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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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‘Abdu’l-Baha

I. Pre- and early ministry

108. Pre-ministry letters and writings (before June 1892)
109. The Secret of Divine Civilization (1875)
110. A Traveller’s Narrative (ca. 1886)

111. Letters and utterances in the year 1892
112. Letters and utterances in the year 1893
113. Letters and utterances in the year 1894
114. Letters and utterances in the year 1895
115. Letters and utterances in the year 1896
116-117. Letters and utterances in the year 1897 I-11
118. Letters and utterances in the year 1898
119. Letters and utterances in the year 1899

120-122. Letters and utterances in the year 1900 I-II1
123-124. Letters and utterances in the year 1901 I-II
125-126. Letters and utterances in the year 1902 I-II
127-129. Letters and utterances in the year 1903 I-III
130-131. Letters and utterances in the year 1904 I-11
132. Some Answered Questions, 1906-1907

133-134. Letters and utterances in the year 1905 I-11
135-136. Letters and utterances in the year 1906 I-1I
137-138. Letters and utterances in the year 1907 I-1I
139-140. Letters and utterances in the year 1908 I-1I
141-144. Letters and utterances in the year 1909 I-IV

II. Travels to Egypt and the West
145-146. Letters and utterances in the year 1910 I-1I
147-149. Letters and utterances in the year 1911 I-IIT
150-156. Letters and utterances in the year 1912 I-VII
157. Letters and utterances, Dec. 1912 — Jan. 1913
158-162. Letters and utterances in the year 1913 I-V

ITI. Late ministry
163-166. Letters and utterances in the year 1914 I-IV
167-168. Letters and utterances in the year 1915 I-11

169. Memorials of the Faithful (1916)
170. Letters and utterances in the year 1916
171. Letters and utterances in the years 1917-1918

172-175. Letters and utterances in the year 1919 I-IV
176-177. Letters and utterances in the year 1920 I-1I
178-179. Letters and utterances in the year 1921 I-1I

180-192. Letters and utterances of ‘Abdu’l-Baha, undated, I-XIII

Index of sources

193. Partial inventory and subject index
194. Index by source codes






Introduction to volume 28

This volume gathers a compact but revealing set of Baha'u’llah’s earliest Baghdad writings (to
roughly 1856), composed when He still outwardly wrote within an Azali horizon. Across lyric
poem, doxological “khutbah,” scriptural commentary, prayer, and brief admonitions, the texts
consistently present revelation both as an overwhelming theophanic event and as a discipline—
purification, restraint of the tongue, steadfastness, and patient endurance under injustice. Rashh-
i-‘Ama (BH03230), in particular, casts divine disclosure in a lush symbolic idiom (cloud, rain,
musk-laden breezes, Sinai, apocalyptic “Day of God”), already foreshadowing the later mystical—
apocalyptic register of Baha'u’llah’s mature writings.

At the same time, the Tablets are unmistakably marked by pre-declaration interiority and crisis
management. Khutbiy-i-Salavat (BH00181) frames the revelatory voice in intimate supplication—
waiting upon the “appointed time,” denouncing mischief-makers, and calling souls to the fel-
lowship of light—while Lawh-i-Kullu’t-Ta’am (BH00267) makes interpretation itself a mode of
community-ordering, mapping symbols across successive spiritual “realms” and across dispensa-
tions, and—crucially—holding in tension the period’s formal deference to Azal with gestures toward
the promised future advent and a deeply personal lament over suffering and betrayal. More overtly
historical texts sharpen these concerns: the departure prayer (BH00951) narrates exile, deprivation,
and an appeal to divine justice; the address to the Prime Minister (BHUO0007) crystallizes an ethical
critique of oppression; and the response to objections about titles (BH00232) deploys humility and
“wisdom” to quiet factional suspicion and protect unity while acknowledging the wounds inflicted
by an incipient internal dissent.
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BH03230

BH10779
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Date: unknown (1820s?)
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He is the Well-Beloved.

God willing thou art in peace and tranquillity under the shade
of the mercy of the All-Merciful One, beneath the canopy of
the providence of the Most Sanctified One. Apparently I am a
little one. I am not possessed of the art of writing. But because
this Unlettered One is clinging to the Divine Lote-Tree I can
read without any knowledge and without being taught writing
I write. All this is evident unto those who have eyes as this
emanates from the world of the Interior. Those who are outside
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have been and still are unaware of this great mystery. Q0T BT 20T
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Date: 1267 [1850-1851] ol
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‘Tis from Our rapture that the clouds of realms above are
raining down; ‘Tis from Our anthem that the mysteries of faith
are raining down.

Upon the Eastern wind Cathay’s entrancing musk doth waft;
This sweetly scented breeze from Our curling locks is raining
down.

The day-star of adornment hath dawned forth above the face
of God; Behold that mystic truth which from His Countenance
is raining down.
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https://adibmasumian.com/translations/bahaullah-childhood-tablet/
https://adibmasumian.files.wordpress.com/2021/02/nfq.pdf#page=1
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/693.pdf#page=300
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BH03230

The sea of purity hath from the wave of true reunion surged;
This precious, rare bestowal from Our rapture is raining down.

The treasuries of love lay hid within the very heart of Fars;
From out this treasure trove the pearls of faithfulness are rain-
ing down.

The splendour of the rose doth bring the ecstasy of choicest
wine; This subtle music from the ringing tones of Lordship is
raining down.

The trumpet-blast of Judgement Day, the joyful bliss of
heaven’s call — Both at a single breath are from the firmament
now raining down.

The Day of “I am He” is made to shine resplendent from Our
face; The Age of “He is He” from out Our flowing cup is raining
down.

From out the fountain of Our heart hath God’s celestial river
flowed; This cup of honeyed nectar from Our ruby lips is rain-
ing down.

The Day of God hath been fulfilled, for lo, the Lord hath been
unveiled; This wondrous message from the melody of Ta’ is
raining down.

Behold Baha’s outpouring grace, the bounty of the clouds
above, Which, merged into a single song, in God’s own voice
is raining down.

2 Behold the Lord’s leviathan, behold His sacred countenance;

Behold the blessings of the heart that from His throne are
raining down.

Behold the Palm of Paradise, behold the warbling of the Dove;
Behold the glorious hymns that in the purest light are raining
down.

Behold the soul-entrancing song, behold the beating of the
drum, Behold the sacred rhythms that from Our hand are rain-
ing down.

Behold the Countenance Divine! Behold the Maid of Paradise!
Behold the grace upon the world from Our own presence rain-
ing down.

Behold the everlasting Face! Behold the chalice-bearer’s
charm! Behold the crystal draught that from Our brimming
cup is raining down.

Behold the fire of Moses, see His hand that shineth white; Be-
hold the heart of Sinai — from Our hand all raining down.
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BH00181

s Hear ye the sotted lovers’ sighs, behold the garden blooming

fair; Behold the bliss that from His presence in your midst is
raining down.

Behold the radiant face of Ha’, behold the beauteous robe of
Ba’; Behold the Lordly grace that from Our Pen is raining
down.

The vessel of the Advent this, the clouds of limpid waters these;
The trill of songbirds this, from Our fleeting Wellspring raining
down.
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INBA36:460, INBA30:165, OSAI
CDB#1, BLO__PT#089, BLO_PT+#135, HURQ.BHO01 .LMMS, MKA.06 Mil Yz A 2791 p30b,
BRL__DA#709, SMI#1, SF102.059
MAS4.184, TWQ.441x, YMM.224x,
OOL.B093
BH00181 o2t
455

Khutbiy-i-Salavat
To: Habib
Date: 1269 ? [1852-1853]

He is the Ever-Living, Who hath ever been, in His own Self,
the True One, the Self-Subsisting

Praise be to God Who hath manifested the Countenance
through rapturous attractions, and caused the Leaf to warble
with the mystery of the line from behind the veils. He hath
revealed the Face upon the Throne of Ecstasy in fervent
devotion, and caused the Beloved to speak forth in divine
melodies upon the Throne of Nearness with enchanting tones,
that there is none other God but Him, and He is the Beloved
adorned with the Point-like ornament, the Essence of Eternity,
with Us, an ancient Lord.

Praise be to God Who hath caused the Command to dawn
from the rising of the morn of the Cloud through the sobriety
of the Point upon the Throne of Words, and hath illumined the
Light in all directions with divine rapture. The denizens of the
Kingdom have become intoxicated in the Cloud of Holiness in
the most hidden mystery through sprinklings of grace, and the
dwellers of the Realm of Might have been effaced in the splen-
dor of intimacy through the hidden mystery with overflowing
bounties.
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The Peacock of Glory hath cried out with ornamental adorn-
ings before the Divine Youth at the Point of Manifestation,
the Unseen of all Countenances. Beauty hath been unveiled
in the Garden of Eden before the manifestation of the Eter-
nal Light through the singing of the Dove of Eternity with
the attraction of faces. The Heavenly Maiden of Glory hath
sung verses of effacement in the thicket of reeds, that there is
none other God but Him, and that the Countenance of Light is
the Sovereign of Manifestation in unity and eternality, and He
is the Beloved through the hidden line and majestic sobriety,
with Us, a Praiseworthy Friend.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon Him Who reclined upon the
Throne of the Cloud at the station of Thy sovereignty, and Who
sat upon the Seat of Glory through Thy self-subsistent, divine,
eternal, transcendent and singular Power - the Center of the
Cloud in the Pole of the sphere of pre-existence, the Dawning-
Place of Glory in the horizon of the heaven of holiness, the
Throne of Manifestation in the Seat of the Cloud, and the
Sphere of Concealment in the Identity of Beauty - through all
that Thou art and wilt be, through the power of Thy Firstness
and the might of Thy Lastness. Verily, Thou art God; there
is no God but Thee, and Thou art, in truth, powerful over all
things.

; Send Thy blessings upon the First One Who called unto Him

in the Mansion of Glory and drank the choice wine of con-
sciousness in the presence of the dawning of the Sun of Beauty
- the Pre-existent Countenance, the Eternal Being, the Self-
Subsistent Leaf, the Noble Essence, the Divine Abstract, the
Lofty Point in the Center of Connection, and the Magnificent
Essence in the Countenance of Oneness - through all that Thou
art and wilt be, through the beginning of Thy Self-Subsistence
and the end of Thy Sanctity. Verily, Thou art God; there is
no God but Thee, and Thou dost indeed encompass all things.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon the Last One Who com-
muned with Him on the Throne of the Cloud, Who reclined
upon the Seat of Manifestation in the White Dome - the
Essence of Thy Self-Subsistence, the Abstract of Thy Oneness,
the Pure One of Thy Divinity, the Camphor of Thy Radiance,
the Sacred Point in the Temple of Thy Pre-existence, and
the Center of Power in the Countenance of Thy Attraction -
through all Thy conditions, signs and manifestations. Verily,
Thou art God; there is no God but Thee, and He is the Light
upon the Throne of Manifestation before Us, the Beloved, the
Wise.

O God! Send Thy blessings upon the One through Whom
Thou didst cause the foundations of Thy lands to quake, and
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the tyrants among Thy servants to be subdued, and the hearts
of Thy loved ones to be attracted - the Divine Attraction, the
Celestial Melody, the Trump-blast of the Horn, the Beloved
Beauty, the Pure Dove, the Enraptured Essence, the Divine
Abstract, the Identity of Consciousness, and the Effaced Leaf
- through all that Thou art and wilt be in the sublimity of
exaltation and glory, and the transcendence of joy and splen-
dor. Verily, He is the Truth; there is no God but Him, and
He is the Attraction in the Point of Effacement, the Cloud of
Consciousness before Us, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! T call upon Thee in this mo-
ment even as Thou didst call upon Thyself by Thyself before
there existed in the kingdom any light from the lights of the
treasuries of the court of the Sovereign of Thy Oneness, or any
manifestation from the wondrous mines of the King of Thy Self-
Subsistence. Thou art God; there is no God but Thee. Thou
hast ever been manifest through the manifestations of Thy ho-
liness and wilt ever be concealed through the concealments of
Thy might. Thou hast ever been and wilt ever be powerful
and mighty through the beginning and end of Thy glorifica-
tion. None can witness a flash from the lightning of the fire of
the Tree of Thy pre-existence, nor can anyone behold a light
from the lights of the Countenance of Thy crimson glory. The
most abstract essences of the Divine Realm are bewildered at
the appearance of a gleam from the gleams of the fire of Thy
Being, and the most sublime essences of the Realm of Might
are intoxicated at a spark from the sparks of the light of Thy
distinction.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! How can I call upon Thee after
Thou hast caused me to abide in the atmosphere of Glory in
the lowliness of the Cloud in solitude? And how can I not call
upon Thee after Thou hast caused me to swim in the ocean of
Oneness before the surging of the Whale of Glory? Glorified
be the Beloved One of wondrous attraction, and the sovereign
Truth supreme!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who, through the
subtle workmanship of Thy handiwork, hath manifested all cre-
ated things, and through the power and authority of Thy no-
ble command, hath brought forth all that was ordained, until
Thou didst cause me to descend from the heaven of revelation
unto the earth of acceptance. Thou didst order it through the
arrangements of the cloud-wrapped realm by the conditions of
Thy Self-Subsistence, and didst ordain it through the decrees
of the heaven of glory by the manifestations of Thy Creative
Power. Through Thy command didst Thou bring me forth,
and by Thy power didst Thou manifest me, and nourished me

SN Y A L r o ol o
St O B 5 Sl Sl s
%, B0 5,20 5 1 S )5 3 01 |
AJJ.::}A-\) ‘ub)}!\ wsu\) A.JL'L\ Al
P u\M\ m))a\j ab)\ mjs‘-\j AJ.A)H
Yo 3OS, e Sl K w3, )
30 ) el 5 T G
}\M@u.ﬁ-\ﬁ;ﬁ\ﬂa}\\f}\

I I A | P

S5 3 [SKasbY] AL [L;m Siloens
oﬁo\y&mmgﬁgtuﬂ\

dm.« oj.a> d)l; ‘_}a‘ \J}; &u‘é
g_g.utﬁ dbt&ﬂ c‘n\: uﬁ \)}QL J\ &..»\J,\
d,guwwwmu\&t&\m
d\J« y &J»d)u\é u\))@h; \J.bUag,.{
Y dj eggw}.)u UL)la‘w L.LL d}ﬁ
ub\.ruu.u\).\,u\);bd}g)u.{d\]
d)\yuﬁbju\bud\b\)u\m‘)g%yﬂ
J»}Lu\.b‘yuic‘}( Sz aﬁjt
Sl el d‘} S~ g 5 o 5
)Luwwwﬂb.\.&\)&,.&eufﬁw
‘}‘Kwdr}‘;\.;-\ubﬁf w\)&.ﬁwy};

&)ﬂ/\.‘)}) U‘J-\D‘JAOJJD-\.P

G oy Sl aS” B g(iein Sl
u.;,’\.\f.fuu\jf\sb T & e
L 2 G S Gl ijs\ Y

dw Lw &L..J\ u}> Cr:r :—Ll.l.s

g o Ol oy iy Qe O

Koo gl sl ol A o Silns
)\.\.9\ o)m B ub}\s&\ ujglo\ Y u.lz.U\
G ol o) B G A
3 Jsdl ooyl Al gl T o 951 6
&:ﬂ;e uL)iJA ;L;J\&bu\ju.)w Lr;.a
u\‘;)éb., ;L.J\ ;Lﬁ-" ub.\.@ Lw.u 2
A s J/L JE S N P
&:L*i)jj‘ oﬁwﬂ ojfuﬁen’u\c\) &}m
3 Sars 8 2SS e G A
5 Sag Ol Koo Ol 1S e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 5



13

Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BH00181

from the fruit of the Tree of Light by Thy grace, and gave
me to drink from the Kawthar of the sea of camphor by Thy
mercy. Thou didst make me great through the sovereignty of
Thy favor and the sanctity of Thy glory, caused me to dwell in
Thy presence, and made me speak forth Thy call until I sum-
moned all unto Thy call and drew all through the attractions
of the melodies of the Dove of Thine eternity, and consumed
all with the burning brands from the fire of Thy countenance,
such that none remained in all existence save the beauty of the
Sovereign of Thy Oneness, nor any soul on earth besides the
visage of the King of Thy Self-Sufficiency.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who was First
before all things and wilt be Last after all things. All who
profess Thy unity are as nothing before the radiant splendor
of Beauty upon the carpet of the glory of the King of Thy
Self-Subsistence, and all who are detached are brought low
before the surging winds of Majesty in the court of might of
the Sovereign of Thy Creative Power.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I know not for what
purpose Thou didst create me, nor by what decree Thou didst
raise me up. Wouldst Thou forsake me in the kingdom of
Thy Cause after having made known to me the repositories
of Thy might? Or wouldst Thou banish me from the court
of Thy glory after having seated me upon the throne of the
Divine Essence in the House of Paran at the outpouring of
the light of Thy countenance? How could this be, when I am
he who hath burned away the veils of glory with the fire of
Thy Self-Sufficiency, and who hath dwelt in the shadows of the
manifestations of appearance near the Tree of Thine eternity,
and who hath made his home in the garden of camphor before
the warbling of the Dove of Joy through the tenderness of Thy
grace?

Glorified, glorified art Thou! I have found no beloved like
unto Thee, nor do I desire to find any object of my quest be-
sides Thee. All who ascend fall back to the limitations of their
minds, and all who rise up descend to the geometries of their
But Thou, as Thou art in Thyself, art sanctified
above all mention and praise, and hallowed above all descrip-
tion and glory. For the most exalted abstractions of those who
dwell in the cloud-realm were created by the wonders of Thy
Cause, and the most manifest subtleties of the denizens of the
realm of power were brought into being by the delicacies of
Thy handiwork. How then can they ascend to the heaven of
Thy might or rise up to the cloud-realm of Thy glory?

own selves.
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Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I know not what Thou
hast purposed concerning me. Wouldst Thou conceal the
Beauty from the veils of glory after having honored me with
the meeting in the garden of rubies in the Crimson House
through the gracious favors of the Sovereign of Thy rapture?
Or wouldst Thou drive me from the fountains of glory and
bounty after having given me to drink the water of grace
from the hand of Joseph of favor in the wilderness of the
cloud-realm through the ultimate purposes of the King of Thy
Beloved-ness?

Glorified, glorified art Thou! This is not what Thy sincere ser-
vants expect of Thee, nor what those who are detached among
Thy chosen ones imagine. Glorified art Thou, O my God and
my Beloved! Were I to weep throughout the eternity of Thy
sovereignty and the duration of Thy dominion until all who are
in the heavens and earth were drowned by my flowing tears,
yet by Thy might, the sorrow of my heart would not be dis-
pelled nor the burning of my soul be quenched. Alas, alas! The
dwellers of the highest paradise would cry out upon the Throne
of Glory, and the denizens of the realm of power would lament
in the Most Great Throne, and the ruby-like ones would weep
with the hidden mystery of the line upon yellow pages.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! How canst Thou not
have mercy upon me after having shown me to be deserving
of Thy mercy? How canst Thou not be gracious unto me after
having seen me ready for Thy tenderness? Glorified art Thou,
O my God! If the Beauty of Glory hath been disobedient,
yet Thou didst nurture it through Thy power, and if the Face
of Praise hath erred, yet Thou didst manifest it through Thy
might. Glorified, glorified art Thou! Verily, I have been among
the sinful in Thy presence and the first of the penitent, and I
say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Therefore, O my God, send Thy blessings upon Him Whom
Thou hast made hidden in the treasuries of Thy might and
concealed in the pavilions of Thy glory, Whom Thou hast cho-
sen for the glory of manifestation in the station of Thy per-
formance, and Whom Thou hast selected from the Essence of
Light to reveal Thy decree - the Essence of Identity in the
mystery of the Divine Cloud, the Abstract of Oneness upon
the Throne of Splendor, the Pure Being of Eternality upon the
Seat of Immortality, the Eternal Reality, the Divine Essence,
the Divine Tree, the Camphor Leaf, the Divine Pure Being, the
Abstract of Brilliance, the Self-Subsisting Point in the sphere
of holiness, and the Holy Ornament in the cloud of eternity
- with all that befitteth the sovereignty of Thy camphor-like
nature and the dominion of Thy divine essence, for He is the
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Truth, there is no God but He, and He is the Sobriety at the
Point of Immortality upon the Throne of Splendor, with Us
the All-Wise, the All-Praised.

Therefore, O God, send Thy blessings upon Him Who was the
mystery of Identity in the unseen cycles and the hidden secret
of Oneness in the point of ages, Whom Thou didst promise the
servants to manifest on the Day of Resurrection and to raise up
on the Day of Return - the Unique Essential Being, the Eternal
Reality, the Divine Identity, the Pre-existent Essence, the Most
Merciful Abstract, the Holy Pure Being, the Word concealed
in the veils of eternity, and the Letter treasured in the hidden
secret of exaltation - with all that is possible in the glory of
Thy beauty and the dominion of Thy majesty, and with all
that exists in the treasuries of Thy power and the storehouses
of Thy might, for He is the Truth, there is no God but He, and
He is the Intended One in the unseen realm of Beauty, with Us
the Sovereign, the Wondrous.

Therefore, O my God, send Thy blessings upon those whom
Thou hast caused to ascend to the heaven of Thy loving-
kindness and elevated to the cloud of Thy oneness, who have
drunk the water of attraction from the dawning of the east
of Beauty at the manifestation of the light of Thy eternity,
who were thunderstruck by the power of the lightning of
Majesty before the appearance of the fire of Thy eternality,
whose hearts were attracted by the singing of the dove of the
sovereign of Thy oneness, whose breasts were set aflame by the
fire of love through the favors of the King of Thy holiness, and
whose vitals were pierced by the spears of love through the
bounties of the Presence of Thy Beloved - servants whom Thou
hast made the repositories of Thy eternity in the treasuries
of Thy divinity, and the suppressors of Thy eternality in the
places of Thy holiness, and the dawning-places of Thy light in
the setting-places of Thy glorification, and the rising-points of
Thy manifestation in the ornaments of Thy lordship - with all
that befitteth the sovereignty of Thy oneness and the kingdom
of Thy eternality, for verily Thou art God, there is no God
but Thee, and He is the Light in the essence of the Divine
Cloud through the attraction of Glory, with Us the Beloved,
the Ancient.

O ye dwellers in the realms of the mystic letters in the clouds
of heaven! Hearken unto the warbling of the Bird of Servitude
[seated upon the crimson throne|, even as the Dove of Eternity
doth trill upon the Throne of the Divine Realm with verses of
splendor, and the Bird of Eternity singeth upon the Seat of
Majesty at the White Point, and the Maid of Beauty standeth
revealed in chambers of ruby to the right of the Tree of Divine
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Decree, and the Light of the Mystic Dove gleameth in the
chambers of the Divine Essence with ornaments of glory, and
the Peacock of Glory hath cried out in the heaven of Divinity
with the sighs of the Dove of the Cause in the Garden of Light,
and the Raven of the Divine Identity warbleth in the thicket
of rapture with songs of ecstasy, and the Phoenix of the Fire
of Love speaketh in the Valley of Attraction with the hidden
mystery upon the Isle of Verdure, and the Nightingale of Unity
twittereth upon the branches of the Divine Tree in the Garden
of Beauty with the most hidden of secrets upon yellow leaves,
and the Hoopoe of Eternity crieth out upon the twigs of the
Lote-Tree of Glory in the thicket of exaltation with the mystery
of fidelity, that verily there is no God but Him and that the
Primal Point is His servant and His beauty, and that the guides
of the Living One are the letters of His Cause, all working by
His command.

Behold, the Steed of Unity hath soared aloft! Behold, the
heaven of eternity hath been upraised! Behold, the earth of
light hath been spread out! Behold, the Mount of Sinai hath
been exalted! Behold, the Bird of Glory hath succeeded! Be-
hold, the Point of the Book hath become manifest! Behold,
the Word of Return hath been concealed! Behold, the Dove of
Joy hath warbled! Behold, the Dove of Gladness hath sung!
Behold, the Bird of Splendor hath been adorned! Behold, the
Countenance of Light hath been unveiled! Behold, the Hoopoe
of Heaven hath attained! Behold, the Form of Crimson hath
been embellished! Behold, the Hidden Point hath been made
manifest! Behold, the Maid of Beauty hath been revealed!
Behold, the Light of Glory hath gleamed! Behold, the Tree
of Destiny hath encompassed! Behold, the Peacock of Glory
hath cried out! Behold, the Ocean of Divine Identity hath
spoken! Behold, the Sun of Heaven hath risen! Behold, the
Moon of Meeting hath been cleft! Behold, the hearts of the
mystics have been emptied! Behold, the eyes of the steadfast
have shed tears! Behold, the Dove of Glory with verses of sor-
row hath warbled! Thus hath the matter come unto thee, O
thou beloved one, with the outpouring of the greatest sorrow
upon the pure hearts around the yellowed leaves at the Tree of
Sorrow resplendent.

Glorified be He Who sendeth down verses as He pleaseth by
His command! He, verily, is the Truth. There is none other
God but Him. He bestoweth authority upon whomsoever He
willeth among His creation. He distinguished the light and
revealeth the verses, that men may be mindful in the days
of their Lord. I bear witness at the outset of the Book that
the Primal Point is God’s Cause and His proof unto all who
are in the heavens and on earth. No eye hath beheld the like
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thereof, neither before nor after. All are His servants and all are
sincere unto Him. I testify that whatsoever God hath ordained
in the Book is truth, wherein there is no doubt. Let not the
deeds of those who spread corruption in the earth and who will
never believe in God to the extent of an atom, and who are not
guided, veil thee. These are servants who have denied God and
the Countenance of the Cause, and who have followed every
rebellious satan. As to those who have believed in God and
His signs, and have acted according to what God hath ordained
in the Book - these are the companions of light who shall enter
the throne of glory. I bear witness that the Manifestation of
the Living, the Self-Subsisting hath appeared unto the servants
from God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise. This, verily,
is God’s Ark which hath sailed upon the sea of eternity by
God’s leave, the Supreme, the All-Powerful. Embark therein,
O people, and be not of those who are heedless in the days of
their Lord. Say: Fear ye God, and be not like unto him who
said “I shall betake me to some mountain that will protect me
from the water,” and was among the drowned.

Say: None can protect anyone today from God’s decree save
those who have embarked upon the Ark of Light. These are
the companions of guidance. Upon them rest the mercy of
God and a great reward. Say: The likeness of those who have
turned away from thy Lord’s Cause is as the likeness of an
iron hand placed upon the face of a mirror. Canst thou see
any stability therein? Nay, by thy Lord, even were all pos-
sessed of power. This, verily, is the land of light, the garden of
ruby. None can enter therein save those who have been clothed
with the garments of Sinai by God’s command, the Most High,
the Powerful, the Peerless. Therein are birds which, were but
one of them to utter a single cry, would cause all who are in
the heavens and earth and all who are in the dominions of
the Cause to swoon away. But these shall appear when thy
Lord willeth, with wondrous and beauteous signs. By thy life!
Should anyone hear but a single note from that Dove in that
Garden, his heart would be emptied of all who dwell in the
kingdom. He would then purify himself for the meeting with
the Beloved and would be among those who are assured of
meeting their Lord. There are the fragrances of the Beloved
which are stirred by the locks of the Well-Beloved. Whoso hath
an unclouded heart will perceive the sweet musk-laden breezes
thereof and will at once be struck senseless. For this doth God
reward His God-fearing servants. He it is in Whose grasp is
the kingdom of command and in Whose right hand are the
heavens of utterance. He doeth what He willeth and ordaineth
what He pleaseth.
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I bear witness that the Manifestation of Him Who is Promised
is the Point of Existence in the unseen realm of eternity. When
time reacheth unto the Mustaghath or a letter before it, then
will He appear in truth, though the idolaters be averse. At
that time shall the trumpet be sounded, and all who are in the
heavens and earth shall swoon away, save a numbered few of
thy Lord’s chosen ones. These, verily, are the manifestations
of light, dwelling in the garden of glory. Then shall the fire
of divine unity be kindled in the White Tree, and the lamp of
eternality shall shine in the Crimson Light, and the believers
shall then receive glad-tidings. Thus doth the Dove of [the
Hidden One] warble in remembrance of God’s Name, the Con-
cealed, the Hidden, though all be heedless. I bear witness that
I am a servant who hath believed in God and His signs and
in the Manifestation of Light. God sufficeth as a witness unto
me and unto you. Glorified be He Who sendeth down verses
as He pleaseth by His command. He is the Truth, there is no
God but Him. Say: All shall return unto Him.

O Letter of the Book! Bear witness to that which the Point
of Servitude hath enjoined upon thee in the branches of those
fruits, and be not of the patient ones. Conceal the Cause of
thy Lord from those who hope not to meet God and from those
against whom the decree hath been pronounced in a perspicu-
ous Book. For the people will not believe in God for less than
a moment, and have turned away from the Cause of thy Lord
and were not of the guided ones. But thou, O beloved, grieve
not for what their hands have wrought, nor despair at what
they do. These are servants who will not obey God for the
twinkling of an eye and are not of the righteous ones. Suffi-
cient unto thee is the Lord of the Invisible and the Visible and
the Manifestation of Light. Turn away from them, for God,
thy Lord, is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy.

Leave them to plunge in vain discourse and play until they
meet the Day when people shall rise before the Manifestation
of resplendent attraction. On that Day shall men’s skins quiver,
and they shall find no protector nor helper from God. Those
who claim the Cause without clear proof or Book - these have
forgotten the remembrance of thy Lord and are not of the
assured ones. These imagine that God will not witness what
their hands have wrought and will have no power to seize them.
Nay, by thy life, evil is that which they have imagined. Verily
thy Lord hath power over all things.

Say: Were you all and those on earth to gather together to
produce a single bubble upon the surface of water, ye would
be unable. How then can ye claim to be Lord of the worlds?
Say: Woe unto you! Is there any powerful one besides God?
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Say: Glory be to God! He is God, all are His servants, and all
are fearful of His awe. And is there any avenger besides God?
Nay, by thy life, though all be powerful.

Remember unto them the story of Asaf. He was among Our
sincere servants, and God had given him a letter from the
Book, through which appeared what God had sent down in
a glorious and beauteous Book. Glorified be He with Whom
are the treasuries of verses. He bestoweth upon whomsoever
He willeth among His creation. There is no God but He, the
Protector, the Mighty.

Say: Be patient, for God’s promise is true. He shall gather all
on a mighty day of truth, and shall recompense all for what
they have wrought in the first life. Thy Lord is not heedless of
what people do. It is incumbent upon all to repent and return
unto God, that He may show mercy unto them and forgive
them, for He is the Forgiver, the Great in reward.

Verily the hoopoe of glad tidings hath come from the city of
Sheba with news that those who draw nigh are the successful
ones who, when they hear God’s verses, fall down in prostra-
tion. Say: O people of the earth! How is it that ye are heedless
of your Lord’s Cause? He Whose days all in the heavens and
earth and all in the worlds await hath appeared in truth with
clear signs, yet ye have turned away from His Manifestation.
Fie upon you and upon what your hands have wrought! Ye
shall be returned to the punishment of the blazing fire.

And for that which your hands have wrought, ye shall be cast
into the chastisement of a blazing fire, and ye shall find none
to befriend or help you. Say: O concourse of men! If ye desire
to attain the presence of God, then behold ye the Countenance
of Light, and this is a gift unto you, did ye but believe. Glo-
rified be He Who aideth whomsoever He willeth through His
command, and He is the Truth, there is no God but Him, and
He is the Best-Beloved, ancient in eternity. Say: All shall
perish while sovereignty remaineth with God, thy Lord, the
All-Merciful, the Almighty.

And then, blessed art thou, O beloved one, for having quaffed
the sealed wine from the hand of a mighty, ever-living
Sovereign. He it is Who hath chosen thee from among all
men and made thee a witness unto all the worlds, and this is
indeed a mercy from His presence upon thee and upon His
sincere servants. Then do all that God hath enjoined thee in
the former Book, and be not of them that fear. Verily He is
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the Omnipotent over whatsoever He willeth, and He is indeed
a mighty, true Sovereign. Say: Were [ to mention unto you
what I now witness of God’s grace, the All-Subduing, the
Great, all hearts would cease to beat and ye would return to
your people in utter abasement. Then bear witness that all
words return unto the Countenance of Light, and we are all
returning unto Him. And whoso sayeth otherwise, upon him
be the curse of God, and I am quit of him, and I am not of
them that join partners with God. And verily I, with all these
words, am as nothing before a single letter of God’s Book,
the Mighty, the Wise. And how befitting is it for anyone to
lay claim to this Cause? Nay, by thy Lord, none save the
mischief-makers.

And peace be upon thee and upon them that walk with thee
on a glorious, mighty path.
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Words spoken to the Prime Minister

Had you, in your turn, followed My counsels, the affairs of the
government would not have reach so critical a stage.... Com-
mand the governors of the realm to cease shedding the blood
of the innocent, to cease plundering their property, to cease
dishonoring their women, and injuring their children.

GPB.105x2x

BHO00951

To: Prime Minister of Iran
Date: 1267 [1850-1851]
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The letters of praise and the subtleties and realities of thanks-
giving are exclusively reserved for the sacred threshold of near-
ness to that Sovereign Lord Who, through the wondrous inno-
vations of His grace, brought forth all who dwell in the king-
dom from the mist of obscurity into the realm of manifestation,
and called all created things from the essence of nothingness
into the court of existence for the revelation of His intended
purpose. He honored and established the darkness of the ex-
istence of created things through the encounter with absolute
existence, that all beings, both seen and unseen, might not be
deprived of His all-encompassing mercy nor be excluded from
the ascendancy of the throne of justice.

In every existence He ordained a symbol, and from every sym-
bol He established a command, that the pure essences of the
abstract realities of all created things might move with diverse
motions, so that His celestial dominion might become mani-
fest and evident in the realm of earthly existence. Upon every
thing He bestowed its season, and according to its capacity He
conferred power, and thereafter He presented the command of
what is permitted and forbidden, that the rebellion and faith
of all might be made known, that they might attain unto the
fruits of their deeds and actions, and that they might be re-
warded according to what they have earned.

Lugman said to his son Nathan: “O my son! If it be but the
weight of a mustard seed, and though it be in a rock, or in the
heavens, or in the earth, God will bring it forth. Verily, God is
subtle and informed.” How can anyone find escape or refuge?
All are captive in the grasp of His power, even as the secret
of destiny and the word of fulfillment - the Prince of Believers
hath said: “Every thing is captive in the grasp of Thy power,
and that, verily, is easy for Thee. Glorified be He in Whose
hand is the kingdom of all things, and Who hath power over
all things.”

O my God, my Master and my Hope! How can I describe
Thy holy verses with this tongue that is utterly powerless to
mention even the least of the praises of Thy eternal sovereignty?
How can I behold the signs of Thy intimacy with these eyes that
are blind to the perception of the garments of the Beauty of the
King of Thine eternity? How can I hear Thy sweet melodies
with these ears that are deaf to the warbling of the Dove of
Thine everlastingness? How can I comprehend the subtleties
of Thy wondrous wisdom with this mind that is bewildered
before the manifestations of the designs of Thy Self-Subsisting
Lordship?
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How gracious is Thy generosity and mercy that hath encom-
passed the essence of all created things! How wondrous is Thy
compassion and loving-kindness that hath embraced the high-
est degrees of contingent being! Thou art sanctified beyond
the description of every pure essence, and exalted above the
praise of all that is holy and sacred. All attributes in Thy
holy presence are mere falsehood, and every description in the
realm of Thy intimacy is sheer deception. Thou hast ordained
no path for anyone to know Thee except through utter pow-
erlessness, and decreed no refuge for any soul except absolute
nothingness.

i My God! Tongues fall short of attaining to Thy praise, and

minds are powerless to comprehend the essence of Thy beauty.
Despite all this inadequacy and inability, I call upon Thee with
the call of Thy chosen ones, saying: O my Sovereign and my
Beloved! Grant assurance to the heart of this evanescent atom
through its return to Thy eternal Countenance. Illumine my
eyes with the vision of the beauty of Thy All-Bountiful Self.
Bestow upon me drops of joy from the fountains of Thy light,
and from the chalice of love, through the cypress of gentleness,
bestow upon me the wine of intimate bounty, that my heart
may find repose in the court of Thy beloved presence, and my
mind may be enraptured in the arena of the sovereign of Thy
divine attraction — even as the Essence of camphor and the
very manifestation of the identity of the Light, the Mystery
of the believers, the Lord of those who prostrate themselves —
may my soul be offered up for Him — doth declare: “And make
me of those whose souls have found tranquillity in returning
unto the Lord of lords, whose eyes have been solaced by gazing
upon their Beloved, and of those in whose hearts the trees of
longing for Thee have taken root in the gardens of their breasts,
and the anguish of love for Thee hath seized the very core of
their hearts, while they repair unto the nests of contemplation
and disport themselves in the meadows of nearness and divine
revelation.”

Thou didst create this lowly mote through Thy perfect power,
and didst nurture it with Thy bounteous hands. Thereafter
Thou didst ordain for it trials and tribulations of such nature
as defieth description and cannot be contained within the pages
of tablets. The neck which Thou didst rear amidst birds and
flying creatures, Thou didst ultimately bind with firm shackles;
and the body which Thou didst comfort with garments of silk
and brocade, Thou didst finally subject to the abasement of
imprisonment. “Thou hast adorned me with the ornaments
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of Thy decree — ornaments that cannot be removed, and hast
encircled me with collars that cannot be loosened.”

How many years have passed wherein tribulation floweth like
the rain of Thy mercy, and afflictions appear resplendent from
the horizon of destiny! In these days Thou hast not ordained
for this servant any seat of companionship or assembly of se-
curity. In the beginning Thou didst nurture me through Thy
servants with mercy and compassion, yet in the end Thou didst
abandon me to the companions of wrath and the men of sever-
ity. How many the nights during which the weight of chains
and fetters allowed Me no rest, and how numerous the days
during which peace and tranquillity were denied Me, by rea-
son of that wherewith the hands and tongues of men have
afflicted Me! Both bread and water which Thou hast, through
Thy all-embracing mercy, allowed unto the beasts of the field,
they have, for a time, forbidden unto this servant, and the
things they refused to inflict upon such as have seceded from
Thy Cause, the same have they suffered to be inflicted upon
Me, until, finally, Thy decree was irrevocably fixed, and Thy
behest summoned this servant to depart out of Persia, accom-
panied by a number of frail-bodied men and children of tender
age, at this time when the cold is so intense that one cannot
even speak, and ice and snow so abundant that it is impossible
to move.

Some of the children, through separation from their loved ones,
recite the verses of parting, while others, in despair of home-
land and native soil, lament like the bereaved. And we wander
bewildered in the wilderness of perplexity, and in the deserts
of sorrow we seek Thy favor — that perchance the breeze of Thy
mercy may come, and Thy ancient bounty may arrive.

Thine is the praise for the excellence of Thy tribulation, the
abundance of Thy favors, and the manifestation of Thy trials,
for verily Thou art God, there is no God but Thee, and we are
all them that beseech Thy grace.

BSW+#03.23x, BKOG.104x, GPB.109x
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Words to Mirza Aga Jan

Sultan Abdu’l-‘Aziz banished Us to this country in the greatest
abasement, and since his object was to destroy Us and humble
Us, whenever the means of glory and ease presented themselves,
We did not reject them.
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He is the All-Powerful over whatsoever He willeth by His com-
mand, and He is God, the Omnipotent over all things!

2 Praise be to God, Who causeth the oceans of light to surge
with divine, fiery waters; Who stirreth up the letters of mani-
festation through the Point of the Divine Cloud of Unity; Who
unfoldeth the mountain of the unseen from the heaven of man-
ifestation - the essence of hiddenness and the countenance of
eternity; and Who causeth the Point of Lordship to revolve
in the most glorious and eternal manner - that all may testify
that verily He is the Truth, there is no God but Him, and that
He is indeed the Single, the One, the Eternal, Who begetteth
not nor is begotten, and there is none like unto Him, and He
is God, the Supreme, the Compelling.

3 Praise be to God, Who causeth the depths of fire to overflow
from the Temple of pure and simple holiness; Who filtereth the
vessels of beauty through the outpourings of glorified and ab-
stracted sanctity; Who attracteth divine countenances through
the melodies of eternal oneness; and Who causeth the dove of
light to warble with everlasting, eternal songs - that all may
know that verily He is the Truth, there is no God but Him,
the Abstract, the Powerful, Who hath no description save His
Own Essence and no attribute save His Own Being, and verily
He is the Almighty, the All-Compelling.
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Praise be to God, Who unfoldeth light in the manifestations
of His light; Who causeth light to revolve in the revolutions
of His light; Who maketh light to radiate in the faces of His
light; Who suppresseth light in the suppressions of His light;
Who causeth light to surge in the movements of His light; and
Who causeth light to shine forth in the appearances of His light.
Praise be unto Him, again praise be unto Him, praise which
He alone deserveth and none other.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O my Lord! T have no light
wherewith to call upon Thee through Thy sacred verses, no
splendor wherewith to commune with Thee through the let-
ters of Thy intimacy, no radiance wherewith to meet Thee in
the sacred mysteries of Thy majesty, and no ray wherewith
to behold Thee in the repositories of Thy light. Glorified art
Thou, O my God, O my Lord! I shall call upon Thee at the
time when Thou hast made me sorrowful before the surging
waves of Thy joyfulness, and hast made me grieved on earth
at the tumult of the billows of Thy serenity, and when Thou
hast made me dispirited in my abode before the swelling of the
oceans of Thy radiance.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O my Lord! I bear witness unto
that wherewith Thou bearest witness unto Thyself before all
things, that Thou art God, there is no God but Thee. Thou
hast ever reposed upon the throne of grandeur, and wilt ever
abide in the essence of grace and justice. Thou wast and for-
ever shalt be as Thou hast been before in the glory of might
and beauty. None shall ever know Thee as befitteth Thy true
knowledge, and none shall ever describe Thee as befitteth Thy
true description. All that the holy ones know of Thee is but
falsehood before the court of Thy holy bountifulness, and all
that the believers attribute to Thee is but misbelief in the
precincts of intimacy with the Sovereign of Thy omnipotence.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O my Lord! Thou art He
Who created me when I was naught in Thy dominion, and
sustained me when I was not even an atom in Thy lands, until
Thou didst make me know Thy remembrance and inspired me
to acknowledge it for Thy sake and to submit to Thy Cause for
Thy right, and didst deposit within my essence a light from Thy
Being that I might thereby know Thyself and shine forth in Thy
realm and find repose in the precincts of Thy glory, until there
surged over me the seas of sorrow whereof none could drink
even a drop, and I became grieved to such extent that the spirit
was nigh to departing from my body, whereby I was distressed
and the spiritual ones were distressed, and I was dispirited
and the luminous ones were dispirited. And praise be unto
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Thee, O my Beloved, for all that Thou hast manifested through
Thy power, ordained through Thy will, decreed through Thy
judgment, and determined through Thy sanction, for all this

is evidence of Thy Cause and a path to the sovereignty from
Thee.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O my Lord! How can I call
upon Thee through the wonders of Thy remembrance after
Thou hast cut off the way to the knowledge of Thine Essence,
and how can I not call upon Thee when Thou hast created me
only to mention Thy favors and praise Thy bounties? Glorified
art Thou! I was indeed among those who prostrate themselves
before Thee.

Glorified art Thou, O my God, O my Lord! I beseech Thee in
this dark night, when the Dove of the Command warbleth in
Mount Sinai at the right of the Crimson Tree with Thy eternal
melodies, and in these lengthening shadows when the Nightin-
gale of Light trileth behind the veils of obscurity with Thy
everlasting songs, that Thou lift me to the heaven of the un-
seen through the dominion of Thy Self-Subsisting sovereignty,
and raise me to the horizon of the visible through the power
of the King of Thy Divinity, and cause me to ascend to the
repositories of Thy oneness, and honor me with visiting Thy
countenance, that I may dwell in Thy vicinity and repose upon
Thy carpet and recline upon the cushions of light through Thy
grace, and rest in the heaven of manifestation through Thy
bounty, that perchance my heart may be at peace and my
soul find rest and my being take delight and my essence be
tranquil, that I may thus be among those who are certain of
meeting their Lord.

O distinguished seeker, burning with the fire of the Friend! Be
thou assured that from the first day when God confirmed me
in acknowledging Him and in recognizing His Cause until this
moment, I have never desired to answer any from among His
servants. However, having perceived in thy heart a fire of the
love of God and a spark from the light of the Manifestation of
His Self, the oceans of my affection have been set in motion
through my love for thee. Thus do I desire to answer thee,
through God’s might and power, with that which overfloweth
from me of the dewdrops of servitude in the land of manifesta-
tion, that the fragrances of light may draw thee to the summit
of joy and bring thee to the station which God hath ordained
for thee in these days wherein the winds of sorrow have encom-
passed me from every direction through that which the hands
of men have wrought in uttering calumnies against me with-
out any clear proof or book. O my Lord! Pour forth upon me
patience and grant me victory over the transgressing people.
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Know thou that for this celestial verse, this subtle fruit, this
divine melody, and this heavenly pearl there are infinite mean-
ings unto infinity. Through God’s grace and bounty I shall
cause to flow unto thee an overflow thereof, that it may be a re-
minder to the believers, a light to the fearful, and a stronghold
to those who waver.

Bear thou witness that food hath diverse stations, yet We shall
suffice thee with four of these. Among them is the station of
the Throne of Hahut, the Paradise of Oneness. None can inter-
pret a single letter of that verse in that Paradise, for this is the
station of the mystery of the Divine Eternality, the edifices of
Unity, the Israel of Singleness, and the essence of Luminosity.
Its outward is identical with its inward, and its inward iden-
tical with its outward. It behooveth no one to comprehend
a single letter thereof, but God shall reveal it, when He wil-
leth, to whom He willeth. In the measure of my distress and
poverty, I know not a single letter thereof, for it speaketh of
naught save God, its Creator and Originator. Glorified be God,
its Creator and Quickener, above what the believers describe.
By Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand! Were the oceans
of light to surge in that station, all who are in the heavens
and earth would drown, save for the number of letters of the
Manifestation. God sufficeth as a witness over me and thee.

And among them is the station of the Paradise of Eternality,
the Throne of Lahut, the Light of the Snow-White Land. This
is the station of “He is He” and there is none save Him. This
Paradise is reserved for those servants who are established upon
the Throne of Glory, who drink of the Camphor water before
the Beauty, who recite the verses of light in the heaven of
justice, who find delight therein and are blessed by that food.
Glorified be God, its Originator, above what they describe.

Among them is the Paradise of Oneness, the Yellow Land, the
Ocean of Jabarut. This is the station of “Thou art He and He
is thou” - servants who speak not save by God’s leave, who
act not save by His command, and who forbid not save by His
decree, even as God hath described them: “honored servants
who precede Him not in speech and who act by His command.”

5 Among them is the station of the Paradise of Justice, the Green

Land, the Deep of Malakut. This is reserved for those servants
whom neither commerce nor trade diverteth from the remem-
brance of God. These are indeed the companions of the light,
and they enter therein by God’s leave and repose upon the
carpet of glory.
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Among them is the station of the Paradise of Grace, the Crim-
son Land, the mystery of the Yellow, the hidden secret of the
White, the Point of Nasut. Verily the evidences of remem-
brance therein are greatest, did ye but know.

Alas, alas! Then alas, alas! If the Primal Point were alive in
these days and witnessed My grief he would assuredly, at all
times, comfort Me, treat Me tenderly, and fill Me with ardent
joy. At every moment would he strengthen Me. Alas, alas!
Would that I had died after him before these days, or had
become a thing forgotten, utterly forgotten!

Say: O people, have mercy upon me, and cast not calumnies
upon me, nor hasten in my affair, for I am a servant who has
believed in God and His signs, and but few days of my life
remain. God my Lord suffices as a guardian over you, for
He is my sufficiency and the sufficiency of whomsoever has
sought Him aforetime, and He alone suffices as the Reckoner.
O Lord! Pour forth upon me patience and grant me victory
over the idolatrous people who speak naught but their own
vain imaginings and are moved only by their own desires. Say:
What ails you? How is it that you do not reflect nor perceive?

O trusted one! When the breezes of love waft from the right
of the Tree of Sinai, and turn thee to the right and to the left,
then take refuge in the cave of light by God’s leave, the Most
High - and He is God, powerful over all things. And if thou
hast witnessed and known all that We have explained to thee,
then know that We intend yet another interpretation. Know
that by “food” is meant knowledge itself - all knowledge - and
by “Israel” the Primal Point, and by “Children of Israel” him
whom God made a proof unto mankind in those days, save
what Israel prohibited for himself - that is, what the Primal
Point prohibited for His servants and bondsmen. Then bear
witness that all that God hath ordained in the Book of His com-
mand and His prohibition is truth wherein there is no doubt,
and it is incumbent upon all to act according to it and to ac-
knowledge it. Let not the deeds of those who spread corruption
in the earth while thinking themselves rightly guided prevent
thee. Nay, by the Lord of the realm of glory, they are liars and
calumniators. Verily, such a group is not even permitted to eat
barley in these days - how then could it be permitted for them
to partake of what God hath forbidden in the Book? Glory be
unto Him, glory be unto Him, above what the idolaters assert!

O faithful friend! When thou art illumined by the dawning
lights of the Morn of Eternity whose radiance hath filled the
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horizons, and art attracted by the drawing power of the light
of the Eternal, whose traces have appeared upon the Temples
of Glory, know thou that the purpose of the food in those days
when the Sun was shining in the midst of heaven and the lamp
of eternity was gleaming in the niche of the divine cloud was
naught but the recognition of Him Who is the Author of the
Cause and Israel - namely, the Primal Will through which God
created all that is in the heavens and earth and whatsoever is
between them. And the children of Israel are those servants
who were drawn to the fire of that Will in the year sixty until
the Day when mankind shall be gathered before the Lord of the
worlds.
Know thou that the light of God hath ever been established
upon the throne of bounty and will continue to be as it hath
been, but people perceive not, neither do they witness.

When We exalted thee to the summit of light and raised thee
to the pinnacle of servitude in the land of joy, and when We
gave thee to drink, from the hand of Joseph the All-Glorious,
the water of oneness from the camphor fountain, and laid thee
to rest in the cradle of security while the ant of gladness was
singing - there did thy spirit find repose, thy soul delight, and
thy being joy. Therefore give thanks unto God Who created
thee aforetime by His command and made thee to be of them
who are guided by His signs.

But now I pour out my grief and sorrow unto God, for He
witnesseth my anguish, beholdeth my state and heareth my
cry. By Him Who caused the Bird of Light to soar in the
realm of manifestation! Never have I found one cast down as
I am now, seated in the dust in utter abasement, and there
existeth not a soul who doth not grieve me in such wise that
the heavens are nigh to being cleft asunder, the earth to being
rent, and the mountains to falling in ruins. Never hath the eye
of time beheld one so wronged as I. Yet I have been patient
and forbearing, and have sat before God, trusting in Him and
committing all affairs unto Him, that He might have mercy
upon me and forgive what people have falsely attributed to
me.

Then know, O Kamal, that were I to interpret this verse from
this day until the days reach unto the Most Great Resurrection
- the Day when people shall arise before the presence of the
Ever-Living, the Wondrous - I would be able to do so through
what God hath bestowed upon me of His grace and bounty. For
the mystery of Oneness hath stirred, and the ocean of Eternity
hath surged, and the Countenance of Light in the heavens of
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the divine cloud, at the right hand of the Tree of the Cause,
hath shone forth in these days the like of which the Sun of
Manifestation hath never risen. Yet people know not their
worth nor witness their grace. Alas, alas! Had they known,
the proof would not have been concealed from them nor the
blessing withdrawn from them.

Say: What aileth you that ye associate partners with God Who
created you and aided you with light from His presence, if ye
be believers? O Kamal! Hearken unto the call of this lowly,
banished ant who hideth in his nest and desireth to emerge
among you and disappear from you because of what the hands
of men have wrought. God is witness between me and His
servants, and He is indeed witness over all things.

5 Alas, alas! Were the Other Point, the Ever-Living, the Most

Holy, present, He would surely grieve over my state and weep
for what hath befallen me. And I beseech His presence at this
moment and implore His court that He may raise me to His
realm of glory and seat me upon His holy carpet, as though in
those days I existed not, nor was I anything worth mentioning.
O my Lord! Pour forth upon me patience and grant me victory
over the wrongdoing people.

i O thou trustworthy one! If thou hast dwelt in the white thicket,

the Isle of the Furqan, know that by “food” is meant the divine
authority which God ordained for its people therein. And ver-
ily the meaning of “Israel” is the Point of the Furqan, and by
“Children of Israel” are meant His successors after Him. Thus
doth God reward His God-fearing servants. And if thou hast
dwelt in the crimson Isle, the Garden of the Bayan, know that
when We speak of “food” We mean the Primal Point, the pure
Essence of Oneness in one sense, and by “Israel” is meant the
Other Countenance, the pure Essence of Eternality in another
sense, and the Dawning-Place of Light, the pure Manifestation,
and the Temple of Unity, whom the transgressors have impris-
oned in the earth and concealed throughout the lands, in yet
another sense. Glorified be God above what the hands of men
have wrought! God is not unaware of what men do.

When at that moment the fire of love surged in the heart of
Baha, and the dove of servitude warbled in the heaven of the
divine cloud, and the hoopoe of light trilled in the midst of
the atmosphere, and the Tree of the Mount consumed itself
with its own fire above the Ark of Testimony behind the letter
Qaf in the land of fulfillment, and the ant of servitude toiled
in the valley of oneness on that night with the mystery of
faithfulness, I desired to interpret that verse according to what
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God had taught me at that moment through His grace and
bounty - for verily He is the Mighty, the All-Bestowing. I testify
that “food” is the Ocean of the Unseen which is treasured in
the scrolls of light and stored in the inscribed tablets, and
“Israel” is the Manifestation of the Cause in those days, and
the “Children of Israel” are the people of the Bayan. That
food was permitted unto them - that is, unto everyone who
desired to ascend to the heaven of divine favor and drink the
water of purity from that glass, the cup of servitude, which is
naught but as a shadow upon the earth - nay, I seek God’s
forgiveness for such limitation. Glorified be God far above
what the oppressors say in describing Him!

Alas! Alas! Were there to surge over me but a drop from
the seas of permission from the Sovereign of the divine cloud
and the King of Glory, I would interpret that verse with the
melodies of the spiritual ones, the myriads of the sanctified
ones, and the songs of those who are attracted. But since I
have not detected the fragrance of fulfillment after the decree,
let what I have imparted to thee suffice, that it may serve as
evidence for those who in the days of their Lord are mindful.
When thou art warmed by the warmth of the fire of love and
delighted by the delight of the trace of ink in those steadfast
tablets, then bear witness and be assured that I have claimed
naught save servitude unto God, the Truth. God is my judge
concerning what people fabricate. Say: Woe unto you for what
your hands have wrought! Ye shall be returned to the world of
the unseen and the visible, and therein shall ye be questioned.

Say: O people of the Concourse! Marvel not at what God hath
wrought. The mercy of God and His blessings be upon you, O
people of the Bayan, did ye but know. Fear God, then know
ye that what God hath wrought shineth even as the lamp of
eternity amidst the works of men. How is it that ye ponder
not, nor do ye witness?

Alas, alas! By Him Who hath caused the grieving Dove to war-
ble in the breast of Baha, I have forgotten all that I witnessed
from the day I drank the pure milk from my mother’s breast
until this moment, by reason of what the hands of men have
wrought. And God knoweth all that was, though men know
Say: O people of blindness! Come ye forth from your
dwelling-places to enter the sanctuary of light, the darkness of
the Manifestation, the Most Great House of God, whose decree
hath been recorded in the tablet of the heart by God’s leave,
the Most High, and hath been witnessed.

not.

I conclude these words with what the Dove of Light warbled
aforetime upon its arrival in the land of joy, trilling with the
melody of the heart: Thou knowest, O my Beloved, what I
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have intended, relying upon the face of God. Verily, patience
hath been severed from me through my manifest love for the
beauty of God. Thou knowest what the son of adultery in-
tended against my blood deliberately. Nay, by the presence of
Thy might, I shall not pledge allegiance to him, neither secretly
nor openly. O God, hasten the day of my blood, then my tears
upon the dust while reclining. Would that my day were the
day of my blood, thirsting upon the earth. Glorified be God
far above what the ungodly describe in their glorification, with
a great glorification. And praise be to God, the Lord of the
worlds, in all originality. It is finished.
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To: Mirza Hadi et al.

He is the Exalted, the Inaccessible, Most High

The essence of glorification and the source of sanctification be-
fitteth the sovereign of wondrous and lofty might who, through
the outpourings of the oceans of His grace and bounty, caused
the realities of beings and essences of all things to ascend
from the abasement of nothingness to the throne of glory and
existence. Through the trump of power and sovereignty He
breathed the breath of life into the bodies of abstract essences
and manifest realities, illumined the mirrors of subtle knowl-
edge with the wondrous effulgence of His all-encompassing
mercy, and made manifest the precious ornaments of the ab-
stract realms from the dawning-place of beauty. Thus do all
created things, from the heights of the loftiest heavens to the
earth below, testify that He is the Sovereign of existence upon
the thrones of all contingent beings, and He is the King, the
Desired One, in the realities of all things known. Sanctified is
His holy Being from every pure description, and hallowed is His
sanctified Essence from every abstract attribute. Through His
sovereignty of oneness He is seated upon the throne of unique-
ness, and through His majesty He dwelleth upon the seat of
His bounty.
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Then did the ocean of supreme loving-kindness surge, and the
sea of greatest grace was stirred into motion. The seas of fa-
vor were set in motion and the rivers of generosity overflowed,
until He removed the garment of glory from the countenance
of beauty. At once did the holy mirror and the eternal crystal
raise the banner of being and manifest existence, and He lifted
the luminous veil from His divine countenance, that it might
herald the essence of light and the face of manifestation and
the point of unity in the heights of Sinai, so that all in the king-
dom would await the command of God and the countenance
of God, until the eternal lamp would shine forth in the glass of
the hearts of the servants and the divine light would illumine
the niche of the breasts of men, that they might be drawn unto
the Sovereign of the unseen realm and be attracted to the King
of radiant glory.

He exalted this divine subtlety and heavenly grace through a
third manifestation, as indicated by His - exalted be His station
- words that the unitarians were powerless to comprehend and
the sanctified ones failed to recognize: “This is the first that
We have sent down in the Book - a glorious remembrance - and
the last that We have manifested - a wondrous command. They
rejected both, so We strengthened them with a third figure, a
remembrance from God, the Mighty, the Beautiful.”

Thus were the eternal heavens raised up, the divine stars made
manifest, and the moons of unity rose. The rapture of joy was
adorned with melodies of delight, and the doves of months war-
bled upon the branches of the camphor tree. The nightingale
of glory sang upon the twigs of the Lote-Tree of Sinai, and the
white dove chanted upon the boughs of the tree of richness.
The sphere of joy revolved in the heavens of loftiness, and the
orb of eternity coursed upon the mighty sea. The Sovereign
of the Cause was seated and established upon the throne of
command, even as the Dove of Glory warbled in the Sermon
of Light, and the Nightingale of Faithfulness sang upon the
branches of the Tree of the Unseen Realm: “Verily His sitting
is better than the worship of both worlds. For this let the
strivers strive! For this let the sincere doves take flight!”

; I swear by the essence of glory and the point of decree upon

the throne of destiny that the sitting of that Most Great Light
is greater than whatsoever is in the heavens and earth. This is
a fire that was kindled by His blessed self within His own self,
without any fire having touched it. Nay, this dawning of the
Sun of the Unseen hath never passed through the mind of any
among the near ones or the sincere, as the Primal Point and the
Most Glorious Beauty - may the spirit of all who dwell in the
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realms of revelation be sacrificed for Him - have said concerning
them: “No tidings can describe Him, no thoughts can compre-
hend Him, the most precious hearts of the unitarians cannot
attain to His exalted threshold, nor can the mere intellects of
the sanctified ones reach His most holy court.” They are the
glory of revelation and the manifestation of divine attributes,
unique without peer or likeness, sanctified above association
and glorification. Glory be to God from these non-existent
imaginings and these rejected evil utterances!

O people of the Bayan! Hear My call and turn from your
transient selves to the Eternal Beauty, and ascend from your
thoughts of nothingness to the ancient heavens, that perchance
the breeze of mercy and grace may waft and divine lights en-
velop you. Then may you be seated in the pavilions of exal-
tation and the domes of grandeur, and rest upon the throne
of honor and the seats of mercy, that you may hear with the
ear of spirit the call of the Mystic Herald, awaken from the
stupor of heedlessness, and witness the Ancient King seated at
the right hand of power and might. This is the greatest out-
come, the most glorious wisdom, and the most perfect truth. If
you act upon what has been mentioned in this luminous white
page, you will hear the melodious songs of birds upon the cam-
phor tree branches, which call you from all directions with the
essence of attraction and the substance of rapture, and you will
observe the manifestations of joy upon the thrones of delight,
how they circle around you. Therefore ascend by the cords
of enlightened hearts, that while divine mercy’s breezes blow
from the orient of the soul and fragrant musk wafts from the
north of the Beloved’s hair, you may take your portion of life
and obtain the endless everlasting blessing. This is eternal life
and perpetual grace.

Know the value of these days - the Beauty of the Cause will
not always be manifest. “The Beauty shall be concealed in
the veils of glory, and you shall then supplicate and cry out.”
Therefore while the springs of mercy flow and the clouds of
grace are raised and the seas of love are surging, strive not
to be heedless of His good-pleasure nor to fall short in His
commandments and prohibitions.

This evanescent, lowly servant swears by God that I am fear-
ful and trembling as to how I might fulfill the conditions of
servitude and raise the banner of service. At every moment I
prostrate myself upon all the earth before His blessed Beauty

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

O i Olide s ol gl 2 e
IR RO NS VIR IR R ey
5 o) 58 sl o) oZe Ll
i 52 o) 4w Bole JI G
&eub J&u} .\ﬂ\))@,lajm W.w.\
RISy u\}‘..J\} uﬁj}{\ I 4 we
dYal 5 ST )\Muwjdu\}clfw‘
5 dnsee 035300 SVl o) ) AlOobe
0395 0 *au Ll o) )
LS )
Kl 5
§ aes Ol (Gamd N sd delame iade
L ALl 55y Silie 5 Comy ool L
Calie QL3 5 b pls st 55,8 51,
s Case blad 4w s
\)wbjjﬂd,\sl:.uﬂb@z.m e
w}rvl”;“)‘)*wdfu“;)‘
5o ag L A ol sy T
ﬂww\{.wmupwuﬂ
Bl 51 5 s 5 (il 5 o
opn *doane TNt ot §5 a2l w2
Slasl 4 |y ab Ol ol aid sl
N Ay e s ol g3l § 46 50

o 6l et O ol !
ALk 45 gy o db

o%o@,\,&u\wo%@a
§ alons diSe yp el o 1y 5y e
o *ol3) JL;K;U.A’\)L@.\;ELL AJ)QQ
d}m)\é\@)ﬁUbféﬁxw
st ah & ) e fams 5 ) Ol
sl Cam g alas b E Cend il

Sdo e il

ﬁw ,\@Lw.\;u 1 r‘:‘ g\).\i
(v B dﬂ\ u.a.ﬁ

uprwuyja;ufﬂ::w
5 Cafe Ol Caple S

3ol ol s asa Bl olesle ols,
UL Al

e 5 e 1 o8 Gls b dme!

e oy e S bl 21 6 §

27



10

Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BH00232

and with every tongue I beg and hope for His mercy. Bear
witness that I have left no spot on earth but that I have fallen
prostrate upon it before God, the Mighty, the Glorious, the All-
Praised, and I have left no tongue but that I have called upon
God with it - and God is aware of what I say. I am naught but
an abject servant in His holy court. The eyes of the heedless
are asleep while this servant’s eyes constantly await His mercy
in fear. All souls are at rest while this body awaits grace in
the dust of lowliness. Thus it has been submitted in petitions
to Him: “Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thou seest that all
eyes are sleeping in their beds while the eyes of Baha await
the wonders of Thy mercy, and all servants are resting upon
their couch of glory while the countenance of hope lies upon
the dust, yearning for the ornaments of Thy compassion.”

Glory be to God! How can there be existence for aught else
before the manifestation of Him Who is the Sovereign Truth?
What station hath nothingness in the presence of the revela-
tion of the standards of pre-existence? What mention can be
made of the ephemeral before the Eternal Throne? Where is
the non-existent servant in the court of the Sovereign Lord?
What position hath the slave before the Master, or the abject
before the Mighty, or the lowly before the Exalted? Nay, I
seek God’s forgiveness for all that hath been and shall be men-
tioned. We are utter nothingness and complete non-existence.
We possess neither benefit nor harm, neither life nor resurrec-
tion for ourselves. We are all captives in the grasp of power
and utterly poor before absolute wealth, for all who dwell in
the kingdom exist in the realm of being, and the earth is held
within His mighty grasp. “The whole earth shall be but His
handful on the Day of Resurrection, and the heavens shall be
rolled together in His right hand. Glory be to Him! High is
He above the partners they attribute to Him!”

How subtle is this melody of the Mount from the Dove of joy!
How wondrous is this pure wine from the countenance of de-
light! How sweet is this most glorious song from the throat
of the Spirit! How delicate is this crimson rapture from the
white Face! Until the extinguished fire blazes forth, and the
frozen earth melts, and the lifeless essence becomes animated,
and the withered body stirs to life.

Thereafter, observe the ordinances of God for the love of God,
for this is greater than all good and more exalted than all
knowledge. For whatever degrees of knowledge have been or-
dained by God are themselves the known, and there is no
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knowledge superior to God’s good-pleasure and His command-
ments. Deal with one another with the utmost love and kind-
ness. Should anyone commit a wrong, forgive him; remind
him with perfect love. Be not harsh, neither show pride and
arrogance toward one another, for I swear by God these are
among the requirements of the heedless soul, and utter heed-
lessness leads to destruction. I take refuge in God from its evil
and its cunning. You too should seek refuge, that perchance
Alexander of the age might raise a barrier of illumined brass be-
tween, bringing relief from the Gog of passion and the Magog
of blindness.

This is a leaf that speaketh of the mystery of attraction. Were
ve to know, ye would surely read it and bear witness that He is
indeed the Truth, there is no God but Him, and we are all His
worshippers. And ye would be certain that I am a servant who
hath believed in God and His signs, if ye would but understand.
This humiliation sufficeth for all the people of the Bayan, that
the Sovereign of the Cause is concealed in the pavilion of being
and hidden in the treasuries of mystery. None knoweth in what
land He dwelleth or in which realm He moveth.

Then did the Dove cry out from the pole of the heaven of
mystery, and the pillars of the mighty Throne were shaken, and
the Most Glorious Countenances donned black garments upon
seats of exalted glory, and the Dove of Sorrow warbled in the
mystery of words with a hidden and mysterious call, and the
secluded maidens in the chambers of the Throne shall surely
weep with novel and sorrowful verses, and tears shall flow from
the pure eyes of the crimson ones upon cheeks of resplendent
glory. At that moment, when I heard the cry of weeping from
the Kingdom of all things, I ceased speaking and returned to
the remembrance of God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy, unto
Whom belongeth the Kingdom of this world and the hereafter,
and unto Whom do all return. And praise be to God, the Lord
of all worlds.

5 I have but one expectation from the people of the Bayan,

and make this entreaty: then I do adjure them by God,
the Almighty, the Most Exalted, the All-Subduing, the
Self-Subsisting, that they make no mention of Me, neither
with love and affection, nor with hatred and aversion. It
seemeth that the good-pleasure of God lieth in this, and God
sufficeth as a witness and a guardian between Me and them.

The Kitab-i-Nur hath not been dispatched, notwithstanding
the exceeding urgency and repeated insistence wherewith this
matter was pressed. Be ye not negligent. It is of paramount
necessity for all the people of the Bayan. His Excellency Mulla
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Zaynu'l-‘Abidin — may the blessings of God rest upon him —
must exert the fullest endeavour to bring it to completion. By
the Lord of the heavens and the earth! Verily, it is a Book
mighty and dearly-beloved, and verses that reign supreme, the
Self-Subsisting. Write it in the fairest script, to the utmost
perfection ye are able to attain; then read it with love, if ye
would fain ascend unto the heavens of attraction and mount
up unto the clouds of holiness....
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Kitab-i- Wasiyyati (Book of My Testament)

This is the Book of My Testament after Me. O people of the
Concourse, hearken unto it!

In the Name of God, the Living, the Self-Subsisting, the Eter-
nal, the Single, the Powerful, the Holy.

O Thou Who art hidden in the unseen realm! Hear the call of
this blessed, radiant Leaf which speaketh by the leave of God
and addresseth you from behind the veils, from the right side
of the Tree of Life in the Mount of Glory, the Holy Land. God,
there is no God but Him, the Living, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the Beloved. He is the One Whom God hath made the Self-
Subsisting over all who are in the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever is between them. And He is the Truth, there is no
God but Him, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily, it is the Lamp of Eternity which illumineth the Lantern
of Heaven like unto the sun in a crystal dome. O people of the
Concourse, before it fall ye down in adoration! Say: Verily, it
is the Path of God which is established upon the Throne of the
unseen realm. Pass ye thereon that ye may prosper. Verily, it
is the Ark of God which saileth upon the sea of light. Embark
therein that ye may be preserved.

5 Say: Verily, it is the Rod of God which became a serpent to
those who prostrated not before God, the Single, the Power-
ful, the Praiseworthy, and a blessing unto those who attained
the presence of their Lord. Say: Verily, it is the Cave of One-
ness. Whoso entereth therein is saved, and whoso turneth away
therefrom perisheth. Yet few of you are mindful.
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Say: Verily, it is the Fountain of Life. Whoso drinketh a drop
therefrom hath entered the Tablet of Immortality. Hasten, O
people of the Concourse, that perchance ye may drink! Say:
Verily, it is the Command of God which hath been breathed
into the Trumpet of Creation, whereupon all who are in the
heavens and the earth have swooned away, save a few of His
sincere servants.

Say: Verily, it is the Fire of God which hath been kindled in
your hearts, yet ye perceive it not. Say: Verily, it is the Throne
of God whereon the Manifestation of His Self hath reclined,
and whoso is thereon is on the straight and extended Path of
Truth. Say: Verily, it is the Water of the Cloud which floweth
by God’s leave in pure rivers, yet few of you ponder.

Say: Verily, it is the White Hand in the Mount of Decree,
calling unto you from every direction, yet ye remain heedless.
Say: Verily, it is the Sun of Oneness which hath risen from the
Horizon of Light. Behold it, O people of the Concourse, if ye
have eyes to see! Say: Verily, it is the Moon of the unseen realm
which hath appeared from the direction of Heaven. Hasten
unto it if ye be of those who believe.

Say: Verily, it is the Handiwork of God. Can any creation of
the servants resemble it? Nay, by thy life, even though all may
possess power. Say: Verily, it is the Sovereign of Judgment.
Can anyone share with Him in authority? Nay, by thy Lord,
though all may claim such for themselves.

Say: Verily, it is the Lamp of Command which shineth by
God’s leave from behind the glass in the Land of the unseen
realm, the hidden Glory, encompassing your hearts so that all
may be convinced that there is no God but Him, the Mighty,
the Guardian, the Powerful. Say: Verily, it is the Counte-
nance of Light which hath been established upon the Throne
of Bounty. Recognize it that ye may be guided.

Say: Unto whom belongeth the sovereignty this Day? Thou
shalt not find any possessor of light who will answer. Then
shall We proclaim: Unto God, in Whose grasp of power is the
Kingdom of the heavens and the earth. There is no God but
Him, the Living, the Guardian, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: Were ye to search throughout the highest heavens and all
therein, and the lowest earths and all that are thereon, would
ye find a creator other than God? Say: Glory be to God above
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that which ye imagine! Say: Verily, in the wonders of the verses
are clear proofs for a people who are guided. Say: Verily, in the
creation of your souls and hearts and the differences in your
stations are signs for you, if ye would know. Say: Verily, in
the spirit of the verses are manifest evidences and pervading
fragrances for a people who perceive.

Say: Verily, the rivers of utterance have been concealed in the
garden of light. Such is the decree of God which was ordained
aforetime in the Book of thy Lord, and we all believe in them.

Glory be to Thee, O Lord my God! Do Thou reveal the rivers
of Thy sovereign might that the water of unity may flow within
the inmost realities of all things, in such wise that the ensigns
of Thy guidance will be upraised in the kingdom of Thy Cause
and the stars of Thy luminescence will shine with a scintillat-
ing splendor in the heavens of Thy glory. Potent art Thou to
do what pleaseth Thee. Verily, Thou art the Help in peril, the
Self-Subsisting.

5 Glorified be He Who sendeth down the verses as He pleaseth,

as a bounty from His presence! He is the Truth, there is no
God but Him, the Mighty, the Beloved. With Him are the
treasuries of light which He revealeth unto whomsoever He
willeth among His creation, though the ungodly be averse. His
is the creation and the command. He giveth life and causeth
death, then giveth life through His grace as He willeth — a
command from His presence unto a people who are grateful.

He it is Who hath subdued all authority by His decree and sent
down the light by His leave. He is the Truth, there is no God
but Him. Say: All are submissive unto Him. Say: The decree
of thy Lord hath been fulfilled, the veils have been lifted, and
the Light hath been established upon the Throne of the unseen
realm. How is it that ye perceive not?

Recognize the value of these days,
then present yourselves before Him and fall prostrate before
Him. Say: Woe unto you! The Beauty shall be concealed in
the vestures of Glory, and ye shall then supplicate and lament.
Say: This is the Dove of Remembrance, mentioning you more
excellently than ye make mention. Say: Woe unto you and
unto what your hands have wrought! Do ye call upon what
your souls desire and associate partners with God, your Lord?

He it is Who created you and provided for you and made you
to grow, that ye might walk upon the earth and believe in
God, the Self-Sufficient, the Powerful, the Loving. Say: He it
is Who appointed for you the sun for brightness that ye might
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be illumined thereby, and the moon for light that ye might be
guided thereby and be among those who, in the darkness of
the earth, are guided by the light of their Lord.

Do ye not see that the heavens of creation were raised up by His
command, and upon them is established a sun from the light
of thy Lord, and therein He hath ordained moons that shine
forth and stars that radiate — a bounty from His presence unto
a people who understand? Say: Verily, your hearts and souls
and frames bear witness that there is no God but Him, yet ye
comprehend not.

O people of the Concourse! Do ye find any changer besides
God or any interpreter apart from Him? Say: Glory be to
God above what ye associate with Him! Say: The light of God
hath encompassed you from every quarter, and the Spirit of
the Command strengtheneth you at all times, if ye would but
recognize it. Say: The spirits of the Prophets are attached to
His light. How is it that ye are not guided nor do ye see? Say:
Is there any withholder or sender apart from God? Say: Glory
be to God above what ye know!

Say: Verily, it is the light of your Lord in the wonders of the
verses, from the right side of the yellow Tree upon white leaves.
God, there is no God but Him, the Sovereign, the Powerful,
the Goal of all desire. Say: He it is Who sendeth the winds
as heralds from His presence, Who raiseth the heavens and
sendeth down the light, that ye may be assured of the meeting
with your Lord. There is no God but Him. His is the creation
and the command, and unto Him shall all return.

He it is Who hath distinguished for you in the Book the paths
of righteousness from error, and hath sent down therein the
verses as an exposition of all things, a guidance and a light
unto a people who understand. God hath decreed in the Book,
after the Remembrance, that ye should turn to the Focal Point
of the Command in these days. Whoso turneth away from the
decree of his Lord hath indeed strayed from the path of God,
the Mighty, the Powerful, the Exalted.

He it is Who warneth you of the fire of your own selves, as a
recompense for what ye have wrought. Unto Him submitteth
whosoever is in the heavens and the earth and whatsoever is
between them, and all are assured of Him. Then shall the
Announcer cry out from the unseen realm: “Those who have
believed in God and His signs and have followed what God
hath prescribed in the Book — these are the companions of
divine justice and shall abide forever in the Garden of Light.
As for those who have turned away from the command of God,
thy Lord, and have obeyed whatsoever their souls desired —
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these are the companions of the Fire, and therein shall they be
punished.”

O people of the Bayan! Is anyone able to produce the like of
what God hath sent down in the Book? Say: Glory be to God!
All are His servants and all are humble before Him. Say: He it
is Who hath decreed in the Book the exposition of all things,
as a guidance and mercy unto a people who remember. There
is nothing whose decree hath not been sent down in the Book —
a remembrance from His presence unto a people who perceive.

Say: He is God Who sendeth down tranquillity, lifteth the
veils, and dispatcheth the angels of victory with the hosts of
the heavens and the earth to aid those who aid Him. Verily, He
is the Mystery in the Tree, calling unto you from all directions
— the Throne of Sinai, the Land of Revelation. God! God! The
Mighty, the Luminous, the Powerful, the Guardian, the Goal
of all desire!

Then are the allusions lifted from the words, and the heavenly
maidens appear from behind the veils — a remembrance from
One praised and glorified. Say: The likeness of those who
turn away from the Countenance of Light and claim authority
without being touched by the fire from the yellow Tree, is as
the likeness of a shadow in the presence of the sun. Doth any
light remain therein? If ye would but ponder a little!

7 And the likeness of those who believe in God and His signs
and in the Countenance of Light is as the likeness of a light
kindled from the Tree of Light, shining therefrom as if it were a
yellow, radiant flame, delighting the beholders. And now hath
the Command come at this moment from God — the Guardian,
the Mighty, the Jealous — to purify me from His handmaiden,
and accordingly are we acting.

28 O handmaiden of God! Depart from that house and dwell in

another house — a command from the presence of One beloved
and praised. Then seek forgiveness for thy sin and ask God
for the wonders of His bounty, for He is the Truth, there is no
God but Him, and we are all supplicants of His grace.

Then bear witness that the entire Command is from His pres-
ence, and the heavens are folded up in His right hand, and
the angels prostrate themselves before His Countenance, and
the sun and the moon and the stars are apprehensive through
fear of Him. He is the Truth in the heavens and the earth and
whatsoever is between them, and all are in dread of His awe.
Say:
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Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art verily the Sovereign of
the heavens of grandeur and the King of the realm of splendor.
Thou forgivest whomsoever Thou willest, and chastisest whom-
soever Thou willest; Thou aidest whomsoever Thou willest,
and abandonest whomsoever Thou willest. In Thy grasp is
the kingdom of all things; Thou rulest whatsoever Thou de-
sirest by Thine irresistible command “Be,” and it is. Unto
Him belongeth the unseen of the heavens and of the earth and
whatsoever lieth between them, and He verily knoweth all that
ye perform and all that ye conceal.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Lord! Thou know-
est full well that I summoned Thy servants only according to
that which Thou didst prescribe in the Book, after Thou hadst
made me to hearken unto Thy Call upon the Mount of Decree,
proclaiming: “O all things! Ye are in truth bereft of that which
God Himself hath witnessed, and bear no true witness.”

Thereupon the heavens were upraised by His Command, and
the earth drank deep of His waters; the decree of Thy Lord was
accomplished; the Ark of God rode securely upon the surging
waters of a righteous Cause; and it was proclaimed: “Away
with the people of corruption!” Thus would Thy remembrance
endure in the kingdoms of the heavens and of the earth, and
Thy sovereignty be established over all things; for Thou art
verily the All-Powerful, the Well-Beloved.

And verily this is the mystery in the cycle of successive worlds;
none shall attain unto the reality of this matter save he who
cometh unto God with a thankful heart. Say: Fear ye God, and
follow not the promptings of your own selves. Do whatsoever
God hath commanded you in the Book, for therein lieth your
supreme good, did ye but know. He it is Who hath enjoined
upon you righteousness and prosperity, Who hath made man-
ifest unto you the fountains of wisdom, and Who hath taught
you that which ye knew not.

It beseemeth no soul to alter a single letter of the Book, nor to
exchange a single decree thereof, save him who hath revealed
it aforetime, for He it is Who sendeth down again, through His
bounty, whatsoever He willeth, for the guidance of a people
who are rightly directed. Say: Woe betide you! Can ye find
any beside God who maketh lawful or unlawful, or any giver
besides Him? How is it that ye are not awakened, that ye
reflect not?

I counsel you, O servants, with that wherewith God hath coun-
selled you aforetime in Tablets inscribed with the fingers of
might: Bear witness within your hearts that the Remnant of
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God in these days is the Manifestation of Light, and the ful-
fillment of the awaited promise — a truth whereof there is no
doubt. Verily, We are all expectant.

Say: Fear ye God, and unite in His Cause, and diverge not. For
he, verily, is the Burden borne by the heavens and the earth,
and the Most Great Word enshrined in a treasured, exalted
Book. They who have turned away from God, thy Lord, and
who pervert the words from their rightful places — these have
forsaken the straight Path, and of their plight they remain
unaware.

7 Say: This is indeed the Path of God in the heavens and the

earth; upon it have all the Prophets and Messengers trodden,
while ye remain heedless. Fear ye God, and exchange not light
for darkness, nor pearls for stones, nor morn for eve — how
little is it that ye comprehend! He it is Who created you, and
fashioned you, and thereafter shed upon you the radiance of His
wondrous bounty, and strengthened you with the hosts of the
heavens and the earth, that haply ye might be thankful. Bear
ye witness then that I am but a servant who hath believed in
God and in the Manifestation of Light, and hath taken his seat
at the Point of Sorrow, in utmost abasement, moved by naught
save the thread of grief traced upon the Tablets of might and
grandeur.

O people! Have ye heard aught from me save the words of
servitude? Say: Woe betide you! Do ye profess to believe
in God, yet against His servant do ye devise falsehoods and
trespass His right?

Say: Were I to recount but a drop from the oceans of grief that
beset Me in these days, the souls of all created things would
perish, and the skins of the sincere would shudder with terror.

Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Lord! Bring Thou nigh
the days of my ascension unto Thee, and uplift me unto the
court of Thy sanctity. Wert Thou not the One Who respondeth
to the cry of the distressed when he calleth upon Thee? Behold,
I am the first who hath cried out unto Thee; answer, then, my
prayer, and remove from me all affliction, for Thou art verily
potent over all things. Verily, Thou art the True One, the
All-Knowing, the Knower of things unseen.

Thou hearest my lamentations and my cries, and beholdest
the agitation of my heart and the burning of my soul in the
depths of my bosom, as though it were consumed even as oil
in vessels firmly set upon a sea of fire. Wilt Thou not, after all
this, show mercy unto me — after Thou hast uplifted me unto
the heavens of Thy majesty, and after mine own certitude that
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Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee, the Almighty,
the All-Powerful, the All-Forgiving?

2 And shouldst Thou withhold my ascent, then strengthen Thou

mine arms in the promotion of Thy victory, and make firm
my steps upon Thy straight Path, for Thou art verily the All-
Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.

Verily, those who have uttered against Me that which they
heard not from Me — these are but the creeping things of the
earth, void of knowledge of the Cause and bereft of any under-
standing. Say: Doth not suffice you the Radiance of the Light
Who is seated upon the Throne of Command, dispensing from
behind the veils of concealment a Cause sent down from God,
the All-Compelling, the All-Subsisting?

O people! Did I not summon you by God and His signs, by the
Manifestation of the Light, and did I not bear witness unto you
the paths of guidance and the Remnant of the Awaited One?
Better indeed would it be for you, did ye but know.

5 Say: Are many lords better, or God, the One, the Peerless,

the All-Powerful, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the Well-
Beloved?

He it is Who hath raised up the heavens and sent down the
Book with the truth, wherein are clear and manifest signs, and
scriptures firmly established. How is it that ye reflect not, nor
take heed?

He it is Who hath revealed unto you the wonders of Paradise,
wherein are fashioned houris who mirror forth the very essence
of beauty, a bounty bestowed by One Who is Wise and Com-
passionate. Verily, therein are trees as though planted upon
the Mount of Fire, and yet, there is none other God but He,
the Sovereign, the All-Feared.

;. And therein are rivers, where the waters flow from the Ocean

of Pre-existence, gleaming like unto pearls of purest white, that
haply ye may drink thereof. All this hath been prepared for
you, yet how little is it that ye perceive!

Hasten then, O concourse of men, that perchance ye may enter
the Paradise of your Lord, the Most Merciful, and therein par-
take of the delights thereof. This is but an admonition unto
you and unto such as have prostrated themselves before the
face of God.

Thus did God ordain that Joseph of Light be made a sovereign
over the City of Exposition; yet the people, one and all, lie dead
within the veils of their own selves.
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Know ye that these leaves are a proof of My servitude before
His Countenance, did ye but comprehend. Otherwise, cast
them into the river, that perchance the dwellers of existence
may attain unto certitude in the signs of their Lord.

BPRY.230x, JHT _S#068x

O agrd s o M by S,
SN o L3N 3 g2 B Iy 0y &
0585 r(?) NRCINF S

NLAI_BH1.256, BRL__DA#815,

ADM3+#140 p.159x

BHO01936

To: Nabil Samandar

He is God, exalted be His glory, the Mighty

Your letter arrived. Praise be to God that we dwell beneath the
shade of His grace and are blessed with the fruit of His bounty.
God willing, may you ever ascend to the heaven of holiness and
stations of intimacy, and remain seated and at rest upon the
throne of love for the Peerless Lord and the Beauty of Glory.

And further: at this time certain words have been heard from
the people of that land which became a source of profound
astonishment unto me. For if any should make mention of
this servant, such mention would not occasion dissension; see-
ing that it is clear and evident that this servant possesseth no
mention and no cause of his own. Rather, through this ser-
vant is dissension allayed, even as it was allayed this very year.
And this servant had imagined that, on the part of the friends
there, by reason of this most great test which hath befallen me,
the utmost love and affection would be made manifestd€”not
that, because of the false words of an accursed one who hath
believed in no Lord whatsoever, so many vain and meaningless
utterances should be spoken and repeated. This despite the
fact that the Book of Light [Kitab-i-Nur| had been sent; yet
they did not see fit even once to read it, and to take heed, that
they might refrain from uttering such words as these.

Now all must become aware, and this lowly, insignificant ser-
vant who has been imprisoned several times, been seized, and fi-
nally become rejected by the servants and banished from lands,
can no longer bear the transgression of the companions. After
all, some measure of mercy and justice should be found in the
world. I swear by God that never has there been nor is there
any thought except servitude. However, since matters have
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now reached this point, mention must necessarily be made so
that it may cause people to become aware.

As for the verses revealed in the Book of Light, His Holiness
Himself sent all of them to Mirza Rida-Quli, may God’s bless-
ings be upon him. Among them is this: “God has ordained
much good for thee and preferred thee above those who have
believed in God’s signs, that thou mayest be well-pleased with
God thy Lord and recite what God reveals unto thee,” etc.
And in another place He says: “We have commanded those
who have believed in God’s signs to follow thy word in thy
Lord’s Cause, and We have made thee a warner from Our pres-
ence that thou mayest cast knowledge and wisdom into the
hearts of these,” etc. And there are many more such verses.

Now judge fairly - were these statements proper that were
made in gatherings and spread among people, even though
in all of [the Book of] Light there is no mention of anyone from
among the divines and martyrs except this servant? God will-
ing this will be seen. My purpose in this argument is not to
establish rank, and I swear by God that I am not worthy of
such mentions, but I say this that perhaps the servants may
become mindful and not make statements according to the
promptings of self. The choice is yours. And peace be upon
whoever follows guidance.

If they would only understand these two verses, it would suffice
for all in the heavens and earth. Otherwise the solid rock can
never perceive or touch the Holy Spirit. Since whatever occurs
in that land is seen through your eyes, as you have author-
ity over all of them, therefore these few words were ventured.
Please forgive me.
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Words overheard by Mirza Aqa Jan
Date: 12707 [1854]

[shortly before Baha'u’llah’s retirement, he (Mirza Aqa Jan)
had on one occasion seen Him, between dawn and sunrise, sud-
denly come out from His house, His night-cap still on His head,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 39

ot

6


http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/c/AB/ab-13.html

Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BHUO0055

showing such signs of perturbation that he was powerless to
gaze into His face, and while walking, angrily remark:]

These creatures are the same creatures who for three thou-
sand years have worshipped idols, and bowed down before the
Golden Calf. Now, too, they are fit for nothing better. What
relation can there be between this people and Him Who is the
Countenance of Glory? What ties can bind them to the One
Who is the supreme embodiment of all that is lovable?

[“I stood,” declared Mirza Aqa Jan, “rooted to the spot, lifeless,
dried up as a dead tree, ready to fall under the impact of the
stunning power of His words. Finally, He said:]

Bid them recite: “Is there any Remover of difficulties save God?
Say: Praised be God! He is God! All are His servants, and
all abide by His bidding!” Tell them to repeat it five hundred
times, nay, a thousand times, by day and by night, sleeping and
waking, that haply the Countenance of Glory may be unveiled
to their eyes, and tiers of light descend upon them.

[He Himself, T was subsequently informed, recited this same
verse, His face betraying the utmost sadness.]

We have, for a while, tarried amongst this people, and failed
to discern the slightest response on their part.

GPB.119x

BHUO0055

Words to a delegation of Sunni doctors

God is My witness that I have never seen the book you refer
to [the Futuhat-i-Makkiyyih of Ibn ‘Arabi]. I regard, however,
through the power of God, ... whatever you wish me to do as
easy of accomplishment.

GPB.122x
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Qasidiy-i-"Izz-i- Varqa tyyith (Ode of the Dove)
To: Ulama of Kurdistan et al.
Date: 12707 [1854-1855]

The lightning-flash of beauty’s lights drew me, Before its dawn
all suns withdrew unseen.

As though the solar blaze, from grace’s glow, Illumed the
worlds, and dazzled all between.

For joy thereof, the musk of cloudless realms was stirred; For
loftiness, the Spirit of all heights arose.

By one breath, the Trump of Resurrection swelled; By one soft
breeze, the shade of clouds (1) then flowed (2).

Her radiance made Mount Sinai of Eternity appear, Her splen-
dor caused the Light of Glory to draw near; (3)

From her sunset the Sun of Manifestation rose, (4) From her
dawn the Moon of Months rolled crystal-clear.

From her sweet locks the fragrance of union breathed (5), From
her glances Beauty’s eye found peace bequeathed (6);

By her face’s light the Face of Guidance found its way, By her
visage-fire (7) the Prophet’s soul was wreathed. (8)

Her eyelash-arrows pierced through every faithful breast, Her
curling tresses stretched o’er Being’s lofty crest; (9)

My soul’s supreme desire — the ground whereon she walks, And
Heaven’s Throne becomes the earth her feet have blessed.

In every eye I've wept to gain her sweet embrace, In every fire
I’ve burned through separation’s space; (10)

2 I've spread my all beneath her feet in humble prayer — O grant

me, Love, one glimpse of that celestial face!

Upon my heart — and this my first and fondest prayer — (11) I
sought union’s presence everywhere with care;

I traced the letters of nearness on every clod, (12) Yet swift
approach to her light I could not dare.

For had I hastened toward her radiant union bright, Distance
would cast me back from proximity’s sight;
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And when I raised my hands to reach her sacred bond, Her
sword struck down — such is love’s destined plight. (13)

7 My only care was but to bind love’s sacred tie, Her purpose

naught but severance of bonds thereby;

I said: “My soul’s your ransom — what ails me but your sight?
Have mercy, hide not my disgrace from every eye!” (14)

Grant me, through love’s excess, some compass for the way —
That it endure eternal through time’s endless day; (15)

The secret of appearance shone forth from her dawn, (16) All
creation rose — my resurrection’s ray!

Hussein’s own grief I've carried for his sorrow’s sake, The uni-
verse’s blindness for my Guide’s sweet sake; (17)

You are my heart’s hope and my spirit’s dear delight, Soul’s
sovereign, my light, my life’s joy for love’s sake!
Grant me union’s triumph after exile’s pain, Bestow friend-

ship’s spirit after sorrow’s strain;

From my burning heart love’s fire blazed bright, (18) From my
sighs the light of vision came again. (19)

The sea of heaven grows parched from my thirst’s heat, The
river of splendor cannot make complete

26 My drought — on every dust of every shrine I've sworn, (20) To

lay my longing at her blessed feet.

Behold! She speaks through blood that from my eyes has run,
My tears make the vast ocean but a single one

Small drop; my burning makes Abraham’s fire seem But ember;
from my grief joy’s sea has turned to stone.

From my despair all sorrows learned their art to flow, My bril-

liance dimmed, my light grew faint and low, (21)

My radiance quenched from that bright enemy’s disdain — (22)
My bones waste thin, my flesh grows weak with woe. (23)

My heart burns hot with passion’s searing fire, Your love’s
wind fans the flames of my desire;

Separation melts me like the morning dew — (24) Union alone
can lift my spirit higher.

The secret of my sorrow nearly rent the sky, (25) My heart’s
deep care made earth’s foundation sigh; (26)
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My burning heart spoke through my weeping eye, My spirit’s
sighs turned pale my visage high. (27)

I moan (28) all night from mockery (29) and blame (30), I cry
all day (31), bereft of fortune’s claim; (32)

I’ve reached the height of lowliness and shame — (33) Her mem-
ory strikes my tongue completely lame. (34)

7 The houris of the chambers don the dress Of mourning black

in every hall’s recess,

From my heart’s grief; I’ve brought to every heart All sorrow’s
weight and anguish’s distress.

She called to me from realms beyond my sight: “Be silent now!
(35) Hold back your tongue from flight — (36)

Take back each word that you have dared to say” — Thus Love
commands, and I submit to night.

How many a Hussein like you has sought my heart, How many
an Ali played the lover’s part!

How many a beloved above you loved me true, How many a
pure one matched your spiritual art!

They cried through all the ages, yet could not win One glimpse
of union’s light to enter in; (37)

From my dawn the Sun of Manifestation shines Like stars be-
side my radiance within.

From my appearance the Simple Light gleams forth Like light-
ning; from my spirit’s secret worth

The mystery of Being crawls like ants; From my love’s fire all
fires draw their birth. (38)

From my nature (39) God’s own nature (40) took its creed,
(41) From my palm Heaven’s palm was guaranteed; (42)

The Command’s command came from my manifest will, (43)
The Judgment’s justice from my wisdom’s deed.

The ocean’s waves grew calm from my heart’s surge, The Holy
Spirit stirred from my joy’s verge;

From my one glance (44) Moses of Eternity swooned, (45) From
my flash the Mount of Mountains felt the scourge. (46)

From my command’s spreading, souls assembled came, From
my spirit’s breath dead bones (47) burst into flame; (48)
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The Spirit of Command circled round her house, The House’s
Spirit rose from my visage-flame.

The realm of highest knowledge in affliction’s bower, The se-
cret’s voice declaring in its hour — (49)

Before my dot all guidance prostrate fell, (50) And nobles came
as envoys to my power. (51)

From my sweet strain the birds learned melody, Their song but
echo of my harmony.

; Thou mad’st suspicion’s law thy bitter creed, And drank

strange love, forsaking fealty.

With attributes thou cam’st, with lineage crowned, With
names that from the righteous path rebound. (52)

;. Thou’st bound thy soul to mine in description’s chain — But

limits are the greatest error found.

In vain thy hope for union with me burned — No compact thus
was made when faith was earned.

So drink of time’s affliction from each cup, And taste the blood
of wrath for blood returned. (53)

Cut off all hope from every comfort’s touch, Crush down desire
from every longing’s clutch.

2 Blood-spilling in love’s doctrine is ordained, Heart-burning was

my covenant from such. (54)

Sleepless (55) the nights from every stinging dart (56) (57),
Cursed be the days that keep us long apart!

According to my law, destruction’s draught, (58) (59) My
creed: fate’s conquest, mercy’s counterpart. (60)

5 Leave love’s pretense, or bow to what must be — Thus runs the

law ordained eternally.

I called to her in secret: O my love, My hope’s fulfillment and
my mystery!

Behold me present ‘neath thy power’s throne, Behold me trust-
ing what thy will has sown. (61)
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Behold me seeking all that thou dost love, Behold me leaning
(62) where thy judgment’s known. (63)

This breast awaits thy conquest’s piercing spear, This flesh
yearns for thy sword’s dominion drear.

Thy fire’s my light, thy wrath my heart’s desire, (64) Thy blow
my rest, thy doom the goal I hear. (65)

Behold these tears from mine eyes freely flow, Witness my
heart’s secret, how faint and low!

Each day I cast the spears of utter loss, FEach night thy sword
of refusal laid me low.

I read denial’s book in every line, Won curses from all lips in
each design.

With idolatry’s thrust at every breath, Pierced by rejection’s
lance through all of time.

As though time’s trials on my soul descended, As though fate’s
swords against my neck were bended — (66)

Jacob’s grief (67) and Joseph’s prison cell, (68) Job’s affliction
(69) and Abraham’s fire blended,

Adam’s sorrow and Jonah’s exile deep, (70) David’s cry and
Noah’s tears that weep, (71)

Eve’s separation, (72) Mary’s burning pain, Isaiah’s trial,
Zechariah’s grief to keep. (73)

From my grief’s drops hath every fate been sealed, From sor-
row’s flood each trial was revealed.

Behold my wandering through the lands alone, Witness my
desert solitude unconcealed. (74)

When mine eyes opened, (75) heaven’s vault did weep, (76)
From my heart’s dawn earth’s morning light did leap. (77)
(78)

2 From my grief’s spirit, eternal breath was torn, From sorrow’s

gleam, the highest throne did steep. (79)

Existence reddened from my heart’s own blood; The branch of
witness sprouted from my tears. (80)

Bitter trials on thy path taste sweet; Sweet eternity from others
tastes austere. (81)
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About my neck iron’s mark is clearly traced, (82) (83) Upon
my feet the heavy chain’s embrace. (84) (85)

No day has passed but I was burned within By hints in verse
or prose’s naked grace.

My soul departed and my heart dissolved, My secret boiled as
anguish round me revolved.

I stayed bereft of soul and heart and breath — My self’s survival
left me most involved.

From lofty secret, all decrees fell down — Would that my nature
never had been raised.

Thus woes encompassed me on every side; Thus judgments
slew me at every phase. (86) (87)

I soared unto the goal of Unity, Reached the encounter’s eye
in secrecy.

2 Thy description in my seeing I beheld — From thine eye comes

each glance’s mystery. (88)

If bound by limit, then thy bound appears, If by description,
thy attribute clears. (89)

From my disturbance, night’s darkness took form, From my
joy, day’s bright light through years.

No harm if I'm cast out, for I have won The highest light upon
my rising sun.

I found companionship in holiness, And migrated in purity,
mine exile done.

I trusted in the light from my inner gleam, And soared with
spirit in my secret dream.

. I call thee, Life’s own Soul: “Come, take away What of the self

within me yet may teem!” (90)

O Spirit of the Cloud from throne descend! Thou hast no

measure for my low’s extent.

O heart, arise! Go forth from this low land Where honor finds
no dwelling or content.

O patience mine, endure what thou hast seen In thy Beloved’s
pleasure, harsh or keen.
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2 The Spirit called to me and said: “Be still, For all thy proofs

have made thy knowledge clean.

Leave what thou’st known and worshipped long before — Thy
shirk and unity are at my door.

Mount Sinai’s glory is but chaff to me, Light’s brightest ray is
darkness at my core.

5 Thy verses speak the Truth — yet but for youth, Thy praises

tell of Thee — for my poor truth.

From holiness I evermore abide, No bound can set me, wander-
ing far and wide.

7 How oft the Just I counted as unjust, How oft the Wise as

ignorant and dust.

s The lasting seemed but fleeting in my sight, The knower knew

not aught of my true light.

The worshipper appeared a tyrant proud, The kneeling found
no honor mid the crowd.

The scrolls (91) of heaven on my soul were sealed, The pages
(92) of splendor from my page revealed.

From out my atom, Sun of worlds arose, From out my drop
the boundless Ocean flows. (93)

All songs of men resound from throat of bee, Or cricket’s chirp
— such music is to me.

All minds are drunken with my secret wine, (94) All souls are
quickened by the breath of mine. (95)

All gods (96) are gods through issuing of my word, All lords
(97) are lords where wisdom’s tide hath poured.

5 The land of spirit walketh by my voice, The mount of Sinai

made my foot its choice.

My light became the star of Manifest, My soul the Sun of Joy
made manifest.

7 Bright verses, radiant, downward swiftly run, Pure tokens blaz-

ing where their course begun.

;. Raw jewels of thought in richest crown are set, Bright rays of

wisdom in their robe are met.
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From the Kaf of My command (98) flows every law, From My
secret grace springs all that mortals saw;

Thou turned’st from My face to thy fancy’s dream, And ran’st
the waters of conjecture’s stream.

Thou held’st not straight to the unseen light’s way In what
thou wrought’st within, and cast away

> My handiwork (99); now grasp the Cord divine In outward

form, and know the Light is Mine.

Pierce through the veil of nearness without sign, Behold the
Holy Beauty that is thine;

Be still — the powers of the Throne shake sore, Be patient —
eyes unseen weep evermore.

A meaning past all knowledge in thee lies Hidden from every
mind that thinks it wise;

Take joy and comfort in the sacred mystery, And guard it well
if thou art true to Me.

7 Were I to lift the veil from what thou’st seen, Existence in an

instant would convene
To nothing; thus the decree flows from above, Thus runs the

judgment of My power and love.

Blessed are they who win by keeping faith, Blessed who come
beneath My mercy’s wraith;

Blessed the lovers who their life-blood spill, Blessed who trust
in My compassionate will.

Blessed the pure who hasted from every side To dwell within
My lordship’s shadow wide.

(Following annotations by Baha’u’llah:)
1. An allusion to His saying — exalted and glorified be He — “on
the Day when God shall come in the shadows of the clouds.”

2. An allusion to the passing of the mountains, that they
shall pass as the clouds pass, even as He saith: “Thou seest
the mountains and deemest them fixed, yet they pass as the
passing of the clouds.” All this pertaineth to the signs of the
Resurrection and to what shall come to pass therein.

3. Brightness; radiance.

4. The rising of the sun from the West.
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7 5. That is to say: from the sweet breaths of Her tresses there

is wafted the fragrance of joy and praise, and the musk of
mercy and glory, blown from the northern quarter of the Gar-
den of Divine Identity, spread forth from the right hand of the
Garden of Everlasting Singleness — so quickening and rousing
that perchance the decayed bones of the essential realities of
contingent being, through those beauteous breezes and those
delightful fragrances, may be ennobled with everlasting life and
eternal vitality, from an imperishable cup and a peerless new
wine; and may glory in the pride of existence. Likewise, from
Her countenance the Eye of true Beauty — whose lowest sign
is the Sun of the heaven of being — was illumined, brightened,
and made resplendent by beholding that vision. Glory be to
God, its Originator, above all that ye recount.

6. Meaning: “was illumined / was made bright.”
7. The ‘fire’ of love.

8. (Explanation of the Moses allusion): Even as Moses puri-
fied the soul, breathed upon by the Spirit of the Merciful and
lodged within the human temple, from the sandals of earthly
suppositions; and manifested the Hand of divine power from
the bosom of grandeur and the mantle of bounty; he entered
the holy, blessed, and fragrant vale of the heart — the seat
of the throne of the divine Theophany and the chair of the
utterance of the Lord of might. And when he reached that
Sinai-land stretched forth from the right hand of the Spot of
Light, he inhaled the sweet fragrance of the Spirit from the
everlasting East, and perceived the lights of the Eternal One
from every side without “sides.” From the heat of the fragrance
of the love of God, and from the flashes of the embers of the
Fire of Oneness, the lamp of identity was kindled and inflamed
within the lantern of his heart, after the veils of glassy selfhood
were removed. And from the wine of reunion with the peerless
Countenance, and the limpid wine of the Everlasting One, he
attained — after the effacement of contrary states — the vales
of abiding sobriety and everlasting wakefulness; and through
the attraction of yearning for the meeting, gained knowledge of
the City of Delight and Eternity. And “he entered the city at
a time of heedlessness of its people” — then he was gladdened
by the Fire of the Ancient God and illumined by the Light of
the Most Great God, even as He saith to his family: “Tarry ye;
verily I have perceived a fire.” And when, from the Tree nei-
ther of the East nor of the West, he discerned the countenance
of guidance and apprehended the grace without beginning, he
turned from the perishing face of otherness unto the abiding
face of divine Singleness, and was honoured thereby; and he
found that wondrous, impregnable guidance in the kindled fire
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hidden within unseen hearts — hence he said: “or I shall find at
the fire guidance.” Likewise perceive the intent of the blessed
verse: “He Who hath made for you from the green tree a fire.”
Would that there were found a listener, that a drop might be
mentioned from the ocean-flood of this sea of fire and this surg-
ing, treasure-laden sea of sparks; yet better it is that this pearl
remain concealed within the shell of the sea of identity, and hid-
den within the vessels of the secret, that every stranger may be
deprived and every intimate become an intimate of the Ka’bah
of glory and enter the sanctuary of beauty. How blessed the
soul that melteth the cage of the body with the fire of love,
and findeth companionship with the breath of the Spirit, that
it may attain lofty rest through exalted mercy and be endowed
with sublime bounty and honour. All that hath been set forth
concerneth the degrees of guidance and the stages of purifica-
tion in the station of Moses — upon our Prophet and upon him
be peace; the purpose is the manifestation of these theopha-
nies in the visible realm. Otherwise, that blessed One was ever
guided by the guidance of God and shall ever remain so; nay
rather, the Sun of guidance shone forth from him, the Moon
of grace appeared through him, the fire of identity was kindled
from the fire of his inmost being, and the light of divine Single-
ness was illumined from the radiance of his brow. This doubt
is dispelled by his own word, when Pharaoh questioned him
concerning the slain man and he replied: “I did it then, and
I was of those who err. So I fled from you when I feared you;
then my Lord bestowed upon me judgement and made me one
of the messengers.” Here endeth the page — yet the theme is
inexhaustible and remaineth.

is the arrow’s shaft;
“wahaq” (from
al-wihaq) meaneth a lasso or noose. That is: for the arrow
of the Beloved’s lashes the most exalted, luminous, sanctified
hearts stand facing, yearning to receive it; and for the noose
of Her tresses the head of universal, hidden, divine existence
stretcheth forth to be caught therein. Deprived is the breast
that attaineth not that arrow; naught is the head that entereth
not that noose. Glory be unto Him above what we have uttered
in His description, and exalted be He above what ye ascribe.

9. Explanation of the imagery: “sahm”

10. Meaning: all those exalted holy eyes, secretly veiled in
the worlds of the unseen, and the visible eyes in the realm of
being — whensoever, in any station and at any time, they wept
and were made to weep — this was for separation from this
servant, through beholding the lights of the Beauty of that
Beloved. This is gathered from the outward sense of the verse;
but its inward meaning none knoweth save God, and we teach
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of it but less than the letter of a letter. Likewise, grasp the
intent of the other hemistich, that taste, yearning, attraction,
bewilderment, passion, and love may arise within thy world of
being, that thou mayest be honoured and attain unto thy own
Sidrat al-Muntaha and thy Agsa Mosque — namely, surrender
to the decree and command of God. Verily your Most High
Lord hath been in truth a witness over you, and in justice a
trustee over us.

11. Meaning: “an aspiration / desire” That is: I have been
spread and laid out upon every land — from the furthest degrees
thereof, from the land of the heart and beyond it unto the
endless reaches hidden in the veils of the unseen, down to the
lowest land of manifest existence — so that perchance that Foot
may step upon the heart, the abode of unseen mysteries. And
this is the utmost yearning of the sanctified hearts of God.

12. Meaning: “dust / earth.”

5 13. Meaning: what is contrary to custom is on account of ob-

serving the order (i.e., for the sake of the poem’s metre/rhyme).

14. (Supplication consistent with the verse’s plea): Whatever
hath befallen me of ranks of utterance and meanings, and what-
ever I have known therein of the conditions of Names and At-
tributes, and whatever God hath made mine in the worlds of
the unseen and the seen — I would ransom all for one meeting
with Thee, or for one single gaze upon Thee. I beg Thy for-
giveness, O my God, at that hour, for what I have claimed in
Thy presence; yet by Thy might, O my God, if I be not such, I
would fain become such through Thy power — for without this
nothing shall profit me, nor shall my heart be stilled thereby,
though Thou shouldst give me all that are in the heavens and
the earth. Then I beseech Thee, O my God, by Him Who hath
borne in Thy path what none beside Him hath borne, to send
down upon Thy servant the greatest tokens of Thy love and
the most glorious signs of Thy affection, that my soul may be
satisfied in that which it hopeth for. Verily Thou art powerful
over all things.

15. Note: If it be taken as an adjective, it is not strictly in
accord; yet thus hath it flowed, and it is truth whereof there is

no doubt.
16. The “waw” of an oath (i.e., “By...”).

17. Grammatical note: the lower world is related to “earth”;
therefore in ahmalat the feminine ta’ is entered.
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18. “Wuqud” signifieth firewood / fuel, as in “whose fuel is men
and stones”; yet it is also used to denote flame and intensity.

19. Meaning: “was realized / came to pass / was made mani-
fest.”

2 20. Meaning: “blood.”

21. Meaning: “delusion / vain-glory.”

22. “A mocker / one who exulteth at another’s misfortune.”
(Then followeth an extended admonition that such mockery is
beyond counting, raining down like a torrent from the heaven
of heedlessness; and a warning: do not assail one whose heart
holdeth only a theophany from the lights of the dawn of the
Cloud; fear God; do not attack; do not hate — if the love of
God be present, what is beneath it mattereth not; praise be to
God Who hath made us independent of their love and mention;
He is powerful over all things.)

23. Meaning: “worn / old / threadbare.”

i 24. Meaning: “my desire / my longing.”

- 25. Allusion to the verse: “the heavens are well-nigh rent asun-

der above them.”

s 26. And: “and the earth is cleft.”
27. Meaning: “flame.”
28. Meaning: “lamentation and yearning.”
29. Meaning: “mockery.”
30. Meaning: “a blamer / reproacher.”
31. Meaning: “importunity / earnest pleading.”
32. Meaning: “loss / deprivation.”
33. From abasement (min al-dhillah).
34. “Kaleel al-lisan” — that is, the tongue grew heavy and slow.
35. Meaning: “silence.”
36. Meaning: “to relate / recount.”

37. Meaning: a cry, lament, and yearning arising from love
and sorrow.
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38. Allusion to: “Tarry ye; verily I have perceived a fire; haply
I may bring you thereof a brand.”

39. A shortened form of “fitrah.”

40. The verse:
mankind.”

“the fitrah of God whereon He hath created

41. Allusion to: “Set thy face steadfastly toward the Faith, as
a hanif

42. “A white hand, without evil.”
Allusion to: “And draw thy hand into thy bosom.”
44. Allusion to: “Then look toward the mountain.”
“Moses fell down thunderstruck.”
46. “And the mountains were crushed.”
47. “He quickeneth the bones, though they be rotted.”
48. Meaning: “they were stirred / moved through joy and the

grace of the Spirit.”

49. (On the Ba’ and the Point): By the Ba’ existence appeared;
and by the Point the worshipper was distinguished from the
Worshipped — (the well-known saying: all that is in the Qur’an
is in the Fatihah, etc.).

50. On the meaning of “the Point”: it is beyond numbering,
reckoning, bounding, or perishing — for the Promised Counte-
nance, the all-embracing Word, and the divine Temple were
named with this exalted Name and this lofty designation, and
thereby the Most Great Throne — seat of the descent and “sit-
ting” of the hidden Essence — was marked; and this is particular
to that Temple; and sufficient is He as a witness.

51. Meaning: “a descent; a coming-down.”
52. Meaning: “a path / way; a disposition or trait.”

53. “Mubhjat al-qalb,” “dam al-qalb,” and “ruh” are each in-
tended here — i.e., “the heart’s-life / heart’s-blood / spirit,” all
three senses being meant.

54. Meaning: “the heart.”

7 55. Meaning: “wakefulness.”

56. The ‘scorpions’ signify the people (i.e., the adversaries) of
the time.

57. Meaning: “one who strikes and stings.”
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58. Meaning: “poison.” A dA
59. Meaning: “destruction; perishing.” SOla 426 04
60. Meaning: “from compassion and loving-kindness.” Sl s caad il s
61. Meaning: “those things already enumerated of wrath and Sshw 5 Caab ) U e & 4{‘.7 S
might.”

62. Meaning: “inclined; leaning.” Jle sy
63. Meaning: “that is, thou hast decreed / pronounced judge- 33 S» & oY
ment.”

64. Meaning: “my desire / my longing.” j‘})‘-\’éai s¥
65. Meaning: “my desire / my longing.” PR
66. Meaning: “the neck.” 0s§ ss

67. Allusion:

“and his eyes turned white from sorrow.”

68. Allusion to the verses: “And there entered with him into
the prison two youths...” and “O my Lord, prison is dearer to
me than that unto which they call me...” to the end.

69. Allusion: “My Lord, harm hath touched me...”

70. Allusion to: “And Dhu’l-Nun, when he went forth in wrath,
thinking We would not constrain him...” to the end.

71. Note: Noah and David uttered many lamentations and
supplications. The account of Noah is well-known; and the
trials of David and the loudness of his outcry are evident from
the Psalms — how greatly he was afflicted and how much he
suffered.1

72. Note: In her separation from Adam, it was forty days — or
more — as mentioned in earlier traditions.

73. Allusion: “And We delivered him from the mighty dis-
tress.”

; 74. Meaning: “the open expanse; the wilderness / desert.”

75. Allusion to the blessed verse: “And We opened the gates
of heaven...”

76. Allusion: “water pouring down in torrents.”

77. Allusion: “And We caused the earth to gush forth with
springs...”

78. Allusion: “So the waters met for a matter already decreed.”
79. Meaning: “they were annihilated / brought to nothing.”
80. Meaning: “sprouting; growing forth.”
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81. Meaning: “bitter.”
82. A figure for “fetters / shackles.”
83. Meaning: “determined, made manifest, and witnessed.”
84. Meaning: “a chain.”
85. Meaning: “it remaineth / endureth.”
3 86. Meaning: “that is, it destroyed me.”
87. Meaning: “decrees; judgments; destinies.”
Allusion: “And We have made thy sight today keen
(sharp).”
89. Meaning: “that is, it appeared / was made manifest.”

90. Note: “fihi” is preferable here, though it runs counter to
usage — because of the exigency of the context.

91. Meaning: “zubr” signifieth “a book / scripture.”
92. Meaning: the plural of “page / scroll” (sahifah).
93. Meaning: “that is, it flowed.”
i 94. Meaning: “from bewilderment and yearning.”
Meaning: “life.”
: 96. Meaning: “gods / deities.”
97. Meaning: “lords.
98. Meaning: the Realm of Command (‘alam al-amr) is in-
tended.
99. That is to say: the Verse of Manifestation — one of the

manifestations of the lights of the Dawn of the Cloud (subh
al-‘ama’), and of the appearings of the splendors of the Sun of
Holiness and Radiance — which shone forth and was made re-
splendent from the Sun of Existence, the Moon of the Intended
One, and the Point of the Worshipped — bestowed upon the re-
alities of contingent beings, the jewels of created hearts, and all
existing atoms and mentioned things, life eternal and everlast-
ing, from the drops of the Water of divine being and the pure
sprinklings of the limpid, flowing, godly stream; and clothed
them in enduring robes, exalted garments, and perpetual ves-
tures that shall never cease.

Yet, notwithstanding such a Most Great Sign, a supreme be-
stowal, unquenchable lights, and an unfailing gift, we have not
stood upright, nor been established in this firm workmanship,
this perfected bounty, this ancient glory, and this everlasting
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grace; but have remained veiled from the holy breaths of the
Holy Spirit and from the fragrant winds of the Light of inti-
macy — so much so that though a thousand “Davids” of exis-
tence were to chant, with the melodies of the Psalms and the
raptures of joy, fresh and wondrous strains over the decayed
bones of servants, they would never stir nor be moved; for the
capacity for the descent of mercy from the heaven of power
hath been removed, and all have been imprisoned in the cage
of the body by the promptings of self, bewildered and stunned
in the region of heedlessness, never returning to sobriety, nor
attaining the station of true nearness and meeting, which is
the primal intent. Alas! alas! that we have not been guided
by the very essence of guidance, nor followed with simple foot-
step; neither have we turned toward the Sinai of His nearness,
nor taken pattern from the attractions of His sanctified Spirit,
nor followed the lights of His joy.

Among the forms of such following is the sacrifice of lives,
wherewith we have not been honoured; and the donning of
the garment of steadfastness, whereunto we have not attained.
Indeed, we sit at the pole of the Sea of Identity, yet we wait
for a draught of water; we abide beneath the shadows of the
Sun of divine Singleness, yet we seek a lamp. Such is the state
of this servant and of the servants, and of all who dwell in the
lands: if a fire be kindled from the Lote-Tree, they kindle not
by it, but strive to extinguish it. Happy is he who is robed
in the mantle of fairness in this arena: if ye be adorned with
this greatest attribute, ye shall assuredly, through the Most
Glorious grace, attain. This is that hidden golden thread: by
its motion all in existence are moved, and by its stillness all in
the realm of the Worshipped are stilled.

Therefore must breasts be illumined and purified from corrupt
and uprooted suppositions, that the wondrous face of fairness
may rise from behind Mount Qaf, and that after this, the do-
minions of divine taste and the attractions of godly yearning
may be perceived from the hands of the Dove of Eternity and
the palms of radiant souls; and that we may rest and abide
upon the pavilion of love. This is the ultimate goal and the
nearer station.

Moreover, we must shun those who turn away from the Truth
in all conditions, and not permit companionship with them
even for an instant; for by God, foul souls melt pure souls as
fire melteth dry wood and heat melteth cold ice. Be not with
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those whose hearts are hardened against the remembrance of

God.

236 What hath been set down is in exposition of this verse, gently,

N

237

240

241

for the eyes of those who turn away and out of pity for the sight
of those who hate, lest they interpret these words according
to their own desire. These lines were spoken in the days of
migration, in the lands of exile, in the territories of Rum; none
of the learned and distinguished there raised objection. Yet of
the beasts of this people, I deem that even after exposition they
will object, and in their fancy walk the paths of error, delusion,
conjecture, and blindness. Say: God guideth to the path —
whether thankful or unthankful; whether turning toward or
turning away.

When the vial of musk is opened, every possessor of scent per-
ceiveth, and every one afflicted with a cold remaineth deprived;
and though all be seized by that ailment, no defect toucheth
the perfume of eternity, nor any weakness befall the musk of
truth.

38 Glorified art Thou, O my God! At that hour do I call upon

Thee — an hour wherein there descended upon me such traces
of Thy sorrow that, were they to overflow upon existence, the
unseen and the seen would be brought to naught, and the
soul itself would well-nigh depart through the violence of its
trembling.

By Thy might, and by the mystery of Thine everlasting Single-
ness! Should I but breathe a breath thereof, its very essence
would burn the hearts, the heaven and all that is therein would
be rent asunder, and the earth and all that is upon it would
be laid in ruins.

Ah, ah! for thereby shall no fragrance of faithfulness ever waft
from the Garden of Radiance; nor shall the sweet scent of im-
mortality breathe from the City of Baha; nor shall the dove of
the Cloud sing upon the crimson leaves; nor shall the cock of
splendor cry aloud in the Kingdom on high.

By the glory of Him whom Thou hast exalted and made the
Manifestation of Thy Divinity and the Source of Thy Lord-
ship! I would forget all remembrance, and all that Thou hast
formerly taught me of the wonders of Thy knowledge and the
all-embracing verses of Thy wisdom; nay, I would become a
thing forgotten and utterly lost — as though I had never been
beheld in the land of dominion.
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By the life of ‘Ali, the life of Muhammad, the spirit of the
Chosen One, the mercy of the All-Merciful, the attraction of
Mahmud, the yearning of Ahmad, the inmost secret of the
Beloved, and the joy of Tahir! I desire not to abide in this
realm for so much as an instant; and God is, behind me, my
Witness.

GPB.118x, BLO_PT#017x, BLO__PT#059, JBS#29.3.43, HURQ.BH04

o=l AR) s e ey M Bl o e
logn g g b g ] “};jﬁ’*{i‘e;
96 5 alid I G 081 Ol ol b sl

INBA36:419, INBA66:175x, BRL DA#803,

AQA3#071 p.196, TZH4.148x, MAS4.197,
RHQM2.0878-887  (299)
(184-191), OOL.B092

MASS8.039ax,

BHO05338

Baz Av-u-Bidih Jamih
Date: 12707 [1854-1855]

Return, and give a cup to this parched heart; From that abid-
ing Bowl, redeem this fleeting part.

Consume this mortal form in rapturous fire, That through the
soul’s lone casement I behold the Friend I desire.

Cleanse me from stain; deny my soul its ease; Then wrap me
in Thy clasp, and close this book of parting seas.

Thou art the breath of Jesus; Moses’ Sidrah-tree; The Crimson
Fire of God that kindles all possibility.

From mine eternity a sign; from pre-eternal world, Beneath
the shade of selfless death give rest to this joy, storm-whirled.

Both this world and the next I flung aside, and cast away;
Return — that I may scatter too my life and spirit in Thy way.

If Thou shouldst rend the veil, the world would into ashes melt;
All matters wouldst Thou set aright, and overturn the creed
men spelt.

With sword in hand Thou com’st, O Love — here head, here
heart, here hand; Strike deep, strike firm, strike once again this
living dead at Thy command.

With blood-bent brow, pour forth my heart’s blood — let it
spill; Then with Thy life-bestowing lips breathe soul through
every pillar — fulfil.
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http://www.bahai.org/r/332158304
https://bahai-library.com/bahaullah_ode_dove_notes
https://bahai-library.com/bahaullah_ode_dove_cole
https://journal.bahaistudies.ca/online/issue/view/2/2
https://hurqalya.ucmerced.edu/node/92
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v036/?page=420
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v066/?page=178
https://www.bahai.org/r/236961161
https://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/Q3/q3-1.html
http://www.h-net.org/~bahai/arabic/vol2/tzh4/tzh4.htm
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS4/mas4-197.html
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS8/mas8-39.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/653.pdf#page=133
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/653.pdf#page=133
https://oceanoflights.org/bahaullah-st-092-fa
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BH03843

The viper of Thy tresses hath my heart and soul devoured;
Now with Thy stainless, radiant hand uplift the dragon over-
powered.

Though sword upon my crown, though arrow in my breast, I
ask no other recompense — what seek the drunkard save Thy
rest?

The dervish would for Thee stake down the soul he fain would
give; Though unworthy of such an offering — yet by Thy grace
he longs to live.

M e 5 5 s 35 a5 i S
\jh.w‘ Jﬁ%&at’q‘)—\;\

f Bk s Ul wls 2
oy Ol fads 3N 540

INBA30:138, OSAI LMMS, BRL_DA#252,
TZH4.142-143x, MAS4.186, OOL.B004
¢
BH03843 s, Ao
g ’i_//‘l”/;"—%f y ,l,.,
Saqi az Ghayb-i-Baqa e ;
. . . . “r ) /, T’;J .._‘, 0 e
To: Siyyid Bagir et al., in Kashan /U//J/ t”/ i }/‘ /_jf
4 J-f J;i,’
Date: 12707 [1854-1855] P e L /’/
ub“"é,,’;bj:», -/ _,)_/V_/ e
: ST R g
/UL‘)CHA{:{ ‘*J/"'/j/j ’L/"a/f.),a '1-/.! :;/,‘<
PR i ot PR P
Cupbearer from the Realm that none have seen, Lift up Thy fwr b le 5 oSS, Cf’ RV I | W

veil; pour deathless wine serene.

The draughts this mortal tavern holds in store Soothe not love’s
gall — bring seas of spirit’s lore.

That this veiled, love-bewildered soul may cry, This God-
intoxicate from torpor fly.

Light now love’s fire and let all being burn; Then step within
the lane where lovers turn.

Till thou thy very being hast resigned, How taste life’'s wine
from ruby Lips divine?

i Set foot upon the crown of worldly power, Then see the death-

less Kingdom, tower on tower.

If still thou guard’st thy life, then come not near; If life and
heart thou bring’st in gift, come here.

Such is the road: if union be thy quest, Seek it; if not, depart
and spare the rest.

Wouldst thou Love’s inmost mysteries explore, Unseal the eye
of tears, shut pride’s proud door.
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Then shalt thou see here Sinai circling round, And restless
Jesus’ Spirit, love-spell-bound.

Within His tresses Oneness’ volume lies; From His twin cheeks
Detachment’s gospel cries.

Quaff from Love’s living spring joy’s gladness deep, That at
the gallows’ foot thy head may sleep.

Dead they lie all along the Lover’s way; O Christ of Time,
breathe warmth on them this day.

Then from the body’s prison shall they wing Into the placeless
realm, beneath the King.

This world-worn dervish, seared by Thy refrain, Now raise to
life with this lament of pain.

DB.137x, BLO_PT#087, HURQ.BH11
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(258-259), OOL.B098

BHO02867

Saqi bidih abi
To: Agqa Sulayman
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

In the name of God

Cupbearer, grant one draught from yonder flame of spirit—
pure, That it may wash the soul at once from whisperings
carnal and obscure.

That water whence the form of fire stood manifest to view;
That fire whence shone the Kawthar—holy, life-creating, new.

One flash of its reflection fell upon the page of soul— And, rav-
ished by that gleam, a hundred Greek-wise secrets lost control.

One ember from that flame leapt up on Sinai’s Sidrah-tree—
A hundred Moses—sons of ‘Imran—were stunned in ecstasy.

One spark from that fierce fire became Love, pitched his tent,
and spread In Adam’s clay-and-water frame, and in the human
heart outread.
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O Love, what art Thou, that through Thee the world is
tempest-tossed, And from Thee too hath wonder come to
Lugman’s wisdom—spent, yet crossed?

At times Thou claim’st: “I am the Beloved’s radiance in the
sphere”; At times Thou say’st: “I am that Countenance—Most
Holy, Most Near.”

When from Thee blows on souls the fragrance of the Friend’s
delight, Whatever boast Thou makest then, I cry: “Thou art
beyond that height!”

Companion of the spirit, sign of Him Whom hearts adore; The
gathering of all souls—and yet their scattering evermore.

Should one ray of Thy face be brought to Egypt’s meeting-
place, Thou’lt see a hundred Josephs there, as buyers, vying
in the chase.

2 The scent of Joseph’s shirt is Thine; the breath of Christ is

Thine; The White-Handed Moses, too, is Thine; and Paran’s
flame divine.

Heads bound within Thy tresses’ bend; hearts wearied by Thy
woe— Both common lover, wild with yearning, and the God-
taught sage below.

I, drunk with Thee, am made renowned by Thee—so let it
be: That we may yield a hundred lives, and make of them our
offering free.

If Thou art He Who taketh souls, why make us live again? If
Thou reviv’st the bodies, why turn’st Thou to serpents what
was plain?

Within the Sultan’s pavilion—once—how gracious wouldst
Thou pace! Thou mak’st the Sultan then a slave, and mak’st
the slave a king in place.

One little lame of Thy bright face within the rosebush of the
soul Lit up the beauty of the spirit—like Nu’'man’s tulip’s burn-
ing scroll.

Ah, ah—what breeze is this, that bears a life-bestowing cheer?
From dawn of soul it rises now—that Godlike Countenance
draws near.

Souls leapt away for longing; hearts were lifted up for wine;
Love itself became love’s lover—and possibility turned fine.

Dervish, tear not further still this veil of mystery and awe, Lest
from the city of lament there rise a cry from beastly law.
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From His own wisdom sprang the love that makes two opposites
agree— Love made a servant at the gate, and Reason stands
to guard the key.

LOIR16.223, BLO__PT#042
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Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

The idol came—aye, with a glass, and wine—sun-bright of
cheek, With heart unsoiled, unstudied, and in meekness mild
and meek.

Mild—why? From world and world-to-be, from every plotted
snare, From the design of possibility, released, and free as air.

Why, by the face of her moon, doth the year of the world
remain, While in her darkling cloud the well of sunlight lies in
chain?

Fold upon fold, that tress—what dim, dim fetters there are
spun; Dim, dim, that unseen lip, by no beholding overrun.

5 She hath a chin like silver ball; a mouth like casket—red; Like

ruby-box of cornelian, where jewels sleep unshed.

By her laughter sugar’s straits grow cheap; by her displeasure—
hell, A fire made ready; and its flame stands at the gate as well.

Her briny ruby turns to shining sapphire in its glow, And hid
therein an unripe pearl lies folded, veiled, and low.

She came—with drunken eye, a wakeful heart: “Subhan
Allah—see! From this wild drunkenness, what anger’s draught
is brought to me!”

I cried: “O King, pour out a cup!”—She said: “Far, far from
thee Be this vain greed; this craving is a useless vanity.

This wine is Life—unstained; defile it not with mortal clay;
This Water is Eternity—O, do not cloud its way.

First bind thy mouth from speech; be still—let even fancy
cease; And in thy thought’s recess be hushed, and rest in gentle
peace.
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Wash thou thy heart from what is seen; and then, with inward
care, Be cleansed from what is hid within—be chosen, pure,
and rare.

When thou art melted, wholly pure, in Unity’s refining fire,
Then shall T give thee two or three small measures of this de-
sire.”

I said: “Thy hand—‘tis Fate’s decree, made sure, confirmed,
and sealed; And from thy might, the light of Destiny hath
flashed, revealed.

5 If T be worthy of the primal Word, the new-born, strange

command, If T possess this numbered praise—this attribute
at hand—

Then why take I the goblet not from thee? Why drink not,
unafraid, This wine, in this arriving night, by thine own mercy
laid?”

7 She cried: “Hey, hey—what dreams are these? Thou lingerest

far and wide; From Truth’s high road thou hast remained and
tarried at the side.

How can this cup be fitly praised? How name this burning
flame, That never stoops to every heart grown weary, cold,
and tame?

If but one drop of my wine thou taste, thou shalt behold, I
swear, So many things unspoken yet, so many things unseen
and rare.”

I said: “Why this delay, O lord of time? Pour out one
draught—be kind— A cup of that resplendent Kawsar,
shining, unconfined.

If life thou seek, I'll give it thee a hundred times again; If head
thou seek, I’ll lay it down beneath thy foot in plain.”

That Kawthar, spirit-born, she gave; I drank—and lo, I saw
An everlasting world disclosed, beyond all name and law.

A morning saw I—Sun from her uprising; dawn I saw, That
from my very soul had breathed, and broke the tyrant’s awe.

Ridwan I saw like the Beloved’s face; a garden fair I found, Con-
cealed from autumn’s eye, and from decay’s pursuing round.

Within the rose, the nightingale’s hid meaning lay; and from
the bird The Secret of the Lord I heard—unuttered, yet half-
heard.

Outward with inward clasped in arm; form with the sense en-
twined; The seen with the unseen in one attire together lined.
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" From her tree I heard that subtle point which Moses never

knew— Not from the Sinai lote, nor yet where Sidrah’s shadow
grew.

A people saw [—drunk with God’s own wine—so rapt, so free,
From being and from not-being escaped, past “is” and “may-
be.”

All were intoxicate with dawn’s first cup, the morning’s rosy
breath, And from the world of “how” they sprang—beyond the
place of death.

In truth I saw what speech can never frame.

“Subhan Allah!”—I praised that fortune, and in wonder stood,
How spread this carpet so sublime, so wide, so rich, so good.

My mind found not a path to any place; my thought, outworn,
Fell faint from such a journey vast, by endless circuits torn.

I said: “A proof is needed—Dblessed; a guide is needed—true;
A leader, meet to be desired, to lead the wanderer through.”

Within myself I said: “O heart, the realm of wonder is the
mind— Yet thou, my helper, hast slipped, and left firm footing
far behind.”

I cried: “O Reason—holy prophet! O Intellect—most high! O
guide of every stricken one—why is this pageantry?

i What carpet is this, where soul is servant? What is this delight,

That grants to Being its own joy, and gives its very light?”

I was with mind in this discourse, when from the Unseen came
This glad annunciation—Ilike a whispering of flame:

“How long, bewitched and love-distraught, wilt thou pretend
to stand? Thou hast not reached, by one small step, that King
of Light’s command.

He by whose bidding worlds are new; by whose breath, Jesus’
soul Lives—He, that God-given splendor, before whose worth
made whole

The Holy Spirit is the least of servants—low, and bowed, and
meek— Enough, O dervish! Speak no more; ‘tis sweeter secrets
keep.”
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

At dawn the Friend came unto my bed; and all my heart, love-
maddened, woke in pain.

O Thou for whom my thoughts fall every way, and for whose
path I am a captive guest in every land.

Now at Thy feet an adder seems to coil, now at Thy throat a
chain that spits out fire.

Thou hast not slept one night on Ease’s couch, nor found one
moment’s truce from Fortune’s roar.

From the hot ash of my sigh the world’s heart burned; and
from Thy wound the eyes of earth are flame.

Now is the yoke set on the neck of some rebel slave; now is he
dragged in fetters through the market’s dust.

Now wronged, Thou fall’st into the tyrant’s hand; now in the
prison of oppression—night and day.

From Thy grief the hearts of friends are kindled red; from Thy
sigh the lovers’ faces lose their light.

Thine eyes have scattered rubies—drops of blood; so dawn’s
pale cheek turns pomegranate and rose.

With all these sorrows that have crossed Thy road, Thou hast
not chilled—mnor cried aloud in weakness.

Who is it that denies Thee rest to-night? and what has made
Thy body like a burning brand?

All night Thou tossest, twisting on the pillow, as one whom
some sharp serpent’s tooth has found.

Why dost Thou turn and moan and draw a breath of grief, and
why has colour fled Thy countenance?

I said: “O Friend, Physician of my soul, no wonder Thou art
come to watch beside the sick.”

5 From Thy face the sun of heaven rises clear; from Thy love my

quiet breath becomes a storm.

If Thou wouldst ask how fares Thy well-beloved, read in my
pallor what the tongue would hide.
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 For in Thy love I have been pierced by many shafts, and on

Thy road my hands were taken by the stranger.

Now they will drag me over hill and gate and waste, now set
me in the presence of the violent and proud.

Should I recount what Thy love has shown to me, my speech
would fail—words would fall like broken cups.

Yet I complain not of Thy sword, O Friend; how should I cast
away Thy pain? I clasp it close.

The soul-thread of Thy love will not be cut, though from my
neck the executioner should take my head.

Not so have I bound my heart in the bend of Thy hair that it
should loosen till the last day’s tally.

Night after night I burn in grief’s own fire, for Thou hast not
beheld my head held high in honour.

The birds of everlastingness have flown back to their nest; we
linger in this perishing world—poor, left behind.

Now comes the hour to lift the standard high; O Secret of God,
put forth a hidden hand.

26 Free the earthborn from the bondage of the dust, and wipe the

mirror-heart till rust is gone.

Unloose from the world’s chain these exiles and these helpers—
O Friend—deliver them from every snare.

Set on their brows the crown of abiding life; gird round their
forms the belt of Thy love.

Enough, O dervish—sting the wound no more; for from these
words a spark leaps up, and burns the soul.

LOIR16.273, BLO__PT#010
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

The soul, by scent of Him, finds out the path unto the Friend;
Sun weds to moon—so meet His cheek, His brow, where glories
blend.

A breath of perfume rose from the banner of His tress— And
musk and amber filled the world with sweetness’ loveliness.

He drew the veil from Beauty—came in majesty’s own guise;
The whole creation lay struck down beneath His shining eyes.

Sense and senselessness, through love of that resplendent face,
were dazed; And soberness with drunkenness about His alley-
ways are raised.

Give now glad tidings to the thirsty lovers, faint and few: An
everlasting Kawthar runs within His watercourse anew.

No marvel if the lover fell within His lasso’s snare— The necks
of all the kings of earth are in His curled hair.

Moses, for love of His bright mien, to Meaning’s Tur would run;
And Jesus of the soul lived once again by His heart-cheering
breath begun.

The chiefs of lovers, worldwide, are emptied now of patience’
store— For rays of His effulgent face have shown from His
celestial door.

A breeze of chastity has blown from Paradise’s garden fair,
Since in the world appeared one hint of His pure character.

The ways of evil men were broke; the hands of tricksters bound;
The pattern of the world made new by His strong arm pro-
found.

The image of His beauty-spot fell in the mirror of the One—
And when it saw His beauty there, it rose to seek where He is
won.

One word unspoken of God’s secret—lo, in every clime A world
thou’lt see in tumult loud, from talk of Him, from time to time.

Thou’lt see the Resurrection plain, the scattering manifest, If
from the realm of being blow one waft of His hair’s crest.

How could the Friend of God have shattered idols—how, how
so— Had not his power been strengthened by one single cry of
“Hu!” below?
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To every side I bow in worship now—for this is true: All direc-
tions turn their faces, turning ever, unto Him they sue.

If thou wouldst have thine eye made bright with knowledge’
holy light, Strive till thou gain the kohl that comes from His
own healing draught and might.

The lover’s soul will wing its flight to nearness’ Sidrah high, If
but one strain of “Ya Hu” upon his listening ear pass by.

Unseal the inward eye—then seek the Vision, seek the Face;
Else though thou sit beside Him, thou shalt not behold His
grace.

The dervish runs across Love’s desert, restless, ever-new— As
through the plain of Unity there runs the gazelle-herd of Hu.
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To: Aga Muhammad Isma’il
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

He is God

When but one cry of “Ya Hu” strikes his ear, the soul— Flies
to the Well-Beloved, rapt with joy, made whole.

The lover’s spirit, winged, to Love’s far Sidrah springs— If one
pure strain of “Ya Hu” beneath him sings.

A new design He casts on clay and water’s fleeting show, When
from the East upsuns the Face of “Ya Hu” aglow.

The world of might and may, yea, tents of holiness, would
burn— Should one lone wail of “Ya Hu” rise and return.

The ear of all the earth is cleansed of what the world has said,
If for one breath it enters where “Ya Hu” is read.

Being is naughted out, and nothing takes Eternity’s hue, When
from the veil breaks forth the Hidden “Ya Hu.”

He whose heart held one wish becomes as the Absolute, If once
he glimpse that flame—the blaze of “Ya Hu.”

How could the Christ pass on beyond the highest dome, Had
not one thunder-cry of “Ya Hu” led him home?
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Who else may set one foot within existence’ realm but He? So
jealous is the Marshal-guard of “Ya Hu”’s decree.

The eye of possibility sees not the color of the is— If for one
instant closes the gaze of “Ya Hu.”

O thirsty ones, strike now the Salsabil of holy Lordship true—
For running, running ever, is the fountain of “Ya Hu.”

Drunk grows the world of being, like lovers at His flame, If the

cupbearer pour anew the wine of “Ya Hu”’s name.

Moses of the soul falls thunderstruck on meaning’s Mount,
When in Sinai’s heart is lit the ember of “Ya Hu.”

5 The heart’s own Tur shines bright; the spirit dances through—

If in the world there sound one chant of “Ya Hu.”

The tint of otherness is wiped from Time’s wide page, If one
breeze stir the curled tress of “Ya Hu” in rage.

From His uprising see the Resurrection in lovers’ eyes— And
hear the Trumpet’s call: “Ya Hu” that cries.

The lover’s soul leaps past the Throne, and passes even then,
When drawn by Love’s attraction—“Ya Hu” again.

It looses hold of life—life vaults from out its place, When in
the realm of being appears the face of “Ya Hu.”

The breath of the Everlasting blows from the perishing land,
When Love’s musk-sachet yields the scent of “Ya Hu”’s hand.

The houris in the chambers of glory thrill anew, If to their ears
there come one ringing “Ya Hu.”

Dervish—strike no more the lute of meanings through the air:
For “Ya Hu”—and His “Ya Hu”—has left all things beware.

BLO__ PT#044
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Date: 1290 [1875] or earlier

In the name of God

From Sidrah of the Highest came Love, with Paran’s blazing
brand; And with the cup of tribulation came from the Court
of God’s command.

First He bestows the mace of “No”—on lovers’ ranks He lays
it sore; Then makes them “Yea,” enduring, by one breath of
spirit evermore.

O Love, Thou art the Sultan throned in possibility’s mid-
sphere; If Thou shouldst plunder but the breast, where would
endurance be, or cheer?

Now Moses’ fire, now “I am God!”—a voice that rends the
night; Now servant, now a king art Thou, by Lordly splendour’s
light.

A people strewn upon the road—both dead, and life
outpoured— Breathe once upon them, Christ-like spirit; lift
them to their Lord.

Thy dawn is in the world of flesh; Thy noon in realms of
Godhead bright; Thy presence—Hahut’s mystery—O gem of
Mercy’s light.

Come, burn my little heart away—then stitch my riven breast
anew With fire of Thy beauty’s blaze, and serpent-clouds that
coil and woo.

O heedless world—give me some news of me, for I am lost from
sight; I, wandered from the path—while Thou art but a flame
of light.

If grace Thou wilt bestow, then give one goblet, clear and free;
I thirst for but a single cup—Thou art the Kawthar, God’s
decree.

Lift Thou Thy raven tresses from Thy cheek’s resplendent sun,
That from the curtain of the dark the very Sun may come.

2 I am the quarry of Thy brows, the captive of Thy hair; Now

dost Thou bind me with Thy lasso—now unloose me from de-
spair.

Thou hast sealed up my lips; Thou hast released me from
my soul; And from Thee comes my drunkenness—O wine of
pomegranates, whole!
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If for one moment Thou shouldst hide Thy face from possibility,
The rule of “everlasting” breaks—both worlds are made to flee.

5 From Thee my cry—O quickener of my life, my breath, my

place; My “where” and “when,” my universe—O Egypt of the
King’s own grace!

This marvel still amazeth me—the hint Thou hast made plain:
To every eye Thou art made seen—yet from Thine own art hid
again.

7O nightingale of my garden—cause of my scar and aching flame;

O Thou my separation too—cry out the Syriac note of Thy
Name!

From heaven Jesus hastes; from splendour Moses comes in
flight; And every soul runs headlong to the holy Presence—
bathed in light.

My rhyme—what is it?—Love knows not the “was” nor “nev-
ermore”: Both “I” I was, and “no” I am; and “nay” I sing no
more.

) Dervish, torment not with too many words this azure dome—

Lest from a single letter’s stir the wheeling heavens storm.
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Ay Bulbulan
To: Unknown, in Karand
Date: 1290 [1873] or earlier

O nightingales, O nightingales, the rose-time is begun; O know-
ers all, the world of Unseen glitters like the sun.

O lovers, lo, the long-veiled Beauty shows His face today; O
seekers, see — the Sought-for One stands plain in open way.

The dawn of God’s own loveliness hath flushed the boundless
skies; Flee, flee the prison of the flesh, in heaven’s free air arise.

That idol once behind the veil, that King of realms on high,
Like Joseph now through street and mart walks shining to the
eye.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

JE 5 £ S O ) O ) S
DBl 5s b OV 0Bl (ol BbLle (ol a2
4

Ole 352 Eo Gt olasle ¢l olazle (o
Ao Sl s oglas OUL (o) oUW (6l

;\,g,\:mh',\b)\j\@;}dbﬁ@aa
5k 1 5o by 4l F e

Oy Ux Fr s Oly Cpdlosy, As O
A5 5L g 4 S 55 058 (e Cawy

71

16

17

19


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v030/?page=90
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS4/mas4-179.html

ot

-~

Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BH00476

That Hidden One on Qaf of Being, veiled for ages long, Now
like the sun from mount to plain pours radiance wide and
strong.

; v T i - urls, i ver-
Love’s market, from His musk-dark curls, in fragrance over

flows, And from His ruby, sugared lips a booth of attar grows.

The wine-vats all are seething now; law, reason, reeling, fall;
Deadliest poison turns to drink — God’s brimming Cup for all.

The rosary is girt as cord of unbelief confessed; Hypocrisy is
swept aside; the saint haunts tavern-crest.

Piety hides its face apart; pretence stands lip-bit, still, Since
His tall cypress form on earth struts partridge-like at will.

The Hidden Treasure stands revealed; the soul’s Simurgh takes
wing; All mysteries are laid bare now, all veils lie riven, torn
thing.

The nightingale to rose-bough flies, the lover finds heart’s sea;
The parrot hastes to Hind once more — strange foes are friends
made free.
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To: Mulla Hamid

The Point of praise and the essence of praise belong exclu-
sively to the sacred and near threshold of that Beloved One
Who raised up the heavens of existence through His perfect
power and adorned them with visible stars through His eternal
sovereignty, so that all things from the kingdom of knowledge
and the realm of possibilities might, in their own station and by
their own essence, bear witness to that which the King of exis-
tence has, in His own Self and by His own Self, testified before
all things: that there is no God but He, the All-Protecting,
the Best-Beloved. No thing has truly known Him as He de-
serves to be known, and no one has truly described Him as He
deserves to be described, for all that is visible is but a single
letter from the Word of His Command which has encompassed
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the essences of contingent being, and all that is known is but
a point of His power which has surrounded the realities of cre-
ation. How then can that which was created by but one of
His melodies ascend to the heavens of His eternity or climb to
the glories of His oneness? Sanctified is His holy Essence from
every abstract essence, and exalted is His pure Countenance
above every praise and tribute.

Then, through the requirements of the establishment of the
Sovereign of justice upon the throne of mercy and grace, He cre-
ated, through pure origination and sheer invention, the Point of
existence and the Praiseworthy Countenance, which has been
expressed through various terms such as the Eternal Counte-
nance, the Divine Reed, the Primal Point, the Warbling of the
Dove, the Perfect Word of Manifestation, the Divine Identity
of the Cloud of Unknowing, and the Countenance of Ahmad
and Muhammad.

“Each one in his own tongue utters praise of Thee

The nightingale through song and the musician through
melody.”

And this is that very verse “There is none like unto Him” before
which all have confessed their powerlessness in the presence of
the manifestation of His knowledge, and have gloried in some
token of His bounty. And after this, He created the essence
of all things through Him, and this is that very essence which
declareth: “Whoso hath known it hath known his Lord, and
whoso hath witnessed it hath attained unto his Master.”

i [ swear by the Sovereign of existence and the King of the seen

and unseen that so long as one remaineth veiled from any of
the stations of this essence, he abideth in fire. And what fire
is mightier than this fire, and what remoteness is more remote
than this remoteness? Thou art with the Beloved, yet knowest
not that love hath triumphed. Verily, as the poet hath said:

“I abandoned the love of Layla and Sa’d at their dwelling,

Yet reached not unto the Beloved even the first stage.”

And this same essence is that very primordial divine nature and
universal divine reality through which all have been created,
yet from which all are veiled; toward which all turn, yet from
which all are turned away.

“O Lord, to whom can it be said — this mystery that in the
world

That omnipresent Witness showed His face to none?”
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He is the One Whom ye seek yet find not, Whom ye behold
yet know not. This is the purpose of creation, as He saith: “So
set thy face to the Faith, being upright, the nature of God in
which He hath created mankind. There is no altering God’s
creation. That is the right religion.”

Otherwise, His Presence cannot be described by any mention
nor characterized by any attribute. That which is mentioned in
traditions and writings is but a sweeping for the servants and
a word for mankind. Otherwise, “they measured not God with
His true measure” and “the whole earth shall be His handful
on the Day of Resurrection, and the heavens shall be rolled in
His right hand. Glory be to Him! High be He exalted above
that which they associate!”

Likewise He saith in the tradition: “All that ye distinguish
through your most subtle imaginings is but a creation like unto
you, returning unto you.”

Therefore, there is no proof of Him save His holy Essence,
and no path unto Him save His sanctified Identity. He hath
ever been a proof unto His own Self, and shall ever be known
through His own Being, even as the Point of Splendor and the
Countenance of Glory - may my spirit and the spirit of all who
dwell in the kingdom of command and creation be a sacrifice
unto Him - hath said in a prayer taught to Ali the Chosen: “O
Thou Who hath proved Thy Own Self by Thy Own Self, Who
art sanctified above any likeness to Thy creatures, and Who
art exalted above any similarity to Thy qualities.”

And again in another station He saith: “Through Thee have I
known Thee, and Thou hast guided me unto Thyself. Were it
not for Thee, I would not have known what Thou art.”

7 “What the reed-flute uttereth in this strain, Should I speak it,

the world would be undone.

Were 1 joined with the lip of my heart’s desire, Like unto a
reed, I would tell what must be told.”

This is the collyrium for the eyes of the ardent ones and the
light of the pupils of the beloved ones. Should but an atom
of these ingredients - which have been drawn from the pure
spring of grace, and ground and refined with the pestle of love
in the mortar of affection - touch the eye of possibility, it would
exclaim and cry out and proclaim: “What is this save a won-
drous collyrium!” All that I desire is to spare further labor and
to veil and preserve the bride of meaning behind the curtain
of words. Yet she remains not still, but raises her head like

a banner saying “Here am I!” and declares “Speak, for this is
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the time for speech, not for sealing the lips, as the listener is
one of understanding, not of mere words. Speak whatsoever
thy straitened heart desires.” Speak openly and nakedly, for I
sleep not with the idol while clothed.

Therefore, be it known that in the realms of unity and the
sovereign realm of detachment, there remains neither separa-
tion nor union, nor any branch that might return to its root.
I shall mention one melody from the melodies of the Eternal
Dove, and one note from the notes of the Eternal Chalice, that
thou mayest gain a portion of life and recognize the value of
this bounty of remembrance. This is that passage: “Glorified
art Thou, O my God! All servants detach Thee from aught
else save Thee, and all beings sanctify Thee from whatsoever
is beside Thee. But I, in my impotence and poverty, have
found none other than Thee from whom to detach Thee, and
have witnessed naught besides Thee by which to sanctify Thee.
By Thy might! Whenever I sought other than Thee, I found
it to be nothing, and whenever I desired aught beside Thee, I
witnessed it to be utterly non-existent.” And in another place
He says: “Can there be for anyone other than Thee a man-
ifest power that is not possessed by Thee, so that it might
become the revealer of Thee? Blind is the eye that seeth Thee
not! When wert Thou ever hidden that Thou shouldst need
an evidence to lead to Thee?”

What can I say when not a single vein of mine is sober? How
can I describe that Beloved Who hath no peer? In this moment,
without lips, I tell to thee ancient mysteries anew, now hear
from me:

2 “Open now thy earless ear at this time, For the mystery of

‘God doeth what He will divine’.

Three stations from this matter manifest be: First separation,
then union, and return makes three

This is far removed from the ranks of unity divine Though such
mention from that Being sublime.”

5 Is as virtues of the righteous compared to the sins of the near

ones: Yet those immersed in the depths of oneness find none
but Him to mention or describe. Thus doth He say: “Lord,
immerse me in the depths of Thy unity’s sea.”

; This station hath no shore and this utterance no bound: how

can this non-existent atom, this missing point that hath no
name in any gathering, no mention in any ring, fulfill this task
or express this theme?
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This is a rank where His firstness is identical with His lastness,
His outwardness the same as His inwardness. All words in this
station are one reality, all differences but one name, and none
knoweth how this can be, save him whom God hath shown the
creation of His Self.

“The shadows that seek after light Vanish when His light doth
shine bright. In this presence minds are lost aright.”

When the Pen reached this point it broke; therefore it is best
that we seek from Him a share of this melody of grace and
a portion of this draught of mercy, that we may become de-
tached from all else and close the door of existence to all but
Him, that we may become established in the dominion of glory
and partake of the fruits of the tree of bounty and drink from
the crystal springs of loving-kindness. As He says: “O my God!
Grant me complete severance from all else save Thee, and en-
lighten the eyes of our hearts with the light of beholding Thee,
that the eyes of the heart may burn away the veils of light and
attain to the source of grandeur and joy, and that our spirits
may become suspended in the glory of Thy holy splendor.”

Therefore, seeking Him is better than all stations, and men-
tioning His love is more beloved than all remembrances. O
Thou Dawning-Place of Knowledge and Countenance of For-
bearance!

“Listen now, for the lover approaches, Bound by His love with
a rope of palm fiber.”

This is the call of the enraptured lover that was raised in the
thickets of the Psalms. I make mention of this that the manner
in which His honored servants have clung to Him and kindled
the fire of love may become known, that perchance the holy
fragrances may attract thee and bring thee to the station of
intimacy. But look with the eye of purpose, not with the eye
of that which is abrogated, for He says: “Our command is but

b

one.

In the prayer of Kumayl ibn Ziyad an-Nakha’i, He mentions
this passage: “Until all my deeds and my devotions become
one devotion, and my condition in Thy service becomes eter-
nal” By His glory, O Point of Praise, if thou wouldst taste the
sweetness of that station, thou wouldst never neglect it, even
wert thou to be cut to pieces.
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These are the passages that have been translated into Arabic:
How excellent, O my God, is that which the nightingale of
David sang in the garden of the Psalms, from the warbling of
the dove of attraction upon visiting Thy countenance! O joy
that Thy fire of oneness was kindled in the essence of Thine
eternity!

O my God, my God! Remove me not far from Thee, for tribu-
lations have encompassed me entirely. O my God, my God!
Leave me not to myself, for calamities have wholly seized me.
Give me to drink from the pure milk of Thy bounty, for thirsts
have utterly consumed me. Shelter me beneath the wings of
Thy mercy, for poverty has severely touched me. Feed me from
the fruits of the tree of Thine eternity, for weakness has fully
drawn near to me. Immerse me in the seas of forgiveness be-
fore the surging whale of majesty, for sins like mountains have
caused my death.

36 “O Ayaz! From anguish wrought by thee, what thing am I

become? T am left by grief of thee — pray tell my story’s sum.

7 Full many a tale of thy love’s fire have I read unto my soul, Yet

thou hast made me but a tale — now read me as thy scroll.

‘Tis thou who readest, not I, O thou Omnipotent One! I am
but Sinai’s mount, and thou art Moses — this voice begun.”

In conformity with “Beauty belongeth unto the Beautiful,”
whatsoever hath been mentioned of the Wondrous One per-
taineth unto that sacred Being. Verily, “the mention of the
good — Thou art its beginning and its end, its source and its
mine,” inasmuch as naught save Thee is beheld, and none other
than You is remembered.

They relate of a certain mystic of divine illumination that one
day, beside a grave, he was searching with the utmost earnest-
ness and making diligent inquiry. When asked what he was
doing, he replied: “Other than what people do.” This answer
increased the questioner’s perplexity, who pressed him with
greater insistence. Then he said: “O brother, people seek God
and find Him not, while I seek other than Him and find not
what I seek.”

“This breath of life hath lifted my garment’s hem, Having
caught the fragrance of Joseph’s raiment.”

At that moment, when my pen was thunderstruck, I abandoned
it and say: “Glory be unto Thee! Verily, I am of those who
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repent and of those who seek forgiveness. And praise be to  Slbew Jgl 5 <57 B 2al i i

God, the Lord of all the worlds.” & oy o) e Nt o Q){\;;\
GPB.117-118x oWl o
BLIB_ Or15722.250, HDQI110-112,

BSHA.081x, AADA.140bx, UVM.064.16x

BHUO0075

Words spoken to Shaykh Sultan
Date: 12717 [1855]

By God besides Whom there is none other God! But for My
recognition of the fact that the blessed Cause of the Primal
Point was on the verge of being completely obliterated, and all
the sacred blood poured out in the path of God would have
been shed in vain, I would in no wise have consented to return
to the people of the Bayan, and would have abandoned them
to the worship of the idols their imaginations had fashioned.

BKOG.122x, GPB.126x

BHO00693

To: Habib

O thou lion-hearted soul, Even as a lion roar, That thy roaring ¢3¢ N agy s :,>- 2 @) land oS Gezk
may perchance To the seventh heaven soar! Gb f‘“ b

Praise be to Him Whose Essence is immeasurably exalted :\)ﬁ A by 01 e w13 w_u, o Oloend
above the strivings of human hearts, however pure, to soar o S oy oy ol skl 5050 o 4 3
into the atmosphere of His nearness, and Whose Being is ‘1 B dgie L) duss sler L) dns O
immensely sanctified beyond the exertions of human minds, - )
however lofty, to ascend unto the heaven of His presence. o5 d Y 52 ey o s QE d‘“
From time immemorial He hath been exalted above the <) 3:\5‘ Q«F’a ol b Cai o Laikie
description of aught save Himself, and He will forever continue Jsae Cdg oy ) & Al STl e
to be sanctified beyond the praise of all created things. The » & %_,,\ d&ﬁ T @U’ o5 el
hearts of them that have recognized Him are sore perplexed ;.&5\ sl Al el :_;55‘
before the tokens of His everlasting handiwork, and the minds foe ARG

of them that have attained His court are bewildered by the
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wondrous evidences of the Revealers of His oneness. He, verily,
is the All-Possessing, the Almighty, the Most Glorious, the
Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

O friend! Thine epistle was received. It told of naught save the
fire which hath been kindled in the tree of human reality, and
bore no message but that which bestoweth a new life upon
enlightened hearts. Well is it with him that hath been set
ablaze by the fire of thy love, and who hath quaffed the water
of life from the cup of thine affection. “The righteous shall
drink of a cup tempered at the camphor fountain.”

To continue: Thy letter, which was a repository of the pearls
of celestial knowledge, was brought before this Exile. God be
praised, it rolled up the scrolls of separation and remoteness
and spread out in their stead the realms of nearness and re-
union. Methinks through the water of thy longing the fire of
separation was changed into “coolness and safety”. In truth, a
perfect meeting was attained through thy letter, and, through
thy mention of the stations of Divine Unity and the signs of
pure abstraction and oneness, it lifted from the world the veils
of limitation. And this, notwithstanding that even the limita-
tions of the world of existence are praised and cherished by the
wayfarer, for he seeth all things in the mirror of the verse “No
defect canst thou see in the creation of the God of mercy”, and
at every moment he heareth with his inner ear the tongue of the
Holy Spirit uttering the words “Seest thou a single flaw?” In
faithlessness he beholdeth the secret of fidelity, and in deadly
poison he tasteth the sweetest honey. Even vengeance is em-
braced in this state; nay more, the true lover welcometh the
betrayal of the beloved.

Thy faithlessness I cherish more Than every gift that life can
give. To suffer at thy vengeful hand— How much dearer than
to live!

; Thus do the wayfarers in the wilderness of solitude and search

experience events and conditions which, though to outward
seeming be a mortal poison, are inwardly a wholesome draught,
and though in appearance a passing mirage, are in reality pure
and refreshing waters. Were I to attempt a full description
of this station, neither could I express it nor the hearer grasp
it. And whoso observeth with the eye of innate knowledge will
confess, openly as well as privily, the selfsame truth.

As to perceived differences, these can be attributed to the
divers stations that have been attained by them that tread
the path of search and mystic knowledge. Thus, at one time
the wayfarer beholdeth the lover hastening in search of the
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beloved through the wilderness of desolation, and at another
he seeth the beloved yearning for the lover across the wilds of
longing and devotion, or wandering, aimless and bewildered,
the wastes of love in his pursuit.

“O for a drop to drink!” the thirsty soul doth groan; “O for a
thirsty soul!” the spring in turn doth moan.

From yet another vantage he perceiveth that the lover and the
beloved are one and the same, and that the seeker is himself
the very object of his search. “How can the lover from the
loved one ever part?” So it is that, at times, the lovers of
the celestial Beauty sound the clarion of “Say: All things are
of God”, while, at others, they raise the call of “It is from
thyself.”

Some have related the aforementioned stages to the inner and
outer journeys of the soul, which is the station of “the knowl-
edge of certitude”, whilst others that have quaffed the wine of
reunion regard each and every stage as relating to that knowl-
edge, and consider the two stations of “the eye of certitude” and
“the truth of certitude” as being exalted above and sanctified
beyond these realms and all that pertaineth unto them, even
as hath been clearly affirmed by that mystic knower. For in all
these stages the mirror of the wayfarer’s heart may bear the
reflection of shadowy desires, wayward thoughts, and worldly
attachments. Wherefore hath it been said that, in these sta-
tions, at one time the hosts of reason are triumphant and, at
another, the armies of love prevail. At one time, the clouds
of affliction and sorrow conceal the heavens of gladness and
joy; at another, the eternal leviathan of love devoureth, in one
fleeting moment, all manifestations of sadness, anguish, grief,
and dejection, and the morn of divine guidance dawneth forth
with the joyful tidings of “despair not of God’s mercy”, and the
gentle breezes of His providence dispel every vestige of torpor
and estrangement. These tidings, however, are not constant
and immutable in these stations, and the wayfarer remaineth
confined between the right hand of faith and assurance and the
left hand of denial and despair.

Some wayfarers remain forever veiled in these stages. Others
are assisted by invisible aid from the Source of unfailing grace,
whereat the hosts of the Realm on high raise the tabernacle of
divine power, and the ascendency of “and verily Our host shall
conquer” is manifested, obliterating the signs and standards
of every worldly attachment and limitation, even as alluded to
by some who have attained this station. At such times, the
ascendancy of God’s names and attributes will so surround a
soul as to leave it no place either to stay or to flee. This station,
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however, hath its own obscurities and impediments, for they
that journey towards the land of Divine Unity and detachment
are still wrapt within the confines of names and attributes,
and take delight in their gardens and bowers. Thus it is that,
in describing these stations, some have made reference to the
“unity of existence” and the “unity of appearance”.

By this is meant that the seeker will close his eyes to all save his
Beloved and open them to naught but His beauty. He will pass
beyond the mortal world and approach the everlasting realm.
He will see no beauty but the Beloved’s and hear no utterance
but His praise; that is, he will avert his gaze from aught save
His beauty and refuse to hearken to any melody but the sweet
accents of His voice. Howbeit some are led astray even in this
station; for no sooner do they inhale the fragrance of reunion,
and hearken unto the voice of the doves of heavenly grace,
than they imagine themselves to have attained perfection and
wander lost in the wilderness of self-conceit, thus depriving
themselves of the soft-flowing stream of divine providence and
the ethereal cup of heavenly delight.

Yet others, assisted by the grace of the everlasting Friend, con-
sume these veils with the fire of His love and step into the
meads of ancient glory. That is, forsaking the wilderness of
the “unity of existence”, they attain unto the ultimate abode
of the “true appearance of the Divine Unity”. So clearly will
they witness in this stage God’s all-encompassing mercy that
in every created thing, both in the world and in the souls of
men, they will behold Him Who hath been interpreted as the
Holy Outpouring. No longer will they close their eyes to any
beauty, nor stop their ears from hearkening to any voice. For
there is no prohibition in this stage and no debarment, inas-
much as in all things they will discern, with both their outer
and inner eyes, the revelation of the signs of Him Who is the
King of all names and attributes, and in every atom they will
find a door that leadeth to the garden of Divine Unity and the
city of pure abstraction. “Where’er I turn my gaze, ‘tis Thee
Whom I behold.” So entirely will the hearts of the wayfarers
be transported by longing for the ecstasies of this station that
they will come to conceive no stage apart from this stage, to
see themselves as abiding within the court of the Beloved and
circling round His sanctuary, and to consider it as the ultimate
abode of them that search and the uttermost station of such
as have attained.

A myriad names and attributes have been ascribed to these
degrees and stations, which I am disinclined to mention here.
It is, indeed, solely because of thy longing and devotion that I
have engaged in such ephemeral and limited topics. And this,
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notwithstanding that speech is the greatest evidence of the
worth of the speaker and guideth unto the recognition of the
source of guidance, for no more complete and enduring proof
hath been or will be vouchsafed unto man from the empyrean
of everlasting glory than words and utterance. This, verily, is
a self-evident truth, for the braying of the donkey can never
compare with the cooing of the dove. Never wilt thou hear from
the raven the melodies of the nightingale, nor inhale from the
abject beetle the fragrance of eternity.
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Lawh-i-Hamd-i-Musha’sha’
To: Shaykh ’Azim

The Ever-Living, the Most Ancient

Radiant praise, adorned, resplendent, ascending, and soaring
to the atmosphere of the holy nearness of my Beloved Who,
with but one melody from the songs of the celestial Dove, one
warble from the eternal Nightingale, and one breath from the
divine Bird, hath illumined all those who dwell in the clouds of
unknowing with the brilliance of His holy splendor and adorned

all scattered elements with the radiance of His intimate beauty.

Yet He hath manifested but a single point from His Book of
Glory, whereupon all have become deluded and lost, and have
remained deprived of the mysteries and inner meanings of the
verdant pavilions and the beautiful couches. They imagine
themselves to be guided and righteous. Nay! By the Lord
of the heavens, they are liars and corrupters! Now that the
light of the morn of faithfulness hath sunk into the realm of
the unseen, and the darkness of the night of blindness hath
encompassed the face of the earth, such gloom hath descended
from the friends upon the page of ink that its mere mention
causeth sorrow to both the seen and unseen worlds. Glory be
to God! To such a degree hath the emblem of grief appeared
upon His countenance. Verily we are God’s, and verily unto
our Lord do we return.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Were ye to awaken even slightly
and ascend somewhat toward the holy heaven of the Eternal
Sovereign, ye would realize how ye have divided the blessed,
universal, and eternal Word. By Him Who is the Educator of
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the seen and unseen and the Sovereign of existence and Ulti-
mate Goal, whatsoever your hands and tongues have wrought
is evident and manifest before Him from Whose knowledge
nothing whatsoever in the kingdoms of earth and heaven is
hidden. Ye shall soon behold its fruits, and these same deeds
and actions of yours shall return unto you at the time of return.
Verily we are God’s, and verily unto Him do we return. O my
God, my Lord and my Beloved! I know not which decree Thou
hast ordained concerning me, nor what Thou hast destined for
my countenance. Dost Thou wish to abandon me among the
oppressors among Thy servants? Here am I, present before
Thee in faithfulness. Or dost Thou wish to take my soul in
this house in utter abasement? By Thy glory! I seek no refuge
save in Thy captivating beauty.

Glorified art Thou, O my Beloved! I shall surely bear witness
unto Thee in that hour before the countenance of the King
of Thy munificence, and I shall surely call upon Thee in the
sacred mysteries before the presence of the Sovereign of Thy
holiness, that Thou art God, there is none other God but Thee,
alone with no partner. Thou hast ever been established in the
mystery of Glory, and Thou shalt ever remain at rest upon the
throne of the heavens. None can ascend to the atmosphere of
the King of Thy attraction, nor can any soul mount up to the
threshold of the Sovereign of Thy self-subsistence. All desire
union with Thee and Thy presence, yet none hath the means
to soar to the heaven of Thy divine unity, nor any proof to
enter the precincts of intimate fellowship with the King of Thy
divinity.

5 Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Lord! Since I find no

portion save in the warbling of Thy verses, and no glory save
in the remembrance of Thy favors, I shall commune with Thee
in this night before Thee with praise of Thine own Essence and
attributes of Thine own Self, that perchance my heart may find
peace amid the surging winds of sorrow for Thy loved ones, and
my soul find rest amid the manifestation of the standards of
grief from the people of Thy chosen ones.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou dost witness my state
in this solitary house while Thy loved ones do with Thy coun-
tenance as they please. Thou knowest my secret amidst the
letters of heaven while Thy chosen ones do with Thy glory as
they desire. Thou hearest my cry in utter abasement while the
pious think of Thee as they wish. Glorified, glorified art Thou!
I see all this as naught but Thy doing unto me and Thy favor
upon me. Thine is the praise in all of this, and Thine is the
gratitude in all of this, for Thou art the Truth, there is no God
but Thee, and we are all believers in this.
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Praise be to God Who hath enriched the Glory with the mys-
tery of faithfulness, and hath seated him upon the crimson
throne, and hath caused him to warble the verses of attraction
on this sorrowful night, though most people neither witness
nor give thanks. Praise be to God Who hath established the
Light in the mystery of Glory, and hath made him witness
from the divine realm among the countenances of heaven, and
hath tried him among the hands of the ungodly in the realm of
creation, though most people neither witness nor know. Praise
be to God Who hath mounted me upon the steed of light, and
hath established me upon the yellow rafraf of might in the
most hidden essences of the Most Glorious, though most peo-
ple neither see nor understand. Praise be to God Who hath
caused me to ascend to the court of mighty divinity, and hath
brought me into being at the radiance of the countenance of
glory, and hath admitted me into the house of identity behind
the veils of grandeur, though most people neither give thanks
nor comprehend. Then after all this, they deny and say what
they know not, and judge what they perceive not.

O Dove of Eternity, Cockrel of Oneness, Bird of Glory, Mani-
festation of Divinity, and Radiance of Beauty! Say: O People
of the Book! Why do you deny Us? Why do you reject Us?
Are We not the verses of joy? Are We not the warbling of
the Lord upon Mount Sinai? Why do you harm Us? How
do you grieve Us? Are We not the hidden secret revealed in
the Psalms? Are We not the countenance of the Ever-Living,
the All-Forgiving? Are We not the mist of camphor? Are We
not the clear signs of Oneness made manifest? Why do you
drive Us from Our homes? Why do you imprison Us in Our
dwellings? Are We not the Beauty of Glory in the darkness
of night? Are We not the Beloved in the midst of the letter
“Ha” with the hidden mystery? Are We not the Loved One in
the heart of Glory with the melodies of resurrection? Are We
not the Singer in the heaven of the heart with the warbling of
birds? Why do you turn away from Us, slay Us, and forsake
Us? By God, the Truth! There shall descend upon you the
mighty, powerful grasp, and there shall appear unto you a se-
vere, overwhelming punishment. Soon shall you know who it
is that shall be visited by a humiliating chastisement, and you
shall find no escape from Our grasp.

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee, O my Beloved, my
Companion, my Witnessed One! 1 seek Thy forgiveness at this
moment for my transgressions before Thee and for my warbling
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in Thy kingdom. I am certain that all that hath been and shall
be revealed is the description of Thy Self and none other, the
mark of Thy mercy and naught else. O my God and my Lord!
How can I seek Thy forgiveness for my grievous sins and my
great transgressions, knowing that all this was naught but the
warbling of the Dove of Thine eternity in my heart, the surging
of the waves of Thy love in my breast, and the manifestation
of the countenance of Thy identity in my heart? Glory be unto
Thee, O my God! I am not an existence that I should implore
before Thee, nor am I anything that I should mention myself
before the court of Thy glory, nor am I a countenance that I
should radiate in Thy kingdom, nor am I one who stands that I
should raise the banners of Thy victory, nor am I a glory that
I should shine in the heaven of Thy majestic manifestations,
nor am I one who waits that I should await the days of Thy
manifestation, nor am I one who sits that I should arise for
Thy Cause, nor am I a presence that I should abide in the
house of Thy glory. For all this was but the signs of Thy Self
in Thy dominion and the tokens of Thy Being in Thy lands,
and they shall never ascend to the heaven of Thy identity nor
rise to the clouds of Thy oneness. Glory be unto Thee! Verily,
I have been among the sinners before Thee, and the first of the
penitent, and the first of the worshippers.

Never be saddened, for it is not permitted. His honor - upon
him be God’s blessings - is missing and cannot be found. I
remember Mirza Akbar and Mirza Isma’il. Divide the other
candy and give it to them in service. His honor, the Most

Excellent of the Excellent ones, possesses the utmost affection.

This writing is for some of you; some complaints about the
loved ones that do not concern you.

ADMS#245
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This is what I have called upon God, my Lord, in the language
of symbols and mysteries, which shall be read by those who
desire to quaff the water of life from the hands of the All-
Bountiful, whereby the beauty of reality is unveiled and the
veils of metaphor are consumed.

He is the Mighty, the Beloved!

O Thou Who hast adorned the beauty of Thine eternal holiness
with the ornament of the thread of Thy glorious grace, and hast
manifested the dawning rays of the Sun of Thy countenance
through the Point which appeared and shone forth from the
essences of the mysteries of Thy hidden wisdom! Glorified,
glorified art Thou! How perfect are the wonders of Thy creative
Lordship in this most great ornament, and how consummate
are the gems of Thy divine knowledge in this most glorious
and noble treasure! Thou hast made it, O my God, as the seas
of Thy knowledge and the ship of Thy wisdom, wherein Thou
hast ordained whatsoever Thou hadst ordained in the worlds
of Thy unity and the holy names of Thy detachment.

Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my heart’s Desire! Thou art He
Who hath encompassed the meanings of Thy sovereign might
within the garments of Thy names, and thereby made known
to Thy servants the essences of Thy Cause and the mysteries
of Thy wisdom. Then didst Thou manifest these hidden names
upon the tablets through the Point which Thou didst detail by
Thy power, making it to tell of him whom Thou didst create
from the fire of Thy love and the air of Thy grace, and Thou
didst conceal therein the earth of Thy will that it might be
watered by the waters of tenderness from the hand of Thy
bounty.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! How mighty is Thy Cause in this
dark luminous thread, and this most pure and radiant cord!
By Thy might! Were it not for it, the Point would not have
appeared in the garment of darkness, nor would the spring of
life have flowed in the depths of obscurity.

i By Thy glory, O my Beloved, I have been sore perplexed

by that which Thou hast created through Thy power in the
mystery of this enduring subtlety and this moving spirit — as
though Thou hadst singled it out from among all existences,
made it a mirror unto all Thy Names and Attributes, and or-
dained for it the grace of nearness and reunion. This is of an
affair which Thou hast not granted unto any in the realms of
Thy sovereignty or the cities of the might of Thy dominion
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save unto it alone. For I behold that the essences of unity
cry aloud in anguish at separation from Thee; that the tem-
ples of self-subsistence rend their garments by reason of their
remoteness from Thy meeting; that all divinities weep at the
manifestations of Thy absence; that all kings lament before the
states of Thy abandonment; that the hearts of the near ones
are consumed by the fire of longing for Thee; that the gems of
sanctification gasp upon the desert of yearning for Thee; that
the mirrors of transcendence smite their heads because of their
distance from the court of Thy might, their exclusion from the
annihilation of Thy holiness and the sanctuary of Thy near-
ness. All of them have been blinded by the vehemence of their
weeping; their eyes have not fallen upon the dawning of the
lights of Thy beauty; they cried aloud until they perished, yet
attained not unto the visitation of Thy countenance and Thy
majesty.

Alas, alas, for that which hath befallen the near ones among
Thy servants, and the sanctified ones in Thy days — so that the
very breath of pre-existence was lost in separation from Thee,
and the root of existence perished through remoteness from
Thy presence; that pure manifestation lay stilled upon ashes by
reason of Thy absence. How many nights, O my God, did they
enter their beds in hope of reunion with Thee, yet greeted the
morn in separation from Thee! How many mornings did they
arise seeking Thy meeting, yet ended the day in estrangement
from Thee! The fire of Thy love seized them in such wise that
Thou didst withhold from them every rest, deprive them of all
joy and delight. And yet — despite all this, and despite Thy
full awareness thereof — Thou didst not once pass by them,
nor unveil Thy beauty unto their souls for even an instant.
How, then, can this servant — who hath been no more than
a shadow in the court of Thy holiness, or as nothing before
the manifestations of the might of Thy ancientness — presume
to desire Thy nearness? His remembrance of Thee hath been
but as the humming of a bee in the air of the splendor of the
divinity of Thy sanctified grandeur, or as the mention of an
ant in the valley of the might of Thy sovereignty.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou, for the wonders of Thy
power and the manifestations of Thy dominion, whereby the
hands of the chosen ones have been severed from the hem of
the robe of Thy recognition, and the eyes of the pure have
been withheld from beholding the lights of Thy beauty and the
visitation of Thy countenance. Glorified art Thou, glorified art
Thou, O my Purpose, above the mention of all that existeth;
glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou, O my Beloved, beyond
the description of all that is contingent. And I bear witness at
that moment that the remembrance of any save Thee reacheth
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not unto Thee, and that the description of aught besides Thee
returneth not unto Thee; for the knowledge of Thee soareth
above the kingdom of everlastingness, while the remembrance
of all else is clipped of wing, standing fast within the mortal
realm of evanescence. How can the realm of extinction ascend
unto the divinity of abidingness? By Thy glory, it cannot —
save by Thy might and Thy power, Thy bounty and Thy gift.

Yet, despite this mighty veiling, I behold that Thou hast made
this Spirit the ornament of Thy countenance and the adorn-
ment of Thy visage; through it are revealed the subtleties of
the secrets of Thy loveliness, and by it Thou dost veil the Sun
of the beauty of the holiness of Thy oneness. Thereby have
I been confounded, and all that dwell in the heavens and the
earth likewise confounded. There is none other God but Thee,
the Mighty, the Revealer, the Concealer.

Therefore 1 beseech Thee, O my God, by the blowing of the
breezes of Thy mercy upon the temples of the erring, and by
the descent of the rains of Thy forgiveness upon the transgres-
sors, and by the Cord whereby Thou hast bound the hearts
of the lovers and drawn unto Thyself the souls of the know-
ers, that Thou cut not this Cord which Thou hast made a
means between Thee and Thy creation, nor deprive them of
this Thread which Thou hast appointed as the servant of Thy
beauty and the companion of Thy countenance. Then I im-
plore Thee, O my Beloved, to purify the air of the hearts of
Thy servants from the clouds of self and desire, and to remove
whatsoever hath intervened between them and the beholding
of the lights of everlastingness. Verily Thou art the Bountiful,
the Bestower, the Munificent, the Giver, the Compassionate,
the Generous.
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He is God, the King, the All-Mighty, the Most Great, the Most
Holy!

I call upon Thee now, O my God, at this time when the lamp of
oneness is kindled in the niche of white light, and this eternal
candle melts in the crimson lamp, and the heart is consumed by
the fire of grief in the liver of Baha, and the bird of the Cause
cries out in the most exalted Kingdom, and crimson tears flow
upon sallow cheeks. For though he writes before Thee with the
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pen of ink upon the green tablet, yet in the secret of his heart
he writes with the pen of blood upon pieces of his liver that
which none can hear in the nearest dominion. Therefore have
the breezes of the Spirit been cut off from the city of eternity,
and the fruits have fallen from the Tree of Paradise, and the
branches of the Lote-Tree of the uttermost boundary have been
broken, and the melodies of the Dove have been stilled in the
most exalted company, and the joy of the pure ones in the
most glorious chambers has been transformed, inasmuch as I
am surrounded by mountain scorpions and sea-dogs, such that
were I to turn to the right, their venom would touch me, and
were I to turn to the left, their dogs would wound me, and were
I to raise my head, the millstone would descend upon it.

And the matter hath reached such a pass that every delight
of the world’s bounties hath been cut off from me. If I would
drink water, I drink from the blood of mine heart; and if I
would partake of food, I eat from a morsel of my liver. All this,
O my God, is of those things that have befallen me through
Thy love, and have descended upon me in obedience unto Thee.
If, then, Thou art able to preserve me, preserve me; and if
Thou wilt not do so, then build for me a dwelling nigh unto
the Throne of Thy majesty, above the heavens of Thine eternal
might; then raise me up unto Thee, that I may abide therein
through Thy tender care, and find repose in the neighbourhood
of Thy mercy.

For I find for myself, in Thy earth, no resting-place wherein
my foot may be set, nor any abode wherein I may dwell, and
by which I may be sustained; for Thy servants have abhorred
me and driven me forth. Each day they take counsel together
concerning my death; they say of me what they please, and
pronounce against me what they desire, until I have become
bewildered in my affair, and find no refuge whither to flee, nor
any habitation wherein to abide, nor any sanctuary wherein
to be secure. Alas, alas! I have no mother to weep over my
condition, no sister to bare her head in mourning for my woes
and afflictions; nor have I any companion to solace me in my
tribulation, or to accompany me in my trial. Yet have I con-
sented unto all that hath befallen me in Thy path. Would that
Thy servants might be content therewith, and might withhold
themselves from all this against me!

5 Nay — by Thy glory! they are not content. Rather have they
rushed upon that Beauty of Thine which Thou hast established
in the place of Thine own Self, and seated upon the throne of
Thy lordship; which Thou hast hidden within the tents of Thy
majesty and the pavilion of Thy exaltation; which Thou hast
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drawn forth from the ocean of Thy oneness, kindled from the
fire of Thine everlastingness, and raised unto a station that
none shall know, and no soul shall ever compass; which Thou
hast made a stronghold for Thy servants and a light in the
cities; and hast ordained that men should return unto Him as
they return unto Thee, and sit before Him as they sit before
Thee. And yet, notwithstanding all this, they have opposed
Him and warred against Him, in secret and in open, until they
have lifted up over Him the banners of dissension, and the
standards of corruption against His Cause.

i At that time I beseech Thee, O my God, by the light of Thine

everlastingness wherewith the heavens and the earth have been
illumined, to make my feet as iron, that I may stand thereby
in His service and in the service of them that love Thee; that
I may become a helper of Thy Cause and a guardian of Thy
command, until I be martyred in His path before Thy face; for
in Thy hand is the kingdom of all things, and Thou, verily, art
powerful over all things. Then do I beseech Thee, O my God,
by the sorrow that hath touched me in Thy way, and that hath
never departed from me from the beginnings of Thy days, to
cause me to ascend unto the Paradise of Thine eternity, and to
raise me unto it through Thy loving-kindness; and deprive me
not of that which Thou hast ordained therein of the wondrous
bounties of Thy oneness and the jewels of the favours of Thy
self-subsistence — that I may be of them that abide therein and
that walk in the neighbourhood of its mercy; lest the whisper-
ings of the devils prevent me from loving Thee, from longing
for Thee, from cleaving unto Thee, and from being consumed
with yearning for Thee. For it is a Paradise created from the
elements of Thy power, and wrought from the subtleties of Thy
might, in such wise that its sun shineth and is never eclipsed,
its moon is bright and is never darkened, its stars fall not, its
houses crumble not, its trees change not, its fruits are never
altered, its mysteries are not veiled, its breeze is not cut off,
its treasures are not exhausted, its light is not quenched, its
garment weareth not away, its verses are not abrogated; its
clusters hang nigh, its fruits endure, its leaves are everlast-
ing, its delights are perfect. Its sun hath ever remained at
the meridian of splendour, and its moon in the rising-place of
beauty.

Glory be unto Thee, glory be unto Thee, O my God! By
Thy might! were I to make mention of the continuance of the
glory of Thy sovereignty and the abiding of Thy pure power, in
describing but a sprinkling of what Thou hast created therein
of the manifestations of the handiwork of Thy lordship and the
signs of the holiness of Thy divinity, I would be found wholly
powerless, faint, and undone, ere a single letter could appear
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from the jewels of Thy workmanship which Thou hast created
therein by Thy power and brought into being therein by Thy
will. Glory be unto Thee, glory be unto Thee! For One such as
Thee befitteth the robe of majesty and greatness, and the gems
of power and dominion; for Thou, in truth, art the Almighty,
and we are all Thy worshippers and unto Thee shall we return.

SW__v08#14 p.186

St 5 Sl Silonas S04 b
50300 Al g LSl wdaall o1y ad
O Uy GhL il o) K 3118y,

Operly Sy Gpale S

INBA49:278, INBA92:050b,

BHO01215

To: Mulla Hasan

He is the Light in Truth and God was ever living from eternity!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I call upon Thee in this hour
when I have detached myself entirely from all who are in the
heavens and on earth, and have clung to the cord of Thy
bounty, and have cut off all paths save unto Thee, until I have
stood at the axis of journeying unto Thee, and have turned
from creation unto Thee, and have turned away from all faces
and directed my face toward the sun of Thine eternity. I have
sought naught but the wonders of Thy grace, and hoped for
naught save the marvelous signs of Thy creative handiwork.

And because of this, Thy servants have assailed me and pelted
me with the stones of their idle fancies, and shot at me the
arrows of their vain imaginings, to such an extent that the
earth, despite its vastness, became too strait for me by reason
of what the hands of Thy servants and the transgressors among
the people of Thy realm have wrought. It is as though I were
caught in the mouth of a black serpent, and red vipers, and
yellow snakes, and white dogs. I find no refuge save in Thee, no
helper but Thee, no succorer other than Thee, and no protector
besides Thee.

And at that time was I confounded, by reason of the stings
wherewith they, who have differed concerning my station, did
vex me — after that Thou hadst ordained for me no condition
save servitude before Thy face, prostration before the manifes-
tations of Thy sovereignty, and turning in penitence unto the
doors of the outpourings of Thy mercy. Yet, O my God, Thou
Who, through the sheer bounty of Thine aid, the pure essence
of Thy favour, the very substance of Thy loving-kindness, and
the subtle fragrance of Thy love, hast clothed me in the ves-
ture of Thy guidance — a vesture wherewith none among Thy
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creatures hath preceded me, nor shall any soul of Thy cre-
ation ever surpass me — inasmuch as Thou didst reveal in Thy
Book, which Thou hast named Nur, and didst raise unto the
highest horizon of manifestation, and within it didst chant, in
loftiest strains, the melodies of Thine everlastingness and the
anthems of the glory of Thy Self-Subsistence; and didst cause
it to be sovereign over Thy Books, speaking forth to establish
Thy right, and pointing unto Thee in the disclosure of Thy
dominion, in such wise that none shall know it save Thyself,
and no soul besides Thee shall attain unto the inmost reality
of its knowledge.

5 Thou hast said therein — Thy word is the truth — that God

hath appointed for thee a station whereunto none hath pre-
ceded thee. After this Thou didst command me therein to
summon all unto Thee, and to remind all by the remembrances
of the Letters of Thine eternity, and to cast upon them jewels
of Thy wisdom and pure essences of the knowledge of Thy one-
ness, that Thy bounty might be made complete upon the near
ones among Thy servants, and Thy sovereignty made manifest
among the sanctified of Thine chosen ones. Thou hast singled
out none for this; nor hast Thou honoured any soul with that
wherewith Thou hast honoured me by Thy grace. In this do I
glory within the kingdom of Thy Cause and the dominion of
Thy might.

i And after this Thou didst send Thy Book unto them by Thy

leave, and Thou hast beheld them that they have not read a
single letter of the verses it containeth; for had they read, they
would not have differed. Their very differing is proof that they
gave no heed unto Thy Book, nor did they bear witness to what
Thou hadst ordained therein of the mysteries of Thy decree
and the modes of Thy consummate behest. It is as though
they had never opened it even once, that they might behold
what lieth within it of the wonders of Thy wisdom and the
jewels of the handiwork of Thy divinity. They have imagined
concerning me that for which Thou gavest them no leave, and
have spoken words whereat I am ashamed to make mention
before Thee or before any of Thy loved ones.

Therefore, praise be unto Thee, O my God, for all this, and for
whatsoever Thou hast caused to descend upon me in Thy path.
I beseech Thee, O my God, by Him Whom Thou hast made
a sovereign over me and over all that are in the heavens and
on the earth, to make me patient in Thy tribulation and well-
pleased with Thy decree; then make mine eyes to turn away
from all save Thee, and to watch for the wondrous tokens of
Thy mercy, that perchance there may descend upon me that
which shall quiet my heart and gladden my being, that I may
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rejoice beneath the shadow of Thy most exalted care, and find
rest in the neighbourhood of Thy most glorious compassion.

And I beseech Thee, at that hour, to forgive them that were
heedless of Thy Most Great remembrance and turned unto
the desires of vain fancy; yea, forgive them, for they are Thy
servants and Thy bondsmen, possessing no power over their
own benefit or harm, nor over life or resurrection. Make Thou,
therefore, O my God, their hearts pure, their eyes clear, and
their ears keen, that they may hear Thy verses with their own
hearing and not with the hearing of another, and behold Thy
beauty with their own sight and not with the sight of any
besides; that they may soar unto the most glorious Pavilion
on the two wings of their love, and ascend unto the highest
horizon in the flame of their affection — so that, by Thy power,
they may come to possess that which Thou hast created for
them within themselves by Thy might. This, verily, is a grace
beyond which no grace in Thy kingdom can be conceived, and
an ordinance unequalled in all Thy dominions.

Then I adjure Thee, O my God, by the first Fire that was kin-
dled from the fire of Thy Being, by the first Sea that branched
forth from the ocean of Thy oneness, by the first Light that
shone from the horizon of Thy Self-Subsistence, by the first
Lamp that was lit in the lantern of Thy love; and by Thy
Name which Thou hast established in the place of Thine own
Self, and raised unto the heaven of the glory of Thy lordship,
and made concealed within the pavilions of Thy might and
hidden beneath the veils of Thy majesty — that Thou wouldst
send down upon me and upon Thy servants the showers of
Thy favour and the rains of Thy bounty; that Thou wouldst
clothe us in the garment of Thy pardon and the mantle of Thy
holiness; and make us of them that have been guided by Thy
guidance, that have sought Thy good-pleasure, that have dwelt
in Thy habitations and reposed in Thy neighbourhood. In Thy
hand is the sovereignty of power and dominion; in Thy right
hand is the King of might and choice. Thou, verily, art potent
to do what Thou willest, and of the deeds of Thy servants art
Thou all-knowing, all-aware.
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To: Siyyid Ibrahim

The beginning of speech and the end of conclusion is the men-
tion of the Sovereign of the heavenly realm and the King of
Glory - exalted be His grace and magnificent His favor. There
is no God but Him. And then it is submitted that one such as
yourself, who has appeared as a leaf of the divine Tree and as
a fruit of the Pre-existent Lote Tree, and who has been nour-
ished from the chalices of light and has drunk from the crimson
cups - why should you be veiled from the divine mysteries and
the manifest words of the Eternal, and become distant from
the ultimate purpose and spiritual desire?

2 Let it not be thought that some ulterior motive lies hidden in
the essence of these words, or that some fancy is concealed in
the secret of these allusions. I swear by the God Who caused
this servant to be seated upon the carpet of love and to repose
upon the cushions of affection, that whatsoever has been men-
tioned stems from the gems of grace and the manifestations of
generosity, sanctified from the consideration of otherness and
holy beyond the witness of qualities.

Look to the previous centuries and reflect upon what God re-
vealed therein to their peoples. Why did discord arise among
them, and for what reason did they turn away from His coun-
tenance, stray from His path, cause corruption in His Cause,
associate partners with the Sovereign of His oneness, and be-
come among the perishing ones? Have you heard that God’s
religion could be effaced before being established, or His decree
annulled before being revealed? Say: What ails you? How is
it that you neither know nor perceive?

Nay, by my Lord, the Lord of the heavens and earth! No one
can alter a single letter of what was revealed in the Bayan by
God, the Protector, the Self-Subsisting. He has bound Himself
to establish all that was ordained in the Book by His command,
but the people know not and understand not.

5 O friend! Be fair in God’s presence, then place yourself before
Him. Did you write the Bayan as God, your Beloved, the
Beloved of the mystics, commanded you? Nay, by your life,
you neither wrote it nor obeyed what you were commanded by
Him, and became of the hesitating ones. Rather, you desired
to keep people away from His command and prohibition, and
to be among those who distance others.

518 Ol 53 okt e 5 03 bl
Vbl ohie 5 sle o ol o
Sl o § 5500 G20 dn s o 4
“oyer SV 31 5 bl S0 Gyl 3| §w
G Lo a3 315t pll aiynS
Skl eSO e e 00K
G a5l OUE il g bl )l 1w
933 Gloss ol ol 5o 31 4§
A

U o s 2 p 8 5, O et
b Lol 055 S 3 Ll 5 ) s
sk e O bt 1y e o) Sl
ot 53 41§ s Ffs 35 3ol s
5 6 CadaS 3l 5 Sile sl )
oS fotaln ) ey Sy b ¢dlis e
S

Lo Bl 05 L 35 LW 08 JI sl
y\ﬁf\ﬁjwd)&\é)r\%\&
g0l G ladudl g bl o o gl 5 we s
U o lylo s oy Ol e 1572
N Ch O B e Al o [HE] O e
u{ﬁb‘};%d\ywé&\&c‘%
O3 il Y 5 05 Y

ol 5l ) 2V s Syl Sy 38 Y
B e e 0L G J5 e B s 0
K o ol Jo o5 5 ppd) ol
YJG\}J}”&J%)K}\&;:\,D
Osiis Yy Ogm
Oyufféﬁd’?‘}iﬁé%w‘w‘td‘ :
Sz il S E 0L cS s ay
wablley S Lo S8 N )W s
BB Al o Do s otie p ) b
Q)Q'} %}é/\&t«wu‘wd\@{)\
Ol e

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 94



Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BH01381

Are you content with one who mocked God, turned away from
His presence, strayed from His path, was heedless of His re-
membrance, and became of the opposing ones? Say: Are you
not ashamed before God Who created you, reared you, and
made you a king that you might remind people of God’s days
and be among those who remember? Yet you followed your
own desires and turned away from the decree of God, my Lord
and your Lord, the Lord of the worlds.

Read unto them what was revealed before you and all on earth
deny it. Verily God is Self-Sufficient, Praiseworthy. By the
Lord of the heavens and earth! If all who are in the heav-
ens were to gather claiming divinity, and all who are on earth
claiming lordship, they would neither be able nor capable of
revealing a single letter of what God has revealed in the Book.
Say: What ails you? How is it that you neither awaken nor
recognize?

By Him Who holds my soul in His hand! I desire nothing in
these words except my love for you and my affection for your
person. Otherwise, what concern have I to mention one who
was the best of those remembered? But when I witnessed your
forgetfulness of your covenant, I cast upon you what none in
all the worlds would cast, that you might recognize God’s right
in these days, make up for what escaped you, and be of the
doers of good. And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

In any case, in these days His good-pleasure is beloved, and
all are captive in the grip of power. There is no escape for
anyone. Do not regard the Cause of God as something trivial
wherein anyone might express their fancy. Now several persons
from various quarters have made this same claim. Soon you
shall witness that the Tree of Independence shall endure for-
ever through its own glorious and beauteous Sovereign, while
all these others shall perish and vanish, nay rather, become
as nothing remembered, as scattered dust. Then indeed we
belong to God and to Him do we return.

If you deem it advisable, convey greetings from this servant
to Mirza, and then submit: Have not the standards of discord
been raised from all directions, and has not the corruption of
these companions not corrupted the world? Is this not enough?
How can these be reconciled? This is what has been written
and established in all books and by all Messengers: “Associate
not anyone with the worship of thy Lord.” One like yourself
should be observant of all degrees. The choice is yours. I am
but a faithful counselor. And peace be upon the assured ones.
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To: People of Sulaymanih et al., in Suleymaniyih

Yesterday the Shaykh wandered the city, lamp in hand, Crying:
“Weary am I of demon and beast; human company I desire!”

Beloved kind friend, praise be to God that well-being is some-
what attained and the pure mirror of the heart reflects the
promptings and attractions of the heart. God willing, this de-
sire shall be fulfilled and that aim shall be achieved. Though
it would be sweeter to cleanse the tablet of light, which is of
the pages of illumined hearts, from the intimations of this one
and that, and to gallop naked in the vast arena of the spirit.
As the divine sage says:

None seeks that Beloved with desire, None sleeps with such a
rose-cheeked one while clothed. With two qiblihs one cannot
walk straight on the path of unity, Either the good pleasure of
the Friend or one’s own must be chosen.

What place is there for garments when existence itself becomes
a veil and otherness itself becomes a mask? The literary mas-
ter of Shiraz says: “Thou thyself art thine own veil, O Hafiz;
arise from between!” Just as Jacob’s love, had he cleansed the
identity of heart and soul from the turbidity of water and clay,
would surely not have needed the shirt from Egypt to bring him
glad tidings, nor a messenger to remind him. Rather, he would
have perceived the holy, fragrant breezes from the north wind
of the spirit, and would have found repose with the Beloved
in the very state of union. He would have tasted the longing
for the meeting and the sweetness of the fountain of eternity
from the spring of purity, would have arisen to eternal life and
everlasting continuance, would have become immortalized in
the Paradise of eternity after the gathering of the spirit, would
have seen a thousand like unto Joseph circling round without
the cry of “O my grief!”, and would have received the subtle
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essence of the Egypt of fidelity from the city of the annihilation
of the One.

5 Yea, until the turbidities of the world of multiplicity, whose

end is destruction, vanish and perish, the eternal Countenance
will not raise its unveiled face from behind the veil, and the
meaning of “All things shall perish save His Face” will not
become evident from the manifest brow. What shall I write?
The fragrance of the soul must be inhaled from the camel’s
wool which belonged to Uwais, as the author of the Mathnavi
says:

The fragrance of the soul comes from the camel’s wool, This
camel from the host of Sultan Uwais.

But the musk-fragrance of the soul and the breezes of the All-
Merciful from the Yemen of the Beloved are cut off and forbid-
den. Yes, the casket of white pearls has become treasured in
the shell of the sea, for its unpierced state is more acceptable
and more pleasing, as it gives perfect power to the forces of
the heart and increases the worthy light of sight. And perhaps
this concealment may be the cause of manifestation, and this
veiling may lead to an unveiling, or this allusion may be made
explicit by a child, or this seal may be opened by a power.

When the seed is hidden in the earth, The secret of the garden’s
verdure it becomes.

Until what the power of the Friend’s arm may do! O com-
panion, thy friend says that the comfort of existence needs a
stroll free from the contamination of limitations, so that like
the Phoenix of the West it may raise its head from the East of
the soul and soar in the holy air of the spirit which is the city
of the soul. I swear by God that if the armies of death were to
gallop on horseback, they would not catch up with this rider,
and Azrael would gird himself like a servant at the door and be
indebted to the one bound for the sanctuary, that perchance
he might become intimate in the sacred precincts and might
circle and become aware in that subtle carpet which is more
delicate than the pearls of light.

Glory be to God! The breeze of love arose and perfumed the as-
sembly of intimacy. The spirit played a wondrous melody. The
lovers in the wilderness of consciousness became unconscious
from the secret whisper of the unseen. Such longing and rap-
ture, such taste and joy have encompassed all that the breath
of the Holy Spirit began to blow upon the decayed bones, and
the Faithful Spirit came flying with the wing of success. The Is-
rafil of life became bewildered as to which melody might bring
these companions back to consciousness, and shows inability
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To: Rahim

He is God, exalted is He. O Rahim! Hearken unto what this lis Sl u,u Lo c«\ £ Lol Al &) ga 1
sorrowful Bird warbleth unto thee 'from the hidden words, that ('u” O 058511 S e 35340 J:L”
thou mayest ascend unto the station which God hath created g e S s
and ordained for thee, wherein the censure of the critic, the du:’\i . ' f’\'\’ \’y :f:; i ‘sf\s
denial of the denier, and the heedlessness of the proud shall s Ko Pl e 2 ) Sa
not hold thee back. Hear thou My words and inscribe them —S31% #J e a5l & 43 ok prow
upon the tablet of thy heart, lest thou forget the decree of love Js 6;@\ NV RPN S, e S
fro;ndthis S(flrvan(‘; th ?ath bﬁenlaffgclt;ed among ‘Ehe ;erv}z:nt}sl sps b 33U e 2 O sy sLl
and desireth to depart from this land by reason of what hat s .. .

Sl ol el g el Ol e e
befallen Him through the whisperings of the sinful and the dg. e u o
intimations of the heedless. It is as though I were imprisoned R T ;3 Loyt UJ”
in a house of iron, finding for Myself neither helper nor friend. 2as Y oy | ol

Say: O people! Have mercy upon this One Who hath drunk e < 2 6-'6\ RRPES dfﬂ\ L(:\ L s 2
from the cup of destiny, upon Whom hath descended the de- .. , /J.) F, ade 5y 5 ¢Lad ufg
cree of divine will, and upon Whom have flowed the oceans of .. T )
tribulation. By God! I weep with the eyes of My heart, cry glo o dﬁ?&‘ Al iw‘ﬁ‘w "‘w‘«"k
out with the tongue of My inner being, and lament with the G5 o 5" S Ol
essence of My being.

O My brother! If thou wouldst remove the veil of limitation —Kas oo k! slae Ca2Ss J F1L Kb 3
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on high, witness blood flowing from the eyes of the dwellers of L;,; : f; ‘f el A
the realm of eternity in the heaven of mystery. Thou wouldst & Ll &K” S Y g sledl oppY
not rest in thy place due to My oppression, nor find repose on <& Vo G Sade e @W Y
thy seat due to My deprivation, nor drink water due to the 3. dob u.AL.S Y, s B4 U
burning of My liver, nor find solace with anyone due to My  J3)1w) p\ ele Glbl Alp Sl 358
loneliness and the multitude of Mine enemies. By God! Were

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 98


http://irfancolloquia.org/146/savi_poems
https://bahai-library.com/savi_mardani_ancient_poems
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v036/?page=350
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v036/?page=375
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Tablets_934.pdf
http://www.bahai.org/r/551806960
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/MASH2/mash2-140.html

Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BH01546

I to loose the reins of the Pen, the pillars of eternity would
be shaken, and the pavilions of existence would not be raised
from behind the veil of nothingness. But I have concealed it in
My heart and drink rivers of blood from My heart, lest anyone
take notice of what hath descended upon Me and befallen Me.

Know thou that We loved thee before and love thee now, and
I desire that thou shouldst be detached unto God and reliant
upon Him, that the fire of love may burn so intensely in thy
breast that thou canst find no rest in thy love for God nor
patience in His good-pleasure, that thou mayest walk upon the
earth with tranquility and dignity as though walking before the
Almighty, forgetting all remembrances that would prevent thee
from entering the paths of the righteous, that thou mayest be
an aid to the light in these dark and gloomy times which have
encompassed all who are in the heavens and on earth, such
that I fear they may encompass all servants and drown all who
exist.

Therefore, convey My greetings and glorification to My loved
ones and those who claim to love Me, and remind them in these
days the like of which eyes have never witnessed nor minds
conceived, and say to them: O servants! Why have ye turned
away from God, your Creator? Whereby have ye associated
partners with Him? By what authority do ye spread corruption
in the land without His leave and slay people without clear
proof or Book? Say: Are ye not ashamed before Him Who
created you, from Whom is your beginning and unto Whom is
your end? By what reason do ye harm this Youth Who hath
believed in God, His Lord, turned away from all else but Him,
advanced toward the sanctuary of His beauty and the Kaaba
of His Self, and Who hath become hidden from the eyes of men
such that ye see Him but know Him not? He hath become like
a moving thread in the heart due to the thinness of His bones
and the delicacy of His skin through what hath touched Him
of sorrows and the fire of deprivation.

If thou wouldst hear from Me and accept My counsel, thou
wouldst find the fragrance of eternity from the Most Exalted
Garment and attain to the most excellent station and further-
most place. Travel in the land and migrate from this city to
a land which thou lovest, and remind the servants not to seek
corruption. And if thou desirest to return to Us afterward,
thou shalt have permission from this Servant. But grieve not
over anything, nor be troubled in any matter. God will remove
grief from thee and clothe thee with the garment of joy. There
is no God but Him. He spendeth as He pleaseth, and He is the
Mighty, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting.
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Soon will the banners of tribulation be raised in this land and
the sun of trials appear in this heaven, and the people will
then be tested, and We say: We are God’s and unto Him do
we return. That which hath descended from the H after the B.

J@.ESJ uﬁj\n oda L3 :3@‘ (3&9\ db}.«}
i AUy Tl Vs 3 SkeYl
Operly Wl Bl & Ul Jyi oF 5 Oy

INBAT71:106b

BHO01736

To: Shaykh Abdur-Rahman Karkuki

A moon went forth from this city — toward another it fled; By
its setting and its rising, two cities turned o’erhead.

Though Joshua once recalled the sun, and stayed its wheel a
day, Yet when thou lift’st thy veil — a sun breaks forth in full
display.

That honored brother’s momentous thoughts have been con-
sidered. For the destitute dervishes, an appointed place and
adorned dwelling hath been established. The blackness of the
ink of that letter bore the fragrance of pure musk, and the
whiteness of its gardens betokened the tenderness of an illu-
mined heart. Verily, its arranged pearls brought perfect joy,
and its scattered gems conveyed health and tranquility to the
heart.

Thou read’st whate’er within our hearts is writ and planned;
Thou tak’st the hand of him whose foot is stuck in mire and
sand.

Although in these days physical communion hath been sus-
pended, yet the natural, innate fellowship and intimacy re-
maineth firm. God willing, the draught of reunion, which is
mingled and combined with sweet, pure water, shall descend
from the clouds of the soul and bestow the gift of life upon the
frozen, lifeless earth.

i “Yea, today must thou bestir thyself, whilst the cloud, in its

bounty, still poureth forth its rain; for tomorrow, when thou
hast perished of thirst, rise not from within the grave to plead
thy need.”

In these days when the seas of sorrow are surging and the
rivers of grief are flowing, when the pivot of the sphere of fate
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is turning and the center point of decree is planning, when the
tree of tyranny hath grown tall and the fruit of oppression like
unto Shaddad hath borne fruit, when good deeds are rejected
and the works of Nimrod are praised, when thorns sit in the
place of beauty and shells occupy the place of pearls in the
shell, when serpents rule in the abode of the sovereign and
Satan presideth upon Solomon’s throne - this is not the first
flask that hath been broken in Islam.

With all these circumstances, how can I properly respond to
letters and present worthy writings? By thy life, my sorrow is
not for the loss of wealth, but for his death and condition, that
he was slain with utmost abasement, though he attained the
most glorious martyrdom and ascended to the most exalted
horizon. “Think not of those who are slain in God’s way as
dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance with their Lord,
rejoicing.”

The enemies are delighted that ownerless property hath fallen
to them. Have they not heard the decisive, mighty proclama-
tion which saith: “For him who is slain unjustly, We have given
authority to his heir.”

Thou dost smile — and the lip of Fate is stung to the quick;
Doom itself hath, for thy laughter, tears laid up — full and
thick.

Soon shall the heir claim his inheritance and uproot oppression.
“Their appointed time is the morning - is not the morning
near?”

O my brother, observe what circumstances are unfolding and
what unprecedented matters are being born from this transient
world. I who had chosen seclusion and crept into the cave of
silence, who had melted in union and in separation had freed
myself from all else, must now become renowned throughout
the horizons and complain to Iran of the tyranny of Uruman.
“Naught shall befall us save what God hath decreed for us. In
Him do we trust, and in God let all the faithful trust.”

I had chosen one person for companionship and fellowship who
was among the righteous and spoke of the pure ones. He was
lost in such manner as thou knowest. How excellent was what
was said: “Wherever thou seest blood upon the earth, know of
a certainty it is from our eyes.”
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Therefore I say: “Verily, we are God’s, and verily, unto Him
shall we return.”

INBA36:341, BLIB_ Or15722.205,
BRL_DA#601, TZH4.144-146x,
RHQM1.337-337 (411x) (2 m).

Oty I Gl & GY J 1 1)

MSHRA5.154x, MSHR5.30:!

BH11716

He is God, the Most High, the Most Exalted!

O handmaiden of God! Bear thou witness that there is none
other God but Him, and all are prostrate before Him. Put
thy trust in God and say: All praise be to God Who hath
guided us by His light and made us to be of the doers of good.
Be thankful unto thy Lord at all times and say: Glorified be
He Who created all things by His command and guided His
servants unto a mighty and righteous path. He hath left noth-
ing unmentioned in a perspicuous Book and therein hath He
ordained the measures of His decree in wondrous and clear
detail. Verily, there is none other God but Him. His is the
creation and the command, and all are prostrate before Him.
He it is in Whose hand lieth the dominion of all things. He
doeth what He willeth and ordaineth what He pleaseth by His
command. There is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the
Wise.

He hath created the administrators of His Cause in all direc-
tions that thereby the affairs of His servants might prosper.
Thus do We judge those who have believed and are of the
assured ones. Follow thou what hath been sent down in the
Book unto thee and follow not the ways of the corrupt ones.
Open thine eyes that thou mayest recognize the paths of God
in what We have raised up in truth and made to be the path of
His Cause in the heavens and on earth, that the proof from thy
Lord might be made complete unto all the worlds. Thus hath
the command of the servants been decreed and the judgment
of the Book been fulfilled, and for all things hath been set forth
what was sent down from God upon tablets of manifest glory.

Be patient and grieve not for what hath befallen thee from the
vicissitudes of time, and be not of those who turn aside. For
this is God’s way with His servants, and thus hath He ordained
for those near unto Him. Thereby are the wicked distinguished
from the good, and the idolater from the believer, that He
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might separate between those who believe in God and those
who are among the sinners. All that thou hast heard regarding
this servant is a lie fabricated by those who have disbelieved in
God, rejected His signs, and were among the mischief-makers.
I am but a servant of God and the son of His handmaiden, and
in this do I glory in the kingdom of the heavens and earth.

Know thou that my station in the realm is as a lamp unto
this light, lest it be overwhelmed by the whisperings of the
sinners and lest the light of God in the niche of holiness be
extinguished by what bloweth from these idolaters. And say
thou: O servants! By what proof have ye believed in God and
by what authority do ye object to Him? Thus have We tried
them with the trial of the Cause and made them an evil people,
among the greatest losers.

i Sanctify thyself from all that is on earth and glorify thy Lord

in the evening and the morning, and be thou of the humble
ones. The Cause will be fulfilled, the world will pass away and
its possessions will perish, and all that is in it and upon it. All
that is on earth shall be gathered together on the Day when
all shall stand to account in a mighty and upright presence.
There shall every soul find what it hath earned, and God shall
question them concerning what they have wrought in the realm.
Then shall eyes be fixed in awe of God, and judgment shall be
passed in truth according to what is inscribed in a preserved
tablet.

Thus have We counselled thee in this Book that thou mightest
follow what is revealed unto thee and be not of the transgres-
sors. Take thou this Book with the hands of thy spirit, then
cast it upon the vision of thy heart that thou mayest find the
fragrance of eternity from the Egypt of the Divine Essence and
be of those women who have ascended to the holy retreats and
have heard the verses from behind the veils and have drunk
the wine of life from the countenance of Beauty from a glori-
ous and luminous cup. There shall thy very frame be sundered
in thy longing for thy Creator.

Thus do We impart unto thee from the verses of attraction,
and make mention of thee with love in the tablets of heaven,
and assist thee in the Cause according to that which hath
been ordained for thee by God, the Almighty, the Peerless.
And peace be upon thee and upon those who have set their
faces toward the countenance of thy Lord, the Ever-Living,
the Mighty, the Luminous.
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To: Shams

In the name of the peerless and ever-loving Lord!

O Shams! Hearken with all thy heart unto the nightingale
song of the Beloved, that perchance thou mayest abandon the
habitation of self and desire and step into the placeless realm
of eternal glory, forsake thine own life, and commune with Him
Who is the life of thy life. Wert thou to traverse the limitless
reaches of the spirit, thou wouldst of a certainty rend asunder
the garment of patience and forbearance, hasten to offer up thy
soul, renounce the dross of this fleeting world, and find repose
upon the throne of ancient glory.

3 Fach thing must needs have an effect and each sign reveal a
secret. Not until the world-illuming sun hath shone can the
east be distinguished from the west, nor the blooming garden
discerned from the barren waste. Heavenly strains compare
not with earthly clamours, and the croaking of the raven can
in no wise be confounded with the song of the nightingale. For
the latter bespeaketh the land of the Beloved and increaseth
life, whereas the former telleth only of the city of the blind and
causeth faith to wither.

One must step forth and raise aloft the banner of earnest striv-
ing. By God! Wert thou to hearken unto the heavenly words
of this evanescent Servant that have been raised in this mys-
tic Tablet, thou wouldst assuredly take to the desert of self-
surrender, turn aside from thine own heart and soul, and cast
thy head at the feet of the Friend. How high is the soaring
flight of the phoenix of love, and how low the requisite mea-
sure of our yearning! Strive but a little to soar, that, by the
grace of Him Who is the eternal King, thou mayest ascend from
the dust-heap of utter non-existence unto the loftiest heights
of ancient glory. Give wings to thy celestial spirit and lend
strength to thy mystic soul, that haply it may take flight in
the atmosphere of divine nearness and attain the ultimate and
invisible goal.

5 This profitless world produceth naught save deadly poison, and
its ephemeral dregs can never yield the everlasting cup. Were
the Jesus of the spirit to give ear to the call of holiness from
the Falcon of the realm above, He would assuredly cry out
from His inmost being and be seized with fervid longing even
as the lover’s soul. It is through that call that the Moses of
eternity was dumbfounded; it is by its virtue that the Abraham
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of faithfulness shattered the idol of the mortal body. Shatter
then, in turn, this idol, that thou mayest take up thine abode in
the land of the Beloved; and forsake all desire, that thou mayest
take flight unto the Egypt of imperishable glory. Sanctify the
city of thine heart, that thou mayest behold the beauty of the
Divine Essence and be quickened to a new life through the
grace of the Holy Spirit.

; No melody remaineth that was not intoned upon this branch;

no song remaineth that this Nightingale hath not warbled. A
thousand Arabian ears are powerless to fathom this Persian
lament — nay, none but an embodiment of divine virtues can
grasp this subtle mystery. Well it is, then, with the one who
attaineth this ocean and drinketh therefrom the draught of life!
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To: people of the Bayan

This is a Book from the Letter Sin after Ha’. O people of the
Bayan, read it! Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee
by Thy Hidden Essence in the shelter of eternity, and by Thy
Most Exalted Remembrance, and by Thy Holy Beauty in Thy
Most Glorious Paradise, and by the Light of Thy Face in the
Most Hidden Pavilion, and by Thy exalted Letters and holy
Words in the lofty realms of immortality, and by Thy holy
Temples which no realities of created things have preceded in
recognition, and by Thy hidden Countenances which no under-
standing of contingent beings hath encompassed - to forgive
the one who hath ascended unto Thee and descended upon
Thee, and soared in the atmosphere of Thy nearness, and risen
unto the Lote-Tree of Thy might.

Then cause him to enter, O my God, into the paradise of Thy
oneness, and give him to drink, O my Beloved, of the wine
that hath flowed from the right hand of the Throne of Thy
identity, and grant him the fruits of the Tree of Paradise in the
gardens of Thy might and reunion. Then bestow Thy bounty,
O Most Bountiful One, through Thy grace, and shelter him,
O my Hope, beneath the shadow of Thy Most Great Mercy at
the Ultimate Tree and the Lote-Tree of the Utmost Boundary.
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Then cause him to hear the melodies of Thy Doves which none
of Thy servants in the nether regions have attained, for Thou
art the Mighty, the Powerful, the Forgiving, the Merciful.

Then I beseech Thee, O my God, by the blood that was shed
in Thy path, and by the heart that was consumed in Thy love,
and by the bone that melted in passion and yearning for Thee,
and by the body that was crushed in Thy cause, and by the
form that was burned in Thy love - to withhold the evil of
this youth from the head of Thy creation. Then seize him,
O Powerful One, through Thy power, then destroy him, O
Sovereign, through Thy sovereignty, then annihilate him, O
Mighty One, through Thy might, that thereby the hearts of
those near unto Thee among Thy servants may find rest, and
the hearts of the sincere ones among Thy creatures may be
assured. For Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest,
and Thou art the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Then aid, O my God, Thy servant who seeketh no helper other
than Thee and desireth no supporter besides Thee. Thou
witnesseth, O my Best-Beloved, how Thy servants have risen
against him, attributing to him what befitteth their own sta-
tion and imputing to him what beseemeth their own selves,
while in all matters and all such conditions he hath committed
his affair unto Thee and spent his spirit in Thy path and his
body in Thy good-pleasure and his form in that which pleaseth
Thee. And Thou art the Helper, the Victorious, the Powerful,
the Holy One.
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He is the Most Exalted, the Most High!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest my poverty and
neediness, my weakness and brokenness, my distress and an-
guish, my sorrow and tribulation. It is as though Thou hast
closed the doors of Thy mercy upon the face of Thy servant,
cast him out from the vicinity of Thy sovereignty, expelled him
from the paradise of Thy holy bounty, and distanced him from
Thy grace and favor. It is as though Thou hast forgotten him
and left him in the wastelands of Thy separation and estrange-
ment, and delivered him before the face of Thine enemies that
they might do with him as they please and inflict upon him
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whatsoever they desire. Dost Thou not hear my cry, O my
God? Dost Thou not witness my state, O my Beloved? Dost
Thou not look upon me, O my Master?

Glorified art Thou, O my God! In every dawn I call upon
Thee, yet Thou answerest me not. In every morning I cry out
to Thee, yet Thou rememberest me not. Hast Thou decreed for
Thyself that Thou wouldst disappoint those who hope in Thee,
or deprive those who remember Thee, or banish those who love
Thee? By Thy glory, O my God! I have reached such a state of
abasement that I have become hopeless of the breezes of Thy
mercy, and have attained to such a degree of poverty that I see
myself deprived of the fragrances of Thy glory - this despite my
certainty of the all-encompassing nature of Thy favors toward
the people of Thy kingdom, and my acknowledgment of the
flow of Thy mercy among Thy creation.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! By Thy glory, not a single
breath of ease hath issued from my soul in Thy days, nor hath
my body found any place of safety in Thy time. Thou hast
numbered all of this through the power of Thy sovereignty and
art aware of it all through the comprehensiveness of Thy Self-
Subsistence. Despite all this, through Thine ancient forbear-
ance Thou hast shown patience, and through Thine exalted
compassion Thou hast endured.

5 Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my Heart’s Desire! Therefore
have I fled from myself and from all directions unto the sanc-
tuary of Thy holy oneness, and have hastened from all that is
besides Thee unto the Ka’bih of Thy mighty Self-Sufficiency,
and have turned away from all existence and faced toward Thy
beauty. If Thou showest mercy unto me, Thou art indeed the
Best of those who show mercy, and if Thou punishest me, Thou
art verily the Just, the Wise.
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To: Haji Mirza Kamalid-Din Naraqi

He is the Living One

> The holy Countenances are in motion, and the faces of inti-
macy are in haste, and the doves of paradise are in song, and
the maidens of mercy are in melodious chant. In these days
when the heavens of attraction have been raised up, and the
sun of rapture has risen from the horizon of appearance, and
the stars of joy have become manifest, and the moons of might
have become radiant - so that the garden of beauty might be
adorned with the ornaments of majesty, and the earth of splen-
dor might be spread out upon the throne of the cloud, and the
nightingale of gladness might warble with verses of joy upon
the branches of the Tree of Sinai, and the leaves of the Tree of
Paradise and the branches of the Divine Lote-Tree might come
into motion and manifestation - that perchance sanctified souls
might be drawn to their original homeland, and purified hearts
might circle round and prostrate themselves before the jewels
and pure camphor essence in the divine throne of manifesta-
tion, that they might taste of the endless bounties and drink
from the resplendent fountains of the eyes of grace. Thus have
the channels of allusion, like ships in motion, coursed upon the
sea of contingent beings, that the countenance of love might
become visible from all created things, and the essence of affec-
tion might appear within the realities of all mentioned things.
O beloved! The heavens of My Being have been raised up for
the expansion of thy earth, and the Dove of My Reality hath
warbled due to the appearance of attraction in thy inmost
heart, that thy essence might rejoice within thy essence and
thy heart might find rest within thy heart, that thou mayest
remember the people and summon them unto the path of the
Living, the Exalted One. Gather the companions and loved
ones upon the comprehensive, eternal Word and let them not
grow cold or be deprived of the fruits of grace. I remember
Mahmud. Convey My greetings to the male and female devo-
tees. A temple in the blessed handwriting was sent.
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He is the Ever-Living

The divine silver bell has joined with the heavenly trumpet,
and the song of the Eternal King’s dove has warbled upon
the branches of the divine Lote Tree, that the essences of all
created things and the realities of all beings might become
manifest in the inmost hearts of the pure and sincere ones,
and that sanctified hearts might be freed from darkening veils
and limitations, and dance with joy in the arena of glory before
the never-beginning, never-ending Beauty of the Countenance.
This is the portion of existence from the world of appearance.
Happy are ye, and your companions, and your loved ones, and
those who have drunk from the cups of the love of God and the
goblets of the affection of God. How excellent is this bounty
of grace from the hands of exaltation! How delicate is this
wine of glory from the crimson Countenance! How beautiful is
this crystal of light from the spiritual Face! I swear by God,
whoever tastes a drop thereof shall witness what none in all
the worlds hath witnessed.

3 And further, I counsel you to preserve the Cause of God from
all directions, and to gather the people upon the all-embracing
eternal Word, that perfect love might surge forth from illu-
mined breasts. And establish unity with his honor Ha. Ut-
terly remove discord from among the companions, and for the
love of God put into practice the world of limitations, for the
corruption of the people will not be stilled except through this
Cause. And keep the Cause of God in view with perfect love.
I remember all the attractive Countenances and enraptured
Faces in the melodies of attraction.
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He is the Ever-Living, the Ancient of Days! ) :g.\ 5

Now, by God’s might and power, I desire to open the gates of
the City of Inner Meanings with the keys of the All-Sufficing,
that the breezes from the lights of the Morn of Eternity may
waft upon thy face, turning thee from the left hand of sorrow
and separation to the right hand of union and attainment, and
bringing thee unto the highest horizons of glory in the Kingdom
of Splendor and the ultimate outpouring of God’s grace in the
dominion of the cloud of mystery. By Him Who breathed the
spirit of eternity into this most mighty trumpet and this most
honored and exalted horn! If thou shouldst enter therein, or
if its lights should shine upon thy heart, thou wouldst abide
within the sanctuary of God and stand firm in the Cause of
God, and become everlasting in the realms of creation and the
manifestations of grandeur. How blessed art thou, shouldst
thou enter this eternal garden of the Ever-Living One, that
thou mayest drink what none in all the worlds hath drunk and
witness what none among those of old hath witnessed. Then
say: Praise be to God, the Beloved of the mystics and the Goal
of the sincere ones! And may mercy be upon thee and upon
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God’s honored servants.
BHO08307
To: Mirza Ibrahim
He is God, the Mighty, the Most High! Jlll ) Al e

Glorified art Thou, O my God! At this moment I desire to
remember Thee with the remembrance of them that are sanc-
tified, and praise Thee with the praise of them that are near
unto Thee, though I know that whatsoever remembrance pro-
ceedeth from any save Thee will never reach unto Thee, nor
ascend to the court of Thy eternal might, nor mount unto
the heaven of Thy transcendent majesty. And though I know
that none can praise Thee with praise wherewith Thou hast
not praised Thyself aforetime, yet glorified, glorified art Thou
above every unique remembrance and every beauteous praise!
Send down Thy blessings upon the First Light that shone forth
from Thy Essence, and gleamed from the Core of Thy Being,
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and beamed from the Sun of Thy Oneness, and radiated from
the Moon of Thy creation, and upon them that have believed
in Thee and in Thy signs and have done all that Thou lovest,
for in Thy grasp is the kingdom of all things and Thou art,
verily, powerful over all things.
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To: The honoured aunt

He is the Living One

The Eternal Sun has shone forth from the Everlasting
Dayspring through divine favor, and has perfumed the arena
of existence in all the worlds of light with the fragrant breezes
of the essences of spirit and the delicate musk-like fragrances
of camphor, that every possessor of smell might be delighted
thereby while every one with a cold remains deprived. Thus
has the matter been ordained from before God, the Mighty,
the Powerful. And were all who dwell on earth to gather
together to extinguish this exalted and all-encompassing Light,
they would be powerless and unable to do so. Therefore must
lofty hearts be cleansed and sanctified from all veils, that
they might enter the vast and spacious sanctuary of the holy
Paradise, that perchance they may receive a portion and be
enlightened by the wondrous melodies of the Eternal Dove.
This is the counsel of this servant. Whoso wishes, let him act
upon it, and whoso wishes, let him turn away therefrom. And
greetings be upon you all.
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To: Unknown, in Ardistan

He is the Living One!

> The Point of the Cloud [‘ama] journeyed until it came to rest
upon the Throne of utterance. Then It composed the Temples
of the Most Glorious Letters through a wondrous new arrange-
ment. The [blessed] Word shone forth from the manifest brow,
and He made all of it manifest and visible in the threefold Tha
before the fourfold one, that “Blessed be God, the Best of Cre-
ators” might don a new garment and, through the outpouring
of “He is the Truth, there is no God but Him,” might bless
all lands, that the universal divine power might be established
and the [divine] lordly fruit might appear. And peace be upon
you.
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To: The honoured sister
He is God alllga

The heaven of might and grandeur, and the firmament of power
and justice, has encompassed all atoms and essences through
the encompassing power of the names and attributes. He has
set in motion the sphere of divine direction belonging to the An-
cient Throne, according to the ordained decree in the kingdom
of will, by means of a luminous golden thread. And He caused
the mighty sphere of ancient and wondrous attributes to flow
and circulate upon the sea of eternity through the blessing of
one of the holy names. Then, by His absolute will, He placed
its reins, by permission of a Manifestation, within the grasp of
power of a trusted one. Such is the decree of the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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In the Name of God, the Most Merciful, the Most Compassion- ﬁ":M &eii\ A )

ate!

Praise be to God Who hath ever existed through the existence
of His Essence and hath been eternal through His everlasting
nature, Who hath created all things through the Word of His
command and made manifest all possibilities through the reve-
lation of the lights of His love, and Who hath made the hearts
of His loved ones a throne for the establishment of His Oneness
and a mirror reflecting the glory of His sovereignty. And bless-
ing and peace be upon the First Point that appeared from the
unseen realm of Oneness, and the First Letter through which
the all-encompassing Word was completed, and the First Light
that shone forth from the dawn of the Divine Identity, and the
First Breeze that wafted from the gardens of Divinity - He
Whom God made in the world of Command the Manifestation
of all His names and attributes, and in the world of creation
named Muhammad among His servants - and upon His family
and companions, with abundant peace.

O thou who ascendeth to the heaven of unity and mounteth
unto the kingdom of oneness! Thy letter hath reached me and I
have understood what thou hast mentioned therein concerning
the question that confoundeth minds and bewildereth souls. It
seemeth thou hast desired from this evanescent one its interpre-
tation and the unveiling of its mysteries, the removal of its veil
and covering, although I have never claimed scholarly attain-
ments nor the reaching of the heights of wisdom from God’s
mysteries deposited in human temples. Yet despite what I
have heard of the clamor of the idolaters and the tumult of
the hypocrites in what they have said concerning me and in-
tended against my person, how can this divine bird sing in the
garden of inner meanings, or this dove soar in the meadows
of eloquence? However, since I beheld in thy countenance the
lights of love and in thy heart the love of divine mysteries, I
shall cause to flow upon thee a portion from this Most Great,
surging Sea and from this pouring, abundant Cloud, that it
may be a token of my love for thee from this moment until the
Day when lovers shall be gathered beneath His banner and the
knowers assembled at the dawning of His lights.

Know thou that the mystics who have reached the depths of
the seas of grace and recognized the mysteries of the beginning
in the end speak with words that have outward meanings while
intending inner significances, and this is their way and custom.
Therefore some of the ignorant denounce them as unbelievers,
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and the contentious ones revile them, and the people of error
dispute with them in speech. And among their utterances is
this word, which is a light and mercy unto the righteous, and
a retribution and wrath unto the wicked.

And when We reached this station in Our discourse, We desired
to mention certain stations that the path might become man-
ifest to thee before the presentation of proof from this lowly
servant who hath been afflicted in these prolonged darknesses
and from whose heart every dweller in the precincts of the
Friend heareth lamentations when the lights of the Glorious
One are unveiled in the pavilion of Oneness.

; Know thou that the first effulgence of the Divine Sun in the

worlds of creation is His establishment upon the throne of All-
Mercifulness, and from this manifestation the lights of mercy
from the Sovereign of Eternity shone forth upon all contingent
beings. This mercy is divided into two kinds: One kind is
termed the all-encompassing mercy, the universal mercy, the
all-embracing mercy, the treasured mercy, the absolute mercy,
the all-surrounding mercy, and similar terms mentioned in the
books of the mystics, may God sanctify their secrets and spir-
its. This is the mercy that giveth without being asked and
bestoweth upon all contingent and created things, from begin-
ning to end, whether hidden or manifest, more comprehensive
than what is concealed or revealed. This is the mercy that
hath preceded all things that were and shall be in the worlds
of creation, and through this all-encompassing mercy the uni-
versal Lordship of the true Educator is made manifest to all
who are in the heavens and the earth. Through it all things
are sustained, all things are provided for, and all things are
given before they ask or desire or will, even as thou hast heard
and known concerning the first Adam, upon our Prophet and
upon him be blessings and peace, that when God, blessed and
exalted is He, created him by His power and breathed into him
of His spirit and formed him in His image, He prepared for him
his means and all that he needed.

Likewise, observe how God, blessed and exalted is He, hath
ordained the sustenance of infants and all their needs before
their appearance and birth, and how upon emerging from their
mothers’ wombs they find their provision without having asked
for it or sought it, for they were not yet in the world to ask
for anything or seek anything. When the water of this mercy
flowed from the ocean of Oneness in the world of Divine Unity,
God therefore made it sanctified beyond limitations and direc-
tions, and exalted above request and supplication. Therefore

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

o o Ol 5 Jldl Ll rr';““
oda el ] o JE G I
I PSR IFINEC Lr‘ WKl
)lad-u LAPJ

S50V ¢ e plal Vs 31 Loy U
T 8 ol bk glad S
sdn & el ol WAl s e WM
o 8 deol 4 o met s B SUB)
Z\J“J»&Y\ B3l B g ST Lo 3 oS
1 1 e

Dl G abYI ut B120 Jyl O
s oo Ll )l S de i 45\11\
DV Ol o 1)) 150 gl e
b S ol B ) o 5 S e

U ae ) y daad] Al oo o
)y ByA as ), deld) Al

L SU3 Jltel , datl am )l 3Y
ool Qs Al 8 Gl RBE
d}bdwwg\&?“)&} \})\}
O g o2V BV e e U 5 Uil

G i) oo eda sl VWYL 05

g\fgojﬁﬁc,og&;sz}w
Baid) 2o o 5 BRI, Syl
f&‘d“*‘d/u‘“@““wﬁlﬂ
f G L,, N u\}““” S o
"ns*fuh-":%sﬂfu*ww
Ju;**“ug.%d‘\?wib ;;‘W»ﬂ:@v‘a
phall e 5 Us Je AW ool oo 30
as U dls 5, ke & ol elold
@ﬂécw;w degy P 4B B 4,00
sl 06 L 6 bl 4 Do
5 Skl ol bl g b SO
S5 a0zl b F 5 o od 5 dls
O e O rrfU V-’Usij 2 seb
Lot 01 o (1551 O M"L;.\ O
dJLA@L,\S\L;\ijW‘YLa)JL}\
N ] Oyl 5 T2
A L 130 el ébgq.\»\!\ﬁw

114



Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856)

BH00330

did God name Himself the Lord of all the worlds. Were I to de-
scribe this exalted station and this most holy and transcendent
Cause throughout my life’s duration and the continuation of
my being, the love in my heart for this most great station and
this most noble and precious symbol would not be exhausted,
but I have been brief in mentioning it lest thou grow weary
in studying and considering it. We beseech God to assist thee
in attaining unto its mysteries and reaching its stations, for
verily He doeth what He willeth, and He is the Mighty, the
Generous.

The other kind is termed the limited mercy, the restricted
mercy, and similar terms, and from this mercy there descen-
deth from the clouds of justice the rain of bounty after the
supplication of servants in the world of existence. This is the
station of justice, that is, giving to each one his due, and this
is the station of the ordering of creation after its coming into
being, and the degrees of destiny in creation and origination,
even as was revealed from the Kingdom of eternity unto the
Seal of the Prophets, peace and blessings be upon him: “And
there is not a thing but with Us are the treasuries thereof, and
We send it not down save in appointed measure.” From that
station the seas of destiny surged in the worlds of creation and
the sun of Lordship shone forth in the heaven of bounty. God
is Most Great! This sea hath surely surged, and the wind hath
stirred up waves that cast forth pearls.

This is a station wherein the feet of the mystics have slipped
and the steps of the eloquent have stumbled. When one of the
holy ones was asked about this most manifest station and this
greatest vista, he replied that it was a surging ocean not to
be entered, and in another instance, a pitch-dark night not to
be traversed. He further said that destiny is a mystery among
God’s mysteries and a safeguard among His safeguards, sealed
with God’s seal, concealed within God’s knowledge. God has
lifted its recognition above His servants and placed it beyond
their understanding, for they cannot attain to the secret of the
Divine Singleness nor to the revelation of Divine Mercy, and
so forth.

As thou dost witness today, the differences among the peoples
exist only because of their failure to recognize this most glo-
rious Cause. Otherwise, had they attained to this supreme
station and this greatest symbol, no one would object to an-
other, nor would any soul blame another. Even as the Dove
warbled upon the branches of the Tree of Eternity: “Strange it
is that one should be occupied with the faults of others while
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heedless of one’s own faults.” In this station, it behooveth ev-
eryone to turn unto himself and to purify it from whatsoever
God hath forbidden, and not to object to anyone according
to his own desire. And concerning matters of his religion, let
him inquire of those who are the mirrors of God’s knowledge,
the manifestations of His Cause, the dawning-places of His wis-
dom, and the repositories of His commandments. These holy
ones have the right to bid people to do what is good and forbid
them from evil. They are those who hasten to perform good
deeds and rush to virtuous acts. None besides them hath any
share of this cup, nor is there any way thereto for others.

I swear by Thy lifel Were it not for my fear of the Nimrod
of the earth of self and his hosts, I would have imparted unto
thee such divine knowledge as would have delighted thine eyes
and enabled thee to attain all that thou didst desire concerning
this Fish bewildered in the dust. But in my affliction at the
hands of these iniquitous transgressors, I am unable to open
unto thee the gate of knowledge and recognition with the keys
of wisdom and utterance, or to mention to thee the melodies
of the Mount of Eternity upon the branches of the Tree of
Certitude. Indeed, thou hast enumerated some of what hath
befallen me from the arrows of discord and the blows dealt to
my mouth by the hands of hatred and hypocrisy. Every day
they conspire against me according to their desires. We beseech
God to ordain for us whatsoever He loveth and pleaseth of the
decree of fate in the worlds of its execution. This will soon be
manifest, as will some of what they intended, for I have spent
my spirit, my soul, and my body in the path of my Beloved.
My longing for God is like the eye’s longing for beauty and
the fish’s for crystal waters - nay, greater than that and more
exalted than what can be recorded by the pen upon tablets.
But reveal not what We have intimated to thee until what We
have imparted unto thee becomes manifest.

Therefore We leave aside this discourse and return to what
We were mentioning. Know thou that in that station, which
is the station of Divine Decree, all matters flow according to
their natural order and original measure, as ordained by the
eternal ordinance. For everything in that station there is a
measure, limit and duty - were it to transgress by less than
a needle’s eye, it would depart from God’s fortress which He
built by the hands of His command for the protection of His
servants. Whoso departs from His fortress shall find no path
back to it, nor any guide to the pools of His mercy, except
through repentance and return unto Him.

Indeed, if thou wouldst behold with thine inner eye, thou
wouldst witness that this purified Law is in truth the fortress
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of divinity in the realm of humanity, wherein take refuge hon-
ored servants who speak not until He hath spoken and who act
by His command, as well as other servants who desire to enter
into mighty strongholds. Whoso entereth this fortress shall not
be touched by the arrows of doubts and conjectures, nor shall
fatigue or aversion afflict him. But whoso departeth therefrom,
the thief shall steal away his garment of knowledge, his robe
of faith, his banner of trust, and his cloak of devotion, leaving
him stripped of the beautiful garments which God had woven
by the hands of His Prophet, His Messenger and His chosen
ones. God protect us and you from the evil of these thieves
who are not content with wealth nor with what pertains to
glory in the world of detail after the abstract, but rather take
from people all that God hath given them of the garments of
His grace and the robes of His generosity.

In this station is verified concerning them that poverty which
causeth the face to blacken in both worlds, even as the Nightin-
gale of Oneness sang in the gardens of eternity: “Poverty is
blackness of face in both worlds and well nigh leadeth unto
unbelief” By My life! Were I to reveal unto thee the mysteries
of these allusions, thou wouldst detach thyself from all who
are on earth and soar unto the City of Divine Attributes at
the manifestation of the lights of the Divine Essence. But the
Pen restraineth Me from this, and the Tablet preventeth Me
therefrom. We beseech God to bring forth days wherein the
sun of knowledge shall shine forth from the horizon of wisdom
and the moon of mysteries shall rise from God, the Powerful,
the Mighty, the All-Forgiving.

When the decree of bestowal upon all in the heavens and earth
according to their capacities and stations is established, know
thou that the wayfarer who journeyeth unto God, who mi-
grateth unto Him, who severeth himself from the transient
homeland and desireth to ascend unto the eternal abode - unto
him shall be unveiled the hidden mysteries and treasured re-
alities, and there shall appear unto him the essential seeds of
divine unity and the manifestations of eternal oneness.

; When he reacheth that lofty station and this exalted homeland,

it behooveth him to be trustworthy with the treasuries of God’s
knowledge and reliable with the pearls of His wisdom’s myster-
ies. He must be a guardian of these divine teachings deposited
in the vessels of illumined hearts by God, the Creator of all
beings. He must preserve them as his very eyes and conceal
them in his breast. Should he reveal even a letter of these mys-
teries to one unworthy, three crimes shall be charged against
him: First, betrayal, for he hath betrayed God by revealing His
secrets to the unworthy. Second, injustice, for he hath given
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this station to one undeserving and laid upon him what he can-
not bear nor is capable of carrying, thus establishing against
himself the decree of injustice; and what greater wrong than
is there than this? Third, murder, for he has led this helpless
one astray and slain him with a spiritual death. For when one
cannot recognize these divine truths, his feet slip from where
he stood regarding the matter of his origin and return. There-
fore the judgment of one who is slain applies to him, and the
law of retaliation runs its course upon his slayer.

This slaying, in the eyes of the people of truth, is greater and
more grievous than the slaying of the body, were you to observe
with the eye of the heart. This is evidenced by what was sent
down from the Kingdom of Oneness upon the Countenance of
Ahmad (may my spirit and the spirit of all who are immersed in
the depths of light be a sacrifice unto Him) concerning Hamza,
the Prince of Martyrs, and Abu Jahl: “Is he who was dead, and
whom We have raised to life and provided with a light whereby
he walks among men, like him who is in darkness from which he
can never emerge?” Therefore ponder this blessed verse. If by
death was meant physical death, and by life physical life, then
the judgment of death and life would not apply to Hamza, for
outwardly he was alive with elemental, physical life. Rather,
what is meant by death in this noble verse and divine word is
spiritual death and the death of the heart. For when Hamza
(may God be pleased with him) believed in God, His verses
and His Messenger Whom He sent with truth, he became alive
with the life of faith and drank from the cup of the Living, the
Life-Giving One, from the spring of certitude. Thus applies to
him the judgment of death - that is, from temporal accidents
- and life - that is, eternal, faithful life. And conversely runs
the judgment upon Abu Jahl. This faithful life endures and
does not perish, as evidenced by His exalted Word: “We shall
surely give him to live a goodly life.” But as for outward life,
every soul shall taste of death.

18 Thereby it is established that spiritual death is greater than

physical death. When this is established, it is also established
that spiritual murder is likewise greater than physical murder.
Therefore upon this slayer runs the judgment of retaliation.
And since we have proven the judgment of retaliation upon
the gnostic who unveils with clear proofs and firm arguments,
know that none can execute retaliation save those who drank
the wine from the Cup-Bearer of Beauty in the realm of spirits
before the appearance of creation in the realm of shadows. And
it befits these Poles to execute judgment upon him, for it befits
that retaliation be carried out by one upon whom the law’s
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limits do not apply, not by any ignorant rabble who cannot
distinguish truth from falsehood nor darkness from light.

Therefore we suffice with what we have mentioned to you and
conclude with praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds, and
peace be upon whoever follows guidance.
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In the name of my Lord, the Most High

Boundless praise beseemeth the holy and everlasting court of
Him Who hath ever caused, and will continue forever to cause,
the Sun of His holy countenance to shine upon the hearts of
them that dwell in the highest paradise, and hath made the
Sun of His Own Face to radiate upon the souls of them that
traverse the depths of grandeur, and hath caused the seed of
the revelation of His own reality to flourish for the wayfarers in
the desert of the Kingdom, and hath made the star of His man-
ifestations to gleam upon the travelers of the path of justice in
the realm of mortality, and hath caused the clouds of the light
of His Revelation to gather in the arena of all created things,
and hath raised the banner of His grace in the highest heaven
of hearts, and hath lifted up the standard of His exaltation in
the breezes of command and creation, and hath unfurled the
flag of His might and majesty in the atmosphere of the heaven
of justice.

He it is Who hath ever caused, and will continue forever to
cause, His eternal manifestations to dawn upon the souls and
bodies of them that navigate the depths of holiness and sanc-
tity, and hath made the breezes of His everlasting revelations
to descend upon the essential realities of them that ascend unto
the heavens of glory and majesty, so that all creation might be
drawn, through that which He hath ordained and decreed, to-
wards that Garment of Reality, and might witness within the
inmost recesses of their hearts the signs of divine grandeur and
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power, and might, through their own attainment, become sup-
pliants at the gates of His bounty and pardon, their tongues,
both hidden and manifest, uttering words of lowliness before
the Gate-keeper of His holy majesty.

Having thus entered the age of divine unity, they behold the
evidences of God’s power, and enter the City of Divine Oneness
without intimation and with no trace of heedlessness among its
dwellers, and arrive at the paradise of unity without regard to
its affluent ones, witnessing the manifestations of the favors
and kindnesses of the All-Glorious within the reality of their
own hearts, spirits, souls and essential beings.

Glorified be the Beloved, the Everlasting, Who in every ef-
fulgence hath manifested a several attribute; Who with each
breath hath sent down a wondrous and unprecedented verse;
Who, through every quickening breeze, hath created anew the
revivification of the bodies of the dead among all created things;
Who, in each hallowed theophany, hath suspended for His own
Self — out of the unseen, the realm of “No-Where” — a sign and
token; Who, by every one of the verses of His unity, hath, as
He willeth, drawn unto Himself the hearts of all that He hath
created and shall yet create; and Who, from every ray of the
lights of the Robe of His might, hath made a luminous manifes-
tation, a shining and dazzling vesture — until all created things
have attained the uttermost pinnacle of the grace of His be-
ing, and have, within their outward and inward selves, beheld
the revelations of His endless theophanies; and, through them,
have been drawn unto God, and severed unto God, and cut off
from all save Him.

; From everlasting, in the heights of pre-eternity, have they been

attracted by the impulses of the Robe of His loving-kindness,
illumined by the lights of His countenance, exalted through
the sanctified appearances of His Manifestations, and uplifted
by the conditions of the moments wherein the stations of His
might are revealed — until the sign of His revelation hath ap-
peared within the souls themselves and in the horizons, and
through it every thing hath returned unto its Lord, and has-
tened unto its Master, and become a suppliant for the grace of
His being, a beseecher of His pardon and His bestowal, and a
seeker after His glory and His gifts.

Glorified be He! There is none other God but Him. How won-
drous His handiwork! How mighty His creation! He hath made
manifest, in the arena of existence, a vast creation out of noth-
ing; He hath brought into being, by the hand of His power, an
atom from no thing, and made it to speak; He hath bestowed,
through His theophanies, pure being upon sheer non-existence,
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and granted absolute existence; and upon them hath He re-
vealed Himself by His most holy Self, through the dawning
of the Sun of His Lordship. He hath sent down upon them
the verses of His unity in the very heart of multiplicity, and
hath made the vestures of the countenance of His oneness to
appear, and be proclaimed, from every side and every aspect.
With each effulgence He drew them all unto Himself.

O ye lovers of the holy Concourse, ye who ascend the heights
of intimacy, ye dwellers in the depths of Paradise, and ye who
traverse the boundless ocean! Open the eye of truth and the
true ear, hearken unto words of justice and truth, and behold
the signs of divine Lordship reflected in the mirrors of your
hearts. Let not these base commodities and transient plea-
sures become a source of distress, nor this brief life a cause of
veils, nor this ephemeral existence - whose end is nothingness,
decline and extinction - be the means of continued separation
from the countenance of the Beloved. For your return is unto
the intended Goal, and the conclusion of all is unto God, the
Worshipped Lord, the Praised Sovereign.

Come to yourselves for a moment and become conscious for an
instant. Escape from the stupor of death and enter into the
realm of life. Emerge from your self-intoxication and enter into
true being. Drink from the wine of manifestation in the chalice
of light, free yourselves from the darkness of every error, take
a few draughts from the sweet waters of Salsabil, and find rest
and tranquility away from this house of extinction. When ye
come to consciousness, gaze for a moment upon the robe of
the Beloved, for thus hath He, exalted be His remembrance,
ordained it.

And it hath thus come to pass that that Countenance of Divin-
ity and Vesture of Lordship hath in these days of decline left
the wayfarers in the wilderness of error, and hath returned to
His Lord in His throne of eternity, and the holy mirrors of His
glory have ascended unto God in His lofty heights. How strange
that these creatures, who came into being through a glimmer
of His manifestation and became visible in the realm of exis-
tence through His bounty, should spend this brief life - whose
years pass with a few manifestations, whose months change
into weeks, whose weeks separate into days, and whose days
resolve into hours, minutes and moments, and whose thread
will soon break and whose cord will be cut - when all things
shall return unto their Lord and shall be present before His
holy court.

O friends of the Friend, awakened unto yourselves! O lovers of
the Beloved, become ye vigilant! O seekers after Truth, be ye
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wholly detached! O ye who hearken unto the Word of sincerity,
unseal the ear of reality and open wide the eye of insight. Let
not this perishable wealth bar you from attaining the presence
of the sanctified Court of the Beloved, nor let this outward
glory become a veil in the path of Truth. Unclose the eye of
rectitude, open the vision of integrity, and bring the hearing of
uprightness into the presence of God. Suffer not for a moment
yourselves to be heedless, nor squander vainly this brief span
of life in aught save the good-pleasure of God.

For upon all created things a condition hath passed away.
Where are now the kingdom and what they possessed, the
sovereigns and what they owned? Where are the kings and
the rulers? Whither have the sincere departed? Each hath
returned unto his own place, and every soul unto that which
it had earned — unto that which had been inscribed for it in
the scroll of the sanctified decree, upon the Tablet of eternity,
from the Diwan of the Ancient of Days. They bade farewell
to this mirage of the burial-ground, entered all into their own
abodes, returned unto the lairs of their mortality, and sank
into slumber within their chambers of dust.

Awake ye, then, for a little; hearken for an hour unto the Word
of God; inscribe for a moment the counsels of truth upon the
tablets of your hearts — so that on the Day of Presentation ye
may draw near unto that Tree, be admitted before His presence,
and become, according to His will and desire, both receiver and
doer; that ye be not veiled from the vestures of His theophany,
nor struck senseless by the light of His manifestation upon
the Sinai of His command. And if ye be struck senseless, yet
after that swoon return ye to consciousness, and let the cry of
“Forgiveness!” flow forth upon your tongues, that on that Day
ye may attain, as God willeth and decreeth, unto that which
He desireth, and perform that which His irrevocable ordinance
hath prescribed — standing in the station of the grace of His
being, His loving-kindness, His might and His greatness, in the
presence of His very Self.

In that Day act ye in truthfulness and sincerity; work ye with
rightness and integrity; hear ye the verses of His Reality from
the utterance of His Self-Subsisting Lordship, receive ye the
Word of His majesty from the tongue of His power, and there-
with glory in the Concourse on high, and be ennobled and
exultant. And none can inform you like unto One all-aware;
nor can any cause you to know like unto the Word of this ra-
diant Tablet. So long as thou dost show forth a gleam within
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the mirror of reunion, shatter thou that mirror — and thyself

appear unto the world in splendor.
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He is the King, the Beloved, the Most High

Immeasurable praise beseemeth the holy court of the ever-
sanctified King Who, from the radiance of His Beauty, created
the sun; Who, from the mantle of His Countenance, brought
forth the moon; and Who made manifest the stars in the realm
of existence. Each of these hath He made a distinct sign from
His presence: the first sign He made the manifestation of the
Sun of His unseen Reality, the second sign He made a mir-
ror reflecting that Sun, and the third signs He made as lamps
kindled from the mirror of manifestation.

Through these manifest signs He hath called unto Himself all
creation and all that shall be created, and made all that was or
shall be aware of His infinite revelations. In every age He hath
made manifest the Sun of His mercy in supreme glory and with
most resplendent light, causing it to speak and proclaim the
most exalted path and way in the realm of existence. Upon it
He hath sent down His proof and revealed His decisive verses
through its wisdom-laden tongue. He hath called all things
wherein is found the breath of life unto His sanctified Being
and summoned them to His worship, that all things might
ascend from their lowly station to the supreme horizon, and in
every moment witness within their own realm of possibility the
boundless effusions of their Lord, rising unto the Concourse
on High and ascending to the holy horizon, arriving at and
making mention of the one incomparable God, single in His
Essence and Attributes.

And when the infinite creation reached its end, He brought His
new creation into being, manifested Himself unto it through its
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own self, shone forth upon all created things, and made it man-
ifest in that manifestation. After the complete manifestation
of that sanctified Being, He raised it up and made manifest
the second of His manifestations in the station of all creation,
through which He shone forth upon all things. In this way
and manner He made manifest His infinite revelations in every
age and made evident in every era a Prophet and a Book, call-
ing His creation unto Himself, until He sealed the Messengers
with Muhammad, His Apostle, revealed unto Him His Book of
Truth which was the true Furqan, and in it called His creation
unto the Manifestation of His Self, making him the Manifesta-
tion of His Divinity, as He hath revealed in His verses, which
are His words, in several instances.

And when the new creation reached its end, He brought His
unseen manifestation from the horizon of “Thou shalt never
behold Me” into the realm of existence, and brought His own
sanctified Self from behind the holy veils of pre-existence and
eternity into the arena of time and space, and lifting the veil
from His unseen countenance, manifested Himself openly and
evidently unto His servants, that the entirety of creation might
be illumined by His countenance and enlightened by the Sun of
His mercy, that they might hear in the manifest outer word the
inner hidden meaning, hearken unto the Word of Truth, and
present themselves before His Self in the hour of meeting Him,
appearing before God in that holy presence. And becoming
illumined by the Sun of His mercy, they outwardly heard the
inward, and hearkened unto the Word of Truth, and came into
His presence at the time of presenting themselves before Him,
becoming as supplicants unto God, and attending that holy
gathering.

And in this Dispensation, as the divine requirements took effect
and His decrees spread forth, some among the servants became
veiled and turned away from that holy Being. But those who
sought the truth and yearned for the manifestation of reality in
that day attained unto the Manifestation of the possible, hear-
ing from the Unseen of the unseen the call that “All things
shall perish except His Face.” And becoming illumined by the
light of their Lord’s beauty, they brought forth the breeze of
life, journeying from the depths of eternity toward the ocean
of forever, and from the ocean of forever toward the sea of per-
petuity, acquiring the pearls of love and knowledge, glorying
and rejoicing therein in the most exalted Paradise. This con-
tinued until the divine decrees took effect and His ordinances
descended and were fulfilled, and that holy Tree returned to
its own truth as it had been before.
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Then the gates of God’s infinite bounties were cut off and
closed, and those in whom remained but a single breath of
life became afflicted in the darkness of the horizons and souls -
some by confinement, some by chains, some by devotion, and
some by hunger and nakedness - each one afflicted in some man-
ner, passing these transient days until whatever God willed of
the remnants of His Cause that remained from the effulgence
of His Manifestation became operative and flowing.

Now the Point of Truth is concealed in the throne of His invis-
ibility, watching over His servants, witnessing the Concourse
on High, sending down upon them His effulgences, and being
aware of their deeds in all that was and will be created. He is
the Point of nearness and remoteness — His remoteness is His
nearness and His nearness His remoteness, for the Essence of
Eternity is sanctified above this, and the Manifestation of An-
cient Days is holy beyond such mention. He hath placed the
sign of His truth in every form, bringing forth within it infinite
effulgences, and through that effulgence He hath manifested
Himself to all creation. Whoever hath adopted the character
of the spiritual ones and the exalted ones, that sign of efful-
gence hath appeared in them, and they have witnessed in their
hearts the mystery that “He is closer to you than your life-
vein.” Whoever hath turned away from that sign of truth hath
entered into remoteness and veiling.

Those who are illumined by the dawning-lights of eternity have
entered the depths of eternity, acquiring the pearls of perpe-
tuity and the coral of faith and certitude in the manifesta-
tions of knowledge and ecstasy. Through the sign deposited
within their hearts they have drawn near unto their Lord and
witnessed the divine effulgence in being “closer to them than
their life-vein,” delivered from the fire of remoteness and at-
taining the light of nearness, receiving bounty from the Source
of Glory, from the never-failing Bestower of Grace, witnessing
in the sign of their hearts the divine manifestations and the
holy concealed fragrances. Having inhaled the fragrances of di-
vine mysteries within the signs of their own hearts, and having
become that Bird of Truth soaring in the eternal realms of the
Concourse on High, ascending to the holy station, they wit-
ness at every moment the endless outpourings of God, the All-
Glorious, within their heart, soul, spirit and body. They hear
the call “Verily I am God, there is no God but Me” from the
hidden and treasured verses within their hearts, and through
that revelation, inspiration, and divine utterance they behold
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the manifestations of their own reality. In the mirrors of their
hearts, which are the signs of inner consciousness and percep-
tion of truth, they witness the mystery that “We are closer to
you than your life-vein,” and observe the holy fragrances in
the glass of their hearts. At every moment, through the divine
effulgences and the glances of nearness and the manifestations
of intimacy, they become attracted and detached from all else
but God, with nothing in creation becoming a veil between
them and Him.

As for those who have become heedless of the sign of truth
and negligent of divine lordship, they have become veiled from
the sign of truth, their nearness hath been transformed into re-
moteness, they remain deprived of the radiant lights of eternity
in the realm of nothingness, become veiled from the gleaming
lights of manifestation on the horizon of Sinai, and have trans-
formed their spirit of truth into an animal spirit. Unaware,
they act day and night, remaining separate from both truth
and creation, returning to their own nothingness, becoming
as clay, bringing about the extinction of their spirit, body and
soul, with no mention of them remaining in existence — save for
those whom divine grace and mercy have encompassed, upon
whom the infinite divine manifestations descend at every mo-
ment, upon whom the suns of His glory rise and shine in the
orbit of His exaltation, and upon whom the holy stars of His
grandeur gleam and radiate. In their hearts, spirits, souls and
bodies, they witness the signs that prove the existence of God,
and with the ear of their spirit they hear the call “Hearken
unto that which is revealed unto you from your Lord.” Upon
their tongues flows the words “Our Lord! We have heard one
calling to faith, and we have believed in him,” and entering
through the gate of God’s mercy, they utter the word of re-
mission. They enter the City of Oneness while its people are
heedless, and dwell in the pavilions of holiness.

How blessed are those who behold the manifestations of Truth,
whom nothing can veil, who at every moment are illumined by
His novel splendor, who witness His signs of glory and creation
in their own contingent and created realms, who through near-
ness itself witness the sign of nearness and draw near unto God,
who through remoteness itself witness the sign of remoteness
and become remote from all save the divine manifestations,
and who behold in their hearts the hidden and treasured man-
ifestation that “He is closer to you than your life-vein.” The
manifestation of “We are closer to him than his life-vein” is
concealed within that hidden verse in their hearts, and by it
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they have worshipped their Lord day and night, and through
it they have gazed toward God, seeing it as the means of their
attainment unto their Creator. They have looked to the truth-
ful words stating that “servitude is an essence the inner reality
of which is lordship,” and according to this utterance they
have grasped the true knowledge revealed in God’s Book as ex-
pressed by the truthful ones, thereby ascending to the Supreme
Concourse.

Thus, they have ascended to the sacred place as far as pos-
sible, and have not regarded the knowledge of the Bayan as
they regarded ancient knowledge, for previous knowledge com-
pared to this is as nothingness and extinction before eternity
and perpetuity. In previous Manifestations, just words were
manifest from the inmost heart, while in this Dispensation di-
vine verses have been revealed in manifest form, attracting all
created things past and future, save certain Prophets - upon
them be prayers and glory - unto whom the words of truth were
revealed. As He says in the Torah, speaking directly to Moses
without veil, addressing him and in certain instances calling
him Lord and created things as lordly ones. Similarly in the
books of all Prophets, as He says to David: “Thou art My
son, today have I begotten thee,” and in other instances says:
“Thou art the son of My beloved, in thee am I well pleased,”
and elsewhere states: “Israel is My firstborn.” Similar divine
utterances are found regarding other Prophets, as the people
of the Gospel interpret the words of the Torah and Psalms of
David regarding Jesus - peace be upon Him - with some con-
sidering Him God, others the Son of God, and yet others the
intermediary between God and creation, each following their
own way.

All this knowledge compared to the new knowledge is as dark-
ness to light, as a hidden sun. Therefore strive to grasp true
knowledge and know that God’s infinite manifestations have
filled heaven and earth, and His all-encompassing revelations
have embraced all created things past and future. There
is nothing except that God has manifested Himself upon it
through a sign of His Self, thus all things proclaim “There is
no God but He, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.”

As for what was mentioned in the words of the ancients that
“the Friend is nearer to me than myself” - this is a remote
saying and strange utterance. How can the created be nearer
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to the Creator than the Creator’s own Self? God forbid! Un-
less we say that Friend is the Reality of the Essence in the
unseen of unseens within the witness of witnesses, where no
mention is made of creation and no existence is referred to
therein. However, His nearness and remoteness becomes ap-
parent in one’s recognition and shines forth in one’s knowl-
edge. Should ye attain unto the True One and be in the state
of communion, it is grace itself that followeth thereafter, for
the Creator standeth revealed. Yet should ye remain distant —
that is, fail to reach unto that Reality — in that very remoteness
lieth nearness, which is the essence of grace itself, inasmuch as
the signs of His manifestation are within you. And this is the
verity: that communion is far from you, for ye cannot achieve
the knowledge of Him, yet He is near unto your hearts, for He
placeth the tokens of His own Reality therein, that thereby ye
may attain unto nearness and Truth.
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To: Ahmad?

He is the Mighty, the Everlasting, the Beautiful!

Glorified be He Who sent down verses aforetime when there
was no “before”, and Who sendeth them down as He pleaseth
by His command. Verily He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the
Able, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. His is the bounty and
grace; He singles out whom He willeth with mercy from His
presence, and verily He is the All-Bountiful, the Omnipotent.

O My Name! Hearken unto that which the Spirit imparteth
unto thee, that thou mayest soar in this atmosphere which hath
spread forth beneath this heaven that hath been raised in this
cloud, and mayest hear the call of all atoms in the kingdom
of names and attributes, that there is no God but Him, and
that the Primal Point is His Argument and His Beauty, then
His Manifestation and His Majesty unto all who are in the
heavens and the earth. Whoso draweth nigh unto Him hath
drawn nigh unto God, and whoso turneth away from Him hath
turned away from God. This is the truth, there is no doubt
therein, if ye be of them that know. To this beareth witness
My tongue, then My spirit and My heart, then My being and
My pen, if ye be of them that hear.
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Say: By God the Truth! Through Him were raised the heavens
of justice, and appeared the clouds of grace, and the rain of
bounty poured forth upon all the worlds. Were it not for Him,
none would know God’s grace and generosity, and none would
find the holy shore of glory’s sacred seat. By God! Through
Him wafted the breezes of eternity, and sang the Dove upon
the twigs of the Lote-Tree beyond which there is no passing.
Through Him was perfected the proof unto all creation, and
by Him revolved the spheres of existence, and the Fire of God
called out from the Tree that speaketh truth in the sacred and
exalted Sinai. From Him began the works of creation, and were
inscribed upon the Tablet the mysteries of what was and what
shall be in preserving tablets of glory. Unto Him return the
deeds of all things, if ye be of them that know.

Know thou that the source and return of all things is Him,
and from Him was differentiated the Point of Knowledge in
the mysteries of destiny behind the sea of might and grandeur,
raining down the showers of grace, if ye be of them that witness.
Unto Him returneth all knowledge and certitude, and every
deed and intention from this day unto the Day whereon God’s
Greatest Treasure shall appear in a new holy raiment.

Know thou that thy Lord was and forever shall be a Hidden
Treasure in the essence of His Being, and shall ever remain con-
cealed from His creation, for eyes comprehend Him not while
He comprehendeth all eyes, and He is the All-Subtle, the All-
Informed. He it is Who sent the Messengers aforetime and
revealed the Books thereafter. Verily there is no God but Him,
the Mighty, the Luminous, Whom none can know and unto
Whom no birds of the hearts of the seekers can ascend, for He
created all that is in the heavens and earth by the Word of
Command which was called “Be” before “It is”, if ye be of the
certain ones.

How can that which was created by His command, His
sovereignty, His might and His power, draw nigh unto Him
or know Him as He is? Glorified be He above what the
remembering servants imagine concerning Him! Therefore
testify within thyself, then in thy spirit, then in thine essence,
that there is no God but Him, that He hath ever existed in His
Essence, manifest among His servants, self-subsisting amidst
His creation. Verily He is the Single, the Self-Sufficient, the
Most High, the Mighty, the Gracious. Thus have We sprinkled
upon thee from the vast ocean of might and splendor, and
cast upon thee the ... of the worlds.

Say: The gates of attainment and meeting are shut against the
knowledge of His Essence. He hath manifested, through His
grace, Eternal Manifestations and Dawning-Places of Oneness,
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that they might speak of their Manifestor among His creation
and their Sender among His creatures, and He hath made the
recognition of them the same as His recognition, and meeting
them the same as meeting Him. This is the indubitable truth,
and there exists no station, abode, beginning or end higher
than this, from the beginning that hath no beginning unto the
end which His knowing servants cannot reckon. This is the
ultimate station of the mystics and the final homeland of the
lovers in the heaven of glory. This is the station wherein should
anyone attempt to soar beyond it by the least degree, his wings
would be consumed. Those who have believed in the Unseen
in these days and have turned towards Him Who is mentioned
in every station and allusion, shall be sufficed from all else.
This is a revelation from One mighty and wise. Thus have
We expounded the verses for you and made clear every mighty
wisdom, that ye may follow God’s commandments in these
days when every soul is seized with the stupor of heedlessness
and ignorance, rendering them as scattered dust, if ye be of
those who know.

Know then that the Most Hidden Mystery and Most Treasured
Secret and Essence of all gems is He Who can neither be in-
dicated by any indication, nor known by any knowledge, nor
comprehended by any comprehension, nor remembered by any
remembrance. All describers fall short of describing Him. All
the Prophets have acknowledged their powerlessness to know
Him, and all the Messengers have confessed their failure to
comprehend Him, as testified by their own souls, minds and
tongues, if ye be of those who hear. This is the station of the
pure Unseen and the absolute Mystery, if ye be of those who
know.

Whoso believeth in the Unseen in his heart and testifieth to
it with his tongue, and sanctifieth it from every peer, likeness,
similitude, allusion, associate, helper and equal - such a one
is counted among the truly sincere. Every Prophet and Mes-
senger hath turned towards this Unseen, as have those who
circle round the Throne and behind them the denizens of the
highest paradise. This is mentioned in the first station and
the first pavilion and the wise Remembrance and the ancient
News. And in one station We mean by the Unseen the realities
of Oneness and the eternal essences who were concealed in the
Manifestations of old, as ye witness and are among those who
testify. In the time of Moses, the Unseen was none other than
Jesus in the heaven of names, and He foretold His appearance
and was hidden in His days. Likewise the Unseen in the time
of the Spirit (Jesus) was Muhammad, the Messenger of God
and Seal of the Prophets. Similarly the Unseen in His days
was none other than ‘Ali, through meeting whom the eyes of
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those near to God were solaced. And likewise in those days
it was none other than He Whose appearance the Point of the
Bayan foretold in tablets of ancient glory. We turn to Him in
all matters and supplicate Him at all times and await His days
as the believers await the paradise of nearness - nay, even more
so, if ye be of the assured ones. Say: By God, Paradise itself is
meeting Him, and the Hour is His arising amongst all created
things. Therefore We say that We believe in the Most Hidden
Mystery and in His Manifestations, and We turn towards them
and make no distinction between Him and them, except that
they are His servants and creation. Thus sang the Mystic Dove
upon this lofty Branch, that it might be God’s melody and His
proof, then His testament and His all-sufficient evidence unto
all worlds.

And thou, O Ahmad, purify thyself and thy spirit from those
who have fabricated lies against God and in whose hearts ha-
tred hath appeared. Then shun them and remain in detach-
ment and steadfastness. Those who claim what they claim in
themselves, say: Present yourselves in Our presence and before
Us.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Purify my heart from the
remembrance of anyone but Thee, and my soul from intimacy
with aught else except Thee, and my feet from drawing nigh
unto any other than Thee. Thou art, verily, powerful over
whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art the All-Compelling,
the Mighty, the Powerful.

O Lord! Deprive me not of the sweet-scented breezes of Thy
holy bounty, and number me not with those who exhale naught
but the stench of hypocrisy throughout the world. Then re-
move from my heart their love and the love of those who love
them and the love of that which their tongues utter. Thou
art, verily, the Powerful, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the
All-Wise.

O Lord! Leave me not to myself or to anyone else besides Thee.
Draw me ever closer unto Thee, establish for me a seat of truth
before Thee, and join me with such of Thy servants as are nigh
unto Thee - those whom nothing can sadden in their love for
Thee and their contentment with Thy good-pleasure, whom no
cause can hinder from reaching the shore of Thy Most Great
Name, the Most Great, which Thou hast made the station of
Thy Self in all that pertaineth unto Thee, and which Thou hast
made pure and purified from all that pertaineth not unto Thee,
reflecting Thine Ancient Beauty in the mirrors of Thy Name,
the Sovereign, the Mighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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O Lord! Detach me from myself and from all who have de-
parted from Thy shadow, and cause me to enter beneath Thy
mighty and impregnable shelter. Honor me with Thy presence
in Thy wondrous days wherein Thy Lord of the Throne doth
appear, the Dove doth warble, the Holy Dove doth coo, and
Thy primordial Will doth don a new garment - days wherein
all souls shall be in loss, all ... shall prosper, all who are abased
shall be exalted, and all who are poor and needy shall be en-
riched.

O Lord! Grant me what I have asked and what I have not
asked, for Thou knowest better than I what is good for me.

Ao F P ek o kb o)
g@;u;,ﬂ\&\zgg;.;\gwy
by @l I madt el G hld
5 o dale S5, By s )
o s Ganed AV e pus
oty W5 K w58 K ewy st S

8 il 8

Verily, Thou art unto Thy servants the All-Forgiving, the All- 0 i)
Merciful.
INBA81:097, ANDA#19 p.29x
BLO_ failayn
BHO09444
To: Ibn Asdaq (Hand of the Cause)
Date: 1274 ca. [1857-1858]
He is God! ‘&]\}a

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! This is Thy servant and
the son of Thy servant who was moved toward the depths of
the oceans of Thy grace, and who in his youth traveled from
his homeland seeking to attain Thy presence, and traversed the
path until he entered beneath the throne of proof and attained
the light of nearness in the court of mighty glory and the radi-
ance of the Beautiful One. Therefore I ask Thee, O my God,
to give him to drink of the milk of Thy bounty so that he may
raise the standards of Thy victory [in his youth] and arise in
his maturity to serve Thy Cause, just as he arose in his youth
at Thy command, that Thy proof concerning him may be ful-
filled and that the breezes of nearness may take hold of him
through Thy grace. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and Thou art the Best-Beloved.

Baha

PN_ 1919 p08&4
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To: Salman et al.

“Concerning the purport of the blessed verse: ‘Cast it behind
the Crimson Sea, O Thou Who art to be made manifest of God,
in the world of the ‘Ama, for Thine own sake; and conceal it
within the Pole of Bahad€”meaning, within the very being and
inmost reality of Him Whom God shall make manifest,” my pe-
tition is the following: that, touching the true symbol and the
principal intent, an intent which seemeth nigh unto our under-
standing, thou wouldst graciously vouchsafe to this servant an
exposition thereof, and make it plain by thine utterance.”

O Salman! Hearken at this moment to that which the Spirit
imparteth unto thee in these words, and to that which the Dove
warbleth in the heaven of these allusions, that thou mayest
know the mysteries of existence in this manifest Light.

Know thou that whatsoever the Mirror of Eternity hath inter-
preted in the words of God is truth, wherein there is no doubt.
None may say “why” or “wherefore”, nor interpret from their
own selves, for all this is associating partners with God in His
Book. Moreover, be thou assured that this verse sent down
from the heaven of the Divine Will — nay, all verses revealed
by God — were revealed solely to inform the servants of the days
of the next Manifestation in the future Resurrection. God in-
tended none other than He Who shall appear thereafter, and
desires naught else but this. Within this verse lie hidden the
mysteries of the unseen and stored the treasures of knowledge.
Well is it with him who knoweth them and concealeth their
secrets in his heart.

Had they but imagined my station, sufficient would have been
what they intended regarding me and how they transgressed
against my cause, even rising to slay me and conspiring to
shed my blood. By God! T concealed all this through my
forbearance and covered it through my patience. Unto God do
I complain of my sorrow and grief and suffering, and in Him
have I placed my trust, and upon Him let His sincere servants
place their trust.
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Study guide to this volume

The writings gathered in this volume span Baha'u’llah’s earliest years in Baghdad following His
exile from Iran in 1852—years of outward displacement, inward ferment, and gradual emergence
from the shadow of the Azali leadership that nominally governed the Babi community. The corpus
ranges from the ecstatic rain-poem Rashh-i-‘Ama (BH03230) and the doxological Khutbiy-i-Salavat
(BH00181) through the theologically dense Lawh-i-Kullu’t-Ta‘am (BH00267) to exile prayers, mys-
tical epistles, and personal laments. What unifies these otherwise diverse texts is a double regis-
ter: the surface of the writings operates within Babi and Islamic devotional convention, while a
deeper current—of sovereign authority, eschatological disclosure, and barely contained messianic
consciousness—presses steadily outward. Reading them together, one witnesses a prophetic voice
learning the terms of its own magnitude, and a beleaguered community being called back to its
first love.

Rain from the Cloud of the “Ama: Theophany in Symbolic Code

Key Passages

‘Tis from Our rapture that the clouds of realms above are raining down; ‘Tis from Our
anthem that the mysteries of faith are raining down.

Upon the Eastern wind Cathay’s entrancing musk doth waft; This sweetly scented
breeze from Our curling locks is raining down.

The day-star of adornment hath dawned forth above the face of God; Behold that mystic
truth which from His Countenance is raining down.

The trumpet-blast of Judgement Day, the joyful bliss of heaven’s call — Both at a single
breath are from the firmament now raining down.

The Day of “I am He” is made to shine resplendent from Our face; The Age of “He is
He” from out Our flowing cup is raining down. — BHO03230

The Peacock of Glory hath cried out with ornamental adornings before the Divine
Youth at the Point of Manifestation, the Unseen of all Countenances. Beauty hath been
unveiled in the Garden of Eden before the manifestation of the Eternal Light through
the singing of the Dove of Eternity with the attraction of faces. The Heavenly Maiden
of Glory hath sung verses of effacement in the thicket of reeds, that there is none other
God but Him, and that the Countenance of Light is the Sovereign of Manifestation
in unity and eternality, and He is the Beloved through the hidden line and majestic
sobriety, with Us, a Praiseworthy Friend. — BHO00181
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I bear witness that the Manifestation of the Living, the Self-Subsisting hath appeared
unto the servants from God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the All-Wise. This, verily, is
God’s Ark which hath sailed upon the sea of eternity by God’s leave, the Supreme, the
All-Powerful. Embark therein, O people, and be not of those who are heedless in the
days of their Lord. — BHO00181

Context for Study

Rashh-i-‘Ama (“Sprinklings from the Cloud of the ‘Ama”) is one of the earliest compositions of
Baha’u’llah that has come down to us in translation, and its cascading anaphoras—each stanza
ending with the refrain “is raining down”—constitute a sustained act of theophanic declaration in
the vocabulary of Islamic mysticism. The ‘Ama, the primal divine cloud of unknowing from which
creation first arose, here becomes the source of living revelation; Cathay’s musk, the trumpet of
Judgment, the Day of “I am He,” and the Age of “He is He” are layered allusions that simulta-
neously invoke Sufi cosmogony, Qur’anic eschatology, and the Shi‘i doctrine of the Imam as locus
of divine manifestation. A reader versed in Ibn ‘Arabi would recognize the descent of being from
the “breath of the All-Merciful”; a reader of the Book of Revelation would recognize the trumpet
and the cry “I am Alpha and Omega.” Yet Rashh-i-‘Ama exceeds both by attributing the rain of
revelation directly to “Our rapture” and “Our anthem”—the first-person plural of a divine speaker
who is simultaneously Baha'u’llah and the Manifestation He embodies. The Khutbiy-i-Salavat
(BHO0181) extends this register into liturgical prose: the Peacock of Glory, the Dove of Eternity,
and the Heavenly Maiden enact a cosmic drama of unveiling that culminates in the unambiguous
proclamation of a new Ark of salvation. Both texts operate through what might be called prophetic
indirection: the claim is made boldly at the symbolic level while the surface of the text remains
devotional and doxological. Students of comparative literature will recognize this as a strategy with
deep precedent—from the Psalms to Rumi to the Revelation of John—in which the new is spoken
in the grammar of the old in order to be heard at all.

Questions for Reflection

1. How does the anaphoric structure of Rashh-i- ‘Ama—the repeated “is raining down”—function
as both poetic device and theological argument? What does it accomplish that a straightfor-
ward declaration of mission could not?

29

2. The poem invokes the “Day of ‘I am He”’ alongside the trumpet of Judgment. How does
this simultaneity of intimate divine self-disclosure and cosmic eschatology compare with the
“I am” sayings of the Gospel of John, and with the Qur’anic yawm al-giyama?

3. The Khutbiy-i-Salavat deploys the figure of the Ark. Compare its function here with the Ark
in Genesis, the “bark of salvation” in Catholic tradition, and the Buddhist image of the raft
for crossing the stream. What does the Ark image convey that more individualistic language
of spiritual quest cannot?

4. The Peacock, the Dove, the Heavenly Maiden—what do these figures share across Sufi, biblical,
and Zoroastrian symbolic traditions, and why might Baha’u’llah have drawn on all three
simultaneously in this early period?
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5. In what sense is the deliberate indirection of these texts—speaking the new in the language
of the old—an ethical as well as an aesthetic choice? How does it compare with the disciplina
arcani of early Christianity or the esotericism of Shi‘i tradition?

Four Paradises: The Hermeneutics of the Tablet of All Food

Key Passages

Bear thou witness that food hath diverse stations, yet We shall suffice thee with four
of these. Among them is the station of the Throne of Hahut, the Paradise of Oneness.
None can interpret a single letter of that verse in that Paradise, for this is the station
of the mystery of the Divine Eternality, the edifices of Unity, the Israel of Singleness,
and the essence of Luminosity. Its outward is identical with its inward, and its inward
identical with its outward.. Among them is the station of the Paradise of Eternality,
the Throne of Lahut, the Light of the Snow-White Land. This is the station of “He is
He” and there is none save Him... Among them is the Paradise of Oneness, the Yellow
Land, the Ocean of Jabarut. This is the station of “Thou art He and He is thou” —
servants who speak not save by God’s leave, who act not save by His command... Among
them is the station of the Paradise of Justice, the Green Land, the Deep of Malakut.
This is reserved for those servants whom neither commerce nor trade diverteth from the
remembrance of God. — BHO00267

Know thou that for this celestial verse, this subtle fruit, this divine melody, and this
heavenly pearl there are infinite meanings unto infinity. Through God’s grace and
bounty I shall cause to flow unto thee an overflow thereof, that it may be a reminder to
the believers, a light to the fearful, and a stronghold to those who waver. — BH00267

Praise be to God, Who unfoldeth light in the manifestations of His light; Who causeth
light to revolve in the revolutions of His light; Who maketh light to radiate in the faces
of His light; Who suppresseth light in the suppressions of His light; Who causeth light
to surge in the movements of His light; and Who causeth light to shine forth in the
appearances of His light. Praise be unto Him, again praise be unto Him, praise which
He alone deserveth and none other. — BH00267

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Kullu’t-Ta‘am (“Tablet of All Food,” BH00267) is the most intellectually ambitious
text in this volume and one of the earliest demonstrations of Baha’'u’llah’s mature hermeneutic
method. Written in response to a seeker’s question about the Qur’anic verse permitting all food to
the Children of Israel except what Israel had forbidden for itself (3:93), it unfolds a system of four
hierarchical “paradises” or ontological stations through which scripture is to be read. The station
of Hahut is the realm of pure divinity, where no human interpretation can penetrate; Lahut is the
station of the Manifestation’s essential identity with God; Jabarut is the world of the Manifestation’s
sovereign command; Malakut is the angelic or spiritual realm in which the faithful receive divine
bounty. This fourfold schema draws on Ismaili and Shaykhi cosmology while transforming it: where
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earlier thinkers used such hierarchies to explain the structure of being in the abstract, Baha’u’llah
uses them to account for the multiple and inexhaustible meanings of a single Qur’anic word. The
method is not allegorism in the simple sense; it is a claim that revelation is ontologically stratified,
that every verse is simultaneously literal, communal, mystical, and transcendent, and that the
Manifestation is the only one capable of navigating all four levels. The triple doxology of light that
opens the Tablet—“Who unfoldeth light in the manifestations of His light; Who causeth light to
revolve in the revolutions of His light”—is among the most formally beautiful openings in all of
Baha’u’llah’s writings, and itself enacts the principle it describes: light knowing itself through light,
at every level of its own self-disclosure. Students of Jewish hermeneutics will recognize a distant
cousin in the rabbinic pardes (literal, allegorical, homiletical, and mystical readings of scripture);
students of Dante will notice that the four paradises bear structural resemblance to the four senses
of medieval Christian exegesis. The Baha’i innovation is to anchor the whole system in the living
person of the Manifestation rather than in a fixed institutional tradition.

Questions for Reflection

1. What is gained—and what risks are introduced—by holding that any scriptural verse has
“infinite meanings unto infinity”? How does this differ from the Protestant principle of sola
seriptura, and from the Catholic appeal to the Church as authoritative interpreter?

2. The four paradises map roughly onto four modes of divine-human relationship: absolute
unknowability, essential identity, commanding authority, and communal participation. How
do these correspond to the four levels of classical Jewish pardes exegesis, and where do the
systems diverge?

3. Baha’u’llah claims that the Hahut station admits no interpretation at all: “None can interpret
a single letter of that verse in that Paradise” What does this apophatic limit tell us about
the relationship between revelation and the capacity of human reason?

4. The doxology of light—“Who causeth light to revolve in the revolutions of His light”—
echoes Neoplatonic accounts of emanation in which the One knows itself through its own
self-differentiation. How far does this parallel hold, and where does it break down?

5. Given that this Tablet was composed during a period when Baha’u’llah was formally defer-
ring to Mirza Yahya/Azal, how might the Tablet’s implicit claim to sovereign hermeneutical
authority be read as a form of veiled self-disclosure?

Lament at the Foot of the Throne: Exile, Betrayal, and Endurance

Key Passages

Thou didst create this lowly mote through Thy perfect power, and didst nurture it with
Thy bounteous hands. Thereafter Thou didst ordain for it trials and tribulations of such
nature as defieth description and cannot be contained within the pages of tablets. The
neck which Thou didst rear amidst birds and flying creatures, Thou didst ultimately
bind with firm shackles; and the body which Thou didst comfort with garments of silk
and brocade, Thou didst finally subject to the abasement of imprisonment. “Thou hast
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adorned me with the ornaments of Thy decree — ornaments that cannot be removed,
and hast encircled me with collars that cannot be loosened.” — BHO00951

In every dawn I call upon Thee, yet Thou answerest me not. In every morning I cry
out to Thee, yet Thou rememberest me not... By Thy glory, O my God! I have reached
such a state of abasement that I have become hopeless of the breezes of Thy mercy, and
have attained to such a degree of poverty that I see myself deprived of the fragrances
of Thy glory — this despite my certainty of the all-encompassing nature of Thy favors
toward the people of Thy kingdom, and my acknowledgment of the flow of Thy mercy
among Thy creation. — BHO03678

Had they but imagined my station, sufficient would have been what they intended
regarding me and how they transgressed against my cause, even rising to slay me and
conspiring to shed my blood. By God! I concealed all this through my forbearance and
covered it through my patience. Unto God do I complain of my sorrow and grief and
suffering, and in Him have I placed my trust, and upon Him let His sincere servants
place their trust. — BHO04151

Context for Study

Several texts in this volume open onto the raw biographical reality of Baha'u’llah’s situation in
the early Baghdad years: stripped of property, exiled across midwinter mountains with children
and dependents in tow, surrounded by a Babi community riddled with jealousy and intrigue, and
at times personally targeted by assassination plots. The departure prayer (BH00951) transforms
this experience into a covenantal address: God is simultaneously the One who elevated His servant
and the One who ordained the shackles. The grammar of the prayer deliberately echoes the qasida
lament tradition of Arabic poetry—the nostalgic address to the ruins, the enumeration of suffering—
but displaces the beloved from a human figure to the divine Countenance. BH03678 is even more
remarkable: it moves through genuine spiritual desolation (“I have become hopeless of the breezes
of Thy mercy”) before finding, in the very act of complaint, the evidence of divine attention. This
is the theological move that distinguishes prophetic lament from mere despair: the complaint is
addressed to God, which means the relationship is maintained even in its most anguished form.
Students of the Psalms of lament (Psalms 22, 88, 130), of Job’s contention with God, of Jeremiah’s
confessions, and of the Dark Night of the Soul in John of the Cross will recognize the genre. BH04151
adds a further dimension: the suffering is not only from divine decrees but from human betrayal
within the community itself. The forbearance Baha'u’llah claims is strategic as well as spiritual—a
conscious withholding of disclosure in order to protect a community not yet ready for full knowledge.
Together, these texts articulate what might be called a theology of the interval: the time between
the inward certainty of mission and its public vindication, held open by patience, prayer, and the
refusal to despair.

Questions for Reflection

1. Compare Baha’u’llah’s lament “In every dawn I call upon Thee, yet Thou answerest me not”
with Psalm 22 (“My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”), with Job’s address from
the ash-heap, and with Teresa of Avila’s account of spiritual aridity. What do these moments
of divine silence accomplish that consolation cannot?
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2. The departure prayer frames suffering as “adorned with the ornaments of Thy decree.” Is this
a form of theodicy, a spiritual discipline, or something else? Compare with Stoic amor fati
and with Paul’s claim that “suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character”
(Romans 5:3-4).

3. Baha’u’llah says he concealed his knowledge of the assassination plots “through forbearance.”
How does this strategic patience relate to the Shi‘i concept of tagiyya (precautionary dissim-
ulation), and where does it depart from it?

4. What is the difference between a lament that maintains relationship with God and a complaint
that ruptures it? What formal or spiritual features distinguish the two?

5. How might these texts of exile and abasement be read in relation to the later Baha’i teaching
that suffering endured in the path of God is itself a form of service and spiritual illumination?

The Soul on Fire: Love Mysticism and the Demand for Self-
Surrender

Key Passages

This profitless world produceth naught save deadly poison, and its ephemeral dregs can
never yield the everlasting cup. Were the Jesus of the spirit to give ear to the call of
holiness from the Falcon of the realm above, He would assuredly cry out from His inmost
being and be seized with fervid longing even as the lover’s soul. It is through that call
that the Moses of eternity was dumbfounded; it is by its virtue that the Abraham of
faithfulness shattered the idol of the mortal body. — BH02382

O Shams! Hearken with all thy heart unto the nightingale song of the Beloved, that
perchance thou mayest abandon the habitation of self and desire and step into the
placeless realm of eternal glory, forsake thine own life, and commune with Him Who is
the life of thy life. Wert thou to traverse the limitless reaches of the spirit, thou wouldst
of a certainty rend asunder the garment of patience and forbearance, hasten to offer up
thy soul, renounce the dross of this fleeting world, and find repose upon the throne of
ancient glory. — BHO02382

Context for Study

The lyrical epistles in this volume—especially BH02382, addressed to “Shams”—draw on the full
repertoire of Persian Sufi love poetry. The Falcon, the Nightingale, the Beloved, the mortal idol that
must be shattered: this is the idiom of Rumi’s Masnavi and Hafez’s Divan, transposed into the key of
Babi eschatology. What distinguishes Baha’u’llah’s use of this tradition from mere literary imitation
is the way it identifies the Sufi figures with prophetic archetypes: Moses dumbfounded, Abraham
shattering the idol, Jesus seized with longing. The soul’s ascent is not merely the individual
mystic’s private journey; it is recapitulated in the lives of the Manifestations themselves, each of
whom had to shatter some “idol of the mortal body”’—some attachment to conventional piety, social
expectation, or self-preservation—in order to embody the divine call fully. The demand placed on

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 140



Vol. 28: Baha'u’llah, Early Baghdad period (to 1856) Appendix

the reader is correspondingly radical: to “abandon the habitation of self and desire” is not a counsel
of moderate virtue but a summons to the same self-transcendence that the prophets enacted. Yet
this radicalness is framed in beauty rather than law. The argument is aesthetic before it is ethical:
the world is “profitless” not because scripture prohibits it but because once one has heard the
Nightingale, every other song is merely noise. Students of mystical literature will recognize the
apophatic logic (the world’s falseness revealing truth by contrast), the nuptial metaphor of lover
and Beloved, and the paradox that self-surrender is the only path to authentic selthood. Students
of Western philosophy will find echoes of Plato’s Phaedrus—the soul’s winged ascent toward Beauty
itself—and of Kierkegaard’s “leap” from the ethical to the religious stage of existence.

Questions for Reflection

1. Baha’u’llah uses Jesus, Moses, and Abraham not as doctrinal authorities but as exemplars of
passionate self-surrender. How does this functional reading of the prophets differ from their
role in orthodox Christianity, Judaism, and Islam? What does it open up, and what does it
set aside?

2. The epistle insists that the world “produceth naught save deadly poison.” Is this a permanent
metaphysical claim about the world’s worthlessness, or a relative claim about the soul’s
priorities in a moment of spiritual choice? How does your reading affect the relationship
between mystical detachment and civic engagement?

3. Compare “abandon the habitation of self and desire” with the Buddhist concept of anatta
(no-self) and with the Christian kenotic theology of self-emptying (kenosis) in Philippians 2.
How do these traditions understand the “self” that must be surrendered, and what remains
afterward?

4. The call is mediated through the “nightingale song of the Beloved.” In Sufi tradition, the
nightingale (bulbul) yearns for the rose and cannot possess it. How does Baha'u’llah adapt
this image, and what does its use suggest about the nature of divine attraction?

5. What is the relationship between this tradition of love mysticism and the rational, adminis-
trative, and civic dimensions of the Baha’i Faith that would later develop? Is there a tension,
and if so, how might it be creative rather than contradictory?

Protecting the Community: Dissent, Wisdom, and the Appointed
Time

Key Passages

I bear witness that the Manifestation of Him Who is Promised is the Point of Existence
in the unseen realm of eternity. When time reacheth unto the Mustaghath or a letter
before it, then will He appear in truth, though the idolaters be averse... Those who claim
the Cause without clear proof or Book — these have forgotten the remembrance of thy
Lord and are not of the assured ones. These imagine that God will not witness what
their hands have wrought and will have no power to seize them. Nay, by thy life, evil
is that which they have imagined. — BHO00181
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Alas, alas! Then alas, alas! If the Primal Point were alive in these days and witnessed
My grief he would assuredly, at all times, comfort Me, treat Me tenderly, and fill Me
with ardent joy. At every moment would he strengthen Me. Alas, alas! Would that I
had died after him before these days, or had become a thing forgotten, utterly forgotten!
— BH00267

Context for Study

The early Baghdad writings are not only mystical and doxological; they are also deeply concerned
with the governance and coherence of a traumatized community. The Khutbiy-i-Salavat (BH00181)
contains pointed warnings against “those who claim the Cause without clear proof or Book”—a
reference to the factional maneuvering within the post-Bab Babi movement, where rival claimants
jostled for authority in the vacuum left by the Bab’s martyrdom in 1850. The Lawh-i-Kullu’t-Ta‘am
(BH00267) is punctuated by laments over betrayal, and its reference to the “Other Point” (almost
certainly the Bab Himself, or possibly an oblique reference to the messianic figure yet to come) is
one of the most poignant moments in the volume: Baha'u’llah mourns that if the Primal Point
were alive, He would comfort and strengthen him. The mourning is not merely personal; it is an
indictment of a community that has betrayed its own founding energy. Both texts operate with
a theology of the “appointed time”: the true Manifestation will appear when the divinely decreed
moment arrives, and all premature claims are by definition false. This insistence on kairos—the
right time—is central to Baha’u’llah’s self-understanding in this period: He knows His own station,
but the time for full disclosure has not arrived, and He guards the community against the disorder
that a premature announcement would produce. Students of early church history will recognize a
parallel in the dispute between Montanist prophets and institutional bishops over who controlled
access to the Spirit; students of political thought will recognize the tension between the truth-teller
who must speak and the statesman who must wait.

Questions for Reflection

1. What criteria does this volume offer for distinguishing a genuine Manifestation from a false
claimant? How do these criteria compare with the criteria offered in the New Testament (“by
their fruits you shall know them,” Matthew 7:16) and in Islamic kalam for recognizing the
Prophet?

2. The Lawh-i-Kullu’t-Ta‘am contains both a sophisticated theological treatise and a personal
cry of grief and betrayal. How does the coexistence of these registers affect your reading of
Baha’u’llah’s authority in this period?

3. Baha’u’llah insists on the “appointed time” for disclosure. How does the theology of sacred
timing relate to the Shi‘i doctrine of the ghayba (occultation), to the Christian concept of the
kairos (the fullness of time in Galatians 4:4), and to the Buddhist teaching that a Buddha
arises only when the world is ready?

4. The lament over the Bab—*“Would that I had died after him before these days”—is a startling
expression of grief from someone who will eventually proclaim himself the fulfillment of the
Bab’s promise. How does grief function in prophetic biography, and what does it tell us about
the relationship between the two figures?
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5. How might a contemporary religious community discern the difference between a legitimate
correction of deviation and an illegitimate suppression of genuine spiritual insight? What
resources does this volume offer for that discernment?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The early Baghdad writings of Baha’u’llah present a paradox: they are among the most symbolically
elaborate and theologically audacious texts He composed, yet they operate under conditions of
deliberate concealment—concealment from enemies, from a fractured community, and in some
sense from Baha’u’llah Himself, who had not yet received the formal command to proclaim His
mission openly. The volume teaches, across all its genres, that truth has a timing, that the fullness
of revelation requires a readiness in both the revealer and the receivers, and that beauty and
lament can carry what straightforward assertion cannot. The lament at the foot of the divine
throne, the cascading symbols of rain and light, the hermeneutical architecture of four paradises,
the nightingale’s call to self-surrender—all are modes of speech appropriate to an interval, to the
space between the inward knowing and the outward proclamation.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does it mean for a revelation
to be present but not yet fully disclosed—and what forms of attention, patience, and
spiritual formation does this “not yet” demand of those who, reading after the fact,
seek to understand what was transpiring in the years before Baha’u’llah declared His
mission openly in the Garden of Ridvan?
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