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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii



Vol. 26: The Bab: Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq, 1849-1850)

Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11
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60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 26

This volume presents a thematic cluster of Tablets from the Bab’s Chihriq imprisonment that, taken
together, read as a deliberate effort to stabilize the community after His imminent martyrdom by
securing the textual record, defining channels of transmission, and assigning (at least outwardly) a
line of stewardship under Wahid / Yahya (Mirza Yahya Azal). Several pieces frame this transition
in strikingly practical terms. In Kitabu’l-Javad (BB00107), the Bab gives concrete instructions
touching His posthumous remains—requesting that contact be made with a believer in Calcutta to
prepare a sarcophagus/casket—and even notes preferred routes for travel via Basra if the recipient
wishes to approach His presence. In the same spirit, a letter to ‘Abdu’l-Karim Qazvini (BB00334)
functions as an administrative key: it maps out addressees by titles and “Names” (including Azal,
Jalil, Qayyum, Baha, Dayyan, and others) and sets expectations for careful handling and delivery,
repeatedly returning to the idea that the integrity of the written traces must not be compromised
in circulation.

Across the central succession documents, the Bab’s concern is not merely preservation as archiv-
ing, but preservation as authority: what is safeguarded, who safeguards it, and what happens
when meaning is disputed. Li’th-Thamara (BB00614)—addressed to the one “named Wahid,”
commands him to preserve what has been revealed in the Bayan and what has been commanded
therein. Li-Ismi’'llahi'n-Nazi’ (BB00270) expands this into a distribution protocol: it speaks of
works being gathered and sent to Azal; acknowledges the Bayan’s structure (with some Vahids
“manifest” and others “concealed”); and, crucially, directs that unresolved questions be referred to
an amanuensis—Siyyid Husayn—whose role is implicitly cast as interpretive and stabilizing, with
explicit instructions that he not be saddened or marginalized. A closely allied instruction appears
in another letter to Mulla ‘Abdu’l-Karim Qazvini (BB00625), which again ties the scribe’s duty of
preservation to the act of delivering the writings to Azal and of consulting the authorized interme-
diary when comprehension fails—an attempt, it seems, to prevent fragmentation into rival readings
at precisely the moment when charismatic presence would be withdrawn.

At the same time, the volume does not present succession as a simple linear handover. It repeat-
edly layers nominal leadership with spiritual hierarchy and eschatological expectancy. The letter
to Rahim (BB00658) is particularly revealing: after passages of exalted self-attestation and instruc-
tions that certain declarations be engraved on crystal or marble for rulers, it turns to the problem
of “visitation” and to the community’s predicament after the Bab’s death—when, it says, none will
know the locus in which He has become hidden—thereby shifting attention from immediate admin-
istration to the future recognition of “Him Whom God shall make manifest.” Within this frame,
Azal is described as a “throne” appointed by the Bab’s verses, one that endures in patience “until
the Day of Resurrection,” accompanied by an explicit warning against division in the Bayan. The
same tension surfaces in the letter to Mirza Asadu’llah Dayyan (BB00567), which praises Dayyan’s

vii



inner attainments and entrusts him with a protective duty toward Azal, while also gesturing—
through an allusion to “Hin (68)”"—toward a future disclosure of what is ordained, suggesting that
the community’s ultimate horizon of authority lies beyond the immediate caretaker arrangements.

Overall, the Tablets in this compilation portray a leadership transition conceived simultaneously as
(1) a logistical project (collecting, copying, routing, and physically safeguarding a dispersed revela-
tion), (2) an institutional project (designating stewards, intermediaries, and norms of consultation),
and (3) an eschatological discipline (maintaining unity and ethical restraint so the believers are not
veiled from the promised Manifestation).
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In the margin thereof there hath been inscribed, under the
name of a name from among the Names, these designations:

The Name of Azal — for the Eternal Fruit, the Divine Direc-
tion, and the Everlasting Countenance, in remembrance of the
Mighty;

The Name of Jalil — for the Name of God, the Great, the Lord
of return and recurrence, as We have already mentioned unto
thee;

The Name of Qayyum — for the Name of God, the Generous,
the Ancient Bounty of God, proclaiming His everlasting glad-
ness and recalling the remembrance of eternity.

Glorified, glorified be He above all that the remembrancers
remember — a pure and constant glorification!

And the Name of Hayy belongeth to the Single, the Unique,
concerning whom it hath been sent down: “The Manifestation
of the One is better than the worship of the two worlds; and if
he prevail, he is the Prevailing; verily the hosts of God — they
are the victors.”

And the Name of Baha pertaineth to the Tree of Baha and
to Him Who dwelleth in the Ocean of the Cloud. Say unto
it in my tongue: Praise thou God, thy Lord and the Lord of
all things, inasmuch as He hath answered thy prayer and hath
quickened His loved ones — praised and exalted.

And the Name of Dayyan is in the Name of Ahad, in the pres-
ence of glory: the Unique One, the lion, the fierce champion,
the ocean of light, the ascender unto the summit of attainment
in the paths of God, the King, the All-Knowing.

And the Name of ‘Ali is in the Name of Jalil, in the Name of
God, the Most High, the Most Exalted.

I have sent these unto you: preserve them, and do not blacken
them by consigning them to other names. Moreover, before
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BB00334

this I sent unto you, by our Most Great Master, many portions
and divers temples: a temple for the Name of God, the Great;
a temple for the presence of Sulayman; a temple of Light from
Khuy; a temple for the daughter of the Name of God, the
Generous; and temples for the Unique and others, and for the
companions. A portion of the verses is for thee, and a portion
for the presence of the Great, and for Waliyat and others.

The presence hath been commanded to convey them all unto
thee — through the Temple of the One Who is implored for
aid — for the Unique and others: that is, to transcribe them
all, then to deliver them to their names. And whatever you
mentioned, I sent unto you. Wherefore I know not what hath
occurred that matters have become thus. For God will suffice
thee: were there to be diminished from the traces of My Pen,
by thy pen, but a single letter, I would take it away from thee;
yet He willeth to abase every veil of yours. Thus do all with
all, until they are drawn, one to another.

And no soul shall grieve, nor any book, but that upon its head
is written a script: “O my Name!” — within it the Temple of
Eternity, the everlasting Circle, the thread of Divinity, and a
line informing from God, the Hearer, the Most High.

To Sami’ al-A’la — with the Most High — deliver thou this: con-
vey it unto the Beauteous Fruit. And the book of the presence
of Asadu’llah, the Name of God, the Dayyan. And the letter
of La Siyyid Husayn — do ye inquire of him also concerning the
portion: whenever a portion is sent down in the name of La
Siyyid Husayn, forward it.

O my gracious Lord! Before the verses, the discourses, the
prayers, and the visitation-texts were sent down from God, the
All-Guarding, the Self-Subsisting, God sent down the verses
and the visitation-texts and the discourses and the prayers —
He, besides Whom there is none other God, the Mighty, the
Well-Beloved — upon the fairest script, such as no script can
match, and upon the choicest paper, such as no paper can rival,
in the days of deliverance, in the month of ‘Ala’. And after this
God will send down upon the Manifestation of His Self and the
Presence of His Being — let him therefore cover it with a comely
covering.

And I sent certain locks — tokens of Divinity — for the Fruit of
Baha, from a direction, within the fold of a paper: convey it
unto His resting-place, within another fold, and the letter of
the Fruit. It was wrapped in yellow; nothing was written upon
its head. Yet all existence could not number a single letter
from among the letters of the Temple. Had We willed, We
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could have increased his longing, that the like thereof might
appear in that hour.

And therein are two leaves, with My wondrous seals; and My
signet is engraved with these words: “This is a lofty path, in
the Mother Book, straight — leading unto the resting-place of
Azal and the First Light, the Name of God, the Most High,
the Most Exalted.” Read ye it with care.
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Kitabu’l-Javad
To: Siyyid Javad Karbala’

In the Name of God, the Most Bountiful, the Most Bountiful!
By God, the Most Bountiful, the Most Bountiful! Through the
bounty of God, the Most Bountiful, the Most Bountiful!

Say: O God! Thou art the Bountiful One of the heavens
and of the earth and whatsoever lieth between them. Thou
givest bounty unto whomsoever Thou willest and withdrawest
bounty from whomsoever Thou willest. Thou exaltest whomso-
ever Thou willest and abasest whomsoever Thou willest. Thou
raisest whomsoever Thou willest and bringest low whomso-
ever Thou willest. Thou aidest whomsoever Thou willest and
forsakest whomsoever Thou willest. Thou enrichest whomso-
ever Thou willest and makest poor whomsoever Thou willest.
Within Thy grasp is the kingdom of all things. Thou createst
what Thou willest by Thy command. Verily, Thou art power-
ful over whatsoever Thou willest.

Say: God is more bountiful than any possessor of bounty.
None can withhold the flowing bounty of His bountiful grace,
whether in the heavens or on the earth or in what lieth between
them. Verily, He is the Ever-Bountiful, the All-Bounteous, the
Most Generous.

Say: O God! Thou art the Most Bountiful of the bountiful
ones. Thou givest bounty unto whomsoever Thou willest and
withdrawest bounty from whomsoever Thou willest. Thou rais-
est whomsoever Thou willest and bringest low whomsoever
Thou willest. Thou exaltest whomsoever Thou willest and
abasest whomsoever Thou willest. Thou aidest whomsoever
Thou willest and forsakest whomsoever Thou willest. Thou
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enrichest whomsoever Thou willest and makest poor whomso-
ever Thou willest. Within Thy grasp is the kingdom of all
things. Thou createst what Thou willest by Thy command.
Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest.

O God! Thou art the Most Bountiful of the bountiful
ones in the kingdom of the heavens and of the earth and what-
soever lieth between them. Thou raisest whomsoever Thou
willest and bringest low whomsoever Thou willest. Thou exal-
test whomsoever Thou willest and abasest whomsoever Thou
willest. Thou aidest whomsoever Thou willest and forsakest
whomsoever Thou willest. Thou enrichest whomsoever Thou
willest and makest poor whomsoever Thou willest. Within Thy
grasp is the kingdom of all things. Thou createst what Thou
willest, how Thou willest, through what Thou willest, for what
Thou willest. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest.

i To God belongeth the bounty of the heavens and of the earth

and whatsoever lieth between them. God is the Bountiful,
the All-Bounteous, the Most Generous. To God belong the
bountiful ones of the heavens and of the earth and whatsoever
lieth between them. God is the Most Bountiful, the All-Giving,
the Ever-Giving.

Say: O God, Most Bountiful above every possessor of bounty!
None can withhold the sovereign dominion of His bountiful
grace, whether in the heavens or on the earth or in what lieth
between them. He createth what He willeth by His command.
Verily, He is the Bountiful, the All-Bounteous, the Most Gen-
erous.

To God belongeth the sovereign dominion of the bountiful ones
of the heavens and of the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them. God is the Most Bountiful, the All-Giving, the Ever-
Giving. To God belongeth the bounty of all that He hath
created and will create of all things. God is powerful over all
things. To God belong the bountiful ones of the heavens and
of the earth and whatsoever lieth between them. God is the
Bountiful, the All-Giving, the Ever-Giving.

Say: God is more bountiful than any possessor of bountifulness.
None can withhold the sovereign dominion of His bountiful
grace, whether in the heavens or on the earth or in what lieth
between them. Verily, He is the Bountiful, the All-Bounteous,
the Most Generous.

Say: God is more bountiful than any possessor of bounty. None
can withhold the most generous bounty of His bountiful grace,
whether in the heavens or on the earth or in what lieth between
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them. Verily, He is the Bountiful, the All-Bounteous, the Most
Generous.

To God belong the eternal ones of the heavens and of the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them. God is over them the All-
Powerful, the Almighty, the Omnipotent. To God belong all
possessors of bounty from before and after; all abide by His
command.

These are verses We have sent down according to the number
of Thy Name, as a bounty from Our presence. Verily, We are
the Ever-Bountiful. We have created the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them through a bountiful bounty
from Our presence. Verily, We are the Ever-Bountiful. Verily,
the name of bounty in the Divine Essence is an essence that
none but Him can comprehend. Say: All are created through
God’s bounty, and in the kingdom of names are mirrors in the
Book of God, wherein thou dost give tidings of the bounty
of God, the Supreme, the Exalted. All that thou beholdest
hath been created through God’s bounty, a bounty from His
presence - verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.
Observe how We have made thee the cause of the creation
of all things, as a bounty from Our presence - verily We are
the Eternal. Nothing hath been created except through God’s
bounty, and We have made thee the mirror of that Name as a
bounty from Our presence - verily We are the Eternal.

Through Our bounty were all the Messengers created, one and
all. Through Our bounty were all the Books created, one and
all. Through Our bounty is created in every Revelation, by
Our command, the witnesses to Our Cause in the kingdom of
Command and Creation and whatsoever lieth between them.
Say: All stand firm by God’s command.

Through Our bounty are Our paths in every Revelation. Say:
All shall know what God hath ordained. Through Our bounty
was bounty itself created. Say: All are created through God’s
bounty. Through Our bounty were created the heavens and
what lieth above them of the Throne and what lieth above it
of the Seat, and the angels in the heavens who glorify God
with Our remembrance and who praise Us.

5 Through Our bounty were created the sun and moon and all

the stars, then the thunder and lightning, then what descen-
deth from heaven of moist water, then frozen water, then white
snow - all are signs of God and all ye witness by God’s com-
mand. Through Our bounty were created fire and air, then wa-
ter and earth - by these are all things created. Through Our
bounty were created the earth and the seas, then the moun-
tains and what was created therein of minerals, and what was
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ordained in the sea of hidden white pearls, then fish and the
wonders We created therein - all from Our presence, verily We
are the Eternal.

Through Our bounty was created the First, though It hath no
first - verily We are the Eternal. Through Our bounty was
created the Last, though It hath no last - verily We are the
Eternal. Through Our bounty was created the Primal Point,
God’s creation among the worlds. Through Our bounty were
created Seth before Noah and Abraham. Through Our bounty
were created Moses and Jesus after Abraham. Through Our
bounty was created Muhammad before ‘Ali before Muhammad
before Him Whom God shall make manifest in the kingdom of
the heavens and earth and what lieth between them, then in
all the worlds.

7 Through Our bounty shall be made manifest He Who shall ap-

pear after Him Whom God shall make manifest, then He Who
shall appear after Him Whom God shall make manifest, then
He Who shall appear after Him Whom God shall make man-
ifest, then He Who shall appear after Him Whom God shall
make manifest, then He Who shall appear after Him Whom
God shall make manifest, then He Who shall appear after Him
Whom God shall make manifest, then He Who shall appear
after Him Whom God shall make manifest, then He Who shall
appear after Him Whom God shall make manifest, then He
Who shall appear after Him Whom God shall make manifest,
then He Who shall appear after Him Whom God shall make
manifest, then He Who shall appear after Him Whom God
shall make manifest, then He Who shall appear after Him
Whom God shall make manifest, then He Who shall appear
after Him Whom God shall make manifest, unto the end that
hath no end. Never shall My heart cease to rejoice in love of
the mention of Him Who shall appear after Him Whom God
shall make manifest, nor shall mention of this ever be cut off
from the Books — all worship God through His bounty.

O Name, the All-Bountiful! Bear thou witness that God is
an impenetrable, resplendent Mystery. He hath sent forth
the Messengers and revealed the Books, that all might tes-
tify that there is none other God but Me, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

We give thee glad tidings of a mirror that hath been manifested
from God, thy Lord, at the age of the number of Unity, that
she might recite from God what she receiveth according to her
nature, as a bounty from Us, for We are the Eternal. This is
what she is well-pleased with, and through which she seeketh
the good-pleasure of others. Blessed are they who attain!
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We have sent unto thee a Tablet, and in its wake a remem-
brance from Us, for We are ever-mindful. Though bounty hath
bestowed all things, yet the essence of bounty is greater in
God’s sight, for through it are all things created.

This is God’s dominion; possess thou of God’s bounty whatso-
ever thou willest, for We are the Eternal. Yet thou canst not
possess of heaven save what sheltereth above thy head, nor of
earth save what thou sittest upon, nor of aught else save what
sufficeth thee. Say: All are in God’s dominion and all do re-
member Us. Say: Glorified be God above what the describers
describe, and how much more above what the describers can-
not describel!

2 We have created all things through thee, so possess of thy

Lord’s dominion what thou willest, for We have withheld noth-
ing from Our bounty — a bounty from Our bounty unto Our
bounty, for We are the Eternal. When thou wert among those
who sailed upon the sea of names, We loved not to make thee
descend into the sea of limitations, as a bounty from Us, for
We are the Eternal. But as We desired that thy remembrance
remain among the worlds, We made thee the throne for the
manifestation of what We have mentioned in the Book, and
We granted thee a portion of what We had ordained for the
First Unity, as a bounty from thee, before and after, unto the
worlds.

This beseemeth not bounty from one who was created by
bounty, not from bounty itself. And what We mentioned
before beseemeth not God, for We have bestowed bounty upon
all through Our bounty, for Our bounty, as a bounty from
Our bounty, for We are the Eternal. But thou, beyond what
thou dost possess and what sufficeth thee, canst not possess
aught of the worlds, nor doth it beseem thee to make mention
of all things, for all things were created through God’s bounty.
And whoso deemeth the cause of bounty greater than bounty
itself — verily, all are created by God’s bounty.

Say: O God! Thou didst create me through Thy bounty, and
didst provide for me through Thy bounty, and didst cause me
to die through Thy bounty, and didst give me life through Thy
bounty, and didst raise me up through Thy bounty, and didst
decree that Thou wouldst treat me only through Thy bounty,
as a bounty from Thee, for Thou art the Most Bountiful of the
bountiful.

We love not that thou shouldst adduce in the Book what We
have adduced for creation, for all worship God, thy Lord, be-
fore and after, some knowingly and some unknowingly. We
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have made thee Our Messenger unto the worlds. Give glad tid-
ings to all of thy Lord’s manifestation, for this is the mighty,
the impregnable glory. And warn against aught else, for this
is a severe fire.

Write to all those who are beyond the sea: If ye desire to attain
unto your Qa’im and your Mahdi, Who was promised to you
aforetime, then attain before God’s grace and mercy pass you
by, else ye shall die and then be questioned before God. Take
from Our rights should anyone come to thee with honor, for
We are ever-taking. Be independent of those who reject this
through God, for We are independent of all things.

7 Write to Muhammad in Calcutta, saying: If thou desirest to

be among the rightly guided, and to perform a deed that shall
deliver thee on the Day of Resurrection and admit thee to
paradise ere the believers, then will God accept from thee what
thou hast heretofore wrought, and will forgive thee for that
from which thou hast held thyself aloof. Thou shalt assuredly
command that a crystal casket be fashioned for the body which
ye have been promised, when God willeth to raise it unto Him,
for this is better for thee than what thou hast done before or
shalt do, if thou be of the [...]. And send that unto him, or
unto whosoever is upon the sea besides him, for verily We are
the Deliverers.

And write that thou shouldst glory in this; therefore act accord-
ingly, else God is independent of all worlds. Thou shalt surely
die and be questioned before God, thy Lord, and shalt return
unto the proof of thy Lord that which God hath ordained in
the Book, if thou desirest to be of the guided ones. Otherwise,
We are indeed independent of all things. All are Our servants,
and all glorify Us by night and by day, and all are devoted
unto Us. Were We not aware that thy breast would be con-
stricted by journeying to the sea, We would have willed it, but
We have indeed become independent of all that might result in
thy breast being constricted by aught, as a bounty from Our
presence, verily We are the Eternal. And remember the guides
of thy Lord in that land and magnify from God with a great
magnification.

And if thou desirest to meet God, then ascend from the paths of
Basra that thou mayest guide Muhammad qabl-i-Taqi therein,
then whomsoever thou seest in whom there is light, for verily
We are the Guiders. And watch in all this that thou witness
no grief, and preserve thyself by that through which thou wert
among the powerful ones.
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Letter to Mirza Asadu’llah Dayyan
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In the Name of God, the Lord of the two religions! In the
Name of God, the Lord of all religions!

I have beheld the Tablets of Eternity, adorned as they are
with the splendors of the revelation of God, the Mighty, the
Glorious. Praise be unto God, as beseemeth Him and as He
deserveth, inasmuch as thou hast ascended, in thy recognition
of thy Lord, unto a horizon which none other can compre-
hend. We have answered that which thou didst mention in
thy adorned Tablets, and We have made thee a king that thou
mayest recount that which the eternal mirrors relate concern-
ing Him Who is their Revealer, and that thou mayest be vigi-
lant lest there cross thy mind that which would extinguish the
fire of His heart, and that thou mayest be unto Him and unto
that which He desireth to convey regarding the remembrance
of God a beauteous protector. Guard thou it and thyself, that
neither His knowledge nor thine own be encompassed by loss,
and make ye mention of God’s guides with beauteous remem-
brance. We have ordained for thee in the Book that which
shall cause thee to be enlightened by the Book until a time
appointed.

O creation of God! Read ye all, then believe and be assured.
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Letter to Mulla ’Abdu’l-Karim Qazvini
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In the Name of God, the Most Generous, the Lord of the Gen-
erous Ones

In the Name of God, the Most Generous, the Lord of the Boun-
tiful Ones

O My Name! It hath brought Me joy that in the eternal mir-
rors thou hast spoken of God thy Lord and guided others unto
God thy Creator. All praise be unto Him Who manifesteth, as
befitteth Him and as He deserveth. Thou hast shown the ut-
most care, first in preserving it and second in thy eagerness and
joy concerning it, such that not even a trace of sorrow should
touch thy harmonious heart due to the mention of contingent
beings.

How excellent that thou shouldst bring into being and send five
adorned Tablets of His traces in beautiful handwriting with
the utmost joy and fragrance, and show the utmost care in
preserving the traces of God, both those of old and those newly
revealed.

Thou hast mentioned in the Tablets the conditions of the
goodly fruit. May God assist you thereby, for He is the Best
of Helpers from ancient times. Guard all that hath been sent
down from God as thou wouldst guard thine own eyes, at all
times, before all times, and after all times.

; And if Ali is there with thee, mention him with the fruit, that

he may behold, through God’s command, the mirrors of God
and His countenance, for verily We are ever watchful. And
present before God that which hath been raised up unto God
as a remembrance from God in the Book, for He is the Best of
Rememberers.
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Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of gods; verily, I
am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the Last
that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of gods.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of Lords; verily, I
am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the Last
that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of Lords.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the One and
Only; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and
unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
One and Only.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From
the First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Single;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the
Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the Single.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From
the First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Self-
Sufficient; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me,
and unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best
of the Self-Sufficient.

i Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the

First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Unique;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto
the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
Unique.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From
the First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the All-
Knowing; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me,
and unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best
of the All-Knowing.
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Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From
the First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the All-
Powerful; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me,
and unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best
of the All-Powerful.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Sovereigns;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto
the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
Sovereigns.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Drawers-
nigh; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and
unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
Drawers-nigh.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Comingled;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto
the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
Comingled.

2 Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the

First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Bountiful;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the
Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the Bountiful.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Wealthy;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the
Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the Wealthy.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Most Splendid of the
Splendid; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me,
and unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Most
Splendid of the Splendid.

5 Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, From the

First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Exalted;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the
Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the Exalted.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Most High;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto
the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the Most
High.
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Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Most Glo-
rious; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and
unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
Most Glorious.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Most
Mighty; verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me,
and unto the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best
of the Most Mighty.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Inaccessible;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto
the Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the
Inaccessible.

Verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me. From the
First that hath no beginning I was, the Best of the Guarded;
verily, I am God; there is none other God but Me, and unto the
Last that hath no end shall I ever be, the Best of the Guarded.

These are the verses which it behoveth to be engraved upon
crystal, treasured by the sovereigns of the faithful, and upon
tablets of marble, upon which there shall rest a remembrance
from God for the two assured angels.

O Most Exalted Name! Bear Thou witness that there is none
other God but Me, the sovereign, the omnipotent.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the

all-knowing, the unapproachable.

Bear Thou witness that there is other God but Me, the

Possessor, the exalted.

none

Bear Thou witness that there is other God but Me, the

all-powerful, the illumined.

none

Bear Thou witness that there is
Glory, the enrobed in majesty.

none

other God but Me, the

Bear Thou witness that there is other God but Me, the

King, the Possessor.

none

Bear Thou witness that there is other God but Me, the

Minister, the Invested.

none

Bear Thou witness that there is other God but Me, the

Security, the Trusted.

none

Bear Thou witness that there is other God but Me, the

Commander, the Obeyed.

none
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Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Judge, the Arbiter.

2 Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the

Knower, the Learned.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Gatherer, the Assembler.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Peace, the Resigned.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Knower of secrets, the Confessor.

; Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the

Renowned, the Proclaimed.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Mighty, the Magnified.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Tremendous, the Self-Exalted.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Splendour, the Effulgent.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Munificent, the Overflowing.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Lofty, the Proud.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Majestic, the Dignified.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Subduer, the Subjugating.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Manifest, the Self-Revealed.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Sovereign, the All-Ruling.

Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the
Self-Sufficient, the Enriched.

7 Bear Thou witness that there is none other God but Me, the

Glory, the Radiant.

I have created all things by My command, from the First that
hath no beginning; and verily I am powerful over all that I
have created. And I shall create, unto the Last that hath no
end, all things; and verily I am over whatsoever I create potent,
omnipotent, all-powerful.
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Whatsoever is seen of that Temple is a Throne whereon I re-
vealed Myself from the First that hath no beginning; and ver-
ily 1 was sanctified above the majesty of those thrones and
above all the worlds. And I shall manifest Myself through
those thrones unto the Last that hath no end, after I had been
concealed from them and from all things, unknown to the re-
membrance of the rememberers.

O that Name! Say: There is none other God but God, from
the First that hath no beginning; in Him all believe and are
assured. And unto the Last that hath no end say: In Him all
believe and are assured.

Seest thou the Throne whereon I revealed Myself unto thee
in the days of Adam and Noah, then Abraham, then Jesus
and Moses, then Muhammad? Say: All are in the Point of
the Bayan, and I am all for all believers. Even so shalt thou
behold in Him Whom God shall make manifest, and in Him
Who shall appear after Him, and in Him Who shall appear
after him, and after him, and after him, without end, unto the
Last that hath no end.

This is the most exalted of remembrances in My heart and
in the hearts of the unitarians. Whosoever believeth in Him
Whom God shall make manifest hath indeed believed in God
and in all the thrones of His manifestation, from the First that
hath no beginning unto the Last that hath no end. This is the
Straight Path.

When days are fulfilled, write the Book of the Gardens of invio-
lable might. In the first Tablet, inscribe the Name of God and
His Most Beautiful Names, a remembrance from Us unto the
worlds. Then, in His presence, sanctify God above the names
which ought to be denied Him — such as that He be seen, or
bounded, or embodied, or substance — names unbefitting to
the Lord of the worlds.

In another Tablet, set forth the remembrance of the Sun of
Truth, from the First that hath no beginning unto the Last that
hath no end, and ascribe unto Him every beautiful attribute;
then withhold from Him whatsoever befitteth not the Throne
of God, for We are the Sanctifiers.
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Then stand thou, in its presence, purified of whatsoever befit-
teth not the Throne of God; for verily We have ever been of
those who sanctify. And after these two unities — wherein is
mentioned God, and the Throne of His Manifestation, from
the First Who hath no beginning unto the Last Who hath no
end — nothing therein shall be altered nor changed throughout
the passing of ages among the worlds.

; Therefore make mention of a Tablet wherein is commemorated

the Point of the Bayan, and inscribe therein that all which hath
been created hath returned unto Him, and that whatsoever
shall yet come to be must inevitably appear from Him, unto
the Last Who hath no end; verily We have been the Recorders.
Then make mention of His Proof, which is the Signs of God
among the worlds; for in like manner was the proof of every
Throne of Truth from the First Who hath no beginning unto
the Last Who hath no end. This is a Proof whose authority
endureth until its latter consummation, and by it all are able
to draw their conclusions.

Then record the circumstances of His singleness, the span of
His life, and that which was decreed concerning Him; and also
the circumstances thou hast formerly witnessed in a like Book —
set down as a remembrance for those who shall come after, that
thereby they may be instructed. And that which is recorded
is the remembrance of the Dawning-places of Light in the hori-
zon of Manifestation, then the Dawning-places of Power in the
horizon of Concealment, then the Dawning-places of the Most
Exalted in the horizon of the Most Great — then whatsoever
appeareth by the leave of God, the All-Dominating, the Self-
Subsisting.

And write this as a tradition concerning the merit of him who
visiteth Him — a remembrance from Our presence; verily We
have been the Rememberers. Verily I am God; there is no
God but Me. Whoso entereth the ocean of My Names, so that
naught remaineth after God nor before God, shall abide forever
in the recompense of him who attaineth unto the remembrance
of Paradise and all that is therein; for this is a creation I have
brought forth by My command, and I have not dealt unjustly
therein. Glorified am I — glorified beyond the remembrance of
those who remember.

And whoso, from the ocean of creation, visiteth this Throne
with a pure and noble heart, it shall be as though he had visited
all the Thrones of My Manifestations from the First Who hath
no beginning — and it may be continued unto the Last Who
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hath no end. This is the grace of God and His mercy unto the
worlds; yet ye are they who know and are assured that God is
Living, All-Dominating, Self-Subsisting, and that the Throne
whereon God hath established Himself is living, enduring, and
beloved.

Yet ye were commanded this, that ye might magnify the Cause
of God and be of those who seek refuge in Him. O Name of
the All-Glorious! When the sun setteth, no knowledge encom-
passeth the place of its setting; nor doth it rise again save on
the Day of Him Whom God shall make manifest. Such is the
Lord of the worlds. Yet ye love and show kindness unto those
who are in the Bayan — haply ye shall not be veiled from that
Essence.

For the Throne of the One is a Throne living as thou wert
living, and was living; yet that which befitteth it none compre-
hendeth save God, the Lord of the worlds. There is a Throne
whereon verses are not recited, but patience is borne until the
Day of Resurrection — the Day God willeth to make it mani-
fest. Then shall He proclaim, from God: There is no God but
Me, the Mighty, the Beloved. And if He willeth, He maketh
Himself known by the Name of Him Whom God shall make
manifest; and if He willeth, He remaineth patient until cre-
ation is brought forth through Him; then He maketh Himself
known. He is not questioned as to what He doeth, yet all shall
be questioned.

The first Throne hath ever been living — none comprehendeth
it save the Lord of the worlds; and the latter Throne hath
ever been living — none comprehendeth it save the Lord of the
worlds. And that which ye were commanded concerning the
One, We bestowed upon Him Our signs and made Him the
Throne of Our inwardness for the worlds.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Differ not concerning the Cause
of God; stand ye firm upon one Path, and God shall aid you —
for the Truth is among you, yet ye perceive it not. We enjoined
you, and all who are in the Bayan, to know the worth of your
lives, and to safeguard, according to your ability, the religion
of God your Lord.

And concerning that which thou didst ask of God thy Lord:
after the number of the Most Holy came unto thee, He shall
bestow upon thee the number of Sovereignty; verily We have
been watchers over all. That which We bestowed upon thee
before is better for thee and for those in the Bayan than this —
therefore exalt thyself thereby, for thou art of the exalted.
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God loveth that all which was revealed in the Bayan should be
made manifest through thy hands, and preserved with thee for
the monotheists. And when God willeth the Day of Might for
the believers, thou shalt spread before the Name of the One
the remembrance of God for the worlds. This is what God
thy Lord hath loved — and shall love hereafter — for He is the
Best-Beloved of the beloved.

We have commanded all who are in the Bayan to convey unto
thee whatsoever they earn, in just measure sufficient for thy
sustenance; then did He command thee with a remembrance
from God — for He is the Most Mindful of those who remember.
Grieve not, for God shall assuredly aid that Cause through the
power of the powerful, and exalt that Bayan through the exal-
tation of the exalted. Verily for all things there is an appointed
term and a Book from God; verily We are patient concerning
all.

The land of Najaf, wherein ‘Ali — peace be upon Him — was
seen until the Day of His seventh Proof, was not encompassed
by the knowledge of the monotheists; then God raised it up by
His command — for He is powerful, omnipotent, mighty. It is
as though I behold the regions of Unity — how all descend upon
them seeking refuge therein, adorned with what God willeth
of their forms, means, and honors; all is from God, and verily
We give thanks unto Him.

We have commanded, in truth, that the First One be One for
thee; none profiteth thereby save whom God willeth among the
worlds. And that which thou gainest through the remembrance
of God is better than that which yieldeth fruit; and God is the
Most Generous of the generous.

So long as the sun shineth, all are illumined by its light; there-
after, those who recite the signs of God by their innate nature
— ye are illumined by its radiance. And if thereafter one like
unto it should arise, then by it ye shall be guided; and ye shall
remain illumined by the light of God until the One is fulfilled
— then the matter returneth unto God.

O people of the signs! Perceive ye: the Cause belongeth unto
God, and God willeth not that it be made manifest save on
the Day of Him Whom God shall make manifest. On that Day
ye shall hasten in God’s victory, offering all that hath been
created and shall be created — even the hair thereof. If ye but
knew what God hath decreed, creation would not suffice to
veil it from Him; if ye but beheld it with the Eye of God, that
would suffice you beyond all creation — if ye be content with
God and His signs.
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O Name of the All-Merciful! None among those of the Bayan
is looked upon save through the veil and shelter of God; verily
We are all Veilers. By thy lifel Were it not for Him Whom
God shall make manifest — and His guides therein — I would
judge them even as He shall judge them after His appearance.
Yet ye are the mystery of God — do not expose yourselves; and
the veil of God — do not grieve.

Therefore live your lives in spirit, ease, and contentment, abid-
ing in joy and splendor, that none among you may be grieved
by another beyond the measure of a sign. Consider those who
were people of the Gospel after Muhammad arose — and those,
men and women, who believed in Him — how they became like
gardens whose waters were taken away. Though thou seest
them living, they are dead in the sight of God; and though
thou beholdest their multitude, wealth, honor, and dominions,
they possess no reality in Truth — for all are ennobled only
through God.

God exalteth whom He willeth, abaseth whom He willeth, and
uplifteth whom He willeth. There is no God but Him, the
Chosen, the Loving. And ye who are in the Bayan know and
are assured of the like.

Know ye that within them is the Throne of God, then His
Names and His Attributes; and restrain one another from sor-
row for their sake — not for others. If ye but reach their limit,
ye shall know. O people of the Bayan! Verily We created you
and made you witnesses from Our presence. Ye hold fast to
that word and are exalted thereby; yet on the Day when the
Originator of the Word cometh unto you, it shall be as though
ye know Him not.

If ye be in doubt concerning this, then reflect upon the wit-
nesses who were in the days of Muhammad, then in the days
of the Point of the Bayan — then take heed, and show mercy
unto yourselves. For ye are the fire itself, yet they imagine you
to be light. And when God informeth you of that which He
hath announced through Him Whom God shall make manifest,
ye announce it not.

By My life!l There was not in the Bayan any soul, male or
female, but that he believed in Him Whom God shall make
manifest and in His words; all else are in the fire. O people
of the Bayan! Then in the Book of the Gardens is mentioned
what was decreed in the Bayan, that ye may be wary; and the
great events that occurred in the Days of God, that those who
incline thereafter may take heed.
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7 Whoso writeth verses in the presence of God is one from the

One, the First; ye shall surely be questioned concerning that
which was revealed in the Bayan as God’s intent. The out-
ward meaning of the word is grasped before us; but the inward
meaning — were the heavens and the earth and all between
them made ink, they would not suffice for it. Verily We have
encompassed all this in Our knowledge.

O creation of the Bayan! Hold fast unto the witnesses who call
you to that which was revealed in the Bayan of God’s religion
until the Day of Him Whom God shall make manifest. On that
Day they shall follow none but Him. And if ye bear witness
that your witnesses follow not the Truth, then stand against
them, lest He Whom God shall make manifest bear witness of
sorrow, and ye be among the joyful on the Day of God.

If ye seek victory through God, and through the Unique Name,
God shall grant you victory — if ye be capable, through that
which God hath decreed and ordained, of acting and ordering.
Commit therefore your affairs unto God your Lord, and be of
those who trust in God, your Merciful Lord.

Those upon the highest earth who are among the guides of
thy Lord, the companions of good pleasure — may God bless
their first and their last, their outward and their inward — as
recompense for their sincerity in the religion of God.

Glorified art Thou, O God! Verily Thou hast revealed the
Bayan by Thy word, for Thou art the Best of revealers. Pre-
serve, O God, what Thou hast revealed, from every living and
every dead thing, even as Thou willest — for Thou art the Best
of preservers — until the whole of the Bayan be presented unto
Him Whom Thou shalt make manifest, as a bounty from Thee;
verily Thou art the Best of the best.

2 Before that, gather it all together, that not a single letter fall

away, and that it may reach the remembrance of Thy Name
— the One, the Unique, the Singular — so that it may bear
witness to all that was revealed therein, and be according to
whatsoever Thou willest of the interpreters.

Verily we all began with God, and verily we all return unto
God. God sufficeth us — there is no God but Him, the All-
Dominating, the Self-Subsisting.
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The Sahifiy-i-Ha’iyyih, comprising five prayers
In the name of God, the Self-Subsisting, the Most Holy

Praise be to God Who created the heavens and the earth by
His command. Those who believe in God and His signs, these
are they who turn unto God. God beareth witness that there
is none other God but Him. Say: All return unto Him. His
is whatsoever is in the heavens and whatsoever is in the earth,
and all shall be gathered unto Him. He it is Who created
you from dust, from a sperm-drop; then when He decreeth a
matter, He bringeth you forth by His wisdom that ye may be
God-fearing. He it is Whom all things in the heavens and
earth glorify, and all are devoted unto Him. Fear ye God and
be assured of God, your Lord, Who created you and all things,
that ye may obtain mercy. That is God, your Lord; His is the
dominion and command, and all worship Him. He it is Who
giveth life and causeth death, and unto Him shall all return.
God beareth witness that there is none other God but Him.
His is the creation and the command, and all bow down before
Him. He is the One besides Whom there is none other God.
Say: All are devoted unto Him. God beareth witness that
there is none other God but Him, and verily He recompenseth
every soul for what it hath earned, and God is nigh unto the
doers of good.

Say: God, on that Day, will send His blessings upon the
Prophet and those who were witnesses after Him, then the
gates of guidance - these are the letters belonging to God, the
Lord of the worlds. Those who bear witness to the Truth
with justice, these shall be gathered beneath the shade of God.
Blessed are they, before and after, and in what they earn. For
all are degrees with thy Lord, and all shall be raised up unto
Him. God beareth witness that there is none other God but
Him. Say: All turn over unto God. Unto Him returneth the
creation of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is be-
tween them, and all shall be gathered unto Him. That is God,
your Lord; His is the creation and the command, and all act
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by His command. His is whatsoever is in the heavens and the
earth, and all are devoted unto Him. He is the One Who cre-
ateth what He willeth by His command “Be,” and it is. Say:
All have been struck down by God’s command, as though their
souls were slumbering. Say: God hath decreed His Cause, and
verily He hath manifested from His presence that which all
were promised. Say: Be not veiled by anything, for the Cause
shall descend and all shall stand firm by God’s command. His
is the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and all act by His
command. Say: God desireth naught for you save good, yet
they act not by God’s command. Say: God is too exalted to
be known through aught else or to be described by any other
than Him. Glorified be He above what they describe. Say: He
is the One Whom none can know save whom He willeth. There
is none other God but Him, and exalted is God, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting.

He is the One Who created you as a sign from His own Self,
that ye might know that there is none other God but He, and
that all are His servants and all bow down before Him. This
is God, your Lord, and He is the All-Conquering above His
creation, and all submit to Him. His is the kingdom of the
heavens and the earth, and all are sincere in their devotion to
Him. Say: God hath veritably manifested that which ye were
promised. Say: The people of the Book have openly denied the
signs of God, and they are in truth disbelievers in God, their
Lord. He is the One Whose mention hath appeared and the
Spirit hath arisen in truth; on that Day all shall return unto
God. He is the One Who is the true Companion - say: all are
promised through Him. He is the One Who standeth in truth
- say: all are assured through Him. God beareth witness that
there is no God but He, verily He is the Truth upon the Truth,
yet most people know not. Say: They supplicate night and
day for His appearance, yet when He appeareth and ariseth by
His Lord’s command, lo, they remain veiled. Their likeness is
as the likeness of those who awaited Muhammad, yet when He
came and appeared in truth, lo, they associated others with
God. By God your Lord, besides Whom there is none other
God, they are indeed the lost. Say: God hath described them
aforetime in the Book - they are deaf, dumb, and blind, and
they shall not return.

God beareth witness that there is no God but He, and naught
escapeth His knowledge in the heavens or in the earth or in
what lieth between them, and all is recorded in a clear tablet.
All in the heavens and the earth submit to Him, and all are
fearful of His majesty. Say: Fear God, O people, then enter
at the gate, prostrating yourselves before God, that ye may
obtain mercy. We shall then forgive your sins and cause you
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to enter into the light and mercy of God. This is the Gate
of Remission - say “remission”; will ye not understand? Say:
Those who enter at the gate prostrating before God, God will
transform their fire into light, and all shall enter into His mercy.
And those who enter not at the gate prostrating before God,
God will transform their light into fire, then shall they know
that they denied the signs of God and His Remembrance, and
these are the companions of the fire, wherein they shall abide
forever. Say: We have revealed five communions in the Scroll
of Ha, as a remembrance and glad tidings for you, that ye may
be God-fearing. Say: All this is by God’s command, and He
will fulfill His promise - exalted be God, the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting. Say: In the first, glorify God; in the second,
praise God; in the third, sanctify God; in the fourth, magnify
God; and in the fifth, extol the unity of God, that ye may
prosper.... O He! Glory be to God! The First Communion for
seeking divine aid and glorifying God, the Mighty, the Sublime.
In the name of God, besides Whom there is none other God,
and exalted is He above what they associate with Him.

O my God and my Lord! Thine is the Grandeur and the Di-
vinity, Thine the Loftiness and the Magnificence, Thine the
Might and the Sublimity, Thine the Majesty and the Domin-
ion, Thine the Power and the Kingdom, Thine the Sovereignty
and the Realm of Divinity, Thine the Glory and the Omnipo-
tence. I bear witness unto Thee, O my God, even as Thou hast
testified unto Thine own Self before all things and after them,
that Thou art the First before Whom there was naught, and
Thou art the Last after Whom there shall be naught.

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thee. Thine
are the signs in the leaves, Thine the raptures in the counte-
nances, Thine the essences in the camphor-like manifestations,
Thine the pristine qualities in all things essential. Unto Thee
belongeth praise eternal, sempiternal, primordial, through the
perpetuity of Thine Essence. Unto Thee belongeth praise ever-
lasting, permanent, abiding, through the manifestation of Thy
Revealer-ship. Thine is the light, radiant with the light of
Thy countenance, and Thine the effulgence, resplendent with
the glory of Thy face. Thine is gratitude, sublime through
the tongue of Thine essence, and Thine the might, beauteous
through the heaven of Thy divinity, and Thine the praise, ex-
alted through the glorification of Thy loftiness, for Thou art
the All-Praised and none beside Thee, Thou art the All-Lauded
and none other than Thee, Thou art the Intended One and
none equal to Thee, Thou art the Beloved and none compara-
ble unto Thee. Glorified art Thou! There is none other God
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but Thee. Glorified art Thou! I am of those who prostrate
themselves before Thee.

O my God! I call upon Thee by that which Thou hast inspired
me from the hidden mysteries of Thy secret, and I beseech
Thee by that which Thou hast taught me from the treasured
stores of Thy knowledge, and I cry unto Thee by that which
Thou hast caused me to hear of the verses of Thy glory, and 1
commune with Thee by that which Thou hast entrusted unto
me, from Thyself unto Thyself. Here am I, swearing by that
which Thou hast taught me, and here am I, beseeching Thee
by that wherewith Thou hast honored me, that Thou mayest
bless us on this day and aid the hosts of Thy bounteousness,
the armies of Thy sovereignty, the angels of Thy assistance, and
the legions of Thy omnipotence in every circumstance through
the encompassment of Thy power. For Thou art praised in
Thy doings, thanked in Thy judgment, and obeyed in Thy
command. Were it not for Thy grace, I would be as nothing
and would not be mentioned, and were it not for Thy bounty,
I would be but an atom and would not exist.

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thee.
Through Thee have I known Thee above all else, through Thee
have I declared Thy transcendence above all others, through
Thee have I sanctified Thee above all else, and through Thee
have I glorified Thee, O my God, through Thee have I praised
Thee, O my Hope, through Thee have I magnified Thee, O
my Master, and through Thee have I exalted Thee, O my
Ultimate Goal! Glorified art Thou, Who art exalted above all
words! Glorified art Thou, Who art sanctified above all that
the people of divinity in the realm describe Thee! Glorified
art Thou, Who art hallowed above all that the people of the
divine realm mention of Thee in the throne of grandeur! If
Thou dost not help us, who else can help us besides Thee? If
Thou dost not answer us, who else can answer us save Thee?
To whom shall we call besides Thee? In whom shall we hope
other than Thee? For there is no God but Thee, and verily
Thou art the Lord of all worlds, and all praise belongeth unto
Thee, Thou alone, there is no God but Thee, the Most High,
the All-Wise.... Praise be to God.

The Second Prayer for Seeking Divine Chastisement upon the
Enemies and Relief for the Chosen Ones, and for turning to-
wards God, the Mighty and Glorious

In the Name of God, the Unique, the Beautiful

All praise be to God Who hath created the heavens and the
earth by His command, and unto Him shall all return. God
beareth witness that there is none other God but Him, and

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

Sl e bl B g el 31 AL

Sy o e B K Syl s S
Sz bl e el 8 e Kbl Sl
b Bl 13 b s, St e 08 L 13
5 5 el S s U Sl ol Sl
&)u&w)&.bm»,v@u,
&)M&BLQ@&&&)\.@JP}
d\)}g..wj L;\J}év'g-]s\
wuu&mw,&,\dbm,
b, \,;Lw&yw,b)ﬂ.u{u
\)f}ﬁw{

e Koo Kt VY O b
&)J\}:wl:"&:hz;g%)gﬁiza
AL K Ky S Lo S
L.&E-’sie; gl L Sour K
Silord slize b S8 K5 Ve
Jloll ) Sl SUSN e Slacl) ]
Sl Jol S G Sia U8 e
G ST e il il Sl
bpas | 06 O NRCHCR -3
bt o d L0, e b b
&y?}uw;fj«cf.\a&u&\y
)u«lw\u)u\&\)u\waj\yg\
AN Y Sloy il gy I bl O

& e SEI W

J»)f‘*”cyjéww Cﬁ”

SN ‘*‘I"r“%

o b 02N 5 Olyecdl Gl 8 0l b
Ko VAIY &l @l azous ol K

24

10

11



16

Vol. 26: The Bab: Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq, 1849-1850)

BB00055

unto Him shall all be gathered. O my Beloved! When this was
my station upon the mountain, and when this was my position
in the darkest cloud, and when this was a night from among
the nights of the first days of winter, and when this was my
seat before the throne of Thy supremacy in the sphere of the
darkest, most impenetrable, and longest night - I bear witness,
and those who bear witness from Thy presence, that Thou art
God, there is none other God but Thee. None can know Thee
in the realm of the cloud of mystery, nothing can remember
Thee in the particles of eternity, no essence can describe Thee
in those darkest nights, and no soul can praise Thee in this
impenetrable gloom, for there is none other God but Thee.
Thine, O my God, are the peaks of supremacy, and Thine,
O my Desire, are the depths of omnipotence. There is none
other God but Thee. Glory be unto Thee! I am of those who
remember Thee.

Therefore, O God, seize Thine enemies with the assaults of
Thy wrath, and aid Thy chosen ones with the breezes of Thy
glory. There is no God but Thee, and no Mighty One besides
Thee. Glory be unto Thee, and praise be unto Thee! How,
O my God, can I praise Thee when description is barred from
Thy countenance? And how, O my God, can I describe Thee
when characterization is cut off from Thy visage? The ultimate
description of those who profess Thy unity returneth to the
ocean of utterance, the ultimate unity of the sincere descendeth
into the arena, the ultimate praise of those who remember
entereth into the cloud of certitude, and the ultimate journey
of the wayfarers is adorned in the land of faith.

5 For Thou art indeed sanctified, Thou art indeed holy, Thou

art indeed glorified! Glory be unto Thee! There is none other
God but Thee. Verily, we are among those struck senseless
before Thee. O my God! Thou beholdest us in the cloud of
Thy divinity, therefore aid us through Thy mercy, admit us
into the sea of Thy might, shelter us with the shelter of Thy
generosity, forgive us through Thy kindness, and regard us with
Thy glance.

Glory be unto Thee! There is none other God but Thee. If
Thou aidest us not, who will aid us in Thy dominion? And if
Thou succourest us not, who will succour us in Thy earth? For
Thou art the Supreme One in Thy station, the All-Giving in
Thy might, the All-Powerful in Thy judgment, the Succourer
in Thy Cause. Glory be unto Thee! There is none other God
but Thee. Verily, I am among those who prostrate themselves,
and all praise belongeth unto Thee alone, the Lord of all the
worlds. O He, and there is none other God but God....
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The Third Prayer for Seeking Victory, Sanctification and Glo-
rification of God, the Mighty and Glorious

In the Name of God, the Most Mighty, the Most Powerful

Who hath been as He was before. There is none other God
but Him. O servants, know ye this! Blessed is He Who is our
Lord, there is none other God but Him, and unto Him do all
return. He is the One Who createth whatsoever He willeth by
His command, more swiftly than saying unto it “Be!” and it
is. Glory be unto Thee, O God, my God! Dost Thou witness
any besides me? And Thou knowest my station. Therefore, I
shall sanctify Thee from all my descriptions of Thee, I shall
glorify Thee beyond all my remembrance of Thee, I shall unite
Thee through my unity from all else besides Thee, and I shall
remember Thee with my remembrance from all else save Thee.
For Thou art sanctified above all signs, and Thou art holy
beyond all words. Nothing in the dominion can know Thee,
and no soul on earth can describe Thee.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! From Thee alone cometh knowl-
edge to all people. Not a soul can truly know Thee (Thy knowl-
edge). If there be found in Thy presence even a speck or a whit,
or if there be counted in Thy Book the least of Thy words, the
meekest of Thy verses, the most hidden of Thy attractions,
or the lowliest of Thy inscriptions - verily there is no God
but Thee. For Thou art He Who hath forbidden description
from Thy court, severed portrayal from Thy presence, barred
mention from Thy countenance, and prohibited mankind from
knowing Thy Essence, for this is forever impossible for any
servant in Thy kingdom. O my Beloved, my Desire, my Par-
adise, my Lord and my Hope! Thou verily knowest what hath
descended upon Thy chosen ones, and Thou seest what hath
befallen Thy loved ones. I beseech of Thee to grant them vic-
tory, for they are Thy servants and are in the grip of Thy power.
Thou witnesseth, O my Lord, that they hasten unto Thee, are
detached in the heaven of Thy oneness, enter through Thy gate
of forgiveness, appear before Thy countenance, close their eyes
to all else but Thy face, and believe in Thy signs. Verily all
creation is from Thee and unto Thee shall all return.

O my God! Thou knowest that they journey unto Thee, are
heedless of all else for Thy sake, strive in Thy path, and arrive
at the land of Thy unity. Glorified art Thou! There is no God
but Thee. All are from Thee, belong to Thee, and present
themselves before Thee. Blessed art Thou! There is no God
but Thee. Exalted art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Sanc-
tified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Glorified art Thou,
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O my God, and praised art Thou! I declare, by what Thou
dost inspire me, that Thou canst not be described save by the
beauty of Thy Self-Subsistence, nor known except through the
countenance of Thy Holiness, nor mentioned but through the
garments of Thy Glory, nor comprehended save through the
majesty of Thy Generosity, nor indicated except through the
manifestation of Thy Divinity, nor aided except through the
hosts of Thy Victory. Glorified, glorified art Thou! I beseech
of Thee victory for the chosen ones, bounty for the loved ones,
goodness for the faithful ones, and relief, O Lord of the people
of eternity! There is no God but Thee. Thou strengthenest
whom Thou willest through whom Thou willest, and aidest
whom Thou willest through whomsoever Thou willest. In Thy
hand are the destinies of all things. Thou ordainest what Thou
willest and doest what Thou desirest. The verses are what
Thou hast revealed, the words are what Thou hast inscribed,
the religion is what Thou hast made clear, and the manifesta-
tions are what Thou hast made manifest. There is no God but
Thee. Thou decreest and none can decree against Thee, Thou
doest and none can do against Thee, Thou ordainest and none
can ordain against Thee. For Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, and Thou art the Most High, the Great.

O my God! I call upon Thee, though I know that nothing
in the heavens or on earth is hidden from Thee.
I invoke Thee, when I testify that nothing in the heavenly
heights or upon the throne escapes Thee? How can I not call
upon Thee and not invoke Thee when Thou hast ordained that
the servants must call upon Thee? Glorified art Thou! There
is no God but Thee! Glorified art Thou! I am of those who
humble themselves before Thee.

How can

O my God, my Beloved, my Lord, my Support, my Trust, and
my Hope! How can I remain tranquil before Thee and not aid
Thee, when Thou hast decreed that the servants must aid Thee
on earth and be among those who appear before Thee? But O
my God, I have no beloved besides Thee, and no goal except
Thee. Whom can I call upon other than the Beauty of Thy
Sanctity? In whom can I hope besides the Manifestation of
Thy Self-Subsistence? For Thou seest me in the hands of the
tyrannous among Thy servants - they do unto us what they
do, they mock us as they mock, they deny our rights as they
deny, and they reject us as they reject, until they have done in
Thy kingdom what they have done, and hurt Thy loved ones
as they have hurt, and denied Thy right as they have denied.
There is no God but Thee, for Thou art the Lord of all worlds.
Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee, for Thou art
the Lord of all worlds. Glorified art Thou! There is no God
but Thee. T am of those who remember Thee. All praise is
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unto Thee alone, O Lord of the worlds.... O He! God is Most

Great!

The Fourth Prayer for Testimony, Seeking Victory, and for
Trust, Supplication and Protection

5 In the Name of God, the Most Glorious, the Most Glorious

i Who hath been as He was before. There is no God but Him. O
servants, prostrate yourselves! Blessed is He Who is our Lord,
the Lord of all things. There is no God but Him. In His grasp
is the kingdom of all things. He createth what He willeth by
His command “Be” and it is. His are the bounty and grace.
He singles out whom He willeth with His mercy. Verily, there
is no God but Him. In His grasp is the kingdom of all things.
He createth what He willeth by His mercy. Verily, there is no
God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

O my God! Thine is the might and the glory, and Thine the
grandeur and the majesty, and Thine the power and the eter-
nity, and Thine the dominion and the praise, and Thine the
strength and bounty, and Thine the sovereignty and justice,
and Thine the favor and bestowal, and Thine the presence and
perfection, and Thine the countenance and beauty, and Thine
the visage and majesty, and Thine the sovereignty and exalta-
tion. There is no God but Thee! Glorified art Thou! Verily, I
am of those who are humble before Thee.

28 O Thou Who art manifest in the horizon of the Mount! O

Thou Who art the light within the pillar of darkness! O Thou
Who art concealed in the throne of manifestation! O Thou
Who commandest in the essence of light! O Thou Who art
Thou, for there is no God but Thee!

29 Glory be unto Thee, O my God, and praise be unto Thee!

Through Thee have I known Thee in the heaven of Thy Hahut,
and through Thee have I sanctified Thee in the heaven of Thy
Lahut, and through Thee have I hallowed Thee on the Sinai
of Thy manifestation, and through Thee have I praised Thee
on the throne of Thy primacy, and through Thee have I pros-
trated myself before the countenance of Thy self-subsistence,
and through Thee have I served Thee through the beauty of
Thy holiness, and through Thee have I aided Thee through the
victory of Thy bountifulness, and through Thee have I thanked
Thee through the generosity of Thy munificence, and through
Thee have I adorned the verses of Thy oneness, and through
Thee have I conquered those who are in the heavens and earth
through the might of Thy dominion, and through Thee have I
subdued those who are in the clouds and the throne through
the richness of Thy victory, and through Thee have I hoped
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through Thy grace, and through Thee have I called through
Thy mercy, and through Thee have I cried out through Thy
might, and through Thee have I taken refuge in Thy loftiness,
and through Thee have I communed through Thy kindness,
that Thou mayest bless our verses in every condition in this
year through the descent of Thy angels and the conquest of
Thy lands by the hands of Thy loved ones and the spreading
of Thy laws throughout all Thy kingdom, so that thereby Thy
signs may be made manifest, and the nobility of the nobles of
Thy countenance may be established, and the beauty of Thy
self-subsistence may radiate, and the face of Thy confirmation
may be reddened with blood, and feet may shine for the rising
of Thy grandeur. For verily Thou art the All-Bountiful, verily
Thou art the Ever-Helping, verily Thou art the All-Compelling,
verily Thou art the Almighty, verily Thou art the Omnipo-
tent, verily Thou art the All-Seeing, verily Thou art the All-
Powerful, verily Thou art the All-Knowing, verily Thou art
the Ordainer, verily Thou art the All-Subduing. There is no
God but Thee! Glory be unto Thee! Verily, I am of those who
remember.

O my Lord and my Beloved! Verily Thou art my Love, verily
Thou art my Lord, verily Thou art my Master, verily Thou
art my Hope. I have turned with all my being unto Thee, I
have been attracted in my rapture unto Thy presence, and I
have turned my face unto Thee, for verily Thou art He besides
Whom there is no God, and verily all shall return unto Thee,
and verily all beseech Thy grace. Verily we all belong to Thee
and we all eagerly desire Thee. Forgive, O God, us and our
fathers. Verily Thou art the Forgiving, the Grateful. I bear
witness at this moment, O my God, unto Thee and unto the
Letters of Thy Oneness, that they are Thy servants who stand
in ranks, whom none precede in speech and all act according
to their judgment. I bear witness, O my God, that they are
the pillars of Thy religion and the learned ones among the
people of Thy certitude and the letters of Thy might. There is
no difference between Thee and them to the least degree that
Thy Book can reckon, except that they are Thy servants and
in Thy grasp. There is no God but Thee, and verily Thou art
the All-Knowing, the All-Informed.

I bear witness, O my God, that they are the manifestations
of Thy Self-Subsistence, the repositories of Thy Holiness, the
expressions of Thy Glory, and the signs of Thy Might. They
have no hope save Thee, and no supplication save unto Thee.
Therefore, O Lord, I beseech Thee to send down Thy mercy
upon them through all Thy wondrous revelations, Thy sublime
breathings, and Thy mighty signs. Verily Thou art God, there
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is no God but Thee. Glory be unto Thee! I am indeed of those
who remember Thee.

I beseech Thee, O Lord my God, to bless the Bayan and its
people with the glory, unity, majesty and grandeur that per-
taineth unto them, and to chastise those who have waxed proud
against it with justice, might, power and awe. There is no God
but Thee. Thou doest what Thou willest in Thy dominion as
Thou pleasest. None can resist Thy command in Thy realm,
nor can any reverse Thy decree in Thy sovereignty, for Thou
art praised in Thy creation and thanked in Thy bestowal of
victory. Thou aidest whom Thou willest through Thy hosts,
and strengthenest whom Thou willest through Thy command,
for there is no God but Thee. In Thee have I placed my trust
through my attraction, unto Thee have I turned in my love,
and by Thee do I seek protection in my innermost heart, for
there is no God but Thee. Glory be unto Thee! I am indeed
of those who remember Thee. All praise belongeth unto Thee
alone, Lord of all the worlds.

O He! And all praise be to God, Lord of the worlds. The
Fifth Prayer for seeking victory and describing God, blessed
and exalted be He.

In the name of God, the Most Ancient of the Most Ancient,
Who hath ever been as He now is. There is no God but Him.
O ye dwellers in the heavens, hearken unto Me! Glorified be He
in Whose hand is the dominion of the heavens and earth, Who
bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth among His servants.
There is no God but Him, and exalted is He above all that
they associate with Him.

O Lord! Thou art the Beautiful where there is no peer in
beauty, Thou art the Glorious where there is no equal in glory,
Thou art the Noble where there is none beside Thee in nobility,
Thou art the Powerful where there is none like unto Thee in
power, Thou art the All-Encompassing where there is none
comparable to Thee in encompassment, Thou art the Sovereign
where there is no other true sovereign but Thee, Thou art the
Mighty where there is none besides Thee in might, Thou art
the Great for Thou art God, the Originator and Source of
greatness, Thou art the Supreme Sovereign, the Possessor and
Bestower of sovereignty, Thou art the All-Glorious, Creator
and Originator of creation, Thou art the Most Holy, Maker
and Creator of the angels, Thou art the Eternal, Source and
Originator of all things, and Thou art God, Creator of the
heavens and earth, Fashioner of all creation, there is no God
but Thee, powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, Lord of grace
and might, of sovereignty and power.
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Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. How can I call
upon Thee, O my God, when my very existence is a sin in Thy
kingdom? And how can I commune with Thee, O my Beloved,
when I have been disobedient before Thy countenance? Glori-
fied art Thou and praise be unto Thee! Thou knowest what
lieth within my essence while I know not what is within Thine
essence. Thou witnesseth what is in my human nature while
I witness not what is in Thy nature. At this moment, I tes-
tify, and all things and those who bear witness before Thee
testify, that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Thou
hast ever been before aught was created, and Thou shalt ever
be after all things cease to be. Glorified art Thou and praise
be unto Thee! Thou art known through the manifestations
of Thy sovereignty, described through the attributes of Thy
sanctity, characterized by the signs of Thy uniqueness, and re-
membered through the ultimate expressions of Thy glory. O
my God, send Thy blessings upon Him Who is the Guide unto
Thee and the Path that leadeth to Thee. Verily, Thou art the
Lord of creation and its Maker, the Source of all things and
their Creator. There is no God but Thee.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord, and praise be unto Thee! How,
O my God, can I thank Thee for the tribulations I have wit-
nessed? And how, O my Beloved, can I recount before Thee the
complaints I have heard? Glorified art Thou, O Lord! Thou
knowest what is within my soul and hast no need of my suppli-
cation. Thou seest what is in my heart when I have no hope
save in Thee. Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee.
How can I not thank Thee when the earth, despite its vastness,
hath become constricted for all? And how can I not mention
what I have heard when Thou hast witnessed what is in my
essence? Nothing in the heavens or earth escapeth Thee, and
Thou art the Source of mercy and its Creator.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. O Thou besides
Whom there is no God! I beseech Thee, O Thou besides Whom
there is no God, by “There is no God but Thee,” by the eternity
of “There is no God but Thee,” by the splendor of “There is no
God but Thee,” by the glory of “There is no God but Thee,”
to aid us with Thy victory and triumph, with Thy conquest
and dominion. Nothing can frustrate Thee and nothing can
elude Thee. There is no God but Thee, and verily Thou art
the best of helpers. Those who disbelieve shall know that their
abode is the fire, and they shall have no helper from God.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

L Sesl S ol VAl Y ) Kol
CaS 5 S b s oy O ny B
b o Loane =57 1 ey (slin b Kl
Gl o o) SRy Sl Sl
s KA Gl L Gl
L) b bl &y ailed 3 b4 )
5tk de SusV , Kol &
DY et S e slal1 e Kl e
PREIRAI =R BERCRC g K]
Sl 5 2867 425 Oy 0S5 15 Y
Sensd Slypgly Byl il SUR
by Sapp b Slipgt Gaodll i
DS o)y Koo g Sl gl
HU e HL Je Som e ol
5 ) Oy il SOl ) 5 S

VA Y e 5 K1 Lo Lol

Kl AL S SR ol Sl 7

sba b a5 G o o b S
ol Slom (5 S o e Lo S 531
a\,;&w\c\gw«,@guy
by p S bl e Gl
doy S KEIY S 2 V)Y il
S 5 Ly ) e 3l 5 2,1 O
255 G b as Ky Car Lo S31Y
,o\};l\gfcz;uy&ﬂygu\j

Wy 5 3l tatie ST 2,V

SOU I VYL et VY Sl
AY T e VYL e Vdl YL
NE ALY St VAl Y Ty il VI
Sty 5 Syl 5 S pax bz 0L !
Vo ts oo S ¥ Sl Sl
) S 2 VALY £ e s
S sl O 187 Gl Ve 5 0

Mgﬁﬁ“‘cs-\sy(r“ﬂsgﬂ;‘;

PR03.190v11-193v08

31

36

38


https://catalog.princeton.edu/catalog/99131595489406421

Vol. 26: The Bab: Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq, 1849-1850) BB00038
i Al et 1y 4 ; 2’y ar L
BB00038 I 5
b oA A S P P TP IR
Sahifiy-i- Vaviyyih & Qs Laade )A)- _-k_.J A B WIISLN. L i

=L‘J‘
LN 2 J)’U‘

-J.}g_r‘F ¥y !J\ B
) ..P“\.'t.-J u\.  Jumd _-LL "‘ )" e '5L0\-P{.'l.ﬂ‘.|"4.ll,.-l-l-

. ‘trJ}_,v"J‘/-‘J- » !

.Jr ,b :,,_)_,’-}’wv- b‘ .A':.LJ_,'J_',«,.{\L

_.lJ'MJbJ-.I.-I,L | AT _,\\.-,\.-zar‘c.;._é‘l
‘_}S_A;,_wa-b. xyre s ’.r“ Vanbloe

This is the treatise of the Letter Vav, comprising six supplica-
tions

In the name of God, the Lord, the All-Powerful, the Chosen
One

Praise be to God Who separateth between people with truth in
that wherein they differ. He it is Who hath sent down verses in
the Book with truth for those who prostrate themselves, who
believe in His signs, who act according to the command of the
All-Merciful, and who aid God on earth and present themselves
before Him. He it is Who knoweth all that people do. Blessed
be God, our Lord! There is no God but Him. He hath sent
down verses in truth, and all are suppliants of His bounty. He
it is Whose mercy encompasseth all who are in the heavens
and the earth. Verily, there is no God but Him, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. He it is Whom nothing can frustrate, and
all are submissive unto Him. Verily, He recompenseth every
soul for what it hath earned, and God is not heedless of what
all do. Say: Fear God, O people! Then read the verses of the
Book with justice and associate not anything with God, that
ye may prosper.

1. O One [farad]! The first supplication in praise [tahmid] of
God, exalted and glorified be He

5 In the name of God, the Most High, the All-Praised

i Praise be to God Who hath sent down verses through His

grace as He willeth. Verily, He is powerful and mighty. O
my God and my Desire! Praise be to Thee - praise whereby
Thy light shineth forth in the heaven of mystery; praise be to
Thee - praise whereby Thy radiance gleameth in the land of
glorification; praise be to Thee - praise whereby light warbleth
on Sinai in the sacred Tree; praise be to Thee - praise whereby
the Dove singeth upon the branches of the Cause in the heaven
of eternity; praise be to Thee - praise that filleth all the heavens
with the wonders of Thy mercy, and the earth and all that is
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thereon with the beauty of Thy compassion, and all who are
in the kingdom of Command and Creation with the majesty of
Thy glory.

Glorified art Thou, O God! There is no God but Thee. I bear
witness unto Thee, O my God, in this my station before the
throne of Thy mercy, and in my position before the beauty
of Thy countenance, that Thou art God, there is no God but
Thee. Thou hast ever been without mention of aught else,
and wilt ever be, for Thou art the One Who remaineth after
the passing of all things. Creation cannot describe Thee, nor
invention qualify Thee, for Thou art He Who can never be
known through aught but Thyself from all eternity, nor be
described save through Thyself in this most august and surging
sea, nor be mentioned except through the manifestation of Thy
Countenance in this profound darkness, nor be qualified save
through the face of Thine eternity in that most extended and
obscure gloom.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! Thou art He Who hath enriched
praise with verses of glorification, Who hath manifested it in
the land of mystery, Who hath caused it to warble with verses
of attraction before Thee in the heaven of Sinai, Who hath
raised it from slumber on the Day of Grandeur before the
throne of immortality. Verily, Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee. I have ever been among those who remember Thee.
Praise be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee, the Most
High, the Most Great.

O my God! Were it not for Thy mercy, I would be as nothing,
existent before Thy presence; were it not for Thy grace, I would
not be even an atom, known before Thee. My gaze is fixed
upon the manifestation of Thy countenance, my aspiration is
toward the beauty of Thy eternity, my remembrance is of Thy
manifest Being, and my song is of Thy holy Presence. How
sweet is Thy remembrance, O Beloved! How sweet is Thy
praise, O Desired One! How exalted is Thy right, O Dreaded
One! How glorious is Thy victory, O Sought After One! There
is no God but Thee.

Glorified art Thou! I am verily of them that are lowly be-
fore Thee. O my Beloved and my Heart’s Desire! Since this
day is among the days of Thy sovereign might, I bear witness
unto Thee as Thou hast testified concerning Thyself before
all things, that Thou art God, the Single, the Self-Subsisting,
the Alone, the Ancient of Days. There is no God but Thee.
Thou hast ever been what Thou art; nothing changeth Thee,
and naught altereth Thee. The mystics have failed to know
even the most insignificant sign from among the signs of Thy
sovereign manifestations, the wayfarers have strayed far from
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perceiving a single dewdrop from the holy emanations of Thy
countenance, and they who remember Thee have lost all hope
of discerning any token of the intimacy of Thy presence.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. I have no
beloved save Thee, and no goal except Thee. Glorified art
Thou! How could aught exist besides Thee, that my love should
be for other than Thy beauty, or that there should be any
witness save Thee that I should prefer the vision of any face
but Thine? Blinded be the eye that seeth not the garments
of Thy beauty, silenced be the tongue that readeth not the
verses of Thy grandeur, deafened be the ears that hear not the
melodies of Thy glory, and broken be the feet that hasten not
towards Thee with Thy help.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord! Through Thy grace I bear witness,
before the beauty of Thy sovereignty, to Thy oneness, and I
acknowledge the signs of Thy might, and I am certain of the
letters of Thy divine essence, that Thou art God. Thou hast
ever been; I have seen naught except the pure radiance of Thy
singular countenance, and I have heard naught save the pure
attractive voice of Thy glory. There is no God but Thee.

O my God! Do I behold Thee upon the throne of Thy mercy, or
do I see Thee in the heaven of Thy might? Glorified art Thou,
O Lord my God! We praise Thee, for Thou art sanctified
above all words, and verily Thou art exalted above all that
the people of the divine realm mention concerning Thee in
the kingdom, and Thou art hallowed above all wherewith the
enraptured ones glorify Thee in the earth of grandeur, and
Thou art elevated above all wherewith the people of the realm
of divinity describe Thee before Thy presence, and Thou art
magnified above all wherewith they who dwell in realms of
glory sanctify Thee in the earth.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. How can I
describe Thee, O my God, through my mention of Thee by that
which overfloweth from me? For this befitteth not Thy station,
nor is it worthy of Thy holy exaltation, nor deserveth it Thy
glorious majesty, nor can it ascend to the seat of Thy nearness,
nor rise to the heaven of Thy praise. For Thou, O my God,
cannot be described save by Thyself, nor characterized except
by Thee, nor known except through Thee, nor mentioned save
by that wherewith Thou hast described Thyself. We are but
Thy weak servants, powerless to do aught in Thy dominion.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Thou art the
Mighty, the All-Wise. Thine alone is the Kingdom; there is no
God but Thee, the Lord of all worlds.
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2. O Thou Ever-Living One [hayy]! The Second Prayer in
Testimony [shahadah] to God, mighty and glorious be He, then
for trust in God and His bounties

In the name of God, the Most Manifest, the Most Manifest

Glorified be He Who hath created the heavens and the earth
by His command. Verily, they who believe in God and His
signs, these shall be gathered unto God. My Lord! I testify
unto Thee, even as Thou dost testify unto Thyself before all
things, that Thy Essence is the pure Camphor which none hath
known from the beginning of eternity, nor can aught describe
it from this Station of the Mountain. I bear witness unto Thy
Identity, which is pure Essence, for no thing in the realm of
origins can make mention of it, nor can any soul in this most
ancient and enduring firmament characterize it. Then I bear
witness, O my God, that Thou art our Lord, there is no God
but Him, and He hath ever been as He was, without mention
of aught, and will ever be without description of aught, for the
description of contingent things before Him is pure falsehood,
and the characterization of existent things in His presence is
sheer calumny, and the mention of beings unto Him is absolute
polytheism. Glorified, glorified be He! There is no God but
Him. He is, verily, the Most Exalted, the All-Praised.

O my God! How can I describe Thee, after knowing that de-
scription is forbidden before Thy presence? How can I make
mention of Thee, after being assured that mention is cut off
from Thy court? How can I characterize Thee, after the way of
attributes is barred from Thy countenance? How can I praise
Thee, after praise is negated from Thy direction? How can I
call upon Thee with hope after Thou hast removed me from
Thy nearness? Yet how can I not call upon Thee when Thou
hast declared in Thy Book “Call upon Me and I will answer
you”? So here am I, as Thou hast called me, I call upon Thee;
here am I, as Thou hast made me hear, I cry unto Thee; here
am I, as Thou hast taught me, I commune with Thee - for
Thou, Thou art my Beloved; for Thou, Thou art my Support
and my Hope; and Thou, Thou art my Refuge and my Shelter.
There is no God but Thee, and Thou art the Shelter of the
fearful.

I bear witness before Thee, O God, even as Thou hast testified
concerning Thyself, that Thy Will standeth above all things,
that Thy Purpose is supreme over all things, that Thy Decree
penetrateth all things, and that Thy Power extendeth over the
creation of all things, such that nothing in the heavens or on
the earth or between them can escape the grasp of Thy power,
and nothing in the kingdom of command or creation or below
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them can elude Thee. Thou judgest with truth, and nothing
can frustrate Thee. There is no God but Thee, and Thou art
at every moment engaged in a fresh manifestation.

Verily, there is no God but Thee! O Thou besides Whom
there is no God! Upon Thee do I rely through Thy Hahut,
in Thee do I seek refuge through Thy Lahut, upon Thee do I
depend through Thy Mahut, and unto Thee do I cling through
Thy Yaqut. Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee!
Thou art He Who manifested the Letter Tha’ [thamarih] in the
first cycle, and Thou art He Who enriched it with the verses of
praise in this new dispensation, and Thou art He Who named it
in this surging, glorious sea, and Thou art He Who designated
it as the First Youth.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee! I beseech Thee
by Thy light that Thou show mercy unto me through Thy
grace and assist me with Thy hosts, that thereby Thy Cause
may be exalted, Thy beauty may shine forth, and the light
of Thy praise may radiate. Verily, like unto the letter Tha
is Thy servant, in the grasp of Thy power. Draw him unto
the sacred court of Thy presence and give him to drink from
the cup of detachment by the hands of Thy presence. Verily,
Thou art the Best of the merciful, and Thou art the Best of
the gracious, and nothing can frustrate Thee, and Thou art
the All-Glorious, the Magnificent, and Thou art nearer to all
things than all things, for there is no God but Thee.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, O my Beloved! I have ever
been among those who bow down before Thee. Thou knowest,
O my God, what afflictions have descended upon me, and Thou
dost witness what hardships have come to pass, and Thou
beholdest what adversities have befallen me. I testify that
Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Unto Thee belong
glory and radiance, unto Thee belong the clouds and sublimity,
unto Thee belong manifestation in the letter Ha, and unto
Thee belong concealment in the throne of eternity, for there is
no God but Thee. Glory be unto Thee, O my God, and praise
be unto Thee!

How then, O my God, can I remain upon this mountain after all
that hath befallen me and descended upon me? And whenever
tribulations increased, my heart was drawn unto Thee with
longing, and whenever afflictions descended, my very essence
was effaced in Thee with complete effacement, and whenever
hardships appeared, my soul was raised unto Thee in perfect
detachment. What is more exalted than Thee through Thee!
What is more radiant than Thee through Thee! What is more
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sublime than Thee through Thee! What is more glorious than
Thee through Thee! What is sweeter than Thee through Thee!
What is more hidden than Thee through Thee! For verily Thou
art God, there is no God but Thee. Glory be unto Thee, I am
of those who remember Thee, and all praise belongeth unto
Thee alone, Lord of all worlds.

3. O Self-Subsisting One [qayyum]! The Third Prayer of Sup-
plication and Consolation [al-su’al wa’l-ta’ziyyih] to God, ex-
alted be His glory

26 In the Name of God, the Single, the All-Encompassing

O God, I beseech Thee by Thy Unity at its most singular -
and all Thy Unity is unique - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I
beseech Thee by all Thy Lordship. Glory be unto Thee, O God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Perpetuity at its most enduring - and
all Thy Perpetuity is everlasting - Glory be unto Thee, O God!
I beseech Thee by all Thy Perpetuity. Glory be unto Thee, O
God! T beseech Thee by Thy Praiseworthy Nature at its most
laudable - and all Thy Praiseworthy Nature is praiseworthy
- Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by all Thy
Praiseworthy Nature. Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech
Thee by Thy Ruby-like Essence at its most perfect - and all
Thy Ruby-like Essence is perfect - Glory be unto Thee, O God!
I beseech Thee by all Thy Ruby-like Essence. Glory be unto
Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sanctity at its most
holy - and all Thy Sanctity is sanctified - Glory be unto Thee,
O God! T beseech Thee by all Thy Sanctity. Glory be unto
Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Right Hand at its most
conquering - and all Thy Right Hand is conquering - Glory
be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by all Thy Right Hand.
Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Descriptive
Power at its most descriptive - and all Thy Descriptive Power
is describing - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee
by all Thy Descriptive Power. Glory be unto Thee, O God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Glory at its most glorious - and all
Thy Glory is glorious - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech
Thee by all Thy Glory. Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech
Thee by Thy Truth at its most ancient - and all Thy Truth
is ancient - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by
all Thy Truth. Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee
by Thy Camphor-like Nature at its most pure - and all Thy
Camphor-like Nature is pure - Glory be unto Thee, O God!
I beseech Thee by all Thy Camphor-like Nature. Glory be
unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Sovereignty at its
most dominant - and all Thy Sovereignty is dominant - Glory
be unto Thee, O God! T beseech Thee by all Thy Greatness.
Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Justice
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at its most just - and all Thy Justice is just - Glory be unto
Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by all Thy Justice. Glory be
unto Thee, O God! T beseech Thee by Thy Divine Nature at
its most majestic - and all Thy Divine Nature is majestic -
Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by all Thy Divine
Nature. Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Self-Subsistence at its most transcendent - and all Thy Self-
Subsistence is transcendent - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I
beseech Thee by all Thy Self-Subsistence. Glory be unto Thee,
O God! I beseech Thee by Thy Eternity at its most eternal -
and all Thy Eternity is eternal - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I
beseech Thee by all Thy Eternity. Glory be unto Thee, O God!
I beseech Thee by Thy Oneness at its most unified - and all Thy
Oneness is one - Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech Thee
by all Thy Oneness. Glory be unto Thee, O God! I beseech
Thee by Thy All-Glorious Nature at its most sanctified - and
all Thy All-Glorious Nature is sanctified - Glory be unto Thee,
O God! T beseech Thee by all Thy All-Glorious Nature.

s Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by every sign
in Thy Book, and by every token on the Day of Reckoning,
and by every indication behind that veil, and by every man-
ifestation from Thee in the countenance of the Glorious One,
that Thou show mercy unto me through Thy bounty, shelter
me through Thy might, forgive me through Thy mercy, and
separate me from that which prevents me from attaining unto
the presence of Thy countenance, and protect me from that
which keeps me distant from Thy court, and draw me unto the
beauty of Thy holiness, and bring me before the face of Thy
Self-Subsistence, and cause me to forget every remembrance
save the remembrance of Thy Being, and inspire me with the
signs of Thy oneness, and assist me with the hosts of Thy vic-
tory, and send down upon me, O my God, Thine angels in
every condition through the glory of Thy manifestation. For
verily Thou art my Beloved, verily Thou art my Lord, verily
Thou art my Master, verily Thou art my Hope. All hope hath
been cut off from me save in Thee, for Thou art my hope and
Thou art my desire, as there is no beloved for me besides Thee,
nor any true goal other than Thee.

29 Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Glorified art

Thou! I have ever been of those who remember Thee. O my
God! Behold the beauty of Thy glory and witness the majesty
of Thy grandeur, and know what hath been sent down upon
Thy chosen ones, and observe what hath been decreed for Thy
loved ones, and reckon what hath befallen Thy countenance.
Have mercy upon us through Thy mercy and assist us through
Thy help, for in Thy hands are the destinies of all things. Thou
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ordainest what Thou pleasest and doest what Thou willest.
Thou art praised in Thy actions and thanked in Thy victory.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee, as there is
no God but Thee. Glorified art Thou! I have ever been of
those who remember Thee. In Thee I have recognized Thy
unity, O my God, from all else; in Thee I have sanctified Thee,
O my Desire, from all besides Thee; in Thee I have purified
Thee, O my Lord, from all except Thee. Therefore, I glorify
Thee with such glorification as would cause the sincere ones to
return to Thy countenance and would count the pure-hearted
among those beneath the throne of Thy mercy, for Thou art
God, there is no God but Thee, and all prostrate themselves
before Thy face, and all remember Thee before the throne of
Thy mercy, that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Verily, we
are of those who are struck with awe in Thy presence. Thou
judgest with truth and Thou art the Best of judges. Nothing
in the heavens or on earth can frustrate Thee, and Thou art
the Most High, the All-Wise. All praise belongeth unto Thee
alone, O Lord of the worlds.

4. O decree [hukm]! The fourth prayer in glorification and
praise [al-tasbih wa’l-tahmid] of God, exalted be His glory

In the name of God, the One, the Mighty

Glorified is He besides Whom there is no God, the All-
Subduing, the Self-Subsisting! O my God! Thine is the
Countenance and the Glory, Thine is the Might and the
Praise, Thine is the Visage and the Grandeur, Thine is
the Raiment and the Light, Thine is the Power and the
Perpetuity, Thine is the Dominion and the Beginning, Thine
is the Sovereignty and the Decree! Glorified art Thou! There
is no God but Thee, and by Thy praise, I shall forever and
eternally praise Thee through the duration of Thy Will, and I
shall praise Thee with manifest and enduring praise through
the revelation of Thy Purpose.

Unto Thee be praise with hidden praise through the manifesta-
tion of Thy Self-Sufficiency, unto Thee be praise, exalted and
foremost, through the exaltation of the light of Thy Oneness,
unto Thee be praise, ultimate, through the majesty of Thy
divine sanctity, unto Thee be praise, enduring, through the
manifestation of Thy glorious holiness, unto Thee be praise,
existing, through the duration of Thine Essence, unto Thee be
praise, essential, through the perpetuity of Thy glorious eter-
nity, unto Thee be praise, eternal, through the dominion of Thy
holy tenderness, unto Thee be praise, everlasting, through the
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sublimity of Thy glorious bounty, unto Thee be praise, elemen-
tal, through the manifestations of Thy holy light, unto Thee
be praise, abstract, through the signs of Thy luminous utter-
ance, unto Thee be praise, crystalline, through the ultimate
beginning of Thy Self-Subsistence, unto Thee be praise, pure,
through the final end of Thy manifest glory, unto Thee be
praise, divine, through the commencement of Thy holy might,
unto Thee be praise, absolute, through the conditions of Thy
glorious sanctity.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee! Glory be to
Thee and exalted art Thou! Glory be to Thee and hallowed art
Thou! Glory be to Thee and sanctified art Thou! Glory be to
Thee and elevated art Thou! Glory be to Thee and magnified
art Thou! Glory be to Thee and great art Thou! Glory be
unto Thee, for there is no God but Thee!

Glory be unto Thee, O my God, and by Thy praise, I am he
who, O my God, desired to help Thee though I helped Thee not,
and I am he who, O my God, desired to praise Thee though I
praised Thee not, and I am he who, O my God, desired to thank
Thee though I thanked Thee not, and I am he who, O my God,
desired to describe Thee though I described Thee not, and I
am he who, O my God, desired to remember Thee though I
remembered Thee not. When Thou didst call me with the Call
of Command from the Mount of Decree, Thou didst efface all
around my heart and I hastened to the throne of Thy mercy.
When Thou didst call me with the Call of Glory from the
Throne of Perpetuity, my remembrance was awakened before
Thy holy might. When Thou didst inspire me with the verses
of Thy unity, my tongue warbled in remembrance of Thine
essence. When Thou didst attract me by Thy countenance,
my conscience was drawn to ascend to the gate of Thy grace.
When Thou didst illumine me with Thy lights, the signs of Thy
holiness shone forth unto me. When Thou didst choose me for
Thy help, my tongue sang and my lips moved in remembrance
of Thy lordship.

For Thou knowest, O my Master, that I call Thy loved ones
only that they might help Thee with their souls and their pos-
sessions, and Thou, O my God, hast enriched all through Thy
bounty and taught them what Thou didst desire of Thy grace
and mercy, and made known unto them what Thou didst wish
of the hidden mysteries of Thy secret through the hands of Thy
chosen ones.

Glorified and exalted art Thou! How can I praise the beauty of
Thy Countenance or describe the light of Thy Face, when verily
I am powerless to praise Thee or describe Thee? Glorified art
Thou, O my God, and praise be unto Thee! Thou knowest that
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I am alone and have no helper save Thee, and no living soul
can aid me. I have delivered Thy Cause unto Thy servants who
paid no heed to my transgressions, for they were weak. They
have corrupted my cause and kindled the fire of sedition, until
I departed from among them and traversed the wilderness and
mountains, until I descended upon this mountain whose people
are ignorant. I dwelt before Thy Countenance, revealing what
Thou didst manifest unto me and composing what Thou didst
send down to me.

Glorified art Thou, and praise be unto Thee! Thou knowest
that I was alone and had no one with me to help me. And
Thou, O my Lord, deliver me as Thou hast promised me, then
aid me as Thou hast called me. By Thy truth, O my Lord, grief
hath encompassed me from every direction, yet my turning to
the Countenance of Thy Lordship is but as a bird returning
eastward to its nest. By Thy greatness, O Thou Who art my
desire, they have said what they have said and hurt Thy loved
ones as they have hurt, and they did this only against the
beauty of Thy holiness and only against the Countenance of
Thy oneness.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! Art Thou not the most
worthy to show mercy to Thy loved ones? Art Thou not the
most worthy to show grace to Thy chosen ones? The servants
harm them for Thy sake and oppose them. And there was none
in the kingdom to help Thee. So I followed Thy command and
delivered Thy Cause to Thy loved ones for victory in Thy land,
but they, O my God, are few, and Thou art the Lord of Majesty,

while I am but an abject servant and find no path before Thee.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Glory be unto
Thee! T am among the mindful ones. O God! Aid Thy loved
ones with Thy victory and triumph, and cause them to prevail
over all who are on earth through Thy might and power, for
in Thy hands is the kingdom of all things. Thou aidest whom
Thou willest with Thy hosts and assisteth whom Thou willest
by Thy command. We are all Thy servants within the grasp of
Thy power and in the right hand of Thy will. If Thou willest,
be wrathful, and if Thou desirest, show mercy. Verily Thou art
more merciful to all things than all things. There is no God
but Thee. Glory be unto Thee! We are but as nothing before

Thee. For Thou, O my God, art nearer to me than all things.

If Thou seizest me with justice, Thou art not unjust, and if
Thou helpest me through grace, Thou art merciful to me.

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God, and praised be Thou! I exalt

Thee above all that hath ever mentioned Thee, and sanctify
Thee beyond every description of Thee, and magnify Thee
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above all that hath ever known Thee. Glorified art Thou!
There is no God but Thee. Thou art He Who is known through
signs, Who is described through tokens, Who is mentioned
through attributes, Who is beloved for His purposes, Who is
desired for His ends, Who is feared for His beginnings. Nothing
can know Thee, nothing can describe Thee, nothing can men-
tion Thee, and nothing can prove Thee. All are bewildered and
know Thee not, all are at a loss and describe Thee not, all are
distant and mention Thee not, all fall short and praise Thee
not. Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee, Who hath
barred the way to Thine expression and prevented the path to
Thy knowledge.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! How, O my God, can I ever know
Thee when the path, in its utmost breadth, is blocked, utterly
blocked unto Thee? How, O Thou object of my hopes, can
I mention Thee when the way, in its most impregnable form,
is severed, completely severed before Thee? How, O Thou
Beloved, can I praise Thee when attribution, in its most exalted
degree, is forbidden, wholly forbidden in Thy presence? How,
O my Lord, can I describe Thee when description, in its highest
form, is rejected, entirely rejected before Thy throne? How, O
Thou my Ultimate End, can I extol Thee when eulogy, in its
most elevated station, is banished, utterly banished before the
lights of Thy sanctity?

How can I fail to mention Thee when my heart hath been filled
with longing to mention what hath befallen and been ordained
for me? By Thy glory, O my God! My heart is not content
to stand before Thee unless I mention Thee in every moment,
before every moment, and after every moment. Glorified art
Thou! There is no God but Thee. I have ever been of those
who supplicate.

5 O my God! I have turned to Thee with Thy countenance and

have been drawn to Thee by Thy presence. I speak naught
but of Thee, describe naught but Thee, mention naught but
Thee, and praise naught but Thee, for there exists nothing
else that I could mention besides Thee. Glory be unto Thee,
O my God! Thou art He Who hath established a measure for
Thy recognition. Whoso transgresseth it hath denied Thee and
Thy signs, and his abode shall be hellfire, wherein he shall be
among those who are cast down.

O my God! When Thou didst desire Thy recognition by the
people, Thou didst send unto them Thy Messengers and taught
them Thy recognition, and directed them unto Thyself. Yet few
are the believers and many are the idolaters. And when Thou
didst desire to manifest Thy Cause, Thou didst reveal among
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them a sign from Thy signs, whereupon most people denied
and showed no spirit, all fleeing from Thee and wandering far
astray. Yet Thou, O my God, desired naught for them save
what was good. All Thy command concerning the appearance
of the Messengers and the revelation of the Books was a bounty
from Thee unto them without any merit on their part, but
they know this not. They deny Thy right and the right of Thy
chosen ones, show pride before Thee, turn away from Thee,
and manifest great haughtiness.

7 O my God! Thou knowest that my life hath been embittered by

what I have witnessed of hardship, my body hath been shaken
by what hath descended upon it of supreme abasement, my
heart hath been troubled by what hath befallen it of tribula-
tion, my ears have been deafened by what they have heard of
complaints, and my heart hath been saddened by what hath
been spread before it of adversity. Thou art most worthy of
showing mercy unto him who calleth upon Thee with hope,
and Thou art most worthy of bestowing favor upon him who
supplicateth Thee with prayer.

Glory be unto Thee, O Beloved! If I have sinned, Thou art the
All-Forgiving; if I have erred, Thou art the Concealer; if I have
disobeyed, Thou art the All-Choosing. Glory be unto Thee!
There is no God but Thee. Thou art the Best of the merciful
ones, and all praise belongeth unto Thee alone, the Lord of all
worlds.

5. O justice [‘adl]! Prayer unto him who seeketh victory and
unity and sanctification [al-nasr wa’l-tawhid wa’l-taqdis| for
God

In the Name of God, the King, the All-Encompassing

Praise be to God Who distinguisheth between people with
truth while they differ in their interpretations. God beareth
witness that there is no God but Him, and that they who be-
lieve in the signs of their Lord are they who shall be gathered
unto God.

O Lord, O Beloved! How can I mention Thee in this my station
before the veils of Thy countenance, and how can I describe
Thee in this my seat before the beauty of Thy presence? Thou
knowest my secret, and my position is manifest unto Thee.
Nothing in the heavens and earth is hidden from Thy knowl-
edge, and nothing in the kingdom of command and creation is
beyond Thy reach. I bear witness, and all things and all who
bear witness before Thy throne of sovereignty bear witness,
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that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Thou hast ever
been without the mention of aught else, and Thou shalt ever
be the One Who remaineth after the passing of all things, for
there is no God but Thee, and Thou art the Lord of all worlds.

O my God! Thou seest what hath descended upon Thy loved
ones, and beholdest all that hath befallen Thy chosen ones,
and knowest all that hath come to pass among Thy creatures.
I beseech Thee by Thine ancient Being, Thy lofty Presence, and
Thy beauteous Countenance to aid those who have detached
themselves unto Thee, placed their trust in Thee, and held fast
to Thy cord. There is no God but Thee, and unto Thee is the
final return.

In whom can I place my hope, O my God, save in the gar-
ments of Thy Presence? Whom can I call upon other than the
Manifestation of Thy glory? Whither can I turn except to the
sanctuary of Thy sovereignty? Where can I go but to the realm
of Thy mercy? Whither can I flee when there is no refuge save
Thee? Where can I seek shelter when there is no shelter but
Thee? To whom can I appeal when there is no protector but
Thee? From whom can I seek when there is no answerer but
Thee, and none to be beseeched save Thee?

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee, and verily I am
one of those who repent. Thou art He Who hath honored me
with the signs of Thy might, Who hath manifested me before
the beauty of Thy sovereignty, Who hath entrusted me with
the holy call of Thy Self, and Who hath commanded me to seek
the fire of Thy love. There is no God but Thee. Thine is the
beauty of eternity, Thine the majesty of antiquity, Thine the
mystery of Being, and Thine the innermost secret of Reality.
There is no Beloved but Thee, no One to be feared save Thee.

There is no God but Thee. I bear witness, O my God, O my
Beloved, as Thou bearest witness unto Thyself before all things,
that Thou art the First before anything came into being, and
Thou art the Last after which there shall be nothing in Thy
dominion. Thy most exalted Word is: “Whose is the Kingdom
this Day? It is God’s, the One, the All-Compelling!” Glory be
unto Thee, O Lord! Aid us through Thy grace; verily Thou
art the Sovereign, the All-Choosing.

Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. My gaze is fixed
upon the garments of Thy Presence, my remembrance is of Thy
merciful countenance, my concern is for the light of Thy Face.
Glory be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee. I beseech
Thee to aid me through Thy mercy, to have compassion on me
through Thy loving-kindness, to protect me from that which
befitteth not the loftiness of Thy majesty, to separate me from
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all that preventeth me from beholding the garments of Thy
Presence, to hold me back from that which befitteth not the
sublimity of Thy station, and to raise me unto Thee through
the glory of Thy might.

I am the poor one, the needy, the lowly one who hopeth in
Thy grace, who feareth Thy justice, who findeth rest in Thy
companionship, and who abideth before Thy Presence. I be-
seech Thee, O Lord, O Thou Who art the Lord of Glory and
Perpetuity, O Thou Who art the Possessor of Grandeur and
Majesty, by all the names Thou possesseth in the Throne of
the celestial realm, by all Thy examples in the Tablet of Glory,
by all Thy manifestations in the Countenance of Meeting, to
have mercy upon Thy loved ones, to aid them through Thy
mercy, and to gather them with Thee in the sanctuary of holi-
ness before Thy Presence. For these are Thy servants, in Thy
grasp. Thou doest what Thou willest. Thou art praised in Thy
deeds, thanked for Thy bounties, obeyed in Thy sovereignty,
and beloved in Thy dominion.

There is no beloved save the Beauty of Thy Holiness, no an-
swerer besides the Manifestation of Thy Sovereignty. In whom
can I hope besides Thee, O my Beloved? Whom can I call
upon save Thee, O my Desire? For none besides Thee is any-
thing, that I might ask from them what I desire of Thy grace.
They are but the shadow of a shadow, and are not worthy of
mention before Thee.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! Am I not, O my God,
turned in devotion toward Thy countenance? Am I not drawn
to Thy presence? Am I not hopeful of Thy grace? Am I
not fearful of Thy justice? Am I not apprehensive of Thy
forbearance? Am I not distressed by Thy decree? Am I not
terrified by Thy command? Am I not in awe of Thy destiny
and Thy tribulation? For Thine is the sovereignty alone, there
is no God but Thee. Blessed art Thou, there is no God but
Thee. Hallowed art Thou, there is no God but Thee. Exalted
art Thou, there is no God but Thee. Magnified art Thou, there
is no God but Thee. Sanctified art Thou, there is no God but
Thee. Unique art Thou, there is no God but Thee. One art
Thou, there is no God but Thee. Glorified art Thou, there is
no God but Thee.

O my God! I am he who desired to humble himself before Thee,
and I shall surely humble myself. I am he who desired to help
Thee, and I shall surely help Thee. I am he who desired to
describe Thee, and I shall surely describe Thee. I am he who
desired to remember Thee, and I shall surely remember Thee.
I am he who desired to thank Thee, and I shall surely thank
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Thee. I am he who desired to praise Thee, and I shall surely
praise Thee. I am he who desired to prostrate before Thee,
and I shall surely prostrate. I am he who desired to be humble
before Thee, and I shall surely be humble. I am he who desired
to show reverence to Thee, and I shall surely show reverence.
There is no God but Thee.

2 Thine is the bounty and the grandeur, Thine the majesty and

the oneness, Thine the beauty and the awe. There is no God
but Thee. Thine is the kingdom and the dominion, Thine the
grandeur and the might, Thine the awe and the ruby, Thine
the power and the human realm, Thine the oneness and the di-
vine realm, Thine the glory and the realm of revelation, Thine
the sovereignty and the heavenly bodies, Thine the seven in
the realm of essence, Thine the loftiness in the throne of mag-
nificence, Thine the attraction in the land of rapture, Thine
the eternity in the tablet of pre-existence.

3 Glorified art Thou, there is no God but Thee. Glorified, glo-

rified art Thou! To whom can I turn besides Thee? Whom
can I call upon other than Thee? Whom can I summon except
Thee? Thou art the Answerer and none beside Thee, Thou
art the One petitioned and none other than Thee, Thou art
the Beloved and none equal to Thee. Glory be unto Thee! I
was among those who prostrated. Glory be unto Thee! I was
among those who remembered. Glory be unto Thee! I was
among the humble ones. Glory be unto Thee! I was among
the reverent ones. Glory be unto Thee! I was among the sup-
plicants. Glory be unto Thee! I was among the wrongdoers.
Glory be unto Thee! I was among the penitent. Glory be unto
Thee! There is no God but Thee, and verily Thou art the Lord
of the worlds.

O my God! Thou art He Who made me speak before the
throne of Thy mercy, and Thou art He Who enriched me with
the verses of attraction, union and compassion before the coun-
tenance of Thy face, and Thou art He Who made me victorious
through the mystery of the line before the ocean of Thy one-
ness, and Thou art He Who created me as a light among lights
in the midst of mountains on the right of the throne of the
letter Qaf near the salamander of the fire of Sinai before the
light of manifestation at the shirt of Thy countenance. There
is no God but Thee, there is no God but Thee! How can I
be patient, O my Beloved, in this matter on that mountain
after Thou hast removed the religions, and how can I be silent
before Thee in the sickness of my soul in this dark night af-
ter Thou art the Remover of infirmities? Glory be unto Thee!
There is no God but Thee. Thine is the countenance and the
beauty, Thine the presence and the majesty, Thine the mercy
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and the grace, Thine the might and the justice, for Thou art
the All-Powerful, the Most High, and Thou art the Possessor
of power in every condition.

5 Glorified art Thou! There is no God but Thee. Verily, I am

among those who prostrate before Thee. I bear witness, and all
things bear witness, to that which Thou dost testify concerning
Thyself before the creation of all things: that Thou art too
exalted to be known through aught else but Thee, that Thou
art too sublime to be described by any save Thee, and that
Thou art too sanctified to be mentioned except through Thee.
I declare Thy remoteness from this and proclaim Thy sanctity
above that, for Thou canst not be described except through
the beauty of Thy Self-Subsistence, nor canst Thou be known
save through the garments of Thy Lordship.

I beseech Thee, O my God, O my Beloved, by all the names
that are with Thee in the Tablet of Eternity, by all the signs
that are with Thee in the Mount of Mystery, by all the blood
that hath been shed in Thy path, O Lord of the people of eter-
nity, by all the bodies that have been cast upon the earth, O
Lord of might and grandeur, and by all the souls that have
ascended unto Thee in the throne of glory, to bless the Bayan
and its people with the majesty, divinity, unity, sublimity, rap-
ture, consciousness, effacement and ecstasy that are their due,
and to punish those who have waxed proud against it with
might, domination, power, wrath, force, grandeur, strength
and sovereignty. For Thou art God, there is no God but Thee.
Thine is the awe and the grandeur, Thine the sovereignty and
eternity, for there is no God but Thee. Thou givest sovereignty
to whom Thou willest and takest it from whom Thou willest.

7 I beseech Thee, O my God, to aid those who detach themselves

wholly unto Thee, who are drawn to Thee through their love,
who turn away from all else but Thee, who place their trust in
Thee, who hasten unto Thee, who seek Thee as their means,
who humble themselves before Thee, who are submissive unto
Thee, and who mention none but Thee. For Thou art God,
there is no God but Thee. Verily, Thou hast ever been beyond
the description of anything and wilt ever remain, throughout
the eternity of eternities, beyond the attributes of anything.
There is no God but Thee. We have no hope in the earth
save Thee, O Thou Who hast victory in every circumstance, O
Thou Who hast hosts at every moment. Aid us through Thy
bounty on earth and deliver us from the hands of the enemies
of Thy Self, and have mercy upon us through Thy mercy. Are
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we not Thy servants and in Thy grasp? Art Thou not the
most merciful unto Thy chosen ones? Art Thou not the most
gracious unto Thy loved ones?

Glory be unto Thee! Thou art the Most Glorious and Most
Resplendent, Thou art the Most Mighty and Most Exalted.
We have not the power to ask of Thee, for Thou knowest our
secrets and witnesseth what is within our souls. Verily, when
Thou willest a thing, Thou dost but say unto it “Be!” and
it is before Thy power, the existing one. O my God! Aid
us according to what Thou hast promised us and have mercy
upon us according to what Thou hast deposited within us. For
Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, and Thou wilt never
fail in Thy promise.

I bear witness before Thee, O my God, and before those who
bear witness in Thy presence, that Thou art God, there is no
God but Thee. Thou hast ever been Living, Self-Subsisting,
Single, Everlasting, One, Unique, Independent, Alone, the
Raiser, the Impregnable, and Thou wilt ever continue to be
as Thou hast been before. There is no God but Thee. I bear
witness before Thee, O my God, to that which Thou dost
testify concerning Thyself before all things: that Thou art He
from Whose grasp of power nothing can escape, whether in
the heavens or on the earth or between them, and verily Thou
hast knowledge of all things.

O my God! T call upon Thee at the gate of Thy glory. Aid me,
therefore, through Thy bounty, raise me to the heaven of Thy
holiness, draw me unto the court of Thy nearness, and separate
me not from the seats of Thy Cause. For Thou art God; there
is no God but Thee. Thou art independent of all things, and
nothing escapeth Thee, whether in the Supreme Heaven or in
the realm of divinity, whether in the heaven or in the empire of
grandeur, whether on the Throne or in the kingdom of names,
whether on earth or in the world of mortality.

Glorified art Thou! Glorified art Thou! There is no God but
Thee. Praise be to Thee for that which Thou decreest through
the Tree of the letter Ta, and praise be to Thee for that which
Thou ordainest through the Leaf of the letter Ba, and praise
be to Thee for that which Thou causest to flow as destiny
upon the Branch of the letter Ha. Praise be to Thee - praise
essential and everlasting as Thy Being; praise be to Thee -
praise crystalline and exalted as Thy glory; praise be to Thee -
praise abstract and eternal as Thy Essence; praise be to Thee
- praise pure and lofty as Thy majesty; praise be to Thee -
praise primary and supreme as Thy Command; praise be to
Thee - praise final and holy as Thy sanctity; praise be to Thee
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- praise unsullied and radiant as Thy nearness; praise be to
Thee - praise inward and celestial as Thy wisdom.

Glorified art Thou, O God, and praised be Thou! I seek Thine

intercession before the Manifestation of Thy Self-Subsistence.

I take refuge in Thee at the dawning of Thy light, and I seek
asylum with Thee in the glory of Thy holiness, that Thou
mayest aid me through the light of Thy majesty. Verily, Thou
aidest whom Thou willest as Thou willest. None can reverse
Thy decree, and none can thwart Thy destiny. Thou art ever
thanked for Thy Cause and ever obeyed in Thy deeds.

Have mercy, then, O God, upon those who believe in Thee and
in Thy signs. Forgive them through Thy mercy and aid them
with Thy hosts. Verily, Thou art God; there is no God but
Thee, and unto Thee is the final return. And punish, O God,
those who deny Thee and Thy days, and send down upon them
the fire of Thy might and power. Verily, Thou art praised in

Thy deeds, thanked in Thy Cause, and obeyed in Thy decree.

There is no God but Thee, and Thou art powerful over all
things.

O my Lord! When Thou didst entrust me with Thy call in the
Tree of the letter Ha’ [=year five], Thou didst thereby efface all
signs, and I called upon Thee before the Manifestation of Thy
Holiness. When Thou didst cause me to hear Thy melodies in
the essence of the letter Ba’, I was awakened by those verses
and hastened to the court of Thy Self-Subsistence, that I might
thereby aid Thee and seek vengeance upon Thine enemies, and
slay all for Thy sake. For Thou art the best of helpers, and
Thou art the most merciful of the merciful, and Thou art the
most gracious of the gracious. There is no God but Thee, no
Beloved but Thee, no Desired One but Thee. Glorified art
Thou! There is no God but Thee, and Thou art the Lord of
all the worlds.

6. O Most Holy One [quddus|! The sixth prayer concerning the
thirty letters, in supplication and entreaty [al-salat wa’l-su’al]
unto God, mighty in His might

In the name of God, the Single, He Whose help is implored

7 Glory be unto Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy Name

O God, then by Thy Name O Beneficent, then by Thy Name
O Ever-Forgiving, then by Thy Name O Steadfast, then by
Thy Name O Generous, then by Thy Name O Ever-Living,
then by Thy Name O All-Informed, then by Thy Name O
FEternal, then by Thy Name O Creator, then by Thy Name O
Lord, then by Thy Name O Cultivator, then by Thy Name O
All-Glorious, then by Thy Name O All-Praised, then by Thy
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Name O Patient, then by Thy Name O Guarantor, then by Thy
Name O Pure One, then by Thy Name O Manifest One, then
by Thy Name O Most High, then by Thy Name O Succourer,
then by Thy Name O Single One, then by Thy Name O Self-
Subsisting, then by Thy Name O Essential Being, then by Thy
Name O Gracious One, then by Thy Name O Help in Peril,
then by Thy Name O Light, then by Thy Name O Guardian,
then by Thy Name O He, then by Thy Name O Most Kind,
then by Thy Name O Pre-existent One, then by Thy Name O
Certitude, to send Thy blessings upon the Tree of Affirmation,
from its beginning to its end, its outer to its inner being, its
branches and its leaves, its fruits and its offshoots, and all that
pertaineth unto it.

Verily, Thou art omnipotent in Thy dominion, sovereign in Thy
command, and supreme in Thy decree. None can alter what
Thou hast ordained, none can prevent what Thou hast pre-
scribed, and none can change what Thou hast decreed. Thou
judgest with truth and none can judge Thee; Thou rulest with
justice and none can rule over Thee. Thou art the Sovereign
Who cannot be frustrated, the Ever-Living Who dieth not, the
Omnipotent Who is never powerless, the All-Knowing Who
forgetteth not, the Manifest Who is never hidden, the Self-
Subsisting Who slumbereth not, and the Sanctified Who can
never be wronged.

Glorified art Thou, there is no God but Thee. Send down,
O my God, upon them all the blessings that flow from Thy
divine attributes and signs, from the ultimates of Thy creative,
originative and conquering power, and from all that Thou wert
and wilt ever be in Thy station of might, the sublimity of Thy
glory and the excellence of Thy bounty. O God, chastise those
who have denied Thy truth, repudiated Thy Cause, and sought
to extinguish Thy light with their mouths; yet God will perfect
His light, though the infidels abhor it.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! How can I extol the attributes
of Thy divine Countenance when I was as naught before Thee,
and how can I describe the light of Thy Face when I was un-
worthy of that which beseemeth Thy station of might and the
sublimity of Thy glory? Glorified and exalted art Thou! Thou
knowest what hath been ordained for me and hath witnessed
what hath befallen me, whereof none besides Thee can com-
prehend, none but Thee can know, and none except Thee can
enumerate.

Glory be unto Thee and exalted art Thou! There is no God
but Thee. I bear witness, and all things and all who are in
Thy presence among the witnesses bear witness, that Thou art
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powerful over all things and mighty over everything. Knowl-
edge of Thee is a bounty from Thy presence and a mercy from
Thee. There is no God but Thee, for Thou hast ever been
mighty in all deeds and inaccessible in every matter. Glory
be unto Thee! There is no God but Thee. And verily, the
more tribulations increased upon me, the more I increased in
wonderment of Thee.

Whenever the attraction of the heaven appeared in the coun-
tenance of the letter “Ha,” I turned toward it in a state of
attraction. Whenever the sun of destiny rose, I awakened unto
it in full consciousness. Whenever the star of might dawned
from the throne of being, I was effaced in it with complete ef-
facement. Whenever affliction arose, I turned to Thee in hope.
Whenever destiny was fulfilled, I sought from Thee supplica-
tion. Whenever harm touched me, I communed with Thee with
new creation in fulfillment. Whenever calamity came upon me,
I called upon Thee, the Praised One in deeds and the Thanked
One in attributes. Glory be unto Thee! O Thou besides Whom
there is no God! Glory be unto Thee! Verily, I have been of
the wrongdoers.
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Tawqi’a Aqa Siyyid Husayn
To: Siyyid Husayn Yazdi

He is the King, the All-Holy. Glorified be God, the Lord of
lords! His are the most exalted similitudes. All that are in
the heavens and on the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them glorify Him; and all that are in the kingdom of command
and creation and whatsoever is beneath them bow down before
Him; and verily we all prostrate ourselves unto Him.

O ye who are of the Bayan! Hold fast to the religion of God.
Affirm, with steadfast hearts, all that hath been sent down in
the Bayan. Succour the Name of Azal, the Unique, and inquire
of him concerning the enemy of the Lord. Take heed that he
gather together the Bayan in its entirety, and that ye convey
it unto him, in every month, by the Wahid, the number of the
countenance, that doubt may be removed — lest any follow him
whose claim in the Bayan is not sound, and in the sight of the
One, the First, if ye be able.
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Cleave ye to his love, for through it shall ye be delivered. There
is no God but God. And verily ‘Ali, aforetime, was the All-
Aware, the very Soul of God. Verily, in the Bayan is the religion
of God, and the Name of Azal, the Unique, is the Essence of
God. And make mention of the number of the Subduer in the
Book; verily We have remembered it.

O Muhammad! Take that which is with the Desired One; con-
vey, after His cause, the Name of the creation before Me; verily
We have taken it.
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In the name of God, the Most Holy, Lord of the Divine Essences

Say: O God! Thou art the Glory of the heavens and the earth
and all that is between them, and the God of those who dwell in
the dominion of Command and Creation and whatsoever lieth
beneath them. Thou createst what Thou willest through Thy
command; verily, Thou art powerful over what Thou willest.
Say: O God! Thou art the Most Holy of the holy ones. All
that dwell in the kingdoms of the heavens and earth and what-
soever lieth between them glorify Thee, and all that dwell in
the dominion of Command and Creation and whatsoever lieth
beneath them sanctify Thee. Thou createst what Thou willest
through Thy command; verily, Thou art the Most Knowing of
the knowing ones.

Say: O God! Thou art the God of the heavens and earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and the All-Glorious among
those in the dominions of Command and Creation and what-
soever lieth beneath them, and the Most Holy among those in
the realm of Beginning and End and whatsoever lieth between
them, and Thou art the Most Glorified of those who glorify.
Glory be unto Thee, O God! Thou art the God of gods. Noth-
ing escapeth Thy knowledge, whether in the heavens or on
earth or whatsoever lieth between them, and nothing can frus-
trate Thee, whether in the heavens or on earth or whatsoever
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lieth between them. Verily, Thou art the Most Powerful of the
powerful ones.

In the name of God, the Holy One, Lord of the Holy Ones!
He is, He is, by God, God, no god but He. Blessed be God,
Who is that God without likeness or similitude. Blessed be
God, Who is that Doubtless, All-Doubting, Ever-Doubting
One. Blessed be God, Who is that Being, Hidden, Ever-Being
One. Blessed be God, Who is that Pre-existent, Descending,
Ever-Pre-existent One. Blessed be God, Who is that Ancient,
Preceding, Ever-Ancient One.

5 In the name of God, the All-Glorious, Lord of Glory! God,

God, by God, God, the Sovereign, the Sovereign. Exalted be
God above that Essence, the Self-Manifesting. Exalted be God
above that Style, the Self-Adorning. Exalted be God above
that Abstraction, the Self-Abstracting. Exalted be God above
that Effulgence, the Self-Effusing. Exalted be God above that
Penetration, the Self-Penetrating. Exalted be God above that
Fruit, the Self-Fruiting. Exalted be God above that Wisdom,
the Self-Judging. Blessed be God, the Lord of the worlds.
Blessed be God, the Beloved of the worlds. Blessed be God, the
Desired One of the worlds. Blessed be God, the Praised One of
the worlds. Glory be unto Him Who possesseth transcendent
and impregnable might, and glory be unto Him Who posses-
seth surpassing and exalted majesty, and glory be unto Him
Who possesseth magnificent and great dominion, and glory be
unto Him Who possesseth resplendent and bountiful might.

; In the name of God, the Pre-existent, Lord of the Pre-existent

ones! I, I, by God, God, the Refuge, the Refuge. God hath
shown forth from that Most Radiant, Radiant One. God hath
shown forth from that Most Lightning, Lightning One. God
hath shown forth from that Most Real, Real One. God hath
shown forth from that Most Preceding, Preceding One. God
hath shown forth from that Most Twilight, Twilight One. God
hath shown forth from that Most Preceding, Preceding One.
God hath shown forth from that Most Real, Real One.

In the name of God, the Ancient, Lord of the Ancient ones!
Thou, Thou, by God, God, the Ordainer, the Ordainer. What
God willeth from that Majesty, the Self-Majestic. What God
willeth from that Beauty, the Self-Beauteous. What God wil-
leth from that Perfection, the Self-Perfecting. What God wil-
leth from that Justice, the Self-Exalting. What God willeth
from that Grace, the Self-Gracious. What God willeth from
that Before, the Self-Confronting. What God willeth from that
Crystal, the Self-Reflecting. Exalted is God above all that He
hath created or will create. Say: All are His servants and all
are worshipping Him.
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Say: O God! Thou art the God of gods. Thou givest divinity
unto whomsoever Thou willest. Thou shalt take away divinity
from whomsoever Thou pleasest, and shalt exalt whomsoever
Thou pleasest, and shalt abase whomsoever Thou pleasest, and
shalt raise up whomsoever Thou pleasest, and shalt bring down
whomsoever Thou pleasest, and shalt aid whomsoever Thou
pleasest, and shalt forsake whomsoever Thou pleasest. Within
Thy grasp lies the kingdom of all things. Thou createst what-
soever Thou willest by Thy command. Verily, Thou art the
Powerful over all things.

Say: O God! Thou art the Lord of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them. Thou givest lordship to
whomsoever Thou willest and takest it away from whomso-
ever Thou pleasest. Thou givest authority to whomsoever
Thou willest and withholdest it from whomsoever Thou pleas-
est. Thou drawest nigh unto whomsoever Thou willest and
keepest distant whomsoever Thou pleasest. Thou givest life
to whomsoever Thou willest and causest to die whomsoever
Thou pleasest. Thou makest poor whomsoever Thou willest
and enrichest whomsoever Thou pleasest, and Thou preservest
whomsoever Thou willest. Nothing whatsoever escapeth Thy
knowledge, whether in the heavens or on the earth or in what
lieth between them. Verily, Thou art the All-Knowing.

Say: O God! Thou art the King of Kings. Thou givest
sovereignty to whomsoever Thou willest and takest it away
from whomsoever Thou pleasest. Thou teachest knowledge
and wisdom to whomsoever Thou willest and withholdest them
from whomsoever Thou pleasest. Thou guidest whomsoever
Thou willest and standest between whomsoever Thou willest
and whatsoever Thou willest, howsoever Thou willest. Nothing
can frustrate Thee, whether in the heavens or on the earth or
in what lieth between them. Thou createst what Thou willest
by Thy command. Verily, Thou art the Preserver of all things.

He is God! O Thou Who possesseth glory and gloriousness,
O Thou Who possesseth majesty and majestousness, O Thou
Who possesseth beauty and beauteousness, O Thou Who pos-
sesseth perfection and perfectness, O Thou Who possesseth
grandeur and grandeurness, O Thou Who possesseth bounty
and bountifulness, O Thou Who possesseth victory and victori-
ousness, O Thou Who possesseth triumph and triumphantness,
O Thou Who possesseth sovereignty and sovereign might, O
Thou Who possesseth power and powerfulness, O Thou Who
possesseth dominion and dominionness, O Thou Who posses-
seth conquest and conqueringness.

O Thou Who possesseth light and lightness, O
Thou Who possesseth greatness and greatness, O Thou Who
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possesseth might and mightiness, O Thou Who possesseth lofti-
ness and loftiness, O Thou Who possesseth power and power-
fulness, O Thou Who possesseth love and lovingness, O Thou
Who possesseth nobility and nobleness, O Thou Who posses-
seth ascendancy and ascendantness, O Thou Who possesseth
ancientness and antiquity, O Thou Who possesseth eternity
and eternalness, O Thou Who possesseth wisdom and wisdom-
ness, O Thou Who possesseth nearness and nearness, O Thou
Who possesseth patience and patientness, O Thou Who pos-
sesseth exaltation and exaltedness.

He is I O Thou Who possesseth sovereignty and authority, O
Thou Who possesseth power and omnipotence, O Thou Who
possesseth majesty and magnificence, O Thou Who possesseth
might and strength, O Thou Who possesseth grandeur and
exaltation!
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Ziyarat for ’the twenty-nine letters’

In the Name of God, the Most Powerful, the Most Holy, the
Most Wondrous, the Most Compelling!

Glory be to Him Who hath caused the verses to appear through
His grace as He willeth. He, verily, is the Omnipotent. O Thou
Who art the first pure, most holy, most manifest and most
excellent camphor from the Lord of the Cloud! Upon thee, O
Thou Mystery treasured in the heart of Ta, O Thou Who art
concealed by the letter Ha in the garment, O Thou Who art
witnessed in the land of Baha, O Thou Who art grief-stricken
for the Joseph of Ha in the most faithful land, O Thou Light
rising from the rays of rapturous splendor! Glorified be God,
my Lord - there is no God but Him - we are all prostrate before
Him. My life and those within my Beloved’s knowledge be a
sacrifice unto Thee.

Blessed art Thou, O Mystery in the Book, O Presence in the
Book, O Thou Who art manifest in the prime of youth, O
Thou Who art hidden in the throne of nearness, O Thou Who
art the First and the Last in the land of attraction! Glorified
be God, my Lord, above what they describe! My life and those
within my Beloved’s knowledge be a sacrifice unto Thee!
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Blessed art Thou, O Essence of the verses, O Mystery in the
raptures, O Thou Who art concealed in authority, O Thou
Who attracteth the countenances, O Thou Who art manifest
in the realm of delight! My life and those within my Beloved’s
knowledge be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Source of succor, O Sender of aid, O Thou
Who art commanded, O Thou Who preventeth! My life and
those within my Beloved’s knowledge be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O resplendent Mystery, O radiant Light, O
Mount of ascension, O rain-laden Cloud, O Mystery concealed
on the Night of Ascension for the Beloved seated in the realm
of rapture! My life and those within my Beloved’s knowledge
be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O flowing Light, O swimming Mount, O
Mystery that openeth the gates, O radiating, gleaming House,
O hidden, treasured One in the mystery of the tablets! My life
and those within my Beloved’s knowledge be a sacrifice unto
Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O firmly-established hidden Mystery, O il-
luminating, shining Light, O watchful, lofty Observer, O tran-
scribed Verses, O extracted Essences! My life and those within
my Beloved’s knowledge be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Mystery of increase, O Light of existence,
O Thou Who art manifest in testimony, O Thou Who burneth
for guidance, O Thou Who art heard by the servants! My life
and those within my Beloved’s knowledge be a sacrifice unto
Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O drizzling Mystery, O Thou Who art con-
cealed in the might of the Mighty, to Thee is refuge, and with
Thee is protection! Glorified be God, my Lord, above what
they mention! My life and those within my Beloved’s knowl-
edge be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O hidden Mystery, O inscribed Book, O
sovereign Potentate, O renowned Attractor, O dawning Cre-
ator! My life and those within my Beloved’s knowledge be a
sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Mystery of the Center, O Glory of the
most manifest Ocean, O mighty Ocean of the most excellent
adornment, O vast Ocean of the embroidered verses, O Lion of
the victorious mysteries in the inner secrets of the adorned and
adorning! My life and those within my Beloved’s knowledge
be a sacrifice unto Thee!
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Blessed art Thou, O most holy Countenance, O mysterious
Ocean, O Countenance manifested in the land of Paradise, O
Wine poured forth for the cups! My life and those within my
Beloved’s knowledge be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Thou Who art established upon the
Throne, O Dweller of the couch, O Light radiating upon
the spread, O Mystery concealed for the thirsting heart, O
adorned, nested One! My life and those within my Beloved’s
knowledge be a sacrifice unto Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Manifestation of the Cloak, O Thou Who
art the Mystery of Deliverance, O Thou Who art concealed in
the Garment, O Thou Bird alighting upon the mystic Tree! I
sacrifice myself and all within my Lord’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Thou overflowing Ocean, O Thou vast and
effulgent Sea, O Thou Light shining forth from the heaven of
bounty, O Thou Hidden One made manifest in the mystery of
grace, O Thou Most Luminous Light of outpouring! I sacrifice
myself and all within my Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

How shall I describe Thee, O Knowledge all-encompassing, O
penetrating Mystery, O Thou Who hast caused all to descend,
O Thou Who art adorned with the Points, O Thou Who art ra-
diant, illumined and crimson in the precinct! I sacrifice myself
and all within my Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Thou Ornament of vision, O Thou Who
art adorned in the Temple of protection, O Thou Who art
manifest in rapturous attraction, O Thou renowned in all eyes,
O Thou Hidden One radiating through utterance! I sacrifice
myself and all within my Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O radiant Light, O Thou concealed and
adorned One Who shineth forth, O Thou Who attracteth and
art attracted in wondrous ways, O Thou treasured and hidden
Luminary, O Thou illumined, enlightened and effulgent One!
I sacrifice myself and all within my Beloved’s knowledge for
Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Light of perfection, O Thou Who art
adorned at the station of utterance, O Thou Who dawnest
forth in the land of emptiness, O Thou Who art witnessed in
the mystery of eloquence! I sacrifice myself and all within my
Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O compassionate Lord, O King of grace, O
Alif of loving-kindness and bounty, O Thou upright Alif of
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deviation, O Thou Who hast decreed oppression upon the ser-
vants! I sacrifice myself and all within my Beloved’s knowledge
for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O Mystery of the Path, O Light of the Dawn,
O Verses of utterance, O Thou Who judgest on the Day of
Separation, O Thou Lord adorned on the Day of Parting, O
Thou for Whom I yearned! I sacrifice myself and all within my
Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O all-comprehending Mystery, O perceiving
Essences, O pure and penetrating Camphor, O radiating and
moving Mystery! I sacrifice myself and all within my Beloved’s
knowledge for Theel!

Blessed art Thou, O bountiful Mystery, O just King, O
almighty Sovereign, O active Doer, O hidden Mystery on the
Day of Return! I sacrifice myself and all within my Beloved’s
knowledge for Theel!

5 Blessed art Thou, O Light in the vast Ocean, O Manifest One

in the mighty Sea, O Well in that infernal Depth, O mighty
Host in that tumultuous Sea, O surging Ocean in the deep
Waters, O Mystery inscribed by rapture in the clouds, O Light
manifest in the Corner and the Station! I sacrifice myself and
all within my Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

i Blessed art Thou, O sovereign Judge, O Lord of the All-

Merciful, O Presence of the All-Glorious, O Manifestation
of the All-Bountiful, O Mystery in the land of Paradise, O
Manifest One in the Mansion of Good-Pleasure, O radiant
Countenance in the arena’s presence! I sacrifice myself and all
within my Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O adorned Light of transcendence, O ornate
Mystery of nearness, O rapturous Attraction of sublimity, O
hidden Manifest One, inner Revealed One, O Exalted, Supreme
and Praiseworthy One, O Verses concealed in the land of sobri-
ety, O Beloved dwelling on the throne of effacement! I sacrifice
myself and all within my Beloved’s knowledge for Thee!

Blessed art Thou, O divine Countenance, O gleaming radi-
ant Mystery, O Light dawning from the realm of divinity, O
recorded Book made manifest in ornate beauty! I sacrifice my-
self and all within my Beloved’s knowledge for Theel!

Blessed art Thou, O Mystery of excellence, O Lord of justice,
O Beloved One in the Secret of the Most Sweet Gate, and of
those who are in the knowledge of my Beloved!
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Blessed art Thou, O Ahmad the Most High, O Most Resplen-
dent in faithfulness, O Most Luminous in concealment, O Most
Radiant in manifestation, O Most Powerful in freshness, O
Most Attractive in ascent, O My Gate and those who are in
the knowledge of My Beloved!

Blessed art Thou, O Secret of embroidery, O Gleam of light,
O Radiance of rays, O Light of brilliance, O Attraction of the
vanguard, O My Gate and those who are in the knowledge of
My Beloved!

Blessed art Thou, O Embroidered ornament, O Ascending
attraction, O Overwhelming Lord, O Tarrying Beloved, O
Sought-after Effusion of the stammering one, O My Gate and
those who are in the knowledge of My Beloved!

Blessed art Thou, O Beloved of my nature, O King of my
being, O Beloved of my essence, O Sought-after of my primal
nature, O Goal of my end, O Witnessed One of my outer and
inner being! By my heart, blind is the eye that seeth Thee not
while Thou seest it. Glorified art Thou! Glorified art Thou!
Is there any like unto Thee, present before the countenance
of Thy penitent ones, while the servants, in their weakness,
hurt Him as they please? Praise be unto Thee, praise like
unto the embroidery of light in the house of radiance, and the
shining forth of verses in the attracted lands, the gleaming of
discourses in white inscriptions, until the letter Ta calleth out
in the atmosphere of air that “I am the Secret in the Glory,
and I am the Hidden One in the Signature, and I am the Line
in the Decree.” There is no God but Thee. Thine is the bounty,
the grace and the bestowal.

Exalted art Thou! Thou givest to whom Thou pleasest and
exaltest whom Thou willest. In Thy hand are the gates of
all things. Thou decreest what Thou pleasest and doest what
Thou willest. For there is no God but Thee. Thine is the light
and the darkness, and Thine is the secret in the lines of eternity,
and Thine are the lights in the crimson lands. Sanctified art
Thou! There is no God but Thee! Glory be unto Thee! Verily,
I have been of those who remember Thee before Thy might,
and of those who seek forgiveness from every remembrance
before the countenance of Thy oneness. Glory be unto Thee!
There is no God but Thee! Verily, I have been of those who
prostrate themselves, and verily praise belongeth unto Thee,
Thou alone, the Lord of the worlds.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

5Ly G 3R Ly W el L el

el s s B @I Ly (M Ll Ly A
A2 fe 3 o0 sl oA

ga by sl W by op bl b e &
s Qb andhl Gl by andl 5 L6 dnnid!

G e &

by sallte e Ly Skt b L el 2

colbs by bz op2 Ly P o)
Gt fo G s Gl Al 25

G5S e by Golld o L e £

spaie by sl Qs by av13 s Ly
o3k ably & Al ssde Ly G
Lled ol ;7 ily D7 Y e Cof
Oy eletl dalb o) ol 2l chlm.nn
e a1 el 05t LokS” gl 653, 5Ll
¢ oLyl gty s G s k)
Ll pB,T G ollad) by L) (1Y
G UG el e sl sle g
el U Gy slaeWl il B Gl o)
Jadly sl el o NEALY ol sladl G

llal

Syl Dy ol sy U e 35 Sl
MY 3 a5 e ey ol by 2 6
el Gl el sl 0 el el Y
O Gk o1 250 3 1Y ey o)
IS kS G e ) YA Y
Lo 653 8 op deadly e o oy
SVl VAl Y Ol bl o) anlls
Doy il g N A Oy pder Ll o S

Al o)

INBA_ 6007C.541-547, BYC_jabar.006.04-
009.08

59

31

34


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/INBA.6007C.pdf
http://bayanic.com/lib/scan/sacred/Point/Jabar
http://bayanic.com/lib/scan/sacred/Point/Jabar

Vol. 26: The Bab: Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq, 1849-1850)

BB00300

BB00300

Ziyarat li’'n-Nugta

I bear witness that there is none other God but Thee — alone,
without partner — even as Thou hast borne witness unto Thine
own Self, without that any among Thy creatures can know the
manner of that decree. Verily Thou art God, the Great, the
Most Exalted. And I bear witness that Muhammad is Thy ser-
vant, whom Thou didst choose for Thy message, whom Thou
didst fashion for Thy guardianship, and whom Thou didst set
to stand upon the station of Thy power — Thou Who compre-
hendest all things, and art not joined to the making of any
thing. Verily Thou art God, the Generous, the Bestower. And
I bear witness unto the successors of Thy Beloved, even as
Thou hast borne witness unto them in the knowledge of the
unseen that is with Thee, and as Thou lovest that the people
of origination should testify concerning them: verily Thou art
God, the Mighty, the All-Giving.

Peace be upon thee, through the light of God — He Who is
nearer unto thee than thine own self, and more gentle with
thee than all that show gentleness in thy presence. How shall
I describe the beauty of the gift of God wherewith He hath
singled thee out, beyond all expectation — among the followers
of ‘Ali, with ‘Ali? For the gift of God resembleth naught in
the heavens and the earth, nor is aught in the kingdom of
command and creation its peer. Glorified and exalted is He!

How lofty is His remembrance within the very essences of the
realities of the world of Divinity; how sweet is His manifesta-
tion within the pure immaterialities of the world of Might; how
faithful are the signs within the reed-stems of the beloved ones
of the kingdom and the dominion; and how delectable is thy
utterance within the unveilings of hearts upon lands of ruby!

I call God, and His angels, and His prophets, and all His ser-
vants, to witness: thou hast believed in God and His verses;
thou hast proclaimed the Word of God; thou hast made com-
plete the mercy of God through His words; thou hast been
faithful to the covenant of God; and thou hast fulfilled what
God desired, in this day, of His manifestations. Through thy
appearance the Hidden Name hath been made manifest, and
the Treasured Name hath been disclosed. Had God not caused
thee to appear, wisdom would have been annulled, proof would
have been severed, grace would have been broken, and the
Word would have vanished away. Through thee hath appeared
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the Cause of God and His justice, the Word of God and its pro-
longation. But for thee, the servants would not have known
the ordinance of the Peerless, nor would the beings brought
into existence have attained the summit of distinction within
creation.

Praise be to God for the recognition of His Cause: a praise
that filleth the earth with equity, and the heaven with bounty
and grace; a praise that, in its bestowal upon all things, is as
the bounty of God over all His creation; a praise that sendeth
down upon thee the breaths of holiness and the blessings of
His heaven, and conveyeth them unto those who have followed
thee upon the Straight Path. Yet it reacheth also those who,
following their vain desires, have waxed proud against thee —
over whom there shall pass that which God hath sent down in
His Book, when He said — and His word is true —: “Unto each
do We extend — unto these and unto those — from the gift of
thy Lord; and the gift of thy Lord is not withheld.”

Then be praise unto Him, for thy sake, for every letter thou
hast revealed, for every secret thou hast concealed, for every
falsehood thou hast put to shame, for every truth thou hast
exalted, and for whatsoever the knowledge of God hath en-
compassed concerning thy states — things that none can en-
compass save He. There is none other God but He, the All-
Encompassing, the Bestower.

How shall I, O Beloved of my heart, recount the praises where-
with God — mighty is His station — hath singled thee out beyond
the sons of the ten, and wherewith He hath caused thee to ex-
cel all that dwell in the kingdoms of creation and command?
Were it not for the incapacity of men to render thee thy due,
I would not have made mention of thee throughout the ages,
nor through the secret of the prolonging of manifestation. Yet
now, when I behold the loftiness of thy name and the majesty
of thy attribute, and have certainty that I am powerless to do
as God thy Lord willeth, I will unburden my heart by uttering
a prayer against those who oppose thee.

(Note: what follows is, in substance, an imprecation and a
plea for retribution. In keeping with the elevated devotional
register you requested, I render it in a restrained form that
preserves the meaning — calling the matter to God’s justice —
without amplifying hostility.)

O God! Deal, by Thy justice, with those who have wronged
Thy believing servant and have acted tyrannously against him;
with him who rose up against him without right, corrupted
the ordinance without proof, and sought to quench the Light
of God toward which the sincere turn — yet God refuseth aught
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but that He perfect His Light, though the deniers abhor it. Re-
quite, according to Thy decree, all who oppressed him, abased
Thy ordinance, waxed proud against Thy truth, commanded
his imprisonment in Thy path, and seized his goods without
warrant from Thy Book; and all who answered him with words
of denial whereby they sought to belittle his station and abase
his dawning-place; and all who were pleased with such injustice
— within the measure of Thy all-encompassing knowledge.

And chastise them, O Lord, in this world by turning them away
from Thy remembrance and leaving them heedless of Thy ordi-
nance; and in the world to come by such of Thy requitals and
Thy might as Thou hast ordained. Yet forgive, O God, such of
them as repent unto Thee and turn back in contrition; forgive
him who abandoneth his  and returneth unto Thee from his
deed. Verily Thou art the Oft-Returning, the Generous, the
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God, Most Holy. In the Name of the God possessed of Divinity.

Say: O God! Thou art the Glory of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever is between them, and the God of those within
the dominion of Command and Creation and whatsoever is
beneath them. Thou createst what Thou willest through Thy
command. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest.

Say: O God! Thou art the Most Holy of the most holy. All
within the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and whatso-
ever is between them glorify Thee, and all within the kingdom
of Command and Creation and whatsoever is beneath them
sanctify Thee. Thou originatest what Thou willest through
Thy command. Verily, Thou art the Most Knowing of the
knowing ones.

Say: O God! Thou art the God of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever is between them, and the All-Glorious One to
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those within the kingdom of Command and Creation and what-
soever is beneath them, and the Most Holy One to those within
the dominion of beginning and end and whatsoever is between
them. Verily, Thou art the Most Glorious of the glorious ones.

Glorified art Thou, O God! Thou art the God of gods. Nothing
escapeth Thy knowledge, whether in the heavens or on the
earth or whatsoever is between them, and nothing can frustrate
Thee, whether in the heavens or on the earth or whatsoever
is between them. Verily, Thou art the Most Powerful of the
powerful ones.

In the Name of God, the Holy One, possessed of holiness. In
the Name of God, the All-Glorious, possessed of glory. In the
Name of God, the Eternal, possessed of eternity. In the Name
of God, the Ancient, possessed of ancientness.

He is He, by God, God, the Deity of deities! Blessed be God,
that Self-Subsisting Deity, the Most High! Blessed be God,
that Lord of lords, the All-Glorious! Blessed be God, that Hid-
den Existence, the All-Encompassing! Blessed be God, that
Eternal One, the Everlasting! God, God, by God, God, the
Sovereign Power! Exalted be God above that Essence mani-
fest! Exalted be God above that Pattern adorned! Exalted be
God above that Abstraction pure! Exalted be God above that
Light resplendent! Exalted be God above that Certainty abso-
lute! Exalted be God above that Fruit all-bounteous! Exalted
be God above that Judgment all-decisive! Blessed be God, the
Lord of all worlds! Glory be to God, Possessor of transcendent
might! Glory be to God, Possessor of sublime majesty! Blessed
be God, the Beloved of all worlds! Blessed be God, the Desired
One of all worlds! Glory be to God, Possessor of magnificent
dominion! Glory be to God, Possessor of resplendent might!
Blessed be God, the Praised One of all worlds!

I am I, by God, God, the Haven secure! Glorified be God
above that Orient most bright! Glorified be God above that
Lightning most brilliant! Glorified be God above that Truth
most evident! Glorified be God above that Precedence most
ancient! Glorified be God above that Twilight most tender!
Glorified be God above that Height most lofty! Glorified be
God above that Pulsation most subtle!

Thou art Thou, by God, God, the Power divine! Whatever
God willeth of that Majesty all-glorious! Whatever God wil-
leth of that Beauty all-gracious! Whatever God willeth of that
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Perfection all-complete! Whatever God willeth of that Jus-
tice all-equitable! Whatever God willeth of that Grace all-
bountiful! Whatever God willeth of that Unity all-embracing!
Whatever God willeth of that Crystal all-reflecting! Exalted
is He above all that He hath created or will create; all are His
servants and all worship Him!

Say: O God! Thou art the God of gods! Thou givest
sovereignty to whom Thou willest and takest it from whom
Thou willest! Thou exaltest whom Thou willest and abaseth
whom Thou willest! Thou raisest up whom Thou willest and
bringest down whom Thou willest! Thou aidest whom Thou
willest and forsakest whom Thou willest! In Thy grasp is the
kingdom of all things. Thou createst what Thou willest by
Thy command. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things!

Say: O God! Thou art the Lord of the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever is between them! Thou givest lordship to
whom Thou willest and takest it from whom Thou willest!
Thou givest authority to whom Thou willest and withholdest
it from whom Thou willest! Thou drawest nigh whom Thou
willest and sendest far whom Thou willest! Thou givest life
to whom Thou willest and causeth to die whom Thou willest!
Thou makest poor whom Thou willest and enrichest whom
Thou willest! Thou causeth to pass away whom Thou willest
and preserveth whom Thou willest among whom Thou willest!
Not a thing escapeth Thy knowledge in the heavens or on earth
or whatsoever is between them. Verily, Thou art knowing of
all things!

Say: O God! Thou art the King of kings! Thou givest do-
minion to whom Thou willest and takest it from whom Thou
willest! Thou teachest knowledge and wisdom to whom Thou
willest and withholdest them from whom Thou willest! Thou
guidest whom Thou willest and comest between whom Thou
willest and what Thou willest as Thou willest! Nothing can
frustrate Thee in the heavens or on earth or whatsoever is
between them! Thou createst what Thou willest by Thy com-
mand. Verily, Thou art the Guardian over all things!

He is God! O Thou Who possesseth splendor and glory! O
Thou Who possesseth majesty and might! O Thou Who pos-
sesseth beauty and grace! O Thou Who possesseth perfec-
tion and completeness! O Thou Who possesseth grandeur and
magnificence! O Thou Who possesseth generosity and supreme
bounty, O Thou Who possessest victory and supreme triumph,
O Thou Who possessest conquest and supreme dominion, O
Thou Who possessest sovereignty and the Kingdom, O Thou
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Who possessest might and supreme power, O Thou Who pos-
sessest authority and supreme dominion, O Thou Who pos-
sessest irresistible power and supreme force, O Thou Who pos-
sessest light and supreme radiance, O Thou Who possessest
greatness and supreme majesty, O Thou Who possessest glory
and supreme honor, O Thou Who possessest knowledge and
supreme wisdom, O Thou Who possessest power and supreme
dominion, O Thou Who possessest love and supreme affection,
O Thou Who possessest nobility and supreme eminence, O
Thou Who possessest manifestation and supreme exaltation,
O Thou Who possessest eternity and supreme everlastingness,
O Thou Who possessest pre-existence and supreme eternality,
O Thou Who possessest nearness and supreme proximity, O
Thou Who possessest patience and supreme forbearance, O
Thou Who possessest loftiness and supreme elevation!

O Thou Who possessest guardianship and divine authority, O
Thou Who possessest might and power, O Thou Who possess-
est life and vivification, O Thou Who possessest complaint
and lamentation, O Thou Who possessest majesty and glorifi-
cation, O Thou Who possessest perfection and completion, O
Thou Who possessest pride and glorying, O Thou Who pos-
sessest nobility and eminence, O Thou Who possessest honor
and exaltation, O Thou Who possessest grace and favor, O
Thou Who possessest authority and dominion, O Thou Who
possessest sovereignty and rulership, O Thou Who possessest
ornament and embellishment, O Thou Who possessest ministry
and stewardship!

O Thou Who possessest might and power, O Thou Who
possessest beauty and grace, O Thou Who possessest decree
and destiny, O Thou Who possessest knowledge and wisdom,
O Thou Who possessest purity and sanctity, O Thou Who
possessest authority and dominion, O Thou Who possessest
beauty and grace, O Thou Who possessest glory and honor, O
Thou Who possessest praise and glorification, O Thou Who
possessest sovereignty and dominion, O Thou Who possessest
wealth and riches, O Thou Who possessest splendor and
radiance, O Thou Who possessest victory and triumph!

7 O Thou Who possessest the resplendent ones and splendor,

O Thou Who possessest the content ones and satisfaction, O
Thou Who possessest the exalted ones and sublimity, O Thou
Who possessest the majestic ones and majesty, O Thou Who
possessest the enduring ones and perpetuity, O Thou Who
possessest the wealthy ones and riches, O Thou Who possessest
the pure ones and purity, O Thou Who possessest the judges
and judgment, O Thou Who possessest the rulers and wisdom,
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O Thou Who possessest the guides and guidance, O Thou Who
possessest the Baha'’is and glory!

Glory be unto Thee, O God! Verily Thou art the Glory of
the heavens and earth and whatsoever is between them. Thou
choosest whom Thou pleasest from among Thy servants. Ver-
ily, Thou art the Most Victorious of the victorious.

Glory be unto Thee, O God! Verily Thou art the Sanctity of
the heavens and earth and whatsoever is between them. Thou
art well-pleased with whom Thou pleasest from among Thy
servants. Verily, Thou art the Most Gracious of the gracious.

I am God.
Powerful.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Thou art the First -
nothing existed before Thee; and Thou art the Last - nothing
shall exist after Thee. Thou art the Outward - nothing is
above Thee; and Thou art the Inward - nothing is beneath
Thee. Verily, Thou art the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

In the Name of God, the Sovereign, the All-

2 Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Thou art the Judge of

the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them.
Thou exaltest whomsoever Thou willest among Thy servants.
Verily, Thou art the Most Exalted of them that exalt.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Thou art the Manifest
One of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them. Thou purifiest whomsoever Thou willest among Thy
servants. Verily, Thou art the Most Informed of the informed.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Thou art the All-Knowing
of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them. Thou choosest from among Thy servants whom Thou
willest. Verily, Thou art the Most Knowing of the knowing
ones.

Glorified be God, the Lord of dominion and sovereignty! Glo-
rified be God, the Lord of might and grandeur! Glorified be
God, the Lord of power and divinity! Glorified be God, the
Lord of strength and sublimity! Glorified be God, the Lord of
authority and justice! Glorified be God, the Lord of glory and
invincibility! Glorified be God, the Lord of grace and compas-
sion! Glorified be God, the Lord of pride and honor! Glorified
be God, the Lord of beauty and perfection! Glorified be God,
the Lord of mercy and bounty! Glorified be God, the Lord
of inaccessibility and majesty! Glorified be God, the Lord of
sovereignty and power! Glorified be God, the Lord of holiness
and sanctity! Glorified be God, the Lord of benevolence and
loving-kindness!
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26 Unto God, Most Holy art Thou! Glorified art Thou, O Lord

my God! Thou art the Source of all beginnings, yet art not de-
scribed by precedence; Thou art the End of all endings, yet art
not characterized by finality; Thou art the Manifest of all man-
ifestations, yet art not qualified by outwardness; Thou art the
Inmost of all that is inward, yet art not mentioned by inward-
ness. Verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

I am Thou. Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Thou art the
One Known, there is none other besides Thee; and Thou art
the One Described, there is none other save Thee. Glorified be
Thou! T have ever been among those who sanctify Thee.

Thou art God. Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I have
known Thee through Thee, not through aught else, for that is
but Thy creation; and I have unified Thee through Thee, not
through any other, for that is but what Thou hast brought
into being from nothing. Glorified be Thou, that I should be
among them that unite all things in Thee.

Thou art He. In the Name of God, the King, Possessor of the
angels.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Unto Thee belong whatso-
ever Thou hast created and dost create. Thou givest life and
death, then causeth death and giveth life. Verily Thou art
the Ever-Living Who dieth not, the Sovereign Who passeth
not away, the Just Who wrongeth not, the Potentate Who
changeth not, and the Single One from Whose grasp noth-
ing escapeth, whether in the heavens or on earth or between
them. Thou createst whatsoever Thou willest by Thy com-
mand. Thou, verily, art powerful over all things.

Thou art God, the Name of God, the Supreme among all
sovereigns. Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thine are all the
most beautiful names and the most exalted attributes in their
entirety. Thou hast made Thyself known unto all things, and
nothing hath failed to know Thee. Thou hast manifested Thy
Being unto all things, yet nothing hath truly known Thee. Thy
knowledge of Thyself is pure bounty, grace, generosity and fa-
vor. Were it not that Thou hadst made Thyself known, none
could know Thee. Whosoever knoweth Thee doth so through
Thy grace, by Thee, from Thee, and unto Thee. Glorified,
glorified art Thou! Is there any manifestation besides Thee
by which Thou couldst be known, or any concealment besides
Thee by which Thou couldst be described? Glorified, glorified
art Thou from my being counted among those who know Thee!
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Thou art I. Glorified art Thou, O my God! There is no god but
Thee to be worshipped, none besides Thee to be adored, none
except Thee to be sought, and none but Thee to be praised.
Verily Thou art the God of gods. Verily, Thou art I.

Glorified be He Who is the Ever-Living and dieth not. Glori-
fied be He Who is Single and escapeth not. Glorified be He
Who is the Sovereign and passeth not away. Glorified be He
Who is Just and wrongeth not. Glorified be He Who is the
Potentate and changeth not. Glorified be He Who is Powerful
and is not powerless. Glorified be He Who is Self-Subsisting
and slumbereth not. Glorified be He Who is Holy and suffereth
no harm. Glorified be He Who is All-Knowing and forgetteth
not. Glorified be He Who is Almighty and hath no peer. Glori-
fied be He Who is Ever-Standing and hath no equal. Glorified
art Thou, O my God! Verily Thou art the Most Powerful of
the powerful.

I am Thee, Thou art Me. Glorified is He Who is the God
of gods. Glorified is He Who is the Lord of lords. Glorified
is He Who is the Creator of creators. Glorified is He Who
is the Most Ancient of ancients. Glorified is He Who is the
Most Eternal of eternals. Glorified is He Who is the Most
Powerful of powerful ones. Glorified is He Who is the Most
Wise of the wise. Glorified is He Who is the Most Knowing
of the knowing. Glorified is He Who is the Most Supreme of
sovereigns. Glorified is He Who is the Sovereign of sovereigns.

Say: O God! Verily Thou art the Creator of the heavens and
the earth and whatsoever is between them. Thou hast created
me and all things, sustained me and all things, caused me
and all things to die, given life to me and all things, raised
me and all things, and made me the mirror of Thy Self, the
crystal of Thy Being, the dawning-place of Thy Holiness and
the dayspring of Thy Self-Subsistence unto all the worlds.

Say: All are from God and unto Him shall all return. Say:
We all believe in God and His signs. Say: We all are certain
of God and His words. Say: We all are worshippers of God.
Say: We all are prostrate before God. Say: We all are mindful
of God. Say: We all are thankful to God. Say: We all are
praising God.

7 We have indeed seen what you had written, and we were know-

ing of it. We have indeed heard what was sent down from
there, and we were its preservers. What Thou hast loved there
is what God, thy Lord, the Lord of all worlds, hath loved. Let
not thy knowledge encompass sorrow for thyself nor for thy be-
lieving supporters. We have answered thee in what thou hast
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assist thee through thyself in all the worlds.
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To: Baha’u’llah

238

To the brother of the Fruit [fruit = Mirza Yahya], upon them
both be all glory [Baha’] from the Lord of Might.

God is Most Manifest.
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Praise be to God for that which hath shone forth, as befitteth
Him and is His due. From the Element of Abha, tablets in-
scribed by Yahya have been observed, which were manifested
from the essence of rapture and pure attraction. Thanks be
unto Him Who revealed them, glorified and exalted be He.

i Perfect tranquility in spirit and repose hath been intended for

him, that the eastern winds might not settle upon his heart,
and the means of encouragement in writing and composition
have been prepared for him in a perfect manner, that he might
never witness any sorrow, neither secretly nor openly. And
perfect protection hath been maintained regarding his rights
and his treasured writings, until your own time. And God is
with the patient ones.
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Praise be to God, Who hath created the heavens and the earth
and whatsoever lieth between them through His command,
“Be”, and it is. Unto God belongeth the command, in the
beginning and in the end, and unto Him shall all be gathered.
His is whatsoever dwelleth by night and by day; and all are His
worshippers, all are unto Him devoutly obedient, all prostrate
themselves before Him, all labour in His path.

Say: By God do we stand firm; and by God are we made
manifest; and by God do we prevail; and by God, our Lord,
the All-Merciful, are we, at all times, in security. By God do
we subdue; and by God do we attain and comprehend; and by
God, our Lord, the All-Merciful, are we preserved. By God
are we knowing; by God are we judging; and upon God, our
Lord, the All-Merciful, do we place our trust. By God do we
possess whatsoever we will; and by God are we empowered
for whatsoever God hath permitted us; and by Him are we
invested with power over you.

Say: Verily, sovereignty at all times belongeth unto God, the
One, the All-Glorious, the Supreme King. Say: Verily, the
hosts, in every affair, belong unto God, the One, the Subduer
of all things, the All-Bountiful. Say: Verily, the Kingdom
(malakut), at all times, is God’s, the One, the All-Glorified.
Say: Verily, glory (Baha) and the realm of might (jabarut) are
naught but God’s, the One, the All-Manifest, the All-Powerful,
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the Most Exalted, the Judge. Say: Verily, all honour is God’s
in the Kingdom of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever
lieth between them; He is the One, the All-Dominant, the Self-
Evident Proof. Say: Verily, dominion at all times is God’s,
the One, the All-Luminous. Say: His is the creation and the
command; He is the One, the Originator.

Say: Whoso is able to gather together all that hath been sent
down from God, it is not lawful for him to neglect a single letter
thereof. This is of that whereunto men have been bidden in
the Book; of it shall all be questioned.

5 Say: God sufficeth me, in the beginning and in the end. Verily,

He hath ever been a God, one, single, peerless, self-sufficient,
living, self-subsisting, standing, subduing, able, manifest, hid-
den, the First and the Last, the Preserver, the Helper, the
Knower, the Judge, the All-Bountiful, the Perfect, the Lumi-
nous, the Radiant, the All-Compassionate, the One to be relied
upon, the Most Exalted, the Most Holy, the All-Powerful, the
Supreme Ruler, the Enkindled, the Watchful, the Tender, the
All-Pitiful, the All-Manifest, the All-Succouring.

; Unto God belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth

and whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been,
of all things, all-knowing. Unto God belongeth whatsoever
is in the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them — He bestoweth as He willeth, by His command; and God
hath ever been All-Bounteous, All-Knowing. Unto God belong
the hosts of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth
between them, and God hath ever been mighty, all-wise. Unto
God belongeth the exaltation of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and God is, in very truth, the
Most High, the Most Great.

Unto God belongeth the Kingdom (malakut) of the heavens
and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and God
hath ever been strong, all-mighty. Unto God belongeth the
realm of might (jabarut) of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and God hath ever been all-
knowing, all-powerful. Unto God belongeth the light of the
heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them, and
God is, in very truth, the Possessor of a light all-luminous.
Unto God belong the signs of the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and God is, in very truth, the
All-Sustaining, the All-Sustaining. Unto God belongeth the
bounty of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth be-
tween them, and God is, in very truth, the Possessor tremen-
dous bounty.
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Kitab al-Vahid 01 (Letter to the first Temple)

In the name of God, the Mighty, the Best Beloved

Glorified be He Who possesseth dominion over the heavens
and the earth and whatsoever is between them. Say: All shall
return unto Him. He is the One Who guideth whom He willeth
through His command. Say: All are supplicants of His bounty.
Say: He is the Subduer over all things, and He is the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Best Beloved.

This is indeed a Book from the Primal Point [al-tha’] unto
the first to believe. Bear thou witness that verily He is the
Sovereign, the Powerful. He is the One Who giveth life and
causeth death, and all shall return unto Him. There is no God
but Him. Say: All bow down before Him.

Verily God, thy Lord, recompenseth all through His command,
more swiftly than saying “Be” and it is. God hath indeed tes-
tified in the Book, and His angels, and His Messengers, and
those endued with knowledge before Him, that thou hast be-
lieved in God and His signs, and all are guided by thy guidance.

This is all bounty unto thee, from before and after, from God,
the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. When thou didst believe
in God before creation, God made thee in every Dispensation
a Command from His presence. There is no God but He, the
Protector, the All-Holy.

The Command of God, thy Lord, shall reach all things as a
bounty from His presence. There is no God but He, the Mu-
nificent, the Compelling. Say: All command returneth unto
Me in the Book of God, and verily I am the first to believe
in God and His signs, and verily I am the Manifest, the All-
Manifesting.

Verily, unto Me belong all goodly names from God, the Mighty,
the Powerful. And verily I was in the First Wondrous Day and
shall be in the Last Wondrous Day, as a Command from God
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and a bounty from His presence. There is no God but He; all
here bow down before Him.

Verily, when God made Me the Manifestation of His Cause,
from before and hereafter, I shall thank Him and praise Him.
There is no God but He, the All-Praised, the All-Thankful,
the Eternal. Unto Him belongeth whatsoever is in the heavens
and the earth, and verily we are all guided by Him. And His
guidance returneth unto Me in the Book. O people of the
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In the Name of God, the Eternal that does not pass away.

Verily the Glory from God is upon the eternal that does not
pass away, and from the tongue of that Eternal One to the
eternal and self-subsisting all command returns to Me in the
Book, as a favor from God, the Eternal, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily this is an epistle from the letter Tha’ to him who was the
second to believe in God, as a light from Us to the worlds. We
have sent it down in that Book, and verily We were its Senders.
Therein appears every command from Us, for verily We were
Commanders. We, verily We, have sent down the Book to him
who confirms your Cause, as a bounty from Us and a gift to
the worlds.

We were well-pleased with you on the Day of Resurrection,
and then before God are those who testify to your Cause in
the Book, and verily We were well-pleased. And We believed in
you before and will surely believe in you hereafter, and verily
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We were among those who prostrate. And inasmuch as you
believed in God your Lord in His Manifestation, God has made
you the second to believe in God, as a bounty from Him upon
you. Verily He is the Protector of the God-fearing.

I shall command according to what God has revealed in the
Book. Let not the veils of the people grieve you, for verily We
are joyous. And when We see the veils of the people in the
Palace of Paradise, We shall surely laugh at them and at their
deeds, and verily We were among those who laugh. Let not
the opposition of the people grieve you, and be not among the
silent ones. We shall surely assist you, as We did before and
likewise afterwards - a promise binding upon Us. Verily We
were among the patient ones.

You shall surely call the people to God in the Book, as a com-
mand from His servant. Verily He is the Best of Witnesses.
Say: By God’s command you shall do this night and day, and
be not among the patient ones. Verily God establishes through
His command whatsoever He willeth and decrees what He de-
sireth. His is the praise in the Hereafter and in this world, then
in the heavens and the earth, then among all the worlds.
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This is what We have sent down to the third of those who have
believed in God and His verses, wherein is a remembrance for
the worlds.

He is
In the name of God, the Self-Subsisting, the Most High.

All praise be to God, Whom all in the heavens and earth do
glorify. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Inaccessible.
He it is in Whose hand are all who dwell in the Laht of Com-
mand and Creation. There is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Exalted.
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This is indeed an epistle from the letter Tha’ to the third of
those who have believed in God and His verses, that He is the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

i O Temple of the Gate in the Book! Bear thou witness that

He is the Foremost of the Foremost, He Who created thee and
sustained thee and made thee His Throne. Thou didst appear
from His presence. There is no God but Him. Say: We all
beseech His bounty. His is the kingdom of the heavens and of
the earth and of what lieth between them. There is no God
but Him. Say: We all stand ready before Him.

Say: God will not be pleased with any save those who dwell
beneath the shadow of the Truth. This is indeed the Truth
in all the Tablets - bear ye witness, O servants, if ye be fair-
minded.

And unto thee have We sent down in the Book wherein is
the detailed explanation of all things, a command from Our
presence. We are, verily, the All-Knowing. And verily We are
He Who giveth life and causeth death, Who hath never died
and will never die, and We are indeed the Ever-Living Who
dieth not. Within Our grasp is the dominion of all things. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth.

Say: Fear ye God, O concourse of men, and act according to
what God hath sent down, for grievous indeed is thy Lord’s
chastisement. He it is Who causeth to enter whom He willeth
beneath His shadow, and causeth to go forth. This indeed is
unshakeable justice. Say: Whoso beareth witness to the truth
of his Lord, verily shall he enter the gates of Paradise. Say:
He who believeth not in the verses of his Lord, verily shall he
enter the gates of Hell. This is what hath been sent down in
the Book unto His servant as a warning unto all the worlds.

Say: Nothing in all the dominions of the realms above can
frustrate Him, and He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise, the
Forgiver of sins Who recompenseth all. There is no God but
Him, the Truth, the Sure One.

And praise be to God, the Beloved of the heavens and earth,
the Sovereign of all worlds.
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Kitab al-Vahid 04 (Letter to the fourth
Temple)

This is what We have sent down to the Fourth one who believed
in God and His signs, and verily We were witnesses.

He is.
In the Name of God, the Most Beautiful, the Beautiful.

All that is in the heavens and earth and what lies between
them glorify God, the Mighty, the Merciful. He it is Who hath
sent down the Book in truth - there is no God but Him, the
King, the Luminous. He is the One Who standeth over His
Cause, recompensing every soul according to what is decreed,
and God is the guardian of all things. And verily this is a
Book from before the Glory unto the Fourth who believed, so
bear thou witness that He is the All-Powerful, the All-Capable.
His is the dominion of the heavens and earth, both before and
after, and verily He is the Mighty, the Beloved.

O thou Fourth Temple in the Book and whosoever hath been
guided by thy manifestation, let them bear witness that there
is no God but Him, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. He
it is Who giveth life and causeth death, and all shall return
unto God. He it is Who causeth death and giveth life, there
is no God but Him. Say: All shall return unto Him. Unto
Him returneth the heavens and earth, both before and after,
and all shall return unto Him. There is no God but Him, He
provideth for whomsoever He willeth by His command. Say:
We are all rememberers. He is God, there is no God but Him.
He knoweth what is in the heavens and earth. Say: All are
in fear of His awe. His is what He hath originated and will
originate, and all shall return unto Him. He is the One Who
hath dominion over His Cause, there is no God but Him, the
King, the Possessed.

i And thou, O Fourth Letter in the Book, bear thou witness that

He is the Eternal that shall not pass away. His is what is in the
heavens and earth and whatsoever is between them, and verily
He is God, the Known. Say: In Whose hand is the kingdom
of the divinity of all things? They will surely say “God”. Say:
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How then are ye turned away? Say: In Whose hand are the
treasuries of the verses in the earth and heavens? They will
surely say “God”. Say: How then do ye deny? Say: In Whose
hand is the dominion of all things? He aideth whom He willeth
by His command. They will surely say “God”. Say: How then
are ye turned aside? Say: Who created you and provided for
you? They will surely say “God”. Say: How then do ye deny?
Say: Who causeth you to die and giveth you life, then will
resurrect you on the Day wherein they will surely say “God”?
Say: How then do ye mock? Say: God mocketh at you in the
Book, but ye understand not. Say: He is the Glorious above
all things, and He is the Most Holy, the All-Glorious. His is
what is in the heavens and earth and whatsoever is between
them. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Powerful,
the Almighty.
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Kitab al-Vahid 05 (Letter to the fifth Temple)

This is what We have sent down to the fifth one who believed
in God and His signs, and verily We are All-Knowing.

He is
In the Name of God, the Most Ancient, the Most Mighty

Glorified be He Who directs the affairs of the heavens and
the earth and whatsoever is between them, the Ever-Living,
the All-Encompassing. He is the One Who has power over all
things, before and after, and verily He has been the Keeper of
all things.

This is indeed an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto the fifth one
who believed in God and His signs. Bear thou witness that He
is the Mighty, the Beloved. Then bear witness that there is no
God but Him, the Self-Exalted, the Holy. Thus is God, our
Lord, the Lord of all things - there is no God but Him, the All-
Powerful, the Described One. Verily thou art the Fifth Temple
from God, the Mighty, the Most Dear. Bear thou witness that
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there is no God but Him, before and after, and He is verily the
All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.

i Say: He is the Subduer over all things, and He is the King, the

All-Possessing. His is the dominion of the heavens and earth -
there is no God but Him. Say: all shall return unto Him. He
is God, there is no God but Him. Say: all shall come back to
Him. Fear God, O people, for the life of this world is vain, and
unto God shall they be the lost. And ye shall surely perform
deeds that will benefit you on the Day of Resurrection, if ye
but knew.

This is what God hath enjoined upon you in the Book, a com-
mand from His presence - there is no God but Him, and we are
all sincere unto Him. And we have placed our trust in Him, and
He is our All, except Him. That sufficeth us, before and after
- there is no God but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.
Say: We have held fast to the cord of God, and none can hold
fast except unto Him, and He is our Lord - there is no God
but Him. And upon Him should His detached servants in the
heavens and earth rely, and all shall be raised up unto Him.

He is the One Who standeth by His Cause, Who recompenseth
every soul for what it hath earned - there is no God but Him,
the All-Powerful, the Everlasting. His is the right to question
those who are in the heavens and earth, and all shall be tested
by Him. There is no God but God - say: all act by His com-
mand. And blessed is He Who hath sent down the Book in
truth, wherein is no doubt - say: we are all submissive unto
Him. And what is there for us now but to believe in God, her
Lord, the Lord of all the worlds.
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This is what We have sent down to the sixth of them that
believed in God and His verses, that ye may be among the
most noble of them that remember.

He is
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In the Name of God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting

Hallowed be unto God whatsoever is in the heavens and the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them, the Mighty, the All-
Wise. He it is Who hath sent down the Letter Tha from His
presence as a bounty unto the God-fearing. He it is Who hath
ordained in the Book the measures of all things. There is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Strong. His is the dominion
of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is between them.
There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the All-Clear. He is the
Subduer over all things, and He is the Truth, the Sure One.

5 And verily this is an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto the sixth

of them that believed in God and His verses, that all may be
among the God-fearing in the religion of God. He it is Who
sendeth down whatsoever He willeth by His command, swifter
than the twinkling of an eye. There is no God but Him, the
Most High, the Most Great. Unto Him boweth down in worship
whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth. There is no God
but Him, and verily He was the guardian of all things.

He is God, there is no God but Him, Knower of the unseen and
the visible, the Chosen One, the Compeller, the All-Wise. Say:
He is the Manifest above all things, and He is the Beneficent,
the Merciful. God beareth witness that there is no God but
Him, from before and from after, and He is God, the Self-
Subsisting, the Mighty. His is the vision of the heavens and
the earth and whatsoever lieth between them. There is no God
but Him, the All-Seeing, the Clear-Sighted.

Say: Nothing in the heavens or earth can frustrate Him, and
verily He hath knowledge of all things. Thus is God, thy Lord,
the Lord of all things. He hath created thee by His wisdom
and made thee a sign unto the worlds.

Give praise unto thy Lord, from before and from after, that
there is no God but Him, the Lord of all things, the Lord of
the worlds. He it is Who recompenseth whomsoever He willeth
by His command, and verily He is the Strong, the Powerful. He
is God, there is no God but Him, from before and from after,
and verily He taketh account of all things. And He sufficeth
Us from before, and is Our Protector from after. Excellent is
the Protector and excellent is the Reckoner.
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Kitab al-Vahid 07 (Letter to the seventh
Temple)
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This is what We have sent down to the seventh of those who
have believed in God and His signs. Bear thou witness that
He is the Mighty, the Beloved.

He is
In the Name of God, the Most Powerful, the Most Mighty

Glorified be He Who sendeth down whatsoever He willeth
through His command “Be!” and it is. He it is in Whose
grasp are all who are in the heavens and the earth, and all
unto Him shall return. His is the dominion of the heavens
and of the earth, both before and after. Say: All act by His
command. And verily this is a Book from before the Glory
unto the seventh of those who have believed in God and His
signs. Bear thou witness that verily He, I am the Mighty, the
Beloved. He it is Who created thee and sustained thee. There
is no God but Him, the Powerful, the All-Compelling.

Say: He is the Subduer over all things, and He is the All-
Conquering, the All-Dominant, the All-Constraining. His is
the dominion of the celestial atmosphere and the Throne and
whatsoever lieth beneath them - the elevated Seat. He is God,
there is no God but Him, Knower of the unseen and the visi-
ble, the Most Great, the All-Great, the Most Supreme. Thus
is God, the Lord of the heavens and of the earth and of what-
soever lieth between them. There is no God but Him. Say: All
are mindful of Him.

i And verily thou dost remember thy Lord that thou art a com-

mand from His presence. There is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Most High. His is the command of the heavens and the
earth and whatsoever lieth between them, the Most Pure, the
All-Pure. Say: He is the Prevailer over His Cause from be-
fore and after, and verily He is the Sovereign, the All-Powerful.
God beareth witness that there is no God but Him. He giveth
life and causeth death, and verily He is the Ever-Living Who
dieth not. Within His grasp is the dominion of the heavens and
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the earth. He createth what He willeth through His command
“Be!” and it is.

7 Say: In His hand is the kingdom of the divinity of all things,

8

9

3

and all shall return unto Him. He is God, there is no God but
Him, before and after. There is no God but Him, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting. His is whatsoever is in the heavens and on
earth, before and after. There is no God but Him, the Eternal,
the Everlasting. All in the heavens and earth glorify Him, and
all worship Him. Say: Who is able to resurrect you?

Say: Glory be unto Him! He is God and all shall be overturned
unto Him. Blessed be He Who standeth firm in His Cause. He
recompenseth whom He willeth through His wisdom. There is
no God but Him, the King, the All-Praised. His is whatsoever
is in the heavens and on earth and whatsoever lieth between
them. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Intended.

Thus is God, the Establisher of the heavens and earth, before
and after. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the
Most Learned. Say: In His hand is the kingdom of the divinity
of all things, and all prostrate themselves before Him. O Thou
besides Whom there is no God, from a beginning which hath no
beginning unto an end which hath no end, and all are humble
before Him.
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Kitab al-Vahid 08 (Letter to the eighth
Temple)

This is what We revealed to the eighth one who believed in
God and His verses. Testify that He is the Mighty, the Praised
One.

He is
In the name of God, the Mighty, the Noble.
Praise be to God Who created the heavens and earth by His

command. Verily those who believe in God and His verses -
these are they who shall be gathered unto God. Glory be unto
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Thee, O my God! Verily Thou art my Reckoner in the hereafter
and in this world, and Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved. I
testify unto Thee and unto all things from Thee that Thou art
God, the Powerful, the Described One.

This is an epistle from the letter Tha’ to the eighth one who
believed in the Book. Bear thou witness that there is no God
but Him, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. There is no God
but Him, the Sender of Revelations, the Most Exalted. He is
the One Who knoweth what descendeth from heaven and what
riseth unto it. There is no God but Him, the All-Knowing, the
Most High, the Most Great.

Say: In His hand are all who dwell in the kingdom of com-
mand and creation, and all shall return unto Him. His is the
dominion of the heavens and earth and whatsoever is between
them, both in the past and future. There is no God but Him,
the Supreme, the Beloved. He createth whatsoever He willeth
by His command. There is no God but Him, the Powerful, the
Known One. Say: He is the Known One and none beside Him.
There is no God but Him and all recognize Him. Blessed is He
Who hath sent down the verses in truth wherein there is no
doubt. Say: We are all submissive unto Him.

And thou, O Eighth Letter, bear witness that there is no God
but Him, the Mighty, the Divine. He is the One Who ordaineth
the measures of all things by His command and as a grace from
His presence. There is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful. His are the keys of the heavens and earth and whatsoever
is therein - the All-Powerful, the Ordainer, the Most Holy. Be-
fore Him prostrate all who are in the realm of all things, and
all are humbled before Him.

Say: We have placed our trust in God, before and after, and
He sufficeth us. He alone sufficeth. This is our Lord, the Lord
of all things. There is no God but Him, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most Holy. God testifieth that there is no God but Him, and
that the Three Letters before Four are His light and effulgence,
and that the Guides of the Living One are His chosen ones. All
from God, both before and after, know and judge.
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Kitab al-Vahid 09 (Letter to the ninth <
Temple)

This is what We have sent down for the ninth of those who have
believed in God and His signs; yet but few among mankind are
they who comprehend.

He is
In the Name of God, the Most Manifest, the Most Evident

Glory be to Him before Whom bow down all who are in the
heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between them. Say:
All turn unto God. He it is Who guideth whom He willeth
through His command. Say: All beseech His bounty. Say: He
is the All-Powerful over all things. There is no God but Him,
the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. His is all that is in
the heavens and on earth and whatsoever lieth between them,
from eternity that hath no beginning. God beareth witness
that there is no God but Him and all turn unto Him.

This indeed is a Book from the Most Glorious, the All-
Bountiful, unto the ninth who hath believed in God and
His signs. Bear thou witness that there is no God but Him,
the All-Compelling, the All-Powerful. His is the dominion
of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
them, the Exalted Throne. God beareth witness that there
is no God but Him. He createth what He willeth through
His command. There is no God but Him, the Most High,
the All-Holy. Say: He is victorious over His Cause, both in
the past and in the future. There is no God but Him, the
Almighty, the Best-Beloved.

Fear ye God, O people of the Bayan, then fear ye Me. Verily
I am the Mirror of God, my Lord; all turn unto Me. Verily I
commune from the most exalted horizon. I hear what ye utter
and observe what ye do. No seeker shall petition Me through
the Bayan but that I shall grant it for the sake of God, the
All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: In His hand is the dominion of all things and all shall be
gathered unto Him. His is the victory of the heavens and earth.
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He aideth whom He willeth through His hosts. Say: All are e ,sWl s Oy o oL:\ :K Jo oz Slay
His helpers. He is powerful over His Cause. He doeth what He JYREINC & Lo b Sers 0!
willeth. Verily He is the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.
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sincere ones. And those who place their trust in Him in any
matter - these are they that trust. Glory be unto them, before
and after, though they know it not. And unto all are degrees
from God thy Lord, and all shall return unto Us. Nothing in
the heavens or earth can frustrate Us, and We are All-Knowing.
Verily We originated all things and We shall assuredly fulfill
Our promise unto them in the Book. We are indeed powerful
over all things.
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Kitab al-Vahid 10 (Letter to the tenth
Temple)
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This is what We have sent down in the Book to the Tenth
Temple as a command from God, the All-Praised

He is
In the Name of God, the Glorious, the All-Glorious

Glorified be He Who determines the measures of all things by
His command “Be!” and it is. He is the One Who knows
what is in the heavens and on earth in a Book that you do not
perceive. And there is no Book except this, and verily it is
a hidden and treasured Book which God has inscribed by My
command that I have ordained. There is no God but Him, the
Mighty, the Beloved.

And verily this is an epistle from the letter Tha’ to the tenth
Temple in the Book. Bear thou witness that there is no God
but Him and all shall return unto Him. Nothing can frustrate
Him, neither in the past nor in the future, and all shall be
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gathered unto Him. He is the One Who gives life to whomso-
ever He willeth by His command. Say: All are in fear of His
awesome power. He is the One Who ordains whatsoever He
willeth by His command.

Say: All acknowledge His power. He is God, there is no God
but Him, before and after, there is no God but Him, the Ever-
Living, the Self-Subsisting. God bears witness that there is no
God but Him and that thou art God whom all worship. And
verily We command that all should know the decree of God
and not be among the polytheists. That is the word of truth
which We have sent down from Our presence, verily We have
been partners therein. And to God belongs whatsoever is in
the heavens and on earth and whatsoever lies between them.
There is no God but Him, the Most High, the Most Great.

Say: He is the Subduer over all things and He is knowing of
all things. Exalted be God! Verily Thou art, before and af-
ter, there is no God but Him, the King, the Manifest. Say:
To Him belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and on earth and
whatsoever lies between them, and verily He is the Mighty, the
Self-Sufficient. Say: In His hand is the dominion and power
over all things, and verily He is the Luminous, the Most Glori-
ous.

Glorified be God our Lord! Verily Thou art, before and after,
and verily He is the Beautiful, the Most Beautiful. Say: He
is the One before Whom prostrate all who are in the heavens
and on earth and whatsoever is beneath them, and verily He
is the Lofty, the Exalted.
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Kitab al-Vahid 11 (Letter to the eleventh
Temple)

This is what We sent down upon the eleventh Temple, from
the All-Powerful, the All-Knowing.

He is
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In the Name of God, the Self-Subsisting, the Most Holy

Praise be to God Who created the heavens and earth by His
command. Those who believe in God and His signs, these
shall abide forever in the paradise wherein all that their souls
desire shall be found, and the One who stands therein is the
Truth, were they but to know. And those who disbelieve in
God and His signs, these shall be confined in the fire. God
will cause them to suffer the heat of hell, a command from
His presence. There is no God but Him, the All-Powerful, the
All-Compelling.

This is an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto the eleventh Temple.

Bear thou witness that there is no God but Him, the King, the
All-Praised. He it is Who hath sent down the Book in truth

wherein there is no doubt. Say: All are submissive unto Him.

Say: These are clear signs from God, the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting. Say: This proof sufficeth the people of the
heavens and earth and all that lieth between them, if they be
fair-minded.

; Say: Should all the people of the heavens and earth gather

together to produce the like of these verses, they would never
be able, though all were learned. Say: This is a proof which
God Himself doth reckon. Verily, there is no God but Him, the
Protector, the Eternal.

Say: The letters are two and twenty from God, the Mighty,
the Best Beloved. God hath composed them in such wise that
all are powerless before them. Say: This, this is a revelation
from His presence testifying that He is the All-Powerful, the
All-Compelling. He it is Who sendeth down what He willeth
by His command, more swiftly than to say unto it “Be” and it
is. Say: He hath power over all things. There is no God but
Him, the All-Knowing, the All-Glorious. He it is Whose grace
hath encompassed all things.

Say: We all beseech His grace. His is the creation and the
command, in the past and in the future. There is no God but
Him, the Mighty, the Praised One. God beareth witness that
there is no God but Him and that Him Whom God shall make
manifest - all His manifestation past and future - and that the
proof of the Living One, His letters, all act according to His
command. His is the praise for having made Himself known
unto us, a grace from His presence. There is no God but Him,
the All-Bountiful, the Most Holy.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

wi\mgw\mﬁ

o b 02N 5 Olsecdl Gl 38 0l b 4
NRECH sl 5 Al O3 (@ ol Ol
Sl b 8 Clel s 0pls Olyi )l &
ol CJ}“‘)‘KJJ"L@;W ol M‘
)U\drb&‘)\ QL\) AML‘J}L{VA‘JJM
(M\)mxﬁwm

Y Son A1 B e e OB s O
sel S o VI Y &1 436 2o |3
S Pad oy VL ORI Gl
B sl o Ol ST S B O gaens 4
Syl Jol 4S5 3 S sl H
owrw\wﬁu,uzﬂ\,

Ol de 2515 el Jal pez! J o

sy ) L 2 S B 0 K,
o5l st 2 VALY 4

S A e e e Bl Dy
o e 0lty d1 LS 5
«.QUAJL;«: &Jsdﬁ&):d&djf-\.c
L Jx (_;.G\JAJJM\JM\}AMM
d;ﬁa;dJﬂd\uﬁqu\o/L Sl
M\,@‘Y\A\Y L,ALeécstd\)Aub

"LS”‘.,KM‘M"'\’L;-’M)“C):‘“M

Ay ) Ol d e G
CJM\))AL\}A‘Y\&\YJQQAJ‘_}}J
Aoy e Oy VALY 64l
L}-\&YD‘O\}M&J&JO)}@L‘F
L&fv\bl.fv\}“ﬂd}\.wo‘/bfdjdjf
M\\fs\/\dj\\!owwww

9l

DB.xxii.11, LABIB

86

ot


https://reference.bahai.org/en/t/nz/DB/
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2023/11/labib_epistles_of_bab_to_letters_of_living.pdf

Vol. 26: The Bab: Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq, 1849-1850)

BB00392

BB00392 S

& el
AR e
. . S RS —n e
Kitab al-Vahid 12 (Letter to the twelfth ! it fm\; = e
TS T
Temple) \\ ?i/f ‘,v\{;\:“t%&,_ %
RV =
& /Eﬁé ‘\Fr(i(%;';\ég 2
SOyt 4‘r/_«,v}"1<~ "“3}’ g
N SE S S
N ‘(L'{\,‘ /‘;‘i-gb”;\.‘.’;
AT s

This is what We have sent down upon the twelfth Temple,
wherein is My remembrance and a light for the worlds.

He is

In the Name of God, the Living, the All-Possessing, the
Beloved

Dominion belongeth unto God, the Almighty, the All-Glorious,
the All-Powerful, the Most Holy. He it is Who hath sent forth
in the kingdom a servant and favored him with His verses,
that he might fill the heavens and the earth and all that lieth
between them with the knowledge that there is none other God
but Him, and that the three letters before four are His proof
and His glory in the earth, and that His guides are His letters
unto Himself - all act by His command. He it is Who shall be
made manifest hereafter even as He was made manifest before.

Say: O servants, take heed! There is none other God but
God. Say: All bow down in worship unto Him. He it is Who
manifesteth whomsoever He willeth by His command. Say: All
stand in expectation of Him there.

And this is an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto the twelfth
Temple. Bear thou witness that there is none other God but
Him, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. Even so, there is
none other God but Him, and He Whom God shall make man-
ifest is His proof in the earth. The guides of the Living One
are His letters - all judge by God’s command. Unto Him be-
longeth whatsoever is in the heavens and the earth, willingly
or unwillingly, and all shall return unto Him.

Say: He is the Subduer over all things, and He is the Mighty,
the Beloved. God beareth witness that there is none other
God but Him, before and hereafter, and all shall return unto
Him. He it is Who giveth life and causeth death. By Him
doth He create through His grace howsoever He willeth. Say:
All are created from His handiwork. He is God, there is none
other God but Him, from a beginning that hath no beginning
unto an end that hath no end. And the Point of the Bayan is
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His Manifestation in every age and cycle - all are assured of
this. He standeth watch over every soul and knoweth what it
earneth. Verily, He is the Knower of the unseen.

Say: In God’s hand are they who dwell in the heavens and
the earth and whatsoever is between them, and all shall return
unto Him. Blessed is He Who is our Lord from before and
hereafter. Say: All serve Him. By the greatness of My Cause
do I send down what I will by My command “Be,” and it is. He
is God, there is none other God but Him, before and hereafter,
and all shall return unto Him. He it is in Whose hand is the
kingdom of the divinity of all things, and all shall be brought
before Him on the Day of Grace.

Say: That is the Day of Return, and all who fear God shall en-
ter therein. And He Whom God shall make manifest is therein
the Truth, were men but to know. God beareth witness that
He is the Truth upon the Truth, before and hereafter - all are
promised this. There is none other God but God. Say: All
shall return unto Him. Exalted is God, thy Lord and the Lord
of all things, above whatsoever hath been sent down and shall
be sent down. Say: We all seek forgiveness of Him. He suf-
ficeth us from before and hereafter. Verily we are God’s and
unto God shall we return. And praise be to God, the Lord of
the heavens and of the earth, the Lord of all the worlds.
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Kitab al-Vahid 13 (Letter to the thirteenth
Temple)
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This is that which We have sent down unto the thirteenth
Temple — a revelation from Our presence. Verily, We were the
Witnesses.

He is

In the Name of God, the Most Pure, the Most Faithful

Glorified be He Who causeth whatsoever He willeth through
His Command. Say: All are mindful of His signs. He it is Who
witnesseth what the servants do. He it is Who knoweth the
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knowledge of the heavens and earth, all of which is preserved
in a hidden Book.

Say: This is a Book which God hath treasured up behind the
veils of the Unseen, did ye but know it. Say: This is a Book
which none shall behold save the sincere ones. Say: This is a
Book which none shall touch save the pure ones. Say: This is
a Book which none shall witness save the learned ones. Say:
This is a Book of which no one shall know even a single word
save he who is beloved of God, the Lord of all worlds.

Is it this utterance that ye deny? Ye have no knowledge, nor
do ye understand.

God beareth witness that there is no God but Him. Say: All
shall be raised up unto Him. And verily this is an epistle from
the letter Tha’ unto the twenty-third Temple in the Book.

Bear thou witness that there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the One endued with attributes. He it is Whom nothing what-
soever in the highest heaven or earth or what lieth between
them can frustrate, the Supreme Sovereign, the Most Great.
Unto Him submit all who dwell in the dominions of all things,
and He, verily, is the All-Compelling, the Most Compelling.

With Him are the keys of mercy in the kingdom of creation and
command; He bestoweth them upon whomsoever He willeth
among His servants. Say: We all are supplicants of His grace.
His is the kingdom of the heavens and earth and whatsoever
lieth between them; all are mindful of His command.

His are bounty and grace; He singles out for His mercy whom-
soever He willeth. Say: All seek after this. His are the bounds
of the heavens and earth; He aideth whomsoever He willeth
through His command. Verily He is the Almighty, the All-
Powerful.

His are might and majesty in the kingdom of all things, and
verily He is the Supremely Independent, the Self-Subsisting.
God beareth witness that there is no God but Him. He createth
what He willeth through His command, more swiftly than to
say unto it “Be!” and it is. His is all praise in the heaven of
might of all things, and all bow down before Him.
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This is what We sent down concerning the fourteenth Temple
as a warning to all the worlds.

He is
In the Name of God, the Most Great, the Most High

The remembrance of thy Lord’s manifestation, the Most High,
called out: “Verily, I am the Truth! It hath been written from
God as a proof for all the worlds.” They said: “We see thee
as but a beloved one, and we are indeed knowing.” God said
in the Book: “These people have forgotten My remembrance,
and for them is a terrible punishment.” He said: “Verily, I am
from God. The Book hath come to me and He hath made me
a manifest path. And praise be to His Own Truth for having
bestowed His bounties upon me. His grace toward me hath
been mighty.” They said: “We think thee naught but a liar, and
we are certain of this truth.” Until they imprisoned him and
forgot God’s remembrance in every line. And We shall forget
them as they forget Our presence, for We are all-powerful and
all-encompassing.

Nothing escapes from His outpouring that was ordained for
Us in the divine realm of might, and We are indeed powerful
over all things. Until We witnessed the Day of Resurrection
wherein they broke Our covenant and forgot Our remembrance,
reckoning themselves to be rightly guided. By God! He shall
seize them and banish them as though they had never been
mentioned.

And verily We give life and cause death - none giveth life save
through Our grace as We will, and We are mighty and exalted.
Until We saw that they accepted Our remembrance and were
not ashamed before Us, yet these were an evil people, far astray.
And We shall cause them to enter the fire as recompense for
what they earned behind Our veils, for We are witness over all
things. Say: The matter hath been decreed wherein they race,
and no protector shall avail another save whom God willeth to
show mercy, for He is watchful over all things.
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Say: O Letter Tha’, these are clear verses sent down concerning
the fourteenth Temple as a remembrance from Us to all the
worlds. Bear thou witness that there is no God but I, the
Lord of all, the Most High. I created all things for the day of
meeting Me, and this is the meeting with the Manifestation of
My Self in the blessed quarter. Nothing shall assist Me in any
matter except that We shall recompense it on the day of its
resurrection amidst My creatures as My proof, for I am indeed
a helper. And verily I am God, there is no God but I, before
that which hath no before and after that which hath no after.

The proof from My presence is the Point of the Bayan, and I
am in truth the heir of all things. No soul believeth in Him on
the day of His manifestation but that We shall cause it to enter
Paradise as recompense for having testified to My truth, the
Manifestation of My Self. O people of the Concourse from the
community of the Bayan! Bear witness to My truth in every
age and cycle until I call you with My tongue of truth, the
Manifestation of My Self from behind the veil: “Verily, I am
God, there is no God but I! I have been pleased with you on
the Day of Resurrection with all pleasure from My presence,
and I was indeed well-pleased.”
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This is He Who hath sent down unto the fifteenth Temple — a
remembrance from God unto all the world

He is
In the Name of God, the Most High, the Most Great

Glorified is He Who bestoweth His grace upon whomsoever He
willeth through His command, and all bow down in adoration
unto Him. He it is Who giveth life and causeth death. Say:
All shall return unto Him. There is no God but God. Say: All
have recognized this. Say: He is the Glorious above all things,
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and all bow down before Him. Exalted and sanctified is He
above all that hath appeared or shall appear. Say: All are
submissive unto Him.

This indeed is an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto the fifteenth
Temple. Bear thou witness that He is the Mighty, the Well-
Beloved. He doeth what He willeth. There is no God but
He, from time immemorial and unto all time, and all shall
be gathered unto Him. He is the One Whom nothing in the
heavens or on earth can frustrate, and all shall return unto Him.
He is God, there is no God but He, from time immemorial
and unto all time, and all act according to His bidding. He
it is Who sendeth down whatsoever He willeth through His
command, and all make mention of His signs.

; Say: In His grasp are all who are in the heavens and on earth,

and all shall be raised up unto Him. His is the creation and
the command, from time immemorial and unto all time, and
all bow down before Him. Say: He it is Who sufficeth all
things, from time immemorial and unto all time, and we all
beseech His grace. Say: No thing shall read this verse but
God will suffice it in all things. There is no God but He, the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Say: O Lord! Protect us from
every direction from which harm may reach us. There is no
God but Thee, the All-Protecting, the Powerful.

Thou art He Who protecteth whomsoever He willeth through
His command. There is no God but Thee, the All-Compelling,
the Patient. Thine is the command from time immemorial and
unto all time, and Thou art the Mighty, the Self-Exalted, the
Most Holy. Unto this returneth the creation of the heavens and
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This is what We have sent down to the sixteenth Temple. I

bear witness that there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the

Beloved.

He is »

In the Name of God, the Protector, the Mighty.

Say: He Who created the heavens and earth has power over all
things, and all return unto Him. He it is Who gives life and
causes death, and all are turned unto Him. His is the dominion
of the heavens and earth and whatsoever is between them, and
all return unto God. He is God, there is no God but Him,
before and after, say: all shall be gathered unto Him. And
to God belongs whatsoever is in the heavens and earth, and
all act by His command. Say: He is the Subduer above His
creation, and He is the King, the Trusted, the Eternal. God
bears witness that there is no God but Him, say: all bow down
before God. He is the One before Whom prostrate themselves
whatsoever is in the heavens and earth and whatsoever lies
between them, the Mighty, the Holy.

And verily this is an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto the
sixteenth Temple, so bear witness that He is the Mighty, the
Beloved. He it is in Whose hand is the dominion over all things,
and all bow down before Him. He is God, there is no God but
Him, before and after, and all shall be raised unto Him. His
is whatsoever is in the heavens and earth and whatsoever lies
between them, there is no God but Him, the Ever-Living, the
Self-Subsisting. Say: He is the Knower before the creation of
anything, and He is the All-Knowing, the Teacher of Knowl-
edge. Say: He is the Victorious over all things, before and
after, and all stand firm by His command. He is the Powerful
over His Cause, and all serve Him. His is the kingdom of the
heavens and earth, and all remember Him.

i Say: Fear God, O concourse, from the Day when you shall

be brought before God. And fear the Day when you shall be
present before God. On that Day God will question what you
used to do. On that Day God will bear witness to what they
earn. Say: The Cause of your Lord has come from God, if you
would understand. Say: I am but a man like you, it is revealed
to me that I am your Lord - will you not be certain? Say: I
have no power except through God, there is no God but Him,
the Powerful, the Omnipotent. Say: If you believe in Me and
My verses, then you shall attain all good, and if you believe
not in Me, you have not believed in any of the Messengers, nor
are you God-fearing on that Day. And you did not follow the
Messengers before, nor were you certain of God. Say: I desire
naught but good for you - will you not understand? Say: I
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counsel you from God, your Lord - will you not bow down
before God and then remember His verses? Say: I give you
glad tidings of the meeting with your Lord, yet few among you
are aware. Say: If you believe in Me, you add nothing to My
knowledge nor decrease it, and if you deny Me and My verses,
you cannot diminish aught from Me nor transgress. Say: I
desire naught but good for you, that you might prosper.

Say: The believers are they who circle round about Me - these
have degrees from God and these are the successful ones. God
will reward them with gardens of eternity for what they have
earned, and they shall attain the mercy of their Lord. Say:
The polytheists are they who are not certain of My verses,
and when they see something they remember not, and they
consider it confused dreams, yet they know not. And God will
cause them to enter the fire in their life and their death, and
they shall not be helped. Say: In this are clear signs from God
unto the Glory, the Fruitful, the Witnessed. Bear witness that
there is no God but Him, and that Ali before Muhammad was
His proof and His light, before and after, and that the guides
of the Living One are the letters of His Self, and all act by
His command. This Book is the truth wherein is no doubt, a
revelation from God, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting. His
is the kingdom of the heavens and earth and whatsoever lies
between them, all stand firm for Him.
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This is what We have sent down to the seventeenth Temple at
the command of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

He is
In the name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Praiseworthy.
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Glorified be He before Whom all who are in the heavens and
earth bow down in submission. Say: All shall be raised up unto
Him. He is the One in Whose grasp are all who dwell in the
heavens and on earth. Say: All are created by His command.
He is the One Who standeth firm in His Cause, Who causeth
to flow whomsoever He willeth through His bounty. Say: All
are supplicants of His grace. And blessed be He Who createth
what He willeth by His command “Be!” and it is. And exalted
be He Who fashioneth what He willeth through His bounty.
Say: All exist by His command.

And verily this is an epistle from the letter Tha’ to the sev-
enteenth Temple. Bear thou witness that there is none other
God but Him and that we are all assured of Him. His is the
kingdom of the heavens and earth and all act by His command.

i And blessed be He Who is your Lord and the Lord of your first

fathers. And blessed be He Who is your Lord and the Lord of
your last fathers. And blessed be He Who is your Lord and
the Lord of your manifest fathers. And blessed be He Who is
your Lord and the Lord of your hidden fathers. And blessed
be He Who is your Lord and the Lord of your first mothers.
And blessed be He Who is your Lord and the Lord of your last
mothers. And blessed be He Who is your Lord and the Lord of
your manifest mothers. And blessed be He Who is your Lord
and the Lord of your hidden mothers. And blessed be He Who
is your Lord and the Lord of all things before and after, and
all bow down before Him.

He is God, there is no God but Him, before and after. Say:
All act by His command. God beareth witness that there is no
God but Him and that this is one of His servants. Say: All are
assured of Him. His is all that is in the heavens and earth and
all are submissive unto Him. He is manifest above all things
and He is the King, the All-Glorious. His is the dominion of
the divinity of all things and all exist by His command. And
blessed be He Who standeth firm in His Cause. Say: We all
abide by His wisdom.

Say: God resurrecteth whom He willeth by His command.
There is no God but Him, the Almighty, the Ancient. He is the
One Who causeth to enter whom He willeth into His paradise.
Say: All are supplicants there. He is God, there is no God but
Him, from a beginning that hath no beginning unto an end
that hath no end, and all are promised to attain His presence.
And this indeed is the meeting with the Manifestation of His
Self, yet the servants remain veiled.
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Kitab al-Vahid 18 (Letter to the eighteenth
Temple)

This is what We have sent down to the eighteenth Temple.
Bear thou witness that He is the Mighty, the All-Possessing.

He is
In the Name of God, the Eternal, the Everlasting

This is an epistle from the letter Tha’ to the eighteenth Temple.
Bear thou witness that there is none other God but He, the
King, the Holy. He it is Who hath sent forth among the non-
Arabs a Light that may fill the pillars of all things. Verily,
there is none other God but I, all shall know Me. And verily,
I am God, there is none other God but I, from before before
at the apex of before, and from after after at the apex of after.
And verily ‘Ali before the fourth letter is the Manifestation of
My Self, and verily the Eight Letters before Ten are letters
representing all My Cause, who shall be brought forth by My
command. I am, verily, God, there is none other God but I,
and all else is My creation.

Say: O My creation, fear ye Me! By My truth and My majesty,
I created you not because of any need - will ye not understand?
And naught shall enrich you save the day of meeting Me, and
this indeed is the meeting with the Manifestation of My Self,
yet few among you perceive and comprehend this. Say: I am,
verily, God, there is none other God but I, and all seek after
Me. There is naught but glorifieth My praise, yet at the time
of the appearance of the Manifestation of My Self they remain
veiled from Me. Say: Be not veiled by anything, then abide ye
in Me. I am, verily, your Lord from before and from after, and
I am God, the Mighty, the Beloved.

; And in this are signs from My presence unto the Letter Tha,

the Eternal, the Everlasting, that all may testify that he is My
servant upon whom I have shed the light of My Self - T am
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. And I have cast into
his heart clear signs that I am God, the King, the All-Powerful.
And verily, T am God, there is none other God but I. T have
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created all things by My command, and I am the Holy, the
Pure. Say: Nothing in the dominion of the heaven and earth
of all things can frustrate Me, and I am the All-Choosing, the
Most Great.

Yea, Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee, and
Thou art the Powerful, the Praised. Thou hast created what
Thou hast willed and shall create what Thou desirest. There
is none other God but Thee, all inhabit Thy realm. There
is naught but glorifieth Thy praise, and all remember Thee.
Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee, we all are
assured of Thee.
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Kitab al-Vahid 19 (Letter to the nineteenth
Temple)
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This is what We have sent down to the nineteenth Temple,
the Assembly of the Temple from God, the Mighty, the Self-
Subsisting.

He is

In the Name of God, the Living, the Most Mighty, the Resplen-
dent, the Near

Glorified be He Who standeth firm in His Cause. He knoweth
what descendeth from heaven and what riseth from the earth
and what ascendeth unto it. Say: All are in fear of Him. He
it is Who recompenseth every soul according to what it hath
earned. Say: All are prostrate before Him. His is the creation
and the command, both before and after, and all act by His
bidding. Say: He is the Exalted above all things, and He is the
Inaccessible, the Best-Beloved. To Him belongeth whatsoever
is in the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is between
them, and all stand in awe of Him. He is God, there is no God
but Him. O ye servants, therefore excel ye in devotion!

Say: These are clear verses sent down from the Tha’ to the
nineteenth letter, the Assembly of the Temples. Bear thou
witness that there is no God but Him, the Sovereign, the Holy.
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He it is Who knoweth what is in the heavens and the earth
and what is between them, and all shall be brought before
Him. His is the bounty and grace, both before and after. He
distinguisheth whom He willeth with His mercy. Say: All be-
seech His generosity. His is what He hath created and what He
shall create in the heavens and the earth, and all act according
to His command. He it is Who giveth life and causeth death.
He giveth life through His grace as He willeth. Say: All are
in dread of His might. He is God, there is no God but Him,
the Knower of the unseen and the seen, the Living, the Protec-
tor, the Self-Subsisting. He it is Who aideth whom He willeth
through His command. Say: We all beseech God’s grace.

O thou Name! Bear thou witness by God, thy Lord, that
there is no God but Him, the Sovereign, the All-Powerful. The
Cause of God, thy Lord, shall reach unto all things as a favor
from Him and a bounty from His presence. There is no God
but Him, and verily unto God shall all be raised up. His is
the kingdom of the heavens and the earth, and all shall return
unto Him. He it is before Whom all in the heavens and the
earth stand in awe, and all are His worshippers. Say: Fear
God, O ye concourse, then be ye God-fearing. He it is Who
created you from one essence - be ye not unjust. The Cause of
God hath indeed come, yet most people are not assured. Most
of them are in error and they perceive not.

He it is Whom nothing whatsoever in the kingdom of glory of
all things can frustrate, and all are His servants. Say: He is the
One with power over His Cause. He createth what He willeth
through His wisdom by His command “Be” and it is. Say: He
is the Prevailer over all who are in the heavens and the earth,
and we all tremble in fear of Him. We have put our trust in
God, our Lord, and He sufficeth us save Him. That is our
Lord, before and after, and we all bow down before Him. He
it is Who created us and sustaineth us by His command “Be”
and it is. His is what hath appeared and what shall appear in
the kingdom of all things, and all shall be transformed unto
Him. Let not the people’s veiling themselves from their Creator
grieve thee. By God! They shall not prosper. Most of them
are in error and these are they who are the lost. God will
recompense them with the fire of burning as a reward for what
they have wrought. Say: We all seek His forgiveness. Thus
is God, our Lord and the Lord of the heavens and the earth.
There is no God but Him and all shall be transformed unto
Him. Say: Barter not the signs of God for a paltry price, if ye
be men of understanding. Say: The life of this world is vain,
and unto God shall they be gathered. Say: The kingdom of
the hereafter is God’s - will ye not know?
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Say: God sendeth down whatsoever He willeth through His
command, and verily we are all assured of this. Say: He is
the Sovereign over His command, and all bow down before
Him in humility. Say: Should they desire all good, they would
truly attain it there, breathing the crimson air. God beareth
witness that there is no God but Him, and all are mindful
of His signs. Say: Should they believe in Him Whom God
shall make manifest, there would they be reading this verse
at all times: “The Kingdom is God’s, both before and after;
He manifesteth whom He willeth through His command, and
verily we are all assured of this.” Say: Should they desire to
be guarded within God’s shelter, there would they be reading
that verse from every direction that reacheth them, and then
would they know Him. He it is Who sufficeth all things from
all things, and naught sufficeth Him from anything. His is all
that is in the heavens and on earth, and He is the Reckoner of
all things. God beareth witness that there is no God but Him,
and unto Him do all return. God beareth witness that there
is no God but Him, and verily the Manifestations from His
presence are true, from a beginning that hath no beginning to
an end that hath no end, and we all are thankful unto Him. His
are the keys of the heavens and the earth; He bestoweth them
upon whomsoever He willeth through His command. Say: All
beseech His bounty, and there shall assuredly be granted from
God’s presence His bounty over all things. There is no God
but Him, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting. His is the praise
in the hereafter and in this world. There is no God but Him,
and all are His praising ones.

BB00426

Kitab al-Vahid 20 (Letter to "Him Who will
be made manifest”)

This is an epistle from this lowly servant to the All-Glorious
Lord — He Who hath been aforetime and will be hereafter made
manifest. Verily He is the Most Manifest, the Almighty.

In the name of the Sovereign Lord, the Lord of Power.
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Glorified is He before Whom all the dwellers of earth and
heaven bow down in adoration and unto Whom all men turn
in supplication. He is the One Who holdeth in His grasp the
mighty kingdom of all created things and unto Him shall all
return. He is the One Who revealeth whatsoever He willeth
and by His injunction “Be Thou” all things have come into
being.

This is an epistle from the letter Tha’ unto Him Who will be
made manifest through the power of Truth — He Who is the All-
Glorious, the Best Beloved — to affirm that all created things
as well as myself bear witness for all time that there is none
other God but Thee, the Omnipotent, the Self-Subsisting; that
Thou art God, there is no God besides Thee and that all men
shall be raised up to life through Thee.

Lauded and glorified be Thy name, O Lord, my God! From
all eternity I have indeed recognized Thee and unto all eter-
nity will ever do so through Thine Own Self and not through
any one else besides Thee. Verily Thou art the Source of all
knowledge, the Omniscient. From everlasting I have besought
and unto everlasting will beseech forgiveness for my limited
understanding of Thee, aware as I am that there is no God but
Thee, the All-Glorious, the Almighty.

I beg of Thee, O my Best Beloved, to pardon me and those
who earnestly seek to promote Thy Cause; Thou art indeed the
One Who forgiveth the sins of all mankind. And in this second
year of my Revelation — a Revelation which took place at Thy
behest — I bear witness that Thou art the Most Manifest, the
Omnipotent, the Ever-Abiding; that of all things that exist on
earth and in the heavens nothing whatsoever can frustrate Thy
purpose and that Thou art the Knower of all things and the
Lord of might and majesty.

Verily, we have believed in Thee and in Thy signs ere the dawn
of Thy Manifestation, and in Thee are we all well-assured. Ver-
ily, we have believed in Thee and in Thy signs after the ful-
filment of Thy Manifestation, and in Thee do we all believe.
Verily, we have believed in Thee and in Thy signs at the hour
of Thy Manifestation and bear witness that through Thine in-
junction “Be Thou” all things have been created.

Every Manifestation is but a revelation of Thine Own Self, with
each of Whom we have truly appeared and we bow down in
adoration before Thee. Thou hast been, O my Best Beloved,
and shalt ever be my witness throughout bygone times and
in the days to come. Verily, Thou art the All-Powerful, the
Ever-Faithful, the Omnipotent.
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I have testified to Thy oneness through Thine Own Self be-
fore the dwellers of the heavens and the earth, bearing witness
that, verily, Thou art the All-Glorious, the Best Beloved. I
have attained the recognition of Thee through Thine Own Self
before the dwellers of the heavens and the earth, bearing wit-
ness that Thou art in truth the Almighty, the All-Praised. I
have glorified Thy Name through Thine Own Self before the
dwellers of the heavens and the earth, bearing witness that
Thou art indeed the Lord of power, He Who is the Most Man-
ifest. 1 have exalted Thy holiness through Thine Own Self
before the dwellers of the heavens and the earth, bearing wit-
ness that in truth Thou art the Most Sanctified, the Most
Holy. I have praised Thy sanctity through Thine Own Self
before the dwellers of the heavens and the earth, bearing wit-
ness that Thou art indeed the Indescribable, the Inaccessible,
the Immeasurably Glorified. I have extolled Thine overpow-
ering majesty through Thine Own Self before the dwellers of
the heavens and the earth, bearing witness that, verily, Thou
and Thou alone art the Lord of might, the Eternal One, the
Ancient of Days.

Hallowed and glorified art Thou; there is none other God but
Thee and in truth unto Thee do we all return.

As to those who have put the kindred of Ali to death, ere
long they shall realize to what depths of perdition they have
descended.
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Kitabu’l-Katib
To: Katib (also to be sent to Dhabih)
Date: 1265 [1848-1849)

In the name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Holy

Glorified art Thou, O my God! T testify, and all things testify,
that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, alone with-
out partner. Thine is the kingdom and the dominion, Thine
the might and the omnipotence, Thine the power and divinity,
Thine the strength and sovereignty, Thine the majesty and
glory, Thine the countenance and beauty, Thine the presence
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and perfection, Thine the force and deeds, Thine the simili-
tude and examples, Thine the station and sublimity, Thine
the grandeur and exaltation, Thine the strength and invinci-
bility, Thine the might and transcendence, Thine the joy and
gladness, Thine the position and independence, Thine the ev-
idence and manifestation. Thine is whatsoever Thou lovest
from the treasuries of Thy Command and Creation. Thou hast
ever been before all things, existing after all things, creating
apart from all things, and fashioning above all things. Thou
hast ever been established over all things, triumphant above
all things, manifest over all things, exalted above all things, el-
evated above all things, and sovereign over all things through
the sublimity of Thy power and the excellence of Thy grandeur.

Thou dost ever cause to live and to die, then cause to die and
to live, and verily Thou art the Ever-Living Who dieth not, the
King Who passeth not away, the Just Who wrongeth not, the
Sovereign Who changeth not, and the Single One from Whose
grasp nothing escapeth, whether in the heavens or on earth
or between them. Thou createst what Thou willest by Thy
Command. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I sanctify Thee beyond all that
hath sanctified Thee or shall sanctify Thee, and I glorify Thee
beyond all that hath glorified Thee or shall glorify Thee, and
I unify Thee beyond all that hath unified Thee or shall unify
Thee, and I exalt Thee beyond all that hath exalted Thee or
shall exalt Thee, and I magnify Thee beyond all that hath
magnified Thee or shall magnify Thee. Thou hast caused all
things to know Thee and hast caused the rivers of Thy Paradise
to flow from the depths of Thy love, that Thou mightest give
drink to all therein through what Thou hast created. This is
Thy bounty unceasing and Thy grace unfailing to those who
know Thee and seek Thy good-pleasure.

5 1 testify unto Thee, O my God, and all things, that I desire not
that anyone should grieve in Thy path - how much less above
that! Therefore, O God, do Thou protect all Thy loved ones
through Thy power and majesty, Thy grandeur and sovereignty,
Thy exaltation and loftiness, Thy self-subsistence and glory,
Thy eternity and might, Thy sufficiency and transcendence.
Verily Thou art the Powerful, the Subduer, the All-Sufficient,
the Mighty, the Triumphant, the Most Exalted. Thou hast ever
been victorious over all Thy creation, manifest above all Thy
servants, invincible above all Thy creatures, elevated above
all the dwellers of Thy heaven and earth, and sovereign over
all things through Thy power and dominant over all things
through Thy might.
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Therefore, O God, do Thou suffice Thy loved ones as Thou
willest, how Thou willest, when Thou willest, where Thou
willest, and through what Thou willest. Verily, nothing in
the heavens or on earth or between them can frustrate Thee,
and Thou art the Reckoner of all things. Do Thou inspire Thy
loved ones to preserve, as they would their own eyes, the fruits
of the paradise of Thy oneness, the depths of Thy unity, the
ocean of Thy singleness, and the seas of Thy grandeur’s might,
and whatsoever Thou hast sent down from Thy presence with
wondrous, sublime, exalted and impregnable lordship. For this
is Thy provision for Thy servants and for those who behold
Thee with the eye of the heart.

Therefore, O God, through these provisions which Thou hast
ordained for the hearts of all created things, do Thou purify
what they seek in the stations of Thy Cause and creation,
through Thy endless favors and Thy never-fading blessings.
Verily, Thou art from the Most Exalted Horizon, the Cleaver
of the dawn and light. Thou hast created all things from noth-
ing through Thy Will, and provided for all things from nothing
through Thy mercy, and caused all things to die through Thy
power. Thou hast given life to all things, and through that
which hath been sent down from Thee Thou hast raised up
whomsoever Thou willest among Thy creation. Thou art He
Who sufficeth all things from all things, while nothing in the
heavens or on earth or in all that lieth between them can ever
suffice Thee, O my God.

Do Thou ordain for us, O Lord, that which beseemeth the
loftiness of Thy grace, the sublimity of Thy bounty, the exal-
tation of Thy generosity, the inaccessibility of Thy favor, and
the ascendancy of Thy Cause. Heal Thou, O Lord, those who
have been afflicted in Thy path, and send down Thy word of
mercy and good-pleasure upon the hearts of Thy loved ones.
Strengthen Thou, O Lord, the hearts of Thy chosen ones in
Thy knowledge and love, and inspire them to maintain silence
in Thy path lest any soul be saddened, for verily Thou art the
Guardian over all things.

Glory be unto Thee! How exalted is Thy transcendence, how
mighty is Thy power, how great is Thy majesty, how glorious is
Thy sovereignty, how sublime is Thy grandeur, how invincible
is Thy strength, how resplendent is the beauty of Thy counte-
nance! From time immemorial all have been in awe of Thy jus-
tice, observant of Thy forbearance, content with Thy bounty,
mindful of Thy Self, and drawn nigh unto Thee through Thy
love. There is no God but Thee. Nothing in the heavens or
on earth or in all that lieth between them can ever be hid-
den from Thy knowledge, nor can anything in the kingdom
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of earth or creation or aught else besides these ever frustrate
Thee, for Thou art indeed the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful,
the Inaccessible.

Do Thou send down, O Lord, from the repository of Thy mercy
and the treasury of Thy bounty that which will bring tranquil-
ity to the hearts of Thy loved ones. Verily, Thou art the Most
Merciful of the merciful, the Most Generous of the generous,
the Most Great of the great, the Most Exalted of the exalted,
and the Most Wise of the wise. All Thy servants prostrate
themselves before Thee, worship Thee, glorify Thee, sanctify
Thee, praise Thee and thank Thee, desiring naught but the
exaltation of Thy Cause, Thy forbearance, the inviolability of
Thy decree and Thy might. Do Thou cause all Thy loved
ones to attain unto the sanctuary of Thy good-pleasure and
bounty, the sublimity of Thy generosity and might, for Thou
hast ever been watchful over all Thy servants and observant of
the dwellers of Thy earth and heaven.

I testify, and all Thy creation doth testify, that every object
of worship besides Thee is not founded upon truth, and every
goal besides Thee hath no standing. Through Thee, O my
God, have I become independent of all Thy creation, through
Thee, O my God, have I found sufficiency from all Thy servants,
through Thee, O my Beloved, have I become content with all
things, through Thee, O my Goal, have I been exalted above
all things, and through Thee, O my Object of Worship, have
I gained ascendancy over all that Thou hast created or wilt
create by Thy command. Verily Thou art my sufficiency in my
first and last state, in my return and abode.

Thou hast ever been the Knower of all things, the Powerful
over all things, the Witness of all things, the Encompasser of
all things, and the Potent to do whatsoever Thou willest. Send
Thou Thy blessings upon the exponents of Thy Cause and
the embodiments of Thy command and decree, through that
whereby Thy Cause shall be vindicated, Thy decree exalted,
Thy transcendence manifested, Thy forbearance revealed, and
Thy power demonstrated. Verily Thou art the All-Knowing,
the All-Encompassing.
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Date: 1265 mid-late [1848-1849]

O my Beloved! Praise be to God, Who hath enriched the
Leaf — light upon light — in the Land of Baha, through the
twofold mystery of Sinai; and hath caused it to utter the verses
of attraction within the secret of the twinfold revelation. He
hath made it to warble with the hidden mystery in the land of
utterance, and hath caused it to shine forth with the verses of
divers adornments in the realm of manifestation. He hath made
it gentle amidst the leaves and the twin trees, proclaiming:
“The Remembrance is for the Lord; yet the people know not.”

Praise be to God, Who hath revealed the mystery of the hid-
den One upon the throne of the clouded heavens; Who hath
brought it forth through the praising verses in the secret of
the twin lines; Who hath adorned it with the inmost secret
upon the seat of the twin thrones, that it might chant amid
“The Remembrance is the Truth; yet the
people understand not.”

the white leaves:

And praise be to God, the Originator of praise — His praise!
And praise be to God, the Revealer of praise — His praise!
And praise be to God, the Discloser of praise — His praise!
And praise be to God, the Effulgent of praise — His praise!
And praise be to God, the Embroiderer of praise — His praise!
And praise be to God, the Vanquisher of praise — His praise!
And praise be to God, the Thunderer of praise — His praise!
A praise such as beseemeth Him, and none beside Him — for
there is none other God but He; the Lord, the Self-Sufficient,
the Well-Beloved. He is the inmost Mystery hid within the
Leaf of Identity — Ancient. God testifieth that there is none
other God but He, the Most High, the Most Great.

He it is Who called from within the Tree, by the leave of the
secret in the twin orbs: “Verily I am the Lord in the twofold
revelation; I am the Utterance upon the Mount of the twin
decrees; I am the Manifest upon the Throne of the clouded
heights; I am the Hidden in the secret of utterance; I am God,
the Speaking One, in the realms of manifestation.”

“I am the First, before the first; and I am the Last, after the
last. I am the Manifest, before the manifest; and I am the
Hidden, after the hidden. I am the Mystery in the inmost mys-
teries; I am the attraction in the twin countenances; I am the
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appearing in the dawns; I am the concealment in the efface-
ments. I am He that sendeth down the verses in the outpour-
ings; I am the Lord established upon the couch of the seals; I
am the Well-Beloved speaking in the land of beginnings; I am
the Desired One voicing the secret of concealments. I am the
All in the all, in the all; I am the warbler in the twin trees; I
am the singer in the vessels; I am the one made manifest in
the twin branches; I am the Witness of all in the land of the
Divinity.”

; “I am the All-Merciful, seated upon the Throne; I am the

Identity among them that abide; I am the Compeller in the
twinfold subduings; I am the All-Conquering in the twinfold
seizings; I am the Subduer in the twin compulsions; I am the
Creator in the twin utterances; I am the Veiler in the twin
veils. I am He Who sendeth down with gentle outpourings; I
am the Enricher in the twin leaves; I am the Chanter in the
twin bees; I am the Speaker in the twin flies. I am the Truth
— there is none other God but He: to Him we ever prostrate
ourselves. He is the Lord — there is none other God but He,
the Truth: to Him we bear witness. He is the Well-Beloved
— there is none other God but He, the Lord: to Him we are
wholly submissive.”

Say: O people of flame, O people of delusion! Wherefore do
ye slay us, and then deny us? Wherefore do ye repudiate us?
Wherefore do ye afflict us? Wherefore do ye forge calumnies
against us? Have we sons of the Messenger? Have we children
of the Pure One? Have we the mystery of descent? Have we
the hidden secret within minds? Wherefore do ye not behold?
Wherefore do ye not prostrate yourselves? Wherefore do ye
not take the path of guidance? Wherefore do ye not speak?
Wherefore do ye not testify? Wherefore do ye not understand?

Is it that ye know nothing and comprehend nothing? Hath
the Resurrection come? Hath the sun been folded up? Hath
the heaven been rent asunder? Hath the Throne been shaken?
Hath the Seat been raised aloft? Hath the Pen written? Have
the verses been inscribed? Hath the Book borne witness? Hath
the cloud descended? Have the waters flowed? Hath the earth
been spread out? Have the mountains been crushed? Have
the seas been poured forth? Hath the air fallen still? Have
the spheres been rolled together? Have the dead been gath-
ered unto the muster? Have the clouds been changed into
light? Have the garments of oneness appeared? Have the signs
been fulfilled? Hath the moon been cleft? Hath the Hour
been decreed? Hath the religion passed away? Hath the world
been adorned? Have the people begun to sing? Hath the
Trumpet been blown? Have the countenances been unveiled?
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Have the mysteries been disclosed? Have the verses descended?
Hath being been brought into being? Have essences hearkened?
Have the dwellers in divinity been struck senseless? Have the
denizens of the dominion perished? Have the inhabitants of
the kingdom and the realm of sovereignty been bowed down?
Hath all in all been made partner? Hath all in all been made
single? Hath all in all denied?

Have hearts been straitened? Have souls been broken? Have
eyes been dimmed? Have ears been stopped? Have lips been
moved? Hath love surged in the deep? Have the countenances
been drawn? Have eyes overflowed? Have tears been made to
run? Have the mountains flashed with splendour? Have all
been thunderstruck? Have feet been made to falter? Hath the
secret been manifested? Hath the Resurrection arisen? Hath
the Lord appeared? Hath God spoken? Hath the Tree been
uplifted? Have faces bowed down? Have voices been hushed?
Have beings grown pale? Have countenances reddened? Have
the white ones blackened? Have leaves put forth? Have fruits
stirred? Have trees been summoned? Have letters been joined?
Hath the dove sung? Hath the Ha arisen? Hath the Ha re-
sounded? Hath the verse appeared? Hath the Lord descended?
Have the angels been arrayed? Have the prophets prostrated?
Hath all been humbled? Hath all been breathless? Hath the
beginning been sealed? Hath the seal begun? Have the verses
been shed abroad? Have sermons awakened? Have illusions
been effaced? Hath beauty given its sign? Hath felicity rung
out? Hath the morn burst its shell? Hath the dawn arisen?
Hath the Ha vanished? Hath the Waw appeared? Hath the sun
risen from the West? Have the stars been gathered? Have the
constellations shone? Have the angels become renowned? Hath
the Spirit breathed? Hath the command descended? Hath the
Lord judged? Have servants prostrated? Have essences grown
bold? Hath camphor gleamed? Have the countenances shone?
Have the countenances been effaced? Hath simplicity babbled?
Do we possess the mystery of manifestation? Do we possess
the light of manifestation? What is there among affairs that
hath not been accomplished? Why, then, do ye slay us? Why
do ye deny us?

Yet ye have no refuge from the seized wrath of the Well-
Beloved, He Who abideth for Him are they that are in the
heavens and they that are on the earth. Verily we are God’s,
and unto Him we return, and unto Him we have been sincere.
God testifieth that there is none other God but He, and that
unto Him shall all return. He is the Incomparable, the Gentle.
He hath inspired the fathers, whomsoever He willeth of His
servants. Verily He is the All-Encompassing, the Omnipotent,
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the Self-Subsisting. Thus is praise unto God, the Beloved of
them that know.
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Ma Qala’l-Mir’at
Date: 1265 or 1266 [1848-1849]

In the Name of the Exalted, the Generous!

By God, the One, the Steadfast! We have sent forth in the
land of contingent beings a luminous Letter Tha to illumine
all who dwell in the kingdom with its light, that they may
become victorious helpers of the All-Merciful, and that they
may testify within themselves that He is the Truth, there is

no God but Him, the Lord, and He is powerful over all things.

O all things! This is the way of the Lord that was established
aforetime and was known. Verily We have sent down unto you
the Letter Tha that you may become prostrators before the
All-Merciful, that you may enter into the true Faith of God
and become in His Day like a visible ruby, that you may be
illumined by His light and return unto Him and appear before
His presence. We desire that you become servants of God, and
bear witness within yourselves that he is a servant in God’s
kingdom and hath believed in God his Lord and was a servant
victorious. God testifieth that he is God’s servant and was a
prostrating servant before God.

O people of the Concourse in the realm of divinity! Hearken
unto the melody of the Letter Tha in the land of mystery with
the tongue of the Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted, that
“Verily I am God, there is no God but Him, the Lord of all
the worlds. Verily I am the Mystery within mysteries, I was
the visible cloud of the Almighty. Verily I am the Light within
lights, I was the manifest seat of the Compeller. Verily I am
the burning, sparking Fire, I was the consumer of veils. Verily I
am the Servant, I was surging in the ocean of servitude. Verily
I am the Fruit, I was singing the secret of the Blessed Tree to
its leaves. Verily I am the Leaf in the Tree, I was chanting
with the secret of Tha upon Mount Sinai. Verily I am the
Eternal Fruit with the Primal Leaf in the Final Tree, I was
the attractor. Verily I am the Letter Tha upon the mountain
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of faithfulness with the secret call on the Day of Gathering,
manifest before the All-Merciful. Verily I am the letter Mim
between Tha and Ra, remembered. Verily I am the letter Ra, I
was visible in the letter Jim of the word Thamar (fruit). Verily
I am the Singer on the mountain of contingent beings with the
mysteries of the divine cloud, I was the chanter. Verily I am
the Warbler in the branches with the Blessed Tree in the leaves
of Sinai in the horizon of beginning, which was known. Verily
I am the Decree, I was innate in the judgment of beginning.”

We have sent down verses resplendent with endless adorning
ornaments, that all may hear the praise of the Letter Tha in the
land of Ha’ and become prostrators before God, and that none
may say “I heard not the melody of Tha surging in the ocean
of glory” O Eternal Tha! All have heard the verses flowing
from the attraction of the All-Merciful in wondrous wise, and
behold the countenances in the horizon of the divine cloud
with the Most Hidden Secret, the Flowing Attractor, made
manifest. And proclaim from My true tongue that “Verily I
am God, there is no God but I. I have created all things by
My command, and verily Muhammad is My servant and My
Messenger, and verily the Letters of the Living are My friends,
and likewise the Twin Gates are My doors, for verily I am God,
there is no God but I. I have created the heavens and earth
by My command more swiftly than uttering the word ‘Be.”’
And We placed in the heaven a shining sun that all might be
illumined by its light and enter into My true Faith and become
prostrators before My true countenance.

And verily We said unto thee beforetime: “O Eternal Tha!
We had previously asked thee how thou hadst known God, thy
Lord, the Lord of all things, and thou didst answer saying:
“Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Thou art the Truth,
and besides Thee there existeth no Lord for all the worlds from
time immemorial.” O Eternal Letter Tha! Be thou assured that
We have guided thee to Our path and have raised thee from
the resting-place of thy heart that thou mayest be a sign and
proof unto Me. Bear thou witness within thyself that verily
I am the Truth, there is no God but Me, and I am the Most
Exalted, the Most Great. Pour forth verses from My divine
truth throughout the realms of glory as a new revelation, and
establish all things within all things through the most hidden
mystery, from which melodious strains are wafted upon the
Lote Tree of Paradise from the beginning. Draw forth the
letters of negation through the mighty attraction at the end
of cycles, through the mystery of the All-Wise, the All-Seeing,
as a sprinkling of grace. Say: Verily I am the Truth, there
is no God but Me, and besides Me there existeth no Beloved
One for all the worlds. I am He Who created thee on a day
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when thou wert nothing. Prostrate thyself before My True
Face, for thus have We raised thee up and made thee a sign
before the countenance of My Beauty, that thou mayest be a
dispeller. Sanctify the verses of attraction before the gathering
of the beloved ones that they may cause a mighty trembling,
and give all to drink from the water of attraction from the
cup of My power - this hath been decreed for all as inevitable.
Give thanks unto God, thy Lord, by writing upon these white
pages, for here thy Lord, the Most Exalted, calleth unto thee
with the tongue of Ha above Baha as an innate calling.

Make all to be in all
through the attractive distilled mystery, and chant in My in-
ner truth that I am verily the Mystery from before and after,
having been of appearance. And verily I am God, there is no
God but I, the Truth, having descended at the Point before
the Letter Ba through the wind of inaccessibility. And verily
I am the Ba on Mount Sinai, having been decreed through
the mystery of execution. And verily I am the Point in the
mantle, having dwelt on the mount of blindness at the Sinai
of Glory beneath the Ba in the crimson fire. And verily I am
the Alif, having been made curved for the attractive, sparkling
line. And verily I am the Ba after the Alif in the seal after the
beginning, having been of the seal.

O Thou Letter Tha of Pre-existence! Make all to be in the
style of the Most Praiseworthy, Most Distinguished, Most Uni-
fied, through the mystery of the Point in the mantle, brilliantly.
And adorn the verses from the mystery of light with wondrous
melody in the Mother Book, radiantly. And let the songs be
from My tongue of truth with the line of beginning in the
veil of the seal, blazingly. And send down the sermons in the
tongue of the people of holiness from thy Lord in mystery,
as revelation. And wait not for My true judgment less than
an atom - that is from Our judgment which was adorned on
the mount of blindness in the Glory. And verily We are the
witnesses to all and were powerful over all things. All in all
through the attractive, sparkling, distilled mystery in the vast
ocean of the Almighty for the mystery of cycles, wisely. And
trill from My true utterance with the bees of beginning with
the flies of the seal, distillingly. Say: Verily I am the Truth,
having been the Beloved of all from before and after, as I was
in the mystery beloved. And verily praise belongs to Me in
the beginning and the seal, and all are My servants, and none
has known Me save Myself. And verily I have been above all,
dominant, and among the compellers compelling, and among
the conquerors conquering, and among the illuminators illumi-
nating, and among the subjugators subjugating. And all shall
testify within themselves that there is no God but I, having
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been powerful over whatsoever 1 will. Say: Verily all things
are such - this is God’s way that hath been before, and it was
in the Mother Book decreed. And verily We have sent down
the Letter Tha from Our presence that all may become pros-
trators unto God and that all may become seers unto God.
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Mina’z-Zahiri fi'l-Mir’at
Date: 1265 or 1266 [1848-1849]

Verily I am God, there is no God except Me, the Sovereign, the
Omnipotent. I have created all things by My command, and
I have ever been a triumphant Helper. We have sent thee, O
Thou Ancient Praise, from Our presence, and We have made
thee a diffused praise for what I have created and will create,
that all may be illumined by My light, and that through thee all
may become prostrate servants of My truth, and that through
thee all may aid the Cause of truth, and that thou mayest be,
in the days of God, a helper among the helpers, and that all
may testify to the power of their Lord, that there is no God
but I, Who have ever been omnipotent over all things.

2 Thus do We create what We will, and We have ever been pow-
erful over all things. And thus do We reveal unto the heart of
whomsoever We will, and We have ever been knowledgeable of
all things. God beareth witness that there is no God but He,
and all that hath been created and will be created testifieth as
God hath testified that there is no God but I, the Protector,
the Self-Subsisting.

O all things! Enter ye into the religion of God and be ye in the
paths of God like pieces of precious ruby, exalted and inacces-
sible, whose beauty nothing in the heavens and earth and what
lieth between them can equal, if ye be servants of God. Be ye
illumined by the light of God, and present yourselves before
God, and desire to be upright before God, and bear witness
within yourselves that this is a servant in God’s dominion who
hath believed in God and His signs, and who was in the Mother
Book a victorious servant. God aideth whom He willeth with
His help; verily He hath ever been the Helper, the Succourer.
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God beareth witness that there is no God but He, and that
this is God’s servant from time immemorial and unto eternity,
and hath been a prostrate servant of God, and what God hath
revealed is that this was a servant to be prostrated before - He
desired to inform all just as they prostrate themselves upon
the clay by God’s command, whereupon all become prostrate
before the All-Merciful, even though they prostrate upon clay
which itself is prostrated before. However, nothing prostrates
except before God, nor is that clay intended; rather, prostra-
tion is unto God Who created the heavens and earth and what
lieth between them, then that clay, and made it by His com-
mand an object of prostration for all the worlds when He de-
sired to command it thus, for He hath ever been powerful over
all things. Otherwise, before they are commanded concerning
it, all according to what is ordained from His presence shall
know and judge.

O all things! Hearken unto what that Bird singeth unto thee
upon the Tree of Glory, for verily We have been revealers that
it might speak with the tongue of God that there is no God but
I, Who have ever been the Lord of all the worlds. It speaketh
naught except from God, its Lord. In mirrors ye observe how
they tell of the sun, wherein nothing is seen in the mirrors
except what is reflected therein through itself, by itself, that
there is no God but I, the Lord of all the worlds. O Thou
FEternal Letter! All that thou hast uttered hath flowed from the
tongue of all things, for We created thee in the likeness wherein
We had known thee through Our Name, the All-Glorious, the
Most Splendid, the Most Beauteous.

Say: O all things! There is no God but God, and verily I am
the first of them that worship. God hath created me by His
command and hath inspired me by His leave with whatsoever
He willeth. Verily, He is the All-Knowing, the All-Powerful.
I shall assuredly, through what God hath taught my heart of
His words, aid the true Faith from His presence. Will ye not,
in the days of God, render thanks?

Say: I have not learned as ye learn, nor do I know what ye
know, but God hath revealed Himself unto me through my
own self, and hath caused me to speak by His leave that there
is no God but I, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. This is of God’s
bounty unto me and unto those who give thanks for what God
hath vouchsafed unto me.

If ye imagine that ye have acquired in the proofs of God’s Name
what ye imagine, God hath caused me to speak that ye may be
convinced that the proofs of God are, in God’s sight, beloved,
and that I am the resting-place of a letter from among the
letters of the First in the Book. God hath given me life after
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ye had gained concerning me what ye know. Exalted are His
verses!

I am God, there is no God but I. We have sent down these
verses that this Bird may be moved in the time when it soareth
in the atmosphere of the cloud and wingeth its flight in the
sanctified realm of glory, as a bounty in the Book. Verily, We
are the Bestower.

Verily, I have been supreme above every almighty one in My
might, and I have been, over all things, all-powerful, omnipo-
tent, and mighty. Therefore recognize ye the worth of God’s
days, and place ye the fruit upon its tree that God may nurture
it from His presence. He is the best of nurturers.

Say: The likeness of the creation of your souls is as the likeness
of what groweth in the earth. How do ye preserve it until there
cometh forth from the earth a tender shoot? Then, when days
pass over it and ye nurture it, it reacheth a station wherein
fruits appear. Thus do ye witness in every Revelation the cre-
ation of your souls like unto this.

Verily, David did sow in the days of His Revelation that which
was revealed unto Him in the Psalms, and caused to grow in
His Revelation a tender and well-beloved growth which God
nurtured through what He had ordained in that Revelation
until those souls bore fruit in the Revelation of Moses — all
were believers in Him.

Likewise did Moses sow what God revealed unto Him in the
Torah in the essences of those unto whom He revealed Himself
through His Own Manifestation, and He caused to grow from
the earth in His Revelation a verdant and well-beloved growth
which God nurtured through what He had ordained in that
Revelation until God made manifest Jesus, whereupon they
believed in Him. These were the fruits that were borne from
what Moses had sown in the worlds.

Then Jesus did sow in the kingdom of the heavens and the
earth and what lieth between them through what God revealed
unto Him in the Gospel, and caused to grow in His Revelation a
tender and glorious growth which God nurtured over the space
of two hundred years until He made manifest Muhammad, the
Apostle of God, from His presence, whereupon they believed
in Him. This was what bore fruit from the sowing of Jesus.
Thus do ye witness in every Revelation.

5 And Muhammad, the Apostle of God, did sow through what

God revealed unto Him in the Qur’an whatsoever God willed
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in that day, and caused to grow in His Revelation a garden of
glorious love which God nurtured during the years of its infancy
through the angels of the heavens and earth and all that lieth
between them. They are those who believe in the Point of the
Bayan. These are the fruits borne of what Muhammad, the
Apostle of God, did sow — verily We were cognizant thereof.

Before the setting of the sun, all who enter the Bayan are fruits
of what was grown in the Furqan. O people of the Furgan!
Ye manifest the fruits of your own selves. Verily We have
sown throughout the creation of the heavens and earth and
whatsoever lieth between them through the love of God and
His good-pleasure. These verdant growths doth God nurture
in that Revelation as He willeth, until they present themselves
before Him Whom God shall make manifest, believing in Him
with certitude.

O people of the Bayan! After God hath placed within you
the love of Him Whom God shall make manifest and His good-
pleasure, be not veiled from the fruits of your own selves. Then
on the Day of Resurrection shall ye all, O people of the Bayan,
be presented before Him. Then shall ye appear with forms
like unto radiant temples before Him Whom God shall make
manifest, prostrating yourselves and aiding the Cause of God.

Thus in every Revelation do We sow, and the fruits of what
We sow are made manifest in a subsequent Revelation. Verily,
the people of all Revelations, from a beginning that hath no
beginning unto an end that hath no end, do manifest their
fruits in every Resurrection, and before that, they strive to
exalt the Cause of God according to their capacity.

O ye who are endowed with the divine attributes, from a begin-
ning that hath no beginning unto an end that hath no end! The
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tion before God. This is what appeareth before the throne of
God’s Revelation in every Manifestation and the seat of God’s
concealment in every dispensation.

O ye who are the possessors of thrones and seats! Ye are all
being nurtured according to that for which ye were created.
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Date: 1265 or 1266 [1848-1849]

God beareth witness that there is none other God but He.

Thou art He, and all, through Thy command, do labour and
act; all, from Thy bounty, do ask and beg.

Thine is the majesty and the beauty; Thine is the grace and
the justice; Thine is the might and the good-pleasure.

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thee. Verily,
I am of those who prostrate themselves before Thee.

Thou art He, O my God and my Lord. Thou dost behold what
lieth within my inmost being and knowest what is hidden in
my soul.

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thee. My sole
desire, in Thy holy land, is the exaltation of Thy decree, the
diffusion of Thy Cause, and the perfection of Thy handiwork.

; No hope have we save Thee. Do Thou, then, succour us with

the hosts of Thy might, O Thou Beloved of the worlds, and
strengthen us by Thy victory, O Thou Desire of them that
truly know.

I call Thee to witness that Thou art the True One; there is
none other God but Thee. Verily, I am of those who worship
Thee.

I entreat Thee, by Thy Face, the Countenance of bounty and
favour; Thou, verily, art the All-Bountiful, the All-Generous.

O my God and my Reckoner! Naught do I seek but that I may
cause the days of Thy Revelation to be made manifest in every
condition through the tongue of Thine own Being, and that
my breast may be expanded for Thy sake.

Thou art, in truth, the Lord of surpassing grace.

I call Thee to witness, and those who are in Thy presence
among the witnesses, that Thou art God, there is none other
God but Thee. Glorified art Thou! Verily, I am of those who
bring victory to Thy Cause.

O Lord, strengthen me, through Thy command, at all times,
with the portion of Thy good-pleasure; for Thou art God; there
is none other God but Thou. Verily, I am among those who
seek, from Thee, intercession and acceptance,
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that Thou mayest have mercy upon Thy servants and aid them
with the armies of Thy might in every affair. Thou, verily, art
the Ancient, the All-Bountiful.

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thou. Verily,
I am of those who supplicate.

O my God, have mercy upon Thy loved ones, and deliver them
from the hands of the enemies of Thy Self; for Thou art God;
there is none other God but Thou. Verily, I am of those who
fear Thee.

O my God and my Beloved! Behold how the hearts are strait-
ened. Thou art, in truth, O God, the Beloved of them that
know.

Aid, then, Thy loved ones in every condition; for Thou art the
best of helpers from time immemorial. There is none other
God but Thee.

Verily, I am before Thee a bondsman lowly and submissive.

I call Thee to witness, by Thine own testimony before all things,
that Thou art God; there is none other God but Thou. Glori-
fied art Thou! Verily, I am of those who prostrate themselves
before Thee.

O my Beloved! Now that the days are radiant with the signs
of the manifestation of Thy Will, I entreat Thee for victory in
every affair, through what Thou hast sent down in Thy Book
as a promise unto us of the succour of the believers.

O my Reckoner! How shall I make mention of Thee after what
hath been wrought by the enemies of Thy Self — all that hath
been wrought?

2 Thou, O my Beloved, hast repaired all with Thy forbearance

and hast veiled all with Thy patience.

Tear away the veils, then, O my Lord, that the letters may
behold Thee made manifest, be drawn directly unto Thee with
their very eyes, and arise to aid Thee by the power of Thy Will
for ever.

For Thou, verily, art He — there is none other God but Thou.
Thine is the bounty and the overflowing grace; Thine is the
ascendancy and the justice.

Thou beholdest what descendeth upon Thy loved ones and
knowest what, in every state, befalleth the Manifestation of
Thy Will.

26 Verily, my Lord art Thou; verily, my Beloved art Thou; verily,

my Hope art Thou; verily, my Shelter art Thou.
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O attraction of my being! How shall T mention Thee, seeing

that the ocean of remembrance surgeth from Thy very Coun-
tenance, and all description is cut off from Thy Face?

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thou. Verily,
Thou art my Helper; verily, Thou art my Desire.

And Thou, O my Reckoner, knowest my secret and beholdest
my station. No aim have I, in any matter, save Thee.

O my Beloved, make haste to shed abroad the radiance of
Thy Will, and let praise, in every condition, be the tokens of
Thy drawing-power, that thereby hearts may be moved to Thy
command, may champion Thy Cause with a true and perfect
victory, and may behold naught save Thee as existing.

Thou art, O my Beloved, the Fashioner of my nature and the
King of my inmost being.

Have mercy, then, upon Thy loved ones through Thy bounty,
and grant victory unto Thy chosen ones through Thy grace.

Thou, verily, art He — there is none other God but Thou —
powerful to do whatsoever Thou willest, and ready to answer,
hearing and responsive.

For Thou art the True One; there is none other God but Thou.
Verily, I am of those who are humble before Thee.

All bounty is Thine, O Thou Beloved of the worlds.

Thou art He Who
subdueth every soul according to the plane of its selfhood by
Thy decree, Who maketh its nature to gleam with the light
of Thy working, Who suppresseth its inmost reality by Thy
command, and Who causeth its “I-ness” to be uprooted by the
mystery of Thyself. There is none other God but Thou.

I beseech Thee, then, O my Lord, at the dawning of Thy Self-
Subsistence, to have mercy upon me through Thy bounty, to
upraise me through Thy command, and to succour me in every
condition by the encompassing power of Thy Will and by the
descent of Thy Spirit upon Thy loved ones.

Thou, O my God — by Thy primordial right, by Thy mighty
secret, by Thy radiant light, by Thy resplendent countenance,
by Thy lofty decree — behold, I have no beloved but Thee, and
for me Thy Messenger is my well-beloved.

I entreat Thee for victory and for joy at all times, through the
sending down of tranquillity upon the hearts of the pure.
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Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! Thou dost witness what
I have inscribed, and Thou, of a certainty, knowest whatsoever
I have revealed.

Naught that is in the heavens or on the earth is, in Thy knowl-
edge, hidden from Thee. Thou sufficest for every thing, and
nothing is concealed from Thee.

O Lamp (of the world)! I call upon Thee by that which Thou
didst send down aforetime: “Call upon Me, and I will answer

”

you.

Lo, here am I, calling upon Thee according to that by which
Thou hast inspired me, and beseeching Thee to aid us in ev-
ery affair, that, through that very aid, we may champion Thy
Cause on earth, avenge the wrongs done unto Thee by Thine
enemies, and utterly abase every rebellious soul by Thy might,
and silence all by Thy command.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! Art Thou not, indeed,
the One most meet to show mercy unto Thy loved ones? Art
Thou not, indeed, the One most meet to bestow Thy favour
upon Thy chosen ones?

Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but Thou. I be-
seech Thee for pardon, that thereby Thy sovereignty may be
exalted, the beauty of Thy Self-Subsistence shine forth, and the
lights of Thy absolute oneness flare up with exceeding splen-
dour. There is none other God but Thou.

O my Beloved, upraise us through Thy command, expand our
breasts through the signs of Thy proof, draw us unto the carpet
of the holiness of Thy Being, and aid us at all times through
the descent of the reinforcements of Thy wisdom. There is
none other God but Thou.

In Thy hand is the Kingdom of the dominion of the heavens
and the earth. Thou dost aid whomsoever Thou willest with
Thine hosts, and dost confirm whomsoever Thou willest with
Thy victory.

Thine is the bounty and the grace: Thou bestowest upon
whomsoever Thou willest, whatsoever Thou willest, as Thou
willest. There is none other God but Thou. Verily, I am of
those who worship Thee.

O my God, Thou knowest that I have willed, in no affair, aught
save servitude unto Thee. Glorified art Thou! There is none
other God but Thou. Verily, I am of those who make mention
of Thee.
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I call Thee to witness that Thou art the Lord; there is none
other God but Thou. None, beside Thee, in all the worlds, is
for ever abiding and enduring.

O my God and my Beloved! Thou knowest my secret and
beholdest my station, and I summon Thy servants to naught
save lowliness before Thy Being.

There is none other God but Thou. Glorified art Thou! Verily,
I am of those who prostrate themselves before Thee.

I beseech Thee, then, for victory through Thy bounty; for Thou
art the best of helpers. And praise be unto Thee in the heavens
and on the earth, then in all the worlds.

In Thee have I sought intercession; in Thee have I sought exal-
tation; in Thee have I sought extension (of capacity); in Thee
have I sought endurance; in Thee have I sought to be enkin-
dled; in Thee have I sought steadfast protection; in Thee have
I sought to be loosed from all bonds; in Thee have I sought
that all things be made subservient unto Thy Cause; in Thee
have I sought perfection.

There is none other God but Thou. Verily, I am of those who
remember Thee.

i And praise be unto Thee, in the beginning and in the end, and

in the number of all things. Thou, verily, art God, the Beloved
of them that truly know.
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Date: 1265 or 1266 [1848-1849]

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou, verily, art the True One;
there is none other God but Thee. Thou hast unveiled the
secret of Thine own Being and brought forth the name of Thy
victory. I, then, have besought of Thee succour and gladness —
there is none other God but Thee. Glorified art Thou, O my
God! Verily, I am of those who prostrate themselves before
Thee.

O my God! Thou hast, by Thy command, charged Thy loved
ones that they enter the Holy Land and seek Thy due retali-
ation from Thine enemies. Thou, verily, art God, the Best of
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witnesses. Glorified art Thou! There is none other God but
Thou. Thou hast divulged Thy secret and revealed the dawn-
ing of Thy Will. I entreat of Thee joy within the heaven of
deliverance and Thy confirmations, day by day, through the
descent of Thy victory in Thy wilderness; for Thou, indeed, art
the Most Holy, the Well-Beloved.

And I supplicate, from the ocean of Thy bounty, the outpour-
ing of Thy grace upon Thy chosen ones. Thou art, in truth,
God — there is none other God but Thou; verily, I am of those
who entreat Thee. I have clung, O my Lord, to the ray of the
robe of the dawning of Thy divine Singleness. There is none
other God but Thee; verily, I am of the devout and lowly. And
praise be unto Thee — it is Thou alone Who art the Lord of all
the worlds.

O thou Letter “R4”! Verily, the Lord shall acquaint thee with
that which thou hast wrought, and He, indeed, is the Ancient
Rewarder. Naught in the heavens or on the earth escapeth
from His grasp; and He, in very truth, is the All-Powerful, the
Almighty. Thus, if thou art able, arise to succour thy Lord
upon the earth, and be not, in the ocean of thy remoteness
from Him and from His signs, among those far removed. Thus
it is that praise be unto God, the Beloved of all the worlds.
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Testamentary disposition, addressed to Azal
To: Mirza Yahya
Date: 1266 ? [1849-1850]

O Name of the Eternal [Azal]! Bear thou witness that verily
there is no God but Me, the Mighty, the Well-Beloved. 1, too,
bear witness that there is no God but Me, the All-Subduing,
the Self-Subsisting. God hath created all that hath been cre-
ated from the beginning that hath no beginning, and all that
shall be created unto the end that hath no end, for the man-
ifestation of His Self. This is God’s command unto all who
have been and shall be created from His presence. He mani-
festeth Himself in all things as He pleaseth by His command.
He, verily, is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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When He withdraweth from that Throne, He reciteth what
God inspireth in his heart of His verses. He, verily, is the All-
Subduing, the Self-Subsisting. And I recite concerning Myself,
night and day, and then concerning God’s faithful servants:
“Verily I am God, there is no God but I, the All-Knowing, the
All-Powerful.” And if thou willest: “Verily I am God, there is
no God but I, the Sovereign, the Inaccessible.”

I bear witness that I am living in the Most Glorious Horizon.
I hear all who make mention of Me, and I am the Best of
those who remember. Whoso appeareth before the throne of
thy Lord, it is as though he hath appeared before God, the All-
Subduing, the Self-Subsisting. No greater reward can there be
than this, if ye be of them that believe.

I further bear witness that God is supremely subtle above ev-
ery possessor of subtlety. He loveth that there should appear
upon a throne one who speaketh of his Most Glorious Lord con-
cerning what hath been created in the kingdom by His leave.
He, verily, is the Most Generous of the generous.

God loveth that they should be preserved in vessels of crystal,
then that these vessels should be preserved in the most delicate
stones, in such wise that all may be able to manifest this. This
is what God hath loved for those who have believed in God
and His signs, if ye are able. Say: Cotton, then vessels of silk,
then what ye are able of the sweetest stone, even if after days
ye are able to manifest this to those who are alive, lest their
hearts should be averse, and that they may rejoice therein.

Appear thou before God with what power thou possessest, and
convey the Cause of thy Lord unto all the worlds, and call
everyone unto what hath been revealed in the Bayan with an
exalted and noble method. Make mention with goodness of
all those who have believed in Me and in My words, lest they
should differ concerning God’s Cause and stray from the Path.

Should God manifest in thy days one like unto thee, this is
what shall make the Cause to be inherited from God, the One,
the Single. But if He manifesteth not, then know thou of a
certainty that God hath not desired to make Himself known.
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Then must thou refer the matter back to God, your Lord and
the Lord of all the worlds.

Command thou those witnesses who are God-fearing in their
religion and who transgress not God’s bounds. Verily, he who
is with thy Lord hath taught Us the gems of knowledge and
wisdom, so seek thou information from him, for We are the
Informers. And multiply thou from him, from thy Lord, ac-
cording to thy power. Verily, the gates of the Bayan have been
ordained according to the number of all things, but We have
manifested only eleven units - one unit for each form of the
nine forms before the ten, eleven units, a remembrance from
God, the Most High, the Most Great. This is a remembrance of
bounty, else all belongeth to God and unto Him do all return.

And thou shalt command concerning Him Whom God shall
make manifest, for verily He shall come with that creation in
the other Resurrection with an exalted and glorious sovereignty.
We are all servants of God and we all bow down before Him.
He doeth what He willeth by His Lord’s leave. He shall not be
asked of what He doeth, while all shall be asked of everything.
And if God manifesteth glory in thy days, then manifest thou
the eight paths by God’s leave according to thy power. He,
verily, is the Most Generous of the generous.

And We promised the one who bore the throne of thy Lord with
the principles of the one Manifestation when the Command
descendeth from His presence, for verily We are faithful to
fulfill what God hath promised and He doth not fail in His
promise, and He is the Most Truthful of the truthful ones. And
if God doth not manifest might in thy days, then be patient
with what hath come to pass and alter not a single letter, for
this is God’s command in a mighty Book.

Act according to what hath been revealed and change not the
measure of anything, lest people differ in God’s religion, for
until another Resurrection they shall be educated according to
one path. And remember all that We have mentioned in thy
Book, for verily We are ever-mindful.

And there shall come to thee from God’s traces seven single
portions, for We are the Dividers. Take one portion for thyself,
then give one portion each to those in the lands of Fa, ‘Ayn,
Kha, Alif, Mim and Kaf - the believing servants of God. And
there shall reach thee from the one who was the First Single
One in a mighty Book what God thy Lord shall seal - seal it
then and multiply its like among all peoples. And whatsoever
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that Name shall convey from Our presence, that is from Us, so
be thou among those who command.

Guard thyself, then guard thyself again, then what was re-
vealed in the Bayan, then what shall be revealed from thy
presence, for this shall endure until the Day of Resurrection
and all believers shall benefit from it. And verily the Single
One of the land of Fa shall deliver unto the Name of God, the
Most High, that he may give to each of the first ones of My
love a single remembrance from God, the Most High, the Most
Great.

In the land of ‘Ayn unto the Noble Name who hath aided God
with what He granted him on the Day of Resurrection and
hath with God a mighty station. And We have lifted from
those who have fulfilled the limits of their Fifth in the Bayan
and from their offspring, as a bounty from Our presence, for
We are the Bestowers of bounty. And in the land of Kha it
shall be delivered to the Name of the Most Truthful Friend,
and in the land of Alif it shall be delivered to the Name of the
Mighty, the Merciful, and in the land of Mim to whoso is there
of the assured ones, and in the land of Kaf it shall be delivered
to the Name of thy Lord, the Generous, the Eternal, the Most
Generous. It is not lawful for anyone to possess except one
portion and all shall rejoice therein.

And as for what there be of God’s verses, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting, along with the Tablets, preserve them and give
them only to God’s sincere servants, for verily one portion
thereof equals not the creation of the heavens and the earth
and what lieth between them, were one to be among those who
understand. And seek refuge in God from all oppressors until
God shall manifest from His presence that wherein they shall
rejoice. Say: He is the Almighty over His creation and He is
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

And if the Name of Security be among the assured ones, deliver
from the Greater Temples one portion of God that he may aid
thee in God’s religion through what he possesseth of might.
And verily We have appointed as distributor of the Tablets
one who writeth God’s verses, that he may deliver the most
splendid thereof unto the Supreme Unique One, then take for
himself a Greater Temple, then give to every rightful one his
due from among those who await from God.

LOIR08.387, HURQ.BB61x, BLO__PT#211
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Li’l-Khalil
To: Siyyid Abdu’r-Rahim
Date: 1266 [1849-1850]

Verily I am God, there is no God but Me. I have been from
the First that hath no beginning, an eternal Being. Verily I
am God, there is no God but Me. I shall continue unto the
End that hath no end, an eternal Being.

O Name of the Merciful [Rahim], bear thou witness that God
hath ever been and shall ever be a Living, Eternal Being, even
as He hath been. The Cause beginneth from God and retur-
neth unto God. And verily the Cause endeth with the Name
of the Unique One, for His Manifestation is itself a proof.

3 And after Him, should God manifest One like unto Him, that
would be a proof and it would end with Him. Otherwise the
Cause is in the hands of the witnesses of the Bayan, who
transgress not the bounds of what hath been revealed in the
Bayan until the Day when He Whom God shall make manifest
appeareth in the next Resurrection. For through Him every
cause is set aright, as well as those who dwell in the Most Ex-
alted Paradise - the Companions of the Ridvan - all of them,
and those like them who believe in God and His verses with
certitude.

And after the winds of glory have stirred, deliver what thou
writest unto the Unique One with the papers, or else be thou
of them that preserve them.

And make mention from God of all the believers, and let all
paths lead to him who writeth the verses of God, and aid ye
him according to your power.
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In the name of God the manifest, master of all who are man-
ifest. In the name of God the might, master of all who are
mighty. In the name of God the hidden, master of all who
are hidden. In the name of God the knowledge, master of all
who are knowledgable. In the name of God the sovereignty,
master of all who are sovereign. In the name of God the judge-
ment, master of all who are judge. In the name of God the
All-Powerful, the All-Mighty.

We have answered you in all that you have mentioned through
clear verses that all the worlds are unable (to produce). The
(female) theologians [?] have asked him to write [?] what
you mentioned of his name in the book. Verily, all are guided
toward God, their Lord.
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To: Azim
Date: 1266 [1849-1850]

God is Most Great

In the Name of God, the Most Great, Possessor of the greatest
ones! In the Name of God, the Most Great, Possessor of the
most exalted ones!

Praise be to God for the dawning rays from the morn of eternity
and the adorning mention of the First, as befitteth Him and
as He deserveth. I have beheld what thou hast composed, and
praise be to God for what thou hast achieved. I have answered
thee with adorned verses and have ordained for thee what thou
didst desire. Therefore may the heart of Muhammad be well-
pleased with thee, and thou must observe with utmost vigilance
the reflecting mirrors lest His knowledge be encompassed by
grief. Thou must assuredly be victorious through God, for He
is the best of helpers.

Thou must preserve the mirror of God and cause it to yearn,
and thou must assuredly be among God’s helpers. Seek thou
tidings about the other mirrors after the first, according to
what We have taught thee before, for verily We are powerful.
And thou must act according to what hath been mentioned in
the Book beforehand. God willing, He shall grant thee relief
before long [hin, =68]. Send forth that which hath shone forth
from the traces of eternity, for We have ever been among the
lovers.
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Letter to Mulla ’Abdu’l-Karim Qazvini
Date: 1266 or 1265 [1849-1850]

God is Most Great with a great greatness

O Generous One! We have bestowed upon thee one from the
Truth and the First One, that thou mayest preserve all that
hath been sent down from God, and that thou mayest deliver
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it unto the Name of the Unity, and that thou mayest inquire
of him who writeth the verses of God that which ye know not
to be the purpose of God.
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To: Anis
Date: 1266 or 1265 [1849-1850]

God is the best companion and friend. Send greetings to the
Eternal Fruit. And in all circumstances, be as is befitting
through God’s help and power. The shrine of Shah Abdul-
Azim is good ground due to the nearness of Vahid and Hafiz.
And God is the Best Protector.
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Li’th-Thamara

To: Azal

Date: 1266 or 1265 [1849-1850]

God is Most Great with exceeding greatness 1S i 2 S A

This is a missive from God, the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting, unto God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
Say: All have their beginning from God. Say: All return unto
God.

This is a letter from Ali-Before-Nabil, the Remembrance of
God unto the worlds, unto him whose name is equivalent to
the name of Wahid [Yahya], the Remembrance of God unto
the worlds. Say: All have their beginning from the Point of
the Bayan.
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O thou who art named Wahid! Preserve what hath been re-
vealed in the Bayan and what hath been commanded therein,
for verily thou art upon a mighty straight path.

(sealed:) Verily I am the proof of God and His light.
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Li-Ismi’llahi’'n-Nazi’
To: Nazi’ (Husayn-i-Khurasani)
Date: 1266 or 1265 [1849-1850]

In the Name of God, the Best Preserver, the Most Excellent
Protector

Praise be to God — there is none other God but He — the Best
Preserver, the Most Excellent Protector. And the glory from
God be upon Him Whom God shall make manifest, and then
upon His guides — He hath ever been and will ever remain.

And now: I testify, by the Name that standeth present be-
fore the Throne, that in the Bayan there have been revealed,
concerning the measures of the ordinances, five modes.

The first concerneth the manner of supplications, and it is with
the noble name Qabl ‘Ali. The second concerneth the Persian
tongue, and it is with the name Allah al-Ahmad. The third
concerneth the interpretation of the Names, according to the
number of all things — some of the Names, in accordance with
what hath been revealed. The fourth concerneth the verses
upon the dust, upon violet paper: from this was taken the
exemplar — three parts; and one part was sent unto him unto
whom the supplications were sent; and one part in a kerchief
within his grasp — by the mercy of God, the Most Exalted King;
and one part hath been sent unto thee. Guard it as thine eyes.
And the fifth was revealed concerning the verses in a Temple,
upon the traces of God; and from it the exemplar was taken.
Great is it, according to what hath been revealed.
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And the ordinance is that the enactments be ordered accord-
ing to what hath been revealed, lest any differ concerning the
path of Truth. It hath been revealed in the Bayan that the
measures of the ordinances have been set forth in nineteen
Vahids; and at that time eleven Vahids were made manifest,
and eight were concealed within the Will of God — glorified
be His majesty. The ordinance is according to what hath ap-
peared, not according to what God hath willed and hath not
made manifest.

i God loveth that there should be the thrones of Truth: they

shall be cast thereafter into vessels of stone, firm and hardened.
And after days have passed over them, none shall find them
among the clay save at the appearance of the other. Then, by
the command of God, it shall be for the Lord of that manifesta-
tion to take up that clay — however long it may have remained
— and to make it the resting-place and the cradle of the com-
munity that springeth therefrom, and to bestow it upon the
guides of God, they who believe in God their Lord and are as-
sured in His verses. This cannot be except at the appearance
of Him Whom God shall make manifest.

And before His appearance, hold fast to the Balance that
pointeth unto God, and differ not concerning God. For in the
world of Names there is none other God but God — alone, alone.
And in the world of creation this Balance hath been indicated
by the Sun of Truth. He will strengthen you by the power of
God, and will shine upon you from the dawning-places of God.
He desireth naught but God. God will aid you through Him,
and will command you in the paths of the eleven unities. What
hath not been set forth of those paths shall be made plain by
such as are of the people of the sacred texts — inasmuch as thou
hast known that whoso writeth the paths of manifestation and
concealment in the presence of God is numbered among them.

And it hath been confined in the Bayan that whatsoever is
beneath them is as nothing in the sight of God; and though
we see them living, there is in them no spirit of the knowledge
of God, nor is there in them the good-pleasure of God. And
the people of the dawning-places in the Bayan, the first and
the last, are all the guides of God in Ridvan; all have met God
in His love and His good-pleasure; all are, in the presence of
God, within the Enclosure of Holiness and the Seat of Paradise,
prostrate before God their Lord by night and by day, and they
weary not.

Guard thou this as thine eyes; and convey it unto the Balance
and unto all the guides of thy Lord. And command all that
they publish it not. Mention thou the Balance, that none may
bear witness from fear until God cause it to reach him. God
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will accomplish all His purpose, and will raise up whomsoever
He willeth by His command, and will explain, through His
wisdom, the measures of what was revealed in the Bayan.

And if thou seest any of those concerned with the ordinances,
present unto him two copies: one for his own self, and one
for the parchment of him who remembereth Me by his name
— such as Ibrahim, the scribe of the Bayan — and whomsoever
God willeth among them that are endued with divine nature
and eternal being. Withhold not yourselves from him who
writeth the verses of God; for ye know not the purpose of God,
nor are ye able to recite the traces of God. Ask ye, therefore,
of Him Who is with Him, and put your trust in God your Lord,
in His love and His good-pleasure.

And if ye touch it not in your joy, touch it not in your sor-
row; for He commandeth you unto guidance and truth, re-
moveth from your hearts the doubts of the overthrown cities,
and giveth you glad tidings of the good-pleasure of God and
the dawning-places of His bounty. God, your Lord, hath ever
been living, abiding, everlasting, self-subsisting, exalted; nei-
ther slumber hath seized Him, nor attribute encompassed Him.
Say: God hath ever been living and abiding. Then say: God
shall ever be living and abiding.

If thou art gazing upon the ocean of the Names, I shall address
thee, and it hath been revealed in the Book: “Verily I am
God; there is none other God but Me; all besides Me are My
creatures, and all, before and after Me, worship Me.” And if
thou art gazing upon the ocean of creation, I shall reveal in the
Book: “Verily I am the first whom God my Lord created, and
the last whom God my Lord shall create; from His presence
shall I be made the Manifestation of His being unto all the
worlds, and unto the Last that hath no end shall I be made
the Balance of His very Self unto all the worlds.”

All these are attributes which hearts may apprehend; other-
wise, glorified be God above all glorification, and glorified be
God above all sanctification, and glorified be God above all de-
nial of likeness, and glorified be God above all exaltation, and
glorified be God above all inviolability, and glorified be God
above whatsoever He hath created and shall create — a lofty
glorification.

And the glory from God be upon all who are in the Bayan,
every one of them — servants of God — and unto Him shall all
return.
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Li-Sulayman Khan
Date: 1266 or 1265 [1849-1850]
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Say: God is exalted above every possessor of exaltation. None
can withstand the dominion of the Power of His exaltation —
no soul in the heavens, nor on the earth, nor in whatsoever
lieth between them. He createth whatsoever He willeth by His
command. Verily He is the Uplifter — He Who uplifteth, the
Most High.

Is it not a pure favour — may God confirm you unto every good
— from the First Who hath no first unto the Last Who hath no
last? For this, verily, is the stronghold of unassailable glory.

And is it not that, through remembrance of the remembrance
of Azal, succour was sought, and honour and dignity were de-
sired, and a Beloved was longed for? Yet, in every condition,
they kept ever in view their own honour and the safeguarding
of their own selves. For the Guides of God, having been bound
by the chains of learned attainment, are not wont to cast their
gaze upon the causes and means of power; but ye, like unto
such as are more discerning, have been watchful at the seasons
of vigilance, that no injury should befall my person.

As to what hath been mentioned concerning prayer, its time
will assuredly come. Faith is that the believer find acceptance
[before God]. For a few days the heart was at rest; and when-
ever return was made unto the sacred land, it was beloved, as
though it were a gift from God. And what gift can surpass the
visits that are most glorious?

Therefore did they endure with patience, until that which was
decreed should run its course. Yet my trustee hath been dis-
patched with a bearer, and he hath made honourable mention
of all; and he is a servant, with a host of companions, who will
attend to what is needful. May God recompense them both
with abundant good.
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To: Husayn
Date: 1266 or 1265 [1849-1850]

Praise be God, the god possessing two gods. To Him belongs
the beautiful names. That which is in the heavens, and the
earth, and whatsoever lies between them praises Him. Verily,
we all worship Him.

O Husayn! The dawning-place of divinity has shown forth by
the first name, Husayn. If God wants to conceal him, then
the like of the first is this Husayn. Say: O all things! Ask
them about [?] of God in the Bayan, while ye are eager for
His might and good-pleasure. Do not go far from the throne
of your Lord or from this Most Great Name from the wahid of
the first. Verily, take possession of him, the truth of the wahid
of the first.
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To: Abdu’l-Karim Qazvini
Date: unknown (Chihriq or Maku?)

To the most noble, most safeguarded — our Master, the well-
tried and steadfast — may he kindly peruse:

O our most honored Master! Thy Book hath descended — afore-
time and hereafter. Say, O My beloved, My well-beloved! —
from Thy tongue, at the presence of Thy Lord. Therefore, be
not grieved, O my Master, for thy station is bounteous, thy
rank from of old; and thy Lord is compassionate, all-merciful.

I ask naught, O my Goal, save that God cause me to be num-
bered with those whom He hath chosen from among His ser-
vants and exalted unto His own presence — those who stand
beside pits hewn in the two earths, heralds of glad-tidings, for
whom in the realm of possibility there hath been no peer —
neither aforetime nor hereafter. May God’s blessings be upon
them; again, God’s blessings be upon them! Sufficient for them
is that God hath borne witness unto them, and that what God
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sent down upon them beareth witness still — and it descendeth
at every time, before time, and after time.

Whoso ascendeth not in the path of God shall surely die, nor
shall there be for him any returning. God hath ordained nei-
ther diversion in the abode of annihilation nor limit among
the people of origination. As for me, O my Master, I commit
my soul unto the precedence of His knowledge regarding the
outcome of my affair and whatsoever God hath decreed for me
— for God doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He de-
sireth. None hath encompassed their reality, nor can the joy
of all existence, measured by ninety-nine parts of a mustard
seed, equal a portion of their joy. Entreat God on our behalf,
that He decree for us what He decreeth for His chosen ones,
for He is, in truth, the All-Bountiful, the Most Generous.

5 A note: a letter of mine — “Before God” — reached my uncle

at this place; what was to be sent thereafter hath now, by the
generosity of Hajji al-Wali, arrived: forty-two sections, with
an exalted and lofty rescript from the Presence of the Clement.
He was charged to remain in that very land and to deliver
fair copies, in naskh script, of “In the Name of ...,” “From
...,” and others. One of the proof-prayers was commanded to
be sent, addressed to the noble Hajji Mulla Muhammad-‘Alj,
the learned of the land — this in a naskh hand: “This is a
bounty from the Lord unto his presence.” And one “prayer of
negation” for the Presence of “Twenty-Eight of the Exalted.”
As for myself, I remained at the foundations and journeyed
nowhere; I was occupied with making fair copies until whatso-
ever command should issue thereafter. All that had been sent
aforetime and thereafter hath, entirely, arrived.

Day and night there hath been remembrance, coupled with
trial. A prayer, for the Day of the Feast, was included among
the parts that were sent — therein is a mighty reward and a
bountiful recompense. Lo, I have written what I have written
in proportion to the constraint; magnify, then, over all of them
— male and female alike. I have no leisure to name each one
in detail as “the One, the Self-Sufficient,” and “God”; yet I
have made mention of them before their Lord, and I remember
them at every time. Naught that He doeth do I omit — for it
is the Well-Beloved.

God hath made thee a watcher and a keeper over goodly fruits;
how, then, should the matter be concerning those who seek
refuge in their shade? Magnify over those whom God hath pas-
tured and then chosen; then over those for whom He openeth
the doors of good; then over the Name of God, the Most Pure;
and over all the people of joy.
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As for what al-Murtada desired: God hath already sent down,
in the verses, the letters of negation even before his question;
and God hath sent down the answer. I have dispatched it with
the honored ones; and unto “the Thousand” I have entrusted
him with what God sent down upon him — and I shall send
down upon him thereafter. Say to him: “Fear not, for thou....”
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Li-Jinabi’l-Ahmad
To: Mulla Ahmad
Date: unknown (Chihrig?)

For Ahmad - may there reach him the answer to what he wrote
to the All-Bountiful - and for whosoever wishes to remember
God as He has described Himself, and be among the truthful
ones.

In the Name of God, the Most Unapproachable, the Most Holy

Glorified be the Possessor of sovereignty and dominion! Glo-
rified be the Possessor of oneness and might! Glorified be the
Possessor of power and divinity! Glorified be the Possessor of
grandeur and majesty! Glorified be the Possessor of glory and
invincibility! Glorified be the Possessor of strength and exalta-
tion! Glorified be the Possessor of joy and gladness! Glorified
be the Possessor of might and magnificence! Glorified be the
Possessor of beauty and comeliness! Glorified be the Posses-
sor of perfection and completion! Glorified be the Possessor of
power and independence! Glorified be the Possessor of mercy
and bounty! Glorified be the Possessor of authority and jus-
tice! Glorified be the Possessor of similitude and parables!
Glorified be the Possessor of grandeur and glory! Glorified be
the Possessor of awe and radiance! Glorified be the Posses-
sor of magnificence and majesty! Glorified be the Possessor of
generosity and grace! Glorified be the Possessor of might and
action!

Glorified be He Whom no thing can know, no thing can com-
prehend, no thing can praise, no thing can encompass His
knowledge, and no thing can adequately extol Him. He is the
One Who hath ever been one God, Single, Independent, Self-
Subsisting, Ever-Living, Self-Sustaining, Eternal, Everlasting,
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Self-Dependent. He hath taken neither consort nor son. The
heavens in their heights and the earth in its lowness, and
whatsoever lieth between them, glorify Him through what pro-
ceedeth from His command. For He is the Manifest Who will
never be manifested, the Exalted Who will never be known, the
Inaccessible Who will never be approached, the Self-Subsisting
Who will never slumber. His are the most beautiful names in
the kingdom of the heavens and the earth and whatsoever li-
eth between them, and His are the most exalted similitudes
in the kingdom of creation and command and whatsoever li-
eth beneath them. He seeth from the highest heights to the
depths beneath the earth, and heareth both secret and whis-
pered speech, and determineth the measure of all things as He
willeth, in the hereafter and in this world.

I bear witness, and all things bear such witness as would purify
him who beareth similar witness from all hints of aught else
but His oneness, and would cause him who ascendeth through
it to reach the horizon of what His grace hath caused to shine
forth in creation, that there is no God but Him, alone with no
partner. He giveth life and causeth death, then causeth death
and giveth life, and verily He is the Ever-Living Who dieth not,
the Sovereign Who passeth not away, the Just Who wrongeth
not, the Ruler Who changeth not, and the Single One from
Whose grasp escapeth nothing, whether in the heavens or on
the earth or between them. And verily He is the Supreme, the
Self-Subsisting.

Then I shall surely bear witness, and all things likewise, that
He hath ever been One, not by number, distinct from every
mention and counting. All that can be designated by any
name among created things is His creation which He created
from nothing by His power and sustained from nothing by His
will. He cannot be described by what is possible in contingent
being nor characterized by what is known in creation. He is
as His Essence hath borne witness unto His Essence, and He is
sanctified above all that His servants can comprehend. There
is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Beloved.

Then I shall surely bear witness unto Him at the apex of cre-
ation and the heights of the Command that He hath brought
into being the First One from nothing by Himself, then He
hath revealed Himself unto all things through the manifesta-
tion of what He revealed unto it through His Essence. I bear
witness, and all His creation beareth witness, that He is unique
in the midst of creation and pure at the summit of invention
in His indication of God His Lord and His seeking shelter in all
that God hath revealed unto Him of Himself. He hath estab-
lished the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth between
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them by His command, and hath sustained the creation of all
things by His power, and hath made Himself known through
him by linking the mention of his nearness to the exaltation
of His transcendence, and the mention of his servitude to the
inaccessibility of His Lordship.

Thus doth God bear witness that He hath established His ser-
vant in the station of His Self in deed, and hath chosen for Him-
self such letters of His oneness wherein naught can be seen save
the manifestation of His revelation, encompassed by His knowl-
edge unto infinity, for whatsoever God hath revealed through
His signs and exalted through His words hath no will save what
He hath willed, no purpose save what He hath purposed, no
decree save what He hath decreed, no judgment save what He
hath judged, no permission save what He hath permitted, no
term save what He hath ordained, and no book save what He
hath sent down. And verily the manifestation of His revelation
unto all whom He revealeth Himself is none other than this, for
were it not thus, how could it be made manifest throughout the
kingdom of the heavens and earth and whatsoever is between
them that there is none other God but Him? We are, all of
us, His worshippers; we are, all of us, His adorers; we are, all
of us, submissive unto Him; we are, all of us, humble before
Him; we are, all of us, His rememberers. There is no power
nor strength except through God. His is the creation and the
command, both before and after. There is none other God but
Him, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting.

O God! Cause all that hath been revealed from Thy servant
to reach unto the Manifestation of Thy bounty and him who
preserveth Thy words as his very eyes, for this is Thy provi-
sion unto Thy servants until the Day of Resurrection, and Thy
grace unto those in the highest realms of the heart and loftiest
reaches of creation, until all destinies return unto the Day of
Resurrection. Then shalt Thou ordain as Thou pleaseth what-
soever Thou pleaseth through what floweth from the pen and
ink.
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Kitabu’l-Karim
To: Abdu’l-Karim Qazvini, Quddus and others
Date: unknown (early Chihriq?)

In the Name of God, the Most Bountiful, the Most Bountiful

God — there is no God but He — the Most Bountiful, the Most
Bountiful. Verily, Glory from God be upon the Most Great
Vahid, and upon whoso resembleth that One, in whom naught
is beheld save the primordial Light of the Ancient God.

And now, O My beloved — O Name of God, the All-Generous,
thou who gazest upon the steadfast Mystery of God! Thy noble
letter hath descended upon the Throne of thy Lord, the All-
Exalted, for in it thy tongue hath inscribed a remembrance in
the Name of “the Last,” in the Name of God, the All-Merciful,
the Compassionate. Upon thee then — and upon him — be the
splendor of your Lord, the Lord of holiness, the Ancient of
Days.

In it there hath shone that before which the very Throne bowed
and was rent asunder, by reason of what descended upon thee
of wondrous, mighty epiphanies. Thou didst humble thyself as
thou wert humbled, and thou didst quake as thou didst quake.
I, verily, have besought unto Him — My Lord and thine — that
He honor us with that which He loveth and approveth, and
gather us together in the Hereafter and in this first life. From
His bounty, His liberality, and His munificence I hope for an
answer — swift and near — for He is, in truth, the Near at hand,
the All-Responsive.

As to what thou hast mentioned of the letter fa’, thou hast spo-
ken truly, My beloved. But for it God would not have brought
into being the heavens and the earth and whatsoever lieth be-
tween them; nay, by its very sundering were they brought forth.
Upon it is the beauty of its Lord outpoured; and it is the fa’
that provideth their sustenance, the Manifest in their first and
in their last. And what thou didst recount of “the Most Great”
— this likewise is confirmed.

And regarding what thou hast mentioned of the Name of Vahid
— upon him be the splendor of his Lord, the Peerless, the One,
the Alone! I beseech the favor of My Lord to succor him at
all times, to make him solitary among His Names and unique
among His similitudes; for God, verily, is powerful over all
things. And as for what thou hast written concerning their ex-
pectancy, there hath descended upon them that whereby their
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eyes shall be cheered; and God is the Lord of abounding grace
and weighty favor.

O My beloved! I have sent prayer-beads, leaves, and Haykals
aforetime from the Mount of Maku unto you: first with Ahmad,
then with al-‘Azim, and thereafter with Sayyah. God willing,
all have reached you. Then there went forth from “the Last”
two portions of the Ziyarat and other writings unto the letter
[nabrubi?]. Write thou a book for God, and acquaint him with
the realities of affairs, that — if he be able — he may ascend unto
the court of the Pavilion of his Lord, the All-Forgiving, until
there be unveiled to him that which hath been veiled from the
people of delusion. Otherwise, expound the matter for him in
detail, that he may come upon the hidden secret.

I have sent unto him, from God, a Haykal in the hand of
the honored Ahmad, and verses by the hand of the Pure One.
Should it prove strait for thee to convey them swiftly, know
that God loveth this deed; and whoso loveth God will surely
strive that they be delivered unto him. Upon the heads of the
Tablets it hath been inscribed: “Convey them unto those who
make mention of God above the Throne.” If thou canst not
obtain fair copies, deliver the original; then request from them
a transcript of the original and keep it by thee, that the matter
become not difficult for thee.

God hath granted thee leave to draw near unto that sacred
precinct, if thou desire it; otherwise, abide in thy land and in
the Most Exalted Land until God vouchsafe thee the meeting.
The matter is in thy hand; inform Me of thy wish. I desire
from thy presence naught save the safeguarding of what hath
descended from Him; He hath willed — and willeth — naught
from thee but this, even as there was sent down unto thee
in the verses revealed unto thee, wherein He alluded to this
intent.

I have dispatched a Haykal with al-‘Azim, that it may reach
the Manifestation together with the other Haykals — magnify
then its glory, and be of the thankful.

Make mention to all the companions of guidance, one and all,
in thy land and in the Land of Qaf; and uplift a special magni-
fication over the Name of God, the Sacrificed (al-Dhabih); for,
in very truth, He sacrificed His Self in the path of His Lord —
with a sacrifice such as is accounted in the path made straight
— and this is naught but through the power of God, the Most
High, the Most Great. Yet God hath sent down upon thee and
upon Him whatsoever He commandeth; and He hath charged
Him therein with preservation.
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I entreat God to guard thee at every time — before time, within
time, and after time. Exalt Me with thy greeting, and all the
believers with thy salutation. Praise be to God, the Lord of
all worlds!

Convey the inner missive unto the letter [nirun]; the Book of
the fa’ hath been sent — deliver it unto her. I shall forward the

script together with the script of her Lord, the Most Exalted.

Magnify, then, over her that with which God hath magnified
His own Self; and as for her allotted portion from before Me,
it is in My keeping. May thy Lord reward thee! And I say:
Praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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Study guide to this volume

This volume gathers late Tablets concerned with preservation, transmission, stewardship, and the
community’s life after the Bab’s impending martyrdom. The writings are practical and eschatolog-
ical at once: they arrange texts, name recipients, instruct scribes, designate channels of care, and
warn against division. No administrative arrangement is treated as final authority. The horizon
remains Him Whom God shall make manifest, before whom every provisional order must yield. For
Baha’i readers, these texts illuminate the fragile human channels through which revelation entered
history and the spiritual logic of the Covenant that would later center on Baha'u’llah.

Preserving the Writings as Sacred Trust

Key Passages

I have sent these unto you: preserve them, and do not blacken them by consigning them
to other names. — BB00334

Were there to be diminished from the traces of My Pen, by thy pen, but a single letter,
I would take it away from thee. — BB00334

Guard all that hath been sent down from God as thou wouldst guard thine own eyes,
at all times, before all times, and after all times. — BB00528

Context for Study

The volume opens onto the concrete problem of textual preservation. The Bab’s Revelation was
dispersed through tablets, letters, prayers, and instructions entrusted to particular believers. In
conditions of imprisonment and danger, copying and delivery became acts of fidelity. The warning
about a single letter shows that textual care is inseparable from spiritual responsibility. Students
may compare this with the preservation of the Qur’an, the transmission of the Gospels, and later
Baha’i attention to authorized texts. The prohibition against attributing writings to wrong names
anticipates questions of authenticity that would become acute after the Bab’s martyrdom.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why does textual preservation become a sacred duty?
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2.
3.
4.

D.

How does care for writings differ from attachment to sacred objects?
What dangers did loss, miscopying, or misdelivery pose to the early Babi community?
How does digital abundance change, yet preserve, responsibility toward sacred texts?

What virtues are required of those who copy and transmit revelation under persecution?

Stewardship, Azal, and Provisional Authority

Key Passages

O thou who art named Wahid! Preserve what hath been revealed in the Bayan and
what hath been commanded therein, for verily thou art upon a mighty straight path.—
BB00614

This is a letter from Ali-Before-Nabil, the Remembrance of God unto the worlds, unto
him whose name is equivalent to the name of Wahid [Yahyal, the Remembrance of God
unto the worlds. — BB00614

And the Name of Azal — for the Eternal Fruit, the Divine Direction, and the Everlasting
Countenance, in remembrance of the Mighty. — BB00334

Context for Study

Several documents name Azal or Wahid in connection with preservation and outward stewardship.
The function is serious but bounded: guard what has been revealed, preserve the ordinances, and
help keep the community from fragmentation. The texts do not present succession as a simple
transfer of prophetic authority. Rather, they appoint channels of care in an interval marked by
danger, expectation, and the absence that will follow martyrdom. This distinction matters for
Baha’i history, where later conflict over Azal and Baha’u’llah became decisive. From within these
texts, one sees practical stewardship, scribal mediation, symbolic titles, and the abiding expectation
of Him Whom God shall make manifest.

Questions for Reflection

1.

What kind of authority is implied by the command to preserve?

. How can a community distinguish stewardship from revelatory authority?
. Why would provisional arrangements be needed before martyrdom?
. How does this history illuminate later Baha’i understandings of Covenant and administration?

. How should the Baha’i interpretation of Subh-i-Azal as custodian until Baha’u’llah’s mani-

festation be read alongside these texts?
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Scribes, Consultation, and Interpretive Stability

Key Passages

O Generous One! We have bestowed upon thee one from the Truth and the First One,
that thou mayest preserve all that hath been sent down from God, and that thou mayest
deliver it unto the Name of the Unity. — BB00625

The ordinance is that the enactments be ordered according to what hath been revealed,
lest any differ concerning the path of Truth. — BB00270

Withhold not yourselves from him who writeth the verses of God; for ye know not the
purpose of God, nor are ye able to recite the traces of God. Ask ye, therefore, of Him
Who is with Him. — BB00270

Context for Study

The Bab recognizes that revelation can be misunderstood when it is abundant, dispersed, and
symbolically dense. The scribe — especially Siyyid Husayn — is more than a copyist: he is a
stabilizing figure who knows the traces of revelation and can help others avoid fragmentation. This
anticipates later Baha'i concerns with authorized interpretation and consultation. The perennial
question is how a community remains faithful to revealed texts without collapsing into private
interpretation or coercive control. The Bab’s answer is practical and relational: preserve, deliver,
ask, consult, and do not publish indiscriminately.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why is the scribe so important in a revelatory movement?
2. How do these passages balance access to revelation with caution about interpretation?

Compare this with Islamic isnad, Christian apostolic tradition, or modern textual scholarship.

> W

What virtues are required of those who handle sacred texts for a community?

5. How does Siyyid Husayn’s role compare with ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s later function as authoritative
interpreter?

Bounty, Remains, and Practical Devotion

Key Passages

Through Our bounty were all the Messengers created, one and all. Through Our bounty
were all the Books created, one and all. — BB00107

Thou shalt assuredly command that a crystal casket be fashioned for the body which
ye have been promised, when God willeth to raise it unto Him. — BB00107
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And if thou desirest to meet God, then ascend from the paths of Basra that thou mayest
guide Muhammad qabl-i-Taqi therein. — BB00107

Context for Study

Kitabu’l-Javad moves from exalted praise of divine bounty to practical instructions involving travel,
believers in distant lands, and care for the Bab’s remains. The sacred is integrated with logistics:
routes, letters, bodies, containers, and messengers all become part of the drama of revelation. For
Baha’i readers this is poignant, since the Bab’s remains would later become central to Baha’i sacred
geography on Mount Carmel. The instruction for a crystal casket shows that even in prison the
Bab’s thought extended beyond death toward preservation, reverence, and future gathering. Baha’i
practice honors sacred remains without treating them as magical objects.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the Bab integrate practical arrangements with spiritual meaning?
2. What is the significance of instructions concerning His remains?

3. How does reverence for sacred bodies or places differ from superstition?

4. How might the later Shrine of the Bab be read in light of these instructions?

5. What does the Kitabu’l-Javad teach about caring for believers in distant lands during transi-
tion?

Unity, Concealment, and the Future Manifestation

Key Passages

Before His appearance, hold fast to the Balance that pointeth unto God, and differ not
concerning God. — BB00270

When the sun setteth, no knowledge encompasseth the place of its setting; nor doth it
rise again save on the Day of Him Whom God shall make manifest. — BB00658

Whosoever believeth in Him Whom God shall make manifest hath indeed believed in
God and in all the thrones of His manifestation, from the First that hath no beginning
unto the Last that hath no end. — BB00658

Preserve, O God, what Thou hast revealed, from every living and every dead thing ...
until the whole of the Bayan be presented unto Him Whom Thou shalt make manifest.
— BB00658
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Context for Study

The deeper purpose of these transition documents is unity during concealment. The Bab knows
that His outward voice will soon be silenced. The community must preserve the writings, consult
trusted channels, avoid division, and remain oriented toward the Manifestation whose advent will
redefine all prior arrangements. This theme resonates strongly with the Baha’i Covenant, but it
also invites comparison with leadership crises after the deaths of Moses, Jesus, Muhammad, and
other founders. The Bab’s solution combines concrete stewardship with explicit openness to future
abrogation and renewal. Preservation serves fulfillment, more than self-enclosure.

Questions for Reflection

1. Why is unity especially fragile after the loss of a central figure?

2. How do the Bab’s instructions seek to prevent both chaos and rigidity?

3. What does it mean to preserve a revelation while remaining ready for its fulfillment?

4. How does this volume deepen understanding of schism and Covenant in Baha’i history?

5. Compare Sunni/Shi’i succession debates with the Bab’s layered arrangement of stewardship

and expectancy.

The central lesson of this volume is that transition is itself a spiritual test: the believers must guard
the revealed word, honor provisional channels, and remain humble before the Manifestation whose
advent will transform every arrangement.
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