Abdu’l-Baha is toward those friends.
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AB10979

To: Nushiravan Shahriyari

O Nushirvan! Drink from the goblet of wine from the wine-
cellar of the All-Merciful. May thy spirit be refreshed! As
much as thou art able, become intoxicated with the wine of
love for the celestial Beloved. Become an eager drinker, so
that through the brimming chalice of that loving Friend, thou
mayest bestow upon the world truthfulness, fellowship and rec-
onciliation. May thy soul be happy!
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ABI11111

AB10844

To: Nushirvan Bahram (Husaynabad) et al.

O servant of God! Though thou art apparently far and phys-
ically remote from this gathering, thou art mentioned in this
assembly and art present in this meeting. In truth, the bounty
of God hath brought the distant near, made strangers inti-
mate, rendered companions of the friends, and made steadfast
the lovers. And upon thee be greetings and praise.

RiBLY) LS)){-.\" uﬁ-\ O s B ek ()
s Gos Sasd plly Ao p ssde Jis
233 Oy 2d g o pole S
L ess Ll \jKJKzJ 0358 Koy |y
1;3\&.}:; C.\S;,,U’\)dbjaj osji‘(-.,\,e"

),

YARP2.159 p.168

AB10912

To: Rajab

O Rajab! In the tradition it is stated: “All wonder, complete
wonder, between Jumadi and Rajab!” Thou art Rajab, and
God willing, a First Jumadi, which is the First Spring, shall
also appear. At that time “All wonder, complete wonder” -
which is the witness of the delicate mystery of oneness and
singleness - shall be made manifest and become the cause of
the appearance of the sign of unity.
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AB11111

To: Rosa V Winterburn

Every soul who sacrifices his life (i.e. serves faithfully) in the
service of the Cause of God, all the existing beings will come
under his command and confirmation will pour down upon him
from every direction, so that he quickens the souls, tranquillizes
the spirits, and bestows prosperity to the bodies.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10946

AB10899

Comment on a photograph of Ibn Abhar in chains
To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O honored Samandar! Though thy letter was brief, yet it was
most effective. Therefore, I offered detailed supplications at
the Most Great Threshold. I hope that thy ultimate desire
may be fulfilled. In any case, it shall be fulfilled.

“If on the night of separation death should overtake me,

On the Day of Resurrection I shall pitch my tent beside the
Friend.”

I have no more time than this.
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AB10946

To: Shirin Khudadad

O cherished handmaiden of God! Shirin [meaning “sweet”],
your renowned father disappeared and though the beginning of

his life was honey-sweet, its end became bitter and sorrowful.

Such is the nature of this transient world. Therefore, seek
thou the sweetness of eternal life and the beauty of everlasting
existence. Upon thee be salutations and praise.
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AB10988

To: Sister of Mirza Mahmud

O assured leaf! 4840 245,y (5

> The glance of favor is directed toward the handmaidens of the
All-Merciful, and the shadow of mercy is cast upon the brow of
the maidservants of God. The clouds of March are showering
pearls, and the April rain of the All-Glorious Lord is pouring
down in continuous effusion. The more thirst each handmaiden
of God has, the more abundantly will she receive her portion.
This is from God’s grace which He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth.
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AB10808

To: Siyyid Asadullah Bagiruf

My God, my God! This is a servant who has been illumined
by the guiding lights shining from the Sun of Truth and has
been enlightened by the Lamp kindled in the Glass of the All-
Merciful. O Lord! Illumine his face with the light of bounty
and expand his breast through the verses of faithfulness, and
make him a goodly example to all humanity. Verily, Thou
doest whatsoever Thou willest.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11022

AB11020

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah! Keep track of these four num-
bered packets which have not reached Tehran, so that hence-
forth news of their receipt may arrive. And joking and jesting
with Jinab-i-Sahih-Furush is no longer permissible, for it leads
to seriousness and becomes a cause of sorrow for both parties.
Close this door completely.
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AB11021

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

His honor Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah sends whatever is to be sent
to Haji Mirza ‘Abdu’llah, and the receipt is sent to Aga Mirza
‘Abdu’llah or his honor the Trustee. Whoever pays the Huquq
must obtain a receipt from whomever they send it through, so
that the work may be orderly.
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AB11022

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

O Jinab-i-Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, descendant of the illustrious
grandfather of the Messenger of the Lord, the Niche of Lights!

I do not have time to write even a single letter, as severe af-
flictions have descended upon my breast. I have no rest at all.
Despite this, it is midnight and I have risen from my bed to
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write this letter. In the morning I am bound for Kenosha, and = L2k 4, et 4wy p\c = {‘J§ 4l

I am determined to go to California. . -
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AB11023

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi

His honor Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah - drafts for fifty pounds were
sent in first and second copies, and those two posts must have
certainly arrived by now. However, due to many papers and
preoccupation, there was delay in sending the first and second
copies.
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AB10803

To: Siyyid Sadiq (Tihran)

My God, my God! Verily Thy truthful and trusted servant,
who was named Sadiq, hath directed himself to a seat of truth
most glorious, to the precincts of Thy mighty Threshold, nigh
unto Thy trusted mercy, supplicating and beseeching Thee,
coming unto Thee.

O Lord! Shelter him in the vicinity of Thy Most Great Forgive-
ness, cause him to enter into the heart of the Most Glorious
Paradise, and make him abide forever in Thy Most Exalted
Kingdom. Verily, Thou art the Pardoner, the Forgiving.
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AB10828

AB11028

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi

O Jinab-i-Manshadi! Be not sorrowful, be not grief-stricken.
Be content with God’s decree. The future belongs to the God-
fearing. We are under the protecting shadow of the mercy
of the Most Holy One. The Covenant-breakers have brought
matters to this pass - it matters not. This too shall pass away.
We shall pray on their behalf.

And upon thee be greetings.
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AB10968

To: Son of Haji Mihdi

O thou who art guided by God’s guidance! When the lights of
the Most Great Guidance illuminate the private chamber of the
soul and conscience, each limb and member becometh a sign
of bounty. Therefore, ask thou of God that thou mayest be, in
all conditions, a dawning-place of guidance and a dayspring of
favor. Blessed is he who attaineth unto this station!
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AB10828

To: Sultan

O handmaid of God! If a soul draws a breath for the sake of
God and renders a service, that soul will be mentioned in the
Abha Kingdom and will never be forgotten. The handmaids
of the All-Merciful are the manifestations of divine favor and
the dawning-places of the light of bounty. These bestowals will
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become apparent in the divine world, not in this earthly realm
of dust.

AB10802

To: Talat, Mrs et al.

My God, my God! Verily, this handmaid of Thine seeketh ;& u& Koo it 0ds S O Al A
Thy good-pleasure with all lowliness, humility and contrition, s,i5 ol 3 K IR Js
beseeching Thee in the depths of her heart. O Lord! Aid her bl s Le (o)) ‘5;\, Je Wby oy
to achieve that which she desireth, be well-pleased with her, *?L; ) . SO el g & Je wliz)
and assist her to stand firm in Thy love. Verily, Thou art the

Generous, the All-Bestowing. INBAS7:086b, INBA52:085b

AB11066

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum

O My beloved sister, the Greatest Holy Leaf!

My eagerness knows no bound. I have not seen thee for such
a long time. My coming to Haifa is somewhat delayed. If
possible, come soon to Port Said. Perhaps we could return
together to the Holy Land. Twenty-five liras have been sent.

LTDT.175x
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AB10807

AB10989

To: Wife of Mirza Hasan Tabib

O leaf who hath believed! Beseech thou from God’s infinite
grace whatsoever thou desirest. But wert thou to heed my
advice thou wouldst desire naught save entrance into the Abha
Kingdom, and seek naught save the bounties of the Beauty of
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This is my exhortation to thee. And upon thee be the Glory. '
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AB10833

To: Zahra Bigum (Wife of Chiragh-Ali)

O handmaiden of God! How blessed art thou to have been
nurtured in the bosom of the love of God, and to have been
fostered, like a pearl within its shell, in the embrace of God’s
love by the spring rain of His grace, until thou didst attain to
the recognition of the Dayspring of the All-Merciful and enter
beneath the shadow of the grace of the Lord. Give thanks unto
God.
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AB10807

O my God! My God! Aid Thy trusted servants to remain
firm in Thy mighty Covenant. Then guard them within the
protection of Thy shelter from every oppressor, slanderer and
sinful aggressor. Through them, exalt Thy Word amongst all
peoples and spread Thy wisdom throughout every far-flung
region. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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AB10835

AB10815

O my God! The darkness of separation hath enveloped the
world and the fire of longing hath blazed. The candle of sorrows
burneth brightly and the moth of love consecrated its wings,
heart and soul to the flame. It burneth, its heart burneth; it
is worthy of divine bounty and is in need of mercy and loving-
kindness. It hopeth for forgiveness, reunion and grace.

TP (RIS NN HRCKJRC RPN
Sty 3ol i py sddat
wle cal Soyn il s @l s 5 JU
2 Gl 5\3 oy ﬁ:?ﬁw’
o el L sl sl ooy Sl sl ie

MJT.072

AB10826

O beloved servant of God! The Blessed Beauty is the Sun
of Truth, the luminous Full Moon, and the ethereal Daystar.
All contingent beings are manifestations and mirrors receiving
this effulgence. Though the Bestower of Grace is mighty and
powerful, capacity is necessary, receptivity is essential, and
worthiness is required. Ask thou from the Truth for great
capacity, that mighty grace may be revealed.
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AB10835

O handmaid of God! In this wondrous Dispensation and spring-
time season, through the outpourings of the rain of divine fa-
vor, the tree of being of some of the handmaids of God hath
been so nurtured that it hath been raised up with indescribable
freshness and hath been adorned with matchless and wondrous
fruits. It hath become a graceful sapling and a tree laden with
the fruits of the divine Lote-Tree. I hope that thou wilt be
successful.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10860

AB10846

O servant of God! Set thy heart upon the grace of the Ancient
Beauty and take hold of the hem of the Most Great Name, that
thou mayest witness from every direction the aid, protection
and bounty of the Ancient Beauty, and observe the triumph of
the hosts of the Supreme Concourse, and behold the might of
the armies of the Abha Kingdom. And upon thee be glory.
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AB10847

O servant of God! The infinite bounty and the dawning splen-
dors have encompassed the horizons of the world. The song
of the divine nightingales has transformed the rose garden and
meadow into a feast of joy and an assembly of refinement. It is
a melody that rises from every direction, and the song of the
sweet-singing bird that astounds human consciousness.
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AB10860

O servant of truth! Wouldst thou obtain the sovereignty of
earth and heaven, seek naught but true servitude at the thresh-
old of the Abha Beauty. Wouldst thou win the joy of liberty in
this world and the next, desire naught but submission unto His
holy Will. Wouldst thou discover the true way of God, follow
the Path of His Covenant. Wouldst thou behold the light of
eternal splendour, fix thy gaze upon His bountiful grace vouch-
safed from the Abha Kingdom.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10879

AB10866

O my dearly-beloved! May my Lord make thee a manifesta-
tion of His divine outpourings. The sun hath risen from the
dawning-place of hopes and the dayspring of prosperity, and
its rays have enveloped the world. Those possessed of sight be-
held those lights and received their portion from the mysteries
of truth, while the blind were deprived, fell into despair, and
were rejected and cast out.
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AB10875

O Lord of all worlds! Cause me to burn with the fire of Thy
love in this world, and in the next world make me successful
through beholding Thy moon-like countenance. In this realm
make me melt like a candle, and in that realm make me soar like
a moth around the flame of Thy beauty. Thou art my blessed
Beloved and Thou art my fortunate soul-cherishing Friend.
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AB10879

O thou who art athirst with intense thirst! Don the pilgrim
garb of the Ka’bih of the intended goal and set forth for the
sanctuary and sacred precincts of the Beloved. Make melody
in the path of the Friend and direct thyself to the realm of the
holy valley, that thou mayest witness the greatest signs in the
blessed spot of the Valley of Security.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10911

AB10887

O ye who are firm! O ye who are steadfast! It is morning, and
in Paris I have begun reading this precious letter, but alas, T
have no opportunity to write a reply. Nevertheless, with my
own pen I write these few words: I too am filled with the
utmost longing, until the Ancient Lord decrees what He will
decree - and this is not difficult for God to accomplish.
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AB10910

O Lord! Aid me to be God-fearing, preserve me from passion
and desire, deliver me from misery, make me steadfast in faith-
fulness, cause me to enter the paradise of Thy good-pleasure,
save me from the evil of my self and its lusts, and guard me
with the eye of Thy care and protection in this world. Thou art
the Mighty, the Powerful. Verily, Thou art the All-Compelling,
the Omnipotent.
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AB10911

O my Lord, the All-Glorious! This is an insignificant hand-
maiden that hath sought refuge at the Door of Thy Oneness
and is inclined to the Threshold of Thy Holiness. She seeketh
mercy and the remission of her sins. The light of faith is man-
ifest in her face and the inner meanings of Divine knowledge
evident in her speech. Impart Thou gladness to her soul and
cheer Thou her heart. Thou art the Ever-Forgiving and the
Concealer of sins.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10923

AB10915

O thou hyacinth which hast sprung up beside the heavenly
stream!

Let thyself be reared in the cradle of the loving providence of
God and suck the milk of divine knowledge from the breast
of His bounty. Be thou nurtured in the meadows of the grace
of God and become verdant and fresh in the garden of true
knowledge, that thou mayest grow as a peerless plant in the
orchard of divine unity, as a flower in the garden of His tender
mercy and be a bright candle shedding light upon the gathering
of the friends, a radiant lamp aglow at the reunions of the
beloved ones of God.

O Lord! Graciously assist this child to grow and be quickened
in the meads of Thy tender affection. Thou art verily the
Bestower, the Merciful, the Compassionate.

May the glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB10923

O luminous candle! Your services at the Threshold of the All-
Merciful are accepted and beloved. There is intense hope that
day by day you will become more successful and manifest such
heat from the fire of the love of God that Shiraz will become
full of melody and the royal falcon of the birds of the Abha
Paradise will reach the world of mystery, and the denizens of
the Kingdom of mysteries will offer praise. Verily thy Lord is
powerful over all things.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10960

AB10930

O seeker of the mystery of the Sister of Prophethood! This
mighty mystery is the Hidden Treasure of the Ancient of Days,
and its preservation is an imperative command. Therefore, the
Hand of Divine Power and Zeal conceals it. In its appointed
time it shall be unveiled. It cannot be fully grasped through
might of arm, abundance of effort, or excellence of understand-
ing and comprehension of expressions alone. Now, as its time
has not yet come, stay your hand. For the present, we beseech
God that you may receive a portion of understanding of the
divine utterances in this regard. Verily, He aids whomsoever
He willeth in whatsoever manner He desireth.
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AB10947

O thou brilliant star! Through the infinite favors of His Holi-
ness the One, I hope that thou wilt shine forth in the horizon
of existence like the planet Mars, and shed thy radiant beams
like a star in the heaven of divine knowledge. Place thy mighty
hope in the grace of God, that the confirmations of the Abha
Kingdom may encompass thee and such power may be mani-
fested from thee as to astonish all minds.
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AB10960

O thou imprisoned for the sake of the Ancient of Days! Don
a pilgrim’s garb, and then “Give Me My fill to drink and tell
Me: Lo, this is wine. O Cup-bearer! When thou givest Me
that wine to drink, tell Me: Lo, this is wine,” so that My ears
too may take delight. Although We have read the astounding
story of Varqa and Ruhu’llah in numerous letters, yet I desire
to hear it with Mine Own ears as well.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB10970

AB10961

O thou who art enkindled with the fire of the love of God!
In this world of darkness, the effulgences of the Sun of the
All-Merciful have illumined the horizons of all created things
with their radiance, and through their brilliant rays have made

the kingdom of existence to rival the rose-garden and meadow.

The resplendent lights and endless bounties are manifest, yet
the blind remain veiled and concealed behind a curtain. And
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O believer in God! The dawning of the Sun of Truth from
the horizon of oneness was for the illumination of the horizons
of the human world, not for temporal dominion. And it was
purely for eternal bounty, not like a flash of lightning from
Yemen. Therefore His bounty is everlasting and His shower is
abundant. The horizon of His favor is luminous and His Most
Glorious Paradise is the envy of garden and flower-bed.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11006

AB10973

O thou who gazest upon God! Turn thyself to the Kingdom
of the Most Glorious Unseen, and grasp the hem of the robe
of grandeur, and seek confirmation, that thou mayest become
successful in service at the Sacred Threshold, and place upon
thy head the crown of servitude which adorned the brow of
‘Abdu’l-Baha, and attain spiritual success. And upon thee be

glory.
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AB10985

O assured leaf! Give thanks to the Lord, the Glorious, that
thou hast sought shelter beneath the shade of the Tree of Prov-
idence and hast become intimate with the breezes from the
gardens of bounty. Thou art turned toward the Abha King-
dom and holding fast to the hem of the Most Great Beauty’s
confirmations. Be thou among those handmaidens who are as
firm as an immovable mountain in their Covenant, and who
cling to the Most Firm Handle. And upon thee be glory.
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AB11006

O rose that hath blossomed in the gardens of the love of God! I
have seen thy letter perfumed with the light of the sun, which
indicates the vibration of thy heart and the intensity of thy
readiness to become one of the daughters of the Kingdom of
God. I beseech God to bestow upon thee spiritual beauty,
that thou mayest be of wondrous beauty among the angels of
heaven. And upon thee be greetings and praise.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11030

AB11017

In His Name! A sincere servant at the Sacred Threshold, Ali
Akbar, in order to gladden his spirit, constantly remembers
you and requests the writing of this letter. This request and
supplication is based solely on complete fellowship and heart-
felt love.
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AB11029

Convey the Most Glorious Ancient Greetings to Jinab Mirza
Khalil Khan, Jinab Aminullah Khan, Jinab Mirza Jalalullah
Khan, the wife of Jinab Fadil, and Afaqiyyih Khanum. I be-
seech assistance, protection and bounty from the Friend for all
of them. And upon you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11030

O beloved! Although the divine grace, in accordance with His
all-merciful nature, is perfect and all-encompassing, yet there
exists a special bounty and a particular favor from the Lord.
Guidance is a special bestowal and knowledge is a particular
manifestation. And “He singles out for His mercy whomsoever
He willeth” is sufficient proof and clear evidence. Give thanks
unto God.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11043

AB11031

Deal with your relatives with the utmost love and kindness
to such a degree as to attract their hearts, and strive that the
light of faith may shine forth in their hearts. It would be a pity
if they remain unaware among the kindred and be deprived
of the bounty of the All-Merciful. Watchfulness, association,
gentleness and love are essential.
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AB11038

You had asked about the Huquq, whether the House of Worship
should be built and endowments established. At present, since
the sacred edifice is under construction, it would be preferable
to spend it on this purpose, despite the considerable expenses.
Nevertheless, they may proceed in whatever way they deem
advisable. And may the Glory rest upon the people of Baha.
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AB11043

O my Lord and my Hope! Verily this servant of Thine hopeth
for Thy favors, longeth to attain unto Thy good-pleasure, and
imploreth assistance from the Kingdom of Thy glory. My Lord!
Aid him in that which he desireth, enable him to serve Thy
loved ones and to be the slave of Thy chosen ones, and clothe
him with the robe of acceptance at Thy most exalted Thresh-
old. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Bestower.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11076

AB11045

My Lord and my Hope! I beseech Thee by the Point of Thy
Oneness, and the Veil of Thy Revelation, and the Word of
Thy Lordship, that Thou mayest assist this servant of Thine
through the melodies of Thy holiness, and the spirit of commu-
nion with Thee, and through humility and lowliness before the
court of Thy oneness, and the unveiling of the mysteries of the
Book of Thy Lordship. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, ver-
ily Thou art the All-Merciful, and verily Thou art the Benev-
olent, the Compassionate, the Clement.
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O my Lord, my All-Merciful One, Thou Who art the peace of
my soul! At every daybreak I am captive to pain and sighing,
and every nightfall finds me in the grip of oppression’s ruinous
state. The darkness of night is the gloom of my hidden sorrow,
and the gathering flame of the life-consuming candle is my
burning heart. My cries and lamentations, my visible wounds,
my tearful eyes - these are proof of my longing and yearning.
I hope for Thy grace and bounty, O God.
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AB11076

O true friend Ahmad! The literal meaning of Ahmad is “I
praise and glorify.” And praise and glorification are of three
kinds: conscientious, verbal and physical. The conscientious
kind consists of the light of faith and love of the All-Merciful.
The verbal kind consists of acknowledgment and recognition of
the favors of the All-Glorious. And the physical kind consists
of deeds, actions, conduct and acts of worship that herald the
new outpouring from the presence of the Self-Subsisting Lord.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11084

AB11077

O thou kind friend! However much the powerful rays of the sun
may melt an iron object and render fluid what was once solid,
it cannot make the frozen heart perceive, nor bring delight to
the deprived blind. And however much the melodies of the
divine nightingale may bestow happiness and evoke ecstasy,
they cannot make those with defective hearing grow wise.
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INBA72:150a, MJT.092

AB11082

People must live for one another, and not live in seclusion as
do the monks and nuns. People should not live solitary lives.
Light is of no value in an empty room. A tree is of no service
to any one on the summit of a mountain, but should stand
in a place where it will give shade and where its fruits can be
gathered. The believers should be together as much as possible.
Two lamps in a room give more light than one.

BSC.440 #802

AB11084

In this prohibition [from visiting Haifa] there is a providence
which will become manifest before long. But know ye with
the utmost certainty that this disappointment is regarded in
the Threshold of the Manifest Light as greater than a visit to
that magnificent station. For the substance of the grief is the
essence of the visit, and the burning of the fire of zeal is the
sweet water of the union. This distance is the nearness itself,
this separation the reality of union.

BSC.492 #948x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABI11108

AB11089

Certain regulations are revealed which insure the welfare and
well-being of all humanity. Just as the rich man enjoys his rest
and his pleasures surrounded by luxuries, the poor man must
likewise have a home, be provided with sustenance, and not
be in want... Until this is effected happiness is impossible. All
are equal in the estimation of God; their rights are one and
there is no distinction for any soul; all are protected beneath
the justice of God.

SW__vO7#15 p.133x

AB11105

The everlasting glory of the friends, and the heavenly sublimity
of the believers, is to teach the Cause of God, to spread the
fragrances of God, and to promote the Word of God! T hope
you may become assisted and confirmed therein. Then you will
become a member of the congregation of the elect and a light
in the Divine Assemblage.

SW_ v05#02 p.017

AB11108

O ye beloved of God! Highway robbers are many and hyp-
ocrites are innumerable. The wolves clothe themselves with
the shepherd’s garment and thieves show themselves in the
form of watchmen. Hereafter, if any Persian or Oriental come
to those parts, even though he be from the very city of Akka,
if ye find he does not possess a letter written by the hand and
sealed by the seal of Abdul-Baha, you must decidedly avoid
him.

SW_ v06#12 p.093, BSTW#073a
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABI11113

AB11110

O my Lord, Make them Thy refulgent dawns which shine and
gleam upon the Temple of Unity, so that they may be resus-
citated from the tombs of negligence, unfurl the standard of
virtue and chant the verses of self-abnegation and renuncia-
tion while hastening toward the altar of sacrifice. Verily Thou
art especializing to Thy Mercy whomsoever Thou willest and
verily Thou art powerful in all things.

SW__v05#05 p.071, SW_v05#10 p.151

AB11112

From the beginning of time until the present day, the light of
Divine Revelation hath risen in the East and shed its radiance
upon the West. The illumination thus shed hath, however,
acquired in the West an extraordinary brilliancy. Consider the
Faith proclaimed by Jesus. Though it first appeared in the
Fast, yet not until its light had been shed upon the West did
the full measure of its potentialities become manifest.

WOB.074-075x

AB11113

When the foundation of the Mashriqu’l-Adhkar is laid in Amer-
ica, and that divine edifice is completed, a most wonderful and
thrilling motion will appear in the world of existence. The
Mashriqu’l-Adhkar will become the center around which all
these universal Baha’i activities will be clustered. From that
point of light, the spirit of teaching, spreading the Cause of
God and promoting the teachings of God, will permeate to all
parts of the world.

COF.069x2x, BSC.547 #989
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABI11119

AB11114

O God! Make this company of Baha’i children eternal and ev-
erlasting; bestow blessing and profit and make the members
successful in excellent administration, in capacity, faithfulness
and integrity; in order to preserve the right of the children
and to act according to Thy instructions and to form an As-
sembly of the blessed people so that affairs be conducted by
consultation and not like other companies to be short-lived.

SW_ v11419 p.330

AB11117

O Thou kind God! I am a little babe; exalt me at the threshold
of Thy Kingdom. I live on this earth; make me heavenly. I am
of this world; make me of the world of the realm of might. I ex-
ist in this world of darkness; make me illumined. I am material;
make me spiritual and suffer me to become the manifestor of
infinite bounties. Thou art the Powerful, the Compassionate!

SW__v094#10 p.115

AB11119

He who is filled with the love of the Glory (of God) and forgets
all things, the Holy Spirit will be heard from his lips and the
spirit of life will fill his heart, the light of the sign will shine
forth from his face, the words will issue from his mouth in
strands of pearls, and all sickness and disease will be healed by
the laying on of his hands.

SW__v07#10 p.099, BSTW#369b
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12049

AB11120

On the shore of Lake Michigan a piece of land is blessed be-
cause it has been mentioned by the name of Mashriqu’l-Adhkar.
Whosoever arises for the service of this building shall be as-
sisted with a great power from His Supreme Kingdom, and
upon him spiritual and heavenly blessings shall descend which
shall fill his heart with wonderful consolation and enlighten his
eyes by beholding the glorious and eternal God.

SW_ v11#11 p.169x

AB11801

O ancient servant of the Blessed Beauty! Two letters arrived
on a single day which I read, and I beseeched assistance and
bounty from the Kingdom of Holiness for the divine friends...

In any case, Ibn-i-Abhar is occupied with service in India. Be-
seech divine confirmations from the Abha Kingdom on his be-
half. This is the work that attracts God’s infinite confirma-
tions....
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AB12049

O pure leaf! The phoenix of the heights of ancient glory hath
cast its shadow over the handmaidens of the All-Merciful, and
the sun of the horizon of Divine Unity hath shed its rays upon
the faces of the assured women. The maidens of the bridal
chambers have become champions in the arena of perfection,
and the veiled ones of the retreat of chastity have rent asun-
der the veil of heedlessness, attained unto the habitation of
guidance, shone with the lights of bounty, tasted the honey
of divine favor, and rested beneath the shade of the Lord of
Oneness. Well is it with them!
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3005

AB12754

O sapling in the garden of God’s love! What you wrote to His
Highness was exactly correct, and this is from the inspiration of
your Lord, the Merciful, the Compassionate. This journey was
victorious, otherwise in the ongoing struggle I will supplicate
the Most Glorious Kingdom and seek assistance and bounties
for you.
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ABU2970

Obedience to government orders is obligatory upon every
Baha’i, otherwise danger will befall the entire person of the
disobedient one, for the law of governments decrees death for
those who are disobedient in times of war. Yes, one must first
strive to obtain permission for non-participation in the field
of battle, but when the government issues the command for
war, one must respond with complete trustworthiness.
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ABU3005

The Arab wedding in the desert is very simple. The wedding
consists of the groom standing on a stone and the bride stand-
ing on a stone before him. He says: “I am on a stone and you
are on a stone, and God is the Greatest Witness that you are
the female for me and I am the male for you.” And she says: “I
am on a stone and you are on a stone, and God is the Greatest
Witness that you are the male for me and I am the female for

you.”
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3086

ABU3007

Qurratu’l-‘Ayn, who is renowned throughout the horizons,
when she became a believer in God and was attracted by the
divine fragrances, she became estranged from her two elder
sons because they did not become believers, and she never
again met with them even though they were her two capable
sons. And she would say that the loved ones of God were
all her sons, but these two sons were not hers and she was
estranged from them.
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ABU3041

[T]he kings and rulers of the world are not yet ready to ac-
knowledge that universal peace is conducive to the life of the
world of humanity. In a similar strain the nobles, the dema-
gogues, and those in authority find their glory and reputation
in naval and military preparedness. Consequently it is impos-
sible that ‘economic contentment’ be realized by the people of
the world save through the transforming power of faith. For
faith is the solvent for every problem.

SW_ v07#15 p.136-137

ABU3086

The human body is in need of material force, but the spirit
has need of the Holy Spirit. If it is aided by the bounty of the
Holy Spirit it will attain great power; it will discover realities;
it will be informed of the mysteries. The power of the Holy
Spirit is here for all. The captive of the Holy Spirit is exempt
from every captivity.

SW_ v08#08 p.102x, THP.062, BLO_ PN#046
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) ABU3107

ABU3097

The election of temporary members of the assemblies of the
kingdom should depend upon the choice and satisfaction of
the public, for members elected by the people are pledged to
carry out their will, and to follow out their instructions. Con-
sequently they are careful to administer impartial justice, and
to live according to true religion, so that they may establish
a good reputation and keep their dignity in the eyes of the
people.

BSC.424 #767.3x, SW_ v07#15 p.139

ABU3100

Firstly: The elected members must be religious persons, God-
fearing, high-minded and followers of the law. Secondly: They
should have an accurate knowledge of the divine command-
ments, of the most important fundamental matters and of the
rules of the loosing and binding of domestic affairs and foreign
relations; they should possess a knowledge of the sciences and
arts necessary to civilization, and finally be contented with the
income derived from their personal property.

BSC.424 #767.2x, SW_ v07#15 p.138-139

ABU3107

Blessed is he who proclaims the doctrine of Spiritual Brother-
hood, for he shall be the Child of Light. Blessed is he who
associates with all with joy and fragrance, for he has obeyed
the commands of Baha’u’llah. Blessed is he who is kind to his
enemies, for he shall walk in the footsteps of Christ. Blessed
is he who comforts the downtrodden, for he will be the friend
of God.

SW_ v12#01 p.013
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3110

ABU3108

Truly I say unto thee, every maidservant who arises in this
day in the mystery of sacrifice in the path of God will become
one of the stars of guidance in the supreme horizon; all in the
heaven and earth will be illumined by her face; the angels of
the Supreme Concourse will speak in her praise and she will
be encompassed with the favors of the Kingdom of Abha.

SW_v07#12 p.115-116

ABU3109

Today the true duty of a powerful king is to establish a univer-
sal peace: for verily it signifies the freedom of all the people of
the world. Some persons who are ignorant of the world of true
humanity and its high ambitions for the general good, reckon
such a glorious condition of life to be very difficult, nay rather
impossible to compass. But it is not so, far from it.

SW__v07#15 p.136

ABU3110

Through the bounty and favor of God think nothing difficult
or impossible. God is so bountiful that He brings fire out
from the stone; inflammable matter jets out from the interior
of the earth; out of the black dust of the soil He produces
beautiful flowers; from the bosom of the ocean He brings pearls
and corals. When the Light of His favor is shed upon us the
darkness is fled.

SW_ v164#04 p.473
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11244

ABU3111

There was a Protestant who rejected the Baha’i Faith because
of the fact that His Holiness the Bab was martyred. He would
say, ‘If God is in this movement, why should He allow one of
His chief agents to be put to death?’

He was answered, ‘But how about the crucifixion of Christ?’
He responded, ‘Oh, that is different.

STAB#074

AB11255

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

O thou my affectionate sister! In the daytime and in the night-  late 5L 305 5 2 52 dal)l il |
season my thoughts ever turn 8 to thee. Not for one moment /L\s‘ s g b3 g (-J.Lt. T
do I cease to remember thee. My sorrow and regret concern . o P e

not myself; they centre around thee. Whenever I recall thine POl 28y 2 dy ot e s e
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AB11244

To: Munirih Khanum, in Akka

Thy perspicuous letter hath arrived. Whatsoever thou didst e 1
write hath become known and all that was concealed in the
innermost parts of the sentences became manifest. The return
of the Blessed Countenance caused utmost anxiety and concern.
What will happen to His Blessed Body during the intense heat
in that narrow house? Undoubtedly, He would be very much
affected by it. Were it during the winter, it would have been
easier. But in the summer, in an inadequate place and in the
Most Great Prison! I swear by the Ancient Beauty that if
tears of blood were shed and hearts were consumed, it would
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11253

not suffice. And this is all from the greatness of His ancient
endurance.

To my honoured and distinguished sister do thou convey the
expression of my heartfelt, my intense longing. Day and night
she liveth in my remembrance. I dare make no mention of
the feelings which separation from her has aroused in mine
heart; for whatever I should attempt to express in writing will
assuredly be effaced by the tears which such sentiments must
bring to mine eyes.

Diya Khanum, Ruha, and Tuba and all members of the House-
hold, and the family of Sultanu’sh-Shuhada and the members
of that household as well as other handmaids of God are all
in My thoughts and I am engaged in remembering them. Be
certain and never doubt it . . .

Since I have written in detail to Khadim regarding My return,
I did not repeat the same in this letter.

Take Husayn Effendi to the Holy Court and let him, on My
behalf, prostrate himself at the Blessed Threshold . . .

i My physical health, praised be God, is good.

BADM.195%x, LTDT.326-327x, BHK_2#06x
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AB11253

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum

O my affectionate sister! God be praised, through His grace
and favour, my health and well-being are now restored, but it
is very hard for me to bear thine absence. We think of thee
at all times, here on the slopes of this sacred, holy and blessed
Mount Carmel, and we are being happy on thy behalf....

BHK_2#16x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3204

AB11256

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

O my dear sister! It is quite a while now, since thou hast left
us, and gone away to Nazareth and Haifa. This journey hath
lasted too long. The weather in ‘Akka is fine and moderate. If
thou comest back, it will rejoice our hearts....

BHK 2417x
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AB11254

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum

O thou my loving, my deeply spiritual sister! T trust that by
the grace and loving-kindness of the one true God thou art, and
wilt be, kept safe and secure beneath the sheltering shadow of
the Blessed Beauty. Night and day thy countenance appeareth
before mine eyes, and in my mind are engraved the traits of
thy character....

BW_ v05p172, BHK 2#05x
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ABU3204

We have sat together many times before, and we shall sit to-
gether many times again in the Kingdom. We shall laugh to-
gether very much in those times, and we shall tell of the things
that befell us in the Path of God. In every world of God a new
Lordis Supper is set for the faithful!

BW_ v12p899, VLAB.153
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11157

ABU3172

Praise be to God! Your hearts are overflowing with the love
of God and you have no great attachment to this world. The
thing which is necessary now for you is discourse. It is my
hope that you will obtain ... eloquent, expressive and excellent
discourse. Rest assured in the fact that the breaths of the Holy
Spirit will aid you provided no doubts obtain in your heart.

SW_ v14#02 p.061, DJT.072, BLO_PN=#027

AB11131

To: Isfandiyar, in Akka

O Isfandiyar! May the Blessed Beauty be thy Companion! It
is certain that if thou remain protected from association with
certain inhabitants of Haifa, assuredly God will be thy Friend
and Helper. Surely in my absence thou art engaged in service
with the utmost effort.
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AB11157

To: Aqa Muhammad Abdu’l-Ghani (Mansurih), in Al-Mansura

...God sayeth in the Quran: “Make not thy hand tied to thy
neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach” and He saith:
“But seek between these two an intermediate way.” You too
must follow this course and act with moderation....
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABI11191

AB11201

To: Wife of Muhammad son of Fath-i-Azam, in Ardistan

...0 Lord! Make them successful in that which is befitting, O
Forgiver! Confirm them in that which is worthy. These hands
are clasped to the hem of Thy forgiveness, and these hearts
are bound and fettered by Thy love. Bestow Thy grace, grant
Thy favors.
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AB11149

To: Mashhadi Abbas, in Baghdad

O servant of God! The Luminary of Divine favors from the
Presence of His Oneness hath so shone forth and gleamed that
it hath illumined both East and West and hath made radiant
the world of both the kingdom and the realm above.
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AB11191

To: Ali Akbar Nakhjavani, in Baku

O thou who art attracted to the Beauty of God! On this
blessed day, the birthday of the Luminary of the horizons and
the Star of effulgence, I remembered thee and proceeded to
offer thee congratulations for the Festival, that the heart and
soul of that lover of the countenance of the Truth, the Beloved
of the horizons, may be made joyous and glad.
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AB11217

AB11227

To: Siyyid Taqi Manshadi, in Haifa

O Aqa Siyyid Taqi! There are certain urgent expenses at hand,
including the living expenses of your companion and others...

...in these days the affairs of the household are as disheveled
as your beard and as scattered as your hair, with absolutely
no recourse left - “the destitute are in God’s protection”...
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AB11159

To: Mirza Asadullah Vazir, in Isfahan

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! The noble descendant
of divine victory arrived, and from meeting with him and his
brothers, the utmost joy and delight was obtained. How ex-
cellent are the words: “Why seek the fragrance of the rose
from rosewater?” In truth, they possess the utmost courtesy
and dignity, and are firm and steadfast in the Covenant and
Testament....
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AB11217

To: Hand of the Cause Ali Muhammad Ibn Asdaq, in Khurasan

O martyr, son of the glorious martyr! There is no time now,
so I write briefly. In the next post the answer to your honor
will be sent. Please forward the enclosed letters. Convey to
all the loved ones of God and handmaidens of God the Most
Wondrous, Most Glorious greetings.
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AB11205

AB11207

To: Jinab-i-Yaqut ibn Mirza Dawud, in Kirmanshahan

To be typed.

BLIB_ Or.08687.018, BLIB_ Or.08117.047

AB11148

To: Nayib Qasim Ali, in Lahijan

...0O peerless Lord! Keep these needy friends firm in the primor-
dial covenant, intoxicate them with the wine of bounty, move
them with the breezes of Thy favors, and distinguish them with
the gifts of this holy cycle. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the
Merciful.
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AB11205

To: Mirza Baba Nayrizi

O spiritual friend! The thought of ‘Abdu’l-Baha is ever this,
and His consideration is this: that souls may advance into the
arena of sacrifice and become the cause of the exaltation of the
Word of God. I hope that thou mayest be among those souls.
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AB11206

AB11130

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Qazvin

My hope from the grace of the One true Lord is that thou wilt
be enabled to spread the fragrances of God among the tribes.
This is extremely important....

If thou succeedest in rendering this service thou shalt excel and
be the leader in the field.
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AB11233

To: Shaykh Kazim Qazvini (Samandar)

O Samandar! The right of Baha'u’llah, the Most Glorious, be
upon thee! Since the handmaid of Baha, the wife of the martyr
who is departing, hath endured severe trials in the path of God,

therefore the utmost consideration must be shown toward her.

And the Glory be upon thee.
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AB11206

To: Baha’is of Qum et al.

...at times, with utmost supplication, visit the illumined grave
of Shamsu’l-Vuzara on behalf of Abdu’l-Baha and light a few
candles at that pure tomb, for this act is a cause of nearness
to the threshold of the Almighty. Upon you be greetings and
praise.
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ABI11168

AB11203

To: Rashid Jamshid, in Rahmatabad

O Persian friend! Persian and Pahlavi are both sweet and
sugary, therefore I shall converse with thee in this tongue so
that thy palate may be sweetened and thy soul may become
laughing and joyous. May thy heart be glad!
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AB11173

To: Rustam et al., in Rahmatabad

O two servants of God! Place your hope in the protection
and shelter of the True One - may you remain preserved and
safeguarded, and rest content and delighted in the shade of the
Tree of Hope. The glance of favor is upon you - be assured and
at peace. Upon you both be greetings and praise.
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AB11168

To: Ali Rida Khan, in Shiraz

O dear Khan! Aqga Mashhadi Husayn is now present in the
gathering, and a clear proof that you have not been forgotten
is this brief writing, for he is now mentioning you.
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AB11142

AB12765

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan), in Shiraz

O dear Bashir! Your charming portrait was observed in the
utmost beauty and grace. And upon you be the glory because
of this luminous countenance. There was no opportunity for
special correspondence - please excuse me. ‘Abbas.
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AB12018

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Write this letter in very
fine handwriting in forty or fifty copies and send them with
utmost speed to various regions.
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AB11142

To: Ghulam Ali Davachi, in Tihran

O servant of God! The letters from Aqga Siyyid Nasru’llah and
Haji and others all arrived. Rest assured that I constantly sup-
plicate with humility and contrition at the Sacred Threshold
and beseech endless favors for the friends of heart and soul.
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AB12762

AB11135

To: Uzra Khanum Diyaul-Hajiyyih, in Tihran

O handmaiden of God who is attracted! At this hour when the
temple of the horizons is in ecstasy and joy, for it is the day of
the birth of the All-Glorious Beauty, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha with
utmost gladness is occupied in congratulating thee, therefore
be thou grateful and happy, and be thou delighted and pleased.
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AB12844

To: Yunis Afrukhtih, in Tihran

It is my fervent hope that, through the bestowals of the Blessed
Beauty, this marriage may bring about joy and radiance, and
may gladden and cheer the friends — and that through it, a
Baha’i family may shine forth in the realm of existence, the de-
scendants of which will become manifestations of divine grace
and bounty in the ages and centuries to come.
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AB12762

To: Afnan, Haji Mirza Muhammad son of Muhammad Taqi Afnan, in Tihran

O Afnan of the Blessed Tree! His Holiness the Name of God,
upon him be the Glory of God, the Most Glorious! Should
any sum be required for a certain matter, you must certainly
arrange and deliver it, even if it be as a loan, for unless there
is absolute necessity, no action would be taken.
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AB11804

To: Ibn-i-Abhar, in Yazd

O Hand of the Cause of the All-Merciful! A journey from Yazd — Olewd, 4 3351 jiw K oy ol Ol
to Rafsanjan is very necessary, as there is some melancholy, but &b Jol= IS (5,8 1) (-;Y Sl
God willing, may all the friends completely and thoroughly be 2T O by ol Dﬁ , S o) Te
moved to joy and .dehght. Del}ver the enclosed letters. [And , 4:>,_J\ < 3] s |y O e
upon you be greetings and praise. ‘Abdu’l-Baha ‘Abbas] tr e
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AB11186

To: Iran Gushtash, in Yazd

O thou who art intoxicated with the wine of divine love! As  _fsx o3l o) 51 Glsb A v.s'-u' Cens (]
much as thou canst, drink of this wine and become inebri-  fs , a1, SO RN (.\? ool
ated from this cup, for it increaseth reason and understanding, Gt M2 55l gy 6F 5 B

bringeth no hangover, and its exhilaration is everlasting.
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AB11209

AB11154

To: Khudadad Jamshid, in Yazd

O servant of the All-Merciful! Place your hopes in the favors
of the All-Glorious Lord and rely upon His mighty pillar, that
you may witness a new bounty in every moment.
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AB11139

To: Mihraban Bihjat, in Yazd

O Gift of God! Man is pure bounty and sheer bestowal. If he
holdeth fast to that which he ought and should, I hope that
thou wilt be assisted and that in the assembly thy radiance will
increase day by day, and thou wilt shine with greater brilliance
and cast forth a mightier lame. May thy soul be happy!
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AB11209

To: Munirih Khanum, in Palestine

[In a Tablet addressed to Munirih Khanum, ‘Abdu’l-Baha ad-
vises that if in the andarun women related something about
some person, the hearer should observe complete silence, en-
gage in communion with the True One and say that the re-
membrance of God is best.]
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AB12090

Most esteemed one! His Honor, the respected Khalil Bey has K, Jo dbie (o )5 o (-.L'é\ oslas
now arrived. We await your august presence, together with . sl Sos By s a2 s
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AB11265

To: to HC.W.

You must do a little better. The better you do, the better it is.
The wife must endure the husband and she must hold to every
means to please the husband. The anxieties of a man are great
and woman must sympathize; she must endure conditions.
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AB11241

To: Ahdiyyih, Muhammad Husayn son of Mulla Shafi Nayrizi et al.

My Lord and my Hope! These servants and handmaidens & Kbl , S Vs o Alay ; 3
of Thine have turned in supplication to the Kingdom of Thy I \jp;.zs P &::otev O Se \,\;\;
mercy and have implored the Realm of Thy oneness. O Lord!  _slly| Je (’4’9‘1” :,, 3 &\ 3H Sy
Adorn them with the raiment of Thy favors and crown them . I Jadl LK .

with the diadems of grace and bounty. Verily, Thou art the - 7 ) ',re".jj
Generous, the Merciful, the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. oLl ) b | ﬂﬂ‘
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ABI11153

ABU3270

Words to a friend of Mrs. Struven

When ‘Abdu’l-Baha writes tablets, he is calling the souls to a
station which they are potentially able to attain. It does not
mean that they have attained that station at the time of the
writing.

SW_ v09#05 p.062

ABU3267

Words to Albert Vail

We do not oppose the religion of anyone. We act in accordance
with the Gospel. But we must also act in accordance with the
teachings of Baha'u’llah. They are-the oneness of the world
of humanity, independent investigation of truth, abandonment
of prejudice, universal peace, etc. You must act in accordance
with these teachings.

SW_ v13#09 p.218

AB11153

To: Al Akbar Khan

O thou servant in harmony with the Abha Beauty! Through
this title, which is the essence of reward on the Day of Return,
glory and pride thyself amongst the concourse of creation. By
God, the True One! Verily, servitude unto Him taketh prece-
dence over sovereignty of both worlds.
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AB11156

AB11195

To: Agqa Ahmad

O Ahmad, O thou who gazest upon God! Give thanks that
thou hast a father whose face is illumined with the fire of the
love of God, and a mother whose eyes are shut to all save the
Truth, and kindred and family who have rent their garments
in their love for Baha. The Glory of God rest upon thee.
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AB11167

To: Bahram Dinyar et al.

O Thou Incomparable One! Guide these souls to the straight
path, make them aware of the hidden mystery and the guarded
secret, and in Thy pathway make them free from stranger and
friend. Thou art the Giver, the Bestower, the Kind.
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AB11156

To: Bahram Son Of Marzban et al.

O Lord of Bounty! Grant these lowly servants shelter at Thy
threshold and free them from stranger and kin alike. Make
them precious dwellers of the highest paradise and bestow upon
them sweet fulfillment. Make the living ones free spirits, and
give order and peace to those who sleep in the silent realm,
beneath Thy protection. Thou art the Ever-Forgiving, the All-
Merciful.
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ABI11231

AB11200

To: Baygum Sahib Abdu’l-Azimi

Be confident in the favours of God, and the greatest means
of attaining the confirmations of the Abha Kingdom is the
endurance by women of tribulations and sufferings. Render
praise to God.
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AB11226

To: Edward B Kinney

O Divine Providence! Enable me to be firm in Thy Cause and,
through Thy tests, make me steadfast in Thy love. Immerse
me in the ocean of Thy favours. Thou art the Giver and the
Kind.
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AB11231

To: Gul-Surkh Khanum Imami Azami (Faizih)

Mr. Dell has requested me to write a few words to you. Praise
be to God, in this city I am in the utmost joy and fragrance
among my loved ones.

w5 el el dIs s Ol
BRI PR IR VLU o
FLb g 5 0y ey e

MKT6.195a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 312


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v017/?page=185
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA7/ma7-147.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/SWA2/swa2-19.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MMA/mma-120.html
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/ab/MA6/ma6-195.html

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABI11136

AB11230

To: Haji Mirza Husayn

We had wanted to summon you, Haji Mirza Husayn, but seri-
ous obstacles arose. It is not advisable for you yourself to come.
Deliver the enclosed letter to the esteemed learned scholar. If
they have any questions, they may write from Tehran.
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AB12769

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi

Convey to the honored mother, the near handmaiden of God,
on behalf of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, the Most Glorious and Most Won-
drous greetings. Blessed is she who existed in the Day of the
Manifestation of the Ancient Beauty, heard the divine call, and
attained to faith and certitude.
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AB11136

To: Khadijih mother of Diya

O handmaid of God, Khadijih, mother of Diya’! O handmaid
of God! Be thou happy, joyous, delighted and attracted, for
in this divine Dispensation thou hast become intoxicated with
the cup of the All-Merciful from afar and art full of fervor and
enthusiasm.
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ABI11138

AB11210

To: Louise Waite

O thou who art rejoicing with the glad tidings of God!

Verily the Song of the Covenant of most eloquent phrase and
of most wonderful melody was received. And the maidservants
of the Merciful are singing it in the great assemblages and are
rejoicing in these harmonies. Blessed and blessed art thou.
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AB11193

To: Mihraban

O kindly one! This is the hour for the dawning of love in heart
and soul, and the moment for communion with the heavenly
herald. There is no opportunity for a detailed writing. Arise
thou in servitude to the Threshold of Baha, even as ‘Abdu’l-
Baha hath arisen, with utter self-effacement, nothingness, and
evanescence.

5 Cedle 5 ds 5 e ysek C85 0L
Jade 52 o p Ol By b a2 [
JE w4 sllae O sle OtMTg:/:JxP 4 &

el 1Sy i it

YARP2.217 p.201

AB11138

To: Mirza Mihdi son of Malikul-Mutikalimin

O wanderer from home, your letter was received and its con-
tents made known that you are distressed due to severe hard-
ship. You are right - exile is full of affliction...

Hafiz has said:

“These bitter days, more bitter than poison, shall pass; Once
again days sweet as sugar shall come.”...
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AB11248

AB12017

To: Mirza Muhammad Hasan Adib

O educator in the divine school! This is written in utmost
physical weakness. Settle these accounts with Aqa Azizu’llah
in such a way that it becomes a cause of dignity for the Cause
of God among both the friends and strangers. A.A.
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AB11252

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi

O my honored loved one! I have learned the contents of your
letter...

As for breaking with that man and separation, it would veil
him from grace, and God would deal with him with justice. O
God! Deal with us through Thy grace, not Thy justice! And
since the sand grouse, if left alone, would sleep, it behooveth
you to be patient with him and not abandon him....
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AB11248

To: Munirih Khanum

O Amata’l-Baha! Apparently, thou hast decided to go to
Egypt. For the time being, thou wilt explore a new place and
wilt be the cause of joy and happiness to the handmaids in that
land. I hope from the bounty and favour of the Blessed Beauty
that thou wilt return feeling completely well and happy.
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ABI11126

AB11214

To: Nush Shahriyar (Pilgrim)

O Kind Lord! He seeketh youth in the world of life, gladness
and success in this world and the eternal world. He hopeth
that Thou wilt not disappoint him, but rather favor him and
make his affairs prosper.
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AB11251

To: Rugiyyih (Ishqabad)

O handmaiden of God, the All-Possessing, the Self-Subsisting!
Your tribulations in the path of the Beloved are known and
evident, and this is through the grace and bounty of the All-
Loving Lord that He honors His handmaiden by enabling her
to bear trials in His path. This is of God’s grace which He
bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth.
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AB11126

To: Shaykh Muhammad et al.

...O Thou Who art free from every need! Praise be unto Thee,
for Thou hast guided these wanderers to the highway of guid-
ance, led these thirsty ones to the spring of bounty, and granted
these helpless ones shelter beneath the shade of Thy Divine
Word. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful.
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AB11124

AB11260

To: Siyyid Hashim son of Ali Nagi

O Hashim! I beseech God that thou mayest grow and develop
beneath the blessed Tree and stand so firm that, like unto a
graceful cypress, thou mayest walk with a stately gait in the
garden of the love of God.
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AB11132

To: Taj Bagum

O handmaiden of God! Beseech God that thou mayest arise
among the handmaidens of God with such attraction and en-
thusiasm that through the warmth of the love of God thou
mayest make the gathering place a brazier of fire.
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AB11124

If thou didst know how the light of the Concourse on High
hath shed its radiance upon the hearts of the handmaidens,
thou wouldst surely make thyself a flame of the love of God
and a gleaming ray of the knowledge of God. Praise be to thy
Lord that thou hast been confirmed with this bounty. And
upon thee be the Glory.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11134

AB11128

My God, my God! Send down upon Thy servants that which
will unite their hearts in Thy Cause and make them follow Thy
laws and Thy religion. Aid them, O my God, to do that which
Thou willest, and grant them success in Thy service. O Lord!
Leave them not to themselves. Adorn them with the light of
Thy guidance and Thy knowledge, and quicken their hearts
with Thy love. Verily, Thou art the Helper, the Sustainer.
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AB11129

O God! If my servitude at the Threshold of Thy Oneness
is accepted, Thou art the Gracious: mine is Thy most great
bounty and supreme mercy. If my servitude and feebleness are
rejected, Thou art the Just: mine is grief and chastisement.
Thou art the All-Possessing, the Merciful, and Thou art the
Compassionate, the Beneficent. Thy grace beseemeth Thy Di-
vinity and is preferable to Thy justice.

g 4l Uy e ) o655
b oy 5 K Gﬁw@fgv&ﬂ
8w e 4 sy F2 5 (S K
£ OO I -GOR- I
s e 5 553V aia g Jmb uibis

MJT.073a

AB11134

O handmaiden of God who art drawn nigh! I hope that
through the favors of the Desired One, He may cause thee to
succeed in service at the Sacred Threshold of the Kingdom,
and may so consume thee with the fire of the love of God that
thou mayest become wholly devoted and effaced in the Cause
of God. Upon thee be greetings and praise.
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AB11169

AB11143

He is God! O servant of the Sacred Threshold! The letter
in response to the correspondence from the Lahay community
was sent....

The Quran was confined to the scribes of revelation for twenty-
six years; it was disseminated during the time of the Caliphs,
and even then it was limited to a few copies.
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AB11166

O servants of the Abha Beauty and nightingales of the rose-
garden of the love of God! Ye are the manifestations of God’s
blessings and His bounty, and are under the glances of the All-
Glorious Lord. Ye are beloved and accepted servants at His
door. It is incumbent to offer praises.
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AB11169

O peerless Lord! Make these souls radiant from head to toe,
make their hearts merciful, and their spirits heavenly, so that
in all degrees they may arise to do what befits this mighty Day
and become successful in attaining Thy good-pleasure.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABI11176

AB11171

O pearl of the ocean of God’s love! Every sea hath its coral,
and every shell its pearl. In the ocean of divine love, its pearls
are the hearts of true friends and spiritual companions. Strive
thou, then, to become a precious and hidden pearl, and a con-
cealed and glowing gem.
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AB11175

He is the All-Desired One sgadll g

O Lord! O Lord! This is Thy servant who hath clung to the
cord of Thy mercy, who hath stood within the garden of Thy
oneness, and who hath responded to the call of the Dayspring
of Thy mercy. O Lord! Make his feet firm upon the straight
path, give him to drink from the Tasneem spring, and teach
him from the mysteries of Thy perspicuous Book.
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AB11176

O Thou peerless Lord! Make Thou this bird of the Realms
above that winged its flight unto the kingdom of Thy sanctity
and hath sought refuge at the Threshold of Thy Divine Unity,
an angel in the garden of forgiveness, and let it sing the ten-
der melodies of Thy Oneness in the meadow of Truth, in the
paradise of Thy Singleness, and in the rose-bush of Thy mercy.
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ABI11185

AB11177

O Lord! This is a servant who has believed in Thee and in
Thy verses, who has acknowledged Thy oneness and confessed
Thy singleness, who has forgotten himself and the world, and
is detached from all else save Thee. O Lord! Make him a guide
and one who is guided, and a light shining brightly with the
lights of Thy countenance. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful,
the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the All-Wise.
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AB11178

O Merciful One! O Compassionate One! Bestow a heart like
a pure and delicate mirror, that it may become illumined and
radiant with the lights of Thy love, and inspire it with spiritual
and divine intimations, that the world of existence may appear
as the highest paradise.
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O man of the arena! This is the time for ball and mallet, the
hour for charging steeds and gallant display. Shouldst thou
carry off the ball from this field, thou shalt become a Rustam
of Zabulistan, a Nariman of Persia, a roaring lion and a raging
elephant. This is the arena of divine knowledge, and this the
plain of utterance. Therefore, with pure speech and through
the power of the Holy Spirit, unloose thy tongue, and guide
the thirsty unto the clear wellspring of the Kingdom of Abha.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11219

AB11194

O thou true believer! The reality of man is a niche of light
and a glass of revelation. When this reality gaineth freshness,
beauty and purity; the effulgence of the lamp of divine guid-
ance and the gracefulness and purity of the glass of capacity
are interconnected and the truth of “Light upon Light” will be
manifest and recognised.
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AB11198

O dear companion! Deliver and send the enclosed letters. You
are ever before My sight. Convey to all the Most Great, Most
Wondrous Greetings. A basket of oranges has been sent. When
the friends gather in the evening, present them to the loved
ones and convey my respectful and longing greetings.
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AB11219

O thou who art holding fast to the Sure Handle! The family
of one who was martyred in the path of God are proceeding to
and returning from Mazandaran. All must show them consid-
eration and respect, for they have endured many afflictions in
the divine path. And upon thee be the glory!
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AB11236

AB11232

Dear companion, telegram number 30 arrived. There is a letter
to the Qa’im-Magam in this post - please confirm receipt upon
arrival. Also if you have not received the receipt for the rings
and tablecloths, request them so we can send them. And upon
you be the Most Glorious Glory.
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AB11234

Convey My yearning, most wondrous and most glorious greet-
ings to his honor Samandar, the kindled fire. Night and day I
am not free from remembrance and thoughts of him.

His honor Aga Muhammad-Javad Farhad is mentioned in the
sanctified Kingdom of the Desired One by the tongue of the
Supreme Concourse.
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AB11236

My true friend ‘Ali-Akbar, like unto an illumined candle, hath
graced the gathering of the friends, his countenance radiant, his
eyes perceiving, his words joy-inducing. Verily, he is spiritual,
merciful, and holy. With every breath he would remember you
and gladden our hearts. And the glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11240

AB11237

O spiritual friend! In this moment, as I became occupied with
thy remembrance, I was set ablaze with the fire of love. My
heart burned, yet the thirsty heart was not quenched. The
spirit was renewed and divine confirmations were obtained.
The remembrance of loved ones is the cause of joy and de-
light, and the mention of friends is like the fragrance of a rose
garden. May my Lord make thee successful.
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AB11239

My Lord! Sanctify my hem from all that is unworthy of Thy
sanctification and glorification, and clothe me with the raiment
of detachment in the kingdom of creation, and make my heart
the horizon of the lights of Thy knowledge and the dawning-
place of the revelations of Thy tender mercy. Verily, Thou art
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.
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AB11240

O my Lord and my Hope! 1 beseech Thee by Thy all-
encompassing sovereignty which holdeth sway over all created
things, to aid Thy servants in every direction, to quicken their
hearts through Thy divine breathings, to revive their souls
through Thy gentle breezes, to give them to drink from the
cup of everlasting life, and to preserve them in the ark of
salvation. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Bestower.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11245

AB11242

The universe itself beareth witness that thy Lord is the All-
Bountiful towards His servants, and among His names are the
All-Merciful, the Ever-Merciful. Be thou therefore at peace
through the grace of thy Lord, and be thou assured of the
gift of His Ancient Beauty. This is a true tidings - be thou a
witness unto all things.
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AB11243

His word, may my spirit be a sacrifice for Him: Convey most
wondrous and glorious greetings to the maidservant of God, the
attracted one, Fa’izih. I beseech God to assist her in serving
the Cause of God and guiding other maidservants. Verily my
Lord is bountiful in His bestowals and He is powerful over all
things.
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AB11245

This is a reflection that portrays for you the state of one im-
prisoned in the path of God under chains and fetters, while
he is immersed in the ocean of contentment, surrendering all
affairs to God in every matter and seeking the good-pleasure
of his Most Exalted Lord in the severest of trials.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11264

AB11247

To be typed. DUR4.661

AB11263

The Judgment of God hath come; respond ye, respond ye unto
the call of God!

Hearken ye, hearken ye to the Melodies of God! Inhale ye the
Fragrances of God!

Be illumined, be illumined with the lights of the Face of
Baha’u’llah!

The promises of the Prophets have already been fulfilled, the
prophecies of the Messengers realized; the Day of Judgment
hath come, and mankind hath stood before the LORD of the
creatures!
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AB11264

Today the greatness of the believers of God depends upon de-
livering the Cause of God, diffusing the fragrances of God,
self-sacrifice in the love of Baha'u’llah, and attainment to at-
traction, love, knowledge and wisdom. This door is open before
the face of everyone and this arena is spacious for the skill of
all. Everyone must think of this alone, and know that success
and prosperity depend upon it.

SW__v074#10 p.098
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AB11282

AB11270

The Kingdom of God is possessed of limitless potency. Au-
dacious must be the army of life if the confirming aid of that
Kingdom is to be repeatedly vouchsafed unto it. Vast is the
arena, and the time ripe to spur on the charger within it. Now
is the time to reveal the force of one’s strength, the stoutness
of one’s heart and the might of one’s soul.

TDH#046.4, COC#1683x

AB11278

God maketh no distinction between the white and the black.
If the hearts are pure both are acceptable unto Him. God is
no respecter of persons on account of either color or race. All
colors are acceptable unto Him, be they white, black, or yellow.
Inasmuch as all were created in the image of God, we must
bring ourselves to realize that all embody divine possibilities.

ADJ.037bx, LOG#1794x

AB11282

O thou who art athirst for the Water of Life! This manifest
book is the fountainhead of the Water of Life Eternal. Drink so
much as thou art able from the fountain of the Living Water!

O thou who art seeking after Knowledge! Immerse thyself in
the ocean of the explanation of the Beauty of the Merciful, so
that thou mayest gather the pearls.

SW__ v14#05 p.124, BSTW+#044
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AB11287

AB11283

There are before you so many temptations, trials, afflictions,
calamities and difficulties because you have to be purified
through fire and sifted through the sieve in order to separate
the wheat from the tares. Verily, I say unto you: none will
be saved but the believers, and from the believers only the
sincere, and even those are in great danger, especially in such
a time.

Consider ye! What calumny, slander, cruelty and oppression
were brought down upon the Apostles by the Israelites for the
sake of faith and assurance. They extended the hands of pillage,
they persecuted and tortured those sanctified souls. Therefore,
there is no doubt but that you will become afflicted with trial,

calamity and oppression in the Path of the Beauty of Abha.

But these trials are the essence of bestowal, and pure bounty,

and the proofs of your acceptance at the Threshold of Oneness.

Consequently, when the fire of trials is lighted, celebrate ye in
joy, dance with overflowing emotions, rejoicing that, praise be
to God, you have become the target of contempt in the Path
of the Beauty of Abha, and are hated by the people of passion
and desire!

BSC.443 #808

AB11287

O thou endued with the Spirit of Life! The call of God hath
proved the very life of the universe, and the animating spirit
of mankind. Behold! How it hath vivified the heart of man,
and stirred the conscience of the world! Erelong its signs shall
be made manifest, and the fast asleep shall be awakened.

SW__v14#01 p.019, BP1926.027
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AB11298

AB11291

The Call of God when raised, breathed a new life into the body
of mankind, and infused a new spirit into the whole creation.
It is for this reason that the world hath been moved to its
depths, and the hearts and consciences of men been quickened.
Erelong the evidences of this regeneration will be revealed, and
the fast asleep will be awakened.

WOB.169x

AB11292

In the world of being the meeting is blessed when the white
and colored races meet together with infinite spiritual love and
heavenly harmony. When such meetings are established, and
the participants associate with each other with perfect love,
unity and kindness, the angels of the Kingdom praise them,
and the Beauty of Baha'u’llah addresseth them, ‘Blessed are
ye! Blessed are ye!

ADJ.038-039x, SW_ v12#05 p.103

AB11298

Absolute equality amongst men: this would be impossible.
There is needed some organization which will bring about an
order in this disorder. Absolute equality is a mere dream and
impracticable. If absolute equality existed the whole order of
the world would be destroyed. In mankind there is always a
difference in degree... There must be degrees in the organiza-
tion.

SW_v13#12 p.323
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ABI11311

AB11305

The full measure of your success is as yet unrevealed, its sig-
nificance still unapprehended. Ere long ye will, with your own
eyes, witness how brilliantly every one of you, even as a shining
star, will radiate in the firmament of your country the light of
Divine Guidance and will bestow upon its people the glory of
an everlasting life.

WOB.077x

AB11308

O maid-servant of God! Hold fast to the Covenant which
hath emanated from the Supreme Pen and which is scintil-
lating with the light of the Orb of the Horizons. Know thou
verily, Baha’u’llah is the promised One in all the Books and
Tablets, and verily, this servant (Abdul-Baha) is the herald of
the Kingdom of God.

SW_ v11#12 p.201

AB11311

The East hath verily been illumined with the light of the King-
dom. Ere long will this same light shed a still greater illumi-
nation upon the West. Then will the hearts of its people be
vivified through the potency of the teachings of God and their
souls be set aglow by the undying fire of His love.

WOB.079x
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ABI12771

AB12758

O thou who art steadfast and endowed with understanding!
The wise define human reason as the ability to discover the
unknown, by means of a sequence of major and minor premises
of known facts, leading to the discovery of intelligible universal
truths. They consider this to be among the greatest bounties
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and distinguishing features of the world of humanity. o & Gl
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AB12770

O thou who art firm in the Covenant! Be not grieved by diffi- ,2e 0532 Fle 5 Sl 3l 0lg 2 b &

culties and troubles, for thou art a partner with ‘Abdu’l-Baha.
Surely thou must have a share from this brimming cup so that
thou mayest perfectly fulfill the right of companionship. Con-
sider the end, not the beginning.
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AB12771

O Lord! Judge concerning one who has shown reverence and
withdrawn and retired without Thy good-pleasure, hoping for
Thy protection and aid and Thy gracious decree. O Lord!
Protect him from hostile people and treat him with grace and
beneficence. Verily, Thou art the All-Merciful.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3176

ABU3149

He called the Center of the Covenant the pivot of misbelief and
considered it the point of negation - God forbid! Regarding
numbers, these ignorant people do not know that any number
can be made to correspond to the Most Beautiful Names [of
God] and other names.
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ABU3170

The most important of all matters in question, and that with
which it is most specially necessary to deal effectively, is the
promotion of education. And no freedom or salvation could be
imagined in the case of any nation which had not progressed
in this greatest and most important point; just as the greatest
cause of degradation and decadency of every nation is bigotry
and ignorance.

SW_ vO7#15 p.137, SW_vO7#15 p.141-142

ABU3176

It is not your work but that of the Holy Spirit which you
breathe forth through the Word. This is a fundamental truth;
when you breathe forth the breath of the Holy Spirit from your
hearts into the world, commerce and politics will take care of
themselves in perfect harmony. All arts and sciences will be-
come revealed and the knowledge of God will be manifested.

SW_ v084#12 p.148
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ABU3180

ABU3179

We know a violator, Abdul-Baha says, as we know a donkey
when we see him, because violation of the Covenant, he says,
has a pungent odor, a pungent smell, a sickening smell, while
firmness in the Covenant has a fragrant odor. We must use
the nostril of the spirit or inhale with the nostrils of the spirit,
then we can distinguish between violation and firmness.

The Lord Christ, two thousand years ago, spoke of the impor-
tance of finding the lost sheep, so that you have even to leave
ninety-nine sheep, in order to go and find the lost lamb, and
the joy is greater in finding the little lost lamb than over the
ninety-nine sheep. This is the truth. But we must know also
that in the divine tests, changes always come; the great among
us have to fall down, and the low ones have to rise. This has
been shown in all the Manifestations of the past. In the Koran
it says that when the great test comes, the high will fall low,
and the low will rise high...

We are all apt to make mistakes. We make mistakes every
day; and to speak about the Covenant and to speak about
violation, is to remind us not to make such mistakes. This is
important to all of us, and we must all be mindful always of
Abdul-Baha’s words, that they have to be obeyed to the letter.
That preserves the unity, and does away with all mistakes.

SW__v09#05 p.062

ABU3180

in like manner, when the sincere purposes and the justice of
the sovereign, the knowledge and perfect political efficiency of
the ministers of state and the ambition and enthusiasm of the
people are all realized at the same time, then indeed, the mil-
lennium of progress and human perfection, the consummation
of the glory and the prosperity of state and nation will become
accomplished.

SW_ v07#15 p.147
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ABU3245

ABU3216

If any soul desires to attain to Knowledge, in the moment when
that desire had mounted to its apex - a teacher will be sent re-
gardless whether that inquiring one is in a cave in the ground
or in any other inaccessible place. The Power of Divine Attrac-
tion will bring this Knowledge to that soul.

BSTW#485(p)

ABU3240

Baha'u’llah established Christ in the East. He has praised
Christ, honored Christ, exalted Him, called Him the Word of
God, the Spirit of God, raised the Name of Christ to supreme
summits of glorification. Throughout the Orient Bahais have
illumined the lamp of Christ and spread His mention.

BSTW#207c

ABU3245

The time will come in the near future when humanity will
become so much more sensitive than at present that the man
of great wealth will not enjoy his luxury, in comparison with the
deplorable poverty about him. He will be forced, for his own
happiness, to expend his wealth to procure better conditions
for the community in which he lives.

SW__ v08#01 p.004-005
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ABU3258

ABU3246

There shall not be any separation among the believers because
Baha’u’llah has appointed the House of Justice to be the au-
thority. In the future many false traditions and untrue state-
menst will appear, but the men of the House of Justice will
with great power stop the mouths of the liars. All difficult
problems must be referred to the House of Justice.

SW_ vI2#18 p.280

ABU3257

Another characteristic of progress consists in the earnest and
sincere development of public education, in the teaching of all
the useful sciences and in encouraging the people to adopt the
modern inventions, in extending the spheres of arts and com-
merce, and endeavoring to induce them to adopt the methods
by which the country may be enriched.

SW__v07#15 p.137

ABU3258

Gradually racial prejudices will be dispelled. There will come
a day when the German will say to the Frenchman, ‘I am a
Frenchman’; and the Frenchman will say, ‘I am a German’. If
the governments should like to wage war the people will not
agree to it... If anyone is in any place he will say, ‘This is my
home’.

SW_ v14#08 p.242
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ABU3269

ABU3260

Be thou resolute and steadfast. When the tree is firmly rooted
it will bear fruit, therefore it is not permitted to be agitated
by any test. Be thou not disheartened! Be thou not discour-
aged! The trials of God are many, but if man remains firm and
steadfast the test itself is a stepping-stone for the progress of
humanity.

SW__v08#19 p.239

ABU3268

All the believers, both men and women, in the West and in the
East, must consider themselves the spreaders of the contents
of these Epistles; so that the rays of the Sun of Truth may ere
long illumine all the continents and islands of the globe, and
the dark clouds of prejudice and ignorance be dispelled.

BSC.548 #991

ABU3269

If a person desires to work for the progress of the world of
humanity he must turn his face to the Kingdom of Abha. That
divine power may then assist him in all his undertakings and
the penetration of the word of God will change this nether
world into the mirror of the realm on high.

SW__v13#06 p.132
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ABU3363

ABU3735

Now, what dost thou desire? Why art thou sorrowful? Be thou
ever happy. Now I will tell thee the essence of service: Share
your time with God. Spend half of the day in search of liveli-
hood, guaranteeing your material life and dignified appearance,
and dedicate the other half in the acquisition of moral virtues
and service at the threshold of God. That is all.
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AHB 133BE #339 p.83

AB11411

To: the Greatest Holy Leaf Bahiyyih Khanum, in Palestine

O my cherished sister! Thou art never absent from my
thoughts. I speak of thee and call thee to mind at all times.
It is my hope that out of God’s favour and grace thou dost
keep safe and well, and dost visit the two Sacred Thresholds
on my behalf....

BHK_2#18x
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ABU3363

I seemed to be standing within a great mosque, in the inmost
shrine, facing the Qiblih, in the place of the Imam himself.
I became aware that a large number of people were flocking
into the mosque. More and yet more crowded in, taking their
places in rows behind Me, until there was a vast multitude.
As T stood T raised loudly the call to prayer. Suddenly the
thought came to Me to go forth from the mosque. When I
found Myself outside I said within Myself: ‘For what reason
came I forth, not having led the prayer? But it matters not;
now that I have uttered the Call to prayer, the vast multitude
will of themselves chant the prayer.

GPB.310x, PAB.002
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AB11345

AB12019

To: Mithaqi, Shaykh Kazim Bunabi (Maraghih) et al.

O Lord! I beseech the Kingdom of Thy mercy to immerse
these servants in the ocean of Thy mercy. Verily, Thou art the
Generous, the Bestower.
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ABU3348

in Haifa

In the world of existence there is no power as efficacious and as
penetrative as the power of love. Military power coerces and
compels men into obedience through unnatural resort to force
and violation, but mankind yield happily and willingly to the
power of love.

SW__v054#10 p.154

AB11345

To: Nawvvab Aqa Kuchak, in Isfahan

O servant of the Court of Oneness! The Supreme Nawwab is
the doorkeeper of the Most Great Threshold - that is to say,
the guardian of the Sanctuary. How excellent are the words: “I
became the master of all creation when I became Thy servant.”
The lordship of both worlds lies in servitude at the threshold
of the Kind Friend....
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AB11394

AB11386

To: Sarah Gertrude Harris, in New York

...As to his honor Mr. Hoar, verily, he is the one who hath
presented himself here, witnessed, heard, comprehended and
became illuminated and enlightened with the light of the Gift
of God....

SW_ v12419 p.311x

AB11391

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumsi, in Port Said

Kindly cease communications with Ustad Muhammad-‘Ali
Banna in Haifa.
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AB11394

To: Siyyid Asadullah Qumi, in Port Said

O Aqa Siyyid Asadu’llah, since your eyesight has declined, your
answer will be sent in two days along with letters to various
places.
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AB11344

AB11364

To: Rida Ishtihardi Burhani, in Qazvin

O My Rida! “Despair not of the mercy of God” is an explicit
verse, and “Be not in despair of God’s mercy” is established.
Therefore, be not grieved with regard to these souls, but have
patience for now.
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AB12772

To: Aga Muhammad Ibrahim, in Qum

His honor Aga Muhammad-Ibrahim: Through the confirma-
tions of the Self-Subsisting Lord in the Kingdom of Abha, we
cherish the hope that from the horizon of that land thou mayest
arise like a radiant star, shining and gleaming with the lights
of divine knowledge.
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AB11344

To: Ardishir Jamshid Farsi Hizari, in Rahmatabad

O servant of God! The monarchs of the world are servants of
the servants of the Truth, and the rich of the earth are destitute
in the presence of the friends, for the friends possess a spiritual
treasure and limitless glory. May thy soul be happy!
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AB11322

AB11320

To: Mirza Musa Hakimbashi, in Tabriz

...Your services at the Holy Threshold are accepted and
beloved, and your stay in that land and establishment of med-
ical practice are most fitting and appreciated. Be confident
in divine grace and bounty, for ere long mighty confirmation
shall reach you....
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AB11407

To: Azizullah Varqa, in Tihran

... That photograph which you mentioned is not the photograph
of the Blessed Beauty. That photograph is of the honored
Kalim, upon him be the Glory of God, and Siyyid Muhammad
and Haji Mirza Ahmad Kashi, which was taken in Istanbul.
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AB11322

To: Mirza Jalal et al., in Tihran

...Beware, beware lest you hurt any heart, break any spirit,
cause any soul pain, make any being sorrowful, or cause anyone
to wither - even if they be your mortal enemy or an oppressor....
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11335

AB11368

To: Mihraban Rustam, in Yazd

O thou enamored of the countenance of the Beloved! Kindli- . 5 cuds 3L Ol (3, clbd &I
ness is goodly, and the fostering of love is winsome and pleasing. & -5 s g5 b Js 2S5 s
Gladden thou thy heart with this fair disposition, for it maketh W dlas S 1y 0K

even the ill-natured to become endowed with goodly traits. I
2.166.5 p.17

AB11378

To: Rustam Iran, in Yazd

O champion of Iran and friend of the loved ones! Courage and e 31 45 5 Cels® Okugs LU (&
valor are attributes of the truthful ones and characteristics , obal leyMe alas 5 Cudlinl
of the servants of the Threshold - meaning to overcome and LS M3y s e ale sy e

subdue the self and passion. v
YARP2.166.4 p.174

AB11335

To: Rustam Mihraban, in Yazd

O loving Rustam! You have kindled a fire - you have ignited Js s siﬁ a3 U:ST ¢ Ob e R
in the heart a flame that knows no extinction and seeks no
cooling, and its blaze is life-giving like the fragrance of a rose
garden.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) ABU3419

AB11355

To: Shahriyar Isfandiyar, in Yazd

O brightly shining lamp! Knowledge, insight, and attentive- — sy, 352 5 Sl 5 SUls Fap it &
ness are the illumination of the world of humanity. Praise be ISPIRAIY § 5 ad el (“c
to God that thou hast received an abundant share of this light. =~ i Tz )
s’f 225
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AB11389

To: Afnan, Mirza Mahmud son of Muhammad Tagi Afnan, in Yazd

O noble branch of the Blessed Tree!... Wi, 5y o C;)\ g A Lrj\

w

...these divine decrees are based on an all-encompassing wis- .. ¢ &K oSe e ;L 5ol )_wm :
dom. The mystery of destiny is a hidden matter, and the w:ﬂ i Ry 0,50 el %

. , .
wisdom of God’s decree is a guarded secret.... ol
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ABU3419

What are the 72 degrees of insanity spoken of by Baha'u’llah?

One is to forfeit possessions, to forfeit estates. One is to forego
name, honor, fame. One is to forsake relatives, station, Et
Cetera, et cetera, (ended Abdul-Baha, laughing). Each one of
these is distinctly insanity.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12777

ABU3446

Words spoken in ’Akka to Aqa Muhammad Rahim

One day the Blessed Beauty observed: “At this very moment
the Tablet to the Czar of Russia is being read; the consul
is asking one of the friends the nature of the request of the
Czar, and he receives the correct answer. His name is Aga
Muhammad-Rahim Isfahani.”

STOB.049 #056

AB11400

To: Ali Akbar (Shiraz)

O Lord! Strengthen, through the holy confirmations of Thy
oneness, all who have turned to the Dawning-Place of Thy
singleness, and open unto him the doors of blessings from all
directions. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.
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AB12777

To: Azizullah Varqa

O son of the martyr! You are ever before My sight. Strive and
make every effort in what was previously written. God willing,
you will be confirmed.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12774

AB11369

To: Grandmother of Ahmad

O handmaid of Baha, the grandmother of Aqa Ahmad! Free-
dom and wisdom are not dependent on youth or old age. There-
fore we beseech God that like tender saplings you may be fresh
and verdant through the breezes of the All-Merciful. ‘Abbas.

Cedlas) 2 & S5 53‘5‘%)35 q
O & USRS ot Skl &
@b ol 5 ey Sl OV

HUV1.046

AB11353

To: Haji Mirza Muhammad Yazdi Alagihband

...O Peerless Beloved! O Incomparable Loved One! Thanks
be unto Thee for having honored and glorified this destitute
wanderer with all Thy favors and bounties, and for having
granted him shelter beneath the extended shade of the Tree of
Life.
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AB12774

To: Husayn son of Nazimul-Hukama

O namesake of the Most Great Beloved, grasp firmly the hem
of the Most Pure One, detach thyself from all else save God,
and find rest beneath the shade of the companionable Tree.
And the Glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11341

AB12776

To: Karbala’i Muhammad Husayn Naraqi

Give glad tidings to the devoted maidservant of God who is
enkindled with the fire of the love of God, through the favors
of the True One, so that she may be joyous and delighted
through the infinite bounty of God.
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AB12773

To: Mirza Aqa Bashir Ilahi (Bashirus-Sultan)

O Bishir, this letter was written fifteen days ago but there was
no opportunity to send it. Now I am in San Francisco and have
not a moment’s rest day or night - in brief, it is resurrection!
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AB11341

To: Mirza Jamal (Sayyah)

O servant of God! Consider thou: when a descendant arises

from the essence of being, the qualities must befit the lineage.

The Mathnavi has said:

“When the rose is gone and the garden laid waste, From where
shall we seek the rose’s scent but from rosewater?”...
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11396

AB11376

To: Mother of Fatimih (Family of Nazimul-Hukama)

O assured leaf! Take firm hold of the hem of the Covenant and
grasp fast to the pledge of the Day-Star of the horizons, that
thou mayest forever witness the effulgences of the favors of the
Lord of the world. The Glory be upon thee.
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AB11347

To: Muhammad Mustafa Baghdadi

Make ye inquiries as to a woman teacher. She must be ex-
tremely modest, even-tempered, forbearing, and well bred, and
she must be expert in the English language....

COC#0611x

AB11396

To: Shaykh Muhammad Ali (Nabil son of Nabil)

O true spiritual friend, please deliver this letter urgently to
Nuri Bey, and if there is a response, send it quickly. And
peace.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11412

AB11367

To: Shoghi Effendi

O Shoghi! According to letters from the Holy Land you are safe
and protected under the shelter of Truth, and this is a cause of
joy. I hope that through the grace of the Blessed Beauty you
may ever be stirred by the breeze from the rose-garden of His
bounty...

spaie o230 OLLA S G 362
D5 e Ul g digan 5 Lsis g oly o
NS polsdal Sl e Sl 5 el

nn.si\{ )‘}A\JJ OJ\}AA g:,:tﬁ O:rg (:“i

AKHA 116BE #01-03 p.51x

AB12057

To: Ulfat, Husayn Attar Yazdi et al.

O Educator of existence! These souls are prostrate in worship
and in utmost supplication before the Kingdom of the visible
world. Therefore, the hope of this servant at Your threshold is
that You be their shelter and refuge.
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AB11412

To: Varqa

...Concerning what you wrote about the honored Khadim, no
one hath the right to speak aught concerning him, and all
must be enkindled with the fire of the love of God. Convey my
greetings to the honored Ruhullah and his brothers. And the
Glory be upon thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11323

AB11395

To: Kashani, Ghulam Ali father of Mihdsi

...He must study every day from morning till noon, so that he
may learn how to read and write. From noon till about sunset
he should acquire a craft. The children must both learn to
read and acquire an art or skill.
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AB11318

Shouldst thou look carefully, thou wouldst perceive before thee
a man in chains and fetters, from whose countenance shineth
the radiance of joy and contentment for that which hath be-
fallen him in the path of love for his All-Glorious Beloved. He
saith: “O my Lord! Increase Thou my tribulations in Thy path,
for they are a healing medicine to my illness, a cooling draught
to my parched lips, and a soothing balm to my anguish. These
chains are necklaces of pure gold and strands of lustrous pearls,
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O Thou Who art my Glory, the All-Merciful!” -oa
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AB11323

O my God! Thou art He Who hast aided Thy sincere servants
to attain Thy good-pleasure. Aid this servant who hath turned
unto Thee to make mention of Thee and to praise Thee.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11333

AB11327

As to the question ye have asked me, know verily that this is
a well-guarded secret. It is even as a gem concealed within
its shell. That it will be revealed is predestined. The time
will come when its light will appear, when its evidences will be
made manifest, and its secrets unraveled.
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AB11328

To be typed.

DUR4.404

AB11329

Commentary on Persian Hidden Word no. 77

This great name is the Greatest Name. The Blessed Beauty is
intended. What we have today are the meanings of two of the
letters of the Greatest Name. They are: B and H.
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AB11333

O handmaiden of God, Shamsiyyih! The light of the love of
God is brighter than the rays of the sun. Every countenance
illumined by that light is the envy of the sun and the object of
the moon’s jealousy.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11385

AB11362

O Lord of Lords! Thy servant Gushtasp became restless in
separation and fell into fever and burning, therefore he took
flight that he might become intimate and confidant with the
holy ones.
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AB11373

O thou who art assured in God! The foundation of meeting
God is belief in the divine verses...for physical nearness hath
no significance. Rather, nearness is identical with faith and
certitude, and purity of intention and assurance are identical
with nearness.
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AB11379

O spiritual friend! Know thou that prayer and obligatory wor-
ship are enjoined and binding, and from no person shall any
excuse be accepted, unless he be of unsound mind, or be af-
flicted by some extraordinary impediment.
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AB11385

O Kind Lord! Preserve this newly-kindled candle in the lamp of
Thy loving-kindness from the whirlwinds of contingent events,
and cause this eagerly-fluttering moth to soar around the lamp
of the horizons. Thou art, verily, the All-Powerful, the All-
Mighty.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11398

AB11387

Commentary on Persian Hidden Word no. 71

This is the Covenant and Testament which the Blessed Beauty
established through the Supreme Pen in the Holy Land under
the shade of the Tree of Anisa and which was promulgated
after the Ascension.
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AB11393

A telegram has arrived from Kashan that the education au-
thorities have closed the Unity School. Glory be to God! They
talk of civilization on their tongues while taking an axe to civ-
ilization’s root. Schools must be opened, not closed.
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AB11398

O herald of God! The region of Tabaristan, and especially
Nur—the blessed homeland, the place illumined by the splen-
dor of Sinai—hath in these days, through the efforts of Nazim,
been stirred into motion. It is hoped that, through thine en-
deavor, this spiritual movement may be brought to completion.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11431

AB11401

O God! O Lord! Ilumine the face of Thy servant who hath
turned toward the direction of Thy mercifulness unto Thy most
glorious Kingdom, and make him a goodly example to the pure
ones, and expand his breast through beholding the Greatest
Sign. Verily, Thou art the Generous, the Bestower.
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AB11405

The light of the love of God is brighter than the rays of the
sun. Every face illumined by that light is the envy of the sun
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O Thou Who hearkens to every call! This servant calleth upon
Thee in the watches of the night and throughout the day. An-
swer his prayer, O Thou Who art the Lord of earth and heaven!
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AB11431

...Strive ye as much as ye can;- so that love and amity may
increase day and by day amongst the believers of God; All of
you may help each other and be ever ready to sacrifice your
lives for each other. This is the quality of the people of Baha.

DAS.1913-09-12, ABIE.309, BLO__ PN#007
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11454

AB11439

Such souls are nothing but pure harm to The Cause of God,
and it is very well that they go out, for the abominable deeds
of such souls are like unto an axe at the root of The Cause.

SW__v04#10 p.174x, BSTW+#131

AB11448

Every proof and prophecy, every manner of evidence, whether
based on reason or on the text of the scriptures and traditions,
are to be regarded as centered in the persons of Baha'u’llah
and the Bab. In them is to be found their complete fulfillment.

WOB.127-128x

AB11451

My thoughts are turned towards you, and my heart leaps
within me at your mention. Could ye know how my soul glows
with your love, so great a happiness would flood your hearts
as to cause you to become enamored with each other.

WOB.077x

AB11454

In these days, the Holy Ones of the Realm of Glory, dwelling in
the all-highest Paradise, yearn to return unto this world, and
be of some service to the Cause of Baha’u’llah and prove their
servitude to the Threshold of Abha Beauty.

BADM.037x, WOB.110-111x, ADJ.047x, SW__v14#03 p.086
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12779

AB11458

Regarding the society of healing of which thou art a member;
when it comes under the protection of this Cause, its power
will be a hundred fold.

BSTW#369b

AB11464

The prestige of the Faith of God has immensely increased. Its
greatness is now manifest. The day is approaching when it will
have cast a tremendous tumult in men’s hearts. Rejoice, there-
fore, O denizens of America, rejoice with exceeding gladness!

WOB.079x, COC#0264x, COC#1532x

AB12778

O Lord! Aid this servant to that which Thou lovest and art
well-pleased with, and to Thy good pleasure in this first life and
to the attainment of Thy bounty in the life to come. ‘Abbas
‘Abbas.
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AB12779

O Lord of verses and Manifestor of clear proofs! I beseech
Thee to shower blessings upon this new company, to expand its

resources, and to open before it the gates of ease and expansion.

Verily, Thou art the Helper, the Almighty.

o5 O Sl Sl glin s SUV ) L
U aeg 5 otk T2 ods o K
S ALA ol ) W iy 1

RPN

INBAS&5:122¢

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 355


http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/docs/vol13/Barstow_351-400.pdf#page=32
http://www.bahai.org/r/181484675
http://bahai-library.com/compilation_opposition#1532
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=124
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v085/?page=124

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) ABU3341

ABU3279
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ABU3330

Every morning when I awoke I praised God there was another
day to serve Him in His prison. Every night I thanked Him
that He had permitted me to serve His Kingdom one more day
in His prison. I was in a Turkish prison forty years but every
day was a day of perfect joy.

SW__v13#05 p.102

ABU3340

It is not the body which feels pain or trouble but the soul. If
we have a pain in our arm the defect is in the body yet it is the
soul which feels the pain and is troubled, not the body, though
the body is the cause of that trouble.

SW_ v084#18 p.230

ABU3341

The most advisable thing, therefore, is to ... discuss “Pure and
sanctified Living”, “Universal Brotherhood”, and the “Philos-
ophy of Universal Religion”. As to the promulgation of Truth,
verily, it is divine and heavenly character, action in accordance
with the Divine and Merciful instructions, and the propagation
among men of lordly behests and exhortations.

SW_ v14#02 p.060
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3344

ABU3342

One night I was so hemmed in by My anxieties that I had no
other recourse than to recite and repeat over and over again
a prayer of the Bab which I had in My possession, the recital
of which greatly calmed Me. The next morning the owner of
the plot himself came to Me, apologized and begged Me to
purchase his property.

GPB.275-276x, VLAB.029

ABU3343

Although Abdu’l-Baha considers himself as a drop, yet this
drop is connected with the Most Great Sea. Although he looks
upon himself as an atom, yet this atom is related to the world-
illuminating Sun. As is said: “The originator of all these voices
is the King himself” or in other words: “It is through his assis-
tance.”

SW_ v08#15 p.211

ABU3344

It was during the closing days of the Blessed Beauty, when
I was engaged in gathering together His papers which were
strewn over the sofa in His writing chamber in Bahji, that He
turned to Me and said: ‘It is of no use to gather them, I must
leave them and flee away. I also have finished My work. I
can do nothing more. Therefore must I leave it, and take My
departure.

GPB.310-311x

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

357


http://www.bahai.org/r/466167473
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VLAB.pdf
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_8/Issue_15
http://www.bahai.org/r/432149072

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3362

ABU3349

The duty of educated men, especially university presidents of
the nation, is this: To teach in the universities and schools
ideas concerning universal peace, so that the student may be
so molded that in after years he may help carry to fruition the
most useful and human issue of mankind.

SW__v15#01 p.037, SW_v16#07 p.600

ABU3361

You can best serve your country if you strive, in your capacity
as a citizen of the world, to assist in the eventual application
of the principle of federalism, underlying the government of
your own country, to the relationships now existing between
the peoples and nations of the world.

ADJ.088x, WOB.037x, VLAB.100

ABU3362

But where thousands are considering these questions, we have
more essential questions. The secrets of the whole economic
question are divine in nature, and are concerned with the world
of the heart and spirit. In the Baha’i teaching this is most
completely explained.

BSC.446.12 #812x, SW_ v13#09 p.231

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

358


https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_15/Issue_1
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_16/Issue_7
http://www.bahai.org/r/454490552
http://www.bahai.org/r/413673867
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/VLAB.pdf
http://bahai-library.com/compilations/bahai.scriptures/
https://bahai.works/Star_of_the_West/Volume_13/Issue_9

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) ABU3449

ABU3425

I have trained Zeenat Khanum, and having confidence in her,
therefore, I sent her to America; also because the daughters
of Hossein Aga are my daughters. Moreover, after this I have
hopes in her that God willing, she will become the ‘Zeenat’
(adornment) of America.

SW__v05#04 p.058

ABU3427

Riches earned by personal effort with divine assistance, in var-
ious trades, agriculture and the arts, and rightly administered,
are justly deserving of praise, forasmuch as if a wise and dis-
cerning man acquires them, they become a ready means of
benefit to the state.

SW_ vO7#15 p.145

ABU3449

A heavy chain was placed about His [Baha'u’llah’s| neck by
which He was chained to five other Babis; these fetters were
locked together by strong, very heavy, bolts and screws. His
clothes were torn to pieces, also His headdress. In this terrible
condition He was kept for four months.

GPB.072x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11486

ABU3497

Words to a woman complaining about her husband, as told by Ruhiyyih Khanum

Lydia, Lydia, you cannot put up with this one man, and I have
to put up with the whole human race.

SUR.236

AB11490

To: Shoghi Effendi, in Haifa

O beloved Shoghi! Your letter was read with utmost joy... Rest i3 55 w Sl 5o W& &b e 358
assured that I will summon you.... Sl = r»\f'- 15 AL Geles ...Jgaf

AKHA 116BE #01-03 p.51x

AB11486

To: Baha’is of Mamagqan et al.

O Beloved of the horizons! Make these illumined souls sweet-  2lu <&gd 31131 30 jal o) BB s
tasting through the sweetness of the cup of Thy love. Thou by Gy b p Blecy el v\;

art the All-Powerful.
MJMJ3.078b, MMG2#010 p.010
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12020

AB11498

To: Lua Getsinger, in Paris

...Know thou that all the promises of Abdul-Baha are true and
his instructions are inspirations of the Holy Spirit and received
as suggestions from Baha’o’llah....

SW__v08#15 p.211x

AB12070

To: Muhammad Ibrahim brother of Ali Akbar, in Qazvin

O noble Khalil! You are ever present in Abdul-Baha’s heart,
and we are constantly mindful of you. Not for a moment have
you been forgotten, nor shall you ever be....

Tae OB s and e s
Seids date 5 ok Els 5 oy
e OA‘)‘} PRA ‘_;“)nbs

YQAZ.211bx

AB12020

To: Ali-Akbar Rawhani Muhibulsultan, in Tihran

O servant of the Truth! Print and distribute everywhere this
letter of Mirza Ahmad.

b 1 aet e BT oael o) G oy )
Ao HLEE) b . 00

INBAT79.048a
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11524

AB11519

To: Tarbiyat School, in Iran

The Tarbiyat School must instruct the children of Jinab-i- |, ;w SE L Ol JUb) il 5 fdu e
Markar, the teacher, with the utmost kindness, for they are  Tji. V.11, 5wl o (3l o L

) ) b 3 - . Y d y g_,:v S
the children of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. v > ("J” * LC)

AHB_ 136BE #02-03 p.90

AB11473

To: Zibandih Thamari, in Iran

Zibandih Khanum, however, received permission to come on
pilgrimage, ‘if it was possible for her to travel with ease’.

LTDT.306x

AB11524

To: Munirih Khanum, in Palestine

O Amata’l-Baha! The luminous page from which the splen-
dours of the light of the Abha Beauty, may My spirit be a
sacrifice for His friends, shone forth has been perused. I render
thanks to the Court of the Greatest Name that praised be God
all have been and continue to be protected under the shadow
of God’s loving care. The news of the well being of the friends
of God and handmaids of the Merciful in ‘Akka and Haifa has
been the cause of utmost joy.

Ask Leticia to come back and offer her a sum that would secure
her agreement. Also, the sum needed for Shoghi Effendi and
Ruhangiz’s school must all be paid by Aqa Mirza Muhsin...

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 362


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LTDT.pdf#page=323

Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11514

Postscript: I wrote to Khanum, I am writing to you as well:
Should major incidental expenses occur, you may every month
obtain up to five Liras from Aqga Mirza Muhsin.

LTDT.344x

ABU3547

Words to Safa Kinney

Abdu’l-Baha, do You know everything? Saffa Kinney is said
to have asked.

No, I do not know everything. But when I need to know some-
thing, it is pictured before Me.

THP.060, BLO__PN#046

AB11501

To: Abu’l-Hasan-i-Ardikani (Haji Amin)

O Jinab-i-Amin! The three hundred pounds that you sent last,
along with the eight hundred pounds telegraphic draft, both
were received.

Aoy sk p A1 8w A (el Ol
ey 33 QLA Ol e dania |

INBA16:209

AB11514

To: Louise Waite

O Lord! Grant that this dearly-loved maidservant of Thine
may proclaim the servitude of Abduil-Baha.

BLO_PT#052.23
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11479

AB11516

To: Louise Waite

Sing in all gatherings of the love and harmony of the beloved
and the maidservants of the Merciful.

BSTW#009, BSTW#023

AB11489

To: Shoghi Effendi

O Shoghi! Beseech God that thou mayest become a brilliant — Okilsy, 2 55 § ol s 5l 358
lamp in the assemblage of the spiritual ones and attain unto Ol ey b s 63 f dlys C\ |

the breaths of the All-Merciful.
AKHA 116BE #01-03 p.50

AB11479

To: Siyyid Yahya Unsi (Palestine)

...It is incumbent upon everyone to seek medical treatment —(y dfus Ko Calie 5 adlag )};L» Ko
and to follow the doctor’s instructions, for this is in compli- ,..lus 3l ‘j\) Col il ) el a2
ance with the divine ordinance, but, in reality, He Who giveth

o i MMK14136 p.153x
healing is God.... <1#136 p.153x

SWAB#136x, LOG#0959x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11491

AB11471

My God, my God! I have placed my trust in Thee and have
committed all affairs unto Thee. Verily Thou art the All-
Bountiful, the Most Generous, and the Most Merciful of the
merciful ones.

S oVl g s Ko K5 Al A
G o) 5 e S dLadl S

HUV2.005

AB11472

As for the matter of your daughter, if they are known and
recognized as Jewish among the people, carry out the law of
the Torah.

o 4 s 0le s §IE s 4088 Ll

Gols 6 g Slyg Sy b AB g me ) gine

KHMT.062x

AB11488

O Sulayman! This is the time of Solomonic grandeur and the
season of spiritual sovereignty, and that servitude at the Sacred
Divine Threshold - this is eternal dominion and everlasting
crown-bearing.

r@;@\d@@b&}d%d\
odae Obl Cusse Oy Gy, el
WG (5l 5 s d\JK, S| A

DRM.019e

AB11491

O Qudsiyyih! Be a sign of sanctification and a banner of holi-
ness, that thou mayest shed abroad upon the world the lights
of true chastity.

Db & by s Gl s Ll b
Gl Ol s o s

DRM.019c¢
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) AB11537

AB11496

O Nuriyyih! When you acquire illumination from the C,J 6>f oie A ys ) e 4y )
divine light, you will become a sign of “light upon light” b Ol 28 M2 5 oo 45 o )5
and a dawning-place of the effulgence of the Sovereign of

. . DRM.019d
Manifestation.

AB11521

Convey to the steadfast and accepted leaf of God, handmaiden &) |3 31 1, 4l Al e 4340 2459
of God Rubabih, from this servant, the Most Wondrous, Most AL EO e g RGPS

Glorious greetings.
MKT6.177a

AB11528

Words regarding the American Baha’is

...equipped and empowered to accomplish that which will
adorn the pages of history, to become the envy of the world,
and be blest in both the East and the West

COF.035x, COF.121x, GPB.254x, GPB.397x, TDH#158.5x

AB11537

The Almighty will no doubt grant you the help of His grace,
will invest you with the tokens of His might, and will endue
your souls with the sustaining power of His holy Spirit.

WOB.077x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11552

AB11542

The rulers of Palestine envied His influence and power. Gover-
nors and mutisarrifs, generals and local officials, would humbly
request the honor of attaining His presence - a request to which
He seldom acceded.

GPB.193x

AB11543

When a gathering of these two races is brought about, that
assemblage will become the magnet of the Concourse on high,
and the confirmation of the Blessed Beauty will surround it.

ADJ.039x

AB11550

The use of the Greatest Name and dependence upon it, cause
the soul to strip itself of the husks of mortality and to step
forth freed, reborn, and new creature...

LOG#0892cx, BNEW#80 suppl Oct 1964 p.2

AB11552

The day is approaching, when ye shall witness how, through
the splendor of the Faith of Baha’u’llah, the West will have
replaced the East, radiating the light of Divine Guidance.

WOB.075x
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB11559

AB11556

Among the miracles which distinguish this sacred Dispensation
is this, that women have evinced a greater boldness than men
when enlisted in the ranks of the Faith.

ADJ.069x

AB11557

Knowledge is love. Study, listen to exhortations, think, try to
understand the wisdom and greatness of God. The soil must
be fertilized before the seed can be sown.

COC#0426x, SW__v204#10 p.314, BLO__ PN#002

AB11558

When the spirit is confirmed and assisted by the confirmation
of the Holy Spirit then it will show its effect in every condition
of the world of existence.

SW_vO7#18 p.177

AB11559

The concise Point, containing all meanings in summary, be-
came differentiated by way of analysis, through the annihila-
tion of its self-identity; thus it became an evident and luminous
meaning.

drs o Chai B Gl dadl ezl O
Y ne Comnslb i) IM2l, IS

RHQM2.1036-1036 (481) (296-297)
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

AB12855

AB11562

...In the estimation of God all men are equal. There is no
distinction or preference for any soul, in the realm of His justice
and equity

ADJ.037bx

AB12782

With utmost longing I mention the honored brother with most
wondrous remembrance. God willing, a special letter will be
sent to him hereafter.

eSKa 63 gl LA I L) ol
Wl oga dmoe AL Olal g

INBAS&5:160b

AB12783

O handmaiden of God! Be at rest through the remembrance
of God, be content through the gift of God, and let your heart
be gladdened through the bounty of God. Verily, the bounty
of thy Lord bestowed upon thee is great, great indeed.

i L o 5 1 ST b il |
Sy i OB Lk e 2
ﬁla;—r:la;‘i.lﬂp

INBA85:459a, BSHI.012

AB12855

Seize thy chance, exert every effort, and pay no heed to matters
that do not yield any fruit.

BRL__ATE#085
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3482

ABU3465

Some of the Prophets had special poets, just as Hassan was
the poet of the Messenger of God. Our poet is Varqa.

AR egaz el by ) gaw
b els sy Ol Al dyw, olt Sl
T

MSBH1.265

ABU3477

The manner of Qurratu’l-Ayn’s martyrdom was that they told
her that the wife of the Prime Minister wished to meet her in
the garden. When she went with them, a servant strangled her
with a kerchief and threw her in the well.

O lagpsl M-”\ o oolli i ossle 1as
Ol 3 L% o) L2 ‘,uw\,x;nam
A

ASAT4.496b

ABU3481

The hoopoe was one who Solomon sent as a messenger and
who achieved the highest degree of fame. It was a weak bird
but became like the mighty Simurgh with magnificent wings.

;b}gwﬁowa{:ﬁwﬁ&ﬁ
Sy o (F o deey O demys Jel

o5 b il ds

AVK2.208.04

ABU3482

Every foundation shall ultimately be destroyed except service
at the threshold of God. Therefore, render such service in the
divine court that you may find your way to the pavilion of the
All-Merciful.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3537

ABU3525

It is most clear and manifest that national affairs will never
revolve around their proper axis until the whole people have
received instruction, and public thought has been directed to
a single end.

SW__vO7#15 p.138, SW_v07#15 p.141, SW_v09#07 p.082

ABU3534

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit changes the small acorn into
an over-shadowing tree and the showers of the heavenly clouds
of mercy transform the black soil into a delectable rose-garden.

SW_ v08#08 p.103

ABU3535

Let us pray to God that the breath of the Holy Spirit may
again give hope and refreshment to the people, awakening in
them a desire to do the Will of God.

SW__v08#08 p.104

ABU3537

Be not grieved if thy circumstances become exacting, and prob-
lems press upon thee from all sides. Verily, thy Lord changeth
grief into joy, hardship into comfort, and affliction into abso-
lute ease.

DAL.093
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3562

ABU3546

...(Under such circumstances) if I should fail to make an effort
to protect you, I should be not only responsible for your injury,
but also guilty of connivance with the enemy.

SW_ v084#12 p.154

ABU3553

Words regarding the Shrine of the Bab

Every stone of that building, every stone of the road leading
to it I have with infinite tears and at tremendous cost, raised
and placed in position

GPB.275x, VLAB.029, COB.224

ABU3561

The withered and faded are refreshed, the joyless becomes
happy, the extinct become enkindled and the lifeless are quick-
ened with the breaths of the Holy Spirit.

SW_ v08#08 p.103

ABU3562

“As the Master says, sorrow is like furrows, the deeper they go
the more plentiful are the fruits we obtain.”

VLAB.128
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII)

ABU3575

ABU3757

The appearance of Rumi and his book, the Masnavi, was like
unto a column erected to buttress a tilting wall, enabling the
dispensation of Islam to extend twelve hundred years.

(Osm) o Joo 55 &?g;_cs)r’ oséb
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KHSHO06.024

AB11602

To: Munirih Khanum

I have been writing so many letters. The time is now run-
ning out and Jinab-i-Husayn Aqa is leaving. Therefore, I write
briefly. I was going to leave with this steamer but circum-
stances made a delay inevitable. Praised be God, the weather
in Beirut has been for some time agreeable. However, if the
means for return were available, I would not have remained.
Right now I feel very well, be assured. Convey My greetings
to everyone.

I do not know in what words I could describe my longing for
my honoured sister. Whatever it may write, my pen falls short.

Convey thou the expressions of My eagerness in whatever lan-
guage thou consider suitable. If means were in place, I would
have definitely moved her to Beirut for a change of climate,
but the means are not available....

LTDT.335, BHK 2#21x
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BHKP 2#21x

ABU3575

By God, I have love for you and I am occupied with thoughts
of you - this is what has effect.
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Vol. 192: Writings of Abdu’l-Baha, undated (part XIII) ABU3594

ABU3593

Children of unbelievers and infidels who die before the age of
responsibility are not punished, because they are under the
favor of God.

SW_ v09409 p.101

AB11590

To: Howard Macnutt, in New York

...We must entirely focus our thoughts upon the diffusion of
the divine light and the building of the heavenly foundation.

SW_ vO7#10 p.098x

AB11603

To: Aunt of Muhammad Tahir et al., in Rafsanjan

...0 Lord! Bestow Thy aid and favor, protection and mercy. S s Oge s ol 5 O Syl
L s o)l
HUV1.019x

ABU3594

Q. Then you do not mean this phenomenal heaven?

A. I mean the heaven from which Christ descended and to
which he ascended—the heaven of divine Will, the heaven of
spirituality.

SW_ v13#06 p.148
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AB11607

AB11573

My God, my God! Through Thy power Thou hast created a
new creation and brought forth and produced a severe age.

Sl Ty Ul Sy Lei 5 41 A
niw\iu\j i); C;JD\J

ASAT2.037

AB11581

Know that whether or not I be on earth, I will always be with

pals L L aed 2L oa e s 571l

you. >4
GPB.309x DWNP_v1#03-4 p.007
AB11605

O God, my God! Bestow upon me a pure heart, like unto a
pearl.

BPRY.029

Lop lae 55 O Blo B8 L8,

HUV1.013

AB11607

...We should do little things as well as great things for the love
of God.

SW__ v14#06 p.167
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AB11611

Words regarding the Muslim divines

...Even as the snow, they will melt away in the July sun.

PDC.147x

ABU3645

Asked, “What is Satan?” He replied: “The insistent self.”

BW_ v13p1187x, VLAB.010x

AB11625

The best food is happiness. Sl g 1 s
SOMBH..200 HKD.270
ABU3623

Words to William Randall (?)

Never talk about God to a man with an empty stomach. Feed
him first.

SW__v114#03 p.043-044, VLAB.105
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ABU3595

Give the message with love and joy to those we meet and leave
the souls to God.

SW_ v13#04 p.090x

ABU3607

The body is the word. The spirit is its meaning. The word
passes. The spirit remains.

SW_ v13#04 p.090x

ABU3751

Religion and science are as two concentric circles that revolve — pw daly f/ o &l ofls s éc FRsE

around one common point, which is reality. el i f/ oy uK
VUJUDEL6L AVK2.129.13x, VUJUD.123.18

Be not grieved on account of poverty for true wealth is surging
and inundating like unto the ocean.

SW__v08#02 p.020
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ABU3624

Truth (the highest truth) is unattainable except through the
favor of the Holy Spirit.

SW__v08#08 p.098

ABU3630

I am a servant and this station I have chosen for myself.

SW_ v08#15 p.210

ABU3608

Religion is an attitude toward God which reflects itself in our
attitude towards men.

SW_ v13#04 p.090x
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Study guide to this volume

This thirteenth and final volume of undated letters, which also concludes the entire series of ‘Abdu’l-
Baha’s collected writings in this compilation, is characterized by a notable condensation: many
of its items are brief, aphoristic, and dense with implication. The volume ranges from compact
formulations of social teaching on race unity and governance to intimate glimpses of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s
love for His sister Bahiyyih Khanum, from philosophical reflections on the soul’s constitution and
its consciousness after death to administrative texts about the legislative structure of the Universal
House of Justice. Throughout, the language is marked by a quality of distillation — as if the
vast body of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s teaching has been reduced to its most essential crystalline forms. The
volume also preserves several items in which ‘Abdu’l-Bahé speaks from within prayer, addressing
God directly, which gives the collection its most intimate register. It is fitting that a corpus devoted
to the theme of servitude closes with the voice of the Servant at prayer.

Race Unity: Color as the Least of All Distinctions

Key Passages

One of the important questions which affect the unity and the solidarity of mankind
is the fellowship and equality of the white and colored races. Between these two races
certain points of agreement and points of distinction exist which warrant just and mutual
consideration. The points of contact are many: in this country, the United States of
America, patriotism is common to both races; all have equal rights to citizenship, speak
one language, receive the blessings of the same civilization, and follow the precepts of
the same religion. In fact numerous points of partnership and agreement exist between
the two races, whereas the one point of distinction is that of color. Shall this, the least
of all distinctions, be allowed to separate you as races and individuals? = — AB09729

The moment that He Who is the Day-Star of the world shone forth above the East
and the West, the differences and distinctions separating the Turks from the Tajiks, the
French from the Belgians, the Persians from the Americans, and the Asians from the
Africans were obliterated and abolished, and the call of the oneness of mankind rang
out like a cannon shot. Thus, thou dost behold the East and the West in close embrace,

and dost witness how the Occident and the Orient are attracted like unto two lovers.—
AB09925
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Context for Study

The two passages in this section present ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s race teaching from two complementary
angles. AB09729 proceeds empirically: it surveys the multiple points of common ground between
Black and white Americans — shared citizenship, shared language, shared civilization, shared
religion — and then poses the rhetorical question that contains its own answer: shall color, “the least
of all distinctions,” be allowed to override everything held in common? The argument is structurally
elegant: it establishes a hierarchy of social bonds (civic, linguistic, civilizational, religious) and
places racial color at the very bottom of the scale of significance. This is a direct challenge to the
racial ideologies of the early twentieth century, which placed race at the apex of human identity.
In Pauline terms (Galatians 3:28), the new community in Christ obliterates the distinction of Jew
and Greek, slave and free, male and female; ‘Abdu’l-Baha makes the equivalent claim for the new
community in Bahdw’llah. AB09925 operates at the cosmic level: the advent of Bahd'u’lldh is the
event that “obliterated and abolished” all separating distinctions, and this obliteration is described
as happening with the explosive speed and force of a “cannon shot.” The list of paired groups across
the Eurasian world — Turks and Tajiks, French and Belgians, Persians and Americans, Asians and
Africans — suggests a geography of division that is simultaneously dissolved by a single moment of
divine disclosure. The lovers-embracing metaphor, which appeared in an earlier volume in a more
intimate context, here takes on its widest civilizational application.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé describes color as “the least of all distinctions.” From within a tradition of
structural racism in which color has organized entire legal and economic systems, how might
this claim function both as a critique of ideology and as a spiritual truth that must be
distinguished from a denial of experienced reality?

2. The argument in AB09729 proceeds from shared civic bonds to challenge racial division. How
does this compare with the arguments for racial equality advanced by contemporaries such
as W.E.B. Du Bois, who placed cultural solidarity alongside civic solidarity?

3. The “cannon shot” image for the proclamation of human oneness is a martial metaphor
for a peace-making claim. What does the choice of this image reveal about ‘Abdu’l-Bah&’s
understanding of the force with which Baha’u’llah’s revelation entered history?

4. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s list of divided peoples in AB09925 — Turks, Tajiks, French, Bel-
gians, Persians, Americans, Asians, Africans — illuminate the historical moment of its com-
position? Which divisions were most urgent in that moment, and which has history since
created?

5. Contemporary critical race theory insists that racism is structural as well as attitudinal. How
might ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s teaching that color is “the least of all distinctions” be put in productive
conversation with structural analyses of racial inequality?
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Work, Servitude, and True Freedom

Key Passages

His Holiness Baha’u’llah has even said that occupation and labor are devotion. All
humanity must obtain a livelihood by the sweat of the brow and bodily exertion, at the
same time seeking to lift the burden of others, striving to be a source of comfort to souls
and to facilitate their means of living. This in itself is devotion to God. Bah&d’u’lldh
has thereby encouraged action and stimulated service.

But the energies of the heart must not be attached to these things; the soul must not be
completely occupied with them. Though the mind is busy the heart must be attracted
toward the kingdom of God in order that the virtues of humanity may be attained from
every direction and source. — AB09747

O servant of God! Every servitude is a bond and every worship a fetter, except servitude
at the Divine Threshold, which is freedom. This servitude is a remedy for pain, and
this bondage is a healing balm from the All-Merciful.

True freedom pertains to the heart, not to the body, and true wisdom belongs to the
spirit, not to mere political laws and regulations. — AB12664

O pure soul! The call to servitude rings out like the trumpet blast, and the cry of
bondage resounds throughout East and West.

If thou seekest heavenly sovereignty, pursue servitude at the threshold of the Most
Glorious Beauty, and if thou desirest celestial glory, yearn for bondage at His Court.

This is true dominion in the divine realm; this is true kingship in the domain of the
All-Merciful. — AB10127

Context for Study

The three passages in this section constitute one of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s most sustained and multi-
dimensional meditations on freedom and bondage. AB09747 makes the foundational move: work,
far from being opposed to spiritual life, is itself “devotion.” The Baha’i principle that labor per-
formed in the spirit of service is worship dissolves the traditional boundary between the sacred
and the secular. This resonates with the Protestant doctrine of the “calling” (Beruf) as Luther
developed it — ordinary work sanctified by its orientation toward God and neighbor — but it goes
further by insisting that the inner life remain directed toward the Kingdom even while the hands
are occupied. AB12664 then performs the central paradox of this section: servitude at the Divine
Threshold is freedom, while every other form of servitude is bondage. The social and philosophical
tradition that ‘Abdu’l-Bahé here engages is vast: Epictetus taught that the slave who is philosoph-
ically free is freer than the emperor who is enslaved to passion; Paul declared that the one who
is called as a slave is “a freedman of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:22); Islamic theology insists on
the absolute sovereignty of God before which all human sovereignty is relative. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s
formulation is the most compressed and paradoxical: “true freedom pertains to the heart, not to
the body.” AB10127 transforms the paradox into a proclamation: the call to servitude “rings out
like a trumpet blast,” and sovereignty in the divine realm is attained through bondage at the divine
threshold. This is the theology of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s own name enacted in discourse.
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Questions for Reflection

1. The claim that “occupation and labor are devotion” has profound implications for the spiri-
tuality of ordinary life. How does this compare with Luther’s doctrine of vocation, Benedict’s
ora et labora (pray and work), and the Islamic principle that earning a lawful livelihood is a
religious duty?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 insists that the heart must remain “attracted toward the kingdom of God” even
while the hands are busy. What practices sustain this dual orientation, and where might they
fail under the conditions of modern industrial or professional labor?

3. The paradox that “every servitude is a bond... except servitude at the Divine Threshold,
which is freedom” is a theological claim. What does it mean, philosophically, for one form of
bondage to be liberating? How does it compare with Rousseau’s concept that obedience to a
law one has given oneself is freedom?

4. “True freedom pertains to the heart, not to the body.” How does this principle affect the Bahd’i
response to political oppression and social injustice? Does it risk becoming a spiritualization
of political unfreedom, or does it ground a distinctive form of resistance?

5. The proclamation in AB10127 that servitude produces sovereignty and bondage produces
glory inverts the logic of worldly power. How does this inversion function as a critique of
political ideologies that locate freedom in autonomy, self-determination, or power over others?

The Universal House of Justice: Legislation, Arbitration, and
World Order

Key Passages

All the civic affairs and the legislation of material laws for the increase in needs of the
enlightened humanity belong to the House of Justice. This, the House of Justice, will
be not only a body for the legislation of laws according to the spirit and requirement
of the time, but a broad arbitration for the settlement of all disputes arising between
peoples.

When the Universal House of Justice is organized the members will do their utmost
for the realization of greater cordiality and comity amongst the nations. The laws of
Bahd’u’llah are the unchangeable, organic laws of the Universal House of Justice. They
are the very foundation upon which the structure of additional legislation is built. —
ABU2677

The Universal House of Justice has only the legislative function; the executive power
belongs to the administrative department of government.

At first, National Houses of Justice will be established in every country, and they will
elect in turn members to the Universal House of Justice.

Again I repeat, The House of Justice, whether National or Universal, has only legislative
power, and not executive power. For example, in Europe and America the Parliament or
Congress enact laws, while the Government executes these laws. The House of Justice
cannot fulfil two functions at the same time — legislative and executive. — ABU2678
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Context for Study

These two items are among the most constitutionally precise in the entire undated corpus. ‘Abdu’l-
Baha here sets out a structural theory of world governance that anticipates many features of
international institutions developed in the twentieth century: a universal body with legislative au-
thority, a distinction between legislative and executive functions, a pyramidal electoral structure
(national bodies electing universal members), and an arbitration role for international disputes.
The precision with which ‘Abdu’l-Bahé articulates the separation of powers — the House of Justice
legislates; governments execute — reflects an awareness of the constitutional debates of the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries in Europe and America, where the parliamentary model
was the dominant reference point. At the same time, the foundation of the entire structure is
“the laws of Baha’u’llah,” which are described as “unchangeable, organic laws” on which additional
legislation is built. This is the Baha’i equivalent of natural law doctrine: there is a permanent
stratum of divine legislation that no human legislative body may alter, within which considerable
flexibility for adaptive legislation is permitted. The combination of divine immutability and insti-
tutional flexibility is a sophisticated constitutional theology. Philosophers of law will recognize the
tension between natural law (Aquinas: “an ordinance of reason for the common good, made by the
one who has care of the community, and promulgated”) and legal positivism (Austin: “law is the
command of the sovereign”), and will note that ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s model assigns both elements their
proper place.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 insists on the separation of legislative and executive powers for the House of
Justice. What political philosophy underlies this insistence, and how does it compare with
Montesquieu’s separation of powers and with contemporary international institutional design?

2. The description of the House of Justice as “a broad arbitration for the settlement of all
disputes arising between peoples” anticipates the role of international courts and the UN
Security Council. What does ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s version add, or require, that secular international
institutions have not provided?

3. The laws of Baha’u’llah are described as “the very foundation upon which the structure of
additional legislation is built.” How does this concept of foundational religious law relate to
the concept of natural law in Aquinas, to constitutional entrenchment in liberal democracies,
and to Shari‘ah as a foundation for positive law in Islamic constitutional theory?

4. The pyramidal electoral structure — national Houses electing the universal body — is a
specific theory of democratic representation. How does it compare with the direct demo-
cratic models of ancient Athens, the representative models of modern parliaments, and the
deliberative democratic theory of Habermas?

5. How does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s vision of the Universal House of Justice as a source of “cordiality
and comity amongst the nations” rest on a specific theology of human nature and divine
guidance? What assumptions about human capacity for cooperation does it require?
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Teaching, Attraction, and the Magnetism of the Spirit

Key Passages

Whenever the heart finds attraction, the spirit seeks ecstasy and exultation and turns
itself toward the Kingdom, the confirmation of the Holy Spirit will descend. Thou
wilt be taught and encouraged; thy tongue will be loosened, uttering clear and decisive
explanations.

Therefore, when one has attained to spiritual success and prosperity, material advantage
will not be of much importance.

Consequently, if thou art desiring to become assisted in the service, detach thyself from
the world, and become thou attracted to the merciful fragrances. Seek His remembrance
day and night, discover His path and announce His mystery. Then thou wilt find thyself
in such a condition that thy breath will become effective in every soul. = — AB09759

When the friends do not endeavor to spread the message, they fail to remember God
befittingly, and will not witness the tokens of assistance and confirmation from the
Abhéa Kingdom nor comprehend the divine mysteries. However, when the tongue of
the teacher is engaged in teaching, he will naturally himself be stimulated, will become
a magnet attracting the divine aid and bounty of the Kingdom, and will be like unto
the bird at the hour of dawn, which itself becometh exhilarated by its own singing, its
warbling and its melody. — AB10259

Context for Study

The two passages in this section articulate ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s theory of teaching as a self-reinforcing
spiritual practice. AB09759 establishes the causal chain: attraction, to Holy Spirit’s descent, to
loosened tongue, to effective speech. The teacher’s inner state is not merely a preparation for
teaching; it is the mechanism by which divine confirmation flows. When the heart is genuinely
attracted, the Holy Spirit “will descend” — this is a claim about divine responsiveness to human
spiritual orientation. The promise that “thy breath will become effective in every soul” is bold: not
merely that the teacher will sometimes find words, but that the breath itself (a Sufi figure for divine
inspiration, nafas al-rahmani, the breath of the compassionate Lord) will carry transformative
power. AB10259 adds the paradox of reciprocal stimulation: the teacher is stimulated by the
act of teaching, just as the bird at dawn becomes “exhilarated by its own singing.” This is a
significant psychological observation: the act of articulating spiritual reality deepens the speaker’s
own experience of it. The teacher teaches himself in the act of teaching others; the singer is moved
by his own song. This has resonances with the Socratic method, in which dialogue is the medium of
the teacher’s own philosophical progress, with the Hasidic tradition in which the rebbe’s teaching
is inseparable from his own spiritual engagement, and with the contemporary learning sciences’
findings about the pedagogical value of teaching-to-learn.
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Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha describes the descent of the Holy Spirit as a response to the heart’s attrac-
tion. What theory of divine-human cooperation does this imply? How does it compare with
Aquinas’s teaching on grace as presupposing and perfecting nature?

2. The promise that “thy breath will become effective in every soul” is an extraordinary claim.
What are its limits, and what conditions does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé identify as necessary for this
effectiveness?

3. The bird-at-dawn image in AB10259 presents teaching as self-generating spiritual animation.
How does this compare with the Romantic idea that artistic creation is itself a form of spiritual
experience for the creator, not merely a product for the audience?

4. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé says that those who do not teach “will not witness the tokens of assistance”
and will “not comprehend the divine mysteries.” Is this a conditional threat or a description
of a spiritual law? How might it be distinguished from performance-based spirituality?

5. How does the image of the teacher as a “magnet attracting divine aid and bounty” transform
the usual understanding of teaching as an act of transmission? What does it mean for teaching
to be a receptive as well as an active function?

The Soul’s Consciousness After Death

Key Passages

You have asked whether or not the soul after its ascension will be conscious of the
physical worlds and that which befell it therein. Know that the state of the soul after
death is like awakening from a dream. It will be conscious of all past states. A well-
known tradition declareth: “The people are asleep, and when they pass away, they will
awaken.” It is also stated in the Qur’an: “Thou wast heedless of that; but We have
removed thy veil, and keen is thy sight this day.” — AB09864

The soul, inasmuch as it pertaineth unto the contingent world of earth and nature, and
ruleth and directeth the bodily powers within the temple of man, is designated as the
nafs. Insofar as it apprehendeth intelligible universals, it is called the intellect; and
inasmuch as it journeyeth through the spiritual worlds, it is named the spirit. The soul
is a substance spiritual in its essence, yet corporeal in its operations; and the intellect
is a substance which, both in essence and in operation, is spiritual. — AB12865

Context for Study

The two passages in this section address the soul’s constitution and its condition after physical
death from the perspective of Islamic philosophical psychology. AB09864 begins from a direct
question about posthumous consciousness and responds with one of the most concentrated images
in ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s eschatology: death is like “awakening from a dream.” The figure reverses the
common equation of life with wakefulness and death with sleep — in ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s reading, what
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we call “life” is the dream state, and what we call “death” is the awakening. The Prophetic tradition
“the people are asleep, and when they pass away, they will awaken” gives this figure its Islamic
foundation. The Qur’anic verse confirms it: “Thou wast heedless of that; but We have removed
thy veil, and keen is thy sight this day.” The veil of this world, which limits perception, is removed
at death, and the soul sees clearly. AB12865 is philosophically precise in a different register: it
distinguishes three modes or aspects of the soul — nafs (the soul as it governs the body), intellect
(the soul as it apprehends intelligible universals), and spirit (the soul as it journeys through spiritual
worlds). The distinction follows the tradition of Islamic philosophical psychology from Ibn Sina
(Avicenna) through Mulla Sadra, which used Greek philosophical categories (nous, psyche, pneuma)
transformed by Islamic metaphysics. What is distinctive is the definition: the soul is “spiritual in
its essence, yet corporeal in its operations” — it belongs to the higher world while acting in the
lower.

Questions for Reflection

1. The metaphor of death as awakening from a dream reverses the ordinary valuation of life and
death. What spiritual practices might allow a person to begin, during this life, to experience
the quality of wakefulness that death will bring?

2. ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s teaching that the soul “will be conscious of all past states” after death has
significant implications for questions of justice and accountability. How does it compare with
Christian accounts of the Last Judgment, Buddhist teachings on karmic memory, and Jewish
teachings on the World to Come?

3. The tripartite distinction in AB12865 — nafs, intellect, spirit — mirrors the Platonic tri-
partite soul (appetite, spirit, reason) and the Pauline tripartite of body, soul, and spirit (1
Thessalonians 5:23). What is the relationship between these comparable schemas, and where
does ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s formulation diverge from its predecessors?

4. The statement that the soul is “spiritual in its essence, yet corporeal in its operations” suggests
that matter and spirit are not simply opposed but are related as essence and expression.
How does this compare with Aristotle’s hylomorphism and with Mulla Sadra’s doctrine of
substantial motion?

5. What are the pastoral and ethical implications of believing that the dead remain conscious
and aware? How does this teaching shape Baha’i practices of prayer for the departed, and
how does it compare with Catholic prayers for the dead in purgatory?

Bahiyyih Khanum and the Moth’s Devotion: A Closing Image

Key Passages

Glory be to Thee, my God and my Beloved!

Thy Fire is burning in me, O My Lord, and I feel its glowing in every member of my
weak body. Every organ of my temple declares Thy Power and Thy Might, and every
member testifies that Thou art powerful over all things. By Thy Strength I am strong
to withstand all trials and temptations.
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Make firm Thy Love in my heart, and then I can bear all the swords of the earth.
Verily, every hair of my head says: “Were it not for trials in Thy Path I should not have
appreciated Thy Love!” — AB09726

It is incumbent upon thee, throughout the journey, to be a close, a constant and cheerful
companion to my honoured and distinguished sister.

Unceasingly, with the utmost vigour and devotion, exert thyself, by day and night, to
gladden her blessed heart; for all her days she was denied a moment of tranquillity. She
was astir and restless every hour of her life. Moth-like she circled in adoration round
the undying flame of the Divine Candle, her spirit ablaze and her heart consumed by
the fire of His love. — AB10007

Context for Study

These two passages, drawn from different parts of the volume, converge on the same image: fire
as the medium of divine love. AB09726 is ‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s own prayer, addressed directly to God,
in which the divine fire burns in “every member of my weak body.” The prayer’s vulnerability
is its power: the one who is “weak” becomes strong through the divine fire burning within. The
paradox is the same as Paul’s “when I am weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10), but here
it is embedded in a prayer rather than a theological argument. The final verse — “Were it not
for trials in Thy Path I should not have appreciated Thy Love!” — turns suffering into pedagogy:
tribulation has been the teacher of love. AB10007 describes Bahiyyih Khanum, the Greatest Holy
Leaf and ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s sister, in a single unforgettable figure: “moth-like she circled in adoration
round the undying flame of the Divine Candle.” The image is drawn from the oldest tradition of
Persian Sufi poetry, in which the moth (parvane) that circles the flame and is consumed by it is the
paradigm of the soul that loves God to the point of self-annihilation. In that tradition the moth
is simultaneously destroyed and fulfilled. Bahiyyih Khanum'’s entire life — “denied a moment of
tranquillity,” “astir and restless every hour” — is read through this image of the moth’s circling:
constant, devoted, consuming. That the collection closes with this image of a woman whose love
was without rest seems entirely fitting. The servant’s work is not finished; the moth continues to
circle; the divine flame continues to burn.

Questions for Reflection

1. ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s prayer asserts that every hair of His head testifies that trials are the necessary
medium of love’s appreciation. What does this claim say about the relationship between suf-
fering and spiritual depth? How does it compare with the theology of the cross in Christianity
and with the Sufi teaching that love’s fullness requires the experience of separation?

2. The description of Bahiyyih Khanum as having been “denied a moment of tranquillity” in
her earthly life and yet “astir and restless every hour” in adoration is an image of active
rather than contemplative devotion. How does this compare with the Christian distinction
between the active and contemplative vocations, and with the Bhagavata tradition’s teaching
on devotion as a form of divine frenzy?

3. The moth image in AB10007 is drawn from the great tradition of Persian Sufi poetry — Hafiz,
Rumi, ‘Attar. What does it mean for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé to use this image to describe a specific
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historical woman, rather than a generic mystical soul? How does the specification change the
image’s force?

4. This volume is the last in the entire series of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd’s collected writings. What does it
mean that the collection ends with images of fire, the moth, and the consuming love of God?
What does this suggest about the nature and purpose of the entire corpus?

5. Bahiyyih Khanum outlived ‘Abdu’l-Bahé by more than a decade, guiding the Baha’i commu-
nity through the tumultuous transition after His passing. How does the image of the moth
“circling the undying flame” speak to her role as a custodian of the Covenant during that
period?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

This thirteenth volume of undated letters, the last of the entire series, gathers the great themes of
‘Abdu’l-Bahé’s ministry into a final crystalline form: the oneness of humanity proclaimed with the
force of a cannon shot; work as devotion, servitude as freedom, bondage as sovereignty; a world
legislature governed by divine law and human wisdom; the soul awakening at death to the reality
it glimpsed dimly in life; a woman circling the divine candle in moth-like adoration. The collection
ends as it began: with a servant at prayer, asking God to make firm the fire of love in a weak and
willing body.

Across all thirteen volumes of undated writing, ‘Abdu’l-Baha has written from within captivity to
transform a world. He has addressed the grieving and the powerful, the scholar and the artisan, the
Persian and the American, the believer and the seeker, always with the same voice: alert, warm,
precise, and aflame. The entire corpus is, in its totality, an act of service to the vision of the Most
Great Peace — a vision large enough to embrace all colors, all nations, all stages of the soul’s
journey.

The reader who has traveled through these volumes is invited to carry forward one final question:
What does it mean, in one’s own time and place, to become — like the moth of whom
‘Abdu’l-Bahéa speaks — a soul that circles the undying flame in adoration, “astir and
restless every hour,” consumed by love for that which does not itself consume, until
the fire in oneself and the fire at the center are recognized as one?
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