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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 31

This late-Baghdad compilation (ca. 1860-1863) traces a decisive intensification in Baha'u’llah’s
voice: from the disciplined formation of a community under pressure to increasingly explicit, if still
largely symbolic, disclosures of a new theophany soon to be openly proclaimed. Several items open
on the immediacies of conflict—plots, denunciations, and the looming prospect of violence—yet
they interpret these not as mere contingencies of exile but as the spiritual grammar of revelation
itself. In Shikkar-Shikan Shavand (BH00746), for example, the schemes of opponents are met not
with self-protection but with a striking celebration of steadfastness, readiness for suffering, and
confidence in an authority that cannot be annulled by intimidation. In parallel, more discursive
tablets (e.g., BH00690) situate such ordeals within a theology of manifestation: the purpose of
creation is realized through recognition and love of God, made possible by Manifestations who
both reveal divine attributes and willingly bear the consequences of human resistance—thereby
drawing their followers into the same pattern of trial, detachment, and maturation.

As the volume proceeds, this ethic of endurance begins to merge with an increasingly luminous
rhetoric of unveiling. A cluster of highly poetic proclamations summons the “nightingales” of
God to detach from the perishable and hasten to a presence newly made accessible, as if the
initiative has shifted from seekers searching for the Beloved to the Beloved calling the seekers
(Lawh-i-*Ashiq va Ma’shiq, BH02198). This movement toward disclosure is dramatized in the
Maid-of-Heaven symbolism: in Lawh-i-Huriyyih (BH00454), the Maid emerges from concealment
into intimate encounter, her sorrow mirroring the burden borne by the revelatory Self; and in Hur-
i-‘Ujab (BH01966), the unveiled Maiden’s beauty is portrayed as world-consuming, exposing both
the transformative power of revelation and the tragedy of those who deny it even when confronted
by its signs. Closely allied texts—Halih Halih ya Bisharat (BH02000) and Lawh-i-Ghulamu’l-Khuld
(BHO0729)—extend the same symbolic field (Maiden, Youth, wine, fragrance, trumpet-call, ecstatic
summons) to depict a moment in which veils are lifted, spiritual life is renewed, and a chosen
company is beckoned beyond caution into consecration.

The volume’s arc culminates in texts anchored to the Ridvan moment itself, where allegory gives
way to joyous proclamation. Suriy-i-Sabr (Lawh-i-Ayyub) (BH00034), revealed on the First Day
of Ridvan, frames the transition through the paradigm of patience and theodicy, reading suffering
as the crucible of true faith while simultaneously anticipating the opposition that will quickly
crystallize after exile from Baghdad. BH00421 assembles a litany of testimonies—voices of sacred
history bearing witness to the Day—ending in a call to steadfastness and teaching as the community
enters a new dispensation. And BHO00379 offers an explicit narrative-celebratory account of the
First Day of Ridvan and the wrenching departure from Baghdad: the joy of disclosure, the sorrow
of separation, and the inauguration of a public horizon that the preceding Baghdad tablets had
approached through a carefully calibrated poetics of nearness.
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“Sweet as sugar become all India’s parrots,
From this Persian candy that to Bengal goes.”

He is the Most Exalted, the Most High, the Most Supreme!

Your letter reached the abode of evanescence and arrived at the
treasury of submission and contentment. All that was written
was noted, and all that was mentioned was true and correct.
However, the lovers in the path of the Beloved and the confi-
dants of the sanctuary of the Desired One fear not calamity and
seek not to avoid fate. They are nourished by the ocean of sub-
mission and drink from the stream of Tasnim. They would not
exchange the good-pleasure of the Friend for both worlds, nor
would they trade the decree of the Beloved for the boundless
realm. They drink the poison of tribulations as if it were the
water of life, and quaff deadly venom as though it were life-
giving honey. In waterless, perilous deserts they surge with
the remembrance of the Friend, and in lethal wastelands they
are quick to sacrifice their lives. They have withdrawn their
hands from life and set forth toward the Beloved. They have
shut their eyes to the world and opened them to the Beauty of
the Friend. They have no purpose save the Beloved, and seek
no perfection save reunion. They soar with the wing of trust
and fly with the pinion of devotion. To them, the bloodthirsty
sword is dearer than heavenly silk, and the sharp arrow more
acceptable than mother’s milk.

“A hundred thousand living hearts are needed on this path,

i To sacrifice a hundred souls with every breath.”

One should kiss the hand of the assassin and dance joyously
towards the path of the Friend. How blessed is this hour and
how sweet is this time when the spiritual soul is ready to sacri-
fice itself and the temple of faithfulness has resolved to ascend
the heights of extinction. We have lifted up our necks, eagerly
awaiting the unsparing sword of the Beloved, and have made
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our breasts [radiant], yearning with our very souls for the arrow
of destiny. We are weary of name and fame, and from all else
but Him we shall not choose flight nor occupy ourselves with
dispelling others. Through prayer we seek tribulation that we
might soar in the holy atmosphere of the spirit and build our
nest in the shade of the tree of divine companionship, that
we might attain the ultimate stations of love and drink from
the sweet wines of reunion. Surely we shall not let slip from
our grasp this eternal sovereignty, nor shall we let go from our
hands this incomparable blessing. And if we should be buried
in the dust, we shall raise our heads from the bosom of the
Lord of Lords’ mercy. These companions cannot be destroyed
by tribulation, nor can these journeys be traversed by mere
footsteps, nor can this countenance be veiled by the curtain
of concealment. Indeed, it is evident that with all these ene-
mies, both within and without, who have raised the standard
of opposition and have girded themselves with utmost determi-
nation to repel these poor ones, one should certainly, according
to the dictates of reason, exercise caution and choose to flee
not only from this land but from the face of the earth. Yet
through divine favor and infinite invisible confirmations, we
are radiant like the sun and manifest like the moon, seated
upon the throne of tranquility and resting upon the carpet of
patience. What fear has the spiritual fish of the destruction of
the ship, and what concern has the holy spirit for the corrup-
tion of the outward body? Nay, the body is a prison for this
one, and the ship a cage for that one. The nightingale’s song
is known to the nightingale, and the familiar strain to those
who are familiar.

Consider the days of old and what befell the Seal of the
Prophets and the Source of the Chosen Ones, that you might
become light as spirit and emerge like breath from the cage
of the body. At the height of the encompassment of enemies
and the intensity of trials, the sacred Bird descended and
brought this verse: “And if their turning away is grievous to
thee, then, if thou canst, seek out an opening into the earth
or a ladder into heaven.” A thousand eyes are needed to weep
blood, and a hundred thousand souls to raise a cry from the
heart. And likewise in another place He says: “And remember
when the unbelievers plotted against thee, to imprison thee,
or slay thee, or drive thee forth. They plotted, and God
plotted, and God is the best of plotters.” In these two blessed
verses which were revealed from the Source of Divinity, reflect
deeply that you might become aware of the hidden mysteries.
Were people’s eyes of insight open, this very persistence of
this servant would suffice them all - that despite all these
enemies and instances of tribulation, we are luminous like a
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candle, and like love’s beloved we have burned away the veils
of concealment in the gathering as we have kindled the fire of
love. But what use is it when all eyes are veiled and all ears
are stopped? They wander in the valley of heedlessness and
walk in the wilderness of error. “They are innocent of what I
do, and I am innocent of what they do.”

That honoured personage is one who, being among the
denizens of that land, hath busied himself with the adorn-
ments of this world, hath taken no share from the cup of
mercy, nor any portion from the chalice of justice and fairness.
Without ever having beheld this Servant for a single moment,
nor having gathered with Him in any assembly, nor having
enjoyed His companionship for so much as an hour, he hath
seized the pen of tyranny and traced therewith the blood of
the wronged.

He hath likewise uttered certain meaningless words in the pres-
ence of a group, and in these very days hath conveyed to a
well-known person some assertions born of his own conjectures.
That person hath, in the past two days, journeyed to Tihran,
bearing with him a register in which are recorded tales, and a
book in which are related stories.

“Whatever schemes of deceit he harbors in his heart,

2 Before God are as manifest as the light of day.”

All these matters are known and evident, and their foundations
are disclosed and confirmed. Though they may conceal it from
this servant, how can it remain hidden from Him from Whose
knowledge nothing escapes? I know not by what divine law
they claim to abide, or upon what proof they rely. This servant,
who for some time has completely withdrawn into seclusion
and chosen solitude, who has closed his door to friend and
stranger alike and sits alone - whence arose this envy, and
from where did this hatred appear? It is not known whether
they will ultimately achieve good and attain their heart’s desire.
Though they walk the path of passion, this lowly one clings to
the cord of piety and, God willing, is guided by the light of
divine guidance. I harbor no ill will toward them and have
taken no rancor to heart. I have left it to God and held fast to
the handle of justice. After they achieve their aims, perhaps
they shall drink from the boiling waters of hell and be sustained
by the fire of divine wrath, for there is a mighty Judge between
us who surely will not let injustice pass. FEventually, there
must be a meeting where matters are made clear and the truth
becomes evident to them. Then judgment will be passed -
decided and executed. Their suspicious hands are short, while
the tree of divine favor is exceedingly tall. Until our time
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comes, no soul has power over us, and when that moment
arrives, we shall seek it with yearning and desire - it shall
neither come early nor late. Verily we are God’s and to Him
do we return. If God helps you, none can overcome you, and
if He forsakes you, who is there that can help you thereafter?
Peace be upon those who follow guidance. Though I have been
and am desirous of meeting you, it is not advisable. Remain
in complete tranquility, engaged in visitation, and weary of all
but His presence. Convey my remembrances to the loved ones,
especially to His Highness Isma’il Mirza. All these matters
were related to you last year, but seem to have been erased
from memory.
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Lawh-i-’Ashiq va Ma’shug

He is the Exalted, the Transcendent, the All-Highest

2 Release yourselves, O nightingales of God, from the thorns and
brambles of wretchedness and misery, and wing your flight to
the rose-garden of unfading splendor.

O My friends that dwell upon the dust! Haste forth unto your
celestial habitation.

Announce unto yourselves the joyful tidings: “He Who is the
Best-Beloved is come!

He hath crowned Himself with the glory of God’s Revelation,
and hath unlocked to the face of men the doors of His ancient
Paradise.” Let all eyes rejoice, and let every ear be gladdened,
for now is the time to gaze on His beauty, now is the fit time
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to hearken to His voice. Proclaim unto every longing lover:
“Behold, your Well-Beloved hath come among men!” and to
the messengers of the Monarch of love impart the tidings: “Lo,
the Adored One hath appeared arrayed in the fullness of His
glory!” O lovers of His beauty! Turn the anguish of your
separation from Him into the joy of an everlasting reunion,
and let the sweetness of His presence dissolve the bitterness of

your remoteness from His court.

Behold how the manifold grace of God, which is being showered
from the clouds of Divine glory, hath, in this day, encompassed
the world. For whereas in days past every lover besought and
searched after his Beloved, it is the Beloved Himself Who now
is calling His lovers and is inviting them to attain His presence.

Take heed lest ye forfeit so precious a favor; beware lest ye
belittle so remarkable a token of His grace. Abandon not the
incorruptible benefits, and be not content with that which per-
isheth. Lift up the veil that obscureth your vision, and dispel
the darkness with which it is enveloped, that ye may gaze on
the naked beauty of the Beloved’s face, may behold that which
no eye hath beheld, and hear that which no ear hath heard.

Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose Garden of changeless
splendor a Flower hath begun to bloom, compared to which
every other flower is but a thorn, and before the brightness of
Whose glory the very essence of beauty must pale and wither.
Arise, therefore, and, with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts,
with all the eagerness of your souls, the full fervor of your
will, and the concentrated efforts of your entire being, strive
to attain the paradise of His presence, and endeavor to inhale
the fragrance of the incorruptible Flower, to breathe the sweet
savors of holiness, and to obtain a portion of this perfume of
celestial glory.

Whoso followeth this counsel will break his chains asunder, will
taste the abandonment of enraptured love, will attain unto his
heart’s desire, and will surrender his soul into the hands of his
Beloved. Bursting through his cage, he will, even as the bird
of the spirit, wing his flight to his holy and everlasting nest.

Night hath succeeded day, and day hath succeeded night, and
the hours and moments of your lives have come and gone, and
yet none of you hath, for one instant, consented to detach
himself from that which perisheth. Bestir yourselves, that the
brief moments that are still yours may not be dissipated and
lost. Even as the swiftness of lightning your days shall pass,
and your bodies shall be laid to rest beneath a canopy of dust.
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What can ye then achieve? How can ye atone for your past
failure?

The everlasting Candle shineth in its naked glory. Behold how
it hath consumed every mortal veil. O ye moth-like lovers of
His light! Brave every danger, and consecrate your souls to its
consuming flame.

O ye that thirst after Him! Strip yourselves of every earthly af-
fection, and hasten to embrace your Beloved. With a zest that
none can equal make haste to attain unto Him. The Flower,
thus far hidden from the sight of men, is unveiled to your eyes.
In the open radiance of His glory He standeth before you. His
voice summoneth all the holy and sanctified beings to come
and be united with Him. Happy is he that turneth thereunto;
well is it with him that hath attained, and gazed on the light
of so wondrous a countenance.
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In the name of God, the Compassionate!

O nightingales! While the heaven of mercy is upraised, take
wing; while the flower is at market, lament; while the gates of
reunion are open, hasten! Eat sweets and grieve not, and in
remembrance of the Friend, drink the wine of nearness. Attach
not your hearts to this life, but surrender your souls to the
Beloved.
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Lawh-i-Huriyyih (Tablet of the Maiden)

In the Name of God, the Most Holy, the Most Exalted, the
Most Glorious!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I make mention of Thee in this
moment when the Sun of Thy Divinity hath dawned from the
horizon of the heaven of the radiant Sinai of Thy Oneness, and
the lights of Thy Lordship have shone forth from the morn of
the cloud of the presence of the might of Thy Self-Subsistence,
and the darkness of the kingdom hath been illumined by the
gleaming splendor of the appearance of the dominion of Thy
Cause, whereby the Garden of Paradise was established above
the celestial realms of Thy Identity, and wherein Thou didst
plant the trees of Thine Essence, and they all bore the fruits of
Thy Being, and wherein the breezes of Thy Spirit and the fra-
grances of Thy holiness wafted, and wherein Thou didst ordain
the gems of Thy bounties and the essence of Thy favors, and
wherein Thou didst unveil the treasuries of Thy knowledge and
the repositories of Thy mystery, and wherein flowed, through
its terraces, the rivers of the glory of Thy Life and the seas of
the might of Thy eternity and the fountains of the wine of Thy
grace.

When Thou didst desire, O my God, to manifest it, Thou didst
raise it to the throne of grandeur and majesty, and adorned
it with the lights of power and might, and revealed Thyself
unto it through Thine eternal Essence, and caused the Sun of
Oneness to shine upon it through the lights of Thy ancient
Countenance. Thereupon Thy most exalted decree came to
pass in the empire of destiny, ordaining the emergence of a
Countenance therefrom, that the lights of Thy beauty might be
made manifest unto all who are on Thy earth, and the splendor
of Thy face unto all who are in the empire of Thy Cause. Then
came forth the Maiden who, from time immemorial, had been
concealed in the pavilion of sanctity and protection and glory,
and in the tabernacle of purity and might and majesty. And
there was inscribed upon her luminous brow, with crimson ink
by the Most Exalted Pen: “By God! This is a Maiden whom
none but God, the Most Exalted, the Most High, hath ever
known, and God hath purified the hem of her sanctity from
the knowledge of the Concourse of Names in the empire of
eternity, and her beauty from the eyes of all who dwell in the
kingdom of creation.” And when she emerged from her palace,
adorned with the ornament of God, and glanced with one of

e ) Y1

wm&;’s\éw};\n_ﬁw*
;by\f@)\ww | sl
Jlsl Caeal 5 &.\,\ Y e lyw 5L
oy sl s s LE e o Koy 5
dl&l S oW Sslatal &.\c’
Ju&&f\uﬂ&\ﬁ&w
Ww/;&ﬁfdb@yw):jd\
)&\JJ\ILL@KUJL‘\)&}M{J&\
5 Sk Slis &JJUW‘WM
VT C:\)..u) Kani plr oo Ud )8
;Jﬂjl{ S Flx Ls cass
oo Al Sl a2 el BLbl 3 o
&t&\ﬁdﬁﬁjgﬁu{

G dl el bylgll AL syl U
55l e e Ly s 2k, LTS
25205 8 S e 2
kil Sy LIyl oo BVl o L
Tadl Sy b JoW S LT s
S ) ) Lo el oy b TVl
Sorde Sems ol s Kol &g e
d‘}\é&gé\i')?w&f\&){?
3 I Ly ) Gl G Y
syé&»; DMVl 5 5501 5 el bl
\)\p\,;\,ﬁ»\;mw Tad b e
M\‘Y\uﬁm%ualb\bﬁ')}c.\bmb
ubfupw‘}::ﬁ\ﬁ}éc\/\&\
el o Wl Tl e WY
&3 calb Wb STV oS 3 e
il s lodl 3 g oy Clam Y s ab o
b Sled 5 Ly D51 o Sl ol
<2 02 Y e J) AV gy i)
el o 5 Wlas 151 0 02,V

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 7



Vol. 31: Baha'u’llah, Late Baghdad period (1860-1863)

BH00454

her eyes toward the heaven, the dwellers of the heavens were
thunderstruck by the lights of her countenance and the sweet
fragrances thereof, and when she turned her other eye toward
the earth, it became illumined with the lights of her beauty
and the excellence of her splendor.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having revealed unto
me the wondrous tokens of Thy handiwork therein and the
comprehensive signs of Thy power in its creation! Whereupon
she soared and ascended, gliding through the firmament as
though treading upon a straight line in the axis of the air.
And methought the chain of existence was set in motion by
the movement of her path beneath her feet. Then did she de-
scend and draw nigh, approaching until she stood before me.
I was bewildered by the subtle mysteries of her creation and
the wondrous tokens of her fashioning. I found within myself
an ecstasy from her attraction and a rapture from her love. I
raised my hand toward her and drew aside the veil from her
shoulder, whereupon I beheld her tresses, curled and twisted,
cascading down her back, suspended and flowing until they
reached nigh unto her feet. When the winds stirred them to-
ward the right side of her shoulder, they perfumed the heavens
and earth with their fragrance, and when moved toward the
left, they diffused a holy, musk-laden scent from their emana-
tions. It was as though by the movement of her hair the spirit
of life stirred in the inmost reality of contingent beings and
the springs of divine knowledge flowed through the realities of
creation. Exalted then be God, her Creator, in what He hath
shown me therein! Blessed be God, her Fashioner, in what I
have witnessed of the manifestations of power in her beauty
and the expressions of might in her majesty!

5 At one time I beheld her as though she were sweet, life-giving,
flowing water, coursing through the realities of beings and the
depths of contingent things. And I became certain that all ex-
istence endured through her endurance and persisted through
her persistence. At another time I found her as a fire kindled
in the Divine Tree, as though the element of fire were created
from a brand of her flames, and the hearts of existence, both
seen and unseen, were consumed by her heat and blaze. When
she stirred from the subtle mysteries of her yearning and the
wondrous tokens of her rapture, it was as though the fragrance
of the All-Merciful wafted from the very pores of her garment.
Glorified be God, her Originator, her Creator, and her Fash-
ioner! Then she drew nearer until she stood before my face
and spoke with a melody like unto the song of the dove in the
realm of eternity - as though she spoke with a wondrous melody
without word, letter or sound, as though all books appeared
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And I

in explanation of the song of her wonderful strains.
understood all meanings in the point of her mouth.

When I turned toward it with my entire being, I heard the
mention of God, the Most Exalted, the Most Glorious from
her melodies, and the name of God, the Most High, the Most
Exalted from her songs. Thereupon I became enraptured, be-
wildered, intoxicated by the wonderful nature of her tune. I
raised my hand once again and uncovered one of her breasts
which had been concealed behind her garment. Then did the
heavens shine with the gleaming of her light, and all contin-
gent things were illumined by her appearance and effulgence.
And by her light countless suns shone forth, as though they
were coursing through heavens that had neither beginning nor
end. Then was I bewildered by the Pen of Creation in what it
had inscribed upon her form, as though she had appeared in a
form of light in the likeness of spirit, moving upon the ground
of the Divine Essence in the substance of manifestation. And
I observed that the Maids of Heaven had put forth their heads
from the chambers and were suspended in the air above her
head, bewildered by her appearance and beauty, and enrap-
tured by the attraction of her melody. Glorified be He Who is
her Creator, her Fashioner, her Originator, and her Manifestor!

Then was I nearly thunderstruck by what I inhaled of the holy
fragrances and found of her wondrous ornaments. She turned
to me completely and opened her lips. Lights shone forth from
the gleaming of her teeth, as though the pearls of the Divine
Command had appeared from her treasures and shells. And
she said: “Who art thou?” I said: “A servant of God and the
son of His handmaiden.” She said: “I perceive in thee traces
of a sorrow the like of which I have witnessed in none other.
It is as though I see that all creation grieveth with thy grief,
such that I find the lamp of joy extinguished in the niche of thy
heart and the lights of gladness cut off from the lamp of thy
inner being. I adjure thee by God, besides Whom there is no
god, conceal not from me what hath befallen thee. Inform me
that I may learn of the truth of thy matter, even if it be but a
drop from the overflow.” I said to her: “Ask me not of this, for
thou canst not bear to hear from me of my sorrow, even if it
be but a letter’s mention.” Then I adjure thee by God, the All-
Powerful, the Supreme, the Self-Subsisting, to withdraw thy
hand from me and leave me alone. Return thou to thy place in
Paradise and ask not of that which I cannot mention to thee,
even if it be but a letter’s hint.”

When she recognized the trembling of my inner being, the
yearning of my heart, the cry of my essence, the burning of
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my bones, the quivering of my skin, the agitation of my soul,
and the perturbation of my body, she called out to me saying:
“Hast thou a mother who would lament for thee in thy tribula-
tion?” I'said: “I know not.” Then she said: “Hast thou a sister
who would weep for thee in thy ordeal, or a helper who would
assist thee in thy distress and accompany thee in thy solitude?”
I said to her: “By my sorrow, which no joy hath approached,
ask me not of anything. Look thou upon my heart that what
thou seekest may be made manifest to thee.”

She then bowed her head toward my heart and began exam-
ining all my limbs, joints, bones, and innards, as though she
had lost something and was searching for it everywhere. She
searched for a long time and raised her head until it reached
my chest. I saw her condition change as she moved her head
once to the right and once to the left, at times casting her
glance toward heaven with grief and sorrow, and at times ob-
serving the earth with bewilderment and regret. I saw her lips
move as though she were speaking words beneath her tongue.
I inclined my ear toward her and heard a faint cry, as though
it emerged from the essence of her being in the depths of her
heart. When I brought my head close to her mouth, I heard
words that I cannot mention, and were I to mention them, by
God, nothing would remain in the kingdom from the burning
of their mystery and the scorching of their import.

Thereupon she addressed me, saying: “May thy mother die
for thee, O youth! I have witnessed none like thee and seen no
soul resembling thee. My bewilderment and sorrow concerning
thee have lengthened, and my perturbation regarding thy mat-
ter hath increased. Would that I had not been created in the
heaven of eternity, nor been born of God’s breath in the holy
precincts of the most exalted chambers, nor drunk the water
of life from the fountains of glory! Alas for what I have known
and witnessed! Alas for what I have perceived and learned! For
however much I searched, I found no heart within thee whereby
I might learn of thy matter.”” When I heard this, she raised her
head, and I found her eyes overflowing with blood, as though
oceans had appeared from a drop of her tears. When her eyes
fell upon mine, weeping seized the reins of patience from her,
and she cried out with a cry that I can neither mention nor de-
scribe, until I wept with her weeping, and she raised her hands
to my shoulders and I placed my hands upon her shoulders and
we wept immeasurably, beyond the reckoning of time, eternity
past or future, ages or epochs.
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When she ceased her weeping, she said: “O youth, I adjure thee
by Him Who hath subjected the Pens to the grasp of Thy power
and established through them whatsoever He hath willed and
desired, to tell me what hath befallen thee, that I may be a
companion in thy tribulations and one who remembereth thy
afflictions in the most exalted Concourse and the most sublime
Dominion.” I said to her: “O my beloved, by my life and thine,
I am unable to explain to thee what hath touched me, but
look thou upon my liver; perchance thou wilt find therein what
will suffice thee concerning the most hidden mysteries of my
heart.” Thereupon she bowed her head and brought it near
to my liver, examining it for a time that cannot be mentioned
in the Dominion of Glory nor bounded by the tongue of those
who discourse, yet found no trace thereof. Then I saw the earth
quake from the trembling of its inner reality and convulse from
the palpitation of its heart.

She remained thus before time, after time, and above all time.
Then she raised her head and cried out with such a cry that
the heaven was rent asunder, the earth was cleft, the countries
were shaken, and the mountains crumbled. Then she called
to me saying: “May thy mother mourn thee, O youth! Thou
hast bewildered me by thy matter and destroyed me by thy
deed. Never have I found one without heart or liver; how then
dost thou remain existing upon the earth and continue to exist
in the kingdom?” Thereupon she gazed upon me as a lover
gazes upon the beauty of the beloved, and as the loved one
beholds the countenance of the lover. Then I found her stirred
within herself, as though the breeze of God from this Garment
had wafted over her. She turned to me with her outward and
inner being and said: “By thy life, I perceive from thee the
fragrance of the Beloved! Art Thou the Beloved of the worlds?
If Thou art He, why hast Thou changed Thy beauteous coun-
tenance? Art Thou from the Concourse of Recognition or from

'77

the people of the Bayan? Alas for all created things!

When I perceived her recognition and saw her drawing near, I
guided her to my Self. When she recognized me, she cried out,
trembled, lamented, was agitated, and fell prostrate in the dust
at my feet. When I turned toward her, I found her cast upon
the earth, her spirit having departed from her as though it had
never been created therein. Thereupon the Maids of Heaven
suspended in the air cried out, and the purified Essences in the
clouds of the unseen lamented, and they all returned to their
mansions and pavilions, abandoning what had been ordained
for them and created for their beings. And I remained stand-
ing over her body, grieved by her grief and bewildered by her
condition and her love. I took her and washed her with the
tears of mine eyes and shrouded her in my garments. Then
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I brought my mouth close to her right ear and gave her glad
tidings such as none can hear from me concerning her. When I
cast these words upon her, she was stirred by the Word of God.
Then she gave me glad tidings which it behooveth me not to
mention or even breathe. Thereafter, I laid her to rest in the
vessels of holiness and returned her to the place of intimacy,
the station which We had ordained for her.

Thus do We cast upon you, O people of Paradise, from the
vision of eternity. Interpret it for Me, if ye be interpreters of
the Spirit’s vision.
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Hur-i-’Ujab (The Wondrous Maiden)

The hallowed Beauty shone resplendent from behind the veil.
How wondrous a thing, how wondrous indeed!

And, lo, the flame of rapture caused all souls to swoon away.
How wondrous is this, how wondrous indeed!

Rising up, they soared unto the blest pavilion ‘neath the throne
of heavenis canopy. How wondrous a mystery, how wondrous
indeed!

Say: The Maiden of Eternity unveiled Her face — may her
wondrous beauty be exalted indeed! — Shedding forth from
earth to heaven its resplendent rays. How wondrous a light,
how wondrous indeed!

5 A lightning glance She cast, as piercing as a shooting star —

how wondrous Her glance, how wondrous indeed! —

A glance consuming every name and every title in its flames.
How wondrous a feat, how wondrous indeed!

To the dwellers of the realm of dust She turned Her gaze. How
wondrous Her gaze, how wondrous indeed!

And then did all creation shake and pass away. How astound-
ing a death, how astounding indeed! She then let fall a raven
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lock, an ornament of spirit in the darkest night — how wondrous
a hue, how wondrous indeed! —

From which the fragrant breezes of the spirit were perceived.
How wondrous a scent, how wondrous indeed!

In Her right hand She bore the ruby wine and in Her left a por-
tion of the finest fare. How wondrous a grace, how wondrous
indeed!

With hands encrimsoned with Her ardent loversi blood — how
wondrous is this, how wondrous indeed! —

In cups and chalices She passed round the wine of life. How
wondrous a draught, how wondrous indeed!

With harp and lute She sang in praise of Her Beloved. How
wondrous a song, how wondrous indeed!

Whereat the hearts were melted in consuming flames. How
wondrous a love, how wondrous indeed!

Of Her sustaining beauty She bestowed a boundless share —
how wondrous a share, how wondrous indeed! —

Then brought Her sword of charm upon Her loversi necks. How
wondrous a blow, how wondrous indeed!

Her pearl-like teeth did flash, no sooner had She smiled. How
wondrous a pearl, how wondrous indeed!

Whereat the hearts of them that know cried out and wept.
How wondrous a piety, how wondrous indeed!

But they that doubt and boast of self denied Her truth. How
astounding a denial, how astounding indeed!

And, hearing this, in sorrow, She repaired to Her abode. How
astounding Her grief, how astounding indeed!

She returned from whence She came: How lofty were the steps
She traced! How astounding a decree, how astounding indeed!

She cried a cry of anguish, as to reduce all things to naught.
How astounding Her woe, how astounding indeed!

And from Her lips there streamed these words of warning and
rebuke — how astounding a stream, how astounding indeed! —
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“Why do ye gainsay Me, O people of the Book?” How astound-
ing is this, how astounding indeed!

“Claim ye to be the guided and the loved ones of the Lord?”
By God! How astounding a lie, how astounding indeed!

“O my friends,” She said, “We shall not come again,” — how
wondrous a return, how wondrous indeed! —

7 “But will conceal Godis secrets in His Scriptures and His

Books,” as bidden by One mighty and bounteous indeed!

“Nor shall ye find Me till the Promised One appear on Judge-
ment Day” By My life! How astounding an abasement, how
astounding indeed!
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Az Bagh-i-1lahi

From God’s own garden—by the Sidrah’s fiery flame— That
newly-risen Youth, that fresh-born Servant, came.

Hay! Hay! This is a rapture all-divine; This is a robe from
Heaven’s shrine; This is the Lord’s own vesture, fine.

With oceans of Life’s water, with Kawthar of the soul, The
Lord of all creation entered, whole on whole, and came.

Hay! Hay! This is a sweetness from on high; This is the Mercy
flowing nigh; This is a broidering from the sky.

From Egypt of the Cloud-land—Yusuf of Shiraz— With co-
quetry and fame, with beauty’s law and awe, He came.

; Hay! Hay! This is a Face of timeless morn; This is a Dawn

with radiance born; These are prime wonders, freshly shorn.

That slayer of the lovers, that quickener of the loved, With
sword and shafts of longing, through every veil He moved and
came.
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Hay! Hay! These are love’s blades that flash and burn; These
are glances—spears that turn; These are eyelashes—arrows
stern.

From behind the veil of spirit, from the city of the Friend,
With gifts and gracious bestowals, He drew nigh to the end
and came.

Hay! Hay! These are holy sparks that rise; This is an Ancient-
ness that lies; This is a bounty new-born wise.

That very Essence of abiding, from the treasury of Names,
With cloud-shadow’s tender softness, in mystic, veiled refrains,
He came.

Hay! Hay! These are hoards of hidden gold; These are pearls
in shells enrolled; These are heavenly traits foretold.

That rider of the battle-field, that slayer of the dear, With
blade and flashing scimitar, with conquering cheer, He came.

Hay! Hay! This is a necklace, rare, supernal; This is a breast
of gifts eternal; This is a draught of grace diurnal.

That Maker of the Luminous, that Manifest Most-Glorious,
On Resurrection’s Day He shone—majestic, victorious—and
came.

Hay! Hay! This is a Godhead, new-displayed; This is a Lord-
ship, holy-laid; These are sweet salts His hand hath made.

That secret of God’s Beauty, that purest Might of God, With
voice and message, trumpet-clear, He trod the path He trod
and came.

Hay! Hay! This is passion beyond telling; This is attraction,
ancient dwelling; This is bewilderment, unseen, compelling.

With the dove’s ecstatic warble, with the spirit’s shy allure,
With cup and goblet overflowing, He arrived in rapture pure,
and came.

Hay! Hay! These are youths in forms resplendent; These are
maxims, heaven-sent; These are coquetries, love-intent.

With world-consuming sweetness, with heart-consuming
“Raz”, From the Orient of “Lam”—that shining letter’s
blaze—He came.

Hay! Hay! This is a dance of marvel’s fire; This is a liver
caught in wire; This is a heart set all afire.
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That hunting falcon—perched upon the Sovereign’s arm—
With drum and tent and pageantry, in stately storm, He
came.

Hay! Hay! These are birds of Ridvan singing; These are as-
cents, like incense springing; These are green leaves with glad-
ness clinging.

The goal of every seeker, the shrine of Adam’s prayer, With
unending festival, He filled the earth and air—and came.

Hay! Hay! This is power vast, unbounded; This is greatness,
high and rounded; These are hosts everlasting, sounded.

The Spirit’s very jewel, with “I am the Truth” as cry, Came as
the breaker of idols, from heights beyond the sky—He came.

Hay! Hay! These are Syrian strains that quiver; These are
Hebrew hums that river; These are Qur’anic tones that deliver.

With curls outpoured and serpentine tresses flowing free, With
mercy and inspiration, He moved like a holy sea—and came.

Hay! Hay! This is forgiveness, pre-eternal; This is Baha’i
bounty supernal; This is a gift uplifted, vernal.

That tuner of the spirits, that burner of the shades, With lion’s
onset, roaring, He cleft the fear-made braids—and came.

Hay! Hay! These are burnings of the spirit; This is knowledge
men inherit; This is a serpent-pen—mark ye its merit!

That Face of everlastingness—like dawn of God—appeared,
Within the evening of darkness, the night itself grew feared—
He came.

Hay! Hay! These are suns in splendor pouring; These are
moons of meaning soaring; These are stars in patterns storing.

One hair from His tresses, one scent from His dark mole—
And straightway every nostril knew the wine that makes one
whole—He came.

36 Hay! Hay! This is a rising, light-bestowing; This is a gather-

ing, Lord-made, growing; These are gifts from God, unceasing,
flowing.

From truth’s bright morning, from meeting’s radiant day, That
joy came home at last—came sweetly, all the way—and came.
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Hay! Hay! This is a child of Shiraz, new-born; This is a lamp-
niche, light-adorned; This is a lightning-lamp of dawn.

A hundred cups within His hand, a hundred snares at rest—
With a glance that slays, that captures, He enthralled each
eager breast—and came.

Hay! Hay! These are Sidrahs—Ilote-trees burning; These are

S trees, returning; These are beguiling winks—still learn-
ing!

With a godlike finger—ruby-tipped and bright— With wine-
skin tame and word aflame, He flooded day with night—and
came.

Hay! Hay! This is a draught that makes one singing; This is a
sweetness, love clinging; This is a motion of the spirit, winging.

That Lordly flame, that Sinai fire—yet “coolness, peace,” He
brought; and through its gentleness our storms found their
release—and came.

Hay! Hay! This is delight, a shining weather; These are veils
that blaze together; This is a Godhead of ascension, feather.

That Hidden made manifest, that Absent famed abroad, From
court to rooftop rose at last—by every soul adored—and came.

Hay! Hay! This is coquettish glance’s art; This is the bow’s
own guarding part; These are spirit-fires that move the heart.

Jesus lives by His breath; Moses faints by His grief— That
perfect Sun hath risen now, beyond all doubt, beyond all brief—
and came.

Hay! These are bestowing breathings flowing; These
are spirits, softly going; These are words complete—unending,
glowing.

That supernal Caesar, crowned with empire’s crest, With “I am
God” as diadem—Ilike dawn from evening’s breast—He came.

Hay! Hay! These are crowns of pure bestowal; These are morn-
ings bright, with no pall; These are garments of the Maker—
over all.

From behind the veil of holiness, from intimacy’s mask, That
heart-delighting Friend arrived, fulfilling every task—and
came.

Hay! Hay! These are excuses of the Houris; These are crystal
cups—how glorious! These are eyes that wink, victorious.
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With holy rapture’s dancing, with “Glory be” in glance, With
ceaseless beating of the drum, He made creation dance—and
came.

Hay! Hay! These are birds of Paradise, ascending; These
are peacock-sighs, unending; These are bell-tones through the
ether, bending.

On God’s own earth that heaven-cypress walked with graceful
sway; With measured step and supple pride He turned our
night to day—and came.

; Hay! Hay! These are modes of inspiration; These are tastes of

rapt sensation; These are lines inscribed in living narration.

That Sword of God—with godlike essence— Leapt naked from
its sheath at last, and shattered every sentence—and came.

Hay! These are blades of the All-Compelling; These
are thresholds of the All-Forgiving; These are smitings of the
All-Prevailing.

That nightingale of the rose-garden, from the orchard of the
arcane, From desert into snare it flew—yet made the snare a
gain—and came.

Hay! Hay! This is jubilation, mighty; This is a trace of the
Lord Almighty; This is a breath of Mercy—brightly.

For veiled ones, death; for frozen ones, a pain— The King of
Ages entered, and none remained the same—He came. That
Perfect Treasure came; that Named Unseen appeared; In spite
of every grudging heart, the gift drew near and neared—and
came.

2 Hay! Hay! This is a majesty imperial; This is a star that makes

night burial; This is a lame—pure, kingly, aerial.

That Divine Fire, breathed forth from the breath of the All-
Merciful for centuries, until at length the longing of the lovers
for the atmosphere of the Eternal became manifest, and there-
after, blown by the divine Spirit for ages, until at length the
tresses of the Beloved became visible — countless and innumer-
able are they who circumambulate the Kaaba of nearness to
the Lord of Beauty, and who tread the path of the sanctuary of
the Lord of Glory — until, invested with the honor of manifesta-
tion, He appeared in this Tablet aforementioned, and became
visible to the temples of the sanctified souls through divine
love, in humility and reverence, in standing and sitting, in the
form of words inscribed in verses beheld.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

plde ST L g 838 L (g8 48 ‘:
el

g5 b5

§ .

Lgu}sbv.;a\.'u

s GBa5 e Vs Ul 5b Lis sl ol

Skl

Wl el 5 Op Glazpr b (A G O

w .5 w §.3
s oo s o)l o 1o s gls 5

g .5

LSJC".' Ok Vs

Al el ks 511l 26 516 b O 5

s GU, 3 s 5l b s sl slo
g .

Sley e

Pl ikt o355 haie S il
s b, »T(@ -t C)T.\;\(-LE,"S RN

Gl CES 1 Gl o5 s (gls gls
G O Vs

bﬂo.k:ﬁ)tr}dl.?) u»b)\ L}‘)Ld—\—
5 oS alb dlaee gl olislk ¢ O
deor O B 42 oes botge UL ar
staé'YJ:\QY)C,&?J}r&A)K;
o o S5 W1 55 03 ST
gy A ie 3l o sl Kl s
g OUE L e sl gt
S 3y nﬁ,.:.»olﬁ);

18

61

62



64

ot

Vol. 31: Baha'u’llah, Late Baghdad period (1860-1863)

BH02000

Therefore must the celestial birds who purpose to ascend to
the heights of the sanctified realms chant with such fervor and
melody as to bestow upon all who dwell within the dominion
the spirit of eternity, life everlasting, and existence perpetual,
that perchance the sprinklings of fire upon the hearts of the
righteous may, by God’s leave, be made to rain down.
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ADMS#115 INBA19:037, INBA32:036, INBA36:457,
NLI.32p158r, BRL__DA#281, MAS8.023x,
OOL.B003

Halih Halih ya Bisharat

The Maid of abiding life from highest Paradise drew near—
Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—and lo, she was here.

With harp and melody she came, with crimson bowl in hand—
Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—to bless the longing
land.

With soul-bewitching glance she came, with essence of self-
surrender, With dance and song she came to make the broken-
hearted tender—

Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!-—the feast is spread
abroad; With musk-dark tresses, sugared ruby lips—she came
from God.

Two swords lay curved within her brows, a hundred darts her
lashes, To every heart she came—O how she kindles, how she
flashes!

i Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—the world is overthrown;

With warble of the dove she came, with “Abha!” like a tone.

With drum and banner did she come, with standards lifted
high— Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—let every “I” now
die.

Souls, take the road that leadeth on; hearts, be ye snatched
away— All, all is effaced before her face: the rest is but delay.

With white-kalim she came; with hair as black as Moses’
dragon-splendor, Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—to
make the hard heart render.
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This David’s chant from Sidrah’s height, from Lahut’s cedar-
tree, Came with Messiah’s breath of life—came like a quicken-
ing sea.

With attraction and with faithfulness, with Cloud’s tumul-
tuous fire, From eastern dawns she came—O hear the heart’s
unending lyre!

Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—with guidance as her
light, From morning of reunion came, with Sinai’s flame so
bright.

This soul-song in the dwelling of the Beloved’s secret station—
From the nightingale of “La” it came, beyond all limitation.

With tidings of reunion, this Maid of God drew nigh, From
Tuba’s branch she came to us—Haleh!—with radiance high.

This perishing lover, this earthen bird, became in love’s high-
way A ransom offered to the Friend—Haleh, haleh!—he came
that day.

Upon the bosoms of the loved ones fell the arrow of decree,
From heaven’s Prince it came—O glad tidings!—to shatter and
to free.

7 Upon the neck of every lover fell the sword of cruelty— From

Faithfulness’ own Throne it came, and yet it healed the plea.

This holy epistle, with fiery hoopoe, from Saba’s city flew—
Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!-—with news forever new.

This Face that everlasteth—by God’s command—came with
the Hand, the White; This Hijazi falcon came with ‘Iraqi song,
from the King’s own arm in flight.

This ascension-countenance came with joyous rapture from the
lowest court to rise— Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!'—to
dazzle earth and skies.

Lo! nightingale of meaning from the holy rosebush came, With
speech and cry—Haleh, haleh!—to set our dust aflame.

2 This leaf of light from the city of the Spirit came with splendor,

With radiance and illumination—Haleh!-—to make the shadows
tender.

This Witness of the Lord, this wine-drunk of the Beloved, came
with the cup of fealty; That sheer Beauty of the Truth, that
very Essence of Majesty, came with the greatest Sign for thee.
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That countenance long desired, that face long pledged, came
with the Most Great Mercy— Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad
tidings!—the world is made anew and free.

Souls—by His union! Hearts—by your offering! for the Lord of
Splendor came; Haleh, haleh, haleh—O glad tidings!—O lovers,
bless His Name.

i And this wondrous Remembrance from the everlasting rose-

garden hath come, that lovers of the Beloved’s Beauty, with
perfect peace, may wholly be consumed in love’s fire—heart
and soul—yet busied with sweet, enchanting strains; per-
chance, through its attraction, the dwellers at the Ka’bah of
the Beloved’s heart may rise in holy fervor, and forget not the
sacred Homeland of God.
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Lawh-i-Ghulamu’l-Khuld (Tablet of the Immortal Youth)

This is a remembrance of that which was revealed in the year
sixty in the days of God, the Almighty, the Help in Peril, the
All-Glorious, the All-Knowing.

Lo, the gates of Paradise were unlocked, and the hallowed
Youth came forth bearing a serpent plain. Rejoice! This is
the immortal Youth, come with crystal waters.

Upon His face was a veil woven by the fingers of might and
power. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a
mighty name.

Upon His brow there shone a beauteous crown, which cast its
splendour upon all who are in heaven and all who are on earth.
Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty cause.

Upon His shoulders there fell the locks of the spirit, like unto
black musk upon white and lustrous pearls. Rejoice! This is
the immortal Youth, come with a transcendent cause.

On His right hand was a ring adorned with a pure and blessed
gem. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty
spirit.
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Upon it was graven, in a secret and ancient script: “By God!
A most noble Angel is this” And the hearts of the inmates
of the eternal realm cried out: “Rejoice! This is the immortal
Youth, come with an ancient light.”

Upon His right cheek was a mark whose sight caused every
man of understanding to waver in his faith. And they that
dwell behind the veil of the Unseen exclaimed: “Rejoice! This
is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty secret.”

This is the Point from which the knowledge of the former and
the latter generations hath been unfolded. And the denizens of
the Kingdom intoned: “Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth,
come with a mighty knowledge.”

This, verily, is the Horseman of the Spirit Who circleth round
the fount of everlasting life. And they that lie concealed in the
retreats of the highest heaven cried out: “Rejoice! This is the
immortal Youth, come with a mighty unveiling.”

He descended from the tabernacle of beauty till He stood, even
as the sun in the midmost heaven, arrayed with a beauty at
once peerless and transcendent. Rejoice! This is the immortal
Youth, come with the most joyful tidings!

Standing in the midmost heaven, He shone forth like unto the
sun in its meridian splendour, illumining the seat of divine
beauty with His mighty Name. Whereupon the Crier cried
out: “Rejoice! This is the Beauty of the Unseen, come with a
mighty spirit.”

And the Maids of Heaven cried out from their celestial cham-
bers: “Hallowed be the Lord, the most excellent of all creators!”
And the nightingale sang sweetly: “Rejoice! This is the immor-
tal Youth, Whose like the eyes of the favoured ones of Heaven
have never beheld.”

And lo, the gates of Paradise were unlocked a second time with
the key of His Great Name. “Rejoice! This is the immortal
Youth, come with a mighty name.”

5 And the Maid of beauty shone forth even as the dawning sun

above the horizon of a resplendent morn. Rejoice! This is the
divine Maiden, come with surpassing beauty.

She came forth with such adorning as to seize with longing
desire the minds of them that are nigh unto God. Rejoice!
This is the Maid of Heaven, come with alluring charm.

Descending from the chambers of eternity, she sang in accents
that entranced the souls of the sincere. Rejoice! This is the
immortal Beauty, come with a mighty secret.
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Suspended in the air, she let fall a single lock of her hair
from beneath her luminous veil — Rejoice! This is the Maid
of Heaven, come with a wondrous spirit —

Shedding the fragrance of that lock upon all creation. Where-
upon the faces of the holy ones grew pale and the hearts of the
ardent lovers were filled with the blood of anguish. Rejoice!
This is the Maid of Heaven, come with the sweetest fragrance.

By God! Whosoever closeth his eyes to her beauty hath fallen
prey to grave deception and manifest error. Rejoice! This is
the immortal Beauty, come with a shining light.

She turned, and round her circled the inhabitants of both this
world and the world to come. Rejoice! This is the Maid of
Heaven, come with a mighty dispensation.

2 She advanced, arrayed with a rare and glorious adorning, till

she stood face to face before the Youth. Rejoice! This is the
immortal Beauty, come with enchanting grace.

From beneath her veil she drew forth her hand, golden tinged
as a sunbeam falling upon the face of a stainless mirror. Re-
joice! This is the immortal Beauty, come with a resplendent
adorning.

Her incomparable ruby fingers seized the hem of the veil that
hid the face of the Youth — Rejoice! This is the immortal
Beauty, come with a mighty glance —

5 And drew it back, whereupon the pillars of the Throne on high

were made to tremble. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth,
come with a mighty cause.

Then did the spirits of all created things part from their bodies.
Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty cause.

> And the inmates of Paradise rent their garments asunder as

they caught a lightning glimpse of His ancient and shining
countenance. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with
an effulgent light.
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At that moment the Voice of the Eternal was heard from be-

yond the veil of clouds with a sweet and enchanting call. Re-
joice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty en-
chantment.

And from the source of God’s inscrutable decree the Tongue
of the Unseen proclaimed: “By God! The like of this Youth
the eyes of the former generations have never beheld.” Rejoice!
This is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty cause.

And the maids of holiness cried out from the chambers of ex-
alted dominion. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come
with manifest sovereignty.

By God! This is that Youth Whose beauty is the ardent desire
of the celestial Concourse. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth,
come with a mighty cause.

Then did the Youth lift up His head to the concourse of heav-
enly angels — Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with
a mighty spirit —

And gave voice to a single word, whereupon the denizens of
heaven arose, one and all, to a new life. Rejoice! This is
the immortal Youth, come with a mighty trumpet blast. He
looked then upon the inhabitants of the earth with a wondrous
glance. Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a
mighty glance.

And with that glance He gathered them together each and all.
Rejoice! This is the immortal Youth, come with a mighty cause.

With another look He signalled to a chosen few, then repaired
to His habitation in the everlasting Paradise. And this, truly,
is a mighty cause!

The Herald of Eternity proclaimeth from his cloud-wrapped
throne: O ye that wait expectant in the vale of patience and
fidelity! O ye that long to soar in the atmosphere of near-
ness and reunion! The celestial Youth, hidden ere now within
the inviolable treasuries of God, hath appeared, even as the
Sun of Reality and the Eternal Spirit, from the Dawning-Place
of changeless splendour, adorned with the ornament of the
Almighty and the beauty of the All-Praised. He hath rescued
all who are in heaven and on earth from the perils of death and
extinction, clothed them in the garment of true and everlasting
existence, and bestowed upon them a new life.

7 That concealed Word upon which the souls of all the Mes-

sengers of God and His Chosen Ones have ever depended hath
manifested itself out of the invisible world into the visible plane.
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No sooner had this hidden Word shone forth from the Realm
of inmost being and absolute singleness to illumine the peoples
of the earth than a breeze of mercy wafted therefrom, purify-
ing all things from the stench of sin and arraying the countless
forms of existence and the reality of man with the vesture of
forgiveness. So great was the wondrous grace which pervaded
all things that through the utterance of the letters “B” and “E”
the gems that lay hid within the repositories of this contingent
world were brought forth and made manifest. Thus were the
seen and the unseen joined in one garment, and the hidden and
the manifest clothed in a single robe; thus did utter nothing-
ness attain the realm of eternity, and pure evanescence gain
admittance into the court of everlasting life.

Wherefore, O ye lovers of the beauty of the All-Glorious! O ye
that ardently seek the court of the presence of the Almighty!
This is the day of nearness and reunion, not the time for con-
tention and idle words. If ye be sincere lovers, behold the
beauty of the Best-Beloved shining clear and resplendent as
the true morn. It behoveth you to be free from all attachment,
whether to yourselves or to others; nay, ye should renounce ex-
istence and non-existence, light and darkness, glory and abase-
ment alike. Sever your hearts from all transitory things, from
all idle fancies and vain imaginings, that ye may, pure and un-
sullied, enter the realm of the spirit and partake with radiant
hearts of the splendours of everlasting holiness.

O friends! The wine of eternal life is flowing. O lovers! The
face of the Beloved is unveiled and unconcealed. O companions!
The fire of the Sinai of love is burning bright and resplendent.
Cast off the burden of love for this world and every attachment
thereto, and, even as luminous, heavenly birds, soar in the
atmosphere of the celestial Paradise and wing your flight to the
everlasting nest. For devoid of this, life itself hath no worth,
and bereft of the Beloved, the heart is of no account.

Yea, the moth-like lovers of the All-Glorious at every instant
offer up their lives round the consuming flame of the Friend,
occupying themselves with naught save Him. Yet not every
bird can aspire to such heights. God, verily, guideth whom He
willeth unto His mighty and exalted path.

Thus do We bestow upon the dwellers of the mystic realm that
which shall draw them nigh unto the right hand of everlasting
life and enable them to attain unto that station which hath
been upraised in the heaven of holiness.

DOR#27, BLO__PT#127
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To: Shaykh Kazim Samandar

In the Name of the Most Glorious, the All-Glorious! @C;\H 19(,)\ wa

This is an epistle from the Primal Point and His Glory unto L;“" 633\ AV €l d;\/\ i e OF s

him who in the Heaven of Names hath been designated as
Kazim and who hath been recorded as one of the believers in
the Mother Book by the Pen of Command.

O Kazim! The holy melodies of the Dove of Divine Unity have
oft been mentioned in wondrous Arabic verses. Now they are
set forth in sublime Persian that thou mayest fully attain unto
the meanings of the divine utterances, that perchance thou
mayest not be stirred by the blowing of the winds of misbelief
that blow from the direction of self and passion, and that thou
mayest cleave fast to the firm and unbreakable handle. First,
know thou that the divine signs, whether of manifestation or
concealment, whether of motion or stillness, of rising or sitting,
and all else that pertaineth unto Him, are even as the sun be-
tween earth and heaven - manifest, resplendent and evident, in
such wise that they cannot be confused with aught else, nor
ever shall be. Every possessor of vision who gazeth toward
the Greatest Perspective will assuredly distinguish the signs of
truth from all else, even as one distinguisheth between black
and white, heat and cold. Indeed, the possessors of the purest
sense of smell will detect the holy fragrance of the Most Exalted
from whatsoever manifesteth it. This is the truth whereof there
is no doubt, save for impure souls who conceal themselves be-
hind imaginary veils and prevent their penetrating vision from
beholding the lights of the Countenance of Unity. These have
no portion of this cup.

Consider the manifestation of the Beauty of the Manifest One
in the year sixty, when despite His mighty revelation and
supreme sovereignty, all creatures high and low cast stones of
hatred at that Furthermost Tree, that Lote-Tree beyond which
there is no passing. Thus did they act aforetime, as thou hast
witnessed and heard, and art among those who bear witness.
Beware lest thou place the reins of reason and understanding in
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the grasp of this or that person’s account, and lest thou be de-
prived of the divine perspective through satanic whispers. Ever
have all matters, both deeds and words, begun and ended with
the verses of the Lord of Majesty, and after His manifestation
nothing shall profit anyone save through His command, even
should one perform the deeds of all in the heavens and earth.
So mighty is His Cause that the Beauty of the All-Merciful
hath counseled all in every leaf of the Bayan, even unto the
Letters of the Living and the reflected Mirrors, lest at the time
of His manifestation they should become occupied with out-
ward leadership or with references that have been sent down,
and remain veiled from Him through Whom all these stations
were created by His word. Beyond this, in the Qayyumu’l-
Asma’, which is designated as the Best of Stories, there hath
been sent down from the heaven of the All-Merciful’s will these
words, exalted be He:

“O Qurratu’l-*‘Ayn! Stretch not forth thy hand in the Cause,
for the people are in drunkenness from the mystery, and verily
unto thee shall be the return after this cycle, by the Most
Great Truth. There reveal thou of the mystery a mystery to
the extent of a needle’s eye upon the greatest Mount, that the
people of Sinai may perish at the dawning place of a drop of
that crimson Light, by God’s leave, the All-Wise. And He is
God, Who hath ever been thy Guardian through truth upon
truth.”

Now the cycle is manifest and the Primal Beauty in another
temple has risen like the sun, radiant and evident. And before
the revelation of the mystery, the people of Tur fell senseless
and were annihilated. Reflect now upon the verse revealed
from the heaven of divine unity’s might, that perchance thou
mayest attain unto a drop from the eternal, imperishable crys-
tal stream. O Kazim! This wondrous Revelation is too great
for anyone to hesitate, for its manifestation is more evident
than the sun and its exaltation more lofty than the visible
heavens. All who are in the heavens and earth are on one
level, save whom thy Lord willeth. Know thou the peerless
Beauty by His own Self, not by likenesses and comparisons, for
He cannot be known except through Himself, nor recognized
through questioning. “Know God through God and through
what proceedeth from Him.” O Kazim! Rend asunder the veils
of idle fancy and desire, enter the most exalted Paradise, and
summon the people, without veil or hindrance, unto the Lord
of Lords.

By Him Who holdeth my soul in His hand! These utterances
have no purpose save the good-pleasure of the All-Glorious,
that perchance mortal souls may enter the eternal Paradise.
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In this ocean naught is found save pure and luminous pearls,
and this Tree beareth none but goodly fruit. Well is it with
them that seek! O Kazim! Close thine eyes to all the worlds
and drink the living waters of divine knowledge from the ce-
lestial youths. Give no ear to the vain imaginings of the mani-
festations of Satan, for in this day the manifestations of Satan
sit in ambush upon the path of divine unity, preventing the
people by every stratagem. Soon shalt thou witness how the
people of the Bayan will turn away from the Manifestation of
the All-Merciful. Thus did my Beloved inform me before the
creation of the heavens and earth, and before the creation of
the worlds. Say: O people of the Bayan! If ye turn away
from these revealed verses and manifest evidences that have
encompassed all creation, by what proof and argument will ye
establish your faith in God’s Messengers? Nay, by Him Who
causeth the Spirit to speak within my breast! Their faith shall
not be proven; rather, their deeds shall come to naught and
their actions shall be rendered void, and they shall return to
the very depths of hellfire.

O Kazim! Rise like a brilliant star from the horizon of the
heaven of guidance and strive, as much as lieth in thy power,
to exalt and elevate the Cause of God. Purify thy heart from
attachment to aught else but Him and enter beneath the shade
of divine glances and the gaze of thy Lord. For in this day,
save His shade, the decree of wilderness prevaileth and is true.
At this time when the breezes of misbelief blow from every
direction and the manifestations of falsehood are visible from
every quarter, such grief hath encompassed me that were it
to be mentioned it would cause sorrow to all beings in all the
worlds. Yet my grief is not for myself, but rather I lament for
the Beauty of the Worshipped One and His manifestation on
the Promised Day. For the people of the Bayan, though but a
short time hath passed since the manifestation of the King of
divine revelation and though they witnessed with their outward
eyes the manner of His appearance, have become veiled as thou
seest. What then will befall that resplendent Beauty? Alas,
alas, for the servants! No Manifestation of beauty hath come
unto them but that they have veiled His comeliness within the
coverings of rancour and hatred; then have they derided Him,
until they pronounced against Him, and were numbered among
the wrongdoers.

I swear by the sovereign Lord Who doeth what He willeth that
the soul who hath not believed and been assured of this celes-
tial Manifestation will not turn to any of the divine Manifesta-
tions and holy Daysprings of His unity. Would that they had
sufficed themselves with turning away and had not pronounced

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

fof o oyde (o 5 58 3L 0jce faslo
s o BE ol Gl s o L b
OUe S 1, b s ol ;u,ut, oLl )
et pllae DB (A5 5 st Olonn
dol o ales sl s § 4o ods
J Bl by e sl e bl
Jal 2l sl & el 253 5 dalee ce
SIE Gl sdaliw Ol ghia 511 0L
2N g Shendl B 15 a2 G
G 510k o) o) K W gl 1

e nm § 620 Olyyb 5 dre ol

PROEST RTIT PE I AN
Y e b Jor 1y sf- ole! JJ;
el e LS)MLBC))‘ gl sl
B O s bl Jlay 5 bLE) L )

@é-‘ ;!

Q\J&;&“&\j\é‘)(ﬂ;ﬁﬁdﬁrb{é\
5l gl 5o ke sy 43 JU
Syl o 33511 o i e 3T 515
e Bl o2y A Old B s oS
u}“JS’u“l‘bf'(‘)J‘{“")> dbj
Ol § gl > Cdolo Sl sl
Slseh 5 O 50 Sl e 3l aS 2
bl Om s 3520 a2l K51 4Gl
5 OIS sl Ol e OT 53 8 eny
S 5 0355 s Sr fim (S5 250 O
285 e 05 o) oseh 5 2sme a4 &,
ﬂuog&\fgﬁww,.w
g s K e Ol Olake b )
oyt odalia sl 2 |y b S
i; G ;,r:m{x\o.\.: ot 2l
Ll 6 5 el 355 35 4 e Il 0T
P Ll by 5 V1 dlm e el
e 1531 01 I & Vyssiel 2 Landl 5 o)

USRI g

ssih Ol S § ¢ hu‘)@owf“; (

e 5l d-bLMJ}ﬂ_} R d\.u:"f
358 ol JUBl aue? o Allae o]
5ol olel G S 8§ CJU
LSl pll ol o el s 15 658

28



Vol. 31: Baha'u’llah, Late Baghdad period (1860-1863)

BH00690

sentence of death against Him, as in these days they were not
content with mere rejection. Would that the illumined eye had
been manifest, that it might have beheld the gates of the par-
adise of inner meanings flung open, and become acquainted
with but a single letter of the hidden divine mysteries. My
oppression hath reached such a pass as to efface the name of
oppression from every oppressed one. Thereupon do weep the
eyes of grandeur behind the pavilions of concealed glory.

Some time ago thy letter reached the hidden abode of the
Sovereign Lord of Names and was grasped by the hand of
might of Him Who ordaineth as He pleaseth. Due to what
was ordained in the heaven of destiny, the reply was delayed,
but through the precedence of thy Lord’s mercy over all exis-
tence, an answer is now sent. Thou must, God willing, exert
thy utmost endeavor in safeguarding the Cause of God. God
forgiveth what is past, and whosoever ariseth today to aid the
Cause of God, the Holy Spirit will descend to assist him. Mar-
vel not at the command of thy Lord, and be not of the doubting
ones. God willing, mayest thou not be deprived of the radiance
of the rising Sun of inner meanings in this spiritual dawn and
divine morn, nor be denied the bounties of the Glorious Cloud.
Thus hath been ordained from the grace of thy Lord, if thou
dost not withhold from thyself the robes of His guidance and
art of those who are firm in the religion of God. Then convey
Our remembrance to those servants who have fulfilled God’s
covenant and acknowledged His sovereignty, and to all those
men and women who are with thee. And praise be to God, the
Mighty, the Glorious, the All-Forgiving.
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To: Sarih Khanum sister of Baha'u’llah

All praise to the unity of God, and all honor to Him, the
sovereign Lord, the incomparable and all-glorious Ruler of the
universe, Who, out of utter nothingness, hath created the re-
ality of all things, Who, from naught, hath brought into be-
ing the most refined and subtle elements of His creation, and
Who, rescuing His creatures from the abasement of remoteness
and the perils of ultimate extinction, hath received them into
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His kingdom of incorruptible glory. Nothing short of His all-
encompassing grace, His all-pervading mercy, could have pos-
sibly achieved it. How could it, otherwise, have been possible
for sheer nothingness to have acquired by itself the worthiness
and capacity to emerge from its state of nonexistence into the
realm of being?

Having created the world and all that liveth and moveth
therein, He, through the direct operation of His unconstrained
and sovereign Will, chose to confer upon man the unique
distinction and capacity to know Him and to love Him -
a capacity that must needs be regarded as the generating
impulse and the primary purpose underlying the whole of
creation, as mentioned in the well-known sacred tradition. He
honored and distinguished man with the robe of honor - “We
have created man in the best of forms” - and with the mantle
of grace and favor - “Blessed be God, the most excellent of
creators”. Upon the inmost reality of each and every created
thing He hath shed the light of one of His names, and made
it a recipient of the glory of one of His attributes. Upon the
reality of man, however, He hath focused the radiance of all
of His names and attributes, and made it a mirror of His own
Self. Alone of all created things man hath been singled out
for so great a favor, so enduring a bounty.

These energies with which the Daystar of Divine bounty and
Source of heavenly guidance hath endowed the reality of man
lie, however, latent within him, even as the flame is hidden
within the candle and the rays of light are potentially present
in the lamp. The radiance of these energies may be obscured
by worldly desires even as the light of the sun can be concealed
beneath the dust and dross which cover the mirror. Neither the
candle nor the lamp can be lighted through their own unaided
efforts, nor can it ever be possible for the mirror to free itself
from its dross. It is clear and evident that until a fire is kindled
the lamp will never be ignited, and unless the dross is blotted
out from the face of the mirror it can never represent the image
of the sun nor reflect its light and glory.

And since there can be no tie of direct intercourse to bind the
one true God with His creation, and no resemblance whatever
can exist between the transient and the Eternal, the contin-
gent and the Absolute, He hath ordained that in every age
and dispensation a pure and stainless Soul be made manifest
in the kingdoms of earth and heaven. Unto this subtle, this
mysterious and ethereal Being He hath assigned a twofold na-
ture: the physical, pertaining to the world of matter, and the
spiritual, which is born of the substance of God Himself. He
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hath, moreover, conferred upon Him a double station. The
first station, which is related to His innermost reality, repre-
senteth Him as One Whose voice is the voice of God Himself.
To this testifieth the tradition: “Manifold and mysterious is
My relationship with God. I am He, Himself, and He is I, My-
self, except that I am that I am, and He is that He is” And
in like manner, the words: “Arise, O Muhammad, for lo, the
Lover and the Beloved are joined together and made one in
Thee.” He similarly saith: “There is no distinction whatsoever
between Thee and Them, except that They are Thy Servants.”
The second station is the human station, exemplified by the
following verses: “I am but a man like you.” “Say, praise be
to my Lord! Am I more than a man, an apostle?” These
Essences of Detachment, these resplendent Realities are the
channels of God’s all-pervasive grace. Led by the light of un-
failing guidance, and invested with supreme sovereignty, They
are commissioned to use the inspiration of Their words, the
effusions of Their infallible grace and the sanctifying breeze of
Their Revelation for the cleansing of every longing heart and
receptive spirit from the dross and dust of earthly cares and
limitations. Then, and only then, will the Trust of God, latent
in the reality of man, emerge, as resplendent as the rising Orb
of Divine Revelation, from behind the veil of concealment, and
implant the ensign of its revealed glory upon the summits of
men’s hearts.

From the foregoing passages and allusions it hath been made
indubitably clear that in the kingdoms of earth and heaven
there must needs be manifested a Being, an Essence Who shall
act as a Manifestation and Vehicle for the transmission of the
grace of the Divinity Itself, the Sovereign Lord of all. Through
the Teachings of this Daystar of Truth every man will advance
and develop until he attaineth the station at which he can
manifest all the potential forces with which his inmost true self
hath been endowed. It is for this very purpose that in every
age and dispensation the Prophets of God and His chosen Ones
have appeared amongst men, and have evinced such power as
is born of God and such might as only the Eternal can reveal.

Can one of sane mind ever seriously imagine that, in view of
certain words the meaning of which he cannot comprehend,
the portal of God’s infinite guidance can ever be closed in the
face of men? Can he ever conceive for these Divine Lumi-
naries, these resplendent Lights either a beginning or an end?
What outpouring flood can compare with the stream of His all-
embracing grace, and what blessing can excel the evidences of
so great and pervasive a mercy? There can be no doubt what-
ever that if for one moment the tide of His mercy and grace
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were to be withheld from the world, it would completely perish.
For this reason, from the beginning that hath no beginning the
portals of Divine mercy have been flung open to the face of all
created things, and the clouds of Truth will continue to the
end that hath no end to rain on the soil of human capacity,
reality and personality their favors and bounties. Such hath
been God’s method continued from everlasting to everlasting.

However, after the appearance of these holy Countenances in
the world of manifestation and witness, some souls and people
become afflicted with the darkness of ignorance - the fruit of
their own deeds - while others become occupied with passing
vanities. And since that hidden Beauty calls all people to com-
plete detachment and sacrifice, they therefore turn away and
stretch forth their hands in harm and injury.

And since these Monarchs of existence, in the world of the spir-
its, accepted with utmost desire and yearning all tribulations
in God’s path, they therefore deliver themselves into the hands
of their enemies, such that whatever harm and injury they can
inflict upon the bodies, limbs and members of these sanctified
Essences in the realm of earth and witness, they carry out.
And since the believers and loved ones are like the branches
and leaves of this blessed Tree, whatever befalls the root of the
Tree must surely befall its branches, twigs and leaves.

This is why in all ages such tribulations and afflictions have
been and will be the portion of the lovers of the All-Glorious
Beauty. There has never been a time when these Manifesta-
tions of Divine Unity appeared in the earthly realm without
such tribulations, afflictions and ordeals. Though outwardly
imprisoned and the victims and outcasts of the land, yet in-
wardly they are the recipients of God’s hidden favors. And
though they are deprived of physical comfort and bodily plea-
sures, yet they partake of spiritual comfort and the delights of
the fruits of inner meaning and the holy celestial yields.

Were people to observe with the eye of insight, it would become
evident that these trials and tribulations, these hardships and
calamities, which have descended upon the sincere ones and the
believers, are the essence of comfort and the reality of bounty,
while this comfort and glory of those who have turned away
from the truth is itself affliction, torment and hardship. For
the consequence and fruit of these tribulations is the supreme
comfort and the cause of attaining the highest horizon, while
the recompense and effect of this comfort is great hardship and
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affliction, and the cause of descent to the nethermost depths.
Therefore, at no time should one be saddened by the descent of
trials and tribulations, nor should one be sorrowful and grief-
stricken by the manifestation of ordained events and calamities.
Rather, one must hold fast to the firm handle of patience and
cleave to the strong cord of forbearance, for the Lord hath
ordained a measure and reckoning for the reward of every good
deed except patience, concerning which He saith: “Verily, the
patient will be paid their recompense without measure.”

I remember and long for Aqa Mirza Ismail with the utmost
yearning and attachment. God willing, may you ever abide
secure and at rest beneath the shadow of God’s grace.
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Lawh-i Shati’v’l-Baqa (Tablet of the Shore of Eternity)

In the Name of our Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted!
This is the Shore of Immortality - hearken thou unto that which
is revealed from the Most Sublime Retreat. Verily, there is
none other God but Him. He hath created all contingent beings
through His pre-existent knowledge of what was and what shall
be, and taught them the ways of righteousness by sending unto
them the Messengers of the Cause with a mighty revealed Book
wherein He ordained holy laws and determined the destinies of
all who dwell in the heavens and on earth according to a fixed
measure.

Among them was Moses, whom He sent with the truth, with
nine clear signs, to herald unto the people a station of glorious
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dignity. He returned with his kindred until he entered the
wilderness of Sinai, where he heard the call from the Most
Sublime Retreat: “O Moses! Cast off the two sandals of desire,
then walk upon the holy, beloved carpet. This is the Land
of Immortality, the Valley of Paradise near Iraq, wherein that
which was kindled from the Tree of God, the Almighty, the Self-
Subsisting, was blessed.” And he called the people unto God,
the Most High, and drew them nigh unto the Shore whereat
melted the hearts of those who dwelt in the pavilions of eternity
in the blessed spot, entering therein by God’s leave.

When Moses cast off the sandals of allusion and detached him-
self unto God, then did God call unto him from the holy Tree
amidst the flames of fire: “O Moses! Verily, I am God, thy
Lord and the Lord of thy fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-
cob.” “Cast down thy staff!” He cast it down and lo! by God’s
command it became a serpent that sought to devour all in the
heavens and earth. Thus was it decreed for him in holy Paran,
that perchance the people might be mindful in the days of their
Lord. Then did the Hand of Power emerge from the Bosom of
Knowledge, whereupon the light shone forth and illumined all
who dwell in the dominion of command and creation, would ye
but understand.

“Go forth, O Moses, with My proof unto Pharaoh and his
chiefs, remind them of the lights of divine unity, and give them
glad tidings of the paradise of immortality, that they may in-
cline toward the direction of the Throne. Say: This is My path,
walk ye therein, O ye who stand still!” When he came unto
Pharaoh, he said: “I am God’s Messenger, I have come to you
from the cities of immortality with the tidings of the Spirit,
would ye but perceive.” Pharaoh said: “O Moses! Who is thy
Lord?” He replied: “He Who created the heavens and earth,
and brought you forth from a handful of aged clay” Pharaoh
turned to his chiefs and said: “Verily, the messenger sent unto
you is surely mad, and he desireth naught but to cause cor-
ruption in the land and to scatter you asunder, would ye but
know.” They denied God’s signs and turned away from them
until the flood overtook them, and they were drowned.

5 And among them was Jesus, whom God strengthened with
the Spirit and sent with the truth. He said: “O people! Fear
God and follow not the ways of those who transgressed against
God, and walk not in the paths of those who are oppressors.
O people! Follow him who calleth you unto God and asketh
no recompense or thanks from you. O people! Believe in God
and associate not anything with Him, this is better for you,
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would ye but know.” They said: “We will not follow one who
knoweth not God” - these were the lies that issued from their
mouths, would ye but understand. They denied him without
right and desired to slay him; then did he depart from them
and migrate unto God, as ye read in the Book. His days were
fulfilled until Muhammad, the Messenger of God, came with
beloved signs.

i Say: “O people! Fear God and follow not those who disbelieved

and associated partners with God, and took idols as protectors
besides God, would ye but know. O people! I am but a bearer
of glad tidings of God’s good-pleasure unto you, that I might
bring you nigh unto Him. O people of the earth, fear ye God!
O people! Recognize the worth of these days and answer God’s
Caller amongst you, divide not the signs, and enter beneath
the shadow of the Divine Countenance.” But his people denied
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Thus do We relate unto thee from the true stories that thou
mayest be steadfast in thy love for thy Lord and firm in the
religion of God, the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.

His days were fulfilled until ‘Ali before Muhammad came,
whereupon all who were on earth arose and disputed with
him without right, and warred against him such that they
visited upon him and his companions that which they could
not bear to hear. Thus know thou those who were aforetime
and those who today persist in oppression. The curse of God
be upon the curse of God be upon those who did wrong and
upon those who wrong on that day. The Spirit, the Light,
and Glory be upon thee and upon those who at all times place
their trust in their Lord.

Then glorify thou the countenances of those women who are
with thee and convey unto them the glad tidings of God, the
Mighty, the Holy.
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In the Name of our Lord, the Most Exalted

This is a Book which speaketh with truth, and therein is that
which sufficeth them that have believed in God, the Help in
Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

O handmaiden of God! Thy letter hath come before Us, and
therein was inscribed that which betokeneth thy love. Know
thou that on the Day of Resurrection all things shall bear wit-
ness for their possessor, that thereby thy heart and the hearts
of them that dwell upon the shore of nearness may be assured,
and hear the melodies of Paradise, and be at all times drawn
unto them.

Verily, they who have rejoiced in the glad-tidings of the Spirit
in the days of God, these are they who swim in the depths
of the remembrance of God, who remember God with their
hearts, who worship God with their limbs, and who unite with
God in their inmost hearts, such that the gems of divine unity
are manifest in their deeds. These are of the hosts of God - are
not the hosts of God indeed the triumphant ones? They aid
God at all times through their works and deeds and through
all that proceedeth from them, could ye but perceive with the
eye of God the mysteries of divine assistance.

And thou, O handmaiden of God, give thanks unto thy Creator
for that which He hath bestowed upon thee in truth and hath
clothed thee with the raiment of holiness whereby the dwellers
of the pavilions of eternity recognize thee and point to thee
with their fingers in the chambers of hidden glory, and perceive
from thee the fragrance of faith even as people perceive the fra-
grance of perfume. Therefore strive thou to remain steadfast
in thy love for thy Lord, and guard thyself lest Satan strip the
raiment of holiness from thy temple and thou be left naked be-
fore the concourse of Paradise when all eyes are turned toward
thee. Be thou steadfast in the Cause of God and turn not to
anyone even should all who are on earth prevent thee.

Say: Glory be to God above that which ye utter! By God!
Were the veils of earthly limitations to be removed from the
face of thy heart, thou wouldst be struck down in that very
moment by that which would seize thee with the raptures of
yearning from every direction, such that thou wouldst find thy-
self in a station wherefrom are cut off the hearts of them that
dwell within the tabernacles of glory.

Therefore say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! Thou art He Who
hath honored me through Thy bounty which hath preceded all
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created things, and hath given me through Thy generosity that
which no soul among all existing things knoweth, inasmuch as
Thou hast caused me to know Thy most exalted Self and the
Manifestation of Thy most beautiful Names in Thy Name, the
Most Exalted, and hast established me upon a path where-
from have slipped the feet of them who throughout their lives
have bowed down in worship. Therefore, O my God, since
Thou hast gathered me together through Thy Name, the Self-
Subsisting, and hast raised me from the dust of the graves, and
hast caused me to arise for the love of Thee, and hast made
me taste the sweetness of Thy affection, I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou hast unveiled the mysteries from
the faces of the righteous, that Thou make me steadfast in Thy
love and grant me Thy presence and honor me with the visit of
Thy Beauty. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest, and Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved. Moreover, es-
tablish me, O my God, in the presence of them that are nigh
unto Thee in the latter Resurrection, at the time when the Sun
of Oneness shall shine forth from a Beauty wondrous to behold,
for this is my hope in Thee and my trust from Thee, and verily
Thou art the Bestower, the Most High, the Holy One.

s He is the Most High. Praise be to God that thou hast attained
to the supreme honor and been adorned with the mighty gift.
Therefore, while time remaineth and the holy nightingale war-
bleth upon the mystic branch, strive that, God willing, ye may
be sustained and refreshed by the pure wine and goodly fruits.
Never allow sorrow to overtake you, for the world is a transient
abode and for a transient thing sorrow and anxiety and grief
are not befitting. Bind thy heart to the eternal Beauty that
thou mayest enter the realm of eternity. Learn this Tablet well
and recite it, especially from the beginning of the prayer.
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To: Ali

He is the Most Exalted

O ‘Ali! We have loved thee before this, and thy heart and thy
soul and thy spirit bear witness to this, and beyond these the
angels of Paradise bear witness, and beyond these the dwellers
of the holy pavilions bear witness, and beyond these the An-
cient Beauty beareth witness, ere His appearance upon the
Tablet through the mysteries of the Pen, and ere non-existence
assumed the garment of being, and all things with every tongue
in this utterance do bear witness. Therefore know thou thy
worth and thy station, and be thou in the Cause of thy Lord
as a blazing fire, that through thee may be consumed the hearts
of those who in their own selves accept not God, to such extent
that shouldst thou witness with thine eyes one who opposeth
God’s command, pluck out thine eyes from their sockets and
care not about this, that thou mayest be numbered among
those who with their whole being turn unto God.

Guard thou thyself and those whom We have entrusted to
thy house and placed their reins in thy grasp, and then
those women who dwell round about thee. Command them
on Our behalf to veil their faces from those in whom ye
perceive heedlessness of God, the Help in Peril, the Mighty,
the Self-Subsisting. Ye see that they are aflame with the
fire of self. Thus have ye been commanded in truth - act ye
according to what ye are bidden.

Say: Those who turn away from the Beauty of Holiness and
accept aught else, these have lost both this world and the next,
and all their deeds are in vain, except for those who have re-
pented and returned - these are the companions of Paradise
and shall enter into God’s mercy.

Say: O people! Are ye content with this vain life while turn-
ing away from the dominion of immortality in the presence of
Beauty? Say: Let not your deeds deceive you, and trust not
in your actions, but trust in Him Who through His grace gave
you life from the water that flowed from the Pen of holy con-
cealment, and trust not in yourselves but in God, the Mighty,
the Beloved.

i Say: O people! God will test you with a river - whoso draweth

nigh unto it is not of the truth, and whoso turneth away from
it is verily of the people of eternity, and this is a promise that
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shall in truth be fulfilled. There shall appear in this land the
manifestation of the letter D, who shall call the people unto
Satan, and this is a matter that hath been irrevocably decreed
in the Mother Book, and God shall test you thereby that He
may distinguish who is rejected from the truth.

Then remind from thyself and from Us thy rib and her sisters
and their mothers, and guard them with a beauteous veil.
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To: Zaman, in Qazvin
He is the Almighty, the Incomparable &.AJ\ 2 e

In the darkness of the earth, after the turning away of souls, He
was witnessed like the sun from the horizon of the spirit in the
holy dawning-place of truth. Hear what the nightingale of eter-
nity warbles and how it soars in this atmosphere, that the fire
may be kindled in thy breast and draw thee to a station which
was hidden from all eyes and no one’s hands could reach, and
no soul hath ascended to its heaven. The people of Paradise
were intoxicated by what they drank from the ocean of His
Name, and He was renowned in the pavilion of glory through
the spirit in the realm of oneness before the appearance of the
letter Ha.

At every moment He calleth from the throne of eternity unto
the peoples of earth and heaven: “Believe in God, the Most
High, and despair not of the spirit of eternity in the Most High
of eternity, that ye may be mentioned in glory before Beauty
in the holy Ridvan.”

Say: O people, fear God and be afraid of the Manifestations
of His Self, and oppose not those in whom ye find not knowl-
edge, for they were established in truth upon the throne of
the unseen. Follow not those from whom ye detect the odor
of hypocrisy and who were recorded on the tablet of the Com-
mand by the Pen of Wisdom as being among the people of
discord.

Say: O people, believe in God, then follow Him Who guideth
you to the fire which was kindled from the heart, that ye may
turn unto it and be enkindled from its blazing and circle round
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about it, that it may burn away the veils from you and make
you to be raised up as salamanders of fire in the sphere of
fire through love. This is what the Dove of Fire counseleth
you from the wisdom of mysteries, lest ye be disturbed by the
gloating of the wicked and rejoice in the joy which was sent
down from the heaven of victory.

Say: This is a servant of God Who calleth you to a path which
was extended in the heaven of the heart. He asketh you no
reward, for His reward was decreed by God. All who are in the
heavens and earth profit Him not, even were all in the kingdoms
of power to bow down before Him. Say: He is the One Who
sacrificeth His spirit at every moment, and trials descend upon
Him from all directions, yet He standeth by Himself before His
enemies like the sun fixed at the pole of heaven. And light be
upon the detached ones who were inscribed in the Tablet.
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He is »

Since thou hast heard the sweet Hijazi melodies from the Iraqi
Countenance, now hearken to the spiritual Shahnaz strains
from the divine Falcon, that thou mayest perceive novel songs
of faithfulness from the eternal lute and harp, and hear the
melody of the divine pipe from the strike of the divine Unity,
and step into the lane of the Beloved with all thy heart and soul,
until thou becomest all spirit and fliest without wings, and
art intoxicated without wine, and speakest eloquently without
tongue, and attainest the stations of attraction, longing, ec-
stasy and taste, until thou forgettest sorrow and drinkest from
the ocean of joy.

God said to Moses from the decree of the heart: “O chosen

one, I love thee!”

But effort is needed until thou emigratest from the realm of self
and desire and soarest to the sacred precincts of holiness and
becomest intimate with the sanctuary of the soul and findest
the way to the heart of the Friend. How sweet is this utterance
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and how excellent must be the deed! If thou hearkenest to
the counsel of the Friend and journeyest in the paths of His
good-pleasure - keep far from thyself and draw near to thy
Lord; cast away what thy self desireth and seek what thy Lord
willeth; forget all else and remember His light. Drink from the
wine of love and close thine eyes to the world, for whatever
thou seest will perish and pass away in an instant, while that
which is with God remaineth and perisheth not, and endureth
and fadeth not away. Know the value of these days, for union
is not always possible. The nightingale singeth only in spring
and crieth not until it seeth the rose. The time cometh when
the divine nightingale ceaseth from mentioning meanings and
taketh flight to the spiritual branch and settleth in the divine
invisible rose gardens.

Hearken with the ear of the soul and accept with all thy heart.
Though it was delivered in Persian melody, yet the Hijazi
strain is concealed within it and divine mysteries are treasured
therein. And the light be upon thee and upon those who are
with thee.
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To: Rida

He is the King, the Most Holy

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is a day among Thy days
and an hour from the hours of Thy holiness, which Thou hast
specially chosen for Thyself and attributed to Thy presence.
Thou hast exalted it for the perpetuation of Thy name and
manifestation of Thy sovereignty, and made it the dayspring
of all days through what Thou hast showered upon it from
the revelations of the throne of Thy grandeur and the signs of
the glory of Thy grace. Thou hast gathered it at this time in
the most excellent form within this ancient Temple, that all
who are in the heavens and earth might be gathered within
and through it, that all might stand to account before Thy
Self, without any soul becoming aware or counting it or com-
prehending it, that all the blessings might be perfected therein
from the blessings of Thy holy oneness and the bounties of the
glory of Thy lordship, that it might tell of the creation of all
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things on the day of meeting with Thee and the appearance of
Thy days and the rising of the sun of Thy beauty.

And at the mention of that supreme honor and mighty gift and
the attractions of yearning for Thee and the dominions of Thy
love and the passions of longing for Thee, I heard the call of
one of Thy servants who believed in Thee and Thy verses, who
turned away from all existing things and advanced toward the
countenance of Thy beauty, who hastened from all directions
to the place of Thy settling, until he stood at Thy door and
arose at the dawning of the lights of Thy eternal holiness from
the horizon of the heaven of Thy oneness and the dayspring of
the dawn of Thy eternality. He desired to ascend to the canopy
of union with and meeting with Thee, and to abide in the seats
of nearness to and proximity with Thee.

Therefore, O my God, cause the dove of yearning for Thee to
soar in his heart, then cause to flow from his inner heart the
seas of Thy love, and from his tongue the wonders of Thy re-
membrance, and from his spirit the jewels of Thy praise. Then
accept him, O my God, that he might be able to preserve in the
hidden recesses of his secret this white light and this most hid-
den treasure, that he might be with Thy servant in the highest
horizon and the most glorious companion.

5 Verily Thou art at this time in the sanctuary of eternity and
dost witness this crimson spirit and hear this sweetest melody
at the pole of identity, the center of the cloud of unknowing.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
verily Thou art the most exalted, the powerful, the mighty,
the self-subsisting.
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To: Aga Mirza Hasan

O Mirza Hasan! He is the Mighty, the Beautiful!

Much time has passed and covenants have been fulfilled, yet no
bird has taken flight from that direction nor brought any news
to the friends. Perhaps the islands of the pen have reverted to
nothingness and the sea of ink has run dry, for the pen has not
joined with any inscription nor has any tablet been adorned
with writing. If spiritual friends have gathered in the divine
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tree, why do they not cry out from their souls? And if true
lovers are drawn to their original homeland, why do they not
send their spirits to the city of the Beloved? The eye of love
remained expectant and the ear of seeking was deprived. These

days mark the end of union and the beginning of separation.

The holy peacock’s song comes to an end and it resolves to
return to the divine Lote-Tree. Many are the enraptured lovers
who remain separated from the Beloved and sacrifice their lives
in the deserts of separation and deprivation. The wine of union
is not always flowing, nor is the nightingale of beauty always
singing. A time comes when the nightingale of faithfulness
falls silent and flies to the furthermost Tree, there to whisper
wordlessly with the Friend. Therefore, O my dear one, take
a step and pass beyond place, for until you drink from the
fountain of “returning,” you will not stand upon the throne of
“we belong to God.” The sea of love is surging and this servant
has now drunk the wine of eternity, and the pen has taken
from his hand the reins of pause - whatever it wishes, it pours
forth upon the page. But the wine of contingent existence is
not worthy of this intoxication, and the realm of placelessness
cannot contain this being. Therefore you must choose solitude
and occupy yourself with silence.
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He is the Most Exalted, the Most Great

This is the sacred spot, so hearken to what is revealed unto thee
from the Fire of God, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Forget
thyself, then commune with My Self - this verily is a wondrous
and beloved command.

Then detach thyself from thy desires and hold fast to the
cord of God, the Ever-Present, the Powerful, the Almighty,
the Mighty, the Most Holy. This indeed is what will deliver
thee from the fire of remoteness and draw thee nigh unto the
paradise of nearness and bring thee to the Lote-Tree of exalted
glory. Thus do We inspire thee with the mysteries of the Spirit
that thou mayest remind the people in the days of thy Lord,
that haply they may enter the shore of oneness and then enter
the presence of their Lord’s mercy.

Say: O people! Arise from the couches of heedlessness, then
walk in the pathways of holiness and be not of those who are
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not guided by the signs of God. Forsake the vain life and
its ornaments and embellishments, then seek what hath been
ordained for you in the preserved tablets of holiness. The king-
dom and all that ye imagine shall pass away, and sovereignty
shall remain with God, the Almighty, the All-Compelling, the
All-Praised. O people! This is the lamp of God - extinguish it
not with your desires, nor touch it with the evil of your souls,
that perchance your misdeeds may be forgiven you on the Day
whereon the false ones shall be in loss. O people! This is the
Cause of God - cast it not behind your backs if ye be aware. O
people! This is the path of God in the heavens and on earth -
place your trust in it, then pass ye thereon.

All this is My counsel unto thee and unto those who have be-
lieved in God, the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting. There-
fore take thou the counsel wherewith We have counseled thee
in truth, that thou mayest be of those who soar in the atmo-
sphere of holiness. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those
who hear the holy melodies.
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To: Habib

~ He is the Mighty One in the Noontide of Lights, who hath
indeed risen!

O beloved! There hath come before Us a letter from thee, and
We have answered thee with a reply that shall bring gladness
to the eyes of those who have turned unto God and then unto
the sanctuary of nearness do turn, who hear the melodies of
Paradise and gaze upon the countenance of Beauty. These are
they who have mounted the cloud of love and speed through
the atmosphere of the spirit. These are they for whom the
word of immortality hath been fulfilled, and who abide forever
in the heaven of holiness. They pay no heed to aught else but
hasten to do good deeds and walk the paths of truth. When
questioned about anything they close their eyes as though they
had not heard, for they dwell in the pavilion of detachment.
Thus do We impart unto thee from the mysteries of the Cause,
that thou mayest be of them who drink from the ocean of
knowledge. Say: O people! This servant of God calleth you
only unto Him and guideth you to the path which hath been
raised up in truth, and teacheth you the ways of piety in that
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which ye know not, and giveth you glad tidings of Him Who
shall come after and of Him Whom God shall make manifest,
that ye may attain unto every grace. O people! Deal not with
him as those dealt with them who were guided by the light of
God in the unseen and who drink from the breast of beauty.
Say: O people! Fear ye God in His days, and harm Him not
through your imaginings, and take no counsel regarding His
Cause. Open your eyes and purify your souls that ye may
be sustained by His presence. Say: Thus doth this servant
counsel you and inspire you with tidings from the unseen, if ye
but knew.
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He is God, the Most Supreme, the All-Glorious!

The Morn of eternity hath dawned, and the Dayspring of guid-
ance hath shone forth. Rejoice then, O people of guidance! Re-
member God, O companions of piety! Will ye remain seated
in your places, O beloved ones, turning not your gaze, and
directing not your steps toward the fields of love? We shall
be content with this if ye are content. Hearken, then, to that
which the Nightingale of joy singeth from the melodies of the
Dove of Revelation, that which remindeth you of God, the
Almighty, the Glorious, the All-Forgiving.

Know ye that your Lord God endureth and vanisheth not, and
He hath never forgotten you nor will He ever forget any one of
you. He hath informed you of all that hath befallen you and
all that hath been ordained. “We shall surely try you with
something of fear and hunger, and loss of wealth and lives and
fruits.” Read ye this blessed verse that ye may discover the mys-
teries of God that have been sent down, that ye may not grieve
over that which hath befallen you, nor despair of the Spirit of
God in that which hath touched you. Put your trust in Him
in your inmost hearts, then remember Him with your tongues,
and turn to Him with your hearts. Let not trials prevent you
from His love, nor afflictions bar you from His nearness, for all
this shall pass away before your eyes can turn back to you, and
sovereignty remaineth with God, the Almighty, the Glorious,
the Compelling.

I end these words with that which the nightingale of Hijaz sang
in the mode of Iraq, that ye may increase in love and yearning
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and longing, and that ye may be patient under that which hath
befallen you from the arrows of hypocrisy:

5 If the arrow of tribulation cometh, lo, here are hearts as its
target; And if He bestoweth the pearl of grace, lo, here are
hearts as its shell.
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Firdaws al-Baqa’
To: Husayn Nahri (Mahbubush-Shuhada)

O Husayn! He is God! This is the Paradise of eternity - We
have opened its gates unto all who are in the heavens and on
earth. Hasten thereunto, O ye who are sincere, and turn not
back upon your heels. Put your trust in God, then advance
toward it if ye walk in God’s guidance.

This is a City which God hath manifested through His power.
Say: Journey therein if ye gaze upon the countenance of God.

Say: O people of earth, aid God, your Lord, with the swords of

your hearts, with whatsoever power ye possess in the kingdom.

Say: This is one of God’s signs which We have made a token of

My servitude unto Him, if ye behold with the eye of the spirit.

Say: I have no authority save by God’s leave, and this is of His
leave which hath been sent down in truth, though the people
lie dead in the beds of their vain desires.

Say: Enter ye the Most Great House of God and remember
Him in spirit as ye fall prostrate upon your faces. Fear ye
nothing - open your eyes and follow not those who have taken
their vain imaginings for their god and who cleave fast unto
them. Bear ye witness to the truth with justice, then gaze

upon the countenance of Beauty if ye run in the valley of love.

Say: Seek ye forgiveness for what ye have thought concerning
Him Who was among you but as one like yourselves. Though
ye traverse the earth, ye shall find none like unto Him - and
God is witness to this. This is a proof of truth, if ye but
understand.
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He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing ﬁu\ a4 e

These are verses of the Book sent down in truth through the
tongue of a wondrous Explainer. Therein is decreed from
among the traditions of the ancients, for in it is mentioned
that which changes nearness into distant separation, whereat
the denizens of Paradise lament, the eyes of the unseen weep,
the Cock of the Throne crieth out, and the Dove of the Cause
waileth in the holy and glorious Ridvan. Say: In this are signs
for those who remember. And in it is wisdom which none
knoweth save God, Lord of all worlds.

God shall soon manifest His Cause with truth, exalt His proof,
and aid His servants who are numbered among the emigrants.
Say: Be patient, O company of the wretched ones, for God
shall soon validate His Cause and establish His Word, and
speak forth in truth, “Verily I am God, there is none other
God but Me, the Most Merciful, the Compassionate.”

Thus do We teach you the paths of knowledge, and cast upon
you the verses of the Spirit, and guide you to the ways of
certitude. And thou, O handmaiden of God, give thanks unto
thy Lord and place thy trust in all matters, and be not of those
who despair. Then know that God is powerful over all things -
He doeth whatsoever He willeth and verily He hath power over
all things.

Those who disbelieved shall come to know all that they ne-
glected regarding God, the Most High, the Most Great. And
the Spirit be upon thee and upon those women who remember
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To: Aga Muhammad Mihdi, in Qazvin

He is the Powerful, the Mighty, the Luminous ) )yl g

Glorified be He Who, in less than a moment of the day, caused
His servant to journey to a station that was hidden from all
the worlds, and in even less time guided him from behind the
veils until he reached the luminous highest heaven of nearness.
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Then from that station He raised him up through a Spirit from
the unseen to the pavilion of the Divine Essence, unto which
the hearts of the mystics cannot soar, and showed him the
creation of all things, and inspired him with mysteries whereof
not a single letter could all created things together comprehend.
And after that He elevated him to a place whereof no word can
speak and whereunto the minds of them that are nigh unto
God cannot ascend. And thereby were constricted the breasts
of those who disbelieved in God and dwelt behind a mighty
veil of self, and they bit their fingertips in rage. Say: Die in
your rage! This is the decree of God and there is no averting it.
We have inscribed this judgment on a noble tablet. And thou,
O servant, give thanks unto God for what He hath bestowed
upon thee and cast upon thee from the mysteries of manifest
glory, that thou mayest thank God at all times and turn not
unto anyone, even should all who are in the heavens and earth
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oppose thee. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon whoso Vor g 4 S
is guided by God’s guidance and dwelleth in the shadow of a YMM.412
mighty countenance.

BHO05439

To: Ali

He is the Mighty 2 e

Glorified be He Who sendeth down the verses in truth unto
people who comprehend, for verily it is a revelation from God,
the Protector, the Self-Subsisting.

Say: The hosts of the Cause have mounted forth with such
majesty as hath bewildered the hearts of those who bore the
throne of God, the Exalted, the Most High, the Kind. There-
upon did the Bird of Oneness cry out in the heaven of eternity:
“By God! Never have the eyes of the dwellers of the pavilion
of the divine cloud beheld the like of these who have detached
themselves unto God and migrated from all directions toward
the countenance of God, the Mighty, the Beloved.”

Then did the Maiden of the Cause emerge from her palace,
and the maidens of paradise cried out in lamentation, if ye
but knew. And she said: “By God! After these who have
left their homes, affliction shall descend due to that which the
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hands of the oppressors have wrought aforetime and continue
to perpetrate.”

Say: O concourse of the idolaters! Die in your wrath! Verily
God will exalt His Cause through truth and aid His servants
who were oppressed in the earth and who placed their trust
in their Lord. So await the day when the sky shall come with
crimson light, and the Maiden of Infallibility shall appear from
the horizon of eternity, and the believers shall then rejoice in
the gladness of God.

Thus do We bestow upon the people of the divine cloud the
heavenly table, and We cast upon you that which shall make
you independent of those who are not guided by the signs of
God. And the Spirit be upon you and upon those who, when
they hear the verses of God, fall unconscious from their yearn-
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This is an epistle from a penitent servant to him who hath
attained the lights of guidance on the Day when the Sun shone
forth from a holy and luminous horizon, who hath detached
himself from his own self and migrated unto God, until he
entered the Sacred Spot on a mighty holy shore and heard the
call of God from the Tree of Paradise, and drank from the
chalices of immortality from a noble Youth. Therefore, know
thou thy station and what God hath ordained for thee, in that
He hath delivered thee from the prison of desire and honored
thee with His presence on the Day whereon the dwellers of the
heavens and earth were thunderstruck. Say: O people! If ye
believed in God before, how is it that ye believe not in Him
around Whom circle the angels of the highest heaven? Say:
Did ye not yearn for Him in the nights and at dawn? Yet
when He came unto you with clear signs, ye turned away from
His beauty. Therefore, fear ye God and the Manifestations
of His justice, then walk ye in the holy path, for it is indeed
a path exalted and knowing. Thus do We sprinkle upon all
created things from the waves of the ocean of wisdom, that
they may enter a mighty and secure path. Whoso willeth, let
him believe in the signs of God, and whoso willeth, let him turn
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BHO06499

He is the Mighty, the All-Wise

These are the verses of immortality wherein are contained the
mysteries of God, the Protector, the Mighty, the All-Knowing.
Therein is mentioned that which gives glad tidings unto men of
the meeting with their Lord on the Day when all who are in the
realm of being shall be gathered together. Then will the Her-
ald of the Spirit call out from the Throne of Immortality, and
the Dove of Holiness will warble from a near station, and the
Cock of the Throne will crow, and the Peacock of Oneness will
appear adorned with a wondrous glory. Thereupon all who are
in the heavens shall swoon from fear of the Command, and all
who are on earth shall be shaken, except such as have detached
themselves unto God and were of those who are well-assured
in His Cause. These are they through the light of whose coun-
tenances are illumined the dwellers of the holy realm and then
the angels brought near. Thus do We remind thee of mysteries
that were hidden behind the veils of destiny, that thou mayest
be of them that remember, and that the tribulations of the
world may not grieve thee and thou mayest be in the Paradise
among them that rejoice. Thus do We bestow Our favor upon
thee in that We have mentioned thee in truth in a preserved
holy Tablet, that thou mayest thank God thy Creator in thy
heart and remember Him at all times and say: All praise be
to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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BH06622

To: Nabil Samandar

He is God! Glorified then be He Who hath sent down the verses
in truth, and unto Him do all who are in the heavens and on
earth render praise. His is the Command and the Creation. He
giveth life and causeth death, and in His hand is the Kingdom
of all things. Verily He was established upon the holy carpet
on the throne of the Spirit, and there is no God but Him. He
bestoweth sovereignty upon whomsoever He willeth among His
creation, and He ordereth the affairs of all things in the Book,
and He detaileth the verses in truth, and verily He was mighty
over the Command in the heights of eternity.

2 Say: Those who have disbelieved after having believed, and in
whose breasts hath appeared rancor against the servant of God
- these shall have no portion in this cup, and We shall return
them to an abode which was renowned among the ungodly.

Say: We have veiled Our Cause in the heaven of mystery, and
We have witnessed no one upon whom We might cast down
verses which were sent down from the holy breezes. And when
those who walk in the paths of their own selves hear, they
place their fingers in their ears lest they hear the melodies of
Paradise from the strain of Him Who was concealed behind
holy veils.
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BHO07508

To: Karim

He is God

O Karim! We sent thee aforetime a gracious letter wherein
was ordained every matter in detail from the presence of One
mighty and wise. We honored thee therein and made mention
of thee in most excellent and clear remembrance. Say: O peo-
ple! Fear ye God and create not mischief in the land, and be
not of the heedless ones. Walk ye upon the earth with the
dignity and tranquility that come from God. Say: Thus doth
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the Youth deliver unto you the word of truth from One mighty
and luminous. Grieve not over that which hath befallen you,
and put your trust in God. Thus do We make mention of holy
matters upon mighty and impregnable tablets. Say: Verily the
lamp hath been lit in its niche and verily the fire hath appeared
from the Tree, and giveth you glad tidings of the meeting with
God - hasten ye in your hearts and be not of the patient ones.
Then convey Our greetings unto those women who are with
thee, and make mention of them with gracious remembrance.
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To: Harful-Kaf in Sad, in Isfahan

The Letter Kaf in Sad is the Mighty One. Your letter hath
come before Us and We have read it in the pavilion of holiness
among the Concourse on high, and thereby hath God forgiven
all that thy hands have wrought, that thou mayest be num-
bered among them that are steadfast. And We have answered
thee with this holy, transcendent and luminous Tablet, that
thou mayest be well-pleased with God, thy Lord, and remem-
ber Him with a refined heart. When thou hearest that the
breezes of holiness have returned to the paradise of nearness,
grieve not, but be patient within thyself, for the ultimate vic-
tory belongeth to the patient ones. The Cause of God shall be
made manifest in truth, and thereupon shall the hearts of the
hypocrites be troubled. Say: O company of the hateful ones!
Rejoice not in what hath befallen the Bird, for God shall turn
your joy to grief and your pleasure to sorrow. Thus hath it
been inscribed upon the preserved tablets of holiness. And the
Spirit be upon thee and upon those who have found rest in the
seat of a mighty name.
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To: Fatimih Khanum

My sister Fatimih
He is God

Take up the exalted Pen, O Servant, move it on the snow-white
tablet and call to remembrance Thy sister, Fatimih, that the
bounty upon her and upon all who dwell on earth may be
complete.

O My Fatimih! We have verily sent thee this garment from
this Announcer of good news that thou mayest inhale there-
from the fragrances of holiness and be recorded in the Mother
Book by the Manifestation of Attributes. Rejoice thou for see-
ing Paradise in the days of God, soar towards the magnificent
abode mentioned in the Tablet, then recognize the blessings
that God hath vouchsafed to thee. He hath singled thee out
from amongst most handmaids for His favour, and He hath
caused thy name to be mentioned with sanctity in the mighty
Tablets. Verily, He is the True One. No God is there but Him.
He bestoweth dominion on whosoever He desireth, and the de-
cree hath been firmly established in the foundation of destiny
from the Dawning-place of Command. May the light of God
shine upon thy face and upon those who are in thy company.

LTDT.281-282

BH10335

To: Husayn (Harful-Hubb), in Kaf

And when God sealed Prophethood with His Beloved, He
promised His servants that they would meet Him on the Day
of Resurrection, as ye read in the Book, insomuch that We
have not recorded in the Book any matter greater than this.
And when the promise came to pass and the days were fulfilled
and the matter was decided and the Spirit sang and the Dove
called out and God came in the shadows of light, with angels
surrounding Him mounted upon flashes of light...
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To: Husayn Nahri (Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

Husayn in Sad SLall & il

He is the Mighty, the Exalted, the Ever-Living, the Beautiful

The remembrance of God in the Tree of Paradise upon the
shore of eternity, upon the branches of the cloud at the right
hand of the Spirit in the sacred valley of the Mount of Beauty.
O people of Baha, hearken unto Me! He it is Who speaketh
the truth and revealeth the verses and sendeth forth the Mes-
sengers, for verily He is the King, the Powerful, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting.

Verily in the creation of the heavens and earth, and in the
alternation of light and darkness, and in the budding forth of
trees, and in the motion of the Ark of Oneness upon the sea of
fire, and in the wafting of the holy breezes from the Paradise
of Beauty, and in the sending down of verses from the cloud
of the Divine Essence are signs for people who reflect. Say:
O people, fear God and associate not partners with Him, and
think not evil thoughts, and slander not His chosen ones, and
consume not the wealth of others, and commit not oppression
and wickedness if ye be of those who are certain of God’s decree
in the Tree of His Cause.

This is what the Spirit counseleth you in that which God hath
caused to flow from the Most Exalted Pen in the hidden and
holy Tablets, that all may be assured of His verses in His days
and that they may rejoice who have soared on the wings of
detachment and who are drawn by the grace of God. And
when the verses are recited unto them their hearts tremble and
their eyes overflow with crimson drops and they are enkindled
by the fire of love. Upon them be the good-pleasure of God
and for them are elevated stations in the realms of eternity,
and there have been ordained for them, in the presence of the
Divine Countenance, couches of white crystal whereon they
shall recline.

Thus do We impart unto thee from the melodies of the Divine
Essence that perchance it may detach thee from all who are
in the heavens and earth and cause thee to turn toward the
precincts of God’s mercy and assist thee to triumph and pro-
vide thee with the fruits of immortality and make thee to be
of those who are guided by the lights of Beauty and who drink
from the springs of mercy. Thus have We set forth the verses
in truth and sent down the Spirit upon thee that thou mayest
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be stirred in thy soul with longing and be of those who rejoice
in the paradise of reunion.

O Letter of Glory! Read what We have chanted unto thee, then
preserve it that the spirit of life may be generated within thee

and draw thee nigh unto a treasured and hidden stronghold.

Act thou according to what thou hast been commanded, then
be steadfast and fear no one even if all who are in the heavens
and earth should oppose thee. God shall raise thee up in the
atmosphere of light and bestow upon thee a kingdom in His
Most Exalted Name and send down upon thee from the cloud

of mercy that which hath been ordained in a preserved Tablet.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who prostrate
themselves before the face of God.
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Subhana Rabbiya’l-A’la
To: Mirza Musa Javahiri, in Baghdad
Date: 1288 ? [1871-1872]

The Spirit, in the firmament of holiness, hath shone forth from
the arch of the brow.

O Letter of Eternity! Put on the sandals of detachment, then
mount the highest couch of the celestial realm.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

This is the land of abiding; no footstep of any one of the saints
hath ever fallen upon it.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Grieve not at the occurrences of this world; then ascend unto
the realm of faithfulness.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

For thou hast a station with Me within the pavilion of the
All-Glorious.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.
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Therein thou shalt hear the melodies of Paradise above the
Lote-Tree of the Extremity.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

And therein thou shalt drink the crimson wine from the Beauty
of God, the Most Exalted.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Therein thou shalt find, of the fruits of holiness, that which
none can reckon.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Therein thou shalt soar, in every direction, with ruby wings
throughout the realms of the spirit.

7 Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Therein thou shalt speak, in every mode, with the melodies of
the celestial dove.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Thou shalt be enraptured by the glances of Beauty in the crim-
son chambers.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then wilt thou find within thyself the lights of guidance and
be plunged into the ocean of My Most Glorious Name.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Thou shalt be nourished with the fruits of the spirit from the
Furthermost Tree.

5 Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.
; Thou shalt hearken unto the Call of God in tones of both

openness and concealment.

7 Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

s Say: The maiden of eternity hath descended yet again, that

she may kiss this sweetest, pearl-like mouth.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.
She hath taken the crimson cup in her right hand.
Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

That she may give to drink whosoever is well-pleased with this
good-pleasure in the Most High Paradise.
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Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

She raised her right hand and leaned upon her left foot.

5 Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

i Then she revealed her eyebrow, like unto a sword, and with it

she clove asunder the livers and the vitals.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

She moved her shoulders, and the back of the serpent appeared,
as the blackness of her hair was disclosed from beneath the
white veil.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Then did it swallow all that is in heaven down to that which
lieth beneath the dust.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.
And it restored the whole of existence unto annihilation.
Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

She unveiled her face once again after the first unveiling.

5 Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

i And when she unveiled it, the spirits were created, and destiny

was turned into fulfillment.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Then, after that, she veiled her face yet once more, lest abiding
itself should pass away through this crimson countenance.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then she lifted the black veils from her radiant forelock.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

And she said: Am I not the beauty of the Well-Beloved in the
full brightness of noontide?

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Then did existence cry aloud: Yea, verily! Yea, verily!

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

i The essences of the spirit danced within the temples of abiding,

at that which was revealed and that which was concealed.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

LV G Ol

Sl Wy Jo ST a1 by
S3d Gl o Oloniad

SEV oy Calsd a6 Ll o gbsl
RPN

LV G Ol

Sy 28 L Ol b LpisS” Jf}
Lo 2ill cd e el

Sy Fo p Olomsad

gj*a\c,;guu\guj{éﬁ\

LV G Ol

SLd) ) s el el

S3d Gl o Oloniad

Aol dm 305 Ly iiS

LV G Ol

Ladl o) C‘;ﬂ‘ cds cass
Sl )

Sy Fo pp Ol

W 5 ) i U5
T Gl ol e T2
QN1 G Ol

T oo Tosel) B by
LV G Ol
il Loy 3 sl s o T 2B

b Bo o Olomd 5

&?& ;ﬁ)\ CLaTS\ 5

b Fo o Oloneed

Jﬁb&¢m\§\="é@:}‘ﬁ‘ﬁﬂ¢?; 56

Tl

o7

34

ut

36

~

38

39



66

67

68

69

”Q
8

79

Vol. 31: Baha'u’llah, Late Baghdad period (1860-1863)

BHO01447

" Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

The hearts of the sincere were drawn by her luminous, effulgent
lights.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

The minds of the sanctified were enraptured by what descended
and ascended.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then the herald cried out in mid-air, at the Center of Origina-
tion.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

And he said: By the Lord of heaven! One single glance toward
her excelleth the kingdom of the life to come and of this first
life.

5 Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then she arose, and the Great Resurrection arose.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

She sat down, and the hearts of men of understanding were
shaken.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then, after that, she brought forth from behind her hair a
Tablet of green chrysolite.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

She read, from that Tablet, one letter of her most hidden sym-
bols; then the spirits went forth out of the bodies of the names.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then she pointed with her middle finger, and all religions, from
Adam unto Jesus, were effaced.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

76 She moved it again after the first motion.

7 Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

Then was the sun cloven asunder in the heaven of decree.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.
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2 And a cry rose from her tresses in remembrance of her Lord,

the Most Exalted, the Most High.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

Then did the sign of the night appear from her dark ringlets,
and the sign of the day from her shining forelock.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

5 She called out with the call of holiness in the Paradise of the

cloud.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

s She said: Ye shall be tried, O companions of piety.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

And ye shall be debarred from the Sanctuary of Beauty in the
Kaaba of the cloud.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.

This is that which the Most Exalted Pen hath inscribed upon
the Tablet of Eternity.

Glorified be He Who hath created and fashioned.

And therein lieth a wisdom of mysteries which are neither wit-
nessed nor beheld.

Glorified be my Lord, the Most High.
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) Then she bared her head and let her curl hang upon the breast

of her bosom.
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He is the Gracious, the Well-Beloved! sl Al
O Holy Mariner! R C)L Lol
Bid thine ark of eternity appear before the Celestial Concourse. L; 5 Ol &Y‘ S 3 o)) Ade b
Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious! N

wa
Launch it upon the ancient sea, in His Name, the Most Won- (... P o (._m\ Ak &M\;;
drous. Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious! &~

And let the angelic spirits enter, in the Name of God, the Most &;\H :}J\ oy wa{ C’:M ‘.Flf” e JJ‘;‘:
High. Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious! 00 .
@cy‘ T3] Oloeud

Unmoor it, then, that it may sail upon the ocean of glory.
Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

Haply the dwellers therein may attain the retreats of near-
ness in the everlasting realm. Glorified be my Lord, the All-
Glorious!

Having reached the sacred strand, the shore of the crimson
seas. Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

Bid them issue forth and attain this ethereal invisible station,
Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

A station wherein the Lord hath in the Flame of His Beauty

appeared within the deathless tree; Glorified be my Lord, the
All-Glorious!

Wherein the embodiments of His Cause cleansed themselves of
self and passion; Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

Around which the Glory of Moses doth circle with the everlast-
ing hosts; Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

Wherein the Hand of God was drawn forth from His bosom of
Grandeur; Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!
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Wherein the ark of the Cause remaineth motionless even

though to its dwellers be declared all divine attributes.

Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

O Mariner! Teach them that are within the ark that which we
have taught thee behind the mystic veil. Glorified be my Lord,
the All-Glorious!

Perchance they may not tarry in the sacred snow-white spot,
Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

7 But may soar upon the wings of the spirit unto that station

which the Lord hath exalted above all mention in the worlds
below, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

May wing through space even as the favored birds in the realm
of eternal reunion; Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

May know the mysteries hidden in the Seas of light. Glorified
be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

They passed the grades of worldly limitations and reached that
of the divine unity, the center of heavenly guidance. Glorified
be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

They have desired to ascend unto that state which the Lord
hath ordained to be above their stations. Glorified be my Lord,
the All-Glorious!

Whereupon the burning meteor cast them out from them that
abide in the Kingdom of His Presence, Glorified be my Lord,
the All-Glorious!

And they heard the Voice of Grandeur raised from behind the
unseen pavilion upon the Height of Glory: Glorified be my
Lord, the All-Glorious!

“O guardian angels! Return them to their abode in the world
below, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“Inasmuch as they have purposed to rise to that sphere which
the wings of the celestial dove have never attained; Glorified
be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

26 “Whereupon the ship of fancy standeth still which the minds

of them that comprehend cannot grasp.” Glorified be my Lord,
the All-Glorious!

7 Whereupon the maid of heaven looked out from her exalted

chamber, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

And with her brow signed to the Celestial Concourse, Glorified
be my Lord, the All-Glorious!
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Flooding with the light of her countenance the heaven and the
earth, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

And as the radiance of her beauty shone upon the people of
dust, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

All beings were shaken in their mortal graves. Glorified be my
Lord, the All-Glorious!

She then raised the call which no ear through all eternity hath
ever heard, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

And thus proclaimed: “By the Lord! He whose heart hath not
the fragrance of the love of the exalted and glorious Arabian
Youth, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“Can in no wise ascend unto the glory of the highest heaven.”
Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

Thereupon she summoned unto herself one maiden from her
handmaidens, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

And commanded her: “Descend into space from the mansions
of eternity, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

» “And turn thou unto that which they have concealed in the

inmost of their hearts. Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“Shouldst thou inhale the perfume of the robe from the Youth
that hath been hidden within the tabernacle of light by reason
of that which the hands of the wicked have wrought, Glorified
be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“Raise a cry within thyself, that all the inmates of the chambers
of Paradise, that are the embodiments of the eternal wealth,
may understand and hearken; Glorified be my Lord, the All-
Glorious!

“That they may all come down from their everlasting chambers
and tremble, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“And kiss their hands and feet for having soared to the heights
of faithfulness; Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“Perchance they may find from their robes the fragrance of the
Beloved One.” Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

Thereupon the countenance of the favored damsel beamed
above the celestial chambers even as the light that shineth
from the face of the Youth above His mortal temple; Glorified
be my Lord, the All-Glorious!
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She then descended with such an adorning as to illumine the
heavens and all that is therein. Glorified be my Lord, the
All-Glorious!

She bestirred herself and perfumed all things in the lands of
holiness and grandeur. Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

; When she reached that place she rose to her full height in

the midmost heart of creation, Glorified be my Lord, the All-
Glorious!

7 And sought to inhale their fragrance at a time that knoweth nei-

ther beginning nor end. Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

She found not in them that which she did desire, and this,
verily, is but one of His wondrous tales. Glorified be my Lord,
the All-Glorious!

She then cried aloud, wailed and repaired to her own station
within her most lofty mansion, Glorified be my Lord, the All-
Glorious!

And then gave utterance to one mystic word, whispered privily
by her honeyed tongue, Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

And raised the call amidst the Celestial Concourse and the
immortal maids of heaven: Glorified be my Lord, the All-
Glorious!

“By the Lord! I found not from these idle claimants the breeze
of Faithfulness! Glorified be my Lord, the All-Glorious!

“By the Lord! The Youth hath remained lone and forlorn in
the land of exile in the hands of the ungodly.” Glorified be my
Lord, the All-Glorious!

She then uttered within herself such a cry that the Celestial
Concourse did shriek and tremble, Glorified be my Lord, the
All-Glorious!

And she fell upon the dust and gave up the spirit. It seemeth
she was called and hearkened unto Him that summoned
her unto the Realm on High. Glorified be my Lord, the
All-Glorious!

56 Glorified be He that created her out of the essence of love in

the midmost heart of His exalted paradise! Glorified be my
Lord, the All-Glorious!

7 Thereupon the maids of heaven hastened forth from their cham-

bers, upon whose countenances the eye of no dweller in the
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highest paradise had ever gazed. Glorified be our Lord, the
Most High!

s They all gathered around her, and lo! they found her body

fallen upon the dust; Glorified be our Lord, the Most High!

And as they beheld her state and comprehended a word of
the tale told by the Youth, they bared their heads, rent their
garments asunder, beat upon their faces, forgot their joy, shed
tears and smote with their hands upon their cheeks, and this

is verily one of the mysterious grievous afflictions.” Glorified
be our Lord, the Most High!
BPRY.319, SW_v13#04 p.075, DWN_v3#05 p.031-034, BLO_PT#131,
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Lawh-i-Mallahu’l-Quds (Tablet of the Holy Mariner - Persian)
Date: 1279-09 [1863-Mar]

He is the stranger, the Persian, the Iraqi.

When the denizens of that heavenly firmament, by the leave
of the divine Pilot, laid hold upon a Name from among His
Names, and embarked in the ancient Ark, they were borne
upon the sea of Names, and traversed the stages of limitation,
perchance, through the blessed aid of the King of Singleness,
they might attain the shores of Unity and drink of the chalice
of Detachment. Thus, by heavenly assistance, that everlasting
sphere moved and coursed upon the waters of spiritual wisdom,
until it reached a station where the Name that is at rest out-
stripped and overcame the Name that moveth; whereupon the
ship of the spirit grew motionless and was withheld from its
journeying.

At that hour a firm decree of the Lord descended from the
heaven of everlasting holiness, and the Pilot of abiding life was
commanded to teach unto the companions of that firmament
a letter from the Word Most Hidden, that, aided by invisible
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succour, they might pass beyond the valley of selfish bewilder-
ment and enter the ever-widening expanse of spiritual oneness;
that they might reach the Qaf of the soul’s eternity and be ad-
mitted to the presence of the Well-Beloved. And when the com-
panions of the ship attained the Word of the spiritual Friend,
straightway they unfolded the wing of meaning and flew in the
holy air; and, through the bounty of God and the mercy of the
All-Glorious, they passed beyond the steep ascents of self and
desire and the nether depths of heedlessness and blindness.

Then did the breezes of Ridvan blow upon their temples from
the secret place of the Merciful. And after soaring in the atmo-
sphere of nearness unto God and traversing the stations of the
spirit, they alighted in the haven of safety and assurance, the
ultimate homeland of lovers. The dwellers of that realm arose
to serve and to bestow. Thereupon the youths of eternity and
the holy Cup-bearer proffered the ruby wine, and such intox-
ication did the wine of divine knowledge and the cup of the
everlasting wisdom awaken—such rapture and attraction did
it kindle—that they were delivered from themselves and from
all created things, and bound their hearts unto the beauty of
the Friend. For ages and cycles they abode, in perfect joy
and expansion, within that spiritual paradise and that sacred,
merciful garden.

Until, at length, the breezes of divine testing and the winds of
sovereign seduction blew from the captivity of the everlasting
Cause, so that they became occupied with the beauty of the
Cup-bearer and heedless of the Countenance of the Eternal;
so much so that they deemed the shadow to be the sun, and
mistook phantoms for light. And they purposed to ascend the
ladders of the Most Great Name, that they might fly in that
air and enter that seat and station. But when they rose, the
divine assayers, bearing the holy touchstone by the irrevocable
command of the Lord, descended upon them; and, finding in
them no fragrance of the spiritual Youth, they withheld them
all. And then there befell that which had been inscribed in the
Preserved Tablet.

Therefore, O ye who dwell upon the carpet of the love of God,
and O ye who drink of the wine of the everlasting mercy: barter
not the nearness of the Friend for both the worlds; turn not
from His presence to the presence of the cup-bearer; cleave not,
in place of the wine of His knowledge and wisdom, unto the
wine of ignorance and heedlessness. The lip is the seat of the
remembrance of the Beloved—defile it not with filthy water.
The heart is the home of the mysteries of the Eternal—occupy
it not with the regard of perishing things. Seek ye the Water of
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Life from the Kawthar of the beauty of the All-Glorious, and
not from the manifestations of Satan.

This fleeting servant, standing at the utmost station of love,
admonisheth the friends of God with the wondrous counsels
of oneness and the jewels of the wisdom of the Sovereign, the
Ever-Abiding, perchance some soul may show forth the stature
of manhood, and emerge from the garment of heedlessness and
lust. Let them, then, walk—pure, luminous, and sanctified—
in the land of love and severance, of affection and exaltation;
that they may, at the least, draw from the lights of the morn
of the brow and the dawning of the Day that none can mistake,
so much as will unite their outward and inward being.

We have passed beyond the loftiness of detachment, the ex-
altation of unity, the most great transcendence and the most
mighty sanctity; now must they strive with earnest endeav-
our and firm resolve, that the secrets of the inner life be not
contrary to outward deeds, nor outward acts at variance with
inward realities. We have spoken of the offering of life in the
path of the Well-Beloved; now must they arise to offer justice
and fairness unto their own selves.

How is it that ye prefer the garment of greed and selfish hopes
to the robe of divine sanctity? How is it that ye exchange
the melody of the nightingale of eternity for the dissonant cry
of fleetingness, uttered by the people of rebellion and hatred?
Wretched is that for which ye have bartered. Truly we are
God’s, and unto Him shall we return.

God willing, we cherish the hope that the temples of endur-
ing glory shall appear, adorned with holy raiment and divine
qualities—radiant, subtle, pure, and stainless, even as the sun
of the Eternal. This is not difficult for God.

BLO_PT#131, BLO_PT#132, HURQ.BH22

ol gze > db 3 ) b 7
Al s adel ma w1 (A Ol
Al 8 e Sl g Ol oS-
ot 3 A e ST s g3, B ok
s dlr O 5 W) Do g i
S TN A S S
515 ol 4t e Uiyl 5 5y 5 plladl
I N BT R N B
dlt dote 1y s by pls §

DB 5 (S 4 -\:’-f;“w\ii.i;\c)‘ 8
g pll s ph e J S ol
Jusl 5 alls Jlet Ll bl Ll Wl § sl
Ol Bl 51 asls bl 1l (2)lee plb
Ol Joe 3Ll rwf Oble e 5o
Ll ald o

o5 5 Gl Ul 5 o~ u‘:{gé"iij 9
& e Lok g doades mer 7 Gl s
ol Lany 5 (2 ol ) L’wf-‘ S 1y
DG &0 odand o e 3 0
Sk G e Fle & ool 1S 10

j&})émwﬁdﬁé\dﬁ)sﬂ.ﬁ
do s o 252 plh all s STL ) ackd

VOY m Al
INBA36:437, BLIB Or15696.107c,
BLIB_Or15706.126, BLIB_Or15714.043,
BLIB__Or15722.315, BRL_DA#729,
AQA5#137 p.181, MAS4.339, YADG.049-
050, AHB_ 107BE #19 p.002x, YMM.291x,

OOL.B055b

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 66


https://bahai-library.com/bahaullah_lawh_mallah_quds
https://bahai-library.com/bahaullah_mallahu_quds_cole
https://hurqalya.ucmerced.edu/node/1791/
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v036/?page=438
https://www.bahai.org/r/170507573
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/567.pdf
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/MAS4/mas4-339.html
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/424.pdf#page=53
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/424.pdf#page=53
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/326.pdf#page=299
https://oceanoflights.org/bahaullah-st-055-2-fa

Vol. 31: Baha'u’llah, Late Baghdad period (1860-1863) BH00296
BHO00296

To: Firaydun et al., in Zargan

In Thy name, the Most Sweet, the Most Glorious 6\’%}“ J,\(\ Ko

Since Thou hast, O my God, established Thyself upon the
throne of Thy transcendent unity, and ascended the mercy seat
of Thy oneness, it befitteth Thee to blot out from the hearts
of all beings whatsoever may keep them back from gaining
admittance into the sanctuary of Thy Divine mysteries, and
may shut them out from the tabernacle of Thy Divinity, that
all hearts may mirror Thy beauty, and may reveal Thee, and
speak of Thee, and that all created things may show forth the
tokens of Thy most august sovereignty, and shed the splendors
of the light of Thy most holy governance, and that all who
are in heaven and on earth may laud and magnify Thy unity,
and give Thee glory, for having manifested Thy Self unto them
through Him Who is the Revealer of Thy oneness.

Divest, then, Thy servants, O my God, of the garments of
self and desire, or grant that the eyes of Thy people may be
lifted up to such heights that they will discern in their desires
naught except the stirring of the gentle winds of Thine eternal
glory, and may recognize in their own selves nothing but the
revelation of Thine own merciful Self, that the earth and all
that is therein may be cleansed of whatever is alien to Thee, or
anything that manifesteth aught save Thy Self. All this can be
fulfilled throughout Thy dominion by Thy word of command,
“Be,” and it is! Nay, even swifter than this, and yet the people
understand not.

Glorified, immeasurably glorified art Thou, O my Beloved! I
swear by Thy glory! I recognize this very moment that Thou
hast granted all for which I have supplicated Thee, in this
blessed night which, as decreed by Thee, calleth to remem-
brance Him Who was the Companion of Thy beauty and the
Beholder of Thy face, ere I had been mentioned by Thee, or
called into being within the court of Thy holiness. I perceive
that Thou hast made all things to be the manifestations of Thy
behest, and the revelations of Thy handiwork, and the reposi-
tories of Thy knowledge, and the treasuries of Thy wisdom. I
recognize, moreover, that were any of the revelations of Thy
names and Thine attributes to be withheld, though it be the
weight of a grain of mustard seed, from whatsoever hath been
created by Thy power and begotten by Thy might, the founda-
tions of Thine everlasting handiwork would thereby be made
incomplete, and the gems of Thy Divine wisdom would become
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imperfect. For the letters of negation, no matter how far they
may be removed from the holy fragrances of Thy knowledge,
and however forgetful they may become of the wondrous splen-
dors of the dawning light of Thy beauty, which are shed from
the heaven of Thy majesty, must needs exist in Thy realm, so
that the words which affirm Thee may thereby be exalted.

Thy might beareth me witness, O my Well-Beloved! The en-
tire creation hath been called into being to exalt Thy triumph
and to establish Thine ascendancy, and all the bounds that
have been set by Thee are but the signs of Thy sovereignty,
and proclaim the power of Thy might. How great, how very
great, are the revelations of Thy wondrous power in all things!
They are such that the lowliest among Thy creatures hath been
made by Thee a manifestation of Thy most august attribute,
and the most contemptible token of Thy handiwork hath been
chosen as a recipient of Thy most mighty name. Poverty, as
decreed by Thee, hath been made the means for the revelation
of Thy riches, and abasement a path leading to Thy glory, and
sinfulness a cause for the exercise of Thy forgiveness. By them
Thou hast demonstrated that to Thee belong Thy most excel-
lent titles, and unto Thee pertain the wonders of Thy most
exalted attributes.

i Since Thou hast purposed, O my God, to cause all created

things to enter into the tabernacle of Thy transcendent grace
and favor, and to waft over the entire creation the fragrances of
the raiment of Thy glorious unity, and to look upon all things
with the eyes of Thy bounty and Thy oneness, I beseech Thee,
therefore, by Thy love, which Thou hast made to be the main-
spring of the revelations of Thine eternal holiness, and the
flame that gloweth within the hearts of such of Thy creatures
as yearn towards Thee, to create, this very moment, for those
of Thy people who are wholly devoted to Thee, and for such of
Thy loved ones as love Thee, out of the essence of Thy bounty
and Thy generosity, and from the inmost spirit of Thy grace
and Thy glory, Thy Paradise of transcendent holiness, and to
exalt it above everything except Thee, and to sanctify it from
aught else save Thyself. Create, moreover, within it, O my
God, out of the lights shed by Thy throne, handmaidens who
will intone the melodies of Thy wondrous and most sweet in-
vention, that they may magnify Thy name with such words
as have not been heard by any of Thy creatures, be they the
inmates of Thy heaven or the dwellers of Thine earth, nor been
comprehended by any of Thy people. Unlock, then, the gates
of this Paradise to the faces of Thy loved ones, that haply
they may enter them in Thy name, and by the power of Thy
sovereignty, that thereby the sovereign bounties vouchsafed by
Thee unto Thy chosen ones and the transcendent gifts granted
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unto Thy trusted ones be perfected, that they may extol Thy
virtues with such melodies as none can either intone or de-
scribe, and that none of Thy people may conceive the design
of appearing in the guise of any of Thy chosen ones, or of em-
ulating the example of Thy loved ones, and that none may fail
to discern between Thy friends and Thine enemies, or to distin-
guish them that are devoted to Thee from such as stubbornly
oppose Thee. Potent art Thou to do what Thou willest, and
powerful and supreme art Thou over all things.

Exalted, immeasurably exalted art Thou, O my Beloved, above
the strivings of any of Thy creatures, however learned, to know
Thee; exalted, immensely exalted art Thou above every human
attempt, no matter how searching, to describe Thee! For the
highest thought of men, however deep their contemplation, can
never hope to outsoar the limitations imposed upon Thy cre-
ation, nor ascend beyond the state of the contingent world, nor
break the bounds irrevocably set for it by Thee. How can, then,
a thing that hath been created by Thy will that overruleth the
whole of creation, a thing that is itself a part of the contingent
world, have the power to soar into the holy atmosphere of Thy
knowledge, or reach unto the seat of Thy transcendent power?

High, immeasurably high art Thou above the endeavors of the
evanescent creature to soar unto the throne of Thine eternity,
or of the poor and wretched to attain the summit of Thine
all-sufficing glory! From eternity Thou didst Thyself describe
Thine own Self unto Thy Self, and extol, in Thine own Essence,
Thine Essence unto Thine Essence. I swear by Thy glory, O
my Best-Beloved! Who is there besides Thee that can claim
to know Thee, and who save Thyself can make fitting mention
of Thee? Thou art He Who, from eternity, abode in His realm,
in the glory of His transcendent unity, and the splendors of
His holy grandeur. Were any one except Thee to be deemed
worthy of mention, in all the kingdoms of Thy creation, from
the highest realms of immortality down to the level of this
nether world, how could it, then, be demonstrated that Thou
art established upon the throne of Thy unity, and how could
the wondrous virtues of Thy oneness and Thy singleness be
glorified?

I bear witness, this very moment, to what Thou hast testified
for Thine own Self, ere Thou hadst created the heavens and
the earth, that Thou art God, and that there is none other
God besides Thee. Thou hast from everlasting been potent,
through the Manifestations of Thy might, to reveal the signs
of Thy power, and Thou hast ever made known, through the
Daysprings of Thy knowledge, the words of Thy wisdom. No
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one besides Thee hath ever been found worthy to be mentioned
before the Tabernacle of Thy unity, and none except Thyself
hath proved himself capable of being praised within the hal-
lowed court of Thy oneness.

) Praise be to Thee, O my God, that Thou hast revealed Thy

favors and Thy bounties; and glory be to Thee, O my Beloved,
that Thou hast manifested the Daystar of Thy loving-kindness
and Thy tender mercies. I yield Thee such thanks as can direct
the steps of the wayward towards the splendors of the morn-
ing light of Thy guidance, and enable those who yearn towards
Thee to attain the seat of the revelation of the effulgence of
Thy beauty. I yield Thee such thanks as can cause the sick to
draw nigh unto the waters of Thy healing, and can help those
who are far from Thee to approach the living fountain of Thy
presence. I yield Thee such thanks as can divest the bodies of
Thy servants of the garments of mortality and abasement, and
attire them in the robes of Thine eternity and Thy glory, and
lead the poor unto the shores of Thy holiness and all sufficient
riches. I yield Thee such thanks as can enable the Heavenly
Dove to warble forth, upon the branches of the Lote-Tree of
Immortality, her song: “Verily, Thou art God. No God is there
besides Thee. From eternity Thou hast been exalted above the
praise of aught else but Thee, and been high above the descrip-
tion of any one except Thyself” I yield Thee such thanks as
can cause the Nightingale of Glory to pour forth its melody in
the highest heaven: “’Ali (the Bab), in truth, is Thy servant,
Whom Thou hast singled out from among Thy Messengers and
Thy chosen Ones, and made Him to be the Manifestation of
Thyself in all that pertaineth unto Thee, and that concerneth
the revelation of Thine attributes and the evidences of Thy
names.” I yield Thee such thanks as can stir up all things to
extol Thee, and to glorify Thine Essence, and can unloose the
tongues of all beings to magnify the sovereignty of Thy beauty.
I yield Thee such thanks as can fill the heavens and the earth
with the signs of Thy transcendent Essence, and assist all cre-
ated things to enter the Tabernacle of Thy nearness and Thy
presence. I yield Thee such thanks as can make every created
thing to be a book that shall speak of Thee, and a scroll that
shall unfold Thy praise.

I yield Thee such thanks as can establish the Manifestations of
Thy sovereignty upon the throne of Thy governance, and set
up the Exponents of Thy glory upon the seat of Thy Divinity.
I yield Thee such thanks as can make the corrupt tree to bring
forth good fruit through the holy breaths of Thy favors, and
revive the bodies of all beings with the gentle winds of Thy
transcendent grace. I yield Thee such thanks as can cause the
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signs of Thine exalted singleness to be sent down out of the
heaven of Thy holy unity.

I yield Thee such thanks as can teach all things the realities
of Thy knowledge and the essence of Thy wisdom, and will
not withhold the wretched creatures from the doors of Thy
mercy and Thy bountiful favor. I yield Thee such thanks as
can enable all who are in heaven and on earth to dispense with
all created things, through the treasuries of Thine all-sufficing
riches, and can aid all created things to reach unto the summit
of Thine almighty favors. I yield Thee such thanks as can assist
the hearts of Thine ardent lovers to soar into the atmosphere
of nearness to Thee, and of longing for Thee, and kindle the
Light of Lights within the land of Iraq. I yield Thee such
thanks as can detach them that are nigh unto Thee from all
created things, and draw them to the throne of Thy names
and Thine attributes. I yield Thee such thanks as can cause
Thee to forgive all sins and trespasses, and to fulfill the needs
of the peoples of all religions, and to waft the fragrances of
pardon over the entire creation. I yield Thee such thanks as
can enable them that recognize Thy unity to scale the heights
of Thy love, and cause such as are devoted to Thee to ascend
unto the Paradise of Thy presence.

I yield Thee such thanks as can satisfy the wants of all such as
seek Thee, and realize the aims of them that have recognized
Thee. I yield Thee such thanks as can blot out from the hearts
of men all suggestions of limitations, and inscribe the signs
of Thy unity. I yield Thee such thanks as that with which
Thou didst from eternity glorify Thine own Self, and didst
exalt it above all peers, rivals, and comparisons, O Thou in
Whose hands are the heavens of grace and of bounty, and the
kingdoms of glory and of majesty!

Lauded be Thy name, O Lord my God, and my Master! Thou
bearest witness, and seest, and knowest the things that have
befallen Thy loved ones in Thy days, and the continual trials,
and the successive tribulations, and the incessant afflictions,
which have been sent down upon Thine elect. Such hath been
their plight that the earth became too strait for them, and they
were encompassed by the evidences of Thy wrath and the signs
of Thy fear in every land, and the doors of Thy mercy and Thy
loving-kindness were shut against them, and the garden of their
hearts was deprived of the overflowing showers of Thy grace
and Thy bountiful favors. Wilt Thou withhold, O my God,
from such as love Thee the wonders of Thine ascendancy and
triumph? Wilt Thou shatter, O my Beloved, the hopes which
they who are devoted to Thee have fixed on Thy manifold
bounties and gifts? Wilt Thou keep back, O my Master, those
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that have recognized Thee from the shores of Thy sanctified
knowledge, or wilt Thou cease to rain down upon the hearts of
such as desire Thee the showers of Thy transcendent grace?

Nay, and to this Thy glory beareth me witness! I testify this
very moment that Thy mercy hath surpassed all created things,
and Thy loving-kindness encompassed all that are in heaven
and all that are on earth. From everlasting the doors of Thy
generosity were open to the faces of Thy servants, and the
gentle winds of Thy grace were wafted over the hearts of Thy
creatures, and the overflowing rains of Thy bounty were show-
ered upon Thy people and the dwellers of Thy realm.

I know full well Thou hast delayed to manifest Thy triumph
in the kingdom of creation by reason of Thy knowledge which
embraceth both the mysteries of Thy decree, and the hidden
things ordained behind the veils of Thine irrevocable purpose,
that thereby those who have entered beneath the shadow of
Thy transcendent mercy may be separated from those who
have dealt disdainfully with Thee, and turned back from Thy
presence at the time when Thou didst manifest Thy most ex-
alted Beauty.

7 Exalted, immeasurably exalted art Thou, therefore, O my

Beloved! Forasmuch as Thou hast divided, in Thy realm, Thy
loved ones from Thine enemies, and hast perfected Thy most
weighty testimony and Thy most infallible Proof unto all who
are in heaven and on earth, have mercy, then, upon those who
were brought low in Thy land, by reason of what hath befallen
them in Thy path. Exalt them, then, O my God, through the
power of Thy might and the potency of Thy will, and raise
them up to proclaim Thy Cause through Thine omnipotent
sovereignty and purpose.

I swear by Thy glory! My sole purpose in showing forth Thine
ascendancy hath been to glorify Thy Cause, and to magnify
Thy word. I am persuaded that if Thou wert to delay to send
down Thy victory and to demonstrate Thy power, the signs
of Thy sovereignty would assuredly perish in Thy land, and
the tokens of Thy rule would be blotted out throughout Thy
dominion.

My breast is straitened, O my God, and sorrows and vexa-
tions have compassed me round, for I hear among Thy ser-
vants every praise except Thy wondrous praise, and behold
amidst Thy people the evidences of all things save the evi-
dences of what Thou hast prescribed unto them by Thy be-
hest, and destined for them through Thy sovereign will, and
ordained unto them by Thine overruling decree. They have
strayed so far from Thee that should any of Thy loved ones
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deliver unto them the wondrous tokens of Thy unity, and the
gem-like utterances that attest Thy transcendent oneness, they
would thrust their fingers into their ears, and would cavil at
him and mock him. All this hast Thou set down through Thine
all-encompassing sovereignty, and apprehended through Thine
omnipotent supremacy.

immeasurably glorified art Thou, O my Master!
Look, then, upon the hearts which, in their love for Thee, have
been transfixed by the darts of Thine enemies, and the heads
which were borne on spears for the sake of the exaltation of
Thy Cause and the glorification of Thy name. Have pity, then,
upon those hearts which have been consumed by the fire of
Thy love, and been touched by such tribulations as are known
only unto Thee.

All laud and honor to Thee, O my God! Thou well knowest
the things which, for a score of years, have happened in Thy
days, and have continued to happen until this hour. No man
can reckon, nor can any tongue tell, what hath befallen Thy
chosen ones during all this time. They could obtain no shelter,
nor find any refuge in which they could abide in safety. Turn,
then, O my God, their fear into the evidences of Thy peace
and Thy security, and their abasement into the sovereignty of
Thy glory, and their poverty into Thine all-sufficient riches,
and their distress into the wonders of Thy perfect tranquility.
Vouchsafe unto them the fragrances of Thy might and Thy
mercy, and send down upon them, out of Thy marvelous loving-
kindness, what will enable them to dispense with all except
Thee, and will detach them from aught save Thyself, that the
sovereignty of Thy oneness may be revealed and the supremacy
of Thy grace and Thy bounty demonstrated.

Wilt Thou not, O my God, look upon the tears which Thy
loved ones have shed? Wilt Thou not pity, O my Beloved,
the eyes which have been dimmed by reason of their separa-
tion from Thee, and because of the cessation of the signs of
Thy victory? Wilt Thou not behold, O my Master, the hearts
wherein have beaten the wings of the dove of longing and love
for Thee? By Thy glory! Things have come to such a pass that
hope hath well nigh been banished from the hearts of Thy cho-
sen ones, and the breaths of despair are ready to seize them,
by reason of what hath befallen them in Thy days.

Behold me, then, O my God, how I have fled from myself
unto Thee, and have abandoned my own being that I may
attain unto the splendors of the light of Thy Being, and have
forsaken all that keepeth me back from Thee, and maketh me
forgetful of Thee, in order that I may inhale the fragrances
of Thy presence and Thy remembrance. Behold how I have
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stepped upon the dust of the city of Thy forgiveness and Thy
bounty, and dwelt within the precincts of Thy transcendent
mercy, and have besought Thee, through the sovereignty of
Him Who is Thy Remembrance and Who hath appeared in
the robe of Thy most pure and most august Beauty, to send
down, in the course of this year, upon Thy loved ones what will
enable them to dispense with any one except Thee, and will set
them free to recognize the evidences of Thy sovereign will and
all-conquering purpose, in such wise that they will seek only
what Thou didst wish for them through Thy bidding, and will
desire naught except what Thou didst desire for them through
Thy will. Sanctify, then, their eyes, O my God, that they may
behold the light of Thy Beauty, and purge their ears, that they
may listen to the melodies of the Dove of Thy transcendent
oneness. Flood, then, their hearts with the wonders of Thy
love, and preserve their tongues from mentioning any one save
Thee, and guard their faces from turning to aught else except
Thyself. Potent art Thou to do what pleaseth Thee. Thou,
verily, art the Almighty, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.

Protect, moreover, O my Beloved, through Thy love for them
and through the love they bear to Thee, this servant, who hath
sacrificed his all for Thee, and expended whatsoever Thou hast
given him in the path of Thy love and Thy good pleasure, and
preserve him from all that Thou abhorrest, and from whatso-
ever may hinder him from entering into the Tabernacle of Thy
holy sovereignty, and from attaining the seat of Thy transcen-
dent oneness. Number him, then, O my God, with such as
have allowed nothing whatever to deter them from beholding
Thy beauty, or from meditating on the wondrous evidences of
Thine everlasting handiwork, that he may have fellowship with
none except Thee, and turn to naught save Thyself, and dis-
cover in whatever hath been created by Thee in the kingdoms
of earth and heaven nothing but Thy wondrous Beauty and the
revelation of the splendors of Thy face, and be so immersed be-
neath the billowing oceans of Thine overruling providence and
the surging seas of Thy holy unity, that he will forget every
mention except the mention of Thy transcendent oneness, and
banish from his soul the traces of all evil suggestions, O Thou
in Whose hands are the kingdoms of all names and attributes!

Lauded be Thy name, O Thou Who art the Goal of my desire!
I swear by Thy glory! How great is my wish to attain unto
a detachment so complete that were there to appear before
me those countenances which are hid within the chambers of
chastity, and the beauty of which Thou didst veil from the eyes
of the entire creation, and whose faces Thou didst sanctify from
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the sight of all beings, and were they to unveil themselves in
all the glory of the splendors of Thine incomparable beauty, I
would refuse to look upon them, and would behold them solely
for the purpose of discerning the mysteries of Thy handiwork,
which have perplexed the minds of such as have drawn nigh
unto Thee, and awed the souls of all them that have recog-
nized Thee. I would, by Thy power and Thy might, soar to
such heights that nothing whatsoever would have the power to
keep me back from the manifold evidences of Thy transcendent
dominion, nor would any earthly scheme shut me out from the
manifestations of Thy Divine holiness.

Glorified, immeasurably glorified art Thou, O my God, and my
Beloved, and my Master, and my Desire! Shatter not the hopes
of this lowly one to attain the shores of Thy glory, and deprive
not this wretched creature of the immensities of Thy riches,
and cast not away this suppliant from the doors of Thy grace,
and Thy bounty, and Thy gifts. Have mercy, then, upon this
poor and desolate soul who hath sought no friend but Thee,
and no companion except Thee, and no comforter save Thee,
and no beloved apart from Thee, nor cherished any desire but
Thyself.

7 Cast, then, upon me, O my God, the glances of Thy mercy,

and forgive me my trespasses and the trespasses of them that
are dear to Thee, and which come in between us and the reve-
lation of Thy triumph and Thy grace. Cancel Thou, moreover,
our sins which have shut off our faces from the splendors of
the Daystar of Thy favors. Powerful art Thou to do Thy plea-
Thou ordainest what Thou willest, and art not asked
of what Thou wishest through the power of Thy sovereignty,
nor canst Thou be frustrated in whatsoever Thou prescribest
through Thine irrevocable decree. No God is there save Thee,
the Almighty, the Most Powerful, the Ever-living, the Most
Compassionate.

sure.

PM#184, DOR#22
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He is the Mighty. 2 e

This is a Tablet wherein are mentioned verses of separation
from this poor and wretched servant at the time when He de-
parteth from the region of Iraq by reason of that which the
hands of the oppressors have wrought.

Say: By God! This is in truth Husayn Who hath appeared
among you by the command of God, the Mighty, the Powerful.
He dwelt among you for numbered days while ye were heedless
of His beauty and were among the negligent ones. Ye have
driven Him from the land and knew not His worth, and God
is witness unto this. Ye have visited upon Him that which was
visited from before, and now do the denizens of the highest
Paradise cry out.

Say: O people of hatred! Rejoice not in what ye have done,
for God will seize you with a vengeance that is indeed severe
in justice. Say: Would ye slay Husayn, yet kiss the earth of
the land that is attributed to Him? Alas for you, O company
of mischief-makers!

Say: He feareth not you, nor your kings, nor all who are in
the heavens and the earth. Say: Whoso hath known God will
know none else besides Him, and unto Him do the hearts of
them that have recognized Him turn.

i Say: We have offered up our spirits for God, the Lord of the

worlds, and We beseech Him at every moment to accept from
Us this lowly offering, and We thank Him for this and for all
that He hath decreed for Us. Verily He is the Bestower, the
Ordainer, the Gracious.
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He is God, the One with power over all things, and all through

fear of Him are filled with dread, though they perceive it not.
Glorified then be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth,

and will continue to send them down as He pleaseth. And
verily He is the Truth, there is no God but Him. He bestoweth

authority upon whomsoever He willeth through His command,

and verily He hath power over all things. He shall grant His
servants whatsoever they ask of Him, and shall cast the fear
of God into the heart of whomsoever He pleaseth, and shall
guide those who have detached themselves unto Him with their
wealth and their souls. Thus doth He recompense the doers
of good. O servant! Give glad-tidings unto them who have
believed in God and His signs that they should not grieve over
anything, nor let Satan bar them from God’s path, nor think

evil thoughts of God lest they be counted among the heedless.

Announce unto My servants that they should be content with
what We have ordained for them and desire not what We do
not desire for them. Thus was the command from Us in the
Torah and the Gospel and the Psalms, and thus do We judge
from Our presence those who are God-fearing.

2 Say: Put your trust in God in your return and your abode, and
follow not the vain desires of those who disbelieved and turned
away after having believed. Thus were We empowered over
whatsoever We please, and We cause those in whose hearts is
disease to turn away from rancor, that it may be a reminder
to the God-fearing.

Say: Verily those who have believed in guidance and remained
steadfast in the fear of the Cause, the Spirit shall appear unto
them and God shall come to them in canopies of light, and
their faces shall shine with the light of their Lord, whereby the
heavens and earth shall be illumined. Therefore rejoice, O ye
sincere ones!

Thus doth He bestow upon whomsoever He willeth, and cast
knowledge and wisdom upon those who have persevered in His
path and have placed their trust in Him.

5 Say: Fear God, then follow what the Spirit casteth unto you,

and walk not in the ways of Satan after We have sent down the
verses in a Book mighty and wise, wherein no falsehood can

enter, wherein the measures of all things have been decreed,
and wherein every matter hath been expounded in clear detail,

that ye may know the paths of truth and guidance and avoid
grave sins and indecency, and be among the guided ones.
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Thus do We turn evil away from you as We turned it away
from those who came before, and We mention them now in the
tablets with most beautiful and gracious mention.

Say: These are among the melodies of the Spirit that give
you glad tidings of the meeting with God and speak with pure
truth, that it may be a light and mercy from Our presence
upon those who have believed and been patient. And thus
doth He fully reward the doers of good - those whom nothing
can bar and who fear no one, and when they hear the call from
thy Lord’s presence, they arise to render aid and tarry not a
moment when the angels of the Spirit receive them with light,
saying: “Enter the garden that hath been raised up in the word
of victory, and be not among the fearful.”

Say: Verily those who have left their homes, detached them-
selves unto God, migrated for His sake, and journeyed in His
path that they might circle round His Being and visit the in-
visible beauty of His countenance - these are the companions
of truth and guidance. Upon them be prayers from their Lord
and forgiveness and a great reward from God.

Were the servants to recognize and perceive the Cause, they
would surely act as these have acted, and their spirits would
leave their bodies in their longing for the meeting with God.
But they remain veiled therefrom, having occupied themselves
with their own selves, and are among the heedless.

Say: God is well-pleased with you and hath ordained for you
what He desired, and He will mention you in the Book of the
Cause upon tablets of mighty splendor, and will honor you
with His meeting, and will grant you the blessing of visiting
His beauty and the Ka’bah of His Being, and will assist you in
the Cause as He pleaseth. Thus doth He deal with the doers
of good.

Say: O concourse! Remind the servants of God not to slay
those who have believed in God and His signs, and if ye wit-
ness one in the Bayan who believed and turned away, then
turned back and retreated, then transgressed and disbelieved,
remind him with love and according to what God hath pre-
scribed in the Book. And if he remembereth not, leave him to
himself and put your trust in God, and be not of them that
interfere, for God hath prohibited you from this. No matter
can be except after His leave, and thus hath it been detailed in
the Book as a detailed exposition of all things, and sent down
according to a just and certain measure. Say: God will ac-
complish His purpose concerning whomsoever He willeth, and
will seize those who have disbelieved and associated partners
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with God after having believed and turned towards Him. Ver-
ily there is no God but Him, and He will assuredly punish the
wrongdoers.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Forgive these souls, then for-
give me and have mercy upon me, then pardon me for what
I have committed before Thee, for this is a station Thou hast
reserved for Thyself and made it a testimony of Thy Being
and a guidance and a light and a mercy unto all the worlds.
Thou knowest, O my God, that I have chosen naught for my-
self and desired naught save the manifestation of Thy power in
Thy dominion and the tokens of Thy sovereignty in Thy lands.
And when I witnessed that these souls have turned toward Thy
holy court and directed themselves to the realms of Thy mercy,
I desired to make mention of them with the most excellent
mention from Thee, that it might become a remembrance for
others. Thou knowest how the ocean of rancor and hypocrisy
surgeth in the breasts of those who claim faith openly yet dis-
believe in secret, who follow their idle fancies and attribute
them to Thyself, and who desired for Thy servant what they
desired. Therefore forgive them and inform them of their con-
dition and remind them of Thy days, then guide them to the
straight path, for they know nothing and possess nothing for
themselves. Have mercy upon them through Thy bounty, for
Thou art the Almighty over what Thou willest, and Thou art
the Most Merciful of the merciful.

Say: Here hath the morn dawned from the dayspring of the
divine cloud, and the Spirit of Holiness hath spoken the truth,
and the Light hath come in clouds of radiance, and God hath
arisen with His Cause, and the Face hath appeared from behind
the veils. Hasten ye, and be not of them that tarry. Baha
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He is the Mighty 2 e

Say: The Bird of Immortality hath winged its flight unto the
realms on high. Say: The Breeze of Divine Good-Pleasure hath
returned unto the City of Nearness before God, the Lord of all
worlds. Say: The Nightingale of Holiness hath soared from the
branch of Iraq unto a mighty and glorious branch. Say: The
Lamp of Oneness hath changed its niche through that which
the hands of the oppressors have wrought. O people of the
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Bayan, be ye not disturbed by this, but place your trust in
God, the Lord of all worlds. Say: This Bird feareth no one,
nor shall it be perturbed by any soul, even should all who are
in the kingdom gather against it, for it hath detached itself
wholly unto God and turned with its entire being unto the
countenance of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. O people of
the Bayan, follow Me in all this, for this is better for you than
all who are in the heavens and on earth. And thou, remind
the servants in the days of the Spirit, and grieve not for what
hath befallen Us, but be thou of the thankful. For in this

departure are signs and tokens and evidences for the mindful.

And therein lies the concealment of the mysteries of wisdom
which none hath discovered save he who cometh unto God with
a sound heart. God shall soon assist His Cause with truth and
raise up His oppressed servants. And the Spirit be upon thee

and upon whoso attaineth the presence of the Bird in His days.

By God, he is possessed of a mighty triumph.

His honor Aqa Siyyid Mihdi is the agent of this servant and
resides in the land of [Ba]. As some debts have accumulated
in this land, we have therefore left him behind to settle these
and other matters. Whosoever wishes to pay the Huququ’llah
should send it to him. Peace.
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He is the All-Knowing, the Forbearing

This is a Tablet that tells of the heaven of immortality, and
this is a bounty from God unto all created things. Say: Verily
in the Spirit’s departure from the body of Iraq are wondrous
signs unto all who are in the heavens and on earth. This is a
revelation from One wise and informed.

Say: O concourse of the earth, rejoice not at My departure,

for this was not from you but from One mighty and powerful.

This is what God ordained for Us before the creation of the
heavens and earth, and God was witness unto this. When the
bounty of heaven is lifted from your midst, punishment will
seize you from a nearby quarter, and the angels of wrath will
seize you - then shall you find for yourselves neither helper nor
supporter. Woe unto you, O concourse of the earth, for having
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turned away from the Beauty that was witnessed from the holy
horizon. Say: Not an atom’s weight of your deeds and actions
shall be left unrecorded, save that it be inscribed in the book
of your own selves - this is what the Finger of the Spirit has
traced upon hidden tablets of glory.

And you, O loved ones of God, grieve not at this nor at what
has befallen you in these days. Rather, be patient in God and
remain steadfast. Soon shall you find the wrongdoers in the
lowest depths of the fire. Thus has the matter been decreed
in the Mother Book. And glory be upon you and upon those
who have turned their faces toward the direction of the Spirit
in the East.
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The day-star of words, dawning above the horizon of the ut-
terance of Him Who is the Lord of all names and attributes,
hath, at this most blessed of hours, shone forth in all truth with
the splendours of the light of God. The spirit of understanding,
flowing from the Pen of the All-Glorious, hath, by virtue of His
grace, been conferred upon all created things. The mystery of
all mysteries, emerging from behind the veils of concealment,
hath, in very truth, been revealed to the righteous, as bidden
by God, the Almighty, the Unconstrained.

God, the Most Powerful, the Most Exalted, the Most Great, ad-
dresseth the holy Beings created through the Primal Word that
proceeded from His mouth, and beyond them the Concourse on
high, and beyond them those whom He hath sanctified above
the comprehension of all who are on earth and in heaven and
whom He hath raised up through His hidden and inscrutable
Will, saying: “Rejoice in your very souls, for the most auspi-
cious time hath come; and the Hour hath struck round which
revolve all the other hours foretold in the Tablets of God, the
Almighty, the All-Glorious, the Most Merciful; and the hid-
den Morn hath broken forth, in this treasured Name, from the
dayspring of divinity, shedding its radiance upon all that hath
been and all that shall be.” Blessed be the Lord of all bounty,
the source of this supernal grace!

The promised Day of God is come! He Who is the Manifesta-
tion of the Adored One hath been established upon the throne
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of His name, the All-Loving, and the sun of His bounty hath
cast its rays upon the seeing and seen alike. Wherefore re-
nounce ye, O denizens of the realms of limitation, that which
ye possess, adorn your temples with His glorious vesture, and
behold with untainted vision Him Who is the luminous Beauty
of God seated upon the throne of glory in His transcendent,
His almighty and all-subduing sovereignty. All praise be to
the Best-Beloved, Who hath revealed His hidden beauty with
such manifest authority!

All days have attained their consummation in this most august
of days, and all hours in this noblest of hours, and the Unseen
hath willed to confer every grace upon the inmates of earth
and heaven, to establish, before all who are in the kingdoms
of revelation and creation, the Manifestation of God and His
loftiness, and the sovereignty of God and His grandeur, that
His favour might be made complete unto His servants and His
bounty fulfilled unto His creation. And yet, when once He
appeared, the eyes of all who had awaited Him were dazzled,
save for those whom His might had protected and from whose
sight He had lifted all worldly veils. Blessed, then, be He Who
hath been made manifest through the power of truth in this
wondrous, this shining vesture!

And when the appointed hour of His Revelation struck on this
promised Day, the veils of destiny were rent asunder and the di-
vine decree was fulfilled with the departure of the Luminary of
the heaven of eternity from the city of Baghdad. This came to
pass by reason of what the hands of the malicious had wrought
against this Light — a Light that hath outshone every other in
its sacred and wondrous splendour. Blessed, then, be He Who
hath sent down these twin Revelations through His most great,
His most mighty sovereignty!

At the advent of this Manifestation the realities of all created
things were filled with joy, and all seized the cup of ecstasy with
the hands of longing and rapture and drank thereof the choicest
wine for love of this Beauty — a Beauty that hath appeared
through the power of truth, arrayed with the ornament of God,
the Sovereign, the Just, the All-Wise. Blessed, then, be He
Who, through this Revelation, hath attracted the hearts of
the well-favoured of the Lord!

Say: This is the Day for which the Pen of the Most High hath
ordained no peer, and whose like the denizens of the Concourse
on high and the realities of the Prophets and Messengers of
God have never attained. Blessed, then, be He Who hath made
manifest this hallowed and sacred, this mighty and wondrous
Day!
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This is the Day whereon the pillars of the Throne trembled in
their yearning for God to establish Himself thereon, the Day
whereon the foundations of the most lofty Seat were stirred
into motion. Blessed, then, be God, the Source of this rapture
that hath seized the entire creation!

This is the Day whereon the Sun of Beauty dawned above
the horizon of the countenance of God, the Most Exalted, the
Most Great, and the clouds of bounty rained down, and the
trees of Paradise yielded such fruits as God hath apportioned
to them that turn unto Him with radiant hearts in this Dis-
pensation. Blessed, then, be God, Who hath ordained this
surpassing grace!

) This is the Day whereon the spirits departed from their bodies

in their eagerness to behold the unveiled countenance of the
Ancient Beauty. Blessed, then, be the One Who hath mani-
fested this mighty Day!

This is the Day whereon the Most Great Spirit was embodied
in the most comely of forms, and, proceeding from the Realm
on high, approached the Scene of transcendent glory with such
radiance as to delight the Maid of Heaven, until she paused,
suspended in the air before Our presence, with such an adorn-
ing as to seize with longing the hearts of the Messengers of God.
Blessed, then, be God, Who hath created this noble angel!

Thereupon the inmates of Paradise, and beyond them the in-
habitants of the retreats of holiness and the realms of commu-
nion, and beyond them they that dwell within the habitations
of heaven and they that abide beneath the tabernacle of con-
cealment, stepped forth one and all from their lofty mansions,
and, conversing in hushed tones, apprised one another of that
which had come to pass upon the earth. It was as though the
Ancient King had revealed Himself unto Himself, and then,
with undisputed sovereignty, unto His servants and His crea-
tures in the realm of creation. Blessed, then, be God, Who
bringeth forth whatsoever He pleaseth through the potency of
His all-compelling command!

Then the Most Great Spirit raised a call that resounded
through the entire creation, saying: “Solaced be your eyes, O
ye inhabitants of earth and heaven, O ye manifestations of
the divine names and attributes, and O ye who are immersed
beneath the oceans of grandeur that lie beyond the worlds
of intimation and allusion! This is the Day whereon God
Himself, the Most Exalted, the Most High, through His own
sacred and glorious Self, beareth round unto every soul, high
and low alike, the cup of nearness and reunion.” Blessed, then,
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be God, Who hath revealed Himself in all His manifold grace
on this greatest of all days!

This is the Day whereon the most grievous veil was torn asun-
der and the Scene of transcendent purity was made manifest;
the Day whereon the face of God smiled with the joy of re-
union, and the gates of His presence were flung open to the
embodiments of His beauty and majesty and to them that had
pierced the veils of glory through the power born of God, the
Almighty, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise; the Day whereon all
things visible and invisible cried out: “Hallowed be the Lord,
the most excellent of all creators!”

Whereupon the Most Great Spirit was summoned to silence,
and the rapture of God seized the inhabitants of the cities of
eternity, the inmates of the crimson chambers, and the dwellers
of the kingdom of names. One and all they descended from
their habitations until they stood betwixt earth and heaven,
with utmost humility and submissiveness, before His Counte-
nance. Blessed, then, be God, Who hath made manifest this
resistless, this all-glorious and transcendent Cause!

Then were their voices lifted up in praise and exultation on this
glorious Day, a Day whose radiance deriveth not from the sun
and its rays but from the effulgent light of the Countenance of
God, the King, the Exalted, the All-Bountiful. Blessed, then,
be He Who hath caused it to appear through the power of truth
and Who hath resurrected therein the souls of all humankind!

7 And then another herald called out from the Scene of tran-

scendent glory: “By God! This is the Day whereon the veils
of contention were torn asunder, and the breezes of unity were
wafted, and the Lord of creation appeared, invested with man-
ifest sovereignty and riding upon the clouds of grandeur on
this, His promised Day.” Blessed, then, be God, Who hath
descended in truth from the heaven of sublime holiness!

This is the Day whereon fire and water were joined together
as one, and the veils were removed from the face of all myster-
ies, inasmuch as the Beauty of the Unconstrained came forth
arrayed in the raiment of His own Self, the Help in Peril, the
Almighty, the Incomparable. All glory be to this Day whose
advent hath cheered the eyes of the well-favoured of God!

When that joy born of God had taken hold of all else besides
Him, the Most Great Spirit called out once more, proclaiming;:
“O ye dwellers of the kingdoms of earth and heaven! O ye
denizens of the realms of revelation and creation! Blessed are
your ears, for they have hearkened unto the verses of nearness
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and reunion. Hear now the tidings of remoteness and separa-
tion, for the Luminary of the world hath purposed to depart
from the land of ‘Iraq, in accordance with the firm covenant
that hath been set forth in the Scriptures of God, the All-
Powerful, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.”

At this announcement the dwellers of earth and heaven were
filled with dismay. Such was their weeping and wailing that
they fell prostrate upon the dust, consumed with sorrow. How
strange that grievous and sore-trying separation! All things
visible and invisible were bewildered by this call. Such was
their plight that the letter “B” became oblivious of the let-
ter “E”, and the lovers forsook the face of their Beloved, the
Almighty, the All-Praised. How woeful was that manifest and
irrevocable decree!

When matters came to such a pass, the Ancient Beauty be-
stirred Himself, and all things were inwardly and outwardly
set in motion. Then He arose, and through His arising the
Most Great Resurrection was ushered in betwixt earth and
heaven. Whereupon the Spirit called out once again, before
His presence: “O Israfill By the righteousness of God, thou
wert created for this day. Wherefore, sound thy trumpet to
proclaim the advent of this Manifestation, that every moulder-
ing bone may be quickened thereby!” As bidden, the angel
sounded his trumpet, causing all who dwell in heaven and on
earth to swoon away. Then he sounded his trumpet anew; they
arose and, fixing their gaze upon this glorious Vision, cried out:
“Hallowed be the Lord, the most excellent of all creators!”

2 The Ancient Beauty stepped forth, while the Kingdom of Rev-

elation preceded Him and the Heaven of divine Inspiration fol-
lowed in His wake. On His right strode the Realm of Command,
and on His left marched the hosts of the well-favoured ones. All
glory be to this manifest and wondrous Cause!

And when He reached the courtyard of the House, the con-
course of the realm of holiness prostrated themselves at His
feet, and the foundations of the House trembled in their sepa-
ration from God, the All-Powerful, the Almighty, the Most Ex-
alted. The inhabitants of every city cried out, and the hearts of
them that circle round God were sorely shaken. How grievous
that separation which caused the very pillars of the world to
crumble!

Upon hearing the lamentations of the inhabitants of the realm
of dust, the Beauty of the All-Beloved lingered a moment, and
the Eye of majesty wept sore at their weeping. Indeed, the
sighs of His loved ones caused His heart to swell with such
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grief that none in the heavens or on the earth could bear its
weight.

He proceeded until He reached the concealing veil, and there
at His feet He beheld a child that had removed itself from its
mother’s breast. And this infant clung to the hem of His robe
so earnestly and besought Him in such piteous tones to stay,
that the dust of sorrow shrouded the face of every perceiving
soul and the winds of anguish blew upon the entire creation.
How heavy the burden of grief that clouded the countenance
of the sincere! Were it not for the protection of God, the seven
heavens would at that moment have been cleft asunder, and
the earth would have swallowed up all that dwell upon it, and
every lofty peak would have been reduced to dust.

The Hand of Power then parted the veil of grandeur, whence
the Beauty of the All-Glorious emerged with supreme
sovereignty. When He Who is the Self of God, the Almighty,
the All-Bountiful, purposed to pass through the gate, the
Most Great Spirit made its final proclamation: “By God! The
Well-Beloved of the worlds hath departed from His House by
reason of what the hands of the oppressors have wrought.”

7 He then wept within Himself with such a weeping that the

dwellers of earth and heaven, and those suspended in the
air before Him, and those circling round the Countenance of
grandeur, wept with Him. And He spoke unto them, saying:
“Know ye that in such a departure on the very Day of Our Ap-
pearance there are signs and tokens for them that understand.
Haply, by reason of Our departure on this most sublime
and wondrous Day, the peoples of earth and heaven may
emerge from behind the veils of self and passion; draw nigh
unto God, the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious; and become
detached from whatsoever He hath created or ordained in this
world. This is that which God had purposed for them as a
bounty from His presence. He, verily, is the All-Bountiful, the
Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.” Blessed, then, be God,
the source of this most manifest, this most exalted bestowal!

The King of Eternity went forth, flanked by the hosts of the
seen and the unseen, with His gaze fixed upon the court of
the divine decree. Before Him arose the sighs of His lovers,
whilst behind Him could be heard the lamentations of them
that yearn after Him. When He reached the banks of the river,
He parted from His loved ones, and it was as though the very
souls of those devoted servants had parted from their bodies.
But He exhorted them to patience and fortitude, and sum-
moned them to the fear of God, the All-Powerful, the Almighty,
the Unconstrained. And then, crossing the river, He entered
the Garden of Ridvan, wherein He ascended the throne of His
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wondrous sovereignty. Blessed, then, be the All-Bountiful, the
Source of this all-encompassing grace!

Once seated on His throne, the Ancient Beauty shed the splen-
dour of His name, the Self-Subsisting, upon all things, so as
to fulfil that which had been recorded by the Supreme Pen at
the bidding of God, the Most Exalted, the Most High. Then
He cast the light of His name, the All-Possessing, upon all
things seen and unseen; and of His name, the Most Manifest,
upon all that is mentioned and all that is concealed; and of His
name, the Most Great, upon the embodiments of eternity and
all other peoples; and of His name, the All-Knowing, upon the
exponents of the names of God. Well is it with the one who
hath turned towards that which He hath revealed through His
unfailing grace on this most august Day. How glorious was His
assumption of that seat of majesty, through which the hearts of
them that enjoy near access to Him were assured, and the souls
of them that have recognized Him drew nigh, and the faces of
them that have turned towards Him were illumined, and the
spirits of them that have fixed their gaze upon Him were sanc-
tified, and the eyes of the Concourse on high were cheered, and
the tongues of all things, visible and invisible, were unloosed in
praise of God, the Sovereign Lord, the Mighty, the Gracious!
Sweet indeed was that heavenly fragrance through which the
musk of hidden meanings was scattered throughout the worlds!

The Ancient Beauty’s ascent upon His throne took place at the
very moment the people arose to offer the afternoon prayer
unto God, the Almighty, the Beauteous. Even in this there
are signs for those who are well assured, evidences for them
that discern, and allusions for such as have been endued with
insight. The Beauty of the All-Merciful tarried in the Garden
of Ridvan for twelve days, during which the hosts of the Con-
course on high, the well-favoured angels of God, and the souls
of His Messengers circled day and night round the Tabernacle
of grandeur and the Pavilion of inviolable sanctity, guarding
and protecting the people of God from the hosts of the Evil
One. Blessed, then, be God, Who manifested this incompara-
ble, this glorious station!

During every moment of those days, the inmates of the cham-
bers of Paradise descended from on high, bearing chalices brim-
ming over with the living waters of revelation and cups over-
flowing with the choice wine of holiness, which they proffered
unto the dwellers of the pavilion of glory and the inmates of
the tabernacle of resplendent majesty. Blessed, then, be God
for this most exalted, this all-encompassing grace! And when
the appointed time of tarrying was fulfilled and the decree of
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departure was received, the Beauty of the All-Merciful arose
and went out from the Ridvan Garden riding upon the finest
stallion. Blessed, then, be the All-Glorious, Who appeared in
the world of creation with a sovereignty that transcendeth the
heavens and the earth!

As He departed, a cry of sorrow ascended from the garden,
and its trees, and leaves, and fruits, and walls, and air, and
ground, and pavilion, while the dwellers of the deserts and the
wilderness, and even the very dunes and the dust of the earth,
rejoiced at His approach.

Thus did the Beauty of the All-Glorious establish Himself upon
the lofty heights of eternity, inasmuch as His gaze was fixed
upon the decree which the Finger of God, the Most Exalted,
the Most Glorious, had inscribed upon the blessed and snow-
white Tablet. And thus do We relate unto you the account
of the day of Our Manifestation and the circumstances of Our
banishment by reason of the machinations of such seditious
souls as had disbelieved in and joined partners with God, the
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He is the Mighty! Glorified be He Who hath sent down the
verses in a holy, all-knowing tongue, and Who ruleth over all
created things as He pleaseth by His command. There is none
other God but Him, the Mighty, the Wise. His is the bounty
and grace; He loveth for whomsoever He willeth whatsoever
He willeth, and verily He is powerful over all things. Verily
He ruleth His creation as He pleaseth, and He is the Mighty,
the Beautiful. His is the creation and the command, and unto
Him return the deeds of all created things.

Say: In the revelation of verses are clear proofs for those who
are illumined by the lights of the Spirit. Say: He it is Who hath
sent the Messengers from a beginning that hath no beginning
- and this was ordained in the preserved tablets of might -
and He will continue to send them unto an end that hath no
end. There is none other God but Him, the Bestower, the All-
Knowing. And He sent down with them decisive proofs and
clear evidences, that they might command the people in the
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days of God with that which would guide them to the paths

of holy radiance.

And when their Messengers came unto them with clear proofs, . uuU\ ) uL.\JL ﬁl‘” G ale i P

among the people were those who turned away and denied the
signs of God, the Supreme, the Mighty, the All-Informed. And
among them were those who remembered the remembrance
of God and were of those who hastened along the paths of
guidance - until the Cause reached a station whereat the minds
of the wise were confounded and the feet of the mystics did slip.

And ‘Ali came with the truth, and with Him were clear signs,
a single letter of which would suffice all who are in the heav-
ens and the earth. He said: “O people! 1 am in truth the
son of Muhammad, and I have come unto you from the Saba
of holiness, from the direction of immortality, with a momen-
tous announcement that was truly mighty.” And He said: “O
people! This is the proof of God, and this is the countenance
that shall endure in truth through the eternity of God, the
King, the Mighty, the Generous.” And: “O people! Soon shall
the earth and all that is thereon perish, and ye shall return to
the court of manifest might and shall be questioned concern-
ing what ye did to God’s Messengers, and shall be requited for
what ye have earned or will earn.”

5 He said: “O people! By God! Ye were created for naught else

but the recognition of God’s Self, the Supreme, the Mighty,
and this is the purpose of your creation, were ye of those who
know. And this is what God desired for His servants, and by
this did He take from them their covenant in the immortal
dust, were ye of those who are aware. For by God! If ye attain
not unto this, nothing in all existence shall profit you, and this
is a mighty truth with God.” And this was inscribed in all the
tablets in the time of every Prophet, and thus doth the Pen of
the Command testify, and God was witness unto this.

; And ye recognized not the worth of those days, and ye knew

not God, your Creator, in His days, and were an evil, most
lost people. And ye were not content with your heedlessness of
His beauty, but grew proud against Him, and were not satisfied
even with that, until ye gathered against Him with the talons of
hatred and suspended Him in the air and fired upon His body
the bullets of mighty unbelief. And for this were ye cursed
in this world and the next, and became companions of the
fire. Nay! The curse of God be upon those who wronged Him
without clear proof or illumined Book!

Until the Cause reached these days wherein these servants ex-
pelled Us from that land which had become the refuge of the
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oppressors. And some among them rejoiced at this and were
of those who were glad. Say: O people of the earth! Rejoice
not at this, for soon shall come upon you the punishment of a
barren day, and the effects of wrath shall seize you from every
direction, and this shall be grievous for the unbelievers. And
ye shall hear the melodies of the Dove when She soareth above
you from the presence of God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Then
shall nothing profit you, and naught shall accompany you save
God, the Mighty, the Generous. And the Spirit be upon you
and upon the sincere servants.
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BHO01864
To: Rida
He is the Mighty, the Exalted! AW oAl e

O Letter Ra! Hearken unto the Call of God from the holy
paradise, the Spot which God hath sanctified from the under-
standing of them that are nigh unto Him and hath made it the
resting-place of His Most Exalted Foot on the Day wherein
none was mentioned save God, the Lord of all worlds.

Know thou that the Spirit will depart from the region of Iraq,
and this hath been decreed by One Who is mighty and powerful.
I have repeated the story in the soul of Husayn regarding how
the claws of the oppressors seized him, and he left the Abode
of Peace due to what the hands of the Muslims had wrought
- they who claim Islam with their tongues while their deeds
belie them at all times. When thou hearest this, grieve not
but place thy trust in God, the Mighty, the Wise. Be not
dismayed by the terror of that Day, neither be thou frightened
by this fear which hath caused the eyes of the dwellers of the
heavens and earth to weep, for in this is a matter which none
of the mystics hath comprehended, and there shall appear in
truth from God One Who is mighty, transcendent and glorious.
After My departure, fear ye nothing and be not of them that
are perturbed. Remind thou God’s servants each day with
wisdom and be not of the patient ones, for they who have
recognized their Lord close their eyes to all else, even should
all creation turn them away.
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Say: The Bird hath ascended from paradise and seeketh an-
other paradise, if ye be of them that know. He feareth no one
and will never fear any soul through the power of God, the
Mighty, the Beautiful. Beware lest thou forget God’s favor
upon thee; then walk in My footsteps and be not of the fear-
ful ones. Counsel God’s loved ones as much as thou art able
and be of them that remember, for We have made thee a re-
membrance for Our sincere servants that thou mayest remind
them by Our command, and We are ever mindful. And the
Spirit be upon thee and upon them that follow thy word by
the command of One Who is wise and knowing. 152

He is God!

Praise be to God Who hath made His loved ones the dawning-
places of His decree, and this servant, at this time when all
tribulations are raining from the clouds of destiny, hath been
and will remain thankful to Him with every tongue and utter-
ance, for whatever is attributed to the Beloved is surely sought
after by the lover with all his heart. In any case, this servant in
these days hath intended to journey to another land, and the
details of this will become known. The loved ones of God must
walk in the footsteps of this servant and henceforth be more
firm and steadfast in the Cause, that through divine grace they
may soar with these servants in the eternal realms.

We have left his honor Aga Siyyid Mihdi in this land for certain
matters and We shall send correspondence to him.

He is God!

We send greetings, mention and glory to all the loved ones.
Blessed are they who in the divine days have attained the honor
of nearness and meeting. Happy are they in having won a
blessing wherein God hath ordained no portion for any besides
them. If anyone wishes to send the Huququ’llah, let them send
it to Aqa Siyyid Mihdi, as some debts were outstanding and
have been transferred to him. The rest is as it was.

Know then, O concourse of the beloved! When the Sun setteth,
the birds of night will surely fly in the darkness. At such time,
turn not your attention to them and be not of those who incline
towards them. Purify your faces for God, the Lord of all worlds.
Thus have We informed you through Our grace, as a gift from
Us to all worlds.
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Huwa Munfikhu’r-Ruh (Lawh-i-Nuqtih?)

In the Name of Him Who breatheth the spirit into the bodies
of words with a Holy, wondrous Breath

Praise be to God, for the fountains of the hidden, living water,
which were concealed behind the veils of the divine covering,
have, through the confirmations of the exalted Holy Spirit, be-
gun to flow and circulate from the realities of the words. Yea,
that well-known fountain of life, for which certain servants have
hastened in quest, bestoweth an outward, elemental life; but
this Fountain of Life, which, in the darknesses of the heavenly
words, floweth hidden and concealed, conferreth an everlasting
life and a sanctified spirit. The origin and well-spring of that
fountain are the darknesses of the earth; and the origin and
cause of this fountain is the curling tresses of the Well-Beloved
— like unto a maiden of meanings — which, from all eternity,
lay hidden behind the pavilion of the all-sufficient, immaculate
sanctity.

At such a time as she besought leave from the sacred court
of the Eternal King to pass from the chambers of spiritual
solitude into the assemblage of divine mercy, and to shed one
ray from among the concealed effulgences upon the realms of
the hallowed Oneness, lo, a herald, from the source of supreme
Divinity and the treasury of most great Lordship, cried aloud
that no creation was yet visible which could serve as the locus
of such an effulgence and irradiation. Thereupon command
was given for a new creation and a wondrous handiwork. All
the denizens of the Concourse on high and the inhabitants of
the tabernacles of immortality were bewildered as to of what
element this strange creation should be fashioned and from
what reality it should come to be.

In that instant the zephyr of holiness blew from the Saba of
the spiritual Paradise, bearing with it a subtle, fragrant dust
from the tresses of that celestial maiden. And in that hour a
few drops of luminous wine from the Kawthar of the Beauty
of the All-Merciful fell upon that dust. Then did the hand of
the all-sufficing Power, issuing from the hidden treasure of the
sovereign mercy, appear and knead that spiritual dust with
the sweet, shining water. Thereafter a breath from the eternal
Breath was breathed into it; whereupon they arose as a cre-
ation such that, were but one of them to cast the merest glance
upon the peoples of the heavens and the earth, all would be
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annihilated, overturned, and made to return unto the ancient
nothingness.

After this, an irrevocable decree descended from the heaven
of the divine Command, bidding the people of the pavilion of
majesty, the dwellers in the veils of power, the concourse of the
cherubim and the realities of the sinless, to adorn the Paradise
of eternity with the lights of Beauty, and to carpet it with
the silken and brocaded fabrics of holiness. Then leave was
granted to go forth from the heaven of manifestation, and that
spiritual maiden emerged from behind the pavilion of grandeur
and bestowed true spirit upon the dwellers of the heavens and
the earth.

When she had mounted the couch of silk and arisen thereon,
she moved; and from that movement a few dark points from
her locks — tokens of that luminous darkness — fell upon the bro-
caded earth. From those few scattered points these wondrous
words were embellished, and the river of love was hidden in
the darknesses, in the springs, of these words. Wherefore, O
ye winging your flight in the air of holiness, by turning your
gaze unto this fleeting world, shut not yourselves out from this
everlasting fountain, that haply ye may be granted leave to
enter the pavilions of reunion with the Beauty of the Lord of
Glory.

Thus do We recount unto you the mysteries, in that Water
which, under the name of the Water of Life, hath been men-
tioned in all the Tablets, concerning that which hath been
veiled from your minds and hearts, that perchance ye may, in
this wellspring, after severing yourselves from all who are in
the heavens and on the earth, attain unto that Water, and
return unto the wondrous effusions of His grace and bounty.

WIND#125, BLO__sazedj#09
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To: Rida

He is the Most Exalted, the Most High

> O Rida! God hath recorded thy slumber within thee before
thou wast created in thy mother’s womb, and hath interpreted
it for the Concourse on High before the spirit was breathed
into the bodies of those brought nigh. Yet it behooveth not
to reveal this unto the righteous, much less unto these trans-
gressors who claim to love, but from whom naught appeareth
save that which giveth rise to tyranny and hatred, without any
proof from God or command from His presence.

By the Lord of the realm of ‘Ama! I have grieved over a matter
which the Pen cannot describe, nor ink enumerate, nor can
spirits bear. I have withdrawn myself from these corrupt ones.
Thou seest how conflict hath arisen among them after God
forbade them this, to such extent that some denounce others as
infidels and backbite their loved ones behind their backs, such
that the fragrance of love hath been lifted from their midst
and hatred hath settled in their breasts, as though they had
turned away from God their Creator and followed what their
souls desired and their passions craved.

Say: Fie upon you, and upon your deeds, and upon what ye
possess and what ye deserve! Verily, I love them not, nor do
I wish to sit with them or meet with them, unless they repent
and return unto God their Lord. By Him Who holdeth my
soul in His hand! I desire naught but to flee from them and
dwell in a land devoid of their faces, even as I fled before. But
since God decreed for me what He decreed, I returned to them
and witnessed from them what none of His enemies - much
less His loved ones - had ever witnessed. Therefore I remain in
the house and show patience in my affair, trusting in God my
Lord, until I return unto Him and soar unto the heaven of His
holiness.

They shall soon fall into disagreement and scatter from this
land after my concealment or wrongful departure, and they
shall be tested as they were tested before. But ye shall not be
dismayed by the terror of that day. Be as immovable moun-
tains, and trust in God your Lord. Turn to Him with the
essence of your hearts, that He may bring about for you a mat-
ter whereby ye shall be saved and draw nigh unto Him, that ye
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may be of those whose hearts are at rest through God’s light,
and who are guided by His signs.

With utmost joy and assurance, soar in the heaven of love. God
willing, enter the city of submission, be sustained by the wine
of contentment, and drink from the Salsabil of oneness, that
thou mayest witness the vastness of divine mercy and become
aware of the lights of the Beauty of the All-Glorious, until thou
art intoxicated with the wine of reunion and steppest into the
wilderness of nearness and meeting, closing thine eyes to all
contingent things and opening them to the countenance of the
Friend, severing thyself from all else and binding thyself to
Him.

After ascending beyond the stations of annihilation and reach-
ing the dawning-places of eternity, thou shalt become the cup-
bearer on the carpet of sanctification and drink the chalice of
divine unity. After reaching this homeland, thou shalt present
the pure water of inner meanings in the cup of the heart in
remembrance of the peerless Divine Beauty, and it shall be
taken from the hand of grace and accepted. How lofty is this
station if thou attainest unto it! Thou shalt bestow a portion
of the Holy Spirit upon the loved ones and the righteous ones.

AL il o 196 5 i)yt e 6 L

d,.x:niu\
&‘A‘L;"Motﬁb\})jﬁ d{;:f
st ol o Al La sl
T FE TS S S
b st T M 3 e Ll s S
Wy o sl s 635 dlos 12 S
Tox3 & QKAU\(&%)&)\LS o
ks by S a5 Sl s

b dlac Jpes 5 L6 210 5l e 5
A5 fosl ple s (gp8 i bl Gl
Glee I OF by b s 3l (55550
ol s sl ps A dlg e sl
d}:siﬁ_} J)f 419; C,.?"/- CMJ)'\_) ng‘
G5t B 0L SV ey o Gl A e 555
LA Gewd ) gy S Sl

INBA71:102
BHO02051
To: Habib, in Tihran
He is the All-Possessing, the Most High, the Mighty, the sl il dlall :_'SsJ\ya

Beloved

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth unto
people who believe. He it is Who hath sent down the Book
and sent forth the Messengers. Fear ye God and be guided by
His Messengers.

Among them was Adam, whom God forgave after he trans-
gressed what was forbidden him, and made him a Prophet and
sent him with truth to give glad tidings to those who were
certain of the presence of God.

And after him He sent Noah with guidance, who said: “O
people! Fear ye God and follow His Messengers if ye have
believed in God. Then remember God and be ye among those
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who remember God.” When they turned away from him, God
drowned them in the depths of fire in the waves of heedlessness
in the valley of sulfur, and therein they perished.

5 And among them was Moses, whom God assisted with the

rod of His Command and honored with nine verses from the
Bayan. He said: “O people! These are the signs of God which
ye behold. Fear ye God and be guided by His guidance.” None
believed in him save those whom God made as lights upon
the earth, who were illumined by the light of divine attraction.
When they denied and turned away and came not unto the
Manifestation of the Spirit, God afflicted them in the wilder-
ness of rejection and made them among those who turned away
from the good-pleasure of God and were? from the canopy of
Beauty.

i And among them was Jesus, whom God assisted with the Holy

Spirit and sent with truth. He said: “Fear ye God, O people
of the earth, and be not of those who are not guided by the
light of God.” Thus did God send Messengers aforetime and
will send them hereafter, but they believed not in them nor
will they believe save those who walk in the good-pleasure of
God.

Thus do We recount unto thee from the stories of the Com-
mand that thou mayest be informed of those who denied and
recognize the matter of those who showed pride before God and
turned away from Him, and that thou mayest not be heedless
of the Command but be among those who circle round Beauty,
turning not to aught of the world, and when touched by hard-
ship give thanks to God and place their trust in Him. And
when they hear the verses of God they fall down in prostration
and are struck unconscious by the melodies of Paradise.

Say: O people! This is a servant of God who draweth you nigh
unto God and calleth you to a station unto which all spirits
ascend. He commandeth you naught save to return unto God
and the Manifestations of His Cause. Thus do We cast upon
thee from the word of piety that perchance ye may be nourished
by the fruits of the spirit.

Then command the people to justice and piety and forbid them
from transgression and indecency. Fear thou no one and trust
in God, and be not of those who turned away from the Face.

Say: These days shall pass away and depart from you, and God
will not accept from you what ye imagined regarding His loved
ones, and all this hath been written in a Tablet whereof ye are
heedless, save those who turned in repentance - these are the
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companions of guidance for whom the angels seek forgiveness.
These are they whom the rejection of the rejecter deterreth not,
nor the denial of the denier, and they turn toward the canopy
of nearness and detachment.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon the sincere servants.
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To: Harful-Mim

He is the Mighty! O Letter M! Hear My call and be not of
the heedless ones. Say: The Bird of Immortality hath taken
flight in truth, and thereby have the hearts of them that are
near been consumed. Say: The Nightingale of the Spirit hath
flown from the branch of Iraq and seeketh another branch, as
decreed by the mysteries of destiny in the preserved tablets of
holiness. Say: O peoples of the earth! By God the Truth, this
is indeed a Dove that calleth out at all times and feareth none
save God, the Lord of the worlds. It turneth not toward any
soul nor regardeth any that are in the heavens or on earth, for
whoso turneth toward God will never turn to aught else - such
is the way of the sincere ones.

Alas for you, O people of the earth, that ye have been heedless
of these days and were among the negligent ones. Ye have not
heard the melodies of the Spirit - and this indeed is a grievous
heedlessness. Say: They who were not present in that land
were in manifest loss. Know then that God hath ordained this
migration for a wisdom none knoweth save God, the Mighty,
the Wise. O people of the Bayan, grieve not over this, but put
your trust in God - in Him let them that profess His unity place
their trust. Then make mention from Us to those servants who
have been patient in God and were among the patient ones.
And the Spirit be upon you, O loved ones of God, and upon
those who were steadfast in the Cause. 152

Furthermore, We make mention of the divine friends. The
promised Bird that was sent in the tablets of Muhammad-
‘Ali hath now taken flight and sought the heights of nearness.
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While time remained, none perceived it and all were heedless.
We are God’s and to Him do we return. Now I counsel all that,
God willing, they may hereafter move in perfect unity and re-
main steadfast in the Cause, discerning with insight between
truth and falsehood, for truth is as manifest from falsehood
as the radiant morn from the dark night. Let them not cling
to their own suppositions. Though truth be bitter, yet God
willing, T hope it will prove sweeter than honey to their taste.
This is of God’s grace unto whomsoever He willeth. These very
tribulations suffice as a reminder to all. God is the Guide, and
verily He guideth the way.

Furthermore, regarding the aforementioned matter, no word
hath reached Us from you. In any case, if Aga Murtada-Quli
and the heirs of the deceased are acting according to the will
and sending any funds, let them send them to Aqa Siyyid
Mihdi-i-Yazdi in Baghdad. As debts have also accumulated
in this land, we have therefore left the Siyyid and appointed
him trustee over affairs and payment of debts. Were it not
for this, it would never have been revealed, just as it was not
revealed until now.
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Lawh-i- Firayjat
To: Jim et al., in Ardistan

He is the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.

Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! I call upon Thee at this
time when the accents of the dove of separation are raised from
the land of Iraq, and the warbling of the Nightingale of fervent
longing is heard from the horizon of the world—at such a time
do I call upon Thee, proclaiming: “Thou in truth art God, the
King, the Mighty, the Beauteous. From everlasting, O my God,
Thou hast been exalted in the supremacy of Thy might, Thy
power, and Thy glory, and unto all eternity Thou wilt remain
transcendent in the sublimity of Thy grandeur, Thy majesty,
and Thy splendour. Every Prophet is filled with consternation
when confronted by the manifold evidences of Thy wrath, and
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every Chosen One standeth dismayed before the revelations
of Thy might. No God is there but Thee, the Almighty, the
All-Powerful, the All-Compelling.”

I yield Thee thanks, O my God, in these days when the op-
pressors amongst Thy people and the rebellious amongst Thy
creatures have arrayed themselves against us, and are rejoic-
ing at the adversities which, through the mysterious workings
of Thy decree, Thou hast caused to descend upon us as gems
from the treasury of Thy providence. Such hath ever been
Thy custom with Thy loved ones and Thy practice with Thy
I swear by Thy might, O my Beloved, that
though others may flee from tribulations suffered in Thy path,
I am he who, in his love for Thee, yearneth after every woe
and trial. T ask Thee, then, by Thy Name through which the
seas of names have surged before the evidences of Thy tran-
scendent oneness, and through which Thou hast been exalted
above all creation in the hallowed sovereignty of thy Lordship,
to send down whatever afflictions Thou hast destined for Thy
loved ones upon this Thy servant, lest there should befall them
that which would still the quickness of their love for Thee, or
dampen the fervency of their devotion. I am he, O my God,
who would ransom with his life and soul whatsoever proceedeth
from Thee or befalleth at Thy bidding. To all this shall T be
true, through Thy power and Thy might. No God is there
but Thee, the Generous, the Subtile, the All-Knowing, the All-
Wise.

I ask Thee then, O my God, by the lights of Thy divine unity,
and the hidden mysteries of Thine ancient and everlasting Be-
ing, to preserve Thy loved ones after I am gone, lest their
feet should slip upon Thy path. Gather them then together
upon the shore of Thy munificence and bounty, and sever them
from all but Thee so that they may stand in fear of no one,
nor be overawed by any soul. Open then their eyes, O my
God, through the wondrous evidences of Thy might and the
sovereign potency of Thy dominion, in order that they may
see all things held within Thy grasp, and all matters contained
within the palm of Thine omnipotence. I swear by Thy beauty,
O Thou my hope, that shouldst Thou cause them to ascend
to this most sublime and all-highest station, they would tell of
Thee continually, and would so completely return unto Thee
that naught could cause them any perturbation, though all
who are in heaven and on earth should rise up unitedly against
them.

I ask Thee then, O my God, by Thy light which hath illumi-
nated all beings, and by Thy glory which hath irradiated the

chosen servants.
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whole of creation, to remember Thy servant who hath been des-
ignated “Jim” in the realms of Thine eternity and the canopy
of Thy grandeur. Cause him then, O my God, to hearken unto
the holy melodies of Thy tender mercy, that they may draw
him away from himself and from whatsoever is not of Thee,
and attract him unto the dawning splendours of Thy love and
adoration. Potent art Thou to accomplish this through Thy
transcendent might.
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He is the All-Glorious.

At this hour, when the divine Dispensation hath been renewed
and made fresh, and Husayn of Eternity hath arisen from the
land of Ba, and with a small company, both young and old,
hath set forth—this is of that wont which aforetime was de-
creed for the near ones of God.

The people of the world have grievously erred, for they fondly
imagine that they can exterminate the Cause of God, that
they would be able to extinguish His effulgent light and put
out His heavenly lamps. Vain indeed are their imaginings. I
swear by the righteousness of God that the more they endeav-
our to quench His Light, the brighter will it shine, and the
more they strive to smother its flame, the fiercer will it burn.
God’s invincible Will far transcendeth their devices, and His
Purpose is supreme above all human desires, inasmuch as all
that is in the heavens and all that is on the earth have been
called into being through a single holy breeze—the Word of His
command—wafted from His presence, and all shall be brought
to naught through but one letter of His. From time immemo-
rial He hath been established upon the seat of His sovereignty,
and through eternity will He continue to occupy the inaccessi-
ble heights of His glory. Every created thing is impotent before
the evidences of His invincible might, and all beings fade into
utter nothingness when confronted with the revelation of His
awesome majesty.

The eyes of His loved ones have always wept sore, while His
enemies have rejoiced and made merry by reason of their heed-
lessness. However, that weeping was followed by a myriad
blessings and this jubilation by grievous retribution. Erelong
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the fruits of these two shall appear from the tree of His irrevo-
cable Decree. Therefore how justifiably proud must be the eye
which is worthy of shedding tears, and how great the felicity of
the neck that is fit to be ensnared in the noose of the Friend.

God willing, we shall remain steadfast and resolute in the
covenant which we pledged in that primordial and everlast-
ing realm, even though we be rejected by men and driven from
the land—as indeed we have been. Soon shall the world and
all that dwell therein pass away, and the people of God shall
enter the abiding pavilions. We are of God, and to Him shall
we return.

i And we hope that His honoured person may drink of this subtle

spring, and thus reckon all these seeming existences, which are
in truth but emptiness, as vanished; and behold the Sovereign
of Oneness as present, witnessed, manifest, and resplendent.
Wherefore, God willing, be ye joyous, and repose upon the
throne of glory.

And furthermore: we have dispatched Nasir to render service,
and have bidden him not to neglect attendance upon you.

BRL_FIRE BH#10x

JE S i gl ol (P g e LS
5 6 GoF 8 55 s 25t i

s:}/ Caw 92

5 b st e PR AR AT
TR Ty R R E 5| el
Qb sl 5 L ey glodd ofle
B BYaglys BL by L A sl 2

Oyerly oI B

Skl *aater () 5) Ol T S golsel
Lls s Ologdan &) e b 50 O e
Syt g 2mge |y o) Ollab g 5 &% 55240
WLl (g5l wlep aeSle b pls

S o8 s S s e

)Lﬁ) “:J}f Cnds "44")) \)J‘DL &Tﬁ.\_}
A Pl L s 51 8 glaniS
INBA71:063, BRL__DA+#540, NANU
SFI103.007, AKHA_124BE #02-03 p.d,
AKHA__133BE #17 p.a

BHO02427

To: Muhammad-Ali

Muhammad ‘Ali! He is the Mighty, the Beloved!

Then did the Dove of Separation sing forth from the City of
Eternity, and the Holy Spirit cried out between earth and
heaven: “Embark, O people of God, for this is what hath been
ordained for you in the preserved Tablets of holiness.” Then
did the Maiden of Parting raise her head from the chambers of
eternity and cry out: “Cast ashes upon your faces, O peoples
of the earth, for the Bird of Divine Identity hath willed to soar
away from your midst and return to the hallowed and mighty
Paradise. And thereby is joy lifted from among you, and if ye
rejoice in aught, by God, ye are then in a mighty veil, for were
the people of earth to become aware in less than a moment,
they would consume the dust from this grief which is mighty
in God’s sight.”
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Say: The Bird dwelt among you for successive years while ye
perceived Him not and were among the heedless, until He flew
from the branches and journeyed from the Sinai of the Spirit
to the Sheba of Holiness, and thereby were the hearts of the
knowing consumed. Say: O peoples of the earth! Since ye
were heedless of this, arise then with your spirits and hearken
to what He counseleth you at the time of parting. Lie not
upon your couches in slumber, differ not in God’s Cause, fear
no one, turn not to the faces of the satans. Rather, be at peace
through God’s mercy and grace, and place your trust in Him,
for this sufficeth you above all the worlds.

Beware lest ye be disturbed by anything or saddened by any
matter, even should the talons of the hateful ones seize you,
for God will aid you in all circumstances and will not neglect
you for less than a moment, and will raise you up in truth if ye

take counsel from what We have counseled you in this Tablet.

This is what He hath truly promised His sincere servants. Then
gather ye upon the truth and follow not those who have become
heedless of God’s remembrance, the Protector, the Mighty, the
Powerful. Beware lest ye forget one another or do what ye have
been forbidden in the mighty, resplendent Tablets. Then give
thanks to God, your Creator, morning and evening, for thus
have We commanded you in truth, and all in the Concourse
on high bear witness to you, as do the near-stationed angels.

Say: Those who have grasped the cord of God, the Protector,
the Wise, will never become heedless of Him, will never turn
to anyone else, and will grasp naught but God’s cord. This
is what We remind you of in this Tablet, that ye may not
be disturbed by anything or be touched by the harm of these
deluded ones. And the Spirit be upon you and upon those who
followed God’s decree in this time, and before this time, and
after this time.
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To: Siyyid, in K

O Lord of the Letter Kaf! He is the Mighty. These are the
verses of the Spirit sent down in truth that perchance the peo-
ple may become aware within themselves and then be guided
by His verses in the days of the Spirit.

Say: O people! The Hour hath come in truth, the Dove hath
warbled, the Cock of the Throne hath crowed, and God hath
come with the Manifestation of His Self in the shadows of
clouds, while the believers rejoice in the gladness of nearness.
Yet ye have not become aware of any of this, and have taken
lords for yourselves besides God, and have turned away from
the Beauty of the Mighty, the Beloved. Therefore hearken unto
My words and turn toward the Sanctuary of Beauty; then deny
not, through God’s favor, His Most Great Remembrance. This
is better for you than all that ye witness and know in the king-
dom.

The world and all that is therein shall perish, and ye shall
return to the seat of a mighty, self-subsisting Sovereign, and
shall be questioned concerning what ye acquired in your vain
days, and shall be recompensed for what ye have earned or will
earn. Nothing shall profit you, no soul shall show you mercy,
none shall deliver you, and all shall tremble at the might of the
Cause. Have mercy upon yourselves and make up for what ye
have neglected in regard to God; then ponder His Cause. And
thou thyself bear witness that there is no God but Him, the
King, the Powerful, the Self-Subsisting.

And if thou hearest of My departure from that land, be not
grieved or troubled, for therein lie mysteries that none can
comprehend save those who perceive with the eye of God in
His Cause. Then know that We have spent all that We had and
all that was due Us in the ways of God, the Mighty, the Praised.
I fear no one, and We shall fulfill what We covenanted in the
realm of pre-existence, did ye but know. And thou, strive with
thy soul to be as We were, that the whisperings of Satan may
not cause thee to slip from thy Lord’s Cause, and that thou
mayest return with the lights of might to the fields of unity.

We thank God for what hath befallen Us before and what shall
befall Us hereafter. We are all His servants and unto Him do
we all return. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon God’s
sincere servants. 152
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Say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst warble upon the branches
of the Tree of Thy Lordship, to send down upon me of every
good its completion, of every grace its perfection, and of every
remembrance its greatest. Then, O my God, set right my
affairs in this world and the next. Verily Thou art powerful
over all things.
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He is the Mighty! We have read thy letter and understood
what was therein. Know thou that We desire for the servants
naught save that which is better for them than whatsoever the
sun shineth upon. We have made clear unto them that which
draweth them nigh unto God and detacheth them from all else.
Moreover, no one hath need of aught else.

Beware lest ye divide the religion of God and His Word, and
be ye steadfast in all that ye have been commanded through
the gems of knowledge and wisdom. Then detach yourselves
from all else and turn with your entire being unto His Beauty.
By God! We have loved you before and We love you now, and
We counsel you to fear God Who created you and sustained
you with the good things of His provision and caused you to
know the Manifestation of His Self and sent down unto you
that which hath made you independent of all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Therefore give thanks unto Him with
your hearts and remember Him with your tongues.

Beware lest ye go astray after God and His signs, and follow
not every ignorant multitude, nor pursue those who have taken
their idle fancies as lords beside God. Be ye pure in heart
before God such that your feet slip not and your souls be not
troubled. By God! Whoso hath taken the covenant from his
Lord will accept no covenant from any other, and whoso hath
turned unto Him will turn unto none else.

Moreover, I counsel you, O loved ones of God, to be patient in
this most great terror and to be forbearing in this tribulation,
and to be as fire amidst the wicked and as light amidst the
righteous. Further do I counsel you not to spread corruption
in the earth and to be God’s trusted ones among His servants,
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such that the signs of sanctity may appear from your faces and
the lights of detachment from your temples.

By God! The world and its ornaments and embellishments
shall pass away, and naught thereof shall profit you. And
whoso is not adorned with the attributes of God shall not be

reckoned as His own - this is a truth in which there is no doubt.

Whoso maketh mention of aught else shall not succeed in His
remembrance, and whoso drinketh the love of any other shall
not attain unto the love of his Lord.

Therefore strive within yourselves to reach such station in your
love that ye move not save by His leave, nor turn save unto the
paths of His good-pleasure, nor speak save that which ye are
commanded in His Book. Thus did We counsel you before and
thus do We counsel you at this time of separation from the
shores of Iraq. And I take God and His loved ones as witnesses
that I have left no counsel unspoken and have explained all
that I was commanded by God, the All-Knowing.
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To: Husayn (Harful-Hubb), in Kaf
He is the Mighty, the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting ¢ );25\ :}\ 2 e

These are the verses of the Tablet, sent down in truth for a
people who understand. Therein is healing for the breasts of
those who have believed in God and who place their trust in
their Lord. It is verily a remembrance from Us, and a guidance
and reminder for a people who fear God.

O Letter of Love! Bear thou witness within thyself that there
is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved. He
hath created all things for the knowledge of His Self and the
Manifestations of His Cause, and this hath been ordained in
truth for what was and what will be.

In every age He hath sent forth a Messenger through His grace
to remind men of the days of God and guide them to the path of
glory and love. Then hath He sent down tribulations, trials and
afflictions, both hidden and manifest, that He might thereby
separate between light and darkness. This is among the ways
that have proceeded from God, the Protector, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.
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By God! Were He not looking to this station, He would subdue
all who are in the heavens and earth through a single word from
His presence, and this is a known truth. Thus understand thou
the Cause, then be thou at peace within thyself and be of those
who show patience in times of hardship.

Know thou that thou hast been mentioned in the Book by the
Pen of God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Beloved. Soon will
thy name be raised up in truth among the Concourse on High,
and the dove of longing in thy breast will be stilled, for He
is God, the King, the Mighty, the All-Praised. It behooveth
thee to thank God, thy Lord, in thy heart and remember Him
in thy soul and spirit, and to be among those who rejoice in
God’s gladness.

When thou hearest the Bird of Eternity hath flown to the King-
dom of the divine cloud, grieve not within thyself but place thy
trust in God, for in Him do the detached ones place their trust.
In this there is wisdom none knoweth save God, and ye shall
come to know it when the mysteries are unveiled and the Cock
of the Throne crieth out.

This is what hath been inscribed by the Pen of Creation on
a preserved holy tablet. Thus have We cast upon thee the
word of truth and revealed unto thee this Tablet at whose
comprehension the learned are bewildered. And the Spirit be
upon thee and upon those who soar in the heaven of love.
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To: Mirza Aqa

O Mirza Aqa! Glory be to God for this hour and time when the
essence of light has donned the garment of birds that perchance
it may enter the paradise of the love of the Divine Identity and
alight upon the branches of the tree of faithfulness and the
boughs of the Lote-Tree of eternity.

And the pristine being has put on the veil of limitations that
it may become a messenger from the cloud of love and find its
way to the Sheba of divine love, that it may partake and receive
its portion of the overwhelming ecstasy and the attractions of
longing.
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And the holy form has accepted the mantle of the morning
breeze that perchance it may enter from the chambers of the
city and waft over the hair of majesty and the face of the
Beloved’s beauty, that through association and communion
with Him it may acquire the fragrances of the camphor of ra-
diance and the perfume of eternity.

And the divine form has become the bearer of the luminous
robe of the lamp that it may be ignited and kindled in those
abodes before the Beloved. And the mighty ocean has become
like a river that perchance it may flow and course through that
paradise.

Glory be to God! What a holy gathering has been raised up
and what a delightful feast has been spread! All the cherubim
of the Supreme Concourse have erased and effaced from their
hearts the holy stations of nearness to the most glorious hori-
zon and the Lote-Tree of the Uttermost Boundary, and have
detached and sanctified the ears of their inner consciousness
from the melodies of the Dove of the Throne and the war-
bling of the Divine Spirit’s might, that they may enter that
station and be honored and glorified by whatsoever exists in
that realm.

But this is a grace that appeareth from the hidden mysteries
of the Cause unto whomsoever He willeth. Thus doth He give
as He pleaseth and spend as He pleaseth. Verily He is powerful
over whatsoever He willeth, and verily He is the All-Powerful,
the Best-Beloved.

In these days when the birds of the cloud of being have gathered
and formed ranks in the heaven of manifestation, the hoopoe
of attraction’s sovereignty has taken flight from the heaven of
mighty glory and turned from the eternal East to the eternal
West, that it may bring tidings from the city of the Divine
Identity of love. Remember thou Isma'’il.
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To: People of the Bayan

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the verses in truth for
people who know. There is no God but Him. His is the cre-
ation and the command, and all are created by His command.
Say: They who have attained unto the presence of this Servant,
these shall return unto God their Lord. And they who have
not attained, these are they who are far removed.

Say: O people! The Dove of Eternity hath taken flight from
the shores of Iraq, if ye be of them that know. And then the
breezes of separation blow upon all the servants, if ye be of
them that understand. And ye, O concourse of the earth, were
heedless of this union which God had ordained for you, and
were among the negligent.

But when the Bird took flight from the Branch, then did ye
recognize how ye had failed in your duty toward this Servant
Who believed in God, the Living, the Self-Subsisting, and Who
turned not to anyone in the kingdom but was wholly turned
toward God, the Mighty, the Beloved. And thus hath passed
from you that which ye do not now comprehend. But ye shall
understand hereafter, if God should will and desire - there is
no God but Him, the Powerful, the Dominant, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.

And ye, O people of the Bayan, hear My call at this moment
and then know Me. Take heed of My counsel and beware lest
ye transgress. When ye hear that the Servant hath migrated
unto God, be ye not then disturbed nor grieve at anything, but
be patient and be not of them who are impatient. Say: Verily
We have loved you in truth and We love to be with you, but
this is what God hath decreed for Us in a preserved Tablet.
And He hath not willed that any should be with Me save a
few numbered souls. Therefore be content with God’s good-
pleasure and transgress not His command. This is better for
you than all that ye desire or love.

5 Then I remind you not to be heedless of the remembrance of

God in any matter, but to walk in His good-pleasure. And
seek not from Him save what He hath ordained for you, for He
knoweth you better than your own selves, and this is a manifest
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truth. So rest ye in your places and put your trust in Him, if
ye be of them that know.

INBA71:059, MUH3.269dx

BHO03204

To: Unknown, in Nayriz

In the Name of Him Who is the Herald!

The Herald of the Cloud of the Divine Throne, adorned in the
robe of sublime glory of the realm of oneness, hath journeyed
from the unseen realm of eternal subsistence in the City of
Faithfulness toward the Egypt of the divine beauty in the Sinai
of love. Through its fragrance, the divine perfumes and holy
celestial scents have perfumed and adorned the atmosphere of
sacred divine existence. It seems the heavenly Kawthar of the
All-Merciful and the pure water of the absolute Paradise have
been perfumed by this enchanting fragrance.

Crystal goblets are in the hand of the Cupbearer of eternity
and ruby cups in the hand of the sanctified Countenance, while
from every direction they seek crimson wine and incomparable,
sweet, pure water - to see who shall receive a portion and
who shall gain a share, that He may illumine with this radiant
garment the divine eye of insight which is reflected therein, and
with this hidden wine of oneness may He quench the heart’s
thirst, that without mentioning names it may mention names,
and without describing attributes it may describe attributes.

Glory be to God for the wondrous comprehensive divine wis-
dom and the radiant all-encompassing power of the realm of
oneness, whereby all created things are bewildered by a sin-
gle letter thereof and all contingent things are intoxicated and
senseless from its melody. Indeed, this wine of the eternal
morn requireth a vessel of light, and this pure honey of the
everlasting dawn needeth a cup of crystal camphor, that the
apple of the eye of the holy temples and beauty may drink
of this incomparable water of life and thereafter become the
cupbearer at the divine banquet and the lordly gathering.

5 In these days when the birds of the realm of existence have
gathered and formed ranks in the heaven of manifestation, the
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hoopoe of divine attraction hath taken flight from the atmo-
sphere of mighty power and turned from the eternal East to the
everlasting West, that it may hear what it will from the holy
Beauty and the intimate Countenance in the City of Divine
Identity and Love, and what tidings it may bring.

i Clothe and honor with the radiant silk robe of glorification

whomsoever thou pleasest. And the Spirit be upon you all.
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He is the Mighty, the Beloved! This is a Book which hath been
sent down in truth through a holy and gentle tongue. Whoso
readeth it becometh lightened of the weight of earth and all
that is therein, and soareth unto a heaven of sublime glory
wherein nothing shall prevent his ascent to the vicinity of a
mighty Throne. Through it are the souls of them that are nigh
drawn unto a seat of wondrous Name, and the hearts of the
sincere are severed from all hostile limitations. Say: By God,
these are verses which give sustenance to all created things
from the table of nearness to the Eternal, and bestow upon all
beings from the grace of union with the One.

Say: This indeed is Husayn in truth, unto whom are attracted
the spirits of all worlds. And when the Spirit desireth to depart
from bodies, the temples of existence quake - then hearken unto
the cry of the people of earth, for this is from the terror of a
Day which was decreed as inevitable.

Say: The Spirit at that time departeth from Iraq and turneth
toward a western direction. Thereat do the heavens and earth
weep every morn and eve, and the tears of the mystics flow
upon radiant crimson cheeks, and the Maidens in their cham-
bers strike their heads with hands white and dyed. Among
the people are those who are heedless of this, and those whose
tears flow ceaselessly in separation, and those who rejoice at
this, and those who are consumed by this fire.

Say: O concourse of earth! Rejoice not at this, but rather weep
for what hath passed you by of the holy breezes of union. Say:
The earth hath borne the burden of this greatest terror, and
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soon shall it give birth to its load. Then shall ye flee to the
right and find no friend for yourselves, and run to the left and
find no helper for your beings.

Thus do We cast upon thee gentle holy words, hidden verses
of might, and manifest tokens of attraction, that thou mayest
remind the people in days wherein the Holy Spirit speaketh
upon the branches of the Lote-Tree of supreme glory. And the
Spirit be upon you, O concourse of loved ones, every morn and
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He is the Mighty! a4 e

O servant! Hear My call and be not of them that are disturbed
in the Cause and are among the lost. I counsel thee to fear
God Who created thee by His command and made thee to be
of the guided ones. Be patient in all that hath befallen Us and
be not dismayed by anything. Therefore, be patient in thyself
and be of the patient ones.

Say: Verily in the flight of this Bird there are signs for them
that are discerning. Say: It hath taken wing from the branch
of Iraq, and in its flight ye shall witness signs of tranquility, if
ye be of them that know.

Say: O people of hatred! Die in your wrath and rejoice not in
what hath befallen Us, and be not of them that make merry.
For what hath befallen Us is of God’s way that was foreor-
dained for His near servants. Say: God will soon turn your joy
to grief, and this is what the All-Merciful, the Compassionate,
hath prescribed for Himself. Thus do We impart unto thee
that which shall make thee independent of all who dwell in the
kingdom.

Know thou that after Me the Samiri will bray, whereupon ye
shall not turn toward him nor be of them that approach. And
the Baal will stir within herself and arise to practice deceit
among you, whereupon ye shall turn away from her and be not
of them that make mention. Remember God within yourselves,
and put your trust in Him, for in Him do His sincere servants
place their trust.

Say: We were with you and shall be among you, if ye be of
them that know. And ye shall behold the beauty of the Cause
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O people of the Bayan! Hear My call at the time of departure
from the shore of Iraq, and be not of the heedless ones. Be still
within yourselves, then find tranquility in the mercy of God,
the Mighty, the Merciful. Soon there shall reach you an august
missive from One Who is All-Wise, All-Informed. Thus have
We taught thee the ways of knowledge and inspired thee with
that which shall guard thee from the darts of the evil ones.
And the Spirit be upon thee and upon the patient servants of
God.
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To: Muhammad

He is the Mighty! These are the verses of the Spirit which have
been sent down upon the Pen of Eternity from God, the FEx-
alted, the All-Wise. Therein is that which causeth the hearts
of them that circle round the Throne to take flight.

And thou, O Muhammad, hearken unto that which is revealed
unto thee from this hallowed and luminous Quarter, that there
is none other God but Him, the Exalted, the Mighty, the All-
Knowing. There hath been decreed for them that are nigh
unto God that which causeth the hearts of the sincere ones to
tremble. Be thou assured by that which We have cast upon
thee of the Spirit, and fear thou no one. Put thy trust in God,
the Mighty, the Powerful. He will guard thee by His command
and protect thee by His grace from these wrongdoers.

Then know thou and be certain that all who are in the heavens
and on earth are, in God’s sight, as but a handful of clay. He
doeth what He willeth by His command, as He did in truth
while ye were witnesses. He will do what He desireth by His
wisdom and seize these idolaters by His might. Nothing hath
delayed this save that which hath preceded it in knowledge in
a preserved Book which none hath comprehended save God,
the Single, the Most Exalted, the Mighty, the Beautiful.

And when thou hearest that the Lamp of Hijaz hath left the
Niche of Iraq, grieve not, for therein lie mighty secrets. It
will shine resplendently within another globe, as predestined
by Him who is the Omnipotent, the Ancient of Days. Through
this God’s Cause shall be exalted in the Word of God, and
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thereby shall the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Exalted, be
upraised.

5 Say: This servant feareth no one, even should all the kings of
the earth and all who are behind them rise up against Him, for
We desire for Ourselves naught save what God desired for Us
before the creation of the heavens and earth. He who desireth
God will desire naught else besides Him and will fear none
other than Him. Our deeds bear witness to this, and beyond
them these verses, the understanding of which bewildereth the
minds of the mystics. Erelong will ye behold this Divine Youth
riding upon the steed of victory. Then will the hearts of the

sk gy el e Ol ) ) s 31 5
NN s oo 02 S 4
L sl Lo V) LY b)) e LY cnmd
W) shl e s Gyl Olseddl G 43
uﬁ-’—‘e%g°ﬁ9‘¢‘%d:“ﬁ-&xd
o8 Jad @ SV ads L2y e 5 L)
oA s Opud C2pud bW e L2 e
Cf d T3 el Gl e K1 AV

envious be seized with trembling. Yov Cpall
GPB.145x2x INBA71:049a, MUH3.268bx
BHO03559

He is the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting! This is a Book
which speaketh with truth, and in it is that which causeth tears
to flow from the eyes of them that are nigh unto God. Verily it
is a revelation sent down through grace from God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing.

And therein is set forth that point of sorrow whereby the hearts
of the lovers were consumed, and by reason of which the leaves
were severed from the trees and the faces of the mystics turned
pale, and the breezes of the spirit were withheld from the par-
adise of eternity, and then the holy fragrances were cut off
from the hearts of the Messengers, for therein is mentioned
that which causeth the winds of separation to blow upon the
temples of all beings.

And therein hath the nightingale of separation warbled in the
region of Iraq with such a melody that thereby were the pillars
of the Word scattered and the realities of the Concourse on
high were separated. Say: The Bird of Oneness hath flown
from branch to another branch, and thereby are the spirits of
the lovers brought to naught. Say: The Holy Nightingale hath
winged its flight unto the paradise of transcendent glory. By
God! The temples of the people of eternity have donned the
garments of separation, inasmuch as the Dove of Constancy
hath ascended from the region of Iraq, and this is a strange
SOITOW.

Say: O people of the earth! Ye have been heedless of that which
God hath graciously bestowed upon you, and thus have ye
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remained in manifest error. Say: Now hath the heavenly table
been withdrawn from your midst, and this is an abasement
unto all created things. Therefore take ye cognizance within
yourselves and fear God, your Creator, then have mercy upon
your souls and be not of the heedless ones.

Arise to redress what ye have missed and make good wherein ye
have been negligent, and turn unto God, the Mighty, the Gen-
erous. Then be patient and grieve not at the separation, and
be content with what hath been ordained for you by the All-
Wise, the All-Knowing. For He is more knowing of all things
and ordaineth the measures of the Cause, and this is what hath
been decreed in the preserved Tablets of might. Then gather
ye together in the Cause and be as mountains in the Cause
of God, such that your feet shall not slip upon the path even
should all who are in the kingdoms of creation combine against
you.
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To: Hasan, in Isfahan

Hasan in Sad, He is the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. This is
a Book which speaks with truth, and in it is that which guides
people to a wondrous spring, and in it are detailed the gems of
knowledge from the presence of One mighty and powerful, and
in it are mentioned the signs of separation on the day when
the Dove of the Cause shall wing its flight from the branch of
Iraq to the holy and luminous Ridvan. And thereby shall the
breezes of the Spirit be cut off from the direction of the hori-
zons, and the pillars of the concourse of the exalted ones shall
be shaken. But grieve not at this, O concourse of the Spirit,
and trust in God, the True King, the Certain One, for in this
lies concealed the wisdom of God, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the All-Wise.

Say: O people of the Bayan, place your trust in God in all
matters, then walk in Our footsteps in such wise that your
feet slip not from the Cause, and let not the standards of the
ungodly frighten you. God shall soon raise up the standards
of victory and aid His servants, they who believe in His unity.

And as for what thou hast asked concerning what is mentioned
in the Tablets about the jinn - yea, it is the truth, and We are
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of those who are certain of it. However, this name has diverse
applications, if ye be of those who understand. Among them,
it is applied to men who are like lightning in the days of God,
such that they pass by all who are in the heavens and the earth
in less than a moment, and for this reason is this name applied
to them, if ye be of those who know. Similarly, know thou
that in all the worlds of God this name and what is named
thereby is according to what befits it, and this is what hath
been ordained by God, the Exalted, the Great.

And now, since We are a traveler unto God, We have sufficed
with what We have imparted unto thee in truth, that thou
mayest be of those who are certain. And verily, that which the
people speak of is pure falsehood, and what hath been detailed
from God is the truth, and We are among those who bear
witness. And the Spirit and glory be upon you, O concourse
of the sincere ones.
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He is the Mighty! Hearken unto the call of the Beloved at the
time when He turned towards the distant realms of exile and
was wronged by the swine of oppression until they drove Him
from His holy homeland.

Say: O concourse of the loved ones! Differ not concerning
Him Who was in truth exalted. Spread not corruption in the
land, follow not the Samiri within yourselves, nor pursue any
accursed calf. Thus do We impart unto you that which shall
protect you from all those who would lead astray.

3 And do thou remember Husayn within thy soul every morn
and eve. Then remember this Exile upon Whom from all di-
rections have rained down the showers of tribulations - this
was ordained in the mighty, impregnable scrolls.

Say: By God! This is Husayn Who hath appeared among you
in truth with a holy and wondrous beauty, with mighty signs of
attraction, with delicate melodies of the spirit, and with sweet
strains of love - yet ye recognized not His worth, nor hearkened
to His melodies, nor perceived His beauty, nor attained unto
the radiant beauty of His light. Therefore, when ye denied
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God’s favor, it was lifted from your midst - this from God’s
chastisement, for He is indeed knowing of all things.

By God! Ye shall cry out within yourselves and exclaim in
your own beings, saying: “Alas for us, for what we neglected
regarding the glorious and luminous Beauty, the very dust of
Whose sandals was visited by the dwellers of the realm of might,
and all the people of Paradise attained unto His presence!” But
nothing shall profit them after this, for God is indeed aware of
all things.

i Grieve thou not over anything, nor be thou troubled by any

matter. God will surely reckon with thee in truth, and He is
your Guardian. We shall inform thee of what hath befallen Us,
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BHO04444

To: Rida

He is the Almighty! BT RN

God hath spoken in the tree of separation: Be patient for me, uL>‘Y\ Lf.\ Lol @l & & al §3

O friends! RYAR

Beware that ye be not careless of Our loving remembrance in v;LL kL) r—‘ LSS e Laxs Y ol ?C\

Our days. Say: The Beauty of the Spirit is withdrawn, on
account of which all eyes have wept and all hearts have burned

up.

O Rida! Remember My days and My notes and the sweet
melodies of the Glory of the Beloved, and reflect upon the
days of the Spirit; how He appeared and stayed amongst you
for a number of years. Watch over thyself, and over all those
who are in thy house, both men and women.

Know verily that We have made this Tablet as a garment for
thyself, from which thou mayest inhale the fragrances of the
Lord, the Beloved, the Almighty. We have sent to you from
this garment the fragrances of Bounty upon all who entered
into the Robe of existence. Happy is the man who hath been
exposed to it and who hath been turned thereby towards the
Egypt of invisible Might.
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Whoso reciteth this Tablet with the love of the Lord in his heart
will witness in his dreams whatever he hath desired of reunion
with God, the Almighty, the Beloved. Thus have we favored
thee, once again, that thou mayest be satisfied of Me and of
thyself in these days which the near ones have not attained.

Call thou to our remembrance they who have dwelt in thy
house, so that the Love of God may be created amongst them
and amongst those who have gathered for the Cause of God,
and be kind to her whom God hath related to the one who has
pioneered with His servant. This is the truth whereunto We
have admonished you, if ye be of those that comprehend.

May the Spirit be upon you and upon those who have put their
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BH04940

To: Husayn, in Isfahan

He is the Most High, the Great, the Exalted Jldl (S :},J\ »

When the Bird of Captivity calls out from the direction of
Iraq and sings the verses of separation, thereby are the hearts
of those who are nigh unto God disturbed. Yet you should not
be disturbed by any matter, nor be dismayed by this dismay
which causes the tears of the mystics to flow. This is what We
had informed you of before in preserved holy Tablets. There-
fore put your trust in God in all matters, for in Him do His
sincere servants place their trust. Soon will God bring about
His Cause and make manifest His command and establish His
proof. There is no God but Him. All were created by a word
from His presence, and all are in fear of His awe.

Know then that with God you have a great station, and soon
will your name be elevated through His grace among the con-
course of the exalted ones. This was inscribed by a luminous
holy Finger. Beware, beware lest you forget God’s favor upon
you, and grieve not over the world and its constraints. Rather,
rejoice in the joy of God, the Most High, the Most Great. And
when you hear that the Bird of Holiness has flown from one
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branch to another, grieve not within yourself nor be of the dis-
turbed ones. Be content with what God has decreed for us,
then be patient and be of the patient ones. And remind those
who are around you, for this is indeed a beautiful permission.
And the Spirit be upon you and upon those who are attracted
by the melody of God, the King, the Exalted, the Mighty, the
Powerful.
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He is the Mighty, the Conquering, the Bestowing!

A mention of the Leaf of Paradise in the Tree of Separation.
God, there is no God but Him! He hath ordained in these days
for His chosen ones that which hath caused the faces of all the
dwellers of Paradise to turn pale. O chosen ones of God! Let
not the oppression of these wretched ones grieve you. Put your
trust in God - verily He is your Guardian, and He sufficeth you
against all who are in the heavens and on earth. He will raise
up your names in truth to an exalted sanctuary. Soon will
your faces shine like the sun at its meridian, and the Dove of
the Cause will warble: “Prostrate yourselves, O people of the
earth, before these faces that have shown humility before God,
their Lord, from all eternity.” Thus doth God bestow His grace
upon whomsoever He willeth of His creation, and aid those who
have been humble before Him and turned unto Him.

Verily those who rejoice at the departure of these servants from
that land have no awareness within themselves. Say: God will
soon turn your joy to grief, and will visit upon you an evil day
that shall truly be barren. By God! Were ye to perceive within
yourselves, ye would weep with the weeping of the bereaved
for this Sun that hath vanished from you, which had been
illumined with the light of God. Thus do We reveal unto you
the mysteries of the Cause and cast upon you that which will
make you independent of all the worlds. Whoso willeth, let
him believe, and whoso willeth, let him deny. Verily God is
independent of all the worlds. And glory and splendor rest
upon you and upon the emigrants, morning and evening.
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To: Husayn, in Isfahan

He is the Mighty, the Best-Beloved in the heavens and on earth

> This is a Book We have sent down in truth unto a people who
understand. Verily there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the
Self-Subsisting.

His is the Command and the Creation. He doeth what He
willeth through His word “Be” and it is. None can gainsay His
command. Through the sovereignty of His Will, He ordaineth
whatsoever He hath decreed, and He, verily, is the Mighty,
the Best-Beloved. He exalteth His Cause through His eternal
designs, and this is what hath been inscribed in a Preserved
Book. Among these is the departure of this Servant from this
land, did ye but know it. Say: In this departure are signs that
none shall comprehend save God, the Mighty, the Powerful,
the All-Praised. God shall soon make manifest that which
hath been concealed from the eyes of them that are veiled, and
the Herald of the Spirit shall cry out in the midst of heaven,
saying: This is the Day whereon God shall establish Himself
upon the throne of victory and seize them that have tyrannized
upon the earth - and this is a truth well-known.

O people of the Bayan! Grieve not at this, but put your trust
in God, if ye be of them that know. Say: The breezes of might
shall waft, and God’s Cause shall be made manifest in truth,
and all shall hasten unto Him. Thus do We impart unto you
that which shall tranquilize your hearts, that ye may be of
them that are well-assured. The Spirit and the light and the
glory be upon you, O concourse of the sincere ones!
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To: Habib

In the Name of my Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

Say: This is a chalice filled with the mercy of God; drink ye
of it, O people of the Bayan! Say: This is a cup wherein surge
the mysteries of God’s hidden secret; draw ye nigh unto it, O
people of certitude! Say: This is the Lote-Tree wherein burneth
the Fire of God; hasten ye unto it, O people of glory! Say:
This is the Lamp of holiness, kindled by the love of God; be ye
illumined by it, O companions of the All-Merciful! Say: This is
the Sun which hath dawned from the horizon of God’s beauty;
turn ye towards it, O ye who are beloved! Say: This verily is a
Remembrance that remindeth you of the remembrance of God;
remember ye Him, O ye companions! Say: This is the breeze
of Paradise, wafting from the holy Ridvan from the direction of
God’s loving-kindness; hasten ye unto it, O people of eternity,
then O people of faithfulness! Say: This is a bounty that hath
yielded fruit from the Tree of the Spirit in the shade of the City
of God; seek ye after it, O ye that dwell in earth and heaven!

Thus have We taught you the ways of holiness and shown you
the paths of glory, and instructed you in the stations of unity,
and cast upon you the words of detachment, that perchance
thereby the fire may be kindled in the hearts of them that
burn not with the heat of the love of God. And the spirit, and
the glory, and the holiness, and the presence be upon you, O
people of earth, if ye soar on the wings of the Cause toward
this heaven.
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To: Bagum Khanum Qazvini

He is God, exalted be His might and glorified be His grandeur!

At a time when the heavens of love have been upraised, and the
sun of affection hath dawned from the dayspring of the morn of
fidelity, and the moon of loving-kindness hath appeared from
the horizon of friendship, and the stars of grace shine forth
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from the dawning-place of bounty, and crimson-faced beauties
with cups of faithful wine are singing, and white-faced maidens
with goblets of pure milk move in circles melodiously, and the
maidens of the paradise of intimacy in the pavilions of holi-
ness warble with verses of attraction, and the beauties of the
Throne of meeting in the garden of eternity chant with the
Most Glorious letters, and the dove of loving-kindness upon
the branches of the tree of divine authority is joyous, and the
nightingale of the divine lote-tree upon the twigs of the tree
of oneness is in song and ecstasy, and the divine fire from the
tree of Sinai in the land of joy through verses of attraction
is praised and celebrated, and the light of the Eternal from
the Lote Tree of camphor upon the Throne of manifestation
through melodies of resurrection is renowned - blessed are ye
and joy be unto you and unto whosoever hath entered into
your love and drunk from the cups of your affection and the
goblets of your attraction.

Therefore give thanks unto God, your Lord and your Beloved,
and turn not unto any other than Him, and be of those who
prostrate themselves before His countenance.

And praise be to God, the Lord of all worlds.
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To: Kazim in Sad, in Isfahan
He is the Almighty a2 e

2 Blessed is He Who hath ordained for those near unto Him to

drink from the chalices of mighty tribulation, and Who hath
purchased from the believers their souls in exchange for the
manifestation of a clear Name. Thus hath His way ever been
O people of God! Grieve not for
what hath befallen Us in this great calamity, for God shall soon
requite His servants with truth and raise up His Cause above
all who dwell in the kingdom of command and creation. This is
what the All-Bountiful, the Ancient of Days, hath prescribed
for Himself. Say: O people! Would ye banish a man for saying
‘My Lord is God,” when he hath come to you with a clear proof
that all who are in the heavens and earth are powerless to
produce? Yet ye answered him not concerning his Cause and

with His sincere servants.
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remained heedless of him until he departed from your lands
with profound sorrow. By this were consumed the hearts of
the pure maidens in their lofty chambers, and the eyes of the
denizens of Paradise wept morn and eve. Yet do We thank God,
Our Beloved, for all that hath befallen Us of wondrous and
impregnable tribulations. And glory be upon you, O trusted
ones of God, for your patience in the path of God, the Bestower,
the Gracious.
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He is the Most High, the Mighty, the Beautiful

Say: O people of the Bayan! Hear ye My call at the time when
the Bird of Oneness hath soared into the atmosphere of holy
and luminous sanctity, then detached itself from all who are in
the heavens and on earth.

Say: By God! Ye recognized not this divine, eternal, and ever-
lasting Bird until it took flight into the atmosphere of mighty
exaltation. And thereby were the hands of the ungodly and the
believers cut off from this holy and mighty hem. Had ye been
among those who truly know, the Face of God, the Most High,
the Great, would not have been hidden from you. Therefore
it behooveth you not to differ in the Cause of God. Then call
upon Him in your inmost hearts, that perchance there may re-
turn unto you that which hath departed from your midst. And
verily He is the All-Knowing, possessed of grace.

This is what the tongue of wisdom counseleth you at the time
when the breezes of separation blow from every direction, from
the presence of One mighty and powerful. Say: In the flight
of this Bird there are signs for them that know, and it guideth
all, through this detachment, unto the precincts of a mighty
nearness. And the Spirit and Glory rest upon him who is
steadfast in the Cause of God, the Mighty, the Merciful.
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BHO07501

To: Rahim (Harf-i-Taslim)

He is the Almighty, the All-Knowing

O Letter of Submission, hear My call and be not of the patient
ones. Do not grieve over anything but trust in God, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing. Then know that We loved you before as We
love you now, and We mentioned you in a beautiful Tablet
that you might find tranquility in your soul and be among
those firm in love. Then know that after My departure the
idol of rancor will stir and the Baal of hatred will roar and the
calf of the liars will cry out. You must therefore be discerning
within yourself and guard the Cause of your Lord, the Mighty,
the Generous. Then remind the servants and fear no one, and
be of those who remember. We have commanded you thus
that perchance the people will not differ regarding the Cause
of God, the Mighty, the Luminous. Then guard yourself and
speak with wisdom, and this is better for you and for the Cause
of God, the Powerful, the Omnipotent. And the Spirit be upon
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Unto Him Who is the Ever-Living, the Self-Subsisting Sr };il\ g}i

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou knowest that all the
servants have united to humiliate me, and Thou hast strength-
ened them in what they desire. All those who slumber have
gathered to banish me, and Thou hast empowered them to do
what they love.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for what they do, for all
they have done was naught but Thy deed, and all they have
wrought was naught but by Thy command. Glorified art Thou,
O my God! Wouldst Thou cast out him whom all the ser-
vants have cast out, or banish him whom they have banished
from every land? Though my sin be greater than can be for-
given, yet Thy forgiveness surpasseth all reckoning. Though
my transgression be more manifest than can be concealed, yet
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Thy loving-kindness is greater than can be extinguished. Glori-
fied art Thou! Glorified art Thou! Verily, I have been the first
of sinners and the last of penitents. And shower Thy blessings
upon the Mystery of the Cloud, the Point of Light, the Beloved
of the mystics.
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To: Karim

He is the Mighty, the All-Glorious

Hearken unto the call of Him Who summoneth thee at this time
when the breezes of separation blow from the direction of Iraq,
and the nightingales of yearning warble, and the believers are
in great sorrow, while thou art not grieved by anything. Put
thy trust in God, the King, the Mighty, the Powerful. Then
remember the servants with the most excellent remembrance,
then gather them together unto the Cause of thy Lord, and be
thou of the thankful. Say: O people of the Bayan! Hearken
unto My call, then put your trust in God, the Powerful, the
Supreme, the Mighty. God will assuredly exalt His Cause in
truth and aid His oppressed servants, and the light shall appear
from the dawning-place of nearness, whereby the foundations
of the idolaters shall be demolished. Be thou assured through
thy Lord’s grace and fear not anyone, even should the hyp-
ocrites all unite against thee, for God will suffice thee against
them and against all who are in the heavens and on earth.
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To: Jim in Sad, in Isfahan

In the Name of the Most Mighty, He is the All-Glorious a2 e

> This is a Book which speaks with truth and makes mention
of the people in this Day wherein the Nightingale of Iraq cries
out with a wondrous lamentation, and counsels His loved ones
to remember God, the All-Subduing, the Mighty, the Powerful.
Therefore, O ye luminous concourse, grieve not over anything,
nor over all that hath befallen Us at the hands of the company
of the idolaters, for We have offered up Our spirit in the days
of God ere the creation of the heavens and the earth. And ye,
strive within your own selves and souls to follow the Cause of
God and to be numbered among the strivers, that the lights of
guidance may shine forth unto you from a holy and luminous
dawn.
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To: Aga Mihdi

He is the Ever-Living

The Holy Spirit is watchful and the Spirit of companionship
waiting expectantly - when will the melody of light be men-
tioned and the drumbeat of manifestation become renowned?
When will the countenance of the letter Ha without garment
unveil itself and the face of the letter Ba without veil reveal
its mystery? So that the mighty throne may quiver and the
ancient seat be filled with delight. And peace be upon you.
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Lawh-i-Bulbulu’l-Firaq (Tablet of the Nightingale of Bereavement)

The nightingale of separation, perched upon the bough of hori-
zons, calleth aloud: “This is the hour of severance, O concourse
of longing!”

And the bird of fidelity chanteth upon the Tree of Eternity:
“This is the hour of severance, O concourse of longing!”

And the dove of exile warbleth upon the branches of the Lote-
Tree of parting, proclaiming: “Severance hath come, O con-
course of longing!”

Say: The season of union is ended, and the decree of division
hath descended from behind the veils of destiny; and this is
the hour of severance, O concourse of longing!

Tears have streamed from the eyes of the denizens of abiding-
ness in the Concourse on high, at this separation—O concourse
of longing!

The breezes of joy have been cut off from the Ridvan of splen-
dor by this separation—O concourse of longing!

By God! the faces of the inmates of the lofty chambers have
paled through this separation, and the ease of all things betwixt
earth and heaven hath been changed—O concourse of longing!

The houris shall stain their eyelids with the blood-red hue, for
that they have heard the cry of separation—O concourse of
longing!

Nor shall they adorn their temples with the silks of immortal-
ity, inasmuch as they have hearkened unto that summons of
severance—Q concourse of longing!

And this is a sorrow that no sorrow can measure within the
dominion of the unseen cloud, forasmuch as the wind of sepa-
ration hath breathed—O concourse of longing!

In this hour, when the Bird of Eternity hath [flown forth] from
the land of ‘Iraq, and the people of yearning and desire are
consumed in the fire of parting, this epistle—sent from this
perishing ant unto the loved ones of God—declareth: O friends!
So long as ye have eyes, weep; and so long as breath remaineth,
lament; for the carpet of union and communion, of nearness
and meeting, hath been rolled up, and the sovereign decree,
in accordance with the measured ordinance, hath spread the
couch of division and separation, of exile and estrangement.
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The winds of severance have blown with such violence that
every branch of existence, whether of the unseen or the seen,
hath been clothed in the robe of mortality, and hath been
joined unto an abiding autumn.

2 Therefore, O eye, shed tears; O ear, hearken unto lamentation;

O tongue, raise the cry of wailing and mourning; O body, take
thy place in the dust of thy homeland. Yet, notwithstanding
all this, we praise God for that He hath singled us out for
these successive afflictions and these recurring calamities; and
we thank Him at every moment, in all conditions; and He, the
very Truth, is Himself witness to what we say.

In all the Tablets aforetime mention was made that a day would
come, and an hour would be witnessed, wherein the Bird of
‘Iraq would turn its song toward Hijaz. Hasten ye then unto
Him, O lovers of the beauty of the All-Glorious, O enraptured
ones of the Sanctuary of the Lord! That hour hath now arrived;
that breeze hath blown; that Bird hath flown—yet ye beheld
not, and attained not, and reached not the goal. Alas! What
was written ye did not embrace, and what was uttered ye did
not heed. That hour is passed; that Day hath slipped from
your grasp. Never again shall that breeze blow in this land;
never shall that rose unclose its countenance; never shall that
gate be opened.

Have ye ever heard that the nightingale of the divine garden
seeketh repose, or chooseth a dwelling, save in the spiritual
rose-garden? Or that the hoopoe of the Sheba of love taketh
its homeland anywhere but in the Sinai of the spirit? Or that
the hearts of lovers desire aught save the beauty of the Beloved?

5 Yet ye, O lovers, busied yourselves with your own imaginings,

and never resolved to journey unto the realm of the Desired
One. Wondrous is the heedlessness that hath encompassed the
world: the sun shineth at the very zenith of decline, radiant
and clear, and the birds of night have become its intimates and
companions.

I seal my words with that which the nightingale of separation
sang in the land of ‘Iraq, and with that wherewith it summon-
eth all who dwell in every quarter of the horizons: “The Bird
of Eternity hath flown unto the City of the Unseen Cloud; and
the Dove of the Spirit hath ascended from one branch, seeking
another.” Then weep ye, O concourse of lovers, and O people
of the world!

Thus do We cast upon you the verses of separation, that haply
ye may arise from the couches of heedlessness, and be num-
bered among them that remember.
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s Say: O people of hypocrisy! This nightingale, once captive,

hath fled from the rose of reunion, and set its face toward
the rose-garden of separation, and hath consumed the lovers
of the horizons in the quarter of ‘Iraq. Therefore, O friends,
though afHlicted by estrangement, forget not the union with the
Beloved. Lament, and sow the seed of patience in the pure soil
of the heart, and water it with tears, that it may yield sweet
fruit. This is the counsel of the nightingale of the garden of
God—therefore hearken.
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To: A priest

In the name of God, Who hath cast His splendour over all
creation

O concourse of earth and heaven! Give ear to the testimony
of God that proceedeth from the mouth of your Lord, the All-
Glorious. He verily hath testified, in Himself and by Himself,
ere the heaven of His Cause was raised up and the clouds of
His Decree were gathered together, that there is none other
God but Him, and that He Who hath appeared is that Most
Great Name through which His ancient proof and testimony
have been established before all who are in the heavens and on
the earth.

Verily God hath testified, in Himself and by Himself, and in
His inmost Essence, that there is none other God but Him
and that He Who is come through the power of truth is the
Manifestation of His most excellent names and the Dawning-
Place of His most exalted attributes. Through Him the voice
of the mystic Morn rang out from the horizon of eternity and
the Most Great Spirit spoke forth before the Divine Lote-Tree,
saying: “This, verily, is He Who hath been intended in the
Cities of Names and mentioned in the Tablets revealed from
the empyrean of the Will of your Lord, the Ruler of earth and
heaven. He, indeed, is the most great Instrument amidst the
nations, Who hath come to regenerate the whole world.”

Verily God hath testified, in Himself and by Himself, and ere
the creation of the world and the manifestation of His names
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and attributes, that there is none other God but Him, and that
He Who is come upon the clouds of divine decree is the Trust
of God amongst you and the Revealer of His Essence in your
midst.

We verily behold, at this hour and from His realm, all the
denizens of earth and heaven, and summon them to this Beauty
that hath solaced the eyes of the inmates of Paradise and the
dwellers of the tabernacle of holiness, them that have fixed
their gaze on this Scene of resplendent glory and whom the veils
of human limitations have failed to debar from beholding the
countenance of God, the Almighty, the Most Wondrous. He it
is Who proclaimeth within all things: “Verily, I am your Lord,
the Merciful, the Compassionate. From time immemorial I
was a Treasure hidden in a station unknown to all save Mine
own Self, the All-Knowing, the All-Informed. Cast away all
that ye possess and soar on the wings of detachment into this
atmosphere wherein waft the breezes of the mercy of your Lord,
the Ever-Forgiving, the Most Generous.”

By My life!l The Day is come which from all eternity was
concealed in the treasuries of the might of your Lord. Rejoice
in this blessed, this glorious and sublime Day. For He verily
is Mine own Appearance amongst you, and whoso maketh the
slightest distinction between Him and Me hath indeed strayed
far from the straight path of truth. He it is Who hath caused
the Mystic Dove to warble upon the twigs of the Tree of glory,
saying: “By the one true God! The Best-Beloved of the worlds
is come!” Glorified art Thou, O Lord my God! Can anyone
befittingly thank Thee for such blessings as Thou hast sent
down from the heaven of Thy oneness and the firmament of
Thy Will, blessings which Thou hast reserved for the people of
Baha in the realm of creation? Nay, by Thy might, O Thou
the Beloved of the worlds and the sole Desire of them that have
recognized Thee! Wert Thou to endow every creature of earth
and heaven with a myriad tongues, even to the number of the
atoms of the universe, and were they to yield Thee thanks,
so long as Thy kingdom and Thy dominion endure, for the
bounties which Thou hast bestowed upon Thy loved ones in
this Day—a Day whereon Thou hast revealed Thyself in Thine
own KEssence and inmost Being to the dwellers of earth and
heaven, and in Thy Beauty to the inhabitants of the cities of
eternity, and through Thy Names to them that are immersed in
the billowing oceans of grandeur—yet would their thanksgiving
fade into nothingness before that which Thou hast bestowed
upon them through Thy grace and bounty.

I know not, O my God, which among Thy gifts to extol in
this Day, a Day that Thou hast made to be the source of all
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Thy days and the dawning-place whence the rays of the light
of Thine Essence and the splendours of the glory of Thy coun-
tenance have shone forth. Shall I praise the heavenly repast
which Thou hast sent down in this Day unto the people of
Baha, whom Thou hast singled out for Thy favour amongst
the dwellers of earth and heaven? This, verily, is a sustenance
borne in the vessel of Thy words, from every letter of which a
myriad suns of divine wisdom and utterance dawn forth and
the lights of authority and exposition shine resplendent. This,
verily, is a sustenance whose substance is such inner meanings
as had from everlasting lain concealed within Thine inviolable
treasuries and hidden beneath the tabernacles of Thy glory. Or
shall I, O my God, extol Thine appearance in this Day from
the dawning-place of Thine Essence; or Thine establishment,
before the gaze of all men, upon the throne of Thy name, the
All-Bountiful; or yet Thy proclamation, through the Tongue
of might and power, to all things visible and invisible? By My-
self, the True One! The Hidden Secret and Treasured Mystery
hath been revealed. Whosoever seeketh Me shall behold Me.

I swear by Thy glory, O Fashioner of names and Creator of
earth and heaven! The tongues of Thy creatures are power-
less to render thanks for the favours Thou hast bestowed upon
them in this Day, a Day from which Thou hast made all Thy
days to proceed. This is the Day whereon Thou hast sum-
moned the well-favoured to the Dayspring of Thy nearness and
the sincere to the Dawning-Place of the light of Thy counte-
nance. This is the Day concerning which Thou didst covenant
with every Prophet to herald unto all the advent of Him Who
shall be manifested therein with Thy sovereign might and ce-
lestial power.

This is the Day whereon Muhammad, the Apostle of God, cried
out from the midmost heart of Paradise, saying: “O peoples of
the earth! By God, the Beloved of the worlds and the Desire
of every understanding heart is come! He, verily, is the One
to Whose voice I hearkened on My Night Journey but Whose
beauty I was not to behold until the days attained their con-
summation in this Day, a Day which is the adornment of all
the days of God, the Sovereign Lord, the Almighty, the All-
Praised. This is the Day whereon the rule of His grace and
all-pervading mercy hath been so universally established as to
embrace every soul, for He hath in truth summoned each and
all to His presence and hath shed upon all things the splendour
of His glorious and refulgent beauty.”

This is the Day whereon the Spirit proclaimed from the mid-
most heart of heaven: “O concourse of creation! He Who is the
sovereign Ruler of all hath been made manifest. That which
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pertaineth to the Kingdom of My Lord hath been fulfilled.
He Who is the Beloved of My heart and the Helper of My
Cause is now come. Follow Him, and be not of those that
have turned aside. This is the Day whereon every veil hath
been parted, and your Lord, the Almighty, the Most Boun-
tiful, hath appeared and fulfilled through His appearance all
that was promised aforetime. Hasten then to this resplendent,
this most luminous Beauty!

“O priests! Tell Our servants to ring not the bells save in
His name, the All-Glorious, the Most High. This is the Day
whereon the sore athirst have attained the stream of everlasting
life and the yearning souls have beheld the Vision of the All-
Merciful. This is the Day whereon the lowly have been exalted,
the poor enriched, the sick made whole, the deaf given to hear
His melody, and the blind made to see. Render thanks, then,
and be not of those who join partners with God. The Kingdom
of God doth in truth circle round Him. It is for His sake that I
adorned the cross with My body and then arose from the dead
to perfect His remembrance amongst men.

“O people of the Gospel! Take heed lest ye direct your prayers
towards Me after having turned away from Mine all-glorious
Father, Who changed, through His love, Abraham’s fire into
light. He who awaiteth another when once He hath appeared is
indeed in grievous error. Hasten, then, to the river of the mercy
of your Lord, the All-Merciful, and beware lest ye withhold
yourselves from its soft-flowing waters. We have, verily, reared
you for this Day. Peruse ye the Book, that ye may apprehend
the meaning of My words in My days. Verily, I revealed Myself
only for the sake of His Cause, and I came amongst you solely
to herald the Kingdom of God, your Lord and the Lord of the
worlds. That which was hidden is now revealed, and that which
was concealed is now come. Bestir yourselves to greet this Day,
a Day whereon the gates of heaven have been flung open, and
the clouds of eternity have rained down, and the Nightingale
of His Cause hath warbled its melody upon the twigs of the
Divine Lote-Tree, and the hearts of the Concourse on high
have been seized with longing in the all-highest Paradise, and
the Maids of Heaven have hastened forth from their celestial
chambers towards His mighty Throne. Cast away all that ye
possess and cleave unto that which hath been enjoined upon
you by this Ancient Beauty.

O concourse of divines! Still your pens, for the Pen of Glory
hath spoken. Lay aside your books, for the Book hath ap-
peared that compriseth all that hath been said aforetime and
sufficeth all the inhabitants of the earth. Rise above the hori-
zon of certitude in the name of your Lord, the All-Merciful,
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and tear asunder the veils that have come between you and
the Lord of all creation.

Thus commandeth you the Spirit, Who offered up His life that
the world might be quickened and that the Desire of every heart
might appear. And He, verily, hath appeared through the
power of truth. Follow Him, and cling not unto that which ye
possess of the proclamations of former times. For the trumpet-
blast hath been sounded, and lo! the earth of idle fancy hath
been cleft asunder; and the Tongue of Grandeur hath spoken
from the pavilion of glory, saying: The Kingdom in this Day
is God’s, the All-Possessing, the Almighty, the Most Exalted,
the Most Great! The dead have risen and the souls have been
gathered together, and yet still We behold you entombed in
the sepulchres of heedlessness and desire. Fear God, O people!
Rise from amongst the dead and turn your faces towards the
Dayspring of His grace which shineth above this resplendent
horizon. I, verily, await His command, that by His leave I
might descend into the world, even as I ascended from it. He,
verily, hath the power to ordain whatsoever He pleaseth.

O followers of the Gospel! Do ye seek Jerusalem, when He
Who built the House of God therein by a mere indication of
His will hath come? Far have ye wandered in the paths of error!
Of a certainty, no deed will be accepted in this Day unless it
be performed by His leave, and the invocation of no soul shall
rise up unto God unless it be uttered for His love. Thus hath
the decree been fulfilled and the command established by Him
Who is the Almighty, the All-Knowing.

This is the Day whereon Moses lifted up His voice from the
Sinai of Our name, the Almighty, saying: “O people! Verily
the Day is come! This is He at Whose separation I wept sore
in the desert of longing, and for Whose love I bewailed in the
wilderness of ardent love. And when I purposed to enter the
sanctuary of His nearness and to gaze upon His beauty, He re-
strained Me through the power of His sovereign might and with-
held Me from the desire of My heart. Whereupon He addressed
Me, saying: ‘Thou shalt never behold Me!’ and returned Me
to the splendours of the lights of His mighty Throne. Such was
the longing with which I was then consumed as I am powerless
to describe and the ears of the true believers unable to hear.
But lo, He hath now appeared with the power of truth and
unveiled to you His beauty. At every moment He proclaimeth:
‘O concourse of creation, look and ye shall behold Me!” By
God, this is the Word that hath proceeded from the mouth of
the Will of your Lord, the All-Merciful. It behoveth you to of-
fer up your souls for His sake, if ye be of them that judge with
fairness. Thus have I informed you, O people, of Him Whose
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remoteness hath lacerated My heart and Who hath made Me
to quaff the cup of separation. Bear witness unto Him, and be
not of the heedless. Blessed are your eyes for having beheld,
and your ears for having hearkened. And woe unto them that
have deprived themselves of this resplendent Vision.”

This is the Day whereon the Point of the Bayan called out
from the midmost heart of Paradise, saying: “O people! This
is He in Whose path I laid down My life. This is He for Whose
sake I revealed Myself and of Whose presence I bore unto you
the most joyful tidings. Beware lest ye deny the One but for
Whom the Day-Star of the Bayan would never have dawned

nor would the verses of the All-Merciful have been revealed.

By God! He it is Who caused the morn of inner meaning and
explanation to break, and the gates of divine reunion to be
opened before the faces of all the peoples of the earth. It is
by His Name that the cities of names have been adorned; it is
by His remembrance that the hearts of the chosen ones have
been set ablaze. Beware lest ye deal with Him as ye dealt with
Me. T testify that I was but a herald of His Revelation unto
all who are in heaven and on earth, and that I conditioned the
Bayan upon His leave and good-pleasure. 1 swear by God! It
is for His love that I rose up amongst you and consorted with
you. Were it not for Him, I would assuredly not have revealed
a single word or verse. Cling ye to the hem of the robe of
His mercy, and hold fast to the cord of His love. This is the
Day whereon every atom proclaimeth: ‘By the Possessor of all
names and attributes! Verily, He Who is invoked by all that

are in heaven is now come!”’

Praise be to Thee, O my God, for having adorned the preamble
of the book of eternity with this most luminous Day, a Day
whereon Thou didst shed the splendour of Thy most excellent

names and most exalted attributes upon all created things.

This, verily, is a Day whereon Thou hast ordained that each
of Thy names be endowed with the potentialities of all Thy
names. Blessed, then, be they that have turned towards Thee,
attained Thy presence, and hearkened unto Thy call.

O Lord, my God! I beseech Thee by this Day, and by Thy most
consummate Name through which the Most Great Ocean hath
surged, to protect the people of Baha from them that have
disbelieved in Thy mighty signs. Make them then, O my God,
to be the exponents of Thine ascendancy and Thy might, that
they may arise to glorify Thee and to celebrate Thy praise
amidst Thy servants, in such wise that neither the veils of the
people of the earth, nor their insinuations, nor the onslaught
of them that have arisen to put out Thy light, may keep them
back from Thee. O God! Deprive them not of the gentle
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breezes that are wafting in this Day, a Day whereon every
atom proclaimeth: “Verily, Thou art God; no God is there but
Thee!” O Lord, adorn them with the ornaments of constancy
and certitude, and cause them to be champions of Thy Cause
amidst all creation.

O my God and the God of all the worlds! O my desire and the
desire of every understanding heart! T implore Thee, by Him
Who hath caused the sun of Thy revelation and inspiration to
dawn, to ordain for the people of this Day that which Thou hast
ordained for the chosen ones amongst Thy servants. Send down
then upon them such liberal effusions of Thy grace as none hath
previously attained, and cause them to circle round the court
of Thy nearness and the sanctuary of Thy presence. Inspire
them, then, in Thy Cause with that which setteth ablaze the
hearts and souls of men. Make each one of them to be as a
lamp of Thy remembrance unto those servants of Thine whom
self and passion have veiled from recognizing the Manifestation
of Thine Essence and the Dayspring of Thy signs.

O Lord! Thou art He to Whose power and sovereignty every
mighty one hath testified, and to Whose majesty and grace
every great one hath borne witness. Bestow, then, upon Thy
loved ones that which beseemeth this Day, a Day which Thou
hast made to be a luminous ornament upon the brow of all Thy
days, and which Thou hast caused to shine above the horizon
of eternity. Send down then upon them, from the clouds of Thy
oneness and the heaven of Thy grace, that which will enable
them to dispense with aught else except Thee.

O Lord! Give them to drink, from the hands of Thy mercy,
a draught from that river of everlasting life that floweth from
the right hand of Thy Throne, and aid them to abide by that
which Thou hast revealed in Thy perspicuous Book. Thou,
verily, ordainest as Thou pleasest. No God is there but Thee,
the Most Exalted, the Sovereign Protector, the All-Compelling,
the Almighty, the Most Bountiful.

DOR#16, BLO_PT#077x
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Words spoken on the eve of departure from Baghdad.

These tents may be likened to the trappings of this world,
which no sooner are they spread out than the time cometh
for them to be rolled up.

GPB.147x

BHUO0035

Words of Baha’u’llah upon departing Baghdad

O My companions! I entrust to your keeping this city of Bagh-
dad, in the state ye now behold it, when from the eyes of
friends and strangers alike, crowding its housetops, its streets
and markets, tears like the rain of spring are flowing down, and
I depart. With you it now rests to watch lest your deeds and
conduct dim the flame of love that gloweth within the breasts
of its inhabitants.

GPB.149x

BHO00034

Suriy-i-Sabr (Lawh-i-Ayyub)
To: Karbalai Muhammad Taqi et al., in Nayriz

In the Name of God, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

The remembrance of God in the City of Patience concerning
His servant Job, when We sheltered him beneath the sacred
Tree in his heart and caused him to witness the Fire that was
kindled and shone within his inmost being. We revealed Our-
self to him through his own self, and called unto him from
that Spot of God round about which blessing hath been vouch-
safed, saying: “Verily, He is God, thy Lord and the Lord of all
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things, and He is, in truth, powerful over all things, the Self-
Subsisting.” When his countenance was illumined by the Fire
that burned within him, We clothed him with the garment of
Prophethood and commanded him to summon the people to
the Fountainhead of grace and bounty, and to call them to the
shore of sanctified love. We established him in the earth and
rained upon him the showers of bounty, and made him rich
above all who dwell on earth. We bestowed upon him abun-
dance of wealth and made him prosperous in the realm, and
provided him with a portion of all things. We strengthened
his arm with a company endued with power, and granted him
sons of his own loins, and established him in an exalted station
in the land.

For successive years he dwelt among his people, counseling
them with the jewels of hidden knowledge wherewith We had
taught him, and reminding them of the days that were des-
tined to come. He said: “O people! The oceans of knowledge
have surged within the Self of God, Who standeth for justice -
hasten ye thereunto that ye might find a way unto them. The
Sun of loving-kindness hath truly risen and now standeth at its
noontide height. The Beauty of the Divine Countenance hath
appeared from behind the holy pavilions - present yourselves
before Him that ye might be illumined by His beloved sancti-
fied lights. The heavens of grandeur have been raised up and
adorned with the stars of knowledge and wisdom - thus hath
the Cause dawned from the holy horizon.

“O people! Messengers came unto you aforetime with God’s
messages and delivered unto you that which would guide you
to the shore of exalted glory. The Hours have come in truth,
the Lights have shone forth in justice, the Bird of Eternity
hath warbled, the Dove of the Cause hath cooed, the clouds
of Light have been upraised, the seas of grace have surged, yet
ye, O peoples of the earth, have been deprived of all these
things. Fear ye God, and spread not corruption in God’s land
of wisdom, but hearken unto the Word which hath descended
from the heaven of nearness.”

5 Thus did We counsel Our servants through the tongue of the
Messengers from the beginning that hath no beginning unto
the end that hath no end. Yet all turned away from God’s
counsel and retraced their steps, save those whom Our loving-
kindness had preceded, who heard God’s call from behind the
veils of hidden glory, who answered God’s summons with their
inner and outer beings, and who were attracted by the melodies
of the Beloved. These attained unto the stations of guidance -
upon them be God’s blessings and mercy. God granted them

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

w2 s Jadl 5 ol Ge d AL
N G ey Ly s bl U
Je T ol skl el ade b
U o ne s [
*wﬁ-ﬂmujlrﬁﬂ\&ouv-;
5l o an olias Laddl y deud
i 02,0 3 oy o o STl ol
bt

bl s oghins 5 Ule Gt 403 G 0K
Gl oF (.LLVA;.\,,L).Q de Al o
u@ép\ﬁ\_};ﬁ.\;pﬂdul—t
L(J\a,.\;:yw\fﬂwm W[
}Lmu\uﬂruﬂ\x}w\.«
dLaC‘Y.\s byyd\,)\ubd.xﬂw—
g b el OB s e 4 )
jbﬁw»)\y\wﬂoﬂwym\,
M&LWUWW\%WJM
o B e N0 SIS, S
e s

Al OVley Joy (5 o0 S B 05 L
--\,’Lp,;,;duug\;hug;i,
ey daall 1N wﬁ\,ugu Slelll
iyl s W mle 2y ST s
wLF,M\ﬁ\quﬂ\uu
M\\ﬂ\bj}&éﬁf{ o2
w\w\f«»\&»wﬂabwh
Vs oAl b e 6 )

o e Ol sl 2l B SO,
SAATY Gl AT A Y Y gl )
mw\éc\j{,.&\\c@op\,af\f
5 G e 2l i el VI Lo
5 b8 o ol Dy pp Al e
| gdozal W‘)&c; V'aﬂ & £ Vgl
Bl dl 1k Sy Lyt ol Slex o

136



Vol. 31: Baha'u’llah, Late Baghdad period (1860-1863)

BH00034

that which none knoweth and brought them to a station that
was hidden from the eyes of all created things.

God shall soon manifest His Cause and separate truth from
falsehood, raise up the banners of guidance and utterly demol-
ish all traces of the idolaters. He shall cause His servants to
inherit the earth - they who have detached themselves unto
God and have not drunk the love of the Calf in their hearts,
who have turned away from those who disbelieved and associ-
ated partners with God after clear proofs had come unto them
from every direction. Thus hath the decree been inscribed by
the Finger of Glory upon the Tablets of Light.

Remember Our servant Job, when he appeared with the ban-
ners of wealth in the realm, and his people envied him and
slandered him in their gatherings, and thus were their deeds
preserved in the hidden scrolls. They imagined that he called
upon God because of the ornaments of the world bestowed
upon him, though he was sanctified above their imaginings
and certitudes and above all in the realm together. When
We desired to manifest the signs of truth in his detachment
and his reliance upon God, We sent afflictions upon him from
all directions and tried him with trials. We took from him
his sons and cut off from him the bounty We had bestowed
upon him in truth, and We took from him each day something
known. Not a day passed except that there descended upon
him from the direction of fate what was inscribed by the Pen
of Decree. Misfortune and hardship seized him according to
what was ordained by the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting. Then
We burned what was harvested from his fields by the hands
of the angels of command and made it all as scattered dust.
When We had sanctified him from the ornaments of the realm
and purified him from the filth of earth and cleansed him from
all worldly conditions, We caused a scorching wind from the
angels of wrath to blow upon his skin. Thereby his body weak-
ened, his form was afflicted, and his members trembled to such
extent that no part of his body larger than a dirham remained
unwounded. Yet each day he increased in thankfulness, and
he was patient at all times and did not lament what befell
him. Thus did We account him among the trusting ones, the
thankful ones, and the patient ones.

His people drove him from the village wherein he dwelt, show-
ing no shame before God their Creator, and they harmed him
according to their power, and We found him oppressed in the
earth. The gates of wealth were closed in his face and the gates
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of poverty were opened, until days passed and he found noth-
ing with which to satisfy his hunger, and thus was the matter
decreed for him. There remained for him neither companion
nor friend nor associate, and he became solitary in the realm
save for his wife who believed in her Lord and served him in his
tribulation, and We made her a means for him in all matters.
When his companion found him in that grievous state, she
went to his people and asked of them a loaf of bread, but these
embodiments of tyranny would not give it to her, and thus did
We record all things in a clear book. When she was driven
to extremity in her need, she went to one who was among the
most evil of women on earth, who refused to give her a loaf
until she took from her what she desired—and by God, the Pen
is ashamed to mention it, and God was witness to their deeds.
She came to the servant with a loaf, and when he looked upon
her he found her hair cut off. Then did he cry out in his heart,
and thereby the heavens and earth cried out, and he said: “O
handmaiden of God! 1 perceive in thee a matter forbidden
to the truth. Why didst thou cut thy hair which God made
the ornament of thy beauty?” She said: “O Job! Whenever I
asked thy people for a loaf for thy sake, they all refused, until I
entered the house of a handmaiden among the handmaidens of
God and asked her for a loaf. She denied me until she took my
hair and gave me this loaf which I have brought before thee.
Thus did she transgress against God and show pride toward
Him, and thus was the matter decreed between me and her. O
Job! Forgive me.”

O Job! Pardon me and take me not to task for my sin, for I was
helpless in Thy Cause. Have mercy upon me and forgive me, for
Thou art verily compassionate and forgiving. And that which
was decreed between them was decreed, and grief arose to such
degree that the heavens were nigh to being cleft asunder, the
earth of forbearance to be rent, and the mountain of patience
to crumble. Then he laid his face upon the dust and said: “O
Lord! Affliction hath touched me from all sides, and Thou art
He Whose mercy hath preceded all things. Have mercy upon
me through Thy bounty and bestow upon me through Thy
grace, for Thou art ever merciful unto Thy servants.” When
We heard his cry, We caused to flow beneath his right foot a
spring of sweet, refreshing water, and We commanded him to
immerse himself therein and drink therefrom. When he drank,
he was healed of all ailments and appeared in the most excellent
form. And We restored unto him all that We had taken from
him, and more besides, such that We rained down upon him
from the heaven of bounty that which enriched him above all
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who dwell on earth. We solaced his eyes through his family
and fulfilled for him what We had promised to the patient
ones in the preserved tablets of holiness. We set aright all his
affairs and strengthened him with the arm of the Cause which
was mighty in truth. Through him We exalted the lowly and
destroyed those who had waxed proud before God and were
wretched upon the earth. Thus do We do what We will by
Our command, and fulfill the reward of the patient ones, and
bestow upon them from the treasuries of holiness an abundant
recompense.

O concourse of earth! Be patient in God and grieve not for that
which befalleth you in the days of the Spirit, for ere long shall
ye witness the reward of the patient ones in a holy and inacces-
sible Paradise. God hath created a garden in the precincts of
eternity and named it Patience, a name which until that day
had been treasured in the repositories of infallibility. Therein
hath He ordained that which He hath ordained in no other par-
adise, and We have now unveiled its covering and mentioned it
unto you as a mercy from Us unto all the worlds. Therein are
rivers of the shade of God’s loving-kindness, which God hath
forbidden unto all save those who have shown patience in tribu-
lations, seeking the face of God, Who is in truth praiseworthy.
None shall enter therein save those who have not altered God’s
favor unto themselves, who have entered beneath the shadow
of the Tree of the Spirit, who have feared no one, and who
have soared on the wings of glory in the atmosphere of pa-
tience. They have shown patience in afflictions, and the more
tribulations increased upon their souls, the more did they grow
in their love for their Lord. They turned with their whole be-
ing toward a holy and exalted direction, the ardor of longing
grew intense in their breasts, and the breezes of spiritual taste
increased in their souls, until they sacrificed themselves and
gave up their possessions and spent all that God had bestowed
upon them through His grace and bounty. And in all these
severe conditions they remained thankful to their Lord and
sought no one’s help. God hath inscribed their names among
the patient ones in the preserved tablets of holiness.

Blessed then is he who is adorned with the robe of patience
and steadfastness, who changeth not in adversity, whose feet
slip not at the blowing of the winds of force, who is content
with his Lord at all times and in Him ever trusteth. By God!
He shall soon cause him to appear in the pavilions of grandeur,
attired in a luminous garment that shall shine as shineth the
light from the horizon of the Spirit, in such wise as to dazzle
all eyes that behold it. And above his head shall the herald of
God proclaim: “This is he who showed patience in God during
the vain life of this world despite all that the idolaters wrought
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against him.” The denizens of the highest paradise shall seek
his blessing, and the dwellers of the chambers and the chaste-
eyed damsels in the tabernacles of beauty shall yearn for his
presence.

2 O people of the Bayan! Be patient in these fleeting days and

grieve not for what hath escaped you of worldly ornaments,
neither be ye troubled by the hardships of affairs which were
ordained in the scrolls of divine power. Know ye that for all
good deeds a limited recompense hath been ordained in the
Book, save for patience. Thus was its decree established afore-
time through Muhammad, the Messenger of God. Verily, the
patient shall be paid their reward without measure. Thus did
the Spirit of Truth descend upon the heart of Muhammad in
the Arabic tongue, and thus was revealed in all the Tablets
what was ordained for the patient ones in wondrous books of

glory.

Know ye then that God hath made patience the garment of the
Messengers, such that He hath sent no Prophet or Messenger
save that God adorned His temple with the robe of patience,
that He might be patient in the Cause of God. Thus did God
take the covenant from every Prophet sent forth. It behooveth
the patient one at the outset to be patient with his own self,
such that he restraineth himself from tyranny, indecency, and
lusts, and from all that God hath forbidden in the Book, that
he may be recorded in the Tablets among the patient ones.
Then must he be patient in the tribulations that descend upon
him in the path of his Creator, neither being disturbed when
the winds of destiny blow and the seas of power surge in the
dominion of execution. He must remain steadfast in the reli-
gion of God and be patient with what cometh upon him from
his loved ones, showing fortitude regarding those who have be-
lieved, seeking the face of God, that he may be well-pleasing
in the religion of God.

Await ye then the day when the clouds of patience shall be
lifted up, and the Bird of Eternity shall warble, and the Sacred
Peacock shall appear with the ornament of the Command in
the Kingdom of Meeting, and the weary tongues shall be loosed
in the melodies of the Dove, and the Dove of Paradise shall
hover between earth and heaven, and the trumpet shall be
sounded, and the temples of existence shall be renewed, and
the fire shall be kindled, and God shall come overshadowing
from the Spirit with a beauty of impregnable glory.

Then hasten ye unto Him, O peoples of the earth! Be not
occupied with aught in the kingdom, let not the prohibition
of any prohibitor prevent you, neither let scientific affairs veil
you, nor rational proofs obstruct you. Hasten ye to an exalted
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and holy retreat, for if ye tarry in the endless beginning of
beginnings and hesitate on that Day less than a moment, the
decree of patience shall not apply to you. Thus hath the decree
been sent down from the Pen of the All-Knowing Glory.

Say: O people of the earth! Fear ye God in these days and
fabricate not against His trusted ones, and say not that of
which ye have no knowledge, for ye are powerless in the earth
and destitute in the lands. Be not proud within yourselves, but
hasten to the land which was in truth accepted. By God! This
world shall pass away and all wherein ye rejoice, and the angels
of divine wrath shall gather you together before a mighty and
powerful sovereign King, and ye shall be questioned concerning
what ye did in your days, and nothing shall be left of what is in
the heavens and the earth save that it is recorded in the Tablet
of Knowledge. Then shall no one avail you, nor shall any soul
plead for you, nor shall aught profit you save what ye have
sown in the fields of your deeds. Be ye wakeful, O company of
the wretched!

Then hearken to the counsel of this Kind Friend Who coun-
seleth you for the sake of God and desireth from you neither
recompense nor thanks. His reward is only with Him Who sent
Him with the truth and revealed unto Him the verses, that His
proof might be complete unto all the worlds. How long will
ye slumber upon the couch of heedlessness? How long will ye
follow those who are naught on earth but as worthless insects?
Say: By God! Those whom ye have taken as lords besides God
- their names and their beings are not even mentioned before
God. Have mercy, therefore, upon your own selves and fear
God, your Creator. Then turn unto Him, that He may forgive
you your evil deeds, for verily He is forgiving toward His ser-
vants. Say: By God! Those to whom ye attribute knowledge
and whom ye have taken as your learned ones - these are, in
God’s sight, the most wicked of men; nay, the very essence of
wickedness fleeth from them. Thus hath it been inscribed in
the scrolls of knowledge. We testify that they have not drunk
from the fountains of knowledge, nor have they attained to a
single letter of wisdom, nor have they penetrated the mysteries
of the Cause, but have remained immersed in the land of their
own desires. No Prophet, nor Successor, nor Holy One hath
ever been opposed or denied save by their leave. Thus have
they passed judgment against the Manifestations of Holiness.
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Say: O concourse of the ignorant! Did We not reveal aforetime
“the Day when God will come in the shadows of the clouds”?
Yet when He came in the clouds of the Cause in the temple
of ‘Ali, in truth, ye turned away and waxed proud and were a
ruined people. Was it not revealed “the Day when thy Lord
cometh, or some of the signs of thy Lord”? And when He came
with clear signs, why did ye turn away therefrom and remain
veiled behind the veils of self? Say: God is sanctified from
coming and descent. He is the Single, the All-Sufficing, Whose
knowledge encompasseth all who are in the heavens and on
earth. He will never come in His Essence, nor be seen in His
Reality, nor be known in His Identity, nor be comprehended
in His Attributes. He Who cometh is the Manifestation of
His Self, even as He came in truth in the name of ‘Ali, yet ye
gathered against Him with the claws of hatred and pronounced
judgment against Him, O concourse of divines, and were not
ashamed before Him Who created you and fashioned you. Thus
have We recorded your deeds in preserved tablets of glory.

O Ear of Immortality! Hear what these unbelievers say: that
God hath sealed Prophethood with His beloved Muhammad,
the Apostle of God, and will never raise up anyone after Him,
and that His hands are bound from bestowing grace, and that
no more shall the Temples of Holiness appear after Him, and
that the lights of grace shall no longer shine forth, and that
divine outpouring hath ceased, and power hath ended, and
loving-kindness hath terminated, and the gates of bounty are
sealed, though the breezes of bounty have ever wafted from
the paradise of might. Say: Your hands are bound, and ye are
accursed for what ye have said. Nay, His hands encompass all
who are in the heavens and on earth. He raises up whom He
willeth through His power, and He shall not be questioned of
His doings, for verily He hath power over all things.

Say: O people of the Qur’an! Reflect upon the Book which was
sent down in truth to Muhammad, wherein He sealed Prophet-
hood through His Beloved until the Day of Resurrection - this
Resurrection wherein God hath arisen in the Manifestation of
His Self, while ye remained veiled therefrom, even as the peo-
ples of the earth were veiled from the Resurrection of Muham-
mad aforetime, and ye were submerged in the depths of heed-
lessness and aversion.

Say: Were ye not promised the meeting with God in His days?
Yet when the promise was fulfilled and Beauty shone forth from
the horizon of Glory, ye closed your eyes and were gathered on
the plain of assembly, blind. Say: Hath it not been revealed in
the Qur’an through His true Word: “Thus have We made you
a middle nation, that ye may be witnesses against mankind,
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and that the Messenger may be a witness against you”? Ye
have interpreted this verse according to your own desires, while
firmly believing and acknowledging that which was revealed in
truth, that none knoweth its interpretation save God and those
firm in knowledge. Yet despite your conviction in this, ye have
interpreted the words of God and explained them after having
been forbidden to do so, and have risen in opposition and denial
against those firm in knowledge. Nay, ye slay them as ye slew
them aforetime, and ye rejoice in your deeds. Shame upon you
for that which your hands have wrought and for your thoughts
concerning God’s Cause on a day when the lights of guidance
were manifest from the dayspring of knowledge.

Ask them then how they read that which was sent down from
the heaven of might unto Muhammad in the Arabic tongue,
and what they say concerning the meaning of “middle” if
Prophethood was sealed through Him - how then was His
community described in the Book as the middle of nations?
Know then their measure, as though they had never heard the
cooing of the Dove, and even had they heard it they would not
have understood. Thus was the proof from their own Book
conclusively established against them. And this is what all
peoples have declared in the time of every Prophet: whenever
Messengers from God came unto them, they said “Thou art no
Messenger,” and claimed Prophethood was sealed with Him
who came before. Thus did Satan make their deeds and words
seem fair unto them, and they were far removed from the
shore of truth. Remind them of the account of Muhammad
aforetime, when He came with manifest authority. He said:
“O people! These are the signs of God which have been sent
down in truth. Dispute not concerning God’s Cause, but
gather ye upon the shore of transcendent glory.”

O people! Look upon Me with the eye of God, and follow not
your idle fancies, nor be like those who called upon God by day
and by night, yet when He came unto them they turned away
from Him and denied Him, remaining utterly devoted to the
idols of their own selves. The Jews declared: “By God, this is
he who hath fabricated a lie against God, or he is possessed
of a demon, or is under a spell.” They said: “God hath sealed
Prophethood with Moses, and this is God’s decree as set forth
in the Torah. The Law of the Torah shall never be abrogated
throughout God’s eternity, and he who shall come after must
arise to promote its laws unto all who dwell on earth.” Thus
was the command sent down from the heaven of divine decree
unto Moses. And those who were given the Gospel spoke like-
wise, and remained expectant from that day until this. God
banished them by that which He revealed unto Muhammad,
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the Arabian, in the Surih of the Jinn: “They imagined, as ye
imagined, that God would never raise up anyone after him.”
By God! This verse that hath been sent down, and the mys-
teries of God concealed therein, suffice all who dwell on earth,
if they would but walk in the paths of recognized glory.

Say: God hath raised up Messengers after Moses and Jesus,
and will continue to send them until the end that hath no
end, such that the outpourings of grace may never cease to
rain from the heaven of divine bounty. He doeth what He
willeth and is not asked of what He doeth, while all else shall
be questioned concerning all things in the presence of justice.
Hear then what these objectors say, imagining concerning God
as did those servants who came before. Say: By God! The
matter hath become confused for you. The Hour hath come to
pass in truth, and the Resurrection hath arisen, despite your
wishes and the wishes of those who were deaf to the melodies
of God. Say: Ye speak as spoke the peoples of old in the
time of God’s Messenger, and ye wait as they waited, and your
feet have slipped on this Path that hath been stretched forth
in truth. Reflect then on the implications of this verse, that
ye may receive your portion from the table of knowledge that
descendeth from the heaven of holiness according to a decreed
measure.

5 O Solace of Eternity! Witness what the idolaters testify con-

cerning this Tree that hath put forth leaves, this blessed Tree
that hath been raised up upon the mountain of musk, whose
branches have grown until they reached the station that was
concealed behind the pavilions of holiness. These idolaters de-
sire to cut off its boughs. Say: It hath sought refuge in God’s
stronghold and protection, and God hath caused the hands of
the hypocrites and unbelievers to fall short of reaching it. The
hands of those who have disbelieved and turned away shall
never attain unto it. God shall soon gather beneath its shade
all who are in the kingdom, and this is what the Truth hath
prescribed for Himself, and this hath been irrevocably sealed
in the tablets of glory by the Pen of Knowledge.

O Solace of Beauty! Remind the servants with spiritual re-
membrances in these days, then let them hear a melody from
the melodies of eternity, that they may perchance perceive in
themselves something less than a mote, and that they may not
suppose as their associates supposed before, and may be as-
sured that God is able to raise up a Messenger in every age.
Say: O assemblage of hatred! Die in your wrath! This is what
hath been decreed in truth by the Pen of transcendent glory.
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Therefore cast upon them that which the Dove of the Spirit
warbled in the paradise of holy and beloved beauty, that they
may follow what was explained in the Seal by the tongue of
him who was firm in knowledge concerning the visitation of
God’s name, ‘Ali. He said—and His word is the truth—“The
Seal of what has gone before and the Opening of what is to
Thus did he mention the meaning of the Seal with an
eloquent holy tongue. Even so did God make His Beloved the
Seal of the Prophets who preceded Him and the Opening of
the Messengers who would come after. Therefore ponder, O
people of the earth, on what We have cast upon you in truth,
that ye may perchance find a way to the source of the Cause
on the holy shore. Be not veiled from what ye have heard from
your learned ones, then ask concerning the matters of your re-
ligion from him whom God hath made firm in His knowledge,
and from whose countenance the lights were resplendent and
luminous.

come.”

O people! Fear God and take not knowledge from turbid
springs which flow from the direction of self and ignorance.
Take it rather from the flowing, palatable, pure, running, sweet
springs which stream from the right hand of the Throne, and of
which God hath given the righteous their portion. O Dayspring
of Holiness! Bestow upon all contingent beings that which God
hath bestowed upon thee through His bounty, that they may
arise from the sepulchres of their bodies and become aware of
the Cause which hath in truth come to pass. Then send upon
them from the perfumed, musk-laden breezes which God hath
given thee in the particles of eternity, that perchance thereby
the decayed bones may be quickened, and that the people may
not deprive themselves of this Spirit which hath been breathed
from this ancient, eternal, everlasting Pen, and may be gath-
ered in this good and blessed land before God in the most
beauteous form.

O Pen of Command! Thou dost witness and behold how all
created things, in infinite oceans, turn away from this all-
encompassing, outpouring mercy that hath enveloped all who
are in the heavens and on earth. They turn not toward the
countenance from which the lights of the Spirit have dawned,
by which all in the kingdoms of command and creation were il-
lumined - and of this thou art indeed witness. They run in the
valley of self and desire, and wade among those who attained
not Thy presence in Thy Day, after Thou didst give them glad
tidings aforetime through a glorious and mighty Pen, and Thy
sweet utterance in the heaven of eternity declared: “On that
Day all sovereignty shall be God’s” Thus was the decree of
that Day inscribed upon tablets of glory by the finger of the
Spirit from time immemorial.
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But when the Day came and the hours arrived and the matter
was accomplished and the lights of Beauty were established at
the meridian, then all rose up in hypocrisy against this Light
that shone forth from the horizon, and veiled themselves be-
hind thick veils of unbelief. Thus may ye recognize all peo-
ples throughout all ages: after they awaited that which was
promised in the days of God, when the promise was fulfilled
they denied it through what Satan cast into their souls, and
remained far removed from the holy shore. Even as ye wit-
ness today these idolaters who waited in their days for what
was promised by the tongue of Muhammad, the Messenger of
God, and whenever they heard His name they would rise up
and cry “May God hasten His advent!” Yet when He appeared
in truth they denied Him in their souls and opposed Him and
disputed with Him falsely and imprisoned Him amid the moun-
tains. The rancor of their hearts and the fire of their souls was
not quenched until they perpetrated against Him that which
caused the very livers of existence to be consumed in the tem-
ples of being, whereby the pillars of the cities of eternity were
shaken in the heaven of blindness, and the Beauty of the Un-
seen lamented in Its hidden sanctum of holiness.

O Day-spring of Glory! Make mention to the believers among
the people of eternity what the idolaters spoke in former times
in the days when Husayn was slain by the embodiments of
tyrannical wickedness. They would visit his shrine each day
and curse those who oppressed him, and would recite a hundred
times each morning “O God! Curse the first oppressor who
oppressed the right of Muhammad and the family of Muham-
mad!” Yet when Husayn was raised up in the holy land, they
oppressed him and killed him and did unto him what none had
done before. Thus doth God distinguish between the truthful
and the false, between light and darkness, and cast upon you
that which revealeth all the deeds of the oppressors.

Remember then in the Book one who was a pious servant of
God, who believed in God on a day when the Cause shone forth
resplendently from the Dayspring of the Spirit, and who aided
his Lord to the extent of his power at the time when the Vahid
entered the eastern land of love. He said: “O people! God’s
proof hath come with the truth and the Face hath appeared.
O concourse of the Furqan! Hasten unto Him and turn not
back upon your heels. O people! Beauty hath dawned from
the horizon of holiness and the Promise hath come with truth.
Hasten ye unto the Paradise wherein that Face shineth with
radiance. Beware lest ye deprive yourselves and your eyes from
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the meeting with God, for this is God’s Day, a day grievous
unto the unbelievers. O people! The Book hath been set down
in truth, and the deeds of all in the world shall not escape
it by so much as a date-stone’s weight or a date-thread. O
people! Be not veiled from the Beauty of God after He hath
come overshadowed by clouds, with holy angels round about
Him - thus was the matter decreed from before the Throne.”

And when the Vahid said: “O people! I have brought you
a Tablet from the Spirit, from before the Self-Subsisting. Be
not divided in God’s Cause, but answer the call of Him Who
summons you with pure truth and teaches you that which will
draw you nigh unto the right hand of glory beloved. O people!
In all the Tablets ye were promised the meeting with God,
and this is the day wherein Beauty is unveiled, the Light hath
appeared, the Herald hath called out, and the heaven hath been
cleft asunder with clouds. Fear ye God and close not your eyes
to a Beauty brilliant as the morning star. This is what ye were
promised by the tongue of the Messengers aforetime, and God
took from you a covenant concerning this in the realm of pre-
existence. Therefore fulfill your covenants and be not detained
in the lands of allusion.”

Among the people, some fulfilled God’s covenant and answered
the call of Truth, while others turned away and were rebellious
against God. And among them was he who was named ‘the
Pious One’ in the Book, who believed in God his Lord and
was faithful to His promise. He appeared before the Vahid
and held fast to the Most Great Handle, divided not God’s
word, and remained steadfast in the true religion. He aided
his Lord in all conditions with all that lay within his power,
and thus did God cause his name to be inscribed by the Pen of
Glory in the lines of eternity. Tribulation and adversity befell
him, and he bore all hardships in his own person, yet in all
these conditions remained thankful and patient. Verily they
who aid God with their wealth and their persons, and who en-
dure hardships seeking God’s face - these were from all eternity
victorious through God’s help, even though they be slain and
burnt on earth, for they were created from spirits and soared
in the atmosphere of the Spirit by God’s leave. They pay no
heed to their physical bodies in this realm and long for trials
in their Creator’s path as the guilty long for forgiveness and
the infant for its mother’s breast. Thus doth the Dove remind
you with spiritual remembrances, that perchance the people
may detach themselves from their selves and their wealth, and
return to a holy and manifest seat.
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The days passed until there gathered around Vahid a band
from the village which God had blessed among all villages and
had exalted its name in the Tablet from which the Mother
Book had been separated. They followed God’s decree and
circled round His Cause, spent their wealth and sacrificed all
the ornaments they possessed, fearing none but God - and God
is indeed aware of all things. Their hearts were as blocks of iron
in God’s aid, the blame of no blamer took hold of them, nor
did the rejection of any rejecter prevent them. In the cities of

the earth they were like sacred banners raised in God’s Name.

The matter reached such a point that the chief of oppression,
who had denied God, associated partners with His Beauty and
turned away from His proof - and who was the most wretched of
people on earth, as testify to this the men who were concealed
in the pavilion of eternity - heard of it.

O people of the village! Give thanks to God your Creator for
having favored you with the truth and preferred you above all
who dwell on earth, in that He honored you with His presence,
made you know His Self, and nourished you from the fruits of

the Lote-Tree of Paradise after all had been deprived thereof.

He caused you to attain His days, sent upon you the breezes
of holiness, turned you toward the right hand of oneness, and
drew you near to the blessed spot of glory. Thus does He
bestow His favor upon whomsoever He willeth and singles out
for His mercy such servants as are cut off from all who dwell
on earth. Therefore rejoice within yourselves and take pride
over all who are gathered in the kingdom.

; Know that God has inscribed your names in the holy scrolls

and ordained for you in Paradise a praiseworthy station. By
God! Were the station of but one of you to be revealed to those
on earth, they would sacrifice their souls in their longing for
this station which was created by God’s hand. But it has been
veiled from the eyes of men that the evil might be distinguished
from the good. Thus does God try them in the kingdom that
what lies in their hearts might be revealed, as indeed it has
been revealed, and you were witness to this. How many were
the servants who worshipped God in their days, commanded
people to righteousness and piety, wept over the tribulations
of the family of God, and closed their eyes in prayer and in
reciting visitations to show their orientation toward a holy,
worshipped Source! Yet when the truth came to them they
turned away from it and denied it, even to the point of killing
it with their own hands, and they were delighted with their
deeds. Thus does God render void the deeds of those who
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showed pride against Him, and accepts the deeds of those who
turned to God, humbled themselves before His countenance,
and walked the paths of His good-pleasure.

Remember, O people of the village, the bounty of God which
He hath in truth bestowed upon you, and taught you that
which none of the divines of the earth have known - they who,
by reason of the weight and size of their turbans, can scarcely
walk upon the earth, and when they move, they move as though
a mountain of hatred doth move across the land, detested. By
God! It behooveth you, O friends of God, to sanctify your-
selves from all that ye have been forbidden, and to thank God
throughout all days and nights for having singled you out with
a grace whereof others have no share, and to speak of God,
your Creator, in such wise that the fragrance of God may waft
from you, and ye may thus be distinguished from those who
have disbelieved and joined partners with God.

Thus doth the Dove counsel you and teach you the paths of
knowledge, that ye may be firmly grounded in God’s religion
and steadfast in His love. Fear God, and let not your deeds
be rendered vain through heedlessness, and boast not to God
of your faith in the Manifestation of His Self; rather God be-
stoweth His favor upon you in that He hath aided you in His
Cause, shown you the paths of glory and piety, and inspired
you with wondrous and hidden knowledge. Well is it with you,
O people of the village, for having been patient in God’s days
through hardship and tribulation, and for having heard with
your ears and witnessed with your eyes. God shall soon re-
ward you with the most excellent of rewards and grant you that
which shall satisfy your souls, and shall inscribe your names in
a holy and hidden Book. Strive, then, that your patience be
not nullified through complaint, and be content with whatso-
ever God hath decreed for you and with all that He shall decree
hereafter, for the world and its ornaments and embellishments
shall pass away in less than a moment and shall not endure, and
ye shall be brought into a seat of glory well-beloved. Blessed
are ye and those who have sacrificed themselves in the days
of God and were among those who soared in the atmosphere
of love and attained unto a station that was forbidden to all
others.

Wherefore, O Pen of Holiness, make mention of what befell
the Vahid at the hands of the enemies of God’s own Self, that
his cause may be remembered in the Concourse on High with
truth. When he who disbelieved and was wretched, then grew
arrogant and rebellious, heard thereof, he dispatched the hosts
of infidelity and commanded them to slay those the like of
whom the earth had never borne in their faith in God, and to
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shed blood whereby all things were purified. The wicked one
gave commands among the people contrary to what God had
revealed in the Book, and thus was his decree irrevocably fixed.
He appointed two chiefs over the hosts, who denied God and
His signs, and sold their religion for worldly gain, thereby pur-
chasing for themselves everlasting and perpetual torment, and
through their tyranny were destined for God’s wrath. They
came with the hosts of infidelity and the armies of idolatry
until they besieged God’s hosts and His loved ones, and were
inscribed by the Pen of Command in the Mother Book as the
most evil of men. They warred against God’s companions, dis-
puted with them, contended with them, and fought with all
their might to overcome the hosts of truth, but God caused
them to be defeated at the hands of the believers in their bat-
tle. When they proved powerless against the party of God
and His friends, they plotted and schemed within themselves
and took counsel together until they sent a messenger to the
Vahid with deceitful words. The messenger of Satan entered
unto Vahid and said: “You are the son of Muhammad and we
acknowledge your excellence over us. We have not come to con-
tend with you, but rather we desire reconciliation in your cause.
We will hear what you command us and follow your word, and
we will not oppose your judgment in the least degree.”

Then the Spirit opened Its mouth and the Holy Spirit spoke
through the tongue of the Vahid, saying: “O people! If you
acknowledge my excellence and recognize that I am the son of
Muhammad, the Messenger of God, why have you come against
us with the hosts of infidelity and besieged us, turning away
from God’s Cause and rebelling against it? O people! Fear God
and spread not corruption in the land, cast not God’s Cause
behind your backs, and fear God Who created you and sus-
tained you and sent down unto you wondrous verses of might.
O people! The kingdom and your hosts shall perish, then he
who sent you with tyranny. Consider what befell the nations
of old and be mindful of matters that were decreed aforetime.

O people! T am but a servant who has believed in God and His
verses revealed through the tongue of Ali in truth. If you are
not content with my presence among you, I will depart unto
God. I desire nothing from you. Fear God and shed not the
blood of His loved ones, seize not people’s property unjustly,
and deny not God after having claimed faith for yourselves.
Thus do I counsel you with justice; follow my counsel and
stray not from the Cause which has dawned from the horizon
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of the Spirit. O people! Would you slay a man for saying ‘My
Lord is God,” when he has brought you signs that confound the
minds of all creation? Have mercy on yourselves and follow not
your desires. You shall depart from this transient world and
appear before the presence of the Almighty, the Self-Subsisting.
You shall be questioned concerning what you did on earth and
be recompensed for all that you wrought in the false domin-
ion. This is what hath been irrevocably decreed in the mighty
tablets.”

2 Thus was His decree established in the Tablets with invinci-

ble might. Messages and missives were repeatedly exchanged
between them until they set forth God’s Book amongst them-
selves, swore by it, sealed it and dispatched it to the Beauty
of Glory, the Vahid. Thus did they seek to practice deception
in God’s Cause, making promises with their tongues that were
absent from their hearts. The hatred in their breasts was like
a fire concealed behind veils of deceit. They beseeched Vahid
to honor their places and gatherings with his presence, em-
phatically renewing their covenant and pledge, while they lay
sleeping upon the couch of self and passion.

When God’s Book came before Vahid, he arose and proclaimed
to those around him: “O people! The promised time has come
and destiny’s decrees have been fulfilled in truth. I shall go
to them that what lies ordained for me behind the pavilion of
destiny may be made manifest”” Thus did he ever place his
trust in his Lord. Vahid entered among the hosts of tyranny
and the armies of Satan with but a few souls. They arose to
welcome him, giving him precedence over themselves in walk-
ing and sitting, and he remained among them for numbered
days. Through him they wrote to the people of the village to
disperse, assuring them they would not be harmed, until they
had scattered them. Then the forces of unbelief entered their
quarter and practiced a mighty deception against them.

When their hearts and souls were at ease, they broke their
covenant, violated their pledge, transgressed God’s decree
among them, and breached the Book’s covenant through their
passions. Thus were their names inscribed as accursed in
the Tablets by God’s Pen. They seized Vahid, violated his
sanctity, stripped his body, and perpetrated such acts as
caused the eyes of the denizens of Paradise to shed crimson
tears. God’s curse be upon those who wronged him and those
who continue to commit injustice in these days when the Sun
is veiled behind sacred clouds. Not content with what they
had done, they slew the villagers over successive years, took
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their women captive, plundered their possessions, and showed
no fear of God Who created and nurtured them. They vied
with one another in oppression and in what Satan cast into
their hearts, while God witnessed their deeds.

They raised heads upon spears and lances and entered the
land which God had honored above all other regions of earth,
wherein the All-Merciful was established upon the throne of
a magnificent Name. When they arrived in the city, people
gathered around them - some reviling them with their tongues,
others stoning them with their hands - while the dwellers of the
heavens bit their fingers in astonishment at what these unbe-
lievers had done to these radiant and luminous countenances.
They brought them into the city, and God knows what befell
them after their entry, for He keeps account of all things in a
noble and precious Book.

O Divine Beauty! This is not the first time that the idol-
aters have acted thus on earth. They slew Husayn and his
companions, then took his family captive, and now they weep
and lament for him morning and evening. Say: O concourse
of brutes! Have ye not inferred the truth of Husayn and his
companions from how they sacrificed themselves and gave up
their possessions, and ye were mindful of this? How then do
ye brand these martyrs with unbelief after they gave up their
wealth and their women in the path of God and strove therein
until they were slain in diverse ways such as no ear hath heard
and no eye of creation hath collectively witnessed? And when
it is said unto them, “Why did ye slay those who believed in
God and His signs?” they say, “We found them to be unbe-
lievers in the land.”

Thus did these same words issue from your
mouths aforetime against the Prophets and Messengers until
ye slew them with the sharpened swords of hatred, and God
doth encompass all things. Woe unto you for having denied
God’s Messengers and risen up to wage war against them until
ye shed their blood without right, as attesteth what hath been
inscribed upon the Tablets, preserved and hidden. Say: Hath
not God established in His Book that which distinguisheth
between the truthful and the liar through His true word “Then
wish for death, if ye speak truth”? Why then did ye deny those
whose truthfulness God hath attested in His Book, which no
falsehood can approach and which was sent down from the
Tablet? Ye perceived it not, cast God’s Book behind your
backs, and slew those who wished for death in God’s path -
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to this your eyes, your tongues and your hearts bear witness,
and beyond all this God is the Witness. Shame upon you for
having shed the blood of those the like of whom the eyes of
creation have never seen, and for having denied them after
their truthfulness was confirmed by the explicit text of the
Book, and for having followed those who would not consent to
the diminution of even an atom of their prestige in God’s path,
and whose only concern in this world is to consume the wealth
of the people and to occupy the highest seats in assemblies,
thereby priding themselves above all who dwell on earth.

By God! It behooveth you to take these transgressors as your
lords instead of God and to follow them until ye enter with
them into the fire that was created for the idolaters. Say: By
God! If ye were to become aware for less than a moment, ye
would destroy your books which ye have written without God’s
leave, strike your heads, flee from your homes and dwell in the
mountains, eating naught but fetid black mud.

Say: The souls of those who were martyred upon the earth have
taken flight, and now they soar in the atmosphere of nearness
and circle round the mighty throne. At every moment the
angels of grace descend upon them and give them tidings of a
station of praiseworthy glory. Each day God reveals Himself to
them with such splendor that were it to appear to the dwellers
of earth and heaven, they would fall down unconscious. Say:
O assemblage of the wretched! Rejoice not in your deeds, for
soon shall you return to God and be gathered before His glory
on the Day when the pillars of all creation shall quake. God
will then call you to account in His justice for what you have
wrought against His loved ones in the days of falsehood. Not a
single deed of yours shall be overlooked but shall be laid bare
before you. You shall be rewarded according to your works,
for nothing escapes God’s knowledge and He encompasses all
things.

The wrongdoers in the nethermost depths of the fire shall say:
“Would that we had not taken these divines as our friends!”
O people of the village! Remember God’s favor upon you
when you were on the brink of the abyss of unbelief, and He
saved you through His grace and guided you to the court of
His unique Name. When you were enemies, He united your
hearts, brought you together in truth, exalted your name, and
sent down verses unto you from a tongue of beloved glory. Re-
member too when We passed by you with hosts of angels and
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opened unto you the gates of Paradise. You were gathered
when passing by the fortress, but Satan whispered to some
among you and cast terror into your hearts. Then We found
some of you disturbed and shaken, but We pardoned those who
were troubled, as a mercy from Us upon you and upon all who
dwell on earth.

Say: Those who have disbelieved among the people of the
village are the most evil of men, just as you are the best
of servants. Thus have We recorded the matter in a Tablet
sealed with the seal of glory. Those who did not present them-
selves before Vahid, who warred against him and disputed with
him falsely - these are cursed in this world and the next, and
the word of punishment from One mighty and wise is decreed
against them.

O loved ones of God from that village! Hold fast to the cord
of God, then thank Him for having chosen you in truth. You
have become, through God’s mercy, steadfast upon the paths
of holiness. O trees of the village! Prostrate yourselves before
God your Creator, for the breezes of spring in a season of
unique glory have wafted over you. O earth of that village!
Thank your Lord, for God has transformed you on the Day of
Resurrection and the lights of the Spirit have shone upon you
from a horizon of glorious light. O air of the village! Remember
God, Who has purified you from the dust of self and passion,
raised you up in truth and caused you to be presented before
Him.

Blessed art thou, O Yahya, for having fulfilled thy covenant on
the day when the heavens and earth were created. Thou didst
take the Book of God with the power of thy faith and wert
drawn by the melodies of His days to the sanctuary of Beauty.
Then did the Concourse on High give thee glad tidings of what
was recorded in a Tablet to which clung the spirits of the Books
and beyond them the Mother Book, which was preserved in the
fortress of infallibility. Thus doth God reward His servants who
have believed in Him and His verses, and He seizes those who
have wronged on earth. Verily, the curse of God be upon all
wrongdoers.

O Delight of Eternity! Change thy melody and chant with
the notes of the warbling doves from behind the pavilions of
names in the heaven of attributes, that perchance the birds
of the Throne may detach themselves from the dust of their
own selves and wing their flight to their true habitation in that
station which is sanctified above all sanctification. O Essence
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of Truth! Sing and trill with the sweetest of melodies, for the
maidens of Paradise have emerged from their chambers and
from the pavilions of God’s protection to hearken unto thy
song which was chanted concerning the tales of truth in the
Qayyumu’l-Asma’. Deprive them not of what they seek from
the wonders of thy bounty, for verily thou art the Generous
One in the precincts of eternity and the Lord of great bounty
in the heaven of the unseen, and thy name hath been known
for bounty in the Supreme Concourse.

O Beauty of Holiness! The idolaters will not allow this melody
to issue forth from this soul, and when the voice seeketh to
emerge from my mouth, they place upon it the hands of hatred.
Yet Thou, despite Thy knowledge of this, commandest me to
raise the call in the atmosphere of this heaven. Verily Thou art
the Doer of what Thou willest, the Judge of justice, doing what
Thou pleasest and remaining wise over all things. And shouldst
Thou hear Thy servant’s call and fulfill his need through Thy
grace, then excuse them with the most gracious words and
gentlest utterance, that they may return to their pavilions and
their seats in the chambers of crimson ruby. Thou knowest that
I am tried amongst the idolaters of both parties, and Thou art
the Ruler of both causes, the Observer of both judgments, the
One manifest in both garments, the One dawning with both
suns, the One mentioned by both names, the Lord of both
Easts, the Commander of both mysteries in both lines, and
God is, beyond what I say, All-Knowing. Thou knowest that
I fear not for myself, for I have sacrificed my soul and spirit
on the day when Thou didst honor me with Thy presence,
taught me the wonders of Thy beauty, and inspired me with
the gems of Thy verses, gathered upon all who have entered
beneath the shadow of Thy Cause. Rather, I fear lest the
pillars of the Cause be scattered by the Most Great Word, even
as these deluded ones scattered them on the day when Thou
didst establish Thyself upon the thrones of existence through
Thy mercy which encompasseth all in the worlds collectively.
Thus have We detailed this matter in detail on the day which
was then sent down from the heaven of the Spirit.

i O Blood-Drenched Robe! Pay no heed to the signs, then burn

the veils, then appear adorned with the ornament of God be-
tween earth and heaven, then sing with the hidden and trea-
sured melodies within thy spirit in these days wherein there
hath befallen the Manifestation of God’s Self what no eyes
of creation have ever witnessed. O Beauty of Holiness! The
command is in Thy hands, and I am but Thy humble servant,
abased before Thee and ruled by Thy command. When Thou
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commandest me to make mention in remembrance of God, the
Most Great, and God’s Greatest Treasure, it behooveth Thee
to command the angels of Paradise to guard the pillars of the
Throne, then the angels on high to preserve the pavilions of
grandeur, lest the veil of the Divine Realm be rent asunder by
this Call which hath been concealed in the breast of glory.

O Glory of the Spirit! Veil not Thyself with these veils, but
appear through God’s power, then break the seal from the ves-
sels of the Spirit which have been sealed from all eternity with
the seal of preservation, that the fragrant breezes may waft
from this Ancient Vessel upon all created things, perchance all
existence may be quickened by the breath of the All-Merciful
and arise to promote the Cause on the Day whereon the Spirit
shall be witnessed from the direction of dawn.

Say: This Tablet commandeth you to patience in this greatest
terror and ordaineth steadfastness for you in this most mighty
anguish, at the time when the Dove of Hijaz shall wing its flight
from the precincts of Iraq, and the breezes of separation shall
blow upon all contingent things, and the crimson hue shall
appear in the face of heaven, and thus was the matter decreed
in the Mother Book. Say: The Bird of Immortality hath taken
flight from the horizon of the invisible realm and seeketh the
heaven of the spirit in the holy Sinai, that the decrees of destiny
might be reflected in the mirror of divine determination, and
this is one of the hidden mysteries. Say: The Bird of Glory
hath flown from one branch and seeketh the holy Branch that
was planted in the land of exile. Say: The breeze of divine unity
hath wafted from the City of Peace and seeketh to blow upon
the City of Separation that was mentioned in the scrolls of the
Command. Say: O concourse of the heavens and earth! Cast
ye ashes upon your faces and heads, for Beauty hath vanished
from the cities of nearness and seeketh to rise from the horizon
of a distant heaven. All this hath been ordained in truth, and
we thank God for this and for what He hath sent down upon
us of tribulation after tribulation, and hath rained down upon
us from the clouds of destiny showers of recognized sorrow.

O Essence of Grief! End thy words in this remembrance, for by
it We have grieved and the dwellers of the Supreme Concourse
have grieved. Then make mention of ‘Abdu’llah who asked
about a message that was in truth momentous. Say: By God,
the Truth! The Message hath been fulfilled in the Beauty of
‘Ali, made manifest. Then the servants differed concerning it,
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and the divines of the age objected to it - they who were veiled
by the veils of self. And ye have recognized the Beauty of God
in the vesture of ‘Ali, the Self-Subsisting, and soon will all who
are in the heavens and earth recognize Him. This hath been
inscribed in truth and was decreed by God as inevitable. And
ye shall learn of a message at a time which must surely come.

But, O people of the Bayan! Strive within yourselves lest ye
differ regarding the Cause of God. Be steadfast in the Cause
like unto a mountain firmly fixed in truth, that neither the
whisperings of Satan may cause you to slip, nor anything on
earth make you waver. This is what the Dove of the Cause
counseleth you at the time of parting from the land of Iraq,
through that which the hands of the ungodly have wrought.

Know then, O company of the chosen ones, that when the Sun
setteth, the birds of night move about in darkness. There-
fore, turn not unto them, but set your faces toward a holy
and beloved direction. Beware lest ye follow the Samiri within
yourselves, nor pursue the calf when it appeareth among you.
This is the best counsel from Me unto you and unto all creation
collectively.

2 Ye shall hear the call of the Samiri after Me, and he shall

summon you unto Satan. Turn not then unto him, but turn
unto a Beauty mighty yet concealed. Thus do We address
all who are in the heavens and on earth in this City, that all
things may receive what hath been ordained for them by One
All-Wise, All-Knowing.

And thou, O Time, be not heedless of this moment which hath
come in truth, wherein the breath of God wafteth from a holy
western direction. And thou, O Hour, rejoice in this Hour
which hath arisen in truth. Then recognize in this eternal,
enduring, celestial Table that which hath descended from the
cloud of holiness and the shadows of light from the heaven of
glory in the name of God.

O Day! Hlumine all created things with this Divine, radiant,
resplendent Day which hath appeared from the horizon of Iraq
unto all regions and been witnessed. Thus do We expound
unto you the verses and cast upon you the words of the Spirit,
and bestow upon all things that which hath been decreed in
a mighty Book inscribed, that all things may know the Foun-
tainhead of Oneness in this Ridvan which hath in truth been
outpoured. And the Spirit be upon you and upon those who
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have circled round the Cause and who have walked in the path
of love.

WOB.116x, BLO_PT#116, HURQ.BH23, NYR#144

(':".“*'m s Nl o)l L.‘;QM GhL oF

€ oo
INBA36:173, INBAT73:082, Berlin1237408,
BRL_DA#726, AYT.262, LMA1.379

(228), MAS4.282, ASATS5.246x,
ASAT5.309x, ASAT5.247x, FBAH.160x,
OOL.B138
To: Abul-Hasan in Shin, in Shiraz
He is the Mighty. a1

This is a Book wherein the Dove warbleth with melodies of
glorious love, and reciteth unto all created things the verses
of separation. This is an ordinance from the presence of the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting King. Grieve thou not at the grief
of this day, neither be thou dismayed by this most great dis-
may and this supreme anxiety. Put thy trust in God, the
Mighty, the Praised. Fear thou no one, and sorrow not over
anything. Verily that which We had ordained for thee in previ-
ous Tablets hath been fulfilled in truth, and this is what hath
been inscribed in a preserved and glorious Book, wherein the
destinies of all things have been decreed, did ye but know. Re-
mind thou the servants at all times, and be not perturbed by
any matter. Then walk thou in the path of truth, for this is
better for thee than all that was and shall be. God shall soon
exalt His Cause in truth, and make His words to prevail, and
manifest His proof.

He, verily, is the King, the Sovereign, the Guardian, the Self-
Subsisting. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who
walk in the ways of God and are not dismayed.
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To: Mirza Siyyid Muhammad Afnan (Aqa Mirza Aga), in Shiraz

Aga in Shin EAINERH]
He is the Glorious! gl s o

Hearken to what the departing Dove revealeth unto thee, as He
prepareth to leave the realm of ‘Iraq — such are the methods
of God decreed for His Messengers. Let this not cause thee
sorrow. Put thy trust in thy Lord and the Lord of thy forefa-
thers.... Those who are endowed with the insight of the spirit
are independent of all that was and shall be created, and are
able to behold the mysteries of the Cause behind the thickest
veils. Say, O beloved of God! Fear none and let nothing grieve
thee; be steadfast in the Cause. By God, those who have drunk
of the love of God, the Glorious, the Effulgent, have no fear of
anyone, and show patience in calamity, like unto the patience
of the lover toward the good pleasure of the beloved. With
them affliction ranketh greater than that which the lovers per-
ceive in the countenance of the beloved. Say, O concourse of
evil-doers! Erelong the Cause of God will, in truth, be exalted,
and the standards of those who join partners with God will per-
ish, and the people shall enter the Faith of God, the Sovereign,
the Supreme, the Ancient of Days. Well is it with those who
have now hastened forth in the love of God and received the
tidings of the breath of the Holy Spirit. Glory be unto you, O
concourse of believers in the unity of God.

Know then that thy letter hath reached Us, and We have given
this reply to create in thy heart the warmth of yearning, to
cause thee to turn to the paradise of this resplendent Name, to
make thee detached from all, and to enable thee to soar to such
heights as have not been attained by the wings of the worldly-
wise who are not under the shadow of God’s countenance and
who are indeed of the perplexed.

EBTB.222, JHT_B#003
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To: Mirza Fath-Ali Fath-i-Azam

He is the Almighty a2 e

O letter Fa in the realm of Baha! Hearken thou to My call at
this time when tears are flowing down luminous holy cheeks,

when the hearts of the people of Paradise are trembling and ten-

der hearts of glory have melted, by reason of what has befallen
the Name that hath preceded all names from time immemorial,
even as was revealed aforetime upon the tongue of the temples
of Ahmadian holiness in the prayer which the Imams of the
Faith would recite on the luminous Nights of Power. Thus have
We removed for thee the veil of the Cause that thou mayest be
steadfast in love.

Well is it with thee that in these latter days thy missives have
reached the unseen hosts of might and the party of exalted
light, and by this thy name hath been inscribed among the
emigrants in wondrous tablets of glory. God shall soon exalt
thy name in truth and join thee with the beauty of a radiant
countenance.

We had written thee before the Book of the Spirit wherein We
revealed eloquent verses of nearness and wherein We detailed
every matter in detail, and it shall reach thee in truth - this is
what hath been inscribed in a preserved tablet of glory. And
We commanded thee therein to remind the people in these
days when the Beauty of the All-Merciful hath mounted the
Buraq of the Cause, by reason of what the hands of the wicked
unbelievers have wrought.

And glory and the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who
hearken to thy words concerning the Cause of thy Lord and
who remain faithful to the Covenant.
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Study guide to this volume

The late Baghdad writings gathered in this volume trace a decisive intensification: from coded
disclosure through symbolic vision to the joyous proclamation of the first day of Ridvan. The
period was one of acute personal danger—assassination plots were real, community tensions were
severe, and Ottoman authorities were preparing to exile Baha’u’llah once more—yet the writings of
these years are among the most luminous and formally adventurous He composed. Texts range from
the defiant lyrical joy of Shikkar-Shikan Shavand (BH00746) through the extraordinary theophanic
vision of the Lawh-i-Huriyyih (BH00454) and the ethical compact of the Lawh-i-Mallahu’l-Quds
(BH01355) to the theodicy of the Suriy-i-Sabr (BH00034) and the cosmic proclamation of Ridvan
(BH00379). If the middle Baghdad period taught how to seek, the late Baghdad period announces
that the Beloved has already arrived and is now calling His lovers by name.

The Beloved Calls: The Reversal of the Mystical Quest

Key Passages

O My friends that dwell upon the dust! Haste forth unto your celestial habitation.
Announce unto yourselves the joyful tidings: “He Who is the Best-Beloved is come! He
hath crowned Himself with the glory of God’s Revelation, and hath unlocked to the
face of men the doors of His ancient Paradise.” Let all eyes rejoice, and let every ear be
gladdened, for now is the time to gaze on His beauty, now is the fit time to hearken to
His voice. — BHO02198

Behold how the manifold grace of God, which is being showered from the clouds of
Divine glory, hath, in this day, encompassed the world. For whereas in days past every
lover besought and searched after his Beloved, it is the Beloved Himself Who now is
calling His lovers and is inviting them to attain His presence. — BHO02198

Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the Rose Garden of changeless splendor a Flower hath
begun to bloom, compared to which every other flower is but a thorn, and before the
brightness of Whose glory the very essence of beauty must pale and wither. Arise,
therefore, and, with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts, with all the eagerness of your
souls, the full fervor of your will, and the concentrated efforts of your entire being,
strive to attain the paradise of His presence, and endeavor to inhale the fragrance of
the incorruptible Flower. — BHO02198
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Context for Study

The Lawh-i-‘Ashiq va Ma‘shuq (“Tablet of the Lover and the Beloved,” BH02198) announces a
reversal that overturns the logic of the entire Sufi mystical tradition: it is no longer the lover who
searches for the hidden Beloved but the Beloved Himself who is calling. In Rumi, Hafez, ‘Attar,
and the entire Persian ghazal tradition, the lover wanders, laments, searches, loses his mind in the
search, sifts the dust for the beloved’s trace. This is the grammar of the soul’s quest for the divine.
The Lawh-i-‘Ashig announces that this grammar has been superseded: the Beloved has unlocked
the doors of paradise, the Rose has bloomed, and the time of searching has given way to the time
of encounter. The urgency of the text is consequently different from the urgency of the quest
literature: the seeker’s task is no longer the endurance of the long road but the courage to accept
the gift now being offered, to “lift the veil that obscureth your vision” and see what is before them.
The warning “Night hath succeeded day.. and the hours and moments of your lives have come
and gone, and yet none of you hath, for one instant, consented to detach himself from that which
perisheth” is addressed not to those who have not yet begun seeking but to seekers who have spent
their lives in the quest and now, at the threshold of its fulfillment, hesitate. Students of Christian
mystical theology will recognize the structure of the canticle tradition (Song of Songs, Bridegroom
mysticism), in which the divine lover seeks the soul before the soul recognizes the seeking; students
of Jewish liturgy will recognize the Shabbat welcome of the Beloved as Bride; students of Sufi
poetry will note how this text affirms and simultaneously completes the love mysticism tradition
by announcing that the longing has reached its term.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does it mean for the divine-human relationship when the initiative passes from the
seeker to the Beloved? How does this reversal change the nature of the spiritual discipline
required?

2. The text warns: “Beware lest ye forfeit so precious a favor; beware lest ye belittle so remark-
able a token of His grace.” What kind of forfeiture is being warned against? Is it inattention,
fear, pride, or something else?

3. The Rose Garden is described as a place where “every other flower is but a thorn.” How does
this absolute language function? Compare with John 14:6 (“I am the way, the truth, and
the life”) and with the Qur’anic “Say: He is God, One” (112:1). What does such exclusive
language accomplish, and what risks does it carry?

4. The Sufi tradition depicts the beloved as hidden, elusive, appearing only in moments of
grace. This text depicts the Beloved as unveiled and actively calling. Do these two models
of the divine-human encounter contradict each other, or are they sequential stages in a single
relationship?

5. “Night hath succeeded day... and yet none of you hath, for one instant, consented to detach
himself from that which perisheth.” What is the psychological mechanism of this failure to
respond? How does it compare with Kierkegaard’s account of “dread” at the threshold of the
religious stage?
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The Maiden’s Encounter: Vision, Sorrow, and the Burden of Theo-
phany

Key Passages

Then came forth the Maiden who, from time immemorial, had been concealed in the
pavilion of sanctity and protection and glory, and in the tabernacle of purity and might
and majesty. And there was inscribed upon her luminous brow, with crimson ink by the
Most Exalted Pen: “By God! This is a Maiden whom none but God, the Most Exalted,
the Most High, hath ever known...” — BHO00454

She said: “I perceive in thee traces of a sorrow the like of which I have witnessed in
none other. It is as though I see that all creation grieveth with thy grief, such that I
find the lamp of joy extinguished in the niche of thy heart and the lights of gladness
cut off from the lamp of thy inner being... however much I searched, I found no heart
within thee whereby I might learn of thy matter.” — BHO00454

When she recognized the trembling of my inner being, the yearning of my heart, the
cry of my essence, the burning of my bones, the quivering of my skin, the agitation of
my soul, and the perturbation of my body, she called out to me saying: “Hast thou a
mother who would lament for thee in thy tribulation?”... she raised her hands to my
shoulders and I placed my hands upon her shoulders and we wept immeasurably, beyond
the reckoning of time, eternity past or future, ages or epochs. — BHO00454

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Huriyyih (“Tablet of the Maiden,” BH00454) is among the most formally extraordi-
nary texts in all of Baha'u’llah’s writings: a sustained visionary narrative in which a Celestial
Maiden—the embodiment of the Spirit of Revelation, who in Islamic and Baha’i symbology repre-
sents the divine Word taking luminous human form—emerges from her primordial concealment and
encounters Baha'u’llah Himself. The encounter follows the grammar of a Sufi theophanic vision
but exceeds it in psychological and theological depth. The Maiden’s descent from the heavenly
sanctuary is described in terms of ontological significance: by her endurance all existence endures,
in her are “rivers of life,” she is at once water and fire, and her song is heard without word or letter.
Yet the vision’s most startling moment is the Maiden’s recognition of Baha’u’llah’s sorrow: she
searches through His entire being—His limbs, His liver, His heart—and finds no heart, only grief so
vast it is literally beyond physical containment. The mutual weeping that follows is one of the most
intimate passages in the Baha’i canon: the Celestial Messenger and the Prophet of God weeping
together beyond the reckoning of time, each bearing for the other the unbearable weight of what is
being inaugurated. The Maiden’s final recognition—“Art Thou the Beloved of the worlds?”—and
Baha’u’llah’s guidance of her to Himself constitute a moment of simultaneous revelation and con-
cealment: He discloses His identity to the Maiden while remaining veiled to the wider world. The
address at the end—*“O ye who dwell upon the carpet of the love of God... interpret it for Me, if
ye be interpreters of the Spirit’s vision”—invites the reader into the same act of recognition the
Maiden has just performed. Students of the Christian tradition will find the closest parallel not in
Pauline theology but in the contemplative visionary literature of Hildegard of Bingen and Julian
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of Norwich; students of Islamic mysticism will recognize the theophanic structure of Ibn ‘Arabi’s
Tarjuman al-Ashwaq; students of comparative mythology will find echoes of the encounter between

the divine and the hero in myths of vocation across cultures.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Maiden finds “no heart” in Baha’u’llah—His inner being has been entirely given over,
emptied by suffering. How does this image of the emptied heart function theologically?
Compare with the Christian kenotic tradition (Philippians 2:7) and with the Sufi concept of

fana’ (annihilation of the self in God).

2. The vision is explicitly addressed to those who “dwell upon the carpet of the love of God”
and invites them to interpret it. What does it mean for a text about a private theophanic

vision to be shared as a communal teaching? Does sharing the vision change its nature?

3. The Maiden weeps with Baha'u’llah “beyond the reckoning of time.” What is the theological
significance of grief shared between the revelatory Self and the Celestial Messenger? Does the

divine suffer in this vision?

4. The Maiden’s beauty is described in terms that recall both the Islamic Hur (heavenly maiden)
and the Sufi concept of the divine epiphany in beautiful form (tajalli). How does the use of
feminine imagery for the Spirit of Revelation relate to female imagery for the divine in other
traditions (the Shekhinah in Judaism, the Holy Spirit in early Syriac Christianity, Shakti in

Hinduism)?

5. At the end, Baha'u’llah “guided her to my Self.” What form of recognition is being described?
How does it compare with the moment of recognition in other mystical literature—Dante’s

recognition of Beatrice in Paradise, Paul’s blinding encounter on the Damascus road?

Steadfastness as Defiance: Joy in the Face of Assassination

Key Passages

The lovers in the path of the Beloved and the confidants of the sanctuary of the Desired
One fear not calamity and seek not to avoid fate. They are nourished by the ocean of
submission and drink from the stream of Tasnim. They would not exchange the good-
pleasure of the Friend for both worlds, nor would they trade the decree of the Beloved
for the boundless realm. They drink the poison of tribulations as if it were the water
of life, and quaff deadly venom as though it were life-giving honey. — BHO00746

Despite all these enemies, both within and without, who have raised the standard of op-
position and have girded themselves with utmost determination to repel these poor ones,
one should certainly, according to the dictates of reason, exercise caution and choose to
flee... Yet through divine favor and infinite invisible confirmations, we are radiant like
the sun and manifest like the moon, seated upon the throne of tranquility and resting
upon the carpet of patience. What fear has the spiritual fish of the destruction of the
ship, and what concern has the holy spirit for the corruption of the outward body? —
BHO00746
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Context for Study

Shikkar-Shikan Shavand (BH00746) is written in direct response to news of assassination plots and
organized denunciations—and its tone is extraordinary: not defensive, not anxious, but luminously
calm, even joyful. The text opens with a Persian couplet about candy and parrots, moves through
an analysis of the true lover’s relationship to danger, and deploys a series of images (the spiritual
fish unafraid of the ship’s destruction, the holy spirit unconcerned for the body’s corruption) that
reframe martyrdom as liberation rather than defeat. Baha’u’llah’s rhetoric here is deliberately
paradoxical: “One should kiss the hand of the assassin and dance joyously towards the path of the
Friend.” This is not a masochistic embrace of suffering but a claim about the nature of spiritual
identity: if the essential self is the soul rather than the body, and if the soul’s home is with the
divine Beloved, then death is not a threat but a homecoming. The text situates this posture
within the prophetic tradition—citing the Qur’anic verse about God plotting against those who
plotted against the Prophet (“God is the best of plotters”)—and draws a structural analogy: as
the Prophet’s persistence in the face of plotters became its own proof of divine authority, so the
community’s fearless continuity in Baghdad is itself the most eloquent testimony to the truth of
what Baha’u’llah carries. Students of the Stoic tradition will recognize the argument about the
distinction between what is “up to us” (the soul’s orientation) and what is not (the body’s fate);
students of early Christian martyrology will recognize the argument that death freely accepted is
a form of sovereignty rather than defeat; students of political philosophy will recognize the claim
that a community that cannot be intimidated by violence has a form of power that no army can
overcome.

Questions for Reflection

1. “Kiss the hand of the assassin and dance joyously towards the path of the Friend” — is this
counsel genuinely available to ordinary religious people, or does it require a degree of spiritual
development that few achieve? What would it take to actually live this teaching?

2. The image of the “spiritual fish” unafraid of the ship’s destruction reframes bodily death as
irrelevant to what is essential. How does this compare with the Platonic doctrine that the
philosopher’s task is to “practice dying” (Phaedo 64a), with Paul’s “to live is Christ, to die
is gain” (Philippians 1:21), and with the Zen teaching of dying before you die?

3. The text uses rational argument (“one should certainly, according to the dictates of reason,
exercise caution”) before overturning it with a claim about divine favor. What is the rela-
tionship between practical wisdom and spiritual trust in this passage? Does spiritual trust
replace practical reason, or operate alongside it?

4. The text was written in the context of a specific biographical crisis. How does knowing this
change how one reads the universal spiritual counsel it offers? Is there something lost when
a crisis response becomes a timeless teaching?

5. How does this posture of joyful steadfastness under threat relate to the Baha’i community’s
later history of persecution in Iran and elsewhere? Does the text provide a practical ethic for
communities facing organized violence?
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Inner and Outer: The Ethics of Spiritual Congruence

Key Passages

We have passed beyond the loftiness of detachment, the exaltation of unity, the most
great transcendence and the most mighty sanctity; now must they strive with earnest
endeavour and firm resolve, that the secrets of the inner life be not contrary to outward
deeds, nor outward acts at variance with inward realities. We have spoken of the offering
of life in the path of the Well-Beloved; now must they arise to offer justice and fairness
unto their own selves. — BHO01355

The lip is the seat of the remembrance of the Beloved — defile it not with filthy water.
The heart is the home of the mysteries of the Eternal — occupy it not with the regard
of perishing things. Seek ye the Water of Life from the Kawthar of the beauty of the
All-Glorious, and not from the manifestations of Satan. — BHO01355

Context for Study

The Lawh-i-Mallahu’l-Quds (“Tablet of the Holy Mariner,” BH01355, Persian section) contains one
of the most ethically precise counsels in the late Baghdad corpus. Composed on the eve of the
declaration in the Garden of Ridvan, it addresses the community with a frank acknowledgment:
the heights of mystical teaching—detachment, unity, transcendence—have been expounded. Now
comes the harder work: the alignment of inner life and outward action. The phrase “the secrets of
the inner life be not contrary to outward deeds” is a compact formulation of what Aristotle called
hexis and what Thomas Aquinas would recognize as the unity of virtue: the virtuous person is not
someone who controls their behavior despite their desires but someone whose desires, speech, and
action are aligned around a single good. The passage then specifies the discipline required: the
lips (speech) must not be defiled, the heart must not be occupied with perishing things. This is
not mere asceticism; it is an account of what integrity—the undividedness of the person—actually
requires. The text is also notable for what it implies about the condition of the community at
this point: the warning that some have “become occupied with the beauty of the Cup-bearer and
heedless of the Countenance of the Eternal” and have “deemed the shadow to be the sun” suggests
real moral failures within the community that prompted the counsel. Students of virtue ethics from
Aristotle through Aquinas and Maclntyre will find here a recognizable account of the gap between
stated values and lived character; students of Buddhist ethics will recognize the insistence on right
speech as a foundation of right life; students of Kantian ethics will find a claim that moral integrity
cannot be achieved by rules alone but requires the ordering of the whole person.

Questions for Reflection

1. The text counsels “offer justice and fairness unto your own selves.” What does self-justice
mean? Is it self-honesty, self-discipline, self-compassion, or all three? How does this concept
compare with Aristotle’s account of justice as a virtue directed primarily toward others?

2. “The lip is the seat of the remembrance of the Beloved — defile it not with filthy water.” What
practices of speech does this counsel require? How does it compare with Buddhist teachings
on right speech and with the Jewish prohibition on lashon hara (harmful speech)?
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3. The text describes companions who “became occupied with the beauty of the Cup-bearer and
heedless of the Countenance of the Eternal” — the intermediate became an obstacle to the
ultimate. Is this a permanent structural danger in religious life? How might a community
guard against substituting devotion to a leader for devotion to God?

4. “The secrets of the inner life be not contrary to outward deeds.” This counsel of congruence
is addressed to a community, not only to individuals. What are the community-level forms
of incongruence between inner conviction and outward practice, and how might they be
addressed?

5. How does the ethical teaching of this section prepare the community for what is about to
be proclaimed in the Garden of Ridvan? What kind of moral and spiritual condition would
a community need to be in to receive and sustain a revelation of the magnitude Baha’u’llah
was about to disclose?

Job’s Patience and the Martyrs of Nayriz: Theodicy and Sacred
History

Key Passages

Remember Our servant Job, when he appeared with the banners of wealth in the realm,
and his people envied him and slandered him in their gatherings.. When We had sanc-
tified him from the ornaments of the realm and purified him from the filth of earth and
cleansed him from all worldly conditions, We caused a scorching wind from the angels
of wrath to blow upon his skin. Thereby his body weakened, his form was afflicted, and
his members trembled... Yet each day he increased in thankfulness, and he was patient
at all times and did not lament what befell him. — BHO00034

God hath created a garden in the precincts of eternity and named it Patience, a name
which until that day had been treasured in the repositories of infallibility. Therein
hath He ordained that which He hath ordained in no other paradise, and We have now
unveiled its covering and mentioned it unto you as a mercy from Us unto all the worlds.
— BH00034

They who aid God with their wealth and their persons, and who endure hardships
seeking God’s face — these were from all eternity victorious through God’s help, even
though they be slain and burnt on earth, for they were created from spirits and soared
in the atmosphere of the Spirit by God’s leave. They pay no heed to their physical
bodies in this realm and long for trials in their Creator’s path as the guilty long for
forgiveness and the infant for its mother’s breast. — BHO00034

Context for Study

The Suriy-i-Sabr (Lawh-i-Ayyub, “Tablet of Job,” BH00034) was revealed on the First Day of
Ridvan—the very day of Baha'u’llah’s declaration in the Garden—and it is at once a retelling of
the Job story, a meditation on the Babi martyrs of Nayriz and Zanjan, and a theodicy of suffering as
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spiritual purification. The text’s account of Job follows the Qur’anic narrative closely (Job/Ayyub
as a prophet of patience, BH0O0034) while enriching it with detail about his wife’s sacrifice and the
progressive stripping of everything Job possessed until nothing remained but his gratitude. The
parallel with the Babi martyrs is made explicit: like Job, the companions of Vahid (the Babi leader)
in Nayriz had their wealth, their families, and their lives stripped from them; like Job, they were
victorious not in the worldly sense but in the spiritual sense that their patience and trust in God
remained unshaken. The doctrine that emerges is what might be called a “Paradise of Patience”
(Jannat-i-Sabr)—a specific station in the divine realm reserved for those who endured tribulation
seeking the face of God, a station “wherein He hath ordained that which He hath ordained in no
other paradise.” This is not consolation theology; it is a claim about the metaphysical efficacy
of patient suffering—that something is accomplished in the spiritual order through the free and
willing acceptance of trial that no other action can accomplish. Students of Christian theology will
recognize a parallel with the doctrine of redemptive suffering and with the mystical theology of
Thérese of Lisieux; students of Jewish thought will find here a Baha'’i inflection of the tzaddik’s
vicarious suffering; students of Stoic and Buddhist ethics will find a more theistic version of the
teaching that the interior response to circumstance is more significant than the circumstance itself.

Questions for Reflection

1. The Suriy-i-Sabr was revealed on the First Day of Ridvan—at the moment of the greatest
joy and disclosure in Baha’u’llah’s life. Why might a meditation on Job and martyrdom be
the appropriate text for this moment? What does the pairing of joy and sorrow tell us about
the nature of revelation?

2. The “Paradise of Patience” is described as uniquely exalted among divine abodes. Is this
teaching about the spiritual dignity of suffering a genuine theological insight, or does it risk
romanticizing violence against believers? How might a community interpret it responsibly?

3. Job’s wife’s sacrifice—her hair cut as the price of a loaf of bread for her husband—is narrated
with greater detail and dignity in the Suriy-i-Sabr than in the biblical book of Job. What
does this expanded treatment of a female figure’s suffering contribute to the text’s overall
theodicy?

4. Compare the Suriy-i-Sabr’s account of divine trial with the Book of Job’s resolution (God
restores Job’s fortunes) and with the Christian account of Christ’s resurrection as the reversal
of crucifixion. Does the Suriy-i-Sabr offer a similar “reversal,” or a different structure entirely?

5. The Babi martyrs of Nayriz are presented as models of patience. How does a community
make practical use of accounts of martyrdom without either idealizing violence or treating
suffering as intrinsically spiritually productive?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The late Baghdad writings trace an arc from the coded and symbolic to the openly proclaimed:
from the defiant serenity of Shikkar-Shikan Shavand, through the visionary intimacy of the Lawh-i-
Huriyyih, through the ethical counsel of the Lawh-i-Mallahu’l-Quds, to the cosmic proclamation of
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Ridvan. The volume shows a community being prepared—spiritually, morally, and perceptually—
for a disclosure that would transform not only Baha’u’llah’s own followers but, in His own un-
derstanding, the entire trajectory of human religious history. The preparation involves joy (the
Beloved is calling), grief (the burden of what is being carried), ethical seriousness (the alignment
of inner and outer), and patience in the face of catastrophic loss. All of these are woven together
on the First Day of Ridvan itself, when the greatest announcement is followed immediately by the
announcement of exile.

A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What forms of spiritual
formation—visionary encounter, joyful defiance, ethical congruence, and patient
suffering—does this volume suggest are necessary before a community can receive
and sustain a revelation of genuinely transformative magnitude, and how do these
forms of preparation relate to one another?
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