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Series preface

This series of volumes presents, in approximate chronological order and, where possible, in parallel-
text format, the available writings and reported utterances of the three Central Figures of the
Bah4'{ Faith: the Bab (1819-1850), Baha'wlldh (1817-1892), and ‘Abdu’l-Bah4 (1844-1921). The
majority of the texts appear here in English for the first time.

What follows is an independent scholarly and documentary undertaking, with the purpose of fa-
cilitating closer engagement with the textual record of the Baha’i Faith by readers working across
Arabic, Persian, Ottoman Turkish, and English. It is not prepared under the direction of Bah&’i
institutions and does not constitute an official edition of the texts. The relevant Bahd’i institutions
are the final authority with respect to authenticated texts and authorized translations. Accordingly,
this series is envisioned as a provisional research aid and reference tool—a scouting expedition to
uncharted domains, that defers to finalized texts and translations wherever these are available.

Altogether, the series comprises over 29,0000 authored works and reported utterances spanning
the years 1843 to 1921. Despite its length—over 10,000,000 words without double-counting the
translations—it is not a comprehensive corpus. Rather, it represents the material presently known
to the compiler to be publicly obtainable in the original and/or in translation. It is estimated to
represent somewhat more than half of the known total, the remainder being held in the International
Baha’i Archives in Haifa, Israel.

The series proceeds on a principle of maximal inclusion within the constraints of public accessibility.
It therefore brings together texts of unequal status and differing degrees of reliability. Some items
are authenticated; others are not. Some survive in stable typed or printed form; others are preserved
through imperfect transcription, excerpted publication, or secondhand report. The reader should
therefore approach the corpus with appropriate source-critical caution. Inclusion in the series
should not be taken to imply authenticity, completeness, or accuracy.

Where authorized English translations issued by the Baha’i World Centre are available in full, they
are rendered in blue text and can be regarded as possessing a distinct status from other translations
in the series. Such translations embody a high degree of fidelity, terminological consistency, and
editorial care. Readers new to the Baha’i writings are well advised to begin with the World
Centre’s own published collection of authorized translations, among them the one-volume thematic
anthology Bahd’i Sacred Writings, available at bahai.org/library. In the present series, newly
published authorized translations will be incorporated as they become available. When only a
portion of a translation is authorized (individual sentences or paragraphs), it will be demarcated
at the paragraph level, although work on this is ongoing.

The remaining translations in the series are provisional. Some are taken from older publications
and documents where the English translation may be the only available text; a few are the work
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of human translators working independently; the majority have been produced with the assistance
of large language models and subsequently reviewed to varying degrees by the compiler. Given the
scale of the corpus, the extent of detailed human oversight has necessarily been uneven, and readers
should not assume uniform quality across the series. These translations are offered not as definitive
renderings but as provisional points of access intended to invite a deeper study of the texts. In
the case of difficult, textually uncertain, or context-dependent passages, the original sources should
always be consulted where available.

The series will be of greatest benefit to readers able to work comparatively between the English
and the original Arabic, Persian, or Ottoman Turkish. Towards this end, translations and original
texts have been aligned at the paragraph level where possble. The paragraphing of provisional
translations should also be treated as tentative and subject to future revision.

Items representing reported utterances are distinguished typographically—rendered in grey text—
from items transmitted as authored texts. This distinction assists the reader in quickly assessing
differences of textual status. It does not by itself resolve questions of authenticity or historical
reliability, which require separate evaluation.

The original-language texts reproduced here may also contain errors, lacunae, or other imperfections
inherited from manuscripts, printed editions, digital transcription, or optical character recognition.
This is particularly true of texts deriving from difficult or damaged manuscript sources. The present
series is not a critical edition and makes no claim to establish definitive texts through comparison of
multiple manuscript witnesses. Rather, it reproduces and organizes the best textual forms available
to the compiler, in whatever state, at the time of compilation.

Each item is identified by a code assigned in the Partial Inventory project, including the initial
letters BB for the Bab, BH for Bahd’u’'lldh, and AB for ‘Abdu’l-Bahé, and the optional letter "U”
to indicate reported utterances. These codes provide a stable means of reference across the series.
Volume assignments, paragraphing, metadata, and translations may change in future revisions, but
the Inventory codes are intended to remain constant. A cumulative catalog appended to the end
of the series records these items in sequence and may also include further information such as
abstracts, notes, subjects, and musical interpretations.

For further technical notes and cautions on the texts and translations, see the appendix to volume
1 of this series.

The volume introductions and study guides which serve as bookends to each volume have also been
prepared with the assistance of large language models, and as such merely offer potentially useful
points of entry into an otherwise overwhelmingly vast collection of material.

This series is conceived as a living scholarly instrument, subject to continual correction and expan-
sion as new material becomes available and as errors in existing entries are identified. Corrections
of significance may be communicated to the compiler at loom.of.reality@gmail.com. Revised ver-
sions of individual volumes will be issued as corrections are incorporated. The latest versions can
be downloaded at blog.loomofreality.org.
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Series outline

The present volume forms part of a larger series arranged, in approximate chronological order,
by author, period, and, where useful, by major work or thematic grouping. The outline below
is intended to help readers locate the volume within the overall architecture of the series. Titles,
chronological placements, and volume divisions remain provisional in some cases and may be revised
as the corpus is refined.

The Bab
I. First period (Shiraz, Bushihr and the Hajj)

1. Pre-declaration writings (to May 1844)
2. Qayyumu’l-Asma’ (Commentary on the Surah of Joseph, May 1844)
3. Early post-declaration writings (mid-late 1844)
4. The Hajj and Bushihr (late 1844—July 1845)
5. Kitab-i-Ruh (Book of the Spirit, composed at sea)
6. Shiraz: Later writings of the first period (June-August 1845)
7. Shiraz: Period of retirement (later 1845)
II. Second period (Shiraz and Isfahan)
8. Shiraz: Early writings of the second period (early-mid 1846)
9. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Kawthar (Commentary on the Surah of Abundance, April 1846)
10. Shiraz: Middle writings of the second period (April-August 1846)
11. Tafsir-i-Suratu’l-Va’l-Asr and Nubuwwat-i-Khassih (Commentaries on Surah of the After-
noon and Specific Prophethood, late 1846)
12. Isfahan: Late writings of the second period (Aug 1846-March 1847)
IIT. Third period (Maku and Chihriq)
13. Bayan-i-Farsi (The Persian Bayan, Maku 1847)
14. The Seven Proofs and the Arabic Bayan (Maku 1847)
15. Maku: Early writings of the third period (Maku 1847)

16-17. Commentary on the Qur’an I and II (Maku 18477) (place-holder volumes)
18-19. Kitab-i-Asma’ (The Book of Names, Chihriq 1848-1849)

20. Kitab-i-Jaza’ (The Book of the Reckoning, Chihriq 1848)

21. Themes of declaration, affirmation and negation (Chihriq 1848-1850)
22. Writings on Tabarsi and Zanjan (Chihriq 1848-1850)

23. Prayers and visitation tablets (Chihrig 1848-1850)

24. Anticipation of He Whom God Will Make Manifest (Chihriq 1848-1850)
25. Panj Sha'n (Book of the Five Modes, 1850)

26. Matters of transition and succession (Chihriq 1848-1850)

27. Misc. works and correspondence

iii
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Bah&’u’llah
I. Baghdad period
28. Early Baghdad and Sulaymaniyyih (to 1856)
29. Middle Baghdad (1856-1860)
30. The Kitab-i-Iqan (The Book of Certitude, 1860)
31. Late Baghdad (1860-1863)
32. Baghdad, year unknown (to 1863)
II. Edirne period
33. Istanbul and early Edirne (mid-1863 to March 1866)
34. Middle Edirne and the year of withdrawal (March 1866—Sept. 1867)
35. The Kitab-i-Badi’ (1866)
36. Late Edirne (Sept. 1867—-August 1868)

37-39. Edirne, year unknown (1864-1868) I-III

III. ‘Akka period
40. Summons to Kings and Rulers (1868)
41-42. Writings in early ‘Akka (1868-1873) I-1I
43-46.  Writings prior to 1290 A.H. (< 1873) I-IV
47-49. Writings in ‘Akka, year ca. 1289 A.H. (1872-1873) I-11I

50. The Kitab-i-Agdas (The Most Holy Book, 1873)
51. Writings in the year 1290 A.H. (ca. 1873)

52. Writings in the year 1291 A H. (ca. 1874)

53. Writings in the year 1292 A.H. (ca. 1875)
54-55. Writings in the year 1293 A.H. (ca. 1876) I-11
56. Writings in the year 1294 A.H. (ca. 1877)

57. Writings in the year 1295 A.H. (ca. 1878)
58-59. Writings in the year 1296 A.H. (ca. 1879) I-11

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/ﬁ\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

60-61.  Writings in the year 1297 A.H. (ca. 1880) I-II

62-65. Writings in the year 1298 A.H. (ca. 1880-1881) I-1V
66-69. Writings in the year 1299 A .H. (ca. 1881-1882) I-1V
70-72. Writings in the year 1300 A.H. (ca. 1882-1883) I-1II
73-74. Writings in the year 1301 A.H. (ca. 1883-1884) I-11
75-76. Writings in the year 1302 A.H. (ca. 1884-1885) I-11
77-79. Writings in the year 1303 A.H. (ca. 1885-1886) I-1II
80-83. Writings in the year 1304 A.H. (ca. 1886-1887) I-IV
84-87. Writings in the year 1305 A.H. (ca. 1887-1888) I-1V
88-92. Writings in the year 1306 A.H. (ca. 1888-1889) I-1V

93-97.  Writings in the year 1307 A.H. (ca. 1889-1890) I-IV

98. Lawh-i-Ibn-i-Dhi’b (Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, 1891)

99-100.  Writings in the years 1308-1309 A.H. (ca. 1890-1892) I-II
101-102. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1873-1892) I-II
103-106. Writings of Baha’u’lldh in ‘Akka, year unknown (1868-1892) -1V

107. Writings of Baha’u’llah, year unknown
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Introduction to volume 32

This Baghdad corpus of Tablet of unknown year gathers a mixed register of Baha’u’llah’s discourse—
didactic “treasures,” intimate prayers, public proclamation, and community-directed exhortation—
yet it coheres around a small set of recurring concerns: the inward truth of discipleship, the
moral texture of communal life, and the unveiling of a new divine horizon under conditions of
concealment and trial. In Panj Kanz (BHU0001), the drama of recognition is staged through
a social contrast (princes versus the “bereft”), only to be resolved by a stringent definition of
worthiness: the lover is known by readiness for sacrifice, not by rank or refinement; true proximity
is measured by detachment from comfort and willingness to endure abasement for the Beloved’s
sake. The same work turns outward to the moral reconstruction of society—justice, trustworthiness,
and the creation of a public order so secure that the vulnerable may traverse the world unmolested—
while simultaneously insisting that even beneficence is spiritually void when it is contaminated by
self-regard rather than performed “for God and in God.”

Several tablets then deepen the interior theology of this life of faith. The long prayer BH0O0612
interprets suffering not merely as persecution endured but as the divinely ordered condition under
which the “Tree” of the Cause yields fruit—drawing blows precisely because it gives life—and it
registers the aching cost of separation from devoted believers even while affirming a providential
wisdom at work in abasement. A companion meditation (BH00623) dramatizes revelation itself
as a moment of radical receptivity—Baha’u’llah poised before the Pen and ink, disclaiming initia-
tive, and presenting His own self-effacement and powerlessness before God as the ground of divine
action. Elsewhere, the volume moves between symbolic exposition and practical restraint: The
Lawh-i-Kimiya (BH00212) treats alchemy as a figure for unity and transformation, while warning
against occultist exploitation and the moral dangers of “sciences” that invite imposture. Shorter
pieces broaden the spiritual ecology of Baghdad—illumination through the “Tree” (BH11048), ce-
lestial song as quickening of hearts (BH11081), prayers for travel and protection (BH11085) and
for purification from veils (BH11089), and the joy of revelation’s “nightingale” in Baghdad itself
(BH11433).

A second thematic arc is unmistakably communal and disciplinary, aimed at forming a credible
moral community amid factionalism and suspicion. Some tablets confront hypocrisy and clandes-
tine disparagement within the circle of believers, insisting that the friends’ conduct is publicly
read as belonging to the Cause itself, so that private moral failure becomes injury to the “Tree”
(BH00730). Others counsel courage, secrecy where necessary, and a spirituality “tested” by fire—
linking detachment to steadfastness and even martyrdom as degrees of witness (BH00777). The
ethical stakes are sharpened in BH00788, a kind of negative “map” of the wayfarer’s journey that
enumerates the vices and breaches—corruption, divisiveness, unlicensed speech, desire, hatred, vi-
olence, backbiting—that estrange the soul from the “Abode of Peace,” while pleading with the
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believers to remain under the shade of the divine Tree and to purify heart and spirit. In counter-
point, the brief BH09808 distills the positive ideal: unity so complete that the friends become one
light, one tree, one stream—an ethical oneness meant to embody the new revelation in social form.
Finally, the outward-facing proclamation (BH00783) situates these inner and communal demands
within an eschatological announcement: the Day promised in scripture has arrived; earlier patterns
of rejection are replayed; and worldly dominion is exposed as radically transient in the face of
death and divine judgment—Ileaving “fairness” of mind and responsiveness to the new Signs as the
decisive test.
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BH00612

BHO00612

To: Mirza Aqa

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This servant of Thine hast
Thou stripped of the garment of Thy Divinity and distanced
from the gardens of nearness to Thy Lordship. Thou hast re-
moved from him the robes of understanding fashioned from the
wonders of Thy knowledge through the gems of Thy decree that
befell him, and divested him of the shirt of certitude wrought
of the essence of Thy wisdom through the swords of Thy ret-
ribution that descended upon him. Thou hast made him seek
Thee through Thyself, turn to Thine Essence through Thine
Essence, and gaze upon the hem of Thy countenance through
Thy direction. Thou hast imprisoned him in the prison of
earthly dominion by Thy power and sealed against his face the
doors of grace by Thy might.

All this descended upon him in such wise that the heavens
were rent asunder at comprehending it, the earth shook at its
occurrence, the spirits were troubled at hearing it, the waters
ceased their flow, beings were brought to naught at its execu-
tion, essences were demolished at its reckoning, and the sun
was darkened by what befell it. Yet he sits before Thee at a
time when he finds no helper, no supporter, no companion, and
no friend. He is among people yet not of them, speaks with
servants though not being one of them, sits with them while
not desiring them, and walks among them though loving them
neither secretly nor openly.

All this appeared solely through the measures of Thy Cause,
the resources of Thy wisdom, and the tokens of Thy abasement
which Thou ordained for Thy guides and decreed for Thy loved
ones. Yet, O my God, after Thou didst clothe me in the gar-
ment of poverty and abasement and dressed me in the raiment
of sorrow and anguish, Thou didst comfort me through inspir-
ing me that all this flowed only from the subtlety of Thy grace
and the precision of Thy gift. Even as Thou showed me the
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creation of the heavens of Thy Cause, how Thou raised them
by the sovereignty of Thy power and ordained therein brilliant
stars and manifest planets, decreeing for them neither setting
nor eclipse. All revolve in the heaven of Thy direction, moving
through the cycles of Thy ordainment and sanctification, illu-
mined by the dawning rays of the sun of Thy Self-Subsistence
and brightened by the flashing lights of the moon of Thy holi-
ness, moved by Thy command and circling round Thee, such
that they are untouched by what befalls the suns in the heavens
of Thy holy oneness and what descends upon the moons in the
horizon of the cloud-veiled heaven of Thy glorification through
the eclipses of Thy decree and the settings of Thy execution.

All this stemmed only from the hidden aspects of Thy wis-
dom and the conditions of Thy glorious sovereignty, and this
is among that which appeared from Thy timeless action and
Thy mighty handiwork, and what resembles it from what Thou
hast manifested from the treasuries of Thy power and the store-
houses of Thy might. Thus dost Thou plant the tree of Thy
singleness in the sacred soil of Thy will and preserve it through
the sovereign of Thy grace in these nights and days by the
hands of Thy generosity. Thou sendest upon it the breaths
of Thy eternal holiness and waterest it from the rivers of the
camphor of Thy glorious oneness, guarding it with the hosts of
the unseen which none can reckon save Thee, until Thou hast
raised high its branches and boughs, brought forth the fruits
of Thy identity, and caused it to put forth leaves through the
wonders of Thy favors and blessings. After Thou didst raise
it to the highest horizon and cause it to ascend to the most
exalted kingdom, children gather around it and stone it so
that there might fall upon them its fruits from the paradise
of Thy eternality and there might descend from it the fruits
of the bounty of Thy mercy. All this befalls it because of its
fruits, for verily a tree without fruit is desired by none. No
soul draweth nigh unto it, nor shall there descend upon it the
misfortunes of abasement and what is beneath them.

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! How wondrous are
the marvels of Thy handiwork, and how sweet are the mani-
festations of Thy craftsmanship! Thou hast ever humbled Thy
loved ones through what Thou hast ordained for them of the
conditions of Thy might, and Thou wilt ever exalt Thine ene-
mies through what Thou hast decreed for them of the retribu-
tion of Thy sovereign power. Thou hast concealed the wisdom
of this from the eyes of Thy servants and hidden its pearls in
the shells of Thy power in the seas of Thy grandeur, such that
none save Thee should become aware thereof.
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Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Despite my recognition of all
this and my certitude in all that Thou hast taught me of the
wonders of the craftsmanship of Thy heavens of ordainment,
the ornaments of the movements of the cycles of Thy sovereign
handiwork, and the revolutions of the pillars of the manifesta-
tions of Thy glorious might, I am consumed by the fire whose
ember sets ablaze all existence, and I weep tears from which
all the seas find their essence. How could it be otherwise, after
I heard the call of one of Thy loved ones whom Thou didst love
in the privacy of Thy mystery, unknown to any soul? He cried
out before Thee with such a cry that the hearts of existence
were set aflame, and he lamented with such a lamentation that
the spirits of the ethereal beings in the palaces of manifest
glory were troubled, and the life of the secluded ones in the
chambers of heaven before the countenance of the All-Praised
was transformed. The seas of grandeur grew still from their
waves in the depths of the seas of the Divine Essence, falling
into repose. The winds of love were cut off from the gardens
of the holy and beloved One, as Thou didst will to make him
drink from the springs of separation and remove him from the
throne of intimate communion, after Thou hadst filled his heart
with the essence of Thy rapture, the pure substance of Thy at-
traction, the splendor of Thy love, and the radiance of Thy

glory.

Thou didst call him through Thy mystery to the thrones of
Thy nearness, and hasten him through Thy call to the arenas
of Thy reunion and meeting. Thou didst cause him to dwell in
the vicinity of Thy mercy and gave him to drink of the pure
wine of Thy favor from the hands of Thy generosity. Thou
didst make him taste the sweetness of Thy remembrance from
the fruits of the tree of Thine eternity, and caused him to
hear, through the inner realities of existence, the melodies of
the dove of Thy mighty heaven and the doves of Thy glorious
kingdom.

Judge then, O my God, and be fair, O my Beloved, at this
moment - how can anyone bear this, or how can anyone endure
this? How befitting is it for Thy sovereignty to treat anyone as
Thou hast treated him through the wonders of Thy deeds, or
to send down upon any soul what Thou hast sent down upon
him of the gems of Thy wisdom? Yet inasmuch, O my God,
as he was gazing upon Thy mercy, bowing in adoration before
Thy Countenance, well-pleased with Thy decree, and patient
in the pathways of Thy command, I thereupon call upon Thee
with his voice before Thy face, entreating Thee on his behalf
in the sanctuary of Thy holiness, and adjuring Thee, with the
tongue of his inmost heart from his very self, by the Lamp
which Thou hast kindled with the light of Thy love, by the
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Flame which Thou hast ignited with the fire of Thy affection,
by the Niche of Thy being which Thou hast made to shine
with the flashes of the lights of Thy Countenance, and by the
Path of Thy glory which Thou hast exalted in the hearts of
them who are drawn nigh among Thy loved ones, that Thou
wilt not abandon Thy Friend whom Thou hast honoured in
Thy mystery and cherished within Thy heart; that Thou wilt
not abase Thy Word which Thou hast lifted up to the heaven
of Thy might; that Thou wilt not quench the pure one whom
Thou hast illumined with the lights of Thy attraction; that
Thou wilt not congeal the camphor which Thou hast caused
to flow from the realities of the manifestations of the lights
of the morn of Thine oneness; that Thou wilt not cast down
the standard which Thou hast raised up through the dawnings
of the morn of Thine eternity; that Thou wilt not drive away
from the streams of Thy bounty him whom Thou hast made
to flow from the springs of Thy Lordship; that Thou wilt not
debar him from the wellspring of Thy sustenance, nor sever the
cord which Thou hast bound between him and Thy Friend.

O my God! In his separation, make for me a means of attaining
unto Thy presence, and in meeting him, grant me the attain-
ment of Thy covenant. Cause him to return unto Thee as Thou
didst cause him to return the first time, and bring him back as
Thou didst bring him back before. Verily Thou art the Origi-
nator of all things and their Return, the Restorer of all things
and their Haven. Thou art, verily, powerful over whatsoever
Thou lovest, and Thou art the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.

Then, O my God, make him steadfast in Thy love, patient in
Thy good-pleasure, yearning for Thy union and Thy meeting,
walking in the paths of Thy paradise, and treading the ways of
Thy good-pleasure. This station is greater than the creation
of the heavens and earth, such that no other station can equal
it, no matter can parallel it, and nothing can compare with it,
neither in the heaven of Thy mercy’s tender affections, nor in
the realm of Thy power’s majestic manifestations. For this is
the station which Thou hast specially ordained for the sincere
ones among Thy loved ones and the near ones among the people
of Thy affection - they who behold none but Thee, who turn to
none but Thee, who trust in none but Thee, who find intimacy
with none save Thy beauty, who immerse themselves in naught
but the seas of Thy good-pleasure, who breathe not except by
Thy leave, and who speak not except by Thy command.

Glorified art Thou! Glorified art Thou! How exalted are the
wonders of Thy mercy upon them, how sublime are the jew-
els of Thy favors concerning their station! How pure are the
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essences of Thy generosity in their inmost hearts and their out-
ward beings, their visible and their hidden aspects, their begin-
ning and their end, their origin and their return! Thus dost
Thou exalt whom Thou willest, elevate whom Thou willest,
love whom Thou willest, and do what Thou willest unto whom
Thou willest. Within Thy grasp lies the kingdom of all things.
Thou orderest them according to Thy measure and Thy de-
cree. Verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the
All-Praised.

Therefore, O my God, send Thy blessings upon Him Who
raised the pavilions of Thy grandeur through Thy celestial
might, Who manifested the tabernacle of Thy loftiness through
Thy divine power, Who sat upon the throne of Thy Lord-
ship and reclined upon the couch of Thy Divinity, Who was
seated at the right hand of Thy power, before Thy might, to
the south of Thy grandeur and to the north of Thy loftiness.
Thou didst make Him the Supreme Ruler over all Thy names
and attributes in the kingdom of Thy Command, and the Self-
Subsisting, the Transcendent One in the heaven of Thy cre-
ation, through all that Thou art able and dost love. Verily,
Thou art the Most Exalted, the All-Subduing, the Almighty,
the Mighty, the Luminous.
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Panj Kanz (The Five Treasures)
To: recollections of Nabil-i-A’zam

The First Treasure: One day the Beauty of the All-Glorious
was walking in the outer courtyard of the Most Great House in
Baghdad, while some Iranian princes who were residing in that
land came into His presence. The Ancient Beauty, with utmost
kindness, inquired after their well-being and asked them about
current affairs in that land. One of them submitted: “How is
it that when Your friends are in Your presence, You speak to
them of other realms, but from us You ask only about markets
and commerce? It seems You do not consider us worthy.” His
intention was to suggest that these people, who were bereft
of fine clothing, wealth, knowledge and learning, why should
they be given precedence over those with such wealth and in-
telligence?
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The Ancient Beauty replied: “Do you know what manner of
people are worthy to hear My words and to be counted among
those who enter this presence and station? Let Me tell you that
you may know. If a person were placed in an infinite space with-
out boundaries, and on the right side of this boundless space
were all glory, pleasure, comfort, majesty and eternal, pure, un-
tarnished sovereignty; and on the left side were all calamities,
hardships, pain, wrath, poverty and great, lasting afflictions;
and if that person were addressed by the Spirit of Truth from
the Lord of all worlds, saying that should you choose the right
side with all its enduring delights over the left, not an atom of
your worth and station before God would be diminished, and
should you choose the left side with all its countless hardships
over the right, not an atom would be added to your rank and
station before the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting - if at that mo-
ment that person, with utmost yearning, longing, attraction
and ecstasy were to choose the left over the right, only then
would they be worthy to enter this presence and deserving of
these most great and most mighty words.”

At this point, these words were revealed from the Tongue of
“If thoughts of life do
linger in thy heart, approach not here; But if thy soul thou
wouldst surrender, bring it and more. This is the way, if union
with Baha thou seekest true; If not equipped for this path,
burden us not, withdraw.”

Grandeur, addressing the wayfarers:

And in this connection the Mystic Dove, in the gardens of the
blessed Qasidiy-i-Varqa’iyyih, sings:

“Thou hoped, in thy fancy, for union with Me - how remote!
This was not the condition agreed upon. If thou fulfillest, it
shall be fulfilled: To drink the cup of woe from every chalice,
To taste the blood of grief from every heart, To sever hope from
touch of any comfort, To cut desire from reach of any need, To
shed one’s blood in passion’s path is duty, To burn the heart
in love was my first pact, Sleepless nights from every stinging
bite, Daily abuse is part of my tradition, Deadly poison is my
drink divine, Fate’s oppression is my mercy true. Abandon
love’s claim or accept what comes - Thus runs the law within
my holy way.”
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And in this connection He says that if one does not see oneself
swimming in a sea of blood while claiming My love, they are
bereft and deprived of truthfulness.

The Second Treasure: After completing the first utterance, the
King of Kings and Sovereign of Nations addressed that same
questioner previously mentioned, saying: “Do you know what
My purpose is in coming to this world and revealing My Cause
among the peoples? Let Me tell you that you may know: I have
come so that in this world full of corruption, where the door
of tranquility has been utterly shut to all beings through the
oppression of the oppressors and the treachery of the treacher-
ous, I may, by God’s might and power, establish such justice,
protection, trustworthiness and religion throughout all regions—
manifest and resplendent—that if one of those maidens secluded
behind veils, whose radiant beauty would count the sun itself
as but a mote, and who in all aspects of grace and beauty would
have no peer or likeness, were to emerge from behind the veil
adorned with the most precious jewels and ornaments beyond
the reckoning of the wise, and travel alone, unaccompanied
and unhindered, from the East of creation to the West of in-
vention, wandering through every land and journeying through
every clime, such would be the trustworthiness, religiousness,
justice, and fairness, and such the absence of treachery, base-
ness, tyranny and inequity, that no hand of aggression or greed
would stretch forth toward the hem of her wealth, nor would
any lustful or iniquitous eye turn to gaze upon her sanctified
beauty, until she returns to her dwelling and homeland with
an unsullied heart and a radiant countenance.” Then He said:
“By God’s power, I shall transform the world in this way and
shall open this most great door unto the face of all peoples.”
It is in reference to this that the Supreme Pen hath revealed:
“Erelong shall the earth be turned into the Most Glorious Par-
adise.”

The Third Treasure: The Tongue of Grandeur speaks regard-
ing the purity of intentions and deeds in all aspects, and con-
cerning souls being wholly devoted to God, turned toward His
direction, and enriched by His riches above all else, through this
example which, from the pure flowing waters of the sealed nec-
tar - a vessel of sanctity, grandeur and majesty - refreshed the
thirsty ones in the desert of truth and purity, and addressed
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all existence, saying: If a wealthy person, whose wealth ex-
ceeds all measure and counting of servants, encounters an im-
poverished person whose poverty and destitution matches the
wealth and riches of this wealthy one in its extremity, and if
this wealthy one strives and persists over time in bestowing
favors, kindness and honor upon that poor one until making
him wealthy like his own former state while becoming poor like
the other’s former condition - and then afterward, by chance,
this formerly wealthy person becomes indebted and, due to a
small sum, becomes entrapped and expresses inability to pay
that debt, and they proceed to punish, beat and torture him
in the public square and thoroughfare such that until that sum
is obtained no remedy for his release can be conceived - and
meanwhile that first poor person who through this first one
became wealthy in all regions passes by this afflicted captive,
and the gaze of this afflicted captive falls upon his companion
and the thought occurs in his heart that “Would that this com-
panion of mine, in view of those favors I showed him, might
deliver me from this tribulation” - the mere occurrence of this
thought that “I showed favor to him” causes all his deeds to
fall from the degree of acceptance and leaves him deprived of
the attainment of divine good-pleasure and veiled from true
humanity.

And likewise if that second wealthy person who through the
fortune of that afflicted debtor reached such a degree of wealth
should think in his heart that “It would be good if, because of
the boundless kindnesses he showed me, I should deliver him
from this hardship and spend the rest of his life in comfort” -
this person too, due to this thought that he delivered him in re-
turn for favors and kindness shown, not out of pure humanity,
remains deprived of the cup of sincerity and drags his garment,
despite all this wealth, into the valley of eternal abasement
and destitution - unless the deed of that first wealthy one in
all those favors he showed was purely out of humanity, solely
for the sake of God, and the deed of that latter wealthy one
likewise was for God and in God without consideration of past
or future. “We feed you for the sake of God alone; we desire
from you neither reward nor thanks.” Glory be to God! The
flight of the Ancient Bird is in what a space, and the deeds
of this handful of nothingness proceed from what desire and
passion! That time passed when through the two words of testi-
mony a person was counted among the godly and the believers.
A time has come when the Ancient Beauty, seated upon the
Most Great Throne, calls out to all in the world saying: “O
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wayfarer, wayfarer! O mystic, mystic! O lover, lover! O at-
tainer, attainer! Until His attributes become manifest in thee,
know thyself to be in separation and error.”

By Thy grace, O God, make me uphold the truth - the mystery
of God; make me a seeker in the path of God, pure in the face
of God, speaking in remembrance of God, steadfast in the love
of God. Make me the embodiment of Thy attributes. Make me
the mirror of Thy essence, make me Thy pure servant, make
me a star of Thy salvation, make me Thy discerning friend,
make me the dayspring of Thy life, a servant unto the creation
of God.

The Fourth Treasure: The Tongue of Glory utters this com-
plete and blessed word: If the Muslim people had acted upon
but two words from the speech of the Sovereign All-Knowing,
all would have been guided by the supreme guidance, would
have attained the destination of acceptance and the feast of
attainment, and would not have been afflicted with all these
spiritual diseases and selfish desires that led them to hang upon
the gallows the comfort of the eyes of the Prophets and the light
of both eyes of the Lord of Yathrib and Batha, while consid-
ering themselves followers of Ahmad the Chosen One, and to
rise in the name of the Promised Qa’im only to make His pure
and luminous temple the target of their arrows. “Our Lord!
Decide between us and our people with truth, for Thou art the
best of those who decide.” And those two blessed words are:
“O ye who believe! Fear God and be with those who are truth-
ful, and be not of those whose hearts are hardened against the
remembrance of God.”

And in this connection the Tongue of Grandeur declares that
if after associating with a person in three gatherings you ob-
serve no effect from you upon him, surely withdraw, for an
effect from him upon you will become manifest. And in this
connection the Lord of all beings declares that if a person pos-
sesses sound faculties of smell and taste, as soon as a mindful
person enters his house, he will find the air fragrant and per-
ceive the taste of food and drink to be delicious, pleasant and
joy-increasing; conversely, if a heedless person enters, he will
find the air altered and the taste of food and drink changed.
We seek refuge in God from the evil of the heedless ones. His
word, exalted be His mention: “Consider the companionship
of the righteous a bounty, and withdraw both hand and heart
from association with the wicked.”

The Fifth Treasure: When the Ancient Beauty opened the gate
of joy and glad-tidings to the face of the people of creation, He
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spoke this supreme word: “I have come to this world to extract
essences. If there exists an atom of essence in a stone behind
the seven seas, I will not cease until I have extracted that
essence from it.” His exalted word: “The True One, exalted
be His glory, hath in every age sent forth a Trustee for the
purpose of extracting the pearls of inner meaning from the
mine of man.”

O my God! Despite this poverty and lowliness, I speak of Thy
hidden treasures; deprive me not, and confirm me in deeds
worthy of Thy days. Verily, Thou art the Hearer, the Answerer.
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To: Haji Mirza Kamalid-Din Naraqi

He is

I have taken up the pen at this moment, O my God, from Thee,
and have placed the ink before Thee, not knowing what Thou
desirest to cause to descend upon it and to manifest through it
of the wondrous measures of Thy handiwork and the wise coun-
sels of Thy glory. Whether Thou causest to flow from the ink
the oceans of Thy grandeur or the rivers of Thy holy oneness -
who can prevent Thee in this, O my God? And shouldst Thou
manifest from the pen the signs of Thy glorious singleness and
the tokens of Thy holy greatness - who can hold Thee back
in Thy Cause, O my Beloved? For Thou hast ever been pow-
erful over Thy Cause, mighty in Thy deeds, and supreme in
whatsoever Thou willest to bring forth of the wonders of Thy
decree, and sovereign in whatsoever Thou desirest to reveal of
the decisiveness of Thy Will. To such an extent that wert Thou
to gather all names within a single one of Thy names, Thou
wouldst be praised in this; and shouldst Thou wish to sanctify
it above all that and whatsoever pertaineth to the kingdom of
creation and the realm of glory, Thou wouldst be obeyed in
Thy Cause and loved in all that proceedeth from Thee and is
attributed unto Thee.

And shouldst Thou, O my God, through a single letter thereof,
resurrect the cycles of the two weighty ones in the two names -
this would be befitting of One like Thee, and none could reject
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what Thou hast decreed. And wert Thou to move through
a single word thereof the ages of the two kings in the two
mysteries - this would be a judgment from Thee, and none
could prevent what Thou hast ordained. And shouldst Thou
take all of this away from it and render it nonexistent, such
that no name nor trace nor fruit nor sign would remain thereof
- this would be a command from Thy presence, and none could
resist what Thou hast caused to flow. Yet by Thy glory, I
am not content with any of this and do not wish to turn to
anything thereof, except that Thou make me wholly detached
unto Thee, returning unto Thee, and pleased with Thee. And
this shall come to pass when Thou beholdest my hair dyed with
my blood while I am seated upon the dust, my head bare, my
feet unshod, my body trembling and my spirit agitated with
thirst. Then shall I look to the right and find no helper besides
Thee, and turn to the left and behold no succorer other than
Thee who might assist me in aught, or give me a drink of water,
or accompany me in my distress, or console me in my anguish
and tribulation.

Then shall I rise from my place, yet be unable to stand due to
the weakness that hath overtaken me, and fall prostrate upon
my face in the dust once again, calling out to Thee at that
moment in my inmost heart: “O my Beloved! Hast Thou ac-
cepted from me and art Thou pleased with me?” And Thou
shalt answer me: “O My beloved! Blessed art thou in hav-
ing fulfilled thy covenant and kept thy pledge.” Thereupon
shall I swoon before Thee from the profusion of blood flowing
from my veins, such that the entire earth shall be reddened
thereby, and I shall remain in my swoon for a duration that
none can reckon save Thee. And after my spirit returneth, I
shall commune with Thee in the most hidden recesses of my
heart without letter, sound or mention, or Thou shalt speak
through my tongue with the evident tokens of Thy mercy, with-
out description, attribute or symbol, lest anyone discover the
stations Thou hast concealed in the hidden repositories of Thy
Cause and the pavilions of Thy glory. Then shall there appear
before me he whom Thou hast made the most wretched of ser-
vants in all lands and the most misguided of people in guidance,
that he might sever my head and raise it upon a spear.

5 By Thy glory! After my spirit soared into the holy atmosphere

of Thy Essence and my light ascended to the horizon of the
heaven of Thy Oneness, then did I traverse the firmament of
the gems of existence and journey through the realms of pure
manifestation. And I declared: “How pleasing to me, O my
Beloved, are the wonders of Thy mercy! How blessed, O my
Heart’s Desire, are the ornaments of Thy tenderness!” And
I sang with a melody that drew forth the gems of existence,
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and chanted with a tune that gladdened the pure ones in their
slumber. All this was a bounty from Thee unto me and an
honor bestowed upon me from Thy presence, wherewith I take
pride in the kingdom of Thy Cause and the dominion of Thy
creation.

i I testify this day that Thou hast fulfilled all that I asked of

Thee, granted all that I desired of Thee, and accomplished
all that I hoped from Thee. For Thou art too exalted and too
great to delay in what Thou art called upon to do, too glorious
and too gracious to alter what Thou art beseeched and hoped
for. Nay, Thou hast ordained for me what was never ordained
for anyone before me, and caused to flow what shall never flow
for any soul after me. Yet none save Thee can know this, and
no one but Thyself can reckon it. For just as Thou canst not be
perceived by eyes, likewise Thy deeds cannot be comprehended
by thoughts. Thou art, verily, the Almighty, the Exalted, the
Compelling.

All this was revealed at the time when Thou didst cause me
to hear the disputation of Thy servants regarding my station,
after Thou hadst ordained for me no station save servitude
to Thyself, humility before the gate of Thy mercy, and lowli-
ness before the manifestations of the lights of Thy countenance.
For Thou hast ever been sovereign over me, and I have ever
been a servant before Thy face. I was master of myself yet
owned by Thee, abased before Thy presence, insignificant be-
fore Thy sovereignty, non-existent before the manifestation of
Thy power, and nullified before the revelation of the lights of
Thy eternal might.

This is to the shame of those who seek to spread corruption
in Thy land, to exalt themselves in Thy domains, and to bring
about in the kingdom that which was not ordained for their
own selves and stations. Glorified, glorified art Thou above all
this and above whatsoever I have attributed to Thee! For Thou
canst not be comprehended so as to be described, nor known
so as to be characterized. Rather, this servant of Thine is a
servant to those who serve Thee, prostrate before those who
prostrate themselves to Thee, a servant to those who serve Thy
Cause, submissive to Thy sovereignty, a helper to those who
seek Thee, and an aid to those who aid Thee in Thy heaven
and desire to assist Thee in Thy lands.

By Thy glory! I find for myself no greater honor than this,
no higher station than this. And whoever carries in his heart
ardent longing for Thee and passion in Thy love will recognize
the love wherewith Thou hast honored me through the gems
of Thy mercy and pure bounty. He will inhale from this rose-
leaf the fragrant breezes of the garden of immortality and the
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sweet scents of the city of faithfulness, and will witness how
this candle melts and dissolves in the lamp of his heart through
what hath befallen it and descended upon it in the Cause of
its Lord.

Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my Beloved! If at this moment
Thou wouldst accept from me what I have mentioned of what
Thou hast taught me through Thy generosity and caused to
flow through my pen by Thy grace, then I would do what be-
fitteth Thy station and perform what beseemeth Thy grace and
favor - as a manifestation of Thy generosity and honor toward
Thy servant, though I deserve none of this and am not worthy
of less than this. For all my limbs have been occupied with
other than Thee and have been heedless of Thy remembrance.
Yet how could I be worthy to recall the wonders of Thy fa-
vors and the outpourings of Thy glorious mercy, or count the
gems of Thy bounty and the essences of Thy bestowals, for
how can an eye that hath turned to other than Thee be wor-
thy to behold the revelations of the lights of Thine eternity?
And how can a heart occupied with anyone but Thee be ca-
pable of recalling the tokens of Thy glory and oneness? And
how can a tongue that hath spoken other than Thy name be
worthy to speak that which Thou hast spoken upon the throne
of Thy Lordship? And how can feet that have moved in paths
other than Thy good-pleasure ever approach the precincts of
the sanctity of Thy meeting? And how can ears that have
heard verses other than Thine be capable of hearing the en-
chanting melodies of the Dove of Thy oneness or delight in the
mention of the letters of Thy eternal glory?

By Thy might! At such a time my wings are clipped by the
assaults of Thy decree for what I have committed before Thee,
and I shall never be able to soar to the canopy of the heaven
of grace and the gardens of primordial glory. Therefore it be-
hooveth the King of Thy mercy to raise up this servant through
the power of Thy will to the summit of the heavens of Thine
eternity, and to cause this sinner to ascend unto the horizon
of the heaven of Thy oneness and the inmost heart of the par-
adise of Thy forgiveness and pardon, that thereby the dwellers
of the realm of divinity may remember him in the ascents of
grandeur and the denizens of the Kingdom may be stirred in
the pavilions of infallibility. Glorified, glorified art Thou, O
my God! How wondrous are the marvels of Thy handiwork
in my affair which Thou hast caused to flow from this Pen of
mine, whereby I behold at one time that Thou causest it to
rise from the dayspring of words, and there floweth from it the
sweet water of life without cessation, delay or hindrance, as
though it had counted all things in their places and had set
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in motion all possibilities and what they contain, and all cre-
ated things and what lieth upon them, by a movement from
its mouth; and at another time I behold that Thou veilest it
in the setting-place of allusions and concealest it in the dark-
ness of symbols, whereupon it becometh still in its motion as
though it were powerless over anything. Exalted be Thy power
in Thy dominion, and glorified be Thy grandeur in Thy lands,
and triumphant be Thy might over Thy servants! At such a
time, when the matter hath reached this station before Thee,
it behooveth me to return the utterance to another strain, that
haply thereby the servants may ascend unto the Most Exalted
Horizon and the all-glorious canopy.

And now the tablet is ended, though the degrees of yearning
in the breast of the Dove and the stations of ardor in the heart
of faithfulness are not complete. But since it is finished and
concluded, I seal this remembrance with the declaration that
there is no God but Him, and that the Most Exalted Beauty
is His light and His radiance, and the Holy Countenance is His
glory and His beauty, and the Temple of Light is His essence
and His lamp. We, verily, are all assured of them.
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Lawh-i- Kimiya 6
To: Abbas-Quli Aqga, named Fariburzul-Bayan

In the name of God, the Sufficient, the Helper!

First, one must know wherein the All-Wise Lord and All-
Knowing Sovereign hath placed this mighty matter and
sublime mystery. Then must one purify and sanctify the soul
and spirit from the cage of self and desire, that it may become
worthy of this divine trust and heavenly artifice.

Take then the luminous water from the dark fire, that the high
may be distinguished from the low, and separation be made
between water and earth. After separation, let purification
occur that it may be fit for marriage and mixture. That is,
burn the sulfur with gentle fire, which is the moist putrefaction
of the wise ones, until the earth of sulfur is extracted from the
water of sulfur.
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Apply this subtle, sharp, luminous water to this dark earth
repeatedly through distillation and redistillation until no water
remains in the earth and all water has been obtained. Then
apply some of this water to the purified earth and leave it in
the aforementioned moist putrefaction. Repeat this until this
sulfurous water unites with the mercurial earth.

Then feed some of this water to new mercury twenty-one times,
or less or more, until this earth becomes waxy. At this point
the lunar elixir is complete. If you wish, you may apply the
first distillate to the sulfurous earth repeatedly until this divine
water dissolves whatever essence of soul remains in this earth,
such that no trace of soul remains therein. At this point the
pillars of the Stone - which are spirit, soul and body - will be
prepared.

Herein is revealed the mystery of divine unity in this wondrous
art. Then apply some of this profound solution, which is the
mercury of the prophets, to this purified earth until this divine
water dissolves this silver taken from mineral gold and makes
it part of itself - that is, until the sulfurous earth unites with
the mercurial water, meaning it becomes waxy. Then leave
this waxy earth in solution for some days until you achieve the
end of waxing, which is the first station of dissolution. This is
the complete degree of the gates of the lunar elixir.

Thereafter, if you wish to feed the aforementioned purified oil,
which is the same as the soul, to this illuminated waxy earth,
the solar elixir will be completed. This is among the greatest
gates - whoever attains it has attained the ultimate goal.

Know also that some seekers of this art attempt to marry in-
compatible spirit and body without proper measurement and
preparation, hoping to achieve mixture - but this is extremely
unlikely and they will never reach their aim. This word in this
science is among the secrets of the prophets and sages: that
spirit will not dwell in a foreign body, nor will body accept a
foreign spirit. If this matter is understood, you will attain all
that you seek.
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Some have called the Stone the microcosm, taken from the
macrocosm, for they consider man to comprise the three genera,
which are vegetable, mineral and animal. Though the form of
this temple is of the lesser world, yet its inner reality reflects
the greater world. They have likened the creation of stone to
the creation of man - that is, it appears from the earth and
returns to the earth. But nothing grows from the earth except
through water. Therefore understand, O seeker, the signs of
mysteries in the inner meanings of words.

I shall mention one of the symbols of the Prophets so that you
may become aware of all the mysteries of this Cause. If you
comprehend its symbols, know that God, blessed and exalted
be He, created the earth from water and created the sun to
shine upon the earth. Then vapors and smoke arose, and thus
the heaven was created. Then, through consummate wisdom,
it was known that the heat of the sun would harm the earth, so
through perfect power He created the clouds to rain upon the
earth, causing all its hues and colors to appear. Furthermore,
know that the greatest pillar in these works is fire, through
whose aid all these stations must be completed - yet it must
be a gentle, subtle fire, for the swift effect of fire upon oil is
evident and clear and needs no mention or proof.

If you wish to work in a new way and follow a fresh path, gather
together the breaths of minerals and their spirits and bodies
according to the natural measure that is hidden from the sight
and understanding of men. Then purify them until they are
cleansed and purified of all dirt and blackness, so that each
may manifest a color according to its natural disposition - that
which is disposed to whiteness becoming white, and that which
is capable of redness becoming red and crimson. Then blend
these with a true universal blend, for no universal blend takes
form except by turning all into flowing liquid water. Then let
them dissolve until they blend and unite in a true union from
which they can never separate or divide, even if you employ
every possible stratagem.

This is the station of the immortality of bodies and the res-
urrection of forms from their place to the paradise of eternity,
which is the station where this mercurial spirit becomes eternal
in the immortal sulphuric body - meaning that the removal of
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tincture or any change or alteration is impossible at this sta-
tion, unless God so wills. At this point the resurrection of
bodies in this degree is complete. This is one of the secrets of
nature and jewels of the knowledge of creation in the natural
world that I have imparted to you. Therefore be grateful for
this supreme bounty and mighty favor that none has ever at-
tained before, neither among the sincere ones nor among the
cherubim.

Some of the Prophets completed the work with mercury alone,
the mention of which has never been permitted and never will
be permitted, and which has ever been hidden in the treasuries
of infallibility and stored in the vaults of power.

And know that if you return this illumined subtle solution,
which you have taken from the divine tree of wisdom, three
times to its base until it becomes sharp and [...] with mercury,
which is sulphur, and the tincture, which is the purified earth,
it combines - that is, it dissolves and then coagulates. At this
time it manifests and appears with the color of ruby, and is
ready for all bodies - meaning it penetrates, volatilizes and
tinges all [types of] minerals.

And know, O seeking wayfarer, that within the visible minerals
are hidden subtle [glorious] tinctures for those servants who
have been blessed with this greatest result, although the animal
tincture is more potent, subtle, noble, strong and suitable. And
know that the noblest minerals that carry the tincture are four:
mercury, sulphur, arsenic and sal ammoniac. And their bodies
are gold, silver, lead, iron and copper. The greatest of all
for producing the redness of gold is from copper, and for the
whiteness of silver is from lead. As for the essence of redness, it
is sulphur, and the essence of whiteness is arsenic and mercury.
And the purification, union and combination is the work of sal
ammoniac. These are all the categories of minerals that were
mentioned.

As for the divine mineral which is from the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit, it is known from the essence of words and mani-
fest jewels, as has been shown. Thus it became known that the
foundation of the work is from mercury and sulphur, but not
the common mercury and sulphur. “The filter they prepare for
their work is not with the trembling, flowing mercury of com-
merce.” Although it is the same market mercury and sulphur
that encompasses all the earth, such that no place is deprived
of it - this is only due to the expansion of God’s infinite mercy
and divine favors. The purpose is to open these two pillars so
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they may open and combine by their own aid without interfer-
ence from others. The key is elemental fire, by whose aid they
open and combine. Each soul has gone a path and devised a
method according to their own penetrating vision.

7 And know that the science of balance [tadbir|, which was

among the most difficult sciences for the ancient philosophers
and others, such that volumes were written about it, all
depends upon your insight and intellect - there is no need for
external weights.

Do not think that what has been mentioned was taken from
anyone - I have never studied wisdom nor been taught it, rather
it was bestowed by the subtle spirit of grace.

Since the explanation has reached this point, I shall renew the
subject regarding the different names mentioned in books, so
that you may understand all the degrees and no doubt or un-
certainty remains for you. So know that the foundation of
this firm matter and great mystery is from the sun and moon,
which are the mercury and sulphur of the prophets and sages.
They are mentioned by many names so that the subtle matter
remains hidden from view and protected from strangers, lest
any unauthorized person become privy to divine secrets and
knower of the treasuries of eternal wisdom - such as mercury
and sulphur, heaven and earth, spirit and body, male and fe-
male, eastern mercury and western mercury, water, soul, and
body - head and tail, manifest and hidden, black and white -
has been called by all these names, while some have abbrevi-
ated it to a single name, calling it “stone.” Thus they became
cognizant of the mysteries of the process, and took a water
which they named eastern mercury, sulfuric water, sharp wa-
ter, concentrated vinegar, alum water, virgin’s milk, universal
key, living water, wine, vinegar, calf’s urine, and children’s
urine. When the distillation was completed three times - that
is, when the first water taken from the olive tree was returned
to the sediment and left to putrefy until three cycles were com-
plete - they called it triple water, and it is the key to the
divine treasure. Similarly, its earth has been called by count-
less names such as lead, antimony, philosophical copper, white
lead, magnesia, litharge, mineral head, body, western mercury,
and so forth.
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Know that these names were not mentioned in vain; rather, in
the stages of the process, according to each condition and color,
they established a name and determined a designation. For
example, before processing and purification, when blackness
remains in it, it is termed pitch, antimony, copper, and black
lead. After being freed from impurity, blackness and darkness,
it is called white magnesia, whitening sulfur, white lead, lime
of eggs, purified earth, new earth, child, silver and moon. After
marriage and refinement it is referred to as leaven, gold, seed
of gold, red sulfur, the sun, Roman disk, and philosophical
anemones - just as man is designated and described by different
names and titles in each state, from the condition of a clot until
being invested with the robe of “Blessed be God, the best of
creators.” Likewise are the stations of all created things and
all that is mentioned, if thou wouldst observe with a pure and
clear eye. All these different names were mentioned so that
minds would not slip and become confused by the diversity of
terms. This is naught but pure mercy and the essence of grace.

All the Prophets and sages have mentioned this matter through
symbols, riddles and different names, as when the Commander
of the Faithful was asked while delivering the Sermon of Ex-
position: “O Commander of the Faithful, does alchemy exist?”
He replied: “Yes, by my life, it did exist, does exist, and will
exist.” They asked: “What is it?” He said: “Verily in flowing
mercury, lead, vitriol, saffron-colored iron, and green copper
rust lie earth’s treasures.” They said: “O Commander of the
Faithful, we do not understand.” He replied: “Make some of
it earth and some water, then cleave the earth with water,
and the work is complete.” They said again: “We do not un-
derstand.” He replied: “No more than this, for the ancient
philosophers added no more lest people make sport of it.”” And
it is related that Abraham the Friend said: “Knowledge is in
the egg, though not an egg.” He was asked: “What then is the
work, and what is the egg?, and what is other than the egg?”
And [the Prophet| (peace be upon him) said that the egg is the
world, containing the four natures wherein lies all knowledge.

It is said that Jesus, the Spirit of God and His Word, stated
that it exists. When asked what it is, he said: “The Word of
God.” People were divided between religious law and wisdom
concerning it, for he said “He who has no sword, let him buy
one,” and added nothing more to that. And Balinas the Wise
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mentioned this when describing the inscription on the tablet in
Hermes’ hand, saying with absolute certainty that the higher
comes from the lower and the lower from the higher, performing
wonders from the One, just as all things came from One - its
father is the Sun and its mother is the Moon. He also said that
the subtle is more noble than the gross, the Light of Lights
through the Power of Powers ascends from earth to heaven,
then descends becoming master over earth and heaven, the
higher and the lower. Know that God, blessed and exalted,
took a line and split it lengthwise, then turned one around the
other, thus creating the world. The line is formed from the
point when moved - understand what we say.

Then know that when God created all things from the four
elements - fire, air, earth and water - the four primary natures
emerged: heat, cold, moisture and dryness. When combined,
fire became two parts heat and dryness; water two parts cold
and moisture; earth two parts cold and dryness; and air two
parts heat and moisture. Then God Almighty created from
this the higher and lower worlds. What had balanced natures
remained over time, while what was unbalanced returned to
corruption. As we said regarding the composition of the two
luminaries, when the Almighty created the Sun He balanced its
natures except for fire which He increased, thus it came with
the color of fire. And He created the Moon with balanced parts
but water dominated the parts, thus it came with the color of
water. So the two active ones came, not the passive ones, for
the active ones are fire and water while the passive ones are
earth and air. Know this, O Abbas, then understand. As for
what has balanced natures, fire cannot burn it nor can pools
drown it - this is pure gold which nature has cooked. Know
this, for by God I have revealed to you the two great gates of
practice and knowledge, and mentioned all that you need and
seek.

Know then, O seeker, that this hidden work has been called
first because just as animals have
spirit, soul and body, so too does the Philosophers’ Stone con-
tain these; and second because the origin of this work is from
purified oil which is related to animals, thus it was given this
name. And it was called “air” because the three things and
three elements in the atmosphere of the realm of possibility
constitute this greatest pillar, and after its pillars appear in
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the outer world of existence it becomes external. The appli-
cation of the name “stone” to this thing is because the stone
attracts iron through the spiritual power inherent therein, and
likewise this mighty pillar attracts and transforms all bodies
through spiritual power and divine force.

No symbol, riddle, metaphor or mystery remains in this mat-
ter except that We have unveiled and made it clear. Although
I have never had and do not have any desire to write, never-
theless I have mentioned this blessing in such detail and pre-
cision so that you may witness within your inmost heart the
sign of God’s power and ascendancy in the realm of bodies,
and become prepared for the encounter with the Most Great
Elixir, the honored Essence and the glorious, mighty Spirit -
He Whom God shall make manifest - for He is the transformer
of spirits, the renewer of elements, and the resurrector of hearts
and minds.

26 Having reached this blessed name, purely for His sake I mention

another explanation of this science, so that the honor and favor
of that Remembrance may endure among the servants until
the appearance of that Sun of Truth, that hidden Purpose and
praiseworthy Point. Then take from the white resin which is
the purified, whitened sulfuric earth - meaning in a state of true
whiteness with no darkness remaining - and afterward mix it
with red resin which is the moist soul, meaning the purified oil
that has been cultivated with lime and has reached the state of
non-burning oil and is truly red. Let it dissolve until nothing
of the earth remains except that it has been dissolved. At this
point the work is complete, and this reaches its end in small
measure.

When the dawn of inner meaning and exposition breaks forth
from the horizon of certitude, hold fast to it that you may hold
fast to the sure handle and the most exalted luminous thread
and the most complete firm cord, that you may be among
those who have drunk from the gems of inner meanings from
the springs of the All-Glorious and be among those who are
firmly grounded therein.

Know then that this science, for all its nobility and loftiness,
pertains to the natural world. How can one who does not com-
prehend the natural realms comprehend the science of what
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lies beyond nature? Yet despite all these degrees they consider
themselves learned. Glory be to God above what they say
about that which they do not understand!

After all these stages of utterance, explanation, elaboration
and exposition, I counsel you that attaining the Most Great
Elixir will make you independent of all that exists in the visi-
ble kingdom and that which you need of food, drink, clothing
and necessities. However, you will still remain needy and con-
strained, even more intensely than before, for unity indicates
separation and wealth is the path to poverty. Therefore seek
that which will make you independent of the elixir and all who
are in the heavens and earth - for that is the furthermost Tree,
the supreme subtlety, the most glorious pavilion and the Lote-
Tree beyond which there is no passing, and the stations of
nearness in the dwelling place of eternity. This is the counsel
of this servant. Although occupation with these matters does
not bar this door - say: Enter therein, O people, in security.
And praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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To: Aqa Haydar

This is a Book from this servant to those who have believed in
God and His signs, and were among those who are guided by
God’s signs - for verily in the movement of leaves, the gushing
forth of rivers, the holy manifestations in the mirrors of the
righteous, the shining of the sun from the horizon of lights, and
the rising of the clouds of grace are signs for those who walk
upon the sacred shore and whose hearts are sanctified from
worldly allusions and deceptive indications, and who soar on
two wings of detachment in the holy and luminous atmosphere.
There has come before Us a tablet from someone complaining
about this servant in veiled words, after We had sheltered him
on the shore of nearness and made him among those who are
certain of their Lord’s signs. Say: Have you not heard “He
shall not be asked of His doings”? It is as though you were in

the sleep of heedlessness and were among the slumbering ones.

Have you not heard “He doeth whatsoever He willeth”? This
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is from the command of God, the Mighty, the Ancient. If you
do not understand these allusions, then I shall cast upon you
other proofs that you may be at peace within yourself and be
among those who know. Know at the outset that these words
are from Us, but We did not direct them to all of you. We
intended only those who claim to love God and then cast at
Him a clear flame, who attribute themselves to God and the
Manifestations of His Cause, yet afterward walk in the valley
of heedlessness.

Therefore be fair, O servant, after what has befallen the Mani-
festations of God’s Cause which you have heard and seen, until
matters reached such a pass that they expelled this needy ser-
vant from the land, as you yourselves witness and behind you
the near angels bear witness. Until We entered this land and
servants gathered around Us, and We loved them with utmost
love and sheltered them in this land, desiring them to become
standards of victory among all creatures, such that from their
faces would shine the lights of divine unity and from their deeds
and actions would appear signs of sanctity and detachment -
and God bears witness to this if you be of those who know.
We associated with them every day and every hour that per-
chance there might be kindled in their hearts the fire of love
and they might be set ablaze with love for God, the Protector,
the Mighty, the Powerful. We were at all times saddened by
their sadness and among those who rejoiced at their joy. We
did not exalt ourselves above them but were a companion to
them, with them and among them, and you all acknowledge
this if you be of the fair-minded.

Therefore consider, after all this, what these deniers have done
- claiming to love God while turning away through their deeds,
reaching through their actions a point that has bewildered the
minds of the knowing ones. We were aware of their deeds
but since they were secret We concealed them and did not
reveal what they had done. Yet they were not content with
this until they made the matter public and thereby raised the
standards of the corrupt ones. They turned to gross and im-
pure directions and turned away from the direction of God, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. They followed their own desires at
all times and hastened to do whatever their souls commanded
them. Then after this they attributed themselves to God, the
Lord of the worlds.
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Is it seemly for anyone to claim within his soul love for God and
for the Manifestations of His Cause, and yet to commit such
deeds as cause the tears of the sanctified to flow, after We had
willed for them to be a sign of holiness in the lands, to be Our
supporters, and to aid God with their very selves, their spirits,
their actions and their deeds, and to be among those who in the
kingdom are of the helpers — such that, were We to command
them to aught, they would not hesitate therein, but would
hasten to accomplish that which they were bidden? This is

what We hope from them, if thou art of them that comprehend.

And We have counseled them in all the Tablets that those who
claim belief in God, the Mighty, the Beautiful, should be such
that if they were to pass by the kingdom of beauty and the
temples of majesty they would pay no heed thereto. This is
what hath been inscribed by the finger of power upon luminous
and holy tablets. Likewise, should they pass by cities of gold,
they would pay no attention nor turn towards them, that they
might thereby become signs of sanctification in the dominion
of the heavens and earths. Yet they have turned away from all

this as though they had not heard a single letter from the Book.

Then they followed whatsoever their souls commanded them,
and God is aware and witness to all this. And whatsoever they
do, people attribute it to Us, as thou hast heard in numerous
instances if thou hast not forgotten, and its harm returneth to
the root of the Tree, if ye be of those who are certain.

5 Say: O people of the Bayan! Do ye not witness how all the dogs
of the earth have gathered against Me, and at every moment
cast at Me the darts of hatred and animosity, such that were
they to drink My blood, by God, the thirst of their hatred
would not be quenched, nor would the fire of their opposition
be extinguished? At all times they wait to attribute to Us
deeds from which all people turn away in aversion. Despite all
this, doth it beseem those who claim to love Us to assist them
in their purposes, such that through their actions they cut off
Mine arm and become supporters of the hypocrites? Say: O
people! If ye will not help God and His loved ones, at least

stand not against Him, and be not among the transgressors.

By God! Were ye to discover the sorrow of My heart and
the lamentation of Mine inmost being, ye would weep as those
who have lost their loved ones weep, and would never laugh,
nor would ye find joy within yourselves, if ye be among the
lovers. For the lover is not content with that which displeaseth
the One Whose love he claimeth, and walketh not save in the
paths of the sincere ones. Therefore ponder within thyself,
then bring thyself into the presence of God, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Omnipotent, the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
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In whatsoever God hath commanded His servants in His ordi-
nances, or forbidden them in His prohibitions, doth He seek
His own good or your good? Nay, by Him Who holdeth My
soul in His hand! He desireth naught save your preservation
among the worlds. Do ye not witness how He cast Himself
before His enemies, and how He sacrificed His spirit, His soul,
and His body among all created things? By God! In this He
desired naught save that His loved ones might find peace in
the Cause and not be among the hesitant ones, and that ye
might be assured within yourselves that this is truth from One
mighty and powerful, and that those endowed with spiritual
insight might testify that this was not in vain, and might be
among the perceiving ones.

Despite all this, how can We be content to abandon all that
We have been commanded in the Book from Him, and commit
that which We have been forbidden? Alas for Us, O concourse
of lovers! By God! Then doth the lamp weep at My state and
My poverty, and the Pen lamenteth My lack of helpers, and
the Tablet crieth out at My loneliness. And I say: “Sufficient
unto Me is God. There is no power nor strength save in God,
the Great, the Generous.” We seek refuge in none save Him,
and We seek help from none save Him. He is the best Helper
and the most excellent Supporter.

If thou findest in thy heart the love of God, arise from thy place,
then remind the people of their excesses against themselves
and their transgression against God, if thou be among those
who seek victory. Otherwise, remain tranquil in thy house
and dwelling place. He will assuredly assist His Cause as He
pleaseth, more swiftly than the twinkling of an eye. And in all
this I say: “Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds, and the
end belongeth to the patient ones.”

Then it behooveth them to return unto God and seek His for-
giveness seventy times, that perchance He may forgive them
through His grace and remit their evil deeds, and make them
to be of those who have repented and returned with their souls,
spirits and bodies unto God, the Mighty, the Praised. Let them
take none as helper save Him, nor any companion except Him,
nor any joy save from Him, nor any gladness except through
Him. Thereafter, let them walk upon the earth with tranquil-
ity from God and dignity from His presence, in such wise that
the angels of the worlds rejoice thereat, and let them ascend
in their ascent unto God to such a station as is hoped for by
the denizens of the pavilions of eternity and, beyond them, the
concourse of the near ones.
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To: Habib

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

A luminous remembrance from this servant to him who hath
believed in God and been guided by the Sun that hath shone
from the horizon of the Spirit, and who hath ascended unto
God until he reached the station of nearness in the pavilion
raised above the horizon of holiness, and who hath heard the
melodies of the Dove upon branches planted by the hand of
God in the paradise of the Divine Essence. Thus doth God ex-
alt whomsoever He willeth through His command and abaseth
those who have waxed proud before God and who this day are
debarred from the beauty of God.

O servant! Grieve not over anything, and fear no one. Place
thy trust in God. There is no God but Him. His is the cre-
ation and the command, and unto Him returneth the decree,
preserved in a Tablet from the hands of the oppressors. Say:
O people of guidance! Should sorrow or tribulation touch you,
rejoice within yourselves. And should the oppressors desire
your body, surrender it unto them, that ye may don the crim-
son robe and mount the steed of the spirit, and soar in the
atmosphere of destiny upon the winds of the divine command.

Then preserve thyself and the souls of them who have believed
in God and His signs according to thy capacity. And should
destiny unveil the countenance of tribulation, be patient and
content, that ye may walk in God’s good-pleasure and tread the
path of submission. All this is God’s command and His decree,
preserved in the pavilion of destiny upon a tablet concealed
from eyes.

Say: O people of the Bayan! Follow not your selfish desires,
and dispute not about the Cause of God. When a verse de-
scendeth unto you, bow down in humility before it and be not
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among those who are puffed up with pride. This is what the
servant counseleth you, advising you through a command sent
down from the heaven of oneness through God’s clouds.

Say: O people! Consider those who came before you, how
they met their end in heedlessness. Walk not in their ways nor
follow their guidance. Rather, follow Him Who was raised up
in the depths of light through God’s nature. Turn not to any
of the world’s ornaments, nor to those in whose hearts ye find
rancor against God and His loved ones. Hasten instead to a
law sent down from the clouds of glory.

Thus do We turn you toward the traces of God’s mercy and
cast upon you from the wisdom that was, in the eternity of
eternities, veiled behind the veils of light. Say: O people!
Deprive not yourselves, and distance not yourselves from a
paradise wherein blow the breezes of the celestial realm. Say:
Those who would bar you from the path of immortality have
no love within them and are recorded among the heedless on
holy tablets by the Pen of the Spirit.

Those in whose hearts is kindled the fire of love are deterred
by nothing and held back by no command. They hasten with
their very beings toward a station forbidden to the worlds. O
essence of love! Should anyone ask thee what thou hast gained
from thy journey, turn thy face from him and say: God hath
sanctified our souls from all that ye have known, and we have
attained unto a station recorded in the Mother Book in hidden
script. We have soared in the atmosphere of reunion until we
reached a city whose gates God hath shut against the likes of
thee. Then seek God’s help, and He will inspire thee in thy
response with melodies of the immortal Dove, that thou mayest
be enchanted by the holy strains.

And thus do We impart unto thee mysteries of knowledge and
wisdom, that thou mayest advance swiftly along the paths of di-
vine recognition. Thus have We given thee glad tidings through
the Spirit and cast upon thee meanings that were inscribed in
the Tablets of the divine decree in the invisible realm. There-
fore ponder what God hath shown thee in thy vision, then
preserve it in the treasuries of thy heart and relate it not to
those who have turned away and waxed proud, whose sole con-
cern in this world is but to amass counted coins. When We
impart unto them any mention, they turn away their faces -
such is the measure of their understanding. Would the dung
beetle desire to enter a garden wherein spiritual fragrances are
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wafting and sweet scents are diffused? Nay, by Him Who hath
made me His servant, they will never incline unto it, but rather
flee unto their own base selves which are consumed in a fire kin-
dled by the faggots of idolatry. These are they who have cast
the Word of God behind their backs, and Satan hath made
their deeds seem fair unto them. Therefore hath God seized
them for their sins and caused them to be burned in the fire
of unbelief.

O beloved! Hearken unto My call and take what We have
inspired thee with by the hand of power, and be as a flame
of fire that thou mayest ignite the fire in the hearts of those
who have detached themselves unto God and whose breasts
are consumed by the flames of longing. Then accept what We
have enjoined upon thee in the Concourse on high and be not
of those whose fire of divine love is extinguished in the valley of
devotion. Say: Those who hasten unto good deeds in this fire
are they whose hearts God hath tested for certitude and whom
He hath distinguished with the robe of divine recognition from
among the garments of understanding. The angels of the Cause
receive them and teach them the ways of piety and give them
glad tidings of mysteries that were mentioned in the Mother
Book.

Say: O people! This is but a servant of God, like unto any one
of you, who calleth you unto a Paradise wherefrom the Spirit
hath been bestowed upon the frame of all created things. He
commandeth you naught save the pure truth, that He may
bring you unto a knowledge that was raised aloft upon the
Mount of Light. Say: Now hath the Face appeared from behind
the veil, and the angels of the Spirit have descended, and God
hath come upon clouds that were mounted in the heaven of
holiness. Say: O people! Hasten unto God and fear no one,
and despair not of the Spirit of God. This is what We have
mentioned unto thee in this Book and made thee a bearer of
glad tidings from Us unto all the worlds, that thou mayest waft
the holy breaths upon hearts and remind them of days wherein
verses descended from the clouds of grace in wondrous wise.

2 And should the Name of God meet thee, spread these words

before him that he may rejoice within himself and not be veiled
from the gems of the Cause. And say unto him: Dost thou love
thy head more than God? Say: Glory be to God! I love it only
that it may be raised upon the spear in Thy love, if this be
acceptable unto Thee. Or is thy breast dearer unto thee than
God? Say: Glory be to God! T have preserved it only for
the arrows of the enemies in Thy path, and this lieth manifest
before Thee.
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Say: Fear no one and strip thyself of veils, for all good is in
God’s hands - He preserveth whom He willeth by His command,
and His grace hath ever been witnessed by the worlds like
unto this sun in the horizon above. Detach thyself from the
world, then soar in the atmosphere of nearness and yearning,
that thou mayest be even as the phoenix of longing, finding
intimacy in the fire of God. These numbered days shall swiftly
pass away, and all that they contain shall be folded up. Return
to a pavilion that was spread out before God from all eternity
and say: Verily, we have loved Thee and made mention of
Thee in the Concourse on High, yet found not from Thee the
fragrance of love.

Therefore have we made mention of Thee in the Tablet, that it
might draw Thee unto a spot that was sanctified above the
hearts of them that are nigh unto God. This is from the
Dove of the Cause, warbling unto you with the melodies of
Paradise, that it might render you entranced by the strains of
God and bring you to the stream of life and shelter you be-
neath the shade of mercy that was stretched forth in the Gar-
den of Eden. And we seal these words with the remembrance
of the Beloved in the tabernacle of the heart, that the book of
the Best-Beloved might be sealed with the seal of preservation.
Then clothe with the robes of glorification, wrought of the silk
of eternity, those in whose faces thou findest the light, and who
abide forever in the garden of detachment.
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To: Harful-Qurb (Abul-Hasan), in Shiraz

In the Name of my Best Beloved, the Most High!

This is a Book from this humble one who calls all who are in the
heavens and earth unto his Lord, the Mighty, the Compelling.
Say: Verily, in the boiling of the seas, the flowing of the rivers,
the alternation of night and day, the manifestations of oneness
in the garments of light, the blowing of winds, and the signs
of creation in the fruits, are signs for those possessed of sight.
Say: O concourse of earth! Behold ye the signs of God’s power,
how He created all who are in the heavens and earth by one
word from His Pen, and breathed into them the spirit of life
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by another word. Thus do We impart unto you what was con-
cealed in the depths of the ocean of mysteries. He sent ‘Ali
before Muhammad and revealed with him clear signs which
every possessor of knowledge and power is powerless to under-
stand. Thereby was the earth of knowledge cleft asunder, the
heavens of wisdom were split, the clouds of grace were raised
up, and the rain descended upon you. All this is a reminder
to you of the truth and a lesson to those possessed of under-
standing, guiding those who are detached unto the precincts
of holiness, while it increaseth naught for the wrongdoers save
loss.

Say: O people! This is what God promised you in the Tablets.
He hath come to you upon clouds of fire, surrounded by angels
of the spirit, giving you glad tidings of the good-pleasure of
oneness in that seat wherefrom the lights shine forth. Those
who were given the vision of justice by the decree of the Mighty,
the Self-Subsisting, turned unto Him, while those in whose
breasts was rancor against God turned away and were of those
who disbelieved in God in every age and epoch. This is what
hath been inscribed by the Most Exalted Pen upon tablets
traced by the finger of God, the Protector, the Compelling.

Say: O people! Be fair unto yourselves for less than a moment
and ponder thereon, O ye possessors of thought! If ye believe
not in Him Who hath come with clear signs, then to what face
will ye turn today, O possessors of justice? Have ye not heard
aforetime of the Day when your Lord or some of the signs of
your Lord would come? And this is He Who hath come in the
shadows of light with signs that render powerless all who are
in the heavens and earth, signs that stupefy the minds of the
mystics and the hearts of the righteous.

Say: O people! Arise from the couches of heedlessness and turn
unto God, the One, the Powerful, the All-Wise. Say: Verily in
the creation of your souls, the utterance of your tongues, and
the movement of your hands are signs for those possessed of
vision. Say: O people! Let not the world and its ornaments
prevent you, nor what hath been sent down upon you from
every proud doubter hinder you, and fear not those whom God
hath given power only over your bodies for numbered days,
that He may test which of you in the kingdom is most patient
and enduring. All this hath not been sent down upon you save
by what was ordained in the Preserved Tablet by measure and
destiny. Soon shall pass away all tribulations that have touched
you in less time than it takes for vision to return unto you. Fear
God and be afraid of Him Who hath power over you, over your
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souls and bodies. None can prevent His command. He doeth
what He willeth and is not asked of what He willeth. He is the
Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.

; Say: Those who have been patient in the earth, God shall soon

reward them with the most excellent of rewards. They shall
ride upon the crimson Steed and shall pass at all times through
every region and quarter.

Say: O people! This is the She-Camel of God, grazing upon
what God hath caused to grow for her in the land of Paradise,
giving you to drink of the milk whereby souls and bodies are
quickened. O people! Wrong her not through the evil of your
own selves, and follow not your selfish desires, but follow Him
Who calleth you unto God. Then remember Him in your hearts
in the night seasons and at dawn.

Say: Doth it not suffice you that He hath sent down unto you
the Book wherein every matter is distinctly set forth, which
is recited unto you at eventide and at daybreak, and which
giveth you the glad tidings of the Day when the faces of the
wrongdoers shall be covered with the dust of the fire, when
the mountains of knowledge shall crumble, when the earth of
unbelief shall be cleft asunder, and when rivers shall burst
forth?

Say: This is the Day whereof ye were promised in the Tablets,
when the heavens shall be folded up in the right hand of Power,
when the earth shall be grasped by the hand of Will, and when
the seas shall be set ablaze. This is what the Pen of Command

hath inscribed from the hidden mysteries with manifest clarity.

Then shall those nigh unto God rejoice at the meeting with
their Lord, while every proud deceiver shall be shaken. The
angels of light shall lead those who have believed unto the
Paradise of perpetual abode in the pole of heaven, while the
angels of torment shall drive those who have disbelieved unto
a most evil dwelling place. Thus do We cast upon thee from
the mysteries of the Cause, and recount unto thee what they
who disbelieved did aforetime, even as these transgressors now
disbelieve, that thou mayest be apprised of what was decreed
before and mayest be steadfast in God’s Cause in such wise
that no disbelieving denier may cause thee to slip.

Know thou that those who were given the Torah were promised
One Who would come after. Yet when Jesus came unto them
with clear signs from the Spirit, they said: “This is naught
but a lying man.” Then those who possessed the Gospel were
given glad tidings of One Who would come after them. Yet
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when Muhammad, the Apostle of God, came unto them, ev- sl 1J6 &l we - d}w)\ 2l 3106 4!
ery deceitful dissembler waxed proud against Him. Ask, then, G o sl U & )ly Jo N

concerning those who were given the Furqan: When the Apos-
tle came unto them from God, they said: “This is naught but
Yet when He returned to the holy seats beneath
the canopies of grandeur, they began to yearn for Him at all
times and to supplicate Him night and day. Thus did they who
came before — before whom there was none — and thus shall
they continue to do unto the end — beyond which there is no
end.

a sorcerer.”

This is what We have recounted unto thee concerning those
who disbelieved and turned away after clear proofs came unto
them from every direction, and who plotted against God ac-
cording to their power. But the plotting of the unbelievers
endeth only in ruin.

Even as thou seest today: When He came unto them with the
truth with clear proofs and scriptures, they said: “We were not
promised this by our forebears.” Then they grew proud against
Him and fled like frightened asses. Such is their portion in the
kingdom, and thus hath Satan made their deeds seem fair unto
them, such that they perceive not what they say. Thus have
We informed thee of all things with clarity, that thou mayest
be among those endowed with insight.

Say: Consider likewise those who were given the Bayan:
Should anyone come unto them with manifest signs, clear
proofs, brilliant evidences, comprehensive words, and lumi-
nous verses, they would shut their eyes to all of this, break
God’s covenant, turn upon their heels, and would accept him
only with flying arrows. By this thou canst be certain that
in all dispensations the true believer hath been as rare as red
sulfur. This is what hath been sent down from the heaven of
the Spirit upon the hearts of the righteous.

5 Say: O people! Should ye come to possess all the treasures

of earth, and should ye rule over all that lieth beneath the
light of the sun, and should ye partake of every fruit that hath
appeared upon the trees, and should ye don every robe that
hath been woven of silk and attire in all the lands, and should
ye take possession of every virgin maiden - by God! none of
these things shall profit you in the least when the angels of
death shall come unto you from a compelling and almighty
Lord and shall sever you from all these things in less than the
twinkling of an eye, as though ye had never been created in
the kingdom. This is a truth that hath been inscribed in the
scrolls by God, the Almighty, the Powerful, the All-Compelling.
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Thus have We prescribed unto you the law of admonition and
shown you the paths of holiness and taught you the ways of
Paradise and imparted unto you the wisdom of the Cause that
ye may draw nigh unto the Mighty, the All-Powerful. Say: O
concourse of earth! Whoso willeth, let him take this counsel
as a path unto God, and whoso willeth, let him turn away and
return to his abode in the fires of hell. And glory be upon thee
and upon those who have hearkened unto the melodies of the
Spirit and ascended unto the station of resplendent holiness.
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To: Bagum Khanum

O people of the Bayan and whosoever hath believed in God and
His verses in the realm of exposition! Hearken unto that which
the Dove of Identity warbleth unto you from the uttermost
heights of Its ecstasy in the love of God and the pinnacle of
Its passionate longing for God, Its self-effacement and Its sub-
sistence in God, the All-Powerful, the All-Compelling. Fear ye
God and dispute not concerning the Cause of God, worship
none but Him, and spread not corruption in the land of divine
knowledge.

Then accept the counsel given unto you by this Servant, upon
whom the arrows of destiny have rained down from the crimson
clouds in such measure as none can reckon save God, and none
can comprehend save Him. Have mercy, O people of the earth,
and burn Him not with the fire of your selves, harm Him not
with the suspicions of your idle fancies, imprison Him not in
the jail of your heedlessness, slay Him not with the swords of
your hypocrisy, and drive Him not away with the spears of
your tyranny and fetters, inasmuch as He hath called you to
naught save God and will never summon you except unto the
Manifestations of His Self and the Mirrors of His Being, and
by Him Who standeth in the station of His Cause.

Say: Fear ye God, oppose not the truth, and transgress not
the essence of counsel. Know ye that whosoever spreadeth cor-
ruption in this good and blessed land, upon him be the curse
of God; whosoever raiseth his hands without God’s good plea-
sure or without permission from His presence, upon him be
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the curse of God; whosoever moveth his feet without obedi-
ence to God, he is deprived of God’s mercy; whosoever taketh
his hands from his pockets and followeth his desires, casting
the Cause of God behind his back, he is excluded from God’s
shadow even should he dwell in the precincts of God’s sanctu-
ary.

Whosoever breatheth or speaketh according to his desires in
this land wherein the countenance of God hath been estab-
lished, he is bereft of the wonders of God’s grace; whosoever
severeth not himself from all that are in the heavens and on
earth cannot enter into the Kingdom of God; whosoever fol-
loweth his desires and attributeth them to God, he is deprived
of the gardens of God’s loving care; whosoever harboureth in
his heart aught save the love of God can never enter the City of
God; whosoever conveyeth a message to anyone without God’s
permission, upon him be God’s vengeance; whosoever spread-
eth God’s words before anyone without being authorized by
God, upon him be God’s might.

Say: Fear ye God, this is the holy land wherein the Spirit of
Oneness hath removed Its sandals to enter therein. Whosoever
conceiveth corruption against it in his heart hath turned away
from the face of God; whosoever guardeth not his tongue, his
feet, his hands and all his members, from his heart to his vitals,
upon him be the vengeance of God; whosoever slayeth a soul
without explicit permission from God hath transgressed the
Cause of God, and whosoever transgresseth the Cause of God,
upon him be the curse of God; whosoever backbiteth another
and the sun riseth upon him for three days while he hath not
repented unto God, he is debarred from the presence of God;
whosoever lieth down at night upon his bed while harboring
hatred in his heart for his believing brother, glad tidings unto
him of God’s vengeance and chastisement.

Close not, O people, to the face of the poor, the portals of
bounty, lest there be shut against you the gates of the grace
of God. Whoso entereth not the garden of resignation and
contentment hath indeed gone forth from the stronghold of
God; and he that hath gone forth from the stronghold of God
is verily blind to the vision of the light of God. Say: Fear
ye God, and expend upon your needy that which hath been
allotted unto you from the presence of God; then seek ye His
aid, that He may cause to descend upon you the showers of
His all-encompassing mercy.

And if ye desire to enter the abode of peace, surrender your-
selves and purify your hearts and illumine your spirits, for
therein are treasured the pearls of God’s wisdom and concealed
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the beauty of God’s essence. Whoso entereth and visiteth the
land wherein is enshrined the Temple of God’s Throne, it is as
though he were seated at the right hand of God’s majesty. And
whoso standeth at the gate where gather the angels nigh unto
God, while in his heart lurketh the slightest trace of desire, the
breezes of God’s spirit shall not waft over him.

O people! Know ye your station, inasmuch as ye abide beneath
the shade of the Tree of God’s Paradise.
yourselves and depart not therefrom if ye be birds soaring in
the heaven of God’s oneness. Ye shall be tried with a blind and
deaf test, but whoso keepeth his feet firm upon God’s path, it

Have mercy upon

is as though he walked in the precincts of God’s sovereignty.

This Dove shall warble in this atmosphere, and ye shall neither

witness what ye have witnessed nor hear what ye have heard.

Blessed are the eyes for what they have seen, and the ears
for what they have heard, and the hands for what they have
grasped.

And whoso heareth not what ye have heard is deprived of God’s
melodies and deaf to the cooing of God’s Dove. This is the final
counsel of this servant in these words which have appeared
through the grace of God’s eternal dawn. Act upon them, O
servants of God, that the essences of God’s bounty may be
perfected upon you.

Say: O people! Sanctify your spirits and purify your hearts and
empty your souls and turn not to anything nor let anything
prevent you nor let this fleeting dominion veil you. Enter into
the Egypt of God’s love and dwell in the precincts of His mercy
and find solace in His remembrance. Then turn away from
aught else. Then drink from the oceans of His grace, then
enter the sanctuary of His beauty, then burn away the veils of
limitation that prevent you from His union and meeting, and
delight in the everlasting, enduring blessings of life through His
wondrous favors.

Be not of those who feared not God and His loved ones, and
who were not ashamed before the Manifestations of His Cause
and the Daysprings of His glory, and who were of those who
exceeded the bounds in His Cause and spread corruption in His
wisdom and denied His signs and turned away from His beauty,
and thereby departed from the party of the All-Merciful and

entered the party of Satan, and were among those who perish.

And I send blessings and peace upon the First Dawn that rose
and shone forth, and upon the Last Dawn that illumined and
revealed, and upon Him Whom God shall make manifest on
the day of His advent from the canopies of light in a cloud of
fire, and upon those who guided unto Him on the day of His
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manifestation and drew nigh unto Him on the day of meeting
Him, that the lights of His essence may be perfected upon all
who are in the heavens and earths. At that time I say: Praise
be unto Him for He is the Lord of the worlds and the Beloved
of the mystics.

He. O My beloved and intimate friend! Since certain unseemly
deeds have appeared from some which are contrary to the good-
pleasure of God, therefore these few words concerning the ele-
vation of the stations of spiritual conduct have been set forth,
that the dwellers in this land may walk upon this straight path
and shining way, so that no sorrow may find its way to anyone.
And since Mirza Javad was setting forth to circumambulate
the Kaaba of the All-Bountiful, these degrees of unity were
expressed in this Tablet of wisdom, that all may be preserved
from the hardships of the Cause and the intensity of self, and
that the ships of hearts and minds may rest upon the Ararat
of piety and acceptance. How excellent is the reward of those
who recite, and praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.

Convey My glorious mention to his honor Mulla Rajab-‘Ali and
Aqa ‘Ali-Muhammad. I remember the honored Sayyah and all
the friends. In truth, Mirza Aqa Jan was the cause of sending
this page, otherwise this servant would not have been so bold.
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In the name of Him Who is the Manifest, the All-Powerful, the
Most Exalted

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who created all
beings through the force of Thy Self-Subsistence, and mani-
fested all things through the power of Thy Unity. Thou hast
clothed them with the garments of Thy all-knowledge and
adorned them with the robes of Thy holiness, that all might tes-
tify to Thy eternal sovereignty in the realm of divine essences,
and all might bear witness to Thy singular dominion in the
world of contingent beings. Thou hast made the Point of Exis-
tence the essence of all knowledge in the dawning of creation,
and hast stripped away all signs, such that no mention was
ordained for aught else in His presence, nor any glory for an-
other in His kingdom. Thou didst ordain no separation be-
tween them, no connection, no mention, and no description,
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lest any soul be veiled by beholding created things from attain-
ing unto the beauty of Thy countenance, and lest any being be
kept back, at the manifestation of known things, from gazing
upon Thy majesty.

Glorified, glorified art Thou above the knowledge of all known
things! Glorified, glorified art Thou beyond the description of
all created things! By Thy glory, O my Lord, were all names
in their fullness and all attributes in their grandeur to be be-
stowed upon any sign of Thy dominion, it would be fitting,
though nothing would be manifested therefrom throughout all
eternity, nor would a single letter emerge from the veils of
majesty. Glorified, glorified art Thou! How great is Thy power,
how mighty Thy sovereignty, whereby Thou hast made all ex-
istence the dawning-place of Thy knowledge and the treasury
of Thy glory!

By Thy life! Should any of those who point unto Thee desire
to bring forth all knowledge from a speck of dust, he would
be able, for the sovereign power of Thy grace hath permeated
the mystery of unity, and the king of Thy bounty hath stirred
within the innermost essence of eternity. All this is but a token
of the knowledge whereby Thou didst create all visible things
and bring forth all that hath been mentioned, without any-
thing departing from or entering into the sign of Thy unity.
But the knowledge that is Thy Self none shall ever know save
Thee, and none can describe it except Thee. It hath no de-
scription save its own essence, no mention save its own being,
no attribute save its own self. Glorified, glorified art Thou
far above whatsoever Thy servants assert in describing Thy
attributes!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I know not how to make men-
tion of Thee after Thou hast cut off all ways before me and
encompassed me from every direction. Yet how can I refrain
from mentioning Thee after Thou hast commanded me by the
sovereign power of Thy remembrance and guided me by the
king of Thy loving-kindness? By Thy glory, O my Beloved! I
desire none but Thee, I describe none but Thee, I seek none
but Thee, I ask for none but Thee, and I exist solely for Thee,
and through none but Thee.

By Thy glory, which is Thy very Self! Were I not fearful lest
the feet of them that know Thee might slip and the minds of
the united ones be confounded, I would have declared Thee
sanctified above all things, hallowed beyond every description,
and would have returned all the attributes wherewith people
describe Thee to a speck of dust, that the sovereignty of Thy
might might become manifest in the realm of divine essences
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and the king of Thy transcendence might be proven in the
kingdom of unity. But how can this be, after Thou hast sealed
my tongue by Thy power? And how can this appear, after
Thou hast removed me far by Thy might?

Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Beloved! Thou art He
Who seated me within the pavilions of Thy grandeur, then took
away their pillars; Who caused me to dwell in the tabernacle
of Thy loftiness, then cut its cords. Praise be to Thee, O my
God, for what Thou hast sent down upon Thy servant from
the drops of Thy might, and thanksgiving be to Thee, O my
Hope, for what Thou hast caused to descend upon this son
of Thy handmaiden from the outpourings of Thy power, such
that the signs of Thy wrath have encompassed me from every
direction. None shall be able to withstand me in the face of
the manifestation of the signs of Thy wrath, nor can any soul
endure to be with me at the revelation of the tokens of Thy
chastisement.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! How great is my grief, and how
severe my tribulation, that even wert Thou to seat me upon
the throne of glory and give me to drink from the chalices of
oneness before the countenance of beauty, and conceal me in
the robes of grace behind the tabernacles of might and bounty,
and cause me to enter the pavilions of grandeur at the dawning
of the sun of eternity - by Thy glory, the sorrow of my heart
would not be dispelled, nor would the anguish of my soul be
lifted, nor would the burning of my heart be stilled, nor would
the grief of my being be extinguished. I know not, O my God,
why Thou hast caused to remain on earth one whom no created
thing desireth, and how Thou hast delivered unto the kingdom
one whom no creature loveth.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! Never have I found any as patient
as Thee, nor known any as forsaken as I. Yet by Thy glory,
even if Thou wert to slay me with every sword, and pierce
my heart with every arrow, and raise my head upon every
spear, and parade it throughout the lands until the people do
with it as they wish - I would remain content with Thy decree,
obedient to Thy command, accepting of Thy deeds, and loving
what Thou lovest. It is not for me to object with a single
word, for I, in my weakness and abasement, have known and
become certain that Thou wilt not deal with me save in that
which benefiteth me, and this is the ultimate expression of Thy
grace toward Thy servant and the supreme manifestation of
Thy loving-kindness toward the son of Thy handmaiden. But
none can understand this save those whose vision Thou hast
made penetrating this Day, and sufficient art Thou as witness
to what I say.
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Glorified, glorified art Thou! Verily, I have been among the
wrongdoers, and I call upon Thee in the darkness of remote-
ness that there is no God but Thee. Glory be unto Thee!
Verily, I am of those who repent. Answer Thou my prayer and
have mercy upon me, for Thou art the Beloved of them that
know Thee, and praise be unto Thee, for Thou art God, the
Lord of all worlds. Dost Thou see within Thyself, O my God,
that Thou shouldst not have mercy upon me, after I have be-
come certain that Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful?
Dost Thou perceive in Thy inner being, O my Lord, that Thou
shouldst not gladden me, after I have known that Thou art the
Lord of all worlds?

Glorified art Thou, O my God! If Thou art not with Thy ser-
vant, who then can be his companion? And if Thou art not
with the son of Thy handmaiden, can any other than Thee
be his reckoner? Nay, by Thy presence! For by the power of
Thy grace Thou hast cut him off from all directions, and by
the sovereignty of Thy mercy Thou hast sanctified him from
all contingent things, whether this be in opposition to his self
or in accordance with it, such that nothing remaineth for him
save the dawning-places of Thy remembrance and the mani-
festations of Thy praise. If Thou acceptest these, then unto
Thee be praise - praise that causeth grace to descend from the
heavens of Thine eternity, praise that manifesteth tenderness
from the splendors of Thine essence, praise that befitteth the
sovereignty of Thy oneness and beseemeth the dominion of Thy
unity.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! Verily, I have been among the
heedless, and I say: Have mercy upon me, O Thou in Whose
hand is the kingdom of all worlds.
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To: Mirza Hadi

In the name of our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

I addressed unto thee aforetime an Epistle in the lucid Ara-
bian tongue, and I now reveal for thee this Tablet in wondrous
Persian prose, that thou mayest hear, in the glorious accents
of the Nightingale of ‘Iraq, the sweet melodies of the nearness
of the heavenly Paradise that had, ere this, been intoned in
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the language of Hijaz. Perchance thou mayest become pure
spirit; attain, without taking a single step, the loftiest stations
of mystic ascent; and explore, without leaving thine outward
habitation, the furthermost reaches of the worlds of inner sig-
nificance. Thereupon wouldst thou, with a divine rapture, ex-
perience true spiritual attraction, lay down thy life in the path
of the Friend, and sacrifice thy soul in the wilderness of His
love. This indeed is the meaning of stillness in flight and flight
in stillness, of fluidity in solidity and solidity in fluidity.

To continue: It is clear that the wayfarers in the wilderness of
search and longing, of attainment and reunion, have numerous
degrees and countless stations. Some, after spiritual struggle
and physical toil, ascend from the lower reaches of “no God is
there” to the lofty bowers of “but God”, flee from the shadow
of negation to abide in the limitless realm of affirmation, and
abandon the privation of a transient existence for the bountiful
assemblage of reunion. This is the uttermost limit of the realm
of effort and striving.

Others, without receiving the least intimation of “no God is
there”, pass beyond the highest horizon of “but God”; without
even tasting a dewdrop of the degrees of self-surrender ascend
unto the kingdom of life everlasting; and without partaking
from the wellspring of utter abnegation quaff the wine of the
Ancient of Days. These souls, as they traverse the stages of
wayfaring and ascend unto the stations of reunion, walk a dif-
ferent path and occupy a different rank.

Still others, without having perused a single letter of the king-
dom of names or acquired the faintest intimation from the
realm of attributes, which pertaineth to this world, dawn above
the invisible horizon of eternity and return again thereunto. A
hundred thousand seas of glory surge in their luminous hearts,
and yet to outward seeming their lips are parched; a myriad
rivers of holiness stream within their breasts, and yet no trace
thereof is to be seen; the books of God’s consummate wisdom
are recorded upon the tablets of their hearts, and yet they
breathe not a word thereof in the world of appearances. They
dwell in the Egypt of certitude and journey in the lands of
resignation. They are intoxicated with the beauty, and en-
tranced by the glory, of Him Who is the All-Glorious. Heart
to heart they whisper hidden secrets; soul to soul they unfold
abstruse matters. The mysteries of the Divine Essence glow
upon their brows, and the lights of Divine Unity shine from
their peerless faces. They clothe themselves in the robe of con-
cealment and cast their sleeves over both this world and the
world to come. Without wings they soar, without feet they
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walk, without hands they grasp and hold. They speak an un-
known tongue and observe an unseen grammar, of which all the
world’s inhabitants know not a single letter, save those whom
thy Lord hath willed. Unto each hath a share been vouchsafed
in His Book, and they shall all attain unto that which hath
been destined for them.

It is clear and evident that, in this Dispensation wherein the
banner of utterance hath been raised aloft and the candle of dis-
cernment hath been lit, there is no Lord but the Exalted One.
He it is Who is one in His essence and one in His attributes,
single in the kingdom of names and peerless in the realm of
actions. It is by virtue of His blessed name that the seas of Di-
vine Unity have been made to surge; it is through the power of
His resistless command that the immutable decrees of destiny
have been enforced; it is through the potency of His sovereign
might that the dictates of fate have been fixed. Who hath the
power to soar in that exalted atmosphere or to cherish another
beloved than Him? We all abide beneath His shadow and seek
our portion from the ocean of His grace. However far the gnat
may fly, it can never traverse the length and breadth of heaven,
and however high the sparrow may soar, it can never attain the
tree of immortality. Since all do not possess the same degree of
spiritual understanding, certain statements will inevitably be
made, and there shall arise, as a consequence, as many differ-
ing opinions as there are human minds, and as many divergent
beliefs as there are created things. This is certain and settled,
and can in no wise be averted. Now, it is clear that some are
virtuous, others are sinful, and still others are rebellious. One
must call the people to love and faithfulness, to zeal and con-
tentment, that the sinful may be admonished and the ranks
of the virtuous may swell. Nor is it possible that there be no
sinners: So long as the name “the Ever-Forgiving” shineth re-
splendent above the horizon of existence, there will be sinners
in the world of creation, for the latter cannot appear without
the former and the former cannot exist without the latter.

Our aim is that thou shouldst urge all the believers to show
forth kindness and mercy and to overlook certain shortcomings
among them, that differences may be dispelled; true harmony
be established; and the censure and reproach, the hatred and
dissension, seen among the peoples of former times may not
arise anew. Perchance they may be educated and, in the latter
Resurrection, inflict not upon that cherished Spirit and Essence
of existence, that exalted and subtle Reality, the least of that
which the Point of the Bayan was made to suffer.

Moreover, a reply to thine enquiries was sent aforetime. It
is evident that whatever question is asked will be answered
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through the ocean of eternal grace, but such questions also
add to the burden of duties imposed upon the servants. That
which hath been recorded at God’s behest in the Persian Bayan
is indeed sufficient unto all, and none will be held to account
for what it hath not commanded. Consider how numerous were
those in the early days of the Revelation who obeyed, without
the slightest deviation, every least one of its injunctions and yet
reaped no benefit therefrom. The beginning of religion is love
for God and for His Chosen Ones, and its end is to manifest
that love to His servants.

I swear by God! Whoso faileth to obey the commandments of
God can in no wise be numbered among His loved ones, for
among the conditions of His love is to follow His command-
ments and observe His prohibitions. But since these are the
days of concealment, and the Sun of eternity remaineth hid-
den beneath the horizon of being, one must gather together
everyone with love and protect them. The time for the com-
pletion of the commandments and the perfection of deeds will
assuredly come.
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I know not, O my God, for whom I shall describe Thee and
through whom I shall make mention of Thee. By Thy glory,
I am bewildered, after Thou didst place me in the land of
abasement like unto a distressed fish. Whenever I desire to
make mention of Thee, my tongue cannot utter a sound due
to the severity of tribulations that have befallen me therein.
And whenever I find the love of remembrance in my heart,
no cry ascends from my inmost being due to the multitude
of calamities with which Thou hast surrounded me, to such
extent that I find my lips, through the subtleties of power,
make mention of Thee, yet my ears hear not what describes
Thee. I know that my heart, with the perfection of its love,
praises Thee, yet my tongue knows not how to remember Thee.
And this is naught but a bounty from Thee and a favor from
Thy presence. There is no God but Thee, the Protector, the
Self-Subsisting.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest how all the servants
are asleep upon their beds while the eyes of Glory await the
wonders of Thy mercy. All mankind lie slumbering upon their
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couches while the Countenance of Beauty lies upon the dust,
yearning for the manifestations of Thy compassion. It is as
though I behold all directions like unto a sinner who is led to
be crucified, looking to his right and his left that perchance he
may receive a sign of Thy loving-kindness and the dawning of
Thy mercy. Yet have I not witnessed it until now, nor after
now. The command is in Thy hands alone. There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Beloved.

I know not, O Sovereign of my Glory, which of my afflictions to
complain of before Thee, and which of my tribulations to men-
tion in Thy presence, after the sighs of tears have prevented
me from the sovereignty of remembrance when visiting Thy
tribulation, and drops of tears have veiled me from the King
of description at the manifestation of Thy trials. How great is
Thy tribulation and how mighty Thy retribution! Whenever
Thou didst preserve me, O my God, from one tribulation, Thou
didst deliver me unto another, and whenever Thou didst save
me from one abasement, Thou didst rear me for an abasement
greater than the first, to such extent that no garment of humil-
iation remained except that Thou didst clothe me therewith,
and no sea of hardship existed except that Thou didst make
me drink therefrom, and no fruit of adversity was seen except
that Thou didst make me taste thereof.

Alas, alas! Would that I had never existed in the kingdom and
had never been mentioned on earth! Alas, alas, for what Thou
hast decreed through the wonders of Thy power, and ordained
through the manifestations of Thy might, and brought into
being through the sovereignty of Thy Lordship, and numbered
through the authority of Thy Self-Subsistence, and inscribed
upon the tablets of creation by the hands of Thy leave, and
ordained upon the face of invention at the exaltation of Thy
remembrance!

I know not, O my Beloved, how I can endure before the surging
of the winds of Thy power and be still at the manifestation of
the signs of Thy might, after the pillars of the sanctuaries of
the Kingdom have been demolished at the sprinkling of the
tokens of Thy might, and the foundations of the towers of the
Realm of Power have been destroyed at the brandishing of the
signs of Thy sovereignty. Alas, alas, for the intensity of my
weakness at the descent of Thy tribulation! Alas, alas, for my
lack of patience at the appearance of Thy vengeance!

By Thy glory, tribulations in their entirety have seized me, and
calamities in their fullness have encompassed me. I beseech
Thee by what Thou art, to send the breezes of light which Thou
hast nurtured in the heart of heaven, that perchance thereby
the heart of Glory may find rest. Nay, by Thy glory, it shall not
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find rest even if Thou seat me upon the throne of the heaven
and give me to drink from the crimson vessels by the snow-
white countenance, and cause me to hear the melodies of the
dove at the tree of accomplishment from the point of destiny.
For verily, by my Lord, the Lord of the heavens and earth, in
no matter have I desired aught save to follow Thy command,
to be submissive at the manifestation of Thy sovereignty, and
to be humble before the gate of Thy mercy.

O my God! Though I may not be a champion of Thy Cause,
yet I am a servant of Thy loved ones; and though I may not be
obedient to the sovereignty of Thy will, yet I am a helper of Thy
chosen ones. Glorified, glorified art Thou! Verily Thou art the
First of the forgivers, and I am the last of the penitent. Have
mercy upon me through the wonders of Thy mercy, and show
me kindness through the effulgent rays of Thy bounty. Thou
art the Bestower without being asked, and the Ever-Enriching
without decline. There is none other God but Thee, the All-
Compelling, the Kind.

Whenever I wander, O my God, in the wilderness at eventide,
I behold that the birds return to their nests, and the sheep to
their folds, and the beasts to their lairs, while I find myself
bewildered and distracted, knowing not whither to go nor to
whom to turn, for all the people have driven me from their
lands and all mankind have cast me out from their dwellings,
until I remain alone and solitary in creation, not knowing which
way to direct my steps, to which country to turn, or where to
dwell.

Nay, by Thy might! I shall not turn to anyone but Thee, even
should I face worse afHlictions, nor shall I seek any but Thee,
even should I be brought lower than this. For I have known
none other than Thee to cleave unto, and have witnessed none
besides Thee to turn to. If Thou drivest me from one door, I
shall enter through another; if Thou keepest me distant from
one direction, I shall draw near to Thee from another; if Thou
slayest me with one sword, I shall await another. For Thou
knowest, O my God, that though Thou mayest have servants
better than I, yet I have no sovereign greater than Thee; and
though Thou mayest have servants mightier than I, yet I have
no master like unto Thee, nor any lord resembling Thee.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! If these eyes be not worthy to
behold the lights of Thy beauty, then change them as Thou
pleasest; and if this earth be not fit for the descent of Thy
sovereignty, then transform it by Thy power, as Thou hast
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promised in the scrolls of Thy glory and the tablets of Thy
might, that I may be among those who seek refuge at Thy
gate, who take shelter in Thy presence, who drink from the
cups of Thy grandeur, who gaze upon Thy countenance alone,
who ascend to the pavilion of greatness by Thy power of eter-
nality, who rise to the dawning-place of oneness by Thy might
of unity, who warble the verses of Thy attraction, who repose
upon the carpet of Thy lordship, who hold fast to the cord of
Thy sovereign grace, who shelter beneath the shade of the tree
of Thy eternity, who sit within the tabernacles of greatness at
the manifestation of the sun of Thy oneness, who dwell in the
tents of eternity at the revelation of the signs of Thy singleness,
who drink from the cups of detachment at the gleaming of the
beauty of Thy grandeur, and who are enriched by the melodies
of attraction at the warbling of the dove of Thy glory.

Perchance then my heart may find peace, my essence be glad-
dened, my soul rejoice, my spirit be stirred, the fire of my love
be kindled, the light of my mystery shine forth, my face be illu-
mined, my body move with longing, my form ascend with joy,
and I may be among those who, through Thy grace, find rest
and through Thy favor make their petition. O my God! Send
Thy blessings upon him whom Thou hast loved before and
whom Thou wilt love hereafter, and upon him whom Thou
wilt manifest on the day when Thou raisest up the heavens of
Thy creation and causest the sun of Thy power to shine forth,
in accordance with what Thou lovest and art pleased with. Ver-
ily Thou art the Almighty over whatsoever Thou willest, and
verily Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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Glorified art Thou, O my God and my Beloved! All servants ex-
alt Thee above any other, and all created things sanctify Thee
from all else. Yet I, in my powerlessness and poverty, have
found none besides Thee from whom to exalt Thee, and have
witnessed none except Thee by which to sanctify Thee. By Thy
glory, O my God, whenever I have sought other than Thee, I
found it naught, and whenever I desired other than Thee, I wit-
nessed it not. And whenever I descend from the most exalted
heights to the lowest depths of earth, I find nothing except
signs of Thy oneness, tokens of Thy singleness, intimations of
Thy lordship, and evidences of Thy self-subsistence, to such
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extent that were Thou to remove Thy signs from existence,
nothing would remain in Thy kingdom and no letter would be
witnessed in Thy realm. Thus hast Thou made the night and
day as two signs, effacing the sign of night and making the sign
of day illuminating, that the sovereignty of Thy power might
endure in the dominion of all possibilities, and the lights of
Thy countenance might shine forth in the kingdom of all cre-
ated things. None shall attain to the mystery thereof save him
whom Thou hast made to dwell in the kingdom and then made
him as a proof of the sun.

Glorified art Thou! How mighty is the sovereignty of Thy
power which hath encompassed all who are in the heavens and
the earth and all that lieth between them! How resplendent
is the dominion of Thy might which hath filled all who dwell
in the realm of the divine cloud and all below it! Glorified
art Thou, O my God! All existence seeketh Thee yet findeth
Thee not, and all [witnesses] witness Thee yet know Thee not,
for when they turn to their own stations and conditions apart
from Thee, they forget Thee. And when they forget Thee,
Thou causest them to forget themselves, as recompense for
their deeds. Thus are they veiled from visiting Thy presence,
beholding Thy countenance, and gazing upon Thy beauty, and
they become of those deprived of meeting Thee, rejected from
Thy presence, barred from Thy court, and are among the lost
and the remote ones.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I know not by what tongue I
should call upon Thee nor by what utterance I should invoke
Thee. I know not, O Thou Who art my heart’s desire, how
Thou wishest me to describe Thee. Shall I describe Thee by
Thyself or mention Thee through another? If Thou desirest to
hear Thy description from Thyself - and this is worthy of One
like Thee - yet none can do this save those whom Thou hast
made repositories of Thy knowledge and treasuries of Thy light.
And if Thou desirest to witness Thy description from another -
this is impossible for One like Thee, for mention of that which
cometh not from Thee befitteth Thee not, nor is worthy of
Thee, nor can ascend to the heavens of Thine eternity, nor rise
to the sanctuaries of Thine oneness.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! All descriptions fail to reach the
court of Thy glory and all attributes cannot attain to the
sovereignty of Thy power, for Thou hast not determined for
Thyself the true measure of Thy station, nor hast Thou limited
Thy countenance to the description of Thy creation. By Thy
glory, O Beloved, none can describe Thee and none can men-
tion Thee, for Thou hast not described Thyself save by Thyself,
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nor characterized Thine Essence save by Thine Essence. Glo-
rified art Thou! I have been among those sincere at Thy gate
and those repentant in Thy remembrance.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by him whom
Thou hast chosen for the wonders of Thy Cause, fashioned for
the ornaments of Thy power, selected for the repositories of
Thy mystery, and singled out for the splendors of Thy coun-
tenance, that Thou inspire me with what Thou lovest of the
comprehensive words of Thy remembrance, clothe me in the
garments of Thy pardon, shelter me with the cloaks of Thy
loving-kindness, and give me to drink from the cups of Thy
forgiveness, for I am Thy servant and am in Thy hand, seeking
refuge at Your threshold, taking sanctuary in Your presence,
clinging to the sovereignty of Your mercy, and beseeching the
King of Your grace. Would You, O my God, distance one
whom You reared for Your servitude? Would You, O my Aspi-
ration, forsake one whom You trained for Your service? Would
You, O my Hope, deprive one whose eyes await the descent of
Your mercy? Would You, O my Lord, deny one whose sight
You caused to be fixed upon the manifestation of Your pardon?
Far be it from You, nay far be it from You, to cast out whom
You have drawn nigh, reject whom You have honored, destroy
whom You have quickened, or silence whom You have caused
to speak. Glory be unto You! Glory be unto You! You are He
Who does what He pleases and ordains what He desires. None
can resist Your command or prevent Your deed. There is no
God but You, the All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting.

i I know not, O my God, if You do not wish me to describe

You throughout the lands, why then have You inspired me
with these words? And if You love that I should mention You
among Your servants, why then have You cast me away from
all directions? Nay, by Your glory! Rather, You have honored
me, even if You have seated me upon a speck of dust, and
You have called me, even if You have turned me away from all
doors. How mighty is the sovereignty of Your Lordship over
me, and how sweet is the dominion of my servitude to You!
How exalted are the wonders of Your glory toward me, and
how resplendent are the tokens of my abasement before You!

Glory be unto You! I have been foremost among sinners, and
You are the Most Merciful of the merciful. Hear my call, for
in Your hand is the dominion of all worlds. I bear witness
before You, O my God, at this moment when none is with me
besides You, that I am a servant who has believed in You, in
Your verses sent down from Your presence, and in Your Book
dispatched from Your side, such that I have believed in ev-
ery sign before its appearance and after its setting, and at the
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time when its beauty shone forth and its light gleamed, submis-
sive to Your command and humble before the sovereignty of
Your countenance. I have commanded the servants only what
I heard from Your tongue or witnessed in Your Book, lest they
differ in Your Cause and spread corruption in Your lands. In
all matters I have desired only to spread Your favors and man-
ifest Your knowledge, and I desire naught but to follow Your
command and to stand firm upon what the Countenance of
Your glory and the King of Your presence has willed, that the
fire of Oneness might be kindled from the Tree of Your eternity
and the reality of Your Absolute Unity might be proven upon
the throne of Your grandeur. Glory be unto You! Glory be
unto You! I am among those who remember and worship You,
and I say: Praise be to God, the Lord of the worlds.
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He is God, exalted be His glory, the Mighty!

2 This is submitted: Your esteemed letter indicating the good
health of your blessed person arrived like the Egyptian Bashir
as a herald of glad tidings, reaching the spiritual Canaan which
is the city of the heart. The fragrance of faithfulness was in-
haled from this garment; it brought joy and increased comfort.
The realms of sorrow were rolled up and the carpet of delight
was spread forth. The banner of love was raised high while
anguish bowed its head.

However, there was complaint about the brevity of the cor-
respondence. Indeed, the friends in the true garden who are
intoxicated in the spiritual rose garden by the divine wine, who
are stirred to ecstasy by the spiritual melody, who are uncon-
scious of their own existence and are effervescent from the wine
of mercy, are not content with little and do not become hung
over from much. Before them, the books of contingent exis-
tence are as a mere letter, and the ocean of utterance as but a
single cup, for they have withdrawn from contingent existence
and chosen seclusion in the realm beyond space. The vat can-
not satisfy love’s hangover, nor can the ocean cool the heat of
longing. These two verses were spoken in this regard:

“What thou hast stored within the vault no gall of Love can
ever break; So bring, O Saqi, from that Wine—a sea of spirit—
for my sake.
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That this veiled, love-distracted heart may surge at last with
clamorous roar, And this God-drunken, heaven-taught soul rise
from its swoon—awake once more.”

; The fish is never sated with water, nor the lover satisfied with

the beloved. Should the loved one gaze upon the beauty of
the beloved for a thousand years, it would seem but an hour,
and should he drink for ages the pure wine from the honey of
union, it would seem but a moment. Their joy is in sacrificing
heart and soul, and their sorrow in being occupied with this
and that. As Rumi says:

“Lovers drain the cup of joy only when Their beloveds slay
them with their own hands.”

In any case, this time the letter—like the register of the
disobedient—hath grown dark, and, like the course of the
guilty, obscure; for from every offence it yieldeth a token,
and from every crime it displayeth a sign. By reason of its
excessive prolixity and its chain-like writing, it is as though
the sequence hath fallen into the circle of repetition and, at the
very first step, remaineth arrested. I fear lest, again, thou wilt
not deem it sufficient, and wilt begin to complain—though
thou thyself bearest witness that I have barred the doors of
companionship, cut off the path of correspondence, and that
this which I have done for thee hath been contrary to all
accustomed practice.

And further: what can one say of these thankless people? Thou
knowest what measure of envy they harbour in their hearts,
and what store of rancour they conceal within their breasts.
They will draw no breath save at the bidding of self, and will
seek naught but the idol of desire—as He saith: Hast thou
seen him who hath taken his own desire for his god? With
all this—plain and manifest unto thee, yet hidden from any
save thyself—how can the Nightingale of God, upon a bough
of spirit, sing a subtle strain? How can the Hoopoe of Sheba
recount aught of the City of Eternity?

Silence is better than clamour. The gnostics of the Beloved,
by this saying, have strung the pearls of utterance: two things,
above all else, are sweetest and most pleasing—first, a heart
that is receptive to speech; and then, a word that is acceptable
to the heart. Now, in which heart among this company shall
I seek such receptivity? From what rose shall I inhale the
fragrance of this flower? God hath set a seal upon their hearts,
and upon their hearing, and over their eyes is a covering. It is
evident that none heareth the melody of the spirit save the true
ear, and none beholdeth the countenance of the Well-Beloved
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save the eye of the soul. “They have eyes, but see not thereby;
and they have ears, but hear not thereby”.

And though the Truth is, of itself, distinguished from
falsehood—as the sun from the shadow of non-existence—yet
have a few laid claim to being, and have raised the standard
of oppression. They have not penned so much as a letter from
the ocean of knowledge, nor tasted a drop from the sea of
consummate wisdom; and yet they ascribe to these recluses
of the Egypt of unity that which they themselves deserve and
are fit for. The envious man is wrathful toward him who
hath no fault; but by the grace of the Lord their hands are
restrained, and the palm-tree of the All-Sufficing’s power is
raised exceeding high. God refuseth to suffer His light to be
quenched, though the idolaters abhor it. In this station the
Mathnavi speaketh well:

“O Diya’u’l-Haqq, Husamu’d-Din, both heart and soul, Before
whose presence heart and soul stand abashed; These pieces of
clay, in their envy, Seek to veil thy sun from sight.”

What can I say? The song of the nightingale is different from
that of the raven, and the cooing of the dove from the cawing
of the crow. Though I have no ensign but silence, and seek
no token but obscurity, all these meaningless utterances have
arisen. Alas! Should this Bird of Iraq warble melodies of the
Hijaz, and this divine Falcon adorn the gathering with holy
celestial tunes, and bring the intoxicated ones to their senses
through the song of the immortal birds, then would it become
evident how far these lost ones have strayed from the lofty
stations of divine knowledge. It seems they have no share of
the ocean of certitude, and have not reached the goal of reunion
which is the purpose of creation. O ears bereft of hearing! O
hearts devoid of understanding! God willing, through divine
grace and Muhammadan virtue, may we gather at the shore of
the sea of unity and partake of the wine of detachment, that
we may sever our hearts from all else and bind them to the
Friend.
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To: Muhammad Yi Bi

In the name of Him Who was the Self-Subsisting over all who
are in the earth and the heavens! Glorified art Thou, O my
God! This is Thy servant and the son of Thy servant, who hath
entered into the precincts of Thy sanctity and, laden with man-
ifold sins, hath hastened from every direction unto the court
of Thy gracious bounty. He desireth to drink from the chal-
ices of Thy mercy and seeketh the wonders of Thy grace which
Thou hast specially ordained for the Letters of Thy might and
the Words of Thy holiness, that he may become on earth a
reflection of Thy countenance, a mirror of Thy beauty, a guide
unto Thee, one turned toward Thee, and one who speaketh of
Thee, for in Thy hands is the kingdom of the heavens and earth.
Thou doest what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleas-
est. There is no God but Thee, the Mighty, the Inaccessible,
the Exalted.

Yet I have not attained that which I have sought until now.
Rather, whenever I sought shelter beneath the tree of Thy
Lordship, Thou didst drive me away by Thy power, and when-
ever I lay down upon the couch of Thy Divine Unity, Thou
didst awaken me by Thy might and then remove me by Thy
power, as if Thou hadst not created me in Thy dominion and
wouldst not recognize me in the realm of creation among Thy
servants. Whenever I desired to soar in the atmosphere of Thy
holy sovereignty, Thou didst burn my wings with the fire of
Thy dominion, then cast me down into a valley which none
can reckon save Thee, wherein I remained without count, ex-
tent, time, age, eternity, covenant, epoch, cycle, or revolution,
until Thou didst show mercy unto me thereafter, and didst
honor me and grant me two wings of moist red ruby in the
mystery of Thy Most Exalted Name.

Then after that, Thou didst cause me to ascend by Thy power
to the heavens of Thy Cause, yet Thou didst not grant me
time to reach them and didst bring me down and return me
to another valley. All this didst Thou do unto one than whom
none on earth knoweth Thee better, and none in the kingdom
loveth Thee more ardently. What then is the recompense of
him who turneth away from Thy presence, is heedless of Thy
countenance, and ascribeth partners to the sovereignty of Thy
oneness? Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! How
wondrous are the manifestations of Thy deeds toward me! How
mighty are the expressions of Thy handiwork concerning me!
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Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for all of this and the entirety
thereof, and unto Thee be thanks, O my Beloved, for all that
Thou hast sent down or wilt send down, hast willed or wilt
will, hast loved or wilt love.

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! This servant of Thine hath
come before Thee once again, with a tongue grown weary and
speech become burdensome. He knoweth not a single letter of
the wonders of Thy knowledge with which to remember Thee,
nor comprehendeth any mystery from the lines of the univer-
sality of Thy grace’s outpouring with which to describe Thee.
Yet, since he is as a seed from Thy holy land, he desireth that
Thou plant him by the hands of Thy bounty in the soil of Thy
Divine Unity, that he may yield the fruits of Thine eternity in
the cloud of Thy Lordship and put forth the leaves of Thy one-
ness in the atmosphere of the intimate fellowship of the heaven
of glory of the King of Thy bounty.

This is an infant who desireth to drink from the breast of Thy
grace the milk which Thou hast stored in the essence of the
camphor of Thy concealment. This is a fish that hopeth to
plunge into the depths of the seas of Thy glorious exaltation,
a dove that seeketh to perch upon the branches of the Lote-
Tree of Thy might, an ember that must be kindled from the
fire of Thy love, a star that is fit to shine in the heaven of the
generosity of Thy mercy, a thirsty one who hath come unto
the seas of Thy greatness, a lowly one who hath sought refuge
with Thee that Thou mightest admit him into the garden of
Thy might, an ailing one who desireth to drink from the rivers
of Thy healing, and an ignorant one who hath come before
the manifestations of the treasuries of Thy knowledge at the
dawning-places of Thy glory and the aspects of Thy holiness.

i For my heart will not be content with aught else, even wert

Thou to give it all that Thou hast numbered in Thy heaven and
earth, for from the wellspring of Thy riches hast Thou caused
me to spring forth, and from the seas of Thy generosity hast
Thou made me to flow, and from the mount of Thy greatness
hast Thou cleft me, and with the flames of the light of Thy
countenance hast Thou illumined me, and from the brands
of the fire of Thine eternity hast Thou made me to appear.
This is a station that no other station in Thy kingdom can
equal, a bounty that no other bounty in Thy realm can match,
and no matter in Thy lands can compare with it. Thou doest
what Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. None
can reverse Thy decree, none can alter Thy judgment, none
can prevent Thy doing, and none can oppose Thy command.
Verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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I beseech Thee, O God, O my God, at this moment, by Him
Whom Thou hast made a treasure for all created things, a
shelter for all existence, and a fortress for all who dwell in the
kingdoms of earth and heaven, to send down upon our hearts
the love of Thy loved ones and the affection of Thy chosen
ones, that we may become pure mirrors, holy crystals, and
luminous lamps, reflecting the wonders of the pure camphor of
Thy countenance and proclaiming the gleamings of the cloud
of might of Thy presence, that we may be as one servant and
one soul in the earth, all prostrating before the sovereign of
Thy majesty and submitting to the king of Thy beauty, for we
are all Thy servants and within Thy grasp. There is no God
but Thee, the Mighty, the Luminous, the Beloved.
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BHO01429

To: Ti Ri

In the name of our Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted!

Consider the mercy of thy Lord unto all who dwell in the world,
and how He hath clothed all existence with the raiment of
grace, that His mercy might precede all who are in the worlds.
Verily, they who answered not the Call of God and turned away
from the Beauty of the Most High, the Best-Beloved - these
have disbelieved in God and have lost their souls in this world
and in the next. Sufficient unto them is their remorse in having
deprived their souls of this grace.

Say: O people! This is of the grace which all who are in the
heavens and earth do seek, yet none have attained it save a
few sanctified souls. Thus do We ordain all things in the holy
Tablets from God, the Most High, according to a fixed decree.

Say: O people! Fear your Lord, the All-Compelling, and be ye
afraid of Him Whose might over the worlds is severe. Should
He seize you, none could deliver you, even if all who are on
earth were to gather to aid you - ye would find yourselves
without help.

5 Know then, O servant, that thy letter hath come before the Ser-

vant, and We have understood all that was contained therein,
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and have become aware of what was inscribed therein concern-
ing the trials that have befallen thee, and all that lay con-
cealed within the pavilion of thy heart. Whereupon We have
answered thee with this reply, that thou mayest read it at all
times and place it before thine eyes, that the vision of joy might
return to thee. This is of the promise that was promised in the
Mother Book, which God hath decreed for whomsoever He wil-
leth among His creation, and His promise hath ever been truly
fulfilled.

Grieve thou not over anything, neither be thou distressed by
poverty, for thou possessest that which nothing in the heavens
and earth can equal, and this is from a command that hath
been witnessed by thee and all creation. For in thy heart is
the love of God and His chosen ones, and this is of the treasure
that all in the kingdom collectively need. Nothing can compare
with it, nothing can equal it, nor can it be purchased with all
the treasuries of the heavens and earth. Thus do We acquaint
thee with what thou possessest, that thou mayest see thyself
enriched with the riches of thy Lord, and not be saddened in
the kingdom by the lack of gold. Rejoice then in thy spirit
and be gladdened in thy being, until rapture seizeth thee from
every direction and bringeth thee to a praiseworthy station of
holiness.

Say: O people! Know ye what God hath given you of His
grace, in that He hath deposited in the shells of your hearts
the pearls of His love, and honored you with that which is more
precious in His presence than red sulphur - this is what hath
been inscribed on the preserved Tablets of glory.

Say: O people! This is of the wealth that nothing created on
earth can equal, and this is of the truth that hath been known
to the worlds. For gold leadeth men astray and rendereth its
possessor the poorest of servants through the greed that God
causeth to overcome him, which hath no bound. Moreover,
this wealth impoverisheth him from all that hath worth before
God, for it occupieth him in the world to such an extent that
the remembrance of the Beloved is not mentioned in his heart.
Apart from this, it shall not endure on earth and shall perish in
less than a moment - this hath been witnessed by the worlds.

Therefore, it behooveth thee to abandon all this and trust in
God, thy Lord, that thou mayest be preserved in His shadow
from all that distracteth thee from Him. Then seek from Him
that which will enrich thee beyond gold and what exceedeth
it, that thou mayest soar in the highest concourse on wings of
ruby. For all that thou beholdest shall not endure, while that
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which is with God shall remain - this is of the matter that hath
been symbolized in the Tablets.

Hear My words and My counsel, and grieve not over what
hath passed thee by of the ornaments of the kingdom. Rather,
rejoice in the treasures that God hath made hidden in thy
heart. Then beseech God that He may make thee steadfast in
His love and in the love of those who call thee to God in the
evenings and mornings. When thou attainest unto this, know
that all things have been created for thee, and all that thou
knowest or knowest not is for thee and within thee, and hath
been created for thy sake.

Thus have We cast upon thee the mysteries of guidance, that
thou mayest follow the guidance of God and not turn back
upon thy heels. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those
who have ascended unto God and who have been raised in the
atmosphere of glory, and the Fire be upon those who have
disbelieved and turned away, and who have become like a van-
ishing shadow.
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To: Mim, in Ardistan

How can a tongue that calls upon other than Thee be worthy to
make mention of Thee, and how can a heart that hath turned
to any save Thee be fitting to become a mirror of Thy beauty
and be warmed by Thy love? How can an eye that hath beheld
aught except Thee and turned toward any direction but Thine
be capable of witnessing the wondrous handiwork of Thy cre-
ative Oneness or be honored by beholding the glory of Thine
eternal majesty? How can an ear that hath perceived the finite
words of Thy servants possibly hear the comprehensive verses
of Thy divine unity or the sweet melodies of the Dove of Thy re-
ality? How can feet that have walked in paths other than Thy
good-pleasure move in the arenas of Thy holiness and reunion?
And how can a body occupied with aught save Thee be worthy
to drink from the pure wine of Thy love, or find intimacy with
the pristine countenance of Thy divine sovereignty, or with
the beauty of Thy hidden divinity, or be submissive to Thy
Lordship, or prostrate before the face of Thy loving-kindness?
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O my God! After all this, I am ashamed of my deeds before
Thee and abashed at making mention of Thee. Yet since I know
that all this cometh from none other than Thee and from Thy
presence, my soul findeth rest and my being is calmed, for
Thou art the Doer of all things and the Omnipotent over all
things.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! How great is my bewilderment
at the wonders of Thy deeds and the marvels of Thy handi-
work! How wondrous is my perturbation at the manifestations
of Thy power and the expressions of Thy might! At times Thou
clothest the temple of lowliness and poverty with the mantle of
grandeur and raisest it to the heavens of Thy favor; at times
Thou strippest the garment of glory from the form of might
and majesty and returnest it to the source of Thy humiliation
and the mine of Thy poverty. At times by Thy will Thou caus-
est the essence of the most high to descend to the lowest dust,
and at times by Thy desire Thou raisest the pure essence of
the lowly to the most exalted throne. At one moment I witness
that Thou clothest the point of tyranny with the robe of the
glory of Thy justice and majesty, and at another I see that
Thou strippest the essence of justice of the garments of Thy
mercy and beauty and hidest it in the veils of tyranny, such
that it is known and described by naught else.

In all this Thou art powerful through the power of Thy
sovereignty and dominant through the all-encompassing
nature of Thy might and divinity. Thou art not to be
questioned about that which Thou art pleased to manifest,
nor art Thou to be prevented from whatsoever Thou desirest
to do, such that if Thou shouldst make glory the very essence
of abasement, who could prevent Thee, or if Thou shouldst
make the essence of remoteness the very substance of nearness,
who could forbid Thee? Nay, by Thy glory! The sovereignty
of Thy power hath ever flowed through the kingdom of Thy
creation, and the dominion of Thy might shall forever hold
sway in the empire of Thy realm and creatures.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! How can I make mention of
Thee with words with which children play and which the people
of contingent being utter? Nay, by Thy countenance! I love
not to be thus, nor do I wish to be such, even though Thou
shouldst manifest but a single letter thereof in the garment of
Thy wondrous glory and the vesture of Thy new and sublime
exaltation. By Thy glory! None would be able to utter a letter
thereof or make it an enduring proof from Thee, a complete
word from Thy presence, and an everlasting treasure greater
than the creation of the heavens and earth.
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Yet withal, I beseech Thee by the fire of Thy Being which hath
ever been concealed in the mystery of Thine Essence, and by
the ocean of Thy greatness which hath ever flowed in the reality
of Thy Being, to teach me from Thy holy tongue which Thou
hast sanctified from the hearing of Thy creation and hallowed
from the understanding of Thy servants, and to honor me with
the melodies of Thy rapture which none can hear, perceive, or
know, for were but a single note thereof to appear, all who are
in the heavens and on earth would be thunderstruck by the
strange nature of its tune and the wondrous character of its
pattern.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! I ask Thy forgiveness for what
hath flowed from my pen concerning its cause and decree. I
have not occupied myself with aught save Thee, for the essence
of Thy Being and the pure reality of Thy Spirit have been
engaged with the sweet-scented breezes of Thy holiness and
the raptures of Thy glory, yet I have left all this and occupied
myself with ink, as though I had turned away from love and
inclined toward that which profiteth me not before Thee, O
Thou in Whose hand is the kingdom of glory and grace. For
to turn to aught besides Thee is a sin unequaled by any other
sin and unpreceded by any error. Therefore forgive me and
pardon me, for Thou art the Most Merciful of the merciful and
the Most Generous of the generous.
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To: Darvish et al.

He is God. The Sun of Divine Beauty hath risen from the
Dayspring of the unseen realm of the Lord, and hath shed its
radiance upon all created things. Wherefore, blessed art thou,
if thou be illumined by its splendours.

He is God. The Lamp of God hath been kindled, that by its
light it may enkindle the candles of the hearts of men. Where-
fore, blessed art thou, if thou dost seek illumination from its
radiance.

He is God. The Tree of severance from all save God hath, in
this hallowed land, been planted by the hand of the Beloved,
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and hath cast its shade upon the Paradise of holiness. Where-
fore, blessed art thou, if thou art of them that abide beneath
its shadow, and of them that are nourished by its fruits.

He is God. The Burning Bush proclaimeth with the tongue of
“Verily, I am God!” Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou dost
hearken unto its melodies.

5 He is God. The Phoenix of holiness hath spread its shade over

all created things. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou dost
take shelter beneath its shadow.

O dervish! Sever thyself from the fleeting world, that thou
mayest wing thy flight unto the everlasting realm. Sever thyself
from the world, that God may cause thee to ascend, exalted,
unto the heaven of holiness.

O dervish! Pass beyond the hue and colouring of the world,
that thou mayest be adorned with the wondrous hue of the
Beloved. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou art of them that
act accordingly.

He is God, the Desired One. The incomparable Beauty of the
Lord of Glory hath dawned from the Dayspring of the unseen
and everlasting realm. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou dost
attain unto His presence and art of them that are honoured by
beholding His manifest and perspicuous Beauty.

He is God. The Divine Cupbearer proffereth the wine of the
Lord from the chalice of the All-Merciful. Wherefore, blessed
art thou, if thou art of them that drink of His wine.

O ‘Ali! Barter not the everlasting life for this mortal life, that
thou mayest ascend unto the heaven of nearness. Wherefore,
blessed art thou, if thou art of them that act accordingly.

He is God. With the wings of the spirit, soar unto the heaven
of the holiness of thy Lord; pass beyond the world, that in the
realm of the Beloved thou mayest enter the gate of the All-
Glorious. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou art of them that
hearken.

He is God. The fire of God hath been kindled upon the
Sinaitic Tree, and, communing with the Moses of the spirit,
proclaimeth: “Verily, I am God, thy Lord and the Lord of all
worlds.” Wherefore, blessed art thou, if with the ear of truth
thou dost hear its utterances, and with the eye of the fire thou
dost behold therein its flames.

He is God. The Nightingale of immortality, perched upon the
Tree of reunion, warbleth with the melodies of the Dove, saying:
“O people! This is the Most Great Beauty of God, Who hath
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dawned from this most luminous Dayspring and hath lifted the
veil from His most pure Countenance.” Wherefore, blessed art
thou, if thou art of them that have attained unto His Beauty.

He is God. Open thou the true eye, that thou mayest behold a
luminous and resplendent Beauty, and cry out with the tongue
of the inner mystery: “Blessed be God, the Best of Creators!”

5 O thou adorned with the ornament of reality! The Nightingale

of spiritual holiness singeth with the fairest of melodies, more
wondrous than every song. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou
art of them that hearken.

O ‘Alil Pass beyond the husk of contingent being, that thou
mayest set foot upon the throne of the Placeless.

7 He is God. The royal falcon of love hath appeared from the

horizon of Divine holiness, that by its wondrous strains it may
enrapture and bewilder all the birds.

He is God. The Peacock of Baha hath outspread its beauteous
plumes, that it may adorn the Paradise on high with its orna-
ment. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou art of them that,
with a radiant, luminous, and discerning eye, gaze upon His
majesty.

He is God. The bird of immortality hath passed beyond the
perishing nest of this world, and hath made its abode in the
everlasting nest of the Divine Dove.

He is God. This is the Rose of eternity, the unfading Rose, by
whose breaths the heavens on high and the earths below are
quickened and refreshed. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou
dost inhale its fragrances.

He is the Beloved. This is the Rose of eternity, whereby the
throne of the denizens of the Concourse on high, above the lofty
heavens, is perfumed. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou dost
hear its warblings.

He is God. With the inner ear hearken unto the sweet words
from this speaking Tongue, and stop thine ear against the
speech of all else besides Him.

He is God, the Beloved. This is the Rose of glory, whereby the
roses of the Paradise of the Cloud of Unknowing are perfumed
with wondrous fragrances. Wherefore, blessed art thou, if thou
dost inhale its breaths.

He is God. The divine Hoopoe hath appeared in splendour
from the horizon of the holiness of the All-Glorious. Wherefore,
blessed are ye, if ye behold its beauty.
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He is God. This is the Tree of holiness, which hath been
planted in the Sinai of the spirit, and proclaimeth: “There
is none other God but Him.” Wherefore, blessed is he who
heareth its warblings, then abideth beneath its shade, and par-
taketh of its fruits.
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To: Aqa Mirza Muhammad Hasan

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who hath brought
forth all created things from the treasury of Thine eternity, and
raised up all creatures from the ocean of Thy generosity and
bounty. Thou hast rolled up the cycles from eternity unto
eternity, and turned the ages from pre-existence unto everlast-
ingness, whereupon the seas of Thy mighty Will did surge, and
upon them sailed the ships of Thy desire, and upon them set-
tled the ark of Thy decree from the heaven of Thy providence.

Thereafter, Thou didst move the thread of pre-existence
through the garments of nothingness, and breathed the spirit
of life into the essence of sublime glory, that thereby the
countenance of Thy names might be revealed in the kingdom
of Thy attributes, and the beauty of Thy face might be made
manifest in the realm of Thy grandeur. Among these, Thou
didst single out one of Thy servants, clothing him in the
garment of Thy grace and the robe of Thy guidance, giving
him to drink from the water of Thy love and the Kawthar of
the manifestation of Thy good-pleasure. Thou didst nurture
him with the hands of Thy mercy and suckle him from
the breasts of Thy generosity until he grew mighty in the
sovereignty of Thy power and the dominion of Thy lordship.

Thou didst make him firm in his faith in Thee and in Thy signs,
a servant to Thy presence and a slave at Thy threshold. He
walked upon the earth according to what Thou hadst ordained
for him, and what Thou hadst decreed through Thy divine
sovereignty and godhood. That which Thou didst ordain for
him from the wonders of Thy power came to pass, and that
which Thou didst determine from the essence of Thy might
and the quintessence of Thy wisdom was fulfilled, until the
time which Thou hadst fixed in Thy Book, wherein falsehood
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cannot enter, nor can what is written therein be delayed by a
single hour or hastened forward.

Thereafter, when his appointed time was fulfilled and his days
were ended, Thou didst return him unto Thee as Thou hadst
brought him forth from Thee, concealing him in the treasuries
of Thy hidden knowledge and the repositories of Thy mystery.
All this proceeded solely from Thy consummate wisdom and
Thy perfect handiwork, from the hidden stores of Thy knowl-
edge and the jewels of Thy concealed mystery. Yet when the
understanding of this became veiled behind the curtains of Thy
jealousy and the pavilions of Thy grandeur, Thy servants were
troubled and Thy bondsmen were grieved - though by Thy
glory, they would not grieve over any aspect of Thy descend-
ing decrees or occurring affairs.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! I beseech Thee at this moment,
by Him Whom Thou hast made the heaven of Thy Will and
the earth of Thy Purpose, the sun of Thy decree and the moon
of Thy determination, to send down patience into the hearts
of His loved ones and Thy loved ones, for none shall be found
among His loved ones save through the revelation of the sun of
Thy love and the manifestation of the moon of Thy affection.
Then strip from the frame of his father and mother the gar-
ments of sorrow and the robes of grief, for this Thou lovest in
the kingdom of Thy most exalted might, the pavilion of Thy
most glorious majesty, and the paradise of Thy most holy sanc-
tity. Then clothe them in the purest vestures of Thy bounty
and the most protective veils of Thy joy. Verily, Thou art
the Giver of whatsoever Thou willest in whatsoever way Thou
pleasest, and Thou art the Mighty, the Wise.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! T adjure Thee at this moment
by Thy Word through which the mystery of Thy Self was es-
tablished upon the throne of Thy sovereignty, and the Essence
of Thy Being upon the seat of Thy grandeur, that Thou ex-
tinguish not the lamp which Thou hast kindled with the light
of Thine eternity, nor still the dove which Thou hast caused
to soar by the essence of Thy rapture and the quintessence
of Thy yearning. Then grant tranquility, O my God, to Thy
servant who burneth with love for Thy beauty, who crieth out
in secret with longing to meet Thee, who waileth in his heart
seeking reunion with Thee, who weepeth from the intensity of
his passionate desire for Thee and the overwhelming force of
his yearning for Thee. Though in the very midst of attain-
ment, he seeketh reunion with Thee; though at the very height
of nearness, he is consumed by the fire of Thy love. There have
descended upon him drops of a grief that cannot be quenched
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and waves of anguish that shall never cease, such that the mys-
tery of Thine eternity, the garments of Thy lordship, and the
essence of Thy divinity have been saddened thereby. His drink
in these days is from the tears of his eyes, and his food in the
nights is from the sighs of his heart and the blood of his soul.

Therefore, O my God, send down into his heart a tranquility
from Thy presence and a patience from Thy court, that he
might find rest upon the throne of Thy strengthening and the
seat of Thy composure, lest he be disturbed by what befalleth
him from the hidden aspects of Thy Cause and the manifest
tokens of Thy wisdom. For in Thy hands is the kingdom of
the heavens, in Thy right hand is the empire of radiance, and
in Thy grasp is the realm of destiny. Verily, Thou art the
Bestower, the Omnipotent, the Exalted, the Mighty, the Pow-
erful.
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To: Qanitih, in Isfahan

O Dawning Place that hath shone forth from the lights of the
morn of oneness and that telleth of the radiance of the horizon
of eternity! I bear witness that I have read and understood
what the dove of thy love warbled upon the twigs of the Sadrih
of thy heart, and have perceived and reckoned what the bird of
thy longing stirred upon the branches of the tree of thy inner
heart. I have heard its melodies of nearness and its songs of
reunion.

Well is it with thee, O Essence of the Cloud of Unknowing,
in that thou hast been patient in the Cause of God and hast
fulfilled thy covenant, and hast not been heedless of the re-
membrance of thy Lord in the hidden recesses of thy mystery
and the pavilions of thy spirit. There hath befallen thee in
the paths of thy Lord such tribulation and hardship as none
knoweth save God alone. Yet with all this thou hast remained
patient, content and well-pleased, to such extent that thou hast
sacrificed thy self, thy spirit and thy body when thou didst de-
tach thyself from all who are in the heavens and the earth, and
didst journey for the sake of God and migrate with His servant
and she who was treasured in the essences of the spirit of the
Cloud and concealed in the heart of Baha.
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Thou hast striven in the path of God until thou didst arrive
in the Holy Land, the right hand of the Spirit, the Valley of
Grandeur, the spot of Sinai, Paran of Light, Horeb of the Mani-
festation, and didst hear the call of the Almighty from a branch
of the fire, that He is God, the Powerful, the Supreme, the
Compelling. Thou didst attain at the time when the earth of
the divine Essence was split asunder and the heaven of Oneness
was cleft and the mountains of Eternality were crushed and the
cords of knowledge were severed and the sun of the Cloud was
darkened and the moon of glory was eclipsed and the spirits of
the abstracted ones ceased to be and the sanctified souls fled
away. Thou didst witness all this and perceive it all, yet thou
didst not turn aside from God thy Lord in any matter nor for-
get Him in anything, as though thou hadst turned with all thy
being to God and turned away entirely from all else, and relied
upon God in thy beginning and end and in thy public and pri-
vate affairs. Therefore praise God Who thus created thee and
fashioned thee and made thee to be among the well-pleased
ones.

As for what thou hast complained of regarding My love for
thee, know that thy love for Me is the essence of My love for
thee, such that there is between them neither connection nor
separation. Be certain and assured of this and doubt it not,
and be not of the despairing ones.

And as for what thou hast mentioned regarding the mention of
what thou didst mention, pay no heed to it nor to those who
claim it. For by God, I love all the servants who have believed
in God and migrated in His path and striven in His Cause
and ascended to the center of eternity in the pole of the Cloud
until they entered the sanctuary of the divine Essence and the
house of Oneness. By thy life, My longing for them and My
yearning for them is like the longing of the spirit for the light
and the taste of the unseen for manifestation - nay, even more
than that. And likewise I have detached Myself from these
who follow the desires of their souls and are not conscious in
any matter, and whose only concern in this world is to put
themselves before God’s servants and to sit in the chief seats
of gatherings and to boast and make claims about that which
they neither know nor understand.

i Say: Woe unto you! By what proof have ye believed in God

and by what aspect have ye turned away from Him and by what
evidence have ye gathered against this Servant, who, if ye were
to traverse the regions of the world from East to West, ye would
never find a servant more humble before God and more lowly
unto himself? Yet with all this ye were not ashamed before
God and the Manifestations of His Cause, and ye did unto
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Him what ye did and brought upon Him what ye brought, and
ye violated your covenant and broke your pledge and denied
Him in Whom ye had believed and turned away from Him with
Whom ye had migrated. Say unto them: Repent unto God and
return from that wherein ye fell short, for the kingdom of the
world and its pleasures are passing and have no permanence,
while that which is with God endureth; and this is better for
you, did ye but know.
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He is the Most Exalted, the All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I find myself now in the vicinity
of Thy great mercy, beneath the shadow of Thy Most Exalted
Name, and seated before the kindled lamp of Thy grace within
the niche of Thy bounty. I discover in my heart such rapture
from the ardor of union with Thee and longing to meet Thee
that I find no patience in separation from Thee nor composure
in attaining Thee. It is as though I know not what I desire of
Thee - if I seek union through the wonders of Thy favors, I wit-
ness that in union with Thee my cries are raised and my voice
is lifted up; and if I show patience in separation from Thee, I
witness that in Thy remoteness my spirit departs and my soul
finds no rest ever. Thou witnesseth, O my Beloved, that in
both conditions my heart is agitated, my body perturbed, and
my frame thunderstruck. Therefore grant me that which Thou
hast sanctified above these two conditions, O Thou in Whose
hand is the dominion of the worlds.

I know not, O my Beloved, whence appeared this supreme
rapture and this most glorious attraction - it seems to have
emerged from all directions, though it was sanctified above
all allusions. Yet withal I find myself veiled from nearness
to the pavilions of the might of Thy sovereignty, my spirit
forbidden from entering the tabernacle of Thy Oneness, and my
heart deprived of soaring in the atmosphere of Thy Singleness.
How long, O my God, wilt Thou not rend asunder the veils of
knowledge from the eyes of Thy creation, and how long wilt
Thou not burn away the curtains of separation from the hearts
of Thy creatures - after Thou knowest my poverty and I know
Thy wealth, Thou seest my abasement and I see Thy glory,
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and I know that Thou art the Powerful over all things through
Thy power and sovereignty?

Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my God! If Thou takest not
the hands of the drowning, who then is the deliverer of the
yearning ones? And if Thou hast no mercy upon Thy helpless
servants, who then is the helper of the destitute? By Thy glory,
O my Beloved, I know not by what thing I may draw near unto
Thee, nor by what name I may approach the lights of Thy
beauty. Whenever I contemplate mentioning Thee through
the words of Thy unity in the heaven of Thy oneness, that
perchance through the cord of its nobility I might draw near
to Thee until I attain what I desire from Thee, I witness that
the Essence of unity in its pristine nature and loftiness weeps
at separation from Thee and cries out in remoteness from Thee,
and that the Reality of oneness roars in the desert of longing
for Thee and cries aloud in the wilderness in its distance from
the divine realm of Thy reunion and attainment. And I witness
that all essences are thunderstruck before the dawning of the
manifestation of Thy lights, and all attributes are consumed
by the fire of Thy might and power. Yet withal, how can I
cling to any of that or hold fast to any such matter?

Therefore I beseech Thee, O my God, that Thou make me
sanctified above all that is known and said, and all that is un-
derstood through words, until I know Thy Self through Thy
Self, and behold Thy beauty through Thine own vision, and
Thy majesty through Thine own sight. Verily Thou art pow-
erful over all that, and supreme over whatsoever Thou willest
through Thy authority. Thou art indeed the Most Exalted,
the All-Knowing, the Powerful, the Wise.

Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my God! When I find myself
in that hour detached from all else but Thee and turned away
from all save Thee, I seek intercession with Thee through the
Manifestations of Thy sovereignty, by whom the horizons were
filled with the lights of longing and through whom the suns of
glory dawned from the direction of Iraq, that Thou cause those
who have believed in Thee and Thy signs to be detached from
all who are in the heavens and on earth, in such wise that they
occupy themselves with naught but Thy remembrance, turn
to none but Thy Name, and direct themselves to none but the
ways of Thy good-pleasure - until they all hasten with their
hearts to the arenas of Thy nearness and the gardens of Thy
reunion. Then gather them, O my Lord, in the paradise of
Thy love and the city of Thy affection. Then erase from their
hearts the signs of difference and from their souls the tokens
of variation, in such wise that they may remember Thee with
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one tongue and worship Thee in one form, and become as one
soul and one spirit. Verily, Thou art over that powerful and
mighty.
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To: Aga Muhammad Rida Nahhas, in Nazareth

He is God, the Ever-Living, the Most Exalted!

Move, O servant, this radiant Pen across this lustrous, snow-
white Tablet, that it may recount that which the Spirit war-
bleth in thy heart of the melodies of the Divine Essence in this
wondrous Paradise, upon this Tree of Eternity, that thereby
may rejoice those honored servants in whom hath been planted
the divine Tree, and upon whom hath shone the Sun of eternity,
the heavenly Light, and the Ancient Manifestation. Through
them have gushed forth the springs of divinity, and the Lote-
Tree of concealment hath put forth leaves, and the camphor-
like leaf hath yielded fruit. Through them hath the Essence of
divinity been established upon the throne of eternity, and the
Dove hath warbled in the sanctified Temple, and the lights of
morn have dawned from the Sun of the Divine Essence in glori-
fied form. Through them have all created things appeared and
unto them do they return; through them have all contingent
beings emerged and unto them do they revert. Through them
hath the temple of evanescence donned the robe of immortal-
ity, and the essence of poverty been clothed in the raiment of
wealth, and the epitome of lowliness in the vesture of glory.

Glorified art Thou, O my God! T know not by what means I
should commemorate Thee at this moment - whether by that
which speaketh within my breast, or by that which Thou in-
spirest in my heart, or by mentioning how Thou hast fulfilled
Thy covenant concerning me and Thy servants, as Thou didst
promise aforetime in Thy perspicuous Book and Thy estab-
lished verses. Thou didst say - and Thy word is the sweetest,
and Thy promise is the truth in the most exalted Kingdom -
“God will make each of sufficient means.” I testify at this mo-
ment before Thee that Thou hast fulfilled all that Thou didst
promise, and performed all that Thou didst ordain, and accom-
plished all that Thou didst clarify, such that Thou hast made
all things repositories of Thy riches and treasuries of Thy boun-
ties, in that Thou hast acquainted them with the pathways of
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Thy Cause, the ways of Thy commandments, the gems of Thy
wisdom, the essence of Thy knowledge, and the meanings of
Thy verses. Thou hast unveiled Thy countenance from behind
the veils of glory, that all might witness the lights of Beauty in
the temple of Thy remembrance, in the vesture of Thy might,
in the essence of Thy knowledge, in the treasury of Thy rev-
elation, in the mine of Thy Cause, and in the repository of
Thy light, whereby Thou hast made them independent of all
else, sufficient beyond all else, and free from all that is in the
heavens and earth, such that all servants seek Thy nearness
and Thy presence, to circle round the Kaaba of Thy Being and
to enter the sanctuary of Thy presence.

Yet, by Thy glory, I have not known separation from Thee
that I should seek nearness and reunion with Thee, nor have I
witnessed separation from Thee that I should desire union and
meeting with Thee. What then can be my thought of Thee, O
my God, and what can be the concern of Thy servants toward
Thee, O my Beloved, for Thou art established above all things
and abiding over all things?

5 I beseech Thee, therefore, by the Sun of Thine eternity and the

holy lights of Thy divine Lordship’s might, to make these ones
among the signs of Thy sovereign might, the fruits of the tree
of Thy oneness, and the leaves of the Lote-Tree of Thy Being.
Then kindle, O my God, within their hearts the lamp of Thy
love, the niche of Thy favor, and the light of Thy providence,
that their very hearts may be consumed with longing for Thy
meeting, with love for reunion with Thee, and with desire to
gaze upon Thy beauty, for no station in all creation is greater
than this. May the breezes of holiness move them from the
left hand of limitation to the right hand of unity, that they
may be enabled to ascend unto the highest horizon beyond
the pavilions of glory in the Kingdom of light and the realm
of eternity, in the most great garden near the Most Exalted
Vesture in the Most High Temple.

Then establish them, O my God, in the station for which Thou
didst create them through themselves. Then clothe them in
the robes of Thy guidance and the vesture which Thou hast
woven with the hands of Thy power and the fingers of Thy
might. Then inscribe, O my God, upon the tablets of their
hearts with the Pen of accomplishment that which behooveth
the people of divine decree. Verily, Thou doest what Thou
willest, and Thou art, in truth, powerful over all things.
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To: Karim

In the Name of our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

Consider the mention of thy Lord’s mercy unto His servant
in this Tablet. This is a Book that speaketh the truth and
maketh mention of the tidings of eternity, and therein have
been ordained the measures of all things which were inscribed
in the Mother Book.

O servant! Bear thou witness within thyself that there is none
other God but Him. He hath created creation through His
bounty and grace, and hath sent the Messengers that they
might summon mankind unto the shore of holiness and cause
them to enter pavilions which were raised through God’s power
behind the canopy of the Spirit. Then did He send down the
Books and ordain therein the laws, and set forth therein the
pathways of truth - all this from His grace which hath ever
preceded all creation - that all might traverse the paths of
guidance and hasten unto the eternal paradise and occupy a
seat of holiness well-pleasing unto Him.

Say: O people! Follow not those who have denied God and His
signs, and who, when the verses of their Lord are recited unto
them, bow their heads and turn upon their heels, mocking God
and His Manifestations, remaining veiled behind the veils of
their own selves. These are they upon whose hearts God hath
set veils of fire, and upon whose eyes He hath placed coverings
of unbelief, and upon whose hearts He hath cast barriers which
were created through God’s irresistible power.

Say: O people! By God, this servant hath counseled you in
this Tablet, as in all that We have previously uttered. There-
fore take ye counsel and be not of them who have deprived
themselves of the bounty of this Day. All that ye do and
perform and say shall pass away, and ye shall return unto an
abode which hath been inscribed by the fingers of holiness upon
tablets of ruby. And ye shall find all your deeds recorded in
a Book from which not so much as a grain of mustard seed
can escape - this being among the decrees which God hath
ordained.
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; Know thou that We have read thy letter and have answered

thee aforetime with an answer at which the hearts of the mys-
tics would marvel if gathered together. And now do We an-
swer thee with this response, that thou mayest know Our love
for thee and be of them who, by God’s leave, are made to
pause upon the path of love at the scene of eternity. Then con-
vey unto the people the words of thy Lord and remind them
of a station which hath been outspread before God, that all
might hasten with their hearts unto the shore of the Spirit and
through their love render victorious the Cause of God, that
they might be made triumphant through God’s assistance in
the land of divine knowledge. This is the word of truth, and
after truth there is naught save error which hath been kindled
in the hearts of the calumniators.

Know thou further that they who have uttered in thy land
what they have uttered - this proceeded only from their lying
tongues. We have sought no helper save God, and to this do
bear witness the angels nigh unto Him in chambers of praised
glory. Convey the word unto them that have believed, then
teach them of that victory which is well-pleasing in God’s sight
- namely, their severance from all who dwell on earth and from
all that can be witnessed in the realm. This is God’s victory,
and through it the breezes of love waft over all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Thus do We impart unto thee that from
which mankind hath been debarred.

Say: O concourse of earth! Aid ye God through your hearts
and deeds, that God may aid you in an atmosphere wherein
the breaths of the Spirit have been wafted. Know ye that
God’s victory is your own victory over self, whereby ye become
distinguished from all else in the realm through that which
proceedeth from you - this being a victory which hath been set
forth in detail in the Tablet. Thereby doth tranquility descend
upon you from His grace, and ye attain unto a mercy which
hath been sent down from the clouds of holiness. And upon
thee and upon them who circle round the Lamp, soaring on
wings of victory, be glory.
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It has been ordained for you to fast for God for three consecu-
tive days, and at noon each day to turn toward the Qiblih in
the presence of the Light of Identity and supplicate God with
these verses, that He may through His bounty forgive you and
expiate your evil deeds and guide you to the straight path:

In the Name of God, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Compelling!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who created the
heavens through the Pen of Thy creation and the earth through
the breaths of the Tablets of Thy invention, and formed be-
tween them from the formations of Thy Identity according to
the measures of Thy eternal craftsmanship, and turned upon
them from the cycles of Thy Lordship that which Thou didst
specially ordain for them from the essences of the manifesta-
tions of the might of Thy sovereignty. Thou didst send the
winds of love from the right hand of Thy will and cause the
rains of providence to descend from the clouds of the bounty
of Thy generosity, and didst mix this living, life-giving sweet
water with this holy, luminous earth. Then were the hearts of
all existent things stirred within the vestures of Thy creation,
and the bones of all created things were quickened by the won-
ders of Thy power, and the hearts of them that are nigh unto
Thee were bewildered by the essences of Thy grace, and the
minds of the sincere were attracted by the melodies of Thy
rapture. Then did the signs of Thy power appear in all things
according to their ranks and capacities, that the corrupt might
be distinguished from the good in their turning toward Thee
or away from Thee. Thus did sanctified souls turn toward the
Sun of Thy Beauty while darkened hearts turned away from
the Kaaba of Thy Being and the sanctuary of Thy grandeur.

Thereafter didst Thou cause this water to descend from the
heaven of Thy leave upon the earth of Thy decree, and didst
nurture it in the treasuries of Thy protection and the repos-
itories of Thy power, until through Thy bounty Thou didst
manifest me and through Thy mercy raise me up, and didst
nourish me from the milk of Thy generosity and feed me from
the blessings of Thy good-pleasure and give me to drink from
the rivers of Thy favors and the seas of Thy glory. And I grew
to maturity for the manifestation of Thy power and the revela-
tion of Thy might. Then didst Thou raise me to the clouds of
the heaven and the Lote-Tree of the uttermost boundary, until
Thou didst honor me with Thy beauty and cause me to know
the Manifestation of Thy Self and the Sun of Thy guidance
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and the stars of Thy exaltation, and didst bring me to the sta-
tion of nearness and beauty and cause me to attain unto the
degrees of union and majesty. Thereafter didst Thou honor
me with Thy supreme bounty and settle me in the precincts of
Thy most exalted mercy and shelter me beneath the shadow
of Thy most beautiful names.

Yet in all this was I heedless of Thy remembrance and far
removed from the gardens of Thy nearness and forgetful of
the wonders of Thy tenderness and the essences of Thy loving-
kindness, until I did what I did and earned what I earned,
such that I transgressed against Thee in a manner whereby
I showed no shame in Thy presence and no embarrassment
before Thy beauty, and committed that which befitteth not
Thy sovereignty, and grew heedless of Thy love and occupied
myself with that which Thou hadst forbidden to Thy servants.
Alas for me and for those who are like me and who walk in my
path! It is as though I disobeyed Thee with every disobedience,
O Thou in Whose hand is the dominion of forgiveness and
pardon! In all this was I occupied with myself and heedless
of Thy Self, turning toward my own desires and turning away
from Thy desire and will, until I reached a station wherein I
went astray from the paths of Thy guidance and the ways of
Thy commandments.

Then, O my God, did I return from all this unto Thee, disap-
pointed, in loss, remorseful and abased, and I beseech Thee by
the Sun of Thy Oneness and the Light of Thy Eternity and
the Pavilion of the glory of Thy concealment, that Thou show
mercy unto me and forgive me and pardon me and take me
not to task for that which Thou hast reckoned from me and
that which Thou hast witnessed of my deeds. Verily Thou art
the Merciful, the Forgiving, the Bountiful, the Exalted, the
Mighty, the Compassionate.
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To: Muhammad

He is the Mighty. This is a Book which speaks with truth and
reminds the people in days wherein clouds of grief have risen
sorrowfully and rained upon all created things from showers of
intense anguish, whereby tears of sorrow flowed from the eyes
of those near unto God, and this was grievous unto Us.

O friends of God! By God, I desired naught for you save that
which is better for you than all who dwell in the realm of
creation. Say: O concourse of the beloved! Hearken unto the
call of this Bird Who warbles in the heart of existence, and
grieve Him not on a day wherein sorrows have encompassed
Him from all directions - and God is witness to what I say.

And ye know what hath befallen Me from the embodiments of
tyrannical wickedness. By God, at such time the eyes of the
denizens of the Realm of Eternity weep over what hath befallen
this Servant, Who turned wholly unto God and paid no heed
to anyone, nor hearkened to the words of any soul, and was
wholly detached from all else but Him.

Do ye not witness how the oppressors among the people have
gathered against Us and drawn the swords of hatred against
Us every morn and eve? They have risen up to wage war
against Us and rejoice in what befalleth Us of this matter which
hath caused the hearts of the mystics to be consumed, and the
embodiments of existence weep in chambers of crimson ruby,
and the dwellers of earth and heaven cry out, and then the
celestial beings of might and power in most exalted sanctuaries
of holiness.

Therefore, O My loved ones, be not content that after this there
should descend from you upon Us that which would consume
Our hearts and grieve Our souls and cause tears to flow upon
radiant and luminous cheeks. By God, We love you more than
ye love Us, and all who dwell within the canopies of a mighty
Name bear witness to this. Therefore dwell in your hearts and
be not disturbed by what God hath ordained for Us in a mighty
Book, and be content with what God hath been pleased with
for Us and decreed for Us, and be at all times purely submissive
to God’s command. Thus do We counsel you in truth - follow
My bidding for the sake of the love that existeth between Me
and you, and touch Me not with the sorrow of your grief, for
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I love not the sorrow of any one of you, and this is with Me
greater than all greatness.

And thou, O Muhammad, remember Me after Me and be not
frightened in this terror which hath encompassed all the worlds.
Be patient in the Cause of thy Lord and be not disturbed
within thyself, and trust in God in this darksome night which
hath encompassed all existence both small and great. Fear God
and be not a cause of My burning anguish after thou knowest
that I am seated at the heart of tribulations and trials - and
God sufficeth as a witness and knower between Me and you.

Therefore have mercy upon Me, O My loved ones, and hearken
unto My words at a time when, if I turn to the right, I hear
the lamentations of the mystics with voices of manifest grief,
and when I turn to the left, I perceive the inner turmoil of the
hearts of the lovers like water that boileth in an iron pot. By
God, I have forgotten all matters, for the Beloved is unable
to hear the cry of the lovers every morn and eve. Thus do
We counsel thee that thou mayest hear My words and be firm
in My love, that I may find rest from this sorrow which hath
encompassed Me from your lamentations and be at peace from
thee.

Opru;\é.u;w,;”,\o}_;\
Le ¥

G Vs s 355 42 L ol S
o oy Al Lol il 630 1
JJ‘JGUK%;ML}W&’M‘%; S
oo O Ll ol Jlll Vs
éﬁ@ﬁyjm&:“ﬁjw‘:{
W s 3 L 0871 3L sl am
:‘-’eﬁ@.;@wﬁ-‘i\smg}fjf‘;
lede

Gl G 45 1) Sl L G b
S (oW g el cdl BN il 13
Jis STyl Ll A) s gl 1315 U 0~
Bl e 58 G M @l Kl s
T R B O
SIS 5 Lo 5 55 8 G o %o
o G 0K S el Sl
o bl @l A s e gl

Vo¥ 1 fue o 057 5 Some®

INBAT71:072

BHO02023

To: Mulla Muhammad Zarandi (Nabil-i-Azam)

He is God, Who has been wise in all things. The inscribed leaf
was witnessed and the celestial melody was heard in the realm
of might.

Praise be to Him Who has elevated you to the heaven of His
love and settled you upon the earth of His affection and made
you hear His wondrous melodies and made you one of the be-
lievers in His verses and those assured of His Book and those
who drink from the cups of His bounty and those who gaze
upon the garments of His countenance and those who are con-
tent with His decree and those who are patient in His tribula-
tion and those who hasten to His good-pleasure and those who
ascend to His holy precincts and those who rise to the carpet
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of His intimacy and Who has purified you from indication of
aught else.

Now, when you have drunk of the sweet water of grace from
the hands of bounty, say: Glory be to Thee, O my God! I
call upon Thee with every tongue and I beseech Thee with
every utterance and I remember Thee with every heart and
I thank Thee with every mouth and I prostrate before Thee
with every face and I behold Thee with every eye and I love
Thee with every inmost heart and with every cup I drink from
the seas of the graces of the heaven of Thy generosity and
with every chalice I am given to drink from the rivers of the
outpourings of the might of Thy bounty and with every wing
I fly to the heavens of the throne of Thy grandeur and with
every feather I soar in the splendors of the might of Thy mercy
that I may be intoxicated at the warbling of the dove of the
Sovereign of Thy majesty and enraptured at the manifestation
of the dawning of the Sun of Thy beauty and bewildered in the
mysteries of the divine realm from the glances of the eyes of the
might of Thy oneness and as nothing upon the throne of the
Kingdom at the burning brands of the most luminous glory of
Thy attraction that I may be wholly detached unto Thee and
beseeching of Thee and clinging to the holy manifestations of
Thy Self-Sufficiency and entreating the aspects of intimacy of
Thy Oneness.

Then teach me, O my God, a letter from the repositories of
Thy knowledge and the treasuries of Thy Revelation and the
dawning-places of Thy Command and the daysprings of Thy
wisdom that I may remember Thee upon the throne of the
cloud with the melodies of the sanctified ones and thank Thee
with knowledge upon the seat of glory with the myriads of the
purified ones and praise Thee upon the most glorious throne
with the songs of those who glorify Thee. For Thou, O my
God, hast ordained no glory except in the knowledge of Thy
Book and no light except in the recognition of Thy verses.

5 So glory be to Thee, glory be to Thee! We are all poor be-

fore Thee and servants unto Thee and we know nothing except
what Thou teachest us from the wonders of Thy grace and the
effulgences of Thy generosity, for in Thy hand is the kingdom
of all things and we all bow down before Thee and hope in Thy
mercy.

And I beseech Thee, O God, my God, by the one whom
Thou hast raised to the heavens of Thine eternity and seated
upon the throne of grandeur in the station of Thy sovereignty
and distinguished among the servants at the dawning-places
of Thy Command and the conditions of the holiness of Thy
Self-Sufficiency and the signs of intimacy of Thy Oneness
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and the intimations of the manifestations of the light of Thy
Self-Subsistence and the beginnings of the splendors of the
lines of the cloud of the appearance of Thine Essence, that
Thou unite Thy servants as Thou hast united Thy letters and
create love in the mysteries of their hearts through Thy power
as Thou hast created it among their conditions through Thy
might. Then kindle in their hearts the fire of Thy knowledge
and the splendor of the light of the sun of Thy oneness, for
in Thy hand is the kingdom of the dominion of the heavens
and the earth and Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou
willest.
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To: Habib

1 In the Name of our Lord, the Most High!

O beloved! Days have passed and We have not received from
thee the sweet fragrance of faithfulness. Hast thou forgotten
Him Who, if thou forgettest Him, will never forget thee, and if
thou leavest Him, will never leave thee, and if thou art heedless
of Him, will never be heedless of thee? We have heard that
sorrow hath encompassed thee in these days, and by thy sorrow
We have been saddened, and by what hath befallen thee We
have been afflicted with adversity and tribulation.

3 But O beloved! The Herald of eternity now bringeth thee glad
tidings from the garment of faithfulness and cometh unto thee
with this verdant Tablet. Arise from thy place, then walk upon
the earth seven steps, and in each step traverse one of the
books: In the first, enter into the sea of search and seek God,
thy Lord, in thy inner being and heart. In the second, enter
into the sea of love and remember God, thy Lord, in the rap-
tures of thy longing and the dominions of thy taste. In the
third, walk in the paths of detachment - that is, detach thyself
from thy desires and follow thy Master. In the fourth, enter
into the depths of the seas of oneness and the ocean of divine
unity. In that station, place thy face upon the dust before the
Lord of Lords and sanctify thy soul and spirit from all com-
ing and going, that thy heart may be purified from all causes
in the realms of creation. In the fifth, ascend to the heaven of
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wonderment that thou mayest taste sweet fruits in this holy at-
mosphere and become bewildered at the power of thy Beloved
and the sovereignty of thy Creator, and say as did the King
of existence and the Goal: “Lord, increase my astonishment
in Thee!” In the sixth, soar with the wings of submission and
contentment to the city of the cloud of unknowing that thou
mayest enter the wilderness of extinction, to be extinguished
in that station from thine existence and abide through thy Cre-
ator. In the seventh, thou shalt arrive at the sea of eternal life
where extinction shall never overtake thee and thou shalt find
thy countenance abiding in the shadow of the Countenance of
God, the Eternal.

1 Then wilt thou inhale the fragrance of glorification from the
right hand of the All-Merciful, that thy breast may not be
straitened by whatsoever befalleth thee in this mortal life and
transient dominion. And when thou hast traversed these jour-
neys in secret without outward display, cast this garment upon
thine hidden sight that the eye of thy heart may be opened. For
by God, O My beloved, if thou attainest unto this station thou
wilt discover wondrous worlds and witness lofty gardens and
exalted paradise and transcendent heavens, and wilt know the
mysteries of the journey of spirits in an ever-holy atmosphere
and an ever-lasting heaven of glory, and thy spirit shall rejoice
to such degree that the signs of joy and ecstasy shall appear
in all the pillars of the world. Thereafter, sorrow shall never
overtake thee nor shall gloom touch thee, and thou shalt abide
in the paradise of holiness among those who rejoice.

5 Know thou moreover that thou hast with God a mighty station
and an exalted rank. Isolate not thyself from the servants but
gather them unto God’s Cause and remind them of His days.
Put thy trust in God in all matters and He will suffice thee
against all things and protect thee from the hosts of Satan and
cause thee to enter the eternal paradise, wherein thou shalt
be among those who rejoice. Convey My greetings unto those
who follow thee in the Cause of thy Lord, then call them to a
straight path.
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He is the Mighty, the All-Knowing! This is a book from this
lowly one who calls all unto God, the Mighty, the Praiseworthy,
to him who hath believed in God and then was guided by the
light through which all in the heavens and earth were illumined.

O servant! Thy letter hath come before Us and before reading
it We have answered thee and learned of the trials and hard-
ships that have befallen thee and the poverty and want that
have seized thee. Know thou that all this is a bounty from
God unto thee if thou be of the patient ones, for whatsoever
descendeth from the Beloved is beloved in truth, and naught
befalleth anyone save by His leave. This indeed is the truth,
the certain truth.

And whatsoever trials and tribulations, decrees and afflictions
descend upon the loved ones, whether secretly or openly, are
better for them than all that thou dost witness and see in
the kingdom of the worlds, for God is more merciful to all
things than they are to themselves, and naught descendeth
upon anyone except what is better for him than the kingdom
of the first and the last. His bounty hath preceded all things
and His mercy hath encompassed all who are in the heavens
and the earth. There is no God but Him, the Merciful, the
Compassionate.

Rejoice in thy soul at what hath descended upon thee from
God, the Mighty, the Beautiful. Be not dismayed in thyself
nor frightened in thy heart, but be patient in the Cause of thy
Lord, then persevere, for the end belongeth to those who are
patient. For the world and all that causeth thee sorrow shall
pass away, while thou shalt abide among the concourse of the
near ones and ascend to the atmosphere of holiness and take
shelter in the shadow of the Face of God, the Sanctified, the
Luminous, if thou followest His guidance and hearkenest to
what We have imparted unto thee and detachest thyself from
those who walk in darkness and follow their own selves and
move beneath their desires like a shadow beneath a tree.

This is what We impart unto thee in truth that thou mayest
be of those who rejoice, such that no sorrow shall seize thee
even though all sorrows should descend upon thee from God,
the Powerful, the Mighty, the Omnipotent.

; Say: O people! By God, this is a Book which sufficeth the

people if they follow it and draweth them nigh unto the shore
of the Divine Essence and causeth them to reach the pavilion
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of glory, the station whereon shone forth the lights of grandeur
from One exalted and magnificent, He through Whose name
passeth the appointed time of the Names through Muhammad,
and this indeed is the Light whereby were illumined the hearts
of them that have professed His unity.

Say: O people! Follow ye the guidance of God and follow not
your desires. This indeed is guidance and a remembrance for
all the worlds. And were all who are on earth to read this
luminous Tablet or were it to be recited unto the East and the
West, by God, they would all turn unto God and hasten to the
paradise of holiness near the mercy of God, the Supreme, the
Mighty, the Ancient of Days.

Then whoso willeth, let him accept what We have imparted in
truth, and whoso willeth, let him turn away. Verily my Lord
is independent of all the worlds. He will cause them to pass
away and bring another creation, then impart unto them that
from which ye were veiled. This indeed is one of the mysteries
of destiny which burneth and riseth high behind the veils of
decree, if thou be of those who perceive.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who are enkindled
with the fire of love at all times. Praise be to God, the Lord
of the worlds.
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To: Ahmad Mu’allim, in Hisar

In the Name of Ahmad, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Self-
Subsisting

This is a wondrous remembrance from the servant to him who
hath believed in God and was numbered among the guided
ones in the Tablets of the Spirit, that He may cause thee to
hear the melodies of Paradise and teach thee from the wisdom
which God hath treasured in the vaults of knowledge, and bring
thee to a station which God hath placed above the pavilions of
oneness, and nourish thee with the fruits that have appeared
from the Tree of eternity. Thus hath grace been witnessed from
the horizon of the Cause.

Say: O people! This is the servant of God Who summoneth
you unto God and guideth you to the paths of guidance, and
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imparteth unto you mysteries that were forbidden to the peo-
ples of the world, and causeth the breezes of life to waft upon
you, and sendeth forth the fragrant breaths of the All-Merciful
from the City which God hath sanctified beyond all knowledge
and which hath been veiled from the eyes of the mystics.

Say: O people! Fear ye God and the Manifestations of His
Cause, and let not the world and its ornaments occupy you,
for these shall pass away and are accounted before God as
but numbered days. Raise your heads from the couches of
heedlessness, then detach yourselves from all earthly things,
and be not like those who forgot God and cast the words of
God behind their backs, and were recorded in the Book of the
righteous by the name of transgressors.

These are they upon whose hearts God hath set a seal of fire
and upon whose eyes He hath placed a veil of heedlessness,
such that they turned away from His beauty in His days and
were deprived of the breezes of this Paradise. They occupied
themselves with ornate speech as though they had never heard
the divine melodies and had not attained unto the mercy that
wafted over the bodies of the sinners. Thus doth God seize
those who disbelieved and turned away, and forgiveth those
who believed and turned towards Him, and will raise them to
the station of nearness and cause them to dwell in the proximity
of an extended mercy.

Say: O people! Fear God and follow not your desires, then
return unto God and follow Him Who calleth you to the truth
and inspireth you with the word of righteousness, and aideth
you with the hosts of the unseen, and connecteth you to the
seats of beloved holiness, and bestoweth upon you everlasting
life, and giveth you to drink of the perpetual wine of life, and
desireth from you neither recompense nor thanks.

Say: Those who have claimed that these words were not re-
vealed according to pure nature are overcome by their envy, as
though they recognized not the holy melodies and tasted not
the fruits of Paradise. God hath caused them to be gathered
in human form from the clay of beetles. Say: Thus spoke those
who disbelieved, uttering words like unto your words, and God
seized them for their sins and imprisoned them in the coffin of
fire within their own unbelief.

Say: Woe unto you for what your hands have wrought and
what your lips have uttered! The Spirit of Oneness beareth
witness that all this is truth from God, and the eye of time
hath never seen the like of what hath been sent down from His
presence. To this testifieth all who are in the heavens and the
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earth, except those in whose hearts thou findest rancor towards
God. Say: Die in your rancor! God will assuredly assist this
Cause through the angels of the highest heaven and will raise it
to a station that the hands of the hypocrites shall never reach,
and this is irrevocably binding upon Him.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who worship God
in thy land and who stand before Him upon the path of love.
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To: Haji Muhammad
He is the Ever-Living, the Mighty, the Exalted, the Beloved el Al 5l ;A

How excellent, O my God, is the warbling of David in the
garden of the Psalms through the melodies of the dove of at-
traction during the visitation of Thy countenance! O what
joy, that the fire of Thy oneness was kindled in the essence of
Thine eternity! O what bliss, that the spirit of attraction was
breathed into the reality of Thy Self-Subsistence!

O God, my God! Be Thou not far from me, for tribulation
upon tribulation hath gathered about me. O God, my God!
Leave me not to myself, for the extreme of adversity hath come
upon me. Out of the pure milk, drawn from the breasts of Thy
loving-kindness, give me to drink, for my thirst hath utterly
consumed me. Beneath the shadow of the wings of Thy mercy
shelter me, for all mine adversaries with one consent have fallen
upon me. Keep me near to the throne of Thy majesty, face to
face with the revelation of the signs of Thy glory, for wretched-
ness hath grievously touched me. With the fruits of the Tree of
Thine Eternity nourish me, for uttermost weakness hath over-
taken me. From the cups of joy, proffered by the hands of Thy
tender mercies, feed me, for manifold sorrows have laid mighty
hold upon me. With the broidered robe of Thine omnipotent
sovereignty attire me, for poverty hath altogether despoiled me.
Lulled by the cooing of the Dove of Thine Eternity, suffer me
to sleep, for woes at their blackest have befallen me. Before
the throne of Thy oneness, amid the blaze of the beauty of Thy
countenance, cause me to abide, for fear and trembling have
violently crushed me. Beneath the ocean of Thy forgiveness,
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faced with the restlessness of the leviathan of glory, immerse
me, for my sins have utterly doomed me.

Glory be to Thee! Glory be to Thee! How extreme is my evil
plight! How great is the trembling of my heart! How intense is
the burning of my being and the fire of my reality in the layers
of my inmost self! I beseech Thee by Thy Word through which
the throne of Thy mercy was set in motion, and the dove of
Thy rapture warbled, and the souls of the detached ones cried
out at the appearance of the sun of Thy loving-kindness, that
Thou cut me off from all else but Thee, lest the sun of Thine
eternity set from the cave of Thy oneness, and the lamp of
Thine everlastingness be extinguished from the house of Thy
Self-Subsistence. Yet this would not be a wonder among the
signs of Thy power. Sufficient art Thou Thyself as a witness
to what I say.

Therefore, bless the stars of the heavens of Thine eternity, and
the leaves of the tree of Thy reality, and the breezes of the
expanse of Thy Self-Subsistence, and the letters of the book of
Thine everlastingness, and the words of the tablets of Thy cre-
ation, and the suns of the dawning-places of Thy vitality, and
the moons of the rising-points of Thy essence, and the light-
ning of the clouds of Thy might, and the roses of the garden of
Thine eternity, and the lights of the manifestation of the light
of Thy countenance, and the shooting stars against the devils
of Thy community, by all Thy modes and manifestations and
beginnings and endings and strength and power, for in Thy
hand is the kingdom of command and Thou art powerful over
all things.

; How can I mention, O my God, what hath touched me from

the wonders of Thy overwhelming power and the brilliance of
Thy might? Was I not a dove of Thy house, or an ant in
the valley of Thy oneness, or a gnat from the desert of Thy
Self-Subsistence, or a mosquito from the wilderness of Thine
eternity? By Thy glory! My bones have dried up and my
pillars have crumbled. If Thou forgivest me, verily Thou art
the best of those who show mercy, and if Thou chastisest me,
verily Thou art the All-Forgiving, the All-Merciful.

And at that time, when I was prevented from the power of
touch by what was decreed in the tablets of invincible glory,
my soul departed from all directions lest it cause something
Thou lovest not and I become one of the seditious. Thereby
was I made an outcast in all lands and cast out among the
servants, such that none could be found more grief-stricken
than I in all the worlds. And I say: Praise be to Thee, for
Thou art the Lord of all the worlds, and I call upon Thee with
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the cry of the distressed ones. Glory be to Thee! Glory be to
Thee! above what the sincere ones say.
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PM#145x INBA33:022x, INBA33:079bx, INBA30:117.09x,
INBA92:035, BRL__DA#544, PMP#145x,
AHM.052x, TZH4.143ax, AQMJ1.013x,
ADH1.041, OOL.B159.1
BHO02134

To: Ismullah-i-Ba

In the Name of our Lord, the Most High, the Most Exalted O
My beloved! I have known what hath befallen thee and what
hath been decreed for thy countenance, and have heard the se-
cret melodies and spiritual lamentations behind the pavilions
of thy heart, and am apprised of what hath descended upon
thee and come to pass with thee, and have reckoned thy pa-
tience in God and thy tranquility in Him and thy steadfastness
in His Cause.

Know thou that whatsoever hath been decreed for thee was
only that thou mightest follow the friends of God in that which
was ordained for them as the immutable practice of God - in
the hardships and afflictions that touched them and that which
none can reckon save God alone. And all this befell them only
because of their detachment from the world and its ornaments
and embellishments.

Know thou, furthermore, that were the world to possess any
worth in the sight of God, He would not have surrendered it
to its people, nor would His chosen ones have cast themselves
into the hands of the wicked, to do with them as they pleased
and visit upon them whatsoever they desired. Thus recognize
thou the station of tribulation in the path of thy Lord.

By God! Were the veil to be lifted from the face of this Cause,
thou wouldst witness the arrow of destiny and the spear of
divine decree to be dearer in the sight of God than the here-
after and all that was before it, for through this the essence
of detachment and the lights of creation appear, and spirits
ascend to the canopy of eternity and the Divine Lote-Tree in
the highest Paradise.
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And thou, know thou the worth of that which God hath
graciously bestowed upon thee and granted thee through His
bounty, in that He caused to shine upon thee the lights of
the morn of oneness and the wondrous manifestations of the
dawn from the divine horizon, and exalted thee until thou
didst walk upon the air and attain to that station wherein
thou didst drink from the chalices of certitude and discover
the essence of inner meanings in the garden of utterance, the
pole of Paradise, and didst soar on two wings of love to the
uttermost degrees of nearness and didst hear the glad-tidings
of reunion from the realm of might and holiness, as if thou
didst perceive the melodies of the Divine Essence from the
Eternal Dove, whereby thou wert immersed in the lights of
beauty and freed from the veils of glory, and didst arrive at
the seats of spirit and rapture and attainment.

By thy life! Wert thou to don this shirt that hath been woven
from the iron of words and the steel of allusions, thou wouldst
be independent of all who are in the heavens and on earth,
and of all that appeareth from the hearts of created things
and the minds of abstract realities, and it would preserve thee
from the darts of doubts and arrows of idle fancies, and from
every tribulation and affliction, and from all that appeareth in
the kingdom of creation and the realm below. Thus doth He
preserve whom He willeth through His power, and verily He
hath power over all things.

Therefore clothe with the silk of glorification whomsoever thou
willest, then gather them unto the Cause, then inhale from this
shirt the fragrance of attraction that it may draw thee to the
precincts of holiness from the Lord of lords, that thou mayest
be numbered among the people of the spirit in the Concourse
of Manifestation, with glory mentioned, from the letter “H”
after the letter “B.”
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To: Ismullah-i-Sin

O Name of God Sin! He is God, the Ever-Living, the All-
Powerful, the Self-Subsisting! O Word of Love! I loved thee
before there was a “before,” ere the heavens were created, or
the earth inhabited, or the mountains raised up, or the rivers
flowed, or the trees planted, or the fruits appeared.

And Adam was in the clay of love between the water and the
light, and the spirits were walking in the air, and the holy
temples were coursing through the heaven, and the souls were
bewildered in the cloud, and this divine Youth was mounted
upon the white cloud within the shadows of Beauty in the
hiding-place of Glory, and in His hand was a pillar of light
upon the temple of the Spirit.

And He passed by thee like lightning flashing from the clouds
- nay, faster than that - while thou wert standing in the land
of symbols, at Horeb of the Command, Mount Paran, Sinai of
the limits, Seir of existence. When I passed by thee, I removed
the veil from My face; thereupon the heavens and earth shone
forth. And thou didst know Me after I had known thee, and
thou didst witness Me after I had witnessed thee.

Then thou didst call to Me in the secret of thy heart and sought
guidance from Me. Thereupon I took thy hand and raised thee
to a station where thou didst hear the melodies of the birds
moving in the unseen cloud beyond the pavilions of eternity
at the axis of the sea of grandeur, the ocean of majesty. And
I brought thee into the fortress of God, the Ever-Living, the
Ancient King, after thou hadst believed in God, the Exalted,
the Great.

Were it not for Him, we would not have known the paths of
guidance, and were it not for Him, we would not have reached
this divine and goodly City. Therefore we thank God for
what He hath given us through His bounty and honored us
through His favor. Verily, He is the King, the Mighty, the
All-Bestowing.

; And after this, I have read what was sent from thee and un-

derstood what thou didst indicate in thy words, and I have
answered thee now with the most excellent composition possi-
ble, that the birds of love may stir in thy breast and the cockrel
of divine identity may move in thy heart, and bring thee to a

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

B A1 3K L O el il A B s
Cae by d 3 Y Gl 8 e S
ALl iy Loy 2,1 o by Sl
bos SV o by SV o b
LBV @ gl

BT CANPA RA SFN I
Slo s b G obile A0 K,
Slgmte sy sl o Sl il
Sl e, 08 AV s 4 T G
PRSP I I S P R P
C}w)\ Kor Jo o5 558 oy OF

Jerw‘yj;‘é-'l\ G Sk g2
G sty el Sy U5 e gl
LU der LY LY )
S oy Wb osm gl ele spud) b
Syl 3 21131 gy o gl cinS
Gl s e b 355 5 025V

Ko Loy

w w
»

Bl Gr il ¢ KB e G sl
S s plan ) Seoniyl 5 Sy s
cls Tl et G Sl [l ol
SR WCRIRP N I ST JC N
S @) e 3 sy LS

il 0l el (gl e 3

thajbo\f}];%\.\&\yu/boy);
Lod 4l a8 T30 a1 2ol agal) oda )
S b &l y wlal Lo§T) g 0552 bllael

Slsdl Al

ey She e di b OlF B e
e Sl 3 S o ad 02 L
b S Y G S b el
S G K T s Shde G
05 o s o) sl plae ) Sl

84



\V]

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863)

BH02187

station where thou wilt not be able to remain still in thy love
or patient in thy station, and thou wilt be a wayfarer unto God
in thy inmost self and an emigrant unto Him in thy being, that
thou mayest reach the ultimate goal in the heaven of radiance
and be among those who dwell therein.

And as for what thou didst write and mention regarding the
loved ones who have believed in God and His signs, We have
heard their mention and their call, and We have known their
condition. Therefore clothe them, both men and women, in
silken garments from the pure substance of “God is Most
Great,” and give them glad tidings of the light of God, the
Pre-existent, the Ever-Living, the Ancient. Verily, He will
reward them with the most excellent reward and will assist
them with the light as He willeth. Verily, He is, in truth,
powerful over all things.

And as for what thou didst write regarding the transgression
of the servants and their rebellion against the bounds of God
and their turning away from what was ordained in the Book,
write for them a tract on the laws and send it to them, that
they may remember and not transgress the bounds of God.

And the light be upon thee and with thee and for thee and
from thee and upon those who follow thee in the Cause of thy
Lord, which was sent down from the “H” after the “B.”
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Praise be unto God Who hath laid, within the cradle of sorrow,
the mystery of faithfulness, and hath caused me to warble won-
drous melodies upon the boughs of the Tree of Tuba. He hath
given me utterance in verses of attraction before the counte-
nance of Baha, that all may know that He is the Well-Beloved
in earth and heaven, and that He encompasseth all things.

And praise be unto God Who hath hidden me, clothed in gar-
ments of light, upon the Mount of radiance; Who hath hon-
oured me from the horizon of Tur in the kingdom of cloud;
Who hath drawn me by the calls of attraction in the land of
creation, that all may be assured that He is the Friend in the
realm of names, and that He is the Reckoner of all things.

And praise be unto God Who hath brought me forth from that
land through the revelation of His most great loving-kindness;
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Who hath graced me among the servants with ornaments of
splendour; Who hath delivered me from that house through
the dawning of the clouds, that all may bear witness that He
is my Lord in the inmost recesses of the mystery of eternity,
and that He is Witness over all things.

O letter of Fa’, and its glorious countenance, and its kingdomly
attraction! Hearken unto My call, if thou art of them that hear.

Know thou that I have borne witness to that which thou hast
adorned in the Book, if thou art of them that testify. I have
caused to distil upon thee, from the innermost mysteries of
faithfulness, upon the former scrolls, if thou art of the believers.

Give thanks unto thy Lord — there is none other God but He
— if thou art of the thankful. Be patient under that which
hath been poured out upon thee from the surging billows of
the ocean of decree, if thou art of the steadfast. Conceal thy
countenance from the gaze of the idolaters, if thou art of them
that veil. Guard thou the Cause from every side, that sedition
may not arise, if thou art of them that preserve. Prostrate
thyself before the countenance of thy Lord — there is none
other God but He — if thou art of them that worship. Verily,
the light of thy Lord hath filled the pillars of all things, if thou
art of them that are sanctified.

He it is Who bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth through
His bounty; and He is the Giver of attractions. He is the
Truth; there is none other God but He; and He is the Bestower
of melodies. Glorified be He Who draweth the hearts of the
chosen by strains and harmonies!

Do thou remember, every day, and say:

O God! Verily Thou art the King of kings. Have mercy upon
him who is possessed, the Sovereign of deliverance, the Re-
mover of doubts, the Guide of Thy servants in the paths of right
conduct. In Thy hand is the rein of the ships: Thou drawest
nigh whomsoever Thou willest, and Thou removest afar whom-
soever Thou willest; Thou joinest whomsoever Thou pleasest,
and Thou separatest whomsoever Thou pleasest; Thou exal-
test whomsoever Thou desirest, and Thou abasest whomsoever
Thou desirest. In Thy hand is the Kingdom of the dominion
of all things, and Thou art powerful to do whatsoever Thou
willest.

O Lord! Send down Thy blessings upon the steadfast, the
vigilant, the preservers.
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To: Ahmad known as Baba, in Yaghma

It is known that this servant has always been embarrassed
before you, and never has anything worthy materialized that
would allow me to manifest my inner love through outward ex-
pressions. Today a cloak became available and was sent with
a thousand thousand regrets - until later what God wills. God
willing, may you adorn your noble form with this dark gar-
ment. The water of life, if in darkness, is more beloved, as
it has been and is, so that the neighbor knows not and the
table-companion understands not, and the envious one is at
peace and the envied one remains concealed. As for the rest,
you must strongly urge his honor Mirza Muhammad Hadi -
may God illumine his countenance - to remain preserved from
the attributes and tongue of those people, meaning his speech
should remain preserved from the accent [of Beg] and others,
and in writing and knowledge they should certainly strive.
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To: Husayn Nahri (Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

In the Name of the Lord, the Mighty, the Powerful! This is a
Book from the Tree of the Spirit unto him who hath believed in
God, then was guided, and heard the Call of God from beyond
the Crimson Sea at the Furthermost Lote-Tree.

O servant! Rejoice within thyself at what We have announced
unto thee in truth in the dwellings of piety, and determine
therein what none in the kingdom hath witnessed nor seen.
Thou shalt witness what God hath promised thee in the Gar-
den of Refuge, and find therein what no hearts of the possessors
of understanding can know.

Say: O people! Deprive not yourselves of that which is good
for you from the kingdom of the hereafter and of the former
time. Know ye the value of these days, then hasten to the
station wherein hath appeared the Most Great Sign of God
from the light of God, the Most High, the Most Exalted.
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Say: By God! This indeed is the Supreme Prospect which hath
been described in all the Tablets and in what was revealed unto
Abraham and Moses. And this verily is the good which none
have understood save those possessed of insight who, when
they heard the Call of God, responded with their words “Yeal!”
These are they upon whom are blessings from their Lord and
who are among the followers of guidance.

Therefore look thou upon thy station in what God showed thee
in thy sleep from the stories of former times, that thou mayest
know what We have unveiled for thee from the mysteries of
eternity that lay concealed beneath the veils of destiny - that
which was hidden and concealed.

Say: Verily He possesseth a vision that seeketh, and before
Him walketh the light of Oneness which kindleth and shineth,
whereby are guided those who dwell in the most exalted par-
adise, and whereby go astray those who dwell in the sanctuary.
And this is what was inscribed in the scrolls of the Spirit at
the Furthermost Tree, and this is what the Most Exalted Pen
and the Spirit have set down.

And peace be upon thee and upon those who have soared in the
atmosphere of nearness, then were guided. And fire be upon
him who denied God, then was wretched and turned away from
the path of justice, then transgressed and was among those who
went astray and erred.

O beloved! Announce unto the servants of God the Most Ex-
alted Word of God which the Spirit hath revealed once again
and which the Mighty in Command hath sent forth from the
heaven of power, that He may teach you the ways of Paradise
and guide you to the pavilions of the Most Glorious.

Say: Verily it hath shone forth from the horizon of dawn like
the sun in the midst of morning, that it may draw you nigh
unto God and be a remembrance for you. Therefore hearken
unto what is revealed unto thee from what hath been inscribed
of the divine decrees upon tablets of ruby by the Most Sweet
Fingers, that it may deliver thee from the ornaments of the
kingdom and attract thee to the stations of the Spirit in the
most faithful homeland.

Well is it with him who hath heard the Word and submitted
to the Word of God, and his eyes overflow with tears; then
he hearkeneth and his heart is set ablaze with the fire of love,
then doth it surge.
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And this is what the Pen of the servant hath inscribed in this
eternal and most glorious Tablet which God hath named with
the letter “S” after “H” in the Kingdom of Names. And peace
be upon thee and upon him who hath attained the presence of
the Day that cometh with truth, wherein the All-Merciful is
established upon the throne.

AV Vs G By Lo ls
G oWl dw gl il ol ol eV
3 e o s Sk CJW)U T o K
G de o 6 gL Gl

Yoy (sl

INBA51:581, LHKM3.045

BHO02293

To: Rahim brother of one who ascended

O brother of the late Rahim! He is the Most Exalted, the Most
High!

This is a letter from this servant to him who hath been guided
by the lights of guidance and who hath taken fast hold of the
protection of God, the King, the Supreme, the Mighty, the
Powerful, the Self-Subsisting, that the breezes of love may waft
over the gardens of his heart and draw him nigh unto the holy
paradise of the Beloved. Say: O people! Arise to establish
the Cause of God and follow not your desires if ye be them
that move within the shadow of the Cause. Fear ye God, then
shun the grievous sins and desist from that which ye have been
forbidden. Fear ye God and tread not the paths of vain hopes
if ye be them that walk in the ways of holiness.

Say: O people! Be not divided regarding the verses of God
which have been sent down unto you in truth, but hold fast
unto the cord of God - and this is of His cord - if ye would
ponder within yourselves. He it is Who hath caused the sun
to shine through His power and the moon to beam with His
light and hath made the rivers to flow as a bounty from His
presence, that ye may gaze upon the signs of God’s mercy and
be grateful unto Him at all times, then place your trust in
Him in all affairs. Thus do We expound the verses unto you
and remind you of the truth that ye may draw nigh unto the
precincts of nearness.

Say: O people! This one is a servant of God and His attendant
in the kingdom who desireth naught save your betterment, as
honored servants bear witness. Therefore arise from the couch
of heedlessness and aid him with your hearts, your souls, your
spirits, your bodies and with all that hath been ordained for
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you, if ye wish to be of them that render aid. And if ye aid
him not, know then that He will aid His own Self through His
Being and will raise up His Cause through the truth - and this
is a matter which all the worlds are powerless to comprehend.

5 Say: O people! Consider the generations of the past and what

befell them, though they were mightier than you in strength,

greater than you in glory, and more exalted than you in station.

All of them went to their places and were buried with their
deeds and returned to dust as they began the first time - and
this is the evident truth. And ye shall return unto them and
shall be questioned concerning what your hands have wrought
and what your ears have heard and your eyes have beheld,
and all that ye did in the vain life. This hath been inscribed
in truth upon the preserved tablets of glory. Therefore fear
ye God, then return regarding that wherein ye were remiss,
then take counsel from what We have counseled you, that ye
may attain unto what God hath desired for you. And glory
be upon you and upon them who have been illumined by the
lights of the countenance and were among those who entered
the precincts of glory. 152

i God willing, move forward in all matters relying upon God and

admit no sorrow to yourself. They have ascended to stations
that no description can approach. In this case you must be
joyful and carry out those things which after their ascension
bring joy to their spirit. And peace be upon whoever followeth
guidance. The messenger arrived.
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He is the Living, the Beloved Onel!

Thou knowest, O my God, that my heart hath melted, my
liver hath boiled, my spirit hath cried out, my inner being
hath groaned, the candle of my self hath been exposed, the
lamp of my oneness hath departed, the light of my essence
hath wailed, and the radiance of my being hath called out
“Where, where art Thou, O Forgiver of sins, O Shelter of the
fearful, O Physician of the hearts of them that long for Thee!”

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

» ol A

'\QLS‘A‘{)U\J‘»GLQQLL}\LF”
)v"lﬂé“\’éﬂjwlﬂ‘”u’})}ujb
;w\)xgb\cﬂ,wb,\s@\cﬁ
sl 8 "QGL‘M "JL"\’LS'-")”‘:{ Lo
by ) LV Ly el L ol o
cpball ol b

90


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v051/?page=402
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/b/LH3/lh3-36.html

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863)

BH02491

Glory be unto Thee, O my God! Why dost Thou not take
my spirit, after I desire not to remain in this realm for a single
day? And why dost Thou not seize my inner being, after I love
not to exist less than a moment, and after Thou hast ordained
no one to be a companion unto this servant? If this be the
recompense for my misdeeds, where then are the wonders of
Thy mercy? And if all this be the fruit of my sins, where are
the effulgences of Thy tenderness and the manifestations of
Thy forgiveness?

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! Doth it befit One
like Thee, the Lord, to banish Baha, or doth it beseem One
like Thee, the All-Powerful, to reject faithfulness? No, by Thy
presence! Thou art in truth the Forgiver, and we are all repen-
tant unto Thee. Thou art the Bestower through grace, and we
all return unto Thee.

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee, O my God, my
Beloved, my Master, and my Radiance! How can I remember
Thee with a weary tongue, an ailing body, an abject frame, a
grieving heart, and a slain soul, after Thou hast banished me
from all directions? And how can I not remember Thee after
Thou hast taught me the ways of verses? Whenever I desire
to remember Thee with the sovereignty of Thy remembrance,
Thou makest known unto me in that very moment that Thou
didst remember me before my remembrance of Thee. And
whenever I turn toward the King of Thy description, Thou
remindest me that Thou didst describe me before my descrip-
tion of Thee. And this is truth like unto Thy very existence,
wherein there is no doubt.

i By Thy glory, O my God! Were it not for Thy lordship remem-

bering me, I would not exist to remember Thee. And were it
not for the light of Thy description, I would not remain visible
to describe Thee. Glory be unto Thee, O my God! If these
attributes be not the very essence of Thy description, how then
can they ascend unto the heavens of Thine eternity? And if
these remembrances be not a mystery of Thy remembrance,
how then can they mount unto the lights of Thy unity?

Glory be unto Thee! Glory be unto Thee! None hath known
Thee save Thee, and none hath described Thee save Thee.
When I became certain of this and knew this, then did I re-
member Thee with the sovereignty of Thy remembrance, and
describe Thee with the dominion of Thy description, and sanc-
tify Thee with the modes of Thy sanctity, and glorify Thee
with the wonders of Thy intimacy, and I say: Glory be unto
Thee! I am surely among the penitent, for how can one who
findeth but a letter of Thy creation know the countenance of
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Thine eternity or describe the face of Thy unity? Glory be unto
Thee! I am surely among them that seek forgiveness. And I
say: All praise be unto Thee, for He is the Most Merciful of
the merciful ones.
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He is the Ever-Living, the All-Forgiving, the Most Exalted, the
Mighty, the Bountiful!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy servant who turned
away from him who turned away from Thee, who denied Thy
signs, who turned his back upon Thy beauty, who was heed-
less of Thy remembrance, who associated partners with Thy
countenance, who occupied himself with other than Thee, who
turned away from Thy Self and Thy will, and who turned to
the desires of his own self and his own will, until he ascended to
the heaven of heedlessness and forgetfulness, and rose in his de-
nial to a station which none among the people of infidelity and
rebellion could ever attain, such that the matter became con-
fused to those who believed in Thee and in Thy mighty signs
and who turned toward the fields of nearness in the pavilion
of eternity.

And when Thou didst reckon their deeds and what their hands
had wrought, the oceans of Thy mercy and the wonders of Thy
bountiful grace were stirred, whereby Thou didst remove the
veil from their faces that they might know the paths of guid-
ance from perdition and felicity from error, that they might per-
ceive Thy Cause and ascend to the heaven of Thy oneness and
follow Thee in the temple of Thy eternity, that Thou might-
est bring forth Thy servants from darkness into light and give
them glad-tidings through Thy signs and guide them to the
beauty of Thy holiness.

Then, when the sun of Thy loving-kindness and the splendors
of the lights of Thy merciful grace shone forth, and the decree of
execution by the sovereign of Thy judgment became manifest,
some among them gained insight into what Thou hadst taught
them of the ways of Thy Cause and the paths of Thy good-
pleasure, including this one who hath returned unto Thee and
taken refuge in the sanctuary of Thy guidance and come before
the law of Thy forgiveness and turned toward the garden of
Thy holy loving-kindness and held fast to the cords of Thine
eternity and clung to the hem of Thy pardon and grace.
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And verily, O my God, I know naught save what I have read in
his letter and discovered of the secrets contained therein, and
recognized from the hidden things of his heart, as though I
heard the cry of his heart and the lamentation of his innermost
being and the anxiety of his soul and the agitation of his self
and the sorrow of his spirit, whereby I grieved at his grief
and trembled at his agitation and wept with the eyes of my
inner being for what befell him in Thy days. Therefore did the
heavens and all that is therein, and the earth and all that is
thereon, weep. For Thou, O my God, knowest better than I
whether in his heart there was love for Thy beauty and passion
for Thy Being and yearning for Thine Essence.

Therefore forgive him, then have mercy upon him, then conceal
his sins and errors from first to last, then pardon him and turn
unto him in forgiveness, then clothe him with the garments of
Thy bounty and the robe of Thy forgiveness and the shirt of
Thy pardon, then raise him to a station wherein he may circle
round Thy Being and visit the sanctuary of Thy grandeur and
circumambulate the house of Thy beauty. Verily, Thou art
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To: The one known by the name of Sultan

He is »

O thou who art journeying to the pavilion of the Bayan, as-
cending to the Kingdom of certitude, dwelling in the paradise
of good-pleasure, and known by the name of the Sultan! Bear
thou witness that We have desired for thee and those around
thee naught except that ye should detach yourselves unto God,
ascend unto Him and put your trust in Him, in such wise that
the veils of limitations prevent you not from beholding the
lights of the morn from the dayspring of the Divine Unity,
that worldly affairs occupy you not from entering the sanctu-
ary of the Divine Essence, and that allusions hinder you not
from reaching the ocean of Names and Attributes.

Nevertheless, days have passed and We have heard from none of
the loved ones of any ascent to the throne of eternity, nor have
We perceived from them any fragrance of faithfulness from the
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breezes wafting from the garment of grandeur. Therefore have
I taken up the Pen to mention unto them that which will turn
them to the right hand of eternity and sanctify them from
whatsoever of the conditions of nothingness hath encompassed
them.

Hear thou My words, then mention unto them that whereon
the decree of divine destiny hath been pronounced in this white
scroll, then recite unto them what this Nightingale of the Di-
vine Cloud hath warbled in the atmosphere of this heaven,
that they may ascend through their love, detach themselves
from their own selves, and turn to their seats and ascents in
what God hath ordained for them and upon them. Perchance
they will be attracted by this melody whereby were attracted
the spirits of the near ones among the dwellers of the paradise
of the most high, and will journey from the worlds of fancy to
the sanctuaries of holiness, and will migrate from the abodes of
limitations to the treasuries of eternity, that they may arrive
at the stream of nearness and attainment and alight upon the
shore of the sea of attraction and beauty.

5 And thou, remind them of what We have cast upon thee, then

clothe them with the silk of glorification from Us, and remind
them of the days of God in Our days. Then know thou that
We command them at this time to follow thee in thy word
concerning the matter of the garden and other things, and not
to oppose thee in anything. Then remove ye the differences
between them and gather ye together upon a single matter,
such that ye may soar in a single heaven and walk upon a
single earth and sit upon a single carpet and eat of a single
bounty until their spirits and their light and their bodies and
their forms become a single spirit and a single thing, and no
separation appeareth between them save in what God hath
ordained in the Book.

This is God’s decree in what hath been sent down from His
presence, and it is not for Us to change a single letter thereof.
Verily there is no God but Him, we are all His servants and all
are fearful of His awe. And peace be upon thee.
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To: Harf-i-Hi et al.

In the name of Him Who is the Self-Subsisting, the Most Holy,
the Ever-Living, the Most Exalted!

O my God and my Beloved! I know not with what tongue
to raise the banners of Thy remembrance and unfurl the stan-
dards of Thy glory, for I behold my being and all that was
ordained and created therein as naught before a single sign of
the signs of Thy sovereign might, and as non-existent before
a glimmer of the lights of the fire of Thine eternity. If I seal
the gates of remembrance upon my heart, by Thy glory, it is
instantly set aflame by the fire of Thy love which Thou hast
deposited in my inmost being. And if I open the gates of praise
upon my heart, I fear lest the pen wrest the reins of restraint
from my hand and flow with that which Thy loved ones cannot
bear and Thy chosen ones cannot sustain, whereupon discord
would arise among them and hatred appear in their midst, such
that they would disperse from around Thee and oppose Thy
servant.

Praise be unto Thee, O my God, for having sprinkled upon
my heart the outpourings of servitude unto Thee and the man-
ifestations of attraction to Thy service, to such extent that
were there to appear unto me from the Manifestations of Thy
holy Lordship and the Daysprings of Thy glorious Divinity that
which would delight my being, my self would find no rest nor
my reality any tranquility nor my identity any peace except
that I enter beneath Thy shadow and repose in Thy presence,
and worship Thee in my love for Thee, and seek Thee as Thou
deservest while being heedless of all else besides Thee. For the
Beloved is he who loveth Thee, and the Intended One he who
intendeth Thee, and the Worshipped One he who worshippeth
Thee, and the Praised One he who turneth unto Thee, and the
deprived one he who turneth away from Thee, and the rejected
one he who is occupied with other than Thee, and the outcast
he who departeth from Thy shadow and dwelleth not in Thy
presence.

Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou! I beseech Thee by Thy
hidden mystery and by Thy manifest Name to make us among
those who are detached unto Thee and who seek recourse to
Thee, who flee from all else besides Thee and repair unto Thee,
who find intimacy with Thy beauty and turn toward the are-
nas of Thy reunion, who hasten to Thy connection and meet-
ing. Then inspire, O my God, the hearts of Thy loved ones
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with the signs of Thy love and love for Thy servants. Then re-
move hatred from among them that they may unite upon the
word of Thy singleness within the temple of Thy oneness, such
that they dwell only in Thy remembrance, turn only to Thy
face, draw near only through Thy good-pleasure, and speak
only by Thy leave, that they may become as one soul and
one name and one form in the earth. Verily, Thou art He
Who manifesteth whatsoever He willeth through His Will, and
confirmeth whatsoever He desireth through His Purpose, and
decreeth whatsoever He pleaseth through His Decree and the
sovereignty of His Command. And verily, Thou art the All-
Compelling, the Mighty, the Beloved, He Who hath descended
from the Ha after the Ba.
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To: Talat Afandi

O thou who walkest in the path of love and drinketh from
the cup of mercy! Know that thy letter hath reached Us, and
We have understood the signs of thy love and the expressions
of thy sincerity contained therein. We have become aware of
thy state and how the fire of longing hath seized thee and how
thou art consumed by the days of separation from the presence
of thy Beloved, even though He is with thee at all times. If
thou seest Him, then blessed art thou, and if thou seest Him
not, verily He seeth thee. If thou knowest Him, thine eyes are
gladdened, and if thou knowest Him not, yet He knoweth thee
in thy turning and thy resting-place, and He is never heedless
of thee nor will He forget thee. He heareth thy cry and thy
whispered prayer.

As to what thou hast mentioned concerning niyaz (offering),
know thou that thy niyaz is thy love for the lights of Beauty, thy
arrival at the shore of the ocean of Glory, and the purification
of thyself from all idle talk concerning that which proceedeth
from the people of Glory, that the holy breezes may waft over
thee and bring thee to the sanctuary of Oneness, where thou
mayest find the fragrance of love from the garment of the Self-
Subsisting One. This is the essence of niyaz for everyone who
hath attained and entered these gardens. Apart from what We
have mentioned, nothing will avail, even if all who are in the
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heavens and on earth were filled with red gold and white silver.
And all that thou hast heard concerning niyaz in the principles
of the chosen ones was naught but for the manifestation of the
love of the Beloved towards the lover, and the appearance of the
sincerity of the lover towards the Beloved, that the severance of
the servant towards his Lord and his following of Him in his life
to come and in this world might become evident. Otherwise,
they are sanctified from the world and its ornaments and its
adornments, and are purified from all that pertaineth unto
it and is ordained therein, for they soar in the atmosphere of
holiness and dwell in the pavilions of the spirit. The accidental
circumstances do not seize them, nor do the limited hearts in
the realms of earthly dominion comprehend them.

Therefore, immerse thyself in this ocean which hath flowed
from the direction of the ink that thou mayest find the fra-
grances of love and become aware of the mysteries of love in
the beginning and the return. Then know that We have ac-
cepted from thee thy niyaz and have found in thy supplications
that which is not befitting to mention. We beseech God to pro-
vide thee with the wine of immortality which hath gushed forth
from the springs of glory, that its intoxication may attract thee
and its stupor may seize thee - and this is an intoxication that
will never pass away nor change eternally.

The one drunk with wine awakens from the west wind, But the
one drunk with Truth awakens not even from the trumpet of
resurrection.

)}B\yc,?rb‘:ﬁjﬂag\a;ﬂ\}
a2 ot VI oK L s STV el
A Ga pods a0y s sl ) Cadd
£l 5 oVse L) Al CM\,@:_J G slall
Lﬂ\upuywr.a\j\) olis s w21 3 g
L‘ffdﬁﬂj SERC PN

3 d};ﬁ,w-\d\ oIy 3#“?-")"“) !
cbgs wadsl o oSl 20) QB G
e G aapadl 381 (o o) 5 Bl
S

el e g sé\fu)\mgwéuis\ :
GOl o allas 5 515 ) 2l ded 51
:Jju&wulk\“g;u\,@\g
“1’\&;“‘3}%{5 L’;"L'YL"JJ\JJ‘U“?J
S5 or D F 2 e S5 0L
w‘”;WJbbjoﬂw&w L(J\
‘-‘”ﬂ Jdst J:‘M S RESw

A G e g ) 035 e g e
oo 78

BRL__DA#628

BHO02780

To: father of Sadiq

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I bear witness at this moment
- and so too doth everyone who circleth round Thy most great
Throne, and the dwellers of the all-highest realm upon whom
have been showered the splendors of the Ancient of Days, and
then Thy most beautiful names, and the temples of Thy glory
who dwell in the City of Eternity - that we all believe in Thy
signs and seek shelter beneath the tree of Thy loving care and
repose in the cradle of Thy mercy and loving-kindness, dwelling
on the shore of the glory of Thy oneness and turning toward
the temples of the glory of Thy identity, and that Thou art
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God, there is no God but Thee, the Almighty, the Exalted,
the Most High.

Then do I bear witness at this moment, in this Home of Peace
near unto Thee and this City wherein have shone forth the
lights of Thy countenance, that this is Thy servant whom Thou
didst create by Thy will and sustain by Thy desire, and for
whom Thou didst ordain whatsoever flowed from the Pen of
Thy decree upon the tablet of Thy judgment, and whom Thou
didst nourish with the fruits Thou didst create by Thy power
and bring forth from the branches of the Tree of Thy loving
care, and whom Thou didst feed with the choicest fruits in the
lands of Thy creation and gave to drink of the sweet waters
from the rivers of the holy paradise of Thy mercy.

Yet after all this, and after Thou didst honor him through
Thy generosity and favor him through Thy beneficence, he re-
mained heedless of rendering thanks to Thee and negligent of
the beauty of the glory of Thy sovereignty, to such extent that
he turned not to the most exalted cities beneath the shadow of
Thy most exalted Name. And he remained thus until his days
reached the end Thou hadst ordained for him, whereupon his
tongue grew heavy and his eyes grew dim and his ears grew
deaf and his feet grew weak and his hands were stayed from
movement. And then he returned to his place in the dust, to
a house where none would visit him again and no soul would
accompany him and no companion would befriend him and
no merciful one would show him mercy and no lamp would
illuminate him.

And we all do now, with his tongue, acknowledge this and
confess Thy loving care which preceded him through Thy grace.
But I beseech Thee, O my God and my Lord and my Beloved,
since Thou hast related him to those servants whom Thou hast
related to Thyself - I beseech Thee by them and by the lights
of Thy most splendid countenance and by Thy greatest signs
and by the holy manifestations in the temples of eternity, that
Thou forgive him and remit his misdeeds, then accept from him
what he failed to do in Thy days, then pardon what he failed
to do when Thy lights were revealed, then cause him to dwell
beneath the shadow of Thy loving care in the garden whose
breadth Thou hast made as the breadth of Thy heavens and
Thy earth. Verily, Thou art powerful over that, omnipotent.

2 Sl Ko i Kl b oddl
Qe ) ek ueal) et Y1 Y
e 5 3 POl G i ST #
s Ol Koy Llg) oo a8 2520 )
Sl 48y, 5 Sads wle ol Sue
o) de Stlal B op b d )3
Sy Ldls VS e )y S
canb) 5 Sale ydu Oladl e L2 bl
a4y S ) & eV S5 o
EC d.,@)\fl\op:lg.l’d\ osbo oy

5 Sog aeS | Led 5 S5 dm 0K
3 S Tl o b 0 Sl a5
A 1 b g (Sl 2l e Sk
G085 LV el B G eV e
1514 <)% Jale d bl g > S
BT o 5 05l et 5 4ld S
131 5 o) S AN oo ol 5 oMy Ci? 5
sdon ) F) s G QAN Gt
s op Bl ) s et alay )y U
Tl or Ny ol pamn

Cogw s Sk v sl die UL
b Sl Sy Sy a1 Kol
il Sl Bl e U2 5 sk 5 B
&#)J‘ji}m&b‘&dd‘w
S Syl 5 @S ST 5 2N
ol w5 iS5 5 we s 0L Kl 3
Sl 2 SOl G E Y Lo g3l 2
G el ¢ Sl M 12 Y b a
o2 o o o J 2 G Sale JI
,@xﬁl&)&&&b&ﬂ;&br

INBA92:027

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 98


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v092-dark/?page=17

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863)

BH02781

BHO02781

To: Sultanush-Shuhada, in Isfahan

Glory be to Thee, O Lord my God! O my God! Verily, this is
Thy servant who hath been carried away by the heat of Thy
love and the transports of Thy devotion, and upon whom have
wafted the breaths of Thy holiness and the melodies of Thy
spirit. Such was the exultation at Thy beauty, and the ecstasy
at Thy glory, engendered in his heart that he became detached
from all things and from the suggestions of all people; until he
journeyed through Thee unto Thee, and emigrated from Thee
even unto Thyself. The way was barred until he entered the
paths of Thy loving-kindness. It was as though he walked in
his own person, so great was his yearning to meet Thee; that
he might arrive at the gate of the City of Thy Oneness, and
attain the glorious seats of Thine Eternity.

At length he stood before the Tabernacles of Thine Exalta-
tion and the Canopy of Thy Majesty in the Habitation of Ho-
liness in the shelter of the Sanctuary of Thy Grandeur, the
Garden of Thy Beauty and the City of Thy Guidance; and
attained, through that surpassing honour and superlative dis-
tinction, unto a state wherein the cord of his servitude was
strengthened by the fibre of Thy Lordship, and the lamp of his
poverty was kindled by the wicks of Thy riches. Thereupon
he entered into the depths of the oceans of the Divine Essence
before the surging of the Verses of Thy glorious sovereignty.
Unto Thee be praise, therefore, O my God, for whatsoever
Thou hast bestowed upon him by Thy bounty, and honoured
him withal by Thy power; and unto Thee be thanks for all
Thou hast sustained him withal of the gems of hidden favours,
and the wonders of his treasured mercy, which have come to
fruition upon the trees of love in the inmost realities of hearts.

I ask Thee, then, O my God, to cause him to hearken unto
the call of this Firebird in this Abha Paradise, that with his
whole being he may come forth for the sake of establishing Thy
victory in the kingdom of Thy creation and in the dominion of
Thy glory; and that his spirit may be purified from all that hath
not been ordained by Thy decree, nor enjoyeth the sanction of
Thy good pleasure: forasmuch as Thou holdest in Thy hands
the reins of all things. Thou, verily, art the Revealer of the
Revelation, Who singest upon the supernal Light within the
Sinaitic Tree; and Thou, indeed, hast power over all things.

Bless Thou, O Lord my God, Thy First Light whereby the
spirits of Thy sacred eternality have soared aloft; and bless
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Thou moreover Thy Mansion that moveth upon the air in the
very axis of the sun, the centre of Thine appointment at Thy
pleasure by Thy decree; and all those that guide thereunto in
the lofty heights of eternity, and in the bowers of the invisi-
ble realm. Thou, truly, art the Ordainer, the All-Compelling,
the All-Conquering, the All-Knowing, the Ever-Living, the
Almighty, the All-Glorious, the All-Powerful, the All-Informed.
Array then with a robe of blessing woven of the cotton of im-
mortality the temple of him who is thy brother in the world of
being; and convey from me to him a salutation from the pages
of fidelity; likewise to all that are about thee of the people of
guidance.

S oy o 6 ool 4 GA
el B 3 AL e K e OF (sl
Sl e s Tadl e Sl sTan 5
Sy Tl gl e s sl o)y ek
Sl el (Wl S
ok o S Gt p ol ) )
é,:um o2yl 3 Sl Koa e ST
ol e s B ) o el e o

Yor bl ol e S 3 158

NNY.135-136
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To: Ismul-Mim, in Ard-i-Fa

In the name of Mim, He is the Most Exalted in the Most Ex-
alted Horizon! O Letter Mim! Hear My call and be not of
the patient ones. Then bear witness within thyself that He is
God, there is no God but Him, the Mighty, the Powerful. He
doeth what He willeth by His command and decreeth what He
pleaseth. None can question what He doeth, and He is the
Strong, the All-Knowing.

2 Know then that thy letter hath come before Us and We have
examined what was therein, and We were among the witnesses.
We beseech God to make thee steadfast in His Cause - this is
better for thee than the kingdoms of the heavens and earths.

Then We counsel thee at this time, when the Bird of Immor-
tality hath taken flight from the branch of Iraq and sought an-
other branch through what the hands of the oppressors have
wrought. Say: By God the Truth! This indeed is a youth who
hath sacrificed his spirit for God, thy Lord and the Lord of
all worlds. Were he not mindful of the decree of the Book, he
would have kissed the hands of his killer in the path of God,
the Supreme, the Mighty, the Powerful.

Say: Those who have understood the stations of the Cause
from the Sovereign of might and glory will never fear any-
one, even if all the hypocrites should gather against them. At
all times they await tribulations out of love for their Ancient
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Lord, and they long for calamities as an infant longeth for its
mother’s breast. God sufficeth as witness to what I say.

O people of the Bayan! Fear ye no one, for God hath power
over you and causeth to flow upon you what He willeth. None
besides Him hath any power over aught, and this is a certain
truth. By God! If the loved ones of God knew what hath
been ordained for them in the paradise of nearness and glory,
they would sacrifice their souls and possessions at every mo-
ment. But they are veiled from this through their attention to
the ornaments of earthly dominion, and therefore tribulations
become difficult for them in the path of their Creator. This
indeed is manifest heedlessness.

Therefore, O my God! Give them to drink of the wine of Thy
grace and bounty, that they may not be occupied with aught
but Thee nor desire anything besides Thee. This indeed is
a mighty favor. Then make them steadfast in Thy love such
that they turn not to those who move in the atmosphere of
heedlessness and claim for themselves that which hath not been
ordained for them from the presence of One Wise, All-Informed.
And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who remain firm
in the Cause and in love.
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He is the Mighty, the Beautiful

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I bear witness before Thee
and the Manifestations of Thy beauty that Thou hast eter-
nally been sanctified above the description of all except Thee
and wilt ever remain exalted beyond the praise of all besides
Thee. All minds are bewildered by Thy knowledge, all souls are
powerless to comprehend Thy essence, all hearts acknowledge
Thy sovereignty, and all realities confess Thy power.

Yet how can anyone ascend unto Thee or any soul attain the
summit of union with and presence before Thee? Nay, by Thy
glory! All who claim to have reached Thee are but pretenders
within themselves, and all who remember Thee are but confes-
sors of their own limitations. For Thou canst not be known
through aught else, that Thou mightest be mentioned through
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it, nor canst Thou be recognized by any matter, that Thou
mightest be described by its remembrance. Glorified, glori-
fied art Thou, O my God, above the essences of Thy servants’
praise! Glorified, glorified art Thou above the wonders of Thy
creatures’ attributes!

But O my God and Beloved of my heart, since Thou hast
clipped the wings of understanding from soaring in the atmo-
sphere of Thy holy oneness and hast prevented the hearts of
those endued with certitude from ascending to the heaven of
Thy mighty identity, Thou hast ordained for Thy servants to
turn unto the Daysprings of Thy Cause in the temples of Thy
name, and hast made their turning unto them as turning unto
Thee, and their gaze upon their beauty as gazing upon Thy
beauty. And all this was naught but a token of Thy bounty
and a manifestation of Thy grace and favor.

Thou hast ordained for them, O my God, a proof from Thee
and an evidence from Thy presence, which is the revelation of
Thy verses from the cloud of Thy mercy and the appearance
of Thy signs from the heaven of Thy grandeur.

; Since this is what hath appeared from the horizon of Thy wis-

dom, therefore I beseech Thee, O my God, by the Mirrors
reflecting Thy beauty and the Daysprings manifesting Thy
majesty, that Thou forgive those who have migrated in Thy
path and journeyed from their homes to the wellspring of union
with Thee, and who have detached themselves from all else to
reach the city of Thy presence, until they attained unto Thy
presence and stood before the sanctuary of Thy nearness and
the Kaaba of Thy glory, and found intimacy with Thy beauty
and heard Thy melodies. Then, O my God, deprive them not
of the wonders of Thy hidden knowledge and the gems of Thy
treasured wisdom. Moreover, O my Beloved, cause them to
dwell in the precincts of Thy most great mercy, beneath the
shadow of Thy Most Exalted Name, for verily Thou art the
Ruler over whatsoever Thou willest, and verily Thou art the
Mighty, the Generous.
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Lawh-i-Maryam 2

To: Maryam, cousin of Baha’u’llah

He is »
O Maryam! Jesus the Spirit has ascended to the placeless i > i I Ol gwe

realm. The cage of existence is emptied of the praised Bird.
The ancient Nightingale has flown to the wilderness of noth-
ingness, and the divine Songbird has burst into song upon the
holy Tree. The pavilion of glory is rent asunder and the royal
falcon has taken wing from the branch of delight. The lofty
heavens have settled upon the dark earth and cries have risen
from anguished hearts. Sweet water has turned to blood and
the precincts of the exalted Paradise have become mingled with
blood.

Yea, the luminous breasts of the friends are worthy of the shaft
of the divine decree, and the necks of the lovers are eager for
the noose of endless afflictions. Wherever there is an arrow, the
breasts of dear ones it pierceth; and wherever there is grief, the
hearts of companions it consumeth. The lover’s eyes must be
wet, whereat the Beloved may coyly flash an amorous glance.
If the lover crieth out a hundred words of grief, the Beloved
but turneth more away. If thou desirest the sherbet of reunion,
sacrifice thy body on the plane of nothingness; and if thou
seekest the wine of surpassing Beauty, set foot in the vale of
privation.

O Maryam! Give up sorrow to happiness, and dispel all grief
from the cup of joy. If thou desirest to set foot on the path
of search, be patient. Scratch not thy Dear One’s cheek and
let loose not thy tears. Rather be composed. Clothe thyself
with the garment of resignation, and quaff from the pure wine
of contentment. Sell this world for a dirham and let thy heart
be captive to the divine decree and thy soul tied to destiny.

Open the eye of admonition and remain chaste and faithful to
the Friend that soon we may knock on the door of the hallowed
Presence and enter the court of eternal communion, that we
may hearken to Hijazi melodies coming from the ‘Iraqi harp
and become united with our Best Beloved, that we may speak
together of the ineffable mysteries and behold what eyes cannot
bear to see, that we may set the temple of the spirit to dancing
with the music of light and prepare the banquet of joy in the
sacred precinct of life, that we may seize the chalice of beauty
from the effulgent cupbearer and drain the peerless wine in
remembrance of the face of the All-Glorious.
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Cleanse thine eyes from tears, sweep sorrow from the chamber
of thy heart, set thy mind free from worry, and sing out with
the sweetest of melodies. If one should bear a sword into the

Beloved’s house, Let us bare our necks and leave the decree to
God.
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O loved ones! Come ye, let us draw from out the heart a sigh,
and cast upon men’s souls a fire. Let us inquire of the hoopoe
of the spirit the path that leadeth to the lane of the Beloved,
that haply we may attain unto the court of holiness within
His sacred precincts. Let us learn the canon of rapture and
the mode of ecstasy from the nightingales of His rose-garden
of sanctity, and receive the rite of burning and melting from
the candle of His mystic chamber. Let us set upon the soul the
brand of reunion with Him, even as the tulips of the holy gar-
den bear their scarlet stain; let us gather the rose of our desire
from the paradise of His intimacy; let us quaff the wine of His
presence; let us strive within the sea of utter self-effacement;
let us taste the madness of heaven and set aflame the very fab-
ric of existence. Let us scatter our lives before His feet, and
draw all hearts unto His street.

O ye intoxicated ones! The celestial minstrels have raised the
strains of the Messiah; the servants of the feast of fellowship
have become attuned to the ecstasies of the spirit; the divine
cupbearers have opened wide the portals of the tavern of ever-
lasting life, and with a single glance have ravished the hearts of
the maids of heaven. In their hands they hold cups the color of
fire, and at secret signs they stand rank on rank arrayed. The
breeze of fidelity bloweth from the realm of eternity, and the
fragrance of God wafteth from the city of splendor.

O ye whose hearts are wounded! The heavenly Physician hath
come; from His ruby lip there arriveth a thousand remedies.
That dawn of unseen praise, that countenance whereof there is
no doubt, hath appeared. The breaths of Sinai stream from the
throne of reunion. Spiritual melodies from the merciful throat,
and divine effulgences with majesty and glory, descend.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

PRI (;-551. Js 31 A4l ol (o
5 gy Ol e Ol (57 ol o35 el
BB T o:»‘ﬂw S B oLy
I3 e f,zzf 1 s Ol Olie
thos s ke il o 51508
5 5 Ol s B e S Y O
ﬁwﬁ)\;(fgw\dﬂ\ s £
s 65 s 05557 S £ 55 o5
U s 5 gl L Ll o5 s o

ST e Sl e Ol e 0152 () -
G Olde 4 Ll Ja Slesle 5 ) o s¢
& abea Oly) Al OLBLe 5 oue) Slawes
uﬁ,dc\o\u?gu;ﬁ;%,w,z?
Ohlab 5 esls oS s rlé Sl els rb
&lﬁj\l’ajﬁ‘inw\w);w@:b

don Lo 3 \v‘AﬁﬁiJ’}}zﬁ a4

R 3l A e OYs 3l
O b sl & O e 1> 487 158
Ol Glay g ) Glogy Oles e

deiga Yo 5 oo b Glows

104


http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/LTDT.pdf#page=321
https://bahai-library.com/shahzadeh_four_tablets_maryam
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v038/?page=33
http://www.bahai.org/r/708224933
https://www.bahai.org/r/813499210
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/184.pdf#page=61
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1096.pdf#page=3
https://bahai-library.com/bahailib/1096.pdf#page=3
http://reference.bahai.org/fa/t/o/ATA1/ata1-92.html
http://bluefin.live/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/MSHR4.pdf#page=304
https://oceanoflights.org/bahaullah-st-058-2-fa

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863)

BH03094

To the poor there cometh glad tidings; to the abased there
arriveth a sign; from the hidden treasure the verses of wealth
pour forth. Rend, then, the veils of glory from heart and soul,
that through them into this world the lights of splendor may
stream.

O nightingales with longing sore, arise—the rose is nigh at
hand; O fallen, drunken wanderers, behold the wine doth stir
the land.

O Jacobs of the desert waste, long sundered in the grief of
pain, The scent of Joseph’s robe from ‘Iraq now breatheth life
through soul and vein.

The quickening breaths that loose the bonds are lavished on
the hearts of all, And merciful winds from holiness upon the
world unceasing fall.

From out the hidden garden’s depth, from Sinai’s unseen
orchard fair, The dawn-breeze of celestial meanings moveth
through the trembling air.
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He is the Beloved in His wondrous beauty!

In this hour and time when this Bird took flight from the nest of
silence and stillness to soar in the sacred atmosphere of divine
melody, and all the oceans of the unseen silence are melted by
the tune of the fire of love, and with spiritual wings It soars in
the heavenly wilderness, and whatever is other than the Friend
- even to marrow and skin - is reduced to absolute nothingness,
that It may wing its flight in the holy atmosphere of “except,”
and call out to all the lovers in the path of the Beloved, that
all existence may become detached and return to the Source of
existence, and offer heart and soul as gifts to the dust of the
path of the Friend, and hear the melody of the nightingale of
the soul in the branches of the placeless realm, and inhale the
divine spirit from the right hand of oneness.

O thou who art sick with love! T swear by the lights of the
countenance of the Desired One that if I were to catch the
breeze of love from the Yemen of the Friend and be honored
with a message from the spiritual Hoopoe that hath winged its
flight from the divine Sheba, verily we would traverse all the
horizons of the seen and unseen with a single step, that for one
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moment I might illumine the spiritual vision with the beauty
of the Friend and attain the honor of visiting His countenance.

O nightingales of the garden of immortality! O songbirds of
the rose-garden of faithfulness! While the rose of beauty blos-
soms in the garden of glory, strive ye to attain union with the
rose and take shelter in the shade of the Friend, that ye may
reach the divine tree and abide forever in the paradise of life,
and become intoxicated with the wine of the Friend. And if
ye become unconscious from this wine, verily ye shall forget
all else save the Beloved, for this unconsciousness hath no de-
struction following it, and this intoxication no sobriety after
it, even as some of the circumambulators of the Ka’bah of the
Beloved have said: “The one drunk with earthly wine becomes
sober from the passing breeze, but the one drunk with Truth
comes not to consciousness even by the trump of resurrection.”

A shirt from the spiritual Joseph was sent that it might clothe
the form of that Jacob of love, that the eye of the soul might
be illumined with light, and in the bath I mentioned it and
they said to carry it out in whatever way is advisable - that
same decree.
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He is the Mighty, the Beauteous

O my God and my Lord! I call upon Thee now with that
call which Thou didst inspire me with from the wonders of the
bounty of Thy oneness and didst teach me from the essences
of the grace of Thine eternity, for verily the call in its essence,
were it not from Thee, could never reach Thee, could never
appear before Thee, and could never ascend to the atmosphere
of nearness unto Thee. And since Thou hast made this known
to me, therefore it behooveth that Thou inspire me with that
which befitteth Thyself and is worthy of Thy majesty, that
the call of this lowly one may ascend to the heaven of Thy
holy might, and the cry of this transient one may soar to the
atmosphere of the glory of Thy permanence, and this poor
one may wing his flight in the atmosphere of nearness to Thy
riches. For other than Thee none can enter the realms of Thy
description save through the keys of Thy mercy, and naught
beside Thee can descend upon the shore of Thy knowledge save
through Thy might and power.
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Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my Best-Beloved! Thou art He
Who hath ever been self-sufficient through the sovereignty of
Thy Being and wilt ever remain sanctified through the sanc-
tification of Thy Self. All the mystics confess their powerless-
ness to know the manifestations of Thy oneness, and all the
eloquent ones acknowledge their poverty in attaining to the
dawning-places of Thy singleness. By Thy might, O Thou my
heart’s Desire! All the most eloquent ones are mute in describ-
ing Thy beauty, and all the learned ones are ignorant before
the appearances of Thy knowledge and Thy glory.

Therefore I beseech Thee, O Thou Fire of the hearts of the
lovers and O Thou Rapture of the breasts of the yearning ones,
by Thy most beautiful names in the canopies of eternity, and
by Thy spiritual lights in the Concourse on High, and by Thy
Beloved through Whom were sealed the wonders of Thy names
and through Whom were completed all Thy attributes in the
Kingdom of Thy permanence, that Thou shut not the doors of
Thy great mercy in our faces, and close not the gates of Thy
supreme bounty upon our hearts. Then cause us to witness in
all things the signs of Thy Lordship and the lights of Thine
eternity, that through Thy power we may gather upon the
carpet of Thy oneness and in the places of Thy glorification.
Then make us, O my God, to walk in the ways of Thy good-
pleasure and to be content at the descent of Thy decree, in such
wise that we fear none save Thee and turn to none except Thee,
for in Thy hands is the kingdom of all things and Thou art
verily the Mighty, the Powerful, the Exalted, the Omnipotent.
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He is the Ever-Living

This is a Book from the servant to her who hath believed in
God her Lord and was among the devout ones inscribed in the
Mother Book by the Ordainer of the heavens in truth. Know
thou that I have perceived the fragrance of thy heart in thy
love for thy Creator and have heard the cry of thy soul in thy
following of thy Lord. It is as though I have numbered the se-
crets of thy heart from thy public and private utterances, and
have grieved over thy state in such wise as none can reckon
save God, my Lord and thy Lord. Yet I counsel thee not to
grieve over what hath befallen thee of hardships from the vi-
cissitudes of the world, for if time had any worth the people of
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eternity would not have forsaken it, nor would the possessors
of understanding complain of it in the dominion of the heav-
ens. For by God, besides Whom there is none other God, this
world and its ornaments and its glory and its people and all
that thou beholdest therein are but as a fleeting shadow upon
the earth, nay less than that, insomuch that in the sight of the
dwellers of the heights and those who recline upon the cush-
ions of recognition, it is not worthy of mention nor counted as
existing.

3 Hearken thou unto My words: Fasten the cord of thy love to
the sure handle and secure the rope of thy affection to the ex-
alted pavilion, that thou mayest find the fragrance of eternity
from the sanctuary of faithfulness and witness thyself turning
toward the sanctuary of Beauty in the Kaaba of Glory through
the orientation of thy heart unto God thy Creator. Then shall
no distress overtake thee, nor shall any weariness touch thee,
neither from hardship nor from adversity. Rather, these shall
circle round about thee and serve thee in thy love for thy Cre-
ator. Well is it with thee shouldst thou drink from these waters,
from this ocean which hath flowed forth at this time from the
crimson cloud, for thou shalt find what none among the worlds
hath found. Therefore give thanks for the doors of inner mean-
ings having been opened unto thee and the divine fragrance
having wafted upon thee from this ancient scroll, that thou
mayest follow thy Eternal Beloved in the garments of the Ev-
erlasting One and taste of the divine table in what hath been
sent down unto thee from the Pen of Light upon this white
tablet. Therefore place thy trust in God and rely upon Him,
and verily He shall suffice thee against all who dwell on earth.
And greetings be upon thee and upon His sincere servants.
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To: Fatimih Sultan Bagum

He is God, the Most High, the Most Exalted

This is the mention of the Leaf of Eternity in the Tree of Par-
adise. O Concourse on High, hearken! This is from the remem-
brance which bestoweth upon all things that which maketh
them independent of all who are in the heavens and on earth,
if ye be of them who remember this remembrance at all times.
It casteth upon the people of the realm of eternity that which
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beseemeth them from the worlds of names, and bestoweth upon
the people of Paradise that which draweth them nigh unto God,
the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting. It expendeth upon the
people of the heavens from the glances of hidden rapture that
which is concealed behind the pavilions of the Spirit in the
sanctified veils, if ye but knew. This is that which summoneth
the lovers unto the sublime heights of immortality in the gar-
den of a glorious Beloved, and joineth them that know unto
the shore of oneness, if ye be of them who understand. All this
is from God’s grace upon you, O ye who are sincere.

This is what hath been ordained in the Tablets from the Pen
from which floweth the fountain of life in a prescribed measure.
God hath veiled it in the treasuries of protection and covered it
with holy silk woven. Blessed is he who hath detached himself
wholly unto God and hath answered Him in word, and hath
attained unto that which God hath ordained for him in an in-
scribed tablet. This is from a grace which none in the kingdom
hath preceded save they who walk in God’s good-pleasure.

And thou, O handmaiden of God, hearken unto that which
the Dove of Holiness imparteth unto thee, then draw nigh with
thy heart unto God, thy Lord. Grieve not over anything, for
this is that whereby those brought nigh have attained. Forget
not God’s favor in having chosen thee and purified thee from
unbelief and provided thee with the fruits of the tree of love in
a paradise of nearness witnessed. Then thank Him for this and
for having guided thee unto a station yearned for by honored
servants. Thus have We imparted unto thee the word of truth
and inspired thee with that which will assure thy heart, that
thou mayest be of those who hasten toward the direction of
the Throne.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those women who re-
member their Lord at all times and upon whom the angels
brought nigh do pray.
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He is the Mighty, the Beloved, the Most High, the Most Ex-
alted!

Glorified be He Who hath sent down the Book in truth,
wherein is detailed all things for people who know God
through all that they were created with, and who find the
breezes of holiness from the paradise that was created behind
the pavilion of glory, and who turn not to anything nor
concern themselves with any matter, and who at every
moment soar on two wings of detachment in the atmosphere
which was raised up in the name of God, and who are
nourished at every instant with the purest fruits from the
divine Tree, and thereby the flowers of knowledge spring forth
from their illumined breasts, and this is from the grace which
encompasseth them from all directions, and the promise was
thereby fulfilled in truth.

And thou, O thou who art mentioned in the Tablet, know
thou that We have witnessed thy letter and understood what
was in it, and now We answer thee, by God’s leave, with an
answer before which the comprehension of the mystics would
prove powerless in its entirety, that thou mayest rejoice within
thyself and that there may waft over thee breezes such that
were but a breath thereof to blow upon thee, it would detach
thee from all who are in the heavens and on earth and would
make thee independent through the independence of thy Lord,
that thou mayest be victorious through God’s help.

Say: O people! How long will ye follow the desires within
yourselves and not follow Him Who calleth you unto God and
turneth you toward a station which was witnessed in the most
holy paradise? Say: The world and all that ye behold therein
shall pass away, and ye shall return unto Him Who was in
truth the Eternal Overseer of your spirits and your bodies.
Then shall ye find for yourselves neither helper nor protector,
and ye shall be called to account for what ye have wrought in
the kingdom, and this is a matter which was preserved in the
Tablet.

Say: By God! Nothing on earth shall profit you, and the
days shall pass away like a vanishing shadow. Thus do We
cast upon thee holy words and give thee glad tidings of an
outspread paradise of glory, that thou mayest detach thyself
from all else but God, thy Lord, and turn toward the shore of
nearness to the Beloved.

And the Spirit be upon thee and upon those who have en-
tered beneath the shadow of God’s mercy and who have in
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truth drunk from the wine of oneness from the hand of loving-
kindness.

BH11918

To: Bagir

He is the Living One

O Bagqir! We have heard the tumult of your heart and the
cry of your inmost being, the trembling of your inner self and
the agitation of your body, and We have answered you at this
time with these words, that they may be a light unto you and a
mercy unto all the worlds. Grieve not over anything, but place
your trust in God and be not of them that despair. Verily, the
mercy of your Lord has encompassed all who are in the heavens
and on earth. He will take you unto Himself by His command.
He is, in truth, your Guardian, and He knows the unseen in
the heavens and earth, and knows what is in your heart. He
will ordain for you what has been decreed for you. Be patient
and grieve not, for He will surely reward the patient. Bear
witness now that you have believed in God and His signs, and
have followed His loved ones, and have loved those who have
believed in Him, and thus have you been numbered among
them that are assured. God will exalt the stations of those
who have feared Him and been patient for His sake, and will
remember them even as We have remembered you at this time
with most excellent and beauteous remembrance. Fear no one
and [grieve not over anything]. Turn wholly unto God and
place your complete trust in Him, and be not of them that fear.
Convey from Us the Word of Victory and give him glad tidings
of a mercy from God and a great reward. There shall descend
upon him that which will gladden his heart, that he may be of
the God-fearing. Glorify him and remember him with the love
that proceeds from God, the Mighty, the Luminous.

3 Glory be unto Thee, O my God! This is he who has detached
himself from his home, journeyed from his native land, and
emigrated in Thy path, and has striven in Thy love until he
reached the seat of Thy Self and the repository of Thy Beauty
and the treasury of Thy Glory, and heard Thy melodies and
beheld Thy lights, and visited the sanctuary of Thy presence
and the Kaaba of Thy reunion, and thereby entered into the
fortress of Thy care and the garden of Thy bounty. Shelter him,
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O my God, beneath the shade of Thy loving-kindness and in
the city of Thy favor, and provide him with the fruits of the
tree of Thy divinity, then cause him to return unto Thee, for
Thou art, verily, the Mighty, the Powerful, the Beautiful.

o B S ey Sk b
S PRI CHIE - JUIR
Jed s el )

BRL__DA#792

BHO03614

To: sister of Baha’u’llah

He is the Ever-Living

O thou apple of Mine eye! Come thou and draw nigh, that
thine eyes may be solaced by My beauty. O My sister! Ascend
unto the melodies of the Spirit from My mouth. O thou who
art lost in love for Me! Walk thou in the paths of My love in
quest of My beauty. O thou who art attracted to Me! Be not
still, but hasten unto Me in thy longing for My presence. O
thou My delight! Arise and say: I walk toward the goal of My
hope, that I may drink the water of life from the springs of My
paradise. O thou apple of Mine eye! Come thou and hasten,
that thou mayest attain unto the pavilion of My reunion and
enter the garden of paradise, My dwelling-place and habitation,
that I may kiss thy mouth and thou mayest kiss Mine, and that
I may find solace in thee and thou mayest find solace in My
splendor. O thou apple of Mine eye! Come thou forth that I
may hear thy melodies and thou mayest hear Mine, and that

thou mayest delight in the Hijazi melodies from this Iraqi youth.

O My sister! Come thou forth that thou mayest walk before
My face and in My presence. Arise, O apple of Mine eye, that
thou mayest enter the arenas of My majesty, that I may smell
the sweet fragrance from thee and thou mayest inhale the holy
breaths from My locks.

And thou hast raised the standards of corruption and shown
obstinacy among the servants. Therefore it behooveth thee to
turn unto God and return unto Him, and verily He forgiveth
whom He willeth through His grace. Then write upon thyself
as God hath written upon it, such that thou movest not save by
His leave, nor breathest save after His command, nor causeth
corruption in the earth, that thou mayest be numbered among
the people of the spirit, mentioned in holiness. Then know
thou that We love thee and desire for thee what We desire for
Ourselves, and this honor sufficeth thee that thou mayest be
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among the people of eternity, recorded with glory upon the
Tablet of Light.

0559 gl s S 5 s oy b K
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BRL_DA#325, RHQM1.329-329 (400)
(242x), IQN.152x

BHO03675

He is the Mighty, the Beautiful

Glorified be He Who has ordained all tribulations for His cho-
sen servants, and this is His way with those who are near to
Him. Say: In the descent of afflictions upon the righteous, and
the burning of the hearts of the pure ones, and the exile of the
friends from their homelands are signs for those who remember.
Say: By God! The yearning of the loved ones for tribulations
is like the yearning of the lover for the beloved, if you be of
those who know. For they are mirrors of oneness and they tell
of destiny between the heavens and the earth. Say: Die in
your wrath, O people of hatred! God has raised us to a station
which your hands and your spirits can never reach. Return
then to your abode in the fire, O company of the deceivers!

Say: All affairs are in the grasp of God, the Supreme, the
Powerful. Say: When you behold God’s chosen ones upon the
dust of abasement, know with certainty that they are repos-
ing upon the thrones of glory. By God! If their heads were
to be raised upon spears, you would hear from their tongues
the remembrance of God, the Supreme, the Mighty, the An-
cient, and would find from them the fragrance of musk - this
is from God’s bounty upon them and upon His detached ser-
vants. Say: If they sacrifice a head in God’s path, God will
surely give them a thousand heads in return - this is what has
been ordained by God, the Mighty, the Generous. Say: God is
the Powerful, the Triumphant, from Whose knowledge nothing
escapes and Whom nothing can frustrate, and He encompasses
all things. God will soon raise up His Cause in truth and will
waft the breezes of glory upon the oppressed, and the Bird
of Unity will sing in the midst of heaven that this is the Day
wherein God will assist His Cause. Die then in your wrath,
O company of hypocrites! Thus does God bestow His bounty
upon whomsoever He wishes and assists His believing servants.
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And T end with saying that He is God, there is no God but

Him, the Mighty, the Merciful.

BHO03676

He is!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! These hands of mine I have
raised up for the descent of Thy mercy, and these feet of mine
I have planted before Thee, and this neck of mine I have made
submissive to Thy sovereignty and humble before Thy divinity,
and this tongue of mine I have caused to speak in Thy remem-
brance, and these eyes of mine I have opened to behold Thy
beauty and observe the signs of Thy creative handiwork, and
this gaze of mine I have directed to visit Thy countenance and
the splendor of Thy presence, and this heart of mine I have
filled with the sweetness of Thy love and the wonders of Thy
knowledge and charged it with fear of Thee, and this liver of
mine I have caused to be consumed with passion for Thee, and
this inner being of mine I have stirred with longing for union
with and meeting Thee, and these bowels of mine I have caused
to drink of the essence of life from the cups of Thy love and
the chalices of Thy grace, and this body of mine I have made
to quiver at the signs of Thy holiness and the letters of Thy
intimacy, and this will of mine I have bound with the cords
of Thy will and fastened with the pegs of Thy desire, and this
form of mine I have seated before Thee and made yearning for
the conditions of Thy decree and the manifestations of Thy
judgment, and this neck of mine I have extended toward the
swords of Thy power and the spears of Thy might, for in Thy
subjugation, O my God, lie hidden the treasuries of mercy, and
therein are stored the repositories of glory.

Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou hast broken
the necks of those who would not submit to Thy divinity nor
humble themselves before Thine eternity, and the pillars have
been destroyed of those who would not fear Thy fear nor trem-
ble at Thy might nor hope for all that Thou lovest for them
from the effulgences of Thy grasp and the universality of Thy
Cause.

Glorified, glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by
Him Whom Thou hast made the Manifestation of Thy Self
and the Source of Thy Being and the Repository of Thy glory,
that Thou ignite us with the fire of Thy love and attract us
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through Thy light. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Powerful,
the All-Bountiful.

ADMS#242
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BHO03737

To: Iskandar

He is the Mighty, the Exalted

> O Iskandar-i-Baga! Hearken unto what the Spirit imparteth
unto thee, then seek the paths of them that are detached, and
put thy trust in God, thy Lord, in the hereafter and in this
world. Fear thou no one, and be not of them that despair. God
will bestow upon thee that which will satisfy thy soul, and will
raise thee to a station that was in the precincts of a mighty
sanctity, and will impart unto thee that which will make thee
independent of all things, and will grant thee from His bounty
that which will detach thee from the worlds. Say: O people!
Fear ye God and follow not the ways of the corrupt ones, and
follow the command of God in these days, and be not veiled
from the purpose of God, and be ye among them that walk in
the good-pleasure of the Spirit. Thus doth God cast upon you
the word of truth and inspire you with the verses of Paradise in
a garden of nearness vast, whose earth was as the earth of the
unseen unto the visible, and wherein were prepared from the
lights of thy Lord, from the tree of this Mount on the shore of
mighty glory, that all may be detached from their own selves
and return unto the temple of resplendent holiness. Say: This
is what the Spirit counseleth you from the pen of light from
the finger of the Divine Identity upon an ancient tablet.

He is God. It is known that the favors of God are above all
other blessings, and in the attainment of the servant to this
exalted station, the loss of that which is below it of the orna-
ments and adornments of the world matters not, for the eyes of
the lovers are illumined by divine favors and their hearts are
at rest through the wondrous remembrance of Him. If thou
attainest intimacy with God, thou wilt pass beyond the tran-
sient kingdom and find thy dwelling in the realm of rest, and
thou wilt no longer see sorrow nor reckon grief. The Spirit be
upon thee. Ever send news of thy condition and make mention
of the word of victory with love.

ADMS#395x
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BHO03750

To: Harful-Qurb (Abul-Hasan)

He is the Spirit, Who was witnessed in the Pole of Eternity!
O Letter of Nearness! Hearken unto the melodies of the Dove
from the Divine Lote-Tree, and receive upon the spirits from
the verses of thy Most Exalted Lord, which God hath raised
above the canopy of mystical knowledge in a station that can-
not be witnessed or seen, and hath manifested them from be-
hind the veils in the heaven of supreme glory.

The sun hath shone with its light in the midst of morning,
and everyone who hath believed in the Spirit and been guided
turneth toward it, while every proud one who hath denied and
become wretched turneth away from it. All who are in the
heavens and beneath the earth cry out with that wherewith
the Spirit hath called out in the midst of the atmosphere, in
what He hath commanded and revealed.

Say: This is the land of eternity! Hearken then unto the verses
of our Most Exalted Lord from this Most Sweet Mouth in this
Most Great Scene, and take your portion in what descendeth
and ascendeth. This is of the provision ordained for those
who dwell in the eternal paradise of delight and have then
ascended and attained unto the station of nearness above its
lowest arc. Therefore say: Glorified be my Most Exalted Lord!
This is what hath been sent down from the Most Exalted Pen
for whosoever would remember and fear, and is drawn by the
melodies of paradise near the Furthermost Tree.

Then the Spirit of Command descended yet another descent to
cast upon the servants that which cannot be cast of the wisdom
of eternity concerning what was concealed and hidden. Thus
doth He send down verses upon whomsoever He willeth, and
verily there is no God but He, and His is the command in the
hereafter and the former times. He teacheth the servants from
His resplendent, Most Glorious mysteries that people might
hasten to the Kawthar of reunion in the refuges of piety and
return to the homeland wherein none dieth nor liveth.

And the Spirit be upon those who have detached themselves
unto God in the ascents of guidance, and the fire be upon
whoso hath turned away and departed.
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He is the Most Exalted, the Most High!

This is the mention of the Leaf of Divine Identity upon the
shore of holiness, on the branches of the Lote-Tree of Paradise.
O ye dwellers of the Throne! Hearken unto Me. He it is Who
speaketh the truth and hath sent forth the Messengers of the
Cause, that ye should worship none but God and then believe
in His Beauty.

And among the people are those who follow their idle fancies
and turn away from God, and are like unto them who worship
idols and are devoted to them. And among the people are
those who have detached themselves from all who are in the
heavens and are not shaken by the trials of adversity, and are
of them who hasten unto the dawning-places of light.

These are they through whose names the pavilions of Divine
Identity were raised up and the mysteries of the Cause were
revealed and the Dove warbled with wondrous hidden knowl-
edge. Thus doth God exalt whom He pleaseth by His command
and rewardeth those who are detached unto Him, and giveth
them to drink at all times from a fountain which ye know not.
And thereby He teacheth them the ways of righteousness and
guideth them to the paths of guidance, and they ascend at ev-
ery moment unto the heaven of knowledge while the angels of
the spirit hover above their heads with chalices of light, moving
about them in circles.

These are they who comprehend all knowledge from a single
letter of the Book and take account of all things and see with
the eye of God, did ye but know it. And God hath nourished
them with the fruits of oneness and raised them from the couch
of their hearts and made them to be of those who rejoice in
the days of God.

i Thus have We expounded for thee from the laws of them who

are nigh unto God, that thou mayest drink therefrom and be
of the souls who are suspended in the atmosphere of the spirit,
and follow the path of right guidance in their ways, and be
guided by the guidance of God, and be of those who turn their
faces toward the resting-places of the spirit.

Say: O people! This is My path whereby We guide you, and
We cast upon you holy counsels, if ye would be counselled. And
glory be upon you and upon the sincere servants.
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BH11879
He is God! ‘Jj\}a

Listen to the melodies of the Leaf of Eternity in the Lote-
Tree of the utmost boundary and say with the accent of the
Dove: “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!” This is He Who
remembers you to the glorious and most luminous homeland
- say: “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!” He speaks
with truth and calls you to God, and this is naught but a
revelation revealed - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!”
He causes the mystics to ascend to the unseen realm of eternity
while sending the ones who turn away to the lowest depths -
“Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!”

Say: O servant, fear no one and place your trust in God in the
Hereafter and in this world - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most
High!” Lest the people of guidance object to you, and perhaps
the ark of fire will sail upon the sea of piety - “Glorified be
my Lord, the Most High!” And if anyone objects to you, do
not grieve but return unto God, for unto Him is the return -
“Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!”

Share with the people of the cloud what your Lord has given
you in the Concourse on high - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most
High!” That they may find the choicest fruits from the further-
most Tree - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!” And that
those near to God may drink from this golden crimson cup
from the eternal and most radiant Beauty of God - “Glorified
be my Lord, the Most High!”

Say: Let not allusions veil you, nor words prevent you, from
those who disbelieved and were most wretched, then turned
away and transgressed - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!”
Say: O people, fear God and do not transgress what has been
ordained in the Tablet of Eternity by the spiritual Pen - “Glo-
rified be my Lord, the Most High!”

i Say: This is a servant of God who teaches you from the great-

est mysteries - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!” And
rewards you with the best reward from God, the Most High,
the Most Exalted - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!”
And in this Tablet He has ordained a drink of the Water of
Life for the one who believes and is guided, and decreed from
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the zagqum tree of darkness for the one who disbelieves and
turns away - “Glorified be my Lord, the Most High!”

BHO03925

To: Zaynul-Muqgarrabin

This is a Tablet wherein all spirits are gathered in temples of
hidden glory...

We moreover make mention of what thou didst mention re-
garding detachment from all that ye possess in the earthly
realm. Say: Detachment lieth in what your hands acquire and
in all whereby ye labor and strive for your livelihood, for this
preserveth you from begging and protecteth you from help-
lessness and abasement in the presence of the assemblage of
oppressors. This is the detachment that is mentioned in the
earthly realm and which all are commanded to observe, that
they may thereby be detached from turning to the fields of the
abhorred one.

As for the detachment sought by the people of Paradise, who
at all times beseech God their Creator - it is detachment from
all save God and from all that ye know today. None shall
attain to the knowledge thereof save those who soar in the
atmosphere of nearness and then take shelter in the shadow of
Beauty by God’s leave. This detachment preventeth no one
from bearing what they must in seeking their livelihood. Thus
do We cast upon thee verses of wisdom that thine eyes may
overflow with tears for love of God, the Mighty, the Supreme,
the Self-Subsisting.

Know thou that the true meaning of detachment is naught
but to attain unto that station wherein no impediment can
hold you back and no censure of the censorious can deter you
from the bounty of Him unto Whose court the denizens of
Paradise do hasten. Know thou, moreover, that detachment
hath degrees that cannot be described by the pen, and were
but a single letter thereof to be revealed, all who are in the
heavens and on earth would swoon away, save only those who
stand before the Beauty of God. Therefore, sanctify thou the
mirror of thy heart that it may reflect this detachment, and be
of them that with their hearts are turned toward the shore of
holiness.
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As to what thou hast mentioned concerning martyrdom, know
thou that it hath manifold degrees. We shall impart unto thee
that which ye are able to understand. Among them is the
station of thy bearing witness unto thy Lord, wherein thou
beholdest Him standing over all things, and art among those
who with feet of steel stand firm in the valley of steadfastness.
Among them is the station of thy bearing witness in all cre-
ated things, and this is what hath been recorded in preserved
tablets of glory, and this is what was revealed aforetime unto
Muhammad in the words “We shall show them Our signs in
the horizons and in themselves” - if ye be of them that know.

Among them is thy presence before the Beauty and that which
ye witness in His presence. Among them is the degree of mar-
tyrdom at the time when the Herald of the Spirit calleth out
from behind the veils of holiness: “Arise to aid God, O ye
sincere ones!” that ye may strive in the path of God until
ye sacrifice yourselves in His love, finding in this the utmost
delight from the core of your hearts.
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BHO03778

To: Shams-i-Jahan et al., in Tihran

He is the Living One

If thou art the Sun of the world, where is the radiance of thy
joyous lights? And if thou art the Moon of paradise, where
is the brilliance of thy sacred mysteries? And if thou art of
the secluded maidens in the pavilions of divine unity, where is
thy rapture and yearning? And if thou art of the countenance-
bearers in the tabernacles of lordship, where is thy ecstasy and
delight?

After all, every station must have its sign, and every rank must
have its token. The musk of divine unity without its heart-
attracting fragrances cannot be known, and the perfume from
the Sheba of eternality without its heart-pleasing breezes can
avail nothing. If form without meaning is desired, there are
many Indian portraits, and in Baghdad their pages are sold
in the auction market for less than a tenth of a dinar. But
if meaning is sought and intended, it must have manifestation
and appearance, that the north winds of the holy cloud-heaven
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might take their portion from the curling locks of hair, and the
precious curls of mighty radiance might receive their share from
the perfumed fragrance of its glory.

This is the station of abstract essences and holy realities. A
parrot without speech appears less than a sparrow, and the sun
without light and splendor is surely lower than an atom. Make
straight the foot of love that thou mayest raise high the head of
glory. Draw the pen of nothingness across the luminous tablet
of the heart that thou mayest plant the banner of existence
above the mountain of power.

But all this is from God’s grace, which He bestoweth upon
whomsoever He willeth. Other than the pure existence hath no
portion of this bounty, and none but the essence of souls hath
any share from this fountain. And verily He is the Bestower of
whatsoever He willeth upon whomsoever He willeth.

His honor Malihu’llah, without whose sweet salt the worlds of
true existence have neither taste nor savor - may ye be greatly
magnified with glorification.
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BHO03981

To: Mirza Fath-Ali Fath-i-Azam

O Name of God, Fath, hear the call of Him Who summons
thee in truth, and be not of the heedless ones. He it is Who
sent forth the Messengers and revealed the Books, verily there
is no God but He, the All-Compelling, the Almighty. He hath
ordained in the Book the measures of all things according to a
straight path, and gave His servants glad tidings of His presence
on the Day of Resurrection, that all might attain certitude of
His meeting and be numbered among the triumphant.

But when the Cause came and judgment was fulfilled and
the Countenance appeared, then those who disbelieved turned
away from Him and waxed proud, remaining behind a mighty
veil. These are they who cast the Word of God behind their
backs and contended with His loved ones and warred against
His chosen ones, and were among those immersed in the ocean
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of heedlessness. Upon them shall be the vengeance of God,
and He will torment them in a casket of fire and cause them

to enter into the depths of hell.

Thus do We recount unto thee from the stories of truth, that
thou mayest be steadfast in the Cause of thy Lord. And when
We reveal unto thee the verses, fall prostrate upon the dust
and be of those who bow down. And when thou art touched
by grief or sorrow, seek the help of God and trust in Him,
and be not of the perturbed. Verily He will aid thee with
the hosts of the unseen and exalt thee through His Name and
make mention of thee in the company of those on high, that
thou mayest be gladdened within thyself to such degree that
nothing in all creation can prevent thee, even should all the
world rise up against thee.

This is what the Spirit hath revealed unto thee from the won-
ders of God’s Cause, that the melodies of Paradise may attract
thee and bring thee into the precincts of thy Lord’s mercy, the
Mighty, the All-Knowing. And the Spirit be upon thee and
upon those who have arrived at the shore of eternity and were
among the sincere ones.
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BHO03983

To: Sultanush-Shuhada

O thou Letter of Fidelity! Thy missive hath arrived before Us;
I am cognizant of all thou didst write therein; and We have
accepted thine expressions of love for God, for the Manifesta-
tions of His Self, and the Mirrors of His Being. Erelong shall
God requite thee with a most excellent reward from Him, and
shall cause thy name to be recorded in the Book of the Spirit
among the rightly guided. Even now doth He exhort thee with
the counsels of eternity, and assist thee in words of holiness to
grasp the essence of the Cause, that thou mayest inhale the
fragrances of Paradise wafting from the Beauteous City, and
abide with Divine honour in the Immortal Garden for ever-
more. Exercise discernment in thine affairs; defame no one;
follow not thy passions; and place thy trust in God, thy Lord.
Walk then upon the earth with a dignity born of God; shun
those in whose hearts thou perceivest resentment towards God
and His loved ones; and enter not into disputation with the
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unbelievers. Shouldst thou act as We have inspired thee, thou
shalt discover on earth a prosperity vouchsafed of God; and in
the world to come a yet goodlier station and more excellent
estate.

2 Thus have We revealed unto thee the Word of Truth; taught
thee the paths of guidance; and made known unto thee the
ways of godliness, that thou mayest discern clearly the nature
of the Cause. Say: O people! Fear God, and follow not the
steps of demons. Believe ye all that God hath sent down unto
you; then follow whatsoever this Servant imparteth unto you
of the sweet melodies of eternity, that ye may be of them that
champion the Cause in thronéd heights. Relate unto thy heart
this vision touching all that We have unveiled to thee of the
mysteries of destiny from beyond the Crimson City. Thus hath
God’s sentence been irrevocably passed upon all people. Re-
joice then in thy spirit inasmuch as We have answered thee,
and made mention of thee, in this Tablet, and ordained for
thee a great glad tidings on the part of God.

Revealed from the Ha’ after the Ba’
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BHO04014

To: Nabil Samandar et al.

He is God! At this time when the heaven of divine power has
been adorned with the moon of grandeur, and the holy cloud
of the Ancient of Days has been embellished with the stars of
loftiness, and the cloud of grace has rained down the showers
of mercy from the invisible Identity, and the seas of zeal in
exalted breasts have been stirred by the waves of generosity,
this sorrowful dejected heart and this grief-stricken withered
soul has taken up the pen of love to raise the banner of affec-
tion, that perchance a breeze may blow from the north of the
Beloved’s Yemen, and that from that breeze the breezes of di-
vine mercy and the precious gifts of lordly favor may arise and
we may attain to the winds of the love of God, that perchance
we may drink from the sweet flowing waters of Tasnim and be
granted the pure wine of honor - all this through the decree of
God, the Mighty, the Beloved.
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Thereafter, your letters arrived and praise be to God they in-
dicated your good health. God willing, may you always be in
perfect comfort and sincerity. The Elevating One will present
the affairs of this province. God willing, may the multiplicities
of the worlds of existence, which are clothed in the limiting
garment of the limited self, become extinct and perish, so that
the eternal countenance of His Face may emerge from behind
the veils of beauty, and the Face of Glory - “All things per-
ish save His Face” - may become manifest and apparent from
behind the veil.

I swear by God, if all contingent beings were to gather together
to penetrate the boundaries of the Cause of God, they would
be unable and powerless to do so. Recite to the companions
the verse “If ye be able to penetrate the regions of the heavens
and the earth” to its end, if they will listen. Otherwise, “Leave
them in their vain discourse” - We shall recount to them what
they were neglecting.
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BHO04052

To: Husayn Nahri (Mahbubush-Shuhada), in Isfahan

Say: O people of the earth! Shame upon you and upon what
your hands have wrought in these days when the Spirit was
radiant from the holy horizon, while you have for a thousand
years wept over Husayn for what befell him from the embod-
iments of wretched unbelief, and every day you cursed those
who oppressed him, and this is what you did to him through-
out months and years. But when Husayn appeared in truth,
you slew him with the swords of your tongues morning and
evening, until you drove him from your lands, as was decreed
for him the first time - and this is preserved in holy scrolls.

Say: O people of hatred! Do not rejoice in this, for We yearn
for what has been ordained for Us from the presence of One
mighty and beloved.

Say: We are content with what God has written for Us, and We
have willingly accepted every grievous affliction in His path.

Say: Thus does God distinguish between the truthful and the
false, and between light and darkness, that the lights of truth
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might shine forth radiantly and brilliantly from the dawning-
place of this morn, and that the signs of falsehood might be
made manifest to all the worlds. By God! We have placed Our
trust in God, our Lord, and whosoever places his complete
trust in Him shall fear no one and shall turn to no other, and
God is witness to this.

And you, O companions of God, if you were sincere in your
love for your Creator, it would behoove you to detach your-
selves from all who are in the heavens and on earth, such that
sovereignty would appear to you as but a handful of worthless
dust. Thus does the Dove counsel those servants who wish to
find a way unto Him Who owns the Throne.

And the Spirit be upon you and upon all who love Him.
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BHO04244

To: Rida

He is the Living One

It is submitted that your grief and sorrow has not become so
manifest as to eliminate or remove your loving correspondence
and affectionate communications. However, since these condi-
tions of grief and sorrow are attributes of the self, therefore pu-
rification and detachment from them is necessary, just as one of
the Prophets asked: “O my God, how can I attain unto Thee?”
He replied: “Cast thy self aside and then approach.” Thus it
becomes clear that through the deliberation of pure and sanc-
tified hearts, one must become purified and sanctified from the
evils and sorrows of the self, and this is of God’s grace which
He bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth. Although what
befell your honor darkened the arena of existence, both seen
and unseen - it was as if the sun of joy became concealed and
the moon of gladness eclipsed, the maidens of beauty remained
hidden behind veils of glory, and matchless countenances be-
came clothed and concealed in garments of limitation. The
eye of the cloud wept crimson tears and the horizon of heaven
rained blood from the realm of blindness. However, since these
matters pertain to divine decree, their acceptance is necessary
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and patience in them is obligatory, for divine trials and end-
less tribulations are among God’s ways with His loved ones and
His practice among His servants, and you will find no change or
alteration in His way. Therefore all trials, afflictions and tribu-
lations, both hidden and manifest, are beloved and acceptable.
There are many more details which the bearer, if he attains
your presence, will submit.
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To: Ismullah Rida

In the Name of God, Rida! In the Name of our Lord, the Most
High!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I know not by what remem-
brance to raise the banners of Thy guidance for the sincere
among Thy servants. Should I remember Thee as the Sovereign
of kings - this station pertaineth to the servants. Should I de-
scribe Thee as the Manifestation of Light - this matter retur-
neth to the Daysprings of Manifestation. Should I say that
Thou art the Lord of the Kingdom - this is a remembrance
belonging to the people of the realm of might and a descrip-
tion fitting the denizens of the Kingdom. And should I sanctify
Thee above all this and above all that the mystics know - this is
an attribute wherewith Thou didst describe from aforetime the
Manifestations of Thy Self and the Daysprings of Thy Cause.
By Thy glory! I am bewildered before Thee, for if this servant
of Thine were to remember Thee by what Thou hast inspired
him of the gems of the mysteries of Thy Word, Thy loved ones
would be thunderstruck, for this is a mystery that souls can-
not bear and minds cannot endure. And were I to remember
Thee by what hath been remembered before - this would not
be acceptable.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! I beseech Thee by the lamp of
Thy divine Essence in the niche of Thy holy Oneness to inspire
Thy servants with that which will make them independent of
all save Thee and sanctified from all except Thyself. Then
send down upon Thy servant whom Thou hast named with
the letters Ra and Da from the gems of Thy hidden knowledge
and the subtleties of Thy treasured mysteries, that he may
gather Thy servants in Thy love and lead them to the canopy
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of Thy presence. Then make this book for him a garment of
Thy beauty and a robe of Thy majesty, that he may inhale
the fragrance of eternity from the Egypt of reunion. Verily,
Thou art the Almighty, the Glorious, the Beloved. Cast then
the word of glorification upon those who have journeyed in
their inner selves and migrated unto God in their hearts and
descended upon Him in their outward being, that the grace
from His presence may reach all worlds.
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BHO04304

To: Aqa Mirza Taqi

He is the Living One! The blessed leaf which has sprouted
from the branches of the Tree of Eternity and grown forth
from the twigs of the Tree of Faithfulness has, accompanied
by the Faithful Spirit of the Unseen, descended and arrived
at the hiding place of poverty and nothingness and the mine
of remoteness and existence. Well is it with us and with you!
Praise be to God that we have drunk the crimson wine from
the cup of glory and the sweet white water from the chalices
of the cloud of mystery.

And whatsoever pearls of oneness and glorification you had
concealed within the shell of might and praise became mani-
fest, and whatever rare jewels and subtle allusions that were
treasured in the seas of words were mentioned. Indeed, you
have adorned the heavens of eloquence with the stars of flu-
ency and embellished the ocean of grandeur with the pearls of
love and generosity. It is as though the breathings of the Holy
Spirit appear from the effect of your pen and the effulgences
of the light of fellowship shine forth from its letters. I have
drunk the sweetness of eternal life from a draught of love and
partaken of the taste of everlasting fruits from the cup-bearer
of affection.

And although during this period there may have been some
shortcoming in sending missives and conveying them, the cause
was not lack of love, but rather that no trustworthy bearer or
clear messenger was at hand. Otherwise, no laxity has occurred
in the cord of friendship and no weakness has befallen the
handle of unity. God willing, hereafter you shall be the place
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of manifestation and emergence of the degrees of fellowship
and delight.

However, much sorrow and grief has appeared due to your ill-
ness and poor health. God willing, you will write with the glad
tidings of the removal of your ailment and the occurrence of
joy together with health.
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BHO04421

To: Mulla Husayn Qazvini

He is the Living

The Falcon of lofty dominion spread its wings anew and soared;
and the Raven of jealousy ascended from the western horizon
of the soul, and was established upon the heights of the clouded
realm of power. At its rising that silent dove set the garden of
glory in tumult, and the nightingale of the holy meads, in the
kingdom of intimacy, sang forth with a speech that is sancti-
fied above letter and voice. By one strain, the veils of majesty
were rent asunder, the pavilions of exaltation were laid low;
and by another strain, that Spirit of everlastingness brought
solace out of the city of fidelity, and the light of reunion tasted
the delicate graces from the attraction of the Ringdove. And
the lamp of oneness kindled a light of camphor, and the pure
Essence of Nothingness reared the banner of the Eternal upon
the mountain of revelation; and the light of self-subsistence,
within the crystal of the hidden being, set aflame the fire of sin-
gleness, after sanctifying it, from the niche of Names. Blessed
the soul that is guided by that light, and happy the being that
is warmed by that fire. Thereupon say:

Create in me a pure heart, O my God, and renew a tranquil
conscience within me, O my Hope! Through the spirit of power
confirm Thou me in Thy Cause, O my Best-Beloved, and by
the light of Thy glory reveal unto me Thy path, O Thou the
Goal of my desire! Through the power of Thy transcendent
might lift me up unto the heaven of Thy holiness, O Source of
my being, and by the breezes of Thine eternity gladden me, O
Thou Who art my God! Let Thine everlasting melodies breathe
tranquillity on me, O my Companion, and let the riches of
Thine ancient countenance deliver me from all except Thee,
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O my Master, and let the tidings of the revelation of Thine
incorruptible Essence bring me joy, O Thou Who art the most
manifest of the manifest and the most hidden of the hidden!
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BHO04415

To: Baha’is of Ardistan

He is He

2 These are the days of tests, and the seas of differences and
trials are surging, and the standards of doubtful things are
raised from every corner in corruption and loss. It is known

that no veiling is more severe than being veiled from the Truth,

and no fire is hotter than separation from Him.

3 At every moment take refuge in God, in the Manifestation of
His Self, and act according to what is His good-pleasure - for
this is the fruit of existence and the mystery of the intended
purpose. Then rest upon the most elevated pavilions and the
most impregnable strongholds.

Let not the call of some of the hosts of negation cause you to
doubt, and be not heedless of the Truth, for in every Revelation
such differences have appeared. But God will establish His
Cause, and God will manifest His light though the corrupt
may detest it. In all days be watchful over the Cause of God,
avoid negation, and dwell in the land of affirmation.

5 Be prostrate before that Essential Reality Who has ever been
and will ever be seated upon the throne of glory. No sanctified
and holy being has ever praised His sacred Essence, for He has
ever described His glory through His own glorious Essence and
praised His bounty through His own bountiful Identity. All
bounties have prostrated themselves before His bounty and all
glories will bow down before the manifestations of His glory, for

everything will come into being through the glory of His bounty.

So glorified, glorified is He above what the wrongdoers say!

BKOG.109x, GPB.115x
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BH04474

To: Aga Mirza Aqa Kashani

He is the Living One! The Nightingale of Sinai calls out: “To
Me, O people of immortality!” The Nightingale of faithful-
ness calls out: “To Me, O people of fidelity!” The Hoopoe of
the divine presence warbles: “To Me, O companions of guid-
ance!” The Dove trills: “To Me, O Most Holy One in the Most
Glorious Kingdom!” - that they may witness how joy walks be-
fore the Face. And then place the crown of glorification upon
whomsoever Thou pleasest. His honor Aqa Muhammad Isma’il
has turned toward the Most Exalted Point and the First Word,
and these verses are mentioned - though they are in Persian,
yet there is no harm in it:

O Love! T am by Thee bewildered and distracted, And through-
out all the world known for my madness. In the book of those
possessed, with my name do they begin, Though ere this I
was foremost among the wise. O Wine-Seller mine! Source
of my fervor! From Thee comes my cry - I am the reed-flute,
Thou the Player! If Thou wishest me to live, breathe into me
a breath, For I am dead these hundred years, while Thou art
Life like Christ’s. First art Thou and Last art Thou, Manifest
art Thou and Hidden art Thou, Veiled from every eye, yet in
plain sight art Thou!

But through divine might and heavenly power and the grace
of the Eternal Lord, one must be seated upon the carpet of
light and traverse the expanse of spirit, until all limitations
are witnessed without limitation, and all names and traces are
seen without stigma or designation. This is the station of the
highest horizon and the Most Glorious Tree and the Tree of
Paradise and the Ultimate Fruit. Blessed then are they that
know it and drink of it and eat of it and attain unto it.
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He is God! Glorified art Thou, O my God, my Beloved! This
is a servant who hath drunk from the stream of Thy attraction
and love, and hath been seized by the flames of the fire of Thy
love, and hath attained unto such a station that he could not
endure separation and remoteness from Thee. He drew near
with his heart and feet until he reached the paradise of Thy
oneness and won the presence of the tree of Thy singleness be-
fore the sanctuary of Thy beauty. He sought Thy leave until
he entered within the precincts of Thy mercy in the sanctu-
ary of nearness and reunion with Thee, and heard the holy
melodies in the highest paradise, and beheld the Beauty of the
Divine Identity in the most exalted horizon, and reached such
nearness that the clouds of Thy generosity and favor and the
rain-clouds of Thy grace and bounty were showered upon him
to a degree that none can reckon save Thee alone.

Thou wilt surely remove, O my God, the veil of the coverings
from the eyes of Thy creation and the covering of darkness from
the sight of Thy creatures, that all may witness the wonders of
Thy tender mercies toward Thy loved ones and the manifesta-
tions of Thy bounties toward Thy servants, and that all who
are in the heavens and on earth may be assured that Thou art
God, there is none other God but Thee. Through Thy power
Thou dost raise up the lowly and through Thy might Thou dost
bring low the proud. Glorified art Thou, glorified art Thou, O
my God!

Therefore, since Thou hast confirmed Thy favors upon Thy ser-
vant who hath turned his face toward Thee and set his course
toward Thy direction, perfect then Thy generosity toward him
and complete Thy loving care in his regard, that the breezes
of Thy eternal life may blow upon him and the rivers of Thy
perpetual knowledge may flow through his heart, that he may
enter the city of Thy presence and dwell in the garden of Thy
eternity. Verily Thou art the Mighty, the Exalted, the Power-
ful, the Most High.
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He is God Al

A remembrance from this servant to her who believed, was
then guided, and returned to her homeland of nearness in the
presence of her Lord, the Most Exalted; who heard the call of
her Lord from the Divine Lote Tree and was attracted by the
holy melodies in the Most Glorious Horizon.

Therefore, give thanks unto God for having acquainted thee
with His most resplendent Beauty, for having provided thee
with the fruits of eternity from the Farthest Tree, for having
honored thee with holy glances from the Most Exalted Scene,
and for having strengthened thee with the Spirit in what He
commanded and revealed. This is a bounty that none of un-
derstanding can surpass.

Glorified be He Who perfected His handiwork in what He ut-
tered and revealed, and Whose beauty shone forth upon all
who are in the heavens and beneath the soil. Verily, there is
no God but Him, and from the Greatest Scene He giveth to
drink unto the detached ones from the ocean of that which
was concealed and hidden, and He tormenteth the hypocrites
in a blazing, raging fire, and He sendeth down upon the peo-
ple of eternity from the clouds of grace that which cannot be
counted.

Thus doth the Dove of the Spirit warble in the morning and
the evening, [calling] the people to the paradise of nearness
in the Most Exalted Chambers. Say: Then did the angels of
the Cause descend once again, speaking with the melody of
paradise in the Most Glorious Horizon. Hearken then unto
what God hath revealed through His tongue in that which He
mentioned and proclaimed. He guideth the way for whosoever
is thankful and faithful, and He calleth: “Grieve not for any-
thing of this world’s affairs, but rather rejoice in what hath
been ordained for thee in His nearest arc.”

And the Spirit be upon those who follow guidance.
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BHO04651

To: Jinab-i-Vazir Mirza Muhammad Nuri

His Excellency the Minister [O] Muhammad! The divine fra-
grance has wafted from this glorious raiment, that thou mayest
become among the faithful Josephs in the Egypt of the Meet-
ing, written by the Pen of Glory upon the Tablet of eternity
with the spirit.

He is His Excellency the Minister who, praise be to God, hath
been sustained from the cup of richness and hath drunk from
the wine of independence. He hath entered the supreme garden
and reposed beneath the Most Exalted Tree. He hath ascended
from the dusty earth to the most glorious horizon, and from the
lowest clay to the uttermost Tree. He hath traversed in a single
step the stations of the attraction of longing that lie within
“the distance of two bow-lengths,” and with a single breath
hath attained the twin stations and the stations of rapture
and taste. He hath journeyed through the pure city of the
Sheba of love as it truly is, and hath fully comprehended the
phoenix of the heaven of existence. He hath beheld the mighty
ocean of unity as though it were a stream, and regarded the sun
of the exaltation of glorification as though it were but a star.
At times he hath observed the levels of the supreme throne in
the depths of the nethermost earth, and at times he hath rent
asunder the veils of the pavilions of might and majesty.

With all these divine affairs and occupations with the manifes-
tations of the Lord of Oneness, how can there be time to give
news of the ancient friends who are outcasts in different lands
and rejected among the servants? Yet God willing, an oppor-
tunity shall be granted unto you that they may remember the
loved ones. And God loveth those who remember and those
who are remembered.
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In the name of our Lord, the Most High! Glorified be He Who
hath sent down the verses in truth through an Arabic tongue
most clear. These are verses wherein every wise decree hath
been expounded, revealed with such eternal melodies that all
creation together is powerless to comprehend them. Therein
lieth a consummate wisdom that none save the sincere ones can
understand. Thus do We impart unto thee from the melodies
of the Spirit and guide thee in the paths of guidance from God,
the All-Powerful, the Almighty.

2 Know thou that God hath accepted your deeds in that ye have
trodden the paths of holiness and entered the land where the
temples of them that are nigh cast off their sandals, and ye
have ascended the heights of nearness and attained the pres-
ence of the Spirit in that seat wherein shine forth the suns
of resplendent glory. Thus doth He bestow His bounty upon
whomsoever He willeth of His servants, and forgive their mis-
deeds, and cause them to enter the paradise of nearness, and
nourish them with the fruits of paradise.

3 Therefore give thanks unto God for having strengthened thee
through His Cause and admitted thee into the Egypt of cer-
titude and brought thee out of darkness into light in days
wherein the pillars of the sincere ones were shaken. Thus have
We imparted unto thee the melodies of holiness and sheltered
thee in the paradise of nearness and made thee to be of them
that stand firm in the stations of love.

Strive thou within thyself to attain unto the seat of nearness
and to be of them that are firmly grounded in the religion of
God. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon them who are
illumined by the lights of a mighty throne.
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Glorified art Thou, O my God! How can I move my lips in re-
membrance of Thee when I know that my remembrance and my
existence are as nothing in the presence of the manifestations
of Thy sovereign might and nonexistent before the revelations
of Thy holy eternity? And how can I remain silent before the
sanctuary of Thy oneness when Thy love hath seized the reins
from me and moveth me as it willeth, such that I am rendered
powerless in its hands and can neither bear to be patient in
Thy love nor endure to carry out Thy command?

And if I restrain the tongue from the wondrous utterances in
describing Thee, by Thy might my heart raiseth the banners
of Thy remembrance, and if I withhold the heart from what
it experienceth lest anyone discover my love for Thee, by Thy
beauty my spirit soareth in the heaven of Thy nearness and
wingeth its flight in the atmosphere of reunion with Thee, and
if I prevent my feet from walking in Thy path, I witness that
hands are raised toward the garden of Thy glory and the city
of meeting with Thee.

3 Glorified art Thou, O my God! How can one be restrained who
was created with Thy love and whose essence was kneaded with
the water of Thy love and whose being was dissolved by the
drops of nearness to Thee and whose heart was burned with
the fire of reunion with Thee?

Therefore I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy First Light and
by Thy Last Manifestation, that Thou make this servant, who
hath stood at the door of Thy might and prostrated himself
in the dust in submission to Thy command, steadfast in Thy
love, yielding to Thy sovereignty, turning toward the sanctuary
of Thy beauty, and consecrated to the Ka’bah of Thy glory.
Verily Thou art powerful over whatsoever Thou willest, and
verily Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-Subsisting.
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He is the Mighty, the Beautiful b o) s

This is a letter from this servant to her who hath believed in
God and was among the devout ones in the pavilion of holiness,
content, and who believed in God her Lord and ascended until
she attained unto a Day which was ordained in the Mother
Book, and who followed the religion of the Bayan and walked
upon a path that was stretched forth in the loftiest Paradise.

3 O handmaiden of God! Give thanks unto thy Lord for what
He hath bestowed upon thee through His grace and made thee
to be raised up from the dust of the spirit in the holy atmo-
sphere. Then be content with what God hath ordained for thee
and bestowed thee upon a servant who was mentioned by the
name of God, and grieve not over anything, neither be thou
distressed by adversity. Put thy trust in God - verily He will
protect thee from the darts of the idolatresses and will render
thee victorious in the pavilion of glory. Thus do We cast upon
thee from the verses which the hearts of the people of eternity
could never comprehend, even were all who are in the kingdom
to gather together, that thou mayest rejoice in thy spirit and
ascend unto the tabernacles of love which were raised up in the
precincts of rapture.

1 Say: O women of the earth! Deprive not yourselves, and keep
not distant from a Law which hath trickled down from the
clouds of grace. Soon shall all that hath been spread out to-
day of the ornaments of the world be rolled up, and God shall
gather you together in a presence which was inscribed as bind-
ing upon all the worlds. At that time, ye shall find for your-
selves no helper, and God shall seize you with a fire which was
kindled in your hearts.
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To: Ali

He is the Everlasting above all things!

O ‘Ali! Ages and cycles have passed, yet thou wert not present
before Our face, nor didst thou hear the melodies of the Dove
upon the branches of eternity. It is as though thou wert veiled
by a mighty veil. Yet God forgiveth whom He willeth among
His creatures, and exalteth those who have detached them-
selves unto Him and dwelt in the paradise of holiness with joy.

If thou hadst known of Our love for thee and through thee, thou
wouldst have traversed the path with thine eyes to reach the
divine pavilion in the court of manifest glory. But that which
was decreed from thee was decreed, and God shall grant thee
what thou hast missed and bestow upon thee from His grace
that which shall make thee independent of all the worlds.

Then shalt thou soar in the atmosphere of nearness and witness
the Kingdom of grace in the realm of reunion, and become
acquainted with the mysteries of the Divine Essence, and pass
over the dominion and cross the path like lightning from a
cloud of resplendent glory.

Therefore give thanks unto God for what He hath given thee,
and cast the Spirit upon thee, and taught thee the ways of
guidance, and provided thee with the fruits of eternity in the
gardens of sublime light. Thus have We shown Our favor unto
thee and raised unto thee this heaven and sent thee this Tablet
that it may be unto thee glad-tidings from God and preserve
thee from the hosts of Satan.

; And glory be upon thee and upon those who have detached

themselves unto God and were among the patient ones.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

e K G U
sl s 035 O K G s B Je b0
G oS SCOE T ol e LB ol
e op Ty o Bl iy Sy e Ol
o3p G158 5 ) ksl pﬁﬂ‘ [,

s 3

bl Ky K b calbl Y S
S el S5y d) ad Shm ol
e b S @ Sy e e dele
dizp o Shan 5 Ko 0l bl K
S K Sen e

G ol o e a5 o A o 3
de oot 3 b5l Wl o) oS
Sl o s G Bl e 2 5 S

A
Koz A SH L & 6 13
VA o Sy y sl &:\GJ
jsﬁ#ﬂh&f;@*ﬁ&“bé
£ s (STl T Vs S L,
s o Shig 5 Al e blay ST 0S5

bl

1567 5 A pmbha) ) e 5 e ST
Q;;,L.aj\ o

BLIB_ Or15696.198b

137



Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863) BH05440
BHO05440
He is the Ever-Living, the Most Exalted, the Peerless b ,d) Al :}\ »

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is a handmaiden who hath
believed in Thee and in Thy signs, who hath entered upon the
couch of holiness at the dawning-place of Thy Beauty and the
dayspring of union with Thee, who hath reclined upon the
throne of the divine Essence on the carpet of Thy glory and
meeting with Thee, and who hath attained to the pure essence
of grace when Thou didst choose her for Thyself, and hath been
joined to the very essence of mercy when Thou didst select her
for Thy love. Glorified, glorified art Thou! How great is Thy
care for her condition, and how mighty is Thy favor toward
her soul, inasmuch as Thou hast honored her with the garment
of divinity and illumined her with the lights of lordship, and
caused her to hear the melodies of glory from the Eternal, and
favored her with the songs of majesty from the One. How lofty
are the wonders of Thy mercy toward her! How sweet are the
gems of Thy grace concerning her! By Thy might! This servant
is powerless to mention a single letter regarding how Thou hast
honored her and chosen her and selected her and exalted her,
and what Thou hast ordained concerning her condition and
fulfilled for her and through her and upon her. Therefore, I
beseech Thee, O my God, by the first one whom Thou didst
call and who answered Thee, and by the last one whom Thou
didst manifest and who proclaimed Thee, that Thou make her
content with Thee and patient in Thee. Then preserve her
from every disease and affliction, and grant her that which will
bring comfort to her eyes, that she may inherit through Thy
grace and be a proof of Thee and a path unto Thee. For verily
Thou art the Giver of whatsoever Thou willest, and Thou art
the Best of inheritors.
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BHO05441

To: Sister of Zair, in Khurasan

He is He P P

> Glorified art Thou, O my God! T call upon Thee in this hour
when I am immersed in the oceans of Thy good-pleasure and
am clinging, amid the billows of time, to the ark of Thy lov-
ing care. All praise be to Thee, O my God, for having per-
fected Thy bounty upon me and upon the sincere ones among
Thy servants, inasmuch as Thou hast caused to shine upon
them the lights of Thy holy eternity and the mysteries of the
mighty heaven of Thy oneness, and hast enriched all through
the sovereignty of Thy loving care by making known to them
the pathway of Thy Lordship and the outpourings of Thy guid-
ance, and hast caused them to dwell in the precincts of Thy
mercy, and hast sent down upon them the holy verses of Thy
sovereignty.

Glorified, glorified art Thou! Who is able to befittingly praise
Thee or to thank Thee as beseemeth Thy favors and blessings?
By Thy might! All are powerless to offer beautiful praise unto
Thee, and all mankind is bewildered before the wondrous to-
kens of Thy generosity. I beseech Thee at this moment, by the
fire of Thy Being and the light of Thy eternity, to grant this
handmaiden that which she hath asked of Thee from the won-
ders of Thy grace. Then preserve her from every illness and
calamity, honor her with Thy presence and Thy riches, cause
her to enter beneath the shadow of Thy tenderness and gen-
erosity, and grant her the good of this world and the next if she
hath believed in Thee and in Thy signs and in that which Thou
hast sent down upon Thy most exalted Countenance from the
wondrous verses of Thy glory and the comprehensive tokens
of Thy wisdom. Then make her among the inheritors in the
earth.
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To: Aga Mirza Rida Quli brother of Baha’u’llah

O Aqa Mirza Rida-Quli! He is God, the Exalted! Although the
book of lovers cannot be completed through utterance, and the
letter of the yearning ones cannot be finished by the pen of pos-
sibility, yet if one cannot attain an ocean of reunion, one must
be content with a dewdrop of remembrance. For some time no
bird has taken wing from the city of nearness to Sheba, and
no nightingale has appeared in the rose garden. It seems that
either the custom of fidelity has vanished from the people of
eternity, or the free spirits no longer harbor grief of separation
in their hearts, or else the friends do not need a material mes-
senger to reach their goal and are not veiled by the barrier of
remoteness. Without a messenger they send letters, and with
the heart they share secrets. Without a pen they write, and
without meeting they seek reunion, and in the very midst of
separation they attain to nearness. Yes, these stations are true,
but they are the portion of the heart, not the share of water
and clay. Though the spirit may rejoice in spiritual sustenance,
yet the body requires physical nourishment. The outward ear
needs an outer melody, while the inner ear yearns for divine
harmonies. The eye of mystery beholds eternal beauty, while
the physical eye witnesses horizonal majesty. Therefore what
is acceptable is to distribute and apportion all stations in their
proper measure.
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BHO05672

To: Siyyid Mihdi Dahaji et al.

In the Name of Our Lord, the Most Exalted

O Mihdi! We have heard the melodies of thy secret heart and
the raptures of thy breast in thy love for God, thy immersion in
Him, and thy passionate devotion to His loved ones, as though
thou hadst attained the heights of nearness and reached the
treasuries of holiness.
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Be assured that We have not forgotten thee, and that thou
art ever present before Us, and We behold thee at all times.
Yet We counsel thee to fear the one true God and follow the
guidance of the Eternal, lest heedlessness overtake thee or tem-
poral concerns preoccupy thee. Sanctify thyself from all that
veils thee from the beauty of the Divine Essence, in such wise
that thou shalt dwell only in His remembrance, walk only in
His name, sleep only by His leave, arise only at His bidding,
drink only of His love, gaze only upon His beauty, seek only
His presence, and desire only His meeting, that thou mayest
enter the City of Immortality in the most exalted Paradise,
attain unto every good, and find every light, and be in truth
the guided one as thou art named. All this is counsel for thee:
act thou upon it and keep it ever before thine eyes, that thou
mayest be numbered with the people of the spirit in the most
exalted Paradise.
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BHO05705

To: Bigum Jan Jan Bigum

He is, He is He

This letter descending from the pure essence of acceptance is
to the land of those who are delighted, and God willing, after
its arrival it shall be accepted. Every letter that was written
by anyone and to any place, and every fragrance and melody
that was made manifest by any soul and from anywhere, was
from you and has returned to you. What else do you seek?
You carry an ocean of the Beloved upon your shoulders yet
speak of seeking; you hold a universe of the Loved One in your
heart yet search for union with the Friend. All these are from
the essence of grace and pure justice with which you have been
favored.

For some time there was no news of you in the visible world.
Some said you had taken residence in the monastery, while
others pointed to the mosque saying you had secluded yourself
there. I said this bewildered, passionate one finds rest nowhere
but in the divine sanctuary, and this wanderer of separation
takes seclusion nowhere but in the Lord’s Ka’bah. It is known
that the bird of love soars not without mention of the Friend,
and the joyous heart flourishes not except in remembrance of
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the Light. In any case, since your whereabouts were unknown,
mention was delayed, otherwise you shall never be forgotten.

[BESEPW r)\m ‘;;J;Lc’" 38w O b
a2 sl Giels £a Yl a2 53 L

INBA38:045b, INBA36:379b

BHO05720

He is the One Who prevails in His Cause, the All-Knowing, the
Most Great

These are the verses of holiness sent down in truth, wherein is
mentioned every wise matter and wherein is that which draws
those who have believed near to the seats of paradise in the
Ridvan of luminous nearness. O servant, know that God has
ordained for you in the Book a station of glorious honor, in
that you have migrated unto God and endured heat and cold

in His path and have entered upon a shore of mighty holiness.

All this is a bounty from God and His mercy upon you and
upon those who dwell in the arenas of grandeur, then hasten
therein. Therefore rejoice within yourself, then give thanks to
God your Creator in His days, in that He has given you of
the wonders of His favor and caused you to know His Self in
the manifestations of His holiness and made you among the
guided ones. Turn with your whole being to your Beloved,
then detach yourself from all else, and this is better for you
than the heavens and earth and all that the sun shines upon,
if you be of those possessed of certitude. Thus does the Dove
teach you from the mysteries of eternity and draw you near
unto God, the Protector, the Mighty, the Generous. And the
Spirit be upon you and upon those who have turned toward
God before a time, or after a time, or at the time of times.
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BHO05789

To: Mirza Hadi, in Qazvin

He is the Living One! The morn of Divine Unity has dawned
from the orient of the soul, and the lights of the radiance of
the Sinai of Oneness have appeared from the dawning-place
of contingent being. The temples of existence have returned
to the realm of spirit clothed in the garment of the return of
light, and the mighty remains of beings have been reclothed in
the robe of eternal life after unveiling the degrees of separation
and remoteness, so that the word “we” in “we shall return” may
return, and the letters of “to the One” may be established in
“verily your God is One,” that after return they may go forth
and after going forth they may return, until the Eternal Dove
upon the boughs of the Divine Lote Tree recites the verse “Even
as We originated the first creation, so shall We bring it back
again.”

This is the Primary Countenance in the form of the Ultimate,
and the Outward Face in the form of the Inward, that the Word
may be fulfilled which was sent down in the Book that “He is
the First and the Last, and the Outward and the Inward, and
He is knowing of all things.”

The herald of the land of Qaf has arrived in the land of sorrow
with your letter bearing glad tidings, and has delivered it to
the Ultimate Countenance. Praise be to God that infinite joy
has come from the Primordial Word, and delight and gladness
have appeared from its signs. Send greetings to all who circle
round and to the holy countenances and the veiled believing
women.
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BHO05799

To: Mulla Rajab-Ali

He is God, the Ever-Living, the All-Compelling, the Self-

Subsisting

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who can never be
numbered, Who abideth upon the throne of Thy majesty in the
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heights of elevation, might and splendor, and Who can never
be limited, Who dwelleth upon the seat of Thy sovereignty in
the loftiness of power, strength and grandeur. All who are en-
raptured stand before the gate of the city of Thy mercy, and all
who are enchanted yearn for the manifestations of the light of
Thy countenance, and all who journey forth traverse the path-
ways of Thy lordship, and all who arrive drink from the wine of
Thy bounty. I beseech Thee by Him Whom Thou hast made
the All-Compelling over all created things, the Self-Subsisting
over all existence, and the Ever-Living in the kingdom of earth
and heaven, to cause the ark of my reality to sail upon the
sea of Thine essence, that I may bring forth from the depths of
the ocean of Thy greatness the pearls of Thy eternality and the
fish of Thine everlastingness, so that none may be seen except
Thee, and no soul may turn to aught but Thee, and all may
turn their faces to the court of Thy holiness, and all in the
lands may hasten to the carpet of Thy intimacy, and may be-
hold naught save the pure vision of Thy countenance, and may
drink only from the wine of Thy grace from the hands of Thy
attraction, and may taste only of the fruits of Thy bounty from
the tree of Thine eternity. There is no God but Thee. Verily,
we all worship Thee and bow down before Thy countenance.
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BHO05800

To: Iskandar

He is God! Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou seest my
dwelling place before Thee and my habitation in Thy lands,
wherein I find none to love but Thee and none to seek but
Thee. All creation longeth to attain Thy presence and all be-
ings hope to visit Thy countenance. I beseech Thee at this
moment by the splendor of Thy holy lights wherewith Thou
hast illumined all existing things, and by the radiance of Thy
attractive grace wherewith Thou hast caused all created things
to shine forth, and by the perpetuity of Thy Essence whereby
Thou hast drawn unto Thee all renowned things, and by the
camphor of Thy Identity whereby Thou hast entranced the
hearts of the purified ones, that Thou make us submissive to
Thy sovereignty, yearning for Thy countenance, hastening to
the dwelling places of Thy holy glory and gazing upon the gar-
ments of Thy oneness. For in Thy hand is the kingdom of the
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throne and the cloud, and the dominion of might and splendor.
Thou art the One Who hath power to do as Thou willest, how-
soever Thou willest. Verily Thou art the All-Compelling, the
Self-Subsisting.

2 Therefore, O my God, send Thy blessings upon the first one
who was illumined by Thy light and who shone forth through
the dawning of the sun of Thy Self-Subsistence and who was
made resplendent through the resplendence of the moon of Thy
sanctity, and upon those who entered Thy most exalted Par-
adise and Thy most glorious Ridvan and who drank from the
cup of Thy love in the most sublime heights and the most shel-
tered habitations. Verily Thou art the Bestower of whatsoever
Thou willest through whatsoever means Thou willest. Verily
Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved.
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Lawh-i-Maryam &
To: Maryam, cousin of Baha’u’llah

In the Name of the Living One! O Maryam! Mihdi arrived
in Baghdad with a handful of eternal provisions and a bundle
from Muhammad-‘Ali, along with news neither new nor won-
drous. A world of ears would be needed to hear this message.
All the accounts are from the late Sadr and their narratives
from the disorderly versifier. And furthermore he mentioned
your grief, that you were sorrowful and distressed due to sepa-
ration and the death of your sons. This is exceedingly strange,
for through God’s grace you have been given to drink from the
Tavern of Light and have been nourished by the pure wine. All
relationships are linked to you and all spirits refer back to you.
What then causes your despondency and why are you sorrow-
ful? Have you ever heard of an ocean weeping from separation
from a river, or the sun pursuing fearfully after a star? Sever
the head of heedlessness that you may raise up the mystery of
“Verily, unto Him we return.” The new creation encompasses
all things, for in the new creation there is no room for imper-
fection, lest “Blessed be God, the Most Perfect of Creators” be
rendered false and meaningless. Beyond this I am not permit-
ted to speak, and greetings upon all.

LTDT.303x
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BHO06296

To: Husayn, in Qazvin

From the sweet-scented streams of Thine eternity give me to
drink, O my God, and of the fruits of the tree of Thy being
enable me to taste, O my Hope! From the crystal springs of
Thy love suffer me to quaff, O my Glory, and beneath the
shadow of Thine everlasting providence let me abide, O my
Light! Within the meadows of Thy nearness, before Thy pres-
ence, make me able to roam, O my Beloved, and at the right
hand of the throne of Thy mercy seat me, O my Desire! From
the fragrant breezes of Thy joy let a breath pass over me, O
my Goal, and into the heights of the paradise of Thy reality let
me gain admission, O my Adored One! To the melodies of the
dove of Thy oneness suffer me to hearken, O Resplendent One,
and through the spirit of Thy power and Thy might quicken
me, O my Provider! In the spirit of Thy love keep me steadfast,
O my Succorer, and in the path of Thy good-pleasure set firm
my steps, O my Maker! Within the garden of Thine immor-
tality, before Thy countenance, let me abide for ever, O Thou
Who art merciful unto me, and upon the seat of Thy glory
stablish me, O Thou Who art my Possessor! To the heaven
of Thy loving-kindness lift me up, O my Quickener, and unto
the Day-Star of Thy guidance lead me, O Thou my Attractor!
Before the revelations of Thine invisible spirit summon me to
be present, Thou Who art my Origin and my Highest Wish,
and unto the essence of the fragrance of Thy beauty, which
Thou wilt manifest, cause me to return, O Thou Who art my

God!

2 Potent art Thou to do what pleasest Thee. Thou art, verily,
the Most Exalted, the All-Glorious, the All-Highest.
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BHO06396

To: Fatimih Khanum

Fatimih Khanum
In the name of the Friend!

Mahd-i ‘Ulya says, ‘Letters written to the Iraqi friends would
be better in the Persian tongue.’ 1 say that they are also in-
formed of the melodies of Hijaz. She says that the accents of
Iraq are more appealing. 1 say that the melody of Hijaz is
more beloved, for members of the Household have drunk deep
from the Kawthar of enchantment and quaffed from the ocean
of oneness. They have issued forth from the innate Nature and
have sprung from the heavenly Branch. To those endowed with
innate ability all tongues are one and all accents proceed from
the Beloved. They may find the melody of the Nightingale
of Hijaz to be enchanting but the warbling of the Songbird of
Persia to be intoxicating. All lamentations emanate from the
heart. Should those invested with the power of hearing hear-
ken, they would most certainty offer up their souls. However,
this bird of the spirit hath other utterances in another tongue.

O sister! Shouldst thou hearken with the ear of the spirit, thou
wouldst abandon thy veil and direct thy steps in thy Brother’s
path until, in thy quest for reunion, thou dost lay down thy life.
A thousand Hijazi eagles obey this Iraqi Bird and a thousand
celestial birds serve this Mystic Dove.

Upon thee be greetings, O My sister.

LTDT.282

BH11791

He is God, the Most High, the Supreme

2 This is a mention in a Book from the servant to her who hath

believed in God and was recorded among the devout ones in
the holy scrolls. O dawning-place of love! Fear God, thy Lord,
and place thy trust in Him. Then remember Him in thy heart,
that thou mayest be numbered among those who remember,
recorded in the Mother Book. Be thou gladdened at all times,
and let not the evil happenings cause thee grief. The world
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and its people shall pass away, but sovereignty shall remain
with God, thy Lord. This is an irrevocable decree from God,
thy Lord. He it is Who hath ordained the destiny of all things
in a Book that standeth as a witness to the truth. And if
thou findest the people heedless of the Cause and intoxicated

with love, turn away from them and set thy face toward God.

Such was the decree issued from the Dayspring of eternity at
the breaking of this morn. Be thou assured of God’s favor
toward thee. He shall restore unto thee that which was taken
from thee and shall grant thee what thou desirest of Him. His
mercy toward thee is evident as the sun. Glorified be He Who
sendeth down verses in truth, that they may serve as a proof
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To: Muhammad

He is God! Allys

O Muhammad! Days have passed and We have not heard from
the bird of thy heart the melodies of love, nor have We found
from thee the sweet savors of longing and affection. It is as
though thou hast forgotten Us and forgotten the stations of
reunion while the breezes of grace wafted upon thee. And if
thou forgettest Us, verily We do not forget thee, and if thou
art heedless of Our remembrance, verily We are not heedless
of thee. Return, then, to what thou wert before, for the world
and its ornaments and its embellishments will profit thee not.
What will profit thee is detachment from all save Him and thy
turning unto God. Hearken, then, unto Me, and deprive not
thy soul of divine meanings, nor thine ear from hearing the
melodies of oneness, nor thine eyes from beholding the beauty
of the Divine Identity, nor thy feet from standing firm in the
Cause of God that hath been sent down, nor thy hands from
being raised to the heaven of bounty. Ponder, then, upon thy
affair, and choose for thyself what thou desirest. But if thou
wouldst hearken unto Me, choose that which will draw thee
nigh unto the meeting with thy Beloved and will unite thee
with thy Lord and thy Goal. And peace be upon him who
followeth guidance.
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BHO06433

To: Khabbazul-Mahbub, in Ardikan

O Baker of the Divine Unity! We testify concerning thee that
thou hast fulfilled thy covenant and performed that which thou
didst accept in the atoms of eternity. Therefore God hath
rewarded thee from Us with a reward that none in the realm
hath ever surpassed. It is as though through thy being God
created all bakers, for the purpose of these and the cause of
their existence is their recognition of their Creator and their
service unto Him, and none among them hath attained unto
this save thee. Therefore give thanks unto God, thy Creator,
for this and be thou of the thankful ones.

2 Then know thou that We have not forgotten thee, nor thy
father, nor those who have followed the Cause of God, the
Mighty, the Wise. But We counsel thee to patience and re-
liance upon God. Verily He will suffice thee against every
deceitful sinner. Thus do We impart unto thee that which
will tranquilize thee in this great alarm. Though separation
causeth hearts to burn, yet patience after My command is
sweeter than all that is sweet. Then convey from Us remem-
brance to the servants who are in thy household and give them
glad tidings of a holy and manifest paradise. And the Spirit
be upon thee and upon those who have been patient seeking
the face of God, the Mighty, the Wise.
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He is the Most Exalted, the Most High! This is a mention of
the Book from the servant to him who hath believed in God
and who was recorded among those near to God in the scrolls
of eternity.

This is the Shore of Eternity in the Ocean of Paradise, upon
the depths of fire, nigh unto the manifestation of the Mount of
Sinai. Enter thou therein, that thou mayest witness the stars of
wisdom in the heaven of this knowledge, and that thou mayest
learn the mysteries of creation from the Creator of existence,
and soar in the holy atmosphere, and that thou mayest worship
God upon His eternal path, and find the breezes of nearness
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from the paradise of eternity at the right hand of this spot,
and abide eternally in the garden of life.

Thus did We cast unto thee before the Truth, and shelter
thee in the Paran of love, and send thee this garment that
thou mightest be recorded in the Preserved Tablet by the All-
Compelling Pen among the names of the righteous.

Know thou then that We have witnessed thy letter and have
comprehended therein the decree of thy heart, and We have
sent unto thee two talismans that thou mayest be preserved
from all afflictions and from the fire of self.
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INBA51:619¢, LHKM3.060
BHO06533
To: Hadi
He is God, exalted is He Sl &) 5n

2 A letter from this servant to him who has believed in guidance
and who in these days has held fast to the Sure Handle. O
servant! Give thanks unto God for His path which hath been
raised up in truth, and think not evil thoughts of God, nor
follow those in whose hearts thou findest hatred for this ser-
vant of God. Trust in Him and hold fast unto Him. Verily
He preserveth His servants and aideth whomsoever He willeth
among His creation, and exalteth those who have detached
themselves unto Him. Thus hath the decree been irrevocably
ordained from the heaven of wisdom by God’s command. Say:
O people! Fear God and follow not your own selves, nor do
what your passions bid you. Rather, follow that which the
Spirit inspires in you, and then what God hath revealed in the
Book which hath been concealed from the idolaters. These are
the ways of truth which We have taught thee in truth, that
thou mayest walk along the paths which have been extended
in the heaven of eternity. Thus doth the Spirit inspire thee
with the melodies of Paradise, that thou mayest be witnessed
from the horizon of knowledge in the heaven of this wisdom by
God’s leave.
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He is the Mighty, the Exalted! Z},J\ a4 e

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy servant who hath
migrated from his home until he entered into Thy precincts
and severed himself from all else but Thee and attained unto
Thy presence. He hath been touched on the way by heat and
cold which Thou hast reckoned through Thy Will and preceded
in knowledge through Thy Purpose. Therefore, O my God, I
beseech Thee by Thy Name through which the clouds of Thy
grace were lifted and the rain clouds of Thy bounty poured
forth, that Thou make him steadfast in his love for Thee and
firm in seeking the pathways of Thy good-pleasure. Then pu-
rify his heart with the water of Thy oneness and wash his
inmost heart with the ocean of Thy singleness and illumine
his breast with the lights of Thy holiness, that he may behold
with his eyes Thy wondrous Beauty and hear with his ears Thy
sublime Melodies and mention with his tongue Thy beautiful
remembrances and know with his heart Thy glorious knowl-
edge. For in Thy hand is the dominion of all things and Thou
art, verily, powerful over all things. Therefore, O my God,
send Thy blessings upon the First to appear with Thy Beauty
and the Last to manifest Thy Majesty, and upon Thy exalted
Mirrors and Thy wondrous Letters, and upon those who have
migrated unto Thee and arrived at Thy presence. And this is
easy for Thee to accomplish.
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He is God! Many a true morn has dawned, yet the night of
separation has not ended. How many nightingales have burst
into song in the gardens, yet no bird has warbled a melody from
the city of reunion. It seems the gates of hope have closed and
the gardens of despair have opened. A world lies unconscious
from the sweet wine of reunion, while these emigrants cry out
for but a drop.

When will the dark nights of separation and estrangement fi-
nally end? Even if lovers’ souls should depart their bodies,
when will the messenger of the soul journey from the Sheba of
the Beloved? When will the Egyptian herald bring to the aged
one of Canaan glad tidings of Joseph’s garment? It seems the
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earthly bird soars to the spiritual nest yet fails to attain the
presence of reunion.

Therefore we must drink the poison of divine decree as though
it were sweet honey, and eagerly seek the unerring arrow of
destiny, for submission gives rise to purpose and resignation
brings forth desire - until we see what God has ordained and
what fate has decreed. And peace be upon you.
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To: Hadrat-i-Hadi (Aqa Mirza Hadi)

He is the Guide. O Nuru’llah Ma’navi! May His Holiness the
Guide grant, God willing, and thus hath He willed, that thou
mayest drink from the ocean of health and taste of the wine
of well-being, that thou mayest become a place for the perfect
bounty of God and a mine for the manifestation of His eternal
lights, so that thy friends may rejoice and thine enemies be
blinded - every envious one is in the fire and every envied one
in the mercy of the All-Forgiving.

Mayest thou grow old and reach old age, and each day take a
houri in thine arms and dwell in a palace, so that thou mayest
partake of the hyacinth of her hair and they of the corner
of her eyebrow. Yet not physical houris who possess naught
but appetite and desire naught but money, but rather obtain
spiritual houris and take delight in the divine gathering, that
thou mayest drink of the Kawthar of the spirit and taste of the
fruit of light.

God willing, as long as the morn of inner meanings rises and ap-
pears from the horizon of utterance, mayest thou be illumined
and radiant from the eternal gleam. And peace be upon thee.
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BHO07161

To: Mirza Ali Akbar

He is! Glorified art Thou, O my God! I bear witness at this
moment when the waters of Oneness surge from the might of
the fire of Thine eternity, and call out to Thee with an accent
which none can recognize save those who have ascended to
the heaven of the glory of Thy Self-Subsistence, that Thou art
He Who hath created all beings through Thy power and hath
clothed them with the garment of Thy favor and the robe of
Thy bounty, and hast deposited within them a love from Thee
that they might be enraptured by Thy beauty and be drawn to
the lights of Thy holiness. And Thou hast ordained for them
nothing greater than this and more subtle than this.

Therefore, O my God and my Beloved, have mercy upon those
who have turned unto Thee and hastened to the court of Thy
Cause and sought refuge in the shelter of Thy mercy and the
stronghold of Thy grace, and who have beseeched the gems
of Thy generosity and the treasuries of the outpouring of Thy
bounty and the emblems of Thy forgiveness, and upon him
who hath believed in Thee and in Thy signs.

And as Thou hast made him great in name, make him beloved
in deed, that the sovereignty of Thy power may be manifested
in the dominion of names and deeds, for verily Thou art pow-
erful over all things.
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He is the Mighty!

2 Glorified art Thou, O my God! I call upon Thee in this hour
when the clouds of Thy tribulation have been lifted up, and the
mists of Thy decree have gathered, and the winds of hardship
have blown from the dayspring of Thy Will, and the breezes of
adversity from the setting-place of Thy Purpose - that Thou
art God, the Sovereign, the Ever-Living, Who hath ever been
sanctified from the description of aught else beside Thee and
exalted above the praise of all else except Thyself. Thou didst
create the world of immortality in the heaven of the cloud, and
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made its key from the essence of tribulation. Then didst Thou
bring forth, through Thine ancient craftsmanship, the pearls
of oneness, and then didst veil them, O my God, behind the
veils of Thy protection and the coverings of Thy concealment.
How blessed, then, is he who hath burned away the veils and
rent asunder the shrouds and entered, by the key of Thy Name,
into the city of Thy attributes, and entered, by Thy leave, into
the pavilion of Thy knowledge. This being so, I beseech Thee
by the essence of Thy hidden Name and the wonders of Thy
manifest attributes to make us among those whom nothing
hath deterred from attaining unto Thy presence, though the
rains of Thy wrath and decree should pour down upon them.
Verily, Thou art powerful over this, and omnipotent.
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He is the Ancient, the Self-Subsisting!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Before Thee stand these ser-
vants who have detached themselves from their homes, left
their dwelling places, and traversed the paths of remoteness
until they reached the places of nearness and witnessed in Thy
path the heat of summer and the cold of winter, and were
touched by such tribulations and hardships as Thou knowest
in Thy knowledge and hast numbered through the measures of
Thy Self-Subsistence. Their sole desire was to attain unto Thy
presence, to enter the garden of Thy beauty, to arrive at the
sanctuary of reunion with Thee, to prostrate themselves before
the gate of Thy mercy, and to bow down before Thy counte-
nance. I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy Spirit that hath
filled the heavens and earth, to fill their hearts with the lights
of the holiness of Thy mercy. Then cause the ears of their
inner being to hear the melodies of the might of Thy Lordship,
and enable them to witness with the eyes of their hearts the
wonders of the handiwork of Thine eternity, that they may
detach themselves from all else but Thee and turn with their
whole being to the treasury of meeting with Thee. For in Thy
hand is the kingdom of eternity and in Thy right hand the
dominion of the heaven of unknowingness. Thou doest what
Thou willest and ordainest what Thou pleasest. Verily, Thou
art the All-Compelling, the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting.
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He is God! Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou dost witness
what Thou dost witness, how particles of evil and intimations
of doubt have encompassed me, such that they have prevented
me from entering the city of Thy reunion and soaring in the
atmosphere of the glory of meeting with Thee. I beseech Thee
therefore, O my Beloved, by Him Whom Thou hast made the
Ruler over all contingent beings and the Sovereign over all who
dwell in the earth and the heavens, that Thou mayest purify
my heart from the whisperings of Satan, O Thou in Whose
hand is the dominion of might and certitude. Then enable me,
O my God, to aid Thy Cause and assist Thy Faith, that I may
sacrifice my spirit, my soul and my body before Thy Beauty
and in beholding the lights of the glory of Thine eternity. Per-
chance I may be enabled to speed through the pavilions of the
paradise of Thy oneness and the atmosphere of the holiness
of Thine eternal detachment, for this is that which Thou hast
ordained for Thy loved ones and specified for Thy chosen ones.
Then I beseech Thee, O my God, to calm this pain which hath
taken from me the reins of patience and forbearance from my
inmost being, for in Thy hand is the kingdom of tranquility and
the dominion of enablement, and Thou art verily the Almighty,
the Sovereign, the Self-Subsisting.
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Glorified be Thou, O my God! Behold Thou my head ready to
fall before the sword of Thy Will, my neck prepared to bear the
chains of Thy Desire, my heart yearning to be made a target
for the darts of Thy Decree, mine eyes expectant to gaze on
the tokens and signs of Thy wondrous Mercy. For whatsoever
may befall me from Thee is the cherished desire of them who
thirst to meet Thee, and the supreme aspiration of such as
have drawn nigh unto Thy court.

By the glory of Thy might, O Thou my Well-Beloved! To
have sacrificed my life for the Manifestations of Thy Self, to
have offered up my soul in the path of the Revealers of Thy
wondrous Beauty, is to have sacrificed my spirit for Thy Spirit,
my being for Thy Being, my glory for Thy glory. It is as if I
had offered up all these things for Thy sake, and for the sake
of Thy loved ones.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

S miy B oy M AL Sl
Lo dd e e iy St i
Sal 2] Glte B s O 5 Sl
s O 5 S5, IRY e for)y s
o Ji U8 OV Kamy G e oo
e ge 5 Bkl spake B S

Car Al
Al i S B i 2 L Sl
Sy dllas wlad 5y, il 5 S

5 S GB s Sou) 5y a¥
Saw ¢ KI5 K canl , Sk Jle
S o

155


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v092-dark/?page=38
http://www.bahai.org/r/904792181

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863)

BH07498

Though my body be pained by the trials that befall me from
Thee, though it be afflicted by the revelations of Thy Decree,
yet my soul rejoiceth at having partaken of the waters of Thy
Beauty, and at having attained the shores of the ocean of Thine
eternity. Doth it beseem a lover to flee from his beloved, or to
desert the object of his heart’s desire? Nay, we all believe in
Thee, and eagerly hope to enter Thy presence.
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To: Siyyid Mihdsi

He is God! O thou who hast journeyed in God, and migrated
in His path, and striven in His Cause! I testify that thou hast
fulfilled what thou didst covenant, and performed all that befit-
teth thee and is worthy of thee, and thou hast detached thyself
from all who are in the kingdom, and thou hast traversed the
pathways of love and piety until thou didst reach the precincts
of immortality and the central point of all houses - the Most
Exalted House - in the throne of meeting, and thou didst as-
cend the stairs of the spirit until thou didst hear the singing
of the light from the Divine Lote-Tree, as though thou hadst
perished all things within thyself for the preservation of thy
countenance and the perpetuation of thine essence. Glad tid-
ings, then, be unto thee! And congratulations to thee upon
thine arrival at the seat of His Countenance and Beauty, and
thy entrance from the hiding place of Glory into the throne of
never-ending might and the King of sanctity without compare!
And the glory be upon thee and upon those who have believed
in God and His signs, and upon the name of Jim in the land
of Ya, sent down from Ha before Sin.
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To: Iziyyih

Praised be Thou O Lord My God. This is My sister who
hath believed in the Manifestations of Thy unity appearing
in the garments of Thy eternity and recognized the Dawning-
places of Thy constancy in the holy temples of Thy sovereignty.
She hath ascended to the station that is detached from all
save Thee and hath returned from Thee toward Thee. I ask
of Thee, O My God, to free her from the insinuations which
have hindered her from entering Thy Crimson Sea and from
dwelling in the chambers of eternity on the exalted shore that
she may haply recognize Thee in the Manifestation of Thy
Beauty, the most hidden Dawning-place. In truth, Thou doest
what Thou pleasest. Verily Thou art the Self-Subsisting Who
rulest supreme over all things.

To continue: Thy sweet letter hath been presented in the court
of the presence of this ephemeral One. We beseech God to
gather us together in the gardens of immortality near unto the
twin glorious bows, that haply thou mayest witness the secrets
of God’s decree within this crimson and effulgent countenance,
that the blessing of God upon thee and upon all who are on
earth may be made complete.

The Spirit be upon thee and upon the new believers.
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He is the Mighty, the Single One Al oAl e

A melody of the heart in Persian strains descended upon the
Iraqi Countenance, and secret lamentations were heard there-
from. Yea, an immortal ear is needed to hear the immortal
Word, and an immortal eye is needed to behold the immortal
Beauty, for that which is evanescent hath no path into the
arena of eternity that it may comprehend the degrees of ever-
lasting glory, and the abject one hath no portion of the cup
of glory that he may step into His holy court. Therefore, as
thou hast donned the new garment of glory and entered the
living stream of mercy, hearken then with the ear of thy soul to
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these songs of the divine Nightingale, Who, upon the holy and
spiritual branch, warbleth in all melodies, that thou mayest
sacrifice thy soul in the eternal spiritual atmosphere and wing
thy flight to the nest of the Beloved, until thy whole being
becometh spirit and ascendeth unto the heaven of light.
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He is God AIH}A 1

Cupbearer, pass the brimming bowl; Minstrel, sing His Name
of soul— He is that He is.

Piper, unto the concourse cry: The world to His desire doth
fly— He is that He is.

O heralds of the spirit, haste Unto the grief-worn and downcast,
And bear the tidings: He is that He is.

Bird of faithfulness, why conceal Thy secret flame, thy hidden
zeal? Upon thy wing inscribe and seal: He is that He is.

Be wakeful! Many a falcon proud, And many a gnat from out
the crowd, Hath fallen within this wondrous shroud— He is
that He is.

If thou art bound for His abode, Then softly tread the mystic
road, And lightly pace the hallowed sod— He is that He is.

Till from the cry of “I” set free, Thy heart be purged entirely,
Thou never wilt be tamed to be His own—He is that He is.

O vintner of the worlds unseen, One drop to us of that rose
sheen, That ruby draught with heavenly gleam— He is that
He is.

That we may raise these mouldering frames, These lifeless
forms, these ashen names, Through Kawthar’s flood and thun-
derous streams— He is that He is.

Drunken are we, yea, all are we, From bounty’s cup and charity,
From mercy’s wine and ecstasy— He is that He is.

Extinguish now the candle’s flare Of “me” and “us,” of self and
snare; The Day-Star hath arisen fair— He is that He is.
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To: Muhammad

He is the Mighty 2 e

> O Muhammad! May God reward thee from Us with the best of
rewards and cause thee to attain unto a station wherein thou
shalt be detached from all created things. Therefore, rejoice
within thyself, then stand firm in the Cause and be not of
the heedless ones. And grieve not over what hath escaped
thee, and fear no one, but place thy trust in God, the Mighty,
the Beautiful. Say: O people! Shame upon you and upon
that which your hands have wrought in the days wherein the
Countenance hath appeared from behind a luminous veil, and
ye recognized Him not until the Beauty was concealed. Alas
for you and for these heedless ones! And thou, render thanks
unto God, thy Creator, for having guided thee unto His mighty,
straight Path. Thus have We bestowed Our favor upon thee
in truth and made mention of thee in a preserved Tablet of
holiness. And the Spirit be upon thee and upon the patient
servants of God.
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To: Habibih

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy handmaiden whom
Thou hast made to be owned within Thy dominion and whom
Thou hast attributed to this servant of Thine. At this moment
I testify before Thee, O my God, that the servant is naught
but one owned by Thy Self, and Thou art none other than the

Owner of Thy servant and the Sovereign over Thy creation.

Whosoever claims otherwise is among the most wretched of
servants in all lands. And verily her master, as people call him,

is owned by Thy Self and is a servant before Thy Countenance.

How befitting would it be for one who is owned to become an
owner, or to become a master? Glorified art Thou, glorified art
Thou, above what the servants attribute from one to another!
I seek Thy forgiveness for what they imagine. Nay, all are Thy
servants and within Thy grasp. Thou hast lifted up pride and
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lineage save for those who have entered the fortress of Thy
Cause and the shadow of Thy providence. Thus hast Thou
been powerful over Thy deed, and verily Thou art the Mighty,
the Powerful, the Compelling.
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Glory be to Thee, O Lord my God! Abase not him Whom
Thou hast exalted through the power of Thine everlasting
sovereignty, and remove not far from Thee him whom Thou
hast caused to enter the tabernacle of Thine eternity. Wilt
thou cast away, O my God, him whom Thou hast overshad-
owed with Thy Lordship, and wilt Thou turn away from Thee,
O my Desire, him to whom Thou hast been a refuge? Canst
Thou degrade him whom Thou hast uplifted, or forget him
whom Thou didst enable to remember Thee?

Glorified, immensely glorified art Thou! Thou art He who from
everlasting hath been the King of the entire creation and its
Prime Mover, and Thou wilt to everlasting remain the Lord
of all created things and their Ordainer. Glorified art Thou,
O my God! If Thou ceasest to be merciful unto Thy servants,
who, then, will show mercy unto them; and if Thou refusest to
succor Thy loved ones, who is there that can succor them?

Glorified, immeasurably glorified art Thou! Thou art adored
in Thy truth, and Thee do we all, verily, worship; and Thou
art manifest in Thy justice, and to Thee do we all, verily, bear
witness. Thou art, in truth, beloved in Thy grace. No God is
there but Thee, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
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BHO08310

In the Name of the Self-Subsisting, the All-Powerful! Glorified
art Thou, O my God! Thou art He Who created all contin-
gent beings through a word from the Book of Thy Command,
and brought forth all existing things through a drop from the
cloud of Thy power. Thou hast ordained no cause for exis-
tence save itself, and decreed no attribute for being save its
own essence, such that Thou hast placed within its rank no
mention of aught else. And this is but a drop from the oceans
of Thy Self-Subsistence and an outpouring from the rains of
Thy sanctity, that the sovereignty of Thy power might be man-
ifested in the kingdom of identities and the dominion of Thy
might might shine forth in the realm of infinitude. And none
knoweth how this is save him whom Thou hast acquainted with
the repositories of Thy Oneness and the treasuries of Thine
eternity. How then can such praise as this befit that Lord?
Glorified, glorified art Thou! Thou art the All-Powerful, the
All-Glorious, and I am the poor one possessed of poverty. And
I am among those who remember Thee and the first of the wor-
shippers. And send Thy blessings upon Him Whom all shall
seek, the Essence of Identity, from God, the Lord of all the
worlds.
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To: Mahmud

He is the Mighty

The decree hath come from God, the Powerful, the Mighty,
the All-Knowing, for My departure from that land, and We
are in great thanksgiving. And We departed in such glory as
the eyes of them that are nigh unto God had never beheld
the like. Thereupon did the eyes of the denizens of Paradise
weep, and the dwellers of heaven and earth were thunderstruck.
Say: In this are signs for them that are discerning and clear
proofs for them that know. Thus do We impart unto thee
what hath befallen Us through God’s decree, and this hath
been inscribed by a holy and luminous Pen. And when thou
hearest this, render thanks unto thy Lord and be not of them
that grieve. Through this shall the standards of guidance be
raised up, despite the will of the idolaters. Do thou remind
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the servants and fear no one, and be of them that place their
trust in God. The Spirit and glory rest upon thee and upon
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the women who have believed in God, then upon His sincere Yoy Cpaldl sle
servants.
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He is the Mighty, the Beautiful

2 Your letter was noted and spiritual melodies from the mystic

nightingale were heard. The people’s turning away from God
and their attachment to vain desires is evident and manifest.
To whatever extent they can maintain outward appearances,
it is permissible and acceptable. That is, if it is possible to
return home in utmost joy and fragrance, that would be best.
Otherwise, let not grief enter your noble being, and be exceed-
ingly happy that you have migrated to God and journeyed unto
Him. To abandon life and seek solitude with the Beloved in
the realm of placelessness is the way of those near to God and
the manner of the detached ones. In love, if my blood is spilled
according to love’s law, I have not betrayed - rather I have kept
faith when I fulfilled my pledge. The law of love has another
decree. And the Spirit be upon you and upon all who are with
you.
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In the name of our Lord, the Most Exalted, the Most High!

Wouldst Thou, O my God, deprive him who hath turned to-
ward the sanctuary of Thy Being? Wouldst Thou, O my
Beloved, cast away him who hath sought refuge in the city
of Thy nearness? Wouldst Thou, O my Hope, forsake him
who hath clung to the cord of Thy glory? Wouldst Thou, O
my Purpose, deny him who hath entered the stream of Thy
bounty? Wouldst Thou, O my Adored One, impoverish him
who hath held fast to the hem of Thy riches? Wouldst Thou, O
my Object of worship, cause to perish him whose heart Thou
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hast quickened with the light of Thy recognition? Wouldst
Thou, O Thou Who art praised, render deaf him whom Thou
hast made to hear Thy wondrous verses? Nay, by Thy glory!
Thou wilt not deprive him who hath turned to Thee, nor cast
out him who hath come to Thee, nor reject him who hath de-
scended into Thy court. For verily Thou art the Most Exalted
above all things, the Giver unto all things, and the Ruler over
all who are in the heavens and on earth. Thou art, verily, the
Mighty, the Inaccessible, the Holy One.
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To: Havva Khanum

He is the Living One

Praise be to God that the Holy Countenances of Glory and
the Sacred Visages of Intimacy have purified the body of the
Eternal Mystery from the veils of otherness and the shrouds
of opposition, and stripped bare and free from the allusions of
the heaven of ego and the veils of blind imagination, they have
arrived at the pavilions of eternality and the hiding places of
glory, and they circle round according to the will of God, and
thus did God will what He willed, and verily He doeth what He
pleaseth, and He is the Mighty, the Kind. Yea, when the feet
of the heart are cleansed from the sandals of vain imaginings,
they will surely journey from the valley of darkness to the
blessed spot of glory and exaltation. This is a truth like unto
the existence of God, there is no doubt therein, were the people
to be patient in the days of God and ponder His signs.
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BHO08722

To: Khalih

He is God, exalted be His glory

> O aunt! Praise God that thou hast returned from the north

of sorrow to the right hand of joy, and hast transformed the
darkness of error into the light of guidance. Thou hast pur-
chased the Joseph of faith with thy very soul, and hast sold
the Pharaoh of unbelief for naught. Therefore must thou re-
main steadfast in faithfulness, that thou mayest drink of the
chalice of eternity and taste of the fountain of divine presence.
What sorrow remaineth, and what grief persisteth? So long
as the rose is in the market, the nightingale is wrapt in the
remembrance of the Beloved. The lover hath no sorrow save
separation, and the yearning one groweth not dispirited save
through remoteness. Praise be to God that the Sun of Beauty
is manifest, and the Beloved is beheld without door-keeper or
guard, and is visible without veil or covering. And the Spirit
be upon thee.
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To: Jinabih-i-Muazamih Mukaramsih, mother

Praised be Thou O Lord, My God! This is My mother who
hath acknowledged Thy oneness, confessed Thy unity, attained
the honour of meeting Thy Manifestations in Thy days, reached
the station of recognition and entered the tabernacle of Heaven,
for she loved Thyself and Thy Servant and held fast to the cord
of Thy love through the sanctified Temples of Thy Sovereignty.

I beseech Thee, therefore, O My God, to grant her the honour
of beholding Thy Beauty, and vouchsafe unto her the gift of
Thy Presence. Give her to drink then from the ocean of Thy
mercy and the chalice of Thy forgiveness. Make her to dwell,
O My God, in the precincts of Thy mercy in the Heaven of
eternity. Grant her to hear Thy holy melodies that she may
cast the veil from her head in her eagerness to meet Thee and
speed through the domains of Thy nearness and union. Thou

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

3l @) ede ALl Sl
Sy S o] okt & el ;gw\_pm
plae dl cab 5 bt G STalle (i
Qj?'\ Lo d‘f;)\ 33w 3 les 5 0b )
G S by o SLE S, S

&l‘l"‘d*\;ft&
s » Sl L s ol AL e Tsl
5 5 Sem o st o o A ¢ SO
é&))‘ﬁé&\h%\}:&}b
8 S Sl n Lgnsr) ¢ Sl
S8 ol I oS5 5 Stal a2 L,
seldl o jumall ol O3 Sloy

o il S

164


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v038/?page=56

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863)

BH09188

art verily powerful over all that Thou desirest, and Thou art
verily the Mighty, the Most Luminous.

The servant of God Husayn-‘Ali.

LTDT.081-082
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BHO09142

To: Karbalai Zaman uncle of Baha’u’llah, in Takur

O My uncle! Give thanks that thou hast drunk from the in-
comparable wine of immortality and hast been nourished with
the honey of reunion with the All-Glorious Lord. Therefore
strive to cleanse the house of thy heart from the remembrance
of aught else, and be swift in sacrificing thy life in the path
of the Beloved. For if thou shouldst live for ages, thou wilt
ultimately fall into death’s grasp. Take hold of the Friend’s
robe and detach thy heart from both worlds, that thou mayest
attain eternal life and pass into the divine precincts. Pay no
heed to the world and set not thy heart upon wealth. Neither
lament poverty nor boast of riches, for all these things have
come from nothingness and unto nothingness shall they return.
Efface thyself that thou mayest endure and return unto ever-
lasting life. Should a sheep die, let not thy heart die - may
thou live on.
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He is the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting!

Remember thy Lord at morn and eventide, for verily He is God
and there is none other God but Him, the Mighty, the Exalted.
Say: He is indeed a proof from God unto all who are in the
heavens and on earth. Soon will His Cause be made manifest
in truth, whereat the faces of them that are nigh unto God
shall redden, and all necks shall bow before Him. This is a
clear truth. And thou, render thanks unto thy Lord for having
related thee to His servant, for this is better for thee than all
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that thou desirest. Place thy trust in God in all matters and
be thou of them that are submissive. Thus doth the Dove of
Separation remember thee at the time when It taketh flight
from Iraq, and this is indeed a grievous sorrow.
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BH09244
To: Ali
He is the Mighty 2 e

O ‘Ali! Hearken unto the call of thy Beloved in this hour when
the heavens and earth weep by reason of what hath befallen
Him at the hands of these wrongdoers. Grieve thou not at
My departure, for this is among the ways of God that were
ordained for those of old, and therein lieth a consummate wis-
dom and an eternal decree which none knoweth save God, the
True King, the Manifest. Be thou not sorrowful at this, and
dwell among the people for a brief time or for many days - this
is what hath been ordained for thee by the All-Wise, the All-
Informed. And when thou hearest tidings from these faithful
ones, journey, if thou willest, unto Him to Whom the spirits
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BHO09268

To: Mirza Hasan Shaykhul-Islami, in Qazvin

He is God 9

God willing, may you return to the land of emergence from
the realm of dawning through the melody of the eternal dove
from the Orient of the everlasting heaven’s splendor, with holy
breaths from the divine cloud, from the essence of the city of
faithfulness and the core of the garden of meeting. And you
must ignite and enkindle all the manifest and veiled counte-
nances with the kindled fire of love, so that the effect of the
kindled fire of God may appear from the source of flowing sweet
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water, and its fruit may emerge from the tree of existence - how
much more so for the sanctified ones of the chambers of glory
and the purified ones of the lofty pavilions who are attracted by
the warbling of the Spirit’s dove and gladdened by the singing
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of the bird of light. So glory be to God, your Creator and their el
Creator, and exalted is He above what they describe. INBA38:052b
BH09439

He is God A

The cause of the creation of all contingent beings has been love,
as is referred to in the well-known tradition which says: “I was
a Hidden Treasure and I loved to be known, and therefore I
created the creation that I might be known.” Therefore, all
must come together at the stream of divine love in such wise
that not the slightest trace of variance can be detected among
the friends and companions. All must gaze upon love and move
in perfect unity, such that no disagreement whatsoever may be
observed between any souls. In good and evil, profit and loss,
hardship and ease, all must be partners. God willing, we hope
that the breeze of unity will waft from the City of the Lord
of all beings and clothe all in the garment of oneness and love
and detachment.
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One day in the outer part of the Blessed House (in Baghdad),
one of the travelers from Tehran respectfully asked the Pres-
ence (Baha'u'llah), “How large of a stipend and expenditure
does the Sadr A‘zam (chancellor) allot you every month such
that all the expenses which arise are completely taken care of?”
(Baha'u'llah) said, “I should give the likes of the Sadr A‘zam
a salary, not them bestow it on me. My affairs are with God
and not in the trust of others.”

Someone else among the Tehran friends said, “During the days
of your stay in Tehran you gave liberally and generously to all
kinds of people. How is it possible that you do not give these
kinds of gifts to the souls that are (now) around you?” In
answer, (Baha'u’llah) said, “If I behaved as I did previously, all
would say that these souls are turning to the world because of
this Cause and some would think that they possess the process
of the elixir [i.e. that they know alchemy].”

Among those souls was Zayn al-*Abidin Khan. Even though he
had a lot of wealth, he lost his riches in search of the elixir in
past years. Those days he was in Baghdad and, greedy to take
the elixir from the Blessed Beauty, he acted sincere and was
friendly with Aga Mirza Musa Kalim [Baha'u’llah’s brother].
Whatever Kalim tried, it was not possible to dissuade him.
Zayn al-‘Abidin Khan believed that the carpet of the glory
of Abha was unfolded on account of the aforementioned work
[alchemy] and that Kalim came to know the terminology (of the
alchemical process) when he was a child in the presence of his
father, who had conversed with those learned in this science.
Because of (Kalim’s reticence), Zayn al-‘Abidin Khan swore
and said to him, “You know this process and are hiding it from
me!” Kalim knew the aforementioned process was impossible
and jokingly said so to him.

(Zayn) became more obstinate in his belief until one day he
showed Kalim the treatise of Jabir, which was written about
the specification of the philosopher’s stone, and swore, “The
smallest parts of this process are not hidden and I have made
all of the symbols plain” He swore that the symbols of the
book were manifest to him. Kalim, one day in the afternoon,
obtained the treatise. Unexpectedly, he heard the Blessed
voice (Baha'u’llah) ask, “What are you busying yourself with,
Kalim?” He arose, saying, “(I'm busy) with something that is
sheer fancy and fiction.” (Baha'u’llah) said, “Perhaps Zayn al-
‘Abidin Khan gave you the treatise of Jabir so that you would
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inform him of the hidden stone.” He said, “Yes, that is so.” The
Abha Beauty set forth a detailed exposition on that process.

From that time, many questions have arisen from all sides and
for each one there issued a Tablet concerning the aforemen-
tioned science. One time he said to Kalim, “Each person that
says, ‘I have this process,” his own soul proves his loss and
lies” By virtue of this, he prohibited busying oneself with
it and working with these kinds of sciences, including divina-
tion (jafr) and geomancy (raml), was forbidden in most of the
Tablets. (This was done) so that a deceiving person could not
display himself in the cloth of trustworthiness and not exceed
the limitations of himself, like Karim (Khan Kirmani), as ad-
dressed to him in the Iqan: “We cherish the hope that either
a king or a man of preeminent power may call upon him to
translate this science from the realm of fancy to the domain of
fact..”

KSHK#05

BHO09746

He is the Mighty, the Self-Subsisting

Bear thou witness within thyself that verily He is God and
there is none other God but Him. He hath created all things
through the Word which He created from His Will that hath
appeared and shone forth from the sovereignty of the Divine
Purpose in whatsoever was and shall be. He sent forth ‘Ali
in truth, then sent Him forth in justice, and sanctified Him
from the command of the Kaf and the Nun, and made Him
the ornament of His beauty in the kingdom of Command and
Creation, were ye to know. Through Him were the letters
renewed in holy and beloved garments. Thus do We impart
unto you the gems of knowledge and wisdom, that ye may
ponder upon this Command.
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BHO09808

To: Aqa Mirza Musa

Yea, it is incumbent upon all the companions and loved ones to
be seated upon the thrones of love and to repose upon the cush-
ions of affection, and to move about in the station of united
souls. They must shine forth from a single lamp and be illu-
mined within a single niche, grow from a single tree and be
nourished by a single fruit, walk upon a single earth and be
seated upon a single carpet, drink from a single stream and be
drawn to a single ocean. Such is the attribute of the loved ones,
for verily God is independent of all the worlds. And peace be
upon the sincere servants of God.
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BHO09880

To: Aqa Siyyid Ismail Khalil Zavarihi, in Ardistan

He is God

The Tree of the Cloud is in motion and the Lote-Tree of Faith-
fulness is in joy, that the Tree of Eternity might be planted in
the land of oneness and the leaf of light might be joined with
the mystic dove through the arts of the Divine Presence. Per-
chance from the companionship of these two divine subtleties
and these two eternal mysteries a third countenance might ap-
pear, that the fruition of “We strengthened with a third” might
become manifest in the realm of appearance.
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BH09915

BHO09881

To: Jinab Ha

He is the Ever-Living

> The eternal candle hath shone forth from within the glass of
the eternal, and the lamp of the lights of His Holiness the
Everlasting One hath gleamed from within the niche of Ahmad
and the lamp of Muhammad, that pure hearts may be cleansed
from obscure intimations and frozen signs, and thereafter be
seated upon the throne of “Verily we are God’s and to Him
shall we return.” And peace be upon thee.

Haji Hasan brought paper. As no reply had come, no further
trouble was given. Send the materials which are with you. And
peace be upon thee.
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BHO09915

To: Jahan

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy handmaiden who
hath believed in Thee and in Thy signs, who hath hastened
to the fields of Thy pardon and Thy meeting, who hath drunk
from the cups of Thy forgiveness and reunion with Thee, un-
til she attained unto Thy nearness and Thy presence, and as-
cended on the wings of servitude until she visited the sun of
Thy manifestation and the moon of Thy training, and heard
the melodies of the birds of Thy sanctification, and appeared
before this Thy servant. I beseech Thee, O my God, to make
her well-pleased with Thee and gazing toward Thee, and honor
her with the wonders of Thy beauty and the subtleties of Thy
intimate communion, for in Thy hand is the kingdom of all
things and Thou art powerful over all things.
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BH09918

BHO09916

Glorified art Thou, O my God! Thou knowest that this servant
hath believed in Thee and in Thy signs, and hath sought Thy
good-pleasure in the temple of Thy decree, and hath prostrated
himself before the countenance of fulfillment in the garments of
Thy beauty. Therefore, O my God, when this servant turned
toward the fields of Thy mercy and the sanctuary of Thy Being,
purify his breast from idle fancies and vain imaginings that he
may be enabled to enter the dawning-place of the Cause in
the Ka’bah of Beauty and the City of Majesty, that he may
hear the melodies of the birds of holiness upon the throne of the
cloud, and may abide in the eternity of his Lord and live by the
life of his Master. Verily, Thou art powerful over whatsoever
Thou willest, and verily, Thou art the All-Compelling, the Self-
Subsisting.
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BHO09918

To: Muhammad Ibrahim et al.

He is!

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy servant who obeyed
this servant of Thine by Thy command, and journeyed in Thy
path, and endured the heat of the sword and the cold of win-
ter in his migration in obedience to Thee and patience under
Thy decree. Therefore I beseech Thee, O my God, by Thy
Most Exalted Name, to make him among those who are pa-
tient under Thy decree and who drink from the cups of Thy
beauty. Then cause him to appear on earth and all who dwell
thereon through the radiance of the lights of Thy countenance,
that he may rest upon the throne of eternity in the precincts
of Thy sovereignty and dwell upon the seat of the heaven of
mystery beneath the shadow of Thy grace. Then bestow upon
him, O my God, that which he loves and with which he is
content. Verily, Thou art the One with power over this, the
Omnipotent.
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BHO09978
He is »

This letter was written in the Hijazi melody and sent forth, and
this writing is cast in the Persian tongue so that thou mayest
hear the sweet songs of the soul from the divine nightingale
and receive the wondrous melodies of the Beloved from the
spiritual bird, that thou mayest step into the lane of the Friend
and become detached from all else but Him. Praise be to
God Who, through His all-encompassing mercy, guided His
servants from the west of error to the east of guidance and
caused them to attain from the darkness of doubt to the dawn
of certitude. Therefore, blessed is the one who was illumined by
this true dawn, and deprived is the soul who remained bereft
and destitute.
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BH10005

He is the Living One

The abode of bounty is most excellent and desirable, and the
Ka’bah of purpose is sanctified from all directions and from
despair and hope. It is utterly bare and pure of nearness and
union, remoteness and separation. They do not accept woven
and sewn garments - meaning that after manifestation, con-
cealment is nonexistent, and after the mystery, manifestation
is lost.

My Lord! T possess nothing in creation save myself, and I seek
naught but Thy good-pleasure in whatever Thou hast pleased
for me and decreed upon me. Verily Thou art the Decreer of
whatsoever Thou willest, and verily Thou art the Mighty, the
Beloved.
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BH10252

BH10241

To: Haji Muhammad Nasir, in Qazvin

He is the Most Exalted, the Most Faithful

> How wonderful is this supreme honor and greatest glory that
hath caused all the atoms of contingent beings, from the most
exalted summit to the lowest point, to rejoice and hath given
them to drink of the wine of radiance and the sweet crystal
water, so that all created things and all that is mentioned may
inscribe with the Pen of bounty upon the Tablet of thought:
“Verily He is the Truth, there is no God but Him, and He is
God, the Witness over all things.” And peace and glory be
upon you all.

3 The trust was received.
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BH10252

To: Siyyid Taqi

He is the Living One

At the hour when the Sun of the heaven of existence cast aside
the veil of manifestation from Its countenance, and the Moon
of the cloud of purpose raised high the covering of limitations
above the hills of power, the face of the former became sancti-
fied from the multiplicities of the servants, and the rising of the
latter became purified from the attractions of the lands. God
willing, may you ever drink from the wine of love and be sus-
tained by the vintage of the decree of affection. Glorified then
be God beyond that which we were in His love, and exalted be
He above what they mention. Then convey My greetings unto
her who was with thee, and greetings upon thee and upon the
sincere servants.
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He is God ‘J”J“

It is known that the favors of God transcend all other blessings,
and in the servant’s attainment to this exalted station, the ab-
sence of worldly ornaments and adornments matters not. For
the eyes of the lovers are illumined by divine bestowals and
their hearts are calmed by the wonders of His remembrance. If
thou attainest intimacy with God, thou wilt pass beyond the
transient kingdom and find thy dwelling in the realm of rest,
and thou wilt see sorrow no more and count not grief. And the
spirit be upon thee. Always send news of your condition and
mention the word of victory with love.
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BH10408

He is the Living One

The Face of the Beloved is unveiled and the Countenance of
the Praised One is manifest and visible, so that the mirrors
of contingent being may ascend from the unseen realm of ex-
istence to the divine holy world, and after the removal of the
veils of majesty they may become strong and resplendent from
the pure Beauty of the Eternal, that they may rejoice in the
manifest Word and make mention of the all-embracing Word,
so that the seas and waves may be reminded by your remem-
brance, that they may be seated upon the crimson carpet and
rest upon white cushions, for this is the sweetness of existence
and divine joy and heavenly gift, and peace be upon you.

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

:}-\}A 1

S 57 Calb y BSe Cp tagmy 2
é@&@#)\d&»\gh\,b’:ﬂ;
e O o 31 5 s delane AN (8
Soas M Sl 228 5 dw Jlae
5By e Syt 22 NS s
s s b2 basles 55 1) amls wak
Nyt lle e Blay £ b, Fles L 5T
CA ol ) 8 2 oSl Ly by
el Gl Base 5 (A S 5 (5

INBA38:058c, INBA36:314e

175


https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v038/?page=61
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v074/?page=16
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v038/?page=60
https://afnanlibrary.org/d/inba_v036/?page=315

\V]

Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863) BH10597
BH10559

To: Husayn

He is God I[N

That which was inscribed has become manifest, and that which
was concealed has become renowned. Praise be to God that He
has caused the fruits of the trees of oneness to be encompassed
within a single fruit and to appear from a single tree. Blessed
are those who are in the heavens and on earth, for through
divine bounty and through the grace and generosity of the
eternal Sovereign, these servants have attained to that which
was the hope of His chosen ones, and these companions have
been honored with that which was the desire of His sincere
ones.
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BH10597

He is the Ever-Living

The envoys in the wilderness of separation and forgetfulness,
and the strangers in the desert of abasement and silence, in
the land of exile and utmost humiliation, are mindful of their
gratitude to the Eternal Lord and the Peerless Sovereign, and
with this wondrous remembrance and exalted word they war-
ble: Should the arrow of tribulation come, behold our souls
are its target; yet through divine grace this abasement is the
glory of all glory, and this poverty the sovereign of all wealth.
Such is God’s bounty which He bestoweth on whomsoever He
willeth.
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BH10620

BH10619

He is the Beloved

Glorified art Thou, O my God! This is Thy servant who hath
turned toward the realms of the sanctity of Thy divinity, and
desired to enter the sanctuary of Thy Being and to gain ad-
mittance to the house of Thy oneness, that he might witness
the subtleties of Thy beauty in the manifestations of Thine
identity. Therefore, O my Beloved, send him unto this most
exalted station, and grant him fruits which no hands of any of
Thy servants can reach save those who are sincere among Thy
creatures. Verily, Thou art, of a truth, the All-Powerful, the
Omnipotent.
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BH10620

To: Members of the Household

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I call upon Thee by Thy
Name through which Thou didst raise up the heavens upon
the thread of Thine eternity and didst elevate the pavilions of
the Cause upon the throne of the glory of Thine oneness, that
Thou mayest send down upon those who have mentioned Thy
Most Exalted Name and who have followed the path of Thy
love in the realm below, and then raise them up, O my God,
unto the stations of holiness in Thy presence, that they may
dwell in Thy habitations and drink from the cup of Thy good-
pleasure. Verily, Thou art the Omnipotent over all things, and
Thou art the Mighty, the Beloved.
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BH11907

BH10653

To: Aga Mirza Yahya

He is the Ever-Living

> Mirza Yahya has for some time desired to journey and travel in
the company of one of the friends of God in the wide-reaching
plains of love. As he has begun from God, he will, God will-
ing, return unto God, and from all else besides God will he
return, and with God shall his return be. And after traversing
the stages of love, he shall attain and reach the divine home-
land and the ultimate goal. This is of God’s grace which He
bestoweth upon whomsoever He willeth, and God is the Most
Great.
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BH11907

He is God, the Mighty, the Ever-Living, the All-Compelling

O my God! At this moment I call upon Thee, by the mys-
teries of the might of Thy Lordship and the signs of Thy holy
Self-Subsistence, to make this handmaiden one of Thy maidser-
vants, then choose her for Thy service, then send down upon
her that which will comfort her eyes, give rest to her soul, tran-
quilize her spirit and gladden her being. Verily, Thou art the
Ever-Living, the Most Exalted, the Self-Subsisting. Thou dost
spend as Thou pleasest for what Thou pleasest, and givest to
whom Thou pleasest of what Thou pleasest. And verily, Thou
art the Single One, the Mighty, the Best-Beloved.
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BH10846

BH10808

He is the Truth, the One Who has power over all things

The Beauty of the Unseen lifted the veil of Glory from the
Countenance of the Exemplar, and immediately His face ap-
peared - and unto God belongs the most glorious similitude -
manifest and visible from the Throne of the Divine Cloud. O
joy to him who is illumined by the lights of His presence, the
Self-Subsisting, and who is brightened by the radiance of His
holy countenance. And glory be upon you, O companions of
God and those who are with you in His Cause, and peace.
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BH10821

He is the Ever-Living, the All-Powerful, the Self-Subsisting

The Cup-Bearer of ‘Ama offers the goblet of the wine of faith-
fulness with radiant light, that ye may become enraptured in
the Sinai of love through the manifestation of Beauty, and af-
ter attaining unto “when he recovered from his swoon,” ye may
hear from the tongue of the heart the blessed verse “And to
God belongeth the Kingdom of the heavens and of the earth,”
that ye may enter, intoxicated, into the gathering of love and
the assembly of affection and become thankful. And peace be
upon you.
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BH10846

To: Hasan Aqa Tafrishi

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by the beauty of
Thy countenance, through which the lights of Thy sun of pre-
existence and the splendors of Thy moon of oneness have shone
forth upon all created things, that Thou make Thy servant
who hath believed in Thee one of the temples of Thy divine
unity, and raise him to such a station that he may dwell in
the precincts of Thy mercy and rest beneath the shade of Thy
loving-kindness. Make him, then, to be virtuous in deed even
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BH11048

as Thou hast named him virtuous in name, for verily Thou art
the One with power over all things.

&\;FY\Q@@EM\QQ&
2l S5 e oS

INBA92:049a

BH11043

He is [the Ever-Living]

The Sea of Eternity is in waves, and the Light of Grandeur
is in vibration, and the honored Temple is in joy. So blessed
are ye and those who are with you in what your Lord hath
bestowed upon you and your Creator hath honored you with.
And peace be upon you.

[H]

TN o plae h5 s Sl el o 0B 2
;’*OLWJSJ@’J’L-‘;CWJ’ SN P
el S S5 ;.:) § el Lob

INBA38:061d, INBA36:314a

BH11048

He is He

Praise be to God that while Moses the Interlocutor beheld the
Face of Guidance without beginning from the fire of the Tree
that was neither of the East nor of the West and was guided,
as He said “I perceive guidance at the fire,” these companions
have become illumined and guided by the light of the divine
Lote Tree and the manifestation of the Essence of the Eternal.
Well is it with them that have attained!
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BH11089

BH11081

To: Amatullah Sahib, in Qaf

The holy maidens of the celestial throne and the veiled beauties
of the divine paradise and the immaculate houris of the pavilion
of chastity and the maidens confined to the tabernacle of virtue
are, upon the carpet of the throne of beauty, engaged with the
spirit of fellowship in melodious songs and heavenly anthems,
that perchance dead hearts may come to everlasting life and
divine melodies and attain the presence of their Beloved.
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BH11085

Make this land, O my God, blessed and secure for me. Guard
me, then, O my God, at the time of my entering into it and
my going out from it. Make it, then, a fortress for me and
for whomsoever worships Thee and bows down before Thee,
that I may be protected therein through Thy bounty and kept
safe within it from the darts of those who have disbelieved in
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Thee, through Thy strength. Thou, verily, art the Potent, the ff-:)\ Sl

Mighty, the All-Powerful, the All-Merciful. N . L
INBA92:026, BRL_DA#353, ADM2#112

RBB.138x, BP1929.026, ADMS#128 p.201x, AVK4.067.03, NSR_1993.023a

BH11089

He is the Mighty! a2

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I beseech Thee by Thy most
exalted attributes and Thy most great names, and by Thy
Most Perfect, Most Ancient and Most Exalted Word, to rain
down upon this people from the clouds of Thy mercy and the
heavens of Thy grace the showers of Thy bounty and favors,
that Thou mayest cleanse them from whatsoever preventeth
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them from the wondrous tokens of Thy loving-kindness and
bestowals. Verily, Thou art powerful over all things.

BH11433

He is He X
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Study guide to this volume

This volume gathers writings of uncertain or unspecified date from Baha'u’llah’s Baghdad years
that span the full range of His discourse: mystical narrative, social vision, theodicy, moral discipline,
and the intimate confession of a prophetic soul before its God. Unified by their Baghdad setting,
these texts reveal a teacher working simultaneously on multiple levels—articulating a vision of
global justice and security, shaping the moral formation of a fragile community, and exploring the
metaphysics of revelation with extraordinary candor. The collection is especially notable for what it
says about the relationship between suffering and fruitfulness, about the purity of motive required
for genuine human action, and about the kind of unity that a divinely founded community is meant
to embody. Read together, these writings constitute something like a complete social, moral, and
mystical theology for the community that was about to be formally inaugurated at the Garden of
Ridvan.

Five Treasures: Justice, Purity of Motive, and the Standard of
Love

Key Passages

I have come so that in this world full of corruption, where the door of tranquility has
been utterly shut to all beings through the oppression of the oppressors and the treachery
of the treacherous, I may, by God’s might and power, establish such justice, protection,
trustworthiness and religion throughout all regions — manifest and resplendent — that
if one of those maidens secluded behind veils... were to emerge from behind the veil
adorned with the most precious jewels.. and travel alone, unaccompanied and unhin-
dered, from the East of creation to the West of invention, wandering through every land
and journeying through every clime, such would be the trustworthiness, religiousness,
justice, and fairness... that no hand of aggression or greed would stretch forth toward
the hem of her wealth, nor would any lustful or iniquitous eye turn to gaze upon her
sanctified beauty. — BHU0001

The mere occurrence of this thought that “I showed favor to him” causes all his deeds to
fall from the degree of acceptance and leaves him deprived of the attainment of divine
good-pleasure and veiled from true humanity.. unless the deed of that first wealthy
one in all those favors he showed was purely out of humanity, solely for the sake of
God, and the deed of that latter wealthy one likewise was for God and in God without
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consideration of past or future. “We feed you for the sake of God alone; we desire from
you neither reward nor thanks.” — BHUO0001

O wayfarer, wayfarer! O mystic, mystic! O lover, lover! O attainer, attainer! Until His
attributes become manifest in thee, know thyself to be in separation and error. —
BHU0001

Context for Study

The Panj Kanz (Five Treasures, BHU0001) opens with a scene that is both historically specific
and structurally paradigmatic: Iranian princes visit Baha’u’llah and, noting that He speaks to His
companions of other realms while asking the princes only about markets, suggest they have been
relegated to a lesser place. Baha’u’llah’s response introduces a standard of spiritual worthiness that
is wholly unlike the social hierarchy the princes represent: the one worthy of divine discourse is the
one who, given the choice between endless comfort on the right and endless suffering on the left,
would choose the left for love of the Beloved. The Second Treasure then unfolds a vision of global
justice so radical that it has become one of the most frequently cited passages in Baha’u’llah’s
writings: a world so transformed by justice, trustworthiness, and religion that a woman of great
beauty and wealth could travel unhindered from the East to the West of creation without threat
of harm. This is not a naive utopia; it is a specific structural claim that the transformation of
individual character (the First Treasure’s standard of love) is the necessary precondition for the
transformation of social order. The Third Treasure’s meditation on purity of motive goes even
further: it argues that even the most heroic act of generosity is spiritually voided by a single
thought of having done the generous person a favor. The Qur’anic citation (“We feed you for the
sake of God alone; we desire from you neither reward nor thanks,” 76:9) establishes the standard:
action must be completely liberated from expectation, not even from gratitude, to be genuinely
virtuous. Students of virtue ethics will recognize the Aristotelian distinction between doing the
right thing and doing the right thing for the right reason; students of Kant will recognize the
categorical imperative’s demand that moral action be free from all prudential calculation; students
of Buddhist ethics will recognize the dana (generosity) tradition’s insistence that true giving has
no expectation of return.

Questions for Reflection

1. The social vision of the Second Treasure (a world where a vulnerable woman could travel
safely from East to West) is at once personal (individual character) and structural (social
order). What does this pairing imply about the relationship between moral formation and
social transformation? Does individual virtue precede institutional justice, or are they co-
constitutive?

2. The standard of love proposed in the First Treasure (choosing calamity over ease for love
of the Beloved) seems superhuman. Is it offered as a realistic description of the committed
believer, an aspirational ideal, or a diagnostic tool for measuring one’s actual attachment?
How does it compare with Jesus’s “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself”
(Matthew 16:24)7?
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3. The Third Treasure argues that a single self-congratulatory thought voids an entire history of
generous deeds. Is this theologically defensible? How does it compare with Augustine’s anal-
ysis of the will, Kant’s analysis of the good will, and the Sufi concept of riya’ (ostentation)?

4. “Until His attributes become manifest in thee, know thyself to be in separation and error.”
What is the standard being proposed here? Is this a form of perfectionism, and if so, how
can a community function under it without producing either despair or self-deception?

5. How does Baha'u’llah’s vision of a transformed global social order (“erelong shall the earth be
turned into the Most Glorious Paradise”) relate to later Baha'i principles of world government,
collective security, and the equality of the sexes?

The Fruitful Tree and the Stones: Providence, Suffering, and Sa-
cred Causality

Key Passages

Thus dost Thou plant the tree of Thy singleness in the sacred soil of Thy will... After
Thou didst raise it to the highest horizon and cause it to ascend to the most exalted
kingdom, children gather around it and stone it so that there might fall upon them its
fruits from the paradise of Thy eternality.. All this befalls it because of its fruits, for
verily a tree without fruit is desired by none. No soul draweth nigh unto it, nor shall
there descend upon it the misfortunes of abasement and what is beneath them. —
BHO00612

Thou hast ever humbled Thy loved ones through what Thou hast ordained for them
of the conditions of Thy might, and Thou wilt ever exalt Thine enemies through what
Thou hast decreed for them of the retribution of Thy sovereign power. Thou hast
concealed the wisdom of this from the eyes of Thy servants and hidden its pearls in
the shells of Thy power in the seas of Thy grandeur, such that none save Thee should
become aware thereof. — BHO00612

Context for Study

The long prayer BH00612 offers one of the most theologically dense accounts of providential suffering
in the entire Baghdad corpus. Its central metaphor—the tree of God’s singleness, planted in the soil
of the divine will, which is stoned by those who gather around it—is a masterpiece of compressed
theological argument. The stoning does not destroy the tree; it causes the fruits to fall, so that
the very act of persecution accomplishes the purpose of the tree. This is not merely consolation
(“your suffering will ultimately be for good”) but a claim about the structure of sacred causality:
the persecution of the Manifestation is the mechanism through which the fruits of revelation reach
humanity. Those who stone the tree are, paradoxically, participating in its mission, even as they
believe they are destroying it. The accompanying reflection—that a barren tree attracts neither
devotion nor stones—makes the argument still sharper: the intensity of opposition is itself evidence
of the richness of the fruit. The prayer then explicitly acknowledges what might be called the
theodicy’s remaining scandal: the loved ones are humbled and the enemies exalted, and this is
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concealed from all except God. Baha'u’llah does not pretend that this is not a problem; He
acknowledges the concealment and the anguish while affirming the trust that sustains him through

it.

Students of the philosophy of religion will recognize this as one of the most sophisticated

theologies of suffering in any religious literature of the modern era, going beyond both the protest
of Job (suffering as injustice to be challenged) and the consolation tradition (suffering as secretly
beneficial) to a claim about the causal structure of revelation itself.

Questions for Reflection

1.

The metaphor of the fruitful tree stoned by those who gather beneath it is both explanatory
and theodicy-defying: it explains why persecution occurs while simultaneously acknowledging
the strangeness of a divine economy that works this way. Does it adequately address the
problem of evil, or does it simply reframe it?

. “Thou hast ever humbled Thy loved ones... and Thou wilt ever exalt Thine enemies.” This

is a direct acknowledgment of the world’s apparent injustice. Compare with the Psalms of
lament, with Dostoevsky’s Ivan Karamazov’s protest that “the tears of children” cannot be
justified by any future harmony, and with theodicy traditions across religions. Where does
Baha’u’llah’s account differ from these?

. The metaphor implies that opposition to the Manifestation is not an accident but a structural

feature of the revelatory process. What does this imply for how a Baha’i community should
understand and respond to persecution?

. “A tree without fruit is desired by none.” Does this mean that a period of intense persecution is

actually evidence of a revelation’s spiritual richness? If so, how does one distinguish between
persecution that confirms spiritual significance and persecution that is merely unjust violence?

. How does the theodicy of BHO0612 prepare the community to understand subsequent periods

of martyrdom and trial, including the more intense persecutions of the Edirne and Akka
periods that follow in the next volumes?

Poised Before the Pen: Self-Effacement as the Ground of Revela-
tion

Key Passages

All this was revealed at the time when Thou didst cause me to hear the disputation of
Thy servants regarding my station, after Thou hadst ordained for me no station save
servitude to Thyself, humility before the gate of Thy mercy, and lowliness before the
manifestations of the lights of Thy countenance. For Thou hast ever been sovereign over
me, and I have ever been a servant before Thy face. I was master of myself yet owned
by Thee, abased before Thy presence, insignificant before Thy sovereignty, non-existent
before the manifestation of Thy power, and nullified before the revelation of the lights
of Thy eternal might. — BHO00623

Glorified art Thou, O my God! I know not how to make mention of Thee after Thou
hast cut off all ways before me and encompassed me from every direction. Yet how can
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I refrain from mentioning Thee after Thou hast commanded me by the sovereign power
of Thy remembrance and guided me by the king of Thy loving-kindness? By Thy glory,
O my Beloved! I desire none but Thee, I describe none but Thee, I seek none but Thee,
I ask for none but Thee, and I exist solely for Thee, and through none but Thee.  —
BHO00916

Context for Study

The meditation BH00623 offers what may be the most candid self-description Baha’u’llah gave of His
relationship to the act of revelation. Written in response to community disputes about His station, it
insists that He has claimed no station except servitude, humility, and lowliness before God. Yet this
servitude is not ordinary: it is a condition of radical non-initiative, of being used rather than using,
of the self becoming entirely transparent to a power that acts through it. The paradoxical formula—
“I was master of myself yet owned by Thee”—captures the theological precision: Baha’u’llah is not
claiming that His individual personality has been dissolved or that He speaks as a mere conduit
without any subjective dimension. He is claiming that His sovereignty (being master of Himself) and
His nullification before God (being owned by God) coexist, because the divine ownership is what
constitutes rather than replaces His authentic selfhood. This account of prophetic consciousness is
one of the most philosophically sophisticated treatments of the Manifestation’s dual nature in the
entire Baha'i corpus, and it should be read alongside the Iqan’s doctrine of the Manifestations as
Mirrors. The companion prayer BHO0916 deepens the same theme: the absolute apophatic situation
(all ways cut off, all language inadequate) coexists with the absolute imperative to speak, because
God has commanded it. Students of Islamic prophetology will recognize the classical problem of the
Prophet’s passivity and activity in receiving and communicating revelation; students of Christian
theology will find a parallel with the patristic debate about the divine and human wills in Christ;
students of comparative mysticism will recognize the Sufi fana’/baga’ dialectic (annihilation and
subsistence) in philosophical form.

Questions for Reflection

1. “I was master of myself yet owned by Thee” — how do these two conditions coexist without
contradiction? What kind of selfhood can be both sovereign and nullified? Compare with the
Christian theology of Christ’s two natures and with the Sufi doctrine of baga’ ba’da’l-fana’
(subsistence after annihilation).

2. BH00623 was written in the context of community disputes about Baha’u’llah’s station. How
does the modality of the text—a prayer addressed to God rather than an argument addressed
to critics—function as a response to controversy? What does one gain or lose by responding
to theological dispute through prayer rather than theological argument?

3. The prayer insists that Baha’u’llah’s station is “no station save servitude.” How does this
coexist with the claims of the Lawh-i-‘Ashiq (that the Beloved has come and is calling His
lovers) and the First Day of Ridvan proclamation (that this is the most auspicious of all
days)? Are these in tension, and if so, how?

4. In BH00916, God has “cut off all ways before me” and yet commanded speech. What does
this apophatic situation tell us about the nature of divine command and the position of the

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 187



Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863) Appendix

Manifestation as both the one most aware of God’s transcendence and the one most required
to speak of God?

5. How does this theology of the Manifestation’s self-effacement before God guard against the
danger of identifying the Manifestation with the divine Essence (a danger the Iqan explicitly
warns against)?

The Negative Map: Vices That Sever the Soul and the Community
from Grace

Key Passages

Whosoever backbiteth another and the sun riseth upon him for three days while he hath
not repented unto God, he is debarred from the presence of God; whosoever lieth down
at night upon his bed while harboring hatred in his heart for his believing brother, glad
tidings unto him of God’s vengeance and chastisement... Close not, O people, to the
face of the poor, the portals of bounty, lest there be shut against you the gates of the
grace of God. — BHO0788

Whosoever breatheth or speaketh according to his desires in this land wherein the
countenance of God hath been established, he is bereft of the wonders of God’s grace;
whosoever severeth not himself from all that are in the heavens and on earth cannot
enter into the Kingdom of God; whosoever followeth his desires and attributeth them
to God, he is deprived of the gardens of God’s loving care. — BHO00788

It is incumbent upon all the companions and loved ones to be seated upon the thrones
of love and to repose upon the cushions of affection, and to move about in the station of
united souls. They must shine forth from a single lamp and be illumined within a single
niche, grow from a single tree and be nourished by a single fruit, walk upon a single
earth and be seated upon a single carpet, drink from a single stream and be drawn to
a single ocean. — BHO09808

Context for Study

BHO00788 is what the draft rightly calls a “negative map”—a sustained enumeration of the moral
failures and communal vices that sever the individual and the community from the grace of God.
The text lists backbiting, spreading corruption, harboring enmity, unlicensed speech, following
selfish desires and attributing them to God, denying the needs of the poor, and withdrawing from
the shade of the divine Tree. Each of these is presented not as a violation of an external rule
but as a self-inflicted spiritual severing: the soul removes itself from the presence of God, the
community disperses itself from the garden of divine grace. This negative map functions as the
complementary mirror image of BHO9808’s positive vision of unity: a community that is one lamp,
one tree, one stream, one ocean. The contrast between the two texts is striking. BH00788 describes
what happens when individuals pursue their own desires within a community meant to be unified;
BHO09808 describes what the community is meant to look like when that unity is achieved. Together,

THIS VOLUME CONTAINS UNREVIEWED TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 188



Vol. 32: Writings of Baha’u’llah in Baghdad (to 1863) Appendix

they constitute a complete community ethics: both a portrait of the ideal and a diagnosis of what
destroys it. The detailed treatment of backbiting is particularly notable—the three-day limit and
the explicit warning about sleeping with hatred in one’s heart reflect both Qur’anic and prophetic
hadith precedents, but Baha'u’llah raises the stakes dramatically: these are not merely ethical
lapses but barriers to the divine presence. Students of virtue ethics will find here a recognizable
account of vice as habit (backbiting that is not repented becomes a characteristic); students of
social psychology will recognize the empirical observation that communities are destroyed from
within more often than from without.

Questions for Reflection

1. BHOO788 presents backbiting as one of the most severe spiritual offenses, debarring the soul
from the divine presence after three days without repentance. Why does Baha'u’llah treat
the management of speech within a community as a matter of this magnitude? Compare
with James 3:1-12, with Buddhist teachings on right speech, and with the Jewish tradition of
lashon hara.

2. “Whosoever followeth his desires and attributeth them to God, he is deprived of the gardens
of God’s loving care.” This is a warning against a specific and particularly dangerous spiritual
error. What is it, and how is it different from simply acting on selfish desires? How does one
distinguish divine guidance from rationalized self-will?

3. The vision of unity in BH09808 (“shine forth from a single lamp, grow from a single tree”) is
organic rather than organizational—it describes a shared spiritual life rather than adminis-
trative uniformity. How does this vision of organic unity relate to the Baha’i administrative
order that Baha’u’llah would later establish? Are these two kinds of unity in tension?

4. BH00788 insists on closing not the doors of generosity to the poor (“Close not to the face of
the poor the portals of bounty”). How does the social dimension of community ethics (care
for the poor) relate to the inner dimension (purity of speech, freedom from hatred)? Is there
a priority, or are they inseparable?

5. How do these community ethics texts prepare the reader for the more developed legal and
institutional writings of the Edirne and Akka periods, where Baha’u’llah would articulate
more explicit administrative and legal norms?

A Guiding Question for the Whole Volume

The Baghdad writings of unknown date gathered in this volume work on three interconnected
levels simultaneously: they articulate a vision of transformed social order (a world safe enough for
a woman to travel the earth alone), they insist on the radical purity of motive required for every
act of generosity, and they map both the positive ideal (unity as a single lamp, a single ocean) and
its negative mirror image (the vices that sever community from grace). What connects all three
levels is a single conviction: that the transformation of the world begins in the transformation of
the individual, and that the transformation of the individual is only genuine when it reaches the
level of motive—when deed is done not for reputation, reward, gratitude, or even fear of God, but
purely for God and in God.
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A guiding question for the whole volume might therefore be: What does this volume reveal
about the relationship between inward transformation and outward social change, and
how does it understand the purity of motive that must underlie genuinely virtuous
action in a community that is called to embody, in social form, the attributes of the
divine it worships?
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