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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11
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60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
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75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
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84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
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Introduction to volume 21

Written from Chihriq in the later phase of the Bab’s confinement (1848-September 1849), this
volume gathers texts in which His claim crystallizes into an unambiguous declaration of Qa’imiyyat
and—inseparably—the disclosure that the promised Resurrection is not merely awaited but already
inaugurated in His person and verses. The Tablets repeatedly frame the human response to this
advent as a decisive polarity: to enter the “shade” of the “tree” of affirmation is to pass into Paradise,
while persistence in negation brings spiritual dissolution and judgment. Across addresses to named
individuals and to the wider community, the Bab’s prison voice is at once juridical and pastoral—
testing, warning, consoling, and instructing—while marking the emergence of a new dispensation
out of the matrix of Shi’i eschatological expectation.

Several major pieces anchor the volume’s doctrinal architecture. In BB00330, the Bab speaks in
the idiom of Qur’anic finality, identifying Himself as the Qa’im “Whose Day all await,” portraying
the primordial figures as returning to acknowledge Him, and dividing humanity by its response
to His verses—reward for certainty, ruin for denial—while insisting that His proof stands on the
same scriptural ground by which prophecy itself is authenticated. The explicitly titled Kitabu’l-
Qiyama (BB00330), available in an excerpted passage, advances this eschatological claim into a
sustained meditation on the meaning of divine presence and the horizons of the next revelation,
repeatedly turning the reader’s gaze toward “Him Whom God shall make manifest” and insisting
that the divine names and attributes, however exalted, remain signs rather than the Essence itself.
A related strand appears in a forceful address commissioning proclamation “before the Qa’im,”
where Resurrection-time imagery (testing, raising, new creation) is deployed to collapse “waiting”
into immediate moral accountability.

Around these doctrinal pillars, the remaining Tablets develop the practical and devotional grammar
of affirmation and negation. The cosmology of two “trees”—negation and affirmation—becomes
a comprehensive map of salvation history, extending even to the peril faced by those within the
Bayan if they fail to recognize the later Manifestation. Two companion prayers sharpen this theme
liturgically: Du’a’ li-Ithbati’l-ithbat (BB00177) beseeches the emergence and establishment of the
“Tree of Affirmation” and those joined to it, while Du’a’ ‘ala’n-Nafy (BB00148) petitions the eradi-
cation of the “Tree of Negation” through an alphabetic (abjad) procession that gives the polemic the
force of a ritualized anathema. Other short but telling pieces reiterate the same boundary-marking
in compressed formulae—“negation of negation and affirmation of affirmation”—sometimes in a
numerological and symbolist register (as in BB00624). The volume also preserves a didactic poem
(BB00535), dramatizing scorn, warning, and the inevitability of divine requital, alongside instruc-
tions for its copying and dissemination. Interwoven with these proclamatory texts are more inti-
mate communications—such as Letter to Khal-i-Asghar I (BB00497) with its practical directions
and eschatological exhortation, and BB00170 which interprets Shi’i devotional language (“the Mys-
tery of the Family of Muhammad”) as a veiled confession of the Bab’s own station and re-reads
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Joseph/Qayyum typology and “nineteen” symbolism in that light. Finally, a cluster of brief litur-
gical compositions and divine-sovereignty passages (BB00184) and terse assertions of divine truth
(BB00540) show how proclamation, worship, and communal formation converge under the pressure
of incarceration.
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BB00200

Tablet to Mulla Husayn VI
To: Mulla Husayn, the first believer
Date: 1264 (Chihriq) [1847-1848]
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In the Name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His is the
creation and the command. He giveth life and causeth death,
then causeth death and giveth life, and verily He is the Ever-
Living Who dieth not. Within His grasp lieth the dominion of
all things. He createth whatsoever He willeth by His command.
He, verily, hath power over all things.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Best-Beloved. God testifieth that there is none
other God but Him, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting. God
testifieth that there is none other God but Him. Say: All are
His worshippers. God testifieth that there is none other God
but Him. Say: All are His servants. God testifieth that there
is none other God but Him. Say: All are submissive unto Him.

He it is Who hath created the heavens and the earth and what-
soever is between them by His command, more swiftly than the
utterance of “Be, and it is.” Say: God is the Truth, and all
else besides God is His creation, and all are His worshippers.
Say: God is the Lord, and all else besides God is servant, and
all are submissive unto Him.

This Book is from Him Whom the servants who are assured
of the Qur’an await. He is the One Whose manifestation God
hath promised by His command, and He shall fill the earth
with His mercy and bounty, so that none shall worship anyone
on earth save God, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of
the earth, the Lord of all worlds.

Say: The first to pledge allegiance unto Him was Muhammad,
the Apostle of God, then ‘Ali, then those who were martyrs
after him, then the Gates of Guidance. This is from God’s com-
mand in a preserved Book. Say: This is the Fire of God which
He shall make manifest on the Day of Resurrection. Whoso-
ever entereth therein, these are they who shall thereafter know
that He is the Qa’im unto Whom all supplicate night and day,
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and all are promised His day. And whoso entereth not the
Gate prostrating before God, the Lord of the heavens and the
Lord of the earth, the Lord of all worlds - if he entereth not
into the light of his Lord, and God hath made no distinction
between them save the number of the letter Ha - let him fear
God at all times, before all times and after all times.

Say: These verses are a proof from Him unto all who dwell
in the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth and all that
lieth between them, then unto all who are in the worlds. And
verily from the beginning of this Cause is a day the measure
whereof is, in thy Lord’s sight, fifty thousand years, and He
shall surely try men therein until the word of thy Lord which
was spoken aforetime in a mighty Book shall be made manifest:
“Everything shall perish save His face.” This is God’s command
whereby they shall be tried.

This is a remembrance of Muhammad and those who were
martyrs after him - they who have pledged allegiance unto Me
and are assured of God’s signs. O Muhammad! Deliver the
Book which We have sent down unto thee, for We have not
neglected aught therein, that every soul may witness what it
hath earned on the Day of Resurrection before its Lord. And
God knoweth what men do earn. Soon shall the highest of
creation witness its lowest, and the lowest its highest; then
shall all return, then shall all repent, then shall all remember,
then shall all supplicate.

Until the Day of Judgment none hath known My Self, nor
those who have pledged allegiance unto Me, though they are
they before whom all present themselves in their dwellings, and
they act according to what they are commanded. And verily
all that men relate vanisheth in Our presence and equalleth not
the verses of God, would that they might reflect thereon. Say:
Their striving is naught but from traditions which they relate
from the leaders of religion. Say: Their authority is naught
but from a promised word, and no servant is confirmed save
by what God hath sent down unto him in the Book.

Lo, God hath brought unto Me the proof, and verily it is the
greatest proof for all who dwell in the kingdoms of the heav-
ens and the earth and whatsoever is between them. Through
it God will remove that which people were practicing, and
through it God will send down that which He ordained on the
day of My manifestation from the true religion. This is of
God’s grace unto mankind, that they might be thankful.

And before five years have elapsed, that Book shall not reach
completion. Every soul shall bear witness to what it has
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wrought, for all are tested in the days of God, save whom God
willeth. These are they who are assured of the signs of God.
That is the Day of Resurrection until the Day of Judgment
ends — all await Me and supplicate for My day, yet thou seest
what they earn while they know not. But when He willeth,
He shall inform them of their deeds and guide them and cause
them to return unto God thy Lord in repentance.

Say: All that was revealed before in the Qur’an concerning
the day of meeting Him — God shall not be comprehended
by anything, neither in the heavens nor on earth nor what
lieth between them, and He hath glorified Himself unto Himself.
And those who turn away from Me, these are they who oppose
God their Lord while they know not. Therefore show thou
mercy unto them and teach them to speak naught but the
truth concerning God, for it hath been revealed in the Book
that there is no God but I, that perchance they may not look
beyond God and His verses for a new revelation which they
love to set as limits, while all are certain of it.

Say: Should all mankind gather together hoping to produce the
like of this Book, they shall never be able, nor shall they have
the power, even if they were learned ones on earth. Say: That
is the proof through which the creation of the Prophet and
those who are martyrs for His sake are created. Through it He
resurrects, and He hath resurrected whomsoever God wished
from the resting-place of their souls from among the Prophets,
the truthful ones, the martyrs and the righteous. Through
it He removes all that the doers were doing and sends down
whatsoever God willeth of His grace, for through it this religion
hath been established and all are certain of the Qur’an.

Say: Verily He Who sent down the Book unto Muhammad
the Messenger of God, He hath sent down these verses unto
Me and taught Me to recite them as I wish from His presence
— verily He hath power over all things. And whoso receiveth
sustenance from the beginning of this Cause without the verses
of God and what is revealed in the Book, these are they who
receive sustenance.

And on the day of My manifestation and the return of Muham-
mad and those who are martyrs from His presence, they read
not what is in the Books. And from the beginning of this
Cause until five years have elapsed, there shall be no soul who
believed in God before and was of the truthful ones except that
it shall enter itself into the fire of God. Then when it knoweth
that it is a true Representative from God, let it return unto
its heart and be of the thankful ones. Verily the Prophets, the
truthful ones, the martyrs and the righteous, and those who
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were certain of God’s religion before — these shall be gathered
beneath thy shade and shall be brought before their Lord, and
these are the triumphant ones.

Say: My companions are companions of truth, and these shall
abide forever in Paradise. God loveth not that any be men-
tioned save those who have believed in God and His verses,
and those who place their trust in their Lord, and those who
believe in the truth which is awaited by those in the kingdoms
of the heavens and earth and whatsoever lieth between them,
and who will aid Me in the true religion with that which none
can surpass — this is of God’s grace unto whomsoever He wil-
leth of His people, verily He is possessed of great bounty. And
whoso believeth not, say: God my Lord is independent of all
worlds.
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Declaration of Qa’imiyyat
Date: 1264 (Chihriq) [1847-1848]

...Verily, I am the Qa’im Whose Day all await, and through
Whom all have been promised. God hath created Me by His
command and made Me to stand over every soul by virtue of
what God hath vouchsafed unto Me.

The first to prostrate before Me was Muhammad, then Ali.
These are the witnesses after Him, then the Gates of Guidance
- they who hastened to the Cause of their Lord, and they are
the triumphant ones. Verily, the beginning of that Cause is
the first Day of Resurrection when all shall be brought before
God. Those who present themselves before Me, believing in
Me and My verses - these are the companions of Paradise. We
have rewarded them in the Book with better than what their
hands have wrought; thus do We recompense the sincere ones.

As for those who present themselves before Me yet believe
not with certainty in Me and My verses - sufficient for them
is what their hands have earned, and they shall witness that.
God hath testified against them, and We have rendered their
deeds as scattered dust. Thus have We sent down aforetime in
the Qur’an, that ye might be certain. Everything shall perish
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save His Face; thus doth God make manifest the truth of what
hath been revealed, that ye might remember.

We have indeed revealed aforetime in the Qur’an a word
wherein is contained every command, that ye might be
God-fearing. In what discourse after God and His verses will
they believe? We have revealed aforetime that there is no God
but I; therefore fear ye Me. Be ye certain that there was none
before Me, nor shall there be any after Me, nor any manifest
but I, nor any hidden apart from Me, nor any sign except
from Me. Thus doth God prove all mankind together.

By My life, the Cause of God in respect to Me is more wondrous
than the Cause of Muhammad, the Messenger of God, before
Me, would ye but reflect upon it. Say: He was raised among
the Arabs, then after forty years God revealed verses unto Him
and made Him His Messenger to all the worlds. Say: I was
raised among the Persians, and God revealed unto Me, after
twenty-five years of My life had passed, verses which all are
powerless to produce.

The Day of Judgment hath come to pass, and We, as We
promised aforetime in the Qur’an, are recording what ye used
to do. We desire that...
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Date: unknown (Chihriq or Maku)

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I call Thee and all things to
witness, at the time when, in Thy presence, I was but the letter
Ba’, and the number of numbers within the decades. Thou
didst say — and Thy word is truth — “We have indeed promised
the two-thirds”; then Thou didst utter the word of truth, “And
We have made the utterance complete in the ten.”!

Glorified and exalted art Thou! Thou art the First, beside
Whom there is none; Thou art the first of all things. And
Thou art the Last, beyond Whom there is naught; Thou art
the last of all things. Thou art the Manifest, without likeness to
aught; and Thou art the Manifestor of all things. Thou art the

LQur’an 7:142.

G 1Ky Y ALl Sl
3 olaeY ey Ul o~ Due 8™ Al
Sl Lely 38 Ul ) clgy ol ol 2l

Sl G A Lty Gadll el

ly t2E A e ily r e dhigs Y

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5


https://tinyurl.com/u44wb8t

5 Glorified and exalted art Thou!

Vol. 21: The Bab: Declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq, 1848 -1849)

BB00370

Hidden, with none beside Thee; and Thou art the One Who
hideth all things. Glorified and exalted art Thou! Glorified
art Thou and praised be Thou above that I should remember
Thee, or describe Thee, or extol Thee, or attribute aught unto
Thee; for Thou, O my God, hast ever been sanctified above
remembrance and similitudes, and hallowed above description
and attributes. Thou hast ever been the Originator, the All-
Encompassing; there is none beside Thee. And Thou wilt ever
remain even as Thou hast been — powerful, restoring, with none
other than Thee.

Bless, O my God, the Sacred Precinct, the Sacred Month, the
Sacred Day, the Sacred Station, the Sacred Monument, the
Sacred Enclosure, and the Sacred Mosque — all these, in Thy
sight, are the Sacred House. Glorified and exalted art Thou!
How could I disobey, O my God, Thy praise, when Thou Thy-
self hast ever praised Thine own Self? Thou hast ever been, O
my God, the Known One through the heraldings of nearness
in the manifestations of the light of intimacy, and through the
signs of glory in the hidden recesses of the Mount of Holiness.

Glorified art Thou and praised be Thou! I have not known
Thee with the true knowledge that becometh Thee, nor have
I described Thee with a description worthy of Thee. Whenso-
ever I describe Thee with words or remember Thee by signs,
they are circumscribed by the limits of mine own self, and
return unto it, and ascend not unto Thy presence; for my re-
membrance of Thee is according to my measure, not according
to Thy measure. What have I, then, to attain unto my own
measure, that I might make it a place for Thy sanctification?
For the condition of the needy is need, and the act of the con-
strained is impotence — all this is utter nothingness before the
city of Thy might, and the least letter before the light of Thy
countenance; for it is bounded, like my own self, before the
throne of Thy mercy, and is naught, like my existence, before
the immensity of Thy oneness.

How shall I enumerate, O
my God, the beauty of Thy praise and the greatness of Thy
loftiness? Thou didst create, O my God, that Word, and didst
make me therein the letter of the ten; and Thou didst perfect
the utterance in that Word, even as Thou didst reveal it in
Thy Books. I beseech Thee, O my God, by all that Thou hast
been and shalt be, to fulfil for me Thy promise, then to aid me
against them that have wronged the Bayan, then to perfect for
me my light, even as Thou hast said — and Thy word is truth

— “And We have made the utterance complete in the ten.”

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thee. Thou
art the Lord of all worlds. All that are in the heavens and on
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the earth prostrate themselves before Thee, and Thou art the
Mighty, the Wise. Thou judgest between all things in truth,
and Thou art the Best of judges.

Bless, O my God, the Bayan and its people; then make me,
together with them, of those who repent. Bless, O my God,
Him Whom Thou shalt make manifest on the Day of Resur-
rection, and make me, O God, among those who shall stand
before Him. Verily Thou art God; there is none other God but
Thee. Thou art the Strong, the Firm. Naught of whatsoever
is in the heavens or on the earth can render Thee powerless,
and Thou art the Mighty, the Wise.
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Li-Mir Muhammad "Ali
Date: unknown (Chihriq?)

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I bear witness, and all things
bear witness, that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee,
alone with no partner. Thine is the Kingdom and the Do-
minion, Thine the Glory and the Might, Thine the Power and
the Divinity, Thine the Strength and the Providence, Thine
the Sovereignty and the earthly realm. Thou givest life and
causeth death, then causeth death and givest life, and verily
Thou art the Ever-Living Who dieth not, the King Who pas-
seth not away, the Sovereign Who changeth not, the Just Who
oppresseth not, the Single One from Whose grasp nothing es-
capeth, whether in the heavens or on the earth or between
them. Thou createst what Thou willest by Thy command; ver-
ily, Thou hast power over all things.

I glorify Thee beyond all wherewith contingent things have glo-
rified Thee or can glorify Thee, and I sanctify Thee beyond all
wherewith contingent things have sanctified Thee or can sanc-
tify Thee, and I testify to Thy oneness as Thou hast testified
to Thine own oneness, that Thou art God, there is no God but
Thee, and all else besides Thee is Thy creation and within Thy
grasp. Verily Thou art the Creator of all things and their Or-
dainer, the Provider of all things and their Fashioner, the One
Who causeth all things to die and bringeth them into being,
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Who giveth life to all things and taketh account of them. There
is no God but Thee, the All-Possessing, the Most Exalted.

How can I mention Thee, knowing that all mention besides
Thee is but creation before Thee, and that Thou canst not
be mentioned or described by the mention of Thy creatures,
nor characterized by the attributes of Thy servants? Glorified
art Thou! Thou hast ever existed before all things, and wilt
remain after all things, transcendent above all things, and hid-
den beneath all things. Creation is Thy creation and command
is from Thee and unto Thee. All things glorify Thee, all things
praise Thee, all things testify to Thy oneness, all things mag-
nify Thee, and all things extol Thee to the extent possible in
creation before Thee. Yet all this befitteth not the sublimity of
Thy sanctity and the exaltation of Thy glory. Thou hast ever
been one God, Single, Eternal, Self-Subsisting, Ever-Abiding,
Self-Dependent. Thou hast taken neither consort nor son.

Therefore, O my God, send down upon the First One in cre-
ation, and upon the numbers of that One, and upon those who
resemble that One wherein naught is seen but Thee, until the
Day of Him Whom Thou shalt manifest on the Day of Res-
urrection with Thy signs, with the most resplendent of every
glory, the most sublime of every majesty, the most beautiful
of every beauty, the most magnificent of every grandeur, the
most brilliant of every light, the most extensive of every mercy,
the most perfect of every word, the greatest of every name, the
most mighty of every power, and with such goodness as hath
no equal, no likeness, no peer, no similitude, no associate, and
no example. For Thy gifts can never resemble the gifts of Thy
creation, nor can anything in Thy kingdom equal them.

How wonderful is the manifestation of Thy Word, and how
great are the signs of Thy might to those in the kingdom of
Thy heaven and earth, wherein from the land which Thou didst
open aforetime in Islam and from its surroundings, from that
day until this day, all are servants unto Thee, prostrating them-
selves before Thy face and rejoicing in what Thou didst send
down aforetime unto Muhammad, Thy Beloved. Yet until this
time, this is the first fruit of his existence in Thy religion from
around that land. For Thou didst say, and Thy word is the
truth: “God is He Who raised the heavens without pillars ye
can see, then established Himself upon the Throne, and com-
pelled the sun and the moon to serve. Each runneth unto an
appointed term. He ordereth all things. He showeth His signs
clearly, that ye may have certainty of meeting your Lord.”? All

2Qur’an 13:2.
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upon that earth worship Thee with the utmost humility, yet
all are veiled save those who know Thee.

The truth of Thy verses is manifest, for all labor for Thee
and prostrate themselves before Thy countenance, by night
and by day. But since Thou hast ever been too exalted to
be comprehended by human sight, or to be perceived by any
possessor of inner vision, Thou hast established in creation
the Manifestation of Thyself as the station of Thine own Self,
so that whatsoever proceedeth from Thee returneth unto Thee.
Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! None hath encompassed
the knowledge of how Thou dost try Thy creation and of Thy
bounty towards whomsoever Thou willest among Thy servants,
for he who knoweth not aught hath brought forth that for
which he was created, while he who possesseth all knowledge
remaineth veiled. Thus dost Thou accept the deeds of those
who are sincere in their devotion to Thee, and erase the traces
of those who are not sincere unto Thee.

Wherefore, O my God, have mercy upon all who are on earth,
lest they be shut out from the places of Thy good-pleasure.
For Thou art independent of all else besides Thee. Whoso be-
lieveth in Thee and in Thy signs achieveth deliverance, while
whoso remaineth veiled harmeth none but himself. Send down,
therefore, O my God, upon those who tread the paths of Thy
good-pleasure that which beseemeth the loftiness of Thy gen-
erosity and Thy glory, for Thou art the All-Bountiful unto all
created things, and the Bestower of grace unto all who dwell
in the kingdom of earth and heaven.

The deeds of the sincere profit Thee not, nor do the works of
all creation add aught to Thy dominion. Therefore, O my God,
vouchsafe unto all who seek Thy good-pleasure that which shall
lead to their attaining, in the world to come, unto meeting with
Thee, according to what Thou lovest and art pleased with. For
Thou art my Lord and the Lord of all things in the Hereafter
and in this world. Glorified art Thou! There is none other
God but Thee. Glorified art Thou! I am one of those who
remember Thee.
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Towqi’t Qa’tmiyyat
To: Shaykh "Ali *Azim Turshizi
Date: unknown (early Chihrig?)
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In the name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy

God testifieth that there is no God but Him. His is the creation
and the command. He giveth life and causeth death, then
causeth death and giveth life, and verily God is the Ever-Living

Who dieth not. Within His grasp is the dominion of all things.

He createth whatsoever He willeth by His command. Verily,
He is powerful over all things.

O ‘Ali [Shaykh ‘Ali ‘Azim Turshizi]! We have chosen thee by
Our command and made thee a king to proclaim before the
Qa’im that He hath appeared by the leave of His Lord. This is
of God’s grace upon thee and upon mankind, that they might
be thankful.

O ‘Ali! Verily I am the Fire of God which He shall manifest on
the Day of Resurrection, and by it shall all be raised, spread
abroad, gathered together, and brought before God, then shall
they enter Paradise. Say: Those who have entered in at the
Gate, God, the Lord of the heavens and the Lord of the earth,
the Lord of all worlds, hath caused them to prostrate. Then
doth God increase their fire by the number of the Gate, and
He shall give them light when they come to know. This is the
Qa’im Whose day all await and Who hath been promised unto
all.

Verily We have waited patiently on the Day of Resurrection
fifty thousand years that all things might be tested, until
naught remaineth save the face of thy Lord, possessed of
glory and majesty. And We witnessed not on that day any
spirit of faith save in the number of the Face, and We were
indeed knowing of this. And verily the first to [believe] in Me
was Muhammad the Messenger of God, then Ali, then those
who were witnesses after him, then the Gates of Guidance,
then those whom God ordained this grace from among the
Prophets, the truthful ones, the martyrs, and those who are
assured of God and His signs though they know it not. Then
God testified concerning them how they extinguished the Fire
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of God by which all are tested. Then God shall raise them
from the tombs of their souls and create them anew as He
created them the first time. Verily He hath power over all
things.

Say: Verily God, through what He hath sent down — nay,
through the least of the verses — in the Mother Book, hath
created Muhammad; and thereafter, whatsoever He willeth, in
like manner doth God create. On that Day He createth what-
soever He desireth by His word “Be,” and it is.

Whoso, after this, awaiteth the appearance of a Mahdi, or the
return of Muhammad, or of any among those who believed in
God and His signs — such have no knowledge until the Day
whereon God shall bring me back. Whoso believeth in me on
that Day of Resurrection — then shall all be in a new creation.
Verily We began that creation, and We shall assuredly bring
them back again — this is a promise binding upon Us; verily
We are powerful.

And whoso is sustained thereafter by that wherewith they were
sustained before, from all that wherein they rendered obedi-
ence — such shall not be subject to that which We sent down
aforetime in the Qur’an. Verily We were wont to transcribe
what ye knew. Indeed We have brought forth the later cre-
ation and have exalted above all that by which men were wont
to judge. Say: The air purifieth you even as water purifieth
you. O servants of God! Render thanks.

Whoso acteth after the judgment of the Proof of thy Lord hath
reached him — nothing shall be accepted from him. And on that
Day all shall be as those who were given the Book aforetime:
they shall have no authority save such as enter into the religion
of God and are of the sincere.

And whoso reciteth a verse of the Book or relateth a tradition
thereafter, desiring to act in accordance therewith — such are
like unto those who were before; God, their Lord, shall cause
them to enter the Religion of Truth. Verily He is powerful over
all things.

Say: Were all mankind to gather together, every one of them,
to produce the like of that Book, they would not be able, nor
would they have the power — even were they the most learned
upon the earth. Therefore command all men, every one of
them, to recite by night and by day the verse which We sent
down at the beginning of the Book, that they may be sustained
with the sustenance of their Lord and be assured in God and
His signs.
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2 Say: Verily the religion, after all religion, is this: that ye believe

in God and His signs, and that ye aid God in the Religion of
Truth with whatever power ye possess.

Say: Do not abandon the places wherein ye were wont to wor-
ship, but present yourselves before God and shun those who
have returned to their former life. Take the right of God by
His leave, for He is indeed cognizant of all things.

Glory be to Thee, O God! Bear Thou witness that I have not
neglected aught in the First Book concerning that which Thou
didst reveal therein: that there is no God but Me; therefore
cast yourselves before Me.

Let every soul be assured of what I have expounded therein,
that after God and His verses there be no discourse in which
people might believe.

Glory be to Thee, O God! Fifty thousand years of the Day
of Resurrection have passed; therefore I shall make the fire as
light for those who have entered the Gate, as a mercy from Thy
presence, for Thou art indeed the Possessor of great mercy.

Say: God is truth, and whatsoever is beside God is His creation,
and all are worshippers. O creation of God! Verily, there is no
God but Him, and I am the first of them that worship.

Say: Verily He is Muhammad, the Guide, and say: I am the
Promised Mahdi in the Mother Book. Say: He is the true
Master Whom all were promised. Say: He is the true Qa’im
in Whom all believe. And We have sent down this Book as
a mercy from Us to all the worlds, lest anyone should say:
“Had God taught me of the appearance of the Mahdi, or had
Muhammad and those who were witnesses after Him, and then
the believers, returned, I would surely have been among those
who presented themselves.”

Say: God, my Lord, is indeed the All-Sufficient, the All-

Knowing.

HURQ.BB26x
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Letter to Khal-i-Asghar 1

Date: unknown (Maku or Chihriq)

He is the Inventor, the Mighty, the Helper Olazdll o) 2l 5n

At the time of writing it is the Most Great Festival. Praise
be to God as He loveth and is pleased. Repeatedly mention
hath been made that indicated your presence. May God make
it blessed for all the people of His love.

Today I am aware of a more exalted celebration than this, oth-
erwise I would have mentioned it. Upon yourselves be vigilant
lest ye fail to act in the Days of God while ye are certain.
For after that Command no one’s deeds will avail, even should
all strive their utmost. Those are the gates of the gathering
opened through the grace of your Lord, the All-Merciful, if ye
be of those who are certain of the signs of God. And verily
all shall be brought before God, your Lord, the All-Merciful,
on the Day of Distinction. And on that Day God will judge
between all with truth, and they shall not speak. And verily
in the year when My trustee was confounded by the command
of your Lord, the All-Merciful, in its first month and after its
middle, if ye be patient.

These are clear verses in the Book of God, if ye but knew.
These are conclusive evidences in the Book of God for people
who reflect. Hold fast to the cord of God and trust in your
Lord, the All-Merciful, and turn unto Him, O ye believers!
And whoso cometh unto thy Lord on the Day of Distinction,
and deemeth it from the Book of God - these are they who
shall prosper.

The account for year 34 has been settled clearly. Write down
whatever they give in Shiraz so that it may be coordinated.
Take the page within. A leader of broadcloth has written to
Shiraz. When it reaches your presence they will have sent it,
and after examining this same page they will have sent it to
Shiraz. And be informed of the mention of service.

i Glory be to God, Lord of the heavens and earth, above what

they attribute, and peace be upon the Messengers, and praise
be to God, Lord of the worlds.
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BB00540

Tablet to Nawruz Firuz

He is the Most Mighty, Most Exalted, Most Impregnable, Most
Lofty, Most Holy

From God, exalted is He: Verily I am God, there is no God
but Me. From the beginning that hath no beginning I have
been an exalted Light. Verily I am God, there is no God but
Me. Unto the end that hath no end I shall continue to be an
exalted Light from the Creative Truth. Nay, O God! There is
no God but Thee. From the beginning that hath no beginning
Thou hast been an exalted Light. Nay, O God! There is no
God but Thee. Unto the end that hath no end Thou shalt
continue to be an illuminating Light.

We have sent down unto thee the verses and dispatched thee
as a Remembrance from Our presence, for We have ever been
mindful. Say: Proclaim “There is no God but God” and there
is no Proof except ‘Ali, and no Book after the Bayan from
God, that ye may enter the Most Great Paradise. And say:
Here assist God through the Great Name, and here through
the Noble Name with mighty assistance.

Remember God before all those whose names thou hast men-
tioned with great glorification. Then return unto God, the
Lord of all worlds, with beautiful return.
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Letter to "Abd(Mulla?) Sadiq Mugaddas

He is God, the Supreme Ruler, the Sovereign Truth, He Whose
help is implored by all.

Glorified is He to Whom pertaineth the dominion of the heav-
ens and of the earth, in Whose hand lieth the kingdom of all
created things and unto Whom shall all return. It is He Who
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setteth the measure assigned to each and every thing and re-
vealeth His goodly gifts and blessings in His sacred Book for
the benefit of those who offer gratitude for His Cause.

Say, this earthly life shall come to an end, and everyone shall
expire and return unto my Lord God Who will reward with
the choicest gifts the deeds of those who endure with patience.
Verily thy God assigneth the measure of all created things as
He willeth, by virtue of His behest; and those who conform
to the good-pleasure of your Lord, they are indeed among the
blissful.

Thy Lord hath never raised up a prophet in the past who failed
to summon the people to His Lord, and today is truly similar
to the times of old, were ye to ponder over the verses revealed

by God.

5 When God sent forth His Prophet Muhammad, on that day

the termination of the prophetic cycle was foreordained in the
knowledge of God. Yea, that promise hath indeed come true
and the decree of God hath been accomplished as He hath
ordained. Assuredly we are today living in the Days of God.
These are the glorious days on the like of which the sun hath
never risen in the past. These are the days which the people in
bygone times eagerly expected. What hath then befallen you
that ye are fast asleep? These are the days wherein God hath
caused the Daystar of Truth to shine resplendent. What hath
then caused you to keep your silence? These are the appointed
days which ye have been yearningly awaiting in the past — the
days of the advent of divine justice. Render ye thanks unto
God, O ye concourse of believers.

Let not the deeds of those who reject the Truth shut you out
as by a veil. Such people have warrant over your bodies only,
and God hath not reposed in them power over your spirits,
your souls and your hearts. Fear ye God that haply it may be
well with you. All things have been created for your sakes, and
for the sake of naught else hath your creation been ordained.
Fear ye God and take heed lest forms and apparels debar you
from recognizing Him. Render ye thanksgiving unto God that
perchance He may deal mercifully with you.

This mortal life is sure to perish; its pleasures are bound to
fade away and erelong ye shall return unto God, distressed
with pangs of remorse, for presently ye shall be roused from
your slumber, and ye shall soon find yourselves in the presence
of God and will be asked of your doings.

Say, how dare ye flagrantly deny the verses sent down from the
heaven of justice, yet ye read the Books of God revealed in the
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past? How do ye repudiate the meeting with your Lord which
was appointed with you aforetime, and fail in this Day to heed
His warning? Indeed, by adhering to forms and by following
the promptings of your selfish desires, ye have deprived your-
selves of the good-pleasure of your Lord, except those whom
their Lord hath endowed with knowledge and who in this Day
render thanks unto Him for the bounty of being identified with
the true Faith of God. Therefore announce ye the Message unto
those who manifest virtue and teach them the ways of the One
True God, that haply they may comprehend.

Withhold thy tongue from uttering that which might grieve
thee and beseech God for mercy. Verily He is fully cognizant
of the righteous, for He is with such of His servants as truly
believe in Him, and He is not unaware of the actions of the
mischief-makers, inasmuch as nothing whatever in the heavens
or on the earth can escape His knowledge.

These verses, clear and conclusive, are a token of the mercy of
thy Lord and a source of guidance for all mankind. They are
a light unto those who believe in them and a fire of afflictive
torment for those who turn away and reject them.

Only those who disbelieve shall be touched by the retribution
from thy Lord; woe betide them for what their hands have
earned! They shall be in straitened distress; they shall kindle
the Fire with their own hands, and that Fire shall never be
extinguished. Their water shall sink away; they shall find no
running spring. They shall walk in the darknesses of their own
souls; no Sun of thy Lord’s mercy shall rise upon them, nor
shall they discover any shining light. Thus hath God darkened
them in this world and the next; thus doth He requite His idola-
trous servants. They shall be punished with a fire unquenched
and with scalding water that cutteth the entrails; and ye shall
not be their intercessors.

Give thanks unto God that He hath delivered thee from that
Fire, and that thy water hath been made a flowing spring.
Praise God that thou hast been shielded therefrom and num-
bered with the rightly guided. Magnify with those who are
with thee, and be of them that remember.

SWB#22 (p.160-163)
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1 He is the Most Great

2 God beareth witness, etc. He is the Almighty. After the Bis-
millah - God beareth witness, etc.

Thou shalt, of a certainty, bear witness that there is none other
God but Him, the All-Powerful Protector, the Self-Subsisting;
and that I, verily, am the Qa’im of Truth—He Who hath been
promised.

And We have commanded that there be sent unto thee tablets
of precious paper, dearly-beloved; therefore shalt thou enjoin
that one should, in every tablet, write a book consisting of nine-
teen bayts in nineteen bayts, and that in every bayt he should
inscribe the words “God is the Most Great” in the fairest and
most beloved of calligraphy. And when thou hast finished,
clothe it with two comely coverings, according as ... of the
believers; and preserve that which We have revealed unto thee
even as thine own eyes—for one letter of the words of God is
not to be equalled by all the worlds. And when the book is
completed, make mention of that which thou knowest to be
contained therein; for verily We are they who shall assuredly
accomplish [Our purpose].
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Tablet to Styyid Muhammad
To: Siyyid Muhammad, uncle of the Bab (Khal-i-A’zam,)

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Well-Beloved.

He is the Most Great
In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His is
the creation and the command. He giveth life and causeth
death, then causeth death and giveth life. Verily He is the
Ever-Living Who dieth not. Within His grasp is the kingdom
of all things. He createth whatsoever He willeth through His
command. He, verily, hath power over all things. Say: He is
the Truth, there is none other God but Him. He giveth life
and causeth death, then causeth death and giveth life, and
unto God shall all be raised up. Such is God, your Lord. His
is the creation and the command. There is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. He is the One Who
createth what He willeth through His command “Be,” and it
is. He is the One Who giveth life and causeth death, and unto
God shall all return. Unto Him have submitted whosoever is
in the heavens and whosoever is on the earth, and unto God
shall all return. His are all that dwell in the night and in the
day, and unto Him shall all be turned. Before Him shall be
brought whosoever is in the heavens and whosoever is on the
earth and all that lieth between them, and unto God shall all
on that day be gathered.

5 Say: He is the One Who standeth over every soul, knowing
what it hath earned and witnessing what it earneth. He, ver-
ily, is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen. Say: God is
truth, and all else besides God is creation, and all are His
worshippers. Say: God is Lord, and all else besides God is
servant, and all bow down before Him. Naught escapeth His
knowledge, whether in the heavens or on the earth or all that
lieth between them. He, verily, hath knowledge of all things.
Naught can withstand His might, whether in the heavens or
on the earth or all that lieth between them. He, verily, is
powerful and mighty. Say: He is the Subduer over you from
before you, and the Manifest above you from behind you, and
the All-Encompassing over you from above your heads, and
the Irresistible over you from your right hand, and the Exalted
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above you from your left, that He may protect you from ev-
ery direction as He pleaseth by His command. He, verily, is
the Peerless, the Irresistible, the All-Encompassing, the Self-
Subsisting. Naught can frustrate Him, whether in the heavens
or on the earth or all that lieth between them. He, verily, hath
power over all things.

Know that the word “Joseph” corresponds in number to
the Qayyumu’l-Asma [Joseph=qayyum=156] and refers to
the Qa’im of the House of Muhammad, peace be upon Him.
Inasmuch as I observed that every morning you would recite
“I believe in the Mystery of the Family of Muhammad,” etc.,
I desired that the veil be lifted, that deeds might conform to
mere verbal profession.

From the time of the revelation of the Qur’an until the num-
ber nineteen was to be manifested - which number must needs
appear - were the outward members of Muhammad’s Family,
each number revolving around one letter of “In the Name of
God, the Compassionate,” and four of them increased accord-
ing to the form of the four collective words which passed in
the time of the pure Shi’ih, namely Haji Siyyid Kazim, upon
him be the blessings of God and His peace. For this reason did
the letters of “Bismillahi’r-Rahmani’r-Rahim,” wherein lieth
the entirety of the Qur’an, gather around him. And nineteen
days before the first Mystery, he ascended to the Supreme Con-
course.

The beginning of the year 1260 marked the first appearance
of the Mystery, and for this reason was revealed the phrase
“There is no power nor strength except through God, the Ex-
alted, the Great” after the number of the negation and affir-
mation. The year 1260 concludeth, and every six is the mani-
festation of the Mystery of Muhammad and His Family, upon
them be the blessings of God and all His glory. And since
the manifestation of the Mystery is the manifestation of God,
not their manifestation through prophethood and guardian-
ship, but rather through the manifestation of divinity, it was
from this manifestation that appeared the declaration “Verily
I am God, there is no God but Me.”

And at the time of manifestation, the first to pledge allegiance
to Him was Muhammad, as the text of the tradition attesteth,
then the Commander of the Faithful, then the Imams, peace be
upon them. And this is the mystery of the verse “When Joseph
said unto his father: ‘I saw eleven stars and the sun and the
moon, I saw them bowing down unto me.”” Know thou that
the number of Yusuf is the number of the Qayyumu’l-Asma’;
by the intended meaning of “Qa’im” is the Qa’im of the House
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of Muhammad—upon Him be peace—whereby ye have, verily,
been numbered among the near ones of the Prophets of God.

In the name of Him Who is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting

Inasmuch as He, at the inception of His manifestation, inter-
preted Himself through His own light and prefaced each surah
with two verses from the Qur’an - thereby indicating that He
is the Point of the Qur’an in the letter ‘B’ of the Bismillah,
concerning which it is stated in the tradition that all things
stand through Him - and established forty unique verses as an
allusion to the numerical value of ‘Li’ in the verse “I saw them
prostrating themselves before me,” the Surah of the Kindred
was revealed, showing that Our grace had existed aforetime.

But since Our manifestation was the manifestation of the Fire
of God in the Day of Resurrection - namely the pillar of “There
is no God but God” which is the station of the Bismi, and
“Muhammad is the Messenger of God” which is the pillar of
Air, and Ali and the Imams who are the Proofs constitute
Water, which pertaineth to the Name the Most Merciful, and
the pillar of Earth pertaineth to the Name the All-Merciful,
through which all things are created - every drop proclaimeth
“There is no God but God,” and “through the second pillar
sustenance is given, through the third they die, and through
the fourth they are brought to life.”

Those who continually recite “I am content with God as my
Lord,” had they been sincere, would have entered into the Fire
of God at the time of resurrection, for it is stated in the Qur’an
“In what utterance after God and His signs will they believe?”
All acknowledged that none but God could reveal verses, for if
this were within the power of man, during the 1270 years from
the revelation of the Qur’an until the year 1260, someone would
have produced verses. The very fact that one hath brought
verses is proof that they are not from other than God but
from Him alone. His existence is proof of His reality, and His
verses are His evidence. This is the meaning of “I have known
Thee through Thee” in the prayer, and “Know God through
God” in the tradition, and the meaning of “O God! Make me
know Thyself.”

I made Myself known to the people, yet they perceived it not
and recognized not its worth. The first to return to this world
was the Messenger of God - He is the first Messenger of the
Qa’im - followed by the Commander of the Faithful, who un-
dertook the mission to Bushihr and came unto you, yet ye
knew Him not. Consider the first day, when for seven years
none but He believed in the Messenger of God, yet today how
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many claim to believe! The meaning of the tradition “Islam
shall return to being a stranger as it began, so blessed are the
strangers” must needs be fulfilled. Likewise did the other mem-
bers of the Holy Family return, and God fulfilled His promise:
“And We desired to show favor unto those who were brought
low.” And again did the Qa’im, Who is the Tongue of God,
make them Imams.

5 In brief, the Lesser Resurrection occurred, and the Day equiv-

alent to five thousand years was made manifest, and all things
were gathered and dispersed, until God’s word was fulfilled:
“All things perish save His Face,” and all received their recom-
pense. Yet I shall cause the kindred to enter through grace, for
it is sanctified, though it be nineteen, although it hath been
[...] and more true and a miracle, but were We to judge with
perfect justice, none would be found worthy except [...] We
forgive others, who are but a handful of dust, through grace.
There is in them a path to the sign of Divine Unity. I swear by
God, Who holds my soul in His grasp, that I see no one who
believes with true insight as they should.

Though pilgrimage is incumbent upon mankind and they per-
form the circumambulation, this being attributed to God, and
though we have the word of Him through Whom pilgrimage
and all religion is established for us - the Prophet [peace be
upon him| - and the authority of the Guardian is confirmed
through His word, We have rendered as scattered dust their
4,000 mithqals of gold and all their deeds. This is the mean-
ing of the verse that even if they were to sacrifice all that is
on earth, they would find no deliverance from that which is
subsidiary and what exists in the Day of Resurrection.

What benefit is there in knowledge without fruit? This is the
meaning of “unto God belong all things.” He appears in the
garment of servitude, and by the proof through which their
religion is established, they witnessed their own souls upon
their deeds.

The distinction between fire [nar, 251] and light [nur, 256] is the
number of the Bab [5]. Whosoever enters through the Gate is
in light, otherwise in fire. Today, know the people of Paradise
and Fire by this means.

Convey my greetings to grandmother and mother, and trans-
form God’s fire into cool peace for them.

GOH.129x, GOH.135x
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To: Mulla Husayn Khurasani

In the Name of God, the Most Guiding, the Most Guided!

2 Glorified be God, the Lord of all lords! Glorified be God, the
Master of all masters! Glorified be God, the One above all
ones! Glorified be God, the Single above all singles! Glorified
be God, the Eternal above all eternals! Glorified be God, the
Peerless above all peerless ones! Glorified be God, the Most
Glorious above all glorious ones! Glorified be God, the Light
above all lights! Glorified be God, the Most Holy above all holy
ones! Glorified be God, the All-Knowing above all knowers!
Glorified be God, the Most Forbearing above all forbearing
ones! Glorified be God, the Judge above all judges!

Glorified be God, the Sovereign above all sovereigns! Glori-
fied be God, the King above all kings! Glorified be God, the
Most Loving above all loving ones! Glorified be God, the All-
Powerful above all powerful ones! Glorified be God, the Pre-
server above all preservers! Glorified be God, the Protector
above all protectors! Glorified be God, the Most Majestic
above all majestic ones! Glorified be God, the Most Beauti-
ful above all beautiful ones! Glorified be God, the Most Great
above all great ones! Glorified be God, the Light above all
lights! Glorified be God, the Perfect above all perfect ones!
Glorified be God, the Most Merciful above all merciful ones!
Glorified be God, the Invincible above all invincible ones! Glo-
rified be God, the Most Exalted above all exalted ones! Glo-
rified be God, the Subduer above all subduers! Glorified be
God, the Almighty above all mighty ones! Glorified be God,
the Most Gracious above all gracious ones! Glorified be God,
the Most Generous above all generous ones! Glorified be God,
the Most Patient above all patient ones! Glorified be God, the
Most Manifest above all manifest ones! Glorified be God, the
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Most Bountiful above all bountiful ones! Glorified be God,
the All-Sufficient above all sufficient ones! Glorified be God,
the Most Trustworthy above all trustworthy ones! Glorified
be God, the Commander above all commanders! Glorified be
God, the Forbidder above all forbidders! Glorified be God, the
Most Mighty above all mighty ones! Glorified be God, the
Most Great above all great ones! Glorified be God, the Most
Pleased above all pleased ones! Glorified be God, the Most
Tranquil above all tranquil ones! Glorified be God, the Most
High above all high ones! Glorified be God, the Ever-Living
above all living ones! Glorified be God, the Ever-Abiding above
all abiding ones! Glorified be God, the Eternal above all eternal
ones! Glorified be God, the Everlasting above all everlasting
ones! Glorified be God from a beginning that hath no begin-
ning, whereby God glorifieth Himself, that there is no God but
Him, the Most Glorified above all glorified ones! Glorified be
God unto an end that hath no end, whereby He glorifieth Him-
self, that there is no God but Him, the Most Glorified above
all glorified ones!

Verily, I am God! There is no God but Me! I have been from
a beginning that hath no beginning, a sovereign, all-powerful.
Verily, I am God! There is no God but Me! I shall be unto an
end that hath no end, a sovereign, all-powerful. Verily, I am
God! There is no God but Me! T have been from a beginning
that hath no beginning, ever-living, ever-abiding. Verily, I am
God! There is no God but Me! I shall be unto an end that hath
no end, ever-living, ever-abiding. Verily, I am God! There is
no God but Me! I have been from a beginning that hath no
beginning, eternal, everlasting. Verily, I am God! There is no
God but Me! I shall be unto an end that hath no end, eternal,
everlasting. Verily, I am God! There is no God but Me! I
have been from a beginning that hath no beginning, ancient,
pre-existent. Verily, I am God! There is no God but Me! I
shall be unto an end that hath no end, ancient, pre-existent.
Verily, I am God! There is no God but Me! 1 have been
from a beginning that hath no beginning, an essence, existing,
pre-existent. Verily, I am God! There is no God but Me! I
shall be unto an end that hath no end, an essence, existing,
pre-existent.

Verily I am God, there is no God but Me. From the beginning
that hath no beginning I have existed with ease. Verily I am
God, there is no God but Me. Until the end that hath no end
I shall exist with ease. Verily I am God, there is no God but
Me. From the beginning that hath no beginning I have been
holy in My essence. Verily I am God, there is no God but Me.
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Until the end that hath no end I shall be holy in My essence.
Verily I am God, there is no God but Me. From the beginning
that hath no beginning I have been sanctified in My essence.
Verily I am God, there is no God but Me. Until the end that
hath no end I shall be sanctified in My essence. Verily I am
God, there is no God but Me. From the beginning that hath
no beginning I have been transcendent in My essence. Verily I
am God, there is no God but Me. Until the end that hath no
end I shall be transcendent in My essence. Verily I am God,
there is no God but Me. From the beginning that hath no
beginning I have been glorious and mighty. Verily I am God,
there is no God but Me. Until the end that hath no end I shall
be glorious and mighty. Verily I am God, there is no God but
Me. All the Most Beautiful Names have been Mine from the
beginning that hath no beginning, and verily there is no God
but Me, the All-Knowing, the Inaccessible. Verily I am God,
there is no God but Me. All the most exalted similitudes shall
be Mine until the end that hath no end, and verily there is
no God but Me, the Most Glorious, the Most High. Verily I
am God, there is no God but Me. I have revealed Myself unto
Nabil after ‘Ali, by Myself unto Himself, that verily there is no
God but Me, the Most Holy of the Most Holy. Verily I am God,
there is no God but Me. I have made the Point of the Bayan
the Manifestation of My Self and My Proof unto all whom I
have created from the beginning that hath no beginning and
unto all whom I shall create until the end that hath no end.
This is God’s grace unto thee in the eternity of eternities before
all eternities.

O Nabil after ‘Ali! We have created thee, sustained thee,
caused thee to die, given thee life, raised thee up, and con-
versed with thee in the daytime, and We have not conversed
with anyone else in all the worlds, for none other than thee
is worthy to be made the recipient of My words. Thou wert
among those who were heard in Our presence. Grieve not, for
We have sufficed thee against all that would grieve thee from
the beginning that hath no beginning through Our command,
and We were powerful over that. We shall suffice thee until
the end that hath no end through Our command. We have
not desired, nor shall We ever desire for thee any hardship,
and We have been powerful over that. We have preserved thee,
and We were powerful over that. We shall preserve thee, and
We shall be powerful over that. We have protected thee, and
We were powerful over that. We shall protect thee, and We
shall be powerful over that. We have safeguarded thee, and
We were powerful over that. We shall safeguard thee, and We
shall be powerful over that. We have gladdened thee, and We
were powerful over that. We shall gladden thee, and We were
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powerful over that. We have given thee tranquility, and We
were powerful over that. We shall give thee tranquility, and
We shall be powerful over that. We have been well-pleased
with thee, and verily We were powerful to do this. We shall
continue to be well-pleased with thee, and verily We shall be
powerful to do this. We have strengthened thee, and verily We
were powerful to do this. We shall continue to strengthen thee,
and verily We shall be powerful to do this. We have placed
a barrier between thee and all that would cause thee sorrow,
and verily We were powerful to do this. We shall continue to
shield thee from all that would cause thee sorrow, and verily
We shall be powerful to do this. We have aided thee, and ver-
ily We were powerful to do this. We shall continue to aid thee,
and verily We shall be powerful to do this. We have rendered
thee victorious, and verily We were powerful to do this. We
shall continue to render thee victorious, and verily We shall be
powerful to do this. We have protected thee, and verily We
were powerful to do this. We shall continue to protect thee,
and verily We shall be powerful to do this. We have enriched
thee, and verily We were powerful to do this. We shall continue
to enrich thee, and verily We shall be powerful to do this. We
have exalted thee, and verily We were powerful to do this. We
shall continue to exalt thee, and verily We shall be powerful to
do this. We have magnified thee, and verily We were powerful
to do this. We shall continue to magnify thee, and verily We
shall be powerful to do this. We have made thee secure, and
verily We were powerful to do this. We shall continue to make
thee secure, and verily We shall be powerful to do this. We
have given thee authority, and verily We were powerful to do
this. We shall continue to give thee authority, and verily We
shall be powerful to do this. We have given thee sovereignty,
and verily We were powerful to do this. We shall continue to
give thee sovereignty, and verily We shall be powerful to do
this. We have perfected thee, and verily We were powerful to
do this. We shall continue to perfect thee, and verily We shall
be powerful to do this. We have taught thee, and verily We
were powerful to do this. We shall continue to teach thee, and
verily We shall be powerful to do this. We have endeared thee,
and verily We were powerful to do this. We shall continue to
endear thee, and verily We shall be powerful to do this.

Say: All worship God, my Lord, and all shall be raised unto
Him. Say: No soul hath desired aught except that should he
recite from these verses two verses corresponding to the number
of “the Powerful,” We shall assuredly answer his prayer and
fulfill his desire, even as We answered the prayers of those who
came before and fulfilled their desires through Our grace, for
verily We were powerful to do this.
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Verily I am God, there is no God but Me, all do worship Me.

Verily I am God, there is no God but Me, all through thee
do turn unto Me. Say: Consider thou what I have created
and what I shall create, then ponder upon all that is upon the
earth and draw ye lessons therefrom. Were all the Qur’an to
be recited unto those who have been given the Gospel, they
would not be mindful. Will they not then believe? Likewise,
were the Book of Him Whom God shall make manifest to be
recited unto those who are veiled from the Bayan, they would
neither be mindful nor would they return. O people of the
Bayan! On the Day of Him Whom God shall make manifest,
take ye heed lest ye behave like unto them, for ye have believed

in Him and in His words and are among those who are certain.

All who dwell on earth, after the appearance of Muhammad,
must needs be among the believers in the religion of Islam. Yet
when We caused the Sun of Truth - which all invoke - to appear,
they were held back by mere words, and were it not that they
were thus held back, they would not have been veiled from
His proof from their Lord. And ye, O people of the Bayan,
are likewise put to the test. He Whom ye invoke night and
day - when ye are held back by mere words from Him, then,
by His truth, were ye not thus held back, ye would surely be
numbered among the believers. I am God; there is no God but
Me. We have lifted from thee and from those who are in the
Bayan whatsoever would grieve thee and them, for We are, in

truth, powerful over this. I am God; there is no God but Me.

We shall surely dispel from thee and from all who are in the
Bayan every letter of grief, for We are, of a certainty, powerful
over this.

Be vigilant, O people of the Bayan, over your own souls, for
ye begin with God in the Bayan and unto God shall ye return
through Him Whom God shall make manifest. For that Day
do ye prepare yourselves. Look not upon yourselves except as
ye look upon those who were given the Book before you, that
ye may not be veiled on the Day of Resurrection, and that

ye may believe in Him Who calleth you unto God, your Lord.

And if ye help Him not nor bring Him joy, at least grieve Him
not, ever, ever. We have set for you in the Bayan a shining sun
that guideth unto the Eternal Sun - through it ye comprehend
what is in the Bayan. That is the Most Glorious Word in
the land of Glory - through it ye possess the gems of wisdom
from their pristine source. Ye shall be illumined by the light of
what We have expanded in his breast through Our verses, and
he who sanctifieth Us night and day and is among those who
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bow down before Us - verily We are cognizant of all things and
We are, in truth, powerful over all things.
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In the Name of God, the Peerless, the Ever-Near

Glorified be He Who hath created the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them through His command; and
unto Him shall all return. Unto God belongeth the Kingdom
of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them. Say: All are to Him devoutly obedient. Unto God be-
long the treasuries of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever
lieth between them; verily, we are all His worshippers. Unto
God belong the hosts of the heavens and the earth and what-
soever lieth between them, and God hath ever been strong,
almighty. Unto God appertaineth the whole of the Cause, in
the beginning and in the end, and God hath ever been all-wise,
all-knowing.

In the Name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Sublime

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art, in truth, the Fash-
ioner of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth be-
tween them. At Thy behest, “Be”, it is. Say: He is the Living,
the Self-Subsisting. Unto Him belongeth the dominion of the
heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them. He
createth whatsoever He willeth; at His command, “Be”, it is.
Such is He, the Originator of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them; all are to Him devoutly obe-
dient. He it is Who created you, then provided for you, then
causeth you to die, then will raise you again to life. Within
His grasp is the Kingdom of all things, and all unto Him shall
be brought back. Say: All are resigned unto Him.

In the Name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Holy

Glorified be He before Whom prostrate themselves all that are
in the heavens and on the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them; verily, all are humbly submissive unto Him. Unto God
belong the hosts of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever li-
eth between them, and God hath ever been mighty, wise. Unto
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God belong the keys of the heavens and the earth and what-
soever lieth between them, and God hath ever been bountiful,
all-knowing. Unto God belongeth the Kingdom of the heavens
and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God
is He of wondrous, all-emcompassing sovereignty. Unto God
appertaineth the realm of might of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been
powerful over all things. Unto God belongeth the realm of
Divinity of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth
between them, and over all things is He the Protector, the
Sustainer. Sufficient is God as Helper and Support.

In the Name of God, the Inaccessible, the All-Protecting

God is sufficient unto me — He Who created me through His
command, “Be”, and it is. Say: God is sufficient unto me — He
Who, at every moment, provideth me, through His mercy; and
verily He, He is the All-Powerful, the Almighty. Say: God is
sufficient unto me — He Who causeth me to die and decreeth
for me every good, exalted in His Kingdom; He, verily, is to me
gentle and compassionate. Say: God is sufficient unto me — He
Who sustaineth me, quickeneth me, and ordaineth for me all
His bounties; He, verily, is to me loving and tender. Glorified
art Thou, O my God! Guard me, then, from before me and
from behind me, on my right hand and on my left, above my
head and beneath my feet, and from every side from which
aught may encompass me, by the hosts of the heavens and the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them and whatsoever Thy
knowledge embraceth. For Thou, in very truth, knowest what
is in the heavens and on the earth and what is between them.
Thou hast power to bring forth every created thing through
Thy command, “Be”, and it is.

In the Name of God, the Transcendent, the All-Manifest

Unto God belongeth all sovereignty in the Kingdom of the
heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them,
and God is, in truth, a Sovereign, a Powerful Helper. Unto
God belongeth all splendour in the Kingdom of the heavens
and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God
is, in truth, a Sovereign, All-Glorious. Unto God belongeth all
might in the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth and what-
soever lieth between them, and God is, in truth, a Sovereign,
All-Powerful. Unto God belongeth all power in the Kingdom of
the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them,
and God is, in truth, a Sovereign, All-Potent. Unto God be-
longeth all mercy in the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and God is, in truth, a
Sovereign, All-Merciful. Unto God belongeth all greatness in
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the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever li-
eth between them, and God is, in truth, a Sovereign, Most
Great. Unto God appertaineth the whole of the Cause, in the
beginning and in the end, and sufficient is God as a Guardian
and Support.

In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most Glorious

God is most glorious — far exalted above all that ye know of
Him. God is more august and more beautiful; and all are unto
Him resigned. Say: God is greater than that which ye magnify.
Say: God is the more luminous; by His light are all guided.
Say: God is more merciful unto you than ye are unto your
own selves, if ye be among those who bear witness. Say: God
is more tender unto you than ye are unto your own selves, if
ye be of them that truly believe. Say: God is greater than
that which ye deem great. Say: God is more mighty in honour
than that whereby ye seek to be exalted. Say: God is more
knowing of that which ye know. Say: God is more just in that
whereof ye judge. Say: God is more powerful and nearer unto
those who, by night and by day, hasten (unto Him). Say: God
hath precedence above that which ye put forward. Say: God
is higher than that which ye imbibe and choose.

In the Name of God, the Most Ancient, the Most Bountiful

God is the Most Exalted at all times, before time and after
time. God is the Most Inaccessible at all times, before time
and after time. God is the Most Manifest in every condition,
before every condition and after every condition. God is the
Best in every condition, before every condition and after ev-
ery condition. God is the Most Powerful at all times, before
time and after time. Say: O God, Lord of sovereignty! Thou
givest sovereignty unto whomsoever Thou wilt, and by Thy
dominion Thou dost succour whomsoever Thou wilt, and by
Thy dominion Thou dost exalt whomsoever Thou wilt, and by
Thy dominion Thou dost raise up whomsoever Thou wilt, and
by Thy dominion Thou dost confer favour upon whomsoever
Thou wilt, and by it Thou dost guard whomsoever Thou wilt,
and by it Thou makest to reign whomsoever Thou wilt. By
Thy dominion Thou createst whomsoever Thou wilt, and by
it Thou providest for whomsoever Thou wilt, and by it Thou
causest to die whomsoever Thou wilt, and by it Thou quicken-
est whomsoever Thou wilt. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

5 In the Name of the Most Firm, the Most Enduring

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Bestow upon me a sovereignty
that shall aid me. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Vouchsafe
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unto me a great dominion. Glorified art Thou, O my God!
Confer upon me a multitude of hosts which no knowledge can
encompass. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Ordain for me a
seat within Thy might, and let Thy bounty draw nigh unto
me in closeness, and Thy generosity in swiftness. Deal Thou,
O my God, with me in wondrous, comely fashion, and ordain
for me a spirit from Thy presence, for Thou hast ever been
powerful over all things. And forgive me, O my God, through
Thy mercy, and appoint for me a way out that is pleasant and
honourable. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Make me heir to
all Thy gardens, for Thou hast ever been one God, single, alone,
self-sufficient, peerless, living, self-subsisting, able, almighty.
Unto God belongeth all glory in the Kingdom of the heavens
and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God
hath ever been almighty, all-wise.

In the Name of God, the Nearest, the Most Great

Unto God belongeth the nearness of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been
upholding, near at hand. Unto God appertaineth the Will that
ruleth the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them, and God hath ever been all-hearing, all-wise. Unto God
belongeth the Purpose that swayeth the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been
One Who willeth whatsoever He willeth. Unto God belongeth
the measure (or destiny) of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been all-
powerful, all-powerful. Unto God belongeth the decree of the
heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and
God hath ever been all-aware, all-aware. Unto God belongeth
the prerogative of bringing forth anew (His decree) for the heav-
ens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God
hath ever been all-knowing, all-knowing. Unto God belongeth
the leave and permission (for all that is in) the heavens and
the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath
ever been all-powerful, all-powerful. Unto God appertaineth
the ordinance of the appointed term in its entirety, in the be-
ginning and in the end, and God hath ever been all-glorious,
all-glorious. Unto God belong all the Scriptures, and God hath
ever been all-wise, all-wise.

In the Name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy

Glorified be He Who hath created the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and unto Him shall all
return. Praise be to God Who bringeth into being whatsoever
He willeth through His command, “Be”, and it is. Unto God
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belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth and what-
soever lieth between them, and God hath ever been powerful
over all things. Unto God belongeth the realm of Divinity of
the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them,
and God hath ever been one God, single, alone, self-sufficient,
living, self-subsisting, everlasting, abiding, forevermore. Unto
God belongeth the realm of might of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been
Guardian over all things. Unto God belongeth the Kingdom
(malakut) of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth
between them, and God hath ever been a Reckoner over all
things. Unto God belongeth the realm of the visible (nasut) of
the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them,
and God hath ever been a Watcher over all things.

In the Name of God, the Most Excellent, the Most Perfect

2 God is more splendrous, more glorious, and more august,

and more beautiful, and more great, and more radiant, and
more merciful, and more compassionate, and more tender,
and greater, and more mighty, and more exalted, and more
knowing, and nearer, and more well-pleased, and more ample,
and more possessed of all, and higher, and more ancient,
and more bountiful, and more gentle, and more inaccessible,
and more excellent, and more worthy of thanks, and more
liberal, and more withholding, and more generous in giving,
and more independent, and more hearing, and more seeing,
and more strong, and more witnessing, and more manifest,
and more preserving, and more sovereign in judgement, and
more subduing — in every time, before time and after time.
Unto God belong the treasuries of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been
over all things a Keeper. Unto God belongeth the dominion
of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them, and God hath ever been powerful over all things. Unto
God appertaineth the knowledge of the heavens and the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath
ever encompassed all things in His knowledge. Say: “The
All-Merciful is established upon the throne.” He bringeth into
His mercy whomsoever He willeth; verily, He hath ever been
all-forgiving, all-merciful.

In the Name of God, the Most Manifest, the Most Great

Glorified be He Who hath created the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them through His command,
“Be”, and it is. Unto God prostrateth himself whosoever is
in the heavens and on the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them. Say: All are to Him devoutly obedient. Unto God
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chanteth His praise whosoever is in the heavens and on the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them. Say: All are His
worshippers. Unto God belongeth the dominion of the heav-
ens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God
hath ever been powerful over all things. Unto God belong the
hosts of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth be-
tween them, and God hath ever been almighty, all-wise. Unto
God belong the treasuries of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been boun-
tiful, all-knowing. Unto God belongeth the sovereignty in the
Kingdom of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth be-
tween them, and God hath ever been a Sovereign, Most Great.
Unto God belongeth the realm of might of the heavens and the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever
been all-knowing, all-powerful. Say: God is sufficient unto me
— He Who hath ever been the Guardian over all things.
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To: Muhammad Husayn (Mulla Husayn ?)

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Best-Beloved. He is the Most Great.

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy!

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him. His are
the creation and the command. He giveth life and causeth
death; then He causeth death and giveth life. Verily He is
the Living, the One Who dieth not. Within His grasp is the
dominion of all things. He createth whatsoever He willeth by
His command. He, verily, hath power over all things.

Say: God is the Truth, and all else besides God is His creation,
and all are His worshippers. Say: God is the Lord, and all else
besides God are servants, and all bow down before Him.

Say: He is the One Who standeth over every soul, knowing
what it hath earned and bearing witness to what it hath ac-
quired. He, verily, is the Truth, the Knower of things unseen.
Say: He is the Subduer over His creation and the Manifest One
over His servants, and He is the Single One, the Inaccessible,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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He is the One Who calleth into being whatsoever He willeth
through His command “Be” and it is. This is God, your Lord.
His is the creation and the command. There is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. He is the One Who
giveth life and causeth death, and unto Him shall all return.

O Muhammad! Say: Verily He is the True One Who shall
gather mankind on the Day of Resurrection through His com-
mand, that He may recompense every soul according to what
it hath earned, and before Him shall all be brought. And from
death until an appointed time ye shall all be resurrected. The
number of the letter Ha before Vav, and when Vav is satisfied
with Ha, there shall ye be gathered together.

Say to those who were present before: If ye be truthful in your
words, then ye shall surely lose in the Most Exalted Branch, for
those who have been gathered in the letter Ha, these are they
who shall triumph. Present thyself upon My steed, as thou art
of the powerful ones. And remember those who have believed
in God and His signs, for these are they who shall inherit. And
ordain, O Radiyyin, that ye shall be content with God, your
Lord, for ye shall be aided in the true religion from thy Lord.
The name of God, the Great.

God testifieth that there is none other God but Him, the
Mighty, the Best-Beloved. He is the Most Great.

In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most Great!

.~ God, there is none other God but Him, the Most Great, the

Most Great. And those beneath the Command have striven
with striving and prepared a thousand save at the gate of Thy
favor, which is the Temple of Him Who is the One called to
the Help, or what may be therein of preparedness for that from
among the great ones, for that is the completion of the work
in the Asiatic mode, from what thou knowest of its technical
terms in its art. And God is the All-Powerful, the Mighty, the
Omnipotent.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B3 055 e b ls b ol
)l MY W G
Oy Wl Oy k(£ sl o

el iy AU 22 G (6 ] 6 4 L 0]
S e Oy oS s ks 8 sl o
g A Lo G ) Sl o Oy Oy
S PP SCR R PP B T e

&;ft!-‘;?dﬂtn

K5 G a8 o 0L 48 ooy il B
5 ol OB NI A1 G 3 s sl
aly Oy7 Wl - b L) 3y e
3y okl e ST e o p o s
&,08, dj,\}!\r»éJ:Jj; as\:\; 4‘3;14. |yl o)
B o 2 S5 A1 e 028 Bl
ol g paz &y op Gh 0 B T e

i A

SV Gl s VALY oF s

NPV

AR PPN UV RN IR
sl g me b V1 Gl ely adl e
¥l 6 oK b ol Sl K g
G ool p12 3 305 elial (g)f o b
Lo & LSl o L % gV i)
6 acie 106 4l

BYC_ tablets.053.02-053.16,
065, TZH3.2637x

33

MANU.064-

11


http://bayanic.com/lib/scan/sacred/Point/Tablets
https://www.h-net.org/~bahai/areprint/bab/M-R/majmuih1/athar.htm
https://www.h-net.org/~bahai/areprint/bab/M-R/majmuih1/athar.htm
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/497.pdf#page=269

Vol. 21: The Bab: Declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq, 1848 -1849) BB00486
BB00486
He is God, the Sovereign Lord, the All-Glorious. dlag.:.J\ NPT

Say: Praise be to God Who graciously enableth whomsoever
He willeth to adore Him. Verily no God is there but Him. His
are the most excellent titles; it is He Who causeth His Word to
be fulfilled as He pleaseth and it is He Who leadeth those who
have received illumination and seek the way of righteousness.

Fear thou God, thy Lord, and make mention of His Name in
the daytime and at eventide. Follow not the promptings of
the faithless, lest thou be reckoned among the exponents of
idle fancies. Faithfully obey the Primal Point Who is the Lord
Himself, and be of the righteous. Let nothing cause thee to be
sore shaken, neither let the things which have been destined to
take place in this Cause disturb thee. Strive earnestly for the
sake of God and walk in the path of righteousness. Shouldst
thou encounter the unbelievers, place thy whole trust in God,
thy Lord, saying, Sufficient is God unto me in the kingdoms of
both this world and the next.

The Day is approaching when God shall bring the faithful to-
gether. In truth no God is there other than Him.

May the peace of God be with those who have been guided
aright through the power of divine guidance.

; Make thou mention of him whose name hath been revealed

under the name of Husayn, who journeyed for the sake of God
many times, and was of the people of piety, and magnified God
in His presence. Do thou show forth, in the path of God, such
good as thou art able; and remember God at morn and at
eventide, and follow whatsoever is cast [into thy heart]...

O my God! Thou art He Who hath made me to know mine
own self through Thy Manifestation, and hast inspired me to
remember Thee by Thy revelations. Thou art the All-Near —
nothing can come between me and Thee; and Thou art the God
— nothing in Thy might can render Thee powerless. Glorified
be Thou! Sanctified is Thy Essence above the ascent of the
loftiest bird of hearts and imaginings; and exalted is Thine “I-
ness” above the rising of the highest pinnacles of the essences
of those endued with understanding. From everlasting Thou
hast been, through Thyself, known unto Thyself — there was
none beside Thee; and Thou wilt ever remain as Thou hast
been in the day of pre-eternity, without the existence of any
one other than Thee.

Glorified be Thou! Thou art the Beloved Who hast caused me
to know Thee; and Thou art the Known One Who hast honored
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me with Thy love. Thou art the Ancient One Who can never
be described by glory and majesty; Thou art the Great One
Who can never be comprehended by grandeur and beauty. For
the attributes of glory and majesty, and the conditions of power
and beauty, are but the signs of Thy Will and the effulgences
of Thy might; and by the very testimony of their existence they
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proclaim the barring of the way, and by the evidence of their - JLJ\
own selves they announce the denial of the path...

SWBP#66 (p.151)
SWB#21 (p.160-160)
BB00535

To: Rahim (Ibrahim)?

In the name of God, the Most Exalted, the Lord of overpower-
ing majesty, the All-Conquering

A hidden Cause hath come — veiled is the decree; The Hour
draweth nigh, the cloven moon we see.

God’s Remembrance — the proofs divine and plain, And the
people scattered like locusts on the plain!

He cried, “O people, own that faith to which I call — The Book
I bring, its warnings — heed them one and all!”

“Behold the trenchant proof of God, divinely clear, Made easy
for remembrance — who will lend an ear?”

“All that cometh from your Lord is best for you: The Remnant
of the Lord — the Imam good and true.”

A cry came from the Lord Most High: “Alas! How were My
warnings scorned, My chastisements passed?”

“Thou proud and mocking one,” the scoffers cry, “Thy magic
ever works the heart awry!”

“On you the Mention falls among us?” — so they sneered —
“You are but a boastful liar — bold and sheer.”

But when Our Word is uttered — then they’ll know; Like with-
ered stalks shall all their vauntings go.

We tried you with Our She-Camel — a Sign to show, For eyes
that read, and hearts that yearn to grow.

Wrong not your souls by wronging her — beware, Lest unyield-
ing torment seize you unaware.
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They sent their wretched lot to lay her low, And hamstrung
her — the misbelievers’ blow.

Then, for their sins, the Lord poured doom like rain: He seized
them — Mighty, Omnipotent in reign.

5 At dawn they lay flung flat upon the clay, Like trunks of down-

hurled palms in disarray.

By the grace of God the Merciful, thou shalt write this accord-
ing to the number of all things and deliver it to whomever thou
canst, provided thou witness no grief, and thou shalt write to
its end that thou hast possessed this in Sad. Take heed, O ye
who have eyes to see!
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In the Name of God, the All-Perfect, the All-Perfect

Praise be to God Who has exalted Himself in His transcendence
above all contingent things, and risen in His loftiness above
all created things, and made Himself unapproachable in His
inaccessibility above all existing things, and established His
dominion above all atoms, and demonstrated His power over
all who dwell in the kingdoms of earth and heaven. His creation
bears witness, and I bear witness, that there is no God but Him,
the One, the Most Perfect.

He has chosen a sublime Essence, and a pure and resplendent
Reality, an exalted and crystalline Being, a distinguished and
transcendent Nature, a radiant and effulgent Identity, a bril-
liant and lustrous Presence, a majestic and magnificent Exis-
tence, an august and splendid Entity, a powerful and mighty
Reality, and a most glorious and sublime Being. Then did His
Glory shine forth in its own essence, and He cast into its iden-
tity the image of His Self. Thus was manifested from it that
which was within and upon it, filling thereby the heavens and
the earth and all that lies between them.

There is no God but Him, and verily the Being of the Seven
Letters [‘Ali-Muhammad] is His servant and His Word. God
has chosen for Him names of His Primal Nature equaling the
essential numbers of all things, and through them have the
heavens and the earth and all that lies between them been
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filled. Verily, there is no God but Him, the Supreme, the Self-
Subsisting.

st 55 VY @) e L by 02N
)

PR03.150r20-150v03

BB00306

To: Muhammad ’Ali, and maybe Mulla husayn
Date: 1265 ? [1848-1849]

He is the Most Mighty, Most Manifest, Most Great, Most Lu-
minous, Most Glorious

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

God beareth witness that there is none other God but
Him, the Sovereign, the All-Glorious, the Most Great, the
All-Compelling, the Almighty, the All-Subduing, the Manifest,
the Luminous, the Creator, the Majestic, the Pre-existent,
the Most Great, the All-Powerful, the Most Holy. His are the
most excellent names. All that are in the heavens and on the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them sing His praise, and
He is the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O Muhammad-Qabl-‘Ali, verily the numerical value of nega-
tion in “There is no God” hath been fulfilled, and it is incum-
bent upon every soul to establish the Alif of affirmation in that
wherein ye are, and this is, in this Day, regarded by God as
the essence of the Cause for those who are assured. Say: Ver-
ily, ye shall negate the negation and establish the affirmation
according to that which ye are able. Say: Religion after re-
ligion is none other than the knowledge of God, His oneness,
the acknowledgment of His justice, following that which hath
been sent down from His presence, and the negation of all at-
tributes from His holy court, for all else besides Him are but
His creation.

Say: O My creation! Fear ye Me. Whatsoever God hath cre-
ated in the Book and what is therein is in the first verse, and
what is therein is in the mighty Bismillah, and what is therein
is in the first letter, and verily there is no God but I, the Lord
of the worlds. This is the foundation of religion: in the begin-
ning glorify God, in the end praise God, outwardly profess the
unity of God, and inwardly magnify God. And in this Day, so
long as the sun shineth, the whole of religion is “There is no
God but God,” outwardly and inwardly, first and last, then
Muhammad is the Apostle of God, then the Imams and the
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Holy Leaf are God’s proofs, then the Gates are the Manifes-
tations of magnification. This is the all-embracing Word, and
verily the measures of its branches revolve around it.

i Enter ye into the religion, and ye shall be triumphant over the

earth and all that is thereon. Purify ye the lands of negation
according to the number of negation, through God, your Lord,
the All-Merciful, being manifest. Observe ye the names of
the verse and send greetings upon them from thy Lord, then
upon the most excellent names and the supreme examples and
the Prophets and the truthful ones and the martyrs and the
righteous ones. And whosoever desireth to enter beneath the
shadow of affirmation, these are they who shall inherit.

And if ‘Ali is there, make mention of him from thy Lord and
say: Verily thou, on the Day of Resurrection, art of those who
attain. If thou desirest to be present, be from where thou art
not known, and if thou consolest the people of grief in the letter
Fa, this is more beloved unto Me. We have sent the Tablets
unto him, and God will gather together Me and whomsoever
hath believed in the truth from Me through His command.
Verily, He is All-Knowing, All-Powerful.

Verily, what is wondrous is that the name of the First and the
Last, the Manifest and the Hidden, hath been fulfilled from the
night of thy recognition of thy Lord. The number of negation in
“There is no God” hath extended fifty thousand years, and the
days of affirmation have dawned, yet until now what behooveth
the negation of negation and the affirmation of affirmation hath
not been mentioned. This is the whole of religion in this Day,
not that wherein people rejoice.

Observe ye Our Great Name and recite ye the Book of the
All-Bountiful, for verily, for each one examples of that Temple
are treasured with God. God beareth witness that there is
no God but Him. His is the creation and the command. He
giveth life and causeth death, then causeth death and giveth
life, and verily He is the Ever-Living Who dieth not. Within
His grasp is the kingdom of all things. He createth what He
willeth by His command. Verily, He hath power over all things.
And whoso believeth in God and then in His signs, these are
they who shall triumph. Say: God is Lord and whatsoever is
besides God is servant, and all are worshippers of Him, some
knowingly and some unknowingly.

Say: The stations of interpretation belong to the Prophet, and
the stations of communion belong to the Guardian, and the
stations of knowledge belong to the Gates - stations which We
have manifested and then attributed to the Manifestations of
the Living One. We have reserved the verses unto God, exalted
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be His remembrance, for none possesseth them save Him, and
there hath been no discourse after God and His verses in which
the people have believed.

Say: That which Ali - peace be upon him - hath spoken, its
proof is His verses and its existence is its establishment, and
God is All-Knowing, All-Powerful. And verily We have sent
forth temples of companions numbering 313 and 226 - were
but one of these to be found with anyone, along with faith,
he would gain ascendancy over all the worlds. And verily the
number of the Gate in the Greater Temples hath subjugated
therein the ranks of the earth through five sections of unity, so
hasten ye unto them, for through them shall ye be victorious.
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Date: unknown (Chihriq or Maku)

He is the Almighty

Glory be unto Him Who is the Lord of all that are in the heav-
ens and on the earth; He is the All-Wise, the All-Informed. It
is He Who calleth into being whatsoever He willeth at His be-
hest; He is indeed the Clement, the Fashioner. Say, verily He is
equal to His purpose; whomsoever He willeth, He maketh victo-
rious through the power of His hosts; there is none other God
but Him, the Mighty, the Wise. His is the kingdom of earth
and heaven and He is the Lord of power and glory. Such as
have believed in God and in His signs are indeed the followers
of truth and shall abide in the gardens of delight, while those
who have disbelieved in God and have rejected that which He
hath revealed, these shall be the inmates of the fire wherein
they shall remain forever.

Say, most people have openly repudiated God and have fol-
lowed the rebellious wicked doers. Such people resemble those
who have gone before them, upholding every hostile oppressor.
Verily no God is there but God; His is the kingdom of heaven
and earth and He is the Clement, the All-Knowing.

God testifieth that there is no God but Him, and He Who
speaketh at the bidding of His Lord is but the First to worship
Him. He is the peerless Creator Who hath created the heavens
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and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and all do
His bidding. He is the One Whose grace hath encompassed all
that are in the heavens, on earth or elsewhere, and everyone
abideth by His behest.

SWB#26 (p.166-167)
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SWBP#25 (p.117-118)

BB00664

Du’a’a’l-Qahriyya *Ala’n-nafy
Date: 1264 (late) or early 1265 [1848-1849]

This is a prayer of dominion for banishing the self for one who
has asked of his Lord in his communion:

In the Name of God, the Most Dominant, the Most Dominant!

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy First-
ness, which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy
power every being marked with Alif that is attributed to aught
but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Transcen-
dence, which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy
power every being marked with Ba that is attributed to aught
but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Beauty,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Jim that is attributed to aught but
the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Everlast-
ingness, which is exalted above all things, to remove through
Thy power every being marked with Dal that is attributed
to aught but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guid-
ance, which is elevated above all things, to remove through Thy
power every being marked with Ha that is attributed to aught
but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Sovereignty, which is exalted above all things, to remove
through Thy power every being marked with Vav that is
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attributed to aught but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Za that is attributed to aught but the
Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Paradise-
hood, which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy
power every being marked with Ha that is attributed to aught
but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

. Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Holiness,

which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Ta that is attributed to aught but the
Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Strength,
which is elevated above all things, to remove through Thy
power every being marked with Ya that is attributed to aught
but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Grandeur,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Kaf that is attributed to aught but
the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Lam that is attributed to aught but
the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Dominion,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Mim that is attributed to aught but
the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Lumi-
nosity, which is exalted above all things, to remove through
Thy power every being marked with Nun that is attributed
to aught but the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glory,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
every being marked with Sin that is attributed to aught but
the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Loftiness,
which is exalted above all things, to remove through Thy power
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every being marked with ‘Ayn that is attributed to aught but
the Truth, for verily Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Power,
which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every essence
of Fa attributed to aught but the Truth, through Thy power
over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-
Sufficiency, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate ev-
ery essence of Sad attributed to aught but the Truth, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-
Subsistence, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate
every essence of Qaf attributed to aught but the Truth, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Lord-
ship, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Ra attributed to aught but the Truth, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Wit-
nessing, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Shin attributed to aught but the Truth, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Power
of Repentance, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate
every essence of Ta attributed to aught but the Truth, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

5 Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Stead-

fastness, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Tha attributed to aught but the Truth, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative
Power, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Kha attributed to aught but the Truth, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Power of
Creation, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Dhal attributed to aught but the Truth, through
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Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy All-
Embracing Power, which is exalted above all things, to anni-
hilate every essence of Dad attributed to aught but the Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Mani-
festness, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Za attributed to aught but the Truth, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Tran-
scendence, which is exalted above all things, to annihilate every
essence of Ghayn attributed to aught but the Truth, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! O my God, after this prayer
nothing remains for aught but the Truth that has not been
mentioned therein. Therefore, O God, hasten Thy vengeance
and retribution upon those who worship Thee not and pros-
trate not before Thee. Verily, Thou hast ever been the Sub-
duer of all things, the Manifest above all things, the Powerful
over all things, the Exalted above all things, the Inaccessible
above all things, the Most High in the heights of all things, the
Sovereign over all things, [Supreme] above all things, and the
Guardian over all Thou hast created and fashioned. Therefore,
O God, purify the hearts of Thy loved ones through the mani-
festation of the authority of Thy transcendence and exaltation,
and the dominion of Thy sovereignty and inaccessibility, un-
til Thou causest all to enter, through Thy bounty, into Thy
good-pleasure. In Thy knowledge there is none who can be
veiled from Thy glory. Verily, Thou art knowing of all things,
Thou art powerful over all things, Thou art the Sustainer of
all things, Thou art the Watcher over all things, and Thou art
the Preserver of all things.
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Du’a’ li’l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
Date: 1264-1265 [18/8-1849]

In the Name of God, the Most Firm, the Most Firm

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Firstness, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Alif who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Loftiness, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Ba who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Omnipotence, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Jim who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Everlastingness, which is exalted above all things, to assist
every person whose name begins with Dal who is related to
the Tree of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily,
Thou art powerful over all things.

i Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy

Guidance, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Ha who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy
Sovereignty, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Vav who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy
Cultivating Power, which is exalted above all things, to assist
every person whose name begins with Za who is related to the
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Tree of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou
art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Life-giving power, which is exalted above all things, to assist
every person whose name begins with Ha who is related to the
Tree of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou
art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy
Manifest Power, which is exalted above all things, to assist
every person whose name begins with Ta who is related to the
Tree of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou
art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy
Ruby-like Essence, which is exalted above all things, to assist
every person whose name begins with Ya who is related to the
Tree of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou
art powerful over all things.

2 Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy

Entity, which is exalted above all things, to assist every person
whose name begins with Kaf who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy
Dominion, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Lam who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy
Kingdom, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Mim who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Luminosity, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with Nun who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Glory, which is exalted above all things, to assist every person
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whose name begins with Sin who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

7 Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy

Ancientness, which is exalted above all things, to assist every
person whose name begins with ‘Ayn who is related to the Tree
of Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy servi-
tude which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every pos-
sessor of the letter Fa who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy do-
minion which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Sad who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
sovereignty which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist
every possessor of the letter Qaf who is related to the Tree of
Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy lordship
which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every possessor
of the letter Ra who is related to the Tree of Truth, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy wit-
nessing which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Shin who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy for-
giving nature which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist
every possessor of the letter Ta who is related to the Tree of
Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.
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Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy stead-
fastness which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Tha who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy creative
power which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Kha who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy power of
creation which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Dhal who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy prov-
idence which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Dad who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy mani-
festation which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Za who is related to the Tree of Truth,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy for-
giveness which transcendeth all things, that Thou assist every
possessor of the letter Ghayn who is related to the Tree of
Truth, through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art
powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Nothing remaineth in Thy cre-
ation but that I have besought Thee by it to assist the Tree of
Truth from Thy presence. Therefore, O my God, teach every-
one who entereth the Bayan to recite the prayer of negation
and affirmation in Thy path, for it is the swiftest of prayers
Thou hast sent down and the greatest of words Thou hast cre-
ated. Thou hast ordained for Thyself to answer him who cal-
leth upon its number seeking Thy good pleasure - in negation
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by granting him dominion, and in affirmation for Thy loved one
by granting him victory. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of
all things.

uL_S.\.;wu\.;uLN\L;,e\S_LcuL

MKI4515.037v-041v
BB00178
Du’a’ ’ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
Date: 1265 [1848-1849]
In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy o8 C’AH A 4

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thine eternity which is exalted
above all things, to transform, through Thy power over all
things, the essence of every being with an Alif that is attributed
to the Tree of Fire into light. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy [...] which is exalted above
all things, to transform every being with [...] that is attributed
to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy power over all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy forgiving nature which
transcendeth all things, to transform every being with a Ta
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

5 I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy steadfastness which is

resplendent above all things, to transform every being with a
Tha that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy sovereignty which standeth
independent of all things, to transform every being with a Jim
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy life which is eternal above
all things, to transform every being with a Ha that is attributed

to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy power over all things.
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Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy creative power which is
manifest above all things, to transform every being with a Kha
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thine everlastingness which is
glorified above all things, to transform every being with a Dal
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy creative essence which is
beautified above all things, to transform every being with a
Dhal that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Lordship which is magnified
above all things, to transform every being with a Ra that is
attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy power
over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy nurturing power which is
established above all things, to transform every being with a
Za that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy dominion which ruleth
supreme above all things, to transform every being with a Sin
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy witness-bearing nature
which is illumined above all things, to transform every being
with a Shin that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-
Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy self-subsistence which is
exalted above all things, to transform every being with a Sad
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.
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I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy all-preserving nature [...]
over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy sanctifying power which is
purified above all things, to transform every being with a Ta
that is attributed to the Tree of Fire into light, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy glory which transcendeth
all things to transform through Thy power over all things every
essence of Za attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light. Verily,
Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy grandeur which is sanctified
above all things to transform through Thy power over all things
every essence of ‘Ayn attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light.
Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy forgiveness which seeth be-
yond all things to transform through Thy power over all things
every essence of Ghayn attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light.
Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy singleness which standeth
alone above all things to transform through Thy power over all
things every essence of Fa attributed to the Tree of Fire into
Light. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful,
the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy power which extendeth
over all things to transform through Thy power over all things
every essence of Qaf attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light.
Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy essence which draweth
nigh above all things to transform through Thy power over all
things every essence of Kaf attributed to the Tree of Fire into
Light. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful,
the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy grace which bestoweth kind-
ness above all things to transform through Thy power over all
things every essence of Lam attributed to the Tree of Fire into
Light. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful,
the Most Great.
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I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy [...] which precedeth all
things to transform through Thy power over all things every
essence of Mim attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light. Verily,
Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy luminosity which illumineth
above all things to transform through Thy power over all things
every essence of Nun attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light.
Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy oneness which [...] above
all things to transform through Thy power over all things every
essence of Vav attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light. Verily,
Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy guidance which transcen-
deth all things to transform through Thy power over all things
every essence of Ha attributed to the Tree of Fire into Light.
Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful, the Most
Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy divinity which is inaccessi-
ble above all things to transform through Thy power over all
things every essence of La attributed to the Tree of Fire into
Light. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful,
the Most Great.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy ruby-like essence which
shineth above all things to transform through Thy power over
all things every essence of Ya attributed to the Tree of Fire into
Light. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful,
the Most Great.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! There is no difference between
Fire and Light save the number of the Gate. Thou causest to
enter whom Thou willest therein. Thus is the earth of Fire
transformed into Light, and this in Thy power is nearer than
all things. Shouldst Thou raise up one endued with sovereignty
to prevail over all who are on earth, that they might declare:
“There is no God but God, and verily the Seven Letters are
the Gate of God, and that which God hath sent down in the
Bayan is the truth, wherein there is no doubt” - a revelation
from the Lord of the worlds - then would all fire be transformed
into light [...] O my God, in the exaltation of Thy mercy and
the inaccessibility of Thy gift. Verily, Thy servants are weak
within Thy grasp, turning as Thou causest them to turn, and
submitting as Thou dost prevail over them.
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Glory be unto Thee, O Lord! This is a night which Thou hast
exalted among all nights. Therefore, O God, have mercy upon
all things, for verily when a thing is related unto fire it be-
cometh fire, and when it is related unto light it becometh light.
By Thy might, it is as though I hear from all atoms the cry:
“QO Thou our Succour! O our God, aid us and relate us unto
the manifestations of Thy proof, and deliver us from the fire of
our relationship to aught else but Thee!” Or transform their
relationship into a relationship with Thy Cause. Verily, Thou
art the Omnipotent over all contingent beings, the Inaccessi-
ble to all created things, the Most Exalted above all beings,
transcendent above all who dwell in the kingdoms of earth and
heaven, and supreme over all atoms. Thou art the Subduer of
all that can be indicated by allusions, and the Manifest One
before Whom all that can be comprehended through evidences
weepeth. Through Thy Will, in less than the twinkling of an
eye, Thou canst transform the essence of fire into light. For
verily, if fire itself should turn toward Thee and prostrate itself
before Thee, then lo! it becometh light.

Therefore, O God, preserve all light lest it be transformed into
aught else, and have mercy upon all fire that it may be trans-
formed into Thy light. Verily, Thou art independent of all
contingent beings and self-sufficient above all created things.
There is no power nor strength except through Thee. Thou
art the Single One, the Omnipotent, the Supreme, the Most
High, the Sovereign, the Most Great, the Inaccessible, the Lord
of Might and Majesty. O God! Send Thy blessings upon the
Letters of the First at morn and at eventide.
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INBA_6007C.276-282, CMB_ F14.185r07-
189105
BB00127
a’ li’l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
Date: 1265 [1848-1849]
In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy! TR C’.N\ A )

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Divinity which is inaccessible
above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with Alif
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Powerful, the Most Great.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Sublimity which is exalted
above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with Ba
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Forgiveness which is transcen-
dent above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with
Ta that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness which is firm

above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with Tha
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Great.

i O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Omnipotence which is com-

pelling above all things, to preserve and enrich every being
with Jim that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Life which is inaccessible above
all things, to preserve and enrich every being with Ha that is
related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most Powerful,
the Most Great.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power which is man-
ifest above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with
Kha that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Eternity which is essential
above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with Dal
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Creative Force which is estab-
lished above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with
Dhal that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Lordship which is independent
above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with Ra
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
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over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Most
Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Nurturing Power which is
sovereign above all things, to preserve and enrich every being
with Za that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glorified Being which is domi-
nant above all things, to preserve and enrich every being with
Sin that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Most Powerful, the Most Great.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Witnessing Power which is
inaccessible above all things, to preserve and enrich every being
with Shin that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Most Powerful, the Most Great.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Self-Sufficiency whose
sovereignty is exalted above all things, that Thou mayest pre-
serve me, and enrich me, and preserve and enrich every soul
denoted by the letter Sad, who is ascribed unto the Tree of
Affirmation, through Thy power over all things. Verily Thou
art ever the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the Most Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Suretyship whose sustaining
might endureth above all things, that Thou mayest preserve
me, and enrich me, and preserve and enrich every soul denoted
by the letter Dad, who is ascribed unto the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thy power over all things. Verily Thou art ever the
All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the Most Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy purity which is purified
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Ta that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy manifestness which is mani-
fest above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Za that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy greatness which is exalted
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked with
‘Ayn that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
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power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy forgiving nature which is
tranquil above all things, to protect and enrich every being
marked with Ghayn that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-
Knowing, the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy singleness which is unique
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Fa that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the
Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy dominion which is tri-
umphant above all things, to protect and enrich every being
marked with Qaf that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-
Knowing, the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy grandeur which is glorified
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Kaf that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy grace which is gracious
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Lam that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

5 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy beneficence which is preemi-

nent above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Mim that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy light which is luminous
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Nun that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

» O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy oneness which is unified

above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Vav that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

waie 2 L) I syl el G1
L-,pcf\s:\{;,,w, Lid ol s 2 K G
SO S O RCEN EP

Lo Tyumie L 5™ el

o e o Ll Gl Sl e GI gl
Bu\&i{u@}uﬁ&i&\;é:{é}
W\)Mbﬁcw{d\

G5 Wl 2 L ) el el G gl
b iy § s kit Ol e
v e i SV 52 T,

W\)wbﬁcdd\

c«ﬁ@@wg\d@%m\;\;@\

f&cé/\?.\muum d\wd{
wbmuwdww

m@wg\a@wm\;\(,@\
oYl [ o s id Ol e 8 K G
s K Je oy LV S 2 Ul

Lodie Tyoie LM s ol
Bdin (£ L) (I cleslic el G1 o
(veo\s;{w,y.a;o\@z;{g;
;sﬂf‘}cdu).m SV s L) e

mbwumxm

e A L @) ksl Sl I ol
',u\s:){u\.;,, Lid Ol 2 K G
;LS'HLFLLC&)M uL‘\J\ oﬁ&\w

W\)MD%JJ\

s.\,ﬂ@wg\a;;\.\,jm\g\;@\
wydc_x.\muuw £ A
wbwumvs;x\

95

22

24

26

[N
~



28

w

Vol. 21: The Bab: Declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq, 1848 -1849)

BB00127

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy guidance which is mighty
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with Ha that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy divinity which is illumined
above all things, to protect and enrich every being marked
with La that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing,
the Mighty, the Great.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy ruby-like essence which
is established above all things, to protect and enrich every be-
ing marked with Ya that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thy power over all things. Verily, Thou art the All-
Knowing, the Mighty, the Great.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! From time immemorial Thy
Will hath been supreme over all contingent beings, Thy Pur-
pose manifest above all created things, Thy Decree exalted
above all atoms, and Thy Permission transcendent above all
who dwell in the kingdoms of earth and heaven. Thou art the
Sovereign over all who dwell in the Kingdom of Names and At-
tributes, and Thy Book is supreme over all books and proofs.
I beseech Thee to protect him whom Thou hast guided and
brought beneath the shadow of the Tree of Thy affirmation,
for this is the greatest of Thy favors unto them that believe in
Thy unity, and the most generous of Thy gifts unto them that
glorify Thee.

For it may be that a servant dwelleth in the paradise of Thy
affirmation, yet Thou mayest transform his light into fire by
causing him to depart from the Bayan and enter into that
which is inferior to it. For, by Thy glory, every paradise [...] is
greater than what Thou didst create before it, and every fire
Thou kindlest is more intense than what Thou didst kindle
before. Therefore, O my God, make all fire to be coolness and
peace, light and bounty for me and for those who believe in
Thee and Thy signs.

For whoso was in the paradise of the letter Alif of Thy Book
which Thou didst reveal before the Qur’an until what Thou
revealest was in Thy paradise, and whoso was not therein was
in Thy fire. But when Thou didst reveal the Qur’an, whoso
believed in it entered the most exalted paradise, and whoso be-
lieved not in it entered into the most severe fire. And likewise,
O my God, when Thou didst reveal the Bayan, for the paradise
of the Qur’an compared to the paradise of the Bayan is as the
manifestation of the first life compared to the latter, and its
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fire is like its paradise in that it is more severe than the first
fire, for I witness with mine own eyes that whoso departeth
from the Bayan, his fire is more intense than his who departed
from the Qur’an.

This hath ever been and will ever be Thy way in every Res-
urrection, in exaltation and transcendence. I beseech Thee
therefore, O my God, to make me, at every Manifestation of
Thyself, of them that believe in Thee lest [...] the fire, for by
Thy glory, I have seen no fire more severe than to witness yet
disbelieve in Thy signs with faith and certitude, and no par-
adise greater than to hasten in belief in Thee and to prostrate
before Thee. And that I might take possession of the gardens
of Thy Manifestation’s paradise before any soul through faith
in Thy signs, which are its fruits.

Therefore, O my God, by Thy power whereby Thou hast sus-
tained the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is between
them, hold firm all who have entered the Bayan lest they enter
into the fire by removing themselves from beneath the shadow
of the Tree of Thy affirmation. And transform, O my God, all
fire into light by Thy power whereby Thou hast created the
heavens and the earth and whatsoever is between them. For
verily Thou art powerful over that and supreme above it. Noth-
ing in the heavens or on earth or between them can frustrate
Thee, and nothing in the kingdom of command or creation or
whatsoever is beneath them can thwart Thee.

Therefore, O my God, do with all that Thou hast created or
wilt create that which will cause it to enter into the light of Thy
unity and the radiance of the Sun of Thy sanctity in the gate of
Thy oneness. Verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the Powerful,
the Great. And send Thy blessings, O my God, upon the
Letters of the First in every time, and before time, and after
time. Verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Exalted.
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Du’a’ “ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation)

Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

In the Name of God, the Exalted, the Most Holy! oY Gf,)\ Il o

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Divinity which is inacces-
sible above all things, to destroy every entity of Alif that is
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Transcendence which is
elevated above all things, to destroy every entity of Ba that
is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is
inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Might which is indepen-
dent above all things, to destroy every entity of Jim that is
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Perpetuity which precedeth
all things, to destroy every entity of Dal that is attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of all things.

; O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guidance which transcen-

deth all things, to destroy every entity of Ha that is attributed
to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inaccessible
above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of all
things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Oneness which dominateth
all things, to destroy every entity of Vav that is attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Cultivation which sus-
taineth all things, to destroy every entity of Za that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inac-
cessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of
all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Life which endureth above
all things, to destroy every entity of Ha that is attributed to
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the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity which purifieth all
things, to destroy every entity of Ta that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Certainty which is estab-
lished above all things, to destroy every entity of Ya that is
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Grandeur which is inde-
pendent above all things, to destroy every entity of Kaf that is
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety which penetrateth
all things, to destroy every entity of Lam that is attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty which pos-
sesseth all things, to destroy every entity of Mim that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inac-
cessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of
all things.

I beseech Thee by Thy Luminosity which illu-
mineth all things, to destroy every entity of Nun that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is inac-
cessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing of
all things.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy transcendent knowledge
which hath shone forth above all things to destroy every essence
of the letter Sin that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by
Thy Being which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou
art the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy loftiness which hath dawned
resplendent above all things to destroy every essence of the
letter ‘Ayn that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy
Being which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art
the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy singleness which is unique
above all things to destroy every essence of the letter Fa that
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is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is
inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Self-Subsistence which is
effulgent above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Sad that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being
which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy All-Sustaining power which
sustaineth all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Qaf that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Be-
ing which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Lordship which transcen-
deth all things to destroy every essence of the letter Ra that is
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing
of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Witnessing which beareth
witness above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Shin that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being
which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Ever-Forgiving nature
which is purified above all things to destroy every essence of
the letter Ta that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy
Being which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art
the All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Constancy which is stead-
fast above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Tha that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Be-
ing which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

5 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power which is

unique above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Kha that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being
which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Force which is
exalted above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Dhal that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being
which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.
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O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy All-Preserving power which

is glorified above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Dad that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being
which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Manifestness which is
magnified above all things to destroy every essence of the letter
Za that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Being
which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the
All-Knowing of all things.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Sufficiency which is
independent above all things to destroy every essence of the
letter Ghayn that is attributed to the Tree of Negation, by
Thy Being which is inaccessible above all things. Verily, Thou
art the All-Knowing of all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! From time immemorial Thy
Will hath held sway over all contingent beings and Thy Pur-
pose hath been manifest above all created things. By it do all
move, and by it do all find rest. Thou wert before all things,
Thou art the Creator after all things, and Thou art the Being
above all things. Thou hast created all things by Thy power
from nothing, and things in Thy sight after their existence are
even as they were before their existence, for Thou didst es-
tablish them by themselves out of nothing, and confined them
within their bounds from nothing. Thou art He Whom noth-
ing can comprehend, due to the loftiness of Thy Being, and
Thou art He Whom nothing can describe, due to the sublimity
of Thy Essence.

All glorify Thee, all praise Thee, all testify to Thy unity, and
all magnify Thee according to what Thou hast created in the
realm of origination and what can be conceived in the domain
of invention. Yet how limited is that compared to what Thy
Being deserveth and what befitteth the holy majesty of Thine
Essence! What I have witnessed, O my God, are but two trees
- one of negation which, by Thy justice, shall perish, and one
of affirmation which, by Thy grace, shall endure. I beseech
Thee, O my God, to destroy the tree of negation in such wise
that no trace of it shall remain, and to elevate the tree of
affirmation until it filleth the heavens and the earth and all
that lieth between them with its mention, for this can only be
achieved through Thy power, Thy might, Thy dominion, Thy
sovereignty, Thy supremacy, Thy compelling force, Thy lumi-
nosity, Thy creative power, Thy munificence, Thy sanctity,
Thy firstness, Thy lastness, Thy outwardness, Thy inwardness,
Thy forgiving nature, and all that befitteth the holy majesty of
Thine eternity, for all besides Thee are but Thy creation. O my
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God, Thine are the most excellent names in their essence, and
the supreme examples proclaim their abstraction. All stand
fast within the compass of Thy Will, and all bow down be-
fore Thy Desire. Nothing existeth save through Thee, circling
round “There is no God but Thee.”

I therefore beseech Thee to protect me and those who believe
in the Bayan from the tree of negation and all that pertaineth
unto it, and to grant me that which Thou hast ordained in
the tree of affirmation and all that pertaineth unto it. For
all grace proceedeth from Thee unto both these groups - unto
those whom Thou causest to precede, whom Thou destroyest,
whom Thou annihilatest, whom Thou forsaketh, whom Thou
abaseth, and unto those whom Thou preserveth, whom Thou
createth, whom Thou aideth, whom Thou exalteth, whom
Thou uplifteth, and whom Thou makest to prevail. This is
Thy justice toward the former and Thy grace toward the lat-
ter. I seek refuge with Thee from Thy justice unto Thee, and I
beseech Thee of Thy grace before Thee, and I draw nigh unto
Thee through Thee, hoping for that which befitteth the holy
majesty of Thy oneness and the wondrous glory of Thy unity,
for I have no path to aught besides Thee, nor can any who
know Thee find access to other than Thee. I therefore beseech
Thee by all Thy love for what Thou lovest and art well-pleased
with, and I seek Thy protection from that which Thou hast not
reckoned in Thy knowledge, or dost reckon in Thy knowledge,
or shall afterward reckon in Thy knowledge, for verily Thou
art ever in a wondrous state, a new creation, an exalted might,
and a lofty dominion, and none knoweth this save Thee.

Send down Thy blessings, O my God, upon Thy chosen ones in
the kingdom of names and attributes, for none can encompass
the knowledge thereof, and send down at this moment upon
all who believe in the Bayan, whether male or female, and
upon all who take shelter beneath the tree of Thy affirmation,
though it be but an atom, that which befitteth the loftiness of
Thy sanctification and the sublimity of Thy melody, for in Thy
grasp is the kingdom of the hereafter and of the former time,
and in Thy right hand is whatsoever is in the highest heavens
and lowest earths and all that lieth between them and above
them, even unto what Thou dost reckon.
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Du’a’ “ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation)

Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy oY C-,.w Il o

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Divinity which is exalted above
all things, to punish every being of Alif associated with the Tree
of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is sanctified above all
things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Transcendence which is ele-
vated above all things, to punish every being of Ba associated
with the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is es-
tablished above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Omnipotence which is inacces-
sible above all things, to punish every being of Jim associated
with the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is es-
tablished above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Severe.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Eternality which is supreme
above all things, to punish every being of Dal associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guidance which is illuminating
above all things, to punish every being of Ha associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Oneness which is resplendent
above all things, to punish every being of Vav associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Uniqueness which is singular
above all things, to punish every being of Za associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Life which is sanctified above
all things, to punish every being of Ha associated with the Tree
of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established above all
things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

G5 izt L) @) el elral 1 gl
oﬁ&\w J\u\:fuu\md\&h{
&i{gymm@\r\@\dwﬂw\
s g 8™ e
s 2 ) @) Sl il G ol
)y ;La\sjg.\,:g\@%g,;
G Bsie (P L) @) Sapdy H) 52
\AM\)\.@}JJ\&L{

35wzt 2 L) gl e slg e Gl gl
3R Y fa-o\s‘fg.'w&\@w{
(G s 2 L) @) s A

\,\;..\M\)L@JVL\

Al (2 ) @) g Sl I ol
), d\:u\;fuwd\&i{u}g
G Bsie (P ) @) sty H) 52
\,».\M\,@JJ\@:K
W@V\@\@\.\ré)\b\d\r@m
J\w ;bu\:fu-&:d\&i{u}e
G dasie (2 W) G eyt 43S
s hlg o8 el o2

e 2 %;\ gl el ol
AV ey 5l I3 7 e O) 12K G
G e 2 el ) ek 5

s hlg o8 bl o2

83,80 (P ! L”;J\ el it G r.@U\
A iy o5 D3 8 (1o 0 26 3
G hogin (p Ll G eyt fl 52

s 1ylg o8 el 2

G e (2 L) Gl il il GI ol ¢

63



16

19

Vol. 21: The Bab: Declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq, 1848 -1849)

BB00161

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity which is purified above
all things, to punish every being of Ta associated with the Tree
of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established above all
things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Ruby Essence which is glorified
above all things, to punish every being of Ya associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Grandeur which is magnified
above all things, to punish every being of Kaf associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety which is refined
above all things, to punish every being of Lam associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Beneficence which is illumi-
nated above all things, to punish every being of Mim associ-
ated with the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is
established above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Severe.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Luminosity which is beloved

above all things, to punish every being of Nun associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glorification which is sanctified
above all things, to punish every being of Sin associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Sovereignty which is established
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Severe.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Greatness which is magnified
above all things, to punish every being of ‘Ayn associated with
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth
supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the All-Compelling,
the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Singleness which tran-
scendeth all things, to chastise every essence of F attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth
supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the All-Compelling,
the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Eternal Identity
which transcendeth all things, to chastise every essence of S
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attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence
which standeth supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Power which exten-
deth over all things, to chastise every essence of Q attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth
supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the All-Compelling,
the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Mercy which encom-
passeth all things, to chastise every essence of R attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which precedeth
all things - verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Witness which pre-
cedeth all things, to chastise every essence of Sh attributed to
the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which precedeth
all things - verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Ever-Turning
Grace which illumineth all things, to chastise every essence
of T attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-
Subsistence which precedeth all things - verily, Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness
which confirmeth all things, to chastise every essence of Th
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence
which standeth supreme above all things - verily, Thou art
the All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power which
manifesteth above all things, to chastise every essence of Kh
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence
which standeth supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Force
which transcendeth all things, to chastise every essence of Dh
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence
which standeth supreme above all things - verily, Thou art
the All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Preserving Power

which riseth above all things, to chastise every essence
of D attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-
Subsistence which precedeth all things - verily, Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Manifest Power
which appeareth above all things, to chastise every essence of
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Z attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence
which standeth supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Severe.

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Sufficiency which
is independent of all things, to chastise every essence of Gh
attributed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy Self-Subsistence
which standeth supreme above all things - verily, Thou art the
All-Compelling, the Severe.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I testify, and all things
testify, that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, alone
with no partner. Thine is the dominion and the kingdom, and
Thine the might and the power, and Thine the strength and
the sovereignty, and Thine the power and the authority. Thou
givest life and causeth death, then causeth death and givest life,
and verily Thou art the Ever-Living Who dieth not. In Thy
grasp is the kingdom of all things. Thou createst what Thou
willest by Thy command. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things. I testify, and all things testify, that in Thy knowledge
there is no punishment for those who deny and those among
them more severe than what their hands have wrought and
their veiling themselves from the commands of the Sovereign
of Thy Self-Subsistence, when there appears to them in the
hereafter from the fire that which is the fruit thereof.

Therefore, I beseech Thee, O my God, to hasten that whereby
Thou shalt gladden the eyes of Thy loved ones, when Thou dost
punish Thine enemies with what they deserve through Thy
chastisement and vengeance. For were the veil to be lifted from
their insight, they would love the punishment of their own souls,
for that is what Thou hast loved and been pleased with. And
were they to be content with Thy good-pleasure and love what
Thou lovest, they would have no recourse save through the
annihilation of their souls and the torment of their beings, until
no mention of them remaineth on earth. Then shall the tree of
Thy love be raised up through the manifestations of Thy power
that are possible within it and upon it, and the revelations of
Thy glory, and the wondrous signs of Thy Lordship, and the
tokens of Thine eternal majesty, and the evidences of Thy holy
and eternal sovereignty, and the exaltation of the carpet of Thy
mighty oneness, and the inaccessible heights of Thy sovereign
unity. For every good thing Thou hast created, Thou hast
loved it for that Tree.

Therefore, O my God, send down upon it such bounty as shall
through it take vengeance on those who enter not beneath
its shade and punish those who believe not in its signs. Verily,
Thou art the All-Knowing. Nothing is hidden from Thy knowl-
edge, whether in the heavens or on earth or between them. I
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swear by Thy might and power and strength and sovereignty
and everlasting dominion that I seek refuge from the fire en-
tirely and all that pertaineth thereunto. Therefore preserve
me, O my God, from it and from all who oppose the path of
Thy love. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon the guides who lead to Thee
and the examples that point to Thee, through that which Thou
hast encompassed in Thy knowledge. Verily, Thou art witness
over all things. Thou aidest whom Thou willest through Thy
command and causeth to slip whom Thou desirest through Thy
justice. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

34 Prayer for Affirmation

In the Name of God, the Most Impregnable, the Most Holy

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Divinity which shineth above
all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of the
letter Alif that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy
Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou art
the Beneficent, the Generous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glory which is exalted above
all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of the
letter Ba that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy
Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou art
the Beneficent, the Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Might which is independent
above all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of
the letter Jim that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by
Thy Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou
art the Beneficent, the Generous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thine Eternity which is inaccessible
above all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of
the letter Dal that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by
Thy Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou
art the Beneficent, the Generous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guidance which dawns above
all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of the
letter Ha that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy
Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou art
the Beneficent, the Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Oneness which ruleth above
all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of the
letter Vav that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy
Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou art
the Beneficent, the Generous.
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O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power which is unique
above all things to have mercy upon and honor every being of
the letter Ya that is attributed to the Tree of Affirmation, by
Thy Sovereignty which standeth above all things. Verily, Thou
art the Beneficent, the Generous.

O Lord! I beseech Thee, by Thy protective power which tran-
scendeth all things, to show mercy and grant honor unto ev-
ery soul endowed with Ha that belongeth to the Tree of Di-
vine Affirmation, through Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth
supreme above all things. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the
Bountiful.

O Lord! T beseech Thee, by Thy purity which transcendeth
all things, to show mercy and grant honor unto every soul
endowed with Ta that belongeth to the Tree of Divine Affir-
mation, through Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth supreme
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O Lord! I beseech Thee, by Thy ruby-like splendor which
shineth above all things, to show mercy and grant honor unto
every soul endowed with Ya that belongeth to the Tree of Di-
vine Affirmation, through Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth
supreme above all things. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the
Bountiful.

O Lord! I beseech Thee, by Thine essence which transcendeth
all things, to show mercy and grant honor unto every soul
endowed with Kaf that belongeth to the Tree of Divine Affir-
mation, through Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth supreme
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

7 O Lord! I beseech Thee, by Thy subtlety which transcendeth

all things, to show mercy and grant honor unto every soul
endowed with Lam that belongeth to the Tree of Divine Affir-
mation, through Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth supreme
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O Lord! I beseech Thee, by Thy sovereignty which ruleth over
all things, to show mercy and grant honor unto every soul
endowed with Mim that belongeth to the Tree of Divine Affir-
mation, through Thy Self-Subsistence which standeth supreme
above all things. Verily, Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.
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Du’a’ “ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation)

Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

In the Name of God, the Exalted, the Most Holy oY Gf,)\ Il o

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Primacy which is elevated
above all things, to send down through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion over all things, every essence of Alif that is related
to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted, the
Mighty.

O my God! Ibeseech Thee by Thy Transcendence which is inac-
cessible above all things, to send down through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Ba that is
related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Acceptance which is resplen-
dent above all things, to send down through the sovereignty of
Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Ta that is re-
lated to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness which is
elevated above all things, to send down through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Tha that is
related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

I beseech Thee by Thy Omnipotence which is
all-encompassing above all things, to send down through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of
Jim that is related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art
the Exalted, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Life-giving power which is
exalted above all things, to send down through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Ha that is
related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Creative power which
is abundant above all things, to send down through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of
Kha that is related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art
the Exalted, the Mighty.
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O my God! I beseech Thee by Thine Eternity which is ever-
lasting above all things, to send down through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Dal that is
related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creating power which is
purified above all things, to send down through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Dhal that is
related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Lordship which is glorified
above all things, to send down through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion over all things, every essence of Ra that is related
to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted, the
Mighty.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Restraining power which
is sanctified above all things, to send down through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of
Za that is related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art
the Exalted, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glorified Nature which
is sanctified above all things, to send down through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of
Sin that is related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art
the Exalted, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Witnessing power which is
all-encompassing above all things, to send down through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of
Shin that is related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art
the Exalted, the Mighty.

I beseech Thee by Thine Eternality which is
resplendent above all things, to send down through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of
Sad that is related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art
the Exalted, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Illuminating power which is
radiant above all things, to send down through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion over all things, every essence of Dad that is
related to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted,
the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity which is purified
above all things, to send down through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion over all things, every essence of Ta that is related
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to the Tree of Negation. Verily, Thou art the Exalted, the
Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Manifestation which is ex-
alted above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of
Thy dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifesta-
tion of the letter Za attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily,
Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sublimity which is tran-
scendent above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifes-
tation of the letter ‘Ayn attributed to the Tree of Negation -
verily, Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Forgiveness which is well-
pleasing above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifes-
tation of the letter Ghayn attributed to the Tree of Negation -
verily, Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Singleness which is exalted
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation of
the letter Fa attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily, Thou
art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Subsistence which is es-
tablished above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty
of Thy dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifes-
tation of the letter Qaf attributed to the Tree of Negation -
verily, Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Grandeur which existeth
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation
of the letter Kaf attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily,
Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Grace which is gracious
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation
of the letter Lam attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily,
Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

I beseech Thee by the Kingdom of Thy
Sovereignty which ruleth above all things to cast down,
through the sovereignty of Thy dominion which transcendeth
all things, every manifestation of the letter Mim attributed to
the Tree of Negation - verily, Thou art the Most High, the
Mighty.
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O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Light which illumineth
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation
of the letter Nun attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily,
Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Oneness which hath
sovereignty above all things to cast down, through the
sovereignty of Thy dominion which transcendeth all things,
every manifestation of the letter Vav attributed to the Tree of
Negation - verily, Thou art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Identity which is exalted
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation of
the letter Ha attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily, Thou
art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Divinity which shineth
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation of
the letter La attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily, Thou
art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Power which dawneth
above all things to cast down, through the sovereignty of Thy
dominion which transcendeth all things, every manifestation of
the letter Ya attributed to the Tree of Negation - verily, Thou
art the Most High, the Mighty.

O my God! Thou art the Sovereign, the Inaccessible in the
kingdom of might and majesty, and the King, the Exalted in
the kingdom of power and beauty. Thou hast created naught
in existence save two trees: the Tree of Negation and the Tree
of Affirmation. Thou hast made Negation the manifestation
of “no god” and Affirmation the manifestation of “but God.
Thou hast made Negation Thy fire for those who enter therein,
and Affirmation Thy paradise for those who enter therein. The
former ever descendeth to the depths below, while the latter
ascendeth to the heights above. I beseech Thee therefore, O my
God, by Thy Self - for none is equal to Thee, nor is there any
peer, likeness, companion or similitude unto Thee - to protect
me from the Tree of Negation through all Thy protection.

I take refuge in Thee, and beseech Thee to grant me, through
all Thy mercy, the Tree of Affirmation, for this one possesses
but few days of fleeting enjoyment, after which his remem-
brance and all he owned shall perish, leaving upon him trials
and torment. But this, Thy sovereignty, endures from one
Manifestation unto the dawning-place of Thy next Manifesta-
tion, and there is no end to what Thou hast bestowed. I see
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naught in the fire and those who seek its shade save lack of
understanding, for they are not content with numbered days
and the extinction of themselves and all that is attributed to
them in the eternity of eternities and the glory of pre-existence.
Therefore, O my God, comprehend through Thy mercy all Thy
servants, for they are weak, looking toward that which prof-
iteth them not, and their eyes behold the fire in what they
have possessed for numbered days.

By Thy glory! I see not in it, nor in these people, the weight
of a mustard seed before Thee, for the extent of their knowl-
edge is bounded by extinction and nothingness. And I see no
abasement for those who seek shelter beneath the Tree of Thy
Affirmation, even should they be martyred in Thy path, for
their connection is joined to Thy eternal sovereignty, which
endureth without end.

Glorified art Thou! How exalted is Thy power! It is as though
Thou didst not create in the fire and its people any understand-
ing by which they might show mercy unto themselves, even
after Thy proof was completed against it and those within it.
And it is as though Thou didst not create in the Manifestations
of Thy Affirmation any understanding save this: that they are
content with martyrdom and care not for it, and glory in this
throughout the kingdoms of the heavens and earth and what-
soever lieth between them, due to their connection with the
cord of Thy power and their relation to the Sovereign of Thine
eternity.

How remote is the fire and its people! How near is Paradise and
its people! I seek refuge in Thee, O my God, from negation and
all that pertaineth unto it, and I beseech Thee of Thy grace
concerning Paradise and all that pertaineth unto it. There is
no power nor strength save in Thee, and Thou art, in truth,
the All-Knowing.
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Du’a’ li’l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy!

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Divinity which shineth forth
above all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being
whose name beginneth with Alif and who is related to the Tree
of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Glory which is resplendent
above all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being
whose name beginneth with Ba and who is related to the Tree
of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Might which standeth supreme
above all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being
whose name beginneth with Jim and who is related to the Tree
of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thine Everlastingness which tran-
scendeth all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being
whose name beginneth with Dal and who is related to the Tree
of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

i O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Guidance which illumineth

all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose
name beginneth with Ha and who is related to the Tree of
Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Oneness which dominateth
all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose
name beginneth with Vav and who is related to the Tree of Af-
firmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy creative Power which exalteth
itself above all things, to have mercy upon and honor every be-
ing whose name beginneth with Za and who is related to the
Tree of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Gen-
erous.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Life which is elevated above
all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose
name beginneth with Ha and who is related to the Tree of Af-
firmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Purity which purifieth all
things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose name
beginneth with Ta and who is related to the Tree of Affirma-
tion, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things. Ver-
ily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Ruby-like Essence which illu-
mineth all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being
whose name beginneth with Ya and who is related to the Tree
of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Gener-
ous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thine Essence which transcendeth
all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose
name beginneth with Kaf and who is related to the Tree of Af-
firmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety which pervadeth all
things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose name
beginneth with Lam and who is related to the Tree of Affir-
mation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty which ruleth over
all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose
name beginneth with Mim and who is related to the Tree of Af-
firmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Radiance which illumineth
all things, to have mercy upon and honor every being whose
name beginneth with Nun and who is related to the Tree of Af-
firmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which sustaineth all things.
Verily, Thou art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Dominion which ruleth supreme
over all things, to have mercy upon and honor every essence
of Sin that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy Self-
Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily Thou art the
Bestower, the Bountiful.

I beseech Thee by Thy greatness which standeth
supreme above all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty
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upon every essence of ‘Ayn that is related to the Tree of Affir-
mation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things
- verily Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy singleness which standeth
unique above all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty
upon every essence of Fa that is related to the Tree of Affir-
mation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things
- verily Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Self-Sufficiency which is glori-
fied above all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon
every essence of Sad that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy power which extendeth over all
things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon every essence
of Qaf that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy Self-
Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily Thou art the
Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy mercy which dominateth all
things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon every essence
of Ra that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, by Thy Self-
Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily Thou art the
Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy witness-hood which beareth
witness over all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon
every essence of Shin that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy forgiving nature which illu-
mineth all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon
every essence of Ta that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy steadfastness which estab-
lisheth all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon ev-
ery essence of Tha that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

I beseech Thee by Thy creative power which man-
ifesteth itself above all things, to show mercy and bestow
bounty upon every essence of Kha that is related to the Tree
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of Affirmation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth
all things - verily Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy all-pervading nature which
adorneth all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon
every essence of Dha that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy assuring power which tran-
scendeth all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon
every essence of Dad that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things - verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy all-manifesting power which
prevaileth over all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty
upon every essence of Za that is related to the Tree of Affir-
mation, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things
- verily Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy forgiving nature which tran-
scendeth all things, to show mercy and bestow bounty upon
every essence of Ghayn that is related to the Tree of Affirma-
tion, by Thy Self-Subsistence which transcendeth all things -
verily Thou art the Bestower, the Bountiful.

Glory be unto Thee, O God! I and all things bear witness
that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no
partner. Thine is the dominion and the kingdom, Thine is the
might and the power, Thine is the strength and the divinity,
Thine is the potency and sovereignty.

Thou hast ever been the One God, Single, Unique, Self-
Sufficient, Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting, Supreme and Exalted.
Inaccessible, sanctified, trustworthy and omnipotent art
Thou! Thou hast taken unto Thyself neither consort nor
son, and there is no partner with Thee in Thy dominion,
nor any protector in the earth except by Thy leave. Thou
hast ever been supreme through Thy Will over all contingent
beings, manifest through Thy Purpose over all created things,
powerful through Thy Might over all existence, sovereign
through Thy Decree over all who dwell in the kingdoms of
earth and heaven, transcendent through Thy permission over
all who inhabit the realms of beginning and end, exalted
through Thy term over all who dwell in the kingdoms of origin
and destination, and inaccessible through Thy Book over all
who exist in the kingdoms of names and attributes.
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Wherefore, O my God, send down from every glory its most glo-
rious, from every majesty its most majestic, from every beauty
its most beautiful, from every grandeur its most grand, from
every light its most luminous, from every mercy its most ex-
pansive, from every word its most perfect, from every name its
most great, from every might its most mighty, from every will
its most potent, from every knowledge its most penetrating,
from every power its most powerful, from every utterance its
most pleasing, from every question its most beloved and most
impregnable with Thee, from every dominion its most endur-
ing, from every sovereignty its most magnificent, from every
loftiness its most sublime, and from every bounty its most
ancient, upon the Tree of Thy affirmation - its root, branch,
twigs, leaves and fruits - all of which Thou hast encompassed
in knowledge.

O my God! Send down upon it all Thy signs, and through Thy
manifestations exalt it, make it victorious and triumphant over
all who dwell in the kingdoms of the heavens and the earth and
all that lies between them, through Thy sovereignty. Verily
Thou art the King, the Omnipotent, the Sovereign, the Inacces-
sible, the Exalted Monarch, the Independent Ruler, the Most
High King, the Omnipotent One. Thou dost exalt whomso-
ever Thou willest, however Thou willest, by whatsoever Thou
willest, for whatsoever Thou willest, in whatsoever way Thou
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willest, through Thy power which verily towers above all things.
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Du’a’ li-Ithbati’l-ithbat (prayer for the affirmation of affirmation)

Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

In the Name of God, the Exalted, the Most Holy! TR G’a)\ A e

O God! I beseech Thee by Thine Eternity which transcendeth
all things, to elevate every essence of Alif that is attributed to
the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible
above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Transcendence which is ex-
alted above all things, to elevate every essence of Ba that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Omnipotence which is sancti-
fied above all things, to elevate every essence of Jim that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Perpetuity which beareth wit-
ness above all things, to elevate every essence of Dal that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Guidance which is hallowed
above all things, to elevate every essence of Ha that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty which ruleth above
all things, to elevate every essence of Vav that is attributed to
the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible
above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Power which precedeth all
things, to elevate every essence of Za that is attributed to the
Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Life which endureth above all
things, to elevate every essence of Ha that is attributed to the
Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above
all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity which purifieth above
all things, to elevate every essence of Ta that is attributed to
the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible
above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Certitude which is established
above all things, to elevate every essence of Ya that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Grandeur which is indepen-
dent above all things, to elevate every essence of Kaf that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety which penetrateth
above all things, to elevate every essence of Lam that is at-
tributed to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is in-
accessible above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Bounty which is exalted above
all things, to elevate every essence of Mim that is attributed
to the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible
above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Light which illumineth above

all things, to elevate every essence of Nun that is attributed to
the Tree of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible
above all things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy [...] which [...] all things,
to elevate every essence of Sin that is attributed to the Tree
of Affirmations, by Thy Being which is inaccessible above all
things. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

7 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy transcendent knowledge

which standeth above all things, to elevate every being marked
with the letter ‘Ayn that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things -
verily Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy singleness which standeth
unique above all things, to elevate every being marked with the
letter Fa that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily
Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thine eternality which is sanc-
tified above all things, to elevate every being marked with the
letter Sad that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily
Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy power which dominateth
above all things, to elevate every being marked with the letter
Qaf that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thine
essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily Thou art
the All-Knowing]!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy lordship which precedeth all
things, to elevate every being marked with the letter Ra that
is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thine essence
which is inaccessible above all things - verily Thou art the All-
Knowing!
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2 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy witness which testifieth

above all things, to elevate every being marked with the letter
Shin that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thine
essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily Thou art
the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy relenting grace which il-
lumineth above all things, to elevate every being marked with
the letter Ta that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily
Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy steadfastness which ruleth
above all things, to elevate every being marked with the letter
Tha that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thine
essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily Thou art
the All-Knowing!

O my God! 1 beseech Thee by Thy creative power which
standeth alone above all things, to elevate every being marked
with the letter Kha that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things -
verily Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy originating power which cre-
ateth above all things, to elevate every being marked with the
letter Dhal that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily
Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy preserving power which
shineth above all things, to elevate every being marked with the
letter Dad that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily
Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy manifest nature which is
evident above all things, to elevate every being marked with
the letter Za that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through
Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things - verily
Thou art the All-Knowing!

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thine effacement which is inde-
pendent above all things, to elevate every being marked with
the letter Ghayn that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thine essence which is inaccessible above all things -
verily Thou art the All-Knowing!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou hast ever been supreme
over all contingent beings, manifest above all existing things,
inaccessible above all created things, exalted above all who
dwell in the kingdom of names and attributes, transcendent
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above all who inhabit the kingdoms of earth and heaven, dom-
inant over all that resteth or moveth, and established over all
that dwelleth in the depths of beginning and end, powerful over
all that exists in the kingdom of infinity and finitude, knowing
all that is remembered through Names and Attributes, mighty
over all that is recalled through symbols and guidance, and
witnessing all that has been or will be in the kingdoms of be-
ginning and end.

How can I glorify Thee, O my God, when Thy Being hath
severed all created things from knowing Thee? How can I
praise Thee, O my God, when Thy Essence hath cut off all
contingent beings from extolling Thee? How can I proclaim
Thy oneness, O my God, when Thy Reality hath rendered all
beings powerless to comprehend Thee? How can I magnify
Thee, O my God, when Thy Identity hath separated all who
dwell in the kingdoms of earth and heaven from ascending to
the heaven of Thy holy presence? How can I exalt Thee, O
my God, when all that exists in the kingdom of names and
attributes is drawn to what hath shone forth from the horizon
of Thy holiness in Thy most exalted heights?

O my God, how glorious is Thy loftiness! O my Beloved, how
wondrous is Thy sublimity! Thou art He Who hath ever ex-
isted above all things, and Thou art He Who will forever re-
main after the extinction of all things. O Thou Who existeth
independently and createth through Thy majesty! Do Thou
cause the Tree of Affirmation to rise by Thy power to the ut-
most heights and enable it to reach the summit of its ascent
to the pinnacle of inaccessibility. For verily Thou art power-
ful over whatsoever Thou willest and mighty over whatsoever
Thou desirest. Thy Will dominateth all Thy creation, and be-
fore Thou didst create all things, all were working through it.
Thy Purpose moveth swiftly in the kingdom of Thy holiness
and creation, and before Thou didst will, all were standing
through it.

O Thou Whose power extendeth to all things, Whose might is
inaccessible, Whose sovereignty is everlasting, Whose mercy is
all-embracing, and Whose proof is conclusive! Send down upon
the Manifestations of Thy names and examples that through
which Thou hast revealed Thyself to them through their own
selves, in ways that are limitless with Thee. For none besides
Thee can create anything, nor provide sustenance, nor cause
death, nor grant life, since all besides Thee have been created
from the water of limitation and annihilation, while Thy Being
hath ever been ancient in the glory of eternity with glory and
permanence. I testify, and all things testify, that Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no partner. Thou
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hast ever been one God, Single, Eternal, Self-Subsisting, Ever-
Living, Self-Sustaining. Thou hast taken neither consort nor
son, nor hadst Thou any partner in what Thou hast created,
nor any equal in what Thou hast fashioned. Thou didst create
all things by Thy power and didst form them according to Thy
will. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Therefore, O my God, send down upon the hearts that have
ascended unto Thee, the spirits that have descended into Thy
court, the souls that are enraptured by Thy love, and the bod-
ies that have risen unto Thee, that which beseemeth the glory
of Thy holiness and the sublimity of Thy grace. Verily, Thou
art the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
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Prayer for Ahmad
Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I testify, and all things testify,
that Thou art God, and that there is no God but Thee, alone
without peer. Thine is the sovereignty and Thine is the praise.
Thou givest life and Thou causest death, then Thou causest
death and givest life. Verily, Thou art the Ever-Living Who
dieth not. Within Thy grasp is the kingdom of all things. Thou
createst whatsoever Thou willest by Thy command. Thou art,
verily, powerful over all things.

How can I ascend unto the heaven of Thine eternal holiness, or
soar into the atmosphere of Thy transcendent Self-Subsistence
through praise before Thee and glorification of Thee? Verily
that which is possible in creation or conceivable in invention
befitteth not the sublime holiness of the King of Thy unity,
nor can the glances of nearness to the Sovereign of Thy Self-
Subsistence comprehend it.

I glorify Thee, O my God, above all that hath glorified Thee or
shall glorify Thee, for Thou hast ever been, and wilt ever be,
glorifying Thine Essence through the essence of Thine Essence.
I sanctify Thee above all that hath praised Thee or shall praise
Thee, for Thou, O my God, dost ever sanctify Thy pure Self-
hood through Thy Self-hood. I unite Thee above all that hath
united Thee or shall unite Thee, for that which appeareth of
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Thy unity in the kingdom of Thy creation and is concealed in
the dawning-places of Thine invention befitteth not the sub-
limity of Thy holy exaltation and the loftiness of Thine inac-
cessible might.

For at the mention of aught else but Thee, how can Thy unity
be established, and in the presence of Thy creation, how can
Thy singleness be veiled? Glorified art Thou, O my God! I
beseech Thee by that whereby the essential nature of Thy Self
is united through Thy Self, and the reality of Thine Identity
is magnified through Thine Identity, and the essence of Thine
Eternity is glorified through Thine Eternity, that Thou write
for me that wherewith Thou hast glorified Thyself, and sancti-
fied Thy Being, and united Thine Essence, and magnified Thy
Self-hood, and exalted Thy Self-Subsistence.

For this is what shall profit me with Thee, not what is con-
ceived among all contingent beings, nor what is realized by all
existent things. For that unto which the hearts of them that
are detached and glory in their severance ascend, and that
whereby the realities of them that are possessed of majesty
and elevation are uplifted, is that which Thou hast created by
Thy Will, not from anything, and brought into being by Thy
Creation, not through anything.

; Thou hast ever been one God, Single, Alone, Self-Subsisting,

Ever-Living, Self-Subsisting, All-Wise, Just, Holy, Eternal,
Self-Dependent. Thou hast taken unto Thyself neither consort
nor son, and Thou hast no partner in what Thou hast
fashioned, nor any helper in what Thou hast decreed. Thou
hast ordained the measures of all things by Thy power with
true ordainment, and formed the principles of all things by
Thy will with true formation.

O my God! Thy Will hath ever been dominant over all contin-
gent things, and Thy Purpose manifest over all that dwell in
the kingdoms of earth and heaven. Thy Power is exalted above
all created things, and Thy Decree transcendent over all that
hath been brought into being, and Thy Permission supreme
over all who dwell in the kingdoms of names and attributes.

When wast Thou hidden that none of Thy creation might be-
hold Thee? And when wast Thou absent that any should seek
guidance through other than Thee? Glorified art Thou! There
is no God but Thee. Thou wast the First before all things, and
the Last after all things, and the Manifest above all things, and
the Hidden beyond all things, and powerful over whatsoever
Thou hast willed or shalt will, and mighty over whatsoever
Thou hast desired or shalt desire.
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The glances of the lights of Thy countenance have ever drawn
them that love Thee to the horizon of Thy grandeur, and will
never cease to draw Thy chosen ones to the summit of Thy
Self-Subsistent glory. Thou hast ever been, before all things,
through the Essential Being of Thine Essential Nature, and
Thou wilt ever be, after all things, through the Essential Being
of Thine Essential Nature.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thyself - for there is none
like Thee, nor any equal to Thee, nor any similitude, nor any
companion, nor any likeness of Thee - and then by the first
of Thy Names unto the depths of Thine examples, that Thou
write down for whosoever hath desired to attain Thy presence
on this Day of Resurrection, and hath prostrated himself before
Thee, every good which Thou hast encompassed within Thy
knowledge. For there is no glory, O my God, except in belief
in You and following Your Cause, and there is no fire more
severe with You than one who does not prostrate to You and
sees an equal to You.

I beseech Thee, O God, by the Point of the Bayan, which
Thou created from nothing by itself, and Thou manifested to
it through its essence, and taught it Thy verses, and sent down
upon it Thine attributes, and made it the mirror of Thy Self
wherein nothing is seen except Thee, and through it Thou didst
establish the Resurrection and raise up all Your creation, then
gathered and dispersed and presented before Thee all things.
Whosoever faces the mirror of Thy countenance wherein noth-
ing is seen except Thee, Thou teachest his heart from Thyself
that the verses which Thou hast sent down from that Tree are
from Thee and not from any other, else all the worlds would
be powerless before them, and through them Thou didst create
the essences of those near to Thee.

Glorified art Thou, O God! I beseech Thee to protect me
from every fire that does not accept that Mirror, for it is with
Thee the letter of negation gathered in the shadow of “There
is no God”, and that Thou causest me to enter beneath the
shadow of whoever faces that [Mirror|, for it is among the
letters of Your affirmation “but God”. I beseech Thee, O God,
to [fulfill] the right of the fire for those who love Thee not, and
the right of paradise for those who love Thee, for Thou hast
distinguished on the Day of Resurrection through these words
“There is no God but Thee”. Whosoever enters beneath the
shadow of “There is no God”, verily they are fire which Thou
hast forbidden to the sincere ones. Whoso entereth beneath
the shadow of “but Thee” — that, verily, is a paradise which
Thou hast created for those brought nigh. And whatsoever
appeareth upon the earth unto every soul is of that which
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Thou hast promised it; and unto Thee is its inception in the
first life. Wherefore do I bear witness, O my God, that I have
yearned to confess Thy oneness to the utmost of my power.
Yet Thy decree — what Thou hast ordained for me of those
journeys from Thee — [...]; the ones brought nigh have been
established upon the Most Exalted Horizon and have attained
unto meeting Thee in the Highest Paradise. They have made
their very selves, and whatsoever is ascribed unto them, as
trees at the rising of Thy proof, and as pillars at the exaltation
of Thy holiness and Thy majesty.

Unto Thee, O my God, belong the supreme decrees in their
very essences, and unto Thee, O my Beloved, the most grievous
tribulations in their inmost realities. No honor is there save in
Thy love and Thy good-pleasure, and no abasement save for
him who knoweth Thee not and followeth his own desire. For
the affairs of this world — its wealth and poverty, its honor and
humiliation — do perish; naught endureth with Thee save faith
in Thee and in Thy signs, and naught bringeth the servant
nigh unto Thee short of this.

Therefore do I beseech Thee, O my God, to ordain for me, in
the life to come and in this first life, through Thy bounty and
Thy mercy, then through Thy generosity and Thy munificence,
that which shall admit me beneath the shadow of the Tree of
Thy Affirmation; that the letters of negation, one and all, may

know that I — [...] — Thou hast graciously favored, in that
Thou hast delivered me from [...], and admitted me into Thy
good-pleasure, [...], thereby [exalting me| above those in the

kingdom of earth and heaven.

Cause me to behold, O Lord, nigh at hand and right swiftly,
that whereby my heart shall find repose in the path of Thy love
— until I witness those who have not confessed Thy unity sunk
in the most extreme annihilation, and those who have affirmed
Thy oneness abiding in the loftiest honor of the sanctity of
eternity. For naught escapeth Thy knowledge, neither in the
kingdom of earth nor of heaven; nor is aught able to frustrate
Thee, whether in the Realm of Command or of creation, or
beneath the two, or in whatsoever hath been brought into being
by origination. Thine is the creation and the command, before
all things and after all things. Verily, over whatsoever Thou
willest Thou art All-Powerful, and whatsoever Thou desirest
Thou dost effect with exalted swiftness.

O God, O God! Thy followers desire to observe Thy statutes
— [...] — that which Thou didst command aforetime, that there
may be appointed for him, and for all Thy creatures, from Thy
presence, a relief near at hand; and that what Thou hast de-
creed for Thy loved ones, from Thy presence, may be measured
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according to a fixed and destined measure. And inspire him
in matters of religion concerning those who have fulfilled their
vows and those who came after them who await their return
to their former life, save on the Day when Thou returnest me
to my former life and willest to establish the Resurrection and
to gather together all Thy creatures, and to exalt what Thou
pleasest and abase what Thou willest, for that Day is nigh,
nearer than all things, as Thou art powerful over all things.
There is no power nor strength except through Thee, and Thou
art indeed the Inaccessible, the Most High.

Therefore inspire him, O my God, in what he hath ordained
and desired in the path of Thy good-pleasure, that he may
guard himself against those who believe not in Thee, and that
Thou mayest protect him and suffice him against all that he
desireth, for Thou art sufficient against all things and nothing
sufficeth against Thee, neither in the heavens nor on earth. Set
right, O my God, all that pertaineth unto him of the decrees of
his beginning and his end, his worldly affairs and his hereafter,
for none hath power over aught except Thee and none can
accomplish aught besides Thee. Set right, O my God, what
hath been altered for him in the path of Thy love through Thy
grace and bounty, for verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, the
Most Generous.

There is no power nor strength except through Thee, and Thou
art indeed the Best of those who show mercy.
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Fi Yawms ’idi’l-Adha
Date: 1265-10-12 [1849-Aug-31]

On the Day of the Festival of Sacrifice, there hath been re-
vealed:

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is a Day which Thou didst
ordain aforetime, through the word of Thy beloved Muham-
mad, as a blessing unto them that have believed in Thee and
Thy signs, and as a remembrance for them that have fulfilled
Thy covenant and heeded Thy words. I testify before Thee,
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and before all things from above Thy throne to the depths of
Thy earth and whatsoever Thy knowledge hath encompassed
between them, that there is no God but Thee, the Possessor of
might and power, of glory and independence, of strength and
exaltation, of joy and gladness, of grandeur and majesty, of
dominion and sovereignty, of glory and omnipotence, of power
and divinity, of strength and sovereignty, of dominion over the
human realm, of glory and majesty, of beauty and grace, of
perfection and completeness, of strength and deeds, of simil-
itudes and examples, of mercy and bounty, of authority and
justice, of loftiness and sublimity, of favors and bestowals, and
whatsoever Thou hast loved or wilt love of all that Thou hast
created or wilt create - all belong to Thee alone.

There is no God but Thee. Thou dost ever cause to live and
to die, then to die and to live. Verily Thou art the Ever-
Living Who dieth not, the Sovereign Who passeth not away,
the Just Who wrongeth not, the Potentate Who changeth not,
the Single One Who faileth not, the Powerful Whom none
can oppose, the Mighty Whom none can challenge, the Most
High Who cannot be described, the Exalted Who cannot be
depicted, the Invincible Who cannot be subdued, the Unique
Who needeth no counsel, the One Who hath no likeness, the
Self-Subsisting Who needeth no sustenance, the Ever-Abiding
Who slumbereth not, the Creator Who cannot be created, the
Provider Who cannot be provided for, the Eternal Who fadeth
not, the Hidden Who cannot be seen, the Everlasting Who
changeth not. Thou hast ever been one God, Single, Eter-
nal, Self-Subsisting, Ever-Living, Ever-Abiding, Self-Sufficient,
Most Exalted, Most Inaccessible. Thou hast taken unto Thy-
self neither consort nor son. Thou didst create all things by
Thy power, and didst provide for all things by Thy will, and
didst cause all things to die by Thy might, and didst give life to
all things by Thy sovereignty, and didst raise up all things by
Thy wish. Never hath anything been hidden from Thy knowl-
edge, whether in the heavens or on the earth or between them,
nor can anything frustrate Thee, whether in the kingdom of
command or of creation or whatsoever is beneath them. Thou
createst what Thou willest by Thy command. Verily, Thou art
the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

5 O my God! Thou didst not create anything except for those
who know Thee and proclaim Thy unity and prostrate them-
selves before Thee and are detached from all else and stand
firm in Thy Cause. Thou seest but art not seen, and verily
Thou, from Thy most exalted Prospect, beholdest those for
whom Thou didst create the heavens and the earth and what-
soever lieth between them, and they are in such a state that
my heart cannot bear to mention them. When I look upon
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those who have passed away, they lie beneath the earth, none
knoweth them and none presenteth himself before their glory,
and when I look upon the living, each one is in such grief as
none can reckon save Thee. Glorified art Thou! There is no
God but Thee. Through Thee have we become independent
of all that Thou hast created or wilt create, for Thou sufficest
all things beyond all things, and nothing in the heavens or
on earth or whatsoever lieth between them can suffice without
Thee, O my God. This is a Day which Thou hast honored
and clothed with the garment of Thy grandeur as a glory unto
Muhammad and the Manifestations of His Cause in what Thou
didst aforetime ordain through Him, and Thou hast purified
them through the working of Thy power and raised them up
through the sovereignty of Thy Lordship that they might de-
light in what Thou hast promised them in their latter end,
wherein they behold those under their shadow who say with
their tongues “We believe in them.”

This is a Day whereon there gather at Thy House, by the
word of Thy Beloved, such numbers as none can reckon save
Thee, and likewise at His tomb, and similarly before the seat
of the One Whom Thou hast mentioned through the words of
Thy Beloved. Thus was their remembrance ordained among
the servants in Islam, as Thy Beloved made that day a festi-
val wherein they might honor one another, draw close to one
another, and approach each other in obedience to Thy Messen-
ger’s command and to exalt the Word of Thy Prophet. Yet
all remain veiled from Thy Will and distant from what Thou
hast loved, for Thou didst establish all this that they might
return to Thy Beloved on the Day when they shall be brought
before Thee, and those who are witnesses from His presence,
and those who are the people of righteousness mentioned in
His Book. All have presented themselves before Thee and
have prostrated to Thee, acknowledging Thy Oneness, bearing
witness to Thy Divine Sovereignty, drawing nigh unto Thee
through the authority of Thy Singleness, enraptured in Thy
love through the attraction of what Thou hast sent down of
holy emanations. None hath seen their true station in Thee.
Thus dost Thou observe what Thou witnesseth.

Verily, Thou hast ever been triumphant over all contingent
things, omnipotent over all who dwell in the kingdoms of earth
and heaven, victorious over all created things, sovereign over all
who dwell in the realms of the beginning and the end, almighty
over all atoms, all-powerful over all that hath been or will be
brought into being, whether of essence or of attributes, and
omnipotent over all that Thou hast created or wilt create in the
kingdom of names and attributes. Nothing can ever frustrate
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Thee, neither in the past nor in the future, and nothing in the
heavens or on earth can escape Thy knowledge.

Therefore, O my God, through Thy might manifest the
sovereignty of power and majesty, and through Thy strength
raise up the dominion of might and beauty, that Thou mayest
exalt Thy friends and abase Thine enemies who earn what
they earn in Thy name while remaining veiled from Thee and
Thy signs.

Send down, O my God, upon those who are oppressed upon the
earth and buried beneath it — among them who have believed
in Thee and in Thy signs, and have followed the Manifestation
of Thine own Self from Thee; who have desired the exaltation
of Thy Word and Thy Cause, and have awaited the appear-
ance of Him Whom Thou shalt cause to appear on the Day
of Resurrection through Thy signs — of every glory the most
glorious, of every majesty the most august, of every beauty the
most fair, of every greatness the most mighty, of every light
the most luminous, of every mercy the most all-embracing, of
every utterance the most perfect, of every name the most great,
of every might the most puissant, of every will the most effec-
tual, of every knowledge the most penetrating, of every power
the most potent, of every request the dearest unto Thee and
the most guarded in Thy presence, of every honour the most
honourable, of every sovereignty the most enduring, of every
dominion the most splendid, of every loftiness the most sub-
lime, of every bounty the most ancient, of every sign the most
noble, of every realm of might the most independent, of every
attribute the most earnest, of every manifestation the most
manifest, of every hiddenness the most hidden, of every proof
the most firmly established, of every effulgence the most ex-
alted, of every marvel the most unassailable, of every favour
the most excellent, of every munificence the most bountiful, of
every kindness the most gentle, of every generosity the most
generous, of every bestowal the most freely bestowed, of every
gift the most joyous, of every sustenance the most abundantly
spread forth, of every treasure the most mighty, of every at-
traction the most drawing, of every wonder the most radiant,
and of every concealed repository of the unseen of Thy Self-
Subsisting Being the most resplendent — this, to the number
of the letter Mim, and beyond it, even as Thou art in Thine
own being; for none can reckon the manifold attributes of Thy
Names, nor any created thing encompass the wondrous gems
of Thy Words.

What I have mentioned in these few stations is, of Thy Names,
but the number of the One; and beyond this, O my God, are
things I have neither numbered nor can number, that I might
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remember Thee thereby. Thine, verily, are the Most Beauteous
Names, in their first and in their last, in their outward and in
their inward; and Thine are the Most Exalted Similitudes, in
their unapproachableness, their loftiness, their joyfulness, and
their sublimity.

O my God! Do Thou send down upon my parents and those

who are dear to me that which befitteth Thy grace and mercy.

Send down, O my God, upon the dwellers of the heaven of
Thy knowledge and the earth of Thy obedience, and all that
lieth between them - those who draw sustenance from Thy
will - that which befitteth the loftiness of Thy holiness and
the sublimity of Thy grace. For I observe all that is above
the earth as I would observe a tree whose leaves have grown
yet possesseth no animal spirit. Therefore, O God, do Thou
kindle them by causing them to enter beneath the shadow of
the Bayan, that they might become as fallen leaves, for naught
else can befall their existence. For the human spirit resideth
in those who know Thee, who are moved by Thy will, who
are illumined by the revelation of Thy sovereign might, and in
whose mirrors of being is reflected the image of the Sun of Thy
unity. And whoso is not thus, his existence profiteth not. By
Thy glory! I see not the forms that are upon the earth save as
that withered tree upon the mountain, for Thou didst ordain
for them verdure during the appearance of their Prophet and
their steadfastness in the Cause of Him through whom Thy
proof was perfected unto them. Their greenery and fruits have
been lifted away, and they remain upon the earth devoid of
divine spirit, heavenly might, celestial power, ethereal grace,
or earthly vitality. For all these pertain to those who have
entered the Bayan and have been illumined by Thy revelation
with the eye of certainty and proof.

Thou seest, O my God, that these upon Thy earth can achieve
naught save through what they imagine to be Thy might and
power. God forbid! Nay, naught remaineth unto them, for
were anything to remain unto them, Thou wouldst not have
judged them as having naught. Do not cast them away, O my
God, for they are Thy servants and in Thy grasp. Therefore,
O God, do Thou manifest one who shall prevail over them
through the sovereignty of Thy dominion and who shall rise
above all that is upon the earth through the king of the glory
of Thy purity, that he might leave nothing thereon save what
entereth beneath the shadow of Thy wondrous Manifestation
and the depths of Thy new Creation, lest he whom Thou shalt
manifest - the Essence of Thy testimony unto Thy creation
upon the earth - should behold any who love Him not. Let
all abide beneath His authority, awaiting the day of His glory,
for Thou hast created no paradise sweeter than awaiting the
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manifestation of the Manifestation of Thy Self and desiring to
fulfill the covenant of Thy mystery - whether through his word
after Thy manifestation or through his bashfulness before Thy
countenance during Thy concealment. For verily, Thou seest
all things and knowest all things.

At this moment, I witness none in Thy paradise save those
who believe in Thee and Thy verses, in the appearance of Thy
wondrous Creation, the loftiness of Thy holiness, the sublimity
of Thy glory, the exaltation of Thy Self, the invincibility of
Thy power, the transcendence of Thy eternity, and the inde-
pendence of Thy unity - all of this draweth them nigh unto
Thee in the Bayan and establisheth them beneath Thy shadow
therein. All else remain veiled, and this is their fire with Thee.
I desire not to mention them, yet I desire to cause them to
enter Thy religion through Thy grace and generosity, though
I know no benefit shall appear from their existence, for the
animal spirit dwelleth in those who know Thee and shall know
Thee in the Bayan. Yet according to what is attributed to
Thee, this is their paradise and naught beyond it, for the fire-
wood that burneth in the pleasure of Thy Self is better than
one who slumbereth outside the pleasure of Thy Self. Glorified
art Thou! There is no God but Thee! Therefore, O God, do
Thou send down at this moment upon all things that which
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shall sever them from their own existence and join them unto
Thy existence. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.
BB00198
Du’a’i laylati nisfi sha’ban
Date: 1265-10-15 [1849-Sep-3]
In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy oY) C-,,‘y\ 2 -

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou hast nurtured me
through numbered days, guiding me through the depths of
Thy love and causing me to witness the effulgence of Thy
countenance. Thou hast given me to drink naught but the
water of Thy mercy from the heaven of Thy dominion, and
Thou hast veiled from mine eyes the regions of fire, ordaining
not that I should witness them - as though Thou hadst not
created them - a token of Thy grace and a mercy from Thy
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presence, whilst I was engaged in glorifying Thee in the depths
of the most exalted heaven and sanctifying Thee in the highest
of high realms, beyond which neither the cherubim nor those
nigh unto Thee can ascend.

Then, by Thy decree and through the operation of Thy will, my
very essence was compelled to remember other than Thee and
to endure hardships from aught beside Thee, for by this means
is the fire created and those who worship Thee not. Glorified
art Thou, O my God! Thou art the Creator of all things. From
time immemorial Thou hast known the position of all things in
relation to Thy proof, such that no thing hath any proof before
Thee. Thou createst Paradise and those therein through their
turning unto Thee with their hearts, spirits, souls and all they
possess, and Thou createst the fire through their turning away
after Thou hast perfected Thy proof unto them.

I beseech Thee, O my God, in this hour of the night of the
middle of the month of Sha’ban, to send down upon the Tree
of God - its root, branch, twigs, leaves and fruits - from every
most glorious glory, from every most exalted majesty, from ev-
ery most beauteous beauty, from every most mighty grandeur,
from every most brilliant light, from every most extensive
mercy, from every most perfect word, from every most com-
plete perfection, from every most great name, from every most
mighty might, from every most effectual will, from every most
penetrating knowledge, from every most far-reaching and pow-
erful capacity that Thou possessest, from every matter most
beloved and cherished by Thee in the Mother Book, from
every most impregnable loftiness, from every most enduring
sovereignty, from every most glorious dominion, from every
most exalted elevation, from every most ancient bounty, from
every most wondrous sign, from every most elevated evidence,
and from all that Thou hast loved or lovest as befitteth the sub-
limity of Thy oneness, the exaltation of Thy singleness, the in-
accessibility of Thy Self-Subsistence, the elevation of Thy Self-
Sufficiency, the independence of Thy grandeur, the majesty of
Thy light, and the holiness of Thy eternity.

5 And do Thou establish this Tree by Thy power which hath
sustained the heavens and the earth and all that is between
them, and send down upon it at every moment the water of Thy
mercy from the places of Thy manifestation, that it may bring
forth at all times the fruits of Thy sanctification, the gardens
of Thy glorification, and whatsoever beseemeth the loftiness of
Thy praise, the sublimity of Thy holiness, the elevation of Thy
oneness, the inaccessibility of Thy magnification, and the joy
of Thy uniqueness. For Thou art the Originator of this Tree
and its Creator, having brought it into being by Thyself and
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not through anything else, and established it in Thy shadow
and not through anything else. Thou hast manifested Thyself
unto it through what Thou hast cast upon it of Thine image in
Thy most exalted height therein. How glorious is Thy beauty
upon it! How majestic is Thy grandeur before it! How lofty is
Thine inaccessibility in every part of it! How powerful is Thine
elevation beyond its comprehension! It hath grown great and
majestic, hath been magnified and purified, and hath risen to
a station wherein naught can be seen therein save Thee.

Glory be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee before every
before. Glory be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee after
every after. Glory be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee
above every above. Glory be unto Thee! There is no God but
Thee to the right of every right. Glory be unto Thee! There
is no God but Thee to the left of every left. I beseech Thee, O
my God, to settle this Tree in the palm of Thy greatness and
the right hand of Thy power, that no leaf may fall but another
taketh its place more swiftly than knowledge returneth to the
heart of Thy servant, nor is any fruit plucked but instantly
there appeareth one more resplendent than that which came
before. And likewise with its branches and all the ornaments
the tree hath borne, for Thou hast said - and Thy word is the
truth - “Whatever verse We abrogate or cause to be forgotten,
We bring one better than it or its like. Knowest thou not
that God is potent over all things?” God removeth no leaf
but He createth a better one in its place, nor doth He remove
any branch but He createth one more exalted, nor is any fruit
taken but He produceth one more glorious, nor doth any wind
of sorrow blow but He createth winds of joy more sublime. For
this is God’s promise, and who is more truthful than God in
His utterance?

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is a night which Thou hast
magnified, honored and distinguished for the Manifestations of
Thy countenance. Send down, O my God, upon the Letters of
the Unity that which befitteth the loftiness of Thy exaltation,
the joy of Thy sovereignty, the sublimity of Thy singleness, the
detachment of those who love Thee, and the gladness of the
signs of Thy power. And upon those who have sought shelter
beneath the tree of Thy oneness, from the most exalted to the
most lowly, send down that which beseemeth the loftiness of
Thy sanctification and the station of Thy uniqueness, for they
are but letters through which Thy unity is established.

All else besides Thee is but Thy creation and within Thy grasp.

Thou exaltest whom Thou willest as Thou willest by what
Thou willest, and Thou aidest whom Thou willest as Thou
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willest by what Thou willest. I beseech Thee, O my God, by
Thyself - for nothing is greater than Thee in Thy sight or in
the sight of others - to exalt the Bayan and all who are within
it, and to abase those who have not entered it. Ordain in this
night for the Dawning-Places of Thy verses of affirmation that
which befitteth the loftiness of Thy glory and the sublimity
of Thy might, and for the Manifestations of denial that which
befitteth the severity of Thy grasp and the potency of Thy
might. Destroy them from off the face of the earth and seize
them with Thy most severe chastisement, for Thou art the Lord
of fierce retribution, severe in Thy grasp, and swift in Thy
punishment. None can escape Thy grasp, nor can anything
elude Thy will, for these two prevail over all things and tower
above all things.

I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thyself and by those who have
ascended unto Thee through the attraction of their hearts and
the severance of their bodies, to visit those who have waxed
proud in the land without right and who refuse to prostrate
themselves before Thee or worship Thee with Thy most severe
vengeance, to destroy them with utmost speed, to afflict them
with Thy most grievous punishment, and to annihilate them
from the face of the earth until no mention of them remaineth
except coupled with Thy curse. For this is the recompense
of those who believe not in Thee, who deny Thy Messenger,
and who believe not in Thy signs. And who is more severe
than Thee in retribution, more swift than Thee in seizing and
punishing?

Judge Thou, therefore, O my God, through Thy might which
prevaileth over all things, through Thy glory which dominateth
all things, through Thy power which transcendeth all things,
through Thy sovereignty which is exalted above all things, and
through Thy grandeur which is supreme over all things, to aid
the truth and those who adhere to it with true victory from
Thy presence, and to destroy falsehood and those who incline
unto it with true destruction from Thy presence. Verily, Thou
art powerful and mighty to do this, and swift to accomplish
whatsoever Thou willest. There is no power nor strength ex-
cept through Thee, and verily Thou doest what Thou pleasest
and ordainest what Thou willest. None can resist Thy will or
frustrate Thy purpose.

Thou art He Who hath broken the might of tyrants by Thy
power and destroyed the Pharaohs by Thy strength. I beseech
Thee, therefore, O my God, to hasten that whereby Thou wilt
bring peace to the hearts of Thy loved ones and tranquility to
the souls of Thy chosen ones, for none but Thee hath power
over this.
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Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by the names
through which Thou hast revealed Thyself and which Thou
hast made the Manifestations of Thy Cause and the Dawning-
places of Thy creation, to send Thy blessings upon Muhammad
and the Manifestations of His Self, and to send down at this
moment upon the Tree of Thy Oneness and upon those who
seek shelter beneath its shade that which beseemeth the lofti-
ness of Thy bounty and the excellence of Thy gifts, and upon
those who seek not its shelter that which they deserve by Thy
chastisement. Verily Thou encompassest all things. Nothing
escapeth Thy knowledge in the heavens or on the earth, nor
can anything frustrate Thee in the kingdom of creation or com-
mand. Thou, verily, hast power over all things.
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Du’a’i yawmi nisfi sha’ban
Date: 1265-10-15 [1849-Sep-3]

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

Glorified art Thou, O God! 1 testify, and all things testify,
that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with no
partner. Thine is the creation and the command, Thou givest
life and causeth death, then causeth death and givest life, and
verily Thou art the Ever-Living Who dieth not. Within Thy
grasp is the kingdom of all things; Thou createst what Thou
willest by Thy command. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

This is the day when the souls of those who have believed
in Thee and in Thy signs ascend unto Thee and descend to
the court of the Manifestations of Thy names and Thy ex-
amples. I beseech Thee therefore, O my God, to send down
upon the hearts, souls, spirits and bodies of those who have
detached themselves unto Thee that which will bring solace to
their eyes in the pavilions of Paradise and will bring tranquility
to their inner beings through that which Thou hast revealed
in the Bayan. Verily, Thou art powerful over this, swift to
act, O Thou the Possessor of might and sovereignty! And ver-
ily Thou art, over this, transcendent and inaccessible, O Thou
the Possessor of glory and grace!
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I beseech Thee, O God, by the Tree which Thou hast planted
at Thy affirmation and watered with the blood of Thy loved
ones, to cause that Tree, its branches, leaves and fruits to
grow until it reacheth that which is befitting at Thy creation
and returneth to that which is worthy of the court of Thy
glory and majesty. For Thou hast made lawful the blood of
Thy loved ones at the manifestation of Thy unity and hast
made detachment permissible for the people of Thy love at the
appearance of Thy sanctity.

I beseech Thee therefore, O my God, by the hearts that have
glorified Thy Essence morning and evening, by the spirits that
have prostrated themselves before Thy Being at eventide and
dawn, by the souls that have unified Thy camphor-like nature
in the vessel of night and the extremities of day, and by the
bodies that have submitted themselves before Thee between
Thy hands through what Thou hast cast into them of awe
and detachment, to send down at this moment from the high-
est horizon upon these sacred temples and radiant, perfected
Manifestations in Thy love that which will establish Thy glo-
rification, raise up Thy praise, proclaim Thy unity, and exalt
Thy magnification, and will set right what Thou hast intended
for the people of Thy kingdom, and will bring into being that
which will delight the eyes of the people of Thy dominion.

For verily Thou art each day in a wondrous state. Thou dost
recompense every soul for what it hath earned, and there re-
maineth not hidden from Thee that which the hands of men
have acquired - neither from those whom Thou hast created
from the Tree of Affirmation and hast exalted their mention
through what Thou hast revealed regarding them until the Day
of Reckoning, nor from the Tree of Negation which Thou hast
caused to perish in its shade with true annihilation, whereof
Thou didst reveal aforetime in the Mother Book: “It is like an
evil tree, uprooted from above the earth, having no stability.”

Glorified art Thou, O God! All return unto Thee, even if it
be a servant who hath possessed the east of the earth and its
west. But Thou hast made them to be among the letters of
negation, wherefore they earn not so much as a grain of any-
thing, and when they are seized by Thy command they enter
into the fire and return to the severest punishment, and their
own souls disavow themselves just as I this day bear witness
regarding those who worship Thee not - how they disavow the
Names of those who worshipped Thee not before, though they
themselves are in torment, yet they know not. And their skins
shall be changed until they disavow themselves just as they
disavowed before, and they curse themselves for what their
hands have earned in Thy path. Verily Thou art most severe
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in punishment and most exemplary in retribution. And how
many servants have possessed the east of the earth and its west,
yet today none remembereth them save to curse them if they
are remembered, or else Thou hast elevated their mention as
though they had no mention. Thus dost Thou cause the Tree of
Negation to perish, even as Thou hast promised unto Thyself.

Glorified art Thou, O God! I seek refuge in Thee through Thy
Names which Thou hast magnified, through the verses Thou
hast sent down, through the similitudes Thou hast exalted,
through the decrees Thou hast ordained, and through the sta-
tions Thou hast distinguished, lest I should disavow them or
mention them in any way other than how Thou hast mentioned
them. Therefore, O my God, curse their souls and curse those
who curse them not, and those who remain silent regarding
their cursing, and those who desire to remedy what their hands
have wrought, and those who turn to them for any matter, for
Thou hast commanded the Tree of Affirmation and those who
seek shelter beneath its shade to deny those who believe not
in Thee. We, by Thy might, believe in Thee and Thy signs,
while we disavow the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth
thereunto.

O God! Multiply Thy blessings and the tokens of Thy mercy
upon the Tree of Thy unity, the branches of Thy singleness, the
leaves of Thy sanctity, and the fruits of Thy glorification. And
curse, O Lord, the Tree of Negation and all that is associated
therewith. Place the degradation of their deeds before their
eyes and seize them for their actions with a severity surpass-
ing that with which Thou didst seize the Pharaohs, destroy
the tyrants, and annihilate the manifestations of wickedness,
removing them from the earth save the Blessed Tree, for ver-
ily Thou art powerful over this through the dominion of Thy
might and the sovereignty of Thy dominion.

O God! Rend them with every torment and destroy them with
every destruction Thou createst by Thy command, for we de-
clare there is no God but Thee, alone with no partner. Thy
proof hath been completed against all who dwell in the king-
dom of Thy heaven and earth, whereby Thou dost establish
the Tree of Affirmation and exalt it, that Thou might abase
the Tree of Negation and destroy it, for there is no glory save in
obedience to Thee and Thy good-pleasure, and no abasement
save in Thy wrath and in failing to follow the Manifestations
of Thy countenance.

Preserve me, O my God, through Thy power, Thy might, Thy
sufficiency, Thy strength, and the examples of Thy Lordship,
from that which Thou lovest not and which is attributed to
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the Tree of Negation. Grant me, O my God, that which Thou
hast loved and attributed to the Tree of Affirmation from Thy
presence, for that Tree is established as Thou hast described it
in the Mother Book, where Thou hast said - and Thy word is
the truth - “its root is firm and its branch is in heaven, yielding
its fruit at all times by the permission of its Lord.”

2 Glory be unto Thee, O Lord! Although Thou mayest cause

a person to be destitute of all earthly possessions, and from
the beginning of his life until his ascension unto Thee he may
be reduced to poverty through the operation of Thy decree,
yet wert Thou to have brought him forth from the Tree of
Thy love, such a bounty would indeed be far better for him
than all the things Thou hast created in heaven and earth and
whatsoever lieth between them; inasmuch as he will inherit the
heavenly home, through the revelation of Thy favors, and will
partake of the goodly gifts Thou hast provided therein; for the
things which are with Thee are inexhaustible. This indeed is
Thy blessing which according to the good-pleasure of Thy Will
Thou dost bestow on those who tread the path of Thy love.

How numerous the souls who in former times were put to death
for Thy sake, and in whose names all men now pride themselves;
and how vast the number of those whom Thou didst enable to
acquire earthly fortunes, and who amassed them while they
were deprived of Thy Truth, and who in this day have passed
into oblivion. Theirs is a grievous chastisement and a dire
punishment. O Lord! Provide for the speedy growth of the
Tree of Thy divine Unity; water it then, O Lord, with the
flowing waters of Thy good-pleasure, and cause it, before the
revelations of Thy divine assurance, to yield such fruits as Thou
desirest for Thy glorification and exaltation, Thy praise and
thanksgiving, and to magnify Thy Name, to laud the oneness
of Thine Essence and to offer adoration unto Thee, inasmuch
as all this lieth within Thy grasp and in that of none other.

Great is the blessedness of those whose blood Thou hast chosen
wherewith to water the Tree of Thine affirmation, and thus
to exalt Thy holy and immutable Word. Ordain for me, O
my Lord, and for those who believe in Thee that which is
deemed best for us in Thine estimation, as set forth in the
Mother Book, for within the grasp of Thy hand Thou holdest
the determined measures of all things. Thy goodly gifts are
unceasingly showered upon such as cherish Thy love and the
wondrous tokens of Thy heavenly bounties are amply bestowed
on those who recognize Thy divine Unity. We commit unto
Thy care whatsoever Thou hast destined for us, and implore

Thee to grant us all the good that Thy knowledge embraceth.

Protect me, O my Lord, from every evil that Thine omniscience
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perceiveth, inasmuch as there is no power nor strength but in
Thee, no triumph is forthcoming save from Thy presence, and
it is Thine alone to command. Whatever God hath willed hath
been, and that which He hath not willed shall not be. There
is no power nor strength except in God, the Most Exalted, the
Most Mighty.

O God! Open the eyes of them that love Thee, inasmuch as
they see no glory save in obedience to Thee and in Thy good-
pleasure, and no abasement save in him who believeth not in
Thee and boweth not down before the majesty of Thy Counte-
nance, for that is an everlasting glory, and this an abasement
from which its people shall flee when its shame is made man-
ifest. Glory be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee. I love
naught but what Thou lovest, and verily I, with my heart, my
soul, my spirit, my being and all that Thou hast given me to
possess, am quit of him who believeth not in Thee and acknowl-
edgeth not Thy unity, for he is among the letters of negation
in Thy sight.

I shall love with my whole being all the manifestations through
which Thy unity is established, and I beseech Thee of Thy grace
to join together these holy Temples and preserve them before
them and behind them, on their right and on their left, above
their heads and beneath their feet, and from every direction
that leadeth unto them, that no measure of grief, even to the
extent of nineteen times nineteen mustard seeds, may reach
them. Rather, O my God, do Thou at all times send down
from the heights of Thy unity that which shall gladden their
eyes and which shall wreak such vengeance upon negation and
those who dwell therein as shall cool their hearts, for by this
doth Thy servant rejoice before Thy glory and his heart is
solaced at the appearance of Thy chastisement and Thy power.
There is no strength save in Thee.

By Thy might! I have not loved nor do I love to mention a
single letter of negation, nay, I love not that my knowledge
should encompass it, nay, I love not that my thoughts should
dwell upon it. However, do I not see that these whom Thou
hast chosen by Thy Cause and selected for the places of Thy
creation, and made them the letters of Thy affirmation and
the repositories of Thy signs, have been abased at the hands
of them that have waxed proud? Though their weakness in
Thy sight is a glory that shall not pass away, and the strength
of them that have waxed proud is an abasement that shall
destroy them, yet have I confided in Thee, O my God, that
Thou wilt hasten to exalt this Tree that Thy unity may be
made manifest and the branches of Thy detachment may bear
fruit, and that Thou wilt annihilate him who believeth not
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in Thee and in Thy signs, and bring him to utter extinction,
and destroy him as befitteth Thy power over him, that the
Command may remain Thine alone. There is no God but Thee,
and no letter of negation existeth save that Thou hast scattered
it by the severity of Thy might, nor any letter of affirmation
save that Thou hast honored it through the glory of Thy names
and the gifts of the measures of Thy majesty, for none is able
to do this save Thee.

There is no power nor strength except through Thee. In Thee
do I place my trust and verily Thou art sufficient unto us.
They who have believed in Thee and in Thy signs have no way
against them who have not believed in Thee and in Thy signs.
Those are the party of God and those are the triumphant ones.
And those are the letters of negation and those are they who,
by reason of what their hands have wrought, shall be brought
to naught upon the earth. They have no protector nor helper
from God. They have no protector nor supporter from God.
God hath seized them for their sins, and they have no defender
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Du’a’ “ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation)

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy! sl C.f»‘)[\ A o

O God! I beseech Thee by Thine Ultimacy, which is exalted
above all things, to abase every alif that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation, by Thy might before Thyself and before all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Loftiness, which is exalted
above all things, to abase every ba that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy [...] which is transcendent
above all things, to abase every jim that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
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before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty:.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Everlastingness, which is [...]

above all things, to abase every dal that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Identity, which is sanctified
above all things, to abase every ha that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Oneness, which is predomi-
nant above all things, to abase every vav that is attributed to
the Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy
might before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power, which is
supreme above all things, to abase every za that is attributed
to the Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy
might before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Life, which is essential above
all things, to abase every ha that is attributed to the Tree of
Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might before
Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible,
the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity, which is purified above
all things, to abase every ta that is attributed to the Tree of
Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might before
Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible,
the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Ruby Essence, which is man-
ifest above all things, to abase every ya that is attributed to
the Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy
might before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

2 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Grandeur, which is glorified

above all things, to abase every kaf that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety, which is most sub-
tle above all things, to abase every lam that is attributed to
the Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy
might before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty, which is sovereign
above all things, to abase every mim that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Luminosity, which is illumined

above all things, to abase every nun that is attributed to the
Tree of Negation and whatsoever is related to it, by Thy might
before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art the In-
accessible, the Mighty.

i O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Glorification which is exalted

above all things, to abase every being with the letter Sin that
is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

7 O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy Transcendence which is el-

evated above all things, to abase every being with the letter
‘Ayn that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that per-
taineth unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Singleness which is glorified
above all things, to abase every being with the letter Fa that
is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Subsistence which is es-
tablished above all things, to abase every being with the letter
Sad that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that per-
taineth unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy All-Compelling Power which
prevaileth over all things, to abase every being with the letter
Qaf that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that per-
taineth unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Lordship which is magnified
above all things, to abase every being with the letter Ra that
is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
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it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Witness which is inaccessible
above all things, to abase every being with the letter Shin that
is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Ever-Turning Grace which is
exalted above all things, to abase every being with the letter Ta
that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth
unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness which is firm
above all things, to abase every being with the letter Tha that
is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

5 O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power which is glori-

fied above all things, to abase every being with the letter Kha
that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth
unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy [attribute] which is concealed
above all things, to abase every being with the letter Dhal that
is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Assurance which shineth above

all things, to abase every being with the letter Dad that is
related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth unto
it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy Manifestation which is inacces-
sible above all things, to abase every being with the letter Za
that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that pertaineth
unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy All-Forgiving Nature which
is preeminent above all things, to abase every being with the
letter Ghayn that is related to the Tree of Negation and all that
pertaineth unto it, by Thy might, before Thyself and before all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.
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O my God! I behold in existence naught but two trees - the
tree of negation and the tree of affirmation. I witness before
Thee and before all things that whosoever hath not believed
as Thy Beloved believed is of the tree of negation in Thy sight,
having no mention, while whosoever hath believed as did Thy
Beloved Muhammad - Thy blessings be upon Him and upon
His Manifestations - is of the tree of affirmation. Therefore
hast Thou exalted it, glorified it, elevated it and magnified it,
until it reached the ultimate bounds of Thy grace, when Thou
didst bring forth the Tree of the Bayan.

I testify before Thee and before all things that whosoever be-
lieveth not as the One of the Seven Letters believed is, in Thy
sight, of the tree of negation - he shall perish by Thy command
in such wise that his own self shall not remember his self, his
essence shall disavow itself, and his ego shall prevail against his
ego. And whosoever believeth as the One of the Seven Letters
believed is of Thy tree of affirmation, which Thou hast exalted,
glorified, beautified, magnified, given sovereignty to and made
manifest above all things. There is no end to Thy bounties to-
ward it, nor to Thy generosity in its faith and attributes, until
the Day of Resurrection when Thou shalt manifest what Thou
dost manifest. Then whosoever believeth not as the Manifes-
tation of Thy Self believeth on that Day is a letter of negation,
even though he be among the highest manifestations of affir-
mation in the Bayan. And whosoever believeth as He believeth
is of Thy tree of affirmation, even though he had been of the
tree of negation in the Bayan. Thus dost Thou bring forth
from the fire whom Thou willest, and cause to enter Paradise
whom Thou willest, and bring forth from Paradise whom Thou
willest, and cause to enter the fire howsoever Thou willest.

Have mercy then, O my God, through Thy mercy, upon all
who have believed in the Bayan, that Thou mayest not cause
them to enter the fire of negation, but rather hold them fast by
Thy might to enter the paradise of affirmation, for the former
is the source of all evil in Thy sight while the latter is the
source of all good before Thee. Preserve me, O my God, from
that which Thou lovest not, for it is of the tree of negation
in Thy sight. Strengthen me, O my God, in that which Thou
lovest, for it is of the tree of affirmation before Thee. Forgive,
O my God, every male and female who entereth beneath the
shade of the tree of Thy love, and judge, O my God, whosoever
entereth not, for that is justice for the former and this is grace
for the latter. There is no power nor strength except through
Thee, and unto Thee do all return.
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Du’a’ “ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation)

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy! TR C’AH A o

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy First-
ness, which is exalted above all things, to protect from the Tree
of Negation and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power
over whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Transcendence, which
is inaccessible above all things, to protect from the Tree of
Negation and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power
over whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Ever-Turning Grace, which
is sanctified above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness, which is
supreme above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Omnipotence, which is
dominant above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Life, which pervadeth
all things, to protect from the Tree of Negation and all that
pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over whatsoever Thou
willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power, which
endureth above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thine Eternity, which excelleth
above all things, to protect from the Tree of Negation and all
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that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Force, which is
manifest above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy All-Mercifulness, which
is exalted above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Cultivating Power, which
ruleth above all things, to protect from the Tree of Negation
and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over whatso-
ever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glorified Being, which is
adorned above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Witness, which is estab-
lished above all things, to protect from the Tree of Negation
and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over whatso-
ever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thine Eternality, which is ex-
alted above all things, to protect from the Tree of Negation and
all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Safeguarding Power, which
shineth above all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

7 O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy Purity, which is purifying

above all things, to protect from the Tree of Negation and all
that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Outwardness, which is
exalted beyond all things, to protect from the Tree of Nega-
tion and all that pertaineth unto it, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy transcendent exaltation
which is high above all things, to restore from the tree of
negation and all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy self-sufficiency which is in-
dependent of all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy singleness which standeth
unique above all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy self-subsistence which
standeth firm above all things, to restore from the tree of
negation and all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy grandeur which shineth re-
splendent above all things, to restore from the tree of negation
and all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatso-
ever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy subtlety which is ex-
alted above all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

5 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty which is ele-

vated above all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

26 O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy radiant attribute which il-

lumineth above all things, to restore from the tree of negation
and all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatso-
ever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

I beseech Thee by Thy providence which tran-
scendeth all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy guidance which is sancti-
fied above all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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O my God! T beseech Thee by Thy divine nature which is ex-
alted above all things, to restore from the tree of negation and
all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy ruby-like essence which
shineth resplendent above all things, to restore from the tree of
negation and all that pertaineth thereunto through Thy power
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the
Powerful.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Verily Thou art the Creator
of negation and affirmation, the Sovereign of fire and of light,
the King of extinction and of abiding. Thou hast loved to
cause this to perish and that to endure; to remove this and to
bring forth that; to abase this and to succour that; to hum-
ble this and to exalt that; to cast down this and to raise up
that; to rend this asunder by every fire, and to bestow favour
upon that through every light. How exalted, O my God, is
Thy power, and how penetrating, O my Beloved, is Thy will!
Thou hast ever been dominant above all contingent beings,
manifest above all existences, exalted over all who are in the
kingdoms of earth and heaven, inaccessible above all who dwell
in the realms of names and attributes, transcendent above all
created things, sovereign over those in the dominions of begin-
ning and ending, possessed of mastery over those in the realms
of origin and finality. No portion hath he whom Thou hast
destroyed and forsaken, upon whom Thou hast sent down Thy
vengeance, whom Thou hast seized with Thy might and Thy
severity. Verily Thou art the most mighty in might and the
most severe in retribution.

Nor hath there been any diminution for him whom Thou hast
willed to uplift and to honour, to bestow upon and to exalt, to
enrobe with glory and to invest with authority, to manifest and
to endow with dominion, to grant ascendancy over whatsoever

of the rebellious. Verily Thou art the All-Knowing, the
All-Powerful.

O God! Cut away whatever has sprung from the tree of fire and
is attributed to it, even if it appears in temples of light, for that
does not belong to it but returns to that from which it began.
And [...] O God, all that You have loved of the Manifestations
of affirmation, and cut away from them whatever contains the
poisons of fire, and purify us, for it originated from it and
returns to it. Take away whatever You have witnessed of the
attributes of light in the fire and join it to its tree and [...]
between it and its people until You cut it away from them and
cause us to enter beneath the shade of the tree of affirmation,
for these have no light and those have no fire.
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O my God! If You witness in these any attributes of light, cut
them away and join them to the tree of Your love as befits
them. And if You witness in those what You have not loved
for them, and it is of the fire, cut it away from them and join
it to its tree, for that is not deserving after Your grace upon
them and toward them in the Mother Book. Glory be to You!
There is no God but You. I have loved none but You, desired
none but You, intended none but You. We prostrate to none
but Your face, worship none but Your Essence, trust in none
but You, hope for none but Your grace, fear none but Your
justice, ask from none but Your forgiveness, and rely on none
but Your bountiful giving and favor.

35 O God! Send down at this time, at the dawn of Friday of the

month which [...] You have attributed to Yourself, upon [...]
and the people of my love, and those who follow what You
have revealed in the Bayan, that which befits the loftiness of
Your sanctity and the exaltation of Your elevation, for what
befits Your Essence befits none other than You, and what befits
others does not befit Your Essence. You are the Self-Sufficient
and all else are poor before You.

O God! Send down Your mercy at this time upon all who have
believed in You and Your verses, for You are the Best of those
who show mercy. And bestow Your blessings, O God, upon
the letters [...] at all times and before all time and [...] and
there is no power nor strength except [...| the Most High, the
Most Great.
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Du’a’ ’ala’n-Nafyi’'n-Nafy (prayer for the negation of negation)

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I bear Thee witness — and
all things bear Thee witness — that Thou art God: there is
none other God but Thee, One, without partner. Thine is the
dominion of mulk and malakut; Thine the might of ‘izzat and
jabarut; Thine the potency and lahut; Thine the power and
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the radiant ruby-glory; Thine are the Most Beautiful Names
and the similitudes that point to none save Thee. Thou givest
life and causest to die, then Thou causest to die and givest life
again; and verily Thou art the Living Who dieth not. Within
Thy grasp is the kingdom of all things; by Thy command Thou
bringest into being whatsoever Thou willest. Thou, in truth,
hast ever been powerful over all things.

Hallowed art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Pri-
mality — whereby Thou art supreme above all things — that
Thou annihilate every identity of alif that is ascribed to the
Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou willest;
for Thou art, in very truth, potent over all things.

O God! T entreat Thee by Thy Loftiness — manifest above all
things — that Thou efface every identity of ba’ that is ascribed
to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou
willest; verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Omnipotence — transcendent
above all things — that Thou blot out every identity of jim
that is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Ever-abidingness — unassail-
able above all things — that Thou efface every identity of dal
that is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guidance — uplifted above all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of ha’ that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for, verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guardianship — whereby Thou
standest over all things — that Thou... (grant the same) by Thy
power over whatsoever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over
all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sowing and Nurturing — exalted
above all things — that Thou annihilate every identity of za’
that is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over
whatsoever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Life — immutable above all
things — that Thou efface every identity of ha’ that is ascribed
to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou
wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Purity — sublime above all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of ta’ that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Certitude — which pierceth the
hearts of Thy loved ones — that Thou efface every identity of
ya’ that is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over
whatsoever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Majesty — manifest over all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of kaf that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety — uplifted above all
things — that Thou efface every identity of lam that is ascribed
to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou
wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty — prevailing over all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of mim that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Luminosity — exalted above all
things — that Thou efface every identity of nun that is ascribed
to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou
wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Holiness — sanctified above all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of sin that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Exaltation — high above all
things — that Thou efface every identity of ‘ayn that is ascribed
to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou
wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Oneness — solitary above all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of fa’ that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Sufficiency — invincible
above all things — that Thou efface every identity of sad that
is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over what-
soever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Strength — over-mastering all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of qaf that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Mercy — enrobing all things —
that Thou efface every identity of ra’ that is ascribed to the
Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever Thou wilt;
for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Witnessing — witness above ev-
ery thing unto every thing — that Thou annihilate every iden-
tity of shin that is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy
power over whatsoever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over
all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy All-Returning grace — august
above all things — that Thou efface every identity of ta’ that
is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over what-
soever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness — prevalent over
all things — that Thou annihilate every identity of tha’ that is
ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatso-
ever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power — manifest
above all things — that Thou efface every identity of kha’ that
is ascribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over what-
soever Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Fashioning — uplifted above all
things — that Thou annihilate every identity of dhal that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Guarantee — unassailable above
all things — that Thou efface every identity of dad that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Manifestness — sublime above
all things — that Thou annihilate every identity of za’ that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Predominance — prevailing over
all things — that Thou efface every identity of ghayn that is as-
cribed to the Tree of Negation, by Thy power over whatsoever
Thou wilt; for Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! T ask Thee thus in Negation be-
cause, thereafter, naught remaineth to it; for the Names, apart
from Thy loved ones, are not void of these letters, and whatso-
ever is ascribed unto them is not severed therefrom. Therefore
do I implore Thee, by Thy power which hath left nothing to
him who boweth not down before Thee — for everything is
related to these letters — that Thou annihilate, from all who
refuse to prostrate themselves before Thee, every identity com-
posed of letters attributed to aught beside Thee.

Manifest then, O my God, the station of this supplication; ex-
alt, O my God, him who calleth upon Thee with this praise;
and honour, O my God, whoso annihilateth Negation accord-
ing to this decree in the very act of effacement. For whoso is
unable to efface Negation by aught but these words — this is
the most exalted of paths for affirming Thy unity: the nega-
tion of negation from the court of Thy holiness, from the seat
of Thy might, from the sovereignty of Thy self-subsistence and
the kingship of Thy Lordship.

Wherefore will I praise Thee, O my God, unto the furthest...
for that Thou hast enabled me thus to exalt Thy unity, to
magnify Thy holiness, to proclaim Thy glorification, and to
uplift Thy unicity. There is no power nor strength save in
Thee; unto Thee is the return. And send Thou Thy blessings
upon the Letters of the First (the Letters of the Living) at
every moment — before time and after time.
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Du’a’ li’l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)

In the Name of God, the Most Inaccessible, the Most Holy! oY C’AH & o

O God! T beseech Thee by Thine Eternity, which transcendeth
all things, to aid every essence of alif that is related to the Tree
of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith, by Thy
glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Glory, which possesseth splen-
dor above all things, to aid every essence of ba that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated there-
with, by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily,
Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Bounty, which is above all
things, to aid every essence of jim that is related to the Tree
of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith, by Thy
glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thine Everlastingness, which is
eternal above all things, to aid every essence of dal that is
related to the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated
therewith, by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Guidance, which illumineth
above all things, to aid every essence of ha that is related to
the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith,
by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty, which transcen-
deth all things, to aid every essence of vav that is related to the
Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith, by
Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Creative Power, which illu-
mineth above all things, to aid every essence of za that is re-
lated to the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated
therewith, by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Life, which is established above
all things, to aid every essence of ha that is related to the Tree
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of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith, by Thy
glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity, which is sanctified above
all things, to aid every essence of ta that is related to the Tree
of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith, by Thy
glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Rubescence, which shineth
above all things, to aid every essence of ya that is related to
the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith,
by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Camphor-like nature, which is
hallowed above all things, to aid every essence of kaf that is
related to the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated
therewith, by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Subtlety, which is most subtle
above all things, to aid every essence of lam that is related to
the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated therewith,
by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Belovedness, which is most
endearing above all things, to aid every essence of mim that is
related to the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever is associated

therewith, by Thy glory, before Thyself and before all things.

Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

I beseech Thee by Thy light which illumineth all
things to aid every possessor of the letter Nun that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto,
by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy sovereignty which ruleth over
all things to aid every possessor of the letter Sin that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto,
by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy greatness which transcendeth
all things to aid every possessor of the letter ‘Ayn that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto,
by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.
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O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy creative power which pervadeth
all things to aid every possessor of the letter Fa that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto,
by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy self-subsistence which is ex-
alted above all things to aid every possessor of the letter Sad
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that per-
taineth thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy power which extendeth over
all things to aid every possessor of the letter Qaf that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto,
by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou
art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy mercy which embraceth all
things to aid every possessor of the letter Ra that is related to
the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto, by
Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

2 O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy gratitude which is grateful

above all things to aid every possessor of the letter Shin that
is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth
thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy forgiveness which adorneth all
things to aid every possessor of the letter Ta that is related to
the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth thereunto, by
Thy might, with Thyself and with all things. Verily, Thou art
the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy steadfastness which is estab-
lished above all things to aid every possessor of the letter Tha
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that per-
taineth thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy creative power which is exalted
above all things to aid every possessor of the letter Kha that
is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth
thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy purity which is sanctified
above all things to aid every possessor of the letter Dhal that
is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth
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thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy guardianship which is inac-
cessible above all things to aid every possessor of the letter
Dad that is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that per-
taineth thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all
things. Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! I beseech Thee by Thy manifestation which is manifest
above all things to aid every possessor of the letter Za that
is related to the Tree of Affirmation and all that pertaineth
thereunto, by Thy might, with Thyself and with all things.
Verily, Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

O Lord! T beseech Thee by Thy self-sufficiency which is exalted
above all things, to assist every possessor of the letter Ghayn
that is associated with the Tree of Affirmation and all that
pertaineth unto it, by Thy might which is with Thyself and
with all things. Verily Thou art the Inaccessible, the Mighty.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I testify unto that which
Thou hast caused me and all things to testify: that there is
none other God but Thee, alone with no partner. Thine is the
sovereignty and the kingdom, Thine the might and the domin-
ion, Thine the power and the divinity, Thine the grandeur and
the human realm, and Thine is whatsoever Thou hast loved
of that which Thou hast created or shalt create, for Thy trea-
suries have never ceased to be within Thy Will. All things
come to be through Thy command “Be, and it is.”

I beseech Thee, O my God, by the Tree which Thou hast
made the Tree of Thy love, the Manifestation of Thy single-
ness, the Countenance of Thy eternity, the Dawning-place of
Thy sovereign self-subsistence, and the Manifestation of the
signs of Thy sanctity, to protect me from the Tree of Negation
and destroy it, forsake it, and take vengeance upon it, render-
ing it as though it had never been mentioned.

For all existence proceedeth from two conditions: either it en-
tereth beneath the shadow of Negation, whereupon it is in
Thy fire until it emergeth therefrom, or it entereth beneath
the shadow of Affirmation, whereupon it dwelleth in Thy par-
adise until it emergeth therefrom. Equal in this decree are
a piece of ruby or a particle of clay in the mineral kingdom,
or one who possesseth earthly dominion or one who posses-
seth naught. For if the ruby should enter with the latter into
the presence of the Tree of Negation, it shall abide in the fire
which Thou hast ordained as the severest chastisement. And if
he who possesseth naught should enter with the particle of clay
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into the presence of the Tree of Affirmation, he shall abide in
the paradise wherein Thou hast ordained Thy mercy to prevail.

Protect me, O Lord, from all Negation, from its highest to its
lowest, and grant me, O Lord, all Affirmation, from its highest
to its lowest. For the former is the source of all that Thou
lovest not, and the latter is the wellspring of all that Thou
lovest. Thou hast ever caused the former to perish through
Thy justice and preserved the latter through Thy grace. There
is no power nor strength except through Thee, and verily Thou
art the Lord of all worlds.
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Du’a’ li-Tthbati’l-ithbat (prayer for the affirmation of affirmation)

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy!

O God! I beseech Thee by Thine eternity which is exalted
above all things, to bring forth, through Thy power, the Tree
of Affirmation and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according
to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy creative power which is inac-
cessible above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation
and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy |[...] which is sanctified above all
things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy steadfastness which is transcen-
dent above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation
and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

I beseech Thee by Thy dominion which is victori-
ous over all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy life which endureth after all
things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
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pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy creative power which is estab-
lished above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation
and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy bounty which is everlasting
above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy |[...] which is hidden above all
things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy mercy which encompasseth all
things and is exalted above all things, to bring forth the Tree
of Affirmation and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according
to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy [...] which is inaccessible
above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy glory which is sanctified above
all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatso-
ever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy witness which hath sovereignty
over all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and what-
soever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy self-sufficiency which possesseth
all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatso-
ever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily, Thou
art the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy assurance which illumineth
above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily,
Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.
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O God! T beseech Thee by Thy purity which purifieth all
things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will. Verily, Thou art
the Powerful, the Mighty.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy manifestation which is inacces-
sible above all things, to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation
and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto, according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Powerful, the Mighty.

I beseech Thee by Thy loftiness which is exalted above all
loftiness to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy riches which are above all
things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy singleness which is unique above
all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy might which dominateth over
all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy grandeur which is inaccessible
above all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according
to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! T beseech Thee by the standard of Thy sovereignty
which is independent above all things to bring forth the Tree
of Affirmation and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto through
Thy power according to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by the kingdom of Thy glory which

is exalted above all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirma-
tion and whatsoever pertaineth thereunto through Thy power
according to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Pow-
erful.

26 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy luminosity which is illumined

above all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according
to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.
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O God! I beseech Thee by Thy oneness which prevaileth over

all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and whatsoever
pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according to Thy will.
Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy power which hath ascendancy
over all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and what-
soever pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according to
Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy divinity which is inaccessible
above all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according
to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy ruby essence which is manifest
above all things to bring forth the Tree of Affirmation and
whatsoever pertaineth thereunto through Thy power according
to Thy will. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful.

Glorified art Thou, O God! This is the Friday of the month
which Thou hast magnified. Therefore, O God, send down
upon the Tree of Thy love, its root, branch, twigs, leaves and
fruits that which beseemeth the loftiness of Thy holy exalta-
tion and the sublimity of Thine inaccessibility. O God! Pre-
serve those who have embraced the Bayan lest they be counted
among the Tree of Negation in the hereafter, after Thou hadst
made them of the Tree of Thine affirmation. For by Thy glory
[...] how Thou hast made them the Tree of Negation thereafter,
and how Thou hast made him who was of the Tree of Negation
before to be of the Tree of Affirmation now. Therefore, O God,
have mercy upon those who have embraced the Bayan with all
Thy mercy, for perchance they know not Thy Manifestation on
the Day of Resurrection when the Tree of Thy oneness shall
appear and the Tree of Fire shall be negated in its shade, and
there shall enter therein one who knoweth it not, though Thy
proof is manifest which every soul can comprehend, and Thy
signs on that Day are evident which every being can recognize.
But since Thou doest what Thou willest and decreest what
Thou pleasest, none can utter a word of negation.

From the Tree of the Qur’an, how hast Thou made me as
the Tree of Affirmation, and the letter of affirmation from the
Tree of the Qur’an, how hast Thou made me as the letter of
negation, when Thy proof concerning them both is complete
and Thy Word with them hath reached its fulfillment. Blessed
is he who is delivered from the fire and entered into Paradise
through the decree of his Lord. O God! Create Thou in every
fire which Thou knowest that it reacheth one of Thy beloved
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ones from Thy mercy that which would comfort them, then lift
it from them, for that is Thy trust, and there is no power nor
strength except through Thee, and unto Thee is the journey’s
end.

And O God! Send Thy blessings upon the Primary Letters in
every condition and before every condition, that I may bear
witness unto Thee concerning those who follow these Letters,
that they shall verily enter beneath the shadow of Thine affir-
mation on the Day of Resurrection, according to what Thou
hast ordained for those Letters through Thy grace and Thy
mercy. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing, the Inaccessible,
the Powerful.
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Du’a’ li-Tthbati’l-ithbat (prayer for the affirmation of affirmation)

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I bear witness before Thee and
all things to that which Thou hast caused me to witness: that
there is none other God but Thee, and that the Letters of the
Unity are the nearest of Thy names unto Thee in Thy Book.
Unto Thee belongeth might and majesty, unto Thee belongeth
glory and beauty, unto Thee belongeth power and perfection,
unto Thee belongeth strength and dominion, unto Thee be-
longeth grandeur and independence. Thou hast ever been one
God, single, unique, eternal, self-subsisting, ever-abiding, ever-
lasting, self-dependent. Thou hast taken unto Thyself neither
consort nor son, and Thou hast had no partner in Thy creation,
nor any protector in what Thou hast fashioned. Thou hast ex-
alted Thyself through Thy might above all created things, and
hast magnified Thyself through Thy sovereign might above all
who dwell in the kingdoms of earth and heaven, and hast ele-
vated Thyself in the pure essence of Thy camphor-like nature
above all who inhabit the realms of names and attributes.

I beseech Thee, O my God, at this moment - inasmuch as Thou
art powerful over whatsoever Thou pleaseth, and invincible in
whatsoever Thou willeth, and exalted above whatsoever Thou
hast ordained, and transcendent above whatsoever Thou hast
decreed, and sanctified above whatsoever Thou hast executed,
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and dominant over whatsoever Thou hast established, and
triumphant over whatsoever Thou hast sent down - through
Thy Divinity which is supreme over all things, to preserve ev-
ery essence of Alif that is related to the Tree of Affirmation,
through Thy power over whatsoever Thou pleaseth. Verily,
Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy transcendence which is supreme
over all things to preserve every essence of Alif that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy omnipotence which is invincible
over all things to preserve every essence of Jim that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thine eternity which is exalted over
all things to preserve every essence of Dal that is related to the
Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever Thou
pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Identity which is transcendent
over all things to preserve every essence of Ha that is related to
the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty which standeth
above all things to preserve every essence of Vav that is related
to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Creating Power which pre-
vaileth over all things to preserve every essence of Za that is
related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Life which endureth above all
things to preserve every essence of Ha that is related to the
Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever Thou
pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Purity which is sanctified above
all things to preserve every essence of Ta that is related to the
Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever Thou
pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.
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O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Certitude which is established
in the hearts of Thy loved ones to preserve every essence of Ya
that is related to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over whatsoever Thou pleaseth. Verily, Thou art powerful over
all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Camphorlike Nature, which
purifieth all things, to preserve every essence of Kaf that be-
longeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Subtle Nature, which shineth
resplendent above all things, to preserve every essence of Lam
that belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over
all things.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereign Nature, which ruleth

over all things, to preserve every essence of Mim that belongeth
to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Luminous Nature, which il-
lumineth all things, to preserve every essence of Nun that be-
longeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

7 O God! T beseech Thee by Thy All-Glorious Nature, which

sanctifieth all things, to preserve every essence of Sin that be-
longeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Exaltation, which transcendeth
all things, to preserve every essence of ‘Ayn that belongeth to
the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Singleness, which standeth
unique above all things, to preserve every essence of Fa that
belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Jo oS S L L e oy ol s
1,6 L4 L

G Jtee s &) @) iy el G)
G b S K i O Sl g
Jo oS S L L e oy oleYls
ij'u\;ﬁts:ﬁ
e 2 ) ) 56 el 31l
W«‘%KO\S:F@&;&“@:KJ}
S bl L L e ehyun LY s 2 )
Lo K e

35 Tie 2 ) I lallal el ) o4l
sﬁé‘v«%ﬂdi‘:{q&;d\;é:{
K o oS il b e elyun oY)
(R

b 2 ) J Sl el G ol
d“.’“""‘-(:‘QB:KCL\E::O“sﬂ{J}
do oS M L o Sy SV G 8
16t

e L @) eyl el Gl
J\W,Qjo\szfogﬂjg\bdkd}
e S L e s Y3
L-"'G;LS:W,K

2edite (2 el () oy Szl G gl
oy, (e D13 K s O e K G
S bl L L e ebyus oY) s 2 U
L s b 8 e

G Jl 4l gl S Szl GI
5 Al s e O K s Ol 2K
Joocos el L b e dbaa oY)
[JRIg

o 2 ) I s g el I Ll
d\w.iéwds;{@z;o\;s:;{g};
Jo o8 ME L o chyus DLVl s 2

18 s s 5

125

16

19



[\]
-~

28

Vol. 21: The Bab: Declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq, 1848 -1849)

BB00192

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Self-Sufficiency, which exalteth
itself above all things, to preserve every essence of Sad that
belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Self-Subsistence, which pre-
cedeth all things, to preserve every essence of Qaf that be-
longeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

2 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Mercy, which riseth above all

things, to preserve every essence of Ra that belongeth to the
Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever Thou
willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Witness-bearing Nature, which
transcendeth all things, to preserve every essence of Shin that
belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy All-Forgiving Nature, which
magnifieth itself above all things, to preserve every essence
of Ta that belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy
power over whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful
over all things.

5 O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Steadfastness, which standeth

firm above all things, to preserve every essence of Tha that
belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

i O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Creative Nature, which glori-

fieth itself above all things, to preserve every essence of Kha
that belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power
over whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over
all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Nature as Creator, which purifi-
eth all things, to preserve every essence of Dhal that belongeth
to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over whatsoever
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! I beseech Thee by Thy All-Preserving Nature, which
transcendeth all things, to preserve every essence of Dad that
belongeth to the Tree of Affirmation, through Thy power over
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whatsoever Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over all
things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Manifest Nature, which is
evident above all things, to preserve every every essence of Za
to be related to the Tree of Affirmation according to Thy will.
Verily Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! T beseech Thee by Thy independence, which is self-
sufficient above all things, to cause every essence of Ghayn to
be related to the Tree of Affirmation according to Thy will.
Verily Thou art powerful over all things.

O God! Thou knowest what is in the heavens and on earth.
Never have I called upon Thee with such a prayer for estab-
lishing the word of Thy unity. Therefore, O God, answer at
this moment what I have asked concerning the establishment
of Thy sanctification, the exaltation of Thy praise, the tran-
scendence of Thy glorification, the joy of Thy uniqueness, and
the independence of Thy self-subsistence, for every good that
is mentioned by the name of anything is mentioned in that
prayer and is related to the Tree of the Bayan.

O God! Strengthen it, clothe it with majesty, beautify it, mag-
nify it, illumine it, exalt it, aid it, establish it and preserve it
until the Day when Thou shalt cause it to return, that Thou
mayest send down upon it what is better in Thy sight than
what Thou didst send down upon it before. Verily Thou art
knowing of all things.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon the Letters of the First One
and upon all the letters that have believed in Thee and then
in Thy verses in every condition, before every condition and
after every condition, and in every time, before every time and
after every time.
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Letter to Quddus
To: Quddus and Mulla Husayn

He addresseth Mulla Muhammad Ali al-Mazandarani, entitled
Quddus, and assigneth to each one of the Four Gates a single
star, making himself the Manifestation of the name Muham-
mad, and Mulla Muhammad Ali the Manifestation of the name
Ali, and Qurratu’l-‘Ayn the Manifestation of the name Fatima,
and Mirza Husayn Ali al-Baha the Manifestation of Husayn
ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, and so forth. And it is this:

O Muhammad-before-Ali! The number of negation in exile
hath been decreed, not for God’s sake. It is binding upon every
soul to establish the Alif of affirmation in that wherein ye are,
and verily this on that Day is, in God’s sight, the whole matter
for those who are certain thereof. Let negation be negated and
affirmation be affirmed according to the truth over which ye
have power.

Say: Verily religion after religion is the knowledge of God and
His unity, and the recognition thereafter of His justice, and
following what hath been sent down from His presence, and
the negation of limitation from His holy court, for whatsoever
is besides Him of all things was created for Him. Say: O My
creation, fear ye Mel!

And whatsoever God hath created of anything in the Book
and what is therein - He intendeth by the first letter of the
first verse and what is therein in the mighty Basmalah and
what is therein in the first letter - verily there is no God but I,
the Lord of the worlds. Verily all that the Qur’an containeth is
encompassed in the Surih of Praise, and all that it containeth
is encompassed in the Basmalah, and all that the Basmalah
containeth is encompassed in the letter Ba, and all that is
in the Ba is encompassed in the Point, and I am that Point
beneath the Ba.

5 But the Bab intendeth by this utterance that aforementioned

Point, for it is He. Thus were the Babis named according
to the Point. The foundation of religion in the beginning is
the glorification of God, and in the end the praise of God,
and in the outward the unity of God, and in the inward the
magnification of God. And verily on that Day, so long as the
sun shineth, the whole of religion is “There is no God but God”
outwardly and inwardly, first and last, then “Muhammad is
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the Messenger of God”, then the Imams and the Inheritors
are the proofs of God, then the Gates are for the outward
magnification. That is a comprehensive word, and verily the
measures of the branch revolve around it.

So enter ye into the religion and be ye dominant over the earth
and whatsoever is thereon, and purify the lands of negation
through the Most Beautiful Names and the Most Exalted Ex-
amples and the Prophets and the Truthful Ones and the Mar-
tyrs and the Righteous, and give ye greetings unto them from
thy Lord - meaning Himself by “the Lord.” And whoso de-
sireth to enter beneath the shadow of affirmation, these are
they who shall inherit. And if there be an Ali there, then men-
tion him from thy Lord and say: Verily thou, on the Day of
Resurrection, art of the triumphant ones. If thou desirest that
We should be present from whence thou knowest not, and that
thou shouldst console the people of grief in the (letter Fa), it
is more beloved to Me. And We sent the Tablets unto him!
God will gather together, by His command, between me and
those who have recognized the truth from me. Verily, He is
All-Knowing, All-Powerful.

And the wonder concerneth the First and the Last, the Man-
ifest and the Hidden. From the night of thy recognition of
thy Lord, the number of negation in “There is no God” hath
been fulfilled - fifty thousand years - and the days of affirma-
tion have dawned. Until that time, what was befitting in the
negation of negation and the affirmation of affirmation had not
been mentioned. This is the whole of religion on that day, not
that wherein people were rejoicing.

Watch thou Our Great Name and recite the Book of the All-
Bountiful, for unto each one are examples of that Temple pre-
served with God. Recite ye this verse 361 times day and night:
“God beareth witness that there is no God but Him. His are
the Creation and the Command. He giveth life and causeth
death, then causeth death and giveth life. Verily, He is the
Ever-Living Who dieth not. Within His grasp is the kingdom
of all things. He createth what He willeth by His command,
then by His verses. These are they who are the triumphant.”

Say: God is the Lord, and whatsoever is besides God is servant,
and all are worshippers unto Him. He verily hath power over
all things. And whosoever believeth in God from where they
know and from where they know not. Verily the station of in-
terpretation belongeth to the Prophet, and supplication to the
Guardian, and knowledge to the Gates. We have manifested
the glory of His exalted remembrance, as none but He can bear
it, and after God there was not [...] these stations. Then We
have attributed to the Manifestations of the Living One and
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specifically reserved for the verses of God a new discourse in
which people believed.

Say what Ali (meaning the Commander of the Faithful) hath
said: “His signs are His proof, and His existence His affirma-
tion.” And God is All-Knowing, All-Powerful. Verily I have
sent forth temples of 313 companions in number 224. Were
but one of these to be with anyone who hath faith, he would
prevail over all the worlds. And verily the number of the Gate
in the Greater Temples was first adorned and shone forth. He
is the Proud, the Beautiful, the Beneficent. He hath subjected
therein the ranks of the earth within five divisions of Divine
Unity. Hasten ye, for through them shall ye assuredly prevail.

Then it shone forth and arose; then it gave light and re-
sounded; then it irradiated and was uplifted from the court of
the camphor-like holiness, the limpid purity, the hiddenness of
the Manifestation; from the dawning of the famed Epiphany,
the vesture of concealment, the unrolled Remembrance, the
public proclamation of the Zealous, the Rememberer, the
Remembered; from Him Who dwelleth within and is loosed
upon the Mount; from the Summoner unto the veiled Mystery
— and from my Lord ‘Ali upon the Blessed Tree, its root and
its branch and its boughs — “the Proof of God,” the inscribed
symbol, the Oft-frequented House, the Luminous Presence
and the dispeller of gloom — its fruits and its shades; even
as the dove warbleth upon the branches of the Tree of Tuba
in Paradise, and as the birds sing upon the leaves of the
Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing, in the shadows of
Firdaus.

Know then — and give thanks unto God — that “Zarrin-Taj,
Qurratu’l-‘Ayn,” the wearer of the golden crown, is addressed
by this Tablet; for thy Book is “sealed,” that is, sealed — for
in Persian “khatam” signifieth the seal. Wherefore, laud thy
Lord for His favour; He, through His bounty, hath delivered
thee for God’s sake from what thou didst fear and dread.

Be thou assured that, as a bridal dowry from the jewels of
thy knowledge, the inward meanings of the ordinances and the
loci of trials have been disclosed. Be patient, be patient, with
the remembrance of the Ocean of Succour and the Fount of
Blessing.

They attributed to you certain incidental matters, but their
statements were disproven clearly and openly, for Husayn was
indeed martyred. Whosoever claims he was not killed has
forgotten God’s decree and that which reason has witnessed.
There is no vengeance more severe than what he believed and
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said that Paradise and knowledge suffice as witness. Then in-
deed the fire and Paradise are created, and in them are servants
whose number none knows save God. And before the Day of
Resurrection it shall not be manifest to anyone. The return of
the Qa’im - may God hasten the manifestation of that Light
- suffices. Seek forgiveness from God, for that is the gate of
guidance through which all are created.

5 We revealed in the first year: Say, these are the fruits of the

garden of the First Name in the form which you recite in prayer,
if you are certain. Then the fruits of the Tree of Oneness, if you
bear witness. Then the fruits of the Tree of Divinity, if you are
assured. Then the fruits of the Tree of Eternality wherein flow
four rivers, and therein you shall find the delights that God
has created in those rivers, which God has specially ordained.
This is of God’s bounty and mercy that you may be thankful.

We have ordained the fruits of the First Tree for Muhammad,
the Messenger of God - this is your Lord’s gift, neither cut
off nor forbidden - then for Ali, the true and beloved Imam,
then for Fatima, a leaf from the First Tree - thus shall you
be gathered together - then for Hasan and Husayn, whom God
made Imams from His presence over all the worlds. Say: These
are nine letters after the ten, all created according to what God
has ordained for them.

Say: The letters of those five are for one; when each is made
a gate, you shall not witness the matters about which you say
“We are God’s servants.” But you shall not see in the inward
the pillar by which the gates of guidance are made manifest,
nor in the outward the pillar by which the Imams of religion
stand in truth, nor the other pillar by which you are sustained.
And by it you bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger
of God from God, before the creation of the heavens and earth
and what lies between them, the creation of the worlds. Then
in the first pillar by it you bear witness that there is no God
but He, that Lord of the worlds.

Whosoever desires God, seeking your Lord’s good pleasure, let
him gather all that We revealed in the First in a written book
upon the first earth which We ordained for Muhammad - this is
of your Lord’s bounty until the day you shall be brought before
God - until it reaches the fruits of the Garden of Eternality, for
then you shall be upon the earth whereon you were previously
to appear. It behooveth none save that he should spend five
souls from God’s right in what is written in the Book, all that
God has revealed until the number five is expended - this is of
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God’s bounty and mercy that you may be thankful. Choose
from those five pieces five souls to gather all that God has
revealed, and attribute it to God until the day all shall be
brought before God.

And verily the first earth - We were its writers, thus until your
Lord’s remembrance ends - all We were witnesses. So be ye
patient until God bringeth His decree; and ye are surely able
to do this. This is of the bounty of God and His mercy. The
measures of all things have been set forth in the Book for the
day when ye shall be brought before God.

Glorified be God! To Him prostrateth whosoever is in the heav-
ens and whosoever is on the earth; we are all prostrate before
Him. He it is Who determineth the measures of all things
through His mercy. Verily, He is the All-Bountiful, the All-
Subtle. His are the hosts of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them. All that are in the heavens
and all that are on the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them glorify Him, and we, likewise, are workers in His Cause.
And verily He is the Truth, the Sure. And unto God belongeth
the origination of the heavens and of the earth and of what-
soever lieth between them, and verily He is the Single, the
Sublime. That same God is your Lord; His is the creation and
the command. Say: All are submissive unto Him.

That which was revealed in the first year is the fruits of the Par-
adise of the Divine Identity, pertaining to Muhammad (peace
be upon Him), and His star pertaineth to the land of Persia,
wherein it must be recorded in a book containing the four rivers
of divine manifestation.

2 That which was revealed in the second year is the fruits of the

Tree of Divinity, pertaining to Ali (peace be upon Him), and
His star pertaineth to the land of Iraq, to be written in a book
containing the four stations of creation, sustenance, death and
life.

That which was revealed in the third year is the fruits of the
Paradise of Oneness, pertaining to Fatima (peace be upon Her),
and Her star pertaineth to the land of Azerbaijan, wherein it
must be recorded in a book containing the four stations.

That which was revealed in the fourth year is the fruits of
the Paradise of Divinity, pertaining to Imam Hassan (peace be
upon Him), and His star pertaineth to the land of Khorasan,
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wherein it hath been recorded in a book containing the four
manifestations of unity, prophethood, divine authority, and the
Shi’ih Faith.

That which was revealed in the fifth year is the fruits of the
Paradise of Eternality, pertaining to Imam Hussein (peace be
upon Him), and His star pertaineth to the land of Mazandaran,
recorded in a volume containing the four stations.

And verily that which We have sealed on the twenty-first day of
that month shall be inscribed beneath the shade of the Tree of
Eternality, as a mercy from thy Lord. Verily, He is the Mighty,
the Merciful.
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In the name of God, the Supreme Helper

O Lord my God! I beseech Thee by the Alif of the Father, and
the Ba of the Revelation, and the Ta of the Oft-Returning, and
the Tha of Steadfastness, and the Jim of Generosity, and the
Ha of Wisdom, and the Kha of the All-Informed, and the Dal of
Perpetuity, and the Dhal of Creation, and the Ra of Lordship,
and the Za of the Sower, and the Sin of Splendor, and the
Shin of Gratitude, and the Sad of Patience, and the Dad of
Conscience, and the Ta of Sinai, and the Za of Manifestation,
and the ‘Ayn of Knowledge, and the Ghayn of Victory, and
the Fa of Success, and the Qaf of Nearness, and the Kaf of
Glory, and the Lam of the Standard, and the Mim of Honor,
and the Nun of Light, and the Vav of Providence, and the Ha
of Identity, and the Lam of Grace, and the Alif of Command,
and the Ya of Certitude, to send Thy blessings upon all Thy
guides and the thrones of Thy manifestation and the seats of
Thy concealment, both of the past and of the future.

O my God! Send forth from Thy presence one who shall seize
these infidels, and from Thy side one who shall lay hold upon
these immoral ones, and from among Thy servants one who
shall subdue these transgressors, and from all Thy creation
one who shall overcome these oppressors.

Verily Thou art the most severe in might and in punishment,
the most powerful in conquest and in supremacy, the most
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Study guide to this volume

This volume gathers writings from the most exposed and luminous phase of the Bab’s brief ministry.
From the fortress of Chihriq in remote Adharbayjan, with His public trial at Tabriz drawing near,
the Bab speaks at last in a voice that retains no concealment. He names Himself the Qa’im of the
House of Muhammad, the Promised One Whose Day has been awaited for fifty thousand years. He
composes a unique cycle of prayers — the Du’a’ ‘ala’n-Nafy (prayer of negation) and Du’a’ li’l-Ithbat
(prayer of affirmation), and their intensified counterparts the Du’a’ li-Ithbati’l-ithbat (affirmation
of affirmation) and Du’a’ ‘ala’n-Nafyi'n-Nafy (negation of negation) — in which the very letters
of the Arabic alphabet become liturgical instruments for ratifying the Tree of Affirmation and
consuming the Tree of Negation. He proclaims the inimitability of the verses as the sole criterion
of truth, dismisses inherited traditions as a screen rather than a proof, expounds the Joseph-Qa’im
symbolism that He had veiled in the Qayyumu’l-Asma, and commissions a hidden community of
scribes to copy and beautify the new Revelation onto precious paper. To study these texts is to
follow the Bab from veiled allusion into open declaration, and to enter the inner logic of the Islamic
confession of faith — la ilaha illa’llah, “there is no god but God” — as the Bab Himself opens it
from within.

The Explicit Declaration of Qa’imiyyat

Key Passages

..Verily, T am the Qa’im Whose Day all await, and through Whom all have been
promised. God hath created Me by His command and made Me to stand over ev-
ery soul by virtue of what God hath vouchsafed unto Me. —
BB00330

Say: He is the Qa’im Whose day all await and Who hath been promised unto all....Say:
Verily He is Muhammad, the Guide, and say: I am the Promised Mahdi in the Mother
Book. Say: He is the true Master Whom all were promised. Say: He is the true Qa’im
in Whom all believe. — BB00273

Thou shalt, of a certainty, bear witness that there is none other God but Him, the All-
Powerful Protector, the Self-Subsisting; and that I, verily, am the Qa’im of Truth—He
Who hath been promised. — BB00584

By My life, the Cause of God in respect to Me is more wondrous than the Cause of
Muhammad, the Messenger of God, before Me, would ye but reflect upon it. Say: He
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was raised among the Arabs, then after forty years God revealed verses unto Him and
made Him His Messenger to all the worlds. Say: I was raised among the Persians, and
God revealed unto Me, after twenty-five years of My life had passed, verses which all
are powerless to produce. — BB00330

Context for Study

The Bab’s earlier writings had often spoken through the veil of titles — the Gate, the Remem-
brance, the Point, the Servant of the Remnant of God. These tablets from Chihriq remove that
veil. The same figure who in 1844 had presented Himself as a herald of one greater to come now
declares Himself the very Qa’im of Shi’i expectation, the Mahdi awaited at the end of the age.
The juxtaposition of His own ministry with that of Muhammad in BB00330 is striking: the Bab
measures the wonder of His Cause against the central event of Islamic history and finds in it some-
thing more astonishing still, since His mission opened in His twenty-fifth year, whereas Muhammad
waited until His fortieth. Such language could not be reconciled with conventional Shi’i piety. It
was precisely this kind of declaration that, when proclaimed before the Crown Prince Nasir al-Din
and the assembled "ulama at Tabriz in 1848, sealed the Bab’s fate.

Comparative students should recognize that explicit messianic disclosure is a familiar yet always
disruptive event in Abrahamic religious history. Jesus’ question to His disciples at Caesarea Philippi
— “Who do you say that I am?” — and His admission to the high priest that He was the Christ
are New Testament analogues. The Bab’s declaration also recalls the Jewish messianic claimants
from Bar Kochba through Shabbatai Tzvi, and the recurring tension in Twelver Shi’ism between
the doctrine of the hidden Imam’s occultation and the periodic appearance of figures who claim to
be him. What distinguishes the Bab’s declaration is its grounding in revealed verses rather than in
genealogy, miracles of healing, or political insurrection. The Qa’im is recognized through the Word
that descends through Him, and through nothing else.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean for the Bab to claim that His Cause is “more wondrous” than the Cause
of Muhammad? How might this claim be understood without diminishing the dignity of the
earlier Prophet?

2. Compare the Bab’s open declaration at Tabriz with Jesus’ messianic admission before the
Sanhedrin. What role does the public trial play in the formation of a religion of revelation?

3. How does Shi’i expectation of the hidden Imam shape the listening and the resistance that
the Bab’s declaration encountered? Are inherited categories of hope always also obstacles to
its fulfillment?

4. Why does the Bab couple His claim to Qa’imiyyat with the testimony that there is no God
but God? How does declaration of His own station depend on, rather than rival, the unity of
God?
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The Verses as Sole Proof and the Failure of Inherited Authority

Key Passages

Say: These verses are a proof from Him unto all who dwell in the kingdom of the
heavens and of the earth and all that lieth between them, then unto all who are in the
worlds. And verily from the beginning of this Cause is a day the measure whereof is, in
thy Lord’s sight, fifty thousand years, and He shall surely try men therein.— BB00200

Say: Their striving is naught but from traditions which they relate from the leaders of
religion. Say: Their authority is naught but from a promised word, and no servant is
confirmed save by what God hath sent down unto him in the Book. — BB00200

Were all mankind to gather together, every one of them, to produce the like of that
Book, they would not be able, nor would they have the power — even were they the
most learned upon the earth. — BB00273

These are the days which the people in bygone times eagerly expected. What hath then
befallen you that ye are fast asleep? These are the days wherein God hath caused the
Daystar of Truth to shine resplendent. What hath then caused you to keep your silence?
— BB00343

All acknowledged that none but God could reveal verses, for if this were within the
power of man, during the 1270 years from the revelation of the Qur’an until the year
1260, someone would have produced verses. The very fact that one hath brought verses
is proof that they are not from other than God but from Him alone. — BB00170

Context for Study

The Bab repeatedly stakes the validity of His mission on a single, testable criterion: the spontaneous,
abundant, and authoritative revelation of verses in the cadence of divine speech. This is the i%az
argument of classical Islamic apologetics turned upon the inheritors of that very argument. The
Qur’an had defied its critics to produce so much as a single surih like its own. The Bab, citing this
challenge, points out that twelve and a half centuries elapsed between Muhammad’s revelation in
610 and His own in 1260 AH (1844), and during that long interval no human being arose to fulfill
the Qur’an’s open invitation. The appearance of His verses therefore constitutes, by the Qur’an’s
own logic, evidence of a new descent of the Word.

This claim does more than secure the Bab’s individual mission. It dismantles a whole economy
of religious authority. In Shi’i Islam, the right to interpret had long passed through the chain of
the Twelve Imams and, in their occultation, through the corporate body of the mujtahidun. The
Bab’s response is uncompromising: such authority rests on the transmission of hadith, the citation
of received tradition, and the dignity of the seminary; but “no servant is confirmed save by what
God hath sent down unto him in the Book.” The criterion is shifted from inheritance to descent,
from chain to verse.

For comparative study, the Reformation’s appeal to sola scriptura against the magisterium of Rome
offers an instructive parallel, although the analogy is partial: Luther was citing an existing canon
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against a body of accreted doctrine, whereas the Bab is announcing a new revelation whose verses
are themselves the canon and the judge. Closer in structure may be the rabbinic moment of crisis
in the first century, when prophetic speech had ceased in Israel and authority had passed to the
sages of the Mishnah — a transition the Bab now reverses by reopening prophetic speech itself.
Western philosophers will recognize in this an echo of the longstanding tension between propositional
authority and revelatory event; the question of whether truth is constituted by tradition or whether

tradition is constituted by truth.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab’s use of the Qur’anic challenge to produce “the like” of the Book reframe
a familiar Islamic argument? Has He thereby made Himself answerable to a criterion that

Muslims must accept on their own terms?

2. Why are traditions inherited “from the leaders of religion” described as insufficient, even when
their content is correct? What is the difference between a true report and a confirming proof?

3. Compare the Bab’s appeal to revealed verses with the Reformation principle of sola scriptura.

What is similar, and where does the analogy break down?

4. “These are the days wherein God hath caused the Daystar of Truth to shine resplendent.
What hath then caused you to keep your silence?” How does a religious community become

spiritually somnolent? What discipline would awaken it?

5. If revelation is its own proof, how can a sincere seeker, untrained in Arabic letters or Qur’anic

conventions, evaluate the claim? What is the relation between verse and recognition?

Apophatic Knowledge: How the Inaccessible Reveals Himself

Key Passages

How can I mention Thee, knowing that all mention besides Thee is but creation before
Thee, and that Thou canst not be mentioned or described by the mention of Thy
creatures, nor characterized by the attributes of Thy servants? Glorified art Thou!
Thou hast ever existed before all things, and wilt remain after all things, transcendent
above all things, and hidden beneath all things. — BB00302

Glorified art Thou and praised be Thou! I have not known Thee with the true knowl-
edge that becometh Thee, nor have I described Thee with a description worthy of Thee.
Whensoever I describe Thee with words or remember Thee by signs, they are circum-
scribed by the limits of mine own self, and return unto it, and ascend not unto Thy

presence; for my remembrance of Thee is according to my measure, not according to
Thy measure. — BB00370

Sanctified is Thy Essence above the ascent of the loftiest bird of hearts and imaginings;
and exalted is Thine “I-ness” above the rising of the highest pinnacles of the essences of
those endued with understanding. From everlasting Thou hast been, through Thyself,
known unto Thyself — there was none beside Thee. — BB00486
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But since Thou hast ever been too exalted to be comprehended by human sight, or
to be perceived by any possessor of inner vision, Thou hast established in creation the
Manifestation of Thyself as the station of Thine own Self, so that whatsoever proceedeth
from Thee returneth unto Thee. — BB00302

This is the meaning of “I have known Thee through Thee” in the prayer, and “Know God
through God” in the tradition, and the meaning of “O God! Make me know Thyself.”
— BB00170

Context for Study

Few volumes in the Bab’s writings expound apophatic theology with such intensity. The same
Author Who claims to be the Qa’im also confesses, in His own prayers, that the divine Essence
cannot be named, mentioned, comprehended, or even truly worshipped through any attribute drawn
from creation. Every act of speech about God falls back upon the speaker; the worshipper’s praise
traces the contours of his own limitation. The way out of this circle is paradoxical. God is known
through God Himself, by way of His self-disclosure in the Manifestation, “the station of Thine own
Self,” so that the mirror of revelation becomes the only legitimate place where the divine can be
witnessed.

This formulation has deep roots in the Islamic mystical tradition. The hadith “arif Allah bi’llah”
— “know God through God” — which the Bab cites by name, is foundational for Sufi epistemology,
especially in the Akbarian school of Ibn ‘Arabi and the Imami theosophy of Mulla Sadra and the
Shaykhi masters Shaykh Ahmad al-Ahsa’i and Sayyid Kazim Rashti, whose pupils included the Bab
Himself. The doctrine that the Essence (dhat) is unreachable, and that genuine access is granted
only through the Manifestation (mazhar) of the divine Names, gives the Bab’s negative theology
its specific shape.

Comparative resonances are abundant and worth tracing. Pseudo-Dionysius, in The Mystical The-
ology, writes that God is “not soul or mind...not number, not order, not greatness..beyond every
assertion” and “beyond every denial” Moses Maimonides argues in the Guide of the Perplexed
(I1.58-60) that no positive attribute can be truly predicated of God: every divine attribute must
be transformed into a negation, since speech about God’s essence courts idolatry. Meister Eckhart
speaks of the Gottheit beyond the God of names, and Nicholas of Cusa develops the discipline
of learned ignorance. In modern philosophy Wittgenstein’s closing sentence in the Tractatus —
“whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be silent” — belongs to the same family of recogni-
tions. The Bab’s contribution is the insistence that silence is not the last word. The Manifestation
speaks, and through Him the inaccessible self-discloses; apophasis flowers into kataphasis at the
place where God Himself wills to be known.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does the Bab spend so much language on the inaccessibility of an Essence about which
He insists nothing can be said? What is the purpose of voluble apophasis?

2. Compare “my remembrance of Thee is according to my measure, not according to Thy mea-
sure” with Maimonides’ doctrine of negative attributes. Where do they agree, and what does
each safeguard?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 139



Vol. 21: The Bab: Declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq, 1848 -1849) Appendix

3. How does the Bab integrate the radical transcendence of God with His own claim that rev-
elation has now descended through Him? Does the Manifestation introduce a third term
between Creator and creature?

4. If God is known only through God, what role remains for human reasoning, ascetic discipline,
and learning? Are these preparations, occasions, or obstacles?

5. Read the closing aphorism of Wittgenstein’s Tractatus alongside BB00302. Where does each
text place the limit of speech, and what does each leave open beyond that limit?

The Two Trees: Affirmation and Negation as the Logic of Religion

Key Passages

O Muhammad-Qabl-’Ali, verily the numerical value of negation in “There is no God”
hath been fulfilled, and it is incumbent upon every soul to establish the Alif of affirma-
tion in that wherein ye are...Say: Religion after religion is none other than the knowledge
of God, His oneness, the acknowledgment of His justice, following that which hath been
sent down from His presence, and the negation of all attributes from His holy court, for
all else besides Him are but His creation. — BB00306

Thou hast created naught in existence save two trees: the Tree of Negation and the Tree
of Affirmation. Thou hast made Negation the manifestation of “no god” and Affirmation
the manifestation of “but God.” Thou hast made Negation Thy fire for those who enter
therein, and Affirmation Thy paradise for those who enter therein. The former ever
descendeth to the depths below, while the latter ascendeth to the heights above. —
BB00180

What I have witnessed, O my God, are but two trees — one of negation which, by Thy
justice, shall perish, and one of affirmation which, by Thy grace, shall endure. —
BB00143

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! There is no difference between Fire and Light save
the number of the Gate. Thou causest to enter whom Thou willest therein. Thus is the
earth of Fire transformed into Light, and this in Thy power is nearer than all things.—
BB00178

I beseech Thee, O God, by the Tree which Thou hast planted at Thy affirmation and
watered with the blood of Thy loved ones, to cause that Tree, its branches, leaves and
fruits to grow until it reacheth that which is befitting at Thy creation. — BB00147

Context for Study

The most striking liturgical innovation of this volume is the cycle of paired prayers, one for each
letter of the Arabic alphabet, in which the worshipper systematically petitions God either to
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annihilate every soul ascribed to the Tree of Negation or to confirm every soul ascribed to the
Tree of Affirmation. The same architecture is preserved across many manuscripts (BB00127,
BB00141, BB00142, BB00143, BB00144, BB00148, BB00161, BB00177, BB00178, BB00180,
BB00192, BB00664, BB00681). The two trees are derived directly from the structure of the
Islamic confession of faith. The first clause, la ilaha (“there is no god”), is the great negation; the
second clause, illa’llah (“but God”), is the great affirmation. The Bab teaches that all of religion
in His Day reduces to working out the consequences of this dyad: the soul must negate every false
attachment that does not return to God, and affirm the One Reality alone.

The choice of the tree as the governing metaphor is not arbitrary. The Qur’an speaks of a “good
tree, whose root is firm and whose branch is in heaven, yielding its fruit at all times” (Q14:24-25)
and contrasts it with an “evil tree, uprooted from above the earth, having no stability” (Q14:26) —
a verse the Bab cites explicitly in BB00147. The same parable echoes in Jesus’ teaching that every
tree is known by its fruit, that a good tree cannot bear evil fruit nor a corrupt tree good (Matthew
7:17-20), and in the Psalter’s image of the righteous as a tree planted by streams of water (Psalm
1).

The most arresting passage in this cycle (BB00178) breaks the apparent dualism. “There is no
difference between Fire and Light save the number of the Gate.” The numerical value of nar (fire,
251) and nur (light, 256) differ only by five, the value of the name Bab. Fire and light, in this
exposition, share a single substance and differ only by their orientation toward the divine. The
same soul that was fuel for the fire of negation becomes, upon turning toward the Bab, a radiant
body of light. The two trees, in this exposition, are less metaphysical species than directions
of the will. This recasts what could be read as polemic into something closer to a doctrine of
transformation; the prayer of negation is petitioning, in the end, that the negators themselves be
turned and rescued.

Comparative study should engage the long Christian and Jewish traditions of dualism: the two
ways of Didache 1, the two cities of Augustine, the two inclinations (yetzer ha-tov and yetzer ha-ra)
in rabbinic anthropology, and the Zoroastrian background of cosmic struggle in which the Iranian
world had been steeped for two millennia. The Bab is heir to all of these and yet refuses the
metaphysical dualism toward which they sometimes drift. There is, finally, only God; the tree of
negation has reality only as a privation, and even its inhabitants may be transferred “in less than
the twinkling of an eye” into the tree of affirmation.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the polarity of the two trees grow out of the structure of the Islamic confession
la ilaha illa’llah? Does the affirmation require the negation, and the negation require the
affirmation?

2. The Qur’anic parable of the good tree and the evil tree, the Gospel teaching that a tree is
known by its fruit, and the Bab’s two trees of this volume share a common image. What does
the tree contribute that abstract language cannot?

3. Examine BB00178: “There is no difference between Fire and Light save the number of the
Gate.” What kind of dualism does this statement permit, and what kind does it forbid?
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4. The letter-by-letter prayers ritualize the negation and affirmation alphabetically, embracing
every name and every being. How does this liturgical comprehensiveness shape the worship-
per’s relation to a world of created things?

5. Compare these prayers with imprecatory psalms (e.g., Psalm 137) and the curses of the
covenant (Deuteronomy 27-28). What ethical reading of such liturgical severity is available,
and what guardrails does the doctrine of transformation place upon it?

Negation of Negation, Affirmation of Affirmation

Key Passages

Verily, what is wondrous is that the name of the First and the Last, the Manifest and the
Hidden, hath been fulfilled from the night of thy recognition of thy Lord. The number
of negation in “There is no God” hath extended fifty thousand years, and the days of
affirmation have dawned, yet until now what behooveth the negation of negation and
the affirmation of affirmation hath not been mentioned. This is the whole of religion in
this Day, not that wherein people rejoice. — BB00306

Say: Verily, ye shall negate the negation and establish the affirmation according to that
which ye are able. — BB00306

For whoso is unable to efface Negation by aught but these words — this is the most
exalted of paths for affirming Thy unity: the negation of negation from the court of
Thy holiness, from the seat of Thy might, from the sovereignty of Thy self-subsistence
and the kingship of Thy Lordship. — BB00189

Let negation be negated and affirmation be affirmed according to the truth over which
ye have power. — BB00268

He is the Most Great. In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most Great. God —
there is none other God but He — the Most Great, the Most Great. Thus hath the

Cause been established: the negation of negation and the affirmation of affirmation. —
BB00624

Context for Study

The first stage of the shahada, the simple negation, suffices to clear the ground of idols. The Bab
teaches that the present age requires a second-order operation: to negate the negation itself, and
to affirm the affirmation. The phrase carries a precise grammatical and theological force. Negation,
taken alone, presupposes that there are gods to be denied; once denial has finished its work, even
denial must be denied, lest it become a new attachment. Affirmation, likewise, must affirm itself,
lest the act of worship turn into a possession of God by the worshipper. The cycle moves the soul
from la ilaha to illa’llah, and then beyond both into a stationless recognition.
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The same dialectical structure appears, with different vocabularies, across the world’s mystical lit-
eratures. In Mahayana Buddhism, the Madhyamaka school of Nagarjuna applies the tetralemma to
every assertion: not X, not not-X, not both, not neither — the negation of every position, including
the negation. In Christian apophatic theology, Pseudo-Dionysius writes that God “transcends ev-
ery assertion and every denial,” so that even the denial that God is being is itself to be transcended.
Maimonides’ system of negative attributes faces a similar problem: if every positive attribute must
be negated, the speaker who says “God is not corporeal” must also recognize that this very predica-
tion assumes a frame to which God does not belong. Hegel’s dialectic of negation and the negation
of the negation, although secularized and oriented toward history, retains a structural echo of this
ancient pattern.

The Bab’s contribution is liturgical and personal. The negation of negation is not a logical refine-
ment; it is an act of worship that the believer performs “according to the truth over which ye have
power” (BB00268). The conclusive tablet of the volume (BB00624) reduces the whole revelation
to this single phrase: Thus hath the Cause been established: the negation of negation and the affir-
mation of affirmation. Religion is named here as a movement of consciousness that consumes its
own positions in the act of confessing the One Who exceeds every position.

The same logic is then turned upon the Babi community itself. BB00177 and the volume’s later
prayers warn that those who dwell today in the paradise of affirmation may, on the Day of Him
Whom God shall make manifest, fall into the fire of negation if they cling to their present station
and refuse the next disclosure. Affirmation is, finally, a verb that must be renewed; the tree must
continue to bear fruit. This anticipates Baha’u’llah’s later warnings to those Babis who, in their
attachment to the Bayan, failed to recognize the very One its Author had foretold.

Questions for Reflection

1. “The number of negation in ‘There is no God’ hath extended fifty thousand years, and the
days of affirmation have dawned.” Why does the Bab assign so vast a span to the work of
negation, and what kind of historical period is the “day of affirmation”?

2. What is the difference between negating an idol and negating the negation? Can the second
operation be performed too early — before the first has truly done its work?

3. Place the Bab’s negation of negation alongside Nagarjuna’s tetralemma and Pseudo-Dionysius’
transcendence of denial. Where do these mystical dialectics converge, and what theological
commitments distinguish them?

4. The Bab warns that the Babi who today is rooted in the tree of affirmation may, on the
Day of the next Manifestation, become a letter of negation. What ascetic and intellectual
disciplines does this warning require?

5. Hegel saw negation of the negation as the engine of historical progress. The Bab presents it
as a posture of worship. What is gained, and what is risked, when the same dialectical figure
is read theologically rather than historically?
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Inscribing the New Revelation: Joseph, Calligraphy, and the Com-
munity of Letters

Key Passages

Know that the word “Joseph” corresponds in number to the Qayyumu’l-Asma
[Joseph=qayyum=156] and refers to the Qa’im of the House of Muhammad, peace be
upon Him. Inasmuch as I observed that every morning you would recite “I believe in
the Mystery of the Family of Muhammad,” etc., I desired that the veil be lifted, that
deeds might conform to mere verbal profession. — BB00170

And this is the mystery of the verse “When Joseph said unto his father: ‘I saw eleven
stars and the sun and the moon, I saw them bowing down unto me.”’ — BB00170

O ‘Ali [Shaykh ‘Ali ‘Azim Turshizi]! We have chosen thee by Our command and made
thee a king to proclaim before the Qa’im that He hath appeared by the leave of His
Lord. This is of God’s grace upon thee and upon mankind, that they might be thankful.
— BB00273

And We have commanded that there be sent unto thee tablets of precious paper, dearly-
beloved; therefore shalt thou enjoin that one should, in every tablet, write a book
consisting of nineteen bayts in nineteen bayts, and that in every bayt he should inscribe
the words “God is the Most Great” in the fairest and most beloved of calligraphy. —
BB00584

He cried, “O people, own that faith to which I call —

The Book I bring, its warnings — heed them one and all!”

“Behold the trenchant proof of God, divinely clear,

Made easy for remembrance — who will lend an ear?” — BB00535

Context for Study

Alongside the high doctrine of negation and affirmation, the volume is intensely practical. It sets in
motion a small, dispersed community of scribes, messengers, poets, and copyists who will sustain
the Cause through the years of persecution that lie ahead. Three threads weave together here.

First, the Qur’anic reading of Joseph. The Bab had revealed His earliest major work, the Qayyumu’l-
Asma, as a commentary on the Surah of Joseph; here in BB0O0170 He discloses the hidden equation
that had governed that text. The numerical value of Yusuf (Joseph) matches that of Qayyum (the
Self-Subsistent), and the dream of Joseph — in which eleven stars, the sun, and the moon bow
before him — is read as a prefiguration of the Qa’im before whom the Prophet, the Imams, and
the foundational figures of the Family of Muhammad will themselves bow. Joseph in the well, sold
into slavery, rising to authority in a foreign land, recognized at last by the brothers who had cast
him out — the parable speaks too eloquently to the Bab’s own trajectory to require commentary.
This is typological reading of the boldest kind, in which the older scripture finds its referent in the
present claimant.
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Second, the proclamation of the new Cause through chosen messengers. Shaykh ‘Ali ‘Azim Turshizi
(BB00273) is commissioned “to proclaim before the Qa’im that He hath appeared”; in BB00268 the
Bab assigns symbolic offices to Quddus, Tahirih (Qurratu’l-’Ayn, the wearer of the golden crown),
and others, distributing the Names of the Holy Family among them. The community is being given
a typological identity. Each Letter of the Living is invested with a place in a cosmic drama whose
script is the Qur’an itself.

Third, the discipline of inscription. BB00584’s instruction to write “a book consisting of nineteen
bayts in nineteen bayts” — 361 verses — in the most beloved calligraphy, upon precious paper,
in two “comely coverings,” captures the Babi community’s distinctive aesthetic seriousness. The
number nineteen, fundamental to the Bayan and to the Babi calendar of nineteen months of nineteen
days, governs both the cosmic and the material order. Persian and Arabic calligraphy was already
an exalted art; the Bab elevates it further into a liturgical practice. The didactic poem BB00535,
with its plain rhymed couplets retelling the warning of the She-Camel of Salih, shows the same
community using simpler poetic forms to disseminate the message in conditions where reading and
writing were not universally available.

Comparative students should consider the role of manuscript culture in the survival of religions
under pressure: the Jewish scribal tradition that preserved the Torah through exile, the monastic
scriptoria of Christian Europe that copied the Greek classics and the patristic corpus, the Buddhist
sutra-copying movements of East Asia, and the Tibetan engravers who carved mantras onto stones
beside mountain paths. In every case the labor of inscription does at least four things: it preserves
the text, deepens the scribe’s interior assimilation of it, beautifies the world with its presence, and
forms the community of those who participate in the work. The Bab’s instructions in BB00584
belong to this universal pattern, with the distinctive Babi insistence that “one letter of the words
of God is not to be equalled by all the worlds.”

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab’s equation Joseph = Qayyum = 156 work as a hermeneutic? What is the
relation between numerical correspondence (abjad) and theological insight?

2. Joseph’s dream and his eventual recognition by his brothers offer a typological key to the
Bab’s own life. What are the limits of typology? When does it illuminate, and when does it
merely impose?

3. Compare BB00584’s instructions for the calligraphic copying of nineteen by nineteen verses
with Jewish scribal practice for the Torah, monastic copying in medieval Christianity, and
Buddhist sutra-copying movements. What is the common spiritual logic, and what is specific
to the Bab’s instruction?

4. The didactic poem BB00535 retells the Qur’anic story of the She-Camel of Salih in plain
rhymed couplets. What does it mean for a movement that bases itself on the inimitability of
inspired verse to also cultivate accessible poetry for popular transmission?

5. “One letter of the words of God is not to be equalled by all the worlds.” What practical and
aesthetic consequences follow from taking this sentence seriously today, in an age of mass
digital transmission?
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A guiding question for the whole chapter: If the entirety of religion in this Day is the
negation of negation and the affirmation of affirmation, what would it mean to take that
single phrase as the daily measure of one’s prayer, one’s reading, and one’s encounters
— so that every false absolute is dismantled in the same breath that calls upon the
One Whom no name can name, but Whose verses have now been heard?

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 146



	BB00200 Tablet to Mulla Husayn VI
	BB00330 Declaration of Qa'imiyyat
	BB00370
	BB00302 Li-Mir Muhammad 'Ali
	BB00273 Tawqi'i Qa'imiyyat
	BB00497 Letter to Khal-i-Asghar I
	BB00540 Tablet to Nawruz Firuz
	BB00343 Letter to 'Abd(Mulla?) Sadiq Muqaddas
	BB00584 Letter to Aqa Muhammad Husayn Ardistani
	BB00170 Tablet to Siyyid Muhammad
	BB00116 to Mulla Husayn Khurasani
	BB00184
	BB00454 to Muhammad Husayn (Mulla Husayn ?)
	BB00486
	BB00535 to Rahim (Ibrahim)?
	BB00539
	BB00306 to Muhammad 'Ali, and maybe Mulla husayn
	BB00520
	BB00664 Du'a'a'l-Qahriyya 'Ala'n-nafy
	BB00681 Du'a' li'l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
	BB00178 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
	BB00127 Du'a' li'l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
	BB00143 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
	BB00161 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
	BB00180 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
	BB00142 Du'a' li'l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
	BB00162 Du'a' li-Ithbati'l-ithbat (prayer for the affirmation of affirmation)
	BB00167 Prayer for Ahmad
	BB00150 Fi Yawmi 'idi'l-Adha
	BB00198 Du'a'i laylati nisfi sha'ban
	BB00147 Du'a'i yawmi nisfi sha'ban
	BB00141 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
	BB00148 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafy (prayer of negation)
	BB00189 Du'a' 'ala'n-Nafyi'n-Nafy (prayer for the negation of negation)
	BB00144 Du'a' li'l-Ithbat (prayer of affirmation)
	BB00177 Du'a' li-Ithbati'l-ithbat (prayer for the affirmation of affirmation)
	BB00192 Du'a' li-Ithbati'l-ithbat (prayer for the affirmation of affirmation)
	BB00268 Letter to Quddus
	BB00504
	BB00624
	Study guide to this volume

